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P A P E R_ S

PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT, BY

HIS MAJESTY’S COMMAND,

IN EXPLANATION OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY

HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT,

FOR GIVING EFFECT TO THE ACT

FOR THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH COLONIES.

 

Part I1.—(continued.)
(In Continuation of the Papers presented this Session, Nos. 17'7 and 278.-1,)

 

ANTIGUA. | TOBAGO.

MONTSERRAT. TRINIDAD.

ST. CHRISTOPHER. ST. LUCIA.

NEVIS. HONDURAS.

VIRGIN ISLANDS. BAHAMAS.

DOMINICA. GRAND CAYMANAS.

ST. VINCENT. BERMUDA.

GRENADA. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

 

1833—1835.

Pl

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,

10 June 1835.

 

ne

278.—II,
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ANTIGUA

MONTSERRAT

ST. CHRISTOPHER

NEVIS” -.

VIRGIN ISLANDS
DOMINICA

ST. VINCENT -

GRENADA

TOBAGO -

TRINIDAD

ST. LUCIA

HONDURAS

BAHAMAS

-~

GRAND CAYMANAS

BERMUDA

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE’

 

COLONIAL LAWS -

p. 45

p- 51

p- 121

p. 129

p- 135

p. 142

p. 165

p. 173

p- 183

p. 214

p. 228

p- 251

' p. 266

p. 273

p- 280

p. 297

 



[ ii]

SCHEDULE

 

ANTIGUA.

_—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

No. 145 Seanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 2 July 1833; withEnclosures - pl

No. 146,—Extract ofa Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

, Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 18 July.1833; with Enclosures - p. 2

_—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

No. 147 giunley, dated Government House, Antigua, 3 October 1833; with Enclosures - p44

| 148,—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

No. 14 Seanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 17 October 1833 ee P 5

No. 149.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 2 November 1833; with Enclosure p. 5

No. 150.—Copy ofa Despatch fromMr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor,

Bart., dated Downing-street, 14 December 1833 - > - * °° 7 Pr 6

No. 151.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 4 November 1833; with Enclosures p. 7

No. 152.--Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan J, Murray

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 13 December 1833 - 2+ © p12

No. 153.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary Stanley,

dated Government House, Antigua, 27 November 1833 - ° - - p. 13

No. 154.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray

0 154 M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 1 January 1834 =~ 2 = = py

No. 155.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 17 February 1834; with Enclosures p. 14

No. 156.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor,

Bart., dated Downing-street, 19 February 1834 - - - - « - p. 18

No. 157.—Copy ofa Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor,

Bart., dated Downing-street, 10 April1834. = - + - * * 7° p19

No. 158.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 4 June 1834; with Enclosures - p. 19

No. 159.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 30 June 1834; with Enclosures - p. 20

No. 160.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 3 July 1834; with Enclosures - p. 20

No, 161.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart,, to Mr. Secretary

Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher's, 5 August 1834; with Enclosures - - p. 22

No. 162.—Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Evan J, Murray

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 6 September 1834 - - - = P+ 23

No. 163-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 29 August 1834; with

Enclosures - - - - - - « - - - - - p. 23

‘No. 164.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 14 October 18394 - - - - p. 26

No. 165.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M:Gregor, Bart., to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 4 October 1834; with

Enclosures -“ * 2 8 \ = 2 2+ 8 = p. a7

No. 166.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Evan J, Murray

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Colonial Office, 27 December 1834 - - - + p. 29

No. 167.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 2 December 1834; with

Enclosure - 2 ¢ - 5 5 * 2 pe 29

No. 168.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Evan J. Murra
Pp y

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 28 February 1835 = - - = p gl

No. 169—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 30 December 1834 p. 33

No. 170.—Extract of a Despatch from Goveinor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 30 December 1834 - p. 34

No. 17—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray

Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 28 February 1835 - - - 7 P+ 34

No, 172.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to the Earl of

Aberdeen, dated Government House, Antigua, 11 May 1835; with Enclosures p. 38

No. 173.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to the Secretaty

ot State for the Colonies, dated Government House, Antigua, 3 February 1835; with

Enclosure « - - . - - - - - - - - - p. 40

278.—II,
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[ iv]

SCHEDUL E—continued.

 

No. 174.—Copy ofa Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Evan J, MurrayM‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 16 March 1835 - te pga
No. 175-—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. to theEarl of Aberdeen, dated Government House, Antigua, 10 March 1835; withEnclosure - - - - - - - eos - - = Pp. 42
No. 176.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr,SecretaryGrant, dated Government House, Antigua, g June 1835; with Enclosure - P43
No. 177.—Copy ofa Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart,,dated Downing-street, 29 July 1835 ;- with Enclosure - - - . 44
No. 178.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart,

Downing-street, 3 August 1835; with Enclosure - - - - - pe 44

MONTSERRAT.

No. 179.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary Stanley,dated Government House, Antigua, 30 December 1833; with Enclosure - p45
No. 180.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E, J, MurrayM‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 6 June 1834 - - = =p 4g
No, 181.—Copy of a Despatch from President Hamilton to Mr. Setretary Spring Rice, dated

ontserrat, 31 July 1834; with Enclosure - — - - - - - - p. 46
No. 182.—Extract et a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary

Spring Rice, dated Nevis, 1 August 1834; with Enclosures - - - - p. 46.
No. 183—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. SecretarySpring Rice, dated St. Christopher's, 15 August 1834; with Enclosure -  « p, 47
No. 184.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secre-

tary -Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 25 August 1834; with_ Enclosure - = + - © - «© «© © = «w «oe p. 48
No. 185.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,.  Bart,, dated Downing-street, 15 January 18395-  - « - - - p. 48
No. 186,—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to the Earl of

Aberdeen, dated Government House, Antigua, 18 March 1835 ; with Enclosures, p49
No. 187.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,dated Downing-street, 27 July 1835 - - + + «= «© «| Pp. 50

ST. CHRISTOPHER.

No. 188.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, St. Christopher's, 2d August 1833; with Enclosures - - p- 51

No. 189-—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, St. Christopher's, 22 September 1833 - - - = p. 53

No, 190.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, St. Christopher's, 30 September 1833 - - : - p. 53

Na. 191.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 23 October 1833; with Enclosures, p. 54

No. 192.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Bart., dated Downing-street, 12 December 1833 - «= - + «- « p. 56

No. 193.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, St. Christopher’s, 31 October 1833; with Enclosure - - p. 56

No. 194. Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E, J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 18 November 1833 ; with Enclosures, p. 58

No, 195.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, St Christopher's, 20 November 1833; with Enclosures ~- p- 59

No. 196.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, St. Christopher’s, 30 November 1833; with Enclosure = p. 63

No. 197—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr, Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Bart., dated Downing-street, 7 January 1834 ~ = © © «© =p. 63

No, 198.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, St. Christopher's,10 July 1834 ;. with Enclosures | - - p. 63

No. 199.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
ated Government House, St. Christopher's, 17 July 1834 = 3 - =  - p. 65.

No. 200.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J, Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Government House, St. Christopher's, 21 July 1834; with
Enclosures - - + - - +o - - - 2: = @ p65

No. 201.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Government House, St. Christopher's, 22 July 1834; with
Enclosure - - - - - - - - = - - +p. 72
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SCHED UL E—continued..

 

No. 202.—Copy_of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Colonial Office, 18 September 1834 - - - = pe 72

No. 203.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J: Murray M'‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher’s, 5 August 1834; with Enclosures - - p. 73

No. 204.-—-Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 6 September 1834 - - = - “p. 75

No. 205.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher's, 19 August 1834; with Enclosures - = p. 75

No. 206.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 16 October 1834 - - - - p. 76

No. 207.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E, J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary:
Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher's, 19 August 1834; with Enclosures» - - Pp. 77

No. 208.—-Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 30 August 1834; with
Enclosure - - - - - - - - - - - - .-p. 8g

No. 209.--Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 16 October 1834 = - - - - p. go

No, 210.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, § September 1834 - - ~~ +p. go

No. 211.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 15 September 1834; with Enclo-
sures . - - - - - - - - - - - - p. gl

No. 212.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Government House, St. Christopher's, 6 October 1834 - © «=p. 93

No. 213.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Government House, St. Christopher’s, 1 November 1834, p. 94

No. 214.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Government House, St. Christopher’s, 18 November 1834 - - - p. 94

No. 215.—Copy of a Despatch fram Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secre-
tary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 22 November 1834; with
Enclosure - - - - - - - - - - - - p. oF

No. 216,—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secre-
tary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 1 January 1835; with Enclo-
sures - + 7 he os 7 9 PB 95

No. 217.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Bart, dated Colonial Office, 13 March 1835 - - - - - +p. 118

No, 218.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to the Earl of
Aberdeen, dated Government House, Antigua, g April 1835; with Enclosure - p. 118

No. 219.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 15 June 1835 - - - - - - - - p- 119

No. 220.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E, J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 26 July 1835 - + - - * 2 * =p 120

No. 221.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 3 August 1835; with Enclosure . - - +p. 121

NEVIS.
No. 222.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., ta Mr. Secretary

Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 31 August 1833; with Enclosures, p. 121

No. 223.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,

Bart., dated Downing-street, 17 October 1833. - - * °° ° - p. 122

No. 224.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr,

Secretary Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 1 February 1834 - p. 122

No.225.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray

M‘Gregor Bart., dated Downing-street, 6 June 1834 - - - - - p. 123

No. 226.-~Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to the President of Nevis, dated
Downing-street, 6 June 1834 = et Pe 23

No. 227.—Copy of 2 Despatch from Governor Sir. E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. to Mr. Secretary

Spring Rice, dated Nevis, 31 July 1834; with Enclosures - = - - p. 123

No. 228.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E, J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated Nevis, 1 August 1834; with Enclosures - = p. 124

No. 229.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor.Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart , to Mr.

Secretary Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher's, 15 August 1834; with Enclo-

sure = ee Pe 125

No. 230.—Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
a78._11 M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 16 October 1834 - - - °P 126
7 ww ade
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[ vi]

SCHEDU L E—continued.

 

 

N 9 . 231.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, dated Government House, Antigua, 16 January 1835; with
Enclosure - fe ee ee - 8 es pp. 196

232.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart
dated Downing-street, 27 July 1835 - = + - = = = “spoigy

No.S

VIRGIN ISLANDS.

No. 233.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. President Isaacs to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Tortola5 May 1834; with Enclosure - ~- - - - - : a 129
No. 234.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to Governor Sir E, J,Murray

M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 7 June 1834 - - += «© . Pp. 130
No. 235.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to Mr. President Isaacs, dated

Downing-street, 7 June 1834 - oe - . - * p. 130
No. 236.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. President Isaacs to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre, dated

Tortola, go July 1834; with Enclosures - - - - - - - p. 131

No. 237.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Nevis, 1 August 1834; with Enclosures - - ~~ « p. 131

No. 238.—Extract of a Despatch from Mr. President Isaacs to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated
Tortola, 6 August 1834 - - - - - - - oe - p. 132

No. 239.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr.
Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 25 August 18343 with.
Enclosure- - +2 = -s + «+ « | - - = p. 192

No. 240.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 28 July 1835 - - + - = + « . P- 133

DOMINICA.
No. 241.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. M. Schomberg to Mr. Under-

Secretary Lefevre, dated Government House, Dominica, Roseau, 3 August 1833; with
Enclosure- = = - 2 2 25 5 = 2 = “= =p, 135

No, 242.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. M. Schomberg to Mr.Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Dominica, Roseau, 2 November 1833; with
Enclosures sepe 35

No. 243.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Bart., dated Downing-street, 30 December1833 - - - - - = p. 137

No. 244.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 30 May 1834; with Enclosures - p. 137

No. 245.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. M. Schomberg to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Dominica, Roseau, 1 August 1834 - - - - = p. 139

No. 246,—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. M. Schomberg to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Dominica, Roseau, 2 August 1834 - - - = = p. 139

No. 247.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Bart., dated Downing-street, 6 September 1834 - - - - - - p. 139

No. 248.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. M. Schomberg to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Dominica, Roseau, 15 August 1834- - - - +p. 140

No. 249.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir E. J. Murray
M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 16 October 1834 - - + =p. 140

No. 250.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. M. Schombergto Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Government House, Dominica, Roseau,
26 August 1834 - - 2 - = =p. 140

No, 251.—Copy ofa Despatch from Lord Aberdeen to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 10 January 1835 - - - - - - +p. 344i

No. 252.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Aberdeen to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 20 February 1835 9+ - - - - - =p. 141

No. 253.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 3 August 1835; with Enclosure- - - - -p.141

ST. VINCENT.

No. 254.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 1 July 1833; with Enclosures - - 2 p. 142

No. 255.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Downing-street, 20 August 1833 - es sop 49

No, 256.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 20 November 1833; with Enclosures - -  p. 149



[ vii]

SCH EDUL E—continued.

 

No. 257.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Downing-street, 13 January 1834 - - - - - - - -  p.152

258.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secr Stanley, dated

No. 95 Cavernment House, Barbadoes, 28 May 1834; with Enclosures -etary i" o tsa

No. 259.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
‘Government House, Barbadoes, 2 July 1834 = - - =" p.153

No. 260.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Government House, St. Vincent, 2 August 1834 - = = ee peigg

No. 261.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Government House, St. Vincent, 9 August 1834 - -« = - + p.154

No. 2€2.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,

dated Government House, St. Vincent, 25 August 1834 =- - - - p54

No. 263.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
No. 203 xed Government House, St. Vincent, 1 November 1834; withEnclosures- . 155

No. 264.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
* dated Government House, St. Vincent, 27 January 1835; with Enclosures m e. 157

No. 265.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated
Cyvernment House, Barbadoes, 11 February 1835; with Enclosure - - p.161

No, 266.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-
street, 30 June 1835 oe 5

No, 267.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Downing-street, 30 March 1835 - - - 2 - - - -  p.161

No. 268.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-
street,28July1835-165

GRENADA.

No. 269.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Middlemore, to Mr. Secretary Stanley,
ted Government House, Grenada, 26 August 1833 - - - - - p. 165gu P

No. 270.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Middlemore to Mr. Secretary Stanley,

dated Government House, Grenada, 2 March 1834 - - - - pe166

No, 271.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Grenada, 8 March 1834; with Enclosure -~° = - p. 166

No. 272.——Copy ofa Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated

Downing-street, 21 August 1834 - - - - - - - p. 166

No. 273.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Middlemore to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, dated Government House, Grenada, 6 January 1835; with Enclosure

p- 171

No. 274.—-Extract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Colonial Office, 28 February 1835 - - - - - - - - p.172

No. 275.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated
Barbadoes, g March 1835; with Enclosure- + - + -* = = p.172

No. 276.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-
street, 2 August 1835 - - - - - = ~ - - - p.173

No. 277.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-
street, 3 August 1835; with Enclosure - = = © = = = p.17a

TOBAGO.
No. 278.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated

Government House, Tobago, 10 August 1833 - = + = * = p. 173
No. 279.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated

Government House, Tobago, 25 September 1833 - = = = = p. 173
Na. 280.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated

Government House, Tobago, 28 October 1833; with Enclosure - - - p. 173°

No, 281.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
: Downing-street, 13 December 1833 -~ += - + - 2 © = pe 174

No. 282.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 11 June 1834; with Enclosures - - - p 175

No. 283.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 10 July 1834; with Enclosure - - = p. 176

No. 284.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Government House, Tobago, 22 August 1834; with Enclosure - - p. 177

No, 285.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Colonial Office, 14 October 1834 - - - - p. 180

No. 286.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated
dated Barbadoes, 20 September 1834; with Enclosures - - - + p. 181

T—28,
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No. 287.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, dated Government House, Tobago, 31 December 1834 - - p, 18)

No. 288,.—Extract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Downing-street, 10 February 1835  - - = 2° = -¢© «= . p. 182

No. 289.——Extract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated
Downing-street, 1 April1835 - - - = = - - - - = p88

No. 290.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, datedDowning.
street, 29 July 1835 - -s - « - «= e«@ - = = pid

TRINIDAD.

No. 291.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr,
Secretary Stanley, dated Trinidad, 12 October 1833 - - - - - p. 183

No, 292.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F,
Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, 26 November 1833 - - - - - p. 184

No. 293.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Trinidad, 6 April 1834 ; with Enclosures - - - - p. 18%

No. 294.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F,
Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, 24th May 1834 - - - - * p. 192

No. 295.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Lefevre to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 7 June 1834 - = © - = = = = pigs

No. 296.—Copy ofa Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, 20 July 1834; with Enclosures - - - Pp. 195

No. 297.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George
F. Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, 5 September 1834 - = + « Pp» 197

No. 298.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secre'
Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, 20 July 1834 - - - - -  * p.138

No. 299.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Under-
Secretary Lefevre, dated Trinidad, 24 July 1834; with Enclosures - = p. 198

No. 300.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George
F. Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, 5 September 1834 - 2 = = p. 200

No.301—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, 7 August 1834 + = - 2 | = p, 200

No. 302.—-Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George
F. Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, 30 September 1834 = - - - = ~p. 202

No. 303.—Copy of a Despatch from. Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secre-
- tary Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, g August 1834. - 2 © = «= p, 203

No. 304.—Copy ofa Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George
¥, Hill, Bart., dated Colonial Office, 10 October 1834 - - - - = —p. 203

No. 305.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, 14 August 1834; with Enclosure - = + p. 203

No. 306.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George
F. Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, 8 October 1834 = - - - - p. 204

No. 307.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, 26 August 1834; with Lnclosure - - = p. 20§

No. 308.—-Copy of a Despatch from My. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George
F. Hill, Bart., dated Colonial Office, g October 1834 + - - - ~ p. 206

No. 309.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, 26 August 1834; with Enclosures .- - + p. 207

No. g10.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F.Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secretary
pring Rice, dated Trinidad, 3d September 1834; with Enclosure - = p. 209

No. 311.—Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George
F, Hill, Bart., dated Colonial Office, 23 October 1834 - - = = = p flo

No. 312.—Extract ofa Despatch from Lieutenant-Governar Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Mr. Secre-
tary Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, gd January 1835 - - - -° > p 210

No. 313.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to the Earl of
Aberdeen, dated Trinidad, 3 Marchi835 - - = °° * = © pail

No. 314.—Copy ofa Despatch from Mr. Secretary Grant to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill,
Bart, dated Downing-street, 28 April1835- = - -*- 2 © 9° Dp. ail

No. 315.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to the Earl of
Aberdeen, dated Trinidad, 24 April1835 - - = - - 2 = pe ait

No. 316.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to the Earl of
Aberdeen, dated Trinidad,22 May 1835 - = - + << 2 © pe 212

No. 317.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 15 June 1895 -« = st i
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No. 318.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart.
dated Downing-street, 15 June 1835 - - - - - pe 213

No. 319-—-Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to Lord Glenelg,

dated Trinidad, 18 July 1835 - - - - « . - - - p. 213

No. 320.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor SirGeorge F. Hill, Bart.,
dated Downing-street, 3 August 1835 - - - - - - - p. 213

ST. LUCIA.

No. 321.-- Copy of a Despatch from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated St. Lucia,

2 August 1833; with Enclosure - - - - - - « - - p. 224

No. 322.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated St. Lucia,

24 October 1833 - - - - - - - - - - - p. 215

No. 323.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated St. Lucia,

25 November 1833 - - - - - - - ~ - - - p. 215

No. 324.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated St. Lucia,

31 December 1833; with Enclosures - - - - - - - = op. 21g

No. 325-—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to the Officer administering the Govern-

ment of St. Lucia, dated Downing-street, 22 May 1834 - .e - - p. 217

No. 326.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to the Officer administering the
Government of St. Lucia, dated Downing-street, 7 June 1834;- with Enclosure, p. 218

No. 327.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr. Secretary Spring
Rice, dated Government House, St. Lucia, 1 August 1834; with Enclosures - p. 218

No. 328.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr, Secretary Spring

Rice, dated Government House, St. Lucia, 1 August 1834; with Enclosure - p. 222

No. 329.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley

Hill, dated Colonial Office, Downing-street, 6 September 1834 - - + ~p. 222

No. 330.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr. Secretary Spring
Rice, dated Saint Lucia, 19 August 1834 - - - . - p. 223

No. 331.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr, Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley
Hill, dated Downing-street, 28 October 1834 - - - - - - p. 223

No. 332.-—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr. Secretary Spring

Rice, dated Government House, St. Lucia, 26 August 1834 « - - - —p. 224

No. 333.—Copy of 2 Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant Governor Sir Dudley

Hill, dated Colonial Office, 11 October 1834 - - - - - - p. 225

No. 334.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr. Secretary Spring

Rice, dated St. Lucia, 28 November 1834 - - - - - - - p. 235

No. 335.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr. Secretary Spring

Rice, dated St. Lucia, 3 November 1834; with Enclosure - - - - p. 226

No. 336.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill,

dated Downing-street, 22d December 1834 - - - - - - p. 226

No. 337-—-Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr. Secretary Spring
Rice, dated St. Lucia, 31 December 1834; with Enclosure - - - > p. 227 -

No. 338.—Extract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill,

dated Downing-street,8 April1835 - - -° 7 7 7 2 © p. 227

No. 339.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill to Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, St. Lucia, 26 June 1835- - - - - - p. 228

No. 340.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Licutenant-Governor Sir Dudley Hill, dated
Downing-street, 3 August 1835 - - - - - p. 228

HONDURAS.

No. 341.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to Colonel Cockburn, His Majesty's

Superintendent at Honduras, dated Downing-street, 21 May 1833 - = p. 228

No. 342.—Copy of a Letter from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre, dated Govern-

ment House, Honduras, 17 July 1833 - 5 5 2 5 = © pe 229

No. 343-—Copy of a Note from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Colonel Cockburn, dated Colonial Office,
: 1g October 1833 - - et OT Be 22Q

No. 344.—Extract of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Govern-
ment House, Honduras, 29 October 1833; with Enclosures = - - p. 230 -

No. 345.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Government

: House, Honduras, 10 January 1834; with Enclosure - - - - 2 = p. 234

No. 346.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Colonel Cockburn, dated Downing-
$i street, 16 April 1834; with Enclosure “ - - - ° - - Pe 235

270.—=11,
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No. 347.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley toColonel Cockburn, datedDowning.
street, 25 January 1834; with Enclosure - - = = p. 996

No. 348.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Mr.“Secretary Stanley, dated Government
House, Honduras, 15 March 1834; with Enclosures - - - p. 236

No. 349.——Copy of a Despatch from Mr, Under-Secretary Lefevre toColonel Cockburn, dated Down-
ing-street, 6 June 1834; with Enclosure - - - - - ps 239

No. 350.—Extract of a Letter from Colonel Cockburn to Mr.Under-Secretary Lefevre, dated Govern.
ment House, Honduras, 24 July 1834 - - . - - p. 24a

No. 351.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. SecretaryStanley, dated Government
House; Honduras, 10 July 1834; with Enclosures - ~ - p. 249

No. 352.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice toColonel Cockburn, dated Colonial
Office, 18 September 1834 - - tte pegs

No. 353.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Mr.‘Secretary Spring Rice, dated Govern.
ment House, Honduras, 11 August 1834; with Enclosure - - p. 245

No. 354.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl ofAberdeen to0 Colonel Cockburn,dated Downing-
street, 29 December 1834- - = : - = =p, 246

No. 355.—Extract ofa Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Mr.Secretary Spring Rice, dated Govern.
ment House, Honduras, 12 August 1834 — = - - - p. 246

No. 356.—Copy of a Letter from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre, dated Govem-
ment House, Honduras, 13 August 1834 - - - - ~ p. 246

No. 357:——Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary SpringRice toColonel Cockburn, dated Down.
ing-street, 6 October 1834 - - tp. agy.

No. 358.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Govern.
ment House, Honduras, 13 August 1834 = - - - Pp. 247

No. 359.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. SecretarySpringRice to Colonel Cockburn, dated Down.
ing-street, 8 October 1834 - - - - - +p. 247

No. 360.—Extract of a Letter from Colonel Cockburn to Mr,Under-Secretary Lefevre, dated Go-
vernment House, Honduras, 11 September 1834 - - - - p. 248

No. 361.—Extract of a Letter from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre, datedGo-
vernment House, Honduras, 22 October 1834 - - = p. 248

No. 362.—Extract of a Letter from Colonel Cockburn to Sir George Grey, Baronet, Under
Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated Government House, Honduras, 15 De-
cember 1834 - - - - - - - - - - - p. 248

No. 363.—Copy of a Despatch from Colonel Cockburn to the Right honourable Lord Glenelg, dated
Government House, Honduras, 1 July 1835; with Enclosures - - - p. 248

No. 364.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Colonel Cockburn, dated Downing street,
15 August 1835 - - - - p. 250

BAHAMAS.

No. 365.—Exrracr of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary Stanley,
dated Governmeut House, Bahamas, 5 August 1833; with Enclosure - p. 251

No. 366.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary Stanley,
dated Government House, Bahamas, 18 November 1833 - - * p. 252

No. 367.—Extract ofa Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley toLieutenant-Governor Balfour, dated
Downing-street, 2 January 1834 - - - - - p. 259

No. 368.—Extract ofa Despatch from Lieutenant-GovernorBalfour toMr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Bahamas, 19 November 1833 - - + p. 953

No. 369.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr.Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Bahamas, 19 February 1834; with Enclosure “=. Pp» 253

No. 370.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Balfour,
dated Downing-street, 19 July 1834 - - - - - - p. 253

No. 371.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr.Secretary Stanley,
dated Government House, Nassau, Bahamas, 18 March 1834; with Enclosure p- 259

No. 372.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary Stanley,
dated Government House, Nassau, Bahamas, 14 July 1834; with Enclosure p. 2

No. 373.—Extract of a Despatch from Mr, Secretary SpringRice to Lieutenant-Governor Balfour,
dated Downing-street, 1 September 1834 - - . - - - - p. 262

No. 374-—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Government House, Bahamas, 10 September 1834; with Enclosure - p- 262

No. 375——Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Government House, Bahamas, 13 September 1834 - - - - p. 263

No. 376.—Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor Balfour,
dated Downing-street, 30 October 1834 - - - - - - + p. 263
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No. 377-—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
‘ dated Government House, Bahamas, 14 October 1834; with Enclosure - p. 264

No, 378.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
, dated Government House, Bahamas, 20 November 1834 - - - - p. 264

No. 379.+—-Extract of a Despatch from President Hunter to theEarlofAberdeen, dated Government

House, Bahamas, 21 February 1835 - - ° - p. 264

No. 380.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated Government House, Bahamas, 5 March 1835 - - - - - p. 264

No, 381-——Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the Earl of Aberdeen,
, dated Government House, Bahamas, 2 June 1835; with Enclosure - - p. 265

No. 382.—Cepy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated
Downing-street, 1 August 1835; with Enclosure = - - - - - p» 265

No. 383——-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated
Downing-street, 2 August 1835; with Enclosure - - - = p. 265.

No. 384.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke, dated
Downing-street, 3 August 1835; with Enclosure = - - - - - p. 365

GRAND CAYMANAS.

No. 385—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated
King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 12 August 1834 - = - - p. 266

No. 386.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated
8 Ring's House, St. Jago de la Vega, 3 November 1834 - = - - -p. 266

No. 387.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to theMarquisofSligo, dated Downing-
street, 16 February 1835; with Enclosure - - - - p. 267

No. 388.—Extract ofa Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to theEarlofAberdeen, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 27 April 1835; with Enclosures - - - - p. 26g

No. 389.—Copy of a Letter from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated Colonial Office,
15 June 1835 - . - - p. 271

No. 390.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquis ofSligototheEarl of Aberdeen, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 14 May 1835 = - - p- 271

No. 391.—Extract of a Despatch fromLordGlenelg tothe Marais ofSligo,dated Downing-street,
15 July 1835 - = - ° p- 273

BERMUDA.

No.392.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Stephen R. ChapmantoMr.» Secretary Stanley,
dated Bermuda, February 1834; with Enclosures “ ° - p. 373

No. 393.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice toGoreror Six S. R. Chapman,
dated Downing-street, 24 June 1834 - - - - - - p. 276

No. 394.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir S. R.ChapmantoMr.Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Bermudas, 8 October 1834; with Enclusure - - = p. 276

No. 395.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir S. R. Chapman |toMi. Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Bermudas, 7 October 1834 - - - = p. 278

No. 396—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen toGovernor Si 8.R. Chapman, dated
Downing-street, 25 February 1835 - - - - p. 279

No. 397-—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the ActingGovernorof the Bermudas, dated
Downing-street, 2 August 1835 - - ~ » * p. 279

No. 398.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to© Governor Bir5.R. Chapman dated Downing-
street, 3 August 1835 soe -- » p. 279

CAPEOFGOODHOPE.
No. 399—Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Wade to Mr.Secretary Stanley, dated

Government House, Cape Town, 6 December 1833 - = - - -p. 280
No, 400.—-Extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Wade to Mr, Secretary Stanley, dated

Government House, Cape Town, 14 January 1834; with Enclosures - ° p. 283

No. 401.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir B. D'Urban to)Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
1 April 1834; with Enclosures - : - - p. 285

No. 402.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir B. DUsa to Me, Secretary Stanley, dated
21 April 1834; with Enclosures - - = p. 288

No. 403.—Copy of a Despatch fromGovernor Sir B. DUsban to Me Secretary Stanley, dated
gl May 1834 - - - - - = Pp. 293

No. 404.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr.‘SecretarySpring Riee toGovernor Sir B. D’Urban, dated
Downing-street, 12 September 1834 - = - - = = p. 293

278.—1L
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No. 405.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir B, D’Urban to Mr. Secretary Spring Ri
Covernment House, Cape of Good Hope, 7 January 1835; with Enclosizes pratt

No, 406.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Grant to Governor Sir B. D'U:
Downing-street, 90 April 1835 - = - = = 2 «= « Thay ated

No. 407.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir B. D’Urban, dated Downing-
street, 3 August 1835 * - - - - - - - - *p. 266

(Appendix B.)

COLONIAL LAWS.

No. 18.—Anticua. An Act for relieving the Slave. Population from the Obligations imposed upon
them by the recent Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies-
for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons
hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves”—4Passed 4 June 1834) - - p, 297

No. 19.—Anticua —An Act for establishing a new System of Police, and for increasing the power
of the Magistracy of this Island in the Appuintment of Rural Constables, and for pro-
viding and regulating a House of Correction—(Passed 31 July 1834) = - p, 208

No. 20.—Anticua.—An Act for enabling Labourers, Artificers and Servants to recover, by summa
Process, their Wages from their Employers, and for repealing an Act dated the 28th of
October 1684, intituled, “ An Act for enabling Artificers, Labourers and Servants to
recover their Wages from their Masters”—(Passed 31 July 1834) + - =p. 304.

No. 21.~AnTicua.—An Act for regulating Special Contracts between Labourers and their
Employers, and enforcing a strict Observance of such Contracts—(Passed 29 December
1834)a

No. 22.—-Anticgva.—An Order of His Majesty in Council, dated 10 June 1835, confirming and
allowing the Act passed by the Legislature of Antigua in the month of June 1834, for

 

the Abolition of Slavery in thatIsland - - = - = = = p. 306

No. 23.—Montserrat.—An Act for the Abolition ofSlavery in the Island of Montserrat —(Passed
30 July 1834) - - - - - - - - ° ° - = Pp» 307

No. 24.—Sr. Curisropner.—An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the Island of St. Christopher,
and for the Establishment ofa System of Apprenticeship for a limited time in lieu thereof
—(Passed 18 July 1834) - - = - 2 2 © = p.gia

No. 25.—Sr. Curistopuzr.—An Act for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Magis-
trates—(Passed 18 July 1834) - - - “ « - - - P.- 313

No, 26.--St. CurisropHer.—An Act to divide Apprenticed Labourers into several Classes—
(Passed 18 July 1834) = 5 © = © = 8 eee pe gi8

No. 27.—St. CuristopHer.—An Act to provide for Apprenticed Labourers during the Term of their
“Apprenticeship.—(Passed 18 July 1834) - - = 8 = = = pegs

No. 28.—Sr. Curistopner.—An Act for prescribing the Duties and regulating the Conduct of
Apprenticed Labourers within the Island ofSt. Christopher —{(Passed 18 July 1834) p. 321

No, 29.—St. CuristopHer.—An Act to prescribe the Duties to be performed by Employers
towards their Apprenticed Labourers, and to enforce the Performance of the same
—(Passed 18 July 1834) + - - - = - - + pe 395

No. 30.—Sr. CurisropHer.—An Act to regulate the removal of Pradial Apprenticed Labourers
from one Plantation to another; to establish certain Rules to govern the Sale of the

Services of all classes of Apprenticed Labourers, and the disposition thereof by Will, as
well as toregulate the descent of the same in cases of Intestacy—(Passed 18 July
1834) 8 eeeget

No. 31.—Sr. Curisrorner.—An Act for dividing the Island of St. Christopher into Districts, and
: for establishing a sufficient Police within the same—(Passed 31 July 1834) - p- 329

No. 32.—St. Curisropszr—aAn Act to punish apprenticed Labourers for Offences against the
public welfare—(Passed 18 July 1834) - - - - - - + p. 331

No 33.—Sr. CurisropHer— An Act to regulate the Dissolution of Apprenticeship by the volun-
tary act of the Employer, and to compel such Dissolution in cases where the Labourer

is able and willing to purchase his or her discharge from Apprenticeship—{Passed

18 July 1834) - = © = © © © 2 * 2 2 © Ps334

No. 34-—-St: CuristopHer.—An Act to extend to the Island of Anguilla the several Acts passed by

the Legislature of St. Christopher, pursuant to an Act of Parliament made and passed in
the third and fourth year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for

the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies” —(Passed 18 July 1834) p- 337

No. 35.—Nevis.—An Act to provide for the Maintenance, Protection and good Government of

Apprenticed Labourers, and to settle the Jurisdiction and Authority of Special Magis-
trates~(Passed 18 July 1834) - = - 2 * © & 7 9° Ps 338

No. 36.—-Nevis.—An Act to establish a Local Constabulary Force on the several Plantations in this

Island—(Passed 31 July 1834) - = - - + © = 7 7 P 344
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No. 37.—VIRGIN IsLanps (Tortola) —An Act for regulating the Division of Apprenticed Labourers

into their respective Classes, and for providing for their Dissolution of the Apprenticeship

by Contract or otherwise—(Passed 19 July 1834) a - p. 345

No. 38.—Virein Is.anps (Tortola).—-An Act prescribing the Duties of Apprenticed Labourers and

Employers respectively, and imposing Penalties for the non-performance thereof, and pro-

viding other regulations for the maintenance of good order—(Passed 19 July 1834) p. 349

—Virern Istanps (Tortola)—An Act for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special

Justices, and for defining the Jurisdiction of the same—(Passed 19 July 1834) - p. 358

No. 40.—Viretn Istanps (Tortola)—An Act to regulate the Removal of Predial Apprenticed

Labourers from one Plantation or Estate to another; the alienation by sale, inheritance

or will of the services of Apprenticed Labourers; the Apprenticeship of Children of

Apprenticed Labourers. and the relation in which Apprenticed Labourers will stand towards

the State in the said Virgin Islands, and thereby to carry more effectually into operation

the Enactments contained in that behalf in an Act of the Imperial Parliament,

3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery—(Passed 23 April 1834 + p. 362

No. 41.—Dominica.—An Act for registering all Persons actually within this Island on the 1st of

August 1834, and who shall have been duly registered as Slaves in conformity with the

Laws now in force; and also for establishing a Classification thereof for the purposes set

forth in the Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the Abolition of

Slavery—(Passed 19 May 1834) - - - - - - - - - p. 365

No. 42.—Dominica.—An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of Com-

pensation, and for promoting the Industry ofthe manumitted Slaves—(Passed 19 May

1834) - = 5 © 2 © = 2 5 5 5 8 2 pe 367

No. 43.—St. Vixcent.—An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the Island of Saint Vincent and its

Dependencies, in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting Industry and good

Conduct of the manumitted Slaves—(Passed 2 April1834) - - - = p.378

No. 44.—St. Vincent.—An Act to provide for the general Registration of all Slaves belonging to

or settled in these Islands—(Passed 1gth May 1834) - © - - => p- 387

No. 4g.—St. Vincznt.—An Act for establishing a Police for the Regulation of Apprenticed La-

bourers, and for carrying into effect certain provisions of an Act, intituled, “An Act for

the Abolition of Slavery in the Island of St. Vincent and its Dependencies, in considera-

tion of Compensation, and for promoting the Industry and good Conduct of the manu-

mitted Slaves”-—(Passed 23 June 1834) - - - - - - - p. 389

No. 46.—Sr. Vincent.—An Act to repeal the 21st and 22d Clauses of an Act, intituled, “An

Act for establishing a Police for the regulation of Apprenticed Labourers, &c. &c. and

to increase the Payofthe Policemen in each Police Settlement”—(Passed 29th December

1834) - 5 5 ttPe892

No. 47.-—Grenapa.—An Act for carrying into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial

Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery—(Passed 8 March

1834) = = 5 5 5 tte - P+ 392
No. 48.—Grenapa.—An Act to alter and amend an Act for carrying into effect the Provisions of

an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV, cap. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery

—(Passed 1 August 1834) - - - 7 7 7 7 7 7 © Pe 412

No. 49-—-Grenapa.—An Act to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act for carrying into effect the

provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the Abolition

of Slavery”—(Passed 29 December 1834) - - ~~ - = «© p. 413

No. 50.—ToBaco.—An Act to,carry into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament

3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery—(Passed 2 May 1834) - p.417

No. 51.—Tosaco.—-An Act to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to carry into effect the provisionsof

an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will, IV. ¢. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery,”

and to repeal certain clauses of an Act, commonly called, “The Slave Act,” passed on

or about the 15th of August 1829, and to substitute other clauses in this Act in lieu

ghereof—(Passed 29 May 2834) - ~ = © © © 2 © = Pp. 432

No. 52.—Tozaco.—An Act to establish certain Rules and Regulations for the Classification ofthose

persons hereafter to become Apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining to which Class

they shall respectively belong—(Passed 15 July 1834) - - - - - p. 433

No. 53.—Tonaco.— An Act fo authorize the temporary appoiritment of Special Magistrates for the

purpose of giving effect to the provisions of an Act of the Legislature of this Island, inti-

tuled, “ An Act to carry into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament

3&4 Will, IV. c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery,” &c.—(Passed 29 July 1834) _p. 436

No, §4.—~TRinipAp —An Ordinance for the purpose of carrying into effect the division of Appren-

ticed Labourers into Classes, as prescribed and required by an Act of the Imperial Par-

liament, passed on the 28th of August 1833, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout

the British Colonies—(Passed December 1834) - - - - - - Pp. 437

No, 55.—~Trinipap.--Copy of an Order in Council, dated 5th June 1834, for giving effect in the

Island of Trinidad, to the statute 3 & 4,Will. IV. c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery p. 439

No, 56.—Sr. Lucra.—Copy ofan Order in Council, dated 5 June 1834, for giving effect in the Island

of St. Lucia to the statute 3 & 4 Will. IV, c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery - p- 456°

No. 57.—Sr. Lucta.—A Proclamation dividing the Island of St. Lucia into three Judicial Districts,

and defining the Limits of the said Districts—(1 August 1834) - - = Bp. 473

278.—L.
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No. §8.—Sr. Lucra.—An Ordinance for fixing and determining the number of Hours per week which
shall be allotted to Predial Apprenticed Labourers for the cultivation of theirProvision
Grounds, and also for regulating the apportionment of the 45 Hours per week, durin
which Predial Apprenticed Labourers are required by law to work for the benefit of their
Employers—(Passed 1 August 1834) - - = = pearg

No. §9.—St. Lucta.—Proclamation contradicting false Reports as to the disturbed state of the
Island, dated 16 August 1834 - «© =~ « - tt plays

No, 60.—-Sr. Lucta.—An Ordinance for providing for the acquiescence of the minority of the Pre.
dial Apprenticed Labourers in the apportionment of Task Work; and also providing for
the Compensation compellable from iPprenticed Labourers absenting themselves from the
Service of their Employers-—(Passed 18 August 1834) = - - - « P. 475

No. 61.—Sr. Lucta.—An Ordinance for abolishing the Office of Commissary-Commandant, and in
lieu thereof establishing the Office of Justice of the Peace, and defining and regulating
the Duties to be performed by the said Officer within the Island of St. Lucia—(Passed
23 October 1834) - - -. « : - - - - - - Pp 477

No. 623.——-Sr. Lucta.—An Ordinance enacting and ordaining certain Rules and Regulations re.
ing the Rural Police Establishments, and respecting Houses of Correction and Penal
Gangs within the said Island of St. Lucia—(Passed 1 December 1834) + « P. 479

No. 63.—Sr. Lucta.-An Ordinance for amending and explaining part of the 12th Clause of an
Ordinance respecting the Duties of the Rural Police in apprehending absentee Apprenticed
Labourers in the Island of St. Lucia—(Passed 15 June 1835) - + = py. 483

No. 64.—Honpuras.—Copy of an Order in Council for establishing a Registry of Slaves in theSettle.
ment of Honduras, dated 24 January 1834 - - - - - - - p. 483

No. 65.—Honpuras.—Copy of an Order in Council, dated 5th June 1834, for giving effect in:
the Island of Honduras to the Statute 3 & 4 Will. 1V. c. 73, for the Abolition of
Slavery - = = 2 2 2 © 2 2 2 2 p- 488

No. 66.—Honpuras.—Document showing Alterations which His Majesty's Superintendent has deemed
it necessary and expedient to make in the Rules and Regulations under the Slave Abolition
Act, which have been made by His Majesty in Council for the Island of Trinidad, p- 489

No. 67.-Honpuras.—Order in Council, dated 12 August 1836, for confirming certain Rules and
, Regulations under the Slave Abolition Act - - - = += + «gp, 490

No. 68.—Banamas.—An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for
the Abolition of Slavery, &c.(3'& 4 Will. IV. c. 73.)—(Passed 15 February 1834) p. 493

No. 69.—Banamas.—An Act for dividing the Colony into Police Districts, for making Provision for
the residence of Special Justices therein, for the erection of Goals and places of solitary
Confinement, the appointment ofGaolers and Constables, and for other purposes—(Passed
20 March 1834) - - - - : - ee - - - p. 508

No. 70.—BaHamas.-—An Act to provide for the payment of Salaries to certain Special Magistrates
therein designated, and to repeal certain clauses or sections of an Act uf the General
Assembly made and passed in the fourth year of His Majesty's reign, intituled, “ An Act
auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament, intituled, «An Act for the Abolition of
Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the manumitted
Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such
Slaves,’ and to explain certain other clauses of the said Act”—(Passed 23 August
1834) - - . - . - - - - - - © p. §10

No. 71.—Bagamas.—An Act to amend an Act of the General Assembly of these Islands, intituled,
“An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the
Abolition of Slavery”-—(Passed 6 October 1834) - - - + + = p52

No. 72.—-BanaMas.—An Act to explain and amend certain parts of the 4 Will. IV. c.21, intituled,
“ An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the
Abolition of Slavery”—(Passed 11 May 1835) - = = = | = p5is

No. 73.—Banamas.—Copy of an Order in Council, dated 31 July 1835, approving and con-
: firming certain Clauses of an Act passed by the Legislature of Bahamas, on 15 February

18340 = 2 6 tepe
No, 74.—Bzrmupa.—An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in these Islands, in consideration of Com-

pensation - = 2© - © = © © © + © ©  »= p, §16

No. 75.—-Bermopa.—An Act-to repeal the Laws exclusively applicable to free Black and free
Coloured Persons, and extend to them the Laws applicable to White Persons; and to fix
the Qualification for Jurors, Voters, and the Electors and Candidatos for certain Offices
and PlacesofTrust - - - - »*« «= 2 2© © = «© p§l7

No, 76.—Bzrmupa.—Copy of an Order in Council, 31 July 1835, for giving effect in the Island of
Bermuda to certain Clauses of the Statute 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the Abolition of .
Slavery -© = - -© -© -© «© # © = © = = p. 518

No. 77.—Carz or Goop Horz.—An Ordinance for giving due effect to the Provisions of an
Act of 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery  - - 2 = p 519
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ANTIGUA.

—No. 145.— ANTIGUA.
—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. No. 145.
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 2 July 1833.
In consequence of your circular Despatch of the 20th of May last, relative to

measures now under consideration of the Imperial Parliament for the extinction of
Slavery, I convened His Majesty’s Privy Council, of whose proceedings, under date
the 1st instant, a copy is enclosed.

Soon after my arrival in Antigua, having issued a notice (Enclosure No. 2), I con-
sider it inadvisable, for the present, to renew a similar appeal to the slave popu-
lation, from a dread of weakening, by too frequent repetition, the effects of
publications of that nature; but my constant and most vigilant attention will be
directed towards the adoption of whatever precautions circumstances may demand,
in case of the manifestation of excitement by any class of this community.
With respect, however, to the planters, although I have every reason to be

satisfied with the reception they have afforded me, I beg permission to observe, that
a governor's principal means of acquiring influence with those gentlemen formerly
arose from that description of personal intercourse which, in regard to the Leeward
Islands and Dominica, under the recent arrangements of His Majesty’s Government,
has necessarily ceased.

I am, &c.

(signed) £.J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 145. Enclosure 1, in
No. 145.

Anticua—aAt a Meeting of the Privy Councit, held by Special Summons, at
’ Government House, on Monday, the ist July 1833.

Present,

His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray M‘Gregor.

The Honourable Samuel Warner. The Honourable Richard W. Nanton.
” Wilham Byam. ” Francis F. Brown.
» Meade H. Daniell. ” George S. Martin.

(Extract.)
His Excellency directs the Secretary to read a circular Despatch of the 20th May last,

from the Right honourable E. G. Stanley, Secretary of State for the Colonies.
The opinion of the Board is requested as to the propriety. of adopting precautionary

measures for preserving order and subordination in the Colony in the anticipation of any
excitement arising in consequence of these propositions. Several observations are made on
this subject, the result of which appears to be as follows :
That the Board do not at present apprehend any immediate excitement to such an extent

as to endanger the peace of the community. . That with regard to the slaves, their present
feeling appeared to be one of expectation of some plan being in progress for their freedom;
of the nature of which plan they were at this moment wholly ignorant: that if they were
made acquainted with the plan now in contemplation, their feeling would probably be
changed to that of general disappointment.
278.—II, That  
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Enclosure 2, in
No. 145.

No. 146.

Ss

2 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

That it might be desirable to guard against the effects of such disappointment, bystationing, a small detachment of regular troops in such a position as to afford a facility ofmoving them to any point where their presence might be deemed useful ; and the Boardsuggest that Monks Hill would afford ir. itself the most convenient post for that purpose,

(A true Extract.)

(signed) Thomas Lane, Secretary,
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 145.

Notice.—By His Excetutency tur Governor.

Wuereas there is the strongest reason to believe that evil-minded persons have been
actively spreading among the negroes malicious reports that certain benefits granted to
them by The King are withheld by those under whose charge and protection they are placed;
and that the Governor is empowered by His Majesty to grant emancipation to the slave
population, which reports are calculated to unsettle their minds end be equally injurious te
the slave and the owner—It is hereby declared, that such reports are false and utterly
without foundation. And moreover that whatever advantages His Majesty may at any
future period be pleased, through His paternal care, to grant to the slaves, it will be incum-
bent on the Governor to make known to them the nature and extent of suchconcessions,
and to ensure their immediate enjoyment thereof.

If, in disregard of this solemn assurance, any sedition or insubordination shall be exhibited,
his Excellency earnestly warns the negro population, that the most prompt and irresistible
means will be used to quell the same, and to chastise, in the severest mann, the Ting-
leaders, whose disobedience can but tend to postpone indulgences which it m ght be the.
gracious wish of His Majesty the King eventually to bestow.
And whereas several appeals have been addressed to His Excellency by slaves to the

great inconvenience of distant parties and witnesses—It is desired to be understood, and to’
be carefully explained to them, that the Governor will listen to no complaint, unless satis-
fied that the complainant has previously applied to the nearest Justice of the Peace. And
those desirous of submitting appeals to the Governor are hereby further cautioned, that
while the strictest justice will be done to any slave who may have been wronged or injured,
the applicants will find an equal determination on his Excellency’s part, to cause the
infliction of such punishment as may be due to persons guilty of wilful misrepresentations
whenever the charges thus preferred shall prove unfounded, frivolous or vexatious.
And it is hereby further directed, that whenever the slaves of any estate conceive they

have just cause of complaint, they are on no account to presume to make the same in gangs
or large bodies, but are to depute two, or at the utmost three of their number, who may
proceed to lay the same before the magistrate or magistrates of the division in which they
reside. And only in the event of a failure of redress in such quarter are they, in like man-
ner, to represent their grievances to the Governor.

Government House, St, John’s, Antigua, By his Excellency’sCommand,
23 May, 1833. C. Taylor, Priv. Secretary.

 

—No. 146.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.
to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 18 July 1833.

On the 17th,{for which daythe Legislature had been summoned, I had the honour of
receiving your circular Despatch of the 13th June, together with the Resolutions of
The House of Commons therein referred to; and that communication seemed to me
so important, and calculated to produce such conspicuously salutary effects, that I
requested the gentlemen of the Council to meet in Privy Council, at Government-
House that morning, before entering on the exercise of their legislative functions.

For what passed on that occasion, as well as subsequently, between the Council,
Assembly and myself, I beg leave to refer to Enclosures Nos. 3, 5 and 6, wherein
it will be found that these bodies have pledged themselves respectively to meet
further communications on this subject “ with respectful and dispassionate consider-
ation,” and to “ approach the question with dispassionate seriousness.”

It is truly satisfactory to me to add the assurance that, in this Island the
influential colonists evince every disposition to propitiate the British Nation, under
existing circumstances, in the most conciliatory spirit, while the labouring classes
await the anticipated change in their condition without the slightest indication of
impatience.
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Enclosure in No, 146. ANTIGUA.
No. 3. Endl .

Anticua.—At a Meeting of the Privy Councit, held by Special Summons, at No.1.46.
Government House, on the 17th day of July 1833.

; Present,

His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
The Honourable Samuel Warner. The Honourable Richard W. Nanton.

» Meade H. Daniell. ” Francis F. Brown,
” William Byam.

(Extract.)
Read circular Despatch of the 13th June 1833, from the Right honourable Secretary of“hig

State for the Colonies, on the projected extinction of Slavery, with the Resolutions of The

House of Commons thereon. .

It is the unanimous opinion of the Board, that a communication so important and interest-

ing as the one just read, should be imparted without loss of time to the local Legislature,

which has been convened already for other purposes this day. It is accordingly ordered,

that a copy thereof be forwarded forthwith to both Houses, with a message from his
Excellency.

 

(A true Extract from the Minutes of the Privy Council of Antigua.)
(signed) Tho* Lane, Secretary.
 

No 4.
(Copy.) GovgENnMENT House.

Honourable Gentlemen, Antigua, 17th July 1833.
An important communication received this day from the Right honourable the Secre-

tary of State for the Colonies has just been laid before His Majesty’s Privy Council, which
it is the opinion of that Board should be imparted without loss of time to both Houses. In
inclosing it for this purpose, I must not omit the expression of my anxious hope and con-
fident anticipation, that a Despatch so interesting in its results, may be met in the same
cordial spirit of conciliation under which it has been dictated.

I have the honour, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.
To His Honour the President of the Council, and

His Honour the Speaker of the Assembly.

 

 

No. &.
(Copy-)

Sir, Council Chamber, Antigua, 17th July 1833.
Tuis Board acknowledges with thanks the early communication your Excellency has been

pleased to make to them of the important Despatch of the Right honourable Secretary
of State for the Colonies, under date the 13th June last, relative to the projected plan of His
Majesty’s Ministers, for the change in the condition of the slave population in these Colo-
nies; and I beg to inform your Excellency, that the members of this Board are prepared to
meet the further communications on this subject with respectful and dispassionate consider-
ation, whenever it shall please His Majesty’s Government to bring them before the local
Legislature. .

I have the honour, &c.

(signed) Samuel Warner, President of the Council.

To His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. c. 3. K.C. H.
Governor ard Commander in Chief, &c. &c. Ke.

(A true copy.) , ,
(signed) Tho Lane, Secretary.
 

No. 6.

Sir, Saint John’s, Antigua, 17th July 1833.
I HAvE received the commands of the House of Assembly respectfully to acknowledge

the receipt of your Excellency’s communication of this day’s date, submitting the circular
Despatch of the Secretary of State for the Colonies of the 1gth June last, and at the same
time to assure your Excellency, that the House will, in due time, approach the question to
which it refers, with the dispassionate seriousness due to the immense interests at stake.

I have the honour, &c.

. (signed) Nicholas Nugent, Speaker.
To His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. c.B, K.C.H.

Governor and Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c.
(A true copy.)

(signed) Nn. Humphrey, Clerk of the Assembly.

(True copies.)
E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.
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ANTIGUA. —~—No. 147.—

No.147. Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart,
to Mr. Secretary Stanley. ,

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 3 October 1833.
Havine deemed it advisable to communicate the Bill for the Abolition of

Slavery, as amended by The House of Lords, to His Majesty’s Privy Council of
Antigua; I have the honour of laying before you the proceedings of the Board
thereon, as well as in regard to certain Resolutions, adopted at a recent public
meeting in St. John’s, and now under the consideration of the Legislative Council
and Assembly.

Without expressing any “opinion on the tenor or conditions contained in the
said Resolutions,” the Board represent, “that the general feeling of the proprietors
in this colony is, that they would decidedly prefer immediate emancipation to the
system of apprenticeship.”

These sentiments rest, as I am assured, on the confidence generally reposed in the
superior intelligence and good disposition of the labouring population of this island,
with whose education and religious instruction every pains appear to be taken by
the regular clergy and missionaries, liberally countenanced by the gentlemen of the
country. T have, &c.

(signed) ££. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

 

Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 147.

No. 147. Anticua.—Ata Meeting of the Members ofthe Privy Councit, held by special Summons,
at Government House, on Tuesday, the 1st October 1833.

Present,
His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor.

The Honourable Samuel Warner. The Honourable Francis F. Brown.
- Meade H. Daniell. » George S. Martin.
» Richard W. Nanton.

His Excellency the Governor lays before the Board the Slavery Abolition Bill, which he
informs them had passed the Lords’ House of Parliament, and which he had received by the
last packet.
The Billis read.
The Board is of opinion, that the Attorney-General for this Colony should be requested

to prepare a form of public notice or proclamation to be issued by the Executive so soon as
this Bill shall have been officially transmitted for the information of the local Legislature;
that the object of such notice should be, to make the slave population fully acquainted with
the new position in which they are about to be placed, and to that end, that it should con-
tain in plain terms the heads of the Bill, as far as relates to their condition; that it should
also inform them of the precise period when the Bill is to come into operation, and admo-
nish them of the necessity for their own sakes of preserving in the meantime perfect order
and submission.

It is also the opinion of the Board that the law officers of the Crown for this Colony be
requested to engage immediately in the inquiry by what enactments the existing laws may
be most conveniently adjusted to a state of society in which slavery will be unknown.

His Excellency calls the attention of the Board to certain Resolutions entered into ata
public meeting in this Island on the 11th September,and which Resolutions he understands
are now in the form of a memorial before the two Houses of Legislature. The Board here-
upon deem it their duty to represent to his Excellency that the general feeling of the pro-
ptietors in this Colony is, that they would decidedly prefer immediate emancipation to the
system of apprenticeship ; the Board, however, expresses no opinion on the tenor or condi-
tions contained in the said Resolutions. They are as follows:

Antieva.—At a Meeting of the Proprietors of Estates and others interested in
Slave property, held this 11th day of September 1833, at the Court House in the
Town of St. John, in this Island, to take into consideration the state of proceedings
having for their object the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies,

The Honourable John Duncombe Taylor in the Chair,
Tt was resolved,

ist. That this Meeting is decidedly of opinion that a temporising system in this Colony
would only prolong and increase present difficulties; that a period of apprenticeship, as
proposed by Mr. Secretary Stanley in his Bill now before Parliament, would be one of most
anxious irritation to all parties, tending to the moral degradation of the negro,and the

grievous
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jevous oppression of the present slave owner, and that any proportion of compensation ANTIGUA.

which might be allotted would be rendered abortive by the expensive and complicated ma- _—
chinery of Commissioners, &c. for its distribution. ; . .

od. That if slavery be a crime, of which it is expedient that the British Nation should
absolve itself, every principle ofjustice demands that the British Nation should provide full
compensation, or the most ample indemnity, before it can interfere with the legally established
system of its Colonists, or have any right to claim their assistance in carrying into effect
any measure of experiment with property so repeatedly sanctioned by the Imperial Legisla-
ture; and that at whatever period the British Parliament may determine to proclaim freedom

to the slaves in these Colonies, the relative obligations of the owner of these slaveswill
cease, and there can exist no constitutional power or authority to force upon the Colonists
the necessity of employing labourers over whose conduct they would have no control,

3d. That this Meeting is fully impressed with the great and peculiar difficulties which
consequently surround every attempt to abolish slavery in the British Colonies, and is
equally sensible that the integrity of the MotherCountry, the welfare of the slaves, and the
safety of the Colonies, require that the destructive agitation of the question be quickly set

st. .
wth. That, urged by these important considerations, the members of this Meeting, sub-
mitting their objections, founded on long experience and local knowledge, to their earnest
desire to repel the charge of upholding slavery in this Colony, and to afford British philan-
thropy a definite limit for its exercise, are willing, at theearliestpossible eriod, to accede to
the entire and unconditional emancipation of their slaves in this Island, and to use every
influence in forwarding the passing of such Acts by the Colonial Legislature as may be re-
quisite to provide for the consequent change of circumstances, upun there being absolutely
vested in Government securities for their use'the sum of thirty pounds sterling per negro,
and upon an exemption to this Island from the payment of the 4 3 per cent. Duties.

5th. That the Meeting comes to this conclusion without reference or meaning to imply
the fitness of its application to the circumstances of any other Colony.

6th. That these Resolutions be inserted in a book (to be kept at the store of William
Macfarlane, Esquire), and that all parties interested be invited to sanction them, and that a
copy be presented to the Colonial Secretary by Anthony Brown, Esquire, the Island agent,

’ for the consideration of His Majesty's Ministers.
7th. That Petitions, founded on and embodying these Resolutions, be presented to both

Houses of Legislature, praying their concurrence and adoption of such measures to attain
the object of this Meeting as may seem best calculated to preserve the interests of the slave
owners, and secure the welfare of the slave.

8th. That the Honourable John Duncombe Taylor, the Honourable Samuel Otto Bayer,
and Francis Shand, Esquire, be appointed a committee to frame such Petitions, and be
authorized to sign and obtain the presentation of the same as the Petitions of this Meeting.

(A true copy.)
PY Thos Lane, Sec.
 

— No. 148,— No. 148.

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 17 October 1833.
A meeTInG of the Legislature having been fixed for this day, I have the honour

to report, that copies of your circular Despatch of the 5th-of September last have
been presented to the Council andAssembly; that His Majesty’s Proclamation accom-
panying ithas been placarded in St. John’s, and circulated throughout the Island ; and

_ that copies of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery have been distributed to the
principal inhabitants. I have, &c

, XC.

(signed) £.J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

— No. 149. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, . Government House, Antigua, 2 November 1833.
From the enclosed extract of this day’s Minutes of His Majesty’s Privy Council

of Antigua, it will be observed, that the Attorney-General is requested to draw up
a Bill, which the Board, in anticipation of the change in the condition of the
labouring classes, to be effected on the 1st of August next, have agreed to introduce
in their legislative capacity, for the purpose of modifying in this Island the present
system of slave treatment.
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Und:r the impression of its not proving unacceptable to you, it is an object of
my anxious solicitude that the right of inflicting corporal punishment upon the
slave population should, by an Act of the Legislature, henceforward be transferred
from their owners, the proprietors or managers of estates, &c. to the colonial
mre aoe

he conciliatory disposition evinced by the Council, in favourably entertainin
my suggestion, is highly satisfactory, and it will afford me sincere pleasure here-
after to be enabled to report, that the Assembly have assented to the proposed
enactment. I have, &c, kc.

(signed) <£. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor,
 

Enclosure in No. 149.

Extract of Proceedings of the Privy Councit of Antigua, 2d November 1835.

Present,

His Excellency the Governor.

The Honourable Samuel Warner. The Honourable George S. Martin.

” Meade H. Daniell. os William Lee.

» Richard W. Nanton.

Attnovucs the Governor will abstain from recommending a measure of this nature to

the notice of the Legislative Council and Assembly, especially because its effects would
prove infinitely more salutary iforiginating with and voluntarily emanating from those

odies, his Excellency deems it an act of duty to solicit the attention of His Majesty’s.
Privy Council to the propriety and policy of endeavouring to anticipate the change in the

position of the labouring classes of this community, destined to occur on the ist of August
next, by the adoption of such modifications in the present system of slave punishment and
general treatment, as the experience of the honourable members may lead them to consider

best adapted to local circumstances, during the intervening period of time.
The Board is decidedly of opinion that it would be wise to make such arrangements in

the intermediate time between this and the ist August, as would render the change in the

condition of the slaves as little striking as possible; and thus lessen the excitement that

may then naturally be expected to take place. An enactment to the effect proposed by the

Governor is of course liable to opposition in the Assembly; but the Board embark readily
in the proposition of his Excellency; and it is agreed that the Attorney-General (now
a member of this Board) do draw up a Bill which shall fully accomplish this object.

(A true Extract.)

(signed) Thomas Lane, Clerk of Council.

 

— No. 150. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor

Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
Sir, Downing-street, 14 December 1833.

I nave had the honour to receive your Despatch of the 2d November last,

enclosing an extract of the Minutes of His Majesty's Privy Council of Antigua,

by which it appears that the Attorney-General is requested to draw up a Bill,

which the Board, in anticipation of the change in the condition of the labouring

classes, to be effected on the 1st August next, have a eed to introduce in their

legislative capacity, for the purpose of modifying, in the island of Antigua, the

present system of slave treatment.

With respect to the wish which you haveexpressed, that the right of inflicting

corporal punishment upon the slave population should by an Act of the Legis-

lature henceforward be transferred from their owners, the proprietors or managers

of estates, &c. to the colonial magistracy, I have to observe, that if the Act to

which you refer be intended to be in operation only till the 1st August, there can

be no objections to it, but that, on the contrary, it appears a salutary and wise

provision. It must, however, be borne in mind,that if it be intended under such

an Act to continue, during a system of apprenticeship, the power of interference

between master and apprentice to the colonial magistracy, it would be repugnant

to the express enactment of the British statute, which vests that power exclusively

in the special (though not only in the stipendiary), magistrates. If, on the other

hand, on the 1st of August next unrestricted freedom be introduced, then this

objection falls to the ground. I have, &c.

(signed) E.G. Stanley.

 



541

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 7

— No. 151.— ANTIGUA.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. M‘Gregor, Bart. to No.151.
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 4 November 1833.

Ir has been already represented by His Majesty's Privy Council, as stated in
my letter of the 3d ultimo, “ that the general feeling of the proprietors in this

colony is, that they would decidedly prefer immediate emancipation to the system

of apprenticeship.” .
Of that preference, having had under consideration, comformably with my

Report of the 17th ultimo, the Act of the 28th of August last, together with your

circular Despatch of the 5th of September, the Legislative Council and House of
Assembly, through the medium of a joint letter to me, from their Honours the
President and Speaker, herewith. forwarded, unanimously concur in announcing

their adoption.
The sentiments of the clergy, agreeably to the statement of the Reverend the

Rector of Saint John’s, as well as of the senior Wesleyan and Moravian missionaries,
will be found likewise in accordance with those of the Privy Council and Legis-
lature upon this interesting subject.

In the Address of the President and Speaker the utmost anxiety is evinced
speedily to ascertain in how far the Mother Country may be inclined to countenance
and promote their object of accomplishing at once, under the 23d clause of the
Act of Abolition, the views of Parliament, by admitting the slave population,
without the intervention of apprenticeship, to the enjoyment, on the 1st of August
next, of unrestricted freedom.

Their honours have explained, so fully and with so much ability, the impression
of the Local Legislature, that there are two points only on which, perhaps, obser-
vations of mine may not quite be misplaced.
The actual diminution of regular troops,- to which they make allusion, does not.

exceed a deduction of 20 men from the ordinary number of the garrison, and arises
solely from the readiness, with which his Excellency, Sir Lionel Smith, has been

pleased to meet requests for strengthening detachments in St. Christophers, Mont-
serrat, Nevis and the Virgin Islands.

Previously to the next 1st of August it may be advisable, in any case, to solicit
a reinforcement for Antigua, not so much on account of the free inhabitants, whom

the King’s troops present and the militia are sufficient to protect, as for the sake of
the newly liberated slaves themselves, in order to overawe them by a show of force,
and thereby to guard against the consequences of excesses, in which they might
otherwise be tempted to indulge, on the first introduction of a great change in the
nature of their social condition. At the same time it may be further deserving of
attention, whether such a reinforcement, which, should absolute freedom be con-
ceded, would seem but temporarily requisite, during a short season of excitement,

may not be rendered indispensable throughout the whole term of apprenticeship,
if His Majesty’s Government, on whose undeviating support the negroes have been
accustomed implicitly to rely, shall come to be placed, in relation to them, in the
totally opposite light of forcibly prolonging their restraint in that intermediate stage
of servitude, contrary to the earnest intercession and recommendation of their
masters,

The other topic that it may be right in me to notice, is a proposal for the relin-
quishment, by the Crown, of the 44 per cent. Duty, producing in this Island, on
an average for the last ten years, a revenue of about 12,000/. sterling annually.

If it shall be consistent with the policy of His Majesty’s ministers to accede to
this proposition, and thereby to accelerate the attainment of liberty by the Antigua
negroes, on account of their alleged superior advancement in. civilization and
instruction, the expediency is submitted of imposing, as a condition, on the Council
and Assembly, by whom this boon is asked on behalf of the labouring classes, the
obligation of. providing an adequate income, for a circuit judge or judges. This
stipulation is suggested in reference to the desire already intimated by the King’s
Government for the formation in this Colony of a general Legislature for the
Leeward Islands, the benefits of which, as well as of the removal of the diversity
in their several constitutions, may prove more immediately conspicuous, observing
that, instead of being, as now, confined in separate Colonies, the negro population,
by virtue of the privilege of proceeding in search of employment from one Island to
another, will, at no distant period, become, as it were, common to the whole.

278,—IT. Having 
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Having formerly borne testimony, as well to the orderly demeanor of the
Antigua slaves, as to the liberality of their owners in regard to them, it is due from
me to both anxiously to hope that it may be compatible with the arrangements of
The King’s Government so to receive the present application as at once to obviate
any revulsion of feeling on the part of the labouring classes, and to encourage the
respectful confidence that prompts the local Legislature for relief from difficulties,
described as depressing the general interests of the Colony, earnestly to court the
protecting influence of the ministers of the Crown.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray M'‘Gregor, Governor.
 

Enclosure in No. 151.

(A.) |
Sir, Antigua, November 2, 1833.

Tue Board of Council and House of Assembly of this Island embrace the earliest oppor-
tunity afforded them of acknowledging the communication of your Excellency of the 16th
instant, accompanying the circular Despatch of His Majesty's Secretary of State for the
Colonies of the 5th September last, together with printed copies of the all-important Act’
(3 & 4 Will. 4, ch. 73), which has recently passed the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition
of Slavery, as well as a Proclamation issued by His Majesty in relation thereto.
The crisis at which we are thus arrived is so unexampled, so vitally important, and

absorbs so exclusively the solicitor’s attention of the Board of Council and House of
Assembly, and at the same time involves to so fearful an extent the great interest confided.
to their vigilant charge, that they feel no apology can possibly be required of them for
expressing to your Excellency the sentiments with which they are impressed in a manner
the most frank and unreserved. They will waive, as totally irrelevant to the existing state
of things, and as altogether unprofitable in their results, all discussions regarding Negro
Slavery, or the expediency of its immediate extinction throughout the British Dominions:
nor will they put forth against the strong arm of power any unavailing pretensions founded
on an infringement of their chartered rights and legislative privileges. They are even
willing to admit that ameasure of such incalculable magnitude as the Abolition of Negro
Slavery, upheld as it has been for ages by so many laws of the parent State, and interwoven
as it is in the great commercial machinery of the Empire, eould not propeily or effectively
have been brought about by any mere localcolonial authority. The course of public
events, and the heedless, but uncontrollable violence of public opinion in Great Britain had
indeed gradually prepared our minds for this mighty change; but we must candidly say,
that the interposition of a probationary stage, clogged with such exceedingly onerous terms
and provisions as are limited and defined in the het of Parliament, has not only surprised
and grieved us, but fills our minds with no little consternation and dismay.

Without fatiguing your Excellency with an attempt to enumerate the various objections
to the details of this Act, and which may in part be collected from other sources of public
information, we deem it advisable merely to state our settled conviction, that the appren-
ticeship stage must disappoint the hopes and reasonable expectations of philanthropists,
and can be productive only of a constant sense of humiliation and disquietude to all parties
concerned ; tending to substitute for the kindly feelings, mutual dependence, and the inter-
change of good offices, which, whatever may be alleged to the contrary, do now in a great
majority of instances so happily prevail, a state of constant irritation, discontent and strife,
leaving the negroes in all human probability in a condition more unfit for the enjoyment of
a rational freedom, than at the commencement of it; subjecting, moreover, the master to the
obligation of maintaining labourers, over whose conduct he can have no personal influence
or control; superseding the usual motives which stimulate to industrious labour in the case
of freemen, and yet domg away with that necessary sense ofan instantly impending céercion
in duties designed to be of an involuntary and compulsory nature.

Without entering more fully into the painful difficulties which beset the present enact-
ments, we would not however omit to remark, that the diminished fertility of our soil in
many districts, and the uncertainty of our climate every where, render our supplies of food
for our labouring population at all times precarious, notwithstanding the most industrious
cultivation. The provisions reaped, seldom supply more than halfof our consumption, even
under the present system of coercion; it is therefore evident that the restricted labour of
45 hours per week proposed under the scheme of apprenticeship would neither secure food,
nor yield a sufficient return of produce to the proprietor to enable him to procure it, unless,
indeed, his means should in some other way be simultaneously and permanently invigorated,
so as to admit of his paying hire for the remaining 15 hours, Similar remarks might
reasonably be pressed as to the obstruction created to the seasonably taking off the crops
ina country where we necessarily depend on the uncertain and fitful operation of wind-
mills. The distinction, moreover, regarding the time of servitude of the preedial and non-
predial classes, is, we think, unfortunate, and calculated to excite a jealousy, not unnatural
on the part of those who constitute in truth the most useful and meritorious class, and to
confirm those existing prejudices against mere rustic occupation, as being more degrading,
which it is of such infinite importance to counteract. But

a
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Put as regards the Island of Antigua, we confess, Sir, we are strongly inclined to look at
once to a better state of things. Actuated, as we trust we are, by feelings not less bene-
yolent than those of our fellow subjects in Europe, and desirous to evince the most loyal
concurrence in the ulterior objects of the Imperial Legislature, we are exceedingly
golicitous at this early period, when only the short interval of nine months can elapse before
the time assigned for the commenced operation of the Act before us, to ascertain, through

the good offices of your Excellency, how far we might hope for the countenance and support

of His Majesty’s Government (profiting by the more enlarged interpretation of the twenty-
third clause of the Act) in carrying intoeffect the specific objects of the statute as set forth

in the title thereof, without the intervention of any term of apprenticeship, to the conse-
quences of which we confess we do look with an anxiety much more intense. Thusmight

we hope to effect for the Island of Antigua at least, that consummation so devoutly to be
prayed for, a complete and final settlement of this most harassing and embittering question;
and that without the necessity of a measure entailing such great and enduring expense,
and so unrecognized by the British Constitution as the appointment of stipendiary magis-
trates from Europe, unacquainted as they must be with the peculiar habits, customs and
character of the people, and ignorant of the municipal institutions by which they have
hitherto been governed; and also by only one stage of excitement, instead of the three
most unnecessarily, as we think, assigned for us by the Act of Parliament. As this Act
contemplates the successive advancement of different portions of the mass of slaves to an
unqualified freedom in each Colony ; so it is not very apparent why each Colony might
not successively arrive at a general state of freedom according to the social improvement-
which each may appear to have attained. We do not, weconfess, discover any sufficient reason
referable to this Island, why an unrestricted emancipation should not answer as well in One
thousand eight hundred andThirty-four as in One thousand eight hundred and Thirty-
eight or forty ; and we are perfectly satisfied, that no possible future efforts during so short
a term of years can bring the slaves of most of the other Colonies to the same state of
religious and social improvement as that to which those of Antigua have already reached.

It cannot have escaped the observation of your Excellency, even during your short
residence among us, that there are circumstances in the condition of this Colony which
invite more to such a favourable change than perhaps in any other; among these may be
suggested the all-important and paramount one of an utter dependence, from peculiarity of
climate and the absence of unoccupied lands, except those of absolute sterility, of the
labourer on the proprietor and capitalist for the means of procuring food; and that a large
portion of the population, whether bond or free, could not hope for the means of su
sistence except by some laborious occupation in one of those frequent periods of long
drought especially to which we are almost annually subject.
Moreover it has been the policy of our Island, placing no impediment at any time in the

way of the most perfect religious toleration and security, to civilize, instruct and improve
the negro race ; whatever may have been the case in this respect in any other of the West
India Colonies, as pointedly adverted to in Mr. Secretary Stanley’s Despatch, happily we,
and our forefathers at least, to use the language of the great Apostle, have not closed the
“ door of utterance” to any who might seek to unfold the mystery of Christ. The number
of teachers of religion,iplaces of divine worship, and schools in operation, can scarcely, we
apprehend, be surpassed in any rural district of like extent in The King’s Dominions: to
this gratifying state of things have also contributed perhaps the residence of a larger por-
tion of proprietors than in some other Islands, and the facilities afforded by the face of the
country, of simplifying the operations of agriculture by the plough and other machinery.
We do not presume to say that an immediate state of absolute freedom to every inhabitant

of the Colony could be beneficially brought about by us without the co-operation and
assistance of The King’s Government; but with the humane and enlarged views by which
they are doubtless impelled, there can be little reason to doubt their concurrence, particu-
larly as the elements of the measure seem to us to be sufficiently simple, could we be
brought to feel the perfect conviction, that the proposed amount of compensation would be
actually available to our necessities, contemporaneously with the Act of Emancipation, or
even fairly vested, so that the interest might accrue in aid of our establishments, and thereb
enable us to put the new system advantageously in train. In the first place, it would be
imperatively necessary that provision should be made for the care and maintenance of the
aged, infirm, diseased, and otherwise helpless of those who are now in a condition of slavery,
and who are or may hereafter become incapable of supporting themselves by labour or indus-
trious pursuits, and which, viewing the cachectic constitution of the negro race, and how
exceedingly subject they are over and above the ordinary catalogue of human infirmities to
elephantiasis and leprosy in various forms, inveterate ulcers, ruptures, and so forth, it is
feared must amount to a large part of the aggregate population. This important object we
apprehend, on common principles of equity and christian benevolence, ought to be effected
conjointly by the three great parties to the change in the social system by the free negroes
themselves, whose kindred they are, by the British Nation and Government which seek and
uresistibly propel the innovation, and by the proprietors of the soil, who are largely con-
cerned in the future preservation of public tranquillity and reciprocal feelings of good-will
among all classes of the community. The contribution of the able-bodied labourers might
be procured by a voluntary appropriation of a small part of the weekly wages, that of the
Government, by a relinquishment on the part of the Crown of the 4 3 per cent. impost, and
of the proprietors, by permitting the occupation of cottages and negro grounds, affording
facilities for raising the usual live stock, and defraying the annual mcdical charges. To the
278,—II. rest,
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rest, the other principal ingredient for rendering successful the proposed reformation, is, we
conceive, a course of policy on the part of the parent State tending to foster the trade, and
stimulate the agriculture of the Colony, so as to enable the planter, by a steady though
moderate profit on capital and industry, to pay regularly and continuously the wages of
free labour. In short, whether the period of an unrestricted freedom be immediate or more
remote, it cannot, as we humbly conceive, be too deliberately and anxiously weighed by Hig
Majesty’s Government; whether to insure the successful solution of the great problem of
tropical free labour, and which must be presumed to embrace alike the well-being of the
labourer and his employer, and the permanent upholding of these Colonies as sources of
revenue and national wealth; whether it is not in their power so to augment the remunerat.
ing value of the Colonial productions, by rigidly securing against the participation of al]
foreign slave-holding countries, the exclusive command of the home markets to the products
of our future industry, by permitting some reasonable competition in the breweries and
distilleries, and by every conceivable device which shall lessen the cost of production to
the planter, who henceforward will give unexceptionable employment to the large class of
persons whom it is the generous design of the nation to raise from slavery toa state of
useful and productive freedom. As a measure auxiliary to such desirable results, our local
experience prompts us to suggest the issue of a smal coinage for colonialcirculation, in
order to supply the requisite means of paying the rustic labourers their wages every week;
and which species of coinage we might hope to retain in circulation byfixing on ita deno-
mination beyond its intrinsic value, and by some restrictive measure making it liable to
seizure on exportation, under the authority of Parliament.
Common prudence at the same time would point out the establishment of an efficient

police, and some addition to the military force in garrison, which so far from being hitherto
augmented, we are inclined to believe is weaker than atany preceding period.

Such, sir, are the views and explanations the Board of Council and House of Assemb}
are desirous to bring under the immediate notice of His Majesty’s Government, in order
that we may have, if possible, timely rescue from the most obnoxious and repulsive system
to be introduced by virtue of the Act of Parliament ; _a system, the difficulties of which, our
experience teaches us no local enactments could possibly overcome.

Should we fail in procuring the coincidence of those holding the reins of government,
we shall feel at least that we have performed a solemn duty towards all classes of His
Majesty’s subjects, bond or free, resident in or otherwise connected with this Island, who
are entitled to look to us for a faithful and vigilant protection of their interests.

If for the sake of uniformity of system, the apprenticeship stage, whether to.be mitigated
or made more austere towards the master, by local laws, grounded on the projected Order in
Council, should yet be pressed on this Colony, it will still remain for us to implore the
attention of His Majesty’s Ministers to one most essential feature of the case, and which
seems hitherto in no degree to have been adverted to; which is, that if one-fourth of the
labourer’s time is to be withdrawn, all allowances of food, clothing, medical charges, and so
forth remaining the same, and these to be looked into with the most scrupulous precision,
there must be some countervailing increased remuneration on the productions of our
industry, or removal of collateral burthens now pressing on it, whereby to enable proprietors
to defray that increased cost, occasioned by a payment of wages for a part of the weck;
and this in proportion of course to the time so to be subtracted from the master and allotted
to the servant. Though the sum of Twenty millions sterling to be dispensed by way of
partial indemnity,maybe supposed to afford to a certain extent the means of meeting such
contingency, yet such fund to be awarded to a multitude of claimants, through intricate
channels, by a tedious and dilatory process, and after indefinite curtailments and reductions,
can in very few instances alleviate the urgency of the case; and the majority of individuals
in possession, who will be looked up to for a successful administration of their properties,
will remain unfurnished with resources for promoting the end proposed, of encouraging
even partially free labour by the occasional payment of wages. So little satisfactory, so
complex, and so far removed in their completion do the arrangements for payment appear
to us, indeed, that we are almost tempted to say with the Roman orator, “ Non tam justitia
quam litiganditradunt vias.” Under any circumstances the modicum of compensation, what-
ever it may ultimately prove to be, cannot of course bear a comparison,as matter ofimportance
in our eyes, with those measures which are essential for giving fortunate results hereafter to
this momentous experiment. Thus the expediency of an abandonment of the 4 3 per cent.
Duties is still most forcibly presented to our view to facilitate the general good, as well of
the servile class whose industrious habits it is laudably intended to encourage, as of the
employers who are now but too sadly depressed by overwhelming difficulties of all kinds.
If any West India Colony struggling through the general adversity, has yet not been un-
mindful of its obligations to improve the moral worth of the lower classes by liberal views
and by some sacrifices of time and expenditure, it surely cannot be the desire of the
Crown or the people of England to place the agricultural ‘resources of such Colony on @
worse footing than that ofothers, which may have been more regardless of such observances.
There does not seem to remain a single plausible motive why the loyal and more ancient
dominions of His Majesty, labouring under greater physical difficulties, should not enjoy at
least the same fiscal advantages as thosepossessed of more natural capabilities, but more
recently brought under subjectionto the British Crown. Ata moment when the extirpation
of the deep-rooted and inveterate errors and evils of the political frame is resolutely deter-
mined on, what reason, we would ask, can there be for retaining this vicious and consuming
excrescence? If it be desirable to conciliate every where the colonists, why not at 60 critica

an
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and agitating a conjuncture yield this small boon? It cannot be imagined that an opulent

werwhich magnanimously resolves on raising twenty millions of money for kindred

objects, cannot otherwise provide for the charges settled on this insignificant branch of

revenue; if that be the case, better as we apprehend to take aportion of the intended

Compensation Fund, than continue this, or any other unnecessary restraint on the expan-

gion of the industrious pursuits of the present andfuturegenerations. — ;

We are indeed, sir, unbesitatingly led to make this claim on the justice of His Majesty’s

Government; for the reciprocal covenants under which this most irksome impost alleged to

have been made, do seem to us to be virtually abrogated by the recent Act of the National

Councils. The recollection that it was originally wrung under false and unjust pretences

from a feeble and unprotected people under a profligate reign, cannot but add, we trust, to

this our most earnest appeal to the wisdom and beneficence of our gracious Sovereign. We

do therefore, sir, humbly submit, that in any local Act which we may be called upon to

ass to carry into execution the designs of Government, we may have His Majesty’s sanc-

tion for repealing the Act of our island of the 20 Charles II. anno dom. 1668, intituled,

An Act for the Settlement of the Custom or Duty of 43 per cent.

Praying that your Excellency will lose no time in submitting these grave matters on the

art of the Board of Council and House of Assembly, to the consideration of His Majesty’s

inisters, we remain, with the tender of our highest and most dutiful regard,

Sir, your Excellency’s, &c. &c.

(signed) § Sam. Warner, President.
To His Excellency (signed) § Nicholas Nugent, Speaker.

Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. c.3.X.c.H.
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &c.

 

No.1.

Sir, Government House, St. John’s, 28th Oct. 1833.

I REQUEST you will be pleased, at your earliest convenience, to favour me with your

inion as to the fitness of the slave population of this island to receive unqualified freedom
r the ist of August next, instead of being subjected, before final emancipation, to an

intermediate system ofapprenticeship. i have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray M*Gregor, Governor.

To the Rev. R. Holberton, a.m. Rector of St. John’s.
To the Rev. Bennett Harvey, Superintendent

of the Moravian Mission, Antigua.
To the Rev. Mathew Banks, Superintendent

of the Wesleyan Mission, Antigua.

0
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Sir, Rectory, St. John’s, Antigua, 30 Oct. 1833.
I wave had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s communication, and in compliance

with the request therein contained, I beg leave to offer the following as my opinion on the
question proposed:

- That the slaves of this island have attained to that degree of religious and civil improve-
ment as to be qualified for receiving unrestricted emancipation on the 1st of August next,
without previously passing through an intermediate state of apprenticeship. If the masters
have means at their command for regularly paying the people their wages, I fully expect
that the people will not decline working the fond ; and from the quietness and good order
which they have in general maintained, and the regard they have hitherto shown to the
instructions and admonitions of the ministers of the Gospel, I have good hope that they will
not prove less orderly nor less influenced by religion when they shall have been advanced
into a state of unqualified freedom. Ihave, &e.

. (signed) § Robt. Holberton.
To His Excellency Sir E.J.M. M‘Gregor,

&e. &e. Ke.
 

No. 3.

Wesleyan Mission-house, St. John’s, 29 Oct. 1833.
May it please your Excellency, .

I wave the honour to receive a communication fromyour Excellency, requesting any
opinion, “as to the fitness of the slave population of this island to receive unqualified
freedom after the 1st of August next, instead of being subjected, before final emancipation,
to an intermediate system of apprenticeship.” .

I beg most respectfully to assure your Excellency, that it has long been, andstillis, my
opinion, that the slaves on this island are ina state of entire fitness to receivethe

Proposed boon. And, after near seven years’ observation and close consideration of the
moraland religious state, the peculiar habits and general character’ of the negroes, yom
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bold to aver to your Excellency that I can scarcely conceive of any possibility of danger tg
any class of His Majesty’s subjects, which could arise from immediate and entire hegro
emancipation in this Colony ; provided that such an enactment should meet the approbation
of the Colonial Legislature and the generality of the slave proprietors; and provided also
that a vigorous police be established for the first few weeks, and that legal provision be
made for the support of the aged and infirm. ;

I would further most humbly submit to your Excellency, that it has been and is m
invariable opinion, that the entire annihilation of slavery in the manner above Specified
would tend greatly to the advantage of all classes of this community.

I have, &c.

(signed) Matthew Banks, Wesleyan Missionary,
To His Excellency Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart.

Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and
over His Majesty’s Leeward Islands, &o.

 

No. 4.

TO his Excellency the Governor.
Sir, Spring Gardens, St. John, 1 Nov. 1835,

I see leave to state, that a result of a conference of the Moravian Missionaries of
Antigua, held here this morning, to consider the communication received from your Exeel-
lency on the 28th ult. is, that the majority of this conference are of opinion, that unqualifiedfreedom after the 1st of August next, is more fitting than an intermediate state ofappren~
ticeship for the slave population of this Island.

I have, &e.

(signed) Bennet Harvey.
(True copies.)  E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Governor.

 

—No. 152.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan
J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 December 1833.
IT nave received your Despatch of the 4th November last, inclosing a communica-

tion which you have received from the Legislative Council and Assembly of Antigua,
in the form of a joint letter from the President and Speaker of those bodies; and I
feel it my duty, in the first place, to express my satisfaction that this communication,
involving subjects of the highest importance. to the colony, and made at a period of
peculiar interest and anxiety, is characterized by a spirit of moderation, and that the
objections which it brings forward to the plan of emancipation, which has been
formed by the Imperial Parliament, are temperately, although earnestly supported.

It affords me no small gratification that I am enabled, to some extent at ledst,
to meet these objections, so far as relates to the colony of Antigua.
The first and principal question to which the Legislature of Antigua has thus

directed my attention is, whether they may provide for the complete emancipation
of the slaves in that colony, on the 1st of August next, without the intervention of
any apprenticeship. Upon this most important topic I have in fact already ex-
pressed my opinion. In my circular despatch of the 1oth October last, I have
signified to you that you are not to consider yourself bound to refuse your assent
to any Bill which may be passed in any of the colonies over which you preside, in
furtherance of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, merely because such Bill should
dispense with the intermediate state of apprenticeship. thave, therefore, merely to
confirm that instruction. The plan of emancipation which the Imperial Legislature
has sanctioned, was framed so as to afford to all the colonies the option of a gradual
and safe transition from slavery to freedom; but it was intentionally left open to
each colony to make such modifications in that plan as might best suit its own
peculiar circumstances; and it was anticipated that in. those colonies in which the
state of the negro population might be such as to render it feasible to shorten or
relax the proposed state of transition, the Colonial Legislatures would not be
reluctant to adopt such a course. It is with no small satisfaction, therefore, that I
learn that the negro population in Antigua is, according to the opinion of those who
are the most competent to judge, in a state of civilization and instruction sufficiently
advanced to qualify them for immediate and unrestricted emancipation, and this
satisfaction is enhanced by my perceiving that the Legislature of Antiguaandthe

residen
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resident proprietors are willing to evince their concurrence in the views and wishes

of the Mother Country, by conferring the boon of freedom without delay and with-
out qualification.

It will be a gratifying reflection to these proprietors, and cannot fail of adding to
the satisfactory working of the new system, that for so material an improvement in

their conditions, the negroes will be indebted to their own good and orderly
nduct.

aare affording important facilities for the development of the new system about
to be introduced, the Legislature of Antigua express considerable anxiety for the
speedy distribution of the compensation fund. ‘The mode of effecting that distribu-
tion was devised for the express purpose of obviating the delays, the complexities

and the expense of that litigation, which the Legislature of Antigua so earnestly
deprecate; and I confidently hope that the diligent exertions of the Commissioners

who have been selected for this purpose will quietly dispel all apprehension upon
the subject.
With regard to the suggestion thrown out by the Legislature of Antigua, that the

amount of compensation should be vested contemporaneously with the Act of eman-
cipation, 1 am happy to be able to say, that arrangements will be so made that the

sum which may be determined as the proper share for the colony of Antigua will
bear interest, for the benefit of the parties entitled, not indeed from the actual
passing of the Colonial Act of emancipation, but from such period as they may fix

upon for the commencement of its practical operation.
It affords me satisfaction to perceive that the Legislature of Antigua, in contem-

plating the subject of emancipation, has not lost sight of a very important difficulty

attending its immediate adoption. I allude to the necessity of providing for the
support of those negroes who, by disease and bodily infirmity, may be rendered
incapable of their own maintenance. I have no doubt they will so frame their
enactments upon this head as not only to accomplish the objects intended, but at
the same time to hold out the greatest possible inducements to habits of prudence
and forethought on the part of the labouring population, who have hitherto had but
little opportunity or motive for the exercise of these qualities.

As tending to create and foster such habits, and also as affording an adequate
circulating medium, adapted to the new circumstances in which the colony will be
placed, the establishment of banks and the issue of a local coinage of small denomi-
nation for colonial circulation, is under the anxious consideration of His Majesty’s
Government. With regard to the specific measures of relief and protection which
are especially pointed out by the Legislature of Antigua, (namely) the abolition of
the 43 per cent. Duties, the monopoly of the home market, as against foreign slave-
holding states, and the encouragement of the cultivation of sugar, by giving facilities
for its use in breweries and distilleries, I regret that I must confine myself to the
general intimation of my intention to give to these subjects the most impartial and
careful attention: At the same time, however, I may venture to assure you, that the
line of conduct which the colony of Antigua is disposed to pursue upon this momen-
tous occasion, secure to it a strong claim upon the Imperial Parliament for such
relief and assistance as can be afforded without adding to the fiscal burthens, or
injuring the general interests of the Mother Country.

I have, &c.
(signed) E.G. Stanley.

 

—No. 153.—
Exrract of a DESPATCH from Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to
Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 27 November 1833.

I po myself the honour of addressing you at present in reference to my letters
of the 2d and 4th instant.
The Bill adverted to in the first of those communications, for transferring the

power of corporally punishing slaves, from owners, managers, &c. to the colonial
magistracy, passed the Council, but was thrown out by the Assembly, after a debate
with closed doors.
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— No. 154. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor
Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt. .

Sir, Downing-street, 1 January 1834,
I wave received your Despatch of the 27th of November last, in which you

inform me that the Bill for transferring the power of corporally punishing slaves from
owners, magistrates, &c. to the colonial magistrates, which had passed the Council
was thrown out by the Assembly. ,

- I cannot but feel considerable régret, that a measure should have been rejected
which seemed to be so entirely in accordance with the humane sentiments displayed
in the letter from the President of the Council and the Speaker of the Assembly to

- yourself of the 2d November last, and to be consistent with that advanced moral
condition of the Negro population in Antigua, which has induced the Legislature of
that colony to desire that the intermediate state of apprenticeship sanctioned by the
British Parliament should be dispensed with. I have, &c, &e.

(signed) E. G. Stanley,

 

—No. 155. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M'Gregor, Bart.,
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 17 February 1834.
’ Havine communicated, by message, on the 13th instant, to the Council and

Assembly of this Colony the Despatch with which you have been pleased to honour
ant’ me, under date the 13th of December last, the copy of a joint Letter to my Address

 

Enclosures in
No. 155.

 

from the President and Speaker is herewith submitted for your consideration and
commands, together with that of “ An Act for relieving the Slave Population from

+ the obligations imposed upon them by the recent Act of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Abolition
of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the

manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Ser-
vices of such Slaves,’ and for repealing an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Settle-

ment of the Custom or Duty of Four-and-a-Half per Cent.,’ in order to enable the
Colony ‘ to sustain the pressure of the heavy additional Burthens which are about to

399

be entailed upon it. I have, &c.

(signed) £. J. Murray M*Gregor, Governor.

 

Enclosures in No. 155.

No. 1.

His Excellency the Governor to His Honour the PrestpEnt and Councit.

Tue Governor has considered it his duty to embrace the earliest opportunity of conveying

to your Honourable Board a copy of the Reply from His Majesty’sPrincipal Secretary of

State for the Colonial Department, on the subject of the joint letter addressed to his Excel-

lency by the President and Speaker on the 2d of November last.
(signed) E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Governor.

Government House, St. John’s,
13 February 1834.

7 A similar message to the Assembly.

 

(Duplicate.) No. 2.
Sir, ‘Antigua, 16 February 1834.

Tuz two Houses of Legislature, in submitting to your Excellency the Act just passed for

the final Abolition of Slavery throughout the Island of Antigua, have thought it might not

be altogether inexpedient on so serious an emergency, that its transmission to England

should be accompanied by such few brief explanations as the instant departure of the mail

may permit, in order that if possible it may secure a more favourable reception by His

Majesty’s Government.
In the first place, it seems necessary to state, that it is intended thispreliminary Act should

be followed by one for establishing an efficient police throughout the island, an another for
encouraging
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encouraging the voluntary binding of children as agricultural apprentices till twenty-one
ears of age, under proper conditions, and of course in perfect consistency in all respects

with the provisions of the late Act of Parliament; thiswill be with the view not only of
relieving the parents to a large extent from the burthen of maintaining their children, but of

bringing up the rising generation to habits of industry, and of training them betimes to
labour.

asubsidiary to these more important laws, it will probably be found requisite to pass enact-
ments to repress vagrancy, and to define more clearly and extend the law of trespass, as
well as to modify our existing law (No. 70) for the summary recovery of wages and other

debts.
mene of the most formidable obstacles to an emancipation of the slaves in our Island has
always appeared to be, the difficulty of providing for the large proportion of infirm and
diseased persons among them, who must be incapable of earning their subsistence; and the
extent of this difficulty can scaréely be appreciated by those who have had no opportunity
of visiting this part of the world, or of mingling in the details of its rural economy. It will
be seen in the Act now submitted, that as regards such portion of the negroes who may be
in that afflicted, helpless and destitute condition at the moment ofemancipation, their main-
tenance is fixed as a permanent burthen or annuity-charge, as it were, on the respective plan-
tations to which they were severally attached during the period of slavery ; as it is conceived
that the proprietors will be able to do this on easier terms to themselves, and with less general
inconvenience than could be effected by any other means ; but should it hereafter prove other-
wise, a parochial relief, or some other benevolent course, partaking of the nature offriendly

societies, if found more convenient and equally effectual, is kept in view. His Majesty’s
Secretary of State, in his considerate despatch of the 13th December last, very judiciously
expresses a hope that our legal provisions may be such as to hold out the greatest possible
inducements to habits of prudence and forethought on the part of the labouring population,
Such, certainly, is our most anxious desire; and we purpose by no means to deviate from the
well-regulated system of administering to the relief of the destitute, which has long obtained
in this island. _ The parish vestries being merely empowered to grant relief by rates on the
close investigation of each individual case, but not authorized to give aid to any one as a
legal due: in this way the idle, improvident and able-bodied receive no assistance, but are
very properly cast on the exertion of their own natural energies for a livelihood. With us,
theverore, the relief afforded is entirely of a benevolent and compassionate character, as cir-
cumstances arise; and on this footing it is of course intended that all those of the entire
mass of population, whether white, coloured or black, who, subsequently to the era of eman-
cipation, may be able to exhibit urgent claims of distress on the several parishes, shall receive
assistance. ‘

The third clause of our Act has been introduced with the view of rendering as little abrupt
as possible the transition from slavery to unrestricted freedom; to keep things, as far as
may be, in sité; to prevent any very sudden dislocation and confusion; to allow the newly-
manumitted to elect their future places of residence and service, and gradually to settledown
and cement the subsequent relations of master and servant.

It is manifest, sir, from this very cursory exposition, that His Majesty’s ancient and loyal
colony ofAntigua will be immediately called upon, for measures of vital security and import-
ance, to incur a large expenditure, for which a long course of adverse circumstances has left it
almost entirely unprepared. Not only will the provision for the destitute, as we have described

- it, lead to considerable expense and consequent charges on the proprietors of the soil (on the
precise amount of which it is impossible at present to form any conjecture); but the con-
templated police establishment will, in all probability, require an annual outlay of several
thousand pounds currency, with the additional cost for providing stations and erecting
houses of correction. To no source does it occur to us to look for adequate means in these
particulars, and to enable us to meet all other stern exigencies of the approaching crisis,
except to a remission of the 4 § per cent. Duties. We humbly trust, therefore, our motives
for blending this subject in the present enactment will not be misconstrued, especially after
the explicit notice and avowalof our design in the joint Report of the 31st October last, and
the hopes which His Majesty’s Secretary of State encourages us to entertain of the stron
claim which this Colony will have on the Mother Country, in consequence of the advance
position which it has not hesitated to take on so unexampled an occasion. If our present
conduct is indeed deserving of public commendation, and has contributed aught to strengthen
the hands of the King’s Government amid the distracting discussions connected with this

_ Momentous question, this is certainly the specific requital which we most sedalously and
importunately seek, and which will do most to insure general confidence and good-will, and
to cheer us on amidst the numberless difficulties which we cannot disguise to ourselves we
shall, under any circumstances, have to encounter. No other boon or bounty, however |
gracious and munificent, can to our feelings come in competition with this, proving, as the
impost does, a dead weight on our agricultural industry, which excites a constant invidious
comparison with the other more favoured West India Colonies of His Majesty, and which,
at various periods of our history, has created the most painful social bickerings and_heart-
burnings, We almost despair of adding to the force and’ earnestness of our late joint Report;
but nevertheless we would still remind His Majesty’s Government that we are no longer, in
this particular, pleading the cause of a few slave-holding proprietors, but that of all classes
ofHis Majesty’sfree subjects in the Island; and there cinbe none other, Whatever will
relieve the burthens on the agriculture of the Colony, will benefit not only the landholder,
but the labourer, whose welfare and continuous employment will depend on the remunerating
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returns which such agriculture may afford. The emancipated negro himself, who b hi
savings and industrious course of life may acquire a plot of ground, and cultivate it in any
of the minor exportable productions of the climate; as, for instance, ginger, arrow-root aloes
and so forth, will otherwise receive in this way a check to his laudable exertions, aswell as
the most considerable cultivator. This impost, therefore, preys on the very vitals; and its
retention, at a period of so great a political reformation, would, we confess, appear to us

to be not only injurious, but somewhat inconsistent. It is worthy of deliberation if the
measures which we thus hold to be essential to ultimate success be thwarted by the continu-
anceofthis or any other unnecessary restraint on theproductive efforts of the Colony, whether
the same 4 4 per cent. fund itself may not come speedily to be placed in jeopardy, as well
indeed as the whole amount of revenue which the Colony, by its various productions has
paid annually into the King’s Exchequer; to say nothing of the collateral stimulusafforded
to the shipping interest, and the commercial, manufacturing and agricultural energies of
the Nation.
To us, sir, it seems merely a question of thé undoubted prerogative of His Majesty, as

regards his assent to an Act of the Legislature of Antigua. If the Crown has really divested
itself of a portion of the prerogative, and has immediately given up the control of the subject
of the 44 per cent. Duties to Parliament, then we fervently hope the Minister, with his cus-
tomary talent, candour and sincerity, will propound the measure to Parliament, and we have
no misgivings as to its voice and sympathybeing decidedly in our favour.

We will only add, that our grateful acknowledgments are due to His Majesty’s Secreta,
of State for his candid reception of our late communication, and for his prompt and liberal
acquiescence in some of its suggestions. As regards the payment of interest on our propor-
tionate share of the Compensation Fund, our meaning was, that the parties in Possession of
plantations should be enabled, from the period of the commenced operation of our local Act
to avail themselves of such interest money, say quarterly or otherwise, to aid in the payment
of labourers’ wages pending the final distribution by the Commissioners to themselves and all
other claimants concerned.

Finally, we submit, sir, that as Antigua seems on the eve of making a more marked and
sudden transition in its social state than the neighbouring Colonies, the precaution of a
timely augmentation of its garrison may not be unadvisable. :

We beg to remain, Sir, your Excellency’s most faithful and obedient servants,
(signed) Sam. Warner, President,

NicholasNugent, Speaker.

(A true copy) Thos. Lane, Secretary.

 

No. 3.

Anticua.—A Bill for relieving the Slave Population from the obligations imposed
upon them by the recent Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the
British Colonies, for promoting the Industry ofthe manumitted Slaves, and for compen-
sating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves;” and for repealing
an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the Settlement of the Custom or Duty of Four-and-a-
Half per Cent.” in order to enable the Colony to sustain the pressure of the heavy
additional Burthens which are about to be entailed upon it.

Wuereas by the twenty-third section of an Act of the Parliament of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the third and fourth years of the reign of His
Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery through-
out the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for
compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” it is enacted,
* that in case the Governor, Council and Assembly of any one or more of His Majesty’s Colo-
nies aforesaid shall by any Act or Acts of General Assembly for that purpose made, sub-
stitute for the several enactments therein before contained, or any of them, any enactments
accomplishing the several objects in such thereinbefore contained enactments respectively
contemplated as fully and to the like effect, but in a manner and form better adapted to the
local circumstances of any such Colonies or Colony, and in case His Majesty shall, by any
Order or Orders to be by him made, by the advice of his Privy Council, confirm and allow
any such Act or Acts of Assembly, and shall in and by any such Order or Orders in
Council recite and set forth at length the several provisions and enactments of that Act for
which such other enactments as aforesaid shall have been substituted by any such Act or
Acts of General Assembly, then and in such case so much and such parts of that Act as
shall be so recited and set forth at length in any such Order or Orders of His Majesty in
Council shall be suspended and cease to be of any force or effect in any such Colony from
and after the arrival and Proclamation therein of any such Order or Orders of His Majesty
in Council, and shall continue to beso suspended so long as any such substituted enact-
ments shall continue in force and unrepealed, and no longer :”

And-whereas the Governor, and Council and Assembly of this Colony, havingmaturely
considered the system of Apprenticeship prescribed by the said Act of Parliament in all its
bearings, have arrived at a conviction of the expediency of dispensing with the same, and
allowing the Slave Population to pass to a state of absolute and entire freedom on the first
day of August One thousand eight hundred and thirty-four: And

n
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And whereas the ordinary local resources cannot be justly expected to be equal to bearing

the increased expenditure which must obviously be required for accomplishing the several
‘objects contemplated in this Act, and theLegislature 18 therefore imperatively called upon

to appeal to the generous and benevolent feeling and consideration of The King’s most

Excellent Majesty, and implore his gracious assistance in relieving this ancient Colony

from ‘ the Four and a half per cent. impost,’ a burthen which has longand severely pressed

upon its interests, under which colonies not more conspicuous for their loyalty and attach-

ment to His Majesty’s person and government, though possessing infinitely greater wealth

and local advantages, have never laboured, and from which its present impoverished condi-

‘tion and dejecting prospects now urge it, with all due and profound reverence for His

Majesty, and an implicit reliance upon his royal andpaternalcare, and the solicitude he

has invariably manifested for the welfare of all classes of his faithful subjects, to prefer its

strong equitable claim to be in future equally free: .

I. May it therefore please Your most Excellent Majesty» That it may be enaeted, and be

jt enacted by the Governor andCommander-in-Chiefof Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua,

Montserrat, Barbuda, Saint Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica,

and the Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, and it is hereby

enacted and ordained, by the authority of the same, That all and every the persons, who on

the first day of August one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, shall be holden in

slavery within this Colony or its dependencies, shall upon and from and after the said first

day ofAugust one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, become and be to all intents and

urposes free, and discharged of and from all manner of slavery, and of and from the obli-

gations imposed by the said hereinbefore in part recited Act of the Parliament of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery
throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and

for compensating the persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves ;” and shall be

absolutely andfor ever manumitted; and that the children thereafter to be born to any

such persons, and the offspring of such children shall in like manner be free from their
birth; and that from and after the said first day of August one thousand eight hundred and

thirty-four, Slavery shall be and is hereby utterly and for ever abolished and declared unlaw-

ful within this Colony and its dependencies.

II. And be it further enacted, That the said persons so manumitted shall on the said first
day of August one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, be considered eligible in the
several parishes in which they were last holden in slavery, to receive parochial relief on the

same footing as all His Majesty’s other subjects in this Colony.

III. And be it further enacted, That until the first day of August one thousand eight
hundred and thirty-five, it shall not be lawful for the owners or directors of plantations to
evict or expel any Jabourer or labourers, person or persons, who shall be willing to continue
to perform such ‘work as shall be assigned to him, her or them, and shall truly and faith-
fully perform the same for stipulated wages, or who shall be then labouring under any such
disease or mental or bodily infirmity as may render him, her or them incapable of earning
his, her or their subsistence, from the habitations or tenements which he, she or they respec-
tively personally occupied in their state of slavery, except in case of insubordinate,
quarrelsome, disorderly or riotous behaviour, or in case of drunkenness, theft, trespass or
other gross delinquency on their part; when it shall be competent to any two or more jus-
tices of the peace, upon due and impartial inquiry made into the merits of the complaint,
by an authority under their hands and seals to sanction the expulsion of any such delin-
quent; but the said owners or directors of plantations shall be and are hereby required to
permit and suffer the said labourers and persons to have and enjoy respectively the personal
occupation of the said habitations or tenements, by way of a temporary and gratuitous
accommodation for the year ending on the said first day of August one thousand eight hun-
dred and thirty-five, and no longer, without any molestation or interruption of or by the said
owners or directors of plantations, under a penalty of five pounds for every offence, to be
recovered and applied in the manner hereinafter mentioned.

IV. And be it further enacted, That from and after the said first day of August
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, all owners or directors of plantations in this
Colony shall be and are hereby required to supply those persons who in their state of slavery
were attached to such plantations respectively, and shall at the time of emancipation be
afflicted with any such disease or mental or bodily infirmity as may render them incapable of
earning their subsistence, with such food, clothing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance,
and such other maintenance and allowances, as by the laws now in force in this Colony an
owner is required to supply to and for any slaves being of the same age and sex, and under
the same circumstances as such persons shall respectivelybe, until proper arrangements and
due and adequate provision shall be made for their maintenance and relief by the respective
parishes, or by some other benevolent and effectual plan, in their favour, and noloneer,
under a penalty of five pounds for every offence, to be recovered and applied in the manner
hereinafter mentioned.

V. Provided always, and be it enacted, That in the event of any dispute or difficulty in
ascertaining whether any particular individual shall be included in such number of persons,
it shall and may be lawful for the parties interested to make their appeal to two or more of
the nearest of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, who taking to their counsel some expe-
rienced medical practitioner, shall under their hands and seals peremptorily and conclusively
decide in thisbehalf,
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VI. And beit further enacted, That the penalties imposed by this Act shall and may be
recovered before any two or more justices of the peace; and all justices of the peace are
hereby empowered and required, upon complaint to them made, to grant a warrant to bri
the offender before them, at the time and place in such warrant specified; and if, on con.
viction of such offender on his or her confession, or on the evidence of any one or more cre-
dible witness or witnesses upon oath (which oath such justices are hereby empowered to
administer), any such penalty shall not be forthwith paid, it shall and may be lawful to and
for such justices to levy the same by distress, and for want ofdistress, to commit every such
offender to the common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize for any time not
exceeding twenty days, unless such penalty, and all reasonable charges attending the reco-
very thereof shall be sooner paid ; and all such penalties, when so recovered and levied as
aforesaid, shall be paid into the public treasury, to be applied to the general uses of the
Colony.
VIL. And be it further enacted, That an Act of this Island, dated the nineteenth day of
May one thousand six hundred and sixty-eight, intituled, “ An Act for the Settlement
of t ‘ Custom or Duty of Four and a Half per Cent,” shall be and the same ishereby
repealed. ‘

passed the Assembly on the 13th February 1834, and the Council on the 15thFebruary
18934.

— No. 156. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan J.
Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.

Sir, Downing-street, 19th February 1834.
I nave been informed by Mr. Brown, the agent for the Island of Antigua, that

a Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in Antigua had passed through one or more of -
its stages in the House of Assembly, containing an enactment repealing the four and
a half per cent. duties.

I hope that in the further progress of the measure, the Legislature of Antigua
will become sensible of the risk and impropriety of the insertion of such an enact-
ment, and that it will ultimately be omitted, more especially as my reply of the
13th December to your Despatch of the 4th November last, in expectation of which
it would appear that the House of Assembly had adjourned for a short interval, will
have held out no definite hope of the repeal of those duties.

I trust also that you will not have failed to point out to the Legislature that by
the 14th clause of your instructions, under the Sign Manual, you are required “as
much as possible to observe in the passing of all laws, that whatever may be requi-
site upon each different matter be provided for by a different law, without mixing
in one and the same Act such things as have no proper relation to each other ;”
that in my Despatch of the 19th October last, I especially advised you that in case
the Legislature were desirous of making any provisions in connexion with the Act
for the Abolition of Slavery, the approval of which might in any degree be doubt-
ful, these provisions should be contained in a distinct Act, so as not to endanger
the acceptance of the main and substantial part of the measure, upon which the
right of the Colony to its share of the compensation might depend. You will,
doubtless, also have called the attention ofthe Assembly to the fact, that the four and
a half per cent. duties are under the control of the Imperial Parliament, and that the
Assembly of Antigua have no right to legislate as to their repeal or modification.
If, notwithstanding these considerations, the Act for the Abolition of Slavery should
be passed by the Legislature of Antigua and assented to by yourself, and should:
contain the objectionable clause to which I have alluded, His Majesty will have
no alternative but to disallow it, The primary result of that disallowance will be,
that unless the Legislature of Antigua shall be able to take immediate steps for
repairing this mistake, and previous to the 1st August to pass another Act for the
Abolition of Slavery, to which His Majesty shall find himself able to assent, the

British Act will come into unaided operation, and the apprenticeship will commence
without any of its incidental regulations having been provided for. I am convinced
that the Legislature of Antigua and yourself will be fully ‘sensible of the incon-
venience and danger of such a state of circumstances, and that in case the Act for

the Abolition of Slavery in Antigua shall not have been transmitted to this country

previously to the receipt of this Despatch, and shall contain the clause which
Mr. Brown has brought under my notice, the Legislature will require no additional

arguments to induce them to prevent the unfortunate consequences which Ihave

pointed out, by taking measures for the omission or repeal of the objectionable
enactment. I have, &c.

(signed)  E. G, Séanley.
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— No. 157. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Evan J.
Murray MGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 10th April 1834.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 17th February last, inclosing copies of the

Bill for the Abolition of Slavery which has been passed by the Council and

Assembly of Antigua.
My Despatch of the 19th February last, will already have informed you that His

Majesty would have no alternative but to disallow this Bill, in consequence of its

containing a clause repealing the four and a half per cent. duties, so far as respects
igua. ;

Aeryasting, however, that in pursuance of the intimation conveyed in that Despatch,

the Legislature of Antigua will have lost no time ip framing a similar Bill, with the

omission of the objectionable clauses, I shall delay taking the necessary measures

for signifying His Majesty’s formal disallowance of the Bill which you have trans-

mitted to me; until I shall again hear from you on the subject.

1 conceive, however, that it is due to the Legislature of Antigua not to omit this

opportunity of expressing my unqualified approbation of the provisions of the Bill

which relate to the Negroes. The objects and probable effects of the 2d and

3d clauses, which provide for the temporary domicile of the Negroes in their present

habitations, and for the support of the aged and infirm, until some other system can

be devised for that purpose, have been so justly and forcibly pointed out in the joint

letter of the President and Council, and the Speaker of the Assembly to yourself,of

the 16th February, that I feel it unnecessary to make any comments upon them,

further than to express to you my opinion that these benevolent and prudent enact-

ments will in no small degree enhance the value of the boon conferred upon the

Negro population; that they will furnish an additional motive for their gratitude

and attachment, and will most materially contribute to the successful issue of the

important experiment of unqualified and immediate freedom which the Colony of

Antigua has determined to undertake. I have, &e.

(signed)  <. G. Stanley.

 

— No. 158.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray MGregor, Bart.,
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 4 June 1834.
Your Despatch of the 16th April was communicated to the Council and

Assembly on the 2d instant, and I have enjoyed the gratification of this day
assenting to a Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in Antigua and its dependencies,
“from and after the first day of August next.”-

This Bill, a transcript of which is enclosed, is similar to that upon the same
subject now in your possession, with the omission of the objectionable clause,
repealing the four-and-a-half per cent. duties, and with a few other apparently
inconsiderable alterations, and is intituled, “ An Act for relieving the Slave Popu-
lation from the obligations imposed upon them by the recent Act of the Imperial
Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, ‘ An
Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the:British Colonies, for promoting
the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto
entitled to the services of such Slaves.’ ”
The first clause abolishes slavery in Antigua and its dependencies, on the 1st

day of August 1834, for ever.
The second clause grants parochial relief to all persons so manumitted on the
oy of August, on the same footing as all His Majesty’s other subjects in this
olony.
The third clause prohibits owners or directors of plantations from evicting or

expelling labourers willing to work for stipulated wages, or labouring under mental
or corporeal diseases, or infirmity, from their habitations or tenements on planta-
tions before the ist day of August 1835, except guilty of disorderly and improper
conduct, then by the order of two or more justices of the peace.
The fourth clause compels owners or directors of estates, from and after the

1st day of August 1834, to furnish such diseased or infirm persons as were in a
278.—II, state
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state of slavery attached to the plantation, with the same maintenance, care and
attention as the laws now in force in the Colony require to be furnished to {slaves
of same age and sex, and under similar circumstances, until adequate parochial or
other relief is provided.
The fifth clause: In case of dispute or difficulty as to what persons are so

entitled to relief, appeal to be made to two or more of the nearest justices of the
peace, whose decision to be conclusive.
The sixth clause regulates the mode of bringing offenders before magistrates,

and the proceedings before them, and regulates the manner of recovering the
penalties imposed by this Act.
Under the peculiar circumstances in which this enactment has been presented to

me, my assenting to it will, I trust, be honoured with your approval.
Ihave, &c.

(sighed) E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Governor.
 

—No. 159.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M'‘Gregor,Bart,

to Mr. Secretary Stanley.
Sir, _ Government House, Antigua, 30 June 1834.

I po myself the honour of forwarding two Acts passed by the Governor, Council
and Assembly of this Island; viz.

ist. An Act for establishing a new System of Police, and for increasing the
power of the Magistracy of this Island in the appointment of Rural Constables,-
and for providing and regulating a House of Correction. a

Former Acts repealed; Governor or Commander-in-Chief to select persons for,
and to fill up vacancies. Members of police not to follow other occupation or to
take fees, to wear uniform, and to be supplied with arms, &c., and not to do
militia duty. .

Superintendent to keep two horses; to be ajustice of the peace, &c.
Assistant of police to act as chief at the station to which he is appointed, &c. |
Clerk to be always stationary at St. John’s.
In St. John’s, besides constabulary duties, to keep watch and ward, to apprehend

rogues, vagabonds, &c.
Three other stations to be formed under the authority of the Governor, who is

empowered to hire or rent houses, &c.
On application of the owner, two Justices may appoint persons domiciliated as

labourers, to be constables on plantations.
Central house of correction established at the new jail, until adequate provision

for such institutions be made in the several parishes.
The Act to continue in force for two years.
2d. An Act for enabling Labourers, Artificers and Servants to recover by sum-

mary process their Wages from their Employers, and for repealing an Act dated
the twenty-eighth of October, in the year one thousand six hundred and eighty-
four, intituled, “‘ An Act for enabling Artificers, Labourers and Servants to recover
their Wages from their Masters.” —

Clause first, enables artificers, labourers or servants to recover wages due, before
any one of His Majesty's justices of the peace: provided complaint made within
30 days, and sum not exceeding 5/. current gold and silver monev.

Clause second, repeals former Act of 2%th October 1684.

I have, &c.
(signed) £. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.
 

—No. 160. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 3 July 1834.
I po myself the honour of laying before. you copies of Proclamations issued in

this Island, under the advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council, in reference to the
change to occur in the condition of the labouring classes, on the 1st of August

next. I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Governor.
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Enclosures in No. 160.

No.1.

Anticua.—By his Excellency Sir Evan John Murray
E, J. Murray M'Gregor. M‘Gregor, Baronet, &c. &c., Governor and Com-

mander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty’s Islands of
(L. 8.) Antigua, Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Christopher's, Nevis,

Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica, Chancellor,
Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c, &c.

A PROCLAMATION.
Wuexeas it hath pleasedAlmighty God in His infinite wisdom to bring toa happy

termination the system of Slavery hitherto existing in this Colony, and to bestow on all its

inhabitants the privilege of freedom; and it is incumbent on us to testify our grateful

sense of the Divine favour on so interesting an occasion, and to implore the permanent

rotection of the Supreme Being; I do hereby, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s
rivy Council, direct and appoint that Friday the first day of August next be observed in

all churches and chapels as a day of general thanksgiving for these mercies, and likewise

of humble intercession to the wise Disposer of all things for His continued blessing on
this most important change.

It is expected that this day will be observed by persons of all classes with the same
marks of respect and reverence as the Sabbath.

Given under my hand and seal at Government-House, this thirteenth day of June,
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, and in the fourth year of His
Majesty’s reign.

Gop save THE KING.
By his Excellency’s command,

Charles Taylor, Private Secretary.
Duly published this thirteenth day of June, one? Henry Berkeley, Deputy Provost

 

thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. S Marshal.

No, 2. _
Anticua.—By his Excellency Sir Evan John Murray

E. J. Murray M‘Gregor. M‘Gregor, Baronet, &c. &e., Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty’s Islands of

(1. 8.) Antigua, Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis,
Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica, Chancellor,
Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c. &c.

A PROCLAMATION.
Wuereas his Excellency the Governor in the month of December last, then contem-

plating a system of apprenticeship, notified to the working population of this community,
that a statement should in fitting time appear, explaining the circumstances in which they
would be placed on and after the first day of August next.
And whereas by an Act lately passed and published, the same being in concert with the

views of His Majesty’s Government, the legislature of the Island, confiding in the good
character which experience had led them willingly to recognize in the labouring classes,
have dispensed with the intermediate stage of apprenticeship, and have declared them to
be on the ensuing first of August free subjects of The King, to all intents and purposes in
like manner as the inhabitants of the United Kingdom.
And whereas the time is now at hand when the race of people, who are to partake of

this blessing, will be placed in a situation either to answer, or to disappoint, the confident
expectations that have been formed of them.

t hath therefore seemed good to his Excellency the Governor, by and with the advice
of His Majesty’s Privy Council, to call the serious attention of those, who are so soon to
become free, to the following most important points.

First.—That their condition will be no longer that of reliance on their masters for food,
house-room and clothing; their new position will remove them from this close connexion
with their former owners, and they will henceforth have to depend for the necessaries of
life on the honest and industrious labour of their own hands.
Secondly.—That whilst the utmost benefit of the laws, and encouragement from the

owners of planiations will be given to those who labour industriously and live soberly and
honestly where they are permitted to reside, the magistrates will be by law empowered to
order to be taken up and brought to deserved punishment, all such as shall wander about
in idleness, or attempt to make a living by robbery, theft or any dishonest means: and the
masters, who are required by the Act just passed not only to establish unrestricted freedom,
but to let their steady, orderly and reputable dependents remain in undisturbed possession
of their present habitations or houses, for twelve months to come, may, nevertheless, avail
themselves of the right which the same Acf gives them, namely, to expel from their estates
such as shall be guilty of “ insubordinate, quarrelsome, disorderly or riotous behaviour, or
drunkenness, theft, trespass, or other gross delinquency.”

Thirdly.278.—IT,
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ANTIGUA. Thirdly.—-That the obligations of free subjects of His Majesty The King. bind them to
—_— due obedience and loyal support to all who are herepat in authority under The King, and

with quiet submission to observe the laws of the land, and also to be ever ready to assist in
suppressing and bringing to justice any evil disposed persons who may threaten to disturh
the public peace. oe .

Fourthly.—That the said first of August having been, by a proclamation from his
Excellency the Governor, ordered to be kept as a day of public thanksgiving to God for.
His past mercies, and of humble intercession for the continuance of His gracious care and
favour, it is confidently expected that the demeanor of those made free on that memorable
occasionwill be distinguished by the temperance, moderation and decorum that should
mark the rejoicing of a christian people, whilst the fear of offending that AlmightyBeing
whose power over the stormy wind and tempest we are taughtat that season of theyear
especially to acknowledge, will deter them from every excess displeasing to Him, ‘and
endangering their own peace and safety. ;
Lastly.—As these individuals have heretofore enjoyed full liberty of conscience in

serving God, and attending the means of grace afforded by the several ministers of
the Gospel who have long laboured among them for their good, and who have made the
most favourable representations of their civilization and fitness to enjoy the boon of freedom
(which gratifying testimony was dutifully transmitted by the Governor, to be laid before
His Majesty The King), so are they now solemnly called upon to remember and to maintain
the conduct thus clearly pointed out to them in the holy Scriptures :

“ Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be
to the King, as supreme; or unto Governors, as unto them that are sent by him for
the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the
will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:
As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of
God. Honour atu MEN. Love THe BroTHERrHoop. Fear Gop. Honovur_
THE Kine.”—1 Peter, chap. ii. ver. 13 to 17.

Given under my hand and seal at Government-House, this first’ day of July one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-four, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

Gop sAVE THE Kine.

By his Excellency’s command,
C. Taylor, Priv. Secretary.

Duly published this first day of July, one}
thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. Henry Berkeley, Deputy Provost Marshal.

 

—No. 161.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.,
to Mr, Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Christopher's, 5 August 1834.
ApverTING to my Despatches relative to the police establishment of Antigua, it

is highly satisfactory to me, particularly with reference to the concluding paragraph
of his last letter, to inclose for your information the accompanying copies of com-
munications recently received from the President administering the government of
that Island. - I have, &e

(signed) ££. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

No. 161.
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No. 1.

Sir, Antigua, August 2d, 1834.
Occurizp as I presume your Excellency must be on the important occasion of your

presence in another part of your government, I should not have trespassed upon your time,
ut from a conviction that your Excellency will be gratified to hear that the momentous

crisis which was looked to with anxiety not unmixed with appreliension, has arrived and
passed without any disturbance of the public peace or excess of feeling among the class of
ersons from which, if even in ebullitions of joy it might naturally have been expected,
ut that on the contrary, a calm and strict obedience to the solemn and religious observances

prescribed by your Excellency’s proclamation, appears alone to have actuated and pervaded
the whole population, and in the hope that your Excellency’s measures elsewhere will be
crowned with equal success for the general tranquillity,

I have, &c.
To his Excellency Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, (signed) Sam. Warne.

Governor-in-Chief, &c. &c.
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No. 2.
Sir, Antigua, 4 August 1834.

1 sHOULD not so soon have addressed your Excellency after my letter of the 2d instant,

but that I have the satisfaction of informing you that this day on which there was some

doubt of the negroes resuming their labours, they have with a very few exceptions made

known to me, universally turned out on the conditions generally proposed and understood

of 13. per day to the able labourers, and gd. to the second description, and I think there

js no reason to suppose but that the whole will very'soon come into the.same terms.

In the hope of yourExcellency’s return to this‘Teland, I thought it right to postpone the

eriod appointed for the sailing of the express boat after the packet for 48 hours, that is,

rom Saturday last at 3 P.M. to the same hour this day, which I trust your Excellency will

approve, as intended well; she did not, however, arrive till yesterday, so that the actual

detention has been but short.
I am happy to tell your Excellency that the new police is in full operation, with vigilance

 

and activity, and I may add with good effect. I have, &e
, Xe.

To his Excellency Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, (signed) Sam. Warner.

Governor-in-Chief, &c. &c.

—No. 162.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir

Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, dated Downing-street, 6 September 1834.

I nave received your Despatches of the dates and numbers mentioned in the

margin, and I have also received a Despatch, dated the 6th August, from the

resident administering the government of Tortola.

By these communications I am put in possession of the state of affairs during

the first days of August in each of the Islands under your government, except

Dominica, of which accounts have reached me direct from Sir C. Schomberg.

You will receive by the present opportunity, a Despatch written before the

arrival of your present communications, in which I signified to you His Majesty’s

approbation of your measures. The further details with whichIam now acquain-

ted can have no other effect than to confirm me in the opinion that every thing has

been done which was possible on your part to bring the great measure of Abolition

of Slavery into safe and satisfactory operation.

Although I have to regret that the inaction of the negroes in St. Christopher's

was continued up to the date of your latest Despatch, it is, on the other hand, very

gratifying to perceive that the establishment of perfect freedom in Antigua, if it has

risked in some degree the success of the apprenticeship system in a neighbouring

colony, has at least had a most auspicious commencement of its own, and has led,

without disturbance or struggle, to the employment of the negroes uponmoderate,

but as I should hope, adequate wages.
 

—No. 163.—

Cory of aDESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 29 August 1834.

Ow1ne to my late absence from, and constant occupation since my return to

Antigua, being without the means of estimating, from personal observation, the pro-

bable effects now in progress upon this community, of the sudden elevation of its

peasantry from slavery to freedom; and desirous at the same time that no informa-

tion, which if in my power to procure at a period so interesting, should be withheld

from you, I have obtained, and beg leave to submit to your consideration the accom-

panyingReport on passing events, from the superintendent of police, the details of

which, as occasion may require, or as new features present themselves in the varying

scene, will necessarily engage my earnest and anxious attention.

Some of the difficulties alluded to by the superintendent will, in all likelihocd,

gradually exhaust themselves, while others may eventually demand legislative

remedies; but for the sake of all parties, and particularly of the labouring orders,

whose general conduct throughout this unprecedented change of condition has

hitherto redounded so highly to their credit, it is to be regretted that the Governor's

forced seclusion from society at the most eventful crisis in West Indian history,

entirely paralyzes the influence of the executive in their behalf, which might other-

wise be actively and usefully exerted, on this important occasion, with the higher

classes. I have, xc.

(signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,.Governor.
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Enclosure in No. 163.

Extract of a LETTER from Henry Loving, Esquire, Superintendent of Police, to
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, dated Police-Office, Head Quarters, St, John’s
27th August 1834. ,

Your Excellency’s absence during the greater part of the ,month necessarily precluded
you from being immediately acquainted with passing events in this Island, and affords me
the advantage of compiling a more comprehensive report of the operations of the Slave
Abolition Law of Antigua.

I have now the honour to inform your Excellency that I felt it expedient, from a sense of
the high regard entertained of my character by the slave population, to address them on
the 31st of July in the shape of a “ public notice,” which was printed and widely circulated
wherein T gave them much good udvice, and endeavoured to reconcile their expectation on
the score of wages with the standard which the planters had agreed upon, according to
the extent of their ability to afford it. It is not my business to state the positiveeffects
produced by this document, but I leave your Excellency to deduce your own conclusions
from the sentiments expressed by one of our journalists who is the organ of the proprietary
body; namely, that “ the placard did good ;” one of these public notices is sent herewith,
as forming part of this report.
The eventful 1st of August arrived, proceeded and ended, without one circumstance of

a public or private nature to agitate the frame of society, or to mark the transition from
a state of slavery to that of freedom. There never was an occasion in this Island, not
excepting the Sabbath, where a day was kept with such universal reverence and unbiassed
holiness. Every thing appeared to be done from individual conviction that it was a season
of no ordinary kind; and praise and adoration and thanksgiving to God were offered up by
the whole people in the churches and chapels from eleven o’clock in the morning till eight
at night.
The next day (Saturday) was spent by the labouring population in festive enjoyments,

They had provided themselves, out of their own means, With new apparel from top to toe,
and enough of good fare for every purpose; and I feel much pleasure in assuring your
Excellency that they conducted themselves generally with christian propriety.
On Monday the 4th, the gangs on a few plantations went to work cheerfully for the

stipulated wages, and on some other estates a trifling number of 10 or 12 labourers out of
perhaps a population of between 100 and 200 might be seen in the field; while on other
places the labourers altogether had ceased from work for the time. It appeared that the
great majority of the peasantry were either bent on a whole week’s relaxation, or were
calculating how far they might benefit themselves by striking for higher wages on the places
of their original domicile, or looking out for new and more beneficial channels for their
industry. » From that period to the present, a variety of changes from plantation to planta-
tion have taken place among them, and on a few places almost the whole population have
been interchanged by their own whim, the love of novelty, the predominance of self-
interest, or dislike to their managers or other governors. From the last of these causes,
I am to trace most of the difficulties which exist at this moment, in reconciling the peasantry
to the new state of things.
Among the various causes which have led the peasantry to disagree with their employers,

I may notice some of the most prominent; viz.
ist. The hour of turning out in the morning.
edly. The collecting and throwing of green fodder for the horses.
gdly. The hour of breaking off work in the evening.
The head quarters of my department has been constantly engaged in hearing complaints

or giving advice upon these several heads, and as the law does not refer to either of them,
I have taken great pains to impress this upon the minds of the complainants, and to point
out that the only remedy afforded them as free men, was to leave their then employers if
they could get better terms elsewhere. They have invariably abided by my counsel, and
in some cases have resumed their labour on the same plantation, without any palpable
discontent.

With respect to the first of these causes, I am to infurm your Excellency that it has been
created by a want of union among the planters, who, though their interests would appear
to be alike, are at variance in their respective plans, according to the view which each
of them takes of benefiting his own property. Thus, the humane man requires his labourer
to turn out at sun-rise; the middling man rather earlier, and the rigid old school colonist
at peep of day, agreeably to the private advice conveyed in a note from an attorney to his
manager, “ not to abateu tittle of old customs.” The watchful and suspicious mind of the
peasantry soon discover the contrast, and disagreement quickly follows between them and
the more illiberal class of employers. I am of opinion that the people will never consent

to commence work before sun-rise in this inhospitable climate, now that they are free; end
unless the planters will come into the measure generally, I see no hope of permanent
reconciliation. .
With respect to the second cause, that of collecting fodder, the practice under the old

system was for the people to do so during the two hours said to be allowed them for dinner.
hey have now withstood the renewal of it, and the planters are giving way in most quar-

ters to the remonstrance, because they find it impossible to overcome it, and some are
paying for the supply of fodder, while others allow the people extra time to collect tt.

ith respect to the third cause, that of breaking off work in the evening, an attempt
was
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was made by the peasantry to reject their breakfast and dinner hours, and to work inces-
santly from the morning till four o’clock in the afternoon, then to cease from labour for the
day. The impossibility of their constitutions being able to support it, and the certainty of
its ruining the plantations, was opposed to their views, and they gave up the point after
a short but obstinate struggle.
Another class of complaints is the aged and infirm, whose circumstances are humanely

rovided for in the law. I am happy to state that these are rendered very comfortable on
many estates, but T am equally sorry to report that this is not the universal practice, and
I have had my office thronged more than once with age and disease applying for relief.

[have had comparatively fewer of such ‘applicants from day to day, and am in hopes that

their circumstances generally are improving; but as such cases are more deserving of

notice than any others, I shall be zealously watchful over the interests of that unfortunate

class of beings.
There is one circumstance relating to the cultivation of the soil, which I deem of great

importance to bring to the knowled e of your Excellency. I find that with some estates

the parents are sending off all their children, male as well as female, to live in the towns,

which are already populated beyond the means of support. This fact of itself would be

alarming enough, but the alarm must be largely increased, when it is remembered that
these detached children of from five to twelve years of age are the sprouts of an agricultural
people, and that being once lopped off, the soil must be gradually abandoned as the parent
roots shall cease to exist.
Another class of evils likely to arise to the welfare of this Colony, is the fact of several

slaves from the neighbouring French island having arrived here since the first of the month,

and of their having reported that thousands are preparing to follow so soon as they can
escape. I sincerely desire to see these people free and prosperous; but absolute pauperism
and ruin would be the result of their being permitted to remain in this little Colony.
Upon the whole, and as it relates to the state of things generally in the Island, I shall

conclude this report by stating that the labouring population have hardly been guilty of any
acts of illegality since the day of their emancipation beyond those of common misde-
meanors, such as would happen in the best regulated societies of any country; that they
are gradually resuming their former occupations; that one-half of the effective strength

may be computed to be at work; that the remainder have either given up agricultural
pursuits altogether to better their condition, or are wandering up and down the country in
quest of work where they may procure it upon the best terms; and some, it is needless to
say, ate confirmed idlers and vagabonds from principle, and must be rubject to the opera-
tion of the police laws; while others have been expelled from certain plantations, by legal
authority, from: one cause or another, at the instance of their employers; but in several

cases a portion of these have returned, made suitable concessions and been forgiven.
There have been faults on both sides, but it would be culpable omission in me not to

express the high sense I entertain of the meritorious conduct exhibited by the greater part
of the resident proprietors and the representatives of absentees, in conciliatin the affections
and leading the minds of the peasantry to the right use of the blessings of freedom.

I shall lay before your Excellency the state of the calendar at the end of the month, and
shall take that opportunity to mention the number that have been éxpelled, provided I can
get the necessary information in time. L have, &c, Ke.

(signed) § Henry Loving, Superintendent of Police.

 

PUBLIC NOTICE.

In pursuance ofthe power and authority vested in me, under the Act of this Island for the

establishment of a new and more effective system of police, I do hereby give this Public

Notice to all whom it may concern, that I shall proceed forthwith to carry the law into effect

to the best of my ability and judgment, without fear, favour or affection. And I take this

early opportunity to advise every class and description of persons, without reference to their
rank or condition in life, to demean themselves as good men and faithful subjects of the
King, in order that the peace of society, and the prosperity and happiness of every member
thereof, may redound to the credit of Antigua all over the world, and to the honour and glory

of Almighty God.
To the labouring population especially I would offer a word in season. They are aware

that I am nearly related tu them ; that have been their stedfast friend. Let me, therefore,

beseech them, by that connexion and friendship, to be eaceable, harmless, frugal, indus-

trious, obedient ‘to their superiors, lovers of religion, lovers of good works. Let them
remember, that though they may be called upon by their Maker to pass through many trials

and adversities hereafter, yet their new state of life will be as far superior to their past con-

dition as daylight is to darkness; and that all freemen in every country are subjected to

numerous rules and regulations to guide, direct and govern both their private and public

conduct; and moreover, that a freeman must of necessity be a great slave to himself, that is,

hemust becomea slave to his back, a slave to his belly, a slave to the wants of his wife and
children, and to every other domestic comfort. .
But above all, let them reflect, that while they are to be exalted to the proud station of

freemen, their brethren in the other sugar colonies are still required by the legislatures of

those places to serve as apprentices for the next six years. What then are your advantages

overeT You have good sense enough to answer the question yourself; but permit me to
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tell you, that if you show yourselves worthy of freedom, it will be the means ofhelping your
brethren.in those Islands to obtain their liberty likewise, because their masters will find that
the people of Antigua are more industrious, contented and happy than they, and the go]
better cultivated than theirs. .
Under the present embarrassed circumstances of the plantations in this Island (most of

them being mortgaged), it is not probable that the persons incharge of them can offer to the
labourers a large rate of wages for the present; though I feel confident they will increase the
-price of labour as soon as the numerous tracts of waste lands begin tobe cultivated, and
they shall have found things working well on the sugar estates, and their profits increasing
under a new and happier state of society. I am consequently obliged, again and again,
to admonish my labouring friends to be quiet and satisfied, and to console themselves with
the reflection, that if a wise and just Providence has done so much for them already, HE ig
still able and willing to give them all they desire, provided they will wait with patience for
the blessing.

If anydiscontented labourer can better his condition, or get larger wages by going on a
strange plantation, let him do so by all means: Or if he can be profitably employed in any
of the towns, let him take the situation, for the law does not prevent him. On thecontrary,
if he cannot obtain large wages, and will not work for smal!, he must either starve, or become_
a burden to society. But will the law permit this burden? No, no! If he be found idling
either in town or country, he will be taken up as a vagabond, sent to the house ofcorrection,
and worked upon that terrible machine called a tread mill; and in all such cases, the police
under my command throughout the Island will pursue and apprehend such characters, not
allowing them a moment to enjoy their idleness.

Perhaps it may be better for me to explain myself more fully on several important
oints. . ,
P First.—The King and Parliament of England made a decree last year, that the slaves in
the West Indies should serve their masters for six years longer.

Secondly.-The Council and Assembly of Antigua objected to this; because they had a.
high opinion of the slaves, and they went farther than the King and Parliament. They gave
the people their freedom at once.
Thirdly. —They passed an Act for the purpose, and they have gone even beyond the

expectations of your best friends: they have allowed all your people who are old and infirm,
and all who are afflicted with any disease which will prevent them from working,
food, clothing, lodging, medicine and medical attendance, until such time as the parish can
provide forthem. They have allowed all the country people, whether old or young, healthy
or diseased, to remain in their present habitations, without any rent, for twelve months, from
the first of August this year till the first of August next year, provided they will perform
their work for such wages as the planters can afford to give them, and provided they are not
guilty of riotous behaviour, drunkenness, theft or any other diabolical act.
Now listen to my opinion on the subject of your wages, and you will be sure not to Bet

into trouble and mischief. I have given the subject much thought, and [ am persuaded
that it is impossible for more than one planter out of fifty to give you above one shilling
money per day for the strong people, and one bitt per day for the younger folks, or for those
who 2re infirm but can still do light work. It would take a moderate sized estate, at this
rate, not less than fifteen hundred pounds per year, for wages alone, besides the maintenance
of the old people, and the doctor’s charges ; the payment ofmanager's and overseer’s salaries,
and allthe repairs and wear and tear of a plantation, from the mill down to the cattle pens.
Some planters have been giving two shillings lately, but it was only for a moment;
and when slavery is abolished they will never do it again, except they are hard pushed for
labourers, but that will be only now and then; whereas it is better to work for one man all
the year round for one shilling per day, than for another who will only want your services
for one or two months at two shillings per day. Besides this, I must tell you further, that
if a labourer leaves one plantation to work on another, he must look fora new house, new
gardens and grounds, wherever he carries his labour; for his old master will not suffer him
to make a convenience of his property.

Finally, may you, my labouring friends, never put it in my power to be ashamed of you.
I shall be ever ready to protect and do you justice while you act like christians. But when
you forget your privileges as freemen, and become disorderly and unreasonable, I shall be
compelled, with a heart full ofgrief and a mind big with regret and confusion, to do my duty

as a public officer without fear, favour or affection.

St. John’s, July 31st, 1834. Henry Loving, Superintendent of Police.

 

—No. 164.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Evan

J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 14 October 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yourDespatch of the 29t

August, enclosing the Report of the superintendent of police. ved

am quite aware of the very peculiar and responsible duties which have devoive

upon you, in consequence of the state of the Island of St. Kitt’s; and I fully OT
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cjate the earnestness and zeal which you have manifested under circumstances of a
very trying nature,
The account which is conveyed to me by you of the conduct of the labouring

classes, redounds greatly to their credit; and will, I hope, lead to results as impor-
tant to them as to the Colony generally. .
The report which you enclose is generally able and judicious, and it is gratifying

to find that in the superintendent of police you possess so useful and intelligent an
er.

oft conceive that your early attention should be directed to his statement with
respect to the possible introduction of foreign fugitive slaves into the Island of
Antigua. Although such persons, whilst within the British territory, are free, it is
fully competent to the authorities at Antigua, to consider whether step administra-

tive or legislative may not be requisite to prevent such fugitives from producing a
state of vagrancyand irregularity which may be dangerous to the well-being of
society. I have, &c.

(signed) 7. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 165, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 4 October 1834.
Unoper reference to my communication of the 29th of August, another report

from the superintendent of police is herewith presented for your information, regard-
ing the agricultural classes of this Colony.
The clergy, magistrates and proprietors have been consulted by me upon the most

eligible mode ofpromoting the mutual and inseparable interests of the employers and
the employed ; and the result of the inquiry, as soon as circumstances permit, will
be duly laid before you. Ihave, &c

, &C.

(signed) £.J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 165.

Sir, Police Office, Head Quarters, St. John’s, 1st October 1834.
Tux close of another month since the abolition of slavery in this Island, makes it neces-

sary that I should communicate to your Excellency the information I possess, and the
opinions I entertain, on the state of the agricultural affairs of the Colony.
Thad entertained the most sanguine hopes that the new system would have produced

a double share of advantages to the planters generally duringthe past month, in comparison
to what it did in the preceding one; but I regret to say that this has not been the case,
and the evil, in my opinion, may be traced— :

ist. To the absence from the plantations of many hundreds of male adult labourers who
have thrown up their former occupation and become fishermen and fish-pot makers, barge-
men, watersidemen, porters and house servants, on the coasts, and in all the harbours and
towns. As it regards the porters, whose numbers are known by their badges, I find that

- they have increased at the rate of 300 per cent. since the 1st of August. This accession
naturally leads one to inquire how far these people may be able to earn a livelihood where
competition is so great? The answer is both easy and correct. . Portions of them are to be
seen daily congregated about the streets in almost perfect idleness, hardly earning in 24
hours wherewith to keep soul and body together, and only saving themselves from the
Operation of the Vagrant Act by the possession of their badges. Of the watersidemen it
may be stated that their number has increased at the rate of ten to one, and all from the
plantations. They are a species of hangers-on at fishing places; and] have been informed
by the magistrate recently appointed forFive Islands Division, that two days ago he dispersed
abody of not less than 60 of these people, who had assembled on one of the bays waiting
the arrival of the fishing boats to pick up a few crabs, or the like, rather than earn their
bread in an honest laborious way. The end of this will be that those who emigrated from
the plantations will be driven either to return to their original occupations, or (what I am
More apprehensive of) become depredators on private property, or sink into a state of
mendicity and worthlessness arising from habits of idleness and vice, and thus give employ-
ment to, the public executioner, assist to increase the expenditure of the country, or to
burthen the parishes to an alarming extent. This will also probably be the case with many
of the new class of house servants.

adly. To the absence from the plantations of the youth of both sexes. I had the honour
to advert to this subject in my former Report to your Excellency as an evil of great mag-
278.—II, nitude ;
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nitude ; and I regret most sincerely that I do not perceive kow their restoration could be
effected by any legislative enactment. The parents of these young folks eagerly embraced
the arrival of their freedom to dissever them from an agricultural life, under the nowridiculous
impression (engendered by a state of slavery) that it was the most disgraceful of all situa-
tions; and moreover, that they might receive a town education, embracing of course all
that artificial consequence, that love of dress and hatred of laborious occupation, which hag
been hitherto the cause of real want and misery amonga large portion of free negroes, or
their coloured descendants, in this and every other town of the Island. ,

gdly. The predilection entertained by the adult female labourers on the plantations to work
a irregular periods during the week, and to fill up the vacant time by huckstering, or goin

to market to dispose of any pulse vegetables or other roots they may be able tocollectfrom
their grounds, or elsewhere, to the value of,perhaps, a few pence; or wood and green
fodder taken from the employer's soil without permission. In this way three days have been
known to be consumed in the course of one week.

4thly. The want of any thing like union of sentiment or action among the planters, as
to the best means of improving the industry or ensuring the constant residence of the
labouring population.

And here I may venture to observe, without the fear of contradiction, that the unsettled
state of the agricultural interests is greatly owing to the diversity of opinions and regulations
adopted on the different plantations. While some planters are holding out triflingauxiliary
rewards beyond the pecuniary rate of wages, others have neither the ability nor the inclination
to do so. While some are exacting the periods of labour to a very minute, and turning back
from the field all those who came to it a moment beyond the stipulated time, and warning
them not to return for the remainder of the day; others are carrying on the cultivation with
more certain speed and good will by winking at these delinquencies, and allowing the people
who entered late to be paid according to the extent oftheir labour. While some areevicting
a father, mother, husband or wife, others are wise and politic, and humane enough to foresee
that the near relatives of the evicted party will follow them as a matter of course, and leave
the plantations destitute of many hands in the attempt to be rid of a few. While some
are encouraging the family women to remain by appointing an old nurse to feed and care
their babies in the hours of business, others are opposed to this plan; the employers and
mothers mutually disagree, and eviction of the latter is sure to be the consequence.

Passing over the first evil, namely, that of the absence of the male adult labourers, and
going to the second, that is, the absence of the children, I would suggest to the planters to
attempta cure by the establishment of a school on each estate, and the election of a teacher
by the people from among themselves. Also, that over and above any gratuity which may
be allowed him by the planter, a subscription of one penny halfpenny currency per weekbe
given him by each scholar, in order to create in their minds, as well as those of their
parents, a degree of pride resulting from these contributions, and to give them a greater
mterest in an establishment where the master and pupil are mutually dependent on each
other. This plan might be the means of enticing back a portion, at least, of the boys and
girls, who, like all other children, are fond of being at home ; and the planter, proceeding
from one stage of sagacity to another, would thus obtain the labour, while he assisted the
education, 0 the rising generation, by apportioning the day so as to meet the wants of both
ranches.
The remedies for the third class of evils. sug¢est themselves to my mind as follows: The

Act for compelling travelling hucksters and pedlars to take out a licence of eight dollars
per annum, will check, to a considerable extent, the practice of the labouring women of
adopting this uncertain mode of life. The Act for apprehending persons selling wood and
green fodder without a written permission from their employers is now operating beneficially
under the superintendence of my department, and many idlers who gained their daily sub-
sistence by stealing these articles, are now in a fair way of resuming their rural occupations,
Above all, nothing, in my opinion, can provide against the labouring women, or in fact any
other description of labourers, dancing attendance at market on every frivolous occasion, but
a legislative enactment to establish a general market day once a week for the supply of
articles the growth of plantations, except in cases where the employers find it politic or
expedient to allow certain persons to carry provisions to ahy town, with a written permissior
to dispose of the same.

The fourth evil, that of a want of union or system among the planters generally, rests
with themselves to remedy: but I must repeat, that their desultory measures and opinions
have been exceedingly detrimental to the advancement of general industry and permanent
tranquillity. I am not sufficiently acquainted with agricultural pursuits to lay down any
plan whereby the present state of things may be improved. I know there are many gen-
tlemen of the proprietary body who are both mentally and practically capable of doing so,
and I trust, that the information which your Excellency has desired from the planters
generally may lead to a conclusion which will answer the great objects that are contemplated
at this moment in your communication to them.

Notwithstanding this, however, Iam constrained to submit that nothing but a contract by
the week or month, between the planters and labourers, can insure the steady working of
the latter, and although there may be some objections to this plan, it is still far preferable
to the day labour or to job work. © The former is proving itself to be unproductive of good.
The latter would have this evil tendency, that after the performance of one job, the labourer®

wou
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would consider themselves at liberty to spend their earnings by it ere they undertook a new

contract, and there is no telling what mischiefs might befat them in the mean time.

[had almost forgot to mention to your Excellency a fact which came to my knowledge

a few days since, and which will go far to prove that a want of uniform system must produce

ood to one planter while it ruins another, and mars the certainty of eneral benefit to the

Janded interests. There are three estates contiguous to each other in Five IslandDivision.

On one of these, the family women are all at work, because their children are nursed. On

the others they are not at work, because the reverse of this system is practised. Five hours

labour per diem for each woman has beengained by the former, and the same number lost

by the latter. The inference speaks for itself. ;

In conclusion, I feel it apleasing part of my duty to inform your Excellency that the

rogress of crime is quite below the evel of what it might have been contemplated under

the existing circumstances of the Colony, and I am in hopes that a vigorous administration

of the laws by all the public authorities will tend to cement the peace, and advance the

prosperity of every class of society.
I have, &c.

(signed) Henry Loving, Supt of Police.

 

—No. 166. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Evan
J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Colonial Office, 27 December 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the

4th October last, and I have to acquaint you, that I have read with great interest,

though not without some anxiety, the very sensible report of the superintendent of

police respecting the class of agricultural labourers in Antigua. I should be pre-

ared to observe upon this report more fully, were it not that I consider it

expedient to wait the result of the inquiry of the clergy, magistrates and proprietors

noticed by you. I fully approve of your having opened this communication with

them, from the policy and indeed the security of obtaining the co-operation of those

classes of society in all measures which may be demanded by the state of the

Colony. I have, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.

 

— No. 167.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 2 December 1834.

I raxe the liberty ofpresenting to your consideration a report by a committee of

His Majesty’s Privy Council on the present situation of this Colony, and on the

best means of promoting its prosperity, and of encouraging the peasantry in habits

of industry. ° I have, &c.

(signed) E.J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 167.

Extract of a Report to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, by the Council of the’

Island of Antigua, dated 22 November 1834.

_Tue members of the Board of Council appointed as a committee to report on the present
situation of the Colony, and on the best means of promoting its prosperity, and of encou-

raging the peasantry in habits of industry, beg leave respectfully to submit to your Excel- ©

lency’s consideration the following remarks, the result of a review of the various Reports

of magistrates, proprietors and directors of plantations, laid before them by your Excel-

lency’s commands, 2s well as the fruits of their own observation and experience, during the
three months which have elapsed since the great change in the altered relations of our

society,
The committee, in commencing their task, deem it due to the negroes of Antigua to

remark, that the boon of freedom was received by them with a sobriety of demeanor and
expression of religious feeling most creditable to the newly enfranchised; apparently, how-

ever, unmixed with any demonstration of gratitude to their late owners, as persons princi-

pally gnoened in the transaction, so far as the curtailment of the apprenticeshipmight
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have been supposed to have affected them; nor did the recollection of the past, either of
ood or ill, seem to interfere with the great question at issue, the cultivation of sugar by

Free labour.
Instances of attachment to some directors, and dislike to others, might be found, but in

the former case, at the precise moment of the alteration of our system, rarely subduing the
objection to the wages tendered, and the disinclination to field-labour exhibited ; and in the
latter case, scarcely influencing farther than the rejection of the same terms, or the abandon-
ment of dwellings, when measures too hasty for the period alluded to were injudiciously,
although legally pursued. ,
The aversion to agricultural labour, and the erroneous ideas cherished:on the subject of

wages, formed with the bulk of the population the first difficulty to be overcome; and when
it is remembered, that during the reaping of the last crop, many individuals deemed it ad-
vantageous to the interest of plantations to give the field-labourer two shillings for hig
Saturday, besides a ration of food and rum, much allowance must be made for the stand
taken by the working classes in August, bitterlydisappointed as they were on learning the
first class labourer could only expect to earn one-half the above amount per day, and the
second class labourer but gd.
Your committee would not be understood from this statement of facts, to infer they

believe the wages to be other than liberal, in connexion with attendant advantages univer-
sally offered, namely, medical care, house-rent and provision-grounds, nor to imply the rate
quoted was the substance of a positive preconcerted agreement entered into by directors of
lantations; although, undoubtedly at the meetings of the agricultural society, which were

Feld before the ist of August, the amount of wages was fully canvassed, and the rate men-
tioned laid down in argument by practical planters, as the maximum that could be afforded
on careful ealculation ; the understanding was, that it would be generally acted upon, and
with some exceptions, according to particular interests, it may be said to have prevailed,
Under such circumstances it was not to be wondered at then, that few labourers appeared:

in the fields until the middle of August, that dissatisfaction should be loudly expressed, or
that those who never meant to return to agricultural toil should avail themselves of the
grounds of dissent. Nevertheless, as towards the close of the above month, the number of
labourers at work had very much increased, it might have been supposed the sums specified
(objected against astoo little) would have furnished sufficient stimulus to industry; but
unfortunately it soon appeared that the wages of three days, enaliling the labourers to spend
the rest of the week in idleness, with their improvident habits and utter disregard of the
future, they could not be depended on for continued industry, and the secret outbidding of
various persons in absolute want of labourers from the peculiar position of estates under
their superintendence, reckless of the consequences to the community, or the disasters they
brought down upon the heads of those they enticed from their proper homes, without being
prepared to furnish them with dwellings, occasioned a desultory irregular attendance at
eld-work, and evictions consequent on such proceedings—legal, but mischievous in the

extreme.
An exercise of newly acquired rights was to be expected, and may account for the pre-

ference at first given by the labourers on such plantations to work away from the surveil-
lance of their former directors; and provided the strength generally in the fields had not
been below the wants of plantations, no great injurymight ave been sustained, and the
caprice left to its own termination. But your committee lament to say, on examining the
Returns of 80 estates made up to the 1st of October, it appears that more than one-third
-of the labouring population of Antigua (particularly the males and young persons of both
sexes,) have absolutely withdrawn altogether from agriculture; and it is notorious the adult
women are now and have been, since the ist of August, the persons chiefly concerned in —
carrying on the cultivation of the Colony; the children having been sent off the planta-
tions to schools in the various towns, or placed elsewhere with the view of following here-
after other occupations than those of agriculture, thereby destroying the germ of the future
prosperity of the Island as a sugar colony.

It is evident that a great portion of the males have become fishermen, fish-pot makers,
waterside-men, porters and house-servants; living in want and idleness, rather than return
to field-labour. The decline in the cultivation of the Island, especially in ground provisions
and the preparation of cane land for 1835, in so short a space of time as three months is
distinctly marked, and can thus easily be traced to the combined operation of indolence
and aversion to agricultural labour, on the part of the newly enfranchised; for it is obser-
vable that two days out of six are, in a certain extent, lost to labour on the part of those
who now work; few persons hiring themselves on Saturdays, and a great deficiency of
labourers appearing also on Mondays.

Unhappily, a sense of degradation has hitherto attached to field-labour, in addition to
its laborious details. The instructions of His Majesty’s Government, on no account to
allow African apprentices to be brought up to agricultural pursuits, and the practice of
removing from it coloured children,‘have strengthened the impression naturally to that
degree; it is clear nothing but necessity or distress is likely to induce the population to
follow it as a means of livelihood. .

It is in vain to attempt to carry on the cultivation of sugar by the temptation of high
wages, because this article, which alone from its value and capacity of withstanding fre-
quent seasons of drought, can maintain this Colony in its former condition,willnot bear
the cost of such production in the market of the world, and because the very obtaining the
same by the labourer, with his present feelings and disregard of the future, incapacitates

im
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him from continued industr, » without which a sugar plantation cannot be carried on. In

roof of this observation, has already been mentioned the irregular attendance of the

working classes under the rate of wages universally given, namely, the shilling, and the bit,
or ninepence; the gain of three days enabling the labourer to spend the week in idleness,

or other occupation than husbandry.

The labour of freemen, it is taken for granted throughout the Western world, must be

more expensive than that ofslaves. In corroboration of this opinion may be instanced,

the amount of weekly wages paid on each plantation since the 1st of August, nearly equal

to the former expenditure as issued in provisions, but distributed amonga far less number

of persons, and by no means in proportion to the work performed, which has been negli-

ently executed, no remedy existing; the demand for labour being so great that dismissal

fas been no punishment, and the most worthless labourer could find fresh employment at
any hour of the day, wherever he chose to go. The consequence of this extraordinary

josition of things must be general distress at no great distance of time, and it is only from

the re-action, occasioned by distress, your committee can see a removal to those impedi-

ments to cultivation which threaten to ruin this Colony. If it were possible to remove

from field-labour the sense of degradation, or byholding out public encouragement to turn

a portion of the tide of emigration of the peasantry of Europe into this quarter, and hardy

‘culturists from Great Britain, or elsewhere, could be induced to Incate themselves and

families, in sufficient numbers, to undertake a portion of the manual labour required in the

performance of the various duties of the manufacturing of sugar, or the tilling of the soil,
an impetus might be given to the black population, productive of benefit to the community,
inasmuch as they would entertain a higher idea of occupations, up to this time held in

contempt by the free negro; and if the experiment failed of success, as far as the negroes

were concerned, this Island might not become a desert.

Your committee impute the advancement in ploughing, and ‘other operations in hus-

bandry in this Island, entirely to the introduction of indentured plou hmen from Scotland

some years ago, whom the negro was then accustomed to see holding the stilts in the field.
This class of persons have risen to superior situations, and are at present nowhere to be
seen; but the influence of their example still renders an employment with the plough to be

esteemed by the negro very differently from any other operation inhusbandry. The expense
of the plan suggested, however, presents serious obstacles to its entertainment, only to be

removed by uid from His Majesty’s Government.
(signed) Wm. Byam.

Paul Horsford.
G. Savage Martin.

 

— No. 168. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Evan

J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 28 February 1835.
Wiru reference to your Despatch of the 2d December 1834, and the accom-

panying copy of a report from a committee of His Majesty’s Privy Council, I beg
to assure you, that the subjects therein recommended to me have been under serious
consideration.
The statements of the Privy Council relative to the prospects of the Island during

the then approaching crop are certainly serious, but several reasons may be
assigned which appear to render it unadvisable for me at present to deliver
a definite opinion upon the remedies proposed. In the first place, I do not find
that you have given them your sanction. You have, it is true, assented to an Act
of the Legislature intended to provide additional guarantees for the industry of the
labourers during the present harvest; and as your Despatch of goth December
1834 acquaints me that their conduct since their emancipation has been “in the
highest degree creditable,” and expresses no apprehension for the ultimate safety
of the crop, I must of course assume, that whereas in case of necessity you would
have added to the weight ofthe opinions of the committee that of your own unequi-
vocal concurrence, your refraining from that course implies that in your view no
such necessity exists. 7
That Act has, of course, been tried on its own merits ; but it is clear that I am

not yet in a condition to recognize as substitutes for such of its provisions as have
been deemed objectionable, and have caused its disallowance, others which have
come to me under an inferior though respectable recommendation, and which
embrace.a much wider field, with many more modifications of principle, beth
political and commercial.
Nor do those indirect and inferior sources of information to which, in the absence

of moré full immediate communications from yourself, I may advert, at all impress
me with the belief that the labouring population of Antigua are in a state of general
reluctance to conduct the accustomed agricultural and manufacturing operations.
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I observe further, that in the report of Mr. Holberton on the religious instruction
of the Island, he states it as a fact, apparently unquestioned, that the labourers were
earning sixpence a day. If this be the case then, since the date of your Despatch
of November ist, and the accompanying Report, in which the wages are stated at
one shilling, and at nine-pence, for two several classes, there must have beenaver
material increase in the supply of labour, more especially when it is considered that
the season of the year at which this latter account is dated would cause an ample
demand.

And, on the other hand, the serious nature and the large number of the remedial
measures proposed, together with the doubts which have arisen in my mind whether
some of them may not justly be deemed to trench too much upon the newly-
acquired privileges of the negroes, and the uncertainty which, or whether any of the
long list may still appear to be required by the condition of the Island, make me
hesitate in pronouncing a decided opinion upon them in detail.

With reference, however, to the general principle which is to be regarded in all
enactments affecting the labouring population, I beg to call your attention to the
circular Despatch of 19th October 1833, in which my predecessor, Lord Stanley,
declares, that His Majesty will not consent to the establishment of an intermediate
state between the apprenticeship and freedom, other than a modification of the
apprenticeship itself. It will follow, that whatever Bills may be passed to secure
the industry and good conduct of the population, must not affect the emancipated
negroes as such, but deal with them impartially as with others, according to the
ordinary circumstances of their social condition.

As regards, however, one of the topics to which the Report adverts, namel |ye ae eet ‘ . tee? Js
the discredit which is brought upon agricultural pursuits by the prohibition of the
Government to apprentice the liberated Africans to field labour, I can have no
hesitation in expressing my desire to co-operate with the Legislature of Antigua in
any measures otherwise unobjectionable, which may tend to establish in repute the
cultivation of the soil.

No documents in which such prohibition is conveyed can be discovered in this
office; but I may safely say, that the circumstances to which it was adapted
being changed, the prohibition itself need no longer be maintained. However
necessary it may have been, when slavery existed, to preclude any risk of
confounding the freeman with the slave to the detriment of the former, it is as
clearly unwise in my judgment, in the present condition of the Colonies, to inflict
upon the due and natural occupation of freemen the stigma which attached to
servileemployment. It will be well (whether this observation may or may not
have immediate reference to any regulations at present exising in the Island of
Antigua) that no orders established in conformity with the prohibition of which the
Report complains, should be suffered any longer to exist; but then the utmost care
must be taken (and I am contident I may intrust the subject to your integrity and
solicitude), that in no case which has arisen or may arise shall any apprenticeship be
legalized, under conditions which interfere with the necessary rights of a free popula-
tion, or which would tend, in a state of society I trust more healthy and advanced,
to reintroduce thé institutions or to revive the remembrance of slavery. The
subject of procuring labourers for the West Indies from other parts of the world is
under the anxious consideration of Government; and I shall receive with satis-
faction the proposal of any specific plan which you or the subordinate authorities of
the Island may deem calculated to operate beneficially in that view for the Colony
over which you preside.

You will not, I am sure, be led to infer, from any thing I have stated, an
indifference on my part to the prosperity of Antigua. I recognize on the largest
sense those claims to the sympathy and support of His Majesty’s Government
which must be possessed by a community placed by its own courageous act in the
van of an enterprize as novel as it is interesting and important.

I have, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.

 



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 33

—No,. 169.— " —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 30 December 1834.

By the present packet, I do myself the honour of forwarding transcript of an

Act passed by the Legislature of this island; viz.

“An Act for regulating Special Contracts between Labourers and their Ero-

ployers, and enforcing a strict observance of such Contracts.”

The object of this Act is to regulate special hirings for service in husbandry, as

distinguished from general hirings in the mother country, and enforce a strict

observance of them by both parties, through the medium of summary convictions.

‘These contracts have been limited in their duration to a twelvemonth, and required

to be entered into in the presence of two or more witnesses, in order to protect the

labourers against being overreached by designing persons.

In the absence of such special hirings, the labourers and their employers would

be left to the ordinary legal remedy for breaches of implied contracts.

With a view as well to obviate the difficulty that might otherwise arise in the

breast of the magistrate as to the particular offences which ought to be held to

involve a virtual breach of the relative obligations imposed on the labourers by these

special hirings, and the measure of punishment which should be assigned to them

respectively, as to distinctly apprise and warn the latter of the penalties to which

such offences should subject them, the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, oth and

oth clauses of this Act are taken, almost word for word, from the draft of the

Order in Council for British Guiana, which was proposed by the Earl of Ripon in

his communication with the West India body, as a model for the adoption of the

Colonial Legislatures, in the event of a general emancipation.

The 11th clause enables a magistrate to order arrears of wages to be paid, with

costs, and inflict a penalty for the breach of contract on the part of the employer, as

also to discharge the labourer from his contract, on proof of ill usage.

The 12th clause is calculated to remedy the evil of drawing off labourers from the

estates on which they are located, and generally employed to work for a short time

upon increased wages, and leaving them toa precarious subsistence, after having

thus induced them to forfeit their previous claim on their former masters; and the

enactment is considered consistent in its principle with the common law of the

mother country, under which it has been ruled, that a person who contracts with

another to do certain work for him is the servant of that other till the work is

finished, and no other person can employ such servant to the prejudice of the first

master, the very act of giving him the means of keeping out of his former service.—
Blake & Lanyon, 6 Term Rep. 221.
The 13th clause provides for the recovery of wages, costs and penalties, and

application of the latter.
The 14th clause obviates any idea of its being in the contemplation of the

Legislature to prevent persons from employing labourers, under less formal

agreement, by the day or piece, on any particular scale of wages that might be more

generally adopted by the planters, it being understood that the labourers so employed
would not be subject to the penal provisions of this Act; that, in short, if they

faithfully perform their stipulated work, they will be able to obtain their wages by
the adjudication of a magistrate, under another recent Act of this Island, for
enabling labourers, artificers and servants to recover, by summary process, their

wages from employers, and that, in the event of their failing in their engagements,
their employers will, of course, have the right of withholding their wages, without

possessing the means of otherwise punishing them more effectually for their defaults
or delinquencies in service.
The 15th clause explains who shall be considered as labourers within the meaning

‘of the Act.
The 16th clause limits the duration of the Act to a twelvemonth.

I have, &c.

(signed) E.J. Murray M‘Gregor.
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—No. 170.—

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray MGregor, Bart.
to Mr.Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 30 December
1834.

In my Letter of this date, the transcript of an Act is forwarded, with its sum-
mary, intituled, “ An Act for regulating Special Contracts between Labourers and
their Employers, and enforcing a strict observance of those Contracts.”

Ever since the abolition of slavery, the demeanor of the labouring population in
this Island has been in the highest degree creditable; and it is not to be wondered
at, on so unusual an occasion, that experiments should be resorted to by them with
the view of bettering their condition, and that of these, in consequence of their
inexperience in their new element of freedom, many should turn out to be injudicious
and ill-selected.

Love of novelty, indolence, caprice, repugnance to agriculture, from having been
formerly constrained to engage in it, dissatisfaction with their employers, desire of
gain unwisely excited by planters bidding against each other with offers of superior
wages, have conspired to generate mutual want of confidence and mistrust between
them, and in too many instances to encourage the former in unsettled habits, which
it is highly desirable, by every legitimate means, to obliterate and remove.

In such a state of things, it is not perhaps very easy to legislate correctly; and
I have been under the necessity of rejecting a Bill, recently presented by the
Council and Assembly, “ to ascertain more clearly the obligations of labourers in
husbandry,” &c., certain of its clauses, however well-intended, appearing to militate
against the rightful privileges of the latter.
The duration of that now substituted, being limited to a year, and the absence

of some legislative provision during crop time, threatening injury to the agriculturists
generally, I am disposed to hope you will not see reason to object to it, as a tem-
porary arrangement, until your sentiments can be conveniently communicated, so
as best to reconcile the present diversity of opinion amongst the members of the
local Legislature, and to indicate such remedial ineasures, for the common advantage
of the landowners and peasantry, as to you may seem most fitting and appropriate.

 

—No. 171.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen, to Governor
Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.

Sir, Downing-street, 28 February 1835.
I wave received your Despatches, dated the 30th of December, enclosing an

Act passed by yourself, and the Council and Assembly of Antigua, for regulating
special contracts between labourers and their employers, and enforcing a strict
observance of such contracts.

This Act has been transmitted to His Majesty in Council, for His Majesty’s
decision. But adverting to the importance of the subject to which it relates, and
to the necessity of the attention of the loca] Legislature being promptly recalled to
it, I will not postpone until the completion of the requisite official forms, the com-
munication which it becomes my duty to make to you on the various provisions of
this law. Ihave thought this Act worthy of more than common attention, when
regarded as a precedent which may not improperly be quoted and pursued in the
-other British West India Colonies, when the state of apprenticeship shall have
reached its close. By the anticipation of that period, the Island of Antigua has
-earmed for itself this, amongst other distinctions, that the enactments which may be
framed there for the government of a society in which slavery has given place to
unqualified freedom, will probably pass into a rural code for the rest of the Colonies
embraced in the Slavery Abolition Act. They, therefore, possess a still higher
interest than if they were destined to influence the condition of the emancipated
population of Antigua alone.

First, then, I observe that the legal consequences are carefully defined of the
special contracts which may be entered into between labourers in husbandry and
their employers. Considering how much of the force of all the subsequent enact-
ments depends upon the sense in which the term special contract shall be under-
stood, it appears to me that it ought to have received some precise legislative
definition. I presume the intention to be to point to the usual distinctions between

those
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those express agreements which men makewith each other by words written or

spoken, and those which, from the nature of their conductor mutual dealings, they

are, by a legal fiction, supposed to enter into. If this conjecture be well founded,
the question might and ought to have been placed beyond the reach of doubt. If
by a special contract be meant, as the words thus interpreted would require, any
direct engagement, though not reduced into writing, then, I think, the use of terms

so comprehensive was plainly objectionable. Adverting to the relative condition of
the contracting parties, the prevailing ignorance and want of foresight, and general
poverty of the one, contrastedwith the advantages of the other, I cannot think that

compacts between them, to which so many legal consequences of the highest
importance are attached, ought to be left in the uncertainty which will always
exist, after a short lapse of time, as to the real effect of unrecorded words. Every
“ Special Contract,” obligatory on a labourer in husbandry under this Act, ought
to be drawn up and signed by the parties, and recorded in the office of the justice
of the peace, whose presence is already required on such occasions; and in cases
where either of the contracting parties may be unable to read, the justice should be
required to add to his attestation of their signatures a declaration, subscribed by
himself, to the effect that he had read over and explained to the labourer the con-
tents and the effect of the agreement into which he was about to enter. It is
superfluous to enlarge upon the importance of precautions of this nature, against
abuses which might otherwise prove the fertile source of discontent.

Secondly: Adverting to the various provisions, of which it is the object to pre-
vent or to punish a negligent performance by the labourers of the contracts for
hiring and service into which they may enter, I make no objection to the general
principle of visiting such defaults by a forfeiture of wages, for a greater length of
time than that of the absence itself, or even by punishments involving some bodily
suffering. However desirable it may be that society should be held together by
sanctions of a more liberal character, yet in an employment of such vital importance
to the general welfare, as is that of the growth and manufacture of the great staple
commodities of the Island, it is necessary that workmen should give some better
pledge than the mere liability to dismission, or to actions at law, for the faithful
performance of the duties they have assumed towards their employers. There
would otherwise arise a want of mutual confidence, destructive to any scheme of
extensive improvement and expenditure, and a decline of agricultural and commercial
industry, by which no class of persons would in reality suffer so much as those
whose daily subsistence depends on their daily manual labour.
But while thus assenting to the general principle, I cannot concur in some of the

details of these enactments. A whole day’s wages of a labourer in husbandry are
to be forfeited if he shall absent himself for “half or any smaller proportion of a
day.” Thus, according to plain and imevitable construction of the words, the
offence of loitering for a minute might deprive a man of the maintenance of himself
and his family for twenty-four hours, a punishment which in so extreme a case
would be obviously unjust and prejudicial to the real interests of the employer as
well as to that of his servant. Further: To the question, what cause of absence is,
and what is not, reasonable, the law gives no specific answer; but if I correctly
understand it, refers the decision in each successive case to the unfettered discretion
of the justice of the peace before whom the complaint of an unreasonable absence
may be preferred. It is in a spirit of the most entire respect for the gentlemen in
the commission of the peace in Antigua, that I hesitate to acknowledge the propriety
of committing so large a trust to them. Being generally selected from the principal
proprietors or resident managers of estates in the Island, they have, or at least will
be supposed to have, an indirect interest in the rigid enforcement of this law. The
magistrate before whom penalties are to be recovered for an unreasonable absence
to-day, may himself have to sue for similar penalties in the justice room of the pre-
sent complainant to-morrow: suspicions of partiality, with however little founda-
tion, must be expected to take root in the minds of those who are the objects of the
alternate jurisdiction and complaint of the same persons. Indeed I do not find any
direct prohibition against the exercise by an employer of his magisterial authority,
for the conviction and punishment of his own servants, although such an abuse can
scarcely be considered as impossible in a society in which the combinations of the
characters of party and judge were so recently sanctioned by the law, the usages,
and the public opinion of the entire community.

I fully admit that it is indispensable to confide to the judge an ample discretion
to distinguish, as occasions arise, between reasonable and unreasonable apologies for
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absence from work. The attempt to draw out such distinctions beforehand with
precise legislative definitions would be manifestly futile. But to obviate the rea lor
suspected injustice incident to the possession and use of such a power, the best
practicable security should be taken for the impartial exercise of it. Such a
security I apprehend would be found, first in requiring that these forfeitures should
be imposed, not by a single justice, but at a petty sessions; and secondly, by requiring
that at every such sessions there should be present at least one magistrate, not
being himself the employer of labourers under special contract in the same species
of service.

Thirdly: I acquiesce in the necessity and propriety of denouncing against
labourers in husbandry and manufactures, penalties affecting that class ofpersons
only, in so far as such penalties are exigible in respect of actions, of which the
criminality or danger wholly or chiefly result from the circumstance of such being
the employment and mode of life of the offender. The law has therefore properly
devised for the punishment of negligent and improper performance of work, en-
dangering the employer's property by wilful negligence, or by the careless use of
fire, the ill using of cattle, and the wantonly destroying or injuring an employer's
property committed to the labourer’s charge.

But under the same head, the crime of drunkenness is classed as an offence, the
extreme punishment of which may be imprisonment with hard labour for three
months. This, indeed, is the maximum. But not only is such a penalty quite out
of proportion to any mischief which society at large can sustain from a single act
of intoxication, and at variance with the prevailing tone of moral sentiment on the
subject, but it is also a punishment which, if justly due in the case of -labourers
‘under special contracts, cannot be unmerited in other cases. The circumstance
that a man has engaged himself to perform agricultural or manufacturing labour,
does not render his drunkenness more injurious to society at large, than if he were
devoted to any other species of industry, manual or intellectual.

_ The failure to provide according to his ability for his infant children is another
‘crime for which the rural labourer under special contracts is to be liable to three
months’ imprisonment and hard labour on a summary conviction beforea single
magistrate. Without pausing to inquire whether this is a proper mode of legisla-
tion in reference to parents generally, it is enough for my present purpose to say
that the neglect of infant children is not one of those offences of which the mischief
consists in, or arises from, the circumstance, that the parent is a labourer in hus-'
bandry. The apology for subjecting that class of society to a peculiar penal code,
from which all other classes are exempt, fails when applied to such a case as this.
The immediate injury to this class may indeed be so slight as to be scarcely per-
ceptible. But I must regard, as of no light moment, the general principle which
enactments of this character involve. There is no danger connected with the tran-
sition from slavery to freedom demanding a more vigilant circumspection than that
of the silent growth of a new code, depressing below the common level of society, in
respect of civil rights and penal liabilities, persons who have been so long accus-
tomed to regard themselves, and to be regarded by others as in a state of social
inferiority and domestic and personal degradation. The moral influence of such
distinctions, if revived and perpetuated inthis new form, will be felt to a much
greater extent, and more injuriously, than the direct operation of the law itself.

Fourthly: The Act contains some clauses, very properly framed, for the protection
of the labourer against ill usage, or breach of contract on the part of his employer.
Yet I am constrained to remark that there is in these provisions some want of equal
justice. The forfeitures incurred by the labourer are invariably to accrue to his
employer’s benefit; but the forfeitures which may be recovered against the employer
himself, are as invariably to be paid into the public Treasury. The rule should be
the same in both cases. The labourer also is in every case to pay a larger sum for
absenting himself, than the amount of the wages which he would have earned by
attending. The employer, on the other hand can never be amerced in a greater sum
than ten pounds currency, whatever may be the extent of the injury which his breach
of contract may have inflicted upon the labourer. Either each party should be
liable to make a precise indemnification for the injury inflicted on the other, or each
party should, over and above that indemnity, be subject to some penal payment.
The rule as it stands is inconsistent with itself, and is founded on no definite prin-

ciple whatever,
I further observe that the Act contains no express declaration that those rules of

the common law are neither revoked nor superseded, by which the servantmight
° ave
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have recovered the amount of the wages due to him, or might have enforced the
performance of the contract by which the employer might have been punished for
the ill usage of his servant. Jt must therefore remain at least doubtful whether the
ancient remedies could be taken, and consequently whether more is not lost than
gained by these enactments in the way of security for the employer’s good conduct.

Fifthly: On account of its peculiar importance, I will here transcribe verliatim,
from the 12th section of this Jaw, the following enactment: “If any person shall
knowingly employ any servant in husbandry who shall either be under contract to
another person, or retain the occupation of a-house upon the estate of such other
rson, or if any person shall continue to employ a servant in husbandry so under

contract to another person, or so retaining the occupation of a house upon the estate
ofsuch otherperson, after receiving due notice of the relation in which such servant
in husbandry stands towards such other person,” the offender is to forfeit ten
pounds. Toso much of this enactment as forbids the hiring or employing a servant
under contract to another employer, I have no objection. But the penalty against
hiring or employing the occupant of a house on another man’s estate, unless the
occupation of such house should form the subject of a special contract, is a formi-
dable abridgment of the new freedom and of the legal equality of the emancipated
slaves. In your Despatch already quoted, I find a summary anda defence of this
clause; but by some oversight you appear to have passed over in silence so much
of it as relates to the restrictions imposed on tenantry. The omission is, however,
supplied by an argumentative preamble to the enactments itself, which also it will
be convenient to copy. It is as follows :—

* Whereas it is highly desirable that servants in husbandry should, as far as may
be practicable, be associated in Jabour and located on the same estates; and it is
also both impolitic and unjust towards their present employers, as well as injurious

, to themselves, that they should be allowed to be seduced by a temporary increase
of wages, held out to them by any other proprietor, with a particular object to desert
the estates to which they are attached, and where they enjoy the more solid advan-
tage of permanent employment with a comfortable place of abode; be it therefore
enacted,” &c.
However important it may be, that the emancipated slaves of Antigua should

continue to work as formerly, in compact bodies, and should continue to regard
as their future homes, the estates on which they have hitherto been settled, it is of
still higher moment that the rights so unreservedly granted to them should be
maintained, and that no attempt should be made to re-establish any of the essen-
tial principles of the ancient slave code. But the effect of this law is to revive the
authority of one of those maxins, which is in its operation the most directly opposed
to personal freedom. In substance and in effect it requires the tenantry on every
estate to labour in the ‘service of the landlord, at a rate of wages to be fxed by
himself, however high may be the offers which they may receive from other candi-
dates for their services. The householder may indeed refuse to enter into a special
contract with his landlord; but if so, he can serve no one else: he is also at
liberty to change his place of abode. But by that measure he merely passes from
one landholder to another, each of whom will in turn be entitled to prevent the
labourer working for a stranger, and each of whom will place his own value upon
the services which he himself may demand. The imposition of such a restraint
upon the free exchange of a man’s labour for the best wages which that labour can
command, is alike at variance with justice to individuals, and with the real interests
of society at large. But further, if such an obligation is to exist at all, it should at
least be mutual. Ifa labourer may not work for any one except his landlord, the
duty of finding for the labourer a constant maintenance, adequate in amount and
kind, must be imposed on the landlord in turn. Effective securities must be taken,
on the one hand, for the punctual delivery of these supplies; while on the other
hand, securities not less stringent must be devised against the indolence of the
labourer. In other words, the scheme of apprenticeship in force in the other Colo-
nies under the Act of Parliament for a few years, must be incorporated, in prin-
ciple at least, into the permanent law of Antigua; and the Legislature of that Island
will thus be compelled to revert, for an indefinite time, to the very system which
they repudiated when the establishment of it was proposed to them for a period of
five years only. His Majesty cannot be advised to sanction so speedy an aban-
donment of the ground advisedly taken by the Legislature of Antigua in two succes-
sive enactments, in each of which the inutility of the apprenticeship and the substi-
lution of a total and immediate Abolition of Slavery were so distinctly proclaimed,
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not onl-; within the limits of that Island, but throughout all the British West Indies
and to the people of this kingdom. It was on account of the grant to the labourers
in husbandry of that unrestricted freedom, to dispose of their labour to the best
advantage, that His Majesty declared that adequate and satisfactory provision had
been made for carrying into effect the views of Parliament, and that the Colonists of
Antigua were entitled to their proportionate share in the Compensation Fund. For
these reasons I can hold out no prospect that this Act will be allowed.

Sixthly: The enactment prescribing the means of recovering penalties is expressed
in terms of great ambiguity. They are such as rather to raise a new question in each
successive case, than to establish a fixed rule for the decision of any.

Seventhly: The definition of the word labourer is such as to embrace every free
man in the Island, who earns his subsistence by the labour of his hands; for, under
the terms mechanics and artisans, will be included such craftsmen as tailors, shoe-
makers, carpenters and wheelwrights. I apprehend that the reason of the law does
not extend to cases of this nature, and that the free people of colour who were never
in bondage will regard the novel disabilities imposed upon them by this statute with
great and reasonable dissatisfaction.
Your own assent to this law appears to have been obtained the more readily, from

the circumstance that it was passed only fora year. I cannot regard that fact as of
much importance. The recognition of the principles of this statute, for however
short a period, may be as binding hereafter, as though the operation of it were to
continue for an indefinite length of time.
You also appear to have been much impressed by the necessity of preventing the

loss of the present crop; but as that is a consideration which will resume its force
with each successive harvest, the value of it must be estimated, not upon occasional,
but on permanent grounds.
You will further remark, that ever since the Abolition of Slavery, the demeanor

of the labouring population has been in the highest degree creditable;but you were
induced to accept the Bill tendered to you from various reasons, amongst which you
enumerate the injudicious experiments resorted to by the emancipated population,
with a view of bettering their condition, and the desire of gain unwisely excited by
planters bidding against each other, with offers of superior wages. Not doubting
the existence of the evils which you have described as having directly followed upon
a change, so complete and immediate as that which occurred in the Island of
Antigua, and fully prepared as 1 am to expect that some time must elapse and
some trouble be incurred, before society can quietly settle down into a system so
new and untried, I yet must think that no better elements of social prosperity
could be desired or supposed, than the anxious wish on the part of the labourers,
on the one hand, to better their condition, and the eager competition on the part of
employers, on the other hand, for their services. ‘To interfere with the natural and
beneficial working of these incentives to industry would be evidently imprudent. It
would be to recur to a system to which, as often as the experiment has been repeated,
the concurrent testimony and the mature experience of all countries has been
opposed. -
The remarks which I have made will prepare you to receive an Order from His

Majesty in Council, disallowing this Act. To many of its provisions, as has already
been shown, no objection is entertained by His Majesty’s official advisers. If they
shall be incorporated in a new law, from which the objectionable enactments shall
be excluded, and in which the omissions I have pointed out shall be satisfactorily
supplied, you will give your assent to any Bill of that nature which may be ten-
dered to you. I have, &c

(signed) Aberdeen.
 

—No. 172. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M'Gregor, Batt.,
to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, - Government House, Antigua, 11 May 1835-_
Tue enclosed documents show what has passed between the two Houses of this

Legislature and myself in relation to your Lordship’s Despatch of the 28th
February (intimating the approaching disallowance of the Contract Act), to which
T had, as therein explained, erroneously assented. rT

0
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To the chairman of the joint committee, engaged in endeavouring to frame

legislative provisions, more in unison with your Lordship’s sentiments, the Despatch
of the above date has likewise been communicated; and the prohibition, excluding

female liberated Africans from agricultural employment, having originated ‘in an

Order of The King in Council, (Enclosure, No. 3,) it possibly may be desirable (the

better to eradicate the prejudices of the negro population against this pursuit), that

its formal repeal should emanate from the same high source.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.
 

Enclosures in No. 172.

No. 1.
His Excellency the Governor to His Honour the Presipenr and Councit.

In the belief that certain springs of human action, however conducive in the ordinary
course of events to social prosperity, might yet beneficially admit of temporary regulation,
when thrown by an unprecedented occurrence into sudden operation, and that the admis-
sion under peculiar circumstances of an imperfect statute of short continuance, would not
render its principles indefinitely binding; the executive assented to an enactment designed
to protect, during one year, the engagements of yoluntarily contracting parties, and inti-
tuled, “ An Act for regulating special Contracts between Labourers and their Employers,
and enforcing a strict observance of such Contracts.”
But the inaccuracy of this impression being exhibited in the Despatch, of which a tran-

script is enclosed, the Governor will now participate withPreagure in the adoption of such
measures, founded upon the observations of the Earl of Aberdeen, as the two Houses of
Legislature, whom it has appeareddesirableto convene on the occasion, may deem appro-
priate in consequence of the approaching disallowance of the Contract Act.

Government House, (signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.
St. John’s, 7 May 1835.

A similar Message to the Housz of AssEMBLy.
 

No. 2.

Extract of a Letrer from his Honour the SPEAKER of the House of Assembly, to
Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., dated the 7th May 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge, on behalf of the House of Assembly, the receipt of
your Excellency’s communications of this day’s date, numbered from 1 to 3, and to state
that with respect to the Despatch of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, on the
subject of the Bill “ for regulating special Contracts between Labourers and their Employers,
and enforcing a strict observance of such Contracts,” a committee of the two Houses has
been appointed to report on the same, and to bring in such Bills as may be deemed
requisite.
 

No. 3.

At a Meeting of the Privy Councit, held by special Summons at Government House,
on Saturday, the oth day of May 1835.

Present:
His Excellency Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

The Honourable Meade H. Daniel. The Honourable George S. Martin.
» William Byam. ” William Lee.
” Paul Horsford. ” ’ Owen Pell.
” Francis F. Brown.

Extract.)
“ Tan restrictions affecting the employment of Africans under charge of the officers of

His Majesty’s Customs, which the Colonial Department has been unable to trace to its
source, originated, it will be observed, in an order by The Kimg in Council; and it would
perhaps sufficiently meet the object of the committee of this board, were public notice
given of the removal of any injunction hitherto disqualifying Africans of the above class
from engaging in agricultural pursuits.”

Sir, Custom House, Antigua, § May 1835.
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 7th instant, calling upon me to state,

“ Whether there are any and what regulations from His Majesty’s Government on record in
this custom-house, prohibiting the apprenticing of the children of liberated Africans as
agricultural labourers ?”

I have now the honour to forward you for his Excellency’s information, extracts from the
Order in Council relating thereto. I have, Ke.

To Felix Bedingfeld, esq. (signed) G. A. Gore, Collector.
Private Secretary, &c. Xe
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Extract from an Orper in Councit, dated the 16th March 1808.

ist. IN regard to such male negroes as from infirmity or age are not fit for military or
naval service, or such as shall be required or taken for the same as aforesaid, and also in
regard to female negroes, the collector or chief officer of the customs for the time being is
to use the earliest and utmost endeavour to bind them as apprentices or indented servants
to prudent and humane masters or mistresses, either in the same or other Colonies, to learn
such trades, handicrafts or employments as they seem from their bodily or other qualities
most likely to be fit for, and to gain their livelihood most comfortably by, after their terms
of apprenticeship or servitude shall expire.

2d. In respect to female negroes for whom there is in general no employment in the West
Indies but in domestic services or the labours of agriculture, the collector or chief officer
of the customs for the time being is to take especial care that they are not to be employed
in the latter upon any account, and he is hereby further directed to bind them apprentices
only to such masters and mistresses as are of good repute for humanity to their domestic
slaves, and for such terms or periods only as may be sufticient for their acquiring the know-
ledge of their business as servants in whatever domestic capacity the master or mistress may
assign them to, with such addition thereto as may reasonably suffice to recompense him or
her for the care of their instruction and the charge of their support in the meantime;
relation being herein had to the age and strength of every such female apprentice.

(A true copy.)
(signed) W. Simpson.

It is the opinion of the board that the collector of customs for this Island should be
informed, that the prohibition in regard to the liberated Africans being employed inagticul-
tural labour, need, on the authority of the Right honourable the Secretary of State, be no
longer maintained.

(A true extract.)
(signed) Tho! Lane, Secy,

 

No. 4.

Sir, Government House, St. John’s, 9th May 1835.

Your Letter of yesterday’s date having been laid before the Governor, I have received
his Excellency’s commands to communicate for your information, the accompanying extract
from a Despatch of the Right honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, in conformity with which
the Governor requests, that the liberated Africans under your care may be no longer pro-
hibited from engaging in agricultural pursuits. I have, &e.

To G. A. Gore, Esq. (signed) Lelix Bedingfeld, Priv. Secy.
Collector of His Majesty’s Customs, Antigua.

 

— No. 173. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 3 February 1835.
I wave the honour of forwarding a Report from the superintendent of police,

containing observations on the state of labour in this Island on the 31st ultimo.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 173.

Extract of a LETTER from Henry Loving, Esq., Superintendent of Police, to
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, dated Police Office, Head Quarters, St. John’s,
31 January 1835.

I nave the honour to lay before your Excellency the information which I have derived
by personal inquiry and observation regarding the internal state of affairs in the Island
during the month ending this day. ‘

In my last Report for December, I stated that the approaching sugar crop would form a
new connexion between master and servant, and give an opportunity to both of establishing
such pecuniary arrangements as might probably raise a superstructure of fixed wages for
every succeeding crop.
Your Excellency will recollect that I adverted, in former mouthly Reports, to the want of

unanimity among the proprietary body, as one of the evils which kept alive a spirit of
jealousy and disconteut:among the labouring population. The same complaint exists at
this moment, and though I am far from advocating the necessity or propriety of any law
to establish a general rate of wages, yet 1 am convinced that there ought to be a private

rule
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rule for the mutual benefit of all. It maybe objected that some estates are large, some
small, some labouring under mortgages, some partially or altogether free from debt. But

this does not alter the case one jot or tittle. In a comparative ratio, they are. all equally
interested in taking off the present and establishing the next crop with celerity; and
neither logic nor experience can controvert the fact, that both large and small, incumbered
and unincumbered, stand upon the same footing in this respect. ;
Many planters are now preparing to begin crop, but those who have begun are as various

in their plans as may possibly be conceived. Some are for allowing the people gd. per day
for the adults and 6d.forthe younger folks for every hogshead of sugar manufactured in one
day. Some for allowing 1s. 6d. to the mill-gang, and 1s. 1 3d. to the cane cutters per day,
without reference to the rate per hogshead. Some for allowing 1s. 4 $d. to the large and

1s. to the small gangs per day, and 3d. more if they manufacture two and a half hogsheads
per day. Some for allowing the former wages of 15. to the greatgang and gd. to the
weeders, and a gratuity of one pint ofmeal, two herringsand beverage. Some for allowing
the wages last stated, with the addition of 14d. for working at breakfast-time, and 3d. for
dinner-time during the crop; and in fact it wouldtake me more time than I could devote
to the collection of the various plans that are in existence.

This leads to inquiry on the part of the labourers, and being a keen calculating class of
people, they naturally feel an appetite for that plan which is most advantageous to them~
selves. Upon this diversity of system then it 1s that the crop is progressing both with
uncommon sluggishness, and much disagreement and halting between two opinions on
several plantations. I have no doubt that matters will assume a more favourable turn,
though I am constrained to give it as my opinion, that should this be otherwise, it will
require three or four weeks more than usual to take in the harvest. Those estates which
formerly made in good weather three and four hogsheads per day are now unable to make
more than two, and I apprehend that they will seldom exceed two and a half on an
average.
Where the rate of od. per hogshead has been accepted, the labour has been increased in

proportion, so as to keep pace with the expectation of a large reward. But the mind of the
negro has been so considerably altered since his elevation to freedom, that this degree of
exertion, it is quite probable, will last but for a season, for after a month of fortunate gains
in studious toil, relaxation will be sighed for, a desire for occasional rest will triumph over
money, and the work will fall off. his has been the case since the ist of August, when
labour was not so great as at this moment, and I am persuaded that nothing can prevent
a recurrence of the same circumstance to a certain extent. A plea of sickness will occur—
whether real or feigned it must be allowed, and these periodical drawbacks will amount to
much in the end.
The estates that are more remote from the towns will suffer less than others in this respect,

because the population are less vicious and more stationary. To sum up the whole, I am
to remark, that free labour differs from slave labour in this essential point, that the emanci-
pated will migrate where and when they please, as often as their interest or a desire for
recreation leads them. It was to check this abuse of time in the present crop that the Act
for establishing contracts between master and servant was passed on the 29th of last month.
It was both necessary and opportune, because there could be no doubt, from the experience
of past months, that the planters would continue to entice away each other’s labourers by
increased bounties.
The idea of importing English labourers into this Island has been a favourite topic with

some persons; but it is absolute delusion to suppose that any man from the United Kingdom
can be put alongside of one of our field people for 12 hours under a burning sun with any
hope of his prolonged existence. The most experienced planters must know that the training
for plantation work requires to be gradual; the grass gang in childhood, the weeding gang
in riper years, and the great gang at maturity, ere the constitutional powers can withstand
the effects of climate. it is not many years since that the experiment of purchasing towns-
people to dig cane-holes was tried by an Irish landholder in this Island; and notwithstanding
they were native blacks, disease speedily crept in among them. Some that I had known in
robust health, became enervated and decrepid. Death completed the work, and but few of
the original number were effective on the ist of August last. I should not think that the
importation of white ploughmen is intended, because that scheme was carried into effect
some years ago by several planters; and the measure not being followed up is a proof that
their services could be dispensed with after the slaves had acquired the art and saved this
extraordinary expense to the master.
The progress of events has not been marked by any unusual disrespect of the laws on the

part of the labouring classes : petty thefts on the full grown canes and potatoes are frequent;
ut this may be ascribed to a rule among those people during their servitude, “ that the taking

oftheir masters’ crop was no theft, so long as they planted it.” Summary punishments will
awaken their feelings to the dissimilarity of connexion between their former and present con-
dition, and operate for the future as a check to this principle.
The whole Island is ina state of ordinary tranquillity. The trifling ebullition of dis-

content on some plantations on the score ofwages may be considered as purely domestic, and
will blow over in a week or two. The police force, small as it is, continues to be efficient,
and the prevalence of vice in our streets has been effectually put down by their firmness and
activity,
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— No. 174,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor
Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.

Sir, Colonial Office, 16 March 1835,
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 3d February,

enclosing report ofthe superintendent of police upon the state ofthe liberated classes
in the Island of Antigua on the 3ist January last.

Although differences are reported in that report as interfering with the harvest,
and likely to delay its completion, yet the rights of the negro to carry his labour to
the best market cannot be denied, and, on the other hand, the proprietors as a bod
are neither so large nor so incompact as to be unable to protect their own interests
without resorting to compulsory enactments at variance with the freedom of
commerce.

It affords me much satisfaction to observe that the police force is reported to be
in a state of efficiency.

I have, &c.

(signed) § Aberdeen.

 

— No. 175.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M Gregor, Bart.,
to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 10 March 1835,
A REporT from the superintendent of police for February, received too late to

Y admit of its transmission by the last packet, is herewith forwarded, representing
the state of agricultural labour in this Colony, since the commencement of the
present crop, and passing of the Act relative to contracts, which accompanied my
Despatch of the 30th December last.

I have, &c.

(signed) £. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 175.

Police Office, Head Quarters, St. John’s,
Sir, 28th February 1835.

I wave the honour to lay before your Excellency a short Report connected with passing
events in this Island during the present month.
The sugar crop has been generally commenced, but the average quantum of labour has

not been such as to afford the planters satisfaction under all the circumstances of the coun-
try, and with due allowance for the altered condition of society. There has been no fixed
standard of wages by private agreement among the planters, but still they have severally
offered to the labourers such terms as were consistent with the pecuniary means at their com-
mand, and such also as, in my opinion, ought to have been cheerfully acceded to, in agreat
majority of cases, but in others the people were less to blame, on account of the scale of
wages being so intricate as to be beyond the comprehension of persons not acquainted with,
arithmetical calculation. Alterations I am informed have been made from time to time to
bring the weaker party into terms that were more acceptable and better understood.

I am certain that the taking off this crop will give the contracting parties the advantage
of more amicable feelings on future similar occasions. It is impossible that the planter can
spend less hereafter than they do at present in the manufacture of sugar, with any hope of
benefit to themselves; and the labourer will be satisfied, at the end of the bargain, that
they have had no reasonable or just cause of complaint.
The character of slavery had impressed on the minds of its victims a certain degree of low

cunning, anda large share of distrust on the score of undue advantage being taken of their ~
weakness and comparative ignorance, which it will take many years to overcome, and
even then it will never be altogether extracted from the present generation of adults, who
have grown up with the old colonial system. .
Hence their fluctuating opinion and breaches of contract during the last and present

month. On many estates they have hardly made a contract before they attempted to abro-
gate it, while on others they have lingered at the work for a short time, till an open rupture
has been the result. In several instances under my own knowledge (and I am told they are
common) they flatly deny before the magistrates the existence of any contract. But the
truth has invariably come out, that certain propositions being made to them in the manner
prescribed by law, they silently (though perhaps reluctantly) retire, perform the workallotted
them, and receive the proffered wages. The fact being thus established upon the evidence

0
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of two persons, the magistrate’s course is clear and unequivocal. Much, however, has ANTIGUA.

been done by the magistracy of St. John’s to reconcile these conflicting parties, and they _—

have been successful in some instances.

The crop,I am of opinion, would never have been proceeded with so far as it has but for
the enactment of the Labourer’s Contract Act;andthough the whole of the plantations have
not succeeded in getting their people to agree to contracts, yet the possession of houses by

the dissenting labourers has had the salutary effect of preventing by law their services from
peing accepted elsewhere; and they are thus reduced to the necessity of remaining where
they are, and faring no better than those who have become contractors.

The minds of the labouring people were staggered at the provisions of this new law, but
they are now mostly convinced of its tendency, either bymagisterial decisions or by due
explanations abroad, and it may reasonably be inferred that all collision will cease as they

become familiarised to the present regulations. The sugar crop has fallen far short of the

expectations which were entertained three months ago, and certainly much behind that of
last year; but I am of opinion, as I hinted in my last Report, that the time which will be

occupied in reaping the present, will not be less than was taken to complete the former;
and this must be ascribed to the difference between slave and free labour per diem.

Whether the same quantity ofplant canes will be put in this year as there was last year,

is another question; but, from‘all that I can learn, it does not appear that there will be any

diminution in the aggregate, in consequence of the job-work and increased pay given to the

labourers at the critical moment when the planters discovered that there was no hope of

opening the land for the next crop but by an additional pecuniary stimulus.

The calendar for the session of next month is considerably heavier than it has been at

both the former sessions since the first of August last. The capital cases in this Court would
appear at the first view as largely increased, comparedwith their extent before the abolition of

slavery in this Island ; but a moment’s reflection will discover that cases which were formerly

dealt with in the slave court are all crowded into thejurisdiction of our tribunal for the trial of

free men; and larcenies upon plantations, which under the old system would have been dealt

with by domestic chatisement, are likewise thrown into this new channel.

Time, patience, judicious laws, and able, unbiassed magistrates, are the points to which
the country must look for happiness under Divine Providence, and I feel persuaded

that she will yet have to congratulate herself upon her great liberality in the cause of
feedom.

The police force under my command have an arduous duty to perform, and my personal
exertions are unceasing to supply the lack of numbers by zealous activity on the part of every

member thereof. I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant, _

(signed) § Henry Loving, Supr. of Police.
To His Excellency the Governor,

&e. Ke. Ke.

 

—No. 176.—- No. 176.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Evan J. Murray M'Gregor, Batt.,
to Mr. Secretary Grant.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 9 June 1835.

I wavs the honour to submit for your information a satisfactory Report from
Mr. Loving, superintendent of police, on the present condition of this Island.

I have, &c.

(signed) ££. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

 

Enclosure in No. 176. Enclosure in

Police Office, Head Quarters, St. John’s, No, 176.
Sir, ist June 1835.
Tue progressively healthful state of affairs in this Island leaves me but little to remark

upon in this Report for the month of May; and I am happy to have learnt, from. the best
authority, that some gentlemen of rank possessing estates in this country, who, from a want of
due patience, had recently predicted the ruin of the landed interest, are now of a different
opinion. Opinions, however, ought to be received with some caution where they are not
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ANTIGUA. general, and especially when they relate to any subject which affects the well-being of 4
—_—— whole community. That such opinions were never general, and, in fact, rather limited, at

any period since the first of August 1834, I can aver, from the conversations which I haye
had with planters of every rank, and at all events it would have been better to have with-
held any sentiments of despondency till the period should have arrived when a fair estimate
could be made of the operations of free labour. Hasty promulgations of impending evil are
moreover, calculated to wound the credit of the Island abroad, and to forfeit that confidence
which is so necessary to be maintained between the people of England and the plenters of
the West Indies.

Capital offences against the laws have decreased considerably since the last quarterly ses.
sions, there being but four persons to be arraigned in the present month. Petit larcenies
have been more numerous since that period, and this I attribute, as it regards the rural
population, to the circumstance of there being several disaffected characters about the coun-
try who have done little or no work since their emancipation ; and on the part of the town’s
people by reason of their prevailing and unhappy fondness for dress.

The force under my command are in the active and zealous performance of every dut
which may tend to the public good, and in this I am happy to say they are powerfully aided
by the magistracy and other functionaries.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant,

Henry Loving, Sup. of Police.

To His Excellency Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart..
—— *&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 177. —No. 177.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 2g July 1835.

. I nave the honour to transmit to you an Order of His Majesty in Council,
s* dated 10th June 1835, confirming and allowing the Act passed by the Legislature

of Antigua in the month of June 1834, for the Abolition of Slavery in that Island,
and reciting and setting forth at length, in pursuance- of the 23d section of the
British Act, the several provisions and enactments of that Act which have been
superseded by the Act of the Legislature of Antigua.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

No, 178. —No. 178.—

Cory of.a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

‘, Sir, Downing-street, 3 August 1835.

char I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

+ Council, dated the 31st ultimo, declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision

ey =>” hath been made in the colony of Antigua for giving effect to an Act of Parliament

Sy made in the 3d and 4th years of His present Majesty for the Abolition of Slavery.

YS I have, &c.

y (signed) = Glenelg.
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MONTSERRAT.
 

Cory of a. DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 30 December 1833.
I po myself the honour of transmitting to you the copy of a Letter from the

President of Montserrat, on the occasion of his having presented to that Legislature

the transcript of your circular Despatch of the 19th of October last.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

 

Enclosure in No. 179. Enclosure in
Sir, Montserrat, 24 December 1833. No. 179.

Ir affords me much satisfaction to be enabled to inform your Excellency that I had an
opportunity on Thursday last of submitting to the serious consideration of both Houses of
the Legislature (by message) the important circular Despatch from the Right honourable
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a printed form, intended in some measure as a
model for their guidance in the formation of the Colonial Bills to be passed, in accordance
with the spirit of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery.

I am pleased to inform your Excellency that that Act has been received by them with
that respectful attention due to His Majesty and the Imperial Parliament, on a Bill of such
vital importance not only to the Colonies, but to the Empire at large. They have also duly
appreciated the very conciliatory Letter of Mr. Secretary Stanley, as also that of your Excel-
lency for your kind good wishes in the transmission of it.

I do most sincerely hope and trust that, through their wisdom, their patriotism, and their
love of their country, they may be enabled, difficult as the task is, to surmount them all, and
make such wholesome enactments as may (with the aid of His Majesty’s Government)
ensure to the inhabitants of this ancient and loyal Island that happiness and prosperity they
formerly enjoyed. I have, &e

(signed) Hen. Hamilton.
His Excellency Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Governor Leeward Islands,

 

—No. 180,— No. 1 80.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 June 1834.
I uaveE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 6th of April last,

transmitting the Bill passed by the Legislature of Montserrat, for the Abolition of
Slavery; and I have to inform you, that, in consequence of this Bill not having
received your assent, or that of the President of Montserrat, His Majesty is pre-
cluded from pronouncing any opinion upon it. It is a subject of considerable
regret to me that this Bill should have been sent home in such a form; but in order
to obviate this serious inconvenience which would result to the Island by the Bill
not coming into operation on the ist August next, I have received The King’s
command to inform you, that if the House of Assembly of Montserrat be still in
Session, and the usages of the Colony permit it, the requisite assent should be given
by the officer administering the governinent. If, on the other hand, the Session
shall have been closed, I am to desire that immediate steps may be taken to con-
vene the Legislature, who must be invited to re-enact the Bill, to which, when
so re-enacted, the President Hamilton will give his assent.

IT have, &c.

(signed) 7. Spring Rice.
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—-No. 18] —_—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. President Hamilton to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Montserrat, 31 July 1834,
AGREEABLY to your instructions, I have the honour to enclose you a re-enacted

Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in this Colony. Lhave, &c
2? °

(signed) § J. Hamilton, President.

 

— No. 182. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Nevis, 1 August 1834. ,

His Majesty’s ship Belvedera quitted Tortola on the morning of the 25th, and
I reached Montserrat on the 29th ultimo. My communications from the Council
the Assembly, and the Executive, will be found detailed in the Enclosures,
Nos. 1, 2 and 3, relating to the latter Island, where no design had been indicated
by the negroes of opposing the system of apprenticeship, and they were, on the
contrary, said to comport themselves with perfect propriety and decorum.
The absence of the special magistrate, intended. to officiate in that Colony, is

adverted to in the address from the Assembly.

 

Enclosures in No. 182.

No. 1.

MonrTsERRAT.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

On repairing to Montserrat it is in the highest degree acceptable to me to be assured of
the observance of that orderly conduct which has happily prevailed amongst the working

pulation since the formation of the Leeward Island Government.
As their sincere friend I cherish a heartfelt hope that by a faithful and punctual discharge

of the duties about to devolve on them for four or six crops, according to their respective
classes, during the prescribed period of apprenticeship, the negroes of this Colony will prove
themselves justly sensible of the solid advantages of food, medical care and lodgingtobe
rovided for them while in this state of gradual preparation for eventual independence
y their several employers, and by thus meriting the great boon of freedom, so soon to

be bestowed upon them, under the immediate auspices of the King, prudently to insure a
continuance of His Majesty’s most gracious protection.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
When the Colony of Montserrat shall have recovered from the injurious consequences

inseparably connected with the long agitation of a question of such vital importance as that
now to be set at rest, I confidently trust the expenditure attendant on the approaching
change in the relations of society will be fully repaid by the increasing prosperity of al
orders of the community.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

In His Majesty's proclamation of the 4th of September last, ordaining the abolition of
slavery, and the substitution for a limited term, under certain conditions of apprenticeship,
our Sovereign Lord The King was pleased to declare “ his settled purpose and resolve, by
all the powers vested in him, to enforce due obedience to the laws, and to prevent, and if
necessary, to repress and punish all contraventions of the said laws.”

It is incumbent on me, therefore, in addressing your Honourable Board and House, pub-

licly to state, that while all well-behaved and peaceable inhabitants may depend on the con-
stant support ofthe executive, the civil authorities and the commanding officers of the King’s

naval and military forces, in pursuance of the royal commands, are amplyprepared7
press every indication of a lawless or rebellious spirit, proceeding from evi isposed persons,

and effectually to maintain the internal order and tranquillity of these valuable islands.

Montserrat, July 30, 1834. (signed)’ E. J. Murray M‘Gregor.
 

No. 2.

To His Excellency Sir EZ. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. &c. &c. Ke.

May it please your Excellency, .
We, His Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members ofHis Majesty's Council for

the Island of Montserrat, beg leave to return your Excellency our thanks for the speech
that you have this day been pleased to address to both Houses of the Legislature. w

. e
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We rejoice to find your Excellency approves of the conduct of the labouring classes in MONTSERRAT.
this Island;and we hope that the same class of people will evincethemselvesjustly sensible

of the solid advantages so benignantly bestowed upon them by His gracious ajesty under

the Imperial Act of Parliament. . ; ;
We feel grateful to our most gracious Sovereign for his proclamation of the 4th of Sep-

tember, in which he declares his settled purpose and determination, by all the powers vested
in him, to enforce due obedience to the laws, and to prevent, and, if necessary, to repress
and punish all contraventions of the said laws.
We are also thankful to your Excellency for your communication that by HisMajesty’s
command the civil, military and naval forces are amply. prepared to suppress every indica-
tion of a lawless or rebellious spirit, proceeding from evil-disposed persons, and to support

the well-behaved and peaceable inhabitants of this Island.
In conclusion, permit us, Sir, to express our sincere regret that your Excellency has lately

been suffering from ill health, and that the very arduous and important duties which your
Excellency has to attend to in the sister Colonies at this momentous period, will unavoid-
ably deprive us of a longer visit from you, as it would at all times afford us, both indi-
yidually and collectively, the greatest gratification to show your Excellency every possible
attention in our power.

(signed) W* Shiell.
Council Chamber, go July 1834. - Jn® Dobridge.

Mich! Furlonge.
Francis Polhill.
Felix Bedding field.

 

No. 3.

To His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., &c. &c. &c.
May it please your Excellency,

We, His Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Speaker and Assembly of this Island,
in replying to your Excellency’s address, avail ourselves of the opportunity of expressing
how highly we appreciate your very opportune visit to this part of your Excellency’s govern-
ment; and whilst we return our best thanks to your Excellency for your address of this
day, we beg leave to express a hope that the state of tranquillity and order which you are
pleased to declare so happily exists, may continue to prevail. But we deeply lament the
absence of the stipendiary magistrate appointed by His Majesty’s Government, to fulfil
the important functions attached to that office by the existing law. We therefore con-
fidently rely upon your Excellency’s wisdom to adopt such measures as shall appear most
appropriate to obviate the evils that this unfortunate circumstance may occasion.

e no less cherish a heartfelt hope than your Excellency, that the respective classes of
apprentices, by meriting the great boon of freedom so soon to be bestowed upon them under
the immediate auspices of His Majesty, will ensure a continuance of His Majesty’s most gra-
cious protection; and we feel no hesitation in assuring your Excellency that our united
exertions will be exercised in making their state comfortable and happy.
We unfeignedly thank your Excellency for your public declaration of protection, that

while all well-behaved and peaceable inhabitants may depend on the constant support of
the executive, the civil authorities, and the commanding. officers of the King’s naval and
military forces, in pursuance of the royal commands, are amply prepared to suppress every
indication of a lawless or rebellious spirit, we heartily deprecate the necessity of such inter-

 

position, but rely with confidence on its timely exertion if called for.

July 30, 1834. (signed) W. D. Furlonge, Speaker.

—No. 183.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.,
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher’s, 15 August 1834.

I transmit to you herewith a copy of a Letter from the President of Montserrat,
whence it may be gratifying to you to collect that public tranquillity is likely to
Yemain uninterrupted in those Islands.

 

Enclosure in No. 183.

Sir, Montserrat, 13 August 1894.
I EMBRACE the opportunity afforded, by one of our small vessels bound to St. Kitt’s,

briefly to inform your xcellency, if there, that we are in a perfect state of tranquillity in
this Island, the labouring apprentices having all resumed their field-work.

To hisExcellency I have, &c.
) ir E. J. Murray MGregor. (signed) Henry Hamilton, President.
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— No. 184.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, Antigua, 25 August 1834,

AttuoucH my Despatch of the 15th instant contains a Letter from the
President, under date the 13th August, announcing the existence of tranquillity in
Montserrat, I deem it right to convey to you the extract of a previous Report from
his Honour, received on my arrival here, explanatory of the means which it had
been found requisite to adopt in order to enforce it in that Colony.
 

Enclosure in No. 184.

Extract of a LETTER from the President of Montserrat, to
Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. dated 7 August 1834.

Tue day before Captain Grame’s arrival I ordered out a detachment of the 36th regi~
ment, with a party of militia, under the command of Captain De Lacy, who marched at
three o’clock in the moming, and surrounded the negro houses on one of the disaffected
estates, and apprehended several prisoners; this had the desired effect of creating a con-
siderable sensation on the minds of the labouring classes generally.
As Captain De Lacy was in orders to advance with a considerable force under his com-

mand, I thought ithighly advisable and a compliment due to such a distinguished officer,
to promote him to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in the militia; as also Francis Polhill,
esq. late major in His Majesty’s service, to be an acting aide-de-camp to myself, which I
trust will meet with your approbation; the latter gentleman also offieiated as town-major.

I had, at the instance or Captain Grame, all the prisoners brought up, who on bein:
addressed and admonished by him, expressed their deep contrition for their conduct;and
at his intercession on their behalf, I granted them a general pardon, proclaiming at same
time an amnesty to apprentices who returned to their duty. ;
Iam highly gratified in reporting to your Excellency the steady and meritorious good

conduct of the militia, throughout the period they were on service, which called forth my
thanks in general orders tothe staff, the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of
the Montserrat regiment.
Under the foregoing circumstances I thought myself, with the advice of the Privy

Council, justified in discharging the alarm, and enable Captain Grame to enter upon the
duties of his office.
 

— No. 185. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor
Sir E. J.Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 January 1835.
I HAVE to acquaint you that, in the first Council which may be holden by His

Majesty, an order will be made, leaving to its operation an Act passed by the
President, Council and Assembly of Montserrat, in the month of July last, for
the Abolition of Slavery in that Island.
The Act is a mere transcript of the first twenty-two clauses of the British Statute,

3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73; of course, therefore, the law is left precisely where it stood
before, and in that sense the Act may be said to be without any practical effect
whatever; yet, considering this Statute as a deliberate acceptance of the measures
adopted by Parliament, and adverting to the beneficial effect which it may possibly
have on the negroes, by exhibiting to them the local Legislature as the immediate
authors of their freedom, I cannot regard this law as unimportant.

It is to be observed, however, that the transfer of these clauses from the Imperial
to the Colonial Statute Book has not been very skilfully made. There are several
clerical errors, which perhaps do not ingeniously affect the sense, and the words
taken from the 4th section of the Act of Parliament have changed their meaning
with their change of position. The copy becomes substantially inaccurate by being
accurate to the letter. Under the Act of Parliament, no person of the age of
12 years, or upwards, could be included in the class of predial labourers, unless he
had been habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial
produce, for at least twelve months preceding the date of this Act, that is, unless he
had been habitually so employed as early as the 28th of August 1832. The
identical words occurring in the Colonial Statute carry back only to the goth of
July 1833, the period from which the habit of pradial labour must have had its
commencement. Now, this is a material distinction. In July 1833, the proceed-
ings of the British Parliament, and their then inevitable issue, were perfectly knowo
throughout the Colonies, and persons anticipating from the approaching change
a formidable reduction in the amount of agricultural labour, may at that time have
yielded to the temptation of sending domestics into the field, in order torecrat

their
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their gangs; but at the time fixed by Parliament, namely, the 28th of August 1832, MONTSERRAT.
there was no definite reason to expect the Abolition of Slavery, and consequently —
the temptation to which I have referred cannot at that time be supposed to have

felt. '
et will, therefore, be convenient that the Legislature of Montserrat should revise
this Act, for the correction of the errors to which I have adverted.

I do not find that any Act has hitherto been received from Montserrat at this
department, fulfilling the conditions which Parliament has required, to entitle the
proprietors in the Colony to a share in the Compensation Fund. The law for the
government of apprentices, which was received here, nothaving been assented to,
on His Majesty’s behalf, either by yourself or by the President of the Island, could
not be submitted to His Majesty in Council for His Majesty’s confirmation. The
early approach, as I trust, of the period for thedistribution of that fund, renders it
peculiarly important that the attention of the local Legislature should be called to
this oversight. I have, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.
 

— No. 186. — No. 186.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to
the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 18 March 1835.
Tue accompanying documents contain the observations of Mr. President

Hamilton, assisted by the members of His Majesty’s Council in Montserrat, on
the subject of the circular Despatch from the Right honourable Thomas Spring
Rice, of the 30th September 1834, relative to the alterations in the system of cul-
tivating lands, &c. likely to be effected in the Colonies, in consequence of the
Abolition of Slavery. I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

 

Enclosure in No, 186. Enclosure in

Sir, Montserrat, 5 January 1835. No, 180.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular Letter of the goth Sep-

tember, and in compliance with the directions therein contained, I beg leave to submit the
following answers to the queries submitted.
To the ist, the present state of proauctive industry in this Island is, at this moment,

applied to the manufacture of sugar, rum and molasses, our staple exports; our articles of
consumption consist of potatoes, yams and cassada; added to this, the rising of live stock
is carried on to the same extent. The negro population owning a large number of goats,
sheep and hogs.
To the 2d, the ill effects of the change which the abolition of slavery may produce, is

already severely felt by the proprietors of estates, and proves incontestably, that the
deterioration of the crops, and consequent embarrassment of many proprietors, who, it is
greatly feared, must, under the present system, be obliged to abandon their properties, will
e mainly attributable to this extraordinary change.
3d. It is well known that laziness and indolence are the prominent characteristics of the

negro. As long as he has wherewith to satisfy his appetite, he will not willingly work, he
must be driven to it; and this, coupled with the want of pecuniary means, will be the great
obstacle which may in future impede the powers of production.

4th. The only remedy, therefore, under those circumstances, as it appears to me, will be in
placing under cultivation, by free labour, those large tracts of arable and wood lands now
ying waste at the north and south divisions of this Island, and which are well calculated for
the growth of coffee, cotton, indigo, tobacco, corn and ginger, and pulse of all kind. To
accomplish this great good, pecuniary means are of course required, and without the
generous and liberal assistance of His Majesty’s Government for that purpose, this very
desirable object cannot be accomplished.
‘ue southern parts of this Colony, having also a western aspect, with a soil similar to that

of Madeira, is well calculated for the cultivation of the graye vine. There are also many
situations in the interior, where potteries may be established, and bricks and tiles manu-
factured with success.
The northern parts ofthis Island will also answer well, and afford an ample field for grazing

arms, in raising cattle, sheep, hogs, &c. I have, &c.
The Right hon. the Secretary of State (signed) § _H. Hamilton, President,

for the Colonial Department. administering the government.
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Sir, Government House, Antigua, 16 February 1835,
In your honour’s answer to the Right honourable the Colonial Secretary of State’s circular

of the goth of September, a copy of which is forwarded with your Letter to my address of
the 1oth instant, it is stated, that the ill effects of the change which theabolition ma’
produce, is already severely felt by the proprietors of estates, and proves incontestably that
the deterioration of the crops, and consequent embarrassment of manyproprietors, who, it
is greatly feared, must, under the present system, be obliged to abandon their properties,
will be mainly attributable to this extraordinary change.

I request to be informed whether these observations are intended to apply to the effects of
the abolition, in its general result of substituting freedom in the room o slavery, or to be
confined to its operation in the intermediate stage of apprenticeship as now existing in
Montserrat, an inquiry, which I am induced to make in consequence of the favourable
prospect presented in this Island, under the opposite plan of at once emancipating the negro

 

population. . I have, &c.

To his Honour the President of Montserrat, (signed) LE. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Ke. &e. Ke. Governor.

Sir, Montserrat, 7March 1835,
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Letter of the 16th

ultimo, relative to my answer to the Colonial Secretary of State’s circular Despatch of the
goth September last, in which your Excellency requires an explanation of the following
paragraph in that Despatch :—“ The ill effects of the change which the abolition may
produce, is already severely feltby the proprietors of estates, and proves incontestably that
the deterioration of the crops, and consequent embarrassment of many proprietors, who, it
isgenerally feared, must, under the present system, be obliged to abandon their properties,
will be mainly attributable to this extraordinary change.”

I beg to inform your Excellency that these observations are intended to apply to the
effects of the abolition, in its general result, by the substitution of apprenticeship, as far as
they had been manifested, to the date of my Despatch. _
The excitement which prevailed in this [sland on the introduction of the present system,

and the passive resistance of the negro population to it, are well known to your Excellency.
To this cause (combined with subsequent indolence and dissatisfaction), may be

attributed, in a great degree, the reduction of the present crop. The limited time allowed
by the Imperial Act for the culture of estates, the additional taxation requisite to insure its
future success, and the diminished resources of the proprietors, have further tended to their
embarrassment. These remarks are of general application.
The class, however, more especially alluded to in that Despatch, comprises,—First,

Those proprietors possessed of small unproductive and encumbered estates, who will derive
no benefit from the compensation money; and, secondly, Those who hire negroes as task
gangs to the proprietors of large estates, to assist in their cultivation. Persons of this class
could not, without a large expenditure of capital, be able to clear and plant their estates,
and erect the necessary buildings for the manufacture of sugar, or any other staple com-
modity of export.

I deem it requisite to state to your Excellency, that the Despatch in question was framed
with the advice and assistance of the members of His Majesty’s Council, who have more
experience on the subject of its inquiry than my official duties have allowed me to
acquire. I have, &c.

His Excellency Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. (signed) § H. Hamilton,
Governor. President.
 

—No. 187. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 27 July 1835.

As the period approaches for carrying into effect the intentions of Parliament,
in regard to the distribution of the compensation money awarded to the Colonies
under the Slavery Abolition Act, I am induced, with a view to guard against any

inconvenience which might arise from delay, to advert to the Despatch which was
addressed to you by my predecessor on the 15th January last, relative to the

revision of the Act passed by the Legislature of Montserrat for the Abolition of

Slavery in that Island, and pointing out that no Act hadbeen.received fromMont-

serrat, fulfilling the conditions which Parliament has required to entitle the pro-

prietors in a Colony to a share in the Compensation Fund. .
Should no steps have been taken for remedying this omission before the receipt

of this Despatch, you will lose no time in calling the attention of the Legislature of

Montserrat to the subject, acquainting them that until they shall complywith the

requisitions contained in Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch, they will not be entitled to
a participation in the fund. I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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ST. CHRISTOPHER.

—No. 188. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary
. Stanley.

Sir. Government House, St. Christopher, 2 August 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th

June, enclosing me the copy ofyour circular Despatch to all the Governors in

the West Indies, also the Resolutions of the House of Commons of the 12th of
June, on the subject of the measures proposed to be adopted for the immediate
abolition of slavery.

I lost no time in laying the same before the Legislatures of this Island, Nevis
and Tortola, and I herewith enclose you the replies from the Board of Council

‘and House of Assembly of St. Christopher.
On the 29th ult. I received your letter of the 26th June and the Resolu-

tions of the House of Lords, which I likewise submitted to the Legislatures of
the before-named Islands. The answers from the President and Speaker of
St. Kitt’s are herewith transmitted to you.
As you express your anxiety to receive my report of the disposition with

which those Resolutions are received in this Colony, I have the honour in this
early stage of the business to lay before you all that I can as yet learn on the
subject.

As relates to carrying into execution the plan for the extinction of negro
slavery, I am of opinion that few proprietors of slaves in this Colony will
violently oppose that measure, though few appear to approve of it. They are
in general more reconciled to emancipation as compensation is to be given to
them for their slaves; but I do not hear of any proprietor being satisfied with
the probabled portion ofthat compensation.

Within the last few days I made a tour of this Island, visited several estates,
and conversed with many of the slaves: they are almost unanimously very
averse to the idea of being apprenticed, generally disappointed and dis-
contented at not getting unconditional and immediate emancipation, though
others object to being freed at all.
Upen the whole, they are orderly and submissive, and seem to be very happy,

are well treated throughout the Island; and though on some estates there
has been a disposition manifested by the gangs to decline working, by reason
of their disappointment in not getting their freedom, which they fully expected
by the packet, at that time just arrived, yet by good management they were
brought back to their duty without coercion. It is impossible to foresee what
mischief they may attempt when they are to be apprenticed, as they have so
decided an abhorrence to that expedient; but I have made every arrangement
within the limits of my means to counteract any insubordinate act they might
by possibility endeavour to commit.

Ihave no reason to anticipate any opposition from the Council ; on the con-
trary, I have hopes that they will assist the views of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment when the question is brought before them in a more matured stage. As
yet they have not discussed the question at the Board, being unable to predict
what may be the ulterior measures and decision ofthe British Parliament.
I have not such confidence in the Assembly. They have been employed in
discussing, both in and out of doors, the merits of the address and petition of
the Members of the Council and General Assembly of Barbadoes to the
Houses of Lords and Commons, dated the 6th July 1833, which I understand
has been sent to all the Colonies having Legislatures, with a view to be
adopted by them; and I am led to believe that they are resolved here to follow
the example of the Barbadians.

I beg to enclose you a copy of a letter which I received from the Speaker
of the House of Assembly. It is not in accordance with the resolution of
& meeting of the inhabitants of this Colony that took place here on the 22d
278—IT. April.
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April last, of which he was chairman. A newspaper containing their pro-
ceedings I had the honour of enclosing to Lord Goderich on the 24th of the
same month.

It may not be out of place here to report to you, that the Assembly of this
Island suffered the Police Act to expire on the 10th December 1831, and that
from that period to the present there has been no description of police what-
ever in the Island. The militia are so badly previded, that in the event of
their being called out, they have not a set of accoutrements for service, or any
means of carrying ammunition, nor have I the means of providing them; so
that the protection of the Island is entirely dependent on the troops of the line,
I have called the attention of the Legislature to this circumstance, but the
Assembly have taken no steps to remedy the evil.

I have submitted to the Attorney-general of this Colony for his considera-
tion the points mentioned in your circular Despatch of the 13th June, with
injunctions to him immediately to make the inquiries directed by you, and to
report accordingly for your information.

I forward this Despatch direct, to save delay in sending it through the:
Governor, being the reason you assign for transmitting your note and circular
dated the 13th June direct to me, but my duplicate will be forwarded through
the Governor.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Lyons Nixon,

Lieutenant-governor.
 

Enclosure 1, in No. 188.

Sir, Council Chamber, 22 July 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge your Excellency’s letter of this day, transmitting the

Resolutions of the House of Commons, and extracts from Mr. Secretary Stanley’s Circular
of the 13th June; and I am to acquaint your Excellency that a joint committee of the
Council and Assembly has been appointed to take the same into consideration.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Lieut.-governor. (signed) J, Davoren, President.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 188.

Sir, House of Assembly, 22 July 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of this date,

accompanied by a copy of the Resolutions of the House of Commons for the Abolition of
Colonial Slavery, dated 12th June 1833, and extracts from a Circular addressed by the
Honourable E. G. Stanley to the Governors of the West India Colonies, and dated June
13th, 1833. ;

I have the satisfaction to inform your Excellency that this important subject has been
referred to a joint committee of theBoard of Council and House of Assembly.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Lieut.-governor, (signed) R. W. Pickwoad, Speaker.

&e &e. Ke. , ,

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 188.

Sir, oS Council Chamber, 1 Aug. 1833.
., Lmave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of this day's
date, enclosing copy of Mr, Stanley’s Despatch of the 26th June last, and the Resolutions
of the House of Lords of the preceding day.

, I have, &c. .
His Excellency, J. Lyons Nixon, Esq. (signed) § J. Davoren, President.

&e. &e. Ke.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 188.

Sir, House of Assembly, St. Christopher’s, 1 Aug. 1833. .
. I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, conveying
copy of the Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley of the 26th June last, and of theResolu.
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tlons of the House of Lords, relative to the internal government and prosperity of His ST. CHRISTOPHER.
Majesty’s Colonial possessions. ; ;

[laid the same before the House at their meeting this day.

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Lieut.-governor. (signed) R. W. Pickwoad, Speaker.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 188.

Sir, Basseterre, August 1833.
Mr. Secretary Stanley having expresseda desire to know what reception would be given Enclosure 5,

to the Parliamentary Resolutions respecting the measures in progress for the abolition of in No. 1838.
Colonial slavery, I regret that no opportunity has been afforded to the House of Assembly
of this Island, whereby their opinion upon that subject can be with any certainty ascer-
tained. But if any inference may be drawn from the events of to-day, I should augur that
such reception would be favourable to the views of His Majesty’s Government. The
subject, as your Excellency knows, was, in the first instance, referred to a joint committee,
and I did not expect that any debate or discussion would ensue until we had their report.
‘Upon the casual introduction of the petition of the Legislature of Barbadoes, which, by the
way, Was lot a very auspicious promise for a tranquil consideration of the subject, the House
went to-day into a committee for the purpose, as I was afterwards informed, of ascertaining
my sentiments, I took the opportunity of saying that I felt assured when the discussion
should be legitimately brought on, that the House would see the expediency of adopting
the Parliamentary Resolutions; and it was with great satisfaction that I heard the senti-
ment very loudly cheered. No other member offered a single observation upon the
subject.
The cheer and the silence are to me indications that the principle of the measures will be

adopted. As to its details, they are necessarily of a character so intricate and formidable as
to make difference of opinion inevitable.

I know not how far your Excellency may think it expedient, in the absence of a better
assurance, to convey these crude and unauthorized sentiments to Mr. Secretary Stanley.
At all events, your Excellency will have the goodness to bear in mind that I am merely
individually, and not officially, responsible for their accuracy.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency Lieut.-governor Nixon, (signed) R. W. Pickwoad.

Ke. &e. Ke.

 

—No. 189. —

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Nizon to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, 22 Sept. 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 8th

August, covering the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery as amended by the
House of Commons, which shall be laid before the Legislature of this Colony
forthwith. :

No. 189.

I have, &c.
(signed) . J. Lyons Nizon, Lieut.-governor.

 

— No. 190. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Nivon to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, 30 Sept. 1833.
I Bre leave to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 22d August, No, 190giving cover to the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery as amended by the House

of Lords.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Lyons Nizon,Lieut.-governor.
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~~No. 191.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt.
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir,, Government House, Antigua, 23 October 1833,
Herein I do myself the honour of transmitting a letter to my address, from

Lieut.-governor Nixon, together with duplicates, therewith received, of a
Despatch from that officer, forwarded to you direct, together with Resolutions
of the Board of Council and House of Assembly of St. Christopher’s, on the
subject of your circular Despatch of the 13th June last.
Had the original documents been submitted to me in the first instance, I

should have considered it my duty to return that from the House of Assembly,
for the reasons stated in my reply to the Lieutenant-governor, of which a copy
is subjoined.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 191.

Sir, St. Christopher's, Government House, § October 1833,
I nave the honour to transmit to you copies of the Resolutions of the Board of Council

and House of Assembly of St. Christopher’s on the subject of Mr. Secretary Stanley’s
circular Despatch of the 13th June last, enclosing the Resolutions of the House of Commons
on the subject of the Slave Emancipation Bill, which I laid before them on the ged July last,
and which they referred to a committee of both Houses.
No steps having been taken on the subject by the committee, I called the attention of

both Houses of the Colonial Legislature to this important question on the 27th of Septem-
ber, at which time I laid before them the Bill as amended by the House of Commons in
Committee, and received by me here on the 21st September.

I have enclosed the originals of these Resolutions to Mr. Secretary Stanley by the packet
direct this day, and I have to request you will be pleased to forward these duplicates.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency (signed) J. Lyons Nizon,

the Governor of the Leeward Islands, Lieut.-governor.
&e. Ke. Ke.

Enclosure 2, in No. 191.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 19 October 1833.
AGREEABLY to the request contained in your letter of the sth instant, the duplicates of

the resolutions of the Board ofCouncil and House of Assembly of St. Christopher's, therewith
received, on the subject of Mr: Secretary Stanley’s circular Despatch of the 13th June last,
will be duly forwarded to the Colonial Office.
Had the originals of these documents been sent here for transmission, I am, however,

under the necessity of adding, that it would have been incumbent on me to reconvey to you
the resolutions of the House ofAssembly, with the request that the Honourable House might
be pleased to select a different channel of communicating to His Majesty’s Government
their dissatisfaction with the proceedings of the Colonial Minister of the Crown.

I have, &c.
The Lieut. governor of St. Christopher’s. (signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor,

Governor,
(True copy.)

E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 191.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 4 October 1833.
I wave the honour to enclose you copies of Resolutions which have been adopted by the

Council and Assembly of this Island relative to your Despatch of the 13th June last, ac-
companying the Resolutions of the House of Commons on the subject of the abolition of
Colonial slavery.

The
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The Resolutions, as you will perceive, have been adopted by the two branches separately, sT.CHRISTOPHER,

the Board of Council, as I am informed, not being disposed to concur in the Resolutions

proposed in and adopted by the Assembly.
I have, &c.

To the Right Hon. E. G. Stanley, (signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.
&e. &e. Ke.

 

The joint Committee of the Honourable Board of Council and House of Assembly,
appointed to take into consideration Mr. Secretary Stanley’s Despatch of 13th
June last,

Report,

Tat having attentively considered the said Despatch, they beg leave respectfully to
recommend, for the adoption of your Honourable Board and House, the annexed Resolutions.

(signed) Wm. G, Crooke, Chairman.

Committee-room, 30 Sept. 1833.

 

St. Christopher.

AT a Meeting of the Council, held at the Court-house, on Thursday the 3d day of
October 1833 ;

Present,

His Honour President Davoren.
The Hon. and Rev. D. G. Davis, a.m.

Thos. O’Maley, Esq., m. p.
W. G. Crooke, Esq.
Chas. Thomson, Esq.
C. G. Payne, Esq.

Resolved unanimously,
Taat the members of His Majesty’s Council of the Island of St. Christopher, having

given their best attention to Mr. Stanley’s Despatch of the 13th June last, and being fully
aware of the importance of the views contained in that Despatch, and of the magnitude of
the interests to be affected by those views both in this Colony and elsewhere; and though
fally sensible of the danger of carrying the proposed measures into effect in an unskilful and
unadvised manner, yet confidently relying on the liberal and generous feelings of the
British nation, in case of future necessity, and that the wisdom and justice of His Majesty’s
Government will support and encourage the well-intended efforts of those who are engaged
in the same cause with themselves, will afford their cordial co-operation towards carrying
into effect the measures proposed, in the safest and most desirable manner, consistently
with the present and future welfare of all His Majesty’s subjects in this Colony.

(signed) Thos. Harper, Clerk of Council.

 

RESOLUTIONS adopted by the House of Assembly of St. Christopher upon the subject
of Mr. Secretary Stanley's Despatch of 13th June 1833.

1. Resolved, That this House cordially concurs in the opinion expressed by Mr. Stanley
and his colleagues, and recognised by the House of Commons, that the success of all efforts
for a peaceful extermination of colonial slavery must depend upon the cordial co-operation
of the colonists, and especially of the Colonial Legislatures, which co-operation this House
is ready to afford.
2. Resolved, That the labour and sacrifices which the Parliament and parent State are

willing to endure for the abolition of slavery bear no proportion to the labour and sacrifices

required of the unfortunate colonists for that object.
3. Resolved, That this House will not disappoint the earnest and confident hope of our

most gracious King, that his faithful subjects, the House of Assembly, will approach this
question with the dispassionate seriousness due to the immense interests at stake; and if,
in a season of great danger and of reasonable alarm, there has been any departure from that
profitable virtue, which Mr. Secretary Stanley so earnestly recommends, whereby the best
feelings of the colonists have been outraged, and this Island pronounced, by his high autho-

rity, guilty of atrocities unknown, in the treatment of its slaves, and identified with crimes

which, if perpetrated, are a disgrace to human nature, this House will regard such departure
as a warning whereby it may avoid the evils of misrepresentation and calumny. ;

4. Resolved, That this House duly estimates the progress of the present state of public
opmion as bearing upon this question; and this House repeats its desire to unitewithPar-
hament in the zealous prosecution of this great design by adopting any safe, equitable and
practicable plan for bringing it to a successful issue.
278—I1. §. Resolved,
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ST. CHRISTOPHER. §. Resolved, That the abolition of slavery, under any form, will involve most extensiye

No. 192.

No. 193.

changes in many parts of our colonial code of laws. That the plan proposed by His Majes.
ty’s Government seems to threaten the abrogation of every existing contract, whethe. of
mortgage, settlement, annuity or other charge contingent upon slavelabour, and that it will
endanger, and, as this House fears, annihilate the complicated interests that have been
created by the confidence which, till this eventful period, has obtained in the sacred charac.
ter of property. That the great and arduous duties thereby to be thrown upon this House
shall be cheerfully approached ; but this House does not think that the greatest exercise of
human foresight that the wit or wisdom of man can avert or greatly mitigate the distresg
and ruin in which thousands will be involved thereby. ;

6. Resolved, That this House deems it to be a duty thus deliberately to record its
opinion upon the proposed abolition of colonial slavery, not for the idle purpose of avertin
any rational measure that shall safely and equitably accomplish so desirable an object, but
in order that the practical experience of this House may be allowed to weigh somethin
against the theory of His Majesty’s Government, and that, if the measure shall, in its pre
sent aspect of danger, be adopted by the British Parliament, those modifications in its de-
tails which this House has suggested may not be disregarded.

7. Resolved, That the Speaker be requested to send a copy of these Resolutions to the
Lieutenant-governor, for the purpose of being conveyed to His Majesty’s Government,

(A true copy.)
(signed) John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

(True copies.)
E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

— No. 192. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir
E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 December 1833.
I ave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 23d

October 1833, enclosing a copy of a letter from Lieutenant-governor Nixon to
yourself, together with duplicate of a Despatch from that officer, and ofcertain
Resolutions of the Board of Council and House of Assembly of St Christopher’s
on the subject of my circular Despatch of the 18th June last.

I have tu request you to instruct Lieutenant-governor Nixon to convey my
thanks to the Council of St. Christopher’s for their promise of cordial co-opera-
tion; and to express to the Assembly of that Colony my hope that by approach-
ing the important subject which has been brought under their consideration
with becoming temper and moderation, they may be able to surmount the man
difficulties which unquestionably surround it.

I have, &c.
(signed) £. G. Stanley.

 

— No. 193. —

. Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Nixon to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, 31 October 1833.
ON the 11th instant I had the honour to receive your circular Despatch of

the 5th September, together with 24 copies of the Act for the Abolition of
Slavery, and a copy of His Majesty’s Proclamation of the 4th September re-
specting the same. ;

I had the several copies of the Act distributed according to your orders.
Same day I caused the Proclamation to be published in the newspapers of

.the Colony, and had copies of it struck off, one of which I sent to every estate
in the Colony, with a circular letter to the proprietors or managers, enjoining
them to read and explain the Proclamation to the slaves under their manage-
ment.

I also sent copies of the Proclamation and Act to every clergymanof the
Established Church, the Moravian and Wesleyan missionaries, (the only secta-
rians in the Colony), with a particular request that they would explain to the
slaves in their respective districts all the provisions of the Act in their favours

an
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and to impress on their minds the necessity and policy of their conducting sT. CHRISTOPHER.
themselves peaceably, quietly and industriously during the short period of their
probation, by which demeanour alone they will ensure to themselves the cer-
tainty of obtaining employment when they are thrown on their own resaurces
at the expiration of their apprenticeship.

I am happy to say that I have heard of very few instances of discontent on
the part of the slaves, but oflate several robberies have been commited, hitherto
almost unheard of. The church and the secretary’s office have been broken
into; but, strange to say, even these occurrences will not induce the Legisla-
ture to incur the expense of apolice, frequently recommended by me, and
which recommendation I will still endeavour to have attended to.

I have the honour to report to you that several persons, who, when in a state
of slavery, weretaken by their possessors to Great Britain, have availed them-
selves of the 3d clause of the Abolition Act, and have claimed their freedom,
which of course they have obtained; but their former owners are much discon-
tented at being deprived of their services, and claim compensation; some of
them claim the services of those people as apprentices in like manner as those
slaves who are to be set free on the Ist of August next.

I have taken the opinion of the Attorney-general of this Colony, and I here-
with enclose a copy of it, with a request to be instructed if his view of the ques-
tion is correct. Perhaps I am premature in intruding this request, as possibly
instructions may arrive to set aside the necessity of doing so; but being most
anxious on every circumstance connected with this great and important change
about to take place in these Colonies, I trust I may be excused.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieutenant-governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 193.

Sir, Basseterre, 24 October 1833.
I nave bad the honour of receiving your letter of yesterday’s date, containing an enclo-

sure from Mr. Henry, and requesting my opinion upon certain points arising out of the new
Act for the Abolition of Slavery.

1. Supposing the slave in question to have been taken to England with the consent of
his possessor, I am of opinion that he is now, by virtue of the 3d clause of this Act, abso-
lutely and entirely free to all intents andpurposes whatsoever, and,

2. That he is consequently not liable to serve as an apprentice under this Act. The
words in italics are the very words of the Statute,and words less susceptible of miscon-
struction it would be difficult to have found. Apprenticed labourers are nowhere throughout
this Act spoken of in any such terms.

3. I proceed to the question, “‘ Whether owners of slaves coming within the operation of
the gd clause are entitled to compensation? In the clause (24) which empowers the Treasury
to raise the twenty millions, mention is made of compensation for the services ofthe slaves to
be manumitted and set free by virtue of this Act; and undoubtedly the slave in question
would not have been made free but by virtue of this Act. In clause 47, mention is made
of apportioning the compensation among the proprietors of the slaves to be manumitted by
virtue of this Act, and this expression also appears to include the slave in question. This
is all I can find in favour of a right to compensation in those persons whose slaves come
within the operation of the 3d clause. On the other side, the 1st clause of the Act points out,
as the main object of this Act, a class of persons who are to become apprenticed labourers on
1st of August 1834, and the slave in question cannot be brought within that class. The
clause (45) which directs the apportioning the compensation fund into certain shares requires
the Commissionersto have regard to the number of registered slaves; and how is the slave
in question to be legally a registered slave at the time when the Commissioners are to per-
‘form this duty, he being already free to all intents and purposes?

The clause (47) which prescribes the duties of the Commissioners more in detail requires
them to have regard to the relative value of predial slaves and of unattached slaves; to dis-
tinguish such slaves into classes; to ascertain and fix the average value of slaves; in short,
every object of their inquiry has reference in some way or other to slaves, i. e. to persons
who at the time of their inquiry shall be held ina state of slavery. I would also observe,
that it is difficult to suppose, considering the various revisions which “this Act has under-
gone, and the great attention which it has received, that the Parliament should not have
been aware of the effect of the third clause ; and if they had intended to give compensation
to the persons whose slaves were made free by this clause, they would have declared such

intention, either by specific words to that effect, or in the course of their instructions to the
Commissioners.
The principle of this Act is a reciprocity of services and support between the manumitted

878~—-1L, slaves
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slaves and the persons entitled to their services, and I think compensation is only to be
given where this reciprocity can prevail ; but in the case of slaves made free by the 3d clause
the owner is entitled to no services, nor is he bound to support his manumitted slave. The
preamble of the Act also throws light on this question, “ AR Act for the Abolition of Slaye
throughout the British Colonies,for promoting the Industry ofthe Manumitted Slaves, an
for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves ;” from which
words I infer that compensation is to be given for those manumitted slaves whose industry
may be promoted by this Act; but the persons manumitted by the gd clause being now
become absolutely free, will be no more affected by the provisions of this Act than any
other free persons in the community.
Upon the whole, after a careful perusal and consideration of the whole Act, [ am of opi-

nion, that persons whose slaves may have become free by the 3d clause of this Act will not
be able to establish a claim to compensation for the loss of such slaves.
Your Excellency will observe that, to avoid circumlocution, I have several times used the

word “ slave” when I meant to express a person formerly a slave, now become free.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Lieut.-governor, (signed) Charles Thomson.

&c. &e. &.

 

-- No. 194.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 18 Nov. 1833.
Osservine from his Despatch of the 31st October, that the Lieut.-governor

of St. Christopher’s requests your instructions, in reference to Mr. Attorney-
general Thomson’s sentiments, relative to persons claiming freedom, under the
3d clause of the Abolition Act, I consider it proper to submit to your consi-
deration transcripts of a letter to my address from the Lieut.-governor upon
the same subject, and of my reply, accompanied by the opinion of the Attorney-
general of Antigua.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 194.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 28 October 1833.
Questions have been submitted to me that have arisen out of the 3d clause of the

Act for the Abolition of Slavery, which [ laid before the Attorney-general for his opinion.
I have received that opinion, and I have the honour to enclose you a copy of it herewith.
The opinion does not satisfy some of the possessors of slaves who have been taken to the

United Kingdom, as they imagined they are entitled to have the services of those people
as apprenticed labourers, and that they will be entitled to compensation in like manner as
the possessors of slaves who are to be emancipated on the 1st ofAugust next.

I consider the best course for me to pursue on this occasion is to show all concerned the
Attomney-general’s opinion, and if they ate not satisfied with it, to refer them to their legal
advisers. °

I shall feel obliged to you to acquaint me, at your convenience, whether you approve of
the mode I have adopted of settling this point.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Governor of the Leeward Islands, (signed) J. Lyons Nixon,

&e. &e. &e. Lieutenant-governor.

 

~ Enclosure 2, in No. 194.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 15 November 1833.
In acknowledging your Despatch, No. go, of the 28th ult. [ have the honour to intimate

my entire approval of the course you have adopted, as therein explained, in relation to
slaves who have been in the United Kingdom.

Mr. Attorney-general Lee’s opinion upon the subject is annexed.
I have, &c.

. (signed) E.J. Murray MacGregor,
To the Lieutenant-governor of St. Christopher's, Governor.

&e. &e &e.
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Enclosure 3, in No. 194.

Sir, St. John’s, Antigua, 13 November 1833. -
I concur in the opinion of Mr. Attorney-general Thomson, that by the 3d clause the

negro is entitled to the mostunqualified freedom, and that he cannot by any means what-
ever be held in apprenticeship. The compensation will be a subject of discussion before
the Commissioners.

T have, &c.
To His Excellency Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. (signed) W. Lee,

&e. &e. &e. Attorney-general.

 

— No. 195 —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Nizon to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 20 Nov. 1833.
I nave the honour to acquaint you that the Legislature of this Colony

assembled for the despatch of business on the 5th day of this month, and that
the members of the new annual Assembly were that day sworn in.

I thought it necessary to lay your circular Despatch of the 5th ofSeptember
before both Houses of the Legislature, and to address them on the subject of
it. A copy of my address, together with copies of the replies of both Houses,
with my answers thereto, are herewith enclosed.

I am happy to report, that as far as I am able to form ajudgment, I consider
that both the Council and Assembly are determined to act agreeably to the
promises made by them in their answers to my address, both with temper and
promptitude to carry into effect the views of His Majesty’s Government in the
great work of emancipation by their local enactments and subordinate details.

Several bills are in preparation, to be laid before the Legislature at their
next meeting, for altering, repealing and amending Acts now in force, so as to
adapt them to the change about to take place, and to regulate the various
relations of the apprenticed labourers both to their employers and to the State.
The Legislature look forward with no small degree of anxiety for the pro~

mised model for their guidance in the general principles on which to frame
their supplementary enactments; and they anticipate that the promulgation of
the proposed Orders in Council will obviate every seeming obstacle that may at
present appear formidable.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Lyons Nizon,

Lieutenant-governor..

 

(Enclosure in No. 195.)

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

Tus late session of the Assembly having so nearly approached its legal termination,
I deemed it expedient, with the advice of the Privy Council, to dissolve the House by pro-
clamation, that no interruption might take place in the consideration of the important
measures which must immediately occupy your attention in consequence of the passing of
the Act for the Abolition of Slavery in.the British Colonies.
, With a due regard to the constitutional privileges of the Colonial Legislatures, and _rely-
ing upon their experience and practical knowledge, the Imperial Parliament has left the
details necessary for carrying this great undertaking into full effect to be framed by them.

His Majesty’s Government has intimated an intention of supplying you with a model for
your guidance; “ not,” as Mr. Secretary Stanley observes, “ for servile imitation, but suffi-
ciently developing the general principles on which it is expected the supplementary enact-
ments will be framed.”
As the measure is now part of the law of the land, and can only be brought into safe

and beneficial operation in this Island by your cordial and willing exertions,I indulge the
hope that you will enter upon the consideration of this question (certainly the most
momentous that ever engaged your attention) with that calmness which is due to the great
interests at stake; that you will bear in mind the great influence of rank, character and
278—II. intelligence
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ST.CHRISTOPHER. intelligence against which His Majesty’s Government have had to contend in the progress—_— of this measure through Parliament, supported as it has been by the all-powerful force ofpublic opinion; that you will consider the liberal spirit by which their counsels have beenuided; and that you will zealously co-operate with them in bringing the measure to an
issue that shall conduce to the safety and welfare of all classes of the inhabitants of this
ancient colony.

This Act will render necessary very extensive changes in our social system; and inde.
pendently of the relations in which the labourers and their employers will at a futureperiod stand towards each other, many parts of our colonial code not directly connectedwith slavery will be affected by the change, and must be considered with a view to adaptthem to the altered state of our society.

It is reasonably to be expected that in the consideration of questions involving such
important consequences great apparent difficulties will present themselves, but I feelassured that allobstacles will be overcome by your steady perseverance and truepatriotism,

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
Ir is consistent with the strictest economy to be prepared, in a financial point of view,

for any emergency that may occur.
I therefore recommend you to adopt such measures .as may be necessary for preserving

the public treasury in good credit.
I also recommend to your consideration the necessity of having that highly constitutional

force, the Island militia, placed in the most efficient state with Tespect to arms and equip-
ments. As the Militia Law will shortly expire, you will no doubt make that Act one of
your earliest considerations. :

I beg strongly to suggest the propriety of enacting a law for establishing a police in the
several towns of the Island, and providing for the due support thereof. This measure wasat all times desirable: it has now become indispensable.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I cannot take my leave without impressing upon you the importance of the position
which you at present occupy. The commercial andagricultural interests of your con-
stituents are in your hands, ‘The welfare and prosperity, or the misery and destitution, of
the inhabitants of this colony, will in a great degreedepend upon the steps you are now
about to take.
May your deliberations tend to advance the interests and promote the happiness of all

classes of the community in the way most conducive to their permanent welfare.

(signed) J. Lyons Nizon,
Lieutenant-governor.

 

REPLY of the Council to His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor J. Lyons Nixon,
Si Ke. &c. &e.

ir,
We, the Members of His Majesty’s Council, beg your. Excellency to accept our sincerethanks for your speech at the opening of the new session.
We venture to hope that our earnest exertions safely and satisfactorily to carry into fulleffect the provisions of the Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of lavery in

the British Colonies will completel justify the reliance which has been placed on us asa branch of one of the Colonial Legislatures to whom the details of this important measure
have wisely and considerately been left.
We await with deep anxiety the arrival of the “ model” which His Majesty’s Govern-

ment designs to supply for our guidance; and we are prepared, in the spirit of liberal
dependance on the wisdom and integrity by which we trust it will be framed, to adopt, as
far as may be practicable, its general principles, and thus release ourselves from a part of
the painful labour which otherwise we should have had to encounter, and secure the
approbation of the authority to which we must finally submit.
We trust your Excellency’s expectation, that we shall enter upon the consideration of the

question with that calmness which is due to the great interests it involves, will be most
amply realized; and in sincerity we assure you, that as the measure is now a part of thelaw of the land, our willing and cordial exertions shall be used to bring it, as far as may be
possible, into safe and beneficial operation in this Island.
We rely for the due appreciation of our efforts, and the just construction of those sup-

plementary enactments we are called upon to make, on a necessary accordance of opinion
and feeling among all parties; and that the imitation by other nations of the example ofGreat Britain and the perpetuation of the blessing of freedom must depend on the success-
ful issue of this great measure.
, We are aware that very extensive alterations in our colonial code will now be rendered
imperatively necessary; and though in apprehension of the many obstacles by which we
shall be surrounded, notwithstanding the assistance we may derive from the promised
“ model,” and in the conviction of the difficulty of grappling at once with se large a mea-

sure,
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sure, we are ready and willing to afford our best assistance in adapting all our local laws to

those great alterations in the condition of our social and civil system which will be

consequent on the recent enactment.

We cannot conclude without thanking your Excellency for the expressions of your

sense of the critical importance of the situation in which we are placed; but with your

Excellency we indulge in the hope that our deliberations may tend to advance the

interests, promote the prosperity, and conduce to the permanent welfare of all classes of the

community. .
(signed) J. Davoren, President,

Council Chamber, 4 Nov. 1833. and Seven other Members of the Council.

 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,

I nave much pleasure in receiving the address which you have been pleased to present

in answer to the speech which 1 had the honour to make at the last meeting of the

Legislature. . .

Pam highly gratified that you so fully concur with me as to the great importance of the

measures now about to form the subject of your deliberations; and I receive with perfect

confidence, and fully rely on the assurance of your readiness to co-operate with the other

branches of the Legislature inframing such enactments as shall be conducive to the

prosperity and general welfare of the Colony.
(signed) — J. Lyons Nixon,

Government House, St. Christopher's, Lieutenant-governor.

14 November 1833. -

 

REPLY of the Assembly.

To His Excellency J. Lyons Nixon, Lieutenant-governor, &c. &c. &e.

May it please your Excellency,
We, the Members of the Commons House of Assembly of St. Christopher, beg to return

our thanks to your Excellency for the address which you have been pleased to deliver to

us at the opening of the present session; and we duly appreciate your Excellency’s motive
for dissolving the late House.

This House will take the earliest opportunity of considering the important Act which has

passed the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery; and we will enter upon our
deliberations with that calmness which is due to the great interests at stake,
At so unexampleda crisis, when the all-powerful force of public opinion has rendered

necessary an Act which to a fearful extent involves the great interests confided to our care,
and which will render necessary very extensive changes in our social system, we may
reasonably expect great difficulties will present themselves; but we are willing to ho
that the temperate and liberal spirit which we are determined shall guide our counsels,
will contribute in no trifling degree to remove any obstacle which may present itself in the

eat work of emancipation.
We shall endeavour to be prepared ina financial point of view for any emergency that

may occur. -
he consideration of the militia force of this Island with respect to its efficiency, and

the militia law, which will shortly expire, together with the propriety of establishing
a police in the several towns of this Island, shall in due course occupy our deliberations.

_ We cannot take leave of your Excellency without expressing our warmest acknowledg-

ments for the ready acquiescence which has been shown on all occasions by your Excellency
in every measure calculated to be beneficial to this Colony, and the temperate. and impartial
discharge of the duties attached to your command towards all classes of His Majesty's
subjects in this community.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of our highest cansideration, and ofour earnest desire for the
prosperity of yourself and family.

(signed) R. W. Pickwoad,
Assembly Room, 14 Nov. 1833. Speaker.

 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
I nEcive with very great satisfaction your reply to the address which I had the honour

to make to you on the opening of the new House of Assembly on the 5th instant.
_ [have to express my perfect confidence in the assurances made to me of your determina-
tion to meet the arduous task committed to your counsels with that liberality, willingness
and temperate spirit so essentially necessary in your present deliberations. I feel no doubt
but by your ability and perseverance you will speedily overcome any obstacles that may at
present appear formidable.
278—II 1 beg

595

ST. CHRISTOPHER.



596

ST. CHRISTOPHER.

No. 196.

29 November 1833.

Enclosure in
No, 196.

62 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

_ I beg to offer you my warmest thanks for the tribute of your approbation of my conduct
since my, arrival in the Colony, and for your kind wishes for the prosperity and welfare of
myself and family. It will be my study and earnest desire to deserve, by 8 conscientious
discharge of my duty, a continuance of your good opinion.

. (signed) J. Lyons Nixon,
Government House, St. Christopher, Lieutenant-goyernor.

14 Nov. 1833.

 

— No. 196. —

Cory of a DESPATCH fromLieutenant-governor Nizon to Mr. Secretary
tanley.

Sir, Government House, 30 Nov. 1833.
I nave the honour to report to you that the Council and Assembly of this

Colony met on the 28th inst., and that I laid your circular Despatch of the
19th October, together with the copy of the draft for the Order in Council
which accompanied it, before both Houses, by message, a copy of which mes-
sage I herewith enclose you.
A joint committee has been appointed to meet on Monday the 2d of De-

cember, “ to consider the Statute 3 & 4 W. 4. c. 78, Mr. Stanley’s Despatches,
and all things connected with the abolition of slavery, and to report thereon
as soon as may be; and also to report on the expediency of adopting the reso-
lutions connected therewith.”

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 196.

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I nave the honour to lay before your Honourable Board and Housea draft of the Order

in Council which it is proposed to issue for the purpose of carrying into effect, in the Crown

Colonies, the Act of the British Parliament for the Abolition of Siavery. This is the

“model” which has been referred to as “developing the general principles upon which itis

expected the supplementary enactments will be framed.” It is, however, stated in the pre-

fatory observations which are prefixed to the draft, that “there are various minor and

subordinate provisions which are purposely omitted, with a view to brevity, but which would

be supplied if this draft were assumed as the basis of actual legislation.”

This draft has been accompanied by a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley, in which he

states, “that Parliament will be disposed to place the most candid and liberal construction

upon the Acts which may be passed, provided that they bear upon the face of them a real

and sincere desire to act up to the spirit and intention of the British Parliament and
eople.”

P The whole of this Despatch is so important, as conveying the sentiments of His Majesty's

Government as connected with this question, and breathes such a spiritof candour and

liberal feeling throughout, that I feel1 shall be acting in perfect accordance with Mr. Secre-

tary Stanley’s views by communicating its contents to you ; I have therefore directed a copy

of it to be laid before you.
I trust that youwill now lose no time in perfecting the details, by which this great and

important measure may be beneficially and permanently settled.
it is highly gratifying to reflect upon the orderly and peaceable conduct of the labouring

classes, the natural consequence of the care and attention which they experience from those —

under whose authority and protection they are placed; and I fervently hope that the final

arrangement of this very delicate question may be such as will maintain and strengthen the

harmony which now so happily subsists between the labourer and his employer.

(signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.

Government House, 28 Nov. 1833. . 6
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— No. 197. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor. —

Sir, Downing-street, '7 Jan. 1834.
I request that you will have the goodness to intimate to theLieut.- governor

of St. Christopher’s that I have received his Despatch of the 30th November,
enclosing a copy of his Message to the Legislature upon the subject of my cir-
cular Despatch of the 19th October.

I have, &c.
(signed) E.G. Stanley.

 

—No. 198. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor NMizon to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, 10 July 1834.
Tue packet left this Island on the 4th instant, since which time the negroes

throughout the whole Colony have evinced the most rebellious conduct: they
are determined to resist the apprenticeship system, and have declared with one
voice to myself that they will strike on the Ist August, and only work for
wages, and that they will dictate terms, being convinced from the King’s Pro-
clamation that they are to have unrestricted freedom on the Ist August next.
The inhabitants of this Colony finding that the negroes had imbibed such

erroneous ideas on this subject, solicited me to undeceive them, and to explain
to them the actual position in which they would stand on the 1st day of August
next. I summoned a Privy Council, and it was determined on, that I should
assemble five per cent. of the negroes from each estate in a central spot in each
of the nine parishes in the Colony, and read to them the address I now enclose
you. In some places I succeeded in getting through the address; but the
generality of parishes would not listen to it, and showed the greatest disposition
to riot, and actually committed violence before my face upon the overseer of
one of the estates.

I have the honour to enclose you a resolution of the Legislature passed this
day ; and, having the opportunity of a schooner bound for Cork, to give you the
foregoing information I embrace it, and have only a moment to do so.

I have, &c.
(signed) § J. Lyons Nixon, Lieutenant-governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 198.

Lo the Labouring Population.

Tue near approach of the 1st of August, when your condition will be so much changed,
makes it necessary that the new law should be made known to you all; and I take the
trouble to speak to you myself, that no ignorance may longer continue on this subject. It
has been represented to me that there are many persons amon you who know nothing
about the new law; or if they do know something about it, that their knowledge is so im-
perfect generally as to mislead rather than direct them in the performance of their duties
after the ist of August. There are many sensible persons in the Island who might give
you all the information on this subject that [ shall endeavour to do to-day; but that no
person may think to escape punishment for disobeying the law because he was not properly
made acquainted with it,I take upon myself to explain your new duties. The execution of
the law isplaced in my hands, and I should betray the trust the King has reposed in me if
I permitt any disobedience to the law, which, in other words, is the King’s commands.
Now listen to what I am going to tell you. When the ist of August comes, you will be no
longer slaves, but will have to labour for your present masters a certain number of hours in
every week; that is, for 45 hours. How your present employers will have this number of
278—IT. hours,
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hours, the law leaves them to tell you. One way of working may suit one estat
ther way another estate ; but you will remember that this is ell the time youcan we corn
pelled to labour, (except on emergencies, in tending cattle, and watching and preserving
yourmasters’ properties), and whatever more your masters may require of you must in some
way be paid for by them. If you work seven hours anda half every day in the week, yo :
masters will have from you all the law gives them. If you work nine hours for five da ,
there will be one whole day which will belong to you, because nine hours for five days vit
make the 45 hours I have mentioned. This is what the law calls apprenticeship, but yo
are not to be led away by a name, and to suppose that this apprenticeship is like that which
some of you may have seen in this Island; and you will soon see that there is this differ.
ence: your masters, in your apprenticeship, have not the power of punishing exceptb
complaining to the magistrates particularly appointed by the King to hear all complaints
your masters may have against you, and your complaints against your masters. This is the
especial business of the new magistrates. You that are field servants, tradesmen, and all
concerned in estates’ duties are, under the new law, to serve your presentmasters for six
years, You that are domestic or house servants, for four years. The reason of the differ.
ence in the time that some of you have to serve is this: field servants are compelled to
work for little more than half the day; but house servants are liable at all times, both night
and day, to obey their present masters. During the six years in the case of field servants
and four years’ service of domestic servants, the law gives you all the same allowance of food,
clothing and medical attendance that you are now entitled to. No person need fear punish-
ment who performs his duty. The new magistrates are sworn to do you justice. Those
who were good servants under the old law will certainly be good servants when they are free
Those persons whom it has been found necessary under the old law sometimes topunish,
have now an opportunity of assuming a new character. All old offences will be for, otten,
and every one treated as good and obedient people deserve to be treated, till they show their
ingratitude for the consideration the King has had for them, and then they will most cer-
tainly bring down upon themselves the punishment the law orders for all offenders. You
ought to be told some other provisions in the new law. Some of you may have saved alittle
money even in a state of slavery, and those who have done so may purchase their discharge
from their present master, and employ themselves in any honest occupation they can find
How those who have money are to set about buying their discharge the new magistrates
will inform you, and the new laws will be soon printed, when those who can read will learn
this themselves. All your children not six years of age on the 1st of August next will then
become free, and your present masters will not be bound to maintain them; they will be
entirely dependent on their parents. It will be the duty of parents to bring up their chjj-
dren in the paths of honesty and industry: according to the teaching these children receive
from their father and mother, will be the benefits all parents will afew years hence receive
from them. Many of you in your old age must be fed and taken care of by your children.
Early lessons, such as I recommend, can alone ensure you any comfort from having a
family. I shall only add, that while the advantages of the new law are made for all of you
the punishment it contains are only intended for those who deserve them. In England idle
people, and those who will not work, are taken up as vagabonds and punished, and the
same laws will be in force here. Let no one deceive you, and say that the good can be
deprived of their advantages, or the bad escape punishment. No one of you now can say
that he did not understand the law. Let me warn you all to be obedient to it. I promise
protection to the good, as I will assuredly punish the cunduct of the bad.

1 July 1834. John Lyons Nixon, Lieutenant-governor.

I have omitted to tell you that the law says that every master or employer has authority
to release you from that part of the law which calls you apprentices whenever he thinks
proper ; and it is very likely that some masters may choose to do so at different periods. |
ave heard that some masters do not wish to take you as apprentices. But you must not

deceive yourselves. If any master chooses to say he will not have apprentices, you must
not think that will release you from labour; there are other laws that will then compel you
to work.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 198.

St. Christopher’s.

AT a Meeting of the Council and Assembly, held at the Court House, on Thursday the
1oth day of July 1834,

__ It was Resolved,
Tuat his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor be requested to appoint a guard in each

parish in the Island, sufficient to ensure a communication throughout the whole of the

Colony at the least possible notice, and that his Excellency be requested to provide flag-

staffs, with colours, lanterns and rockets, for the purpose of facilitating such commu-

nication. a ;

That three dozen copies of the Riot Act be printed and distributed to the magistracy
hat
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That it is with extreme concern that the Board and House are now obliged to notice the ST. CHRISTOPHER.
state of insubordination of the slaves in this Island, who openly and generally declare their
intention to resist the laws of this Island, framed for the purpose of carrying into effect the
Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73. oa ;
That this House and Board cannot sufficiently express their indignation at the insult and

indignities which the slaves offered td his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor within the
last few days, when his Excellency visited them to explain the said Act of Parliament.
That this House and Board view with great alarm the unprotected state of this Colony

at this important crisis, knowing that the militia force is very small, and that the number
of His Majesty’s troops atationed here is inadequate to preserve the safety of this Colony.
That his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor be requested to communicate forthwith with

his Excellency Sir E. MacGregor, praying him to procure an increase of the military force in
this Island without delay, and to forward to Sir E. MacGregor a ¢opy of these resolutions.

That this House and Board cannot enumerate the many instances of insubordination, riot
and insult which have lately been evinced by the slaves of this Island; but they request his
Excellency the Lieutenant-governor to mention in his Despatch such as he is personally

are of. .
oThat a committee be appointed to procure a vessel, at the public expense, to take his Ex-
cellency the Lieutenant-governor’s Despatches founded hereon to Antigua and Barbadoes.

(signed) § Thomas Harper, Colonial Secretary.

 

— No. 199. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Mixon to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 17 July 1834.
I wave the honour to forward to you a duplicate of my hurried Despatch of

the 10th July, addressed to Mr. Stanley, and I now take the opportunity of a
remaining vessel to acquaint you that this Colony has been tolerably quiet since
the 10th, at least no open act of violence has taken place, though the negroes
openly declare their determination not to work after Ist of August, except for
wages, which determination I am of opinion they will adhere to. I very much
regret to say that there is not a sufficient force in the Colony to enforce the
law if resisted, there being only 239 rank and file of regular troops, and not
more than about 500 of the militia, extremely badly equipped and armed, and
also in a wretched state of discipline. ‘There is not one entire set of accoutre-
ments in the whole militia force.

I regret to add that there is no police in the Colony, and the Bill which was
passed by the Legislature to form a police has not been assented to, and conse-
quently a police cannot be raised until the Bill arrives assented to.

I have represented all those circumstances to the Governor, Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor, and have applied for more troops, which I trust I shall get, as the
Legislature have sent an advice-boat up to Barbadoes praying for a reinforce-
ment.

It is impossible to say how the negroes will act after the Ist of August. My
own opinion is that there will be a passive resistance to work under the appren-
ticeship system, and it will be impossible to coerce them unless we have a suffi-
cient force to do so.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieutenant-governor.

 

— No. 200. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, St. Christopher’s, 21 July 1834.
. From the accompanying documents it will be collected that, on the 12th
Inst., advices reached me, from the Lieut.-governor of St. Christopher's, that
Opposition was threatened, on the part of the negroes of this Island, to the
278—II. approaching
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approaching system of apprenticeship; that, after consulting the. Antigua |

Privy Council,I directed the sloop Blossom to proceed that evening on her
voyage with my despatches for his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith at Barbadoes;
that His Majesty’s ship Wasp was employed to carry thence a supply of arms
and ammunition for the militia to St. Christopher’s direct; that on the 19th
inst. His Majesty’s ship Belvidera arrived at English Harbour, where a company

of His Majesty’s 36th regiment embarked that. evening; that I repaired on
board next morning, and before night reached this place, and that I have
to-day issued a Proclamation to the inhabitants, and have personally conferred
with the local Legislature.
The detachment of the 86th regiment will land to-morrow, when the Belvi-

dera, in which it is my intention to re-embark, is to sail for the Virgin Islands,
the Wasp continuing here. I am desirous, if possible, of touching at Mont-
serrat and Nevis also, and still to return hither on or before the 1st proximo,

in order to pursue such measures as may then be required by the circumstances
of this Colony.
The prompt attention of the Major-general commanding the forces to my

application has provedhighly beneficial and well timed; and I cannot too
forcibly express my sense of obligation to Captain Strong of the Belvidera,
commanding His Majesty’s Barbadoes squadron, for the cordial and considerate
co-operation most opportunely obtained from this experienced officer.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 200.

Su, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 10 July 1834,
I am extremely sorry to report to yourExcellency that the negroes of this Island have

manifested a very great spirit of insubordination and resistance to the authority of their
owners for some time past, in consequence of which I was solicited by the inhabitants to
visit the estates, and explained to the negroes the exact position in which they would stand
on the 1st of August next, and the Privy Council very much approved of the measure, and
framed an address for me to deliver to those people, one of which 1 have the honour to
enclose herewith.

I appointed a place of meeting in each of the nine parishes, and had five per cent. of the
negroes of each estate in the parishes assembled to hear the explanation of the law read to
them; and on Saturday last, the 5th inst.,I addressed the people of two parishes in the
vicinity of town, and I regret to say that their conduct was highly insubordinate and dis-
graceful. They und voce protested against the apprenticeship system, declaring their reso-
lution to resist it, and not to work after the Ist of August without wages, saying that on
that day they were to be free, as announced by the King’s proclamation, and that their
masters could not take their houses or provision-grounds from them, having so long occupied
them; many of them observing that they had as gooda right to be free as the negroes of
Antigua, and that the Governor of Antigua, who was the Governor of St. Kitt’s also, had
made them free, and that I was only Lieut.-governor, and was brought by the white men to
deceive them, but when Mr. Cleghorn returned from England he would bring out these free
papers, for which purpose he had gone to the King, as I was bought by their owners to
cheat them. They hooted, and in some instances threw banana husks at or towards me,

and walked off shouting, and could not be brought back by their owners or overseers.
On the last place of meeting that day I could not get them to listen to a word, and when

T was returning home, I was followed a considerable way by crowds making a most hideous

noise.
I proceeded on Tuesday and Wednesday to the other seven parishes, and met with no

better success. At one place it was contemplated to cut my horses’ throats and break my

carriage, but no mischief happened except at the last place, when the overlooker of an
estate was most roughly handled in my presence, and probably’would have been murdered
had not two of the most active of the rioters been seized and sent to gaol. .
The Legislature is sitting this day, and, though late, I believe they will do all in their

power for the security of the Colony; as yet we have no police. Our police stations are

not fixed upon; no auxiliary constables sworn in; the militia worse than can be expressed,
for want of arms and accoutrements. Having now explained to your Excellency the state
of the Colony, I have to intreat you will give it your favourable consideration, and move
the commander of the forces to send at least three more companies for the protection ofthe
lives and properties of the inhabitants which are in such immediate danger. .
The Legislature have acquainted me that they will request me to send a communication

from
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from them to-morrow by an express-boat to your Excellency, praying for an immediate ST. CHRISTOPHER.
reinforcement of troops, TI shall therefore not detain the mail-boat any longer, having kept _—_
her near two hours already.

[have, &c.
To His Excellency (signed) J. Lyons Nixon,

The Governor of the Leeward Islands, Lieut.-governor.
&e. Ke. Ke.

Enclosure 2, in No. 200.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 11 July 1834.
Since my Despatch of yesterday to your Excellency by the mail-boat, I received the Enclosure 2,

enclosed resolutions of the Legislature; I lose no time in forwarding them to Antigua by in No. 200.
the sloop Blossom, with the hope that your Excellency will be pleased to send her on to
Barbadoes, with a request to the Commander of the Forces to send immediately a rein-
forcement of three companies to this Island.
The alarm created by this open combination, and the determination of the negroes, have

driven some families who resided in the country to seek refuge in Basseterre, and, as far
as I can learn, many more are coming in this morning.
Of course more alarm exists than perhaps there is any ground for, though I must confess

I am not surprised at such feelings. ;
I have requested the officers commanding the troops on Brimstone Hill to send in, in the

most quiet way, barrack accommodation for a reinforcement of 30 men for Basseterre, but
I am extremely reluctant to comply with the urgent request of the inhabitants to bring jn
the troops, which I will not do as long as I can avoid it.

I have taken every precaution that 1 can think of to prevent any surprise on the militia
arms by having them deposited near to their alarm posts under a militia guard of picked
men; and at the same time f have ordered the arms to be repaired and put in order ready
for service, and have issued ammunition.

I should hope that by the vessel which carries this Despatch his Excellency the Com-
mander of the Forces will be pleased to send us the arms and accoutrements intended for
St. Christopher’s, and so very much wanted here, a requisition for which I forwarded to your
Excellency yesterday in my Despatch of the 3d inst

Informations have been laid against some persons accused of exciting the negroes to
resist the law, and the investigations are to take place this morning.
The Assembly seem now to open their eyes to their situation, and I trust that their

exertions may produce some good.
Should your Excellency think proper.to employ the Blossom sloop, which carries this

letter up to you, to proceed to Barbadoes with the requisition for troops, she is chartered
for that purpose, to be paid for from this treasury, and it will be a very good opportunity for
her to take 1n the arms and accoutrements at Barbadoes intended for St. Chiristopher’s,

T have, &c.
To His Excellency (signed) J. Lyons Nizon,

The Governor of the Leeward Islands, Lieut.-governor.
&a &e Ke.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 200.

St. Christopher’s,
AT a Meeting of the Board of Council and House of Assembly, held at theCourt-house,on Thursday the 10th day of July 1834,

{t was Resolved,
_ Tuar his Excellency the Lieut.-governor be requested to appoint a guard in each parishin the Island sufficient to ensure a communication throughout the whole of the Colony, andat the least possible notice, and that his Excellency be requested to provide flag-staffs, withcolours, lanterns and rockets, for the purpose of facilitating such communication.That three dozen copies of the Riot Act be printed, and distributed to the magistracy.That it is with extreme concern that the Board and House are obliged to notice the stateof insubordination of the slaves of this Island, who openly and generally declare their in-tention to resist the laws of this Island framed for the purpose of carrying into effect theAct of the Imperial Parliament 3 & 4 Will. 4, ¢. 73.
That this Board and House cannot sufficiently express their indignation at the insultsand indignities which the slaves offered to his Excellency the Lieut.-governor within thelast few days, when his Excellency visited them to explain the said Act of Parliament,That the Board and House view with great alarm the unprotected state of this Colony atthis important crisis, knowing that the militia force is very small, and that the number ofis Majesty’s troops stationed here is inadequate to preserve the safety of theColony.
278—II. That
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That his Excellency the Lieut.-governor be requested to communicate forthwith with his
Excellency Sir Evan MacGregor, praying him to procure an increase of the military force in
this Island, and to forward to Sir Evan MacGregor a copy of these resolutions,

That this Board and House cannot enumerate the many instances of insubordination,
riot and insult which have lately been evinced by the slaves of this Island, but they request
his Excellency the Lieut.-governor to mention in his Despatch such as he is personally
aware of.
That a committee be appointed to procure a vessel, at the public expense, to take the

Lieut.-governor’s Despatch, founded on these resolutions, to Antigua and Barbadoes.

(signed) = Thos. Harper.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 200.

Extracts of a LETTER from Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., to his Excellency
Sir Lionel Smith, K.C.B., dated Antigua, 12 July 1834, and marked confidential.

It is‘with extreme regret that I find myself under the necessity of apprising your Excel-
lency that I have this day received the enclosed communications from the Lieut.-governor of
St. Christopher’s. ,
Having considered it advisable to obtain the opinion of the Privy Council of this Island

upon the subject of the application from St. Christopher’s for military aid, their opinion has
been expressed in the following terms.

« The Board is of opinion, that as it appears by the official returns before the Board that
there is already a sufficient military force at St. Christopher’s for the purpose of protectin
the inhabitants, although perhaps insufficient to put down opposition to the law, it woulc
be advisable to wait the result of a communication to the Commander of the Forces at Bar-
badoes before any immediate measures be adopted from hence; particularly as the existing
force of this garrison is not greater than is necessary for its own purposes at the present crisis,”
However disagreeable may be the task of conveying the foregoing intelligence to your

Excellency, I am happy in being enabled to mention that, according to every indication
afforded by the past conduct of the negroes of Antigua, as well as to the information gene-
rally obtained from the proprietors and clergy, there is every reasonable prospect of the main-
tenance of tranquillity in this colony, notwithstanding the approaching important change
in the condition of the labouring classes.

I consider it essential to put your Excellency in possession of my impression upon this
subject, and consequent anxiety to render every assistance, reconcilable with the safety of
Antigua, to the Island of St. Christopher’s, the more especially as our former correspondence
leads me to apprehend that the disposable force at your Excellency’s command may not .
admit of numerous detachments.

It is my intention to suggest to the Lieut.-governor of St. Christopher’s the expediency
of remaining, if possible, passive, until the arrival there of the urms and accoutrements re-
quired for the militia, and of such reinforcements as it may be found practicable to send to
his Excellency’s assistance.
Your Excellency is aware of the requisitions for troops from the Virgin Islands, Mont-

serrat and Anguilla, as well as from Nevis, (from which latter Colony I have this day re-
ceived a repetition of one) for an augmentation to its garrison.
Under all circumstances, it would therefore seem imprudent to risk a further diminution

of the force in Antigua, than by the employment of a company on any temporary detached
service; but, should the labourers of St. Christopher’s, after the 1st of August, absolutely
refuse to work in the character of apprentices, it is obviously of the first importance’ that
the difficulty should be instantly grappled with and overcome; not only with a view of
restoring public order in that colony, but of obviating the still more serious evils likely to
arise, should the resistance to lawful authority be successful, for such a period as to admit
of the contagion spreading to the neighbouring possessions of the Crown.
A company of the 36th regiment will be hod in readiness, at the Ridye, for embark-

ation, should your Excellency think proper to require their services; but i mnust rely en-
tirely upon your Excellency and the officer commanding His Majesty’s naval squadron
at Barbadoes for the means of transport.

Unless any unforeseen circumstance shall reviously occur in this quarter, it is m in-
tention to proceed to St. Christopher’s withwhatever arms and reinforcements your Excel-
lency may be pleased to spare on this occasion.

Should your Excellency think fit to detach a force from Barbadoes, independently of
any aid from this garrison, I should hope therefore that, in that case also, the officer com-
manding the vessel to be employed will still be directed to touch at Antigua, and not to
proceed to St. Christopher’s without communicating with me. .
From the similarity in our situations as Governors of several Colonies, your Excellency

must be fully aware of the embarrassment of my position at the present crisis, with reference
to this demand from St, Christopher’s, and liability to similar appeals from the other Leeward
Islands, or Dominica; @ consideration only serving to confirm and strengthen my solicitude
for the prompt prevention, or suppression, of the threatened disturbances in the Island of
St. Christopher's.

Having thus hastily endeavoured to bring the situation of these Colonies under your
-Excellency’s
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Excellency’s cognizance, I beg Jeave to add the assurance of my disposition to profit by such ST. CHRISTOPHER.
advice as your xcellency’s experience may suggest, and, in my military capacity, to yield

the most prompt and implicit obedience to your Excellency’s commands.”

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 200.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 14July 1834.
Your Excellency’s Despatches of the 3d, 10th and 11th instant arrived on the 12th, and

on the evening of that day the sloop Blossom proceeded towards Barbadoes, pursuant to
our Excellency’s desire and that ofthe Council and Assembly, with an application addressed

to his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, commanding the forces, for a reinforcement of His Ma-
jesty’s troops, as well as for a supply of arms and accoutrements to the militia of St.
Christopher’s.
The accounts of the disaffection of the negroes, and in particular of the personal indig-

nities offered: by them in several instances to your Excellency, have not failed to inspire

me with the most lively regret.
L observe, however, with satisfaction, that two of the most active rioters have been secured,

and sincerely hope the intended investigation may have led to the detection and exposure
of any traitorous persons engaged in the criminal task of luring the labouring classes,

through the medium of resistance to the laws, to their own eventual ruin.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency, (signed) E. J. Muxray MacGregor, Governor.

The Lieut.-governor of St. Christopher's,
&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 200.

Extract of a DESPATCH from Sir Lionel Smith to His Excellency Sir E.J. Murray
MacGregor, dated Barbadoes, 17 July 1834.

I ap the honour to receive your Excellency’s Despatch of the 12th instant at half-past

seven this morning, in which you detail the demonstration of very rebellious feelings among

the negroes of St. Christopher’s, and solicit further military aid for that Island.

Captain Strong of His Majesty’s ship Belvidera being in harbour, I immediately advised.

with him, and he has most kindly agreed to proceed in the course of this day to English

Harbour, and from thence (if your Excellency sees fit) he will receive on board a company
of the 36th for St. Kitt’s.
He has further granted the aid of the “ Wasp” brig-of-war to proceed to Basseterre, with

200 stand of arms and accoutrements, 5,000 rounds of ball-cartridge and 1,000 flints; and

I anxiously promise myself the appearance of these men-of-war and the aid they contain will

restore tranquillity and industry among the slave population of St. Christopher's. -

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 200.

St.Christopher.

A PROCLAMATION,

By his Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Baronet, &c. &c. &c.

(L. 8.)

Wuereas, by a Royal Proclamation, under date the 4th day of September last, which

has been published in St. Christopher’s, His Majesty was pleased to direct that, “* subject to

apprenticeship, all persons who on the 1st day of August 1834 shall be holden in slavery,”

within any of the British Colonies, “ will upon and from that day be absolutely and for ever

manumitted and set free ; and that all persons who shall then be duly registered as slaves
in such respective Colonies, and actually within the same, and of the full age of six years and

upwards, will by force and virtue of an Act of the Imperial Parliament become apprenticed

labourers in the service of the persons previously entsled to their services as slaves; and

that the apprenticeship of such labourers will terminate on the 1st day of August 1840, or

on the 1st day of August 1838, according to the nature and description of the employment

in which such labourers shall be severally engaged, as in the said Act set forth; and that.

such apprenticed labourers will during such their apprenticeships be bound by law to labour
in the service of their respective employers, on such terms and conditions, and for such
limited period of time, as by the said Act of Parliament, or as by Acts hereafter to be made

and passed in such Colonies respectively, are or shall be prescribed on that behalf.”
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And -vhereas the said Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, dis.
tinctly leaving it to the free choice of the Legislatures of the respective Colonies, either to
adopt the particular system of apprenticeship contemplated by the Act, to shorten its dura.
tion, or to dispense with it entirely, the Legislature of St. Christopher’s thence derives a
title as undoubted to subject the labouring orders in this Island to the intermediate stage of
apprenticeship, as the Legislature of Antigua to confer-unrestricted emancipation upon the.
labourers there: And whereas it has been communicated to me that many negroes in St,
Christopher's are strongly impressed with the erroneous belief that the liberty imparted to
them by the King’s Proclamation is not only unconditional, but that they are invested with
a prescriptive right of property in the places of abode now occupied by them, on the plan-
tations to which they are attached, and moreover, that they cannot be required to work
without wages:
Now, therefore, it becomes my bounden.duty to declare that apprentices are not only

rendered liable by the Act of the Imperial Parliament to work without wages, but to make
good. besides such time as they may improperly abstract from the service of their lawful
employers, even to the extent of seven additional years of apprenticeship, the freedom con-
ceded to them by the King being qualified by this express reservation; and likewise to
announce that long occupancy affords them no legal claim whatever to the houses in which
when slaves they were permitted to reside, as is exemplified in Antigua, where well-con-
ducted negroes, “ by way of a temporary and gratuitous accommodation,” are ‘suffered b
their former owners “to enjoy respectively the personal occupation of the said habitations
or tenements until the 1st day of August 1835, and no longer,” that is for one year only
after slavery shall have expired.
And whereas it has been further represented to me that some of the negroes in different

parts of this Colony have recently betrayed a lawless and rebellious spirit, and have even
dared wantonly and audaciously to insult his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor while ad-
ministering the Government on His Majesty's behalf: And whereas the King doth in the
Royal Proclamation aforesaid set forth, “ his settled purpose and resolve, by all the powers
vested in him to enforce due obedience to the laws, and to prevent, and, if necessary, to
repress and punish, all contraventions of the said laws;” I do accordingly invite all loyal
persons zealously to aid and assist the constituted authorities in bringing to deserved and
exemplary punishment the offenders concerned in the violent outrages above mentioned.
And I solemnly and explicitly warn the working population, that any future acts of

tumult or insubordination on their part must inevitably tend to deter the Legislature of this
Colony from curtailing the period of apprenticeship, and earnestly exhortall good negroes
to recollect with gratitude, that while in this state of gradual preparation for eventual inde-
pendence, they continue to be provided by their employers with food, medical care and
odging; solid advantages, which, notwithstanding any former usage, they must be prepared,
on becoming absolutely free, altogether to relinquish and forego.

Having thus dispelled the baneful illusion, unfortunately cherished by certain misguided
negroes in St. Christopher’s, and assuring those who persevere in orderly and peaceable
demeanour of the constant protection of the Executive, I do now, in the name of our Sove-
reign Lord the King, enjoin upon all persons amenable to the law of apprenticeship to be-
submissive and obedient to the same, as they shall answer to the contrary at their peril;
and I furthermore summon His Majesty’s officers, civil and military, and liege subjects,
effectually to contribute towards promptly suppressing every show of resistance to the royal
authority, in order that. the King’s most gracious pleasure in the premises may be carried
within this His Majesty’s Colony on and after the ist day of August next into full and per-
fect execution.

Given under my hand and seal, at St. Christopher’s, this 20th day of July 1834, and
in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

God Save the King!

By hisExcellency’s command,

Feliz Bedingfeld, Acting Private Secretary.

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 200.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

Tue proclamation, which I have caused to be published to the inhabitants, explains in
detail the object of my present vistc to this Island.

In return for the signal marks of royal favour about to be extended to them on the ap-
proaching abolition of slavery, certain evil-disposed negroes have recently displayed the
deepest ingratitude towards the King, in presuming to treat with disrespect and contumely

the veteran officer intrusted by His Majesty with the immediate administration of this
government; and further, to avow an intention of resisting the new system of lawsdestined
to operate the most beneficial changes in their social condition.

Misconduct such as this is calculated to rouse the indignation of every loyal and honour-
able mind, and unless speedily and effectually disclaimed by the mass of the labouring

classes,
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classes, cannot fail irretrievably to injure them in the public estimation, and to involve them
eventually in the most disastrous consequences.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

Whatever auxiliary measures suitable to the occasion may fall within the peculiar pro-
yince of your Honourable House for adoption in support ofthe Executive, I am persuaded
will not be withheld, either during my stay, or from his Excellency the Lieut.-governor in
my absence.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

The civil authorities and the commander of the King’s naval and military forces, uniting
their efforts in the service of the Crown, are resolved to maintain the internal tranquillity of
these Colonies, to protect His Majesty’s orderly and peaceable subjects, and to repressby the
strong arm of power, if requisite, all opposition to the laws.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
St. Christopher’s, 21 July 1834.

 

Enclosure 9, in No. 200.

To his Excellency Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Batt., &c.
Sir

We, the members of His Majesty’s Council, beg leave to express to your Excellency our
‘due appreciation of the promptitudewith which your Excellency has repaired to this Island,
for the purpose of dispelling the illusion which has lately existed m the minds of our
labouring population, We feel assured that this measure, combined with the judicious
explanation contained in your Excellency’s proclamation, must have the effect of restoring
to their accustomed obedience any portion of the inhabitants of this Colony who have
hitherto been deceived as to the favourable results to themselves which the law for the
abolition of slavery, by an intermediate state of apprenticeship, is so well calculated to
roduce.

P We trust that the great mass of this class of our community will now so readily disclaim
the misconduct to which your Excellency alludes, as to avert from themselves the just
indignation and punishment in which any disobedience of the law must necessarily involve
them.
We feel assured that under any circumstances the efforts of the civil authorities, supported

as they will be by His Majesty’s military and naval forces, must ensure the internal tran-
quillity and consequent happiness of all classes of the inhabitants of this ancient Colony.

(signed) W. G. Crooke, President.
Daniel Gatenard Davies.
W. Wharton Rawlins.
Thomas Swanston,
C. Gillis Payne.
Robert Claxton.
J. F. Caines.

Council Chamber, 21 July 1834.

 

Enclosure 10, in No. 200.

To his Excellency Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., &e-
May it please your Excellency,

_ We, the members of the Commons House of Assembly of St. Christopher, lament exceed-ingly that your Excellency’s visit to this part of your government has been rendered neces-sary by the disrespectful and contumelious conduct of evil-disposed negroes in this Colonyto the veteran and respected officer entrusted by His M ajesty with the immediate adminis-tration of this government, and by their avowed intention to resist the new system of laws,destined, if duly appreciated, to co-operate most beneficially upon their social condition.
We beg to thank your Excellency for your prompt exertions in behalf of this Colony, andgratified for the assurance that the civil authorities, and the commanders of the King’s navaland military forces, uniting their efforts in the service of the Crown, resolve to maintain the

internal tranquillity of these Colonies, to protect His Majesty’s orderly and peaceable sub-
Wwe and to repress, by the strong arm of power, if necessary, all opposition to the laws.e beg to assure yourExcelleney of our hearty and individual determination to assist to€ utmost of our power in supporting the laws of our country, and that your Excellencyduring your stay in this Island, and his Excellency the Lieut.-governor in your absence,
shall be assisted by us in measures suitable to the occasion, which may fall within our pecu-‘at province as the Commons Assembly of St. Christopher.

(signed) George Henry Burt, Speaker.

—
°

Assembly foom, 21 July 1834.
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— No. 201. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir E. Murray MacGregor to the Right Hon.
T. Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, 22 July 1834,

Ir was reported in my Despatch of the 3d instant, that the Ist of August

had been directed to be set apart in Antigua as a day of solemn thanksgiving
to God for the abolition of slavery.

Mr. President Hamilton soon afterwards informed me that he meant to follow

the like form in Montserrat; and at a hurried Privy Council, held after ad-

dressing the Legislature here yesterday, I was given to understand the House

of Assembly had petitioned the Lieut.-governor against its adoption in St.

Christopher’s, on account of the late unruly conduct of the labourers.

explained to the Privy Council, that however reluctant to contravene the
wishes of the Assembly, it appeared to me exceedingly impolitic thus to con-

found the innocent with the guilty, or to assume that the whole working po-

pulation fell under the latter denomination, and a very harsh proceeding not

to permit the negroes to rest from labour on the day of their emancipation;

that the Executive, if constrained to enforce compliance in such an instance,

would be placed in a most painful predicament ; and that I was the more par-

ticularly solicitous that every fair concession should be granted to the appren-

tices at the outset, in order to deprive them of all just grounds of complaint,
should they think proper at last to place themselves in the wrong.

On this principle, of which I trust you will not see reason to disapprove, the

Proclamation for a public thanksgiving, of which a copy is enclosed, has been

published in this Island; and it is my present intention to cause the 1st of

August to be observed in a similar manner in Nevis and the Virgin Islands.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosure in No. 201.

A PROCLAMATION,

By His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Bart. Governor.

Wuereas the working classes within this Island from and after the ist day of August

next, in consequence of the abolition of slavery, will be placed in a new state, which will

confer upon them greater benefits than they have hitherto enjoyed, and it is considered

expedient and proper that an opportunity should be afforded them of offering up thanks

to Almighty Godfor his past mercies, and humble intercession for a continuance of His

gracious care and favour.
Now, therefore, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council, I dohereby

ordain and enjoin that Friday, the 1st day of August next, shall be kept and observed as a

day of solemn thanksgiving to the Almighty, and that all the churches and chapels within

this Island be opened at the usual times of morning service, and I confidently expect that

emperance, moderation
mark the rejoicings
whose power we are
leasing to him, and

St. Christopher.

the demeanour of the labouring classes will be distinguished by the t

and decorum that should on so important and memorable an occasion

of a Christian people, whilst the fear of offending the Almighty Being,

taught at all times to acknowledge, will deter them from any excess disp

dangerous to their own peace and safety. .

Given under my hand and seal, at St. Christopher’s, this 21st. day of July 1834, and

in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.—God save the King !

 

— No. 202.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sit

E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.

Sir,
- Colonial Office, 18 Sept. 1834.

I nave received your Despatch of the 22d July last, and I have to ac uaint

you that I entirely approve of your having ordered, on the Ist August on
sole
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solemn thanksgiving to God for the abolition of slavery in St. Kitt’s, and of
the intention which you expressed of issuing orders for the observance of the
like solemnity in Nevis and the Virgin Islands.

; I have, &c.
(signed) 7. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 203. —

Cory of'a DESPATCH from Sir E. Murray MacGregor to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, 5 August 1834.

I neGRET to be under the necessity of reporting that the resistance, on

the part of the labouring population in this Island, to the laws is nearly

eneral. .
8 Mr. Solicitor-general Claxton’s statement, of which a copy is enclosed, may

serve to throw some light upon the situation in which the apprenticed la-
bourers unfortunately have been induced to place themselves; and it will
be observed from the accompanying Proclamations, that a reward has been

offered for the detection of the persons who may have instigated them to
the commission of this offence, while the painful alternative of resorting to
martial Jaw is seriously contemplated, unless the working classes shall speedily
desist from their injurious opposition to legitimate authority.

It is of the utmost consequence that this rebellious spirit should be promptly
subdued, which, according to advices this day received from the President
of Montserrat, threatens, I regret to add, likewise to pervade that Colony;

and it will afford me the highest satisfaction to be enabled to transmit by the
succeeding opportunity more agreeable intelligence.

I have, &c.
(signed) £. Murray MacGregor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 203.

Sir, . St. Christopher’s, 3 August 1834.
In compliance with your Excellency’s desire, I shall endeavour to afford you all the in-

formation in my power respecting the state of the labouring population in this Island, and
the cause of their present excitement. Until about six weeks ago, the peaceable demeanour
of the slaves, and the cheerful and willing manner in which they performed their work,
justified the belief that they would readily embrace the advantages which the intermediate
system of apprenticeship was calculated to afford them, and be thereby gradually prepared
for the enjoyment of unrestricted freedom. As however the time for this great change drew
near, some of the planters considered it necessary to explain to their people more particu-
larly the several points connected with it, and it was then discovered that there was a
general feeling against the system of apprenticeship, and a determination to strike work on
the ist of August unless wages were given them. The Wesleyan and other missionaries,
who have for a long time exercised a great and salutary influence over the minds of the
reat mass of our population, thought it their duty to explain to them the law, and to enforce

the necessity of obedience to it. They were however treated in many instances with in-
civility, and they were disregarded in all. The impression on the minds of the slaves
appeared to be that the Imperial Parliament had made them free, and that the system of
apprenticeship originated in the Colonial Legislatures. The circumstance of the Legislature
of Antigua, over which your Excellency personally presides, having determined on unre-
stricted emancipation, may have contributed to strengthen this delusion, and they fully
expected that on your arrival here, their rights would no longer be withheld from them.
The circumstance of Lord Romney having emancipated his slaves, nearly 300 in number,
may have contributed to unsettle their minds. They also expressed an aversion against
being bound as apprentices in consequence of a fear that they would thereby subject them-
selves to the continued labour and frequent punishments which they daily observe as the
consequence of young persons becoming bound as apprentices to various trades, and they
would not believe that the hours of their weekly labour were to be confined to 45, and that
they were no longer subject to any punishment from their employer. His Excellency the-
Lieut.-governor then undertook to dispel their illusions by personally explaining to them
the natureoftl va thei ition: ived invariabl.e nature of the contemplated change in their condition; but he was received invariably
with distrust, and in most instances with disrespect. There is little doubt that emissaries
ave been sent from the leading gangs to the others, for the purpose of confirming them in
278—II. their
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their determination to strike work after the 1st of August, and that the well-disposed and
irresolute have been threatened with violence to their persons and destruction to their
property if theypursued a different conduct. And it is to be lamented that the occasiong
and manner in which their missions have been conducted have hitherto remained unde-
tected. In several instances these threats have been carried into execution, andpersons
expressing their satisfaction at the advantages afforded them, and endeavouring to explain
them to others, have been severely beaten. The head people upon many estates, who have
hitherto been considered confidential and trustworthy, have betrayed a reluctance to converse
with their masters on this subject; and others have admitted the fact of the general com.
bination to strike work. They continued to discharge their duties with their accustomed
regularity even to the last day of July, and in the evening and night of that day, upon 12
or 14 estates, they deposited their hoes and bills near the dwelling-houses of their respective
managers, thereby expressing their determination not again to use them; and ona great
many estates, on Saturday the 2d of August, they refused to throw meat for the cattle and
other stock, and the stock-minders to attend to their duties. The general impression ig
that no violence to persons or property is in the first instance contemplated, and that they
will be guilty of no other infraction of the law than the settled refusal to return to their work,
It is however to be feared that the necessary efforts to enforce their duties as apprenticed
labourers will lead to a contrary conduct. "There are however some estates on which the
people have promised obedience to the laws; and although they are comparatively few,yet
their example, supported by the civil and military authority, may have a salutary effect.

To His Excellency ; I remain, &c.
Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. (signed) Robert Claxton.

&c. &e. Ke,

 

(Enclosure 2, in No. 203.)

Five Hundred Dollars Reward.

A PROCLAMATION,

By His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Baronet, &c. &c. &c.
(L. 8.)

‘Waerzas it has been represented to me, and I have the strongest reason to believe, that
some persons have been wickedly employed in misleading the labouring classes of this
Island, and inducing them to offer a combined resistance to the operation of the provisions
of the Act passed for the Abolition of Slavery; and it is considered advisable to offer
a reward for the discovery of such persons, with a view of bringing them to justice: Now,
therefore, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council, I do hereby offer
a reward of five hundred dollars, to be paid to any person who shall give such information
as shall lead to the conviction of the person or persons who have originally and secretly
instigated the labouring classes to resist and oppose the operation of the Act for the Abo-
hition of Slavery, by misleading them as to its true intent and meaning, or otherwise: And
I do hereby offer a further reward of fifty dollars, to be paid to any person who shall give
such information as shall lead to the conviction of any person or persons who may be
engaged in inducing the labouring classes to continue their opposition and resistance to the
laws, whether by advice, intimidation or otherwise, provided that such information be
given within one week from this date. .

Given under my hand and seal, at St. Christopher, this 4th day of August, in the year
of our Lord 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.—God save the King!

St. Christopher.

 

(Enclosure 3, in No. 203.)
St. Christopher.

By His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacG'regor, Baronet, &c.
(1, 8.)

Wuexreas it has been represented to me that the labouring classes upon very many of
the estates in this Island are in a state of insubordination and resistance to the provisions
of the Act of the Imperial ‘Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, and to the laws of this
Island which have been passed for carrying the said Act into effect; and that it is the
belief of the labouring classes that a mere absence from work, unaccompanied by any acts
of violence, does not entail upon them any of the penalties of the law; whereas in fact,
though no violence may be committed by any parties whose duty it is to render service to
their employers in consideration of food, medical care, lodging and clothing, to refuse such
service does subject all parties to the most severe penalties, and, in the event of martial
law being proclaimed, possibly even to the punishment of death: And whereas it is con-
sidered expedient and advisable, for the purpose of reducing the said labouring classes to

"a proper state of obedience to the law, that martial law should be proclaimed: Now, there-
fore,
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fore, by and with the advice of His Majesty's Privy Council, I do hereby proclaim and
make Pnown, that unless the working classes within this Island do, on or before Wednes-
day next, the 6th day of August instant, conform to the laws so passed for their
overnance, by working obediently for their em loyers, as itis their duty to do, that mar-

tial law will be proclaimed, and that it will continue in force until they shall be reduced to
obedience; and all persons are hereby warned at their perilnot to be found offending
herein, as they will then have only themselves to blame for the serious consequences that
will inevitably ensue. . . ;

Given under my hand, at St. Christopher, this 4th day of August, in the year of our
Lord 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.—God save the King!

 

—"No. 204. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Sir E. J. M.
MacGregor, dated Downing-street, 6 Sept. 1834,

IxEaRN with pleasure from Mr. Claxton’s letter to you of the 3d August,
that the Wesleyan and other missionaries had exerted themselves in St.
Christopher’s to explain the law to the negroes, and to enjoin obedience to it;
and I cannot but entertain sanguine hopes that the continued efforts of
the missionaries of all denominations will have been of effectual service in
enabling you to arrest the struggle with which the Colony was threatened.
The alternative which you suggest of martial law would be most painful,

and would not be resorted to by you, I feel convinced, or even contemplated,
without the most urgent and undeniable necessity. From the extent of
resources now at your disposal, and the prudent firmness and resolution you
have displayed, and which has met the unqualified approval of His Majesty’s
Government, I trust that tranquillity may have been restored at St. Chris-
topher’s before this Despatch reaches you.

 

—No. 205.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor-General Sir E. J. Murray
MacGregor to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, 19 August 1884.
Tue printed Enclosure, No. 3, announces the hours of labour inculcated in

St. Christopher’s during martial law. I sincerely hope that these will be
adopted, pursuant to my recommendation, by the Legislature; and Mr.
Speaker Burt gives me reason to believe that this is likely to prove the case.

I have, &c.
(signed) . J. Murray MacGregor.

 

(Enclosure 1, in No. 205.)

HisExcellency the Governor to His Honour the President and Council.

Havine acted, during theprevalence of martial law, as will appear from the Enclosures,
on the suggestion of Captain Stewart, special magistrate, with respect to the commence-
ment and close of the legal hours of labour in this Colony, the Governor is compelled to
propose to your Honourable Board the adoption of'a similar regulation, which, by surrender-
ing Saturdays entirely to the working classes, may possibly present the Legislature with
a convenient opening for effecting the abolition of Sunday markets,

(signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
St. Christopher’s, 19 Aug. 1834. Governor.

A similar to the House of Assembly.
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(Enclosure 2, in No. 205.)

Sir, Basseterre, St. Christopher’s, Tuesday morning, § August 1834,
I nave the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that in consequence ofvisiting “ Taylor’

estate,” in this neighbourhood, by your desire, yesterday afternoon, the labourers have this
morning gone to their work. Much dissatisfaction prevails from the circumstance that the
commencement and close of the legal hours of labour are not fixed by law. The immediate
attention of the Legislature to this point I humbly conceive to be most desirable; and b
adopting, as near’y as possible, one uniform system throughout the Island, much good
might be effected, should the same meet with the cordial support of the respective
employers.

. To His Excellency I have, &c.
Sir FE. 4 Murray MacGregor, Bart. (signed) Robert Stuart, Sp. J. P.

c. &e, C.

 

(Enclosure 3, in No. 205.)
St. Christopher.

A PROCLAMATION,

( - By His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Bart. &c. Ke.
L. 8.)

Wuereas it has been represented to me that the periods during which the apprenticed
labourers in this Island are to render to their employers, 45 hours of labour in every
week, are not defined by law: and whereas it is considered expedient that one uniform sys-

tem upon this subject should be enforced throughout the Island during the period of mar-
tial law; Now, therefore, by virtue of the authority in me vested, I do proclaim and make
known, that the said hours of labour shall be from six o’clock in the morning until eight;
from nine until twelve; and from two until six o’clock, on the first five days in the week,
whereby the apprenticed labourer will have finished his hours of work on the afternoon of
Friday; and 1 do hereby enjoin obedience to this regulation on all persons having the
charge of apprenticed labourers on the several estates in this Island, during the saidperiod
of martial law, as they will answer to the contrary at their peril.

Given under my hand and seal, at St. Christopher, this 7th day of August, in the year
of our Lord 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.—God save the King!

 

— No. 206. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor
Sir EZ. M. MacGregor.

Sir, Downing-street, 16 Oct. 1834.
I wave received your Despatch of the 19th August, respecting the proposed

regulation to fix particular hours for the labour of the apprentices at St. Kitt’s.
As it was not in your power to do more than to report the suggestion you had
made to the Legislature, without informing me whether such suggestion had
been adopted, Iam not aware that this communication calls for any particular
observation on my part, beyond the expression of my opinion, that except
under extraordinary circumstances, such as those which have existed at St. Kitt’s,
the arrangements of the hours of labour had better be left to the mutual wants
and conveniences of employers and labourers, in place of being made the matter
of regulation and enactment.

I am not, however, inclined to doubt but that the local information which

you have had the means of obtaining has warranted the conclusion to which
you have come.

I have, &c.

(signed) T. Spring Rice.
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—No. 207.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Christopher’s, 19 August 1834,
In my Despatch of the 5th August it was stated that the alternative of

martial law was seriously contemplated, and from the enclosed documents it
will be ascertained to have been resorted to, on the 6th inst., in compliance

ST. CHRISTOPHER.

No. 207.

with the recommendation of His Majesty’s Privy Council, (see Enclosures, Nos. 4 & 6 August 1834.
1, 2 and 8.

’ The teoeedings which followed until the re-establishment of civil authority
will be found detailed in the remainder of the accompanying papers, numbered
from 4 to 18; No. 11 containing the Minutes of His Majesty’s Privy Council
of this day’s date, wherein it is recorded that,

«“ The members of the Board concurred in opinion that there was every
reason to believe that the present state of tranquillity was likely to continue,
Mr. President Crooke, alone dissenting.”

It is likewise satisfactory to find that this sentiment is cherished by the Rev.
D. G. Davis, Rector of St. George’s; the Rev. D. Bigler, Moravian missionary,
and also by the Rev. J. Cox, Wesleyan missionary, who has ‘just made a jour-
ney round the Island, that he may be enabled to speak more accurately on
this subject.” (Enclosures, Nos. 6, '7 and 8.)
My own impression respecting it is contained in the Minutes of Council,

No. 11, but I have judged it advisable to leave in Basseterre the company of
His Majesty’s 36th regiment which proceeded with me from this garrison to
that place, in the vicinity of which Captain Daniell will continue so long as it
may appear to him requisite, and then repair to English Harbour, in Antigua,
with His Majesty’s brig Despatch, in order to refit; after which, that vessel
will be disposable for eventual service in the Leeward Islands.

Previously to the termination of martial law, I directed a general movement
of His Majesty’s and the militia forces upon the mountains of the interior, in
order to convince the negroes, said. to be concealed there, that their haunts are
at any time accessible by troops. Markus, the “‘ King of the Woods,” de-
scribed in Enclosure No. 5, was seen, and would have been seized by a military
party, had not their guide discovered himselfprematurely to that fugitive.
To Major Brooke of the 67th regiment, on whom, as well as on several othe

King’s officers, militia brevet rank was conferred, Iam highly indebted for
his zealous services; and to one of my aides-de-camp of militia, Lieut.-colonel
Woodcock, who acted as brigade-major, chiefly in the Cayon district, and the
senior King’s counsel here, it is my duty to entreat your favourable attention,
should an opportunity offer of promoting in the latter capacity his professional
views.
The Circular, No. 4, shows that early endeavours were exerted to bring the

labourers to a returning sense of duty, and to dispense with punishment. Du-
ring the active operations of the troops but one apprentice has been shot; and
aletter from the Judge Advocate General is accompanied by a return, exhi-
biting results of general courts-martial held under my authority, Nos. 9 and
10, by which five persons were condemned to banishment for life, who em-
barked yesterday accordingly for Bermuda in His Majesty’s schooner Pickle.

All circumstances considered, it will appear to you, I earnestly hope, that the
insubordination in this Island, so fraught with peril at this crisis to the sur-
rounding Colonies, has: been checked with as little asperity as could have been
well anticipated. Several of the apprenticed labourers personally assured me
of their contrition ; and between 80 and 90, whom my concluding proclamation
released from the gaol of Basseterre, requested the Rev. Mr. Davies to convey
to me the expression of their thanks and gratitude.

I am now about to re-embark for Antigua in His Majesty’s ship Belvidera,

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
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Enclosure 1, in No. 207.
St. Christopher.

AT a meeting of the Privy Council, held on Monday the 4th day of August 1834 ;.

Present,

His Excellency Sir Evan J. M. MacGregor, Bart., Governor, &c. &c. &c.
His Excellency John Lyons Nixon, Esq., Lieut.-governor.
His Honour President Crooke.
The Honourable and Rev. D. G. Davis, A.M.

C. G. Payne, Esq.
Thomas Swanston, Esq.
Robert Claxton, Esq.

His Excellency the Governor wished to consult the Council as to the propriety of offering
a reward for the discovery of the instigators to the present opposition to the law among the
labouring classes.

After some deliberation, it was resolved to advise his Excellency to offer a reward of 500
dollars to any person who shall give such information as shall lead to the conviction of the
person or persons who have originally and secretly instigated the labouring classes to oppose
or resist the operation of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, by misleading them as to its
true intent and meaning, or otherwise.
And that a further reward be offered of 50 dollars, to be paid to any person who shall

give such information as shall lead to the conviction of any person or persons who may be
engaged in inducing the labouring classes to continue their opposition to the laws, whether
by advice, intimidation or otherwise, provided that such information be given within one
week from this date.

His Excellency asked the opinion of the Board, whether, if the present measures fail, it
would be advisable to proclaim martial law.

Resolved, that it would be advisable; whereupon his Excellency directed a proclamation
to be prepared.

(signed) Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 207.
St. Christopher.

AT a meeting of the Privy Council, held on Wednesday the 6th day of August 1834 ;

Present,

His Excellency Sir E. J. M. M‘Gregor, Bart., Governor, &c. &c. &c.
His Excellency J. L. Nixon, Esq., Lieut.-governor.
His Honour President Crooke.
The Honourable and Rev. D. G. Davis, A.M.

C. G. Payne, Esq.
R. Claxton, Esq.

Ir appearing that the labouring classes are still in a state of insubordination and open
resistance to the Act passed by the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery,

It was resolved, that his Excellency the Governor be advised to proclaim martial law;
and his Excellency thereupon directed a proclamation to that effect to be prepared and
issued accordingly.

(signed) § Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 207.

A PROCLAMATION,

By his Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., &c. &c. Kc.

Wuereas by a proclamation under my hand and seal, dated the 2oth July last past, I
did, in the name of our Sovereign Lord the King, enjoin upon all persons amenable to the
law of apprenticeship to be submissive and obedient to the same, as they should answer

to the contrary at their peril.
And whereas by a proclamation, dated the 4th day of August inst., I did proclaim and

make known, that unless the labouring classes within this Island did, on or before Wed-

nesday then next ensuing, conform to the laws passed for their governance, by working
obediently for their employers, that martial law would be proclaimed.
And whereas it hath been represented to me that the said labouring classes, regardless of

the proclamation above mentioned, and the warnings therein contained, are in a state of insu-

bordination

St. Christopher.
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pordination and open resistance to the provisions of the Act of the Imperial Parliament for sr, CHRISTOPHER,
the Abolition ofSlavery, and the laws of this Island which have been passed for carrying the
said Act into effect: Now, therefore, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council,
in the name of our Sovereign Lord the King, and by virtue of the power and authority in me
yested, Ido proclaim martial law to be in force within the Island of St. Christopher forth-
with, and to continue in force until due obedience to the law shall have been effected, and
until further order be made herein; and that during the continuance of martial law, all
persons in the said Island are subject to the same, of which they are to take notice and
overn themselves accordingly.

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at St. Christopher, this 6th day of August
1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

By his Excellency’s command.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 207.

Si, Basseterre, 9 August 1834.
Ir has been suggested by his Excellency the Governor Sir Evan MacGregor, that if confi-

dential persons were sent to the runaways still out, informing them, that should they be at
work on Monday morning, no notice will be taken of their conduct during the present week,
it would produce the effect of restoring order on the estates. :

In this case, it would be desirable to have a return from every estate sent in to his Excel-
lency on Monday of the persons absent from work that morning, and that in the mean-
time no farther punishments be inflicted. This amnesty will of course not extend to persons
who appear to have been ringleaders, or guilty of any marked violence of the law ; and any
who still remain out on that day will take the consequence oftheir continued disobedience.

I have, &c.
(signed) M.G. Taylor, Lieut. and Fort Adj.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 207.

Sir, Cuninghams, 11 August 1834.
In compliance with the circular of the gth instant, I beg to inform you, that all the people

on this estate are at work, except James alias Buller, who was so desperate a character,
that I felt it my duty to lodge him in gaol by the civil authorities, previous to the 1st of
August, and a man named Markus, an African, a most daring and dangerous character,
who has been absent three years, and has always been a runaway, goes by the title of King
of the Woods, has been condemned for murder, has new a charge of felony, under Lord Ellen-
borough’s Act, hanging over his head, and, as I am credibly informed, (only by hearsay evi-
dence, but which I believe,) that he has a gang of 30 and upwards under his command in the
mountains. His usual haunts are from Stones Fort toVembell Mountains. He hasa musket
in his possession, and is very skilful in the use thereof. No order may be expected in the
country unless he is taken. For further particulars of his character, apply to Major John
Rawlins and Colonel Harper.

 

I have, &c.
To Lieut.-Col. Bedingfeld, (signed) A. P. Pogson.

Ke. &e. &e.

Enclosure 6, in No. 207.

Sir, St. George’s, Basseterre, 13 Aug. 1834.
In compliance with your Excellency’s desire, I now state the impressions made on my

mind by my general observation, and by the intercourse which, as a clergyman, I have had
at different times, and under various circumstances, with the labouring classes, as to the
causes of the late unfortunate disturbances among them.

I think that there can be little reason to doubt, that on the first promulgation in the
Island of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, that many of the then slaves
felt keenly disappointed that it provided, in the first instance, a transition stage, called
apprenticeship, and consequently did not at once convey to them the full rights of free
men. It was also difficult in many cases to make them fully comprehend the entire con-
sistency of a state denominated freedom with the legal necessity of labouring for the
benefit of others, without contract or consent. This feeling of disappointment, as I fear, was
mcreased in its bitterness by the imprudent manner in which the new system, designed
to displace the old, was spoken of by some persons jealous of parting with personal power,
as conferring no greater advantages, and even as more rigorous in its nature. The then
slaves themselves also may be considered as having conceived an unfavourable opinion of
the new condition in which they were to be placed by the law, by assimilating it in their
278—II. minds
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ST.CHRISTOPHER. minds to ordinary apprenticeships, the hardships of which they may have in some unfavour.

Enclosure 1,
in No. 207.

able cases witnessed. All these causes, however, of dissatisfaction may have beenhappily
and easily overcome; and in very many instances I have reason to believe that in m
humble efforts I had been successful to this end. But the course which the Legislature of
Antigua pursued, in conferring immediate and unrestricted freedom on its slaves, had the
effect of impressing those of this Island with the conviction that that was in reality the
measure of the Government, and that your Excellency’s presence as the Governor-general
had been the reason why full justice had been done there, while the apprenticeship was the
invention of the Legislature of this Island, designed, in effect, for the continuation of
slavery and of its benefits to the planter, while the name of freedom was given for the
satisfaction of the mother country. The voluntary relinquishment of the apprenticeship
by Earl Romney, an extensive proprietor of this Island, resident in England, whose inten-
tion became generally known some few months before the 1st of August, served in no small
degree to confirm this erroneous persuasion. This impression, once strongly made, it was
difficult to shake; and then it was that the efforts of persons in the highest authority and
most exalted situations, even of His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor and of the minis-.
ters of religion, were unavailing, and the manifestation of it on many occasions burst forth.

Though, however, I am fully persuaded that all these causes have severally concurred in
producing the unhappy results which your Excellency has witnessed, yet 1 was not with-
out the suspicion that some of the most discontented among the labourers had used their
efforts to induce a combined, though not violent resistance to the intermediate stage to.
entire liberty, called by the law, apprenticeship, in the hope of thusattaining the great
object of their ardent wishes, unrestricted freedom and a regular system of wages. The
trials of two or three persons under martial law have served, as your Excellency knows, to
confirm this suspicion: I trust, and have no reason at present to entertain any other senti-
ment, that the delusion has had no higher or more guilty origin.

I cannot conclude without adding, that while the philant hropist must look back with
regret to that conduct of the labouring classes in this Island, which has prevented an
entirely peaceable transition from slavery, and with sorrow on the measures which were
deemed necessary to suppress disorder, he may retain the stable ground of rejoicing that
there has occurred no instance of violence to the persons or destruction to the property of
the masters. And I would say, that it is my persuasion that even that degree of instruc-
tion and religious knowledge which has been in different ways conveyed has had this
owerfully restraining influence. I have every reason then to hope, that as misconception
as been now corrected and delusion dissipated by the presence and active exertions of

your Excellency, and the co-operation-of His Majesty’s land and naval forces, and by other
means, a discreet and temperate conduct on the part of those having the management of
estates will soon restore quiet among the labourers and harmony between them and their
employers. We may thus derive the assurance that a repetition of the evil we have wit-.
nessed is not very probable.

To His Excellency I have, &c.
Sir Evan J. M. MacGregor, Bart. (signed) Daniel Gateward Davis.

Ke. &e. Ke.

 

Enclosure 7, in No. 207.

To His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Bart., &c. &c. Kc.

May it please your Excellency,

Turoveu the Hon. and Rev. D. G. Davis I have been apprised that it is the desire of
your Excellency to be made acquainted with the opinion of the missionaries of the United

rethren’s Society in St. Kitt’s as to the probable causes of the late rebellion or insurrec-
tionary movements of the slave population.

I beg leave to say, that in the accompanying statement I am, from unavoidable circum-
stances, necessitated to give my single opinion, as I should not be able in time to furnish
your Excellency with that of mycolleagues stationed in St. Mary’s, Cayon and St. John’s,
(near Deep Bay.)

Having within the last few days had a conversation with the Hon. and Rev. gentleman above
named on the very subject on which I am now called to express my opinion, I was gratified
in perceiving that we entirely concurred in ascribing to the same causes the late mis-
conduct of the slaves. I have this day learnt from that gentleman that he has, agreeably

to your Excellency’s desire, furnished a statement of his opinion ; so that I apprehend the
present may prove buta recapitulation. I beg leave, however, briefly to say, that in my
umble opinion the primary cause of the late disturbances was a disappointment of the-

expectations, universally entertained by the slaves, that when the Act of Abolition had
passed it would confer absolute and unrestricted emancipation ; for they were often heard
to say, “ Now we shall soon get our freedom.”
_ As the final adjustment of the slave question seemed long at issue, their eagerness and
impatience grew proportionally strong; so that on the arrival of almost every packet m
our roadstead, they did not scruple to say, “That has brought our papers,” meaning their
emancipation, This,I believe, was the state of their minds up to the arrival of the late
Royal Proclamation. Hiis.
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His Excellency, our esteemed Lieutenant-governor, Colonel Nixon, in transmitting to us gp, CHRISTOPHER.
a copy of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery and copies of the Royal Proclamation, sent
also circulars, containing written instructions, earnestly requesting us to explain it to that
portion of our congregation then held in slavery. In obedience to that request, the Pro-
clamation was read and explained in a public meeting of the congre ation; and, lest there
might remain a single doubt on the minds of any, they were invited to call on us atanv
time for further explanation. A few availed themselves of the opportunity; and, after
explaining again the nature of their new relations, seemed ‘Satisfied. But as we took
occasion to inquire from time to time, we found, to our great grief, that the prejudice against
the terms “ apprenticeship” and “bound,” used in the Act, was so great, that our interference
to rectify their mistaken notions was deemed ,uncalled-for; and they obstinately persisted
in their belief that His Majesty the King had given them their liberty, but that their
owners or superiors here wished to bind them again as apprentices.
The proceedings of the Legislature of Antigua having become generally known among

them at this time, appeared to confirm them in this opinion, and has undoubtedly very
largely contributed to their disaffection.

n addition to this, the case of Earl Romney might be mentioned, giving the boon, which
all expected, to a considerable number of slaves on his estates, was not without its
influence.
We cannot but deeply regret the late misconduct of the slaves; but, at the same time,

we feel truly grateful to the God of all mercies that we have been spared both from
experiencing violence to our persons and property, and from witnessing it in that of our
fellow-creatures. We rejoice, too, that by the able and indefatigable exertions of your Ex-
cellency and those under your command that peace and order seem to be restored.
Though a decided opinion as to the future conduct of the slaves may at this time be

deemed premature, yet ifwe may judge from the cheerful countenances and manners of the
many I have seen flocking to the market on Saturday, and if we may rest satisfied as to
the Future discretion of those holding apprenticed labourers, I think we have no reason to
apprehend a recurrence of such scenes of dissatisfaction and insubordination as we have
witnessed since the 1st of August.

In conclusion, I beg leave to congratulate your Excellency on your convalescence, and
to assure you of my sincere wishes for your Excellency’s health and happiness.

I am, &c.

. (signed) DavidBigler,
17 August 1834. Missionary of the United Brethren in Basseterre, St. Kitt’s.

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 207.

To His Excellency Sir Evan J. M. MacGregor,Bart., &e. Ke. Ke.

Sir, Wesleyan Mission House, St. Christopher, 18 Aug. 1834.
I navE received a communication from your Excellency, through your Excellency’s

secretary, desiring me to state my opinion as to the causes of the late unhappy commotions
among the apprenticed labourers in this Island, and as to the probable consequences of the
measures which have been adopted to suppress them.
With as much brevity as possible, I proceed to comply with your Excellency’s request.
1, The principal cause of the whole was unquestionably a deeply-rooted and very general

conviction that “the King” had given them unrestricted freedom, and that their masters had
imposed the apprenticeship system. We combatted this sentiment; but, after all our care-
ful and particular explanations of the matter on the estates on which we preach, and in our
chapels, we could not in some cases succeed in eradicating this most delusive notion.

2. My second cause may also be considered as a cause of the first. The unrestricted
emancipation of the people of Antigua most naturally assisted in generating the above-
mentioned error. They readily concluded that had justice been done to them, they also
would have been equally free. This I regard as a most prolific source of misapprehension;
and greatly do I regret that the judicious measure of that Island was not imitated here.

3. My third reason is the total liberation of Lord Romney’s people, and its publicity a
long time before it was officially announced to them. This [ deem highly impolitic. Had
it been immediately promulged, I think less suspicion would have been excited; and your
Excellency is aware, that in a small community like this, suspicious fears are extremely
contagious, and greatly distort the truth. * ;

4. One or two gentlemen announced their intention to dispense with the apprenticeship
system, and pay their people. In this and the preceding cause your Excellency will per-
ceive a want of uniformity, so productive of confusion at such a period, and on such a sub-
ject. This led the negroes to suppose that some of the proprietors were complying with“ the King’s law,” and others violating it.

5: T attach some importance to the non-arrival of the other two magistrates destined for
this Island. The negroes have clearly understood that three were coming from Englandfor the special purpose of superintending the execution of the provisions of the Imperial
Act, and one only has arrived. In this time of fear and suspicion, such an apparently trivial
matter has some influence ; andI think it highly probable, that had the special magistrates,
278—IT. _ just
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ST. CHRISTOPHER, just from England, arrived in time to have gone through the Island, and explained the law
and warned the unruly, this mischief might have been prevented.

6. That a few incendiaries from among the negroes themselves have been peregrinating
the land, and too successful in striving to excite disaffection among them, in persuading
them obstinately to disbelieve what the ministers of religion or any others should say on
the subject of the apprenticeship, and in endeavouring to effect a combination of passive
resistance to the law, I can no longer doubt. ‘This conviction arises as well from other
causes as from my observations on the trials of two or three principal offenders and ring-
leaders in promoting seditious feelings. These trials I attended throughout, and carefully
noted the nature and value of the evidence. How far the preceding and following causes
may have been effectually employed by such unprincipled men in forwarding their
machinations, and how suited they were for such a nefarious purpose, will be sufficiently
obvious to your Excellency’s penetration.

7. That the bitter taunts and woful predictions with respect to the alteration in our
social state of some persons opposed to the emancipation of the negroes have produced
great disquietude in their minds, is generally admitted. Thus the new system has been
arrayed in such a hideous and forbidding aspect, that many of the people have almost
feared it as worse than slavery. Instead of being represented as a blessing, it has been so
caricatured as really to justify or excuse a suspicion in their minds that it could never have
originated with the people of England. And the indifference of too many about furnish-
ing akind and conciliatory, as well as a just and correct exposé of the new plan, before
the ist August, and on the morning of the qth August also, was, I think, another source
of evil, and a reason too why our expositions of it were in some cases doubted. But I may
not enlarge upon this topic. Your Excellency will, I hope, give me credit for real regret
in being obliged to assign such a cause as this; but I could not in justice omit it. [ do
not pretend to determine on the motives to such injudicious conduct: of the vexatious
results I am, alas! too certain.

8. That so many were involved in it arose, I apprehend, from fear of the disaffected, by
whom they were overawed, and from thoughtlessness in the young, who imitated examples,
and acted without motive or consideration.

g. Your Excellency, I hope, will not consider me as impeaching the wisdom of His
Majesty’s Government when I assign as another cause for our late troubles the title and
anomalous constitution of the apprenticeship system. Erroneous notions were engendered
by the very name, which, in their minds, associated their future untried state with relation-
shi s around them ofa similar title, conducted with such despotic government, as, coupled
with the unjust insinuations of others, filled them with dismay. And. it was difficultto
make them understand how they could be “ discharged of and from all manner of slavery,
and absolutely and for ever manumitted,” and yet to be compelled to work the greater part
of their time for the same masters without adequate wages. Freedom and compulsory
labour, without payment, and for no crime, appeared to them incongruous. The Act, too,
assured them that the King “had appropriated a large sum of money for their freedom ;”
and | have been often asked how to reconcile this fact with the truth, that they must still
work for their former owners in the above-mentioned manner; and all my attempts to show
that the apprenticeship was a part payment for absolute unconditional freedom were in some
cases unsatisfactory. I am fully persuaded, therefore, that had the term “slavery” been
retained, with the modifications of the present system, it would have been productive of far
less confusion.

10. But after all which may be said, I cannot exonerate many of the offenders from the
charge ofa proud and wilful disobedience to the law, clearly understood, with a secret
hope that it would not be enforced; while the total absence of any violent resistance, and
of any attempt to fire, or destruction of property, showed they only wanted perfect personal
liberty and wages, and preposterously hoped they may be obtained by passive disobedience
and clamour.

These, Sir, are the reasons which have occurred to my mind in pondering the origin of
our late excitement; and while I sincerely regret it, | at the same timegreatly rejoice that
80 many remained firm at the post of duty, and used their efforts (and in many cases suc-
cessfully too) to prevent the defection of others. I regard it as a signal triumph of moral
and religious principle.

I do not by any means attach equal importance to all the preceding reasons, The 1st,
2d, 3d, 6th, 7th, gth and 10th, appear to me primary causes; the others accessory.

I proceed to consider the second part of your Excellency’s inquiry, “‘ What will be the
' probable consequences of the measures which have been adopted to suppress these dis-
turbancest” J have every reason to believe they have been, and will be, in general, salu-
tary. But this greatly depends on a just, and mild, and judicious use of that authority
which our labouriig population have been compelled to believe their masters do still pos-
sess, I have just made a journey round the Island, that I may be enabled to speak more
accurately on this subject; and it is with unspeakable pleasure I report to your Excellency,
that so far as I have ascertained, deep regret and self-condemnation, and a desire to please,
are the prevailing emotions among the misguided offenders, generally unmixed with sullen-
ness or irritation. I have everywhere heard from all classes, with scarceiy an exception,
the most encouraging statements of the promptitude and alacrity with which the appren-
ticed labourers attend to their duties. Convinced beyond a doubt that the system is the
law, and the “King’s law” too, they seem resolved to submit, and expressions of deep

contrition at their folly abound among the guilty, and of gratulation and thanksgiving
among
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among the innocent at their escape from trouble.

are now more people at work on the several properties than have been known for many

ears. I cherish the hope, that by a careful and mutual attention to the provisions of the
w, our tranquillity will be permanent.
I cannot conclude without taking leave to express to your Excellency the abundant satis-

faction which I, in common with very many in this community, have felt in your Ex-

cellency’s presence and government at this important juncture, and in the wisdom and

promptitude and successof the measureswhich your Excellency has adopted toeffect the

restoration of our tranquillity, and my gratitude to Almighty God for the accomplishment
of that object without the effusion of blood, except in one solitary instance; and most sin-
cerely do i pray, from a conviction of its importance, founded on anattentive observation of
our Excellency’s measures, that these Islands may long be favoured with the benefit of

our Excellency’s liberal and enlightened administration. oo.

May the Lord of heaven and earth have your Excellency in his most holy keeping.

I have, &c.
(signed)

a

James Cox.

 

Enclosure 9, in No. 207.

Sir, Basseterre, 19 Aug. 1834.
T wave the honour to enclose a return of the number of trials for offences committed

during the existence of martial law in this Island, from the 6th to the 18th of this present
month of August, and the sentence passed in each case. ;

In answer to your Excellency’s inquiry, “ ‘To what cause I attribute the late conduct of
the labouring classes ?” I have to state, that the evidence which has been adduced before
me leads me to think that the apprenticeship systemwas not, in the first instance, liked by
the negroes; and I very much suspect that some designing persons, takingadvantage of
that feeling, instilled into their minds the false idea that a determined resistance to the
Jaws would secure to them a state of entire freedom and exemption from all work; and I
think that the instigators must have been most active and watchful in their endeavours,
as, notwithstanding the various threats of burning and poisoning which were, long ante-
cedently to the 1st of August, held out by the negroes, yet whenyor Excellency arrived
here, and timely assisted us with a strong force, their threats ceased, and passive resistance
was resorted to, in opposition to the repeated warnings and proclamations of your Ex-
cellency. .

It is ‘0 be hoped that the late examples, which have been so necessarily made, and the
prompt assistance afforded by your Excellency, will have the desired effect; but so
uncertain is the negro character, that I cannot form any opinion whether they will or ‘will
not venture on a repetition of their late resistance.

T have, &c.
(signed) J. G. Piguenet,His Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart.

Judge Advocate General.&e. &e. Ke.
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RETURN of Convicrions under Counts-Martiat for Offences, from 6 to 18 August 1834.

Enclosure 9,
in No. 207.

 

NAME. OFFENCE. SENTENCE,

 

Banishment for life - ~-
-- 150 lashes and_ solitary
confinement for 30 days.
Banishment for Jife
24 lashes - -
Banishment for life

Sedition - = =
For exciting others to rebel

Bronte - ==
Roger Profit - a

a

‘

. remitted.
Disobedience and sedition «+ Disallowed.
Stealing from asoldier - -
Mutiny and sedition = -

’Wm. Challenger
Henry Thomas
John Dickenson

#
@
¢
e
0
e
e
e

@
s
t
o
e
t

Richmond - Refusing to work and desertion| 150 lashes with a cat - Carried into effect.
Robin ~. « Mutiny and sedition -  ~- | 200 lashes with a cat - -- Confirmed, but 100 lashes

remitted.
Cork - - = Banishment for life-- Mutiny and sedition, exciting

and supporting others in re-
bellion.

Carried into effect.
-- Confinement, but 50 lashes

Carried into effect.
Carried into effect.

Carried into effect.

-- Confirmed, and carried into

Belindas ~| Mutiny and sedition -  - [| Banishment for life - +{ Disallowed.
Abraham - - | Exciting sedition - - -| Banishment for life - -| Disallowed.
Henry -  - -| Mutiny and sedition - +} Banishment for life - +| Carried into effect.
William - +| Mutiny and desertion -  ~| Not guilty - = =| Confirmed.

Jeaque- Tjetutinyand sedition, and ex- | Banichment for life
Ned Hope - rebate . , PPOPMPE| Not guilty - _ {| effect.

Casar'- + | Mutiny and sedition + | -- 100 lashes, 3 months’ con- --Confirmed, but the lashes

John Peter. -

278—II,
 Neglecting his duty as watch -  finer.ent, and 100 lashes at

the end of the 3 months,
25 lashes withacat - -  remitted.

Carried into effect.

(signed) J. G. Piguenet, J... G
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ST. CHRISTOPHER,

Enclosure 11,
in No. 207.

18 August 1834.
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Enclosure 11, in No. 207.

St. Christopher.

AT a Meeting of the Privy Council, held in Basseterre, on Tuesday the 19th day of
August 1834;

Present,

His Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., Governor, &c. &c. &c.
His Excellency J. L. Nixon, Esq., Lieut.-governor, &c. &c. Kc.
His Honour President Crooke.
The Hon. and Rev. D. G. Davies, a.m.

W. W. Rawlins, Esq.
Thos. Swanston, Esq. M. D.
C. G. Payne, Esq.
R. Claxton, Esq.
J. T. Caines, Esq. M. D.

Wirn reference to the proceedings of the Board of the 4th and 6th instant, recommendin
recourse to martial law, the Governor communicates to the Board his Proclamation for the
discontinuance of martial law, and in taking leave of the Privy Council, trusts it will not
again become his duty to repair to St. Christopher’s on account of any internal disturbance,
but should such an unlooked-for event récur as the necessity of proclaiming martial law, he
will endeavour to regain his post without delay.
The Governor has not discharged the alarm existing at his arrival, considering it inadvis-

able that the militia should be immediately relieved from duty, and more prudent that the
strength at each post should be gradually diminished according to circumstances, so as to
be at last almost imperceptibly dissipated. .
On the same principle, that the appearance of naval force may be kept up, his Excellency

the Vice-admiral commanding having had the kindness to attach a ship of war to the seat
of the Leeward Island Government, Captain Strong, at the Governor’s request, will direct
His Majesty’s brig Despatch, Captain Daniell, to remain off Basseterre for the present.
From what had fallen under his personal observation, and adverting to accounts from

Trinidad, the Governor deems it proper to record his strong impression that the influence
of the public authorities should be considerately exerted in conciliating the negro popula-
tion, and in endeavouring to divest the lower order of Europeans employed in their manage-
ment of prejudices contracted under the previous condition of the labouring classes, as well
as of the feelings of resentment recently created by the dissension that has prevailed since
the abolition of slavery in the commencement of the present month. .

It may also be proper to mention at this Board, what cannot so conveniently form matter
of communication to the Houses of the Legislature, that application for courts-martial from
various quarters have been exceedingly numerous, but that, however natural the-desire of
bringing their refractory dependents to trial might be on the part of the proprietors, the
Exeeutive was bound to be guided by considerations of a higher nature.

It has been urged by some persons that sentences inflicted by order of the courts-martial
were in some parts of the country perhaps too harsh. It is certainly possible that this may
have been the case; but it is a difficulty against which, under similar circumstances, there
are at the outset no means of protection. From a state of profound peace the militia were
suddenly thrown into active service, and many persons, who in all likelihood never opened a
lawbook, found themselves members of courts-martial. They were engaged against rebels,
who are liable to be acted on by the punishments awarded by such courts, and they were
ignorant of the force; designs and arrangements of their opponents, and unable to anticipate
what the morrow might produce. Thus situated, although it is to be regretted if a few in-
dividuals have been chastised with undue severity, still it 1s to be recollected that the prompt
application of flogging may have saved the very persons so flogged from being shot.

ad martial law enduved for a longer term, the irregularities adverted to would have
been prevented by suitable arrangements, and as it was, they were checked as soon ag they
were suspected. .

These observations relate to the out-stations; but in reverting to the first part of this

statement, it is to be remarked that martial law must have been kept up for a month in
order to meet the wishes of the candidates for prosecution; that, in theGovernor's opinion,
an increase in the quantity of punishments would have tended to diminish their effect;
that of secondary sentences, enough seems to him to have been passed; and that by par-
doning numbers, he hopes to have secured the gratitude of some, while the transportation
of certain notorious offenders answers the double purpose of serious example, and of riddmg

the country in its present state of dangerous inmates.
At all hazards, it appeared imperative on the Executive to use every effort for the expul-

sion of the mass of the population from the woods. Their continuance therein for any length
of time must have served to place them more immediately than ever under the influence of
the mischievous ringleaders by whom they have been deceived; excesses must have fol-
lowed, which would necessarily have produced collision with the troops, and consequently
the probable extensive destruction of life and property. Nor were the interests of St.
Christopher’s alone at stake; those of the other Colonies under the system of apprentice-
ship were exposed to the influence of her example. Every inducement therefore cons ired
to prompt the Governor in crushing the threatened evil in the bud ; nor has he shunned any

responsibility
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formation and belief, order will be preserved in this Island, unless the discontented negroes
in Trinidad should unfortunately have it in their power to oppose powerful and lengthened
resistance to the new order of things, which may keep up an unsettled spirit amongst the
apprenticed labourers in other places. -

His Excellency the Governor asked the opinion of theBoard as tothe probable continu-
ance of tranquillity, The members of the Board concurred in opinion that there was
every reason to believe that the present state of tranquillity was likely to continue, Mr.
President Crooke alone dissenting.

 

Enclosure 12, in No. 207.

A PROCLAMATION,

By his Excellency Sir E. J. M. Macgregor, Baronet, &c. &c. Kc.

Wuereas the labouring class of the population of this Island having betrayed an insen-
sibility to the advantages, and an inclination to elude the duties assigned to them under
the Statute of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, by the substitution of
ap intermediate system of apprenticeship, every effort was made by the public authorities
to disabuse their minds of those impressions, which had been instilled into them by wicked
and designing persons: And whereas, on the 4th day of August instant, thelabourers
attached to the various estates, with few exceptions, having refused to perform their tasks,
and having withdrawn themselves from the service of their employers, it was, by my Pro-
clamation of that date, made known that unless they did on or before Wednesday next
ensuing, conform to the laws passed for their governance, pursuant to the provisions of the
aforesaid Statute of the Imperial Parliament, the law martial must be resorted to: And
whereas, notwithstanding such public warning, their continued contumacious conduct did
at length cause martial Faw to be proclaimed, in consequence whereof many of them have

_ incurred severe but necessary punishments, and some even that of banishment for the re-
mainder of their lives: And whereas the said offenders having been reduced to obey the
Jaws, now proceed, as in duty bound, to labour as apprentices; I do therefore, by virtue
of the authority in me vested, proclaim and announce that from and after this 18th day of
August instant, martial Jaw within this Island shall cease and be at an end: And whereas
it is hereby enjoined on all transgressing apprenticed labourers, as the readiest and most
effectual mode of manifesting contrition for their late misconduct, and of endeavouring to
regain that confidence which they must be conscious of having deservedly forfeited, to yield
in future a willing and becoming submission to their employers during the working hours
prescribed by law; it is likewise earnestly recommended to the said employers and directors
of estates to draw the veil of oblivion, as far as may be practicable, over themisguided
proceedings of their dependents: And whereas, although recent experience must have
convinced the labouring classes that His Majesty’s officers will never hesitate to enforce
the Royal authority upon the refractory and disobedient, however numerous, yet at the
same time, our most Gracious Sovereign being always benignantly disposed to exercise
clemency and mercy, Ido, therefore, in the King’s name, hereby further grant and proclaim
a general amnesty to all persons offending in the premises, not actually under sentence;
and I fully expect that the apprentices will show themselves worthy of this lenity by here-
after rendering due obedience to his Excellency the Lieut.-governor and the constituted
authorities of the Colony, and that proprietors and the higher orders of society, by a strict
and careful adherence to the several legislative enactments destined for the general benefit,
will afford the laudable example of that exact observance of the laws whichit is imperative
on all His Majesty’s subjects, as well as their true interests, implicitly to follow, as the sole
means, pnder existing circumstances, of obviating a recurrence to the alternative of mi-
itary rule.
‘Given under my hand and seal, at St. Christopher’s, this 18th day of August, in the

year of our Lord 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

By his Excellency’s command,

St. Christopher's.

 

Enclosure 13, in No. 207.

General Orders.

Basseterre, St. Christopher’s, 18 August 1834.
By His Excellency the Governor.
HE circumstances requiring the presence in the field of His Majesty’s forces having

appily ceased, the Governor with pleasure publicly recognises the excellent discipline, good
conduct, energy, and proper moderation they have invariably evinced throughout the course
of the late service.
To Major Brooke, commanding, the Governor’s approbation and best acknowledgments

are expressed, with the request that they may be likewise intimated to Captain Elton and
278—IT. Lieutenant
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Lieutenant Reeves, in command of detachments of His Majesty’s 67th and 36th regiments
as well as to the other officers and to the troops employed. ; ,

The Governor’s thanks are tendered at the same time to Lieutenant Taylor, the fort
adjutant, with whose able and diligent discharge of his duties his Excellency has every
reason to be pleased.

By order of His Excellency the Governor,

(signed)  M. G. Taylor, Lieut. and Fort Adjutant

 

Enclosure 14, in No. 207.

Militia General Orders.
Basseterre, St. Christopher’s, 18 August 1834,

Maztiat law being fortunately about to terminate, the Governor, in taking leave of the
St. Christopher’s militia, is persuaded that a more acceptable compliment cannot be paid to
that force than the publication in general orders of the following report respecting them,

addressed on the 16th instant to his Excellency by Brigadier-general Brooke.

(Extract.)

I have now the honour of performing a most:pleasing and imperative duty towards the
officers, non-commissioned officers and privates whom1 had the good fortune to command
in the carrying into effect the arrangements and plans submitted by your Excellency for the
restoration of peace and good order in the Colony. However incompetent I am todo justice

to their services and my feelings on the occasion, I will rest satisfied that my endeavours

and wish to do so will be justly appreciated by all. In conveying to your Excellency the
lasting impressions made upon my mind of the obligations I am under to the troops of the
line, the artillery, militia and cavalry, for their co-operation, the zeal, spirit, and determina-

tion evinced by them in carrying into immediate effect my commands for the different
movements, it would be invidious in me to select from the several corps any individual for

your Excellency’s particular notice and consideration; for to the officers, non-commissioned
officers and privates of the 67th regiment, under the command of Major Elton; to the

officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of the 36th regiment, under the command
of Captain Reeve; to the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of the two com-

panies of colonial artillery, under the commands of Captains Hardsman and Richards
(particularly to the former officer); ‘to the officers, non-commissioned, officers and privates

of the Windward and Leeward battalions of militia, under the commands of Lieut.-colonels
Harper and Rawlins; to the ‘officers, non-commissioned officers and. privates of the two
troops of cavalry, under the commands of Captains Wattlez and Fahie, arid to the officers of

the staff, my warmest thanks and acknowledgments are due.
By a few of my personal staff my particular and marked acknowledgments are demanded

for the valuable and ready assistancein their different situations, to which I beg to call your

Excellency’s attention. To my brigade-major, the Hon. Mr, Speaker Burt, whoacted in his

situation on the leeward side of ‘the Island, I feel myself deeply indebted for the success of

my operations at the commencement ofmy command. The talent and ability evinced:by

the honourable gentleman in military tactics would be creditable to any of the profession.

His valuable assistance was not alone confined to his military knowledge; for without

taking into consideration the loss that might accrue to himself by the adoption of the plans

laid down forbringing the apprenticed labourers of his estate to a sense of their duty and

usual occupations, he at once entered into:‘them, and considering with me the necessity of

destroying the negro huts of those that were ‘absent, a. plan which hadpreviously been

adopted with success on another property, he cordially co-operated in the execution of it on

his own, which having the desired efféct of showing the gangs of the several estates the

consequence resulting to them by their absence,-they at once returned to their duty in

obedience to the laws; and the honourable gentleman now declares that he enjoys thead-

vantages and benefits arising out of his prompt and decisive co-o eration with me in

effecting your Excellency’s wishes. To Lieut.-colonel Woodcock, A.D. C. to your Excel-

lency, who acted as brigade-major on the windward side of the Island, I am also deeply

indebted for the valuable information and assistance he afforded me. By his talent and

knowledge in military correspondence, I was saved much time and trouble.’ I cannot speak

too highly of his activity and manner of carrying into effect my commands and arrange-

ments for the different movements; and his having, in-the capacity of captain of the gre-

nadier company of the Windward battalion, subdued the spirit o insubordination in the_

whole of the Cayon district, greatly accelerated the completion of your Excellency’s com-

mands. To Major Rawlins of the Leeward battalion of militia,Iam much indebted; and

it is a gratification to my feelings, and justice to that officer, to express to your Excellency

the high sense I entertain of his persevering and active exertions throughout the period of

insurrection, whose knowledge of the country and the individuals of the different estates

tended much to the beneficial results of the measures adopted.
_ To my A. D.C., Captain Burt, of the cavalry, and my secretary, Mr. James Caines, Ifeel.

much indebted, and to whomI wish to call your Excellency’s particular attention for their

uniform zeal, activity and assistance. :
- In conclusion,I take leave to notice the kind, hospitable and liberal conduct evinced by

the inhabitants of the Island to myself, my staff, and the troops under my commandduring
our.
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our progress through the Tsland in the discharge of a duty which your Excellency was
pleased to entrust to my execution.
 

Acting on the above Report, as well as on what partially fell under his own immediate
observation, the Governor solicits the acceptance, by theofficers particularized by the Bri-
gadier-general, especially by the Hon. G. H. Burt and Lieut.-colonel Woodcock, in the
capacity of majors of brigade, as well as by the officers and troops at large, of his Excel-
lency’s acknowledgments and commendation.
The Governor derives infinite satisfaction from the opportunity of thanking the Brigadier-

eneral himself, and of recording the high sense entertained by his Excellency of the pro-
Pesional ability and animated zeal displayed by that officer in carrying into effect the
military arrangements essential to the restorationof the public peace. ; .
To }udge-advocate General Piguenet, for the impartial, able and attentive discharge of

the functions of his important office, to the staff officers in personal attendance on the
Governor, Lieut.-colonels Wigley and Berkeley, aides-de-camp, and to the Fort-adjutant,
Lieutenant Taylor, his Excellency’s obligations are likewise acknowledged ; and in the Go-
yernor’s opinion the St. Christopher’s militia in general have faithfully performed their

duty. By command of His Excellency the Governor,
(signed) M. G. Taylor, Lieut. and Fort Adjutant.

 

Enclosure 15, in No. 207.

His Excellency the Governor to His Honour the President and Council.
On the 4th inst. it was formally intimated, by proclamation, that unless the apprenticed

labourers forthwith conformed to the ordinances passed for their government, martial law
would be employed, which, most of them disregarding every salutary warning, was there-
fore on the 6th instant proclaimed to be in force, until public order should be re-established.
This desirable object having been subsequently attained, and the original pledge of the
civil authorities and commanders of His Majesty’s naval and land forces, that all opposition
to the laws should be repressed, being thereby effectually redeemed, the governor is
happy in now congratulating your Honourable Board on the cessation of military rule.

owever much the late delusion of the working orders is to be deplored, it is consolatory
to reflect that their resistance has been so generally passive, as to have led but in one in-
stance to the loss of life; and as in many cases individually, and on certain estates collec-
tively, the regulations of the new system have been diligently observed, the Governor, on
whom the task of bringing the guilty to punishment has unavoidably devolved, trusts that
this consideration may serve the more readily to justify him in venturing to recommend that
the apprentices, who have proved pre-eminently loyal, should receive some legislatorial dis-
tinction, calculated at once to reward those persons, and to encourage others in emulating
their praiseworthy fidelity.
Your Honourable Board doubtless appreciates justly the valuable countenance and aid,

most opportunely afforded to the Colony, by Captain Strong of the Royal Navy, for whose
assiduous and unremitting co-operation at this critical season of the year, with the squadron
under his command, the obligations of the Executive cannot be too conspicuously expressed.
The exertions of Brigadier-general Brooke have been indefatigable and judiciously applied;

and it is gratifying to advert, not only to the spirited and efficient services rendered by His
Majesty’s officers and troops of the line, andof the Royal Marines, but likewise to the energy
and zeal exhibited by the militia of all ranks and arms, suddenly and unexpectedly called
upon to encounter unwonted duties, privations and fatigue.
The efforts alluded to, although of short duration, have served to show what may be done,

and in particular that the mountains of the interior are accessible. But in bidding-adieu,
for the present, to your Honourable Board, the Governor far from contemplating a renewal
of recent scenes, is anxiously disposed to entertain a more cheeringprospect, and to hope
that under the guidance of his Excellency the Lieut.-covernor, of the Council and Assembly,
and of the ministers of the Gospel, the prosperity of this Island will be preserved from fur-
ther interruption; and its labourers, wisely profiting by past experience, induced so to
comport themselves, as at no distant period, to become a reputable, industrious and con-
tented peasantry.

(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
St. Christopher’s, 19 Aug. 1834.

A similar address to the House of Assembly.

 

Enclosure 16, in No. 207.

Extract of REPORT to his Excellency the Governor from Brigadier-general Brooke,
dated 16 August 1834.

IT wave the honcur to report, for your Excellency’s information, that the movements of
yesterday have been attended with the most beneficial results. ;

he troops having assembled at their different positions along the foot of the mountains
278—II. on
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iT. CHRISTOPHER. on both sides of the Island, extended to their right and left, forming a chain of files at open

Enclosure 27;
in No. 207.

order, and in this manner proceeded to ascend and dislodge the runaway apprentices.
secreted therein; and although many difficulties were opposed to them in their ascent,
they so effectually succeeded in surmounting every obstacle, that they took prisoners, and
drove from the woods negroes who had never before been seen by their present proprietors,
and others who had been absent from estates three, four, five, and six years.
To show to your Excellency the impossibility of the apprenticed labourers at any time

holding out in opposition to. the laws and regulations of the Colony, by their considering
themselves secure in a retirement to the mountains, I beg leave here to mention to your
Excellency one fact, which reflects much to the credit of the officer and the men engaged
in the undertaking.

Having in my power a most determined and notorious runaway, I was anxious to make
use of his knowledge of the fastnesses of the mountains, and the haunts of others his com-
anions.

P I therefore directed an officer, of whom [ entertained a high opinion for his intelligence,
zeal, and determination, to take him as a guide into the mountains, for the purpose of his
pointing out where his companions were concealed.

Lieut, Griffin, of the grenadier company of the Windward battalion, with a subdivision
of his company, were selected for this duty.
They proceeded into the mountains at § Pp. M., and traversing them for some. hours, the

guide evidently playing them false, and making several attempts to escape, Lieut. Griffin
ordered his arms to be tied behind his back, which however proved to be unavailing, his
succeeding at length, from the darkness of the night, in escaping from the party.

Lieut. Griffin being resolved to repossess himself of his prisoner and guide, took every
measure in his power that thealmostinsurmountable ravines and obstacles presenting them-
selves to him in the mountain would admit, and followed up his pursuit with such determi-
nation and spirit, that he actually drove the culprit, who had escaped from him, to surrender
himself again into his power.

This one circumstance, as I before mentioned to your Excellency, shows the impossibi-
lity of escape, or that a retirement to the mountains at any time by the misguided appren-
tices for the purpose of opposing the laws can be attended with any success or advantages
to them when pursued by military.
Your Excellence ’s plans and directions for the putting down a most determined and

combined spirit of insubordination and opposition to the laws of the country on the part of
the apprenticed labourers of the Colony, and for restoring peace, prosperity and good feel-
ing to an Island never before known to suffer by the want of such blessings, have been
attended with such success and benefits to the Colony, heretofore unknown, and far beyond
the most sanguine hopes and expectations of the oldest proprietors and inhabitants of the
Colony, and who have throughout my progress been pleased to express to me those senti-
ments and their unbounded gratitude for the prompt and decisive measures adopted by
your Excellency in retrieving not only the unsullied character of a Colony proverbial for
its happiness, but for restoring to them the good will, services and affections of their
apprenticed labourers, who were led away from their duty by wicked and designing
ersons.

P Confidence has been restored to all classes by your Excellency’s proceedings, The sta-
bility of good order and obedience to the laws is insured. The apprenticed labourers have
seen and declared their error; and it has been shown, but too plainly to some, that:at any
moment the strong arm of military power, when other measures fail, can and will bring
them to a proper sense of their duty.
The contrition and sorrow evinced by the different gangs of apprenticed labourers for

their past misconduct upon my last visiting them, and the sincere promises made to me by
them for their future good behaviour and attention to their several duties and occupations,
induce me now, in their behalf, most humbly to beg your Excellency’s gracious pardon for
their late acts, and that those, who may be in confinement at present on the several estates
be permitted to return to their occupations when they express their determination to con-
tinue subservient to the law and obedient to their masters for the time to come.

Here I should beg leave to suggest to your Excellency, that on and after your gracious
pardon be granted, all proprietors, managers and overseers be cautioned against using any

arsh measures towards the apprenticed labourers on their estates (or those they may
have charge of) who have been in any manner implicated in the late rebellion; that the
proceedings of those misguided individuals be entirely forgotten; and in any case of mis-.
conduct hereafter reference be not made to those recent acts, which they have now 80
sincerely repented.

 

Enclosure 17, in No. 207.
St. Christopher’s. —

5 To His Excellency Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., &c. &e. Ke.
ir,

We, the members of His Majesty’s Council, cannot allow your Excellency to leave the
Island without again expressing our sincere thanks for the promptitude with which you
repaired to this part of your government, under the apprehension of disturbances among ing

abouring,



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 89

623

Jabouring classes, and for the active and judicious measures which you have so success- ST. CHRISTOPHER.

fully adopted to suppress them since their lamented occurrence.

(signed) Wm. G. Crooke, President.
G. D. Davis.
W. Wharton Rawlins.
Thomas Swanston.
C. Gillis Payne.
Robert Claxton.
H. Caines.

Council Chamber, 19 August 1834.

 

Enclosure 18, in No. 207.

Sir, Assembly Room, St. Christopher, 19 August 1834.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s two communications
of this date, addressed to the Speaker and House of Assembly, together with their several

enclosures; and I am instructed by the House to express to your Excellency the high

sense they entertain of the prompt and judicious measures pursued by you, whereby the

late rebellion of apprenticed labourers has been so happily quelled, and those deluded per-
sons induced to resume their labours.

I have, &e.

To his Excellency (signed) G. H. Burt, Speaker.
Sir E. J. M. MacGregor, Bart., &c. &c. &c.

 

— No. 208. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Government House, Antigua, 30 August 1834.

By His Majesty’s brig “‘ Despatch,” the report, ofwhich an extract is enclosed,
reached me from the Deputy Provost Marshal of St. Christopher’s, that officer,
whose duties furnish him with opportunities of acquiring accurate information,
having been called upon for an account of the late proceedings of the appren-
ticed labourers in that Island; and it will be observed that he does ‘not anti-
cipate the slightest recurrence of their refusal to work.”

Captain Daniell of the “‘ Despatch”? arrived yesterday at English Harbour,
having left St. Christopher’s on the 26th inst., and having visited Nevis and
Montserrat on his way hither. The apprentices at each of those Islands were
quite peaceable, and the Captain states that he believes “ no apprehension
existed on the part of the authorities of their acting otherwise.”

 

Enclosure in No. 208.

Extract of a REPORT from Charles Berkeley, Esq., Deputy Provost Marshal of
St. Christopher, to his Excellency Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. Governor,
&e. &c. Kc., dated 19 August 1834.

A NATURAL desire of unrestricted liberty no doubt had its effect in inducing many of the
negroes to remain absent from labour, even after they were convinced of the legality of the
apprenticeship system. This is to be deplored; but your Excellency will allow that an
astonishing degree of moral improvement was displayed by them, when your Excellency
bears in mind that not one single act of violence was committed by them.
“The example which has been made by the transportation of five to Bermuda, the severe

chastisement which so many have received, the destruction of their huts and little property,
and the astonishing activity of the regular troops, as well as the militia,particularly in the
general movement.imto the mountains, have so terrified and amazed the apprenticed, and
they are at the same time so thoroughly convinced that the apprentice system originated
in the mother country, and is sanctioned by the Crown, that I do not anticipate the slightest
recurrence of their refusal to work, and I am quite certain that every part of this Island is at
this mome~t in the utmost peace and tranquillity.
Permit me, in conclusion, to congratulate your Excellency on the speedy and happy ter-

mination of an excitement which but for your Excellency’s arrival in this Colony, and the
prompt and judicious measures adopted by your Excellency, might have led to much de-
struction of life and property.
278—II.
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— No. 209. —_—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor
Sir E. M. MacGregor.

Sir, Downing-street, 16th October 1834,
I wave the honour to acknowledge your Despatches of the 19th and 80th

August, and their several enclosures.
You will, I am sure, not misconstrue my motives, or for one moment consider

that I undervalue the zeal and ability which you have evinced in the acts of
your Government, when I wish to have before me some more full and detailed
accounts of the events which appeared to you and to the Privy Council of St.
Kitt’s to render it necessary to proclaim martial law in that Island. You are
aware that, with this single exception, all partial disturbances or acts of insu-
bordination which have occurred in His Majesty’s West-India Colonies have
been met and suppressed by the civil power ; and though I doubt not that the
grounds on which you asked the opinion of the Board on the 4th August with
respect, to the necessity of proclaiming martial law will, when more full
stated, appear conclusive, it is of the highest importance that this question
should be fully explained.
What I should be glad to learn from you therefore is, what acts of open

violence, affecting or threatening loss of property, had occurred before the 4th
of August, and whether all the efforts of the civil power had been made, and
found to be ineffectual, before the proclamation of the 5th was issued.

I do not conceive that recourse can be safely had to extreme remedies except
in extreme cases, and I should very much deprecate the existence of any belief
in the minds of His Majesty’s subjects in the West Indies that martial law
would be resorted to in any ordinary case of insubordination or refusal to work.
For these offences, serious as they must always be considered, the civil law
provides appropriate remedies, which have been employed in the other Colonies,
and have been employed effectually.

I have, &c.

(signed) 7. Spring Rice.

 

—No. 210.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor

Sir E. M. MacGregor.

Sir, Downing-street, 5 September 1834.

I nave received from Sir Lionel Smith a copy of your Despatch to him of

the 12th July, respecting the insubordination manifested by the negroes at St.

Christopher’s, and a communication has since reached me from Captain Strong

tO the Secretary of the Admiralty, with accounts of your arrival in that Colony,

and a copy of the Proclamation which you had issued. I take the earliest

opportunity of expressing my satisfaction at the promptitude and judgment

with which you have acted upon this occasion, and althoughI trust that before

ou receive this Despatch all present apprehensions from the state of the popu-

ation at St. Kitt’s will have ceased, yet I will not omit to say, that should it

be otherwise, I shall rely greatly upon your personal superintendence of the

measures taken in that Island, provided the circumstances of the other Islands

in your Government shall admit of your being present there.

I have, &c.

(signed) § T. Spring Rice.
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—No. 211. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 15 Sept. 1834.
I po myself the honour of forwarding transcripts of Acts for the Island of

St. Christopher’s, passed by the Council and Assembly of that Island: viz.

1. “ An Act for the Abolition ofSlavery in this Island, and for the establishment of a
System of Apprenticeship for a limited time in lieu thereof.”

. Ist Clause.
« All slaves duly registered, and on the Island, ‘above six years of age, shall, on the 1st

August 1834, become apprenticed labourers; slaves on the seas, or absent from the Island
against the will of their owners, shall be deemed to be within the Island for the purposes of
this law.”

2d Clause.
“ The person entitled to the slave will have a right to the services of the apprentice.”

3d Clause.

“ Preedial apprentices shall continue such until ist August 1840, and during that period

such labourerPPall work 48 hours in the week only.”

4th Clause.
“ Non-predial apprentice shall continue such until the ist August 1838.”

, , 5th Clause.
“ Subject to the before-mentioned obligations, all persons in the Colony shall, on the 1st

August 1834, become absolutely free.”

2. “ An Act for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Magistrates.”
“Special magistrate has exclusive jurisdiction in questions relating to employer and

labourer, not interfering with jurisdiction of superior courts.”
“ He is to visit once a fortnight, or oftener, every plantation in his district on which there

are 10 apprentices.” .
“ He is to keep a journal of all cases brought before him. He shall furnish the person

first in command, every three months, with a copy thereof. He is not to receive salary until
this be done. He shall take all complaints. Process to be issued by special magistrate, to
be exercised by police officers, and may be executed in any part of the Island, though
beyond his district.”

“ The special magistrate shall, after the Ist of July, have jurisdiction to hear and decide
on any complaint. Special magistrate may have a retrospective authority over offences com-
mitted before Ist August.” ‘‘ This Act may be altered in this present session.”

3. “ An Act to divide Apprenticed Labourers into several Classes.”
“ After the 1st day of July 1834, slaves shall be divided into three classes, predial

apprentices attached to the soil, predial apprentices not attached, and non-predial appren-
ticed labourers. No persons 12 years old or upwards to be included, unless for 12 months
before the 28th of August 1833 habitually employed in agriculture or in the manufacture of
colonial produce. Return of slaves to be made on the 1st July next, or within 10 days
after. Form of a return in schedule (A.) Returns may be amended up to the 5th August.
If registrar doubt the accuracy of any return, owner to attend him and substantiate return.
Registrar shall examine on oath the owner and the slave, and any other witnesses; and
shall confirm and correct any return, within 24 hours’ notice to the owner or slave of his
decision. Master or slave dissatisfied with such decision may, bypetition, appeal to the
Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, which are required to make all necessary rules
for the dispatch of such business. There shall be affixed to the entry of all slaves in the
registry, P. A., P. U., or N. P. Corrected slave registry, deposited in the secretary’s
office, to be conclusive in any dispute. Any person taking a false oath shall be liable to
the pains and penalties of perjury. Persons neglecting to make returns or to obey summons
of registrar, forfeit not less than 20s. nor more than 102.

nt i An Act to provide for Apprenticed Labourers during the time of their Apprentice-
ship.”
“ Certain clauses of the General Amelioration Law to be in force, for the benefit of all

apprentices, on the Ist of August next. Employer, with sanction of special magistrate, may
commute, with any labourer for allowances and clothing. Employer shall not be required
to furnish labourer with his weekly: allowance who receives tood as sick. Certificate of
any medical practitioner, under his hand, of any matter relating thereto, good evidence
before magistrate. Mode of recoveringpenalties.’

5. “ An Act for prescribing the Duties and regulating the Conduct of Apprenticed
Labourers within this Island.”
“ Predial apprentices to labour 45 hours in each week, and no longer. Not to be

employed on Sunday, except in watching and in tending stock, or in other works of neces-'
sity. N,onpredial apprentices to labour for their employers as free hired servants do: dis-
278—II. pute
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ST. CHRISTOPHER, pute on this subject referred to special magistrate; and non-predials not to work on
ete

‘extended toany apprentices, who, although not bound to wor

undays, save in the protection of property, or in other works of necessity and in domestic
‘services.”

“ All apprentices to conform to rules lawfully laid down for their governance by the per-
son entitled to their services. Labourers offending against above clauses, punished ag
special magistrate may direct, according to rules in this Act prescribed. Four last clauses

» may reside on the estate of
any person. To serve two extra hours or double the time of absence; such extra labour not
to exceed 15 hours in one week; but if such extra labour shall extend beyond seven years
after apprenticeship shall have expired.”-—“Adjudged a deserter, and confined to hard labour
for one week; and if a male, stripes, not exceeding 15, with a cat.”—“Adjudged a vagabond
and confined to hard labour for two weeks; and if a male, stripes, not exceeding 15, with
a cat.”—“ Adjudged a runaway, and confined to hard lubour one month; and if a male
stripes, not exceeding 30, with a cat. In addition, offender shall make satisfaction for time
of absence, and for time employed in hard labour, unless it be performed for benefit of
employer.”
eLabour in service of employer 15 hours in one week. Confinement, with hard labour

not exceeding one week: confinement, with hard labour, not exceeding one fortnight; and
if a male, stripes, not exceeding 20, with a cat. Extra labour, not exceeding 15 hours in
any one week, or confinement, with hard labour, for one month; or if a male, stripes, not
exceeding 30, with a cat. Special magistrate may adjudge offender to receive any two or
more of the last-mentioned punishments, in his discretion. On medical information that such
person is able to work, solitary confinement for any period not exceeding.24 hours of the
apprentice’s own time; and if a male,.in addition, stripes, not exceeding 30, with a cat,
Confinement, with hard labour, not exceeding six months; and ifa male, stripes, not exceed-
ing 39,with a cat. Females not to be whipped, but punished in the stocks, with a badge of
infamy; not to be kept in the stocks after sunset or before sunrise, nor more than eight hours
in one day, or six days for one offence, or two days consecutively for any offence, or under an
circumstances. All such stocks of one model, approved of by the officer administering the
government. Any personattempting to seduce apprentice from performance of lawful
services, or attempting to persuade him to neglect any work undertaken, or sheltering him
having so absconded, shall, on conviction, pay a fine not exceeding 202.3 and in default of
payment, be committed to gaol for any period not exceeding three months... Offender being an
apprenticed labourer, to undergo punishment imposed by this Act; nothing therein contained
to abridge right of apprentice to engage in the service of any person during the time allotted
to his own use by law. Apprentices cannot be arrested for debt, are ineligible as jurors or
militia~-men, or members of Assembly, churchwardens, coroners or vestrymen, or Voters at
election for any of the officesaforesaid; or justices. Act may be altered this session.”

6. “ An Act to preseribe the Duties to be performed by Employers towards their
Apprenticed Labourers, and to enforce the performance of the same.”

“ Any employer unlawfully protracting the weekly segvices of preedial apprentices, forfeits
is. for every such hour. A sufficient signal to regulate the hours. fo apprentice to
undertake task-work, except with free assent. Every contract for task-work to bein
writing ; such contracts not binding for more than 30 days, unless justice approves thereof.
Special justice to secure payment of the compensation stipulated for. Apprentice violating
the terms of such contract liable to the same penalties as prescribed for violation of duties
owingto employer. Married women and children above 12 years may contract. Any
violence upon person of apprentice punished by fine of 51, with imprisonment 14 days in
default of payment. One notice to be given of every complaint intended to be made.”

7. “An Act to regulate the removal of Predial Apprenticed Labourers from one Plan-
tation to another, to establish certain Rules to govern the Sale of the Services of all Classes
of Apprenticed Labourers, and the disposition thereof by Will, as well as to regulate the
Descent of the same in cases of Intestacy.”’.
“ The objects ofthis Act are fully disclosed in the title, and appear to require no expla-

nation.”
“No apprenticed. labourer shall be liable to removal. Preedial apprentices only to be

employed in the business of the estate to which they are attached, or on which they shall
have usually been employed previously to Ist August 1834. Interest of any employer in
the services of an apprentice shall be a chattel interest of personal estate, and be trans-
ferable by bargain, sale, gift, contract, conveyance and will, and be distributed in cases of
intestacy.”—“ Provided that husband and wife, parent and child, not to be separated, nor
preedial apprentice be removed from the soil to which he or she is attached; consent of one
or more special justices of the peace to be first had.”

8. “ An Act for dividing this Island into Districts, and for establishing a sufficient Police
within the same.” :

“ The Island is divided into three districts, each assigned to special magistrate, who.
shall reside within the same. Justice-room to be provided in each district, also a police
establishment and place of confinement; that waste lands of the Crown be thereunto appre
priated, and a committee directed to receive tenders for the purchase or rent of other lands
and buildings. The special magistrate shall in certain cases commit offenders to any place
of confinement. Special stipendiary magistrates shall sit in rotation every day in each
week, when not engaged in visiting the estates, from 11 to 2.0’clock. A penal gang shall
be established in each district. One sergeant and not more than nine‘ policemen ° be

employe
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employed at -each police establishment; and on each estate policemen from among the st,cHRISTOPHER.
apprentices to be nominated -by the employer, in the proportion of two for every 100.
Auxiliary constables for neglect of duty shall suffer punis ments herein specified for breach
of the duties prescribed for apprentices. After the passing of this Act, and before the
ist August, auxiliary, constables shall be sworn by theperson first in command. The
specialmagistrate shall suspend from office any policeman, subject to thedecision of the
officer administering the government. Penal gang may be ordered by the special magis-
trate to work on the provision grounds of the district. Special justice shall once in each
quarter make to the officer administering the government within this Colony a report of
condition of the police force, buildings, provision grounds, &c.”

9. “ An Act to punish Apprenticed Labourers for Offences against the Public Welfare.”
‘“‘ Three or more apprentices uniting together in anyriot, any justice shall order them to

disperse; if they refuse, a conspicuous signal to be exhibited as @ warning to ali persons to
disperse. After 10 minutes from the exhibition of such signal, all persons continuin:

resent shall, on conviction, be liable to imprisonment, with hard labour, for 12 months.
No apprentice shall reside beyond his district, unless withauthority of master; when that
is refused, special magistrate may, in his discretion, give such authority, &c. &c. &c.”

10. “An Act to regulate Dissolution of Apprenticeship by the voluntary Act of the
Employer, and to compel such Dissolution in cases where the Labourer is able and willing
to purchase his or her Discharge from Apprenticeship.” o. ;

“ Apprentices may be discharged by deed from apprenticeship. Any person so dis-
charged being 50 or upwards, or incapable to earn his subsistence, to be supported and
maintained by persons discharging him; such deed to be recorded in the registrar’s office
within one month, otherwise void. Proceedings necessary before special magistrate, when
employer is unwilling or unable to execute a discharge of the apprentice, or to be settled by
valuation.”

I have, &c.
(signed) £. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

—No. 212, —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Niron to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher’s, Government House, 6 Oct. 1834.

Conczivine you would be anxious to learn the state of this Colony since
the great change which has taken place in the condition of the negro popula-
tion, I take the liberty of reporting to you, that the negroes are generally now
very tranquil, and work well under the new system of apprenticeship, although
there are several estates where the apprentices manifest a sulky disposition, and
do little work; but Iam in great hopes that this disposition will be changed
when a better understanding takes place between the labourers and their con-
ductors, which no doubt will be the case when their relative duties are better
defined.

At present there exists a jealousy between some of the managers or overseers
on estates and the workpeople, the former not recollecting that slavery no longer
exists, and the latter forgetting themselves, and behaving in a very insolent and
provoking manner towards their superiors, but I have very little doubt that in a
short time, if the stipendiary magistrates arrive from “ngland and pursue a
straightforward course, everything will work well. The negro character is
that of being very suspicious, and I am convinced that not one in 50 could be
persuaded that the special magistrates appointed from amongst the resident
Proprietors or planters in the Island would do them justice, and perhaps in
Some instances they may be correct, as special magistrates appointed from
amongst the planters may not take an impartial view of what they might con-
ceive would militate against their interest.

It is a matter much to be regretted that the Legislature of this Colony has
not defined the hour for work. Numerous estates preter working their people
nine hours per day for five days, giving the Saturday to the negroes; other
estates insist upon the labourers working every day for 74 hours, by whichmeans the apprentices are deprived of the Saturday to go to market with their
produce for sale, or to work for the maintenance of their children under. six
years of age: this system is very vexatious, and particularly inconvenient to
the apprentices.

I see little or no likelihood of inducing the Assembly, who are chiefly com-
posed of agriculturists, to correct this evil, as it takes from the planter or his
278—IT. agent
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ST: CHRISTOPHER. agent the power of punishing their labourers for offences, real or imaginary, at

No. 213.

No. 214.

No, @15.

Enclosure in
No. 215.

his own discretion, by depriving him of his Saturday ; a power I should think
much better vested in the hands of the special magistrate.

 

— No. 213.—

Extractof a DESPATCH from Lieut.-governor Nizon to Governor Sir
E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,-dated Government House, St. Christopher,
1 Nov. 1834. ,

I am happy to report to you that I hear of very few complaints being made
against the apprenticed negroes. They are going on very quietly, and, with
very few exceptions, the gangs work as well as could be expected.
The Island is healthy, and there is a great prospect of very good crops the

next year.

 

—No. 214.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-governor Nizon to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher’s, Government House, 18 Nov. 1834,

Ir gives me sincere pleasure in stating that the apprenticeship system goes
on far better than I believe any one anticipated. The negroes are in general
very quiet, and, with very few exceptions, work well; numerous planters say
that they get as much work done under the new system as ever they did
during the existence of slavery, and some gentlemen (a good many) go so far
as to say they get more. As yet it is but a short time since the emancipation
took place, and the apprentices do not yet know the advantages they may
derive from industry, which no doubt will soon present themselves to them.

 

—No. 215.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 22 Nov. 1834.
Tue enclosed reply to your circular letter of the 30th September is.

forwarded at the request of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor of St.
Christopher’s.

T have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 215.

St. Christopher.

Sir, Government House, 18 November 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular Despatch of the 30th
September 1834, calling for my opinion in relation to the effects which free labour and the
apprenticeship of the negroes is likely to produce, and to other matters therein mentioned.

As these points require due consideration, it will take some time to acquire the informa-

tion calledfr, but.1 will immediately turn my thoughts to this important task, and reply

fully to your questions. In the meantime it gives me sincere pleasure in stating that the

apprenticeship system goes on far better than I believe any one anticipated. The negroes

are in general very quiet, and, with very few exceptions, work well. Numerous planters say
that they get as much work done under the new system as ever they did during the exist-

ence of slavery, and some gentlemen (a good many) go so far as to say that they get more.
As yet it is but a short time since the emancipation took place, and the apprentices do not

yet know the advantages they may derive from industry, which no doubt will soon present

themselves to them.
Thave,&c

- The Right Hon. T. Spring Rice, (signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.
&e. &e. &e.
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—No. 216. —

Cory of 2 DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 1 January 1835.
As you desire to obtain a more ample insight into the causes that led to the

late Proclamation of martial law in St. Christopher’s, it may not be irrelevant
to recapitulate some of the particulars already conveyed to you, when your
Despatch of the 16th of October, demanding additional information, reached
me on the 26th November.
The circumstances that occasioned recourse to martial Jaw were most co-

piously explained in statements, to which your recollection is now respectfully
recalled, from the following gentlemen.

In a report, under date the 3d of August, Mr. Solicitor-general Claxton
observed, ‘“ There is little doubt that emissaries have been sent from the leading
gangs to the others, for the purpose of confirming them in their determination
to strike work after the 1st of August, and that the well-disposed and irreso-
lute have been threatened with violence to their persons and destruction to
their property if they pursued a different course.”

Another barrister, Mr. Piguenet, Judge-advocate of Militia, on the 19th of
August, after noticing ‘ the various threats of burning and poisoning which
were, long antecedently to the 1st ofAugust, held out by the negroes,” said, ‘it
is to be hoped that the late examples, which have been so necessarily made,
and the prompt assistance afforded by your Excellency, will have the desired
effect.”

Mr. Berkeley, Deputy Provost-marshal, in a letter of the 19th of August,
stated, ‘‘ Permit me, in conclusion, to congratulate your Excellency on the
speedy and happy termination of an excitement which, but for your Excel-
lency’s arrival in this ‘Colony, and the prompt and judicious measures adopted
by your Excellency, might have led to much destruction of life and property.”

n the 13th of August, the Reverend D. G. Davis treated of “the causes of
the late unfortunate disturbances,” and expressed the hope, that ‘as miscon-
ception has now been corrected, and delusion dissipated by the presence and
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active exertions of your Excellency, and the co-vperation of His Majesty’s ©
land and naval forces, and by other means, a discreet and temperate conduct
on the part of those having the management of estates will soon restore quiet
among the labourers, and harmony between them and their employers.”

In recording, on the 17th of August, his. opinion as to ‘ the probable causes
of the late rebellion, or insurrectionary movements of the slave population,”
the Reverend David Bigler, of the Moravian persuasion, remarked, “ We
rejoice too that, by the able and indefatigable exertions of your Excellency and
those under your command, peace and order seem to be restored.”
The representations from these reverend clergymen are corroborated ‘in

another, of the 18th ofAugust, by the Reverend Mr. Cox, Wesleyan missionary,
on the “causes of the late unhappy commotions amongst the apprenticed
labourers,” after detailing which at great length, he continued, “ I cannot
conclude without taking leave to express to your Excellency the abundant
satisfaction which I, in common with very many in this community, have felt. in
your Excellency’s presence and government at this important juncture, and in
the wisdom, promptitude and success of the measures which your Excellency
has‘adopted to effect the restoration of our tranquillity, and my gratitude to
Almighty God, and to your Excellency too, for the accomplishment of that
‘object without the effusion of blood, except in one solitary instance ; and most
sincerely do J pray, from a firm conviction of its importance, founded on an
attentive examination of your Excellency’s measures, that these Islands may
long be favoured with the benefit of your Excellency’s liberal and enlightened
administration.”

These papers embrace the period connected with the disturbances, both
anterior to and pending my residence in St. Christopher’s. You were also
apprised of the intercourse between the Legislatures of that Colony, of the
Virgin Islands,‘ Montserrat and Nevis, and myself, and of the thanks they
aSyectively for my “timely” visits to them, after quitting Antigua, on

—II, the
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the 20th of July.; of my Proclamation of that date, in St. Christopher’s, warning
‘* all persons amenable to the law of apprenticeship to be submissive and obe.
dient to the same, as they will answer to the contrary at their peril ;” of the
declaration of that Legislature; of my resolution “to repress by the strong
arm of power, if requisite, all opposition to.the laws ;” of my Proclamation
directing the Ist of August to be held as a day of public thanksgiving; of
the proceedings of the Privy Council of the 4th of August, pronouncing that
‘‘ if the present measures failed, it would be advisable to proclaim martial law ;”
of my Proclamations of the 5th of August, one offering rewards for the dis.
covery of persons “ employed in misleading the labouring classes of this Island,
and inducing them to offer a combined resistance to the operation of the pro-
visions of the Act passed for the Abolition of Slavery, &c.,” and the other
advising the working classes, unless they conform to the laws, &c. “as it is
theirduty to do,” that “martial law will be proclaimed, and that it will continue
in force until they shall be reduced to obedience ;” of my Proclamation of the
6th of August, declaring martial law actually in force; of a circular, of the
9th. of August, from the Fort-adjutant, conveying my authority for sendirig
confidential persons ‘to the runaways still out, informing them that, should
theybe at work on Monday morning, no notice will be taken of their conduct
during the present week ;” of my Proclamation of the 18th of August, discon-
tinuing martial law; of the general orders issued to His Majesty’s troops and
to the militia; and of the messages between the Legislature and myself; the
Council expressing “ sincere thanks for the promptitude with which you have
repaired to this part of your Government, under the apprehension of dis.
turbances amongst the labouring classes, and for the active and judicious
measures which you have so successfully adopted to suppress them since their
lamented occurrence,”’ and the Assembly “the high sense they entertain of
theprompt and judicious measures pursued by you, whereby the late rebellion
of apprenticed labourers has been so. happily quelled, and those deluded
persons induced to resume their labours.”

With the united testimony under your review of His Majesty’s Privy
Council, of the Legislative Council, of the House of Assembly, of the Crown
and Colonial law officers, and of the ministers of peace, who all agree either
in counselling, or. in commending my measures as judicious, -it certainly did
not occur to me to anticipate that you might be led to regard those very mea-
sures as having served in reality impropevly to substitute, in St. Christopher's,
military in the room of civil law; but 24 it may be desirable to revert to them
hereafter, I beg leave in this place to remind you of the pressing instances
made to me by the Lieut.-governor, the Werrcil and Assembly, for “an
increase of military force.” ‘Lhe Board and House being unable to “ enume-
rate the many instances of insubordination, riot u..4 irsults which have been
lately evinced by the slaves in this Island,” and the Lieut.-governor soliciting
me to ‘move the Commander of the Forces to send at least three more com-
panies for the protection of the lives and properties of the inhabitants, which
aré in such immediate danger,”’ and likewise of my consequent application to
his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith.
Having premised thus much,. and in compliance with your wish to have

before you ‘a more full and detailed account of the events which appeared to
me and the Privy Council of St. Kitt’s to tender it necessary that martial
law should be proclaimed in that Island,”I have written (pursuant to the design
notified in my Despatch of the 29th November) to the authorities there,
copies of whose communications will be found in the enclosure marked (A),
whence it may be convenient to insert certain extracts.
as a military and civil lawyer, the Judge Advocate-general, Mr. Piguenet,

declares, in reference to the disturbances, that * the efforts of the civil
power to overcome the resistance of the labouring population were in-
effectual ;” that “the evil increased daily, property was sacrificed, and
eventually, after great forbearance, your Excellency proclaimed martial law
according to the laws of this Island ;” but for these measures adopted by your
Excellency, “ I think the Colony would have been ruined, and for the mild
but determined conduct of your Excellency during that period, you are en-
titled to the gratitude of every class of persons within this Colony.”
Upon the same subject Mr. Burt, Speaker of the present as well as of

the late Assembly, avows his: regret “that doubts should -be entertained
, 0
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of the expediency of a measure, to the timely adoption of which, in the
general opinion of all who are witnesses to the then insubordinate spirit and
turbulency of the negro population, is the present quiet state of this Colony
solely attributed ;” “that their intentions were to have destroyed the works
on the estates, and that the passive resistance that took place was in con-
sequence of the measure taken by your Excellency, particularly the appear-
ance of the large naval force, a measure, in my opinion, rendered unavoid-
able, on account of the total inadequacy of the civil power ;” and that * the
adoption of that measure, from a full conviction of its having saved this Colony
from anarchy and confusion, met the ready concurrence and warm appro-
bation of the House of Assembly, while the firm, yet mild and lenient exercise
of its powers by your Excellency, at atime of such general excitement and
alarm, entitle you to the thanks of. the landed proprietor, and the benedictions
ofthe apprenticed labourer.”
The newly elected House of Assembly, in an address recently presented,

assert, after expressing ‘‘the grateful feelings we entertain for the judicious
and prompt conduct by which your Excellency restored order to this commu-
nity in August last, by suppressing a dangerous revolt,” that ‘the ordinary
process of the law was unequal to the prevention, or the adequate punishment
of offences, till then happily unknown in our peaceful community, and there-
fore unprovided for by the recent necessary enactments.” ‘The proclamation
of martial law placed in your Excellency’s possession a powerful.but a necessary
authority, and the moderation with which it was exercised, while it afforded
the means of protection of property, equally precluded the commission ofcrime,
and the necessity of its punishment.” ‘ You have therefore, Sir, the consoling
reflection, that while your measures were characterized by prudence and
firmness, they were also tempered by mercy.”
The Board of Council, ‘*in compliance with the requisition of his Excellency

the Governor in Chief, submit the reasons which induced them as members of
His Majesty’s Privy Council to advise the proclamation of martial law on the
6th of August last.”” They state, “ that emissaries from the leading and more
powerful gangs were constantly on the alert to intimidate the irresolute and to
confirm the wavering, and that destruction to their property, and loss of life to
themselves, were threatened as the result of obedience to the new law;” and
in alluding to the disturbances in the other Colonies, they observe, “in this
Colony the conduct of the apprentices was widely different ;” that “ evidence
was obtained that in the Nicolay Town Quarter it was intended to resort to
the use of fire, if continued efforts were made to compel labour;” adding, “ this
Board, at the important crisis under consideration, felt that they could con-
fidently entrust to the distinguished officer who held the supreme command of
the civil and military force of the Island the power with which military law
would invest him, and that in the discharge of his important and responsible
duties, mercy would abundantly temper justice.” “The judicious and deter-
mined measures adopted by his Excellency, the perfect restoration to peace
and good order, which were their early results, the consequent immediate sus-
pension of military punishments, the circumstance of only one life having been
forfeited to the insulted peace of the community, fully vindicate the measure
advised by this Board, even if it was not completely warranted by the 53d
clause of our Militia Law, which authorizes the proclamation of martial law by
theperson first in command in this Island, in case of actual or visibly approach-
ing danger.”
_ Lhe Honourable Robert Claxton, member of Council and Solicitor-general
in St. Christopher’s, remarks, “ I was fully impressed with the opinion expressed
by the Colonial Secretary of State that martial law, as an extreme remedy,
could not be safely resorted to except in extreme cases; but at the timereferred to, the civil power was proved to be unequal to the restoration ofobedience on the part of the apprenticed Jabourers of the Island to the lawsof the Imperial Parliament.” «The colonial law of this Island authorizes the
Proclamation of martial law by the person first in command, in case of actual
or visibly approaching danger; if ever an occasion can be considered to comewithin the meaning of that clause, it was the crisis under consideration.” “Ifelt myself therefore imperatively called upon, in a case of such extreme dan-
ger to the interests of this Island, and with a full consideration of the realwelfare of the unfortunate and deluded delinquents, to advise the measure,
which was so successful, and at the same time so merciful in its results.”
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ST, CHRISTOPHER.

Nos. 3 & 4,
18 December 1834.

Nos. 5 & 6,
21 & 20 Dec. 1834.

No. 7,
20 December 1834,

631



632

3T. CHRISTOPHER.
—tee

Nos. 1 & 2,
2 August 1834.

Nos. 3 & 4,
4 August 1834.

Nos.5 & 6,
4 August 1834,

Nos. 7 & 8,
4 August 1834.

Nos. 9, 10 & 1),
4 August 1834.

No. 12,
4 August 1834.

No. 13;
4 August 1834.

No. 14,
4 August 1834.

No. 15,
4 August 1834.

No. 16,
4 August 1834.

No. 17,
4 August 1834.

No. 18,
5 August 1834.

No. 19,
§ August 1834.

98 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

The public functionaries in St. Christopher's thus defending, on account of
the inadequacy of the civil power to cope with the disaffected, and on the

ground of the legal institutions of that Island, the soundness of the advice
given to me by the Privy Council for the proclamation of martial law, my

motives for acting on that recommendation came next to be assigned.

It is set forth in the Report of the Privy Council that “despatches were
hourly received by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, from the magistrates,
declaring the inefficiency to enforce obedience to the law; from the planters
generally, stating the perishing condition of their stock, and earnestly praying

for some decided measures to remedy the existing evils.” If besides the

excuse derivable from the reliance reposed ,by me on the weight which I
imagined would attach to the concurrent evidence’ of the best judges on the

spot,. further apology is wanting for my having formerly withheld those docu-

ments, it will be abundantly supplied on reference to those financial arrange-
ments of His Majesty’s Government, whereby, owing to the absence of suitable
staff and other official assistance, a Governor in my predicament, with six
separate Colonial Legislatures to deal with, is most effectually deterred from
voluntarily encountering any correspondence apparently superfluous.

Thirty-one of those communications adverted to will, however, appear copied

in Enclosure (B.), 30 of which were conveyed to me between the 2d of August,

the day of my return to St. Christopher’s after repairing to the other Islands,
and the 6th of that month, their substance being as follows :

It is to be collected from the Lieut.-governor’s letter and its enclosure, that

the apprentices on twelve estates had refused to work, and that there was a

“* combination among them.”
The Lieut.-governor presumes orders will be given “to Mr. Fahie respecting

his calling on the militia, or regular military force ;” and Mr. Special Magistrate
Fahie, although he has “heard of no violence or outrage,” mentions’ that “the
whole district is in a state of resistance to the authority of the masters and

managers,” and that the negroes upon seven estates, which he specifies,

“refused to turn out to their work.”
The Lieut.-governor forwards a letter from Mr. Semper, entreating his

Excellency “to take such measures as may best seem meet.”

The Lieut.-governor encloses a report, showing that the greater part of the

apprentices on six estates “ have lefi off work.”

The Lieut.-governor transmits reports from Mr. Parsons and Mr. Caines to

the same effect, respecting four estates, saying the strike in the neighbourhood

is “ universal,” or ‘very general ;” Dr. Caines remarking, “if some prompt

measures are not taken, we shall materially suffer, by the starvation of our

horses, cattle, &c.”
Mr. Hazell, of Conoly’s estate, mentions, ‘there being no provender pro-

vided for the stock, I have been under the necessity of directing the overseer

to appropriate a piece of cane sprouts for that purpose. On my leaving,

the whole gang, I am informed, quitted the estate.”
The negroes on two estates, amounting to “ 360,” Mr. Whitford reports, had

“refused to obey his orders,’’ &c.
On Stapleton’s, Mr. Davy states, the negroes declared, “ they would submit

to any punishment rather than perform their accustomed work without

wages,” one saying “ they would prefer being shot.”
On Mardenborough’s estate, Mr. Mardenborough says, the apprenticed labour-

ers bid “defiance to the Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of

Slavery; and that the cattle and other stock must inevitably perish unless

immediate and proper measures be adopted to compel them to labour.”

Mr. Demming states, that the apprenticed labourers on Lucas’s estate will

“not work without wages.”
The apprenticed labourers on the Godwin estate, “in number about 220,”

Mr. Edwin observes, “had not turned out to work,” adding, that “thecattle

and other stock, after having been neglected for three days, must suffer

greatly.”
Mr. Wilson affirms, that, amongst others, on the Grange, Woodley’s and

Beauriyeau’s estates, * there are nearly 800 people, and all in a riotous way,”

and that those of the latter “are nearly all gone to the mountains.”

After «the most turbulent and rebellious resistance,” Mr. Fahie reports that

he succeeded “in securing some of those pointed out as ringleaders,” on
Gillis
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Gillis Payne’s estate, and that “ the rest of the negroes brought into the yard sr. cHRIsTOPHER.
their hoes, and left them there.”
The same gentleman states, that the apprentices of Blake’s estate “refuse to

work,” and “the district,” he understands, “remains in the same disturbed
state it was in yesterday.”
Mr. Williamson says, that with ‘auxiliary constables, policemen and ordi-

nary constables,” he ordered “ three individuals on Huskinson’s estate to
receive 50 lashes each;” and it appears from the enclosure he adverts to,
that the gang “all cut off their hoes, and brought them to the door of the
dwelling” of the director of the estate.

Messrs. Wilson and Crawford, special magistrates, suggest ‘ the necessity of
establishing a system under which a severe example might be made on the
spot of those negroes that have been taken into custody; as we are thoroughly
convinced that nothing short of such a measure will save the Colony trom
ruin.”

Messrs. Dawson and Bond represent that the apprentices have ceased to
work on the “ Wells” and ** Golden Rock”? estates.

Mr. Stevens, of the militia, and a manager, remarks, ‘ My brother officers
as well as myself consider that the most prompt measures are necessary to put
down this state of insubordination and secure the safety of the district. Un-
less this is immediately done, I cannot answer for the consequences.” And,
alluding to the flight of Beauriyeau’s gang to the mountains on a signal, ‘‘on
seeing the -auxiliary constables advance,” he adds, ‘this agrees with the
information I gave your Excellency at my last interview, of their intention to
set fire to the buildings and canes, and fly to the mountains; the former of
which, in my opinion, has been prevented only by the heavy rains which fell
during the last three days.’”

After enumerating several gangs retired to the mountains, Mr. Stephens
says, ‘“ Woodley’s estate negroes have not yet been at work, and declare
they will resist any police force that may be sent to take them;” and “ Mr.
Wilson, of Greenhill, informed me this morning, that in searching the lock-up
room on that estate, in which refractory negroes are confined, he found there
pieces of touchwood bound up and wrapped in tar.”

Mr. Wilson, justice of the peace, mentions that the negroes on several
estates have * gone to the mountains.”

Dr. Cains, Member of Council, and seven other gentlemen, assert, that
“all steps taken by the civil authorities to induce or force the apprentices to
work have entirely failed; and unless some prompt and effectual measures are
resorted to, the entire destruction of our properties must shortly ensue.”
On the Fountain estate, and in St. Peter’s parish, Mr. Favy complains that

the negroes “ had not turned out.”
Mr. Philips communicates, for the Lieutenant-governor’s information, that

“some secret understanding exists between those negroes who have absented
themselves and those who remain on their estates ;” and that “some plot has
been planning for the subversion of His Majesty’s laws in this Colony long
before the Ist of August ;”? and further, “I have two men here in whom I can
place confidence, but what are two, or more people, against an infuriated mob?
I should therefore deem it expedient to appoint a certain number of regular
troops, not only to protect the signal posts, but also those negroes. who are
loyally disposed, and to awe those into obedience who might be otherwise.
Of the latter, I fear, there are too many among those who wearadifferent
appearance.” -
The materials to be gathered from the above appeals and other representa-

tions, with those previously sent home, present an answer in the affirmative to
your inquiry, ‘‘ Whether every effort of the civil power had been made, and
had proved ineffectual, before the proclamation of the 6th (not of the 5th) of
August was issued ;” and as you require to know “ what act of open violence
affecting or threatening life or property had occurred’? before that day, I must
upon this head also turn to the same sources of intelligence, quoting, besides,
another passage of Lieutenant-governor Nixon’s Despatch of the 10th of July,
detailing his having been grossly insulted in a progress through several
estates, undertaken with the view of expostulating with the negroes; and
relating that they declared “ their resolution to resist, and not to work after
the Ist of August without wages;” and that “they hooted, and, in some
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ST. CHRISTOPHER. instances, threw banana husks” at his Excellency; that “at one place it
was contemplated to cut his horses’ throats and break his carriage ;” that “ the
overlooker of an estate was most roughly handled” in his Excellency’s « pre-
sence, and probably would have been murdered, had not two ofthe most active
of the rioters been seized and sent to gaol;” and that “as yet we have no
olice.”

P The very abstraction by the apprentices of those hours of their labour de-
voted by the Imperial Parliament to the service of their employers, openly
injured the property of the latter, exposed their lands to waste, and their live
stock to starvation ; and when the negroes, while in the plain, endeavoured to
commit murder in sight of the officer administering the Government, it wag

- impossible to foretell into what outrages they might not have been urged b:
the emissaries said to be busied in luring themfrom.their homes, had they been
left at liberty to mature their machinations under cover of the hills and woods,
where they secreted themselves in concert, or illegally deserting their usual
places of abode.
You are pleased to “deprecate the existence of a belief, on the part of His

Majesty’s West Indian subjects, that martial law could be resorted to” on com-
mon occasions; but His Majesty’s West Indian subjects are not liable to be
misled by me on a matter of so much consequence, concerning which their con-
clusions are naturally regulated by the usages and legal enactments of their
several Colonies, as confirmed in each under the sanction of the King.

In Antigua, for instance, it has from time immemorial been customary to
proclaim martial law during the Christmas holidays; and in evidence of this
fact, a newspaper is enclosed (C.), in which the discontinuance of the practice
in the present year is thus promulgated: .

«“ Thanks to the Governor,we have at last seen a Christmas pass without
the nuisance of a civic guard. His Excellency himself expressed his con-
viction of the absence of all necessity for the proclamation of martial law. All
who would have been harnessed for the duty are much obliged for his con.
sideration; and the event has proved the soundness of his judgment.”

Although martial law is a branch of the Royal Prerogative scarcely to be
exercised within the United Kingdom, except in the event of invasion or actual
rebellion, the position of Great Britain and that of her Colonies in this
respect bear no sort of analogy to each other; the parent state havingalarge
standing army and other powerful resources at its immediate command, and
the numerical disproportion of its higher and lower orders being totally dis-
similar to that prevailing between the like classes in the West Indies, where
the number of persons possessing property is as nothing to that of the labour-
ing population.

In the laws of St. Christopher’s, No. 509, it is provided:
‘< 46. And be it further enacted, that the Captain-general, or person first in

command in this Island, in case of actual or approaching danger, shall order
alarms to be fixed.”

“‘ 48. That no alarm shall continue in force longer than seven days without
the consent of the Council and Assembly of this Island: provided always, that
it shall and may be lawful for the Captain-general or Commander-in-Chief of
this Island for the time being, on receiving information or intelligence of any
intended attack or descent upon this Island, or of probable or existing internal
commotion or insurrection, to order and continue the alarm at his own dis-
cretion.”

“© 53, That the Captain-general or person first in command in this Island
may, in case of actual or visibly approaching danger, proclaim matial law in
force, during the continuance of which, all persons in this Island shall be sub-
ject to the same.” .

It is, therefore, established, that as Governor of St. Christopher’s, it was
imperative on me, under the constitution of that Island, not to slumber in
inactivity while danger ripened; but, ifpracticable, to guard against its actual
arrival, by publishing martial law on discerning merely its visible approach.
-But on revising my Despatch to Sir Lionel Smith of the 12th of July,

imparting to his Excellency the requisition from the Lieutenant-governor an
Legislature of St. Christopher’s for a reinforcement of troops, you may per-
ceive that my more comprehensive obligations in the capacity of Governor of
the Leeward Islands and of Dominica were forcibly impressed upon mymind,

is
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his Excellency being thereby apprized of my opinion, that * under all circum-
stances, it would therefore seem imprudent to risk a further diminution of the
force in Antigua, than by the employment of a company on any temporary
detached service; but should the labourers of St. Christopher’s after the Ist
of August absolutely refuse to work in the character of apprentices, it is
‘obviously of the first importance that the difficulty should be instantly grappled
‘with and overcome, not only with the view of restoring public order in that
Colony, but of obviating the still more serious evils likely to arise should the
resistance to. lawful authority be successful for such a period as to admit of
the contagion spreading to the neighbouring possessions of the Crown.”
That my apprehension ofthis sort of combination was not fallacious, may be

ascertained on inspecting the enclosure (D.), as its accuracy is thereby shown to
be sustained by functionaries of the highest station and local experience within
the Leeward Island Government.
Mr. Isaacs, President of the Virgin Islands, declares, ‘that no doubt what-

ever remains on my mind of the effect which the prompt and decisive measures
adopted to check the late disturbances at St. Christopher’s,’ and to restore the
working classes of that Island to a proper degree of subordination, had on the
same description of persons in this and the other Virgin Islands, in preventing
their resorting to conduct ofa similar nature, which, &c. was strongly indicated
to be in contemplation.”

Mr. President Maynard, of Nevis, portrays the results that would have
ensued, in his estimation, from a different conduct, ending in a “total dis-
organization ofsociety ;” and subjoins, ‘that your Excellency’s measures in
St. Christopher’s prevented the occurrence in Nevis of the consequences
I have specified, I am, after a full and careful revision of the circumstances of
that period, thoroughly satisfied.”
The President of Montserrat, Mr. Hamilton, says, “without the aid of the

military, the disturbances in August could not have been suppressed;” and
“for the subsequent continuance of good order, we are, in my opinion, largely
indebted to the decisive measures adopted by your Excellency in St. Kitt’s.”
The Lieuteuant-governor of Dominica, his Excellency Sir Charles Schom-

berg, states, ‘It was officially reported to me that the watchword or catch
expression was, ‘ We free; no bind; no work, as in St. Christopher’s;’” and

I therefore come to the conclusion, that had the disturbances in St. Chris-
topher’s, instead of being treated as an extreme case and rapidly subdued by
military means, been left, as in an ordinary instance of insubordination or
refusal to work, to the operation of the civil law, the natural irritability of the
French negroes, and the inherent volatility of their character, would in all pro-
bability have been encouraged by so dangerous an example of delay, and
would have produced most lamentable results in the Island of Dominica,
a country whose natural strength is such, that a handful of men in the fast-
nesses of the mountains could with ease maintain themselves against the
utmost European force that could possibly be brought against them at that
season.”
Mr. Lockhart, the President now administering the Government of Do-

minica, states, that “the working classes in this Island were influenced by the
prompt measures adopted by your Excellency in subduing the disturbances in
St. Kitt’s; and I am strongly of opinion, that if the matter had been left to
the operation of the civil law, the effect would not have been such as it has
been ;” and likewise that “movements in one Island are soon known in
another by the labourers: and any disturbance, not immediately checked in
one, seldom fails to give trouble in the other.”
The satisfaction signified in your Despatch of the 16th October, (St. Kitt’s,)

in allusion to the sentiments of the President of Nevis, who attributed to “ the
prompt and energetic measures” pursued in St. Christopher’s, the maintenance
of tranquillity within his own Presidency, will not be diminished, I would
willingly flatter myself, on your witnessing the manifestation towards me of
similar cordiality and good. “ feeling,” not only as renewed by himself, but as
also cherished by the Lieutenant-governor of Dominica and the Presidents of
that Colony, of the Virgin Islands, and of Montserrat.
As you have assumed that I am “aware that, with this single exception, all

partial disturbances or acts of insubordination which have occurred in His
Majesty’s West Indian Colonies have been met and suppressed by the civil

— 272—I1, power,”
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power,” it is proper to assure you that no such circumstance was consistent
with my knowledge; but (Enclosure E, 1,) it will be seen that I have applied
to Sir Lionel Smith in the following terms upon the subject: “As your
Excellency enjoys better opportunities of acquaintance with transactions in the
other Colonies, may I take the liberty of requesting to be informed whether
any disturbance of the like nature, equally serious, and involving equall
important consequences in its issue as that subdued in St. Christopher's, hag
been put down by the civil power alone in any of the Islands under your
Excellency’s superintendence as Governor-in-Chief, or within the still wider
range of your military command.”

In answer, (Enclosure E, 2,) his Excellency remarks, ‘the only instance,
even of partial disturbance, in the Windward Government was at Grenada.
There thé negroes of one or two contiguous estates declared against appren.
ticeship, and that they would not work. The magistrates, well knowing their
own inefficiency, immediately called for military aid, and a company of the 1st
West India regiment seized the principals, and restored order. Had this been
neglected or slowly executed, depending on the civil authority, and waiting
for actual mischief to warrant the call for troops, as in countries where all the
inhabitants are protected by similar or equal laws, a combination, presuming
on the weakness or fears of Government, would have spread over the Island,
and created general resistance.”

“ From Trinidad I was called upon for more troops. The negroes, ina state
of ignorance, deserted the estates and flocked to the capital, but I never heard
that they committed violence; and the Lieutenant-governor soon found him-
self strong enough to maintain the laws with the means he had.”
“In Demerara, the Lieutenant-governor, a military officer, reported the

movement and use of three companies of the line to put down a combination
of negroes.” .
“There is every reason to believe that this bad spirit was not general in

these Colonies; and the two latter being Crown Colonies, it is very likely the
civil authorities had more strength than in those Colonies which maintained no
police establishments on a scale to control the negro population in a general
state of resistance. Where such was the case, I should be of opinion military
law was unavoidable.”
From this statement it is to be deduced, in the only Island of the Windward

Government where a slight commotion arose, and in Demerara, military
means were had recourse to in order to coerce the disobedient labourers; that
in Trinidad the negroes, in lieu of hiding in mountainous forests, as in St.
Christopher’s, placed themselves at once within reach of the Lieutenant-gover-
nor's resources, by assembling at the seat of Government; and that the “ bad
spirit” notoriously general amongst the apprentices in the Leeward Islands and
Dominica, was not so either in the Crown Colonies or Windward Islands.
As you are so good as to say, “I doubt not that the grounds on which you

asked the opinion of the Board, on the 4th of August, with respect to the
necessity of proclaiming ‘martial law, will, when more fully stated, appear
conclusive,” it is right to explain that the Board of Privy Council were ad-
vised with by me as to its expediency on the 6th, as well as on the 4th of
August, and to solicit your deliberate attention to my then situation, as exhi-
bited in my letter of the 27th November to Sir Lionel Smith: ‘ Your Ex-
cellency is aware of the pressing calls of the authorities in St. Christopher’s
for aid; that the force at your own immediate disposal was fully occupied;
that the demands of Antigua prevented me from removing more than one com-
pany from this garrison to Basseterre; and that for its conveyance thither I
was indebted to the accidental presence of the Belvidera at Barbadoes, and to
your Excellency’s kindness in communicating with Captain Strong.”

‘“¢ The mass of the apprenticed labourers soon afterwards withdrew from the
estates to which they were by law attached, and, covered by woods, congre-
gated. in the mountains of the interior, where no chain of military posts could
hem them in, and whence they could emerge in any numbers, at any time, and
towards any quarter or quarters they might have thought proper, augmenting
not only their powers of devastation, if tempted by hunger, the suggestions of
their ringleaders, or by my supineriess, to descend into the lower grounds, but
the difficulty of the troops in overtaking them, as the arena expapded towards
the circumference of the Island.” Th

; “ The
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« The minds of the working classes in the Virgin Islands, Nevis and Mont- ST. CHRISTOPHER.
serrat were unsettled, and any hesitation evinced by me at St. Christopher’s
would have prolonged the double risk of encouragement to the insubordinate
negroes there being afforded by corresponding proceedings of their fellows in
the adjacent Colonies, or of inciting the last-mentioned parties to persevere in
emulating the resistance of the former.”
Had I been minutely conversant with the interior affairs of St. Christopher’s,

and even permanently resided there as officer administering its government,
the condition of the Island in August last would surely have justified me in
consulting the Privy Council with respect to it; but there is a peculiarity
touched upon in the same Despatch. to Sir Lionel Smith, which would seem
decisive of the point: “Between the duties of the Lieutenant-governor of
Demerara, Trinidad and St. Lucia, and those of your Excellency and myself
as Governors of the Windward and Leeward Islands, there appears to me a
very marked disparity; the arrangements to be conducted by them being of
aless complicated nature, because, however extensive their jurisdiction, the
measures they have to pursue are generally applicable but to one theatre of
action. With us the case is different, and owing to our respectively govern-
ing several Islands, each with a separate internal administration, our position is
rendered much more critical.”
That this is not an invidious or unjust comparison, the complete alteration

the structureofsociety in Antigua was destined to undergo on theIstofAugust
last, by the sudden elevation of its labouring orders from slavery to freedom,
may not unworthily illustrate. It was while intent on providing for the
arrival of that crisis in this Island that I was reluctantly compelled to quit it,
in order to respond to the cry of peril unexpectedly issuing from St. Chris-
topher’s; and until the hour of my departure, the new arrangements to be
instituted here, in as far as they depended on the executive, demanded and
received my personal directions. On removing suddenly toa totally different
scene, in which, although in a great degree a stranger, I was obliged to
become the principal actor, the very nature ofthe case involved the necessity
of seeking the best authenticated information; and there being none to be
more implicitly confided in than that procurable from His Majesty’s Privy
Councillors, who are deeply responsible for their advice to the representative of
the Sovereign, furnished me with undeniable grounds, on landing in St.
Christopher’s, for ascertaining the feelings of the members of that Board.
On the 15th of October, in a Despatch expressive of your “regret that it

became necessary to employ any other than the civil power in Montserrat,’ it
is added, “I can easily conceive that deficiency of police force may have
rendered the employment of the military indispensable, and it is, at all events,
satisfactory to learn that it was effectual to its object.” | When it is remem-
bered, therefore, on Lieutenant-governor Nixon’s authority, that there was at
the time of the disturbances no police in St. Christopher’s, and no whisper of
commotion having hitherto transpired from that Island sinceI left it, the same
reasoning that in the one instance admits, cannot in the other consistently

_ deny, the expediency of military interference. _
I have now, Sir, fulfilled your commands in such a manner, it is to bé hoped,

as will remove any indistinct impressions you may previously have imbibed of
facts attendant on the abolition of slavery in August last in St. Christopher's,
and in His Majesty’s other West Indian Colonies, or at any rate, as will answer
fully at least the questions propounded in your communication of the 16th
of October.
Acting on the principle of my observations in Privy Council on the 19th

of August, “that the interests of St. Christopher’s were not alone at stake,
but that those of the other Colonies under the system of apprenticeship were
exposed to the influence of her example, every inducement,” as therein
stated, “conspired to prompt me in crushing the threatened evil in the
bud ;” to that end, availing myself of the power legitimately devolving on me
under the local enactments of St. Christopher’s, and after due warning to
the delinquents, I did not hesitate, as a measure of precaution, to proclaim
martial law on the 6th of August. On the 9th, an amnesty was tendered to such
apprentices as would agree to work; and on the 18th, another proclamation
testored the Colony to the jurisdiction of the civil power, the purposes for
which the law martial had been introduced being, in that short interval, effec-
278—I1. tually
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ST. CHRISTOPHER. tually attained. To my sense of the paramount importance of executing this

Enclosure (A.)

service with extreme rapidity my life was nearly sacrificed at the moment
owing to over exertions, from which my health has ever since materiallysuf.
fered; but, cheered by the internal consciousness of having zealously dis.
charged my duty to the King, by the favourable opinion of the public bodies
and principal officers of the communities concerned, and by the sounds of
*‘ God bless you, Sir,” “ God bless you, master,’’ which greeted me on re-em-
barking from St. Christopher’s, I most unfeignedly rejoice that those exertions
were not spared; and that, in the accomplishment of the arduous task imposed
on me, I did not shrink from responsibility, the consequences of which it is
now, ofcourse, incumbent on me, with every deference and respect, to meet.

For the courtesy observed in intimating your doubts of the propriety of my
ulterior proceedings, as well as for the approbation formerly conveyed in your
Despatches of the 5th and 6th ofSeptember, when you consideredme engaged in
the comparatively trivial occupation of repressing ‘ordinary cases of insubor-
dination or of refusal to work,” I take the liberty, in conclusion, of returning
my sincere acknowledgments.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure (A.)

(No. 1.)

Sir, St. Christopher’s, 5 December 1834.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Exceilency’s letter of date 27th

ult., stating, that with the single exception of this Island, the partial disturbances or acts
of insubordination in His Majesty’s West India Islands had been met and suppressed by
civil means; and desiring me to explain the grounds upon which, as a military and civil
lawyer, I was satisfied, by acts of open violence affecting or threatening life and property, on
the part of the labouring population of this Colony, or otherwise, that the efforts of the
civil power to overcome-their resistance were ineffectual, and that it became requisite for
the purpose that martial law should be proclaimed.

In my report to your Excellency ofdate 19th ofAugust last, I remarked that the examples
therein alluded to were necessarily made by you, and, on further reflection, I feel the more
confirmed in that opinion.

Forsome time previous to the 1st ofAugust a spirit of insubordination wasopenly evinced
by our labouring classes, and more particularly by the contempt in which they held the civil

wer, and the insults and indignities offered by several of them to our Lieutenant-governor.
or these various reasons the Legislature applied to your Excellency for assistance, which
ou immediately afforded; and sufficient time elapsed before the Ist of August for the

insurgents to.communicate with the neighbouring Islands, and to relate the measures
adopted here. To this may be attributed the ease with which the partial spirit of revolt was
checked in those Islands, as, perhaps, the diseontented there profited by the example
afforded them in this Colony.

I am of opinion that the civil authority was totally inadequate. to check the general spirit

of.revolt in this Island: our free population was very small, and, compared with the labour-

ing classes, shows a fearful disparity. Our highest civil authorities had not only been dis-
regarded, but openly insulted, by the labouring classes, who openly declared that the King
had made them free, but that the authorities here were endeavouring to keep them in

bondage; that they cared not for the militia, and that the King’s troops would not act

against them. Repeated endeavours were made by the civil power to undeceive them; the
evil increased daily; property was sacrificed; and eventually, after great forbearance, your

Excellency proclaimed martial law, according to the laws of this Island. But for these
measures adopted by your Excellency, I think the Colony would have been ruined; and for
the mild but determined eonduct of your Excellency during that period, you are entitled to
thegratitude of every class of persons within this Colony.

T have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) J. E. Piguenet,

Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. Judge Ad. Genl.

&e. &e. Ke.
 

(No. 2.)

Sir, St. Christopher’s, December 1834.

I nave the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 27th last month,

informing me that doubts had been suggested of the necessity of resorting to the alternative
of martial law for the purpose of suppressing the late insubordination manifested by the

apprenticed labourers, and requiring me, as Speaker of the House of Assembly during yout

Excellency’s visits to this Island at that period, to state, from my knowledge of the previous

intentions, designs and spirit of the negro population, why, in my estimation, it pecaee
requ.
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isite to employ military instead of civil means for the due subjection of the a prentices
‘ ew,and for thaprotection of therespectable inhabitants of the Colony. 4

It is a subject of regret to me that doubts should be entertained of the expediency of a
measure, to the timely adoption of which, in the peneral opinion of all who were witnesses
to the then insubordinate spirit and turbulency of the negro population, is the present quiet
state of this country solely attributed. ;

I firmly believe, from the threats that were openly made by the negro population: before
the Ist of August, which occasioned the application by the Legislature to your Excellency,
that their intentions were to have destroyed the works on the estates, and that the passive
resistance that took place was in consequence of the measure taken by your Excellency,
particularly the appearance of the large naval force; a measure, in my opinion, rendered
unavoidable, on account of the total inadequacy of the civil power to cope with so general
and openly declared resistance to the constituted authorities. ; .
The adoption of that measure, from a full conviction of its having saved this Colony from

anarchy and confusion, met the ready concurrence and warm approbation of the House of
Assembly, while the firm, yet mild and lenient exercise of its powers by your Excellency, at
a time of such general excitement and alarm, entitle you to the thanks of the landed pro-
prietor and the benedictions of the apprenticed labourer.

 

I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) George Henry Burt,

Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. Speaker.
&e. &e. &e.

(No. 3.)
Sir, St. Christopher, 18 December 1834.

I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency the enclosed Address from the House
of Assembly, expressive of the high sense entertained by them of the judicious measures
pursued by you in suppressing the revolt of the labouring classes in August last.

1 have, &c.
(signed) George Henry Burt, Speaker.

 

(No. 4.)

To His Excellency Sir Evan John Murray MacGregor, Bart.
May it please yourExcellency,

We, His Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Assembly of St. Christopher’s,
avail ourselves of the opportunity which the opening of the present session affords to express
the grateful feelings we entertain for the judicious and prompt conduct by which yourExcellency restored order to this community in August last, by suppressing a dangerous
revolt.
We feel assured that it is alone to the course then adopted by your Excellency that the

peace and good order which at present prevail among the labouring classes of our popula-
tion is to be attributed ; the wisdom of your Excellency’s measures being fully established
by their results.
When we reflect on the determination which the late slave population evinced to oppose

the laws; their unreserved declarations to that effect, made, not only in the hearing of
everypasser-b , but addressed to his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, when he soughtto explain to them the benevolent intentions of His Majesty’s Government ; when we con-sider how unavailing were the proclamations addressed by your Excellency to these persons,for the purpose of inducing them to return to their duties;how much greater they were innumerical strength; how general was their revolt, and how determined their disobedience ;we cannot but regard the proclamation of martial law as a salutary measure, which pre-vented much evil. The ordinary process of the-law was. unequal to the prevention or theadequate punishment of offences, till then happily unknown in our previously peaceful com-munity, and therefore unprovided for by the recent necessary enactments. The proclama-tion of martial law placed in your Excellency’s possession a powerful but a necessaryauthority; and the moderation with which it was exercise d, while it afforded the means ofprotection for property, equally precluded the commission of crime and the necessity for its
punishment.
You have, therefore, Sir, the consoling reflection, that while your measures were charac-terized by prudence and firmness, they were also tempered by mercy.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.
 

(No. 5.)

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 21 December 1884.I nave the honour to enclose a copy of a letter I have this moment received from theBoard of Council, on the subject of your Excellency’s communication of the 27th ofNovember last.

I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) § 7. Lyons Nixon,

e Governor of the Leeward Islands, Lieutenant-governor.
278—II.
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(No. 6.)

Sir, Privy Council Room, Basseterre, 20 Dec. 1834,
In compliance with the requisition of his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, we now sub-

mit the reasons which induced us, as Members of His Majesty’s Privy Council, to advise
the proclamation of martial law on the 6th of August last, as the only means of subduin
the resistance made by the apprentice labourers to the provisions of the Imperial Act for
the Abolition of Slavery.

For some time previous to the Ist of August it was ascertained that a very general feelin
prevailed among the slave population inimical to the intermediate state of apprenticeship
prescribed by the Statute of the Im erial Parliament. This feeling was more particular!
developed by the manner in which they received the information attempted to be given them
on this important subject by the religious teachers in various parts of the Island. The
influence which they were known to have obtained over the minds of the great body of our
slave population had been for a series of years gradually increasing, and the facility with
which they threw off that influence marked the spirit that actuated them. They refused
to listen to any explanation of the advantages which they would derive from the system of
apprenticeship, or received with distrust, and even at times with abuse, the advice and
opinions of all those persons whom they had been accustomed to consider as their best
friends. They were fully impressed with the idea that the abolition of slavery was the
decision of the Imperial Parliament, and that the system of apprenticeship originated with
the Colonial Legislatures. The circumstance of the Legislature of Antigua not adopting the
apprentice system was attributed to the presence and to the influence of the Captain-gene-
ral; and the report that Lord Romney, an extensive proprietor in this Island, intended to
absolve his people from their apprenticeship, confirmed them in the belief that they were
unjustly treated. Had this feeling been partial, i: would not have excited much apprehen-
sion; but it was known to be generally diffused over the whole Island. It was supposed
that explanation on this important subject, afforded to the slaves by His Majesty’s repre-
sentative, would arrest their attention, and that they would listen to him with respect; but
they received your Excellency everywhere: with insults and derision, and in many places
they proceeded to acts of riot and insubordination in your presence.
1. was ascertained that emissaries from the leading and more powerful gangs were con-

stantly on the alert to intimidate the irresolute and confirm the wavering, and that destruc-
tion to their property and loss of life to themselves. were threatened ag the result of
obedience to the newlaw. This was exemplified by several cases of severe batteries which
were investigated by themagistrates ; and the sentiment which they werefrequently heard
to express, that “ they would give their souls to hell and their bodies to the sharks” rather
than be bound to work as apprentices, evinced a determination which could not be mistaken.
Under these circumstances, our attention wes naturally directed to the code of laws recently
passed, to the power thereby entrusted to the special magistrates, and to its efficacy in sup-
pressing any probable revolt. These laws had been passed at a time when the quiet
demeanour of our agricultural population, and their cheerful obedience to the existing laws,
entitled them to confidence rather than awakened suspicion, and the punishment thereb
permitted for the most serious offence did not exceed 39 stripes. The laws were passed,
and transmitted by you to the Colonial Secretary of State, and transcripts forwarded to his
Excellency the Governor-in-Chief in the month of March; but the authority to fix your
assent to them was not received by you until the 18th of July; consequently, the system of

police thereby contemplated, with the necessary constabulary force, was hardly organized
fore the eventful day arrived on which it was required to act. One only of the special

magistrates appointed by Government had arrived in the Colony; and by the new system
of laws, the ordinary magistrates could not interfere between the apprentices and their
employers. .

ther special magistrates were appointed by your Excellency, but they had not the in-
fluence which might have been expected from those directly appomted by His Majesty. It
is admitted that up to the evening of the 31st July the slaves everywhere performed their
duty on their respective estates with nearly their usual assiduity, and that subsequently
thereto no acts of violence, either to persons or property, were committed. The resistance,
however, which was offered to the law by these misguided people, although passive, would
in its consequences have been most destructive to property, and but for the active and udi-

cious measures adopted might have assumed a character and produced results which have
been most fortunately avoided. The disturbances in the other Colonies, as far as we have

been informed, were partial; in many cases the resistance to the law was active. In the
first case, the punishment of a few was a sufficient example to others, and in the second case,
the apprehension and punishment of the offenders were readily effected by the civil authori-
ties. In this Colony the conduct of the apprentices was widely different. On the morning
of Monday the 4th of August, when the labour of the apprentices was generally required,
there was not a labourer to be found at work on any estate in the Island, with the exception
of eight or nine in the neighbourhood of town, and almost within the reach of the guns ofthe
ships of war at anchor in the roadstead. The remonstrances of the managers and overseers
were ineffectual in inducing them to labour, and where offenders were apprehendedand
punished to the exterit of the law, they did not hesitate openly to express their determination

of continuing their disobedience. Additional special magistrates were appointed by his
. Excellency the Governor-in-Chief; but their efforts, although supported by the presence of
the military, were useless and unavailing. The apprentices were impresse with the eonvic~
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tion, that as long asthey refrained from acts of violence, no law could more strongly visit ST. CHRISTOPHER.
their disobedience; that His Majesty’s troops would not be ordered to act against them;
and that perseverance in the line of conduct adopted must produce concessionon the part of
the planters, and that they would thereby obtain a release from their apprenticeship.
The warning proclamation issued by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief in no one in-

stance had the expected effect; but in the towns, in an hour or two after they had been
osted up, not one copy could be seen. This circumstance was calculated to produce the

Pelief that the domestic apprentices, and perhaps the lower class of free people, were in
council with the general mass of the disaffected. Evidence wasobtained that in the Nichola
Town Quarter it was intended to resort to the use of fire if continued efforts were made to
compel labour. From the ist to the 6th August no work had been done on theestates,
therefore the stock had been during that period unprovided with their accustomed food, and
must haveperished or have been driven to feed upon the growing crops. Despatches were
hourly received by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, from the magistrates, declaring
their inefficiency to enforce obedience to the law; from the planters generally, stating the
erishing condition of their stock, and earnestlyprayi § for some decided measures caleu-

fated to remedy the existing evils. It was at this period, and at this period only, that this
Board, from a full conviction that the civil authorities were unequal tocope with the pecu-
liar, combined and organized resistance to the law evinced bythe apprentices ; thatvacillating
and uncertain measures, by giving to them a false and delusive confidence, would strengthen
them in their disobedience, and perhaps impel them to heavier offences against the laws ; and
that the prevention of crime was infinitely to be preferred to its necessary and consequent
punishment, felt themselves’ justified in advising the proclamation of martial law, when the
measure was suggested by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief. This Board at the im-
portant crisis under consideration felt that they would confidently entrust to the distinguished
officer who held the supreme command of the civil and military force of the Island the
power with which military law would invest him, and that in the discharge of his important
and responsible duties, mercy would abundantly temper justice. The judicious and deter-
mined measures adopted by his Excellency; the perfect restoration to peace and good order
which were their early results ; the consequent immediate suspension of militarypunishments ;
the circumstance of only one life having been forfeited to the insulted peace of this commu-
nity, fully vindicate the measure advised by this Board, even if it was not completely warranted
by the 53d clause of our militia law, which authorizes the proclamation of martial law by
the person first in command in this Island in case of actual or visibly approaching danger.

We remain, &c.
(signed) William G. Crooke, President.

 

D. G. Davis,
Thomas Swanston,

. G. Payne.
Robert Claxton.

To his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor.

(No. 7.)

Sir, St. Christopher’s, 20 Dec. 1834.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch of the 27thNovember, enclosing copy of a:letter addressed to his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor,to be opened in Privy Council. The reasons which compelled me, as a member of His Ma-jesty’s Privy Council, and as the law officer of the Crown and constitutional adviser of your

Excellency, while administering the Government of St. Christopher’s, to advise the procla-mation of martial law on the 6th of August last, are fully detailed in the letter addressed tohis Excellency the Lieutenant-governor by the Privy Council of this Island, to which I havethe honour to refer you. I beg to assure your Excellency that I was fully impressed withthe opinion expressed by the Right Honourable the Colonial Secretary of State, that martiallaw as an extreme remedy could not be safely resorted to except in extreme cases; but atthe time referred to the civil power was proved to be unequal to the restoration: of obedienceon the part ofthe apprenticed labourers of the Island to the law of the Imperial Parliament.The colonial laws of this Island authorize the proclamation of martial law by the personfirst in command in cases of actual or visibly approaching danger. If ever an occasioncould be considered to come within the meaning of that clause it was the crisis under con-sideration. I felt myself therefore imperatively called upon in a case of such extreme danger
to the interests of this Island, and with a full consideration of the real welfare of the unfor-tunate and misguided delinquents, to advise the measure, which was 80 successful, and atsame time so merciful in its results. -

I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, (signed) Robert Claxton.

&e. &e. &e.

(True copies.)
£. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

278—IT.
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(No. 1.)

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 2August 1834.
I nave the honour to enclose you an extract of the letter I showed your Excellency thi

morning, enumerating the estates that threw up their hoes and bills in the district of Cayo .
Since I had the honour of seeing you this morning, Dr. Caines reports that several o hig
negroes have done the same; and in the neighbourhood, at Coleman’s estate, the ne ;
have followed the example, and have refused to work. , Broes

I have been just now in communication with some gentlemen of Sandy Point district
who are very confident that the estates im that quarter will follow the example ; and it has
been suggested that if one of the ships of war was anchored off Sandy Point (very good
anchorage), that the presence of such a force would have a very good effect indeed, and
might be the means of intimidating the negroes, and preventing them from committing an
breach of the laws when they are required to go to their work on Monday. 7

If your Excellency concurs in this suggestion, perhaps you would have the goodness to
take such measures as you may deemproper to get this object effected.

I certainly beg to offer my opinion that prevention is much better than cure.

 

To his Excellency ; T have, &c.
The GovernoroftheLeeward Islands, (signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor,

(No, 2.)

Extract from a LETTER from Mr. Adam Stevens, Director of Bourregan’s Estate, to
His Excellency the Lieut.-governor, dated 1 August 1834,

I cons1DER it proper to inform you that yesterday evening, when the gang of this esta
left off work, they brought their hoes into theyard,threw them down, giving a loud hue,
and left them.

I asked their reason for so doing, but could get no answer; I was also informed at parade
this morning by the managers and overseers of the following estates, say, Baker’s, Wood-
ley’s, Mill’s, Philips’s, Spooner’s, No. 7, Molineux, Ottley’s, Grange’s, Mathews’s and
White’s, negroes all did the same. This evidently shows a combination among them to
resist the laws, and cease to work except on their own terms.

 

(No. 3.)

Sir, St. Christopher’s, Government House, 4 August 1834.

I nave the honour to forward to your Excellency the copy of a report which I have
just received from Mr. Fahie, special magistrate for the district of Sandy Point, reporting

that the n s ofthe several estates in his district have refused to work.
Thelocal Acts of the Island are not yet printed, consequently I could not furnish Mr.

Fahie with copies of them for his guidance.
I presume that your Excellency will give your orders to Mr. Fahie respecting his calling

on the militia or regular military force, which he speaks of doing, as I do not, in the absence
of your orders, conceive myself authorized to interfere.

. I have, &c.

HisExcellency (signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.
The Governor of the Leeward Islands,

&e. &e. Ke.

 

(No. 4.)

Sir.
;

I 1ose no time in stating to your Excellency that I have received official information

from the managers of the under-mentioned estates that the negroes thereupon have almost

unanimously refused to turn out to their work, and are in a state of passive resistance tothe

law, for as yet I have heard. of no violence or outrage. -The police constables, I have been

given to understand, are in a state of great inefficiency; I shall not therefore hesitate, n

case of necessity, to call for the aid of the militia or regular military force. I beg also to

state to your Excellency that I am without a single data, or struction ofany kind whereby

to guide myself.
I have, &c. .

To his Excellency the Lieut.-governor. (signed)  G. A. W. Fahie.

" [have just heard as a general report thut the whole district is in a state of resistance to

the authority of the masters and managers of the estates. The
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The official Reports made to me.
Sir Gillias Payne - - - = Mr, Pearl.
Brotherson’s = = - - - - Hon. G. H. Bart.
The Bottom - ° - - e Mr. Salter.
Belmont - - - - - Mr. Davis.
Bart’s and Cranstoun’s - - « Mr. Malaliers,
Newton’s - - - - - - Mr. Hardtman.
Belle Féte -  *  - = + Mr, Semper.

(A true copy.)
(signed) J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.

 

(No. 5.)

Sir, Government House, 4 August 1834.
I navg the honour to enclose, for your Excellency’s information, a letter which I have just

received from Mr. Semper of Belle Féte estate.
I have only to add, that I have not given Mr. Justice Fahie the directions which Mr.

Semper seems to imagine were issued by me.

 

IT have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) J. Lyons Nizon, Lieut.-governor.

The Governor of the Leeward Islands,

(No. 6.)

Sir, ‘Belle Féte Estate, 4 August 1834,
I sxe to inform your Excellency that my apprentice labourers have refused to obey my

directions or turn out to work. In reference to Mr. Justice Fahie, I understand he has
been particularly directed by your Excellency not to interfere as regards these apprentices.
I therefore beg. to state to your Excellency that I am consequently placed in a very un-
leasant situation, as no other means now present themselves where y these people may be
rought to a proper sense of their duty.
I request your Excellency will be induced to take such measures as may best seem meet

to you. .
y . I have, &c.

(signed) § H. Semper.
 

(No. 7.)

Sir, Government House, 4 August 1834.
I nave ‘the honour to transmit to your Excellency a.report I have just received from

Mr. Williamson, of Old Road.
; I have, &c:

To his Excellency . (signed) = J. Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor.
The Governor of the Leeward Islands,

 

(No. 8.)

. Old Road, Monday, & August 1834.
Cow Phips.—None of the field people turned out. Cooper, distiller, fireman and all the

stock-keepers, four watches, house servants of their respective work; one field negro comeinto hospital; four in hospital ; two drivers at duty.
Romney’s.—All quiet.
Conyer’s.—Four of the field-people at work, driver, overlooker, two watches, two stock-men. The two constables appointed. The rest absent:
Lambret’s.—None of the field gangs at work, except one Speedwell. Present, threerivers, one overlooker and constables. os

| Wingfield’s.—Overlooker, two drivers, four stock-keepers, and all the house servantspresent; none at work in the field or at the works:
utchinson’s.—Present two drivers, overlooker, four stock-keepers, two distillers, a masonand all the house servants. None at work in the field,

. . _ August 4, 1834, Justice Room, Old Road,Sir, half-past nine o’clock.
We beg to forward what reports we have received up to this hour.

Yourobedient Servants, ” P
(signed) avis, J.P.

oe Wat.Willianson, J.P.

643
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SI.CHRISTOPHER, (No. 9.)

Sir, Government House, 4 August 1884,
I nave the honour to enclose your Excellency two reports which I have received

one from Mr. Parsons of Estridge’s estate, the other from Dr. Caines of Belle Vue.

 

his Excell 3 LL I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) « Lyons Nixon, Lieut.-governor,

The Governor of the Leeward Islands. ¥ , 8 or

(No. 10.)

Sir, Estridge’s Estate, 4 August 1834,
T sze leave to inform your Excellency that thegang upon this estate (the tradesmen,

the drivers, and @ few others excepted,) have absented themselves from their work thismorning. I am informed by the head driver the strike is universal in the neighbourhood.

I am, &e.
(signed) G. H. Parsons,

 

(No. 11.)

Sir, Belle Vue, 4 August 1884,
I sxe leave to inform your Excellency that none of my apprenticed field labourers have

turned out to work this morning. The same is the case at Stone Castle estate and at Lower
Estridges, excepting that two labourers have turned out on the latter.

I rather think that the strike on this side isvery oneral.
If some prompt measures are not taken, we shall materially suffer by the starvation of

our horses, cattle, Kc.

 

T have, &c.
To his Excellency Lieut.-governor Nixon. . (signed) §H. Caines.

(No. 12.)

Sir, Baseeterre, St. Christopher’s, 4 August 1834.
I very much regret the necessity I am under of communicating to your Excellency the

state of insubordination of the apprenticed labourers on a property called Conoly’s, under
my direction. .

I waited upon the Lieut.-governor this morning, and he has requested me to lay ‘the
matter before you, which I now beg to do.

I this morning visited the estate for the purpose of giving the necessary directions for
their labour, and found that not a single person was prepared to commence the day’s work.
Soon after, I discovered them in a group near the copper-holes, and inquired of them
several times what they were doing there, to which they made no reply; I then ordered
them to their work, which order was not obeyed. Upon which I singled out six men-and
three women, and directed the overseer to call over their names, to which they severally
answered. The order that they should commence their work was then repeated, and, as
before, disobeyed. After an interval of about 20 minutes their names were thrice called, the
same order given, and the nature.of their present situation explained to them, but without
effect.

There being no provender for the stock, I have been under the necessity ofdirectingthe
overseer to appropriate a piece of cane sprouts for that purpose. On my leaving, the whole
gang, I am informed, quitted the estate.

I have, &e.
To his Excellency (signed) Edward Hazill.

Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,

Note.—This property is situated in the parish of Trinity, Palmetto Point.

 

(No. 13.)

Sir, Douglais Estate, 4 August 1834.
I see to inform you that thenegroes on this estate and the adjoining estate (College),

together amounting to 360, have refused to obey my orders, or to do any work.

, I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Governor. oo Thomas Whitford, Manager.
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(No. 14.)

Stapleton’s, 4 August 1834.
Mrz. Davy, the manager of the estates called Stapleton’s and Parry’s, takes leave respect-

fully to report to his Excellency the Governor that this morning he summoned. the negroes

on their respective estates to turn out, andthat they most remptorily refused to do so,
declaring that they would submit to any punishment rather than perform their accustomed
work without wages, and that last evening one of the gang declared to Mr. MacKurzir, the
overseer, that they would prefer being shot to working without pay. This expression Mr.
Davy has considered necessary to make known to your Excellency.

To his Excellency

Sir Evan Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

(No. 15.).

Sir, St. Christopher’s, 4 August 1834.
1 raxe the liberty of addressing your Excellency as a proprietor in this Island, and have

the honour to inform you that the apprenticed labourers attached to the Mardenbrough’s
estate (Monkey Hill) have refused to work, thereby bidding defiance to the Act of the
Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery. 1 beg leave to state that these appren-
tices have had three days to themselves, and that the cattle and other stock must inevita-
bly perish unless immediate and proper measures be adopted to compel them to labour.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Chas. Mardenbrough.

 

(No. 16.)
Basseterre, 4 August 1834.

Mr. DENNING, manager of the Lucas estate, begs most respectfully to inform his
_Excellency the Governor that he summoned the apprenticed labourers to go on with their
respective duties, which they most peremptorily refused to do, stating that they will not
work without wages.
To his Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.

&e. &e. &e.

 

(No. 17.)
Sir, Basseterre, 4 August 1834,

I nave the honour to mform your Excellency that from accounts just received from my
manager at the Godwim estate, Viearn that none of the ‘apprenticed labourers attached to
that property (in number about 220) have turned out to work.

Ineed not state to your Excellency that the cattle and other stock belonging to the
estate, after having been neglected for three days, must suffer greatly.

To his Excellency T have, &c.
E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., Governor, (signed)

&e Ke. Ke.
 Edwin,

 

(No. 18.)

Sir, Mathews’ Estate, Cayon, 4 p.m. 6 August 1834,
I nave to inform your Excellency that some of the largest estates in this parish and

Nicholas Town are stillin @ very unsettled state. On five or six of the largest, there is not a
single apprentice at work. Grange, Woodley’s and Bourgeaux are very obstinate ; on these
three estates there are nearly 800 people, and all in a riotous way. Bourgeaux are nearly
all gone to the mountains. I have taken about 50 of the ringleaders, and I should be
obliged if your Excellency will give me instructions what to do with these people. They
have behaved so bad in many cases, that I think they deserve that punishment which I have
not the means of ordering. We have no place of imprisonment in this part of the Island.

 

a To hisExcellency . I have, &c.
Sir Evan J, M. MacGregor, Governor. (signed) § William Wilson.

. (No. 19.)
Sir, . 5.August 1834.

I nave the honour to inform you that I have visited. the estate called- Gillies Paynis,
where, after the most turbulent and rebellious resistance to the law, I succeeded in securing
some of those pointed out as ringleaders. The mob consisted mostly of women and chil-
dren, few men making their appearance. The manager of the above estate has just informed
me that since I returned from the estate, the rest of the negroes have brought into the yard
their hoes, and left them there.

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Captain General. (signed) G. H.W. Fahie.

278—~II.
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(No. 20.)
Sir, ; 5 August 1834,

IMMEDIATELY on the receipt of your Despatch of yesterday’s date I repaired to the
estate called Blake’s, and, after much trouble and disturbance, succeeded in securing some
of the refractory apprentices pointed out to us as ringleaders. I caused to be inflicted cor.
poral punishment on one, and the others to be put into confinement, with the intention of
ringing them up to-day for further punishment, it being then nearly dark.
I ordered the crowd of apprentices to disperse quietly to their houses, and to turn out to

work in the morning. They did disperse, but I am very sorry to say the example I made
has had no effect, and they refuse to work according to law. The district I understand
remains in the same disturbed state it was in yesterday. I am about to proceed to another
estate for the purpose of obeying your orders.

 

; ; I have, &e.
To hisExcellency the Captain General, (signed) G. H.W. Fahie.

c. &e.

; (No. 21.)
Sir, Old Road, 5 August 1834.

I Bzc leave to state, for your Excellency’s information, that I ordered out the auxiliary
constables at seven o’clock this morning. They proceeded, in charge of the policemen and
ordinary constables, to an estate in this neighbourhood, called Hutchinson’s, and brought
the gang of the estate before me. The director of the estate was in attendance, who
selected 10 individuals, who he had reason to believe were the ringleaders; on being ques-
tioned, they could give no satisfactory reason why they had not turned out to their duty
yesterday morning, and by way of example, I thought proper to order these individuals to
receive 50 lashes each, and three women were ordered into confinement. This [ expected
would have a salutary effect, but, on the contrary, I have been informed that they still
continue refractory. Referring your Excellency to the enclosed note from the direetor of the
estate,

 

; I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) = Wat. Williamson.

Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor,
. &e. &e.

; (No. 22.)
My dear Sir, 5 August1834.-+

Tas Hutchinson’s gang have all cut off their hoes and brought them to the door of the
dwelling, and threw them down before me; the driver and my son being present and wit-
nessed the same.

 

_ Tam, &e.
Walter Williamson, Esq. Special Magistrate. (signed) C. Pickering.

(No. 23.)

Sir, Mathews’ Estate, Cayon, 5 August 1834.
WE beg to report, for your Excellency’s information, that several of the negroes belonging

to this estate have been taken into custody by the grenadier company stationed on the said
estate, some of them for contumaciously refusing to work while in the field this morning
with the gang, others for coming late to their work, some having been taken in the negro
houses, and some for insolence, &c. &c.
As it appears to us of the utmost importance that a thorough and summary example

ought to be made ‘of these in order to instil fear into the others, without which all exertions
that have already been made will most likely be attended with little benefit to the commu-
nity, we beg to know from your Excellency to what extent we are authorized in such
circumstances to inflict punishment. We beg most respectfully to suggest to your Excel-
lency the necessity of establishing a system under which a severe example may be made
on the spot of these negroes that have been taken into custody, as we are thoroughly con-
vinced that nothing short of such a measure will save the Colony from ruin. A set of
handcuffs and cats-of-nine-tails from any of the vessels of war will be required here.

 

; We have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) W. Wilson, J. P.

Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor, } John Cranford, J. P.
— &e &e. ke.

(No. 24.)
5 August 1834.

I, John Dawson, manager of Will’s estates, in the parish of Palmetto Point,Telongng to
eitHenry Boon, esquire, do report that the apprenticed labourers have not turned out to

work up to this motning..
(signed) John Dawson.

To his Excellency SirE. A Murray MacGregor,
c. &e.
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(No. 25.)
Sir, ; Mathews’, 5 August 1834,

I zée leave to inform your Excellency, that while on duty here with the grenadier com-
y, I have learnt that the Golden Rock labourers, in the parish of St. Pierre, Basseterre,

Pode my directions, have refused to do their work on that estate.

 

I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) § William Bond.

Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

(No. 26.)
Sir, Lodge Estate, 5 August 1834.
HAVE to inform you that the negroes in the Nicholas Town parish and part of Cayon

ovine a very refractory spirit. Some of the ringleaders of both sexes are secured bybeing
tied, and others are in confinement, under the guard of the entire of the 7th company, which,
I wish to impress on the mind of your Excellency, isvery small, having been much reduced
by. nine of the men receiving the appointment of police constables. My brother officers as
well as myself consider that the most prompt measures are necessary to put down this state
of iisubordination, and secure the safety of the district. Unless this is immediately done I
cannot answer for the consequences. I have furtherto state that Burregan’s gang are still
out, and on seeing the auxiliary constables advancea signal was given by one of the party
placed on an eminence, when all fled to the mountains, This agrees with the information I
gave your Excellency at my last interview of their intentions to set fire to buildings and
canes and fly to the mountains, the former of which, in my opinion, has been prevented only
by the heavy rains which fell during the last three days. Thave, &

ve, &e,
. (signed) § Adam Stevens, Lieut. in Command.

His Excellency the Governor-general.
- The number of males who are tied is eight, of females a similar number; there are 11
miales and 10 females who are in confinement in the sick-house on this estate.

 

(No. 27.)
Sir, . Lodge Estate, 6 August 1884, 12 o’clock.

I wave to inform your Excellency that the negroes of Greenhill, White’s and Burragan’s,
have retired to the mountains. Those of Molineux and Phillip’s estates have all absconded
since nine o’clock, and in all probability have gone to the mountains; alsoWoodley’s estate
negroes have not yet been at work, and declare thatthey will resist anypolice orce that
may be sent to take them. The Mansion estate negroes have taken their hoes, but yester-
day again threw them up, stating that they would not work unless they were paid wages.
Two or three only are at work this morning.

. Mr. Wilsonof Greenhill informed me this morning that in searching the lock-up room on
that estate, in which refractory negroes are confined, he found three pieces of touchwood,
bound up and dipped in tar.

I have, &c.
(signed) | Adam Stevens, Lieut. Commander No. 7 Company.

His Excellency the Guvernor-general, &c.

 

(No. 28.)

Sir, Mathews’, Cayon, half-past eight a. m., 6 August 1834.
I nave to inform your Excellency that several of the estates in this parish and Nicholas

Town that were at work yesterday have this morning struck work, and gone to the

 

. Imountains.
T have, &c. .

His Excellency the Governor-general. (signed) W. Wilson, J. P.

(No. 29.)
Sir, D. Bay, 6 August 1834.

, We beg leave to represent to your Excellency the state of this part of the country, which
is traly deplorable. Our negroe-houses abandoned; the cattle notonly without people to
attend them, but left to starve in the pens without food or water, must shortly perish. Til-
lagé has entirely ceased. All steps taken by the civil authorities to induce or force the
apprentices to work have entirely failed, and unless some prompt and effectual measures are
resorted to the entire destruction of our properties must shortly ensue.

We have, &c.
(signed) H. Caines. Edward Osborn.

J. Caines. Robert Armstrong.
A. D. French. W. A. .-

. To his Excellency Charles C. Bryan, John M. Evani.Sir E..J. Murray MacGregor, Governor. J. E. Badger.
278—II.
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(No. 30.)

Sir, Mathews’ Estate, Cayon, 6 August 1834, half-past six o’clock, a. mu,
I BEG leave to intimate to you that I am on duty here, and having the command of Foun-

tain estate, in the parish of St. Peter. I also take the liberty of informing you, that from
the latest accounts I had from that quarter, two o'clock p. m. yesterday, the negroes had
not turned out, nor indicated anywillingness to do so.

I am, &e,
His Excellency the Governor-general. (signed) John Ferry,

 

(No. 31.)
Sir, Stonefort Estate, 7 August 1834,

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, I have to acquaint you, for
his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor’s information, that his orders relative to thesignal.
post here have been observed, and also that the negroes belonging to this estate are, to
appearance, quietly disposed. But ifmy candid opinion were required on that head, I should
say that some secret understanding exists between those negroes who have entirely absented
themselves and those who remain on their estates, and also, from several incidents which-
have occurred within my knowledge, that some plot has been planning for the subversion of
His Majesty’s laws in this Colony, long prior to the Ist of August.
With regard to the signal-posts here and elsewhere, were we at war with a foreign enemy,

nothing could be more expedient than adopting and conducting them as they are at present;
as it is, be assured that unless they are guarded by others than those directly interested in
cutting off all intelligence with Brimstone Hill, in the event of a general insurrection, they
would be perfectly useless.

I have two men here, in whom I think I can place confidence; but what are two or more
people when opposed to an infuriated mob? I should, therefore, deem it expedient to
appoint a certain number of regular troops, not only to protect the signal-posts, but also
those negroes who are loyally disposed, and to awe those into obedience who might be
otherwise. Of the latter,I fear, there are too many, even among those who weara different

earance.
“PP Ihave, &c.

TL. Light Philip.
(True copies.)

E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure (C.)

EXTRACT from the Antigua Herald and Gazette, Saturday, 27 Dec. 1834.

“'Tuanxs to the Governor, we have at last seen a Christmas pass without the nuisance of
a civic guard. His Excellency himself expressed his conviction of the absence of all neces-
sity for the proclamation of martial law. Al! who would have been harnessed for the dut
are much obliged for his consideration, and the event has proved the soundness of his
judgment.”

 

Enclosure (D.)

(No. 1.)
Sir, . Tortola, 6 December 1834.

I nap the honour to receive your Excellency’s Despatch, dated the 29th November
1834, and have to inform your Excellency that no doubt whatever remains on my mind of
the effect which the prompt and decisive measures adopted to check the latedisturbances at
St. Christopher’s, and to restore the working classes of that Island to a proper d of
subordination, had on the same description of persons in this and the other Virgin Islands,
in preventing their resorting to conduct of a similar nature, which by sundry reports made
to me, very shortly previous to the Ist of August, was strongly indicated to be in contem-
plation.

 

To his Excellency I have, &e.
Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., Governor. (signed) W. Rogers Isaacs,

&e. ke. &e. President.

(No. 2.)

Sir, Nevis, Government House, 10 Dec. 1834.
_ L wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from your Excellency,
dated the 29th ultimo, in which you make a reference to an extract, thereto annexed, of a
Despatch from the Right Honourable the Colonial Secretary of State, and ta a previous
Despatch from me of the 13th of August, and request me to state my opinion asto'the pro-

able
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pable. consequences of the disaffection which prevailed among the labouring population of ST. CHRISTOPHER.
this Island, in the early part of that month, ‘if the disturbance inSt. Christopher’s, instead
of being treated as an extremecase, andrapidly subdued by military means, had beenleft,
as in any ordinary instance of insubordination or refusal to work, to the operation of civil

ane consequences of this disaffection, under thealternative which yourExcellency offers
as a supposition, I should have expected to be, the suspension of continuous and efficient
labour for an indefinite period of time; the accumulation of the idle-disposed apprentices in
large bodies ; the occurrence ofplunder, from their want of food, and of violence, if resistance
were offered; the perpetration of mischief, from that wantonness which in the ignorant follows
the sudden and entire relaxation of a previous strict discipline ; and, finally, a total disorgani-
zation of society. . .
These consequences I consider were to have been anticipated ; first, because the causes of

disaffection were not partial, arising from the conduct of individuals, but general, originating
in the distrust felt by the apprenticed labourers as to any exposition of their new condition
afforded by their masters, and in their dissatisfaction and discontent with the provisions of
the law when faithfully laid before them; secondly, because the working class were in a
state of highly excited feeling, dependent on the discussion of their political state, and on
their having obtained a boon, long hoped for, and respecting which they had frequently
suffered disappointment ; and, thirdly, because, in my judgment, the apprentices suspected
the inadequacy of the resources of the new system to meet the difficulties which would be
produced by a general defection on their part from their duty.
That your Excellency’s measures in St. Christopher’s prevented the occurrence in Nevis

of the consequences | have specified, I am, after a full and careful revision of the circum-
stances of that period, thoroughly satisfied.
Upon the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch of the 8th of August, in re ly to mine of

the 7th of the same month, information. was generally circulated that unless the appearance
of affairs should imnprove previous to Monday the 11th, martial law would then be resorted
to as a remedy. On that day every indication which could excite apprehension had dis-
appeared, and the labourers, without any exception, had returned to their duty.

 

To hisExecllency I have, &c.
Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. (signed) Josiah Webbe Maynard,

Ke. &e. &e. President,

(No. 3.)
Sir, Montserrat, 15 Dec. 1834.

In reply to your Excellency’s letter of 29th November, with paragraphs ofa letter from
the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, I beg leave.to inform you that, in my opinion,
without the aid of the military the disturbance in August could not have been suppressed.
We were at that period destitute of a police, a militia newly raised, mostly young men,
armed with a musket and fixed bayonet, without scabbards, belts or accoutrements of an
kind, and which as yet have not been received from Barbadoes. I therefore conceived that
it would have been highly imprudent in me to depend solely upon them, lest any unfortu-
nate occurrence should take place (their feelings being considerably excited as well as the
labourers’) that might opena fire, that might be attended with great loss of life amongst
those deluded fellow-creatures.

I therefore deemed it most prudent to place the whole detachment under Captain
De Lacy of the 36th regiment, with the view of overawing them and reducing them to obe-
dience, which was happily effected. a

In the subsequent continuance of good order we are, in my opinion, largely indebtedto the
decisive measures adopted by your Excellency in St. Kitt’s, The summary punishment of
transportation to Bermuda, inflicted on some of the offenders, created a great sensation
amongst our labourers.
But for the military measures enforced by your Excellency at St. Christopher’s, and

simultaneously by me in Montserrat, and had the disturbances in both Islands been left
alone to the civil power, I am of opinion the result would have been most disastrous.

_ Tam decidedly of opinion, as there then. was an open dissatisfaction, go there has beenfincé, and is now, a latent spark of discontent amongst the apprenticed labourers, which Jattnbute to our vicinity and constant intercourse with Antigua; several of the apprenticesHaving asked me if I did not consider them as good as the negroes in Antigua, and as fit forfreedom, and why they were not go.

 

I have, &e.
= His Excellency (signed) Henry Hamilton,Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart., Governor, &c. ' President,

(No.4.)

Sir, - St. John’s, Antigua, 2 December 1834.I nave to acknowledge your Excellency’s communication of the 29th ult., wherein your
Excellency is pleased tocall
eens classes in Dominica would have been in any degree affected by the proceedings—II,

in

l upon me to state whether, in my estimation, “ the conduct of.

mene
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ST. CHRISTOPHER. in St. Christopher’s, had the disturbance in that Colony, instead of being treated as an

Enclogure (E.)

extreme case, and rapidly subdued by military means, been left, as in ordina instances of
insubordination or refusal to work, to the operation of the civil law.” Inreph to which, [
beg leave to mention, that in consequence of the astonishing rapidity with which intelligence
reached Dominica, thraugh Guadeloupe, reports were current at a very early period of the
evil disposition which manifested itself at St. Kitt’s. This caused me to watch vigilantlythe French estates, partly in the wild and populous quarters of Colibistrie andColihant,
&c. &c. &c., where a formidable mass of women and children, as well as men, wereknown
to resort for the purpose of obtaining information, which circumstance prevented the
necessity of then placing the detatchment of civil and military forces into situations of the
most awful character at that pestilential time of the season. The negroes thus receivednews daily, of which advantage was immediately taken to carry into effect the desiredobject, the maintenance of tranquillity and return to labour, by expostulation, &c.

It is proper here to remark, that it was officially reported to me that the watchword or
eatch expression was, “ Me free; no bind; no work,” (as in St. Christopher’s.) The
whole mass of the people would have followed the advice of their influential women, and one
old chief, who openly declared, “ White man all rascal, false and lie; me know plenty for
20 years,” for which he was punished on the spot; that they would have returne » as:
recommended by their women, Mad it not been for the stipendiary magistrate, the late Mr,
Radford; who, with his combined force, checked and almost immediately brought things to
a crisis, by seizing some culprits, and sending others by water to Roseau prison, and punish-
ing others on the spot.
The St. Christopher’s news reached the Windward, and estates most difficult of access,with an apparent organized rapidity, which was well known to have existed amongst the

French negroes for a length of time. I therefore have no doubt, that had so fatalan
example been permitted to linger, that consequences of a most serious nature would have
resulted; and such was the opinion of the gentlemen functionaries and others, who seemed
to feel a relief on my promulgating your Excellency’s Despatch, anticipating a cessation of
martial law, in consequence of the apprehended danger having been averted by the prompt
and energetic measures adopted by your Excellency on this alarming occasion. .

I therefore come to the conclusion, that had the disturbance in St. Christopher's, instead
of being treated as an extreme case, and rapidly subdued by military means, been left, as in
an ordinary instanceof insubordination or refusal to work, to the operation of the civil law,
the natural irritabili of the French negroes, and the inherent volatility of their character,would in all probability have been encouraged by so dangerous an example of delay, and
would have produced most lamentable results in’ the Island of Dominica; a country whose
natural strength is such, that a handful of men in the fastnesses of the mountainscould
with ease maintain themselves against the utmost European military force that could pos-
sibly. be brought against them at that season. The King’s troops were then suffering
severely, although guarded against all exposure.

 

I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) CC. M. Schomberg,

Sir Evan J. Murray MacGregor, Bart. Lieut-governor.
&e. Ke. &e.

(No. 8.)

Dominica.
Sir, Government House, Roseau, 19 December 1834.

In reply to the letter of 29th ult. (confidential) that I had the honour to receive from
your Excellency, I beg leave to say, 1 am most decidedly of opinion that the working
classes of this Island were influenced by the prompt, measures adopted by your Excellenc
in subduing the disturbances in St. Kitt’s ; and I am strongly ofopinion that if the matterh
been left to the operation of the civil law, the effect would not have been such as it has been.

Movements in one Island are soon known in another by the labourers, and any dis
turbance not immediately checked in one never fails to give trouble in another.

I have, &e.
To his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, (signed) J.P. Lockhart,

&e &e. &e. President and Commander-in-Chief.
(True copies.)

£. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.
 

Enclosure (E.)

No. 1.-

Leeward Islands, &c.
(Confidential.)

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 27 November 1834.
Tue late resistance of the St. Christopher’s apprentices to the Abolition Act being treated

of at home as an ordinary case of insubordination or refusal to work, for which the civil
law affords appropriate remedies, and the Right Honourable the Colonial Secretary of State
entertaining doubts of the propriety of the employment of the law martial there,becausts

wi



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 117

with thissingle exception, all partial disturbances or acts of insubordination which have sr. CHRISTOPHER.

ocgurred in His Majesty’s West Indian Colonies have been met and suppressed by the civil
ower, your Excellency will, I am persuaded, readily pardon my present intrusion.
Between the duties of the Lieutenant-governors of Demerara, Trinidad and St. Lucie, -

and those of your Excellency and myself, as Governors of the Windward andLeeward

Islands, there- appears to me a very marked disparity ; the arrangements to be condueted by

them.being of a less complicated nature, because, however extensive their jurisdiction, the

measures they have topursue are generally applicable but to one theatre of action.
With us the case is different, and, owing to our respectively: governingseveral Islands,

each with a separate internal administration, our position is rendered much more critical in

the event ofany disaffection pervading the negro population of the whole.
Your Excellency is aware of the pressing calls of the authorities in St. Christopher's for

aid; that the force at your own immediatedisposal was fully occupied; that the demands of

Antiguaprevented me from removing more than one company from this garrison to Basse-

terre; and that for its conveyance thither, I was indebted to the accidental presence ofthe Bel-

yidera at Barbadoes, and to your Excellency’s kindness in communicating with Capt. Strong.
The mass of the apprenticed labourers soon afterwards withdrew from the estates to whic

they were by law attached, and, covered by woods, congregated in the mountains of the
interior, where no chain of military posts could hem them in, and whence they could

emerge in any numbers,at any time, and towards any quarter or quarters they might have
thought proper, augmenting not only their powers of evastation, if tempted by hunger, the

suggestions of their ringleaders, or by my supineness, to descend into the lower grounds,
but the difficulty of the troops in overtaking them, as the arena expanded towards the
circumference of the Island.
The minds of the working classes in the Virgin Islands, Nevis and Montserrat were

unsettled, and any hesitation evinced by me in St. Christopher’s would have prolonged the
double risk of encouragement to the insubordinatenegroes.there being afforded by cor-

responding proceedings of their fellows in the adjacent Colonies, or of inciting the last-
mentioned parties to pursue in emulating the resistance of the former.

[ may have erred in deeming this an extreme case; but as your Excellency enjoys better
opportunities of acquaintance with transactions in the other Colonies, may I take the liberty
of requesting to be informed whether any disturbance of the like nature, equally serious,
and involving equally important consequences in its issue, as that subdued in St. Chris-

topher’s, has been put down by the civil power alone in any of the Islands under your
Excellency’s superintendence as Governor-in-Chief, or within the still wider range of your
military command.

 

I have, &c.
To his Excellency (signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor,

Major-general Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. 8. Governor.
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces,

&e. &e. Ke.

(Confidential.) (No. 2.)
Sir, Barbadoes, 16. December 1834.

I nave had the honour to receive your Excellency’s confidential letter of the 27th ult.,
detailing the considerations which fed to the late proclamation of the law martial at St.
Christopher’s, and requesting I would inform you whether there were any similar instances
of insubordination among the apprentices in any of the Islands of this Government, or in
any of the military stations of the command, and how such occurrences were dealt with,
consequent upon the abolition of slavery.

In this Island, where we have upwards of 82,000 apprentices, scarcely any changein their
temper, conduct or habits was to be perceived; but a great deal of ignorance and misconcep-
tion was removed by my personal explanations, through intelligent individuals, selected from
every estate, the smallness of the Island givinggreatfacilities for such communication. __
Had there been the least insubordination, I should have, no doubt, been hard pressed by

the local authorities to declare martial law; and indeed none of the Legislative Slave Colo-
nies, that I know of, have had civil laws or police establishments for the government of the

negro population, slave-owners having possessed arbitrary power, under local codes, over
their own slaves, and the military therefore have been invariably resorted to, to put down
disturbances; and as long as the militia are not let loose upon the negroes in this state, I
am of opinion the employment of troops of the line among such population will, for a long
time to come, be found the most merciful and prompt, because soldiers have -no prejudices
against them, and meet such helpless enemies with forbearance and compassion.
The only instance, even of partial disturbance, in the Windward Government was at

Grenada. There the negroes of one or two contiguous estates declared against apprentice-

ship, and that they would not work. The magistrates well knowing their own inefficiency,
immediately called for military aid, and a company of the 1st West Indianzegiment seized
the rincipals and restored order. Had this been neglected, or slowly executed, depending
on the civil authorities waiting for actual mischief to warrant the call for troops, as in coun-

tries where all the inhabitants are protected by similar or equal laws, a combination, pre-
cain on the weakness or fears of Government, would have spread over the Island, and
created general resistance.

278—IT.
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From Trinidad I was called upon for more troops. The negroes, in a state of ignorance.
deserted the estates, and fled to the capital, but I never heard that they committed violence.
and the Lieutenant-governor soon found himself strong enough to maintain the laws withthe
means he had.

In Demerara the Lieutenant-governor, a military officer, reported the movement anduse
of these companies of the line to put down a combination of negroes.

There is every reason to believe that this bad spirit was not general in these Colonies, and
the two latter being Crown Colonies, it is very likely the civil authorities had morestrength
‘than in those Colonies which maintained no police establishments on a scale to control the
negro population in a general state of resistance. Where such was the case, I should be of
opinion military law was unavoidable; and as long as such law did not trench upon the
rights and liberties of the whites, even its powers and punishments would be found compara-
tively mild to the laws under which the unfortunate negroes had previously existed.

_  Thave, &e.
His Excellency Sir Evan Murray MacGregor, Bart. (signed) Lionel Smith.

&e. Ke &e.

(True copies.)
E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

“— No. 217. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor.

Sir, Colonial Office, 18 March 1835,
I wave received your Despatch dated the Ist January last, explanatory of

the circumstances and motives by which you were induced to proclaim martial
Jaw in the Island of St.Christopher on the 6th of August last.

You appear to understand the Despatch in which my immediate predecessor
in office called for this information as intimating some prepossession unfavour-
able to your conduct.

I cannot of course undertake to be the interpreter of Mr, Spring Rice’s
meaning; but as far as I have the means of forming a judgment on theques-
tion, I believe that he would disavow and deprecate any such construction of
his language.

Adverting to the various documents which you have now transmitted, I am
happy and prompt to acknowledge that they not only exculpate you from all
blame in the transactions to which they refer, but that they prove that you
were amply entitled to the grateful acknowledgments which you received from
persons of every class among the inhabitants of the Colonies under your
Government.

I have laid the whole of this correspondence before the King ; and I perform
an office very agreeable to myself in conveying to you, in obedience to His
Majesty’s commands, the assurance that His Majesty has been pleased to
approve the measures which you adopted for the maintenance of the public
peace in St. Christopher's in the month of August last, which appear to His
Majesty to have been equally commendable for the enlightened humanity by -
which they were suggested and for the decision with which they were carried
into execution.

I have, &c.
(signed) §Aberdeen.

 

— No. 218. —

Cory of 2 DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray MacGregor, Bart.,
to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Government House, Antigua, 9 April 1835.
Tue provisions of the 17th clause of the Imperial Act for the Abolition of

Slavery being variously interpreted in these Islands, and special magistrates
acting on different systems, even in the same Colony, in regard to thewhipping

0
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of female apprenticed labourers and female children of that class, I have st.cHRISTOPHER.
judged it expedient to address a circular Letter, of which a copy is enclosed, to —
the Lieutenant-governor of St. Christopher’s, and to the Presidents of Domi- °® April 1835:
nica, the Virgin Islands, Nevis and Montserrat respectively, and trust that my
endeavours to ensure unity of action, by the adoption of the more lenient
course, until your Lordship’s pleasure shall be known, will be approved of.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. J. Murray MacGregor, Governor.

 

Enclosure inNo. 218.

Leeward Islands, &c.

Sir, ; Government House, Antigua, 8 April 1835.
Dovsts as to the legality of inflicting the punishment of whi ping on female appren- —Enclosure in

ticed labourers and female childrenofthat.class being about to be Prought to the notice of No. 218.
the Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, I request your Excellency will be pleased to
adopt-such measures as may tend to suppress this practice in the Islands under your Excel-
lency’s administration, until his Lordship’s instructions respecting it shall ‘have been
received.

From whatever local authority an order for the application of this chastisement to females
may emanate, it isobviously subject to the intervention of the Royal mercy, the exercise of

 

which is delegated to your Excellency.
. I have, &e.

To his Excellency (signed) EJ. Murray MacGregor.
The Lieutenant-governor of St. Christopher’s,

&e. &e. &e.
and their Honours

The Presidents of Dominica, the Virgin Islands,
Nevis and Montserrat respectively.

— No. 219. —

Corr of a DESPATCH from Lord GlenelgtoGovernor Sir E. J. Murray
— MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 June 1835.
I nave received your Despatch of the 9th of April last, representing that No, 219,

the provisions of the 17th clause of the Imperial Act for the Abolition of
Slavery have been variously interpreted in the various Islands under your
government, and that the special magistrates act on different systems, even in
the same Colony, in regard to the whipping of female apprenticed labourers
and female children of that class.

In the absence of any explanation of the nature or grounds of this doubt, I
can only state that it appears to me that the words of the Act of” Parliament
distinctly and unequivocally forbid the practice in question. The enactment is,
that it shall not be lawful for any Colonial Legislature, or for His Majesty in
Council, “to authorize any court, judge or justice of the peace to punish any
apprenticed labourer, being a female, for any offence by her committed, by
whipping or beating ‘her’person.” I know not how the prohibition could be
rendered more absolute or more comprehensive. A's, however, doubts have been
raised, I approve of the course you adopted, of directing the officers adminis-
tering the Governments of St. Christopher's, Dominica, Nevis, Montserrat and
the Virgin Islands to interpose their authority for the prevention of any such
punishments. You will signify to them, and through them to the special
magistracy of the different Islands, my entire concurrence: in youn interpre-
tation of the law on this subject.

T have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 220.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir E. J.Murray
MacGregor, Bart.

Sir, _ Downing-street, 26 July 1835,
His Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration the Acts

passed by the Legislature of St. Christopher’s in the month of July 1834, with
a view of giving effect to the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, of
which the titles are as follow:

**An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, and for the establish-
ment of a system ofApprenticeship for a limited time in lieu thereof.”

“ An Aet for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Magistrates.”
‘* An Act to divide Apprenticed Labourers into severa! Classes.”
**An Act to provide for Apprenticed Labourers during the term of their

Apprenticeship,”
“An Act for prescribing the Duties and regulating the Conduct of Appren-

ticed Labourers within this Island.”
‘An Act to prescribe the Duties to be performed by Employers towards

their Apprenticed Labourers, and to enforce the performance of the same.”
**An Act to regulate the removal of Preedial Apprenticed Labourers from

one Plantation to another, to establish certain Rules to govern the Sale of the
Services of all classes of Apprenticed Labourers, and the disposition thereof by
Will, as well as to regulate the Descent of the same in cases of Intestacy.”
* An Act for dividing this Island into Districts, and for establishing ‘a suff-

cient Police within the same.”
ieAn Act to punish Apprenticed Labourers for Offences against the public

welfare.”
“An Act to regulate the dissolution of Apprenticeship by the voluntary act

of the Employer, and to compel such dissolution in cases where the Labourer
is able and willing to purchase his or her discharge from Apprenticeship.”
“An Act to extend to the Island of Anguilla the several Acts passed by the

Island of St. Christopher, pursuant to an Act of Parliament made and passed
in the 3d and 4th year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, ‘An Act
for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting
the Industry of the manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the persons
hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves ;’ except as hereinafter pro-
vided.”

It affords me sincere gratification to observe that the Legislature of St.
Christopher appear to have been actuated by the desire of fully carrying into
effect the instructions of the King and the wishes of Parliament on the impor-
tant subjects to which these Acts relate. It is true that they contain several
variations from the model prescribed by His Majesty in Council, which I can-
not consider to have been quite judicious ; but, with only two exceptions, they
appear to me to come within that class of topics on which some scope for
difference of opinion must be allowed; and the general spirit and tenor of the
Acts afford me the strongest assurance that the Legislature of St. Kitt’s will
readily give their attention to the suggestions I feel it my duty to take upon
these points, with the view of removing the objections I entertain with respect
to them.

Ist. By the 7th section of the Act, prescribing the duties of special magis-
trates, the apprenticed labourers are made liable to summary conviction and
prompt punishment, in certain cases, for perjury, although for perjuries com-
mitted on the same occasions persons entirely free could be punished only on
legal conviction after a regular trial. This is an encroachment upon the
general principle of legal equality in whatever respects the administrationof
the penal law, which though perhaps not very essential in its direct conse-
quences, may yet not be without importance, as impairing the integrity of that
general principle.

2dly. The 11th section of the Act, for regulating the conduct of the appren-
ticed labourers, subjects them to imprisonment, with hard labour, for absenting
themselves from the service of their employers, and then requires that they
shall make satisfaction to the employer, not only for the time of absence,bu

or
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for the time lost to himby the imprisonment. To constitute the apprentice a
debtor to the extent of the injury which his endurance of the punishment of
imprisonment ‘may incidentally inflict upon his employer, appears to me un-
reasonable; and it is also objectionable, as giving the employer an interest in
the misconduct of his apprentice. __
‘Feeling assured that the Legislature of St. Christopher will apply themselves

to remedy these defects, in the same spirit with which they have already given
effect to the British Act, by the supplementary enactments which have been
under my consideration, I am happy to announce to you that His Majesty’s
Government are of opinion that the Legislature of St. Christopher have per-
formed the condition upon which the right of the Colony to a participation in
the compensation fund has been made to depend.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 221, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, . Downing-street, 3 August 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 31st ult., declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision
hath been made in the Colony of St. Christopher for giving effect to an Act
of Parliament, made in the 3d & 4th year of His present Majesty, for the
abolition of slavery.

I have, &c.

— (signed) ~— Glenelg.
 

NEVIS.

—No. 222,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir £. J. Murray M'Gregor, Bart. to
_ Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 31st August 1833.
I uave the honour to enclose copies of a communication from the President of

Nevis, and of joint Resolutions therewith received, relative to the extinction of
Slavery, by the Council and Assembly of that Island, and of the reply which I
deemed it requisite to address to the.President upon this occasion, particularly in
reference to the second Resolution ofthe Board and House.

I have, &c.

(signed) . J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

 

_ Enclosures in No. 222.

; No. 1.
Sir, Nevis, August 22, 1833.
Wirx much gratification I have the honour to enclose to your Excellency the joint Reso-~

lutions of the Council and Assembly of this Island, for the extinction of Slavery, and in
conformity to the Resolutions passed by the Imperial Parliament. —

This public document of the two branches of the Legislature will, I most cordially hope,
meet with the entire approbation of your Excellency, and at the same time accord with the
views of the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department.
= I have, &c.

- (signed) James Daniell, President.
To his Excellency, Sir Evan Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. &c.
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Cory of Reso.utions on the subject of the ABOLITION of Stavery, assed by
the House of Assemsiy, and concurred in by the Honourable Board of Council
the 20th August 1833. ,

Resolved, That in conformity with the wishes of Parliament, such effectual Measures be
adopted for the speedy Abolition of Slavery as may be consistent with a due regard to the
permanent welfare of the slaves, the interests of the masters, and the. general safety of the
community at large.

Resolved, That it is expedient that the grant of £.20,000,000 sterling offered by the two
Houses of the British Parliament towards compensation to the proprietors of slaves, for the
losses they will sustain by the operation of the measures proposed by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment be accepted, though totally inadequate for the purpose of compensation; provided
such grant be distributed among the proprietors of slaves at an equal sum per head for
every slave throughout the Colonies,

Resolved, That to secure the tranquillity of this Colony, and to obviate the dangers and
evils which a sudden change in the condition of the labouring population will produce, it is
indispensably necessary to maintain an active and powerful system of police. And this
House receives with gratitude the announcement of His Majesty’s gracious intention to
defray the expenses incidental to such an establishment, and to provide, upon liberal and
fomprehensive principles, for the religious and moral instruction of the emancipatedpopu-
ation.

 

No. 3.
Government House, Antigua,

Sir, gist August 1833.
Your Honour’s Letter of the 22d instant, together with the joint Resolutions of the

Council and Assembly of Nevis, for the extinction of Slavery, will be duly conveyed to the
Right honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department.

So many conflicting interests of various Colonies press simultaneously upon the attention
of His Majesty’s Government and of Parliament, that modifications are to be looked for
during the progress through the Houses of Lords and Commons, of those measures which
the King’sMinisters may propose, as in their estimation the best adapted for promoting
the general interests of the Colonists at large.

This consideration induces me, although with the greatest deference, rather to doubt the
expediency of the second Resolution, passed by the Legislature of the Island under your
administration, if it is actually intended to imply that a share of the £.20,000,000 sterling,
offered by the British Parliament, in compensation for the value of slaves, is ositively
declined by the proprietors in Nevis, unless the grant be distributed “ at an equal sum per
head for every slave throughout the Colonies.” ih

ave, Kec.

(signed) £. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

To his Honour the President of Nevis, &c.

 

 

No. 22 —No. 223,—
0. 223. \

3 Cory of a DESPATCH from Mi. Secretary Stanley to
Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 17th October 1833._
I wave received your Despatch of the 31st August, enclosing copies of a Cor-

respondence which had passed between the President of Nevis and yourself; and
have to convey to you my approval of your communication to that officer in reference
to the second Resolution of the House of Assembly.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. G. Stanley.

No. 224. —No. 224.—

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M'‘Gregor, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Government House, Antigua, 1st February.
1834.

I wave the honour of requesting your commands upon the accompanying Act,
passed by the Legislature of Nevis, “To provide for the maintenance, protection
and good government of apprenticed Labourers, and to settle the jurisdiction and
authority of special Magistrates.”
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—No. 225.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Governor Sir E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 June 1834.
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 1st February last,

transmitting the Bill passed by the Legislature of Nevis for the maintenance of ap-
prenticed Labourers: and to settle the jurisdiction of the special Magistrates; and I
have to inform you, that in consequence of this Bill not having received your
assent or that of the President of Nevis, His Majesty is precluded from pro-
nouncing any opinion upon it. It is a subject of considerable regret to me that
this Bill should have been sent homein such a form; but in order to obviate the
serious inconvenience which would result to the Island. by the Bill not coming into
operation on the ist August next, I have received the King’s commands to inform
you that if the House of Assembly of Nevis be still in Session, and the usages of
the Colony permit it, the required assent should be given by the officer administer-
ing the Government. If, on the other hand, the Session shall have beenclosed,
I am to desire that immediate steps may be taken to convene the Legislature, who
must be invited to re-enact the Bill, to which, when so- re-enacted, Mr. President
Daniell will give his assent. Ihave, &, &e.

(signed) T. Spring Rice.

 

—No. 226.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre
to the President of Nevis.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 June 1834.
I am directed by Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to transmit to you, for your informa-

tion and guidance, and lest any unforeseen circumstance should prevent Sir E. J.
Murray M‘Gregor from communicating with you, the copy ofa Despatch which has
been addressed to Sir M. M‘Gregor on the subject ofthe assent to be given to the Bill
connected with the abolition of Slavery which had passed the Legislature of Nevis.

Iam, &c.

(signed) John Lefevre.

 

—No. 227.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Batt.,

to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Nevis, 31 July 1834.
1 Have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 6th June

1834, and have the honour to transmit to you herewith an. Act passed by the
Legislature of the Island of Nevis,. “ To provide for the maintenance, protection
and goodgovernment of apprenticed Labourers, and to settle the jurisdiction and
authority of special Magistrates,” the same having now received the assent of
Mr. President Daniell.

_ I beg also to enclose an Act passed by the Legislature of that Colony, intituled,
“ An Act to establish a Local Constabulary Force on the several Plantations in this

Island.” | I have, &c.

(signed). EE. J. Murray M‘Gregor,
Governor.
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—No. 228.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M,Gregor,Bart.,
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Nevis, 1 August 1834.

Lanpine here yesterday morning, my proceedings with the Legislature are
contained in the Enclosures Nos. 1, 2 and 3. The House of Assembly of
Nevis complain of the non-arrival of the stipendiary Magistrate selected by the
Crown.
The labourers in this place being reported equally submissive with those in

Montserrat, my observations with respect to the working classes of Tortola are
applicable, generally speaking, to the others also.
 

 

Enclosures in No. 228.
Enclosures in No. 1.

No. 228. Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

ALTHOUGH it was my intention, as early as the arrangements of the respective Colonies
consequent on the important event of emancipation might Properly admit of my absence
from Antigua, to have visited the several Legislatures of the other Islands in this Govern-
ment, it is not without the most serious regret that I now experience the necessity of treg-
passing on your attention at an unusual season, owing to the refractory disposition displayed
y certain evil-minded Negroes in an adjacent possession of the Crown.
The King having announced the determination to enforce obedience to lawful autho-

rity, it is impracticable to foresee what ruinous results these infatuated people may entail
upon themselves; and thereforemost pleasing to me to ascertain, that by the pFeservation
of peace and order the labourers of Nevis judiciously cultivate the good opinion and favour-
able report of their employers, and thereby dutifully seek to be further recommended to the
paternal care of our most Gracious Sovereign.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
The liberality of your Honourable House fully warrants the expectation that on your

part nothing will be left undone to foster the present laudable sentiments of the wor ing
classes, and to shield the internal tranquillity of the Colony from interruption.

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

The real interests of the various orders of inhabitants being indissolubly. blended, it is
impossible, when assembled together on an auspicious occasion, to be ever memorable jn
West Indian history, not to hail with exultation that happy alteration in the fabric of
Colonial society this day fortunately achieved through the enlightened benevolence and
energy of the King’s Councils.
At the same time that thousands of our fellow creatures and their descendants yet un-

born are permanently exonerated from bondage, the higher ranks of the community are
relieved from the inconvenience of waging a harassing and hopeless contest against those
of the parent State, and the prosperity of these Colonies, unembarrassed by any intervening
shade of distinction, is henceforward identified with that of the rest ofHis Majesty’s
dominions.
The King’s loyal and faithful subjects of Nevis, diligently and quietly pursuing their

avocations under the new system opening with this cheering prospect, may lean on the pro-
tection of the officers entrusted by His Majesty with the administration of civil affairs and
with the command of the royal naval and military forces, who are prepared to concur with
and support your Honourable Board and House, if requisite, in’ repressing and punishing
any infraction of the laws.

 

Nevis, August1, 1834. (signed) JE. J. Murray M-Gregor, Governor.

No, 2.

ToHis. Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.
&e. Ke, Ke.

May it please your Excellency,
WuiLe we regret that untoward circumstances in a neighbouring possession of the

Crown have rendered it necessary for your Excellency to be absent from Antigua at an
unusual season, we cannot at the same time refrain from expressing our grateful acknow-
ledgments for those prompt and decisive measures you have adopted in order to provide for
the safety of every Colony under your Government. .
We feel happy that the conduct of the labouring population of this Island is such as to

deserve the good opinion and favourable report of their employers, and further, to recom-
mend them to the paternal care of our most Gracious Sovereign.
We receive with gratitude your Excellency’s assurance, that in the critical circumstances

in which we are placed, we may rely with confidence on the protection of the officers
entrusted by His Majesty with the administration of civil affairs and with the command of
‘the royal naval and military forces. .

Nevis, Council Chamber, (signed) James Daniell.
August 1, 1834.
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No. 3. NEVIS.

To His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
&e. &e. Ke,

May it please your Excellency, —
Wirn sentiments of cordial sincerity, we, the Members of the House of Assembly in

this Island, beg leave to offer to your Excellencyour congratulations on your presence in
this Island at the commencement of an eraproductive of the Most important changes in
the civil state of society in His Majesty’s West India possessions ; and our satisfaction on
this occasion is much increased by the general state of tranquillity which we have hithertoenjoyed, and from our well-grounded expectations that good order and obedience to the
laws will continue to be observed by all classes of this community.
We are happy in assuring your xcellency, that the labourers of this Island, with some

few exceptions, are‘dutiful and obedient, and all of them are impressed with lively senti-
ments of loyalty and gratitude to our most Gracious Sovereign for the blessed gift of free-
dom which this day they enjoy; and if any dissatisfaction, arising from misconception or
ignorance, may have been partially manifested on some few occasions, such feeling we
have good reason to believe is now removed by the care which has been diligently taken in
explaining to the labourers the real natureof the benefits which they will now continue to
enjoy, and of the salutary restrictions which for a season are imposed upon them.

It has been a subject of much regret and disappointment to the inhabitants of this
Colony that the officer entrusted by His Majesty wit the special jurisdiction incidental to
the new state of society has not arrived to assume his functions. In the labouring class the
absence of this magistrate may create distrust, in the other classes much embarrass-
ment, and in all considerable difficulty, from the want of a competent authority to adminis-
ter justice. We earnestly trust that your Excellency will take the most efficient means to
procure a speedy remedy for this untoward circumstance.

In the exalted sentiments of exultation with which the hearts of the enlightened and
benevolent in the Mother Country willbe filled by the events of this day, we sincerely and
fully participate. Slavery now belongs only to history. In the annals of the world no
parallel transition from bondage to freedom can be found by which at once was removed
the accumulated mass of evil which an age had built up; and relying on the beneficent
protection and care of our gracious King, we look forward with confidence to thecheering
prospect which the unimpeded exertion of the labourer and the more prosperous condition
of the higher classes will soon we trust afford.
Assembly Room, August 1, 1834. (signed) George Webbe, Speaker.

 

— No. 229. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M'‘Gregor,
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated St. Christopher's, 1 5 August 1834.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a Letter from the President ofNevis,
whence it may be gratifying to you to collect that public tranquillity is likely to
remain uninterrupted in this Island.

 

 

Enclosure in No. 229.
Enclosure in_ Cory of a LETTER from President Maynard to Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart. No. 229.

Sir, Government House, Nevis, 13 August 1834,I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s communication,dated the 11th of August, conveyingthe ratifying intelligence that an improvement in theconduct of the labouring classes of St. C ristopher’s had taken place.
I beg to congratulate your Excellency on this happy result of your visit to that Colony,and to express my conviction that the tranquillity and good order which in this Island havesucceeded, without the intervention of martial law, to a state of great disaffection, aremainly attributable to the prompt and energetic meusures adopted by you in the neighbour-ing scene ofdisturbance I have, &c» Kew

(signed) Josiah W. Maynard, President.

 

273.—IL
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NEVIS,
_— —No. 230.—

No. 230.
Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor

Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Downing-street, 16October 1834.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your Despatch of the 15th of August, and its
Enclosure.

It is very satisfactory to me to learn, that tranquillity and order have been main-
tained at Nevis and Montserrat, without the fearful necessity of resorting to martial
law; and that this result is attributed by the President of Nevis to the prompt and
energetic measures taken by you. This cordiality and good feeling between you
and those who are subject to your authority, will assure to all parties the best suc-
cess in the performance of their respective functions, and in this instance is fully
due to you for the zeal which you have manifested in quitting your immediate seat
of Government, and in resorting to those Islands where your services were pecu-
liarly necessary.
 

— No. 231.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., to
the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 16 January 1835.
I po myself the honour of transmitting to you the enclosed copy of a Letter

from Mr. Daniell, the President of Nevis, on the subject of your circular Despatch,
dated 3oth September 1834, in reference to the probable consequences of the
great change in the condition of the Negro population of His Majesty’s Colonies,
on the system of cultivating lands, and on the general pursuits of industry.

I have, &c.

(signed)  E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Governor.

No. 231.

 

 

Enclosure in Enclosure in No. 231.
No. 231. .

3 Sir, Government House, 12 January 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge to your Excellency the receipt from the Right

honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, of a circular Despatch, dated the goth
September 1834, in which is requested the communication of local experience and opinions,
as to the effects which free labour, and the apprenticeship of the Negroes, are likely to pro-
duce upon the pursuits of profitable industry; it therefore becomes my duty to offer to your
Excellency the following observations :—
A landed proprietor in Nevis, as in most of the West Indian islands, is at the same time

an agriculturalist and a manufacturer. In the former character he raises, by a difficult and
uncertain system of cultivation, the sugar-cane, various vegetables used as food, and some
which minister to luxury; in the latter he produces, by processes more or less laborious and
complicated, sugar, molasses and rum.
Of these substances, so generally used for domestic purposes, some quantity is of course

consumed within the Colony; but the great bulk is exported to the United Kingdom, to the
British North American possessions, and to the United States.
The sweet potatoe, the Angola pea, the banana, the yam, and the Indian and Guinea

corp, are cultivated to some extent, entirely for internal consumption, and principally as
food for the labouring class, who are, however, mainly dependent on importation for the
articles of their sustenance. The plant-which yields the arrow-root, and those fruits which
arepreserved in the form of sweetmeats, are slightly attended to, and small quantities are
‘exported. :
ft may be presumed that a West Indian. estate, when disencumhered of the weight of

Supporting, through all seasons, whether productive or otherwise, the same number of
labourers, will be wielded with more facility as an instrument of production. When the soil
is separated from its cultivations it will be purchased for less money, and will consequently
be more easily acquired for the purposes of experimental agriculture. Many persons pos-
sessing the requisite skill and enterprize are at present ‘deterred from embarking in such
‘pursuits, by the large outlay of capital necessary at the commencement, and the annual cost
of maintaining persons attached tothe land. . a

It does not appear that it will ever be possible to effect a disunion of the agriculturalists.
from the manufacturer. ‘The cane harvest must be gathered a8 soon as it is fit for the mill,
‘orit rapidly depreciates in value; nd it is so bulky, and ‘when severed from the stemso
soon undergoes chemical changes, as to preclude the possibility of its transm‘ssion to any
distance. There are, however, various improvements ‘connected. with the culture of the
cane, the manufacture of sugar, and the distillation of rum, so palpable to the least scientific

knowledge
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knowledge as to ensure their adoption, when an altered state of society shall render it pos-
sible to make changes in the present systems. _ Should the consumption of vinegar in the
arts, or for domestic purposes, give rise to an increased demand for that substance in the
United Kingdom, it might easily be produced, at trifling expense and of excellent quality,from cane juice, which is now converted into superfluous sugar.
As far as the lessons of experience have yet taught us, few favourable anticipations can

be entertained as to the period during which the apprenticeship shall continue; so long willlanded property hold an unnatural value, so long will the burthens of an estate remain the
same, whether the seasons be adverse or Propitious, so long will labour be rendered unwil-lingly, and the apprentice be confirmed in habits of indolence, so long will disagreement
and dissatisfaction disturb the relation of master and servant, and so long will all pros-
ects of social improvement remain unsettled and uncertain.
A great bar to the prosperity of the sugar colonies is to be found in the duty, ‘amounting

toa prohibition, levied on refined sugar imported into the United Kingdom. The process of
refining is a mere extension of that by which Muscovado sugar is produced: by the adop-
tion of a few alterations the purest sugar might be manufactured at once from the juice of
the cane. The advantages of such a procedure are numerous and considerable. he rude
and inartificial methods to which the cane juice is at present subjected, to bring it to the
state of sugar, cannot but affect injuriously the product which is obtained, On an im roved
system the manufactured article would suffer no injury in its production; it would be less
bulky, unalterable by the circumstances of a sea voyage, and when formed, would undergo
no subsequent diminutionby drainage.
The Nevis proprietor, suffering as he does under the pressure of adverse circumstances,

justly considers the duty of four-and-a-half per cent., which he pays to His Majesty on all
exported articles, and which is applied to purposes in which he is not interested, as a very
grievous hardship. The abolition of this impost, or its application to objects connected
with the Island, would be hailed by the colonists with delight, as a token of HisMajesty’s
most gracious consideration for their distressed condition.
The fiscal regulations respecting tonnage appear to operate injuriously on commerce, asthey affect trading vessels in proportion to their size, and not in proportion to the amount of

intercourse which they may have with the Island.
The duties on the produce of the United States, with which communication might be

more easily maintained than with the British possessions in North America, are disadvan-tageous to West Indies, however serviceable they may be to other colonies.
If those evils, which have been pointed out, are admitted to be really such, the remedies

suggest themselves.
To remove the impediments which stand in the way of improvement in West Indian

manufactures, by reducing the duty on sugar of perfect quality imported from these colonies
into the United Kingdom, to abolish the four-and-a-half per cent. impost, or to apply it toinsular purposes, to modify the tonnage duties, so as to affect vessels in proportion to theircargoes, and to facilitate, by an alteration of duties, the supply of such necessary articlesas lumber, staves and flour, from places where they may be obtained at moderate prices andof good quality; these changes would all be the substitution of good for evil.

the establishment of an improved judicial system, the influence of which shall reach theCourt of Chancery, is very desirable. It can ardly be expected that unprofessional per-sons should be competent to decide upon complicated legal questions; such, however, is
the arrangement generally adopted at present. .
The promotion of education, and of religious and moral instructions, cannot but be inti-mately connected with the prosperity of a community.
The further centralization of the government, by making one island the seat of the legis-

lative, as well as of the supreme executive department, affords a reasonable prospect ofadvantage; such a legislature would. be actuated by more general views, and, on the prin-ciple of selection, would be composed of more competent persons, than at present form thelocal Councils and Assemblies. The resort of a number of delegates to one point wouldrender it of increased importance, and would greatly advance it in civilization. Mutualintercourse would put each in possession of whatever existed in the department of another.worthy of being known, and on their return they would all carry back an increased stockof information for local purposes,
I have, &e.

(signed) James Daniell, President, admt the Government.

 

—No. 232.—

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg toGovernor
Sir E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 27th July 1835.Tue two Acts passed by the Legislature of the Island of Nevis, for giving effect_ within that Colony to the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, do not@ppear to have hitherto been made the subject of any communication to yourself;now proceed to apprize you of the views which His Majesty’s Government havetaken of the provisions of those laws.
278.—II.

On

NEVIS

No. 232.

661



662

NEVIS.

128 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

On comparing the Acts of Nevis with the orders made by the King in Council
for a similar purpose in reference to the Islands of Trinidad, St. Lucia and Mau.
ritius, they appear to benot only much more compendious, but in certain important
respects defective. Bearing in mind, however, the narrowness of the society of
Nevis, and the consequent paucity of the resources at the command of the
local Legislature, Iam ready to admit, that the abbreviation of the forms of the
Orders in Council, and even the omission of some of their rules, may not constitute
a valid ground of objection to these Acts. Ihave, however, to call the attention of
the Council and Assembly of the Island to the following remarks, to which the
apology I have already mentioned for other departures from the model proposed
to them is inapplicable.

First, —If the supply of food to the apprenticed labourers should be deficient, the
complaint must be preferred within one week from the neglect. This time is mani-
festly too short; because the opportunity of making the complaint may often
not present itself until a much later period.

Secondly,—-The removal of apprenticed labourers from one plantation to another
belonging to the same owner, is authorized by the 16th section of the first of these
Acts, if the sanction of a single special magistrate can be obtained. But by the
ninth section of the Act of Parliament, the consent in writing of two such justices
at the least is declared indispensable. It is with very serious regret that I notice
this direct repugnancy between the Colonial Act and the Imperial enactment. His
Majesty in Council cannot, of course, confirm any law of any colony which is in
positive contradiction to any part of this, or indeed of any other Act of Parliament;
but an Act not so sanctioned cannot be declared by the King to be, within the
terms of the 44th section, an “ adequate and satisfactory provision” for giving
effect to that statute. Consequently, the persons formerly entitled to the services
of the emancipated slaves in Nevis have not yet acquired a right to participate in
the compensation fund. It is superfluous to urge upon you and upon the
legislature of the Island the most prompt attention to this subject, with a view to the
necessary amendment of the enactment in question.

Thirdly,—A summary process of ejectment against apprenticed labourers
trespassing on land, is given by the 23d section. It will be necessary that some

. time (probably not more than twelve months) should be fixed, after the lapse of
which the possessory title of the apprentice should be placed beyond the reach of
this prompt remedy.

Fourthly,—The language of the 24th section is such as to afford some counte-
nance to the opinion, that an apprenticed labourer in attendance on the person of his
or her employer, may be removed from the Island, even against the will of the
labourer. It being quite clear that such a proceeding would be illegal, I do not
suppose that the Colonial Legislature really designed to authorize it. ‘They should,
however, prevent the possible misconstruction of their meaning in this respect, by a
distinct affirmation that they are not to be so understood.

Fifthly,—By the 33d section, the substitution of whipping for imprisonment
is authorized in the case of male offenders ; and thesubstituted whippings may be
repeated three times with a maximum of thirty lashes on each occasion, as the
punishment for a single offence. It is impossible to sanction the exercise of
such an authority by any magistrate whatever, even though invested with a special
commission. The infliction of ninety stripes for any offence cognizable before him,
is quite inadmissible. In this respect, His Majesty’s Government cannot autho-
rize any advance beyond the limits prescribed in the Order in Council ; nor will
they consider the Parliamentary condition as fulfilled, until the Act of the Legislature
of Nevis shall have been amended accordingly.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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— No. 233. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. President Zeaacs to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Tortola, May 5th, 1834.
I nave the honour, in compliance with a requisition, of which the enclosed is a

copy, authorized by the Council and Assembly of the Virgin Islands, to forward
herewith, for your consideration and His Majesty’s approval, transcripts of four Acts,
intituled as therein mentioned, which have been passed by those branches of the
Legislature, and shall also take advantage of the earliest conveyance to transmit to
his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, transcripts of the same, together with
copies of the said requisition and of this Despatch; and shall, at the same time, fur-
nish his Excellency, in conformity to his general direction, with the opinion of the
senior King’s counsel of this Colony relative to those Acts which have been
submitted to him for examination.
The existing diversity of opinion of different members of the Legislature during the

course of their endeavours to frame Acts corresponding with the Act of Parliament
for the Abolition of Slavery in the British Colonies, and, at the same .time, to
‘render them as salutary.as possible to all descriptions of persons in these Islands,
without losing sight of the local circumstances of the Colony, has retarded the
‘completion of their enactments to so latea period, that were those Acts to be sent
to the Governor-in-Chiefin the first instance, and the usual course of proceeding to
take place, His Majesty’s pleasure could not possibly be knownhere previous to the
first of August, when it will be of the utmost importance to the safety and welfare of
this Colony that some law should be in force, adapted to the great change which
will then take place; and as I have not had the honour to receive any reply to my
Despatch, dated the 13th April last, to his Excellency Governor M‘Gregor, shortly
after receiving a notification that such requisition would be made, requesting his
Excellency’s direction for my guidance on the occasion, and which I can only
attribute to a cause for which I feel great regret, having learnt on the packet’s
arrival, a few days ago, that he was so much indisposed as to be unable to attend to
business; I have therefore been induced,-from the urgency of the case, to entertain
the application, considering that I am, as the officer administering the government of
these Islands, borne out in doing so by the ‘Fourth Article” of the additional
Royal Instructions,

No. 233.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) Wm. Rogers Isaacs,
. President, administering the Government of the

Virgin Islands.

 

Enclosure in No. 233. Enclosurein
Sir, Tortola, 2d May 1834. No. 233,
We have the honour to transmit you transcripts of four Bills passed by the Board

ofCouncil and House of Assembly, in conformity with a Statute of the Imperial Parlia-
ment, 3 & 4 William IV., intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the
British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, aud forcompen-
sating the persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves;” viz.—
No.1—~An Act for regulating the division of apprenticed Labourers into their respective

Classes, for providing for the dissolution of the Apprenticeship by Contract or otherwise.
. No, 2.—An Act to regulate the removal of predial apprenticed Labourers from one Plan-
tation or Estate to another; the Alienation by Sale, Inheritance or Will of the services of
apprenticed Labourers; the Apprenticeship of Children of apprenticed Labourers; and the
relation in which apprenticedLabourers will stand towards the State in the said Virgin
Islands, and thereby to carry more effectually intooperation the Enactments contained in that :
behalf, in an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, “An Act for the
Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of manu-
Set blaves and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such

aves,”
278,—IT. No. 3.—An
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No. 3.—An Act for prescribing the Duties of apprenticed Labourers and Employers
respectively, and imposing Penalties for the non-performance thereof, and providing Other
Regulations for the Maintenance of good Order.

o. 4.—An Act for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Justices, and for definin
the jurisdiction of the same. 5
Which Bills we request may be transmitted to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State

for the Colonies direct, the emergency of the occasion requiring that this should be done
forthwith; the period to the 1st of August 1834, when it was intended they should come
into operation, not allowing sufficient time to transmit them previously to the Governor.
General of Antigua, &c. &c. for approval: And for so doing we suggest a full authority ig
contained in the Royal Instructions to Sir Evan John Murray M‘Gregor, dated 22d Febru:
1833, intituled, “ Additional Instructions.” uy

We have, &c.

(signed) Wm. Gordon, President of the Council,
To his Honour the President Thos. Marsh, Speaker of the Assembly.

administering the Government of the
Virgin Islands,&c.&c.&c.

 

—No. 234,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to
Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 7 June 1834,
Tam directed by Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to acknowledge the receipt of

Mr. President Isaacs’ Despatch, dated Tortola, 5 May 1834, transmitting four Acts
connected with the Abolition of Slavery, which had been passed by the Council and
Assembly of the Virgin Islands; and I have to inform you, that in consequence
of these Bills not having received your assent, or that of the President of the
Virgin Islands, His Majesty is precluded from pronouncing any opinion upon
them. It is a subject of considerable regret to Mr. Spring Rice that the Bills
should have been sent home in such a form; but in order to obviate the serious
inconvenience which would result to the Islands by these Bills not coming into
operation on the 1st August next, J am directed to acquaint you that Mr. Spring Rice
has received the King’s commands to inform you, that if the House of Assembly
of the Virgin Islands be still in session, and the usages of the Colony permit it,
the required assent should be given by the officer administering the Government.
Tf, on the other hand, the session shall have been closed, I am to desire that im-
mediate steps be taken to convene the Legislature, who must be invited to re-enact
these Bills, to which, when so re-enacted, Mr. President Isaacs will give his

assent, Thave, Xc.

(signed) John Lefevre.

_P. S.—I have sent a copy of this Despatch to Mr. President Isaacs for his
information and guidance, and lest any unforeseen circumstance should prevent
you from communicating with him; but you are nevertheless to instruct him as
above directed.

 

—N0. 235.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre
to Mr. President Isaacs.

Sir, Downing-street, 7 June 1834.

WITH reference to your Despatch dated 5th May last, transmitting four Bills

which had passed the Council and Assembly ofthe Virgin Islands connected with the

Abolition of Slavery, I have the honour to enclose to you for your information and
uidance, and lest any unforeseen circumstance should prevent Sir E, M‘Gregor

communicating with you, the copy of a Despatch which by Mr. Spring Rice’s

direction I have addressed to Sir M. M‘Gregor.
I have, &c.

(signed) John Lefeore.
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—No. 236.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. President Isaacs
to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre.

Sir, Tortola, July 30, 1834.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch dated 7 June

1834, on the subject of four Bills connected with the Abolition of Slavery, which
had passed the Council and Assembly of the Virgin Islands, and were transmitted
by me on the 5th May last, together with a copy of a Despatch addressed by
direction of Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Sir Evan J. M. M‘Gregor, another copy
of which I have also received from Governor M‘Gregor, with his Despatch dated
on the 16th July inst., acquainting me that he had transmitted the same for my in-
formation and guidance; on the receipt of which, the House of Assembly being
still in session, I caused the seal of the Virgin Islands to be affixed to those four
Bills, and have given my assent thereto, so that they will come into operation on
the ist of August. T have, &c.

(signed) W Rogers Isaacs,
President of the Virgin Islands,
 

No. 237.—
Extracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor

to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Nevis, 1. August 1834.
I nave the honour to state, that His Majesty’s ship ‘ Belvidera’ anchored on

the 23d in the harbour of Tortola, and the Enclosures Nos. 1, 2 and 3 show what
passed there between the Legislature and myself. A degree of uncertainty, rather
than positive alarm, seemed to prevail respecting the intentions of the Negro
population; but the militia, including the liberated Africans, who are highly loyal
and zealous, were under arms and well clothed and appointed, which circumstance,
together with the presence of the King’s troops, the established conviction that
ships of war are in the neighbourhood, ready to appear if wanted, and the proba-
bility that experience may reconcile the apprenticed labourers to their new condi-
tion, lead me to dismiss the idea of their openly resisting its provisions, unless
attempts of the like nature in any other quarter should unfortunately prove
successful.
The special magistrate appointed by His Majesty’s Government for service

in the VirginIslands had not yet appeared there, which was felt by the public
authorities as a most serious inconvenience.

 

Enclosures in No. 237.

No. 1.

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of theAssembly,

IN addressin your Honourable Board and House, it is a source of gratification to me
publicly to testify the favourable sense with which I am impressed of the general good con-
duct, since my appointment to this government, of the labouring population.
‘Rejoicing, as a sincere friend of the Negro race, at the important amelioration of their

lot about to be introduced on the abolition of slavery, I anxiously advise them by diligence,
assiduity and obedience during the intermediate stage of apprenticeship to evince their
loyalty and gratitude to the King, and by meriting a continuance of His ajesty’s Royal
rotection thus to render themselves deserving of the ulterior benefits to be eventually con-
erred on them under the auspices of our most Gracious Sovereign.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
The Executive looks to your Honourable House for such co-operation as the best in-

terests of your constituents thay be found to demand, particularly in adequately accommo-
dating His Majesty's troops at present stationed here.

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly, _

_ The circumstances attending my arrival at this crisis attest the determination of the
civil authorities as well as of the officers commanding the King’s naval and military forces,
by the vigilant maintenance of public order and tranquillity, to secure the safety and pro-
mote the prosperity of all classes of His Majesty's faithful subjects in the Virgia Islands.

Tortola, July 24, 1834. (signed) E. J. Murray M‘Gregor.

278.—II.
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No. 2.
To His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,

&e. Ke. Ke.
We, the members of His Majesty’s Council of the Virgin Islands, beg leave to express

our great satisfaction at your Excellency’s visit to this part of your government.
e are happy to concur with your Excellency, that the slave population since your

Excellency’s administration have conducted themselves in apeaceable and orderlymanner
and we sincerely hope that they will by their future good behaviour evince their loyalty and
gratitude to the King, and thereby merit a continuance of His Majesty’s Royal protection,
We duly appreciate the motive by which your Excellency was induced to visit this

Colony, and rest satisfied that your Excellency,as well as the officers commanding the
King’s naval and military forces, will use all the means in their power for maintajnin
public order and tranquillity, and securing the safety and promoting the prosperity ofafl
classes of His Majesty faithtul and loyal subjects in the Virgin Islands.

(signed) William Rogers Isaacs, President.

William Gordon. William Lawson,
William Crabbe. FA. WF. Snow,
M. D. French.

 

No. 3. |

To His Excellency Sir Evan J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.,
&e. Ke. Ke.

Sir,
Tue Commons’ House of Assembly of the Virgin Islands offer their thanks to your

Excellency for your visit to this part of your Excellency’s government at this important
crisis, which cannot fail sto have the desired effect on the minds of all classes ofHis
Majesty’s subjects in these Islands, more particularly those who are about to experience so
great and important.a change.

This House begs leave to assure your Excellency that they will at all times be ready to
co-operate with your Excellency to secure the safety and promote the prosperity of all
classes of His Majesty’s subjects in the Virgin Islands.

Assembly Room, Tortola, (signed) § Thomas Marsh, Speaker.
24 July 1834.
 

—No. 238.—
Extract ofa DESPATCH from Mr. President Isaacsto Mr. Secretary SpringRice,

dated Tortola, 6 August 1834.
Ir is with pleasurable feelings that I have to acquaint you, that the 1st ofAugust

has passed off very quietly, and the Negroes throughout the Island have, con-
trary to the expectations which were entertained, with a very few exceptions, com-
menced their labour under the new system in an orderly and peaceable manner, and
which I attribute mainly to a timely and very judicious proclamation which his
Excellency Governor M‘Gregor issued here on the 24th ultimo, when on a visit
to this part of his government. I most sincerely hope this state of things -may
continue.
 

; —No, 239.—
Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart,

to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government Ilouse, Antigua, 25 August
1834.

I eNcLosE an extract of a communication from Mr. President Isaacs, afford-
ing the pleasing information that order prevailed amongst the apprenticed labourers
in the Virgin Islands up to the 4th instant.
 

Enclosure in No. 239.
Exrnact of a LETTER from his Honour the President of the Virgin Islands

to Sir Evan Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., dated 4 August 1834.
I FEEL most happy in being enabled to informyour Excellency that the ist of August

has passed off very quietly. The Negroes generally throughout the Island were given the
day; agreat number came into town and attended their usual places of worship, and con-
ducted themselves very peaceably ; no unusual excitement was manifested, and with, the
exception of a few instances, of little importance, all went quietly to their work under
the new system on the following Monday morning. I sincerely hope this state of things
may conunue, cot,
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—No. 240.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 28 July 1835.
HIS Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration four Acts passed

by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands in the month of April 1834, (although not
received at this. department till the present month,) of which the numbers and titles
are as follows :

(No. 87.) “ An Act for regulating the division of apprenticed Labourers into their
respective Classes, and for providing for the dissolution of the Apprenticeship by
Contract or otherwise.”

(No. 88.) ‘‘ An Act for prescribing the duties of apprenticed Labourers and
Employers respectively, and imposing Penalties for the non-performance thereof,
and providing other regulations for the maintenance of good order,”

(No. 8g.) ‘‘ An Act for prescribing the powers and duties of special Justices,
and for defining the Jurisdiction of the same.”
(No. go.) “ An Act to regulate the removal of predial apprenticed Labourers

from one Plantation or Estate to another; the alienation by sale, inheritance or will,
of the services of apprenticed Labourers; the apprenticeship of children of
apprenticed Labourers, and the relation in which apprenticed Labourers will stand
towards the State in the said Virgin Islands, and thereby to carry more effectually
into operation the enactments contained in that behalf in an Act of the Imperial
Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, ‘An Act for the Abolition of Slavery
throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the manumitted
Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such
Slaves.’” -

The common object of these laws is to give effect to the Act for the Abolition of
Slavery; and being for the most part transcribed from the projected Order of the
King in Council, of which copies were sent to the West Indian Legislatures for
their guidance, they are, in their general tenour, free from objection. But there are
some material exceptions to be made to this remark, which 1 proceed to specify.
First—By the 7th and 10th clauses of the Act No. 87, the right of purchasing

a discharge from apprenticeship is denied to the labourers in twocases. The first
is that in which the party shall have been proved to have been guilty at any time
since his apprenticeship of any theft, larceny, or any crime or felony; or of having
received stolen goods ; or of having acquired dishonestly or fraudulently any part of
the money he is about to pay; or of having run away or absented himself from his
employer's service for twenty days at one or at several times, or shall have been
convicted of harbouring any runaway apprentice. The second case is that in which
the apprentice may fail to pay the amount of the valuation; that failure is to be
fatal to his application for a discharge at any future time. Without pausing to
comment on the injustice of these provisions, it is sufficient to say that they are
repugnant to the 8th clause of the Act of Parliament, which gives the right of
purchasing a discharge, unfettered by any such restriction. No Colonial Legislature
can lawfully contravene the British statute by such an enactment.
Second.—The 12th and 13th sections of the Act No. 88, forbid the apprentice

to receive any person in his own hut, if within the employer's estate, except with the
employer's consent; the case of a husband or wife being exceptedonly, if the.
applicant for the indulgence be of good character, and if the request for conjugal
society be preferred in a proper manner; and even then the parties are to meet at
the home of the apprentice only at proper times, and as long as they shall conduct
themselves in a proper manner. There is an uncertainty and harshness in these
rules, whichI forbear to dwell upon, since their illegality is a still more conclusive
objection to them. The apprentice is the tenant at will of the hut he occupies,
paying rent in the form of services, and entitled to admit into his home whatever
person he shall think proper, provided that his guests or inmates do not infringe the
police regulations of the Colony, or the good discipline of the plantation. To debar
husbands and wives of each other’s society, or even, in the present state of West
Indian manners, to forbid an apprenticéd labourer to receive his concubine under
his roof, is an invasion of the rights of the apprentice, for which no compensation
could be found in any consequent increase of good order or ofgood morals.
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Third.—The 15th section of the same Act forbids the apprentice to quit the
district in which he lives, without a written pass from his employer. Unless the
special justice be entitled to grant this indulgence, the effect will be to give to the
employer a monopoly of the leisure time and extra labour of their apprentices,
This is entirely at variance with the spirit of the Act of Parliament, and terms of
the Order in Council.

Fourth.—The 19th section forbids an apprentice to depasture any cattle or other
live stock, on the land of any person whatever, except in pursuance of a written
authority for the purpose. Such regulations, if enforced, are calculated to give rise
to continual vexation, and do little or no good.

- Fifth.—Under the 28th section of the same Act, the special magistrates are
authorized to sentence the apprentices to.imprisonment on the estates. No security
is taken against the use of improper places of confinement.

Sixth.—The seven and a half hours of daily labour are, by the 39th section,
declared to commence with the arrival of the labourer at his place of work.
I cannot admit the justice of this rule. While walking thither, he is just as much
engaged in his employer's service as when actually at work there; and if he resides
four miles from the scene of his labour, this rule would add two hours daily to the
period prescribed by Parliament.
Seventh.—By the 51st section of the Act No. 88, and by the 24th section of

the Act No. 89, an appeal is given to the King’s Bench and quarter sessions against
the decision of the special magistrates. As those courts have no judges except the
proprietors of the colony, the result of this rule is to give to them an entire control
over the administration of the law between employers and apprentices. .
Eighth.—By the 22d section of the Act No. 89, whatever time an apprentice

passes in prison will render him a debtor to his employer for a double amount, just
as though the absence had been voluntary. I consider this twofold punishment
objectionable, both as unjust in itself, and as giving to the employer a direct interest
in the misconduct of his apprentice.
Ninth.—By the second clause of the Act No. go, it is declared that the consent

of a single special justice shall be sufficient. to authorize the transfer of a preedial
apprentice from one plantation to another. The gth section of the British Act of
Parliament requires the consent of éwo justices. If it is said there may be only one
in the Colony, the inevitable answer, I apprehend, is, that in such a case Parliament
has made the apprentice irremovable. The expediency of that rule may be
debated; but the existence of it, and consequently its authority until repealed, is
perfectly clear.
Tenth.—The 4th section of the same Act declares, that in cases where the

removal of the apprentice may not last beyond five days successively, the consent
even of a single magistrate shall not be necessary. The gth section of the Act of
Parliament, on the contrary, forbids the employment of predial apprentices at all,
beyond the limits ofthe estates to which they were attached on the 1st of August

~ last, unless the consent of two special justices be obtained in the peculiar case which
is there mentioned.

You will be pleased to communicate to the Legislature of the Virgin Islands, the
objections which I have been thus under the necessity of stating to their laws for
giving effect to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery ; and whilst you request them
to take measures for removing these objections, you will not fail to remind them,
that they cannot, in the meantime, be considered as having performed the condition
on which alone they will be entitled to their share of the Compensation Fund.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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DOMINICA.

—No. 241.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. 1. Schomberg to
Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre.

Government House, Dominica,
Sir, Roseau, 3 August 1833.

I nave the honour to transmit (direct) a copy of a message received this day
from the Honourable Board of Council and the Honourable House of Assembly of
Dominica, for the information of the Right honourable the Secretary for the
Colonies. |

The message, as will appear, was in consequence of my communication to the
Legislature on the subject of the resolutions which passed both Houses of Parlia-
‘ment, relative to the Abolition of Negro Slavery, bearing date 25 June 1833.

I have been induced to communicate direct, from the desire expressed on the
part of the Right honourable Secretary to obtain information, -as early as possible,
on this important subject, and more especially as the packet might: not delay suffi-
ciently long at Antigua, to insure transmission through his Excellency the Governor
in Chief from thence.

I have duly apprised his Excellency Sir Evan M‘Gregor of the steps I have
therefore thought it expedient to adopt.

I have, &c. .
(signed) CC. M. Schomberg, Lieut.-Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 241.

His Honour the President and Council, and the Speaker and House of Assembly,
to his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

In acknowledging the receipt of your Honour’s message of the 27th ultimo, received
esterday, transmitting for our information the very important Despatch of the Right

Ponourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with the Resolutions by which the
House of Commons have declared the expediency of adopting immediate and effectual
measures for the Abolition of Slavery in the British Colonies; we beg leave to express our
sense of the enlightened view which Parliament has taken of that momentous question,
embracing as it does not only a great financial measure, but the interest of the slaves and
society at large, both in the West Indies and the Mother Country.
The principle of compensation to proprietors of slaves having been conceded to the

amount of twenty millions sterling, we most confidently rely on the justice of Parliament for
a fair and unqualified distribution of this grant,per capite; we shall then be ready to co-operate
with Government, and apply ourselves in a spirit and temper befitting the important duties
of so arduous an undertaking as this great change in the existing relations of society will
immediately require ofus. We shall wait with a cheerful hope, not unmixed with anxiety,
for the provisions of the Bill which is to give effect to the Resolutions, in the expectation
that it will be of such a nature as to aid and assist our future deliberation on this important
subject,

 

Council Chamber, 3 August 1833. (signed) We. Blane, President, pro temp.
House of Assembly, 3 Aug. 1833. (signed) § James Corlet, Speaker.

—No. 242.—

_Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. Mf. Schomberg to
Mr. Secretary Stanley. .

Sir, Dominica, Roseau, 2d November 1833.
_AtrHouGH nothing has occurred to make it necessary for me to communicate
with you direct, yet, as the present may be considered a moment of some anxiety,
E do myself the honour of stating, that since His Majesty’s proclamation has been
promulgated in due form, and in French and English, and since the substance of
the Act for the Abolition of Slavery has been explained in the fullest manner to the
Negroes on the different -estates, every thing has continued as tranquil on this
Island as when I assumed the executive duties on the day of my arrival, the 23d
April last.
278,.—II. The

DOMINICA.

No. 241.

Enclosure in
No. 241.

No. 242,

669



670

DOMINICA.

Enclosures in
No. 942.

136 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

The feeling on the part of the old Negroes, I have reason tobelieve, is not un-
mixed with doubts respecting their future fate, when the period of apprenticesh;
will terminate, and at a time when they may look forward to be helpless: that
manifested by the younger people is merely an anxiety for speedy emancipation
Much more apathy, however, has been observed on the part of theNegroes gene.
rally on the subject, than was expected by people of considerable experience,
Some planters and attorneys on the estates now seem to wish for immediate and

total emancipation of their Negroes, from an idea that they could make more advan.
tageous arrangements than they fancy they are likely to do (all considered) under
those about to be adopted. Doubts of future results must pervadea certain num.
ber of persons, but I hope not the majority. Coffee is likely to be morecultivated
than heretofore, especially by the French proprietors, the advantages of which can.
not of course be felt for some years.

I have the honour to enclose copies of messages to and from the Assembly on
the occasion of presenting the Abolition Bill and its accompanying circular. “The
House on both occasions was thinly attended. I have reason to know that a
desire exists to ascertain the feelings of other islands on the present occasion,

I shall have the honour of transmitting to his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief
copies of any public documents which may be forwarded to the ColonialDepart-
ment from time to time.

great

I have, &c.

(signed) C. M. Schomberg,Lieut.-Governor,

 

Enclosures in No. 242,

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to his Honour the Speaker and
House of Assembly.

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor avails himself of the earliest opportunity of layin
befure the honourable House of Assembly, “ An Act for the Abolitiun of Slavery throug: out
the British Colonies, for promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compen-
sating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” bearing date 28th August
1833, forwarded by Mr. Secretary Stanley, and received this day; the same having been
assented to by His Most Gracious Majesty.

His Honour also transmits copies of a Royal Proclamation, which will be immediatel
made public, according to the instructions of the Right honourable the Secretary of State
for the Colonial Department. .

Whatever further information his Honour may have to transmit, both honourable Houses
of the Legislature may depend on the earliest possible communication being made to them
of it from time to time.
oe (signed) C. M. Schomberg, Lieut.~Governor,
Government House, 8 October 1833.

His Honour the Speaker and House of Assembly to his Honour the
Lieutenant-Governor.

Tue House have to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour's message of yesterday's
date, accompanied by “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies,
for promoting the. industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons
hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” bearing date the 28th of August 1833;
also His Majesty’s Proclamation, referring to the same; and beg to assure your Honour that
they will lose no fime in taking that important measure into their most serious considera-

tion. (signed) James Corlet, Speaker.
House of Assembly, gth October 1833.

 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to his Honour the Speaker and
House of Assembly.

THE Lieutenant-Governor avails himself of the present occasion-to lay before the honour-
able House of Assembly a copy of a circular Despatch from the Right honourable the Secre-
tary of State for the ColonialDepartment, relative to the “ Act for the Abolition of Slavery
throughout the British Colonies,” which has been already submitted.
The message received by the Lieutenant-Governor from the honourable House ofAssembly,

in reference to that Act, leads him contidently to look forward to cordial, earnest and active
exertion, in furtherance of the important measures requisite to be adopted by the honour-
able House of Assembly, for the full accomplishment of the great objects which His
Majesty’s Government have in view, the happiness of His Majesty’s subjects, and the
prosperity of his colonial possessions. th

e
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The Lieutenant-Governor begs to assure the honourable House, that he will be most happy
in cheerfully and diligently performing that part of his duty which may tend to facilitate
the measures that may be thought expedient to adopt, in order to conquer any difficulties
which may arise (from time to time) from local or unforeseen circumstances, and which the
Lieutenant-Governor hopes will be no sooner discovered than dissipated.

(signed)  C, M. Schomberg, Lieut.~Governor.
Government House, 28 October 1833.

 

His Honour the Speaker and House of Assembly to His Honour the
Lieutenant-Governor.

Tue House respectfully acknowledge your Honour’s communication of the 28th instant,
accompanied by'a Despatch from the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, dated 5th September last, relative to the Bill passed by the British Parliament
for the Abolition of Slavery in the Colonies.

This subject will meet such attention from the House as one of so much moment de-

mands. (signed) James Corlet, Speaker.
House of Assembly, 30 October 1833.
 

— No, 243. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray MGregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-sireet, goth December 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a Despatch which Sir Charles

Schomberg addressed to me on the 2d November last, ‘enclosing copies of his mes-
sages to the House of Assembly, and the replies of the Assembly thereto, on the
‘occasion of the Abolition Bill being presented to the House.

I have, &e.
(signed) E. G. Stanley.
 

— No. 244. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir E. J. Murray M Gregor, Bart.,
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Antigua, 30th May 1834.
I po myself the honour of forwarding two Acts passed by the Legislature of

Dominica, and which have been assented to by the Licutenant-Governor, under
my instructions, in conformity with the advice of His Majesty’s crown lawyers, for
the Island of Antigua, viz.
_1st. “ An Act for registering all Persons actually within this Island, on the first day
of August, in this present year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and thirty-
four, and who shall have been duly registered as Slaves, in conformity with the
Laws now in force; and also for establishing a Classification thereof, for the pur-
poses set forth in and by an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and
Ireland, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colo-
nies; for promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating
the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves.’”

adly. “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of
compensation, and for promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves.”

**Thefirst of these Bills has for its object,—

Colony on the 1st August 1834, with a view of clearly defining the parties
coming within the terms of the first clause of the British Act; and secondly, the
classification of the apprenticed labourers, according to a form annexed, and a
statement in alphabetical order of the names of every slave in the Colony, with
an additional column for those who shall, on the 1st August, be under the age
of six years.

‘‘ The returns are directed to be on the ‘1st day of August 1834, or
within thirty days after; the classification of the labourers is distinctly stated,
and the whole of this section is in perfect accordance with the strict letter of
the first and fourth sections of the British Act.
“2d. To facilitate the preparing these returns, the registrar is directed to

send printed copies of the Act to the waywardens of each parish, for distri-
bution andgeneral information, to cause advertisements to be inserted in the
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DOMINICA. public newspapers, and at the public expense to cause to be printed. for
—_ ~ general distribution forms of the returns directed to be made.

“3d. Registrar to preserve the original returns, and within six months to
copy them in a strongly bound book, to be kept for public inspection,

‘‘ 4th. The registrar to authenticate the registry when completed.
‘‘s5th. Parties making returns to be sworn to the truth thereof.
“6th. Registrar doubting the accuracy of the return to summon allproper

parties and witnesses, and to inquire into the same, and if necessary to correct
returns; either party to have the right to appeal to a judge of the Court of
Common Pleas. __

‘“‘7th. Party neglecting to make return on affidavit to incur a penalty not
exceeding 25/. nor less than 408.

“‘ 8th. The judges to make rules regulating the proceedings on appeals from
the decision of the registrar.

‘oth. Question arising as to what class an apprenticed labourer belongs, a
certified extract from the registry to be conclusive evidence.

“10th. Registrar neglecting duty to incur penalty of 200/., and to be liable
to action at the suit of the party aggrieved.

“71th. Registrar to receive 300/; currency out of the Colonial Treasury, on
the completion of the duties required of him by this Act.

“12th. Points out the mode in which fines and penalties are. to.be reco-
vered; one half to the informer, and the other half to be paid in theTreasury.

“13th. Parties wilfully making false oath to any. matter required by the
Act declared guilty of perjury.”

“ The next Bill professes to embrace every object contemplated. by the Act
of Parliament, and is intituled, ‘An Act for the Abolition of Slavery. in this
Island, in consideration of compensation, and for promoting the industry of the
manumitted Slaves.’

“« The first seven clauses are precisely in the terms of the British Act, with:
the exception of section 4 of the British Act, regulating the classification of
the labourers, which is provided for by a distinct Bill, already alluded to.

____ “ These clauses regulate the manner of discharging labourers from their ap-
prenticeship, and they embrace the object of the Imperial Parliament, as
expressed in the 7th and 8th sections of the British Act. In cases of com-
pulsory discharge, without the consent of the employer, they provide that the
appraised value shall be fixed by three magistrates, one of whom shall be of
special appointment. ,

“ Is in accordance with the 10th section ofthe British Act; and provides
that no labourer, for the purposes of judicial sale, shall be removed from the
place of his abode, and in cases of attached predials shall only be sold with the
land. ‘

se This section, as well as the 45th, 46th, 47th, 48th and 4oth, have in
contemplation the carrying into effect the intention of the Imperial Parliament,
as expressed in the 11¢h section of the British Act.

“ Are transcripts from the 12th and 13th sections of the British Act.
“ This is in accordance with the 18th and 19th sections of the British

Act. Specialjustices alone to have exclusive jurisdiction over all offences, &c.
committed by labourers or their employers in their relation-to each other.
“«—-- Is in conformity to the 17th section of the British Act.”

 

 

 

 

The various local rules and regulations which the 16th section of the British Act
leaves it to the Legislature of each Colony to make and establish, for carrying into
.complete effect the object and the intention of the Imperial Parliament, are amply
provided: for by the remaining sections of this Bill, which have been transcribed,
mostly from the Jamaica Act, and from the Orders in Council framed in reference
to British Guiana, alluded to in Mr. Secretary Stanley’s Despatch of the 19th Oc-
tober 1833. The “Jamaica Act,” as published in the newspapers, has been relied
upon as a model ; but the enactments of the Dominica Bill are, in many particu-
lars, much more full and explicit, and, in my humble opinion, embrace every point
specified in the British Statute, or contemplated by His Majesty’s Government.

The following is an extract from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Charles Schomberg’s
Despatch of the 19th instant, in which theforegoingActs have been transmitted to me.

“I have caused the great seal: of the Island to be affixed. to each-of the
Acts herewith forwarded, in order (if your Excellency should deem it Proper)

that.
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that the duplicate also should be transmitted to His Majesty’s Secretary of
State for the Colonies, instead of the usual practice of sending one copy to the
President of the Board of Trade, to whose department the Acts in question
do not in any way refer. I have, &e.

(signed) E. J. Murray M'‘Gregor, Governor.

 

—No. 245.—

~ Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. M. Schomberg to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Dominica, Roseau, 1 August 1834,.
Sir, 6 o’clock p. m., Mail-boat due.
THE date of this Letter will, I trust, sufficiently account for my having the honour

of communicating with you direct, especially as his Excellency the Governor-in-
Chief may nct be immediately on the spot when the ‘mail-boat takes her final
departure for St. ‘Thomas.

I therefore have the honour to state, that every thing is quiet, as far as I can
learn up to the hour before stated; but an apparent sulky dislike to the appren-
ticeship system is quite manifest among the negroes, nor are there in Roseau, as
yet, any symptoms of rejoicing or satisfaction displayed.
One stipendiary magistrate, who is indefatigable in the execution of his laborious

duties, Mr. Radford, has arrived ; the absence of the others is much felt, from thie
difficulties of the interior of this Island, and from the sickly season having set in
with severity. I have therefore found it absolutely necessary to appoint 17
special magistrates to meet the weight of duty at this serious crisis, for the reasons
already stated. I have, &c.

(signed) C. M. Schomberg, Lieutenant-Governor.

 

—No. 246. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. JZ. Schomberg to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Dominica, Roseau, 2 August 1834, 10 a. M.
_ Tuan the honour of addressing you yesterday, the 1st of August, and as the
mail-boat is now in sight, I shall only state that all remains quiet, and that no
unfavourable reports have reached me from any quarter of the Island.
~ Tam much gratified in observing that a greater proportion of food is pouring into
the market (Saturday) than usual, and I trust that on Monday the field labour will
be resumed without interruption of any consequence.

 

I have, &c.
(signed) C. M. Schomberg, Lieutenant-Governo x

—No. 247,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 6th September 1834.
I nave received Sir C, Schomberg’s Despatches of the ist and 2d of August,

copies of which were doubtless duly transmitted to you. You will be pleased to
convey to Sir C. Schomberg my acknowledgements for these communications, and
my approval of the appointment by him of 17 special magistrates to assist the one
who had arrived from this country in meeting the weight of duty which was to be
éxpected to devolve upon the magistracy at the present period. I learn with satis-
faction the favourable opinion entertained by the Lieutenant-Governor of Mr. Rad-
ford, the stipendiary magistrate, who had reached his destination; and I trust that
one, at least, of the others will have arrived in Dominica shortly. after the date of
Sir C. Schomberg’s Despatches. I have, &c.

(signed) Thos. Spring Rice,
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—No. 248.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir C. Mf. Schomberg to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Dominica, Roseau, 15th August 1834,

A mercuant vessel, the Coriolanus, being on the point of sailing for England, as
she will probably arrive before the regular packet, I have the honour to state for
your information, that discontent has manifested itself, on the part of the negroes, on
the French estates, by a refusal to Jabour and a declared hostility to the apprentice-
ship system of six years.

I have now, however, the satisfaction of reporting, that the insubordination
alluded to has been promptly checked by firm but temperate measures, which had
the effect of making the labourers resume their work for the present, and I hope for
a continuance. The benefit derived from the appearance of the stipendiary magis-

trate, being a stranger, has been of great service, the other magistrates (special)
having been familiar to the negroes.

Nothing has occurred, on the part of the negroes, of a more violent character
than what has been.stated, except in a few instances, and then the women were
always the instigators and the most difficult to manage.
When the expected stipendiary magistrates arrive, I make no doubt but that

much change may be produced for the better on the French estates, where laziness.
subterfuge and neglect are only to be combatted by vigilance and perseverance. ,

The fatigue experienced by the magistrates, from the nature of the difficulties in
penetrating into the Mountain Districts, has been great, the rains and sickly season
having set in with severity.
My last communication from his Excellency the Governor in Chief was dated

the 16th ult. His Excellency is, I believe, still at St. Christopher's.

P.S.—I have to regret that Mr. Radford, the stipendiary magistrate, is seriously
ill from his exertions. His temporary loss is much felt, the negroes having the
utmost confidence in him, being fully aware of his immediate authority.

 

—No. 249.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, . Downing-street, 16th October 1834.
I nave to acknowledge through you the receipt of a Despatch of the 15th

August, addressed to me directly by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Island of

Dominica.
You will be pleased to convey to the Lieutenant-Governor the satisfaction with

which I have learned how trifling has been the extent of dissatisfaction and insub-

ordination which has arisen in the Island of Dominica, ‘and that at the date of his

Despatch tranquillity had been restored.
You will express to the Lieutenant-Governor, and through him to all persons,

whether civil or military, acting under his command, the approval which His Majesty

is pleased to authorize me to convey to them for their zeal and exertions.

I have, &c.

(signed) Thos. Spring Rice.

 

—No. 250.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir C. A. Schomberg,

to Governor Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart., dated Government House,

Dominica, Roseau, 26 August 1834.

I avarz myself of the opportunity of the departure of the mail-boat to inform

your Excellency, that since my last communication every thing hascontinued quiet

here, and that the apprentices on the estates work without compulsion, though not

with much alacrity.
“When the three stipendiary magistrates are well at work, and have found the

means of getting about, I hope things will essume a greater degree of activity.
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DOMINICA.
— No. 251.— —_—

No. 251,
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Aberdeen to Governor

Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Colonial Office, 10th January 1835.
WITH reference to the Act passed, by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and

Assembly of Dominica, in the month of May last, for the Abolition ofSlavery,
I have to acquaint you that I expect to transmit to you by an early opportunity
an Order of His Majesty in Council, by which that Act will be left to its
operation.

On collating this Act with the corresponding law of Jamaica, I perceive that the
former has been transcribed from the latter, with but few variations; and that these
either do not affect the sense materially, or consist in amendments of which the
uniform design is to render the law more effective. It therefore appears to me
that 1 could not acquit myself of my duty on this occasion more correctly than by
transmitting to you the enclosed Copy of the Despatch, in which my predecessor,
Lord Stanley, commented on the corresponding law of Jamaica. The Council and
Assembly of Dominica will receive it as containing those remarks which I think it
necessary to make on the provisions made by them for accomplishing the same
general object. It will be found inapplicable only in reference to those occasional
amendments to which I have already adverted.

 

Ihave, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.

 

—No, 252,— No. 252.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Aberdeen to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M‘Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 20th February 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order in Council, dated the

7th instant, leaving to its operation an Act passed by the Legislature of the Island
of Dominica, in the month of April last. I have, &c, &e.

(signed) Aberdeen.

 

—No, 253.— No. 253.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor
Sir E. J. Murray M'Gregor, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 3d August 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 31st ult., declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath Obeen made in the Colony of Dominica, for giving effect to an Act of Parliament ¥, “% .made in the third and fourth year of His present Majesty for the Abolition ofSlavery,
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—wNo. 254.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

No. 254.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 1 July 1833,
I nave the honour to enclose two Reports from the Lieutenant-Governorof

St. Vincent, describing such unpleasant symptoms in the conduct of a part of the
slave population of that Island, that I lost no time in repairing there myself;
Commodore Farquhar having kindly allowed a brig of war to precede me andto
attend my requisitions there.

I am now happy to report that the judicious measures adopted by Captain Tyler
the Lieutenant-Governor, effectually restored tranquillity. ,

It must not however be forgotten, that St. Vincent is remarkably strong in fast-
nesses, and security for slaves in rebellion, whence they can invade cultivatedparts
and long maintain themselves; and the rebellion of the Charibs, under the influence
of the French, at the beginning of the last war, has left impressions of the difficul-
ties by which they were ultimately overcome.

Altogether, from the intelligence of the negroes of this Island, and the knowledge
they possess of the strength of the interior defences against regular troops, I shall
watch over them with anxious suspicion; and as a temporary precaution, I have
ordered arrangements by which the whole of the 69th regiment will be concen-
trated in the Island, a post established on the Charib coast, and a guard afforded to
the capital ; the Island meeting the whole expense of these additional quarters.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.
 

Enclosures in Enclosures in No. 254.
0. 254.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 1 June 1833.
I nave the honour to acquaint your Excellency that I received on the 21st ult. informa-

tion from the owner of one of the estates in the Charib country, that the negroes had
become not only on that estate, but on others within the same district, very troublesome,

displaying a great deal of insubordination, and using language towards their masters sub-
versive of their power and authority. Presuming that such conduct was the result of a
preconcerted plan on the part of the negroes, for the purpose of intimidating their owners
and managers, I immediately directed the magistrates, within the district alluded to, to
institute an inquiry into the above statements (a copy of my letter to them I forward to
your Excellency), and to report to me the issue of their investigation. Their report (a
copy of which, with one of the letters that accompanied it, I also enclose,) I received on
the 26th ult.

By these documents your Excellency will perceive the spirit that prevails at present
among the negroes of that part of the Island, and I am led to believe by other information,

that a similar feeling is common in the negro class throughout this Island. I am, how-
ever, far from imagining that these indications of disaffection will lead to any serious results,
but at the same time, and more particularly under Present circumstances, 1thought it my

duty to prove to them how prepared and determined we were to stop such proceedings, and

to protect both the master and manager from insolence or revenge. To enable me to carry
this desirable object into permanent and real effect, I am of opinion that the requisition for

a small detachment of troops (as signified in the magistrate’s letter,) to be stationed in or

near the Charib country, would principally tend to impress the negroes with a just sense of

obedience to the laws by which they are governed, as well as throw a shield of protection

around the white inhabitants of that part of the country. The distance of these estates

from Kingstown, and the difficulty of communication with it, arising from the peculiar for-

mation of the intervening country, renders the necessity of local aid and assistance more

imperative. Until that object can be attained, I have thought it advisable, with the con-

currence of the Privy Council, to direct Major Reid of the Royal Engineers, an officer well

known for his zeal and judgment, as well as his professional acquaintance with all parts of

this Island, to repair to the Charib country, accompanied by one of the colonial aide-de-

camps, and taking with him a circular which he was instructed to read to the slaves on the

disturbed estates in the presence of their masters, who were desired to collect them together

for that purpose.
Major Reid was also directed to make observations, during this tour, as to the most

eligible station for troops in that country, and to communicate with the proprietors respect-

ing the best method of their quartering such troops.  Having
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Having these several objects in view, it was my belief that the course I have adopted and
explained to yor Excellency, would answer all the ends the magistrates had contemplated
as likely to be accomplished by my presence; and I moreover preferred that the civil
authority should continue vested in them, until some more urgent cause than the present

its suspension.warranted it P I have, &e.
To His Excellency, Major-General, (signed) Geo. Tyler.

Sir Lionel Smith, xk. c. 3B.

 

Cortes of LeaTERs, &c. &c. connected with an Inquiry, directed by his Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor, into the conduct of the Negroes on the Estates in the vicinity of
the Charib District. N

01.
My dear Sir, — ; Waterloo, 20 May 1833.

I am sorry to say that there is every appearance of our negroes ‘becoming very trouble-
some. They allturn out morning and evening long after the proper time, and in a body. -
1 was obliged on Saturday to send three of the Orange Hill people to the stocks, and I have
learned that the gang of negroes declared, if they were punished, that they would go to
the governor in a body. All the gangs are acting in the same manner, which shows that it
isa preconcerted arrangement among them. J have every reason to think that they as-
semble at night to lay their plans; I of course punished the people this morning, and wait
to see if they will put their threat into execution. I think before it is too late that we
should apply for the establishment of a post at Mount Young; if all I hear be true, no

 

time should be lost. I suppose you will be home to-morrow.
. Yours truly,

To Alexander Cumming, Esq. (signed) James Sutherland.

No. 2.

(Circular.)
Gentlemen, Government House, St. Vincent, «1 May 1893.
A LeTTER having been communicated to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, from

Mr. James Sutherland to Mr. Alexander Cumming, dated the goth May, stating that a
troublesome and insubordinate disposition had manifested itself amongst the negroes on
Orange Hill estate, and other properties situated in and near the Charib country; I am
commanded by his Excellency to request that you will immediately proceed to a minute
investigation of the circumstances alluded to, and that you will make to him as speedy a
report on the subject as you can.
Ihave likewise been directed by his Excellency to request Mr. Sutherland to collect and

produce such witnesses as may be necessary to prove the disorderly behaviour of the negroes,
and | therefore beg to suggest to you the propriety of fixing with that gentleman on the
estate on which it may be most expedient to commence the investigation.

To Alexander Cumming, Esq. 3. P. I have, &c.
Patrick Crichton, Esq. J. P. (signed) S. Osborne Gibbes,
The Rev. T. A. Browne, 5. Pp. Government Secretary.
George Colquhoun Grant, Esq. 5. P.

No. 3.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 21 May 1833.
A .eTTER having been communicated to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, ad-

dressed to you by Mr. Alexander Cumming, and dated the 20th May, stating, that a
troublesome and insubordinate disposition had manifested itself amongst the negroes on
Orange Hill estate, and other properties situated in and near theCharib country. I have
been ccmmanded by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to request the following
magistrates, viz. Mr. Alexander Cumming, Mr. Patrick Crichton, Mr. GeorgeColquhoun
Grant, and the Rev. T. A. Browne, to proceed to an immediate and minute investigation of
the circumstances alluded to; and 1] em further directed by his Excellency to request, that
you will collect and produce before the above-named gentlemen such witnesses as maybe
necessary to prove the disorderly behaviour of the negroes, and may assist in conducting

 

the directed investigation. L have, &ce

ToJames Sutherland, Esq. &e. &e. (signed) § §. Osborne Gibbes,
Government Secretary.

No. 4,

Sir, Grand Sable Estate, St. Vincent, 24 May 1833.
In compliance with his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor’s instructions, we have this

day instituted an inquiry into the troublesome and insubordinate disposition which had
manifested itself amongst the negroes on the properties situated in and near the Charib
278.—II, country,
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country, and beg leave to enclose, for his Excellency’s further information, copies of the
various depositions that have been taken, and to report that there appears to us to be a
strong spirit of insubordination manifested amongst the negro population on many estates
and which we have every reason to suppose originates from the erroneous ideas they enter.
tain relative to their immediate emancipation.
From the difficulty of eliciting any accurate information from the negroes respecting their

own movements, we cannot decidedly state that nocturnal meetings have actually taken
place for the purpose of discussing that subject, but we have every reason to suppose that
such has been the case.

Under these circumstances, and considering the isolated position of the Charib count
and its distance from any military post, we beg leave respectfully to suggest to his Exea.
lency, as a politic and precautionary measure, the expediency of affording somemilitary
protection to this important part of the Island, so soon as the state of the garrison will
admit of it, and in the mean time the almost absolute necessity of having the public mind
disabused on this important question, either by his Excellency’s Proclamation, or what in

our humble opinion would be still more efficient, a personal tour of inspection, as we have
no doubt that his Excellency’s presence would be attended with the most beneficial result
to all parties.

‘And we press this recommendation the more earnestly, because, on reading over the
enclosed depositions, his Excellency will not fail to observe in how very few instances have
corporal punishments been had recourse to for the purpose of putting down this sririt of
insubordination, and how desirable therefore, it would be to induce abetter feeling of the
negro towards his master by the milder measures we have suggested, rather than he com-
pelled to have frequent and repeated recourse to corporal punishments, which would be
otherwise absolutely necessary, and which are still legalized by our colonial enactments,

We have, &c.

Sir S. Osborne Gibbes, Bart. (signed) Patrick Crichton, 3. P.
&e. Ke, Ke. Thomas Alexander Browne, 5. p,

George C. Grant, 3. Pp.

 

No. 5.

Proceepines of the Bench of Magistrates assembled at Grand Sable Estate in
Charlotte Parish, St. Vincent, by order of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
for the purpose of inquiring into “the troublesome and insubordinate disposition
which had manifested itself among the Negroes on the Properties situated in and
near the Charib Country.”

Friday, 24th day of May 1833.

Patrick Crichton, Esq. of Langley-park,
George Colquhoun Grant, Esq. of the Adelphi, Sittinc MacistRares.
Rev. Thomas Alexander Browne, of Grand Sable,

James Sutherland, esq. of Waterloo estate, being sworn, deposed,—That on his return
home from Kingstown, on Thursday, the 16th day of May, he was informed by his manager
at Orange-hill, Mr. Stevenson, that the negroes during his absence in town had turned
out very late to their work, which he had also confirmed by the testimo y of the driver,
* that such was the case, but what was the occasion of it he did not know.’

Mr. Sutherland added, that he declared in the presence of the gang on the Friday after-
noon, that if they persisted in their misconduct he would certainly punish them. The fol-
lowing day (Saturday) he attended at the field himself, and finding the negroes still per-
sisting in the same conduct, ordered three of them into confinement.
The next day (Sunday) he was informed by his manager, that the gang had been over-

heard to say, that if those three men were punished, they would all go in a body to the
governor to complain. .
On Monday those three individuals were punished; since which time the gang have

turned out to their work at the usual hour.
Mr. Stevenson, the manager of Orange-hill estate, being sworn, confirmed the evidence

of Mr. James Sutherland, as relates to what passed in his presence; and further added, that
the gang, for some days previous to the return of Mr. Sutherland from town, had generally
turned out about half an hour after sunrise, and then proceeded (apparently on a precon-
certed plan), in a body to the field which they seldom reached until a quarter before seven
o’clock. Mr. Stevenson being asked by whom he was informed of the declaration of the
negroes, that if those three men were punished, they would go in a body to the governorto
complain, declined naming the person, from an apprehension that the individual might
thereby be exposed to ill treatment from the rest of the negroes.

Mr. Alexander Macleod, of Turama, the estate adjoining Orange-hill, being sworn, de-
posed,—-That he went to town on Tuesday, the 14th instant, and on the morning of the 18th,
on going to the field, found that the gang had, during his absence of four days, done no
more work than they might or ought to have done in two days. On inquiry, the overseer.
infermed him that the negroes turned out very late in the moraing; and that in the after-

nov,
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noon, although they had been allowed fully two hours at noon, they did not turn out till an ST, VINCENT.
hour after the shell had blown. He attended at the field himself in the afternoon of the day
on which he received the information, and observed that the gang, contrary to their usual
ractice, had collected in a body near the negro houses, from whence they proceeded to the

field in the same manner, and reached it half an hour after the time they ought to have been
at work. In consequence oftheir misconduct, and this apparent combination to neglect their
work, he ordered four of those who appeared to be the principals to be punished, since
which pericd they have tured out at the regular hour. _ One of the four, named Grandison,
who had been ordered into confinement after being punished, was heard by Mr. Davis, one
of the overseers, and Quashie, one of the coopers, to declare that what had been done to
him he would soon do to them. Mr. Macleod’being questioned by the magistrates whether
be has any knowledge of nightlymeetings being held by the negroes from different estates,

said that he had every reason to believe that such do frequently take place, as he often met
with numbers of the negroes from the other estates going in the direction of Orange-hill and
Turama, at very late hours of the night; and further added, that during a residence of
twenty-six years in the Charib country, he never before observed the same want ofdiscipline
and obedience which has been manifested for some months past. On one occasion, when
returning home at eleven o’clock at night, he observed a body of about twenty-five negro
men assembled on the high road, at the boundary line between the Rabacca and Waterloo
estates; and on his riding up at a quick pace to discover who they were, they immediately
dispersed themselves among the cane fields.

Alexander Cumming, esq., proprietor of Lot 14 and Rabacca estate, being sworn, stated
that there has been a visible alteration in the conduct of the ang of No. 14 estate, within
the last few months. The negroes have come into the hospital in considerable numbers,
from thirty to fifty each morning, and the greater number without any appearance of sick-
ness, or in fact any cause to prevent them from pursuing their usual occupations, some
stating that they had been attending at the mill, and others at the co per-hole the preced-
ing day, and were tired. A case of this kind occurred two days ago. B man named George
came to the hospital, and said that he had a pain in his side; that he had been fireman yes-
terday, and that he wanted rest. Mr. Cumming told him that he did not think that there
was much the matter with him, and thought that he might go to his work, asking him how
he could expect to be fed and clothed, &c. unless he worked for it. To this George replied
that he had already worked for his master a great deal; that it was true his master gave
him fish and clothing, but that the work hedid was quite sufficient payment for it; that
as to his provision grounds, he had cleared and planted them himself, and that he considered
them to be his own; that although his master had bought him with his money, he had
already worked sufficiently long to pay him for what he cost. Mr. Cumming left George
in the hospital; but on his return after breakfast, found that he had left it on business not
connected with the estate, which evidently proved that he was able to resume his labour in
the field, if he had been so inclined. Mr. Cumming further stated, that some weeks ago,
when he threatened to punish a negro named Simon, for some gross misconduct, he (Simon)
approached him in a menacing attitude, declaring that if he were punished, he would do
something for which the gallows should be the punishment, and not the treadmill.
Mr. Jennings, the manager of Rabacca estate, being sworn, stated, thatat the request ofMr.

Cumming he attended at the hospital, at Lot 14 estate, and observed the numbers frequenting
it so unusually great, that it would be utterly impossible to carry on the business of the estate
if such a practice were continued ; that on examination of the different persons he saw
there, he found that far the greater number hatl not the slightest appearance of illness, or
any sufficient reason to absent themselves from their work. Mr. Jennings further stated,
that at Rabacca estate, where he resides, he finds the negroes generally turning out late to
their work, and that the women and small gang in particular not only turn out much later,
but do at least one-third less work when in the field than they formerly did; nor do they
do their work in their usual cheerful manner. 1n answer to a question from the bench, of
what steps had been taken to induce the numerous skulkers in the hospital at No. 14 to
turn out to their work, Mr. Jennings stated, that every means, with the exception of cor-
poral punishment, had been tried without success. |

Mr. James Filis, the manager of Lot 14 estate, being sworn, stated, that the gangs turn
out much later than formerly, that they go in crowds to the hospital for the first four days
in the week, turning out on Friday and Saturday, and thus losing three or four days’ work
ineach week. Yesterday, on finding fault with some who turned out 15 minutes after
sunrise, they told him that it was too cold a morning to turn out earlier. Mr. Ellis further
stated, that for the last two months he has observed a spirit of obstinacy and disobedience
among the gang, and particularly among the young grown up men and women.
Mr. Thomas A. Hares, overseer at Lot 14 estate, being sworn, deposed,—That being in

the field on the 4th of this month, the negroes were very abusive, on account of a smaller
quantity of rum than usual being sent by mistake to the field, though they were aware at
the time that the deficiency had been ordered to be made up to them immediately; that he
heard several of them declare that they would soon drive all the white persons off the
estates, and take the buckras wives for themselves; that some days after this, as Mr. Cum-
ming’s servant was passing the works with his master’s horse, deponent heard two young
men, Guy and Dublin, in conversation, one of whom observed,pointing to the horse, that
that was the one he wouldget. when he was free, and the other said he would buya gig.
He reported these conversations to the manager (Mr. Ellis) immediately after.

278.—II. Mr. Thomas
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Mr. Thomas Mackintyre, ofColonaire estate, being sworn, deposed,—That for some weekg
past he has observed the negroes to be very troublesome, turning out very lat2 in the mornin
and afternoon; that they sometimes did not get to work until nearly three o’clock in the
afternoon, and that this occurred once when Mr. Munro, the attorney of the estate, wag
on the place; that Mr. Munro went to the field with deponent, and asked the gang if they
had any cause of complaint; to which they answered No. Mr. Munro then asked them wh
they turned out so badly, threatening that if they persisted in it they should de punished.
For some time after this, deponent observing no alteration in their conduct for the better
ordered one of those who came last into the field into confinement, with the intentionof
punishing him, but the gang interceded for him, promising better behaviour for thy future.
since which they have turned out earlier. Mr. Mackintyre further stated, that when
inclined to behave ill or turn out late, the gang seems to act in concert, leaving their houses
and going to the field in a body, so that no ringleader can be pointed out.

Mr. Macpherson, manager of Mount William estate, being sworn, deposed,—That the
negroes have frequented the hospital of late in much greater numbers than formerly, and
that he has great difficulty in prevailing upon them to go to their work.

Patrick Crichton, esq., manager of Langley Park estate, being sworn, deposed,—That he
has observed that the negroes have frequented the hospital in great numbers with little or
no apparent illness, andthat he has found much difficulty ingetting them out to their work;
that the gang turns out much later than formerly, and that he has been obliged to punish
severalof them by confinement at night for such conduct.

George Colquhoun Grant, esq. of the Adelphi estate, being sworn, deposed,—That it had
been reported to him by the overseers that the gang have, for the last two or three months,
turned out very badly to their work; that they have not, while in the field, performed near
the quantity of work which they formerly did, and the hospital list shews an increase of
nearly double the number formerly there, without any apparent complaint; that the negroes
are ina very unsettled state in consequence of the erroneous ideas entertained by them
respecting their immediate emancipation; that about five days ago he was compelled to
inflict 12 stripes on a negro man named Thomas, who madea practice of constantly coming
late to his work, and who on being complained of by the driver and overseers for so absenting
himself, was extremely abusive to the latter, declaring that his master had not the power’

of inflicting corporal punishment on him.

 

(Circular.) No. 6.

Gentlemen, Government House, St. Vincent, 27 h May 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 24th instant, with a

report of the proceedings and evidence taken before you on the subject of the insubordination
manifested by the negroes on several of the estates within the Charib district, and havin
laid the same before his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, I am commanded to inform
you that immediate attention shall be paid to your suggestions, and every means adopted
to prevent the recurrence of the acts of disobedience and disaffection which appear by your
report to be generally prevalent amongst the negroes on the estates in that direction.

 

I have, &c.
To Patrick Crichton, esq,, J. P. (signed) S. Osborne Gibbes, Govt Secy.

The Rev. T. A. Brown, 5. P.
Geo. Colquhoun Grant, esq., J. P.

No. 7.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 27 May 1833.
I am directed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you will fur-

nish him with information as to what means of accommodation exist for quartering a com-
pany of troops of the line at Mount Young, or in the vicinity of that post.

 

Major Reid, Royal Engineers, &c. &c. &c. I have, &c.
Fort Chazlotte. (signed) S. Osborne Gibbes, Govt Sec.

, No. 8 .
Sir, Fort Charlotte, 27th May 1833.

In answer to your Letter of this day’s date, requiring to know what means of accommo-
dation exists for quarteringa company of troops of the:line at Mount Young, or in the
vicinity of that post, I have the honour to acquaint you that there is now no building on
or near it belonging to government, and that the only barracks in the Island are those of |
Fort Charlotte, with the exception of the small building for eight men at Cane Garden
Point. Most of the estates in that part of the country have got some substantial buildings
in which a company of infantry could be placed, provided their crop season be over.

Lhave, &c. :
. Sir S. Osborne Gibbes, Bart. (signed) Win Reid, Major R! Engineers.

Ke. Ke. Xe.
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(Circular.) No. 9,

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 28th May 1833.
Ir is with feelings of regret and surprise that I find, by a late investigation into the

conduct of some of the negroes upon your estate, that they have not only been guilty
of great disobedience and insubordination, but that they have actually held out threats of
violence and revenge against their master. Such conduct deserves the severest punishment,
and they may rest assured that they will find me determined to visit any future behaviour
of a similar nature with the exercise of the utmost powers that His Majesty has vested in
me, and which, when brought into action will be equally prompt, rigorous and severe.
You will, Sir, communicate this to the whole of the negroes under your estate, collecting
them together for that purpose, and take this opportunity of impressing upon their minds
the absolute necessity of shewing respect to their master, obedience to his commands, and a
eneral improvement in their conduct; otherwise they cannot expect to receive any further

Fenefit or indulgence from our most gracious Sovereign.
I am, &c.

To James Sutherland, esq., of Waterloo Estate. (signed) Geo. Tyler.
Mr. Stevenson, of Orange Hill Estate.
Mr. Alexander M‘Leod, of Turama Estate.
Alexander Cumming, esq., of Lot 14.
Mr, Jennings, of. Rabacca Estate.
Mr. Thomas Mackintyre, of Colonaire Estate.
Patrick Crichton, esq., of Langley Park.
George Colquhoun Grant, esq., of the Adelphi Estate.

 

No. 10.

Sir, Government ‘House, St. Vincent, 30 May 1833.
I nave the honour to forward to you the accompanying Circulars (together with a copy

of them for your own perusal) to be delivered to Major Reid, who will convey them to tke
individuals to whom they are addressed.
Major Reid will be accompanied by one of my aides-de-camp, and will lose no time in

carrying into effect the instructions which he has received from me.

 

I have, &c.
To Lieut.-Colonel Sir Charles Cayler, Bart. . (signed) Geo. Tyler.

Commanding His Majesty’s Troops, &c. &c. &c.
Fort Charlotte.

No. 11.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 30 May 1833.
I nave forwarded to Sir Charles Cayler, the commanding officer of His Majesty’s Forces

in this Colony, eight circulars, to be delivered to you. They severally contain the sub-
stance of our communication yesterday, and at that interview I so fully explained my reasons

- for selecting you for the purpose ofconveying them to the individuals to whom they are
addressed, that I need not, on the present occasion, recapitulate them; but trusting to your
well-known zeal and judgment, I have the fullest confidence and assurance that you will
carry into effect without delay the objects of my intentions.

Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, one ofmy aides-de-camp, will accompany you, and be subject
to any orders you may think fit to give him.

 

Ihave, &e.
(signed) Geo. Tyler,

- To Major Reid, Royal Engineers, &c. &c. &c. ieut.-Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.
Fort Charlotte.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, qth June 1893.
I nap the honour of forwarding te your Excellency on the 1st instant, a detailed account

of various proceedings that had taken place in this Government at the latter end of last
month, in consequence of an appearance of insubordination amongst some of the negroes
in the Windward and Charib districts of the Island, together with copies of correspondence
and other documents relative thereto.

I have now the honour further to transmit to your Excellency, a copy of a Report from
Major Reid, on his return from his mission to the several disturbed estates, and also of two
Letters, which that Report in my opinion called for; the first appointing three magistrates to
hold a petty session weekly upon the most disorganized estates to windward, and the other
to the proprietor of that estate, to acquaint him with the step I had taken.

hese various measures will, I trust, be fully adequate to bring the negroes back to their
former habits of industry and obedience. There are other measures, however, adverted to
in Major Reid’s Report, viz. the establishment of a military force at Grand Sable, the
eaaation of the Charibs into a useful auxiliary body, &c. &c., which will demand, and
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on which [ shall bestow, the most serious consideration; and while I shall take an early
opportunity of communicating my own sentiments upon them to your Excellency, [ shail
be happy to receive any suggestions or instructions you may think proper to convey to me,

 

To His Excell I have, &e.
'o His Excellency (signed) Geo. Tyler,

Major-General Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. 3. wn
&e. &e. &e,

Sir, , St. Vincent, 2d June 1895,
In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I have visited the estates of the eicht
entlemen in the Charib country and windward part of the Island, in company with your
xcellency’s aide-de-camp, Colonel Taylor, and I Tead your circular to the assembled

negroes at each of their estates. The evidencepreviously taken by the magistrates, shows
that although seven of these estates had failen off in their duty to their master, the conduct
of the negroes in Lot 14 alone was mutinous, and as we proceeded, we found this confirmed,
The proprietor of Lot 14, Mr. Cummings, met us at Grand Sable estate, and arranged

the time of assembling his negroes, and although I was led to believe that they were in
a state of great indiscipline, arising from their master’s great kindness, accompanied with
a determination not to punish, I did expect that they would have obeyed their master’s orders
to assemble to hear your Excellency’s circular letter read. But this was not the case. A few
men, with the women and children, only came, whilst the stoutest young men and women
when called in from their work for the occasion, went to their houses (close to the place of
meeting) and would not come out until I interfered, by commanding the overseers of the
estate to go and bring them,causing a list to be made, which I gave to the proprietor,
After they were thus assembled, andI had assured them that your Excellency would main-

tain proper discipline, I commanded a silent hearing of your circular letter to their master,
but when I commenced reading it, a negro came forward into the half circle formed, making
antic gestures, and using words not distinctlyheard, which caused me to stop and ask
Mr. Cumming to place him in irons. He put him in the stocks, and in the afternoon
brought him before a bench of magistrates, who have punished him.
At all the other estates, your Excellency’s circular was received respectfully.
It appears to me that the evil effect of the insubordinate state of the negroes on Lot 14,

is not confined to the property of Mr. Cumming, but that it has extended its influence, and
if suffered to continue, may seriously affect the Island generally.

In further obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I consulted with the proprietors
regarding a post for troops, in case your Excellency should think it proper to send a
‘detachment to that part. Major Crichton pointed out an wnroofed store on the beach at
Grand Sable, which, with some additions, might be made a convenient barrack for a com-
pany,.and preferable at present to Mount Young, because there is water at hand, and
provisions can either be landed opposite to it, or conveyed from the Grand Sable Jetty on
a flat road.

Having reported upon the points which my attention was more immediately directed to,
I think it proper to mention that the gentlemen of the countryI have been in, complain
that when the magistrates sentence persons to the tread-mill at Kingstown the punishment
is not properly carried into execution by the keeper, which embarrasses the magistrates in
the execution of their duty.
An idea was suggested to me by Mr. Macleod of Turama, (the gentleman who lives the

nearest to the Charib settlement in the north) that the Charibs might be made much use of,
in cases of trouble arising among the negroes, ifthey had something to lose in case of mis-
conduct, which suggestion I thinkworthy of your Excellency’s consideration.

In passing the Union estate, I found the ammunition of the militia was collected there,
and without protection, which would be better, I think, divided among the men, who
should be held individually responsible for the safety of their respective portions.
Having met a-slave carrying his master’s accoutrements to the place of assembly, at

a distance of several miles, 1 could not help being struck with the custom at a time when
I had been sent by your Excellency in consequence of disorders among the slaves, and
1 had afterwards some conversation with the militia officers, on the subject of rather going
as some of the American militia go to muster, mounted, and in this way, I believe, they
are enabled to make long and very rapid marches.

 

His Excellency Capt Tyler, I have, Xe.
Lieut\Governor. (signed) Wm. Reid, Major R! Engineers.

Gentlemen, Government House, St. Vincent, 3d June 1833.
As it appears to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to be highly important and

essential that a system of strict vigilance should be adopted towards the negroes on Lot 14
estate, the property of Mr. Alexander Cumming, and that the utmost promptness should
be used in repressing, and punishing where necessary, any disorders and misconduct on
their part, I am commanded by his Excellency to desire that you will assemble in petty
session upon that estate once in every week, or oftener if necessary, to hear and decide
upon any complaints respecting their behaviour, and that you will make a weekly report of
the proceedings before you.

Although
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Although the state of the negroes on Lot 14 estate calls for this measure particularly with
respect to them, his Excellency relies upon your judgment and discretion to adopt it in
any other case where you may consider itexpedient,

. I have, &c.
The Rev. T. A. Browne, J. P. (signed) S. Osborne Gibbes, Govt Secy.
Major Patrick Crichton, 5. P.
James Sutherland, esq. J. P.

Sir, - Government House, St. Vincent, gd June 1833.
Tue Report I received last night from Major Reid relative to the conduct of the negroes

_upon your property, convinces me that immediate measures must be taken to check the
highly mutinous insubordination which now exists. I will not dwell upon Major Reid’s
opinion of the cause, but the effects are evident, and most painfully so, upon the estates
around you. I have therefore thought it expedient to appoint the three magistrates named
jn the margin, to hold a session weekly upon your estates, Lot 14, for the purpose ofinquiring
minutely into the conduct of the negroes, exercising all their powers and authority where
necessary, and reporting to me the issue of such investigations.

I trust, Sir, it is needless for me to impress upon your mind the duty of every individual
of this community who is placed in authority, enforcing to the utmost, and more particularly
at the present crisis, a due respect for the laws, as well as a ready and willing observance
of them. I am, &e.

To Alexander Cumming, esq. (signed) Geo. Tyrel.

 

— No. 255.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to
Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 20th August 1833.
I HAVE received your Despatch of the 1st July last, covering the information sent

to you by Captain Tyler, Lieutenant-Governor of St. Vincent, respecting the insub-
ordination which has recently existed among some of the slaves in that Island, and
the measures which have been taken to repress it.

I am happy to express my approbation of the course which Captain Tyler has
adopted on this occasion, and I entertain a confident hope that the temperate
yet firm spirit in which he has enforced obedience to the existing laws, combined
with the military precautions which have been taken, will preserve the tranquillity of
the Island during the interval which must elapse before the slaves are to enter upon
their new condition.

I feel it my duty to call your attention to the remarks in Major Reid’s Letter to
Captain Tyler, ofthe 2d June last, respecting the unprotected state of the ammuni-
tion of the militia, and the practice of permitting the slaves to carry their masters’
arms and accoutrements to the place of assembly.
These defects in the militia arrangements might, in the present state of the

Colony, be productive of the most serious and even dangerous consequences;
and I trust you will lose no time in suggesting and enforcing proper regulations on
this subject. have, &c9 €

(signed) E. G. Stanley.
 

—No. 256.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 20 November 1833.

I am sorry to lay before you, in the accompanying correspondence, a violent
protest from the Assembly of St. Vincent's, against the Abolition Act.
 

Enclosures in No. 256.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 5 November 1833.
I wave the honour to forward to your Excellency, copies of the communications which

have passed between the Houses of Legislature of this Island and myself, upon their being
summoned on the 15th ult., for the purpose of laying before them the Slavery Abolition
Act, which had passed the Imperial Parliament and received the Royal Assent.
The House of Assembly have thought proper to pass a protest against the Act for the

Abolition of Slavery. This measure, absurd and unwise as it is, was, I am informed,
adopted in consequence of instructions from some party at home, who conceived that unless
such a step was taken as a precautionary mode ofproceeding, they could not hereafter expect
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to receive any additional compensation for whatever loss they may sustain by carrying int
effect the present Act.

I am happy to observe, that the Council refused to concur in the protest, and I am
inclined to believe, that in future the Members ofthe Assembly will fully act up to the sincere
determination they express of supporting such plans as may from time to time be proposed
to them by His-Majesty’s Government, and to assist in carrying safely into effect the
Abolition of Slavery in this Colony.

I have, &ec.

His Excellency Major-General Sir Lionel Smith, k.c. 8. (signed) Geo. Tyler.
&eo. Kc. Ke.

 

(Signed, “ Geo. Tyler.”)

Tue Lieutenant-Governor has the honour to transmit to the honourable House of
Assembly,'an Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, which
received His Majesty’s assent, and passed into a law on the 28th of August, and likewise
a copy of a Proclamation forwarded by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and
approved by His Majesty in Council, The Lieutenant-Governor begs to inform the honour-
able House, that this Proclamation was issued ond promulgated in this Island on the
th instant.

° It would be impossible for the Lieutenant-Governor himself to convey in terms sufficiently
explicit the measures which His Majesty’s Government propose to adopt, in order to give
complete effect to the Act as now passed; he has therefore enclosed a copy of a circular
Despatch from His Majesty’s Secretary of State, which distinctly explains those points, and
ives every information upon a subject so important to all classes of society within this
colony.
TheLieutenant-Governor feels assured, that it is not necessary to call the attention of the

honourable House to that part of Mr. Stanley’s Despatch, which states that “ His Majesty’s
Government will not only admit, but will invite and weigh with all care, such observations
as they (the drafts of the proposed Orders in Council) may call forth, and such suggestions
as any persons may be disposed to make for the improvement of their projected regulations.”
With this understanding, and a sincere determination on the part of the Legislature of this
Colony to co-operate with His Majesty’s Government, the Lieutenant-Governor cannot but
look with confidence to the future prosperity and tranquillity of this valuable possession of
the Crown.

Government House, St. Vincent, 15 October 1893.

 

To his Excellency George Tyler, Esq. Captain in the Royal Navy, &c. &e. &c. ,
Sir,

Tue Board of Council has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s
message of this date, accompanied with a copy of a circular Despatch from the Secretary.
of State for the Colonies, a copy of the Act of the Imperial Parliament, for the Abolition of
Slavery throughout the British Colonies, &c. to which that Despatch refers, and a copy of
a Proclamation by His Majesty on the same subject, which your Excellency has caused to
be proclaimed in this Colony.

he Board views with great satisfaction the honourable sentiments of the Colonial
Secretary, relative to the legislature of these Islands, and hopes to prove to your Excellency,
when the final instructions shall have arrived, that its attention will be devoted to the
interests of the Colony, and the furtherance of the intentions of His Majesty’s Government,
as far as can be practically adopted with beneficial effects.

St. Vincent, 15 October 1833. (signed) John Peterson, President.

 

Sir, House of Assembly, 17 October 1833.
I nave had the honour to lay before the House of Assembly your Excellency’s message

of the 15th instant, together with the circular Despatch of Mr. Secretary Stanley, and I am
commanded to transmit to your Excellency, the accompanying Protest against the Act of
the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the
British Colonies; at the same time to assure your Excellency that, notwithstanding this
precautionary mode of proceeding, there is a sincere determination on the part of the
Assembly to give their best support to such plans as may from time to time be proposed by
the supreme Government at home to carry safely into effect the Abolition of Slavery in this
Colony, and to lay the foundation of future industry and prosperity, without, however,
incurring in the remotest degree any portion of the great and fearful responsibility of
a measure which will introduce such hazardous changes into the various relations of
society. . I have, &c..

His Excelleucy the Lieutenant-Governor, (signed) J. P. Ross, Speaker.

, &e. Ke. Ke.
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The Soremn Prorest ofthe Assembly of Saint Vincent and its Dependencies, against
the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery.

AcTUATED as we have always been by those feelings of attachment towards the mother
country, which has so long formed the proud characteristic of the British West Indies, no
less than by feelings of the most devoted loyalty towards the person of our gracious
Sovereign, and anxious as we have always expressed ourselves, both in words and action,
by the adoption of wise laws and opportune measures, gradually and safely to ameliorate
the condition of our people, to reform their habits, to improve their morals, and to give them
that religious instruction, which would best fit them for the station they would hereafter be
called upon to fillin society, and ultimately to insure their emancipation; it is with feelings
of the deepest concern and disappointment we learn, that the British Parliament, unmoved
by our representations, and expressing a distrust in our professions, has determined upon
the hasty, ill-advised and crude measure which has been officially communicated to us.

It would be needless, after so ample a discussion as this subject hasreceived both at home
and abroad, to state the tenure by which we hold these properties; the charters which secure
our rights; the repeated and numerous Acts of the British Legislature, which confirm our
claims; the striking and important fact that, in a variety of instances, not only the lands,
but even the slaves themselves, have been purchased from the British Government. It
would be needless now to state the value of. these possessions; of the seven millions of
revenue which they contribute to the mother country; of the four millions and a half
derived from thence, supporting through these various and complicated ramifications so vast
a body of merchants, manufacturers and tradesmen; of the 240,000 tons of shipping
employed; of the thousands and tens of thousands of seamen maintained, forming the most
valuable nursery for that branch of the British service, its marine, on which its glory and
safety so mainly depend. It would be needless, because the fiat of the Imperial Parliament
of England has already gone forth, and we must bow with due submission to its decree,
conscious of our weakness and impotency to resist its authoritative mandate.
Yet we are conscious at the same time of the justice of our claims, conscious of our

integrity of purpose, conscious of the efforts we have used, and which the repeated and
very recent Acts of our Colonial Legislature so clearly evince, of our sincere intention,
cautiously, judiciously and gradually to effect a change, so momentous and so complete, we
profess no intention to resist the strongly expressed wishes of the British nation; on the
contrary, we profess our readiness and willingness to meet the subject fairly and honestly,
to give the measures of Government our serious and earnest consideration, and to co-operate
so far as in us lies in carrying these measures into effect.
But at the same time we must and do solemnly protest against this undue invasion of our

rights. Wedo solemnly protest against it as a hasty and ill-advised measure, which not
only places in jeopardy the property, which (according to an appraisement now in progress)
exceeds four millions sterling in value in this Colony alone, but whilst it endangers the life
of the owner, is calculated to destroy the interests, the comforts and the well-being of the
slave himself, for whose benefit this measure is professedly intended. We do solemnly
protest against it‘as a dangerous precedent ;—dangerous as not only affecting our chartered
rights, but sapping the foundation of those of our fellow countrymen in every quarter of
the globe. We do solemnly protest against it asa partial measure; a measure which{ought
only to have been adopted in conjunction with the other states of Europe, who are already
rejoicing at the short-sightedness of our policy, and are even now pluming themselves upon
the prospects which it presents of immediately exalting themselves upon our ruin. And by
what means? By reviving in its full force, and encouraging to an almost inconceivable
extent, that odious traffic, which it has been for so many years the benevolent aim of the
British Government to prevent, and which has sv long been happily banished from our own
shores. We do solemnly protest against it, as establishing a ruinous system, which not
only renders it imperative upon the owner to continue, in their fullest extent, all those
privileges, indulgences and allowances, which his slave has hitherto enjoyed, but gives to

is apprentice so large and unreasonable a portion of time, as will render it impracticable
for his master to continue the profitable cultivation of the soil; at the same time it will
superinduce in himself such habits of indolence, vagrancy and insubordination, as will
render him still more unfit for a state of freedom, at the conclusion of his apprenticeship,
than he is at the present moment. We protest against it as a measure which, in granting
to a third person the right of continued interference between the master and his servant,
teaches the latter to look up to some other power for protection and support; and is thus
calculated to destroy all those kind feelings of attachment, mutual interest and dependence,
which have hitherto subsisted. We protest against it as taking away all authority and
wholesome control from the master; whom it has already deprived of the means of the
possibility of reward, and substituting in their place a power totally insufficient to maintain
order, or to enforce the performance of duty. And above all, we do solemnly protest against
the inadequacy, as well as the uncertain mode and period of the payment of the compen-
sation held out to us, and which amounts not, in a majority of cases, to one-tenth part of the
value of the properties we possess.
Disclaiming, therefore, all responsibility attending this untried, and we fear impracticable

scheme, we reserve to ourselves the right of demanding from the British nation a full com-
pensation for the losses we may ultimately sustain.

A true copy from the Journals.
House of Assembly, (signed) § P. Hobson, Clerk of Assembly.
17 October 1833. ,
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ST. VINCENT. — No. 257.—

.oF Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to
No. 257. Governor Sir Lionel Smith. 7

Sir, Downing-street, 13th January 1834,
IT nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated the

2oth November last, enclosing a copy of a Letter addressed by the Lieutenant.
Governor of St. Vincent to yourself, together with copies of the communications
which had passed between the Houses of Legislature of that Island and the
Lieutenant-Governor, upon their being summoned for the purpose of having laid
before them the Act for the Abolition of Slavery. °

I have to request you to instruct Lieutenant-Governor Tyler to convey my
thanks to the Council of St. Vincent, for their promise to devote their attention
towards the furtherance of the objects of His Majesty's Government upon this
important subject, and at the same time to communicate to the Assembly of that
Colony my satisfaction at perceiving that, notwithstanding the protest which they
have felt it their duty to make on this occasion, they have expressed a sincere
determination to give their support to such measures as may be necessary tocarry
into effect the Abolition of Slavery in the Island of St. Vincent.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) E. G. Stanley.
 

~No. 258. _

No, 258. Cory ofa DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 28th May 1834.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,

the transcripts of two Acts, which have been passed by the Legislature of
St. Vincent, intituled,—

No. 308.—* An Act for the Abolition of Slavery, in the Island of St. Vincent and
S its Dependencies, in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the
industry and good conduct of the manumitted Slaves.”

No. 311.—‘* An Act to provide for the general Registration of all Slaves
belonging to or settled in these Islands.”
With reference to the Act for the general Registration of Slaves, I have the

honour to enclose for your consideration, a copy of a Letter from the
Lieutenant-Governor of St. Vincent, in reply to some objections which I felt it
necessary to point out, in authorizing him to assent to the Bill, and which will be
found detailed at length in the Lieutenant-Governor’s Despatch.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosures in Enclosures in No. 258.
» 258.

° 25 Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 20th May 1894.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s. Despatch,

conveying instructions to me to assent to the Act passed by this Legislature, for the general
registration of all slaves within this Colony.

our Excellency remarks, however, “ that the third clause of the above Act, is at
variance with the 4th clause of the British Act for the Abolition of Slavery, inasmuch as
the registration of occupation should be according to the occupations of the slaves, for
12 months previous to the passing of the British Act, and not for the period, previous only
to the 1st of June next, as enacted by the clause in question.”

I could fully appreciate the force of your Excellency’s objection to the clause, if the
proprietor had been called upon to classify his slaves, as well as to return their occu-
pations ; and to prove to your Excellency, how sensible I was of the bearing of the fourth
clause of the Imperial Act, I herewith transmit a copy of my communication to both
branches of the Legislature, on returning the Registration Act for reconsideration, in con-
sequence of their having introduced in the original Act the word “ classes” after that of
“* occupations,” which undoubtedly, if not expunged, would have been ut variance with the
Imperial Act, but I apprehend that a mere return in the registration of the general occu-
pations of slaves at the present moment within this Colony, will not be considered as very
material, either at home or by your Excellency, when it is divested of any views as to their
ultimate classification. have, &c, Ke.

_ His Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, x. c. 8. (signed) Geo. Tyler.
&e. Ke. &e.
 



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 153

G ment House,

(oFBoo Tyler.) St. Vincent, 1 7th April 1834.
Tue Lieutenant-Governor has convened the present meeting of the Legislature, from an

anxious desire of affording the earliest opportunity of completing the Police Act now in
TOgTess, and of insuring an immediate re-consideration of the Act recently passed for the

registration of slaves in this Colony. ae ; ; ;
In the second clause of that Act, an authorized power is vested in the registrarof slaves,

jnasmuch as he is directed to make a return of the names, sexes, ages, occupations and

classes of all slaves within this Colony. _ . . .
- The duty of classing the slaves according to the Imperial Act for the Abolition of Slavery,

is oe aned solely to the Commissioners for Compensation. The Lieutenant-Governor 1s
ersuaded, therefore, he has‘only to point out this discrepancy, to obtain for it the imme-

diate attention and consideration of both branches of the Legislature, as also to recommend
that the period fixed by the same Act for the returns of slaves to be made by the registrar,
should be extended beyond the goth of the present month.

The Honourable the President of H. M. Council,
And the Honourable the Speaker of the House of Assembly,

&e. &e. Ke.

 

—No. 259.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 2 July 1834.
I HAVE the honour to, transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,

transcript of an Act (No. 316), intituled, “ An Act for establishing a Police for
‘the regulation of apprenticed Labourers,” &c., which has been passed by the
Legislature of St. Vincent. Ihave, &c.

(signed) § Lionel Smith.
 

—No. 260.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler
to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 2 August 1834.
I gave much pleasure in acquainting your Excellency, that the period prescribed

by law for abolishing slavery throughout the British dominions has passed over in
this Colony without any symptoms of riot or insubordination; indeed, I should
rather say, guile a contrary feeling has prevailed; for from the constant reports
I receive from the interior of the Island, as well as from my own personal observa-
tion, there is every proof, with few exceptions, that the great boon which has
heen bestowed upon the negroes has been received by them with thankfulness, not-
withstanding they are puzzled as to the term “freedom” being applicable to their
present state and condition.
The good understanding which has universally prevailed between master and

slave in this Colony, and the many advantages enjoyed by the latter, have in my
opinion mainly contributed to the confidence they now place in the system adopted
for their probation. No pains have been spared or means neglected to put them
into possession of every necessary information previous to the 1st of August.
A few days prior to the period, a requisition was presented to me by the proprietors,
to direct the stipendiary magistrates to visit each estate within their separate division,
for the purpose of explainingto the negroes the law as established for their future
guidance and government. To this I readily acquiesced, being anxious for an oppor-
tunity to impress upon the negroes the importance of the office of the stipendiary
Magistrate, as well as to state my conviction to each individual planter, that if they
should persist in adhering to the resolution they had unanimously adopted of work.
ing their negroes as usual on the 1st August, that such a proceeding would cause
universal dissatisfaction, and might eventually lead to the most serious conse-
quences. I therefore urged most strenuously my recommendation that a general
holiday should be observed on that day throughout the Colony. This suggestion,
am happy to say, was finally adopted, though not without many instances being

evinced of opposition and reluctance. The reports made by the stipendiary magis-
trates after their visits through their several districts, have confirmed my opinion
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that the course taken has been productive of the most satisfactory results ; J have

therefore now only to hope, that the measures which have been devised for carry-
ing the new system into operation may prove effectual, and that it may ultimately
establish that blessing which has for its object the unrestricted freedom of aij
within this Colony. th

ave, &c.

(signed) Geo. Tyler.
 

—No. 261.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Zyler to
Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 9 August 1834.

Sincx writing my Despatch to your Excellency of the 2d instant, I regret to
say that a spirit of insubordination has evinced itself upon one estate called the
Adelphi in the Island, originating from an idea that prevailed amongst the great
gang that they had been worked beyond the time prescribed by law for their daily
labour. This unfortunately led to a decided collision between them and the indi-
viduals called upon to enforce the law, but I am happy to say, from the prompt
and decisive measures adopted by the latter, order has been restored and the delin-
quents punished.

I cannot omit to render every praise to the stipendiary and special magistrates
who acted upon this occasion, but more particularly to the establishment of estate
constables, which has in this instance evinced its most powerful efficiency. To
strengthen this opinion, I venture to transcribe the terms in which they are spoken
of by Mr. Grant, the proprietor of the estate in question: “ the conduct of the
apprentice constables was highly meritorious, and I congratulate the country in
having found so effective a force.”

Notwithstanding this unexpected instance of riot, I have every reason to hope
that tranquillity will prevail in this Colony, and from the examples which have been
made, a proper and due deference will be paid to the laws established for the
government of the apprenticed labourers. It is my intention to visit this estate in
the course of a few days, by which timeI trust the authority of the stipendiary
magistrate will be thoroughly understood.

Being unwilling to detain the mail boat, which has unexpectedly arrived, and
which I am informed is charged with Despatches of importance to your Excellency
from Trinidad, I am obliged to postpone forwarding a copy of the commission
issued to the stipendiary magistrates of this Island. I have, &c.

(signed) Geo. Tyler.

 

—No. 262.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Tyler
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Vincent, August 25, 1834.

Havine officially communicated to the Governor-in-Chief on the 2d and gth

of the present month upon the state of this Colony since the change which had

taken place on the 1st instant, and presuming that information will be forwarded to

you by the present packet, I deem it my duty to take advantage of the earliest

opportunity of acquainting you, that notwithstanding my report of the gth not

being so favourable as the former one, I have great satisfaction in announcing that

since that period I have visited the estate upon which the disturbances took place,

and by personally addressing the negroes and making an example of the ring-

leaders, they have been brought back to a proper sense of their duty and a cheer-

ful performance of their work.
In every other instance the Colony has remained perfectly tranquil and orderly.

I have, &c.

(signed) Geo. Tyler.
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—No. 263,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Zyler
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent, 1 November 1834.

I venTURE to send, for your information, an abstract from the journals of the
stipendiary magistrates in this Colony for the two months ending on the 3oth Sep-

tember, giving the number of apprenticed labourers who have been guilty of any

offence, the character of the offence ahd the punishment awarded.
This abstract will, I hope, prove satisfactorily that the amount of crime at a

eriod like the present, in a population exceeding 20,000, is not beyond that

which might be expected in one of the same extent under circumstances of less

excitement.
The reports I constantly receive from both magistrates and planters, as well as

my own knowledge of the facts, are most favourable as to the general conduct of

the negroes in this Colony. I have, &c.

(signed) Geo. Tyler.
 

Enclosures in No. 263.

SAINT VINCENT—Winpwarp Division.

ABSTRACT of Orrences and Puntsuments, as returned by the StrpeNnp1aRy Macisrrate,
from 1 August to 30 September 1834.
 

PUNISHMENTS,

OFFENCES. Males. Females,
 

Males.
 

Neglect of duty, ab-
sence from work or be-
ing late.

Disobedience of orders

Riotous or insubor-
dinate conduct, or in-
solence.

Runaways or vagabonds

Theft - - -

Miscellaneous - -

19 21

 

44  79

--From 15to 20lashes,
two days’ extra labour,
14 days’ hard labour
on tread-mill.

--Two days’ extra
labour.

- - Thirty-five lashes
and three days’ extra
labour; 45 lashes and
four days’ extra la-
bour; golashes and six
months’ hard labour
on tread-mill (subse-
quently remitted).*
-- From two to four
weeks’ hard labour in
penal gang; one to
two weeks’ hard labour
on tread-mill; 30
lashes,
~- Ten days’ solitary ‘
confinement; two to
fourweeks’hard labour
on tread-mill; 25
lashes.
-- Fourteen days’hard
labour on tread-mill
and ten days’ extra
labour.  

—~

Females.

- - Reprimanded; from
four hours to three days’
extra labour; from three
to seven days’ hard la-
bour on tread-mill ;
three individuals fined
one dollar each.
-- From one to two
weeks’ solitary confine-
ment; seven days’ hard
labour on tread-mill;
three fined one dollar
each.
- - From four to seven
days’ hard labour on
tread-mill ; four days’
extra labour on estate ;
seven days’ solitary con-
finement.

- - One week’s hard la-
bour on tread-mill.

-- From two to four
weeks’ hard labour on
tread-mill.

   
_ * These punishments were awarded on the Adelphi Estate, where a great degree of insubordina-
tion had existed, as reported to the Governor-in-Chief in a letter from the Lieutenant-Governor of
St. Vincent, dated 9 August.
Two offences against apprenticed Labourers committed in the above period by Overseers, punished

by fines of six dollars and four dollars respectively.
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SAINT VINCENT—Sovruern Division.
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ABSTRACT of Orrences and Punisuments, as returned by the Stipes DIARYMacisrratgs,
from 1 August to 30 September 1834.
 

 

   

PUNISHMENTS,

OFFENCES. Males. Females. —_

Males. Females.

Running away - - 16 5 - - From one week to| + - From three to seven
one month hard la-| days’ hard labour on
bour on tread-mill ; | the tread-mill; one
25 to 30 lashes; one|month hard labour in
month tread-mill and| the penal gang.
30 lashes; two months .
tread-milland 3glashes.

Idleness, absence from 20 18 -- From two days to| - - Twelve hours to two
work, or being late. one week; two weeks| days’ extra work; three

or four weeks’ hard la-| days to oneweek, tread-
bour on the tread-mill; | mill ; one week hard la-
10 to 25 lashes. bour in penal gang,

Abuse or impertinence 8 7 ~- One week to one| -- Three days to one
. month, tread-mill; 15| week, tread-mill 3 one
. lashes. fined 14 dollar.

Theft . . - 7 2 - - Three days, tread- | - - Two weeks’ hard la-
mill ; 20 to 45 lashes; | bour on tread-mill,
fine of 45.

Miscellaneous + - 15 7 ~+ One day's confine-| - - Three days’ confine-
ment in stocks; three | ment in stocks; three
days’ extrawork; three | days’ extra labour; two
days to one month,| fined 14 dollar.
tread-mill; 15 to 20

66 39 lashes.
      

One offenceagainst an apprenticed Labourer, committed by a free woman in the above period,
viz., striking her servant, punished by afine of six dollars.

 

SAINT VINCENT—Leewarp Dtvision.

ABSTRACT of Orrences and PuwisHMENts, as returned by the StrpeNDIARY MacisTRATE,
from 1 August to 30 September 1834.
 

 

 

PUNISHMENTS.

OFFENCES. Males. Females, | 7 —™

Males. Females,

Running away -~  - 9 4 +--+ Forty-eight hours’ | - - Repayment of lost . |
solitary confinement;| time by extra labour; |
14 days’ tread-mill; 30 | seven nights’ confine- -
lashes ; in general, ex-|ment ; ten days’ tread-
tra labour to repay| mill.
lost time.

Disobedience, imper- 8 5 -- Solitary confine- |-- From one to 14
tinence or insubordina- ment as far as 14| nights’ confinement; 10
tion. nights and noons; 12| days’ tread-mill.

to 40 lashes.
Idleness, neglect of 9 ul - - Extra labour to re-| - - Extra labour to re-.

duty, or coming late to pay lost time ; solitary | pay lost time; two
work, confinement from two| nights’ solitary confine-

to seven days; seven| ment; seven days’
to 10 days’ tread-mill.| tread-mill.

Theft - 5 « 3 1 --Ten to 14 days’| -- Six weeks’ tread-
tread-mill; 30 lashes. | mill.

Quarrelling and assaults 3 - - Reprimanded ; so-| -- Extra labour 1} day;
litary confinement ; 25| 10 days’ tread-mill.
to 35 lashes.

Miscellaneous -  - 3 3 - + Compromised; one| « - Solitary confinement
week, tread-mill ; one| four nights; ‘four days’
ditto and go lashes. tread-mill; 14 days’

40 26 tread-mill.
      

Three offences against apprenticed Labourers in the above period, committed by Overseers,
punished by fines of six dollars, two dollars and four dollars respectively, and one by a free ©
woman byafine of eight dollars.
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— No. 264,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor 7;‘yler to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Government House, Saint Vincent,
Sir, 27 January 1835.
WITH reference to a circular of the goth September, wherein my attention is

directed by His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies to the subject which
the great change in the condition of the negro population in His Majesty’s Colonies
must necessarily lead to, as regards not only the system of cultivation, but the
general pursuits of industry, and requesting me to express my opinion as to the
probable effect which free labour and the apprenticeship of the negroes is likely to
produce upon the pursuits ofprofitable industry, I have attempted in the following
remarks to communicate my ideas upon a subject which embraces so many points
dependent upon future circumstances, that it is impossible at present to form any

correct judgment respecting them 3 but however speculative the Opinions may
appear, I still trust they may prove in some degree beneficial to the interests of this
Colony, and ofadvantage to the Mother Country.

ist.—The present state of productive industry in this Colony bears a relative
proportion to the force employed. This will be seen by the annexed table, which
shows the number of apprenticed labourers appraised on the 1st of August last; the
average amount of produce raised for the last five years, as well as that of the
exports and imports for the same period. This will however not include the
articles raised for consumption, which consist chiefly of what are designated ground
provisions, such as yams, cassava and other esculent roots. These, together with
the fruits indigenous to tropical climates, comprise the chief of the produce raised
for consumption. Sugar and arrow-root areconsumed, but ina trifling proportion ;
rum is generally used to a great extent.

2d.—It is difficult, at so early a stage of the great experiment, to form any
sound opinion upon the possible changes“ which may be produced by the Abolition
of Slavery on the agricultural, manufacturing and commercial system of the Colonies;
but if I may venture to predict from the present aspect of affairs in this Colony,
T should say there is no apparent cause to suppose that productive labour will be
diminished, provided that well-regulated and proper municipal laws are in time
established to ensure its continuance. To this subject of paramount importance,
the early attention of the local legislatures should be directed, aided and assisted by
well-digested recommendations from the Home Government. These conclusions
have principally suggested themselves from the practical evidences which I see
daily occurring in this Island, where the apprenticed labourers have not only
entered into specific agreements for wages, which have been duly recorded by the
stipendiary magistrates, but in many instances they are hiring themselves out, or to
their masters, to work during their own time in the cultivation of the sugar cane,
for wages averaging about 8d. sterling per day.

Notwithstanding the encouraging hopes held out to us by such conduct, I am
‘hot so sanguine as to.suppose that sugar, the staple commodity of the West Indies,
-ever can be cultivated hereafter, to the extent it has been under the system of
slavery. There can be no doubt, if proprietors could be brought to ajust sense of
their own interests, that the lands now occupied under forced culture of the cane
might be rendered available to other productions more congenial to the soil, of
a nature less expensive in cultivation, and in the end more advantageous to the pro-
prietor. To establish this conviction, or indeed any principle for the future, so as
to guard against the loss of property, much must of course depend upon the
judgment and perseverance of the proprietors themselves; but, whatever may be
the cause, this Colony has to regret, in common with all the others in the West
Indies, not only the general absence of proprietors, but the little anxiety which is
evinced, or efforts made to introduce those improvements in agriculture which must

" eventually be beneficial to their interests. I cannot but contemplate with anxiety
the future state of proprietors, if they continue to resign, as at present is the pre-
vailing custom, the entire control and’ management of their estates to attornies or
managers, whose interests or dispositions to improve property cannot be expected -
to equal that of a resident proprietor. In offering these opinions, I do not look
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ST.VINCENT. to the preservation of property alone, but I take a more extensive view of the
— influence such residence would produce upon the general internal government of

a Colony, as well as the security it would afford to the Mother Country in these
valuable possessions.

3d.—In pointing out the remedies by which existing evils might be corrected
that are obstacles to general improvement, or tend to impede the extension of
commercial intercourse, I would submit one circumstance, which, in my opinion, is
at the present time deserving the immediate attention of His Majesty’s Government.
T allude to the ruinous system of the circulating medium of currency, which prevails
in this Colony and throughout the West Indies to an extent which not only tends
to destroy commercial intercourse, but virtually to establish separate interests. To
obviate this evil, I had prepared, at the express wish of the Legislature, a proclama-
tion for the purpose of establishing a circulating medium of sterling value within
this Colony, at the rate of 4s. 4d. sterling to the Spanish dollar, the value placed
upon that coin by an order of His Majesty in Council, bearing date the 23d March
1825, in lieu of the fictitious one now in existence; but on forwarding it to the
Governor-in-Chief, I was given to understand that His Majesty's Government had
under consideration some measure for providing an uniformity of currency
throughout the Colonies. Under these circumstances all further proceedings on
my part were stayed. I however transmit with this a copy of the address from
the Legislature on the subject, together with that ofthe proclamation, with the view
of showing the principle upon which it had been my intention to have recommended
the measure to His Majesty's Government.

I cannot too strongly urge this subject for consideration, situated as this Colony
is with respect to its monetary system. At the end of this crop, in July next,
a sum of not less than eighteen thousand dollars will have to be distributed in small
portions to the negroes for their extralabour. It is utterly impossible to provide
for this want within the Colony; recourse must of necessity be had by proprietors
to the Mother Country for British silver, the importation of which must be attended
with risk, and the distribution of it with loss. So long therefore asfour shillings and
Sour-pence sterling (or the Spanish dollar) is called ten shillings currency, and that
all other coins are made to bear their relative proportions to that standard, so long
will the consumer be at the mercy of the retail merchant, and the American trader
carry off all the specie.

4th.—In concluding the remarks, I would observe, that in promoting profitable
industry, and establishing confidence in the negro, much care is necessary during
the progress of his apprenticeship to wean him from his former habits of dependence,
and to influence his mind with those moral and religious principles as will enable
him to place a just value upon the blessings of unrestricted freedom. Upon these
points hinge all our prospects with respect to the future promotion of industry, and
the consequent prosperity of this Colony. It was with the view of effecting this.
important object, I suggested that steps should be taken in due time for establishing
such municipal laws and regulations as would prove to the negro that the intention
of His Majesty’s Government was (aided by the local Legislatures) to place him in
a situation of acquiring that interest in the soil and security in his person, as would
ensure to him all the benefits and privileges attainable by any individual within
His Majesty’s dominions.

By these means, we may, I think, look with confidence to the greater portion of
the present labouring population becoming hereafter the force to be depended upon
for yielding profitable labour, and, I sincerely hope, of securing the continuance of
this valuable possession as a productive appendage to the British Crown.

T have, &c.

(signed) Geo. Tyler.
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Enclosures in No. 264. ST, VINCENT.

Saint Vincent.—GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Returns of the Total Number of Enclosures in
SLAvEs within the said Colony, according to the several Classes and Values. No. 264.

Total Number of Returns within the said Colony - - - 769

Number Estimated
CLASSES, of Value of Slaves

Slaves, in Sterling.

\
—_ £.

1 Head people - - - - 927 100,505
2 Tradesmen - - - 268 29,210

Predial Attached 3 Inferior tradesmen - - ~ - 375 27,040
4 Fieldlabourers-  - - =| 47,622 741,907

U 5 Inferior field labourers - -| §,605 334,979
f 1 Head people - - - = « 23 2,464

‘al 2 Tradesmen se - - 22 2,284
Preedia d 3 Inferior tradesmen - - - 21 1,473

Unattache 4 Field labourers - - - ~~ 268 25,932
U 5 Inferior field labourers = - - 178 10,435
r 1 Head tradesmen - - - 111 13,060

2 Inferior tradesmen - - 101 7:477
3 Head people employed on wharfs,

4 shipping or other vocations - 246 27,017
Non-Predial  - 4 Inferior people of the same de-

scription - - -  - 136 10,195
5 Head domestic servants - - 949 93,520

4 6 Inferior domestics - - - 1,250 76,109
Children under six years of age on the 1st August 1834 - - 2,959 87,315
Aged, diseased or otherwise non-effective ~ = s =] 1,189 10,385

22,250 |£.1,601,307  
 

(signed) S.Osborne Gibbes,
Secretary Assistant Commissioners Compensation.

Saint Vincent.—An ACCOUNT showing the estimated Value of Exports to Great
Britain, and all other Places, for Five Years; distinguishing the Amount of Exports to
Great Britain from the Exports to other Places.
 

 

      

BRITISH BRITISH
__ GREAT BRITAIN. NORTH AMERICA.) WEST INDIES. FOREIGN PORTS.

Sterling. Sterling. Sterling. Sterling.
Year ended § Jan. 1830| 433,964 15 —| 22,389 10 ~| 23,901 12 10 1,323 11 =

” » 6Jan.1831| 263,347 8 -| 34.597 - - 37:564 9 2 2,536 19 11
» » 6Jan.1832 | 219,302 6 —]| 28,1299 1 6] 31,632 16 g| 7,823 7 6
»  g» §dan, 1833| 212,036 4 6} 33,341 12 6] 30,717 1 § 9,369 1 8
» » §dJan, 1834| 267,732 9 6] 13,546 3 -| 18,0923 15 -| 2,208 16 ~

Total in Five Years £./1,396,383 3 - {132,003 7 = {141,839 15 2] 23,251 16 1

Custom-House, St. Vincent, (signed) George Huskisson, Collector.
28 January 1835. Sackville M. Tayler, Comptroller,

 

Saint Vincent.—An ACCOUNT showing the Vatut of Importations from Great
Britain, and all other Places, for the last Five Years; distinguishing the Amount of
Imports from Great Britain, from the Imports of other Places.
 

IMPORTS IMPORTS IMPORTS IMPORTS
from fromfrom from

GREAT BRITAIN. (NORTH AMERICA British West Indies, |FOREIGN PORTS,

 

      

Sterling. Sterling, - Sterling. * — Ster ng.

Year ended 5 Jan. 1830 84.513 8 81] 41,706 8 6] 31,160 10 —| 27,922 - 8» » §Jan.1831| 67,135 12 8| 25,088 111| 43,282 18 -| 22,801 6 9
» » 6Jan.1832| 96,356 — 1| 41,005 — —| 61,952 210| 53,562 6 -
» » 6Jan.1833 |101,283 1 6| 26,876 6 2]| 46,996 3 6| 44,768 9 4» w» 64Jan. 1834| 62,069 13 -| 39,001 3 4} 43,101 5 6| 21,767 3 3

Total in Five Years £. 401,357 15 11 {173,676 19 11 |226,492 19 10 {170,821 6 —

Custom-House, St. Vincent, (signed) George Huskisson, Collector.
10 December 1834. Sackville M. Tayler, Comptroller.
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Saint Vincent.—Totax Amount of Propuce made within this Colony for the last
Five Years. .
 

 

 

  
 

 

        

SUGAR, RUM,

YEARS. Hogsheads. Tierces Barrel Equal in Equal ing ° . arrels. Pounds to Puncheons. Gallons to

1829 - - ~| 17,239 375 144 | 28,015,112| 6,542 | 771,952
1830 - = -| 16,468 479 435 28,805,274| 7,677 909,469
1831 - - -| 14,839 527 690 24,454,550| 5,594 657,069
1832 - - -| 13,054 588 737 | 21,347,828 | 3,631 | 410,646
1833 - - -| 13,480 426 465 23,509,935 | 2,964 350,429

MOLASSES: Pounds
of Pounds of Pounds of Pounds of

YEARS. Equal in .Puncheons. Gal Arrow Root. Coffee. Cocoa, Cotton,
allons to

1829 - - -| 3,973 | 433,531 21,250 | 2,572 12,216 | 100,965
1830 - - -| 3119 | 341,367 | 16,850 | 1,672 9,989 | 87,709
1831 - - -| 3,964 | 436,025 3.763 | 1,260 7,861 | 55,597
1832 - - -| 4,405 474,815 250 356 538 62,101

1833 - - -| 5,800 | 641,649 51552 630 1,005 | 60,263

(signed) Thomas Melville, Treasurer.
 

To Lieutenant-Governor Tyler, &c. &c. &e.

Tue members of the House of Assembly respectfully approach your Excellency, and
humbly pray, that your Excellency will be pleased, by virtue of the power and authority
vested in you, to review the several proclamations ofthe ist January and sth March 1818,
the zoth July 1819 and the 14th January 1823, relative to the nominal value of the current
coins in this Island; and if your Excellency shall be so advised, to fix a sterling value in lieu
thereof, in order that the Legislature may be enabled to introduce with effect certain measures
for the abolition of currency, and the substitution of sterling money in the Colony.

House of Assembly, (signed) J. P. Ross, Speaker.
_2 September 1834.
 

A PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency George Tyler, Esquire, &c. &c. &c.

Wuerezas his Excellency Sir Charles Brisbane, late governor of this Island and its
dependencies, by his proclamation bearing date the 1st January 1818, under his hand and

the great seal of this Colony, was pleased to affix a certain currency value to Portugal

joes, the Spanish dollar, and certain parts of mutilated dollars; and by another proclamation

earing date the 5th day of March in the same year, also under his said Excellency’s hand
and the great seal of this Colony, the value of Portugal and American gold coins and
doubloons, and of their aliquot parts, and also of the Spanish dollar, was further regulated,

and a currency value affixed to the same. And by another proclamation, bearingSate the

2oth day of March 1819, also under his said Excellency’s hand and the great seal of this
Colony, the British coins of penny and half-penny pieces received a currency value ; and by
another proclamation, bearing date the 14th day of January 1823, also under his said
‘Excellency’s hand and the great seal of this Colony, the colonial coin issued by the Lords

Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, consisting of one-quarter, one-eighth and one-

sixteenth of the Spanish dollar, received a currency value: And whereas the House of

Assembly of this Island, by their humble address to me, dated the ed day of September 1834,

have prayed that the said proclamations might be reviewed, anda sterling value aflixed to

the several coins in circulation in these Islands: And whereas I have considered that the

adoption of such a measure will be highly advantageous to the prosperity and welfare of this

Colony; I do therefore, by virtue of the powers and authorities in me vested, issue this my

proclamation, and I do declare that on the 1st day of January 1835, 80 much of the pro-

visions of the said several proclamations of the 1st January and gth March 1818, the 2oth

July 1819, and the 14th January 1823, as are now in force, shall be and become revoked,

void and of none effect; and on, from and after the said first of January,the currency

denomination and value of all coins of every description in circulation in these Islands shall

cease and determine. And I do further declare, that on, from and after the 1st day .
anua
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January 1835, the Spanish pillared, Mexican or other South American State Dollar (the
Carolus dollaronly excepted) shall pass and be received in payment at the rate of 48. 4d.
sterling, and the half,quarter, eighth and sixteenth parts thereof, at the rates of 23. ed.,
13.14. 64d. and 33d. sterling respectively. And that the}Carolus dollar shall pass and
be received in payment, at the rate of four shillings sterling, and the half, quarter and
one-eighth parts thereof, at the rates of 2s., 15., and 6d., sterling respectively. And that
the Spanishpistareen shall also pass and be received in payment, at the rate of 1o}d., and
the half pistareen at 62d. sterling respectively. And that the value of the Colonial quarter,
one-eighth and one-sixteenth parts of a dollar, shall respectively be 1s, 1d., 64d. and 33d.

ing.
ati do further declare that the doubloon of any state weighing 17 dwts. and eight

ins, shall pass and be received in payment at the rate of 31. gs. qd. sterling each, and
the half doubloon at 17.148. 8d., the quarter at 17s. 4d., the eighth at 8s. 8d., and the
sixteenth at 4s. 4d. respectively. And that the Portugal unplugged joe of 22 carats fine-
ness, shall pass and be received in payment at four shillings sterling per pennyweight,
and the American gold joe at 3s. 6d. sterling per pennyweight.
And I do further declare, that on, from and after the 1st day of March 1835, the circula-

tion of the colonial coins called stampees and dogs, shall wholly cease and determine.
In witness whereof, &c. &c.

 

—No. 265.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to
the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Government House, Barbadoes, 11 February 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious approval,

transcript of an Act (No. 318.) of the Legislature of St. Vincent, intituled, ‘ An
Act to repeal the Twenty-first and Twenty-second Clauses of an Act, intituled,
‘An Act for establishing a Police for the Regulation of apprenticed Labourers,
&c.’”

 

- Ihave, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

—No. 266.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 June 1835.
AN Act passed by the Legislature of St. Vincent’s, inthe month of December

last, intituled, ‘ An Act to repeal the Twenty-first and Twenty-second Clauses of
an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act for establishing a Police for the Regulation of appren-
ticed Labourers, &c.’” having been referred by His Majesty in Council to the Lords
of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, that Com-
mittee have reported to His Majesty their opinion, that this Act should be left to its
operation; and I have the honour herewith to transmit to you an order of His
Majesty in Council, approving that report. I have, &c.

(signed) Gkenelg.

 

—No. 267.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor
Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 30 March 1835.
THE time is now arrived when I feel myself able to communicate to you the

results of my consideration of three Acts, passed by the Governor, Council and
Assembly of the Island of St. Vincent respectively, in the months of April, May
and June last, intituled,—

“ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the Island of St. Vincent and its
Dependencies; in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the industry
and good conduct of the manumitted Slaves.”

“ Act for establishing a Police for the Regulation of apprenticed Labourers, and
for carrying into effect certain provisions of the above-mentioned Act.”
“Act to provide for the general Registration of all Slaves, belonging to or

settled in these Islands.”
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These are the laws by which the Legislature of the Island of St. Vincent pro-
pose to give effect to the Act of the British Parliament, for the Abolition of Slavery,
They embrace two general objects, of which the first is the adoption and re-enact-
ments of the provisions of the Imperial Act; the second, the introduction of such
subsidiary rules as Parliament have called upon the Assemblies to frame, in order
to render the law of abolition effectual and safe.

In the remarks which I have to make, I shall endeavour to follow a similar
division of the subject. ;

In the fourth section of the Act No. 303, the definition of a predial appren-
ticed labourer, as given by Parliament, describing him to be such a person as shall
have been for twelve months before the date of the Act habitually employed in
agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, is augmented, in the local
Act, by the words, “ or employed in predial Jabour.” Though I am not in pos-
session of any substantive reason which may have recommended this amplification,
T conceive its objects could only be. to obviate the possibility of difficulties which
might from time to time arise, by reason of the great variety and ambiguous cha-
racter of occupations which are embraced in the arrangements of West Indian
properties; and even although it may perhaps be thought that this addition does
not increase the perspicuity of the description, J do not mean to enter any formal
objection against it. Oo
The gth section of theBritish Act requires the written consent of at least two

special justices, to authorize the removal of apprentices from the soil to which they
may be attached. The Act of Assembly declares the assent of one to be sufficient;
again, Parliament in no case permits removal where the separation of husbands and
wives or parents and children would be the consequence.
To this rule the Assembly have added the words, “ except with the consent of

the party to be removed.” Reverting to the intentions of Parliament, with refer.
ence to this specific provision in the British Act, I cannot for a moment doubt,
that it was contemplated to preserve during the apprenticeship, the conjugal, filial
and parental relations from any disruption, in so far as that object could be obtained
by legal enactments; and with reference to the former of these alterations, 1 think
it well to apprize you, in the name of His Majesty’s Government, that unless there
be stated some positive reason to the contrary, the local Act ought to conform to
the provisions of the Imperial Act, and the consent of two special justices to be
required for removals ; while as respects the latter, it is still more unequivocally clear
that the proposed permission to separate apprentices standing to one another in the
relations above enumerated, would, in a material point, intercept the intentions of
the British Legislature. The same remarks will apply to the 13th section of the
local Act, which refers to the breaking up of families upon descents and alienations.
‘The principle of alteration is in both cases the same, and in both I deem it
objectionable.

In the 22d section of the local Act, I find it declared, that apprenticed labourers
are to be entitled, from the 1st of August 1834, to all the rights and privileges of
free persons, “ except as the same may be restricted by this or any other Act.”
I do not know that the direct signification of these terms contains in it any thing
worthy of remark, but I cannot avoid suggesting that they may hereafter, in some
possible contingency, be misapplied, or at least misapprehended. It might happen,
and I am bound to guard against the alternative, even if improbable, that expres-
sions of this nature might hereafter be said to constitute a sufficient intimation,
that some restraints on the freedom of apprentices were contemplated in the year
1834, the enactment of which it was thought expedient to withhold to a more
convenient season; I am aware, however, that as the freedom of the apprentices
is materially qualified, it is natural and necessary that the declaration of that free-
dom should not exceed its subject; and I should suggest that the rules of equity
will be observed, and the object of the Legislature duly attained, if for the words
Ihave quoted above there be substituted some such expressions as the following,
“ except as the same may be restricted by this Act, or any other passed in con-
formity with the provisions of the Imperial Act 3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 73.”
The same clause (the 22d) while denying to the apprentices the exercise of cer-_

tain civil rights, does not in terms limit the force of that denial to the period of
apprenticeship, but the declaration in question should be so modified as not to
admit of any supposition, detrimental to the privileges of the apprentice as a
freeman, beyond the term of years appointed by Parliament for the intermediate
state.

The
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The 25th clause of the local Act requires the apprenticeship of any child for
whom its parents are incapable of providing. The 13th clause of the British Act

only directs the apprenticeship of children who are not otherwise from any quarter
provided with an adequate maintenance. It further enjoins that the employer shall,
by the terms of the indenture, be obliged to allow reasonable time and opportunity
for the religious education of the child. In both the particulars which I have
noticed, I think it would be well that the terms of the local Act should be brought
into conformity with those employed by Parliament.

I now come to the second general object of the Act, viz. the introduction of such

subsidiary rules as are intended to give efficiency to the imperial law of emancipa-

tion, and I shall compare its provisions, under this head, with the code of regula-
tions relative thereto which has been established by His Majesty in Council.

In sections 16, 17 & 18 of cap. 2. the order distinguishes improper complaints
into three kinds, viz. the unproved, the frivolous and vexatious, and the malicious,

exacting penalties in proportion to the respective degrees of culpability in each.
The Act in its 35th clause substitutes for this distinction a general rule against
oundless complaints. I think that even if an objection be entertained to the

establishment of the threefold division, at least there is substantial use in the dis-

tinction between such complaints as are really groundless, and such as are vexa-
tious, whether from frivolity or malice.

The clause is silent on the subject of improper complaints preferred by the
employer; a grievance of by no means improbable occurrence, and one against
which the local Legislature should certainly provide, if not in the present clause, in
some other part of the Act. I shall presently suggest a means of securing ‘this
end.

Chap. 3d of the Order in Council provides for the division of apprenticed
labourers into their respective classes. The effect of the law before me will be,
that the new registries will furnish not a conclusive, but primdfacie proof of the
servile condition of all persons registered before August 1st, 1834, and the nature
of their employments. It does not appear that the alleged slave, or any one on
his behalf, would have an opportunity of controverting the claimant's title to his
services, or of disputing the particular kind of service ascribed to him. And fur-
ther, there is no provision for summarily correcting the returns on appeal to any
judicial authority. These deficiencies are supplied in the Order in Council, and
should also be supplied by the Legislature of St. Vincent.

Sect. 15 of the same Act, No. 308, allows to the labourer, in the words of the
Slave Law of December 1825, “a sufficient portion of land adapted to the growth
of provisions; two pounds of salt fish daily, and eleven days annually to be de-
ducted from the 45 hours per week.” The Slave Law granted 26 days over and
above the Sundays for the cultivation of such grounds, to which were to be added
four annual holidays. I do not conceive that 104 Ibs. of salt fish can be con-
sidered a real equivalent for 19 full days ; and although it was not the intention of
Parliament to exact from the Colonial Legislatures any legal addition to the pro-
visions, or time in lieu of provisions, allowed under the Slave Law to apprentices,
it was their unequivocal resolution that they should be maintained at their full
“amount; and this enactment must be referred back to the Assembly in order that
the scale may be so adjusted as to secure the apprentice, either the full time which
he enjoyed as a slave, or an ample and real compensation for any portion of it
that may be subtracted.

In the 18th section, with reference to cases where it may be impracticable to
maintain the apprentices by grants of land, it is required that the employer shall

_ at all events “ make good and ample provision for all such labourers, in order that

they may be properly supported and maintained ;” it will be necessary that the
Assembly should explain and enact the nature of the good and ample provision
here mentioned, inasmuch as those terms, without further specification, do not
satisfy the requisition of Parliament, that the Assembly shall regulate the amount
and quality of food in cases where it was not determined by the existing code.
The allowance of clothing appears to be scanty, as compared with the provisions

of the Order in Council, and it is secured only to children over the age of twelve,
while the order assigns it to any one above the age of five. I am not aware of any
reason which warrants these departures from the provisions enacted by His Majesty.

By the 32d section, the magistrate is authorized to direct imprisonment on the
plantation ; this should have been connected with some precautions against the use
of unhealthy or otherwise improper places of confinement. With reference to the

278.—II. . 39th

697

ST. VINCENT.



698

ST, VINCENT,

164 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

goth section, relating to the unauthorized wandering of an apprenticed labourer
beyond the limits of the plantation of his employer, I am of opinion that it is either
objectionable in substance, or, if qualified by its proviso to the full extent of the
terms of that proviso, almost nugatory. It requires, I think, such modifications
whether of form or substance, as shall secure to the apprentice the free use ofhis
own time, unimpeded by any restriction of his power to select for himself the place
in which it is to be spent. ,

The enactments of section 42, for punishing apprentices injuring the cattle or
other property, not only of the employer but of any other person, should be made
general in their application, and not confined to apprentices, unless some substan-
tive argument can be stated to a contrary effect.

In the 45th section, which refers to the punishment of women for heinous
offences, I observe a vagueness of expression and of enactment, not in conformity
with the due caution of thelaw. Heinous offences will demand serious punishments
and the more serious the punishment may be, the more necessary it will be to guard,
by accurate specifications, against the possibility of abuse in its infliction. Some-
thing of a more definite character must be introduced into this clause as asubstitute
for the bare proviso of ‘such punishment as shall be awarded by the special justice.”
1 object, upon a similar principle, to section 46, which specifies punishments without
defining the crimes to which they are to be attached. It is surely possible for the
wisdom and experience of the Legislature to anticipate every form ofoffence against
the law, and to meet it with some adequate penalty. The clause, in its present
shape, leaves room for a suspicion which ought most anxiously to be precluded,
that it is intended to give scope to arbitrary power under the sanction of law, and
the apparent forms ofjustice.
By the same clause the magistrates are forbidden to permit the whipping of

females above the age of 12. I do not think it was contemplated by Parliament
that the infliction of corporal punishment upon the weaker sex, should in any case
become the subject of legal enactment or judicial process ; and I have therefore to
instruct you, that the prohibition should be made absolute.
The 5tst section provides redress for complaints of the labourer against his em-

ployer for various specified injuries. I think it might be well to introduce into the
catalogue the mention of improper complaints preferred by the master against the
apprentice, unless some other method shall be devised of securing to the apprentice,
under the apprenticed law, a remedy against this form of oppression.

There may be a doubt whether the proviso in the same clause, saving the right
of the apprentice to proceed in the Superior Courts, does not, in effect, however
contrary to the intention of the Legislature, take away from the apprentice every
other mode of proceeding, except that summary remedy and the right of action.
I would call your attention to the necessity of so framing this law, that it shall in
no way interfere, even by possibility, with His Majesty’s right of proceeding by
criminal information and indictment.

The 56th section declares it a felony in a labourer to attend at a meeting for
various specified unlawful purposes, and generally for any other unlawful purpose.
These terms are so large, that they might be made to include many actions which
cannot fairly be punished as felonious; and this defect ought be corrected.
The magistrate should, as well as the employer, have the power of authorizing

an apprentice to reside beyond the limits of the plantation to which he is attached.
The 62d section prohibits the purchase, from an apprentice, without the written

consent of his employer, of any goods except fish, poultry, goats, hogs, grass, fruit
and vegetables. Adverting to the habit which may have been generated among the

negroes of frequently. purloining a variety of articles, I think it allowable to prohibit,

under penalties, the purchase from him of those articles, the property of his master,
which he mayhave the opportunity of abstracting; but the enactment, instead of

permitting certain articles, and joining to that permission a general prohibition of

all others, would, I think, be framed in a more liberal and equitable spirit, if it

left unimpaired the general liberty of the apprentice to sell as well as to buy; and

merely for bad transactions in those particular descriptions of goods, which may be

supposed, as a general rule, to have come improperly into his possession.

You will perceive that the variations which have been noticed are numerous, and

in some cases by no means unimportant. Considering, however, that these and

similar Acts are to be tried, not in a spirit of minute criticism, but rather by their

general and substantial conformity to the provisions of the British Statute in all its

material purposes; and further, that the intentions of the Home Legislature do not
appear
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appear to have been disregarded by the Colonial Assembly, in so far as relates to
the prominent and principal objects had in view, I do not feel it my duty to recom-
mend to His Majesty the disallowance of the Act in question; but on the other

hand, I am unable to advise its immediate and definite approval. The decision of
His Majesty upon it will remain suspended until you shall have been enabled to
ropose to the Legislature of St. Vincent, so to amend its provisions as that it

shall be rendered more uniformly conformable to the views of His Majesty and of |

Parliament. From the temper which has already been manifested in the past pro-

ceedings of the local Legislature, I entertain no doubt of their acceding to the
purposes contemplated in these instructions, and confidently anticipate the period
when I shall feel it in all respects as consistent with my duty, as it would now be
with my inclination, to advise His Majesty to affix to the Act of His subjects in the

Island of St. Vincent His final and authoritative sanction.
I have, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.
 

— No. 268.—
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 28th July 1835.
IN the Despatch, which was addressed to you by the Earl of Aberdeen «

goth March last, you were informed that His Majesty would not be advised to give
His immediate and definite approval of the Act passed by the Legislature of St. Vin-
cent, for giving effect to the provisions of the Imperial Act for the Abolition of
Slavery ; but that His Majesty’s decision would remain suspended until you should

have been enabled to propose to the Legislature of that Island so to amend the
provisions of the Act as that it should be rendered more conformable to the views
of His Majesty and of Parliament. As the time approaches for carrying into effect
the intentions ot Parliament, in regard to the distribution of the compensation money
awarded to the Colonies under the Slavery Abolition Act, I am induced to advert
to this subject, and to impress upon you the necessity (should no steps have been
taken by the Legislature ot St. Vincent’s for amending their Act) for your calling
the ettention of the Legislature to the contents of Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch;
pointing out to them, that until they shall comply with the requisition therein con-
tained, they will not be in a condition to participate in the compensation fund.

 

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

GRENADA.

_ —No. 269.—

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Middlemore to Mr.Secretary Stanley.
Sir, Government House, Grenada, 26th Aug. 1833.

_I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your. Despatch of the 2oth
May, and the accompanying papers.

His Excellency Sir L. Smith was in Grenada, and at Government House, when
your Despatch was brought to this Island, and I did not fail to show it to his

xcellency; but as he was about to return to Barbadoes immediately, I had not an
opportunity of receiving any instructions upon the subject of the Despatch. Sir L.
Smith will communicate to me, without delay, so soon as he shall have arrived at
Barbadoes, such instructions as he may consider requisite.

In the interim I shall endeavour to use my best exertions to meet the spirit of
that part of your Letter which is more particularly addressed to me, as administering
the Government of Grenada. I am happy to have it in my power to report to
you, that up to this time the Island is perfectly tranquil, and that no instances of
insubordination or outrage, on the part of the slave population, have come within
my knowledge. Lhave, &e.

(signed) G.. Middlemore, Lieutenant-Governor. |
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—No. 270.—

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Middlemore to
Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Government House, Grenada, 2d March 1834,

IN conclusion, I am glad to report in a favourable manner upon the disposition
of the inhabitants generally to the measures proposed for the Abolition of Slavery,
The two branches of the Legislature have applied themselves to this question in’a
spirit of good will which promises the most fortunate results; a good understanding
prevails between them end myself; and the slaves, from whom some degree of
excitement was perhaps apprehended, are in a state of profound tranquillity, and
appear to understand and appreciate the boon held out to them.

 

— No. 271.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Grenada, 8th March 1834.
I wAvE the sincere pleasure to acquaint you, that the Legislature of this Island

; have unanimously passed the Abolition Bill, which I this day assented to, and have
the honour to transmit transcript of the same herewith.

I cannot too highly praise the good spirit and temper evinced both by the Council
and Assembly on this occasion, which will, I hope, entitle them to the advantageof
every indulgence and consideration.

In the progress of the discussion, they communicated with me with the utmost
confidence, evincing a sincere desire to conform to all the wishes of HisMajesty's
Government.

Referring you to the 48th clause, I expressed some doubt if the private working
days for the apprentices were quite sufficient; but as the Imperial Act did not
determine the number of days, and asthe seeming intention was that every Colony
should regulate the time according to the facilities of cultivation, fourteen days,
exclusive of holidays, for this Island, appeared to be sufficient; and those whose
opinions I most respected, assured me a longer period would only encourage idle-
ness. I, therefore, did not think myself warranted in refusing assent on this only
objection.
The Legislature will probably make some application for assistance in the main-

tenance of the district’s police. They will be willing to pay them, but hope to be
assisted in feeding and clothing them from the King’s Government.

I anxiously promise myself you will be satisfied with the Act from this Island,
andI proceed to St. Vincent on the 11th inst. in hopes of receiving an equally un-
exceptionable Act from the Legislature of that Island.

Ihave, &c..

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 272.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 21st August 1834.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Dispatch of Sth March,

enclosing a copy of the Act which had been passed by the Legislature of Grenada
for the Abolition of African Slavery.

It is not without considefable reluctance, that in announcing to you His Majesty’s
approval of the greatest part of this Act, I am compelled to state that there are
some important defects in it which require to be amended, in order that His Ma-
jesty may be enabled to issue the Order in Council, declaring that adequate and
satisfactory provision hath been made, by the Colony of Grenada, for giving effect
to the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery; upon which declaration the
right to the compensation which Parliament has. provided, has been made to
depend.

With
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With the view of bringing under your notice, in the clearest and most succinct
manner, the facts to which I have adverted, I shall institute a comparison between
the enactments of the Grenada Act and the provisions sketched out in the draft of
the Order in Council, which was transmitted with my predecessor’s Despatch of the
19th October last, to the West India Colonies, for the consideration of their respec-
tive Legislatures, and which draft developed the views of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment as to the supplementary legislation necessary for carrying into effect the system .
of apprenticeship.

This comparison, whilst it enables me conveniently to point out those parts of the
Act which require alteration, at the same time demonstrates that the Legislature of
Grenada have, for the most part, closely and faithfully copied the model which was
placed before them, and thus furnishes a proof, as gratifying as it is convincing,
that they have been animated byasincere desire to accomplish the intention of
Parliament, and to carry into effect the wishes of His Majesty’s Government.

ist. The judicial and ministerial agency to be employed formed the subject of
the first chapter of the Model Draft, and it is treated of in the first four clauses of
this Act. Upon this subject, the only point which I have to notice, as necessarily
requiring amendment, is, that no power is given to the Governor to make regulations
for securing the discipline and efficiency of the police. In the Model Draft this
was provided for by the 17th section of the first chapter; and I fear that the
omission of such a power from the Act before me, will prove a serious obstacle to
the successful working of that establishment.

ad and 3d. As respects the second and third chapters of the Model Draft, which
relate to the procedure to be observed by the special justices in the exercise of their
functions, and to the division of the apprenticed labourers into their respective classes,
subjects which are treated of in sections 5 to 33. Section 67, and sections 34 to 46
of this Act, I have no observation to make, further than to repeat the expression of
my satisfaction at the cheerful adoption, by the Council and Assembly of Grenada,
of the suggestions of my predecessor upon these subjects.

4th. The maintenance of the apprenticed labourers is referred to in the fourth
chapter of the Model Draft, and in clauses 47, 50, and 53, 54 of this Act. ,

The Act of Parliament requires, in its 11th section, that during the continuance
of the apprenticeship, the apprenticed labourer shall be supplied with such food,
clothing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenances and
allowances, as by any law then in force in the Colony to which such apprenticed
labourer might belong, an owner was required to supply to and for any slave, being
of the same age and sex as such apprenticed labourer.
The precise and ambiguous terms of that enactment relieve me from all respon-

sibility on this subject, beyond that of comparing the maintenance to which the
apprenticed labourers.are declared to be entitled by the Grenada Act now before me,
with that which was secured to them, whilst in their state of slavery, under the
Grenada Slave Act, passed in the year 1825.
The second clause of that Act requires that the owner shall allow to each predial

slave for his support, a sufficient portion of land, adapted for the growth of provi-
sions; and if it shall be found inconvenient for the owner to allow such land, he
shall, by other means, make good and ample provision for the slaves in lieu thereof.
That the provision-ground shall be inspected monthly by the manager or overseer.
That the owner shall allow every family of slaves a good and comfortable house,
with one or more beds, raised a foot from the ground. That the owner shall give
each slave a “ sufficient” allowance weekly of salt and salt fish, or of such other
food as their ages and state of health may require. That the owner shall give to
each slave “ a sufficient clathing and blankets, suitable to their respective age, sex
and condition.” That every non-preedial slave shall be provided with “ comfortable
lodging, sufficient food and decent clothing.” The justices, on conviction of any
owner for non-compliance with these rules, are to adjudge the owner to make the fol-
lowing allowances to each preedial slave :—‘* Quarter of an acre of land, or 48. 6d.
currency (about 25. sterling) per week, in lieu thereof; a weekly allowance of one
quarter of a pint of salt and 2 Ibs. of salt fish, or such other provisions as may be
equivalent thereto; an annual allowance of one penistown or cloth jacket, with three
yards of cloth, or six yards of cloth without the jacket, eight yards of linen, one
hat, with needles and thread, and a triennial allowance of one blanket.” To each
non-preedial slave the magistrates are to adjudge “ a weekly allowance, in money or
Provisions, equivalent thereto, to the value of 6s. currency,” and an annual allow-
ance of two suits of clothing.
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These regulations, though passed in reference to slaves, are the measure of the
rights of the apprenticed labourers to maintenance.
By the 47th section of the present Act, the employer is required to give to the

apprenticed labourer, who is not provided with grounds, 21bs. of salted fish, one quar.
ter of a pint of salt, eight pints of flour, or six quarts of meal, grain, pulse or other
articles of food equally nutritious. It becomes, therefore, my duty to consider in
the first place, whether I can sanction the substitution of the specific quantities of
flour or meal in lieu of the 4s. 6d. currency, to which the pradial apprenticed
labourer would have been entitled had he remainedaslave.

Without attempting to decide whether these specific quantities are equivalent in
their average value to the money allowance, I cannot but feel convinced that with
a view to the early acquisition by the apprenticed labourer of those habits of fore-
thought and economy, which are necessary to render him fit for the enjoyment of
unrestricted freedom, it is much better for him to receive his maintenance in the
shape of a weekly payment, than in specific articles of food. I should wish you,
therefore, to urge the Council and Assembly of Grenada to revive the provisions of
the law of 1825, and to adapt them to the case of the apprenticed labourers,
Moreover, the re-enactment of those provisions will give to the apprenticed labourer
the indefinite rights to “ good and ample provision,” to “sufficient food,” and
decent clothing, which, although inadequately sanctioned by the Act of 1825, can-
not be withheld from them without infringing the British Statute.

If the recommendation which I thus made be adopted, the 47th section of the Act
before me, to which I see several objections, will manifestly become inapplicable.

Whilst upon this subject, I cannot withhold the expression of my regret,
that the Council and Assembly of Grenada should, as respects the apprenticed
labourers, have diminished to so great an extent the time formerly allotted to the
slaves for the cultivation of their provision grounds. I have no reason to suppose,
that in the Colony of Grenada, the twenty-eight days to which the slaves were
entitled, would be more than adequate for the purpose of supporting the apprenticed
labourers, and at all events I should not feel myself justified in sanctioninga less
allowance of time for this purpose than has been freely conceded by the Legislatures
of Jamaica and Barbadoes ; namely, twenty-six days in the year.
The 53d section of the Act now before me which relates to the medical attend-

ance on the apprenticed labourers, very properly provides that a hospital book shall
be kept on each plantation. Upon this point I have only to suggest the addition of
a few words, enabling the special justice to call for and inspect such hospital book
when he may think fit.
The 54th section authorizes the employer to keep the hospital locked up, and

forbids any patient to leave it except by the permission either of the medical at-
tendant or of the employer. Admitting, as I do, the necessity of this controlling
power in the employer over the hospital and its inmates, I must nevertheless urge
that this clause should be amended so as to prevent the employer from retaining any
one in the hospital who may have obtained from the medical attendant permission
to depart. .

It is required by the 16th section of the Act of Parliament that the distance to
which provision grounds may be removed from the abode of the apprenticed
labourers should be confined within some maximum limitation. To meet: this
requisition in spirit, it is obviously necessary that the 49th section of the Grenada
Act should be so far modified as to make the sanction of the special justice neces-
sary to every arrangement, under which the provision grounds are situate beyond
some reasonable distance (to be defined by the Grenada Legislature) from the
apprenticed labourer’s dwelling.

5th. The 5th chapter of the model draft, and sections 55, 63 and 65 of the Act

under my consideration, relate to the duties to be performed by the apprenticed
labourer, and the penalty for their non-performance. For the most part there is @

close conformity between these parts of the two instruments. I feel it necessary,
however, to make the following observations upon this branch of the subject.

First, The order permits the absence of the labourers from the estates for “ reason-

able cause,” leaving the special justice to determine in each case what cause Is ~

reasonable. For this provision the Act of Assembly substitutes a permission to be

absent for any “/egaé cause.” It appears to me that this alteration is not an

improvement, but the reverse. The Act is silent as to what particular occasions

shall amount to a legal justification of the temporary quitting the employer's service;
und an Act which should fully supply that omission, must anticipate in detail the

numberless
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numberless contingencies ofhuman life whichmight afford the labourer an adequate
apology. As this is impossible, the rule respecting “legal” causes of absence must

either be identical in effect with the rule respecting ‘ reasonable” causes of absence, or

it must have no definite meaning whatever. On either supposition, the change of

the one adjective for the other has, as it seems to me, left the rights and duties of

all parties in this respect in great and needless obscurity.
Second. The Model Draft subjected an apprenticed labourer to punishment for_

ill-using the cattle of his employer, or for exposing his employer's property to
injury by wilful-negligence. By the 58th section of the Act, the labourer is
rendered liable to the same punishments, though the cattle or property should not
belong to his employer, but to some third person. To this change, however slight
it appears, I entertain a strong objection. ;

It was the intention of Parliament that, subject to the obligations of apprentice-
ship and to certain disqualifications arising out of that state, the slaves in the British
West India Colonies should on the 1st August become free subjects of His Majesty.
Iam necessarily prevented from sanctioning any enactment in a Colonial Act

which tends to create any distinction between an apprenticed labourer and any other
free person, unless such distinction is incidental to the apprenticeship. I trust
therefore that the Legislature of Grenada will not object to omit so much of the
section now under my consideration as exposes the apprenticed labourer to a
penalty for injuring the cattle or property of any individual, not his employer; a
enalty from which other free persons are exempt.
Third. The 63d section forbids the resort of apprenticed labourers desiring to

prefer complaints to any person except the special justice of the district. This
exception should be made to extend to the Governor, as it is possible they may wish
to complain to that functionary against the decision of the special justice, or to
represent to him grievances not falling under the cognizance of a special justice.

Fourth. The 65th section of the Act authorizes the employer at his own discre-
tion to imprison on the plantation, for 24 hours, any labourer guilty or suspected of
being guilty of any offence against the Act, or the general law of the Island.

Although I am well aware of the essential importance of preserving good order
on the plantations, yet I cannot approve of this section in its present shape; for
notwithstanding the improvement here contemplated is doubtless intended as a
precautionary, and not as a penal measure, yet it would almost inevitably assume in
practice the latter character, and would thus lead to a direct contravention of the
British Act, which declares any Colonial Act void in so far as it may authorize any
employer to punish any apprenticed labourer for any offence by him or her com-
mitted or alleged to have been committed, by any personal or other correction
whatever. I should not object however to the introduction of an enactment into
this Act which should authorize the special justices to appoint constables on the
plantations from amongst the most respectable apprenticed labourers; such consta-
bles to have (with reference to other apprenticed labourers) the same powers as
ordinary constables, and to have authority to take into custody any apprenticed
labourer in case he shall have offended against the law established by this Act, and
in case it is presumed that he will attempt to escape.

6th. The 6th chapter of the Model Draft, which treats of the duties to be
performed by the employers towards their apprenticed labourers, and the penalties
for their non-performance, corresponds with sections 64 and 68 to 75 of this Act.
Upon this branch of the subject I have to observe that I regret to feel myself
unable to assent to the appointment of inspectors, as proposed by section 64 of the
Grenada Act; although I can readily conceive that in many instances the employ-
ment of this species of arbitration may be convenient both to the employer and to
the apprentice.

It appears to me, however, to have been the intention of Parliament that all
questions incidental to the apprenticeship should be referred to the special justices
only, and consequently I conceive that the intervention of these inspectors would be
so far inconsistent with that intention, as to preclude me from recommending His
Majesty to sanction this provision.
_ With regard to the subject of task-work, several important enactments suggested
in the Model Draft, are omitted in this Act.
The Act contains no provision for reducing into writing all contracts for task-work

Or extra service ; for annulling all such contracts unless approved by the special
Justice within a fortnight, for ascertaining that the terms of such contracts are
understood by the parties, and are entered into freely, or for preventing ambiguities
10 ae, terms of such engagements. I regret the absence of such provisions, and I
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am disposed to suggest their insertion, or to propose as an alternative a provision
to the following effect; (namely) that all contracts for task-work should be entered
into books to be kept on the respective plantations for that purpose, and that upon
complaint made to the special justice by any apprenticed labourer who shall have
entered into the same, the special justice shall be authorized to inquire whether
the terms of such contract were distinctly understood by such apprenticed labourer,
and whether he entered into it freely and voluntarily, and whether the same is
reasonable and just. And the special justice shall make such adjudication in the
matter as the case may require. ;

7th. The 7th chapter of the Model Draft relates to offences which may be com-
mitted by the apprenticed labourers against the State, and the punishment of such
offences; to which subject are devoted sections 76—8g of the Act. ,

First. Under the 76th section, labourers are made liable to solitary imprison-
ment for 12 months, with or without hard labour, on cunviction before any justice
of the peace of having remained at a riotous assemblage after warning to depart,
To the penalty itself I offer no objection. The infliction of such a punishmentby
the sentence of “‘ any justice of the peace,” seems to me in the highest degreeobjec-
tionable. This is far too great a power to have been confided to a single Special
justice. To entrust it to justices not having special commissions is directly opposed
to the words of the Act of Parliament in the 76th section, in cases where the
riotous assemblage may originate in any questions between the employers and the
labourers. To remove these objections it would be advisable to insert the words “ any
two or more special justices,” in lieu of the words “‘ any justice of the peace.”

- Second. The 78th clause of the Act, which is adopted in pursuance of the 4th
section of chapter 7 of the Model Draft, restricts within narrower limits than were
originally contemplated, the right of the labourer to leave the estate to which he
may be attached. So far from approving of this additional restriction, His Ma-
jesty’s Government, upon more mature consideration, arrived at the conviction that
the provision, even as originally framed, requires to be modified, so as to afford
the preedial apprenticed labourer a greater degree of liberty during those hours
which are not to be devoted to his employers. I recommend, therefore, that in the
place of section 78 of the Act, the following clause should be substituted ; (namely),
Every labourer found in any place more than five miles distant from his residence,
except in his way to or from some place of public worship, and not having with
him a written pass for that purpose from his employer, or from the special justice
of the district, shall be liable to be apprehended and brought before a special
justice ; and unless such labourer shall make it appear, to the satisfaction of such
special justice that he or she, when so found, was employed on his or her lawful
occasions, such labourer shall be adjudged a vagabond, and punished accordingly.

Whilst upon this branch of the subject, I must observe that I feel justified in
sanctioning the clause which compels the apprenticed labourers to reside upon the
plantations or establishments on which they may be employed. Having regard, on
the one hand, to the importance of fixing the negro to a specified domicile during
the apprenticeship, and on the other hand to the provisions in the Slavery Abolition
Act, requiring the employer to supply the apprenticed labourer with lodging, medical
attendance, and with provision grounds within a limited distance from such
lodging, I am-satisfied that this restriction is expedient, and that it is not inconsistent
with the intention of Parliament.

8th. A dissolution of the apprenticeship by contract or appraisement, forms the
subject of the 8th chapter of the Model Draft, and of sections goth and g6th of
the Act. .
The comparison of the provisions on this subject respectively contained in the

Model Draft and in the Act, leads me necessarily to the conclusion that a large pro-
portion of the cases intended to be provided for in the Model Draft, are altogether
unnoticed in the Act.

If the employer should happen to be under any disability, or should be unwilling
to lose the services of his apprentice, the apprentice might in the first case (as the
Act is at present framed) in vain desire his discharge; and on the second supposi-
tion, the same unwillingness might prevent such discharge, by inducing the em-
ployer to refuse to nominate an appraiser.
As it was the intention of Parliament that every facility should be given to

apprenticed labourers desirous of purchasing their discharge, I trust that the Council
and Assembly of Grenada will, when their attention has been directed to this sub-

"ject, either adopt the provisions originally suggested, or modify the enactments of
their Act, so as to render them complete and effectual.

oth. The
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gth. The gth chapter of the Model Draft, and the g7th and g8th sections of |GRENADA.
the Act relate to the removal of apprenticed labourers from one plantation to —
another.
Under this head I have only to remark, that the oth section of the Act of Par-

liament declares that no preedial apprenticed labourer shall be subject or liable to
perform any labour in the service of his employer, except upon, in or about the
works and business of the plantations or estates to which such labourer shall have _
been attached, or on which he shall have been usually employed before the 1st
August 1834; but the 98th section of the Grenada Act authorizes the employment
of any tradesman, artificer or other labourer on lands not belonging to their. em-
ployers for certain specified purposes, or for any other lawful purpose. These two
enactments are evidently contradictory, and repugnant to each other; and I am
therefore under the necessity of recommending the repeal of the latter.

10th, 11th, 12th. The three last chapters of the Model Draft are adopted in
the Act of Assembly, with no variations which it appears to me material to notice.
The 106th section of the Act requires every apprenticed labourer, after the ex-

piration of the apprenticeship, either to work out in’ the master’s service the time
equal to that which he may have subtracted from it, or to make satisfaction to the
employer for the loss. ‘The qualifications of the rule to be found in the 2oth
section of the British Act, that no such extra service shall endure beyond seven
years from the end of the apprenticeship, ought to be inserted, by way of proviso,
in this section of the Grenada Act.
The 115th section of the Grenada Act declares, that all Acts in force in the

Colony, by which slaves are rendered available to public uses, shall apply to the
case of apprenticed labourers, so that the same services may be exacted from them
for any public object, as have hitherto been exacted for any such object from the
slaves. This section also requires to be qualified, so as to prevent the leisure time
of the preedial apprenticed labourers from being encroached upon.

In closing these observations, I feel it my duty to state, that although I have thus ©
frankly and unreservedly pointed out those parts of the Act under my consideration
whichI have deemed to be defective, yet 1 am not the less sensible of the prompt
and cordial concurrence of the Council and Assembly of Grenada in the main
object of Parliament, the emancipation of the slave, and of their sincere endeavours
to carry into effect the details of the apprenticeship system, as pointed out to them
by His Majesty’s Government.
The line of conduct which the Council and Assembly of Grenada have pursued

on this occasion encourages me to hope, with no small degree of confidence, that
they will receive the suggestions which I have offered to them in the same spirit of
acquiescence which they have hitherto displayed, and that they will ultimately afford
me the satisfaction of communicating to them His Majesty’s entire and unqualified
approbation of their legislative exertions on this important subject.

I have, &c.
(signed) I. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 273. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Middlemore to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Sir, Government House, Grenada, 6 January 1835.
REFERRING to your Despatch, dated Downing-street, 21 August 1834, Grenada,

addressed to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, I have the honour to transmit herewith
an Act of this Legislature, amending, agreeably to the expressed wishes of His
Majesty’s Government, “ An Act for carrying into effect the provisions of an Act
of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the third and
fourth years of the reign of His present Majesty, King William the Fourth, for
the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, and to make further pro-
vision for the purposes in the said Act mentioned.” I have received the Governor-
General’s authority to assent to this Bill, and as its early transmission to England
is of the utmost importance to the Colony, I am induced to send one copy direct
to you; a duplicate shall be forwarded to the Governor-General, with an explana-
tion of my reason for having despatched the first transcript direct.

Ihave, &c. .
(signed) G. Middlemore, Maj'-Gen! & Lt Gov'.

No. 273.
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GRENADA. — No. 274. —
No. 274. Extract of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor

Sir Lionel Smith, dated Colonial Office, 28 Feb. 1835.

THE Act for the amendment of the Slavery Abolition Law will be disallowed by
His Majesty in Council, because it requires the Governor to appoint a certain
number of justices for each of the judicial districts into which the Colony is to be
divided, which justices are not to be among the number of stipendiary magistrates,
but are to act in concert with them in giving effect to the law respecting appren.
ticed labourers.

Abstaining from all discussion respecting the propriety of the scheme itself, it is
sufficient for me to say, that both the general laws of the realm and the Act of
Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, require that His Majesty should reserve
to himself an unfettered discretion as to the choice of the justices of the peace, and
as to the number to be appointed for this or any other purpose, and that by this
enactment the King would be virtually deprived of that discretion.

I observe that the Attorney-general of Grenada anticipated the objection, but
that his opinion did not prevail, and is not even noticed in any communication
made to this office on the subject by yourself, or by the Lieutenant-Governor.
I conjecture that this oversight may have been occasioned by the great brevity with
which the views of the Attorney-general are stated, but upon a subject so pecu-
liarly within his province, it seems to me that the representations of the principal
legal adviser of the Colonial Government were entitled to greater weight than on
this occasion they appear to have received.

 

— No. 275. —
Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the

Earl of Aberdeen, dated Barbadoes, 9 March 1835.

I nave the honour to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious allowance,
, transcript of an Act, intituled, ‘‘ An Act to amend an Act, intituled, * An Act for
carrying into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great
Britain and Ireland, passed in the third and fourth years of the reign of His pre-
sent Majesty King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout
the British Colonies,’ and to make further provision for the purposes in the said
Act mentioned.”
 

— No. 276. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.
Sir, Downing-street, 2 Aug. 1835.

I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order passed on the 31st ult.
by His Majesty in Council, leaving to its operation an Act passed by the Legis-
lature of the Island of Grenada in the month of December 1834, intituled, “ An
Act to amend an Act, intituled, ‘An Act for carrying into effect the provisionsof an
Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the third
and fourth years of the reign of His present Majesty King William the Fourth,
for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies,’ and to make further
provisions for the purposes in the said Act mentioned.”

 

 

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

—- No. 277. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 3 Aug. 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 31st ult. declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath
been made in the Colony of Grenada for giving effect to an Act of Parliament,
made in the third and fourth year of His present Majesty for the Abolition of

Slavery. I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 278.—

Exrract ofa DESPATCH from Lieut.-GovernorDarling to Mr. Secretary Stanley,
dated Government House, Tobago, 10 August 1833.

THE last vessel of this season sailing direct for England to-morrow, I do my-
self the honour to acknowledge your duplicate Letter of the 13th June (the

original not having reached me), with copy of the resolutions which had passed
oth Houses of Parliament for the abolition of negro slavery. I immediately on
their receipt sent copies of your Despatch and the resolutions to the President of
the Legislative Council and Speaker of the House of Assembly, in order that the
Members of those bodies might individually have full time before the meeting of
the Legislature next month, to give the most mature consideration to this important
subject, which will probably soon be submitted to them collectively. It gives me
great pleasure to be able to state my opinion that the views of His Majesty's
Government will meet with little opposition in this Island on the part of the pro-
prietors, while I believe also that the slave population is as little, perhaps less,
excited than in any other of His Majesty’s West India possessions. I give this,
however, on the authority of what is reported to me by those gentlemen in whom
I am inclined to place confidence; I may state, in corroboration of it, that al-
though several complaints have been made to me since my arrival, by slaves from
different plantations (on one occasion by seven at once), they have in no instance
shown any impatience on the subject of emancipation, nor have their complaints
had any thing of a general nature in them, still less of combination, being on every
occasion confined to individual grievances, real or imaginary. I regret extremely
that I cannot give this information, as the result of my own observation, further
than I have just stated, not having been able to meet with horses in the Island,
which has prevented my making a general tour of it ere this; I am however in
daily expectation of being mounted from Barbadoes, when I hope to have con-
firmed by my own inquiry what at present I am obliged to take on the authority
of others.
 

—No. 279.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 25 September 1833.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your notes, accompanying
copies of the Abolition Bill as amended by the House of Commons in Committee,
and as amended by the House of Lords. Lhave, &c

(signed) §§ H.C. Darling, Lieutenant-Governor.

 

—No. 280.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling
to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 28 October 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular Despatch of the

5th September, accompanied by a copy of The King’s Proclamation and several
sets of the Abolition of Slavery Bill. I immediately laid these documents before
the Privy Council, who were of opinion that the abrupt promulgation of the Pro-
clamation might possibly hurry the slaves into the belief that they were imme-
diately set free, unless great pains were taken in explaining it to them, and sug-

gested that it should be preceded by a short notice or address from myself
explanatory of the subject. I in consequence issued the notice whereof I have the
honour to enclose a copy, which has been followed by the King’s Proclamation,
and I am informed by gentlemen from the country that it has been attended with
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the best effect and has given general satisfaction to the slaves. On one estate in.
deed there appears to be some little irregularity at this moment (not arising out of
this measure), but it is not of such importance as to induce me to trouble you with
any report upon the subject. I have no doubt of order being promptly restored,
The copies of the Abolition Bill which I had the honour to receive with your
Despatch have been circulated to the magistracy in the several districts of the
Island and to the Members of the Legislature, who are now in session and occu.
pied with this subject. I have, &c.

(signed) H, C. Darling, Lt-Gov«.

 

Enclosure in No, 280.

By His Excellency Major-General Henry Charles Darling, Lieutenant-Governor of Tobago,

To tuz SLAVE POPULATION or tue ISLAND.

Knowine how much you all wish for the receipt of those orders which you have fur a
long time expected to release you from slavery and make you free, I have great satisfaction‘
in announcing to you that the Parliament of Great Britain has at last, after a great deal of
trouble, completed the laws and regulations that have been found necessary on the great
change that is about to take place in your condition; and The King’s orders which I have
received to make known this to you shall be immediately obeyed, as soon as the Proclama-
-tion can be printed and sent round the Island. To prevent you, however, from formin
hasty and wrong opinions upon the subject and then meeting with disappointment, I think
it right to inform you that no change whatever will take place in your condition until after
next crop time, and that when your slavery itself shall cease you will still be Tequired to
work for a certain time for your former masters, but under regulations different from those
to which you have hitherto been accustomed. Withrthese new regulations you will become
acquainted before the time for your manumission. I have directed all managers, overseers
and magistrates, in short, all white people throughout the Island, to explain such parts of
the new law as are most interesting to you ; if you are not satisfied with what they tellyou,
ou may come to me for explanation, but take care that you do not come in greater num-

bers than two or three together; I will not receive or speak to any body of slaves, either
coming with complaints or to ask for information, that may exceed that number.

I have now only to express my hope and desire that you will not allow the receipt of this
intelligence to excite you to any acts of insubordination, idleness or riot. You must recol-
lect that you are still under the same owners and the same laws as heretofore, though they
will in a short time be changed, and that it will be my duty (which you may depend upon
it I will not neglect) to support those laws to the utmost, and that any ill-disposed negroes
who may absent themselves from their work, or advise others to do wrong, shall be selected
as the fittest objects for severe example. Be peaceable, be orderly, attend to your work
with increased diligence, and show by your good conduct how much you value and deserve
the blessings of freedom to which you will in a certain time be admitted. —

(signed), H.C. Darling, Lieutt-Governor.
Government House, Tobago, 10 October 1833.

 

. —No. 281.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 December 1833.
I wave received from Lieutenant-Governor Darling a Despatch dated the 28th.

October, in answer to my circular Despatch of the 5th September, and I have to
request that you will convey to General Darling my approbation of his having,
under all the circumstances, issued the explanatory Address of which he has en-
closed me a copy, antecedently to the promulgation of His Majesty’s Proclamation.

I have, &c.

(signed) E. G. Stanley.
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— No. 282. -- TOBAGO.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to No. 282.
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 11th June 1834.
I nave much pleasure in forwarding herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious

allowance, a transcript of the Act which has been passed by the Legislature of -
Tobago, for carrying into effect the provisions of the Imperial-Act for the Abolition
of Slavery; and I feel assured that the spirit in which this Bill is drawn up cannot
fail to afford satisfaction to His Majesty’s Government.
You will perceive that by tlre last clause the period of its coming into operation

is made to depend upon His Majesty’s confirmation; but considering that such
confirmation might possibly not be received by the 1st August next, I instructed

the Lieutenant-Governor to recommend to the Legislature a repeal of the clause in
question; so that the Act may at once be in full force on that day. I beg to
enclose copy of a Despatch from General Darling, stating that it is intended to pass
a Bill for this purpose; and at the same time enclosing a copy of his address, on
recently proroguing the Legislature.

I have also much pleasure in transmitting, as connected with this Bill, the enclosed
copies of communications between the Lieutenant-Governor and the Legislature of
Tobago, by which it appears that it is proposed immediately to abolish the power
of flogging slaves, except by sentences of magistrates; a measure which I consider
of the utmost importance as a preliminary to the great change which is so shortly

 

 

to take place in these countries. I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

Enclosures in No. 282. Enclosures in
No. 282.

No. 2.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, 6th May 1834.
I nave had the honour to receive your Excellency’s Despatch of the 18th April,. autho-

rizing me to assent to the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island; which order
I carried into effect on the 2d instant, by signing the Bill in the presence of the Council and
Assembly, when I addressed them in a short speech (of which I have the honour to enclose
a copy) and prorogued the Legislature to the gth instant.

I have furnished them with copies of your Excellency’s Despatch; and when I meet them
in a new session I shall not fail to call their attention to those points which you consider as
requiring alteration with a view to the greater efficiency of the Bill. Of their read
acquiescence in your Excellency’s suggestions, I have at present no reason to doubt. tt
appears indeed by the minutes of the Legislative Council that it was their intention the last
clause should have been expunged, to which amendment the Assembly were understood to
have assented; yet it was retained in the original of the Bill as received by me from the
President, an oversight which they appear at a loss to account for. © ~
On the other point adverted to in the 3d paragraph of your Excellency’s Despatch, I had

the honour to state in my Letter of the 1st April, that a Bill for the registration and classifi-
cation of apprenticed labourers, which appeared to me very comprehensive, had passed the
Council and Assembly; but owing to informality in the enacting part of it, I did not forward
the transcript to your Excellency. When that point is again brought under their gonsidera-
tion, Iam given to understand the Bill will undergo every necessary alteration to give it the
desired effect.
This being accomplished, I hope the Legislature of Tobago will be considered as having

fully merited the confidence of the British Government by the spirit and liberality with
which they have given effect to the Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery
in this Island.

I have, &c.
(signed) H. C. Darling.

 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of General Assembly,

Ir has been customary, I believe, for the Legislature of this Island to be prorogued at the
end of each session by written communication from the executive, and I should undoubtedly
follow so convenient # precedent on the present occasion, did I not consider that a summary
and informal method of releasing you from further attendance on those duties which have
occupied so large a portion of your time for the last six months, would but ill accord with
the importance of the object which has chiefly engrossed your attention. i
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TOBAGO. It would moreover deprive me of the gratification of expressing personally the satisfaction
_— I derive from the spirit of liberality with which you have given effect to the views of the

Imperial Parliament, by the Act which you have passed for the Abolition of Slavery in this
Island. This Act I consider highly creditable to you as evincing the sincerity of your
wishes to ameliorate to the utmost extent of prudence the condition of those who are about
to exchange a state of slavery for one of temporary and modified servitude.

I have now to perform a very pleasing duty in assenting, in the name and by the authority
of his Excellency the Governor-in-Chiet, to the Bill before me for the Abolition of Slavery in
the Island of Tobago; and if the high feeling of gratification with which I put my hand to
this Bill were susceptible of augmentation, it could only be derived from the actual presence
of those individuals, whose welfare and happiness it is its ohject to promote, and which
I most earnestly hope may be fully attained.
Some informality in the drawing up of certain other Bills which have been presented to

me during the present session, having obliged me to decline their acceptance for transmission
to the Governor-in-Chief, I have no constitutional method ofenabling you to rectify the objec-
tion, but by proroguing the Legislature for a short period, that you may in another session
reconsider the several subjects and introduce the desired alterations.

I have now therefore to prorogue this provincial. Parliament, which is hereby prorogued
to Friday the gth day of this month, then to meet for the despatch of business.

 

Government House, Tobago, (signed) H. C. Darling,
2d May 1834. Lieutenant-Governor.

No. 3.

Sirs, Government House, Tobago, 14th May 1834.
As the period for the Abolition Act going into operation is now approaching, I wish te

submit to the consideration of the Legislature, whether some preliminary measures by way
of a gradual introduction of the great change that will take place on the 1st of August next,
may not beadvisable.

leave to the superior judgment of the Council and Assembly to decide what these
measures should be; the total abolition of punishment by order of the attornies, managers
or others having at present this power, should perhaps be the principal; but there may be
others of minor importance in themselves, which may materially tend to prepare the under-
standing of the slaves for the better comprehension of the more solid advantages to which
they are about to be admitted.
To any measures of this nature I shall be most happy to give my co-operation and

concurrence.
The Honourables the President of the I have, &c.

Legislative Council (signed) HI. C. Darling.
an

The Speaker of the House of Assembly.

 

No. 4.

To His Excellency Major-General Darling, Lieutenant-Governor in and over the Island of
Tobago and its Dependencies, &c, &c. Kc.

Tue House of General Assembly have to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s
message of the 14th instant, submitting whether some preliminary measures by way of
a gradual introduction to the great change that will take place on the 1st August next,
might not be advisable.
And the House in reply have much satisfaction in informing your Excellency that, pe

vious to the receipt of this message, the House had taken advantage of the passing of a Bill
to amend the Abolition Act, to introduce certain clauses taking away the power of punishment
from the master, &c. after the 1st June next, and vesting the same entirely in the

Magistracy of the Colony; and which measure the House consider willbe one great step
towards preparing the mind of the slave population for the important change that is about
to take place in their future condition.

House of Assembly, Tobago, (signed) James Johnston,
zoth May 1834. Speaker.
 

—No. 283.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to

Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 10th July 1834.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith for His Majesty’s gracious approval,

an Act, intituled, “ An Act to amend an Act, intituled, ‘An Act to carry into effect

the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland,

intituled, ‘An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies 3 for
promoting
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promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons
hitherto intituled to the services of such Slaves ;’ and to repeal certain Clauses of an
Act commonly called the Slave Act, passed on or about the 15th of August 1829,
and to substitute other clauses in this Act in lieu thereof.’”
The original object with which this Act was introduced, was to cancel the last

clause of the Tobago Act for the Abolition of Slavery, which made its coming
into operation dependent upon the receipt of His Majesty’s allowance thereof, as.
already stated in my Despatch No. 7, of the 11th ult. (Tobago); and I am happy
to acquaint you that the Legislature took the opportunity of introducing certain
clauses, abrogating the power of the master to inflict punishment on the slave, and
obliging him to refer all complaints to a magistrate from the 1st of last month.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 284, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to
oe Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Tobago, August 22, 1834.
A vIREcTopportunity for writing to England occurring, by the departure of the

last ship for the season, I avail myself of it to acquaint you, that the period for the
expiration of slavery, and the transition to a state of apprenticeship, has arrived,
and passed in this Island without any act of irregularity or insubordination on the
part of the individuals whose hopes have been so long directed to the enjoyment of
complete and unrestricted freedom. The pains that had been taken by the attor-
nies and managers, for some time previous to the 1st of August, in explaining to the
slaves the conditions which are for a further period to attend their emancipation,
prevented any material expression of disappointment on the arrival of the ex-
pected day, whatever may have been felt on the occasion ; and it affords me a very
sensible gratification to assure you, as well from my own observation as from the
weekly reports of the magistrates, from the distant parts of the Island, which have
been made up to the 18th instant, that at no period have the slaves worked more
cheerfully, or conducted themselves with more general propriety in this Island,
than since the 1st of August. The very few complaints that have been brought
before the magistrates have been of the most trifling description, being confined to
occasional misunderstandings with respect to.the hours of turning out to work, and
the extra time to be granted to the apprentices out of the 45 weekly working hours,
between the 1st of July and 1st of December. The special magistrates having
fully explained those points, wherever they were not perfectly understood, I am
induced to believe that the Island of Tobago will be found second to none in point
of good conduct on the part of the apprentices; while it is no more than justice to
the several attornies and managers to state, that there is a very general desire on
their part to observe a strict attention to the law, and to shew every reasonable
indulgence to the apprentices.

I beg to enclose a short address explanatory of the principal points of the Aboli-
tion Act, which was read and explained to the head-men on each estate im-
mediately previous to the 1st of August. And have, &c.

(signed) H. C. Darling, Lieut.-Governor.

 

Enclosure in No. 284.

To ruz FREE APPRENTICED LABOURERS or tue IsLanp of Tosaco.

AS the day has now nearly arrived when slavery is directed to cease in all the West India
Islands, I have thought proper with the advice of the Council, to address you on the sub-
Ject, for the purpose of explaining the chief points of the law, by which you are in future
to be governed.

First then you must understand, that although you are declared to be no longer slaves,
and cannot be bought or sold, or flogged as before, and that other things of which you
havefrequently complained are no longer allowed, yet you must know that you are still
required to serve your late owners as labourers for some time longer, in order to pay them
by your labour a part of what they would lose, were you to be altogether your own masters
at once. This is but reasonable, and I hope that, by the cheerfulness with which you will
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continue to work under the new regulations, until the end of your apprenticeship, and. b
your orderly and peaceable conduct, you will show how well you deserve the blessings you
will in a short time enjoy. You must know that in England and in every othercountry,
there must be laws to punish the wicked and to keep idle and bad people in order. Free
persons in England are indeed sometimes hanged, and in other ways very severely punished
when they commit bad crimes. So must it be in the West Indies, when free men, either
white or coloured, break through the laws and commit crimes. Yow will always find me
your friend, and ready toprotect you against injustice; but I shall be very strict in sup-

porting the magistrates who order you to be punished, when you do anything against
e law.

Now the law says,—

ist. That after the 1st August (next Friday) you are to be no longer slaves; that your
children now under six years of age are free at once, and that those born after that day shall
be born free in all respects; and that any slave who has at any time been in England with
the consent of his master, is now at once free.

2d. Such persons heretofore slaves, but who are in future to serve as apprenticed labourers,
and who are and have been employed constantly in the field and in out-door work, are to
serve for six years longer from Friday next; but that you are not (except in particular cases)
to work more than 45 hours in any one week.

3d. Labourers who are not attached to estates, seafaring men and others who never have
their day given to them, and who attend on their employers all day and night if necessary,
are to serve only four years longer, when they will be entirely free. ~

4th. If your employer should wish to release you from service before the periods I have
mentioned, he may do so; but if he wishes to release and set free any old man, or one
who is sickly and cannot work for himself, he must provide for the support and main-
tenance of that man, for the remaining part of the six or four years, in the same manner as
if he had not discharged him.—

5th. If any labourer should wish to purchase his discharge before the end of the time for
which he ought to serve, and his employer refuse, it can still be done, and the special
magistrate will tell the labourer how he is to act on the occasion.

6th. Labourers are to receive from their employers the same allowances of food, clothing
and fodging as at present.

7th. The field (or preedial) apprenticed labourer, if above twelve years of age, is to have
half an acre of land as a provision ground, not more than three miles from his dwelling,
and for every child under that age the father shall have one quarter of an acre.

8th. Between the 1st July (after crop-time in each year) and the ist of December, each
field apprenticed labourer is to have time equal to 14 full working days, out of the 45 hours
that he is required to work in each week.

gth. If land is not given to the labourer to raise provisions, he shall receive, if above
ten years of age, a weekly allowance of seven quarts of corn meal or five quarts of rice or
flour, or 20 pounds of yams, or 26 pounds of sweet potatoes, or 30 pounds of good plan-
tains. A labourer under ten years to receive half that allowance.

10th. All provisions must be of good sound quality, and delivered on the same day in
each week,

11th. No land given to an apprenticed labourer, can be taken’from him until he has
gathered the whole of the crop growing upon it, which is then to be his own property.

12th. [f any labourer shall neglect to cultivate his provision ground, or allow his house
to fall into decay, he shall pay his employer for putting it in. order, by working an extra
number of hours for him, as the magistrate shall direct.

igth. If the employer of any apprenticed labourer shall wilfully neglect or refuse to
furnish the provisions, clothing, lodging, provision ground or other allowances, unless pre-
vented by some sufficient cause, he shall pay a fine of 403,; such part of the fine as the
judge may think fit to be given to the apprentice complaining.

14th. There shall be a good and sufficient hospital upon every estate for the accommo-
dation of the sick. ;

15th. Any labourer who may absent himself from his work improperly, shall be com-
pelled to work double the timehe may be so absent, provided the extra work does not exceed
15 hours in any one week.

16th. Any apprenticed labourer who may absent himself for more than seven hours and
a half in any one week, shall be punished by sentence of imprisonment or bywhipping
with the cat, as the special justice shall think the case deserves. If he absent himself for
a longer period, he will be punished with more severity according to his offence.

37th. Any labourer performing his work indolently or carelessly, shall, for the first
offence, be sentenced to perform additional labour; for a second offence, confinement with
hard labour; for a third offence, confinement, hard labour, and whipping if judged
necessary.

18th. Any labourer guilty of drunkenness, or fighting or insolence, or insubordinate
conduct to his employer, or persons set over him, shail be liable to imprisonment, with
hard labour, or whipping not exceeding 15 stripes.

1gth. Any labourer who by careless use of fire shall endanger his employer's property,
or who shall wilfully ill-use the cattle, or by negligence expose his employer’s property to
damage of any sort, shall be liable to punishment according to the nature and extent of
the offence.

2oth. Any
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goth. Any apprenticed labourer who being appointed a watchman, shall neglect his duty,
shall be sentenced to three bours extra labour for each offence.

eist. No female apprenticed labourer shall be punished by whipplng or beating her
erson, but by confinement, hard labour and solitary confinement.
22d. Labourers who may be sentenced to punishment by whipping, shall not be punished

with the cart-whip, but by a cat-o’-nine-tails, as used in the army.
29d. Any person who shall take upon himself to inflict punishment upon an apprenticed

labourer, otherwise than by sentence of the special magistrates. or shall keep in confine-
ment any apprenticed labourer, shall be prosecuted for the offence before the udges in the
King’s Court.

oath. No labourer is to be compelled to work before six o’clock in the morning nor after
six in the evening. Labourers to rest for breakfast from seven to eight o’clock, and from
twelve till two, or the same rest may be allowed at any other period.

esth. A signal to be given by blowinga shell, ringinga bell, or in some other manner to
mark the time of beginning and leaving off work,

26th. No labourer to be compelled to work on Sunday, except in works of necessity, or
in domestic services, or in tending of cattle. Nor is any labourer to be prevented attending
divine service at his free will on Sundays. .

oyth. If thé employer of any epprenticed labourer shall cause him to work beyond the
period allowed by this law, he shall be sentenced by the special magistrate to pay a fine of
1s. for every hour’s extra service to the labourer complaining. .

28th. No labourer shall be compelled to undertake task-work without his own free con-
sent; but if he consent, the special magistrate will explain what the law further requires.

agth. If the employer of any apprenticed labourer shall attempt to prevent him by force ©
or threats from making a just complaint to the special magistrate, suc
prosecuted for the same before the King’s Court.

goth. The special justices to be appointed for this service, and none other, have power
to hear complaints, and decide between apprenticed labourers and their employers.

gist. If an apprenticed labourer make a complaint against his employer, which the
special justice shall consider frivolous or vexatious, he shall do extra work for his.employer,
not exceeding fifteen hours inthe week. And if the employer shall make a frivolous com-
plaint, he shall pay a fine not exceeding 30s. to the party complaining.

gad. Any apprenticed labourer who shall make a malicious complaint against his em-
ployer, may be sentenced to hard labour on the tread-mill, for any time not exceeding
amonth; and if the employer make such complaint against his apprentice, he shall pay
a fine not exceeding §/. for the benefit of the party accused.
33d. If apprenticed labourers have cause to make complaint to the special magistrate,

they must upon no account leave the estate in gangs or large numbers for that purpose ; not
more than one in 20 must be chosen, and they must ask the manager or their employer for
a pass, and if it is refused, they may then go without it. They must return to the estate
to which they belong without loss of time, when dismissed by the magistrate, who will
make inquiry into the complaint and decide accordingly. :

34th. The special magistrate of each district will appoint six special constables, who will
have the same power and authority as any other constables by whatever law appointed.

. 35th. The special justices may appoint one or more of the apprenticed labourers on each
estate to act as constables, in maintaining the peace on such estate, under the direction of
the proprietor or manager, or in apprehending any apprenticed labourer net employed on
such estate, who may be found loitering thereon. Such constable may, under the direction
of the manager, put in confinement for a space not exceeding 24 hours, any apprenticed
labourer who may commit any offence or riot on the estate.

36th. If any three or more apprenticed labourersunite in any riot or tumultuous assem~-
blage, and do not disperse in ten minutes, when ordered to do so by any magistrate, they
shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any period not exceeding 12 months.

37th. If any three or more apprenticed labourers shall agree together to resist the lawful
commands of their employer, they shall be tried by the King’s Court and be sentenced to
confinement with hard labour for six months, with or without whipping.

38th. No apprenticed labourer shall reside beyond the limits of the estate to which he is
attached, without the authority in writing of his employer.

goth. Any apprenticed labourer who shall harbour or conceal another, being a runaway,
shall be liable to hard labour for go days, or receive any number of stripes, not exceeding
30, or both, as the nature of the case may justify.

40th. No apprenticed labourer, except mariners, to leave the Island without a passport
from the Governor, granted on the written consent of his employer, under the penalty of

‘ imprisonment with or without hard labour for three months.
_ 41st. Any labourers who shall habitually abandon and neglect to perform the duties
imposed upon them by law, shall'be sentenced to hard labour on the tread-mill, or to punish-
ment by stripes (if a male) not exceeding 39.
42d. Any labourer who shall absent himself from his employer’s service for seven days

successively, shall be deemed a runaway, and be sentenced to imprisonment with hard
labour, or to solitary confinement for three months, or (if a male) to whipping.

43d.. Any labourer who shall absent himself from the service of his employer for any
longer period, shall, if apprehended, make satisfaction to his employer after the expiration
of his apprenticeship by serving for a longer period.
2°8.—II. 44th. Any

employer shall be
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44th. Any apprenticed labourer who may without lawful authority, take possession of
any King’s and, or land belonging to other persons, shall be dispossessed of the same, and
the buildings and crops thereon be taken from him.

45th. Any apprenticed labourer who may have in his possession any guns, swords, pistols
or other arms, without the knowledge and consent of his employer, shall be sentenced to
hard labour for a month, or to 39 stripes, and the arms to be taken away from him.

46th, Apprenticed labourers may hold and own property of any description, except what
is mentioned in the last article, and may sell, exchange or give away the same; but the
must not keep on their employer’s property without his consent, any hogs, goats or other
animals.

47th. Persons entitled to the services of apprenticed labourers, may let them out or
transfer their services to other persons.

48th. Apprenticed labourers cannot be compelled to serve in the militia, but may be
employed as constables on the estate to which they are attached.

hese are the principal laws by which you are to be governed until theend of your appren-
ticeship;and I hope you will be as well conducted under them, as you have been inastate
of slavery. The special magistrates appointed by the King will explain all things that it
may be necessary for you to know. Until those magistrates arrive, you must obey the
gentlemen appointed by me to do their duty. I have only further to repeat my recom-
mendation to you, to be obedient to your employers, be diligent and cheerful in the per-
formance of your duty, and you will not fail, I hope, to be happy.

Government House, _ H.C. Darling, Lieutenant-Governor.
25th July 1834.

 

—~ No. 285. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Colonial Office, 14 Oct. 1834.
I nave received Lieutenant-Governor Darling’s Despatch of the 22d of August,

which I have laid before the King.
His Majesty has commanded me to express the extreme satisfaction he feels at

the favourable report therein made of the state of the Island of Tobago, and of
the propriety and good conduct evinced by all classes of His Majesty’s subjects
within that Colony.

It is alike gratitying to His Majesty to learn, that the Lieutenant-Governor has
had the zealous co-operation of the parties interested in property within his govern-
ment, in aiding him to carry into full effect the Act for the Abolition of Slavery,
and that the apprenticed labourers have cheerfully continued their operations of
industry.

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to command me to express, through
you, to the Lieutenant-Governor, and to all those persons, whether in public situa-
tions or in private life, who have assisted in producing this happy result, his satis.
faction with their conduct; and considering the extreme importance of the united
exertions of all classes in promoting the industry of the slaves and the well-being
of the Colony, His Majesty feels confident that the same wise and prudent mea-
sures, which must have been adopted in order to producea state of things so very
encouraging, will be steadily persevered in.
The new social system in Tobago has happily begun, and it is His Majesty's

most earnest desire and hope that it may conduce to future prosperity and security,
and that it may lead to internal tranquillity, to the promotion of industry, and to the
general happiness of his subjects in Tobago.

It will be the Lieutenant-Governor’s office in the future administration of the
Abolition Law, to impress upon all parties that it imposes duties and creates rights
equally affecting the employer and the labourer, and that it will be carried impera-
tively into effect for the benefit of both.

His Majesty further commands me to convey his approval of the proclamation
which the Lieutenant-Governor felt it his duty to issue on the 25th of July.

I have, &c.

(signed) T. S. Rice.
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—No. 286. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 20 September 1834.
I nave the honour,to transmit herewith, for His Majesty’s gracious approval,

the transcripts of two Acts of the Legislature of Tobago, respectively intituled, “ An
Act fo establish certain Rules and Regulations for the classification of those per-
sons, hereafter to become apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining to which

class they shall respectively belong.”
“ An Act to authorize the temporary Appointment of Special Magistrates, for

the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of an Act of the Legislature of this
Island, intituled, ‘ An Act to carry into effect the provisions of an Act of the
Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Aboli-
tion of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, &c.’” Lhave, &c

, &e.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 287. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Darling to the Secretary

of State for the Colonies, dated Government House, Tobago, 31 Dec. 1834.

Berne aware that some anxiety has hitherto been usually felt in England at this
season of the year, as to the conduct of the negroes in the West Indies, who,
during the Christmas holidays, have been in the habit of receiving greater indul-

gence than at other periods, and considering that that feeling may.be increased at
present, in consequence of the late change in their condition, it may perhaps be

excusable in me, if I address myself at once to you on this occasion, the mail-boat
sailing direct to overtake the packet to-morrow.

It affords me the greatest satisfaction to report to you, that since the ist of
August last, the conduct of the apprenticed labourers throughout this Island has
been most satisfactory, no alteration whatever having taken place in their behaviour
since I had the honour to write on this ‘subject, on the 22d August. The two
holidays, the 25th and 26th of December, have passed in the usual recreations of

feasting and dancing, but no instance of outrage or riot of any description has been
reported to me. Saturday immediately following the 26th, and that day having

been given to them in every week since the 1st of August, they appear in some
instances to have thought it might reasonably have been added to their holidays ;
to this I believe many of the managers would have had no objection, but that
Sunday coming after, making four successive holidays, it would have been some-
what imprudent to grant it, as affording the idly disposed inducement and oppor-
tunity to stay from the estates ; they were therefore generally required to turn out
on Saturday the 27th, more for the sake of roll-call than any thing else.

I am informed that their demonstrations of enjoyment on these holidays, have
in some cases been of a less animated description than usual, owing probably to
their having had throughout the year, a much greater proportion of time at their
disposal than formerly, which has occasioned the contrast with the excessive indal-

gence, heretofore only granted at Christmas, to be the less striking. The managers
may in some instances have thought themselves bound to curtail the customary gra-
tifications of rum, &c. thus diminishing the stimulus to great hilarity. Be that as
it may, the Island has been and is now in the most perfect state of tranquillity.
There has arisen indeed some discussion as to the remuneration which the appren-

tices should receive for extra labour, during the crop season now commencing, but

this has in general been settled with very little trouble. In many cases they have
left it to the manager’s liberality to reward them at the end of the period, in

others, they have only stipulated for the usual quantities of hot liquor from the

sugar, rum, and other like indulgences. If I might venture to form an opinion,

on the experience of the five months that have elapsed since the extinction of
slavery, I should say there is no reason whatever to apprehend any trouble or in-
subordination in this Island, under the system of apprenticeship; which notwith-
standing occasional complaints of late turning out to work, will upon the whole

prove as beneficial to the interests of the proprietor as the former system, and this
too without reference to the greatly improved condition of the labourer.
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— No. 288.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor
Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-street, 10 February 1835.

You will have the goodness to express to Lieutenant-General Darling the great
satisfaction felt by His Majesty’s Government, at his reports of the demeanour of
the apprentices during the period of the Christmas holidays.

 

— No. 289. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor
Sir Lionel Sinith, dated Downing-street, 1 April 1835.

I rrusr that it will be in my power to transmit to you by the next packet an
Order of His Majesty in Council, leaving to their operation the Acts passed in the
month of May last, by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and Assembly of Tobago,
for giving effect in that Island to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery. In antici-
pation of that order, I propose now to communicate to you such remarks as have
been suggested to me by the perusal of the Acts in question.

In the enactments respecting the assignment of provision grounds to the appren-
ticed labourers, I observe the greatest distance from the abode ofthe cultivator, at
which they may be apportioned to him, is three miles. It would demand a more
exact topographical acquaintance with the Island of Tobago than is probably. pos-
sessed by any persons in this kingdom, to determine whether this extreme limit
might not be considerably narrowed. But it is sufficiently obvious that such a
change, if really practicable, ought to be made; because the time lost, and the
fatigue incurred in a daily walk of six miles, between the place of his residence and
the place where his means of subsistence are to be procured, would be an unprofit-

able deduction from the leisure and repose of the labourer.
For the cultivation of the provision grounds, 14 days only in the year are allowed

by this Act. By the Royal Order~in Council, 40 days annually are assigned for
the same purpose in Trinidad and St. Lucia, and although in those Islands there
is a great extent of unoccupied and virgin soil in the immediate vicinity of almost
all the plantations, yet even the allowance of 40 days appears to have been en-
larged in St. Lucia, by a local ordinance passed during the existence of slavery
there, to 52. It is incredible, therefore, that 14 days can suffice for this work in
Tobago. The effect of so short an allowance must be, to cast on the cultivator of
the soil the duty of maintaining himself by a deduction, not from the 45 weekly
hours assigned to the employer, but from his own leisure. This, however, would
be an infringement of the compact made with Colonies for the especial benefit of
the emancipated slaves; and therefore the Council and Assembly of Tobago must
be called upon to review and amend this enactment.

Compulsory labour on the provision grounds might seem unnecessary, since the —
urgent pressure of want will probably be a stimulus sufficient to quicken the most
listless into that degree of activity which is requisite for procuring their daily food.
The rule, however, if retained, should be qualified by two additions. The first,
that the compulsion should never be used, except during the time deducted by
law, for the purpose of cultivating these grounds, from the 45 hours of weekly
labour. The second, that even during that time, an apprenticed labourer, who is
earning his subsistence by honest industry in some other employment, should be
left to pursue it without molestation.

The rules which forbid the apprenticed labourer-to reside beyond the limits of the
plantation, except by his employer’s consent, or to quit it, even during his own lei-
sure, except with a written pass from the employer, must prevent all free compe-
tition for wages, ‘and must enable every planter to make his own terms with the
labourers upon his estate for extra service. This, however, is opposed to the spirit
of the Act of Parliament. It is necessary that power should be given to the special
magistrate as well as to the employer to license the residence of the labourer beyond
the limits of the plantation. The law must also be amended in such a manner as
to leave the labourér at liberty to, resort, during his own leisure, to any place in
which he can obtain honest and profitable occupation; provided that it is not of
such a nature or extent as to interfere with the performance of his prescribed duty

In
' on the eatate to which he may belong.
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In the 3oth section of this Act some words appear to have been transcribed,
without due consideration, from the laws formerly in force in the Island, for pre-
yenting the abuse of the power of punishment, which, during the existence of
slavery, belonged to the owner. Fine and imprisonment are denounced as the
enalty of cruelty towards apprentices, and especially in cases of the wanton or

cruel cutting, wounding, maiming or mutilation of their persons. But offences of
this kind being generally the indications of a murderous design, carried into effect
as far as the power of the assailant has extended, are very inadequately punished
by fine and imprisonment. Even, however, if it were not desirable to exact any
more severe penalty, still there would be no sufficient reason for introducing a spe-
cial rule of law, applying to those cases only in which the apprenticed labourer is
the immediate sufferer. It is an object of great importance that the whole colonial
society should henceforth live under the same penal code, and that the growth of
all invidious distinctions of this nature should be checked at their first appear-
ance.”
 

— No. 290.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 29 July 1835.
AS the time approaches for carrying into effect the intentions of Parliament in

regard to the distribution of. the compensation money awarded to the Colonies
under the Slavery Abolition Act, I am desirous of calling your attention to the
Despatch which was addressed to you by my predecessor on the 1st of April last,
respecting the revision and amendment of the Act passed by the Legislature of
Tobago for giving effect in that Island to the provisions of the Imperial Act. Should
no steps have been taken by the Legislature of Tobago before this reaches you for
amending their Act, in conformity with the views entertained by His Majesty and
by Parliament, you will lose no time in calling their attention to the subject, pointing
out to them that until they shall comply with the requisitions contained in Lord
Aberdeen’s Despatch, they will not be entitled to participate in the compensation
provided for the late slave proprietors.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

TRINIDAD.

 

—No. 291.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Trinidad, 12 October 1833.

I nave had the honour of receiving your very important and very satisfactory
Despatch, enclosing the Act of Parliament for. the Abolition of Slavery.
The execution of this all-important measure has been provided for by Imperial

legislation, the only effectual manner by which it could have been brought to so
early a termination, or with uniform operation throughout the British Colonies.

I presume to make up a despatch bag addressed to you, by a merchant vessel,
without waiting for the regular writing packet, conceiving that you will be pleased
to learn that in this Colony no untoward circumstances in any manner interruptive
of tranquillity have occurred.
The militia continues to increase in numbers and to improve in discipline, with

a disposition of zeal on the part of the proprietors, far beyond my hope.
The public mind seems prepared to receive the measure of Abolition with

serenity, and to give it fair play.
I immediately, on receipt of your Despatch, gave promulgation to His Majesty’s
roclamation,as you will perceive by the enclosed gazette.

th cave had some hundred copies of it printed and distributed in every part of
€ Colony.
278.—II. I being
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I being of opinion that careful explanation may be required to mark to the Black
population the distinction between slavery and apprenticeship, I am preparin
a letter of instruction for that purpose to assist persons I can depend upon in the
different quarters of the Island, and when necessary I will personally join them to.
dispel misapprehension, and offer satisfactory information on every point, as well to
proprietors as slaves.

I am warned of the instant departure of the vessel which takes charge of my
despatch bag, but cannot conclude without offering you my sincere and hearty
congratulations in having obtained the triumph of perfecting the most important
measure that has borne on the interests of mankind for this past century.

 

—No. 292. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 26th November 1833.
I nave had the honour to receive your Despatch of the 12th October, and I beg

to express to you the gratification which His Majesty's Government have derived
from the satisfactory account of the state of Trinidad, and of the reception of the
measure for the Abolition of Slavery.

 

‘T have, &c.
(signed) E. G. Stanley.

—- No. 293. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Trinidad, 6th April 1834.
' I wave the honour to state that I laid your Crown circular Despatch of the
19th of October last, and the model Guiana ordinance which accompanied it
(suggesting the measures to be adopted for the purpose of giving effect to the Act
for the Abolition of Slavery), before the Council of Government.

I had a sufficient number of this model ordinance printed for the use of the
Council, inviting observations upon it.

It was discussed repeatedly at frequent meetings again and again of a committee
of the Council, by whom every chapter was noted.
The observations of the committee were laid before the Council, who, after several

meetings and much debate, resolved to avail themselves of the option you kindly
gave them, and to proceed by report instead of ordinance (with one exception as
explained in the inclosed document.)

That document is the final report of the Council of Government passed unani-
mously in its present form, offering their suggestions for your assistance in the
laborious and responsible task you have obligingly and cheerfully proposed to under-
take for them in framing the laws whereby the empioyers and apprenticed labourers
are to be governed from and after the 1st of August next.

Pursuant to the spirit of your Despatch of the 19th of October, I encouraged and
invited full and free discussion on every point of the model ordinance, and felt much

gratification in witnessing the manifest disposition in all parts of the Council to

co-operate and render the proposed measures as perfect as experience and foresight
can make them.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hill.

Enclosure in No. 293.

Trinipap.—The Revorr of the Lieutenant-Governor and Council of Govern-

ment of the Island of Trinidad upon certain Measures proposed by His Majesty $

Government to be enacted for the purpose of carrying into effect the Act for

the Abolition of Slavery in the Britis Colonies, 3 & 4 William 4. ¢. 73-

We the Lieutenant-Governor and Members of the Council of Government of this

Colony, have weighed and considered with anxious, careful and studious attention the

. Circular Despatch of the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, beat-

ing date the nineteenth of October last, together with an abstract, containing the basis.or
ou
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outline of the various measures proposed by His Majesty’s Government to be enacted for
the purpose of carrying into effect the Slavery Abolition Act.

The details of this law will, we presume, be so nearly similar throughout the British
ssessions, that with the exception of one ordinance, which we have passed and herewith

transmit, we have deemed it more advisable to avail ourselves of the option which His
Majesty’s Secretary of State has been pleased to afford us of proceeding by way of Teport
tofurnish to His Majesty’s Government the local information we possess, and the various
suggestions that have presented themselves to our view upon the different bearings of this
momentous question, rather than to frame an ordinance applying exclusively to the Island
f Trinidad.

° We have given the preference to this mode of proceeding under the firm conviction that
His Majesty’s Government intend to provide and establish one general code of laws for the
government of the whole of the Colonial possessions.

In the suggesions which we deem it our duty to offer, His Majesty’s Government will
observe that we have adopted nearly the whole of those contained in the draft outline, with
a few modifications and additions.
With a view to perspicuity, we have throughout this Report followed the draft, observing

its order both as to chapters and titles.

Cuapter I,

On the Judicial and Ministerial Agency to be employed.

Two considerations, we submit, must be especially attended to in the regulations for
carrying into effect the all-important object of this chapter:

First.—That the number of the special justices and of the police force placed under
their charge should be so fixed, and the districts in which they are to act so situated,
that they may be enabled effectually to perform their duties.
Second.—That the regulations under which the justices and police are to be governed

should ensure the most strict and active attention to their duties.

By the 18th clause of the Slavery Abolition Act it is provided, that every description of
offence or dispute arising out of the relation of master and apprentice shall be decided by
the special justice. ;
The power of punishing slave offences and redressing slave complaints has been hitherto

exercised either by the individual proprietor, or by the commandant of the quarter or by
the magistrates.
Probably not less than 2,000 persons have been occasionally engaged in the perform-

ance of these duties, all which are now to devolve on the special justices alone; nor
is there much reason to expect that the number of offences and complaints which were
formerly settled and punished by the masters’ authority will be in any way diminished;
on the contrary, we are inclined to think that disputes respecting real or alleged idle-
ness and indisposition to labour, as well as other offences arising from the relation of
master and apprentice, will for some time after the establishment of the new system be
much increased. We are, therefore, confident that at least ten special justices will be
required for the performance of these duties. We are also of opinion, that the Governor
of this Colony may find it necessary to recommend to His Majesty’s Government to ap-
point additional special justices, unpaid.

Considerable inconvenience must, we think, arise unless some general and uniform SYS-
tem of superintendence be adopted to regulate the duties and guide the conduct of the
special justices in the several districts.

Differences must and will arise as to the manner in which the duties of these officers
are to be performed; and if they are to act independently of each other, and to be account-
able only for wilful misconduct, the various districts may in several most important particu-
lars be subject to different modes of proceeding.
The change of a special justice may in many cases produce a change of system, causing

great confusion and inconvenience. On the other hand, we think that many important
advantages will be obtained by placing the whole system under the direction and control of
one superior special justice, corresponding with and acting under the immediate control and
instruction of the Executive.
Under this chief special justice we recommend that an assistant chief special justice

should be appointed. By this means the machinery of apprenticeship may be made to
work uniformly, and the results be more immediately and accurately known.

Independent of this advantage, the prospect of promotion under such an institution will
operate as a most useful incentive for the active and faithful discharge of the duties con-
fided to the inferior justices: nor do we consider that such a measure is in any respect at
variance with the provisions of the Emancipation Act.
We consider that the number of special justices to be allotted for each Colony must

depend not merely on the numbers of the slaves in that Colony, but on the greater or less
facility of access to its several districts.
Adopting the principles which we have before stated, we recommend that the Island of

Trinidad should be made to consist of two divisions; the First or Metropolitan Division to
tnclude all the portions of the Island north of the quarter of Chaguanas, with all the
settlements of the eastern coast from the north to the south; the Second Division to com-
prise all the other quarters of the Island.

TRINIDAD.
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The First Division should, we think, be placed under the immediate and personal super.
intendence of the chief special justice, whose residence should be at the town of Port of

ain.
FThe Second Division should be under the immediate direction.of a chief assistant special

justice, residing at San Fernando, acting however under the general superintendence of
the chief special justice, with whom his correspondence is to be carried on, and from whom
he istoreceive such general instructions for the performance of the duties of the special
justices in his division as may from time to time be thought requisite.

The reason for proposing this arrangement is, that the town of Port of Spain is the seat
of Government, and consequently the fittest place of residence for the chief special justice
who is to be in constant communication with the Executive. ,
The inhabitants of the quarters in the First Division, however distant, communicate with

the town of Port of Spain directly by means of the high roads.
The quarters of the Second Division have only a water access with Port of Spain, whilst

Cedros, Hicacos, Quemada, Moruga and Erin have a constant intermediate intercourse
with San Fernando.

By means of this division, therefore, all the populous parts of the Colony will be within
thedistance of a day’s journey of a superior justice, whereas a voyage to and from the
southern quarters of Port of Spain cannot at some seasons be calculated to be made in less
than a week.

In the subdivision of the Colony into districts, and the selection of spots for the police
establishments, regard must be had as well to the nature as the extent of the population.

In the town of Port of Spain, for instance, the numbers of employers will almost equal
that of the apprentices. In the quarter of South Naparima where the sugar plantations
are very numerous, the same number of apprentices will be divided amongst very few
employers. , :

It is desirable, for the sake of convenient access, that the police establishments should
be formed in the most pupulous parts of the several districts.
ai We are therefore of opinion that the Colony should be made to consist of two parts or

ivisions.
pits Port of Spain, Tacarigua, and eastern districts should constitute the Northern

ivision.
The Naparima and southern districts should constitute the Southern Division.
The divisions we have proposed should be separated into five judicial districts, and the

Governor by proclamation should define, and, as occasion might require, should alter the
limits of such districts.

First.—The First District to be called the Port of Spain District, and to comprise
the town of Port of Spain, the districts of Tragarete, St. Ann’s, Mucurapo, Diego
Martin, Maraval, Carenage and Cuesa, Chaguaramas, Bocas, La Ventille, Cimaro-
nero, Aricagua, town of St. Juan’s, Santa Cruz, Maraccas, Maraccas Valley and Las
Cuevas, St. Joseph and town of St. Joseph.

The number of apprentices in this extensive district would be very large, including all the
domestics and tradesmen in Port of Spain, and as the number of employers would also be
much larger, as compared with the number of apprentices, than any other district, it may

be presumed that the labour of the special justices in this district will be proportionably
increased.

The duties of this district could not be satisfactorily performed with a Jess number than
four special justices; one, the chief special justice, and one special justice to reside at Port
of Spain; one specialjustice at the village of St. Juan’s, and the other at the Carenage.

Second.—The Second District should be called the Tacarigua District, and should
comprise Caroni, Tacarigua and Aranca, Caura, Arima, Guanapo and Aripo.

Third.—The Third District should be called the Eastern District, and should com-

prise the eastern coast, the soldiers’ settlements, Oropauche, Toco, Cumana, Mayaro
and Guayaguayare.

This district will comprise but a small number of apprentices; but its extent, and the dis-
tance and difficulty of access from other parts of the Island, render it absolutely necessary

that a special justice should be appointed for its exclusive superintendence, ot aerwise the

inhabitants would be deprived ofall benefit from these establishments.

Fourth.—The fourth should be called the Naparima District, and should comprise

Chaguanas, Couva, Cas-cajal Carapachaima, Savonetta, Point a Pierre, North Napa-
rima, South Naparima, Savanna Grande, Oropouche and Moruga.

The residence of the chief special justice, under whose immediate control this and the

remaining districts should be placed, should be at San Fernando, where a policeestablish-
ment should be formed. Two other police establishments should also be formed in this dis-
trict; one at Cauva, and the other at South Naparima, near the Jordan Hill estate. This

district will comprise the principal sugar quarters of the Island, about three-fourths of the

sugar of the Island being made within its limits; it seems proper, therefore, that it should

be subjected to the superintendence of a superior justice, who, residing in the town of San

Fernando, the capital of this division, by continually visiting the police establishment at

Cauva and South Naparima and occasionally that of the southern district, may render more

effectual the working of the police machinery. Fifi
ifth.
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Fifth.—The fifth to be called the Southern District, and to comprise La Brea, Guapo,
Irois, Cedros, Hicacos, Quemada and Erin.

The number of apprentices in this district is comparatively small; but its extent is great,
and the difficulty of access to these parts considerable. One special justice may, but with
muchpersonal activity, be enabled to perform the duties required.
Under this arrangement, the number of special justices of the Island of Trinidad would

be, one chief special justice, one assistant special justice, and eight special justices. There
would be nine police establishments, at each of which one of the special justices would

reside, ViZ.—
ist. Port of Spain. 6th. San Fernando.
ad. Carenage. 7th. Couva.
gd. St. Juans. 8th. South Naparima.
4th. Tacarigua. oth. Irois.
6th. Mayaro.

The residence of the chief special justice and one special justice should be at Port of
Spain, andthat of the chief assistant at San Fernando, the two capitals of the northern and

southern divisions of the Island.

It would seem desirable that the residences of the special justices should be the police
establishmerits in the several districts, and those of the chief, special and chief assistant

special justices in the towns. ; ; ;
Great as the expense of these establishments will be, it does not appear possible to form

an efficient system of police for this Colony at less cost; and every sacrifice must be made
to prevent the failure of an experiment upon which the hopes of our fellow colonists
epend.

‘ The following Tables exhibit the quarters comprised in the several districts, the number of
apprentices, and the total number of inhabitants in each district and quarter, taken from the
last returns; also the distance in English miles of the remotest part of each quarter from
the nearest police establishment. :

First, on Port or Spain District.

Police Establishment at Port of Spain.

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

Namber Noamber ‘Distance from

QUARTERS. Apprentices. Inhabitants, Establishment.

Miles.

Townof Port of Spain - - - = = 2,938 9,870 -
Tragarete = - - - - - 255 347 1
St. Ann’s - - - - - - 221 861 3
Mucura - - - - - - 108 221 23
Marava - - - - - - 4il 897 7
Diego Martin - - - 7 fe 625 953 9
Caunage and Cuesa - - = = 450° 729 13
Chaguaramas and Bocas - - = - 352 768 17 and 30
La Ventilli - - - 2 © & 169 713 2
Cimarnero  - - - - 5 216 324 4
Aricagua - + - 5 £ 476 583 6
Town of St. Juan’s - 2 2 46 220 34
SantaCruz - + - - = °- 448 1,149 10
Maracas and Las Cuevas - - =< 268 857 11 and 18
St.Joseph’s- - - - - ° 423 527 8
Town of St. Joseph’B - - - = 79 223 6

Tota -- - 7,485 19,242 -

Seconp, om Tacaricua Disraict.

Police Establishment at St. Juan’s.

Number Number Distance from

QUARTERS. Apprentices. Inbabitants, Establishment.

Miles.

Caroni- - + 2 + = = 149 344 14
Tacarigua and Arouca - - - - 1,282 1,670 15
Caura- - - - - = = 66 491 14
Arimae - - + - = = 311 563 20
Guanapo  - - = = = = 272 897 24

ToTaL = - - 2,079 3,965 -   
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Number Nomber Distance from
o of Poli

QUARTERS. Apprentices. Inhabitants, Establishment.

Miles.

Settlements - - - - - - - - - 32
Eastern Coast - - - - - 9 479 12
Toco and Cumana. - - - - 52 42h 60 by Water
Mayaroand Guayaguayare - - ~ - 526 701 12

Toran - - - -  
 

Fourtras, ok Naparima District.

Police Establishment at Couva and in South Naparima.
 

 

    
 

 

 

 

Number Number Distance from
f oli

QUARTERS. Apprentices, Inhabitants, Establishment,

Miles.

Chagnanas - - - = = = 622 700 16
Carapichaima and Sovonetta- - =- 2,107 2,610 10 and 7
Pointa Pierre - - - =< = 963 1,099 13
South Naparima - - - - « 2,156 2,812 7
SavannaGrande - - = = = 977 2,762 10
North Naparima - - - - - 1,300 1,931 7
Oropouche - - - * = = 413 608 12
Moruga - 5 - 5 2 @ 24 129 22

ToTAL - - - 8,561 12,651 -

Firrx, on Sournern District.

Police Establishment at Irois.

Number Number Distance from
* : Poli

QUARTERS Apprentices. Inhabitants. Establishment.

Miles.

Ia Breaand Guapo - - - = 523 730 18 and 13
Trois - - = - 2 + - 59 100 6
Cedros 7 of mele 475 730 8
Hicacosand Erin- - - - — = 229 728 14 and 14

ToTaL «- - = 1,286 2,288 -    
Having thus laid before His Majesty’s Government a full detail of the locality, extent

and population of the various districts we recommend to be established, and the distribution
of the special justices therein, we now proceed to offer our suggestions on the extent of the
police force, the time of service for which the individuals composing that force should be
engaged, and the rate of pay to be allotted to them.

His Majesty’s Government recommend that each police settlement should consist of one
serjeant and ten privates.
In this suggestion we should be inclined to concur, did not our experience convince us

that it would be impossible for the special justice or his serjeant to be constantly in personal
attendance at the settlement. ,
The special justice will have his daily circuit visits to make. The serjeant maybe on

active out-door duty, and no responsible person (as an officer) will remain to superintend
the settlement.
The variety of languages also spoken in Trinidad renders it necessary that some person

of authority, who understands them, should always be present at the settlement to commu-
nicate at all hours and times with the numerous applicants.
We therefore recommend that a corporal should be added to the police force at each set-

- tlement. We also recommend that the privates at each settlement should receive Pay at
e
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the rate of 2s. 2d.. sterling per diem, the corporal 3s. 3d., and the serjeant 4s. 4d., and
that they should be engaged to serve for a period of not less than tliree years.
And lastly, we beg leave to suggest that the police in general may be authorized to act

in case of need) in adjoining or other districts.
With these observations we beg leave to express our concurrence in the various enact-

ments proposed in this chapter.

Cuaprter II,

On the Procedure to be observed by the Special Justices in the exercise of their Jurisdiction.

- We consider the regulations proposed by His Majesty’s Government in this chapter, as
admirably calculated to govern and guide the special justices in the exercise of their juris-
diction, and in the mode of procedure to be observed by them.

' They appear to us to require very little alteration, and to admit of little improvement.
In addition to these, some few regulations will be required to be established for the guid-

ance of the chief special justice and his assistant, and for a more summary mode of pro-
cedure in case of complaint, for the non or ill-performance of agricultural or other labour.
We therefore recommend the following Regulations to be added to those already laid

down in this chapter.

First.—That the chief special justice should have general jurisdiction throughout
the Colony.
Second.—That the assistant special justice should have the same authority through-

out the Southern Division.
Third.—That the chief special justice should be bound to visit the police settlements

as follows :—

Carenage, San Juan, and Tacarigua, at least once a month.
Mayaro, once in six months; and each settlement in the Southern Division once in six

months.

That the assistant special justice should visit the settlements at Couva and South Napa-
rima once every month, and Irois every two months.

Fourth—That in their respective visits to the police settlements, it should be their
duty to inspect the several journals and other books and papers belonging thereto,
and to examine the police force, and to visit the houses of correction and the penal

ng, and to ascertain whether the regulations of the police establishments are pro-
perly attended to and carried into effect.

That once in every six months the chief specialjustice should address a Report to the Gover-
nor on the state of the several police settlements, and the general working of the system, and
therein specify the date of his several visits to the different police settlements since his last
Report, and the result of his observations therein.
That the assistant special justice should make a similar Report to the chief special jus-

tice every three months.
That it be a misdemeanor for opposing the special justice, in discharge of his duty—

penalty or imprisonment.
That at the end of each quarter, each special justice should transmit to the chief special

justice a duplicate of his journal for the preceding quarter, with an affidavit thereto annexed
(to be sworn before a magistrate) to the effect of section No. 6.
That the chief special justice should observe the same formalities as regards his own

journal, and should transmit the whole number to the Governor.
That in all cases of complaints, for the non-performance or ill-performance of agricultural

or other labour, they should be decided by the special justices on the spot in a summary
manner, and that such decision should be immediately carried into effect.
That the complaint, decision, &c. should be entered in the journal of the special justice,

in the same way as in other cases.

With respect to the penalties mentioned in the 18th and 19th sections, we beg leave to
observe, that they are lower for the higher than the minor offences.
The 19th section subjects the apprenticed labourer to imprisonment for a month for a

malicious complaint.
We respectfully submit, that the time thus lost to the master should be restored by the

apprentice.
e crave reference to our observations on this subject in chapter 5th.

The draft states, that certain forms marked from A. to L. and M. respectively are
annexed,
No such forms have accompanied the draft; but we presume they are prepared, and will

be duly transmitted with the Order in Council.
With these suggestions, we recommend the adoption of chapter, No. 2.

Cuapter IIL.

On the Division of Apprenticed Labourers into their respective Classes.

Tux Regulations proposed by His Majesty’s Government under this head have been
dalyattended to,and, with a few trivial alterations, have been embodied into an Ordinance,
which is herewith transmitted.

278.—II. The
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The object of this Ordinance, namely, the division of the apprenticed labourers into three
classes, has been duly effected, the lists and affidavits required by the Ordinancehaving
been duly delivered into the Registrar of Slave’s Office.

These lists and affidavits amount in the whole to 1,945 returns, comprising all the slaves.
to be apprenticed. ;

It now remains with the Registrar to correct the lists, and to observe the various duties
pointed out to him by the Ordinance.

Cuapter IV.

On the Maintenance ofthe Apprenticed Labourers.

Wirs reference to the details required to’ give effect to the object of this chapter, we
request that the may beprovided by the Secretary of State, with our recommendation that
the apprentice shall be entitled to one-half acre of ground, with three hours per week to
cultivate the same, and not to have salt fish or other provisions ; or, half an acre of ground
with one hour and a half per week to cultivate the same, and three pounds of fish; and in
case of. not allowing either land or fish, the apprentice to be entitled to the quantity of pro-
visions now allowed by law.
We also recommend that the employer shall have the liberty of allotting the time to be

allowedto the apprentices for the cultivation of their grounds, either by any day ordays
in one week, or any number of days consecutively, at such period of the yearas the em loyer
may think proper, provided that not more than two consecutive days, or two days in one
week be allotted for that purpose.

In adverting to the subject of the medical care of apprentices, we think it will be neces-
sary that the employer should have the power of confining any apprentice in the hospital
during the time he is under medical treatment, provided that this is recommended by the
medical gentleman or the person in charge of the hospital.

Clothing as heretofore.
Cuaprer V.

On the Duties to be performedbythe Apprenticed Labourers, and the Penaltiesfor their
*  non-performance.

We entirely concur in the justice of the principle laid down in this chapter, but are of
opinion it may be carried into effect with more advantage to the interests of both the em.
ployer and the apprentice than has been therein suggested.
We respectfully submit that the wrong committed by the slave should in no case (in

which the welfare of society does not demand it) prove a source of grievance or loss to the
employer. The time of the apprentice, subject to certain limitations, is absolutely and bond
Jide the property of hisemployer. Every moment therefore abstracted from the time allotted
to him by the Act of Parliament, whether by maronage, imprisonment, detention at the
police establishment or otherwise, is so much positive and actual loss to the employer.
The object of this chapter is to punish the apprentice for his delinquencies; hut if this

proceeding involves an inconvenience or loss to the employer, the punishment of the appren-
tice, although an act of merited justice towards him, becomes one of unmerited hardship
towards the employer.
To remedy so great a defect, we therefore recommend, that in every case in which the

principle can be made applicable, whether the offence be comprehended under the character
of desertion, vagabondage or maronage, that the special justices should have an accumula-
tive power to sentence and compel the apprentice to work in the service of his employer,
subject to the employer’s consent, at the rate of 15 hours in every week, until the period
of his sentence should expire. And in case an apprentice should refuse or neglect to labour,
or should not undergo his sentence, that the special justice, upon due proof, should be au-
thorized to sentence him to an extended period of hard labour on the settlement, and that
the whole time lost to the master by reason of the apprentice not undergoing his first sen-
tence, as well as the period of imprisonment for the second offence, should be made good
to the employer by the apprentice, by extending the duration of his apprenticeship; and so
toties quoties as he may repeat offences under similar circumstances.

These observations apply equally to sections 7, 8,9, 10, 11 and 12.
We farther recommend, that in all cases of conviction of female apprentices, solita

confinement should be substituted for the stocks ; andin the event ofany disturbance, breac
of the peace, or other serious offence being committed on any estate, the employer to have
the power of arresting and confining the offender in some piace of confinement, previously
to be approved ofand set apart for such purpose by the special justice, where the offender
is to be kept until taken before the special justice, which must be in 24 hours, unless a
Sunday intervenes.
We recommend that a power should be given to the special justice, with the consent of

the employer, to select out of the apprentices of good conduct and character one or more to
act as constables on the estate.
The remaining clauses of this chapter approved.

Cuarter VI.
On the Duties to be performed by the Employers towards their Apprenticed Labourers, and

the Penaltiesfor their non-performance.
THE provisions made by His Majesty’s Ministers under this head in the draft outline,

seem tous generally well calculated to promote the objects ofthe Act of Parliament. Ww.
e
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We perceive that the penalties for the non-performance of the several duties directed to
be performed by this chapter, are made to fall only upon the employer.
We presume that it is the intention of His Majesty’s Government, in the legislative

enactments to be framed upon this draft, to extend those penalties to managers and all other
rsons in authority, over any apprenticed labourer.
This addition might, with great propriety, be made throughout the whole chapter, with

the exception of that section whichdirects, that upon the conviction of any employer for
cruelty, the labourer be discharged from his apprenticeship.

If it is intended that by reason of any cruelty inflicted on an apprentice by a manager,
or other person in authority, over such apprentice, the employer or person beneficially entitled
to the services of such apprentice, should be liable to be deprived of those services.
The unmerited injury that the malice of any manager might thus inflict upon his employer

is so apparent, that we trust, that in the Order in Council to be framed, His Majesty’s
Ministers will shield the employer from the possible loss he might thus sustain from the
revenge of a disappointed or malicious servant.

In addition to these remarks, we are of opinion that the provisions of the Order in Council
ofNovember 1831, regarding marriage and religious instruction, should, mutatis mutandis,
form part of the new code. ;
We approve the other suggestions contained in this chapter.

Cuapter VII,

On Offences which may be committed by the Apprenticed Labourer against the State, and the
Punishmentofsuch Offences.

Tue enactments proposed in this chapter will, we think, be sufficient to counteract the
various dangers to which society will be exposed under the new relations about to be
established.
We beg leave, however, to offer the following suggestions upon a few of its sections:
In section 3, the labourer is prohibited from residing beyond the limits of the district, in

which he may be resident, unless either by the authority of his employer, or with the consent
in writing of the special justice.
We do not consider that the special justice ought to have any power to interfere between

employer and apprentice as to place of residence. The home of the employer (viz. his
plantation), should be the residence of the apprentice.
We are therefore of opinion, and recommend that the word plantation should be substi-

tuted for district in this‘section, and that no interference should be permitted on the part of
the special justice as to the place of residence of the apprentice.

In the next section, the apprentice is permitted to go beyond the limits of the district
without a pass, provided he is on his way to or from market, or to or from some place of
worship.

Unless thisprivilege be limited to market days, Sundays and festivals, we are of opinion ~
that it may prove a source of continuous and unjust grievance to the employer, as the
Protestant apprentices (particularly in the neighbourhood of town) might absent themselves
from their labours on Wednesdays and Fridays in each week, and during the whole of Passion
Week, on the pretext of going to church. Indeed the Roman Catholic, by far the most
numerous class of apprentices, might urge this excuse daily.
We are therefore of opinion and recommend, that this privilege should be limited to

Saturday (our established market day), and to Sundays and the four great festivals ; viz.
New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Corpus Christi and Christmas Day.

In Trinidad, where Crown and other lands are so abundant, and the soil is so fertile, it
becomes the especial duty of the Legislature to prevent apprentices from establishing them-
selves in distinct communities, by abstracting themselves from the ordinary services of their
employers. ; ;

_ The inducements to the apprentice to withhold his services from his employers, whether
arising from feelings of revenge, obstinacy, indolence or otherwise, are so manifold and
manifest, that legislation cannot be too circumspectly or too strictly observed, upon a point
of such vital importance to the well-being of our social system.
We would therefore suggest, that in cases such as are contemplated in sect. 6, that the

habitations of the Maroons, and every description of cultivation, should be destroyed, and
that if the Maroons should be found in arms and resisting the King’s authority, that a severe
and exemplary punishment should be provided.

In section 24, we do not consider alternative punishments equivalent.
We are of opinion that if the penalty be continued to fifty pounds (to which we do not

object), that the imprisonment shouldbe imprisonment not exceeding six months, and with
or without hard labour.
We would also recommend that persons harbouring apprentices, or removing them from

one district to another, without the consent in writing of the special justice or employer,
should be liable to a penalty, to be recovered in a summary manner before any special
Justice, not exceeding twenty pounds sterling.

Tn concluding our remarks upon this chapter, we beg leave to observe, that in all cases
of punishments to be awarded under the provisions of this order, we crave the attention of
His Majesty’s Ministers to our observations upon Chapter V.
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Cuarter VIII.

On the Dissolution of the Apprenticeship by Contract or Appointment.

We fully concur in the enactments proposed to be made by His Majesty’s Government in

this chapter.
Cuarrter IX.

On the Removal ofpredial Apprenticed Labourersfrom one Plantation to another.

Tues enactments claim our fullest approbation.

Cuarter X.

On the Apprenticeship of Children.

We also approve ofthe enactments proposed in this chapter.

Cuarter XJ,

On the Alienation ofSale, Inheritance or Will ofthe Services of Apprenticed Labourers,

We concur in the suggestions contained in this chapter.

Cuarter XII.

On the Relation in which the Apprenticed Labourers will stand towards the State.

We concur generally in the correctness of the observations made upon this chapter.
We beg leave, however, to recommend, that the apprentices should not be allowed to own,

hold or retain fire-arms, or military weapons of any kind, or gunpowder or other ammunition,
unless with the permission of the employer or the special justice; and that all such articles
may be seized by the special justice or employer, where such permission shall not have been
given. And also that apprentices may be capable of being appointed and of serving as
constables, as recommended in Chapter V.

This document is respectfully submitted to the Right honourable E.G. Stanley, His
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, by the Lieutenant-Governor of Trinidad, and
the Council of Government, as their unanimous Report upon the important measures sub-
mitted to them for consideration.

(signed) G. F. Hill. Henry Murray.
Geo. Scotland. Joseph Peschier.
Philip D. Souper, Colonial Sec. Robert Neilson.
Stephen Rothery, Attorney Gen. Henry Fuller.
George Ford, Treasurer. Thomas Roxburgh.

Trinidad, Henry Gloster, Protector of Slaves. Edward Jackson.
6 April 1834. J. G. Rochford, Acting Collector of Customs.
 

— No. 294.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street,. 24th May 1834.
I wave received your Despatch of the 6th April, enclosing the Report of the

Council of Government, on the Model Draft transmitted to you with my Despatch
of the 19th of.October.

Having deferred the preparation of the Order in Council for the Colony of
Trinidad, in the expectation of receiving this Report, I shall only be able to complete
that instrument in time to forward it to you by the ensuing packet. I feel it due to
the Council of Government to apprize you to what extent I have felt myselfjustified
in acquiescing in the suggestions which are thrown out in the Report; and I am
the more willing to adopt this course, as it will afford to the Council and your-

self, an earlier opportunity of considering and commencing the necessary preliminary
measures.
The interleaved copy of the Model Draft which accompanies this Despatch,

will place you in possession of the modifications which in compliance with the

Report I am prepared to recommend to be introduced into the Order in Council.
You will perceive that the intended alterations in the first chapter will admit of

your establishing district divisions and police settlements in the manner proposed in
the Report.
As far as the imperfections of the maps with which I am supplied enable me to

judge, these divisions appear to be judiciously arranged and to meet the peculiar

local difficulties of the Colony. th
ah e
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The Eastern District contains so small a number of apprentices, and those so
widely separated, that I am disposed to think it advisable that this district should
be confided to such voluntary special justices as you may be enabled to select,
subject to visitation and inspection by one or more of the stipendiary justices.
With a view to enable you to confine the police settlement of this district within

the narrowest limits, I have reduced the minimum number of policemen at each
settlement, from ten to five, but this reduction will, of course, not prevent you from
fixing upon a larger number for that or any other police settlement.
The Report strongly urges the appointment of a chief special magistrate for the

Northern Division of the Colony, comprising the first three districts; and an inspec-
tor or deputy, for the Southern Division, comprising the two other districts. If,
upon further consideration, the Council of Government should remain of this
opinion, I am disposed to acquiesce in the arrangement: and with this view I have
proposed to introduce into chapter 2, clauses which will admit of that object
being accomplished.

If this plan should ultimately be decided on, it will be necessary for you to select
for these offices, two of the stipendiary magistrates; and as they will be subject to
a greater degree of responsibility, and possibly of labour, than would result from
their ordinary duties, I shall not object to their receiving from the revenues of the
Colony a moderate remuneration, not to exceed 200/., sterling for the chief special
magistrate, and 150/. for the assistant, in addition to the discharge of the extra ex-
penses which may thus be incurred by them. These salaries must however be
granted to them, and to their successors, in case of vacancy, for the whole duration
of the apprenticeship.

The Report notices an inconsistency in the penalties mentioned in the 18th and
- 1gth sections of the second chapter. This accidental error I have corrected ; and in
both sections I propose to empower the special justice to adjudge corporal punish-
ment, in order that the employer may not unnecessarily be deprived of the labour of
his apprentice.
The forms referred to in the Model Draft will be transmitted with the Order in

Council.
As regards chapter 10 which is to comprize the regulations for the maintenance

of the apprenticed labourer, I have to make the following observations.
The Order in Council of 2d November 1831 established in Trinidad allowances

of food, &c. taken from the jail allowances, settled by an Act of the Jamaica Legis-
lature. By the order of the 6th November 1832 the Governor was authorized to
substitute for that scale, any other which might be better adapted to the state of the
Colony. Sir Lewis Grant accordingly issued-a proclamation on the subject, dated
5th January 1833, establishing a new scale of allowances. These were in force in
the Colony, and had the authority of Jaw there, on the 28th of August last, when
the Slavery Abolition Act was passed. By the 11th section of that Act, the
employer pf every labourer was required to supply him.with such food, clothing
and other allowances ‘“‘as by any law now in force in the Colony to which such
apprenticed labourer may belong, an owner is required to supply to and for any
slave, being of the same age and sex as such apprenticed labourers shall be.” I
think it clear therefore that Sir Lewis Grant’s scale of food must, during the ap-
prenticeship, continue in force in Trinidad. Upon the subject of these allowances
therefore it appears to me, thut neither the local Legislature of Trinidad, nor His
Majesty’s Government have the power, even if it were desirable to exercise it, of
diminishing the food and other allowances to which the slave was entitled, under the
combined effect of the Orders in Council of November 1831 and November 1832,
and the proclamation to which I have adverted.

_ As respects those praedial apprenticed labourers who may be maintained by pro-
vision grounds, I propose that they should be allowed for their cultivation, 26 days
of nine hours each, out of the annual time, after the rate of 45 hours per week,
during which they are bound by the Act for the Abolition of Slavery to work for
their employers, ‘The rules as to the apportionment of this time, I shall leave to the
discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor and Council of Government.
As regards non-praedial apprenticed labourers, it is intended that they should, in

all cases, be supported by an allowance of provisions.
Upon this part of the subject, the Report suggests that the employer should have

the power of confining any apprentice in the hospital during the time he is under
medical treatment, provided that this is recommended by the medical gentleman or
person in charge of the hospital. I am disposed to approve of this suggestion,
which I observe has also occurred to the Legislature of British Guiana.
278.—II. Upon
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TRINIDAD. Upon the 5th chapter, the Council urge very forcibly the loss which the em-
—_ ployer will sustain by the imprisonment of the apprentice; and it is suggested that

the time of which the employer will thus be deprived, should be made good by a
prolongation of the apprenticeship. It is evident however that such prolongation
cannot lawfully be enacted by the local Legislature to which the Slavery Abolition
Act applies, except in the particular case mentioned in section 20 of that Act.
The appointment of apprentices as constables, suggested by the Council, will be

provided for by the additional clause to that effect, introduced into chapter 1. These
constables, however, must, in the performance of their duties, act under the direction
of the special justice, and not under that of the proprietor.
As respects chapter 6, you will perceive that by a very slight verbal alteration of

the 13th and 14th clauses of that chapter, the observations which the Council have
made upon the necessity of distinguishing the manager from the employer, in cases
of cruelty, have been attended to.
In reference to this chapter, the Council propose that the provisions of the Order

in Council of November 1831 regarding marriage and religious instruction, should,
mutatis mutandis, form part of the new code. It appears to me, however, that ag
the apprenticed labourer will have all the rights of a free person, subject only to the
obligations incidental to apprenticeship, it is unnecessary to legislate specially for’
them on these points,
The additional restrictions which the Council in their observations on chapter 7

suggest, as proper to be imposed upon the apprenticed labourers, demand the follow.
ing remarks ; .
The Council propose to authorize the apprentices to exercise the right of

attending public worship only on Sundays, and on four specified festivals. It is to
be remembered however, that in many societies of christians dissenting from the
Church of England, it is required by the established discipline or practice, that
their members should meet together for devotional exercises on the week-days,
To interdict such observances to those who might wish to follow them, would,I
think, be at variance with the policy and principles by which Parliament was guided
in passing the Slavery Abolition Act.
The Council moreover propose to permit the apprenticed Jabourer to exercise the

right of attending markets on Saturdays only. So far from approving this additional
restriction, I have, upon more mature consideration, arrived at the conviction that
the provision, even as originally framed, requires to be modified so as to afford the
preedial apprenticed labourer a greater degree of liberty during those hours which
are not to be devoted to his employer, and with this view I have proposed a con-
siderable alteration in clause 4, chapter 7.

Whilst upon this branch of the subject, I must observe that I feel justified in
adopting the views of the Council so far as to oblige predial apprenticed labourers
to reside upon the plantations to which they belong.

Having regard, on the one hand, to the importance of fixing the negro to a
specified domicile, during the apprenticeship, and, on the other hand, to the pro-
visions in the Slavery Abolition Act requiring the employer to supply the appren-
ticed labourer with lodging, medical attendance, and with provision grounds within
a limited distance of such lodgings, I am satisfied that this restriction is expedient,
and that it is not inconsistent with the intentions of Parliament.

Having thus noticed all the principal points contained in your Report, I wish to
call your attention to the proposed modifications in chapter 1 and chapter 5 of the
Model Draft, by which many of the details of this important measure are left to
the decision of the Council of Government and yourself.

T feel justified in adopting this course, not only on account of the almost insuper-
able difficulty of definitively settling such details, without being actually on the spot,
but also because I am satisfied that the Council of Government, and its individual
members (amongst whom I must not omit to include Mr. Burnley) are prepared to
address themselves to the consideration of these subjects, with a full sense of their
importance, in a spirit of justice towards the apprenticed labourers, and with a
sincere desire to carry into execution the measures incidental to the Abolition of
Slavery, in the manner most likely to ensure the general prosperity of the community
of Trinidad.

I have, &c.

(signed) ££. G. Stanley.
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TRINIDAD.
—No. 295.— —_—

No. 295.
Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to

Lieutenant-Governor Sir Geo. F. Hill, Bart.
Sir, Downing-street, 7th June 1834. 2,

IN the unavoidable absence of Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, I have the honour to es,
transmit to you an order which has been passed by His Majesty in Council “for 4 &4
giving effect in the Island of Trinidad, to the stat. 3 & 4 Will. Iv. c. 73, for the
Abolition of Slavery.” I have, &c.

(signed) C.J. Lefevre.

   

 

—No. 296.— a No. 296.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Geo. F. Hill, Bart.
to Mr.Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, 20th July 1834.
TO guard aguinst a strike from work by the negroes on the 1st of August, which

has been apprehended on many estates, I have deemed it expedient to explain by
proclamation in English, French and Spanish, somewhat in detail, their duties
and their employers’ duties respectively towards each other; in truth, what was
then to be their real situation. ,

I enclose copies of those documents, together with a copy of the letter of
instruction to the commandants, to whom they were transmitted.

Considering the moment to be propitious to invite the numerous runaways to
return to their duty, I proposed to the Council of Government to pass an ordinance
to secure from punishment those who might voluntarily surrender themselves. That
measure has been adopted, and I have the honour to enclose the ordinance passed
to give it effect for His Majesty’s approval.

I also enclose copies of a proclamation which I issued, grounded upon that
ordinance, in order to afford to the runaways ample notoriety and assurance that
they should be exempt from punishment on surrendering themselves.

T have, &c.

(signed) Geo. F. Hill.

 

 

Enclosures in No. 296. Enclosures in
No. 296.

Trinidad. No.1.

(u. 8.) By His Excellency the Right honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill,
G. F. Hill. Baronet, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &c. &e. ic.

A PROCLAMATION.

His Majesty the King, the Lords and the Commons, in the British Parlisment assembled,
have determined that slavery shall be abolished throughout the British Colonies, on, from
and after the 1st of August 1834.
Those who are in the state of slavery must in the mean time distinctly understand, and

by careful explanation be made to know, that the abolition of slavery does not discharge
them from all kind of labour, or from the performance of work and duties to those who are
to be their employers, and that they are not to quit the estates of their present masters,
who are to become their employers, without permission, except to go to church or market
as by law allowed.
To prevent ignorance or misapprehension of the new state in which the slaves are soon

to be placed, and the evil consequences that might arise therefrom, it is necessary, in justice
to themselves, that they should be accurately informed of the terms and conditions ‘of the
law by which the King and his Parliament have abolished slavery.
, Therefore be it known, That on and after the 1st of August 1834, all those who now are
ina state of slavery are to become and be called Apprenticed Labourers, with the following
rights and privileges secured to them.

hose who have been heretofore slaves for life, usually employed in agriculture or in the
manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise upon lands and registered as predial appren-
tices, are to serve their employers six years as apprentices, and then to be entirely free,During these six years, however, they are only to work 45 hours in each week for their
empiogeres with food, clothing, medicine and hospital care as heretofore. -

27 sun de
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If the employers require their apprentices to work during more hours than are herein
specified, they must pay them for it upon bargain to be made. The extra hours beyond
45 in the week belong to the apprentices, which they may employ for their own benefit and
profit.
The apprentices are not to be punished by their employers or managers, nor otherwise

than by the decision of magistrates whom the King has ordered the Governor to commis-
sion, and some of whom His Majesty has sent here expressly from England to reside in the
different districts of this Colony, with full authority and power to make the employers do
justice to the apprentices, and to make the apprentices perform their work and duty to their
employers.

hese magistrates will hear all complaints of employers against apprentices, and of
apprentices against employers; and these magistrates have alone the authority to punish,
hey will explain and secure to the apprentices all the rights, privileges and advantages the

law has provided for them; and under the power and protection of the Governor and those
magistrates, the apprentices may, by quiet and obedient conduct, ensure to themselves an
easy and a happy time. But since His Majesty has been so indulgent to those who were
until now slaves for life, he justly expects good conduct, submission and contentment from
them as apprentices; and although he has appointed special magistrates on purpose to
protect the apprentices, yet these magistrates are at the same time ordered to do justice to

the employers, and in particular to punish those apprentices who neglect or imperfectly
perform their work, who are guilty of insolence or insubordination, or who quit or run
away from the service of their employers.
Those slaves, such as domestics, who have not before the 28th of August 1892, worked

in the field or on lands or estates, are called non-preedial, and are to serve their employers

as at present required, for only four years from the 1st of August 1834.
All children who shall be on the ist of August 1834, under sixyears of age, shall be

absolutely and entirely free; and those also who shall be born after that day, to be main-

tained at the expense of their parents, or to be apprenticed in case of inability on the part
of the parents to support them; and measures are to be adopted to afford suificient instruc.
tion toa those whose condition is thus to be changed, to fitly qualify them for the enjoy-.
ment of it,

Having thus described and proclaimed what is to be the improved situation of those
who are to become apprenticed labourers compared with their former state of slavery, it
now only remains to exhort them in the name of their King, and in the words of His Royal
Proclamation given out in this Colony on the 11th of October last, to yield due obedience
to this law, for His Majesty doth make known and declare his settled purpose and resolve
to enforce obedience thereto by all the powers and authority in him vested, and to prevent,
and if necessary to repress and punish all contraventions of the said law.

Given under my hand and the great seal of the Island, at Government-House, in the
Town of Port of Spain, this 11th day of July 1834.

By His Excellency’s command,
Philip D. Souper, Colonial Secretary.
 

(Cireular.) No. 2,
Sir, Government House, 12th July 1894.

I wave deemed it important to explain by proclamation to the slave population, the
nature of the new state in which they will be placed on the 1st of August next, as con-
trasted with what has been their state of slavery.

I send you copies of my proclamation in English, French and Spanish. I most

urgently request you to have the particulars of this proclamation explained and made known
to every slave within your quarter. Let owners or managers have copies, and let dud care

be taken to divest the minds of the slaves from any erroneous impressions or misapprehen-
sion of the operation of the Abolition Slavery Act they may have imbibed.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

To the Commandant of Your obedient Servant,

The Quarter of (signed) G. F. Hill.
 

Trinidad. No. 3.

AN ORDINANCE enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor of Trinidad, with the advice and

consent of the Council of Government thereof, to induce Runaway Slaves to return
to their Owners or Employers on or before the 31st day ofJuly instant, and to relieve
them from punishment.

(us.) G. F. Hill. .

Wnenrzas there are many runaway slaves who are now absent from the service of their

masters; and, for the purpose of inducing such runaway slaves to return to their masters,

it is expedient that all such runaways who may voluntarily return to the service of their

respective masters before the ist day of August next, should be relieved and discharged

from all punishment for or on account of their having so absented themselves as aforesaid:

Now, therefore, be it enacted by his Excellency the Right honourable Sir GeorgeFitzgerald
Hill, baronet, colonel of the Londonderry re iment of militia, Lieutenant-Governor and

Commander-in-Chief in and over the eaid Island and its dependencies, by and with the
advice
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advice and consent of the Council of Government thereof, and by the authority of the
same, That from and after the promulgation of this ordinance, it shall not be lawful for
any master or employer or other person having authority over any slave in this Colony who
js now @ runaway or absent from the service of his or her master or employer or other person
having authority over him or her, to inflict any punishment on such slave by reason of, or
by way of punishment for such his or her ranning away or absence from the service of his
or her master or employer or other person aforesaid: Provided such slave shall, of his or
her own free will and without compulsion, return to the estate or plantation to which he
or she may belong, or to the house or residence of such his or her master, employer or other
erson aforesaid, and shall deliver himself or herself up, and place himself or herself under

the direction or control of such his or her master or employer or other person having
authority over him or her as aforesaid, at any time on pr before the gist day of July now
instant.

Passed in Council this 10th day of July 1834.
Philip D. Souper, Colonial Secretary.

 

Trinidad. No. 4.

(1. 8.) By His Excellency the Right honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill,
G. F. Hill. Baronet, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &c. &c, &c,

A PROCLAMATION.

Wuereas it hath been represented to me that some of the slaves of this Island have
absconded from their master’s service, and are now idling through the country:
And whereas His Majesty has been graciously pleased to declare by and with the advice

and consent of Parliament, that slavery shall cease and determine on the 1st of August
next, and that all those who are now slaves should on and after that day become apprenticed
labourers for a limited period, with advantages not heretofore enjoyed by slaves:
And whereas many of such runaway slaves may be desirous of returning to their duty,

and availing themselves of the advantages thus offered, but may be deterred from so doing
by fear of punishment:
Now therefore, I the said Lieutenant-Governor do hereby proclaim, promise and declare,

That all those runaway slaves who shall present themselves at the Protector’s Office,
Government House, shall receive a free pardon and a pass to return to their respective
masters, or who shall return direct to their respective masters without coming to Govern-
ment House, before the 1st of August next, shall be pardoned for having so absconded,
and shall not receive any punishment whatever on account thereof.
And whereas it has been reported to me that many runaway slaves have been encouraged

to quit their masters’ service, and are harboured and em voyed in various districts of this
Colony ; Be it therefore known, That any person who shall after this Proclamation harbour,
conceal or employ any runaway slave, such person shall most assuredly be prosecuted with
the utmost rigour of the law. And I do hereby promise a suitable reward for such informa-
tion as shall Jead to the detection and conviction of any such offender.

Given under my hand and the great seal of the Island at Government House, in the
Town of Port of Spain, this 12th day of July 1834.

By His Excellency’s Command,

Philip D. Souper, Colonial Secretary.

 

—-No. 297,—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Geo. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 5th September 1834.
I nave received and laid before the King, your Despatch of the 2oth of July

last.
I have the honour to convey to you His Majesty’s approval of the proclamation

you have issued, explanatory of the respective duties of the apprenticed negroes
and their employers.

His Majesty has also been graciously pleased to approve of the ordinance which
has passed the Council of Government of Trinidad, and the Proclamation which
you issued thereupon, inviting the numerous runaways to return to their duty,
and securing those from punishment who might voluntarily surrender themselves.

I have, &c.

(signed) 7. Spring Rice.
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—No. 298.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Geo. F. Hill, Bart,
. to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, 20th July 1834,
I save had the honour to receive through Mr. Lefevre, some copies of the

Order of His Majesty in Council of 5th June 1834, for carrying into effect the
Act for the Abolition of Slavery.

I am now engaged with the Council of Government in making the necessary
preparations for giving effect to the details of that Order in Council, so far as their
co-operation is required.

I have to regret the non-arrival up to the present moment of any of the special
justices. .

There is an indispensable necessity to secure the due execution of the Act for
the Abolition of Slavery and of the Order in Council of the 5th of June, which
could not be effected but under the authority of special justices, who ought to be
located in their respective districts before the 1st of August, on which day their
jurisdiction commences operation. I have therefore consulted with the Council of
Government as to the steps I ought to take, and in pursuance of the advice of that
board, it is my intention to appoint a large number of unpaid special justices, under
the 14th clause of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery.

In addition to the present commandants of quarters and their adjoints, I shall
select the most respectable persons in the several quarters for this commission.

I trust that these appointments to carry the new system into effect will not dis-
satisfy the negroes, but the arrival of the magistrates from home, should they
yet arrive in time to superintend its commencement, will be of the greatest import-
ance, as I shall have infinite difficulty in accounting to the negroes for the absence
of the officers whom they have been taught to expect would be sent from England
by His Majesty expressly to see justice done. - Thave, &e.

(signed) Geo. F. Hill.
 

-—— No. 299. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir Geo. F. Hill, Bart.
to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefeore.

Sir, Trinidad, 24 July 1834.
THE special justices for carrying into effect the provisions of the Act for the

Abolition of Slavery, and Order in Council of 5 June 1834, not having arrived at
this Colony, I have made the best arrangements that my judgment suggested to
me for carrying those enactments into effect, without the immediate aid of the
special justices from home.

In the report of the Governor and Council of Government upon the model
Guiana ordinance, transmitted in my Despatch of 6th April, it was recommended
that Trinidad should be divided into five districts, and that there should be nine
police stations, with one special justice at each station. ;

_ Upon re-consideration, however, it has been deemed essentially necessary to
divide the Island into nine districts, which has accordingly been done by procla-
mation, of which I have the honour to inclose a copy.

In each of the eight country districts I have selected the most respectable inha-
bitants residing in a central situation, to be the acting superintendent special justice
until the arrival of the functionaries from England. Under these eight gentlemen
I have appointed 92 special justices.
One other acting superintendent special justice and a due proportion of special

justices have been appointed for the Port of Spain district.
This large number of special justices is required on account of the extent of the

Island, and the necessity of dividing the duty as much as possible, so that no gen-
tleman should be called upon for an unreasonable sacrifice of the time usually
devoted to his own avocations. -

I transmit a copy of the letter of instruction addressed to the acting superin-
tendingspecial justices, to the special justices and to commandants of quarters.
The form of commission adopted was that of which I had the honour to trans-

mit a copv ia my Despatch of the 20th instant.
You shall have a detailed report by the next packet of all proceedings here at

this important crisis,
I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill,
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(L. 8+) By His Excellency the Right hon. Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Baronet,
G. F. Hill. Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &c. &c. &c.

A PROCLAMATION.

Wuereas by the Order of His Majesty in Council, bearing date the 5th day of June,
1834, it is amongst other things provided, that the Colony of Trinidad should be divided
jnto judicial districts, and that the Lieutenant-Governor should by proclamation define the
limits of such districts: Now, therefore, I do hereby order and proclaim as follows; that is
to say, That for the purposes of the said Order of His Majesty in Council, the Island of
Trinidad shall be divided into nine judicial districts:
That the first district shall be called the Port of Spain District, and shall comprise the

town of Port of Spain, and the quarters of St. Ann’s, Maraval, Mucurapo, and Tragarete:
That the second district shall be called the Western District, and comprise the quarters

of Diego Martin, Carenage, and Cuesa, Chaguaramas and Bocas:
That the third district shall be called the St. Joseph’s District, and comprise the quarters

of La Ventille, Cimaronero, Aricagua, the town of San Juan, the quarters of Santa Cruz,
Las Cuevas and Maracas, Maracas Valley, St. Joseph, and the town of St. Joseph:
That the fourth district shall be called the Tacarigua District, and shall comprise the

uarters of Caroni, Tacarigua, and Arauca, Guanapo, Oropouche and Aripo:
That the fifth district shall be called the Eastern District, and comprise the quarters of

Eastern Coast, Toco, Mayaro and Guayaguayare:
That the sixth district shall be called the Carapachaima District, and comprise the quarters

of Chaguanas, Carapachaima, Savanetta:
That the seventh district shall be called the District of North Naparima, and comprise the

quarters of Point-a-Pierre, North Naparima, Savana Grande, the town of San Fernando,
and the quarter of Moruga:
That the eighth district shall be called the South Naparima District, and comprise the

quarters of South Naparima and Oropuche :
That the ninth district shall be called the Southern District, and comprise the quarters of

La Brea, Guapo, Irois, Cedros, Hicacos and Erin.

Given under my hand and the great seal of the Island, at Government House, in the
town of Port of Spain, this 22d day of July 1834.

By his Excellency’s command,

 

Philip D. Souper,
Colonial Secretary.

No. 2.
Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 22 July 1834.

Tam directed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to forward to you your com-
mission as acting superintending special justice of the district; at the same time
I also enclose a copy of his Excellency’s proclamation, dated this day, from which you will
learn the limits of the district placed under your superintendence, and a copy of the Order
in Council of the 5th of June 1834, by which you will be apprized of the general nature of
the duties of the office to which you have been appointed.
His Excellency has also directed me to forward to you the commissions of the several

special justices who have been appointed in your district, and the letter of instructions to
them, a copy of which you will also find enclosed. It is his Excellency’s desire that you
should forthwith deliver these commissions to the several special justices, at the same time
administering to them the oath, of which a form is also forwarded.
A letter has been addressed by his Excellency’s directions, to the several commandants

of the quarters comprised in the district placed under your superintendence, of which a copy
is herewith enclosed. It.is his Excellency’s request and direction, that you will proceed to
swear in as constables as many of the persons mentionsd in the lists, which will be fur-
nished to you by the commandants as you may think necessary and proper to enable the
special justices to carry into effect the laws respecting apprenticed labourers, with a due
regard to the peace and tranquillity of the community.
The form of oath to be administered to them willbe in the form herewith enclosed.
You are also requested to cause proper information to be given you respecting the places

of confinement now existing within the district placed under your superintendence, and to
license such places of safe custody and correction, situated at convenient distances therein
as you may think needful, observing that no such license is to be given without a medical
certificate of its being a proper and wholesome place for the purpose required.

 

To acting superintending Special Justice I have, &c.
for District. (signed) Philip D. Souper,

Col! Secy.
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No. 3.

Circular to Special Justice.
Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 22 July 1834.

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor has directed me to forward to you, through the
acting superintendent special justice of the —— district, a commission, appointing you
a special justice of that district, together with a copy of the proclamation’ by which the
limits of the several districts are determined, and of the Order of His Majesty in Council, .
of the 5th June 1834, by which the general nature of your duties, as a special justice, are

 

specified and defined. I have, &c.

(signed) P.D.Souper,
Col! Secy,

(Circular.) No.4.

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 22 July 1834.
I am directed by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you will, with-

out delay, make out a list of every individual in the quarter of —— who may be fit and
competent to perform the duties of constables, after the 1st of August, and to include
therein such of the slaves who will on that day become apprentices, as may be specially
recommended by their employers as_ intelligent and trustworthy subjects, likely to render
themselves useful in that capacity. And his Excellency has further directed me to request
that this list may be forwarded, as speedily as possible, to Mr. who has been appointed
by his Excellency, the acting superintendent special justice in the - district, in which
the quarter of is comprised.
You will be pleased to understand that the appointment of these constables is not in-

tended to supersede the regular police force to be appointed by his Excellency, but that
their duty will be to obey the orders of the special justices (who are to carry the provisions
of the Order in Council relating to apprenticed labourers into effect,) in the neighbourhood
of the several estates in which these constables may be resident,

, T have, &e.

To the Commandant of—— (signed) P.D.Souper,
The Quarter of—— Col! Secy,

 

 

 

 

— No. 300. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 5 Sept. 1834.

I Have had under my consideration your Letter of the 24th of July last, ad-
dressed to Mr. Lefevre, and your Despatch of the 2oth of July, and I feel every

disposition to place confidence in the arrangements which your local knowledge has
induced you to make, for carrying into effect the provisions of the Act for the
Abolition of Slavery, in consequence of the stipendiary magistrates not having
arrived in the Colony.

I trust that proper care has been taken in the selection of the 92 magistrates who
have been appointed to perform their duties in their absence, as well as in the

superintendence to be exercised by yourself over their proceedings, to prevent any
evil effects arising from local bias or personal interest.
As the whole number of special magistrates for Trinidad have been some time

since appointed, I trust that they will have arrived and entered on their duties
shortly after the date of your Despatch. Ihave, &c. -

(signed) T. Spring Rice.

 

—No. 301. —

Corr of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart., to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, 7 August 1834.

I avarx myself of the opportunity afforded this day by the departure for Eng-

land of a merchant ship, to report to you the occurrences that have taken place in

this Colony since the 1st of August.
A strike from work on many of the estates having been expected, I issued a pro-

clamation on the 11th July, explaining to the apprentices the principal featuresor
the
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the change that was about to be made in their condition, of which proclamation I
had the honour to transmit copies to you in my Despatch of the 2oth ultimo.

Shortly after the promulgation ofthat proclamation, I visited in person that part
of the Island where the apprentices are most numerous; and I made similar expla-
nations to them in person, as reported in my Despatch of the goth ultimo.
From the spirit of discontent which I then witnessed, I saw that it was necessa

to take every precaution for preserving the peace of the country; and I did so by
completing the equipment in arms and accoutrements of the country militia, and
where there was no militia, by distributing arms to the respectable and well-dis-
osed inhabitants.
Up to the 31st of July, the apprentices universally remained steady at their

work; but large bodies of them left the estates on the night of that day, and flocked
into town, when they repaired to Government House, and awaited my arrivalin the
morning.

‘I lost no time in meeting them at Government House, and summoned
Mr. M‘Kenzie and Captain Hay (the latter of whom had’ that moment arrived
from England); and after presenting these gentlemen to the apprentices as being
sent by His Majesty to superintend the execution of the law, I again explained to
them in minute detail the nature of their actual situation, and exhorted them to
return to their respective properties.
The twospecial justices referred to, then addressed them to the same effect, but

they one and all refused positively to return to their work.
The whole day having thus been spent in explanation and exhortation, and

night being near at hand, the special justices next notified the crowd that they
were required to disperse ; but the signal directed by the Order in Council ofthe 5th
June 1834, cap. 7, sec. 1, having been made, and not the slightest attention paid to
it, the police proceeded to take some of the most prominent characters into custody,
and they were committed to prison. .
From the large numbers who remained in. the town, which numbers were con-

stantly increasing by fresh arrivals from the country, it was thought prudent to
establish strong guards of the militia in several parts of it.
The night passed off quietly; but on the following day hundreds of apprentices

again assembled before Government House.
The justices proceeded in the trial of those who had been apprehended the pre-

ceding day, and the police continued to arrest the most turbulent and noisy of those
who continued to congregate in the streets; but as these proceedings did not appear
to produce the slightest effect, and the day being again nearly spent, the justices
displayed the signal, and required the crowd to disperse, but without any attention
being paid to them.
The militia were directed to clear the streets, which was effected without acci-

dent.
The inhabitants becoming alarmed at the determination ‘evinced by the appren-

tices, and the total disregard by them of the requisitions and exhortations of the
constituted authorities, sent numerous and respectable deputations to me, imploring
that martial law might be proclaimed, as the only means of ensuring the security of
life and property, and of compelling the apprentices to return to their duty.

I assembled the Council of Government, laid before them the state of the country,
and the applications made to me for the proclamation of martial law. I found
several of the members deeply impressed with the absolute necessity of resorting to
that measure: others were opposed to it; and having announced my own determi-
nation under no present circumstances to have recourse to it, the Board were
unanimous in the necessity of applying to the commander of the forces at Bar-
badoes for a reinforcement to the garrison of 200 men, and to the senior naval
officer for a vessel of war.

It was also ceemed to be a necessary example, that some of the most refractory
apprentices who had persevered in exhibiting themselves prominently in the
tumultuous assemblages, and had been sentenced by the special justices to corporal
punishment, should receive it in the most public manner; in consequence, on
Tuesday, the 5th instant, twenty-three apprentices received from fiiteen to thirty-
hine stripes each in the public square.

This measure produced an immediate effect. The apprentices dispersed, and
many of them returned to the estates; and although several gangs subsequently
came into town, they immediately returned.

By theexertions of the special justices in the country, who had been appointed
278.—II. ry
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by me in the absence of the special justices from England, order has been partial]
restored in many of the districts; but several were, by the last accounts received,
still in a state of considerable insubordination; and although I not only hope, but
feel confident, that by steady perseverance the law will be found sufficient to restore
order, it is very perceptible that the negroes are sullen and discontented, and have
only returned to their work because they have found that they would be compelled
to do so.
They say they cannot comprehend that the King would call them “ free,” and

yet compel them to work for any portion of time for their former owners; that
they require no “apprenticeship,” knowing their business perfectly at present;
that if the King only intended to make them free at the expiration of six years,
he would have done much better to have said nothing about it until the expiration
of that time, and then to have declared them free at once.
They observed, that the slaves who had been condemned by the Gourt of Vice.

Admiralty, and who were not such good subjects as themselves, were freed uncon-
ditionally; and they also pointed out that the gang of Government negroes had
received a similar boon, and they could not comprehend why they were not to
enjoy a like advantage.

It is evident from all this that mischievous agency has been employed. These
arguments are used by the negroes in all parts of the Island, although there is but
little communication between different districts of it.
The utmost pains have been taken to explain the several circumstances which

they adduce in favour of their right or expectation of immediate freedom, and to
remove from their minds the error under which they labour.

In the formation of the police, to aid the special justices, I have employed a
considerable number of the disbanded men of the 3d West India regiment.

Captain Hay and Mr. M‘Kenzie are the only special justices who have arrived
from England.
The vessel which is to convey this Despatch is under weigh; I must therefore

apologize for the haste in which it is written.
I have, &c.

(signed) George F. Hill.

 

— No. 302. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieut.-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart., dated Downing-street, goth September 1834.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 7th of August, giving an account of the
events which have occurred in Trinidad subsequent to the 1st of that month.

T have laid your Despatch before the King, and am honoured by His Majesty’s
command to convey to you His Majesty’s entire approval of the firm yet prudent
course you have pursued in the exigency of affairs which has arisen within your
government. The precautionary measures adopted under your authority have been
such as the nature of the case pointed out as being the most expedient; and whilst
His Majesty deeply regrets that any symptoms of insubordination and refusals to
work should have manifested themselves, it is satisfactory to His Majesty to
perceive that the decisive steps taken by you to enforce the law, to repress
tumultuary meetings, and to punish delinquents, have been met by submission and
obedience.

His Majesty also is pleased to approve of your conduct with respect to the
applications made to you to proclaim martial law. At the period when that
application was made, it does not appear that any acts of open violence had been
committed; and whilst His Majesty is confident that you will not shrink from
applying the most vigorous means for enforcing obedience to the laws, and defend-
ing the lives and properties of. His Majesty’s subjects if endangered, yet it is right
that the resort to so extreme a remedy should be reserved for cases in which the
necessity of such a measure is unquestionable.
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—No. 303. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, gth August 1834.
In forwarding the duplicate of my Despatch of the 7th instant, I have the honour

to report that my intelligence this day from various quarters announces order to
have been restored on many of the estates; and although there are still some .
refractory gangs, I have no reason to doubt their being speedily induced to return to
their labour. Ihave, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill.
 

— No. 304.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Colonial Office, 10th October 1834.
I Haver to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the gth of August last;

and I have sincere gratification in perceiving that you were enabled to report the
restoration of order upon many estates, and your belief that the remaining refractory
gangs will be speedily induced to return to their labour.

T have, &c.
(signed) T. Spring Rice.
 

—No. 305. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart..
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, 14th August 1834.
I nave the satisfaction to report that the apprentices throughout the Island

with very few exceptions have returned to their work.
I feel assured that the civil power will be sufficient to preserve order.
I cannot avoid congratulating myself that I resisted the reiterated solicitations to

proclaim martial law ; a measure for the operation of which no defined provision is
made or in reality comprehended. Iam quite persuaded that scenes greatly to be
deplored would have been the consequence of my compliance.

_ In dispensing with the permanent duty of the first division of the militia at their
last parade, I addressed them in terms of approbation which they have well merited,
of which I enclose a copy. .
To guard against the events to be apprehended on and after the 1st of August

in the most populous part of the Island, and with which at this season there is no
communication from Port of Spain, but by water, I strengthened the important
post of San Fernando, and with the consent of Lieutenant-Colonel Hardy, who
commands the 19th regiment and the troops, I appointed Captain Burns of that
regiment to be the superintendingJustice of that district, with a local commission of
colonel, to give him rank and command over the officers of the country militia.

I nowtestify to you with pleasure and confidence the activity and judgment
which he displayed in the North Naparima, South Naparima and the southern
districts during the first days of this month, have contributed mainly to the speedy
suppression of disorder in that extensive and important part of this Colony.
With a view to ensure to the apprentices throughout the Island the benefit of the

superintendence of the two stipendiary justices who have arrived, I have divided the
Colony into two grand divisions, and have issued a commission to Captain Hay,
appointing him chief superintending special justice for the purposes expressed in
the 26th clause of the 2d chapter of the Order of His Majesty in Council of
5th June 1834, over districts comprising about one-half of the Island, those districts
and his duties being described in his commission; and I have issued a similar
commission to Mr. M‘Kenzie for the other half. .
With these and other arrangements I do not feel any apprehension of effectually

carrying into execution the laws and regulations applicable to the employers and
their apprentices until the other special justices should arrive.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

278.—II.

TRINIDAD,
oe,

No. 303.

No. 304.

No. 305.

737



738

TRINIDAD.

Enclosure in
Ne. 305-

No. 306.

- in the mode in which you have acted in respect to the negro population of Trinidad

204 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Enclosure in No, 305.
M. G. O.

Adjutant-General’s Office, 11th August 1834.
His Excellency the Right honourable Sir George Hill, Baronet, Governor and

Commander-in-Chief, after having reviewed the First Division of Militia Forcesyester-
day, in Marine-square, addressed them as follows :—

Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and Privates of the Cavalry, Artillery. Royals
and Loyals,

I appress you on this occasion with pleasure and with pride.
This gratifying field display of militia force naturally impels me, although briefly, to con-

trast its present state with that in which I found it when I assumed the Government of this
beautiful and interesting Island.

I made early inquiry, after my arrival, into the organization, discipline, and esprit du corps
existing amongst the several militia regiments, whic Proved such relaxation to be found in
these particulars as to require immediate remedy, and that this constitutional defence and
necessary arm of authority should be restored to its former efficiency. I sought and happily
acquired the confidence of many of the officers, and soon learnt that no want of loyalty to
the King, or zeal for the interest of the country, or of a gallant spirit to defend both, had
produced this regretted alteration in the militia.

Measures were successfully taken to remove erroneous inrpressions insidiously made, and
jealousies mischievously excited, which, with conciliatory explanation and advice carefull
given, have restored harmony and confidence, and produced this united phalanx of all castes
colours, and classes, in friendly and determined co-operation to secure the peace and defend
the law of the land.

Diligent parades were resumed, and discipline gradually restored, when a crisis arrived
to try the efficiency of these regiments I have now the honour to address, and the sincerity of
that kind feeling and mutual respect with which all classes had professed to intermix in the
service of their king and country,
Towards and during the first days of this month the tranquillity of the Colony was

threatened and alarm generally excited.
I was urged and strongly pressed to supersede the civil and resort to martial law. I

answered “No; I have ordered out the militia; they have with alacrity obeyed the call,
and by them I will preserve the authority of the civil magistrates and secure the peace.”
My friends, you have enabled me to fulfil that engagement. Your guards, picquets, and

patroles, with all their attendant duties, have been zealously performed, but with due obe-
dience to command and friendly co-operation with each other.

Your firm appearance, your soldier-like deportment, gave assurance of security to every
family in this metropolis of the Colony, and have fixed dismay deep in the heart of every
seditious agitator, of whom I hope, nay I believe, there are not many; but if they were ten-
fold in number, you have annihilated their power of doing mischief.

I delight further in stating, that not an act of insubordination or irregularity deserving
even a reprimand has been reported to me.

In the name of your Sovereign and of your country, I return you thanks for valuable
-ervices 80 admirably well performed.
For myself personally, [ assure you of my sincere gratitude. The cheerfulness with

which you have attended to all my orders since I have had the honour of governing in this
Colony has induced me to believe I possess your esteem and confidence.

I now offer to Colonel Bland, individually, the expression of my warm approbation of his
conduct, and of the high estimation in which I hold the service he has rendered as com-
mandant during the absence of General Peschier, who had been ordered to Carapichaima on
special duty.

I shall for the present dispense with your permanent duty, and direct that you may recur
to your monthly parades.

By command,
Henry Graham, Col., Dep. Adjt. Gen.

 

—No. 306.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice toLicutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 8th October 1834.
I nave received your Despatch of the 14th of August, and have submitted it to

the King.
~ Iam commanded by His Majesty to repeat to you his entire approbation of the
firm and judicious course which you have pursued under circumstances of a very
trying kind.

Cases too frequently arise in public affairs, in which measures prepared with care
and prudence, may, from unexpected and disturbing causes, fail in their practical
results, and may disappoint the full expectations of those who framed them. But

His
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His Majesty is gratified to perceive that you have acted on sound principles, and
that your measures appear to have been attended with the utmost success.
To adopt the extreme remedies of coercion, and punishment in every state of

things short of an extreme case of violence and of crime, is no less reprehensible

than it.is dangerous. A government in thus misapplying the means at its command,
by such ill-judged anticipation, deprives those ultimate powers and sanctions of

their full force and authority, when their application becomes absolutely necessary.
Your wise reluctance to proclaim martial law on the late occasion cannot lead to
the inference that you would hesitate in ‘resorting to the strongest measures, if
property and life were really endangered 3;a contingency, however, which from
our report of the state of Trinidad, His Majesty sees no reason to apprehend.
His Majesty has felt further gratification in being informed that the conduct of

the militia of the Island has given you satisfaction; and I have received His
Majesty’s gracious commands to direct you to communicate His approval to the
officers and men of that corps. You will not fail to persevere in those praise-
worthy exertions which His Majesty has already had occasion to notice, by which
the militia of Trinidad has been improved in discipline and in efficiency.
The arrangements made by you with respect to the military and magisterial

authorities, appear to His Majesty to have been judicious and practical, and are
such as to meet His Majesty’s approbation. His Majesty commands mefurther to
state, that he relies upon the exertions of all classes of his subjects in Trinidad, for
the purpose of carrying into full etlect the laws now in force, in respect to the
apprenticed labourers. ‘To make those laws effectual, care must be taken that the
mutual obligations created under their provisions, shall be strictly fulfilled; and
that whilst the labour of the apprentice is secured for the benefit of his employer,
so his rights must also be secured, and his legal claims must be attended to with the
strictest fidelity and justice. To ensure the faithful application of those principles,
the cordial and earnest co-operation of all classes is required; and His Majesty
feels confidence that you will not fail to secure such effectual co-operation, by all the
means within your power. I have, &e.

(signed) T. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 307.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, 26 August 1834.
I Have the honour and satisfaction of reporting to you the continued tranquillity

of this Colony. . .
With reference, however, to the dispositions of the apprentices, they exhibit, on

some estates, a sullen unwillingness to work, and perform their work slowly and
adly.
I expect, and doubt not, a change very shortly in this conduct, towards cheerful

compliance with their duty, for on many estates the tasks they have taken, in lieu
-of seven hours and a half labour, they complete before twelve o'clock, and hire
themselves to work for good wages during their spare hours. Nay, one instance
has been stated to me of an entire gang of apprentices of an estate, who, having
finished their task, adjourned to the adjoining estate to work the remainder of
ne day, where they got a better price for their work than their owner had offered
them.

The experience of money paid for spare time, will soon prove to them that the
explanations given to them of this advantage were correct, which they did not at
first credit, but of which the apprenticed population will soon generally avail
themselves.

Tn consequence of a proposition made, and a resolution passed in Council on the
23d of June last, in reference to the necessity of engaging and preparing a police
force, to be qualified to act on the 1st of August, and of which I enclose a copy,
Tam under the necessity of requesting to be instructed whether the whole or only
a part of this expense is to be borne by Great Britain.
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The police houses, the stipendiary justices’ residences, prisons and hospitals, will
occasion additional expense, which the Council seem to expect from the debates and
proceedings in Parliament, is to be made gocd to the Colony. ,
Whether to be supplied by the Mother Country or by the Colony, or in what

proportions, I trust I need not assure you that every attention to economy shall be
scrupulously observed. I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

Enclosure in No. 307.

Council of Government, 23 June 1834.
His Excellency brought under the consideration of the Board the subject of the new

olice force, and observed, that although he presumed the magistrates would arrive from
ngland before the ist of August, it would be indispensable that a portion at least of the

police should be organized, and in readiness to aid the magistrates in the execution of their
duty. He suggested that a sufficient force of serjeants and privates ought to ke in
readiness, to render the powers vested in the special magistrates efficient; and he thought
that a proportion of the men might be procured from the disbanded West India regiment,
To supply the serjeants, he hoped and believed the members of the Board would be enabled,
from their intercourse with the various classes ofsociety, to recommend individuals who

might be known to them in point of character and qualification: in addition to good cha-
racter, reading, writing and a capability of keeping accounts, must be required.

His Excellency was of opinion, that those persons should be embodied and_ disciplined
for some time previous to their being separated and located in the respective districts, and
therefore that it would be desirable to engage them as soon as possible. But his Excellency
observed, that as a matter of course their pay must commence from the day they may be
engaged, and that as he had not yet received instructions from His Majesty’s Government
from what fund this expense is to be supplied, he has deemed it not only advisable, but
absolutely necessary to apply to the Council of Government to sanction the expenditure
which will attend this proceeding, by an advance out of the Colonial funds, between this
period and the 1st of August next, by which time, he had no doubt, he would be in receipt
of explicit instructions upon the subject.

After a detailed explanation of the importance of the measure, and a full discussion on
the proposition made by his Excellency, the Board came to the following resolution:

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Board of Council, that it is imperatively
necessary that immediate measures should be adopted for providing a police force in the
several divisions and districts into which the Colony may be divided, so that the same may
be made effective, and be ready to enter on the discharge of their duties on or before the
ist of August next; and that for this purpose it will be requisite that a number, not
exceeding ten proper persons, should be forthwith engaged to act as serjeants of police, the
pay not exceeding 4s. 4d. sterling per diem to each; and a number, not exceeding ninety,
as privates of police, at the pay of 2s. 2d. sterlmg per day to each; and that all such
persons to be engaged, either as serjeants or privates, should be armed and accoutred in
such manner as his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor may direct. And that all such
persons should be forthwith employed in such exercises as may best fit them to discharge
the duties which they will have to perform on the ist of August next, at such place and
under such regulations and directions, as his Excellency the Lieutenant-Goveror shall
think proper ; and further, that the expenses to be incurred in carrying these measures into
effect between this and the 1st of August, should, in consideration of the pressing necessity
of having this force in readiness, and in the absence of any specific instructions to the
Governor, be advanced by the Colonial Treasury, under the confident expectation that they
will be repaid by His Majesty’s Government, according to the sth resolution of both Houses
of the British Parliament.

 

—-No. 308.—

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Colonial Office, g October 1834.
I HAVE received your Despatch of the 26th of August, announcing the continued

tranquillity of the Island of Trinidad, which, it is gratifying to think, may, ina

very.considerable degree, be attributed to the firm but prudent measures adopted
by you; and respecting which it has already been my duty to convey to you His
Majesty’s gracious and marked approbation.

Whilst I cannot but regret that on any estates there should continuea sullen
unwillingness to work, on the part of the apprenticed labourers, I feel every reason-

‘ able hope that the progress of those natural causes, which you so clearly and ably
describe,
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describe, will very soon lead to a development of a better feeling. The introduction

of task work, contracted for on just and equitable terms, the application of the

leisure hours of the labourers to work for money wages, cannot fail to impress upon

the apprentices the value of industrious habits; and it may be anticipated, that

under the operation of such a system, the productive industry of the Colony, and its

wealth and resources, will suffer no diminution. I feel particularly gratified at the

account you give me of the system of labour which is in progress; because it not—

only proves the good conduct of ‘the labourer, but the humanity, prudence and

discretion, with which the owners of those estates, to which your observations apply.

are disposed to adapt their operations to the altered state of the law.

No engagement had been entered into, either by this office or by the British

Legislature, with respect to police or gaol expenses. The payment of the stipen-

diary magistrates was alone provided for. It is true, that in the first proposition

made by my predecessor, some assistance to the local police was involved. But

when the proposed loan of 15,000,000/. was converted into an absolute gift of

20,000,000 2. the other obligations of this country were limited and defined strictly

as I have stated. ‘T have, &c.

(signed) I. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 309.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hiil, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, 26 August 1834.

1 HaAvE the honour to transmit, for His Majesty’s approval, two rules passed by

the Lieutenant-Governor and Council of Government of this Island, under the

Order of His Majesty in Council, of § June 1834; viz.

Rule for fixing the time to be allowed to apprenticed labourers, for the cultivation

of their grounds, and for apportioning their hours of labour.

Rule to authorize the special justices to decide in a summary manner, in cases of

complaints for non-performance or mis-performance of work by apprenticed

labourers. I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

Enclosures in No. 309.

TRINIDAD. No. 1.

RULES and REGULATIONS framed and established by his Excellency the Lieutenant

Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Council of Government, in

pursuance of the powers vested in them by the Order of His Majesty in Council of

the fifth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, for fixing the

time to be allowed to apprenticed Labourers for the cultivation of their grounds, and

for apportioning their hours of labour.

(u. 8.) G. F. Hill.

Wuerzas by an Order of His Majesty in Council, bearing date the 5th day of June

1834, it was, amongst other things, ordered and rovided, That it should be the duty of every

employer of predial apprenticed labourers, wit in the third week of the month of Sep-

tember of each year, to deliver or causeto be delivered to the special justice of the district

in which such preedial apprenticed labourers are resident, a written declaration, specifying

whether it is the intention of such employer, during the current year, to maintain his

predial apprenticed labourers by the cultivation of grounds to be to them appropriated for

that purpose, or by an allowance of provisions; andalso, ,that every predial apprenticed

support as therein mentioned, should, out of the annual time

apprenticed labourer is by law required to labour after the ra

aforesaid, be allowed such number of hours not being fewer than four hours and half per

week, and not being more than seven hours and ahalf per week, as the Lieutenant-Governor,

with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, should, by rules to be framed for

that purpose determine, which rules should be duly transmitted for His Majesty’s appro-

bation, and, until disallowed or altered, should remain in full force. .

And whereas by the said Order of His Majesty in Council, it is further provided, that as

regards the apportionment of the 45 hours Per week, during which preedial apprenticed
tlabourers are required by law to work for their eniployers, it should be lawful for the
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Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, to make such
regulations in respect thereof as might appear to them best adapted to promote the interests
both of the apprenticed labourers and their employers, and to frame and publish rules and
ordinances for that purpose, which should be duly transmitted for His Majesty’s approbation
andwhich, until disallowed or altered, should remain in full force, ,
Now therefore I, the Right honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, baronet, colonel of

the Londonderry regiment of militia, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and
over the said Island and its Dependencies, by and with the advice and consent of the Council
of Government thereof, have made and established, for the purposes aforesaid, the rules and
regulations following; that is to say,—

First.—That from and after the 15th day of September next ensuing, every predial
apprenticed labourer who, under the provisions of the said recited Order in Council, 1s to be
supported wholly by the cultivation of land, shall be allowed, from and out of the time of
45 hours allotted to his employer, a portion of time for the cultivation thereof equivalent to
four and a half hours per week, and such portion of time shall be allowed to each predial
apprenticed labourer either on any day or days in any one week, or by any rumber of days
successively, at such period of the year as such employer may select:Provided always,
That such number of hours so allowed to the predial apprenticed labourer shall not at
any time exceed 18 hours per week, unless with the consent of the preedial apprenticed
abourer.
Second.—Every preedial apprenticed labourer who shall be maintained partly by an allow-

ance of provisions and partly by an allotment of land, shall in each and every week receive
from his employer three and a half pounds of dried salt or pickled fish, and shall have
allotted to him a portion of land in all respects similar to that allotted to labourers wholly
supported by such allotment; that is to say, One half acre ‘of land, properly adapted for
the growth of provisions, and not more than two miles distant from the place of residence
of such apprenticed labourer, and shall be allowed for the cultivation thereof one half of the
time allowed to.labourers wholly supported by the allotment of land; that is to say; four
and a half hours in each fortnight to be allowed by the employer in the same manner and
under the like restrictions.
Third.—No predial apprenticed labourer can be compelled to labour for his employer

for ore than 45 hours in any one week, equal to seven hours and a half per day, exclusive
of Sundays.
Fourth—The time at which the labour of the prwdial apprenticed labourers is required,

and the intervals to be allowed in its performance, shall be in the discretion of the employer,
subject to the following regulations :—

That no apprenticed labourer shall be employed for more than 12 hours in any one day,
to be reckoned from six o’clock in the morning to six o’clock in the following morning.
That proper intervals from labour of sufficient duration be allowed for the labourers’

meals, and if any dispute should arise with respect to this regulation, the same may be
decided by the special justice ia a summary manner.
That the master or employer shall be bound topive previous intimation to the appren-

ticed labourer of the time and place at which and where his services will be required, and
the number of hours during which his services will be required, on the following day, and
of the intervals to be allowed for his meals.

That the employer shall also, by some signal to be distinctly audible or visible to the
labourer, and explained to and understood by him or her, intimate the time of beginning
and ending of the hours of labour and of the intervals to be allowed for meals.
That no predial apprenticed labourer shall be compelled or compellable to labour on

Sundays, exceptattending on the sick or as watchman, or in the tending and care of cattle
or in the protection of property, or in duties of absolute necessity.

Passed in Council this 31st day of July 1834.

Philip D. Souper, Colonial Secretary.

 

TRINIDAD. No. 2.

RULES and REGULATIONS framed and established by his Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Council of Government, in
pursuance of the authority vested in them by the Order of His Majesty in Council
of the 5th of June 1834, for the procedure of special Justices in cases of complaints
for non-performance or mis-performance of work by apprenticed Labourers. ,

(u.s.) G. F. Hill,

Wuerzis by the Order of His Majesty in Council, bearing date the 5th day of June
1834, certain provisions are made for regulating the procedure of the special justices therein
named; and it is also thereby enacted and provided, that if it should be made to appear to
the satisfaction of the Lieutenant-Governor and Legislative Council that the forms of pro-
ceeding hereinbefore prescribed, are needlessly burthensome upon the justices of the several
districts within the Colony, or of any one or more of such districts, or that they impede or
interfere with the prompt and effective execution of the law, the Lieutenunt-Governor, with
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, should be entitled to suspend any part of

of
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of the case, so as more effectually to promote the punctual, orderly and effective execution
of the law, and, for that purpose, to frame and publish rules and ordinances, which should
be transmitted for His Majeety’s confirmation, and which, until disallowed, should be in

I force.
fund whereas it has been made to appear, to the satisfaction of his Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor and the Council of Government of the said Island, that the forms of
rocedure prescribed by the said Order in Council will, in the cases hereinafter mentioned,

Fe needlessly burthensome upon the justices in the several districts: Now therefore I, the
Right honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, baronet, colonel of the Londonderry regiment
of militia, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the said Island and
its Dependencies, by and with the advice andconsent of the Council of Government of the
said Island, have made and established the following Rules for regulating the procedure of
the special justices in the said Order in Council mentioned,‘in the cases hereinafter men-

tioned; thatisto say,
The special justices shall and may hear and determine in a summary manner all complaints

of indolence and neglect of, or of the non-performance or imperfect performance of work
byapprei.tices : in all such cases it shall be sufficient for him to examine the parties and
the witnesses, and when necessary the work to be performed in a short and summary
manner, and thereupon to give his decision, and cause the same to be carried into immediate
execution.

In all such cases the special justice shall be bound to reduce into writing and to deposit,
with the other records of proceedings before him, the particulars of the complaint and the
substance of the evidence, and of ‘his decision and of the execution thereof within as short
a time as possible, and at furthest within three days after the same has been decided, and
shall enter the particulars thereof in hisjournal.

Passed in Council this 31st day of July 1834. _

Philip D. Souper, Colonial Secretary.

 

— No. 310. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart. to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Trinidad, 3 September 1834.
THE reports made to me from most parts of this Colony announce a return to

work by the apprentices, with contentment. :
I enclose one of these reports from an intelligent gentleman, Mr. Schack, whom

I had sent, as one of the appraisers, to the south-west coast, Cedros and Irois.
My expectation is, that in a short time all the labour will be performed by task,

and the apprentices will have many extra hours to dispose of for wages.

I have, &c.

(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

Enclosure in No. 310.

Sir, ; ’ Port of Spain, August goth, 1834.
Your Excellency having been pleased to request that I should communicate in writing

the condition in which I found the apprentices in the quarters which I recently had the
honour to visit, [ regret much that the very short stay made by me in each quarter will
prevent my giving much information upon the subject.
Had I known that a report from me would have been matter of satisfaction, that stay,

however short, would have been employed in making minute inquiry, so as to afford your
Excellency more ample information than I am at present able. to offer.
Such intelligence as I have acquired I now proceed to convey, it being no less my duty

than it is gratifying to my feelings to meet your Excellency’s wishes.
I left the town of Port of Spain, for the purpose of classing the apprentices of my dis-

trict, in the evening of the 13th instant, landed at Irod at six o’clock in the morning ofthe
14th, and, after traversing the woods, reached the cane fields of the Chatham estate, in the
quarter of Erin, at a few minutes after 10, when | saw the apprentices of that estate advanc-
ing towards their habitations. I inquired if they were going to their breakfast, and was
informed that they had finished their task, and were then returning home to do whatever
theyPlcased.
. the correctness of this answer I am convinced, because I remained on the estate dur-
ing the remainder of that day, and no more work was done. In addition to this, when I
proposed that the apprentices should be assembled for the purpose of classification, the
manager replied that he could not answer for the presence of the whole gang, as many had
gone to their provision grounds, and others were off the estate to procure from their neigh-
ours some articles they required.
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The next day I left the Chatham estate, and repaired to the quarter of Moruga, after
classing the apprentices, Mr. Lumis, the commandant, requested that I would interpret and
explain to them the Act of Parliament, as he had not yet received a copy; this [ did in the
Nepro French dialect; after which they asked me various questions, in order that no mis.
understanding might exist. I answered them, and they retired. apparently well satisfied.
In the evening they gave a grand Bel-Air Dance, to testify their 1° upon the occasion
and the commandant, to assist them, gave a portion of his household provisions. ,
The only part which failed to please them was, that they would have to work on the

Saturday, if they did notperform more than 7 4 hours work on the other days of the week;
however I told them that they might agree with their employers before a special justice to
undertake task work, or probably arrange with him to labour nine hours a day during five
days of the week.

then left Moruga and proceeded to Cedros, where the apprentices appeared satisfied,
‘On the Union Estate, the property of Messrs. Beque and Agarrat, they appeared content
and happy; they have entered into an engagement with their employers, which I have read
myself it have heard it read to them, they understood it well, and it has been regularly
executed.
The covenants are as follows:
ist. The apprentices are tu do the same task work as heretofore, but only during five

days of the week, the Saturday being allowed them throughout the year. The task being
the weeding of 200 tufts of canes.

I have seen the apprentices retutn to their homes, after finishing the above task, between
the hours of twelve and two o’clock, having commenced at about six in the morning,

2d. During the crop, the apprentices are to work also as heretofore ; that is to say, the
are to commence at about six o’clock in the morning, and furnish four or five coppers; this
I am told does not occupy them after sunset.

gd. As the apprentices will be bound to work on the Saturday during the crop, the em-
ployers will pay them for that day at the following rate.
To cane cutters, persons employed about the mill, and crook boys, four bits each.
To the refiners, the captain of the crooks and the driver, five bits each.
Each person employed in cutting canes to deliver daily 20 mule loads, which the mule-

boys are bound to carry to the mill.
_4th, The employers will, in addition to all that is allowed by law, supply the apprentices

with as much land as they can cultivate, and twice a year each apprentice will receive three
pounds anda half of salt pork or beef, two pounds of tobacco and pipes.

th: The apprentices will receive daily, out of crop, one glass of rum, and during crop,
two glasses.
6th. The free children of the female apprentices on the estate will be maintained at the

expense of the proprietors.
everal more of these engagements I have seen ready to be executed as soon as a ma-

gistrate visited the estates. Many of the proprietors informed me it was their intention to
enter intosimilararrangements, with which the apprentices were perfectly satisfied.

- This, your Excellency, is all the informationI can furnish; I did not seek for it, but it
presented.itself to me. Appearances are certainly favourable. Every thing seemed perfectly
quiet, and that they may continue so, no. one-can more sincerely hope than

Sir, your Exeellency’s most obedient
To his Excellency Sir G. F. Hill, and very humble servant,

Lieut.~Governor, &c. &c. &c. (signed) Edward Schack.

 

—No. 311. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart. dated Colonial Office, 23 Oct. 1834.

I nave this day received your Despatch of the 3d of September.
I again resume the gratifying duty of expressing to you the extreme satisfac-

tion which your reports of the tranquillity of Trinidad, and the industry of the
labourer cannot fail ta produce. .
The system of task work, which you describe as extending in the Colony, is

precisely the mode by which the new state of society may be rendered most advan-
tageous and satisfactory to all parties; care being at all times teken that such con-
tracts are equitable ia themselves, and are carried steadily into effect.
 

—No. 312. — |

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Trinidad, 3 January 1835.

I am sure you will receive with satisfaction my. report of the universal good
conduct of the apprentices during the festivities of the holidays; in fact, all classes

’ of society have enjoyed themselves with cheerfulness and good order.
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Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart. to No.31 3.
the Right honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Trinidad, 3 March 1835.

I wave been occupied in diligent inquiry, both by personal investigation, and
queries and correspondence by letter, into the state and disposition to work of the
apprenticed labourers, and with sincere pleasure I have the honour to assure your
Lordship, that in all the districts, with very small exception, the apprentices give
their labour, so far as the crop has hitherto proceeded, with cheerfulness, and to

the satisfaction. of the planters.
But this general disposition to work I must consider attributable to the wages

paid for extra labour, although on a few estates the apprentices will not, for any
hire, work beyond the Parliamentary hours.

I have not the least doubt in this matter that a favourable change will take place.
The disposition of the apprentices I attribute to the abolition of party spirit

between the different classes, to the exposure of the mischievous efforts of a few

agitators, and to the readiness with which I had every complaint heard, and when

just, redressed.
 

—No. 314.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Grant to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

__ Sir, Colonial Office, 28 April 1835.
IT nave had great satisfactibn in learning from the latter part of your Despatch

of the 3d March, that the apprenticed labourers of the Colony under your Govern-
ment were at that time working with cheerfulness, and exhibiting a disposition,
from which you were led to believe that the few exceptions which now exist to the
willingness of the apprentices to work. for wages in extra time, would not be of
long continuance, . Ihave, &c.

(signed) C. Grant.

No. 314.

 

—No. 315.— No. 315.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George F. Hill, Bart.,
to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Trinidad, 24 April 1835.
IN compliance with your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 16th ultimo, with the

extract of an Order of the House of Commons, dated the 12th March instant,
enclosed therein,— ;
Ihave the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a statement of the

corporal punishment inflicted on the apprenticed negroes between the 1st of
August and 31st of December 1834, the latest period to which it can be made up.

I have deemed it prudent to distinguish the punishments inflicted in the month
of August, from those during the remaining four months of the year.
Upon contrasting the punishments in the former period of one month (when

every species of insidious misrepresentation was used by a few desperate characters
to mislead the apprentices), with the latter period of four months, I am induced to
anticipate that progressively the necessity of corporal punishment will almost
entirely cease.

I feel the more encouraged to indulge this pleasing prospect, by the reports I
constantly receive from the different estates; in almost all of them the proprietors
have exerted themselves (and with much success) to induce the apprentices to
employ their extra hours in their service for wages.
The regularity of payment, coupled with the friendly advice of the local special

Magistrates, have generally inspired the apprentices with confidence, and will
eventually produce that respect towards their employers from kind feeling, which
herctofore was the result of fear. I have, &c; , XC.

(signed) G. FE Hill.

 

278.—II.
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Enclosure in No. 315.
STATEMENT of CorroraL PuNiIsHMENT inflicted on the AprRreNnticep Necrors

in the Island of Trinidad, between the ist day of August and gist day of December
1834, as required by Resolution of the House of Commons.:

 

 
 

   
 

 

DEGREE Number of Persons Punished,
a
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” 16 - - 125 go
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99 10 - > = 4 4
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301 259

Trinidad, 24 April 1835. (signed)  G. F. Hill.

—No. 316.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.
to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Trinidad, 22d May 1835.

AS I am aware of the anxiety of His Majesty’s Government, to be occasionally
informed of the conduct of the apprenticed labourers, 1 have felt it to be my duty
to make strict inquiry from the special justices and intelligent persons in the dif-
ferent districts, in what manner labour is carried on, and with what degree of satis-

faction to the planter and cheerfulness by the apprentices.
The sugar crop is now more than three-fourths finished; will produce (I expect)

as much revenue as last year, and with general contentedness on the part of the
apprentices.

I delight to remark that punishments have materially decreased; on some

estates none have been inflicted since October last; and I entertain a strong

belief that there is an advance towards a moral improvement, which, if carefully

promoted, will realize the most sanguine hopes of the promoters of the important
change effected on the 1st of August last.

After.my next visit through the districts of the Colony, I will make a detailed
Report on the condition of the population of the country.

 

— No. 317. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, Downing-street, 15th June 1835.

WITHreference to my circular Despatchof this date, in which you are instructed

to revoke the special commissions which have been issued to persons interested in

apprentice labour or locally connected,’1 have to acquaint you, that in order tofacili-

tate this measure and guard against immediate inconvenience, I shall take measures

_ for sending out, with as little delay as possible, four additional paid magistrates, and

I trust that the active and undivided exertions of this additional number of stipen-
diar
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diary special magistrates will go far to compensate for the loss of services which |TRINIDAD.
must have been comparatively ineffective, owing to the time of the parties having —_
been necessarily engrossed by their private occupations.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
 

— No. 318. — No. 318.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

Sir, ; Downing-street, 15th June 1835.
IN your Despatch of the 24th July 1834 addressed to Mr. Lefevre, you reported

as follows :—
“In each of the eight country districts, I have selected the most respectable

inhabitant residing in a central situation to be the acting superintendent special
justice, until the arrival of the functionaries from England; under these eight

entlemen I have appointed 92 special justices.
“One other acting superintendent special justice and a due proportion of special

justices have been appointed for the Port of Spain district.”
In the return which you bave annexed to your Despatch of the 27th April, you

state the number of unpaid special justices as 29.
I have to request that you will explain the cause of the difference between these

two statements. I have, &
, &e.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

— No. 319, — No. 319.
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. F. Hill, Bart.

to Lord Glenelg.
My Lord, Trinidad, 18th July 1835.

- IN obedience to your Lordship’s Despatch, dated 15th ultimo, which requests me
to state the cause of the difference between two statements which I made, thefirst
on the 24th July 1834, wherein I reported that I had appointed 92 special justices,
and the second on the 27th of April 1835, in which was contained a return of local
magistrates, who had been appointed special magistrates, amounting to twenty-nine.
My Despatch of July 1834 stated the number of special justices I had then
appointed, with my reasons in detail for having appointed so many. .
The Return forwarded in my Despatch dated 27th of April was made in strict 2

conformity with the Order of the House of Commons, which required a return of 2°9
local magistrates who had been appointed special magistrates:

I confined that return strictly to the terms of the Order, which I have hitherto
found to be the most correct and convenient mode of compliance.

But to prevent misapprehension, I introduced a paragraph into that Despatch
in the following words: ‘exclusive of the local magistrates, (viz. commandants and
adjoint commandants) who were appointed special, there were others also named
who have acted,” alluding to those I had named in July 1834.

In conclusion of my Despatch of 27th April last, I state my intention of reducing
the number of unpaid special magistrates to twenty-seven.

I trust this explanation may he satisfactory. I have, &c.
(signed) G. F. Hill.

 

 

— No. 320. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir G. F. Hill, Bart. .

Sir, Downing-street, 3d August 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 31st ultimo, declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision
hath been made in the Colony of Trinidad for giving effect to an Act of Parliament
made in the third and fourth year of His present Majesty for the Abolition of

Slavery. I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.
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ST. LUCTA.

 

—No. 321. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley,

Sir, St. Lucia, 2 August 1833,
ST. LUCIA. I po myself the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your circular

—_— Despatch of the 13th June last, enclosing a copy of a series of Resolutions by
No. 321. the House of Commons on the subject of the Abolition of Slavery in the British

VidePapers printed Colonies, which came to hand on the 14th ultimo. ;
by Parkament, 1 , . Lhave postponed acknowledging this Despatch till the day of the sailing of
April 1835, Part 1. the packet, in order that I might be enabled to ascertain as far as possible, and
No. 177, p-5- report upon the feelings of all concerned in this important measure.

On the receipt of the Despatch mentioned I lost no time in transmitting to
the Judges the extract therefrom in which they are principally concerned, and
called upon them to “ engage immediately in an inquiry by what enactments
the existing law may be most conveniently adjusted to a state of society in
which slavery will be unknown.”

All the proprietors and managers of slaves in this Colony appear to me ex-
tremely anxious to learn the ultimate decision of both Houses of Parliament
upon this momentous measure, to the wisdom of which they appear calmly re-
signed, in consequence, as I presume,of the fairness of so much of the conditions
as have already transpired, and as far as I have been able to collect their senti-
ments and to enter into their feelings, they seem apprehensive only that the
apprentices will not give them a sufficient quantity of labour to enable them to
bring their crops to market.
On the other hand,Iam happy in having to state, that, generally speaking,

the slaves in this Colony have shown no insubordinate disposition since His
Majesty’s gracious intentions towards them have become publicly known,
although upon some of the estates an evident relaxation in their labour did
manifest itself amongst a few of each gang; in consequence of which I sent
the Protector of Slaves to admonish those persons, which service he readily per-
formed, and found the circumstances of so trivial a nature as to require no
specific report. Nevertheless, in order to induce the slaves to continue their
labours uninterruptedly, I published a notice, of which a copy accompanies this,
apprising them of the bad consequences likely to result to themselves from any
insubordinate or indolent conduct on their part.

Notwithstanding that I do not apprehend any serious opposition to the mea-
sures of His Majesty’s Government on the part of either proprietors or slaves,
I shall hold in readiness every means at my disposal, and use every personal
exertion in enforcing the laws and maintaining the tranquillity of the Colony.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. A. Farquharson, M. Gen'. Governor.

 

(Enclosure in No. 821.)

Government Notice.
Castries, 12 July 1833.

Unper existing circumstances, the Governor considers it proper to direct, that all pro-

prietors and managers of slaves throughout this Colony shall impress upon the minds of

those under their superintendence, either immediately before or after prayers, once @ week,

for six weeks successively, that
The slaves will best deserve and ensure the favour of the mother country by a cheerful

and peaceable submission to the existing laws, and by continuing to labour industriously for

their employers and for themselves; arid that by any manifestation of turbulence and dis-

order they may forfeit the advantages which His Majesty is anxious to confer upon them.

By his Excellency’s command.

(signed) Geo. Lowen, Col. Sect.

Enclosure jn
No. 321.
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— No. 822. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, St. Lucia, 24 October 1833.
I nave the honour of acknowledging your circular Despatch of 5th Septem-

ber last, informing me that in your Circular of the 26th June preceding you
had enclosed, for my information, copies of the Resolutions adopted by both
Houses of Parliament on the subject of Colonial Slavery, (which I duly re-
ceived,) and announcing the intention of His Majesty’s Government to intro-
duce a Bill into Parliament for the purpose of giving effect to those Resolutions ;
which design having been executed, I have now the honour of acknowledging
receipt of 25 copies of the Statute which had passed into a law on the 28th
August last, and, according to your desire, have caused them to be distributed
among such of the principal inhabitants of this Colony as I consider most
deeply interested in this subject.
I have also the honour of acknowledging the receipt of a Proclamation,

approved by His Majesty in Council, upon the same subject, which I lost no
time in causing to be promulgated for general information in the most public
and authentic manner, and shall not fail to pay the utmost attention to all the
suggestions contained in the circular Despatch now acknowledged.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. A. Farquharson, M. G'. Governor.

 

— No. 323. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, St. Lucia, 25 November 1833.
I nave had the honour to receive the Crown Circular of the 19th ultimo,

which you have transmitted, accompanied by the draft of an Order in Council
of the same date for the Colony of British Guiana, having for its object to bring
into one view the various legislative measures which yet remain to be taken to
carry into effect the Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the British Colonies.

In consequence I assembled a Legislative Council this day, and laid before the
members the said document for their most serious and deliberate consideration.

After both had been perused, the members were unanimously ofopinion that
it would be desirable they should weigh the matter in their minds for a few
days, and requested a delay for that purpose, which I considered reasonable,
and therefore directed that the Assembly should be convened on Monday the
2d December next, when I am inclined to hope that the members will apply
themselves to the consideration of this important subject in a spirit of frank and
cordial co-operation with the views of His Majesty’s Government, the result of
which I shall do myself the honour of transmitting to you by the earliest oppor-
tunity.

T have, &c.
(signed) J. A. Farquharson, M. G'. Governor.

 

— No. 324. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Farquharson to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, St. Lucia, 31 December 1833.
Rererrine to your Crown circular Despatch of the 19th October last,

accompanied by the draft of an Order in Council of same date, for the Colony
of British Guiana, having for its object to bring into one view the various legis-
lative measures which yet remain to be taken to carry into effect the Act for
the Abolition of Slavery in the British Colonies, and to my communication of
25th ultimo, in.acknowledgment thereof, I have now the honour oftransmitting

to you herewith a Report from a Committee of the Legislative Council, giving
278—II. their
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their own and the opinions of the principal inhabitants touching the measures
proposed, together with such extracts from the Minutes of the Legislative
Council as regard this matter, whereby you will be pleased to perceive it has
been unanimously resolved that such enactments should emanate from home,
and that the same has been respectfully submitted to the discretion of His
Majesty’s Government.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. A. Farquharson, M. G'. Governor,

 

(Enclosure in No. 324.)

Extract from the MINUTES of the Legislative Council of 2dDecember 1833,

His Excellency the Governor having then brought before the Council the subject of the
Crown circular Despatch, datedDowning-street, 19th October 1833, his Honour the Chief
Justice moved, that the circular Despatch and its printed Enclosure be referred to a com-
mittee of the unofficial members of the Council, to report as to the alterations or amend-
ments in the proposed enactments which it may be desirable to adopt in St. Lucia, with
liberty to advise with such of the inhabitants and planters as they may think fit to call to
their assistance, which, having been seconded by the Honourable Villiers Surtees, was
agreed to.

His Excellency the Governor was then pleased to name the unofficial members to form
such committee, of whom any three to be a quorum, and requested them to present their
report this day three weeks.

23 December 1833.
The Honourable James Macfarlane brought up the report of the committee of the

Legislative Council, named by his Excellency the Governor at the last sitting, for the pur-
pose of taking into consideration the draft Order in Council referred to in the circular
Despatch of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 19th
October last, and to report as to the alterations or amendments which it may be desirable to
adopt in St. Lucia. His Excellency was pleased to order the report to be read. It was
read accordingly, as follows. . (See document (B.) annexed.)

His Honour the Chief Justice then moved, that the report be taken into consideration
at the next meeting of Council, which was seconded by the Honourable S. Villiers Surtees,
and agreed to.

30 Dec. 1833.

The report of the committee of the Legislative Council on the draft Ordinance referred to
in the Crown circular Despatch of the 19th October last was then taken into consideration.
The Honourable Villiers Surtees moved the following resolution, seconded by his Honour

the Chief Justice:
” Resolved, That the committee of this Board, to whom it was referred to make areport
on the subjectof the legislative enactments for this Island rendered necessary by the Act
of Parliament abolishing slavery, not having offered any suggestions on the intended plan or
modifications of its provisions, this Board considers it expedient that such enactments should
emanate from home, and respectfully submits the whole matter to the discretion of His
Majesty’s Government.
Which was agreed to, nem. con.

(Certified true extracts.)
(signed) Geo. Lowen, Col. Sect.

(B.) .
St. Lucia, 23 Dec. 1833.

Tue undersigned, members of the committee appointed by the Governor and Council to
report as to the alterations or amendments which it might be desirable to adopt in St. Lucia
in the draft Order in Council for British Guiana, referred to in the Crown circular Des-

patch of the 19th October 1833, having communicated with the planters, and having heard
their observations and opinions thereon, have come to the following conclusion: _ .

That as all legislation originating in the Colonies respecting the labourers is liable, in the

present excited state of the British people, to be misconstrued or viewed with suspicion, the
undersigned recommend that the legislative enactments for this Island should continue, as
heretofore, to emanate from the mother country. .

Such seems to be the wish of the inhabitants of this Colony, who appear prepared to give
the enactments a fair and dispassionate trial; and in the event of such enactments not

answering the expectations ofthe mother country, and occasioning the total loss of their
property, they must throw themselves upon the mercy of the Imperial Parliamentand

ritish people for their support hereafter.
(signed) Peter Muter.

James Macfarlane.
P. Smith.
G. De Laubenque, fils.
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~— No. 325, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to the Officer
administering the Government of St. Lucia.

Sir, Downing-street, 22 May 1834.
Sir Dudley Hill, who will leave-this country in a few days for St. Lucia, will

take out with him an Order in Council for the Colony of St. Lucia, supple-
mentary to the Act of the British Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery.
The intended provisions of this Order in Council are nearly the same as

those which were contained in the model draft transmitted to your predecessor
with my Despatch of the 19th October last, with the exception of a few modi-
fications and alterations which have been introduced in consequence of the
suggestions which I have received from some of the West India Colonies to
which the same model draft was communicated.
Although I shall have an opportunity of giving full instructions to Sir D.

Hill on this important subject, | think it right in the meantime to call your im-
mediate attention to some points connected with the division of the Colony of
St. Lucia into judicial districts, and with the establishment of a police, in order
that you may, with the assistance of the Legislative Council, make some

progress in the consideration of these preliminary measures before Sir D. Hill’s
arrival.
You are aware that the British Act for the Abolition of Slavery authorizes

the appointment of special justices, but limits the number of those who are to
receive the salaries granted by Parliament to 100. In the distribution of these
stipendiary justices amongst the Colonies for whom theyare intended, I find
that I can only allot two for the Colony of St. Lucia. Although the Lieute-
nant-governor will be instructed to select from amongst the proprietors and
others resident in the Colony a sufficient number of voluntary magistrates, and
although I entertain no doubt of obtaining their assistance and co-operation,
yet the principal share of the labour and superintendence must necessarily
devolve upon the two who are remunerated for their services. It will, there-
fore, be desirable to divide the Colony of St. Lucia into two districts, placing
one of them in the charge of each of the stipendiary magistrates. 1 think,
however, from the size of the Colony and the difficulties of internal communica-
tion, that two police settlements will be necessary for each district. The
stipendiary justice must of course reside at or near to one of these, which
must be placed under his immediate charge. That at which he does not
reside must be confided to one or more of the other special justices, subject to
the general superintendence and frequent visitation of the stipendiary justice.
As it will be impossible for some months to erect and complete the buildings
necessary for police settlements, it is proposed that, as in most of the other
Colonies, temporary arrangements should be made for the police, and for places
of safe custody and correction, by hiring buildings which may be convenient
for that purpose.
With regard to the police, I am disposed to consider it of much more im-

portance that it should be composed of effective and competent persons, rather
than that it should be numerous. Independent of the police necessary for the
town of Castries, I should conceive that it would be sufficient to appoint seven or
eight to each station, besides the serjeants. These, with the assistance of con-
stables, whom it is proposed that the stipendiary magistrates should have the
power of appointing from amongst: the apprentices on the plantations, if ne-
cessary, will probably be found adequate for the enforcement of the law and
the protection of property in ordinary cases.
Tam well aware that the expenditure necessarily incidental to the formation

and support of the police establishments will tend to increase the financial
difficulties of the Colony of St. Lucia, and I regret that I cannot hold out any
hope that these difficulties will be removed by pecuniary assistance from this
country,

I can assure you, however, that it is my most anxious desire to afford to the
Colony whatever relief can arise from the reduction of its expenditure to the
furthest point which is attainable with a due regard to the performance of the
278—IT. public
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ublic services which are necessary for the welfare of the Colony. I fear,
owever, that I shall not be able to give any definitive instructions on the

subject of the finances of St. Lucia until I have received the Blue Book for the

year 1833.
I have, &e.

(signed) E. G. Stanley.

 

—No. 326.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to the Officer
administering the Government of St. Lucia.

Siz, Downing-street, '7 June 1834,

Iw the unavoidable absence of Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, I have the honour

to transmit to you an Order which has been passed by His Majesty in Council

Order in Council, « for giving effect in the Island of St. Lucia to the Statute 3 & 4 ill. 4, ¢.'73,
5 June 1834;
printed in the Ap-
pendix (B.) No. 56.

No. 327.

for the Abolition of Slavery.” i &
am, &c.

(signed) John Lefevre.

 

~-— No, 327. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Dudley Hill to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, St. Lucia, 1 August 1834.

I nave the honour to acquaint you that I arrived here on the 12th of last

month, and having first, with the usual formalities, been sworn into office on

that day, assumed the government of the Colony.

Having learned that much anxious doubt existed in the minds of the pro-

prietary body on the probability of their labourers continuing subordinate

under the great change in their social condition which takes effect from this

day, I judged it expedient to issue the enclosed Proclamation, marked No. 8,

for the purpose of not only imparting confidence to holders of property, but

also of apprizing the negroes that without loss of time they should from my

own lips receive an authentic account of the nature and extent of the pri-

vileges for which they were looking, naturally enough, with the most intense

interest; and I was of opinion that a personal communication with them,

deriving efficacy from those full and repeated explanations of which an oral

address admits, would be the most successful mode of satisfying their expec-

tations; and accordingly my intention to visit them was announced in the

above-mentioned Proclamation, which I have now the honour to transmit.

The proper order of the narrative of my proceedings since my arrival should

lead me to mention to you here the various transactions in Council with which

I was constantly occupied in the interval between the publication of the

document and the fulfilment of the promise it contained to makea tour through

the Island. Yet, knowing that the conduct of the labouring population at the

moment of transition from slavery to freedom is a subject on which the atten-

tion of His Majesty’s Government is fixed with deep anxiety, I hasten with

the most heartfelt satisfaction to express my conviction that the visit has

realized the views which urged me to undertake it, and that the most favour-

able anticipations may be indulged respecting the continuance of tranquil

and orderly behaviour on the part of the negroes of this Island.

As the substance of my address to them appears to be correctly reported in’

the Island papers, I beg leave to forward one for your perusal ; and I have

only to add, that in the several districts of the Colony I had much reason to

be satisfied with the manner in which it was received by all parties.

I have the honour also to forward two other Proclamations, which weremade

public at the time of my Address. The one marked No. 5 holds out pardon

to absentees from the service of their masters, provided they return to their

duty immediately, and warns them against incurring the prolonged term of

apprenticeship to which their absence will subject them. Th
e
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The other, marked No. 4, sets apart this day as sacred to the religious
acknowledgment of the boon of freedom. The contents of both these Pro-

clamations were hailed by the people with lively satisfaction and becoming
feeling, and I trust they may also meet the honour of your approval.

I did not fail to avail myself of this opportunity minutely to inspect the whole
of the militia, and I have used my best exertions to infuse a zealous spirit into
both officers and men, and I am not without a sanguine hope that I shail shortly

be able to place this force in a more respectable and efficient state than it is in

at present. ,

I have already made application to Barbadoes for a partial supply of arms
and accoutrements, of which they stand much in need, as also of clothing.

I now beg leave to advert to the proceedings of the Council, and to state
that I have been under the necessity of making all the arrangements for the
new system with more haste than I could have wished, but at the same time

with a confident hope that they are the best of which existing circumstances
and the urgency of the case would permit.
No stipendiary magistrates having atrived, I have named three gentlemen of

the Colony to fill provisionally those offices, receiving the emoluments attached

to them, and have also prevailed upon three others to accept the situation of
voluntary magistrates under the superintendence of the stipendiaries.
I found it impossible, with any regard to the safe operation of the Act of

Parliament, to divide the Colony into fewer than three districts, with three
police stations in each district.

I have also the honour to state to you that these police stations are for ‘the
present to be occupied by men selected from the militia, for not only have I
wanted time to organize the new police, but I have had to contend against a
repugnance to enter into that service in consequence of the disrepute into
which the ordinary police of the country seems to have fallen.
The present temporary police whom I have appointed consist of nine ser-

jeants and 45 privates; and it may be as well to remark that their duties have
been clearly defined to them as being ofa civil and not of a military kind, and
strictly confined to the description set forth in the King’s Order in Council of
5th June last, and to the directions which, in pursuance of that Order, may be
issued to them by the stipendiary magistrate.
To the Order in Council every publicity has been given, and all magistrates

have been furnished with copies.
I have been under the necessity of detaining the mail-boat somewhat beyond

her usual time of sailing, in order to send this Despatch, which, though hastily

written, will I trust be acceptable to you as containing an assurance of the un-
disturbed tranquillity of the Island at this important crisis ; and for any omis-
sions in this communication, I must plead my very recent return from the
country, the very great and harassing labour that has devolved upon me in
consequence of the total absence, prior to my arrival, of any settled arrange-
ments under the new system, and my actual employment in ushering in this
day with the honours appropriate to the happy change of which it is the memo-
rable epoch.

I have, &c.
(signed) Dudley Hill, Lieut.-governor.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 327.

St. Lucia.—(No. 3.)

PROCLAMATION by his Excellency Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, Knight, &e. &e. &e.

His Majesty having been graciously pleased to appoint me to the distinguished situation
of Lieutenant-governor ofthis Island, { embrace the earliest opportunity which has occurred

since my arrival to announce my deep conviction that there can be no pursuit more closely

connected with my public duty, and { will add, nor any more consonant to my own
individual feelings, than that of devoting my best exertions to the promotion and security of

ce, good order and happiness amongst all classes of His Majesty’s subjects in this
sland; and, fully sensible of the vital importance of obtaining the effectual aid of all

parties to render the operation of the Act for the extinction of slavery beneficial to the pro-
prietors and advantageous to the apprenticed labourers, it is my intention, in furtherance of

this important object, to visit the several districts of the Colony at the earliest period at

which the public service may permit of an absence from the seat of government, and then

27s—It.
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personally to give an assurance of my firm determination to vindicate, on every occasion
the supremacy of the law over us all, without distinction of colour or station; to repress with
speed and vigour any attempt at insubordination; and especially to invite from the pro.
prietary body their honest co-operation in guiding to a successful issue the changes which
are about to take place in our social system, and to inculcate upon the labouring population
the just right which the Imperial Parliament and our local Legislature have to demand
from them, on principles of gratitude and duty, the most tranquil and orderly submission to
such laws as may have been framed for their government ina state of industrious freedom,

Given under my hand and seal of the said Island, this 12th day of July, in the fifth
year of His Majesty’s reign, and the year of our Lord 1834.

By his Excellency’s command.
(For the Acting Colonial Secretary),

A EF.Young.
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 327.

St. Lucia.—(No. 4.)

PROCLAMATION by his Excellency Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, Knight, &c. &e. &c.
WHeRrEas it is at all times our bounden duty to render thanks to Heaven for the mercies

extended to us: and whereas at this period the greatest temporal blessing is conferred upon
a large portion of the population of this Island by the Abolition of Slavery, and the con-
sequent change, to the adult negro, from hereditary perpetual bondage to a system of mode-
rate labour for a limited time, carrying with it to his offspring under six years of age, and
to his children’s children for ever, the enjoyment of unrestricted freedom:

I have thought fit to direct, by this my Proclamation, that Friday the 1st day of August
next ensuing, be observed in all churches and chapels as a day of general thanksgiving to
Almighty God, for having in his infinite wisdom visited the people of this land with so
gracious a dispensation of his good providence, and likewise of humble intercession and
ervent prayer that He may be pleased mercifully to further this important change to a
peaceable and happy end.
And I do hereby request and enjoin that the said 1st of August next ensuing be ob-

served by all classes with the same reverence that is due to a Sabbath-day.
Given under my hand and seal of the said Island, this 25th day of July, in the fifth

year of His Majesty’s reign, and the yeur of our Lord 1834.
Forth ab command. P
(For the Acting Colonial Secretary),

A. EB FF. Young.
 

Enciosure 3, in No. 827.

St. Lucia.~(No. 5.)

PROCLAMATION by His Excellency Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, Knight, &c. &c. &c.

Wuergas it has been represented to me that there are at this present time many slaves
absent without leave from the service of their masters, I have thought it fit to issue this
my Proclamation, calling upon all such runaways to return forthwith to their duty, when an
act of clemency will be extended towards them; otherwise they will be subjected to the
prolonged term of apprenticeship provided for in the 20th clause of the Act intituled “An
Act for the Abolition of Slavery,” &c., which takes effect from the Ist of August next
ensuing.

Given under my hand and seal of the said Island, this 25th day of July, in the fifth
year ofHis Majesty’s reign, and the year of our Lord 1834,

By command.
(For the Acting Colonial Secretary),

i. E. F. Young.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. $27.
My Friends, .

You are aware that I have recently arrived from England to be Governor of this Colony.
You see J lose no time in coming amongst you, and my reason is, that I know you have
been for a length of time past expecting some great benefit to be conferred upon you. I am
come to tell you, you are right. The Kingand the people of England, with your masters in
this country, have mutually made sacrifices in order that you should enjoy the blessings of
freedom. On the 1st day of next month the name of slave is to be forgotten. No man is to
call another a slave. You are no longer to be slaves. You are free; not idle free people, but
industrious free people, bound to labour moderately for your masters, in return for allowances
which your masters, as they have hitherto done, willbe bound to furnish you. Now, my
friends, attend to what I say; believe what I say. I am here in this country representing the
great and good King of England, who, with his people, is your friend; therefore my duty
is also to be your friend ; for your own sakes, believe and trust to the words I speak. .
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The benefits which.you are to have from the 1st of next month are very great. Whilst
you are slaves, your children and your children’s children are slaves; on the 1st of next
month all your children under six years of age are free; all born after the 1st of next month
are born free. As slaves, you had to work for your masters nine hours every day, or 54 hours
every week; as free apprenticed labourers, you are to work 74 hours per day, or 45 hours
er week. As slaves, you were to work these nine hours every day of every week of your

whole lives; after the 1st of next month, you are to work these 74 hours per day for six
ears, or ifyou are domestics, for four years only. The domestics have the shorter term

allotted to them because their services are without remission. You can release yourselves
by purchase, at a fair valuation, from the service of your apprenticeship, in like manner as
hitherto you had the right of buying your freedom from slavery. Yet during your appren-
ticeship you are to receive from your employers the same allowances as when they had from
ou your full time. As a slave, your master can order you to be punished; as a free ap-
renticed labourer, you are not subject to this authority. The King has appointed special

justices to decide on all differences that may arise between you and your masters, with
authority to prevent any wrong being done to you, and also to punish you when you do
wrong; and he alone has this power. These officers have not yet arrived, but this gentleman,
by my appointment, isto be your magistrate until the other does arrive. Obey him, respect
him, for he has my authority.
Do not deceive yourselves: every man in this world must work ; God, who made us all,

has ordered that we should live by the sweat of our brow. Let me warn you against so
eat a mistake as supposing, because your master has no longer the power of punishing

you, that therefore no punishment at all can happen to you. The magistrate has full power
to punish you for every fault you commit; has full power to make you perform the 7} hours
of labour you owe to your master; has full power to punish you if you are lazy, careless,
negligent, absent from work, impudent or disobedient. As the good things of which I have
been before telling you are secured to you and your children, be sure you in your turn
shall receive punishment if you do not honestly and fairly work for your masters the whole
time to which by law he is entitled whilst the apprenticeship lasts. Some people tell me
that perhaps you will try not to work at all. Icannot believe you to be such fools, or so
ungrateful, or so wicked. Work you must, the moderate time required from you by law.
If any of you dare to resist the law, and think that by combining together, you can evade
or set it at defiance, be assured I shall instantly come amongst you, not as now, to do you
good and advise you, but severely to punish the offenders. My duty is to have the laws
obeyed; to protect all men and their properties. This duty, depend upon it, I will fully
perform, if but one single act of general insubordination take place amongst you, whereb
our master’s property is endangered and the public peace disturbed. That momentI will
e on the spot with the King’s troops and other His Majesty’s loyal subjects. But, my

friends, I trust (and indeed, from the first moment of my coming amongst you, my con-
fidence on that score is increased) that your conduct will not be such as to require my
presence for any purpose of visiting the guilty.
From your magistrate, and from your masters too, you may learn many other things

relating to your rights and to the duties you are to perform. There is but one other duty,
and one other privilege which I shall now mention; the duty is a very sacred one, the
penalty for its non-performance very severe. As your children are free, they must be sup-
ported as free children are supported, that is, by their parents; and for this, among other
reasons, was the difference of labour between 73 and nine hours per day granted you. [f,
however, your children are left destitute, they may by law be apprenticed, that is, bound to
labour until they are 21 years of age.
The privilege of which I have to make mention is, that at your own free will and pleasure,

without denial or interruption whatsoever, you may on every Sabbath-day perform religious
worship at any church or chapel in the Island; and, my friends, not only when you may
next meet at any place of worship, but when you leave this spot to-day and return to your
domiciles, and are in the midst of your children, go down on your knees and thank the great
God for the blessings of freedom, which I have told you are to be yours in part, and your
children’s altogether, after the 1st of next month.
Be grateful to the people of England, who have paid a great deal of money to make you

free; be obedient to the laws; and on all occasions you shall have their protection.
Now, my friends, in conclusion, let me once more remind you of all the advantages you

derive from this great measure:
1. That all grown-up persons are required to perform a moderate labour of 74 hours per

day, in lieu of nine hours per day as before, and these 7} hours are for six years only,
instead of for all your lives.

2. That in like manner as you could purchase freedom when you were slaves, so now you
may purchase release from apprenticeship.
S That children under six years of age, and all born after the Ist of next month,

are free.
4. That the power of inflicting punishment is no longer arbitrary with your masters, but

depends upon be decision of the magistrate. .
5.That the most entire liberty is given to you to frequent:on Sundays any place of worship

you please.

And, my friends, I have to tell you that by proclamation I have appointed the 1st of
next month, the day from which all these great things take effect, to be a day of general
thanksgiving to God for all these blessings, which most heartily and sincerely I hope you may
for ever enjoy in peace, content and happiness.
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— No. 328.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-governor Sir Dudley Hill to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Lucia, 1 August 1834,
I wave the honour to forward herewith a Proclamation issued this morning

to announce the abolition of slavery, in virtue of the Act of Parliament passed
in the Session held in the 8d and 4th years of the reign of His present most
gracious Majesty.
And it is my gratifying duty to inform you that the announcement, which

took place in my presence, and in that of the principal inhabitants of the
Island, was received with the most hearty and grateful expressions of loyalty,
and that the public tranquillity remains most perfectly undisturbed at the
late hour of the day at which I now have the honour to forward this Despatch.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Dudley Hill, Lieut.-governor.

 

St. Lucia.
PROCLAMATION,

By His Excellency Sir Dudley St. Ledger Hill, Lieut.-Governor, &c.

I po hereby proclaim and make known, that by virtue of an Act of Parliament passed in
the Session held in the 3d and 4th years of the reign of His most gracious Majesty King
William the Fourth, slavery ceases on this present Ist day of August, and by virtue of the
said Act, it is now abolished in this Colony henceforth and for ever. And I do further
proclaim, that from and after this day predial labourers are to become apprentices for six
years, and non-predial labourers for four years; and I do strictly exhort, enjom and com-
mand all such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid to be obedient to their masters and those
in authority, to be industrious in their habits, and submissive to the laws.

Given under my hand and the seal. of the said Island, this Ist day of August, in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, and the year of our Lord 1834.

By his Excellency’s command.
(For the Acting Colonial Secretary),

(signed) H. E. F. Young.
God save the King,

 

— No. 329. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-
governor Sir Dudley Hill.

Sir, Colonial Office, 6 Sept. 1834.
I nAvE received your Despatches of the Ist August last, reporting the mea-

sures which you had taken to preserve tranquillity and subordination, and to
give due effect to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery.

I have to convey to you His Majesty’s approval of the three Proclamations
which you had issued, the first dated the 5th of July, announcing your intention
to visit the country districts; the second, dated the 25th of July, appointing
the 1st of August to be a day of general thanksgiving; the third, dated also
the 25th July, offering an indemnity to runaway negroes who should return to
their masters forthwith, and warning them of the prolonged obligations of
apprenticeship which they would incur by their continued absence.

t is also my duty to convey to you the expression of His Majesty’s approba-
tion of the active and judicious measures which you adopted to meet the diffi-
culties which might have arisen on the Abolition Act first coming into ope-
ration. The address which you delivered to the negroes appears to me to have
been well calculated to dispel any delusions which they may have laboured
under, and the results of your exertions are gratifying.
The provisional appointment of stipendiary magistrates was indispensable,

‘owing to the non-arrival of persons from this country to discharge the duties.
I find, upon inquiring, that the delay in sending out such persons has arisenfrom

the
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the difficulty of meeting with individuals willing to accept the situations and
qualified for such an employment in a Colony where the language spoken is
French; but I beg to assure you that the quota of magistrates for St. Lucia
will be despatched to your assistance without further loss of time.

I have, &c.
(signed) 7. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 330.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Lucia, 19 August 1834.
I nave the honour to forward herewith the following Public Acts, viz.:
No. '7. A Proclamation dividing the Island of St. Lucia into three judicial

districts, and defining the limits of the said districts, dated 1st August 1834.
No. 4. An Ordinance enacted by the Lieut.-governor and the Legislative

Council on the 1st August, for fixing and determining the number of hours
per week which shall be allowed to pradial apprenticed labourers for the cul-
tivation of their provision grounds, &c.

No. 8. A Proclamation, issued in consequence of various false reports being
prevalent respecting the state of the population in distant parts of the Island,
and cautioning all persons against spreading reports calculated to mislead the
public mind.

No. 5. An Ordinance passed by the Lieut.-governor and Legislative Council
on the 18th August, for providing for the acquiescence of the minority of the
predial apprenticed labourers in the apportionment of task-work, &c. &c.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Dudley Hill, Lieut.-governor.

 

— No. 331.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieut.-governor
Sir Dudley Hill.

Sir, Downing-street, 28 October 1834.
I navE received and have laid before the King your Despatch of the 19th

of August last, enclosing two Proclamations issued by yourself, for dividing
the Island of St. Lucia into three judicial districts, and defining the limits of
the said districts; and ‘in consequence of various false reports being preva-
lent respecting the state of the population in distant parts of the Island, and
cautioning all persons against spreading reports calculated to mislead the
public mind ;” and enclosing two Ordinances, enacted by yourself and the
Legislative Council of St. Lucia, ‘for fixing and determining the number of
hours per week which shall be allotted to preedial apprenticed labourers for the
cultivation of their provision grounds, and also for regulating the apportion-
ment of the 45 hours per week during which predial apprenticed labourers
are required by law to work for the benefit of their employers ;” and “ for
providing for the acquiescence of the minority of the predial apprenticed
abourers in the apportionment of task-work, and also providing for the com-
pensation compellable from apprenticed labourers absenting themselves from
the service of their employers.”

I have received His Majesty’s commands to signify to you that he has been
graciously pleased to approve and to confirm the Proclamations and Ordinances
which have been so promulgated and enacted.

I have, &c.
(signed) T. Spring Rice.
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— No. 332. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-governor Sir Dudley Hill to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Government House, St. Lucia, 26th

August 1834.

Tue Despatches which I had the honour to transmit in the early part of
this month will have apprized you that the abolition of slavery excited in this
Island no other emotions amongst theparties most interested than those
which so happy and great an event would naturally produce, nor did there
result then, nor has there been exhibited since, any demonstration of public
feeling which could give me serious uneasiness respecting the preservation of
tranquillity throughout the Colony.

In announcing to you the continuance of this state of things, I think it
right to glance at some of the measures adopted. Imay safely mention as
the first of these measures, (and as one to which my earliest and most strenuous
exertions were directed) the dispelling from the minds of the proprietors an
idea of the necessity or expediency of making a display of military force, with
which they were so strongly impressed, that one influential party represented
to me, in terms approaching to remonstrance, the impossibility of preserving
peace unless the police should be supplied with fire-arms and ammunition.

I need hardly say that to such counsel my own judgment would have led
me to object, even were it not, as I conceive it to be, opposed to the just and
humane policy of His Majesty’s Government ; and to them it will no doubt be
as gratifying to learn, as it is in the highest degree satisfactory to me to inform
you, that the present orderly conduct of the labourers justifies the favourable
opinion I entertain of their quiet and peaceable disposition.

I feel, however, that so necessary was it to disallow the spirit which would
have induced many to secure the continuance of their labourers’ industry, or
as they would term it, the safety of the Colony, by an unusual display at this
time of armed force; so necessary was it to discountenance the reports of
general insubordination, nay, even of rebellion, which from distant parts of the
Island were constantly pouring into the Government office, that had they not
been counteracted on my part by a personal investigation into their accuracy,
their exaggeration being undetected, steps would possibly have been taken
against an imaginary danger, which might really have caused the very evil the
reporters seemed to deprecate.

Having thus, then, by my earliest measures endeavoured to prevent any ill
consequences from the unadvised conduct of one class of the population, my
anxious attention was directed to the other, and in a second visit to the coun-

try districts, I had the pleasure to observe that there were no exceptions to
the general good behaviour of the labourers, save those which, arising from
simple misapprehension of their new rights, could be remedied gradually and

temperately, and except also those breaches of discipline which amongst a
large body of people would occur under any system of cumpulsory labour, and
which were not less frequent under that just abolished.

For offences of the latter description the special magistracy might safely use

their power, but for the former there was no better antidote than an unreserved

communication from some unquestionable authority; this task I again under-

took, and, as I have every reason to suppose, not unsuccessfully.

I feel indeed fully warranted by present appearances in allowing His Ma-

jesty’s Government to entertain an expectation that St. Lucia will continue

free from those commotions to which, I learn. with regret, the tranquillity of

Trinidad, St. Christopher, and other Islands, have been temporarily exposed,
and I beg you to be assured that I shall not fail to devote all my energies to
realize this expectation.
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—No. 333.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieut.-governor
Sir Dudley Hill.

Sir, Colonial Office, 11 October 1834.
I HAVE just received your very satisfactory Despatch of the 26th August,

which I have lost no time in laying before theKing.
It is most gratifying to His Majesty’s feelings to be informed that the Act

for the Abolition of Slavery has been carried into effect in St. Lucia with the
entire success so well described in your Despatch. His Majesty rejoices to
learn that this great change has been effected without exciting any other emo-
tion among the parties most interested than those which so important an im-
provement in their social condition would naturally produce, and that you
entertain no serious apprehensions respecting the preservation of internal
tranquillity.
You have acted with good sense and discretion in declining to make any

display of military force, so long as the public peace was not disturbed. The
interposition of the military authorities should be reserved for such exigencies
only as render a recourse to that ultimate remedy unavoidable. To act upon
other principles is not only to misapply the means of Government, but to
impair, if not to destroy, the permanent efficiency of the civil power.

But the same discretion which induced you to decline resorting to such
measures under the circumstances you have described, would I am sure have
led you to apply all the means at your disposal, had the real interests of the
Colony, or the lives and property of His Majesty’s subjects, been exposed to
real danger; I am however relieved by the satisfactory nature of your com-
munication from the painful necessity of contemplating any such alternative.
A very important duty remains to be executed by you and all others con-

ducting the functions of government in His Majesty’s West-Indian Colonies.
In carrying into effect the provisions of the Abolition Act, you will J am sure
feel yourself called upon to assist the employers in obtaining from the appren-
tices the amount of labour to which by law they are entitled ; and on the other
hand you will apply your constant and most sedulous attention to secure to
the labourer the full possession of every right and privilege conferred on him
bylaw. By this union of firmness and strict impartiality, it is His Majesty’s
earnest hope that the new social system produced by the great change made in
the condition of the apprenticedlabourer may be matured and perfected, and
the productive industry of the Colony and the pecuniary interests of the pro-
prietors of land may also be secured.

His Majesty commands me to convey his gracious approval of your conduct
to you; and to those who have co-operated with you, his gracious approbation.

I have, &c.
(signed) 7.8. Rice.

 

—No. 334. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-governor Sir Dudley Hill to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, St. Lucia, 28 November 1834.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch dated

11th October last, in which you conveyed to me the highly gratifying an-
nouncement of His Majesty’s most gracious approval of my conduct.

I would respectfully take leave to express my deep sense of this honour,
and to assure you that I shall sedulously study to give effect to those wise and
Just views which His Majesty has been pleased to express in relation as well to
the legal claims of the employer on his apprentice as to the secure possession
by the latter of the rights and privileges lately conferred on him.

I avail myself of the present occasion to report that I have this day com-
pleted a tour of the whole Island, which was undertaken to explain to the
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apprentices the apportionment that can by law be made during the season of
crop of the 40 hours’ labour per week to which the employer is entitled; and
I have the pleasure to state, that in a very ample opportunity of learning the
sentiments of the managers, I became acquainted with but very few complaints
against their gangs, and was equally gratified, on special inquiry from the latter,
to find this state of things to be reciprocal.

I have, &c.
(signed) Dudley Hill.

 

— No. 335. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-governor Sir Dudley Hill to Mr.
Secretary Spring Rice, dated St. Lucia, 3 Nov. 1834.

Stnce I had the honour of forwarding my last Despatches, an Ordinance
has passed the Legislative Council, and is herewith transmitted :.

No. 7, An Ordinance to abolish the office of Commissary Commandant, and
to substitute in lieu thereof the title and jurisdiction of a Justice of the Peace;
by which several objects of no little importance were effected.
The duties of the situation are defined and comprised in one law, instead of

being derived from a mixture of ordinances, mandates from the Governor, and
even from alleged usage; and some advantage is obtained by giving a designa-
tion to the appointment, which may serve as an indication of an approach to a
system more nearly resembling that of the mother country.

I have included all the special justices in the general commission of the
peace, which was issued on the promulgation of this ordinance; andI trust
this extension of their authority over all persons indiscriminately will give
increased efficacy to their exertions in behalf of that numerous class for whose
protection they were at first specially appointed ; and on the other hand, having
increased the number of voluntary magistrates under the Order in Council of
5th June last, I fully expect that its provisions will receive no less watchful
attention than formerly.

1 beg to inform you that in the course of the present month it is my inten-
tion again to make a tour through the whole Island, for the purpose of explain-
ing to the apprentices the second clause of the ordinance, No. 4, enacted on
the ist August last, and I trust by so doing to obviate any misapprehension
they may entertain respecting the apportionment during crop of their legal
hours of labour, which at that period may be distributed differently, though
not in the aggregate exceeding the specified term of 40 hours per week.

It is with no ordinary satisfaction that I profit by this opportunity to inform
you that the tranquil and orderly conduct of the apprenticed labourers fully
justifies my giving you an assurance which cannot fail to be gratifying to His
Majesty’s Government, and that is, that the abolition of slavery has not up to
this period interrupted the industry which was customary previously to that
happy event; and I may be forgiven for adding, that in an unusually fine season
and an escape from the desolating scourge which so fearfully visited the closely
neighbouring Colony of Dominica, Providence has given to this Island addi-
tional and very marked motives for thankfulness.

 

— No. 336.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Lieutenant-governor
Sir Dudley Hill.

Sir, Downing-street, 22 December 1834.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 3d

November last, transmitting two Ordinances of the Legislature of St. Lucia.
No. 7, to abolish the office of Commissary Commandant, and for other

purposes;
No. 8, to consolidate and amend the Militia Laws of the Island ;—andI shall

-take the earliest opportunity of communicating to you the decision which
His Majesty may be pleased to form upon these ordinances. It
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It has afforded His Majesty’s Government the highest satisfaction to receive
from you the assurances contained in the last paragraph of your Despatch, that
the quiet and orderly conduct and industrious habits of the apprenticed labourer
are such as would justify you in anticipating the most happy results from the
abolition of slavery in the Colony under your government.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Aberdeen.

 

—No. 337. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill
to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice; dated St. Lucia, 31 December 1834.

I wavr the honour to transmit herewith the following public Act, passed by
the Legislative Council of this Colony, which I request you will be pleased to
submit for His Majesty’s approbation, viz.:
“An Ordinance enacting and ordaining certain Rules and Regulations ¢

respecting the Rural Police Establishments, and respecting Houses of Correc-
tion and Penal Gangs, within the Island of St. Lucia.”

 

— No. 338. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Lieutenant-governor
Sir Dudley Hill; dated Downing-street, 8 April 1835.

Tue Ordinance passed by yourself and the Council of St. Lucia, in the
month of December last, fixing the taxes for the service of the year 1835,
imposes a poll-tax upon the apprenticed labourers, to be paid by themselves,

' except in the case of domestic servants. In anticipation of the probable disal-
lowance of this enactment, it is provided that, in that contingency, the impost
should be transferred from the apprenticed labourer to his employer. His

_ Majesty has been pleased to disallow so much of this law as subjects the
apprenticed labourer to any share of the burthen; the result will consequently
be not to diminish the annual revenue, but to render the proprietary body
liable to the payment of the whole.
Although described by the same name, no two sources of revenue can be

more distinct in their principle, or in their effects, than a poll-tax, exigible
indifferently from every adult member of the colonial society, and the poll-tax
which was formerly payable by the owner of slaves, calculated upon the num-
ber which he might happen to possess. His Majesty cannot sanction an enact-
ment in which due regard is not had to the distinctions between the rich and
the poor, and between those who have and those who have not the bodily
strength necessary for earning the means of payment. A still more weighty
objection is founded on the inequality of an impost which confounds together,
in one equal pecuniary liability to the State, those who have the entire command
of their time and the choice of their own employment, and those who, during
three-fourths at least of the working hours of every day, are bound by law to
labour in the service of another, for a fixed remuneration, intended to supply
their indispensable wants only.
The Ordinance establishing rules and regulations for the rural police

contains a clause, numberéd 12, of which the indirect effect would seem to be
that of rendering it illegal for an apprenticed labourer to quit the plantation to
which he may belong, without the consent of his employer. There is no
objection to this rule, if properly qualified. No restraint should be placed on
the apprentice proceeding to any place of public worship, or to the public
market, or to his own place of abode, when beyond the limits of the estate, or
to any neighbouring place where he may have engaged himself to labour for
hire, it being carefully provided that none of these causes of absence should be
available as a reason for the neglect of his appropriate duties during the 45
hours of weekly labour which are due by law to the employer. The Ordinance
shouldbe $0 far amended as to obviate this objection.
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i —No. 339.—

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Lieutenant-governor Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill
to Lord Glenelg; dated Government House, St. Lucia, 26 June 1835,

No. 339. I nave the honour to transmit herewith the following public Act, passed by
the Legislative Council of this Government, viz.:

Ordinance, 15June  “ An Ordinance for amending and explaining part of the 12th clause of an
18353printedin the Ordinance respecting the Duties of the Rural Police in apprehending Absentee
Appx: (B), No. ©3- Anprenticed Labourers in the Island of St. Lucia.”

This Ordinance has been framed for the purpose of amending the 12th clause
of the Ordinance establishing rules and regulations for the rural police, as
directed by Despatch of 8th April last; and I trust it will be found sufficient
to obviate the objection therein made.

 

— No. 340.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-governor
Sir Dudey Hill. :

Sir, Downing-street, 3 August 1835.
No. 340. I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Order in Council, Council, dated the 31st ult., declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision
31 July 1835; hath been made in the Colony of St. Lucia, for giving effect to an Act of Par-
printed in Appen- Jiament, made in the 3d and 4th year of His present Majesty, for the abo-

aixofPart2(B), Jition of slavery. I have, &ave, Cc.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

 

HONDURAS.

— No. 341. —

HONDunas, Cory of a LETTER from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to Colonel Cockburn,

| Sir, Downing-street, 21 May 1833.

No. 341. Mr. Secretary STANLEY has desired me to send to you, for your informa-
Vide Parl, Papers, tion, a copy of the Circular Despatch, dated the 20th instant, and addressed

Part I, printed 16 with some modifications to the Governors of those of His Majesty’s Colonies
July 1835,No.177, in which slavery exists.
Pe 3s You will by this means be in more complete possession of the views of His

Majesty’s Government on the subject of the extinction of slavery, than if Mr.

Stanley had written to you a separate Despatch applicable only to thepeculiar

circumstances of the Settlement which you superintend.
Upon this, the first announcement of the benevolent designs of HisMajesty’s

Government, Mr. Stanley relies upon your adopting a line of conduct similar

to that which is recommended in the Circular to the Governor to whom it is

addressed ; and upon your exertion of the decision, prudence and caution which

the critical circumstances of the time may render peculiarly necessary.

T have, &c.

(signed) John Lefevre.
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— No. 342.—

Cory of a LETTER from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre.

Sir, Government House, Honduras, 17 July 1833.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st May,

enclosing Mr. Secretary Stanley’s Circular Despatch of the preceding day; in
reference to both of which I beg you will assure Mr. Secretary Stanley that no
exertion shall be wanting on my part to fulfil the instructions which have thus
been transmitted to me. ‘This Settlement I am happy to say is, and has been
for some time past, perfectly quiet and tranquil; some anxiety certainly pre-
yails, both on the part of the slaves and their owners, as to the result of the Bill
which all parties are now fully aware is about to be brought before Parliament
for laying the groundwork for the extinction of slavery ; butI do not apprehend
that any disturbance or insubordination will arise, provided the question is set
at rest within a given time. Well disposed, however, as all parties in this Set-
tlement now are, protracted anxiety might lead to dangerous excitement.
I calculate our slave population to amount to 3,000; and would beg to call your
attention to the fact, that the anomalous description of this place wili exclude
them from the benefit of the proposed Act for their relief, unless the Settlement
of Honduras is specially alluded to therein. I would also observe, that it has
long been the custom here to sell slaves for their freedom ; that is, an owner
wishing to do a service to the slave, binds himself, or sells the slave to another
on condition to give himfreedom after a limited number of years. Thus 4
sells a slave (worth perhaps 4002. currency) to B for 250/., upon condition that

- said slave shall be entitled to his freedom at the end of seven years. Now,
perhaps at the passing of the proposed Bill said slave will have served four
years out of the seven ; how then will the Bill affect him? Will he have a right
to claim being apprenticed for the remaining three years? or, if he prefers the
stipulations under which he was last sold to those of the proposedBill,must he
continue subject to the rigours of slavery for that period There are very many
cases of the above description now in this Settlement, and I am therefore the
more anxious to receive instructions thereon. There is another point on which
I would also request information: many slaves are too old and feeble to work
at all; some are prevented from so doing by wounds or bodily infirmities, and
others from mental incapacity ; what is to become of these? Are their owners
still bound to provide for them; can such claim to be apprenticed; and will
any remuneration be allowed to the owners on their account? I also feel some
doubt as to whether apprentices are to be considered as the property of their
masters; that is, whether in the event of the death or insolvency of a master,
the remainder of the service of an apprentice can be claimed by his heirs, or
taken in execution by his creditors.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Francis Cockburn,

Colonel Commanding.

 

— No. 343.—

Cory of a NOTE from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Colonel Cockburn.

Mr. Secretary STANLEy presents his compliments to Colonel Cockburn, and
transmits herewith the copy of a Circular Despatch which he has addressed to

HONDURAS.

No. 342.

No. 343.
19 October.

763

the Governors of the West India Legislative Colonies, relating to the Govern- VideParl.Papers,
ment measures for the abolition of slavery; and Mr. Stanley requests that Part I, printed 16,
Colonel Cockburn will consider it as addressed to himself, so far as the provisions oyE35» No.177;
of the measure may be applicable to the Settlement of Honduras.

_ Colonial-office, 19 Oct. 1833,
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Extract of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Stanley;
dated Government House, Honduras,29 October 1833.

I nave.the honour to transmit herewith, for your perusal and consideration,
a Memorial, drawn up by the principal slave owners and inhabitants of Hon.
duras, in reference to the late Act for the Abolition of Slavery. To each of the
statements this memorial contains I have given the utmost attention, and I
consider it but justice on my part to bear testimony to the fairness and accu.
racy which prevails throughout. The fact so much dwelt upon, of the slaves
and free labourers having been employed under the same rules and regulations,
is beyond dispute. I have made it a point to visit the mahogany works, with
a@ view to ascertaining the treatment experienced by the slaves, anda happier
or more contented set of beings I have seldom seen. The description of their
labour varies according to the seasons of the year, but at no period has anobjec-
tion ever been raised on account of overwork. During the trucking or d
season, the cutter, of necessity, avails himself of the coolness of the night for
getting out his wood ; but so far from this being objectionable, I feel certain
the slaves, were it left to their own option, would by no means wish it to be
otherwise. I have witnessed this species of mahogany harvest-home with the
greatest pleasure; a more enlivening scene cannot be imagined. ‘The roads in
many places over which the trucks must pass are cut through luxuriant palm
groves; the cattle are of the finest description, the men in the highest
spirits, and the whole scene most brilliantly illuminated by the numerous pitch-
pine torches with which it is accompanied. On these, as on other occasions,
the free labourer and slave work together ; but though with the gangs for months
together, it would be impossible to discover the one from the other, unless they
were separately pointed out. It is true I have had occasion to notice some
instances of cruelty and oppression towards the slaves, but this, as far as my
experience goes, has invariably been confined to those employed for domestic
purposes, andstrange to say, in almost every instance, under the direction or
at the instigation of females; but such cases, I am happy to say, have been
very few, much fewer in proportion to our numbers, (and I say it to the honour
of the Settlement,) than in any other part of the world where slavery has pre-
vailed. The amount to be awarded by the Commissioners in remuneration for
slaves in this Settlement will, I should think, under the stipulation of clause 45
of the Slave Bill, be of a higher amount than in any of:the Colonies: 300 /. and
400/. currency have been common prices for healthy active labourers, and
females have borne a proportionate value: however, be the remuneration what
it may, it is of vital importance to the welfare of the owners that they should
receive the same with the least possible delay, and on this point I would respect-
fully solicit your particular attention to the last paragraph but one of the me-
morial. Slave property, as therein stated, is almost the only security on which
it has been possible to raise money for years past, or on the faith of which
advances in provisions, and other articles which cannot be dispensed with, are
made by the merchants to the mahogany cutters. This resource is now at an
end ; for under the existing uncertainty, and the consequent depression in the
value of slaves, this species of property could only be disposed of at a ruinous
sacrifice. Persons employed in the Colonies are connected with houses in
England, on which they can fall back in case of need; but not so in this Settle-
ment: bere the mahogany cutter depends on himself alone; he has no mort-
gagees with mutual interest to support his credit; the little he has is his own,
but it is his all. I have gone into the point more at large, in the anxious hope
that, as the 62d clause of the Bill vests the power of making all laws for this
place, relating to the emancipation of slaves, in His Majesty in Council, the
arrangements for Honduras may be at once decided on; and believe me, Sir,
you cannot confer a greater boon on its inhabitants than by using’ your powerful
influence to this effect.

Should any reference be deemed expedient to either magistrates, public meet-
ing or inhabitants, I feel satisfied that one and all will cordially and zealously
-endeavour to fulfil the wishes of His Majesty’s Government.

I cannot
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I cannot conclude this letter without again referring to the loyalty and good
feeling which prevails throughout this Settlement, and I am the more prompted in

so doing by the conviction that it is the best means I can adopt ofrecommending
the memorial now transmitted to your attention and favourable consideration.

 

Enclosure in No, 344.

Meeting of Inhabitants, Slave Proprietors, and Representatives of Absentees, held at the
Court-house, Belize, Honduras, the 21st day of October 1833.

Witt1AM GENTLE, esq. was unanimously chosen chairman, and stated, “ that this
meeting, comprising the principal slave proprietors of the Settlement, and also representing
the principal absentees, is convened for the purpose of taking into consideration the Bill
passed by Parliament for the abolition of slavery; and conformable with the 44th clause
thereof, to elicit an expression of the sentiments of the colonists thereon, and of calling on
them for their aid in carrying the same into effect.”
A deputation, consisting of the chairman, John S. August and George Hyde, esqrs., were

then appointed to wait upon His Majesty’s Superintendent, and having returned, the chair-
man stated that His Majesty’s Superintendent had nothing particular to communicate to
the meeting excepting the Bill, but that he would be ready to co-operate with the meeting
in any measure for the welfare of the Settlement.
At the request of some of the members, sundry clauses of the Bill were read to the

meeting.

The following Resolutions were read, and unanimously agreed to:
1st. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that every facility should be given

in carrying into effect the measures adopted by Parliament for the extinction of negro slavery,
and that the members of this meeting are ready and willing to co-operate accordingly, so far
as the peculiar local situation of the Settlement will admit, from the assurance of justice
being done the proprietors of slaves in the appropriation of the compensation money voted
by Parliament.

2dly. Resolved, That in consequence of the very high price of labour in this. Settlement,
a corresponding high value has always been placed upon slaves; the proprietors are there-
fore in justice entitled to a proportionate compensation.

3dly. Resolved, That by a long course of mild treatment, and a liberal portion of the
fruits of their labour having been bestowed on them towards promoting their personal com-
fort, the slave population of this Settlement are brought to an advanced state of improve-
ment; in proof thereof, the same regulations by which they are governed in the business of
wood-cutting, which is here their only employment, is applied to the free labourers, who
voluntarily place themselves under the same regulations and management in every respect.

4thly. Resolved, That in the detail of such regulations as may be made for the government
of apprenticed labourers, should the same materially interfere with the present system of the
Slave and free labourer working in conjunction, it will be the means of rendering the services
of the former class unavailable, and defeat the object of combining the welfare of the ne
with the interest of the proprietors; for that, during two months of the year, or the trucking
season, the business of wood-cutting cannot be carried on by limiting the labourers to a
certain number of hours work per day; and if such is persisted in, wood-cutting by
apprenticed labourers must be abandoned.

Sthly. Resolved, That it is to be hoped the protecting arm of His Majesty’s Government
will be extended towards this Settlement, and by its especial care afford such salutary pro-
tection to the wood-cutters in the home market, so as to enable them to meet the additional
expense to be incurred by the new order of things and to compete with foreigners, otherwise
mahogany must cease to be an article of export from this Settlement.

_ 6thly. Resolved, That in order to ascertain the rate at which slaves have been sold for the
eight years previous to December 1830, agreeable to the Bill, the Committee hereafter to
be named be requested to call upon all persons who may have sold as well as those who have
purchased slaves within the specified time, to give in lists of sale or purchase, showing the
names of the slaves and price, and to affix an affidavit to the same.

_ Jithly. Resolved, That the members of the Supreme Court and magistrates shall form a
jomt committee for the purpose of carrying into effect the object of this meeting; and that
&memorial be prepared to accompany these resolutions and founded thereon, be laid before
his Excellency His Majesty’s Superintendent, with a request that the same be laid before
His Majesty’s Government; and that when the committee assembles on business, five shall
orm @ quorum.

8thly. Resolved, That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be also forwarded to the
agent for the Settlement.
_ The chairman then proposed that this meeting do adjourn until Saturday next, the 26thinstant, which was unanimously agreed to,
Q78—11,
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Saturday, 26 October 1833.

The meeting adjourned from Monday the 21st instant, re-assembled this day; William
Gentle, esq., in the chair.
The chairman then laid before the meeting the following Memorial to His Majesty's

Superintendent, drawn up by the committee, according to the 7th Resolve of the 2ist
instant, which was ordered to be read, and was unanimously approved of and adopted b
the meeting. y

 

To his Excellency Colonel Cockburn, His Majesty’s Superintendent, Commander-in-Chief,
&e. Ke. Ke.

WE the inhabitants of the British Settlement of Honduras, slave proprietors and repre-
sentatives of absentees, in public meeting assembled, beg leave to approach yourExcellency
with feelings of the most profound respect.

In presenting your Excellency with these resolutions at this momentous crisis of colonial
affairs, we rely with confidence on a continuance of that deep interest you have invariably
manifested in promoting the welfare and interest of this Settlement; and we beg to assure
yourExcellency that these resolutions have been passed fully confiding in the justice and
onour of His ajesty’s Ministers, and in the firm belief that sufficient compensation will

be given to us, the proprietors, for losses sustained by the alienation of property solemnly
guaranteed by the British nation. .
By placing before your Excellency a true and comprehensive statement of the actual con-

dition of the slave population of this Settlement, we will best explain the resolutions of our
meeting, and the reasons why a high value has always been placed upon our slaves, inde-
pendent of the prices at which they have been actually sold; and from the knowledge your

xcellency has acquired of the real state of that class of persons, by several years’ residence
amongst us, you will be able duly to appreciate its correctness.

In the first place, the slaves of this Settlement receive by custom the benefit of one sixth
part of their labour, or one day in the week ; for this they are paid by their master, whether
sick or well, every six months, without any deduction, at the rate of 3s. 4d. per day, or
81. 13s. 4d. per annum. They receive stipulated quantities of clothing yearly.
The slave and free labourer, whether in the mahogany works or at Belize, are provided

with an equal weekly allowance of the best Irish mess pork, flour or plantains 5 the slave is
regularly supplied with a proportion. of spirits, tobacco, pipes, powder and shot, being in
ossession of fire arms: the above-mentioned articles, together with medical attendance,
rings the expense incurred for the maintenance of each slave to 20 l. sterling per annum.
The use of the cart-whip as a stimulus to labour, if ever in use, has entirely ceased, the

present generation know nothing of its existence; as the best proof of this, the hired free
abourer voluntarily-submits to and is under the same management as the slave.
During nine months of the year labour is performed by task-work, both by the free

labourer and slave, and this is generally finished in five and seldom exceeds six hours; the
remaining part of the day is spent as the slave thinks fit.

It may not be improper to observe that there are no gangs at present employed in cutting
mahogany exclusively composed of slaves, half of each gang being free labourers.
And while the freeman and slave labour together side by side, are subject to the same

restraint and management in every respect, eat, drink and sleep together, it is surely not
saying too much, that while slavery or compulsory labour exist under any shape as regards
this Settlement, there can scarcely be a medium between its present condition and unqualified
emancipation.
As regards female slaves, it may be observed, they are never employed in what may be

termed field labour, their duties being entirely of a household or domestic nature.
The humanity thus shown by the inhabitants of this Settlement towards their slaves, by

granting them so large a portion of their labour, and otherwise studying their comfort, has
proportionably rendered them valuable when compared with those differently treated; it has
at least brought them to that state of improvement, that they mix with and are governed in
the mahogany works in the same manner as the free labourers.

It is however necessary to remark, that the free labourers alluded to are for the most part
foreigners; few of the native free blacks possessing sufficient industry to induce them to
engage as labourers in the cutting of mahogany, being satisfied with a mere animal existence,
provided it is in indolence and idleness: a few instances to the contrary may be found, but
the above is their general character, without the possibility of contradiction.
From the foregoing statement of the relative situations of the free and slave labourers,

your Excellency will clearly perceive why so much anxiety has been evinced by the meeting
in framing their 4th resolution, in which they have endeavoured to point out the impossi-
bility of cutting mahogany by means of apprenticed labourers, with limited hours of labour,
duringa particular season of the year; for most assuredly during the dry season or trucking
time, if the work is not carried on during the night, which is the part of the 24 hours in
which the intense heat of the climate renders it absolutely necessary to drag out the wood,
as the oxen employed in this work, if worked during the heat of the day, would be per-
fectly unable to endure the fatigue; any alteration therefore of limiting the hours of work
of apprenticed labourers during the period above mentioned, will render it impossible to em-
ploy them in wood-cutting, the proprietors will be deprived of the benefit of their labour,

an
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and thus be compelled to abandon them, in which case they will be driven to the necessity
of cultivating smallspots of ground, earning thereby a bare subsistence, and in fact retro-

ding into a state of almost savage barbarism. It is worthy of remark, as regards the work
Sone in the night during the trucking season, whatever time it may occupy, more than an
equalportion of time is granted to the freeman and slaves during theday. ;

In reference to the high price of labour in this Settlement, we have to point out to your
Excellency, (as a belief may obtain that free labourers being easily procured, the loss sus-
tained in being deprived of our slaves will be lessfelt,) that free labour has been employed
in every possible way, and found of itself too expensive for wood-cutting to support.

In proof of this assertion, wehave appended to this communication a correct statement
of the expenses of a gang consisting of 36 free labourers ; this, when compared with the
expense incurred by the same number of slaves under similar circumstances, will show the
consequent loss sustained by the employer of freemen only. To this we beg to refer your

ney.
athe Nfatement alluded to, you will perceive that there isadifference of 24 7, in favour
of each slave annually, which is the true loss the proprietor sustains by the manumission of

heenay be argued that the chances of mortality will make a considerable reduction in the
number of slaves in the course of a certain number of years. To this we wouldanswer,
that in those establishments where the number of the sexes are nearly equal, it is a circum.
stance well known to every inhabitant of the Settlement that the natural increase more than
compensates for the contingencies of mortality, and this to a degree that willbear
rison with many healthy situations in Europe. Such being the actual state of thi
trust_your Excellency will perceive that our claim to more than ordinary compen
founded in justice and equity. Co
We will still trespass upon your Excellency’s time, in adverting to the great amount of

the imports and exports of this Settlement (sup orted by slave labour), and the consequent
comsumption of British manufactured goods,w ich, when comparedwith the small number
of inhabitants, is a strong argument why a higher scale of compensation should be used in
awarding us payment for our slaves, Wehave further to say, our claim to more than or-
dinary compensation has been fully recognised by His Majesty’s Government on a former
occasion, when payment was made to the proprietors of certain slaves emancipated by
Colonel Arthur. ; , ;

Finally, that as slave property is the principal stock or capitalavailable for thepurposes
of security for the payment ofdebts or advances made to the proprietors in their business
of mahogany cutting, unless speedily compensated for the same, great inconvenience, if
not ultimate ruin, will be entailed on the greater part of them. ;
We shall now. conclude, with expressing a hope thatyour Excellency will be pleased to

take into your serious consideration a subject of such vital importance to this Settlement ;
andat ‘the same time we beg to assure you, that nothing but a wish that the teat losses
that must accrue to us maybe fully known to His Majesty’s Government has dictated this
address, and in the firm assurance that your Excellency’s best endeavours will be exercised
in protecting the interests of those under your government.

compa-

hgs, we
sation is

(signed) William Gentle. John Young, m. p.
William Mashall. W. H. Coffin.
J. M‘Donald.: J. S. August.
William Walsh. George Hyde.
Charles Evans.

 

Comparative STATEMENT of the Expense of Free and Stave Lazour.

SLAVE. £ os. d.FREE. £. s. d. | Saturday’s pay - - 9- -10 3 months’ wages, at 80s.| 42 — — 240lbs.pork - - -/ 12 ~ -220lbs. pork - - --/ 41 - — 360 quarts flour - -| 1 - -324 quarts flour -  -{ 1310 - Tobacco andrum + - 21 8Tobacco and rum - - 21 8 Medical attendance - - 1- -Medicine = - - ~~ -10 - Sugar 6s. 8d.,Osnaburg 20s.| 1 6 8Houses - - - « ~10 - Red frocks, shoes, &c. - 3 - -
Christmas allowance - - i- -
Houses - - - - 1t--

£. 69 11 8 £.) 45 8 4
terreieeea

   
A

Leaving a difference of24 1, which a free labourer costs more than a slave, and which is thetrue loss the proprietor sustains annually by the emancipation of his slave. Thirty-six freelabourers, at 69 1. each per annum, amounts to 2,484, and 36 slaves, at 451., according tothe above statement, amounts to 1,620, leaving a balance of 8642. in favour of slavelabour for every gang composed of 36 hands, and which additional charge wood-cuttingCannot support. There is a difference in the quantity of provisions allowed each class, which
278—1I. arises
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arises from the circumstance that the slave receives provisions for the whole year, includ;
all lost time, the hired labourer only for the time he is employed. ns

(signed) William Gentle, Chairman.

The chairman having left the chair, it was taken by William Walsh, esq.; and the thanks
of the meeting were unanimously given to the late chairman for his able conduct in the
chair.
The meeting was then closed.

 

— No. 345, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Stanley,

Sir, Government House, Honduras, 10 Jan. 1834.
Havine duly received the copy of the Act of Parliament, 3 & 4 William 4,

c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery, as also the minute of a proposed Order in
Council, dated 19th October, descriptive of those measures to be taken by the
Governors, Council and General Assemblies in the Colonies possessing repre-

sentative legislatures, or by the local legislatures in the Colonies subject to
His Majesty’s legislative authority, I lost no time in affording to the members
of the Supreme Court, and to the Bench of Magistrates, an opportunity of
perusing these documents ; I also communicated to the same persons the sub-
stance of your circular Despatch of the same date as that of the Order in Coun-
cil, and in conformity with their wish I subsequently called a public meeting
for the purpose of making more generally known the contents of the Act of
Parliament, and of the proposed Order in Council. A copy of the message I
sent down to the meeting on the occasion is herewith enclosed.
The meeting (which assembled on the 13th Dec.) appeared to take great in-

terest in the subject offered to consideration, and having appointed a committee
to draw up such remarks as it might be deemed expedient to offer on the occa-
sion, adjourned to the 31st December; having re-assembled on that day, they
again adjourned to the 10th January (this day), and I have just been informed
that a further adjournment has taken place until the 25th instant. There is
every wish expressed by the leading persons, indeed I may say by all of this
community, to meet to their utmost, and to be satisfied with, the views and
intentions of His Majesty’s Government; still, however, I cannot see any suffi-
cient cause for the delay which has taken place, and I therefore feel the more
anxious to receive your definite instructions, and the necessary authorities, as
mentioned in the '72d clause for carrying the Act into effect in the settlement
of Honduras. These once received, I shall anticipate no positive difficulty
in our further proceedings. The authority first required is the Order of the
King in Council for establishing a registry of slaves. The appointment of the
Commissioners is also anxiously looked for. With respect to the special justices,
I have stated in a former Despatch that two or three, making Belize their place
of principal residence, would best answer all the purposes requiredofthem.
One police settlement of one sergeant and 10 privates, in my opinion, would
also be quite sufficient, provided these men were also resident at Belize, and
subject to the orders and disposal of the special justices, either as constables,
or to act as boatmen, or in any other way their services might be required.
Under the 3d clause of the Bill several persons have already claimed and
received their freedom; there are, however, two points with respect to this

clause on which I beg to solicit your further instructions; viz. if aslave arrives
in England subsequent to the passing of the Act, and previous to the Ist Au-
gust 1834, the day on which slaves will become predial labourers, will such
slave be excluded from the benefit of claiming freedom?

If a woman was in England many years ago, will the children that she has

born subsequent to her return to this country, but previous to the passing of
the Act, have any claim to freedom ?

I have, &c.
(signed) Francis Cockburn.
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Government House, Honduras, 18 December 1833.
His Majesty’s Superintendent has called the present special public meeting for the pur-

ose of furnishing for its information two documents which have been officially transmitted
to him by Mr. Secretary Stanley.
The first is a copy of the Act of Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73, for the Abolition of

Slavery throughout the British Colonies. The second is the minute of a proposed Order in
Council indicative of the views of His Majesty’s Government as respects the various legis-
lative measures which remain to be taken in the Colonies for carrying into more detailed
effect the provisions of the said Act.
These documents being thus generally made known, His Majesty’s Superintendent has

only to add, that should the public meeting wish to offer any remarks thereon as applicable
to this Settlement, he shall most readily transmit the same for the information of the proper
authorities at home.

(signed) Fran. Cockburn.

 

— No. 346.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Colonel Cockburn.

Sir, Downing-street, 16 April 1834,
I wave received your Despatch of the 10th January, requesting explanations

on the following points; viz..
Ist. “ If a slave arrives ip England subsequent to the passing of the Act,

and previous to the 1st August 1834, the day on which slaves will become
predial labourers, will such slave be excluded from the benefit ofclaiming
freedom ?””

2d. “ Ifa woman was in England many years ago, will the children that
she has born subsequent to her return to Honduras, but previously to the
passing of the Act, have any claim to freedom r”

In answer to the Ist question, the 3d section of the Slavery Abolition Act,
3 & 4 Will. 4, e. 73, declares absolutely free “ all slaves who may at any time
previous to the passing of this Act have been brought, with the consent of their
possessors, and all apprenticed labourers who may hereafter, with the like con-
sent, be brought into any part of the United Kingdom.” Here is no reference
to the case ofa slave brought into this kingdom after the passing of this Act.
As this section was introductory of a new, and not declaratory of an existing
law, I think that persons in this predicament are not affected by it. The law
as it stood before the Act did not render freedom the consequence ofa tempo-
rary residence in this kingdom. My conclusion, therefore, is, that if between
the 28th of August 1833, the date of the Act, and the Ist of August 1834, the
time when slavery ceases, a slave should be brought by his owner from Hon-
duras to England, and should then. return from England to Honduras, such a
slave would not be emancipated under the 3d section, but would till the 1st of
August 1834 continue in slavery, and would then. become an apprenticed
labourer.

In answer to the 2d question, my opinion is, that if a woman who was for-
merly in this country returned to Honduras, and there resumed her servil con-
dition, and in that condition became the mother of children, the mother herself
would be emancipated by the 3d section of the Statute, but that the children
would not. The ground of this conclusion has already been noticed. The
clause in question confers the right, but does not recognisé its antecedent
existence. It isin the case supposed a statutory manumission of the mother,
and nothing is more clear than that a mother may be manumitted and her chil-
dren continue slaves. Had it been a statutory declaration that the mother’s
residence in England had the legal effect of an emancipation, it would have.
followed that from the commencement of that residence she could have born
none but children of free condition.

T avail myself of this opportunity to notice your Despatch of the 17th July
1888, which I received from you in September last ; and, with reference to the
Ist question therein proposed, respecting the duration of the apprenticeship of
those slaves who may already be entitled to freedom in expectancy, after a
fixed term of years, I have to transmit to you a copy of a communication which
278—IL1, I have
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I have received on the subject from the Commissioners of West India Com-
pensation, and to acquaint you with my concurrence in their opinion.
With regard to the maintenance of the negroes during the apprenticeship

and to the nature of the proprietary right to their services, upon whichpoints
you appear to have felt some doubt, I need only refer you to the 11th and 10th
clauses of the Slavery Abolition Act. It is obvious, however, that after the
expiration of the apprenticeship, the maintenance of the aged and infirm who
are unable to support themselves will fall upon the Settlement generally.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. G. Stanley.
 

Enclosure in No. 346.

Office of Commissioners of Compensation,
Sir, No. 25, Great George-street, 20 January 1834,
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, enclosin

an extract from a Despatch from the Superintendent of Honduras, in order that we may
take into consideration the questions arising out of it respecting persons held in slavery in
that Settlement, under the peculiar circumstances therein stated.
These circumstances and questions are set forth in the extract as follows:
“It has long been the custom here to sell slaves for their freedom, that is, an owner

wishing to doa service to the slave, binds himself, or sells the slave to another on condition
to give him his freedom after a limited number of years. Thus A. sells a slave (worth per-
haps 4001. currency) to B. for 250/., on condition that said slave shall be entitled to his
freedom at the end of seven years. Now, perhaps, at the passing of the proposed Bill said
slave will have served four years out of the seven; how then will the Bill affect him? Will
he havea right to claim being apprenticed for the remaining three years? or if he prefers the
stipulations under which he was last sold to those of the proposed Bill, must he continue
subject to the rigours of slavery for that period ?”
We have considered the very peculiar circumstances out of which those questions arise,

and though they appear to us to be of a description hardly withinour province, as relati
rather to the legal position of the slave than to any claim of compensation for their value, we
are of opinion that all such persons, being six years old or upwards, and registered as slaves
at the time of the passing of the Act, do in fact, by the first clause of the Act, become ap-
prenticed labourers.
We are further of opinion, that by the 2d clause of the Act, the party entitled to the

services of the slave will enjoy the benefit of those services in the character of an apprenticed
labourer during the remainder of the period of servitude stipulated between the parties
distinguished as A. and B., and for which abridged time the owner A. has received a
valuable consideration from the slave through B., but in no case can the stipulated time
of servitude extend beyond the term of apprenticeship limited by the Act.

. In this opinion our colleagues all concur.
We learn from good authority that the slaves in question do not amount to more than six

or seven.

 

We have, &c.
(signed) James Lewis.

Henry Fred. Stephenson.
To John Lefevre, Esq. &e. &e. &e. Hastings Elwin.

Colonial Office.

—No. 347. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Colonel Cockburn.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 January 1834.
I nave the honour to transmit to you, for your information and guidance, an

order passed by His Majesty in Council, for establishing a-registry of slaves in
24 Jan.; printed in the Settlement of Honduras.
ne Appendix (B),

0. 64.

No. 348.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. G. Stanley.

 

— No. 348. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Honduras, 15 March 1834.

In my Despatch of the 10th January last, I had the honour of reporting to

‘you that I had submitted to the public meeting here the proposed Order in
Council
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Council of the 19th October, and which had been draughted as more imme-
diately applicable to British Guiana, and that I had stated my readiness to
forward any remarks thereon for your information’ which the meeting might
wish to offer.
The meeting, which was in the first instance assembled on the 18th December,

adjourned from period to period until the 25th January, and I now enclose the
result of its deliberations.

I cannot say that I by any means agree with the meeting in the anticipation |
it has expressed of serious obstacles occurring to prevent the carrying the pro-
posed measure into effect. The point most feared and objected to appears to
be the appointment of special magistrates; an arrangement, in my opinion, of
vital importance to the peace and tranquillity of the Colonies, and the best,
indeed the only possible mode, of insuring justice alike to the owner and the
apprentice. ;
Two special magistrates, I have already stated, will I think be sufficient for this

Settlement, and I still think one police gang will suffice; but these I anxiously
hope will be sent out before the 1st of August next. Having in my former
Despatch alluded to this subject, I should not have troubled you upon it again,
but that I have heard the agent of this Settlement (Mr. Hyde) has offered an
opinion to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre unfavourable to the appointment of
special magistrates here, because the conduct and treatment of slaves has been
of a better description here than in other places, and I am therefore anxious
that my opinion should be known and recorded as at variance in this respect

_ with Mr. Hyde’s.
I have already borne testimony to the general kindness and consideration

with which slaves, particularly of late years, have been treated in this Settle-
ment; but I should by no means feel warranted in recommending that the
faults and omissions of apprenticed labourers, or the complaints made by them
against their owners, should continue to be heard and decided upon by courts
unavoidably composed, as the courts here must be, of persons who for so many
years have been slave owners themselves.

I have, &c.
(signed) §Francis Cockburn.

 

(Enclosure in No. 348.)

Honduras,\ At a special public meeting, convenedby order of His Majesty's Superintendent,
to wit. } and held at the Court House, Belize, Wednesday the 18th day of Dec. 1833,

William Gentle, esq., was unanimously chosen chairman,

A deputation, consisting of the chairman, Charles Evans and James M‘Donald, was a
pointed to wait upon His Majesty’s Superintendent, for the purpose of acquainting him that
the meeting had assembled.
The deputation having returned, the chairman informed the meeting that he had received

amessage from his Excellency, which was directed to be read to the meeting, as follows:

“ Government House, Honduras, 18 Dec. 1833.
“ His Majesty’s Superintendent has called the present special public meeting for thepurpose

of furnishing, for its information, two documents, which have been officially transmitted to
_ him by Mr. Secretary Stanley.

“ The first is a copy ofthe Act of Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73, for the abolition of
slavery throughout the British Colonies, &c. &c. &c.
“The second is the minute of a proposed Order in Council, indicative of the views of His

Majesty’ s Government as respects the various legislative measures which remain to be taken
in the Colonies, for carrying into more detailed effect the provisions of the said Act.
“These documents being thus generally made known, His Majesty’s Superintendent has

only to add, that should the public meeting wish to offer any remarks thereon as applicable
to this settlement, he shall most readily transmit the same for the information of the proper
authorities at home.

(signed) “ Francis Cockburn.”

_The thanks of the meeting were unanimously voted to His Majesty’s Superintendent for
his gracious message of the day.
With respect to the two documents which His Majesty’s Superintendent mentioned in his

message as being transmitted to him by Mr. Secretary Stanley, and for the consideration of
ne heue been pleased to call the meeting together, the chairman stated that the con-
— IT, tents
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. to.direct that such regulations as they deem meet to frame for furthering the purposes
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tents of the formerhe supposed were well known to all present, but the latter was ordered
to be read for their general information.

(Herefollow the Act of Parliament and the Printed Regulations.)

Moved by John Samuel August, esq., and seconded by John Young, m.D., that a com.
mittee, to consist of the members of the Supreme Court and the magistrates, be appointed
by this meeting to take into their immediate andserious consideration.the foregoing draft of
an Order in Council, with a view to reporting to this meeting in how far it may be necess
at this period to point out to the notice of His Majesty’s Government what material changes
may be required to adapt the enactments that may be framed for our guidance to the circum.
stances of the Settlement; and that the said committee do report thereon at an adjourned,
meeting, to be held on the 31st of December instant.

Carriedunanimously ; and the meeting adjourned accordingly.
(signed) William Gentle, Chairman.

. $1 December 1833,
The chairman stated, that it had escaped the observation of the meeting at the period of

its adjournment, that the time and attention of the members of the committee would be
necessarily engaged in other matter during the period of adjournment, andthat the com-

mittee is not prepared to lay anythin definitive before the meeting ; it was therefore moved
by George Hyde, and seconded by Alexander France, that the present meeting do stand ad-
journed till the 10th of January next.

Carried unanimously ; and the meeting adjourned accordingly.
(signed). William Gentle, Chairman.

10 January 1834,
The report of the committee was laid upon the table and read.
Here followed the report which was withdrawn at a subsequent meeting.
The meeting having taken into consideration the report of the committee, approve of the

same as far as it applies; and in consequence of the very great importance of the matter
under consideration, resolve to adjourn until the 25th instant, that the committee may then

report progress 5 and they add to the committee the names of Mr. Marshall Bennett and
Mr. William H. Coffin.

And the meeting was adjourned accordingly.

25 January 1834,
The chairman informed the meeting, that the committee had agreed to this final report,

which he would now cause to be read.
The following report was then read :
Report of the committee nominated at a public meeting of the inhabitants and slave pro-

prietors in the British Settlement of Belize, to whom it was referred to consider further of
eertain enactments which had been framed by His Majesty’s Government in reference to
British Guiana, for the purpose of carrying into effect the Act of the Abolition of Slaveryin
the British West Indian Colonies.
The committee having read and considered with great attention the several chapters of the

Order in Council relating to the British Guiana, have to observe, that as the public meeting
at their sitting in October last did in their remarks ‘on ‘the same subject nearly embrace all
the points contained in the Order in Council which can in any way apply to this Settlement,
little has been left for them to do.
The committee, however, cannot refrain from saying, that the mode of government to be

adopted towards the apprenticed labourer and his master, as laid down in the Order in Council,

appears to them in itself so novel and difficult to be acted upon, that they anticipate serious
obstacles in carrying its different measures into effect, especially as regards the duties of
the stipendiary magistrates, in a Settlement where the apprenticed labourers will be neces-
sarily scattered over an extensive tract of country, and the committee are further borne out
on this question by the following facts:

ist. That in the few instances in which the slave has had occasion to complain of his
owner, or vice versi, either party appeals to the courts of judicature established in the
Settlement.

2d. That crimes of a more serious nature, whether committed by the free man or slave,
invariably have the same measure of justice, the offender being tried in the Supreme Cri-
minal Court ‘of the Settlement, at which His Majesty’s Superintendent presides, the same

being established under royal authority, and the whole of its proceedings conformable to the

laws of England ; consequently the same protection is afforded to the slave as the free, and
that in minor cases in the inferior courts the same practice is always resorted to.

The committee having nothing further to add at this time, concludewith expressing an

earnest and anxious hope, that His Majesty’s Government will in their wisdom bepleased
0 e

Slavery Abolition Bill, being without the test of experience, that a suspending Poetbe
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vested in the Governor to alter and amend such parts thereof as may, when put in practice,

be found unsuitable and inapplicable.

(signed) William Gentle. Marshal Bennett.
J. M‘Donald. John Young.
William Mashail. George Hyde.
Charles Evans. W. H. Coffin.

Moved by William H. Coffin, esq., and seconded by Richard C. Wardlaw, esq., that the
report made by the committee to this meeting on the 10th January instant be withdrawn,

and that the chairman of the committee be allowed to substitute in its place the report just
now made.

Carried unanimously.

Resolved unanimously, that this meeting approve of the report ofthe committee now read,
and adopt the same as their answer to his Excellency His Majesty’s Superintendent’s message
of the 18th December 1833, and most respectfullyrequest that his Excellency will be pleased
to transmit the same to the proper authorities.

' (signed) William Gentle, Chairman.

 

— No. 349. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to Colonel Cockburn.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 June 1834.
In the absence of Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, but by his directions, I have

the honour to transmit to you an order made on the 5th instant by His Majesty
in Council, for regulating the condition of apprenticed labourers in His Majesty's
Settlements at Honduras, in pursuance of the Statute ofthe 3d and 4th year of
His Majesty’s reign, for the Abolition of Slavery in the British Colonies.

In framing the Bill which was submitted to Parliament in their last session,
it did not escape the notice of His Majesty’s Government, that both the political
relations in which Honduras stands to this kingdom, and the many peculiarities
by which the internal economy of thatSettlement is distinguished from that of
all the other British possessions to which the Act applies, might give rise to many
difficulties in the pratical execution of it. To obviate questions arising from the
political state of Honduras, the 62d section of the Statute placed beyond doubt
the existence and extent of His Majesty’s legislative authority. To escape as
far as might be possible from those embarrassments which the peculiar employ-
ment of the slaves seemed likely to produce in the adaptation of the general
system to the exigencies of the Settlement, I had the honour, by Mr. Stanley’s
direction, to apply for assistance to Mr. James Hyde, a gentleman well known
to yourself and to the inhabitants at large, as long and intimately conversant
with the employments, interests and habits of the different classes of the local
population. From Mr. Hyde I accordingly received a letter replete with many
‘valuable suggestions. Of that letter I enclose a copy for your information.

In the absence of any specific advice from yourself for the guidance of His
Majesty’s Government in framing the necessary Order in Council, they have
been induced to attach the greater weight to the counsels with which Mr. Hyde
has favoured them ; and which indeed had been strongly recommended by their
inherent weight, and by their consistency with whatever could be learnt trom
other sources of intelligence.
The general result is, to show that the system introduced into the Colonies

of British Guiana, Trinidad and St. Lucia, can be extended to Honduras but
in a very partial and imperfect manner; and that in the adoption ofany part of
that system, it is necessary that there should always be on the spot resources suffi-
cient for the correction of any errors or oversights into which persons residing in
Europe must unavoidably fall in attempting such legislation. You will accord-
ingly perceive, that while the Order in Council has laid down the general rule,
that the Trinidad law on the subject of apprenticed labourers shall be trans-
ferred to Honduras, it at the same time authorizes you to introduce any excep-
tions to that general rule which you may think necessary, either by the subtraction
of what may be redundant, or by the addition of what may be wanting. Your
duty will therefore consist in maintaining the Trinidad order, as far as it may
278—I1, be

773

HONDURAS.

No. 349.
Order in Council,
5 June 1834,
printed in the Ap-
pendix (B), No. 65.

28 January.



774

HONDURAS.

Vide Parl. Papers,
Part 1, printed 16
July 1835, No. 177;
pages 16 to 24.

_ that such a police establishment would do more harm than
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be found practicable; relaxing, abridging or enlarging it, to meet those circum-
stances which here it was not possible with much confidence to anticipate.

I limit myself to these general remarks. It is not impossible that Mr. Spring
Rice may think it right, at some early period, to enter more at large into the
subject.

I have, &c.

(signed) John Lefevre.
 

Enclosure in No, 849.

Sir, St. Michael’s-alley, Cornhill, 28 January 1834,
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, trang-

mitting a copy of the heads of a proposed Order in Council, in furtherance of the Act for
the Abolition of Slavery, and requesting from me such observations thereon as my experience
as a merchant connected with Honduras enable me to offer, more especially as regards the
effects of such an order in that Settlement; and, in reply, I beg leave to observe, that the
regulations in the said proposed Order in Council being intended for British Guiana, are in
most respects inapplicable to Honduras, which not being an agricultural Colony, the slaves
hereafter to be apprenticed have not been in any way attached to the soil or to plantations,
for during the principal part of their time the men have been, and must continue to be, dis-
persed in the woods of that extensive country, employed in cutting down and manufacturing
mahogany and dye woods, the natural produce of the Settlement, (and to which they are
restricted by the Convention Treaty with Spain of 1786), in the manner explained in the
letter I had the honour to address to Mr. Secretary Stanley, on the 15th instant, and to
which I beg leave to refer. The female slaves to be apprenticed have been, and must con-
tinue to be, employed as domestic servants, seamstresses, &c. And it appears to me that,
in respect to the slaves to be apprenticed in Honduras under the Act, nothing further is or
can be requisite or. necessary than to place them in all respects on a footing with any
white person under indentures for a certain term, except their being exempt from the civil
and military services and offices, during their apprenticeship, provided against in the 12th
clause of the Abolition Act. In this way the apprenticed labourer will have the same re-_
course to and protection from the court in the Settlement as any other of His Majesty’s
subjects; and the detailed regulations respecting special justices of the peace, and extra
police establishments, would be avoided and rendered unnecessary. “I have found, from a
residence and experience of upwards of 30 years in the Settlement, that the labour got from
the slaves was always in a great degree obtained through very great encouragement and con-
ciliation, and this must continue to be the case, because the slaves, when they thought they
were neglected or ill-used by their owners, were in the constant habit of crossing into the
Spanish settlements contiguous to the British district, where they were as free, being beyond
the reach of their masters; and as, on such occasions, they were sure to inveigle others to ac-
company them, the woodcutters in this way met with serious losses, which they could onl
hope to prevent by conciliating their slaves in every way in their power, and obtaining their
attachment, and which has produced a degree of cordiality and familiarity between master
and slave nowhere else known. And as the slaves to be apprenticed in Honduras are already
on a far better footing in every respect than the Abolition Act will entitle them to claim
during their apprenticeship, I would humbly suggest, the best thing that could be done for
the apprenticed labourers would be to engage their employers to continue to them, during the

riod of their servitude, the same allowances and indulgences they received as slaves, and
im return for the same quantum of labour as formerly, to be given according to the usage of
the Settlement, as explained in my letter of the 15th, before referred to. The usual labour
is within the number of hours per week allowed by the Act, although from necessity required
partly during the night for five or six weeks in the year during the trucking season. Hitherto
the slave hasworked but five days in the week for his master, being always paid for his
Saturday’s labour at the rate of half a dollar a day, besides being fed; and on Sunday they
never labour unless voluntarily, and in cases of necessity, and for which they are always so
liberally paid that they are glad to be employed, and they have always about two weeks
holdidays at Christmas, and usually some time allowed them, in the middle of the year, to
visit their friends in town.

I do not consider the appointment of a special justice of the peace for the pu of the
Act necessary; but, as the Act seems to render such an appointment indispensable, I appre-
hend that one such magistrate would be sufficient for the emall number of apprenticed

labourers, and that his residence must be at Belize, which is the principal Settlement, and
where the largest number of apprenticed servants will always be collected, that he may be
present to hear the complaints of the labourers of this class, on their return from their occu-
pations in the woods, which usually happens twice in the year.

In my humble judgment, the judicial and ministerial agency contemplated in the proposed
Order in Council, as stated in chapter 1, are altogether inapplicable and unnecessary for
Honduras, where special justices of the peace are not necessary to protect, and still less an
extra police establishment to coerce, the apprenticed labourers, at least none should be ap-
pointed until His Majesty’s Superintendent felt it necessary to establish it. My opinion 1s

good, and that the present police

of the Settlement is sufficient for every purpose of the Act, and that the duty of the special
justice
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justice of the peace should be, at least in the first instance, to act in a great degree as a
rotector, and see that the same justice was exercised towards the apprenticed labourers b

the courts of the Settlement, as to any other of His Majesty’s subjects; and that all penalties
for insubordination and non-performance of duty, shall be within the limits stated in the
roposed Order in Council. ;

‘The procedure to be observed by the special magistrate in the exercise of his jurisdiction,
as stated in chapter 2, could not be understood nor acted upon in Honduras, where there are
no lawyers, and would be rendered altogether unnecessary if the labourers to be apprenticed
under the Act are placed on a footing with white clerks and tradesmen who go out from this
country under indenture to serve for a limited term, but without prejudice to the due fulfil-
ment of their indentures under the Abolition Act.
Ido not well understand the very detailed regulations for the division of apprenticed

labourers into the classes as intended by the Act, and contained in chapter 3 of the proposed
Order in Council; but in so small a community, where there are so few slaves, there can be
no difficulty in obtaining and correcting returns with a just regard to the interest of both
servant and employer. ;

In respect to the maintenance of labourers as proposed in chapter 4, I am persuaded the
employer would not think of offermg, nor would the apprenticed labourer in Honduras
accept, or be at all satisfied with, a provision for his maintenance founded on the law of any
other Colony: the manner in which they have been fed is pointed out in the documents I had
the honour to transmit to the Colonial-office on the 15th instant.
‘| consider the regulations in chapter 5 proper for the guidance and restriction of the courts

in the Settlement, and necessary to convince the apprentices of their obligation to serve their
employers with the same diligence and fidelity as heretofore, until the end of their appren-
ticeship.

In reference to chapter 6, I would beg to observe, that the apprenticed labourer would,
in the courts of Honduras, have a very simple, summary and effectual recourse upon his
employer for payment due him for protracted labour extracted from him by force or fraud,
or given voluntary, or for any other pecuniary claim; and I must at the same time point
out the impossibility of any employer intimating to labourers dispersed in the woods the
commencement or close of legal hours of labour, by any mode of signal visible or audible ;
but the necessity of this is obviated by task work always voluntarily undertaken by the
labourers, from time to time, on the spot, upon viewing the trees to be cut down, and the
nature of the ground upon which roads are to be formed. It will be evident that the remain-
der of the regulations of this chapter cannot be acted upon, as it respects gangs of free hired:
men and apprenticed labourers under the Act, working in the woods in Honduras; for these
gangs being generally, for the greater part of the year, under the direction of a confidential
and experienced slave, and where none can write, the agreements -are necessarily verbal, and
from day to day, for particular jobs. There is no difference made between free hired
labourers and slaves or apprenticed labourers, in respect to task work, which is indeed
alwayspreferred by both parties; and there is little fear of one or other of these labourers
undertaking a task they cannot very easily perform; in fact the performance of the task

eed upon cannot, from the desultory nature of the business, be looked after with anything
like strictness; and on the whole, I am persuaded that any interference respecting the esta-
blished modes of labour in Honduras would be as unacceptable to the apprenticed labourer
as to his employer, and destructive to the good understanding which has always hitherto
existed between them respecting work to be carried on. .

I consider many of the enactments proposed in chapter 7 might be a useful guidance to
the courts in Honduras; but the enactments 3 and 4 could not be acted upon, and are
indeed rendered unnecessary by the enactment No. 5. On the subject of the enactment
No. 8, I would observe, that the militia of the Settlement are under the command of the
Governor for the time being, and can only be called out through him. And in respect to
enactment No. 20, I believe all the vessels and crafts belonging to the Settlement are regis-
tered in the Governor’s office at Belize ; and I therefore consider the enactments Nos. 21, 22
and 23, as interfering with his department, and moreover, as superfluous and unnecessary.
Having never seen the Order in Council of November 1831, on the subject of slaves pur-

chasing their freedom in British Guiana, referred to in chapter 8, I cannot judge how it would
answer for Honduras; but the provision on this head, in the eighth clause of the Act for the
Abolition of Slavery, seems tu make a sufficient and equitable provision for apprenticed
labourers purchasing their discharge on an appraisement.

Chapter 9 cannot in any way apply to Honduras, where the labourers, from the nature of
their occupation as wood-cutters, are almost daily on the move from one spot to another, and
periodically from one river to another, and any restriction of, or interference with, their neces-
sary movements is impossible.

he enactments in chapters 10, 11 and 12, seem proper and necessary.
I have thus, in obedience to your desire, made such observations on the subject of the

proposed Order in Council as my very long residence in and local knowledge of the Settle-
ment of Honduras enable me to offer; and I shall be happy to give any additional informa-
ion or explanations which may appear necessary in reference to the heads of the proposed
Order in Council sent to me, and which document I return herewith, agreeably to your de-
sire, although I should feel obliged by being favoured with a copy of it, to forward to the
magistrates of Honduras.

I have, &e.
9 pen Esq. &e. &e. Ke. signed) James Hyde.
— Ie
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—No. 350.—

Extract of a LETTER from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary
Lefevre; dated Government House, Honduras, 24 July 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour letter ofthe 6th June,
transmitting the Order of the King in Council, of the day preceding, for carry.
ing into effect in this Settlement the Act of the 3d and 4th of His Majesty, for
the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; and I beg you will
assure Mr. Secretary Rice, that in the exercise of the powers therein confided
to me, all due caution and consideration shall be used. The discretionary
authority with which I have been vested to introduce exceptions to the Trinidad
law, when I may be satisfied of the necessity and propriety of so doing, cannot
fail of being acceptable to the inhabitants of this Settlement ; for it is in full con-
currence with the request contained in their last memorial on the subject, for-
warded with my Despatch of July 10 to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

I have attentively perused the letter addressed to you by Mr. Hyde on the
28th of January last; but I can by no means concur generally in the opinions
it contains. My persuasion is directly at variance with his, as to the appoint.
ment of special magistrates and extra police establishments. He is of opinion
that the courts of Honduras, as at present established, are fully competent to
the duties of the one, and the present police of the Settlement to the duties of
the other. On what grounds any one considering himself conversant with the
actual and existing state of affairs in this Settlement could have formed such an
opinion, I am at a loss to imagine. The duties of the magistrates to be specially
appointed under the Slave Act will be very different, and ten times more bur-
thensome than those devolving on the present bench. The latter are without
any positive control over them. They go when and where they please; they
stay from Belize or return to it as suits their convenience ; nor in the event of
their being wanted, would the knowing where to find them be by any means
a matter of certainty. Would such practice and custom accord with the duties
to be required from special magistrates? Again, the making the owners (which
the magistrates generally are) judges with respect to their own conduct, as well
as in that of their apprentices, when either the one or the other might be called
in question, would be manifestly against the spirit of the Act of Parliament.
With respect to the sufficiency of our present police establishment, I think
Mr. Hyde must really have quite forgotten what it consists of. We have one
police officer, who appoints and pays the expense of one constable (sworn in as
such), to assist him. Mr. Hyde is of opinion that all the duties of the special
magistracy can be performed in Belize. Here againI entirely differ with him;
for were the apprentices once to imagine themselves, when in the mahogany
woods, exempt from the visits of a superintending and controlling power, it
would, I feel entirely convinced, operate as the greatest encouragement to idle-
ness, profligacy and insubordination.

 

—No. 351.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Honduras, 10 July 1854.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith the proceedings of a public meeting

which assembled on the 30th ult. Doubting whether the Orders of the King

in Council would reach us before the Ist of August, I recommended to the

meeting to pass a law of the Settlement, exempting apprenticed labourers from

arrest for debt; considering that such a regulation might prevent much incon-

venience both to the owner and to the apprentice. You will perceive that the

meeting unhesitatingly adopted my suggestion, and concluded their proceedings

by a renewal of their assurance to co-operate, in the fullest and most complete

way, to carry into effect, as far as possible, all such regulations as His Majesty’s

Government may think necessary to make for the purposes of the Abolition

The
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The memorial directed by the meeting to be addressed to His Majesty’s
Superintendent I have subsequently received, and a copy thereof is herewith
enclosed. To every statement which it contains I can sincerely offer the
strongest confirmation; and so fully am I aware that, if the regulation respect-
ing the labour of apprentices was exclusively enforced, it would render the
apprentices entirely useless, that, until further instructed by you, I shall take
upon myself to sanction such an arrangement in this respect as may meet the

views and interests of the mahogany cutters, and be in every respect unobjec-

tionable to the apprentices. —
I have, &c.

(signed) §Francis Cockburn.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 351.

EXTRACT from the Minutes or ProcEEpine at a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants,
held at the Court House, Belize, Honduras, on the 30th June 1834.

Message :
In reference to the 22d clause of the Slave Abolition Bill, His Majesty’s Superintendent

suggests to the meeting the expediency of a regulation being made in this Settlement,
to prevent legal process being had against apprenticed labourers, for debts contracted by
them; and rendering all civil contracts entered into by them null and void, unless pre-
viously sanctioned. and approved of by a special magistrate.
The memorial drawn by a committee and approved of by the public meeting on the 25th

January last, was transmitted to Mr. Secretary Stanley on the 5th March. No answer has
yet been received, and His Majesty’s Supermtendent has nothing further on this head to
submit for consideration. Should the meeting however, on its part, have any further sug-
gestions to offer on any point connected with the emancipation of slaves, or the important
change which is to take place respecting them on the 1st of August, such suggestions will be
met on the part of His Majesty’s Superintendent with all due consideration, and an anxious
wish to fulfil the views and wishes of the public meeting, in this as in all other respects.

(signed) Francis Cockburn.

The. thanks of the meeting were unanimously voted to his Excellency His Majesty’s
Superintendent, for his gracious message.

The meeting proceeded to take into consideration the clause of HisMajesty’s Superintend-
ent’s message, respecting the exemption of apprenticed labourers from being arrested for
debt, when the following Resolution was moved by Jervis Harrison, and seconded by James
Banks : , oO

Whereas it appears by the 22d clause of an Act of the British Parliament, intituled “ An
Actfor the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies,” that it may be expedient
that apprenticed labourers should, during the period of such apprenticeship, be exempted
from arrest for debt: Be it therefore enacted, by and with the consent of His Majesty's
Superintendent, and“it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that from and after
the Ist of August 1834, no person or persons becoming apprenticed labourers by virtue or
under the authority of the said Act, shall be subject to arrest or imprisonment for any debts,
due or demand contracted during the continuance of such apprenticeship; and that no ap-
prenticed labourer shall be subject to any civil suit, process or molestation whatever, in any
of the courts of this Settlement, for any debts, dues or demands contracted during the period
of such apprenticeship; provided always, that nothing contained in this Act shall be con-
strued to interfere with the usual course of the criminal jurisprudence of the Settlement.

Carried unanimously.

With regard to the clause of His Majesty’s Superintendent’s message, it was moved by
George Hyde, and seconded by George Adolphus, that this meeting having had reference to.
the minutes of a special meeting, held at Belize River’s mouth, the 21st of October last, for
the purpose of declaring their acceptance of, and their willingness to co-operate as far as
possible in carrying into effect the Act of the British Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery,
considered they had fully complied with what is required by the 44th clause of the Act, in
providing for the same being carried into effect. That they can only now reiterate their for-
mer declaration made at the meeting aforesaid ; and that this meeting pledges itself to co-
operate in the fullest and most complete manner, to carry into effect, as far as possible, such
Toe ations as His Majesty’s Government may think necessary to make for the purpose of

is Act. , ,
Further, that this meeting do appoint a committee for the purpose of taking into consider-

ation the various other subjects already referred to in the reports made to the public meetings
of last year by their committee, and to which his Excellency states, that he has received no
answer from the Secretary of State; and in particular, that the attention of the committee be
drawn to the subject of ‘what exceptions it may be necessary to recommend regarding the
278—IT. inapplicability
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inapplicability to this Settlement of that partof the Abolition Bill which restricts the period of
the labour of the apprentices to 74 hours per day, and 45 per week. ,
That the committee shall consist of the same persons who formed the previous com-

mittee on this subject; and that it shall be authorized to draw up a memorial to ElisMajesty’s
Superintendent on this subject.

Carried unanimously.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 351.
Sir,

Tue undersigned members of a committee appointed by the legislative meeting, held at
Belize River’s mouth, on Monday the 30th of June 1834, for the purpose of drawing up an
address to His Majesty’s Superintendent on the subject of the 3d paragraph of his message
to the meeting; having met, and after the most mature and deliberate considerationhaving
been given to that important subject, beg leave in the first place to have reference to memo-
rial of a public meeting held on Saturday the 26th October last, presented to your Excel-
lency, for the purpose of being laid before His Majesty’s Government; and also thereport
of a committee made at a special public meeting, held on the 25th January 1834, on the
subject of a minute of a proposed Order in Council indicative of the views of HisMajesty’s
Government,as respects the various legislative measures which remain to be taken in the
Colonies, for carrying into more detailed effect the provisions of the said Act, leaving it to
the meeting to offer any remarks thereon as applicable to this Settlement; by which memo-
rial and report it was fully set forth and demonstrated that any material alteration in the
number of hours of daily labour to be performed by apprenticed labourers, would render that
class of persons altogether unavailable for the purposes of wood-cutting, and particularly
for the following reasons :

First, that for three months of the year, or the trucking season, labour is performed for
the most part during the night, as regards both the persons employed to load and drive the
trucks; this does not arise from the whim or the caprice of the wood-cutter, but from causes
over which he has no control, namely, the heat of the climate. The oxen employed for the
urpose of dragging out mahogany are not so constituted as to work during the heat of the
ay; the great distance which wood has now to be brought to the riverside, subject to the
many casualties that may happen to cause detention, prevents any exact calculation from
being made of the number of hours required for making a trip; your Excellency will there-
fore readily perceive, that it would be attended with the most fatal effect to the wood-cutters
to employ persons who, at the expiration of seven-and-a-half hours labour, might, at any
distance he might be from the river, say to himself, “ my hours of labour have expired,” and
consequently abandon his charge, leaving his team of oxen to perish by being exposed to
the heat of the sun, and for want of food and water.

Secondly, We also consider it of the highest importance to recal to your Excellency’s
consideration, what was set forth in our former memonial respecting free labour, that the free
labourer in every respect performs the same duties as the slave in the business of wood-cut-
ting, intermixed together, and, in fine, the one cannot be distinguished from the other but
by personal knowledge; both generally perform their labour by task-work for nine months in
the year; and while we can put it with confidence to your Excellency to say, if either free-
man or slave ever complained of being overtasked, we humbly conceive we can with safety
assert that the slaves of this country have heretofore never been overworked.

If apprenticed labourers could be employed exclusively By themselves, in the business of
wood-cutting, their being restricted to a limited number of hours work daily would not be
objectionable, at least for nine months in the year; seven-and-a-half hours being quite suffi-
cient to perform the quantity of labour heretofore done, but the two classes cannot be sepa-
rated; any alteratlon therefore affecting free labour cannot be carried into effect.
We can scarcely suppose, that with these facts authenticated by your Excellency, that

His Majesty’s Ministers, or the British nation, can have any insuperable objection that the
apprenticed labourers in Honduras should be placed in the same condition regarding labour
as freemen; we are the more assured of this, being convinced that the British Legislature
never intended to render the labour of appreatices unavailing to their employers, but to pre-
vent their being overworked.
Your Excellency may believe us when we express our deep regret at being constrained to

advance so much difficulty in carrying into effect, according to its exact letter, the provisions
of the Bill for the Abolition of Slavery, without such modification as to your Excellency may
appear absolutely necessary. You will also, no doubt, readily perceive, that on the score of
interest it would be preferable for the settlers to abandon the benefit to be derived from the
apprenticed labourer, than to make such innovation and alteration in the present system of
free labour; the slaves then, although unconditionally emancipated, could not be employed
as wood-cutters, as we can scarcely contemplate the inconsistency of their engaging to per-.
form as freemen the same quantum of labour as was objected to when apprenticed labourers;
that class would therefore necessarily become a grade lower in the scale of society, by be- .
ing compelled for subsistence to have recourse to that description of labour that merely yields
animal existence. It will therefore be for your Excellency to modify that part of the Bill
testricting to a limited number of hours labour, in such way as in your wisdomyoumay

of any
of
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stipendiary magistrates, it may be necessary to observe, that the free labourer is sti- HONDURAS.
of ied DD aperformance of his engugement, froina knowledge ofbeing mulct in part his —
wages for non-performance or neglect of duty ; in like manner the slave has been stimulated
toa performance of his duty from a desire topresetve his character, and a reluctance of incur-
ring the displeasure of his owner, rather than from thedread of punishment. Thesestimulants
have been found to act, on these different classes, in a similar way; but those ties of mu-
tual benefit which bound the slave to his former master being cut asunder, the authority
of the magistrate appointed for that purpose will no doubt be necessary topreserve orderly
conduct, and to punish the apprenticed labourer for neglect of duty. We therefore con-
template with consternation and dismay the probability of so numerousa class of persons
being cast loose on the Settlement in the course of a very fewdays, without any laws to

' govern their conduct; we are therefore under the imperious necessity, in behelf ofourselves
and fellow settlers, to call upon your Excellency to adopt such measures as in your wisdom
you may think fit, for the preservation of the lives andproperties of His Majesty’s subjects,
as well as for the maintenance of the peace and tranquillity of the Settlement.

We have, &c.

(signed) Wm. Gentle. Wm. Mashkall.
Geo. Hyde, Andrew Kennedy.
Wm. Walsh. J. M‘Donald.

To his Excellency Colonel Cockburn, John Young. W. Williamson.
His Majesty’s Superintendent, &c. &c. &e.

 

—No. 352, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Colonel Cockburn.

Sir, Colonial Office, 18 Sept. 1834.
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 10th July, No. 332.

enclosing the proceedings of a public meeting held on the 30th of June at
Belize; and with reference to the measure you recommended the meeting to
adopt, in the absence of positive instructions from home, to meet the change in
the condition of the negroes on the Ist of August last, I have oy to express
to you my hope that the Order of the King in Council, enclosed in Mr. Lefevre’s
Despatch to you of the 6th of June, will have enabled you to obviate the
difficulty anticipated, in a manner consistent with the spirit of the Act. Under
the impression that you will have been relieved from any embarrassment by the
arrival of the Order, it appears to me unnecessary at the present moment to
enter further into the contents ofyour Despatch.

I have, &c.
(signed) 7.8. Rice.

 

-— No. 853.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Honduras, 11 August 1834.
In reference to my Despatch of the 24th July last, I have now the honour to _— No. 953.

enclose a copy of a document notified to the public here at the same time with Document showing
the Orders in Council for Trinidad and Honduras; and by which you will per- alterations made in
ceive what alteration I have deemed it expedient to make in the regulations the Trinidad Order
established for Trinidad, with a view to meeting the customs, habits and ‘+s Council, § Juneene . 1834, by the Super-
localities of this Settlement. intendent of Hondu-

It may be proper for me to add, in explanation of the alterations I have made a8; printed in the
from 2 to 15 inclusive, of the clauses contained in cap. 4, that the slaves in this APP*- (B) No. 66.
Settlement received a ration doubly valuable compared with that laid down in
the orders for Trinidad, and that they were paid for their Saturday’s labour,
which will still be the case.

T have, &c.
(signed) §Francis Cockburn.
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—No, 354,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Colonel Cockburn, _

Sir Downing-street, 29 December 1834,
Your Despatch of the 11th August last was duly received at this department,

with the enclosed document, by which you notified to the settlers at Honduras
‘the alterations which, in pursuance of the powers vested in you, have been
made in His Majesty’s Order in Council for regulating the condition ofappren-
ticed labourers, in order to adapt that law to the peculiar circumstances of the
Settlement.

I have to signify to you His Majesty’s approbation of the substance of the
measure which you adopted. The form, though very unusual, is recommended
by so much practical convenience, and is at once so simple and intelligible, that
an Act of far more artificial structure would probably have answered the pur-
pose much less effectually. I do not, therefore, object to this innovation in
this particular case, having regard to the reasons by which it was apparently
dictated.

T have, &c.
(signed) Aberdeen,

 

— No. 355. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Spring:
Rice; dated Government House, Honduras, 12 August 1834.

CownsrperinG the Order in Council imperative as concerns the employment
of police gangs, and that their services are indispensable in this Settlement, two,
consisting of one sergeant and five privates each, have been established accord-
ingly; the rate of wages, 71. 10s. currency per month to the sergeant, and 5.
currency (equal to 3/. sterling) per month to each of the privates; they are
also to be supplied with a good and sufficient ration of provisions. I fear you
will consider the terms on which these persons have been engaged as very high;
but I can assure you they are the common prices of the country, and the same
as paid to all the men employed in the coasting mahogany vessels.

 

— No. 356. —

Copy of a LETTER from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre.

Sir, Government House, Honduras, 13 Aug. 1834.
You will, I am sure, be anxious for information from all the Colonies as to:

the working of the Slave Abolition Bill. The period which has elapsed since
the 31st July has been unattended here by any actual disturbance, though
certainly much dissatisfaction has been evinced on the part of the manumitted
slaves. They do not, nor can they easily be made to understand, the obligations
attached to their freedom. Their idea is that the King has made them free,
and therefore that the making them work for six years longer without pay, is
an act of injustice. I have seen a great number of them, and endeavoured to
explain to their comprehension the real state of the case. They do not dissent
from what is told them; and they so far seem to comprehend it, that although
several had avowedadisinclination to return to their work, yet more have per-
severed in a refusal soto do. It is, however, quite evident that the six years’
apprenticeship has counterbalanced in their estimation all the ulterior advan-
tages held out to them by the Bill; they look to the present only, and therefore,
finding that they are not “ to all intents and purposes set free, and discharged
from all manner of slavery at orice,” they neither feel benefited nor gratified at
what has been done for them. Ishall not relax in my exertions to set them

- tight; and in this respect feel confident of the cordial co-operation of the
employers.
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employers. ‘Still I cannot but feel some apprehension that rather than meet the
six years’ apprenticeship, they will avail themselves of the facility which attends
their quitting the Settlement, and proceeding to the neighbouring republics;
such a result would be highly prejudicial; every precaution therefore, you may
rely on it, shall be taken to prevent it. I shall continue to keep you informed
on this interestingsubject by succeeding opportunities.

I remain, &c.
(signed) § Francis Cockburn.

 

— No. 357. —~

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Colonel Cockburn.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 October 1834.
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to Mr. Lefevre, of the

13th August last. The misapprehensions which you describe as existing in the
minds of the apprenticed labourers of Honduras have prevailed in other Colo-
nies, and by advice and expostulation in many cases have been prevented from
Jeading to any dangerous results. Ihave no doubt that your experience and
prudence will devise and apply the best means of removing from the minds of
the apprenticed labourers the impression, either that they are free from all
restraint, or that there is no improvement in their social condition. I am quite
aware that the position of the Settlement over which you preside is peculiar,
and that cases may arise in which some of the negro population may abandon
their homes for the territory of the neighbouring republics. But if the provi-
sions of the new law are cordially and strictly carried into effect; if the rights
and privileges secured to the apprentice are as firmly maintained as his obliga-
tions are on the other hand enforced, I cannot but entertain a confident expec-
tation that desertions will not be numerous.

Awaiting the further communications which I shall hope soon to receive
from you,

I have, &c.
(signed) T. Spring Rice,

 

—No. 358.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Honduras, 13 Aug. 1834.
‘Tue 18th and 19th clauses of the Slave Abolition Act confine the investiga-

tions of special magistrates to matters between employers and apprentices;
and I therefore consider, that should an apprentice have cause of complaint
against any other than his employer, or vice versd, the matter must be referred to
the court of the Settlement. J am however of opinion, that under the 11th.
and 24th clauses of the Order in Council, cap. 2d, special magistrates may
require the attendance of any persons capable of giving evidence on any matter
to be inquired into between an apprentice and employer. May I request to be
informed whether my opinions in these respects are correct?

I have, &c.
(signed) Francis Cockburn.

 

— No..359. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Colonel Cockburn.

i.Sir, Downing-street, 8 October 1834.
l wave received your Despatch, dated the 13th of August last, in which you

express your opinion, that “should an apprentice have cause of complaint
278—II. against
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against any other than his employer, or vice versd, the matter must be referred
to the courts of Settlement ;” and that under the Order in Council, * special
magistrates may require the attendance of any person capable of giving evidence
on any matter to be inquired into between an apprentice and an employer;”
and you request to be informed whether your opinions in these respects are
correct.

I have therefore to acquaint you, that I concur in your interpretation of the
law, upon each of the questions which you have thus brought under my notice.

I have, &c.

(signed) 7. Spring Rice.
 

— No. 360. —

Extract of a LETTER from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary
Lefevre; dated Government House, Honduras, 11 Sept. 1834,

I nap the honour of addressing a letter to you on the 13th August, rela.
tive to the working of the Slave Abolition Bill in this Settlement; and I have
now much pleasure in stating, that the discontents and difficulties which I then
expressed an apprehension of have been in no way realized; on the contrary,
the apprentices have returned to their work, and their employers seem per-
fectly satisfied with their exertions. The gentlemen appointed by me to act as
special magistrates have so far fulfilled the duties entrusted to them to my entire
satisfaction ; and I have so much confidence in a continuance of their best exer-
tions, that I anxiously hope their appointments will not be interfered with from
home.

 

— No. 361. —

Extract of a LETTER from Colonel Cockburn to Mr. Under-Secretary
Lefevre; dated Government House, Honduras, 22 Oct. 1834,

I am much gratified in being able to confirm my favourable account of the
Slave Bill; nothing can work better than it appears to do. In short, T have
heard no complaint, and anticipate no difficulty.

 

— No. 362. —

Extract of a LETTER from Colonel Cockburn to Sir George Grey, bart.,
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies; dated Government House, Hon-

duras, 15 Dec. 1834.

THE apprenticed labourers are going on well ; and although nearly the whole

of them will be assembled here at the ensuing Christmas, I do not anticipate any
disturbance, complaint or difficulty.

 

— No. 363. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Colonel Cockburn to the Right Honourable
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, _ Government House, Honduras, 1 July 1835.
I HAvE much satisfaction in transmitting herewith a letter which I have

received from William Maskall, esq., a special magistrate ofthis Settlement,

and which is accompanied by a journal, detailing his proceedings on a tour 0

inspection up the Belize River. In addition to the information received fully
am fu
justified
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justified in assuring you, that so far from receiving any complaints, the employ-

ers, on the one hand, express themselves fully satisfied with the labour per-

formed for them by the apprentices, and the apprentices, on the other, declare

themselves sensible of, and grateful for, the kind treatment they receive from

their owners. At no period has labour been better, or more cheerfully per-

formed; all parties are satisfied; and I trust I may say that the slave emanci-

ation has answered, as far as this Settlement is concerned, the utmost wishes of

its most sanguine supporters.
I have, &c.

(signed) § Francis Cockburn.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 363.

Sir, Belize, Honduras, 17 June 1835.

I nave the honour to transmit to your Excellency a journal of my tour up the River

Belize, visiting all the mahogany and other establishments of apprenticed labourers, agree-

ably to your instructions; and it is most gratilying to me to relate, and I am certain it will

be Yaually so to your Excellency to find, that during my route of three weeks I had but one

solitary complaint, and that of a trivial nature, against a female; and I am fully justified in

stating, that having frequently (during a residence in this Settlement for the last 18 years)

had occasion to be with, and seen the management of various establishments, I have never

witnessed more peace, good order and quietude than on the late occasion; and I am fully

satisfied, that when the apprenticed labourers are away from Belize, and kept from those

banes to society, grog-shops, and the idle and mischievous people in town, they are dis-

osed to be civil, industrious and contented. Comfort and happiness are as much as pos-

sible studied by employer and apprenticed labourer, and every duty appears to be performed

cheerfully and entirely satisfactory to both parties; inasmuch as I have observed,Joring my

late visits in the establishments of Mr. Gentle and Mr. Anderson, in Roaring Creek, men

who were very clamorous and noisy in your Excellency’s presence, in the assemblage at the

Government House, during last Christmas, have since that time behaved in a most exemplary

manner; and their employers declared these labourers never behaved better, or so well

before; and the labourers asserted their entire satisfaction with the employers during the

late arduous undertaking of getting out mahogany, to the most minute scrutiny as to treat-

ment; 80 much so, that the employers have declared to me, for such good conduct, it is their

decided intention to reward themaccordingly.
I have, &c.

To his Excellency Colonel Cockburn, (signed) William Mashkall.

His Majesty’s Superintendent,
&e. Ke. Ke.
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 363.

JOURNAL, 1835,

26th May, Tuesday.—-Beine directed by the King’s Superintendent to proceed up the

Belize River to visit the various establishments and mahogany works in said river, left town

this morning, and proceeded as far as Burrell’s Bank to-day. A few apprenticed labourers

at various plantations, and at the latter place, but upon inquiry, no complaints from either

employer or labourer. -
27th May, Wednesday.—Proceeded upwards; called at Baker’s anda few other establish-

ments, where the apprenticed labourers are more numerous than in the journey of yesterday,

but found all quiet; no complaints, except by Susannah Potts against her female appren-

ticed labourer; but as she was on the point of going to town, I referred her to Special Jus-

tice Grigg; arrived at Pattanet’s Bank, above Black Creek, about three o’clock P.M.;
issued the following notice, and held a session at four; no complaints.

“ Copy of Notice proclaimed by Serjeant of Police, here and afterwards, at the several
Mahogany Works during our Tour.

 T, William Maskall, one of the special justices in and for this Settlement, do hereb
make known to all concerned, that I shall hold a session here this day, and therefore call
upon all and every employer or employers of, or apprenticed labourers, having any complaints
to make, now to come forward and they shall be heard.—God save the King.”

28th May, Thursday.—This morning Mr. Robert Turnbull and part of his gang passed
me for town; no complaints. Upwards, above the Great Falls; called at several small
establishments on the way; no complaints.

29th May, Friday.—Visited the establishment of Mr. William M‘Kay, Cochreco Bank ;
no complaints. Proceeded on to Mr. Robert Turnbull’s Bank at Beaver Dam; all quiet;
no complaints,

278.—IL. 30th May,
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30th May, Saturday.—Visited Miss Mary Hume’s at Rock Donda; no complai
OnwardstaMr. Geor e Hume’s worksat’MountPleasant found all perfectly quiet “
complaints. Slept at Orange Walk cattlepen. ae

3ist May, Sunday.~-Sabbath-day, rested.
1st June, Monday.—Went to Mr. William Gentle’s mahogany works in Roaring Creek;

flood in the same ; all hands out driving wood. ’
2d June, Tuesday.—This morning held a session; no complaints;employer declared him-.

self satisfied with labourers, and labourers with employer. Went to Mr. RichardAnderson’s
Bank above; hands all out at work.

3d June, Wednesday.—Held a session this, morning; no complaints, employer and
Juoourer declaring themselves quiet, contented, andperfectly satisfied as to all transactions
during the late dry season. Returned back to Orange Walk; slept there.

4th June, Thursday.—Proceeded on to Mr. William Usher’s Bank at Society Hall, above
Monkey Falls; arrived about five o’clock; slept there.
- 5th June, Friday.—Held a session this morning; labourers assembled ; no complaints by
them or employer; onwards to Miss C, Paslow’s cattle pen; met Mr. Samuel F.August
and all his gang returning from the branch; no complaints.

6th June, Saturday.Started early at branch mouth; about eight o’clock, a.m. entered
the right-hand branch ; visited Mr. Marshal Bennett’s gang at the Hermitage Works; hands
out at work; left notice with the captain that I shall call to see them early onMonday
morning.

7th June, Sunday.—Sabbath; at Mr. Anderson’s vacated bank, above the last works.
8th June, Monday.—Visited Mr. Marshal Bennett’s gang at the Hermitage Works; held

a session;no complaints. Rode over to Garbutt Falls, in left-hand branchj held asession at.
Mr. Marshal Bennett’s establishment there ; no complaints.

oth June, Tuesday.—Returned, calling at Miss Clarissa Paslow’s establishments at
Mountain Cow Fall; no complaints. Visited Mr. William Vaughan’s works at Bamboo
Bank in said branch; held a session; no complaints. Onwards to right-hand branch ; pro-
ceeded downwards to Cakoow Run, in Main River, the bank of Mr. Samuel F. August ;
found he had movedtoMount Hope, at Cakoow Run. The police gang apprehended an:
apprenticed labourer named Jonathan Meighan, belonging to Mr. George Garnett, who has
absented himself from his employer's service since the 1st of August last; kept him prisoner,
complaint of bad conduct against him having been preferred in Belize by his employer
previous to myde arture.

10th June, Wednesday.—Visited Mr. Samuel August’s gang in Barton Creek; held a
session; no complaints. Returned to Mount Hope, the establishment of Mr. Samuel F.
August.
ith June, Thursday.—This day held a session at Mount Hope; no complaints.
12th June, Friday.—Proceeded down the river to Beaver Dam.
13th June, Saturday.—Left the latter. place; went up Labouring Creek; strong flood;

got to Mr. Morris Cunningham’s Bank about nine o’clock at night; found all quiet,
14th June, Sunday.—Rode to Mr. William St. Coffin’s gang, above the latter bank; found

all the people happy and contented. Being pressed for time, left their establishments, and
returned down the creek. Slept immediately above the Great Falls.

15th June, Monday.—-Downwards (flood in river) to Baker’s.
16th June, Tuesday.—Returned to Belize; lodged prisoner, Jonathan Meighan, in gaol.

Belize, Honduras, 17 June 1835. (signed) William Maskall,

 

— No. 364. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Colonel Cockburn.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 August 1835.
I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of the King in

Council, dated the 12th instant,. confirming and allowing certain regulations
for adapting to the state and circumstances of the British Settlements at Hon-

P- duras the provision of the Order made by His Majesty in Council for giving
effect to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery within the Colony of Trinidad,
and declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath been made by law
in the said Settlements at Honduras for giving effect to the-said Act by such
further and supplementary enactments as are therein contained.

Tam, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 365.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Bahamas, 5th August 1833.

I HASTEN to remove any anxiety which you may. feel about the reception, in this:
Colony, of the debates and resolutions about Slavery.
We had heard some time (nearly fourteen days before the arrival of the mail) of

the debates on Monday night, the 10th of June; but later intelligence we had not
until Sunday the 28th ult., when the mail of the 13th of June arrived.

I found, in theinterim, that though they were perfectly quiet, there were among
the slaves evident symptoms of anxiety, and a watchful desire to know what the
news would be, and how their fate was to be decided.

I. therefore wrote a short and simple address to them (suited to the capacity of
their understandings) which was given to be printed early on the 29th; but fearful
lest I should be too soon in the field, and thus excite when I intended to lull, I did
not mean to have it published, and gave orders to that effect.
The printer, however, having given a few copies to some gentlemen, who were

on the point of calling on me to request that I would issue something of the sort,
I conceived that it would be worse to check the publication after it had thus begun,
than to allow it to go forth. It was, therefore, published; and I have the honour
to enclose a copy.

_ Iam glad to say, that however anxious the slaves are, yet they are perfectly
tranquil.

T alled on the four clergymen here (our two parish rectors, the head of the
Methodists and the Baptist missions) and explained to them what His Majesty was
pleased to say, through you, regarding their duties ; and ] requested that the very
first symptom of insubordination or impatience which came to their knowledge might
be reported to me. I spoke also to one of the leading free coloured men, and to
one or two other respectable persons, in the lower grade of life, to the same effect,
and I am rejoiced to say that I have not received any communication from them.

_ In sending copies of the address to the Out-Islands, I directed a short circular to
be forwarded to the magistracy, exhorting them to quiet vigilance, at the same time
cautioning them against becoming alarmists; and my belief is, that in the Bahamas
at least, this important moment will pass in peace.

I have called upon the Attorney General for his report how far material changes
must take place in the Colonial Code, in consequence of the change in the character
of the labourer. The matter is now under his consideration; and as slaves here
are chattels, great part of the difficulty vanishes at once.

In this Colony there are few gangs of slaves, except in one or two of the Out-
Islands, where there are salt-ponds. This is strongly in favour of the success of
the plan proposed; but more will depend on the efficiency of the meaas by which
the law will be enabled to assert its rights, and punish those. who treat their appren-
tices badly, than on any sort of declaratory enactment.
4 If the Legislature here meets His Majesty’s views cordially, a great deal will be
one.

 

Enclosure in No. 365.

ADDRESS TO. THE SLAVE POPULATION OF THE.BAHAMA ISLANDS...

By His Excellency Blayney Townley Balfour, Esq. Lieutenant-Governor in and_ over the
Bahama Islands, &c.

_ My Friends and Fellow Subjects,
You have heard that the Parliament of Great Britain is about to do something for you.
I only heard yesterday what the House of Commons has agreed to do, and I hasten to let
you know it, that you may not be led away by liars, or induced b ill-disposed persons to
offer resistance or disobedience to your masters, nor in any way todisturb the public peace;
for if ou do, you will not only be severely punished, but you will prevent the Parliament
from ‘finishing what it has begun for you.
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BAHAMAS. The House of Commons (which is one great part of Parliament) has agreed to makea law
— by which you will be free, but you all know that freedom does not mean that you must not

work. You will be free, but you will be made apprentices to your masters for someyears
and be obliged to work a certain number of hours every day for them. ,

In a few years afterwards, in six or seven perhaps, if you conduct yourselves well, you
will be altogether free people, like those at Grant Town or Carmichael.
The House of Commoishas not yet fixed when you are to begin to be apprentices, nor forhow long you are to be so; do not believe any one therefore who says the change has yet

begun, or that it will be immediate.
Tam your friend; I will never deceive you: I will tell you whenever the time is fixed for

slavery toend; that is, when you are to begin to become apprentices. But you must not for-
get that you are at present slaves, and that if you are disorderly or riotous I must punish you
and compel you to be quiet and obedient—so the King has ordered me, and so I wi do.
But I hope better things of you; I hope you will remain quiet, peaceable aud obedient; if
you are so, be assured that care will be taken of your interests, and better care thanany
exertions of your own can effect.

Government House, Nassau, B.T. Balfour,
July 29, 1833.

 

— No. 366. —

No. 3662 =Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Bahamas, 18th November 1833.

T nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular Despatch of the
5th of September, by which Iperceive that it is proposed to issue Orders in Council
for the code of the Crown Colonies and the guidance of the Legislative Assemblies,

In this Colony however, from the consideration that there is not, among the
various Colonial possessions of His Majesty, any one whose productions are like, or
whose inhabitants are placed in circumstances similar to the Bahamians, and there-
fore that no Order in Council framed for another place could apply. to the local
peculiarities of these Islands, I have myself undertaken, with the assistance of the
Attorney-General, to propose to the legislative bodies here, the necessary measures
auxiliary to the Slave Abolition Law. ,

I trust, Sir, that you will not see in this proceeding, any ill-judged effort of zeal.
It is evident that your object must be to have your measures carried into effect with
unanimity and ease, and if I am guilty of anticipating or even evading your direc-
tions, it has only been done in order that 1 might consult the feelings of the
assembly.

I proceeded, on Tuesday last, to meet the two Houses, and in a speech which I
have the honour to enclose, communicated to them the plan which I intended to
ursue.

P The Bill which I caused to be presented to them, was to continue theexisting,
but about to expire, Slave Registry Law. This I propose to re-enact for fifteen
months longer, with a Schedule, including in addition to the usual provisions, one
column, descriptive of the occupation of each labourer for the 12 monthspreceding
the 28th of August 1833.

 

 

No. 367. , —No. 367. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieutenant-Governor
Balfour, dated Downing-street, 2d January 1834.

_ I wave received your Despatch of the 18th November last, in which you inti-
mate your intention of proposing to the Legislature of Bahamas thenecessary
measures auxiliary to the Slavery Abolition Law, without reference to the sugges-
tions which were intended to be furnished to you by His Majesty’s Government.
You will already have received my circular Despatch of the 19th October last,

enclosing those suggestions, in the form of heads of an Order in Council for the
Colony of British Guiana. I trust that in accordance with the instructions to that
effect, you will have laid that document before the Legislature of the Bahamas for
their consideration ; for although some of the provisions contained in it, may, owing
to the very peculiar physical and local circamstances of the Bahamas, be inappli-
cable to that Colony, yet I think that many of the suggested regulations, especially
those relating tu a system of police, and to the manner of procedure before the

- special justices, will be found extremely useful.
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— No..368, —-

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Bahamas, 19th November 1833.

THERE is nothing of interest to communicate in the present stateof the Colony;
butI have, in the most earnest manner, to request that you will consider the extent
of range in the Bahamas when apportioning the resident magistrates under the new
law.

The separation into islets; the distances between them; the lengths of some of
them, and the want of roads, and the little communication. which the inhabitants
have with each other, will altogether prove one of the greatest obstacles to the
successful working of the new law in this Colony, for I am well aware that we
ought reasonably to expect fewer magistrates than the other Colonies, if we are to
be judged by our relative degrees of importance; but if considered by the quantity
of ground which the whole group of the Bahamas covers, we should require more
than many of them.
This is, however, a matter, Sir, entirely for your consideration.

 

— No. 369. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Bahamas, February 19th, 1834.

I nave the honour to enclose the Colonial Slavery Abolition Law as assented to
by me last week, and which I trust will be found to be such as His Majesty may
be advised to approve.

It does not, however, contain any suspending clause, because it appeared to some
gentlemen that as we can only have the expression of His Majesty’s pleasure at the
earliest by the July mail, if any unforeseen delay were to occur in transmitting it,
we should have run the risk of being without any code for the government of
apprenticed labourers, had we inserted a clause of this nature.
We have, however, by the last clause of the Act, done what will, I trust, be

considered as a fair compensation for the want of a suspending clause.
A Registry Act calling on all persons to return a list of their slaves as on the

gist of July, and the way in which they have been occupied since the 28th of
August 1832, has also been passed this session.
And the division of the Colony into districts for the stipendiary magistrates, with

some arrangement for gaols and constables, would, I believe, have been effected,
had we known how many we are to have.
The want of this knowledge has, however, been a complete obstacle to any Bill

of this nature, and at present nothing of the kind has been proposed.

 

—No. 370.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Lieutenant-Governor Balfour.

Sir, Downing-street, 19 July 1834,
I nave had under my consideration your Despatch of the 1gth February last,

and the Act which it enclosed, intituled, “ An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Impe-
rial Parliament, intituled, ‘An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the
British Colonies; for promoting the industry of the manamitted Slaves, and for
compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves.’”

It is a source of great-regret to me, that Iam unable to communicate to you His
Majesty’s unqualified approbation of this important Act; for I am fully satisfied
that the Legislature of the Bahamas have endeavoured to perform the task assigned
to them with fidelity, and with a sincere intention to carry into complete effect the
measures contemplated by Parliament and His Majesty's Government.

It is under this conviction, and in the confidence that the Legislature will be
desirous of completing the good work which they have thus commenced, and that
they will unhesitatingly adopt the amendments which His Majesty’s Government
find it necessary to recommend, that J shall proceed to point out, withas much
succinctness as circumstances will permit, the various defects which appear to
278.—II, exist
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BAHAMAS, exist in this Act, and the modifications and alterations which will consequently
— be requisite.

As the Act has been put together with but little attention to the orderly arrange.
ment of the topics it embraces, I shall, with a view to perspicuity in the following
observations, adhere to the division and method observed in the draft of the pro-
jected Order in Council, circulated for general information, and transmitted to you
in my circular Despatch of the 19th October last.

1st,-—-The first chapter of that model draft corresponds with the 48th and 55th
and five following sections of this Act: the subject is the judicial and ministerial
agency to be employed. There is, however, little resemblance or conformity
between the provisions suggested and those which have been actually adopted
under this head.
The omission of the provisions relating to the division of the Islands into dis-

tricts, and to the police establishments, is accounted for by the Legislaturehaving
passed a distinct Act on that subject, which I shall notice in a subsequent commu.
nication to you.
The provision made by the 48th clause of the Act now under consideration, for

securing peace and good order on the plantations, although beneficial both to the
employer and the apprentice, requires some alteration, in order to bring it within
the scope and intention of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition ofSlavery, It
should be made clear that the constables who are by this clause directed to be
appointed, are only to be armed with the authority of the law, and are to be
responsible for the due exercise of that authority to the special magistrates, and not
to the proprietors or managers of the plantations.
The right to confine for safe custody should, as regards apprentices belonging to

the plantation, be limited to cases in which any others of His Majesty’s subjects
might be taken into custody by the ordinary constables, and to cases in which it is
presumable that the apprentice having offended against the law established by this
Act will attempt to escape.

Moreover, all buildings used as places of confinement, however temporary,
should be regularly licensed, and visited by one or more of the specialmagistrates,

This same section 48, authorizes the whipping by the master, of boys under the
age of fourteen, and of girls under the age of twelve, who it is said “ may be
moderately chastised by their employers, in the same manner as apprentices and
other children and youths in England are or may be then lawfully chastised by their
parents or guardians, masters or teachers, for idleness or other petty offences.”
Conceiving this provision to be at variance with the Act of Parliament, which
makes no exception of this nature, I trust that the Assembly will perceive the
necessity of repealing it.

In addition to this observation, Ifeel it my duty to state, that in questions of
penal legislation, above all others, it is necessary that enactments should be clear
and distinct, and not founded, as in this clause, upon a very loose analogy, open to
misconception, and not conveying any sufficiently distinct idea to the minds of
those who are to ‘administer, or who may be subject to the law.
The 55th, 57th and 58th clauses establish tables of fees to be paid to the special

Justicesnot receiving stipends under the Act of Parliament, to the provost, marshals
and constables, to jailers and workhouse-keepers,and to the colonial secretary.
These fees appear to me to be of such an exorbitant amount, that I should antici-
pate the entire obstruction of the law, unless they are altogether abolished, or very
greatly indeed reduced. If support of this remark, I will trace the expense inci-
dental to the case of a complaint to a justice of the peace, terminating in the impri-
sonment of an apprenticed labourer. The justice would receive 25. for the sum-
mons or warrant, 2s. for each written examination, and 85. for his judgment. The
provost-marshal, or constable, would have for his attendance 2s.; the same sum
for each verbal or written summons; 4. for the arrest, 28. upon the commitment,
and 64. upon each mile he had to travel, both coming and returning. Then the
jailer would charge 1s. 6d. for receiving the prisoner, and 15. 6d. more on his dis-
charge. If the prisoner should be confined in the stocks, the jailer is to have an
additional profit of 1s.: each solitary confinement will yield him 2s., with 6d, for
every additional day; but if the prisoner is to’be whipped, the jailer’s remuneration
is to amount to 3s. Thus, in a case in which there should be but one summons, one
witness and ‘one examination, the charge of bringing an offender to justice must

. amount to 255, at the least; but if a multiplication of witnesses cr of punishments
be supposed, the charge for fees might be double the amount, or much more. These

es 
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fees are in many cases to be paid by the party convicted, and in others by the prose-
cutor. There is little risk in predicting that such an enactment will prove the most
effectual security which could be taken against the special magistrate having his
powers called much into action. Employers will administer by their own assumed
authority, domestic punishments to save the expense of invoking the magistrate.
Labourers will submit to injustice rather than allow their little earnings to be
devoured by these official fees.

Entertaining this opinion of the three clauses to which I have last adverted, it
will be my duty to recommend His Majesty to disallow them, under the power
iven to him for that purpose in the 68th section of the Act.
I admit however that the question of remunerating the various parties, upon

whom new official duties will be imposed .under this Act, is one of considerable
difficulty. With respect to the special magistrates, I am extremely unwilling that
any of them should receive remuneration, except those for whom Parliament has
provided astipend. The peculiar local circumstances of the Bahamas, however,
may render it impossible for you to find a sufficient number of individuals belong-
ing to the Colony, able and willing to. discharge the duties of special magistrates
gratuitously. If this should be the case, and the Legislature of the Bahamas should
think fit to assign a fixed annual remuneration to.one or more additional stipen-
diary justices, not exceeding 300/. per annum each (the remuneration being defini-
tively assigned to the office, and not to the individual holding it), I shall be pre-
pared to sanction such an arrangement.
As regards the constables and other subordinate officers who cannot be expected

to act gratuitously, I shall not object to their being reasonably remunerated by fixed
annual stipends. As considerable expense will thus be thrown on the Colony, 1
should be disposed to recommend the addition of some adequate enactment, under
which parties bringing forward groundless complaints should be compelled to pay
certain reasonable fees or fines unto tke Colonial Treasury.
2d,—The second chapter of the model draft regulate the procedure to be observed

by the special magistrates, in the exercise of theirjurisdiction; on that subject this Act
is silent, except that the 62d clause authorizes the Governor in Council to establish
forms for all summonses, writs, warrants and minutes of proceeding, to which the
magistrates and others are required to conform. This delegation of authority avoids
instead of encountering the difficulty, and is perhaps not made in terms of quite
sufficient amplitude. Adverting however to the great peculiarities of the case of
the Bahamas, I am not aware that any better method could have been taken than
that which is supplied by the creation of this subordinate power of legislation.
3d,—The third chapter of the model draft provides for the division of appren-

ticed labourers into their respective classes. Although the sections of the Act which
embraces this subject, and which are from the 2d to the 5th, from the 8th to the
10th and the 63d, might admit of simplification and improvement, I do not
think it necessary to suggest any amendments upon them.
4th,—I might in like manner pass over the subject of the fourth chapter of the

model draft, relating to the maintenance of the apprenticed labourers, aud which in
the Act before me is provided for by the sections 20 to 26; 41 & 65. .
Tam unwilling however to withhold the expression of my Opinion, that these

enactments provide amply and satisfactorily for the maintenance of an apprenticed
labourer, and that having regard to the limited resources of the proprietors in the
Bahamas, they deserve no small measure of praise for the humane and liberal
spirit in which they have legislated both now and heretofore on this important
subject.
5th,—The duties to be performed by the apprenticed labourers, and thepenalties

for their non-performance, constitute the subject of the fifth chapter of the model
draft. In the Act under consideration, the same topic is comprised in the sections
from 28 to 40, and sec. 46.

_ The correspondence is in general so well maintained, that this part of the law
seems to me to require only the few following notices.
The 12th section of chapter five of the model draft, denounces punishments against

labourers for drunkenness, fighting, insolence and insubordination. In substitution
for these provisions, the 36th section of the Act authorizes the punishment of
apprenticed labourers convicted before the special justices of “ any offence against
the person, property, just rights or character of his employer, or any other person
or persons whatever.” In other words, for any offence against any body, the
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apprenticed labourer may be whipped or imprisoned, or placed’ in the stocks by the
order of any one special justice.

In so far as this provision extends to offences against any other person or persons
whatever, besides the employer of the apprenticed labourer, it appears to me to be
atvariance with the Act of Parliament, which did not contemplate distinctions
between apprenticed labourers and other free persons, except such as were neces--
sarily connected with the obligations of the apprenticeship. Independently of this
objection, I cannot but disapprove of the generality of the enactment which would
render the apprenticed labourer liable to punishment for offences, not susceptible
of any previous definition; some of which, as for instance, offences against the
character of the employer, which would in fact involve all the difficulties incidental
to the law of libel, certainly should be. left to be disposed of by the ordinary legal
tribunals of the Colony. °

I hope, therefore, that the Legislature of the Bahamas will consider, whether it
is not expedient to adopt the more definite provision contained in the model draft,
for which this section has been substituted. —
The 13th section of the fifth chapter of the model draft, forbids the use of stocks

in the punishment of women, unless made after the model which the Governor
shall have previously sanctioned. This provision is omitted in this Act, but as
experience has shown that the omission may lead to many and serious mischiefs,
you will not fail to draw the attention of the Legislature to it, and to urge its
‘insertion.

6th,—The sixth chapter of the model draft pointed out the duties to be performed
by the employers towards their apprenticed labourers, and the penalties for their
non-performance.: These topics‘are treated of in sections 16 and 19 and 27 of the
Act. . .
The 16th and 19th sections which relate to task-work, and to contracts for hire

only, render it necessary that agreements of this nature shall be made in the pre-
sence of one or more competent or literate witness or witnesses.

This enactment does not appear to me to be adequate to the protection of the
apprenticed labourers, and I should therefore recommend an enactment, requiring
that such arrangements and contracts as are contemplated in the 16th and 19th sec-
tions, should be entered in books to be kept on the respective plantations for that
purpose; and that upon complaint made to the special justice by any apprentice
Jabourer who may be a party to such arrangement or contract, the special justice
shall be authorized to inquire whether the terms of any such arrangement or con-
tract were distinctly undefstood by such apprenticed labourers entering into the
same, or by such majority of labourers as are mentioned in the 16th section, and
whether such labourers, or majority of labourers, entered such arrangement or con-
tract, freely and voluntarily, and whether the same is reasonable and just, and.to
make such adjudication in the matter as the justice of the case may require.

In the 18th section of the Act, the employer is authorized to employ his appren-
ticed labourers-on Sunday in carrying his stock to market by water carriage. Unless
this provision is intended to be confined to cases of actual necessity, it would bea
direct infringement of the 21st clause of the Act of Parliament, I should, there-
fore, recommend the omission of this part of the 18th section, and the insertion of
an exception coincident with that of the Act of Parliament.
The observations which I have made upon the objectionable generality of the

36th section apply in a considerable degree to the 27th section of the Act, which
provides, that on the conviction of any employer or other person ‘for any offence
against the person, property or just rights of any apprenticed labourer,” before
any specialjustice or justices, the punishment of which by the Act is not other-
wise particularly provided for, the party sball-suffer fine and imprisonment, the
fine not exceeding 20/. nor the imprisonment lasting more than jo days. I think
that, in amending this enactment care should be taken. to confine its operation
strictly to offences incidental to the relation been employer and apprenticed
labourer. .

7th,—The model draft next contained the chapter numbered 7, on offences which
might be committed by the apprenticed labourers against the State, and the punish-
ment of such offences.

These suggestions have been to a considerable extent followed from the 42d to
the 45th, and in the 47th, goth, soth, 52d,:61st, 66th and 67th of this Act.

I regret, however, that I am unable to sanction several of these clauses. Th
¢
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The restrictions imposed on the apprenticed labourer by the 52d section appear to
me to be objectionable in principle, and at variance both with the letter and the
spirit of the Act of Parliament. To prevent the apprenticed labourer from quitting
the limits of the plantation to which he is attached without the leave of his em-
ployer, would preclude the labourer from hiring out his leisure time to any one but
his employer, not only is a species of monopoly of the labourer’s voluntary ser-
vices thus given to the employer, but the liberty of the labourer is still further
infringed upon, and an additional impediment to the free exercise of his industry
is created by the arbitrary regulations contained in this section, under which he is
prevented from cultivating or even dealing in a great variety of articles.

I am disposed to believe that these provisions would go far to: prevent the
acquisition by the negro of those habits of voluntary industry which it was con-
ceived by those who framed the system of apprenticeship would be gradually but
certainly introduced, and upon the attainment of which the future prosperity of
the Colony entirely depends.

It is enacted (cap. 49) that the marriages of the labourers may be solemnized
by a minister of the Church of England or of Scotland, or of any known religious
persuasion, or by any justice of the peace. By the 55th clause a fee of 25. is to
be paid on the marriage, and 2s. more for the registration of it; a charge which,
light as it may seem, might yet I apprehend not seldom turn the scale in favour of
concubinage and against matrimony. Declining as beside the present purpose the
abstract question as to whether marriage ought ever to be solemnized as a mere civil
contract, I apprehend that it is contrary to the scheme of Parliament and the
whole policy of their measures, that on a subject so important any distinction
should be made between apprenticed labourers and other persons of free condition.
The dissenting minister and the justice of the peace ought, I conceive, to be at
liberty either to celebrate all marriages or ought to be incompetent to celebrate any.
Whatever tends to perpetuate the distinction of caste in the Slave Colonies, how-
ever trifling in itself, arises from that circumstance into serious importance.

It is provided in the 5oth section, that no one shall produce an apprenticed
labourer as a witness unless the party requiring his evidence shall “by affidavit
satisfy the court, judge, magistrate or other authority that the evidence verily ex-
pected from the intended witness is material to the case to be tried or investigated,
and that the presence of such witness is necessary to the purposes of justice.”
The object is, I presume, to prevent labourers from being withdrawn too frequently
from the plantations to give evidence. Without denying the possibility of some
such inconvenience (which is not however peculiar to the Bahamas, but is felt
from the same cause wherever courts of justice exist), I apprehend that the pre-
caution taken by this Act will practically go far to exclude their evidence altogether.
Such an affidavit as the Act requires could scarcely ever be made by the public
prosecutor, still more rarely could it be taken by the litigant in a private suit or
action. If, before issuing a writ or summons for the attendance of a witness, the
court must be satisfied of the materiality and necessity of his testimony, they must
hear the cause by anticipation, and supply by conjecture the evidence to be then
given. The prosecutor and the suitor must publicly disclose the whole course of
the evidence they propose to give, often to the utter defeat of justice, and endless
delays must be interposed in the administration of the law. ‘The adoption of this
enactment would go very far to reinstate one of the most indcfensible parts of the
slave code, viz. the rejection of slave evidence.

It is enacted in the same clause, that no labourer shall be competent to give
evidence to any fact committed before the 1st August 1834, and to which while
in a state of slavery he would have been an incompetent witness. I can perceive
no ground for supposing that the veracity of a free man, though worthy of trust
as to what happens when he is free, is entitled to no confidence at all as to what
may have happened when he wasa slave; and I cannot but think that, to close the
lips of the future free man in all courts of justice upon every occurrence antece-
dent to his manumission, would be to keep alive for no imaginable good purpose
an opprobrious memorial of his former servile condition.

For the reasons which I have already stated, it will beeome my duty to recom-
mend the disallowance of sections 52, 49 and 50.

I think, nevertheless, that in case the attendance of an apprenticed labourer is
required as a witness before the ordinary tribunals of the Colony, the employer is
entitled to a fair remuneration for the loss of the labourer’s services occasioned to
278.—I1, him
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him by such attendance, and I shall not object to a provision for effecting that
object.
The 8th chapter of the model draft related to the dissolution of the apprentice-

ship by contract or purchase. The 11th, 12th and 13th sections of the Act under
consideration embrace this subject. This part of the Act appears to be open to
-considerable objection ; the enactments on this subject are ambiguously and unsatis-
factorily expressed, and they contain no provision for the security and apportion-
ment of the money to be paid for the discharge of the apprentice. These points
are however of minor importance compared with the principle upon which the ap-
praisement of the apprentice’s service is to be made.

In assessing the price to be paid to the employer for the discharge of the appren-
tice when effected, not by contract between the parties, but invito domino, the
appraisers are required to take into account (sec. 12.) “ not only the general value
of the interest” to be bought and sold, “ but also any particular circumstances at-
tending the particular case submitted, taking into consideration any special damages,
loss or inconvenience to which the party entitled as aforesaid may be exposed by
reason of his, her or their being deprived of the service of such apprentice as
aforesaid.”

This enactment appears to have been borrowed from a corresponding provision
in the law for the compulsory manumission of slaves, which was repeatedly con-
demned by the King in Council as unjust and inconvenient. The slave holder, not
satisfied to obtain by appraisement the market price of his slave, insisted on having

_ an estimate made of all his own losses and iacommodities, present or future, certain
or contingent, which might arise from the manumission. For example, the loss of
a head driver, if not replaced by the purchase of another before crop time, might
diminish the crop by one-tenth in amount; therefore, in addition to the price which
would probably be given for the substituted driver, if such a one could be found,
the owner demanded compensation for the risk he run of losing one-tenth of his
crop. I am satisfied that such a mode of appraisement is not only unjust in prin-
ciple, and inconsistent with the intention of the Imperial Parliament, but that it
would throw many and almost insuperable difficulties in the way of that class of
apprenticed labourers, who would in general be the most desirous of purchasing
their discharge, the most likely to furnish the means of effecting such purchase, and
the best fitted for the performance of the duties and obligations of free citizens.
I earnestly hope, therefore, that the Legislature of the Bahamas will amend this
part of the Act, so as to remove the objections which I have felt it my duty to
notice.

The removal of preedial apprentice labourers from one plantation to another is
the subject to-which the gth chapter of the model draft, and the 15th section of
this Act are devoted.
The Act of Parliament, sec. 9, forbids any such removal until it should have

been ascertained that the transfer would not have the effect of separating the
labourer from his or her wife or husband, parent or child. The Act under consi-
deration requires that the child to be so separated from his parents shall not be
under the age of 14 years. This deviation from the terms of the British Statute may
be pronounced contrary to law.

If any person shall remove an apprentice without the consent of the special ma-
gistrates, or if, on applying for such consent, he shall be guilty of any concealment
or misrepresentation to the justices, whereby an unlawful separation shall take
place then it is said, “ the person so guilty, on being duly convicted of such con-
cealment or misrepresentation, shall pay a fine varying from 10/. to 20/.” Here
two offences are supposed, into one of which only concealment or misrepresentation
must enter as an ingredient; yet the proof of such concealment or misrepresenta-
tion is required in order to the conviction in both cases. I have no doubt that
this is a mere grammatical inaccuracy, but it would be material in practice.

The apprenticeship of children is regulated by the 10th chapter of the model
draft, and the 61st section of the Act under consideration. Under this head I per
ceive nothing requiring notice.

Chapter 11th of the model draft relates to the alienation by sale, inheritance or
will, of the services of apprenticed labourers ; the 11th section of the Act relates
to the same topic.

This clause authorizes the separation from their parents of children above the age

It
of 14 years, a provision which I have before had occasion tonote as illegal.
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It provides that the interest of the employer shall not be subject to execution or
sale under a judicial process. This appears to me perfectly unreasonable towards
the creditor. If indeed execution sales were hereafter to be accompanied-or followed, .
as hitherto they have been, by the seizure and imprisonment of the unoffending
labourer, or by his forcible separation from his home or his kindred, there would be
good reason why he should no longer be the subject of such legal process. Bat as
those abuses are prohibited, this question is now to be debated merely between the |
creditor on the one hand and the debtor on the other. In that light it is of great
and general importance.

- In the Bahama Islands cultivation is carried on upon borrowed capital to a far
less extent than in the West Indies properly so called. Yet there are not wanting
in the Bahama Islands many mortgages; and if there the mortgagee be excluded
from enforcing his demand against the services of the labourers, a precedent will be
established for imitation in Jamaica and Trinidad. The result of it would be that
the mortgagee could never enforce for the next six years his remedies for his debt.
Should he seize the plantation without thereby entitling himself to services of the
labourers, he must make with the mortgagor such terms as he could forobtaining
those services. When the debtor had his creditor at this disadvantage it is needless
to say what would be the consequence.
The last subject treated of in the proposed model draft is the relation in which

the apprenticed labourers will stand to the State. Upon that topic corresponding
provisions are to be found in the 14th, 23d and 51st sections of the Act. The words
of disqualification for civil and military offices, employed in the 51st section,
appear to me unnecessarily rigid. They forbid any apprenticed labourer from
serving on any arbitration, appraisement or the like. I am unable to discover
why such a person, if chosen as an umpire or appraiser, should be forbidden
from discharging that duty, always assuming that the employment was performed
in his own leisure and not in his master’s time. He is also forbidden from holding
any elective or other office or situation in His Majesty’s service or otherwise, in or
under His Government. These expressions are large enough to reach the case of a
schoolmaster, a parish clerk, toll-keeper, and the like. Now the principle on which
Parljament sanctioned the exclusion of the apprenticed labourers, I apprehend to
have been, that while in that condition they could not safely be entrusted either
with political authority or with military power. To carry the interdict any further
would seem very bad policy, as it prevents men from rendering themselves fit for
those higher stations which in the lapse of a few years they will be called to fill. To
obliterate the memory and the feeling of caste, and to teach the apprentices to think
of themselves as integral parts of the society to which they belong, partaking ineits
advantages and interested in its welfare, is the obvious policy by which all legisla-
tion on this subject should be directed.

I cannot conclude these observations without expressing my satisfaction that the
Legislature of the Bahamas did not insert a suspending clause in this Act; and that
they sanctioned the introduction of an enactment by which His Majesty is enabled
to disallow any section or sections of it.
The course which they thus thought proper to adopt was well calculated to prevent,

and will have actually prevented the serious inconveniences which might have
ensued in the Colony, in case no law for the regulation of apprenticed labourers had
been in actual operation on the 1st of August, or in case His Majesty had been under
the necessity of disallowing the whole Act in consequence of the impossibility of
sanctioning some particular sections thereof.

I have, &c.

(signed) 7, Spring Rice.

 

—No. 371.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr.Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Nassau, Bahamas, 18 March 1834.

I nave the honour to forward a copy of the Police District Act, passed in the
present Session,

 

273.—I1.

BAHAMAS.

 

793



794

BAHAMAS,

No. 372.

/
fo

Enclosure in
No. 372.

‘system of apprenticeship is to be maintaine

260 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

~— No. 372. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr.Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Nassau, 14 July 1834.

I uave the honour to inform you that I have called together the General
Assembly of these Islands, and that I this day opened the Session in a speech, of
which I inclose a copy.
You will perceive, Sir, that I allude in it to some symptoms of insubordination

among the negroes, and in my language on this head, I regret to say that I have,
from prudential motives, rather understated my feelings. I fear, from accounts
which have reached me within the last three weeks, that the slaves in some of the
Islands are resolved not to work after August 1st, on the plea that theKing has
made them free, and that I, in concert with their masters, am endeavouring to cheat
them of this boon. This feeling is, I find, most general among the slaves at Exuma
and Eleuthera, where the largest gangs are, (excepting Turk’s Islands, to which
I shall hereafter allude), and the non-arrival of the special justices has made my
situation more embarrassing, for, in the fullest confidence that they would have been
here long since, I had not, till very lately, issued any address or proclamation to the
slaves.
My reasons for this hope, were founded both on the nature of this Colony,

(which I have had the honour to explain to you fully), and on the fact that in
amaica some of these gentlemen arrived last year; I thought therefore that the

three destined for the Bahamas, would probably have been sent out in sufficient time
to enable them to reach their respective stations, make their arrangements, learn the
nature of their local position, &c. &c., and take, if necessary, the proper precau-
tions against any breach of the peace, before the 1st of August,’ which I now fear |
is hopeless. As, however, I had not heard of the approach of the special justices,
Icaused an address to be printed a few weeks ago, and about 14 days since,
I engaged a vessel to take my private secretary round some of the Islands, that he
might read it aloud to the chief gangs, and explain to them the real truth. In fact
T am pretty well aware that their asserted ignorance of their approaching situation
is unreal, and only assumed in order to furnish them with an excuse hereafter.

I also made use of the good terms on which I have ever been with thedissenting
clergy here, to enlist them on my side; and as they have, from their habits and the
tenor of their usefullives, no slight weight among the lower orders, I augur well
from their exertions in favour ofpeace.

With reference to my address, which has, I am sorry to find, given some offence
hefe to the masters, it was written with the express view of impressing on the slaves
the exact truth of their position. I deem it both prudent and wise, in ourpresent
state, to take care that those, from whom alone I apprehend any insubordination,
should know perfectly, both the rights which the law has given to them, and the
duties which it requires from them.

 

Enclosure in No. 872. .
Extract of Lieutenant-Governor Balfour's Speech to the General Assembly.

I nave learned from the Secretary of State, that he has desired three special justices to
proceedto this Colony; a proportion larger perhaps than strict reasoning would have led
us to expect, when we reflect on the whole number furnished by England, and the small-
ness of our slave population, as compared with that of the other Colonies, among whom
these magistrates are to be distributed; but at the same time so inadequate to the demand,
caused by the natural position and local peculiarities of our Islayds, that it would be vain
for us to expect from them any thing like proper efficiency or power. If, therefore, the

f in full integrity, and with a proper regard to
the peace of the community, and the welfare of employer and servant, it appears to me
that we must supply, from among ourselves, a sufficient number of special justices. This
consequence is, indeed, so clear to me, that I have sent to the Out-Islands, to 16 gentlemen,
to entreat them to accept special commissions; which number, with the three from England,
and one whom I mean toappoint in Nassau, will make up the whole allowed by law.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen ofthe House of Assembly,
It is evident that the duties imposed on the special justices, are neither light nor pleasing.

I cannot, therefore, expect that these gentlemen will act without some remuneration, and
. for the means of affording it, I look to your liberality. At the same time you will have to

recollect, that the small sum now allowed by law to each magistrate for house rent and the
paymen
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payment of constables, weighsheavily, in the aggregate, upon the Colonial finances. You -
will, therefore, have to consider how far the present taxes will enable us to meet the expen-
diture thus called for, and if inadequate to that end, how they may be most easily
augmented.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Council,

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

The accounts which I have received from tha Out-Islands, are not exactly such as’
I would wish, althoughI cannot say that they ought to inspire any considerable uneasiness.
There appears to be prevalent among some of the negro population, a wilful, or if not
a wilful, at least an unfortunate misconception of their approaching condition. To meet
and dissipate this, I have done all in my power, and have, with this view, lately sent a
friend round many of the Islands, for the purpose of clearly explaining the truth ; and
I have considerable reliance on the effect which his efforts will produce. Atthe same time
I think, that the propriety of enablingmeto call out the militia, if I think it necessary, may
well enter into the subject matter ofyour deliberations.

I feel confident that, with the blessing of Providence, our counsels will be so guided, as
to lead the Colony safely through the coming change; and J trust that I shall not be
supposed to depart from the proper limits of an address of this nature, if I entreat you all, in
your private as well as in your public characters, to seize every fit occasion of inculcating on
all ranks and all colours, the stern necessity of maintaining a scrupulous and guarded
obedience to the laws. Such, we know, ought at all times to be kept up, but in moments
like the present, when we cannot expect the minds of men to be in their habitual repose,
it is peculiarly incumbent on every good subject to take especial care, that he avoid all kind
of provocation, for, if any excitement be given, it is beyond the power of man to calculate
how far its consequences may be extended, by either ignorance or malevolence, or how they
may affect the well-being and happiness of society.

ouncil Chamber, 14 July 1834. (signed) B.T. Balfour.

 

ADDRESS TO THE POPULATION OF THE BAHAMAS.

By his Excellency Blayney Townley Balfour, esquire, Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &c. &c.

Fellow Subjects and Friends,
In a fewweeks slavery will be at an end, and [ therefore address you, that you may all

know the chief points in the new system, and that you may not offend the laws through
ignorance.
='Masters, remember that you must feed and clothe your apprentices, and otherwise provide
them according to law. Remember, that you have no right to strike or imprison an appren-
tice, but if he deserves punishment you must take him to a special justice.

Slaves, you will onthe ist of August lose this name, and become free; but as I told you
last year, you will not be altogether free, but for a few years you will have to work for your
masters as apprentices; that is to say as free servants, who receivé food and clothes, and
house, instead of wages in money.
Now what is thedifference between a slave and an apprentice? It is great: a master

may flogaslave; he may not, dare not, strike an apprentice, or he will be punished.
A master may imprison aslavein the workhouse; he may not imprison an apprentice.
A master may make a slave work every day in his plantation; he may only make an

apprentice work five days in each week, and only nine hours each day; and the master must
feed his apprentice every day, and find him a house and clothing.

But some of you are sailors, and some are house servants, and of course those must
work every day, and perhaps for more than nine hours. But then, in return, the law
says that those who work every day shall be entirely free in four years, and those who work
in the fields cannot be entirely free until the end of six years.
When you become entirely free, you will have to pay for the house and food and clothes,

and medicine, which your masters are now obliged to give.
If you are idle or insolent to your masters, they will complain to the justice, and you will

be punished. If your masters treat you badly or strike you, or imprison you, you may
complain, and they will be punished.
And now farewell; be obedient and quiet, and the law will protect you; but if you are

not so, remember the law can and will punish you.

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Nassau, in the Island of New Providence,
this twenty-seventh day of June, in the yearof Lord one thousand eight hundred and
thirty-four, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

(signed) B.T. Balfour.
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, ‘—No. 373. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from ‘Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant.
Governor Balfour, dated Downing-street, 1 September 1834.

I Have received your Despatch of the 14th July, reporting the measures which
you liad adopted, and the communications which had taken place between yourself
and the Council and Assembly, in reference to the then approaching change in the
condition of the negroes.

I trust that long before this Despatch reaches you, the three specialmagistrates
sent out by my predecessor will have arrived in the Bahamas.
The representation which you make of the inadequacy of their numbers to give

effect to the apprenticeship system, in a population scattered through the numerous
islands, which constitute the Colony under your government, is so forcible as to be .
entitled to my most serious consideration. But as the total number of special
magistrates has been communicated to Parliament by my predecessor, and as the
provision for their support is limited by the vote of the House of Commons, it will
be necessary that I should submit the case to the other members of HisMajesty’s
Government, before I can convey to you a final decision upon it. I feel every
confidence, however, that in my next I shall be enabled, to a certain limited extent,
to meet your views.

Whilst I regret the difficulties to which you were exposed, by the delay which
appears to have accidentally arisen in sending out three special magistrates, who
were appointed by my predecessor, it affords me much satisfaction to perceive that
your own efforts were very actively and judiciously employed, to make the transi-
tion from slavery to apprenticeship as safe and auspicious as possible. Your com-
munications to the Assembly, and your address to all classes of the inhabitants,
appear to me to have been well-judged; and the measure of sending your secre-
tary round to the islands, to read the Address to the slaves, was the best that could
be adopted under circumstances by which you were yourself necessarily detained at
the seat of Government.

 

— No. 374. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Bahamas, 10 September 18 4.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of-your Despatch of the 19th

of July.
Asthe Legislature meet on Saturday, after an adjournment of a few weeks, I

shall then have an opportunity of laying your sentiments before them. Ishall,
nevertheless, venture on one or two remarks, in order to defend myself from the
imputation of carelessness, in assenting to an Act of so important a nature, which
appears to have so many failings. ,
The clauses containing the fees appeared to me at. the time to be faulty in prin-

ciple; but, as far as the apprentice was concerned, I conceive that the 59th clause
amply defended him. I am, however, glad to say, that they have beenalready
repealed by a law lately passed, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the payment of
Salaries to certain special Magistrates,” &c., a copy of which I enclose.
The procedure to be observed by the special magistrates was not included in our

Act on principle; it was felt that the Governor could impose whatever rules he
thought fit over men, supposed to be removeable at his pleasure, or at least under
his direct control; and as we did not anticipate that we should have so very few
special justices, it was deemed safer to leave them as much discretionary power as
possible, subject to the control only of the Governor.

In your remarks on the generality of the 36th clause of our Act, you have
expressed a desire that some of the offences should be left to the ordinary tribunals
of the Colony; on general principles, where the impartiality of the judiciary is ne-
cessarily supposed, this could not be disputed; but in this Colony, I fear the
interests of the apprentice would have been much better guarded by the special
justices, checked by their monthly report to the Governor, than by any higher

The

tribunal.
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The water-carriage allowed on Sunday applies only to vessels arriving from other BAHAMAS.
islands, and, as the voyages are of uncertain length, it is impossible to prevent it.

There is no other water-carriage known here, so that it is in fact consistent with the
clause in the Act of Parliament, but the language might have been more precise.

In the limitations of the fruits and vegetables cultivated by the labourer, in the
52d clause, I confess I fully concurred; and I regret that it does not meet with
your sanction.

Experience has shown, that where no restrictions exist of this kind, the proprietor |
is plundered and the industrious labourer not always benefited: for instance, it
may happen that A. an industrious and honest man, has Indian corn growing in

his own grounds; B. an idle vagabond, buys some from him, and steals the same
quantity from his master’s plantation, sending it off to the market for sale. If
suspected, he proves that he bought some about the time of the robbery; and thus
the honest labour of the one causes, perhaps, suspicion to fall on several, gives a
cloak to robbery, or rather to pilfering, and is eventually of little value to the
labourer, to whom, by the same 52d clause, the permission is continued of culti-
vating almost every article that free negroes are in the habit of raising. With
reference to the marriages of apprenticed labourers, the only addition to the
existing law was the permission given to dissenting ministers to perform the cere-
mony, obviously meant for the benefit of the labourer. Justices of the peace have
always performed such ceremonies on the islands here, where no resident clergymen
are (that is to say, in all except Turk’s Islands and New Providence), between
people of every condition; and although I believe such marriages to be illegal, yet
the Legislature refused lately either to legalize or to check the practice. ,

I am certain, therefore, that the negro will consider the proposed change as
anything but a benefit, for his feelings of shame at having been a slave are much
less acute than can be supposed; I doubt, indeed, if he feels it at all.
With respect to the remarks on the enactment, that the interest of the employer

should not be liable to judicial process or execution, I beg leave to state this was
entirely a boon.to the labourer, not indeed to the praedial attached, but to the others,
who, when the clause.is altered, will be liable to ‘be taken, if families are not sepa-
rated, and removed from ‘their homes and masters at the will of any creditor.
And as to mortgages, I do not, nor do any of my Council know of one in the

Colony. There have been, in some cases, bonds given with warrants to satisfy
judgment, in which certain slaves were named as the property to be forfeited in
default of payment; and in these ‘cases I know that the compensation-money is
regarded by the creditor as the only property to be attached.

I cannot conclude these few remarks without expressing my own satisfaction
that the only clause ‘suggested directly by myself, being the last in the Act, has
met with your approbation ; although, as it was in direct opposition to the instruc-
tions which I received, I was in some doubt as to the propriety of proposing it.

I have, &c.

(signed) B. T. Balfour.

 

—No. 375. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Government House, Bahamas, September 13th, 1834.

I nave the honour to report to you that the Colony is in a very tranquil and
satisfactory state: there have been very few acts of insubordination during the last
month, and every thing goes on better than I anticipated.

 

— No. 376. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-
Governor Balfour, dated Downing-street, 30th October 1834.

I wave great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your Despatch of the
13th September, in which you inform me that the Colony under your Government
at the period at which you wrote was in a very tranquil state. This fortunate result,
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amongst other circumstances, I attribute to the very prudent course taken by you,
and the co-operation you have met with both from the authorities under your com-
mand and from other classes of His Majesty’s subjects.

 

— No. 377.-—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Balfour to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Government House, Bahamas, 14th October 1834,

WITH reference to your Despatch of the 19th July last, I have the honour to
forward a copy of an Act passed by the Legislature of the Bahamas in the month
of October last, intituled, “ An Act to amend an Act of the General Assembly of
these Islands, intituled, ‘ An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament,
3 & 4 William IV. cap. 73. for the Abolition of Slavery.’ ”

 

— No. 378. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor. Balfour to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, dated Government House, Bahamas, November 20th, 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the ist of
September, in which you allude to three magistrates as having in all probability
arrived here, and I would draw your attention to the fact that although three were
promised, only two special justices have arrived.

I rejoice to state that our community is perfectly quiet; that the punishments,
under the new system, are few in number, and although in general slight, yet appear
sufficient to ensure the attention of the negroes, and that in the Returns for the past
month from the special justices, I find, in two districts, the Returns mi/. In the
others, very few lashes have been inflicted, a few hours’ confinement in the stocks,
or of labour on the Saturday, being all which the magistrates ordered.

I am also glad to say that there have not been any complaints from masters or
labourers against the conduct of the magistrates in any one instance.

In conclusion, Sir, I cannot refrain from acknowledging most gratefully the view
which you have been pleased to take of my conduct during the anxious moments of
the past summer.

 

— No. 379.—

Extract of a DESPATCH fromPresident’Hunter to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated Government House, Bahamas, February 21st, 1835.

I am happy to have it in my power to inform your Lordship of the continued
tranquillity of the Bahamas, under the new system. To the judicious measures
adopted by the late Lieutenant-Governor during the months immediately following
the great change in the condition of the labouring population we are mainly
indebted for the tranquillity we enjoy ; and when we reflect upon the inadequacy of
the number of special justices furnished by the mother country to carry into effect
the intentions of Parliament, the peaceable demeanour of the apprenticed labourers
in the more distant Islets, where they are under no kind of surveillance, cannot fail
to be a matter of heartfelt gratification to all parties,

 

— No. 380. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the
Earl of Aberdeen, dated Government House, Bahamas, 5th March 1835.

I am happy in being able to report to your Lordship that tranquillity prevails
throughout these Islands, and the inhabitants appear to look forward to an imprave-
ment jn their circumstances which will contribute to the general contentment,
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No, 381.— ‘BAHAMAS.
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke to the No. 381.

Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Government House, Bahamas, 2 June 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship, to be laid before His Majesty _

in Council, an Act which has been passed to amend the auxiliary Act for the Abo-
ition of Slavery, and which has remedied the defect noticed in your Lordship’s
Despatch, by making provision for the hearing of objections relative to their clas-
sification by or on behalf of the apprentices. I have, &c

(signed) W* M. G. Colebrooke.

 

 

—No. 382.—

Corr of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 August 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in %,

Council, dated the 31st ult. leaving to their operation. certain clauses of an Act Wa,
passed by the Legislature of the Bahama Islands, in the month of February 1834, @oe Q
intituled, “ An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial. Parliament, intituled, ‘An “e_~
Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the
industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto
entitled to the services of such Slaves,’” and disallowing the other clauses thereof.

 

 

Tam, &c. .

(signed) Glenelg.

—No. 383.— No. 383.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke.

Sir, Downing-street, 2 August 1835.
I navethe honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated 31st ultimo, leaving to its operation an Act passed by the Legisla-
ture of the Bahama Islands, in the month of September 1834, intituled,—

“ An Act to amend an Act of the General Assembly of these Islands, intituled,
‘ An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament, intituled, An Act for
the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the industry
of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto entitled to
the services of such Slaves.’ ” I have, &c

(signed) Glenelg.
 

~~ No. 384.—

‘Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Colebrooke.

Sir, Downing-street, 3 August 1835. 9
I wave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in 3, %

Council, dated the 31st ult., declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath 4%,
been made in the Colony of Bahamas, for giving effect to an Act of Parliament % v»%,
made in the 3d and 4th year of His present Majesty, for the Abolition of Slavery. %

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

No. 384.
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GRAND CAYMANAS.

— No. 385.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Right HonourableThomas Spring Rice, dated the King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 12th August
1834.

THE very peculiar state of the Caymanas is in the anomalous position of being
without laws of any sort, without any form ofgovernment, without any person with.
any title to pre-eminence ; and which, though it willingly admits itself to be a de-
pendency of Jamaica, is not so by any enactment, has given me some uneasiness, On
intimation which I have by this packet received from Mr. Lefevre in a private letter.
that he had been unable to bring the state of those Islands under your consideration,
combined with a paragraph in Mr. Burge’s letter to the Committee of Correspon-
dence, wherein he states that nothing is to be done about them till he can.hear in
reply to that letter from this Island, has induced me to determine at once on send.
ing there a stipendiary magistrate; and as in the present state of this Island, when
its tranquillity, I think, in a great measure depends upon the exertions of these gen-
tlemen, I could not spare one, I have appointed Dr. Hulme, a Nottinghamshire
gentleman, who came out here as a physician, but who, finding’the ground com.
pletely occupied, was about to return home again. He will go there in a vessel of
war on Monday next. I have mentioned to him that I could in no way lead him
to imagine that he would be confirmed ; but that I would recommend that he should
be continued. In the mean time I have directed that his pay should be issued by
the Commissary General. There is no physician resident in the Island, and the
place is of so wretched a description, inhabited principally by turtle catchers, that
it would be difficult to induce any person to reside there on the present magisterial
allowance, without the hope of making something in some other way. Hehopes, as
a physician, so to do; on the other hand, it would bedifficult to induce a physician
to live there without some other consideration. I hope, therefore, that youwillbe
pleased to confirm the appointment. I deemed it impossible to leave the appren-
tices in that Island without some protection. I have also applied to Sir Amos
Norcott to send a subaltern and 20 men of the West India regiment there, in order
to support the magistrate in the execution ofthe laws.. Mr. Lefevre, in his letter to
me, written | fancy just as you were on the point of assuming office, directing me
to use a large discretion, has induced me to take these steps. I trust that you will
not think that I have exceeded the due limits of that discretion in what I have
done.
 

— No. 386. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from theMarquess of Siigo to the Right Honourable
Thomas Spring Rice.

Sir, King’s House, Jamaica, 3d Nov. 1834.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, relative to the

apprentices of the Caymanas, wherein you express considerable doubts whether they
are not free subjects, and in consequence of their non-registration, absolutely relieved
from the apprenticeship. In reply, I have to say, that I trust the law may not be
so interpreted eventually. In the first place, there having been no law in force in.
that Island to render registration necessary, it appears hard that a decree of the
British Parliament should, without any fault of their‘own, deprive them of thatvery
valuable property, the apprenticeship. Their valuation, though not registered, appears
to me to place them in precisely the same situation as if they had been registered.

Besides the apparent injustice to the proprietors of these apprentices, it strikes me
that much danger would arise to this and the other West India Islands from the dis-
content which would be occasioned when the negroes hear that their comrades at the
Caymanas have become absolutely free; they would, I fear, consider. that similar
advantages had been conceded to them, and concealed from them by their pro-
prietors. The consequences of such an idea becoming prevalent, I need not say,
would be most extensively injurious. Should; however, the law be decisive on the
point, and that the apprentices are free subjects, I will of course immediately recall

- Dr. Hulme from the Caymanas, and einploy him in this Island,. where. he is much
required.

There
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There is another case in this Island of a nature not precisely the same, but very
similar. The Maroons are holders of many slaves, and have never registered them;
but regular returns of their numbers, names, age and sex, have been sent in, as a
matter ofcourse, each session to the Assembly. The Board has directed the valuators
to make a separate return of these individuals, detailing the peculiar circumstances of
the case, in order that the matter may be considered by the Central Board at home.
With regard to the pensioners as serjeants ofpolice, our experience here has shown.

us, that no persons are to be had here fit for those commissions, excepting old
soldiers; the very good pay which they receive has induced several persons from the
regiments quartered here, and entitled to their discharge, to apply for it and join the
police. Where I have not been able to procure these persons, we are very badly
off indeed for serjeants qualified to drill the men, or keep up any sort of discipline.

I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.
 

— No. 387. —
Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to the Marquess of Sligo.

- My Lord, Downing-street, 16th Feb. 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 3d Nov.

last, respecting the apprentices in the Grand Caymanas.
The doubt which had been expressed by my predecessor, whether these negroes

are not free subjects, and in consequence of their non-registration, relieved from the
apprenticeship, involves considerations of such importance to the negroes themselves,
as well as to their masters, who derive so valuable a property from the apprentice-
ship, that I felt it my duty to call for the opinion of the law officers of the Crown
upon the question, Whether under the Slavery Abolition Act, the unregistered slaves
in the Caymanas, as well as those belonging to the Maroons in the Island of Jamaica,
whom you state to be in effect similarly circumstanced in regard to non-registry, could
be lawfully employed as apprenticed labourers, from the 1st August last, or whether
such bodies of slaves, or either of them, did on that day become entitled to the un-
qualified enjoyment of their personal freedom.
The report which has been received from the law officers of the Crown, has fully

justified the view which was taken upon this subject by my predecessor. They are
of opinion that the unregistered slaves, as well in the Grand Caymanas as in Jamaica,
could not be lawfully treated as apprenticed labourers from the 1st August last, from
which day they became absolutely manumitted.

_ In making this decision known to your Lordship, it is hardly necessary that I
should advert to the course which willbe necessary to adopt in consequence. It is
a duty incumbent on His Majesty’s Government to see the letter of the Abolition
Act carried into full effect; and however inconveniently such a course may operate
upon private interests, or those of the community, it is incumbent upon them, in a
case of this nature, to adopt the law as it stands, without question or qualification,
I am not insensible to the apparent injustice inflicted on the proprietors of the negroes
by this construction of the law, nor of the injury they will sustain, by being deprived
of the services of their apprentices. It may fairly be inferred, that the Act of the
British Parliament did not intend that any distinction should be drawn between one
slave owner and another, to the detriment of any party. But if from accidental cir-
cumstances there be cases which do not come within the scope and tenor of the
enactment, His Majesty’s Government have no power to interpose. It will be for
Parliament itself to provide a remedy, and to decide how far those affected by the
mission may be entitled to compensation for the loss unintentionally inflicted upon
em.
It is no doubt a point which requires most serious deliberation in what manner

this decision should be promulgated. I am not unmindful of the discontent which
may be expected to arise amongst the apprentices when they find that there are those
amongst them who enjoy at once unqualified freedom, whilst they are exposed to a
temporary servitude, and how difficult it will be to convince them that this is a legal
distinction, and not one of preference or partiality. But the present is one of those
cases in which, with every desire to relieve the local government from responsibility,
no specific instructions can be given for their guidance. I must, therefore, leave it
to your Lordship’s discretion to adopt the necessary measures for carrying this
decision into effect; and I feel the greatest confidence that the course you will take
will be that best calculated to prevent future embarrassment,
278.—II, In
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In connexion with this subject, 1 have further to acquaint your Lordship, that upon
the receipt of your Despatch, I caused a copy of it to be forwarded to the Commis.
sioners of Compensation for their opinion, whether any claims against the compen-
sation fund could be allowed in respect to the non-registered slaves at the Caymanas,
or to the slaves in Jamaica, the property of Maroons, who are stated never to have.
been registered. I enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of the reply
which has been received to this reference, from which it appears that the Commis-
sioners (for reasons which are stated at length in their letter) consider the Caymanas
as entitled to, share in the compensation fund according to the interests of the
respective owners in these Islands, and that in regard to the unregistered slaves in
Jamaica belonging to Maroons, they are inclined to hold that the regular annual
returns to the Assembly of these Maroons’ slaves might be deemed, whenproperly
authenticated, to satisfy the rule proposed by the Commissioners, that acertificate of
registration should accompany the claim, and entitle the owners to compensation.

our Lordship will observe, that the decision of the Commissioners is general,
and is capable of reference to all slaves not illegally held in slavery.

I have, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.
 

Enclosure in No. 387.

Office of Commissioners of Compensation, No. 25, GreatGeorge-street,
Sir, Westminster, 2oth January 1895. oo
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, transmitting, by the

direction of the Earl of Aberdeen, acopy of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo, relative
to a question which has arisen, whether the negroes at the Caymanas are not free subjects,
and in consequence of their non-registration, absolutely relieved from the apprenticeship ;
and requesting that we should give Lord Aberdeen our opinion whether any Claims against
the compensation fund can be allowed in respect to the unregistered slaves at the Caymanas,
or to the slaves in Jamaica, the property of Maroons, who are stated by Lord Sligo never to
have been registered.

, With respect to the compensation for slaves at the Caymanas, we beg to state that the
situation of those Islands, as dependencies of Jamaica, became a subject for the consideration
of the Commissioners in the beginning oftheir proceedings; and in their letter of instructions
(signed by all the then Commissioners), of the 4th November 1833, to the Assistant Commis-
sioners of Jamaica,upon the first head of inquiry for making the inter-colonial a portionment of
the compensation money, they were directed to appoint an agent to proceed from Jamaica to
the Caymanas, under the authority of the Assistant Commissioners, to procure a return of the
number of slaves belonging to or settled in those Islands, and to ascertain the value or price
of slaves therein, for eight years ending on the 31st December 1830. With these Islands,
although dependencies ofJamaica, there is little or no communication, from their distant
situation to leeward of Jamaica; they are governed by their own usages and customs, and-
the laws of the Jamaica Legislature do not necessarily extend to them. Not being included
in the Registry Acts of that Island, the owners were under no legal obligation, and had no
opportunity of registering their slaves. As, however, under the last clause of the Abolition
Act, Islands dependent upon Colonies, were to be deemed part thereof for the purposes of
the Act, such a return was required by our letter of instructions of the 4th November 1833,
as supplementary to the registration of the slaves in Jamaica. A very complete return has
accordingly been made, containing a registry of the names, numbers, ages and ownership of
all the slaves in the Caymanas, upon the oaths of the respective owners; and we have con-
tinued to consider the Caymanas, in all subsequent proceedings, in every respect as an
appendage to Jamaica, and entitled to share in the compensation fund, according to the
interests of the respective owners in those Islands.
With respect to the claim for compensetion for unregistered slaves in Jamaica belonging

to Maroons, webeg to state that we have as yet received no return or communication upon
e Assistant Commissioners of Jamaica; and that the question is now for

the first time proposed to us. .
We think, however, that according to the liberal and manifest interpretation of theAboli-

tion Act, it was intended to give the compensation for all the slaves, not illegally held in
slavery. And although the Registry Act ofJamaicawould oblige all holders of slaveswithin
the Colony to register them under a penalty, yet it does not make the omission to register
work a forfeiture of property. We should be inclined, therefore, to hold, that the regular
annual returns to the Assembly of the slaves belonging to the Maroons, as mentioned by
Lord Sligo, might be deemed, when properly authenticated, to satisfy the rule, proposed by
the Commissioners, that a certificate of registration should accompany the claim, and entitle
the owners to compensation.

We have, &c.

(signed) James Lewis.
R.W. Hay, Esq. &c. &ec. Hastings Elvin.

Colonial Office. Henry Frederick Stephenson.
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Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen, No. 388
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 27th April 1835.

I nave the honour to state for your information that I have deemed it expedient
to postpone carrying into effect your orders with regard to the Caymanas appren-
tices, until this packet now in harbour should have arrived, and that as she has’
come in, it is my intention to proceed to sea on Wednesday evening, in the Forte
frigate, for that purpose. .
The Island of Grand Caymanas being very unhealthy in consequence of the

marshes not being drained, and the incredible accumulation of vegetable matter,
owing, I presume, to the fertility of the soil, I did not wish to leave any white troops
quartered there. Indeed the want of barracks or any other species of accommo-
dation there would have prevented me from so doing; I therefore was anxious to
post 100 of the West India regiment there for about a month or six weeks, in order
to support the laws. On consulting Major-General Sir Amos Norcott, he assented
to my sending up to the Bahamas for these men, but at the same time added, that
the numbers there were below the usual complement. Upon turning this in my
mind, and the expense it would occasion to bring so many men so far, and then
send them back again, I determined on adopting a different course, and one which
I trust you will approve of. I applied to Commodore Pell, of whose readiness to
meet my wishes in all possible ways and to afford me every assistance in his power
it is impossible for me to speak in too high terms, to let me embark 25 men and
a captain of the 84th on board the Serpent sloop of war, and to direct her to
remain at that Island for a month or six weeks, in order to see that matters re-
mained quiet between the two parties in the Island, the proprietors and the appren-
tices. He assented at once to my doing so, and the Serpent will accordingly ac-
company the Forte on her voyage. I propose to send her on, being a very fast
sailer, to request that the custos, magistrates and principal inhabitants of the Island
should come on board the Forte as soon as she shall have anchored at George
Town, in order that I may communicate to them some important business. I pro-
pose to state the fact to them, that the law pronounces their apprentices to be
absolutely free from all servitude. I have prepared a proclamation and an address
to the people, copies of which I enclose herewith, which I will show to them, and
will then act according to circumstances, as to making public the object of my
mission to that Island. I propose to leave Dr. Thompson, and the black detach-
ment already there, till the Serpent leaves the Island, and then to withdraw them
all until I shall have heard your Lordship’s decision as to the maintenance of a
regular garrison there. I have calculated that Captain Pack, of the 84th, with his
25 men, the marines and small-arm men, which can be landed from the Serpent,
and the 20 men of the black corps now stationed there, will amount to a force of
75 men, which will be quite sufficient to keep the peace there in case of any out-
break. There are 180 white militia in the Island, and in order to place them com-
pletely under the command of Captain Pack, I purpose to give him the commission
of colonel in chief of the militia of the Grand Caymanas. I hope that all these
arrangements will be attended with success, and will meet with your approbation;
but I am bound to say that I am not at all easy at what may be the result. I trust
that your Lordship will have represented the utter ruin which will be brought on
these Caymanas proprietors, to Parliament, in order to procure them some addi-
tional compensation. What may be the effect on the apprentices of Jamaica, how-
ever, causes me much more consideration ; every thing appears now to begoing on
so perfectly well, they are all so contented, the managers are relaxing down from
their vexatious and teasing attacks upon the comforts of the negroes, finding from
experience that they have not now the same sort of people to deal with that they
had before, I fear much, least their minds should be unsettled by the setting free of
these people, and of the Maroon apprentices. I fear that the loyalty of the
Maroons may be shaken, by what, in their ignorance, they will attribute to a
partiality against their colour. It is, however, my duty to obey the instructions
Ihave received, and do the best I can to make them as little injurious to my
government as possible. I cannot conclude this Despatch without adding how
sensibly I feel the considerate confidence which has induced your Lordship to leave
the details and manner of my carrying into effect your instructions so entirely at
my own discretion. I trust that you will not have reason to think that confidence
misplaced.

278,.—11.
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Jamaica, ss. A PROCLAMATION.

By his Excellency the Most Noble Howe Peter, Marquess of Sligo, Knight of the most
illustrious Order of Saint Patrick, and member ofjHis Majesty’s most Honourable
Privy Councils in England and Ireland, Captain-general and Governor in Chief of
His Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and the Territories thereon depending in America,
Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the same.

Whereas the situation of the inhabitants of the Grand Caymanas havin engaged the
particular attention of His Majesty’s Government, more especially as to the effect the recent
changes under the laws of the Imperial Parliament have upon the structure of society in
those Islands belonging to Great Britain, were slavery formerly existed ; and the opinion of
the law officers of the Crown having been obtained; I have received His Majesty’s commands
forthwith to communicate the decision at which they have arrived upon the question.
The Slavery Abolition Act having declared that all persons of the age of six or upwards,

who, on or before the first of August one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, had been
duly registered as slaves, should become and be apprenticed labourers, and such regis
tration not having been adupted as respects the Islands of the Caymanas, previous to the
passing thereof, such unregistered slaves have in consequence become entitled to the un-
ualified enjoyment of their personal freedom: And whereas it is incumbent on His

Majesty's Government to see the letter of the Slavery Abolition Act carried into full effect,
I do hereby, under the directions of His Majesty’s Government, declare and make known,
that all such unregistered slaves at the Islands of the Caymanas, have become absolutely
manumitted, and can no longer be lawfully treated as apprenticed labourers, __

Fully alive, however, to the inconvenience which the course I am commanded to pursue
must entail upon the private interests or those of the community of this Island, and the
apparent injustice inflicted on the proprietors of negroes by this construction of the law,
owing to the injury which they will sustain in being deprived of the services of their ap-
prentices, still His Majesty’s Government have no power to interpose, and it will be for
Parliament itself to provide a remedy, and to decide how far those affected by -the omission
may be entitled to compensation for the loss unintentionally inflicted upon them. On this
subject a most earnest representation will be made to the King. And I have the satis-
faction in the mean time to make known that the Commissioners for Compensation in
England consider the Caymanas as an appendage to Jamaica, and entitled to share in the
compensation fund, according to the interests of the respective owners in those Islands.

Given undermy hand and seal at arms, at Saint Jago de la Vega, the day of
in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, annoque Domini 1835.

By His Excellency’s command.

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE GRAND CAYMANAS.
_ Tae Proclamation which I have this day made will have-informed you of the state of the
law with respect to this Island. To you who have heretofore been slave owners, doI at
first address myself. That there is an apparent hardship in the case, as far as your not
having the same advantage as to the service as apprentices of your former slaves, Ifreely
admit; I also admit that the non-registration of these slaves was no culpable neglect of
your own, as the law did not prescribe the necessity of your so doing; still however the
undoubted construction of the Abolition Act is, that all unregistered slaves shall become
absolutely and unconditionally free, and that you have -no further claim upon those who
were your slaves, for any services as apprentices. It will remain, therefore, for you to
submit with decorum and patience to the law as it stands, and make an energetic but
humble representation of the hardship of your being placed in a worse situation than other
slave owners, in theshape of petitions to the two Houses of Parliament. That-they will
be most attentively considered, I am certain; and though it is impossible for me to do more
than form my own idea of what their decision may be, I do feel assured that they will in
this instance act with their accustomed regard to the rights of individuals.. Should they
provide His Majesty, my most gracious Master, with the necessary means, I can safely
assure you that he will most favourably consider your claims, dependent as your Island is
on Jamaica, which he has been pleased always to connect with his earliest recollections and
most partial consideration. Should you intrust these petitions to my care, [ can promise
you all the support, private and public, that my position or influence can command ; should
rnotherwise dispose of them, you will be equally certain of my ardent exertions in your
ehalf,
You who have been slaves and lately acting as apprentices, are by this decision made

absolutely and unconditionally free; 1 trust you will show your gratitude to that nation
which has made such great personal and pecuniary sacrifices to ensure your freedom, by your
loyalty to your common Monarch, and by the willing and anxious obedience you will pay
to the laws of the land. New duties devolve upon you with the new position you now
occupy; and I hope that by the steadiness of your conduct, and your peaceable demeanour,
you will prove that this greatest of all earthly boons hasnot been unworthily bestowed upon
you ; you must now entirely depend upon your own industry for your support. You must
recollect that you have now no person to feed you, no person to clothe you, no person to

- give you medical assistance if you are ill. You must depend upon your own exertions for
all these things; you have no houses or grounds of your own; those you have heretofore

; occupied
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occupied must now be given up to their owners, your former masters, whose property they
are; all belong to him excepting your furniture, clothes and the crops you have now in the
round; these you have a right to remove to where you may please to go, if you mean to
o 80; but I trust that a sense of what is so decidedly your own interests will induce
ou to offer to your former masters such equivalent, either in labour or money, as will

induce him to leave you in the quiet occupation of your grounds and homes, Though he
who was your master is no longer so, recollect of what service he may be to you. Do not
imagine that becauseye are now free you are independent of one another; no class of the.
community can be independent of the other. All experience bas shown how one hangs on
the other. Those of you who have been well treated, recollect that it is now in your
ower to show your gratitude for past kindnesses; those who think that your masters

Pave occasionally felt harshly towards you, recollect that probably you gave great provo-
cation, and show that if they have been in the wrong, that will not now justify your acting
improperly. I trust that om-mny next visit to this Island, I shall hear that your improved
habits of industry, your quiet demeanour, and your increased and increasing wealth will show
your obedience to the laws, and that you deserve this great benefit which you now receive.

 

—No. 389. —~

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquess of Sligo.

My Lord, Colonial Office, Downing-street, 15 June 1835.
I Have received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 27th April last, reporting

the proceedings which you intended to adopt, and covering copies of the proclama-
tion and address which you proposed to issue upon announcing to the inhabitants of
the Grand Caymanas the immediate and entire liberation of the emancipated slaves
of that Island from the duty of labouring as apprentices under the Slavery
Abolition Act.
Your Lordship’s arrangements for preventing, or, if necessary, repressing any

breach of the public peace, appear to me entirely judicious and unexceptionable.
I also approve of the proclamation and address. I must, however, qualify this
statement by the remark, that if the people of the Caymanas shall be encouraged by
your Lordship’s language to anticipate any further Parliamentary grant as a com-
pensation for their losses, ‘such hopes will almost inevitably issue in disappointment.
It would be vain to expect that any further charge will be undertaken by the House
of Commons on this account. It would not, perhaps, be difficult to justify the
distinction which has been drawn between the compensation made to the owners of
registered and unregistered slaves; but I am not aware that any advantage could
be expected from engaging at present in that discussion.

I trust that your Lordship’s misgivings as to the excitement which will be produced
in the minds of the inhabitants of the Caymanas, will not be verified; for I am well
convinced, that on your own part nothing will be wanting to avert or te remedy
such evils which can be effected by activity and an enlightened zeal for the welfare of
all classes of His Majesty’s subjects who live under your Lordship’s government.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.

 

~—~ No. 390. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 14th May 1835.

I nave the honourto state for your information, in reference to my Despatch
announcing my intentions, that on Thursday morning the goth April, I sailed from
Port Royal for the Grand Caymanas, in His Majesty’s ship Forte, Commodore
Pell, accompanied by His Majesty’s sloop Serpent, Commander Sweny, with
Captain Pack, Lieutenant Hodgson, and 25 of the 84th regiment on board.
The Serpent being considered the fastest vessel on the station, I requested

Captain Sweny to make the best of his way to our destination, to warn all the
magistrates and principal inhabitants to meet me on our arrival in George Town, in
order that I might make to them a particular communication. My object in so
doing was to consult them, and find out their feelings as to my present most
unpleasant duty, and then to make arrangements for as speedy a return to Jamaica
as might be possible, in order that I should be on the spot, prepared for any
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consequences which might arise on the news of what had taken place at the
Caymanas reaching the apprentices on that Island. I arrived at George Town
about three o’clock on the 2d May, and almost immediately Mr.Drayton
the custos, Dr. Thompson, the special justice, Lieutenant Williams, commanding
the detachment of the 2d West India regiment stationed there, and about 25 of the
principal inhabitants, came off. Having received them all in the Forte’s cabin,
I opened to them the object of my most painful mission. I need not say how
thunderstruck they were when they heard the announcement I made to them;
but I must add, that I did not conceive it possible that such a severe visitation
could have been received in so patient and decorous a manner. They inquired
whether any memorial could effect a postponement of the threatened evil,
I then informed them, that I had long since received from the late Governmenta
notification of this view of the subject having been entertained by them, and that
I had remonstrated in the strongest terms, but that after long consideration
and much consultation with the law officers of the Crown, the British Government
had found that no choice was left them, and that I was ordered in consequence to
see the law strictly and accurately carried into effect. I then continued to inform
them, that I had come down for that purpose, and to express to them the
deep sympathy I felt for them, and my readiness to forward for them to the
Governmentany representation which they should consider might be of service
to them, and support it with the best influence, public or private, which I could
command. At first they appeared anxious for some delay, in order to make
preparations for the change, but beforeI announced to them that this was impossible,
I succeeded in persuading them that it was not desirablefor themselves. They
all agreed that I should land the following morning at seven o'clock, and make
public the proclamation. I then dismissed them, praying that, as accom-
modation was difficult to be had in the Island away from their own homes,
those who lived at a distance should not think of waiting for the morning, but that
I should request those who were resident at George Town to meet me at that hour,
as the occasion was most solemn. ‘They at once replied, that as I had done them
the honour ofcoming down from Jamaica to make the communication easier to them,
they thought the least they could do would be to pay me the compliment of attending —
me. Iexplained to them all the arrangements I had made with respect to the
Serpent remaining there with her troops on board, and that Commodore Pell had
kindly promised to relieve her with another vessel at the conclusion of a month, in
case the state of the Island should be at that time such as to make it desirable.
They declared that it added much to their gratification to see so much considera-
tion paid to them, but that they felt confident there could be no disturbance
and no annoyance. I pointed out to them the necessity of my reaching Jamaica
before the news of what occurred there should reach it, to which they acceded.
On the following morning, the 3d May, I landed, as arranged, at seven o'clock,

under a salute, and was met by almost all the gentlemen I had seen the day before,
and some others in addition, Captain Pack read the proclamation, and I then read
my written advice to them, and gave copies of buth to be stuck up in the most con-
spicuous parts of the Island, and explained to the people by Captain Pack and
Dr. Thompson. Besides that address, I made to the assembled negroes some
remarks whichI considered advisable as to their liability to taxation, they havingno
longer any right to any houses or grounds given to them by their masters,
and many matters which I considered it expedient that they should be made aware
of. One of them stepped forward, and declared the change could be no change to
him, as he would remain all his life with his master, who had always behaved so

well to him. The rest of the apprentices did not seem to have any feeling on the
occasion, or to know the extent of the blessing they were then receiving. I was

then accompanied to the water-side by the gentlemen, and the custos, who just as I

was on the point of embarkation addressed me in the name of the Island, humbly

thanking me for the honour I had paid them in visiting them twice, an honour that

had never before been conferred on them. They then saluted me from their Island
battery, as I was rowing off to the Forte. We immediately made sail for Jamaica,

which, owing to calms and contrary winds, we did not reach till the 13th of May.
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'_ GRAND—No. 891. — CAYMANAS.
Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquess ofSligo, No. 30

dated Downing-street, 15th July 1835. 0 391.
Iuave received and laid before The King your Lordship’s Despatch of the

14th of May last, reporting the result of the measures you had adopted for the
announcement of unconditional and immediate freedom to the negroes at the
Caymanas.

I am commanded by His Majesty to signify to you the satisfaction he has felt at
the happy termination of this important business, and His Majesty's sense of the’
prudence with which your arrangements have been made, and of the discretion and
zeal with which they have been carried into effect.

BERMUDA.
BERMUDA.

— No. 392.— .No.392.
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Stephen R. Chapman to

Mr. Secretary Stanley.
Sir, The Bermudas, February 1834.
EVERY attention has been paid to your commands, as signified in your

circular }espatches of the 5th September and 19th October 1833, on the subject of
the Abolition of Slavery; and although it did not appear to me advisable to convene “%%
the Legislature of this Colony, until I should receive the promised draft ofan Order “ey Sp,
in Council, as stated in the last of the above-mentioned letters, yet every preparation
was made to ascertain the general disposition of the mhabitants at large, in the
expectation of its early arrival.

he enclosed copy of the Royal Gazette extra, of this Colony, contains a copy of
my opening speech to the Legislature on the oth ultimo; I have also the honour to
forward copies of the addresses to me from both Houses on the above-mentioned
occasion; and as I deemed it important to adhere as much as possible to the
phraseology and spirit of your Despatches, as relating to this Colony, I am not
without hopes, that the course I have pursued will be satisfactory to you.
An Act has been passed abolishing Slavery in the Bermudas on the ist August

next, and there will be time, I trust, for my receiving any further commands from
you thereon which may be deemed necessary. I am not, however, without an
opinion that a little more time would have been preferable; but the majority of the
inhabitants in favour of unconditional emancipation at that early period was
so overwhelming, and the unanimity in the Assembly so entire, that the Legislature
have only acted in unison with the decidedly expressed wishes of the country at
large, in adopting this measure, and the Act has accordingly passed dispensing
altogether with the system of apprenticeship.
The period until the 1st August is certainly very short, but I have impressed on

the minds ofmany of theinfluential inhabitants the necessity of an early considera-
tion of what may be deemed requisite towards the employment of those persons
upon their coming into a state of freedom, as well as of those who may be thrown
upon the public, either by their own determinatiou for change, or that of their
owners to release themselves from an expense of maintaining such as are unwilling
by their own industry, to support themselves, or who may be unable so to do.
I do not, however, apprehend any difficulty which the Legislature, now engaged in
the consideration of this matter, cannot meet.

I have the honour to enclose herewith attested copies of—
1. An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in these Islands in consideration of

Compensation.
2. An Act to repeal the Laws exclusively applicable to free Black and free

Coloured Persons, and exterid to them the Laws applicable to White Persons,
and to fix the Qualifications for Jurors, Voters, and the Electors. and
Candidates for certain Offices and Places of Trust.

I have, &c.
(signed)  §. R. Chapman, Governor, &c.   

278.—II.
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Extracts from the Roya. Gazetre, extra Newspaper, dated Hamilton, Bermuda
roth January 1834. ,

Friday noon.
Yesterpar, the day appointed by proclamation for convening the Legislature, the

members of His Majesty’s Council and the members of the House of Assembly having met
accordingly in this town (Hamilton), a message from the administrator of the Government
was sent, requesting their attendance at Mount Langton; where having assembled
his Excellency Sir S, R. Chapman was pleased to address them as follows :— ,

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

I have brought you together at an earlier period than usual, for the urpose of calli
yourattention to an Ace of Parliament, of which I have directed a copy to be ane
each of your Houses, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery,” dated 28th August
ast.
Though anxious as I have been to enable you to commence the labours pointed out by

this Act, I have deemed it expedient to delay convoking you, until I should receive from
His Majesty’s Government the draft ofan Order in Council, as promised ina Despatch from
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 5th September last, to serve as a model, though
not for strict imitation, in the discharge of the duties imposed upon you by the operation of
this Act. In the mean time, the principal inhabitants, the public in general, and the
coloured population of this Colony, have been prepared to receive this important communi-
cation, whereby the interests of all classes of society are so deeply involved.
You will observe that this Act dves not interfere with the appropriate duties of the

Legislature ofthis Colony beyond the strict limits of necessity, and that a due and anxious
regard has been manifested to the local knowledge of the Legislature.

very information and assistance in my power I can afford shall be given; and as
His Majesty’s instructions and those of His Government are couched in language most
conciliatory, I feel that they will be responded to in the same spirit by yourselves and the
community at large; for I am persuaded that but one feeling of kindness pervades the minds
of the inhabitants in general towards the .coloured people of this happy and peaceable
Colony; the greater part of whom have been fostered under the immediate eye of their
owners, and who, from having formed a part of their respective families, will receive that
encouragement and protection they have been accustomed to experience, it will tend
much to the mutual comfort and advantage of all classes, and will be in accordance with the
spirit and kind feeling of His Majesty to all his subjects.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

To you, gentlemen, will belong, in the first instance, a considerable degree of anxiety and
labour in ascertaining and balancing the views and interests of both classes, in framing and
enacting such laws as will best meet the momentous subject now before us, which, whilst
they preserve the general tranquillity of the Colony, will embrace permanent benefit and
comfort; for the laws to be good, must be reciprocally advantageous to all.

For such supplies asmay be requisite, I rely with confidence upon your usual liberality.

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

In again addressing you respectively, and together, I am most anxious to ensure your
cordial co-operation math each other, and with myself, in endeavouringto meet the just
expectations of His Majesty and the British Parliament. In using the words of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, as relates to the slaves, it is stated, “ That His
Majesty, the Parliament, and the nation of Great Britain, are entitled to expect and demand
the most tranquil and orderly submission to such laws as shall be framed for their public
government in a state of freedom.”

All the instructions I have received, and particularly the plan which has been drawn up
as a draft of an Order in Council, copies of which shall be sent to each House, manifest
an anxious desire on the part of His Majesty’s Government to assist you in your labours
towards the accomplishment of this great change.

It is by no means intended‘to fetter the discretion which has been vested by Parliament
in the Colonial Assembly, and as much is left to your local knowledge and practical
experience, as well as intimate acquaintance with the peculiarities of your respective
laws, as suited to the society for which they were framed, I have no doubt but that a
corresponding spirit of anxiety will show itself in all classes to meet the change which
you are called upon to facilitate and ultimately to bring together, with myself, into
operation.

Pe (signed) S&S. R.C.
Mount Langton, gth January 1834.
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The following Addresses from His Majesty’s Council and the Honourable House of
Assembly of Bermuda, in reply to his Excellency the Governor’s Speech at the upening of
the Session, 13th of January 1834 :—~

To his Excellency Major-General Sir Stephen R. Chapman, &e. &c. &c.

Tuz ADDRESS or raz LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL or BERMUDA.

May it pease your Excellency,
We, His Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council of Bermuda,

have the honour to offer our thanks to your Excellency for the speech in which our attention
has been directed to the highly important business on which your Excellency has been
leased to convene the Legislature of this Colony. Aware of the numerous and serious

difficulties which attend any extensive alterations, even when they are of the most
beneficial character, in the existing constitutions of society, and participating with many—
of our fellow subjects in His Majesty’s Colonies, in an intense anxiety to promote the
safe and equitable adjustment of the claims of all parties to be affected by the abolition of
slavery, we cannot but gratefully appreciate the judicious and liberal spirit manifested b
His Majesty’s Government and the British Parliament, in the enactment of a law, which
has at once provided to a considerable extent compensation for the proprietor and
enfranchisement for the slave ; nor can we be less sensible to that wise and just forbearance
of the Imperial Parliament, which has left to the discretion and local knowledge of the
Colonial Legislatures, the privilege of substituting for the Imperial Act, such laws as may,
without infringing the general principle of emancipation, so modify its provisions with
reference to particular exigencies, as to render them more safe and convenient.
When the documents to which your Excellency alludes shall be laid before our House,

your Excellency may be assured that our best abilities and diligence will be devoted to the
duty which is devolved upon us by the constitution of this Colony, and that we shall gladly
co-operate with the other branches of the Legislature in completing those local enactments
which, on mature deliberation, ma appear to us most advantageous to the interests of this
community, and most likely to satisfy the just expectation ofthe King, his Parliament and
his people, on this momentous subject. :

Werespond with satisfaction to the opinion implied in your Excellency’s speech, that
our duties in this. respéct will be much facilitated by the paternal care and kindness with
which the slaves of this Colony have generally been treated by their proprietors, and by the
religious instruction which has, of late years especially, been extendedto that class of
this community, as a necessary preparation for a measure which will place them in a
condition of greater moral responsibility and less personal restraint.

_ . _ By order of the House,
(signed) Robert Kennedy, President.

 

To his Excellency Major-General Sir Stephen Remnant Chapman, &c. &c. 8c.

Taz ADDRESS or tuz HOUSE or ASSEMBLY or BERMUDA.

May itplease your Excellency,
We, His Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the General Assembly of Bermuda,

have to thank your Excellency for your Excellency’s speech on opening the present
Session.
Ona measure of such unprecedented importance in colonial politics as that to which

your Excellency has called our attention, contemplating as it does most extensive changes
in our civil relations, we shall, of course, deliberate with all the anxiety due to the magnitude
of the question, but with a sincere desire to acquiesce in and promote the views of our most
gracious Sovereign as far as lucal circumstances may require or permit; and we, therefore,
fully appreciate the benefits likely to arise from that full development of those views which
the documents promised to be laid before us by your Excellency are intended to afford.

Maintaining, as this Colony ever has done, the fairest and most unimpeachable character
for general kindness to its coloured population, “the greater part of whom,” as your
Excellency remarks, “ have been fostered under the immediate eye of their owners, and
have formed a part of their respective families,” we, nevertheless, attach much value to the
official recognition of the fact in your Excellency’s speech; and we confidently hope that
this circumstance will ensure to all our proceedings on this momentoussubject shortly to
occupy our attention, the most favourable construction both from your Excellency and
His Majesty’s Government. .
We shall be ready upon the present, as upon all former occasions, to grant such supplies

as the exigenciesof the public service may require, having due regard to the resources of
our constituents, and to the possible effect on those resources, from the changes which may
be produced on the condition of our society.

By order of the House,

11th January 1834. (signed) John Noble Harcey, Speaker,
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— No. 393. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Governor Sir S. R. Chapman.

Sir, Downing-street, 24 June 1834.
I nAvE received your Despatch, dated in the month of February 1834, contain.

ing the gratifying intelligence that the Legislature of Bermuda has passed an Act
for abolishing Slavery from the 1st of August next, and I have the honour to
acquaint you that the course which you pursued upon the receipt of my prede-
cessor’s several circular Despatches on this important subject appears to me per-
fectly satisfactory.
The Acts which are inclosed in your present Despatch are intituled respectively as

follows :— .
“ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in these Islands, in consideration of Com.

pensation ;” and.
“* An Act to repeal the Laws exclusively applicable to the free Black and freeColoured Persons, and extend to them the Laws applicable to White Persons; and

to fix the Qualification for Jurors, Voters and the Electors and Candidates for cer.
tain Offices and Places of Trust.” ,
The first of these Acts, which entirely abolishes Slavery from the 1st of August

next, and dispenses altogether with the system of apprenticeship, is, 1 think, free
from all objection, either of a legal nature or on grounds of discretion and sound
volicy..
The second Act relieves the free coloured population of the Bermuda Islands

from every legal disability to which the white population are not subject, and thusfar it is the necessary sequel or adjunct of the first Act.
But the Legislature have in this Act proceeded to raise very considerably the

qualifications of Members of the House of Assembly, of Mayors, Aldermen and
Common Councilmen, of Vestrymen, Churchwardens and Constables, and of the
Electors by whom all those different functionaries areto be chosen. In some cases
these qualifications are more than doubled. Before I can form a correct estimate
of these provisions, it is necessary that I should possess more information than I can
gather from your present Despatch. I should wish especially to be informed, as far
as the means at your disposal will admit, what have been the actual numbers of the
several constituent and elective bodies under the system hitherto in force, to
what extent and in what particular directions those numbers will be diminished or
increased by the operation of the Statute now under consideration 3;how far it is
probable that under its provisions any of the free coloured population will, within
any assignable period, actually participate in the privileges it professes to give them,
or whether there is reason to conclude that the existing generation will find those
privileges to have been nominal only. On all these points, and on any others
which may occur to you as useful, I must request such information and remarks as
you may be able to supply to me for the guidance of my judgment on the very im-
portant law which you have transmitted to me, in order that it may receive the deci-
sion of His Majesty in Council. Ihave, &e

(signed) 7. Spring Rice.

 

~- No. 894. —

Cory ofa DESPATCH from Governor Sir S. R. Chapman to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, The Bermudas, 8th October 1834.
I nave the honour to forward to you a copy of the Bermuda Gazette, of the

16th ultimo, containing a copy of my Speech, on the occasion of the prorogation of
the LegislativeAssemblies at this place.

It may not be irrelevant to observe to you, that the feeling of the two Houses was
strongly marked at the moment, the favourable sentiments of the community at
large strongly manifested, and that the Executive stands high in public estimation in
consequence of the emancipation of Slavery having taken place here at the earliest
possible period. Ihave, &c.

(signed)  S. R. Chapman.
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Enclosure in No. 394.

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

As your labours for the present Session have been brought toa close, I am happy in being
enabled to release you from further attendance on your legislative duties. Public service
of no ordinary character called you early into session, and the same cause has made it a
protracted one; but your zeal in meeting the views of His Majesty’s Government, have led
younot to consider your time as a sacrifice, although your private interests have been affected
thereby.

Important have been your labours during this Session, and eminently beneficial the results
to a large portion of the community at least. You have exceeded.even the most sanguine
expectations of His Majesty, and the Parliament of Great Britain, in the unrestricted free-
dom which you have granted to the coloured population of this happy Colony; and although
we were the last to receive the Despatches on this subject from His Majesty’s Government,
and the Legislature was in consequence convened at a later period than it otherwise would
have been, yet you have the proud satisfaction of reflecting, and history will record, that in
passing a law for conferring this great boon, you have been second to none. Happy am I in
finding myself associated with yourselves, and | may say, with the public in general, in feel-
ing, determination and action on this memorable occasion.
The many laws necessarily required by the change in our social condition, or suggested by

a prudential regard to the possible consequences of an untried experiment, have rendered the
resent a most laborious as well as important Session ; and although, ‘in the various enact-

ments contained in so large an addition to our civil and criminal code, there may be found
upon experience, some matters calling for revision and improvement, their general spirit and
tendency will, I am well assured, befound in perfect unison with that which has dictated the
leading measure of the Session.
As relates to the legislative precautions which have been adopted by way of police regula-

tion, the good order, the decorum, the exemplary observance of the memorable first of
August, as a day of thanksgiving to the Author of all good, and the more than ordinary
tranquillity which has reigned since, sufficiently evince that in the moderate extent of those
precautions, you have formed a correct estimate of the character of the coloured population,
while they also afford a flattering presage of their future good conduct in their new situation.
On them I would earnestly inculcate, nay, in His Majesty’s name, enjoin the most scrupu-
lous observance of the laws, respect to the constituted authorities, and a deferential regard to
their superiors, as the most suitable return for the civil privileges to which they have been
admitted, and as evidencing in a manner the most satisfactory, that they are qualified to
enjoy them.
, Twadverting to the complete success of this great measure, achieved without a dissentient
voice, for the most perfect harmony and cordiality have pervaded your councils, I cannot but
felicitate you on the proud station.in which you stand.
As His Majesty’s representative, forming a part of the Legislature of the Colony, and

identified with you, asI feel myself in every matter touching the public interest and happi-
ness, | cannot deny to myself the right of participating in this proud reflection.
_ In issuing a Proclamation, with the concurrence of the Council, which I thought it advis-
able to promulgate, setting apart the day on which freedom dawned on so large a number
of our fellow subjects, as a day of thanksgiving to the Almighty, I acted in accordance,
Ihave reason to believe, with the sentiments of the entire population of this Colony; and
most happy was I to see and to learn, that the House of Prayer was indeed one of
Thanksgiving.
To the clergy we are highly indebted for the doctrines inculcated on the occasion, so

calculated to excite in the minds of the coloured population that tone and tranquil line of
conduct, not on that day alone, but since; for all seemed to feel the solemn occasion which
trought them together, and solemn and quiet was their demeanor throughout.

I cannot dismiss you, gentlemen, without recommending that your watchful attention be
given to those whom you have thus benefited: and in the event of your foreseeing the pro-
bability of distress taking place, either as respecta the white or the coloured population, aris-
ing from this event, that you will meet with kindness and consideration the wants of those

requiring your support; and I can assure you, that I shall not be found wanting in aiding
and assisting your endeavours, whether publicly or by private means. And as I have been
working with you, and for you, for a period of nearly three years, 1 trust I shall have credit
for an earnest wish to promote the prosperity and comfort of the Colony which His Majesty
has been graciously pleased to entrust to my charge.

I must not omit to call your serious attention, when you retire to your domestic occupations,
to the consideration of what may be required for the general good of the community at large;
and although much may be done by giving employment to the labouring class, yet the en-
forcement of your police regulations may become necessary to prevent the ill-disposed, of
which there will always be some in every community, from running counter to the laws, and
for bringing them to punishment upon the infringement of them.

I will not further trespass upon your attention, gentlemen, than by merely adverting
to thecommunication from His Majesty’s Secretary ofState, of his being gratified by the receipt
of the intelligence that Bermuda had passed an Act abolishing slavery from the 1st day of
278 —Il, August;
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August: that the courseI had pursued upon the receipt of his predecessor’s circular deg-
patches on this important subject were perfectly satisfactory, and that the Act which en-
tirely abolished slavery from that date, dispensing altogether with the system of apprentice-
ship, is, in the view of His Majesty’s Government, free from all objection, either of a legal
nature, or on grounds of discretion and sound policy:
Mount Langton, gth September 1834. S.R.C.
His Excellency was then pleased to prorogue the Colonial Parliament to Wednesday, the

8th of October next.

 

— No. 395. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir S: R. Chapman to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, . The Bermudas, 7th October 1834.
IN reply to the inquiries contained in your Despatch of the 24th June ult.,

respecting the operation of the Act passed during the late session, for repealing
such laws as apply exclusively to black and coloured persons, and altering the
amount of qualification for the exercise of certain elective and representative fran-
chises, 1 have now the honour to transmit the results of my inquiries under their
respective heads :—

1st.—-The amount in number of electors for a member of theAssembly,
immediately previous to the first of last August, when the above Act went into
operation, was 654 for the whole Colony. = ,
2d.—The present amount of white electors as above is 615 ; thus showing

a diminution of 39 in the number of white electors for a member of the
Assembly under the new law, which increases the pecuniary amount of
qualification.
3d.—The number of black and coloured persons at present known to be

qualified to vote at an election for a member of the Assembly, under
the new law, is 31. “
4th.—The number of black and coloured persons at present known to be

qualified for a seat in the House of Assembly, is three.
5th.—-The number of persons qualified to vote at an election of avestryman

or churchwarden previous to the 1st of August, was 746.
6th—-The present number of white electors as above is 612, showing

a diminution of 134 in the number of white electors under the new law.
7th.—The number of black and coloured persons at present known to be

qualified to vote as above, under the new law, is 33.
8th.—The number of persons qualified to serve as jurors previous to the

ist of August, was 513.
oth.—The present number of white persons qualified to serve as jurors, is

447; showing a diminution of 66 in the number of white persons qualified to
serve as jurors under the new law,

10th,—The number of black and coloured persons at present known to be
qualified to serve as jurors, is 18.

11th.—The number of black and coloured persons at present known to be
qualified to serve as vestrymen or churchwarden is ‘17.

12th.—The number of persons qualified to vote at an election for a mayor,
alderman or common councilman for the two corporate towns of Hamilton
and St. George was, previous to the 1st of August, 145.

13th.—The present number of white electors as above, is 1 37; showing a
diminution of eight white electors under the new law.

14th.—The number of black and coloured persons at present known to be
qualified to vote as above, under the new law, is 12.

15th.—The number of black and coloured persons at present known to be
qualified to be elected mayor, alderman or common-councilman for the two
corporate towns, is two.

From the foregoing returns, it will appear, that the white constituencies are all
reduced in number under the operation of the new law. With respect to the black
and coloured population, now for the first time admitted to the elective and
representative franchises, it is to be remarked, that as that description ofpersons

as
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has heretofore been excluded from the enjoyment of those franchises, it has never BERMUDA.
been customary to rate in the parish books any freehold property that such persons —_
might possess, and the present returns, as respects that class of persons, being
framed merely from the personal knowledge of the local authorities in the respective
parishes, it is not improbable that their numbers will be found considerably larger
when the freeholds possessed by those persons shall be valued, for the purpose of
being assessed to the parish rates, in common with those of the whites, at next
Easter.
Thevalue of the freehold being now the only qualification required by law for any

of the constituent bodies, there will, of course, be no impediment whatever to black
and coloured freeholders exercising the elective franchise in any of the cases above
referred to (if duly qualified as to the amount of their respective freeholds), in com-
mon with the white constituency.
With respect to the selection of jurors, the law which requires a juror to be a

literate person remaining unchanged, this qualification is consequently necessary for
a juror, in addition to the qualification in property which is now required for
the exercise of the elective franchise in any ofthe capacities before mentioned.

 

I have, &c.

(signed) S. R. Chapman, Governor, &c.

_— No. 896. — No. 396.

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to
Governor Sir S. R. Chapman.

Sir, Downing-street, 25th February 1835.

I nave had under my consideration your Despatch of the 7th October,
respecting the probable operation of the Act passed during the last session of the
Legislature of Bermuda, for repealing such laws as apply exclusively to black and

coloured persons; and J have the pleasure to acquaint you, that this Act, in

common with all others passed by the Legislature of Bermuda in their last session,
has been left to its operation by His Majesty in Council.

T have, &c.

(signed) Aberdeen.

 

—No. 397.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Acting Governor
of the Bermuda Islands.

Sir, Downing-street, 2d August 1835.

I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 31st ult., confirming the Act passed by the Legislature of the

Bermuda Islands in the month of February 1834, for the Abolition of Slavery ~, 4

in that Colony, and reciting and setting forth at length, in pursuance of the

23d section of the British Act, the several provisions and enactments of that Act

which have been superseded by the Act of the Legislature of Bermuda.

I have, &c.

(signed) § Glenelg.

No. 397.

 

 

—No. 398.— No. 398.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir §. 2. Chapman,

Sir, Downing-street, 3d August 1835.

I navethehonour to transmit to you herewith an Order of His Majesty in

Council, dated the 31st ult. declaring, that adequate and satisfactory provision

hath been made in the Colony of Bermuda, for giving effect to an Act ofParliament

made in the 3d & 4th year of His present Majesty for the Abolition of Slavery.

J have, &c..

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 399.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Colonel Wade to Mr. Secretary Stanley
dated Government House, Cape Town, 6th December 1833. ,

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 18th
July last, enclosing a copy of a series of resolutions, by which the House of Com-
mons and the House of Lords have declared the expediency of adopting immediate
and effectual measures for the Abolition of Slavery, &c. &c.; also a copy of the

Bill, which, in’ pursuance of those resolutions, His Majesty's Government have
brought into the House of Commons.
‘The resolutions were published here in the colonial newspapers as far back as

the month of July last, and, as no doubt Sir, Lowry Cole will have already apprised
you, excited no open expression of discontent whatever. Subsequently, on the
4th September, there was also published a letter from Mr. Borradaile, ot London,
to the Committee of the Commercial Body of Cape Town, communicating the result
of an interview the Cape Trade Society had with you relating to the measure in
question; and the general impression produced by that document was, that the
interests of the slave proprietors of this Colony would be favourably considered by
His Majesty’s Government. .
At the momentI received your Despatch, I was setting out on an excursion

through the Cape and neighbouring districts of Stellenbosch, Swelleudam, and
Worcester, containing, with Cape Town, a large proportion of the slave population;
and as I subsequently required from the several civil commissioners, resident ma-
gistrates, and protectors of slaves, confidential reports of the state of feeling observ.
able among both proprietors and slaves, as arising out of the proposed measure,
Iwas unwilling to hazard a reply until I was in possession of the most ample
information I could collect on the important subject it referred to.
From the reports of the public functionaries, the communications I have received

from many other individuals who have the best opportunities of ascertaining the
state of the public mind, and from my own personal observations, I feel that I may
venture to assure you, that there is no cause to apprehend, on the part of the slave
proprietors in this Colony, any openly avowed hostility to the Bill, still less any
thing partaking of systematic resistance to it, or that the measure will be here pro-
ductive of any collision between the different classes of society. . . - . .

Before I proceed further with this part of the subject, I will state, that from the
slaves themselves, I am satisfied there is nothing whatever to apprehend. It were
needless on this occasion to recapitulate the great variety of circumstances that haye,
at all times, combined to deprive slavery, at the Cape of Good Hone, of many of
its most odious features, and to impress upon it an essentially different character
from what it bears elsewhere, and which have, at the same time, been greatly instru-
mental in preserving the imaginations of the slaves from those false impressions,
which have so frequently been productive of the most fatal consequences in th:
West Indies. I will advert therefore only to a few-of these, as forming, in‘some
part, theground of the opinion I have ventured to expresss.

ist. Slavery exists here, itis true ; but as I believe has been universally admitted,

in an exceedingly mitigated form.
2dly. The proportion which the slave population bears to the free, is, as com-

pared with that proportion in other colonies, here reversed.
3dly. There are not here, and never have been, any plantation slaves, or slaves

working in gangs under the whip; nor, except during a very short period of the

year, viz. in the wine-making season, is there any manufacturing labour, requiring

from the slave extraordinary exertion beyond his usual working hours.
4thly. A large proportion of the whole population is widely separated and dis«

persed over an immense extent of country.
5thly. There is not one proprietor of slaves in the Colony who possesses 100;

but four who possess between 70 and go ; and 16 who have from 40 to 60; and

besides these, there are very few indeed who have even 30; added to which,
almost every one of the individuals above alluded to as possessing upwards of 40
slaves, and many of the smaller proprietors also, have either cattle or corn ee

exclusive
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exclusive of, and commonly at a considerable distance from the estates on which
they themselves reside; and the slaves of these persons are in general distributed

amongst their farms.
Without trespassing further on your time, the above facts (and there are a multi-

plicity of others which have all had the same tendency) will suffice to show that, in

this Colony, concert among the slaves, for any purpose whatever, was and is im-
practicable ; and to explain why it is that the discussion of the slave question here

has never, at any period, excited exaggerated hopes on the part of those most

interested in its final-issue. In fact, complete unfettered emancipation has never

once been dreamt of by the most civilized slave in the Settlement.
The totally uneducated and almost barbarous beings, who are permanently fixed

on the far distant and isolated farms of their owners in the interior, and who

rarely mix with others than their fellow slaves, never with any less ignorant than

themselves, are indeed aware, that during the last few years, laws have been made

with a view to the amelioration of their condition, (and they have extensively

availed themselves of their right to appeal to the magistrate against the undue

exercise, or what they may deem such, of domestic authority); but for any measure,

pretending to do more than regulate the amount of their food and clothing, and

prescribe the periods of their daily labour, and the quantum of punishment to be

inflicted,by their master, they are, I am convinced, unsolicitous, and certainly un-

repared.
P In the more populous parts of the Colony the case is different; and in the dis-

tricts nearest to Cape Town, an expectation has been awakened among the slaves

that they are about to receive some more important, but to them as yet undefined

benefit, than has hitherto been conferred upon them.
At Cape Town, again, the slaves are, of course, considerably better educated and

more advanced in civilization than in the districts; but not even here have their

most anxious hopes ever led them to anticipate a measure, having for its object their

immediate emancipation from slavery, and eventual total liberation from compulsory

service. The great majority of these last are domestic slaves, or artisans, hired

out by their owners at exorbitantly high wages; and as they are in the way of

hearing the merits of this question hourly discussed, and perfectly understand the

nature, and appreciate the value of a change, which will enable them to realize for
themselves some portion, at least, of the profits arising from their knowledge and

industry, a desire for freedom has of late rapidly increased among them, which,

however, I must add, is not always participated in by the older slaves, or by those

who are domesticated in the family of their owner. It is due to the slave popula-

tion to add, that in no one instance have I been able to ascertain that their hopes

and expectations have manifested themselves in turbulent or disorderly conduct; it

is stated to me, indeed, by the protectors and their assistants, that complaints of an

insolent and disrespectful bearing towards the masters have of late become more
frequent than usual. ....
On this part of the subject I will only add, that of course very many slaves will

hereafter be found, who will misunderstand or abuse both the probationary period

of apprenticeship, and subsequent perfect emancipation; but, in my bumble opinion

at least, in an augmentation, a very considerable one, however, to the numbers,

and almost as considerable an extension of the powers of the magistracy; and in

well-digested apprentice and vagrant laws, carefully adapted to the various local and

other peculiarities of the Colony and the people, will be found a perfectly sufficient

remedy for any or all the evils which, it is obvious, will arise, and are indeed in-
separable from this entire change in the frame of society.

I must, in the first place, be permitted to observe, that there is, I believe, no

colony in which instances of manumission have been more frequent than at the

Cape; and that the Dutch Government was constantly obliged, even to the last

hour of its administration in 1806, to restrain the humane feelings of the slave

owners on this point, and to obstruct emancipation by increasing, on different occa-

sions, the amount ofthe deposit required from the person manumitting, and extending

the period for which a guarantee was required to be given by him from five to ten,

and subsequently to 20 years, avowedly because manumissions became so frequent,

that the poor funds of the church were expected to prove inadequate to meet the

demands to which such extensive emancipation necessarily exposed it.

Also, I feel thatI shall be fully borne out by those best acquainted with this

Colony, when I affirm, that the inhabitants in general cannot, with justice, be ac-

cusedofbratal or inhuman treatment of their slaves; that there is not, and never
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CAFE OF has been at the Cape, an attachment to slavery; that the existence of i
GOOD HOPE. been a matter of necessity, not of choice; andPhat, until within thelastfew eer

~— there was no disinclination on the part of the colonists to emancipation, on fair and
equitable principles. On the contrary, more than one plan for the gradual extinc-
tion of slavery has emanated from the proprietors themselves, the latest of which
was submitted for the approval of the Home Government by Major-General Bourke,
in 1826; and I cannot help adding, that_I have myself conversed with several
slave proprietors ofthe better description, who were fully conscious of, and admitted
the evils of slavery in all its bearings, its baneful influence on the general interests
of society, its demoralizing effects on all who are concerned in or come in contact
with it, slave or free; and its no less injurious consequences to the private interests
of the proprietors themselves. ..... -

First, That a liberal compensation and a speedy settlement of the claims will go
very far towards quieting their discontent, and that in their eager desire to obtain
possession of the compensation money, let it amount to what it may, will be found
the best remedy for the prevention of delay in the settlement of their claims, as far
as that delay shall depend upon themselves; for when they shall fully understand
that whether they accede to the award made in each case or not, the period for the
commencement of the apprenticeship is fixed and determinate, but that the pay-
ment of the compensation money must altogether depend upon their acquiescence
in or refusal to abide by the award of the Commissioners, they will be less
inclined to have recourse to the privilege of appeal, or to oppose the completion
of the measure upon frivolous grounds. Secondly, That in one very material point
of view, I conceive this Colony will benefit to a greater extent than any other by
the present measure. The slave property, if I may so call it, is here, as elsewhere,
almost universally mortgaged; but there is this great difference, that whereas the
slaves of other Colonies are, almost in every case, mortgaged to absentees in Lon-
don and elsewhere, who will, of course, be entitled to receive the amount due to
them out of the compensation fund; those of the Cape are mortgaged to the
merchants and others resident in and belonging to the Colony, and consequently,
the compensation money, although it may change hands, will ultimately remain
here.

It must be confessed that there is no enactment in the whole Bill in which the
interests not only of the master and apprentice, but of society at large, are more
seriously involved, or which will be attended with more difficulty of application
to this Colony, than in the complete extinction of domestic authority and substi-

tution for it of the authority of the magistrate.
It appears from the 15th section of the Bill, that His Majesty is empowered to

appoint special justices of the peace, to the number of one hundred, for the whole
of the Colonies, for the purpose of giving effect to the measure; and it is but natural
to suppose, that the number to be appointed in each will be in proportion to that of
its slave population, and to the density of the latter; but itis only necessary to glance
at the map, to be convinced that though the number to be allotted here should in-
finitely exceed the proportion due to the slave population of the Colony, it never can
be at all commensurate with the vast extent of country occupied, and the widely scat-
tered and isolated habitations of the farmers to whom the slaves belong. It being

at the same time no less evident, that the farther removed from the surveillance of

the magistracy and of society the slave owner resides, the greater the necessity which
exists for the frequent visits of the justices. It must be recollected that there are
at present in the whole Settlement but twelve magistrates, having their fixed resi-

dence in the district towns, with twenty-three justices of the peace, the majority of

whom reside there also; whilst of the slave proprietors the greater part live at the

distance of from two to ten days’ journey, and some of them at a much greater dis-
tance from the nearest seat of magistracy.
The districts, as you are aware, are divided into field cornetcies, of which there

are 160 in the Colony, some of which, although containing only a few inhabitants,

extend over an immense space; and should the special commission be granted to

one justice for each field cornetcy, it would hardly suffice for the performance of the

important duties which must necessarily devolve upon him; and I must add, that

it would be utterly unsafe to delegate to the field cornets any authority whatever in

this matter, as they are themselves, probably without a single exception, proprietors

of slaves, and closely connected by ties of friendship and of blood with others who

are similarly situated.
The prejudices which very generally exist in regard to a “ free labouring

population,”
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population,” and the fears entertained as to the consequences of extensive vagrancy, © CAPE OF

are, as far as regards this Colony, certainly not unnatural, the inhabitants having GOOD HOPE.

daily before their eyes the effect of both in the persons of the “ free blacks” and —

« Hottentots,” who, since the promulgation of the law, (Ordinance, No. 50, 1828),
“ for improving their condition”; ... . although many have acquired habits of
industry, and a relish for civilized life, infinitely the majority are wandering

about the Colony, subsisting on plunder and depredation, to whose idle and pro-
fligate character the records of the courts of justice bear ample testimony.—
Never having witnessed the effect of any other system of free labour than this,

the farmer cannot or will’ not comprehend how it is possible that the evils above

alluded to may be corrected, and the agricultural wants. of a country, in as far as
hands are concerned, be altogether supplied by any other means than compulsory

Jabour, with mutual benefit to the owner and cultivator of the soil, and it would

be utterly useless to endeavour to convince them of their error; experience alone

can remove it.
It is not improbable that the far distant farmers may experience some difficulty

in procuring labourers at the expiration of the apprenticeship; but I am not of

opinion that this will generally be the case ; for, were a Vagrant Act at this moment

in force, it would be the means of adding to the present working classes several

thousands of the free blacks and Hottentots who are at present scattered over the

Colony without occupation. And although a law compelling these and all other va-

‘grants to work for an honest livelihood, will have to contend here with difficulties of no

ordinary description, arising from the vast extent of territory occupied by a scanty

population, and. the natural inclination of a large portion of the lower orders to a
wandering independent life, I do not conceive the difficulties are insurmount-

able... .
I have already stated that the resolutions were published here in the month of

July last; had such not been the case, and that the first receipt of them had been

with your Despatch, I should have promulgated them officially, accompanied by a

proclamation in the spirit of the instructions contained in the latter, but as they

had been made public so long ago without having caused any open expression of

discontent, and as the dissatisfaction on the subject, be it what it may, had not
at that period, and has not subsequently, assumed a character in the slightest degree
requiring, or which would, I conceive, justify the interposition of authority, I have

thought it better not to anticipate evil, or suppose that any discontent exists, and

have therefore abstained from any official announcement on the subject. Were I,
however, in possession of the Bill, as it received the royal assent,I should imme-

diately publish it with an explanatory abstract, as in many places the habitants

have expressed a great anxiety to be made acquainted with the details; and I
am convinced that the sooner they are in possession of all the information on the
matter that can be given, the better.....

I have only to add, that I have not failed to communicate to the Attorney-Gene-
ral that part of your Despatch, which requires him “ to engage immediately in the
inquiry by what enactments the existing law therein referred to may be most con-

veniently adjusted to a state of society in which slavery will be unknown.”

 

—No. 400.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Col. Wade to Mr. Secretary Stanley,
dated Government House, Cape Town, 14th January 1834.

A Copy of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery had already reached the Colony,
and been published in the newspapers, a few days before I had the honour of
receiving your Despatch, giving cover to His Majesty's Proclamation of the.
4th September last, together with twenty-five copies of the Bill, and I had, con-
sequently, directed theAttorney-General to prepare a short explanatory abstract of
the latter; which with a proclamation, framed’ in conformity to the instructions
contained in your communication of the 16th July, it was my intention immediately
to circulate throughout the Colony.
The receipt, however, of the Despatch: in question (which I beg to remark onl

reached me .on the. 5th. instant, although bearing date the 5th September last
and its enclosures, at the very moment I was about to do so, rendered this mode of
proceeding unnecessary; and I therefore transmitted to the public functionaries,

278.—II. clergy
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clergy and others, an Extraordinary Gazette, containing the King’s Proclamation,
and explanatory abstract of the Bill above alluded to, accompanied by a circular
Letter (copies of both of which I have the honour to enclose) requiring them to
unite with the Colonial Government in removing groundless misapprehensions, and
allaying any excitement which exaggerated hopes or fears might naturally tend to
create on occasion of this the first official announcement on the subject, whichwill,
I trust, meet with your approbation. _

I have much pleasure in informing you, that the public tranquillity has remained
undisturbed since the date of my former Despatch.

 

Enclosure in No. 400.
(Circular.)

Sir, Government House, Cape Town, 7th January 1834,
In transmitting for your information and guidance the accompanying Proclamation of the

King in Council, and in proceeding to point out to youhow I conceive His Majesty’s most
gracious intentions may best be fulfilled, I feel that I should be guilty of the greatest
injustice, were I not to embrace the earliest opportunity which has been afforded me,
of acknowledging that the announcement of the contemplated and momentous change in
the existing relations of society to which the Proclamation has reference, has not been, as far
as I am aware, up to the present moment, productive of any one act, on the part of either
slave owner or slave, tending to disturb the tranquillity of this Settlement; and I cannot
but express my most anxious hope, that both parties will perceive the propriety and advan-
tage of persevering in a line of conduct whichI bave not failed to report for the information
of His Majesty, by whom, I have no doubt, it will be duly appreciated.
With a view to guard against the possibility of misconceptions, which might be attended

by the most dangerous consequences to allclasses of the community, the Attorney-General
has prepared, by my direction, the accompanying explanatory Abstract of the generalscope
and meaning of the several provisions of the Act of Parliament; and it becomes my im
rative duty at the same time to require the public functionaries, but more es ecially the
colonial cle and ministers of every religious persuasion, to unite with the local
government, for the purpose of allaying any irritation or disconterited feelings which may
possibly be‘produced among the proprietors by the prospect of the contemplated change,
and of dispelling any illusion under which the slaves may be found to labour, as to the real
nature of that change.

It cannot, I conceive, be denied, that an early and final settlement of this question was
essential to the welfare of the Colony, and the Bill having received the Royal Assent,
the abolition of slavery, at the precise period thereinfixed, has become inevitable ; the peaceful
extinction of it, however, must wholly depend upon the cordial co-operation of all classes of
society with the Government in giving effect to the measure; but it is chiefly by the con-
duct and demeanor of the proprietors and slaves themselves that this very desirable
end is to be obtained.

It is of the utmost importance then, that the proprietors should distinctly understand,
that a cheerful acquiescence in the provisions of the law is not only required of them as a
positive act of duty, but that their own individual interests, and the future welfare of the
Colony, are deeply involved in the disposition and temper which they may evince on
occasion of the promulgation of the Act;—for as, on the one hand, a hearty and zealous
co-operation in prosecuting to its end the great design of absolving the Colony for ever from
the reproach of slavery, will secure to them the approbation of the mother country, and at
the same time considerably accelerate the completion of the preliminary arrangements for
the distribution of the compensation money; so, on the other, any manifestations of hostility
or resistance to the law, whilst they cannot have the effect of deferring, even for one hour,
the emancipation of the slaves, or the subsequent final release of the apprentices from
compulsory service, must inevitably retard the settlement of the claims of the proprietors,
and cannot fail to produce unfriendly feelings towards the Colony, on the part of the
people of Great Britain, who have made such an enormous pecuniary sacrifice to ensure a
successful issue.
From the slaves His Majesty is entitled to expect and demand the most tranquil and

orderly submission to such laws as shall be framed for their future government, whether as
apprentices, or in a state of entire freedom; and no op ortunity should be lost, ofinculcating
upon them, that they will best display their gratitude for the favour the are about to
receive, by carefully abstaining from any insolence or insubordination towards their masters,
and cheerfully performing the services which they may lawfully require of them; and that,
by any turbulent or disorderly conduct, they will inevitably subject themselves to the
severest punishments,

It is impossible at present to afford any further information as to the actual amount of the
compensation towhich the owner of a slave will be entitled, than is to be found in the Bill
itself (which will be immediately published in the Government Gazette); but the Parliament
having solemnly pledged itself to combine a due regard for the interests of the proprietors
with the emancipation of the slaves, the former may rest assured, that the good faith of the

It
’ British Nation will not be violated.
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It may be as well that I should here endeavour to remove an impression which. is, I under-
stand, very general, in respect of the rule by which the total amount of compensation money
to be allotted to the Colony is tobe apportioned. Itis a mistake to suppose that the sum to
be awarded to each proprietor will depend upon the number of slaves he may possess; the
apportionment will, on the contrary, be regulated by the value which shall be affixed to each

individual slave by the Commissioners who will be appointed for that purpose.
As regards the fears and apprehensions which are, I am awate, entertained on the

following points, viz.

The entite substitution of the authority ofthe magistrate for that of the master during
the period of apprenticeship;
The difficulties which may occur in procuring a sufficiency of labourers to cultivate

the farms ;
And the losses to which property may be exposed from the depredations of the idle

and dissolute, at the expiration of that period;

you will not fail to impress upon the proprietors, that the Legislature has not abolished the
domestic authority ofthe master, or decided upon the emancipation of the slave, without, at
the same time, providing for “ an efficient stipendiary magistracy,” and “ for the frequent
and punctual visitation by thespecial justices of the peace of the apprenticed labourers
within their respective districts ;” and also for the enactment of laws “ for the prevention
and punishment of insolence and insubordination on the part ofthe apprentices towards their
employers,” “ ofvagrancy,” or “ of any conduct on the part of the apprenticed labourers
injuring or tending to injure the property of their employers ;” andthe proprietors may
further rest satisfied, that long before the period of the expiration of apprenticeship arrives,
other laws will be enacted, having in like manner for their object the prevention and
punishment of vagrancy after that period, and for securing a sufficiency of labourers to the
Colony, by compelling, not only the liberated apprentices to earn an honest livelihood,
but all others who, being capable of doing so, may be inclined to lead an idle and
vagabondizing life.

‘Tt will be seen, on reference to the Bill, but particularly to the 16th section of it, that
various regulations necessary for giving effect to the Act, are, as regards this Colony, to be
provided for by Orders of His Majesty in Council. On this subject, I am to state, that the
drafts of such orders will be made known thronghout the Colony, before they pass into a
law; and His Majesty’s Government will not only admit, but will invite, and weigh witli all
care, such observations as they may call forth, and such suggestions as any person may be
disposed to make, for the improvement of the projected regulations.

nconclusion, I have only to express my earnest and confident hope, that His Majesty’s
faithful subjects of every class throughout the Colony, will approach this question with the
dispassionate feelings due to the immense interests at stake; and that they will unite in one
common effort to remove possible misapprehensions, and allay the excitement which
exaggerated fears and hopes may tend to create.

ou will be pleased to cause His Majesty’s Proclamation, and the accompanying Abstract,
to be disseminated, as extensively as possible, throughout your neighbourhood.

I have, &c.

(signed) T. F. Wade, Lieut.-Col., Acting Governor.

 

—No. 401.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir B. D’Urban to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Cape of Good Hope, 1 April 1834.
Ear-y in the last month the inclosed Memorial was presented to me for per-

mission to hold a public meeting of “ Proprietors of, and others interested in, Slave

Property,” with reference to the Slave Abolition Act of the 28th of August last.

As it was the opinion of several very respectable and intelligent individuals among

the memorialists that no other measure would effectually answer the desired end of

ascertaining the opinions of all the colonists upon the details of this most important
matter, and considering, moreover, that the resulting represetitations of such a

meeting would better perhaps, than any other means, serve to furnish by antici-

pation, “ the suggestions and observations” (contemplated in your Despatch of

the 5th of September last), ‘‘ which His Majesty’s Government will not only admit
but invite, upon the draft (to be made known throughout the Colony) of an Order
in Council for supplying the subordinate but necessary details for carrying into

_effect the series of general rules indicated by the Act, so that the Order in Council

may not be promulgated without all the assistance which can be derived from those
who are most conversant with the state and circumstances of the Colony ;” |
granted permission to hold the meeting accordingly. 1

278.—-I1, t

CAPE OF
GOOD HOPE.

No. 401.

 

819



820

CAPE OF
GOOD HOPE.

 

Enclosures in
No. 401.

286 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

It was consequently held on the 22d of last month, and conducted with great
decorum and propriety; and I have the honour also to transmit herewith the
Minutes of its proceedings, which have been sent to me by the chairman.
The memorial, which I am thereby led to expect in a few days, shall form the

subject of a separate Despatch; and i shall now therefore only express my hope,
that the draft of the Order in Council, adverted to in the Despatch of the 5th
September, may be on its way hither and soon artive here, in order to enable it to
be returred to England in due time, for the consideration of such “ suggestions and
observations” as may have been offered by the Colonists, before its promulgation,
and for the order itself still to reach us before the Act of Parliament shall be in
operation, viz. the 1st of December next. Ihave, &c

9 eo

(signed) B. D’Urban,

 

Enclosures in No. 401.

(Copy.) , No. 1.

To his Excellency Major-General Sir Benjamin D’Urban, x. c. 8., Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope:

The MEMORIAL of the undersigned Proprietors of Slaves at the Cape ofGood Hope,

Humbly prayeth,
Tat an Act of the British Parliament having been published here by authority, together

with a Proclamation of His Majesty, bearing date the 4th of September 1833, declaring an
entire Abolition of Slavery to take place in this Colony from and after the 1st day of Decem-
ber next, the undersigned pray that it may please your Excellency to allowa publicmeeting
to be held in Cape Town, on the 8th of March next, of the slave proprietors in general, for
the purpose of taking into consideration the Provisions of the said Act of Parliament, and
to submit to His Majesty such regulations and measures as may be deemed by the slave
proprietorsto be absolutely necessary to protect their interests and the welfare and security
ofthe Colony in general, in carrying into effect the several enactments of this Act of
Parliament.

And Memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray.

 

(signed W. J. Odendaal.
G. H. de Wet.
JSF. L. Smuts.

(And 80 others.)

(Copy.) No. 2

Sir, Cape Town, 22d March 1834.
I po myself the honour as chairman of the public meeting of‘slave proprietors, held this

day, under the sanction of his Excellency the Governor, to transmit for hisExcellency’s
information copies of theresolutions. unanimously passed at this meeting.
The petition founded upon these resolutions is in course of preparation, and will be laid

before his Excellency at an early moment. Ihave, &e

(signed) J.J. L. Smuts,
The Honourable J. G. Brink, Esquire, Chairman.

Acting Secretary toGovernment,
- & &e. Ke.

 

1st.—Proposed by Mr. Letterstedt; seconded by Mr..de Wet; and

Unanimously resolved,—That this meeting is of opinion, that the classificationor division
of apprentice labourers, as set forth in the fourth and following sections of the Act of Par-
liament, dated 28th August 1833, has been framed without the requisite knowledge of the
state of agriculture and the division of labour within thie Colony, and that the same cannot
be made applicable to the labouring classes here.

ad.—Proposed by Mr. Louw, of Phisante Kraal; seconded by Mr. Coenradie, of
Bree River. .

Resolved,—That this meeting is of opinion, that the limitation of working hours,as fixed
by the said Act of Parliament for all predial apprentice labourers, has been made without

- due acquaintance with the state of agriculture and the distribution of labour here; that this
limitation
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limitation cannot possibly be observed within this Colony without the greatest injury to
agriculture and the internal resources of this Colony, and without producing great injury to
the moral character of the apprentice labourers themselves.

gd.—Proposed by Mr. Dreyer, senior, ofAlphen; seconded by Mr. HZ. Cloete Lion.

Resolved,—That this meeting conceives that the interests of this Colony in general, as
much as the well-being of the apprentice labourers themselves, require that no distinction
should prevail between preedial and domestic apprentice labourers ; and that with a view of °
accomplishing so desira le an object the slave proprietors and agriculturists are willing to
forego the right acquired by them, under the provisions of the said Act of Parliament
to the services of the predial labourers, until the year 1840; and are content to allow ail
apprentice labourers who, at the passing ofthe Act, had attained their sixteenth year, to be
classed as domestic labourers, and to be released from their apprenticeship on the 1st
December 1838, upon those apprentices who, at the passing of the Act, were between their
sixth and fifteenth, being apprenticed until they successively attain their twenty-first year.

4th.—Proposed by Mr. G. Vos; seconded by Mr. J. Van Breda.

Resolved,—That the 10th section of the Act of Parliament does not provide for the many
circumstances when the husband or parent may be transferred separate from the wife, re-
puted wife, or children; and that this meeting humblybegs to submit to his Excellency the
Governor the expediency of enacting some local regulation, authorizing, in cases of such
transfers, the separation of a husband from his wife, or reputed wife, with their mutual con-
sent, or whenever such separation may appear expedient for the well-being of either party,
upon the case being submitted to a justice of the peace, and also to authorize the separation
ofparents from their children, after the latter shall have attained their twelfth year.

5th.—Proposed by Mr. A. Van Breda; seconded by Mr. de Kock.

Resolved,—That with reference to the 14th and 15th sections of the said Act of Parlia-
ment, it is the opinion of this meeting that from the vast extent of this Colony, and the
scattered population thereof, it will be impossible to expect an adequate number ofjustices
of the peace to act at the very high salaries contemplated in the said Act, without heavily
burthening the expenditure of this Colony, ifthey are to be paid out of the revenue thereof,
or without great injury to the slaveproprietors, if borne upon the sum allotted as a com-
pensation for the slave property; and that it is the opinion of this meeting, that in either
case the interests of this Colony would be best considered by extending to the present
justices of the peace and by conferring on other respectable resident inhabitants throughout
the several districts the powers and authorities, to be delegated by a special commission
under the said Act; and that many such persons would befound willing to perform those
duties at thecomparatively low salary of not exceeding 100/., thereby maternally relieving
the distressed state of the finances of the Colony.

6th.— Proposed by Mr.J.de Villiers; seconded by Mr. Jones.

Resolved,—That the slave proprietors view with deep concern that so much time has
already elapsed from the passing of the said Act before the same shall come into full operation
within this Colony ; and that this meeting humbly submits that the present state of anxiet
existing throughout the Colony will be materially allayed upon his Excellency being pleased,
with the Assistant Commissioners mentioned in the said Act, to proceed in the discharge of
the important duties delegated to them, to frame and prepare by the time that the said Act
shall become operative, a statement exhibiting the estimated value of each slave, so as to
afford the proprietor or mortgagee some approximation to the compensation about to be re-
ceived, and thereby to arrest the losses and injuries under which the slave proprietors are
already suffering and are likely still further to suffer.

7th.—Proposed by Mr. Muller, of Tullagh ; seconded by Mr. Advocate Brand.

Resolved,—That this meeting conceives it necessary, for the welfare of this Colony and
the interests of the slave proprietors, as well as strictly conformable to the principles of
equity and justice, that the compensation held out to the proprietors, should be paid at the
same time when liberty is proclaimed to the slave. That the mortgagees are thereby at once
deprived of the effect of their mortgages, and that the most ruinous consequences otherwise
await the holders of slave property. That should it therefore be impossible to expect the
entire amount of compensation due to this Colony, to be paid over at that period, this meet-
ing solicits that his Excellency will be pleased to apply to His Majesty to place the sum of
four hundred thousand pounds at the disposal of hie Excellency the Governor and the
Assistant Commissioners to be appointed under the Act, in order therefrom to make a pro-
portionate advance to applicant mortgagees of slave property; the amounts thus advanced
to be allowed them upon the final payment due to them under the Act.

278.—II. 8th.—Proposed

CAPE OF
GOOD HOPE.

821



822

CAPE OF
GOOD HOFE,

No. 402.

 

288 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

8th.—Proposed by Mr. Minnaar, of the Paarl; seconded by Mr. S. Van Reenen,
of Constantia.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the mode contemplated to give the
proprietors of slaves a right of appeal to His Majesty in Council from the appraisement of
slave property, to be made under the said Act, will only subject the slave proprietors togreat
expense, delay and loss; and that his Excellency the Governor be therefore requested to
solicit from His Majesty to extend to his Excellency the Governor for the time being, and
the persons referred to in the said Act, the power of finally deciding upon all claims for
compensation, upon taking to their aid a jury of nine men, to be chosen regularly from
among the grand jury of the Colony.

gth.—Proposed by Mr. Adriaan Louw, of Koeberg; seconded by Mr. Advocate Hofmeyr,

Resolved,—-That the date for bringing the said Act into operation into this Colony havin
unfortunately been fixed at the most critical period of the year, with reference to the agri-
cultural interests of this Colony, that his Excellency may be earnestly solicited to prepare
and enact such legislative enactments, to become operative at the same time with the Act, as
may secure the harvest then about to be reaped, to restrain the labouring classes from acts
of disobedience, vagrancy or desertion, and thereby protect the best interests of this
Colony.

10th.—Proposed by Mr. R. Hoets, of Cape Town; seconded by Mr. Vander Spuy,
of Koeberg.

Resolved,—That (the feelings of the slave proprietors, as to the operation of the Act, hay-
ing been expressed by these resolutions) his Excellency the Governor be solicited to submit
the same under the provisions of the 23d section of the said Act of Parliament, to theserious
consideration of the Legislative Council of this Colony; and as these resolutions are sub-
mitted not to militate against the spirit of the said Act (in which it is the wish ofthemeeting
to mark their general acquiescence), that his Excellency may be solicited under the aforesaid
authority, to press the same for adoption upon the Legislative Council, im order that a decla-
ratory Act may pass, which shall, in the terms of the Acts of Parliament, enable His
Majesty to grant the relief prayed for.

11th.—Proposed by Mr. D. Eksteen, of Kerstenbosch ; seconded by Mr. J. Cloete,
of Constantia.

Resolved,—That a petition to his Excellency the Governor, founded upon the foregoing
resolutions, be now read and approved, and submitted for signature.

12th.—Proposed by Mr. Van Reenen, of Ganzekraal; seconded by Mr. J. Kotze,
of Berg River.

Resolved,—That the committee, nominated at a public meeting of the slave proprietors on
the 17th September 1832, be thanked for their exertions on behalf of the interests of the
slave proprietors, and that they be requested to continue their exertions in su port of the
interests of the slave proprietors and the slaves themselves, both in this Co ony and in
England.

13th.—Proposed by Mr. G. Meyer, of Cape Town; seconded by Mr. Jurgens.
Resolved,—That this meeting express their sincere thanks to his Excellency the Governor

for the frank and candid manner in which he has pleased to sanction this public meeting.

14th.—Proposed by Mr. Advocate Cloete; seconded by Mr. A. Smuts, of Cape Town.
Resolved,—That copies of the foregoing Resolutions be transmitted by the Chairman to

his Excellency the Governor, with the information that they have all been unanimously
adopted by this meeting.

 

—No. 402.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir B. D’Urban to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Government House, Cape of Good Hope,
Sir, . 21 April 1834.
WITH reference to my Despatch of the 1st instant I have now the honour to

transmit the Memorial of * Proprietors and others interested in slave property,” re-
sulting from the public meeting held on the 22d March last, with my appointment
thereon.
The tone and temper of this Memorial seem to me moderate and unobjectionable,

considering too how deeply the vital interests of the Memorialists are involved in
the subject of it. His °

is
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His Majesty’s Government will judge how far their wishes can be met in any of |
the instances upon: which they are expressed, ‘* without being in contradiction to
the Act of Parliament, or any part thereof ;” but there is one part of their prayer
to which I, with all deference but most earnestly, solicit a favourable consideration.
It is that which prays that a certain portion at least of the compensation money
may be made available within the Colony, by the time that the Act takes effect,
viz. 1st December next. If this may not be acceded to, it is scarcely possible to
foresee the extent of ruin and misery which will be the certain consequence, not only
to the slave proprietors, but to all classes in the Colony, and necessarily therefore
to the Colony itself.

With reference to the desire expressed in the Memorial for the formation of the
Auxiliary Commission of Compensation, you will have seen by my Despatch of the
‘ggth of March last, that I had already, without having received any official com-
munication from the Commissioners of Compensation in England, taken the neceés-
sary preliminary measures for carrying that measure into effect.

I have, &c.

(signed) 3B. D’Urban.

P.S.—It appears to me not superfluous to request your reference upon the two
importantpoints of the ‘‘ compensation money,” and of the necessary number of
*‘ special magistrates,” tothe observations thereon in Colonel Wade's Despatch of
the 6th of December last.

(signed) B.D.

 

Enclosures in No. 402.

No. 1.

To His Excellency Sit Benjamin D’Urban, x. c. 8., Governor, &e. &c. &c.
Cape of Good Hope.

The MEMORIAL of the undersigned Proprietors and others interested in Slave Property.
Humbly sheweth,

Tuat the Memorialists having, under the sanction of your Excellency, assembled for thepurpose of submitting such measures as may be necessary to the welfare of the Colony, asaffected by the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, take leave to suggest thefollowing propositions, setting forth and tending to secure the interests both of the whiteand coloured population, without deviating from the spirit ofthe Act, especially as indicated
by its 2gd clause.

That the appropriation of the apprenticed labourer’s time in the 4th and following sectionsof the Act, has been contemplated without full information or reference to the character oflabour and nature of local circumstances. ,
That to preserve the apprentice in those industrious habits, which can alone render himcompetent in due time to earn an independent livelihood, and advance himself in the qualitiesof frugality, steadiness and application, so indispensable to the free burgher, and necessaryto thewell-being of society, it is requisite either to find him the means of occupation duringthe weekly disposable hours of his apprenticeship, or to make such arrangement as shallcontract that period to the contentment both of the master and servant,
That the optional intermission of daily or weekly labour would strike at the root of everegular occupation, trade and manufacture, placing the master at the mercy of his assistant,defeating any certainty in operations requiring continuity, incurring a double expense inattendance, and entailing the decline of such as are, and the deprivation of such as would be,established; thus cutting off the future means of success and subsistence of the negroesthemselves,

_ That the agriculturists of this Colony are for the most part poor, having invested their allin the part payment for slaves, and pledged their futureJabours for the residue of the pur-chase money. With means thus anticipated, his returns scanty and precarious, it is muchif the farmer can (after paying his taxes and the annual interest due for these identical slavesor apprentices) pay wages for the apprentice’s time at the busy seasons of harvest, wine-pressing, &c. The demand for their over-hours will therefore be simultaneous, occasionaland dearly paid.
‘That even thus hiring would be a fresh expenditure upon the depressed produce of thiscountry, diminish its extraction, and turn its export trade into foreign charnels, to thefuture injury of the freed men themselves.
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That the compensation money being withheld for a long time (as. it must be till all the
stipulated arrangements be completed according to the Act) the owner of mortgaged slaves
is thereby compelled to pay doubie for interest : first, the interest to his creditor for purchase
money of the slave, and then the wages to that slave, turned into a free labourer; so that
before the compensation money can arrive to him, his utmost frugality, and all the induk
gence of his creditors, cannot preserve him from the necessity of materially reducing, or
totally abandoning the business of his farm, whereby agricultural improvement will be lost
farms fall to decay, and the condition of the whole country retrograde, to the greatmisery
of the white inhabitants, and the reflective prejudice of negro apprentices and freed men,

‘That, without further dilating upon the increased causes of poverty to the whole of the
country proprietors, the isolation of their homesteads originally established, because ofa
spring on the spot, and frequently surrounded with an arid desert, afford the negro appren-

Lin an immediate neighbourhood for his over-time, as in g
densely populated er manufacturing country; and with very few markets, and thosedistant
difficult of access, and adequately supplied from their environs, he is deprived of encou..
ragement even where the sufficiency of moisture might permit him to exercise his industry,
His over-time must, therefore, whether he wish it or not, be leisure; and to dissipate its
ennui, there is no gainsaying thatthe vices of intemperance and gaming, the desultorypas-
time of the chace, &c. would be called in to render these irresponsible days, during sixyears,
the bane of domestic order at the farm; but also devote the apprenticeto habits as inveterate
as they are subversive ofthose principles which must have been contemplated by His Majest
and the British nation, as calculated to prolong and render happy the existence o the
dependent being, whose exaggerated bands have been broken at such vast expense.
That the preedial apprentice would, by the longer continuation of his term, be obliged to

forego his family ties to the household female apprentice during two years, or the latter be
virtually bound to the spot thus long beyond her due time.

Memorialists therefore submit, that it will not only better satisfy the predial appren-
tice above sixteen years of age, but be more beneficial to him, that, as the aggregate of his
spare hours would approximate to two years of his apprenticeship, he shall, instead of his
weekly leisure hours, have the benefit of two years in the term of his apprenticeship, so that
the term of the household and predial apprenticeship shall expire together. And to the
effecting of this suggestion, Memorialists add their most earnest supplication, as a measure
calculated to avert a mass of wretchedness from the white colonists, and a miserablewreck
of the good principles of the coloured inhabitants.

Memorialists beg leave further to represent, that the apprenticing of children of tender
years with the same uncontrolled privilege as the grown up labourer, and for a shorter term
than their attainment of the age of twenty-one years, would be unreasonable to the master,
injurious to the skill and morals of the servant, and mischievous to social order.
That without recapitulating the temptations to irregularity, which would operate still more

powerfully upon youth, unarmed with the sagacity and experience of the elder negro, with
slight reference to the misguided tenderness, which would restrain the master from repressin
nascent vice by domestic chastisement, and which leaves him the painful alternative of
recurring to the hardening exposure of the magistrate’s court, upon every aberration of
thoughtless youth, or of allowing perverseness to ripen into crime, tt is necessary to present
to your Excellency’s notice, that men who have families of their own to maintain, could not
afford to teach their art or trade to apprentices, unless a few years of profit from their labour
should be the bonus in reimbursement for the incumbrance, expense and trouble of their
earlier years.

Memorialists, therefore, for the interest of both parties, and particularly for the forwarding
in life, and the well-being of the freed youth under sixteen years of age, solicit that they be
subject to apprenticeship until the age of twenty-one, under proper regulations,
That the separation of children from their parents, and these from each other,being

sometimes desired by the parties themselves, and for their mutual advantage and restraint
thereon appearing, as relates to the children, to be wholly unnecessary after twelve years of
age, and on occasions (as where the parent is of irreclaimable bad habits) antecedent to that
period, it is respectfully submitted that the Act, section 10, does on these points require
to be qualified and explained by local enactments.

That the Memorialists, already impoverished by the continued languishing and unprofitable
state of their export trade, are at this time with extreme difficultyable to meet the demands
for the revenue, and have shown, in the course of the foregoing explanatory and deprecatory
solicitations, that highly as they appreciate, and much as they hope from your Excellency’s
disposition to soften the rigour of this pronunciation of the will of the people of England,
they can neither conceal from themselves, nor will they shrink from the view ofothers, that
they must await a period of calamity ;—e crisis, which will diminish the contributors and
lessen the means of even such as remain.

With such an avowal of their knowledge of their trying situation, and with such a spirit
of loyal obedience to a measure which destroys them, they are bold to declare thatthey con-
fidently expect, in the solicitude of the sovereign, and the hands to which their fate has here
been immediately intrusted, to meet with. all the relief that the effectuation of the measure

Memorialiste,
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Memorialists, therefore, entreat your Excellency to recommend to His Majesty's gracious

consideration, that in a Colony 80 extensive, so sterile and thinly spotted with farms, the

special magistrates, to be efficient must be numerous; and that the salaries named in the

Act, would in consequence be an intolerable burthen on the Colony; whilst Memorialists

humbly offer to notice, that every useful purpose would be answered by extending the special

commission to the actual justices of the peace (who would, moreover, require no interpreters),

and by addin such number asmight be further necessary, at a salary not exceeding one

hundred pounds per annum, which Memorialists beg to add, would procure the services of

men of education, intelligence and tried integrity throughout the Colony.

That a ruinous depreciation has, since the reception of the Act, ensued in slave property

ordered for sale at auction; that the continuance of the uncertainty and anxiety thereon

would, at a period when the mortgagees are rendered upprehensive for their security, be

attended with such disastrous aggravation of this inevitable Joss, that Memorialists deem it

of the most imperious urgency that the public mind be quieted, and the interested parties

re-assured, by the earliest possible promulgation ofnot only wholesome regulations, but of

some guiding valuation; they, therefore, humbly crave that your Excellency will be pleased

to appoint the Assistant Commissioners; and considering the pressure of the emergency,

the large amount of property at stake, and that the suffering parties have in no manner

brought their losses upon themselves, your Excellency will cause to be made up, before the

said Act shall become operative, official statements, exhibiting the estimated value of each

slave, whereby a proximate opinion can be formed of the accruing compensation money, and

the roprietor and mortgagee be enabled to effect a compromise, without altogether breaking

up the home and hopes of industrious families, who form, in number and respectability, the

strength of the interior, upon vague and fluctuating apprehensions.

That as the Act of Parliament has adopted and acknowledged the principle of compensa-

dion in a manner equally solemn as emancipation, and as by not bringing them jointly into

operation, an inevitable and certain ruin of nearly all the Colonists will therefore ensue,

Memorialists pray your Excellency respectfully to submit to His Majesty’s enlightened

consideration the justness and fairne’s of ordeting the compensation to take effect at the

same time with the general emancipation.

That in the event of such being absolutely infeasible, your Excellency’s Memorialists

further beg leave to submit, that the greater proportion of slave property is held under

mortgage; that the mortgagee, being by the first operation of the Act deprived of the

effect and value of his mortgage, must sue the debtor, whose utter ruin will in most cases

ensue, unless the Government at the same moment that it assumes and sets free the

property be also prepared to liquidate the incumbrance thereon ; that not only the interests

ofthe proprietors of slaves require, but moreover that it would be but consistent with the

first principles ofjustice and equity, that the amount of compensation to be awarded to the

proprietors of slaves should be paid over to them at the same time when they are deprived

of their right of property. But Memorialists, impressed with the difficulties which must

necessarily beset the final appropriation of so large a sum to be allotted amongst so many,

yet earnestly pray that your xcellency will, on their behalf, supplicate that His Majesty

may be pleased to cause a sum of about four hundred thovsand pounds (£.400,000)

to be placed at the disposal of your Excellency and the Assistant Commissioners, so that

visional relief may, with due reference to proportionate value, be extended to applicant

slave owners, in partial discharge of the mortgages now held, upon their slaves, and

registered for adjustment upon the final apportionment under the Act.

That Memorialists request your Excellency to place before His Majesty their prateful

acknowledgments for reserving to them the privilege to appeal to His Majesty in Council,

and their humble suggestion, that if it meet His Majesty’sPleasure, the slave proprietors

would derive greater advantage (in obviating much cost, delay and obscurity of account)

should His Majesty be graciously pleased to concede, that his Excellency the Governor of

this Colony, and the Assistant Commissioners, were vested withpowers finally to decide

sppeals, oncalling to their aid nine persone indiscriminately out of the grand jury next on

the court roll.

That this Colony has long laboured under much individual loss and vexation by the preva-

lence of vagrantand marauding habits among the coloured opulation, and without meaning

to imply that there will exist a stronger disposition to restlessness and intemperance in the

free apprentices than is found in the civilized poor in Europe, Memorialistshumbly submit,

that it is scarcely to be expected that there will be a greater bias to the contrary virtues,

and that until experience shall convince them of the misery of seeking liberty in

png, Wilderness, there will be more frequent and expensive depredations on the farmer's

s, &e.

Memorialists therefore, with the fact before them that the Act unfortunately happens to

commence its operation in the midst of harvest, and that the natural excitement arising from

the alteration in condition, may lead the apprentice to an unmeasured conception of his

liberty of will and person, humbly represent, that, as early as is consistent with the full con-

sideration of a subject which they are well aware stamps the entire institutions of a country

with the character of abasement or elevation, a sound and well-digested law for compelling

persons who have no ostensible means of subsistence to account for their time, and to accept

of employment to give them a legal settlement, and oblige them to contribute to the

278.—II. upholding
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upholding of that system of order to which they are debtors for protection, should be
enacted and promulgated, so that apprentices may seasonably learn, that whilst their
rational liberty is guaranteed, there will be no scope allowed for licentiousness and
esertion,
Memorialists, convinced that the advantage of one class can never be permanent!

founded upon the loss or detriment of another, have sought in all their representations
as much the interest of the coloured as of the white population; they have kept strictly
within the spirit ofthe Act; they have candidly stated the claims of the Colony, founded
upon the universally recognized principles of justice. That admitted, Memonalists will -
neither withhold their wishes nor exertions, that the freed people shall become all that
their deliverers can desire, and that the thus regulated Act would in due time render
them.

Memorialists therefore humbly trust, that your Excellency will confirm their hopes
and after a declaratory enactment in Council to that effect, submit to HisMajestythei
request for the grant of provisional relief, as before solicited.

And your Excellency’s Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

(signed) J.J. L. Smuts,

 

Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, (signed) R.C. Hoets.
22d March 1834. (signed) by 265 Individuals,

; No. 2.
Sir, Colonial Office, 19th April 1834.

With reference to the Memorial of Proprietors and others interested in slaveproperty
dated 22d March 1834, and presented to is Excellency the Governor on the 7th instant,
‘ am commanded to transmit to you herewith, for the information of Memorialists, the
accompanying appointment df his Excellency thereon; and have the honour, &c.

(signed) J.G. Brink,
To J. J. L. Smuts, esq. Acting Secretary to Government.

Chairman of the public Meeting of Slave Proprietors,
held in Cape Town, on the 22d March 1834.

APPOINTMENT. |
 

“ MEMORIAL of Proprietors and others interested in Slave Property, dated
22d March 1834,” and presented to me on the 7th April following:

I nave given my careful attention to this Memorial, and I hasten to transmit it to the
Secretary of State for His Majesty’s most gracious consideration,

By a reference to the 16th clause of the Act of Parliament of the 28th August 1839»
as well as to the 23d clause of it, the Memorialists will be aware that the Jatter of these does
not apply to this Colony, because it is one of those Colonies to which the legislative
authority of His Majesty in Council extends, and consequently the office of supplying
by local enactments such subordinate details as, without being repugnant or contradictory to
the Act, or any part thereof, may be necessary forgiving effect to the series of general

the employer and of those who
are to labour in his service, devolves upon His Majesty, acting with the advice and consent
of His Council ; accordingly, the necessary local enactments for that purpose in this Colony
will be. made by an Order of His Majesty in Council; but that this may not be passed
without first having had the advantage of local knowledge and experience, f have
been instructed by His Majesty’s Government to expect (and doubtless shall receive by one
of the first mails from England now so long due) “a draft of the proposed Order in
Council, that it may be generally made known throughout the Colony; and His Majesty’s
Government will then not only admit, but invite and weigh with all care such observations
as it may call forth, and such suggestions as any persons may be disposed to make for the
improvement of its projected regulations ; so that it may not be finally promulgated without
all the assistance which can be derived from those who are most conversant with the state
and circumstances of the Colony.”

Doubtless the representations and observations contained in the Memorial will not fail to
farnish most essential suggestions upon the expected-draft of the Order in Council,
wherever they may be applicable to its provisions, and may not be found “ repugnant or
contradictory tothe Act of Parliament.”

Meanwhile, in transmitting the Memorial, I earnestly and especially recommend to the
favourable consideration of His Majesty’s Government, that part of it which prays, that the
compensation, or at least a certain portion of it, may, as soon as possible, be rendered avail-
able in this Colony for the important and vital object therein set forth. I had already,
Lo ‘ore
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before the Memorial was prepared, appointed the “ Auxiliary Commission”to which it CAPE OF
adverts. I had not either been unmindful of the necessity of a law for providing forthe GOOD HOPE.
location and employment of those who wanderabouttheColony,without eitherthe one or —_—
the other, and its preliminary arrangements are in progress. It is not to bedenied, how-
ever, that to render it effectual without being sometimes individually oppressive, is a task
of no ordinary difficulty; it would indeed, at any rate, have been indispensable, before the
conclusive enactment of such a law, for the legislators to become acquainted with the pro-
visions which the Order in Council, with reference to the 16th clause of the Act of Parlia-
ment, will naturally have proposed, in that regard for the regulation of the apprenticed
labourers, in order that there may be collision between the one and the other.

Government House, Cape Town, 19th April 1834. (signed) B. D’'Urban.

 

~- No. 403. — No. 403.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir B. D’Urban to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

. Government House, Cape of Good Hope,
Sir, 31 May 1834.
WITH reference to the latter part of the Despatch which I had the honour to

address to you on thef1st of April last, I think it right to apprize you, that hitherto no
“ draft of the Order in Council,” therein adverted to as announced in yourDespatch
of the 5th September last, (and of which I have been’ in anxious expectation), has
yet been received by me. I have, &e

> *

(signed) B. D'Urban.

 

—No.404. — No. 404.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to
Governor Sir B. D’Urban,

Sir, . Downing-street, 12 September 1834.
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 31st of May last.
For various reasons to which I need not stop to advert, it has not beenthought

necessary or advisable to submit for the consideration of the King in Council any
distinct measure for the purpose of regulating the future relations of the apprenticed
labourers at the Cape to their employers.

It has been considered that such a measure, grounded as it should be upon a
comprehensive knowledge of the habitual relations in which all the parties con-
cerned stand to each other, would best be devised and completed on the spot.
The accompanying circular instruction to the Governors of certain Sugar Colonies

will impart to you generally the views and wishes of His Majesty’s Government,
in regard to the nature of the detailed enactments by which the intentions of the by
Legislature are to be carried into effect; and I beg leave to recommend to you to »“4
take the necessary steps for preparing the draft of an ordinance for the considera. —%,°@%
tion of the Legislative Council, which shall be grounded upon the principles and
rules laid down in the paper annexed to the circular instructions.

I have, &c.

(signed) T. Spring Rice.

P.S.—It will be advisable, for the sake of despatch, that in all cases in which
the proposed Cape Ordinance may differ from the Order in Council, you should
report to me, most fully and distinctly, the reasons which in your mind make such
deviations necessary. (signed) T. S. R.

 

 

278.—1I.
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—_— Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir B. D’Urban to
_ No. 405. Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Government House, Cape of Good Hope,
Sir, 7 January 1835.

WITH reference to my Despatch of the 31st May, I have the honour to inform
you, that yours to me of the 12th of Septemberlast, with the models of enactments
for the guidance of the Legislative Council, reached me on the evening ofSaturday
the 29th of November.

I lost no time in proceeding thereon, and the Attorney-General having framed
without delay a draft of an Ordinance, it was proposed to the LegislativeCouncil,
read a first time, and published on the 5th of December; and as soon as thepre-
scribed three weeks had elapsed, again brought under discussion and passed, and is

, herewith transmitted.
The principles of the Act of Parliament and models transmitted have, I believe,

been carefully observed ; but the whole slave population have been classed as non-
preedial labourers; this being alike the desire of the employers and employed, and
doubtless much to the advantage of the latter, as will readily be seen by the en-
closed schedule. The labour besides, in this Colony, of farmers, differing ve
widely from that in the West Indies, and being so promiscuous that it would have

- been in many instances impracticable to class it, and would have constantly led
(and was accordingly deprecated by the labourers themselves) to the placing near
connexions, husbands and wives for instance, respectively in different conditions;
the one becoming altogether free two years sooner than the other.

I believe that this Ordinance ‘is well adapted to those whom it concerns, and
I therefore humbly trust to its receiving His Majesty’s gracious approval and
confirmation. . I have, &c.

(signed) B. D’Urban.

 

 

Enclosurein . Enclosure in No. 405.
- 405. :
4°5 TABLE of Hours of Lazoun, &c. for AprrEeNticeD Lazourezrs at the Cape of

Good Hope, being the usual Working Hours of Free Labourers in the Colony.
 

 

       
 

 

 

Hours of Intervals Hours for Total Hours Average length of the
MONTHS. Labour in each for Rest exemption Day and —_Night.

Day. Meals, &c. | and Sleep. | from Labour.| from Sunrise|to Sunset,

May- «
June= - -(} 9 2 13 15 to} 192
July - - -
March - |

Aeeust .. 2 10 3 11 14 | we 124
September - ‘|
October - = -
November - -
December - =- 11 3 10 13 132 10}
January + -
February + -

The average labour in a month is 25 days.
' 3 Months’ labour 75 days at g hours per diem, give 675 hours,

4 ” » 100 wy vy 10 9 » ” 1,000 4
§ ” » 135 » wm WU 9 n ” 1,375 on

13 - 300 Average 10h, 10 min. per annum- 3,050»

6years’labour, or 1,800 days, at 7h. 30 min. per diem, give 13,500 hours,
4» ” 1,200 , 10h. 10 min, per diem, give 12,200 5,

G 2 to — . ———2

2 Years’ freedom O00days to earn wages,and - - 1,300hours’ labour in
the LabourJ& . ” me _. the term of apprenticeship.
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—No. 406.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Grant to
Governor Sir B. D’Urban.

Sir, Downing-street, 30th April 1835.

I wAvE received and laid before the King your Despatch of the 7th January,
enclosing an Ordinance, intituled, “‘ An Ordinance for giving due effect to the pro-
visions of an Act of Parliament, passed in the third and fourth years of the reign
of His Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, ‘An Act for the Abolition of
Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the industry of the manu-
mitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the services of
such Slaves,’ and dated the 28th August 1833.”

This Ordinance has been passed in fulfilment of the conditions imposed by the
Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery on the different Colonial Legisla-
tures, in order to entitle the colonists to-a participation in the compensation fund.
In this instance, that obligation appears to have been fulfilled in the most complete
and satisfactory manner. The law is in effect a mere transcript of His Majesty’s
Order in Council, made for a similar purpose in relation to Trinidad, St. Lucia and
Mauritius, with such changes only as are necessarily incident to the essential dis-
tinctions between those Islands and the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, in rural
economy, climate, and topographical circumstances.

I observe, however, that this Act supposes (see cap. 1. sections 1 & 3,) the em-
ployment of no less than 22 special justices, which number you have subsequently
reduced to 14, and I am willing to believe that the extent, and still more the inac-
cessible character of many of the interior districts, would probably render the law
altogether nugatory, if a very much larger number of magistrates were not em-
ployed for the execution of this Ordinance, than those who have been sent for this
purpose from this kingdom. Hence may perhaps arise the necessity for the em-
ployment of some of the proprietary body as special magistrates, though I feel
myself called upon to desire that you will avoid having recourse to such assistance,
unless when it may be impossible to procure any other.

In this ordinance, the distinction between predial and non-predial apprenticed
labourers, is entirely superseded. The whole slave population of the Colony are
hereafter to be considered, for the purposes ofthe Act of Parliament, as non-predial.
It appears to me that this is an extremely judicious arrangement, since there is no
doubt that the distinction was made by Parliament exclusively on account of the
peculiar circumstances of the slaves in the sugar colonies. If the Colony of the
Cape of Good Hope alone had been in question, Parliament would certainly have
proceeded upon the principle which has been adopted by the Governor and Legis-
lative Council. The result is, that in this important settlement every vestige of
slavery will have disappeared by the 1st of December 1838.

In cap. 10. of this Ordinance, is a declaration, that hereafter the interests of an
employer in the services of any labourer shall be liable to be seized and taken in
execution, under process of law against such employer. In this case, the abandon-
ment of the distinction between predial and non-predial labourers, may give to
the Ordinance an effect injurious to the whole body, which could scarcely have been
contemplated. Although the legal distinction between the two classes may, for the
present purpose, have been disregarded, they will not the less be distinct from each
other in point of fact. A man accustomed to work ona particular farm, and
having there his home, his connexions and attachments, local and personal, ought
not to be detached from it in satisfaction of the debts of his employer. At the pre-
sent day, there is no part of the British West Indies in which the law admits such
a separation. It appears to me, therefore, desirable that you should propose for
the adoption of the Legislative Council an explanatory Ordinance, declaring that
no labourer habitually employed on any farm, should be liable to be removed from
itin pursuance of any judgment or execution against the employer; but that, in all
such cases, the land and the services of the attached husbandmen must be seized
and sold together.

278.—I1. | Such
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CAPE OF Such are the only remarks which have been suggested to me by th
GOOD HOPE. of the Ordinance, which, in all other respects, hasappeared to meentitledto The

—_— Majesty’s unqualified approbation; and I have accordingly to acquaint you that
subject to the qualification which I have mentioned, His Majesty is pl
confirm the said Ordinance. ; yesty 18 pleased to

I have, &c.

(signed) C. Grant.

 

No. 407. —~No. 407.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir B. D’'Urban,

Sir, Downing-street, 3Augus
ad I nave the honour to transmit to you herewith, an Order ofHis. Majo in
Or. Council, dated the 31st ult., declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath

been made in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope for giving effect to an Act of
Parliament made in the third and fourth year of His present Majesty, for the Aboli-
tion of Slavery.

Ihave, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
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—No. 18. —

Antigua.

AN ACT for relieving the Slave Population from the Obligations imposed upon them by
the recent Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for
romoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons

Pitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves.”—-(Passed 4th June 1834.)

Wuerzas by the 23d section of an Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the 3d and 4th years of the reign of His Majesty Kin
William the Fouth, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the Britis
Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the
Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” it is enacted, “ that in case the
Governor, Council and Assembly of any one or more of His Majesty’s Colonies aforesaid
shall, by any Act or Acts of General Assembly for that purpose made, substitute for the
several enactments thereinbefore contained, or any of them, any énactments accomplishing
the several objects in such thereinbefore contained enactments respectively contemplated as
fully and to the like effect, but in a manner and form better adapted to the local circum-
stances of any such Colonies or Colony; and in case His Majesty shall, by any Order or
Orders to be by Him made, by the advice of His Privy Council, confirm and allow any such
Act or Acts of Assembly, and shall in and by any such Order or Orders in Council recite and
set forth at length the several provisions and enactments of that Act for which such other
enactments as aforesaid shall have been substituted by any such Act or Acts of General
Assembly, then and in such case so much and such parts of that Act as shall be so recited
and setforth at length in any such Order or Orders of His Majesty in Council shall be sus-
pended and cease to be of any force or effect in any such Colony from and after the arrival
andproclamation therein of any such Order or Orders-of HisMajesty in Council, and shall
continue to be so suspended so long as any such substituted enactments shall continue in
force and unrepealed, and no longer.”
And whereas the Governor, Council and Assembly of this Colony, having maturely con-

sidered the system of apprenticeship prescribed by the said Act of Parliament in all its
bearings, have arrived at a conviction of the expediency of dispensing with the same, and
allowing the slave population to pass to a stateof absolute and entire freedom on the Ist day
of August 1834 :

And whereas the ordinary local resources cannot be justly expected to be equal to bearing
the increased expenditure which must obviously be required for accomplishing the several
objects contemplated in this Act, and the Legislature is therefore imperatively called upon to
appeal to the generous and benevolent feeling and consideration of the King’s Most Excel-
lent Majesty, and implore His gracious assistance in relieving this ancient Colony from “ the
4} per cent. impost,” a burthen which has long and severely pressed upon its interests,
under which Colonies not more conspicuous for their loyalty and attachment to HisMajesty’s
person and Government, though possessing infinitely greater wealth and local advantages,
ave never laboured, and from which its present impoverished condition and dejecting pros-

pects now urge it, with all due and profound reverence for His Majesty, and an implicit
reliance upon His royal and paternal care, and the solicitude He has invariably manifested for
the welfare of all classes of His faithful subjects, to prefer its strong equitable claim to be in
future equally free:

.. 1. May it therefore please Your Most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be
it enacted by the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Your Majesty's Islands of Antigua,
Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica,
and the Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained, by the ‘authority of the same, that all and every the persons who, on
the Ist day of August 1834, shall be holden in slavery within this Colony or its dependencies,
shall upon and from and after the said 1st day of August 1834 become and be, to all intents
and purposes, free and discharged of and from all manner of slavery, and of and from the
obligations imposed by the said hereinbefore in part recited Act of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of
278—II. Slavery
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Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted
laves ; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,”

and shall be absolutely and for ever manumitted; and that the children thereafter to be born
to any such persons, and the offspring of such children, shall in like manner be free from their
birth; and that from and after the said 1st day of August 1834, slavery shall be and ig
hereby utterly and for ever abolished, and declared unlawful within this Colony and its
dependencies.

2. And be it further enacted, that the said persons so manumitted shall on the said 1st day
of August 1834 be considered eligible, in the severalparishes in which they were last holden
in slavery, to receive parochial relief on the same footing as all His Majesty’s other subjects
in this Colony.

3. And be it further enacted, that until the 1st day of August 1838, it shall not be lawful.
for the owners or directors of plantations to evict or expel any labourer or labourers, person
or persons, who shall be willing to continue to perform such work as shall be assigned to
him, her or them, and shall truly and faithfully perform the same for stipulated wages, or
who shall be then labouring under any such disease or mental or bedily infirmity as ma

render him, her or them incapable of earning his, her or their subsistence, from the habita-

tions or tenements which he, she or they respectively personally occupied in: their state of

slavery, except in case of insubordinate, quarrelsome, disorderly or riotous behaviour, or in

case of drunkenness, theft, trespass or other gross: delinquency on their part, when it shall
be competent to any two or more justices of the peace, upon due and impartial inquiry made

into the merits of the complaint, by an authority under their hands and seals, to sanction the
expulsion of any such delinquent ; but the said owners or directors of plantations shall be
and are hereby required. to permit and suffer the said labourers and persons to have and
enjoy respectively the personal occupation of the said habitations or tenements, by way of a
temporary and gratuitous accomm ation, for theyear ending on the said 1st day of August

1835, and no longer, without any molestation or interruption of or by the said owners or
directors of plantations, under a penalty of 6 1. for every offence, to be recovered and applied
in the manner hereinafter mentioned.

4. And be it further enacted, that from and after the said 1st day ofAugust 1834, all
owners or directors of plantations in this Colony shall be and are hereby required ‘to supply
those persons who in their state of slavery were attached to such plantations respectively, and

shall at the time of emancipation be afflicted with any such disease or mental or bodil

infirmity as may render them incapable of earning their subsistence, with such food, clothing,
lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allowances, as by

the laws now in force in this Colony an owner is required to supply to and for any slaves

being of the same age and sex, and under the same circumstances as such persons shall
respectivelybe,until proper arrangements and due and adequate provision shall be made for
their maintenance and relief bythe respective parishes, or by some other benevolent and

effectual plan in their favour, and no longer, under a penalty of 51. for every offence, to be
recovered and applied in the manner hereinafter mentioned.

5. Provided always, and be it enacted, that in the event of any dispute or difficulty in

ascertaining whether any particular individual shall be included in such number of persons,
it shall and may be lawful for the parties interested to make their appeal to two or more of

the nearest of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, who, taking to their counsel some expe-
rienced medical practitioner, shall under their hands and seals make a peremptory and con-
clusive decision in this behalf.

6. And be it further enacted, that the penalties imposed by this Act shall and may be

recovered before any two or more justices of the peace; and all justices of the peace are

hereby empowered and required, upon complaint to them made, to grant a warrant to bring

the offender before them, at the time and place in such warrant specified ; and if on convic-

tion of such offender on his or her confession, or on the evidence of any one or more credible

witness or witnesses upon oath (which oath such justices are hereby empowered to admi-

nister), any such penalty shall not be forthwith paid, it shall and may be lawful to and for

such justices to levy the same by distress, and for want of distress to commit every such

offender to the common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize for any time not

exceeding 20 days, unless such penalty, and all reasonable charges attending the recovery

thereof, shall be sooner paid; and all such penalties, when so recovered and levied as afore-

said, shall be paid into the public treasury, to be applied to the general uses of the Colony..

 

— No. 19. —
Antigua.

AN ACT for establishing a new System of Police, and for increasing the Power of the

Magistracy of this Island in the Appointment of Rural Constables, and forproviding

and regulating a House of Correction.—(Passed 81st July 1834).

Wuenrzas it is highly expedient and necessary that the police establishment of this

Island, and the laws regulating the same, should be altered and modified, so as torender

them more suitable to the changes in the social condition and circumstances of the Colony,

consequent on the entire abolition of slavery, from and after the Ist day ofAugust next:
May:
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May it therefore please Your Most Excellent Majesty,

enacted, by the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua,

Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica,

and the Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained, by the authority of the same, that the several laws, establishing and
regulating the police now in force in this Island, shall, from and after the ist day of August

next, be repealed, and the same are hereby repealed and declared void and of none effect.

2. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that his Excellency the

Governor and Commander-in-Chief, or, in his absence, the Commander-in-Chief for the

time being, shall select and, by commission or warrant under his hand and seal, appoint

such able-bodied and discreet persons, between the ages of 21 and 45 years, as may appear

to him to be properly qualified for their respective stations, to form a body of general police;

that is to say,

One superintendent, or chief inspector of police, who shall receive monthly out of the

public treasury, for the services to be by him performed, a salary of 6007. currency per

annum.
Four assistant inspectors of police, who shall each. receive, in like manner, a salary of

220 1. currency for his services.

Twenty serjeants or subordinate officers of police, who shall each, in like manner, receive

a salary of 1201. currency for his services.

And one clerk of police, who shall receive, in like manner, a salary of 2002. currency for

his services. ,

3. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that every member of such

body ofpolice shall, on his ap ointment, take the following oath: “ I do swear that I will, to

the utmost of my ability, faithfully execute the several duties as of police, in the

reservation of the public peace, and in the prevention of all offences against the persons and

roperties of His Majesty’s subjects, as is required of me by and under an Act of this Island,

intituled, ‘ An Act for establishing a new System of Police, and for increasing the Power of

the Magistracy of this Island. in the Appointment of Rural Constables, and for providing and

regulating a House of Correction.” So help me God.” And it shall not be lawful for any

member of such police to pursue any other occupation in life, or take any fee whatever,

or other eraolument, beyond his salary for the performance of any of the duties required

of him.

4. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that in the event of any
vacancy by death, resignation or removal in this body of police, such vacan shall, as

promptly as possible, be filled up by a new appointment from his Excellency the Governor,.
or the Commander-in-Chief for the time being; and in the event of the incapacity, disobe-
dience, insobriety or any misconduct on the part of any subordinate member of such police,

it shall and maybe lawful for the superintendent to report the circumstances to his Excellency
the Governor, or Commander-in-Chief for the time being, who shall have power to cause the
instant dismissal of such person or persons, and to make a new appointment in his or their

room.

%. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the persons composing
such police shall wear such simple and unexpensive dress or uniform, or shall be distinguished

by such badge or letters and numbers, on a conspicuous part of their dress, as his Excellency
the Governor, or Commander-in-Chief for the time being, may be pleased to direct and
appoint; and they shall each be furnished, at the public expense, with a suitable staff of
office, and shall each be exempted from the performance of militia duties.

6. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the duties of the said
olice shall be to aid and assist the magistrates in the performance of their duties, and vigi-
antly to detect, arrest, apprehend and bring to justice all persons guilty of felonies, larcenies

of all descriptions, misdemeanors and trespasses, as well as all rogues, vagabonds, idle and

disorderly persons, and to suppress and prevent all tumults, riots, brawls, outrages and

disorders, and all other offences of any kind soever against the public peace and laws of this
sland.

7. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the superintendent of

the said police shall be required to keep, for his exclusive use, two active and serviceable

horses, to enable him to be constantly on the alert, to visit frequently the different posts or

stations where any portion of such police may be placed, and to proceed as promptly as may

be to any part of the Island ; and he shall make-such rules and orders forthe interior govern-

ment and discipline of the said body of police; taking care that each individual thereof per-

forms the duty assigned him; and,if need be, he shall exercise the subordinate officers to the

use: of arms; and he shall report all particulars which may come under his observatior-

relating to the preservation of the public peace, as often as may be required, to his Excellency

the Governor, or Commander-in-Chief for the time being; and to enable such superintendent

to act withmore promptitude and decision on any particular emergency, he shall be named

and-appointedas one of His Majesty’s justices in the several commissions of the peace for

this Island; and it shall and may be lawful for the said superintendent, not only to command

aud control.the persons composing such body of police, but at any time, as need may be, to

put himself in communication with any other of His Majesty’s justices of peace for this

278—II. island,
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All laws regulating the
police now in force,
repealed.

Governor, by commis-
sion or warrant, to ap-
point able-bodied per-
sons between 21 and 45
years ofage, to form new
police.

Composition of police:
1 superintendent, 6001.
currency, per ann.; 4

assistant inspectors,
2201.perann. each, and
20 serjeants or sub-
ordinate officers,at 120 4
per ann. each ; 1 clerk,
2001, per annum.

Every member of police
to take oath of office.

‘Form of oath.

Members of police to
pursue no other occu-
pation in life.

Vacancies by death, re-
moval or resignation, te
be filled up by new ap-
pointment by the Go-
vernor..

Police to wear such
dress, uniform or badge
as the Governo> shall di--
rect, and to be furnished
with staffof office, to be
exempted from militia
duty.

Duties of police to aid
and assist the magis-
trates, to apprehend all
persons guilty offelonies,
ie all idle and disor-

lerly persons, es,
vagabonds, ae

Superintendent of police
to keep 2 active services
able horses, to visit fre-
quently out-stations, to
frame rules for interior
government of police, to
exercise subordinate of-
ficers to the use of arms,

Superintendent to be in
the several commissions
of the peace ; justices of
the peace to co-operate,
to call to his aid ordi-
nary constables or rural
constables.
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Each assistant inspector
to act as chief or senior
at his station.

Everyinspector and sub-
ordinate officer of police
to have the same autho-
rity belonging to con-
stables.

Clerk of police to be
stationed in St. John’s;
to attend sitting’ magis-
trates, to keep record of
all convictions,

Principal station, or
head-quarters, to be the
town of St, John, at the
old gaol, to be repaired
for such purpose.

Each member of police
to be furnished with 1
fusil or bir nderbuss,
with belts and pouches,
1 pair pi:.tols and 1 cut-
lass, with ammunition,
&e.

Ordinary strength of
police in St. Seohn’s, 1
assistant inspector, and
8 subordinate officers.

Besides general and ex-
tended constabulary
duties, members of
lice in St. John’s to pa-
trole the streets, lanes,
wharfs, &c., andto ap-
prehend all suspicious
persons, and commit
them to the watch-
house.

Police in St. John’s to
apprehend all persons at
any time selling or bar-
tering sugar canes, and
all other articles, con-

to the law for abo-
lishing Sunday markets,
all persons riding or

- engaged in any judicial proceedin
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Island, who are all hereby required to co-operate with him, and to give him every aid and
information in their power in the lawful execution of his duties; and it shall and may be law.
ful for the said superintendent, at any time, to call to his aid and assistance any neighbourin
constable or constables, whether the same be the ordinary constables of divisions appointedby His Majesty’s justices in grand sessions, or the rural constables on neighbouring planta-
tions, to be appointed under and by virtue of this Act, who are each and all hereby required
to afford a ready and prompt assistance, and to obey any written or verbal summons by or
on behalf of the said superintendent of police.

8. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that each assistant ofpolice
shall act as the chief or senior officer at the particular station to which he may be appointed
under the supervision and direction nevertheless of the superintendent, who shall be regarded
as the superior of the whole police department within the Island.

9. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that every assistant
tor and serjeant, or subordinate officer of police, shall have the authorit appertaining
generally to the office of constable, and each and every of them shall have the same power
and authority in executing all warrants, summonses and other orders of magistrates generally,
as any other constable duly appointed and sworn by virtue of any law or usage now
in force.

inspec-

10. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be the duty
of the clerk of police, who shall always be stationed in St. John’s, to attend the sittines of
any magistrate or magistrates before whom any offenders may be brought for examination
by the agency of the police, to make out the hecessary summonses, warrants and commit-
ments, to file and preserve all documents and correspondences relating to matters ofpolice,
all notes and particulars of written examinations, to assist the clerk of the Crown and public
prosecutor in preparing all criminal cases for trial, and to keepa register in a book o large
size and strongly bound, in which shall be set down the date of any particular complaint or
offence charged, the name of the party accused and party by whom accused, together with
any general remarks which may promise to be useful in the investigation of any future charges
or complaints.

11. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the principal station,
head-quarters or rendezvous of the said police department shall be in the townof St. John,
at the public building formerly occupied as the common gaol, and to which the present police
officers shall be annexed, and which shall immediately undergo sufficient repair for this pur-
pose, and have suitable places for the temporary confinement of offenders taken into custody,
and detained for examination before the justices; reserving nevertheless, in the said public
building, suitable apartments for the use and accommodation of the sitting magistrates, or
any other magistrates before whom parties may be brought for examination, or who may be

appertaining to their offices; and the said police apart-
ments shall be provided, at the public expense, with such seats, benches, tables, arms and
arm-racks as may be required, and with at least two good lamps, which shall always be kept
burning during the hours of darkness, at the public cost; and the arms to be provided shall
consist of at least one fusil or blunderbuss, with appropriate belts and pouches, one pair of
pistols, and one sword or cutlass, for each member of police, with an adequate supply of
requisite ammunition, which said arms shall at all times be kept clean and in erfectly ser-
viceable order and repair; and such station in St. John’s shall be the centre of an intimate
and constant communication with the other police offices on all matters relating to the
disturbance of the public peace, and to the commission of all offences of a serious character.

12. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the ordinary strength
of the police force at St. John’s shall consist (exclusive of the superintendent) of one assis-
tant-inspector and eight subordinate officers.

13. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that over and above the
more general and extended constabulary duties contemplated by this Act, the members of
the police station in St. John’s shall be required, as far as their numbers may permit, to keep
watch and ward, and shall visit and inspect the different precincts, streets, lanes, wharfs,
purlieus and outskirts of the said town, patrolling at such hours and successive intervals
during the day and night, and in such rotation as the superintendent of police may think fit
to direct, im order to the prevention and detection of all felonies, hurglaries, firing of build-
ings, robberies, larcenies, affrays of persons, outrages and disorders, or injuries to property of
any kind, as well as to apprehendall night-walkers, rogues, vagabonds and other idle, disor-
derly, lurking and suspicious persons, and to lodge all such as may be so taken into their
custody at the watch-house or apartment allotted for that purpose within the police station,
till their several offences be inquired into, and determined on by the sitting magistrate, or
any other magistrate appointed for the town or district of St. John.

14, And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the said police sta-
tioned in St. John’s shall be and are hereby authorized to apprehend all persons at any
time selling, bartering or disposing of sugar canes, all persons selling, bartering or disposing
of articles contrary to the spirit and intent of the law of this Island for the abolition of the
Sunday markets, all persons furiously or improperly riding or driving in the streets,allcarters
who may be found riding on their carts, or who may not have the owner’s name or initials,

or
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or the plantation to which the same belong marked legibly on the same, all persons flying
kites, playing with bat and ball, or other games whereby horses may be startled, or persons
committing any nuisances, dangerousor unsuitable for the public streets; and suchpolice officers
shall detain any such offender or offenders, and carry him, her or them with as little delay
as possible before the sitting magistrate, or any magistrate, who, on due conviction on oath of
any such offenderor offenders, shall have authority to fine him, her or them in a sum not
exceeding 5/., or, in default of immediate payment thereof, to commit the offender or offend-
ers to the common gaol or house of correction for a period not exceeding 21 days, unless the
said fine be sooner paid.

15. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the police on duty in
St. John’s shall be required to take up all animals straying or feeding in the public streets,
and which by law may be liable to be pounded, and at any time after three days public
notice may destroy all hogs found loose in the public streets.

16. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that two other stations of
lice shall be formed and established ; one in the town of Falmouth or English Harbour, or

in the immediate vicinity thereof, and the other in the town or vicinity of the,town of Par-
ham; and until suitable and convenient buildings can be erected or. provided for such pur-
oses, houses shall be hired at the public expense, not exceeding 100/. per annum, each
aving contained therein, adjoining or attached thereto, secure and commodious apartments

for the temporary safe custody of offenders apprehended by the said police, and intended to
be brought to justice by them.

17. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the ordinary esta-
blishment at each of the last-mentioned stations shall consist of one assistant inspector and
four serjeants or subordinate officers of police, who, besides their staves, shall be provided with
arms, accoutrements and ammunition as are hereinbefore specified; and the said members of
police shall be subject to the like control and regulations as those in St. John’s; and from
them shall be required the same duties and observances, as far as the local circumstances
of the station may render practicable or expedient, taking all offenders who may be appre-
hended by themfor examination before any one or more of the nearest of His Majesty’s
justices of the peace, two or more of whom shall, if to them it seem more convenient, asso~
ciate themselves and sit on some stated day of the week in petty sessions, for the purpose of
hearing and deteraining on such matters as may be brought before them by the said police.

18. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that another station of
olice shall be formed and established at the Old Road, either at the Old Road Fort, or at

Johnson’s Point Fort, or both, the buildings of which, if not already suitable to the purpose,
shall receive such requisite alterations as may render them more commodious, unless a more
suitable and convenient position can be obtained in lieu thereof, under the authority of his
Excellency the Governor, in Bermudian Valley or New Division; and the ordinary establish-
ment at such station shall consist, in like manner, of one assistant inspector and four serjeants
or subordinate officers of police, who shall be subject to the same control, regulations, and
the performance of the same duties in the active preservation of the public peace, and in the
prevention and suppression of all crimes and offences against the laws of this Island, as is
ereby required from all other members of the department ofPotice; and on apprehending’

any offender or offenders against the public peace or laws of ‘this Island, they shall take
them, as promptly as possible, before any one or more of the nearest of His Majesty’s jus-
tices of the peace, two or more of whom shall have authority, if to them it seem more con-
venient, to associate themselves, on any stated day of the week, in petty sessions for hearing
and determining all such matters as may be brought before them by the said police.

19. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that there shall be pro-
vided, at the public expense, books, to be kept at the several out-stations of police, for the
due recording of all proceedings within their cognizance respectively; and on the assistant
inspectors thereat shall devolve the duties of clerk to the station.

20. Provided always, and be it enacted, that nothing herein coutained shall be construed
to prevent the superintendent of police from changing or shifting temporarily the out-stations
of police as events or circumstances may seem to require, and as quarters for their accom-
modation can elsewhere be procured, as well as to withdraw or draft from any station, with
the view of augmenting the strength at any other station, as well as at any time to relieve and
change the individual members of police from one post to another, as to the said superin-
tendent may seem fit and proper.

21. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that in the event of its
appearing expedient to his Excellency the Governor or Commander-in-chief for the time
time being, on the representation of the superintendent or chief officer of police, that any one
of the out-stations should be removed to any other part of the country, or that any number
of the persons com: osing the police establishment should be detached and posted in any
other part of the Island, his Excellency shall be-and is hereby authorized to hire or rent
suitable houses or quarters for their accommodation and lodging, at a rate not exceeding
1002. currency per annum for each, which sum the public treasurer shall be and is hereby
authorized to pay.
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22. And whereas an Act of this Island waspassed on the 16th day of July 1823, intituleg
“ An Act for preventing Aliens of dangerous Principles from residing in this Island, and for
establishing other Regulations for the Security:of the Inhabitants,” the chief duties of which
Act were thereby imposed on the then existing police establishment: And whereas strangers
were then made,and still continue to be subjected to certain rules and regulations therein
laid down as necessary for the public welfare: And whereas by this Act that police is here-
inbefore declared to cease to ‘have existence; Be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted and
ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that ‘the present substituted police shall do and perform
all the duties heretofore required from the pre-existent police, the duties of which shall
merge into the new system of police established by this Act; and that a book shall be kept
at each station for the registering of the names and domiciles of all aliens, agreeable to the
provisions contained in the former before-mentioned Act; and the whole of the other duties
therein prescribed to said police shall be devolved on the police established under this Act.

23. And whereas it frequently happens that complaintsare exhibited before ‘the magis-
trates of the said Island which turn out upon investigation to be very frivolous and vexatious;
Be it and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in every case where a com-
plaint is made against any person or persons, that the magistrate or magistrates to whom
such complaint is made shall-demand as a remuneration for his or their trouble, for issuing -
the warrant and hearing the complaint, the sum of 6s.

24, And be it further enacted, that if upon hearing the complaint in any case, the person
orpersons so complained against shall be found to have been in error in any degree, that then
and in such case, whether they be bound over to appear to answer to such complaint at the
next Court of King’s Bench and grand sessions of the peace, or other sessions of the peace,
to be holden for the said Island, or the complaint dismissed upon reprimand ‘or otherwise
by the said magistrate or magistrates, that he or they shall order or direct that the said party
so complained against or found in error, shall immediately, and before departure from the
presence of the said magistrate or magistrates, reimburse to the said complainant the said
sum of 6s. so paid for obtaining the warrant to appear and answer to the said complaint, and
shall also pay to the said magistrates the further sum of 6s., making together the sum of
128.; if otherwise, the said sum of 68. paid ‘for ‘issuing the warrant and hearing the com-
plaint, to be borne by the complainant.

25. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that should the party
complained against refuse to pay, under the circumstances aforesaid, the said sum of 12s.,
when so ordered and directed, the said magistrate .or magistrates are hereby authorized and
directed to commit him, her or them so contemptuously refusing, to the common gaol, there
to remain for the space of seven days or until the said sum of 12s. be fully paid and
satisfied.

26. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be
lawful for any two of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, on the request and recommenda-
tion of the owner or director of any plantation whereon may be domiciliated the number of
100 persons, labourers, and their families, to appoint by precept in writing, under their hands
_Tespectively, two persons out of that number, or one person if under 100, and not Jess than
50, to act as constables or constable on such plantation, which constables or constable shall
have and are hereby declared to be invested with all-the powers and authorities incident and
belonging to the office of constable generally, and as such shall and may act, if need be, in
the performance and prosecution of his or their duty as fully and effectually on any other
plantation as on the particular one for which he or they may have been appointed, in pre-
serving the public peace, and apprehending all offenders against the same, and in preventing
or suppressing all tumults, nots, trespasses, misdemeanors.and felonies;and such magistrates
are hereby empowered to administer'to all such persons so appointed, the following oath ; viz.

“I. A. B.,.do swear, that I will well and truly serve our Sovereign Lord the King ‘in
the office of rural constable for the plantation called and .asconstable-generally, if
need be, without favour or affection, malice or ill-will ; and that I will to the best of my
power cause the peace to be kept and preserved, and prevent all offences against the persons
and properties of His Majesty’s subjects, and that while I hold the office,| will, to the best
of my skill and knowledge, discharge all the duties thereof. So help me God.”

 

 

Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shall alter, affect or abridge any power
or authority which by law appertains to any justice or justices of the peace to appoint special
constables in cases of actual necessity.

27. And be it further enacted, that every such constable so appointed and sworn shall, on
the requisition of the justice making such appointment, be enrolled in the office of the clerk
of the vestry of the parish in which the plantation for which such constable may be appointed
shall be situated, which clerk of the vestry shall, and he is hereby directed to publish in one
of the newspapers of this Island, half yearly, a list of such constables so appointed; and such
constable shall, at the expense of such plantation, be provided with a staff of office, and
every staff so supplied shall bear the name of the plantation to which the said constable 1s
appointed, in addition to the usual marks, which staff shall be-given up to the owner OF

. director of the plantation whenever any constable so appointed removes from it; whic
and taken to be a removal fromremoval, whenever the same shall occur, shall be deeme i

oilice,®
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office, so as to give the magistrates aforesaid the opportunity of making a fresh appointment ANTIGUA.
to the office so vacated.

28, And be it further enacted, that every such constable shall, for every warrant under Constabletoreceive
hand and seal which he may execute, be entitled to receive from the public treasury the sum 4%, 64: for executin
of 4s. 6d. for the caption, and 9d. per mile for every mile such constable shall convey the Oa.pes warrant, an

person apprehended to the magistrate issuing the warrant, and from thence to his ultimate
destination.

29. And be it further enacted, that all gross dereliction or wilful neglect of duty on the Gross dereliction or wil-
art of such constable or constables shall be inquired into by the magistrate or magistrates ful neglect of duty by

of the division, and that on conviction before him or them, it shall be in the power of such constable,to beinquired
magistrate or magistrates to dismiss from office the person or persons who may be so con- upon conviction dise
victed before him or them: provided always, that such conviction and dismissal shall not missed from office.
prevent, lessen or impeach, any remedy at law which any party aggrieved by any such Dismissal of constable
offence of such constable might or would have had if such conviction and dismissal had not mo Or partyremedy
taken place. grieved.

30. Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby further enacted, that nothing herein contained Rural constables not
shall be construed to extend to require the attendance of such constables at the Court of requiredtoattendanyof
King’s Bench and grand sessions of the peace, or at any other courts held for the said Island, {hecout unless sum-
unless specially summoned thereto. .

31. And be it further enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that until full and Until provision madefor
adequate provision shall be made for the erection and maintenance of houses of correction in the erectionofhousesof
the different panshes, or other convenient districts of the said Island, there shall from and So"sresmouth “wing of
after the Ist day of August next be established a central house of correction at the New New Gaoltobe central
Gaol, near the town of St. John, for the reception and confinement of such rogues, vagabonds, hovseofcorrection. s
idle and disorderly persons, and such other persons as may be committed by any of His machinerr, ‘tobepro-
Majesty’s justices of the peace under the authority of any Act of this Island to such house vided at the publie cost.
of correction; and that there shall be provided therein, at the public cost, a tread-mill or
tread-wheel, and such other machinery, materials and implements as may be necessary to set
on work on such tread-mill or tread-wheel, or in the breaking or hewing of stones, in picking
oakum, or any other suitable, customary or eligible manner, all such persons as for their
several offences may by any such justice or justices be committed to such house of correc-
tion and sentenced to hard labour.

32. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that to extend and South wing of New _
enlarge the before-mentioned New Gaol near St. John’s, so as to afford the necessary addi- Gaol tobeenclosed with. : : : : os thick wall, with door oftional space and accommodation which will be required therein in consequence of the present communication with the
enactment, the unoccupied southern wing of the range of buildings wherein the said gaol is gaol yard.
comprised, and which has hitherto been reserved for an hospital and public dispensary, shall
be connected with the said gaol by opening a door of communication with the gaol yard, and
the whole of the said southern wing shall likewise be inclosed with a secure and substantial
wall at the public expense.

33. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the justices assembled Justices assembled at
at the grand sessions of the peace to be next holden for this Island shall appoint three justices grand sessions to ap=
of their number to act as visitors of the house of correction, who shall visit and inspect the Post,5 0! viewnumber
same four times a year, or oftener if need be, and report the state thereofto the next sessions, house ef correction; to
and shall draw up such orders and rules for the proper governing and regulating the said visit at least four times
house of correction, for keeping the prison wholesome and clean, for receiving, separating, report to nentsad
(according to their sex or the nature of their offences), dieting, clothing, relieving, employing, sessions; to frame rules
reforming, managing, punishing and watching of all such persons as shall be sent to, con-2 regulations, &c.
fined or continued in the same, and may also examine intothebehaviour and conduct of
the officer or officers, and treatment of the prisoners, as may occur to their observation ; but
such rules and orders so to be made shall not begin to have force and effect till they have
been submitted to the justices in sessions and duly confirmed by them, when such rules
and regulations shall be printed in plain legible characters, and fixed in some conspicuous
part ofsuch house of correction: provided nevertheless, that the following shall form part
of such rules and regulations, and shall be observed and enforced at the said house of correc-
aon until added to and rendered more copious by such visitors and bench of justices afore-
said ; viz.

ist. That the several persons who shall be committed to the house of correction to be kept Rules to form part, and
to hard labour shall be employed (unless prevented by ill health) every day during their te be added 40 rules
confinement (except Sundays, Christmas-day and Good Friday) for so many hours as the ‘*™e4 by justices.
day-light will admit, not exceeding 12 hours, being allowed thereout to rest half an hour at
breakfast, an hour and a half at dinner, and that the intervals shall be noticed by the ringing
of a bell.

2d. That the master of the house of correction shall adapt the various employments which
shall be directed by the justices at sessions to each person in such manner as shall be best
suited to his or her strength and ability, regard being had to age and sex.

3d. That the males and females shall be employed, and shall also eat and be lodged in
Separate apartments, and shall have no intercourse or communication with each other.

4th. That every person so committed shall be sustained with bread, or any coarse but whole-
some food, and water; but persons under medical care shall be sustained with such food and
liquor as the medical attendant shall direct. ;

278-—~I1. 5th. That
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Justices assembled at
grand sessions to ap-
point a fit person to be
eeper of house. of cor-

rection ; to receive
200 i. per annum.

Until justices shall as-
semble at grand sessions,
Governor to appoint
keeper of house of cor-
rection ad interim.

Act to be in force for
two years from publi-
cation.

No. 20.

Preamble.

Any one of the justices
of the peace, on com-
plaint made to him, on
oath, of the withholding
from any artificer, la-
bourer or servant, his or
her just wages, to call
before him sucheon
neglecting to make sa-
tisfaction, and upon
hearing ifwages are due,
to order payment within

- 10 days; order not com-
plied with, or party neg-

lecting to appear, justice
to issue warrant to con-
stable of the division to
levy on the goods and
chattels of party, and
sell in satisfaction, with
costs.
Proviso; complaint to
be made within 30 days,
and sum not to exceed:
51. currency.
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5th. That the master and such other persons, if any, as shall be employed by the justices
to assist the master, shall be very watchful and attentive in seeing that the persons s0 com.
mitted are constantly employed during the hours of work, and if any person shall be found
remiss or negligent inPerforming what is required to be done by such persons, to the best of
his or her power and ability, or shall wilfully do any waste, spoil or damage of any kind
soever, the master shall punish every such person in the manner hereafter directed.

6th. That if any person so committed shall refuse to obey the orders given by the master.
or shall be guilty of profane cursing and swearing, or of any indecent behaviour or expres-
sion, or ofany assault, quarrel or abusive words to or with any other person, he or she shall
be punished for the same in the manner hereafter directed.

7th. That the master shall have power to punish the several offenders as before described
by close confinement, and shall enter in a book, to be kept by him for the inspection of the
justices at sessions and the visiting justices, the name of every person who shall be so
punished by him, expressing the offence and duration of the punishment inflicted.

34, And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority‘aforesaid, that the justices assembled
in grand sessions shall appoint a fit person to be the master or keeper of such house of cor-
rection, who shall receive quarterly, out of the public treasury, the yearly salary of the sum
of 200 2; and the said master or keeper shall give to the justices, if 1t seem proper, sufficient
security for the continuance and performance of his services and duty.

35. And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that until His Majesty’s
justices shall be assembled ingrand sessions, his Excellency the Governor shall have power
and authority to nominate and appoint a master or keeper of such house of correction ad
interim, who shall receive a remuneration for his services at and after the rate of the above-
mentioned sum per annum of 200 2.

36. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be and continue in force for the space of
two years from the publication thereof, and thenceforward to the next meeting of theCouncil
and Assembly of this Island.

 

— No. 20. —
Antigua.

AN ACT for enabling Labourers, Artificers and Servants, to recover. by Summary Process
their Wages from their Employers, and for repealing an Act datedthe 28th of October,
in the year 1684, intituled, “ An Act for enabling Artificers, Labourers and Servants to
recover their Wages from their Masters.”-—-(Passed 31st July 1834.)

Wuereas from the change of circumstances in this Island, the provisions of an Act
thereof, passed on the 28th day of October, 1684, “ for enabling artificers, labourers and
servants to recover their wages from their masters,” have been rendered inadequate to the
end therein contemplated:

And whereas from the alteration in the condition of the labouring classes in this Island
about to take place, some enactment for the like purpose and effect will become highly
necessary and expedient :

We, therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Governor and Com-
mander-in-chief in and over Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, Barbuda, St.
Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica, and the Council and Assem-

bly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, do humbly pray Your Most Excellent Majesty
that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, b

the authority of Your Majesty’s said Governor and Commander-in-chief, and the Council
and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Antigua aforesaid, that it shall and may be

lawful for any one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace in this Island, on complaint to him
made on oath by any artificer, labourer or servant therein, of the withholding from any such
artificer, labourer or servant, of the just wages due to him or her, on any contract or agree-
ment from any person or persons by whom he or she shall have been employed, to call
before him such person refusing or neglecting to make satisfaction, and if, upon hearing and
examining such person on oath, it shall appear to the said justice that any such wages are

due and owing, or on an adjustment of claims between the parties, that any balance of wages

is due or owing, such justice is hereby authorized to order the same to be paid to such
artificer, labourer or servant within 10 days after order made, and if such order be not com-
plied with, or in case of the party complained against having neglected to appear after being
duly summoned by such justice, it shall be lawful for such justice to issue his warrant,

directed to any constable of the division, authorizing and directing him to levy on the goods
and chattels of any such person making default as aforesaid, and them to sell in satisfaction

that such complaint be made within
and that such wages do not

custom or usage to the

thereof, and of all costs and charges: provided always,
30 days from the time any part of such wages shall be due,
exceed the sum of 5/. current gold and silver money; any law,
contrary notwithstanding.

2, And
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2. And be it further enacted, that from and after the publication of this Act, an Act of
the said Island, dated the 28th of October, in the year of OurLord 1684, intituled “ AnAct
for enabling Artificers, Labourers and Servants to recover their Wages from their Masters,
shall be and the same is hereby repealed.
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—No. 21. —_—

Antigua. ;

Y ACT for regulating Special Contracts between Labourers and their Employers, and
AN A enforcing astrictObservance of such Contracts.—(Passed 29th Dec. 1834.) ,

EAs it is essential to the prosperity of this Island that special contracts between
labs and their employers should.beproperly regulated, and all breaches of the same by
either party be promptly redressed by means of summary convictions. _May it therefore

lease Vour Most Excellent Majest , that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the
overnor and Commander-in-chief of Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Montserrat,

Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica, and the
Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, and it is hereby enacted
and ordained, by the authority of the same, that special contracts between labourers and their
employers in this Island shall not be valid if made to endure formore than one year, and
unless the same shall be made or entered into in writing or otherwise, in the presence of
two or more witnesses.

2. And be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered
into in the manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, who shall absent himself or herself
from his or her employment, even with reasonable cause, shallforfeit for the benefit of his or
her employer the wages which shall have accrued during the time of such absence.

. be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered
into iathe manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, whoshall absent himself or herself
from his or her employment with reasonable cause, and not give to his or her employer the
earliest possible intimation of such intended absence and of the cause thereof, shall forfeit
for the benefit of his or her employer twice the amount of the wages which shall have
accrued during the time of such absence.

4. And be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered into
in the manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, who shall absent himselfor herself from his
or her employment with reasonable cause for half or any smaller proportion of a day, shall
forfeit a whole day’s wages for the benefit of his or her employer.

5. And be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered
into in the manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, who shall absent himself or herself from
his or her employment without reasonable cause for more than half a day, shall forfeit three
days’ wagesfor the benefit of his or her employer.

6. And be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered
into in the manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, who shall absent himself or herself from
his or her employment without reasonable cause for two successive days, or on two distinct
days within the same fortnight, shall, on conviction on oath before one or more of His
Majesty’s justices of the peace, be sentenced to hard labour in the house of correction for
one week. |

7. And be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered
into in the manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, who shall absent himself or herself
from his or her employment without reasonable cause for three ormore successive days, or
on three distinct days within the same fortnight, shall, on conviction on oath before one or
more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, be sentenced to hard labour in the house of
correction for two weeks.

8. And be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered
into in the manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, who shail neglect to perform any labour
for which he or she shall have so engaged: himself or herself, or who shall perform the
same in a negligent and improper manner, or who shall by wilful negligence damage the
roperty of his or her employer, shall, on conviction on oath before one or more of His

Matesty’s justices of the peace, for the firstoffence, forfeit for the benefit of his or her em-
ployer any number of days’ wages not exceeding six, and for the second offence shall be
subject to imprisonment and hard labour for any time not exceeding one week, and for the
third or any future offence, to three times that amount of punishment.

9. And be it further enacted, that any labourer bound by any special contract entered
into in the manner and form hereinbefore rescribed, who shall be convicted on oath before
one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace of endangering the Property of his or her
employer, or of any other person, by the careless use of fire or of drunkenness, or of ill-
using any cattle or other stock, or of wantonly destroying or injuring the property of his or
her employer intrusted to his or her charge, or of failing to provide, according to his or her
278—II ability
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ability, for his or her infant children, shall for any such offences, at the discretion of the
justice or justices of the peace before whom he or she shall or may be so convicted, be
adjudged to imprisonment and hard labour for any term not exceeding three months.

10. And be it further enacted, that during the imprisonment of any such labourer, all
es which according to his or her contract would have accrued to him or her, shall bewi

forfeited for the benefit of his or her employer.

11. And be it further enacted, that in the event of ill-usage, or of the wages for which
the employer shall have contracted being unpaid or in arrear, or if any other part of the
contract shall be unfulfilled on the part of the employer, it shall be lawful for any one or
more of the labourers, not exceeding three; on behalf of himself, herself or themselves, and
the other aggmieved parties, to complain to any justice of the peace in the parish of such
ill-usage or breach of contract, and that it shall be lawful for such justice of the peace to
adjudge the employer to the payment of the wages in arrear with costs, and a penalty not
exceeding 101. forthe breach of contract, and in case of ill-usage, te discharge the labourer
from his or her contract.

12. And whereas it is highly desirable that servants in husbandry should, as far as may
be practicable, be associated in labour and located on the same estates; and it is both im
litic and unjust towards their present employers, as well as injurious to themselves,that
they should be allowed to be seduced by the temptation of a temporary increase of wages
held out to them by any other proprietor, with a particular object, to desert the estatesto
which they are attached, and where they enjoy the more. solid advantage of permanent em-
ployment with a comfortable place of abode; Be it therefore further enacted, that if any
person shall knowingly employ any servant in husbandry who shall either be under contract
to another person, or retain the occupation of a house upon the estate of such other person,
or if any person shall continue to employ any servant in husbandry so under contract to
another, or so retaining the occupation of a house upon the estate of such other person, after
receiving due notice of the relation in which such servant in husbandry stands towards such
other person, the person so offending shall, on conviction on oath before any one or more of
HisMajesty's justices of the peace, forfeit for every offence the sum of 10/., to be recovered
and applied in the manner hereinafter mentioned.

13. And be it further enacted, that all wages and costs so adjudged to be paid, and all
penalties imposed by this Act, shall be recovered in the manner prescribed for the recovery
of penalties imposed by any other Act of this Island, and such penalties paid into the public
treasury.

and be it further enacted, that nothing herein contained shall be
‘by the day, or by the piece,

task or job, with persons not already under contract as aforesaid, and where the contracting
parties are content to forego the benefit of a legal remedy for non-performance, and place
a mutual reliance on the good faith and integrity ofeach other for the due fulfilment of such
agreements.

14, Provided always,

15. And be it further enacted, that all persons who have not been trained to any employ-
ment but that of labour in the fields, or in the manufactories, all persons who have been
trained to labour as smiths, wheelwrights, carpenters, or otherwise, as mechanics and
artisans, and all persons who have been accustomed to the occupation of headmen or drivers,
in superintending the labour of slaves, stock-keepers and watchmen, shall be considered as
labourers within the meaning and provisions of this Act.

16. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall continue and be in force for one year
from the publication thereof, and from thence until the next meeting of the Council and
Assembly.

 

—No. 22, —

Antigua..

AT the Court at St.James’s, the 10th day of June 1835 :—Present, The King’s Most Excellent
Majesty in Council.

Wuerzas by an Act passed in the 3d & 4th year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An
Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry
of the Manumitted Slaves ; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services
of such Slaves ;” after reciting, amongst other things, that it would be desirable that such
of the provisions of the said Act as related to the internal concerns of the said respective

Colonies should be enacted in such respective Colonies, so far as might be possible, by the
authority of the several local legislatures of such Colonies respectively, it is enacted, thatin
case the Governor, Council and Assembly of any one or more of His Majesty’s Colonies

should, by any Act or Acts of General Assembly for that purpose made, substitute for the
several enactments thereinbefore contained, or any of them, any enactments accomplishing

the several objects in such thereinbefore contained enactments respectively contemplated, as

fully and to the like effect, but in a manner and form better adapted to the local circumr

and in case His Majesty should, by any Order ofstances of any such Colonies or Colony ; Orders
rder
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Orders to be by him made by the advice of His Privy Council, confirm and allow any such

Act or Acts of Assembly, and should, in and by any such Order or Orders in Council, recite
and set forth at length the several provisions and enactments of the said Act of Parliament

for which such other enactments as aforesaid should have been substituted by any such Act

or Acts of General Assembly, then and in such case so much and such parts of the said

Act of Parliament as should be so recited and set forth at length in any such Order or Orders
of His Majesty in Council, should be suspended and cease to be of any force or effect in any

such Colony from and after the arrival and proclamation therein of any such Order or Orders

of His Majesty in Council, and should cuntinue to be so suspended so long as any such
substituted enactment should continue in force and unrepealed, and no longer:
And whereas the Governor, Council and Assemblyof the Island of Antigua, have, by a

certain Act of General Assembly for that purpose made, bearing date the 4th day of June
1834, substituted for such of the several enactments in the said Act of Parliament contained
as relate to the apprenticeship of the labourers therein mentioned, certain other enactments
accomplishing the several objects in the said last-mentioned enactments of the said Act of

Parliament respectively contemplated, as fully and to the like effect as the same are accom-
plished by the said Act of Parliament, but in a manner and form better adapted to the local

circumstances of the said Island of Antigua: Now therefore, in pursuance of the said Act of

Parliament, and in exercise of the powers thereby in His Majesty in that behalf vested, His
Majesty, by the advice of His Privy Council, doth confirm and allow the said Act of General
Assembly; and it is further declared, by the authority aforesaid, that so much and such

5 of the said Act of Parliament as are recited and set forth at length in the schedule
Rereto annexed, are the provisions and enactments of the said Act of Parliament for which
such other enactments have been substituted by the said Act ofAssembly; and His Majesty

doth therefore, by the advice aforesaid, declare that so much and such parts of the said Act
of Parliament as are so recited and set forth in the said schedule, shall be suspended and
cease to be of any force and effect in the said Island of Antigua from and after the arrival

and proclamation therein of this present Order, and shall continue to be so suspended so
long as such substituted enactments shall continue in force and unrepealed, and no longer.

And the Right honourable the Lord Glenelg, one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of
State, is to give the necessary directions herein accordingly.

(signed) William L. Bathurst.

Note.—The sections suspended by this Order are the first 22 of the Act of Parliament
3d & 4th Will. Iv. c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery.

 

MONTSERRAT.

—No. 23. —
Montserrat.

AN ACT for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island.—(Passed 30th July 1834.)

Wuereas by an Act of the 38d & 4th William the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for
the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry ofthe
Manumitted Slaves ; and for compensating Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such
Slaves,” it has been rendered incumbent on us, in order to effectuate the views and intentions
of His Majesty’s Government, to pass an Act of this Island with similar enactments, and to
confirm as far as we can the said Act: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sub-

jects, the President administering the Government, and the Council and Assembly of this
our Majesty’s Island of Montserrat, do pray Your Most Excellent Majesty, that it maybe

enacted, and be it and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after
the 1st day of August 1834, all persons who, in conformity with the laws now in force in this
Island respectively, shall on or before the 1st day of August 1834 have been drly registered
as slaves in the said Island, who on the said 1st day of August 1834 shall be actually within
the said Island, and who shall by such registries appear to be on the said 1st day of August
1834 of the full age of six years or upwards, shall by force and virtue of this Act, and with-
out the previous execution of any indenture of apprenticeship, or other deed or instrument
for that purpose, become and be apprenticed labourers; provided that for the purposes
aforesaid, every slave engaged in his ordinary occupation on the seas shall be deemed and
taken to be within the said Island.

2. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of an
such apprenticed labourer, such person or persons shall be entitled to the services of suc
apprenticed labourer as would for the time being have been entitled to his or her services as
a slave if this Act had not been made.

3. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that all slaves who may at any time previous
to the passing of this Act have been carried with the consent of their possessors, and all
spprenticed labourers who may hereafter with the like consent be carried into any part of the
nited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall from and after the passing of this Act

be absolutely and entirely free to all intents and purposes whatsoever. —
4. And whereas it is expedient that all such apprenticed labourers should, for the purposes

hereinafter mentioned, be divided into three distinct classes; the first of such classes consist-
ing of predial apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in
278—IT. their
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their state of slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonia]
produce, or otherwise, upon lands belonging to their owners; the second of such Classegconsisting of preedial apprenticed labourers not attached to the soil, and compnising all per.
sons who in their state of slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufac.ture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands not belonging to their owners; and the
third of such classes consisting of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and comprising al]
apprenticed labourers not included within either of the two preceding classes ; Be it thereforeenacted, that such division as aforesaid of the said apprenticed labourers into such classes asaforesaid, shall be carried into effect in such manner and form, and subject to such rules andregulations as shall for that purpose be established under such authority, and in and by such
Acts of Assembly as hereinafter mentioned: provided always, that no person of the age of
12 years and upwards, shall by or by virtue of any such Act of Assembly be included in
either of the said two classes of preedial apprenticed labourers, unless such person shall, for
12 calendar months at the least next before the passing of this present Act, have been habi-
tually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce.

5. And be it further enacted, that no person, who by virtue of this Act shall become a
predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall continue in
such apprenticeship beyond the 1st day of August 1840, and that during such his or her
apprenticeship no such predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to
the soil, shali be bound or liable by virtue of such apprenticeship to perform any labour in
the service of his or her employer or employers for more than 45 hours in the whole inany
one week,

6. And be it further enacted, that no person, who by virtue of this Act shall become a
non-predial apprenticed labourer, shall continue in such apprenticeship beyond the 1st day
of August 1838.

7. And be it further enacted, that if, before any such apprenticeship shall have expired,
the person or persons entitled for and during the remainder of any such term to the: services
ofsuch apprenticed labourer, shall be desirous to discharge him or her from such apprentice-
ship, it shall be lawful for suck person or persons so to do byany deed or instrument to be
bytrim, her or them for that purpose made and executed, which deed or instrument shall be
in such form, and shall be executed and recorded in such manner, and with such solemnities
as shall for that pu be prescribed under such authority, and in and by such Acts of
Legislature as heremafter mentioned : provided nevertheless, that if any person sodischarged
from any such apprenticeship, by any such voluntary act as aforesaid, shall at that time be
ofthe age of50 years or upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such disease or mental
or bodily infirmity as may render him or her incapable of earning his or her subsistence, then
and in every such case the person or persons so discharging any such apprenticed labourer as
aforesaid shall continue and be liable to provide for the support and maintenance of such
apprenticed labourer during the remaining term of such original apprenticeship, as fully as if
such apprenticed labourer had not been discharged therefrom.

8. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any such apprenticed labourer to
purchase his or her discharge from such apprenticeship even without the consent or in oppo-
sition, if necessary, to the will of the person or persons entitled to his or her services, upon
payment to such person or persons of the appraised value of such services, which appraise-
ment shall be effected, and which purchase money shall be paid and applied, and which
discharge shall be given and executed in such manner and form, and upon, under and subject
to such conditions as shall be prescribed under such authority and by such Acts of Legisla-
ture as hereinafter mentioned.

9. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be subject or liable to be
removed from this Island, and that no predial apprenticed labourer who may in manner
aforesaid become attached to the soil, shall be subject or liable to perform any labour in the
service of his or her employer or employers, except upon or in or about the works and
business of the plantations or estates to which such preedial apprenticed labourer shall have
been attached, or on which he or she shall have been usually employed on or previously to
the said 1st day of August 1834: provided nevertheless, that with the consent in writing of
any one or more justices of the peace, holding a special commission by virtue of the said here-
inbefore recited Act of the 3d & 4th ofWillian the Fourth, it shall be lawful for the
personor persons entitled to the services of any such attached predial apprenticed labourer
or labourers to transfer his or their services to any other estate or plantation within this Island
to such person or persons belonging, which written consent shall in, no case be given or be
of any validity, unless any such justice or justices of the peace shall first have ascertained
that such transfer would not have the effect of separating any such attached predial appren-
ticed labourer from his or her wife or husband, parent or child, or from any person or persons
reputed to bear any such relation to him or her, and that such transfer would not probabl
be injurious to the health or welfare of such attached preedial apprenticed labourer, and suc
written consent to any such removal shall be expressed in such terms, and shall be in each case
given, attested and recorded in such manner as shall for that purpose be prescribed by Acts
of Legislature as hereinafter mentioned.

10. And be it further enacted and declared, that the right or interest of any employer
or employers to and in the services of any such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid shall pass
and be transferable by bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent, ac-
cording to such rules and in such manner as shall for that purpose be provided by any Acts
‘of Legislature as hereinafter mentioned : provided that no such apprenticed labourer shall by
virtue of any such bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent, be subject

or
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or liable to be separated from his or her wife or husband, parent or child, or from any person
or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her.

11. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of any such apprenticeship as

aforesaid, the person or persons for the time being entitled to the services of every such ap-

renticed labourer shallbe and is and are hereby required to supply him or her with such
Kod, clothing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenance and

allowances, as by any law now in force in this Island an owner is required to supply to and
for any slave, being of the same age and sex as such apprenticed labourer shall be; and in
cases in which the food of any such predial apprenticed labourer shall be supplied, not by

the delivery to him or her of provisions, but by the cultivation by such predial apprenticed

labourer of ground set apart for the growth of provisions, the person or persons entitled to

his or her services shall and is or are hereby required to provide such predial apprenticed
labourerwith ground adequate both in quantity and quality for his or her support, and within
a reasonable distance of his or her usual place of abode, and to allow to such predial ap-
prenticed labourer, from and out of the annual time during which he or she may be required
to labour, after the rate of 45 hours per week as aforesaid, in the service of such his or her
employer or employers, such a portion of time as shall be adequate for the proper cultivation

ofEich ground, and for the raising and securing the crops thereon grown, the actual extent
of which ground, and the distance thereof from the place of residence of the pradial ap-
renticed labourer for whose use it may be so allotted, and the length of time to be deducted

fr the cultivation of the said ground from the said annual time, shall and may be regulated
by such Acts of Legislature as hereinafter mentioned.

12. And be it further enacted, that subject to the obligations imposed by this Act, or to
be imposed by any such Act of Legislature as hereinaftermentioned, upon such apprenticed
labourers as aforesaid, all and every the persons who on the said ist day of August 1834

shall be holden in slavery within this Island, shall upon and from and after the said ist day
of August 1834 become and be to all intents and purposes free and discharged of and from
all manner of slavery, and shall be absolutelyand for ever manumitted, and that the children
thereafter to be born to any such persons, and the offspring of such children, shall in like
manner be free from their birth ; and that from and after the said Ist day of August 1834,
slavery shall be and is hereby utterly and for ever abolished in this Island.

13. And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years
on the said 1st day of August 1834, or that children who after that daymay be born to any
female apprenticed labourers, may not be properly supported by their parents, and that no
person may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such children, and it is
necessary that provision should be made for the maintenance of such children in any such
contingency; Be it therefore enacted, that if any child who on the said 1st day of August
1834 had not completed his or her sixth year, or if any child to which any female apprenticed
labourer may give birth on or after the said 1st day of August 1834, shall be brought before
any justice of the peace holding any such special commission as hereinbefore mentioned,
and if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of such justice that any such child is
unprovided with an adequate maintenance, and that such child hath not completed his or her
age of 12 years, it shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required on behalf of
any such child, to execute an indenture of apprenticeship, thereby binding such child as an
apprenticed labourer to the person or persons entitled to the services of the mother of such
child, or who had been last entitled to the services of such mother; but in case it shall be
made to appear to any such justice that such person or persons aforesaid is or are unable or
unfit to-enter into such indenture, and properly to perform the conditions thereof, then it
shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required by such indenture to bind any such
child to any other person or persons to be by him for that purpose approved, and who may
be willing and able properly to perform such conditions ;and it shall by every such indenture
of apprenticeship be declared whether such child shall thenceforward belong to the class of
attached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of unattached predial apprenticed
labourers, or to the class of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and the term of such ap-
prenticeship of any such child shall by such indenture be limited and made to continue in
force until such child shall have completed his or her 21st year, and no longer; and eve
child so apprenticed as aforesaid b the order of any such justice of the peace as aforesaid,
shall, during his or her apprenticeship, be subject to all such and the same rules and regu-
lations respecting the work or labour to be by them done or performed, and respecting the
food and other supplies to be to him or her furnished, as any other such apprenticed labourers
as aforesaid : provided always, that the said indenture ofapprenticeship shall contain sufficient
words of obligation upon the employer to allow reasonable time and opportunity for the edu-
cation and religious instruction of such child.

14, And whereas it is necessary that various rules and regulations should be framed and
established for ascertaining with reference to each apprenticed labourer within this Island,
whether he or she belongs to the class of attached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the
class of unattached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-predial apprenticed
labourers, and for determining the manner and form in which, and the solemnities with
which the voluntary discharge of any apprenticed labourer from such his or her appren-
ticeship may be effected, and for prescribing the form and manner in which, and the solem-
nities with which the purchase by any such apprenticed labourer of his or her discharge
from such apprenticeship, without or in opposition, if necessary, to the consent of the person
or persons entitled to his or her services, shall be effected, and how the necessary appraise-
ment of the future value of such services shall be made, and how and to whom the amount
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and by whom the discharge from any such apprenticeship shall thereupon be given, executed
and recorded; and it is also necessary, for the preservation of peace throughout this Island
that proper regulations should be framed and established for the maintenance of order and
good discipline amongst the said apprenticed labourers, and for insuring the punctual dis-
charge of the services due by them to their respective employers, and for the prevention and
punishment of indolence, or the neglect or improper performance of work by any such
apprenticed labourer, and for enforcing the due performance by any such apprenticed
labourer of any contract into which he or she may voluntarily enter for any hired service
during the time in which he or she may not be bound to labour for his or her employer ; and
for the prevention and punishment of insolence and insubordination on the part ofany such
apprenticed labourers towards their employers, and for the prevention or punishment of
vagrancy, or of any conduct on the part of any such apprenticed labourers injuring or
tending to the injury of the property of any such employer, and for the suppression and
punishment of any riot or combined resistance of the laws on the part of any suchappren-
ticed labourer, and for preventing the escape of any such apprenticed labourers during their
term of apprenticeship from this Island: And whereas it will also be necessary for the
protection of such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, that various regulations should be
framed and established in the said Island for securing punctuality and method in the supply
to them of such food, clothing, lodging, medicines, medical attendance, and such other
maintenance and allowances as they are hereinbefore declared entitled to receive, and for
regulating the amount and quality of all such articles, in cases where the laws at present
existing in this Island may not, in the case of slaves, have made any regulation or an
adequate regulation for that purpose; and it is also necessary that proper rules should be
established for the prevention and punishment of any frauds which might be practised, or
of any omissions or neglects which might occur, respecting the quantity or the quality of
the supplies so to be furnished, or respecting the periods for thedelivery of the same: And
whereas it is necessary, in those cases in which the food of any such pradial apprenticed
labourers aforesaid may, either wholly or in part, be raised by themselves by the cultivation
of ground to be set apart and allotted for that purpose, that proper regulations should be
made and established as to the extent of such grounds, and as to the distance at which
such grounds may be so allotted from the ordinary place of abode of such preedial appren-
ticed labourers, and respecting the deductions to be made from the cultivation of such
grounds from the annual time during which such predial apprenticed labourers are herein-

efore declared liable to labour: And whereas it may also be necessary, by such regulations
as aforesaid, to secure to the said predial apprenticed labourers the enjoyment for their own
benefit of that portion of their time during which they are not hereby required to labour in
the service of their respective employers, and for securing exactness in the computation of
the time during which such preedial apprenticed labourers are hereby required to labour in
the service of such their respective employers ; and it is also necessary that provision should
be made for preventing the imposition of task-work on any such apprenticed labourer with-
out his or her free consent to undertake the same; but it may be necessary, by such regu-
lations in certain cases, to require and provide for the acquiescence of the minority of the
predial apprenticed labourers attached to any plantation or estate in the distribution and
apportionment amongst the whole body of such labourers of any task-work which the majority
of such body shall be willing and desirous collectively to undertake; and it is also necessary
that regulations should be made respecting any voluntary contracts into which any apprenticed
labourers may enter with their respective employers or with any other person for hired service
for any future period, and for limiting the greatest period of time to which such volunta
contract may extend, and for enforcing the punctual and effectual performance of such
voluntary contracts on the part both of such apprenticed labourers and of the person or
persons engaging for their employment and hire; and it is also necessary that regulations
should be made for the prevention or punishment of any cruelty, injustice or other wrong
or injury which may be done to, or inflicted upon, any such apprenticed labourers by the
persons entitled to their services; and it is also necessary that proper regulations should be
made respecting the manner and form in which such indentures of apprenticeship as afore- _
said shall be made on behalf of such children as aforesaid, and respecting the registering
and preservation of all such indentures: And whereas it is also necessary that provision
should be made for ensuring promptitude and dispatch, and for preventing all annecessary
expense in the discharge by the justices of the peace holding such special commissions as
aforesaid, of the jurisdiction and authorities thereby committed to them, and for enabling
such justices to decide, in a summary way, such questions as may be brought before them
in that capacity, and for the division of the said Island into districts for the purposes of
such jurisdiction, and for the frequent and punctual visitation by such justices of the peace
of the apprenticed labourers within such their respective districts; and it is also necessary
that regulations should be made for indemnifying and protecting such justices of the peace
in the upright execution and discharge of their duties.

15. And be it further enacted and declared, that it shall and may be lawful for the
Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, to pass such Acts as may be requisite for
making and establishing such several rules and regulations as aforesaid, or any of them, or
for carrying the same or any of them into full and complete effect.

16. Provided always, and be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for the Governor,
Council and Assembly of this Island, to authorize any person or persons entitled to the ser-

‘ vices of any such apprenticed labourer, or any other person or persons other than such
justices
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justices of the peace holding such special.commissions as aforesaid, toPunish any such ap-
renticed labourer for any offence byhim or her committed or alleged to have been com-

mitted, by the whipping, beating or imprisonment of his or her person, or by any other
ersonal or other correction or punishment whatsoever, or by any addition to the hours

of labour hereinbefore limited, nor to authorize any court, judge or justice of the peace, to
punish any such apprenticed labourer, being a female, for any offence by her committed, by
‘whipping or beating her person; and that every enactment, regulation, provision, rule or
order for any such purpose, in any such Act contained, shall be and is hereby declared to
be absolutely null and void and of no effect: provided always, that nothing in this Act con-
tained doth or shall extend to and exemptany apprenticed labourer in the said Island from
the operation of any law or police regulation which is or shallbe in force therein for the
prevention or punishment of any offence, such law or police regulation being in force against
and applicable to all other persons of free condition.

17. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any magistrate
other than such justice of the peace holding such special commissions as aforesaid, to take
eognizance of.any offence committedor alleged to have been committed by such apprenticed
labourer, or by his or her employer, in such their relation to each other, or of the breach,
violation or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to each other, or of any question,
matter or thing incident to or arising out of the relations subsisting between such appren-
ticed labourers and the persons respectively entitled to their services; and every enactment,
regulation, provision, rule or order.in any such Acts to the contrary contained, shall be and
is hereby declared to-be null.and void and of no éffect.

18. And.it is hereby further declared and enacted, that the special justice or justices to be
appointed for this Island shall have, exercise andenjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction
over, and shall solely and exclusively take cognizance of all such offences or alleged offences
as last aforesaid, and of every such breach, violation or neglect of any of the aforesaid obli-
gations, and of every such question, matter or thing as aforesaid, any law, custom or usage
in this Island to. the contrary in anywise notwithstanding: provided nevertheless, that
nothing heremcontained shall extend or be construed to extend to abrogate or take away the
powers by law vested in the supreme courts of record, or the superior courts of civil and
criminal justice in this Island.

19. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall by any
such Act of Legislature be declared or. rendered liable for and in respect of any offence by
him or her committed, or for any cause orupon any ground or pretext whatsoever, except as
hereafter is mentioned, to any prolongation of his or her term of apprenticeship, or to any
new or additional apprenticeship, or to any such additional labour as shall impose upon an
such apprenticed labourer the obligation of working in the service or for the benefit of the
person or persons entitléd to his or herservices, for more than 15 extra hours in the whole in
any one week ; but every such enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order, shall be and is
hereby declared null and ‘void and of no effect: provided nevertheless, that any such Act of
Legislature may contain provisions for compelling any apprenticed labourer who shall durin
‘his or her apprenticeship wilfully absent himself or herself from the service of his or her em-
ployer, either to serve his or her employer after the expiration of his.or her apprenticeship
for so long a time as he or she shall have so absented himself or herself from such service,
or to make satisfaction to his or her employer for the loss sustained-by such absence (except
so far as he or she-shall ‘have made satisfaction for such absence, either out of such extra
hours as aforesaid or otherwise); but nevertheless, so that such extra service or compensa-
tion shall not be compelled after the expiration.of seven years next after the termination of
the apprenticeship of such apprentice.

20. Provided always, and be it hereby further enacted, that neither under the provisions
of this.Act, nor under the obligations imposed by this Act, or to be imposed by any Act of
Legislature, shall any apprenticed labourer be compelled or compellable to labour onSundays,
except in works of necessity, or in domestic services, or.in.the protection of property, or in
tending of cattle; nor shall any apprenticed: labourer be liable to» be hindered or prevented
from attending anywhere.on.Sundays for religious worship, at his-or-her free will or*pleasure,
but shall be atfullliberty so to do without any let, denial or interruption whatsoever.

‘21. -And-whereas it may be expedient that persons in the condition of apprenticed labourers
should during the continuance of such their apprenticeshipbeexempted from the performance
of certain civil and military services, and be disqualified from holding certain civil and milita
offices, and from the enjoyment of certain political franchises within the said Island, and be
exempted from being arrested or imprisoned for debt ; Be it therefore enacted, that nothing in
this Act contained extends or shall be considered to extend to interfere with or prevent the
enactment by the respective‘Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, for exempting
any such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, during the continuance of such their apprentice-
‘ship, from any such civil or military service as aforesaid, or for disqualifying them or any of
‘them during the continuance of any such apprenticeships from the enjoyment or discharge
of any such political franchise as aforesaid, or for exempting them during the continuance of
such apprenticeships from being arrested-or.imprisoned for debt.
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No. 24.

— No. 24. —
St. Christopher.

AN ACT for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, and for the Establishment of a System
_ of Apprenticeship for a limited time in lieu thereof.

Preamble. We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant-governor of Your
Majesty’s Islands of St. Christopher and Anguilla, and the Council and Assembly of this
Your Majesty’s Island of St. Christopher, humbly reserving to ourselves the right of claim-
ing all and all manner of compensation for all and every injury which may arise to the
interests of this Island of St. Christopher, by the operation of an Act passed in the 3d & 4th
year of His present Majesty KingWilliam the Fourth, intituled, “‘ An Act for the Abolition
of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted
Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves.”
pray Your Majesty that it may be enacted, ,

All slaves within this 1. And be it and it is hereby enacted, by the authority of the same, that from and after
Island on Ist August the Ist day of August 1834, all persons who, in conformity with the laws now in force in
1884,andwhoshall be this Island, shall, on or before the said 1st day of August 1834, have been duly registered
carsanupwards,shall as slaves in the said Island, and who, on the said 1st day of August 1834, shall be actually

become apprenticed within the same, and who shall by such registry appear to be, on the 1st day of August
labourers. 1834, of the full age ofsix years or upwards, shall by force and virtue of this Act, and with-

out the previous execution of any indenture of apprenticeship, or other deed or instrument
Slaves absent fromthe for that purpose, become and be apprenticed labourers: provided that, for the purposes
Island without the own- aforesaid, every slave engaged in his ordinary occupation on the seas, and belonging to this
er’s leave,and slaves sland, or who shall be absent from this Island against his or her master’s or mistress’s
tbe deemed tobe leave, or without his or her master’s or mistress’s consent, shall be deemed and taken to be
within this Island. within this Island.

Declaratory of the pere 2. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of any such
sons who shall been- apprenticed labourer, such person or persons shall be entitled to the services of such appren-

titledto the services of ticed Jabourer, as would for the time being have been entitled to his or her services as a
apprenticed labourers. stave if this or any other Act of the Legislature of this Island, or any Act of the Imperial

Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, for the abolition of slavery, had not been made.

Apprenticeshipofpre» 3. And be it further enacted, that no person who, by virtue of this Act, or of any other
dialstocontinue to Act of the Legislature of this Island, or of any enactment of the Imperial Parliament of
Ist August 1840. Great Britain and Ireland, shall become a predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached

or not attached to the soil, shall continue in such apprenticeship beyond the ist day of
Not to be compelled to August 1840; and that during such his or her apprenticeship, no such predial apprenticed
labour for more than 45 labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall be bound or liable, by virtue of
sours in each week. such apprenticeship, to perform any labour in the service of his or her employer or employers,

for more than 45 hours in the whole in any one week.

Apprenticeship of non- 4 And be it further enacted, that no person who, by virtue of this Act, or of any other
predials limited to Act of the Legislature of this Island, or of any enactment of the Imperial Parliament of
Ast August 1838. Great Britain and Ireland as aforesaid, shall become non-predial apprenticed labourer, shall

continue in such apprenticeship beyond the 1st day of August 1838.

Slaves declared to be 5. And be it further enacted, that, subject to the obligations by law imposed upon appren-
free on the Ist August ticed labourers, all and every the persons who, on the said Ist day of August 1834, shall be
tbat butsubject to the holden in slavery in this Island, shall, upon and from after the said 1st day of August 1834,
5 tonapprenticed ” become and be to all intents and purposes free and discharged of and from all and all manner
bourers. of slavery, and shall be absolutely and for ever manumitted; and that the children there
Children thereafter to after to be born to any such persons, and the offspring of such children, shall in like manner
be born to any such _—be ‘free from their birth; and that from and after the said Ist day of August 1834, slavery
persons, and the off- shall be and is hereby utterly and for ever abolished and declared unlawful within this
spring of such children,
to be free from their” 4Sland.
birt. Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 1834.

John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834.

Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

John Lyons (1. s.) Nixon.
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—No. 25. --
Saint Christopher.

AN ACT for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Magistrates.

WueEreas it is expedient that the special magistrates should be upheld in the discharge
of their duties, and that all persons having occasion to resort to them should be put to the
least possible expense on such occasions: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful andloyal
subjects, the Lieutenant-governor of Your Majesty’s Islands of St. Christopher and Anguilla,
and the Council andAssembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of St. Christopher, pray Your
Most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

1. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the
several justices of the peace holding special commissions granted to them under and b
virtueof a certain Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, made and passed in the
$d and 4th year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, ‘‘ An Act for the Abolition of
Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted
Slaves ; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitledtothe Services ofsuch Slaves;” shall,
within this Island, have, exercise and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction over, and shall
solely and exclusively take cognizance of all offences or alleged offences committed by or
against any apprenticed labourer for any cause, matter or thing connected with, or arising
out of or from the relation of employer and labourer, any law, custom or usage to the con-
trary in anywise notwithstanding: provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall.
extend, or be construed to extend, to abrogate or take away the powers by law vested in the
superior courts of criminal and civil jurisdiction in this Island.

2, And be it farther enacted, that every special stipendiary magistrate shall visit, and he
is hereby authorized and empowered and directed once in every fortnight, or oftener if
need be, to visit every plantation within his district, upon which ten or any greater number
of apprenticed labourers shall be employed, there to take cognizance of any cases which ma
be brought before him, and for the purpose of observing the behaviour azid condition of suc
apprenticed labourers.

3. And be it further enacted, that every special magistrate shall keep a journal of all
cases which may be brought before him, in which he shall enter; first, the date of the com-
laint; secondly, the name of the complainant; thirdly, the substance of the complaint;

Fourthly, the names of the witnesses adduced on either side; fifthly, the substance of the
evidence ; sixthly, his decision on the case; seventhly, whether the decision has been carried
into effect; eighthly, any general remarks which he may think necessary; and that any
person, party thereto, desiring a copy and certificate of such entries in any particular case,
shall be entitled to and receive the same from such special magistrate, on paying for the same
the sum of 6 d. for every 100 words of such entry or entries, and the sum of 4s. 6d. for every
the certificateaforesaid.

4. And be it further enacted, that all such journals shall be kept in one uniform manner,
as aforesaid.

5. And be it further enacted, that at the end of each three months each special magistrate
in the said Island shall transmit to the person first in command in the said Island a dupli-
cate of his journal for the preceding three months, with an affidavit thereunto annexed, to the
effect that it has been faithfully kept, and that, with the exception of unintentional errors, it
“contains a true account of all the proceedings in which the deponent has been engaged as
such special magistrate during the three months to which it refers; and an account showing
how the fines appearing therein to have been imposed, have been applied.

6. And be it further enacted, that until the person first in command in this Island shall have
actually received such duplicate journal, so verified as aforesaid, and account of fines as afore-
said, the said first in command shall not be at liberty to pay or direct to be paid any salary
to which such special magistrate shall or may be entitled for the three months last past.

7. And be it further enacted, that the special magistrate aforesaid, for the purpose of ascer-
taining the truth in all matters which may be by any law cognizable by them, are hereby
empowered and authorized to administer an oath or oaths to all or to any person or persons
appearing before him or them, as to the truth of all matters to which such person or persons
shall depose, and all persons swearing falsely as to any matter or thing whatsoever before
such special magistrate, shall be and hereby are declared to be guilty of the crime ofperjury,
and liable to all the pains and penalties by law attaching to the same: provided always,
that any apprenticed labourer swearing falsely as aforesaid, shall be punished by the said
special magistrate, by whipping, not exceeding 30 stripes, if'a male, and by confinement in
the stocks, if a female, with distinguishing marks, for any time not'exceeding three months,
and that such punishment shall be a bar to any prosecution at law for the perjury; and the
said special magistrates shall be and are hereby veclared to be entitled to all the privileges
and protections which are by law allowed to the justices assigned to keep the peace of our
Lord the King throughout this Island.
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Complaintsto be re- 8. And be it further enacted, that on receiving any complaint the said special i
duced towriting,and| shall reduce the same into writing, and read thesame over to the complainant,by whom
ant, who shall sign the Shall then be subscribed, and if the complaint shall appear to the said special magis.
same. trate to be immaterial, he may at once dismiss the said complaint, but if he shall think

inquiry necessary, he shall call upon the said complainant to make oath that the said com-
plaint is true.

Summons or warrant to 9. And be it further enacted, that upon taking any such complaint, to the truth of which
issuetobring up the —_ such oath shall have been somade, the said special magistrate shall either issue his warrant’
eek crane tothe for the arrest of the party charged, or shall issue a summons for his attendance, as the case

justices. may require: provided, that the warrant of arrest shall be issued in all cases which impute
to the party charged a transportable offence, in all cases where there is reason to apprehend
that the party charged will endeavour to escape, and in all cases where there is reason to
apprehend danger to the public peace from delay; and that in all other cases the said special
magistrate shall proceed in the first place by summons.

Forms of . it £ .
Formsof summonsee 10. And be it further enacted, that such warrant of arrest shall be in the form annexed,
Famehereunto aanexed, Matked (A.), and the form of the said summons shall be in the form annexed, marked (B.)

Forms of summons to 11. And be it further enacted, that when it may be necessary to adduce witnesses in su
witnesses. port or denial of any charge, the said special. magistrate shall and may issue a summons to

every such witness in the annexed form, marked (C.)

Justicesto read over 12. And be it further enacted, that the said special magistrate shall at the time and place.
complaints foan Pare appointed by any such warrant or summons for proceeding upon any such complaint, first
answers of the party read over the written complaint in the presence of all parties, and then take down in writing’
charged, and of the the answer of the party charged, and then proceed to examine on oath the party complainin
witnesses. and the witnesses, taking down in writing the depositions of each witness, which shallbe

read over to, and signed by such witness.

Justices may adjourn 13. And be it further enacted, that the said special magistrate may from time to time adjourn
proceedings. such proceedings for further inquiry, and if: necessary commit the party charged to custody

pending such adjournment, or to take bail in such amount as to him shall seem fit, for his
Form of commitment. appearance: provided, that every such commitment shall be in the form annexed, marked (D.),

and that every such recognizance of bail be taken in the form annexed, marked (E.).

Decision to be inwrit- _ 14, And beit further enacted, that at the close of such proceedings the special magistrate
ing,and signed by shall pronounce his decision thereon, which decision he shall reduce into writing and sub-
justice. . - :

scribe with his hand.

Justices may dismiss or 15. And be it further enacted, that at the close of such proceedings and investigation ofise complaints, . . . . . . we .
compromise¢ wy such complaints as aforesaid, the said special magistrate shall either dismiss the complaint
charged. or sanction any compromise between the parties which he may think just, or convict the

party charged, or commit him to prison to take his, her or their trial for the imputed offence.

If thecomplaintbe 16. And be it further enacted, that if such complaint shall be dismissed, the said special
dismissed, justice to magistrate shall, in such his written decision as aforesaid, state whether it was so dismissed
state in his written p. : ° * os :
‘decision his reasons. © 28 being unproved, or as being frivolous, vexatious or malicious; and that if any such com-

plaint shall be so dismissed as frivolous or vexatious, the said special magistrate shall and
may adjudge the complainant, if an apprenticed labourer, to work in the service of his em-
ployer for any time not exceeding in the whole 15 extra hours in any one week, or if the
complainant be the employer of such apprenticed labourer, the said special magistrate may
adjudge such employer to the payment of a penalty for the use of the labourer of any sum

Punishment for frive- not exceeding 50s.; and that if the said complaint shall be dismissed as malicious, it shall

lous or vexatious, or + be competent to the said special magistrate, at the instance of the party charged, to adjudge

malicious charges. =the complainant, if an apprenticed labourer, to imprisonment with hard labour for any time
not exceeding one month, or, if the eraployer of any such apprenticed labourer, to a fine not
exceeding 51. for the benefit of the party charged, which judgment shall bea bar to any suit,
action or prosecution against such ‘complainant for calumny, defamation or otherwise, in

Convictions tobein the respect of such his, her or their complaint: provided, that all convictions against a party or

forms hereunto annexed. parties charged with any offence shall be in the form hereunto annexed, marked (F.), and all
convictions against any party or parties preferring a frivolous or vexatious charge, shall be
in the form annexed, marked (G.), and all convictions against any party or parties for pre-

ferring a malicious charge, shall be in the form annexed, marked (H.); and that if the said

special magistrate shall commit the party charged to take his, her or their trial for the im-
Form of warrants for puted offence, such commitment shall be drawn up in the form annexed, marked (I.): pro-

execution ofconvietions. yided always, that upon such conviction as aforesaid, the said special magistrate shall issue a
warrant for the execution thereof, which warrant shall be in the form annexed, marked (K.)

Police officers to exe. 17. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all summonses, warrants,

cute summonses,war- commitments and other orders so to be issued by any such special magistrate as aforesaid,

with‘any constable, as Shall be executed by the police officers of his district: provided always, nevertheless, that

justices may direct, and Such special magistrate shall and may, as occasion may require, address the same to any

the same maybe exe constable or constables jointly with or instead of: such officers of police as to him may seem
cuted cutof the district. requisite, and that any such summons, warrant or order, issued by any such special magis-

trate within his owndistrict, shall and may be carried into effect-and executed by any of the
parties aforesaid, in any part of this Island, though beyond the district of the special magis-

’ trate issuing the same,
18, And
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18. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons
summoned.as aforesaid as a witness or witnesses, shall not appear in obedience to such sum-
mons, or appearing shall refuse to be sworn or examined, or to answer any question or ques-
tions legally proposed to him, her or them, by any such special magistrate, in relation to the
matters depending before him, it shall be lawful for the said special magistrate to issue his
warrant for the arrest of any such defaulter or defaulters, or to commit him, her or them, to
close custody, there to remain until he, she or they shall submit to be sworn and examined,
or to make such answers as aforesaid, and such warrant of arrest shall be in the form annexed,
marked (L.), and that every such commitment in this clause prescribed shall be in the form
annexed, marked (M.)

19. And be it further enacted, that’ all penalties and fines imposed by this Act shall be
raised and levied by the police officer or constable to whom the warrant of levy and distress
may be directed by the said special magistrate, and that such warrant of levy and distress
shall be in-the form annexed, marked (N.)

20. And be it further enacted, that if any suit or action shall be commenced against an
special magistrate, in respect of any act, matter or thing By him done in pursuance of this
Act, and judgment shall be given by the court for the defendant in such action or suit, the
said plaintiff shall, by the said judgment, be condemned to pay treble costs.

21. And be it further enacted, that if upon any such action or suit such special magistrate
shall at any time before final judgment. tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for the
wrong or injury in respect of which the same may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of
suit up to that time incurred, and if the plaintiff shall refuse to accept such amends and costs d
of suit, then upon proof made to the court, at the trial of such action or suit, that such
amends were so tendered and. were sufficient, judgment shall be. given in the amount so
tendered; subject, nevertheless, to the reduction therefrom of the costs of suit of the
said defendant: provided always, that no action or suit shall be brought against any such
special magistrate in respect of an} matter or thing by him done under or m pursuance of
this Act, unless the same shall be commenced within six calendar months after the cause of
action occurred.

22, And be it further. enacted, that this Act, and every clause, matter and thing herein
contained, shall commence and take effect from and after the 31st day of July 1834, and not
before.

23.. And be it further enacted, that all special justices shall have authority to hear and
decide on every charge preferred by any owner or person entitled to the services of any
slave after the Ist day of July next, for neglect of any duty, absence from work, insolent or
unruly conduct, or disobedience of any sort to the master’s or owner’s accustomed authority:
provided always, that no owner or owners, agent or person entitled to the services of any
slave between the 1st day of July next and the 1st day of August next, shall be deprived of
that power of correction and: enforcing obedience to their lawful orders, except aher com-
plaint made to such special justices at the instance of the said owner or owners, agent or
person entitled to.any person’s services as a slave between the said periods.

24, And be it further enacted, that the said special justices shall inquire into and decide
on every-complaint made of any offence committed before the Ist day of August next, but
undetected, or from the absence of the party offending, or other sufficient cause, previously
unpunished by. any other authority; and the said special justices, on conviction of an
offender between the 1st day of July next and the 1st day of. August next, shall award and
direct the infliction of any one or more of the punishments that by any law of this Island
shall be directed for the breach of the duties of apprenticed labourers; and all offenders
undetected or unpunished before the 1st day of August next, shall be treated as if at the
time oftheir several offences they had been in the condition of apprenticed labourers.

25.. And be it further enacted, that this Act may be.altered or varied, amended or explained,
by any other Act or Acts to be passed during this session, or during the existence of the
present Assembly.
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(A.)
St. Christopher.

To Special Constable for this Island, or to. any other Special
Constable for the said Island.

These are to authorize and command you to take the body of
have before me on at to answer the charge of

against the said for that the said
did on the. day of and.hereof fail not at your peril.

Witness my hand and seal this’ day of
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Jastices to commit per-
sons summoned as wit—
ness and not appearing,
or appearing shall refuse
to be examined.

Form ofcommitments.

Form of warrant for
levying fines and penal-
ties.

In actions against spe-
cial justices, and judg-
ment given in their fa-
vour, plaintiffto pay
treble costs.

Special justices may
tender amends before
final judgment for any
injury or wrong by them
one,

Tf refused and proved to
be sufficient, judgment
to be given for the
amount so tendered.
Actions against them to
be commenced within
6 calendar months,

This Act to take effect
from and after 31st July
1834.

Offences committed by
slaves after IstJuly may
be heard anddetermined
by special justices after.

Undetected or unpu- -
nished offences com-
mitted by them before
Ist August to be heard
and determined by spe+
cial justices, and pue
nished as if, at the time
the offenee was com-
mitted, such slaves had
been in the condition of
apprenticed labourers.

and .
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; (B.)
St. Christopher.

Sir (or Madam)
You are required to attend before me on the day of » at

to hear and answer to the complaint of against you, for that you the said
(here state the complaint).

Your obedient Servant,
(Signed by the Special Magistrate, and dated.)

 

 

(C.)
St. Christopher.

To (the witness.)
You are required to attend me on the day of , at

to give evidence touching the complaint of against ,
Dated this .

(Signed by the Special Magistrate.)

. (D.)
St. Christopher. .

To » Special Constable for the said Island.
Whereas A. B., of (description), is now brought before me, charged with (here state the

nature of the charge). These are, therefore, to command you to take the body of the said
(tothe place of tonfinement), and there he is to be safely kept until

when you are hereby required to bring (bim or her) the said againbefore
me, to be re-examined and further dealt with according to law. And for so doing this shall
be your sufficient warrant. °

 

Given under my hand and seal, this day of

. (E)
St. Christopher.

Be it remembered, that on the day of © » C. D. personally came

and appeared before me, E. F’. esquire, one 0: the Special Justices of the said Island, and

acknowledged himself (or herself) to be indebted to our Sovereign Lord the King, in the

sum of , current money of the said Island, upon the condition (he or she)

the said (C. D. or G. H., as the case may be), shall personally appear before me on the
day of » at , to answer the charge of

and not to depart without leave: then this recognizance to be void, otherwise to beand

remain in full force and virtue.

Taken and acknowledged before me, the same day and year aforesaid.

 

(F.)
St. Christopher.

Be it remembered, that on the . day of » in the year of our Lord
,at , in the said Island, A. B. of , personally came

before me, C. D., Special Magistrate of the district of , and informed me that

E. F., of , on the day of , at , in the said

Island, did (here set forth the offence complained of) contrary to the form of the Act of the

said Island in such case made and provided; whereupon the said E. F., after being duly

summoned to answer the said charge, appeared before me onthe * day of ’

at , and having heard the said charge, declared he was not guilty of the said

offence (or, as the case may be), did not appear pursuant to the said summons (or did neglect

and refuse to make any defence to the said charge); whereupon I, the said Special Justice,

did proceed to examine into the truth of the said charge, and on the day of
, one witness, to wit, Y. X,, of af E, F. be present, say, in the pre-

sence of the said E. F.), on his oath deposed, and said that (here state the evidence), or if

E. F. confesses, leave out the evidence and say, that EZ. F. confessed the same.*

Therefore, itmanifestly appearing unto me, that the said E. F. is guilty of the said offence

laid to his charge, I do hereby convict him of the same, and do declare and adjudge that
according to the Act of the said Island, in such case made and provided.

Given under my hand and seal, at St. Christopher, this. day of
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Same as above to the asterisk,* suiting the same to the case and say—Therefore, it mani-
festly appearing to me that the said complaint of the said A. B. was frivolous (or vexatious
or malicious), I do hereby dismiss the said complaint as being unproved (or frivolous or
malicious), and I do hereby convict him, the said A. B., of making a very frivolous, or vex-

 

atious, or malicious charge, and adjudge that according to the Act of the said Island,
in such case made and provided.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of

(1.)
St. Christopher.

To (the party in whose custody the person offending is to be kept.)
Receive into your custody the body of A. B., of , charged before me, C. D.

Special Magistrate of , of having (state the offence), andyou are hereby required
safely to keep the said A. B. in your gaol (or as may be), until he be thence delivered by
due course of law.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of

 

(K. No. 1.)
St. Christopher.

To A. B. (Policeman, or as it may be).
Whereas C. D., of , Stands convicted before me, E. F., Special Magistrate,

of having (state the offence), and hath been adjudged to pay the sum of for the use
of E. F., apprenticed labourer; these are, therefore, to command you, and you are hereby
authorized and required to demand the same of the said C. D., and on receipt thereof to
return the same together with this wnt to me the said Special Magistrate, and in default of
payment, you are to levy the same upon the goods and chattels of the said C. D. sufficient
to pay the same; and having made such levy, you shall give notice thereof to the said C. D.;
and 10 days after such notice you shall expose the same to public sale, in the presence of
five or more credible witnesses, and having raised such amount, you shall, as aforesaid, pay
over the same to me, and return the overplus of such sale, if any, to the said C. D.; and for
want of such goods and chattels, you are to take the body of the said C. D., and him deliver
over to thesafe custody of the deputy provost marshal of the said Island, together with this
warrant, and the said deputy provost marshal is hereby directed to keep the body of the said
C. D. until he be discharged by due course of law.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of

 

(K. No. 2.) _
St. Christopher.

To the Constable of the Estate on which the offender is employed, or to
(Policeman, or as it may be).

Whereas C. D., apprenticed labourer of ; stands convicted of having
made a frivolous, vexatious or malicious complaint against Z. F. of » on the

day of last past, and hath been adjudged to (state conviction) ;
these are, therefore, to command you to take the said C. D. into your charge, and under
your order and direction to make him or her undergo, receive or perform the punishment
aforesaid; and what shall be done pursuant to this warrant you shall report unto me, and
return unto me this writ.

 

Given under my hand and seal, this day of

ae (L.)
St. Christopher.

To
_ Whereas 4. B. hath been summoned to appear before me, C. D., Special Magistrate, to
eve evidence in a certain complaint preferred before me by E. F., of » against

. H,, of* , and the said A, B. hath neglected or refused to appear pursuant
to suchsummons; these are, therefore, to command you to have the said A. B., together
with this writ, before me at as-soon as he can be found, there to abide by such
order in the premises as shall be made.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of

278—IT,
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No. 26.

Preamble.

Apprenticed labourers
divided into 3 classes ;
viz. predial attached,
predial unattached, and
non-preedial,

No person of the age of
12yearsor upwards to
beincluded in either of
the 3 classes of predials,
wrlecs such person shail
have been employed in
-agriculture for 12
months preceding 28th
August 1833.

Returns of slaves to be
made on 28th July, or
within 10 days after.
Form of Return (A.)

Returns may be amend-
ed up to 30th August,
byinsertingthe increase
and. decrease up to 31st
July, and the person
&rst in command may
extend the time. .
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. (ML)
St. Christopher.

To :

Whereas (as in the last to the mark *), and the said A. B. hath refused tobe sworn (or
examined, or to answer such questions as were put to him); these are, therefore, to command
you to take the body of the said A. B. and him in safe custody to keep until discharged b
due course of law. y

(N. same as K.)

Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 1834.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834.
Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

John Lyons (u.s.) Nixon.

 

— No. 26. —

St. Christopher.

AN ACT to divide Apprenticed Labourers into several Classes.

Wuerzas it is expedientthat apprenticed labourers should be divided into distinct classes,
as hereinafter mentioned: we, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Lieutenant-governor of Your Majesty’s Islands of St. Christopher and Anguilla, and the
Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of St. Christopher, pray Your Most
Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained:

1. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that from
and after the 31st dayof July 1834, all persons then slaves shall be divided into three distinct
classes: the first of such classes to consist of predial apprenticed labourers attached to the
soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of slavery were usually employed in agri-
culture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands belonging to
their owners ; the second of such classes to consist of predial apprenticed labourers not
attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of slavery were usually
employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands
not belonging to their owners; and the third of such classes to consist of non-predial a
prenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers not included within either of
the two preceding classes: provided always, that no person of the age of 12 years or up-
wards shall be included in either of the said two classes of predial apprenticed labourers,
unless such person shall for 12 calendar months at the least next betore the 28th day of
August 1833, have been habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of co-
lonial produce.- ;

2. And beit further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that on the 20th day of July now
next ensuing, orwithin 10 days after, every owner of any slave or slaves within the said
Island shall return unto the registrar of slaves for this Island, a list of the slaves belonging
to him, her or them, and which return shall be in the form marked (A.), hereunto annexed;

distinguishing, in-reference to each slave therein mentioned, to which of the three classes
aforesaid such slave belongs; and to which return shall be annexed an affidavit, to be sworn
before any justice of the peace, who is herebyrequired to administer an oath in that behalf
without fee or reward, which affidavit shall be to the effect, that the distinctions in the said

return made correspond with the occupations usually pursued for 12 months next preceding

the date of an Act passed by the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, on the
28th of August 1833, and intituled, “ An Act for the abolition of Slavery throughout the
British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and for compen-
sating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” by each of the slaves to.
whom such returas may refer.

3. And be it further enacted, that all and every person and persons making such returns

as aforesaid on the said 20th day of July, or within 10 days after, shall and are hereby

directed, until the 30th day ofAugust next ensuing, to alter and amend such return, upon

oath, to be taken and administered as aforesaid, and also to amend such return, by stating

the increase and decrease of the same slaves up to the 31st day of July inclusive, and the

registrar of slaves shall receive and record such amendment at any time up to the said seth
ay
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day of August, on which day the said return shall be closed, and no amended return shall
be received after that day, unless permission for that purpose shall be granted by the Lieu-

tenant-governor or Commander-in-chief, upon satisfactory proof of any omission or error
having undesignedly occurred in any such return.

4, And beit further enacted, that in case the registrar of slaves shall see cause to doubt
the accuracy of the return so to be made as aforesaid, he shall and is hereby authorized to
appoint a time and place at which such owner, or his or her authorized agent, sha.i attend
him the said registrar to substantiate the accuracy of such return: provided that notice in
writing of the appointment of such time and place, for the purpose aforesaid, shall be served
on the owner, or his or her attorney, or left at his, her or their usual place of abode, 12
hours at the least before the time appointed for his, her or their attendance.

6. And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said registrar
of slaves to proceed to examine on oath the person making such return as aforesaid, and also
the slaves respecting whom such doubt has arisen, or, in the absence of either, such other
evidence as he may deem necessary and sufficient, and examine on oath any witnesses who
may be adduced respecting the truth of such return, and may, if necessary, adjourn any
such examination from time to time; and the said registrar is hereby authorized to confirm
or correct any such return as he may see fit, and shall, within 24 hours after such confirma-
tion or correction, give notice of his decision to the party making such return, and to the
slaves respectively of such his decision.

6. And be it further enacted, that if either the party making such return, or the slave to
whom it may refer, shall be dissatisfied with the decision of the registrar, such party may
on his own behalf appeal ; and the registrar is hereby required, on behalf of the said slave,
to appeal to the next Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas to be held within this Island,
after such notice of the said registrar’s decision aforesaid, by petition, setting forth the
nature of such decision and the objections thereto ; and the said court are hereby required 4,
to proceed in a summary way to hear and decide upon the same, and its decision shall be final
and conclusive ; and the said court are hereby authorized and required to make all necessary
rules for regulating the proceedings upon every such petition, in the manner which may be
most conducive to method, punctuality and dispatch.

7. And be it further enacted, that upon the termination of any such proceedings as afore-
said, there shall be affixed to the entry of the name of such predial attached slave in the
registry of slaves the letters P. A., of each predial unattached slave the letters P. U., and
of each non-preedial slave the letters N. P.

8. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of such
labourers as aforesaid, the slave registry, so corrected as aforesaid, shall be deposited and kept
in the office of the secretary of this Island among the records of the Court of King’s Bench
and Common Pleas; and should any question arise respecting the class to which any such
apprenticed labourer shall belong, such corrected registry, or a certified extract thereof,
shall be deemed and taken as conclusive evidence of the fact.

9. And be it further enacted, that the registrar of slaves shall, within 30 days after the
passing of this Act, deposit the original and triennial returns of slaves (and all other docu-
ments in his possession relating thereto) in the office of the secretary of this Island: pro-
vided always, that the registrar of slaves shall continue to make copies and extracts, and
grant certificates of registration, and receive the usual and lawful fees thereon.

10. And be it further enacted, that in case any person shall make or take any false oath
to any matter or thing by this Act prescribed, he or she shall be and is hereby declared to be
guilty of the crimeof perjury, and be liable to all the pains and penalties by law attaching
to the same.

11. And be it further enacted, that if any person shall neglect or omit to make any return
or affidavit by this Act required, or to attend the registrar of slaves when summoned by him
for that purpose as aforesaid, such person shall for each and every such neglect or default as
aforesaid incur a penalty of not less than 20 s., nor more than 102; and in the event of the
wilful absence of any such person so summoned as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the regis-
trar to proceed to decide any such question as though such party had attended, and that in
case of any such default as aforesaid, and complaint thereof to any justice of the peace, he
shall be and is hereby authorized to summon the offender before him; and in case such
offender shall fail to obey such summons, or to make sufficient excuse for not making such
return or affidavit as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay such sum, not less than 20s. nor
more than 10 1. as aforesaid, to be recovered by warrant under the hand and seal of such
justice of the peace, and to be executed by such constable as the same shall be directed to,
according to the exigency of such warrant, which shall be in the form following:

To (A. B.) or to any other Constable of the said Island.

. Whereas C. D. hath neglected to make the return or affidavit required by a certain Act,

intituled, “ An Act to divide Apprenticed Labourers into several Classes,” or to attend the
registrar of slaves, being lawfully summoned for that purpose under and by virtue of a
certain Act intituled, “ An Act to divide Apprenticed Labourers into several Classes,” (as
the case may be) you are therefore hereby required to levy the sum of
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In case the registrar
shall doubt the «:curacy
of any return, he shall
appoint a time and place
for the owner to sub-
stantiate the same.

Registrar in such cases
to examine on oath the
owner and the slave,
and any witnesses
touching such return.

Registrar may confirm
or correct the return as
he may see fit.

Should the master or the
slave be dissatisfied with
the decisionof the re-
gistrar, a) may be
made toteCourtof
King’s Bench and Com-
mon Pleas by petition,

c.

In the entry of the
names of the slaves,
P. A. to be affited to
predial attached, P. U.
predial unattached, and

. P. to non-predial.

The corrected slave re-
gistry to be deposited in
the secretary’s office,
and shall be deemed
conclusive in any case
of dispute.

Thirty da3after the
passing jis Act re-
gistrar to deposit the
books of original and
triennial returns in the
sectetary’s office,

Persons taking false
oath declared guilty of
perjury.

Persons neglecting to
make their returns, or to
obey the summons of
the registrar, to forfeit
not less than 20s., nor
more than 10 h,

toberecoveredbywar-
rant under thehandand
sealofany justiceofthe
peace.

Formofwarrant. -
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No. 27.

Preamble.

Various clauses of an
Act of this Island, ine

eefectually to ide for
the Support,provefor
tend certain lations
for the Protection of
Slaves, to promote and
encourage theirIncrease,
and generally to melio-
ratetheirCondition,”
declared to be in force.

Allowances to labourers
may be commuted with
the sanction of the spe-
cial justices,

"While abourers are re-
ceiving food and nutri-
mentunderthedirection
ofthemedicalatten-

lant, emplo not to

becompelled to furnish
the weekly allowance.

Certificate of medical.
attendant to be received
in evidence ef any

the said sum of and the same forthwith to bring to public sal
surplus, if any, after deducting a fee of 9s., payable to you the said AB. orsuch athe:
constable as may execute this warrant, to render and pay to the said C. D.

Witness my hand and seal, this day of

 

FORM of Schedule (A.) within referred to.

 

Name and | Reputed Usual Employ- Class ;

Description of Names Sex. | Col Age on the ; Reputed ment since” 1Predial attached
Person making the x Volours| goth July the 28th August |2Predial unattach?,

 

Return. of Slaves. 1834, | Country. 1852. 3 Non-predial,

i
t    

Passed the Assembly, the 17th day of July 1834.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834..
Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the

fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.
J. Lyons (u. 8.) Nixon.

 

— No. 27.—

St. Christopher.

AN ACT to provide for Apprenticed Labourers during the term of their Apprenticeship,

WuepEas it is necessary to make provision for the due care and maintenance of appren-

ticed labourers during the term of their apprenticeship: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s

dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant-governor of Your Majesty’s Islands of St. Chris-

topher and Anguilla, and the Council and Assembly of the Island of St. Christopher, pray

Your Most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained:

1. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that from

and after the 31st day of July, in the present year 1834, the severat clauses hereinafter

enumerated of an Act of the Commander-in-chief of the Leeward Caribbee Islands in

America, and the General Council and the General Assembly of the said Islands, intituled

« An Act more effectually to provide for the Support, and to extend certainRegulations for

the Protection of Slaves; to promote and encourage their Increase, and generally tomelio-

rate their Condition,” shall be, and the same are hereby declared to be in force, and appli-

cable for the protection and benefit of all and every person and persons who shall become

apprenticed labourer and labourers within this Island, on the 1st day of August next, so

long as he, she and they respectively shall continue in such state of apprenticeship: that is

to say, Clause the first ; so much of Clause the second, as applies to this Island; Clause

the sixth; Clause the seventh; Clause the nineteenth; Clause the twenty-seventh; Clause

the twenty-cighth, with the exception of the word “white,” when and as often as the same

shall occur therein; Clause the twenty-ninth ; Clause the thirtieth, with exception as above ;

Clause the thirty-first; Clause the thirty-fourth ; and Clause the forty-ninth.

9. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any employer within this Island,

with the sanction of the special justice of the district in which such employer shall reside, to

make any bargain or agreement with any labourer for a commutation of the allowancesof

provisions and clothing, or either of them, by this law required to be furnished to such

abourer.

3. And be it further enacted, that while any apprenticed labourer or labourers shallbe

receiving from his, her or their master, manager or director, food and nutriment under the

orders and direction of any medical practitioner in attendance on such labourer or labourers,

‘such master, manager or director shall not be compelled or compellable to furnishany such

labourer or labourers with the quantum of weekly food hereby required to be supp ied to

such labourer and labourers.

4. And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any special justice who

is hereby authorized to inquire into any offence against this Act, in his discretion toreceive,
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and take in evidence touching any such offence, the certificate of any medical practitioner,
under his hand, of any matter or thing appertaining or relating to such offence.

5. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every penalty and forfeiture
imposed under and by virtue of this Act, shall be recovered by warrant under the hand and
seal of the special justice of the district in which such offence shall be committed; such
warrant to be directed to and executed by some constable or police officer within the said
district, who is hereby authorized to levy the same on the goods and chattels of eve

rson or persons offending against this Act, and who shall be convicted thereof before suc
justice, and shall bring the same to sale within 10 days after such levy, and for want of
such goods and chattels, such offender shall be committed to the common gaol of this
Island for any time not exceeding three months, at the discretion of such justice; and all
such penalties shall be applied to the use of the public of this Island, andbe paid into the
treasury thereof: provided nevertheless, that every person so convicted may appeal to
the next superior court of criminal jurisdiction, if he or she conceives himself or herself
aggrieved.

6. And be it further enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or ex-
plained, by any other Act or Acts to be passed this session, or during the existence of the
present Assembly.

Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 1834.

John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834.
Thos. Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign. Jokn Lyons (u.s.) Ni. 8. ton.

 

—No. 28. —
St. Christopher.

AN ACT for prescribing the’Duties, and regulating the Conduct of Apprenticed Labourers
within this Island.

Wuenrgas it is expedient to define by law the duties of apprenticed labourers within this
Island, and to prevent any unruly conduct or any insolent language in such apprenticed
labourers towards the persons entitled to their services, and to establish rules for the conduct
of such apprenticed labourers: We, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieute-
nant-governor ofYour Majesty’s Islands ofSt. Christopher and Anguilla, and Council of the
Island of St. Christopher, together with the Assembly of the same, humbly pray Your most
Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

1. And it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after
the 1st day of August 1834, every person who shall have become a predial apprenticed
labourer by force of the laws in such case made and provided, shall be bound and compel-
lable by law, for and during the continuance of their apprenticeship, to work on the estate of
the person or persons entitled to his or her services for the space of 45 hours in each week,
and no longer, during the term of his or her apprenticeship: provided, that no such predial
apprenticed labourer shall be liable to perform any labour whatever on any Sunday during
the term of his or her apprenticeship, except in watching and protecting the propert of the
person or persons entitled to his or her services, or in tending, protecting and feeding the
stock of the same, or in other works of necessity.

2. And be it further enacted, that every person who shall have become a non-preedial
apprenticed labourer by force of the laws aforesaid, shali be bound and compellable by law,
during the continuance of such apprenticeship, to do for the person or persons entitled to his
or her services, all such work as they have hitherto been accustomed to do, or as free hired
servants are accustomed and ought to do for the person to whom they hire their services;
and every such apprenticed non-predial labourer shall be bound to do so much of all such
works for the persons entitled to his or her services as such free hired servants are accus-
tomed and ought to do for the persons to whom they hire their services: and the special
magistrates of this Island shall, in every case where any dispute shall arise as to the quality
or quantity of the work to be done by any non-predial apprenticed labourer for the person or
persons entitled to his or her services, judge and determine whether any such work is, both
in quality and quantity, such work as ought to be performed by non-predial apprenticed
labourers, according to the provisions of this Act: provided, that no non-predial appren-
ticed labourer shallbe hable to perform any labourwhatever on any Sunday during the term
of his or her apprenticeship, except in the protection of property usually confided to his, her
or their care, and in other works of necessity, and in domestic services. And
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$. And it is hereby further enacted, thatevery preedial apprenticed labourer shall be bound
and compellable by law to conform himself or herself at all times to all the rules laid down
by any person or persons having the control or management of the éstate on which such
apprenticed labourer may be employed, for the good government of such estate: provided
that such rules do not militate in any respect against this or any other Act of this Island. ,

4. And it is hereby further enacted, that every predial apprenticed labourer who shall
come at certain times to do certain work on the estate of any employer or employers, or
shall occasionally be or reside on any such estate, shall be bound and compellable by law
during the performance of such work, on going to and returning from the same, and uring
such occasional residence, to conform himself or herself to all the lawful rules laid down ag
aforesaid for the control and direction of such apprenticed labourer by such employer or
employers.

5. And it is hereby further enacted, that every non-predial apprenticed labourer ghall
conform himself or herself at all times to alli such rules as shall pr lawfully laid down ag
aforesaid, by the person or persons entitled to his or her services, or by any person acting
under the authority of such person or persons.

6. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall offend against
any of the hereinbefore recited clauses of this Act, such apprenticed labourer, on conviction
of the same before any special magistrate, shall be liable to any of the hereinafter mentioned
punishments, or any part thereof, according to the discretion of the said special magistrate,
subject to all the rules hereinafter prescribed for the infliction of punishments on apprenticed
labourers.

7. And it is hereby further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer who may reside on
the estate of any person orpersons whatever, without being bound to perform any work
whatever in the service of such person or persons, shall conform himself or herself to all such
rules as shall be lawfully laid down as aforesaid by such person or persons, or by an
person appointed by such person or persons, for the managementand direction of suc
estate.

8. And for avoiding all doubts as to what shall be deemed improper conduct in any
apprenticed labourer, it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall for
one hour, or any part of an hour, absent himself or herself from the service of his or her
employer without reasonable cause, he or she shall be compelled for every such offence, on
conviction of the same before the special magistrate of the district in which such labourer
shall reside, to serve two extra hours, or double the time of absence in the service of such
employer: provided, that such extra hours shall not exceed 15 in the whole in any one week;
an provided also, that if such extra labour shall not havebeenperformed in any one week --
for such absence, it shall be made in any subseqent week or weeks; and provided always
nevertheless, that no such period of extra labour shall extend to compel such apprenticed
labourer to labour in the service of any employer beyond the period of seven years next after
the termination of the apprenticeship of suchlabourer,

9. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself
or herself for more than seven hours and a half in any one week from the service of his or
her employer, without reasonable cause, he or she shall, on conviction of the same before a
special magistrate of this Island, be adjudged a deserter, and as such shall be confined to
hard labour in any house of correction or place of confinement by this or any other Act to
be appointed in this Island, for any time not exceeding one week, according to the discretion
of the said special magistrate; and in case such offender should be a male, then such male
apprenticed labourer shall receive any number of stripes, not exceeding 15, with acat-of-
nine-tails, according to the discretion of the said special magistrate.

10. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself
or herself for two days during one week from the service of his or her employer, without
reasonable cause, -he or she shall, on conviction of the same before a special magistrate of
this Island, be adjudged a vagabond, and as such shall be confined to hard labour in any
house of correetion or place of confinement in this Island, for any time not exceeding two
weeks, according to the discretion of the said special magistrate; or in case such offender
should be a male apprenticed labourer, then such male apprenticed labourer shall receive any
number of stripes, not exceeding 15, with a cat-of-nine-tails, according to the discretion of
the said special magistrate.

ii. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself
or herself for six days in any one week from the service of his or her employer, without
reasonable cause, he or she shall, on conviction of the same before any special magistrate of
this Island, be adjudged a runaway, and as such shall be confined to hard labcur in any
house of correction or place of confinement in this Island, for any time not exceeding one
month, according to the discretion of the said special magistrate; or in case such offeader
should be a male apprenticed labourer, then such apprenticed labourer shall receive any
number of stripes, not exceeding 30, with a cat-of-nine-tails, according to the discretion of
the said special magistrate: provided always, that every such offender shall (in addition to
such punishment) be bound to make satisfaction to his or her employer for the time he or

she shall have been absent from such employer (and also for the time such apprenticed
labourer shall or may be employed in hardfabour as aforesaid), unless such hard labour shall

9
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be, by the sentence of the said special magistrate, performed on the estate of, and for the

benefit of the employer of such apprenticed labourer.

12. And it is hereby further enacted, that in all cases where any apprenticed labourer,
charged with any of the three last-mentioned offences, shall assign any cause as a reason-
able cause for the offence with which he is charged, and the employer of such apprenticed
labourer shall deny that such cause is a reasonable cause for the said absence, the special

magistratebefore. whom such apprenticed labourer shall be examined on such charge shall

judge and determine whether such alleged cause be reasonable or not.

13. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall be convicted

before aspecial magistrate ofthis Island, of having performed the work committed to him

or her by his or her employer in an indolent, careless or negligent manner, he or she shall,
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lent, careless or negli-
gent manner to be ad-

on conviction of such offence before such magistrate, be adjudged to labour in the service of judged to labour for the
his or her employer for any time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in any one week, accord-

ing to the discretion of such magistrate, forthe first time when the said apprenticed labourer
shall be convicted of such offence. And it is hereby further enacted, that for the second
time when any apprenticed labourer shall be convicted before a special magistrate of such
last-mentioned offence, he or she shall be adjudged to confinement with hard labour in any

house of correction or place of confinement im this Island, for any time not exceeding one

week, according to the discretion of such special magistrate. And it is hereby further
enacted, that for the third or any subsequent occasion when any apprenticed labourer shall
be convicted before a special magistrate of such last-mentioned offence, be or she shall be

adjudged to confinement with hard labour inany house of correction or place of confinement
in this Island, for any time not exceeding one fortnight, according to the discretion of such

‘special magistrate; or in case such offender should be a male apprenticed labourer, then
such male apprenticed labourer shall receive any number of stripes, not exceeding 20, with a
cat-of-nine-tails, according to the discretion of such special magistrate.

14. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall, by the careless
use of fire, endanger, injure or destroy the property of his or her employer, or of any other
person, or shall wantonly injure the property of his or her employer entrusted to his or her

care, or shall wantonly injure the property of any person whatever, or shall ill-use the cattle

or other live stock of his or her employer, or shallby negligence expose his or her employer’s
property to any damage or injury, such apprenticed labourer shall, on conviction of any of
the above-mentioned offences before any special magistrate, be adjudged to do extra labour
in the service of his or her employer for any time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in
any one week, according to the discretion of such magistrate, or shall be adjudged to con-
finement with hard labour in any house of correction or place of confinement in this Island,
for any time not exceeding one month, according to the discretion of such magistrate; or in
case such offender shouldbe a male apprenticed labourer, then such male apprenticed labourer
shall receive any number of stripes, not exceeding 30, with a cat-of-nine-tails, according to

the discretion of such magistrate; and any special magistrate before whom any apprenticed

labourer shall have been convicted of any of the offences in this present clause of this Act
mentioned, shall and may adjudge such apprenticed labourer to suffer any two or more of

the said last-mentioned punishments, if it shall appear to him proper to do so.

15. And itis hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall contumaciously

disobey the lawful commands of his or her employer, such apprenticed labourer shall, on
conviction of such contumacious disobedience before any special magistrate, be adjudged to

suffer any one or more of the punishments last mentioned, according to the discretion of the

said magistrate. ,

16, And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall neglect to

perform his or her lawful work, business and employment, on pretence ofany feigned sick-

ness, malady or disability, it shall be lawful for any special magistrate having jurisdiction in
the premises, on the information of a medical practitioner that such person 1s able to work,

to sentence any such apprenticed labourer to solitary confinement on the estate on which
such apprenticed labourer may be employed, or in any other place tobe appointed by such

special justice, for any period not exceeding 24 hours in and during the timeby law allowed to

such apprenticed labourer for his or her own use and enjoyment; and in case of such offender

being a male, such male offender may, in addition to such solitary confinement, be flogged

with any number of stripes, with a cat-of-nine-tails, not exceeding 30, at the discretion of the

said special magistrate.

17. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any three or more apprenticed labourers shall

agree together to make any resistance to the lawful commands of their employers ordirectors,

or of any one of the same, or shall be engaged in a combined and open resistance to the

lawful commands of their employer, such three or more apprenticed labourers, on conviction

of such agreement, or of such combined and open resistance, before any special magistrate,

shall be adjudged to be confined with hard labour, in any house of correction or place of

confinement in this Island, for any period not exceeding six months, according to the dis-

cretion of such magistrate; and in all cases where such offenders shall be male apprenticed

labourers, then such apprenticed labourers shall receive any number of stripes, not exceeding

39, with a cat-of-nine-tails, according to the discretion of such magistrate.
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Apprenticed labourers
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18. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall be found in
a state ofdrunkenness, or fighting, or conducting himself or herself in a riotous manner, or
behaving insolently towards his or her employer or director, or towards any person appointed
by his or her employer to superintend the conduct of such apprenticed labourer, or shall
use insolent language towards any person whatsoever, then such apprenticed labourer, on
conviction of any of the said last-mentioned offences before anyspec magistrate, shall be
adjudged to beconfined with hard labour in any house of correction or place of confinement
in this Island, for any time not exceeding one week, according to the discretion of such
magistrate; or if such offender should be a male apprenticed labourer, he may be adjudged
to receive any number of stripes not exceeding 15, with a cat-of-nine-tails, according to the
discretion of such magistrate..

19. And whereas it has been deemed inexpedient to punish female apprenticed labo
by whipping for any offence by them committed: Now, therefore, be tt further enacted,
that in all cases in which the punishment of whipping is directed by any clauses of this

offences ‘by them committed,Act to be inflicted upon male apprenticed labourers for any
the Punishment of confinement in the stocks, with a distinguishing dress or badge of infam
shall be inflicted upon female apprenticed labourers when convicted of the same offences
according to the discretion of the special magistrate before whom such female apprenticed
labourers shall be convicted, and in proportion to the quantity of such whipping directed to
be inflicted upon male apprenticed labourers for such offences respectively: provided, that
no female apprenticed labourer ‘shall for any offence whatever be put or kept in the stocks
after sunset or before sunrise, or shall be confined in the same for more than eight hours in
the whole for any one day, or shall be confined for more than six days for any one offence
or shall be confined more than two days consecutively for any offence, or under any cir
cumstances whatsoever.

20. And it is hereby further enacted, that all stocks to be employed for the purpose of
punishing female apprenticed labourers, shall be made according to one general model,to be
sanctioned by the officer administering the government in this Colony.

21. And it is hereby further enacted, that if any person or persons shall by any threat or
intimidation, reward, or promise of reward, or by any means of influence whatever, seduce,
or attempt to seduce any apprenticed labourer from the performance of those services he or
she legally owes to his or her employer; or shall persuade, or attempt to persuade any
apprenticed labourer to neglect or not to finish any piece or contract work undertaken by
such apprentice; or shall knowingly shelter or suffer to be sheltered on his or her premises,
any apprenticed labourer who shall have absconded from his or her master’s or mistress’s
service, or who shall have left unfinished any work contracted to be done by such appren- -
tice, such person shall, on conviction before any special justice of the peace, be compelled
topay a fine not exceeding 201, and in default of payment of the same immediately, or
within such time as the said special justice shall appoint at the time of conviction, be com-
mitted to the common gaol or other place of confinement in this Island, for any period not
exceeding three months; and if such person so offending against this Act, shall imself or
herself be an apprenticed labourer, he or she shall, on conviction before any special justice
as aforesaid, be sentenced to undergo any one or more of the punishments specified in this
Act for any other breach of the provisions of the same: provided always, that nothing in
this clause shall extend to prevent or restrain in any way the power of every apprenticed
labourer, at those times when he is not compellable to work for his master or mistress,
to choose his or her own employer, as well as the service he or she may be willing to
undertake.

may choose their own employers at such times as they are not compellable to work for their master or mistress.

No apprenticed labourer
to use or have in posses-
sion any gunpowder,
fire-arms, &c., unless
with the knowledge of
athe employer or direc-
tor, who have authority
‘to seize such arms, &c.
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‘de binding on the rest.
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apprenticed labourers
may seek their remedy
either according to the
general laws of this

sland, oraccording to
the provisions of this
Act;
But not allowed to pro- a re k

. and according to the provisions of this Act, for the same offenee.ceed under both the
laws.

22. And it is hereby further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any apprenticed la-
bourer to keep, use, or have in his or her possession any gunpowder or fire-arms of any
description, swords or other offensive weapon, unless with the knowledge and consent of his
or her employer or director; and that it shall be lawful for any such employer or director to
seize and retain to his own use any gunpowder and fire-arms of any description, swords or
other offensive weapons, which any such apprenticed labourer may have in his or her pos-
session without such knowledge and consent as aforesaid.

23. And it is hereby further enacted, that in cases where the majority of the apprenticed
labourers on any plantation shall agree, in conformity with law, to any task or extra work

for any employer in the said Island, such contract and agreement for such task or extra
work ‘shall be binding on the rest and remainder of the said apprenticed labourers on such
plantation.

24. And it is hereby further enacted, that wherever any apprenticed labourer shall be
amenable to the general laws of this Island for any of the offences in this Act mentioned,
the person or persons aggrieved by such apprenticed labourers may seek their remedy
against such apprenticed labourers either according to the general laws of this Island,
or according to the provisions of this Act: provided always, that it shall in no case be
competent to any person aggrieved by the misconduct of any apprenticed labourer, to
proceed against such apprenticed labourer both according to the general law ofthis Island

25, And
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25. And it is hereby further enacted, that in all cases of urgent necessity,it shall be

lawful for the owner or other person in management of any plantation or property in this
Island, where such necessity s all exist, to require and exact, as long as the necessity
may exist, the service of all or any of the apprenticed labourers on such his or her plan-

tation or property i and everyapprenticed Jabourer refusing to complywith such requisi-

tion, shall be liable, on conviction of the same before any special istrate, to suffer
any one or more of the punishments in this Act mentioned for breach of the duties of ap-
prenticed labourers.

26. And it is hereby further enacted, that no such apprenticed labourer shall,during
the continuance of such their apprenticeship, be liable to be arrested or imprisoned for debt,
or be liable to be called on, or be competent to serve in the militia of this Island, or to serve
as a juror.

27. And it is hereby further enacted, that all such apprenticed labourers shall during
the term of such their apprenticeship be, and they are hereby disqualified from being elected
members of Assembly, or churchwardens, or coroners, or vestrymen, or of voting at any
election for any of the offices aforesaid, or being appointed justices of the peace.

28. And it is hereby further enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or
explained, by any other Act or Acts to be passed this session, or during the existence of

the present Assembly.

Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 1834.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834.
Thos. Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign. 5

ohn Lyons (i. s.) Nixon.

 

—No. 29. —

Saint Christopher.

AN ACT to prescribe the Duties to be performed by Employers towards their Appren-
ticed Labourers, and to enforce the performance of the same.

Whereas it is necessary to establish certain rules and regulations to prescribe the conduct
of employers towards their apprenticed labourers, and to compel the observance of the same
by fit and proper penalties to be enforced as hereinafter shall be provided: We, therefore,
Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant-governor ofYour Majesty’s Islands
of St. Christopher and Anguilla, and the Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s
{sland of St. Christopher, pray Your most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and
ordained,

1. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that if any
employer of any predial apprenticed labourer shall by force or fraud protract the weekl
services of such labourer beyond the period by law allowed for that purpose, he shall forfeit
for the benefit of such labourer, the sum of 1s. in respect of every hour which such service
shall be protracted.

2. And it is further enacted, that it shall be the duty of every such employer to intimate
to the labourers in his or her employment, by sounding of a bell, or other sufficient signal,
the commencement and the close of the legal hours of labour, which signal shall always be
of a nature to be distinctly visible or audible to the several predial apprenticed labourers in
the service of any such employer.

3. And it is further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be bound to undertake
any task work, except with his or her own free assent to the same, save as hereinafter
excepted. ;

4. And it is further enacted, that every contract between the employer and the predial
apprenticed labourer, for the performance of specific work as a task, and in lieu of the pre-
scribed daily labour, or for the performance of any labour in extra hours, shall by such
employer be reduced into writing, and entered into a book to be Kept for that purpose on
the plantation, which book it shall be the duty of the special justice of the district to inspect,
‘often as he shall by law be required to repair to the several plantations within his
istrict.
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Suchcontractsnottobe 5. And be it: further enacted, that no contract between the employer and the pradial
binding for more than | apprenticed labourer for the performance ofany specific or task work, or for the performance
"1aeeveese neeof Of any labour in extra hours, shall endure or continue in force, or be binding upon the par.
and with the approba- ties entering into the same, or either of them, after the expiration of 30 days from the maki
tion of the special thereof, unless the same shall have been made and entered into by such parties in the pre-
Justices sence and with the approbation of such special justice of the peace, or unless, having been

entered into in his absence, the same shall be confirmed and approved by him before the
expiration of such 30 days ; and every such approbation of every such contract shall by such
special justice be attested under his hand in the book so to be kept as aforesaid; and the
said special justice shall, before approving any such contract, ascertain that the terms thereof
are distinctly understood by the apprenticed labourers entering into the same, and that such
labourers have entered into such contract freely and voluntarily, and that the same is not
unreasonable or unjust; and that in every such contract fortask work, or for extra service
extending beyondthe period of 30 days, the nature and amount of the extra labour to be
performed, and the amount of the compensation to be given for the same, and the time and

Contracts for task work manner of paying or giving such compensation, shall be distinctly expressed: provided
a‘9continue longer always, that no contract for such extra service as aforesaid, shall continue in force for more

anh year. than one year from the day of the date thereof.

Executionto issue 6. And be it further enacted, that upon due proof being given to the satisfaction of such
against employerfor special justice, of the non-payment of or failure to render or perform the compensation stipu-
pension for taskwork lated for inany such contract as aforesaid, whether for task work or for extra services, it shall
or extra labour. be competent for such justice, and he is hereby authorized to award execution against an

such employer for the amount or value of such compensation ; and if the same shall not be
paid within one week next after such award, to cause the same execution to be levied as

ereinafter mentioned, on the produce, goods and chattels of every such employer, save
and except articles and stock employed:and used in his or her trade or business of hus-
bandry ; and which executionshallbe in the form following:

Form of execution, St. Christopher.

Witira the Fourrs, bythe Grace ofGod, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, King :
To any Special Constable within the said Island.

Whereas A. B. stands convicted before me of a failure to perform the conditions stipu-
lated for by him with C. D.an apprenticed labourer, for the work and labour of such ap-
prenticed labourer, and the said 2 B. hath been awarded to pay the sum of 1. for such
failure as aforesaid, and the said A. B. not having paid the same within the time limited
for that pu e, you are required and authorized to levy this execution on the produce,
goods and chattels of the said A. B., save and except articles and stock employed and used
in the trade or business of husbandry of the said A. B., sufficient to pay and satisfy the said
sum of 1.; and the produce, goods and chattels so levied on as aforesaid, you are to
take into your custody and them safely to keep, unless the said A. B. shall give a good bond,
in which he shall procure one sufficient surety to join, to deliver the produce, goods and
chattels levied on as aforesaid, on the day of sale, and which sale you hereby are required to
make on the sixth day after such levy as aforesaid at the nearest town, and apply the pro-
ceeds thereof to the payment of the said sumof —‘¢.; and you are hereby required to returm
the overplus of such sale, if any, to the said A. B.
Witness my hand and seal, this day of | .

Execution to be levied 7. And be it further enacted, that such execution as aforesaid shall be levied and executed
by specialconstables2 by any special constable -of the district wherein the same shall issue, to whom the said
goes‘ave andexcept special justice shall direct the same, and such special constable shall thereunder seize and
articles and stockem- sell so much of the produce, goods and chattels of such employer as aforesaid, save and.
ployedtand usedin except articles and stock employed and used in his or her trade or business of husbandry, as

% may be necessary for the payment of such debt, and the surplus of such sale shall beforth.
Forty-eight hours notice with delivered over to such employer: provided always, that no such sale shall take placeas
of sale to be given to = aforesaid without 48 hours previous notice in writing made and given to the said employer,
the employer. either by personal service on him or her, or by leaving the same at his or her place of abode,

of such sale, and the time and place thereof, such notice to be made and given by such spe-
cial justice as aforesaid.

Labourersviolatingthe 8. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall violate the terms of
terms of contract tobe such contract as aforesaid, for task work or for extra service, he or she shall be liable to the
Hable to the same pains -ame penalties and pains as are by law provided in respect of the violation by such labourerand penalti fe - : ° : . : : :
performance of 'the du. of the duties to be by him or herperformed in the discharge of the services owing by him or
Hes owing totheem- her by law to such his or her employer.
ployer, :
Children not having 9. And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years on
attained the age of 6| the said Ist day of August 1834, or that children who after that day may be born to any
1684,er who may be * female apprenticed labourers, may not be properly supported by their parents, and that no
born after that day, may other person may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such children; and it
under ootancittmea 8 Recessary that provision should be made for the maintenance of such children in any such
stances appren contingency; Be it therefore enacted, that if any child who on the said Ist day of August

1834 had not completed his or her sixth year, or if any child to which any female appren-
ticed labourer may give birth on or after the said 1st day of August 1834, shall be brought

‘ before any justice of the peace holding any special commission, and if it shall be made to
appear to the satisfaction of such justice that any such child is unprovided with an adequate

maintenance,
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maintenance, and that such child hath not completed his or her age of 12 years, it shall be
lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required on behalf of any such child, to execute an
indenture of apprenticeship, therebybinding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the
erson or persons entitled to the services of the mother of such child, or who had been last

entitled to the services of such mother; but in case it shall be made to appear to any such
justice that any .such person or persons aforesaid.is or are unable, unwilling or unfit to enter
into such indentures, and properly to perform the conditions thereof, then it shall be lawful
for such justice, and he is hereby required by such indenture to bind any such child to any
person or persons to be by him for that purpose approved, and who may be willing and able
roperly to perform such conditions ; and it shall by every such indenture of apprenticeship

Fe declared in what capacity such child is apprenticed, whether as an agricultural labourer
or house servant, or tradesman, and such master and apprentice shall in relation to each
-other be bound by the laws of England applicable ‘to master and apprentice, as far as the
same are in force in this Island, and such apprenticeship shall not extend beyond the 21st
year of such apprentice’s age.

10. And be it further enacted, that every married woman being such apprentice as afore-
said, notwithstanding her coverture, and every child of 12 years and upwards, notwith-
standing his or-her infancy, shall beconipetent to enter into such.contract, as aforesaid for
task work or for extra service ; and it shall be lawful for any mother, guardian or other person
standing in the place of parent, to enter into such contract as aforesaid for task work or for
extra service, for and on behalf of any child under the age of 12 years, with reference to
whom any such person entering into such contract as aforesaid may stand in the situation
of mother, guardian or parent.

11. And be it further enacted, that if any employer of any apprenticed labourer shall
whip, beat, imprison, confine in the stocks, or otherwise maltreat such apprenticed labourer,
or shall-by way of punishment commit any violenceupon his or her person, such employer
shall incur a penalty to be imposed by such special justice as aforesaid not exceeding 52.,
with imprisonment not exceeding 14 days in default of the payment of such fine: provided
always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent any employer from con-
fining any labourer for safe custody until such labourer can be delivered over to some police-
man or constable, in order to secure his or her attendance before the special justice.

12. And be it further enacted, that it shall be competent for any apprenticed labourer, in
any such case of whipping, peating, imprisoning, confining in stocks or other maltreatment,
-er of violence committed on his or her person by way of punishment as aforesaid, instead-of
preferring his or her complaint to such special justice, to maintain any civil suit or action, as
in the case of any other free ‘person, for damages for such offences; and it shall also be
competent to such special justice, if he shall see occasion, to abstain from. imposing such

alty, and to-commit the offender to take his or her trial for such offence before any court
aving jurisdiction in the premises; and if any such employer shall be convicted before an

court of competent jurisdiction of any cruelty towards his or her apprenticed labourer, or if
‘any such employer be twice convicted of mnflicting any corporal punishment, or of any
violence upon the person of such labourer, then the labourer shall at his or-her instance be
transferred toanother employer, under the direction of the said court, ‘and the sum received
for the services of such labourer shall be paid into the public treasury of this Island, to be
applied to the use of the same ; and it shall and may be lawful for such court to punish such
offending employerby fine not exceeding the sum of 201, and in default of payment thereof,
byimprisonment in the common gaol of this Island for any term not exceeding one month,
at the discretion of the said court: provided always, that no master or employer of appren-
ticed labourer shall be amenable to any special justice for any act done in defence of his person
or property, for which he would not be equally amenable to any justice of the general com-
mission of the peace, if the said act had been committed towards any person not in the
condition of an apprenticed labourer.

13. And be it further enacted, that none of the pains and penalties whichany ‘special.
justice ‘is hereby authorized to award shall be imposed. in any case unless due notice in
writing shall be personally served on or left at the place of abode of the offender, of the
justice’s intention to proceed to inquire into the complaint against such ‘offender, and which
notice shall express the time and place of hearing such complaint, the nature of the said
complaint, and by whom preferred, and shall be signed by such special justice, and be
served at the least 24 hours before the hearing of such complaint, and the evidence touching
such complaint shall be taken at the time and place mentioned in the said notice.

14. And be it further enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or ex-
plained, by any other Act or Acts to be passed during this session, or during the existence of
the present Assembly.

Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 1834.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834. .
Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.
Dated at St.-Christopher, the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the

fifth year of His Mujesty’s reign.
John Lyons (u.s.) Nixon.
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upwards competent to
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task work or extra
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Parents, guardians, &c.
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for task work for child-
Ten under 12 years.

Punishment of employ-
ers for ill-treating
labourers,

Labourers may main-
tain civil actions or suits
against employers for
ill-usage, instead of ap-
plying to the special
magistrate.
Special justice ma
commit offenders for
trial before any court
having competent juris-
diction,
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ingcorporalpunishment,
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person of the labourer,
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employer, and the
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services be paid into the
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fine not exceeding 20,
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not exceeding 1 month.
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by special justices un-
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vestigate the complaint,

This Act may be al-
tered during the present
session. —
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Preamble.

Apprenticed labourers
not to be removed from
the Island.

Predial apprentices not
to be employed in any
labour except the usual
business of the planta-
ion.

Their services may be
transferred, under cer-
tain restrictiuns, from
one plantation to ano-
ther belonging to the
same employer,

Services of apprentices
to be deemed a chattel
interest, be transferable

in and sale, &c.,
and be distributable in
cases of intestacy.

Husband and wife, pa-
rent and child, not to be

Preedial labourers not
to be removed from the
soil to which they are
attached, without the
written consent of one
or more special justices.

Services of predial la-
bourers not to be sold
under execution except
with the soil to which
they be attached.

". fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.
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— No. 30. —
St. Christopher.

AN ACT to regulate the removal of Predial Apprenticed Labourers from one Plantation
to another; to establish certain Rules to govern the Sale of the Services of all Classes
of Apprenticed Labourers, and the disposition thereof by Will, as well as to regulate
the Descent of the same in cases of Intestacy. °

We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant-govemnor of the
Islands of St. Christopher and Anguilla, and the Council and Assembly of the Island of
St. Christopher, do pray Your most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

1. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that no
apprenticed labourer shall be subject or liable to be removed from this Island to any place
whatsoever, save and except in his ordinary business upon the high seas, or otherwise, as a
fisherman or mariner. ,

_2. And be it further enacted, that no predial apprenticed labourer who, under and by
virtue of any law, may become attached to the soil, shall be subject or liable to perform
any labour in the service of his or her employer or employers, except upon or in or about
the works and business of the plantation or estates to which such predial apprenticed

labourer shall have been attached, or on which he or she shall have been usually employed

previously to the Ist day of August 1834: provided nevertheless, that, with the consent in

writing of any one or more justices of the peace holding such special commission as speciall
rovided for in and bya certain Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and reland.

intituled, “An Act forthe Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; forpromoting

the Industry of the manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to

the Services of such Slaves,” it shall be lawful for the person or persons entitled to the services
of any such attached predial apprenticed labourer or labourers, to transfer his or their ser-

vices to any other estate or plantation within this Island to such person or persons belonging
which written consent shall in no case be given or be of any validity, unless such justiceof

the peace shall first have ascertained that such transfer would not have the effect of sepa-

rating any such attached predial apprenticed labourer from his or her lawful wife or husband,

parent or child, or from any person or persons re uted to bear any such relation to such

apprenticed labourer, at the time living on the said estate together with such person in such

reputed relationship: provided always, that such reputed husband and wife shall be inter-

preted to mean only one such reputed husband or wife as any apprenticed labourer shall

for 12 months then next preceding have cohabited with under appearance of marriage, and

shall at the time of such intended removal be actually cohabiting with and treating as hus-

band or wife, and that such transfer would not probably be injurious to the health or

welfare of such attached preedial apprenticed labourer ; such consent in writing of such justice

of the peace as aforesaid to be recorded in the book of proceedings which isty law required

to be kept by the said special justice.

3. And be it further enacted and declared, that the right and interest of any employer or

employers to and in the services of any apprenticed labourer shall be deemed and taken to

be a chattel interest, and of the nature of personal estate, and shall pass and be transferable

by bargain and sale, gift, contract and conveyance, and will, and be distributable, in case

the person or persons entitled to such services shall depart this life intestate, in the like and

same manner as chattel interest or personal estate: provided always, that no apprenticed

labourer shall, by virtue of any such bargain and sale, gift, contract and conveyance, or will

or descent, in case of intestacy, be subject or liable to be separated from his or her lawful

wife or husband, or parent or child; nor shall any predial apprenticed labourer, under and

by virtue of any bargain and sale, gift, contract and conveyance, or will or descent, in case

of intestacy, be removed from the soil to which he or she shall be attached, or on which he

or she ghall have been usually employed, without the consent in writing of any one or more

justices of the peace holding such special commission as hereinbefore mentioned, such con-

sent to be recorded as aforesaid: and provided further, that no such apprenticed labourer or

labourers, or the right of the employer or employers to the services thereof, shall be the

subject of any writ of attachment, sequestration or execution, save and except in case of

any predial apprenticed labourer or labourers attached to the soil, in which case he, she or

they may be levied on and sold together with the soil to which he, she or they may be so

attached as aforesaid, but not otherwise.

4. And be it further enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or explained,

by any other Act or Acts to be passed during this session, or during the existence of the

present Assembly.

Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 18634.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834. .

Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, the 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the

John Lyons (1. 8.) Nixon.
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— No. 81. —

St. Christopher.

AN ACT for dividing this Island into Districts, and for establishing a sufficient Police within
the same.

WueErEas it is necessary to divide this Island into certain districts, for the more con-
venient exercise of the authority of certain special magistrates to be appointed for this Island
in pursuance of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, made and
passed in the 3d & 4th years of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for
the abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the
manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons a
such Slaves :” And whereas it is alsonecessary that a sufficient police should be established
in the said several districts: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Lieutenant-governor of Your Majesty’s Islands of St. Christopher and Anguilla, and the
Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of St. Christopher, do pray Your most
Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

1. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, that from and after the passing of this

hitherto entitled to the Services of

——
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Colonial Laws.
No. 31.

 

 

Preamble.

The Island divided in‘o
Act, this Island shall be divided into four districts, for the purposes of the jurisdiction of 4districts.
such special magistrates. And it is hereby further enacted,
shall include and comprise the several parishes of St. George, Basseterre, St. Peter, Basse-
terre, and Trinity, Palmetto Point; and the second of the said districts shall include and
comprise the several parishes of St. Mary, Cayon and Christchurch, Nichola Town; and the
third of the said districts shall include and comprise the several] parishes of St. John,Capis-
terre, and St. Paul, Capisterre; and the fourth of the said districts shall include and comprise
the parishes of St. Ann, Sandy Point, and St. Thomas, Middle Island.

2. And it is hereby further enacted, that each one of the above-mentioned districts shallbe assigned to one or more special magistrates, as the proper and peculiar district in which
such special magistrate or magistrates shall perform the duties prescribed to special magis-trates: provided, that every special magistrate shall reside within the district to which heis appointed, unless when Prevented by sickness or other reasonable cause to be allowed by
the person first in command in this Island.

3. And it is hereby further enacted, that in each of the above-mentioned districts thereshall be provided for the use of the special magistrate ofsuch district a convenient and suff.-cient justice-room, wherein such special magistrate shall sit, as by law directed, for the pur-seof administering the laws relating to the apprenticed labourers of this Island 3 and thatin three of the said districts there shall beformed a police establishment, and a place of con-finement or house of correction, and for that purpose the officer administering the governmentof this Colony is hereby authorized to appropriate any waste lands of the Crown that may beconveniently situated ; and a committee of the Board of Council and House of Assembly,to be appointed for that purpose, are hereby authorized to receive tenders for the purchase orrent of any other lands that may be necessa , and for the erecting, renting orany buildings for perfecting such police establishment as aforesaid; and oftheir proceedingsin respect of the duty here delegated to them, the aforesaid committee shall duly make areport to the Council and Assembly of this Island, as soon as such committee shall haveobtained tenders, in order that the Council and Assembly may, if satisfactory, conclude thesame without delay.

at the first of the said districts

4. And be it further enacted, that if at any time the said places of confinement or housesof correction appointed under this Act, should not be able to accommodate a greater numberof offenders than shall be then therein confined, it shall be lawful for any special magistrate,under such circumstances, or in any other case of urgent necessity, to commit any otheroffender or offenders to any other place of confinement where the said special justice maybe satisfied the said offender or offenders may be safely confined, and to be removed fromthence whenever any other place of confinement more adapted for the execution of the sen-tence of the said special justice shall be provided:provided always, that until such places ofconfinement shall be erected and provided, it shall be lawful for any special justice to commitanyoffenders to any place of confinement on the estate to which such ‘offender may beattached. ‘
5. And it is hereby further enacted, that the said special stipendiary magistrates shall sitweekly, in rotation if more than one, at the justice-room in the district assigned to suchmagistrate, every day in each week, when he is not engaged in visiting the plantations withinhis district, pursuant to an Act intituled, “ An Act for prescribing the Powers and Duties ofSpecial Magistrates,” from the hour of 11 in the forenoon until the hour of two in the after-noon of every such day, and longer if necessary, for the purpose of hearing and deciding allsuch cases as may be brought before them: nevertheless,

tinie, in case of necessity, for any complainant to make
magistrate, who shall, according to the exigency of the
determine on the charge preferred.

278—IL,

case, proceed to investigate and

6. And

Parishes comprised in
each district.

Each district to be as-
signed to one or more
special magistrates, who
shall reside within the
same.

A justice-room to be
provided in each
district.
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ment and place of con-
finement in 8 of said
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Waste land of the
Crown to be appropri-
ated to suchestablish-
ments.
A committee of the

purchasing of Council and Assembl
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ands, and for the erect-
ing, renting or purchas-
ing buildings, who shall
Teport their proceedings
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order to conclude the
same, if satisfactory.

For want of room in the
said places of confine.
ment, justices may com-
mit offenders to some
other.
Until such places of
confinement shall be
rovided, apprenticed
labourers may be con-
fined on the estate to
which they belong, by _
order ofspecial justices.

Special stipendiary mae
gistrates to sit in rota-
ton every day in each
week,

it shall and may be lawful at any In cases ofnecessity
application to the nearest Special cémplaints may be

d by the nearest
Special magistrate,
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A penal gang to be 6. And be it, and it is hereby further enacted, that at the three police establishm

Cabsathe|5 pe fixed upon as hereinafterprovided, there shall also be established a penal gang, eb be

posed of such persons as shall be condemned to imprisonmentwith hard labour. “

One sergeant and not 7. And be it, and it is hereby further enacted, that at three of the police establi

whe we ayedateach fixed upon for that purpose,axhereinafter provided for, there shall be smeloyed oe nes tobe

lies ewatiishment. and not more than nine policemen or constables ; and that on each estate in this Islandthere

AndLoncach estate2 shall be a pointed from the apprentices upon such estate two policemen or constables, to be

“ apprentices tobe’ nominated by the master, director or employer of such apprentices; and on eachestate

nominated by the em- having more than 100 apprenticed labourers, there shall be appointed -from among them n

ployer or directorand less than two constables for every such 100, to act as auxiliary to the policemen of

100 apprenticeson such the district : provided that such auxiliary policemen shall not be required to do duty off th

estate, 3 policemen for estateto which they are attached, except with the consent of the person or employerentitled

each500,toact ns 8auxi- to their services ; such auxiliary policemen to be paid at the rate of one half dollar per month

thedistrict,aad to do by the estate to which they are attached: and provided also, that such appointment of such

the duty of the estate apprenticed labourer shall not prevent him or them from executing such duties as he should

when not employedas be bound to do if not so appointed, except at the particular time in which he is actuall
, ) . :

Be GRAD.semen to engaged as such policeman. d be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for

be paid 4s, 6d. by the anyauxiliary policeman or men, at the instance of the master or director or employer of such

employer. apprentices, to take any offender or offenders charged by such master or director or employer3
And at the instance of : . : . : .

the employer or director before a specialmagistrate, to investigate any charge,without previous summons or warrant

to take offenders before for that purpose, and tokeep him or them in safe custody until he or they can be so taken

aspecial|magistrate before such special magistrate. And be it further enacted, that all such constables or police-

warrant, andto keep 2D, and auxiliary policemen, 80 nominated as aforesaid, shall be appointed by the officer

them in'safecustody administering the government of this Colony, and may be removed:by him for bad conduct

until so taken. or inefficiency.
Policemen and auxiliary policemen to be appointed by the person administering the Government, and to be removed by him for ‘bad conduct.

Labourers refusingto s. And be it further enacted, that if any labourer shall refuse to act as an auxiliary con-

stables, orauzliary stable, after being appointed as such, or if‘any auxiliary constable who shall, on complaint

constables neglecting made to any special justice, be found not to have prompt'y executed all orders and directions

their duty, and not iven by any special justice, or by any other justice of the peace, under the restrictions

Prscr ofthejustices or Hereinbefore contained, in every case to which their several jurisdictions may extend, or of

theiremployers, shall @ny employer or person having authority to command the services of. such auxiliary con-

suffer oy hencate ape stable, shall suffer, on conviction ofthe said neglect or reluctance, or disobedience, as afore-

cifed fa the Act for said, before the saidSpecial justice, or other justice of the peace, any one or more of the

treachof the duties pre- punishments specified in the Act for breach of the duties prescnbed for apprenticed

scribed for apprenticed labourers.
jabourers.

Auziliary constables to 9. And be it further enacted, that after the passing of this Act, and before the 1st day of

be sworn by the ee August next, a time and place shall be fixed in each district, by the a pointment of the

the nature of their office Person first in command in this Island, for administering the oaths of office to the said

explainedto them, and auxilia constables, and that the officer by whom the said oaths shall be administered,

a staffdeliveredtoeach whose duty it shall be, before such auxiliary constables are sworn, to explain to. them the

as an emblemof office Guties of the office they are about to undertake, and the penalties incurred for neglect of the

same, shall deliver to such auxiliary constable, so sworn, a staff as an emblem of office ;.

which shall be provided according to the directions of: the committee of the Council and’

Assembly to be appointed as aforesaid: provided always, that upon complaint made by any

On defaultofpayment such auxiliary policeman to the special magistrate within his district, that the master or

of the monthlysaw director of any estate on which he shall have served as such policeman, shall have refused to

constables, specialjus pay him the said sum of 4s. 6d. per month for any one or more months, the said special

tice to issue warrant of magistrate shall upon conviction before him of the said master or director having so refused,

levyaguinst theem- jgcye his warrant under his hand and seal, authorizing any constable within his district to

poy. levy the amount in which such master or director shall be so convicted, on his goods and

chattels, and.to sell sufficient of the same to satisfy such amount.

Constables and police 10, And it is hereby further enacted, that any constable or policeman, and auxiliary

mep maybesuspended. policeman, may be suspended from office by any special magistrate of the district, subject

to disallowance or confirmation by the officer administering the government within this

Colony.

Penal gang may beor- 11, And it is hereby further enacted; that as often as the special magistrate of the district

deredby the speci a on duty shall so direct, the penal gang before mentioned shall, under the superintendenceof

theprovision ground of Some member of the police, be employed in any laborious work upon the provision ands

the dstiet, or may be of the police establishment, for the support of the prisoners at such settlement, or suc penal

hired out towork gang may be employed as hired labourers in any laborious work, or otherwise, towards the

ment. general maintenance of the establishment.

Special justiceto make 12. And it is hereby further enacted, that the special justice shall, once in each quarter,

aquartet retro the make to the officer administering the government within this Colony,a report of the effective

Governmentof theee strength and condition of the police force at each settlement, and of the state of the buildings

Sve strength and condi- and provision grounds there, and of the state and conduct of the prisoners confined therein.

tion of police force, and of the state of the buildings, &c.

Committee of theCoun- 43, And it is hereby further enacted, that a committee shall be appointedfrom the Board

ciland ‘Assert the of Council and House of Assembly, to determine on the three districts in which the said:

internal discipline of the police establishments shall be fixed ; to establish necessary rules for the internaldiscipline»
e-
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said police settlement; for a due separation of prisoners of different sexes; for the clas- police settlements, &c.,

scation ofprisoners 5 for their religiousinstruction for the maintenance of order, cleanli-sislatane beefotheLe-
ness and so riety among them; and for the revention and prompt punishment of any gulations they may
neglect or violation of such rules; and also for ascertaining the necessary weapons and adopt, which being ap-
accoutrements to be furnished to the policemen or constables, and auxiliary policemen, and etin commardand
fixing a distinguishing dress to be worn by them; and that such committee shall duly report the Legislature, shall
to the Board of Council and House of Assembly what they shall determine in pursuance of have the force of law.
such reference to them as aforesaid ; and such reportbeing approved by the officer adminis-
tering the government within this Colony, and the Council and Assembly of the same, shall
have therein the force and effect of law: provided always, that the officer administering the
overnment within this Colony, and the Council and Assembly of the same, may, if they

think fit, either absolutely confirm such report, or partially or wholly alter and change the
rules thereby established, and may from time to time vary such rules as circumstances may
require.

14, And it is hereby further enacted, that the constables or policemen in each district shall Pay of policemen.
receive pay from the public treasury, at the rate of 3s. currency per day for each private, and
4s, 6d. currency for each sergeant.

15. And it is hereby further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the policemen or con- Policemen and auxiliary
stables and auxiliary policemen, to carry into execution such orders as they shall receive policemen withoutthetr
from the special justice, for the prevention or repressing of crimes, and forenforcing Obedience rent, takeoffenders be-
to the law; and such policemen or constables, and such auxiliary policemen, shall detain and fore a special magis-
carry, without summons or warrant, on their own view, before a special justice, any person “*
in the actual commission of a breach of the peace, or any injury to public or private
property.

16. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall not be in force for any longer period Act in force for 12
than 12 months from the passing thereof. months.

17, And be it further enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or explained, This Act may be al-
by any other Act or Acts to be passed during this session, or during the existence of the tered during the present
present Assembly. session.

Passed the Assembly, this 24th day of July 1834.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 15th day of July 1834.
Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, the 31st day of July, in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, and
in the year of our Lord 1834.

John Lyons (1. s.) Vizon,

 

— No. 31.—
St. Christopher.

AN ACT to punish Apprenticed Labourers for Offences against the public Welfare. No. 31.

Wuenreas the peace and good order of society in this Island may be endangered by the Preamble.
distinct class of apprenticed labourers within the same, and it is necessary to provide against
the said offences; Be it, and it is hereby enacted by the Lieutenant-governor of Your Ma-
jesty’s Islands of St. Christopher and Anguilla, and the Council and Assembly of the Island
of St. Christopher,

1. That from and after the 1st day of August 1834, if any three or more a prenticed Threeormore appren-labourers shall unite together in any riot or tumultuous assemblage, any justiceof the peace ticed labourers unitingwithin this Island who shall or may be present at the same, shall order the said three or together in tumultuousmore apprenticed labourers to disperse, and in case of neglect or refusal to obey such order, by order.ofajustinn,of.then the said justice of the peace shall cause a flag, or some other conspicuous signal to the peace.be exhibited as a warning to all persons then and there present, to separate and disperse
quietly. ,

2. And be it further enacted, that all persons who at the expiration of 10 minutes from Punishmentof appren-and after the exhibition of such flag or signal, shall continue present at any such riotous ticed labourers for riotassemblage, shall, on conviction before any one or more justices of the peace within this °* comduct-Island, be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding 12 months
. 3. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall after the 1st day ofAugust Nottoreside beyond the1834, reside beyond the limits of the district in which such apprenticed labourer may be limits of the district to
resident on the said 1st day of August 1834, unless by the authority of his or her employer, which theyDelong Onto be for that purpose given him or her in writing: provided always, that in cases where employer. "such consent is refused by the employer aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for
278—II. the
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in case of refusal by the the special magistrate of the district in which such labourer shall as aforesaid be resident on
employer, special justice the said Ist day of August 1834, to inquire into and investigate the cause or causes of such
lene jfhe seo ft,grant refusal, and if the said employer doth not sufficiently account for such refusal, then the

* said special magistrate shall and may give to such apprenticed labourer, under his the said
special magistrate’s hand and seal, an authority to reside out of the said district: provided

Suchleavetobe always, that the said special magistrate shall record such investigation, and the evidence
recorded, taken respecting the same, and the date of the authority in such case given as aforesaid, in

the record book directed by the second clause of an Act intituled “ An Act forprescribing
the Powers and Duties of Special Magistrates.”

Labourers found beyond 4. And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer found or to be found beyond
theirdistrictwithout a the limits of the district in which he or she shall have been on the said Ist day of August
vaby avy comtable, 1884 resident as aforesaid, except in his or her way to and from the nearest market, or to
and shall on conviction or from some place of public worship, and not having a written pass or authority for that
beadjudged a vagabond, urpose from fis employer, or from the special magistrate as hereinbefore directed, shall be
orderof special justice. iable to be apprehended and detained by any constable or policeman within this Island

and shall, on conviction before any justice of the peace within this Island, be adjudged a
vagabond, and shall by the order and conviction under the hand and seal of such, justice
be taken by any constable or policemen into the district to which such apprenticed labourer
belongs, and there delivered over to the special magistrate of such district, together with
such order and conviction, and the said special magistrate of the district to which the said
apprenticed labourer belongs, shall forthwith cause the said apprenticed labourer to undergo
the punishment directed in such conviction: provided always, that the said special magis-
trate shall record the said conviction, and the date of the execution of the same, in the same
manner as is provided for the record of conviction in clause second of an Act intituled “ An
Act for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Magistrates.”

If absent for 7 daysor  §, And it be further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if an apprenticed labourer
more, labourer to be shall, for seven days or upwards, absent himself or herself from his or her employer's service
adjudged a runaway. : } : : proy' »

without a reasonable cause, to be allowed by the special magistrate of the district to which
he or she may belong, he or she shall, on complaint being made to such special magistrate,

Punishment for such and on conviction ofsuch offence, be adjudged a runaway, and shall be sentenced to three
offence. months imprisonment and hard labour m case of females, and in case of males to three

months imprisonment and hard labour, and whipping, not exceeding 39 stripes with
a cat. ,

Labourers establishing 6. And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of any
themselvesas adistinct special justice, that any apprenticed labourers have without lawful authority established
eT ad ts Detlien themselves in any part of this Island as a distinct community, such justice of the peace
lodged, shall cause any such community to be dislodged, and if necessary, shall also cause their

habitations to be taken down and removed, and disposed of in such manner as to the said
justice shall seem fit.

Andmay betrans- 7. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted of having been a
ported, member of any such community, shall be liable to transportation, and to imprisonment

and hard labour until such transportation can be effected, or to imprisonment with hard
labour for any term not exceeding six months, and to whipping by any number of stripes

. not exceeding 39 with a cat, in case of such offender being a male, but in case of such
offender being a female, the punishment by whipping not to be inflicted.

Person firstincommand 8. And be it further enacted, that the officer administering the government of this Island,
may order out the mili- shall and may at the request of any magistrate, order out the whole or any part of the militia
ferentindislodg- of this Island, and all officers and privates of the said militia, so ordered out as aforesaid,g any such commue : - 4? : : ° ° : : ?
nity as aforesaid. shall aid and assist in carrying into effect any directions which may be issued to them by

the said first in command, for dislodging any such community as aforesaid, and the said
officers and privates of the said militia are hereby indemnified against all and all manner of
prosecutions, suits and punishment for any loss of life or injury that may arise in the lawful

' execution of such duty as aforesaid.

Fatherstoprovide for 9. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticed labourer,
their children under 12 being in good health and able to work, and being the reputed father of a child under the

fees, ued iadfaritte age of 12 years, not’ being an apprenticed labourer under the terms of the laws of this
be compelled to labour Island, shall not make adequate provision for the subsistence of such child, it shall be lawful
ntheir extra hours for for any special magistrate to adjudge any such labourer to labour in' his extra hours, and in
“nen Pevposes case of refusal, then to hard labour, and to apply the earnings of such labour towards the

support and maintenance of any such child.

Such persons may be 10. And be it further enacted, that for the purpose last aforesaid, such special justice
hired out to labour as may hire out the labour of any such reputed father to any person who may be willing to

aforesaid. agree for the same, or to labour on any public works, on the best terms which can be pro-
cured for the same.

For so long a time as 11. And be it further enacted, that such compulsory labous as aforesaid shall not be con-
maybenecessary to = tinued longer than may be necessary to provide for the maintenance of the child of such
Dry asocthindie. labourer, for one month in advance.

Ifno father living, the 12. And be it further enacted, that in case any such child so unprovided for as aforesaid

motherto previde for shall have no father living, then the regulations aforesaid shall apply to the mother of suc
. c
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ehild or children, if alive, and competent by her labour to provide for the maintenance of ST. CHRISTOPHER.
such child or children,

13. And be it further enacted, that all the penalties by law denounced in case of indolence,
neglect of work, or otherwise in respect of labour performed by the apprenticed labourers,
in the service of their employers, shall apply to the case of labour undertaken for the main-
tenance of any such child as aforesaid, by virtue of any such order as aforesaid.

14, And be it further enacted, that if any labourer or labourers shall, without lawful au-
thority, enter into possession of any land belonging to His Majesty, or toany porsen, it
shall be lawful for any special justice to dispossess such’ labourer or labourers from such
land, and from any buildings thereon erected, and to cause the same, with all the crops
thereon growing, and all cattle, stock and goodsthereon found, to be delivered up to the
owner of such land; or in case such owner shall notwithin one month after such seizure
appear and prefer his claim to such land, then the special justice shall order the crops, cattle
and other goods seized thereupon to be sold, and cause the proceeds of such sales to be paid
over to the public treasurer of this Island.

15. And be it further enacted, that the summary process last aforesaid shall not be taken
or used in any case where any such apprenticed labourer may have been for two years then
next preceding in the undisturbed and authorized possession of any such land.

16. And be it further enacted, that the said special magistrate may further adjudge any
apprenticed labourer unlawfully taking possession of such land, to imprisonment wit hard
labour for any time not exceeding three months, if it be made to appear to his the said
special magistrate’s satisfaction that such possession was taken with the knowledge that the
party so taking possession had no lawful claim thereto.

17. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall quit this Island, except
with a passport from the person first in command, which passport shall not be granted
without the written consent of the employer ofsuch apprenticed labourer.

18. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall quit or attempt to
quit this Island without such passport as aforesaid, such apprenticed labourer shall, on con-
viction before the special magistrate, be liable to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any
time not exceeding six months.

19. And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer whose ordinary occupation
is on the sea, or in any navigable stream, as a fisherman or mariner, shall be registered as
such at the office of the special magistrate of the district, with the knowledge and consent
of his employer; and any apprenticed labourer engaging in such occupation without being
first so registered, shall, on conviction before the said special magistrate, be liable to im-
prisonment, with hard labour, for any time not exceeding three months.

20. And be it further enacted, that all vessels and boats in this Island not registered
under the Navigation Acts shall be registered and numbered at the office of the special ma-
gistrate of the district to which they belong, with whom shall be entered the description of
the vessel or boat, the name of the owner, and the place at which the same is usually moored
or hauled up.

21. And be it further enacted, that no person within this Island shall keep a vessel orboat so registered, except by a licence under the hands of two of His Majesty’s justicesassigned to keep the peace within this Island, which licence must be recorded in the secre-tary's office, for the recording of which the secretary of the Island shall and may demandand receive the sum of 4s. 6d. from the person presenting the same to be recorded,

22. And be it further enacted, that the owners or directors of such licensed vessels orboats shall be bound to secure them when not actually afloat at the place or places mentioned
in such licence,

23. And be it further enacted, that all unlicensed vessels or boats shall be liable to seizureand confiscation; and that all officers of His Majesty’s customs, magistrates and peace. officers within this Island may seize the same, and prosecute the same to condemnationbefore two or more justices of the peace, one half of the proceeds of sale whereof, afterpayment of costs and expenses, to be given to such seizor andprosecutor, and the other halfto be paid into the treasury of this Island.

24, And be it further enacted, that all other vessels and boats moored at any place notmentioned in the licence shall be liable to detention by any of the above officers or magis-trates, until the owner thereof shall have order for restitution, or shall have paid a fine ofnot less than 20s. nor more than 51: provided always, that the person or persons so de-taining the said boat or vessel for being moored at aplace not mentioned in the licence, shallforthwith report the same to the special magistrate of the district in which the same isdetained, to whom the person claiming the boat or vessel shall apply for restitution of theSame, and to whom the said person claiming as aforesaid shall, if it shall seem fit to the saidmagistrate, pay the said fine, one half to be delivered over by the said magistrate to theperson seizing or detaining, and the other half into the public treasury of this Island.
278—IT, 25. And

———

Penalties in cases of
default.

Labourers unlawfully
entering into possession
of land to be disposses-
sed by special justices,
&e.

Unless such labourer
shall have 2 years quiet
possession.

Such unlawful posses-
sion may be punished
with 3 months imprison-
ment,

Person first in command
may grant a pass to
ap Y enticed labourer to
quit the Island.

Labourer quitting the
Island without such

liable to 6 months
imprisonment with hard
labour,

Labourers being mari-
ners or fishermen to be
registered a3 such.

Vessels and boats not
registered under the
Navigation Act to be

registered at the office
of the special magistrate
of the district.

Persons owning such
vessels and boats to ob-
tain a licence from 2
justices of the peace.

Vessels and boats to be
secured when not afloat.

Unlicensed vessels and
boats liable to seizure
and condemnation be-
fore one or more justices
of the peace.

Vessels and boats not
moored as directed in
licence to be detained,
and owner to pay a
penalty not less than
20s., nor more than 5i,

Such detentions to be
reported to special
magistrates,



868

334 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Penalty of 501. against «25. And be it further enacted, that all and every person and persons removing or assistin
any person taking any to remove any apprenticed labourer from this Island in any boat or vessel, without such
ar enticed labourer labourer having such licence as hereinbefore directed, shall be liable, on conviction thereof
licence, and in default. before any two magistrates of the Island, to pay a fine of 507., to be recovered by warrant
ofpaymenttoimprison- of levy and distress, under the hands and seals of the said magistrates, and in default of
mentnotexceeding 3 such payment to imprisonment for any time not exceeding three months for the first offence,
offence, andto transpor- and to transportation for any term not exceeding seven years for the second offence.
tation not exceeding 7 : : :
years for secondofience, 26, And whereas there may be certain acts done by apprenticed labourers which may be

considered to amount to offences under this Act, and also under an Act intituled, “ An Act
for prescribing the Duties and regulating the Conduct of Apprenticed Labourers ;” Be it
further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be liable to be punished both under the
provisionsof fhe said last recited Act, and of this present Act, for any offence by him or
er committed.

27. And be it further enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or ex-
plained, byany other Act or Acts to be passed this session, or during the existence of the
present Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834.
‘ Thomas Harper, Clerk of Council.

Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 1834.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, this 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign. L

John Lyons (u.s.) Nixon.

 

— No. 33. —
St. Christopher.

No. 33. AN ACT toregulate the dissolution ofApprenticeship by the voluntary act of the Em-
ployer, and to compel such dissolution in cases where the Labourer is able and willing
to purchase his or her discharge from Apprenticeship.

Preamble. Wuereas by acertain Act of the Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, inti-
tuled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the said Island, and for the establishment
of asystem of Apprenticeship for a limited time in leu thereof,” persons hitherto held in
slavery will become apprenticed labourers, and it is necessary to provide certain rules for the
dissolution of such apprenticeship under the circumstances hereinafter mentioned : We, there-
fore, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant-governor of Your Majesty’s
Islands of St. Christupher and Anguilla, and the Council and Assembly of the Island of
St. Christopher, pray Your most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

Apprenticed labourers 1. And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that if
may be discharged from before the apprenticeshipcreated.by the hereinbefore mentioned Act, or by any other Act of
pacaeen ot the Legislature of this Island, or any enactment of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain
the term, and Ireland, shall have expired, the person or persons entitled for and during the remainder

of any term to the services of any apprenticed labourer, under and by such laws as aforesaid,
shall be desirous to discharge him or her from such apprenticeship, it shall be lawful for
such person or persons so to do by any deed or instrument to be by him, her or them for
that purpose made and executed, which deed or instrument shall be in such form, and shall
be executed and recorded in such manner andwith suchsolemnities as hereinafter mentioned:

Employers discharging provided nevertheless, that if any person so discharged from any such apprenticeship, b
apprentices of theage ony such voluntary act asaforesaid. shall at that time be of the ageof 50 ears or upwards,
pro rahi orwhomay or shall be then labouring under any such disease, mental or bodily infirmity, as may render
theirown ubsistence, him or her incapable of earning his or her subsistence, then and in every such case the person
shall provide for them or persons 80discharging any suchapprenticed labourer as aforesaid, shall continue and be
Oe‘hadnot been so able to provide for the support and maintenance of such a prenticed labourer during the

y remaining term of such original apprenticeship, as fully as if such apprenticed labourer haddischarged. t
not been discharged therefrom.

Such discharge to be by 2. And be it further enacted, that such discharge shall be by deed, under the hand and

deed under the hand "geal of the party making the same, to be executed in the presence of and attested by one or

arcane ne Party . more credible witness, and shall be recorded in the office of the registrar of deeds within one

month from the day of the execution thereof; and failing in any of the particulars aforesaid,
every such discharge shall be void.

The proceedings tobe 8. And be it further enacted, that in order to provide for the discharge of apprenticed

taken in cases wherethe Jahourers, in cases where the employers of any such apprenticed labourer may be unwilling
employer is unwilling, or
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or unable to contract for such discharge, if the employer of any apprenticed labourer in the

gaid Island, or any person having any interest in the services of any such apprenticed
labourer, shall be unwilling to effect his or her discharge from apprenticeship, or shall by

reason of any mortgage, or settlement or lease, or charge upon or interest in the services of
any such apprenticed labourer being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to

execute @ valid and effectual discharge from apprenticeship of such apprenticed labourer, or

if the employer or any other person having a charge upon or interest in the services of such
apprenticed abourer shall be a minor or married woman, or idiot or lunatic, or if the person

really entitled to the services of such apprenticed labourer shall] be absent from the said

Island, or shall not be known, or if any suit or action shall be depending in any court of

justice in the said Island, wherein the title or right to the services of the said apprenticed

labourer shall or may be in controversy, or if the employer of any such apprenticed labourer
shall demand, as the price of his or her discharge, a greater sum of money thanmay appear

to the said apprenticed labourer to be his or her fair and just value, then and in each and

every of the cases aforesaid any special justice to be appomted under and by virtue of any
Act of this Island, or any law of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, on

application to him for that purpose made by the said apprenticed labourer, or any person
on his or her behalf, shall issue a summons under his hand and seal, requiring the emplo er,

or legal representative of such employer of such apprenticed labourer, to appear before him

by themselves or their agents, at some convenient time and place to be in such summons for
that purpose appointed, and notice shall be published by the said special justice, in the
public newspapers of the Island, of the time and place appointed for the purpose aforesaid;
and in such notice all persons having or claiming to have any title or interest to or in the
services of the said apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, either in their own right
or as the agents, guardians, trustees or representatives of any other person, shall be required
to attend and prefer such claims.

4. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that at the time appointed for
any such meeting as aforesaid, the said special justice, in the presence of the employer or
legal representative of such employer of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged,
or upon proof being made to him upon oath of the due service and publication of such notice
as aforesaid, then, if necessary, in the absence of such employer (or legal representative of

such employer), shall proceed to hear, in a summary way, what may be alleged by or on behalf
of such apprenticed labourer, and by the employer (or legal representative of such employer) or
other person claiming any interest in the services of the said apprenticed labourer proposed
to be discharged, and attending in pursuance of any such notice ; or in case it shall be made
to appear to the said special ustice that a valid and effectual discharge of such apprenticed
labourer cannot legally be effected by private contract, or that the employer of such appren-
ticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon or interest in the services of such
apprenticed labourer, is a minor or a married woman,or idiot or lunatic, or that the real
employer of such apprenticed labourer, or any person having charge upon or interest in the
services of such apprenticed labourer, is absent from the Island, or is unknown, or cannot
be found, or that any action is depending in any court of justice in the Island wherein the
right or title to the services of such apprenticed labourer is in controversy, then and in
every such case the said special justice shall require the apprenticed labourer, or some person
on his behalf, and the employer (or legal representative of such employer) of such appren-
ticed labourer, if attending in pursuance of such notice, each to nominate a good and sub-
stantial freeholder of the said Island as an appraiser of the value of his or her services; and
the two appraisers so chosen shall forthwith choose and a point another freeholder of the
said Island to be an umpire between such appraisers; but if such employer (or legal repre-
sentative of such employer), being duly summoned as aforesaid, shall fail to attend, or
attending shall refuse or omit to nominate an appraiser, then the said special justice shall
nominate an appraiser on behalf of the employer (or legal representative of such employer)
omitting or refusing to do so, which two appraisers so appointed shall appoint an umpire as
hereinbefore directed.

5. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the appraisers so to be nomi-
nated as aforesaid, shall be duly sworn before the saidspecial justice, to make a fair and
impartial appraisement of the services of the apprenticed labourer so proposed to be dis-
charged ; and within 14 days next after their appointment, such appraisers shall make a
joint valuation of the services of the said apprenticed labourer, and shall certify such their
valuation to the said special justice, under their hands and seals, and in case such joint
certificate shall not be so made and delivered to the said special justice, within the said term
of 14 days, then the said umpire being duly sworn in the manner aforesaid, shall within the
next succeeding seven days, certify his valuation to the said special justice; and the valua-
tion to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers, or in their default,
by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered and enrolled
among the records of the secretary’s office, in a book to be by the said secretary kept for
that purpose : provided, and be it further enacted, that if the amount of any such valuation
shall not be paid in manner hereinafter mentioned, within three calendar months next after
the enrolment thereof, such enrolment shall be cancelled, and it shall notbe lawful for an
such apprenticed labourer, or any other person on his or her behalf, again to institute suc
proceedings as before mentioned for his or her discharge, until the expiration of 12 calendar
months, to be computed from the date of such former valuation.
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Appraisers and umpires 6, And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in making any such valua-
©takeinto considera- , tion as aforesaid, the appraisers or umpires, as the case may be, shall and they are hereb
the apprentice roposed Tequired to take into their consideration the qualities of the apprenticed labourer proposed to
tobedischarged jin order be discharged, as well as his or her skill in any domestic services or employment, or other
tocome to afair valua- Jabour whatsoever, with any other facts or circumstances which, in the opinion of such
tone appraisers or umpire, ought to influence their or his judgment, as to the price to be paid by
The provisions of this such apprenticed labourer for his or her discharge: provided always, that if any husband

clause tobe qualifiedja shall pe desirous, to Purchase the tischar eof his wife, any wife of her husband, or any
\ parent of his or her legitimate child, it s e competent for the said special justice so to

Tackoree purchase the release or qualify the provisions in this clause of the vet contained, underthe circumstances
child, the wifeofher of the case disclosed, as shall be consistent with humanity and justice: provided also, and.
husband or child. be it further enacted, that if at any time before the enrolment of any such valuation, it shall
On proof being made be alleged before the said special justice by the employer (or legal representative of such
that ny eecheread employer)of the apprenticed labourer proposed to discharged, that such apprenticed
as,within 5 years pre- labourer hath within five years next preceding the date of the application made to such
ceding the application, special justice on his or her behalf for such discharge as aforesaid, committed any robbe

committedanytheft“ror theft, the said special justice shall inquire into the truth of such allegation, and if it shall
ryteeuon and ali be made to appear to him, by good and sufficient evidence on oath, that such apprenticed
further proceedingstobe labourer hath within the said term of five years committed any robbery or theft, the said
stayed for the space of special justice shall, and he is required, to make an order for staying such enrolment as
5 yearsfrom the time of sforesaid, and thereupon th d all oth dings for the disch fthe commission of the d, pon the same and all other proceedings for the discharge of any such
theft or robbery. apprenticed labourer shall be stayed until the expiration of the full time of five years from

the time of the commission of any such theft or robbery.

The apprenticed labbour- 7. And be it further enacted, that within three calendar months next after the enrolment
pi arrr the of any such valuation as aforesaid, such apprenticed labourer so to be discharged shall pay,
appraised value tohis under the direction of the said special justice, to the employer or employers, (or legal repre-
employerortothe trea-_ sentative of such employer or employers,) his or her appraised value, taking a receipt in
gurer,asisprovided for writing from such employer or employers, (or legal representative of such employer or
being done the special employers,) for every such payment, or if it shall have appeared that any person hath
justice shall givehis q charge upon or interest in the said apprenticed labourer, and shall have not been a
written certificate of arty to the proceedings had for the purpose of effecting the discharge of such appren-such discharge, which P p £ . purpos g u g . , Pp
shallberecordedinthe ticed labourer, or shall be a minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic, or if the real
office of the registrar of employer of such apprenticed labourer shall be absent from the Colony, and not legally

deeds. represented, or shall not be known, then and in such case, the apprenticed labourer
proposed to be discharged shall pay to the treasurer of the said Island the said appraised
value, taking a receipt in writing from such treasurer for every such payment, and the said
special justice shall, upon production before him of such reeeipt from the employer or
employers, (or legal representative of such employer or employers) of the apprenticed
labourer proposed to be discharged, or from the said treasurer of the said Island, upon appli-
cation to him for that purpose made, make an order for enrolment in 14 days of such receipt,
and the said special justice shall further proceed to declare and adjudge that the apprenticed
labourer by or on behalf of whom such money hath been paid, is discharged, and shall
thereupon give his written certificate to this effect, which may be recorded as all other dis
charges in the office of the record of deeds, and such apprenticed labourer shall therefrom be

Employer receiving the deemed, taken and reputed to be discharged to all intents and purposes : provided always, that
pmeuntofanysuchva- thereputed employer or employers, (or legal representative ofsuch reputed employer or employ-
to answeranyperson ers,) so receiving the appraised value of the services of any such apprenticed labourer, shall
claiming to have any be liable to answer any person having or claiming to have any right or title to or interest in
Yightin the labourers ¢he services of the said apprenticed labourer, to the extent of such sum so received by any such
discharged. reputed employer or employers,(or legal representative ofsuch reputed employer or employers.)

Respecting theamount  g, And it is hereby further enacted, that the money to arise from the discharge of any
ofTee on Pal over apprenticed labourer, and paid as hereinbefore directed to the treasurer of the Island, shall
same is tobe appro. remain in the hands of the said treasurer, and shall bear interest at and after the rate of
priated. 51. per centuni per annum, and His Majesty’s revenue in the said Island shall and is hereby

declared to be pledged and responsible or the due payment of such principal money and
interest, or shall in the discretion of the said special justice, on application to him for that
purpose made, be invested in the purchase, in the name of the said treasurer, of any public
funds or securities of Great Britain or Ireland, and the special justice as aforesaid shall, and
he is hereby authorized, upon application to him for that purpose made, to direct that any
such money be laid out and invested in the purchase of the services of any other apprenticed
labourer or labourers, and the apprenticed labourer or labourers so to be purchased as afore-
said, or in case of no such purchase being made, then this money in the hands of the said
treasurer, and the interest accruing on such money, or the public funds ofGreat Britain and Ire-
land so to be purchased as aforesaid, and thedividends payable thereupon, shall be the property
of the person or persons who was or were the employer or employers, (or legal representa-
tive of such employer or employers,) of such discharged apprenticed labourer, and shall be
subject and liable to all such and the same uses, trusts, limitations, conditions, mortgages,.
claims and demands of what nature or kind soever, as such apprenticed labourer was held
upon, under or subject unto at such time of his, her or their discharge; and the said trea-
surer shall hold the said money, and the interest accruing thereupon, or the said public
funds and dividends, subject to such order as the said special justice may, upon a summary
application of any person interested therein, and upon notice to all other persons interested
therein, or their agents, see fit to make, and such principal sum and interest shall by such
treasurer be paid and disposed of in pursuance of and in obedience to any suchorder.|

9 «
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9. And itis hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any such appraise-
ment as aforesaid shall have been rendered necessary by any difference of opinion between
the apprenticed labourer and the employer or employers (or legal representative of such
employer or employers), respecting the price to be paid by the said apprenticed labourer for
his or her discharge, the expense of such appraisement shall be borne by the apprenticed
labourer, and be added to the amount of the valuation, if such a prenticed labourer shall
be appraised at a sum exceeding or equal to the price demanded y such employer or em-
loyers (or legal representative of such employer or employers), or exceeding the sum

offered by the apprenticed labourer as the price of his or her ischarge, but if the appraised
value of the services of such apprenticed labourer shall be less than the price previouslydemanded by his or her employer or employers (or legal 1 bresentative of such employer
or employers), then the expense of such appraisement’ shall be wholly borne and defrayed
by such employer or employers (or legal representative of such employer or employers),
and in case any such appraisement shall have been rendered necessary by any other cause
than a difference of opinion as to the price to be paid for the discharge of the apprenticed
labourer, the expense of the appraisement shall be equally divided between such apprenticed
labourer, and his or her employer or employers, (or legal representative of such employer or
employers.)

10. And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be
lawful for the said special justice to make and prescribe,and from time to time to make and
alter as occasion may require, such rules and orders (not herein provided for) as may be
necessary for the regular and proper exercise of the jurisdiction hereby in him vested, and
for regulating the proceedingsof all persons who may be parties to, or interested inany
question so depending before him.

11. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any person taking any oath
under and in pursuance of this Act, who shall be convicted of swearing falsely, shall incur
and suffer such punishment as by the law of the Island may be inflicted on any person
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury.

12. And be it enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or explained, by
any other Act or Acts to be passed this session, or during the existence of the present
Assembly.

Passed the Assembly, this 17th day of July 1834.
John Hazell, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 17th day of July 1834.
Thos. Harper, Clerk of Council.

George Henry Burt, Speaker.

Dated at St. Christopher, this 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

John Lyons (1. 8.) Nixon.
 

— No. 34, —
St. Christopher.

AN ACT to-extend to the Island of Anguilla the several Acts passed by the Legislature
of the Island of St. Christopher, pursuant to an Act of Parliament made an assedin the 8d & 4th years of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “An Act for the
Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the
Manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Servicesof such Slaves,” except as hereinafter provided.—(Passed 18th July 1834.)

Wuereas the Legislature of the Island of St. Christopher have in pursuance of the above-mentioned Act of Parliament, made and passed a certain Act, intituled, “ An Act for pre-scribing the Duties and regulating the Conduct of Apprenticed Labourers in this Island ;” acertain other Act, intituled, “ An Act for dividing this Island into Districts, and for esta-blishing a sufficient Police within thesame;” a certain other Act, intituled, “ An Act forprescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Magistrates;” a certain other Act, intituled,“An Act for dividing Apprenticed Labourers into several Classes ;” a certain other Act,intituled, “ An Act to provide for Apprenticed Labourers during the term of their Appren-ticeship ;” a certain other Act, intituled, “An Act to prescribe the Duties to be performed byEmployers towards their Apprenticed Labourers, and to enforce the performance of the same;”
a certain other Act, intituled, “ An Act to punish Apprenticed Labourers for Offences againstthe public welfare ;” a certain other Act, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the removal of pre-
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Preamble.

dial Apprenticed Labourers from one plantation to another, and to establish certain rules to
govern the sale of the services of all classes of Apprenticed Labourers, and thedispositionthereof by Will, as well as to regulate the descent of the same in cases of Intestacy ;” a cer-tain other Act, intituled, “ An Act for the abolition of Slavery in this Island, and for the
establishment of a system of Apprenticeship for a limited time in lieu thereof;” and a certainother Act, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the dissolution of Apprenticeships by the voluntary
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No. 35.

29
willing to purchase his or her discharge from Apprenticeship ;” and it is expedient that all
and singular the clauses and enactments of the said above-mentioned Acts passed by the
Legislature of the said Island of St. Christopher, should.be in full force and effect in the
Island of Anguilla, save and except as hereinafter provided: We, therefore, Your Maj esty’s
most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant-governor of Your Majesty's Islands of St,
Christopher and Anguilla, and the Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island
of St. Christopher, pray Your most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted,

And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, that from and after the passing of this
Act, all and every the enactments, clauses, matters -and things in the said above-mentioned
Acts, and each and every of them contained, to be observed, done and performed, in the said
Islandof St. Christopher, shall be and the same are hereby declared to be in full force and
effect in the said Island of Anguilla, save and except such provisions of the said above-men-
tioned Act, intituled, “ An Act for dividing this Island into Districts, and for establishing
a sufficient Police within the same,” as relate to the dividing the said Island of Anguilla into
a district or districts, the number of policemen to be appointed, and the remuneration to be
paid to such policemen when appointed.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be lawful for the Presi-
dent and Council of the said Island of Anguilla, by and with the consent and approbation of
the Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over the Islands of Antigua, Montserrat,
Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands, and Dominica, or the Lieu-
tenant-governor of the said Islands of St. Christopher and Anguilla, to constitute the said
Island of Anguilla a district, or to divide the said Island of Anguilla into districts, and to
appoint such number of persons to act as policemen within the same, and to allow such remu-
neration to such policemen when appointed, as the local circumstances of the said Island of
Anguilla shall require or admit of, subject nevertheless to the same rules and regulations
enacted and declared in and by the last above-mentioned Act for the governance of the
police in the said Island of St. Christopher.

And be it further enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or explained,
byanyother Act or Acts to be passed this session, or during the existence of the present

ssembly.
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— No. 35. —

Nevis.

AN ACT to provide for the maintenance, protection and good government of Ap-
prenticed Labourers, and to settle the jurisdiction and authority of Special Magistrates.
—(18th July 1834.)

Wuergas by an Act passed in the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, in
the 3d & 4th year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition
of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted
Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,”
it is amongst other things enacted, that from and after the 1st day of August, in the year

of our Lord 1834, slavery shall be utterly and for ever abolished, and declared unlawful
throughout the British colonies, plantations and possessions abroad; and that all persons

who in conformity with the laws now in force in the said Colonies respectively shall have

been duly registered as slaves, and who shall by such registries appear to be on the said Ist
day of August 1834 of the full age of six years or upwards, being actually within any such
Colony, shall be and become apprenticed labourers: And whereas it is expedient and neces-
sary that such apprenticed labourers should be divided into classes, and that dueprovision
be made to secure sufficient maintenance, support and protection to the said apprenticed la-
bourers during the term of their apprenticeship, and that salutary powers to restrain and
punish evil-doers, and to compel the idle and dissolute to labour, be established by law and

vested in the magistrates to be for such purposes specially appointed under the authority of
the hereinbefore recited Act: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects,
the Governor and Commander-in-chief of Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Montserrat,
Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla and the Virgin Islands, and Dominica, and the
Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Nevis, do pray Your most Excellent
Majesty, that it be enacted, and be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same,
that all apprenticed labourers who in their state of slavery were usually employed in the cul-
tivation of the land, or in the manufacture of colonial produce on the lands belonging to

their owners, and who have been registered as attached to such lands, shall be and shall be
termedpredial attached apprenticed labourers; and all apprenticed labourers who in their
state of slavery were usually employed as aforesaid, but have been registered as personal
slaves, and not as attached to any lands or estate belonging to their owners, shall be and

shall be termed predial anattached apprenticed labourers; and all apprenticed labourers who
shall not have been usually employed in works of agriculture, or in the manufacture of colo-
nial produce, whether registered in their state of slavery as attached to lands or aspersonal

slaves,
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slaves, shall be and shall be termed non-predial apprenticed labourers: provided always,
that no person of the age of 12 years or upwards shall be included in either of the two afore-
said classes of preedial apprenticed labourers, unless such person for 12 calendar months at
the least next before the passing of the Act of the Imperial Parliament hereinbefore cited,
shall have been habitually employed in the cultivation of the land, or in the manufacture of
colonial produce.

2. And to the intent that the classification of apprenticed labourers may be definitively and
securely settled and determined, Be it further enacted, that the registrar of slaves shall ex-
tract from the books of registration separate lists or returns of all the slaves appearing by the
said books of registration to. belong to the several owners of slaves in this Island, and shall
deliver such lists.to such owners of slaves, and to the legal representatives of such owners as
shall be absent; and such returns shall contain the names, sexes and ages of such slaves,
made up to the latest period antecedent to the Ist day of August 1834, at which the regis-
tration of slaves by any law now in force or hereafter to be enacted for such purpose may be
legally authorized to be made; anda certificate signed by the registrar, that such return has
been truly extracted from the books of registration, shall to each return be affixed ; and for
such returns the registrar of slaves shall be entitled to and shall receive from the public
funds of this Island the sum of 3007. current money, as soon as the said returns shall all be
completed and filed in his office as hereinafter is provided.

3. And be further enacted, that every owner of slaves and legal representative of any absent
owner shall mark on the list of his slaves delivered to himbythe registrar as is aforesaid,
the names, in the first place, of such slaves as shall on the said ist day of August, in the
year 1834, be under the age of six years, by affixing to each of such names the word
“ Infant ;” and shall then distinguish to which of the three aforesaid classes of apprenticed
labourers the residue of the slaves on such list will belong, by affixing to the name of each
predial attached slave the letters P..A., of each predial unattached slave the letters P. U.,
and of each non-preedial slave the letters N. P.; and at the foot of every such list or return
so marked and distinguished by words and letters as aforesaid, shall be annexed an affidavit,
sworn to by the owner or legal, representative of the owner therein concerned, before any
judge of the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, orany justice of the peace, to the
effect that the distinctions therein made correspond with the condition and occupation usually
appertaining to and pursued by each of the slaves therein referred to, according to the pro-
visions and regulations with regard to the classification of apprenticed labourers as herein-
before established; and every such list or return, when completed in manner aforesaid, shall
be filed in the office of the registrar of slaves, and shall there remain during the continuance
of the apprenticeship of the persons therein enumerated, and shall be open to the inspection
of any person who shall desire to examine the same, at all reasonable hours, without any fee
or reward whatever.

4. And be it further enacted, that if any person whosoever be aggrieved or dissatisfied by
or on account of any matter or thing contained in any return of slaves made as aforesaid, it
shall be lawful at any time antecedent to the 1st day of August, in the year 1836, for such
person to epply by petition to the chief or to any other judge of the Court of King’s Bench
and Common Pleas, setting forth the nature of the grievance complained of; and the judge
to whom any such petition may be preferred is hereby declared to have full power and autho-
rity to summon all persons whom he may deem necessary to appear before him, and to
proceed in a summary way to hear and to decide upon the same, and to order such return
so complained against to be corrected as he may deem meet, and his decision shall be final
and conclusive.

5. And be it further enacted, that if any question shall arise at any time respecting the
class to which any apprenticed labourer shail belong, the return filed in the registrar’s office
as aforesaid, or a certified extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive evidence thereupon,

subject nevertheless to any alteration to be made therein by the authority hereinbefore last
provided.

6. And be it further enacted, that every person for the time being entitled to the services of
any apprenticed labourer, shall supply every such apprenticed labourer weekly with nine pints
of Indian or Guinea corn or beans, or eight pints of pease or wheat, or rye flour or Indian
corn meal, or nine pints of oatmeal, or seven pints of rice, or eight pints of cassava flour or
farine, or eight pounds of biscuit, or 20 pounds of yams or potatoes, or 16 pounds of eddoes
or tanias, or 30 pounds of plantains or bananas, and also one pound and one quarter of
herrings, shads, mackarel or other salted provisions, or two pounds and one half of fresh
fish or other fresh provisions; all which said provisions shall be of good and wholesome
quality, upon pain of incurring a penalty of any sum not exceeding 10s, current money per
week for every apprenticed labourer whom he shall neglect to supply with provisions as afore-
said: provided always, that no penalty shall be recoverable for or on account of any neglect
to supply provisions to any apprenticed labourer as aforesaid, unless complaint of such
neglect shall be made to any magistrate having special jurisdiction therein, within one week
after the time that such provisions ought to have been supplied as aforesaid; provided also,
that it shall and may be lawful for such person entitled for the time being to the services of

any apprenticed labourer to reduce the quantity of provisions hereinbeforementioned to four
fifths in the whole of the quantity hereby required to be given to such apprenticed labourer,
during such time as such apprenticed labourer shall be actually employed in the manufacture
of sugar, ;

7. And whereas from the situation and local circumstances of many estates in this Island,
the owners and directors of such estates may be enabled to allot portions of land to the
apprenticed labourers, sufficient for their support and maintenance; Be it therefore enacted,
278—II. that
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that it shall and may be lawful for any employer of apprenticed labourers to assign to such
apprenticed labourers any piece or pieces ofland in cultivation, at and after the proportion of
one acre to every five apprenticed labourers in his employ, for the purpose of raising provi-
sions for their subsistence, in lieu of any allowance hereinbefore required to be given, ex-
cepting salt or fresh provisions; and for the cultivation of such provision grounds, every
employer is herebyrequired to allow to every apprenticed labourer in his employ nine hours
in every week, to be deducted from any time during which such apprenticed labourers ma
by law be required to labour for the benefit of such emplover. y

8. And be it further enacted, that every person entitled for the time being to the services
of any apprenticed labourer shall supply every such apprenticed labourer yearly with five
yards of woollen cloth and six yards of linen (Osnaburgh), upon pain of incurring a enalty
of any sum not exceeding 21. current money for every such apprenticed labourer whom he
shall neglect to supply yearly with such clothing as aforesaid.

9. And be it further enacted, that if any person entitled for the time being to the services
of any apprenticed labourer shall wilfully omit or neglect to procure proper medical assist-
ance for any apprenticed labourer who, from sickness or any other cause, may stand in need
thereof, or shall wilfully omit or neglect to provide and furnish such apprenticed labourer with
all such food, wine, nourishment and necessaries as the medical practitioner in attendance
shall order or direct, being duly convicted thereof, he shall forfeit and pay for every such
omission or neglect a fine of any sum not exceeding 101. current money.
_ 10. And for the better prevention and punishment of cruelty, injustice, or other wrong or
injury which may be done to or inflicted upon any apprenticed labourer by the person or
persons entitled to his or her services, Be it further enacted, that if any person entitled to
the services of any apprenticed labourer shall whip, beat, confine, imprison or otherwise
maltreat any such apprenticed labourer, being actually employed in his or her service, he or
she so offending, being duly convicted of such offence, shall incur a penalty of any sum not
exceeding 107, current money, or in default of payment thereof shall suffer imprisonment
for any time not exceeding 30 days.

Provided always, that it shall and may be competent for any apprenticed labourer to main-
tain any civil suit or action for damages on account of any such injury or maltreatment, as in
the case of any other free person, instead of preferring his complaint before any magistrate
having jurisdiction therein; provided also, that any such magistrate may abstain from im-

_ posing such penalty as aforesaid if he shall see fit so to do, and in lieu thereof may bind by
recognizance, or if need be, may commit the offender to take his trial for such offence in the
Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas; and if any person shall be convicted in the
Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas of cruelty to any apprenticed labourer, or shall
twice be convicted in the said court of inflicting any corporal punishment, or of making any
assault und battery upon any apprenticed labourer to whose services such person shall be
legally entitled, such apprenticed labourer shall be discharged from his or her apprenticeship
by order of the court Petore which such conviction shall be had.

11. And whereas by the Act hereinbefore cited, it is enacted and declared, that no preedial
apprenticed labourer shall be bound or be liable by virtue of such apprenticeship to perform
any labour in the service of his or her employer for more than 45 hours in the whole in any
one week : *And whereas it is expedient that such employer and apprenticed labourer should be
rendered competent to enter into mutual contracts or agreements, for the purpose of settlin
the method of apportioning the time during which such apprenticed labourer shall berequired
to labour in the service of his employer, into such divisions as may be mutually agreed upon;
Be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any person entitled to the services
of any apprenticed labourer to contract in writing with any such apprenticed labourer re-
specting the distribution of labour in any numberof separate apportionments or subdivisions
which the said parties may mutually agree upon: provided always, that no such contract
shall continue in force or be binding upon the parties entering into the same for a longer
eriod than 14 days, unless approved and signed by a magistrate having special jurisdiction

therein; and if any person entitled to the services of any predial apprenticed labourer shall
compel such predial apprenticed labourer to labour in his service for more than 45 hours in
the whole in any one week, he or she being duly convicted thereof, shall forfeit and pay for
the benefit of such apprenticed labourer for every such offence the sum of 2 s. for every hour
in which such predia apprenticed labourer shall be compelled to labour beyond the time
allowed by law as aforesaid.

12. And be it further enacted, that every married woman, notwithstanding her coverture,
and every child of the age of 12 years and upwards, notwithstanding his infancy, shall be
competent to enter into any contract for extra service or labour for hire; but that no contract
between any employer and any apprenticed labourer for any extra service or labour for hire
shall continue in force for more than one year from the day of the date thereof.

13. And be it further enacted, that if any employer shall neglect or refuse to pay to any
apprenticed labourer in his employ the consideration stipulated for in any contract for extra
service or labour for hire, it shall be competent for any magistrate having special jurisdiction
in the premises, upon complaint made to him by such apprenticed labourer, to investigate
the same, and upon proof of such neglect or refusal such magistrate may award payment of
such consideration; and if such consideration be not fully paid and satisfed within one week
next after such award, it shall be lawful for such magistrate to issue an attachment directed
to the provost-marshal, or his lawful deputy, against the produce, utensils and other chattels
upon such plantation, respecting the cultivation of which such contract had been made,

’ which attachment shall be executed at any season of the year, and the property thereby
levied
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levied shall be sold in like manner as is provided in similar cases with respect to executions
issued out of the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas,

14. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be subjected by his
employer to task work ofany description against his or her consent.

15. And whereas great benefits have frequently been obtained by removing the labourers,
or some of them, from one plantation to another, being the roperty of one and the same
proprietor; Be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any person entitled
to the services of any attached preedial apprenticed labourer or labourers to transfer his or
their services to any other estate or plantation within this Island to such person belonging,
having previously obtained thewrittenconsent and approbation so to do of any one or more
justices of the peace having special jurisdiction therein.

16, And whereas it is necessary that rules should be established for determining the
manner and form in which the voluntary discharge of any apprenticed labourer from such
apprenticeship may be effected, and for prescribing the form and manner in which the pur-

chase, by any such apprenticed labourer, of his discharge from such apprenticeship, without,
or if necessary, in opposition to the consent of the person entitled to his services, shall also
be effected; Be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any appren-
ticed labourer, or for any other person on his behalf, to purchase his discharge from such
apprenticeship, for such sum of money or other consideration as may be agreed upon between
such apprenticed labourer, or any person on his behalf, and the person entitled for the time
being to the services of such apprenticed labourer: provided nevertheless, that if any person
discharged from any such apprenticeship, by any such voluntary act as aforesaid, shall at
that time be of the age of 50 years or upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such
disease, or mental orbodily infirmity, as may render him or her incapable of earning his or
her subsistence, then and in every such case the person or persons so discharging any such
apprenticed labourer as aforesaid shall continue and be liable to provide for the support and
maintenance of such apprenticed labourer during the remaining term ofsuch original appren-
ticeship, as fully as if such apprenticed labourer had not beendischarged therefrom; but ifit
shall happen that the person or persons entitled to the services of suc apprenticed labourer
shall be unwilling to grant such discharge from apprenticeship as aforesaid for the consider-
ation in that behalf proposed, or if such person or persons, or any of them, shall be a minor,
or married woman, or idiot, or lunatic, or shall be under any legal or other disability, or shall be
absent from this Island without having a lawful and authorized representative therein, or cannot
be found or known, or ifany suit or action shall be depending in any court, either in this Island
or elsewhere, touching the right or title to the services of such apprenticed labourer, then and
in every such case it shall and may be lawful for such apprenticed labourer to appoint one
appraiser on his part, and for the person entitled to the services ofsuch apprenticed labourer,
orhaving the immediate direction and control of such apprenticed labourer, as the case may
be, to appoint one other appraiser on hispart, which two appraisers shall determine the
rice to be paid for the full discharge of such apprenticed labourer from his apprenticeship;

Bat if the appraisers so appointed shall not agree in their determination respecting the price
to be paid by or on account of such apprenticed labourer for his discharge from apprentice-
ship as aforesaid, the said appraisers shall refer the whole matter in difference to an umpire
to be by them chosen, and the determination of such umpire shallinall respects be final and
conclusive upon all parties concerned therein; and in all cases where the person or persons
entitled, or claiming to be entitled, to the services of any such apprenticed labourers, shall
be subject to any of the disabilities hereinbefore mentioned, or shall be absent from this
Island without having a lawful and authorized representative therein, or cannot be found or
known, it shall and may be lawful for such apprenticed labourer to pay the money so
assessed as the value of his discharge from apprenticeship by the appraisers or umpire, as
the case may be, into the hands of the treasurer of this Island, or his lawful deputy, which
money shall remain and be a len in the public revenues of this Island, for the benefit of
such person or persons, his or their heirs, executors, administrators or. assigns, who may be
or may become legally or equitably entitled thereto; and upon the payment of such money
by such apprenticed labourer to the treasurer, or his lawful deputy as aforesaid, the appren-
ticeship of such apprenticed labourer shall immediately cease and determine.

17. And to the intent that no doubt or difficulty may arise respecting the proof or vali-
dity of the discharge ofany apprenticed labourer from his apprenticeship, after such discharge
shall have been purchased as aforesaid; Be it further enacted, that any receipt or other
document in writing which shall contain sufficient words of acknowledgment by theperson
or persons whose signature or signatures shall be affixed thereto (being by law entitled to
grant such discharge), by which it shall appear that the money therein mentioned had been
paid as the purchase money for the discharge of such apprenticed labourer asshallbetherein
named from his apprenticeship, or words to the tenor and effect thereof (which receipt or
document the grantor of such discharge is hereby required to execute and deliver to the pa
thereby discharged), shall be deemed and taken to be sufficient proof of such discharge, and
such discharge shall to allintents and purposes be valid and effectual in the law.

18, And be it further enacted, that if any person shall falselypretend to grant to any ap-
prenticed labourer his or her discharge from-apprenticeship, not being legally entitled ‘so to

' do, and under colour of such pretended discharge shall receive from any person whomsoever
any money or other valuable consideration for or on account thereof, such person so falsely
pretending as aforesaid is hereby declated to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be in-
dicted for the same in the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas in this Island, and
being duly convicted thereof, shall suffer such punishment by fine not exceeding 100. cur-
278—IT. rent
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rent money, or by imprisonment for any time not exteeding six calendar months, or both, ag
the court shall deem it proper to inflict ; and no punishment inflicted by the said court shall
be a bar to any action or suit which may be commenced by any person aggrieved by reason
of the premises, or shall be considered a mitigation of any damages which may be recovered
by law for or on account of such trespass or injury.

19. And be it further enacted, that the right or interest of any person to and in the ser-
vices of.any predial attached apprenticed labourer, shall pass and be transferable by bargain
and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent, in all respects according to the rules
and subject to the forms and ceremonies of the law which are necessary in this Island to
pass or transfer real estate ; and such right or interest to and in the services of any predial
unattached apprenticed labourer, or ofany non-predial apprenticed labourer, shall pass and
be transferable by the means and in the manner aforesaid, in all respects according to the
rules, and subject to the forms and ceremonies of the law which are necessary in this Island
to pass or transfer personal estate.

20. And whereas it is necessary for the preservation of peace in this Island, that proper
regulations should be framed and established for the maintenance of order and good disci-
pline amongst the apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring the punctual and regular discharge
of their duty; Be it therefore enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall omit or refuse
to perform any work or labour which he may be lawfully required by his employer, or by
the sentence of any magistrate having special jurisdiction in such case, to do, or shall be
guilty of wilful negligence or waste in performing the same, or shall wilfully andmaliciously

estroy or injure any goods or property of his employer, whether committed to his charge
or otherwise, or shall commit any wilful breach of trust in regard to such goods or property,
or shall wilfully ill use or kill the cattle or other live stock belonging to his employer, or
shall neglect or refuse to obey the lawful commands of any person lawfully in authority over
him, or shall use insolent language or demeanour to or against such person, or shall be guilty
of tumultuous or disorderly conduct on the estate or plantation to which he may be attached
or on which he may usually reside, or shall neglect or refuse to perform and fulfil any con-
tract for any hired service with the person entitled for the time being to his service, or shall
wilfully abscond from his employer’s service during any part of the time in which he may
be bound to labour for his employer by virtue of his apprenticeship, such apprenticed la-.
bourer, being duly convicted of any such offence, shall be liable to be imprisoned for any
time not exceeding one calendar month: provided always, that when any apprenticed la-
bourer shall wilfully and without any reasonable cause abscond from his employer’s service,
during any part of the time in which he may be bound to labour for his employer by virtue
of his apprenticeship, such apprenticed labourer, in lieu of being sentenced to suffer impri-
sonment, may be compelled, at the discretion ofthe convicting magistrate, either to serve his
employer two extra hours for every hour in which he shall have absented himself as afore-
said, provided that such extra hours shall not exceed 15 in the whole in any one week, or
for so long a time after the expiration of his apprenticeship as he shall have so absented him-
self from such service, or may be compelled to make satisfaction to his employer for the loss
sustained by such absence, but nevertheless, so that such extra service or satisfaction shall
not be compellable after the expiration of seven years next after the termination of the
apprenticeship of such apprenticed labourer.

21, And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer, being in good health and
able to work, and being the father of a child under the age of 12 years, not being an ap-
renticed labourer, shall not make adequate provision for the subsistence of such child, it

shall be lawful for any magistrate having special jurisdiction therein, to adjudge and sentence
any such apprenticed labourer to hard labour on any public works, or such magistrate may
hire any such apprenticed labourer on the best terms which can be procured, to labour in
extra hours for any person who may be willing to contract for the same: provided always,
that in case such child so unprovided for as aforesaid shall have no father living, the mother
of such child, if alive and competent by her labour to provide for the maintenance of such
child, shall be liable to be sentenced to such compulsory labour as aforesaid ; provided
also, that such compulsory labour shall not be continued longer than may be necessary to.
rovide for the maintenance of such child for one month in advance.
22. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall without lawful

authority enter upon and take possession of any land belonging to any other person, it shall
and may be lawful for any magistrate having special jurisdiction therein, to dispossess and
eject such apprenticed labourer from such land, and to cause the same with all crops grow-
ing thereupon, and all buildings thereon erected, to be delivered up to the owner of such
land, and may further adjudge such apprenticed labourer to suffer imprisonment for any
time not exceeding three calendar months, if it shall appear to the satisfaction of such
magistrate that such apprenticed labourer had wrongfully and fraudulently taken such
pessession.

23. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall depart or attempt
to depart from this Island without a passport under the hand of the Governor or the officer
administering the government of this Island for the time being, which passport shall not be
granted except with the consent in writing of the employer of such apprenticed labourer,
such apprenticed labourer shall be liable to suffer imprisonment for any time not exceeding
six calendar months: provided always, that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or
taken to prevent any non-predial apprenticed labourer, who shall be truly a domestic ser-
vant, or an attendant upon the person of his employer, or of any part of his family, from
departing from this Island in attendance upon or in the same ship or vessel with his said

employer,.
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employer, or any part of his family, without any passport or other written authority
whatsoever.

24. And be it further enacted, that if any person shall carry away or assist to carry
away any apprenticed labourer from this Colony in any boat or vessel, without a passport,
except in such cases as hereinbefore is excepted, such person so offending is hereby de-
clared to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be indicted for the same in the Court of
King’s Bench and Common Pleas, as for an offence against this Act, and being duly con-
victed thereof, shall be liable to a penalty to our Sovereign Lord the King, in any sum nct
exceeding 100/., or to be imprisoned for any time not exceeding six months, or to both, at
the discretion of the court.

25. And be it further enacted, that if any three or more apprenticed labourers shall be
engaged in 2 combined and open resistance to the lawful commands of their employer, such
apprenticed labourers shall be deemed to be guilty of an unlawful conspiracy, and being
duly convicted thereof, shall be adjudged to be imprisoned for any period not exceeding six
calendar months.

26. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be compelled by virtue
of any law in force in this Island to serve in the militia, or to be a juror on any trial had in
any of the courts ofjustice in this Island, during the term of his apprenticeship.

27. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be arrested or impri-
soned for debt under or by authority of any legal process whatsoever.

28. And whereas by the Act of the Imperial Parliament hereinbefore cited, His Majesty
is authorized and empowered to appoint, by one or more special commission or commissions,
one or more person or persons to be a justice or justices of the peace for this Island, for the
special purpose of giving effect to the aforesaid Act of the Imperial Parliament, and to such
Acts as may be passed by the Legislature of this Island, for giving more complete effect
thereto: And whereas it is expedient that the jurisdiction and duties of such special
justice or justices should be accurately settled and defined by law; Be it therefore enacted,
that such justice or justices so appointed by special commission or commissions as aforesaid,
but not any justice or justices appointed by the general commission of the peace or other-
wise, shall have full power and authority to hear and determine, according to the provisions
of this or of any other Act for such purpose to be enacted, all such complaints, charges and
offences as are hereinbefore mentioned and recited, which may be made by any apprenticed
labourer against the person or persons entitled by law for the time being to his or her services,
or by any such person or persons so entitled to such services against any apprenticed la-
bourer who may be actually in his or heremploy, and to give judgment thereupon, and shall
have power to compel the attendance of witnesses and persons charged with any such offence
of which such justice is or shall hereafter be authorized by law to take cognizance, and may
punish for contempts, and may cause the execution of his or their judgments to be done by
such ways and means, and by such legal process, as justices of the peace, in the ordinary
and accustomed execution of their office, are authorized by law to use and employ in
similar cases.

29. And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any justice having
special jurisdiction under this Act, to visit any plantation at any time by day, and to inspect
the apprenticed labourers thereon resident whensoever he may think proper.

30. And for the better protection of such special justice or justices in executing the
duties of his or their office, Be it further enacted, that an Act passed by the Captain-general,
the Council and Assembly of this Island, in the 60th year of the reign of his late Majesty
George the Third, intituled “ An Act for rendering Justices more safe in the execution o
their Office, and for indemnifying Constables and others acting in obedience to their war-
rants,” shall be and is hereby declared to be in force with relation to such justice or justices
80 specially appointed as aforesaid, and to all acts done or performed by him or them, and
to all constables or other peace officers acting under or by virtue of the authority of such
justice or justices, as fully and effectually as if such justice or justices had been named
in the said Act, and had been appointed as justices by virtue of the géneral commission of
the peace. .

31. And be it further enacted, that if any charge or complaint shall be made before any
magistrate having special jurisdiction therein,by any employer against any apprenticed
labourer in his employ, or by any apprenticed labourer against his employer, which charge
or complaint shall prove in the judgment of such magistrate to be frivolous and vexatious,
it shall and may be lawful for such magistrate to adjudge the party making such frivolous
and vexatious complaint, if an apprenticed labourer, to work in the service of his employer
for any extra time or times not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in any one week; or if the
employer of any apprenticed labourer be the complainant, such magistrate may adjudge such
employer to the payment of a penalty in any sum not exceeding 10/. current money to the
use of the apprenticed labourer against whom he shall have made such frivolous and vex-
atious complaint; and if any charge or complaint which shall be made as aforesaid shall
prove to be malicious, it shall and may be lawful for the magistrate before whom such
charge or complaint shall have been brought, to adjudge the complainant, if an apprenticed
labourer, to suffer imprisonment for any time not exceeding one calendar month; or if the ©
complainant be the employer, to the payment of a penalty of any sum not exceeding 401.
current money, to the use of the apprenticed labourer against whom he shall have made such
malicious charge or complaint. . ;

32. And be it further enacted, that every penalty and forfeiture incurred by virtue of this
Act shall be levied and recovered (except in such cases as hereinbefore is excepted) in a
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summary manner by a warrant directed to the provost-marshal, or his lawful deputy, and
issued under the hand and seal of any justice who shall be duly and speciallyauthorized as
hereinbefore is provided, to hear and determine offences against this Act; and suchwarrant
shall be executed, and the property thereby taken in execution shall be sold, according to
the form and manner, andsubject to the rules and regulations which are now in force
respecting proceedings had under writs of execution issuing out of the Court of King’s
Bench and Common Pleas, except that property may be taken in execution and sold by
mene of any process which shall issue under the authority of this Act, at any season of

e year.
33. And be it further enacted, that when any person shall be convicted of any misde-

meanor or other offence punishable under this Act, for which imprisonment may be b
this Act awarded, it shall be lawful for the court or justice having jurisdiction therein, to
sentence the offender to be imprisoned or to be imprisoned and kept to hard labour, and if
@ male, to be once, twice, or thrice whipped with any number of stripes not exceeding 30 in
each whipping, in addition to such imprisonment, and if a female, to be once, or twice, or
thrice confined in the stocks for any number of hours not exceeding eight in each confine-
ment, in addition to such imprisonment; and also to direct that theoffender shall be kept
in solitary confinement for the whole or any portion or portions of such imprisonment, or
of such imprisonment with hard labour. ,

34. And be it further enacted, that wherever words have been used in this Act, or in any
Act which is now in force, or which may hereafter be enacted, importing the singular num-
ber or the masculine gender only, yet this or any other Act shall be understood to include
several matters as well as one matter, and several persons as well as one person, and
females as well as males, unless it be otherwise specially provided, or there be something in
the subject or context repugnant to such construction. -

36. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall take effect aad come into operation on
the 1st day of August, in the year of our Lord 1834.

Dated at — this day of » in the fourth year of the reign
of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and in the year of our Lord
1834.

Passed the Assembly, this 23d day of January 1834.
Josiah Nicholson, Pro, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Board of Council, this 23d day of January, in the year of our Lord 1834,
S. T. Pemberton, Deputy Secretary, Kc.

George Webbe, Speaker.
Published 18th July 1834. Js. Daniell.
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AN ACT to establish a Local Constabulary Force on the several Plantations in this Island.
(31st July 1834.)

WueErEas it is expedient that means should be taken to preserve peace and good order on
the several plantations in this Island, by a constabulary force established and resident on the
said plantations: Be it therefore enacted, by his Honor James Daniell, esquire, President,
administering the government of this Island, and by the Council and Assembly of the same,
that it shall and may be lawful for the proprietor or director of any plantation in this Island
on which any body of labourers shall be settled, either as apprentices or otherwise, to appoint
as local constables such of the said labourers, not exceeding two for every 100, as he
shall think most trustworthy and eligible for such office; and such local constables shall be
sworn by any judge or justice of peace to the due and faithful discharge of their duty, and
shall be responsible for the tranquillity and good order of the plantation for which they shall
respectively be appointed by the proprietor or director thereof, and shall be removable for
misconduct or neglect, and shall moreover have power to act in all cases as ordinary and
general constables; and each of the said local constables shall receive the same fees for
the performance of his duties which other constables are by law entitled to, or may be enti-
tled to receive, and shall also be supplied once in every year, at the public expense, with a
uniform jacket ofgreen cloth, with scarlet collar and cuffs, and a black glazed hat. .
And be it further enacted, that every proprietor or director of a plantation shall from time

to time return into the secretary’s office a list of the names of such persons whom he shall
appoint to be local constables, in manner aforesaid, on the plantation or estate belonging to
him or under his control; and the secretary of this Island is hereby required to prepare from
such returns a general list of such local constables, specifying the plantations to which they
shall be respectively attached, and shall keep the same at all times suspended publicly in his
office, upon pain of incurring a penalty of 5/. for neglecting so to do, which penalty shall be
recovered in a summary manner before any two magistrates; and no local constable shall

And
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And be it further enacted, that if any proprietor or director of any plantation shall omit’
or refuse to appoint and return such local constables in manner aforesaid, before the expira-
tion of one week from and after the passing and publication of this Act, he shall incur a
penalty for such his omission or neglect of 502. current money, to be recovered by a warrant
under the hands of any two magistrates, directed to the provost-marshal or his lawful deputy,
requiring him to levy the same on the goods and chattels of the person in such case offen -
ing, two thirds of which penalty shall be paid into the public treasury for the public uses of
this Island, and one third to the person who shall inform and sue for the same.
And be it further enacted, that this Act shall continue in force for the space of three years

from and after the passing and publication thereof, and from thence until the expiration of
the then sitting House of Assem iy

Dated at Nevis, this 2d day of August, in the year of our Lord 1834.
Passed the Assembly, the 18th day of July 1834.

S. A. Rawlins, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Board of Council, this 31st dayof July 1834.
Thomas Slater, Secretary and Clerk of the Council.

George Webbe, Speaker.

Published this day, 2d August 1834.
Walter Maynard, Deputy Provost Marshal.

James (1. 8.) Daniell,
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AN ACT for regulating the division of Apprenticed Labourers into their respective
Classes, and for providing for the dissolution of the Apprenticeship by Contract or
otherwise.

Wuereas by an Act made and passed in the 3d & 4th years of His present Majesty
King William the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for the abolition of Slavery throughout the
British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and for compen-
sating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” it is amongst other
things enacted, that from and after the Ist day of August 1834, all persons who, in conformity
to the laws now in force in the said Colonies respectively, shall, on or before the 1st day of
August 1834, have been duly registered as slaves in any such Colony, and who on the 1st
day of August 1834 shall be actually within such Colony, and who shall by such registry
appear to be on the said 1st day of ugust 1834 of the all age of six years or upwards,
shall, by force and virtue of the above-recited Act,and without the previous execution of
any indenture of apprenticeship, or any other deed or instrumentfor that purpose, become
and be apprenticed labourers: provided, that for the purposes aforesaid every slave engaged
in his ordinary occupation on the seas shall be deeme and taken to be within the Colony to
which such slaves shall belong, and that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of such
apprenticed labourer such person or persons shall be entitled to the services of such appren-
ticed labourer as would for the time being have been entitled to his or her services as a slave
if such recited Act had not been made: And whereas by the 16th section of the said before-
recited Act, it is amongst other things declared necessary, thatvarious rules and regulations
should be enacted for ascertaining, with reference to each apprenticed labourer within the said
Colonies respectively, whether he or she belongs to the class of attached predial appren-
ticed labourers, or to the class of unattached apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-
predial apprenticed labourers; and for determining the manner and form in which, and the
solemnities with which the discharging of any apprenticed labourer from such his or her
apprenticeship, may be effected, either with or without, or in opposition, if necessary, to the
consent of the person entitled to his or her services, and how the necessary appraisement of
the future value of such services shall be made, and how and to whom the amount of such
appraisement shall in each case be paid andapplied, and in what manner and form, and to
whom the discharge from any such apprenticeship shall thereupon be given, executed’ and
recorded : We, therefore, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief of Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Christo-
pher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica, and in his absence, the chief officer
administering the government of the said Virgin Islands, and the Council and Assembly of
these Your Majesty’s Virgin Islands, do humbly pray Your most Excellent Majesty that it
may be enacted and ordained,

And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that
all persons who by virtue of the above-recited Act are about to become apprenticed
labourers shall be divided into three distinct classes; the first of such classes consisting of
predial apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their
state of slavery were usuall employed in agriculture, or im the manufacture of colonial
produce or otherwise, upon lands belonging to their owners; the second, to preedial appren-
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ticed labourers not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of slayer
were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce or otherwise
upon lands not belonging to their owners ; and the third of such classes consisting ofnon-preedial
apprenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers not included within either
of the two preceding classes: provided always, that no person of the age of 12 years shall
be included in either of the said two classes of predial apprenticed labourers, unless such
person shall, for 12 calendar months previous to the 28th day of August 1833, have been
usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or in theper-
formance of any other work or labour necessary to be done or performed, or connected with
the business of any estate or plantation, whether as mechanics, boatmen, watchmen, mes-
sengers, stock-keepers, or otherwise.

And be it further enacted, that in order to designate and make it appear with certainty
to what particular class each such apprenticed labourer doth actually belong, that previously
to the ist day of August 1834, every owner or possessor of any slave or slaves within the
Virgin Islands, or some person authorized in his, her or their behalf, shall make a return to
the assistant commissioners appointed by virtue of the said Act of Parliament of all such
slaves, mentioning in separate columns in each such return the name or names of the owner
or owners, the names, ages, or reputed ages, and usual occupations of all such slaves, which
return shall be headed “ Return of Slaves belonging to, or in the possession of, 4. B,,
this day of 1834:” and each person making any such return shall be swom
by any one of the said commissioners to an affidavit to be thereunder written, in the followin
words: “I, A. B., do solemnly swear, that the return now by me made is just and true,and
the distinctions correspond with the occupations usually pursued by each of the slaves con-
tained therein for 12 calendar months next preceding the 28th day of August 1833. So
help me God.” Which return shall be delivered to the said commissioners; and that the
commissioners before whom such affidavit shall be sworn to shall, at the time of swearing,
certify a counterpart of such return and affidavit to be produced to him by the person.makin
the same to be a true and correct copy, which copy shall on or before the said 1st day of
August 1834 be delivered to one of the special justices of these Islands, to be by him kept,
and produced, when necessarily required, before any lawful tribunal in these Islands.

And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful, at any time before the expira-
tion of the term mentioned in the before-recited statute of the 3d & 4th William the Fourth,
for the duration of the apprenticeship, for the person or persons entitled to the services of
such apprenticed labourer, to discharge him, her or them from such apprenticeship : provided
always, that such discharge shall be in writing, and signed in the presence of two competent
witnesses, and such deed shall, either at the instance of the employer or apprentice, be
recorded in the secretary’s office in these Islands; and after such discharge shall be so
recorded, the employer or apprentice shall be relieved from all responsibility that by law
might or did exist between, or in relation to, any or either of them previously to the recording
of such discharge or release.

And be it further enacted, that if any person so discharged from such apprenticeship by
any such voluntary act as aforesaid, shall -at that time be of the age of 50 years or upwards,
or shall be then labouring under any disease, or mental or bodily infirmity, as may render
him or her incapable of earning his or her subsistence, then and in such case the person or
persons so discharging any such apprenticed labourer shall be liable to provide for the sup-
port and maintenance of such apprenticed labourer during the remaining term of such ori-

ginal apprenticeship, as fully as if such apprenticed labourer had not been discharged
therefrom.

And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any such apprenticed labourer
to purchase his or her discharge from such apprenticeship without consent, or in opposition,
if necessary, to the will of the person or persons entitled to his or her services, upon payment
to such person or persons of the appraised value of such services, which appraisement shall
be effected, andwhich purchase-money shall be paid and applied, and which discharge shall
be given and executed in such manner and form, and upon and subject to the conditions as
shall be hereinafter prescribed.

And, to provide for the discharge of such apprentice, where the employer of such appren-
tice may be unable or unwilling to contract for such discharge, Be it further enacted, that

where the employer of such apprentice, or any person or persons representing such employer,

or the heirs or executors of such employer, or assigns of such employer having possession of

such apprentice, shall refuse to contract with or effect the discharge ofsuch apprentice or
apprentices, upon tender to him made of the full value of the future services of such appren-

tice or apprentices, in good current gold and silver money of these Islands; or shall, by reason

of any mortgage or settlement, or lease or charge upon or interest in the labour of such

apprentice or apprentices being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to effect a
valid discharge; or if the employer, or any person having an interest in the labour of such
apprentice or apprentices, be a minor or married woman, lunatic or idiot; or if the employer
of such apprentice shall be absent from these Islands without having any attorney or repre-
sentative, or shall not be known; or if any suit or action shall be depending in any court 0
these Islands, wherein the title to the labour ofthe said apprentice, or the nght to his or her

services shall or may be in controversy ; or where such employer, by means of any entry of

actions or judgment obtained against him, may be debarred by law from disposing of any
person
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personal property, in all or any such cases the special justice of the district to which the
said apprentice or apprentices shall be attached, upon application to him made by such
apprentice or apprentices, shall cause the employer, reputed employer or possessor of such
apprentice or apprentices, to be summoned to appear before him, producing the said appren-
tice or apprentices, at any time being not less than 10 days from the time of such summons,
and then and there to show cause wherefore he refused to accept value for the said apprentice
or apprentices, and discharge him, her or them accordingly.

And be it further enacted, that if the employer, reputed employer or possessor of such
apprentice or apprentices, shall appear and show, to the satisfaction of the said justice, by
means of one or more credible witness or witnesses, that the said apprentice wishing to pur-
chase his or her discharge, has or had, at any time since his or her said apprenticeship, been
guilty of any theft, larceny, or any crime or felony, or being knowingly, wilfully or wittingly
the receiver of any stolen goods, or that the money to be paid by such apprentice as the
price of his or her discharge, or any part thereof, was or has been dishonestly or fraudulently
acquired, or if it shall be proven that the said apprentice has run away or absented himself
or herself from the services of his or her employer or possessor for upwards of 20 days at
one or several times during his or her said apprenticeship, or have been convicted of harbour-
ing any other runaway apprentice, then in all or any such caseor cases, it shall be incum-
bent on such special justice to stay further proceedings, and enter the same in his journal,
which entry shall debar all further proceedings for the compulsory discharge of such appren-
tice or apprentices,

And be it further enacted, that in case any employer, or other person having any interest in
the labour of such apprentice, shall be unwilling to effect his or her discharge, or shall by
reason of any mortgage or settlement, or lease or charge upon or interest in the labour of
such apprentice being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to execute a valid
and effectual discharge of such apprentice; or if the employer, or any other person having
charge upon or interest in the labour of such apprentice, shall be a minor or married woman,
or idiot or lunatic, or shall be absent frbm these Islands, or shall not be known; or if an
suit or action shall be depending in any court of justice in these Islands, wherein the right
to the services of such apprentice may be in controversy; or if the employer of any such
apprentice shall demand as a price for his or her discharge a greater sum of money than may
appear to the said special justice to be the fair and just value of his or her future services,
then and in each and every case as aforesaid the chiefjustice of the Court of Common Pleas,
on application to him for that purpose made by such special justice, shall issue a summons
under his hand and seal, requiring the employer or possessor of such apprentice to appear
before him by themselves or their agents, at some convenient time and place to be in such
such summons for that purpose appointed; and notice shall be published by the said special
justice, by affixing the same to the court-house door of the time and place appointed for the
purpose aforesaid; and in such notice all persons having or claiming to have any title or
interest to the labour of such apprentice proposed to be discharged, either in their own
right or as the agents, guardians, attorney, trustees or representative of any other person,
shall be required to attend and prefer such claim.

And be it further enacted, that at the time appointed for such meeting as aforesaid, the
said chief justice, in the presence of such special justice, and also in the presence of the
employer, if the apprentice so proposed to be discharged, or his agent or manager, or upon
proof being made to him upon oath of the due publication of such notice as aforesaid, then,
if necessary, in the absence of such employer, or his agent or manager, shall proceed to
hear, in a summary way, what may be alleged by the said special justice, or by the employer
or his agent or manager, or other person claiming interest im the labour of the said appren-
tice so proposed to be discharged, and attending in pursuance of any such notice; and in
case the said parties, or anyof them, shall refuse to effect such discharge at a price approved
by such special justice, or in case it shall be made to appear to the said chief justice that
a valid and legal discharge of such apprentice cannot be effected by private contract, or that
the employer or person entitled to the services of such apprentice, or any person having any
charge upon or interest therein, is a minor or married woman, or idiot or lunatic, or is absent
from these Islands, or cannot be found, or that any action is depending in any court of jus-
tice in these Islands, wherein the title to the future services of such apprentice is in contro-
versy, then and in every such case the chief justice shall require the said special justice,
and the employer or person representing such employer, if attending in purguance to notice,
each to nominate an appraiser of the value of the future services of such apprentice, and
such chief justice shall nominate an umpire between such appraisers; but if such employer,
or his or her representative, shall fail to attend, or attending shall refuse or omit to nominate
an appraiser, then the said chief justice shall not only nominate such umpire as aforesaid,
but shall also nominate an appraiser in behalf of such owner or manager.

And be it further enacted, that the appraisers to be nominated as aforesaid shall be duly
sworn by and before the said chief justice to make a fair and impartial appraisement of the
future services of such apprentice, taking into their consideration the qualities of the appren-
tice so proposed to be discharged, as well as his or her skill in any trade, domestic service or
employment, or other labour whatsoever, with any other facts which, in the opinion of such
appraisers, ought to influence them, or either of them, in their judgment, and within four
days after such their appointment such appraisers shall make a joint valuation to the said
chief justice under their hands and seals; and in case such joint certificate shall not be
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so made and delivered to the said chief justice within the said four days, then the said
umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid, shall, within the next succeeding four days

cersify the valuation of the said future services of such apprentice to the said chief justice«
and the valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers, or, on
their default, by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered and
enrolled amongst the records of the said Court of Common Pleas of these Islands: provided
nevertheless, that if the amount of such valuation shall not be paid in manner hereinafter
mentioned, within 10 days next after the enrolment thereof, such enrolment shall be can-
celled; and it shall not be lawful for such apprentice, or for the said special justice in
behalf of such apprentice, again to institute proceedings as before mentioned for his or her
discharge.

And be it further enacted, that upon or within 12 days from the date of such enrolment
of the valuation aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the said special justice, out of the monies
supplied to him for that purpose by the apprentice proposed to be discharged, to pay the
employer or person entitled to receive the same the appraised value of the services of such
apprentice, taking a receipt in writing from such employer or other person entitled to receive
the same; and the chiefjustice shall, upon application to him made by such special justice,
make an order for the enrolment of the said receipt in the records of the Court of Common
Pleas; and the said chief justice shall by such order further proceed to declare and adjudge
that the apprentice by or in behalf of whom such money hath been paid is discharged, and
such apprentice shall be deemed free and exonerated from all claims upon him‘by or in
behalf of such employer or employers, for or in behalf or in virtue of his former appren-
ticeship: provided always, that when the person entitled to the services of such apprentice
shall be absent from these Islands, and having no legal attorney or representative therein,
or shall not be known, or if any suit or action shall be depending in any court of justice for
these Islands, wherein the right to his or her future services may be in controversy, or where
the person entitled to receive the same shall refuse to give the necessary receipt, then and
in all such cases it shall be, lawful for the said special justice to pay the said appraised
value into the public treasury of these Islands; and the treasurer's receipt for the same
shall be sufficient for the purpose herein intended and provided; and the said treasurer shall
hold the said money, subject to such order as the chief justice of the Court of Common
Pleas for these Islands may, upon a summary application of any person interested therein, or
their agents, see fit to make; and such money shall by such treasurer be paid and disposed
of in pursuance of and in obedience to any such order.

And be it further enacted, that the Council and Assembly for these Islands shall establish
a moderate and reasonable table of fees and expenses to be paid and secured in the proceed-
ings, for the compulsory discharge of any such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that if any such appraisement as aforesaid shall have been
rendered necessary by any difference of opinion between such special justice and the em-
ployer or employers, or his, or her, or their agent or agents, respecting the price to be paid
for the apprentice proposed to be discharged, the expense of such appraisement shall be
borne by such apprentice, and be added to the amount of the valuation if the services of
such apprentice shall be appraised at a sum exceeding or equal to the price demanded b
such employer or his agent, or exceeding the sum offered by such apprentice, or by such
special justice in his or her behalf, as the price of his or her discharge; but in case the
appraised value shall be less than the price previously demanded by his or her employer, or
the agent of such employer, then the expense of such appraisement shall be wholly borne by
such employer ; and in case any such appraisement should have been rendered necessary
by any other cause than a difference of opinion as to the price to be paid for the discharge
of such apprentice, the expense of such appraisement shall be equally divided between such
apprentice and his or her employer or employers.

And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the chiefjustice of the Court
of Common Pleas to make and prescribe, and from time to time revoke and alter, as occasion
tay require, all such rules and orders as may and shall be necessary for the regular and
proper exercise of the jurisdiction hereby in him vested, and for regulating the proceedings
of all persons who may be parties to, or interested in, any question so depending before him.

And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be deemed, taken and received as a general
Act, and all persons to take notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Dated at Tortola, the 19th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the fifth year
of the reign of His Majesty King William the Fourth.

Passed the Assembly, this 11th day of April 1834,
Thomas Wm. Crooke, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 11th day of April 1834.
By command, Richard King, Clerk of Council.

Thomas Marsh, Speaker.

(signed) Wm. Roger Isaacs, President.
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AN ACT prescribing the Duties ofApprenticed Labourers and Employers respectively,
and imposing Penalties for the non-performance thereof, and providing other Regulations

for the maintenance of Good Order.

Wuereas by an Act made and passed in the 3d & 4th years of His present Majesty

King William the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the

British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and for compen-

sating the Persons hitherto entitled to the ervices of such Slaves,” it is amongst other

things enacted, that from and after the ist day of August 1834, all persons who, in con-

formity to the laws now in force in the said Colonies respectively, shall, on or before the 1st

day of August 1834, have been duly registered as slaves in any such Colony, shall by force

and virtue of the above-recited Act, and without the previous execution of any indentureof

apprenticeship, or other deed or instrument for that purpose, become and be apprenticed

labourers; and by the second section of the said recited Act it is provided, that during the

continuance of the apprenticeship of such apprenticed labourer, such person or persons shall

be entitled to the services of such apprenticed labourer as would for the time being have

been entitled to his or her services as a slave if such recited Act had not been made:

And whereas by the 16th section of said before-recited Act it hath been submitted,

amongst other things, to the several and respective Colonial Legislatures to frame, conform-

ably with the said Act, certain laws and regulations intended for the maintenance of order

and good discipline amongst the said apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring the punctual

discharge of the services due by them to their respective employers, and for the prevention

and punishment of indolence or neglect, or improper performance of work by any such

apprenticed labourer, and for enforcing the due performance, by any such apprenticed

labourer, of any contract into which he or she may voluntarily enter for any hired services

during the time in which he or she may not be bound to labour for his or her employer, and

for the prevention and punishment of insolence and insubordination on the part of any such

apprenticed labourers towards their employers, and for the prevention an punishment of

vagrancy, or of any conduct on the part of such apprenticed labourer injuring, or tending

to the injury of the property of such employer, and also for the suppression and punishment

of any riot or combined resistance to the laws on the part of any such apprenticed labourer,

and for preventing the escape of any such apprenticed labourer from any of these Islands to

which they may respectively belong: -

And whereas it is also necessary, for the protection of such apprenticed labourer as afore-

said, that various laws should be framed and enacted for regulating the supply of food and

clothing, medicine and medical attendance, and for securing punctuality in thedistribution

thereof; and also to secure to the predial apprenticed labourers the enjoyment, for their own

benefit, of that portion of their time during which they are not hereinafter required to labour

in the service of their respective employers; and also that provision should be made for

regulating the imposition of task work; and also that regulations should be made respect-

ing any voluntary contract, and for limiting the period of time to which such voluntary

contract may extend; and it is also necessary that regulation should be made for the pre-

vention and punishment of cruelty, injustice, or other wrongs or injury which may be done

to or inflicted upon any such apprenticed labourer by personsentitled to their services, and

that a variety of other regulations should be made relating to such apprenticed labourer,

conducive to the peace and good order of society: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful and

loyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-chief of Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua,

Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the VirginIslands and Dominica,

and in his absence the chief officer administering the government of the said Virgin Islands,

_and the Council and Assembly of the saidVirgin Islands, do humbly pray Your most
Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted,

And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that for every hour in which

any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself,herself or themselves from his or her or their

employer’s service without just and reasonable cause, he, she or they shall be compelled to

serve in such service two extra hours::provided always, that such extra hours which he,

she or they shall be compelled to serve as aforesaid, shall not exceed 15 in the whole in any
one week.

And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer so absenting himself, herself or
themselves from his, her or their employer’s service as aforesaid for more than seven hours

and a half in any one week, shall be adjudged a deserter, and he, she or they respectively

shall, upon conviction, be adjudged to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not
exceeding one week, at the discretion of the special justice to whom such offender shall be
reported. .

And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer so absenting himself, herself or

themselves from their employer’s service as aforesaid for two days in any one week, shall
be adjudged a vagabond; and he, she or they slrall, upon conviction, be sentenced to impri-

sonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding two weeks, with whipping not exceed-

ing 15 stripes, or to either or both such punishments, at the discretion of the special justice

to whom such offender or offenders shall be reported.
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Clause 4. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer so absenting himself, herself or
If for6 days insucces- themselves as aforesaid from his, her or their employer’s service for six days in successioncon, ndivdged ment, SHall be adjudged a runaway; and he, she or they shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to

, imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, and to whipping not
exceeding 30 stripes, or to either or both ofsuch punishments, at the discretion of the special
justice to whom such offender or offenders shall be reported.

Clause 5. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall perform his work indo-
If the saidapprentice Jently, carelessly or negligently, shall, upon conviction, for the first offence, be adjudged to
Eau carelessly orne. WOrk in his, her or their employer’s service for any extra time not exceeding 15 hours in any
gligently, punishment one week, and for the second offence to confinement with hard labour for any time not

thereof, exceeding one week, and for the third or any subsequent offence, to confinement with hard
labour for any time not exceeding two weeks, with whipping not exceeding 20 stripes.

__, Clause 6. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who by the careless use of fire
Tajuringor endangering shall injure or endanger the property o his, her or their employer, or the property of any
er, or not preventing? person or persons, or who shall in any manner, or by any means, wantonly or wilfully injure
others, punishment © any of the property of his, her or their employers, or the property of any other person or

thereof. persons, or shall permit such property to be injured by any other person or persons, he, she
or they having the power to prevent the same, or shall neglect to report any such injury done
to any such property to his, her or their employer, or the representative of such employer,
he, she or they shall, upon conviction, be adjudged to extra labour in his, her or their em-
ployer’s service for any time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in any one week, or to
confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or to any number of
stripes not exceeding 30, or to one or more of any such punishments, at the discretion of the
special justice to whom such offender or offenders shall be reported.

Clause 7. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall injure, neglect or ill-use
Neglecting, L-using or any cattle or other live stock intrusted to his, her or their care by his, her or their employer,
other lise siock lisbie OF the representative of such employer, or shall, by wilful negligence, expose such cattle or
to the punishments last Other live stock, or any other property of his, her or their employer, or representative of such
aforesaid. employer, or of any other person or persons intrusted by such employer or such representa-

tive to his, her or their care, to an damage or injury, he, she orthey shall, upon conviction,
be adjudged, at the discretion of the special justice to whom he, she or they shall be reported,
to any one or more of the punishments last aforesaid.

Disoteet?,8. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall contumaciously disobey
commend ofan the lawful command of his, her or their employer, shall, upon conviction, be adjudged, at
employer, liableas the discretion of the special justice to whom he, she or they shall be reported, to any one or

aforesaid, more of the punishments last aforesaid.

Clause 9, And be it further enacted, that if any three or more apprenticed labourers shall agree
Threeor wivtante me, together to make any resistance to the lawful commands of his, her or their employer, suche Tesistance to the : . : ,
lawful commandsof _ @pprenticed labourers so agreeing together shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful conspiracy,
theiremployer, guiltyof and shall, upon conviction before any special justice to whom they shall be reported, be
menifor axesimprison- severally adjudged to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding six months,

with whipping not exceeding 39 stripes.

treagezednay , And be it further enacted, that any three or more apprenticed labourers who shall be
combined resistenceto engaged in combined and open disobedience or resistance to the lawful commands of their
the lawful commands of employer, shall, upon conviction before any special justice to whom they shall be reported,
employer, adjudged to be severally adjudged to the punishments last aforesaid, or any one of them.

imprisonment last afore-

_ Clause 11. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be in a state of drunken-
If in a state of drunken- ness, or who shall be found fighting, or who shall conduct himself, herself or themselves in
or conductingfghting, an insolent and insubordinate manner towards his, her or their employer, or any person in
selves in an insubordi- the immediate superintendence of his, or her, or their labour, for every such offence shall be
nate manner, puvish- Jiable, on conviction, to imprisonment with hard labour not exceeding one week, or towhip-

ement thereof. ping not exceeding 25 stripes, or to either or both such punishments, at the discretion o
special justice to whom he, she or they shall be reported.

Clause 12. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall harbour any runaway
apprenticed labourer apprenticed labourer, ot shall lodge, entertain or encourage any person or persons on the estate
harbouri : : : : 5
apprenticed Iebouren& or premises of his, her or their employer contrary to the direction of such employer, shall, on
lodging same, and on _conviction, be subject and liable to any one or more of the punishments last aforesaid.
employer’s estate, liable to the punishment last aforesaid.

Taking ube eesdence And be it further enacted, that any person or persons whomsoever who shall take up ‘
in any house, &c. occu. Permanent or temporary residence or abode in any house or hut occupied by any apprentice
ied by apprenticed la- labourer on any estate, plantation or premises of the employer of such apprenticed labourer,

urers, or on his em- without having first obtained permission in writing from such employer, or other person
.  Pployer’s estate wi ° : . . . °

Permission oncea having the immediate care, management or possession of such estate, plantation or premises,
shall refuse or neglect or shall refuse or neglect to quit such house or hut, or estate, plantation or premises, on being
donfonbeing requir required to do so by any such employer, or other person having the immediate care, manage-
withsaidlabourers, © Ment or possession thereof; or shall’ be found thereon quarrelling with any of the appren-
punishment thereof, _ticed labourers, such person or persons shall, ifan apprenticed labourer, on conviction efore

any special justice, be adjudged to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding
four weeks; and if other person than an apprenticed labourer shall be so convicted, he, she
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or they shall respectively be fined in any sum not exceeding 40s., or in default of payment
committed to the common gaol for any time not exceeding one month: provided always,
that no such consent or permission shall be refused to any person of good character having
a wife or husband on any such estate or plantation, if asked for in a proper manner, which

rmission shall be enjoyed at proper times so long as he or she shall conduct himself or
erself in a proper manner.

And be it further enacted, that if any three or more apprenticed labourers shall unite together
in any riot or tumultuous assembly, any justice of the peace for these Islands who shall
be present, or the manager, overseer or other person having the charge or direction of any
estate or plantation, or any other person, shall, in case he can make himself heard, desire all
ersons there present to separate and disperse quietly, or shall cause a white flag, if in the
aytime, or if at night, shall fire a musket or pistol, as a warning, and all persons who at the
expiration of five minutes from such desire to disperse, or the exhibition of such flag, or
the firing of such musket or pistol, shall continue present at such riotous assembly, shall, if
an apprenticed labourer, on conviction before any special justice, be liable to imprisonment
with hard labour for any time not exceeding three months; or if any person other than an
apprenticed labourer shall be convicted before any justice of the peace of these Islands of
being present at such riotous or tumultuous assembly, and shall not disperse as hereinbefore
required, such person so convicted shall be fined at the discretion of such justice ofthe peace
in any sum not exceeding 51.,or in default of payment of such fine, to imprisonment for any
term not exceeding six months.

And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall reside beyond the limits of
the district in which he or she may be resident at the time this Act shall come into operation,
unless either by the consent in writing of his or her employer, and any labourer found beyond
the limits of such district, except in his or her way to and from market, or to or from some
lace of public worship, and not having with him or her a written pass for that purpose from

fis or her employer, he or she shall be liable to be apprehended and detained until he or she
can be conveniently conveyed before any special justice, and such person so apprehended
shall, upon conviction, be adjudged a vagabond, and punished accordingly.

And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall for seven days or
upwards absent himself from his or her employer’s service without reasonable cause, shall,
upon conviction before the special justice, be adjudged a runaway, and shall be sentenced
to three months imprisonment with hard labour, or to any part of such imprisonment with
hard labour, together with whipping not exceeding 39 stripes.

And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of any
special justice that any apprenticed labourers have, without lawful authority, established
themselves in any part of these Islands as a distinct community, habitually abandoning and
neglecting to perform the duties imposed upon him, her or them under and by virtue of this
or any other Act of these Islands, such justice shall cause any such community to be dis-
lodged, and, if necessary, shall cause their habitation to be taken down and removed, and
rovision ground and cultivation destroyed ; and any apprenticed labourer convicted of having
een a member of such community shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for

any term not exceeding six months, or to whipping not exceeding 39 stripes, or to both such
punishments, at the iscretion of the special justice before whom such offender shall be
taken.

And be it further enacted, that on proclamation of martial lawinthese Islands, no predial
apprenticed labourers, excepting such only as shall be appointed to the performance of any
duty or service, shall, during day or night, leave the estate or plantation to which he, she
or they may respectively be attached, without having a wnitten pass from his, her or their
employer, and any such apprentice found off the estate or plantation to which they ma
respectively be attached during the continuance of such martial law, and not having suc
written pass, may be apprehended and lodged in gaol, and shall be punished, on conviction
before any special justice, by confinement with hard labour for one week, or by whipping
with 15 stripes, or both. a

And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall graze, pasture or keep on the
estate or plantation of his, her or their employer, or on the lands or premises of any other
person or persons whomsoever, any horned cattle, horse, mare, gelding, sheep, hog or goat,
without having first obtained the written permission of such employer or other person by
whom such land or premises may be possessed; and in such written permission shall be
expressed the number and description of any such cattle, horses, or other live stock he, she
or they may be permitted to keep as aforesaid, and for what time and on what terms the
same are to be kept; and any cattle, horse, mare, gelding, sheep, hog or goatkept by or
found in the possession of any apprenticed labourer on such estate, plantation or lands as
aforesaid, without he, she or they having first obtained such written permission as aforesaid,
or kept, fed or pastured otherwise than according to the terms therein expressed, such
-eattle, horse or other stock, shall be dealt with in the same manner and subject to the same
penalties as cattle, horses or other stock caught trespassing are subject and liable to under
and by virtue of a certain Act of these Islands, intituled, “ An Act for appointing Pound-
keepers, and for the more effectually preventing and regulating Trespasses, and to repeal an
Act for regulating Trespasses.”
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VIRGIN ISLANDS:

TORTOLA.
 

Appendix (B.)
 

Colonial Laws.
No. 38.

Clause 14.
Three or more appren-
ticed labourers uniting
in any riot or tumultu-
ous assembly, manner
of dispersing the same.

Clause 15.
Noapprenticed labourer
to reside beyond the dis=
trict he resided in at thé
time this Act came into
operation, without per-
mission of his employer,
nor to go beyond with-
out a written pass.

Clause 16.
Any apprenticed laboure
er abseating himself 7
days or upwards from
his employer’s service
deemed a runaway;
punishment,

- Clause 17.
Labourers establishing
themselves as a distinct
community, neglecting
the duties imposed by
this Act, to be dislodg-
ed, and habitations and
grounds destroyed ;
punishment.

Clause 18.
During martial law no
apprentice to leave the
estate without @ pass,
except such appointed
to any duty or service.

Clause 19.
No apprentice to keep
any horse or horned
cattle, &c. on any estate
without permission,
otherwise to be dealt
with as if in trespass,
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Clause 20.
Any apprentice quitting
these Islands, liable to
imprisonment at the dis-
cretion of the special
justice, not to extend to
such in the personal
attendance of their
employers.

Clause 21.
In order to prevent the
escape of such appren-
tices, no boat or other
craft to anchor in any
of the out-bays or creeks
after sunset, except by
stress of weather, How
to be dealt with.

Clause 22.
Any persons removing,
or assisting to remove,
any such apprentice to
be fined, and if the
offender be an appren-
tice, to be imprisoned.

Clause 23.
Any such apprentice
committing any offence
against any Acts which P
would subject any other
person to pecuniary

ines, to be imprisoned,
&c. according to the
nature of the offence.

Clause 24.
No such labourer ex-
empt from liability to
indictment, &c. which
other persons are liable
to, but not to be liable
both under this Act and
also under such law.

Clause 25.
Any person who shall
harbour, entertain, é&c.
any such apprentice
away from his employ-
er’s service, to be fined
and imprisoned, also
liable to the action of
the employer for
damages.

Clause 26.
All such apprentices ad-
jadged to imprisonment
with hard labourto work
for 10 hours in each day,
no one to converse with
them, except by permis-
sion of the special jus-
tice. .
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And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer quitting or attempting to quit
these or any one of these Islands to which he, she or they shall be respectively attached,
shall, upon conviction, be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any term not exceed-
ing three months, at the discretion of any special justice before whom such offender shall be
taken; provided nothing herein shall prevent, or be taken or deemed to prevent such ‘ap-
prentices going from one of these Islands to another within this government, in the per-

sonal attendance on his or her employer, or with a written pass from such employer as
aforesaid, ,

And in order the more effectually to prevent the escape of apprenticed labourers, Be it
also enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any craft or boat of any description whatever,
not belonging to any such place, to enter or anchor in any of the out-bays, creeks or inlets
thereof, or to haul up any boat on the beach or sea-shore of any such place after sunset,
unless going there on particular and lawful business, or compelled to enter by stress of
weather or the appearance of danger, in either of which cases a report of such entry, and
the cause thereof, shall be made with the least possible delay to the owner, manager, or
other person resident on and having the care and,direction of the estate orplantation, or:
other lands forming such bays, creeks or inlets; neither shall it be lawful for any craft or
boat so entering to depart before the rising of the sun on the next morning, nor until such
owner, manager or other person as above mentioned shall have an opportunity of ex-
amining and searching such craft or boat, which it shall be lawful for such person so to do;
and if any craft or boat of any description shall after sunset anchor or be hauled up at any
such place, having no such cause as above mentioned, or having any such cause, shall
depart before the rising of the sun on the following morning, or without making such
report, or shall avoid, prevent or resist the making of any such search, every such craft or
boat shall be subject and liable to confiscation, and may be seized at any time by any
person whatever, and delivered with an affidavit of the facts sworn to before any justice of
the peace, to the treasurer of these Islands, who shall sell such craft or boat, paying to the
person making such seizure one-third of the net proceeds thereof, and retaining tlie other
two thirds to be applied by him to the use ofthe public of the said Islands; and any person
on board of such craft or boat at the time of any such unlawful act as aforesaid, if an ap-
prenticed labourer, shall, on conviction before any special justice, be adjudged to imprison-
ment with hard labour for any term not exceeding three months, or to whipping not exceed-
ing 25 stripes; and if any person other than an apprenticed labourer, he shall, on conviction
before any justice of the peace of these Islands, be fined in any sum not exceeding 101, to
te be recovered and applied in like manner as other penalties are in and by this Act

irected.

And be it further enacted, that all or any person or persons whomsoever removing or
assisting to remove any apprenticed labourer from any of these Islands, in any boat or
vessel, such person or persons shall, upon conviction before any of His Majesty’s justices of
the peace of these Islands, be fined in any sum not less than 101. nor exceeding 1001, and
in default of payment, to imprisonment not less than one or exceeding six months; and if
such offender shall be an apprenticed labourer, he or she shall, upon conviction before
any special justice, be adjudged to imprisonment with hard labour for any term not exceed-
ing six months. ,

And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall commit any offence
against any Act of these Islands which subjents other persons to pecuniary fines, such ap-
renticed labourer shall for any such offence or offences be taken before any special justice

of these Islands, who shall upon conviction adjudge him, her or them to imprisonment with
hard labour according to the nature of the offence, and the extent of the penalty imposed on
other persons so offending by any such Act or Acts as aforesaid.
And be it further enacted, that nothing herein contained shall exempt any apprenticed

labourer from his, her or their liability to any indictment, prosecutions or actions as other
persons may be subject or liable to in respect to any act or acts by him, her or them done,
or as accessory either before or after the fact, or for any other matter or thing for which any
other person or persons would be liable to be sued, prosecuted or indicted; provided that no
such apprenticed labourer shall be liable to be sued or prosecuted both under and by virtue
of this Act, and under such general law as aforesaid.
And be it further enacted, that any person not being an apprenticed labourer, who shall

harbour, entertain or encourage any runaway apprenticed labourer, or shall inveigle, entice

‘or persuade any apprenticed labourer from his, her or their employer’s service, shall, upon

conviction before anyjustice of the peace for these Islands, be fined in any sum not exceeding
20 4. or less than 52, and in default of payment shall be committed to the common gaol for
any time not exceeding three months, at the discretion of the justice before whom he, she or
they shall be convicted, and shall moreover be subject to the action of the employer of such
apprenticed labourer for damages. .
And be it further enacted, that all persons who shall be adjudged to imprisonment with

hard labour shall be compelled to work for 10 hours in each day, and shall when not so

engaged, or when such hard labour shall be performed within doors, be kept in close con-

finement ; and any person not being a prisoner or gaoler, shall not be permitted to have access

to or converse with them, unless by permission of such special justice; and should any such

person so adjudged evince a refractory spirit, or escape or attempt to escape, or show a dispo-
sition thereto, it shall be lawful for such special justice to order and direct such person to be
worked in irons, or otherwise so secured as such Justice may in his discretion deem necessary:

nd:
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And be it further enacted, that no woman shall be subject to the punishment of whipping
for any offence by her committed, but in all cases in this Act where that punishment is
authorized, it shall be understood as applying to the cases of males only ; and that all offences,
in respect of which such punishment may be inflicted on any such male offender, shall, when
committed by females, be punished by solitary confinement or any other punishment, at the
discretion of such special justice.

And be it also enacted, that when any apprenticed labourer shall be sentenced to confine-
ment with hard labour, in order to save the expense ofgaol fees and of feeding, by which
the confinement might be prolonged, and to obviate. the difficulty of enforced labour if such
confinement should be in the public gaol, the same may take place, by order of the special
justice trying the offender, upon the estate or plantation to which any such apprentice is
attached or employed, the confinement to be during the intervals of relaxation from labour,
to be fixed by such justice at the time of trial; and if any apprenticed labourer shall be im-
risoned by the sentence of any such special justice, or by virtue of any judgment of court

at any other place than the estate or plantation to which he or she is attached or employed
on, the employer of such apprentice shall not be liable for any expenses incurred by such
apprentice, nor shall any such apprentice be entitled to any provision or supply of food from
his or her employer during the time such apprentice shall be absent from his or her employer’s
service: provided nevertheless, that if any such employer shall at the time of passingof any
such sentence be indebted to any such apprentice in any sum for wages, for hired services or
otherwise, the same shall at all times be applicable, in a regular course, to the payment of
any such expenses or sum of money, for the payment whereof such apprenticed labourer
shall be liable, so far as the same will go, to be ordered at the time of trial.

And _be it further enacted, that the employer or renter of any estate or plantation having
predial apprenticed labourers attached thereto, shall provide for such labourers all such medi-
cine and medical attendance as shall be necessary; and that the medical attendant shall
insert in a book, to be kept on such estate, whether employed by the year or otherwise, every
visit by him paid ; and if any patient shall be labourmg under any dangerous or severe ili-
ness, he shall also insert in the said book the nature thereof, and his prescription of any par-
ticular kind of food or nourishment for such patients.

And be it further enacted, that all preedial apprenticed labourers being ill, or complaining
of being ill, shall immediately report himself or herself to the employer or chief super-
intendent; and should any such apprenticed labourer neglect so to report himself or herself
to his or her employer, or his or her chief superintendent, such apprenticed labourer shall,
for any time which he or she shall be absent from work and not so reported, on conviction
be adjudged guilty of being absent from his or her employer’s service, and dealt with
accordingly.

And be it further enacted, that should any such apprenticed labourer at any time during
the day or night, from the time of his being admitted into the hospital or sick-house on any
estate or plantation, leave or absent himselfor herself therefrom without having obtained the
consent of his or her employer, or his or her chief superintendent so to do, he, she or they
shall on conviction be adjudged guilty of disobedience of the orders of his, her or their em-
ployer, and punished accordingly.

And be it further enacted, that every employer of any predial apprenticed labourer within:
these Islands shall weekly and every week give or cause to be given to each predial appren-
ticed labourer in his, her or their service or employ, a sufficient quantity of good and whole-
some food, that is to say, to each of the predial apprenticed labourers above the age of 12
years, two pounds of salted provision, or four pounds of fresh fish and six pints of corn or
bean. or peas, or four pints of wheat or rye flour, or six pints of Indian corn meal, or four
pints of oatmeal, or four pints of rice, or six pounds of cassava bread or farine, or six
pounds of biscuit, or 20Pounds of yams, potatoes or other esculent roots, or 15 pounds of
plantains or bananas; and to each of the other predial apprentices such sufficient quantity,
m the same proportion as the employer shall think proper, according to the different labour,
size, strength, age or otherwise of such apprentice or apprentices: provided always, that
every aged, infirm or sickly predial apprentice being pronounced by the medical practitioner
of any such predial apprenticed labourer, or of the estate or plantation to which he, she or
they shall be attached, as being incapable, by means of such age, infirmity or sickness, of
labour, such preedial apprenticed labourer shall weekly and every week receive a full ratio of
allowances as aforesaid, or such other nourishment and allowance as shall be requisite and
necessary; all which provisions and nourishment shall be of good and wholesome quality.

And be it further enacted, that such allowance as aforesaid shall be given to the full
extent only to such predial apprenticed labourers (not being aged, infirm or sickly) who shall
be absolutely engaged in the service, and working for such employer for the full time directed
and allowed by law for such labourer to work in the service ofsuch employer, for each week,
and in proportion for any part or portion of such time such labourer shall have been for the
preceding six days employed in his, her or their employer’s service.

And be it further enacted, that every employer shall have the option of feeding such.
predial apprentice or
extent as hereinbefore
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apprentices (except aged, infirm or sickly apprentices) to the first
irected, or of allotting to him, her or them a sufficient portion of

land,
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Clause 27.
No woman to be subject
to the punishment of
whipping, and for any
offence which would
subject a male to it, to
be imprisoned insolitary

confinement, &c. at the discretion of the special justice.

Clause 28.
Any such apprentice
sentenced to confine-
ment with hard labour
in the public gaol, in
order to save expenses,
may be confined on the’
estate; if not tried on
the estate, employer not
liable to any expenses-

Clause 29.
Employer of such ap-
prentices to provide
medicine and medical
attendance; book to be
kept, and manner of
such attendance to
be inserted, also the

nature of the diseases, medicine, food, &c. prescribed.

Clause 30.
Apprentices when sick
must report such to the
employer; neglecting so
to do, and being absent,
shall be so adjudged
and dealt with accord-
ingly.

Clause 31.
Any such apprentice
leaving the hospital
without consent of em-
ployer, guilty of disobe-
veces &orders, and
dealt with accordingly.

Clause 32.
Employer of such ap-
prentices to give weekly,
and every week, a suffi-
cient quantity of good
and wholesome food ;
provided, that when any
such are prenounced
incapable of labour
from sickness or other
cause to receive a full:
ratio of allowances.

Clause 33.
Full extent of allowance
to be given only to such
apprentices absolutely
engaged and working in
the service of their
employer.

Clause 34.
Every employer shal!
have the option of feed-
ing to the full extent
beforementioned, or of
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allotting’a portion of
land properly adapted
forthe growth of pro-
visions.

Chause 35.
To allow one day, com-
prising 74 hours, for the
purpose of cultivating
such provision ground,
and for every neglect to
allowance regularly, for
each and every day
shall forfeit 1s. Gd.

Clause 36.
Such is not to prevent
the employer from em-
ploying such apprentice
on the day allotted to
him, provided he gives
an equivalent before the
end of the ensuing week.

Clause 37.
Every employer shall
provide and give a pro-

allowance of cloth-
ing. Quantity of such.

Clause 38.
Good Friday, Christmas
and St. Stephen’s days
to be holidays, and none
other.

Clause 39,
No such apprentices
shall be obligedto work
for their employer more
than 45 hours in any
one week, except watch-
men, &c. &c.

Clause 40.
Ifthe employer protracts
such labour beyond that
time, to forfeit 9d. per
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land, properly adapted for the growth of provisions, for the purpose of cultivation, notbeing
less than one quarter of an acre for each such apprentice, and not more than two miles from
the place of residence of the apprentices on any estate or plantation to which they may be
attached, which shall be deemed taken and considered as equivalent and in lieu of the one
half part of the farinaceous food, or esculent roots, or vegetables hereinbefore directed to be
given to each such predial apprentice weekly: provided always, that such portion of land
so allotted to the said apprentice or apprentices for cultivation, shall not be resumed or
taken back during the term of such apprenticeship by such employer, until six months
previous notice is given to such apprentice or apprentices, to enable him, her or them to
reap any crop or crops planted therein; and on such notice being given, either other good
and sutfficient land shall be apportioned or attached to the said apprentice or apprentices in
the same proportion as aforesaid, or the full weekly allowance hereinbefore directed shall be
given and allowed.

And be it further enacted, that on all such estates or plantations when such land shall be
allotted to such predial apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, it shall be optional with the
employer of such apprentice or apprentices (not being aged, infirm or sickly,) to allow one
day, comprising 7 $ hours, ofthe time directed and allowed by law for such preedial appren-
ticed labourer to work in the service of his, her or their employer in each and every week
to each and every such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid, for the purpose of cultivating
such provision ground so apportioned as aforesaid, and such day shall be deemed, taken and
considered as equivalent for such allowance of such farinaceous food, or esculent roots, or
vegetables ; and every such employer shall for every such apprentice which he, she or they
shall neglect or refuse to allowanceweekly as aforesaid, or for any day, or any portion of
such day so given and allowed as an equivalent for such weekly allowance of farinaceoug
food, or esculent roots, or vegetables, which he, she or they shall withhold from any such
apprentice, or for neglect or refusal to supply such other nourishment and allowance which
shall or may be ordered for the aged, infirm or sickly by such medical practitioner in attend.
ance thereon, or shall share out damaged or unwholesome food, shall, on conviction before
the special justice, pay for each and every apprentice so neglected to beallowanced orpro-
vided for, or to whom such unwholesome food shall be shared, or for each and every day,
or any part of such day, so withheld as aforesaid, the sum of 1s. 6d., to be recovered and
applied in manner hereinafter provided, as in case of non-payment of the consideration
stipulated for in contract for task-work or extra services.

And be it further enacted, that nothing herein contained shall be deemed, taken or con-
strued to prevent any employer from employing such apprenticed labourers, or any part of
them, on such day as aforesaid, or any part thereof, in his, her or their service, provided he,
she or they shall give to such apprentice an equivalent for such day, or any part thereof, in
time or otherwise, before the end of the next ensuing week: and provided always, that in
case of any unforeseen circumstance preventing such employer from receiving any allowance
to be distributed as aforesaid, he, she or they may give to such apprenticed labourers a day
in lieu thereof, or any other matter or thing which such apprenticed labourer, or the justice,
shall deem equivalent to such allowance.

And be it further enacted, that every employer shall once in every year provide for and
give to each and every male adult preedial apprenticed labourer under his, her or their care,
or in his ,her or their employment, a kersey pennistouns, or drugget jacket, or three yards of
pennistouns, with seven yards of osnaburghs or checks, and six skeins of thread ; to every
female adult predial apprentice a kersey pennistouns or drugget wrapper, or three yards of
pennistouns, with seven yards of osnaburghs or checks, and six skems of thread; and to
children under the age of 12 years five yards of osnaburghs or checks, and two yards of
pennistouns, with four skeins of thread, under a penalty of 2J. for every predial apprentice
neglected to be furnished as aforesaid, such penalty to be recovered and applied in manner
hereinafter provided as in cases of non-payment of the consideration stipulated for in con-
tracts for task-work or extra service.

And be it further enacted, that Good Friday, Christmas and St. Stephen’s days, shall in
every year be given and allowed to each and every predial apprentice as holidays, and no
other holidays shall be given or allowed.

And be it further enacted, that no predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not
attached to the soil, shall be bound or liable, by virtue of such apprenticeship, to perform
any labour in the service of his or her employer or employers for more than 45 hours in the
whole in any one week, such time to be computed from the time such labourer shall arrive
at the field or place where such labour is to be performed: provided always, that such
limited time of labour shall not extend, or be taken or construed to extend, to any such pre-
dial apprenticed labourer who shall be employed in attendance on stock, or as watchman,
or by sentence of any special justice for any offence committed against this or any other Act
ofthese Islands, which may subject him, her or them to labour for any extra time in his, her
or their employer’s service.

And be it further enacted, that should the employer of any such predial apprenticed
labourer protract the weekly services of any such labourer beyond the period herein allowed
for that purpose, he shall, upon conviction before a special justice, forfeit, for the benefitof

; suc
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such labourer, the sum of 9d. in respect of every hour which such service shall be protracted;
and it shall be the duty of every such employer to intimate to the labourers in his employ-
ment the commencement and close of the legal hours of labour, for which purpose a signal
shall be given in such manner as shall, in reference to each plantation or estate, have been
approved by the special justice, which signal shall always be of such nature as to be dis-
tinctly visible or audible to the several apprenticed labourers resident on such estate.

And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be bound to undertake an
task-work but with his or her own free assent to the same.

And be it further enacted, that the acquiescence of the minority of predial apprenticed
labourers attached to any plantation or estate, in the distribution and appointment amongst
the whole body of such labourers of any task-work which the majority of such body shall be
willing and desirous collectively to undertake, shall not be necessary, but the acquiescence
of such majority, made and approved of in the manner and form hereinafter provided, shall

- be binding on the whole ofsuch collective body.

And whereas much difficulty would occur in regulating the time for the completion ofthat
portion of work of each department of the body of preedial apprenticed labourers attached to
sugar estates during the time that they are absolutely employed in the manufacture of sugar,
and circumstances connected with the process would render it wholly dependant on the
labourers, and perfectly uncontrollable by the employer; Be it therefore enacted, that on all
estates or plantations, when about to commence crop, and as often as circumstances may
render it necessary, the special justice shall, in case he should be applied to by the employer
or chief superintendent for that purpose, proceed within three days from such application to
such estate or plantation, and then and there inform himself of the quantity of liquor which
may be ground in one day, and converted into Muscovado sugar, by the uniform and proper
exertion of the body to be employed, by his own observation, and by evidence collected from
two or more neighbours, planters, who he shall summons for that purpose; and such justice
shall then declare that the quantity fixed shall be the daily task for any time not exceeding
20 days from such inspection and decision thereon ; and he shall also determine what shall be
allowed to the apprentices, and how such allowance shall be distributed for each hundred
gallons of liquor over and above the daily task so fixed, which such apprentices shall, with
their own consent and by the desire of their employer, grind and convert into sugar, such
allowance not to exceed one-tenth of the value per hundred weight of such sugar.

And be it enacted, that every contract between the employer and the predial apprenticed
labourer or labourers for the performance of any specific work, or as a task, and in lieu ofthe
prescribed daily labour, or the performance of any labour in extra hours, shall by such em-
ployer be reduced into writing, and entered into a book to be kept forthat purpose on the
plantation or estate.

And be it further enacted, that no contract between the employer and predial apprenticed
labourer for the performance of any such specific task-work, or for the performance of any
labour in extra hours, shall continue in force, or be binding upon the parties entering into
the same, or either of them, after the expiration of 14 days from the making thereof, unless
the same shall have been made and entered into by such parties in the presence and with the
approbation of the special justice, or unless, having been entered into in his absence, the same
shall be confirmed or approved by him.

And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the special justice, before approving
any such contract, to ascertain that the terms thereof are distinctly understood by the
apprenticed labourers entering into the same, and that such labourers have entered into such
contract freely and voluntarily, and that the same is not unreasonable or unjust; and in every
such contract for task work, or for extra service, extending beyond the period of one fortnight,
the nature and amount of such extra labour to be performed, and the amount of the conside-
ration to be given for the same, and the time and manner ofpaying such consideration, shall
be distinctly expressed, and no contract for such extra service as aforesaid shall continue in
force for more than one year from the day of the date thereof.

And be it further enacted, that upon proof being made to the satisfaction of such special
Justice of the non-payment of the consideration stipulated for in any such contract as afore-
said, whether for task-work or for extra services, it shall be competent to such justice, and
he is hereby authorized to award execution against such employer for the amount of such
consideration, and if the same shall not be paid within one week next after such award, to
issue an attachment against the produce, utensils and other chattels upon such plantation,
which execution and award shall be in form similar. to the form in the Court of Common
Pleas of these Islands for the recovery ofdebts under 20/., and such writ of execution shall
bear test in the name of, and be signed by, the special justice of the division ; and such exe-
cution and attachment as aforesaid shall be directed to any special constable (not being an
apprenticed labourer), who is hereby required to serve the same by levying on so much of the
produce, utensils or other chattels, estate or plantation, or belonging to the person for whom
such contract labour or task was performed, as may be necessary for the payment of such
debt, and the produce, utensils or other chattels so levied upon by virtue of such execution
shall, together with the time and place of sale, be advertised by affixing a notice thereof at
some conspicuous place in the district, and which sale shall not take place before the sixth
day from such levy and advertisement ; and such produce, utensils or other chattels shall
278—IT, then
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hour ; signal to be given
when the legal hours
begin and end.

Clause 41,
Nolabourer shall under-
take any task-work but
with his own free assent.

Clause 42.
The majority of such
labourers willing collec-
tively to undertake any.
task-work shall bind the
minority.

Clause 43.
Tn time of crop the spe-
cial magistrate when re-
quired shall by observa-
tion inform himself of
the quantity of liquor

und or sugar made
in a given time, and fix
the rate of task-work.

Clause 44.
All contracts between
labourers and their em-
loyers shall be entered.

into a book to be kept
for that purpose.

Clause 45.
No contract shall be
binding for more than
14 days unless entered
into in the presence of
the special magistrate,
or confirmed by him,
and none for more than
one year,

Clause 46,
It shall be the duty of
the special justice to
ascertain if any contract
is accurately understood
by such apprentice, and
that the same is under-
taken freely and volun-
tarily.

Clause 47.
In case such contract
Money is not paid, the
special justice may issue
execution against em-
ployer, and sell produce,

Ce
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VIRGIN ISLANDS, then and there be put up by such special constable, and knocked down to the highest bidder :
TORTOLA. and such special constable shall, within three days from such sale, pay to the person orper-
— sons the amount adjudged by such special Justice to be due to them respectively for such

Appendix (B.) —_ extra services or task-work as aforesaid, and the surplus, if any, shall be delivered over to
—_— the defendant.

Clause 48, And be it further enacted, that any predial apprenticed labourer violating or disregardin
An muchapprentice the terms of such contract as aforesaid for task-work or for extra service, shall be liable te
auch contract, lable to the same pains and penalties as are hereinbefore provided in respect of the neglect or viola-
the same pains and pe- tion by any such labourer of the duties, or anyof them, to be performed by such apprenticednaitiesasfinthe duties. labourerin discharge of the service owing by him by law to such his or her employer; and
andif 8 or more agree if three or more apprenticed labourers shall agree together to break or violate such contract,so to do, be deemed they shall, upon conviction, be deemed guilty of an unlawful conspiracy, and punished
guilty of a conspiracy. accordingly.

Clause 49. And be it further enacted, that any preedial apprenticed labourer, being a married woman,
Every euch predial shall, notwithstanding her coverture, and every child of the age of 12 years and upwardsapprentice, althougha ;warried woman oran 0twithstanding his infancy, shall be competent to enter into any such contract as aforesaid
infant, is competent to for task-work, or for extra services; and in respect to married women, her coverture shall in
enter into contract for no manner annul or abridge the right which her employer might or would have to her ser-task-work notwithstand- _.- : : :
ing such coverture or  ViceS in case such coverture did not exist.

™ Clause50. And be it farther enacted, that if any employer of such apprenticed labourer, or the repre~
Every employercom- sentative of such employer, shall whip, beat, imprison, confine in the stocks, or otherwise

mitting an assault upon maltreat any such apprenticed labourer, or shall by way of punishment commit any assault
whippinn, beatae, &e. . Upon his or her person, such employer or representative shall, upon conviction before any.
to be fined 101, or if special justice as aforesaid, be fined in any sum not exceeding 101, or imprisonment for any
such Pee instead time not exceeding one manth, in the default of the payment of such fine: provided always,

idintsto the special that it shall be competent for any such apprenticed labourer, instead of preferring his com-
Justice, to maintaina —_ plaint to such special justice, to maintain any civil suit or action, as in the case of any other-
civil suit for damages. person, for damages for such assault; and it shall also be competent to such special justice, if

e shall see occasion, to abstain from imposing such penalty, and to commit or bind over
such offender to take his trial for such offence at the next Court of King’s Bench and grand
sessions of the peace to be holden for these Islands; and in failure of sufficientbail, or if
the offence should not be of a bailable nature, then to commit such offender to the common
gaol, there to remain till delivered by due course of law.

Clause 51. And be it further enacted, that any person or persons, not being an apprenticed labourer,
Any persons, not being convicted by any special justice or other magistrate of any offence or offences under and by
victedbysuch tacensof Vittue of this Act, may, upon tender of good and sufficient bail, appeal from such convictionysuch justice of 2s :any offence under this to the next Court of King’s Bench and grand sessions of the peace to be holden for these
Act may appeal tothe Islands, where the offence shall be tried; and if such person or persons so appealing shall
Court of King’s Bench. be found guilty, he she or they shall be fined or imprisoned, or both, at the discretion of such

Court, in any sum, or for any time not exceeding the amount of fine or imprisonment, or
both, which he she or they are declared subject and liable to for such offence or offences
respectively, under and by virtue of this Act: provided always, that in case such conviction
shall be for any offence enumerated in the clause next preceding, then such Court shall
punish the offender with fine and imprisonment, or either or both, at their discretion.

Clause 52. And be it also enacted, that on every estate or plantation on which apprenticed labourers
A bookto bekepton are employed, the manager or person having the charge, care, direction or superintendence
the manager must ener thereof, shall keep a book in which shall be inserted with precision the quantities of each
the quantity of food particular article of food (or anything in lieu thereof) and clothing shared, furnished or sup-

feu,oFanything in plied to every apprenticed labourer on the said estate or plantation, and at what particular
ing, and when such _—‘times, as also the particular times when such labourers are engaged in the service of their
apprentices are engaged employers, and if in the performance of extra work, whether the same is in pursuance of anyin theserviceof ca contract voluntarily entered into for hire or work of necessity, and from what cause, the
fast-mork, &e.&e, times during which any apprenticed labourer may be absent from his or her employer's ser-

, vice when they ought to be engaged therein, the nature of any offence committed by any
apprenticed labourer, whether it be intended to lodge a complaint thereof or not, and all
other matters and things which shall take place on the said estate or plantation on which
any apprenticed labourer is in any manner concerned. out of the usual course of occurrences
thereon, and in which book the medical attendant thereon, whether employed by the year or
otherwise, shall insert every visit by him paid; and if any patient shall be labouring under
any dangerous or severe illness, he shall also insert in the-said book the nature thereof, and
his prescriptions of any particular kind of food or nourishment for such patient, and which
book, on proof being made of the entries therein. being truly and correctly inserted, shall be
received as evidence in any court before any jurisdiction or authority in these Islands.

Ciause 53, And be it also enacted, that if, from the nature of any complaint made to any justice of
When any complaint is the peace so specially commissionedto hear and decide on complaints made by or against
jestice,in orderto ace @pprenticed labourers, it shall be necessary, in order to acquire such knowledge and informa-
quire the best informa- tion of the facts and circumstances connected therewith as cannot otherwise be obtained, it
fo, to visittheus shall and may in every such case be lawful for such justice to visit the estate, plantation or
groundsandother mat. other place whereon or to which the apprenticed labourer by whom or on whose behalf, or
ters, but to be done in against whom euch complaint was made, is resident or belonging, and to inspect the provision
the presence of the -  sround allotted to him or her, or make such inquiry and examination into all such mattersmanager,

relating
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relating to such complaint as shall be necessary: provided always, that the same shail in

every such case take place and be done in the presence and hearing of the employer, manager,

overseer or other person having the care, management or direction, of such apprentice.

And be it also enacted, that every domestic and other non-preedial apprenticed servant or
Jabourer, engaged in the performance ofany work and labour other than such as appertains

to any estate or plantation in these Islands, shall, during the term of his apprenticeship,

rform in an honest, faithful and obedient manner, consistently with his or her employer's

lawful and reasonable commands, such work and labour in his or her situation as such em-

loyer shall require to be done and performed by such domestic, or other servant or labourer;

that he or she shall not be insolent, or guilty of any offensive, indecent or improper language
or conduct, or be addicted to drunkenness, or quit his or her employer’s service, or absent

himself or herself therefrom at improper times, or without permission, during such period ;
and if any such apprenticed servant or labourer shall in any manner whatever fail in the due

erformance of his or her duties as required by this clause, or act contrary to the true mean-
ing and intention thereof, he or she so offending, and being thereof lawfully convicted, shall
for every such offence be subject and liable to the same punishments as the preedial appren-

tices are or may be subject to for the like offence.

And be it also enacted, that every employer of any such apprenticed servant or labourer
not engaged in the performance of any plantation work, shall provide every such servant
or labourer with sufficient and proper lodging, food and clothing, such as servants and

labourers in his or her situation have been usually supplied and provided with, and such
medicines and medical assistance as shall be necessary, and that such employer shall not
beat or punish in any manner whatever any such servant or labourer for any offence by him
or her committed, but shall in every such case proceed in manner and form hereinbefore
directed for the punishment of offences committed by predial apprenticed labourers; and
every employer failing to comply with the requisitions contained in this clause, orin any
respect acting contrary thereto, shall in every such case be subject and liable, on being
duly convicted thereof in like manner as for offences committed against preedial apprentices,

to any fine not exceeding 5/., nor leks than 1s., to be recovered and applied as other fines are
by this Act directed to be recovered and applied.

And be it further enacted, that the person legally in the possession of, or having the legal
right or title to the services of any slave becoming apprentices under and by virtue of the
before recited statute passed in the 3d & 4th years of the reign of King William the Fourth,

or having the right in the services of any apprentice or apprentices by virtue of any inden-
ture or instrument made conformably with such statute, or the attorney, agent, executor or

administrator or assigns of such person, or the person hirmg the services of such appren-

tice or apprentices from them, or either or any of them, shall be deemed, taken and con-
sidered for the purposes of this Act, as the employer of such apprentice or apprentices;
and any person or persons entrusted or empowered by such employer with the chief super-

intendence and direction of the labour of such apprentices, shall be deemed as the represen-
tative of such employer, and any offence committed by any apprenticed labourer against such

representative, or the deputy or deputies of such representative, or any disobedience of his

or their orders, shall be deemed, taken, considered and treated as an offence committed

against the employer; and wherever words are used in this Act importing the singular num-

ber or the masculine gender only, yet this Act shall be understood to include several
matters as well as one matter, and several persons as well as one person, and females as
well as males, unless it be otherwise specially provided, or there be something in the subject
or context repugnant to such construction.

And be it further enacted, that all fines and penalties imposed under and by virtue of this
Act, shall be deemed and taken to be imposed in current gold and silver money, and shall
in all cases herein not otherwise provided, be paid into the treasury of these Islands, for the
public uses thereof.
And be it further enacted, that any person or persons refusing or neglecting to compl

with anyof the requisitions of this Act towhich an express penalty is not hereinbeforeattached,
shall, upon conviction before any special justice of the peace of these Islands, be subject to
any fine not less than 5s., or more than 5/., or in default of payment, to imprisonment to
any time not exceeding one month.

And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be in force on the 1st day of August 1834,
and not before, and shall thenceforward be deemed a General Act, and all persons to take
notice and govern themselves accordingly.

And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be published and proclaimed in the asual
places.

Dated at Tortola, this 19th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the fifth

year of the reign of His Majesty King William the Fourth.

Passed the Assembly, this 16th day of April 1834.
Thomas William Crooke, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 16th day of April 1834.
By command, Richard King, Clerk of Council.

Thomas Marsh, Speaker.

(signed) William Roger Isaacs, President.
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Clause 54.
Every non-predial ap-
prenticed labourer or
domestic not conduct-
ing himself properly
shall be subject to the
same punishments as
predial apprentices.

Clause 55,
Every employer of such
non-predial apprentice
shall provide him with
sufficient lodging, food,
medical assistance; and
neglecting so to do,
liable to be punished
as in case of pradial
apprentices.

Clause 56.
Any persons legally in
possession of the ser-
vices of apprenticed la-
bourers shall be consi-
dered as the employer,
and any offences com-
mitted against the de-
puty or representative
of such, shall be con-
sidered as against the
employer.

Clause 57.
All fines and penalties
under this Act to be in
current gold and silver -
money. -

Clause 58.
Any person refusing to
comply with any of the
requisitions of this Act
to which a penalty is

not attached, liable to fine by the special justice.

Clause 59.
This Act to be in force
on the Ist day of Au-
gust 1834,

Clause 66.
Act to be published in
the usual places.
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No. 39.

Preamble.

Clause .
Special constables may
be appointed out of the
apprenticed labourers
by consent of the em-
ployer,

. Clause 2.
The deputy provost-
marshal, or any con-
stable, may execute any
writ or other process as
directed by the special
justice.

Clause 3.
Said justice to hold a
session once a week, or
oftener if necessary.

Clause 4.
Fleshallkeep a journal
of all the cases brought
before him, which is to
be kept'as a record in
his office.

Clause §.
Ifanycomplaintbrought
before him is considered
immaterial he may dis-
miss it.

Clause 6.
No apprenticed labourer
to have in his possession
fire-arms, gunpowder,
&c. without consent of
employer.

358 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

—~ No. 39. —
Virgin Islands: Tortola.

AN ACT for prescribing the Powers and Duties of Special Justices, and for defining the
Jurisdiction of the same.

Wuereas by the 14th section of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of GreatBritain,made and passed in the 3d & 4th years of His present Majesty King William the Fourth,intituled, “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for pro-moting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hithertoentitled to the Services of such Slaves,” it is enacted, that it shall and may be lawfulforHis Majesty to issue, or to authorize the Governor of any such Colony, in the name and onbehalf of His Majesty, to issue, under the public seal of any such Colony, one or morespecial commission or commissions to any one or more person or persons, constituting him orthem a justice or justices of the peace for the whole o any such Colony, or for any arish,precinct, quarter or district within the same, for the specia purpose of giving effect thereto,and to any laws which may in any manner thereinbefore mentioned be made for giving morecomplete effect to the same: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, theGovernor and Commander-in-chief of Your Majesty’s Islands of Anti ua, Barbuda, Mont-serrat, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and ominica, and in hisabsencethe chief officer administering the government of the said Virgin Islands, and theCouncil and Assembly of these Your Majesty’s Virgin Islands, humbly pray Your mostExcellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and it is hereby enacted and or-dained by the authority aforesaid, that on everyplantation or estate the special justice of thepeace shall appoint one or more of the male apprenticed labourers thereon, with the consentand approbation of the employer thereof, to be special constables, who shall be empoweredto maintain peace and order on such plantation or estate, under the direction of the owner ormanager thereof, or employer of the apprenticed labourer thereon, and to secure and place inconfinement when absolutelynecessary any apprenticed labourer who shall commit any offenceon such plantation or estate, or any apprenticed labourer not employed on such plantation orestate who may be found loitering thereon without the knowledge and permission of theowner or manager thereof, such apprentice confined as aforesaid to be not kept in custod:longer than shall be necessary to obtain the trial of such apprentice before a special justiceof the peace: provided always, that no such apprentice shall be kept in confinement eyond24 hours before trial, unless by order of any such justice; provide nevertheless, that ‘suchtrial shall take place as soon as possible after such release; and provided always, thatnothingherein contained shall be construed to give any such constable appointed as aforesaid anypower or authority over any of His Majesty’s subjects other than apprenticed labourers,
And be it further enacted, that the deputy provost-marshal, or any constable of theseIslands, is hereby authorized and required to execute any writ or attachment, or to serveany Summons, warrant or other process to him or them directed by such special justice, or todo any other matter or thing for the more effectually carrying into effect the provisions ofany of the Acts of these Islands passed conformably to the said Act of the Imperial Parlia-ment aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that every such special justice ofthe peace shall one day in eachweek, or oftener if need be, at the place of his residence, hold a session for the hearing anddeciding upon such cases as may be brought before him, and which shall and is hereby di-rected to be open and public to all and every and any person or persons who may please toattend.

And be it further enacted, that every such special justice of the peace shall keep a journalof all the cases brought before him, in which he shall enter, Ist, the date of the complaint;2d, the name of the complainant; 3d, the substance of the complaint; 4th, the name of thewitnesses adduced on either side; 5th, the substance of the evidence; 6th, his decision onthe case; 7th, whether the decision has been carried into effect; 8th, any general remarkswhich the circumstances of the case may call for: and he shall and he is hereby required totake all complaints, accusations, charges or informations in writing, which shall be swornto in due form of law, and such justice shall file the same, and keep them of record in hisoffice ready to be produced as occasion may require.
And be it further enacted, that if any complaint or accusation made to any special justiceshall appear to him on previous inquiry, which he ishereby allowed to make prior to his re-ducing the same into writing as before directed, immaterial and not to deserve further con-sideration, he may dismiss the same, unless the person appearing before him shall insist uponproceeding therewith.

And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for eny apprenticed labourer to havein his or her possession any gunpowder, fire-arms or other offensive weapons of any de-scription whatever, without the knowledge, consent and approbation of his or her employer,or the representative of such employer, and that every such offender, on conviction beforeany special justice, shall be adjudged to confinement with hard labour for an time not ex-ceeding three months, or to whipping not exceeding 39 lashes, or to both of such punish-ments, at the discretion of the said special justice; and every employer of, or manager,
overseer,
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overseer, or other person having the direction or superintendence of any apprenticed labourer
or labourers, and all constables, special constables, and other persons in authority, civil or
military, within these Islands, are hereby required to dispossess any such apprentice or ap-
rentices of any gunpowder, muskets, pistols, swords, cutlasses, pikes, spears, daggers or

other offensive or dangerous weapons, which he, she or they may have in his, her or their
ossession without such permission, and cause the same to be delivered to or as directed by

the Governor, to be disposed of or kept in such place of security as he shall order; and in
order to prevent a collection of gunpowder and offensive and dangerous weapons getting into
improper hands, by which the safety ofthe Colony may be endangered, that any justice of
the peace for these Islands may, on receiving such information as shall show a probability of
any such collection being making, to give authority to such proper persons as he may appoint
to search any such suspected depositories-of arms or gunpowder for improper purposes as he

may receive informationof..-

And be it further enacted, that upon any complaint or information to any special justice
of the peace, made by or against any apprenticed labourer, for or on account of any matter
or thing or offence against the provisions of this or any other Act or Acts relating to
apprenticed labourers and their employers, or which is or may be incidental to or arising
out of the relation of any apprenticed labourer to his or her employer,.or the person enti-
tled to his or her services, or upon or for the infliction of any corporal punishment upon
any apprenticed labourer by his or her employer, or upon or for any breach of the peace
by any apprenticed labourer upon the person of his or her employer, it shall and may be
lawful for the special justice of the peace before whom any such complaint or information is
made or lodged, and he is hereby directed to receive and take the same in the manner and
form aforesaid, and to hear, and in a summary manner determine the same, either dismissing
such complaintor information as frivolous or vexatious, or malicious, and summarily punish-
ing the partybringing the same as hereinafter directed, or sentencing, on conviction, the
party complained against to any of the pains and penalties particularly prescribed for such
offence as he or she shall have been found guilty against this or any other Act or Acts of
these Islands, passed or to be passed in conformity with the said Act of the Imperial Parlia-
ment aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that upon the preferring or lodging of any accusation, charge
or information imputing to the party charged a capital or transportable offence, or upon or
for the infliction of any corporal punishment upon any apprenticed labourer by his or her
employer, or upon or for any breach of the peace by any apprenticed labourer upon the
person of his or her employer, it shall and may be lawful for the special justice of the peace
receiving the same, and he is hereby directed, after having taken the said accusation, charge
or information in the manner and form hereinbefore prescribed, to issue his warrant for the
apprehension of the alleged offender, and having him or her before him, to commit him or her
to the common gaol of these Islands; or if the alleged offence is one bailable by law, to
take bail in such sum as to the said justice shall seem sufficient, with one or more responsible
sureties, who is or are to justify, should the said justice so please, for the appearance of the
said alleged offender at the Court of King’s Bench and quarter sessions of the peace then
next to be holden for the said Islands, then and there to answer to any prosecution that may
be preferred against him or her by the party complaining; and the said special justice of the
peace is hereby further empowered, in cases of any capital or transportable offence, to bind
over the party accusing to prosecute such alleged offender for such offence at the said court.

And be it further enacted, that upon the taking in the manner and form hereinbefore pre-
scribed, by any special justice of the peace, of any complaint or information made by any
apprenticed labourer, or by any employer of any apprenticed labourer, for or in respect of
any matter, thing or offence against the provisions of this or any other Act or Acts passed or
to be passed relative to apprenticed labourers or their employers, or the persons entitled to
their services (other than a capital or transportable offence, or in cases where there is reason
to apprehend that the party charged would endeavour to escape, or in all cases when there
is reason to apprehend danger to the public peace from delay), the said special justice shall
summon the person complained against or informed upon to appear at a time and place to
be named in such summons; and if he or she shall not appear accordingly, then, upon proof
upon oath of the due service of the said summons upon such person, by delivering the same
to him or her personally, or by leaving the same at his or her usual place of abode, or by
reading the same to him or her, the said special justice may, unless a good and sufficient
cause for such non-attendance be made, issue his warrant to the deputy provost-marshal or
to a constable for compelling the same, and may, should he deem it necessary, bind over
the person so complained of by recognizance to appear before him at such time and place
as he shall appoint for hearing and deciding upon such complaint; and should such person
refuse to enter into such recognizance and give the required security for his or her appear-
ance, such person shall, by order of the said justice, be sent to gaol, or, if any apprenticed
labourers, to gaol or such other place of confinement as the said justice shall think proper
to order, there to remain until the time appointed for the hearing, or until such recognizance
shall be entered into; and such justice shal} upon conviction sentence such offender to the
punishment or punishments prescribed in and by this or any other Act or Acts to the com-
mission of the particular offence he or she hath been so convicted of.

278-11. 7 Provided
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Any justice of the peace
may search for suc
suspected depositories,

Clause 7.
The special justice may
proceed to examine in a
summary manner any
complaint brought by
or against any such
apprentice.

Clause 8.
In complaints for
offences such justice
may issue his warrant,
examine, and either
commit or bail the
offender.

Clause 9.
But where there is no
fear of escape, said jus-
tice may summon par-
ties to appear.
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Clause 10.
Any person against
whom a charge is pre-
ferred may obtain a copy
of same in writing.

Clause 11,
- On proceeding in the
charge said justice must
read over the charge to
the defendant, or in pre-
sence of some person
appearing in his behalf. -

Clause 12.
Employer ofsuch ap-
prenticed labourer may
proceed by indictment
in the first instance, if
he thinks proper.

Clause 13.
Such justice may issue
his summons for the
attendance ofwitnesses;
how to proceed if such
is not attended to.

Clause 14.
Any person giving false
testimony to be liable
to all penalties of per-
jury.

Clause 15.
In case there is no wit-
ness other than the per-
son making the charge,
said justice may take
the oath of the accused,
except for an indictable
offence.
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Provided always, and be it further enacted, that all or any person or persons who shall
have preferred against him, her or them any complaint, charge or accusation or information,
shall at any time, upon demand made to the special justice of the peace receiving the same,
be entitled to a sight, and also a true copy, if required, of such complaint, charge, accusation
or information reduced into writing as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that at the time and place specified in any summons issued by
any special justice for proceeding upon any complaint, charge or information preferred or
lodged before him, such special justice shall, in the presence of the party complained against
or charged or informed upon, if i attendance, or in the presence of any other person attend.
ing on his or her behalf read over the complaint or charge or information subscribed and
sworn to in the manner and form hereinbefore directed, and shall take in writing the plea or
answer of the party complained against, or charged or informed upon, whether guilty or not
guilty, if he or she be in attendance; and the said special justice shall examine all the wit.
nesses in support of the said complaint, or charge or information, and then examine all the
witnesses on the part of the party complained against, or charged or informed upon, and
shall take in writing the evidence of any or all of the witnesses on either side, which, when
finished, shall be read, signed or marked, certified and attested, in the manner and form
directed in cases of complaints, charges, accusations or informations made before, and taken
and received by any special justice.

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and declared, that nothing herein contained
shall prevent or be construed to prevent any employer of any apprenticed Tabourer, on whose
person any breach of the peace may have been committed by any such apprenticed labourer,
rom applying for redress by warrant from any justice of the peace for these Islands in the
first instance, and by indictment in ordinary form of law, if he or she shall prefer sodoing
to complaining to the special justice: provided always, that any punishment’ by summary
conviction and sentence of such special justice under this Act, inflicted on any apprenticed
labourer for any such breach of the peace, shall be a bar to any further punishment for the
same bv any superior court of criminal jurisdiction within these Islands, anything herein
contained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

And be it enacted, that the special justice before whom any witness or witnesses shall
be required to give testimony in support or in refutation of any complaints or accusa-
tions made by or against any apprenticed labourer, is hereby empowered and required to
issue his summons respecting the time and place when and where such witness or witnesses
is or are to give his, her or their attendance ; and in case of the non-attendance of any such
witness, upon due proof being made of the service of such summons upon him or her, such
justice is hereby required to issue his further summons, calling upon such non-attending
witness to be and appear at such time and place as shall be therein specified, to show
cause for such non-attendance, and failing so to do, on his or her oath, or by the oath of
some other person, or if he or she shall not attend such further summons, due proof of
service thereof being made, he or she shall, if an apprenticed labourer, be imprisoned by
order of such justice, with hard labour, for any time not exceeding three nor less than one
month, or if any other than an apprenticed labourer, fined in any sum not exceeding 51. to
the use of the person on whose tehalf he or she was summoned to give evidence, and in
default ofpayment, the same to be levied on his or her goods andchattels, and for want
thereof, to be imprisoned for any time not exceeding three nor less than one month.

And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons, upon examination on oath or
affirmation before any special justice or any commissioner appointed or to be. appointed
conformably to the said Act of the Imperial Parliament, shall wilfully and corruptly give
false evidence, or shall in such affidavit or deposition wilfully or corruptly swear, affirm or
allege any matter or thing which shall be false or untrue, every such person or persons so
offending, and being thereof duly convicted, shall be and is and are hereby declared to be
subject and liable to the pains and penalties of persons convicted of wilful and corrupt
perjury:
And be it further enacted, that in case there is no witness in support of any complaint,

charge, accusation or information, but the person making the same, it shall and maybe
lawful, and the special justice ishereby required and directed to take the oath of the part
complained against, accused or charged or informed upon, he or she consenting thereto, and
the said special justice is hereby required to take the same in the same manner and form
as hereinbefore directed by this Act to be made and taken in cases of complaints or accusa-
tions, charges or informations made, preferred or adjudged before any such special justice:
rovided always, that such oath shall not be made, taken or received in any case which

imputes to the party charged a capital or transportable offence, or disobedience of orders by
any apprenticed labourer to the lawful commands of. his or her employer, or any insolence
or insubordination, or breach of the peace, on the part of any apprenticed labourer to his or
her employer; and provided also, that evidence shall in all such cases be received, when

_ necessary, as to the credibility of any witness, and that such special justice shall, should

Clause 16.
Saidjustice may adjourn
his proceedings, and
commit the party
charged, if necessary.

any doubt anise, satisfy himself, previously to the swearing of any witness, that he or she
hath a competent knowledge of the nature and obligation of an oath.

And be it further enacted, that any special pustice before whom any complaint, charge
or accusation or information is made, may from time to time adjourn any proceedin
therein, and if necessary shall commit the party charged with a capital or transporape

offence
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offence to custody, if an apprenticed labourer, to the house of correction or any other place
. of confinement established by law, and if any other person, to the common gaol of these
Islands, pending such adjournment, or to take bail, if such offence is by law bailable, for
his future appearance.

And be it further enacted, that all fines and penalties imposed by this Act to the use of
the party damnified, shall be paid into the hands of such special justice of the peace who
imposed the same, and he is hereby directed to pay over the same to the party entitled
thereto, taking an acknowledgment from the party receiving, if he shall see fit.

And be it further enacted, that any and every special justice under this Act awarding to
any person any punishment not authorized by law for him to award, shall be subject and
liable to the action or suit of the party aggrieved by the award of such unlawful or un-
authorized punishment.

And be it further enacted, that in all prosecutions or actions in any of the superior courts
of the said Virgin Islands, in which any apprenticed labourer appears as plaintiff or defen-
dant, or in which any such apprenticed labourer may be concerned, thatthe special justice
of the peace in which such apprenticed labourer resides, shall appear on the part ofand
rosecute for, or defend, or otherwise protect, any such apprenticed labourer or his interests,

in the same manner as owners of slaves, before the 1st day of August 1834, did protect the
interests of their slaves.

And be it enacted, that all summonses, warrants, commitments and other process to be
issued by any special justice, shall be executed by, and such justice is hereby authorized to
issue and address the same to the provost-marshal of these Islands, or his lawful deputy,
or to any constable of the said Virgin Islands.

And be it further enacted, that all fines and penalties imposed in and by virtue of this
Act, shall be and the same are of current gold and silver money of these Islands.

And be it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall, during the term of his or her
apprenticeship, wilfully absent himself or herself from the service of his or her employer, or
commit any offence for which he or she shall be sentenced to confinement, by which the em-
ployer of such apprentice shall lose his or her services, that such apprentice shall be subject
and liable to make satisfaction for the loss thereby sustained by such employer, by working
in the service and for the- benefit of the person or persons so entitled to his or her services
for so long a time, during the hours by this Act allowed to him or her for his or her benefit,
as shall be equal to the loss so sustained by any such absence, so that such extra service
shall not in any case exceed 15 hours in any one week; or if full compensation shall not
thereby be made to the person or persons entitled to the services of any such apprentice for
the loss sustained by any such absence, that such apprentice shall be liable to a prolongation
of his or her apprenticeship after the original term shall have expired, for so long a time as
will be sufficient to make up such loss: provided always, that no such additional or new
apprenticeship shall be-compellable after the expiration of seven years next after the termi-
nation of such original apprenticeship.

And be it further enacted, that every special justice of the peace who shall take any recog-
nizance under this Act shall, seven days preceding the sitting of the Court of King’s Bench
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Clause 17.
All fines, &e. imposed
to be paid into the hands
of the justice who im-
posed them; who to be
given to.

Clause 18.
Any special justice
awarding any punish-
ment not authorized by
law, liable to action of
party aggrieved,

Clause 19,
The special justice shall
rotect the apprenticed
jabourers in any suit or
action, as owners of
slaves did before the
Ast August.

Clause 20.
Special justice may ad-
dress summonses, war-
rants, &c. to thedeputy
provost-marshal, of to
any constable.

Clause 21.
All fines and penalties
to be in currentgold and
silver money.

Clause 22,
Any such apprentice
absenting himself from
employer’s service must
make reparation for the
loss of time, by after
servitude.

Clause 23.
All recognizances to be
delivered to the clerk of

and quarter sessions of the peace, holden in and for these Islands next after the taking of the Crown 7 days pre-
the same, transmit such recognizance to the clerk of the Crown of these Islands, by him to
be kept among the records of the said court, for the purpose of any prosecution which the
party aggrieved may please to institute.

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that in all cases any person other than an
apprenticed labourer who shall think himself or herself aggrieved by any such conviction,
may appeal to the next Court of King’s Bench and quarter sessions of the peacé, which
shall be holden not less than 12 days after such conviction; provided that such person shall
give to the complainant a notice in writing of such appeal, and of the cause and matter
thereof, within three days after such conviction, and seven clear days at the least before the
first sittings of such Court, and shall also either remain in custody until the saidfirstsittings,
or enter into a recognizance with two sufficient sureties, who shall justify upon oath, if neces-
sary, before a special justice of the peace, conditioned personally to appear at the said King’s
Bench or quarter sessions of the peace, and to try such appeal, and to abide the judgment
of the Court thereupon, and to pay such costs as shall be by the Court awarded; and upon
such notice being given, and such recognizance being entered into, the justice before whom
the same shall be entered into, shall liberate such person if in custody, and the said court
at its first or subsequent sittings shall hear and determine the matter of the appeal, and shall
make such order therein, with or without costs to either party, as to the said Court shall
seem meet; and in case of dismissal of the appeal or the aftirmance ofthe conviction,
‘shall order and adjudge the offender to be punished according to the conviction, and to pay
such costs as shall be awarded, and shall, if necessary, issue process for enforcing such judg-
ment.

And for the protection of the special justices of the peace acting under this or any other
Act or Acts passed or to be passed respecting the relation subsisting between apprenticed
278—II. . labourers

vious to the sitting of
the court,

Clause 24.
Any person other than
such apprentice, ag-
grieved by sentence of
special justice, may
appeal. Mode of.

Clause 25.
Any prosecution against
any special justice for
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anything done in pur- labourers and their employers or other persons entitled to their services, Be it enacted, that
euance of this Acttobe al] actions and prosecutions to be commenced against any such special justice of the peace
commenced within six : . : C
months, Notice to be 0r anything done in pursance of this or any other Act or Acts as before mentioned, or b
given. mistake or misapprehension in the conception, or under the impression that he was actin

under any of the same, shall be commenced within six calendar months after the fact com-
mitted, and not otherwise, and notice of such action, and of the cause thereof, shall be given
to the defender one calendar month at least before the commencement of the action; and no
such action or prosecution shall be commenced against any such special justice of the peace
for any thing done in the execution of his office, until such notice in writing of such intended
commencement of such action or prosecution shall have been delivered to him; and in an
such action or prosecution the defendant may plead the general issue, and give this or an
other Act or Acts before mentioned, and the special matter, in evidence at any trial to be had
thereupon, and no plaintiff shall recover in any such action if tender of sufficient amends ig
proved on any such trial to have been made by any such special justice of the peace before
such action brought ; and in any such action, if any such special justice of the peace shal]
at any time before judgment tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for the wrong or
injury in respect of which the same may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of suit up
to that time incurred, then upon proof thereof produced at the trial of such action, and that
sufficient amends had been tendered and refused, judgment shall be given for the plaintiff in
the amount only of the sum sotendered,-subject nevertheless to the reduction therefrom of
the costs of suit of the defendant; and if a verdict shall pass for the defendant, or the plain-
tiff shall become nonsuit or discontinue any such action after issue joined, or upon demurrer
or otherwise judgment shall be given against the plaintiff, the defendant shall recover treble
costs of suit, and have the like remedy for the same as any defendant hath by law in other
cases; and although a verdict shall be given for the plaintiff in any such action, such plaintiff
shall not have costs against the defendant unless the chief or other justice presiding in the
court in which such action is tried, shall certify his approbation of the action and of the
verdict obtained thereupon.

Clause 26. And be it further enacted, that if any special justice of the peace shall exceed or abuse the
Tf any suchjustice hall wers in him-vested by this or anyother Act passed or to Fe assed in pursuance of the
veoted, liable to action 8aid Act of Parliament for the abolition of slavery, he shall be subject and liable to the action
ab suitofparty. or suit of the party aggrieved; and if any person shall recover a verdict against him in such

action or suit, such person so recovering a verdict against him shall be entitled to receive
treble costs from such special justice of the peace.

_ Clause 27, And for providing for any omission as to the protection, or as regards the responsibility of
Specialjustices vtec. 20Y Special justice of the peace, Be it further enacted, that all any and every such special
tion, andgoverned by justice of the peace within the said Virgin Islands are and is hereby declared to be under
the same rules as other the same protection, liable to the same responsibility, and governed by the same rules, as all
justices, or any other justices of the peace of England or of the Virgin Islands are, or is, or may be

by the common law, or by any statute of Great Britain, or by any other Act of the said
Virgin Islands.

Clause 28. And be it further enacted, that the instrument to be used in the infliction of corporal
Instrument of punish- punishment by flogging under this Act, shall be a cat-o’-nine-tails similar to those used for
mentto beacat-o'-nine- the purpose in His Majesty’s navy.

Clause 29. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be deemed, taken and considered as a General
This Act to be deemed Act, and shall be taken notice of as such by all judges, justices and jurors, and other persons
andjaken to bea gene- whomsoever, without specially pleading or showing forth the same.

Dated at Tortola, this 19th day of July 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.
Passed the Assembly, the 8th day of April 1834.

Thomas Wm. Crooke, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, the 23d day of April 1834,
By command, Richard King, Clerk of Council.

Thomas Marsh, Speaker.

(signed) § Wm. Roger Isaacs, President.

 

— No. 40. —
Virgin Islands :—Tortola.

AN ACT to regulate the removal of predial Apprenticed Labourers from one plantation
or estate to another; the Alienation, by sale, inheritance or will, of the Services of

Apprenticed Labourers; the Apprenticeship of Children of Apprenticed Labourers ; and
the relation in which Apprenticed Labourers will stand towards the State in the said
Virgin Islands; and thereby to carry more effectually into operation theenactments
contained in that behalf in an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, intituled,

« An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the

Industry of the Manumitted Slaves ; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled
to the Services of such Slaves ”

Preamble. ; Wuereas it is deemed expedient to provide for the removal of predialapprenticed

labourers from one plantation or estate in this Colony to another, to regulatethe manne q
a whic

No. 40.
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which the services of apprenticed labourers shall pass, by sale, inheritance or otherwise, and VIRGIN ISLANDS:
to establish rules for the apprenticeship of children who shall not have attained the age of |TORTOLA.
six years on the 1st day of August 1834, and of those thereafter to be born of apprenticed
labourers, conformably with certain provisions of an Act of Parliament of the 3d & 4th years Appendix (B.)

 

 

of His Majesty King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British —
Colonies: We, therefore, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Governor and Colonial Laws.
Commander-in-Chief of Your Majesty's slands of Antigua, Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Chris- No. 40.
topher, Nevis, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica, and in his absence, the chief
officer administering the government of the said Virgin Islands, and the Council and
Assembly of these Your Majesty’s Virgin Islands, do humbly pray Your most Excellent
Majesty that it may be,

And beit, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that no praedial apprenticed Clause 1.
labourer who may, in the manner provided and declared of and concerning the same in and byPhat po apprenticed
the said hereinbefore mentioned Act of Parliament, become attached to the soil, shall be subject to work for employer on
or liable to perform any labour in the service of his or her employer or employers, except ny other estate than
upon, or in, or about the works and business of the plantations or estates to which such ‘ally ouplodedenon
redial apprenticed labourer shall have been attached, or on which he or she shall have previously to Ist Au-
Been usually employed on or previously to the Ist day of August 1834: provided never- gust 1834, except by
theless, that with the consent in writing of any two or more justices. of the peace holding Consent oftwo special
special commissions, it shall and may be lawful for the person or persons entitled to the tobeattestedand
services of any such attached predial apprenticed labourer or labourers,-to transfer his, her recorded.
or their services to any other estate or plantation within the same Colony to such person
or persons belonging; which written consent shall in no case be given, or be of any
validity, unless any such justice shall first have ascertained that such transfer would not
have the effect of separating any such attached preedial apprenticed labourer from his or her
wife or husband, parent or child, or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such
relation to him or her, and that such transfer would not probably be injurious to the health
or welfare of such attached predial apprenticed labourer; and such written consent to any
such removal shall be expressed in such terms, and shall be in such ease given, attested
and recorded in such manner as shall for that purpose be hereinafter prescribed.

And for the purpose of supplying the deficiency of the section last recited, Be it further Clause 2.
enacted, that in case of there being but one justice so specially commissioned as aforesaid Tfonly one special jus-
residing within the said Virgin Islands at any time when any such consent shall be required, tice is appointed, the
the consent of that one shall be sufficient for the purpose of removal or transfer of any shallbesufficient.
such predial attached apprenticed labourer or labourers: provided always, that such con- Form thereof.
sent shall be in writing, and shall bes igned by the special justices, or special justice, if
only one special justice be residing in the said Virgin Islands, as required by this Act; and
that such consent shall express tobe given in their or his capacity of special justice, and that
the form of the consent aforesaid be in words following:

“ These are to certify, that upon the application of (the name of the employer desirous of
removing his apprenticed labourers or labourer), according to the provisions of an Act, in-
tituled, ‘ An Act (this Act),’ we (or I, as the necessityof the ease may be), have inquired
into the circumstances of the case, and being satisfied that such removal may be made with.
out infringing any of the regulations in the said Act in this respect contained, we (or I, as
the necessity ofthe case may require), do hereby permit the said (employeraforesaid) to remove
the several attached preedial apprentices named (here name them, specifying the relations, or
reputed relations,.they may bear to each other), from plantation or estate,
in the district, to plantation or estate in the same or

district. Given under our hands (or my hand, as the necessity of the case
may be,) this day of 18

And be it further enacted, that any special justice giving and joining in such consent, shall Clause 8.
insert in a book, which is hereby directed tobe by him kept for the purpose, a true copy of Such consenttohere.
the consent by himself sogiven or joined in as aforesaid, there to remain as a record of purpose to be kept, and
such transfer, and shall deliver such written consent to the employer or employers applying *true copy thereofgiven

therefor. to employer, if required.

Andbe it further enacted, that such consent as aforesaid shall not be necessary where such Clause 4,
attached predial apprenticed labourers or labourer may be employed in any occasional workSuchconsent potpene
or business, by desire of their employer, on any estate or plantation, or otherwise, whichworkorbusiness,but‘only in
or business shall not continue for more than five days in succession, and that the foregoing caseof removal for per-
clauses shall apply only to removal for the permanent domicile of such labourers. manent domicile.

And be it enacted, in conformity to the 10th section of the said hereinbefore mentioned _ _ Clause 5.
Act of Parliament, that the right or interest of any employer or employers to and in the ser- Sere cea gence aeprens
vices of any apprenticed labourers, shall pass and be transferable bybargain and sale, con-bysaleor otherwise, but
tract, deed, conveyance, will or descent, according to law; provided that no such appren- *uch transfer not to se-
ticed labourer shall by virtue of any such bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, willPuemandsi ae
or descent, be subject to or liable to be separated from his or her wife or husband, parent or °
child, or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her.

And in accordance with the 13th section of the said Act of Parliament, Be it further Clause 6.
enacted, that if any child who, on the said ist day of August 1834, had not completed oer thdweae
his or her sixth year, or if any child to whom any female apprenticed labourer may Qive years, or any born after,
birth on or after the said Ist day of August 1834, shall be brought before any justicetobe broughtbeforetheQ7R 7 I. cf special Justice, and id it
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of the peace holding any such special commission as in the said Act of Parliament men-
tioned, and if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of such justice that any such
child is unprovided with an adequate maintenance, and that such child hath not completed
his or her age of 12 years, it shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required, on
behalf of any such child, to execute an indenture of apprenticeship, thereby binding such
child as an apprenticed labourer to the person or persons entitled to the services of the
mother of such child, or who had been last entitled to the services of such mother; but in
case it shall be made to appear to any such justice, that such person or persons aforesaid is
or are unable or unfit to enter into such indenture, and properly to perform the conditions
thereof, then it shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required, by such indenture
to bind any such child to any other person or persons to be by him for that purpose ap.
proved, and who may be willing and able properly to perform. such conditions; and it shall
y every such indenture of apprenticeship be declared whether such child shall thenceforward

belong to the class ofattached preedial apprenticed labourers, or to the class ofunattached pree-
dial apprenticed labourers, or to the class ofnon-preedial apprenticed labourers, and the term of

. Such apprenticeship of any such child shall by such indenture be limited and made to continue

Clause 7.
Form of such indentures
of apprenticeship to be
the same used in Eng-
land, conformably to this
Act.

Clause 8. /
When such indenture
is properly executed,
copy to be delivered to
the party. .

Clause 9.
Such indenture to be
recorded in # book to be
kept for that purpose.
Indenture tobe pre~
served by the special
justice for inspection.

Clause 10.
All apprenticed labour-
ers under this Act are
exempted and excluded
from all offices, civil or
military, during such

‘ term; exceptions
thereto.

said Virgin Islands, intituled, “ An Act to extend to His Majesty’s free

Clause 11.
This Act to be in force
on Ist August 1834.

in force until such child shall have completed his or her 21st year, and no longer; and every
child so apprenticed as aforesaid, by the order of any such justice of the peace as aforesaid,
shall, during his or her apprenticeship, be subject to all such and the same rules and regula-
tions respecting the work and labour to be by them done or performed, and respecting the
food and other supplies to be to him or her furnished, as any other apprenticed Jabourers in
the said Act before mentioned: provided always, that the said indentore of apprenticeship
shall contain sufficient words of obligation upon the employer to allow reasonable time and
opportunity for the education and religious instruction of such child.
And for the settling the form of the indenture requisite and necessary for the purpose of

apprenticeship, Be it further enacted, that the form of such indenture of apprenticeship shall
be the same as forms of apprenticeship used in England, making the same conformable with
the requisitions of this Act.

And be it further enacted, that whensoever any such indenture ofapprenticeship is executed
by the necessary parties, that a counterpart shall likewise be executed, and delivered to the
party to whom any such apprenticed labourer is apprenticed.

And be it further enacted, that whensoever any of such indentures of apprenticeship shall
be executed by the necessary parties thereto, the same shall be recorded in a book by such
special justice executing the same, which is hereby directed to be kept for the purpose by
such special justice, and the special justice shall preserve the said indenture of appren-'
ticeship in his said office ready for inspection, or any other purpose for which it may be
required.

And be it further enacted, in accordance with the 22d section of the said hereinbefore men-
tioned Act of Parliament, that all and every persons or person in the said Virgin Islands who,
on or after the 1st day of August 1834, shall become apprenticed labourers or labourer by
the terms and force and effect of this Act, or of the said Act of the said Imperial Parliament,
shall, during the continuance of any term of apprenticeship as therein and thereby specified,
be exempted and excluded, except in the cases hereafter mentioned, from the performance
of any service, civil or military, in the same, and shall be and are and is hereby disqualified
from holding or exercising, and shall be and are and is hereby declared incompetent, except
in the cases hereinafter mentioned, to hold any situation, civil or military, in the said Virgin
Islands, during the continuance of every term of such apprenticeship; and also shall be and
are and is hereby exempted from all or any imprisonment for any debts or debt which they,
or any of them, may contract or incur; anything contained, or which may be construed or
considered as contained to the contrary in any Act or Acts, andparticularly in an Act of the

oloured and free
Black subjects of the said Virgin Islands, in the manner thereafter mentioned, all the rights,
privileges and immunities which are now held and enjoyed by His Majesty’sWhite subjects,”
In anywise notwithstanding: provided always, that nothing herein shall extend, or be con-
strued to extend, to absolve, disqualify or declare incompetent any apprenticed labourers or
labourer, during the term of any of their or his time ofapprenticeship aforesaid, from the duty
of serving, at the request of his or their employer or employers, in a civil or military capacity,
if appointed thereto by the Governor, or person lawfully administering the government of
the said Virgin Islands, by and with the advice and consent of the Privy Council ofthe same,
in case of rebellion or other great public exigency, or to serve as special constable as directed
by any other Act passed in pursuance of said Act of Parliament.
And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be in force on the Ist day of August 1834,

and not before, and shall thenceforward be deemed a general Act, and all persons to take
notice and govern themselves accordingly. ;

Dated at Tortola, this 19th day July 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.

Passed the Assembly, this 8th day of April 1834.
Thomas William Crooke, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this 23d day of April 1834.
By command, Richard King, Clerk of Council.

Thomas Marsh, Speaker.

(signed) William Roger Isaacs, President.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 865

DOMINICA.

—No. 41. —_

Dominica.

AN ACT for registering all Persons actually within this Island, on the 1st day of August
in this present Year of our Lord 1834, and who shall have been dulyiregistered as
Slaves, in conformity with the Laws now in force; and also, for establishing a Classi-
fication thereof, for the purposes set forth in and by an Act of the Imperial Parliament
of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, “ An Act for the abolition of Slavery throughout
the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for
compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves.”—

(Passed 19th May 1834.)

Wuereas it is necessary that a registry should be made of all persons actually within
this Island, on the 1st day of August in this present year of our Lord 1834, and who shall
have been duly registered as slaves, in conformitywith the laws now in force: And whereas
it is also necessary that the slaves actually appearing by such registry to remain, should be
divided into classes, as hereinafter directed : We, therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and
loyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-chiefof Your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua,
‘Montserrat, Barbuda, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, theVirgin Telands, and Dominica,
and the Council and Assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Dominica, humbly pray
Your Most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,

1. And be it and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all persons who on
the gist day of July, in the present Year of our Lord 1834, shall be in possession of any
slave or slaves in this Island, and who by the laws now in force are required to make
triennial returns thereof, shall on the ist day of August 1834, or within 30 days thereafter,
make and give in to the registrar of slaves, returns thereof, in all respects in conformit
with the laws now in force, establishing such triennial registry; and in addition thereto sha
make an alphabetical list of all slaves, &c. &c. appearing by such returns to remain on the
date aforesaid, divided into the following heads and classes; that is to say, “ predial
attached,” “ preedial unattached,” “ non-pradial,” and “ under aix years”: provided always,
and be it enacted, that under the head of “ predial attached,” shall be included alone all
persons who, on the said gist day of July 1834, shall be of the full age of six years and
upwards, and who in their state of slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the
manufacture of colonial produce or otherwise, upon lands belonging to their owners; under
the head of “ predial unattached,” shall be included all such persons who in their state of
slavery were actually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce,
or otherwise, upon lands not belonging to their owners; and under the head of * non-
preedial” shall be included all such persons as are not included in either of the two last-
mentioned classes: provided also, that for the purposes aforesaid, every slave engaged in his
ordinary occupation on the seas, shall be deemed and taken to be within this Island; and
for the greater uniformity of such returns, and that no person may pretend ignorance of the
proper form thereof, an example is contained in a schedule to this Act annexed, to which all
persons are required to conform: provided always, that no person above the age of 12 years
shall be included in either of the classes of “ pradial attached,” or “ predial unattached,”
unless such person shall for 12 months at least, previous to the 28th day of August 1833,
have been habitually employed in preedial labour.

2. And, to the intent that all persons required to deliver in returns and lists as aforesaid
may be duly apprised of the proper time of doing so, and of the manner and form thereof;
be it enacted, that the registrar or his deputy shall, and he is hereby required, as soon as
possible after the passing of this Act, to send printed copies of the same to the way-
wardens of the respective parishes, for distribution amongst the inhabitants thereof ; and
shall cause advertisements to be inserted in the newspaper of this Island, notifying the
proper time of delivering in the said returns; and shall also cause to be printed, at the
public expense, a sufficient number of the forms of returns directed by the first clause of
this Act, and shall transmit the same, with the printed copies ofthis Act, to the way-
wardens as aforesaid, who are hereby required to distribute the said schedules or forms, to
such persons as shall apply for the same: and if the said registrar or his deputy, or any of
the way-wardens, shall neglect to perform any of the duties by this Act directed, such party
so offending shall for every such neglect forfeit the sum of 200 2. current money: provided
always, that theway-wardens shall be allowed to employ such constables, or other as many
free persons as may be necessary in their respective parishes, forgiving publicity to
this Act, and notification of the time for making the returns; and the said constables or
other free persons shall be entitled to demand and receive, on the production of a certifi-
cate from a majority of the respective way-wardens, the sum of 1s. 6d. for each person
80 summoned or notified.

3. And be it further enacted, that the registrar shall carefully preserve the original lists
or returns given in to him, and cause the same, within six months after receiving them, to be
copied clearly and distinctly (under the names of the parishes from which such returns are
respectively made), in abook strongly bound and duly paged and indexed, to be by him
278—I1. provided
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provided and kept in his office; and such book or books are hereby declared to be public
property: and when and so soon as the said lists or returns shall have been duly entered
and recorded as aforesaid, the said registrar or his deputy shall give notice forthwith, b
advertisements in the public newspapers, that the same are completed, and the said book or
books shall continue open in his office for the inspection of the public.

4. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the registrar or
his deputy shall, at the expiration of theperiod aforesaid, authenticate the said registry in
the same manner and form as by law he is now required to do in regard to the registry of
slaves.

6. And be it enacted, that the persons making and giving in the returns and lists by this
Act directed, shall, on the said 1st day ofAugust 1834, or within 90 days thereafter, appear
before the registrar of slaves, or his lawful deputy, and make an affidavit of the truth thereof,
in the form set forth at foot of the schedule to this Act annexed.

6. That if the registrar of slaves shall see cause to doubt the accuracy of any such
return, he shall summon the party making such return, and also the labourer, respecting
whom such doubt shall have arisen, and also any witnesses on behalf of such labourer, and
on behalf of the pa who may have made such return, to appear before him at a time and
place to be appointed by the registrar, who shall then and there proceed to inquire into the
accuracy of such return, and for that purpose examine the person making such return, the
labourer respecting whom such doubt shall have arisen, as well as any witnesses on behalf
of either party; and the registrar may, if necessary, from time to time adjourn such
examination, and after full examination the registrar shall either confirm or correct such
return as he may see fit, and shall thereupon give notice to the person who may have made
such return, and to the apprenticed labourer, of his decision : provided always, that if either
the party making such return, or the labourer to whom it may refer, shall be dissatisfied
with the decision of the registrar, such party may, on his own behalf and the registrar, or
any special magistrate may, on the behalf of such labourer, apply to the chief, or to an
other judge of the Court of Common Pleas, by petition, setting forth the nature of such
decision and the objections thereto; and the judge to whom any auch petition may be
preferred shall proceed in any summary way to hear and to decide upon the same; and his
decision shall be final and conclusive.

4. That any person neglecting or omitting to make the return or the affidavit herein-
before mentioned, or to attend the registrar when summoned by him for the purpose afore-
said, shall incur a penalty of not more than 25/.,nor less than 508. current money, to be
recovered in the manner hereinafter provided; and in the event of the wilful absence of an
person so summoned, it shall be lawful for the registrar to proceed and to decide any such
question as though such party had attended.

8. That the judges of the said court shall make all necessary rules for regulating the pro-
ceedings upon every such petition, in the manner which may be most conducive to method,
punctuality and dispatch.

g. That when such proceedings as aforesaid shall have taken place, the registrar or his
lawful deputy shall amend such return accordingly; and when any question shall arise
respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs, such registry, or a certified
extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive evidence of the fact.

10. That if the registrar or his deputy shall, in the exercise of his said office, refuse or
neglect to do anything which he is herein required to do, such registrar or his lawful deputy
shall, for every such offence, incur the penalty of 2002. currency; and shall, moreover, be
liable to civil suits or actions of such person or persons as may be aggrieved, or sustain any
damage or injury by such refusal or neglect.

11. That the said registrar shall, after the authentication of the returns hereinbefore
directed, receive out of any public monies in the treasury the sum of goo/. current money,
for the duties required of him by this Act; and any person or persons requiring a certified
copy or copies, or an extract or extracts from the said registry, the registrar is hereby
authorized to demand and receive for such copies or extracts at and after the same rate
that the registrar of deeds is allowed by his docket for copies or extracts of deeds out of

is office.

12. That all and every the fines, forfeitures and penalties imposed by this Act, shall be
recovered by bill,plaint or information, in any court of record in this Island, and that one

moiety of the said fines shall go to the informer, or person suing for the same, and the other
moiety to be paid into the treasury of the Colony, for the public uses thereof,

13. That if any person or persons shall knowingly ‘and wilfully make any false oath to
any of the matters or things Ey this Act required, or shall corruptly procure or suborn any
erson or persons.to make any false oath, such person or persons so making or procuring to

be made such false oath as aforesaid, shall be declared guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury,
or subornation of perjury, and shall, upon conviction thereof, suffer such punishment as 18
inflicted for such offences by the laws of England.

Scuennere.
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Scnepure and Arripavir referred to in and by the foregoing Act.

Return of all Slaves (belonging to 4. B., or attached to the Plantation called ———— the Property
of C. D., as the case may be,) in the Parish of —— on the 31st day of July 1834; with an
Alphabetical List and Classification thereof made by (himself, or by . F. as Attorney, or otherwise,
as the case may be).

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

      
   
  

Sex. z, | Country 3
< &

No. NAMES. 3 | COLOUR. 3 : : Ordinary Em- Causes of Increase z
2 3 21/8 is ployment, - or Decrease. 3
2/38 a 1s & . 3

4 Per last Return ~-| af af~- - e«fe-] af a _

| Increase:
1{ Adam - + ~~] 1]--| Black -|28|--{ 1] Labourer +| Purchased from A. B.
2 | Betsey = - -|--{ 1] Mulatto-{25|--! 11 Domestic -| Gift of C. D.

_ 3 3 a) 4

Decrease:
1 | Alexandre - lf 1] +--+! Black -| 50] 1| - -|Fieldlabourer| Sold to E. F.
2| Bob - 2 -f| L]--] ditto -]40}--] | dito- ~-] Died.

2 | 2|- aj 1

4 Total remaining -} 21 3 1t 3

CLASSIFICATION.

LIST silsi|.gl.i, ee 124/22 | se
Ba|Ee| 23|2
BE jag a a

1 | Adam - - 2] 2] --] Black -/] 28 ]--| 2] Labourer -} 3 —
a2} Betsey + - -+j--! 1] Mulatto-| e5|--! 1] Domestic -|- -|- -| 2 |—
3| Bacchus - - =| 1] --{Cabre -{(45{ 1| -~-|Fieldlabourer|- -| 3 —
4| Cesar - + -| 1{--| Black -|]30]--] 1| Mason -/- -| a | —           
I, A. B., do-ewear that the Return and List now by me given in, contains a true and exact accoun

and description, according to the several particulars herein specified, of all the slaves who on the 31s
day of July 1834, were attached to the plantation called —— in the parish of —-_——- (or belong-
ing to me, if an owner, or belonging to ——_-_—-, for whom I am attorney, agent, trustee, or otherwise,as the case may be,) according to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

 

Sworn before me, this

 

day of 1834. Sohelp me Gop.

— No. 42. —
Dominica, .

AN ACT for the abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of Compensation; and No, 42.
for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves.—(Passed 9th May 1834.)

1. WHEREAs an Act has recently passed the Imperial Parliament, intituled, “ An Act
for the abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industryof the Manumitted Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to theServices of such Slaves:” and whereas by that Act the sum of twenty millions poundssterling is appropriated towards compensating the holders of slaves whose property isthereby affected: and whereas, in consideration thereof, it is expedient thata Bill should
ass the Legislature of this Island to effect the abolition ofslavery; be it therefore enacted,
y the Governor and Commander-in-chief of His Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Mont-

serrat, Barbuda, Saint Christopher, Nevis, Arguilla, the Virgin Islands and Dominica, andof the Council and Assembly of this His Majesty’s Island of Dominica, and it is herebyenacted, by the authority of the same, that from and after the 1st day of August 1834,all persons who in conformity with the laws now in force in this Island, shall on or before the
oe!sf August 1834, have been duly registered as slaves in this Island, andwho on
— . : e
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the said ist day of August 1834, shall be actually within this Island, and who shall be
such registries appear to be, on the said ist day of August 1834, of the full age of six
years, or upwards, shall by force and virtue of this Act, and without the previous execution
of any indenture of apprenticeship, or other deed or instrument for that purpose, become
and be apprenticed labourers; provided, that for the purposes aforesaid, every slave belong-
ing to this Island, engaged in his ordinary occupation on the seas, shall be deemed and
taken to be within this island, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

2. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of an
such apprenticed labourer, such person or persons shall be entitled to the services of suc
apprenticed labourer as would for the time being have been entitled to his or her services as
a slave if this Act had not been made.

3. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that all slaves who may at any time previous
to the passing of this Act have been taken with the consent of their possessors, and all
‘apprenticed labourers who may hereafter with like consent be taken into any part of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall from and after the passing of this Act
be free, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

4. And be it enacted, that all such apprenticed labourers shall, for the purpose of this
Act, be divided into three distinct classes; the first of such classes consisting ofpreedial
apprenticed labourers, attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state
of slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce,
or otherwise, upon lands belonging to their owners; the second of such classes consisting
of predial apprenticed labourers not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who
in their state of slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of
colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands not belonging to their owners ; and the third of
such classes consisting of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed
labourers not included within either of the twopreceding classes : provided always, that no
person of the age of 12 years and upwards shall be included in either of the said two
classes of predial apprenticed labourers, unless such person shall have been, since the
28th day of August 1832, habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of
colonial produce.

§- And be it further enacted, that no person who by virtue of this Act shall become
a preedial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall continue
in such apprenticeship beyond the 1st day of August 1840, and that during such his or her
apprenticeship no such predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to
the soil, shall be bound or liable, by virtue of such apprenticeship, to perform any labour in
the service of his or her employer or employers, for more than 45 hours in the whole of any
one week.

6. And be it: further enacted, that no person who by virtue of this Act shall become
a non-predial apprenticed labourer, shall continue in such apprenticeship beyond the ist
day of August 1838. ,

4. Andbeit further enacted, that if before any such apprenticeship shall have expired,
the person or persons entitled for and during the remainder of any such term to the services
of such apprenticed labourer, shall be desirous to discharge him or her from such appren-
ticeship, it shall be lawful for such person or persons so to do by deed poll or instrument
in writing, to be proved before a judge or justice of the peace, and recorded in the
Secretary’s-office of this Island: provided nevertheless, that if any person so discharged
from any such apprenticeship by any such voluntary act as aforesaid, shall at that time be
of the age of 50 years or upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such disease, or
mental or bodily infirmity as may render him or her incapable of earning his or her sub-
sistence, then and in every such case the person or persons so discharging any such
apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, shall continue and be liable to provide for the support
and maintenance of such apprenticed labourer during the remaining term of such original
apprenticeship, as fully as if such apprenticed labourer had not been discharged therefrom.

8. That, in order to prevent the improper discharge of labourers, incompetent from age
or disease, to earn their own living, be it enacted, that if any deed or discharge shall be
executed gratuitously, and without any valuable consideration passing to the owner or
other person effecting the same, the labourer so to be discharged shall, previously to the
actual execution of any such deed, appear before any special justice, and if it shall appear
to the said special justice that such labourer is under the age of 14 years, or above the age
of 50 years, or is labouring under any habitual disease or infirmity of mind or body, the
employer or person effecting such discharge shall, under his or her hand and seal, execute
and deliver to the said special justice a good and sufficient bond to His Majesty, in the
enal sum of 200/1., with a condition thereunder writtenfor the defeas ance thereof, such
abourer shall be properly fed, clothed and maintained until the 1st day of August 1838, in
the case of non-predial labourers, or until the ist day of August 1840, in case of predial
labourers; and no such gratuitous discharge shall be valid and effectual in the law, or shall—
be received to be recorded in the ottice of the secretary of the Island, until such bond
aforesaid shall be duly executed, registered and deposited in the said office: provided
nevertheless, that the Chief Justice, and in case of his absence any other judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, shall be and:is hereby declared authorized,by an order under his
hand, to dispense with such bond as aforesaid, in any case in which it shall be made to
appear to him that neither the welfare of the labourer to be discharged, nor the interest
of the Colony at large, requires that such bond shall be so entered into.

g. Provided
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g. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that no such bund as aforesaid shall
be required in the case of any discharge by will; but if at the time of the death of the
testator, the labourer so discharged shall be under the age of 14 years, or above the age of
50 years, or labouring under any such disease or infirmity as aforesaid, the estate of such
testator shall be liable to and chargeable with the maintenance of such labourer, until the
ist day of August 1838, in the case of a non-predial labourer, and until the 1st day of
August 1840, in the case of a predial labourer, as fully as if the said testator had in his or
her life-time executed such bond as aforesaid: provided always, and be it hereby enacted,
that in the event of the discharge of a person as aforesaid, under the age of 14 years, the
estate of the testator shall only be liable and bound until such apprenticed labourer attains
that age, unless he or she shall at that time be labouring under any habitual disease or
infirmity of mind or body as aforesaid.

10, And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any such apprenticed labourer
to purchase his or her discharge from such apprenticeship, even without the consent, or in
opposition, if necessary, to the will of the person or persons entitled to his or her services,
upon payment to such person or persons of the appraised value of such services.

11. And be it enacted, that when any apprentice under this Act shall be able and willing
to purchase his or her discharge, and the party entitled to the services of such apprentice
shall refuse or be unwilling to sell suchdischarge, such apprentice shall be at liberty to
apply to the nearest magistrate, to be appointed by special commission, who shall thereupon
give notice to the person entitled to the service of such apprentice, or his or her repre-
sentative or agent, and such last-mentioned person shall thereupon appointa justice of the
peace of the parish or precinct in or nearest to which the apprentice shall reside, who shall
and is hereby required to associate himself with such special justice of the peace, and the
said two justices shall also associate with them one other justice of the peace, who is also
hereby required to associate himself as aforesaid; and in case the said special justice and
general justice of the peace cannot agree on the third justice so to be called in, then the

overnor or Commander-in-chief of this Island shall name and appoint such third justice.
12, And be it further enacted, that the said three justices shall meet at the usual place

of public business for the parish or precinct, or at such other place as the justices them-
selves shall appoint, and shall proceed to fix a value upon such apprentice, which valuation
shall be binding and conclusive on all parties; and, upon the amount of such valuation
being paid to the person entitled to receive the same, or to the public treasurer as hereafter
mentioned, such apprentiée shall be absolutely discharged from the remainder of the term
of apprenticeship, and the three justices shall grant a certificate under their hands in the
form following: “‘ We do hereby certify and declare, that A. B., the apprentice of C. D., of
the parish of (or otherwise, as the case may be,) hath this day been dis-
charged and released from the remainder of the term of his or her apprenticeship. Given
under our hands this day of .” Provided, that notice of the
time and place of meeting shall be given to the person entitled to the services of such
apprentice, or other person in charge, to be left at his or her usual place of residence at least
10 days before such meeting, and that the said justices shall and may issue their summons
to any witness of whose materiality they shall be satisfied, either on the part of the appren-
tice or the person entitled to his or her services, and shall examine such witnesses on oath
touching the value of the services of such apprentice ; and in case any person so summoned
to attend shall refuse or neglect to attend, the said three justices shall, and they are hereby
empowered and required to issue their warrant, authorizing any lawful constable to appre-
hend and bring any such person so summoned before them, in order that he or she may be
examined in the premises.

13. And be it enacted, that in case any person shall, by virtue of any title or interest
either in remainder, reversion, expectancy or otherwise, or by virtue of any security, claim
any right to the services of the said apprentice for the remainder of the term of his appren-
ticeship, expectant upon the death of the person then entitled to his or her services,orby
virtue of such security, and shall by reason thereof claim a right to participate in the
amount paid for the discharge of such apprentice, the said three justices shall direct such
amount to be paid to the public treasurer, until the rights of the parties are ascertained and
decided, as hereinafter mentioned ; and such sum shall bear interest at 6 J. per centum

per annum until again paid out, and shall in the meantime be used as the public funds of
the Island.

14. And be it enacted, that any party claiming to be entitled to the sum sopaid to the
public treasurer shall be at liberty to apply, by summary petition or special motion, to any
of the supreme courts of judicature of ‘thisisland, who shall, upon hearing the matter,
adjudge and determine how and to whom such sum of money shall be paidandapplied;
and such judgment shall be binding and conclusive on all the parties, and the public trea-
surer shall thereupon pay such amount as the Court shall by their order direct.

15. And be it enacted, that in case the person entitled to the service of any apprentice
80 “plying to be discharged, shall refuse or neglect to appoint a justice, such special justice
shall associate with him a general justice of the peace, and such two justices shall there-
upon proceed in manner hereinbefore directed, and with the same power as hereinbefore
enacted respecting the said three justices.

16, And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be subject or lable to
be removed from this Island; and that no preedia! apprenticed labourer, who may in manner
aforesaid become attached to the soil, shall be subject or liable to perform any labour in the
278—II, service
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service of his or her employer or employers, except upon or in or about the works and
business of the plantations or estates to which such preedial apprenticed labourer shall have

been attached, or on which he or she shall have been usually employed on or previously to
the said ist day of August 1834: provided nevertheless, that with the consent in writing
of any two or more justices of the peace holding special commission, it shall be lawful for

the person or persons entitled to the services of any such attached predial apprenticed
labourer or labourers, to transfer his or their services to any other estate or plantation

within this Island to such person or persons belonging; which written consent in no case

shall be given, or be of any validity, unless any such justices of the peace shall first have

ascertained that such transfer would not have the effect of separating any such attached

predial apprenticed labourer from his or her wife or husbaud, parent or child, or from any

person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her, and that such transfer

would not probably be injurious to the health or welfare of such attached preedial appren-

ticed labourer; and that such consent shall be in the form following : “ These are to certify,

that upon the application of A. B. for liberty to remove certain predial attached labourers,
according to the provisions of an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act for the abolition of Slavery in

this Island, in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the Industry of the Manu-

mitted Slaves,’ we have inquired into the circumstances of the case, and being satisfied

that such removal may be made without infringing any of the regulations in the said Act

in this respect contained, we do hereby permit the said A. B. to remove the several pradial

apprentices named (here name them, setting them out in families where it can be done)

from plantation, in the parish of to lantation, in
the parish of (or otherwise, as the case may be). Given under our hands,

this day of 18 3” which said certificate shall be recorded in

a book to be kept by the public secretary of the Island, and for which service the said

public secretary shall receive the sum of gs. and no more; and such record, or a copy

thereof, certified by such secretary, shall be received and taken as evidence in all courts.

17. And be it further enacted, that the laws now in force as to the alienationby sale,

and as to the inheritance and bequest of slaves, shall during the time of apprenticeship, so

far asthe same may be applicable to the interest of the persons entitled to the services of

all apprenticed labourers, and which interest shall and may pass by sale, inheritance or will

in such manner as slaves could or might pass by the laws in force in this Island : provided

that no such apprenticed labourer shall be removed from his or her usual place of abode

for the purpose of any judicial sale; and in case of attached preedial labourers, such sales
shall not take place but together with the land.

18. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of any such apprenticeshi

as aforesaid, the person or persons for the time being entitled to the servicesof such

apprenticed labourer shall be, and is and are hereby required to supply him or her with

such food, clothing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenance

and allowances as by an Act, intituled “ An Act for the further Encouragement, Protection

and better Government of Slaves, and for the general Amelioration of their Condition,”

now in force in this Island, an owner is required to supply to and for any slave being of the

same age and sex as any such apprenticed labourer shall be.

19. And be it further enacted, that, subject to the obligations imposed by this Act upon

such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, all and every the persons who on the said 1st day

of August 1834 shall be holden in slavery within this Island shall, upon and from and after

the said ist day of August 1834, become and be, to all intents and purposes, free and dis-

charged of and from all manner of slavery, and shall be absolutely and for ever manumitted;

and that the children thereafter to be born to any such persons, and the offspring of

such children, shall in like manner be free from their birth; and that from and after the

said ist day of August 1894 slavery shall be and is hereby utterly and for ever abolished

and declared unlawful in His Majesty’s Island of Dominica.

20. And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years

on the said ist day of August 1834, or that children who after that day may be born to

any female apprenticed labourers, may not be properly supported by their parents, and no

other person may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such children, and it

is necessary that provision should be made for the maintenance of such children in any such

contingency ; be it therefore enacted, that if any child on the said 1st day of August 1834

had not completed his or her sixth year, or if any child to which any female apprenticed la-

bourer may give birth on or after the said 1st day of August 1834, shall be brought before

any justice of the peace holding special commission, and if it shall be made to appear to the

satisfaction of such justice that any such child is unprovided with an adequate maintenance,

and that such child hath not completed his or her age of twelve years, it shall be lawful for

such justice, and he is hereby required, on behalf of any such child, to execute an inden-

ture of apprenticeship, thereby binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the person

or persons entitled to the services of the mother of such child, or who had been last entitled

to the services of such mother; but in case it shall be made to appezr to any such justice

that such person or persons aforesaid is or are unable or unfit to enter into such indenture,

and properly to perform the conditions thereof, then it shall be lawful for such justice, and

he is thereby required by such indenture, to bind any such child to any other person or per-

sons to be by him for that purpose approved, and who may be willing and able properly to

perform such conditions; and it shall by every such indenture of apprenticeship be eclared

whether such child shall thenceforward belong to the class of attached prediaapprenticed
abourers,
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labourers, or to the class of unattached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-
redial apprenticed labourers;and the term of such apprenticeship of any such child shall

f such i venture be limited and made to continue in force until such child shall have com-
eted his or her twenty-first year, and no longer; and every child so apprenticed as afore-
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said by the order of any such justice of the peace as aforesaid, shall, during his or her appren- Colonial Laws.

ticeship, be subject to all such and the same rules and regulations respecting the work or
labour to be by them done or performed, and respecting the food and other supplies to be to
him or her furnished, as any other such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid: provided always,
that the said indenture of apprenticeship shall contain sufficient words of obligation upon
the employer to allow reasonable time and- opportunity for the education and religious
instruction of such child.

21. And be it further enacted, that the several justices of the peace having special com-
missions (and no other magistrate or justice of the peace in this Island) shall have, exercise
and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction over, and shall solely and exclusively take cog-
nizance of all offences committed or alleged to have been committed by any such apprenticed
labourer, or by his or her employer, in such their relation to each other; or of the breach,
violation or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to each other; or of any ques-
tion, matter or thing incident to, or arising out of, the relations subsisting between such
apprenticed labourers and the persons respectively entitled to their services: provided, that
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to abrogate or take away
the powers by law vested in the supreme courts of record, or the superior courts of civil and
criminal justice in this Island. .

22. And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any person or persons en-
titled to the services of any such apprenticed labourer, or any other person or persons other
than such justices of the peace, holding such special commissions as aforesaid, to punish
any such apprenticed labourer for any offence by him or her committed, by the whipping,
beating or imprisonthent of his or her person, or by any other personal or other correction
or punishment whatever, or by an addition to the hours of labour hereinbefore limited ; nor
shail any court, judge or justice of the peace punish any such apprenticed labourer, bein
a female, for any offence by her committed, by whipping or beating her person: provide
always, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend to exempt any apprenticed labourer
from the operation of any law or police regulation for the prevention or punishment of any
offence ‘which is or shall hereafter be in force in this Island in respect to all other persons
of free condition.

23. And whereas it is necessary that proper regulations should be provided for the main-
tenance of order and good discipline among the said apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring
the discharge ofthe services due by them to their respective employers, and for the pre-
vention and punishment of indolence, or the neglect or improper performance of work by
any such apprenticed labourer; and for enforcing the due performance by any such appren-

ticed labourer of any contract into which he or she may voluntarily enter, for any hired
service during the time in which he or she may not be bound to labour for his or her
employer; and for the prevention and punishment of insolence and insubordination on the
part of any such apprenticed labourers towards their employers; and for the prevention or
unishment of vagrancy, or of any conduct on the part of any such apprenticed labourers,

injuring, ortending to the injury of the property of any such employer; and for the sup-
pression and punishment of any riot or combined resistance of the laws, on the part of an
such apprenticed labourers, and for preventing the escape from this Island of any suc
apprenticed labourers during their term of apprenticeship: Be it therefore enacted, that
all such offences shall be tried in a summary manner before any justice appointed by special
commission; and any apprenticed labourer convicted of absenting himself or herself from
the service of his or her employer, without reasonable cause, he or she shall be compelled
to serve, for every hour of such absence, two extra hours, ptovided that such extra hours
shall not exceed 16 in the whole in any one week.

24. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted as aforesaid of
being absent without reasonable cause, for more than one day, shall in like manner forfeit
not exceeding two days’ labour of his or her own time: provided always, that it shall be
lawful for the special justice before whom such complaint shall have been heard, on which
he shall have adjudged that the said apprentice shall forfeit two days’ labour of his or her
own time, and he is hereby authorized and required so to divide the said two days’ labour
as shall not impose the obligation on such apprentice of working for more than 15 extra
hours in any one week.

25. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer, convicted as aforesaid of
being absent without reasonable cause for two succeeding days, or on two distinct days
within the same fortnight, shall be adjudged a deserter, and sentenced to hard labour for
a period not exceeding one week, or to any penal gang ofthe Island, or to receive a flogging
not exceeding 14 stripes.

26. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer, convicted as aforesaid of
being absent without reasonable cause for three or more successive days, or for three distinct

days, during any one fortnight, shall be adjudged a vagabond, and sentenced to hard labour
for a period not exceeding 14 days, or to any penal gang of the Island, or to receive a

flogging not exceeding 30 stripes.
27, And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted, as aforesaid of

being absent without roasonable cause for one entire week, or any longer time,shall, in
278—II. addition
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additionto such punishment by hard labour as aforesaid, be further sentenced to receive,
as any justice appointed by special commission shall direct, any number of stripes not
exceeding go.

28, And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be found wandering
as a vagrant beyond the limits of the plantation of his or her employer, without a written
permission from such employer, and who shall not be able to give a satisfactory account of
himself or herself, shall be liable to be apprehended, and upon conviction before any special
justice aforesaid, shall be adjudged a vagabond, and sentenced accordingly: provided, that
nothing in this clause contained shall be applied to apprenticed labourers on their way to
or from any place of divine worship, or to or from market, or at such market or place: pro-
vided, that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or construed to abridge or in any-
wise interfere with the full and free use and enjoyment by such apprentices of the time
allotted to them as their own, under and by virtue or the provisions of this Act.

2g. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall refuse or neglect
to perform any labour required under this Act, or who shall, by wilful negligence, damage
the property ofhis or her employer, or who shall be guilty of drunkenness,or of fighting, shall,
upon conviction thereof as aforesaid, forfeit to such employer any number of days’ labour
not exceeding four, out of his or her own time, or be sentenced to receive any number of
stripes not exceeding 20, and for the second offence within one month, shall be sentenced
to double that amount of punishment: provided always, that it shall be lawful for the
special justice before whom such complaint shall have been heard, on which he shall have
adjudged that the said apprentice shall forfeit three days’ labour of his or her own time,
and he is hereby authorized and required so to divide the said three days’ labour as shall
not impose the obligation on such apprentice of working for more than 15 hours in any
une week.

30. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be convicted, as
aforesaid, of insolence or insubordination to his ‘or her employer, shall be sentenced to hard
labour, or to any penal gang of the Island, for any time not exceeding two weeks, or to
receive any number of stripes not exceeding 39.

31. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall, by the careless
use of fire, endanger the property of his or her employer, or of any other person, or
who shall ill-use any cattle, or other stock, or who shall wantonly destroy or injure the
property of his or her employer, entrusted to his or her charge, shall, upon conviction thereof,
as aforesaid, be sentenced either to extra labour in his employer’s service for any time not
exceeding 15 hours in the whole in any one week, or to confinement to hard labour for any
time not exceeding one month, or to any number of stripes not exceeding 30 lashes, or to
any two or more such punishments.

32. And be it further enacted, that in case ofany riot or combined resistance to the laws
on the part of any three or more apprenticed labourers, the police of the parish, or of any
neighbouring parish, shall, on receiving information thereof, immediately repair to the spot,
and act as shall be directed by any special justice, for the repression of any such riot or
lawless proceedings ; and all apprenticed labourers engaged in any such riot shall, on con-
viction thereof as aforesaid, be sentenced to hard labour as aforesaid, for any term not
exceeding three months, or to receive any number of stripes not exceeding 39.

33- And be it further enacted, that any special justice resorting to or present at any such
riotous assemblage, shall cause a flag, or some other appropriate signal, to be approved of
by the Governor, to be exhibited as a warning to all persons there present to separate and
uietly disperse; and all apprenticed labourers who after the exhibition of such flag or

signal, shall not immediately disperse, shall, on conviction thereof before any two or more
special justices, be sentenced to hard labour as aforesaid for any term not exceeding three
months, and to receive any number of stripes not exceeding 39: provided, that in the
event of the unavoidable absence of such special justice, nothing herein contained shall be
taken to prevent any justice of the peace from quelling any riot or disturbance among such
apprentices in the same way and by the same means as by law he is now authorized to use
in quelling any riot, or preventing any breach of the peace among or by any of His Majesty’s
free subjects in this Island : And be it enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any apprenticed
labourer to keep, use, or have in his or her possession any Bunpowder, gun, swords, pistols,
or fire-arms of any description whatsoever, or any other offensive weapons, unless with the
knowledge and consent of his or her master, employer, or manager.

34. And be it enacted, that every apprentice so offending shall, on conviction before any
special justice, be punished with whipping, imprisonment, hard labour in the penal gang,
or any two or more of these punishments, as may be awarded by such special justice:
provided, that such whipping shall not exceed gg lashes, and such imprisonment shall not
exceed one month. .

35. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any such master, manager, or
lawful employer, to seize and retain any gunpowder, guns, swords, pistols, or fire-arms of
any description whatsoever, or any other offensive weapon unlawfully in the possession of
any apprenticed labourer, to be disposed of as any special magistrate may direct.

36. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer quitting or attempting to
quit the Island without the permission in writing of his or her employer, shall, on conviction
thereof before any special justice, be sentenced to hard labour,orto the penal gang ct the

sland,
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Island, for a term not exceeding three months, or to receive any number of stripes not
exceeding 39.

37. And be it further enacted, that ia cases wherein any apprenticed labourer shall have
been convicted of having absented himself or herself from the service of his or her
employer, without reasonable cause, for more than one day at a time, during 14 days, such
time so lost to such employer shall be made up to him or her by such apprenticed labourer
out of his or her own time, not exceeding 1§ hours in each week: provided, that such
extra service or compensation shall not be compellable after the expiration of seven years.

38. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall, by wilful neglect
or indolence during his or her own time, suffer his or her house or provision ground to fall
into decay and bad order, it shall and may be lawful for the employer of such apprenticed
labourer, with the sanction in writing of any special justice, to be obtained upon proof
before him of such neglect or indolence, to put the house or provision ground of such
apprenticed labourer into proper order for his or her comfort and support, and to deduct an
equivalent quantity of labour from his or her own time, not exceeding 15 hours in any
week.

39. And be it further enacted, that on every plantation the special justices shall appoint
one or more of the apprenticed labourers thereon, with the consent of the master or
manager, to’ be constables, who shall be empowered to maintain peace and order on such
lantation, under the directions of the proprietor or manager thereof, and to secure and place

in confinement any apprenticed labourer who shall commit any offence on such plantation,
or any apprenticed !abourer not employed on such plantation who may be found loitering
thereon without the knowledge or permission of the proprietor or manager thereof; such
apprentice, confined as aforesaid, not to be kept in custody longer than shall be necessary
to procure the attendance of the special justice: provided always, that if the attendance of
the special justice cannot be procured within 24 hours, it shall and may be lawful for the
proprietor or manager aforesaid to order the release of such apprentice so confined as afore-
said, after the expiration of 24 hours: provided nevertheless, that in the event of such
apprentice being discharged as aforesaid, the proprietor or manager shall, and he is hereby
tequired to prefer the complaint on which such apprentice was confined before the special
justice when he shall next come upon the estate: and provided, that nothing shall be
construed to give any such constable any power or authority over any of His Majesty’s
subjects except such apprenticed labourers.

40. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer or labourers shall resort
to a special justice to complain against his, her or their employer, and that such complaint
shall be adjudged frivolous or groundless, it shall be lawful for such special justice to
punish such complaining parties by adjudging them to repay double the extent of time
which may have been lost to hjs or her employer, not exceeding 15 hours in any one week,
or such other punishment by s,ripes not exceeding 20.

41. And be it enacted, that for all offences where punishment by flogging is authorized
to be awarded by this Act, it shall be lawful for the special justices, in case such offences
shall be committed by females, to sentence such females to solitary confinement, or confine-
ment in the stocks, for any period not exceeding six days, such stocks to be according to
one general model, to be sanctioned by the Governor.

42. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for any special justice to substitute solitary
confinement, or confinement in the stocks, in any case where punishment by flogging or
hard labour is hereinbefore directed, provided such solitary confinement or confinement in
the stocks shall not exceed, for any offence, and at any one time, six days.

43. Be it further enacted, that in all cases of solitary confinement or confinement in the
stocks, the person so confined shall be fed on such diet as the special justice shall direct,
and no other.

44. And be it enacted, that all other inferior misdemeanors, and other crimes committed
by apprenticed labourers against each other, or against the person entitled to his or her
service, or against any other person, and not hereinbefore specified, shall be heard and
determined before any justice appointed by special commission, reasonable notice of the
time and place of such trial being given to the person complained against; and such
justice, upon conviction of such apprentice, shall order and direct such punishment to be
inflicted as he may think proper, not exceeding 39 lashes, nor three months’ imprisonment,
with hard labour, or 20 days’ solitary confinement, or confinement in the stocks for any
period not exceeding six days: provided, that nothing in this clause contained shall be
taken to authorize such magistrate to sentence any female apprentice to be flogged or
beaten: and provided also, that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or taken to
deprive any of His Majesty’s subjects of his or her right to proceed against any such
apprentice in any of the courts of civil or criminal justice of this Island, for remedy against
any apprentice for any wrong or injury done to or committed against the person or property
of such subject: and provided also, that when any apprenticed labourer shall be con-
victed of indolence or neglect, or improper performance of work, the special justice before
whom such conviction shall take place, may, if he see fit, sentence the offender, either
alone or in addition to the punishment by flogging or hard labour hereinbefore directed, to
labour for any such number of hours or days in his or her own time, for the benefit of the
person entitled to his or her services, as the justice of the case may seem to require, not
exceeding 15 hours in any one week,
278—II, 45. And

DOMINICA.

Appendix (B.)

Coionial Laws.

No. 42.

 

907



908

DOMINICA.
 

Appendix (B.)
 

Colonial Laws.

No. 42.

 

374 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

45. And be it further enacted, that in cases in which the food of any such predial
apprenticed labourer is supplied not by the delivery to him or her of provision, but by the
cultivation by such predial apprenticed labourer of grounds set apart for the growth of
provisions, the persons entitled to their services shall, and are hereby required, during the
term of such apprenticeship, and no longer, to provide such predial apprenticed labourer
with ground adequate, both in quality and quantity, for his or her support, and within
a reasonable distance from his or her usual place of abode, under a penalty not exceeding
102. for each offence.

46. And whereas it is necessary that proper regulations should be made and established as
to the extent of such provision grounds hereinbefore mentioned, and as to the distance at which
such grounds may be so allotted from the ordinary place of abode of such pradial apprenticed
labourer; be it enacted, that, for the purposes of this Act, all grounds hitherto allotted to
every slave during such his or her state of slavery, for his or her maintenance and support,

shali, during the term of his or her apprenticeship, in quantity, quality and locality be
deemed adequate and proper for the maintenance and support of every predial apprenticed
Jabourer, unless good and sufficient cause be shown to the contrary: provided, and be it

enacted, that such predial or non-predial apprenticed labourer shall satisfy, in case of

complaint, such special justice that he or she has kept his or her ground in a due and proper
state of cultivation.

47. And whereas by the Act of the Imperial Parliament it is provided, that such preedial
apprenticed labourer shall be allowed out of the time, at the rate of 45 hours per week,
which the master or employer is entitled to from such labourer, such a portion of time as

shall be adequate forthe proper cultivation of his or her provision ground, and for the
raising and securing the crops thereon grown; be it enacted, that from and after the 1st
day of August next every predial apprenticed labourer shall be entitled to four hours and
one half of an hour out of the 45 weekly working hours hereinbefore mentioned, for

the cultivation of his or her grounds; and such portion of time shall be allowed to each
apprentice, either on any day or days in any one week, or by any number of days con-

secutively, at such period ofthe year as may be deemed by the employer or manager of
such property least detrimental and injurious to the cultivation of the plantation on which
he or she shall reside, and the gathering in of the crops and the manufacture of the produce
thereof ; and any person entitled to the service of any such predial apprenticed labourer,

who shall refuse or neglect to allow such portion of time to any such labourer, shall be
subject and liable to a penalty of 40s. for each offence, to be recovered as hereinbefore
rovided: provided always, that such number of days so allowed to the apprenticed
abourer, shall not exceed three consecutive days at one time: provided, and it shall and
may be lawful for the employer and the apprentice to enter into an agreement in writing,
of which a copy shall be given to the apprentice, to pay to the said apprentice such sum as
may be agreed on between them, in lieu of time: and provided also, that in the event of
non-payment of the sum agreed on at such times as shall be stipulated in the said agree-
ment, it shall and may be lawful for the special justice, on the application of the apprentice,
of which the employer shall have due notice, to issue a warrant against the goods of such

employer for the amount of the money due at the time of such application, which warrant
any constable is hereby required to execute, and make sale of the goods so taken under the
warrant, unless the amount for which the same is issued shall be paid within three days,

and the money to be received or levied under such warrant shall, immediately after the
receipt thereof by such constable, be paid over to the said apprentice.

48. And whereas in certain parts of this Island there may not be lands proper for the cul-

tivation of provisions, or by reason oflong continuance of dry weather or other casualty, the

rounds hitherto appropriated for negro grounds may be rendered unproductive ; be it
enacted, that in such case the master, owner or other person entitled to the service of such
apprenticed labourer shall, by some other ways and means, make good and ampleprovision

for all such apprenticed labourers to whose services they shall be entitled, in order that the
may be properly supported and maintained, under a penalty not excecding 40 s. for eac
offence: provided always, that in such case no diminution of the 45 hours, as hereinbefore-

mentioned, shall take place.

49. And be it further enacted, that all complaints made by an apprenticed labourer

against the person entitled to his or her services, touching any fraud practised, or refusal or

neglect to furnish any such apprenticed labourer with sufficiency of provision ground, or

of other means of maintenance and support, in cases where such apprentice has no pro-

vision ground, or of illegally and improperly withholding from such apprentice any portion

of the time allowed him or her to cultivate such ground, or of imposing task-work on any

apprenticed labourer contrary to the provisions of this Act, or of breach of any contract on

the part ofany person engaging the voluntary services of an apprenticed labourer, or of any

cruelty, injustice, or other wrong or injury done to or inflicted upon any ap renticed la-

bourer by the person entitled to his or her services, shall be heard, adjudged an determined

before any one or more special justice or justices, and he or they is or are hereby empowered

to punish any offender in any of these respects last mentioned with a fine not exceeding

104; and for default ofgoods and chattels whereon to levy such fine, the offender shall be=

committed to gaol until he or she shall pay or satisfy the same, but such imprisonment shall

not exceed five days: provided, that nothing herein mentioned shall be deemed or taken to

bar or destroy the right of an apprenticed labourer to proceed in the supreme courts of civil

or criminal justice for any wrong or injury done to or committed against his or her pro-
perty or person, by any person whomsoever.

: 50. And
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50. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in cases where it shall be
necessaryforthe cultivation ofany plantation, sugar work or other settlement, or for gather-
ing in or manufacturing the crops and produce thereof, to impose task-work on thepredial
apprenticed labourers thereof, or working thereupon, it shall be lawful for any special justice
to sanction such .task-work; provided such apprenticed labourers, or a majority of the
adults among them, shall be willing and desirous collectively to undertake the same.

51. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any employer and apprenticed
labourer mutually to contract together for work to be done, either by the day or by the task,
for such wages or consideration as they may agree upon: provided always, that such con-
tracts or engagements shall be sanctioned bya special justice, and that no such agree-
ment shall be for a longer period than one year, and that no task-work shall be imposed
upon any body ofapprenticed labourers except by consent of a majority thereof.

52. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all indentures of appren-
ticeship of children required by this Act shall be as nearly as the nature of the case will
admit, in conformity with, and upon the same terms and conditions as indentures of appren-
ticeship of children, made by the parochial or municipal authorities in any parish or town
in England, and shall be approved of by such special justice, and recorded in the Secre-
tary’s-office of this Island.

53- And be it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer, being in good health and able to
work, and being the father of a child under the age of 12 years, shall not make adequate
provision for the subsistence of such child, and which child the special justice has been
unable to apprentice as directed by the last clause of this Act, then and in such case it shall
be lawful for any special magistrate to adjudge any such labourer to hard labour during
such time as the said labourer is not compelledtowork in the service of his or her employer,
and to apply the earnings of such labourer towards the support and maintenance of an
suchchild.; and for that purpose such special justice may hire out the labour of any suc
father to any person who may be willing to agree for the same, or to labour on any public
works, on the best terms which can be procured ; but such compulsory labour as aforesaid
shall not be continued longer than may be necessary to provide for the maintenance of the
child of such labourer for one month in advance.

54. And be it also enacted, that in case any such child so unprovided for as aforesaid
shall have no father living, then the regulations aforesaid shall apply to the mother of such
child, if competent by her labour to provide for the maintenance of such child.
65. And be it further enacted, that all the penalties before denounced in cases of indo-

lence, neglect of work or otherwise, in respect of labour to be performed by the apprenticed
labourers in the service of their employers, shall apply to the case of labour to be ordered to
be undertaken for the maintenance of any such child as aforesaid.

56. And be it further enacted, that if any labourer shall, without lawful authority enter
into possessionof any land belonging to His Majesty, or to any person, any special justice,
applied to for ‘that purpose, shall dispossess such labourer from such land, and from any
buildings thereon erected, and cause the same, with all crops growing thereupon, to be deli-
vered up to the owner of such land; or in case such owner shall not within one month after
such seizure appear and prefer his claim to such land, then the special justice shall order
the crops,cattle, and other goods seized thereupon to be sold, and the proceeds of such sales
‘to be paid over to the public treasurer of the Colony.

57- And be it further enacted, that the summary process aforesaid shall not be taken in
any case where any such apprenticed labourer may have been for two years in the undis-
turbed possession of any such land.

58. And be it further enacted, that the special justice may further adjudge any appren-
ticed labourer unlawfully taking possession of such land, to imprisonment with hard labour,
for any time not exceeding three months, if it should be made to appear to his satisfaction
that such pussession was taken fraudulently, and with the knowledge of the labourer that
he had no lawful claim to such possession.

59. And whereas it is necessary that provision should be made for ensuring promptitude
and dispatch, and for preventing all unnecessary expense, in discharge, by the justices
holding special commissions, of the jurisdiction and authorities by this Act committed to
them, and for enabling such justices to decide in a summary way such questions as may be
brought before them in that capacity, and for the division of this Island into districts, for
the ‘purposes of such jurisdiction, and for the frequent and punctual visitation, by such
special justices, of the apprenticed labourers within their districts; and it is also necessary
that regulations shouldbe made for indemnifying and protecting such special justices of the
peace in the upright execution and discharge of their duties ; be it therefore enacted, by
the authority aforesaid, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions‘of Governor
of this Island, shall and he is hereby authorized, required and empowered to make division
of the Island into districts for the purposes of this Act, which division shall be made and
set out by metes and bounds, to be laid down and expressed by the Governor; and which
division and districts shall be made known and be publicly signified by proclamation to beissued for that purpose. |

60. :And_ be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the special justices to be
appointed for such districts, or some other.special justice, shall visit such plantation, sugar
work, or settlement within such district, upon or to which there shall be attached or upon
which there shall be working any number of preedial apprenticed labourers exceeding 20,
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one day at least in every 14 days, and oftener if required, for the purpose of hearing and
determining the several matters and things by this Act declared to be within theirauthority
and jurisdiction; and such special justices shall for that purpose have full and free inotess
and egress into and out of all such plantations, sugar-works, or other settlements, without
hindrance or molestation, at any time between sunrise and sunset; and shall also have
power, for the purpose of investigating any complaint, to cause to be brought before him
any of the apprenticed labourers belonging to or upon the said plantation, sugar-work, or
other settlement; and shall have such powers to summon and enforce the attendance of
witnesses, in cases of compulsory discharge from apprenticeship; and such special justice
may, if he pass sentence of confinement upon such apprentice, and if he shall see fit,
direct that confinement shall take place upon the plantation or settlement to which such
apprentice shall belong, or be then working upon.

61. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the person entitled to the
services of any apprenticed labourer working upon or attached to or living at any plan-
tation or settlement upon which there shall be less than 20 apprentices, shall be at libert
to carry an offending apprentice before any special justice, at the plantation or settlement
at which such special justice shall sit by virtue of this Act, nearest to the place where the
offences shall have been committed, or to any place within the district where such special
justice shall sit; provided such place shall be nearer than any plantation or settlement at
which such special justice shall so sit; and any apprenticed labourer uttached to orworking
upon or living at any plantation or settlement upon which there are less than 20 appren-
tices, may in like manner prefer his or her complaint, for any offences committed against
him or her, before the special justice at the plantation or settlement at which such special
justice shall sit, nearest to the place where such offence shall have been committed, or to
any place within the district where such special justice shall sit; provided, as aforesaid,
that such place shall be nearer than any plantation or settlement at which such special
justice shall so sit; provided, that when and as soon as police stations shall be appointed,
‘under and by virtue of any Act of the Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, in
any such districts, all such offences committed by and against apprentices upon plantations
or settlements having less than 20 apprentices, may be heard and determined before such
special justice at such station-house.

62. And be it further enacted, that any such apprenticed labourer, who shall during his
or her apprenticeship wilfully absent himself or herself from the service of his or her
employer, for a period exceeding three months at any one time, may be sentenced by any
special justice, either to serve his or her employer, after the expiration of his or her appren-
ticeship, for so long a time as he or she shall have so absented himself or herself from such
service, or to make satisfaction to his or her employer for the loss sustained by such
absence (except so far as he or she shall have made satisfaction for such absence, either |
out of such extra hours as aforesaid, or otherwise); provided, that such extra service or
compensation shall not be compellable after the expiration of seven years next after the
termination of the apprenticeship of such apprentice.

63. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be compelled or com-
pellable to labour on Sundays, except in works of necessity, or in tending of cattle; nor
shall any apprenticed labourer, except as aforesaid, be liable to be hindered or prevented
from attending anywhere on Sundays for religious worship, at his or her free will or
pleasure, but shall be at full liberty so to do, without any let, denial or interruption what-
soever.

64. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the ist day
of August 1834, no person whosoever shall, on Sunday, expose for sale in any market or
other place, or in any shop or other place, anyfoods, wares or merchandize, or provisions,
under a penalty not exceeding 5/. for every offence; provided, that in case the goods or
provisions so exposed for sale shall not exceed in value the sumof §/., the same may, in
lieu of such penalty, be forfeited by order of any justice of the peace for the benefit of the
poor of the parish in which such offence is committed; and provided also, that nothing
erein shall extend to prevent the keeping open of any druggist shop, tavern, lodging-

house, or the sale of fresh meat, fresh fish or milk, on Sunday; such sale, however, not to
take place in any town or village during the celebration of Divine Service therein; and
that from and after the ist day of August 1834, Saturday in each week shall be the day
given to every predial labourer; provided, that predial labourers employed in works of
necessity, tending cattle, domestic services and protecting property, shall have some other
day in heu of Saturday.

65. And be it enacted, that in all cases of urgent necessity it shall be lawful for the
owner, or other persons in management of such property where such necessity shall occur,
to require and compel the immediate and continued service of any or all the apprenticed
labourers during such emergency.

66. And be it enacted, that no such apprenticed labourer shall, during the continuance
of such their apprenticeship, be liable to be arrested or imprisoned for debt, or be liable
to be called on or be competent to serve in the militia of this Island, or to serve as a juror.

67. And be it enacted, that all such apprenticed labourers shall, during the term of such
their apprenticeship, be and they are hereby disqualified from being elected members of
Assembly, or churchwardens, or of voting at any election for any of the offices aforesaid, or
being appointed justices of the peace.

68. And
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68. And be it further enacted, that if any slave or slaves shall be guilty of any offence
not triable under an Act intituled, “ An Act for the further Encouragement, Protection
and better Government of Slaves, and for the general Amelioration of their Conditiod,” and
not brought to trial before the 1st day of August 1834, it shall and may be lawful to bring
such slave or slaves to trial under and by virtue of the powers and provisions of this Act,
and to-award such punishment as the law provides.

6g. And be it enacted, that if any suit or action shall be commenced against any special
justice, in respect of any act, matter or thing by him done by virtue and in pursuance
thereof, and the Court shall give judgment for the defendant, the plaintiff shall by that
judgment be condemned to pay treble costs of suit.

yo. And be it further enacted, that if in any suit or action such justice shall at any time
before final judgment tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for the wrong or injury in
respect of which the same be brought, and submit to pay the costs of suit up to that time
incurred; and if the plaintiff shall refuse to accept such amends and costs of suit; then, upon
proof made to the Court, af the trial of such suit, that such amends have been so tendered
and were sufficient, judgment shall be given for the plaintiff in the amount of the sum so
tendered, subject, nevertheless, to the reduction therefrom of the costs of suit of the
defendant.

71. And be'it enacted, that no suit or action shall be brought against any such justice in
respect of. any matter or thing by him done under or in pursuance thereof, unless the same
shall be commenced within six months after the cause of action occurred.

72. And be it enacted, that all fines and penalties imposed by this Act, shall be recovered
before any special justice of the peace by warrant of distress, and sale of offender’s goods
and chattels, to be applied for the use of the public of this Island.

73. And be it also enacted, that every such special justice shall’ keep a journal of all
cases brought before him, such journal to be kept in one uniform manner, to be prescribed
for that purpose by the Governor, a duplicate of which journal shall be transmitted by him
to the Governor at the end of every quarter.

44. And be it further enacted, that the said special justice shall issue all necessary sum-
monses, warrants and commitments, and draw up all convictions and other necessary and
sufficient documents for the purposes hereinbefore mentioned; and he is hereby vested with
all and every necessary authority to enable him to carry into effect the several duties hereby
imposed upon him, according to the true intent and meaning of the various provisionsof
this Act.

95. And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons shall knowingly and wilfully
make any false oath to any of the matters or thingsby this Act required, or shall corruptly
procure or suborn any person or persons to make any false oath, such person or persons 80
making or procuring to be made such false oath as aforesaid, shall be declared guilty of
wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall, upon conviction thereof, suffer such punishment as is
inflicted for such offence by the laws of England.

76. And be it enacted, that a certain statute, made in the 62d year of his late Majesty
King George the Third, intituled “‘ An Act to repeal certain Acts, and amend other Acts.
relating to Religious Worship and Assemblies, and Persons teaching or preaching therein,”
shallbe, and is hereby declared to be in force in this Island: provided nevertheless, that any
two or more justices of the peace bolding special commission under the gd & 4th Will. 4,
¢. 73, shall have, exercise and enjoy all and every the jurisdiction, powers and authorities
whatsoever which, by force and virtue of the said Act, are within the realm of England had
and exercised and enjoyed by the several justices of the peace, and by the court of sessions
therein mentioned.

77. And be it further enacted, that within the meaning and for the purposes of this Act,
every person who shall have the lawful direction or charge of any apprenticed labourer, shall
be deemed and taken to be the employer of such apprenticed labourer.

78. And be it further enacted, that within the meaning and for the purposes of this Act,
every person who for the time being shall be in the lawful administration of the government
of this Island, shall be taken to be the Governor thereof.

79. And be it enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or explained, by
any other Act or Acts to be passed this Session.
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—No. 43. —
St. Vincent.—(No. 308.)

‘AN ACT for the Abolition of Slavery in the Island of Saint Vincent and its Depen-
dencies,in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the Industry and good
conduct of the Manumitted Slaves.—(Passed 2d April 1834.)

Wuereas an Act has recently passed the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and
Treland, intituled, “ An Act for the Kbolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies;
for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons
hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves :”
And whereas in consequence of such Act, it is necessary not only that provision should be

made for promoting the industry and securing the good [conduct of the persons so to be
manumitted, but also that the laws now in force in these Islands should forthwith be adapted
to the new state and relations of society which will follow upon such general manumission
as aforesaid of the said slaves:
And whereas it has been provided in the said recited Act, that the sum of twenty millions

pounds sterling should be given to the persons entitled to the services of such slaves,
towards compensation for the loss which they will incur by their being deprived of their
right to such services:
And whereas in consideration of such compensation, it is necessary that a Bill should pass

the Legislature of these Islands to effect those purposes >

We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant Governor, Council
and Assembly of the Island of St. Vincent and its Dependencies, humbly pray Your most
Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it and it is hereby enacted by the autho-
rity of the same, That from and after the 1st day of August 1834, all persons who in con-
formity with the laws now in force in these Islandsshall, on or before the Ist day of August
1834, have been duly registered as slaves, and who on the said 1st day of August 1834,
shall be actually within these Islands, and who shall by such registry appear to be on the
said Ist day of August 1834 of the full age of six years or upwards shall, by force and
virtue of this Act, and without the previous execution of any indenture of apprenticeship, or
other deed or instrument for that purpose, become and be apprenticed. labourers; provided
that for the purposes aforesaid,.every slavebelongingto these Islands engaged in his ordi-
nary occupation on the seas, shall be deemed and taken to be within these Islands, to all
intents and purposes whatsoever.

2. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of any
such apprenticed labourer, such person shall be entitled to the services of such apprenticed
labourer as would for thetime being have been entitled to his services as a slave if this Act
had not been made.

8. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that all slaves within these Islands, who ma
at any time previous to the passing of this Act have been taken with the consent of their

ssessors, and all apprenticed labourers who may hereafter, with the like consent, be taken
into any part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall from and after the
passing of this Act be absolutely and entirely free, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

4. And be it enacted, that all such apprenticed labourers shall, for the purpose of this Act,
be divided into three distinct classes;the first of such classes consisting of predial appren-
ticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising all persons, who in their state of slavery
were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce or otherwise;
upon lands belonging to their owners ; the second of such classes consisting of predial appren-
ticed labourers not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of
slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce or
otherwise, upon lands not belonging to their owners; and the third of such classes, consist-
ing of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers not
included withineither of the two preeeding classes: provided always, that no persons of the
age of twelve years and upwards shall be included in either of the said two classes of preedial
apprenticed labourers, unless suchperson shall for 12 calendar months at the least next
before the passing of the Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, have
been habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or em-
ployed in preedial labour.

5. And be it further enacted, that no person who by virtue of this Act shall become
predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall continue n
such apprenticeship beyond the 1st day of August 1840; and that during such appren-
ticeship, no such preedial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil,
shall be bound or liable, by virtue of such apprenticeship, to perform any labour in the
service of his employer for more than 45 hours in the whole in any one week. And

6. n
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6. And be it further enacted, that no person who by virtue of this Act shall become a:
non-preedial apprenticed labourer, shall continue in such apprenticeship beyond the 1st day P°*4
of August 1838.

7. And be it further enacted, that if before any such apprenticeship shall have expired,
the person entitled for and during the remainder of any such term to the services of such
apprenticed labourer, shall be desirous to discharge him from such appreriticeship, it shall
be lawful for such person so to do by deed oll or instrument in writing, to be by him for
that purposemade and executed, andwhic shall be acknowledged before the register of
deeds, and recorded.inhisoffice : provided nevertheless, that if any person so discharged
from any such apprenticeship by any such voluntary act as aforesaid, shall at that time be
of the age of 50 years or upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such disease or
mental or bodily infirmity as mayrender him incapable of earning his subsistence, then and
in every such case the person so discharging any such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid,
shall continue and be lable to provide for the support and maintenance of such apprenticed.
labourer during the remaining term of such original apprenticeship, as fully as if such
apprenticed labourer had not been discharged therefrom.

g. And toprovide for the release of the services of labourers desiring to obtain the same
by purchase, in cases where the employers of such labourers may be unwilling or unable to
contract for such release, it is hereby further enacted, that if the employer of any appren-
ticed laboyrer in any of these Islands, or any person having an interest in any such labourer,
shall be unwilling to effect his release, or if the employer or any other person having a charge
upon, or interest in, any such labourer, shall be a minor or a married woman, or idiot or
lunatic, or ifthe person entitled to the services of any such labourer shall be absent from there
Istands, or if the employer of any such labourer shall demand as the price of his release a

eater sum ofmoney than may appear to the special justice to be the fair and just value
therecf, then and in each and every of the cases aforesaid, the chiefjustice of the Island, or

. in case of his death, absence or disability, the next Judge in commission, on application to
him for that purpose made by the special justice, shall issue a summons under his hand and
seal, requiring the employer of such labourer to appear before him by himself or his agents
at some convenient time and place, to be in such summons for that purpose a pointed, and
notice shall bepublished by the said special justice in thePublic Gazette of this Island, of
the time and place appointed for the purpose aforesaid,and in such notice all persons having.
or claiming to have any title or interest to or in the services. of the labourer proposed to be
released, either in their own right, or as the agents,guardians, trustees or representatives of
any other person, shall be required to attend and prefer such claim.

9. And be it further enacted, that at the time appointed for any such meeting as aforesaid,
the chiefjustice or other judge as aforesaid of the Island, in the presence of the special
justice of the district in which such labourer is resident, and also in the presence of the
employer of the labourer proposed to be released, or his agent, or upon proof being made to
him upon oath of the due service and publication of such notice as aforesaid, then, if neces-
sary, in the absence of such employer or his agent, shall proceed to hear in a summary way
what may be alleged by the said special justice, and by the employer or his agent, or other
person claiming any interest in the services of the said labourer proposed to be released and
attending in pursuance of any such notice; and the said chief justice or other judge as
aforesaid shall require the special justice, and the employer of such labourer or his agent, if
attending in pursuance of such notice, each to. nominate an appraiser of the value of his ser-
vices, and the said chief justice or other judge as aforesaid shall himself nominate an
umpire between such appraisers; but ifsuch employer or his agent, being duly summoned as
aforesaid, shall fail to attend, or attending shall refuse‘or omit to nominate an appraiser, then
the said chief justice or other judge as aforesaid shall not only nominate such umpire as
aforesaid, but shall also nominate an appraiser on behalf of such employer or his agent.

10. And be it further enacted, that the appraisers so to be nominated as aforesaid shall be
duly sworn by and before the said chiefjustice or other judge as aforesaid, to make a fair
and impartial appraisement of the services of the labourer so proposed to be released, and
within seven days next after such their appointment, such appraisers shall make a joint
valuation ofthe said services of the said labourer, and shall certify such their valuation to
the said chief justice or other judge as aforesaid, under their hands and seals; and in case
such joint certificate shall not be so made and delivered to the said chief justice or other
judge as aforesaid within the said term of seven days, then the said’ umpire, being duly
sworn in manner aforesaid, shall within the next: succeeding seven days certify his valuation
to the said chief justice or other judge as aforesaid ; and the valuation to be made in manner
aforesaid, either by. the said joint appraisers, or in their default by the said umpire, shall be
binding and conclusive, and shall be entered and inrolled among the records in the Register’s
Office of the said Island; and the said labourers whose services are so appraised, shall imme-
diately pay down the whole oftheir appraised value in gold and silver money unto the person
entitled to receive the same; and if the money be not immediately paid, all the proceedings
shall be and are hereby declared to be null and void, to all intents and purposes whatsoever,
and the inrolment aforesaid shall not take place.

11. And. be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourers belonging to these Islands,
shall be subject or liable to be removed therefrom, and that no predial apprenticed labourer
who may in manner aforesaid, become attached to the soil, shall be subject or liable to
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. rform any labour in the service of his employer except upon or in or about the works and
ST. VINCENT. Pasinessofthe plantations or estates to whith Tach preedial apprenticed labourer shall have
Appendix (B.) been attached, or on which he shall have been usually employed on or previously to the

1st day of August 1834: provided nevertheless, that with the consent in writing of any one
Colonial Laws, of the justices of the peace holding such special commissions as hereinafter mentioned, it -

No. 43. shall be lawful for the person entitled to the services of any such attached predial
apprenticed labourer, to transfer his services to any other estate or plantation within theseIslands to such person belonging; which written consent shall in no case be given, or be ofNortobeseperatedfrom any validity, unless any such justice of the peace shall first have ascertained that such

Busband, wife, pent OF transfer ‘would not have the effect of separating any such attached predial apprenticed
labourer from his or her wife or husband, parent ér ‘child, or from any person or persons
reputed to bear any such relation to him or her, except with the consent of the party to be
removed, and that such transfer would not probably be injurious to the health or welfare of
such attached predial apprenticed labourer; and such consent shall be recorded in a book
to be kept by the special justice of the district to which such labourers shall be Temoved,
and which consent shall be in form following :—“ These are to certify that upon theappli-
cation of A. B. for liberty to remove certain predial attached labourers {naming them]
according to the provisions of this Act, I have assented thereto. C. D., Special Justice.”

 

 

Servicesofapprentices 12. And be it further enacted, that the services of all such apprenticed labourers shallveal estate, and are hereby declared to be real estate, and not chattels, and shall descend unto the heir
of the person dying seised thereof according to the custom end manner of inheritance held
in fee simple, and widows shall be capable of being endowed thereof: provided always, that
any executor or administrator may inventory the said labourers, but not take them into his
custody, to the intent that if there be not sufficient goods and chattels to pay the debts ofthe
deceased, the residue of the services of the said labourers shall be taken and sold by such
executor or administrator for the payment of the said debts, and be chattels for that purpose,
and not otherwise.

Services ofapprentices 13. And be it further enacted and declared, that the right or interest of any em loyer ortransferablebybargain employers to and in the services of any such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, shall pass
andbe transferable by bargain and sale, contract, deed or conveyance, in the same manner
as real estate passes, or is transferred according to the laws of these Islands ; provided, that
no such apprenticed labourer shall, by virtue of any such bargain and sale, contract, deed
or conveyance, be subject or liable to be separated from his or her wife or husband, parent
or child, or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him, except
with the consent of the party whose services are proposed to be sold or transferred.

No market tobe heldor 14, And be it further enacted, that from and after the ist day of August 1834, no person
goods sold on Sunday. whosoever shall on Sunday expose for sale in any market or other place, or in any shop or

other place, any goods, wares or merchandize, or provisions, under a penalty not exceeding
51, for every offence; provided, that in case the goods or provisions so exposed for sale,
shall not exceed in value the sum of 5/., the same may, in lieu of such penalty, be forfeited
by order of any justice of the peace, for the benefit ofthe poor of the parish in which such

Provi offence is committed: And provided also, that nothing herein shall extend to prevent the190. . : .keeping open of any druggist shop, tavern or lodging house, or the sale of bread, freshmeat,
fresh fish, or milk on Sunday, such sale, however, not to take place in any town or village
during the celebration of divine service therein; and that from and after the 1st day of

Ove day in each week to August 1834, one day in each week shall be given to every predial labourer: provided, thatbegiventopreedial nothing hereinbefore enacted, shall extend to any domestic work or labour which may be
labourers. ,, performed by any apprenticed labourers usually employed as domestics or watchmen by da:Nottoextendtodomestic pe y ry Pp y ploy: y aaywork, &e. or night, or mariners, nor to any labour performed by any apprenticed labourer in the tending

or care of live stock, who shall continue to perform, for the usual periods, and at the usual
hours, the duties respectively assigned to them; and except as aforesaid, no apprenticed

No apprentice tolabour Jabourer shall be compelled or compellable to labour on Sundays, except in cases of urgent
on Sunday, exeeptim necessity; in which case it shall be lawful for the owner or other person in management of

cance ofneceatity. such property where such necessity shall occur, to require and compel the immediate and
continued :service of any or all the apprenticed labourers during such emergency: And pro-
vided also, that predial labourers employed in such works of necessity, tending cattle,
domestic services, and protecting property, if employed on their own day, shall have some
other day in lieuthereof,

Land, fish and timetobe 15. And whereas, preedial slaves in these Islands are supplied partly by food, and partl
allowedprediallabourers. hy the cultivation of grounds set apart for the growth of provisions ; Be it therefore enacted,

that during the continuance of such apprenticeship as aforesaid, the person for the time
being entitled to the services of every predial apprenticed labourer shall allow to each and
every such preedial apprenticed labourer a sufficient portion of land adapted to the growth
of provisions, and at the rate of two pounds of salted fish in-each and every week, for his sup-

port and maintenance, or some other equivalent, to the satisfaction of the predial apprenticed.
abourer; and shall allow to each and every such predial apprenticed labourer elevendays,
to be deducted out of the 45 working hours in each week, over and above the one ay
allowed in each week and Sundays, in every year, at the discretion of such employer of the
said predial apprenticed labourers or their agent, and as by them may bedeemed most
advantageous and beneficial to such predial apprenticed lahouters.

Regulations respecting 16. And whereas it is necessary that proper regulations should be made and established,
peowision grvunds, “ as to the extent of such provision grounds hereinbefore mentioned, and as to thedistance ‘

whic
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which such grounds may be so allotted from the ordinary place of abode of such preedial
apprenticed labourer; Be it enacted, that for the purposes of this Act, all grounds hitherto
allotted to every slave during such his state ofslavery for his maintenance and support shall,

during the term of his apprenticeship, in quantity, quality and locality, be deemed adequate
and proper for the maintenance and support of every preedial apprenticed labourer, unless
good and sufficient cause be shown to the contrary : provided, and be it enacted, that such
redial or non-preedial apprenticed labourer shall satisfy, in case of complaint, such special

justice that he has kept his ground in a due and proper state ofcultivation.

17. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall, by wilful neglect
or indolence during his own time, suffer his house or provision ground to tall into decay and
bad order, it shall and may be lawful for the employer of such apprenticed labourer, with
the sanction in writing of any special justice, to beobtained upon proof before him of such
neglect or indolence, to put the house or provision ground of such apprenticed labourer into

roper order for his comfort and support, and to deduct an equivalent quantity of labour from
is own time, not exceeding 15 hours in any one week.

18. And whereas, in certain parts of these Islands, there may not be lands proper for the
cultivation of provisions, or by reason of long continuance of dry weather, or other casualty,
the grounds hitherto appropriated for negro grounds may be rendered unproductive; Be it
enacted, that in such case the master, owner or other person entitled to the service ofsuch

apprenticed labourer shall, by some other ways and means, make good and ample provision

for ull such apprenticed labourers to whose services they shall be entitled, in order that the
may be properly supported and maintained, under a penalty not exceeding 40s. for each

offence: provided always, that in such case, no diminution of the 45 hours, as hereinbefore

mentioned, shall take place.

19. And be it further enacted, That it is and shall be the duty of every employer, or his.
agent, of apprenticed labourers, and he is hereby required, once in every year to deliver for

the use of the labourers, clothing of the following description :—Six yards of oznaburgs, six

yards of pennistons, or three yards six-fourths wide cloth for every labourer above 12 years
of age, and half the quantity for every labourer under that age, and to each labourer one

hat or cap: provided always, that employers may substitute other articles of clothing in

' lieu of those named, but which shall be in value equal to those.mentioned in this clause.

20. And be it further enacted, that every employer of apprenticed labourers shall employ
some person duly qualified in the practice of physic and surgery, to attend them as occasion

shall ‘require, provided such medical practitioner can be procured; and that when any
labourer shall be sick, or unable from any accident or cause whatsoever to perform his usual
labour, the employer or his agent shall cause such labourer to be visited by the said medical
practitioner, and shall provide such medicines, food and other necessaries as shall be deemed

requisite by him ; and the said practitioner, as has heretofore beea customary, shall keep

a book upon each estate, wherein the names of the patients, diseases, and his prescriptions
shall be inserted.

21. And be it further enacted, that subject to the obligations imposed by this Act upon
such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, all and every the persons who on the said Ist day

of August 1834 shall be holden in slavery within these Islands, shall upon, and from and
after the said 1st day of August 1834 become, and_be, to all intents and purposes, free and.
discharged of and from all manner of slavery, and shall be absolutely and for ever manu-
mitted; and that the children thereafter to be born to any such persons, and the offspring
of such children, shall, in like manner be free from their birth; and that from and after the

said Ist day of August 1834, slavery shall be, and is hereby utterly and for ever abolished
and declared unlawful throughout these Islands. oe

‘92. And be it further enacted, that all persons who shall become apprenticed labourers on
the said 1st day of August 1834, shall be, and are hereby declared to be entitled to all the
rights and privileges of free persons, except as the same may be restricted by this or any
other Act: provided always, that no person who shall become an apprenticed labourer by
virtue of such Act, shall have or exercise any political franchise whatsoever by virtue of any _
property which he may acquire; nor be capable of serving as a juror, or of holding any
office except as a constable or beadle ; nor shall he be eligible to serve in the militia, unless
in cases of great emergency, to be judged of by the Governor and a Council of War, when
he shall be compelled to serve with the same liabilities as all other persons.

23. And be it further enacted, that such apprenticed labourers shall not, during the con-
tinuance of such their apprenticeship, be liable to be arrested or imprisoned for debt.

24, And be it further enacted, that all offenders triable under the Act commonly called the
Slave Act, and: who shall not have been brought to trial before the Ist day of August next,
shall and may be proceeded against and punished as the saidAct provides, and as if this Act |
had not been passed,

25. And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years
on the said 1st day of August 1834, or that children who after that day may be born to
any female apprenticed labourers, may not be properly supported by their parents, and
thatno other person may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such children;
Be it therefore enacted, that if any child, who on the said Ist day of August 1834, had

- 278.—I11. . hot

915

ST. VINCENT.

Appendix (B.)

 

Colonial Laws.
No. 43-

 

Penalty on labourers
neglectmmg their houses
and provision grounds.

Provision to be made for
labourers in cases where
their grounds cannot
support them.

Clothing.

Medical practitioner to
be employed.

Slavery utterly and for
ever abolished after the
Ast day of August 1834,

' Apprenticed labourers
entitledtotheprivileges
offreepersons.

Exceptions.-

Not to be arrested or
imprisoned for debt.

Offenders under the Slave
Act may be proceeded
against, :

Children under six years
ofage on let August
1834, and those born
after that cay, how pro-
vided for. .



916

ST. VINCENT.

Appendix (B.)
——

 

Colonial Laws.
No. 43.

 

Parents to make provi-
sion for their children.

Indentures of apprentice-
ship of children.

Special Justices.

Special Justices to have
sole jurisdiction over all
matters between employer
and apprentice.

Special Justices alone ta
_. punish apprentices.

NoFemaleapprentice to
be whipped er beaten.

Special Justices to ap-
point constables on each
plantation.

382 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

not completed his sixth year; or if any child, to which any female apprenticed labourer may
give birth on or after the said 1st day of August 1834, shali be brought before a special
Justice, and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of such justice, that the parent of any such
child is incapable of providing it with an adequate maintenance, and that such child has
not completed his age of 12 years, it shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereb
required, on behalf of any such child, to execute an indenture of apprenticeship, thereb
binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the person entitled to the services of the
mother of such child, or who had been last entitled to the services of such mother; but in
case it shall be made to appear to any such justice that such person aforesaid is unable or
unfit to enter into such indenture, and properly to perform the covenants thereof, then it
shall be lawfal for such justice, and he is hereby required, to bind any such child to an
other person to be by him for that purpose approved, and who may be willing and able
properly to perform such conditions; and the term of such apprenticeship of any such
child shall, by such indenture, be limited and made to continue in force until suc child
shall have completed his twenty-first year, and no longer; and every child so:a prenticed
as aforesaid by the order of any such justice of the peace aforesaid, shall, uring his
apprenticeship, be subject to all such and the same rules and regulations respecting the
work or labour to be by him done or performed, and respecting the food and other supplies
to be to him furnished, as any other such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid.

26. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer, bemg of good health and
able to work, and being the father of a child under twelve years of age, shall not make
adequate provision for the subsistence of such child, the special justice shall, on dueproof,
adjudge such labourer to be punished by hard labour, or by hiring him out during his own
extra hours, and shall direct his earnings to be applied to the support of such child3 and in
case any child, so unprovided for as aforesaid, shall have no father living, then the mother,
if competent by her labour, shall be compelled to provide for the subsistence of such child,
and in default shall be sentenced to hard labour for any term not exceeding 20 days..

27. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all indentures of apprentice-
ship of children required by this Act shall be, as nearly as the nature of the case will admit,
in conformity with, and upon the same terms and conditions as indentures of apprenticeship
of children made in England.

28. And for ensuring the effectual superintendence of the said apprenticed labourers,
and the execution of this Act; Be it further enacted, that ™* shall and may be lawful for
His Majesty to issue, or to authorize the Governor, in the name and on the behalf of His
Majesty, to issue, under the public seal of these Islands, special commissions to one or
more person or persons, constituting him or them a justice or justices of the peace for the
whole of these Islands, or for any district within the same, for the special purpose of giving
effect to this present Act, and to any laws which may hereafter be made for giving more
complete effect to the same; and every person to, or in favour of whom any such commis-
sion may be issued, shall, by force and virtue thereof, and withoutany other qualification,
be entitled and competent to act as a justice of the peace within the limits prescribed by
such his commission, for such special purposes as aforesaid, but for no other purposes:
provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall prevent, or be construed to pre-
vent, any person commissioned as a justice of the peace for such special purpose as afore-
said, from being included iu the general commission of the peace for these Islands, in case
it shall seem fit to the Governor to address both such special commission and such general
commission as aforesaid, in any case to the same person or persons.

29, And be it further enacted, that the several justices of the peace having special commis-
sions as aforesaid (and no other magistrate or justice of the peace in these Islands), shall have,
exercise and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction over, and shall solely and exclusively take
cognizance of all offences committed, or alleged to have been committed, by any such
apprenticed labourer, or by his employer, in such their relation to each other, or of the
breach, vrolation or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to each other, or of

_ any question, matter or thing incident to or arising out of the relations subsisting between
such apprenticed labourers and the persons respectively entitled to their services; provided
that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to abrogate or take
away the powers by law vested in the superior courts of civil and criminal justice in these
Islands.

80. And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any person entitled to the
services of any such apprenticed labourer, or any other person other than such justices of
the peace holding such special commissions as aforesaid, to punish any such apprenticed
labourer for any offenceby him committed, or alleged to have been committed, by the
whipping, beating or imprisonment of his person, or by any other personal or other cor-
rection or punishment whatever, or by any addition to the hour of labour hereinbefore
limited; nor shall any court, judge or justice of the peace punish any such apprenticed
labourer, being a female, for any -offence by her committed, by whipping or beating her
person: provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shull extend to exempt any
apprenticed labourer from the operation of any law or police regulation, for the prevention
or punishmentof any offence which is or shall hereafter be in force in these Islands, in respect
to all other persons of free condition.

31. And be it enacted, that on every plantation the special justices shall appoint one or
more of the apprenticed labourers thereon, with the consent of the master or manager,tobe

constabies,
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constables, who shall be empowered to maintain peace and order on such plantation, under
the directions of the proprietor or manager thereof, and to secure and place in confinement
any apprenticed labourer who shall commit any offence on such plantation, or any ap-
renticed labourer not employed on such plantation, who may be found loitering thereon

without the knowledge or permission of the proprietor or manager thereof; such apprentice
confined as aforesaid, not to be kept im custody longer than shall be necessary to procure
the attendance of the special justice: provided always, that if the attendance of a special
justice cannot be procured wit in 24 hours, it shall and may be lawful for the proprietor or
manager aforesaid, to order the release of such apprentice so confined as aforesaid, after
the expiration of 24 hours: provided nevertheless, that in the event of such apprentice
being discharged as aforesaid, the proprietor or manager shall and he is hereby required to
refer the complaint, on which such apprentice was confined, before the special justice, when

he shall next come upon the estate; and provided that nothing shall be construed to give
to any such constable any power or authority over any of His Majesty’s subjects, except such
apprenticed labourers.
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32. And be it further enacted, that any such special justice may, if he pass sentence of Apprenticesmaybe con-
imprisonment or confinement upon any apprenticed labourer, if he shall see fit, direct that
such confinement or imprisonment shall take place upon the plantation to which such ap-
prentice shall belong, or be then working upon.

33. And be it further enacted, that the person entitled to the services of any apprenticed
labourer workingupon or attached to or living atanyPlantation or settlement upon which
there shall be less 40 apprenticed labourers, shall be at liberty to carry any offending
apprentice before any special justice, at the plantation or settlement at which such special
justice shall sit, nearest to the place where the offence shall have been committed, or to any
place within the district where such special justice shall sit.

34, And whereas it is necessary that proper regulations should be provided for the main-
tenance of order and good discipline among the said apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring
the punctual discharge of the services due by them to their respective employers, and for the
prevention and punishment of indolence, or the neglect or improper performance of work by
any such apprenticed labourer, and for enforcing the due performance by any such apprenticed
labourer of any contract into which hemay voluntarily enter for any hired service during the
time in which he may not be bound to labour for his employer, and for the prevention and
unishment of insolence and insubordination on the part of any such apprenticed labourers

towards their employers, and for the prevention and punishment of vagrancy, or of any con-
duct on the part of any such apprenticed labourers injuring or tending to the injury of the
roperty of any such employer, and for the suppression and punishment of any riot, or com-

Fined resistance of the laws on the part ofany such apprenticed labourers, and for preventing
the escape from these Islands of any such apprenticed labourers during their term of appren-
ticeship; Be it therefore enacted, that all such offences shall be tried in a summary manner
before any justice appointed by special commission.

35. And be it further enacted, that ifany apprenticed labourer shall resort to a special justice
to complain against his employer, and that such complaint shall be adjudged frivolous or
groundless, it shall be lawful for such special justice to punish such complaining parties, by
adjudging them to repay double the extent of time which may have been lost to his employer,
not exceeding fifteen hours in any one week, or such other punishment by stripes not ex-
ceeding twenty.
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86. And be it further enacted, that for every hour in which any labourer shall absent himself Apprentice abeenting
from the service of his employer without reasonable cause, to be decided by the special
justice, he shall be compelled to serve two extra hours: pravided, that such extra hours shall
not exceed 15 in the whole in any one week.

37. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself for more
than six hours in any one week without a reasonable cause, to be decided on by the special
justice, he shall be adjudged a deserter; if for two days during one week in like manner, he
shall be adjudged a vagaboud; if for five days in any one week in like manner, he shall be
adjudged a runaway: those adjudged deserters shall be confined to hard labour for any time
not exceeding one week; those adjudged vagabonds to hard labour for any time not exceed-
ing two weeks, and to any number of stripes not exceeding 15; and those adjudged runaways
to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, and to any number of stripes not ex-
ceeding 30.

88. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall during his apprentice-
ship wilfully absent himself from the service of his employer for a period exceeding three
months at any one time, may be sentenced by any special justice either to serve his employer
after the expiration of his apprenticeship for so long a time as he shall have so absented
himself from such service, or to make satisfaction to his employer for the loss sustamed by
such absence (except so far as he shall have made satisfaction for such absence, either out of
such extra hours.as aforesaid or otherwise); provided, that such extra service or compensa-
tion shall not be compellable after the expiration of seven years next after the termination of
the apprenticeship of such apprentice.

39. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be found wandering
beyond the limits of the plantation of his employer without a written permission from such
278.—I1. employer,

himeelfforonehour
punished,

Apprentice abeenting
himeelf for more than six
hours, &c. in one week,
deemed deserter, &c.

Punishments,

Apprentice absenting
himself for more than
three months,

Punishment.

Apprentice found wan-
dering may be appre-
hended,



918

ST. VINCENT.

 

Appendix (B.)

 

ColonialLaws.
No. 43.

 

Apprentice harbouring
deserter, &c. punished.

Apprentice performing
his work indolently, &c.
punished.

Careless use of fire, in-
jury to property, &c. by
apprentices p

Not to exempt apprentice
from liability to actions,
&.

Tegal combinations
among apprentices pu-
nished.

Apprentices found drunk
orfighting, or insolent,
punished.

No employer to inflict
corporal punishment on
apprentices, and no fe-
male apprentice to be
whipped,

Inferior misdemeanors
andcrimesof apprentices
tobeheardanddeter~
minedbyspecial justice.

Femalesabovetheageof
12yearsnot wbeflogged
orbeaten.

SpecialJustice mayavard
ariditioual punishment
labour.

384 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

employer, and who shall not be able to give a satisfactory account ofhimself, shall be liable to
be apprehended, and upon conviction before any special justice aforesaid, shall be adjudged
a vagabond and sentenced accordingly: provided, that nothing in this clause contained shall
be applied to apprenticed-labourers on their way to or from any place of divine worship on
Sundays, or to or from market, or at such market or place: provided, that nothing herein
contained shall be deemed or construed to abridge or in any wise interfere with the full and
free use and enjoyment by such apprentices of the time allotted to them as their own under
and by virtue of the provisions of this Act.

40. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall harbour or conceal
a deserter, vagabond or runaway.apprenticed labourer, he shall, on conviction thereof, be
punished by additional labour, confinement or labour on the tread-mill for any number of
days not exceeding 20, at the discretion of the special justice.

41. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted before the special
justice of performing his work indolently, carelessly or negligently, shall for the first offence
be adjudged to labour in the service of his employerfor any time not exceeding15 hours in
the whole in any one week; for the secondoffenee to confinement with hard labour for an
time not exceeding one week; for the third or any subsequent offence, to confinementwith
hard labour for any time not exceeding two weeks, with whipping not exceeding 20 stripes,

42, And be it further enacted, that any labourer who, by the careless use of fire, shall wil-
fully endanger the property of his employer or any other person, or who shall wantonly injure
the property of his employer or any other person, or who shall ill-use the cattle or other live
stock of his employer or any other person, or who sliall, by wilful negligence, expose the pro-
perty of his employer or any other person to any damage or injury, or who shall contuma-
ciously disobey the lawful commands of his employer, shall for every such offence, be ad-
judged, in the discretion ofthe justice, either to extra labour in the service of his employer for
any time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in any one week, or to confinement to hard labour
for any time not exceeding one month, or to any number of stripes not exceeding 30, or to
any two or more such punishments: provided, that this enactment shall not exempt any
such labourer from his hability to such actions or prosecutions as other persons of free con-
dition may be subject and liable to, in respect of any such acts by him done or committed;
but no such labourer shall be liable to be sued or prosecuted both under this Act, and under
any such general laws as aforesaid.

43. And be it further enacted, that any three or more apprenticed labourers who shall
together to make any resistance to the lawful commands of their employers, or who shall be
engaged in a combined and open resistance to such lawful commands, shall be deemed guilty
of an unlawful conspiracy, and shall be adjudged to confinement to hard labour for any
period not exceeding six months, with whipping not exceeding 39 stripes.

44. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer whoshallbe in astate of
drunkenness, or who shall be found fighting, or who shall conduct himself in an insolent or
insubordinate manner towards his employer, or any person in the immediate superintendence
of his labour, shall, for every such offence be liable on conviction to imprisonment with hard
labour for any term not exceeding one week, and whipping not exceeding 15 stripes.

45. And be it further enacted, that all the offences specified in the three preceding clauses
shall be inquired of by one of the justices having a special commission, unless he shall see

_ cause to refer any case for trial to the court of d sessions of the peace; and no employer
shall be authorized to inflict any corporal punishment on any male apprenticed labourer, nor
shall any woman be subject to be punished by whipping for any offence by her committed;
but in all cases in which that punishment is authorized, it shall be understood as applying to
the case of males only, and that all the offences in respect ofwhich such punishment may be
inflicted on any such male offender shall, when committed by women for minor offences, be
punished by confinement in the stocks, or solitary confinement for any period not exceeding
10 days, and for heinous offences not. otherwise provided for, by hard labour on the tread-
mill not exceeding 30 days, or such other punishment as shall be awarded by the special
justice.

46. And be it further enacted, that all other inferior misdemeanors and other crimes com-
mitted byapprenticed labourers against each other, or against the person entitled to their
services, or against any other person, and not hereinbefore specified, shall be heard and deter-
mined before any justice appointed by special commission, reasonable notice of the time and
place of such tnal being given to the person entitled to the services of the apprentice com-
plained against, where such person so entitled to his services is not the complainant;
such justice upon convictionof such apprentice shall order and direct such punishment to be
inflicted as he shall think proper, not exceeding 50 lashes, nor three months’ imprisonment to
hard labour or 10 days’ solitary confinement: provided, that nothing in this clause contained
shall be taken to authorize such magistrate to sentence any female apprentice above the age of
twelve years to be flogged or beaten: and provided also, that nothing herein contained shall be
deemed or taken to deprive any of His Majesty’s subjects of their right to proceed against
any such apprentice in any of the superior courts of this Island, for remedy against any
apprentice for any wrong or injury done or committed to or against the person or property of
such subject: and provided also,that when any apprenticed labourer shall be convicted of indo-
lence or neglect, or improper performance of work, the special justice hefore whom such con-

viction
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viction shall take place, may if he sees fit, sentence the offender either alone or in addition'
to the punishment by flogging or hard labour hereinbefore directed, to labour for such number
of hours or days in his own timefor the benefit of the person entitled to his services, as the
justice ofthe case may seem to require, not exceeding 15 hours in any one week.

47. And be it further enacted, that every employer of apprenticed labourers on estates
shall intimate to such labourers the commencement and the close of the hours of labour; for
which purpose a signal shall be given in such manner as shall, in reference to each estate,
have been previously approved of by the special justice of the district; which signal shall
always be of such a nature as shall be distinctly visible or audible to the several labourers in
the service of such person.

48, And be it further enacted, that every contract between the employer and the appren-
ticed labourer, for the performance of any spécific work as a task and in lieu of the prescribed
daily labour, or for the performance of any labour in extra hours, shall only be entered into
with the free assent of the latter to the same, and shall not continue in force for more than
one year from the date thereof; and if such contract extends beyond the period of fourteen
days, it shall be reduced into writing by the employer, and entered in a book to be kept for
that purpose on the estate, wherein shall be specified the nature and amount of the extra:
labour and the amount of the consideration to be given for the same, and the time and man-
ner of payment thereof shall be distinctly expressed ; which book it shall be the duty of the
special justice to inspect as often as he may visit the estate in the execution of his duties:
provided always, that every married woman, notwithstanding her coverture, and every child’
of the age of twelve years and upwards, notwithstanding his infancy, shall be competent to
enter into such contracts as aforesaid.

49. And be it further enacted, that no such contract as last aforesaid shall endure or con-
tinue in force, or be binding upon the parties entering into the same, or either of them, after
the expiration of fourteen days from the making thereof, unless the same shall have been
yaade and entered into by such parties with the approbation of such special justice, or unless,
having been entered into in his absence, the same shall be confirmed and approved by him
hefore the expiration of such fourteen days; and every such approbation ofany such contract
shall be attested by such special justice, under his hand, in the book go to be kept as afore-
said: provided always, that the said special justice, before his approbation of any such con-
tract, shall ascertain that the terms thereof are distinctly understood by the apprenticed
labourers entering into the same, and that they have entered into such contract freely and
voluntarily, and that the same is not unreasonable or unjust.

. 50. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer violating the terms of such
contract as aforesaid for task work or for extra service, shall be liable to the same pains and
penalties as are hereinbefore provided in respect of the violation by any such labourer of the
duties to be by him performed in the discharge of the services owing by him by law to such
his employer.

51. And be it further enacted, that all complaints made by any apprenticed labourer against
the person entitled to his services, touching any fraud practised, or refusal to furnish any such
apprenticed labourer with sufficiency of provision ground, or of other means of maintenance
and support, in cases where such apprentice hath no provision ground, or of illegally and
improperly withholding from such apprentice any portion of the time allowed him to cultivate
such ground, or of imposing task work on any apprenticed labourer contrary to the provi-
sions of this Act, or of breach of any contract on the part ofany person engaging the volun-
tary services of any apprenticed labourer, or of any cruelty, injustice or other wrong or
injury done to or inflicted upon any apprenticed labourer by the person entitled to his
services, shall be heard, adjudged and determined before any one or more special justice or
Justices; and he or they is and are hereby empowered to punish any offender in any of these
respects last mentioned with a fine not exceeding 5/.; and for default ofgoods and chattels
whereon to levy such fine, the offender shall be committedto gaol until he shall pay or satisfy
the same, but such imprisonment shall not exceed five days: provided that nothiag herein
mentioned shall be deemed or taken to bar or destroy the nght of any apprenticed labourer
to proceed.in the superior courts for any wrong or injury done to or committed against his
property or person by any person whomsoever,

52. And be it further enacted, that if any three or more apprenticed labourers shall unite
together in any riot or tumultuous assemblage, any justice of the peace who shall be present
at the same, shall proclaim, or cause a flag or some other conspicuous signal to be exhibited
as a warning to all persons there present to separate and disperse quietly; and all persons
who at the expiration of ten minutes from such proclamation, or exhibition of such flag or
signal, shall continue present at any such riotous assemblage, shall, on conviction, be liable to
imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding twelve months.

53. And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any apprenticed labourer to
keep, use or have in his possession any gunpowder, gun, swords, pistols or fire-arms of any
description whatsoever, or any other offensive weapons, unless with the knowledge and con-
sent of his master or manager. ,

. 54. And be it further enacted, that every apprentice so offending shall, on conviction before
any special justice, be punished with whipping, imprisonment, hard labourin the penal gang

278.—II, or
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Employer may seize fire. 55. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any such master, manager or law-
arms, &c. ful employerto seize and. retain to his’own use any gunpowder, guns, swords, pistols or fire-

arms of any description whatsoever, or any other offensive weapon unlawfully in the posses-
sion of any apprenticed labourer.

Unlawful meetingsof ap- 56, And whereas it is nece to prevent secret and unlawful meetings of apprentic
Prentices deemed felony. Johourers; Be it further enacted, that all such labourers who shall befoundat any ‘meeting,

formed either for the purpose of administering unlawful oaths or entering into unlawful com.
cts, or oflearning the use of arms, or opposing or resisting any persons employed to appre-
end them, or for any other unlawfulpurpose, such labourers s at, on conviction theres be

deemedguilty of felony, and shall suffer transportation for life, or such other punishment ag
the court shall direct; and if any other person shall be present at any such meeting, and
aiding and assisting in any of the unlawful purposes hereinbefore mentioned, such person
shall, upon conviction thereof in the court of grand sessions of the peace, be punished b
transportation for life, or fine, or imprisonment with hard labour, or both, as the court shall
direct ; and if any person, having any knowledge of such unlawful meetings as aforesaid shall
not forthwith give information thereof to a justice of the peace, such person shall, on -onvic-
tion before the court of grand sessions of the peace, suffer such punishment by fine, or impri-
sonment with hard labour, or both, as the court shall direct.

Labourer not to reside 57. And be it further enacted, that no labourer shall reside beyond the limits of the state
yond limitsofestateon On which he may be resident, on the Ist day of August 1834, without the concent in writing

TtAugen1654,and ofhis employer; and if any labourer shall quit or attempt to quit the colony without a pass-
not to quit the colony. port from the Governor, which shall not be granted without the written consent ofhis employer,

e shall, on conviction, be sentenced toimprisonment with hard labour, for any term not
exceeding six months; and any person removing or assisting to remove any labourer as afore-
said, shali, on conviction, be liable to a penalty not exceeding 1002. currency, or to impri-
sonment for any time not exceeding 12 months; such fine to be paid to the person entitled to
the services ofthe labourer so removed.

Apprentices forming un- _ 58. And be it ‘further enacted, that any apprenticed labourers who shall or may establish
lawful establishments themselves without lawful authority in any part of the colony as a distinct community,

Punished. habitually abandoning and neglecting to perform the duties imposed on them by law, shall’
on conviction before a special justice, be sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour for any
term not exceeding six months; and, if a male, to whipping, by any number of stripes not
exceeding 39; and the said justice shall cause such community to be dislodged, and their
habitations to be taken down and removed, if necessary.

Labourers taking unlaw- 59. And be it further enacted, that if any labourer shall, without lawful authority, enter’
ful posessionof land t into the possession of any land belonging to His Majesty or to any other person, it shall be
Cepomesecd. the dutyof the special justice to dispossess such labourer from such land, and from any

-buildings erected thereon, and to cause the same, with all the crops growing thereon, to be
delivered up to the owner of the land, or in case the owner shall not within one month after
such seizure appear and prefer his claim to such land, then the said justice shall order the
crops, cattle and other goods seized thereupon, to be sold, and the proceeds of such sales to
be paid to the treasurer for the public use; and if such possession was fraudulently taken, or
with fall knowledge that the party had no claim thereto, such labourer shall be sentenced by

- the said justice to imprisonment with hard labour for any term not exceeding three months;
provided always, that where a labourer shall have been two years in undisturbed possession
of any such Jand, the summary process aforesaid shall not be taken without one month’s
notice being previously given to the occupant.

Fishermen and mariners ©9, And be.it further enacted, that all apprenticed labourers, whose ordinary occupation
to be registered. is on the sea as fishermen or mariners, shall be registered as such at the office of.the special

justice by their employer; and any apprenticed labourer engaging in such occupation un-
own to his employer, shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not

exceeding three months.

Vessels and boats to be 61. And be it further enacted, that all vessels and boats, not registered under the Navigation

uumbered and registered. Acts, shall be numbered and registered at the office of the special justice, and the number
shall be conspicuously painted on the outside of each bow thereof; and the said justice shall
be authorized and required to grant a license to keep such vessel or boat, together with her
description, the name of the owner, and the place at which the same is usually moored or.
hauled up; and all unlicensed vessels or boats shall be liable to seizure and condemnation
by the special justice; and all vessels and boats, moored or hauled up at any place not men-
tioned in the license, shall be liable to detention by the special justice, until the owner thereof

shall have paid a fine of not less than 40s., nor more than 10/. currency, and in default of
payment within 24 hours, the samie shall be sold by order of the special justice.

No pervon to purchase 62, And be it further enacted, that if any person whomsoever shall buy, barter, or truck
crereatices.” &e-from for or receive by any means, of or from any apprenticed labourer, sugar, cotton, rum,

molasses, cocoa, coffee, charcoal, firewood or other goods or merchandize of any sort, fish,
poultry, goats, hogs, grass, fruit and vegetables of any sort excepted, without the knowledge or

consent of the employer of such labourer, signified by a note in writing specifying thenature
. a
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and quantity of the gooda, upon complaint made to any justice of the peace, the person 60
fending shall be bound over to appear at the next sessions of the peace to be held for these
Islands ; and, upon conviction thereof, such person shall be fined in a sum not exceeding 51,
or double the value of the goods so clandestinely bought.

63. And be it further enacted, that in all cases where an apprenticed labourer shall have
been convicted of an offence punishable by fine under this or any other Act, if he shall be
unwilling or unable to pay such fine, it shall be lawful for the court or special justice to sen-
tence such labourer to hard labour, in the proportion of one day for every 5. of fine imposed;
and in all cases in this Act where hard labour is mentioned, it shall be deemed to be hard
labour on the tread-mill in the manner prescribed by the Act for the regulation thereof, or
in repairing the public works or highways, or otherwise.

64, And be it further enacted, that all warrants from any justice of the peace, directed to
any constable or to the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy, to make levies, or
for any other matter whatsoever, shall be duly executed by such constable, the Provost
Marshal General, or his lawful deputy, under a penalty not exceeding 501. current money, to
be levied by warrant of any justice whose former warrant he shallneglect or refuse to execute ;
and if the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy, shall neglect or refuse to perform
or execute any of the duties prescribed unto him by this Act, and for which nopenalty 8
declared, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of 50/. current money for every neglect or refusal, to
be levied as aforesaid; and whenever any warrant shall be granted against any apprenticed
labourer who cannot be taken, and it should be proved that the employer, attorney or manager
of such apprenticed labourer wilfully detained or concealed the said labourer, he shall forfeit
any sum not exceeding 1002. ,

65. And be it further enacted, that if any special or other justice of the peace shall refuse
or neglect, upon application made to him, immediately to take proper measures to appre-
hend and bring to trial any apprenticed labourer whatsoever, for felony or any offence of an
inferior nature charged on any such labourer, such justice shall forfeit 507. current money,
to be recovered in any court of record within these Islands, one moiety whereof shall be paid
to the prosecutor or informer, and the other moiety to His Majesty, his heirs and successors,
for the public uses of these Islands.

66. Andbe it further enacted, that all fines and forfeitures laid by this Act shall be deemed
and taken to be current money; and where no particular method of recovery of the for-
feitares mentioned in this Act is directed, and the same do not amount to more than 5/,
current money, the same shall be recovered before any special jnstice of the peace by war-
‘rant of distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels,to be applied to the use of the
public of these Islands,

67. And for the protection of persons acting in the execution of this Act; Be it further
enacted, that all actions and prosecutions to be commenced against any person for any
thing done in pursuance of this Act, shall be commenced within 10 calendar months after the
act committed, and not otherwise; andnoticein writing of such action, and the cause thereof,
shall be given to the defendant one calendar month, at least, before the commencement of
the action; and in any such action the defendant may plead the general issue, and give
this Act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to be had thereupon: and no plain-
tiff shall recover in any such action if tender of sufficient amends shall have been made
before such action brought, or if a sufficient sum of money shall have been paid into court
after such action brou it, by or on behalf of the defendant; and if a verdict shall pass for
the defendant, or the plaintiff shall become nonsuit or discontinue any such action after issue
joined, or if upon demurrer or otherwise, judgment shall be given against the plaintiff, the
defendant shall recover his full costs as between attorney and client, and have the like remedy
for the same as any defendant hath by law in other cases.

68. And be it further enacted, that in all cases where words in this Act importing the sin-
number or the masculine gender only are used, yet the Act shall be understood to

Include several matters as well as one matter, and several persons as one person, and
females as well as males; and the word person shall be construed as applicable to every
description of persons whatsoever, unless it be otherwise specially provided, or there be
some in the subject or context repugnant to such construction.

 

—No. 44,—

St. Vincent.—(No. 311.) :

AN ACT to provide for the general Registration ofall Slaves: belonging to or settled in
these Islands.—(Passed 19th May 1834.)

Wuenrgas by an Act recently passed the British Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for the
Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry of the
manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of
such Slaves,” it has become necessary that a general registry of the slaves within these
Islands should be made for the purpose of ascertaining the exact number of slaves belonging
to or settled in these Islands; Be it therefore enacted, by the Lieutenant Governor,Council
278,—IT, ani
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and Assembly of the Island of St. Vincent and its dependencies, that from and after the
ist day of August now next ensuing, the several Acts relative to the registry of slaves and all
parts thereof shall be wholly repealed, save and except for the punishment of such offences
or the recovery and levying of such fines as may have been committed or incurred during the
present registry, the said Acts and every ofthem shall be considered and taken to be in force
for the space oftwelve calendar months from the said first day of August.

2. And be it farther enacted, that the registrar of slaves shall provide at the public expense
the necessary books for the registry and enrolment hereinafter directed, in which books shall
be entered and registered the names, sexes, ages and occupations of all slaves belongingto or
‘settled in these Islands.

3. And be it further enacted, that between the passing of this Act and the 1st day of Junein
the present year, every person who shall be possessed ofany slaves within these Islands shall
upon oath make and deliver to the registrar of slaves a list, in manner and form directed b
the schedule hereto annexed, of all slaves owned or possessed by them, whether in their own
right cr in right of others, and of whom in particular by name, and which shall contain the
names, sexes, ages and occupations of all such slaves.

4. And whereas it will be necessary to ascertain the exact increase and decrease which
shall take place in the number of slaves between the said 1st day of June hereinbefore men-
tioned and the 1st day of August next; Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that on or before the 1st day of August next, a return upon oath shall be made to thereg'strar
of all increase or decrease of slaves which shall have taken place between the said 1st day
of June and the Ist day of August, specifying the particular cause of increase ordecrease,
whether by birth,gift, inheritance, purchase, sale, death or otherwise.

5. And be it further enacted, that in case any person or persons whatsoever shall wilfull
neglect to give in to the said registrar alist or lists, schedule or schedules of his her or their
slave or slaves as directed by this Act, every such person or persons so neglecting shall be
liable to all such pains, penalties and forfeitures as are imposed by the Acts of these Islands
for the registration ofslaves upon any person or persons wilfully guilty of such neglect.

6. And be it further enacted, that in case any person or persons whatsoever shall wilfully
insert or cause to be inserted in the list or lists, schedule or schedules of his heror their
‘slave or slaves, so by them given in as directed by this Act to the said registrar the name or
names of any slave or slaves who shall not actuallyand bond fide belong to or be in the posses-
sion of the person making such return at the time of making such returns, every person or
persons so offending shall upon conviction thereof forfeit and pay for each and every name
so falsely inserted as abovesaid, the sum of 1007. current money of this Island, one moiet

"thereofto be paid to the informer, and the other moiety to be paid into the public treasury of
this Island.

7. And be it further enacted, that the registrar shall do and perform all such acts and
things in and about this general registration appointed to be taken by this Act as are
required by the several Slave,Registry Acts of these Islands tobe done and performed at any
previous registry or return of slaves; and if the registrar shall omit or neglect to perform
any of the duties required of him in and by the said registry Acts of these Islands, or either
of them, or ifhe shall in any matter or thing relating to the general Registry established by
this Act be guilty ofany offence contrary to the provisions hereof, he shall for every omission,
neglect or offence be subject and liable to and shall incur the like fines, forfeitures, pains
and penalties as are imposed by the said Registry of Slave Acts, or either of them, for such
and the like omission, neglect or offence.

8. And be it further enacted, that as soon as the said returns shall have been made, the
registrar shall proceedtoregister and copy the same, with all convenient speed, in a distinct
and legible hand in the books hereinbefore directed, to be kept by him precisely according
to the returns given in.

9. And be it further enacted, that as soon as the registrar shall have entered and recorded
in the said books the returns made to him, he shall subscribe his name and affix his seal of
office thereto, and below his signature shall write the following affidavit, which shall be
sworn to by him before the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor in manner following: :

“ Before A. B. [inserting the name and title of the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, a8
the case may be.]

“ Personally appeared. C..D., the registrar of slaves for the Island ofSt. Vincent and
its de ndencies, who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, makes oath and
says, That he the said C. D. has twice carefully examined and compared all the pre-
ceding eatries in this book [or this set of books] with all the different returns of slaves
delivered to him, first by examining the said entries, while his clerk or assistant read

- the original returns respectively entered therein, and afterwards by examining the said
returns, while his clerk or assistant read the said entries in the book [or set of books]
respectively made therefrom; and that he is enabled thereby to depose and does
depose that the preceding registry of slaves of the Island of St. Vincent and its
dependencies is in all respects correctly and faithfully made.” Which

‘hic
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Which affidavit shall be authenticated under the hand of the Governor or Lieutenant-
Governor, and the great seal of these Islands, in manner following:

_“], E. F., [inserting his name and title of office]. do hereby certify, That the above
affidavit was duly sworn before me this day of—_——- 183—-. Witness my hand
and great seal of these Islands, this —— day of One thousand eight hundred
and .

 

 

 

10. And be it further enacted, that as soon as the registrar shall have completed the
registry and sworn to the same in the manner hereinbefore directed, all the books containing
registry of slaves shall be by the said registrar deposited in the secretary’s office of this
Island, anda certificate by the secretary subscribed, certifying any copies or extracts from
the same, shall be received in all courts and by all judges, magistrates and others in autho-
rity within these Islands as sufficient evidence of the authority of said copy, and a sufficient
primé facie evidence of the matters so certified, and shall be allowed for each certificate the
sumof3s. for every 96 words, a figure counting for a word.

The Return of A. B. of Slaves, his own property, or the property of others, [as the case
may be.] ,

SCHEDULE.
 

NAMES. SEXES. AGES. OCCUPATIONS,
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St. Vincent.—(No. 316.)

AN ACT for establishing a Police for the Regulation of Apprenticed Labourers, and for
carrying into effect certain provisions of an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of
Slavery in the Island of St. Vincent and its Dependencies, in consideration ofCompen-
sation, and for promoting the Industry and good conduct of the Manumitted Slaves,”—
(Passed 23d June 1834.)

Wuereas by an Act recently passed the Imperial Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for the
Abolition ofSlavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the
manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such
Slaves,” exclusive cognizance of all matters incident to and arising out ofthe relation of the
apprenticed latourers and their employers, is given to the magistrates to be appointed by
virtue of the said Act, and it has become necessaryto assign certain limits, and to make pro-
vision for the exercise of their jurisdiction, and for ensuring the effectual superintendence of
apprenticed labourers; Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant Governor, Council and
Assembly of the Island of St. Vincent and its dependencies, that the Island of St. Vincent
and its dependencies be divided into three divisions, to be denominated the first or Windward
division, which shall include Charlotte parish ; the second or Southern division, which shall
include St. George’s parish, the Grenadines and that part of St. Andrew’s parish, called New
Edinburgh; and the third or Leeward division, which shall include St. Patrick and St. David’s
parish, and that part of St. Andrew’s not included in the second or southern division, and
that each of the said divisions be subdivided into three judicial districts.

2. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the boundaries of the judi-
cial districts shall be as follows; namely, in the first or windward division, the first judicial
‘district to be denominated the GeorgeTown district, to include that part of Charlotte parish
lying between the western boundary of the Fancy Estate and Byera River; the second judi-
cial districttobe denominated Colonarie Bay district, to include that part of Charlotte parish
lying between Byera River and the northern boundary of the Union estate; the third judicial
district to be denominated Biabou district, to include that part of Charlotteparis , lying
between the northern boundary of the Union estate and Yambou River, together with the
northern portion of Marriaqua Valley; in the second or southern division, the first judicial
district to be denominated the Calliaqua district, to include that part of St. George’s parish
lying between Yambou River aud the western boundary of the Villa estate, together with
the southern portion of Marriaqua Valley; the second judicial district to be denominated the
Kingstown district, to include the remaining part of St. George’s parish, and that part of
“St. Andrew’s parish called New Edinburgh; the third judicial district to be denominated the
Grenadine district, to include Bequia and such of the islands as lie to the northward of
‘Carriacou ; in the third or leeward division, the first judicial district to be denominated the
Buccament district, to include that part of St Andrew’s parish not included in the second
division; the second judicial district to be denominated the Barrouallie district, to include
St. Patrick’s parish; and the third judicial district tobe dencminated the Chatcaubeliar dis-
trict, to include St. David’s parish,
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3. And-be it further enacted, that the Governor of this Colony shall beempowered with
the advice and consent of His Majesty’s Privy Council of these Islands, to make such alter.
ationsin the said limits and boundaries, as may be found by experience to be expedient to
the public convenience and advantage, or necessary to carry the purposes and intentions of
this Act more fully into effect.

_ 4. And be it further enacted, that a stipendiary justice shall preside over each of the divi-
sions, and shall actually reside within the limits thereof, except prevented by sickness or
other reasonable cause to be allowed by the Governor.

5. And that for the purpose of more effectually maintaining the public peace, the Governor
shallbe empowered to appoint, in each of the said judicial districts, three or more special
magistrates, with the same powers’and authorities as are given to the stipendiary magistrates.

6. And be it-further enacted, that such justices shall on the Saturday in each andevery
week, or oftener, if necessary, hold a petty session within their divisions and districts, for
hearing and deciding upon such cases as may be brought before them; and the stipendiar
justice shall once in each fortnight, or oftener if need be, repair to each estate within his
division, then and there to take cognizance of such cases as may be brought before him.

7. And be it further enacted, that every stipendiary magistrate shall keep a journal of all
eases brought before him, in which he shall enter—lIst, the date of the complaint; 2d, the
name ofthe complainant ; 3d, the substance ofthe complaint; 4th, the names of the witnesses
adduced on either side; 5th, the substance of the evidence; 6th, his decision on the case;
7th, whether the decision had been carried into effect; 8th, any general remarks which he
may think desirable. . .

8. And be it further enacted, that at the end of each quarter, the stipendiary magistrate
shall transmit to the Governor a duplicate of his journal, for the preceding quarter, with an
affidavit thereto annexed, to be sworn before any magistrate, to the effect that it has been

' faithfully kept, with the exception of unintentional errors, it contains a true account of all
the proceedings in which the deponent has been engaged as such stipendiary magistrate,
during the quarter to which it refers.

9. And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the stipendiary and special
justices, on receiving any complaint, to reduceitto writing, and tocause it to be read by, or
to read it over tothe complainant by whom it shall be then subscribed, when if the complaint
shall appear to the justice immaterial and not to deserve further inquiry, he may dismiss the
complaint; but if he shall think inquiry necessary, he shall call upon the complainant to
make oath that the complaint is true.

10. And be it further enacted, that upon taking any complaint, to the truth of which
such oath may have been made as aforesaid, the justice in all cases which impute to the
party charged a capital or transportable offence, where there is reason to apprehend that the
party charged will endeavour to escape, or when there is reason to apprehend danger to the
public peace, shall issue his warrant for the arrest and apprehension of the party charged,
and in all other cases the justice shall proceed in the first instance by summons.

11. And be it further enacted, that in all cases in which it may be necessary to adduce
witnesses in support of or in answer to any complaint, the stipendiary or special justice
shall issue a summons to every such witness; and if any person summoned as aforesaid,
shall not appear in obedience to such summons, or appearing, shall refuse to be sworn or exa-
mined, or to answer any question proposed to him by such justice, in relation to the matters
depending before him, it shall be lawful for such justice to issue his warrant for the arrest
and apprehension of such defaulter, or to commit to close custody, there to remain until he
shall submit to be sworn and examined, and to make such answers as aforesaid.

12, And be it further enacted, that at the time and place‘appointed by any such warrant
or summons for proceeding upon any complaint, the justice shall in the presence of all par-
ties, first read over the written complaint, and then take down in writing the answer of the
party charged, and proceed to examine on oath the party complaining and the witnesses;
taking down in writing the deposition of each witness, which shall be read over by or to
such witness, and signed by him.

13. And be it further enacted, that the justice may from time to time adjourn any such
proceeding for further inquiry, and if necessary commit the party charged to custody, pending
‘such adjournment, or take bail for his appearance; and at the close of the Proceedings the
justice shall pronounce his decision thereupon, which shall be reduced into writing and sub-
scribed with his hand.

14, And be it further enacted, that the justice shall either dismiss the complaint, and
state in his written decision whether it was dismissed as being unproved, or as frivolous and
vexatious or malicious; or sanction any compromise ‘between the parties which he may
think just, or convict the party charged, or commit him to prison to take his trial at the
court of grand sessions of the peace for the imputed offence.

_ 15. And be it further enacted, that any summons, warrant or order issued by any stipen-
diary or special justice within his own district, may without further authority be carried into
execution in any part of these Islands.

16. And be it further enacted, that if any suit or action shall be commencedagainst any

stipendiary or special justice, in respect of any act, matter or thing by him done, byvirtue
; an
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and in pursuance thereof, the court shall give judgment for the defendant, the plaintiff shall ST. VINCENT.
by such judgment.be condemned to pay treble costs of suit.

17. And for the protection ofall persons acting in the execution of this Act; Be it enacted,
that all actions and prosecutions to be commenced against any person for any thing done in Colonial Laws.
pursuance of this Act, shall be commenced within six calendar months after the fact com-
mitted, and not otherwise; and notice in writing ‘of such action and of the cause thereof
shall be given to the defendant, one calendar month at least before the commencementof
the action; and in any such action the defendant may plead the general issue and give this
Act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to be had thereupon; and no plaintiff
shall recover in any such action, if tender of sufficient amends shall have been made before
such action brought, or if a sufficient sum of'money shall have been paid into court after such
action brought, by or on behalfof the defendant; and if a verdict shall pass for the defendant,
or the plaintiff shall become nonsuit or discontinue any such action after ‘iseue joined, or if
upon demurrer or otherwisejudgment shall be given against thePisintids the defendant shall
recover his full costs as between attorney and client, and havethe like remedy for the same
as any defendant hath by law in other cases.

‘18. And be it further enacted, that in each of the divisions into which these Islands shall
be divided, a police settlement shall be established, and be under the ‘particular superin-
tendence of the stipendiaryjustice who may for the purposes of this Act be a pointed
thereto; and that whenever an Act of the Lieutenant Governor, Council and Assem ly shall
be passed for the purpose, there shall be erected at each of such police settlements such
buildings as may be deemed necessary.

19. And be it further enacted, that each police establishment shall consist of one serjeant
and four policemen, all able-bodied men, between the ages of 20 and 50 years, to be ap-
pointed by the Governor, and liable to be removed by him for bad conduct orinefficiency.

20. And be it further enacted, that the serjeants and policemen so to be appointed shall
be liable to be suspended from office by the stipendiary justice forthe division, subject to
the Governor’s confirmation or disallowance of such suspension.

21. And be it further enacted, that the serjeants and policemen of eachpolice settlement
shall be annually provided with a uniform, and with such weapons and accoutrements as
may be best adapted to the service.

22. And be it further enacted, that the policemen in each police settlement shall receive
pay at the rate of 501, and the serjeants 100 J. currency per annum.

23. And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the serjeants and policemen to
carry into execution such orders as they shall receive from any of His Majesty’s justices of
the peace, or any stipendiary or special magistrate, or special Justice, for the prevention and
repressing of crime and for enforcing obedience to the laws,

24. And be it further enacted, that the employer of the labourer sentenced to the tread-
mill shall pay to the keeper 9d. currency per day for feeding him; and no fees for commit-
ment and release shall be allowed.

25. And be it further enacted, that at each police settlement shall also be established
a penal gang, to be composed of such persons as may be sentenced to labour therein.

26, And be it further enacted, that as often as the stipendiary magistrate of the divisionshall so direct, the said penal gang shall, under the superintendence of the serjeant, or in his
absence, of some other member of the police, be employed in any laborious work, either upon
the public roads or works, or otherwise, as may be deemed expedient, either for the supportof the prisoners at such settlement, or for the public advantage.

27. And be it further enacted, that each stipendiary justice shall once in each quarter
make to the Governor a report of the effective strength and condition of the police force at
each settlement, and of the state of the buildings, and also of the state and conduct of the
prisoners therein confined.

28. And be it further enacted, that the stipendiary justice of each division shall from time
to time establish all necessary rules for the internal discipline of the said police establish-
ment, for a due separation of prisoners of different sexes, for their religious instruction, for
the maintenance of cleanliness, order and sobriet among them, and for the prevention and
prompt punishment of any neglect or violation of such rules, which shall be first submitted
to and approved of by the Governor; and within the meaning and for the purposes of this
Act every person who for the time being shall be in the lawful administration of this govern~ment shall be taken to be the Governor thereof.

29. And be it further enacted, that in all cases where words in this Act importing the
singular number or masculine gender only are used, yet the Act shall be understood to
include several matters as well as one matter, and several persons as well as one person, and
females as well as males; and the word “ person” shall be construed as applicable to
every description of persons whatsoever, unless it be otherwise specially provided, or there
be something in the subject or context repugnant to such construction.

30. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall commence and be in force on,.from andafter the 1st day of August 1834, and continue until the Ist day of August 1840.
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—No. 46. —

St. Vincent.—(No. $18.)
AN ACT to repeal the 21st and 22d Clauses of an Act, intituled, “ An Act for esta.

blishing a Police for the: regulation of Apprenticed Labourers, &c. &c. &c., and to
increase the Pay of the Policemen in each Police Settlement.”—(Passed 29th December
1834.)

Wuerzas it is expedient that the 21st and 22d clauses of an Act for establishing a police
for the regulation of apprenticed labourers, &c. &c. &c. should be repealed: We, therefore,
Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lieutenant Governor, Council and
Assembly of the Island of St. Vincent and its dependencies, pray Your most Excellent
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and beit and it is hereby enacted, by the authority afore-
said, that the said 21st and 22d clauses of the said Act shall be and the same are hereby
repealed accordingly.

And be it further enacted, that the policemen in each settlement shall from and after the
publication ofthis Act receive pay at the rate of 801. and the serjeants 120/. currency per
annum, each payable monthly, and shall annually provide themselves with a uniform under
the direction of the stipendiary magistrates.

. And be it further enacted, that the serjeants and policemen of each police settlement shall
he provided, at the public expense, with such weapons and accoutrements as may be best
adapted to the public service.

 

GRENADA.
 

—No. 47.—
Grenada.

AN ACT for carrying into effect the Provisions ofan-Act-of the Imperial Parliament of:
Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the third and. fourth years of the reign of His
resent Majesty King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the

British Colonies. —(Passed 8th March 1834.)

Wuereas an Act has recently passed the Imperial Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for
the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry of the
manumitted Slaves, and for compensatingthe Persons hitherto entitled to the services of
such Slaves :” And whereas by that Act the sum of 20,000,000/. sterling is appropriated
as a compensation for the holders of slaves whose property ‘is thereby effected :. And.
whereas in consideration thereof it is expedient that a Bill should pass the Legislature of
this Island, for giving effect to the said Act for the Abolitionof Slavery: And whereas in
and by the first section of the said Act, of the 3d and 4th of William the Fourth, it is
enacted, “ That from and after the Ist day of August ‘1834, all persons who in conformity
with the laws now in force in the said Colonies respectively, shall, on or before the ist day
of August 1834, have been duly registered as slaves in any such Colony, and who on the
said 1st day of August 1834 shall be actually within such Colony, and who: shall by such
Fegistries appear to be on the said Ist day of August 1834, of the full age of six yeara or
upwards, shall by force and virtue of this (the now in part reciting Act) and without the
previous execution of any indenture of apprenticeship or other. deed or instrument for that
purpose become and be apprenticed labourers, provided that for the purposes aforesaid every:
slave engaged in his ordinaryoccupation on the seas shall be deemed and taken to be within
the Colony to which such slave shall belong :” And whereas it.is further provided and.
enacted in and by the said Act, that amongst other things therein contained, during the
continuance of the apprénticeship of any such apprenticed labourer, such person or

rsons shall be entitled to the services of such apprenticed labourer as would forthe time
ing have been entitled to his‘or her services as a slave, if the said Act had not been made;

and that a division of the said apprenticed labourers into three distinct classes should be
made and effected as therein mentioned and hereinafter enacted ; the first class to consist of
preedial apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising such persons as are
therein mentioned; the second class to consist. of predial apprenticed labourers not at-
tached to the soil, and comprising such persons as are therein also mentioned; and the
third class to consist of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and comprising all appren-
ticed labourers not included within either of the two preceding classes, subject to the
roviso therein mentioned, that no person of the age of 12 years or upwards should be

included in either of the said two classes of predial apprenticed labourers, unless
such person should for 12 calendar months ‘at the least, next before the passing of the
said in part reciting’ Act, have been ‘habitually employed in agriculture, or in the
manufacture of colonial produce; and that no such predial apprenticed labourer,
whether attached or’ not attached to the soil, shall continue in suc apprenticeship be-
ond the ist day of August 1840,nor during such his or her said apprenticeship be liable to
abour in’his or her employer’s service for more than forty-five hours in the whole in any
ene week, and no such non-predial apprenticed labouter should continue in such apprentice.

; . ship
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ship beyond the Ist day of August 1838, and that before the expiration of the apprentice-
ehip of any apprenticed labourer, it shall be lawful for the person or persons entitled to the
gervices of such apprenticed labourer to discharge him or her therefrom, in such manner as
therein provided for, and as hereinafter enacted: provided, nevertheless, that if any person
so discharged from any such apprenticeship by any such voluntary act as aforesaid, shall at
that time be of the age of 50 years or upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such
disease, or mental or bodily infirmity, as may render him or her incapable ofearning his or
her subsistence, then and in every such case the person or persons so discharging any such
apprenticed labourer as aforesaid, shall continue and be liable to provide for the support and
maintenance of such apprenticed labourer during the remaining term of such original ap-~
prenticeship, as fully as if such apprenticed labourer had not been discharged therefrom, and
that any apprenticed labourer might purchase hisor her discharge from such apprenticeship
without the consent, or in opposition, if necessary, to‘his or her employer’s will, m the man-
ner therein provided for, and hereinafter enacted ; and that no pradial apprenticed labourer,
attached to the soil, should be liable to perform any labour in the service of his or her em-
ployer, except upon, or in or about the works and Yusiness of the plantations or estates, to
or on which such pradial apprenticed labourers shall have beenattached or worked, or usually
employed on or previously to the said 1st day of August 1834, except with awritten consent
of two special justices of the peace, as thereinafter directed to be appointed, which consent
shall be in such manner and form as therein is provided for, and hereinafter enacted; and that
the right or interest of any employer to or in the services of any apprenticed labourers, shall
oe transferable in such manner and form as therein is mentioned and hereinafter is enacted, and
that in cases in which the food therein directed to be allowed to any predial apprenticed
labourer shall be supplied, not by the delivery to him or her of provisions, but by the culti-
vation by such predial apprenticed labourer, of ground set apart for the growth of provisions,
the actual extent of such ground, and the distance thereof from the place of residence of the
redial apprenticed labourer, for whose use it may be so allotted, and the length of time to

Pe deducted and allowed to him or her for the cultivation of the said ground, shall be regu-
lated in manner therein provided for and hereinafter enacted: And whereas by the 14th
section of the said in part recited Act, His Majesty, or the Governor of any Colony, by His
Majesty’s authority, may appoint justices of the peace by a special commission to give effect
to the said in part recited Act, and to all Colonial Laws to be made in pursuance thereof :
And whereas in and by the 16th section of the said in part recited Act, after reciting as
therein mentioned, it is enacted and declared, that nothing in the said in part recited Act
contained, extends or shall be construed to extend to prevent the enactment by the respective
Governors, Councils and Assemblies of any such Acts of General Assembly as may be requi-
site for making and establishing such several rules and regulations as are therein as aforesaid,
or in any of them, or for carrying the same or any of them into full and complete effect:
provide nevertheless, that it shall not be lawful for any such Governor, Council and Assem-
ly, by any such Acts ofAssembly as aforesaid, to make or establish any enactment, regula-

tion, provision, rule or order, which shall be in anywise repugnant or contradictory to the
. said reciting Act, or any part thereof, but that every such enactment, regulation, provision,
rule or order, shall be and is thereby declared to be absolutely null and void and of no effect:
And whereas it is in and by the 18th and 19th sections of the said in part recited Act pro-
vided and enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any such Governor, Council and Assembly,

- by any such Acts of General Assembly as aforesaid, to authorize any magistrate or justice
of the peace, other than and except the justices of the peace holding such special commis-
sions as aforesaid, to take cognizance of any offence committed or alleged to have been com-~
mitted by any such apprenticed labourer, or by his or her employer, in such their relation to
each other, or of the breach, violation or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to
each other, or of any question, matter or thing, incident to or arising out of the relations
subsisting between such apprenticed labourers and the persons respectively entitled to their
services; and every enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order, in any such Acts to the
contrary contained, shall be, and is thereby declared to be null and void, and of no effect; and
that the several justices of the peace having such special commissions as aforesaid, shall,
within the respective colonies to which they shall be respectively appointed, have; exercise
and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction over, and shall solely and exclusively take cogni-
zance of all such offences or alleged offences ds last aforesaid, and of every such breach,
violation or neglect of any of the aforesaid obligations, and of every such question, matter
or thing as aforesaid, any law, custom or usage in any of the said colonies to the contrary
in anywise notwithstanding: provided, nevertheless, that nothing therein contained shall
extend or be construed to extend to abrogate or take away the powers by law vested in the
Supreme Courts of Record, or the Superior Courts of civil and criminal justice, in any of the
said respective Colonies: And whereas it is desirable and expedient, that such of the provi-
sionsof the said in part recited Act, asrelate to the internal concerns of this Island and its
dependencies, and as far as the Legislature thereof has power and authority reserved to it
under the said in part recited Act, to enact, should be forthwith enacted in the manner here-

' inafter mentioned, expressed and contained: And whereas it is necessary in furtherance of
the said Act of the 3d and 4thof William the Fourth, and for the purposes of this Act, and
for the effectually carrying into operation the several rules, regulations and provisions in the
said Act ofthe 3d and 4th of William the Fourth, and hereinafter contained, that this Colony
be divided into districts for the judicial cognizance by and peculiar jurisdiction ofjustices of
the peace, appointed or to be appointed by special commission under the said Act of the 3d
and 4th ofWilliam the Fourth, relative to the several offences, duties, matters and things
hereinafter mentioned, expressed and enacted : B

278.—I1, a

GRENADA.

Appendix (B.)

 

 

Colonial Laws.
No. 47.

 

927



928

GRENADA.

Appendix (B.)
 

Colonial Laws.
No. 47-

 

394 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

1. Be it therefore enacted, by his Excellency Major-General Sir Lionel Smith, knight
commander of the most honourable military Order of the Bath, Governor-General in‘and
over the Islands of Barbadoes, Grenada, Saint Vincent and Tobago, and their several de-
pendencies, the members of His Majesty’s Council and the-representatives of-the people of
the said Island of Grenada and its ependencies, that from and after the 1st day ofAugust’
1834, for the purposes of this Act, this Colony shall be divided into six districts, and that
within each district there shall be established apolice, consisting of one special justice,
one serjeant and ten privates, to be at the disposal of such special justice‘and under hig
orders; and the limits of such districts shall be settled and fixed by a proclamation orpro-
clamations to be issued from time to time by the Governor; and that for the purposes of
this Act-such districts shall be under the judicial charge and especial jurisdiction of the re-
spective special justices, to be from time to time appointed thereto.

2. And be it enacted, that the common gaol or cage of every parish, or united parishes
of each district, shall be divided into such apartments or in such. manner as that the male
and female prisoners therein shall be kept apart; and in eachcage or gaol there shall be
established and fixed such stocks for the male prisoners, and such stocks for the female
prisoners, and such cells for solitary confinement, and such machinery for labour as may be
approved by the Governor.

3. And be it enacted, that in each district there shall be established and formed a culprit’s:
gang, to be composed of all such apprenticed labourers as shall be by the special justice of
the district condemned to imprisonment with hard labour.

4. And be it enacted, that when any apprenticed labourers shall be by the special justice
of any district condemned to imprisonment with hard labour, it shall be either on the
tread-mill, or under some mark of disgrace on the plantation to which such: apprentice or
apprentices may be attached, or in cleaning, widening, mending and repairing effectually the
pu lic _streéts, roads and highways within the district in which such culprit or culprits shall

condemned to labour, at the discretion of the specialjustice 6f suchdistrict.

5. And be it enacted, that the special justice of each district shall upon the application of
any proprietor, agent, manager or other person having charge of any estate whereon there may
be ten labourers employed, or on the application ofany apprenticed labourer or labourers, repair
to any such plantation, and shall investigate any complaint that may be then and there
made to him, and shall decide and adjudge thereon according to law, or shall appoint some
other time to investigate and decide such matter on such plantation.

6. And be it enacted, that the special justice of each district shall keep a journal and a
duplicate journal of all the cases that shall be brought before him, either at his place of re-
sidence or at any plantation or estate, in which journals he shall first enter the date when the
complaint was lodged with him; secondly, the name of the complainant and the name of
the defendant; thirdly, the substance of the complaint; fourthly, the names ofthe witnesses
adduced on both sides or on either side; fifthly, the substance of the evidence; sixthly, the
special justice’s decision upon the case; seventhly, whether and when the decision has been.
carried into effect; and eighthly, any remarks which he may think proper to insert therein.

7. And be it enacted, that the journal’ of each district shall bé kept in one and the same
uniform manner, to be prescribed by the Governor ; for which purpose the Governor is hereb
authorized to alter or vary the form in and by the last preceding clause of this Actdefined,
and to substitute such other form or plan as.to him shall seem more advisable.

8. And be it enacted, that at the end of each quarter of a year the special justice of each
district shall transmit to the Governor the duplicate journal for the then preceding quarter,
with an affidavit thereto annexed, and which affidavit shall be to the effect that the journal
has been faithfully kept, and that, with the exception of unintentional errors, it contains a
true account ofall the complaints, cases and proceedings which have been had and taken
by and before-him during the quarter to which it refers, and that the duplicate journal is a
complete, accurate and perfect transcript of the original in bis keeping.

9. And be it enacted, that until the Governor shall have actually received such duplicate
journal so verified as aforesaid, the special justice, whose duty it shall be to transmit to him
such duplicate journal so verified as aforesaid, shall not be entitled to receive or to draw any
order for, and the Governor shall not be at liberty to pay or to issue any order for the pay-
ment of the salary of the said special justice, for thePeriod of that quarter of which his
duplicate journal shall not be so transmitted as aforesaid.
_ 10. And be it enacted, that upon entering any such complaint in his journal, to the truth
of which such oath shall have been made by the complainant, the special justice shall either |
issue his warrant for the arrest of the party charged or shall issue a summons for his atten-
dance as the case may require, and as in the next succeeding section of this Act is specified;
and évery such warrant of arrest shall be in the form or to the effect hereunto annexed,
marked (A.), and every such summons shall be in the form or to the effect hereunto annexed
marked (B.)

11. And beitenacted, that the warrant ofarrest shall or may be issued in all cases which
impute a felony to the party charged, and in all cases where there is reason or suspicion to
apprehend that the party charged will endeavour to escape, and also in all cases where there
is reason to apprehend danger to the public peace from delay; in all other cases the special
justice shall proceedin the first instance by summons to the party charged. 12, And
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12. And be it enacted, that in all cases where the special justice shall proceed in the first:
instance by warrant of arrest, if there be not sufficient time after such arrest to investigate
the cause of complaint upon the same day of such arrest, the special justice shall and may
‘adjourn or postpone such investigation unto some other day, to be by him for that purpose
fixed; and if he see fit may require bail of and from the party charged, to appear on such
other day to answer the complaint; and in all offences bailable under this Act, if the party
arrested cannot find bail for his appearance on the day assigned to answer the complaint, he
shall be committed to safe keeping by the special justice under whose warrant he was
arrested, and the hearing of the complaint and answer shall not be postponed beyond 24
hours after such commitment.

18. And be it enacted, that in all cases where the special justice shall proceed in the first
instance by summons to the party charged, such ‘summons shall and may be served either
upon the party in person or by: leaving the same at the usual residence or place of abode
of such party, chatged at least 48 hours before the time in and by such summons required
for his attendance: provided always, that if the person or persons to be summoned shall be
an apprentice or apprentices, the service of such summons shall be upon the person or per-
sons in whose immediate employ such apprentice or apprentices shall be;and such employer
shall produce or cause to be produced the apprentice so summoned, pursuant to such
summons.

14, And be it enacted, that in all cases where it may be necessary or advisable to adduce
witnesses in support of, or in answer to any such complaint, the special justice shall issue his
summons to every such witness in the form or to the effect hereunto annexed, marked (C.)

15. And be it enacted, that at the time and place appointed by any such warrant or sum-
mons for proceeding upon any such complaint, the special justice shall in the presence of all
parties, first read aloud to the party charged the written complaint, and then take down in
writing the plea or answer of the party charged, and then proceed to examine on oath the
party complaining, and the witnesses in support of and in answer to such complaint, and shall
take down in writing the depositions, and which depositions, when takendownin writing,
shail be read over to and shall be signed by the deponent.

16. And be it enacted, that the special justice before whom any such complaint shall be,
investigated, may from time to time, as occasion shall. require, adjourn any such inquiry to
some other day, or to some other time of the same day; and shall enter in his journal every
such adjournment, and the cause thereof, and may, if necessary, commit. the party charged
in all"cases which impute a felony to the party charged, and in all cases where there is reason
or suspicion to apprehend that the party charged will endeavour to escape, and in all cases.p PP y y pe
where there is reason to apprehend anger to the public peace from delay; in all othercases
the special justice shall, if necessary, take bail for the appearance of the party charged; and
every such commitment shall be in the form or to the effect hereunto annexed, marked (D.);
and every such recognizance of bail shall be in the form or to the effect hereunto annexed,
marked (E.) ;

17. And be it enacted, that when theproceedings upon any complaint shall be closed, the
special justice shall pronounce his decision thereupon, and shall reduce the same to writing,
and subscribe it with his hand, and all such proceedings shall be entered in his journal forth-
with, after such decision shall have been pronounced..

18. And be it enacted, that the special justice before whom suchproceedings shall be taxen
shall, within 10 days after demand, and upon payment of a fee of 2s. currency, per folio of
90 words, deliver a true copy of his said proceedings, and of his decision thereon, to either
or both of the parties demanding it, under a penalty of 50. currency for neglecting or
_Tefusing so to do. . .

19. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for such special justice, by any decision to
beby him made upon any such complaint, and as the justice or reason of the case may re-
quire, either to dismiss the complaint, or if not fora felony, to sanction any compromise be~
tween the parties which he may think fair or equitable, or to convict the party charged, or:
according to the nature ofthe offence, to commit the party charged to prison to take his trial
for the imputed offence, or to take bail for his appearance to answer toa bill- of indictment
or information for the imputed offence ; such commitment or bail to beregulated in the same
manner and under such circumstances as are inand by the 16th section of this Act herein-
before mentioned and specified.

20. And be it enacted, that if any such complaint be dismissed, the special justice shall,
in such his written decision entered in his journal, state whether such dismissal was in con-
sequence of the complaint not being sufficiently or satisfactorily proved, or frivolous, vexa-
tious, malicious or negatived.

21. And be it enacted, that if any such coniplaint shall be so dismissed as frivolous, vex-
atious, malicious or negatived, the specialjustice may adjudge the complainant, if an appren-
ticed labourer, to work in the service of his employer for any time not exceeding in the whole
15 extra hours in any one week, or if the complainant be the employer, the special justice

- May adjudge such employer to the payment of a penalty, for the use of the apprenticed
labourer charged, of not less than 108., nor more than 50s., currency. ,

22. And be it enacted, that if any such complaint shall be so dismissed as being malicious,
the said specialjustice may, at the instance of the party charged,adjudge the complainant, ifan
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apprenticed labourer, to whipping, not exceeding 80 stripes, or imprisonment with: hard
labour, for any time not exceeding one month; or if the complainant be the employer of
any such apprenticed labourer’, to a fine not exceeding 41. currency, for the benefit of the
party charged.

23. And be it enacted, that ifthe special justice shall, by such his decision, convict the
party charged, or shall convict the complainant of having preferred a frivolous and vexatious,
or @ malicious complaint, such conviction shall be severally drawn up and entered in the
journa’, according to some or one of the forms, or to the effect hereunto annexed, marked
(F.) (G.) GL.)

24. And be it enacted, that if the special justice shall commit the party charged to take
his trial for the imputed offence, such commitment shall be drawn up in the form, or to the
effect hereunto annexed, marked (1.)

25. And be it enacted, that upon any conviction of the party charged, the special justice
shall forthwith issue his warrant, under his hand and seal, for the execution of his decision
or judgment, except where fines are imposed and payment tendered, which warrant shall be
in the form or tothe effect hereunto annexed, marked (K.)

28. And be it enacted, that all summonses, warrants, commitments and other orders, so
to be issued by any special justice as aforesaid, shall be directed to and executed by the

lice officers of his district: provided, nevertheless, that it shall be lawful for such special
Justice, as occasion may require, to direct any such summons, warrant, commitment, or other
otdet, to any other peace officer of peace ofticers of the Colony, either jointly with or instead
of such his officers of police, as to him may seem requisite; and such other peace officer
or officers are hereby required to execute the same.

27. And be it enacted, that any summons, warrant or order, issued by such specialjustice
within his own district, may, without any further authority, be carried into execution inany
part of the Colony, though beyond such district.

28. And be it enacted, that if any person summoned by the special justice as a wit-
ness, shall not appear in obedience to such summons, or appearing, shall refuse to be swom
or examined, or to answer any question proposed to him y such special justice, in relation
to the matters pending before him, it shall be lawful for such special justice to issue his war-
rant for the arrest of any such defaulter, and to commit him to close custody, there to re-
main until he submit to be sworn and examined, and to make such answers as aforesaid;
and every such warrant of arrest or commitment shall be in the form or to theeffect:here-
unto annexed, marked (L.) (M.): provided, however, that during the examination of @ witness
he shall not be compelled to answer any question which may criminateé himeelf.

29. And be it enacted, that if any suit or action be commenced against any special
justice in respect of any act, matter or thing by him done by virtue and in pursuance ofthis
Act, he may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence in
any trial to be had thereupon, and if the plaintiff be nonsuited, or discontinue his action,
without the consent of the defendant, or a verdict be found against the plaintiff, such plain-
uff shall pay treble costs of suit.

80. And be it enacted, that ifinany such action or suit against any special justice, he shall
at any time before trial of such action or suit, tender to theplaintiff sufficient amends for the
wrong or injury, in respect ofwhich the same may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of
suit up tothat time incurred, and ifthe plaintiff shall refuse to accept such amends and costs
of ‘suit, then upon proof made to the court at the trial of such suit, that such amends have
been so tendered, and were sufficient, the court shall award that judgment be-given for. the
plaintiffin the amountofthe sum so tendered, subject, nevertheless, to the reduction therefrom
of the costs of suit of the defendant.

31. And be it enacted,. that no suit or action shall be brought against any special justice
in respect of any matter or thing by him done, under or in pursuance of this Act, unless the
same shall be commenced within six calendar months after the cause of action accrued, nor
unless one month’s notice previous to the entry of such suit or action shall be duly served on
such special justice.

$2.. And be it enacted, that no suit or action shall be brought against any policeman, con~
stable, peace-oflicer or other officer, or against any person or persons acting by, under the
order, or in the aid of such policeman, constable, peace-officer or other officer, for any thing
done in obedience to. any warrant under the hand or seal of any special justice, until de-
mand hath been made or left at the usual place of the abode of such policeman, constable,
peace-officer or other officer, by the party or parties intending to bring such action, or by his
attorney or agent,in writing, signed by the party demanding the same, of the perusal and
copy of such warrant, and that the same hath r or neglected, for the space of
six days after such demand; and in case after such demand, and compliance therewith, any
action shallbe brought against any such policeman, constable, peace-officer or other officer,
oragainst any person or persons acting by their or either of their order, and in their or either
of their aid as aforesaid, without making the special justice who signed or sealed the said
warrant, a defendant to such suit or action, that on producing and proving such warrant at .
the trial of such action, the jury ‘shall give their verdict for the defendant, notwithstanding
any defect ofjurisdiction in such special justice. a’ And
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33. And be it enacted, that if such action be brought jointly against such special justice,
and also against such policeman, constable, peace-officer or other officer, or against any per-
son or persons acting by his order and in his aid as aforesaid, then on proof of such war-
rant, the jury shall find for such policeman, constable, peace-officer or other officer, or for
such person or persons acting by his order and in his aid, notwithstanding such defect of
jurisdiction as aforesaid; and if the verdict shall be given against the special justice, in such
case the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover his her or their costs against him,tobe taxed in
such manner by the proper officer so as to include such costs as the plaintiff or plaintiffs are
liable to pay to the defendant or defendants for whom such verdict shall be found.

34. And whereas it is necessary to distinguish in reference to each person about to become
an apprenticed labourer, to which of the three classes of apprenticed labourers hereinbefore
mentioned he or she belongs: And whereas by virtue of or under an Act of the Legislature
of this Colony, intituled, “ An Act for establishing a Registry of Negro and other Slaves,
in the Island of Grenada and its Dependencies,” and dated the 27th day of March 1833,
a general registry of the slaves within this Colony is directed to take place between the 1st
day of January and the 30th day of April 1834, when all and every person and persons re-.
sident in this Colony, then being in lawful possession of any slave or slaves within the same,
whether asproprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator, receiver, lessee, attorney, agent, ex-

ecutor, administrator, guardian, committee, or in any other right or character, and whatever
his her or their title or interest in any such slave or slaves may be, shall respectively make
and deliver, or cause tq be made and delivered, unto the registrar of slaves thereunder ap-
pointed, a schedule or return of all slaves by him her or them possessed, on the 31st day
of December then immediately preceding, with a list of particulars, according to the form
thereunto annexed, marked (A.), together with a duplicate thereof ; and one of the said returns
shall be numbered by the registrar, according to the order of progression in which such said
returns shall have been given in, and the same shall be deposited in his office to be registered
and recorded in the books thereof, and the duplicate of each and every such return and
list as aforesaid shall be in like wanner correspondently numbered, and being previously
certified and signed by the registrar, shall be delivered back to the persomor persons mak-
ing the said return or returns: And whereas it will be necessary to ascertain what increase
and decrease may take place among the slaves in each said schedule between the said 31st
day of December last preceding. the making of such return, and the Ist day of August
1834, when slavery is to cease; Be it therefore enacted, that between the 1st day of August
1834, and the 30th day of September in the same year, every person to whomthe registrar
shall have so delivered back the duplicate of each and every such return and list as aforesaid,
shall fairly and correctly transcribe such return, only omitting the names and particulars of
such of the persons therein named as shall since the original return was given in as afore-
said be then dead, manumitted or transferred, and shall affix to the entry of the name ofeach
predial attached apprenticed labourer in such transcript the letters P. A.,and to the entry of
the name of each predial unattached apprenticed labourer in such transcript the letters
P. U.,and to the entry of the name of each non-predial apprenticed labourer in such transcript
the letters N. P.; provided that no apprenticed labourer above the age of twelve years shall be
included in the class of predial apprenticed labourers in such transcript, unless during the
space of twelve calendar months before the date of the said statute of the 8d and 4th of

illiam the Fourth, he or she had been habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufac-
ture of colonial produce or otherwise, upon lands belongin to his or her employer, being
a predial attached apprenticed labourer as aforesaid, or had been habitually employed in
agricultureor in the manufacture of colonial produce or otherwise upon lands not belonging
to his or her employer, being a preedial unattached apprenticed labourer as aforesaid.

35. And be it enacted, that between the said 1st day of August and the said 30th day of
September 1834, every such transcript, with such letters as aforesaid affixedto the entry of
the names therein, of each person who shall have then become an apprenticed labourer shall
be delivered by the person possessing the same to the registrar, together with a list of the
names of the Increase and decrease which shall have taken place of or among such respec-
tive persons between the 31st day of December preceding such original return as aforesaid
and the said Ist day of August 1834.

36. And be it enacted, that to every such transcript, with such distinguishing letters as
aforesaidaffixed to the entry of the names of each apprenticed labourer therein, there shall
be annexed at the time of the delivery thereof to the registrar as aforesaid an affidavit by
the person delivering the same, to the effect that the distinctions therein made comprise only
such persons who in their state of slavery had been habitually employed during twelve

calendar months next preceding the date of the said statute of the 3d and 4th of William
the Fourth, in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise upon lands
belonging to their owners or other persons, according as such predial apprenticed labourers
shall be attached or not attached to the soil.

- 87. And beit enacted, that if in any case the registrar shall see cause to doubt the ac-
curacy of the transcript delivered to him, he is hereby authorized and required to appoint by
notice a time and place at which the person so delivering to the registrar such transcript
shall attend him, to substantiate the accuracy of such transcript so delivered.

38. And be it enacted, that at the time and place so to be appointed, the person to whom
such notice of appointment shall be addressed or given, is hereby required to attend the
registrar, ana if required shall bring with him any apprenticed labourcr respecting whom
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any such doubt may have arisen, together with any other apprenticed labourer in his em-
ploy or under his charge ; and the said registrar shall then proceed to examine the person
delivering such transcript and the apprenticed labourer respecting whom such doubt shall
have arisen, and any witnesses that may be adduced respecting the truth of such transcript;
and the said registrar is also empowered, if necessary, to adjourn such examination from time
to time as he may see fit.

‘89. And be it enacted, that the said registrar shall, after such examination, either con-

firm or correct any such transcript delivered to him as aforesaid, according to the evidences -
adduced and as he may see fit, and shall thereupon certify and give notice to the party de-
livering such transcript and to the apprenticed labourer respecting whom such doubt shall
have arisen respectively of the decision to which he shall have come in the premises.

40. And be it enacted, that if either the party so delivering to the registrar such tran-
script as aforesaid, or the apprenticed labourer respecting whom such doubt shall have
arisen, be dissatisfied with the decision to which the registrar shall have come in the premises,
such party so delivering such transcript may on his own behalf, or the apprenticed labourer
respecting whom such doubt shall have arisen, or the registrar on his or her behalf, may
apply to the chief justice or to any other justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature
within this Colony by petition, setting forth the nature of such decision and the objections
thereto, and praying for an appeal and reversal by such judge of such decision.

41.. And be it enacted, that the judge to whom any such petition may be preferred shall,
without unnecessary delay, proceed in a summary way to hear and decide upon the
matter thereof, and the decision of such judge in the premises, whether in confirmation or
reversal of the decision of the said registrar, shall be final and conclusive upon the parties.

42. And be it enacted, that it shall be in the power of the Supreme Court of Judicature
to make and establish general rules of practice and proceeding upon and for regulating
the proceedings of every such petition, in the manner that may be least expensive and most
conducive to method, punctuality and dispatch.

43. And be it enacted, that when there shall not be any doubt, or when such proceed-
ings respecting any doubt as aforesaid shall have taken place and shall be determined, the
registrar shall forthwith proceed to registrar such apprenticed labourers in books for that
purpose, and according to the same form as he has hitherto kept books for the registration
or return of slaves, and shall affix to the entry of the name of each preedial attached ap-
renticed labourer in such book the letters P. A., and of each predial unattached apprenticed.

fehourer the letters P. U., and of each non-preedial apprenticed labourer the letters N. P.;
and shall thereupon lodge every such book of registry or returns with the colonial
secretary.

44, And be it enacted, that the said books of registry or return of apprenticed labourers,
when so corrected and lodged with the colonial secretary, shall bedeposited among the
public records; and when any question shall arise respecting the class to which any ap-
renticed labourer belongs, such corrected books of registry or returns, or a certified ex-

tract therefrom, shall be taken as binding and conclusive evidence upon such question.

45. And be it enacted, that if any person who ought to deliver to the registrar any such
transcript as aforesaid, shall neglect, omit or refuse to do so, or to make the-affidavit herein-
before required to be made, or to attend the registrar when required and summoned by him
for that purpose, he shall incur a penalty of not more than 252. of current money of the
Colony, nor less than 50s. of like money; and in the event of the wilful absence of such
person it shall be lawful for the registrar to proceed and decide any such question as though
such person had attended.

46. Andbe it enacted, that upon from and after the said 1st day of August 1834, the
person who on the 3l1st day of July in the samte year shall be the registrarof slaves within
this Colony shall at the same rate of salary and fees as in the said Act for establishing a
registry of negro and other slaves in the Island of Grenada and its dependencies are pro-
vided, continue to hold the office of registrar for the purposes of receiving such transcripts as
aforesaid, and of entering the same into such books as aforesaid, and for other the purposes
heréinbefore required, until the 31st day of January 1835.

47. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every employer of apprenticed
labourers shall provide for and allow to every family of such apprenticed labourers employed
by him, consisting of not less than four persons, a good and comfortable house, with one or
more cabannes or beds, raised at least one foot from the ground; and shall provide and give
to each and every such apprenticed labourer an annual allowance of six yards of cloth or
pennistoun, eight yards of oznaburgh, or other linen of equal strength and value, one hat
or cap, with needles and thread, and a triennial allowance of one blanket, a weekly allow-
ance of two pounds of salted, dried or pickled fish, or such other provisions as may be
equivalent thereto, and one quarter of a pint of salt; and shall provide and give to each
and every apprenticed labourer, not. supported by the cultivation of his or her provision
grounds, a weekly allowance of eight pints of flour or six quarts of meal, grain, pulse or
other articles of food equally nutritious,,in addition to the weekly allowance of salted fish
and salt hereinbefore provided for such apprenticed labourers; and that it shall be lawful
for any employer to substitute money for the foregoing allowances of food, or any pare
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thereof, at the marketable value of such allowances of food at the time of such substitution :
rovided always, that nothing herein contained shall prevent any employer from regulating

the distribution of the foregoing allowances of clothing and food according to the ages of
the respective apprenticed labourers, provided the aggregate amount of such allowances shall
not be less in quantity than the rate hereinbefore prescribed; and every employer of ap-
prenticed labourers neglecting or refusing to provide, furnish and give the allowances of food
and clothing hereinbefore immediately specified, upon conviction thereof before any special

_ justice of the peace, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 5/., over and above the value of any
suchallowances of food and clothing omitted to be provided, furnished and given as
aforesaid.

48. And whereas it is necessary that a certdin portion of time shall be allowed such
Jabourers for the purpose of cultivating their provision grounds, to be deducted from the 45
hours per week which they are required to labour for their employers ; Be it therefore enacted,
that in each and every year there shall be allowed to every labourer fourteen full workin
days for the purpose of cultivating their provision grounds, over and above the time allotte
them by the 51st clause of this Act, and not including Christmas-day and New Year’s-day,
which shall be considered holidays.

49. And whereas it is necessary that in cases where such apprenticed labourers are su
ported wholly or in part by the cultivation of their provision grounds, that a certain quantity
of land should be allotted them for that purpose : And whereas the most fertile lend and that
which is best adapted for the growth of provisions, is, in some cases, a considerable distance
from their place of abode, but to deprive them of such lands and compel them to work ex-
hausted soils or lands of infericr description, but nearer to their place of abode, would cause
great dissatisfaction and loss to such apprenticed labourers; Be it therefore enacted, that
nothing herein contained shall tend to disturb such apprenticed labourers in the enjoy-
ment of mountain provision grounds during the continuance of their apprenticeship, or
compel any employer to procure other grounds in lieu thereof; and if any such employer
shall refuse or neglect to allot to his apprenticed labourer sufficient land adapted for the
growth of provisions, and at and after the rate of one quarter of an acre for each and eve
jabourer, he shall, on conviction before the special justice, incur and be lable to a fine of
not less than 102. nor more than 501. for every neglect or refusal so to do.

50. And be it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall, by wilful neglect or indo-
lence, during his or her own time, suffer his or her house or provision ground to fall into
decay and bad order, it shall and may be lawful for the employer of such apprenticed
labourer, with the sanction, in writing, of any special justice, to be obtained upon proof
before him of such neglect or indolence, to put the house or provision ground of such
apprenticed labourer into proper order for his or hercomfort and support, and to deduct an

equivalent quantity of labour from his or her own time, not exceeding fifteen hours in any
one week.

51. And be it enacted, that no labourer or labourers shall be compelled to perform any
agricultural or other labour for the benefit, profit or advantage of his or her employer, from
the hour of six o’clock on Saturday morning, until six o’clock on Monday morning, unless
sentenced so to do by any special justice or justices, mariners, watchmen, stock-keepers,
domestics and attendants on the sick excepted: provided always, that such stock-keepers,
domestics or attendants on the sick, shall be allowed so much time as may be equivalent to
the time in which they may be so employed as aforesaid, and except also, when called upon
to arrest any fire or flood, or to remedy the effect of any fire, flood, hurricane or earthquake,
or the failure of any part of the machinery or boiling apparatus of a sugar plantation, orin
the necessary attendance on any wash or liquor in distilleries, or accidents to stock ; and in
all cases of urgent necessity, it shall be lawful for the employer or any other person or persons
acting under him, when such necessity shall occur, to require and compel the immediate
and continued service of any or all the apprenticed labourers, durmg such emergency; and
that the hours of agricultural labour shall be as follows; from six o’clock in the morning
until half-past seveno’clock, (when half an hour shall be allowed the labourers for breakfast);
from eight until twelve o’clock, (when two full hours shall be allowed for dinner), and from
half-past two, (allowing half an hour for each labourer to reach his or her destined place of
employment); until the hour of six in the evening; end any labourer not appearing at his or
her respective duties at the hours and times hereinbefore limited for labour, or who shall un-
lawfully absent himself or herself from his or her employment during the hours and times of
labour ‘hereinbefore described, shall be deemed wilfully absent, and on conviction before the
special justice of the district, be compelled to serve his or her employer double such time of
absence, out of the time allotted to him, provided such forfeiture shall not exceed three hours
in any one day, or fifteen hours in any one week.

52, And whereas at certain periods of the year jt is necessary to employ apprenticed
labourers about certain manufacturing processes during the night time; Be it therefore
enacted, that nothing herein contained shall render the employment of labourers in the night
time illegal, provided that such apprenticed labourers shall not berequired or compelled to
labour for more than nine hours in the whole on any one day, the day being for that purpose
understood to commence from the hour of twelve at night, and to terminate at the hour of
twelve the succeeding night. .

53. And be it enacted, that upon any plantation or estate in these Islands, to which such
apprenticed labourers shall be attached, there shall be, under a penalty of 504, a good and
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sufficient hospital in a proper and healthy situation, to be approved of by the medical attend-
ant of such estate, for the reception and cure of all sick and infirm apprenticed labourers ;
and the employer or other person for the time being, having the charge of such plantation
and apprenticed labourers, is hereby respectively required and directed to keepahospital
book, with the names of the apprenticed labourers admitted, the dates of their admission,
and also of their dismission or death, and in which book shall be inserted by the medical
attendant of the said plantation, the nature of their complaints or diseases, rescriptions
and treatment; and such employer is hereby required to employ some person duly qualified
in the practice of physic and surgery, to attend such apprenticed labourers as occasion may
require ; provided such medical practitioner can be procured, and shall provide such medicine,
food and other necessaries as shall be deemed requisite by such medical practitioner, and as
heretofore been customary, under a penalty, not exceeding 51, for every neglect or refusal
80 to do.

54. And be it enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any apprentice, whose name shall
appear in the book aforesaid, to leave the hospital without the permission of the medical
attendant or his employer; and that it shall be lawful for the employer to keep such hospital
locked up.

55. And be it-enacted, that for every hour in which any apprenticed labourer shall absent
himself or herself from his or her employer’s service without legal cause, such apprenticed
labourer being thereof convicted before the special justice of the district, shall be com-
pelled to serve his or her employer two extra hours, provided that such extra hours shall
not exceed fifteen in the whole m any one week; and any apprenticed labourer absenting
himself or herself without legal cause, from his or her employer’s service for more than nine
hours in any one week, and being thereof convicted before the special justice of the district,
shall be adjudged a deserter; and any apprenticed labourer absenting himself or herself
without lawful cause, from his or her employer’s service for two days during one week, whe-
ther the said two days of such labourer’s absence shall be successive days of the week or not,
and being thereof convicted before the special justice ofthe district, shall be adjudged a vaga-
bond; and any apprenticed labourer absenting himself or herself without legal cause from
his or her employer’s service for five days in any one week, and being thereof convicted
before the special justice of the district, shall be adjudged a runaway.

56. And be it enacted, that any apprenticed labourers, who may be adjudged deserters,
shall by the said special justice of the district, be confined to hard labour for any time not
exceeding one week; that any apprenticed labourers who may be adjudged vagabonds, shall
by the said specialjustice be confined to hard labour for any time not exceeding two weeks,
and to any number of stripes, not exceeding fifteen; that any apprenticed labourers who may
be adjudged runaways, shall by the said special justice be confined to hard labour for any
time not exceeding one month, and to any number of stripes, not exceeding thirty; and any
apprenticed labourer absenting himself or herself seven days or upwards from his or her
employer's service without a legal cause, shall on conviction thereof before the special justice
of the district,be adjudged a notorious runaway, and shall suffer three months’ imprisonment
and hard labour, and if a male, whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes.

57. And be it enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted of performing his or her
work indolently, carelessly or negligently, shall, for the first offence, be adjudged by the said
special justice of the district, to labour in his or her employer’s service for any ‘time not
exceeding fifteen hours in the whole in any one week ; for the second offence, to solitary
confinement, with or without hard labour, for any time not exceeding one week; and for
the third, or any other subsequent offence, to solitary confinement, with or without hard
labour, for any time not exceeding one fortnight, with whipping, not exceeding twenty
stripes.

58. And beit enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who, by the careless use of fire, shall
endanger the property of his or her employer, or that of any other person, or who shall
wantonly injure the property of his or her employer, or who shall neglect or ill-use the cattle
or other live stock of his or her employer, or that of any other person, or who shall by wilful
negligence expose the property of his or her employer, or of any other person, to any
damage or injury, shall, for every such offence hereinbefore specified, be adjudged, in the
discretion of the special justice of the district, either to extra labour in his orher employer’s
service, for any time not exceeding fifteen hours in the whole in any one week, or to confine-
ment to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or to any number of stripes, not
exceeding thirty, or to any two or more of such punishments: provided always, that this
enactment shall not exempt any such apprenticed labourer from his or her liability to such
actions or prosecutions as other persons of free condition may be subject aad liable to, in
respect of any such acts by him or her done or committed, although no such apprenticed
labourer shall be liable to be punished under this Act, and prosecuted for the same offence
at law.

59. And be it enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall disobey the lawful com-
mands of his or her employer, shall be liable upon conviction thereof before the special justice
of the district, to any one or more of the ‘punishments last aforesaid.

6v. And be it further enacted, that any three or more apprenticed labourers who shall
agree or combine together to make any resistance to the lawful commands of their employer
or employers, shall, upon conviction thereofhefore the special justice of the district, be deemed

guilty



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 401

guilty of an unlawful conspiracy, and shall be adjudged by such special justice to solitary’
confinement, with or without hard labour, for any period, not exceeding six months, wit
whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes.

61. And be it enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be in a state of drunken-
ness, or who shall be found fighting, or who shall conduct himself or herself in an insolent
and insubordinate manner towards his or her employer, or any person in the immediate
superintendence of his or her labour, shall for every such offence be liable, on conviction
before the specialjustice of the district, to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not
exceeding one week, or to whipping, not exceeding fifteen stripes: provided always, that no
female apprenticed labourer shall be subject to be punished by whipping for any offence by
her committed, but that in all the cases aforesaid, in which that punishment is authorized, it
shall be understood as applying to the cases of male apprenticed labourers only; and that all
the offences in respect of which such punishment may be inflicted on any such male ap-
renticed labourer offending as aforesaid, shall, when committed by female apprenticed
abourers, be punished by hard labour or by confinement in the public stocks, and distin-
guishing marks or dresses, or by solitary confinement; the stocks to be employed for such
purpose of punishing by confinement therein of the female apprenticed labourers, shall be
according to one general model, to be sanctioned by the Governor; and no female apprenticed
labourer shall, for any offeence by her committed, be confined in such public stocks after
sunset or before sunrise, or for more than eight hours in the whole for any one day: provided
also, that nothing herein contained shall prevent any special justice from sentencing any
apprenticed labourer to solitary confinement on the estate to which he is attached or may be
working, if he should so deem fit.

62. And be it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer appointed by his employer or any
otherperson acting under his orders, to watch by night,shall neglect or refuse to proceed
to, and to continue in the punctual performance of ‘that duty, according to the orders and
directions given him, every such apprenticed labourer s0 offending, who shall not prove to
the satisfaction of the special justice that he was prevented by sickness or other unavoidable
cause, from the performance ofsuch duty, shall, on conviction before such special justice, be
adjudged to the same punishment as is herein provided for the punishment of indolence.

63. And whereas a practice hath prevailed, of gangs of labourers leaving the estates to
which they are attached for the purpose of preferring complaints, and such practice hath a
tendency to disturb the peace of the Colony, and affords an evil example to peaceable and
well-disposed labourers; Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not
be lawful for any ene ofapprenticed labourers to leave the estateto which they are attached,
for the purpose o preferring complaints to any person or persons whatsoever, but in all cases
where such gang may feel themselves aggrieved, they shall select one or more of their num-
ber, not exceeding three, and such person or persons so selected shall apply to his her or
their employer for a pass, but in case of refusal, may proceed without molestation or
hindrance, to the special justice of the district, and no other person, for the purpose of
Jaying before him any complaint, or making to him any application respecting any matter or
thing cognizable by such special justice; and any person or persons who shall by force,
menace or intimidation, or any other unlawful means, prevent any apprenticed labourer or
apprenticed labourers so selected, from resorting to such special justice for any such purpose
as aforesaid, or from returning to his or her place of abode, after having so resorted to any
such special justice, shall be deemed and considered guilty of a misdemeanor, and for such
misdemeanor shall forfeit the sum of 5/.; provided such apprenticed labourer or apprenticed
dJabourers, so selected as aforesaid, shall resort to and return from such special justice with
dye diligence, and without any unnecessary loss of time; and such special justice on such
complaint or application shall make diligent inquiry into the premises, and afford redress on
the grievance being proved according to the exigency of the case, and in strict conformity
with the provisions of this Act: but if it shall appear to such special justice that such com-
plaint or application is without foundation, such special justice shall adjudge the complainant
or complainants, or any other apprenticed labourer or apprenticed labourers that may have
been theringleaders or instigators of such groundless complaints, to work in the service of ©
his her or their employer for any time not exceeding in the whole fifteen extra hours in any
one week, or if it shall appear to such special justice that the alleged complaint is frivolous,
vexatious or malicious, he shall adjudge such complainants to the same punishment as is
hereinbefore awarded to the same for frivolous, vexatious or malicious complaints.

64. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the person administering the
government of this Colony for the time being, and he is hereby authorized and required by
and with the consent of his council, on or before the 1st day of January, in each and every,
year, to nominate and appoint three experienced and intelligent persons in each district, as
inspectors, for the purpose of ascertaining and computing the amount of work to be per-
formed by each labourer or labourers on any plantation or estate; and such inspectors shall,
within ten days after they have received notice of such appointment, make oath before the
special justice of the district, to the faithful discharge of their duties as inspectors; and in
cases where any dispute may arise between the employer and any labourer or labourers as
to the quantity of work allotted to or performed by such labourer or labourers, it shall and
may be lawful for such inspectors, on the application or complaint of either party, to proceed
to the estate on which such complaint is made, and examine the work allotted to or per-
formed by such labourer or labourers; and, if after such examination, it shall appear to such
mspectors, or a majority of them, that the work allotted to or performed by such labourer or
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labourers is more than he she or they ought to be compelled in future to perform, it shal}
be the duty of such inspectors to reduce such allotted work to a reasonable and moderate
quantity, as in their experience and judgment they may see fX:;. but if it shall appear to such
inspectors, or a majority of them, that the work allotted to or performed by such labourer or
labourers is moderate and reasonable, and no more than the said labourer or labourers
ought and might or should be compelled to perform, the said inspectors, or a majority
of them, are hereby authorized and required to grant a certificate thereof to the em-
ployer of such labourer or labourers, who may produce the same to the special justice of
the district, together with the name or names of any labourer or labourers who hath or have
refused, or may continue to refuse to perform such work so allotted to them, and adjudged
by the said inspectors to be reasonable and moderate; and such special justice ishereby
authorized and required to adjudge such punishment to such refractory labourers as is herein-
before provided for the punishment of indolence.

65. And whereas it is necessary for the maintenance of good order and discipline amongst
the apprenticed labourers, and for the temporary security of offenders, that a limited au-
thority should be vested in the employers; Be it therefore enacted, that if any apprenticed
labourer shall be guilty, or suspected of beingguilt of any offence set forth in thre Act, or
of any other offence that would subject suc offender to trial in the Supreme Court of
Judicature, for felony or misdemeanor, under the laws in force in thisColony, it shall and
may be lawful for such employer to secure, or cause to be secured, such offender, in some
wholesome place of confinement, on the plantation to which such offender shall be attached,
for a period not exceeding twenty-four hours, or until such offender can be brought before
any special justice, or other competent authority.

66. And be it.enacted, that if any person or persons shall wrongfully, maliciously, or
without sufficient cause, confine any apprenticed labourer or apprenticed labourers as afore-
said, such person or persons being convicted thereof before any special justice, shall incur
and be liable to a fine of not less than ten nor more than twenty shillings, which fine shall
be paid to the party aggrieved. 7

67. And be it enacted, that all the offences cognizable by the special justice under this
Act, shall be inquired of by the magistrates having special commissions, and not by anyother justice of the peace: provided always, that any such special justice may, if he shall
see occasion, refer any such case for trial to the Supreme Court of Judicature of this
sland.

68. And be it enacted, that-if the employer of any predial apprenticed labourer shall by
force or fraud protract the weekly services of such apprenticed labourer beyond the period
by this Act allowed for that purpose, such employer so offending, upon conviction thereof
before the special justice of the district, shall forfeit, for the benefit of suth apprenticed
labourer, the sum of one shilling in respect of every hour which such apprenticed labourer’s
weekly service shall have been protracted.

69. And be it enacted, that it shall be the duty of every employer of apprenticed
labourers, to intimate to the apprenticed labourers in his or her employment, the commence-
ment and the close of the legal hours of labour, for which purpose a signal shall be given in
such manner as shall, in reference to each plantation, have been previously approved of by
the special justice of the district, which signal shall always be of such a nature as to be dis-
tinctly visible or audible to the several preedial apprenticed labourers in the service of any
such employer as aforesaid.

70. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any employer and apprenticed
labourer mutually to contract together for work to be done either by day or by week, for
such wages or consideration as they may agree upon: provided always, that such contracts
or engagements shall be sanctioned by a special justice, and that no such agreement shall be
for alonger period than one year, and that no task work shall be imposed upon any body of
apprenticed labourers, except by consent of a majority thereof.

v1. And be it enacted, that upon proof being made, to the satisfaction of the special
justice of the district, of the non-payment of the consideration stipulated for in any such
contract as aforesaid, whether for task-work or for extra services, it shall be competent
to such special justice, and he is hereby authorized to award execution against such employer
as aforesaid, for the amount of such consideration; and if the same shall not be paid within
one week next after such award, to issue his warrant in the nature of an execution, and levy
the same upon the produce, utensils and. other chattels upon such plantation, which execution
shall be executed by the serjeant of the police of the district, who shall thereunder seize
and sell so much of such produce, utensils or other chattels as may be found upon such
plantation, and as may be necessary for the payment of such debt, delivering over the
surplus, if any, to such employer, which execution shall be in the form hereto annexed,
marked (N.) a

72. And be it enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall violate the terms of any
contract as aforesaid, on conviction thereof before any special justice, shall be liable to the
same pains and penalties as are provided in respect of the violation by any such apprenticed
labourer, of the duties to be by him or her performed in the discharge of the services owing
by him or her to such his or her employer under this Act.

73. And be it enacted, that every married woman, being an apprenticed labourer, not-
withstanding her coverture, and every child of the age of twelveyrs and upwards, not-
withstanding his or her infancy, shallbecompetent to enter into such contracts asaforesaid.

74. An
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74, And be it enacted, that if any employer of any apprenticed labourer shall whip, beat,
imprison or confine inthe stocks (save and except as herein provided,) or otherwise maltreat
any such apprenticed labourer, or shall, by way of punishment, commit any assault upon his
or her person, such employer shall incur a penalty, to be imposed by such special justice as
aforesaid, not exceeding five pounds, with imprisonment for any time not exceeding one
month, in default of the payment of such fine.

75. And be it enacted, that in any such case as last aforesaid, it shall be competent to
any such apprenticed labourer, instead of referring his or her complaint to the special
justice of the district in which he or she resides, to maintain any civil suit or action, as in
the case of any other free person, for damages for such assault; and it shall also be com-
petent to such special justice, if he shall see occasion, to abstain from imposing such penalty,
and to commit the offender, in default of bail, to take his trial for such offence,before any
court having jurisdiction in the premises; and that if any such employer, being the person
entitled to the services of such apprenticed labourer, shall be convicted before any court of
competent jurisdiction, of any cruelty towards his or her apprenticed labourer, then such
apprenticed labourer shall be discharged from his or her apprenticeship, by order of the court
before which such conviction shall be had.

76. And be it enacted, that if any threeor more apprenticed labourers shall unite together
in any riot or tumultuous assemblage, any justice of the peace, who shall be present at the
same, shall cause a flag or some other conspicuous signal to be exhibited, as a warning to
all persons then present to Beparate and disperse quietly; and that all persons who, at the
expiration of ten minutes from the exhibition of such flag or signal, shall continue present at
any such riotous assemblage, shall, on conviction before any justice of the peace, be liable to
imprisonment for any time not exceeding twelve months, and to solitary confinement, with or
without hard labour for any part of such time.

77. And be it enacted, that no predialapprenticed labourer shall reside beyond the limits
of the plantation on which he or she maybe attached, on or after the Ist day of August
next, unless by the authority or with the consent of his or her employer.

78. And be it enacted, that every preedial apprenticed labourer found beyond the limits of
the estateto which such apprenticedlabourer may be attached, excepting on his or her way to
and from market, or to or from some place of public worship, or to or from the justice of the
district, for the purpose of making any complaint or application, or in the work and duty of
the estate, not having with him or her a written pass from his or her employer, shall be liable
to be apprehended and detained by any person or persons, and shall, on conviction thereof
‘before the special justice of the district, be adjudged a vagabund, and be punished accord-
ingly: provided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or construed to abridge or any
way interfere with the full and free use and enj nt by such apprentices of the time allotted
to them as their-own, under and by virtue o:thisAct.

79. And be it enacted, that if it shall be made to appear, to the satisfaction of any special
justice, that an apprenticed labourers have, without lawful authority, established themselves
in any part of the Colony as a distinct community, habitually abandoning and neglecting to
perform the duties imposed upon them by this Act, such justice shall cause any such com-
munity to be dislodged, and if necessary, shall also cause their habitations to be taken down
and removed or destroyed. ,

80. And be it enacted, that all officers and privates of the Colonial Militia shall be aiding
and carrying into effect any directions which may be issued by the Governor at the instance
of any special justice, for dislodging any such community of apprenticed labourers as
eresaid, or for any other purpose under this Act that may he deemed requisite by the

vernor.
81. And be it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer, being in good health and able to

- work, and being the father of any child under the age of 12 years, upon the estate to which
any such apprenticed labourer is attached, such child not being an apprenticed labourer, and
the father oF such child not making adequate provision for the subsistence of such child, it
shall be lawful for any special justice to adjudge any such apprenticed labourerto labour
during his own time, and to apply the earnings of such labourer towards the support and
maintenance of any such child until such a prenticed labourer shall voluntarily and suffi-
ciently provide for the subsistence of suchchi .

82. And be it enacted, that for effecting the purpose last aforesaid, such special justice as
aforesaid may hire out the extra labour of any such father to any person who may be wil-
ling to agree for the same, or to labour on any public works or on the public roads on the
best terms which can be procured; and that such compulsory labour as aforesaid shall not
be continued longer than may be necessary to provide for the maintenance of the child of
such apprenticed labourer for one month in advance,

83. And be it enacted, that in case any such child so unprovided for as aforesaid, shall
have no father living, then the regulations aforesaid shall apply to the mother of such child
if alive and competent by her labour to provide for the maintenance of such child.

84. And be it enacted, that all the penalties provided by this Act incase of indolence,
neglect of work or otherwise, in respect of labour performed by the apprenticed labourers
in the service of their employers, shall apply to the case of labour undertaken for the main-
tenance of any such child as aforesaid, by virtue of any such order as aforesaid.
278.—II. 85. And

GRENADA.
 

Appendix (B.)
 

Colonial Laws.
No. 47.
 

937



938

GRENADA.

Appendix (B.)

Colonial Laws.
No. 47.
 

404 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

85. And be it enacted, that if an apprenticed labourer shall, without lawful authorityenter.into possession of any land be onging to His Majesty, or to any other person, it shal}be lawful Er and the duty of any special justice to dispossess such labourer from such land
and from any buildings thereon erected, and to cause the same, with all crops growing
thereupon, to be delivered up to the owner of such land; or in case such owner shall notwithin one month after such seizure appear and prefer his claim to such land, then thespecial justice shall order the crops, cattle and other goods seized thereupon to be sold, ande proceeds of such sale to be paid over to the public treasurer of this Island in trust for.
the owner ofsuch lands and goods, and if not claimed within twelve months after thesame,
shall be applied to the public uses cf the Colony.

86. And be it enacted, that the special justice may further adjudge any apprenticed
labourer unlawfully taking possession of such lands, to imprisonment with hard labour for
any time not exceeding three months, if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of
such special justice that such possession was taken fraudulently, and with knowledge that the
partyhad no lawful claim to such possession.

87. And be it enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall quit the Colony without a pass-
port from the Governor for the time ing which passport shall not be granted except with
the written consent of the employer of such apprenticed labourer; and any apprenticed
labourer quitting or attempting to quit the Colony without such passportshall. e liable,
upon conviction thereof before any special justice, to solitary confinement with or without
hard labourfor any term not exceeding one month.

88. And be it enacted, that allapprenticed labourers whose ordinary occupation is on the
sea, shall be registered as such by their employers at the office of the special justice of the
district to which they belong, who shall furnish such apprenticed labourer with a certificate
of such registration.

89. And be enacted, that all persons removing or assisting to remove any apprenticed
labourer from the Colony, in any boat, canoe or vessel without @ passport from the overnor,
shall, upon conviction thereof before any special justice, be liable to a penalty of 1002, and
in default of payment to imprisonment in the common gaol of this Island or any time not
exceeding six months, such fine to be paid to the person or persons entitled to the services
of such apprenticed labourer so removed or intended to be removed.

90. And be it enacted, that no fee of office shall hereafter be received, demanded or pay-
able upon, for or on account, or in respect of the discharge and release of any apprenticed’
labourer; and if any special justice shall hereafter demand, accept or receive any fee of
office for the same respectively, the special justice so offending shall incur and become liable
to the payment of a fine, amounting to not less than 12. nor more than 5/, over and above
the amount of the fee so by him received.

91. And be it enacted, that for the prevention of doubts as to the power of the employer
of apprenticed labourers to discharge and release apprenticed labourers at their pleasure,
it is further enacted, that, subject to the regulations hereinafter made, any person
being the employer of any apprenticed labourer may, by his or her last will, or by deed -
under his orher hand or sent, at his or her pleasure, discharge and release any such ap~
prenticed labourers from his or her apprenticeship, so far as relates to the interest ofevery
such testator or grantor; and that every such discharge shall, as far as relates to the interest
of such testator or grantor, as the case may be, but no further or otherwise, be valid and
effectual in the law for the discharge or release of such apprenticed labourer: provided
nevertheless, that no employer having a partial or temporary interest in any apprenticed
labourer may, to the extent of such interest, effect his or her discharge or release gratuitously,
unless all other persons having a partial, future or reversionary interest in such apprenticed
labourer shall consent to be parties to such discharge or release, or unless auchpartial,
future or reversionary interest shall be purchased in the manner hereinafter provided.

92. And be it enacted, that if anyperson so discharged from any such apprenticeship by
any such voluntary act as aforesaid, shall at that time be of the age of fifty years or
upwards, or shall then be labouring under any disease or mental or bodily infirmity as may
render him or her incapable of earning his or her subsistence, then and in every such case
the person or persons so discharging any such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid, shall con-
tinue and be hable to provide for the support and maintenance of such apprenticed labourer
during the remaining term of such apprenticeship, as fully as ifsuch apprenticed labourer had
not been discharged therefrom.

93, And be it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall be desirous of purchasing the
remaining period of his or her apprenticeship, and his or her employer shall refuse to consent
thereto, it shall and may be lawful for such apprenticed labourer to apply to the special
Justice of the district in which he resides, who, upon such application, shall nominate and
appoint one disinterested and experienced person as an appraiser on the part and behalf of
such apprenticed labourer, and shall give notice to the employer of such application and
appointment, and the employer of such apprenticed labourer shall, within 10 days after re-
ceiving such notice as aforesaid, nominate and appoint one other person as an appraiser on
his own part and behalf; the appraisers thus respectively nominated and appointed shall
make oath before the special justice of the district faithfully to discharge the duties of their
office, and shall, without an unnecessary delay,fairly and impartially estimate the value of
the services of such apprenticed labourer for the remaining period of hisapprenticeship ; and

or
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for this purpose the said special justice shall summon the parties interested to attend the said |
appraisers at any time or place within his district mentioned in such summons; and the said
appraisers having agreed on the sum as the value of the remaining services of such ap-
prenticed labourer, shallgrant a certificate thereof to the party applying for the same, and
which sum being tendered or paid into the hands of the employer by the apprenticed labourer,
or any person on his behalf, shall be taken and considered as afull discharge and release of
such apprenticed labourer from his apprenticeship as aforesaid, and from any future bondage
or service to his said employer.

94. And be it enacted, that if any difference shall arise between the appraisers so nomi-
nated and appointed as aforesaid, as to the value of the services of the apprenticed labourer
so applying for his release from apprenticeship, it shall and may be lawful for the said
appraisers to nominate and appoint an umpire, and such umpire shall make oath before the
special justice faithfully to discharge his duty as umpire, and shall, within 10 days there--
fom, ive his decision in writing, subscribed by his name, to the party applying for the same,
and which decision, when so given, shall be final and conclusive, and the sum mentioned
therein shall be considered the value of the services of the apprenticed labourer for his un-
expired term of apprenticeship, and when paid to his employer shall be a full discharge of
such apprenticed labourer from his apprenticeship as aforesaid.

95. And be it enacted, that it shall be the duty of the special justice to whom any
apprenticed labourer may apply for his discharge and release from apprenticeship, before any
consideration is tendered or paid for such discharge and release, to inquire and ascertain that
the employer of such apprenticed labourer is the person duly authorized by law to grant such
discharge and release as aforesaid.

96. And be it enacted, that when there shall beany disputed title or adverse claim to the
money to arise from the discharge of any apprenticed labourer, by virtue of the proceedings
before mentioned, the same shall be paid into the hands of the public treasurer of the said
Island by the special justice, to be invested in the purchase, in his name, of any public funds
or securities of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the interest accruing
on such money in the public funds so to be purchased as aforesaid, and the dividends pay-
able thereupon, shall be the property of the person or persons who was or were the employer
and beneficially interested in the services of such discharged apprenticed labourer, and shall
be subject and liable to all such and the same trusts, uses, limitations, conditions, mortgages,
claims and demands, of what nature or kind soever, as such apprenticed labourer was held
upon.

97. And be it enacted, that when, with the consent of any two or more special justices,
any person entitled to the services of any predial apprenticed labourer attached to the soil
shall be desirous of transferring or removing his or her services to any other estate or planta-
tion within this Colony, to such person belonging, under the permission mentioned and con-
tained in that behalf in the 9th section of the said Act of the 3d and 4th ofWilliam the Fourth,
it shall be lawful for any two or more special justices, and they are hereby required, to give
the employer or employers of such preedial attached apprenticed labourers their consent in
writing to any such transfer or removal; provided that such transfer or removal will not have
the effect of separating any such preedial attached apprenticed labourer from his or her wife
or husband, parent or child, or from any person orpersons reputed to bear any such relation
to him or her, and that such transfer or removal will not probably be injurious to the
health or welfare of any such predial attached apprenticed labourer ; and such written con-
sent to any suchtransfer or removal shall be expressed in the terms or to the effect following,
that is to say :— , ce

“ Memorandum:—That we (the special justices) two of His Majesty’s justices of the peace,
duly constituted for the special purpose of giving effect to an Act of the Parliament of the.
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the 3d and 4th years of the reign
of His Majesty King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Dominions, and for other purposes therein mentioned, having received notice that A. B., who is
entitled to the services of certain predial apprenticed labourers attached to his estate or
plantation called » within this Colony, and whose names are mentioned or con-~
tained in the schedule hereunder written, or hereunto annexed, is desirous of transferringor
removing such apprenticed labourers and their services to another estate or plantation
called , also to the said A. B. belonging, or in his possession, within: this
Colony ; and we the said justices, having ascertained that such transfer oPremoval will not
have the effect of separating any such predial apprenticed labourer from his or her wife or
husband, parent or child, or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to
him or her, and that such transfer or removal will not probably be injurious tothehealth or
welfare of any such precdial apprenticed labourer so attached as aforesaid, do hereby con-
sent, license and permit that the said A. B. do and may transfer and remove all and every
the preedial apprenticed labourers attached to his said estate or plantation called————_——,
within thisColony, and whose names are mentioned in the schedule hereunto annexed, or
hereunder written, from and off the said estate or plantation called to the planta-
tion or estate called —_—_-—, also to him belonging, or in his possession, within this
Colony, and at and upon such last-mentioned estate or plantation to work the said predial
apprenticed labourers and their labour and services to have and enjoy thereat and thereupon,
as fully, beneficially and amply as if such predial apprenticed labourers were attached to
the said estate or plantation called » for and during all or any part of the.

278,—II. sO estate,
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estate, term or interest of him the said A. B. in or of such preedial apprenticed labourer’s
services and term of apprenticeship. In witness, &c.”” Which said consent shall be exe-
cuted by and under the hands and seals of the said justicesrespectively, and shall be duly
entered in a book by such justices to be for that purpose provided.

98. And whereas it has hitherto been the practice and may hereafter be necessary to
employ tradesmen, artificers and other labourers upon estates not belonging to their em-
loyers, for the purpose of erecting or repairing buildings, machinery or boiling apparatus;

Be it therefore enacted, that nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to prevent
the temporary employment of any tradesman, artificer or other labourer upon estates or lands
not belonging to their employers, for the purposes aforesaid, or any other lawful purpose,
and during the hours of labour hereinbefore described: provided such temporary employ-
ment shall not distu:b any such apprenticed labourer in the possession and enjoyment of his
house and provision grounds upon the estate to which he is attached.

99. And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years
on the said Ist day of August 1834, or that children who after that day may be born to any
female apprenticed labourers may not be properly supported by their parents, and that no
other person may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such children; Be it
enacted, that if any child who on the said Ist day of August 1834 had not completed
his sixth year, or if any child to which any female apprenticed labourer may give birth on or
after the said 1st day of August 1834 shall be brought before a special justice, and if it shall
appear to the satisfaction of such justice that any such child is unprovided with an adequate
maintenance, and that such child has not.completed the age of 12 years, it shall be
lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required on behalf of any such child, to execute
an indenture of apprenticeship, thereby binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the’
person entitled to the services of the mother of such child, or who had been last entitled to
the services of such mother of such child, if such person shall be willing to accept the
same ; but in case it shall be made to appear to any such justice that such person aforesaid
is unwilling, unable or unfit to enter into such indenture and properly to perform the cove-
nants thereof, then it sh&ll be lawful for such justice, and he is herebyrequired, to bind any
such child to any other person to be by him for that purpose approved of, and who may be
willing and able properly to perform such conditions; and the term of such apprenticeshi
of any such child shall by such indenture be limited and made to continue in force until suc
child shall have completed his 21st year, and no longer; and every child so apprenticed
as aforesaid by the order of any such special justice aforesaid, shall during his apprentice-
ship be subject to all such and the same rules and regulationsrespecting the work or
labour to be by them done or performed, and respecting the food and other supplies to be to
him furnished, as any other such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid: proyided always,
that the said indenture of apprenticeship shall contain sufficient words ofobligation upon the
employer to allow reasonable time and opportunity for the education and religious instruc-
tion of such child, and shall berecorded1by the special justice in his office; the form of
which indenture shall be as follows, viz. “ This indenture made the ——_——— day of

, in the year of our Lord one thousand, &c., between J. P., esq., one of His
Majesty’s justices of the peace of and for the district of —--———— in the Island of
Grenada (or Carriacou within the Colony of Grenada), by special commission duly con-
stituted and appointed, and by virtue of the powers in that behalf authorizing and requiring
me, and of all other powers in me vested, on behalf of —-—————,a child of the age
of —----——- years, or thereabout, of the one part, and A. B. of ——-—————, of the other
part: Whereas, the said (child) is the infant child of ————_—_——-, a female predial
apprenticed labourer attached to the plantation or estate called --_, belonging to
or in the possession of the said A. B., and situate, &c., [or, as the case may bel, is the infant
child of —-_-———-—, a female unattached predial apprenticed labourer, [or a female non-
predial apprenticed labourer] in the employ of the said A. B., [or, as the case may be, in the
employ of C. D., of, &c.] : Now this indenture witnesseth, that in consideration of the covenants
hereinafter contained, and on the part and behalfofthe said A. B. and those hereafter to claim
through or under him, to be performed, kept and fulfilled, and by virtue of such powers as afore-
said, the said 8. I.,as such special justice as aforesaid, hath placed and bounden, and by these
presents doth place and bind the said ——---—, the infant child ofthe said , unto
and with the said A. B., his heirs, executors and assigns, as a preedial apprenticed labourer,
and to be attached to the said plantation or estate called, &c., belonging to the said A. B. as
hereinbefore mentioned [or as an unattached preedial apprenticed labourer, or as a non-predial
apprenticed labourer], and as such well and truly andfaithful to serve and obey the said A.B.
and those hereafter to claim through or under him, and diligently attend to the business
of him the said A. B. and those hereafter to claim through or under him, according to the
full force, true intent and meaning of a certain statute passed in and by the Parliament of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in the 8d and 4th years of the reign of
His Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery through-
out the British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for com-
pensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves,’ and according to the
ull force and effect, true intent and meaning of and subject to the several rules and regu-

lations respectively mentioned and contained in an ‘Act of the Legislature of this Colony,
intituled, ‘ An Act,’ [here set out the title of this Act] and bearing date, &c.; and it is
hereby expressly declared by the said S. I., as such special justice as aforesaid, that the term

  

- of the said apprenticeship of the said-——--———, the child of the said ——_—_--_-, is

 

—, which willto be and continue from henceforth until the ———-——- day of he
c
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be in the year one thousand-—_———- &c., when the said —----__will attain his age of -

21 years and no longer: provided, nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend

or be construed to extend to prevent the said A. B., or those hereafter to claim through or

under him,from voluntarily discharging the said ———--———— from his said apprenticeship

at any time before the expiration of the said term, in manner and form hereinbefore limited

for the said apprenticeship, nor to prevent the said —---———, or any person on his

behalf, from purchasing his discharge from the said apprenticeship, according to the said

statute of the 3d and 4th ofWilliam the Fourth, and the said Act of the day of ——

in the case of other apprenticed labourers : and in consideration of such apprenticeship, and

all benefit and advantage incident thereto, and of all and all manner of interest, profit or

advantage, claim and demand, to be had, gotten or derived therefrom, and of the services,

obedience and duty of the said , he, the said A. B., doth hereby for himself,

his heirs, executors and administrators, covenant, promise and agree, with and to the said

S. I., as such special justice as aforesaid, and his successors in office for the time being, in

manner followmg ; that is to say, that he, the said A. B., his heirs, executors, administrators

and assigns, or those hereafter to claimthrough or under him, shall and will during the con-

tinuance of the said apprenticeship of the sai well and truly and punctually

find, provide and supply, at the costs and charges of him the said A. B., and of those here-

after to claim through or under him, to and for the said---———- as such

apprenticed labourer, such amount, quantity and quality of food, clothing, lodging, medi-

eines, medical attendance and such other maintenance and allowances as are in and by the

said Act of the —-——— day of-—_-— expressly required and expressed: And also

shall and will afford, grant and allow reasonable and sufficient time, and every fit and

adequate opportunity for the moral and religious instruction and education of the said
during the continuance of his said apprenticeship term.

“In Witness, &c.”

100. And be it enacted, that upon and along with every gift, demise, lease, grant, bargain,

sale, contract, deed, conveyance or will, whereby any plantation or estate shall pass and be

transferred or made over from any person or persons entitled to the same, unto any other

person or persons, and to which said Plantation or estate any predial apprenticed labourers

shall or may be at that time attached, all and every the apprenticeship of such predial

apprenticed labourers respectively attached thereto, ‘and also all and all manner of interest,

profit or advantage, claim and demand whatsoever, and the services and duty of such

preedial apprenticed labourers respectively so attached thereto, shall, unless otherwise in and

y any such demise, lease, grant, bargain, sale, contract, deed, conveyance or will expressed

or reserved, and also either with or without any words to be for that purpose therein

contained, but by force and virtue of this present Act, pass and be transferred or made over

as herein aforesaid, for and during all the then residue and remainder of the apprentice-

ship of such predial apprenticed labourers so respectively attached to such plantation or

estate.

  

   

101. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be:lawful for any person for the time being

entitled to the services of any attached or unattached predial apprenticed labourers or

non-predial apprenticed labourers, to pass or transfer any apprenticeship, and all benefit

and advantage incident to any apprenticeship of such apprenticed labourer, and all and all man-

ner of interest, profit,advantage, claim and demand whatsoever, and the services and duty which

he may have of, in and to such apprenticed labourers, by last will and testament in writing,

to be executed and delivered by the testator in the presence of and attested by two or

more credible witnesses, and duly proved and registered or recorded as other wills ; or by
a deed or instrument in writing, in the form or to the effect following; that is to say,

“To all to whom these presents shall come, A.B. [the grantor] of, &c., and C. D. [the

grantee] of, &c., send greeting: It is hereby mutually agreed and declared between and by

the said A. B. and the said C. D., as follows; that is to say, that in consideration of [state

the consideration] the said A. B. being the employer, and as such entitled to the services
of the.several apprenticed labourers named in the schedule hereunder written or hereunto
annexed, hath granted, released, assigned and set over, and by these presents doth grant,

release, assign and set over unto the said C. D., his heirs, executors, administrators and

assigns [or unto the said C. D., his executors, administrators andassigns, as the case may

require] all the apprenticeship of the several and respective apprenticed labourers named in

the schedule hereunder written or hereunto annexed, and all benefit and advantage incident

thereto, and all and all manner of interest, profit and advantage, claim and demand what-
soever of him, the said A. B., and his heirs [or of him, the said A. B., his executors or

administrators, as the case may require] of in or to the same apprenticeship of the said

apprenticed labourers respectively; and the services and duty of them, the said apprenticed

labourers, respectively, during the residue and remainder [or for and during the space of

—-—-—-—. now next ensuing of the residue and remainder] which is yet to come, and
unexpired of their respective apprenticeship, to have and to hold the sameapprenticeship
of the said several and respective apprenticed labourers and other the premises herein-
before mentioned, unto the said C. D., his heirs and assigns [or unto the said C. D., his

executors, administrators and assigns] from henceforth, for and during all the residue and

remainder [or, as the case may be and require] for and during the space of
now next ensuing, of the residue and remainder which is, yet to come and unexpired of their

respective apprenticeship, [if the transfer be by way of hiring out, add as follows] subject

to the payment bv the said C. D., his heirs or assigns, or his executors, administrators or

278.—IT,. assigns,
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assigns, unto the said A. B., his heirs or assigns, or his executors, administrators or assigns,
of the sum of —-__——+.,, of current money of this Colony, for each and every year,
or month, half year, &c., of the said apprenticeship of the said apprenticed labourers, [add
any covenants that may be requisite.} In witness, &c.” Andwhich said deed shall be
executed by the respective parties thereto, in the presence of and attested by one or more
credible witness or witnesses, and dulyproved upon the oath of any one witness before
any special justice, and recorded in his office: provided that no such apprenticed labourer
shall by virtue of any will or testament, conveyance or contract, be subject or liable to be
separated from his or her wife or husband, parent or child, or from any person or persons
reputed to bear any such relation to him or her

102. And be it enacted, that whenever any person seised or possessed of, or entitled to
any plantation or estate to which any predial apprenticed labourers may be attached, shall
die intestate, as to any such plantation or estate, and as to the apprenticeship and services
of the said preedial apprenticed labourers attached thereto, then the person or persons who
shall succeed.to or become seised or possessed of or entitled to such plantation or estate,
shall also thereupon become and be entitled to the services of the predial apprenticed
labourers attached thereto, and that whenever any person entitled to the services ofany
predial apprenticed labourers not attached to any plantation or estate, and whenever any
person entitled to the services of any non-presdial apprenticed labourers shall die intestate,
astothe services of such predial apprenticed labourers not attached, and as to the services
of such non-predial apprenticed labourers, then, and in each of such two last-mentioned
cases, the person or persons who shall happen to be heir or heirs-at-law of the person so
dying intestate, shall by descent succeed and become entitled to the services of all such
predial apprenticed labourers not attached, and non-predial apprenticed labourers.

103. And be it enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall, during the term or continu-
ance of his apprenticeship, be competent or compelled, except in cases of emergency herein-
alter mentioned, to serve in the militia forces of this Colony, or to hold any office, civil or
military, in this Colony: provided, however, that in all cases of invasion, rebellion or any
ublic danger, it shall be lawful for such apprenticed labourers as may be approved by the
vernor, to take up arms and to serve in the militia aforesaid, or in their assistance, during

the time of any such invasion, rebellion or public danger; and provided further, that nothing
herein contained shall extend or to be construed to extend to prevent any apprenticed
labourers from holding any office in any corporation or body politic, or in any church or
ecclesiastical society, nor to prevent any predial apprenticed labourer from olding and
exercising upon the estate to which he may be attached, or in cases of emergency, upon any
other estate within the same district, the office and duties of constable or liceman, at ail
times when nominated by his employer, and duly sanctioned and confirmed by the Supreme
Court of Judicature.

104. And be it enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of any appren-
ticed labourer he shallnotbe liable to imprisonment, but shall be exempt from being impri-
soned, arrested or held to bail, for any contract, or debt by him incurred or made.

105. And be it enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any person or persons entitled to the
services of any apprenticed labourers, to compel or oblige such apprenticed labourers to
work or labour upon Sundays, except in works of necessity, or in Jomestic services, or in
the watching and protection of property, or in tending of cattle or stock, nor shall any other
apprenticed labourers be hindered or prevented from attending any where on Sundays for
religious worship at their respective free-will and pleasure.

106. And be it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall, during the continuance of
his apprenticeship, wilfully absent himself from the service of his employer, and be thereof
convicted before the special justice, suchapprenticed labourer shall, at any time after the
period of his apprenticeship, be compelled to serve his employer for so long a time as his
employer shall have been so deprived of his services, unless he shall make satisfaction to his
employer for the loss he shall have sustained by such deprivation of his services, and so from
time to time as often as any such japprenticed labourer shall be so convicted of wilfully ab-
senting himself, whereby his employer shall be deprived of his services before his term of
apprenticeship shall be expired; and in case any such apprenticed labourer shall refuse to
serve as hereby required, or to make such satisfaction to his employer, such employer may
complain to the special justice of the district wherein he shall then reside, who shall issue a
warrant, under his hand and seal, for apprehending any such apprenticed labourer; and such
justice, upon hearing the complaint,shail determine what satisfaction shall be made to such
employer by such apprenticed labourer, and in case such apprenticed labourer shall not give
security to make such satisfaction according to such determination, it shall be lawful for such
justice to commit such apprenticed labourer to the common gaol of the Island, forany
term, not exceeding twelve months, with hard labour, or, until he shall make satisfaction
as aforesaid.

107. And be it enacted, that nothing in this Act contained doth or shall extend to exempt
any apprenticed labourer from, but that every apprenticed labourer shall be subject to the
operation of any law or police regulation, which is or shall be in force in this Colony,forthe
prevention or punishment of any offence, such law or police regulation being in force against
and applicable to all other persons of free condition.

108, And be it enacted, that for the purposes of this present Act, the word employer
shall be decmed to comprehend, and be a sufficient legal description of the person ha

. he
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the chiefsuperintendence for the time being of the labour of any apprenticed labourers,
rresaid, shall be thewhether such person having the superintendence for the time being as a

master, agent, attorney, manager, overseer or director of such apprenticed labourers.

109. And be it enacted, that nothingin this Act contained shall be construed to abridge
the labour hitherto performed by mariners, tradesmen, domestics, and other non-preedial
apprenticed labourers.

110. And be it enacted, that wherever words are used in this Act importing the singular.
number, or the masculine gender only, it shall be understood to include several matters as
well as one matter, and several persons as well as one person, and females as well as males,
unless it be otherwise specially provided, or there be something in the subject or context
repugnant to such construction.

111. And be it enacted, that within the meaning, and for the purposes of this Act, every
rson who for the time being shall be in the lawful administration of the government. of

this Colony shall be taken to be the Governor thereof.

112. And be it enacted, that within the meaning, and for the purposes of this Act, all
islands and territories dependent upon this Island of Grenada, and within any part of the
Government thereof, shall respectively be taken to be parts of this Colony.

113. And be it enacted, that if any person or persons whosoever shall wilfully swear
falsely, touching any of the matters or things required by this Act, every such person or
persons shall and may be prosecuted by indictment in the Supreme Court of Judicature of
this Colony, and upon conviction, shall be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and
shall suffer all the pains and penalties directed by any laws in force in the Colony, to be in-
flicted upon persons found guilty or convicted of the crime of wilful and corrupt perjury.

114. And be it enacted, that in default of payment of anyfineimposed upon any employer
by this Act, the same shall be recovered and levied on the goods and chattels of the defaulter
by warrant of distress, under the hand and seal of the special justice of the district in
which such fine may be incurred, and when not otherwise directed, shall be paid into the
public treasury for the use of the Colony.

115.. And be it enacted, that in all Act or Acts now in force in this Colony, wherein the
services of persons hitherto denominated slaves are rendered available to public uses, such
services shall, and the same are hereby declared to apply to, and shall and may be required
to be performed by such persons when they shall have become apprenticed labourers.

116. And be it enacted, that a certain statute made in the 52d year of his late Majesty King
George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to repeal certain Acts, and amend other Acts, relating

_toreligious Worship andAssemblies,and Persons teaching or preaching therein,” shall be and
is hereby declared to be in force in this Island: provided, nevertheless, that any two or more
special justices shall have, exercise and enjoy all and every the jurisdiction, powers and
authorities whatsoever, which by force and virtue of the said Act are within the realm of
England, had exercised and enjoyed by the several justices of the peace, and by the general
and quarter sessions therein mentioned.

117. And be it enacted, that this Act may be altered or varied, amended or explained by
any other Act or Acts to be passed this session.
 

Scuevute (A.)
Grenada, } To all constables, policemen of the district of which I the undersigned have
To wit. J special jurisdiction, and to other officers ofthe peace for the Island of Grenada,

whom these presents may concern.
Forasmuch as A. B. of in the said Island of Grenada, hath this daymade

information and complaint upon oath before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty’s justices
of the peace, appointed by special commission in the premises, that C. D., late of

did [here state concisely the substance of the offence charged upon the party]. These
are therefore to command you in His Majesty’s name forthwith to apprehend and bring
before me the body of the said C. D., to answer unto the said complaint, and to be further
dealt with according lo law. Herein fail you not. Given under my hand and seal this
— day of in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and

S. J., Special Justice.
 

Scuepuxe (B.)
Grenada, }Te all constables, policemen of the district of which I the undersigned have
To wit. special jurisdiction, and to other officers of the peace for the Island of Grenada,

whom these presents may concern.
Forasmuch as A. B. of in the said Island of Grenada, hath this da

made information and complaint upon oath before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty’s
Justices of the peace, appointed by special commission in the premises, that C. D., late of

- did {here state concisely the substance of the offence charged upon the
party}. ne are therefore to command you in His Majesty’s name forthwith to summon
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the said C. D. to appear before me at in the said districtand i
the day of next, [or instant]at the‘hourof island, on
in the noon of the same day, to answer unto the said complaint; and further tod
receive what to lawdoth appertain. And be you then and there to certifywhat ou shall
have donein executionhereof. ,Herein fail you not. Given under my handand seal the

ay 0} in th fcight hundred and y e year of our Lord one thousand

S.J., Special Justice,
 

Scuxputs (C.)

Grenada, | To all constables, policemen of the district of which I the undersigned have
_ To wit. special jurisdiction, and to other officers of the peace for the Island of

renada, whom these presents may concern.
Whereas information hath been made before me, S. J., esquire, oneof His Majesty's justices

of the peace, appointed by special commission in the premises, that [here state the charge or
offence] and that G. H. of » 18 ® material or necessary witness to be examined
concerning the same. These are therefore to require you to summon the said G. H, to
appear before me, at , in the said Island, on the "day of
at the hour of o'clock in the noon of the same day, to testify the truth
according to the best of his knowledge, concerning the premises, and be you then th
to certify what you shall have done in theexecution hereof. erein fail ou noe,Givenunde:
my hand and ceal this day of - , one thousand eight hundred and

S. J., Special Justice.
 

Scueputs (D.)

Grenada,|To G. H., a constable, and to the keeper of the public cage [or gaol] at
To wit. or his deputy.

. Whereas C. D., of, &c., is now brought before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty's
justices of the peace, appointed by special commission in the premises, and charged upon
the oath of A. B., [state the charge] against the peace of our Lord the King, and against
the form of the statutein such case made and provided. These are thereforein His Majesty’s
name to command you, the said constable, to convey the said C. D. to the said keeper; and
you, the said keeper, are hereby required to receive and safely keep him, the said C. D., in
our saidcageor gaol] until a the day of next, when you are
ereby required to bring him, the said C. D., againbefore me to be re-examined and further

dealt with according to law; and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. Given
under my hand and seal this day of - one thousand eight hundred
and

S. J., Special Justice.
 

Scuepuie(E.)

Grenada, | C. D., of, &c. acknowledges himself to be indebted to our Sovereign Lord the
' Towit. J. King, in the sum of ; unds; and E. F., of, &c., acknowledges him-
self to be indebted to our Sovereign Lord the King in the sum of pounds, upon
condition that the said C. D. do personally appear before me, S. J., esquire, one of His
Majesty’s justices of thePeace, appointed by special commission in the premises, on

the ay of next, at = , then and there to be re-
examined, and further dealt with upon a charge now before me, upon the oath of A. B., of,
&c., [state the charge] against the peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, and against the
form of the statute in such case made and provided; and upon condition that he, the said
C. D., do not-depart without my leave, then this recognizance to be void, or else to remain
in full force. Taken and acknowledged the day of » In the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

- S. J., Special Justice.
 

Scurputz (F.)

Grenada, | BE it remembered, That on the day of in the year
To wit. of our Lord one thousand, &c., at » in the Island of Grenada,

before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, duly constituted and ap-
inted by special commission in the premises, C. D., of, &c., was duly convicted for that,

{here state the offence] against the peace of our Lord the King, and against the form of

the statute in such case made and provided; and I do declare and adjudge, that he, the

said C. D., [if the defendant be the employer, say] hath forfeited for his said offence the

sum of » to bedistributed as the law directs; {or if the defendant be the
apprenticed labourer, say] that the said C.D., for his said offence, is a deserter [avagabond,

as the case may be] and that he the said C. D. be therefore committed to the cage [or
gaol] of , there to be kept to hard labour for the space of ;
for, that the said C. D., for his said offence, do serve the said A, B. 15 extra hours] or
otherwise, according to the nature of the offence. .

S. J., Special Justice.
 

Scuepure (G.) |
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ScuEputz (G.)

Grenada, |BE it remembered, That on the day of , in the year of
To wit. of our Lord one thousand, &c., at , in the Island ofGrenada,

before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, duly constituted and
appointed by special commission, in the premises, C. D., of, &c., was duly convicted for
that, [here state the offence] against the peace of our Lord the King, and against the form
of the statute in such case made and provided ; and I do declare and adjudge that the said

A. B. is not guilty of the offence aforesaid, in manner and form as the said C. D. for him-

self above hath alleged; whereupon it is considered by me, the said special justice here, that

the said A. B., of the offence aforesaid, be discharged, and go thereof without day 3

and I do declare and adjudge that the said C.D. did not adduce sufficient proof in support

of his said complaint, or that the said C. D. is guilty of having preferred a frivolous, or
vexatious, or malicious, &c., complaint against him, the said A. BF in manner and form as

is above alleged; and I do further declare and adjudge, that for having preferred against
the said A. B. such frivolous, or vexatious or malicious complaint, [as may be] the said

C. D. do work in his employer’s service for the space of days, (or if the employer]
the said C. D. is fined in the sum of to the use of the said A. B.

S. J., Special Justice.
 

Scnepute (H.)

Tux same as last precedent, merely leaving out in the adjudication the words “ frivolous or
vexatious.”
 

Scugpute (I1.)
Grenada, |To G. H., constable, and to the Keeper of His Majesty’s gaol in and for the
To wit. Island of Grenada.
Whereas C. D:, of, &c., is now brought before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty’s

justices of the peace, duly constituted and appointed by special commission in the premises,
and charged on the oath of A. B., of, &c., for that [here state the offence.] These are there-

fore, in His Majesty’s name, to command you, the said constable, to convey the said C. D.
to the said keeper, and you the said keeper are hereby required to receive and safely keep
the said C. D. in your gaol, until he shall be thence discharged by due course of law; and
for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. Given under my hand and seal this

day of , in the year of our Lord one thousand, &c.
S. J., Special Justice.

 

Scaxpute (K.)

Grenada, }Te any of the Constables of the district over which I, theundersigned special
To wit. f justice of the peace have judicial cognizance, under the Actin such case made

and provided. °
Whereas C. D., of, &c., was, on the day of . now last past, duly

convicted before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, duly constituted
and appointed by special commission in the premises, [state conviction] contrary to the form
of the statute in such case made and provided, and I then and there declared and adjudged,
that [state the adjudication]: And whereas the said sum of still remains wholly

unpaid ; these are therefore to commandyou to levy the said sum of by distress of

the goods and chattels of the eaid C. D., and if within six days next after such distress the

same shall not be redeemed by payment of the said sum, together with the reasonable
charges of taking the said distress, then that you sell the goods by you distrained, and that

out of the money which shall be paid to you, or which shall arise by such sale, you py the

said sum of to the said A. B., returning the overplus, if any, to the said C. D.

upon demand, the reasonable charges oftaking, keeping and selling the said distress being
first deducted; and that you certify unto me what you shall do by virtue of this warrant.

 

Given under my hand and seal the day of , one thousand, &c.

S. J., Special Justice.

Scuxpuxe (L.)

Grenada, 1 To all Constables of the district over which the undersigned hath special cog~

To wit. nizance, in the premises under the Act in such case made and provided.

These are in His Majesty’s name to command you andevery of you, upon sight hereof, to

take and bring before me the body of T. W., ofwhom you shall have notice, to answer all such

matters and things as on His Majesty’s behalf are on oath objected against him by A. B.,

for that he being a material witness to prove a certain misdemeanor, [or as the case may be]

lately committed, and having been. duly summoned to give evidence touching the same,

hath neglected to appear in pursuance of the said summons, against the peace of ourLord

the King, and against the form of the Act in such case made and provided; hereof fail you

not at your peril. Given under my hand and seal, this day of one

thousand eight hundred and . .
8. J., Special Justice.

 

278.—II. . Scnepute (M.)

' GRENADA.

Appendix (B.)
 

Colunial Laws.
No. 47.

945



946

412 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

GRENADA. Scuepure (M.)
A indix B Grenada, | To A. B., constable, and to the keeper of the public gaol in and for the Island
ppendix (B.) To wit. J of Grenada, or his deputy, or to the keeper of the cage in and for the parish

: of .
Colonialawee These are to command you, the said constable, to take and convey T. W. to the said
——_—— keeper ; and you, the said keeper, are hereby required to receive into your custody thebody

of the said T. W. herewith sent you, brought before me, S. J., esquire, one of His Majesty’s
justices of the peace, duly constituted and appointed by special commission in thepremises,
for that he hath absolutely and wilfully refused, and still doth so refuse, to give evidence
and be examined touching a certain complaint made upon oath before me by ©. D. against
E. F., or to give sufficient reason for his refusal, in wilful and open violation and delay of
justice; the said T. W. therefore safely keep in your said custody until he shall submit to be
examined touching the said misdemeanor, or until he shall be discharged by due course of
law, and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. Given under my hand and seal

i ‘day of one thousand, &c.

 

8. J., Special Justice.

 

Scuepusz (N.)
Grenada, } To any of the Constables of the district over which I the undersigned special
To wit. J justice of the peace have judicial cognizance, under the Act in such case

made and provided. ;
Whereas [recite the contract and recite the foregoing award] And whereas the said C, D.

did not within the space of one week from the time of his being served with the said
award, pay or causetobe paid unto the said A. B. the said sum of and the same
et remams unpaid: These are therefore to comrmand you to levy the said sum of

by distress of the goods and chattels of the said C. Z, and if within six days next after
such distress the same shall not be redeemed by payment of the said sum, together with
the reasoneble charges of taking the said distress, then that you sell the goods by you
distrained,and that out of the money which shall be paid to you, or which shall ariseby
such ‘gale, you pay the said sum of to the said A. B., returning the overplus,
any, to the said C. D. upon demand, the reasonable charges of taking, keeping and selling

' the said distress being first deducted; and that you certify unto me what you shall do by
wirtue of this warrant. Given under my hand and seal the day of
one thousand, &c.

S. J., Special Justice.

 

No. 48. Grenada.

‘AN ACT to alter and amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act for carrying into effect the provi-
sions ofan Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the
3d and 4th years of the reign of His present Majesty King William the Fourth, for the
Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies,” and to make furtherprovision
for the purposes in the said Act mentioned.—(Passed Ist August 1834.)

“Grenaile to: Wuerxas it is necessary to alter and amend the Act passed on the 7th day of March last,dived int tire greed fOr carrying into effect the provisions ofthe Act ofthe Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and
wesix, Ireland, passed in the 3d and 4th years of the reign of Hispresent Majesty, fortheAbolition

subdivided’ into three Of Slavery, and to make further provision for the purposes in the said Act mentioned ; Beit
judicial districts, therefore enacted by his Excellency the Governor, the Council and Assembly of these

Islands, andit is hereby enacted, by the authorityof the same, That the Island ofGrenada
-and its dependencies be divided into three grand divisions or districts, instead of six districts
as in the said Act is provided, and that-each of the said grand divisions or districts be sub-
divided into three judicial districts, in manner hereinafter mentioned.

Boundariesof grand di. 2. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the boundaries of the said grand
visions tobe affixedby divisions or districts, and of the said judicial districts shall be fixed and appointed by the
hice from. tine feredby Governor in Council, and shall and may be varied and altered by the said Governor in Coun-
as maybeexpedient. cil, from time ‘to time as may be found expedient.

Lawfol for Governor to _ 3. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be lawful for the Governor, in
appoint special justices the name and onthe behalf of His Majesty, to issue under the publicseal of this Colony, one or
appointedbyAtaf Pose more specialcommission or commissions to any person or persons constituting him or them a
lament, Justice or justices of the peace for any of the said judicial districts, with thesame powers and

authorities as shall be contained in the commissions to be from time to time issued, under
and by virtue of the 14th clause of the said recited Act of the Imperial Parliament, to the
persons nominated by His Majesty to be justices for carrying into execution the laws for the
abolition of slavery.

One stipendiary magis- 4.And be it enacted, that a stipendiary justice shall preside over each of the said grand
ba fo presideovereach divisions, and that in each judicial district there shall be three or more special Justicesor more special justices COMmussioned as aforesaid, and that within each grand division there shall be established a
anpointedtoeach judicial police,
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police, consisting ofone stipendiary justice, and nine or more special justices, and one serjeant,
three corporals and eighteen privates, to be at the disposal of the justices of the said divi-
sion, and to act under such rules and regulations as may from time to time be made by the
special justices at their petty sessions hereinafter mentioned: provided always, that nothing
herein contained shall prevent the said justices at their petty sessions from appointing one or
more privates of police for the purposes of this Act, from amongst the apprenticed labourers
upon any plantation within their division, by and with the consent of the employer of such
apprentices, over and above the number of privates attached to each police establishment,
with the same powers and authorities as such privates of police. ‘

5. And be it enacted, that on the Saturday in every week, or oftener, if necessary, there
shall be held a petty sessions within each of the said grand divisions or districts, consisting
of the stipendiary justice for such division, and two or more of the special justices within the
same, for the purpose of hearing and determining all cases which may be brought before
them ; at which petty sessions the stipendiary justice, if not prevented by sickness or other
unavoidable cause, shall preside.

6. And be it enacted, that wheresoever the words special justice of each district, or special
justice ofany district, occur in the said recited Act ofthese Islands, the same shall be deemed
to import and mean any stipendiary or special justice, who shall be appointed to carry the
rovisions of the said Act into execution; and wheresoever the word district occurs by itself

in the said recited Act of these Islands, the same shall be deemed to import each grand
division so to be fixed and appointed as aforesaid, and that the powers, duties and authori-
ties, in and by the said Act of these Islands, vested in and imposed on the special justice of
each or any district in the same Act mentioned, shall be and the same are hereby vested in
and declared obligatory on all.and every the special justices and justice so to be appointed as
aforesaid.

7. Andbe it enacted, that all and every the powers, authorities and duties in and by’ the
said recited Act of these Islands, vested in or imposed on any one special justice may be per-
formed and executed by any two or more of such.special justices,

8. And be it enacted, thatthe first clause of the said recited Act of these Islands shall be
and the same is hereby repealed.

9. And be it enacted, that within the meaning and for the purposes of.this Act, every
person who for the time being shall be :in the lawful administration of the government of
this Colony shall-be taken to be the Governor thereof.

 

—NoO. 49.—

Grenada.

AN ACT to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act forcarrying into effect the provisions of an
Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain ang Ireland, passed in the 3d and 4th
years of the reign of His present Majesty King William the Fourth, for the Abolition
of Slavery throughout the British Colonies,” and to make further provision for the pur-
poses in the said Act mentioned.—_({Passed 29th December 1834.)

Wuergas it is necessary to amend the Act passed on the 11th day ofMarchlast, intituled,
““ An Act for carrying into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of
Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the 3d and 4th years of the reign of His present
Majesty ‘King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colo-
nies,” and:to make further provision for the purposes in the said Act: mentiened ; Be it there-
foreenacted by-his Excellency the Lieutenaut-Governor,the Council and Assembly of these
Islands, and it is hereby-enacted ‘by authority of the same, That the 47th, 48th, 64th, 65th,
66th, 70th, 78th and 98th clauses of an Act passed upon the 11th day of March last, inti-
tuled,“:AnAct‘for carrying into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament
of ‘Great ‘Britain and Ireland, passed in the 3d and 4th years of the reign of His present
Majesty’ King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Colonies,” shall be and the same‘are hereby declared to be all and severally repealed.

2. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every employer of apprenticed
labourers attachedtoor worked upon any plantation or estate, or his attorney, agent or re-
presentative, shall allow to-each and every such apprenticed labourer a sufficient portion of
and adapted to the.growth of provisions for his support and maintenance; and between the
1st day ofJanuary and the 31st day of December in each and every year, shall allow to each
and every such apprenticed labourer 26 full working days over and above ‘the time allotted
‘by the 51st-clause ofthe said Act passed upon the 11th day of March last, for the purpose of:
cultivating the same, at the discretion of the employer of such apprenticed labourer, or his
agent or representative, and as to him may be deemed most advantageous and beneficial to
such apprenticed labourers ; provided that in all cases where it shall be found inconvenient
for such employer of apprenticed labourers, to allow such portion of land for the purpose
aforesaid, he shall, by some other ways and means, make ample provision for such appren-
ticed labourers in lieu thereof; and that every employer of such apprenticed labourers shall
provide fr and allow to every family, consisting of four or more apprenticed labourers, a good
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district. In esch grand
division to be establixhed,
a police force of one sti-
pendiary justice, nine or
more special justices,
one serjeant, three cor-
porals, and eighteen pri-
vatea, to act under jus-
tices of district.

Petty sessions to be held
in each grand division at
least once every week, to
hear and determine cases,
to consist of one stipen-
diary magistrate and two
special justices, and at
which stipendiary magis-
trate to preside. :

Import and application of
certain words defined.

Powers vested in one
special justice may be
performed by any two
or moreofthem.

First clause of before re-
cited Act repealed.

Person in administration
ofgovernment of Colony
for time being considered
Governor thereof.
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and comfortable house, with one or more cabannes or beds, raised at least one foot from
the ground, and shall provide and give to each and every such apprenticed labourera suffi-
cient allowance weekly of salt and salt fish,or of such other food as their ages and state of
health may require, and shall provide and give to each and every such apprenticed labourer
sufficient clothing and blankets, suitable to their respective sexes, ages and conditions ; and
that every employer of apprenticed labourers not attached to nor worked upon any planta-
tion or estate, shall provide for and furnish such apprenticed labourers with comfortable
lodgings, sufficient food and decent clothing ; and if any employer of apprenticed labourers
shall neglect or refuse to comply with the provisions hereinbefore specified, every person so
offending shall, on conviction before any stipendiary or special Justice, forfeit and pay the
sum of 10/. for every neglect or refusal: provided also, that every apprenticed labourer as
aforesaid, shall be allowed Christmas and New Year’s days as holidays.

3. And be it enacted,that on complaint from any apprenticed labourer or labourers,orupon
the information or complaint ofany other person orpersons, or the fact coming to the know-
ledge of any stipendiary or special justice in any other manner, that the provisions herein-
before contained for the maintenance and support of such apprenticed labourer or labourers,
according to the true intent and meaning of this Act, have not been complied with, it shall
and may be lawful to and for such stipendiary or special justice, and he is hereby required to
proceed to the plantation, estate or place whereon such apprenticed labourer or labourers is
or are resiedent or attached, or to cause and command such apprenticed labourer or labourers,
or such other person or persons as such stipendiary or special justice may-deem necessary
to be examined in the premises, to appear before him, and such stipendiary or special justice
shall and may inquire into such complaint, and if necessary, shall and may inspect the
grounds, clothing and lodging of such apprenticed labourer or labourers, and shall and
may examine into theirgeneral treatment, and for the more effectual discovery of the truth,
it shall and may be lawful for such stipendiary or special justice on such inquiry to admi-
nister to such person or persons the following oath, viz.:: Lo ,

“ 1, A. B,. will true answer make to all such questions as shall be put to me touching the
clothing, feeding, maintenance and general treatment of the apprenticed labourers,
upon or belonging to the estate of or to
So help me God.”

And if any person shall refuse to be sworn, or when sworn, shall refuse to answer such
questions as shall be put to him relative tosuch complaint or inquiry, he shall forfeit the sum
or 50/.; and if it shall appear on such complaint or inguiry to the said stipendiary or special
justice, that any offence hath been committed against the provisions hereinbefore contained
for the maintenance and support of such apprenticed labourers, then and in such case he is
hereby authorized and strictly required to attord redress to such apprenticed labourer or labour- -
ers without delay, in manner and to the extent hereinafter specified; that is to say, to each
apprenticed labourer attached to and worked upon any plantation or estate, one quarter of an
vacre ofland, or a weekly allowance in money of4s. 6 d. currency,in lieu thereof, a weekly allow-
ance of one quarter of a pint of salt, and two pounds of salt fish, or such other provisions as
may be equivalent thereto, an annual allowance of clothing as follows: one pennistone or
cloth jacket, and three yards of cloth orponnistone, or six yards of cloth or pennistone,
eight yards of osnaburghs or other linenof equal strength or value, one hat, with needles
and thread, anda triennial allowance of one blanket; and to each apprenticed labourer not
attached to, nor worked upon any plantation or estate, a weekly allowance in money, or
provisions equivalent thereto, to the value of 6s. currency, and an annual allowance of two
suits of clothing; and such stipendiary or special justice is hereby authorized and empowered
to issue an order under his hand, requiring such employer of apprenticed labourers to pro-
vide, furnish and give the allowances hereinbefore immediately specified, or so.much and
such parts thereof as to the said stipendiary or special justice in his discretion may seem
meet; and such employer, for every neglect or refusal to comply with and obey such order,
shall forfeit and pay the sum of 100/. current money of the said Island.

4. And be it enacted, that in case the portion of land allotted to any apprenticed labourer
by his employer shall be situated at a distance exceeding three miles beyond the dwelling of
such apprenticed labourer, and such apprenticed labourer shall complain of the hardship or
inconvenience thereof to any stipendiary or special justice, he shall thereupon make such
order as shall be just, so that ¢ sufficient quantity of land at a reasonable distance, orample
provision m lieu thereof, be allowed to such apprenticed labourer.

5. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for any employer ofany apprenticed labourer
to substitute money for the allowances of food hereinbefore provided, or any part thereof, at
the marketable value of such allowances of food at the time of such substitution.

6. And be it enacted, that it shall he lawful for any stipendiary or special justice to call
for andinspect the hospital book, required to be kept by the 53d clause of the said Act
passed on the 11th day ofMarch last, at any time he may think fit, and if any person, who
ought to produce such hospital book, shall neglect, omit or refuse to do so when required, he
shall incur a penalty of 5 L for every such neglect, omission or refusal.

7. And be it enacted, that it shall not be lawful to detain in any hospital any apprenticed
labourer who may haye obtained from the medical attendant permission to depurt there-
from.

8. And
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8. And be it enacted, that the words “ legal and lawful” mentioned and contained in the
55th clause of the said Act passed on the 11th day of March last, shall be read and consi-
dered as the word “ reasonable,” which is hereby substituted in lieu thereof.

9. And be it enacted, that so much of the 58th clause of the said Act passed on the 11th
day of March last, as imposes any penalty or punishment upon any apprenticed labourer for
endangering, or injuring, or exposing to damage or injury any property not belonging to
his employer, or for neglecting or ill-using any cattle or other live stock not belonging to his
employer, shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

10. And be it enacted, that nothing in the said Act passed on the 11th day of March last,
shall prevent or be construed to prevent any apprenticed labourer from preferring or resorting
to prefer any complaint to the Governor, respecting any gtievance, matter or thing not cog-
nizable by any stipendiary or special justice, or from complaining or resorting to complain to
the Governor against the decision of any stipendiary or special justice: provided always, that
it shall not be lawful for any gang of apprenticed labourers, or any larger number thereofthan
the number allowed by the 63d clause of the said Act passed on the 11th day of March last,
to leave the estate to which they are attached, for the purpose of preferring any such com-
plaint, and all the provisions of the said 63d clause relating to, and regulating the resort and
returns ofapprenticed labourers to and from a special justice, for the purpose of making any
complaint, and the penalty thereby imposed for obstructing any apprenticed labourer therein,
shall be and the same are hereby declared to extend to cases where any apprenticed
labourers shall be desirous of complaining to the Governor.

11. And be it enacted, that all contracts between any employer and apprenticed labourers forany taskwork or extra service, forany period exceeding five days, shall be entered by the em--ployer or his agent in a book, to be ept for that purpose, upon the plantation to which such
apprenticed labourer is attached, and upon complaint made to any stipendiary or specialjustice by any apprenticed labourer who shall have entered into the same, such stipendiary or
special justice shall be and he is hereby authorized to inquire whether the terms of any suchcontract were distinctly understood by such apprenticed labourer, and whether he entered into
it freely and voluntarily, and whether the same is reasonable and just, and such stipendiary orspecialjustice shall make such adjudication in the matter as thejustice ofthe case may require.

12. And be it enacted, that so much of the 76th clause of the said Act passed on the 11th
day ofMarch last, as authorizes any justice of the peace to adjudge, decide or determine, on
of or concerning any offence within the same clause, shall be and the same is hereby repealedand the authority to adjudge, decide and determine on of and concerning such offence, ishereby vested in any two or more special justices.

13. And be it enacted, that every predial apprenticed labourer found during the hours ofwork appointed by law, beyond the limits ofthe estate to which such apprenticed labourermay be attached, and not having with him a written pass for the purpose from his employer,or from some special justice, shall be liable to be apprehended and tought before aspecialjustice, and unless such labourer shall explain the cause of his absence, or make sufficientexcuse for the same to the satisfaction of such special justice, such labourer shall be adjudged
a vagabond, and punished accordingly.

14. And be it enacted, that when any apprenticed labourer shall be desirous of purchas-ing the remaining period of his apprenticeship, and his employer shall, after due notice,neglect or refuse to appoint an appraiser, to estimate the value ofthe services of such ap-prenticed labourer for the remaining period of his apprenticeship, pursuant to the provisionsof the 93d clause of the said Act, passed on. the 1ith day of March last, it shall be law-ful for the special justice to nominate both the appraisers, who shall act in the matterofsuch appraisement in the manner pointed out by the said clause of the said Act; and inorder to provide for the discharge of apprenticed labourers desiring to obtain the same bypurchase, in cases where the employers of such apprenticed labourers may be unable tocontract for such discharge, it is hereby enacted, that if the employer of any apprenticedlabourer, or any person having any interest in any such apprenticed labourer, shall b
reason of any mortgage or settlement, or lease’ or charge upon or interest in suchapprenticed labourer, being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to execute avalid and effectual discharge of such apprenticed labourer, or if the employer, or any otherperson having a charge upon or interest in any such apprenticed labourer shall be a’ minorora married woman, or idiot or lunatic, or if the real employer of any such apprenticedlabourer shall be absent from Grenada, and shall be unrepresented therein, or shall notbe known, or if any suit or action shall be depending in any court of justice in the saidIsland wherein the right to the service of such apprenticed labourer shall or may be incontroversy, then and in each and every of the cases aforesaid, the chiefjustice of the saidIsland, on application to him for that purpose made by any special justice, shall issue asummonsunder his hand and seal, requiring the employer of such apprenticed labourerto appear before him at some convenient time and place, to be in such summons for thatpurpose appointed, and notice shall be published in the public Gazette of the said Island ofthe time and place appointed for the purpose aforesaid; and in such notice all personshaving or claiming to have any title or interest to or in the services of the apprenticedlabourer proposed to be discharged, either in their own right or as the agents, guardians,attorneys, trustees or representatives of any other person, shall be required to attend andprefer such claims,

15. And be it enacted, that at the time appointed for any such meeting as aforesaid, thechief justice of the said Island, in the presence of the said special justice, and also in the
278..—TT, presence

GRENADA.

Appendix (B.)

Colonial Laws,
No. 49.

  

949



950

GRENADA.

Appendix (B.)

Colonial Laws.
No. 49.

416 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

presence of the employer of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, or upon
proof being made tohim upon oath of the due service and publication of such notice ag
aforesaid, then, if necessary, in the absence of such employer shall proceed to hear in q
summary way what may be alleged by the said special justice, and by the employer or other
person claiming any interest in the services of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be -
discharged, and attending in pursuance of any such notice; and in case it shall be made
to appear to the said chief justice that a valid and effectual discharge of such apprenticed
labourer cannot legally be effected by private contract, or that the employer of such ap-
prenticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon or interest in the services of such
apprenticed labourer, is a minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic, or that the.
employer of such apprenticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon or interest in.
the services ofsuch apprenticed labourer is absent from the said Island, and is unre-
presented therein, or is unknown, or cannot be found, or that any action is depending in any:
court of justice in the said Island wherein the right to the services of such apprenticed.
labourer is in controversy, then and in every such case the said chiefjustice shall require
the special justice and the employer of such apprenticed labourer, if attending in pursuance
of such notice, each to nominate an appraiser of the value of his or her services for the
remainder of such apprenticeship, and the said chief justice shall himself nominate an
umpire between such appraisers; but if such employer, being duly summoned as aforesaid,
shall fail to attend, or attending shall refuse or omit to nominate an appraiser, then the said
chief justice shall not only nominate such umpire as aforesaid, but shall also nominate an,
appraiser on behalf of such employer.

16. And be it enacted, that the appraisers so to. be nominated. as aforesaid, shall be duly.
sworn by and before the said chief justice to make a fair and impartial appraisement of, the
value of the services ofthe apprenticed labourer so proposed to be ischarged; aidwithin seven
days next after such their appointment, such appraisers shall makeajoint valuation of the said
services, and shall certify such their valuation to the said chief justice under their hands
and seals, and in case such joint certificate shall not be so made and delivered to the said
chief justice within the said term of seven days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in
manner aforesaid, shall, within the next succeeding seven days, certify his valuation to the
said chief justice; and the valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said
joint appraisers or in their default by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and
shalt be filed or enrolled among the proceedings of the Supreme Court of Judicature.

17. Provided nevertheless, and be it enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to the
said chief justice within one calendar month next after such valuetion shall have been made,
that in the making thereof the said appraisers or umpire, or any of them, acted fraudulently
or unjustly, or under the influence of any improper motive, or under any mistake as to the
nature of their or his duty, or under any misapprehension of any material matter of fact,
then, but not otherwise, it shall be lawful for the said chief justice to set aside the said
valuation and to declare the same to be void, and to direct another valuation to be made in
manner aforesaid, for which purpose new appraisers and a new umpire shall in manner
aforesaid be appointed and sworn, and shall proceed to make a second valuation, which
being certified to the said chief justice in manner aforesaid, shall be to all intents and pur-

ses binding and conclusive ; provided that such second or anysubsequent valuation may
in like manner be set aside by any such chief justice on the grounds aforesaid, until a
valuation is made not open to any such objection : provided also, that if the amount of any
such valuation shall not be paid in manner hereinafter mentioned within three calendar
months ext after the filing or enrolment thereof, such filing or enrolment shall be
cancelled.

18. And be it enacted, that upon or within three calendar months next after the filing or
enrolment in the said Supreme Court of Judicature of any such valuation as aforesaid,
it shall be lawful for any special justice as aforesaid out of any monies to be supplied to him
for that purpose by the apprenticed labourer proposed to discharged, to payto the
ublic treasurer of the said Island the appraised value of the services of such apprenticed
abourer, taking a receipt in writing from such treasurer for every such payment ; and the
said chief justice shall, upon application to him for that purpose made by the said special
justice, make an order for the filing or enrolment in the said Supreme Court of Judicature
of such receipt, and the said chief justice shall by such order further proceed to declare
and adjudge that the apprenticed labourer, by or on behalf of whom such money hath
been paid, is dischar ed, and such apprenticed labourer shall thereupon be andbe deemed,

taken and reputed to be discharged to all intents and purposes from such apprenticeship.

19. And be it enacted, that the money to arise from the discharge of any apprenticed
labourer by virtue of the proceedings before mentioned, shall remain in the hands of the
public treasurer of the said Island, and shall bear interest at and after the rate of 51. per

cent. per annum; and His Majesty’s Colonial Revenue in the said Island shall be and is
hereby declared to. be pledged and responsible for the due payment of such principal
money and interest; or shall, in the discretion of such public treasurer, be invested in the

purchase, in his name, of any public funds or securities of Great Britain and Ireland ; and

the Chief Justice of the said. feland shall and he is hereby authorized upon application to

him for that purpose made, to direct that the money in the hands of the said public treasurer,

and the interest accruing on such money, or the public funds of Great Britain and Ireland
so to be purchased as aforesaid, and the dividends payable thereupon, shall be my

prope
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property of the person or persons who was or were entitled to the services of such discharged
apprenticed labourers, and shall be subject and liable to all such and the same uses, trusts,

limitations, conditions, mortgages, claims and demands of what nature or kind soever, as

such services were subject unto at such time of the discharge of such apprenticed labourer;

and the said public treasurer shall hold the said money and the interest accruing there-
from, or the said Public funds and dividends, subject to such order as such chief justice

of the said Island may, upon a summary application of any person interested therein,

and upon notice to all other persons interested t erein, or their agents, see fit to make, and
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such principal money and interest shall by such public treasurer be paid and disposed of —
in pursuance of and in obedience to any such order.

20. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the chief justice of the said
Island to make and prescribe, and from time to time to revoke and alter as occasion may
require, all such rules and orders as may be necessary for the regular and proper exercise of
the jurisdiction hereby in him vested, and for regulating the proceedings of allpersonswho
may be parties to or interested in any question so depending before him.

21. And be it enacted, that in case of the death, suspension or absence from the said

Island of the said chief justice thereof, or in case of hishaving any right or interest in or
to the services of any apprenticed labourer desirous to purchase the remaining period of his
apprenticeship, all and every the powers, duties and authorities hereby vested in and
directed to be performed by the said chief justice, shall in every such case devolve upon and

be exercised hy the senior assistant justice of the said Supreme Court of Judicature;
rovided that he, the said senior assistant justice, shall not have any right, title or interest

in or to the services of the apprenticed labourer or labourers desiring to purchase his, her
or their remaining period of apprenticeship, either of himself or as agent or attorney of any

party having such right, title or interest, or then and in such case of his being so in-

terested, the same duties and authorities shall devolve upon the next senior assistant justice

not having any right, title or interest as aforesaid in the services of such apprenticed
labourer.

22. And be it enacted, that so much of the 103d clause of the said Act, passed upon the

11th day of March last, as authorizes the employer of apprenticed labourers to nominate
such apprenticed labourers to or for the office of constables or policemen, shall be and the
same is hereby repealed: And it is hereby enacted, that it shall be lawful for any special
justice to appoint constables on any plantation from amongst the most respectable appren-

ticed labourers, which constables shall have (with reference to other apprenticed labourers) the

game powers as ordinary constables, and shall and they are hereby authorized and em-
powered to take into custody any apprenticed labourer who shall have committed any
offence against the provisions of the said Act passed on the 11th day of March last, or of
this Act, and who it is presumed will attempt to escape.

93. And be it enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be compelled or compellable to
yield any extra service or compensation of any description to his employer’ after the ex-
piration of seven years next after the termination of the apprenticeship of such labourer.

24. And be it enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall during his own time be liable to
perform any service required by the 115th clause of the said Act passed upon the 11th day
of March last.
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AN ACT to carry into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great

Britain and Ireland, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the

British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for com-

pensating the PersonsMhitherto entitled to the Services of suchSlaves.” —(Passed 2 May

1834.)

Wuerzas by an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled,

“ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the

Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to

the services of such Slaves,” passed on or about the 28th day ofAugust now last past, it is

amongst other things enacted, that all persons who, on the Ist day of August, in the pre-

sent year 1834, shall have been registered as slaves in any such Colony, and shall be

actually within any such Colony, and shall appear on the register to be six years old and

upwards, shall, by force and virtue of the said Act, and without the previous execution of

any. indenture of apprenticeship or other deed or instrumentfor that purposes become and

be apprenticed labourers: And whereas by the said Act it is declared to be necessary that

certain ru les and regulations should be established for giving effect to the provisions of the

said Act? And whereas it is desirable that such rules and regulations as are necessary for

giving effect to the provisions of the said Act, as far as they relate to the internal concerns
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of this Colony, should be enacted by the Legislature thereof: We therefore, Your Majesty’s
most dutiful and loyal subjects, his Excellency Major-General Henry Charles Darling, Licuve.
nant-Governor in and over the Island ofTobago and its dependencies, the Council and General
Assembly of the same, do humbly pray Your most Excellent Majesty thatit may be enacted ;
and be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the said Lieutenant-Governor, by and with the
advice and consent of the said Council and General Assembly in Session assembled, andby
the authority of the same, that, subject to the obligations imposed by this Act, all persons
who on the Ist day of August next ensuing shall be holden in slavery within this olony.
shall upon and from and after the said 1st day of August next ensuing, become and be, to all
intents and purposes, free and discharged of and from all manner of slavery, and shall be
absolutely and for ever manumitted ; and that the children thereafter to be born to an
such persons, and the offspring of such children shall, in like manner, be free from their
birth; and that from and after the said 1st day of August next ensuing, slavery shall be and
ishereby utterly and for ever abolished and declared unlawful in this Colony: Provided also
and be it further enacted, that all slaves who may at any time previous to the passing of this
Act have been brought with the consent of their possessors, and all apprenticed labourers
who may hereafter, with the like consent, be brought into any part of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be absolutely and
entirely free to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

2. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, ‘by the authority aforesaid, that no person who by
force and virtue of the said recited Act of the Imperial Parliament shall become apredial
apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall continue in such
‘apprenticeship beyond the 1st day of August 1840, and that during such his or her appren-
ticeship no such preedial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil,
shall be bound or liable by virtue of such apprenticeship (except in such cases as are here-
inafter excepted) to perform any labour in the serviceof his or her employer or employers
for more than 45 hours in the whole in any one week. a

_ 8. And be it, and itis hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no person who by
virtue of the said Act shall become a non-predial apprenticed labourer, shall continue in
such apprenticeship beyond the ist day of August 1838.

4. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if, before the term
of any such apprenticeship shall have expired, ;the person or persons entitled, for and dur-
ing the remainder of any such term, to the services of such apprenticed labourer, shall be
desirous to discharge him or her from such apprenticeship, it shall be lawful for such person
or persons so to do, by any deed or instrument to be by him, her or them for that purpose
made and executed, which deed or instrument shall be duly executed in the presence of two
or more credible witnesses, and recorded in the register’s office ofthe said Island: Provided
nevertheless, that no employer having a partial or temporary interest in any apprenticed
labourer, may, to the extent ofsuch interest, effect his or her discharge or release gratuitously,
unless all other persons havinga partial, future or reversionary interest in such apprenticed
labourer, shall consent to be parties to such discharge or release, or unless such partial,
future or reversionary interest shall be purchased in the manner and according to the rules
and regulations hereinafter established for the purchase, by any apprenticed labourer, of his
or her discharge, against the will of his or her employer: And provided also, that if any per-
son so discharged from any such apprenticeship by any voluntary act as aforesaid, shall be
at that time of the age of 50 years or’upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such
disease. or mental or bodily infirmity, as may render him or her incapable of earning his
or her subsistence, then and in every such case the person or persons so discharging any
such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid, shall continue and be liable to provide for the sup-
port and maintenance of such apprenticed labourer during the remaining term of such
orginal apprenticeship, as fully as if such apprenticed labourer had notBeen discharged

erefrom. .

5. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall andmay
be lawful for any such apprenticed labourer to purchase his or her discharge from suc
apprenticeship, even without the consent, or in opposition, if necessary, to the will of the
person or persons entitled to his or her services, upon payment to such person or persons of
the value of such services, to be appraised in manner hereafter mentioned; and if the per-
son or persons entitled to or having an interest in the service of any such apprenticed
labourer, shall, upon due application made to him or them for that purpose, and tender of
payment of the value of such services, be unwilling or refuse to execute such discharge as
aforesaid, or shall, by reason of any mortgage or settlement, or lease, or charge upon, or
interest in such service, being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to execute a
valid and effectual discharge, or ifthe person entitled as aforesaid shall be a minor, or a mar-
ried woman, or idiot, or lunatic, or shall be absent from the Island, or shall not be known,
or ifany suit or’ action shall be depending in any court of justice in this Island, wherein the
right to the services of such apprenticed labourer shall or may be in controversy, or if the
person or persons entitled to the service of any such apprenticed labourer shall demand as
the price of such discharge a greater sum of money than may appear to the special justice
of the district in which such apprenticed labourer may reside, to be the fair and just value
thereof, then and in each and evcry of the cases aforesaid, the chief or senior assistant Jus-
tice of the Court ofCommon Pleas cf the said Island, on application to him made for that

purpose
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purpose by such special justice, shall issue a summons, under his hand and seal, requiring
the person or persons entitled to such service, or their agents or representatives, to appear
before the justices of the said court in chambers, at such time as shall be in such summons
appointed; and the justices of the said court, or so many of them as shall be resident in the
said Island, and able to attend, shall, in the presence of such special justice and the person
or persons entitled to such service, or upon proof being made to them of the due service of
such summons, then, if necessary, in the absence of such person or persons, shall proceed

to hear, in a summary way, what may be alleged by such ofthe said parties as may attend ;
and in case the person or persons entitled to such service shall refuse to execute such dis-
charge at a price approved of by the said court, or in case it shall be made to appear to the
said court that a valid discharge cannot be effected by private contract, or that the person
entitled to or having an interest in such services is a minor, or 8 married woman, or idiot,
or lunatic, or is absent from the Colony, or is unknown, or cannot be found, or that any
action is depending in any court of justice of this Island, wherein the right to the services,
of such apprenticed labourer is in controversy, then and in every such case the said court
shall order and direct such special justice and the person or persons entitled to such service,
if attending in pursuance of such notice, each to nominate an appraiser of the value of the
setvice of such apprenticed labourer, and the court shall nominate an umpire between
such appraisers; but if such special justice, or the person or persons entitled to such ser-
vice, being duly summoned as aforesaid, shall fail to attend, or attending, shall refuse or
omit to nominate an appraiser, then the said chief justice or senior assistant justice shall
not only nominate such umpire as aforesaid, but shall also nominate an appraiser on behalf
of such special justice, or of such person or persons entitled to such service as aforesaid.

6. And beit, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the appraisers so to be
nominated as aforesaid, shall be duly sworn before the said court to make a fair and impartial
appraisement of the services of such apprenticed labourer so proposed to be discharged, and
within ten days next after such their appointment, such appraisers shall makea joint valua-
tion thereof, and shall certify such their valuation to the said court, under their hands and
seals ; and in case such joint certificate shall not be so made and delivered within the term
aforesaid, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid, shall, within’ ten
days next thereafter, certify his valuation to the said court, and the valuation to be made in
manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers, or, in their default, by the said umpire,
shall be binding and conclusive upon the said respective parties; and the said court shall
thereupon order and direct such special justice to make and execute a discharge of such
apprenticed labourer, in manner before directed, upon payment, nevertheless, by the said
apprenticed labourer of such appraised value of his services, and such discharge shall be
duly recorded in the register’s office of the said Island.

7. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aferesaid, that the appraised value
of the services of such apprenticed labourer, by virtue of the proceedings before men-
tioned, shall be paid into the hands of the public treasurer of the said Island, and shall be
the property of the person or persons entitled to the services of such apprenticed labourer,
subject, nevertheless, to all such and the same uses, trusts, limitations, conditions, mort-

ges, claims and demands of what nature or kind soever, as such apprenticed labourer
imself would have been held upon, under or subject unto, had this Act not been passed ;

and the said treasurer shall hold the said money, subject to such order as the said court
may, upon a snmmary application of any person interested therein, and upon notice to all
other persons interested therein, or their agents, see fit to make; and such money shall, b
the said treasurer, be paid and disposed of in pursuance of and in obedience to any such
order.

. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may

be lawful for the said court to make and prescribe, and from time to time to revoke and
alter, as occasion may require, such rules and orders as may be necessary for the regular
and proper exercise of the jurisdiction in them hereby vested, and for regulating the proceed-
ings of all persons who may be ies to or interested in any question so dependin before

them ; and the said court shall also establish a moderate and reasonable docket of fees and
expenses to be paid and incurred in making such appraisements as aforesaid, which shall
in no case exceed in the whole the sum of 5/.; and any appraiser or other person who shall
demand or receive for any services by him or her rendered in or about any such appraise-
ment, any greater or other fee, sum of money, advantage or emolument whatsoever than
such as shall be authorized by such docket, shall incur a penalty of not less than 101,
nor more than 301. in addition to the amount of any such unlawful fee, sum of money,

advantage or emolument so received; which fine shall be received by warrant under the

hand and seal of the chief or senior assistantjustice of the said court, directed to the provost
marshal, or his lawful deputy, in the nature ofan execution issuing out of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas, upon judgment obtained therein.

9. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any such ap-

raisement as aforesaid shall have been rendered necessary by any difference of opinion

etween such apprenticed labourer and the person or persons entitled to his services, respect-
ing the price tobe paid for his discharge, the expense of such appraisement shall be borne
by the apprentice, and be added to the amount of the valuation, if the services of such
apprentice shall be appraised at a sum exceeding or equal to the price demanded by the
personOFpersons entitled thereto; but if the appraised value of such service shallbe ess
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than theprice previously demanded by the person or persons entitled thereto, then theexpense of such appraisement shall be wholly borne and defrayed by such person orpersons;a
and in case any such appraisement shall have beenrendered.
than a difference of opinion as to the price to be paid for the
pense of the appraisement shall be e
the person or persons entitled to his

10. And whereas by the laws now in force in this Island, every owner,
lantation or estate, is required to provide for

of slaves, belonging to or worked upon any
and allow to every family of slaves a good and comfortable house, and to provide and give to
each and every such slave, according to their age, sex and condition, over and above theportion of land now by law prescribed, a weekly allowance of two pounds of salt fish, or suchother provisions as may be equivalent thereto, or such other food as their ages and state of _
health may require, and ta provide and give to each and every such slave an annual allowance
ofclothing, as tollows; viz. six yards of cloth or pennistone, six yards ofosnaburghorother linen
of equal strength or value, one hat, and a triennial allowance of one blanket; and to each slayehot attached to or worked upon any plantation or estate, a weekly allowance in money or

quivalent to the value of two shillings sterling, and an annual allowance of oneprovisions e gsuit of clothing: And whereas it is desirable that the said respective allowances should be

necessary by any other cause
value of such service, the ex.

qually divided between such apprenticed labourer and
services.

renter or possessor

Sametobe continuedto COntinued to the persons hereafter to become apprenticed labourers; Be it therefore, and itapprenticed labourers —_ is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that during the continuance ofsuch apprentice-.Cece pee Of #PPreR ship as aforesaid, the person or persons for the time being entitled to the services of eve
such apprenticed labourer shall be, and is and are hereby required to supply him or her
with the respective allowances of food, clothing and lodging, to the amount and of the kinds
before enumerated and set forth, according to the respective age, sex and condition of such
apprenticed labourer. .

neat . 11, And whereas it is desirable to increase the portion of land now by law allowed to slavesreeFredial in this Island, and hereafter to be allotted to apnrenticed labourers ; be it, and it isherebycreased

Apprenticesoftheage
oftwelveyearsand up-
wardstohavehalfan

acreofland,andnot
morethanthreemiles
distancefromplace of
residence;

ofan acre.

Between 1 July and
1 December in each
year, tobeentitled to
14 full working days for
cultivation thereof,

under that age, quarter

Where persons shall not
have sufficient land, or
shall prefer maintaining
their apprentices, what
allowances to be given.

All provisions supplied
to be sound and fit for
consumption, and deli-
vered on corresponding
day in each weck.

Not lawful to dispossese
apprentice of land until
crops are gathered.

enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every person in this Island entitled to the serviceofany predial apprenticed labourer, or his or her attorney, agent or representative, shall be and
they are hereby bound and required, from and after the first day of August now next ensuing,
to set apart for every such predial apprenticed labourer, being of the age of twelve years and
upwards, half an acre of land, properly adapted for the growth of provisions, and not more
then three miles distant from the place of residence of such labourer; and in respect of ever
predial apprenticed labourer under the said age, every such person, or his or her attorney,
agent or representative, shall be and they are hereby bound and required to set apart for the
father or reputed father or mother of every such infant labourer, one quarter of an acre of
like ground, or if such infant labourer shall have no parent in the service of the said employer,
then such quarter of an acre shall be set apart for some other apprenticed labourer, whoshall
be charged with the cultivation of the same for the benefit of such infant, and for the
proper cultivation of such ground; and for the raising and securing the crops grown thereon,
every apprenticed labourer shall, between the first day of July and the first day of December
in each and every year during the term of such apprenticeship, be entitled to fourteen full
working days from and out of the five-and-forty weekly working hours hereinbefore mentioned,

12. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases where
the person or persons entitled to the services of such predial apprenticed labourers shall not
have sufficient land adapted for the growth of provisions, or shall prefer maintaining his, her
or their said apprentices by an allowance of provisions, he, she or they shall, in lieu of the
allowance of land and time aforesaid, supply to each such apprenticed labourer above the
age of ten years, a weekly allowance of seven quarts of corn-meal, or five quarts of rice or
flour, or twenty pounds of yams, or twenty-five pounds of sweet potatoes, or thirty pounds
of full-grown plantains; and every preedial apprenticed labourer below the age of ten years
shall be supplied with one-half of the before-mentioned allowance in each week, which allow-
ance shall be delivered to the mother or guardian of every such infant apprentice.

13. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all provisions to
‘be supplied to such app.enticedlabourers, shall be sound and fit for consumption, and of
good average merchantable quality ; and the said weekly allowance as aforesaid shall in no
case be delivered on Sunday, but shall always be delivered on the corresponding day in each
successive week, unless such deliveryshall. be delayed by accident or other unavoidable
cause.

14. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not be
lawful for any person whosoever to dispossess any such apprenticed labourer of any land to
be cultivated by him or her, until suc apprenticed labourer shall have had full time and
opportunity for reaping and gathering in all crops by him or her planted and growing upon
such ground; and the said crops, when growing upon any such ground, and when severed
therefrom, shall be and are hereby declared to be the sole and absolute property ofsuch
apprenticed labourer for and in respect of whom such ground shall have been appropriated

. and set apart.

Apprentice may be com-
pelled to cultivate his
grounds,

15. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, ihat every apprenticed
labourer, in respect of whom any ground shall be so appropriated and set apart, shall and
muy, by all lawful ways and means, but subject to the rules herein contained respecting the

"labour of such apprenticed labourers, be compelled by the person or persons entitled to, orin
ne
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the superintendence of his or her labour, to cultivate such grounds, and any such apprenticed

labourer neglecting or refusing so to do, shall be liable to the said pains and penalties as are

hereinafter proviCed in respect of the violation by any such labourer of the duties to be by

him performed in the discharge of the services owing by him by law to.such his employers.

16. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticed
labourer shall by wilful neglect or indolence during his or her own time, suffer his or her
house or provision-grounds to fall into decay and bad order, it shall and may be lawful for
the employer of such apprenticed labourer, with the sanction in writing of any special justice

to be obtained upon proof before him of such neglect or indolence, to put the house or pro-
vision-ground of such apprenticed labourer into proper order for his or her comfort or support,

and to deduct an equivalent quantity of labour from his or her own time, not exceeding fifteen
hours in any one week.

17. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or

ersons entitled to the services of, or in superintendence of the labour of such apprenticed
jabourer, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to supply such apprenticed labourers with such

allowance of food, clothing, lodging, and such other maintenance and allowances as_herein-

before is required, or shall not set apart for every such apprenticed labourer, who is to be
maintained by the cultivation ofground, such land, of such quantity and quality, and so
situated as hereinbefore is required, or shall dispossess any such apprenticed labourer of any

land so allotted to, and by him or her cultivated, before such apprenticed labourer shall have
had full time and opportunity for reaping and gathering in all crops by him or her planted
and growing upon such ground, or shall
labourer, for and in respect of whom any ground shall be so appropriated, such portion of
time in each year as aforesaid for the cultivation thereof, every person so offending shall, for
each and every such offence, incur a penalty of forty shillings of lawful money of Great,
Britain, for every apprenticed labourer not by him or them so provided as aforesaid; and

every such neglect or refusal, dispossegsion or eviction, shall be deemed a misdemeanor; and

in case either of the special justices, on complaint made to him or them, shall deem such

complaint well founded, they or either of them shall direct the law officer of the Crown to
prosecute the offender for such offence in the Court of King’s Bench of this Island; and the
judges of the said court may order such part of the penalty recovered, as they may think fit,
to be paid to and for the use of the apprentice or apprentices complaining.

18. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that on complaint of
any apprenticed labourer, orupon the information or complaint of any other person or persons,
that the provisions of this Act for the maintenance and support of such apprenticed labourer,
have not been complied with, it shall and may be lawful to and for the special justice of the
district in which such apprenticed labourer may reside, to cause and command such appren-
ticed labourer, or such other person or persons as such special justice may deem necessary,
to be examined in the premises, to be and appear before him; and such special justice shall
and imay inquire into such complaint, and if necessary shall and may inspect the grounds,
clothing and lodging of such apprenticed labourer, and if it shall appear on such complaint
or inquiry that the provisions hereinbefore contained for the maintenance and support of such
apprenticed labourer have not been complied with, then and in such case such special justice
is hereby authorized and strictly required to afford redress to such apprenticed labourer with-
out delay, and is hereby authorized and empowered to issue an order under his hand, requiring
the person or persons entitled for the time being to the services of any such apprentice
labourer, to provide, furnish and give the allowances required, and hereinbefore specified, or
so much and such parts thereof as to such justice in his discretion may seem meet; and
every such person and persons refusing to comply with and obey such order, shall forfeit
and pay a sum equivalent to twice the value of the purchase of the allowance so by him, her
or them neglected or refused to be made to such apprenticed labourer for or in respect of
whom such justice’s order shall issue, or equivalent to twice the amount of the loss sustained
by such apprenticed labourer, by every such act, omission or neglect as aforesaid.

19. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that upon every plao-
tation or estate in this Island, to which apprenticed labourers are attached, there shall be a
zood and sufficient hospital, of proper size and dimensions, according to the number of
apprenticed labourers on such plantation or estate, in a proper and healthy situation, for the
reception and cure of all apprenticed labourers who shall complain of sickness, or meet with
any accident or injury, or who shall or may, from any infirmity or other cause, require to be
received therein;and the employer, manager or attorney, or person for the time being having
the charge of such plantation and apprenticed labourers, are hereby respectively required and
directed to keep ahospital-book, with the names of the apprenticed labourers so admitted,
the dates of their admission, and also of their dismission or death ; and in which book shall
be inserted, by the medical attendant of the said plantation, the nature of their complaints
or diseases, prescriptions and treatment. i

20. And be it, and it is hereby enncted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticed
labourer shall absent himself or herself from his or her employer’s service without reasonable
cause, for the space of one hour, or any lesser period of time, he or she shall be compelled
to serve double the time he or she shall so absent himself or herselffrom his or her employer’s
service: Provided always, that such extra time shall not exceed fifteen hours in the whole
im any one week.
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21. And be it, and it ishereby
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enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticed
labourer shall absent himself or herselffrom his or her employer’s service, without the consent
of his or her employer, for more then seven hours and a half in any one week, he or she shall,upon conviction thereof before the special justice of the district in which such apprenticed
labourer shall reside, be punished by sentence of imprisoament with hard labour, or soli
confinement for any time not exceeding four days, or to any number ofstripes not exceeding ten,
as such special justice in his discretion shall think the offence deserves; and any apprenticed
labourer who shall in like manner absent himself or herself for more than two. days in an
one week, shall in like manner be punished by sentence of imprisonment with hard labour,or solitary confinement for any time not exceeding one week, or to any number ofstripes
not exceedingtwenty, as such special justice shall in his discretion think the offencedeserves;and any apprenticed labourer who shall in hike manner absent himself or herself formore
than six days in any one week, shall be punished by sentence of. imprisonment with hard
labour, or soli confinement for any time not exceedinga fortnight, or to any number ofstripes not exceeding thirty, as such special justice shall in like manner think theoffencedeserving.

22. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed
labourer who shall be convicted before anysuch special justice as aforesaid of performing his
or her work indolently, carelessly or negligently, shall for the first offence be adjudged to
labour in his or her employer’s servicefor any time not exceeding fifteen hours in the whole ©
in any one week; for the second offence, to confinement with hard labour for any time not
exceeding one week ; and for the third or any subsequent offence, to confinement with hardlabour for any time not exceeding fourteen days, with or without whipping not exceeding
twenty stripes.

23. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed .
labourer who shall be in a state of drunkenness, or who shall be found fighting, or who shallconduct himselfor herself in ay insolent or insubordinate manner towards his or her employer,or any person in the immediate superintendence of his or her labour, shall for every such
offencebe liable, upon conviction by such special justice as aforesaid, to imprisonment withhard labour for any time not exceeding one week, or to whipping not exceeding fifteen

24. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any labourer who
by the negligent or careless use of fire shal endanger the property of his or her employer,
entrusted to his or her care, or shall wilfully ill use the cattle or other live stock of his or her
employer, or who shall by negligence expose his or her employer’s property to any damage
or injury, and be convicted thereof before any such special jnstice as aforesaid, shall for each
and every such offence be adjudged by such specialjustice of the peace either to extra labour
in his or her employer’s service for any time not exceeding fifteen hours in the whole in any one
week, or to confinement to hard Jabour for any time not exceeding one month, or to any number
ofstripes not exceeding thirty, or to any two or more of such punishments as any such special
Justice of the peace as aforesaid shall in his discretion think the nature ofthe offence may ap-

ar to require: Provided always,that nothing herein contained shall exempt any such labourer
to any such actions or prosecutions as other persons of free condition

would be subject and liable to in respect of any such acts by him or her done, committed or
omitted;and provided also, that no such apprenticed labourer shall be liable to be so sued or
prosecuted both under this Act and under such general laws as aforesaid.

25. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticedlabourer who shall be convicted before any such special Justice of having contumaciously
disobeyed the lawful commands of his or her employer, or the person in the immediatesuperintendence of his or her labour, shall, be liable to any one or more of the punishmentsin the preceding clause mentioned. -

.26. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticedlabourer appointed to watch by night by his employer, or by the person in charge of theplantation or estate to which such apprenticed labourer shall be attached, shall neglect orrefuse to appear at such time and place as shall be a pointed by his employer, or by theperson in charge of the plantation or estate to which such apprenticed labourer shall be- attached, for the performance of his said duty, or shall neglect or refuse to proceed and con-

Apprentice sentenced to
‘imprisonment with hard
labour maybe condemned
° Work on public roads,
¢.

. and cleaning of the public roads,

tinue according to his directions and orders, in the regular and punctual performance of thesaid duty, every such apprenticed labourer so offending, who shall not prove to the satisfactionofthe special justice of the district, that he was prevented by illness, or such other unavoidable
accident as shall, in the judgment of the said special justice, be a sufficient excuse, shall, for
everysuch offence, upon conviction before the said special justice, be sentenced to work farthe benefit of his or her employer for three extra hours for each offence.

27. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that whenever any ap-prenticed labourer shall be by such special justice condemned or adjudged to imprisonmentwith hard labour, it shall and may be lawful for such special justice to order and direct, ifhe
shall so think proper, that the hard labour which such a prenticed labourer so condemned
and adjudged shall be liable toperform, shall beineffectually mending and repairing, widening

highways aud streets ofand within the district to which they
are
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are required to labour or to which they belong; and for the purposes aforesaid, such apprenticed
labourer shall be formed into @ penal gang, to work at such times and in such manner as such
special justice shall direct and appoint.

28. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no female appren~-
ticed labourer within this Island shall be punished or corrected for any offence by her com-
mitted, by the flogging, whipping, scourging or beating her person; ‘but that in all cases
aforesaid, where the punishment of whipping is by this Act authorized, the same shall be
understood asapplying to the cases of males only, and that all the offences in respect of
which such punishment may be inflicted on any male offender, shall, when committed by
females, be punished by confinement to hard labour or by solitary confinement, to the extent
as is hereinbefore provided for.

29. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that whenever by the
sentence of any such special justice of the peace as aforesaid, it shall become necessary to
punish any male apprenticed labourer by whipping, for any offence committed by him
against the provisions of this Act, such punishment shall be inflicted on such offender with
thelikeinstrument and in like manner as is now used and practised in His Majesty’s army.

80. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person
-or persons in this Island entitled to or having an interest in the services of any apprenticed
labourer, or any person in the immediate superintendence of his or her labour, shall, upon
any pretence whatever, take upon himself or herself to inflict or cause or knowingly suffer
to be inflicted on any such apprenticed labourer, any punishment by the whipping, beating,
imprisonment or confinement of his or her person, or any other punishment or correction
whatever, or if any such person or persons shall wantonly or cruelly cut, wound, maim or
‘mutilate, or keep in confinement any apprenticed lahourer, he, she or they shall be liable to
be prosecuted for each and every such offence as aforesaid, by indictment at any court of
King’s Bench to be holden for this Island, and upon conviction shall be punished by fine
or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court before whom such offender shall be
tried and convicted.

31. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, that no predial apprenticed labourer shall be
compelled or bound to engage in or perform any agricultural or manufacturing labour in the
said Island before the hour of six in the morning, or after the hour of six in the evening, but
that, save as is hereinafter provided, all preedial apprenticed labourers shall be, and they are
hereby declared to be entitled to an entire cessation and intermission of every description of
work and labour from the hour of six on each evening until the hour of six in the next succeed-
ing morning.

32. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, that all pradial apprenticed labourers
employed in any agricultural or manufacturing labour within the said Island shall be allowed
and entitled to an entire intermission and cessation of work and labour from the hour of
seven till the hour of eight in the morning, and from the hour of twelve till the hour of two
in the afternoon of each and every day throughout the year, provided that the hours of inter-
mission and cessation of labour in the case of predial apprentices employed in any manufac-
turing labour may be allowed at any other period of the day, if an interval of not less
than three nor more than six hours intervene between such remissions, and if the same be
respectively of such duration as aforesaid.

33. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, that it shall be the duty of every such employer
or person in the superintendence of the labour of any such apprenticed labourers in this
Island, to intimate to the labourers in his employment the commencement and close of the
hours of labour hereby established, for which purpose a signal shall be given; and such
signal shall be of such a nature as to be distinctly visible or audible to the several predial
apprenticed labourers in the service of or under the superintendence of any such person or
persons.

34. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no apprenticed
labourer within this Island shall be compelled or compellable to labour for the benefit,
profit or advantage of his or her employer, or person in the superintendence of his or her
abour, or of any person or persons whatsoever, on any Sunday throughout the year, except
in -work of necessity, or in domestic services, or in the protection of property, or in
tending of cattle; nor shall any apprenticed labourer, except as aforesaid, be liable to be
hindered or prevented from attending any where on Sundays for religious worship at his or
her free will or pleasure, but shall be at full liberty so todo, without any let, denialor inter-
ruption whatsoever: provided always, that no description of agricultural labour shall be
deemed a work ofnecessity within the meaning or for the purposes of this Act, unless such
labour be undertaken to prevent or arrest or remedy the effects of any fire, flood, hurricane
or tempest, or other such like casualty.

35. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if the employer
of or person in the immediate superintendence of the labour of any predial apprenticed
labourer, shall, by force or fraud, protract the weekly services of such labourer beyond the
period by this Act allowed for that purpose, he, she or they shall, upon conviction thereof

efore such special justice of the peace, forfeit and pay a fine of one shilling for every hour
such service shall be protracted; which said fine shall be paid to such apprenticed labourer
to and for his use and benefit.
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No labourer compelled 36. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no apprenticed
toundertake task work = Jabourer within this Island shall be bound to undertake any task work, except with his or her
withouthis own content. own free assent to the same, save as hereinafter is excepted.

How agreement for task 37+ And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that whenever any
workto be entered into, agreement shall be entered into between any employer of, or person in the superintendence of

the labour of any apprenticed labourer, and any predial apprenticed labourer, for the
performance of any specific work as a task, and in lieu of the prescribed daily labour,
or for the performance of any labour by such apprentice in extra hours, such contract shall
bereduced into writing by such employer or other person, in the presence of one or more
credible witness or witnesses, and entered in a book to be kept for that purpose on the
plantation in which such extra labour is to be performed, and which book shall be produced
and shown to the special justice of the district, whenever he may give notice to the party in
whose possession it may be to produce the same.

No contract to continue _ 38. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no contract
in force beyond 14 days, -between any such employer or other person and theprodial apprenticed labourer, for the
unless with consent of performance by him or her ofany such specific or task work, or for the performance of any
Special Justice. labour in extra hours, shall endure or continue in force or be binding upon the parties

entering into thesame, or either ofthem, after the expiration of fourteen days from themaking
thereof, unless such contract shall have been made and entered into by such parties in the
presence and with the approbation of such special justice of the peace, or unless having been
entered into in his absence, the same shall be confirmed and approved of by him before the
expiration of such fourteen days, and every such approbation of any such contract
shall by such specialjustice be attested under his hand in the book so to be kept as aforesaid :

Special Justice approving. provided always, that it shall be the duty of such special justice, before approving of any such
of contract, to ascertain Gontract, to ascertain that the terms thereof are distinctly understood by the apprenticed
farmsunderstoodby labourer entering into the same, and that the same had been entered into with his or her free

will and consent.

Incontracta beyond 14 «39. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in every such
days, terms to be dis- contract for task work, or for extra service extending beyond the period of fourteen days, the
tinetly expressed and = nature and amount of the extra labour to be performed, and the amount of the consideration

setforth. to be given for the same, and the time andmanner of paying such consideration, shall be
No contract tocontinue distinctly expressed and set forth: provided always, that no contract for such extra service
in forcebeyondone year as aforesaid shall continue in force for more than one year from the day of the date

thereof.

If majorityofpreedial 40. And whereas it may be necessary in certain cases to provide for the acquiescence of
labourers enter into the minority of the predial apprenticed labourers attached to any plantatiou or estate, in the
contract forextra, _ cistribution and apportionment amongst the whole body of such labourers, of any task work

r, special ju
inority OF extra labour which the majority of such labourers shall be willing and desirous collectivel

we hoor the meine to undertake ; Be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that wher
ever the majority of the preedial apprenticed labourers attached to any plantation or estate
in this Island shall, with the approbation of such special justice as aforesaid, have entered
into any contract with their employer, or person in superintendence of their labour, for the

rformance of any extra labour or task work, it shall and may be lawful for the said special
Justice, if required so to do, to order and direct the minority of the said apprenticed labourers
to join in and perform such extra labour or task work ; and if any such apprenticed labourer
skall neglect or refuse to obey such order as aforesaid, he, she or they shall, upon conviction
before the said special justice, be liable to the same pains and penalties as are before provided
in respect of the violation by any such labourer of the duties to be by him or her performed
in the discharge of the services owing by him or her by law to such his or her employer.

Upon proof of non- 41. And be it, and it is hereby enacted,by the authority aforesaid,that upon proofbeing made
EeveeSace of to the satisfaction ofsuch special justice ofthe non-payment by such employer or other person
order the sametobe . Of the consideration stipulated for in any such contract as aforesaid, whether fortask. work or
peid within acertain = for extra services, it shall and may be competent for such special justice: thereupon to order
period, Tae anatpaid and direct the same to be paid within a certain period tobe by him named for that purpose;
levy the same. aad if the same shall not be paid at the time so named, then it shall and may be lawful for

the said special justice to issue a warrant for levying the same, under his hand and seal,
in the nature of an execution issuing out ofthe court ofCommon Pleas of the said Island, and
directed to the provost-marshal orhis lawful deputy, who is hereby authorized and required
to execute the same at any time of the year, and shall take and receive the same fees thereon
as on executions issuing out of the said court.

Apprentice violating 42, And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed
task work, here punish labourer who shall violate the terms of such contract as aforesaid for task work or for extra
able. service, shall be liable to the same pains and penalties as are before provided in respect of

the violation by any such labourer of the duties to be by him or her performed imthe dis-
charge of the services owing by him or her by law to his or her employer.

Married womanand 43. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every married
sient competentto woman, notwithstanding her coverture, and every child of the age of twelve years and up-

wards, notwithstanding his or her infancy, shall be competent to enter into such contracts
as aforesaid for task work or for extra service. 44, And

. An
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44. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this Island shall
for the purposes of this Act, be divided into two or more districts, the respective extents and
limits whereof shall be fixed by the.Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief
of the said Island, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy Council of the same, and
the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chiefof the said Island shall appoint
to each of the said districts one of the special justices to be constituted under and by virtue.
of the said recited Act of the Imperial Parliament, which said special justice shall reside
within the district to which he shall be appointed, unless when prevented by sickness ‘or
other reasonable cause, to be allowed of by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Com-
mander-in-Chief of the said Island.

45. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that suchspecial jus-
tices shall and they are hereby required to attend and sit at their usual residences, or at some
other convenient place within their said district, to be for that purpose named and appointed,
at least twice in each and every week throughout the year or oftener if need be, in order to
hear, investigate and determine all cases, causes and complaints that may be preferred to
them; and such special justices shall cause all necessary parties to attend before them by
virtue of such process, and shall proceed to hear, investigate and determine in a summary
manner all such causes and complaints, according to such and the like modes of proceeding
as are adopted for the investigation of criminal matters by His Majesty’s justices of the peace
in England.

46. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every such special
justice shall keep a journal of all cases, causes and complaints brought before him, in which
he shall respectively enter the date ofthe complaint, the name of the complainant, the sub-
stance of the complaint, the names of the witnesses adduced on either side, the substance of
the evidence, the decision of the case, whether the decision has been carried into effect, and
any general remarks which he may think desirable, which said journal shall be kept in one
uniform manner to be prescribed for that purpose by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or
Commander-in-Chief of the said Island.

47. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that such special jus-
tices shall respectively, at the expiration of each and every quarter, transmit to the Governor,
Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island, a duplicate of the said
journal for the preceding quarter, with an affidavit thereto annexed to the effect that it has

been faithfully Lent, and that, with the exception of unintentional errors, it contains a true
account of all the proceedings in which he the deponent has been engaged, as such special
justice, during the quarter to which it refers ; and the said Governor, Lieutenant-Governor
or Commander-in-Chief shall not be at liberty to pay or draw for the salary of the said justice

for such quarter until the said duplicate shall havebeen actually received by him, verified as
aforesaid,

4s. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that each of the said
special justices shall once a morith, or oftener if required and need be, on certain days to be
by him named for that purpose, of which public notice shall be given in the Gazette of the
said Island, repair to each estate or plantation situate within his district, cultivated by a
prenticed labourers, then and there to take cognizance of all complaints that may be sade
or brought before him, and shall proceed in the investigation thereof in such and the like
manner as if such complaint had been heard and determined at the residence ofsuch special
justice in manner before provided.

49. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every person who
shall by force or violence, menace or intimidation, or by any other unlawful means oppose or
obstruct any such special justice from entering upon any plantation or estate in the said
Island for the purposes aforesaid, or shall by force or menace or other unlawful means oppose
or prevent any apprenticed labourer from resorting to or holding communication with any
such special justice, for every such offence shall be and be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and upon conviction thereof before the court of King’s Bench of the said Island shall suffer
such punishment as the court in their discretion shall think the nature of the offence deserves.

50. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that whenever any
. specialjustice shall pass sentence of confinement upon any apprenticed labourer, he may, ifhe
shall see fit, direct that such confinement shall take place upon the plantation to which such
apprenticed labourer shall belong or be then working upon.

51. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the special justices
to be appointed for this Island, (and no other magistrate orjustice of the peace) shall have,
exercise and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction over, and shall solelyand exclusively take
cognizance of all offences committed, or alleged to have been committed by any apprenticed
labourer, or by his or her employer in such their relation to each other, or of the breach,
violation or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to each other, or ofany question,
matter or thing incident to or arising out of the relations subsisting between such apprenticed
labourers, and the persons respectively entitled to their services: provided that nothing
herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to abrogate or take away the
powers by law vested in the supreme courts of record, or to the superior courts of civil and
criminal justice in this Island.
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52. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticed
labourer shall prefer a complaint against his or her employer, which shall by such special
Justice be decided to be frivolous and vexatious, such apprenticed labourer so complaining
shall be adjudged by such special justice to work in the service of his or her employer for
any time not exceeding in the whole fifteen extra hours in any one week, and if the employer of
any apprenticed labourer shall prefer a frivolous complaint against his apprentice, he, she or
they shall be adjudged by such special justice to pay a fine not exceeding thirty shillings
sterling for the benefit of the party aggrieved.

53. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any a pren-
tice shall prefer a malicious complaint against his or her employer, it shall ‘and ma.
be competent for such special justice, at the instance of the arty charged, to adjudge the
complamant to imprisonment with hard labour on the tread-mill for any time not exceeding
one month ; and if any employer shall prefer a malicious complaint against his or her a pren-
tice, he, she or they shall be adjudged to pay a fine not exceeding five pounds for the benefit
of the party charged, which judgment shall be a bar to any suit, action or prosecution
against such complainant for calumny, defamation or otherwise in respect of such hig
complaint.

54. And whereas a practice hath prevailed of gangs of slaves leaving the estates to which
they are attached for the purpose ofpreferring complaints, and such practice hath a tendenc
to disturb the peace of theColony, and affords an evil example to the peaceable and well-
disposed slaves; Be it therefore enactedby the authority aforesaid, that it shall not be lawful
for any gang of apprenticed labourers to leave the estate to which they are attached for the
purpose of preferring any complaints to any person or persons whatsoever ; but in all cases
where such gang may feel themselves aggrieved, they shall select some of their number,
not exceeding one in everytwenty, and such person or persons so selected shall apply to his,
her or their employer for a pass, but in case of refusal mayproceed without it, or any moles-
tation or hindrance, to the special justice of the district, and no other person, for the purpose
of laying before him an complaint, ormaking to him any application respecting any matter or
thing cognizable by such specialjustice; and any person or persons who shall by force, menace
or intimidation, or any other unlawful means prevent any apprenticed labourer or apprenticed
labourers so selected from resorting to such specialjustice for any such purpose asaforesaid,
or from returning to his or her place of abode after having so resorted to any such specialjustice,
shall be deemed and considered guilty of a misdemeanor; provided such apprenticed labourer
or apprenticed labourers so selected as aforesaid shall resort to and return from such special
justice with due diligente.and without any unnecessary loss oftime; and such specialjustice on
such complaint or application shall make diligent inquiry into the premises, and afford redress.
on the grievance being proved, according to the exigency of the case, and in strict confor-
mity with the provisions of this Act; but if it shall appear to such special justice that such
complaint or application is without foundation, such special justice shall adjudge the com-
plainant or complainants, or any other apprenticed labourer or labourers that may. have been
the ringleaders or instigators of such groundless complaints, to work in the service of his, her
or their employer, for any time not exceeding in the whole fifteen extra hours in any one
week; or if it shall appear to suchspecial justice that the a!leged complaint is frivolous,
vexatious or malicious, he shall adjudge such complainants or apprenticed labourers to im-
prisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month.

55. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that each: of the
said special justices shall be and ‘they are hereby authorized and empowered to nominate
and appoint six fit and able-bodied men to act as apolice force for the district to which they
may be. respectively appointed; which said men shall be sworn in as constables, and shail’
have all such powers and authorities as any constable duly appointed now has or hereafter
may have by virtue of any law or statute now made or hereafter to-be made, and shall carry
into effect and execution all-such orders and directions as they may from time to time receive
from the special justice of the district to which they may be attached, for preventing and
repressing all crimes and offences committed by any apprenticed labourers, and for enforcing
obedience to the rules and regulations hereby established, and shall obey all such lawful
commands as they may from time to time receive from the special justice of the district to
which they maybe attached for conducting themselves in the execution of their office.

56. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the said spe-
cial justices shall from time to time, subject to the approbation of the Governor, Lieute-
nant-Governor, or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island, frame such orders andregulations
as they shall deem expedient, relative to the general government of the men to be appointed
under this Act; the places of their residence, the description of their arms, accoutrements
and other necessaries to be furnished them, and all such other orders and regulations rela-
tive to the said police force, as the said justices shall from time to time deem expedient for
preventing neglect or abuse; and either ofthe said justices may at any time suspend or dis-
miss from his employment any man belonging to the said police force whom he shall think
remiss or negligent in the discharge of his duty, or otherwise unfit for the same; such sus-
pension or dismissal nevertheless to be subject to the confirmation or disallowance of the
Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island; and whenany
nian shall be so dismissed or cease to belong to the said police force, all powers vested in
him by virtue of this Act as a constable, shall immediately cease and determine.

57.. And.
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57. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all summonses
warrants, commitments or other orders, to be issued by any such special justice of the

ace, in the execution of his duty as aforesaid, shall be executed by one or other of the
police constables of his district: provided always, that nothing herein contained shall be
construed to prevent such special justice from a dressing the same, as occasion may require,
to any other constable or constables of the said Island, jointly with or instead of such police
constables, as to him may seem requisite.

58. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any summons,
warrants or orders issued by any such special -justice within his district, may without
any further authority be carried into execution in any part of this Island, though beyond
the district of the special justice issuing the same.

59. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no fee of office
shall hereafter be levied, demanded or payable within the said Colony, upon, for, or on
account, or in respect of the discharge and release of any apprenticed labourer; and if
any special justice shall hereafter demand, accept or receive any fee of office for the same
respectively, the special justice so offending shall incur and become liable to the payment
of a fine, amounting to not less than one pound nor more than five pounds, over and above
the amount of the fee so by him received.

60. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, that on every plantation the said special justices
shall and may appoint one or more of the apprenticed fabourers thereon, with the con-
sent of the master or manager, to be constables, who shall be empowered to maintain
peace and order on such plantation, under the directions of the proprietor or manager thereof,
and to secure and place in confinement any apprenticed labourer who shall commit any
offence on such plantation, or any apprenticed labourer not employed on such plantation,
who may be found lurking thereon without the knowledge or permission of the proprietor or
manager thereof; such apprentice, confined as aforesaid, not to be kept in custody longer than
shall be necessary to procure the attendance of the special justice : provided always, that if
the attendance of a special justice cannot be procured withm twenty-four hours, it shall and
may be lawful for the proprietor or manager aforesaid to order the release of such apprentice
so confined as aforesaid after the expiration of twenty-four hours: provided nevertheless,
that in the event of such apprentice being discharged as aforesaid, the proprietor or manager
‘shall, and he is hereby required to prefer the complaint on which such apprentice was con-
fined before the special justice when he shall next come upon the estate; and provided that
nothing shail be construed to give to any such constable any power or authority over any of
His Majesty’s subjects except such apprenticed labourers.

61. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all actions and
prosecutions to be commenced against any special justice in respect of any act, matter or
thing by him done in pursuance of this Act, shall be commenced within six calendar months
‘after the fact committed, and not otherwise, and notice in writing of such action, and of the
cause thereof, shall be given to the defendant one calendar month at least before the com-
mencement of the action; and in any such action the defendant may plead the general issue,
and give this Act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to be had thereupon; and
no plaintiff shall recover in any such action, if tender of sufficient amends shall have been
made before such action brought by or on behalf of the defendant; and if a verdict shall
pass for the defendant, or the plaintiff shall become nonsuit, or discontinue any such action
after issue joined, or if upon-demurrer or otherwise, judgment shall be given against the

plaintiff the defendant shall recover his full costs, as between attorney and client, and
ave the like remedy for the same as any defendant hath by law in other cases; and though

a verdict shall be given for the plaintiff in any such action, such plaintiff shall not have costs
against thg defendant, unless the judge before whom the trial shall be, shall certify his
approbation of the action, and of the verdict obtained thereupon.

62. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any three or
more apprenticed labourers shall unite together in any riot or tumultuous assemblage, any
justice of the peace who shall be present at the same, shall give due notice to the parties
there present to separate and disperse ; and all parties who at the expiration of ten minutes
from the said warning shall continue present at any such riotous assemblage, shall on con-
viction thereof before the court of King’s Bench of the said Island, be liable to imprison-
ment with hard labour for any time not exceeding twelve months.

63. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any three or
more apprenticed labourers whoshail agree together to make any resistance to the lawful
commands of their employers, or the person in the immediate superintendence of their
labour, shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful conspiracy ; and every such offender who may
be convicted thereof by the court of King’s Bench of the said Island, shall be adjudged to
confinement with hard labour for any period not exceeding six months, with or without
whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes; and any three or more labourers who shall be
engaged in a combined and open resistance to the lawful commands of their employer, or
the person in the immediate superintendence of their labour, shall on conviction thereof
before the said court as aforesaid, be adjudged to the punishment last aforesaid, or any one
of them, as such court shall think the nature of the offence deserves.
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_ 64, And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no appienticed
Jabourer shall from and after the said first ofAugust now next ensuing, reside beyond the limits
of the plantation or estate in which he may be then resident, unless with the authority or
consent in writing of his or her employer, or the person in the immediate superintendence
of his or her labour.

65. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every apprenticed
labourer who shall or may be found beyond the limits ofthe plantation or estate to which he or
she may respectively belong without a written pass from his or her employer, or the person in
the immediate superintendence of his or her labour (except such apprenticed labourer ma
be on his or her way to or from market, or to or from some place of public worship), shall
be liable to be apprehended and detained, aud shall on conviction thereof before the special
justice of the district to which he or she may belong, be adjudged to confinement with or
without hard labour for any time not exceeding one week, and if a male to any number of
stripes, not exceeding ten.

66. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or
persons shall grant or give any document to enable any apprenticed labourer to absent him-
self or herself from his or her employer's service, he or she shall be deemed ilty of a mis-
demeanor, and shall be tried by the court of King’s Bench of the said Island, and on con-
viction shall suffer such punishment, by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the court in their
discretion shall think proper to inflict.

67. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed
labourer harbouring, receiving or concealing any other apprenticed labourer whoshall have
run away from his or her employer’s service, knowing him or her to be a runaway, or other-
wise shall assist or abet such apprenticed labourer wilfully absenting himself or herself from
his or her employer's service, he, she or they shall, on cotiviction thereof before the special
justice of the district in which he, she or they may reside, be liable to be punished by hard
abour, not exceeding thirty days, or any number of stripes not exceeding thirty, or both, as
the nature of the case may require.

68. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any’person
other than an apprenticed labourer, shall entice away any apprenticed labourer from his or
her employer’s service, or shall harbour, receive or conceal any such apprenticed labourer,
knowing him or her to have run away from his or her employer’s service, such person shall

_ be liable to pay to the person entitled to the services of such apprentice at and after the rate
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of three shillings for each and every day such apprentice shall have been so harboured, with
full costs of suit to be recovered by action of debt in any court of record in the said Island.

69. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no apprenticed
labourer shall quit the said Island without a passport from the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor,
or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island, which passport shall not be granted, except the
written consent of the employer of such apprenticed labourer shall be first produced to the
said Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island: provided
always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent any non-preedial appren-
ticed labourer, registered as a mariner at the office of the special justice of the district he
belongs to, and who shall be cleared out as such at the Custom House, from quitting the said
Island, in pursuance of such his usual occupation or employment.

70. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any appren-
ticed labourer other than a mariner, who shall quit or attempt to quit this Colony without
such passport first obtained, shall be liable to be prosecuted or each and every such offence
in the court of King’s Bench to be holden for this Island, and upon conviction shall be
punished by imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for any time not exceeding three
months, as the court in their discretion shall think the nature of the offence deserves.

71. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all persons
removing or assisting to remove any apprenticed labourer, other than a mariner, from this
Island in any boat or vessel, without a passport first obtained from the Governor, Lieutenant-
Governor or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemea-
nor, and shall, on conviction thereof before the said court of King’s Bench of the said
Island, forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding fifty pounds, or shall be imprisoned for any time
not exceeding three months: provided always,that nothing herein contained shall be con-
strued to prevent any person aggrieved from proceeding against such offender in a civil
action for damages sustained.

72. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed
labourers who shall or may be convicted before the court of King’s Bench of the said Island,
of having established themselves in any part ofthe said Island as a distinct community with-
out lawful authority, habitually abandonin and neglecting to perform the duties imposed
upon them by law, shall, upon conviction Before the said court, be sentenced to imprison-
ment, with hard labour upon the tread-mill, for any time not exceeding six months; and
if a male, to be punished by any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine; and it shall
and may be lawtul for the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief to cause
such community to be dislodged, and if necessary to cause their habitations to be taken down

’ and removed.
73. And
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- 93, And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed
labourer who shall absent himself or herself from his or her employer’s service without leave
for the space of seven days or upwards, shall, on conviction thereof before such special jus-
tice, be adjudged a runaway, and shall be sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour, or

to solitary confinement, for a period not exceeding three months; and ifa male, shall be
liable to be punished by whipping, noc exceeding thirty-nine stripes.

74. And beit, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticed
labourer shall, during the continuance of the term of his or her apprenticeship, wilfully
absent himself or herself from the service of his or her employer, and be thereof convicted
before any such special justice, and by which wilful absence the employer of such appren-
ticed labourer shall be deprived of such apprenticed labourer’s services before his or her time
of apprenticeship shall be expired, such apprenticed labourer shall, at any time or times
thereafter, whenever he or she shall be found, be compelled to serve his or her employer
for so long a time as his or her employer shall have been so as aforesaid deprived of his or
her services, or to make satisfaction to his or her employer for the loss sustained by stich
deprivation of his or her services (except so faras such apprenticed labourer shall have made
satisfaction for such absence, either out of such extra hours, as hereinbefore provided for,

or otherwise); and in case any such apprenticed labourer shall refuse to serve as hereby
required, or to make such satisfaction to his or her employer, such employer may complain
upon oath to the special justice of the district wherein such employer shall then reside, and
such special justice shall issue a warrant under his hand and seal for apprehending any such

apprenticed labourer; and such special justice, upon hearing the complaint, may determine
what satisfaction shall be made to such employer by his or her apprentice, and such apprentice
shall, during the extension of the term of his or her apprenticeship as aforesaid, be subject
to all such and the same rules and regulations respecting the work and labour to be by him

or her dune or performed, and respecting the food andother supplies to be to him or her fur-
nished, as any other apprentice is subject and liable to by virtue of this Act.

75. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any apprenticed
labourer shall, without lawful authority, enter into and take possession of any land in this
Island belonging to His Majesty or to any other person or persons, it shall and may be lawful
for any special justice, and he is hereby required to dispossess such labourer from such land
and from any buildings thereon erected, and to cause the same, with all crops ‘growing there-
upon, to be delivered up to the owner or owners of such land, or in case such owner
shall not, within six months after such seizure, appear and prefer his claim to such
land, then the said special justice shall order the crops, cattle and other goods seized
thereupon to be sold, and the proceeds of such sales to be paid over to the public treasurer
ofthe Colony for the public uses thereof: provided always, that no apprenticed labourer shall
be dispossessed of any such land during the remainder of the term of his apprenticeship when
he shall have been two years in theundisturbed possession thereof.

76. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed
labourer taking possession of any such land shall on conviction thereof before any such
special justice of the peace as aforesaid, if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of
such special justice, that such possession was taken fraudulently and with knowledge that the
party had no lawful claim to the possession thereof, be liable to be sentenced to imprisonment
with or without hard labour for any period not exceeding one month.

77. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not be
lawful for any apprenticed labourer to keep, use or have in his or her possession any gun-
powder, guns, swords, pistols or fire-arms of any description whatsoever, or any other offensive
weapons, unless with the knowledge and consent of his or her employer .or person in the
superintendence of his or her labour; and every apprentice so offending shall, on conviction
thereof before any special justice, be punished by confinement to hard labour for any time not
exceeding one month, or to any umber of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine, as such special
justice shall order and direct; ‘and it shall and may be lawful for the employer of or person
in the superintendence ofthe labour of any apprenticed labourer to seize and retain any gun-
powder, guns, swords, pistols or fire-arms of any description whatsoever, or any other offen-
sive weapon unlawfully in the possession of any apprenticed labourer.

78. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all apprentices
whose ordinary occupation is on the sea, or as fishermen or mariners, shall be registered as
such at the office of one or other of the said special justices, and any apprenticed labourer
engaging in such occupation, without being first so registered and obtaming a certificate of
such regstration, shall on conviction before either of the said special justices, be liable to im-
prisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding three months.

79. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this
Act contained doth or shall extend to exempt any apprenticed labourer from, but that every
apprenticed labourer shall be subject to the operation of any law or police regulation
which is or shall be in force in this Colony for the prevention or punishment of any offence,
such law or police regulation being in force against and applicable to all other persons of
free condition,

2738.—I1. 80. And
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80. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and ma

be competent for any apprenticed labourer in this Island, notwithstanding such his or her
apprenticeship, to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate, devise and bequeath
property of any amount, or of any description, andjto bring, maintain, prosecute and defend
any action in any court of justice for and in respect of any such property, and to cultivate
any land of which he or she may be the proprietor, with or for the growth of any descriptionof produce; any law, usage or custom to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding: provided
always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed or deemed to authorize any
trespass, or to allow any predial apprenticed labourer to turn loose or keep, in his employer's

property, any horses, mares, mules, asses, cattle, sheep, hogs or goats, without the consent of
is said employer being first had and obtained.

81. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the right or interest
of any employer or employers to and in the services of any such apprentice labourers as
aforesaid, shall pass and be transferable by bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will;
descent, in such and the like manner as the right and title of, in and to any slave or slaves in
this Island would have passed or been transferable had this Act not been passed: provided
that no such apprenticed labourer shall by virtue of any such bargain and sale, deed, contract,
conveyance, will or descent, be subject or liable to be separated from his or her wife or husband,
parent or child, or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her.

82. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that whenever it shall
become necessary to obtain the consent of such special justice or Justices of the peace as
aforesaid for transferring the services of any predial apprentice from one estate orplantation
in the said Island to another plantation or estate, as is required by the provisions of the said
recited Act of the Imperial Parliament, such consent shall be in such form as such special
justice or justices shall think necessary for the purpose aforesaid, and shall be executed
and attested by him or them in the presence of one or more credible witness orwitnesses,
and the same shall be entered by such special justice or justices in a book to be kept by him
or them for that purpose, and the original or a certified copy of such consent shall be delivered
to the person or persons seeking for and obtaining such consent.

83. And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years
on the said first day of August now next ensuing, or that children who after that day may
be born to any female apprenticed labourer, may not be properly supported by their parents,
and that no other person may be disposed yoluntarily to undertake the support of such chil-
dren, and it is necessary that provision should be made for the maintenance ofsuch children
in any such contingency; Be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if
any children who on the said first day of August now next ensuing hath not completed his or
her sixth year, or if any child to which any female apprenticed labourer may give hirth
on or after the said first day of August now next ensuing shall be brought before any special.
Justice as aforesaid, and if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of any such
special justice that any such child is unprovided with an adequate maintenance, and that
such child hath not completed his or her age of twelve years, it shall and may be lawful for
such justice, and he is hereby required on behalf of such child to execute an indenture of
apprenticeship, thereby binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the person. orper-
sons entitled to the services of the mother of such child, or who had been last entitled to the
services of such mother, if such person or persons shall be willing to take such child as an
apprentice; but in case or it shall be made to appear to such justice that the person orper-
sons aforesaid is or are unwilling to enter into such indenture,or is or are unable or unfit so
to do, and properly to perform the condition thereof, then it shall be lawful for such justice,
and he is hereby required by such indenture to bind any such child to any other person or.
persons to be by him for that purpose approved, and who may be willing and able properly
to perform such condition;and such indenture shall be respectively executed by such special
justice, and the person or persons to whom any such child is about to be apprenticed, in the
presence of two or more credible witnesses, and recorded in the office of suc special justice,
and shall be in the following form; that is to say,

“ This Indenture made the day of in the year of our Lord 18
between A. B. esquire, one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace of and for the
district in the Island of Tobago, by special commission duly constituted and appointed, and.
by virtue of the powers in that behalf authorizing and requiring me, and of all other powers in
‘me vested, on behalf of a child, ofthe age of ears or thereabouts, of the
one part; and C. D. of, &c. of the other part; Whereas the sai (child) is the infant child
of a female predial apprenticed labourer, attached to the plantation or estate called
[name of estate] belonging to or in the possession of the said C. D. and situated, &c. [or, as
the case may be], is the infant child of .. female unattached predial apprenticed
labourer, or a female non-predial aprenticed labourer, in the employ of the said C. D.[or, a3
the case may be, in the employ ofE F. of, &c.]: Now this indenture witnesseth, that in con-
sideration of the covenants hereinafter contained, and on the part and behalf of the said
C.D. and those hereafter to claim through or under him, to beperformed, kept and fulfilled,
and by virtue of such power as aforesaid, the said A. B., as such special justice as aforesaid,
hath placed and bounden, and by these presents doth place and bind the said .
the infant child of the said unto and with the said C. D. his heirs and assigns,

_ 43 8 preedial apprenticed labourer, and to be attached to the. said plantation or estate,
called, &c., belonging to the said C.D., as hereinbefore mentioned {or as an unattached

preedia
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preedial a prenticed labourer, or as a non-predial apprenticed labourer] and as such well and
truly and faithfully to serve and obey the said C.D. and those hereafter to claim through
or under him, and diligently attend to the business of him, the said C. D., and those here
after to claim through or under him, according to the full force, true intent and meaning of
a certain statute passed in and by the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, in the third and fourth years of the reign of His Majesty King William the
Fourth, intituled,‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for
romoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons

Pitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves,’ and according to the full force and effect,
true intent and meaning of, and subject to the several rules and regulations respectively
mentioned and contained in an Act of the legislature of this Colony, intituled, ‘ An Act,’
[here set out the title of this Act] and bearing date, &c. ; and it is hereby expressly declared
by the said A.B. as such special justice as aforesaid, that the term of the said apprentice-
ship of the said the child ofthe said is to be and continue from
henceforth until the day of which will be in the year one thousand, &c.
when the said will attain his age of years, and no longer: provided

_ nevertheless, thatnothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent
the said C..D., or those hereafter to claim through or under him, from voluntarily discharg-
ing the said from his said apprenticeship at any time before the expiration of
the said term, in manner and form hereinbefore limited for the said apprenticeship, nor to
prevent the said or any person on his behalf from purchasing his discharge from
the said apprenticeshi , according to the said statute of the third and fourth of William the
Fourth, and the said Act of the day of in the case of other apprenticed
labourers; and in consideration of such apprenticeship, and all benefit and advantage inci-
dent thereto, and of all and all manner of interest, profit or advantage, claim and demand to
be had, gotten or derived therefrom, and of the services, obedience and duty of the said

he the said C. D. doth hereby for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators,
covenant, promise and agree with and to the said A. B., as such special justice as aforesaid
and his successors in office for the time being, in manner following ; that is to say, that the
said C. D. his heirs and assigns, or those hereafter to claim through or under him, shall and
will during the continuance of the said apprenticeship of the said well and truly
and punctually find, provide and supply, at the costs and charges of him the said C. D., and
of those hereafter to claim through or under him, to and for the said as such

apprenticed labourer, such amount, quantity and quality offood, clothing, lodging,
medicines, medical attendance and such other maintenance and allowances as are in and by
the said Act of the day of expressly required and expressed; and also
shall and will afford, grant and allow reasonable and sufficient time, and every fit and ade~
uate opportunity for the moral and religious instruction and education of the said
uring the continuance ofthe said apprenticeship term. In witness,” &c.

84. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no apprenticed
labourer during such the time of his apprenticeship as aforesaid, shall be qualified to serve
in the militia of this Island, or be compelled or competent to hold any office civil or military
in this Island, in the service of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, or possess or enjoy
any political franchise within the said Island, nor shall any apprenticed labourer be liable to
be arrested or taken in execution or detained in prison, or in any other confinement upon an
process issuing out of any court of law of this Island in any civil action against any suc
apprenticed labourer, or in any civil proceeding depending in any such court to which any
apprenticed labourer may be a party, any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing: provided always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt any
apprenticed labourer from serving jn any civil or military capacity when called upon so to
do by orders ofthe Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island
in the event of invasion, rebellion, or any public disturbance, or to serve as a constable on
the estate to which he or they may be attached when appointed so to do by the said special
justice, according to the provisions in the 60th clause of this Act.

85. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that for the purposes
of this present Act the word employer shall be deemed to comprehend, and be a sufficient
legal description of the person having the chief superintendence for the time being of the
labour of any apprenticed labourers, whether such person having the superintendence for the
time being as aforesaid, shall be the master, agent, attorney, manager, overseer or director
of such apprenticed labourer.

86. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that whenever this Act
hath used words importing the singular number or the masculine gender only, it shall be
understood to include several matters as well as one matter, and several persons as well as
one person, and females as well as males, unless it be otherwise specially provided, or there
be something in the subject or context repugnant to such construction.

_ 87. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that within the mean-
ing and for the purposes of this Act, eve rson who for the time being shall be in the
wich administration of the governmentofthis Colony shall be taken to be the Governor
lereof.
2738.—Il, se. And
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.88. And be it, and it is hereb enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or
persons shall-wilfully swear falsely touching any of the matters or things required by this
Act, or if any person shall procure any other person or pe.sous to make such false oath, then
and. in thosecases suchpersonor persons sh | be liable to the pains and penalties to which

rsons are subject for the offenceof wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornati f peri

y the common or statute law ofEngland. Pr pesy on of perjury,

89. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in default of pay-
ment of any fine imposed upon any employer by this Act, the same shall be recovered and
levied on the goods and chattels of the defaulter by warrant of distress under the hand and
seal of the special justice of the district in which such fine may be incurred, and when not
otherwise directed shall be paid into the public treasury for the uses of the Colony.

90. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this Act or any
thing herein contained shall not come into operation, or be of any force or effect until His
Majesty’s pleasure therein shall be duly signified and proclaimed in this Colony.

 

Tobago. — No, 51.—

AN ACT to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to carry into effect the Provisions of the

Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Abolition

of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the Industry of the manu-

mitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the services of
such Slaves ;” and to repeal certain Clauses of an Act, commonly called “ the Slave
Act,” passed on or about the 15th day ofAugust 1829; and to substitute other Clauses
in this Act in lieu thereof.—(Passed29 May 1834.)

Waerzas by an Act of the Legislature of this Island, intituled, “ An Act to carry into.

effect the Provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland,
intituled, “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for pro-

moting the {ndustry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto

entitled to the services ofsuch Slaves,’” passed on or about the 2d day of May now last past,
it was by the 90th clause thereof enacted, that the effect and operation ofthe said Act should
be suspended until His Majesty should declare and make known his royalpleasure and assent

thereto: And whereas his Excellency Major-General Sir Lionel Smith, Governor and
Commander-in-Chiefin and over the said Island, has been pleased to observe, that the pro-

visions in the said Bill are so closely in accordance with the Act of the British Legislature,
that there appeared scarcely any object in ‘retaining the said clause, and has therefore sug-

gested to the Legislature the advantage of expunging the same, so as to allow the Act to

come into operation on the 1st day ofAugust next, even if His Majesty’s confirmation should

not be by that time received: And whereas the Legislature of is island are desirous of
complying with the suggestion of his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief: And whereas it is

expedient that the power of inflicting punishment of slaves should be wholly transferred to

the magistracy of the said Island; We therefore, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal

subjects, his Excellency Major-General Henry Charles Darling, Lieutenant-Governor in

and over the Island of Tobago and its dependencies, the Council and General Assembly of

‘the same, do humbly pray your most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it,

and it is hereby enacted, + the authority aforesaid, that the said 90th clause of the

above-recited Act shall beand the same is hereby repealed, and that in lieu thereof the said

recited Act shall commence and have operation and effect from and after the Ist day of

August in the present year, any thing therein contained to the contrary hereof in anywise

notwithstanding.

2. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that 250 copies of the

said recited Act shall be printed at the public expense, for the use of the Legislature, the

courts of law, and for distribution to the public.

8. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the 20th and

21st clauses of the before-recited Act, commonly called “the Slave Act,” shall be and they

are hereby totally abrogated and annulled; and from and after the Ist day ofJune now next

ensuing, it shall not be lawful for any owner, renter, possessor or employer, or person or:

rsonsin charge of any slave or slaves in this Island, to punish any such slave or slaves for

any offence by him or her committed, by the whipping, beating or imprisonment of his or her

person, or by any other personal or other correction or punishment whatever, under the penalty

of 51. for each and every offence; which said penalty shall be recovered on the oath of one

or more credible witnesses before any two justices of the peace of the said Island, who shall

be and are hereby authorized to issue a‘ warrant, under their hands and seals, for levying

the same, which fine shall be paid into the public treasury for the public uses of the Colony;

anything in any law, usage or custom in this Colony to the contrary hereof notwithstanding.

4. And whereas it is necessary that regulations should beprovided for the maintenance

of good order and discipline among such slave or slaves, and for the prevention and punish-

ment of indolence or the neglect or improper performance of work by any such slave or slaves,

and for the prevention and punishment of insolence and insubordination on the part of such
. : eiave
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slave or slaves towards their owners, masters or employers; Be it, and it is hereby enacted, TOBAGO,
by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the Ist day of June now next ensuing,
that whenever any slave or slaves shall be guilty of any or either of the aforesaid offences, | Appendix (B.)
he or they shall be carried before two of the next nearestjustices assigned to keep the peace
in the said Island, who shall proceed to hear and determine the same in a summary manner Such punishment not
on oath, and shall, on conviction thereof, award and sentence such slave or slaves to such %.®%ed30days’ im-

. -s . . . risonment with or

punishment, by whip ing, imprisonment andhard labour, as they shall think the nature of the without hard labour, or
case deserves: providedalwaye, that such punishment shall not exceed thirty days’ imprison- 39 stripes. .
ment, with or without hard labour, or thirty-nine stripes: provided always, that nothing Not to prevent keeping
herein contained shall be construed to prevent any person or persons from keeping in confine until his casecanbe
ment any slave or slaves who may have committed any of the offences hereinbefore enume- *djudicated.
rated, until his or her case can be adjudicated by such justices aforesaid.

  

 

—No. §2.—

Tobago. No. 52.

« AN ACT to establish certain Ruls and Regulations for the Classification of those Persons
hereafter to become Apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining to which Class they
shall respectively belong.”—(Passed 15 July 1834).

Wuereas by an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, Preamble.
’ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the

Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to
the services of such Slaves,” passed on or about the 28th day of August now last past, it is
amongst other things enacted, that all persons who should by force and virtue of the said
recited Act become apprenticed labourers, should, for the purposes therein mentioned, be
divided into three distinct classes, and that such division shouldbe carried into effect in such
manner and form, and subject to such rules and regulations, as should for that purpose be
established under such authority, and in and by such acts of assembly, ordinances, or orders
in Council, as thereinafter mentioned: And whereas it is desirable that the necessary rules
and regulations for the classification of the said apprenticed labourers should be established
by the legislature of this Colony;

We therefore, Your Majesty’s most dutiful loyal subjects, his Excellency Major-General
Henry Charles Darling, Lieutenant-Governor in and over the Island of Tobago and its
dependencies, the Council and General Assembly of the same, do humbly pray Your most
Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted, Andbe it, and it is hereby enacted, by the said
Lieutenant-Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the said Council and General .
Assembly of the same, in Session assembled, and by the authority of the same, That all Al personscosng
persons who by force and virtue of the said recited Act, or of any Acts of the Legislature of gustto be styled ap-
this Island, shall, on the 1st day of August now ensuing, cease to be slaves, and be freed prenticed labourers,
and discharged of and from the obligations of slavery, shall be called and styled apprenticed sodto be divide into
labourers, and shall be divided into three distinct classes: the first of such class to consist Firt claseto beealled
of predial apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who predial attached.
in their state of slavery are now employed or worked upon any plantation or plantations in
this Colony belonging to persons entitled to their services; the second of such classes to Second class to be called
consist of predial apprenticed labourers not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons Pretialunattached.
who, in their state of slavery, are employed or worked in agricultural labour upon any
plantaticn or land in this Colony not belonging to persons entitled to their services; andthe __
third of such classes to consist of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and comprising all Third clase tobecalled
apprenticed labourers not included within either of the two preceding classes: Provided Noapprenticed laborer

ways, that no person of the age of twelve years and upwards shall be included in either of of the age of 12 years
the said two classes of preedial apprenticed labourers, unless such person shall for twelve andupwardstobee
calendar months at least next before the passing of the said recited Act have been habitually two firetclossea, unless
employed or worked uponany suchplantation or lands aa aforesaid: And provided always, employedon plantation
that no person or persons who shall become freed and discharged of and from the obliga- ° 4nd 12 month prior
tions of slavery by force and virtue of the third clause of the said recited Act ofthe Imperial saia Ae ad
Parliament, or by the first clause of the Act of the Legislature ofthis Island, intituled, ‘‘ An No person being released
Act to carry into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain %™Saveryby the third
and Ireland, intituled, ‘An et for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, Act, or bythe firet clause
for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons of the Act of the Legie-
hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves,’ ” shall be so styledapprenticed labourers, or ture,tebecalledap-
be included in either of the said three clauses. Prenticed labourers,

2. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that on the first day of Ant persons entitled to
August now next ensuing, or within thirty days thereafter, every person entitled to the ser- the servicesof any ap-
vices of any apprenticed labourer in this Island, or in the event of his being absent from this Pr™gcm wbareton the
Island, then the acting attorney, manager, or other representative of such person orpersons, within $0 days after, to
shall respectively make out and deliver on oath to the person now officiating as registrar of make a return on oath
slaves for this Island, a schedule or list in writing, subscribed by him, her or them, con- peanaS
taining a true and correct list of the names of all apprenticed labourers in his or her service the number he, ehe or
or employ, being of the age of six years or upwards; and shall specify in such schedule or they may pomess,
list the ordinary occupation or employment of such apprenticed labourers, and shall distin-
guish, inreference to each ofsuch apprenticed labourer therein mentioned, to which of the

278.— . said
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said foregoing classes he, she or they respectively belong; and: public notice shall begiven
by the said registrar, in such manner as to him shall seem most effectual, of the time and
place of giving in the said return; and for the better ascertaining the proper form of such
schedule or list as is hereby required to be made, so that no person may pretend ignorance
thereof, forms of such schedule or list are contained in the schedule to this Act annexed,
marked (A.) and (B.), to which all persons are required, as far as shall be foundpracticable,
to conform; and printed blank copies of the said forms shall accordingly be provided at the
public expense by the said registrar, and delivered, gratis, to all persons applying for the same,

3. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every person making
and subscribing such schedule or list, shall personally deliver the same to the registrar, and
shall at the same time take the following oath, which the said registrar is hereby empowered
to administer ; (to wit)

“ I, A.B., do solemnly swear, that the contents of the schedule or list now by me deli-
vered are true, and that the same contains, to the best of my knowledge and belief, a true
and correct account of the usual occupation and employment of each of the apprenticed
labourers therein mentioned and set forth. So help me God.” -

4. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if the said registrar
shall see cause to doubt the correctness of the said schedule or list, he shall give notice
thereof in writing to the party or parties making and delivering such schedule or list, and
require him, her or them to appear before him the said registrar at his office in Scarborough,
and at such time as he may thereby appoint, to substantiate the accuracy ofsuch schedule or
list;and the person or persons to which such notice shall be addressed and given, shall at
the time and place therein named attend before the said registrar, and if required shall
bring with him any apprenticed labourer respecting whom such doubt as aforesaid may have
arisen; and the said registrar shall then proceed to examine on oath if necessary (which oath
he the said registrar is hereb empowered|to administer), the person and persons making and
delivering such schedule or list, and the apprenticed labourer respecting whom such doubt
as aforesaid has arisen; and any witness and witnesses who may be adduced by either party
respecting the truth of such schedule or list, and shall, if necessary, adjourn such examina-
tion froma time to time and place to place as he shall think fit; and the said registrar, after
due examination, shall either confirm or correct any such schedule or list as he may see fit,
giving notice thereof in writing to the parties making and delivering such schedule or list,
and to the apprenticed labourer respectively, regarding whom such doubt has arisen of such
his decision thereon.

5. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if either the party or
parties making and delivering such schedule or lists, or the apprenticed labourer or appren=
ticed labourers to whom it may refer, shall be dissatisfied with the decision of the said regis-
trar, such party or parties shall and may on his, her or their behalf, and any other person or
persons shall and may on behalf of such apprenticed labourer or apprenticed labourers appl
y petition to the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chiefof the said Island,

setting forth the nature of such decision of the said registrar, and objection or objections
thereto, and praying relief in the premises; and the said Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or
Commander-n-Chist in Council, by and with the advice of his Council, shall thereupon pro-
ceed in a summary manner to examine the matter of such petition, and, with the advice of
his Council, to make such order thereupon as shall seem just and proper; which order shall
be final and conclusive upon the parties.

6. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that as soon as any
such schedule or list shall have been duly made and received by the registrar, or as soon
as the same shall have been duly corrected as aforesaid, the same shall be by the said regis-
trar, his clerks or assistants, entered and copied in a fair, distinct and legible manner, ina
book or set of books to be by the said registrar provided and kept for that purpose.

7. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that whenever any
question shall arise respecting the class to which such epprenticed labourer belongs, the
certificate of such registrar, by him subscribed, and the copies and extracts from the said
books of the registration of such apprenticed labourer shall be received and taken as con-
clusive evidence of the matter so certified, and the said registrar shall be entitled to demand
and receive for every such certified copy or extract the sum of 1s. 6d. sterling, if the said
copy or extract shall not exceed orrelate to above the number of 20 apprenticed labourers
additional, and every person or persons shall have free access to the said office to examine
the said schedules or lists, and the book or books of registry in the said office, on paying
the registrar 4s. sterling for every search.

8. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or
rsons shall wilfully neglect and refuse to make end deliver such schedule or list required
y this Act, or in making any such schedule or list, shall wilfully neglect and omit to return

in such schedule or list the name of any apprenticed labourer or labourers, which by this
Act they are required to return, or if any person or persons shall wilfully neglect or refuse
to attend the said registrar to substantiate any such schedule or list, when summoned by
him for that purpose, he, she or they shall forfeit for every such apprenticed labourer, 80
wilfully neglected or omitted as aforesaid, and for every such wilful neglect to attend as

uses
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uses of the Colony, which said penalty shall be levied by warrant under the hand and seal
_of the said registrar, directed to the provost marshal of the said Island, or his lawful
deputy, in the nature of an execution issuing out of the court of Common Pleas of the said
Island, who is hereby required to execute the same at any time of the year; and it shall
and may be lawful for the said registrar, in the event of the wilful absence of any such per-
son or persons, after having been duly summoned as aforesaid, to proceed and decide any
such question that may arise respectmmg the correctness of any such schedule or list so
to be made and delivered, as though the party or parties had attended before him.

9. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person enti-
tled to the services of any apprenticed labourer within this Colony shall have omitted to
make his, her or their return within the time hereinbefore for that purpose limited ; and if such
person entitled to the services of any apprenticed labourer shall, within six months next after
the expiration of the period aforesaid, apply to the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Com-
mander-in-Chief of the said Island in Council, and make it appear to his satisfaction that such
omission was not wilful, but arose from accident or some unavoidable impediment from the
neglect of somePerson or persons, other than the true and absolute owner, planter or pos-
sessor of the said slave or slaves, and shall then produce his, her or their schedule or list,
and make oath before the said Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief in
Council, of the correctness of the same, :t shall and may be lawful for the said Governor,
Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief in Council, to make an order in writing, by
him subscribed, and addressed to the saidregistrar, commanding him tg receive and register
any such schedule or list, as if the same had been delivered in due time, which order the
said registrar is hereby required to obey.

10. And whereas upon the said Ist day of August now next ensuing, when slavery is to
cease in this Island, the office of registrar of slaves will cease to exist, unless continued for
a certain time for the purposes ofthis Act; Be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted, by the
authority aforesaid, that upon, from and after the said 1st day of August now next ensuing,
the person who, on the 31st day of July, shall be the registrar of slaves within this Colony,
shall, at the like rate of salary he now enjoys, continue to hold the office of registrar, for
the purposes of receiving such transcripts as aforesaid, and of entering the same into such
books as aforesaid, and for other the pu: 8 hereinbefore required, until the 1st day of
August, which will be in the year 1835, and no longer.

11. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authori
persons taking any oathrequired by this Act shall swear falsely, or if any person shall pro-
cure any other person or persons to make such false oath, then and in those cases such
person or persons shall be liable to the pains and penalties to which persons are subject
for the offence of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury, by the common
or statute law of England.

12. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after
the 1st day of August in the present year 1834, the Act, intituled, “An Act to establish a
Public Registry of all Slaves in the Colony of Tobago,” and passed on or about the 8th
day of February 1817; and also an Act, intituled, “ An Act to amend an Act, intituled, ‘ Arr
Act toestablisb a Public Reyistry ofall Slaves in the Colony of Tobago,’” and passed on
or about the 4th August 1818, shall be and the same are hereby respectively repealed, abro-
gated and annulled.

18, And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this Act shall
commence and come into operation on the first day of August now next ensuing.

14. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that 250 copies of
this Act be printed at the pnblic expense, for the use of the Legislature and the public.

aforesaid, that if any person or

 

SCHEDULE (A.)
Tobago, 1st August 1834.

Tue Return of A. B. for the Plantation of C. D., inthe parish of Saint >
for the total number of all Apprenticed Labourers of the age of six years and upwards,
usually worked or employed thereon or attached thereto.
 

 

 

    
 

NAMES.

Employment. Praedial Attached, REMARKS.
Males. Females,

Sworn before me, this day ofAugust 1834,
to be a true and distinct account, according to the (signed) A.B.
Act in such case made and provided.

(signed) i. Y., Registrar.
978.—IL SCHEDULE

969

Same to be levied by
warrant to be directed
to provost marshal.

Registrar to decide any
question when parties
summoned do not
appear.

Persons omitting to
make return withia the
time limited, to apply
to Governor or Lieute-
nant-Governor in Couns
eil within six months
after the time limited.

Governor or Lieutenant-
Governor in Council to
allow persons to make
return as. of due date,
and registrar to re-
ceive the same.

Person acting ap regis-
trar of slaves, on 3ist
July 1834, to continue
for the space of one
year from that date.

Persons eweari
falsely, how punishable.

Act for the registering
of slaves, passed in 1817,

and amended Act,
passed in 1818, repealed.

Act to come into opera-
tion Ist August 1834,

250 copies to be printed
for the use of the
public.



970

TOBAGO..

Appendix (B.)

Colonial Laws,
No. 52.
=a
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Preamble.
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SCHEDULE (B.)
Tobago, ist August 1834,

Tax Return of A. B., of the town of, or of the parish of C..D., of the total number of
all predial unattached Labourers, or non-predial Labourers, of the age of six years and
upwards [as the case may be] to whose services he, she or they may be entitled {as the
same may be.]
 

NAMES.

 

Employment. | Predial attached. Non-Predial. REMARKS,

Males, Females,
 

     
Sworn to before me, this day of August 1834,

to be a true and distinct account, according to theAct}
in such case made and provided.

(signed) HT. Y., Registrar.

(signed) A.B.

 

Tobago. —No. 53.—
AN ACT to authorize the temporary appointment of Special Magistrates, for the purpose

of giving effect to the Provisions of an Act of the Legislature of this Island, intituled,
“ An Act to carry into effect the Provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of
Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, «An Act for the Abolition o Slavery throughout
the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the manumiited Slaves, and for
compensating thePersons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves :’”"—(Passed
29 July 1834.)
Wuenras by an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland,intituled,

“An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the
Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to
the services of such Slaves,” it is amongst other things enacted, that it should andmight
be lawful to His Majesty to issue, or to authorize the Governor of any such Colony, in the
name and on the behalfof His Majesty, to issue under the public seal of any such Colony, one
or more special commission or commissions to any one or more person or persons, constituting
him or thema justice or justices of the peace for the whole of any such Colony, or for any
parish, precinct, quarter or other district within the same, for the special purpose of giving
effect to that present Act, and to any laws which might, in manner thereinaftermentioned,
be made for giving more complete effect to the same: And whereas by the forty-fourth clause
of an Act of the Legislature ofthis Island, intituled, “ An Act to carry into effect the Pro-
visions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, ‘ An Act
for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of
the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto entitled to the services of
such Slaves,’” it is enacted, that this Island should, for the purposes ofthat Act, be divided
into two or more districts, the respective extents and limits whereof should be fixed by the
Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island, by andwith the
advice of His Majesty's Privy Council of the same; and the Governor, Licutenant-Governor
or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island should appoint to each of the said districts one
of the special justices, to be constituted under and yy virtue of the said recited Act of the
Imperial Parlianient, which said justice should reside within the district to which he should
be appointed, unless when prevented by sickness or other reasonable cause, to be allowed of
by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Commander-in-Chief of the said Island:And
whereas his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of this Island has not yet received any noti-
fication of the appointment of any special magistrates for this Island, nor has his Excellency
been authorized to issue a special commission to any person or persons in this Island, for the
special purpose of giving effect to the said recited Acts: And whereas it isabsolutely expe,
dient and necessary, as well to secure the peace and tranquillity of the Island as to give ull
and ample effect to the provisions of the said recited Acts, that some persons inthe-said
Island should be temporarily appointed to perform the duties attached to the situation of
special magistrate :
And whereas doubts have arisen whether his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor can

legally make any such appointments, and in order to remove such doubts, we, your
Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, his Excellency Major-General Henry Charles
Darling, Lieutenant-Governor in and over the Island of Tobago and its dependencies, the
Council and General Assembly of the same, do humbly pray your most Excellent Majesty
that it may ve enacted; And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the said Lieutenant-Governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the said Council ‘and General Assembly, inSession
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that from and immediately after the passing
of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of this

Island,
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Island, in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, to issue under'the public seal of this
Island, one or more special commission or commissions to any one or more person or persons
in the said Island, constituting him or them, until the arrival of the persons nominated or to
be nominated special justices as aforesaid, a justice or justices of the peace for the whole of
the said Island, or for any parish, precinct, quarter or other district within the said Island,
for the special purpose of giving eftect to the provisions of the before-mentioned Acts of the
Imperial Parliament, and of the Legislature of this Island, and to any laws which may
hereafter be passed for giving more complete effect to the said Acts respectively.

2. And be it, and it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every person
to or in favour of whom any such commission may be issued, shall, by force and virtue
thereof, and without any other qualification, be competent to act as a justice of the peace
within the limits prescribed by such his commission, for such special purpose as aforesaid,
and shall have, exercise and enjoy the same powers, privileges and authorities as he or they Porem®
could or might have exercised and enjoyed had he or they been appointed under the imme-
diate authority of His Majesty, under and by virtue of the said Acts of the Imperial Par-
liament, and of the Legislature of this Island; any thing in the said Acts, or either of them,
to the contrary hereof in anywise notwithstanding.

3. And be it, and it is hereby further enacted, bythe authority aforesaid, that the said com-
mission or commissions, 80 to be issued es aforesaid, shall endure and continue during the
pleasure of His Majesty, and no longer.

 

TRINIDAD.
 

Trinidad. —No, 54.—
AN ORDINANCE, enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor of Trinidad, with the advice
and consent of the Council of Government thereof, for the purpose of carrying into
effect the division of Apprenticed Labourers into classes, as prescribed and required by
an Act of the Imperial Parliament, passed on the 28th ofAugust 1833, for the Abolition
of Slavery throughout the British Colonies.

(u. 8.) G. F. HILL. .
Wuereas by an Act passed in the 3d_and 4th years of His Majesty King William the

Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for
promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto
entitled to the services of such Slaves,” it was among other things enacted, that from and
after the Ist day of August 1834, all persons who in conformity with the laws then in force
in His Majesty's Colonies respectively, should on or before the ist da August 1834 have
been duly registered as slaves in any such Colony, and who on the aid ist day of August
1834 should be actually within any such Colony, and who should by such registriés appear
to be on the said 1st day of August 1834 of the full age of six years or upwards, should b
force and virtue of the said Act, become and be apprenticed labourers, and that all suc
apprenticed labourers should be divided into three classes, the first of such classes consistin
of predial apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who, in their
state of slavery, were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial
produce, or otherwise upon lands belonging to their owners; the second of such classes con-
sisting of predial apprenticed labourers not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons
who, in their state of slavery, were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of
colonial produce, or otherwise upon lands not belonging to their owners; and the third of
such classes consisting of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed
Jabourers not included within either of the two preceding classes; and that such division
should be carried into effect in such manner and form, and subject to such rules and regula-
tions, as should by any Ordinance or Order in Council for that purpose be established and
made.

1. Be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by his Excellency theRight honour-
able Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, baronet, colonel oftheLondonderry regiment ofmilitia,Lieute-
nant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the said Island and its dependencies, by deliver
and with the advice and consent of the Council ofGovernment thereof, and by the authority
of the same, that for the purposes aforesaid every person who shall at any time between the
1st and the 31st day of January 1834, be resident in the said Island, and who shall be in
possession of anyplantation slave or slaves within the said Island or its dependencies, whe-
ther as proprietor, mortgagee, trustee or receiver, manager or attorney, whatever their title
trust or interest therein may be, or who then shall own or possess any slave or slaves what-
soever within the said Island orits dependencies, whatever his or her tenure of or title to
the same may be, shall respectively make and deliver upon oath to the registrar ofslaves of the
said Island, at his office in the town of Port of Spain, true and correct lists or returns in
writing and in duplicate in the form hereto annexed, marked (A.), subscribed by him, her
or them, containing the registered names of each and every slave in his, her or their posses-
sion, or underhis, her or their control, management or direction, at the time of delivering
such list or return; and such person or persons shall distinguish in such lists or returns to
which of the before-described classes each slave when an apprenticed labourer will belong,
and for this purpose shall place against and opposite to the name of each preedialattached

278.—II. slave

971

missionor conmimsions
to apy one or more per-
son or persons in this
Island, to act as special
magistrates until the
arrival oftheperson or
persons appointed by
His Majesty.

Every person to whom
such commission may
be igsued, to act as a jus-
tice, shall have, exercise
and enjoy the same

and authorities
as he or they could or
might under the imme-
diate authority of His
Majesty.

Commission so issued to
continue during the
pleasureofHisMajesty.

TRINIDAD.

No.54.

3 & 4Wal. IV. cap. 73.

Everyownerofslaves
shall,betweenthe Ist
and 3lst January 1834,

iver upon cathtothe
registrarofslavesare-
turninduplicate, inthe
formannexed,ofall
slavesinhispossession,
distinguishing insuch
returntowhichclass
eachslave,whenanap-
prenticedlabourer,will
belong, andshallplace
oppositetothenameof
eachpreedial attached —
slave,P.A.; ofeach
preedial unattached,
P. U.; andofeach
non-predielslave,N.P.



972

TRINIDAD.

Every person making
such return to take the
following oath:

Form of oath.

Registrar to compare re-
turns, and if in any case
he shall see cause to doubt
the accuracy of the re-
turn, to appoint a time
.and place at which the
owner shall attend him
to substantiate the accu
racy of such return.

Registrar to examine the
owner and the slave and
witnesses, and to confirm
or correct such return,
giving notice to the owner
and the slave of such hisleciai

Either party, if dissatis.
fied with the registrar's
decison, may apply to
Judge of Court of First
Tastance by petition, and
the Judge shall hear and

determine.

Judges of the Court of
First Tostance to make
allnecessaryrules.

When return confirmed
of corrected, registrar to
affix in thebook of regis-
‘try; to the name of each
priedial attached, the let-
ters P.A.; of each pra-
dial unattached, the let-
ters P. U.; and of each
non-preedial, N. P.

When entries made in

booksofregistry,registrar
tosubscribelistswithhis
name, to retain one of

. suchliststobe deposited
among the Records of
the Court of First In-
stance,andtoreturnthe
other to the Person
makingsuchlists.

Whenregistrycorrected,
registrar to verify the-
cerrectnesa thereof te-
fore the Governer.

438 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

slave the letters P. A., of each preedial unattached slave the letters P. U., and of 7
predial slave the letters N. P. P , ofeach non

2. And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every person making or
subscribing such returns or lists shall personally deliver the same either to the saidregistrar
or to some other person that shall byvim be appointed and deputed to receive such lists or
returns, and shall at the same time take the following oath, which the said registrar, or any
person to be by him appointed and deputed as aforesaid, is hereby empowered and required to
administer; (that is to say)

“I, A. B, [name the deponent] do solemnly swear, that the list or return now by me de-
livered confains, asI verily believe, a just, true and full account of the names and
numbers of all the slaves nowattached or belonging to or worked upon the plantation
therein named [or belonging to the owner or owners therein named,| and I do further
swear that the slavesthergin named are now alive, and that the letters set Opposite
and against the respective names of the said slaves denote the class to which each
individual belongs, and that the distinctions therein made of all slaves above the age
of twelve years correspond with the occupations usually pursued for twelvemonths

’ next preceding the 28th day of August 1833 by each slave therein named, and that
the said list or return is made by me according to the best of my knowledge and belief
truly and without fraud, deceit or evasion. So help me God.”

And any person who shall be convicted ofswearing falsely shall incur and suffer such punish-
ment as by the laws in force in this Colony may be inflicted on any person guilty ofwilful and
corrupt perjury.

3. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the said registrar, on the re-
ceipt of such lists or returns, shall proceed to correct the same, and shall carefully compare
such lists or returns with the former registries of the slaves named therein; and in case the
registrar shall see cause to doubt the accuracy of any such return or list, he shall-and he is
hereby authorized to appoint a time and place, and to require the owner or owners or other
party or parties making any &uch return or list to attend before him to substantiate the accu-
racy ofsuch return or list; and at the time and place so tobe appointed, the person to whom
such notice as aforesaid shall be given and addressed, shall attend before the said registrar,
and, if required, shall produce any slave respecting whom any such doubt may have arisen,
and thereupon the said registrar shall proceed without delay to examine on oath the person
making such list or return, and the slave respecting whom any doubt has arisen, and any
witnesses who may be adduced on either side, respecting the truth of such return or list;
and the said registrar may adjourn such examination from time to time ; and the said
registrar shall and he is hereby authorized to confirm or to correct such return or list as to
him shall seem fit, giving notice thereof to the party making such return, and to the slaves,
respectively, of such his decision. °

4. And it is hereby further enacted, ‘by the authority aforesaid, that in case the y
making such return, or the slave or slaves to whom it may refer, shall be dissatisfied with the
decision of the registrar, such may on his ownbehalf, and the registrar may on the
behalf of such slave, apply to the chief, or any other judge of the Court of First Instance of
Civil Jurisdiction in such Colony, by petition, setting forth the nature of such decision and
the objections thereto, and the judge to whom any such petition may be preferred shall pro-
ceed in a summary way to hear and to decide upon the same, and his decision shallbefinal
and conclusive.

5. And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the judges of the said
court ofFirst Instance ofCivil Jurisdiction shall, and they are hereby authorized to make and
establish all necessary rules for regulating the proceedings upon every such petition as=
aforesaid, in the manner which may be most conducive to method, punctuality and
despatch. ,

6. And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that when and so soon as
any return or list shall be confirmed or corrected by virtue of the proceedings aforesaid, it
shall be the duty of the registrar of slaves to affix or to cause to be affixed in the books of
slave registry, to the entry of the name of each slave duly returned for registration in the
ear 1834,the initials or letters corresponding to the class to which each slave shall by such
ist or return appear to belong; that is to say, there shall be affixed to the entry of the name
of each predial attached slave, the letters P. A.; of each predial unattached slave, the
letters P. U.; and of each non-predial slave, the letters N. p.

7. And it is hereby further enacted, that so soon as such entries as aforesaid shall have
been duly made in the said books of registry, and shall have been duly comparedby and
corrected with the said lists, the registrar shall and he is hereby required to subscribe such
lists with his name, and to retain one of such lists to be deposited among the records of the
Court of First Instance of Civil Jurisdiction, and the other list shall be given and returned
to any person or persons making such lists or returns.

8. And it is hereby further enacted, that when the slave registry shall have been 80 cor-
rected as aforesaid, the registrar shall verify upon oath before the Governor for the time being
that he has duly and accurately compared the several lists and returns made into his office,
under the provisions of this Ordinance, with the books of registry in his office, and thatthe

sai
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said books of registry contain a true and faithful record cf all those matters and things re-
quiredby this Ordinance to be done and performed, according to the best of his‘knowledge
and belief.

9. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that on or before the 31st
day of July 1834, the slave registry so corrected as aforesaid shall be deposited amongst the
records of the Court of First Instance of Civil Jurisdiction, and in case at any time any
question shall arise respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs, such cor-
rected registry; or an extract thereof, duly certified by the escribano or registrar of the said
‘court, who is hereby authorized to make and grant the same, shall be taken as conclusive
evidence of the class to which such apprenticed labourer belongs; and the escribano or
registrar shall be entitled to demand and have the following fees; that is to say, for each and
every certificate so granted by him as aforesaid, which shall contain any number of names
from one to ten inclusive, the sum of 4s, 4d. sterling, and 23d. sterling for every additional
name above ten.

10. And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any person who shall
neglect or omit to make and deliver the list or return before mentioned, or to take and subscribe
the oath hereinbefore set forth, or to attend the registrar, whether as party or witness, when (;
summoned by him for any of the purposes herein mentioned, shall incur aPenalty of not
more than 102, nor less than 208.; and in the event of the wilful absence of any party, it
shall be lawful for the registrar to ptoceed and to decide any such question as though such
party had attended before him,

11. And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all fines or penalties
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1834, registry to be de-
posited among the Re-
cords of the Court of
First Instance, and when
any question shall arise

ing the clase to
which any apprenticed
labourer belongs, such —
registry shall be taken
as conclusive evidence of

which shall be incurred under this Ordinance shall be sued for and recovered in the Court of under this Ordinanceto
Complaints of this Island, and that the whole amount of such penalties shall accrue to and
be for the use of His Majesty.

Passed in Councilthis24th day of December 1833.

Philip D. Souper, Colonial Secretary.
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NAMES. SURNAMES, DESCRIPTION.

Family of Manning: <0
John, - - -| Manning, - -| P. Uz ) re:
William, - - | Manning,- - | P A. 58
Peggy, - + Manning, -  - N. P. peo

sam
Family ofUpton ss

Jack, - - - Upton, - P, A. gee
Alick, - - - Upton, - P, U. gst
Zabet, - -  - Upton, N. P. est

General List of Male Slaves : : o¢3
Tony, - - = Williams, - =- P. A. gu
Thomas, - + Jones, - = P. Uz °: 8
Henry, - Long, - - N. P. a's 4

General List of Female Slaves: 8 g3
Madlain, - - ) Harper, - - | N.P. S33
Jeanne, - Hanky, - - {| P.U. fe
Diana, - - Sampson. - =- P. U. / Eea

—No. 55.—

Cory of ORDER in COUNCIL, dated 5th June 1834, for giving effect in the Island of
Trinidad to the Statute 3d & 4th William the Fourth, c. 73., for the Abolition of
Slavery.

At the Court at St. James’s, the 5th day of June 1834:
Present, The King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Trinidad. .
Wuerzas by a certain Act of Parliament passed in the third and fourth year of His

Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
2738.—IL. 8 Colonies ;

berecoveredinCourt of
Complaints,andtobefor
theuseofHisMajesty.

No. 55.
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Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the
persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves,” it ig amongst other things recited,
that it is necessary that various rules and regulations should be framed.and established for
ascertaining, with reference to each apprenticed labourer within the said Colonies respec-
tively, whether he or she belongs to the class of attached predialapprenticed labourers,
or to the class of unattached apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-pradial appren-
ticed labourers, and for determining the manner and form in which and the solemnities with
which the voluntary discharge of any apprenticed labourer from such his or her appren-
ticeship may be effected, and for prescribing the form and manner in which and the
solemnities with which the purchase by any such apprenticed labourer or his or her dis~
charge from such apprenticeship without, or in opposition, if necessary, to, the consent of
the person or persons entitled to his or her services, shall be effected, and how the necess:
appraisement of the future value of such services shall be made, and how and to whom
the amount of such appraisement shall in each case be paid and applied, and in what man-
ner and form and by whom the discharge from any such apprenticeship shall thereupon be
given, executed and recorded: And that it is also necessary for the preservation of peace
throughout the said Colonies, that proper regulations should be framed and established for
the maintenance of order and good discipline amongst the said apprenticed labourers, and
for ensuring the punctual discharge of the services due by them to their respective em-
ployers, and for the prevention and punishment of indolence, or the neglect or improper
performanceof work by any such apprenticed labourer, and for enforcing the due per-
formance by any such apprenticed labourer of any contract into which he or she may
voluntarily enter for any hired service during the time in which he or she may not be bound
to labour for his or her employer, and for the prevention and punishment of insolence and
insubordination on the part of any such apprenticed labourers towards their employers, and
for the prevention or pupishment of vagrancy or of any conduct on the part of any such
apprenticed labourers injuring or tending to the injury of the property of any such employer,
and for the suppression and punishment of any riot or combined ‘tesistance of the laws on
the part of any such apprenticed labourers, and for preventing the escape of any such

_ apprenticed labourers, during their term of apprenticeship, from the Colonies to which they
may respectively belong: And that it will also be necessary for the protection of suc
apprenticed labourers as aforesaid that various regulations should be framed and established
in the said respective Colonies for securing punctuality and method in the supply to them of
such food, clothing, lodging, medicines, medical attendance and such other maintenance and
allowances as they are by the said Act declared entitled to receive, end for regulating the
amount and quality of all such articles in cases where the laws at present existing in any
such Colony may not in the case of slaves have made any regulation or any adequate
regulation for that purpose: And that it is also necessary that proper rules should be
established for the prevention and punishment of any frauds which might be practised, or
of any omissions or neglects which might occur,respecting the quantity or the quality of
the supplies so to be furnished, or respecting the periods for the delivery of the same: And
that it is necessary, in those cases in which the food ofany such predial apprenticed
labourers as aforesaid may either wholly or in part be raised by themselves by the culti-
vation of ground to be set apart and allotted for that purpose, that proper regulations should
be made and established as to the extent of such grounds, and as to the distance at which
such grounds may be so allotted from the ordinary place of abode of such predial appren-
ticed labourers, and respecting the deductions to be made from the Cultivation of such
prounds from the annual time during which such predial apprenticed labourers are herein-

fore declared liable to labour: And that it may also be necessary, by such regulations as_
aforesaid, to secure to the said predial apprenticed labourers the enjoyment for their own
benefit ofthat portion of their time during which they are not hereby required to labour in
the service of their respective employers, and for securing exactness in the computation of
the time during which such predial apprenticed labourers are hereby required to labour in
the service of such their respective employers; and that it is also necessary that provision
should be made for preventing the imposition of task-work on any such apprenticed labourer
without his or her free consent to undertake the same; but that it may be necessary by such
regulations in certain cases to require and provide for the acquiescence of the minority of
the predial apprenticed labourers attached to any plantation or estate in the distribution
and apportionment amongst the whole body of such labourers of any task-work which the
majority of such body shall be willing and desirous collectively to undertake: And that it
is also necessary that regulations should be made respecting any voluntary contracts into
which any apprenticed labourers may enter with their respective employers or with any
other person for hired service for any future period, and for limitingthe greatest period of
time to which such voluntary contract may extend, and for enforcing the punctual and
effectual performance of such voluntary contracts on the part both of such apprenticed
labourers and of the person or persons engaging for their employment and hire : And that it
is also necessary that regulations should be made for the prevention or punishment of any
cruelty, injustice or other wrong or injury which may be Aone to or inflicted upon any suc.
apprenticed labourers by the persons entitled to their services : And that it is also necessai

at proper regulations should be made respecting the manner and form in which suc
- indentures of apprenticeship as aforesaid shall he: made on behalf of such children as
aforesaid; and respecting the registry and preservation of all such indentures: And that it
is also necessary that provision should be made for ensuring promptitude and despatch, and

’ for preventing all unnecessary expense, in the discharge by the justices of the peace holding
special commissions as in the said Act mentioned of the jurisdiction andauthorities

thereby
suc



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 441

thereby committed to them, and for enabling such justices to decide in a summary way
such questions as may be brought before them in that capacity, and for the division of the
said respective Colonies into districts for the purposes of such jurisdiction, and for the fre-
quent and punctual visitation by such justices of the peace ofthe apprenticed labourers
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within such their respective districts: And that it is also necessary that regulations should Order in Council.
be made for indemnifying and protecting such justices of the peace in the upright execution
and discharge of their duties: And that such regulations as aforesaid could not without

eat inconvenience be made except by the respective Governors, Councils and Assemblies,
or other local legislatures of the said respective Colonies, or by His Majesty, with the
advice of His Privy Council, in reference to those Colonies to which the legislative
authority of His Majesty in Council extends; it is therefore enacted and declared in and
by the said Act, that nothing therein contained extends or shall be construed to extend to pre-
vent the enactment by the respective Governors, Councils and Assemblies, or by such other
local legislatures as aforesaid, or by His Majesty, with the advice of His Privy Council,
of any such Acts of GeneralAssembly, or Ordinances, or Orders in Council as may be
requisite for making and establishing such several rules and regulations as aforesaid, or any
of them, or for carrying the same or any of them into full and complete effect: Provided
nevertheless, and it is thereby enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any such Governor,
Council and Assembly, or for any such local legislature, or for His Majesty in Council, by
any such Acts of Assembly, Ordinances or Orders in Council as aforesaid, to make or
establish any enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order which shall be in anywise re-
pugnant or contradictory to the said recited Act or any part thereof, but that every such
enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order shall be and is thereby declared tobe ab-
solutely null and void and of no effect. .
Now, therefore, in pursuance of the said recited Act of Parliament, and for carrying the

same into effect within the Island of Trinidad, it is hereby ordered by His Majesty, by and
with the adyice of His Privy Council, that the several rules and regulations contained in
‘the twelve chapters hereunto subjoined and annexed, and which twelve chapters are and
‘shall be taken to be part of this present order, shall extend to and be in force within the
Island of Trinidad and the dependencies thereof, upon, from and after the 1st day-of
August in this present year 1834.
And the Right Hon. Thomas Spring Rice, one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of

State, is to give the necessary directions accordingly.
(signed) C. C. Greville.

 

Car. 1.—On the Judicial and Ministerial Agency to be employed.

1. The Colony of Trinidad shall be divided into not less than five judicial districts.
2. The Lieutenant-Governor shall by proclamation define, and, as occasion may require,

shall alter the limits of such districts. .
3. One special justice, at least, shall be appointed to each of the before-mentioned districts.
4, In each district shall be set apart one or more tract or tracts of land, which, with the

buildings to be erected thereon, shall be called the Police Settlement or Police Settlements
of the District.

5. Every such police settlement shall be established in the vicinity of as large a body as
may be of the population of the district.

- - 6, It shall be lawful for the special justice or special justices of each district to license in
such district places of safe custody and correction, situate at convenient distances from each
other.

7. The Lieutenant-Governor shall appropriate for the formation of the police settlements
any waste lands of the Crown which may be situate conveniently for that purpose; an din
districts where such Crown lands cannot he found, shall, by exchange or purchase, procure
the lands wanting for the pu .

8. At the first formationof any such police settlement, the members thereof, assisted by
such hired labourers as may be indispensable, shall be employed in the erection of tem-
porary buildings for their own occupation; such buildings to be hereafter superseded by
‘more permanent buildings, to be erected by the means subsequently mentioned. _

9. At each police settlement shall be erected a house of correction.
10. Until permanent police settlements shall be formed and the buildings requisite for

‘that purpose erected, it shall be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council, to procure and provide, by hire or otherwise, suitable
buildings to be occupied temporarily as police settlements.

11. At each police settlement shall also be established a penal gang, to be composed of
such persons as shall be condemned to imprisonment with hard labour.

12. Every such police settlement, place of safe custody and correction, shall be placed
under the general chargeof the s ial justices of the district, and under the immediate super-
intendence of a special justice of the district, to be selected by the Lieutenant-Governor for that
purpose, and who shall be called a superintending special justice, and shall reside thereat or
in the immediate vicinity thereof. .

13. Each police settlement shall consist of no less than one serjeant and five privates, all
being able-bodied men, between the ages of 20 and 50 years. : ; ;

14. The serjeant and privates of each police settlement shall be appointed by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, and shall be liable to be removed by him for bad conduct orinefficiency:
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15. The serjeants and privates shall be liable to be suspended from office by the Buper-
tending special justice or justices of the district, subject to the Lieutenant-Governor’s con
firmation or disallowance of such suspension.

16. In addition to the police force stationed at each police settlement, the superintending
special justice shall appoint and swear in such persons in their respective districts, as they
shall think fit, to act as constables. Nothing herein contained shall prevent an apprenticed
labourer from being appointed, sworn in, and acting as a constable.

17. The superintending special justices shall, once in each quarter, respectively make to
the Lieutenant-Governor a report ofthe effective strength and condition of the police force
at each settlement; and of the state of the buildings and provision grounds there, and of the
state and conduct of the prisoners confined therein.

18. The Lieutenant-Governor shall from time to time, by and with the advice of the
Legislative Council, frame and publish all necessary rules for the internal discipline of the
said police settlements, and of the said places of safe custody and correction; for the
clothing, arming, supporting and remunerating the serjeants and privates of the said police;
for remunerating the said constables; for securing the due performance, by the said police
and constables, of their respective duties ; for the employment of the penal gang and also
of the serjeants and privates of the said police when not engaged in police’ duties; for the
support of the prisoners in the said houses of correction and places of safe custody; fora
due separation of prisoners of different sexes; for the classification of prisoners; for their
rcligious instruction ; for the maintenance of cleanliness, order and sobriety amongst them;
and for the prevention and prompt punishment of any neglect or violation of such rules,
And all rules so framed and published shall be transmitted for His Majesty’s approbation,
and shall, until disallowed or altered, remain in full force.

19. It shall be the duty of the serjeant and the privates to carry into execution such orders
as they shall receive from the special justice for the prevention or repressing of crimes, and
for enforcing obedience to the law, and for inflicting such punishments as are hereby
authorized.
 

Cap. II.—On theprocedure to be observed by the Special Magistrates in the exercise of
their Jurisdiction.

1. Every superintending special justice shall reside within the district to which he is ap-
pointed, unless when prevented by sickness or other reasonable cause, to be allowed by the
ieutenant-Governor.
2. Every such superintending specialjustice shall one day in each week or oftener if need be,

at the place of his residence, hold a session for the hearing and deciding upon such cases
as may be brought before him.

3. Every plantation in each district upon which ten or more apprenticed labourers shall:
be employed shall be visited by a superintending or other special justice once in each
fortnight, or oftener if need be, who shall there take cognizance of such cases as may be
brought before him, whether such cases shall relate to apprenticed labourers employed on
that plantation or to any any other apprenticed labourers.

4, Every such special justice shall keep a journal of all the cases brought before him, in
which he shall enter, 1st, the date of the complaint; 2d, the name of the complainant ; 3d, the
substance of the complaint; 4th, the names of the witnesses adduced on either side; 5th,
the substance of the evidence; 6th, his decision on the case; 7th, whether the decision has
been carried into effect; 8th, any general remarks which he may think desirable.

5. All such journals shall be kept in one uniform manner, to be prescribed for that
purpose by theTieutenant-Covernor.

6. At the end of each quarter the special justice shall transmit to the Lieutenant-
Governor a duplicate of his journal for the preceding quarter, with an affidavit thereto an-
nexed, to the effect that it has been faithfully kept, and that, with the exception of unin-
tentional errors, it contains.a trye account of all the proceedings in which the deponent has
been engaged as such special justice, during the quarter to which it refers.

7. On receiving any complaint, it shall Be the duty of the special justice to reduce it to
writing, and to cause it to be read by, or to read it over to, the complainant, by whom it shall

' then be subscribed.
8. If the complaint shall appear to the justice immaterial, and not to deserve further in-

quiry, he may at once dismiss the complaint; but if he shall think inquiry necessary, he
shall call upon the complainant to make oath that the complaint is true.

9. Upon taking any complaint, to the truth of which such oath shall have been so made,
the special justice shall either issue his warrant for the arrest of the party charged, or shall
issue, if necessary, a summons for his attendance, as the case may require. The warrant of
arrest shall be in the form annexed marked (A.), and the summons in the form annexed
marked (B.} ,

10. The warrant of arrest shall be issued in all cases which impute to the party charged
a capital or a transportable offence; in all cases where there is reason to apprehend that
the party charged would endeavour to escape; and in all cases where there is reason to
apprehend danger to the public peace from delay. In all other cases the justice is to pro-
ceed in the first instance by summons, if necessary. .

11. In cases in which it may be necessary to adduce witnesses in support of or m answer
to any such complaint, the justice shall issue a summons, if necessary, to every such witness,
‘in the annexed form, marked (C.) At

‘ 12.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 443

12. At the time and place appointed by any such warrant or summons for proceeding
upon any such complaint, the justice shall, in the presence of all parties, or of such of them
as being summoned shall attend in pursuance of such summons, first read over the written

complaint, and then take down in writing the answer of the party charged, and thenproceed
fo examine on oath the party complaining, and the witnesses, taking down in writing the Order inCouncil.
deposition of each witness, which shall be read over to and signed by him.

13. The justice may from time to time adjourn any such proceeding for further inquiry,
and if necessary commit the party charged to custody pending such adjournment, or take
bail for his appearance. Every such commitment or bail shall be in the annexed forms,
marked (D.) and (E.)

‘14. At the close of such proceedings, the justice shall pronounce his decision thereupon,
which decision he shall reduce into writing, and subscribe with his hand.
15. By any such decision the justice shall, as law and reason may seem to him to require,

either dismiss the complaint, or sanction any lawful compromise between the parties which
he may think just, or convict the party charged, or commit him to prison to take his trial for
the imputed offence.

16. If the complaint shall be dismissed, the justice shall, in such his written decision, state
whether it, was so dismissed as being unproved, or as being frivolous and vexatious,oras
being malicious.

17. If any such complaint shall be so dismissed as frivolous and vexatious, the justice
may adjudge the complainant, if a labourer, to work in the service of his employer, for any
time not exceeding in the whole 15 extra hours in any one week, or ‘to any number of stripes
not.exceeding 15; or if the complainant be the employer, the justice may adjudge each
employer to the payment of a penalty for the use of the labourer, of not less than 10s. ster-
ling, and not greater than 51. sterling.

18. If any such complaint shall be so dismissed as malicious, it shall be competent to the
justice, at the instance of the party charged, to adjudge the complainant, if an apprenticed
‘labourer, to imprisonment with hard labour, for any time not exceeding one month, or to any
number of stripes not exceeding 30 ; or, if the employer of any such labourer, to-a fine not
less than 40s.sterling, and not greater than 101. sterling, for the benefit of the party charged ;
which judgment shall be a bar.to any suit, action or prosecution against such complainant for
calumny, defamation or otherwise, in respect of such his complaint.

19. If the justice shall, by such his decision, convict the party charged, or shall convict the
complainant of preferring a frivolous and vexatious, or a malicious complaint, such con-
viction shall be severally drawn up according to the forms annexed, marked (F.) (G.)

20..If such magistrate shall commit the party charged to take his trial for the imputed
offence, such commitment shall be drawn up in the form annexed, marked (H.)

21. Upon any such conviction as aforesaid by such special justice, he shall forthwith issue
a warrant for the execution thereof. ;

22. All summonses, warrants, commitments and other orders, so to be issued by any such
justice as aforesaid, shall be executed by the police officers of his district; such justice being
nevertheless authorized, as occasion may require, to address the same to any other person or
personsjointly with or instead of such officers of police, as to him may seem requisite.

23.. Any summons, warrant or order, issued by any such special justice within his own
district, may, without any further authority, be carried into execution in any part of the
Colony, though beyond such district. .

24. If any person summoned by. any such justice as a witness, shall not appear in
obedience to such summons, or appearing shall refuse to be sworn or examined, or to answer
any question proposed to him by such justice in relation to the matters depending before him,
it shall be lawful for such justice to issue his warrant for the arrest of any such defaulter,
‘or to commit him to close custody, there to remain until he shall submit to be so sworn and
examined, and to make such answers as aforesaid. Every such warrant of arrest or commit-
ment shall be im the forms annexed, matked (I.) and (K.) . :

25. If it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Lieutenant-Governor and
Legislative Council that the forms of proceeding hereinbefore prescribed are needlessly
burdensome upon the justices of the several districts within the Colony, or of any one or
-more of such districts; or that they impede or interefere with the prompt and effective:
execution of the law, the Lieutenant-Governor, with advice and eonsent of the Legislative
Council, shall be entitled to suspend any part of the preceding rules relating to such pro--
cedure, or to adapt the same to: the circumstances of the case, so as more effectually to

promote the punctual, orderly and effective execution of the law; and for that purpose to-
me and publish rules and ordinances, which shall be transmitted for His Majesty's con~

firmation, and. which, until disallowed, shall be in full force.
26.. It shall be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor to assign to such one or more of the-

special justices as he shall select for that purpose, the following duties; namely, to examine
into the quarterly journals hereby directed to be transmitted bythespecial justices. tothe
Lieutenant-Governor; to visit the judicial districts throughout the whole or any partof the
Colony, and to inspect the police settlements and places of safe custody and correction be-
longingtosuch districts ; and to examine into the state of the police force, and of the

prisoners in the houses of correction and places of safe custody, and of the penal 8 in
euch districts, and generally to ascertain how far the rules hereby established, or tobe esta~
blished, under the provisions-herein contained, are duly observed, and to report to the Lieu-

tenant-Governor, at such times and in such manner as the Lieutenant-Governor shall direct,
upon. the several matters aforesaid.
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27. If any suit or action shall be commenced against any special justice, in respect of anact, matter or thing by him done by virtue and in pursuance thereof; and if the court shall
give judgment for the defendant, the plaintiff shall, by such judgment, be condemned topay
treble costs of suit.

28. If in any such suit or action such justice shall, at any time before final Judgment,
tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for the wrong or injury in respect of which thesame
may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of suit up to that time incurred; and if the
planntiff shall refuse to accept such amends and costs of suit, then upon proof made to the
court at the trial of such suit, that such amends have been so tendered and were sufficient,judgment shall be given for the plaintiff in the amount of the sum so tendered, subject never.
theless to the reduction therefrom of the costs of suit of the defendant.

29. Nosuit or action shall be brought against any such justice in respect ofany matter or
thing by him done under or in pursuance hereof” unless the same shall be commenced
within six months after the cause of’ action occurred.
 

Cap. III.—On the Division of Apprenticed Labourers into their respective Classes.
1. By a day to be appointed for that purpose, the registrar of slaves shall deliver to every

owner of slaves, a list of the slaves appearing in the registry to belong to him; for which a
fee of 2s. only shall be charged.

2. By a time to be fixed for the purpose, every such owner of slaves shall return suchlist
to the registrar, distinguishing in reference to each slave therein mentioned to which of the
three classes he belongs.

3. To every such return shall be annexed an affidavit to the effect that the distinctions
therein made correspond with the occupations usually pursued for 12 months nextpreceding
the date of the Act by each of the slaves to whom such returns may refer.

4. If in any case the registrar shall see cause to doubt the accuracy of the return, he
shall appoint a time and place at which the owner shall attend him to substantiate the accu-
racy of such return.

5. At the time and place so to be appointed the person to whom such notice shall be ad-
dressed shall attend such registrar, and if required shall bring with him any slave respecting
whom any such doubt may have arisen,

6. The registrar shall then proceed to examine the person making such return, and the
slave respecting whom such doubt has arisen, and any witnesses who may be adduced respect-ing the truth of such return; and may, if necessary, adjourn, such examination from time to
time,

7. The registrar shall then either confirm or correct any such retum, as he may see fit,
giving notice to the party making such return and to the slaves respectively, of such his

ecision.
8. If either the party making such return, or the slave to whom it may refer, shall be dis-satisfied with the decision ofthe registrar, such party may on his own behalf, and the regis-

trar may on the behalf of such slave, apply to the chief or to any other judge of the superior
court in such Colony, by petition, setting forth the nature of such decision and the objections
thereto.

9. The judge to whom any such petition may be preferred shall proceed in a summary
way to hear and to decide upon the same, and his decision shall be final and conclusive.

10. Thejudges of the said court shall make all necessary rules for. regulating the proceed-
ings upon every suchpetition, in the manner which may be most conducive to method,
punctuality and despatch.

11, When such proceedings as aforesaid shall have taken place, there shall be affixed tothe entry of the name of each predial, attached slave in the registry the letters P. A.;
of each predial unattached slave the letters P.U.; and of each non-preedial slave the
letters N. P.

12. During the continuance of the apprenticeship, the slave registry, so corrected as afore-
said, shall be deposited amongst the records of the superior courts of the Colony; and when
any question shall arise respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs,
such corrected registry, or a certified extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive evidence
ofthe fact.

13. Any person neglecting or omitting to make the return or the affidavit before men-
tioned, or to attend the registrar when summoned by him for that purpose, shall incur a
penalty of not more than 10J. nor less than 20s./ and in the event of the wilful absence of
-any such person, it shall be lawful for the registrar to proceed and to decide any such ques-
tion as though such party had attended.
 

Cap. IV.—On the Maintenance of the Apprenticed Labourers.
1. It shall be the duty ofevery employer of predial apprenticed labourers, within the third

week of the month of September ofeach year, to deliver or cause to be delivered to the special
justice of the district in which such preedial apprenticed labourers are resident, a written de-
claration in the form annexed, marked (L.), specifying whether it is the intention of such em-
ployer, during the current year, to maintain his preedial apprenticed labourers by the cultiva-
tion of ground, to be to them appropriated for that purpose, or by an allowance of pro-
visions.
2, That every employer who shall, by such declaration as aforesaid, propose to maintain

’ hispreedial apprenticed labourers by an allowance of provisions, shall be and is hereby bound
and
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and required to supply to such preedial apprenticed labourers such amount ofprovisions, and
of such kind,'as by the clause next hereinafter contained are directed to be supplied to non-
predial apprenticed labourers above the age of 10 years,

3. Every employer shall be and is hereby bound and required to maintain his non-predial
apprenticed labourers, and also his predial apprenticed labourers, until such written declaration
shall have been so made and delivered by him as aforesaid, by an allowance of provisions,
and to supply such provisions to the amount and of the kinds following; that is to say, each
and every apprenticed labourer, above the age of 10 years, shall receive in each week not less
than six pints of wheaten or rye-flour or rice, or nine pints of corn-meal or farine of manioc,
or seven pounds of biscuit, or 50 full-grown plantains, or 21 pounds of yams or sweet cas-
sada, or sweet potatoes, or eddoes, or tanniers, and three pounds and a half of good salted
cod fish, commonly called salt fish ; and to all apprenticed labourers under the age of 10 years
one-half of the above allowance.

4, All provisions so to be supplied to the apprenticed labourers in the Colony of Trinidad,
shall be sound and fit for consumption, and of good average merchantable quality.

5. The apprenticed labourers to whom such provisions shall be supplied, shall also be pro-
vided by and at the expense of their employers, with the means of preserving the same from
week to week, and of properly preparing the same for human food.

6. Every employer of predial apprenticed labourers, who shall by such declaration as
aforesaid propose to maintain such predial apprenticed labourers by the appropriation of
ground, to be by them cultivated for that purpose, shall be and is hereby bound and required
to set apart for every preedial apprenticed labourer so to be maintained half an acre of land,
properly adapted for the growth of provisions, and not more that two miles distant from the
place of residence of such preedial apprenticed labourer.

7. Every such employer shall be and is hereby bound and required to supply eve
predial apprenticed labourer, for whomany such ground shall be so appropriated, with suc
seeds and with such implements of husbandry as may be necessary for the cultivation of
suchground, on the first entering of such predial apprenticed labourer in the occupation
thereof.

8. It shall not be lawful for any person whomsoever to dispossess any preedial apprenticed
labourer of any land so cultivated by him or her, until such labourer shall have had full time
and opportunity for reaping and gathering in all crops by him or her planted and growing
upon such ground. .

9. The crops, when growing upon any such ground and when severed therefrom, shall and
are hereby declared tobe the sole and absolute property of the predial apprenticed labourer,
for and in respect ofwhom such ground shall have been appropriated and set apart.

10, Every preedial apprenticed labourer for or inrespect of whom any ground shall be so
appropriated and setapart for his support, shall, out of the annual time uring which such
redial apprenticed labourer is by the said recited Act required to labour, after the rate of 45
ours per week, as aforesaid, be allowed such number of hours, not being fewer than four

hours and a half per week, and not being more than seven hours and a half per week, as the
Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, shall, by rules
to be framed for that purpose, determine; which rules shall be duly transmitted for His Ma-
jesty’s approbation, and until disallowed or altered shall remain infull force.

11. Ifany employer of preedial apprenticed labourers within the said Colony of Trinidad
shall neglect or omit to sign and deliver, inmanner and within the time hereinbefore mentioned,
such written declaration as aforesaid, he or she shall incur apenalty.of 2 /. for such omission
or neglect in respect of the first week in which the same shall occur, with additional penalties
of 42. in the second week, 61. in the third week, and so on in arithmetical progression in
respect ofeach additional week during which such neglect shall be continued ; and ifany em-
ployer or manager of apprenticed labourers shall not supply to such apprenticed labourers
provisions of such amount and quality, and at such times as he is herembefore required to
supply the same, or shall not provide such apprenticed labourers with the means ofpreserving
such provisions from week to week, or with the means of properly preparing the same for
human food, every employer shal] incur and become liable to apenalty equal to twice the
value of the provisions which ought so to have been supplied, or for the preservation and
preparation of which such means as aforesaid ought to have been provided, which last-mentioned
penalties shall accrue to and be for the benefit ofthe apprenticed labourers injured by any such
omission or neglect ; and ifany such employer of preedial labourers shall not set apart for ev
preedial apprenticed labourer who is maintained by the cultivationofground such land of suc
qualityand quantity and so situate as hereinbefore is required, or shall neglect or omit to su

,Ply any such preedial apprenticed labourer with such seeds and implements of husbandry as
aforesaid, or shall dispossess any such predial apprenticed labourer ofany land by him or her
cultivated, until such predial apprenticed labourer shall have had full time and opportunit
for reaping and gathering in all crops by him or her planted and growing upon such ground,
everyperson so offending shall incur and become liable to a penalty equal to twice the amount—
ofthe loss sustained by every such praedial apprenticed labourer by every such act, omission or
neglect, which penalty shall go and be applied to and for the use and benefit of the preedial
apprenticed labourer so injured; and if any such employer of preedial apprenticed labourers
shall neglect or omit to allow to any predial apprenticed labourer, foror in respect of whom
any ground shall be so appropriated, such number of hours as aforesaid in each week for the
cultivation thereof, every person so offending shall for each and every such offence incur a
distinct and separate penalty of 10s., which shall go and be applied to and for the benefit of
the Preedial apprenticed labourers injured thereby, the number of such penalties being equal
to the number of predial apprenticed labourers affected by such offence, multiplied by the
number of the days on which such offences may have been repeated. It
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12. It is and shall be the duty of every employer of apprenticed labourers within the gaid:
Colony once, that is to say, either in the month of January or in the month of June in each.
ear, and he or she is hereby required to deliver to every such apprenticed labourer, for his or

her use, either in the month of January or in the month of June in each and every year, the
following articles, (that is to say) :—

To every male apprentice labourer dbove the age of five years :
One felt hat, one Scotch bonnet, one cloth wrapper or jacket, two red flannel or ozna-
burgh or check shirts, two pairs ofcloth, oznaburgh, or duck or sheeting trowsers, and
one knife.

To each and every female apprenticed labourer above the age of five years :
One felt hat, one cloth wrapper, two neck-kerchiefs, two linen or cotton shifts, two dowlas

or oznaburgh petticoats and one pair of scissars. Also, to every apprenticed labourer:
one tin pan or pannekin annually, one blanket every two years, and one iron pot every
three years, or oftener if necessary.

13. All the articles so to be supplied to such apprenticed labourers aforesaid, shall be of
good average merchantable quality. . .

14. If any employer of apprenticed labourers in the said Colony shall neglect or omit,
within the time or times herembefore for that purpose limited, to supply and deliver to and
forthe use of any apprenticed labourer under his or her management, such articles of clothing
and hoasehold.farniture as are hereinbefore referred to, the person so offending shall incur
and become liable to a fine equal to twice the value of the article or articles sowithholden,
which penalty shall go and be applied to and for the use and benefit of the apprenticed
labourer injured by such neglect.

15. Every employer of apprenticed labourers within the said Colony shall be, and is hereby
required to supply each and every apprenticed labourer under his or her management with a
wooden or iron bedstead, or with boards so arranged as to enable every suc apprenticed
Jabourer to sleep during the night at an elevation of one foot, at the least, above théground ;
and every employer who shallneglector omit so to supply any such apprenticed labourer with
such bedstead, or such means of sleeping above the ground -as aforesaid, shall, for every
such neglect or omission, incur and become liable to a fine 5s., in respect of each and ever
apprenticed labourer, which fine shall be again incurred from week to week as long as such
neglect or omission shall continue.

16. Every person in the said Colony being the employer of 40 apprenticed labourers or
upwards, shall and is hereby required to engage a medical practitioner to visit such apprenticed
labourers in such his medical capacity once at the least in each fourteen days ; and it shall be
the duty ofsuch medical practitioner,and he is hereby authorized and required to keep ajournal
of the health of suchbolly of apprenticed labourers, so placed under his medical superinten-
dence, in which journal he shall, once in each fourteen ays, record what isthe general state
of health of such body of apprenticed labourers, and shall also enter the name of each
apprenticed labourer then labouring under sickness, distinguishing such apprenticed labourers
as are thereby disqualified for the ordinary amount of labour, and presembing such medicines
or articles of diet as may in his judgment be necessary for the restoration of the sick; aud
it shall be the duty of every such medical practitioner once in each fortnight to deliver a
copy of the entries so made by him in his journal to the employer of such apprenticed
labourers, which employer shall be and is hereby required to su ply such apprenticed
labourers with such medicines or nourishments, and to allow to such apprenticedlabourers
such relaxations of labour as may by such medical practitioner be so recommended andpre-
scribed; and in reference to eve apprenticed labourer for whom any such nourishmentmay
be provided, the rules hereinbefore contained respecting the food of apprenticed labourers

shall be and are hereby suspended; and every such medical practitioner shall and is hereby
required, in obedience to any requisition to him for that urpose made in writing by any suc
superintending special justice, to produce to such justice his journal; and in case of any acute
or dangerous disease of any apprenticed labourer, the employer of such apprenticed labourer
shall and is hereby required to employ, at his own costs and charges, a medical practitioner
for the care and medical treatment of’ such apprenticed labourer.
‘17. If any such employer of apprenticed labourers as aforesaid in the said Colony, or if

any such medical practitioner as aforesaid shall refuse, neglect or omit to do or perfoim any
matter or thing which such employer or medical practitioner is hereby required to do and
perform in and about the engagement of such practitioner, or in or about the keeping such
Journal as aforesaid, or in or about the medical treatment, nourishment ortemporary relaxation
of labour of any apprenticed labourer, or in or about the production, when thereunto
required, of any such journal as aforesaid, the person so offending shall, for and in respect of
every such offence, incur and become liable to a fine of not less than 2/. or more than 20 J.

18. Every apprenticed labourer who, on account of any disease, the medical practitioner
shall deem it necessary to confine to the hospital, or to any apartment thereof for the Purpose
of cure, shall be bound, and if necessary may be compelled to submit to such hospital re-
gulations as shall be sanctioned by a superintending special justice of the district in which
such apprenticed labourer shall be resident.

 

Cap. V.—On the Duties to be performed ‘by the Apprenticed Labourers, and the
Penaltiesfor their non-performance.

1. As regards the apportionment of the 45 hours per week, during which predial appren-
ticed labourers are required by law to work for their employers, it shall be lawful for the

, Lictitenant-
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Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice and consent ofthe Legislative Council, to make such
regulations in respect thereof, as may appear to them best adapted to promote the interests
both of the apprenticed labourers and their employers, and to frame and publish rules and
‘ordinances for that purpose, which shall be duly transmitted for His Majesty’s approbation,
and which until disallowed or altered, shall remain in full force.

2. Subject to the provision lastly hereinbefore contained, and subject also to the deduction
of the time hereinbefore directed to be allowed to predial apprenticed labourers for the culti-
vation of their provision grounds, every predial apprenticed labourer shall be bound and
obliged to work and labour for seven hours and a half in each and every day in the year
(Sundays and holidays hitherto allowed by law to the labouring population excepted) in the
service and for the benefit of his employer.

3. For every hour in which any labourer shall absent himself from his employer’s service
without reasonable cause, he shall be compelled to serve two extra hours, and so in propor-
tion for every portion of time greater or less than an hour, provided that such extra hours
shall not exceed tifteen in the whole in any one week.

4. Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for more than
seven and a half hours in any one week, shall be adjudged a deserter.

5. Any apprenticed labourer absenting himselfwithout reasonable cause for two days during
one week, shall be adjudged a vagabond,

6. Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for more than six
days in any one week, shall be adjudged a runaway.

7. The reasonableness of the cause of absence shall in each case be decided by the special
justice.
} 8. Apprenticed labourersadjudged deserters shall be confined to hard labour for any time
not exceeding one week ; those adjudged vagabonds, to hard labour for any time not exceed-
‘ing two weeks, and to any number of stripes not exreeding fifteen; those adjudged runaways,
to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, and to any number of stripes not ex-
ceeding thirty.

9. Any apprenticed labourer convicted ofperforming his work indolently, carelessly, or
negligently, shall for the first offence be adjudged to labour in his employer’s service for
any time not exceeding fifteen hours in the whole in any one week; or in case such labourer
be a non-predial labourer, to whipping not exceeding fifteen stripes; for the second offence,
if within two calendar months, to eonfinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding
one week; for the third or any subsequent offence, if within two calendar months of the first
offence, to confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding one fortnight, with whip-
ing not exceeding twenty stripes.
10. Any labourer who by the careless use of fire shall wilfully endanger the property of

his employer or any other person, or who shall wantonly injure the property of his employer
intrusted to his care, or who shall ill use the cattle or other live stock of his employer, or who
shall by wilful negligence expose his employer's property to any damage or injury, shall for
such offence be adjudged, in the discretion ofthe justice, either to extra labour in his em-
ployer's service for any time not exceeding fifteen hours in the whole in any one week, or to
confinement to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or to any number of stripes
not exceeding thirty lashes, or to any two of such punishments: Provided that this enact-
ment shall not exempt any such labourer from his or her lability to such actions or prosecu-
tions as other persons of free condition may be subject and liable to, m respect of any such
acts by him or her done or omitted, although no such labourer shall be liable to be so sued
or prosecuted, both under this order and under such general law as aforesaid.

11. Any apprenticed labourer who shall contumaciously disobey the lawful commands of
his employer shall be liable to any one or any two of the punishments last aforesaid. ;

12, Any three or more apprenticed labourers who shall agree together to make any resist-
ance to the lawful commands of their employers shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful con-
spiracy, and shall be adjudged to confinement to hard labour for any period not exceeding
six months, with whipping not exceeding thirty-nine stripes. -

13, Any three or more labourers who shall be engaged in a combined and open resistance
to the lawful commands of their employer, shall, on conviction, be adjudged to the punish-
ments last aforesaid, or any one of them.

' 14, Any apprenticed labourer who shall be in a state of drunkenness, or who shall be found
fighting, or who shall conduct himself in an insolent and imsubordinate manner towards his
employer or any person in the immediate superintendence of his labour, shall, for every such
offence, be liable on conviction to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding
one week, or to whipping, not exceeding fifteen stripes. i.

15. Provided always, that no woman shall be subject to be punished by whipping for any
offence by her committed ; but that in all cases aforesaid in which that punishment is autho-
rized, it shall be understood as applying to the case of males only, and that all the offences
m respect of which such punishment may be inflicted on any such male offender, shall, when
committed by females, be punished by confinement in the stocks. The stocks to be employed
forthat purpose shall all be according to one general model, to be sanctioned by the Lieute-
nant-Governor, and no female shall for any offence by her committed be confined in the
stocks after sunset or before sunrise, or for more than eight hours m the whole for any one

day, or for more than two days consecutively, or for more than six days on the whole for any
ene offence. 1
16, All the offences aforesaid shall be inquired of by the magistrates having special com-

missions, and not by any other justice of the peace. Bat any such special magistrate may,
if he shall see oceasion, refer any such case for trial to the superior court of the Colony. *
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Car. VI.—On the Duties to be performed by the Employers towards their
Apprenticed Labourers, and the Penalties for their non-performance.

1. If the employer of any predial apprenticed labourer shall, by force or fraud, protract
the weekly services of suchlabourer beyond the period by law allowed for that purpose, he
shall forfeit, for the benefit of such labourer, the sum of 1s. in respect of every hour which
such service shall be protracted.

2. It shall be theduty of every such employer to intimate to the labourers in his employ-
ment, the commencement and the close of the legal hours of labour; for which purpose, a
signal shall be given in such manner as shall, in reference to each plantation, have been pre-
viously approved by the special justice of the district.

8. Noapprenticed labourer shall be bound to undertake any task-work, except with his
own free assent to the same, save as hereinafter is excepted.

4. Every contract between the employer and the predial apprenticed labourer, for the per-
formance of any specific work as a task, and in lieu of the prescribed daily labour, or for the
performance of any labour in extra hours, shall, by such employer, be reduced into writin
and entered in a book to be kept for that purpose on the plantation; which book it shall be
the duty ofthe special justice to inspect, as often as he shall in manner aforesaid repair to the
several plantationswithin his district.

5. No contract between the employer and the predial apprenticed labourer, for the per-
formance of any such specific or task work, or for the performance of any labour in extra
hours, shallendure or continue in force, or be binding upon theparties entering into the same,
or either ofthem, after the expiration of 14 days from the making thereof, unless the same
shall have been made and entered into by such parties in the presence and with the approba-
tion of such special justice of the peace, or unless, having been entered into in his absence,
the same shall be confirmed and approved by him before the expiration of such 14 days,
And every such approbation of any such contract shall, by such special justice, be attested
under his hand inthe book so to be kept as aforesaid.

6. It shall be the duty of the special justice, before approving any such contract, to ascer-
‘tain that the terms thereof are distinct. y understood by the apprenticed labourers entering
into the same ; and that such labourers have entered into such contract freely and voluntarily,
and that the same is not unreasonable or unjust.

7. In every such contract for task-work, or for extra service extending beyond the period
of one fortnight, the nature and amount ofthe extra labour to be performed, and the amount
of the consideration to be given for the same, and the time and manner of paying such con-
sideration, shall be distinctly expressed.

8. No contract for such extra service as aforesaid shall continue in force for more than one
year from the day of the date thereof.

9. Upon proof being made, to the satisfaction of such special justice, of the non-payment
of the consideration stipulated for in any such contract as aforesaid, whether for task-work or
for extra services, it shall be competent to such justice and he is hereby authorized to award
execution against such employer for the amount of such consideration; and if the same shall
not be paid within one week next after such award, to issue an attachment against the pro-
duce, utensils and other chattels upon such plantation, which execution and award shall be
respectively in the forms annexed, marked (M.) and (N.)

10. Such execution and attachment as aforesaid shall be executed by the serjeant of the
lice of the district, who shall thereunder seize and sell so much of the produce, utensils and

other chattels as may be found upon such plantation as may be necessary for the payment of
such debt, delivering over the surplus, if any, to such employer.

11. Any apprenticed labourer violating the terms of such contract as aforesaid, for task-
work or for extra service, shall be liable to the same pains and penalties as are before pro-
vided in respect of the violation by any such labourer of the duties to be by him performed in
the discharge of the services owing by him by law to such his employer, unless specific pe-
nalties are named in the contract.

12. Every married woman, notwithstanding her coverture, and every child of the age of 12
years and upwards, notwithstanding his infancy, shall be competent to enter into such con-
tracts as aforesaid for task-work or for extra service.

13. If any employer of any apprenticed labourer, or any person who, as manager or other-
wise, exercises the authority of the employer over any apprenticed labourer, shall whip, beat,
imprison, confine in the stocks, or otherwise maltreat any such apprenticed labourer, or shall
by way of punishment commit any assault upon his person, such employer, or other per-
son, shall incur a penalty, to be imposed by such special justice as aforesaid, not exceeding
5 “awath imprisonment bor any time not exceeding one month, in default of the payment of
such fine.

14. In any such case as last aforesaid, it shall be competent to any such apprenticed
labourer, instead of preferring his complaint to such special justice, to maintain any civil suit
or action, as in the case of any other free person, for Jamages for such assault; and it shall
also be competent to such special justice, if he shall see occasion, to abstain from imposing
such penalty, and to commit the offender to take his trial for such offence before any court
having jurisdiction in the premises. If any such employer, or other person, shall be convicted
before any court of competent jurisdiction of any cruelty towards hisapprenticed labourer, or

if any such employer, or other person, shall be twice convicted of inflicting any corporal
punishment, or of making any assault upon the person of any such labourer, then the labourer

may be discharged from his apprenticeship by order of the ‘court before which such convic-
tion shall be had.
 

Car. VII.
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Car. VIL—On Offences which may be committed by the Apprenticed Labourers against
the State, and the Punishment ofsuch Offences.

1. If any three or more apprenticed labourers shall unite together in any riot or tumul-
tuous assemblage, any justice of the peace who shall be present at the same shall cause a
flag or some other conspicuous signal to be exhibited as a warning to all persons there pre-
sent to separate and disperse quietly.

2; All persons who, at the expiration of 10 minutes from the exhibition of such flag or
signal, shall continue present at any such riotous assemblage, shall, on conviction, be liable to
imprisonment, with hard labour, for any time not exceeding 12 months.

3. No preedial attached apprentice labourer shall reside beyond the limits of the planta-
tion on which he may be resident on the 1st of August next, unless either by the authority
of his employer or with the consent im writing of the special justice of such district.

4. Every labourer found in any place more than five miles distant from his residence,
except in his way to or from some place of public worship, and not having with him a
written pass for that purpose from his employer, or from the special justice of the district,
shall be liable to be apprehended and detained and brought Fefore a special justice ; and
unless such labourer shall make it appear to the satisfaction of such special justice that he
or she, when so found, was employed upon his or her lawful occasions, such labourer shall,
on conviction, be adjudged a vagabond and punished accordingly.

5. If it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of any special justice that any appren-
ticed labourers have, without lawful authority, establishedthemse ves im any part of the
Colony as a distinct community, habitually abandoning and neglecting to perform the duties
imposed upon them by law, such justice of the peace shall cause any such community to be
disodged, and, if necessary, shall also cause their habitations to be taken down and re-
moved. ~

6. Any labourer convicted of having been a member of any such community shall be liable
-to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any term not exceeding six months, and, if a male, to
whipping by any number of stripes not exceeding 39.

7. If any labourer shall, without lawful authority, enter into possession of any land belong-
ing to His Majesty, or to any other person, it shall be lawful for any special justice to dispos-
sess such labourer from such land, and from any buildings thereon erected, and to cause the
same, with all crops growing thereupon, to be delivered up to the owner of such land; or in
case such ownerchalf1not, within one month after such seizure, ap and prefer his claim to
such land, then the special justice shall order the crops, cattle and other goods seized there-
w on to be sold, and the proceeds of such sales to be paid over to the public treasurer of the

ony.
8. The Summary process aforesaid shall not be taken in any case where any such appren-

ticed labourer may have been for two years in the undisturbed possession ofany such land.
9. The special justice may further adjudge any apprenticed labourer, unlawfully taking

possession of such land, to imprisonment, with hard Iebour, for any time not exceeding three
months, if it should be made to appear tohis satisfaction that such possession was taken
fraudulently and with knowledgethet the party had no lawful claim to such possession.

10. No apprenticed labourer shall quit the Colony except with a passport from the
Lieutenant-Covernor, which passport shall not be granted except with the written consent of
the employer.

11. Any labourer quitting orattempting to quit the Colony without such passport shall be
liable to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any term not exceeding six months.

12, All persons whose ordinary occupation is on the sea, or on any navigable stream, as
fishermen or mariners, shall be registered as such at the office of the special justice of the
district;and any apprenticed labourer engagingin such occupation, without being first so

registered, shallbe liable to imprisonment, with labour, for any time not exceeding three
months.

13. All vessels and boats not registered under the Navigation Acts shall beregistered at
the office of the special justice of the district, with whom shall be entered the description
of the,vessel or boat, the name of the owner, and the place at which the same is‘usually
moored.

14. No person shall keep a vessel or boat so registered, except by a license from the
Lieutenant-Governor.

15. All licensed owners of such boats or vessels shall be hound to moor them, when not
actually afloat, at the place or places mentioned in such license. .

16. All unlicensed vessels and boats shall be liable to seizureand confiscation; and all
other vessels and boats moored at any place not mentioned in the license shall be liable to
detention until the owner thereof shall have paid a fine of not less than 20s. nor more
than 51.

17, All persons removing or assisting to remove any apprenticed labourer from the Colony
in any boat or vessel, without a passport from the Lieutenant-Governor, shall be liable to a
penalty of 502. or to imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month,

 

Cap. VIII.—On the Dissolution of the Apprenticeship by Contract or Appreisenent.

1. Subject to the lations hereinafter made, any person, being the employer of any
apprenticed labourerinthe said Island of Trinidad, may, by his or her lastwill, or by deed

under his or her hand or seal, at his or her pleasure, discharge any such apprenticed labourer,
#0 far as relates to the interest of everysuch testator or grantor, and that every such discharge
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shall, as far as relates to the interest of the testator or grantor, as the case may be, but
no further, or otherwise, be valid and effectual in the law for the perpetual discharge of any
suchapprenticed labourer: Provided nevertheless, that no person having a partial or tem-

rary interest in any apprenticed labourer, may, to the extent of such interest, effect
Qs or her discharge, gratuitously, unless all other persons having a partial, future or rever-
sionary interest in such apprenticed labourer, shall consent or be parties to suchdischarge,
or unless suchPartial, future or reversionary interests shall be purchased in the manner here-
inafter provided.

2. And, in order to prevent the fraudulentdischarge of apprenticed labourers incompetent
from age or disease to earn their own living, it is further ordered, that in case any such deed
ofdischarge shall be executed gratuitously and without any valuable consideration assing to
the employer or other person effecting the same, the apprenticed labourer so to be ischarged
shall, previously to the actual execution of any such deed, appear before the special justice
for the district in which the apprenticed labourer is resident ; and ifit shall appear to the said
special justice that such apprenticed labourer is under the age of 14 years, or above the age
of 50 years, or is labouring under any habitual disease or infirmity of mind or body, the em-
ployer or person effecting such discharge shall, under his or her hand and geal, execute and
deliver to the said special justice a bond to His Majesty in the penal sum of 501, with a con-
dition thereunder written for the defeazance thereof, if such apprenticed labourer shall be
roperly fed, clothed and maintained until the time when the term of apprenticeship would
ave expired if such discharge had not been made; and no such gratuitous discharge shall

be valid and effectual in the law until such bond as aforesaid shall be duly executed.
3. Provided nevertheless, that no such bond as aforesaid shall be required in the case ofany

discharge by will; but if at the time of the death of the testator, the apprenticed labourer
so discharged shall be under the age of 14 years, or above the age of 50 years, or labouri
under any such disease or infirmity as aforesaid, the estste of every such testator shall be
liable to, and chargeable with, the maintenance of such apprenticed labourer, as fully as
if the said testator had in his or her lifetime executed such bond as aforesaid.

4. And, to prevent ignorant apprenticed labourers effecting the purchase of their discharge
from persons unable to make any valid title to the same, it is further ordered and declared,
that it is and shall be lawful for any person, being the employer of any apprenticed labourer in
the said Colony, to contract with suchapprenticed labourer, through the agency of any such
special justice as aforesaid, acting for and on behalf of such apprenticed labourer, but not
otherwise, for the discharge of the said apprenticed labourer, at a price to be agreed upon
between the said employer and the said special justice respectively ; and in case of. any such
contract, it shall be the duty ofthe said specialjustice, on behalfofthe said apprenticed labourer,
tosatisfy himself that the person proposing to effect the said discharge has good right and
title in the law, and is competent to effect the same; and it shall also be the duty of the said
special justice, without fee or reward, to prepare, in every such case, the proper deed of

discharge, which shall in all cases be executed in the presence of and attested by the said
special justice, or some proper n to beespecially appointed by him to be such witness

thereto ; and every such deed being so executed shall, by suchspecial justice, be enrolled in
the Supreme Court of Civil Justice in and for the said Colony of Trinidad, within one calen-
dar month next after the date and execution thereof; and in case any such deed shall not be
so enrolled by the said special justice, within the said period of one calendar month, the said

specie justice shall incur and be liable to the payment ofa fine of not less than 104. nor more
500

5. And to provide for the discharge of apprenticed labourers desiring to obtain the same
by purchase, in cases where the employers of such apprenticed labourers may be unwilling
or unable to contract for such discharge, it is herebyfarther ordered, that if the employer of
‘any apprenticed labourer in the said Colony of Trinidad, or any person having any interest
in any such apprenticed labourer, shall be unwilling to effect his or her discharge, or shall,
by reason of any mortgage or settlement, or lease or charge upon or interest in such appren-
ticad labourer being vested in any other or persons, be unable to execute a valid
and effectual discharge of such apprenticed labourer; or if the employer, or any other per-
son having a charge upon or interest in any such apprenticed labourer shall be a minor, or a

ied woman, or idiot or lunatic; or if the real employer of any such apprenticed labourer
shall be absent from the said Colony, or shall not be known; or if any suit or action shall
be depending in any court of justice in the said Colony, wherein the right to the service
of such¢apprenticed labourer shall or may be in controversy; or if the employer of any
such apprenticed labourer shall demand, as the price of his or her discharge, a ter sum
of money than may appear to the said special justice to be the fair and just value thereof;
then, and in each and every of the cases aforesaid, the chief civil judge of the said Colony,
on application to him for that purpose made by the said special Justice, shall issue a sum-
mons under his hand and seal, requiring the employer of such apprenticed labourerto appear
before him at some convenient time and place to be in such summons for. that purpose
appointed, and notice shall be published by the said special justice in the public Gazette of
the said Colony, of the time and place appointed for the purpose aforesaid; and in such
notice, all persons having or claiming to have any title or interest to or in the services of
the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, either in their own right, or as the agents,

ans, attornies, trustees or representatives of any other person, shall be required to
attend and prefer such claims.

6. At the time appointed for any such meeting as aforesaid, the chief civil judge of the
"said Colony, m the presence of the said special justice, and also in thepresence ‘of the

employer
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employer of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, or upon proof being made
to him upon oath of the due service and publicationofsuch notice 28 Hforesaid, then, if
necessary, in the absenceofsuch employer, shall proceed to hear in a summary way what may
be alleged by the said special justice, and by the employer, or other persons claiming any
interest in the services of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, and attending
in pursuance of any such notice; and in case the said parties, or any of them, shall refuse
to effect such discharge at a price approved by the said special justice, or in case it shall
be made to appear to the said chief civil judge that a valid and effectual discharge of
such apprenticed labourer cannot legally be effected by private contract, or that the employer
of suc. apprenticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon or interest m the
services of such apprenticed labourer, is a minor, or a married woman, or idiot or lunatic, or.
that the employer of such apprenticed labourér, or any person having any charge upon or
interest in the services of suc apprenticed labourer, is absent fromthe said Colony, or is
unknown, or cannot be found, or that any action is depending in any court of justice in such
Colony wherein the right to the services of such apprenticed labourer is in controversy,
then, and inevery such case, the said chief civiljudge shall require the special justice and the
employer of such apprenticed labourer, if attending in pursuance of such notice, each to
nominate an appraiser of the value of his or her services for the remainder of such appren-
ticeship, and the said judge shall himself nominate an umpire between such appraisers; but
if such employer being duly summoned. as aforesaid, shall fail to attend, or attending
shall refuse or omit to nominate an appraiser, then the said judge shall not only nominate
such umpire as aforesaid, but shall also nominate anap raiser on behalf of such employer.

7. The appraisers so to be nominated as aforesaid, shall be duly sworn by and before
the said chief civil judge, to make a fair and impartial appraisement of the value of the
services of the apprenticed labourer so proposed to be discharged, and within seven days
next after such their appointment, such appraisers shall make a joint valuation of the said.
services, and shall certify such their valuation to the said chief civil judge under their hands
and seals; and in case such joint certificate shall not be so made and delivered to the said
judge within the said term of seven days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner
aforesaid, shall within the next succeeding seven dayscertify his valuation to the said judge;
and the valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers, or in
their default by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered and
enrolled among the records of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice in and for the said

ony.
8.Provided nevertheless, that if it shall be made to appear to the said judge, within one

calendar month next after such valuation shall have been made, that in the making thereof
the said appraisers or umpire, or any of them, acted fraudulently or unjustly, or under the
influence ofany improper motive, or under any mistake as to the nature of their or his
duty, or under an misapprebension of any material matter of fact, then, but not other-
wise, it shall be lawful for the said judge to set aside the said valuation, and to declare the
same to be void, and to direct another valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, for which
purpose new appraisers and a new umpire shall in manner aforesaid be appointed and sworn,
and shall proceed to make a second valuation, which being certified to the said judge in
manner aforesaid, shall be to all intents and purposes binding and conclusive: Provided that
such second or any subsequent valuation may in like manner be set aside by any such judge
on the grounds aforesaid, until a valuation is made not open to any such objection.

9. Provided also, that if the amount of any such valuation shall not be paid in manner
hereinafter mentioned, within three calendar months next after the enrolment thereof,
such enrolment shall be cancelled. ;

10. Upon or within three calendar months next after the enrolment in the Supreme Court
of Justice of the said Colony of any such valuation as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any
special justice as aforesaid of such Colony, out of any monies to be.supplied to him for that
purpose, by the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, to pay to the treasurer of
the saidColony, the appraised value of the services of such apprenticed labourer, taking a
receipt in writing from such treasurer for every such payment; and the chief civil judge’of
the said Colony shall, upon application to him for that purpose made by the saidspecial
justice, make an orderfr the enrolment in the said Supreme Court of Justice of such
receipt, and the said chief judge shall by such order further proceed to declare and adjudge,
that the apprenticed labourer, by or on behalf of whom such money hath been paid, is dis-
charged; and such apprenticed labourer shall thereupon be, and be deemed, taken and
reputed to be discharged to all intents and purposes from such apprenticeship. .

11. The money to arise from the discharge of an apprenticed labourer by virtue of the
proceedings before mentioned shall remain in the hands of the public treasurer of the said

lony, and shall bear interest at and after the rate of 5/. per cent. per annum, and His
Majesty’s revenue in the said Colony shall, and is hereby declared to be pledged and re-
sponsible for the due. payment of such principal money and interest; or shall in the dis-
cretion of such treasurer be invested in the purchase, in his name, of any public funds or
securities of Great Britain and Ireland; and the chief civil judge of the said Colony shall,
and he is hereby authorized, upon application to him for that purpose made, to direct that
the money in the hands of the said treasurer, and the interest accruing on such money, or
the public funds of Great Britain and Ireland so to be purchased as aforesaid, and the
dividends ble thereupon, shall be the property of the person or persons who was or
were entitled to the services of such discharged apprenticed labourers, and shall be subject
and liable to all such and the same uses, trusts, limitations, conditions,mortgages, claims
and demands of what nature or kind soever, as such services were subject unto at euch
278.—IL, €
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time of the discharge of such apprenticed labourer. And the said treasurer shall hold the
said money, and the interest accruing thereupon, or the said public funds and dividends,
subject to such order as such chief judge of the said Colony may, upon a summary appli-
cation of any person interested therein, and upon notice to all other persons interested
therein, or their agents, see fit to make; and such principal money and interest shall b

f and in obedience to any such,
order.

12, It shall and may be lawful for the chief civil judge of the said Colony to make and
prescribe, and from time to time to revoke and alter, as occasion ma require, all such ruleg
and orders as may be necessary for the regular and proper exercise of the jurisdiction here
in him vested,and for regulating the proceedings of all persons who may be parties to or
interested in any question so depending before him.

 

Cap. IX.—On the Removal of Predial Apprenticed Labourersfrom one
Plantation to another.

-In.every case in which, according to the provisions of the said Act of Parliament, the
consent of the justice of the peace shall be necessary for the transfer of any apprenticed
labourer from oneplantation to another, every such transfer shall be given and attested in the
form annexed marked with the letter (O.), and shall within one month after the date thereof
be recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose by the special justice of the district to
which such apprenticed labourer shall belong. -
 

Cap. X.—On the Apprenticeship of Children.

Every indenture of apprenticeship to be made and entered into byany such special justice
as aforesaid, in pursuance of the said Act of Parliament, on behalf of any children of an
apprenticed labourers, shall be in the form annexed, marked with the letter (P.), and shall be
kept and recorded in the office of the special justice for the district to which such apprenticed
child may belong.
 

Cap. XI. —Onthe Alienation by Sale, Inheritance or Will, of the Services of
Apprenticed Labourers.

The right or interest of any employer or employers to and in the services of any such ap-
renticed labourers as aforesaid, shall, upon the death of ‘any such employer, pass to and
ecome vested in such and the same person or persons as, if the said Act had not been

paased, would by will or descent, as the case may be, have been entitled to such apprenticed
labourer, as his, her or their slave, and such right or interest shall pass and be transferable,
inter vivos, in such manner and form, and under and by virtue of such deeds, instruments
and conveyances as slaves have hitherto been transferable, and have passed in the said

sland.
Provided always, that no such apprenticed labourer shall be publicly or privately exhi-

bited, or be liable or compelled to attend in person at the time or place ofany sale or transfer
of his or her services.
 

Cap. XII.—On the Relation in which the Apprenticed Labourers will stand
towards the State.

No apprenticed labourer shall, during the continuance of his or her apprenticeship, be
liable or competent to serve His Majesty in any civil office or in any military capacity within
the said Colony, or to enjoy or exercise any political franchise therein.

Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall exempt any such apprenticed labourer
from the obligation of rendering to His Majesty any service,civilor military, which, in case
or in the prospect of any invasion, rebellion, or any great public exigency, may by His Ma-
jesty, or fythe Lieutenant-Governor for the time being of the said Colony, or by any other
wiul authority, be imposed upon him..
Provided also, that nothing herein contained extends or shall be construed to disqualify any

such apprenticed labourer from undertaking and discharging any office or employment in the
"service of any corporate or ecclesiastical body, or of any person or persons, in cases where
such employments or offices may not be connected with the discharge of any military or poli-
tical duties. . ,
 

‘Forms referred to in the foregoing Onpzr in Counci.

(A.)}—Wanrranrt.

Trinidad, ] To- of district, and all other officers of police
To wit. in the Colony of Trinidad.
Forasmuch as of in the district aforesaid,

apprenticed labourer, hath this day been charged before me one of
is Majesty’s special justices of the peace for the Colony aforesaid, on the oath of acredible

witness,
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witness, for that he the said on, &e. at, &e.
did, &e. These are therefore to command you in His Majesty’s nam
forthwith to apprehend and bring before me, or some other of His Majesty’s special justices
of the peace in and for the said district, the body of the said te answer
unto the said charge, and to be further dealt with according to law. Herein fail you not.

Given under my hand and seal, the day of in the year
of our Lord
 

(B.)—Summons.

To of in the Colony of Trinidad.
Whereas a complaint, on oath, hath been preferred to me by

0 that you, the said
did, on the day of in the year of our Lord
[here state the complaint in general terms.] Now I, one
of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the said Colony, do hereby summon
and require you the said to attend before me, at
in the of os in the said Colony, at the
hour of in the of the day of

in this present year,18 then and there to answer the matters of
said complaint.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of in the
year of our Lord ,
 

(C.)}—-Susxmons.

To of in the Colony of Trinidad.
These are to require you to attend and be personally present at the hour of-

in the of the’ day of . 18
at in the of then and there to be
examined before me as a witness, touching and concerning the matters ofa certain complaint
depending before me on the behalf of against

Given under my hand and seal, this day of in the
year of our Lord
 

(D.)}—Recoenizaxce.
Trinidad, ) A. B., of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted
To wit. J to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, in the sum of —

unds.
C. D., of Pe in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to our

Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, in the sum of pounds.
E. F., of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to our Sovereign
Lord the King, his heirs and successors, in the sum of unds, upon condition
that the said A. B. do personally appear before me, or any one of His Majesty’s special
justices of the peace, in and for theEslony of Trinidad, on the- day of
at in the aforesaid, there to answer the complaint of
and do not depart without leave; then this recognizance to be void, or else to remain in
ull force. .
Taken and acknowledged the day of 183 before

me,
One of His Majesty’s Special Justices of the Peace for the Colonyof Trinidad,

 

(E.)}—Commituent,

Trinidad, | To serjeant of police, and all other police officers whom this may
To wit. S concern,

Whereas was this day brought and charged before me, one of His Majesty’s
special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of Trinidad, on the complaint of

with, &c., And whereas having thought proper to adjourn
the hearing of such complaint for further inquiry, the said hath
although by me required, and does to find sureties for his personal appearance
before me, or some other special justice of the peace, on the day of
at to answer the premises. These are, therefore, in His Majesty’s name, to
command you, the said serjeant of police, and all other officers ofpolice, safely to convey the.
said and to deliver him to the keeper of _ requiring you, the said keeper,
to receive and safely to keep the said until he shall find sureties, or otherwise be
discharged by due course of law. .

Given under my hand and seal, this day.of ‘in the year of our
rd
 

278,—II.

987

TRINIDAD.
 

Appendix (B.)
 

Order in Council.
No. 55.

 



988

TRINIDAD.
 

Appendix (B.)
 

Order in Council.
No. 55.

454 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABCLITION OF

(F.}—Conviction by one Special Justice of the Peace.
Trinidad,) In the day of
To wit Be it remembered, that on the of in the year of

our Lord at in the Colony of Trinidad, is convicted
before me, one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace for said Colony,
for that he, the said did, &e., And I, the said special justice,
adjudge the said for his said offence to

Given under my hand and seal the day and year first above mentioned.

 

(G.)}—Convicrion.

Trinidad, | In the of
To wit. J Be it remembered, that on the day of in the year of

our Lord at in the Colony of Trinidad, is convicted before
us of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of
Trinidad, in sessions assembled, for that he, the said did

and we, the said special justices adjudge the said for
his said offence, to

Given under our respective hands and seals the day and year first above mentioned.

 

(H.)—Commrruent.

Whereas was this day brought before me, the under-signed special justice
of the peace in and for the Colony of Trinidad, on-a complaint that he, the said
did, &c., And I, the said justice of the peace, having inquired into the cir-
cumstances of the case, and having deemed it to be of such a nature as ought tobe tried
before a Supreme Court of Criminal Justice, do hereby commit the said to

there to be detained until discharged by due course of law. These are
therefore in His Majesty’s name, to command you constable, and all other
officers of police, safely to convey the said to the keeper of re-
uiring you, the said keeper, to receive and safely to keep the said until he be

discharged by due course of law. .
Given under my hand and seal, this day of in the year

 

(L)—Wanrranr.

Whereas on the day of I did issue to of
in the Colony of Trinidad, my summons, requiring - to attend before

me at in the of in the said Colony, at the hour of
in the of the _ day of in this present

year of then and there to give evidencetouching and concerning the matters
of a certain complaint preferred to me by against And
whereas the service of the summons on the said hath been made to appear to
me on the oath of one credible witness, and yet the said hath refused or
neglected to appear at the time and placeso appointed : Now you are hereby authorized and
required to arrest the person of the said and to bring before me
at the hour of in the of the day of
at in the of in the said Colony; and for so
doing this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of in the year
of our Lord.

To

 

(K.)}—Commitment.

_ To |. constable
‘Whereas having before me as a witness upon a

certain complaint depending before me, on behalf of against
on this day of 183

at in the of in the Colony of
Trinidad, without lawful cause, hath refused to answer the questions (copy of which questions
is hereunder written) then and there proposed to touching the subject of
such hearing and inquiry: Now I do hereby authorize and require you to detain the said

; im in the of there to
remain until shall submit to touching the subject of such
hearing and inquiry, and for so doing this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, at this day of
in the year of our Lord
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(L.)}—Form or DEciaRAtion.
Form of the Declaration to be delivered by every Emplo er, specifying his intentionsrespecting the mode ofmaintaininghis A prenticed Poe,
Jj, A. B., .. in the town [parish or district] of

in the Colony of Trinidad, do hereby declare my intention to be to maintain the apprenticed
labourers employed by me, whose names are hereinafter enumerated, in the manner stated,
with reference to each of such apprenticed labourers, in the note or memorandum set oppo-
site to the name of each in such memorandum.

L.
M.
N.| By the cultivation of the ground to be by
°. { them appropriated for that purpose.

Q.
R. |
. By an allowance of provisions.

Partly by an allowance of provisions, and
{ partly by the cultivation of groundtobe to
them appropriated for that purpose.M

R
E
<
c

N

 

 

(M.)}—Awarp or Senrencr.
- Trinidad, | Whereas proof having been made to the satisfaction of the district sessions ofTo wit. special justices, held on the day of at
lantation in district No. in the Colony of Trinidad, that
ath not paid to the sum of being the amount stipulated

to be paid by _ to for work and labour done and performed,
according to a contract bearing date the "day of it is hereby
awarded that the said do pay to the said the said
sum of free of all deductions whatsoever, within ‘days after
the date of this award; on pain, in default thereof, of a levy being made upon theproperty
of the said

Thus done and awarded at in the parish of in the
Colony aforesaid, this day of . 183

 

(N.)}—Warrant or Execution.
Trinidad, } Whereas at the district sessions of special justices, held on the
To wit. day of at in district No.

in the Colony of ‘frmidad, it wasawarded that of should
pay to the sum of free of all deductions whatsoever,
within days after the date of that award, on pain, in default thereof, of a le
being made upon the property of the said And whereas the
said hath not paid the said sum of to the
said although the time allowed for the payment thereof hath
expired: These are therefore to command you to levy the said sum of by
distress and sale of the goods and chattels or other property of the said and
it is hereby ordered and directed, the goods and chattels so to be distrained to be sold and
disposed of within days after such levy, unless the said sum of
for which such distress shall be made, together with the reasonable charges of taking and
‘keeping such distress, shall be sooner paid. And you are hereby also commanded to certify
unto what you shall have done by virtue of this warrant.

Given under hand and seal, at the day of . in
the year of our Lord
 

(O.)—~Acr or Transrer.
Trinidad, | Be it known that we . of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in
To wit. J and for the Colony of Trinidad, havingascertained that the transfer of the here-

inafter mentioned preedial apprenticed labourers at present attached toplantation
in the parish of in the Colony aforesaid, belonging to from said plantation
to plantation in the parish o: in the said Colony, also belonging to
will not have the effect of separating any ofthe said attached predialapprenticed labourers from
his or her wife or husband, parent or children, or from any person or persons reputed to bear an
such relation to him or her, and that such transfer will not probably be injurious to the heal
or welfure of said attached preedial apprenticed labourers ; do hereby consent that the said

who is entitled to the services of said predial apprenticed labourers, du
278.—II. transfer
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transfer to said plantation the services of , attached
preedial apprenticed labourers. This act of transfer to be recorded in the Colonial Registrar's
office within one month from the date hereof. .

Given under our respective hands and seals, at in the parish of
in the Colony aforesaid, this day of 183

 

(P.)\—InpEenturz of APPRENTICESHIP.

This Indenture made the day of in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty between A. B., one of His Majesty’s special
Justices of the peace in and for said Colony, for and on the behalf of C. D., an infant, aged

years, of the quarterof in the said Colony, of the one part; and
E. F., of in said Colony, of the other part: Whereas E. F. [the employer]
hath agreed with the said A. B. [the special justice] to take the said C. D. [the apprentice}
as his apprentice for the term of years, to be taught and instructed in the trade or
business of in consideration and subject to the terms and conditions herein-
after contained: Now this Indenture witnesseth, that in pursuance of the said agreement,
and in virtue of the ordinance in this case made and provided, he, the said E. F,, {the
employer] doth hereby for himself, his heirs, executors and admimstrators, covenant, promise
ani e with and to the said A. B, [the special justice] in the manner following ; that is to
say,that he, the said E. F., [the employer} shall and will, during the term of years,
according to the best of his skill and knowledge, teach and instruct, or causetobetaught
and instructed, the said C. D. [the apprentice] in the trade or business of and
all and every the matters and things whatsoever incident or relating thereto; and also
shall and will, during the said term, find and provide the said C. D. [the apprentice] with
suitable and sufficient diet, clothing, lodging and medical attendance, in a hke and equal
manner with the rest of apprenticed labourers in this Colony, and according to the said
ordinance in such case made and provided, and to all other ordinances or laws which ma:
hereafter be made touching or concerning the clothing, feeding, lodging and medical atten-
dance of apprenticed labourers in this Colony; and shall also allow to the said C. D. such
reasonable time and opportunity for education and religious instruction as shall be appointed
or assigned by a special justice of the peace of the district in which the said ‘C.D.shall
reside. And in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereinbefore contained on
the part of the said E. F., [the employer] he, the said A. B., [the special justice] hath placed
and bounden, and by these presents doth place and bind, the said C. D. {the apprentice} as
a apprenticed labourer, unto and with the said E. F. [the employer] for
the said term or period of years, to becomputed from the date of these pre-
sents; and doth hereby, for and on the behalf of the said C. D. [the apprentice] to and with
the said E. F. [the employer] covenant, promise and declare, that he, the said C. D., [the
apprentice] shall and will, during all and every part of the said term of years, truly
and faithfully serve the said E. F, [the employer] asa apprenticed labourer
in the said trade and business of , and diligently attend to the business and concerns
thereof, according to the rules, regulatigns and laws now or hereafter to be in force of and
concerning apprenticed labourers in this Colony.

In witness whereof, I, the said » Special justice as aforesaid, for and on be-
half of the said C. D., have hereunto set my hand andseal, and the said E. F. hath also set
his hand and seal in my presence, at in the Colony aforesaid, the day
and year first above written.

(signed) Cc. C.G.

 

SAINT LUCIA,

 

—No. 56.—
St. Lucia.

Copy of ORDER in COUNCIL, dated 5th June 1834, for giving effect in the Island of
St. Lucia to the Statu‘e 3d & 4th Will. IV. c. 73. for the Abolition of Slavery.

At the Court of St. James’s, the 5th day ofJune 1834:

Present, The King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Wuereas by a certain Act of Parliament passed in the third and fourth year ofHis
Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Colonies; for promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the
persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves,” it is amongst other things recited,
that it is necessary that various rules and regulations should be framed and established for
ascertaining, with reference to each apprenticed labourer within the said Colonies respectively,
whether he or she belongs to the class of attached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the
class of unattached apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-predial apprenticed labourers,’
and for determining the manner and form in which and the solemnities with which the volun
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tary discharge of any apprenticed labourer from such his or her apprenticeship may be effected,
andforprescribing the form and manner in which and the solemnities with which the pur-
chase by any suc apprenticed labourer or his or her discharge from such apprenticeshi
without, or in opposition, if necessary, to, the consent of the person or persons entitled to his
or her services, shall be effected, and how the necessary appraisement of the future value of
such services shall be made; and how and to whom the amount of such appraisement shall
in each case be paid and applied, and in what manner and form and by whom the discharge
from any such apprenticeship shall thereupon be given, executed and recorded; and that it is
also necessary for the preservation of peace throughout the said Colonies, that proper regula-
tions should be framed and established for the maintenance oforder and good discipline amongst
the said apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring the punctual discharge of the services due by
them to their respective employers, and for the prevention and punishment of indolence, or
the neglect or improper performance of work by any such apprenticed labourer, and for en-
forcing the due performance by any such apprenticed labourer of any contract into which he
or she may voluntarily enter for any hired service during the time in which he or she may not
be bound to labour for his or her employer, and for the prevention and punishment of inso-
lence and insubordination on the part of any such apprenticed labourers towards their em-
ployers, and for the prevention or punishment of vagrancy or of any conduct on the part of
any such apprenticed labourers injuring or tending to the injury of the property of any such
employer, and for the suppression and punishment of any riot or combined resistance of the
laws on the part of any such apprenticed labourers, and for preventing the escape of any such
apprenticed labourers, during their term of apprenticeship, from the Colonies to which they
may respectively belong: And that it will also be necessary for the protection of such appren-
ticed labourers as aforesaid that various regulations should be ed and established in
the said respective Colonies for securing punctuality and method in the supply to them of
such food, clothing, lodging, medicines, medical attendance, and such other maintenance
and allowances as they are by the said Act declared entitled to receive, and for regulating
the amount and quality of all such articles in cases where the laws at present existing in any
such Colony may not in the case of slaves have made any regulation or any adequate regula-
tion for that purpose: And that it is also necessary that proper rules should be established
for the prevention and punishment of any frauds which might be practised, or of any omis-
sions or neglects which might occur, respecting the quantity or the quality of the supplies so:
to be furnished, or respecting thePeriods for thedelivery of the same: And that it is neces~
sary, in those cases in which the food of any such predial apprenticed labourers -as aforesaid
may either wholly or in part be raised by themselves by the cultivation of ground to be set
apart and allotted for thatpurpose, that proper regulations should be made and established
as to the extent of such grounds, and as to the distance at which such grounds may be so
allotted from the ordinary place of abode of such preedial apprenticed labourers, and respecting
the deductions to be made from the cultivation of such grounds from the annual time durin
which such predial apprenticed labourers are hereinbefore declared liable to labour: An
that it may also be necessary, by such regulations as aforesaid, to secure to the said predial
apprenticed labourers the enjoyment for their own benefit of that portion of their time durin
which they are not hereby required to labour in the service of their respective employers, an
for securing exactness in the computation of the time during which such preedial apprenticed
labourers are hereby required to labour in the service of such their respective employers: And
that it is also necessary that provision should be made for preventing the imposition of task-
work on any such apprenticed labourer without his or her free consent to undertake the same ;
but that it may be necessary by such regulations in certain cases to require and provide for
the acquiescence of the minority of the preedial apprenticed labourers attached to any planta-
tion or estate in the distribution and apportionment amongst the whole body of such iabourers
of any task-work, which the majority of such body shall be willing and desirous collectively
to undertake: And that it is also necessary that regulations should be made respecting any
voluntary contracts into which any apprenticed labourers may enter with their respective em-
ployers or with any other person for hired service for any future period, and for limiting the
greatest period of time to which such voluntary contract may extend, and for enforcing the
punctual and effectual performance of such voluntary contracts on the part both of such
apprenticed labourers and of the person or persons engaging for their employment and hire:
And that it is also necessary that regulations should be made for the prevention or punish-
ment of any cruelty, injustice or other wrong or injury which may be done to or inflicted
upon any such apprenticed labourers by the persons entitled to their services: And that it.is
also necessary that proper regulations should be made respecting the manner and form in
which such indentures of apprenticeship as aforesaid shall be made on behalf of such children
as aforesaid, and respecting the registering and preservation of all such Indentures: And
that it is also necessary that provision should be made for ensuring promptitude and despatch,
and for preventing all unnecessary expense, in the dischargeby the justices of the peace hold-
ing such special commissions as in the said Act mentioned of the jurisdiction and authorities
thereby committed to them, and for enabling such justices to decide in a summary way such
questions as may be brought before them in that capacity, and for the division of the said re-
spective Colonies into districts for the purposes of such jurisdiction, and for thefrequent and
punctual visitation by such justices of the peace of the apprenticed labourers within such
their respective districts: And that it is also necessary that regulations should be made for
indemnifying and protecting such justices of the peace in the upright execution and discharge
of their duties ; and that such regulations as aforesaid could not without great inconvenience
be made except by therespective Governors, Councils and Assemblies, or other local legis-
latures of the said respective Colonies, or by His Majesty, with the advice of his Privy
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Council, in reference to those Colonies to which the legislative authority of His Majesty in
Counci extends; it is therefore enacted and declared in and by the said Act, that nothin
therein contained extends or shall be construed to extend to prevent the enactment by the
respective Governors, Councils and Assemblies, or by such other local legislatures as afore-
said, or by His Majesty, with the advice of his Privy Council, of any such Acts of General
Assembly, or Ordinances, or Orders in Council as may be requisite for making and esta-
blishing such several rules and regulations as aforesaid, or any of them, or for carrying the
same or any of them into full and complete effect: provided nevertheless, and it is thereby
enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any such Governor, Council and Assembly, or for an
such local legislature, or for His Majesty in Council, by any such Acts of Assembly, Ordi~
nances, or Orders in Council as aforesaid, tomake or establish any enactment, regulation,
provision, rule or order which shall be in anywise repugnant or contradictory to the said
recited Act or any part thereof, but that every such enactment, regulation, provision, rule or
order shall be and is thereby declared to be absolutely null and void and of no effect.

_ Now, therefore, in pursuance of the said recited Act of Parliament, and for carrying the
same into effect within the Island of St. Lucia, it is hereby ordered by His Majesty, by and
with the advice of his Privy Council, That the several rules and regulations contained in the
twelve chapters hereunto subjoined and annexed, and which twelve chapters are and shall be
taken to be part of this present Order, shall extend to and be in force within the Island of
St. Lucia and the dependencies thereof, upon, from and after the 1st day of August in this
presentsr 1834.
And the Right honourable Thomas Spring Rice, one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries

of State, is to give the necessary directions accordmgly, _
(signed) C. C. Greville.
 

Cap. I1.—On the Judicial and Ministerial Agency to be employed.

1. The Colony of St. Lucia shall be divided into not less than two judicial districts.
2. The Lieutenant-Governor shall by proclamationdefine, and, as occasion may require,

shall alter the limits of such districts.
' 3. One special justice, at least, shall be appointed to each of the before-mentioned districts,

4. In each district shall be setapart.one or more tract or tracts of land, which, with the
buildings to be erected thereon, shall be called the Police settlement or Police settlements of
the district.

5. Every such police settlement shall be established in the vicinity of as large a body as
may be of the population ofthe district.

6. It shall be lawful for the special justice or special justices of each district to license in
such district places of safe custody and correction, situate at convenient distances from each
other.

7. The Lieutenant-Governor shall appropriate for the formation ofthe police settlements any
waste lands of the Crown which may be situate conveniently for that purpose ; and in districts
where such Crown lands cannot be found, shall, by exchange or purchase, procure the lands
wanting for the purpose.

8. At the first formation of any such police settlement, the members thereof, assisted by

such hired labourers as may be indispensable, shall be employedin the erection of temporary
buildings for their own occupation; such buildings to be hereafter superseded by more perma-
nent buildings, to be erected by the means subsequently mentioned.

9. At each police settlement shall be erected a house of correction.
10. Until permanent police settlements shall be formed and the buildings requisite for that

purpose erected, it shallbe lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Council, to procure and provide, by hire or otherwise, suitable buildings, to be
occupied temporarily as police settlements.

11. At each police settlement shall also be established a penal gang,to be composed of
such persons as shall be condemned to imprisonment withhard labour.

12. Every such police settlement, place of safe custody and correction, shall be placed under
the gencral charge of the special justices of the district, ard under the immediate superin-
tendence of a special justice of the district, to bz selected by the Lieutenant-Governor for that
purpose, and who shall be called a superintending special justice, and shall reside thereat, or

in the immediate vicinity thereof.
12. Each police settlement shall consist of no less-than one serjeant and five privates, all

being able-bodied men, between the ages of 20 and 50 years.
14. The serjeant and privates ofeach police settlement shall be appointed by the Lieutenant-

Governor, and shall be liable to: be removed by him for bad conduct or inefficiency. .

15, The serjeants and privates shall be liable to be suspended from office by the superin-
tending special justice or justices of the district, subject to the Lieutenant-Governor’s con-
firmation or disallowance of such suspension. .

16. In addition to the police force stationed at each police settlement, the superintending

special justice shall appomt and swear in such persons in their respective districts, asthey
shall think fit, to act as constables. Nothing herein contained shall prevent an apprenticed.

labourer from being appointed, sworn in, and acting as.a constable.
17. The superintending special justices shall, once in each quarter, respectively make to

the Liecutenant-Governor a report of the effective strength and condition of the police force

at each settlement; and of the state of the buildings and provision grounds there, and of the
state and conduct of the prisoners confined therein. 8. Th
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18. The Lieutenant-Governor shall, from time to time, by and with the advice of the
Legislative Council, frame and publish all necessary rules for the internal discipline of the
said police settlements, and of the said places of safe custody and correction; for the clothing,
arming, supporting and remunerating the serjeants and privates of the said police; for remu-
nerating thesaid constables ; for securing the due performance, by the said police and con-
stables, of their respective duties; for the employment of the penal gang, and also of the
serjeants and privates of the said police, when not engaged in policeduties ; for the support
of the prisoner’ in the said houses of correction and places of safe custody ; for a due sepa-
rationof prisoners ofdifferent sexes; for the classification of prisoners; for their religious
instructiog; for the maintenance of cleanliness, order and sobriety amongst them; and for
theprevention andprompt Punishment of an neglect or violation of such rules. And all
rules so framed and published s transmitted for His Majesty’s a i
until disallowed oraltered, remain in full force, ajesty’s approbation, and shall,

19. It shall be the duty of the serjeant and the privates to carry into execution such orders
as they shall receive from the special justice, for the prevention or re ressing of crimes, and, for enforcing obedience to the law, and for inflicting such punishments as are hereby
authorized.

 

Cap. II.---On the Procedure to be observed by the Special Magistrates, in the exercise of
their Jurisdiction.

1. Every superintending special justice shall reside within the district to which he is
appointed, unless when prevented by sickness or other reasonable cause, to be allowed by
the Lieutenant-Governor.

2. Every such superintending special justice shall, one day in each week, or oftener if
need be, at the place of his residence, hold a session for the hearing and deciding upon such
cases as may be brought before him.

3. Every plantation in each district upon which 10 or more apprenticed labourers shall be
employed, shall be visited by a superintending or other special justice once in each fortnight,
or oftener if need be, who shall there take cognizance of such cases as may be brought
before him, whether such cases shall relate to apprenticed labourers employed on that plan-
tation, or to any other apprenticed labourers.

4, Every such special justice shall keep a journal of all the cases brought before him, in
which he shall enter, 1st, the date of the complaint; 2dly, the name of the complainant;
8d, the substance of the complaint; 4th, the names of the witnesses adduced on either
side; 5th, the substance of the evidence; 6th, his decision on the case; 7th, whether the
decision has been carried into effect; sth, any general remarks which he may think
esirable.
5. All such journals shall be kept in one uniform manner, to be prescribed for that pur-

pose by the Lieutenant-Governor. _
6. At the end of each quarter the special justice shall transmit to the Lieutenant-

Governor a duplicate of his journal for the preceding quarter, with an affidavit thereto
annexed, to the effect that it has been faithfully kept, and that, with the exception of unin-
tentional errors, it contains a true account of all the proceedings in which the deponent has
been engaged as such special justice, during the quarter to which it refers.

7. On receiving any complaint, it shall be the duty of the special justice to reduce it to
writing, and to cause it to be read by, or to read it over to the complainant, by whom it
shall then be subscribed. , '

8. If the complaint shall appear to the justice immaterial, and not to deserve further
inquiry, he may at once dismiss the complaint; but if he shall think inquiry necessary, he
shall call upon the complainant to make oath that the complaint is true.

9. Upon taking any complaint, to the truth of which such oath shall have been so made,
the special justice shall either issue his warrant for the arrest of the party charged, or shall
issue, if necessary, a summons for his attendance, as the case may require. The warrant
ofarrest shall be im the form annexed, marked (A.), and the summons in the form annexed,
marked (B.)

10. The warrant of arrest shall be issued in all cases which impute to the party charged
a capital or a transportable offence; in all cases where there is reason to apprehend that the

part charged would endeavour to escape ; and in all cases where there is reason to appre-
end danger to the public peace from delay. In all other cases the justice is to._proceed in

the first instance by summons, if necessary.
11. In cases in which it may be necessary to adduce witnesses in support of, or in answer

to any such complaint, the justice shall issue a summons, if necessary, to every such wit-
ness, in the annexed form, marked (C.)

12. At the time and place appointed by any such warrant or summons for proceeding
upon any such complaint, the justice shall, in the presence of all. parties, or of such of
them as being summoned shall attend in pursuance of such summons, first read over the
written complaint, and then take down in writing the answer of the party charged, and then
proceed to examine on oath the party complaining, and the witnesses, taking downinwriting
the deposition of each witness, which shall be read over to and signed by him.

18. The justice may, from time to time, adjourn any such proceeding for further inquiry,
and if necessary commit the party charged to custody pending such adjournment, or take
bail for his appearance. Every such commitment or bail shall be in the annexed forms,
marked (D.) and (E.)
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ST. LUCIA. 14. At the close of such proceedings/ the justice shall pronounce his decision thereupon,
; which decision he shall reduce into writing, and subscribe with his hand.

Appendix (B.) 15. By any such decision the justice shall; as law and reason may seem to him to require,
Order inCouncil either dismiss the complaint, or sanction any lawful compromise between the parties which

r No. a he may think just, or convict the party charged, or commit him to prison to take his trial for
® 5°: the imputed offence.

16. ff the complaint shall be dismissed, the justice shall, in such his written decision,
state whether it was so dismissed as being unproved, or as being frivolous and vexatious, or
as being malicious.

17. If any such complaint shall be so dismissed as frivolous and vexatious, the justice
may adjudge the complainant, if a labourer, to work in the service of his employer, for any
time not exceeding in the whole fifteen extra hours in any one week, or to any number of
stripes not exceeding fifteen; or if the complainant be the employer, the justice may adjudge
each employer to the payment of a penalty for the use of the labourer, of not less than 10s.
sterling,and not greater than 61, sterling.

18. If any such complaint shall be so dismissed as malicious, it shall be competent to the
justice, at the instance of the party charged, to adjudge the complainant, if an apprenticed
abourer, to imprisonment with hard labour, for any time not exceeding one month, or to
any number of stripes not exceeding 30; or, if the employer of any such labourer, toa
fine not less than 40s. sterling, and not greater than 10J. sterling, for the benefit of the
party charged, which judgment shall be a bar to any suit, action or prosecution against
such complainant for calumny, defamation or otherwise, in respect of such his complaint.

19. If the justice shall, by such his decision, convict the party charged, or shall convict
the complainant of preferring a frivolous and vexatious, or a malicious complaint, such con-
viction shall be severally drawn up according to the forms annexed, marked (F.) (G.)

20. If such magistrate shall commit the party charged to take his trial for the imputed
offence, such commitment shall be drawn up in the form annexed, marked (H.)

21. Upon any such conviction as aforesaid, by such special justice, he shall forthwith
issue a warrant for the execution thereof.

22. All summonses, warrants, commitments and other orders, so to be issued by any such
justice as aforesaid, shall be executed by the police officers of his district, such justice being
nevertheless authorized, as occasion may require, to address the same to any other person or
persons jointly with, or instead of, such officers of police as to him may seem requisite.

23. Any summons, warrant or order issued by any such special justice within his own dis-
‘trict, may, without any further authority, be carried into execution in anypart of the Colony,
though beyond such district.

24. If any person, summoned by any such justice as a witness, shall not appear in obe-
dience to such summons, or appearing, shall refuse to be sworn or examined, or to answer
any question proposed to him by such justice, in relation to the matters depending before
him, it shall Be lawful forsuch justice to issue his warrant for the arrest of any such de-
faulter, or to commit him to close custody, there to remain until he shall submit to be so swora
‘and examined, and to make such answers as aforesaid. Every such warrant of arrest, or
‘commitment, shall be in the forms annexed, marked (I.) and (K.)

25. If it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Lieutenant-Governor and Legis-
lative Council, that the forms of proceeding hereinbefore prescribed are needlessly burden-
‘some upon the justices of the several districts within the Colony, or of any one or more of
‘such districts; or that they impede or interfere with the prompt and effective execution of
‘the law, the Lieutenant-Governor, with advice’and consent of the Legislative Couneil, shall
be entitled to suspend any part of the preceding rules relating to such procedure, or to adapt
the same to the circumstances of the case, so as more effectually to promote the punctual,
orderly and effective execution of the law; and for that purpose to frame and publish rules
and ordinances, which shall be transmitted for His Majesty’s confirmation, and which, until
disallowed, shall be in full force.

26. It shall be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor to assign to such one or more of the
‘special justices as he shall select for that purpose, the following duties; (namely) to examine
‘into the quarterly journals hereby directed to be transmitted by the special justices to the
Lieutenant-Governor; to visit the judicial districts throughout the whole or any part of the
‘Colony, and to inspect the police settlements and places of safe custody and correction
belongingto such districts; and to examine into the state of the police force, and of the
prisoners in the houses of correction and places of safe custody, and of the penal gangs in
‘such districts, and generally to ascertain how far the rules hereby established, or to be
established, under the provisions herein contained, are duly observed, and to report to the
Lieutenant-Governor, at such timesand in such manneras the Lieutenant-Governor snall direct,
‘upon the several matters aforesaid.

27. If any suit or action shall be commenced against any special justice, in respect of
‘any act, matter or thing by him done by virtue and in pursuance thereof; and if the court
shall give judgment for the defendant, the plaintiff shall, by such judgment, ‘be condemned
‘to pay ‘treble costs of suit.

28. If in any such suit or action such justice shall, at any time before final judgment,
‘tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for the wrong or injury in respect of which the same
may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of suit up tothat time incurred; and if the
plamtiff shall refuse to accept such amends and costs of suit, then upon proof made to the
court at the trial of such suit, that such amends have been so tendered and were sufficient,
judgment shall be given for the plaintiff in the amount of the sum so tendered, subject
mevertheless to the reduction therefrom of the costs of suit of the defendant.
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29. No suit or action shall be brought against any such justice in respect of any matter
or thing by him done under or in pursuance hereof, unless the same shall be commenced
within six months after the cause of action occurred.

 

Car. III.—On the Division ofApprenticed Labourers into their respective Classes.
1. By a day to be appointed for that purpose, the registrar of slaves shall deliver to eve

owner of slaves, a list of the slaves appearing in the registry to belong to him; for which
a fee of two shillings only shall be charged.

2. Bya time to be fixed for the purpose, every such owner of slaves shall return such list
‘to the registrar, distinguishing in reference to each slave therein mentioned to which of the
three classes he belongs.

8. To every such return shall be annexed an affidavit to the effect that the distinctions
therein made correspond with the occupations usually pursued for twelve months nextpre-
ceding the date of the Act by each ofthe slaves to whom such returns may refer.

4. If.in any case the registrar shallseecause to doubt the accuracy ofthe return, he shall
appoint a time and place at which the owner shall attend him to substantiate the accuracy
of such return.

5. At the time and place so to be appointed the person to whom such notice shall be
addressed shall attend such registrar, and if required chall bring with him any slave respect-
ing whom any such doubt may have arisen.

6. The registrar shall then proceed to examine the person making such return, and the
slave respecting whom such doubt has arisen, and any witnesses who may be adduced
respecting the truth of such return; and may if necessary adjourn such examination from
time to time. . :

7. The registrar shall then either confirm or correct any such return as he may see fit,
giving notice to the party making such return, and to the slaves respectively, of such his

ecision.
8. If either the party making guch return, or the slave to whom it may refer, shall be

dissatisfied withthe decision of the registrar, such party may on his own behalf, and the
registrar may on the behalf of such slave, apply to the chief or to any other judge of the
superior court in such Colony by petition, setting’ forth the nature of such decision and the
objections thereto. ;

9. The judge to whom any such petition may be preferred shall proceed in a sum
way to hear and to decide upon the same, and his decision shall he final and conclusive.

10. The judges of the said court shall make all necessary rules for regulating the pro~
ceedings upon every such petition in the manner which may be most conducive to method,
punctuality and despatch.

11. When such proceedings as aforesaid shall have taken place, there shall be affixed to
the entry of the name of each predial attached slave in the registry the letters P. A.; of
each predial unattached slave the letters P.U.; and of each non-predial slave the
letters N. P.

12. During the continuance of the apprenticeship the slave registry so corrected as afore-
said shall be deposited amongst the records of the superior courts of the Colony ; and when
any question shall arise respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs, such
corrected registry, or a certified extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive.evidence ofthe fact.

13. Any person neglecting or omitting to make the return or the affidavit before-men~
tioned, or to attend the registrar when summoned by him for that purpose, shall incur
a penalty of not more than 10. nor less than 20 s.; and in the event of the wilful absence
of any such person, it shall be lawful for the registrar to proceed and to decide any such
question as though such party had attended.

 

Car. IV.—On the Maintenance ofthe Apprenticed Labourers.

1. It shall be the duty of every employer of preedial apprenticed labourers, within the
third week of the month of September of each year, to deliver, or cause to be delivered to
the special justice of the district in which such Predial apprenticed labourers are resident,
awritten declaration in the form annexed, marked (L.), specifying whether it is the intention
of such employer, during the current year, to maintain hispredial apprenticed labourers by

_ the cultivation of ground, to be to them appropriated for that purpose, or by an allowance
of provisions.

2. That every employer who shall, by’ such declaration as aforesaid, propose to maintain
his predial apprentited labourers by an allowance ofprovisions, shall be and is hereby bound
and required to supply to such predial apprenticed labourers such amount of provisions,
and of such kind, as_by the clause next hereinafter contained are directed tobe supplied to
non-preedial apprenticed labourers above the age of ten years.

3. Every employer shall be, and is hereby bound and required to maintain his non-preedial
apprenticed labourers, and also his preedial apprenticed labourers, until such written declara-
‘tion shall have been so made and delivered byhim as aforesaid, by an allowance of provisions,
and to supply such provisions to the amount and of the kinds following; that is to say,
each and every apprenticed labourer, above the age of ten years, shall receive in each.week
mot less than seven herrings or shads, or other salted provisions equal thereto, together with
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‘thereby, the number of such penalties beingequal to the num

_ the following articles, that is to say :— “
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21 pints of wheat-flour, or of the flour or meal of Guinea, or Indian corn, or 56 full-grown
plantains, or 56 pounds of cocoas or yams; or, in lieu of the allowances hereinbefore men-
tioned, the allowances following ; namely, four pots of manioc-flour or farine, and two pounds
and one half-pound of salt-fish, or fresh, or salt meat, in every week, and to all apprenticed
labourers under the age of 10 years, one half of the above allowances.

4. All provisions so to be supplied to the apprenticed labourers in the Colony of St. Lucia,
shall be sound and fit for consumption, and of good average merchantable quality.

5. The apprenticed labourers to whom such provisions shall be supplied, shall also be
rovided by and at the expense of their employers, with the means of preserving the same

from week to week, and o: properly preparing the same for human food.
6. Every employer of predial apprenticed labourers, who shall by such declaration as

aforesaid propose to maintain such preedial apprenticed labourers Pythe appropriation of
ground, tobe by them cultivated for that purpose, shell be and is hereby bound and required
to set apart for every preedial apprenticed labourer so to be maintained halfan acre of
land, properly adapted for the growth of provisions, and not more than two miles distant
fromthe place ofresidence of such predial apprenticed labourer. .

7. Every such employer shall be and is hereby bound and required tosupply eve:
pradial apprenticedtabourer, for whom any such gvound shall be so appropriated, with such
seeds and with such implements of husbandry as may be necessary for the cultivation of
such ground, on the first entering of such predial apprenticed labourer in the occupation

thereof. ,
8. It shall not be lawfvl for any pereon :vhomscever todispossessan predial apprenticed

labourer of any land so cultivated him or her, until such labourer shall have had full time
‘and opportunity for reaping. and gathering in all crops by him or her planted and growing
upon such ground. ‘
‘9. The crops, when growing upon any such ground and when severed therefrom, shall and
are hereby declared to be the sole and e»sclute property of the preedial apprenticed labourer,
for and in respect of whom such ground shall have been appropriated and set apart.

10. Every pradial apprenticed labourer for or in respect of whom anygronnd shall be so
appropriated and set apart for his support shal!, out of the annual time during which such
preedial apprenticed labourer is by the said recited Act required to labour, after the rate of
45 hoursperweek as aforesaid,be allowed such number of hours, not being fewer than four
hours and a half per week, and not being more than seven hours anda half per week, as the
Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, shall, by rules
to be framed for that purpose, determine; which rules 5 be duly transmitted for His
Majesty’s approbation, end until disallowed or altered shall remain in full force.

11. If any employer of predial apprenticed labourers within the said Colony of St. Lucia
shall neglect or omit to sign and deliver, in manner and within the time hereinbefore men-
tioned such written declaration as aforesaid, he or she shall incur a penalty of 2. for such
omission orneglect, in respect of the first week in which the same shall occur, with additional
penalties of 41. in the second week, 6/. in the third week, and co on in arithmetical pro-
gression, in respect of each additional week during which such neglect shall be continued ;
and if any employer or manager of apprenticed labourers shall not supply to such apprenticed
labourers provisions of such amount ard quality, and at such times as he is hereinbefore
required to supply the same, or shall not provide such apprenticed labourers with the meang
of preserving such provisions from week to week, or with the means of Properly preparing
the same for human food, every employer shall incur and become liable to a ty equal
to twice the value of the provisions which ought so to have been supplied, or for the preser-
vation and preparation of which such means as eforesaid vught to have been provided, which
last-mentioned penalties chall accrue to, and be for the benefit of the apprenticed labourers
injured by any such oniiesion or neglect; and if any such employer of preedial labourers shall
not set apart for every predial apprenticed labourer who is maintained by the cultivation of
ground, such land of such quality and quantity, and so situate as hereinbefore is required,-
or shall neglect or omit to supply any such preedial apprenticed labourer with such seeds and
implements of husbandry as aforesaid, or’ shell dispessess any such predial apprenticed
labourer ofany land by him or her cultivated, until such preedial apprenticed labourer shall have
had full time and opportunity for reaping and gatheringin all crops by him or her planted,
and growing5upon such ground, every person so offending shall incur and become liable to
@ penalty equal to twice the amountof the loss sustained by every such preedial apprenticed
labourer by every such act, omission or neglect, which penalty shall go and be applied to
and for the use and benefit of the predial apprenticed Idbourer so injured; and if anysuch
employer of predial apprenticed labourers shall neglect or omit to allow to any predial
apprenticed labourer for or in respect of whom any ground shall be so appropriated, such
number of hours as aforesaid in each week for the cultivation thereof, every person so offend-
ing shall for edch and every such offence incur a distinct and separate penalty of 10s., which
shall go and be applied to and for the benefit of the predial apprenticed labourers injured

ber of ial apprenticed
labourers affected by such offence, multiplied by the number of the days on which such
offences may have been repeated. oS .

12. It is and shall be the ‘duty of every employer of apprenticed labourers within the said
Colony once, that is to say, either in the month of January or in the month of June in each
year, and he or she is hereby required to deliver to every such apprenticed labourer for his
or her use either in the month of January, or in the month of June.in each and every year, .

To
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To every male apprenticed labourer of the age of 15 years and upwards,—
One hat of chip, straw or felt, or other more durable material, or one Kilmarnock cap;

one cloth jacket, or blue baize or penisten frock, or seaman’s shirt; two cotton or
linen check-shirts; two pairs ofosnaburgh trowsers; and one blanket.

To every female apprenticed labourer ofthe age of 13 years and upwards,—
One chip or straw hat, or two checked cotton handkerchiefs ; one blue baize orpenisten

frock or wrapper; two cotton or linen check shifts ; two osnaburgh petticoats; one
blanket; and one pair of scissars.

To every male apprenticed labourer under the age of fifteen years,—
One hat or cap as aforesaid ; one clothjacket, or blue baize or penistenfrock, or seaman’s

shirt; one checked linen or cotton shirt; and one pair of osnaburgh trowsers.
And to every female under the age of thirteen years,—
One chip or straw hat, or two checked cotton handkerchiefs; one blue baize orpenisten

frock or wrapper; one check shift, and one osnaburgh petticoat.
13. All the articles 0 to be supplied to such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, shall be

of good average merchantable quality.
14. If any employer of apprenticed labourers in the said Colony shall neglect or omit,

within the time or times hereinbefore for that purpose limited, to supply and Geliver to and
for the use of any apprenticed labourer under his or her management, Och articles of clothi
and household furniture as are hereinbefore referred to, the person so offending shall incurand
become liable toa fine equal to twice the value of the article or articles sowithholden, which
penalty shall go and be applied to and for the use and benefit ofthe apprenticed labourer in
jured by such neglect.

15. Every employer of apprenticed Jabourerswithin the said Colony shall be and is hereby
required to supply each and every apprenticed labourer under his orLer management with a
wooden or iron bedstead, or with boards so arranged as to enable every such apprenticed
labourer to sleep during the night wt an elevation of one foot, at the least, above the round 3
and every employer who shall neglect or omit so to supply any such apprenticed labourer
with such bedstead, pr such means of sleeping above the ground as aforesaid, shall for every
such neglect or omission incur and become lable to a fine of 5s. in respect ofeach and ev
apprenticed labourer, which fine shall be again incurred from week to week as long as ouch
neglect or omission shall continue,

16. Every person in the said Colony being the employer of 40 apprenticed labourers of
upwards, shall and is hereby required to engage a medical practitioner to visit such apprenticed
labourers in such his medical capacity once at the least in each 14 days; and it shall be the
duty ofsuch medical practitioner, and he is hereby authorized end required, to keep ajounal of
the health ofsuchbods ofapprenticed labourers, so placed under his medicalsuperintendence,in
which journal he shall, once in each 14 days, record what is the general state of health of
such body of apprenticed labourers, and shall also enter the name ofeach apprenticed labourer
then labouring under sickness, distinguishing such apprenticed labourers as are thereby dis-
qualified for the ordinary amount of labour, and prescribing such medicines or articles of diet
as may in his judgment be necessary for the restoration of the sick; and it shall be the duty
ofevery such medical practitioner once in each fortnightto deliver a copy of the entries 89
made by him in his journal tothe employer of such apprenticed labourers, whichemployer
shall be and is hereby required to supply such apprenticed labourers with such medicines or

- hourishments, and to allow to such apprenticedlabourers such relaxations of labour as may by
such medical practitioner be so recommended and prescribed; and in reference to every
apprenticed labourer for whom any such nourishmentmay be provided, the rules hereinbefore
contained respecting the food of apprenticed labourers s
and every suchmedical practitioner shall and is hereby required, in obedience to any requisi-
tion to him for that purpose made ia writing by any such superiatending special justice, to.
produce to such justice his journal; and in case of any acute or dangerous disease ofany
apprenticed labourer, the employer ofsuch apprenticed labourer shall:and is, hereby require
to employ at his own costs and charges, a medical practitioner for the care and medical treat-
ment of such apprenticed Jabourer.

17. If any such employer ofapprenticed labourers as aforesaid in the said Colony, orifany
such medical practitioner as aforesaid shall refuse, neglect or omit to do or perform any
matter or thing which such employer or medical practitioner is hereby required to do
perform in and about the eagagement of such practitioner, or in or about the keeping such
journal as aforesaid, or in or about the medical treatment, nourishment or temporaryrelaxation
of labour of any apprenticed labourer, or in or about the production, whenthereunto required,
of any such journal as aforesaid, the person so offending shall, for and in respect of every
such offence, incur and become liable to a fine of not less than 22. or more than 204,

18. Every apprenticed labourer who, on account of any disease, the medicalpractitioner
shall deem it necessaryt confine to the hospital, or to any apartment thereoffor the purpose
of cure, shall be bound, and if necessary may be compelled to submittosuch hospital .
lations as shall be sanctioned by a superintending specialjustice of the district in which such
apprenticed labourer shall be resident. | :
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Car. V.—On the Duties to be performed by the Apprenticed Labourers, and the Penalties
Sor their non-per formance.

1. As regards the apportionment of the 45 hours per week, during which predial appren-
ticed labourers are required by law to work for their employers, it shall be lawful for the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, to make such regu-
lations in respect thereof, as may appear to them best adapted to promote the interests both
of the apprenticed labourers and their employers, and to frame and publish rules and ordi-
nances for that purpose, which shall be duly transmitted for His Majesty’s approbation, and
which until disallowed or altered, shall remain in full force.

2. Subject to the provision lastly hereinbefore contained, and subject also to the deduction
of the timehereinbefore directed to be allowed to predial apprenticed labourers for the culti-
vation oftheir provision-grounds, every predial apprenticed labourer shall be bound and obliged
to work and Idbour for seven hours and a half in each and every day in the year (Sundays and
holidays hitherto allowed by law to the labouring population excepted) in the service and for
the benefit of his employer.

83. For every hour in which any labourer shall absent himselffrom his employer’s service with-
out reasonable cause, he shall be compelled to serve two extra hours,and so in proportion for
every portion of time greater or less than an hour, provided that such extra hours shall not
exceed 15 in the whole in any one week.

4, Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for more than
seven anda half hours in any one week, shall be adjudged a deserter.
. Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for two days

during one week, shall be adjudged a vagabond.
6. Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for more than six

days in any one week, shall be adjudged a runaway.
7. The reaonableness of the cause of absence shall, in each case, be decided by the special

justice.
8. Apprenticed labourers adjudged deserters shall be confined to hard labour for any time

judged vagabonds, to hard labour for any time not exceed-
ing two weeks, and to any number of stripes not exceeding fifteen ; those adjudged runaways,
to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, and to any number of stripes not-
exceeding 30.

9. Any apprenticed labourer convicted ofperformin his work indolently, carelessly, or
negligently, chall, for the first offence, be adjudged to labour in his employer’s service for any
time not exceeding fifteen hours in the whole in any one week ; or in case such labourer be
a non-preedial labourer, to whipping not exceeding 15 stripes; for the second offence, if
within two calendar months, to confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding one
week; for the third, or any subsequent offence, if within two calendar months of the first

offence, to confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding one fortnight, with whip~
ping not exceeding 20 stripes.

10. Any labourer who by the careless use of fire shall wilfully endanger \the property of
his employer or any other person, or who shall wantonly injure thepro rty of his employer

intrustedtohis care, or who shall ill use the cattle or other live stoc of his employer, or who

shallby wilful negligence exposehis employer’s pro to any damage or injury, shall for

such offence be adjudged, in thediserstion of FheTeatice, eitherte extra Ma ur in his
employer’s service for any time not exceeding fifteen hours in the whole in any one week, or to
confinement to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or to any number of stripes

not exceeding 30 lashes, or to any two of such punishments: provided that this enactment
shall not exempt any such labourer from his or her liability to such actions or prosecutions
as other persons of condition may be subject and liable to, in respect of any such acts
by him or her done or omitted, although no such labourer shall be liable to be so sued or pro-
secuted, both under this order andunder such general law as aforesaid.

11, Any apprenticed labourer who shall contumaciously disobey the lawful commands of
his employer shall be liable to any one or any two of the punishments last aforesaid.

12, Any three or more apprenticed labourers who shall agree together to make any resist-
ance to the lawful commands of their employers shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful con-
spiracy, and shall be adjudged to confinement to hard labour for any period not exceeding six
months, with whipping not exceeding 39 stripes.

13. Any three or more labourers who shall be engaged in a combined and open resistance
to the lawful commands of their employer, shall, on conviction, be adjudged to the punish-
ments last aforesaid, or any one of them.

14, Any apprenticed labourer who shall be in a state of drunkenness, or who shall be found
fighting, or who shall conduct himself in an insolent and insubordinate manner towards his
employer orany person in the immediate superintendence of his labour, shall, for every such
offence, be liable on conviction to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding
one week, or to whipping not exceeding 15 stripes.

15. Provided always, that no woman shall be subject to be punished by whipping for any
offence by her committed ; but that in all cases aforesaid in which that punishment is autho-
rized, it shall be understood as applying to the case of males only, and that all the offences
in respect of which such punishment may be inflicted on any such male offender, shall, when
committed by females, be punished by confinement in the stocks. The stocks to be employed
for that purpose shall all be according to one general model, to be sanctioned by the Lieutenant-
Governor; and no female shall for any offence by her committed be confined in the stocks after

sunset
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sunset or before sunrise, or for more than eight hours in the whole for any one day, or for more
than two days consecutively, or for more than six days on the whole for any one offence.

16. All the offences aforesaid shall be inquired of by the magistrates having special com-
missions, and not by any other justice of the peace. But any such special magistrate may,
if he shall see occasion, refer any such case for trial to the superior court of the Colony.

 

Car. VI.—On the Duties to be performed by the Employers towards their Apprenticed
Labourers; and the Penalties for their non-performance.

1. If the employer of any predial apprenticed labourer shall, by force or fraud, protract
the weekly services of such labourer beyond the period by law allowed for that purpose, he
shall forfeit, for the benefit of such labourer, the sum of one shilling in respect of every hour
which such service shall be protracted. ae
2. It shall be the duty of every such employer to intimate to the labourers in his employ

ment, the commencement and the close of the legal hours of labour; for which purpose, a
signal shall be given in such manner as shall, in reference to each plantation, have been pre-
viously approved by the special justice of the district.

8. No apprenticed labourer shall be bound to undertake any task-work, except with his.
own free assent to the same,saveas hereinafter is excepted.

4, Every contract between the employer and the predial apprenticed labourer, for the
performance of any specific work as a task, and.in lieu of the prescribed daily labour, or
‘or the performance of any labour in extra hours, shall, by such employer, be reduced into
writing, and entered in abookto be kept for that purpose on the plantation; which book it
shall be the duty of the special justice to inspect, as often as he shall in manner aforesaid
repair to the several plantations within his district.
 &. No contract between the employer and the predial apprenticed labourer, for the per-
formance of any such specific or task-work, or for the performance of any labour in extra
hours, shall endure or continue in force, or be binding upon the parties entering into the
same, or either of them, after the expiration of 14 days from the making thereof, unless
the same shall have been made and entered into by such parties, in the presence and with
the approbation of such special justice of the peace, or unless, having been entered into
in his absence, the same shail be confirmed and approved by him, before the expiration of
such 14 days. And every such approbation of any such contract shall, by such special -
justice, be attested under his hand in the book so to be kept as aforesaid.

6. It shall be the duty of the special justice, beforeapproving any such contract, to ascer-
tain that the terms thereof are distinctly understood by the apprenticed labourers entering into
the same; and that such labourers have entered into such contract freely and voluntarily,
and that the same is not unreasonable or unjust.

7. In every such contract for task-work, or for extra service extending beyond the period
ofone fortnight, the nature and amount of the extra labour to be performed, and the
amount of the consideration to be given for the same, and the time and manner of paying such
consideration, shall be distinctly expressed.

8. No contract for such extra service as aforesaid shall continue in force for more than one
year from the day of the: date thereof. .

9. Upon proof being made, to the satisfaction of such special justice, of the non-payment
of the consideration stipulated for in any such contract as aforesaid, whether for task-work
or for extra services, it shall be competent to such justice, and he is hereby authorized to
award execution against such employer for ‘the amount of such consideration; and if the
same shall not be paid within one week next after such award, to issue an attachment
against the produce, utensils and other chattels upon such plantation, which execution and
award shall be respectively in the forms annexed, marked (M.) and (N.)

10. Such execution and attachment as aforesaid shall be executed by the serjeant of the
police of the district, who shall thereunder seize and sell so much of the produce, utensils
and other chattels as may be found upon such plantation, as may be necessary for the pay-
ment of such debt, delivering over the surplus, if any, to such employer. .

11. Any apprenticed labourer violating the terms of such contract as aforesaid, for task-
work or for extra service, shall be liable to the same pains and penalties as are before pro-
vided in respect of the violation, by any such labourer, of the duties to be by him performed
in the discharge of the services owing by him by law to such his employer, unless specific
penalties are named inthe contract.

12. Every married woman, notwithstanding her coverture, and every child of the age of
12 years and upwards, notwithstanding his infancy, shall be competent to enter into such
contracts as aforesaid for task-work or for extra service.

13. If any employer of any apprenticed labourer, or any person who, as_ manager or
otherwise, exercises the authority of the employer over any apprenticed labourer, shall
whip, beat, imprison, confine in the stccks, or otherwise maltreat any such apprenticed
labourer, or shall, by way of punishment, commit any assault upon his person, such em-
ployer or other person shall incur a penalty, to be imposed by such special justice as afore-
said, not exceeding ‘51, with imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month, in
default of the payment of such fine. * .

14. In any such case as last aforesaid, it. shall be competent to any such apprenticed
labourer, instead of preferring his complaint to such specia justice, to maintain any civil
suit or action, as in the case of any other free person, for damages for such assault ; andit
278.—II. shat
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shall also be competent to such special justice, if he shall see occasion, to abstain from im-
posing such penalty, and to commit the offender to take his trial for such offence, before any
court having jurisdiction in the premises. If any such employer or other person shall be
convicted before any court of competent jurisdiction, of any cruelty towards vis apprenticed
labourer, or if any such employer or other person shall be twice convicted of inflicting any
corporal punishment, or of making any assault upon theperson of any such labourer, then
the labourer may be discharged from his apprenticeship, by order of the court before which
such conviction shall be had.
 

Cap. VII.—On Offences which may be committed by the Apprenticed Labourers against
“the State, and the Punishment of such Offences.

1. If any three or more apprenticed labourers shall unite together in any riot or tamul-
tuous assemblage, any justice of the peace, who shall be present at the same, shall cause a
flag, or some other conspicuous signal, to be exhibited as a warning to all persons there
present to separate anddisperse quietly. . _.

2. All persons who, at the expiration of 10 minutes from the exhibition of such flag or
signal, shall continue present at any such riotous assemblage, shall, on conviction, be liable
to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any time not exceeding 12 months.

3. No predial attached apprenticed labourer shall reside beyond the limits of the planta-
tion on hich he may be resident on the Ist of August next, unless either by the authority
of his employer, or with the consent in writing of the special justice of such district.

4, Every labourer found in any place more than five miles distant from his residence,
except in his way to or from some place of public worship, and not having with him a
written pass for that purpose from his employer, or from the special justice of the district,
shall be liable to be apprehended and detained, and brought before a special justice; and
unless such labourer shall make it appear, to the satisfaction of such special justice, that he
or she, when so found, was employed upon his or her lawful occasions, such labourer shall,
on conviction, be adjudged a vagabond, and punished accordingly.

5. If it shall be made to appear, to the satisfaction of any special justice, that anyap-
prenticed labourers have, without lawful authority, established themselves in any part of the
Colony as a distinct community, habitually abandoning and neglecting to perform the duties
imposed upon them by law, such justice of the peace shall cause any such community to be
dislodged, and, if necessary, shall also cause their habitations to be taken down and
removed.

6. Any labourer convicted of having been a member of any such community, shall be
liable to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any term not exceeding six months, and, if a
male, to whipping, by any number of stripes not exceeding 39.
. 7%. If any labourer shall, without lawful authority, enter into possession of any land
belonging to His Majesty, or to any other person, it shall be la for any special justice
to dispossess such labourer from such land, and from any buildings thereon erected, and to
cause the same, with all crops growing thereupon, to be delivered up to the owner of such
land ; or in case such owner shall not, within one month after such seizure, appear and prefer
his claim to such land, then the special justice shall order the crops, cattle and other goods
seized thereupon to be sold, and the proceeds of such sales to be paid over to the public
treasurer of the Colony.

8. The summary process aforesaid shall not be taken in any case whereany such ap-
prenticed labourer may have been for two years in the undisturbed possession of any such
and.
9. The special justice may further adjudge any apprenticed labourer, unlawfully taking

possession of such land, to imprisonment, with labour, for any time not exceeding
three months, if it should be made to appear, to his satisfaction, that such possession was
taken fraudulently, and with knowledgethat the party had no lawful claim to such pos-
Session. .

10. No apprenticed labourer shall quit the Colony except with a passport from the
Lieutenant vernor, which passport shall not be granted except with the written consent of

e employer.
11. Any labourer quitting or attempting to quit the Colony without such passport, shall

be liable to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any term not exceeding six months.
12. All persons whose ordinary occupation is on the sea, or on any navigable stream as

fishermen or mariners, shall be registered as such at the office of the special justice of the
district ; and any apprenticed labourer engaging in such occupation, without being firstso
registered, shall be fiable to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any time not exceeding
three months.

13. All vessels and boats not registered under the Navigation Acts, shall be registered at
the office of the special justice of the district, with whom shall be entered the description
ofthe vessel or boat, the name of the owner, and the place at which the same is usually
moored. .

14, No person shall keep a vessel or boat so registered, except bya license from the
Lieutenant-Governor.

15. All licensed owners of such boats or vessels shall be bound to moor them, when not
actually afloat, at the place or places mentioned in such license.

16. All unlicensed vessels and boats shall be liable to seizure and confiscation; and all
other vessels and boats moored at any place not mentioned in the license, shallbeliable to

etention
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detention until the owner thereof shall have paid a fine of not less than 208., nor more
than 51,

17. All persons removing, or assisting to remove any apprenticed labourer from the Colony,
in any boat or vessel, without a passport from the Lieutenant-Governor, shall be liable to a
penalty of 50/., or to imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month.

 

Cap. VIII.—On the Dissolution of the Apprenticeship by Contract or Appraisement.
1, Subject to the regulations hereinafter made, any person, being the employer of any

apprenticed labourer in the said Island of St. Lucia, may, by his or her last will, or by deed
under his or her hand or seal, at his or her pleasure, discharge any such apprenticed labourer,
so far as relates to the interest of every such testator or grantor, and that every such dis-
charge shall, as far as relates to the interest of the testator or grantor, as the case may be,
but no further, or otherwise be valid and effectual in the law, for the perpetual discharge of
any such apprenticed labourer: provided nevertheless, that no person, having a partial or
temporary interest in any apprenticed labourer, may, to the extent of such interest, effect
his or her discharge gratuitously, unless all other persons, having a partial, future or rever-
sionary interest in such apprenticed labourer, shall consent or be parties to such discharge,
or unless such partial, future or reversionary interests shall be purchased in the manner here-
inafter provided.

2. And, in order to prevent the fraudulent discharge of apprenticed labourers, incompetent
from age or disease to earn their own living, it is further ordered, that in case any such deed
of discharge shall be executed gratuitously, and without any valuable consideration passing
to theemployer or other person effecting the same, the apprenticed labourer so to be dis-
charged shall,
justice for the district mm which the apprenticed labourer is resident; and if it shall appear
tothe said special justice that such apprenticed labourer is under the age of 14 years, or
above the age of 50 years, or is labouring underany habitual disease or infirmity of mind
or body, the employer or person effecting such disc shall, under his or her hand and
seal, execute and deliver to the said special justice a bond to His Majesty, in the penal sum
of 50/., with a condition thereunder written for the defeazance thereof, if such apprenticed
labourer shall be properly fed, clothed and maintained until the time when the term of
apprenticeship would have expired, if such discharge had not been made; and no such
pratuitous discharge shall be valid and effectual in the law, until such bond as aforesaid shall

duly executed.
3. Provided nevertheless, that no such bond as aforesaid shall be required in the case of

any discharge by will; but if at the time of the death of the testator, the apprenticed labourer
so discharged shall be under the age of 14 years, or above the age of 50 years, or labouring
under any such disease or infirmity as aforesaid, the estate of every such testator shall be
liable to, and chargeable with, the maintenance of such apprenticed labourer, as fully as if
the said testator had, in his or her life-time, executed such bond as aforesaid.

_ 4. And, to prevent ignorant apprenticed labourers effecting the purchase of their discharge
from persons unable to make any valid title to the same, it is further ordered and declared,
‘that it is and shall be lawful for any person, being the employer of any apprenticed labourer in
the said Colony, to contract with such apprenticed labourer, through the agency of any such
special justice as aforesaid, acting for and on behalf of such apprenticed labourer, but not
otherwise, for the discharge of the said apprenticed labourer, at a price to be agreed upon
between the said employer and the said special justice respectively; and in case of any such
contract, it shall be the duty of thesaidspecial justice, on behalf of the said apprenticed
labourer, tosatisty himself that the person proposing to effect the said discharge has good
right and title in the law, and is competent to effect. the same ; and it shall also be the duty
of the said special justice, without fee or reward, to prepare, in every such case, the proper
deed of discharge, which shall in all cases be executed in the presence of and attested by
the said special justice, or some proper person to be especially appointed by him to be such
witness thereto; and every such deed being so executed shall, such special justice, be
enrolled in the supreme court of civil justice in and for the saidColony of St. Lucia, within
one calendar month next after the-date and execution thereof ; and in case any such deed
shall not be so enrolled by the said special justice, within the said period of one calendar
month, the said special justice shall incur and be liable to the payment of a fine of not less
than 10 /., nor more than 501

5. And to provide for the discharge of apprenticed labourers desiring to obtain the same
by purchase, in cases where the employers of such apprenticed labourers may be unwilling
or unable to contract for such discharge, it is hereby further ordered, that if the employer
of any apprenticed labourer in the said Colony of St. Lucia, or any person having any
interest in any such apprenticed labourer, shall be unwilling to effect his or her discharge, or
shall, by reason of any mortgage or settlement, or lease or charge upon, or interest in such
apprenticed labourer being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to execute a valid
and effectual dischargeof such apprenticed labourer; or if the employer, or any other person
having a charge upon, or interest in, any such apprenticed labourer, shall be a minor, or
@ married woman, or idiot, or lunatic; or if the real employer of any such apprenticed
labourer shall be absent from the said Colony, or shall not be known; or if any suit or action
shall be depending in any court ofjustice in the said Colony, wherein the right to the service
of such apprenticed labourer shall or may be in controversy; or if the employer of any such

278,—TL. "apprenticed
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apprenticed labourer shall demand, as the price of his or her discharge, a greater sum of
money than may appear to the said special justice to be the fair and just value thereof; then
‘and in each and every of the cases aforesaid, the chief civil judge of the said Colony, on
application to him for that purpose made by the said special justice, shall issue a summons
under his hand and seal, requiring the employer of such apprenticed labourer to appear
before him at some convenient time and place to be in such summons for that purpose
appointed, and notice shall be published by the said special justice in the public Gazette of

e said Colony, of the time and place appointed for the purpose aforesaid; and in such
notice, allPersons having or claiming to have any title or interest to or in the services of the
apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, either in their own right, or as the agents,
guardians, attornies, trustees, or representatives of any other person, shall be required to
attend and prefer such claims. , 7

6. At the time appointed for any such meeting as aforesaid, the chief civil judge of the —
. said Colony, in the presence of the said special justice, and also in the presence of the
employer of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, or upon proof being made
to him upon oath of the due service and publication of such notice as aforesaid, then, if
necessary, in the absence of such employer, shall proceed to hear in a summary way what
may be alleged by the said special justice, and by the employer, or other persons claimin.
any .interest in the services of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged,and
attending in pursuance ofany such notice ; and in case the said parties,or any of them, shall
refuse toeffect such discharge at a price approved by. the said special justice, or in case it
shall be made to appear to the said chief civil judge that a valid and effectual discharge of
such apprenticed labourer cannot legally be effected by private contract, or that the employer
of such apprenticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon or interest in the services
of such apprenticed labourer, is a minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic, or that
the employer of such apprenticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon, or interest
im, the services of such apprenticed labourer, is absent from the said Colony, or is unknown,
or cannot be found, or that any action is depending in any court of justice in such Colony
wherein the right to the services of such apprentice labourer is in controversy, then, and in
every such case, the said chief civil judge shall require the special justice and the employer
of such apprenticed labourer, if attending in pursuance of such notice, each to nominate an
appraiser of the value of his or her services for the remainder of such apprenticeship, and the
said judge shall himself nominate an umpire between such appraisers; but if such employer
being duly summoned as aforesaid, shall fail to attend, or attending shall refuse or omit to
nominate an appraiser, then the said judge shall not only nominate such umpire as afore-
said, but shall also nominate an appraiser on behalfof such employer.

2. The appraisers 80 to be nominated as aforesaid, shall be duly sworn by and before the
said chief civil judge, to make a fair and impartial appraisement of the value of the services.
of the apprenticed labourer so proposed to be discharged, and within seven days next after
such their appointment, such appraisers shall make a joint valuation of the said services, and
shall certify such their valuation to the said chief civil judge under their hand sand seals; and
in case such joint certificate shall not be so madeand delivered to the said judge within the
said term of seven days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid, shall
within the next succeeding seven days certify his valuation to the said judge; and the valua-
tion to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers, or in their default by
the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered and enrolled among
the records of the supreme court of civil justice in and for the said Colony.

8. Provided nevertheless, that if it shall be made to appear to the said judge, within one
calendar month next after such valuation shall have been made, that in the making thereof
the said: appraisers or umpire, or any of them, acted fraudulently or unjustly, or under the
influence of any improper motive, or under any mistake as to the nature of their or his duty,
or under any misapprehension of any material matter of fact, then, but not otherwise, it shall
be lawful for the said judge to set aside the said valuation, and to declare the same to be
void, and to direct another valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, for which purpose new
‘appraisers and a new umpire shall in manner aforesaid be appointed and sworn, and shall
proceed to make a second valuation, which being certified to the said judge in manner afore-
said, shall be to all intents and purposes binding and conclusive: provided that such second
or any subsequent valuation may in like manner be set aside by any such judge on the
grounds aforesaid, until a valuation is made not open to any such objection. :

9. Provided also, that if the amount of any such valuation shall not be paid in manner
hereinafter mentioned, within three calendar months next after the enrolment thereof, such
enrolment shall be cancelled.

10. Upon or within three calendar months next after the enrolment in the supreme court
ofjustice of the said Colony ofany such valuation as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any
special justice as.aforesaid of such Colony out of any monies to be supplied to him for that
purpose, by the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, to pay to the treasurer of
the said Colony, the appraised value of the services of such apprenticed labourer, taking
a receipt in wfiting from such treasurer for every such payment; and the chief civil judge of
the said Colony shall, upon application to him for that purpose made by the said special
justice, make an order for the enrolment in the said supreme court ofjustice of such receipt,
and the said chief judge shall by such order further proceed to declare and adjudge, that the
‘apprenticed labourer, by or on behalf of whom such money hath been paid, is discharged;
and such apprenticed labourer shall thereupon be, and be deemed, taken and reputed to be
discharged to all intents and purposes from such apprenticeship. Th

11. The
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11. The money to arise from the discharge of any apprenticed labourer by virtue of the
proceedings before mentioned shall remain in the hands of the public treasurer of the said
Colony, and shall bear interest at and after the rate of 51. per cent. per annum, and His
Majesty’s revenue in the said Colony shall, and is hereby declared to bePledged and respon-
sible for the due payment of such principal money and interest; or shall in the discretion of
such treasurer be invested in the purchase, in his name, of any public funds or securities of
Great Britain and Ireland ; and the chief civil judge ofthe said Colony shall, and he is hereby
authorized, upon application to him for that purpose made, to direct that the. money in the
hands of the said treasurer, and the interest accruing on such money, or the public ds of
Great Britain and Ireland so to be purchased as aforesaid, and the dividends payable there-
upon, shall be the property of the person or persons. who was or were entitled to the services
of such discharged apprenticed labourers, and shall be subject and liable to all such and the
game uses, trusts, limitations, conditions, mortgages, claims and demands of what hature or
kind soever, as such services were subject unto at such time of the discharge of such
apprenticed labourer. And the said treasurer shall hold the said money, and the interest
accruing thereupon, or the said public funds and dividends, subject to such order as such
chiefjudge ofthe said Colony may, upon a summary application. of any person interested
therein, and upon notice to all other persons interested therein, or their agents, see fit to
make; and such principal money and interest shall by such treasurer be paid and disposed
of in pursuance of, and in obedience to, any such order. ,

12, It shall and may be lawful for the chief civil judge of the said Colony to make and
prescribe, and from time to time to revoke and alter, as occasion may require, all such rules
and orders as may be necessary for the regular and proper exercise of the jurisdiction hereby
in him vested, and for regulating the proceedings of all persons who may be parties to or
interested in any question so depending before him.

 

Cap. [X.—On the Removal ofpradialApprenticed Labourersfrom one Plantation
to another.

In every case in which, according to the provisions of the said Act of Parliament, the
consent of the justice of the peace shall be necessary for the transfer of any apprenticed
labourer from one plantation to another, every such transfer shall be given and attested in
the form annexed marked with the letter (O.) and shall within one month after the date thereof
be recorded in a book, to be kept for that purpose by the special justice of the district to
which such apprenticed labourer shall belong.

 

Cap. X.—On the Apprenticeship ofChildren.

_ Every indenture of apprenticeship to be made and entered into by any such specialjustice
as aforesaid, in pursuance of the said Act of Parliament, on behalfof anychildren of any
apprenticed labourers, shall be in the form annexed, marked with the letter (P.), and shall be
kept and recorded in the office of the special justice for the district to which such apprenticed
child may belong.
 

Car. X1—On the Alienation by Sale, Inheritance or Will, of the Services of
Apprenticed Labourers.

The right or interest of any employer or employers to and in the services of any such
apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, shall, upon the death of any such employer, pass to and
become vested in such and the same person or persons as, if the said Act had not been
assed, would by will or descent, as the case may be, have been entitled to such apprenticed

Iabourer, as his, her or their slave ; and such nght or interest shall pass and be transferrable,
inter vivos, in such manner and form, and under and by virtueof such deeds, instruments
and conveyances as slaves have hitherto been transferrable, and have passed in the said
sland.
Provided always, that no such apprenticed labourer shall be publicly or privately exhibited,

or be liable or compelled to attend in person at the time or place of any sale or transfer of
his or her services.

 

Car. XIL—On the Relation in whichthe Apprenticed Labourers will stand towards
é tate. ;

_ No apprenticed labourer shall, during the continuance of his or her apprenticeship, be
liable or competent to serve His Majesty in any civil office, or m any military capacity, within
the said Colony, or to enjoy or exercise any political franchise therein. _-

Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall exempt any such apprenticed
labourer from the obligation of rendering to His Majesty any service, civil or military, which,
in case or in the prospect of any invasion, rebellion or any great public exigency, may, by
His Majesty, or by the Lieutenant-Governor for the time being of the said Co ony, or by any
other lawful authority,beimposed upon him.
-278,—IH, Provided
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Providedalso,that nothing herein contained extends, or shall be construed to disqualify

any such apprenticed labourer from undertaking and discharging any office or employment
in the service of any corporate or ecclesiastical body, or of any person or persons, in cases
where such employments or offices may not be connected with the discharge of any milita
or political duties. v

 

Forms referred to in the foregoing OrpER in Councit.

(A.)}—Warrant,

St. Lucia,| To of district, and all other offi ice in the -
To wit. f Colony of St. Luci : ofticers of police in the
Forasmuch as of in the district aforesaid, apprenticed labo

hath this day been charged before me, one of HisMajestye special justices of
the peace for the Colony aforesaid, on the oath of a credible witness, for that he the said

on, &c, _ at, &e. did, &e. These
are, therefore, to command you, in His Majesty’s name, forthwith to apprehend and bring
beforeme,or someotherof His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the said

strict, thebodyof the sai -toansweruntothesaid ch dto
dealt with according to law. Herein fail you not. ATE and to he further

Given under my hand and seal the ; day of in the year of
our Lord
 

(B.}—Summons.

To of in the Colony of St. Lucia.
Whereas a complaint, on oath, hath been preferred to me b , of

that you, the said did, on the day
of in the year of our Lord [here state the complaint in general terms.] Now
I, one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the
said Colony, do hereby summon and require you, the said to attend
before me, at . in the of in the said Colony, at
the hour of in the of the day of in this present
year, 18 _ then and there to answer the matters of said complaint.
Given *under my hand and seal this day of in the year of our

0
 

(C.)—Summons.
To of in the Colony of St. Lucia.

These are torequire you to attend and be personally present at the hour of in the
of the day of 1s sat in the

of . then and there to be examined before me as a witness,
touching and concerning the matters of a certain complaint depending before me, on the
behalf of against

 

Given tunder my hand and seal this day of in the year of our

(D.)}—Recoenizanca.

St. Lucia,] A. B. of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted
To wit. J§ to our Sovereign Lord the King, His heirs and successors, in the sum of
unds. ,
C.D.of | in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to our

Sovereign Lord the King, His heirs and successors, in the sum of pounds.
E. F. of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to our Sovereign

Lord the King, His heirs and successors, in the sum of pounds; upon con-
dition that the said A. B. do personally ap before me, or any one of His Majesty's
special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of St. Lucia, on the day of

‘at in the aforesaid, there to answer the complaint
of and do not depart without leave; then this recognizance to be void, or
else to remainin full force. -

Taken and acknowledged the day of 183
before me,

One of His Majesty’s specialjustices of the peace for the
Colony of St. Lucia.
 

(E.}—CommitMEnt.

8t. Lucie,| To serjeant of police, and all other police officers whom this may
' To wit. concern.
Whereas was this day brought and charged before me, one of His Majesty's

special justices of the peace in and forthe Colony of St. Lucia, on the complaint of
with, &c, And whereas, having thought proper to adjourn the hearingof

. suc.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 47.

such complaint for further inquiry, the said hath although by
me required, and does to find sureties for his personal appearance before me,
or some other special justice of the peace, on the day of at

to answer the premises: These are therefore, in His Majesty’s name, to
command you, the said serjeant of police, and all other officers of police, safely to convey
the said and to deliver him to the keeper of requiring you,
the said keeper, to receive and safely to keep the said until he shall find
sureties, or otherwise bedischarged by due course of law.

Given under my hand and seal this day of in the year of our

 

(F.)}—Corvicrion by one Special Justice of the Peace.

Sfoa’} In the day of

Be it remembered, that on the of in the year of our Lord
at in the Colony of St. Lucia, is convicted before me,

one of His Majesty's special justices of the peace for said Colony, for
that he, the said _ . did, &e.
And I, the said special justice, adjudge the said for his said

offence, to
Given under my hand and seal the day and year first above mentioned.

 

(G.)}—Convicrion.

St. Luci
To act In the of

Be it remembered, that on the day of in the year of our
Lord at in the Colony of St. Lucia, is convicted before us,

of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of St. Lucia,
in sessions assembled, for that he, the said did

and we, the said -special justices, adjudge the said for
his said offence, to .
Given under our respective hands and seals the day and year first above mentioned.

 

(H.) —Commirment.

Whereas was this day brought before me, the undersigned special jus-
tice of the peace in and for the Colony of St. Lucia, on a complaint that he, the said

did, &e. And I, the said justice of the peace, having inquired into
the circumstances of the case, and having deemed it to be of such a nature as ought to be
tried before a supreme court of criminal justice, do hereby commit the said

 

to there to be detained until discharged by due ‘course of law: These are
therefore, in His Majesty’s name, to command you, constable, and all other
officers of police, safely to convey the said to the keeperof
requiring you, the said keeper, to receive and safely to keep the said until
he be discharged by due course of law. .

Given under my hand and seal this day of in the
year

(1.)—Warrant.

Whereas on the day of I did issue to
of in the Colony of St. Lucia, my summons, requiring to attend
before me at in the of in the said Colony, at
the hour of in the of the day of in this
present year of then and there to give evidence touching and concerning

. the matters of a certain complaint preferred to me b against
And whereas the service of the summons on the sai hath been made to appear
‘to me, on the oath of one credible witness, and yet the said ath
refused or neglected to appear at the time and place so appointed: Now= are hereby
authorized and required to arrest the person of the said an
to bring before me, at the hour of in the of the day of

at in the of in the said Colony;
and for so doing this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal this_—_- day of in the year
of our Lord
To
 

278.—I1. (K.}—CommitMenr,
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(K.)-—-CommitmMent.

wh To kh Constable
ereas aving before me as @ witness : i

complaint depending before me, on behalf of against “pom cern
this day of 188 at in the
of in the Colony of St. Lucia, without lawful cause, hath refused to answer
the questions (copy of which questions is hereunder written) then and there proposed

touching the subject of such hearing and inquiry: Now, I do hereby autho-
rize and require you to detain the said in in the
o there to remain until shall submit to touching
the subject of such hearing and inquiry, and for so doing this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, at this day
of in the year of our Lord

 

(L.)}—For™ or DEcLaRarion.

Form of the Declaration to be delivered by every Employer, specifyinghisintentions
respecting the mode of maintaininghisApprenticed Trrsepeene ”

LAB, . in the town [parish or district]
of , in the Colony ofSt. Lucia, do hereby declare my
intention to be to maintain the apprenticed labourers employed by me, whose names are herein-
after enumerated, in the manner stated, with reference to each of such apprenticed labourers,
in the note or memorandum set opposite to the name of each in such memorandum.

By the cultivation of the ground to be by
them appropriated for that purpose,

\ By an allowance of provisions.

2
5
9
0
3
X

O
n
o
z
s
a
r

Partly by .an allowance of provisions, and
X.( Partly by the cultivation of ground to be to them

appropriated for that purpose.

Ni
s}

 

(M.)}—Awarp or SENTENCE.

St.Lacie, | ‘Whereas proof having been made to the satisfaction of the district sessions of
8

 

To wit. [special justices, held on the day of at plantation in
district No. _ in the Colony of St. Lucia, that hath not paid to the
sum of . being the amount stipulated to be paid by to ;
for work and labour done and performed, according to a contract bearing date the day

of it is hereby awarded, That the said do pay to the said the
said sum of free of all deductions whatsoever, within days after the date

of ‘this award, on pain, in default thereof, of a levy being made upon the property of the
sai
Thus done and awarded at in the parish of in the Colony afore-

said, this day of 183

(N.}—Wagrant or Exgcorion.

St. Lucia,. Whereas at the district sessions of special justices, held on the day

To wit. J of at in district No. in the Colony of St. Lucia,

it was awarded that of should pay to the sum of .

free of all deductions whatsoever, within ays after the date of that award, on pain

in default thereof, of a levy being made upon the property of the said
And whereas the said hath not paid the said sum of ; to the

said although the time allowed for the payment thereof hath expired : These

are, therefore, to command you to levy the said sum of by distress and sale of the

goods and chattels or other property of the said and it is hereby

ordered and directed, the goods and chattels so to be distrained to be eold and disposed of

within days after such levy, unless the said sum of for which such

distress shall be made, together with the reasonable charges of taking and keeping such dis-

tress, shall be sooner paid. And you are hereby also commanded to certify unto

what you shall have done by virtue of this warrant.
Given under _ hand andseal,at the day of

in the year of our Lord
(0.)—Act
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(0.)—Act or TRANSFER.

St. Lucia,, Be it known that we of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in
To wit. J and for the Colony of St. Lucia, having ascertained that the transfer of the herein-

after mentioned preedial apprenticed labourers, at present attached to plantation
in the parish of in the Colony aforesaid, belonging to from said
plantation to plantation in the parish of in the said Colony,
also belonging to will not have the effect of separating any of the said attached
predial apprenticed labourers from his or her wife or husband, parent or children, or from
any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her, and that such transfer
will not probably be injurious to the health or welfare of said attached predial apprenticed
labourers; do hereby consent that the said who is entitled to the services of
said predial apprenticed labourers, do transfer to said plantation the services
0 attached predial apprenticed labourers. This act of transfer to be recorded
in the Colonial Registrar’s Office within one month from the date hereof.

Given under our respective hands and seals, at in the parish of
in the Colony aforesaid, this day of 183

 

(P.)—InpentuRE oF APPRENTICESHIP.

This Indenture, made the day of in the year of our Lord 183
between A. B., one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for said Colony, for
and on the behalf of C. D., an infant, aged years, of the quarter of in
the said Colony, of the one part; and E. F. of in said Colony of the other part:

_ Whereas E. F., [the employer] hath agreed with the said A. B. [the special justice] to take
the said C. D. [the apprentice] as his apprentice for the term of years, to be taught
and instructed in the trade or business of in consideration and subject to the terms
and conditions hereinafter contained: Now this Indenture witnesseth, that in pursuance of
the said agreement, and in virtue of the ordinance in this case made and provided, he the
said E. F. [the employer] doth hereby for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators,
covenant, promise and agree with and to the said A. B. [the special justice] in the manner
following; that is to say, That he the said E. F. [the employer] shall and will, during the
term of years, according to the best of his skill and Knowledge, teach and instruct,
or cause to betaught and instructed, the said C. D. [the apprentice] in the trade or business
of and all and every the matters and things whatsoever incident or relating thereto;
and also shall and will, during the said term, find and provide the said C. D. [the apprentice]
with suitable and sufficient diet, clothing, lodging and medical attendance, in a like and
equal manner with the rest of apprenticed labourers in this Cclony, and according to the said
ordinance in such case made and provided, and to all other ordinances or laws,which may
hereafter be made touching or concerning the clothing, feeding, lodging and medical atten-
dance of apprenticed labourers in this Colony, and shall also allow to the said C. D. such
reasonable time and opportunity for education and religious instruction as shall be appointed
or assigned by a special :justice of the peace of the district in which the said C. D. shail reside:
And in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereinbefore contained on the part of
the said E. F. [the employer] he the said A. B. [the special justice] hath placed andbounden,
and by these presents Both place and bind, the said C. D. [the apprentice] as a
apprenticed labourer, unto and with the said E. F. [the employer] for the said term or period
oF years, to be computed from the date of these presents; and doth hereby,
for and on the behalf of the said C. D. [the apprentice} to and with the said E. F. [the em-
ployer] covenant, promise and declare, that he the said C. D. [the apprentice] shall and will,

 

during all and every part of the said term of ears, truly and faithfully serve the said
E. F. [the employer] as a apprenticed labourer in the said trade and business:
of and diligently attend to the business and concerns thereof, according to the rules,
regulations and laws now or hereafter to be in-force of and concerning apprenticed labourers
in this Colony. .

In witness whereof, I the said - special justice as aforesaid, for and on behalf
of the said C. D., have hereunto set my hand and seal, and the said E. F. hath also set his
hand and seal in my presence at in the Colony aforesaid, the day and year
first above written,

(signed) C€.C.G,

—No. 57.—
St. Lucia. ‘

By his Excellency Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, Knight, Lieutenant-Governor, &c.

Dup.ey Hiu1, Lieutenant-Governor. .

A PROCLAMATION dividing the Island of Sé. Lucia into three Judicial Districts, and
defining the Limits of the said Districts.

Wuerzas by an Order of The King’s most ExcellentMajesty in his Privy Council, bearing

date the 5thday of June 1834, certain rules and regulations have been framed and esta-

blished for carrying into full and complete effect within this Island of St. Lucia, an Act of the

British Parliament, passed in the third and fourth years of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An

Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry
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of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto entitled to the service
of such Slaves:” And whereas by the said Order in- Council, it is amongst other things
ordered and directed, that for the purposes of the jurisdiction and authorities committed to
the justices of the peace, holding special commissions as in the aforesaid Act mentioned, the
Colony of St. Lucia shall be divided into not less than two judicial districts, and that the
Lieutenant-Governor of this said Island shall by proclamation define, and as occasion may

require, shall alter the limits of such judicial districts.
ow, therefore, I, Colonel Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, knight, lieutenant-governor, and

commander-in-chief in the Island of St. Lucia and its dependencies, and vice-admiral of
the same, in pursuance and in exercise of the powers and authority in me so vested by the
said recited Order in Council, do hereby proclaim, order and declare, That} this Island of
St. Lucia shall for the purposes aforesaid in the said Act mentioned, and in the said Royal
Order in Council more fully set forth, be divided into three judicial districts, to be respect-
ively called the First Judicial District, the Second Judicial District, and the Third Judicial
District of St. Lucia.
And I do by this my proclamation define, fix and establish the limits of the said three

judicial districts of St. Lucia in manner following 5 viz.
The first judicial district shal! comprehend and include the respective quarters of Castries,

Gros-Ilet, Dauphin and Anse la Raye; the second judicial district shall comprehend and
include the respective quarters of Soufriére, Choiseul and Laborie ; and the third judicial dis-
trict shall comprehend and include the respective quarters of Vieux Fort, Micoud, Praslen
and D’Enery.
And I dothereby direct, order and declare, that this my present proclamation shall take

effect and be in full force and effect, throughout the said Island of St. Lucia and the depen-
dencies thereof, upon from and after the Ist day of August in the present year 1834.

Given under my hand and the seal of the said Island, this 1st day of August in the
5th year of His Majesty’s reign, and in the year of our Lord 1834.

By His Excellency’s Command,
(for the Acting Colonial Secretary)

i. E. F. Young.
 

St. Lucia. —No. 58.—

AN ORDINANCE enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor and the Legislative Council of
St. Lucia, for fixmg and determining the number of Hours per week which shall be
allotted to Predial Apprenticed Labourers for the cultivation of their Provision Grounds,
and also for regulating the apportionment of the 45 Hours per week during which
Predial Apprenticed Labourers are required by law to work for the benefit of their
Employers. (Passed 1st August 1834.)
Duper Hitt, Lieutenant-Governor.

Wuenrzas by an Order of The King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council passed on the
5th day of June 1834, for carrying into full and completeeffectwithin the Island of St Lucia,
an Act of the British Parliament made in the 3d & 4th year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled,
“ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; for promoting the In-
dustry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the
services of such Slaves,” it is amongst other things ordered and directed, that it shall be
lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor of St. Lucia with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council of government thereof, by rules to be framed and published, to determine the number
of hours per week, not being fewer than four hours and a half per week, and not being more
than seven hours anda half per week, which shall be allotted to every praedial apprenticed
labourer for the cultivation of any provision ground which shall have been appropriated and
set apart for his support, out of the annuat time during which such predial apprenticed
labourer is by thesaid recited Act required to labour, after the rate of 45 hours per week.
And whereas by the said recited order, it is ordered and directed, that it shall be lawful:

for the Liewtenant-Governor, with the advice and consent of the said Legislative Council, to
make such regulations as may appear to them best adapted to promote the interests both of
the said preedial apprenticed labourers and their employers, as regards the apportionment of
the 45 hours per week, during which predial apprenticed labourers are required by law to
work for their employers, and to frame and publish rules and ordinances for that_purpose:
provided always, that such rules and ordinances shall be duly transmitted for His Majesty’s
approbation, and until disallowed or altered shall remain in full force.

ow, therefore, be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by his Excellency Sir Dudley
St. Leger Hill, knight companion of the most honourable Order of the Bath, &c. &c.,
lieutenant-governor and commander-in-chief of the Island of St. Lucia and its depen-
dencies, and vice-admiral thereof, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council of government, in execution of the powers and authority in him and them vested by
His Majesty in that behalf; ;

1. That every predial apprenticed labourer, for and in respect of whom any ground shall
be appropriated and set apart for his support, shall, out of the annual time during which such
predial apprenticed labourer is by the said recited Act required to labour after the rateof
45 hours per week, be allowed five hours per week for the cultivation of such ground.

2. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be
lawful for any person being an employer of any able-bodied predial apprenticed labourer, to

require
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require and exact from such able-bodied pradial apprenticed labourer, and such apprenticed
labourer is hereby bound and obliged to work and labour in the name and for the benefit of
his employer, any number of hours, not exceeding 12 hours in any one day when employed
in manufacturing labour, and any number of hours, not exceeding nine hours in any one da
when employed in agricultural labour; and provided also, that no apprenticed labourer who
shall be required to work and labour both in agricultural and manu acturing labour in one
and the same day, shall be required to work in the whole day more than 10 hours: and pro-
vided always, that the whole number of hours to be exacted from any predial apprenticed
labourer for whom ground shall be set apart, shall not exceed 40 hours, and for all others
shall not exceed 45 hours per week : and provided nevertheless, that all the rules and regula-
tions provided by the said recited Order of His Majesty in Council of the 5th June 1834, and
in the first clause of this Order, be duly complied with ; and further that the day for manu-
facturing labour shall be held to include 24 hours, and the day for agricultural labour to
commence at sunrise, and terminate at sunset.

3. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this ordinance shall
take effect and be in force in this Island of St. Lucia and the dependencies thereof, upon,
from and after the day of the passing thereof.

Given under my hand and the seal of the said Island, this 1st day of August in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, and in the year of our Lord 1834.

By His Excellency’s Command
(for the Acting Colonial Secretary)

H. E. F. Young.
 

—No. 59.—
St. Lucia.

PROCLAMATION by his Excellency Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, Knight,
Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &e. ,

Duptey Hin, Lieutenant-Governor.

W uereas various false reports respecting the state of the population in distant parts of the
Islandareprevalent, and amongst other mischievous rumours, there is now current one to the
effect that the militia of the quarter of Micoud had been under the necessity of using fire-arms
against His Majesty’s free subjects, the apprentices of the said quarter; and having every
reason to believe the same to be unfounded,—

[have thought fit to issue this my Proclamation for the purpose of reassuring the public
mind, and of making generally known, that the recent visits. which I have paid to the
respective districts of the Colony have fully satisfied me of the loyalty of the- labouring popu-
lation, and have inspired me with the fullest confidence, that their legal. services will hence-
forth continue to be performed with diligence, and the public tranquillity maintained as it
hitherto has been, wholly undisturbed. And upon pain of being subjected to the: severest

nalty the law may award, I do hereby caution all parties against spreading reports, calcu-
ated to mislead and disturb the public mind at this critical period.

Given under my hand and the seal of the said Island, this 16th day of August in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, and in the year of our Lord 1834.

By his Excellency’s Command.

H., E. F. Young,
Acts Col. Secy.

 

- —No. 60.—

St. Lucia.

AN ORDINANCE enacted by. the Lieutenant-Governor and Legislative Council of
St. Lucia, for providing for the acquiescence of the Minority of the Predial Apprenticed
Labourers in the apportionmentofTask-Work ; and also providing for the Compensation
coinpeliable from Apprenticed’ Labourers absenting themselves from the service of their
Employers.—(Passed 18th August 1834.)

Dup.ey Hix, Lieutenant-Governor.

_ Wuerzas by a certain Act of Parliament passed in the 3d & 4th year of the reign of
His most Excellent Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “An Act for the Abolition
of Slavery throughout the‘british Colonies; for promoting: the Industry of the manumitted
Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled. to the services of such Slaves ;?
it is amongst other things enacted, that it may be necessary, by regulations in certain cases,
to require and provide for the acquiescence of the minority of the predial apprenticed
labourers attached to any plantation or estate in the distribution and a portionment amongst
the whole body of such labourers, of any’ task-work which the majority of such body shall
be willing and desirous collectively to undertake. Oe
And it is also by the said recited Act provided, that any Ordinance, to be framed under

and by virtue of the said Act,may contain provisions for compelling any apprenticed labourer
who shall, during his or her apprenticeship, wilfully absent himself or herself from the
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service of his or her employer, either to serve his or her employer after the expiration of his
or her apprenticeship, for so long a time as he or she shall have so absented himself or her-

self from such service, or to make satisfaction to his or her employer for the loss sustained by

such absence (except in so far as he or she shall have made satisfaction for such absence, either
out of such extra hours as aforesaid, or otherwise), but nevertheless so-that such extra service

or compensation shall not be compellable after the expiration of seven years next after the
termination of the apprenticeshipof such apprentice.
And whereas by an Order of His said most Excellent Majesty, in his Privy Council, bear-

ing date the 5th June 1834, certain rules and regulations have been framed and established
for carrying into full and complete effect, in this said Island, the above recited Act of Parlia-

ment, but no provision has been made for the purpose of securing the acquiescence of the
minority of apprenticed labourers as aforesaid: And whereas it is expedient that such provi-

sion be made, and that rules and regulations be forthwith framed and established for that
se. ;

P ow therefore, in pursuance ofthe said recited Act of Parliament, it is hereby enacted and
ordained, by his Excellency Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, &c. &c. lieutenant-governor and
commander-in-chief of the Island of St. Lucia and the dependencies thereof, vicc-admiral.
of the same, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative ‘Council of Government,
in exercise of the powers and authority in him and them vested by His Majesty in that

alf;
1. That in every contract which may be entered into between any employer, and the

able-bodied predial apprenticed labourers attached to any plantation or estate for the per-
formance of any specific work as a task, and in lieu of the prescribed daily labour, or for the
performance of any labour in extra hours, and where in aid of such. contract the majority,
consisting of not less than two-thirds of the whole number of such apprenticed labourers
shall be willing and desirous collectively to undertake such specific task-work, it shall and

may be lawful for any such employer to distribute and apportion among the whole body of
such able-bodied predial apprenticed labourers attached to such plantation, such specific or
task-work, and such contract shall be held as in force and equally binding upon the mino-

rity of such able-bodied apprenticed labourtrs, as if such minority had been parties to and
had formerly acquiesced in the said contract, and such minority shall be bound and obliged
and compellable, under and by virtue of such contract, to work and labour for the benefit of
their employer in such specific or task-work as aforesaid.
Provided always, that for the violation of the terms of such contract for any specific or

task-work, all the fines to which any employer shall and may be liable shall be duly enforced
against such employer, and that all the same pains and penalties be equally enforced against
any such apprenticed labourer to which he or she shall and may be liable for and in respect
of the violation by him or her ofthe duties owingby bim or her by law to such employer, and
which pains .and penalties are by the said recited Royal Order declared to be applicable to
any breach of such contract, unless specific penalties be named in the said contract: and
provided always, that all the rules and regulations respecting the form, conditions and mode
of execution of such contract be duly observed as are in and by the said Royal Order in
Council for that purpose made and provided.

2. And be it, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed
labourer who shall during his or her apprenticeship wilfully absent himself or herself from
the service of his or her employer, shall be compelled either to serve his or her employer
after the expiration of his or her apprenticeship, for so long atime as he or she may have
80 absented himself or herself from such service, or to make satisfaction to his or her

employer for the loss sustained by such absence (except so far as he or she shall have made
satisfaction for such absence, either out of such extra hours, not exceeding fifteen extra

hours in the whole in any one week): provided always, that such extra service or com-
pensation shall not be compellable after the expiration of seven years next after the termi-

nation of the apprenticeship of such apprentice : provided always, and be it enacted, that
all the same pains and penalties to which any such apprenticed labourer shall and may

be liable for neglect or violation of duty during the period of his or her apprenticeship are
declared to be, and are hereby made applicable to, and shall and may be duly enforced
against such apprenticed labourer during the continuance of such additional labour or pro-
longed apprenticeship: provided always, that the time or times during which such appren-
ticed labourer shall have so absented himself or herself from the service of his or her
employer, shall be established by conviction before any special justice of the peace within
the limits of his judicial district, whose conviction of any such apprenticed labourer shall be

a sufficient warrant and authority to such employer to compel the performance of such addi-
tional-labour, or to authorize such prolonged apprenticeship as by the said Act is provided.

3. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this Ordinance shall take effect

and be in force within thisIsland of St. Lucia, and the dependencies thereof, from and after
the day of the date of the promulgation thereof.

Given under my hand and the seal of the said Island, this eighteenth day ofAugust,
in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, and in the year of our Lord 1834.

By his Excellency’s Command,

H. E. F. Young,
Acts Col. Secy.
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—No. 61.—
St. Lucia.

AN ORDINANCE enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor and Legislative Council of
St. Lucia, for abolishing the office of Commissary-Commandant, and in lieu thereof
establishing the office of Justice of the Peace, and defining and regulating the Duties
to be performed bythesaid Officer within the Island of St. Lucia. ‘Passed 23d
October 1834.)

Duptey Hitt, Lieutenant-Governor.

Whereas, in consequence of the new state and relations of society in this Island, it is
expedient to abolish the office of commissary-commandant within this Island, and to esta-
blish the office of “ justice of the peace” in lieu thereof, and to define and regulate the
duties to be performed by justices of the peace: Now therefore be it, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained, by his Excellency Sir Dydley St. Leger Hill, knight companion of
the most honourable Military Order of the Bath, knight of the PortugueseOrder of the
Tower and Sword, colonel in the British Army and in that of Portugal, lieutenant-governor
and commander-in-chief in and over the Island of St. Lucia, and the dependencies thereof,
and vice-admiral of the same, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council
of Government, in exercise of the powers and authority in him and them vested by His
Majesty in that behalf;

1. That an Ordinance, bearing date the 26th day of July 1825, intituled, “ An Ordi-
nance, making more effectual provision for the discharze of the office of Commissary-Com-
mandant ;” and that another Ordinance, bearing date the 6th day of March 1832, intituled,
“ An Ordinance, regulating the Jurisdiction of Commissaries-Commandant or Justices of
the Peace in civil and crimimal Matters,” shall be, and the same are repealed, saving and
excepting in so far as the said recited ordinances may have repealed any prior ordinances or
regulations.

2. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that upon, from and after the passing
of this present ordinance, the office, title and designation of commissary-commandant and
lieutenant commissary-commandant, in civil and criminal matters, in the respective quarters
of the said Island, shall be and the same are hereby abolished; and it shall and may be
Jawful for the Lieutenant-Governor or officer administering the governmentof this Island for
the time being, by any special commission, or by general commission of the peace, issued
under his hand and the public seal of the said Island, to nominate, appoint and assign, or
to include in the said general commission of the peace, any good, fit and proper person
or persons, constituting him or them a justice or justices of the peace for the whole of this
Colony, or for any parish, quarter or other district of the same, to perform all the several
duties attached and appertaiming tothe office of a justice of the peace, inmanner herein-
after mentioned: provided always, that no person or persons, so nominated, appointed and
assigned as a justice of the peace, shall be entitled to enter upon the duties of his or their
said office of justice of the peace, unless he or they shall have first taken the usual oaths
appointed to be taken by persons in office: provide always, that no advocate or procureur
of the Royal Court, or other legal practitioner in this Island, shall be bound and obliged,
whilst so practising, to accept of and serve the said office of a justice of the peace.

3. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons shall
refuse or neglect to enter upon, or to take upon himself or themselves, or to perform the
duties of the said office of a justice or justices of the peace for the whole of the said Island,
or for any parish, quarter or district of the same, such person or persons shall, upon con-
viction thereof, forfeit and pay the sum of 501. sterling: provided always, that no person

_ shall be compellable to serve the office of a justice of the peace, for a longer period than one
year from the date of his nomination, if he shall give to his Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor, three months’ written notice of such his intention to decline further service : pro-
vided always, that no person shall be compellable to serve again the said office of a justice
of the peace within one year after the date of his resignation.

4. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the justices of the peace for the
whole of the said Island, or for any parish, quartet or district thereof, shall have, possess
and exercise jurisdiction, power and authority in all civil matters not exceeding the amount
of 160 livres, and not prohibited by the Royal Order in Council, of 20th June 1831; that
all proceedings in civil matters shall be simple and summary, and without appeal: and it
shall and may be lawful for any one or more justice or justices of the peace, upon the
application of any individual feeling himself aggrieved, to receive the demand, along with

e particulars thereof in writing, and to issue, or cause to be issued, a written notice or
citation, containing the particulars of the demand, and to direct and authorize any constable,
officer of police or other person by him duly authorized to serve the same on the parties,
either personally or at their usual or last known place of abode, with a summons to appear
before the said justice or justices of the peace, within not less than 24 hours after due
notice of the same, upon a certain day to be named in the citation ; and every constable,
officer of police or other person duly authorized to that effect, serving the notice or citation,
shall return the original notice and citation to the justice of the peace issuing the same,
and shall make oath of the due service thereof;and all witnesses and others shall be cited,
summoned and warned to attend before any justice or justices of the peace, in the same way
and manner as that ordered to be practised and observed for the citing and summoning the
parties themselves; and any witness refusing, neglecting or omitting to attend, without any
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lawful and reasonable excuse when duly warned to that effect, on oath also made to that
effect, or attending, shall refuse to give his or her evidence, such witness may, for such
refusal, be committed to the nearest gaol until he or she shall submit to be sworn or affirm,
or to give such his or her evidence: provided always, that if the witness to be cited be an
apprenticed labourer, the summons or citation shall be served on the employer of any such
apprenticed labourer; and such employer, neglecting or refusing to permit such apprenticed
labourer to attend, shall be liable to and incur all the same penalties set forth in this present
clause.

5. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that upon the defendant not appearing
personally or by some person on his behalf, when duly cited, the justice or justices of the
peace may proceed to hear the case ex parte, and to award and pronounce judgment ; and
in the event of the defendant appearing, the justice of the peace may proceed to hear the
parties respectively, and if necessary, to examine the witnesses upon oath, and to pronounce
judgment accordingly, and thereafter to issue‘a warrant under his hand to levy on the goods
and chattels of the party condemned, which warrant may be executed throughout the whole
extent of the Colony; and any constable, officer of police, or other person duly authorized,
may in virtue thereof proceed to levy upon the goods and chattels of the party so con-
demned, other than the wearing apparel, not exceeding one hundred livres, and implements
of trade of the defendant, any law, usage or custom to the eontrary notwithstanding, suffi-
cient wherewith to pay and satisfy the amount of the judgment, together with the costs; and
the said goods and chattels so levied upon may be immediately appraised and valued by any
two persons approved ofby the justice orjustices of the peace ; and the goods so levied upon
may be given over to the creditor at the appraised value, he, the creditor, paying all fees and
expenses, or the said goods and chattels may be sold in the most public street or place,
public notice thereof béing given forty-eight hours previously, and the proceeds thereof, after
paying the fees and expenses, shall be applied in satisfaction of the demand, and the surplus,
if any, shall be delivered to the person levied upon: provided always, that if a return be
made to the satisfaction of the justice or justices, that no goods and chattels whereon to make
sufficient levy can be found, the said justice or justices ofthe peace may, by warrant under
his or their hand andseal, authorize the arrest of the defendant, and direct him to be carried
to the nearest gaol, there to be detained at the rate ofone entire day’s incarceration for every
sum of five livres and under, of the amount awarded by the judgment, and no longer: pro-
vided always, that such imprisonment shall not be held to extinguish the debt, but the said
debt may be recovered at any future period, should any goods or chattels whereon to le
be found : and provided also, that no person shail be lable to beimprisoned a second time
for the same debt: provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for the keeper of any
gaol in the said Island to discharge out of his custody any such defendant if the incarcerating
creditor shall not, within six hours after committal, deposit the sum of two livres per diem, in
order to meet and to cover the expenses ofsuch maintenance, and to defray all gaol fees.

6. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any justice or justices of the peace
in and for the whole of the said Island, or of any parish, quarter or district thereof, shall
have, possess and exercise jurisdiction and authority to preserve and to cause to be preserved
the King’s peace, to suppress all riots and affrays, to disperse all disorderly and tumultuous
assemblages, and for that purpose to call in the aid and assistance of all His Majesty’s liege
subjects present, who, if able, shall be bound to obey all lawful commands, and to appoint
special constables, who neglecting or refusing to serve as such, shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding one hundred livres for each and every offence, to be recovered by distress and
levy as 1s hereinbefore provided; and in case of extreme necessity, it shall and may be
lawful for any two or more justices ofthe peace to require, through the nearest commanding
officer of any detachment of militia, the services and assistance of the militia or military force
in the Island: provided that one justice of the peace bealways present with such force, and
issuing any necessary orders, commands and instructions through the commanding officer
only.

7. And be it enacted, by the auihority aforesaid, that it shall be the duty of the justices
of the peace to do and perform all the duties directed and prescribed heretofore to beper-
formed by commissaries-commandant under and by virtue of any ordinance or ordinances,

" to take cognizance of.all petty misdemeanors, petty assaults and other breaches of the peace
which he may in his discretion consider not sufficiently grave to be sent before the judge of
police.

8. Andbe it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in all matters of police it shall and
may be lawful for any justice or justices of the peace, either on his or their own view, or on
the evidence of one or more credible witnesses, or on the voluntary confession of the party
accused, to adjudge such offender to imprisonment in the common gaol of the parish or
quarter for a term not exceeding 14 days, with or without hard labour, or a fine not exceed~
ing 160 livres, or whipping not exceeding 25 stripes,-or anytwo or more of such kind of
punishment together. yo

9. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any one or more justices of the peace,
within their respective parishes or quarters, shall appropriate and set apart one day at the
least in each and every week for the holding of a court in the towns of Castries, Soufriére and
Vieux-Fort, for the hearmg and trial of such matters and things as may be brought before the
said court for judgment and decision.

10. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons shall pre-
- sume to obstruct, prevent or in any way disturb, molest or ill-treat-any justice -or justices of
the peace, or any person or persons employed by him or them in the execution of their duties
. pursuant



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 479

pursuant to this ordinance, the person or persons so offending shall severally forfeit and pay
for every such offence, on conviction before any justice of the peace, other than the justice of
the peace so molested and ill-treated, a sum not exceeding 160 livres, to be levied mm default
of payment by warrant of distress under the hand and seal of the justice of the peace convict~
ing, upon the goods and chattels of such offender or offenders, and in default ofsuch satisfaction,
such offender or offenders shall and may be imprisoned for any time not exceeding 14 days:
provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for anyjustice of the peace to confmit to gaol
any person guilty of an open contempt to such justice in the actual execution of his office,
for any time not exceeding 14 days, there to remain, unless such offender shall sooner make
his submission to the satisfaction of such justice of the peace.

11. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no suit or action shall be brought
against any justice of the peace in respect of any act, matter or thing by him done under and
in pursuance of this present ordinance, unless the same shall be commenced within six
calendar months after the cause of action occurred; and if any suit or action shall be com-
menced against any such justice of the peace for any act, matter or thing done by virtue or
in pursuance of this ordinance, and such justice of the peace shall at any time before trial
tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for any wrong or injury in respect of which the same
may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of suit, then upon proof made to the court at
the time of such suit that such amends have been so tendered and were sufficient, judgment
shall be given to the plaintiff for the amount of the sum so tendered, and subject to the
deduction therefrom ofthe costs of the defendant.

12. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all fines recovered under and pur-
suant to the present ordinance, shall go to and be applied to the uses of this Colony.

13. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no greater fees shall be taken or
demanded for any matter or thing to be done under and by virtue ofthis ordinance, save those
mentioned in the Tariff hereunto annexed.

14. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this present ordinance shall take
effect and be in force within the said Island and the dependencies thereof from and after theday of the promulgation hereof. RGIS Buereor Tom and aiter w

Given under my hand and the seal of the said Island, this 23d day of October, in the
fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, and in the year of our Lord 1834.

By His Excellency’s Command,

Hf. E. Fox Young,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Tanrirr.

Fee for serving Notice to party and witnesses, in town, one livre; in country, one livre,
and one livre per mile.

Fee for levying on goods, five livres if in town; five livres if in country, and one livre
per mile.

Fee for appraising, two livres each appraiser.
Fee for selling, one livre in every Spanish dollar.

 

— No. 62. —
St. Lucia.

Cory of an ORDINANCE by the Lieutenant-Governor and Legislative Council of
St. Lucia, enacting and ordaining certain Rules and Regulations respecting the Rural
Police Establishments, and respecting Houses of Correction and Penal Gangs within
the Island of St. Lucia.—(Passed 1st December 1834.)

Wuereas by a certain order of His most Excellent Majesty King William the Fourth,
in his Privy Council, bearing date the 5th day of June 1834, for carrying into full effect
within this said Island of St. Lucia an Act of the Imperial Parliament, passed in the 3d and
4th years of the reign of His said Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery
throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and
for compensating the persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves,” the Lieutenant-
Governor of St. Lucia is by the said recited order directed and authorized, by and with the
advice of the Legislative Council of ‘the said Island, from time to time to frame and publish
all necessary rules for the internal discipline of the police establishment, and ofplaces ofsafe
custody and correction in the said Island; for the clothing, arming, supporting and remu-
nerating the serjeants and privates of the said police; for remunerating constables; for
securing the due performance by the said police and constables of their respective duties ;
for the employment of the penal gangs, and also of the serjeants and privates of the said
police when not engaged in police duties; for the support of the prisoners in the said houses
of correction and places of safe custody; for a due separation of prisoners of different sexes;
for the classification of prisoners; for their religious imstruction; for the maintenance of
-cleanliness, order and sobriety amongst ¢hem ; and for the prevention and prompt punish-
ment of any neglect or violation of such rules.
Now, therefore, in pursuance and in virtue of-the said recited Royal Order in Council; Be

it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by his Excellency Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, x. c. 8.
&c. &e. &c., lieutenant-governor aud commander-in-chief in and over the Island of St. Lucia
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and its dependencies, and vice-admiral of the same, &c., by and with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Council, in exercise of the powers and authority in him and them vested
by HisMajesty in that behalf;

1, That the Lieutenant-Governor or officer administering the government of this said Island
is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint duringPleasure a certain number of persons
to compose, and act as the rural police ofthis Island, and during the period ofthe service and
good conduct of such persons as police officers they shall receive the following pay; that is
to say, each serjeant in the police shall receive the sum of ten livres, current money of this
Island, per day, to be paid to him in equal monthly instalments by the colonial treasurer in
this Island, through the stipendiary special justice of the district to which the said police
officer is attached; and each private of the police shall receive the sum of five livres like
current money per day, to be paid to him in equal monthly instalments in manner aforesaid.

2. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that as vacancies occur among the
serjeants at the police establishments it shall and may be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor
or offieer administering the government to promote privates for good ‘conduct to such
vacancies from time to time.

8. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the serjeants and Privates of police
so to be appointed under and by virtue of this ordinance, shall each and every of them,
previously to his entering upon the execution of the duties of his office, take an oath before
the stipendiary special justice of the peace of the district where the police settlement.is, of
which such serjeant or private shall be a member; which oath any such stipendiary special
justice of the peace of such district is hereby authorized to administer; the tenor of which to
be as follows :—

“JT, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely swear, that I will well and truly serve our Sovereign
Lord the King as a police officer for the judicial district of this Island,
according to the best of my skill, ability and knowledge. Sohelp me Gop.” .

4. Andbe it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the several privates appointed to the
respective police establishments shall mmediately on their enrolment be respectively num-
bered by the serjeant of such establishment, and each shall be provided with the following
dress or uniform; that is to say, a blue cloth jacket with skirts so made as to button close
up to the chin, with a standing collar; on each side of each collar shall be worked in scarlet
cloth the letter or number, distinguishing the police settlement or judicial district to which
such private belongs; one pair of duck trowers, one black hat and two pairs of strong shoes;
that each serjeant shall be provided with a blue cloth jacket with standing collar, on each
side of which shall be worked in scarlet cloth the letter or number distinguishing the police
settlement or judicial district to which such serjeant belongs, and with three stripes or
chevrons in scarlet cloth on the left arm; and that in all other respects the serjeants shall
be dressed as the privates are hereby directed to be; which said uniforms are to be worn by
the said police officers at all times when on actual duty; and the said uniforms and other
articles shall be annually furnished to them at the public expense, under the direction of the
Lieutenant-Governor or officer administering the government of this said Island.

5. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the Lieutenant-Governoror officer
administering the government is hereby authorized and empowered to arm and accoutre the
said police officers in such manner as shall be deemed expedient for the due performance of
their duties, which said arms and accoutrements shall be provided at the public expense,
and shall be kept and preserved at all times in complete order, and be deposited in some
convenient place to be appropriated to that purpose at each police settlement.

6. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be the duty of each and
every serjeant and private of each police settlement, to carry into prompt execution all such
lawful orders and commands as they shall respectively from time to time receive from any
special justice or justices of the district under the Order in Council of 5th June 1834, or from
any other magistrate as hereinafter mentioned, for the prevention or repressing of crimes and
enforcing obedience to the laws.

7. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the serjeants and privates of the
rural police shall act as conservators of the peace for the respective judicial districts to
which they belong; and they shall have, exercise and enjoy within their respective districts,
all the powers, authorities and immunities which are incident to the office of a constable or
other officer of the general police of this Island, and which are by the general law of the said
Island vested inand given to constables or officers of police in general; and all such powers,
authorities and immunities are hereby declared to be fully and absolutely vested in and given
to such serjeants and privates of the rural police, so long only as such serjeants and privates
of the rural police shall remain and be employed in such capacity, and no longer.

8. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases in which any officer of
police shall be guilty.of any disobedience of any lawful commands, or infringement of any
ye-laws or regulations for the government of the police establishments,or other impro-

priety of conduct or breach of duty as such police officer, it shall and may be lawful for any
two special justices of the peace of the judicial district to which such police officer belongs,
and before whom any such police officer shall be convicted of anysuch offence, to impose
penalty on him of not more than 14 days’ pay and not less than two days’ pay; and in oe

e
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the said fine shall not be paid immediately or within such time as the special justices shall
direct before whom the conviction took place, such special justices of the peace are hereby
authorized end directed to deduct the amount of such fine, and detain the same from thepay
and salary due and owing tosuch police officer.

9. And be it enacted, hy the authority aforesaid, that the serjeant at each police settlement
shall muster the privates twice a day for morning and evening parade, and each serjeant
shall keep an orderly book or books in which he shall faithfully and accurately enter and
transcribe a daily written report as to the effective strength, condition and conduct of the
privates and of prisoners under his charge and superintendence, specifying the names of all
offenders, nature of offence and punishment with the name of the committing special justice;
and the orderly book or books shall be open for inspection to any special justice of the
peace or other person duly authorized, visiting and inspecting the police settlement.

10. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in the event of any insubordinate,
refractory or mutinous behaviour among the privates at any police settlement, it shall and
may be lawful for the serjeant to place the offending party under arrest, and detain the
offender until a communication can be made to and an answer received from the nearest
special justice of the peace for the district.

11. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases of emergency, it shall
and may be lawful for any special justice of the peace to summon or cause tobesummoned,
either by signal or otherwise, to his assistance, any number of police officers from any other

lice settlement, and the person having charge of such other police settlement not himself
Feing @ special justice, shall furnish the said assistance.

12. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for any
police officer in uniform, upon reasonable cause being shown to him to enter upon any plan-
tations and estates within the district, and to search for absentees, and every employer or

rson having the charge of any apprenticed labourer shall, as soon as possible after he or she
shall have obtained the knowledge that any one or more of such apprenticed labourers has
or have absented himself, herself or themselves without the permission or sanction of such
employer or person having such charge as aforesaid, make such report thereof to any special
justice of the peace for the district, who shall thereupon direct and authorize any police
officer of his district, in order that measures may be forthwith adopted for the apprehension
of such absentee or absentees; it being hereby declared that the fee for the capture of such
runaway shall be at the rate of ten livres per head if in the country and five livres per head if
in town, and no more, to be paid by the employer of such absentee: provided always, that if
any person or persons shall presume to obstruct or in any way molest, disturb or ill-treat any
officer of the police or any constable in the execution of their duties pursuant to this ordinance,
the person or persons so offending shall severally forfeit and pay for every such offence, on
conviction before any special justice of the peace, a sum not exceeding 500 livres, to be levied
by warrant of distress under the hand and seal of the special justice of thepence so convicting,
upon the goods and chattels of such offender or offenders; and in default of payment or
recovery of the fine by distress as aforesaid, such offender or offenders shall and maybe impri-
soned for any time not exceeding 30 days.

18. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in case of martial law being
proclaimed in this said Island, the said police officers, in each judicial district, shall be, and
come under the immediate command of the Lieutenant-Governor, or other person in military
command for the time being, and they shall be employed in such service as the Lieutenant-
Governor, or other person in military command shall direct, in the same way and manner as
the militia of the said Island, and be subject to the same rules and regulations, pains and
penalties which may be in force at the time in regard to the said militia.

14, And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that when the privates at each police
settlement are not engaged in actual duty, it shall and may be lawful to compél each and
every private to work and labour, not exceeding six hours per day, Sundays and holidays
excepted, in the erecting and repairing the buildings and other
and also to work and labour in cultivating any ground which may
propriated and set
vision grounds.

15. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all apprenticed labourers who
shall have been condemned to imprisonment in any house of correction, with hard labour,
in the penal gang at each police settlement, shall be placed under the immediate super-
intendence of the serjeant of police; and such apprenticed labourers shall and may be
compelled to work and labour during a space not exceeding 10 hours in each and every
lawful day, in erecting, repairing or in whitewashing every three months, and in cleansing
daily, the buildings and houses of correction at each police settlement, or in working upon
or repairing the roads and highways, or other public works in the district, or in cultivating
any such ground so appropriated and set apart as aforesaid for the use of the police set-

ement,

16. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that each apprenticed labourer of the
age of 10 years and upwards, so confined as aforesaid, shall, during the period of such
his or herJetention, be’ furnished, at the public expense, with an allowance of good, whole-
some,avernge, merchantable facd, according to the usual gaol allowance: providedalways,
°278.—L1. that

ave been purchased, ap-
apart for the special use of the members of the police settlement as pro-
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ST.LUCIA. that every such apprenticed labourer shall, during his or her detention in such house of

—_— correction, and labouring under any acute or dangerous disease, be entitled to ‘such and the

Appendix (B.) same medical attendance, and the use of such medicines or nourishment, as he or she may
be entitled to claim from his or her employer, under section 16, c. 4, of the Royal Order in

. Council of 5th June 1834.

Persons furnishing spi- 17, And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons
vrontioed bee‘0°P”ser Shall attempt or endeavour to convey, furnish or supply spirituous liquors to any apprenticed

labourers so confined and detained, without the express sanction and authority in writing,

 

confinement, subject to 3 . -

a fine or to imprion- from any special justice of the peace for the district, to convey, furnish or supply spirituous
ren thoF without Jiquors, such person or persons so offending shall, for every such offence, on conviction

before any justice of thePeace for the district, forfeit and pay a fine which shall not be less
than 10 livres, nor exceed 100 livres current money, to be recovered by warrant of distress,
in manner aforesaid, or to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a term not ex-
ceeding eight days.

Male apprenticed laboure 18. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all male apprenticed labourers so
grtobe kept apart from eondemned and detained as aforesaid, shall be kept separate and apart from all female

apprenticed labourers also so condemned and detained, and all communication and inter-
course between the sexes shall be rigorously interdicted.

Classification ofcon- 19. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that condemned apprenticed labourers

famedapprenticed shall be classified as follows; that is to say, apprenticed labourers convicted of indolence,

carelessness or negligence in performing their work, shall form the first class.

Apprenticed labourers convicted of absence from work, and running away from the service ©

of their employers, shall form the second class.

Apprenticed labourers convicted of drunkenness and disobedience of lawful commands,
shall form the third class.
And apprenticed labourers convicted of unlawful combination, or of conspiracy and open

resistance to the lawful commands of their employer, shall form the fourth class.

Punishmentof appren- 20. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that any apprenticed labourers, so

ticed labourers for mis- detained as aforesaid at any house of correction, who shall be convicted of committing any

Net uncleanliness, or behaving In any riotous, insubordinate or disorderly manner, or who shall be

found, or proved to have been inastate of intoxication, or who shall wilfully injure or destroy

any tools or implements, or any other thing whatsoever, or who shall effect, or attempt ta

effect his, her or their escape from such houses of correction, shall be liable, on conviction,

to suffer such punishment as a special justice of the peace may legally award.

. The penal gang to be 21. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be theduty of the serjeant,

musteredeverysven or other person in charge of each police settlement, to make a muster of thepenal gang

the every evening, and to read or recite, or cause to be read and recited, in an audible voice, in

presence of the assembled condemned apprenticed labourers, the usual evening prayers.

Apprenticed Ishourers 22. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all apprenticed labourers, so con-

condemned tothepenal demned to the penal gang at such houses of correction as aforesaid, shall, whilst so employcd

rising mack or marke in any work, wear such distinguishing mark or marks thereon as the Lieutenant-Governor

may be pleased. to appoint; and any person harbouring or concealing any prisoner of the

nal gang, who may have effected his or her escape therefrom, or taking off or assisting

any of the penal gang to take off or to conceal his or her mark, shall, on conviction for every

such offence before any special justice, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 40 livres, current

money of this said Island, or to suffer imprisonment, with hard labour, at any public gaol

of the Island, for a period not exceeding 48 hours.

Apprentieed labourers 23. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that when any apprenticed labourer, ap-

mrorninae constables, pointed and sworn in as a constable, shall be called upon and required to assist in the pursuit

assist in the pursuit ce of apprehension of, or shall himself arrest any runaways or other disorderly apprenticed

apprehension of runa- labourers, such constable shall receive the whole, or a proportionate part of the remuneration,

ways, to receive aremu- at the same rate of capture-money as the police officers themselves would receive for every

pemation. person so apprehended and committed to safe custody.

Rural Police empowered 24. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be lawful for any police

piciouscharacte ofsus officer to stop and detain any person or persons of a suspicious character or who are vagrants,

arevagrant. and without ostensible business in the quarter or district, or without any visible means of

subsistence, or refusing to give a good account of himself or herself, or if known to be an

idle and disorderly person, and shall convey such person or persons, without any unne-

cessary delay, before the nearest justice of the peace for the said island, or for any quarterof

the same, to be dealt with by him according to law.

No suit or action canbe ©4223» And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no suit or action shall be brought

brought against my po- against any police officer or constable in respect of any act, matter or thing by him done and

Hice officerorconstable performed in the exercise of his office, under and in pursuance of this present Ordinance,

oxmonthe unless the same shall be commenced within six calendar months after the cause of action

occurred, and until 14 days’ notice thereof in writing shall have during these sixmonths

been given to such police officer or constable; and if any such suit or action shall be com-

menced against any such police officer or constable within the ‘said period of six months,

and with the written notice aforesaid, and if such police officer shall at any time before

“trial tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for any wrong or injury in respect of which the
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same may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of suit, then upon proof made to the court
at the time of such suit or action, that such amends have been so tendered and were suffi-
cient, judgment shall be given to the plaintiff to the amount so tendered, subject however to
the deduction therefrom of the costs of the defendant.

26, And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all fines recovered under and by
virtue of the present Ordinance, shall go and be applied to the public uses of this Colony.

27. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this present Ordinance shall take
effect and be in force within the said Island of St. Lucia, and the dependencies thereof, from
and after the day of the promulgation hereof.

 

—No. 63. —

St. Lucia.

Copy of an ORDINANCE, “ For amending and explaining part of the 12th Clause ofan
Ordinance respecting the Duties of the Rural Police, in apprehending Absentce Appren-
ticed Labourers, in the Island of St. Lucia.”—(Passed 15th June 1835.)

Wuerras by an Ordinance bearing date the ist day of December 1834, intituled, “An
Ordinance, by the Lieutenant-Governor and Legislative Council of St. Lucia, enacting and
ordaining certain Rules and Regulations respecting the Rural Police Establishments, and
respecting Houses of Correction and Penal Gangs within the Island of St. Lucia,” it is by
the 12th clause thereof enacted and ordained, that it shall and may be lawful for any police
officer in uniform, upon reasonable cause being shown to him, to enter upon any plantations or
estates within the district, and to search for absentees; and an employer or person having
the charge of any. apprenticed labourer shall, as soon as possible after he or she shall have
obtained the knowledge that any one or more of such apprenticed labourers has or have
absented himself, herself or themselves without the permission or sanction of such em-
loyer or person having such charge as aforesaid, make such report thereof to any special

justice of the peace for the district, in order that measures may be forthwith adopted for the
apprehension of such absentee or absentees: And whereas it is necessary to amend and
explain that part of the said twelfth clause of the said recited Ordinance as respects absen-
tees; Now therefore be it, and it is hereby enacted, by his Excellency Sir Dudicy St. Leger
Hill, knight, lieutenant-governor and commander-in-chief in and over this said Island of
St. Lucia and its dependencies, and vice-admiral thereof, by and with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Council of Government, in exercise of the powers and authority in him
and them vested by His Majesty in that behalf, that no apprenticed labourer shall be deemed
and taken to be an absentee in terms of the said recited Ordinance, unless such apprenticed
labourer shall be a deserter, or a vagabond, or a runaway, or be found in any place more than
five miles distant from his, her or their residence, excepting in his, her or theirwayto or
from some place of public worship, or to or from any public market, and not having with
him, her or them a written pass, for that or any other purpose, from his, her ortheir employer,
or from the special justice of the district, in terms of the Royal Order in Council of
5th June 1834.
And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this Ordinance shall take effect and

be in force within this Island and the dependencies thereof, from and after the day of the
promulgation thereof.

 

HONDURAS.

 

— No. 64. —

Cory of anORDER in COUNCIL, for establishing a Registry of Slaves in the Settlement
- of Honduras.

At the Court at Brighton, the 24th day of January 1834 :

Present, The King’s most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Wuereas bya certain Act of Parliament made and passed in the 8d and 4th year of
_His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Colonies; for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the
Persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves ;” after reciting, that in the settlements
in the occupation of His Majesty and of His Majesty’s subjects in Honduras, no law is in force
for the registration of slaves; and that doubts might be entertained respecting theauthority
of His Majesty, with the advice of his Privy Council, to make laws binding on His Majesty's
subjects therein, it is declared and enacted,that it is and shall be lawful for His Majesty,
by any order or orders to be by him for that purpose made, with the advice ofhis avy

278.—IL. ouncil,
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Council, to establish a registry of slaves for the purposes of ‘this Act, within the said settle-
ment ; and that all laws made by His Majesty for the government of his said subjects, shall,
for the purposes of the said Act, be as valid and effectual as any laws made by His Majesty in
Couneit for the government of any Colonies subject to the legislative authority of His
Majesty in Council are or can be: Now, therefore, in pursuance and exercise of the powers by

dAct in His Majesty vested, or thereby declared to belong to him, and in exercise and
in virtue of all other powers vested in His Majesty by His royal prerogative, His Majesty, by
and with the advice oFHis Privy Council,doth order, and it is hereb ordered, thatthere shall be
established within His Majesty’s settlements at Honduras, a public registry for the registra-
tion and enrolment of the names and descriptions of all negroes, mulattoes and mustees, who
now are held in a state of slavery within the said settlements.
And it is hereby further ordered, that within the term of one month from and after the

arrival ofthis present order at Honduras, and the receipt thereof by the superintendent of
His Majesty’s subjects there, for the time being, the same shall be publicly notified to the
inhabitants of the said settlements, in such manner as to the said superintendent shall seem
most fit and effectual; and the said superintendent shall forthwith proceed to appoint some
fit and proper person then resident there, to the office of registrar of slaves for the said
settlements ; which person, before he enters on the execution of his said office, shall take the
following oath before the said superintendent :

“I, A. B., do solemnly promise and swear, that I will not willingly or knowingly make, or
permit or suffer to be made, any false or fraudulent entry, erasure or obliteration in the registry
of slaves to be committed to my charge ; but ifany such false or fraudulent act shall become
known to me, will immediately give notice thereof to the superintendent of His Majesty’s
subjects at Honduras, for the time being, and will in all respects faithfully and uprightly
perform the duties ofthe office of registrar of slaves for these settlements. ,

“ So help me God.”

And the said person so appointed to the said office of registrar of slaves shall also, before he
enters on the execution of his said office, become bound by bond or recognizance to His
Majesty, his heirs and successors, with two sufficient sureties, to be approved by the said
superintendent, himself in the penal sum of 1,000/., and his sureties each in the sum of
2001. sterling money, with condition for the faithful perfurmance by him the said registrar
ofall the duties of his said office; and in case of the death, absence or incapacity ofthe said
registrar, or any avoidance of the said office, a new registrar shall be in like manner from
time to time appointed by His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or by the superintendent
for the time being, (until the royal pleasure,in respect of such appointment shall be signified),
who shall take the same oath, and enter into like securities, before he enters on the exe-
cution of the said office. .
And it is hereby further ordered, that the said superintendent shall also forthwith proceed

to provide a proper and convenient office within or near the town of Belize, for the sole pur-
pose of the registry hereby established, wherein the books and papers belonging thereto may

e at all times safely kept.
And it is hereby farther ordered, that the said registrar shall forthwith provide a large

blank paper book, strongly.and durably bound, for the purpose oftheregistry and_enrol-
ment hereinafterdirected, to be intituled, “ Registry of Slaves ;” in which said book shall
be entered and registered, in manner hereinafter directed, the names and descriptions of all
slaves within or belonging to the said settlement. .
And it is hereby further ordered, that within one calendar month from and after the

public notification of this order in Honduras, as aforesaid, every person who shall be then
resident in the said settlements, and who shall then own or be in possession of any slave or
slaves whatsoever, within the said settlements, whether as proprietor, mortgagee, trustee or
receiver, manager or attorney, or otherwise howsoever, whatever his tenure of or title to the
same may be, shall respectively make and deliver, upon oath, to the registrar so to be ap-

pointed, such schedules, lists and particulars in writing, subscribed by him, her or them, to
called his or her original Return of Slaves, as are hereinafter mentioned ; that is to say,

every such person shall so make and return a schedule or list, in writing, containing, in the
first place, the name and description of the present owner or owners of such slave or slaves,
as well as of the person or persons then in possession of the same and making such return,
and the right or character in which he, she or they then hold possession of and claim title
to such slave or slaves, namely, whether as proprietor, lessee, mortgagee, sequestrator,
guardian, committee, trustee, receiver, executor, administrator, attorney, manager or other-
wise; and if such slave or slaves shall have been purchased or acquired within seven years
prior to such return, then the name or names of the seller or former owner thereof; and after
such descriptions as aforesaid of the owner or owners of such slaves respectively in the said
schedule, the parties making the said returns shall proceed to name, describe and enumerate
distinctly thereon the several negro, mulatto or other. slaves then belonging to the same
owner or owners, by distinct lists, inmanner following; that is to say, in the first place,
such schedule shall containalist of all slaves who have husbands or wives, either by actual
marriage or constant cohabitation, or who have parents or children, brothers or sisters among
the slaves of the same owner or owners; which list shall be intituled, “ The List of Families
and Slaves of C. D. the Owner of Slaves ;” in which list shall be inserted the name of the
owner; and the said list shall be divided into as many sections as there are different families
to be inserted therein; and each section shall be intituled, “ The Family of A. B.,” inserting
the name of the superior relation, or where there are only brothers or other relatives of the

same
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same degree, the name of the elder individual of such relations; and each of the said
schedules shall also contain two other lists, in one of which shall be inserted the names of
such male slaves, and in the other of such’ female slaves, as have no wives or husbands,
parents or children, brothers or sisters, among the slaves of the same owner or owners;
which lists shall be respectively intituled, “ General List of Male Slaves,” and ‘ General
List of Female Slaves,” belonging to C. D.
And all the slaves belonging to the same owner or owners shall be named and described

in the said schedule respectively, in the particular lists or sections to which they respectively
belong, in the manner and form following; that is to say,
The schedule or paper containing each of the said lists shall be divided into five perpen-

dicular columns,of ccnvenient breadths respectively intituled, at the heads thereof, “ Names,
Surnames, Colours, Employment and Age;” and the more clearly to distinguish the descrip-
tion of each particular slave, as many horizontal lines, with convenient spaces between them,
shall be drawn across the said perpendicular lines or columns as are equal in number to the
number of slaves to be inserted in each list.
And in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name of baptism of each slave,

ifhe or she shall have been baptized; and if not, the name by which he or she has been
usually called and known. In the second of the said columns shall be inserted the surname
or second nameé ofthe slave, if he or she has ever been called or known by any surname or
second name; and if not, then in cases of family slaves included in the said lists of families,
the name of the superior relation or elder individual; and in the cases of slaves who are in-
cluded in the said general lists of males and females, such name as the owner or part
making the return shall think fit to insert therein as the surname by which the slave and his
or her lawful issue, or her natural issue, and their descendants respectively shall thereafter
always be called. In the third of the said columns shall be inserted “ Negro,” “ Mulatto” or
“ Mustee,” as the case may be, of such designation of intermediate shades of colour within
the limited degrees of slavery, if any, as are in use within the said settlements. In the
fourth of the said columns shall be inserted the particular trade, occupation or ordinary em-
ployment of the slave, specifying in the cases of mechanics, artizans or handicrafts-men,
the particular art or business m which he or she is usuall employed ; in the cases of family
slaves, the particular domestic service or department in which he or she is usually employed.
And in the fifth of the said columns shall be inserted the age of the slave, according to
the best of the knowledge and belief ofthe owner or other party making the return.
And for the better ascertaining of the proper form of such returns of slaves as are hereby

required to be made, so that no person may pretend ignorance thereof, such superintendent
is hereby authorized and required to prepare, in such manner as to him shall seem most fit
and effectual, a form or example of the returns hereby required to be made; and a printed
copy thereof, with blanks to be filled up, according to the rules aforesaid, shall accordingly
be provided by the registrar, to be appointed as aforesaid, and delivered by him to all per-
sons a plyingfor the same, at a price not exeeeding three-pence for each printed copy.

And it is further hereby ordered, that every person making and subscribing any and
every such schedule or return, shall personally deliver the same, either to the said
registrar or to some other person that shall be by him appointed and deputed to receive such
returns or schedules in the proper district of the said settlements in which the party making
the same shall reside; and such party shall at the same time take the following oath, which the
said registrar, and every person to be by him appointed and deputed as aforesaid, is hereby
empowered and required to administer; that is to say,

“1, A.B. [name the deponent], do solemnly swear, that the schedule or return now by
me delivered to be registered, contains, as I verily believe, a just, true and full return,
account and description of all slaves now belonging to the owner or owners therein named,
and being within these settlements, and that the said return is made by me according to
the best of my knowledge and belief, truly and without fraud, deceit or evasion.

“ So help me God.”
And it is further hereby ordered, that within one calendar month, to be computed from the

time hereinbefore appointed for the making and delivery ofthe said returns or schedules, every
return or schedule that shall have been duly made and delivered to the said registrar, or any of
his said deputies, shall by him, his clerks or assistants be entered and copied inafair, distinct
and legible manner, in the book to be by the said registrar appointed for the registry and enrol-
ment of slaves, as aforesaid, under the name or names of the owners mentioned in the
returns, which name or names shall be written in a large hand, at the top of every double
page or folio containing such return: that every double page or folio of the said book, that
is to say, the whole breadth of the book when open, from the left to the right-hand, shall
be divided by perpendicular lines into five different columns of such breadth, and by hori-
zontal lines into spaces of such dimensions as will most conveniently contain the various
particulars hereinbefore directed to be returned in the said schedules or lists of slaves, leaving
at the top ofeach folio a space for the name of the particular owner whose slaves are regis-
tered therein, which name shall be always therein written in large and distinct letters; -
and at the top of the first of the said five columns shall be written, “Names;” of the
second, “ Surnames;” of the third, “Colour;” of the fourth, “Employment;” and ofthe
fifth,“ Age :” and under each of the said titles in the said five columns shall be entered,
according to the different schedules or lists returned, the particulars respectively contained
in the same ; and at the end of the registry of each original return shall be summed u
and written in wordsat length, the whole number of slaves returned and registered as belong-
“ang to the owner or owners mentioned in such returns; that the pages of the said book shall
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be distinctly numbered at the top of each double page or folio, from the beginning to the
end of each book respectively, before any entry shall be made therein; and at the bottom
of each page containing any registry of slaves, as well as at the end of the registry of each
original return, the registrar shall subscribe his name at length, in testimony of the fidelity
and accuracies of the entries therein contained.
And it is hereby further ordered, that no erasure shall on any pretence, or for any cause

whatever, be at any time permitted to be made in the said books of registry ; but if any clerical
error shall occur in the insertion of any name or other particular in any schedule or return
contained, or otherwise in the making up and keeping the said books of registry, .a line of
red ink shall be drawn through the word or words improperly inserted, so as to leavé the
original word or words legible; and the correction thereof, or any word or words which may
have been erroneously omitted, shall either be interlined or written in the margin of such list
or entry, and always, whenpracticable, by the same hand as the rest of the same list or
entry; and the registrar shall, either under such word or words written in the margin, or
under a mark of reference there made to any such interlineations, subscribe his name at
length; but after the registry of original returns of slaves shall have been completed and
certified upon oath as hereinafter directed, no interlineation, insertion or other correction of
the registry of any such original returns, shall on any account be made or permitted, except
as is hereinafter expressly provided.
And it is hereby further ordered, that an office copy, certified as such by the said registrar,

ofthe registry of slaves belonging to any particular owner or owners, shall, at the request and
charge of the owner or owners, or party or parties who made the return, be made and deli-
vered to him, her or them by the said registrar, and for which there shall be charged no more
than at the rate of 1 d. sterling for every slave therein named ; and all persons shall have free
liberty at all seasonable hours to inspect the said register books in the presence ofthe registrar
or his assistants, for the purpose of ascertaining that the returns and lists by them, or on
their behalfdelivered, have been actually registered in manner aforesaid.
And it is hereby further ordered, that when and so soon as all the original returns or

' Schedules, which shall have been deliveredto the said registrar pursuant tothisorder,shall ~~
have been fairly entered and registered as aforesaid, which shall be done and completed
within the term of two calendar months from and after the first public notification of this
order in Honduras as aforesaid, the registrar shall give notice thereof forthwith to the super-
intendent for the time being, and such superintendent shall thereupon publicly notify to the
inhabitants of Honduras, in such manner as he shall deem most fit and effectual, that the
registry of slaves is ready to be verified before him, and is and will continue open at the
proper office for the inspection of all persons who have made returns of slaves for insertion
therein, for the term of one calendar month from the date of such notification, to the intent
that they may be satisfied of the accuracy of the said: registry; and that if any owners or
possessors of slaves within os belonging to the said settlements have, from any accident or
unavoidable impediment, hitherto omitted to return proper schedules or lists of their slaves
into the said registry, as by this order required, theyj must immediately apply to the said
superintendent, who, upon satisfactory proof that such omission has not been wilful, has
power to make an order for the admission and registration of their returns or schedules by
the registrar; but that if this remedy is not taken, so as to obtain such registration within
the said term of one month, the omission cannot.afterwards be supplied.
And it is hereby further ordered, that if, during the said last-mentioned term ofone month,

any owner or possessor, owners or possessors of a slave or slaves, shall apply to the said
superintendent, and make it appear to his satisfaction that the non-delivery of his, her or
their return or returns of slaves to the said registrar within the term formerly prescribed, has
arisen from accident or some unavoidable impediment, andnot from wilful neglect or delay, and
shall then produce such his, her or their return or returns, and make oath before the said super-
intendent that no slave therein named has been,imported or brought into the said settlements
within six calendar months preceding, it shall and may be lawful for the said superintendent,
if he shall think fit, to make an order in writing, by him subscribed, and addressed to the
said registrar, commanding him to receive and register any such return or returns, as if the
same had been delivered in due time; which order the registrar is hereby required to obey,
so as any such new or further return may be registered in the said books in manner aforesaid,
before the end of the said term of one calendar month last before mentioned.
And it is further ordered, that, at the end of the said last-mentioned term of one month,

the said registrar shall proceed finally to close and authenticate the said registration of all
the slaves in the said settlement, inmanner following; (to wit) in the said book the said
registrar shall write with his own hand, in large legible characters, immediately after the
last entry of the said returns or lists of slaves, either on the same folio or double page, or
on the back of the last leaf containing the same, “ Here ends the original registry of the
slaves of Honduras ;” and the said registrar shall thereto subscribe his name, and below
the aid signature shall be written, in like characters, by the said registrar, the following

avit:

“ Before A.B. [inserting the name and title of the superintendent for the time being]per
sonally appears C. D. [naming himself], the registrar of slaves in Honduras, who being duly
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, makes oath and says, that he the said C.D. has twice care-
fully examined and compared all the preceding entries in this book with all the different
returns of slavesdelivered to him, or, to his knowledge or belief, to any deputy, clerk or

_ assistant by him appointed ; first, by examining the said entries, while his clerk or assistant
read the original returns respectively entered therein; and afterwards by examining the said

‘ . retums,


