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P A P E R S

PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT, BY

HIS MAJESTY’S COMMAND,

IN EXPLANATION OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY
HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT,

FOR GIVING EFFECT TO THE ACT

FOR THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY
THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH COLONIES:

 

Part II.
(In Continuation ofthe Papers presented this Session, No. 177.)

JAM AIC A—(continued),

BARBADOES, BRITISH GUIANA,

AND MAURITIUS.

 

1833-1835.

 

nar

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,
10 June 1835.

278.—I.
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SCHEDULE.

 

SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, and Lord Glenelg,

to the Officers administering the Government in His Majesty’s Possessions in the West Indies,
and on the Continent of South America, &c.

(G.)}—Circular Despatch, 30 September 1834, addressed byMr.Secretary Spring Rice to the
Governors of the West India Colonies, &c. «= + - = py

(H.)—Circular Despatch, 15 June 1835, addressed byLordGlenelgtothe Governors of the
West India Colonies, &c.  - - - p. 8

(1.)——-Circular Despatch, 12 July 1835, adarewed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of the
West India Colonies, &e. + - = + pP g

(K.)}—Circular Despatch, 15 July 1835, addressed by LordGlenelg ¢to the Governors of the
West India Colonies, &e. + ~ Pp. 12

JAMAICA.

No. 36.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated King’s
House, St. Jago de la Vega, 31 March 1835 - - += - - *© = p 12

No. 37.—Extract of a Despatch from.LordGlenelg to fhe Marquess ofSligo, datedDowning-
street, 13 June 1835+ - . Pp. 14

No. 38.—Extract of a Despatch from‘the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated
King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 27 March 1835; (with Enclosures) - - p. 18

No. 39.--Copy of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to theEarlof Aberdeen, dated High-
gate, Jamaica, 27 April 1835; (with Enclosure) - - - - p. 34

No. 40.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquess ofSligotothe Bad of Aberdeen, dated High-
gate, Jamaica, 27 April 1835 - = = - 2 = p35

No. 41.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to the Baal of Aberdeen, dated High-
gate, Jamaica, 28 April 1835; (with Enclosures) - - = © © pe 35

No. 42.—-Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen tothe Marques ofSligo, dated Downing-
street, 10 March 1835; (with Enclosure) = - = p» 39

No. 43.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to‘theEarl of Aberdeen, dated King’s
House, Jamaica, 14 May 1835; (with Enclosures) - - - - . - p. 40

No.44.—Copy of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated King’s
House, St. Jago de la Vega, 20 May 1835; (with Enclosures) - - - Pp. 44

No. 45.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to the Secretary of State, dated King’s
House, St. Jago de la Vega, 23 May 1835; (with Enclosures) - = © p. 45

No. 46.—Extract ofaDespatch from the Marquess of Sligo to the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, dated King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 24 May 1835; (with Enclosures) p. 48

No. 47.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to the Right Hon. Charles Grant,
dated King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 7 June 1835; (with Enclosure) - p 49

[For a continuation ofthe Papersfrum Jamaica, vide Nos. 140 to 144.]

BARBADOES.

No. 48.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr.Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 1 June 1833 - - . - p. §l

No. 49.—-Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr.‘Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 13 July 1833 - - = pg

No. 50.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 29 July 1833 - - - - = p. 52

No. 51.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 1 August 1833; (with Enclosures) - - p. 52

No. 52.-—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 30 August 1893 - - 8 « - = p. 53

No. §3-—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 28 September 1833 - = - - = p. 53

No. 54.--Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
overnment House, Barbadoes, 11 October 1833 - + - + pe 54

No. 55.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 29 October 1823 - = = - o° p. 54

No. 56.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr.Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadoes, 25 November 1833 - os - = pe 54

No. 57.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Government House, Barbadors, 21 November 1833 - = - - = p- 55
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SCHED UL E—continued.

 

 

No. 58.—-Copy of 8 Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley. to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, datedDowning-street, 17 December 1833 = . . - « - - « P- 55
No. §9.—Copy ofa Despatch from Mr.Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, datedDowningstrect, 13 January 1834 - - - - - « P 55
No. 60.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, datedGovernment House, Barbadoes, 8.January 1834 - - - « °°. 2 p. 56
No. 61.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, datedGovernment House, Barbadoes, 29 January 1834; (withEnclosure) - - p. 56
No, 62.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, datedowning-street, 2 April 1834 “ - “ . - - - -« - Pp. 67

63.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, datedNo 63 Gavernment ouse, Barbadoes, 7 April 1834; (with Enclosures) - " . y, P- 57
No. 64.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Lefevre to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing.street, 7 June 1834; (with Enclosures)- - - -« « « «. ~ p. 63
No, 65-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, datedDowning-street, 12 August 1834 - a nn a
No, 66.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, datedGovernment ouse, Barbadoes, 7 April 1834 - - . . > = p. 69
No. 67.-Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr.Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, 1 May 1834; (with Enclosures) “+ - p. 69
No. 68.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Stanley, datedGovernment House, Barbadoes, 3 July 1834 7" 5 #5 9 2 paoNo, 69.—-Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, 28 July 183g - ew OL Pp. 71No, 70-—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, datedDowning-street, 19 September 1834 - . -“ = 8 oe - = pnNo. 71-—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, 31 July 18343 (with Enclosure) -  - p. 71
No. 72—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, § August 1834 - - - - - p. 72No. 73.-~-Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir Lionel Smith,dated Downing-street; 18 September 1894 - - - - - p. 42
No. 74.—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, 26 August 1834; (with Enclosures)  « P- 73No. 75-—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr, Secretary Spring Rice to Govervor Sir Lionel Smith,dated Downing-street, 15 October 1834 - - - - p. 74No. 76.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, 26 August 1834 - - - - - p. 75No. 77.—Extract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated.Colonial Office, 10 January 1835 - = - - « - = pes
No. 78.-—-Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, 5 November 1834 “ 5 = = p78
No. 79.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,dated Government House, Barbadoes, 5 November 1834; (with Enclosures) ~ P- 79No. 80.—-Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-street, 10 June 1835 + - - - - - - . - «= - p. 85No. 81—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Secretary of State, datedGovernmentHouse, Barbadoes, 3 January 1835 - - - - - - p. 88No. 82.—Copy of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Secretary for the Colonies,daved Government House, Barbadoes, 30 January 1835 - _—_ - - - p. 88No. 83.—-Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, datedDowning-street, 4 March 1835 = «© «© «© « . - = + p. 88
No. 84.—Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated: Government House, Barbadoes, 28 March 1835 - * - - ° - p. 8gNo, 85.--Extract of a Despatch from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of Aberdeen, datedGovernment House, Barbadoes, 28 April 1835; (with Enclosures) - - - p. 89
No, 86.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-street,20June1835= - - -« .« .«.« «© « - = = p. 108

BRITISH GUIANA.
No. 87.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley, datedeorge Town, Demerara, 99 June 1833; (one Enclosure) - - - p. iiaNo. 88.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley, datedDemerara, 24 July 1833; (one Enclosure) ~ - - «= 2 « - p. 113No. 89..-Extract of a Despatch from Sir J: Carmichael Smyth to Mr, Secretary Stanley, datedCamp House, Demerara, 6 August 1833; (six Enclosures) = + “.  - p- 114

131
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SCHEDUL E--continued.

No. g0.—Co yof 8a Despatch from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth toMr._Secretary Stanley, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 18 August 1833  - . - - p. 122

No. g1.—-Copy of aDespatch from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. “Secretary Stanley, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 7 September 1833; (one Enclosure) - ° p. 122

No. 92.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 3 October 1833; (one Enclosure) -. -  —p. 123

No. 93-—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth toMr,Secretary Stanley, dated
Camp House, Demerara, 16 October 1833 . - - p. 125

No. 94.——Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Sir s c. Smyth,dated Downing:
street, 16 January 1834; (two Enclosures) - . p» 126

No. 95.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to0 Mr.SecretarySuanley, dated Camp House,
Demerara, 26 January 1834 + - - p- 126.

No. 96.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smythto> Mr, Secretary Stanley,dated Camp House,
Demerara, 27 January 1834 - . . p- 128

No. 97.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanley to.SirJ. Cc. Smyth, dated Downing-
gtreet, 20 March 1834 - - - p- 129

No. 98.—Extracts of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to.Me. Secretary Stanley, dated Camp
House, Demerara, 10 March 1834 + = - © p. 130

No. 99.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Camp House,
Demerara, 12 February 1834; (three Enclosures) - - - p. 132

No. 100.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Camp House,
Demerara, 21 February 1834 - - - - p. 133

No. 101.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary SpringRicetoSirJ. C. Smyth, dated Downing-
street,6June 1834 - « = p. 133

No. 102.—Copy ofa Despatch from SicI. C. Smyth to Mr.Secretary Sealey, dated Camp House,
Demerara, 25 February 1834; (one Enclosure) + = + Pp. 134

No. 103.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr.SecretaryStanley”toSirJ. c. Smyth, dated Downing-
street, 5 May 1834 - - - - p. 135

No. 104.——Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr.Secretary Stanley, dated Camp House,
Demerara, 14 March 1834; (three Enclosures) - - - Pp» 135

No. 105.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr, Secretary StanleytoSirJ.c. Smyth, dated Downing-
street, 24 May 1834 - - . ° * p. 139

No. 106.—-Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Under Secretary Lefevre to Sir J. C. Smyth, dated
Downing-street, 7 June 1834 3 (one Enclosure) - - . - - p. 142

No. 107.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J.C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley, dated Camp House,
Demerara, 26 March 1834; (one Enclosure) « - = pe 145

No. 108.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr, SecretaryStanley, dated Camp House,
Demerara, 2 July 1834; (one Enclosure) - ° © p. 146

No. 109.— Copy of a Despatch from Sir J.C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary |SpringRice, dated Cam
House, Demerara, 29 July 1834; (two Enclosures) + - p14

No. 110.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice toSirJ.c Smyth, dated Downing-
street, 2 October 1834 = = - ° - p. 149

No. 111.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smith toMr.Secretary SpringRice, dated Camp
House, Demerara, 29 July 1834; (three Enclosures) © < - p- 149

No. 112.—-Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Riceto Sir J. C. Smyth, dated
Downing-street, 4 November 1834 - - p. 155

No. 113.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. €. Smyth to Mr. Secretary‘SpringRice, dated Cam
House, Demerara, 16 December 1834 ° - - p 1B

No. 114.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. SmythtoMr. Secretary SpringRice, dated Camp
House, Demerara, 9 August 1834 = ° - p. 156

No. 115.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice toSirJ. G. Smyth, dated Downing-
street, 3 October 1834 == - - p. 159,

No. 116.—Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary SpringRiceto Sir J. C. Smyth, dated
Downing-street, 7 November 1834 - = 2 = Pp 159

No. 117.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Camp
House, Demerara, 13 October 1834; (three Enclosures)- -  ° pe161

No. 118.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir J.C. Smyth, dated Downing-
street, 1 January 18395 =~ - - ° - - ‘. p- 164

No. 119.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J.C. Smyth to Mr, Secretary SpringRice, dated Camp
House, Demerara, 16 December 1834; (two Enclosures)= - p. 164

‘No. 120.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Camp
. House, Demerara, 18th December 1834 ~ “ - p. 170

No. 121.—Extract of a Despatch from‘Sir J. C. Smyth to the Secretary of State, dated Camp
House, Demerara, 22 January 1835; (one Enclosure)» -© + = = p. 172

No, 122,—eExtract ofaDespatch from Sir J. C. Smythto the Earl ofAberdeen, dated CampHouse,
Demerara, 4 March 1835-2 2 « - = © © © «© p. 273
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SCHEDUL E—continued.

 

No. 123.—Extract of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Camp House,Demerara, 13 April 1835; (oneEnclosure) - - - - * - p. 174
No. 124.-—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated Camp House,

_Demerara, 14 April 1835 - - - . - « - - . - p- 175
No. 125.—-Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to the Earl ofAberdeen, dated Camp House,

Demerara, 25 May 1835 - - - - - « . - - p. 176
No. 126.--Copy of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dated Camp House,Demerara, 6 July 1835 - - - - - - . - - - p. 197

(Appendix A.)
COPY ofthe Trial of Damon and Others in British Guiana, with the Protest entered by one of theCourt against the Sentence pronounced; and any Despatches from the Secretary of State on thatsubject,

No. 1.--Extracts of a Despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated CampHouse, Demerara, 20 August 1834; (one nclosure) - - - - p.179
No. 2.—-Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieut.-GovernorSir J. C.Smyth, dated Downing-street, 1 November 1834 - “ - - - * p. 180
No. 3.—Extracts of a Despatch from Lieut.-Governor Sir J. C. Smyth to the Right Hon. T. SpringRice, dated Camp House, Demerara, 12 October 1834 5 (one Enclosure) - p. 181
No. 4.—Extract of a Despatch from Lieut.-Governor Sir J. C. Smyth to the Right Hon, T. SpringRice, dated Camp House, Demerara, 18 October 1834; (with six Enclosures) - p. 182
No. 5.—-Extract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Lieut.-Governor Sir J. C, Smyth,dated Downing-street, 1 January 1835 - - - - ° - * p. 206
No. 6.—Copy of a Despatch from Secretary Lord Glenelg to Lieut.-Governor Sir J. C. Smyth,dated Downing-street, 11 June 1835 - + - - 2 - - Pp. 207

MAURITIUS.
No. 127.—Copy of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Major-general Sir WilliamNicolay, dated Downing-street, 18 September 1834. - - = - -  « p- 208
No. 128.—Copy of a Despatch from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to Mr. Secretary SpringRice, dated Mauritius, 8 October 1834 - - - * - . - p. 209
No. 129.—Copy of a Despatch from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to Mr. Secretary SpringRice, dated Mauritius, 20 November 1834 - = 2 2 - Pp. 209
No. 130.—Copy of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Major-general Sir William Nicolay,

dated Downing-street, 16 March 1835 - = - ~~ - = p. 210
No. 131.—Copy of a Despatch from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to Mr. Secretary Spring

Rice, dated Mauritius, 10 January 1835 + - - - p. 210
No. 132.—Extract of a Despatch from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to the Right Hon. T.Spring Rice, dated Mauritius, 29 January 1835 - - + «© = = p- 211
No. 133-—Copy of a Despatch from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to Mr. Secretary Spring

Rice, dated Mauritius, 31 January 1835 + - - - ” - p. 212
No. 134.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg, to Major-general Sir William Nicolay, datedDowning-street, 31 May 1835 - - ~~ -“ = 5 = 2 + p. oie
No. 135.—Copy of a Despatch from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to the Right Hon. T. Spring

Rice, dated Mauritius, 3 February 1835 - - - «- = - = pe 213
No. 136.—Extract of a Despatch from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to Mr. Secretary Spring

Rice, dated Mauritius, 16 February 1835 ~ - - - Pp. 213
No, 137.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Major-general Sir William Nicolay, dated

Downing-street, 25 May 1835 -- - - - 2 «= «© «+ | Pp» 213
No. 138.—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Major-general Sir William Nicolay, datedDowning-street, 3 August 1835 - - - p. 213 .
No. 139-—Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to Major-general Sir WilliamNicolay, datedowning-street, 5 August 1835 7 s 5 © 2 = = = po omg

JAMAICA.

[1n continuation of Correspandence.]
No. 140.——Extract of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,

Jamaica, 21 June 1835; (with Enclosures) = = ~“ 2 = pe 215
No. 141.——Copy of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquess ofSligo, dated Downing-street,

32 August 1835 - - - . ° ~ ° - . - - p 240

No. 142.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 7 July 1835; (with Enclosures)- 2 - = = = = Pp. 240

278,
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SCHED ULE--continued.

No. 143.—Extract of a Despatch from the Marquess of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated Highgate,
Jamaica, 18 July 1835; (with Enclosures) - - - p- 266

No. 144.—Extract of aDespatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquess of Sligo, dated Colonial Office,
1 September 1835 - - - - = - - - - - - p.272

(Appendix B.)

COLONIAL LAWS.

No. 1.—Jamaica.—-An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of Compen-
sation, and for promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves; and to declare the
52d of Geo 3, c. 155, in force in this Island - « - - ° ° p. 273

No. 2.—Jamatca-—-An Act to repeal part of an Act, 4 Will. IV. c. 41, intituled, “ An Act for the
Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting
the industry ofthe manumitted Slaves; and to declare the 52 Geo. 3, c. 155, in force in
this Island ;” and to explain and amend, and in aid of the said Act- +-« - p. 282

No. 3.—Jamaica.—An Act to amend and explain and repeal part of an Act passed in the fourth
ear of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery

in this Island, in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the industry of the
manumitted Slaves; and to declare the 52 Geo. 3, c. 155, in force in this Island,” and
for other purposes = 5 © = © 8 = © =e p. 286

No. 4.--Jamaica.—An Act to Colonize the interior Lands of this Island, and form a Permanent
Police - - - . - . - . - = - - - p. 290

No, §.~-Jamaica.—An Act in aid of 4 Will. IV. c. 30, intituled, “ An Act to Colonize the inte-
rior Lands of this Island, and form a Permanent Police” - 2 - © p, 292

No, 6.—Jamaica—An Act for making further provision for the building, repairing and regulating
of Gaols, Houses of Correction, Hospitals and Asylums - - + + «= p. 294

No, 7.—JaMmaica.—An Act in aid of an Act 5 Will. IV., intituled, “ An Act for making further
provision for the building, repairing and regulating of Gaols, Houses of Correction, Hos-
pitals and Asylums” + - - - - - - - 7 - - p. 300

No, 8.—Barsapors.—An Act for the Abolition of Slavery, for the government of apprenticed
Labourers, and for ascertaining and enforcing the reciprocal duties between them and
their Employers - - - = - - - - - . - p. 301

_ No. g9.~—Barpapozs.—An Act to alter an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery,
for the government of apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining and enforcing the
reciprocal duties hetween them and their Employers” - - - - «+ p. 325

No. 10.—Barsapors.—An Act for the establishment of a Rural Police for this Island, and for the
_erection of Houses of Correction connected therewith - - - © pe 328

No. 11.—Barsapors.—An Act to establish a Police in Bridge Town, in the parish of St. Michael,
P- 335

No. 12.—BarsBapors.—An Act for the Temporary Establishment of a Rural Police for this Island,
P- 341

No. 13.—Bririso Gurana.—An Ordinance to establish and constitute Inferior Courts of Criminal
Justice in British Guiana - = - © © + -*2 2 + = =» p. 342

No. 14.——-Buitise Guiawa—-An Ordinance for the Classification and Registration of Slaves
hereafter to become and be apprenticed Labourers - + - + «© p. 345

No. 15.—Britisnh Guiana.—An Ordinance for the Government and Regulation of Apprenticed
Labourers ~ - - - = - - * - - - - p. 348

No. 16.—Mauririvs—An Order-of the King in Council for giving effect in the Colony of the
Mauritius to the Statute 3 & 4 Will. IV., c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout
the British Dominions = - 2 = = © = + = «© p37

No, 17.—Anricua, &c.-—-Order in Council, 31 July 1335, declaring that adequate and satisfactory
Provision hath been made in the Colonies of Antigua, Bermuda, Bahamas, St. Chris-
topher’s, Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia, Trinidad, Mauritius, and the Cape of Good
Hope, for giving effect to an Act of Parliament, made in the gd & 4th year of His
present Majesty, for the Abolition of Slavery =- - 25 5 6 Oe p. 389
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SCHEDULE of INSTRUCTIONS addressed by Mr. Secretary Spring
Rice, and Lord Glenelg, to the Officers administering the Government
in His Majesty’s Possessions in the West Indies, and on the Continent
of South America, &c.

 

(G.)
COPY of a CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Mr. Secretary Spring

Rice to the Governors of the West India Colonies, &c.
Sir, Downing-street, 30 September 1884.AS it is very probable that the great change effected in the condition of thenegro population of His Majesty’s Colonies may lead to many consequentalterations in the system of the cultivation of lands, and in the general pursuitsof industry; I am desirous of directing your attention specially to a subjectwhich cannot but be of the highest interest and importance to the communitywith which you are officially connected. 1 wish to obtain the benefit of youropinion, and of the local experience which you are enabled to command, inrelation to the effect which free labour and the apprenticeship of the negroes

you will be so good as to inform me whether you conceive that labour is likelyto be applied profitably to the production of any new articles, whether ofagriculture or of manufacture; whether the production of the staple articles islikely to be affected; whether capital is likely to be diverted into new chan-nels, or to be applied to the more extended production of articles at presentknown in the markets; whether there exist any and what obstacles which im-pede this change or this extension of industry; and how such obstacles, ifexisting, may be removed. I am aware that the subjects of inquiry which arethus suggested to you include a most extended field of investigation; but theimportance of the inquiry, both ‘as bearing on the interest of the Colony andof the mother country, is too obvious to require any argument of mine in itssupport. The promotion ofindustry, the consequent creation and accumulationof capital, the possession of property, and the respect for laws which give thatproperty protection, are the progressive steps by which, if governed andinfluenced by the still higher sanctions of religious and moral principle andeducation, the advancement of communities in improvement and happiness ispermitted to take place. It becomes important, therefore, to those who arecharged with responsible duties to consider with the most earnest anxiety whatsteps they may be called on to take or to recommend for the purpose ofaccelerating, as far as human agency can do so, the development ofthose causesofFrosperity on which the welfare of nations depends.
ou will perceive that the objects which I contemplate will best be attainedby procuring information on the following points:

1. The present state of productive industry, distinguishing the articles raisedfor fonsumption within the colony, and their rélative value to the exportedproduce,
2. The possible changes which the Act for the Abolition of Slavery mayproduce in the agricultural, manufacturing and commercial system; especiallythe domestic economy of the agricultural labourer.
Sd. What appear to be the obstacles which impede the powers of productionor exchange, and to what causes ma they be attributed.4th. The remedies, whether legislative, financial or administrative, by whichany ofthose obstacles may be lessened or removed.
278.
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Entertaining a confident persuasion that you will not only appreciate but
participate in the views and feelings which have prompted these inquiries, and
that you will feel equally disposed with His Majesty’s Government to assist in
any measures which may not only make a sympathy for the Colonies but
which have a tendency to promote their improvement, I recommend this sub-
ject to your early and most serious consideration.

I have, &c.
(signed) I. Spring Rice.

 

(HL)
CIRCULAR DESPATCH addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors

of the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 June 1835.
I nave had under my consideration the several Returns which have been

received in answer to my predecessor’s Circular Despatch ofthe 16th ofMarch,
showing the number of persons, heretofore resident in and connected with the
Colonies, to whom special commissions have been issued by the Governors or
Lieutenant-governors, under the Act for the Abolition of Slavery.

These Returns exhibit a diversity of conduct and ofjudgment amongst the
Colonial Governments, as te the degree of forbearance or freedom with which
these commissions should be issued, which I find it difficult to account for by
any difference of local circumstances. By the Marquess of Sligo in Jamaica,
and by Sir Lionel Smith in Barbadoes, whose judgments are on every account
of the highest authority, I find that no special commissions whatever have
been issued to gentlemen connected with those Islands; whilst in Trinidad
I perceive that no less than 29 ofsuch commissions have been bestowed.

In some cases it may be easily believed that a scattered population, or one
which is subdivided by the mountainous or otherwise impracticable nature of
the country, will require a larger proportion of magisterial agency than has
been calculated upon in the distribution of the number of stipendiary magis-
trates sent out from this country; and in several instances it appears that the
magistrates did not arrive in time, and that commissions were issued to supply
their place, which, from a natural desire to show consideration for the parties __
holding them, may not have been recalled with promptitude when no longer
necessary. Moreover, until experience should have shown in what manner the
new system would work, every speculative estimate of the extent of the agency
required must have been entertained with much doubt, and for security’s
sake a larger computation may have been preferred. .
From whatever reasons these diversities of practice may have proceeded,

I feel that the time has arrived when it is necessary to revert to the spirit of
the intentions by which Parliament was governed in passing the Act for the
Abolition of Slavery, and especially those clauses of it which provided for the
establishment of a stipendiary magistracy.

It is not consistent with those intentions that the powers of a special magis-
trate should continue to be exercised by any person who has an interest in
apprenticed labour; and it is only with great circumspection and in peculiar
cases that the special commission should be given to parties who, though not
interested in apprentice labour, have been habitually resident in the Colonies,
and are in consequence unavoidably much connected with the colonial society.

I have, therefore, to instruct you to revoke, within the shortest time which
will admit of the arrangements necessary to be made for. transferring their
duties, all commissions which shall have been granted to the former class of
colonists; and I have further to direct, with respect to the special magistrates
of the latter class, that you reduce their number as low as can be done con-
sistently with the due execution of the law. In carrying into effect this
instruction, you will take the utmost care not to occasion any unnecessary pain
or irritation to the parties concerned. You will inform them that the measure
is one of a general character, and taken in pursuance of the known views of
Parliament, without reference to individuals, and upon a principle which, as
it applies to human nature at large, onght not to give offence to any class of

men.
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men. You will at the same time convey to them the thanks of His Majesty’sGovernment for their services, in all cases in which you may have reason tobelieve that those services have been honestly rendered.

If, after a careful reference to the experience of the past year, you shouldbe decidedly of opinion that it will not be practicable to have the law dulyadministered in the ensuing season of crop, without an additional. number ofpaid magistrates, in substitution for the local special magistrates, you will beleased to report to me the grounds of your opinion; and in so doing you willfave especial reference to the proportion of magistrates to population inJamaica, where the Governor has declared the number of 58 to have been suf-ficient, even in the first year of the new system. If you considera larger pro-portion to be required by any Island under your government, you will bepleased to state the difference of circumstances by which you conceive thedemand to be justified. I transmit to you herewith, for your further guidancein considering the question, a copy of the recent correspondence between thisDepartment and the Marquess of Sligo, as laid before Parliament, which willmake you acquainted with the manner in which the apprenticeship system hasbeen administered in Jamaica.
It is my purpose to seek from Parliament the power to augment the total ofpaid magistrates to such a number as will make the whole number of magis-trates, in all the Colonies having apprentices, bear the same proportion to thewhole apprentice population of those Colonies, that the number of paid magis-trates in Jamaica bears to the apprentice population of that Island. Thispower of augmentation, however, His Majesty’s Government .will hold inreserve, to be used only in case they should be convinced, by specific reportsfrom the Colonial authorities, that the increase cannot be dispensed with.In the case of some Islands, where it has been already shown to the satisfac-tion of His Majesty’s Government that a small increase at least is necessary, orwill become so on the revocation of the unpaid commissions, additionalmagistrates will be sent out withoutdelay.

I have, &c.
- (signed) Glenelg.
 

(I)
CIRCULAR DESPATCH, addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of

, the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 July 1835.
IN order that His Majesty’s Government may be enabled to compare theadministration of the apprentice laws in different Colonies and Districts, it istheir desire that the special magistrates should be instructed to keep records ofall the punishments inflicted by their authority, distinguishing corporal punish-ments fom others, and specifying, in each case, the amount ofpunishment andthe nature of the offence. ‘I transmit to you herewith a Specimen of theReturns of Proceedings upon complaints of slaves, required from the protectorsin the Crown Colonies, under the laws for the melioration of slavery whichwere lately in force there. This specimen, mutatis mutandis, may afford somegeneral guidance as to the kind oftrecord which should be required of thespecial magistrates. I also enclose Forms of such summary Returns as I wishyou to transmit monthly to me from each of the special magistrates, and of theAbstract which youwillalso be pleased to transmit monthly, for the purpose ofexhibiting the general result of these summaries as regards each Island orProvince at large. The record of proceedings in each case which comes beforethe special magistrates will enable the Governor or Lieutenant-governor toexercise the most complete superintendence over those officers ; and in thefullest confidence that this superintendence will be effectual to every necessarypurpose, I do not require that these records should be forwarded to theecretary of State. They must, however, be transmitted punctually everymonth to the Governor or Lieutenant-governor, and, after due examinationby him, be deposited in the public archives, so as to be producible at. anyperiod when His Majesty’s Government may see cause to call for their pro-278.
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duction. It is my wish that the summaries and abstracts should reach this
officeas regularly as possible; and for the purpose of better ensuring punctu-
alityin the transmission both of the records and the summaries to the Governor
or Lieutenant-governor, you will be pleased to direct that the salary of the
stipendiary magistrates shall not be issued without your certificate that these
documents, for the period for which the salary is claimed, or for a term not
falling short of that period by more than one month, have been already placed
in your hands.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Glenelg.

 

FORM of Returns.

No. 1.—The name, age, sex, residence, and mode of employment of the slave by whom or
on whose behalf the complaint was preferred.

 

No. 2.—The names of the owner or owners, and manager or managers of the slave, their

places of abode, their callings or professions.

 

No. 3.—The time when, and the person through whom, the complaint was first preferred

to, or first reached the protector.

 

No. 4.~—The substance of the complaint.

 

No. §.—The proceedings taken upon the complaint, with the date of each successive pro-
ceeding.

 

No. 6.—The names of the witnesses, if any, examined in support of the complaint, and the
_ substance of the evidence of each witness.

 

No. 7.—Substance of the defence made by the accused party or parties.

 

No. 8.—The names of the witnesses, if any, examined in support of thedefence, and the

substance of the evidence of each witness.

 

No.9.—The result of the proceeding, if terminated.

 

No. 10.-—Explanatory remarks upon the case which could not properly be comprised under
any of the preceding heads.



139

11

  
w
u
a
m
y
s
i
u
n
g

Jo
s
p
o
t
s9q}0

Aue
ut

*\uamrauguo:)

£
q
q
a
w
y
s
t
u
n
g

JO
ages

auo
Lue

uy

“
B
u
d
d
y

4
q

suamystung
Jo

asvo
suo

fue
ut

payiyur
soding

jo

“Suyddiyaa
&
q

yoawmqnung
jo

S9SB9
UT

paroIguy
sading

“poysiung
sapewagy

jo

*Burddiqy
Sq

Oey)
o
s
1
m
z
9
I
1
O

 

Bunddiyyy
f
g

 

 

s
a
o
n
u
a
i
d
d
y

0}
SyuamystuNg

JO
‘yuag

aad

saree
343

ynoySnom)
sayeaysisuy_

peisedg
jo

w
w
a
o
y
i
a
e

oy)
s
a
p
u
n

paoigur
squouysiung

wawmUusaser

Jo
‘aamatig

‘pusysy
ony

y
n
o
y
s
n
o
n
y
s
s
o
n
u
a
d
d
y

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
   

SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 f
y
a
s
a
g
jo

wnuwrxeyg
o
g
y

J
O
Q
U
A
N

[eIOL
Aspaaog

yo
w
a
m
y
x
e
y
y

ony)
s
a
q
m
u
N
UNUNxERy

ayy,|
Jo

sequinyy
aBera4y

atLy,
*paystung

saj¥py
Jo

soqninyy
w
o
]
,

uonsodoig
J0

d
a
q
u
n
N
[
B
O
E

JO
J2qQuINNT

4MOT,

"
S
L
I
A
S
A
Y

T
V
A
U
A
N
A
L

C
a
)
A
T
a
V
L

*‘JUSMUIACL)
JO

‘QDUIAOI
‘puvls]

jo
aweyN

smuamuUsaa0‘
atp

Suuarermmpe
‘22917

Jo
“s0UJ2A400)-3UBIIDIDAIT

{JOUIIAOL)
JY}

Jo
aINVEUTIC

R
a
r
d
d
r
y
4

.
B
u
d
d

non
|
S
a
r
d
a

aa,
‘sojemag

|
ssayepy

*yuaustang
wWoureuguo0,)

t
,

m
M

*Burddig
a4

Aq
syuam|

-poystund
sajemagz

c
a
s
e
y

f
q

*paroiguy
Jo

s
p
o
w
sagio

L
u
v

ar
£
q
s
n
o
m
y
s
t
u
n
g

4
s
u
o
m
d
s
t
a
n
d
J

e
y
s
i
n
g

aq)
ut

s
a
d
i
y
g

j
o

-
S
y
u
o
m
y
s
r
u
n
gy

“|
yo

oreo
quo

Lue
uy

jose
ouo

fue
ut

sadiyg)
*

a
°

cayeagerSeyg
sty

jo
*
L
O
L
W
L
S
I
A

“ayensidepy
peyoadg

fyyoseg
Jo

w
o
u
n
x
e
y
y

fyusaoe
to
w
o
u
n
e
e

oseqmay
w
o
r
e

jo
saqunyy

e
B
a
y

soquinyy
[0905

*poysiund
Jo

soquinyy
AOUAETCT

a
y

UE
po
o
m
e
n

IAD
J

xe
|

Jo
s
o
q
u
a
N

xe
sojepy

Jo
s
e
q
u
a
y

fe
P
o
y
,

pesiidaes
s
a
o
u
a
i
d
dy;

Nimoy
Josaquiany[P10

g
t

¢
J

I
n
U
O
W
949

Jo
L
u
p
yery

ayy
03

jo
e

T
u
o
o
m

jo
Aup

ysuj
ayy
w
o

‘saywysFepy
peroadg

ayy
o
r
y

‘JOWIBAOD)-"INOV']
JO

soureA0y
ay3

Aq
poajsoas

“
S
L
N
A
M
H
S
I
N
A
G

JO
S
X
U
A
L
A
Y

Oy}
Jo
a
y
y

pus
szaqunn

2
3
O
N
T
L
I
G
I
H
X
T

>
(Vv)

Z
I
G
V
L

“qdawMIUIaAOy)
Jo

‘aoulAdsg
‘pussy

Jo
a
w
e
n



140.

Despatch

(K.)

JAMAICA.

No. 36.
 

12 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

(K.)
CIRCULAR DESPATCH, addressed by Lord Glenelg to the Governors of

the West India Colonies, &c.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 July 1835.
I nave had under my consideration various representations which have been

addressed to this Department on the subject of the inadequacy of the present
allowance of 3007. a year to the stipendiary magistrates. From these state-
ments I am led to believe that the rate at which the salaries of these officers
has been fixed is by no means calculated, in all instances, to afford them a
sufficient remuneration for the duties they are required to perform.
Under this impression, I have felt myself called upon, in justice to individuals

from whom such arduous and responsible duties are required, to take immediate
steps for affording them such allowances, on account of the keep of horses and
house rent, as the case would appear to demand. In carrying such intention
into effect, I have not been insensible to the difficulty which exists of regulating
such allowances by any general rule which should meet the justice of all cases.
In some Colonies, that rate of remuneration which in others would afford a
suitable provision to the officer, is rendered altogether inadequate by the high
price which he is compelled to pay for the necessaries of life. Elsewhere the
same consequence is produced by the charge imposed upon the officer in the
form of travelling expenses. With a view to meet this difficulty, I have, in
concert with the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, fixed upon a sum which
shall be considered as the maximum of allowance to be granted under any
circumstances, leaving to the Governors of the several Colonies a discretionary
power to regulate the scale of allowance according to the demands of each
individual case. From the information I have been able to collect, it has been
decided that 150/. should be the maximum, in the proportion of 1001. for house
rent, and 50/. for the keep of a horse. .

In calculating the scale of allowance to each officer, it is hardly necessary
that I should impress upon you the necessity of observing the strictest economy.
You will bear in mind that these allowances should only be issued in cases
where you are fully satisfied that they are absolutely necessary to enable the
parties to obtain due accommodation, and to perform their duties effectively;
and upon proof being adduced that the expense has been actually incurred for
house rent or for the keep of a horse. You will authorize the payment of these
allowances at the same periods as the salaries of the magistrates, but by distinct
warrants or requisitions, addressed to the commissary on the station, and
supported by certificates to show that the parties are duly entitled to them
under the foregoing regulations. I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
P.S. The issue of the above allowances is to take date from the Ist April last.

 

JAMATICA.
(continued.)

— No. 36, —

Copy of aDESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl ofAberdeen,
dated The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 31 March 1835.

My Lord,
THE hurried manner in which a number of previously neglected bills are

hurried forward on the last days of every session here, and the numerous
erasures and interlineations which appear in the ingrossments, have prevented
my remarking some enactments which I think objectionable, and which I have
detected since they have been printed and delivered to me, about three weeks
ago. ‘This perhaps is hardly a sufficient excuse, but it is the fact; and having
made those remarks since, I deem it my duty to submit them to you, in order
that your attention may be drawn to them, and your decision, whatever
it may be, made known to me.
The Act to which this despatch particularly alludes, and which being of the

greatest consequence, I have taken up first, is “‘ the Act in aid of the Abolition
Act,”
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Act,” passed during the last session, It repeals clauses 27, 39, 44 & 68 ofthe original Abolition Act. The first clause to which I shall call your Lord-ship’s attention is the 7th, which replaces the 27th. The alteraticn I objectto there, is that thejurisdiction is thereby taken out of the hands of the specialjustice, as I consider has been provided by the original 27th clause. Icannot but think that much oppression may result from this change. Theintroduction also of the word “ Saturday” into the 7th clause, which does notappear in the former one, appears to me to prevent the apprentices fromgoing to market on any other day but Saturday, which I do not think is a veryadvisable restriction. The advertisement of the magistrates of Trelawny, whichI enclose, is, I think, rendered legal by the insertion of this word; and it wasin consequence of the idea I had formed on seeing that advertisement, thatI was induced to compare the old Act, and Act in aid, as closelyas I have done.In the 13th clause, which supersedes the 39th clause, they have inserted thewords “legally married,” in order to prevent the apprentices having theadvantages given to them by the term “reputed connexions” in theoriginalAct, which being almost the only tie in the Island, and having been acted onin cases where a separation of such a connexion by removal has beenattempted, has caused muchdispleasure amongst the proprietors andmanagers,I fear that this also opens the door to oppression, in an improper use of theclause. In the provision of the same clause they have inserted the words * ifhe shall think proper,” with a view, as I think, of leaving it to the choice ofthe master whether he shall release the confined apprentice or not, contrary tothe original law, which requires that no apprentice shall be confined for morethan 24 hours without being either released or his case submitted to a specialmagistrate. Now such frequent instances occur of owners placing theirapprentices in confinement for 24 hours, or indeed in some cases for a longerperiod, without any charge being brought against them, and these instancesare so often only discovered by accident, that I am anxious that no incautiousexpression should give them any authority for a greater abuse of that power.I also object to the “nearest justice of the peace” having jurisdiction in thiscase. It was originally confided to the special justices, and it escaped methat it was taken from them solely. There are now quite as many specialjustices as the exigencies of the country require; and therefore I see no suffi-cient reason for the introduction of this power to the local magistrates. Inclause 14, which supersedes clause 44, the whole of the provision has beenrepealed, and none re-enacted. The limit placed on the additional labour perweek, being confined to 15 hours per week, has been thereby done away with.Isee much objection to this omission. At the time the Bill passed, I dislikedthe “bilboes” being made a place of legal confinement; such a power havingbeen in all times much abused, and not likely now to be less taken advantageof. Such are the points to which I see objection; but I think it right not-withstanding to say that I have consulted the ChiefJustice, in whose opinionIhave much confidence, and he does not feel as much opposed to them asI do; therefore am I perhaps in error; but such a conviction having reachedmy mind, it is my duty to make known to you. Should you think my viewcorrect, and that you should disallow it, perhaps you would at the same timeauthorize me to give my assent to a Bill on the same principle, but not contain-ing these defects which I have pointed out. With regard to the penal gangson estates, I have some doubts whether it is expedient or not to allow them.The abuse of this power is guarded against by a clause I got inserted, No. 8 ;but as it is a measure of much value, if not allowed, I would beg as yetto give no opinion respecting them. I have as yet seen no cause to doubtthe policy of clause 4, and therefore do not make any remark upon it. Asfar as my judgment goes, all the other clauses are unobjectionable. Itmighttherefore be worthy of consideration whether the best line for your Lordshipto adopt would not be, not to allow or disallow the Bill, but to make suchremarks on it as you may think expedient, in order that amendments may bemade on those particular points where you see objections: this would ‘alsogive more time to watch the working of the penal-gang clause. The stealingof produce has got to an alarming extent, and I have directed the attention ofthe police to the necessity of watching this. On one police station nearhere,in about a fortnight, the police captured nearly a hogshead of sugar, whichwas all condemned by the magistrates. T have, &c.278, (signed) Siigo.
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—No. 87. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquess of Sligo,
dated Downing-street, 13 June 1835.

I wave received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 31st March, containing
various observations on the Acts passed by the Legislature of Jamaica in their
last Session, and promising additional remarks of the same nature. 1 had
already resolved on the advice which it would be my duty to tender to His
Majesty respecting this series of laws, before your communication of the 31st
March reached me. It has contributed very strongly to confirm my original
impressions.

The Act for the amendment of the law respecting apprenticed labourers, is
of far more considerable importance than any of those which received your
Lordship’s assent at the close of the last year. Ido not wish to disguise the
more than usual care and even scrupulosity with which I have thought it right
to examine the provisions of this statute. Between His Majesty, the British
Parliament, and the people of Great Britain, on the one hand, and the persons
entitled to the services of the manumitted slaves, on the other, there may with

little impropriety of language be said to exist a solemn compact, to the faithful
performance of which either party is bound by the most sacred obligations.
If, on the one hand, the payment of the compensation money is the inevitable
duty of this country, it is not less clearly due from the Colonial Legislatures
that they should strictly adhere to every one essential or valuable provision of
those laws which have been accepted by His Majesty as an “adequate and
satisfactory ® performance of the condition which Parliament imposed upon
them at the time of making the grant. For the Council and Assembly to
retract any part of the offer deliberately made by themselves, and on the foot-
ing of which their right to participate in the compensation fund was esta-

blished, would be an infringement of the original compact to which His Ma-

jesty could never assent. I have therefore perused this Act with a very careful

reference to those by which it is preceded, and I will now convey to your Lord-

ship the result of that comparison. The absence of all distinction of clauses in

the transcript renders it impossible for me to quote them with the precision
which would be desirable.

Ist. If the owner of a plantation shall be disposed to abandon it, and shall
give six months’ notice.of that design to the labourers on the estate, and to the

nearest magistrate, the proprietor is to be relieved after the expiration of that
period from all further obligation to maintain the labourers: they however
are not to be discharged from their apprenticeship, but are to be removed from
the abandoned plantation to some other estate, having however the power to

select their own future employers from amongst the various candidates for
their services. Agricultural labourers, however, are not to remove into the

towns or to abandon their work in the fields, unless they can satisfy the special
justice that they shall be able to maintain themselves by other methods.
Apprenticed labourers: refusing to be removed from the abandoned estates
are to be punished as vagabonds. If your Lordship will refer to the 9th sect.
of the Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, you will perceive that
the removal of prdial apprentices from the plantations to which they had been
attached, or on which they had been usually employed, on or previously to

the Ist of August 1834, is expressly forbidden, except in the case of transfers
made with the consent of two or more special justices, to some other estate
belonging to the same employer, in the same Colony. I have found it impos-
sible to reconcile with this provision the enactment to which I have referred :
and your Lordship is aware that in the event of any repugnancy between the
two, not merely the general principle of law, but the express terms of the
16th section of the English statute, declares that the Act of Assembly shall be
‘null, void and of no effect.”

2d. I perceive it is enacted, that the courts of quarter sessions may take
cognizance of offences committed by apprenticed labourers, in the same manner
as in cases of free persons. ‘The general rule I apprehend to be, that every mis-
demeanor committed by free persons is cognizable at the quarter sessions. If

the intention be to render the apprentices amenable to the same tribunals for
every misdemeanor which they may commit, then, as every disobedience to the »

statute
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statute law under which they are placed is anoffence of that character, thequarter sessions, or in other terms the local magistracy, will indirectly acquirethat jurisdiction which has been studiously withholden from them by Parlia-ment. If, on the other hand, the meaning be only that an apprenticed labourershall be liable to be tried at the quarter sessions for any offence which couldbe committed by other free persons, and which, if so committed by them,would be cognizable by these courts, then the rule is unobjectionable, exceptin regard to the vagueness of the terms in which it ig expressed.3d. An apprenticed labourer found wandering as a vagabond, without awritten permission from his employer,and unable to give a satisfactory accountof himself, may by any justice of the peace be adjudged a vagabond andpunished accordingly. The Act contains no words ascertaining the sense inwhich the expression ‘ vagabond” is here employed. This omission ought tobe supplied ; for otherwise the simple fact of absence from the estate withoutthe employer’s consent, even during the leisure time of the apprentice, mightsubject him to these penalties. It is indeed declared that the rule is not to be“deemed or construed” to abridge or interfere with the free use by the appren-tice of his leisure time; but whatever sense the interpreter of the law maassign to the rule, I perceive no construction of it which might not be attendedwith that injurious consequence which the Legislature themselves soplainlydeprecate.
ath. The special magistrates are authorized to establish penal gangs on theplantations, which they may at pleasure break up, and transfer the offenders tothe penal gang of the parish. The penal gang thus to be established on theestate must of course be subjected to a penal discipline, to be enforced by theemployer or his subordinate agents; and while in that condition, the ordinaryrules limiting the duration of the labour of the apprentices must of course besuspended. In other words, the employer will, as a minister ofjustice, assumeover these persons the exercise of much of that invidious authority of which hewas deprived by the Slavery Abolition Act. It appears to me that criminalsof every class should undergo their sentences under the inspection and uponthe responsibility of the proper officers of the law 3 and that there are strongobjections to committing this charge, not merely to persons invested with nopublic office, but who have a strong immediate interest for enforcing thepenalties of the law with undue severity, and for exacting immoderate labour.The moral effect of exhibiting bodies of apprentices working on theestates aspenal gangs, under the immediate control of the planter or overseer, must bepernicious, and must tend to repress the growth of those feelings of mutualconfidence between the employer and the employed which it is of the utmostconsequence to cherish. It may further be remarked that the Act does not, interms at least, provide in respect of time which the apprentice may pass inlabouring for his employer’s benefit in the penal gang on the estate ; the appren-tice is not also to be considered as a debtor to the employer; yet, adverting tothe general terms of the former laws of the Island, this is a consequence which,in the absence of an express declaration to the contrary, would seem to follow.5th. Any apprenticed labourer acting as a watchman and absenting hispost,or being guilty of any neglect of duty by which the employer’s property isdamaged, is to make good the loss, or is to yield any amount of extra labour tohis employer not exceeding 30 days, or is to undergo any number of stripesnot exceeding 50. I cannot perceive the justice of this rule. A freeman whoengages for his own profit to act as the guardian of the property of anothermay reasonably be called upon to indemnify the owner against such losses ashis negligence may occasion. The contractor indemnifies himself against thetisk, by the terms of the engagement. But a man who works by compulsionand for a bare subsistence, ought not to incur such damages. The punish-ment of the negligent watchman should be measured, not by the amount of theloss sustained -by his employer, but by the amount of suffering presumablyNecessary to deter the offender himself and the witnesses of his punishmentfrom the repetition of the offence.

6th. The plantation constable is authorized to secure and to place in con-finement any apprenticed labourers not employed on the plantation, who maybe found loitering there without the knowledge and permission ofthe employer.From the operation of this rule are excepted the wives of the. apprentices
. legally married.” I-presume that this apparently tautologous phrase is used78, in
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in contradistinction to that of wives improperly so called, that is women living
in a state of concubinage: therefore the rule would forbid an apprenticed
labourer to admit his concubine into his hut, except with the assent of the pro-
prietor. I fear that this rule has little or no tendency to promote the interests
of morality. The long and lamentable disuse of marriage amongst the slave
population of Jamaica has given birth to connexions between the sexes, which,
however much to be lamented, must be borne with until they can be superseded
by more legitimate unions formed under the influence of religious and moral
culture. Such habits are certainly not to be eradicated by peremptory and
unforeseen laws. Further, the apprentice has a strict legal right to receive into
his hut such inmates or visitors as he may think proper, provided that nothing
be done to endanger the public peace, or the good order of his own or any other
plantation. He must be considered as a tenant paying rent for his occupation
in the form of manual labour.

7th. The prohibition of apprenticed labourers attending or voting at any
public meeting should have been confined to meetings of which the object or
the proceedings were political. There is no good reason for excluding them
from charitable and religious meetings, holden during their own leisure hours.

8th. The appeal from the special magistrates to the supreme or assize
courts, would transfer to the local magistracy presiding in those tribunals a
power which Parliament studiously reserved to the special justices. I should
ave thought the enactment unobjectionable had it merely ascertained the right

of the supreme tribunals to-set aside the decision of the special magistrates, for
illegality or want of form: but the right of appeal goes far beyond this.

Oth. After a preamble declaring that many plantations are destitute of
sufficient strength for the confinement and safe keeping of violent persons who
may commit offences; it is enacted that in every such case it shall be lawful to
secure any such offender in the bilboes, “in the same manner as has heretofore
been the custom.” This indefinite language will afford shelter for the revival
of many of those practices which prevailed under the old slave law of the
Island. It is possible that the meaning of the Legislature may not be accu-
rately represented by the words they have employed.

10th. Four sections of the Act of December 1833 are repealed; they
are those designated in the printed copy of that Act by the numbers 27, 39,
44 & 60. In general it appears to me that the enactments thus to be revoked
are properly selected for that purpose; but they contain some beneficial pro-
visions which might have been conveniently left in force: at least I am unable
to perceive what advantage is anticipated from rescinding them. I refer espe-
cially to the declaration respecting the right of the apprenticed labourers to
resort to market and. to places of public worship, and to enjoy the free use of
their own time ; to the declaration requiring the release of an apprentice after
24 hours’ imprisonment, if a special justice cannot be procured in that time; to
the rule that no employer must ever imprison an apprentice, without subse-
quently preferring a complaint against him for the offence which occasioned
the imprisonment; to the clause respecting the flogging or beating of women ;
to the limitation of 15 hours in the whole in any one week, as the period of
penal labour in the employer’s service; and to the declaration that all penalties
are to be recovered before a special justice by distress, and are to be applicable
to the public service of the Island. The repeal of all these enactments will
apparently deprive the law of some of its most important securities against
abuse.

11th. This Act provides, that if, before any order shall be made for dis-
charging a labourer from his apprenticeship on the payment of the appraised
value of his service, it shall: be proved that during the apprenticeship the
labourer has been convicted of any robbery or theft, the justice must stay all
proceedings until the expiration of three years from the time of the conviction.
Without pausing to debate the justice of this regulation, it is enough for me
to say that it is at variance with those provisions of the Act of Parliament
which give to the labourers a positive right to purchase their discharge without
any such qualification. .

12th. The Act provides that if five or more labourers shall, without the
written authority of their employer, proceed in a body or in a tumultuous or
riotous manner from the estate to which they are attached, under the pretext
of receiving redress of grievances, they are to be committed to the nearest

gaol,
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gaol, there to remain till the decision of the case; and if it shall be made toappear to the justices that such labourers had quitted their homes withoutjustifiable cause, the males are to be whipped, and the females are to be placedin solitary confinement or worked in the penal gang. Now it is obvious thatin general the smallest possible number of persons ought to quit the estate ina body, for the purpose of lodging complaints; but on the other hand, it is”scarcely possible to draw so strict a line as is here proposed, without greatoccasional injustice. A complainant failing to prove the cause of his absencejustifiable, is to undergo a severe punishment; yet that failure may be inevit-able, if he is forbidden to take with him the witnesses, however numerous,who alone are qualified to prove the truth of his complaint.13th. The discharge of an apprenticed labourer, after 24 hours? imprison-ment by his employer's authority, is referred to the discretion of the employer,or to that of the nearest justice of the peace who is permitted to authorizethe further detention of the labourer, until the attendance of a specialmagistrate can be obtained, or (according to the nature of the offence) tocommit such labourer to gaol, to be dealt with according to law. The powersthus given to the ordinary Magistracy are repugnant to the British statute,and invest them with an authority which Parliament has expressly forbiddenthem to assume.
14th. The special justices are authorized to direct “ the. reasonable andnecessary corrections of juvenile delinquent apprentices,” with a strap orswitch ; but no female of the age of 10 years or upwards is to be liable to anysuch correction. The word “ juvenile” is so indefinite, as to leave the autho-rity thus given to the magistrates destitute of any safe or certain limit. TheJudicial punishment of females by whipping, whatever may be their ages, isrepugnant to the plain language of the Act of Parliament.

_ For these reasons, and adverting to the terms of your Lordship’s DespatchNo. 69, this Act will be disallowed by His Majesty in Council. Your Lordshipwill make generally known throughout the Island that the order ofdisallow-ance may be expected to arrive there by the next packet.
I cannot pass from the subject, without some further remarks suggested bythe terms of the Despatch No. 69.
I infer that an opinion prevails in Jamaica, and is even entertained byyour Lordship, that the Colonial Acts respecting apprenticed labourers havesuperseded the Act of Parliament in that Island. This, however, is amisap-prehension which cannot be too soon or too distinctly removed. The 22dsection of the British statute prescribes with minute care the method to betaken as often as any of the Parliamentary enactments are to lose their autho-rity, and are to give place to others to be substituted for them by Acts ofAssembly. But this course has not been pursued in reference to any of theActs of the Jamaica Legislature. Every part of the Statute 3 & 4 Will. rv.,c. 73, has the force of law in that Island.’ In the language of the 16th section,“any enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order in any Act of the Assem-bly [of Jamaica] contained, in anywise repugnant or contradictory to theAct of Parliament or any part thereof, is absolutely null and void, and of noeffect.”

Your Lordship will communicate to every special magistrate in Jamaica appy of the preceding paragraph, for his guidance in the execution of hisuty.
I regret that your Lordship was induced to assent to the Act on which Ilave commented, until you had carefully perused every part of it. The cour-eous feelings towards the House of Assembly which induced your Lordship0 close the business of the Session, although some of the Bills were presented0 you in an illegible form, might have deprived me of the benefit which I havelerived from your Lordship’s comments on this:Act. In the ordinary coursef business, it would, but for accidental circumstances, have been disposed of0 the early part of last month. You will have the goodness to cause it to beaade known to the proper persons, that in future it will not be in your Lord-hip’s power to assent, on His Majesty’s behalf, to any Act of which a clearranscript has not been laid before you for such a period as may be requisite for' careful examination of its contents. __
This correspondence suggests: the indispensable necessity of insisting that10 Act bé passed in Jamaica affecting the condition of apprenticed. labourers,
278.
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unless it shall either contain a suspending clause, or unless the period at which .
it shall be made to take effect in the Island shall be so remote as shall afford
His Majesty in Council ample time for exercising His Majesty’s prerogative of
disallowance, if that course should be thought necessary. Your Lordship will
consider this as an inflexible rule for your future guidance.

 

—No. 88,~—-

Extract of a DESPATCHfrom the Marquess ofSHgo to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 27 March 1835.

IT is with considerable satisfaction that I am enabled to repeat to your Lord-
ship the same favourable assurances as to “the general state of the Island”
that it has been hitherto in my power to transmit to you. The apprentices,
generally speaking, are working very industriously: in many instances, where
they are paid by the quantity of sugar made, they are in the habit of keeping
up the boiling-house work for the whole first five days of the week unin-
terruptedly, though their bargain with their masters may have been to work
only for 18 hours per day. On many estates they work by spells, not having
been offered wages, as the proprietors say they cannot afford to pay any
in some cases; and in others, because the whole crop will be easily taken off
without taking more than the legal time: the last instances are, however,
rare. There are some few estates where they have refused to work at all for
wages, but where, they work very diligently during the legal hours. These
refusals are here attributed to sectarian influence; but I have not as yet seen
that satisfactorily proved. It is, however, a remarkable fact that
plantation is precisely in the state I have above described, and that it is in
that estate the Rev. Mr. interfered with the head estate constable, to
prevent his punishing any of the apprentices; and for which he is now under
prosecution. Their misconduct, or more properly speaking, their passive
resistance, keeping within the limits of the law but going no farther, does look
like the result of more serious consideration than generally falls to the lot of
the apprentices here. I am however bound to say, that this is the only
instance which has fallen under my observation where there appears to be any
ground for the opinion. 1 have the honour to enclose to you a Return of the
quantity of sugar made this year up to the 28th February, and up to that day
last year; also of the days on which respectively the crop commenced. I have
added, in as many instances as I have been able to procure it, the hours of
labour of each crop per day. By it your Lordship will perceive that, for the
number of hours of actual labour, nearly double the quantity of sugar has been
made per hour this year, more than what was made during slavery; which
satisfactorily I think proves, that in the energy produced by labour for wages,
they will in future find a sufficient counterpoise to the loss of the time which
they enjoyed under slave labour. By the next packet I will send home
to you any farther reports I shall have by that time received. I find much
use in asking for these returns, as I am able to call the special magistrates to
account for any particular deficiency I may observe.

I have the honour also to enclose to your Lordship copies of letters received
from nearly all the special justices; which, though they vary in the terms of
their report as the circumstances of their respective districts require, in the
main will be found, I trust, to justify my report. It is to be remarked, that
the two parishes going on now the worst, as your Lordship will see by these
letters, are St. James's and St. George’s. The former is the parish where
notoriously the greatest severities prevailed in all the past times of Jamaica,
where the last rebellion principally raged, and where at this moment more
violent party spirit is kept up, and I grieve to say is promoted by the vast-
majority of the principal and most influential people ofthe parish. This has
been the scene of Mr. services; and although I ‘must think that
his system of entire abstinence from punishment of a corporal nature was
peculiarly inapplicable in that district, (in consequence of the contrast being so

yery
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very great from the former severity as to lead the negroes into an idea that
their state was different from what it really is), it is my duty to confess, that
at the commencement, he and Mr. deserved the greatest credit
for their unceasing efforts to stem the extraordinary efforts that were made
to keep up the old system.

With respect to the parish of St. George’s, I have only to say that it has
been the scene of Mr. exertions; and as the result has not been
as favourable as he thinks it, 1 have the more to lament that so much
severity should have been so uselessly adopted. I deprecate in the most
anxious manner that gentleman’s restoration to the magistracy. That the
crop of the next year will be somewhat deficient I have reason to fear. Such
has been the dread of not getting off this crop, that all the exertion which was
formerly applied to the double object of taking the year’s crop and preparing
for the next year’s, has been devoted to this year’s service. ‘That there may
have been sound and good reason for this course, I am not prepared to con-
test: 1am rather induced to think it was expedient, if not necessary; but
I think that the apprentice has in most places now acquired such an avidity for
money, as to remove from my mind the apprehension that any falling off in the
crop of the year after next will be experienced.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 38._

 

JAMAICA.

RETURN of the Quantity of Sucar made up to the 28th February 1834 and 28th February 1835; distinguishing the
Names of the Estates and Parishes, the Days on which the Crop commenced, the Increase an
of Labour of each Crop per day.

Decrease, and the Hours

 

 

          

ESTATE , PARISHES Commenced Sugar Commenced Soger In- De Hours Hours al
STATES. . for made for a . ity.
. 1834, 1834. 1835, 1035, | crete:| crease. | "3354"| “Fags, Quality

Hhds. Hhds. | Hhds, | Hhas.
Windsor Forest - «| St. David's - |2 Dec. 1833| 493] 15 Dec. 1834] 38 - waz} 24 13 |Superior.
Lloyd's - - -j]- ditto - -|9 Dee. - 73 18De. - 6o . 13 24 16 | Equal.
Green Wall, 43 days-|- ditto - - |26 Nov. - 68 |8Dec. - §2 - 16 24 24 | Equal.
Albion -~ - -|- ditto - -|2 Nov. - 158 |1Dec. -— | 135 - 23 15 .| 12 | Worse.
Windsor Castle - -|- ditto - -~|9 Dee. - 47 |2Dec. -—- go - 17 24 14 ‘
Nortiss - «+ -|- ditto - - | 10 Feb. 1834] 30 |9Dec —- 49 19 - 24 13 | Superior.
River Head + -|- ditto - +} 14 Nov.1833) 184] 1 Dec. - 25 oz] - 24 14 |Superior.
Eolus Valley - -|- ditto - - | 20 Dee. - 75 |1 Dec. = |. 68 - 10 4 24 | Equal.
Airy Castle, 5 days -| St. Andrew's -- |8 Feb. 1834 | 30 {15 Feb. 1835{ 16 - “14 20 9

Constant Spring, 44 days! - ditto - - 118 Jan. — 58 f;irJan - 42 - 16 18 8
CherryGarden - -j- ditto - -/18 Jan. - 40 |16Jan, - 25 - 15 16 13
Golden Spring, 4 jdays| - ditto - ~|3 Feb, - 30 {25 Jan — 363 63] - 17 8}
Maresty - - -|- ditto - -i1 Feb. - 21 j1igJan - 41 20 : 14 14
Molynes - - -j|- ditto - -|1 Feb. — 21 {[18Jan. — 31 10 - 163] 16
Norbrook - —- -|- ditto - -|25 Jan, ~— 31 |8Feb - 14 - y 16 13
Shortwood, § days -|-+ ditto - -|1 Feb, - 17 |8Feb - 13 - 4 18 9
Spring -  - -|- ditto - -|¢2 Jan. ~ 18 |6Feb - 10 - 8 16 13
Pembroke Hall - -|- ditto - -|1Feb. - 18 |1Feb <= 20 2 “ 14 14
Temple Hall, 5 days -|- ditto - - |15 Feb. — 28 3)1Feb. - go 43] - 18 9
Waterhouse, 5 days -|- ditto - -|{1 Feb -— 25 |1Feb -<- 24 - 1 18 9
Petersfield, 5 days -| Westmorland -| 10 Dec. 1833| 113 |5Jan.  - 96 - 17 24 24
Lincoln - = -/- ditto - -}10Dec - 48 3| 14 Dec. 1834] 49}] 2 - 24 24
Shrewsbury, 5 days -|- ditto - -|12Dec. = | 139$] 6 Dec. ~ | 150 1o}} = 24 24
Masemure - -|- ditto - -|29Dec. - 99 | 1 Jan, 1835 66 - 33 8 Irreg'.
Friendship&Greenwich| + ditto - ~{12 Dec. — | 104 | 18 Dec.1834| 97 - 7 £4 24
Moreland- - -|- ditto - -{|16Dec. - 57 |16Dec. = 70 13 - 24 24
Mint “= «| ditto - — - | 16 Jan, 1834] 164 | 2 Jan. 1835| 106 2 . 24 24
Retreat - - -|- ditto - -{|8 Jan, -— | 11934] 5 Jan. - 102 - 10 3] 24 24%) * Irreg'.
Spring Garden « -|- ditto - -|15 Jan. - 79 | 7 Jan — 93 14 - 24 24
Prospect ~ - -|- ditto - - |2 Dec. 1833 | 143 | 8 Dec. 1834| 104 - 39 24| Irreg'.
Blue Castle - -|]- ditto - -113 Dew — 55 | 7 Jan.1835 | 514] - 43} 24 | Irregr.
Medgehom  - ~|- ditto ~ -{|6Jan. 1834] 62 | 7 Jan. — 43.| - | aa | 24 9
CocoaWalk - «| St. David's - ,;20 Jan, = g2 |7Jan. - 20 - 12 21 15 | Equal.

Serge Island - - Stenomas "ye Jan. - 70 }1Jan. - 42 - 28 | 24| 16

Georgia, sdays = - |. ditto - -{aJan. -' | 39 | aJan. - 36 | - 3 | 24 | 36
Creighton Hall, 5 days| - ~ditto - -jiJdan = 80 j1Jan ~ "6 - 4 24.| 24
Coley, 5days - >| - ditto - -i1Jan - 53 | i Jan - 45 - 8 jf 424 16
Garbrand Hall - =~ | ~ ditto - —-| 18 Nov. 1833] 123 | 18 Nov. 1834| 122 - 1 24 | 16

. (continued)
278,

147



148

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

20 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

PARISHES Commenced Sager Commenced Sugar In- De- ploers Hours
e . for made lor made abour| Labour .

ESTATES ants 1834, 1834, 1835, 1095.| orense.| erense.| "i559" | lugs, | uy

Hhds. Hhds. | Hhds. | Hhds.

Blue Mountain- —- St omas in} 1 Jan. 1834 | Go | 1 Jan. 1835| 49 - 11 18 | 16

Hall Head, 5days -|- ditto - -}1i Jan = 78 | iJan - 48 - 30 24 16*) ~ * Mill
Golden Valley - -]- ditto - =| 10 Dec.1833] 41 | 3 Nov. 1834] 50 9 - 24 16 | stopped
Whitehall - - te ditto - - {1 Jan. 1834 | 16 115 Dew = 25 9 - 24 18 | a week,
Buckingham, § and 6 |- ditto - -/i4Jan — 86 | 1 Jan. 1835 16 10 - 24 18
Latium - - - | St. James’s - | 7 Dec. 1833 | 160 | 6 Dec. 1834| 1093} - 50 23 20
Orange - - -|- ditte - -/6Dec - 284) 6Dec. ~ ‘gi oe 17 23 20%) - *No
Belvidere -  - <+j]- ditto - ~.{2 Feb, 183q | 38 [10 Jan.1835} 31 - 7 23 20 | works,
St. Jago - - -| Clarendon ejiJjJan - 55 | iJan = 44 .. 11
St. Toolies - -|- ditto - -jiJan < g2 jiJan - 14 - 18
Clarendon Park -|-+ ditto - .«/iJjJan - 48 | 1Jan = 36 - 12
Whitney - - +] ditto - -j1Jan - go {iJan - 76 6
Denbigh - - -J-« ditto - -l1Jan = 51 | idan. 96 25
Hulse Hall - -|- ditto - -jiJan - 39 j idan - 50 1
Parnassus - =~ -|- ditto - -|iJan ~ 64 jiJan ~ 99 35 - 24 18
Main Savanna - -/- ditto - -j3Jan - ag jiJan - 18 - 1 h 8

St. Thomas in 620 hours 1835.Rozelle - - «© the East ny iJan, - 7o | 24 Jan. ~ 40 ° 3e 1,296 hours 1834.

Belvedere- - -j|- ditto -  -/14Jan. ~ 50 |5Jan. ~ 80 | 30 - oe pours Roe

Morant -— - =|- ditto - -{iJan = 69 | 8 Dec. 1834| 50 ° 19 { aoeheure 83

: 1,200 hours 1835.Stanton - - -/- ditto - + |2 Dec. 1833 | 65 | 3 Dec. ~ 63 - 2 ihn hours 1834.

Pembroke Hall- -|- ditto - +14 Nov. - 55 |18Nov. = 52 - 3 {Past hours ee

Nutts River -j}- ditto - -)2Dec — 87 |22 Sept. - 67 - 20 ave pours ee

. : our. 5.Montpelier - «f- ditto - -|/gDec. + 63 | 24 Nov. ~ 69 6 - voit icurs eo

Lyssons - -[- ditto - «| 1 Jan. 1834| 1390 0| 92 Jan. 1835] 64 - 66 24 16
Retreat «© « «je ditto - - | 1 Dec. 1833 | 70 |20 Oct. 1834} 60 - 10 16 9 |
Oxford « - -{|- ditto - -f1gNov. - 40 |24Nov. ~ 32 - 8 16 9
East Prospect - -j|- ditto - ~-{|20 Dec, — 58 jgDec - 46 - 12 24 18
Leith Hall - -]- ditto - - 113 Feb. 1834] 19 |12Jan.1835 | 18 - 1 16 9
Cardiff - -|- ditto - -| 8 Dec. 1833] 59 | 10 Dec. 1834} 46 - 13 15 9
Clifton Hill - --|- ditto - -|gDec - 54 |26Nov. - 36 - 18 15 9
Harbour Head = -|- ditto - -|9Dec - 55 (29Dec. - 33 - “92 16 11
Roehampton - ~~] St. James's - | 6 Jan. 1834| 71 | 6 Jan. 1835 40 - 31
Spring Garden - -|- ditto - -|16Jan = 43 |13 Jan. ~ 27 ° 16
Welcome = - | Hanover - 13 Jan. - 44 |30 Dec. 1834} 40 « 4
Haddington = - -|- ditto - e{1gJan = 37. | 5 Jan. 1835 32 - 5
Adelphi - - -| St. James -|29 Jan, - 33 [1igJan. - 42. ° 9
Roaring River - -{| Westmorland -|1Jan, ~- g6 | 29 Dec. 1834! 65 - 3L
Fort William + -|- ditto - -}1Jan, <= 60 |29 Dec = 57 - 3
Prospect - - -|- ditto - -|iJan - 55 |7 Dec —- 45 - 10
Fontabelle - -}- ditto - -|igJan, - 40 | § Jan. 1835 33 - 7
Windsor Forest - -|- ditto - -{13Jan, ~ 32 j12Jan. —- 27 - 5
Geneva - - -|- ditto - -|1Jan - 49 | 29 Dec. 1834) 22 - 18
Camp Savanna - -j|- ditto - -{igJan - 35 |19 Jan. 1835| 30 - 5
Caswell Hill - -| Vere - - 118 Nev. 1833) 88 | 18 Nov. 1834| 98 10 -
Broeziletto -  -|- ditto - --]| 3 Feb. 1834 | 38 |.7Jan.1835 | 68 go -
Hillside - + -]- ditto - -| Feb - 39 |7Jan. - 73 - 34
Harmony Hall - -j- ditto - -{|1 Feb. - 28 | g Dec. 1834| 48 20 -
Pindar’s Hall - -| Clarendon -|20 Jan. ~ 26 | 7 Jan. 1835 22 - 4
Mullet Hall - «|- ditto - - 116 Dec. 1833} 43 | 16 Dec. 1834| 32 - i
Longueville - -|-+ ditto - -|30 Dec. ~ 53 |29Dec. - 40 - 13
Four Paths - -|- ditto - + | 29 Jan. 1834; 15 | 7 Jan. 1835 25 10
Fountain - - -|- ditto - - | 10 Dec, 1833] 18 [27 Jan. = 10 - 8
Spring Vale - -| St. John’s - |13 Jan. 1834} 41 |8 Jan ~ 55 14
Mountain River -|-+ ditto - -fia5Jan. - go ji2Jan. — 18 - 12 f * Much
Rose Hill - - - | Clarendon - 118 Dec. 1833] 60 |29 Dec. 1834] 53 - 7 rain this
Lodge - « -| St. Dorothy’s - | 10 Feb. 1834) 936 | § Jan. 1835 | 99 63 year
Fairfield - ~ - | St: James -/itJan « 99 |16Jan, — 64 - 35 23 20*| stopped
Turn  - = -j- ditto + +-j18Jan. - | 93 |17Jan + 72 - |.21 23 | 20 || themill
Kirkpatrick Hall -|- ditto - -/18Jan. — | 46 |24Jan. - gz4; - 133] 23 20 || a fort.
Tryall - “[- ditto - ~~ | 1 Dec. 1833 4 |19Jan ~ 18 1 - a3 zo |night.
Elin - * - | Westmorland -| 2Jan.1834| 86 | 2Jan. - 65 - 21 24°} 16 [| -* No
Bogue - - -{- ditto -. -j|¢2Jan. - 93 |2Jan - 56 - 37 24 16 | Satur-
Oxford - - -{- ditto - -|,2Jan + 63 |2Jan = 67 4 ” 18 16 | days
Island - ~ ~|- ditto - -|2Jan - 75 {|2Jan = 53 - 23 24 16 | 1884.
Two Mile Wood -|- ditto - -|2Jan. —- | 64 |aJan. - 39 . 5 24 16 | ditto.
Vauxhall - = +} ditto - +-|e2Jan. — 17 |eJan, = 10 * 7 24 16 | ditto.
Hopewell - - | Trelawny’ -| 9 Dec. 1833 | 64 | 1 Dec. 1834} 58 - 6   
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PARISHES Commenced Sugar Commenced Sugar In- | De Honors | Hours. ES. 0 d L ity.ESTATES 93s, | 1058. | 435, | Tagb,| eFeAse.| crease, [Labour| Leboor| Quality

H Dee. 1839| | @ peo. a8 Hds, | Hhds ' Hhds.Grove -:| Hanover - = ~-| 23 Dec. 1833] 72 ec, 1834 1 - 11Hoagiral . - -|- ditto - - | 13 Jan. 1834 | 40 | 5 Jan. 1835 38 - 2SeraRivers -|- ditto - +/6Jan. - 82 |20Jan. - 37 - 45
Montpelier - - | St. James -|7Jan - 148 |14Jan. ~ 54 - 94Rose Hall - -|- ditto - -|1Mar, -— - j17Feb, 10 10
Crwle - ° “|[- ditto - -{|24Feb. - § |26Jan, - 13° 8
Bampton Bryan - | Trelawny - {17 Feb, = 20 {23Feb. ~ 7 - 13B e Castle - -|- ditto - - {17 Feb. ~- 19 |} 23 Feb, - 6 - 16Anadia - «+ «+ ditto - .={17 Feb. - 19 |23Feb. — 8 - 11Filstone - - -|> ditto - -|8Feb. - 31 |26Jan. - 35 4 15 16
Stewart Castle - -|- ditto - -{|24Feb. - 7 |18Feb. ~ 7
Trinity - - -|-+ ditto - -|8Feb. ~ 36 | 1 Feb. - 18 - 18Roslin - ° -Jf- ditto - -|15 Mar. = - |21 Feb. - 3 3Pemberton Valley -|- ditto - -|6Jan - 65 |26Jan. - 28 - 37
Llanrumrnys - - - ditto . - 8Feb. - 43 16 Jan, > 33 - 10
Kildare - - -f- ditto - ~|8Feb. - 29 |2Feb. - 24. - 5

St. Thomas iTulloch. - - - { the Vale "y 1gJan. - go |igJan. - 42 - 48 24 16

Seven Plantations -| Clarendon -{a1Jan, = 568 | 31 Dec. 1834] 66 10 - 24 16
Gibbons Estate - ahaa - _+[15 Dec. 1833] 51 | 1 Dec - "9 21 - 24 a6
Mount Olive - = J "he Vale in 11 Dec. -| 61 |8Dec. - | 40 - 21 | 24| 16
Trout Hall! - «=| Clarendon - | 6 Jan. 1834 80 | 5 Jan. 1835| 55 25 24 16Mears - - -|- ditto - -|6Jan. - €o |sJan. - 24 26 24 16

Enclosure 2, in No. 88.

Cortes and Extracts of LETTERS from Special Justices.
Enclosure 3,Sir, Savanna-la-Mar, 17 March 1836. in No. 38.AGREEABLE to your circular of the 14th instant, I beg leave to state, the properties

whichI visit, 22 in number, appear to be doing extremely well, and the managers seem-generally satisfied ; there is only one property which decline working for wages, arising morefrom an idea of getting the overseer discharged than from any other bad feeling, with
whom I cannot say what cause they can havefor being discontented; others work cheer-fully, as Shrewsbury, Petersfield, Mesopotamia, Cornwall, Bath and George’s Plain. On
some estates they do not find it requisite to hire them in their own time, or [ am of opinionthat they would work as well as those now working. The disposition and conduct of thenegto is, I think, regulated much by the head people on the estates; as in instances where
it has been requisite to dismiss or punish those holding head situations, much alterationfor the better has followed. The complaints are certainly less frequent, as I have visited 21
properties during the week, on 14 of which there has been no complaints whatever, either
y master or apprentice.

: I have, &e.
(signed) 7. M. Oliver, Special Justice.

 

Sir, . Chapelton, 16 March 18365.
In answer to your circular of the 14th instant, No. 1,634, I have the honour td stateforthe information of his Excellency the Governor, the perfect submission and good conduct ofthe apprentices in the Upper District of Clarendon, including more than 50 estates, and anegro population of at least 10,000. The apprentices are working willingly for wages onevery property requiring their extra services, and I know them to be most anxious to hire

themselves on the estates where they are well used and regularly paid. I can also state, thatunder the new system these people have a proud shame in regard to punishment that never
before existed. "To the formality of trial, the written evidence upon oath, and the serious,fair and patient manner with which such matters are. conducted, may be attributed thisfavourable change. If complaints from managers have not been considerably diminished, it
may be fairly traced to a season of required exertion, termed “ crop-time ;” but I can withconfidence desire you to assure his Excellency that the hospitals are not so full as hereto-fore at the same season, and that the house of correction, though open to the whole parish
of Clarendon and such adjoining parishes as have not yet tread-mills erected, has at presentnot more than 10 inmates, whereas the average number previously to the ist of August
was, at the lowest calculation, 50. :

I have, &c.
(signed ) R. Standish Haly, Special Justice.

278.
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Sir, Amity Hall, 18 March 1835.

I nec leave to acknowledge yours of the 14th, relative to the state of my district. 1 feel

much pleasure in being able'to report, for his Lordship’: information, that the feelings

between master and apprentice in this parish are most satisfactory. I also beg leave to

state that a great proportion of the apprentices are disposed to work for wages. ‘Those that
are not working for wages have their usual allowances which they were in the habit of

receiving previous to the ist of August, and appear quite content with, and in some in-
stances have given up a proportion of their time to obtain the same. I have also to state

for his Lordship’s information, that complaints are becoming less frequent and a steadier
rate of work established in this parish, and the greater part of the apprentices appear con-
tented, and are working with more cheerfulness than they were some time back; which ena-

bles the managers to take off a greater proportion of sugar during the 18 hours than ever

they had done before for some years past, and | am firmly of opinion that the crop will be
taken off much sooner than could have been anticipated.

T have, &c.
(signed) James Nolan, Special Justice.

REPORT of the State of the Parish of Manchester.

Carrenter’s Mountain District.

Tuis district is chiefly in coffee, comprising also some pasturage lands and considerable

uantity of wood not hitherto brought into cultivation. ‘I'here is on many of the proper-

- ties a large proportion of invalids, who will never be fit for labour, and. most of whom, at

the expiration of the apprenticeship, will be only fit for inmates of a public hospital. The

majority of the apprentices are labouring very fairly where the property is well managed; »

much indeed depends on this; where there are clever superintendents, there are no com-

plaints. Where the master is ofa peevish disposition and averse to the system, not to be
satisfied by anything, the collision with the negroes is frequent. The former are always the

most troublesome, and, as in all other communities, generally incite to mischief. I find that

where the overseer is also the manager, there are fewer complaints; J might say hardly any.
Where an attorney interferes, the people seem not so well off. A very clever overseer,

who is also the manager, asserted “that his people did under the present system three

weeks’ work in a fortnight.” The great improvement that has taken place in the moral cha-
racter and habits of the negroes must be productive of much benefit. The clergyman in

this part of the parish has done much to ameliorate their moral conduct, and good results

must be anticipated where the ministers of religion are attentive to their parishioners. The

negroes are very attentive and eager for religious instruction; they are generally harmless

and inoffensive, and of that organization of temper which is not likely to lead to,any great

exertion, either mental or bodily.
Working in their own time, they expect 1s. 6d. sterling a day, a rate of wages much

too high for a planter to afford. There seems no indisposition to labour for such remune-

ration, but a negro can make so much out of his own time by raising provisions, corn and
small stock, that he has no inducement at present to devote it to the service of his master.

Any negro will acknowledge that he can make 2s. sterling a day by his negro grounds

for the whole week, if allowed to take the time to himself. This gives the produce of his

land and labour about 30 /. sterling per annum, a very handsome competency for a labour-

ing man, besides requiring little exertion or labour; and this | consider the best commenting
I can offer on the subject of free labour.
The complaints are chiefly frivolous ones, most of them as regards house servants, and

such as occur daily in European society.
In field labour they are principally against the women, for insolence to the constables and

setting their orders at defiance,
I see no inclination to passive resistance, nor any dissatisfaction on the part of the appren-

tices as to the new system of labour. .
In fact, I have every reason to believe they are inclined to view the administration of

justice under the Abolition Act very favourably, In so stating, I feel it my duty to offer my
umble approbation of the straighforward disinterested manner in which Mr. Colebrooke

has adjudicated all cases, and which seems to be equally appreciated both by the appren-

tices and the planter. There are, of course, some bad characters in so large a community,

whose absence from the country would be highly beneficial to its interests.
I have, &c.

(signed) Arthur Welch, Special Magistrate.

 

My Lord, Port Royal Mountains, 19 March 1835.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Circular No. 1,634, and in reply have

to report that my district is particularly orderly and quiet. The apprentices are working

willingly and effectively for wages, wherever offered, and I have not heard of a single in-
stance of a refusal to work for hire throughout the parish. A great many plantations are

getting off their crops without any extra labour, notwithstanding the diminution of the

hours of labour, as compared with the old system, I find the apprentices universally obe-

dient, industrious and cheerful, wherever a proper system of discipline, combined with libe-
rality
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rality and kindness, is acted upon. Ona few properties, where the managers continue to
irritate and harass the apprentices, and infringe on their rights, theyare,as might be ex~
pected, discontented and sullen. Complaints are much less frequent than before: those
against apprentices are chiefly for loss of time in turning out to work in the morning; afew
for deficiency of labour, and petty instances of impertinence, and trifling thefts. , Com-
plaints of apprentices agai.st their managers, are chiefly for wanton imprisonment in the
dungeon for trifling offences, and often no offence at all, sometimes without food: want
of proper attention in sickness; confinement in hospitals; keeping the gangs at_work
beyond legal hours; and various matters arising out of the rearing of children. If the
rights and privileges of each party were more distinctly specified,Iam persuaded there
would be very few complaints on either side,

I have, &c.
(signed) A. S. Palmer.

 

My Lord, St. Elizabeth, 24 March 1836.
In obedience to the eircular of the 14th, which by mistake did not reach me till Satur-

day, I beg to report, that in the part of this extensive parish where my duties are performed,
the behaviour of the negroes and the state of labour are most satisfactory. Your Excel-
lency is aware that my residence here is but recent; I have however been on all the prin-

cipal estates within my district, and on some more than once. From the greater number
not a single complaint has been made. Of the few cases of delinquencies among negroes
which have yet come, before me, scarcely one has been of a serious nature. ‘Iheir general
disposition 1s admitted to be good. lam assured that they not only give the time the
law requires, butBive a fair portion of work, and do it with a good degree of cheerfulness.
No instance has I believe occurred in this quarter of their refusing to work for wages: at
any rate they are doing it now, whenever required; and it is within my knowledge that
they are even soliciting to be so employed in their own time. Their free labour has more
than once been pointed out to me with expressions of approbation at the manner in
which it had been performed. It has happened to me several times to see them paid ; and
I observed with pleasure, that instead of any murmuring at the rate of wages, at first a
rather common cccurrence, they drew up for “ the cash,” as they emphatically term it, with
their very best looks and best manners. They are capital reckoners of what they have to
receive ; I would almost defy any one to cheat the most stupid among them out of the smallest
fraction that was their due. They are characteristically fond of money. Undera state of
things so encouraging, it is not a matter of surprise to find one and another of those among the
proprietors and managers who have candour enough, admitting that their apprehensions of
the mischievous consequences of the great change have not been realised ; that in fact they
begin to have a good opinion of things after all, and believe it will be still possible tolive at
peace, and make capital productive, even in Jamaica. Sucha strain of remark I have
repeatedly had the pleasure to hear, in the course of my calls upon some of the most in-
fluential persons of this beautiful and extensive parish. I have some reason for believing
that, as respects both the parish in which I spent the first months of my official labours, and
that to which your Excellency, in compliance with my request, has done me the favour to
remove me, the first year of the apprenticeship will afford more gratifying pecuniary results
than some of its predecessors, instead of being, as many had predicted it would be, altogether
ruinous. I am requested to furnish a brief report; but however concise, | feel it would be
imperfect did 1 not express my persuasion, that to the instructions and influence of the
rector of the parish, and one or two other exemplary clergymen, aided as they have been
in their general purpose by the quiet, persevering, self-denying zeal of the Moravian bre-
thren, must this most gratifying state of things among the negroes be in no small degree
attributed.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Daughtrey.

 

Sir, Port Antonio, 16 March 1836.
I nave the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your (circular) letter, dated the 14th

instant, requiring a concisereportof the state of this district; in reply to which I beg leave
most respectfully to state, for his Excellency the Governor’s information, that I trust my weekly
reports for the last four or five months will afford the very best evidenceof the satisfactory
operation of the new system in this district (and parish) of Portland, with only a very few
exceptions of properties, which had long previous to the 1st of August been under very ill
management. I have for several months had comparatively very little trouble.

I have also the satisfaction of being enabled to state that the apprentices on almost all
theprincipal estates in this district are working (seeming) cheerfully for hire; and I have
good cause to believe the whole would have done 60, were it not for a suspicion inherent in
the negro mind, that they would not be fairly dealt with by their masters. Thig suspicious
feeling is now however fast dying away ; and I do most sincerely and conscientiously believe

that, with oulya little management, the whole of the apprentices would work extra hours at
what may be deemed reasonable wages, viz. ad. currency per hour, or a spell say of six
hours for 13., and in that proportion fora longer time.

In conclusion | have only to state, as may be seen in my weekly reports, that (although
278. . I regularly
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I regularly visit them) on at least two-thirds of the roperties in this district I find
nothing to do in my judicial capacity, both masters and apprentices appearing satisfied
with each other.

Thave, &c.
(signed) Donald MacGregor, Special Justice.

 

Exrract of a LETTER from Mr. Oliver, Special Justice.

My Lord, Savanna-la-Mar, 17 March 1836.
I nave the honour to state, for your Lordship’s information, that the district | visit

appear to be going on very well, and, with one exception, working for hire where they have
been required to do so.

Extract of a LETTER from Mr. Thomas, Special Justice.

My Lord, Orange Hill, St. Mary’s, 18 March 1835.
In reply to your Lordship’s circular (No. 1,634) of 14th instant, I beg leave most respect-

fully to state, that as far as my remarks and inquiries have been made in this district, Iam
enabled to report favourably of the orderly temper and disposition of the apprentices; but
their unwillingness to work for wages is, I am constrained tosay, very general.

Sir, Old Harbour Market, 18 March 1835.
In reply to the Government circular of the 14th instant, I beg leave to say, that so far as

respects the general behaviour of apprentices, and the reciprocal feelings between them and’
their masters, I consider the state of my district to be highly satisfactory. Unfortunately,
however, the working for wages by no means proceeds to the extent that is called for the
wants of the country. Of 14 estates only five are working for wages, and these for nothing
beyond a short number of hours in the week. This unfortunate circumstance is caused b
no disinclination on the part of the negroes to engage themselves for wages, but they as
more than the managers will give. The apprentices now engaged in extra labour receive no
more than from 1d. to 14d. an hour: would the managers offer from 2d. to 3d., 1 have
no doubt that almost every individual negro in the district, male and female, could be
induced to work extra time.
On my expressing to several managers an earnest hope that they would find it right to

give the wages required by the negroes, their answer invariably has been, that the non-
payment of the compensation money renders it impossible, otherwise much advantage
would accrue to estates in labour from 2d. to 3d. an hour. Here then is the embarrassing
situation in which a great part of the Island is placed. The proprietors complain that
they are threatened with a heavy misfortune, in consequence of their not having yet
received any compensation for the part of their property that was taken from them on the
ist of August. It seems to be universally admitted that the great delay in the taking in of
the crop of this year, which will be occasioned by the circumstance of so large a proportion
of the negroes not working extra time, will keep cultivation so far back as to cause a calami-
tous falling off in next year’s crop.
But with regard to the present state of this district, I beg to repeat that it is perfectly

satisfactory. The inability to come to terms for extra labour produces no sort of ill feeling
between the masters and.apprentices; the latter are working the time required by law
cheerfully and industriously, and the number of complaints now is decidedly less than
towards the commencement of the apprenticeship, besides being upon the whole of a less
serious character.

I have, &c.
(signed) Alexander N. Macloud, Special Magistrate.

 

Exrract ofa LETTER from Dr. Palmer, Special Justice.

My Lord, Port Royal Mountains, 17 March 1835.
Tue district generally is remarkably quiet; the apprentices are working well. ‘The crops

are at least two-thirds over, and very little more difficulty has been experienced in,getting
them in than was formerly. At Lucky Valley the overseer tells me the gang, in cleaning a
piece of coffee, took the other day 906 hands only, to do what 896 hands did prior to the
ist of August, making only the difference of 12 hands under the new system.

Sir, Saxham-hill, Hanover, 17 March 1835.-
Ir affords me much pleasure to be able to inform his Excellency the Governor, through

you, that the general state of my district, containing 31 properties, with a population of
about 8,000 apprentices, is very satisfactory.
The majority of the apprentices on my arrival in the district seemed very reluctant to

work in their own timefor wages, and the few who did work exacted a very highpricefor
their
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their services. Affairs in this respect are now changed, for on some estates the apprentices
are working for 1d. and 13d. per hour; and it is my impression that before crop is overthis scale of remuneration for labour will be pretty generally accepted by them. In respectto their conduct, I must say that as far as my observation goes there is a changefor the better, and complaints against them by their employers are decidedly on thedecrease.

I have, &c.
(signed) = J. Odell, Special Justice.

entereieee

My Lord, . Aylmer’s, St. John’s, 18 March 1835.
In obedience to your Excellency’s commands of the 14th instant, requiring a concisereport of the present state of the parish of St. John’s, I have the satisfaction to inform yourLordship, that the apprentices throughout the district are tranquil and orderly, affording

their employers a fair proportion of labour. Complaints have atterly been fewer, andoffences of a less glaring description. Thefts, at first so frequent, are now of rarer occur-rence.
The habit of working for wages is on the increase. The Lloyd’s negroes have come round,others still hold out; where they refuse to do so it seems to arise from some deliberate re-

solve which they will not avoid, perhaps ill-will to their master or manager. On the estates
where hire is taken the paid labour is performed with alacrity, and volunteers often offer
themselves, who are manifestly disappointed should the overseer have no occasion for theirservices.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. D. Baynes.

 

My Lord, Eastern District, St. Andrew’s, 19 March 1835.In reply to your Excellency’s circular of the 14th instant, I beg to state, that on all thesugar estates In mydistrict the people are working for wages for their extra time. Thehigher allowance I hear of is 23d. per hour. They are working cheerfully, and I under-stand quite as well, if not better, than they did before the 1st ofAugust.On the coffee mountains they are without exception working well, when the overseersare persons of good feelings and unaffected by prejudice against the new laws: the obsta-cles are of their own creating, and seem to me to be less and less every day. Generally, Imust say, this population is as quiet, orderly and laborious, considering the climate, as anyI know in England; or there is less of poverty and violation of labour on the part of thelabouring population.
I must remark that very little trouble has been taken to give Christian instruction to thepeople. The constables are, as far as I know, without exception, unable to read in theirbibles.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. Bourne, Special Justice.

 

My Lord, Torrington Castle, 24 March 1835.Wiru reference to the circular, No. 1,634, which I received on the igth instant, I havethe honour to inform your Excellency, that [ repaired to the different estates named in myreport, which is forwarded this day to the King’s-house; and I am glad to add that thenegroes show every inclination to perform their labour with honest good will, and that theylikewise appear very glad to work for wages when applied to.
I have further to state for your Excellency’s information, that both planters and overseers,wherever I visited, reported the conduct of the negroes in a very favourable light ; and uponsome estates the negroes collectively told me that they had nothing to complain of, exceptthat their provision grounds were not inclosed by fences, and therefore they were tres-passed on,

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Reynolds, Special Magistrate, St. Elizabeth’s.

 

Sir, Kingston, 16 March 1835.
I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, No. 1,634, and beg leaveto state, that in my county, which T inspect monthly, the apprentices in general work re-markably well, and are in most cases, where the special magistrate acts judicious, willingto sell their time, particularly when the overseer is on the spot and pays them in silver; butso little faith have they in all that is done by their former masters, that if once put off, it18 with much difficulty they can be got to workagain. .

ith respect to complaints becoming less frequent, this is remarkably so, particularlyWhere the magistrates do their duty with strict impartiality, avoiding both extremes; nordo I ever think it necessary to give more than 25 stripes, provided those are given with
* proper lecture; the women appear to give the most trouble. .

278. Respecting
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Respecting the whole working of the system, I am confident that it far exceeds the ex-
pectations of the most sanguine.

I have, &c.
(signed ) Gilmore D. Gregg, C. Insp. and Special Justice.

 

REPORT by the Special Magistrate for the Parish of St. Thomas in the Vale,
16 March 1835.

In this parish there are 25 sugar estates, four pens, $4 extensive coffee plantations, five
estates where the apprentices are usually ewployed as jobbers, and a great number of small
properties yielding coffee, pimento and provisions; the apprentices exceed 11,000.

It is upon the sugar estates alone that any proper attempt has been made to induce the
apprentices to work for hire during their own hours. In the outset there was great delay
in proposing terms upon the part of the proprietors, who were perhaps individually appre-
hensive of offering too high wages, as there seemed to be no generally concerted measure :
on the other hand, the apprentices also were probably afraid of accepting too low wages.
Another ground of difficulty may have arisen from a desire upon the part of the apprentices of
several estates to reserve to themselves the half Fridays, or the alternate Fridays, as specified
by the Abolition Act; although in other respects they were willing to work 16 hours each
day during crop. But from whatever cause it may have originated, it is certain that the
agreements to work for hire were not generally proposed until crop was just commencing,
and in some instances even after crop had actually begun. ,
On many of the estates the apprentices have agreed to work extra hours, in considera-

tion of receiving the old allowances of salt provisions, clothing and other indulgences,
which materially exceed the allowances fixed by the last Slave Act. On other estates they
have agread to work for certain specified sums of money; and upon some estates they
receive both money and allowances of salt provisions, &c.

It is generally understood that those estates which are giving allowances of provisions,
instead of money, are paying higher prices for labour than those which are giving money.
The average rate of payment may be estimated at 2s. 1d. for five days each week.
On the pens and coffee plantations no general effort has been made to induce one

apprentice to work for hire during their own time. It is believed that upon some of the
plantations occasional offers have been made to the apprentices to work for a few weeks;

ut these have not always been accepted, either on account of the smallness of the sums
offered, or from the circumstance of its being proposed merely to repay the apprentices by
an allowance of days out of crop time.
Upon the whole, it is thought that, when adequate wages are offered, the apprentices

have no hesitation in agreeing to take them; and that next year, when an average rate of
money wages will be better understood, there will be little difficulty in getting the appren-
tices to work freely for hire.
With regard to the disposition of the apprentices to perform their work, there appears

to be an obvious and favourable improvement within the last two months. They are now
aware that they will be punished if they neglect their work; and consequently the num-
ber of complaints are gradually decreasing. In January last there were 161 cases decided
by the special magistrate; while in February the number amounted to 132; and on seve-
ral estates no complaints whatever were brought forward. Of course there will always be
offences committed by individuals; but it may be fairly stated that the apprentices in the
parish are well disposed, and in general perform as much work during the time they are
employed as they did formerly.

(signed) Walter Finlayson, Special Magistrate.

My Lord, : Stony Hill, 16 March 1835.
In reply to your Excellency’s circular, No. 1,634, I can safely say, the negroes in this

district are performing more work in a given time, say 40} hours weekly, than they ever
did. I cannot, however, say they do so freely, being convinced from their natural idle
disposition, were it not for a dread of collision half they do at present would not be per-
formed; this I am convinced by observing how extremely cautious they are of the infringe-
ment of one minute of their own time; and although on a few properties they will work
for wages, there is nevertheless a pretty general unwillingness to do so.

I have the satisfaction of informing your Lordship complaints are becoming less frequent.
have, &c.

(signed) Samuel Lloyd, Special Magistrate.

REPORT by the undersigned Special Justice for the Moneague and Pedros Districts of the
Parish of St. Ann’s, as to the general State of these Districts.

Moneague, 17 March 1835.
Tue Reporter has the satisfaction of stating that a gradual and decided improvement

has taken place in the character and conduct of the apprentices in the above district, within
these some months past. Their general behaviour is cheerful and contented, and they
now appear to understand and to enter with some degree of spirit into the new system.

: rom
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From the nature of the work to be performed in this quarter of the parish, few are required
to work for wages, but in cases when it may happen to be necessat y, the undersigned is not
aware that any indisposition to accept of them has been manifested. Complaints are becom-
ing less frequent, and are of a much less serious character than those preferred in the earlier
months of the apprenticeship. The same quantity of labour may not be performed in
some cases, within equal periods, as previous to the 1st of August, but there can be no
doubt that a considerable change for the better has recently taken place in this respect,
and a progressive improvement may confidently be anticipated.

Henry Laidlaw, Special Magistrate.

 

MyLord, Home Castle, 16 March 1835.
In answer to the letter of Mr. Secretary Nunis, of 14th instant, requesting a concise

report of the state of the district, I have the honour to report, that the apprentices have, on
the four different properties where it has been offered to them, freely worked forwages,
and seemed willing to accept them. The disposition of the apprentices is upon the whole
good. Complaints are becoming less frequent, andI trust that this district will in a ve
short time be perfectly quiet and well disposed. I should add, the prevailing complaint
on the part of overseers is an insufficiency of labour. \

I have, &c.
Stanley Rawlinson, Special Justice. —

 

A Brier REPORT of the State of Bluefields District, in the Parish of Westmorland.
, 17 March 1835.

In most instances the negroes appear to work freely for wages, particularly when it is
_carefully and explicitly pointed out to them that the Government will not countenance
idleness, and that their own future interests will be best promoted by their present industry.
In general I find this sort of reasoning produces a good effect; I feel it, however, to be my
duty to state here, that there are a tew persons in authority over the negroes, who dislike
and as much as possible oppose this mode ofreasoning, and fancy that chastisement alone
is the impetus by which a negro is to be made to work; and [I do not hesitate to say that
these persons obtain less work than any others, and that from the properties under the
management of such persons are to be found the greatest number of complaints. In gene-
ral the complaints on either side are rather dimimshing. The disposition of negroes, when
under proper management, appears to me in this part of the country improving much; the
wild and extravagant notion of freedom which they at first entertained appears to be fast
subsiding. The quantity of sugar now made in this district is generally admitted to be
equal to that made at the same period in former years. There are but few crimes charged
against negroes in this district, and those of trivial character.

R. Daly, Special Justice.

 

A REPORT of the present State of the District under the Charge of R. Cocking,
Special Justice. ; ;

THE apprentices on most estates are working for wages, but not so freely in point of
labour as they ought. I have only heard of one refusing to work for wages, and that estate
is making as much produce weekly without, as they expected to have done by paying
wages,
The estates generally are slow in taking off their crops; in consequence the cultivation

of the next year’s crop will suffer materially if some alteration does not take place in the
exertion of the apprentices to work better, which is evident on most estates; an improvement
has taken place, and it is to be hoped will increase.
Two estates in this district are in a very backward state, and the apprentices thereonseem determined to have their own way. .,

(signed) =R. Cocking, Special Justice.
 

Sir, St. Ann’s, 16 March 1835.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, No.

1,634 ; and in reply thereto, I have to state the great satisfaction I feel at the present state
of this district. The apprentices are now working better than they have done for a con-
siderable time past, and in a few instances they do so for hire, which they willingly take
when offered, but this is chiefly among the head people. On one estate, Blenheim, I
heard the people, who were on spell the previous day, come in the morning to the overseer,
and offered their services for hire. I have before given it as my opinion that it will take
Some time to get them all to work for wages; but the example once set, I have not a doubt
it will be followed.

They appear to be attending to their respective duties willingly, and with more cheerful-
ness than whenI first came here; of course L speak generally; andI have great pleasure
In stating that complaints are not now so frequent, and very few ofa Serious nature.

am, &c.
(signed) W. H. Sowley, Special Justice.
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Sir, Alexandria, 17 March 1895.
JAMAICA. In reply to your circular, No. 1,634, I have the honour to report that the district

under my charge is in very good order, that the negroes work freely for wages, and are
anxious to be employed to obtain such. Their dispositions appear to me to be very
uiet and good, with a few individual exceptions. The complaints are become much less

 

frequent.
I have, &e.

(signed) A. Dillon, Special Justice.

Your Excellency, Alexandria, 17 March 1835.
I nave the honour to report, that with much difficultyI yesterday removed here, and

that [ shall use every exertion that the present improving state of my health will admit of,
to meet your Excellency’s orders and wishes, and the duties I have to perform.

I feel gratified in stating to your Excellency, that the sugar estates in my district are
doing wonderfully well: Cave Valley estate is making 132 hogsheads per week, and Bal-
lentay estate 13. The largest quantity they ever made was 18 hogsheads in the week.

| had constant communication with the attornies and overseers during my illness, as
I felt so much interest and anxiety to prevent any falling off in my district. I have
to request your Excellency’s indulgence in my not forwarding a report for the last week, as
1 am unable to-day to make one. [ shall include all next week.

‘ have, &e.
(signed) A. Dillon, Special Justice.

 

Western District, St. Thomas in the Vale,
My Lord, 19 March 1835.

I nave the honour to inform your Lordship, in answer to the circular of the 14th instant,
that from the very short period [ have been doing the duty of special magistrate (6th
March), I cannot give the full information your Lordship requires. The negroes on the dif-
ferent sugar estates have freely entered into agreements for taking off the crops. { am
credibly informed that the negroes are gradually progressing towards working for wages;
but it requires much encouragement.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Thomas Baynes, Captain, Special Magistrate.

Derry Great House, Peartree Grove,
My Lord, 17 March 1835.

I uave the honour to inform your Excellency, in compliance with Mr. Secretary Nunis’
letter of the 14th instant, that I'conceive my district, Bagnell’s Vale, to be in pretty goed
order, under the existing difficulty in the want of education.
The negroes seem to work freely when kindly treated by the employer, and they seem

to wish to work in their own time for kind masters and proper wages.
1 am strongly of opinion that those amongst them who are enlightened, are Joyal and

affectionate towards the, British Crown.
I have, &c.

(signed) Henry Walsh, Special Justice, St. Mary’s.

 

My Lord Marquess, Falmouth, 16 March 1836.
1 wave the honour to state, for your Excellency’s information, and in compliance with

your Lordship’s instructions, that.I do consider the negroes will eventually work freely for
wages; and they are coming more habituated to receiving wages, consequently their de-
mands for high wages are not so great as at the onset of crop. Their disposition is
decidedly improved since the ist of August; but I cannot take on myself to say what effect
the conduct of the emigrants may have on them, should their acts not be in accordance
with justice and sound morality. Complaints are infinitely less than formerly; and if all
will assist, f have no doubt things will go well.

I have, &c.
(signed) Thomas Davies, Special Justice.

 

My Lord, Bellmont Mocho,.18 March 1835.
_{ wave the honour to inform your Excellency, that the apprentices in my district are

giving satisfaction to their managers, and working on many properties with cheerfulness.
The apprentices have not been asked to work generally in my district for wages, but

where wages has been offered them they have accepted the offer; and I am informed by
some of the managers, that they have no doubt but the apprentices would willingly work
for wages, should they require their services. Complaints are decidedly less frequent, and
of the few in my district, of less magnitude. The apprentices appear to understand the
duty they have to perform under the Abolition Act better than they did; and 1 have every
reason to believe tnat improvement will daily gain ground. 1 regret, my Lord, not being

able
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able to forward your Excellency the return of sugar, in consequence of some of the over-
seers having been absent whenI visited the estate: next week it shall be forwarded for
your Excellency’s information. T have, &c.

(signed) R. J. Langrishe.

 

REPORT of Lieutenant Thomas, Special Justice for North East District, St.Mary’s.
I BEG leave most respectfully to state to your Lordship, that having now visited every

estate and pen in my district, I am enabled to report more confidently and distinctly upon
the general temper and disposition of the apprentices throughout my beat, and which, [ am
happy in the opportunity of saying, are in general peaceable, quiet and cheerful. My put-
pose is, my Lord, to attend more particularly to those properties where a restless spirit
causes disinclination to work on part of the apprentices discover themselves,

 

(Mr. White’s late District.) Buff Bay, St. George’s,
My Lord, Jamaica, 24 March 1835.

A cixcutar which I had the honour of receiving from the King’s-house requires
information from me which I fearI shall be scarcely capable of giving. The short time
that has elapsed since my appointment to this district has prevented my acquiring an
accurate knowledge of those points to which the circular alludes; andI find that it is quite
impossible to rely on the judgment of others.

regret that iam not able to give a favourable account of the general conduct of the
apprentices in my district. During the last week, your Lordship will observe by my report
that there is an appearance of combination against those under whose management they
are placed, which has required on my part an exercise of severity which, however painful
to myself, I consider absolutely necessary. In giving this account of the present state of
my district, I wish your Lordship to understand, that it is strictly its present state; that
during the first 10 days of my residence here, the cases brought before me were of a trifling
nature; and that it is my opinion that the apprentices are now taking the opportunity of
my recent appointment to discover whether I do or do not strictly enforce the laws.
Ihave acted on this opinion, and feel convinced that this point once decided, everything
will go on as well as could be desired. The apprentices in some cases work willingly for
a remuneration in money for extra labour; in other cases they prefer a payment in those
allowances which they received before the ist of August last, such as salt fish, cooks, &c.
On other properties, again, they positively refuse, on any account whatever, to work for
a longer period than that which the law requires.

I need not say that I have always endeavoured to point out to them the advantage of
industry at the present time, and the benefits that will accrue to them hereafter by a ready
acquiescence in the views of the proprietors of estates. In conclusion, I can only repeat to
your Lordship my conviction, that though this district may have been less orderly during
the last fortnight than it has previously been, I am quite satisfied that a very short time will
suffice for allaying the excitement which at present exists.

T have, &e.
(signed) W. Hewitt, Special Justice.

 

My Lord, Morant Bay, 18 March 1835.
In obedience to your directions, I have the honour to acquaint you, that the apprentices

in this district all appear to work freely for wages; and where proposed to them to work
extra time, they are always most willing to accept the offer. During the short time I have
been here, | have. no hesitation in saying that complaints are becoming less frequent
every week. I am fully confident, if there were proper persons over them that would con-
ciliate with their different occupations, the work on all the estates would be carried on in
the most tranquil manner. T have, &c.

(signed) John Eveleigh, Special Justice.

 

St. David’s Parish, 16 March 1835.
I consrpeR my district, the parish of St. David, to be in a state of great tranquillity,

The coffee crop here, which is of considerable extent, is nearly saved: it has been got in
with much satisfaction; the quantity picked per day by each person employed, when the
coffee was fully ripe, being equal to that ever required. The apprentices, when called on,
have freely worked in their own time for the wages offered, 10d. per bushel. In the manu-
facture of sugar, nearly as much has been made in this year as in last, in the same number
of weeks, there being only 8 } hogsheads deficient. The week this year comprise but five
days; last year they contained six, of 24 hours. Only two estates here oxt of 10 work by
night. The persons engaged by night receive 2s. 6d. currency per week, and the usual
allowances. The apprentices, besides extra labour per day, give one day per month of
their own time. On the other estates, with the exception of one, the apprentices work, say
seven hours per day, beyond the legal time, and give up one day per month, for no other
consideration than the usual allowances. On Windser Forest they reccive 2d. per hour
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for extra time, seven hours per day: the work on this estate is carried on with much
more satisfaction than usual. The quality of sugar made this- year is superior to that of
last year’s make; sugar made at night not being as well manufactured as that made by
day. From what | have stated, [ am of opinion that the negroes, when kindly treated, will
freely work for wages in the time they can spare for the cultivation of their grounds. Now
that the apprentices understand the extent of the freedom conceded to them, they are more
contented and less disposed -to complain than they were immediately after the 1st of
August. The managers too, I consider, are adapting themselves to the change which has
taken place, and are less inclined, in general, to prefer complaints than heretofore.

(signed) § Patrick Dunne.

 

Srzecrat Justice’s REPORT of the District of Manchioneal, St. Thomas in the East,
Jamaica.

My Lord Marquess, 17 March 1835.
I wave the honour to lay before your Excellency the following, as the result ofmy short

experience in this district as a special justice.
have, in the first instance, to state that every assistance and facility has been afforded

me, on all occasions, by both the local magistrates and the managers of properties. I am
decidedly of opinion the apprentices do not appreciate the great boon that has been granted
them,and that they are quite destitute of gratitude, coercive measures alone causing the
system to work at all.
The conduct of the women retards greatly the well-doing of estates, being extremely tur-

bulent, obstinate and insolent. The watchmen are another class in this district who behave
bad, being extremely indolent, and frequently found guilty of breach of trust, as well as
absence from their watch. There will'require some imperative act of the Legislature to
secure the bringing up of the children under six years to habits of industry, as well as
morality of conduct, as the parents decidedly refuse all assistance from their masters, and
will not listen to any terms of apprenticeship, but seem to wish to bring up their children
as slaves to themselves. There is evinced in this district a great reluctance to work for
wages, or to give up any of their own time; and where money has been paid, no commen-
surate profit has arisen to the proprietor. One principal cause for their not giving their
time, is the vicinity to their houses and productiveness of their provision grounds. The
estates, without exception, are very far back in their cultivation, both for this year’s crop
as well the next, owing to the apprentices doing less work, in any given number of hours,
than prior to the 1st of August, particularly the women. Latterly there have been fewer
complaints as to general work, but more of individual character, viz. stealing, watching, and
wilful destruction of property. The apprentices in this district attend generally very regu-
larly on Sundays to divine service, and their conduct is very decorous. The district is
free from any unlawful turbulence or riot.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Kennet Dawson, Special Justice.

 

My Lord, Dover, St. George’s, 17 March 1835.
In compliance with the circular letter of 14th instant, No. 1,634, I beg leave to report

that, as well as a residence of about two months will enable me to form an opinion, the state
of the district under my charge is rather unsatisfactory, as regards the general conduct
and dispositions of the apprentices.
They do not work freely for wages; those employed in the field, in almost every

instance, refuse at all times. Whenever they do consent to work in their own time, they
require such extravagant hire, and even when their demands are acceded to, perform so
small a portion of work, that no estate could profitably employ them. A few of the most
intelligent, such as porter-men and still-house-men, receive wages, and earn from one to
two dollars weekly; but the great body of apprentices seem disposed to refuse all wages,
and to waste in idleness the greater part of the time at their own disposal, instead of cul-
tivating their provision grounds; the consequence of which is, that throughout the whole
of my district, the negroes are in want of food, and many are living entirely on what they
can steal from the more industrious. I do not perceive any sensible increase or diminution
in the number of complaints; but 1 hope, as soon as the misunderstanding and excitement
which at present exists has subsided, they will become less numerous.

I have, &e.
(signed)  E. E. Fishbourne, Special Justice.

 

Sir, , Palmetto River, 18 March 1835.
THE apprentices in the district under my charge, | have much pleasure in being able con-

fidently to assert, are at this moment in as contented a state and as industriously engaged
as any peasantry in the most favoured portion of the globe. ‘Yo this state they have been
rapidiy progressing since Christmas; and I have the satisfaction of knowing that on those
properties that have above 200 apprentices they are not only manufacturing sugar with the
same facility and in the same proportion as formerly, but they are also performing the same
quantity of agricultural labour they had used to do when working so many more hous.

This
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This fact. I have been particularly anxious to ascertain, and know from observation andinquiry that I am right in my assertion. A singular fact connected with the manufacture
of sugar this year is, that on all the properties I have had an opportunity of visiting not asingle bad hogshead has been made, and the general quality is much superior to that lastyear: that this improvement is not accounted for by the supposition that the bad was in
former years the productof night labour, is shown by the circumstance that on many estatesnight labour is still continued, and there the sugar is good also. The habit of working forwages might be made general, were such a course the desire of attorneys and managers
invariably, but such I am sorry to say is not the case.

I have always found the negroes readily agree to an equitable rate of wages, and aftertrial evince an earnest anxiety to do as much extra work as they might be allowed. In
two or three properties where no money is paid because no extra hours are required, theapprentices have complained of it to me as a hardship, and referred to the superior situationof those on other estates where money has been paid. From the desire which the acquisi-
tion of money creates, and their general readiness to work on their own days when required,
there appears to me no difficulty, if attempted, of at present doing the whole labour of anestate by task or at a money rate of hire, and consequently no cause of fear for the future.
There is a great decrease of crime and petty offences on all properties in this district; thegaol of this large precinct contains but two apprentices, and the number in the house ofcorrection is exceeding few, and of those not one committed by myself,

I have very few complaints from managers, and still fewer from apprentices. I haveendeavoured to impress them with conviction of the necessity of obedience and industry, asa means of ensuring their own happiness and respectability; and from the present quietnessand industry around me, I have reason to believe with some effect, The comparison of my
diaries of the months of September and October, with those of the last two months, willshow an improvement most rapid and astonishing. Would attorneys pay more attention tathe capacity and conduct of those whom they select to superintend apprentices, alldifficulty
and doubt as to the ultimate success of this benevolent experiment would instantly vanish,and both proprietors and managers acknowledge that the change has been productive of asmuch mental ease to them as of bodily relaxation to the serf,

I have, &c.
(signed) Edmund B. Lyon, Special Justice.

 

My Lord, Retreat, 17 March 1835.I BEG to inform your Lordship, that since 1 came to this district, which is only threemonths, I see a great change for the better, and crimes of a serious nature hardly now takeplace; in fact the only complaints made to me by the overseers (now) is, that of the negroesturning out late in the morning, and after middle-shell blows; and to show how much theyare beginning to value money, [ sometimes (of a Saturday) have thera with me from 10 to12 miles off, to complain of their working for perhaps half an hour longer than usual, andnot getting pay. As to their working freely (for pay), it would in my opinion be very odd ifthey did, when we consider that a negro of what is termed the great gang gets from hisemployer 1s. 8d. currency for his Saturday, which time had he here at his ground, andworking as some of them do, he would plant as much provision as he could sell in the mar-ket (next year,.or rather towards the end of this) for six times 1s. 8 d., and this is whatmakes them not value money given by their employer. It is well known that a negro in16 days will plant as much provisions as will do for himself and family for a year. As tothe disposition of the people it is downright sulky, and perverse to a very great degree.Ihave invariably treated them kindly and spoken in the same manner, but most of themcannot appreciate kindness; and some estates that I have been most lenient to, are now theworst. Any wages they agree to work for they always take, which is in most places 10d.a night to those about the works, for six hours of extra labour. Some places which havethree and four spells, generally cut as much canes on Friday as keeps the mill about onSaturday ; as when there are four spells, each only comes on every fourth Saturday, andhave three to attend their grounds.
Ihave, &c.

(signed) § Henry Blake, Special Justice.
 

Sir, Wear Mandeville, 17 March 1835.In reply to your circular of the 14th instant, I beg to say that generally speaking thenegroes are very peaceable in this district. Persons who have long had arbitrary power intheir own hands are often more querulous than they need be, and thus keep the magistratepretty constantly employed. This, however, will gradually subside; indeed it is wearingaway. At the same time I do think, after a good deal of patient inquiry, that the negroesin general are doing as little work as they can, while they can evade the law. The coffeecrop has been so short this year that little opportunity has offered for their being hired.y Impression is, they do not seek employment for hire in their own time, and that whenofiered they seldom accept it.
T have, &e.

(signed) Samuel H. Stewart, Special Magistrate.
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REPORT of Hanover Middle District.

On’most of the estates in this district the apprentices are working for wages; but in
some instances they are not working regularly, that is to say, they will refuse to work one

week, and will work again the next. In most places they are working cheerfully, and com-

plaints are becoming less numerous. On all estates their whole time hitherto has been

occupied in taking off the present crops, in consequence of which the field work has been
entirely neglected. Some few have commenced clearing their pastures and young canes,
and putting in young plants; of these a few employ jobbers. Others are stopping the

mill, and have all hands in the field. I have nevert cless heard several express a favour-
able opinion with regard to the next year’s crops.

(signed) John R. Hulme, Special Justice.

 

Sir, Houghton Grove, 24 March 1835.

AcRrEABLY to Circular 1,634, March 14th, I have the honour to forward for his Excel-

lency’s information a comparative statement as to the crops of the sugar estates in this dis-

trict, between the years 1834 and 1835, up to the 2oth instant.

With reference to Circular 1,634, | am sorry to observe, that the apprentices are not work-
ing by any means well, neither do they when at work perform the labour which they ought

todo. On some estates they are working for wages, and I have not heard of many com-

plaints of their having refused the wages due to them, although a few cases of that nature
have occurred. On other estates the apprentices are working by spells according to law,

but they are not generally disposed to labour cheerfully and willingly. ‘The complaints of

managers against their apprentices are by no meaus on the decline.

 

To W. G. Nunis, esq., I have, &c.

Secretary. (signed) Simeon Farrar, Special Magistrate.

My Lord, Knock Patrick, Manchester, 25 March 1835.
I HAVE much satisfaction in reporting to your Excellency the state of my district; that

the apprentices are considerably improved both in their moral conduct as well as in labour,
and that complaints are few to what they have been. With regard to working for wages,
they are generally disposed to do so, at the rate of 1%. 8d. per day when offered, but few
properties can afford so high a rate of wages.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Thomus Colebrooke, Special Magistrate.

 

Sir, Spanish Town, St. Catherine, 25 March 1835.
Ix reply to your letter of the 14th instant, No. 1,634, Ihave the satisfaction to acquaint

you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that the greatest tranquillity pre-
vails amongst the apprentices of this parish, and that no complaints were made to me by the
overseers or apprentices on any of the sugar estatesI lately visited.
The apprentices are working willingly fur wages, considering a custom has long pre-

vailed in this parish of permitting them during their own time to cut wood and grass for
their own benefit, which meets with ready sale, and by which some of them are enabled to
earn more than by disposing of their time to their masters.

| have also to report to his Lordship, that during my term of official duty through the
Island, I had frequent opportunities of becoming acquainted with the disposition of the
negro population under the new system, and can assure his Excellency that (with very few
exceptions, certainly not more than would occur in any other community under circum-
stances of so great a change) the apprentices generally are tranquil, performing their work
with cheerfulness, and are beginning in the interior to understand the advantages the
derive from hiring themselves to their masters; and, as far as I am able to judge, I thin
a mutual feeling of good will is beginning to prevail between the parties in their relative
situations.

Thave, &c.
; (signed) William Ramsay,

To W. G. Nunis, esq. Special Justice and Inspector-General of Police.

My Lord, Masemure, 17 March 1835.
I nave now the honour of reporting to your Excellency the state of my district. The

negroes are conducting themselves in a very peaceable manner; the two spells of eight
hours each, as recommended by your Excellency, has been generally adopted in this quar-
ter; and although but few estates are working the 24 hours, I am of opinion the same pro-
portion of work is now performed by the negroes as heretofore. On some properties they
work freely for wages; others again do not seem disposed go todo,but I find the head people,

such
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guch as cartmen and those occupied in the immediate: manufacture of the produce, areanxious to have the opportunity of working for money. I consider the negroes aredailybecoming more satisfied and familiar with the law, which in my opinion is the principalcause of the diminution of complaint. 1 have, &c.

(signed) E. D. Philp,
Special Justice, Leeward District, Westmorland.
 

My Lord, - Bruemar, Pear-tree Grove, P. O.I nave the honour to reply to your circular, No. 1,634, to acquaint your Excellencysince the receipt ofthat circularI have made an entire tour of my district; and I find sincemy last tour, from the information received from the proprietors and respectable overseers,that the apprentices on most of the estates are conducting themselves much better: on‘several ofthe estates they are working for wages willingly, but I regret to say on many theywill not at present. I attribute this in a great measure to the non-attendance of anspecial magistrate, as reported to me by the proprietors and overseers, since the 1st ofAugust; therefore the apprentices were ignorant of the law, which I have endeavouredtoexplain to them assembled together, and hope by my next report, by the example I havemade, to acquaint your Excellency that everything is working well; and in justice to theproprietors and respectable overseers, I must say I have received the greatest assistance toenable me to perform the duties I have done. Although I was requested by two or threeproprietors not to attempt visiting their estates without a body of the police, but I did sosingle-handed, and was surrounded in the middle of them and did my duty, which I hopewill meet your Excellency’s approbation. [ have, &c.
(signed) James Jackson, SpecialMagistrate.
 

‘My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, i7 March 1835.I HAVE the honour to forward my report of the state of my district. I have 16 sugarestates to visit; the mills are kept about for different periods, 12, 16 and 18 hours, as itsuits the convenience of the estate. Iam not aware of any difficulty whatever in taking offthe crops. Some managers pay wages for spell-work, some give time in return, and somegive rum, sugar and salt provisions; some managers employ the apprentices 45 hours incroptimeand out of crop time; the labourers giving up 4 hours weekly for an allowanceof salt fish.
There is the best disposition on the part of the apprentices to work for wages, through-out this district; they not only take them when offered, but prefer them to any otherarrangement. There is anOpposition in some cases to give wages; where they have beentendered, the apprentices readily sell their own time. I have the assurance of many mana-gers for this good disposition in the apprentices. Where the new system is feirly tried,and faith kept with the apprentices, the maneger has no trouble beyond those. deliaquencieswhich occur in all countries.
The apprentices appear to consider the new system as a great blessing, and are eager tohave every advantage the law has given them. There is one great difficulty in carryingthe new system into effect, as regards the hours of fabour; there is no uniform hour of restappointed for the field people. | Many of them conceive they are cheated out of their time;the want of clocks and watches is much felt: in a few instances watches have been given tothe constables attending in the field. Ido not consider that the irritation against the“invasion of their rights,” aa the proprietors and managers term the new system, has yetsubsided; they find great difficulty in looking upon their late slaves as their equals in thecourts of law and justice. With respect to the frequency ofcomplaints, I consider they willnot be disposed to commit offences when they are more acquainted with the laws. ‘Suchwes been my experience on those estates where I have taken the most trouble to explainto the apprentices the obligations of the law on both patties, master and servant. Com-plaints are no longer made from those properties. Ia conclusion,I do consider, as far as mydistrict is concerned, that it is a fair example of the good working of the new system underthe Abolition Law; and that it requires nothing more than fair play on the part of themanagers to bring the apprentices to a state fitted for perfect and absolute freedom whenthe term of service expires. Iam not aware that any steps have been taken by proprie-tors or managers in my district to establish schools or instruct in any way their appren-.tices, or to encourage marriage among their servants. . I have, &e. . .

(signed) William Marlton, Special Justice.

 

My Lord, Trelawny Interior District, 17 March 1835.
In conformity with your Excellency’s instructions, I havegreatpleasure in reporting to

your Lordship that the apprentices in this district are in a tranquil and orderly state; all
the mills are about, and since the rains have ceased the weekly returns of produce, which
are uniformly good, have considerably increased, and the crop is progressing rapidly, andi as satisfactory a manner generally as can be reasonably expected.
The apprentices are cheerfully working extra time (on the weak-handed estates) for

money hire, even at night, and wouldgladly do so generally, if required ; but on some pro-
perties they are wishful to appropriate the Saturday to their grounds and tof° to market,
as they now generally observe the Sabbath, and do not appropriate that day to t cultivation
278. oO
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of their grounds as heretofore. It also affords me pleasure to report to your Excellency that
the apprentices in this district are well clad, well fed and well housed 3 and that the com-
plaints on the side of the apprentices, as also of the planters, have of late become less fre-
quent and of less importance. I have, &c.

(signed) = S. Pryce, Special Justice.

 

REPORT of the District of W. A. Bell, Esq., Special Justice for the Parish of
St. Elizabeth.

Elim Great House, St. Elizabeth’s, 17 March 1835.
THe apprentices are generally working well, and are more good tempered than at the

commencement of apprenticeship. There are few complaints for anything but thieving
of one another and their masters. They will sometimes work cheerfully for wages, at
other times they will say that the wages are not enough; in fact, they do what others
in their situation would do. They are independent of their owners or employers, by not being
circumscribed in their grounds, and not having a rent to pay for them; nothing but the
same want that is felt in other countries will give constant labour. I believe that they are
perfectly quiet, and will only act as circumstances oblige them, like other labouring

classes. ucation would improve them, but they do not value what they themselves do
not pay for. (signed) W, A. Bell, Special Justice.

My Lord, Rio Bueno, 17 March 1835.
I sE@ leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of the 14th instant,

No. 1,634. In reply to your Excellency’s order for me to report the state of my district,
I beg leave to inform your Excellency that this district is at present quiet, the apprentices
are working for wages freely, and that they are willing to receive hire when offered, and
from appearances I have every reason to think their dispositions are improving; they now
appear more willing to work than at the commencement of crop, and that complaints ofany
serious nature are Becoming less frequent. The greater part of the estates in this district
are making a fair proportion of sugar, and of very superior quality:

have, &e.
(signed) C. Hawkins, Special Justice.

 

My Lord, Amity Hall, 18 March 1835.
I nave the honour to enclose my weekly report for your Lordship’s inspection. [am

most happy to state to your Lordship that the crops are progressing fast in this parish,
and taking off more sugar in proportion to the hours they work than they have done for
some time previous to this great change. Iam unable, my Lord, to send by this post a
return of the sugar made in this parish, in consequence of some of the managers being from
home, and the book-keepers would not give a statement until their return; howeverI trust to
have it complete by next post. _ Thave, &e.

. (signed) § James Nolan.
 

My Lord, Spanish Town, 18 March 1835.
I nave the honour to state, for the information of your Excellency, that the district

under my charge is perfectly peaceable, and the apprenctices working much better than
they did at the commencement of their apprenticeship; they work freely for wages, but in
consequence of their having a regular gale for grass and wood in Kingston and Spanish
Town, demand a higher rate of wages than the apprentices in the interior are working for.
Complaints are diminishing daily, ut regret to state that the house of correction has not
a tread-mill or solitary cells, which Iam convinced is the reason of so many complaints
against the servants in this town. ; I have, &c. —

(signed) § James Clinch, Special Justice.
 

My Lord, Montego Bay, 17 March 1835.
I nave the honour to inform your Lordship that the apprentices in this district work

cheerfully for wages; 1 am not aware that they ever refused fair and reasonable hire. On
those estates in this district where the apprentices are fairly paid for extra labour, there is
perfect harmony and content, I have also the satisfaction of acquainting your Lordship
that on those estates where no wages are given, the apprentices work the time prescribed by
law uncommonly well, and do as much in the given time as they did formerly. Com-
plaints are now considerably diminished. I have, &c.

(signed) William Norcott, Special Justice.

 

—No. 39. --

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Highgate, Jamaica, 27 April 1835.
I nave the honour to announce to you the arrival here yesterday, per the

Flamer steamer, of the two mails which were dispatched on the 8d and 17th
March by the Briseis and Swallow packets, which arrived at Barbadoes on the

lst,
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@ist, in 47 and 34 days respectively. Iam happy in being enabled to state JAMAICA.
that the Island still continues in the best possible state, and that my magis- —
terial and other reports announce a great diminution of offence of every kind,
except theft; but I am sorry to say that this crime reaches to a great extent
now. I have the honour to enclose you herewitha list of the numbers of pro-
perties, out of those visited last week by the special justices, where no com-
plaints of any kind were tendered. I consider this a most favourable circum-stance. I have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

Enclosure in No. 39.
A LIST of Properties visited bythe Special Justices of Jamaica on the Week ending the Enclosure in2ist April, where no Complaints whatever were brought against any Apprentice. No. 39.

& | Davies - +| Trelawny. © | Ramsay,(absent on| St. Catherine's,10 |Hawkins -~ - ditto. duty.)
o |Pryce- + -{ ditto. 11 | Laidlaw - ~-] St. Anne's,
10 |Cocking - - | St. James. 24 | A. Dillon - - ditto.o | Farrer- - - ditto. 1 | Sowley - - ditto.4 | Cooper - oe ditto, 7 | Rawlinson - = - ditto.o | Finlayson - (ill) | ditto. 15 | Marlton - ~-| St.Mary’s.21 | Hulme -  -1| Hanover. 26 |H. Welsh - - ditto.8 | Odell - - -~ ditto. 3 | Jackson - ~~ ditto.16 | Philps - +| Westmorland. | 12 | Thomas - ~-| ditto.3 |Oliver- - -{ ditto. 11 | Lloyd - - +] St. Andrew's.14 |Edwards - - ditto. 5 | Bourne - - ditto.o | Daughty - -| St. Elizabeth. 8 | Hewitt - ~-| St. George's,5 | Bell - - - ditto. © |Gillam,(new begin-| - - ditto.8 | Reynolds - - ditto. ner.)
11 | Gurley - ditto. 7 | Fishbourne - = - ditto.6 | Colebrooke -  -| Manchester. 7 |M‘Gregor - ~-{| Portland.8 |A.Walsh - - ditto. 20 |Dawson - ~-/| Westmorland3 | Alley - -  - ditto. 7 |Blake- - = - ditto.o | Haley, (absent on| -- Clarendon. 8 | Baines -  - ditto.leave.) 5 | Eveleigh - -] ditto.10 | Langrishe - - ditto. 14 }Lyons- - = - ditto.4 | Theobald Dillon - ditto. 11 |Dunne - | St. David’s,19 |Nolan- - -j] Vere - = - 6 | Palmer - =| Port Royal.14 |Macleod - ~| St. Dorothy’s.} 8 | Pennel, (omitted|- - Trelawny.11 {| E. D. Baynes -| St. John’s” - above.)
9 | Thomas Baynes -|--St.Thomas| 24 |Kent - - -| Port Royal,

in the Vale. Conner, ) Kingston; do not3 |Watkin Jones - ditto. Norcott,f visit properties.
10 | Clinch - - | St. Catherine’s.

Total number of Properties visited where no complaints have been preferred, 452.
ba

—No.40.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Sligo to the Earl ofAberdeen,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 27 April 1835.

EveryTHING appears now to be going on perfectly well. The apprentices No. 40.are also contented. The managers are relaxing down from their vexatiousand teasing attacks upon the comforts of the negroes; finding from experiencethat they have not now the same sort ofpeople to deal with that they had before.

—No. 41. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquess ofSligo to the Earl ofAberdeen,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 28 April 1835.

SINCE my writing to you my letter yesterday on the state of the Island, I ‘No. 41.have selected some extracts from the last week’s letters relative to this Island,which are very satisfactory for the little way they go. I also send two furthersheets of Sugar Returns, which I have just had copied, and complete allIhavebeen able to collect.
278.
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Enclosure 1, in No. 41.

Continuation of RETURN of Suaar, &c.; transmitted in the Marquess of Slige’s Despatch, dated King’s House,
St. Jago de la Vega, Jamaica, 27 March 1835.

 

 

    

 

   

 

   

ESTATES PARISHES Commenced Sugar Commenced Sugar In- De- Hoare Hours
le 4 ° lor made or made abour abour i

1834, 1834, 1835, 1835. | SSPse-| crease. | 4934.| 1835 Qvality

Hhds. Hhds. | Hhds. | Hhds.

Bushy Park - -j| St. Dorothy - {14 Dec.1838] 115 [15 Dec.1834] 114 - 1 24 16

Berwick - - - {* Thomas in} 8 Jan. 18341 62 8 Dec. ~ | 64 | 2 - 24 16
the Vale. oo .

- New Hall - -|- ditto -| 4 Dec. 1833] 49 8 Dec. — 49 : 24 16
Shinton - - ef. ditto - | 1g Jan. 1834] 334] 1 Jan.1835| 40 63) - 24 16
Ellis Caymanes - | St.Catherine ~- | 15 Dec. 1833) 25- [18 Dec. 1834] 18 - 7 24 16
Albion - =  -~| St. Mary’s -1 3 Feb. 1834] 46 g Feb. 1835] 12 - 34 24 16
Fort Stewart - -| St. George’s -|- 1834 ~-|] 12
Lewisburgh - -| St. Mary’s - |35 days 1834] 47 |nowin 35 days ~- - - - 34
Dorrington Castle -]- ditto -|6gdays — | 103 | now in 73 days.
White Hall -  -f+ — ditto -{28days — 34 |nowinitdays -| - - - 13
Fair Prospect - -|- ditto -| 1Jan - 6 1 Jan, 1835 ” 1
Kellitt’s - - +| Clarendon -| 2Dec. 1833/1298 [29 Dec. 1834] 77 - 41
Windsor Castle -|- — ditto -{ 1Jan, 1834] 20 | a Jan, 1835] 12 - 8 a1 days. 3

26 days 1834.Woodhall  - == | St. Dorothy - {13 Jan. - | g3 |soJan. - | 95 | 2 | - Hoo deerect!
Hector’s River - = St. Thomas my 1Jan. - 50 iJan ~ 44 - 6

e East, 23 days 1834.
Providence - =j- ditto -{| iJan - 26 aJan. — 14 - 12 if dave 18s .

Friendship - +] Trelawney -|27Jan. - | 35 |26Jan. - 18 - 17 7 cays 1935:
Chester - - -|- ditto -|24 Jan - 26 2 Feb. — 14 - 12
Reserve = - «f+ ditto - 124 Feb. - 3 |16 Feb. - 8 5 -
Holland. - - fe ditto -| 2Jan. - 40 1Jan = 36 - 4
Tilston = - - -|- ditto -jJioFeb. ~ 26 | 23 Jan. - 16 - 10

Petersfield = - =[fHPiomet HM a Jan. — | go | rJan. - | gr { 2| - | a4| 326
Spring - - oo ditto -~| 1Jan - 33 1 Jan. - a1z} + 12 24 16%|*5 days,
Spring Garden - -[- ditto =| 1Jan. ~ 59 1 Jan. - 36 - 23 34 16* |*5 days
Grand Vale - Westmorland - [13 Jan. «= 45 |13Jan ~ 30 - 15

Springéeld - —- {StThomas inl 14 Dec. 1833] 57 | aJan. -| 68 | 11 | - | 24| 16
Spring Garden = -|- ditto ~ | 15 Jan. 1834] 83 7 Jan = 93 10 - 24 16 ali

George’s Plain - -| Westmorland - {20 Jan. —- 45 | 8Jan. - 72 - 3 14 8 { dood‘7

Black Ness - *]- — ditto -| 6Jan — 66 | 6 Jan. 44 - 22 14 | 8 itto.
Blackheath - +] ditto - | 12 Dec. 1833} 84 | 8 Dec. 1894 82 - s | 14 8 | ditto.
Bath, § days - «| - ditto -| § Jan, 1834) 1094) 16 Dec. - 70 . 3931 24 18 | superior
Dean’s Valley Water -| - = ditto =f11 Jan, = 3g84)15 Dec. - | 51 13 - 24 8 | good.
Carrawona - ele ditto -|. 6Jan, - 82 2 Dec, - 884 6ki - 24 16. | good.
Mesopotamia, § days-|- ditto -| 7 Dec.1833| 100 |24Nov. ~ | 135| 35 - 24 | 16 | good.
Three Mile River -|- ditto -|16Dec. — | 47 | 8Dec - | 37 | - | 10 | 16 | 14 4} good.
Cornwall - «=» -j- ditto -| 6 Jan. 1834] 78 | 30 Dec. — 884) 10a] - 18 16 | good.
Amity - - -|- ditto -{ 1 Jan: - 40 | 14 dan. 1835] 20 - 20 16 8 | good.
Parnassus - * «| Clarendon -figJan — | 67 |19 Jan. ~ | 99 32 - a4 18
Sutton’s Pastures -| Westmorland -| § Feb. — | 32 [12 Jan. ~ | .48 | 16 - 24} 18
Old Plantation - -]- ~~ ditto -/16 Jan. — 7h 8 Jan. - 75 4 - a4 18
Sutton’s = - <-|- ditto -|20Jan. — | 43 [19Jan. - | 40 - 3] 24 | 18
Treadway’s - - { hho Valen my 11 Jan. ~~ 77 +|20 Dec. 1834] 70 - y 24 18

Caymanas - -{ St. Catherine «118 Jan. - 55 g Jan. 1835} 52 - 3 24 18
Retirement, 5:days s}- ditto -|20Jan, — 39%4]19 Jan. - 383}; - 1 24
Albany - - | Westmorland - [17 Jan, — 78 (15 Jan. = 44 - 34 24 16
Canaan + + -j- § ditto -| 1Dec.1833} 8g {10 Dec. 1833) 63 - 26 24 j° 36
Delue = - -+[- ditto  -110Nov. - | g¢ [24Nov. = | 68 - 26 | 24 | 16
Fontabelle - fe ditto - {10 Jan. 1834] go {12 Jan.1835/ 42 3 - 24 16
Geneva - - -|- ditto ~ |22 Dec, 1833] 40 | 23 Dec. 1833] 29 - 18 24 8
Glasgow ~ - -{- = ditto -{| 6 Dec. — | 122 {10 Dec. ~ 82 - 4o | 24 16
Hope - -+ ~j- — ditto - $17 Jan. 1834] 66 | 1g Jan.1835] 37 - 29 24 | 16
King’s Valley - -|- ditto -| 8Jan. — | 85 | 2Dec.1834] 82%] - 2%} 24 | 16
Meylersfield’ - -j- ditto ~{ 2Jan. - | ies | 2 Jan. 1835] 120 - 5 24 16
Mount Eagle = -j)- = ditto - | 10 Dec. 1833) 85 j|11 Jan = 61 . 24 24 8
Negril Spot - -j- ditto ~ | 13 Jan, 1834] 42 416 Dec. 1834] 38 - 4 14 16®| *5 days.
Nonpareil - “Le ditto -fioJan, — 32 {10 Jan.1835} 324 -~t) - 24 8
Paul Island + -f- ditto -|1g Jan. - [| 56 {12 Jan. — | 58 2 - 24 16
Retrieve - - -|- ditto -]i7Jan. ~ {| go |15 Jan. - | 40 - 50| 24 16
Ridreland- - -/~+ ditto -/11 Feb, ~ | 28 |agDec.1834| 334] 5a] - | 24 | 16
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Commenced Sugar Commenced j Sugar Ine De- Hours | Hours
ESTATES. PARISHES. for made for made| ease crease Labour|Labour —

1834, 1834, 1835. 1835. . *| 1834, | 1835.

Hhds. Hhds. | Hhds. | Hhds. 1834-5.
Success - - - | Westmorland -/14 Jan. 1834 {| 20 | 13 Jan. 1835| 18 - 2 24 24 6& 5days,
Great Valley - -+|- ditto - -+-j1igJan. — | 60 | 30 Dec.1834/ 49 - 11 20 16 ditto,
Belmont - -j|- ditto - - 1 5 Dec. 1833| 26 5 Dec. — 25 - 1 24 16
NewfoundlandRiver -| Hanover =~ -/]16Dec. = 74 |24 Nov. = 74 - - 24 16 ditto.
Green River - -|- ditto - -| 1Dec. — | 114 | 24 Nov. = 77 - 51 24 15 ditto.
Salt Spring - -~|- ditto - -]17 Dec. - 59 4Dec. = 60 1 - 24 15 ditto,
Phenix - - -«|- ditto - -j]16Dec. ~ 61 }|agDec — 42 - 19 24 15 ditto,
Mount Pleasant - -|- ditto - -| 2Dec. - | 108 1Dec. - 53 - 56 24 9 ditto,
Fish River - -|- ditto - -}| gs Dew = 80 1Dec — 90 - 10 24. 16 ditto,
Cambelton - ele ditto - -f{16Dec - 68 116 Dec. ~ | 45 - 3 24 16 ditto,
Orange Bay - «| ditto - -|28 Oct. — | 125 |10Nov. — | 118 - 7 24 16 | ditto,
Rhodes Hall - -|- ditto - -{ 21Dec. ~ 61 1 Den = 59 - 3 24 16 ditto,
Abingdon - - «|- ditto - ~| 4De. - 56 1Dec. — 43 * 13 24 13 ditto,
Haughton Hall - -|- ditto - -{31 Dec; - 72 1Dec. = 67 - 5 24 16 ditto,
Harding Hall - ~|- ditto - -|{ 1Dec. - | 51 | 1Dec. - | 54 | 3| - | 24| 12| ditto.
Industry - - -|- ditto - -| 1Dec. - | 87 | 1Dew - | 54 | - | 33 | 24| 16| ditto.
Caldwell - + -~|- ditto - -| 2 Oct. - | 67 | g Nov. - | 603] - 64] 24 | 16 | ditto,
Spring - - -J]- ditto - -{ 6Nov. ~ 72 116 Oct. - 58 . 14 24 12 dittor
Cousin’s Grove - -|- ditto - -|15 Nov = 62 1 Dec. = 47 : 15 24 16 ditto,
Blenheim - - ~|- ditto - -{| 4Dec. = | 115 3 Dec. — | 146 31 - 24 18 ditto,
Haughton Tower -|- ditto - -{ §Dec. - {113 | 1 Dec. - 87 - 26 24 18| ditto,
Paradise - - -|- ditto - -]| 4 Dec — } 1164) 1Dec. ~ 844af + 23 24 16 ditto,
Bell River -  -|- ditto - -| 2Dec. - | 1253/10Dec. - | 74 : Bib] 24 | 16 | ditto.
Wood Church - «|. ditto - -118Dec. ~ | 54 {11 Dec. ~ | 44 - 10 | 24| 16 | ditto,
Prospect - - -|- ditto - -|1Dec. — | 143 | 1 Dec. 104 “ 39 | 24| 16 | ditto.
Eardley - - +/+ ditto - +] 1Jan. 1834] 40| 1 Feb. 1835 a1 - 19 24 16 | ditto,
Good Hope - -|Trelawney -|11 Feb. ~ § | 24 Jan. 26 19 - 24 | 16 | ditto.
Merry Wood - -j- ditto - -{ 1 March- : 1 Feb. 28 | 28 - 24 | 16 | ditto,
Pantrepant - -|- ditto - -| 4Jan - 45 |13 Dec. 1834 60 15 24 16 ditto,
Wales »- © «f+ ditto - -+{ «Mar ~ - tio Jan. 1835} 38 35 - 24 |16 ditto,
Lansquenet - -j}- ditto - -{| 1Mar. — - {roJan. - | 34 | 34 ] - 24 } 16 | ditto,
Potosi s+ - elf. ditto - +} 1Mar. - - figJan - 32 32 - 24 16 ditto,
Fontabelle ° -|- ditto - -|]g0Jan. - 30 jaiJan 27 - 3 24 |. 16 ditto,
Schawfield * -|- ditto - -} 5 Mar + - 14 Feb. - 10 10 - 18 16 ditto,
Cambridge ° -|- ditto « -|] 3Feb - 31 2Feb. - 14 - 17 24 16 ditto,
Cove - -{- ditto « -}| 2 Feb = 7 gJan. - 49 42 : 24 16 ditto,
Jock's Lodge - -|- ditto - -|11 Feb. — | 12 | o9Feb. ~ | Of - 6 | 19 g | ditto,
Reserve - - -{- ditto - +-j|24 Feb. = 5 }17 Feb. ~ 8 3 - 24 | 16 | ditto,
Retreat - - «{- ditto - +-{17Feb. - | 10 [a6Jan. — | 28 | 18 - 24 | 16| ditto.
Hampstead - -/|- ditto - -{12 Feb. — | 26 [23 Feb. - 9 - 17 | 24| 16 | ditto,
Chester - - -|%= ditto - -|24Jan. —- | 28 | 3Feb. - | 14 - 14 | 24| 16| ditto,
Gale’s Valley - -{- ditto - -110Feb — 34 118 Jan, - 48 14 - 16 16 ditto,
York . - - -|- ditto . -/27 Jan. = 59 figJan. — 33 - 17 16 16 ditto,
Western Favel - -|- ditto - -| 3Feb. — | 44 $o1Jan. — | 35 | g | 20 | 18 | ditto.
Phenix - + -j|- ditto - -+{10Feb. — | 20 |a6Jan. - | 18| - a | 2 {| 18 | ditto,
Bunkershill - -|. ditto - -{3go0Jan. - | go {18Feh. -| 10 - 20 | 24j 24| ditto,
Unity - + «|e ditto - -|eoJan. - | 39 |e7 Jan. -—| 22 - 17 | 24 | 16 | ditto.
Dromilly - + eo}. ditto - -{17Feb. = 15 |23Feb. - 4 - 11 16 16 ditto.
Providence - -j- ditto - -jaiJjan. — 24 g Feb. - 21 - 3 24 9 ditto.
Iron Shore + -{. ditto - -|24Feb. - | 6 |ioFeb. ~ | 12 | 6 | - | 24| 16 | ditto.
Running Gut - -|- ditto - -|19 Feb. — | 17 | 1 Feb. - | 15 ] - a | 18 | 16| ditto.
Cinnamon Hill - -{. ditto - -]11 Dec.1833{ 49 | 5 Jan. - 64 15 - 14 8 ditto,
Catherine Mount -j]- ditto - -| 6 Jan. 1834 38 | 28 Jan. - 8 ye 30 24 16 ditto,
Fairfield - - -|- ditto - -]11 Jan, Bg |igdan. - | 54 | - | 35. | 24| 16| ditto.
Bellield - + -|- ditto - -{27 Jan. 36 |a1 Jan. — | - 25 . 11 | 24 | 16 | ditto,
Kirkpatrick Hall e[- ditto - +1413 Dec. 1833 go jai. Jan, — 28 - 3 24 16 ditto.
Orange - - ej} - ditto - -}|18 Nov, —- 13 |26Jan. = 38 25 - 24 16 ditto.
Leogan - + -j|- ditto - - |27 Jan. 1834| go2]/12 Jan. — 16 64 - 24 16 ditto,
Trwin - - -|- ditto - -(18 Jan. = 8 {17 Jan = 61 53 - 24 16 ditto,
Hartfield - . -|- ditto - -}17 Feb. = 13 |10 Feb — 12 - 1 24 16 ditto.
Green Pond + -j- ditto - -| 3 Feb. - 25 |15 Feb = 20 - 5 ia 13 ditte,
Retreat - - -|- ditto - -|197 Feb. ~- 6 }1igJan - 11 5 - 24 12 ditto,
Unity Hall - -{- ditto -~ -jf15 Jan - 60 | 5Jan. - 64 4 - to 8 ditto.
Spring Garden - ~ -{- ditto - -|16Jan. - 4134/13 Jan. 283) + 13 24 8 ditto,
Salt Spring : -|- ditto - -|21 Jan - 25 |28Jan. - 11 - 14 16 8 ditto,
Portobello - -f- ditto - .j37Jan, - 184$)27 Jan, = 18 * -3} 14 g| ditto.
Barrett Hall - -{- ditto - -|17Jan. —~ | 55 | gFeb. ~ | 13 | - | 42 | 12 | 8| ditto
More Park - -| St. James -}| 3 Feb - 28 {19 Jan - 39 iW - 24 16 ditto.
Windsor Lodge - -|- ditto - -}| 1Jan = 534) 5 Jan. - 544 1 ° 24 16 ditto.
Paisley - + -|6 ditto - -{18 Feb. - g {26Jan - 2331 14 - 24 16 ditto.
Glasgow - - -]- ditto - -|15 Jan - 433)14 Jan. - 42h} - 1 24 16 ditto.
Industry - - -j|- ditto - -{14 Jan — 25 | 14 Jan. 1835] 17 - 8 24 16 ditto.
Williamsfield + -~|« ditto - -j| 1 Jan - 63 116 Dec. 18341 35 - 28 24 16 ditto.
Sunderland - -|- ditto - -{ 6Jan. 42 6 Jaw. 1835| 24 - 18 “4 16 ditto.

_Guilsbro’ - + «]- ditto - -j 1 Jan - 58 4Jan - 46 - 12 24 16 ditto.

| {
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PARISHE Commenced Sugar Commenced Sugar In De pears Hears. 5. fi m d ° - ho —ESTATES : ° 1634, | 1834. | 1895, | regp,| ereate-| crease,| Topour | Labour

5.3 Dee. 1899 | |» Jan, vece | wid | Hae| Hic 6 ate- « «| St. James - | 3Dec. 1833 2 3 Jan. 1835] 20 - 42 24 16 5 days.Flamatead - © -f- ditto - +{18Dec. —| 103 6 Jan. ~ 49 - 54 24 16 ditto.Catherine Hall - -|- ditto - +-{ 6Jan.1834| 55 |22Jan. ~ a1 - 34 24 16 ditto.
Blue-holeand Moreland] - ditto - -| 6Jan. ~ mn § Jan, = 42 - 29 24 16 ditto,-  « -|- ditto - -j/22Jan, = 41 {14Jan. - 52 11 - 24 16 ditto.° - -|- ditto - - 29 Jan. - 40 jloJan. ow go - 10 24 16 ditto.: - -]- ditto - -/18 Jan - 40 j13Jan, + 21g} - 183] 24 16 ditto.as
Childerm: - «+  .¢| Trelawney -| 4Jan + 34 |13 Jan = 39 5 - 24 16 ditto.Golden Grove - -|- ditto - -{27Jan, = 37 |39 Jan. 41 4 - 24 16 ditto,- - - | Hanover « -}| GJan, - 94 }15 Jan. = 453] - 494] 24 16 ditto.‘Alexandria »= el ditto - +] 6Jan - 88 Jan 68 - 20 24 16 ditto.Old Retrieve - -|-+ ditto - -{ 4 Dec, 1833] 96 1 Dec. 1834} 108 12 - 24 16 ditto.New Retrieve - <-j}- ditto - -| 5Dec. ~ | 1073}:1Decn ~ 823| - 25 24 16 ditto.New Paradise - -j|- ditto - -}| §Dec. = [1134] 3Dec. 843} = 29 24 16 ditto,- -  ©1 St. John’s +} 11 Jan, 1834} 22° | 20 Jan. 1835| 90 - 2 24 16 ditto,Thetford + - -}- ditto - -| g Jan — 25 5 Jan. — 35 10 - | 24 16 ditto,Airy Castle - {| St. Andrew's -| 25 Nov. 1833| 30 |12 Jan. ~ 16 - 14 24 16 ditto.if - - | St. Mary’s - {28 Jan. 1834] $1 1 Feb, = 62 - 1g 24 16 ditto.Spring Valley - -|- ditto - _*. | 28 Oct, 1833{ 71 | 28 Oct. 1834] 66 - 5 24 16 ditto.
Williamsfeld - St.Thomas m} 10Dec. - | 204/11 Dec. - | 6 | = | 144] 24 | 26| ditto,
Hart Hill- - +1 St. George -| 9 Jan. 1834) 12 | 19 Jan. 1835] 17 5 - 24 16 ditto.
Edenton - - -| Trelawney -{26Jan. -| 574|27Jan. — | 54 - 3 | 24 | 16*|*Hogshead

sugar much larger,          
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 41.

Extract ofa LETTER from Matthew Farquharson, Esq., dated Spring Mount,
14 April 1835.

I am happy in adding that the estates under my charge are all doing well, seldom Enclosure a,having occasion for the interference of the special magistrate. At Salt Savanna estate, in No. 41,
‘Vere, we have averaged 10 hogsheads sugar weekly for six weeks, with a 10-horse power
engine, one set of coppers, five in number; at Low Ground, Clarendon, nine hogsheads
sugar weekly for three weeks, water-mill and five coppers, commencing early in the morning
and stopping the mill before eight at night: both these estates belong to Mr. Wildman.
We are in fact doing much better under the present than the old system, upon Mr. W.’s
properties.

 

My Lord, Crawle River, Great House, 15 April 1835.
I wave the honour to forward the usual weekly reports, and I am sure it will prove satis-

factory to your Lordship to observe, that on 18 important estates, the sheet does not ex-
hibit a single complaint; and that the opinion I expressed to your Lordship last week of
the apprentices, is borne out by the few punishments of this.

I have. &c.
(signed) TT. A. Dillon,
Stipendiary Special Justice, Clarendon.

 

—_— No. 42,—

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to the Marquess of Sligo. No. 42.
My Lord, Downing-street, 10 March 1835.

I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship extracts of an Order of
The House of Commons, dated the 10th instant, calling for various Returns
connected with the Island of Jamaica, which this Department has not the means
ofsupplying without a previous reference to your Lordship ; and I am to request
that your Lordshipwill direct these Returns to be prepared and forwarded tome with as little delay as possible.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Aberdeen.

278.
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JAMAICA.

Enclosure in
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Enclosure 1,
in No. 43.

Enclosure 2, |
in No. 43.

* Printed with the
Abolition Papers,
Part 1, page 10.
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Enclosure in No. 42.

Extracts from an ADDRESS of the Honourable The House of Commons,
dated 10 March 1835 ;—for

Cortzs of all public letters, proclamations, issued by the Earl of Mulgrave and the Mar-
quess of Sligo ;—and
An Account of tiead-mills and houses of correction erected in each parish in Jamaica,

since the Abolition Act; and the dates of their erection respectively.

 

— No. 43. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, The King’s House. Jamaica, 14 May 1835.
In obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch of

10th March, I have now the honour to enclose a Return of the number of
houses of correction and tread-mills in the several parishes of this Island ; also
copies of the various Proclamations issued, a list of which I enclose.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 43.

LIST of Houses of Correction and TrEeap-MILLs in Jamaica.

The Tread-mills have been erected since thepassing of the Abolition Act.
The Houses of Correction, with the exception of St. David’s, were all built previously,

‘but have in several instances been enlarged since, and solitary cells added to the establish-
ment.
 

 

   

Houses

PARISHES. of Tread-mills. REMARKS
Correction. .

3fSt. Catherine - - = -{ One One _
3 ist Dorothy - - - -{ None None } - - These parishes are a part of
& St.John - - - - -{| None None the precinct of St. Catherine.

St. Thomas in the Val - -}{ One One —
Clarendon - - - -~1 One One ~~
Vere - - - - -}| One One —
Manchester - - - ~| One - - | -- One contracted for.
St.Ann - - - - -}| One One —_
St.Mary - - - <= +] One - - |--A tread-mill contracted
Kingston - - - - -j One One for.
Port Royal - - «+ =f One None _
St. Andrew - - - -| One —_ ,

3 (St. Thomas in the Eas - -}| One - - |--A tread-mill contracted
=1 for, but not finished.
& (St. David - 2 =. +} One | ~ - | -- House ofcorrection built

St. George - - - One None since the passing of the
Abolition Act.

Portland ~- - - - One - ~ |--A tread-mill has been
Trelawny - - - - <-j] One One sent for from England.
St. James - - - - -| One One —_
Hanover - - - - -| One One _
Westmorland - - - One One —
St. Elizabeth - - - -| One One _

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 43.

A LIST of Prociamations, &c. issued by the Earl of Mulgrave and the Marquess of
Sligo, relative to the Azouition of SLAVERY.

* His Maszsty’s Proclamation explanatory of the Measures enacted by the Imperial
Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery, dated 4th September 1833.
The Earl of Mulgrave’s Proclamation to the Slave Population, announcing to them the

measures in progress for their benefit, and impressing upon them the necessity of orderly
conduct and obedience to their masters, dated 29th June 1833. Th

e
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The Earl of Mulgrave’s Farewell Address to the Negro Population, dated 22d February834.
, eke Marquess of Sligo’s Proclamation, declaring that adequate and satisfactory pro-
vision had been made by law in this Island for giving effect to the British AbolitionAct,
dated 10th April 1834.
+ The Marquess of Sligo’s Letter of Advice to the Negto Population; copy transmitted in

Despatch 27th May 1834. ;
The Marquess of Sligo’s Proclamation to all Runaway Slaves, granting them a generalamnesty, if they surrendered themselves on the ist August 1834; dated 14th July 1834.The Marquess of Sligo’s Letter of Advice to the Apprentices, issued August 1834.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 43.
Jamaica, ss.

By His Excellency the Right Honourable Constantine Henry Earl of Mulgrave,
&e. &e. Ke.

Wuereas His Majesty has been most graciously pleased to take into his considerationa plan for changing the system under which slavery at present exists in these his domi-nions: And whereas it is His Majesty’s most anxious desire to improve and benefit theslave population of this Island, in such manner as may seem most compatible with theinterest of their owners in their services: And whereas it may be necessa to guardinst any erroneous impression in the minds of the slave population of this Island, andin order that they should be fully aware that His Majesty’s gracious designs in their be-half are only regulated and restricted by the consideration of their own good, and that anymisconduct or insubordination at the present moment must have the effect of retarding orpossibly frustrating such His Majesty’s intentions :—I do now therefore issue this my Pro-clamation, and do hereby call upon all His Majesty’s subjects in this Island to render dueobedience to the laws, and to the orders of all constituted authorities; and I do chargeand recommend all His Majesty’s slave population in this Island, that they do render alldue obedience to their masters, and to the several and respective constituted authorities ofthis Island: And I do hereby declare, that when His Majesty’s gracious intentions withregard to the slave population become law, it is to me, His Majesty’s Representative, thatthey are to look for information on the subject: And I do further declare, that it will bemy especial care, either by myself personally, or through those commissioned by me, thatall the conditions of change in the situation of the slave population shail then be fully com-municated and explained to them; and in the meantime I do hereby enjoin patience as tothe result, and confidence in those the gracious intentions of the Sovereign on their behalf,with that unfailing respect to his authority, which requires implicit obedience to the lawfulcommands of their masters: And I do most solemnly warn and admonish them the said slavepopulation, or any other person or persons within this Island, against engaging in any actor deed of violence or insubordination against the said constituted authorities, or againstany of His Majesty’s subjects whomsoever: And I do hereby declare and make known toall persons whomsoever within this Island, that by so doing they will expose themselvesto the severest penalties of the laws: And I do hereby charge and command the severalcustodes and magistrates, and all others His Majesty's subjects in this Island, to give thefullest publicity to this my Proclamation.
Given under my hand and seal at arms, at St. Jago de la Vega, this 29th day of June,in the year of our Lord 1833, and in the fourth year of His Majesty’s reign.

(signed) Mulgrave.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 43.

Jamaica, ss. A PROCLAMATION,
By His Excellency the Right Honourable Constantine Henry Earl of Mulgrave, &c.,Captain-Generaland Governor-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Islands of Jamaica and theTerritories thereon depending in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of thesame.

Wuereas His Majesty, in accepting my resignation, tendered by me in consequenceof ill health, has beenmost graciously pleased to desire my presence in England forthwith,I therefore at once issue this my Proclamation, in order that there may not exist theslightest doubt or misunderstanding as to the future in the minds of the negro population,to whom I not long since explained the change that is about to take place in their con-dition; and to you, the negro population of this Island, I do now hereby especially addressmyself, lest any one of you who then heard me should imagine that my personal absencefrom the Island could prevent the fulfilment of the assurances I then gave you, at theverytime and to the same extent [ then mentioned. What I then stated to you I nowrepeat: the first great change in your condition, that of apprenticeship, commences on the1st of August next, The Act has passed; your final emancipation at the subsequent278.
period

JAMAICA,

*Printed with the
Abolition Papers,
Part 1, page 40.
+Puiinted with the
Abolition Papers,
Part 1, page 41.
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Enclosure 4,
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JAMAICA.

Enclosure 5,
_ in No. 43.

Enclosure 6,
in No. 43.
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period fixed is secure, else could I not have left the Island with the satisfaction I now derive
from that certainty, confirmed by the conviction that the noble person.who will succeed
me will have the same anxious solicitude for your welfare. Only recollect what I then
endeavoured to impress upon your attention, that it would be by your own bad. conduct
that you could alone forfeit the benefit of the great boon which awaits you. The first
advice I then gave to you, that of obedience to your masters and diligence in their service,
1 am happy to have this opportunity of declaring that you have universally followed in the
most praiseworthy manner. This I shall not fail to report in the presence of that gracious
Sovereign'with whose Government the projected change in your behalf originated, and in
the centre of that British people by whose active sympathies that boon was obtained. Let
me continue to hear of the zealous perseverance in the same good conduct op your parts;
and though absent in person, yet in mind and in heart | shall still be amongst you on the
ist of next August; and shall, through all the progressive changes which may attend your
improved condition, humbly but fervently trust, that by the blessing of Divine Providence
you may continue to merithis protection. And further, I do hereby charge and command
the several custodes and magistrates, and all others His Majesty’s subjects in this Island,
to give the fullest publicity to this my Proclamation.

_ Given under my hand and seal at arms, at St. Jago de la Vega, this 22d day of February
in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the fourth year of His Majesty’s reign.

(signed) Mulgrave.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 43.

Jamaica, ss. A PROCLAMATION,

By His Excellency the Most Noble Howe Peter Marquess of Sligo, &c. &c. &c.

To all Runaway Slaves throughout the Island of Jamaica:

Wuereas it has been represented to me, that several slaves having run away are now
absent from their owners, and are secreted on different parts of this Island, to the great
detriment of the community ; and it appearing to me expedient to break up all such unlaw-
ful associations, I have therefore thought fit to issue this my proclamation, promising and
assuring His Majesty’s most gracious pardon to any runaway slave who shall have been
guilty of no other offence against the laws, except leaving his or her master or mistress’s
service; provided nevertheless, that such slave shall surrender him or herself between the
hours of sunrise and sunset, on the 1st day of August next, to any one of the special
justices appointed by Viis Majesty for the settlement of disputes between masters and
apprentices subsequent to the 31st day of July; and such special justice is hereby autho-
rized and required to grant to each slave so surrendering, a certificate of His Majesty’s
most gracious pardon, according to this my proclamation, so far as his or her absconding
from his or her owner is concerned: provided always, that such individual shall return, after
having received such certificate, to his or her master or mistress, and quietly submit and
obey ail lawful commands, and pay due attention to his or her duties as apprentices, other-
wise such certificate to be null and void.

All runaway slaves are hereby warned and informed, that this is the last opportunity
which can be afforded them of coming in upon a general amnesty; and that all such as do
not take advantage of the same, will hereafter be dealt with according to law.

Ido, therefore, seriously call upon all such slaves, and admonish and advise them, to
avail themselves of this opportunity of the extension of His Majesty’s royal clemency
towards them, and thereby to secure to themselves the advantages which the ist of August
will give to the remainder of the slave population of this Island.

I do hereby, moreover, recommend to all slave-owners, managers and others, not to punish
or bringtotrial any of their slaves who shall or may return to their service on any day
previous to the said ist day of August next; and that they make known their intention of
so doing in the most public manner, to the slaves on their several estates and properties.

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at St. Jago de la Vega, the 14th day of July,
A. D. 1834.

(signed) Sligo.
 

Enclosure 6, in No. 43.

To the newly made Apprentices of Jamaica:

Tue tst of August has passed over, and you are no longer slaves. You have been raised
by the generosity and humanity of the British nation, and of those who had power over you,
from a state of slavery to that of apprenticeship. On yourselves alone it now depends, —
under the blessing of Divine Providence, whether you pass a happy and short period of
apprenticeship,and then become entiremasters ofyour own time, or whether you are continued,
in consequence ofyour own misconduct, some time longer without that great blessing. If you
misbchave, you will see your friends who are around you, and who have conductedthem-

selves
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selves faithfully and well, their own masters, and working for the benefit of their own. fami-
lies; while you will still be apprentices, and forced by the law to work for your master’s
advantage. I am sure that you will not be so foolish as to postpone, by your own conduct,
‘the enjoyment of perfect freedom.

You who are what’is called non-predial apprentices, that is house servants, and such
others as will be pointed out by the special magistrates, will cease to be apprentices in four
ears’ time, that 1s on the ist August 1838, unless by your own misconduct you delay it

longer. You will be released from your apprenticeships two years sooner than the predial
or plantation apprentices; but in return for this advantage, you must, while you are
apprentices, give your master the whole of your time, just as any hired servant does. If
you absent yourselves from his service, though your master cannot punish you now himself,
as he was empowered to do when you were slaves, you will be liable to be punished by
the order of a special magistrate. I advise you therefore to pay the mostdiligent atten-
tion to your duties; serve your masters with cheerfulness, and with the gratitude which
they deserve. By doing so you will in a few short yearsenjoy every privilege which any
other persons in this Island, being British subjects, possess. You who are predial appren-
tices, or those employed on the estates in the cultivation of the soil, or the manufacture of
its produce, have six years to serve; hut then you have the great advantage of having but
a small portion of your time to give to your masters. Your master cannot claim more than
40} hours of your time in each week, except in two cases; but then he has a right to
divide this 40 4 hours in such reasonable manner as he pleases, between the first five days
of the week, beginning with Monday, su however that he does not compel you to work
more than nine hours in each day, except in cases of hurricane, tempest, earthquake, flood,
fire, or other misfortune the act of God.
The two occasions on which your master can require more than 40 } hours in each week

are, first, in cases of hurricane, tempest, earthquake, flood, fire, or other misfortune the
act of God, when he may employ you during the emergency: second, at such period of the
year as your master may deem it necessary for the cultivation of the estate or plantation,
Thegathering in of the crop, or its manufacture, he may call on you to work the 4 4 hours
additional per week, but then he must repay you that time at a convenient period of the
year, and not at the rate of more than three days together at one time.

I recommend to your masters to settle that you should work eight hours a day each
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and 8§ hours each Friday. The Saturda
and Sunday in all cases you will have to yourselves, besides all the hours of restwhich
you geteach day. There are 168 hours in each week, out of which you will have to give
to your masters only 404 hours, and have 1273 hours at your own disposal. Your mas-
ter must give you clothes, provision grounds, and medical attendance if you are sick. I
hope that you will give hnn cheerfully and willingly the very small portion of your time
which he is entitled to.

It is provided by law, that you who are predial unattached, or jobbers, shall still continue
to work in the same manner, namely, as jobbers; but you are entitled to the same privi-
leges as those who are settled on an estate, in point of hours of labour, and to the samc
supplies of clothing and medicines, besides sufficient provision ground or provisions.

either your master, your overseer, your bookkeeper, your driver, nor any other person
can strike you, or put you into the stocks, nor can you be punished at all’ exceptby the
order of a special magistrate. If any person, without such authority, shall raise a hand
to you, or put you into the stocks, he will be liable to be severely punished himself. If
you behave badly, your master or any special constable may put you into a cell or place
of confinement, but not for more than 24 hours; and if a special magistrate shall not have
visited such estate before those 24 hours shall have expired, he must release you, but he
must bring forward his complaint against you the first time that a magistrate does visit
the property; thus, though you may be released, you will still be liable to be punished for
any misconduct; and your master also will be liable to be punished if he shall have
improperly confined you. .
,; + am your sincere well wisher; I have been sent out by your King to see that justice

ig lone to all parties. When you are in the right you will be protected; whoever is in
e wrong will be punished. I advise you, as the best way to ensure your happiness, to

make your masters your first friends, “By following their advice, you will be most likely
to act as you ought. Should you, however, be oppressed by any one, go at once to a special
magistrate, and he will redress any wrong you may have sustained.

Before | conclude, I wish to say one word to such of you as have been selected by
your masters to be plantation constables; to have been chosen by them on this occasion
is strong proof of the good opinion they entertain of you; I hope that you will not betray
their confidence, but will, by your zealous and honest conduct, show that you are worthy
of the distinction which you have received. In after life the character you will then
have acquired, will most probably be of the greatest benefit to you.

I am your sincere Friend,

(signed) § Shgo, Governor of Jamaica.
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— No. 44,—

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Earl ofAberdeen.

The King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
My Lord, 20 May 1835.

I nave the honour to enclose to you a memorial sent to me by the custos of
Trelawney, with a request that it should be sent to you, and the object of it
promoted. I have so often declared myself a friend to emigration, that it is
unnecessary for me to repeat the same sentiment.

With regard to the correctness of the statements contained, I request not to
be supposed togive my assent. As far as the sugar crop is concerned, in spite
of the wettest season ever known early in the year, which prevented crop
commencing, and very dry weather since, which has been much complained of,
I have reason to think that the crop, even in that parish, will be an average
one. With regard to the preparations for the next year I am not so confident,
and have issued a circular to the special justices, to make to me particular
reports upon the state of their respective districts. As soon as I shall receive
them the result shall be communicated to you, but I do not expect to have
them beforeamonth; and I have heard that the overseers on properties have
evinced a singular dislike to all these inquiries from the special magistrates, so
that, even then, it may not be as perfect as I could wish.

Your Lordship will remember that all along I have expressed some doubts as
to this point.

T have, &c.

(signed) Sligo.

 

Enclosure in No. 44.

To His Excellency the Most Noble Howe Peter Marquess of Sligo, Captain-General and
Governor-in-Chief of this His Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, &c. &c. &c.

Tne Memorial of Proprietors, Planters, and others concerned in the management of
Plantations in the Parish of Trelawney,

Humbly showeth,
That the apprenticeship system in this Island, established under the Abolition Act, has,

after nine months’ trial, confirmed the anticipations of all practical men of its ruinous con-
sequences; and your memorialists have now the miserable prospect before them that, in a
short period, the cultivation of the staple productions of this [sland must cease.

Notwithstanding that the seasons have been most propitious, and with the advantage of
former years’ labour, the present sugar crop does not promise to be even an average one;
solely occasioned, as your memorialists are convinced, by the very small portion of labour
that has been obtained from the negroes since the commencement of the apprenticeship
system.

Your memorialists beg leave to state, that all the work which can now be got from
apprentices, even with a liberal price paid to them for their own time, is confined exclusiv7ly
to the manufacturing of sugar; and from the consequent neglect of the cane field, the usal
plant canes have not been established, nor the ratoon canes or grass fields duly attended
to. The falling off in the next year’s crop must necessarily be serious; and the same evil will
annually increase until it terminates by the gradual throwing up of sugar estates, notwith-
standing the assertions to the contrary of inexperienced persons, who flatter themselves with
false hopes.
Your memorialists therefore, after having given the subject their most earnest con-

sideration, are of opinion, that the only chance now left of continuing this Island as a
valuable colony to Great Britain, is by the settlement of white families in the interior,
where the climate is so temperate that Europeans can perform all the labour required in the
cultivation of coffee, ginger, provisions, and the minor products, In due time the males
would form a valuable body of police, and might occasionally be employed on sugar
estates and other plantations, where, by their industry, they would set a good example to
the apprentices; and by having pre-occupied such lands, they would prevent the idle and
dissolute negroes from making them places of resort when the period of absolute freedom
arrives.
From the impoverished and limited means of the country, your memorialists are aware

that it is in vain to hope that the expense of importing emigrants, and establishing them in
the interior, can be defrayed by the Island revenue; they therefore most humbly implore

an
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and entreat your Excellency to solicit the aid of the mother country, in promoting anobjectof such vital importance as that of securing the peace and safety of all classes of HisMajesty’s subjects, and as being the most likely means of continuing, though on a smallerscale, the cultivation of the staple products which yield so large a revenue to GreatBritain. ;
(Signed by 73 persons.)

 

— No. 45.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Secretary ofState, dated King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega, 23 May 1835.

SINCE communicating to you the memorial of the custos and gentry ofTrelawney, I have received the enclosed letters from the special magistrates ofthat parish, altogether denying the assertion of the meeting and the wordsof the custos. I have thought it necessary to send you these, as Mr. Miller isabout to return home to England in a few days, and will confirm the statementsof the meeting, when he arrives there.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 43.

Exrracr of a LETTER from R. C. Pennell, Esq., Special Justice, to His Excellency theMarquess of Sligo, dated Rio Bueno, 19 May 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter dated 1 5 inst., No. 2529,expressive of the pain with which your Excellency has received a report from the custos ofTrelawney, that the preparations for the crop of next year have been entirely neglected; andrequiring from me a weekly report thereon, which I shall not fail to attendto.would nevertheless take the liberty of calling your Excellency’s attention to my reporton this head of the 28th ultimo, which I believe to be substantially correct, in spite of whatthe custos or any other gentleman may say.I find it necessary here to enter at some length on a subject for which I shall requireyour Excellency’s indulgence, and without which your Lordship will not be able so fully tounderstand the information I may from time to time have to communicate.Previous to my arrival in Jamaica, 1 do not believe there existed an individual, not eventhe honourable custos of Trelawney, so opposed to the measures adopted for the eman-cipation of the negroes throughout the West Indies as myself. These objections werefounded on the experience { had obtained of slavery in the Brazil, from which I hadwa Comparisons very erroneous, and I had come to conclusions which I now find to havebeen equally so. { had not considered, because I was not then aware, of the very greatdifference which exists between the negro just imported from Africa, and the one omand bred in the colony, and, in many instances, for several generations; but after a veryshort residence in my district [ soon perceived my error, and am now fully convinced that,had not the British Government adopted the measures they did with regard to this Island,it would soon have been exacted from them. Two things must, however, inevitably resultfrom this measure: first, the loss to a few individuals of immense incomes derived from theirWest India properties ; secondly, a heavy loss henceforward to those gentlemen resident inthe Islands who have hitherto realized considerable property by having charge of suchestates,
The great evil, in my humble opinion, is, that the apprentices are allowed too mach timeto themselves, more than is necessary for the cultivation of their grounds ; so that they may80 far be said to be encouraged in habits of indolence. It is in vain to look for the samequantity ofwork being done in nine hours as was formerly done in 18; and yet I have seenestates’ books, where the average of lubour for 24 hours, during crop time, for the lastfour years, does not exceed what is now performed in the nine hours. There are the books,and in both instances the average has been ten syphons of liquor ground.I may here observe, that insinuations have been thrown out that the special justicespurposely make misrepregentations to your Excellency, and would be very unwilling thattheir reports should meet the eye of the public. As one of the body of the special justices,have only to say, that I should not care if your Excellency ordered my reports to bePrinted. 1 can have no object in purposely making mis-statements to your Excellency ; ifthey are erroneous, they are errors in judginent,

Industry.
feverything is going on so very bad as is represented by some in the parish of Trelawney,OW 1s it the special justice has only one complaint during the last week (as will be seen by8278. . his
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his report), of an insufficient quantity of labour; and that at Manchester estate, where the-
overseer told the writer it was* because he had never brought a case before a justice but
one, since the 1st August?
The overseers in many instances have been reprimanded for affording information to the

special justices respecting their preparations for the next year’s crop. Why this desire of
preventing the magistrates from being aufait at what is going on and what is doing in the
estates? The special justices are accused of giving false information to Government. Does
not this lead me to believe the contrary?

(Remarks made by A. C. Pennell, Special Justice, ig May 1835.)

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 45.

My Lord Marquess, Falmouth, 18 May 1835.
I nave the honour to state to your Excellency, in allusion to the report made by the

custos of Trelawney, that the preparations for the crop of next year in the parish have
been entirely neglected; I beg to say that statement is not borne out by the fact, as your
Excellency will observe by my former report made out to April 25th ult. That information
was obtained by me on the respective properties, at which the attorneys feel rather indig-
nant, supposing it should have come from themselves, and it is not for the good of the com-
munity that they and their overseer should come in collision, But the truth your Excel-
lency may find will amount to this ;—in those parts of the island where the people have not
been paid for their additional time, cultivation cannot be in a forward state, and of course
there will be many complaints; but where they have been paid it will be otherwise, and the
intelligent on estates are perfectly aware how cultivation ought to be carried on. All is
quiet in this part; but I beg your Excellency’s attention to the very gross misconduct of the
emigrants, and the bad effect it will bave on the negro population.

; 1 have, &c.
(signed) Thos. Davis, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 45.

My Lord, Rio Bueno, 18 May 1835.
I Have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 15th

inst., No. 2531, wherein your Excellency expresses that it is with pain you have seen a
report made by the custos of this parish, that the preparation for the crop of next year has
been entirely neglected. On my visiting the different properties in this district, which I
have done, nearly the whole, within the week, 1 must say that the charge is not true. The
Hon. Mr. Miller has found fault with his overseers for giving the information, agreeable to
your Excellency’s circular of the 17th April; mentioning that they ought to have referred us
to him.

I shall furnish your Excellency with a statement weekly of my inquiries on the properties
in my district, until completed.

I have, &c.
(signed) D. Hawkins, Special Justice.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 45.

Extract of a LETTER from S. Pryce, Esq., Special Justice, to His Excellency the
Marquess of Sligo, dated Top Hill Pen, Trelawney, 19 May 1835.

I nave had the honour to receive your Excellency’s communications under date 11th,
13th, and 1th inst.; and your Lordship’s instructions shall have my immediate and particular
attention.

1 shall have great pleasure in forwarding to your Excellency a more particular return ofthe
preparations for the ensuing crop; and I beg to mention that | have the original returns on
which my last report was founded, in the handwriting of the individual planters.

Ihave great confidence in humbly submitting to your Excellency, that in my district,
on every estate under provident and discreet management, the prospects for next year’s
crops are very flattering. Several estates will exceed, and many equal, the present year’s
returns.

Doubtless, my Lord, several estates will fall off considerably, partly from the system, and
partly from the supineness of the planters themselves, many of whom, on my arrival in Tre-
awney, had reconciled themselves to a “ total failure.”
On one estate they have finished crop, and made 80 hogsheads sugar: the estimate was

160 hogsheads. So that your Excellency will perceive the new system will be burthened with
a great number of evils, and serve to cover many faults, over which it could have had no
control,

In submitting my weekly return of duty, which I hope may prove satisfactory to your
Excellency,
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Excellency, I subjoin a memorandum of the particular preparations on four estates for thenext year’s crop, by which your Excellency will at once perceive they have not been “ to-tally” neglected.
S. P.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 45,

Merrywood Estate, Trelawney.—(One of Tharp’s estates.) 19 May 1835.
Last year’s crop, 106 hogsheads ; present year’s crop 100, 60 made ; next year's crop, 100expected from appearances.
one planted, being a ratooning estate.

Hoe-ploughed and dunged 30 acres. .
460 cartload of dung carried out; quality ofproduce remarkably good.Apprentices reconciled to the system, and of late doing their work steadily. No punish-

ments except for neglect of watch.
They appear to attend their grounds much as usual.

(signed) Charles Perry, Overseer.
 

The Good Hope Estate, Trelawney.—(One of Tharp’s properties.) 19 May 1835.
Last year’s crop, 150 hogsheads sugar; present year’s 140, 110 made; next year’s, 150confidently expected, from present appearances, which are very favourable.Planted and established 23 acres, 16 acres being penned over, and 7 dunged ;—pennedover the stock 10 acres ;—supplied and dunged, 24.—Total 57.
§50 loads ofdung carried out since 1 Aug. for fall plant.
250 cartloads dung carried out for ratoons.
Quality of produce very good, took only one hogshead to repack 6o at the wharf.Two-thirds of the pastures have not yet been cleared,
No stock lost intaking off the crop, not a mule, nor a steer; excepting one heifer fromcough, one steer from accident.
The apprentices have become much more reconciled to the new law of late, and are doingtheir work steadily and well; and there have only been two of the apprentices slightlypunished on the property since your arrival ; and I believe they are paying every attention totheir grounds.
They give me no trouble, and their general conduct isvery satisfactory.

(signed) John er, Overseer.
The apprentices are doing as much work as they everdid in the same time.

J. D.
ee

Schawfield Estate, Trelawney.—(The Hon. R. Barrett, Attorney.) 19 May 1835.
Last year’s crop, 55 hhds.; present year’s, go hhds., 60 made; next year’s, 120 hhds.confidently expected, present appearances being good.
None planted, being a ratooning estate.
Dunged and supplied 28 acres.
Penned over on the stock, six acres.
1,670 cartloads of dung carried out since 1August.
No stock lost.
Produce excellent.
Pastures cleaned, 50 acres. ‘
The apprentices are behaving considerably better than at first, and perform their workcheerfully. No punishment since the Saturday, on your first arrival.

(signed) John Pullen, Overseer.

 

Wales Estate, Trelawney.—(One of Tharp’s Properties.) 19 May 1835.
Present crop, 150 hhds., 73 made; next year’s, 160 hhds. confidently expected, presentappearances being good.
one planted, being a ratooning estate.

Penned over on the stock, 15 acres ;—supplied and dunged, 60 acres.—Total 75.600 cartloads of dung carried out.
Quality of produce good.
None of the pastures as yet cleaned.
No stock lost in taking off the crop.
Two mules died from accident.
The apprentices are orderly and behaving well, going through their work cheerfully, andare now reconciled to the new law, which they understand better. We have only had twosPprentices punished since your arrival in Trelawney, and that was for neglecting theirwatch,
I think they are paying more attention to their home grounds and houses thanformerly.3 (signed) Geo. Scott, Overseer.

78.
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— No. 46. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, dated the King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
24 May 1835.

AS the packet is to sail to-morrow, I have the honour of addressing you on
the general state of the Island, which is, I am happy to say, as good as I could
possibly wish it tobe. 1 have lately reported the parish of St. James’s to be in
the worst state of any in the Island; it still remains under that stigma, but I
am happy to say that it is improving every day; and in confirmation of that
opinion, I have the honour to enclose you three letters I received last week
from Messrs. Cocking, Finlayson and Farrar, three of the four stipendiary
magistrates of that parish: from Mr. Cooper, the fourth, I did not hear nor
receive any report, in consequence, I imagine, of indisposition. I also send
you one from Mr. Lyon, of the parish of St. Thomas in the East, one from Mr.
Theobald Dillon, of Clarendon, and one of Mr. Pennell, of Trelawney, which
I have just laid my hands upon, as being satisfactory. The reports from all
the other districts are similar, in point of the good conduct of the negroes; but
I have selected these, because they cite positive facts and name places.
The planters complain very much of want of rain, the rains whichusually

arrive much earlier in the season not having yet fallen. There is therefore
very little food for the cattle, which must to a certain degree retard the crop in
some places. In others it has already been finished much sooner than in former
years, and Istill think that there will be an average one.

Enclosure in. No. 46.

My Lord, St. James’s, 11 May 1835.
It affords me much pleasure in acquainting your Excellency of the pleasant feeling which

continues to exist between master and apprentice, in my district. Some of the estates have
nearly finished crop; it is supposed that most will, in about four weeks hence. This will
enable the estates to have sufficient time to prepare for the plants, clean the rattoons and
pastures in time for next year’s crop.

I do not, my Lord, think that there will be much, if any, falling off in the ensuing crop if
the apprentices continue to work as they are now doing, and I do not see the least appre-
hension to the contrary.
The apprentices on this estate turned out most willingly last Saturday to dig cane holes,

and most of them earned 3s. 4d. each. I have, &c.
To the Marquess of Sligo, &e. &c. (signed) RB. Cocking,.S. M.

MyLord, Montego Bay, 12 May 1835.
In forwarding my report for last week, it affords me much pleasure to state that the

labour of the apprentices in the district to which I have been attached is in a state of
progressive improvement. This favourable change had commenced previously to my
arrival, and it still continues. At Kirkpatrick-hall they made six hogsheads last week,
and only five the previous week. At Moorpark they made 10 hogsheads last week, being
more than they have done this season; and upon other properties they have maintained
their full allowance of labour. ;
But I may mention that, in general, the field labour is behind. This may perhaps be in

some measure attributed to the dryness of the season, though the managers of the estates
ascribe it to the indolence of the apprentices. Of course I shall direct myattention
particularly to this point. Indeed I am humbly of opinion that the cause of complaint
might be partially obviated, by paying the apprentices for working some extra hours in field
labour; I do not understand, however, that this is done upon any estate.

 

I have, &c. . .
To the Marquess of Sligo, &c. &c. (signed) Walter Finlayson, Spec. Justice.

My Lord, Houghton Grove, 11 May 1835.
I have the honour herewith to forward my diary of proceedings up to the 11th instant

inclusive. oo
I have also the satisfaction of informing your Excellency that the apprentices in this

district are conducting themselves much better than they have hitherto done, and I make
no doubt they will now continue to evince a more cheerful disposition towards their
employers, and I trust hereafter to have very few cases for adjudication.

[ have, &c.
To the Marquess of Sligo, &e. Ke. (signed) § Simeon Farrar, Sp. Mag.
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My Lord, Lloyd’s Estate, St. David, 13 May 1835.

I nave the honour herewith to transmit my diary for the past week.
The sugar crop in this district is rapidly progressing to a successful termination, notwith-

standingthe difficulty and severe impediment opposed by the long continuance of extremely
dry weather.. Greenwall has finished, and Garbrand Hall will have done so this week.
As I conceive it my duty occasionally to corroborate my general statements of the

cheerfulness and industry of the apprentices by reference to particular instances, I cannot
omit to mention (which fact E am sure is. calculated to prove highly satisfactory to your
Lordship), that the apprentices of Garbrand Hall estate have been within the last two
weeks digging cane holes on hard and stoney land at the rate of 110 holes per individual
daily; an amount never equalled by the same people during the existence of slavery, and I
believe rarely exceeded anywhere on the lightest soils. This is an instance of excess of
labour; but | am happy to have it im my power to observe that all the sugar estates around
me exhibit cheerful industry in a degree, I think I may venture to say, unexampled in

 

Jamaica. [ have, &c.
To the Marquess of Sligo, &c. &e. (signed) Edm. B. Lyon, Special Justice.

My Lord, Crawle River House, Clarendon, 11 May 1835.
I nave the honour to transmit the weekly report unstained by a single crime or

complaint; and if I did not fear appearing too sanguine, it should be accompanied by a few
remarks. As it is, E enclose it with sincere and respectful congratulations, it being a strong
testimony of the success of your Excellency’s administration.
The apprenticed in. this district areworking willing for money. The young canes are

looking healthy, and the police appear effectual and well conducted. Thave, Ke
ave, &c.

To the Marquess of Sligo, &c. &c. (signed) § Theob. Aug. Dillon, S.J. P.

 

MEMoRANDUM accompanying Special Justice Pennell’s Weekly Report, dated Industry,
Parish Trelawney, 12 May 1835.

Tue special justice knows instances in his district where the apprentices are so anxious
to work for money, that the overseer holds out an inducement to good behaviour, their
being allowed to work for money, and as a punishment will not allow them to work in theirown time.

 

—No. 47. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Marquess of Sligo to the Right
Honourable Charles Grant, dated the King’s House, St. Jago de la Vega,
7 June 1835.

I wave the honour to inform you, that the general state of the Island has
continued very satisfactory since my last letter. In only one instance has the
emancipation of the Caymanas and Maroon apprentices caused any unpleasant.
feeling. trust, however, that the explanations of the special justice at the
scene of the discontent alluded to, will prevent their continuing under the
misconception that they are to be all free in August. In all the other parts of
the Island everything is going on admirably. This induces me rather to think.
that the late meeting at Falmouth has done some harm there.. The rains have
come down these last two weeks on the north side very abundantly, but here
not sufficient for our purposes. The preparations for next year’s crop are, as I
have already foretold in many of my Despatches, much behindhand, but this.
preceeds from causes unconnected with any misconduct on the part of the
negroes. J have-called for particular reports on: the subject, and as soon-as I
am able to procure them I will transmit to you the result. I beg to.inform you
that, owing to the exertions of the special justices, crime has much diminished..In order to present you with regular proof of the fact, I have commenced
keeping an account, of which I send you. now a copy for the last month. It
includes the names of the parishes and magistrates in each, the number of miles
the special justices have respectively travelled. in each week of May, the.
number of estates they have visited; and the number where no complaints have
been brought forward. This return will, f trust, prove satisfactory, and decide
when contending representations are made to you. Though the number of
complaints diminish, 1 beg to: represent to you, that it by no meansfollows that
the numberof special justices can becomparatively diminished, of which Ican
278. give
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JAMAICA. give abundant proof in the fact that, in this town, since Mr. Clench’s illness,—_— the estates have not been visited, though the town business has been carried onby Mr. Ramsay; and that in consequence the number of cases is now more thantreble what they were before. Mr. Moresby has, however, been called in toreplace him, and has commenced the usual estate visits, and I trust that they
will diminish ere long.

Enclosure in No. 47.

Week ending Week ending Week ending Week ending7th May 1835. 14th May. 21st May. 28th May.
NAMES . 2 S a 2 a213 3 Z si :18 31 ¢ ]ie/38 sof PARISHES. | 2 32 lee 3 x3 Zea] = 33 $es| ¥ [se |eed> = al & S- sl 2 ee |. fsSpecial Magistrates. § 2s eee] £ a eee § |25 ay E lds eee| gi22|2is| 2 [2b 288) |se 288) 3 [Se lz8ea} ais 2] S| alg 2] S 1788-2] 3 14a 3-8

Clinch, James - 1 St. Catherine's - | 20 5 34 21 8 7) 38] 33 - |dead.Ramsay, Willem _-| ditto - | Police Duty. | 270] 17] 161 ‘PoliceDuty. 10 3M‘Leod, A.N.- =~| St. Doroth -) 55| 18) ar] aa} 13 Si 48] 17] °>11 | 43] 12 7Baynes, E.D. - +] Saint John’s -| 41| 13 9} 53] 14] 10, 971] a2] a2 7o!| 177 10Baynes, Thomas ¢ |5t.Tho* in theVale} 73] 20 8] 92) 91) 17] 80] a7 g{ vot 8} 1%Jones, S.W. = | ditto - oe] 53, 7) 3) 71 az} 7} zal ast 7] 79] 14] 14Dillon, Andrew - -j} Saint Ann -11279| 42] 37]120] 30] 28] 161] g4] 39 107 | 27] 24Laidlaw, Henry - — e- -{| 89) 231 at] 641 a9 71 83] 41 G6} 78) 267 11Rawlinson, 8S. - = - — 7 *c] By 44) 7] 47) 16] of 54] 13] gt go] 17] 9Sowley, W. H. - . _ . -}] 98] 19 &{ 81] 12 6} 104] 171 10[ 87 13 4Marlton, W.F.- -{|St.Mary- -] 82] 28] ao] 88 39]; 23) 93} 23] 16} 425] 2147 16Jackson, James - - _~ - -| 159} 20 2} 74] 14 7) 35 5 2] 65| 12 9Thomas,J.R. - = - — + = | 68}! 30! 16] 68] 16 91 59] 19] 10] 937 7 3Walsh, Henry ~- - - - -| 86] 24 §{| Jo} 16 8} 88] 20] 16] 147] 93 23Alley, W.H. - ~ | Manchester -{ 43] 11 31 50 9 31 53 5} - 86] 12 5Colebrooke, Thomas - — - -}| 98] 26] so} 7o} 19 8} 115] so} 13] 107] 24] 25Welch, Arthur - - _ - -[ 110] 38] a4{/102/ a9] 27| 62 15 | 14} 111] 80] 19Dillon, T. A. + = -| Clarendon -{| 64] 134 8{ 65] 13] 13] 86] 13] 10] 68 9 6Langrishe, R. J. - _ - -| 84] 26] 13] 106] 27] 14} 412 30 | a2] 1004 27] 21Haly,R.S. - - — - =| 7} a8 4] 45] 12 9} - 17| 10] 63 7 4Nolan, James «| Vere - ~ {102 30) 97] 102) 35] 301 54| 20 19] 107] go] 28Connor, N. A. - - Vkineston . Has no Estates in Kingston.
Norcott, William —- ingston - Has no Estates in Kingston.
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RECAPITULATION : JAMAICA.

Miles travelled in the | Number of Estates in the preeding Ca which
Month ofMay. visited in May. there were no Complaints.

The Post to 7th May —s - 31583 932 538
Ditto - 14th — - 3,452 839 540
Ditto - gist — - 3449 846 542

Ditto - 28th — : 3,712 823 538

Toran s« «= - 14,196 3,440 2,158   
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— No. 48, —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Right BARBADOES.
Hon. E. G. Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 1 June 1833. No.48

I am happy to report the Islands of the Windward Government continue
tranquil.

Ireturned from visiting Grenada and St. Vincent late yesterday evening,
and the packet sails early to-morrow.
Some restlessness lately discovered itself at St. Vincent, but was promptly

yet temperately met by Captain Tyler, the Lieutenant-governor ; and though
i have no immediate uneasiness about that Island, you will find by another
Report (of this date, “St. Vincent’), I deemed it prudent to adopt precau-
tionary military arrangements.

 

— No. 49. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the RightHon. E. G. Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 13 July 1833.

THE opportunity of a private ship to-morrow enables me to acknowledge the No. 49.honour of your Circular Letter of the 13th ultimo, enclosing the Resolutions of .The House of Commons on the Negroes’ Freedom Bill,
I received it yesterday, and showed it to several Members of Council, to

whom, as well as the House of Assembly, it will be formally communicated
immediately.

Previous to this, both branches had met to remonstrate against your first pro-position, a loan of 15 millions.
The compensation of 20 millions will, I hope and think, give a great dealmore satisfaction; my only fear is the first ebullition of joy destroying regu-larity and industry, and a general rush to the capital, Bridge Town.

__ There being no police, I have made a military disposition for the publictranquillity, by which the town will be completely commanded by regulars,
I ain going round the Island immediately, to review the militia and to see theslaves at the principal estates, that I may personally explain to them the bless-ing that is coming to them, and caution them against abusing it; and J trustyou will give me full credit for the zeal and energy with which I will labour tegive effect to this benevolent and noble cause.
78.
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— No. 50. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Right
Hon. E.G. Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 29 July 1833.

Kwowine the anxiety prevailing at home as to the state of the West Indies
generally, I lose no opportunity of reporting to you that of the Windward
Government ; and I am happy to say, we are perfectly quiet.

_My last Despatches from you merely informed me that the heads of your
Bill had passed the Lords.

The proprietors, by seeing compensation substituted for loan, have become
more calm and reasonable, and I anticipate the greatest benefit from their pre-
paring the slaves for the great expected change.

A committee of the House of Assembly and Legislative Council will meet on
the 80th instant, to consider of the most desirable laws to be prepared or
amended for the new state of things, arising from the liberating Act.

By my last Despatches from Sir Evan M‘Gregor, an unruly spirit seems to
exist at St. Christopher’s. Jam by no means satisfied that it has emanated
from any disappointment about the slaves’ expected liberty.

 

— No. 51. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 1 August 1833.

Rererrine to my General Despatch of the 29th ult., I have now the honour
to transmit a copy of a communication from the House of Assembly, contain-
ing their Resolutions upon the proposed measure for the Abolition of Slavery,
agreed to on the 30th ult. :

T have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

Enclosure in No. 51.

Tue House of Assembly has the honourto inform his Excellency the Governor, that his
message of the 15th inst., with Mr. Secretary Stanley’s Circular Despatch, and the Resolu-
tions agreed to by the House of Commons for the abolition of colonial slavery, were, at the
meeting of the House this day, taken into consideration, when certain Resolutions were
unanimously entered into by the House, expressive of its readiness to co-operate in the
proposed plan for the extinctionof negro slavery; a copy of which Resolutions the House
of Assembly respectfully take leave to enclose for the information of his Excellency.

30 July 1833.

 

Resouutions for the AsoLtition of SuaveRy, unanimously agreed to by the House of
Assembly, 30 July 1833.

Resolved, 1st. That this House is ready and willing to co-operate in the Resolutions
adopted by the House of Commons and House of Lords, for the extinction of negro slavery,
provided justice be done to the proprietors of slaves in this Island, in the distribution of the
‘20,000,000 d. voted by Parliament.

Resolved, 2d. That this House is of opinion that the proposed distribution of the
20,000,000/. on a ratio compounded of the amount of exports and number of slaves, will be
unjust in principle, and ruinous to the proprietors of slaves in this Island.

esolved, 3d. That this House, being convinced that the net profit ef agricultural slave
labour in Barbadoes, is inferior to none in any part of the West Indies, are of opinion that
no distribution short of a per capita ratio, will meet the justice of their claims.

Resolved, qth.
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Resolved, 4th. That the joint committee of the Council and Assembly be authorized to
prepare a memorial, founded upon the foregoing Resolutions, and to transmit the same to the
agent of the Island, to be laid before His Majesty’s Government: That the agent be in-
structed*to retain counsel to appear in behalf of the inhabitants of this Colony, before any
tribunal which may be appointed for adjusting the claims of the different Colonies toa
participation in the Parliamentary Grant.

 

— No. 52, —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 30 August 1833,
I nave great pleasure in reporting the general tranquillity of the Windward

Islands.
A few copies of your proposed Abolition Bill have been received by the

principal proprietors, but neither the Assembly nor Legislative Council have
as yet taken it into consideration.

I have reason to think its general provisions are acceptable, but there will
be perhaps some expression of disappointment at the rate of compensation, the
average value of slaves by public sale, for the 10 years preceding 1832, having
beenlow, owing to a vast population of slaves in this Island, and their export
having been long since prohibited; but the principle which, on this great
change, gives proprietors the actual slave value, as if slavery continued un-
touched, is undeniably just, though to one Island it may prove unfortunate.
My last advices from the Governor of the Leeward Islands were dated the

16th inst.

 

~— No. 53.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Right
Hon. E. G. Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 28 Sept. 1833.

I am happy to report the continuance of tranquillity in the government of
the Windward Islands.

I have laid before His Majesty’s Council of this Island the copy of theSlavery Abolition Bill, as amended in the Lords. The Legislature will now,
I conclude, work upon the necessary modifications of the law.
Both the Council and Assembly meet on the 1st proximo, when I shall beable to judge better of their feelings and intentions.
There is evidently a disappointment in the operation of the principle of

compensation ; they can never, I fear, be reconciled to a scheme of distribu-tion which will award them something under 20/. per head, while the newColony of Demerara is said to share upwards of 50/. per head.
It unfortunately also happens, that the Legislature of this Island always gives

atone and feeling to her small neighbours, where however the distributionvil not be so unfavourable, as they have never had any excess of slaveabour.
It is said that a violent and very leading member of the House intends topropose that they should comply with the law only so far as may be necessaryto secure the compensation money, and then that the proprietors should eman-cipate their slaves themselves, so as to avoid any further responsibility towardsthem.
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— No. 54. —

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 11 October 1833.

I sre to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th ult., enclosing
His Majesty’s Proclamation announcing the period and fact of the abolition of
slavery.
As I have only the opportunity of a chance private ship, I am only enabled

to report, that I have laid these documents before the Council ; and that they
will be sent down to the House of Assembly, at their next meeting on the 15th
inst., by special message, the result of which I hope to communicate by the first
packet.

I have, &c.

(signed) § Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 55,—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Right
Hon. E. G. Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 29 Oct. 1833.

REFExRING to my last Despatches, I have now the honour to enclose copy of
my Message, conveying to His Majesty’s Council and the House ofAssembly
of this Island, the Act of Parliament for the abolition of slavery, together with
the replies of those-bodies.

It may be inferred from the answer of the Council, that the Legislature will
not enter into any modification of the present slave laws until they are pro-
vided with copies of the Orders in Council, which it is proposed to issue for
the guidance of the Crown Colonies.

 

—No. 56.—

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Right
Hon. E. G. Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 25 Nov. 1833.

I po myself the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 19th
ultimo, enclosing a paper containing a plan of laws and regulations on which
the proposed Order in Council will be formed, for carrying into effect the Abo-
lition Act, and by which it is desirable the representative Legislatures should
be guided.

I beg to acquaint you, that I lost no time in making the necessary commu-
nication of these documents to His Majesty’s Council and to the House of
General Assembly here, and in transmitting them for the same purpose to the
Lieutenant-governors of the other Islands.

A committee of both branches of the Legislature here had been some time
since appointed to take into consideration the Abolition Act, but they sus-
pended proceedings until they received the Orders in Council. They will now
meet on the 27th instant, and I hope will commence in good earnest modifying
existing laws, and adopting others necessary to meet the great change which
the Abolition Act must produce, in a few months more, on the largest portion
of our population.
A full consideration of the proposed plan of management for the apprentices,

particularly in the powers of the penal enactments, has given me great confi-
dence in their practical adoption.
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— No. 57.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 21 November 1833.
REFERRING to my confidential letter dated the 30th October last, I expresseda wish, in the 7th paragraph, to be early furnished with authority from His

Majesty for the appointment of special magistrates.
My construction under this Act was, that I could locally create any addi-

tional number of magistrates I found necessary, only that they could not be
paid from home.
The Attorney-general here has corrected my construction, and leads me to

believe, that the special magistrates may be generally commissioned, but that
the general magistrates cannot be specially commissioned to have any duties
between masters and slaves.
The law of course admits of no discretion, or I could have found humane and

experienced gentlemen to have entered upon these duties with great benefit tothe public..
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 58. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor
Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing Street, 17 December 1833.
AS I find that some doubts have arisen whether it is the intention of HisMajesty’s Government that any gentlemen belonging to or being proprietorsin the Colonies should be appointed as special magistrates under the 14th clauseof the Slavery Abolition Act, I think it right to inform you, that although thestipends granted by Parliament to a limited number of these magistrates, wereprovided with a view of enabling His Majesty to send from this conntry indi-viduals properly qualified for those offices, wholly unconnected with the Colonies,and who should devote themselves entirely to the discharge of their magisterialfunctions; yet it was not the intention of Parliament, or of His Majesty'sGovernment, to confine the special commissions to persons thus selected. Youwill therefore be at liberty, as soon as the Legislature of Barbadoes shail haveenacted the necessary laws relating to the proposed system of apprenticeship,to nominate as special magistrates for the Island of Barbadoes, without stipends,such and so many gentlemen belonging to, or proprietors in the Island, as youmay think necessary or advisable, for the effective performance of the dutiesimposed on the special magistracy by the Slavery Abolition Act.

Iam, &c.

(signed) E.G. Stanky.

 

—No. 59.—

Cory of a.DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Governor
Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 13 January 1834.IN your Despatch of the 21st of November last, you inform me that you areled to believe that, under the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, although specialmagistrates may be generally commissioned, general magistrates cannot bespecially commissioned.
Although I conceive it to be most probable that my Despatch of the 17th
278. ult. will
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ult. will have removed from your mind all doubts upon this subject, yet to pre-
vent the possibility ofany misunderstanding, I take this opportunity ofacquaint-

ing you, that you are at liberty to address a special commission to any magis-
trate, acting under a general commission, who may be willing to undertake the

duties of a special magistrate, and whose services in that capacity you may
consider as likely to be useful.

I have, &c.
(signed) E.G. Stanley.

 

—No.60.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 8 January 1834.

A portion of the negroes may be disappointed and discontented, but on the
large estates and under humane masters they appear cheerful, contented and
industrious; and I have no apprehension whatever of any combinations or
violence.

I purpose preparing for circulation alittle abstract of what the Act will do for
them to improve their condition, and of the obligations it imposes on them as
apprentices, towards their masters. But we have no posts or means of dispatch-
ing letters to the estates ; and nothing can ever be read to the slaves but what
their masters approve of.
The holidays have passed off without commotion, and the whole Island is

perfectly tranquil. .

 

—No. 61.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Government House, Barbadoes,

Sir, 22 January 1834.

RerERRING to my despatch of the 8th instant, I have the honour to transmit

copy of a Proclamation which I have this day issued, with the consent of

Council, explaining to the slaves the benefits they will receive, and the obliga-

tions imposed upon them, by the Slavery Abolition Act.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 61.

Barbadoes, ss. A PROCLAMATION,

ByHis Excellency Major-general Sir Lionel Smith, K.C. B., Governor and Commander-

in-Chief of this Island, Chancellor, Ordinary and Vice-Admiral of the same.

Wuerzas I have reason to believe that a considerable portion of the slave population of

this Island have not been made fully acquainted with, or do not rightly understand, either

the benefits which they will receive from the Abolition Act, or the obligations which they

will owe to their masters when they become apprentices in August next; I have thought

fit to address the following information to the slaves, with the view of removing present

misapprehension or future disappointment. .
On the 1st of August next you become free from absolute slavery, and at the same time

you become apprentices, under regular laws, to your present owners. Any offences you

may then commit against your masters will be punished by magistrates sent from England

for the purpose of administering the law between you and them.
All slaves who have been regularly engaged in cultivation, or in the manufacture of

sugar, including all tradesmen, remain apprentices to their masters for six years from the

ist August next, ending in 1840; and all domestic slaves remain apprentices for four years

from the 1st August next, ending in 1838. Th
e



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 57

The reason why labourers and tradesmen havea longer period of apprenticeship than
domestic servants is, that the former class are not required by law to work more than 45
hours in the week; by which you gain extra time equal to one day in every week, except
on emergencies, such as tending cattle and the preservation of your masters’ properties.
The domestic class is not to enjoy this exemption from labour, and therefore their

ap renticeship is shorter than that of labourers.
fyou at any time absent yourselves from your work, or neglect it, you will have to make

the time lost, or neglect so occasioned, to your master.
After the 1st August next no female apprentice can be punished by the whip or cat, or

be imprisoned by their employer's authority; but they will be liable to imprisonment
or hard labour by the magistrates.

All slave children under six years of age on the 1st August next, or who may be born
after that day, become free. ;
The law requires you to support your children so made free; for if you neglect to do so,

they will have to go througha servitude to their mothers’ owners until they attain 21 years
of age.
By the Act of Parliament it will be rendered more easy for you to purchase your

discharge from apprenticeship, than it was your freedom when slaves.
You cannot fail now to understand the advantages secured to you by the King and Par-

liament; but you must be orderly and industrious, and do your duty honestly and faithfully
to your present owners. . . .

he law is strong, and the law will punish you if you do not work.
In England, idle people and those who will not work, are taken up as vagabonds and

vagrants; and the same laws will be in force here.
England is to pay twenty millions of pounds sterling for your gradual freedom. You

can only deserve or understand this blessing by a course of good conduct, by obeying the
laws, and being dutiful to all those entitled to your services, and to whem you will have to
look for the rewards of your labour when you become perfectly free.
Given under my hand and seal at arms, at the Government House, this 2ed day of

January 1834, and in the fourth year of His Majesty’s reign. God save theKing.

 

By His Excellency’s command. (signed) William Husbands,
Secretary.

—No. 62.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary ‘Stanley to Governor Sir Lionel
| Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 2 April 1834.
I wave to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Despatch dated the 2¢d January,enclosing copy ofa proclamation which you issued to the slaves in Barbadoes,explanatory of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery; and 1 have to convey toyou my approval of the proclamation.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. G. Stanley.

 

—No. 63.—

Corr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, '7 April 1834.
I wave at length the honour to transmit you a transcript of the BarbadoesAbolition Bill, which, as it has a suspending clause, I have assented to, afterevery endeavour on my part to induce the Legislature to pass a better Bill.1 could not easily express my extreme disappointment that the Legislaturewould not imitate the safe example of Jamaica, whose Bill they saw recognizedin His Majesty’s gracious Speech; and oftwo other Islands ofthis Government,that have closely followed it; and I express this regret not in anger, but insorrow, as regards the interests of the great body of proprietors, and the poorslaves, among whom I apprehend the most ‘serious consequences, if the-fetention of arbitrary power should defeat their just hopes of amelioration, or8.

disappoint

BARBADOES.

No. 62.

No. 63.

Act printed
in Appendix (B.)

No. 8

185.



186

BARBADOES.

Enclosure 1,
in No. 63.

Enclosure 2,
in No. 63.

58 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

disappoint the promises held out to them by the British Act and several
proclamations arising from that instrument.

Acknowledging myself warmly interested in the cause of this much-injured
people, it is very probable I may have expected too much for them; I there-
fore respectfully beg leave to point your attention to my message and detailed
remarks in objection, after I had been allowed a private perusal of the Bill; and
you will, 1 hope, be satisfied with the temperate and conciliatory tone adopted
by both parties.

In a final meeting of the Assembly, they struck out the power claimed by
the Council, of flogging apprenticed children of both sexes, by employers, up
to 12 years of age, seeing it would be fatal to the Bill; and the Council
ultimately yielded to its erasure. This brought the transaction to a close.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 63.

MESSAGE from the Governor. ;

Government House, 26 March 1894.
I nave availed myself of the opportunity I have had of privately perusing the proposed

Bill for the Abolition of Slavery, to make some remarks upon the various clauses it con-
tains; and as I propose forwarding them to the Secretary of State, with the Bill, if it
remains in its present state, 1 have deemed it an act of justice to the Colonial Legislature
to communicate the remarks to them, in the sincere and anxious hope, ‘that having
a present opportunity of amending many of the provisions of the Bill, the Legislature wil
avail themselves of it, and thus remove the difficulties which may otherwise impede the
allowance of the Vill.

I need scarcely add, that in framing these remarks, I have made no attempt to point out
mere clerical errors, or to assume the office ofa critic. My sole object in addressing them
to the Legislature, ig to act in the spirit of my instructions from His Majesty, and to offer
to them every assistance in my power, towards carrying into effect the intentions of the
British Parliament; and I trust I may be allowed to take credit for the spirit of frankness
and candour with which I make my present communication.

Ihave the hor:our, therefore, to hand you the remarks referred to, and to add, that
although I cannot approve of the proposed Bill in its present form, | shall nevertheless
deem it my duty, as there is a suspending clause in the Bill, to give my formal assent to it,
in order that no delay may be interposed to its transmission to His Majesty’s Government.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 63.

The Governor’s REMARKS on the Barbadoes Abolition Act.

Sect. 3. RerpucnantT to the British Act, inasmuch’ as slaves who have been in England

are declared free from the passing of that Act, and the proposed Act only makes them free
from the passing thereof. Thus all releases effected by virtue of the British law are nullified
by the local law. ; . . .

Sect. 4. This clause contains an addition to the British Act, “ or otherwise engaged in

labour or occupations not continuous,” the application or purpose of which is not clearly

defined. The latter part of this clause is repugnant to the British Act, in not giving, in
point of time, the same retrospective effect, to determine the occupations of classes; and

further objectionable, in leaving the power of change of classes entirely in the hands of

employers, without the concurrence of the special magistrates.
Sect. 5. Has the same objection as the latter part of the 4th. .
Sect. 6. Objectionable; as the registrar is made the only person to fix the apprentice

classes when disputed, and no appeal is left to the slave, if dissatisfied with that officer's
decision; a defect which requires remedy, byallowing an appeal to be made by an appren-
ticed labourer to the special magistrate, to show, if he be able, that the decision of the
registrar is wrong, and the rules for regulating the proceedings on such appeals either left to

be settled by the Governor in Council, or to be established by this Act. .

Sect. 10. The amount of the fee to be paid may operate to prevent an apprenticed

labourer obtaininga certificate, as it will be a tax of 1s. 6d. upon a single name.
Sect. 12. The words “ or any injury” may be made to embrace many and various acts of

slight aggression; and when the comprehensive sense of the word “injury” isconsidered,

the Legislature may be inclined to revise this clause. Moreover, it is repugnant to the

4th sect. of the British Act, and is nullified by the concluding part of the 16th sect. of that

Act. ,
~ Sect. 13. The latter part of the clause which applies to children under 12 years of age,

is
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is inconsistent with sect. 5 of the British Act, which requires some uniform regulation forthe period of labour, except in the cases mentioned in sect. 22,

Sect. 14. The words “ any predial apprenticed labourer who may be employed in theprotection of any crops,” appear to be too comprehensive, and render it necessary, if re-tained, that provision should be made for subjecting the contract to the a proval of thespecial justice, in the first instance, instead of being referred to him only on disagreement;otherwise this clause will nut correspond with sect. 21 of the British Act.Sect. 15. The special magistrate should be a party to judge of the emergency and settlethe terms of remuneration.
Sect. 21. A right to appeal to the King in Council should be preserved in this clause, andthe Legislature will perceive that some alteration is necessary to secure the applicant aready and cheap mode of procedure; otherwise the application may subject the party tovery heavy expense, and in some cases the whole sum may be absorbed in law expenses.Sect. 24. The words “ provided the child be under the age of 12 years” confuse themeaning of the clause, and are not to be found in sect. 9 of the British Act, which it other-wise follows. The regulation also of particular labour in this clause is contrary to clause gof the British Act, and ought only to Be enforced with the privity or sanction of the specialmagistrate.
Sect. 27. In the latter part, a question arises who is to maintain apprentices under con-finement in places used as public prisons, as the prison or place of confinement mentionedin the subsequent clause 114 may be restricted to places answering that description onestates, and used as domestic prisons only,
Sect. 32. The allowances proposed to be substituted in lieu of fish and clothing shouldbe fixed with the knowledge and consent of the special magistrate,Sect. 34. In consequence of this clause, apprentices belonging to small proprietors inany number from one to 39, and who are generally the worst treated, have no provisionwhatever in case of sickness, though the British Act, sect. 11, requires all employers tofurnish medicines and medical attendance as heretofore. This clause is therefore repugnantto the British Act.
Sect. 36. The provision of this clause is so liable to be eluded, that I earnestly recom-mend its reconsideration, and the insertion of the word “ nightly” after “ shall,” in thethird line of the clause, and the words “for each and every omission” after the word“ penalty,” in lieu of the words “ in default thereof.” And this clause is also repugnant tothe 11th sect. of the British Act.
Sect. 42. It will be physically impossible for the special magistrate to attend every estate,as thus required. Delinquents should be sent to his office, as in the Order of Council, Pp 4,art. 2 and 3; and as each estate may have one or more constables upon it, the proprietorsmay readily have the delinquents corrected. The proposed law in its present shape un-avoidably retards justice to others, in the case of there being several complaints on the sameday from different parts of the district,
Sect. 55. This provision may be an improvement on the present practice of courts ofjustice; but as it is new, and applies to cases of complaints between employers and appren-ticed labourers, and places the latter in a worse position when seeking justice than freepeople similarly circumstanced are in, the Legislature will perceive that some alteration isnecessary.

Sect. 26. An apprenticed labourer should be at liberty to save herself or himself fromcorporal punishment, by being allowed to pay the fine, as prescribed for free persons dis-obeying summonses.
Sect. 57. Such alterations should, I think, be subjected to His Majesty’s approval, in thespirit of art. 26, p. 7, Order of Council.
Sect. 58. The penalties imposed by this clause appear to be repugnant to the British- Act, in reserving the power of punishment to employers without the privity of the specialmagistrate ; and the apprenticed labourer should have the opportunity of showing that hiscause of absence might have been unavoidable and reasonable.Sect. 59. It may be presumed that the use of the words “ wounded or injured in com-mitting or attempting to commit any assault, robbery or burglary, or any other injury,”has reference to the powers heretofore exercised by watchmen under clause 41 of the Con-solidated Slave Act, and may be construed to imply an authority to them to retain theSame power: it may, therefore, be deemed necessary to revise ihis clause, and for theLegis-lature to declare that it has no such implied meaning, as the clauses 111 and 112 rendersuch powers now unnecessary. Further, the penalties imposed by this clause are severe,when the comprehensive sense of the other words, “ other unlawful acts,” is considered.Sect. 65. The proviso to this clause does not follow the 2oth clause of the BritishAct,which extends the period of the apprenticeship only in certain cases, and in a modifiedmanner.
Sect. 66. The offences here enumerated should be inquired into before a specialmagis-trate, and a discretionary power given to him for mitigating the punishments,Sect. 67. The word “ wilfully” seems to be accidentally omitted in the first part, afterthe word “shall.” See also observation to clause 66, which applies here with equal force.The conviction of the offences mentioned in the latter part of this clause ought to be before& special justice of the peace, and a discretion given him of mitigating thepunishment,Sect. 70. After the words “ nor to authcrize any justice of the peace,” in the middle ofthe sentence, the words “ nor any other person or persons” appear to be accidentally omitted,and the concluding proviso in this clause is opposed to the 17th clause of the British Act.It appears to be the intention of the Legislature, by this clause, to do away with the stocks,278.
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or the use of irons asinstruments of punishment. But I venture to suggest the expedien
of prohibiting the use of either, on any pretence whatever, on estates, in order to avoid ail
possible misconstruction of legislative intention.

Sect. 86. It has been found, in executing the present law, that where a fine has been
carried as high as 1002. currency, it is insufficient to control violent persons against ex-
treme punishment of negroes, A discretion should, therefore, be left with the special
magistrate to increase the fine.

Sect. 89. The proviso in this clause will have a direct tendency to prevent the apprenticed
labourer seeking justice; and his liberty to do so ought not to be checked, by obliging bim
in the first instance to apply for a pass from his master; and the 52d clause makes ample
provision for punishing frivolous complaints.

Sect. 90. Power should be given to the special justice to entertain the complaint beyond
this period, if satisfactory reason can be shown for the delay.

Sect. 93. The law is intended to operate exclusively upon apprenticed labourers, and is
so headed and denominated. The insertion of the words “ and other persons” may lead to
considerable difficulties, and include all denominations of persons.

Sect. 95. The Order in Council, p. 16, art. 4, allows the apprenticed labourer the pri-
vilege of resorting to some place of public worship, having with him a written pass for
that purpose, from his employer or the special justice of thedistrict ; and a similar provision
is wanting here.

Sect. 98. A complaint to any justice of the peace is contrary to the British Act, which
provides that no other than special magistrates shall have jurisdiction between apprentices
and employers.

Sect. 100. The same objection as in the 98th clause.
Sect. 101. This provision has been found so oppressive in many instances under the

‘Consolidated Slave Act, that it seems absolutely necessary that a discretion should be given
to the special justice to mitigate the penalty, where such concealment or employment of
apprentices shall appear to the justice not to have been wilful.

ect. 108. By the 18th section ofthe British Act exclusive jurisdiction is given to special
magistrates in cases of breach of obligations between master and apprentice, or apprentice
and master; and the appeal given to the Governor in Council subjects the s ial justices
to a control not contemplated by the British Act. And further, thisclause requires
revision, to authorize the Governor to include justices holding special commissions of the
peace.

Government House, 26 March 1834.
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Tne members of the Legislative Council beg leave respectfully to acknowledge his Excel-
lency’s obliging statement of the objections he entertains to several of the clauses and pro-
visions of the Slavery Abolition Bill, now in committee at their board.
The Council feel extremely anxious to render this Bill in every respect acceptable to his

Excellency and the British Government; and they have cheerfully adopted several impor-
tant alterations suggested by his Excellency. They have, at the same time, taken the liberty
of explaining that some of the objections made by his Excellency to particular clauses, are
effectually obviated by special enactments already contained in the Bull.

It is a matter of unfeigned regret that any point, not perfectly according with his Excel-
lency’s views, should still remain. His Excellency cannot fail, however, to bear in mind the
purport of certain Despatches received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, exone-
rating the Legislature from a servile imitation of the Orders in Council framed for the regu-
lation of the Crown Colonies; and thereby casting on the Colonial Authorities the heavy
responsibility of framing Acts for the Abolition of Slavery, and for providing against the
emergencies of the new state of society therefrom resulting, which Acts are required to be
applicable to the peculiar circumstances of each Colony, and qualified to ward off the
disorder and confusion to be dreaded from a change so sudden and extensive in the condi-
tion of the great mass of the population.
The Council beg to assure his Excellency, that in this labour they have cautiously ab-

stained from any violation of the Act 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73; and that when they have not
been able to employ the words of that Act, they have invariably endeavoured to preserve
inviolate the principles developed therein, in the several communications on the subject
from His Majesty’s Government. They beg to add, that in a conference which has
taken place between the deliberative branches of the Legislature, his Excellency’s observa-
tions have been made known to the honourable House of Assembly; and the Council feel
confident that the alterations they have made in the Bill, will be acceded to.
The Council cannot conclude without respectfully tendering to his Excellency their

thanks for the explanation he has made in this stage of their proceedings, which has been
greatly beneficial to the interests of the country, in so far as it has opened a favourable o
portunity for several material alterations in the Bill; and they trust that in the form in
which it will now be laid before his Excellency, it will be such as to merit his favourable
consideration, should it fail to secure his unqualified approbation. The Council feel con-
fident that his Excellency’s candour will secure to them the transmission of their reply,
together with the objections which his Excellency has signified his intention of sending for:

war
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ward with the Bill, by which it may appear to His Majesty’s Government, as they trust itdoes to his Excellency the Governor, that they have been actuated by an ardent and sinceredesire of accomplishing the important measure of‘emancipation in a safe and effectual man-ner; and that in thosepoints where they have not acceded to his Excellency’s recommen-dation, they have not been influenced by partial considerations, but that they have endea-voured equally to promote the good and to protect the interests of all classes of the com-munity.

Council Chamber, Barbadoes, 1 April 1834.
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The REPLY of the Councit to the Governor’s Remarks upon the Abolition Act.

Sect. 3. Tuts clause has been misunderstood. It does not limit the benefit thereby con-ferred to the period of the passing of the Act, but enacts “« That all slaves who may at anytime previous to the passing of the Act have been carried from this Island with the consentof their possessors, into any part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; andall slaves and apprenticed labourers who ma hereafter, with the like consent, be carriedfrom this Island into any part of the UnitedKingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, arehereby declased to be absolutely and entirely free and discharged from all slavery orapprenticeship ;” thereby extending the boon to some individuals whose case was not em-braced by the Act of Parliament, without any limitation as to the time at which they becomefree.
Sect. 4. The words “ or otherwise engaged in occupations not continuous” were intro-duced in this clause, for the purpose of defining more clearly the principle upon which thedistinction of classes appears to have been founded, namely, that those persons who fromthe nature of their occupations would be required to render continuous services to their em-ployers, being thereby precluded from the enjoyment of one-fourth of their time for theirown benefit during their apprenticeship, shouldbe indemnified for this privation by havingthe term of their servitude abridged. The retrospective operation of the Act of Parliament,in determining the occupation of classes, was no doubt intended to defeat collusion. Twelvemonths before the passing of the Barbadoes Act fulfils this purpose; inasmuch.as it reachesto a period when the. proposed arrangement was not known in this country, and could nottherefore be collusively evaded. The Jamaica Act, which has ‘been approved: of by theGovernment, has a clause of the same tenor.
The latter part of the clause has been so amended as toobviatehis Excellency's objection.Sect. 5. Answered above.
Sect. 6. A proviso has been added to the 1oth section, giving an appeal from the deci-sion of the registrar, if the apprentice be dissatisfied with his award.Sect. 10. It appears to the Council that it would be unreasonable to require a publicofficer who pays a clerks and buys his stationery out of his own pocket, to do the businessof private individuals without remuneration. The very trifling fee of one quarter dollar,could never, in point of fact, be an obstacle to the poorest apprentice obtaining a certificate.Sect. 12, The Council have inserted the word “serious” before the word “ injury,” toguard against the abuse alluded to by the Governor, although the words “ or othergrossmisdemeanor,” which immediately follow, seem to mark sutticiently the character of theoffences to which the clause relates. The Council regret extremely that the Governorshould consider the power given by this clause to remove non-predials into the class ofpredials, upon conviction for certain crimes, repugnant to the Act of Parliament, since itappears to the Council that such a provision is indispensable to the peace and comfort, andeven to the safety, of every family in the Island. Could it be the intention of the BritishParliament, that an employer should be compelled to retain a butler who had been convictedof theft; a coachman who, having become an habitual drunkard, endangers his master’sfamily; or even a cook who may have attempted to infuse poison into his food? If it besaid that the Act of Parliament does not prohibit his employer from dismissing his domes-tics, let it be considered that the discharge of a domestic, without the power of employinghim in preedial labour, would be in effect. to reward his crimes by abrogating his servitude.This power is very strictly guarded ; it is only upon conviction for crime that it can beexercised,

, Sect.13. The daily labour of apprentices under 12 years of age is limited to7 § hours,in order to allow sufficient time in each day for their instruction. The week y holidaywhich is secured to the older slaves, would be of very questionable advantage to childrenunder 12,
Sect. 14. The power of referring the question of remuneration to the special justice, wherethe terms are not approved of by the apprentice, seems quite sufficientto protect him againstany injustice or oppression. When there is no ‘disagreement, and both parties are satis-fied, why give this unnecessary trouble?

_ This clause is not repugnant to the 21st section of the Act of Parliament, which sanc-tions the continuous employment of persons engaged in the protection of properly, even onunday, and makes no allusion to the interposition of the special justice. ;Sect. 15. To render the sanction of the special justice necessary in this case would, in278.
many
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many instances which admit of no delay, defeat the benefit of the provision. This clause .
differs from the 6oth section of the Jamaica Act in nothing, except that the Barbadoes Act
secures to the apprentice compensation for the extra hours he is compelled to labour, which
the Jamaica Act does not.

Sect. 21. The Council have cancelled that part of this clause which makes the decision
of the Governor and Council final; thereby leaving the right of appeal open: and the
clause has been altered accordingly. Although in such cases as those alluded to by the
Governor there could be no appeal ; the sum in dispute would not reach the amount limited
by the Royal instructions.
The Council can devise no form of procedure less expensive than the one here prescribed.

They would cheerfully have availed themselves of any suggestion of his Excellency for the
better accomplishment of this object. This, however, is a point in which the apprenticed
labourer has no interest.

Sect. 24. The words “provided the child be under the age of 12 years” were meant to
limit the restriction to that period of life when the care and protection of the parent were
necessary to the child. It has been extended to 18.
To prohibit the hiring out of surplus labour would be a decree of ruin to many small pro-

prietors, who do not possess as much land as would raise food sufficient for the mainte-
nance of their people. Such proprietors can only be reimbursed for the expense of main-
taining their slaves or apprentices, by hiring them out to cultivate neighbouring lands, in
which labour they enjoy the sameprivileges and protection as if they were employed in cul-
tivating their master’s property. The Act of Parliament, by creating a class of unattached
predials, virtually sanctions this regulation.

Sect. 27. The Council have inserted a provision, in order to express more clearly what
was the intention of the Legislature. This has been provided for in the Police Bill which
is before the Legislature. ‘The 114th section obliges the employer to provide food for any
apprentice confined in a domestic prison.

ect. 32. The Governor’s recommendation is adopted.
Sect. 34. The objection to this clause unfounded, and could only have arisen from inad-

vertency in perusing the clause. After directing that all persons who have 40 apprenticed
labourers and upwards shall employ a medical practitioner to attend not less than once
in each week, it goes on to enact “ that every other person entitled to the services of any
apprenticed labourer, shall be and he is hereby required to provide medical assistance for
every such apprenticed labourer, when necessary.”

Sect. 36. The words recommended by the Governor have been adopted. The Council is
at a loss to conceive in what respect this clause is repugnant to section 11 of the Act of
Parliament.

Sect. 42. It is only when insubordination of a “ serious nature ” occurs, which must be
sworn to, that the special magistrate is required to attend: and although this duty may
appear arduous, it is a great mitigation of the duty imposed on those officers by the gd sec-

tion, cap. 2, of the Order in Council, which enjoins “ that every magistrate shall once in
each fortnight, or oftener if need be, repair to such plantation within his district, upon which
ten or more apprenticed labourers shall he employed.” _

Sect. 55. This objection is unfounded, and must also be attributed to inadvertency. Far

from “ placing the apprenticed labourer in a worse position, when seeking justice, than
free people similarly circumstanced,” this clause makes a special exception in favour of this
class, exempting them from the payment of the fee.

Sect. 56. This clause is so amended as to render the apprenticed labourer liable to cor-
poral punishment, only in case he shall fail to pay the fine.

Sect. 67. This recommendation has been adopted.
Sect. 58. Sect.70 and 86 repel this construction. The former limits the jurisdiction, in all

matters between employers and apprentices, to the special justice exclusively; the latter

prohibits the employer absolutely from inflicting any description of punishment, by whip-
ping, imprisonment or otherwise, upon an apprenticed labourer, except in the case of infants
under 12 years of age.

Sect. 59. This clause has been struck out.
Sect. 65. There was no intention to deviate from the Act of Parliament in this clause:

accordingly the 2oth section of the British Act has been literally copied.
Sect. 66. This objection arises from a misconception of the Barbadoes Act, as has been

already explained by reference to clauses 70 and 86.
Sect. 67. Such a phrase as a “ wilful act of carelessness” appears to the Councila pal-

able solecism in language. Carelessness in an act surely implies the absence of intention.
The wilful injury of property by the use of fire is a felony, and not the offence contemplated
by this clause. This clause does require that the apprentice “ shall be adjudged in the
discretion of the special justice” before whom he or she be convicted, &c.

Sect. 70. The first part of this clause prohibits generally all other persons, except special
justices, from inflicting punishment by whipping, imprisonment, &c. upon apprentices.
The very limited power of punishing children which is sanctioned by this clause, being no
more than is necessary for their own good, ag all experience proves from the days of Solo-

mon to the present time, cannot be considered contrary to the spirit and design of the Act
of Parliament. The Council feeling satisfied that the primary object of the British Govern-
ment, in reference to the emancipation, has been to render that measure safe and beneficial

to all parties, can entertain no doubt that they will sanction the exercise of an authority so

indispensable to moral discipline, and which in this case can hardly ever be employed for
any other purpose.

Sect. 86.
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Sect. 86. The argument of this objection would go to show the inefficacy of all humanpunishment for the prevention of crime, since the infliction of death has not proved suffi-cient to abolish murder and other capital crimes, The Council are not disposed to trustmuch discretionary power to the summary decisions of a single magistrate, especially as thelaw having rendered the striking of an apprentice by his employer illegal, the party mayhave his remedy at common law for an assault. The Order in Council, p. 13, 8. 13, limitsthe penalty in this case to § /., leaving to the special justice no such discretionary power ashere recommended.
Sect. 89. The proviso in this clause cannot have the tendency attributed to it; becausean apprentice having applied for a pass, is at liberty to go without it if it be refused. Theobject of requiring him to make this application in the first instance, is simply that theemployer may have notice of the complaint; while, at the same time, he has no power torevent it.

P Sect. 90. The period has been extended, in compliance with the Governor’s suggestion.Sect. 93. Amended, in compliance with the Governor's suggestion.
Sect. 95. Objection unfounded. This clause makes an express exeeption in favour ofanapprentice going to and from a place of public worship, even without a pass,Beet, 98. Objection unfounded. The complaint which is here directed to be heard byany justice of the peace, does not relate to a case between employer and apprentice, butbetween the employer and the Secretary of the Island. The o ence of the apprenticereferred to in the Jatter part of this clause, is made cognizable by a special justice only.Sect. 100. Here again the offence referred to, is by any person not being an apprenticedlabourer, and is of course within the jurisdiction of any justice of the peace for the bodyof the Island; and like the preceding, one in which the special justice has no jurisdiction.Sect. 101. The word “clandestinely” was introduced into the clause to prevent theoppressive construction which the Council are aware has too often been put upon the Actfor which this clause is substituted. The Council have added the words “ or fraudulently ”after the word “ clandestinely,” which they conceive will remove the evil pointed out by hisExcellency.

Sect. 108. The constitutional privilege of appeal not being abrogated by anypart of theAct of Parliament, it is to be presumed does, in fact, remain; and therefore the BarbadoesAct, although more explicit upon this point than the British Act, may be considered instrict accordance with it, There is nothing in this clause to prevent the Governor fromincluding justices holding special commission, in the general commission.
Council Chamber, Barbadoes, 1 April 1834.

 

— No. 64. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Lefevre to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 7 June 1834.
IN the unavoidable absence of Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, I have receivedhis directions to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 7th ofApril,enclosing an Act passed by the Legislature of Barbadoes, intituled * An Act forthe Abolition of Slavery, for the government of Apprenticed Labourers, andfor ascertaining and enforcing the reciprocal Duties between them and theirEmployers.”
Although it appears to His Majesty’s Government that there are severalpoints in that Act which require modification and amendment, in order tocarry into full effect the intentions of the Imperial Parliament; yet as the Actcontains a suspending clause, and cannot therefore have the force of lav untilHis Majesty's decision shall have been pronounced upon it, and as much incon-venience might accrue to the Colony of Barbadoes, in case there should be nolaw in operation for the government of apprenticed labourers in that colony onthe ist August next, His Majesty has been advised to confirm the Act, and Iam accordingly directed to transmit to you an Order in Council to that effect.
I am further to acquaint you, that Mr. Spring Rice will take the earliestopportunity of communicating with you in detail respecting the modificationsand amendments to which I adverted.

I have, &c.

(signed) John Lefevre.

278.
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Enclosure in No. 64.

At the Court at St. James’s, the 5th of June 1834;

Present, The Kine’s most Excellent Masesry in Council.

Wuereas the Governor of His Majesty’s Island of Barbadoes, with the Council and
Assembly of the said Island, did pass an Act in the month of April last, which was reserved
for the signification of His Majesty’s pleasure, intituled asfollows ; viz. “An Act for the
Abolition of Slavery, for the government of Apprenticed Labourers, and.for ascertainingand
enforcing the reciprocal Duties between themand:their Employers ;” which Act havin
been reterred to the Committee of the Lords of His Majesty’s most honourable Privy
Council appointed for the consideration of all matters relating to Trade and Foreign Planta-
tions, the said Lords of the Committee have reported as their opinion to His Majesty that
the said Act should receive His Majesty’s royal. confirmation :—His Majesty was thereupon
this day pleased, by and with the advice ofthis Privy Council, to declare His confirmation
of the said Act, and the same is hereby confirmed, ratified and finally enactedaccordingly :
Whereof the Governor, Lieutenant-governor or Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s
Island of Barbadoes, for the time being, and allother persons whom it may concern, are to-
take notice and govern themselves accordingly.

(signed) C.C. Greville.

 

—No. 65.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor
Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 12 August 1834,
IN my Despatch of the 7th June last: I: intimated to you, that although it

appeared to His Majesty’s Government that there were several points in the
Barbadoes Act for the Abolition of Slavery which required modification and
amendment, in order to carry into full effect the intentions of the Imperial
Parliament ; yet as the Act contained a suspending clause, and could not there-
fore have the force of law until His Majesty's. decision should have been: pro-
nounced upon it, and -as much inconvenience might accrue to the Colony of
Barbadoes in case there should be no law in operation for the government of
apprenticed labourers in that ‘Colony on the Ist August, His Majesty had been
advised to confirm the Act: and I at the same time informed you that it was my
intention to take the earliest opportunity ofcommunicating with you in detail
respecting those modifications and amendments.

Believing as I do that the Legislature of Barbadoes have endeavoured to
carry into effect the intentions of Parliament, not only as respects the main.
and important object of the Abolition of Slavery, but also as relates to the
supplementary laws, which in the preamble of the 16th sec. of the Slavery
Abolition Act, passed. by the Imperial Parliament, were indicated as necessary
to complete the system of apprenticeship; believing also, that as to those points
in which the Legislature of Barbadoes has deviated from the provisions of the
model draft sent out for their consideration in October last, such deviations
have for the most part originated solely in considerations arising out of the local
eculiarities of the Island, it would have afforded me very sinceregratification
ad I been enabled to convey to you that full and entire approbation -of the

Act by His Majestyin Council, which Parliament has .declared to be necessary
in order to entitle each Colony to its respective share ofthe compensation fund
voted by Parliament.

Fortunately, however, the defects in the Act now before me, which have
precluded His Majesty from adopting that course, are neither numerous nor
difficult of removal; and I feel assured that upon their being pointed out to the
Legislature of Barbadoes, the alterations which it is my duty to suggest will
be most cheerfully adopted. ,

In proceeding to direct your attention to those parts of the Act which
require amendment and modification, I shall divide the subject into two general
heads, namely,

I. As ‘to those portions of the Act which are inconsistent with the Act of
Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery.

If.. How
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Il. How far the supplementary enactments contemplated in the Act ofParliament, and indicated in the preamble of its 16th section, have beeneffectually provided for in the Barbadoes Act.
The 4th section of the Act of Parliament declares that the apprenticedlabourers are to be divided into three classes. The definition therein given ofpredial labourers is, that they are persons who in their state of slavery wereusually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, orotherwise upon lands belonging to their owners (in the case of those attachedto the soil), or on lands not belonging to their owners (in the case of the un-attached). To this definition the 4th section of the Barbadoes Act addsanother in the following words, “or otherwise engaged in labour or occupationsnot continuous.”
Although it is difficult to understand the exact force and meaning of thephrase, yet it is certain that if it has any effect at all, it must transfer to thepredial class individuals who, under the Act of Parliament, would be entitledto be placed in the non-preedial class,
I feel unable to consent to a clause having this objectionable result; for, in-dependently of the just claim which the apprenticed labourer has to be placedprecisely in that position which Parliament has destined for hin, I foresee thatmuch difficulty and litigation would arise from the confliction of the rights andobligations created by the Act of Parliament, with those which are laid down inthe Barbadoes Act.. .I am the less reluctant to urge upon the Legislature of Barbadoes the adop-tion of the Parliamentary definition, because I perceive that the Jamaica Legis-lature have followed that course, and I have received no intimation from thatColony of any resulting inconvenience. I am aware that it is not impossiblethat some of the negroes who, in consequence of the additional definition towhich I have adverted, may have been placed in the predial class, may desireto remain in it ; and I should therefore be disposed to approve ofa clause givingto such negroes the option of being counted aspreedials upon their notifyingtheir wish to that effect in the presence of a magistrate.
By the 4th section of the Act of Parliament, it is provided that no person ofthe age of 12 years and upwards shall, by any Act of Assembly, be included ineither of the two classes of preedial labourers, unless such persons shall, for 12.calendar months at the least next before the passing of the present Act, havebeen habitually employed in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonialroduce.

P In the 4th section of the Act of Assembly the same words are employed.Upon this section you very properly pointed out as an objection, that a newdate had in fact been assumed from which to calculate the period of predialservice which must have elapsed in order to constitute a man # przedial appren-ticed labourer. To-this the Council answered, that though the date is varied,the result will be the same; that Parliament carry back the preedial service to12 months before the 28th of August 1833, merely to defeat collusive changesof occupation, introduced with the view of altering the future destination of alabourer; that by substituting the 8th of A pril 1833 as the period of.com-mencement, that object will be as effectually secured, because at that time theproject of converting slaves into apprenticed labourers being unknown in Bar-badoes, no fraudulent evasion of it can have been effected or contemplated atso early a date.
They add, that the Jamaica Act, which has been approved of by His Majesty’sGovernment, has a clause of the same tenor.
Although I am perfectly satisfied that the alteration of the date was made inperfect good faith, yet as it has in fact rendered the clause inconsistent withthe Act of Parliament, the same reasons which made me object to the altera-tion introduced in the classification of apprentices by means of the additionaldefinition contained in the Barbadoes Act, induce me to expect that the Legis-lature of Barbadoes will agree to adopt the original date contained in the Actof Parliament.
A similar observation is applicable to the 5th section of the Barbadoes Act.As regards the reference made by the Council to the Jamaica Act for theAbolition of Slavery, I have only to observe that His Majesty’s Governmenthave drawn the attention of the Legislature of that Colony to the propriety of.temoving this discrepancy, by altering the date in that Act.
8. A proviso
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A proviso is added to the 4th section of the Barbadoes Act, which, if I rightly
understand it, is as follows :—There are certain offences mentioned in a subse-
quent part of the Act, which, according to its provisions, would render a non-
preedial labourer liable to be adjudged by a special magistrate to become a
preedial. Now, it is enacted, that if the employer shall dismiss from domestic
service any non-preedial for any such offence, the person so dismissed shall
therefore, and without any previous adjudication, enter the predial class; aright
being reserved to the labourer to appeal to the justice, who shall determine to
what class he shall belong. This meaning is conveyed in obscure and circuitous
language. When thus explained, it is I think decidedly objectionable. It is
not only repugnant to the 4th section of the Act of Parliament, which obviously
contemplated a fixed and permanent term ofapprenticeship to each man, but it
places in the hands of the employer that power ofpunishment, (namely the pro-
longation of the apprenticeship), which the 17th section of the Act of Parlia-
ment expressly denies to him.

Independently of this objection to the proviso, arising from its contravening
the Act of Parliament, there is another ground: which would make me hesitate
to sanction it. It is impossible not to perceive that the conversion of a domes-
tic into a field labourer may, in consequence of the totally different nature of
the employment, inflict upon him a most severe and objectionable punishment.
The 33d section of the Barbadoes Act authorizes the attendance of appren-

tices at the celebration of divine worship in any church or chapel whatsoever.
It is obviously necessary, in order that this clause should be in conformity
with the 2ist section of the Act of Parliament, that the right of attendance on
public worship should not be restricted to churches and chapels only.

II. In considering how far the supplementary provisions contemplated in
the Act of Parliament, and indicated in the preamble of its 16th section, have
been effectually followed up by the Barbadoes Act, I shall, for the sake of per-
spicuity, discuss the subjects to which those provisions relate, in the order in
which they are placed in the model draft to which I have already adverted.

1. The first chapter of the model draft relates to the judicial and ministe-
rial agency to be employed. This chapter corresponds with the following
clauses of the Act, viz. sections 39, 74, '75, 108, 109, 110, lll and 112...

I perceive that although, in the Barbadoes Act, the Island is divided into
districts, no provision is made for the establishment of a permanent stipendiary
police. Having been informed, however, that this subject has been since
under the consideration of the Barbadoes Legislature, I shall not at present
make any observations on this point.
By the 108th clause, a right of appeal to the Governor and Council from

the decision of any justice of the peace, is reserved to any person who may
feel himself aggrieved by any such decision. It appears that you stated as an
objection to this section, that this appeal would subject the special justices to
a control not contemplated by the Act of Parliament. The Council urged,
in answer to this objection, that the constitutional privilege of appeal not
being abrogated by any part of the Act of Parliament, must be presumed to
remain in existence, and that consequently the two Acts are in strict accord-
anee. I do not think that your objection is removed by this answer; for
although it may be true that Parliament has not taken away any precedent
right of appeal, yet I am not prepared to admit that any such right existed as
against the special magistrates.

I trust, therefore, that the Barbadoes Legislature will abandon this reserva-
tion, as being inconsistent with the intentions of Parliament. Should they
deem it advisable, however, to constitute some controlling power over the
special justice, by means of a board of special magistrates, to be convoked by
the Governor, I should not be disposed to object to an enactment calculated
to effect that object. .
The 111th and 112th sections of the Barbadoes Act, which provide for the

appointment of special constables on plantations, from the apprenticed labourers
belonging to such plantations, require some modification. .
The right to confine for safe custody should, as regards the apprenticed

labourers attached to the plantation, be limited to cases in which any others of —
His Majesty’s subjects might be taken into custody by the ordinary special
constable, or to cases in which it is presumable that the apprenticed labourer,
having offended against the law established by this Act, will attempt to escape.

Moreover, .
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Moreover, all buildings used as places of confinement, however temporary,
should have been previously approved of for that purpose either by a specialmagistrate or by the Governor, and should be occasionally visited by one or
more of the special magistrates.

2. The second chapter of the model draft, which treats of the procedure
to be observed by the special magistrates in the exercise of their jurisdiction,
has its counterpart in the 114th to the 116th and in the 119th sections of the
Act under consideration. The correspondence is so far complete as to relieveme from the necessity of making any observations on this part of the subject.

8. Upon the third topic of the model draft, the division of the labourers
into their respective classes, which is provided for by sections 5 to 12 of this
Act, I have only to urge the repeal of the 12th section, which authorizes the
transfer of the apprentice in certain cases from the non-predial to the preedial
class. I have in the early part of this Despatch pointed out to you the grounds
of this suggestion.

4. The maintenance of the apprenticed labourers is the subject of the 4th
chapter of the model draft, and of the 27th to the 36th, and the 71st to the
73d sections of the Act under consideration.
The Act of Parliament, by its 11th section, declared the apprenticed Jabourer

entitled to the same maintenance which the law assigned toa slave of’ the
same age and sex. The then existing law of Barbadoes appears not to have
given the slave a right to any definite allowances, but imposed a penalty on
the master, in case he (having the means of providing necessary food for hisslaves) should withhold such food; and a small penalty is likewise imposed
upon the master, in case he should not furnish his slaves annually with decentand sufficient clothing, suitable to their age, sex and condition.
The Act which is the subject of this present Despatch defines the specificquantities of food which are to be furnished to apprenticed labourers, and spe-

cifies the clothing which is to be provided for the precdial classes.
I have considered this scale of food and clothing with every disposition to

give due weight to the local knowledge of the parties who have thus legislated,and with a sincere desire to do justice to the employer as well as to theapprenticed labourer; but I am unable to arrive at any other conclusion, than
that the quantities which the Act defines are insufficient.

In support of this conclusion, I might bring forward the enactments whichseveral of the other West India Legislaturés have made upon this subject; but
I think it the more satisfactory course to avoid instituting a comparion whichmight appear invidious, and to state frankly what modifications in the Act willbe necessary upon this head, in order that it may be declared adequate and
satisfactory. ‘These modifications are as follows :
The weekly allowance of fish should not be less than 2lbs.
All apprenticed labourers above the age of 10 years should be entitled to

the full allowances ; and all under 10 years of age to half allowances.
To the list of clothing to be annually supplied to males, a shirt and a pair of

trowsers should be added; and a corresponding increase should be made to
the clothing of females,
A blanket should be provided for such apprenticed labourer once in twoyears,
To these enactments I feel it my duty to suggest, as an indispensable addi-

tion, a proviso so framed as to secure to the apprenticed labourer such food,
clothing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenance
and allowances as, by the law in force in Barbadoes at the time of passing the
British Act for the Abolition of Slavery, an owner was required to supply to
and for any slave being of the same age and sex as such apprenticed labourer
might be, except so far as the same are adequately supplied to such appren-ticed labourer under or by virtue of the Act now under my consideration.

Whilst upon this subject I have further to remark, that this 27th section
appears to me to impose inequitable restrictions upon the legal remedies givento the labourer for securing the regular delivery of his food. There is a limita-
tion of 14 days, after which no penaity ‘can be recovered against an employerfor omitting to deliver the food of his apprentices. I cannot perceive the justice
of fixing so short an interval, since it may often elapse without the possibility
of’ access to the justice, except at a loss of time to the apprentice farmore
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serious than could be compensated to him by recovering double the value of
the food withholden.

Moreover, if before the complaint be lodged, the employer shall tender the
deficient supplies, he is to be discharged from all penalties. I need not point
out to you that, under this regulation, the apprenticed labourers might be
exposed to the liability of the most inconvenient irregularities in the delivery
of their weekly sustenance.

5. The fifth. chapter of the model draft relates to the duties to be per-
formed by the apprenticed labourers, and the penalties for their non-perform-
ance. On the same subject, the Act under consideration treats in sections 13
and 15, in sections 58 to '70, and in the 104th section.
The 14th section of the Barbadoes Act provides that preedial apprenticed

labourers, who may be employed in the protection of any crops, buildings or
property of any kind, or in the care of cattle or any other stock, shall be com-
pelled to perform their several services for the whole week, and shall be entitled
to such wages or remuneration for such extra services as shall be agreed
on between such predial apprenticed labourer and his or her employer or
employers; and in case of disagreement, then to such wages or remuneration
as shall be sanctioned by the special justice of the peace of the district to
which such apprenticed labourer shail belong.

Admitting that there is much that is fair and reasonable in this provision, L
am nevertheless compelled to object to it, inasmuch as Parliament has expressly
laid down that the compulsory service of pradial apprenticed labourers shall
not exceed 45 hours per weeks, unless when they are sentenced to extra
labour by the magistrate.

For the like reason, the 15th section of the Barbadoes Act is inadmissible
as at present framed. This section enacts, that in all cases of urgent neces-
sity, it shall be lawful for the employer to require and compel the immediate
and continued service of all or any of the apprenticed labourers attached to
such property, during such emergency. I think, however, that if the urgent
necessity here spoken of had been limited to fire and tempest, and occurrences
of a similar nature, I might venture to sanction this enactment without in-
frmging the spirit of the British Act. Thenature of these emergencies would
of course preclude the possibility of obtaining the previous sanction of the
special justice ; but they should be reported to him as soon as possible, and he
should have the power of ordering such remuneration to the apprenticed
labourers employed, as he may think reasonable.
The 58th section of the Barbadoes Act enumerates the different reasons

which may alone be admitted as a sufficient apology for the absence of a
labourer from his employer's service. They are, first, sudden illness during
extra hours, beyond ‘the limits of the plantation, in which case the sick man is
to convey the earliest notice to his employer; and secondly, legal process com-
pelling the labourer to attend any court or justice of the peace. No other
excuse can be admitted. In the model draft the general rule is laid down,
that the absence must be occasioned by a cause which the justice shall declare
reasonable. Many cases might be supposed in which the more precise enact-
ment of this 58th clause would work great injustice. For example, a labourer
may be detained from his own plantation by the sudden and extreme ‘illness of
some very near relative at a distance from it; or by weather tootempestuous to
admit of his return home; or by the breaking down ofa bridge to be crossed
in his homeward path. To-declare that none of these apologies shall avail,
but that, bethe hindrance what it may, the apprentice shall forfeit to his master
twice the time lost, seems to me a severe and inequitable rule. 1 trust, there-
fore that the Legislature of Barbadoes will reconsider this clause, and will adopt
the more just and liberal terms contained. in the model draft, from whence
they copied the clause, with this variation. ,
The 104th section enacts, that an apprenticed labourer committing any

trespass, or guilty of uttering avy slander, or of publishing any libel, shall,
on conviction by the special justice, be subject to imprisonment for three
months with hard labour, or for one month in solitude.

I perceive no ground for placing the apprenticed labourers as regards these
offences, unless when they are committed against their employer or his pro-
perty, upon a different footing from other free persons. 1 feel myself unable,
therefore, to sanciion this clause in its present shape ; and even if it were modi-

fied



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 69
fied so as to apply to all free persons, or so as to be made applicable only tothe relation between employer and apprentice, I should still object to itsseverity, especially as regards libel and slander.
Upon the subjects which are tespectively treated of in the 8th, 10th, 11thand 12th chapters of the model draft, and which are provided for by varioussections of the Barbadoes Act, I find it unnecessary to make any furthersuggestions in addition to the observations I have made on the 104th sectionof the Act.
With regard, however, to the 24th section of the Barbadoes Act, which cor-responds with the 9th chapter of the model draft, and relates to the removal ofapprenticed labourers from one plantation to another, I must observe that it isinconsistent with the Act of Parliament, as sanctioning what that Act expresslyforbids, not only in reference to the separation of children of 10 years old fromtheir parents, but also (as you very justly remarked) in reference to the tem-‘porary employment of predial attached apprenticed labourers, onplantationsother than those to which he is attached. Upon this latter point the Act ofParliament, section 9, leaves no discretion to the local Legislatures,

. T have, &c.
(signed) T. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 66. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr.Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadves, 7 April 1834.
Havine recently returned from a tour round the Islands of this Government,I have the greatest satisfaction in reporting the perfect tranquillity of thenegro population.

I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 67. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. SecretarySpring Rice, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 1 May 1834.
I nave the honour to transmit copy of a Message which I addressed to theHouse of Assembly of this Island, recommending them to abolish the power offlogging slaves by owners or other employers, in anticipation of the systemwhich must commence on the Ist of August, by confining that power toMagistrates only. .T enclose you the reply of the House to my recommendation, from whichyou will perceive there is little chance of their attending to it.

 

Enclosure in No. 67.

Cory of a MESSAGE from the Governor to the Honourable House of Assembly, dated
9 April 1834.

. I are to recommend to the House to take into consideration that, as an Act for the Abo-lition of Slavery has been passed, to come into force on the 1st of August next, it would beextremely desirable if the Legislature would intermediately pass a short Bill, abrogating thepower of inflicting punishment on slaves by owners, employers, or any other individualwhatsoever, under necessary penalties; and transferring that power to the magistrates oftowns and parishes.
18 practice has partiatly existed by arrangement of estates, with great advantage; and

if generally adopted previously to the Abolition Act coming intoa law, (say from ist June
8, next,
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next,) it would give experience in its operation highly useful, and become a means of im- -
proving the Abolition Act itself, if found desirable.

If the Honourable House should be pleased to act on this suggestion, respectfully sub-
mitted as one of eventual importance to the tranquillity of the Island, by obviating the con-
sequences of too sudden innovations on the condition of the bonded population, [ shall be
prepared with a new and extended commission of the peace, to give such a measure prac-
tical effect.

; (signed) § Lionel Smith,

Copy of REPLY of the House of Assembly.

Tue House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of his Excel-
lency’s Message of the oth instant, submitted to the House at its last meeting, suggesting
‘that “as the Act for the Abolition of Slavery would come into force on the ist August
next, it would be extremely desirable if the Legislature would intermediately pass a short
Bill, abrogating the power of inflicting punishment on Slaves by owners and others, and
transferring that power to the magistrates of towns and parishes.”

In reply to which the House beg to inform his Excellency, that as the Slave Act empowers
owners to prefer complaints to magistrates against slaves for misconduct, instead of exer-
cising their own authority, the House have reason to hope that recourse will be had to such
authority in all flagrant cases; but as a general measure the House conceive that it would
not be practicable, unless the magistrates of the Island were placed on a different footing,
by being remunerated with salaries instead of fees; a change much to be desired, but
which the advanced state of the session prevents their entering upon.

By order of the House,
House of Assembly, 29 April 1834. (signed) LV. Forte, Speaker.

 

— No. 68. —

Corr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 3 July 1834.
I wave the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Minute which I yester-

day laid before His Majesty’s Council, proposing to observe, as a day of
solemnity and thanksgiving, the Ist of August next, in commemoration of the
great event affecting so many millions of our fellow creatures, which will take
place on that day.
The other reasons which influenced me in making the suggestion are

stated in the Minute; bpt they were not considered sufficiently strong by the
Council to induce them to acquiesce in the proposal ; which I have, therefore,
simply recorded in the proceedings of the Honourable Board.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 68.

MINUTE by the Governor.

Government House, 2 July 1834.
I sxe respectfully to propose to the Honourable Board, that Friday, the ist day of

August next, be observed throughout the Island, by proclamation, as a day of thanks-

iving, to commemorate in due form and solemnity the great change which commences that

ay in the condition ofa large proportion of the population. ..
Great advantages would,I consider, be derived from this solemn recognition of the Impe-

rial Act for the Abolition of Slavery. . ;
It would impart to all classes an earnest confidence in the great event which that day

establishes, and it would impress upon the slaves themselves a conviction of the benefits

intended to be bestowed ; while the rendering it a day of thanksgiving would prevent their

going into the extremes of idle or dissipated rejoicing, should any be sodisposed.
Ibeg, therefore, to take the sense of the Council upon this proposition, and I shall be

ingly.
governed accordingly (signed) Lionel Smith.
The Honourable The President
and Members of His Majesty’s Council.
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No. 69.—

Extract ofa DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Right Hon.I. Spring Rice, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 28 July 1834,

I po myself the honour to enclose herewith an application from the Counciland Assembly of Grenada for more troops, together with my reply.
As the eventful 1st of August approaches, apprehensions and alarms seemto seize the planters and white inhabitants generally of these Islands; andthey look with anxiety for increased means of protection from regular troops.
My letter of the 19th instant will have informed you of the state of St.Christopher’s; and the fact of my inability to send further military assistanceto that Island, will also answer the application from the Chief Justice ofTortola, transmitted to me in Mr. Lefevre’s letter of the 6th ult.
Ihave had no further accounts from St. Christopher since the departure ofHis Majesty’s ships Belvidera and Wasp, by which I sent a supply of arms andammunition for the militia.

It would grieve me if you thought me capable of yielding to false alarms,and thereby disappointing the generous hopes of His Majesty’s Government ofcarrying through a peaceful emancipation: but besct as I am on all sides forsuccour I cannot render, it is due to my character that 1 should fully exposeto you the difficulties of my present position. _

 

—No. 70.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor Sir
Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 19 September 1834.
I nave duly received your Despatch-general ofthe 28th July, enclosing anapplication from the Council and Assembly of Grenada, together with yourreply, and stating the general impressions which prevail in the Windward andLeeward Islands as to the want of militaryprotection.
I fully appreciate the prudent and humane spirit in which you commentupon the views taken by the Colonists of the present state of affairs. I trust,however, that notwithstanding the unfavourable circumstances to which youadvert, the reinforcement of troops which will reach you nearly at the sametime with this Despatch, and the arrival of the Dee steam vessel to facilitatemilitary communication, will diminish the anxiety which you must necessarilyfeel at this conjuncture,

Iam, &c.
(signed) 7. S. Rice.

 

—No. 71.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr.Secretary
Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 31 July 1884,
I nave the honour to transmit herewith for His Majesty’s gracious con-sideration, transcript of an Act intituled, “ An Act for the establishment ofa Rural Police for this Island, and for the erection of Houses of Correctionconnected therewith ;” accompanied by the report of His Majesty’s Attorney-general, and a letter from that officer, to which reference is made in the

report,

Concurring as I do in all the observations which Mr. Sharpe has submitted278. with
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with reference to this Act, I have only further to enclose copy of a Message to —

the Council, stating the only ground on which I was induced to assent to it,

notwithstanding the objections with which it abounds, and the arbitrary and

unnecessary powers it confers upon an armed police, over whom the Executive

can exercise little or no control.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure in No. 71.

MESSAGE from the Governor.

Government House, 14 July 1834.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

Tuoucu I have this day assented to the Rural Police Bill, I have done so purely in the

spirit of Mr. Stanley’s letter of the 1gth October 1833; for I consider it highlyobjection-

able, as founded in a spirit of distrust towards the Executive and the special magistrates,

and giving most arbitrary and dangerous powers to an armed police, over whom there is

little control.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 72. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Government House, Barbadoes,

Sir, 5 August 1834.

I Have great satisfaction in reporting, that the apprenticeship commenced

in this Island on the Ist August, the labourers throughout the country going

to their usual occupations with obedience and cheerfulness. I take the

opportunity of reporting, that six special magistrates have arrived for this

Island; that they have been sworn in and commissioned, and are in the

execution of their duties in the several parishes they are appointed to.

I shall not fail to communicate the result of the new system of labour in the

other Islands of the Windward Government, as soon as I hear from the

Lieutenant-governors.
I have, &c.

(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

—No. 73.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor

Sir Lionel Smith, dated Downing-street, 18 September 1834.

I nave received and have laid before the King your Despatches of the 5th

and 6th August, and His Majesty has received with the greatest satisfaction the

favourable reports which they contain of the state of affairs in Barbadoes and

Tobago, and entertains a sanguine hope that your anticipation of equally good

accounts from Grenada and the other Islands will be realized.

The course taken by Lieutenant-governor Darling for obtaining the autho-

rity supposed to be wanting to appoint special magistrates, appears to have

been the only one he could adopt, after the opinion expressed by his law

adviser, and until he was relieved from his difficulties by the receipt of your

instructions.
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— No. 74.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Government House, Barbadoes,Sir, 26 August 1834,1 nave the honour and satisfaction to state to you, that perfect tranquillity,by my latest accounts, exists in all the Islands of the Windward Government.Grenada, on the, commencement of the apprenticeship system, was partiallydisturbed by refractory negroes on two estates. ‘The prompt action of the civiland military authorities immediately restored order.
In St. Vincent’s one estate only struck work, and order was soon restored.I begto transmit copies of two Despatches from the Lieutenant-governor onthe subject.
In Tobago and this Island the negroes have been perfectly orderly andsteady at their duties.
You will of course receive Despatches from the respective chief authoritiesof Demerara, Trinidad, St, Christopher’s and Dominica, all of which have inthe new state of things been considerably agitated.
In my capacity as Commander of the Troops, I received an application fromthe Lieutenant-governor of Trinidad for a reinforcement, which I saw strongobjections to complying with 3 and-the enclosed letter, subsequently receivedfrom Sir George Hill, will satisfy you it was unnecessary, and that the unfor-tunate feeling of the negroes there was fast subsiding.
In St. Christopher’s, where martial law had been proclaimed and somesevere examples made, you will be glad to find the military means, aided bythe militia, were found ample; and b my last Despatches from Sir EvanM‘Gregor, the disturbance in that Island was fast settling down. -The Windward squadron, under Captain Strong, of the Belvidera, affordedas usual the most cheerful and important services in aid of the troops; andGrenada and Trinidad will each receive a ship to aid in maintaining the publictranquillity.

I have, &c.
(signed) = Lionel Smith.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 74.

Sir, Government House, Trinidad, 3 August 1834.I wave the honour to state to your Excellency that an excitement amongst the appren-ticed labourers of this colony is 80 general, attended with a determination declared not toremain on the estates to which they respectively belong, and proved by the entire gangs of25 of the principal estates having struck work and prepared themselves to march into Portof Spain, an apprehension is entertained that there is not a sufficient force to repress themand prevent a junction with the negro apprentices in this town, which is in numbermanythousands.
{ have therefore been urged by the unanimous vote of the Council, earnestly to call uponyour Excellency to reinforce the troops in this Colony by the addition of 200 men.The Council of Government have by a similar vote requested me to make application tothe senior naval officer to send here aship of war from Barbadoes.I had taken great pains to visit most of the estates in this Island, and to explain in theminutest manner to the negroes what was to become their state after the 1st of August, ascontrasted with their heretofore condition of slavery. I had expected that most of themwould, after Sunday the 3d instant, return to their work; however, account: from very manyparts of Trinidad anneunce this day their determination not to work, but to force theirentire freedom.
I have been powerfully solicited to declare martial law. This extreme measure I willabstain from adopting until [ shall be conscientiously convinced that it is indispensable.

Lhave, &c.
(signed) GG. F. Hill.

 

Enclosure 2, in No, 74,
Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 13 August 1834.Ar the hour of nine o’clock this morning I had the honour to receive your Excellency’sduplicate despatch, dated 3d August, in which you represent a considerable state of excite-8.

ment
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ment to exist among the apprenticed labourers of Trinidad, gangs of 25 of the principal
_estates having struck work and prepared themselves to march into Port of Spain.

Under these circumstances, by and with the advice of your Council, you request the addi-
tional aid of 200 troops of the line.

It is painful to me to inform your Excellency, that having only 800 rank and file at head
quarters, it is utterly out of my power to comply with your requisition ; and even if I had the
means, there being no ships in harbour at this hurricane season, they could not be sent.
The army in the West Indies is so reduced and dispersed, it has been evidently the

expectation of His Majesty’s Government that the different Islands and Colonies should
maintain the means of preserving their own internal tranquillity; and in cases only where
the civil power and militia had failed in putting down mobs and disturbances, should I feel
perfectly justified in augmenting the established garrisons of the line, even if my means
admitted of my doing so. ;

In the present case I anxiously promise myself your Excellency’s judicious application of
your own resources, having, I believe, a very efficient militia, and an available white popu-
lation, will prove sufficient to overcome the ebullitions of disappointment among the sugar
labourers; as a similar spirit which evinced itself in several other Islands has already
subsided without extraordinary military aid. ;
We have no ship of war here, but 1 have sent a copy of your Excellency’s letter express

to the senior naval officer commanding off St. Christopher, and urged the advantage of his
immediately providing a ship for Trinidad.

T have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith..

 

Enclosure 3, in No. 74.

Sir, Government House, Trinidad, 15 August 1834.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch of the 13th

instant, and am happy to acquaint you, that tranquillity has been so generally restored upon
the plantations, that the aid which was requested of your Excellency by.my letter of the
3d instant, is no longer considered necessary.
A vessel of war would be most useful, in the event of any further ebullition in the dis-

tricts remote from Port of Spain; and I therefore hope it may be in the power of the naval
commander to afford one.

' 1 beg to assure you of the great satisfaction I felt in the co-operation of Colonel Hardy
and Colonel Doherty.

I request your Excellency to accept my best thanks for the promptitude with which you
forwarded my despatch to the senior naval officer.

T have, &c.
Major-general Sir Lionel Smith,x.c. 8. (signed) G. F. Hill.

&e. Ke. Ke.

 

—No. 75.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Governor
Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 15 October 1834.
I nave great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your Despatch (and

its enclosures) of the 26th August last, communicating the continued tranquil-
lity of all the Islands of the Windward Government.

I have laid this Despatch before the King, and have been honoured by His
Majesty’s commands to express to you, and through you to the several officers
acting under your command, His gracious expressions of satisfaction at the re-
sult which has attended your respective exertions.
The zeal and discretion which has been generally evinced by His Majesty’s

servants throughout the Colonies, the co-operation which has in the great
majority of cases been cordially given by those interested in West Indian pro-
perty, and the good conduct, with but a few exceptions, of the labourers them-
selves, enable His Majesty to entertain the most earnest hopes that, by a steady
perseverance in the same system, the improved condition of the apprentices
and the progress of industry within the Colony may be promoted and.secured.

It is gratifying to His Majesty to find that no serious inconvenience has re-
sulted from the necessity in which you found yourself placed of refusing mili-
tary aid to Trinidad. Although the satisfactory state of things which you
describe relieve my mind of some anxiety on the subject of the military force

at
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at your disposal, I trust that before this Despatch shall reach you, an addi-tional regiment will have been placed under your commond, as well as theimportant addition to your means of government, of a steam-boat.
I have not failed to lay before the King your testimony of the zeal and effi-ciency of the services rendered by Captain Strong, and the officers and menunder his command; and His Majesty has been graciously pleased to authorizeme to communicate his Royal approbation, through the Lord Commissioners ofthe Admiralty. .

Thave, &c.
(signed) I. S. Rice.

 

~— No. 76. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. SecretarySpring Rice, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 26 August 1834.

I po myself the honour to enclose herewith for His Majesty's gracious ap-proval, two Acts passed by the Legislature of this Island; one a Police Act forthe town of Bridge Town, and the other an Act declaring what persons shall beliable to serve in the Militia. The Attorney-general’s opinion accompanies theformer Act.
I was obliged to object to the Police Act twice, in an endeavour to supportthe King’s prerogative, and to prevent two or three clauses, in themselves arbi-trary and unusual, from taking effect.
One of my principal objections had been against the extraordinary powers givento the vestry. I had myself, in conversation with a member of the Assembly,approved of the vestry exercising the powers of commissioners over the policemagistrates, but I could never approve of their making bye-laws ; for though thereis the pretence that these laws should be finally approved by theGovernor,Council and Assembly, they knew perfectly well that I had no control over theother branches.
The Police Bill having been deferred till the eleventh hour, purposely, I believe,to force my assent, rather than leave the town without a police ; and some favour-able modifications having been adopted, I gave my consent accordingly. Butthe magistrates were selected by the Council.

 

— No. 77. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to GovernorSir Lionel Smith, dated Colonial Office, 10 January 1835.

I rrusr it will be in my power to transmit to you by the packet which is ap-ointed for the 15th instant, or at furthest by that which stands for the Ist ofebruary, Orders of His Majesty in Council, disposing of various Acts of theLegislature of Barbadoes, passed in the months ofJuly and September last. Withreference to these Acts, it is necessary that you should be placed, with as littledelay as possible, in possession of the views of His Majesty's Government.The Police Acts for Bridge Town, Barbadoes, and tor the country districts ofthat Island, are important, not only in reference to the subject of which they treat,but still more so in regard to the principles which they would establish or assume.It has been objected to the Bridge Town Police Bill, that the effect of it wouldbe to perpetuate, indirectly and in fact, one of those invidious distinctions referableto European and African origin, which by the mere text of the general law havebeen abolished. The ancient voters for vestrymen, all of whom were white, retaintheir ancient low qualification; but the new voters, the great mass of whom areof African descent, are required to possess a much more considerable amount ofProperty. Iam not insensible to the force of this objection; yet I cannot thinkthat it ought to be conclusive against the Act itself, nor indeed that the argu-287,
ments
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BARBADOES. ments opposed to it are without weight. The inequality between the two classes,
of which complaint is made, is not for the first time introduced by this statute ;
it subsisted to the same extent under that system of police which is now to be
superseded. I observe also, that throughout the West Indies, the concession of
equal privileges to the free people of colour, has been almost invariably accom-
panied by an increase of qualifications. The whites have taken back again to
themselves, in respect of their superior wealth, many of the advantages which they
surrendered as appurtenant to their European descent. [ see no reason to con-
clude that this was an unsound, or even a narrow policy; or that the general
welfare of society required that exact practical equality of the two classes should
immediately follow upon the overthrow of those legal distinctions by which they
had been seperated from each other in theory. It was a change which unhinged
many ancient habits of feeling, thought and action; it was fitting, therefore, if
possible, that it should take place in a calm and measured rather than in an
abrupt form. Wealth, I fully admit, ought not to carry with it any exclusive
political rights, if wealth could be considered as an isolated advantage. But it
would be idle to deny, that as the gifts offortune enable men to command leisure,
so in general they secure to their possessors, education and liberal knowledge;
and property may therefore be taken as not an unfair test of the fitness of men
for public trusts, as it certainly ascertains their probable disposition to support
the political institutions under which they live. I advert to these general prin-
ciples, chiefly because I am anxious to disavow the adoption of any rule of con-
duct respecting any class of His Majesty’s colonial subjects,-which is not equally
applicable to civil society in every other part of the world. It has next been
objected, that this Act renders the consent of the Council of Barbadoes necessary
on the appointment of the magistrates for the city of Bridge Town. It might have
been added, that although the concurrence of that Board be thus requisite on
the appointment, yet the dismission of a magistrate is to be the act of the
Governor alone. ‘The favour is to be conferred by others, and the odium to be
sustained exclusively by him. I further remark, that this statute does not in
terms, and probably does not in design, reserve to the special magistracy, ap-
pointed under the Abolition Act, their exclusive jurisdiction over all questions
between apprenticed labourers and their employers. The effect of the interpo-
sition of the Council in the choice of the city magistrates, may therefore be to
transfer from the Governor to them the selection of the persons who are to ex-
ercise the duties of the special magistrates in Bridge Town. Sucha result would
be in opposition to the designs and the language of the British statute, especially
since, among the members of the Council, there are several gentlemen who have
a direct personal interest in the administration of the law between employers and
apprentices.
The weight whichI attach to the preceding remarks is not such as would

justify an immediate disallowance of the Act itself: because I trust, that when
brought under the consideration ofthe Council and Assembly, those bodies will
feel their justice, and will be prompt to make the necessary amendments in the
law. But the decision of His Majesty in Council will be suspended. until it shall
appear whether the local Legislature will concur in the two amendments which
are regarded as indispensable : the first, that the appointment of the city magis-
tracy be vested in the Governor alone; the second, that an express reser-
vation be made to the special magistrates of their exclusive cognizance of all
questions arising between apprenticed labourers and their employers.
The Rural Police Act, 1 regret to observe, presents difficulties of a more

insuperable character. Under the name of commissioners, it transfers to the
members of the House of Assembly one of the most important functions of the
executive government; thus, in opposition to the clearest principles of sound
policy, combining in the same persons the legislative and administrative power.
Such a scheme must be totally destructive of that responsibility which should
accompany every public trust, and is unfavourable even to that quick and
effective feeling of moral obligation of which the full force is scarcely ever felt
by men when acting in large numbers and in concert. From such a project,-
waste of the public resources, and an habitual abuse of patronage, must be
anticipated. Such a commission, invested with such an authority, is also at.
total variance with the monarchical principles of the British Government. If
sanctioned, it would form the precedent for further encroachments of the same
kind, as indeed it would create the necessity for them; and to the Assembly,

: 10
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in their new character .of commissioners, would thus gradually be transferred BARBADOES.
all the powers of the State.
These considerations acquire peculiar weight from the circumstances of the

present moment. The police, of which the Assembly claim the government to
themselves, are to give effect to the Law forthe Abolition of Slavery. It wouldbe difficult, in the whole range of civil history, to point to any event so calcu-
lated to create or to stimulate those prejudices by which the different classes ofsociety are separated from each other. On the one side, powers long exercised,
of vast extent and highly valued, are surrendered; and on the other side, all the
social rights so long withholden and so earnestly courted, are conferred on thegreat mass of the population. Hence the great difficulty ofcarrying the scheme
of abolition into effect: becanse the natural leaders of society were, from the
nature of the case, disqualified from acting as agents of the Legislature in the
accomplishment of their designs. Parliament accordingly gave and received
the most distinct pledges, that the execution of the new system should be con-
fided to those who had no personal connection with slavery or apprenticeship.
To enable His Majesty’s Government to fulfil that pledge, the people of this
kingdom, by their Representatives, cheerfully subjected themselves to a largeannual expenditure. But this Act would entirely reverse that policy. Leaving
the special magistrates to be named by the Crown, it places him and thepolice, throughwhose ministry he must act, under the immediate direction and
control of a body of gentlemen, every one of whom, in his individual Capacity,will‘probably, as-an employer of apprentices, be amenable to those magistrates
and to that police.

I further observe, that this is:a permanent Act, and is not limited induration,
to the continuanceof the present exigency. His Majesty’s Government mustindeed hesitateinsanctioning, as an established system, a law which wouldthus place the whole rural police and magistracy of the Colony, and with themthe whole labouring population, under.an irresponsible power.

Passing from general to more ‘particular objections, I perceive that the com-missioners, though entrusted with a large expenditure of public money, are to |give no security against an abuse of that trust ; and are to purchase lands, notin the name of the King, but in the names of themselves and their successors,Thus, in addition to their other privileges, investing them with all the rights ofapermanent municipal corporation.
To the same -body, that is, virtually to the Assembly, is assigned the powerof altering and removing all the officers of police throughout the Island,. andeven Of regulating their dress and accoutrements.
All bye-laws and regulations‘for the government of the police are to bemade by the commissioners, who are also to establish rules respecting the

labour ofpersons condemned to the public works, and respecting prison dis-
cipline. ‘Thus upon all these important heads of legislation, the Assembly, by
‘virtue of their majority in the commission, acquire for themselves a legislative
power, from all participation in which His Majesty is excluded, and over whichno effective check can be exercised even by the Council.
The topics to which I have last adverted have no necessary or proper con-

nection with the main object of this law. In the same manner is introduced a
clause giving to the commissioners the power of appointing and of removingfor misconduct the keepers of the houses of correction.
The jealousy. manifested throughout this Act of His Majesty’s authority as

exercised by the Governor, is such .as His Majesty cannot be advised to
acknowledge as either ‘constitutional in itself, or as merited by any act
of His Government. Even the suspension of a police officer, though pro-
ceeding from the special justice, can neither be confirmed nor disallowed by
the Governor alone, but must receive the sanction of the Council 3 that is, of
one-of those bodies from which the commissioners are to be drawn. Yet when
hazardous measures are to be taken, and a fearful responsibility incurred, as on
the proclamation of martial law, the Governor is to assume the entire ma-
nagement of the police. He is to be called to his appropriate duties, and to
have a due confidence reposed in him, when it is attendedwith a great risk,
and then only.
Even in the visitatorial power created by this law, the same indiscriminate

and unmerited distrust is exhibited. The visitors are to be the Governor, the
members of the Council, and the Speaker of the Assembly. Thus the body

278.
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who are to act as a check upon the Commissioners are to be composed of five of :
their own number, and of the person by whom all the rest are selected from the
Assembly, joining with themselves His Majesty’s local Representative, to lend
by his name a weight and countenance to this part of the general institution to
which it has no just claim. He'will have but one vote in seven. Yet even
the faint. semblance of control is so cautiously bestowed, that no one definite
function is assigned to the visitors ; I cannot perceive that they will have any
authority at all.

Another proposal for keeping in check the extraordinary power assumed by
the Assembly to themselves, consists in the making of periodical Reports of the
state and proceedings of the police. But these Reports are to be made by the
special justices, not to the Governor, nor even to the visitors, but to the com-
missioners, and by the commissioners they are to be laid, with their own
remarks, before the Legislature. The House of Assembly will, therefore,
receive and comment on these Reports in their character of commissioners,
and adjudicate upon them in their character of legislators. It would be diffi-
cult to perceive what real security against abuse is afforded to society at large
by such a process.
On referring to the clauses numbered 34 and 35, it will be seen that the

effect of them is to give to the police officers a protection against suits and
actions far exceeding that which is accorded to the magistracy, and that it
would be almost impossible to dispute with success the lawfulness of any of
their acts, But while thus studiously protected against the rest ofsociety, any
member of the police may he instantly dismissed and reduced to poverty by a
vote of the commissioners, against which there is no appeal. The gentlemen
constituting the commission, being all or nearly all employers of apprentices,
and having in every part of the Island a body of police thus effective, re-
sponsible to themselves, and thus virtually irresponsible to every one else, have
established over the labouring population an authority most repugnant to the
general spirit of the Slavery Abolition Act.

I cannot close this series of remarks on this law without directing your atten-
tion to the fact that, in the sections numbered 13 to 18, are introduced a variety
of enactments against the obstruction of highways by carts, the misconduct of
waggoners, and the concealment of stolen good ; topics foreign to the scope of
this Bill, and in no sense indicated in its title.
You will anticipate the conclusion which I have to announce to you, that this

Act will be disallowed by His Majesty in Council. To accept it, would be to
acquiesce in such an encroachment on the Royal prerogative, and on the rela-
tive authority of the three branches of the Legislature, as would, in principle at
least, be subversive of the rights of the Crown and of the people at large. His
Majesty will gladly acquiesce in the enactments of any law for regulating the
police of Barbadoes, which shall place that force under the effective and con-
stitutional control of the Governor; but to that principle you will steadily
adhere, in giving or refusing your assent to any Police Bill which may be ten-
dered for your acceptance.

 

— No. 78.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 5 Nov. 1834.
I nave much pleasure in reporting the existence of perfect tranquillity in

this and the other Islands of the Windward Government.
The Dee steamer arrived here about a fortnight ago, and has proceeded

to Antigua, where it is intended to establish a depdt of coals; and on her re-
turn here, she will be immediately employed in the removal of troops. The
74th regiment has not yet arrived; but my military Despatches give me reason
to expect it immediately. Ihave no doubt that, with the additional means
which have been thus promptly afforded me, I shall find no difficulty in main-
taining the present state of order and tranquillity throughout the command.

: I have, &c.
(signed) = Lionel Smith.
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— No. 79.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Government House, Barbadoes,Sir, 5 November 1834.I nave the honour to transmit herewith an Act of the BarbadoesLegislature,
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No. 79.

Act printed in Ap-
intituled, “An Act to alter an Act; intituled, An Act for the Abolition of pendix (B.) No. g.Slavery, for the government ofApprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining andenforcing the reciprocal duties between them and their Employers,” togetherwith the observations I have made thereon. I beg to inform you that I haveallowed myself a very short time to complete the latter, in order that the pre-sent packet may convey the supplementary Act of the Legislature to Fngland.The agent of the Island is, Iam informed, entrusted with the Memorialfrom the Council and Assembly, to present to you a copy of which has beenhanded to me, with the Act now transmitted, having reference to the latter,the object of which is to induce His Majesty’s Government to waive a part ofthe objections stated by you in the Despatch of the 12th August last, and tosanction a deviation from the Act of Parliament in some important particulars.As you will be able to estimate the value of this document when it comesbefore you through the agent of the Island, by the statements it contains, I donot think it necessary to trouble you with any lengthened observations upon it.Ihave not been advised with on the subjects to which it refers, except in oneparticular, and that has reference to the scale of the allowances ofprovisions.On this subject I was interrogated by the Council one day last week, whether,amongst the complaints made to me during the existence of slaver , I hadheard any dissatistaction expressed at the allowance furnished to the slaves. Iunhesitatingly replied I had not; but I beg to guard myself against an admis-sion which may be implied, that I therefore think the present scale ofallowancesufficient to maintain in honest habits either the adult apprenticed labourer, orthe one under age.
It will, however, be extremely gratifying to me to learn that you are ableto afford the Colony some relief in reference to the concluding paragraph ofyour Despatch of the 12th August, which applies to the 24th section of theBarbadoes Act, I am fully aware that no discretion is left to the ColonialLegislatures on this point; therefore I am not prepared to advocate the reten-tion of the clause in the Barbadoes Act, against the authority of the Act ofPar-liament and your declared opinion. I venture merely to refer to the subjectin the hope that His Majesty’s Government may feel authorized to apply toParliament for some modification of the law in this particular; and if an autho-rity could be delegated to me, or to persons acting under me, to interfere incases of this description within my Government, by granting a sort of licencefor the permanent or temporary employment of apprenticed labourers beingpraedials, and either attached or not attached to lands of their owners, (butonly, in the former cases, where owners possess two or more estates in oneIsland), under certain circumstances, and under such conditions as you maydeem beneficial to both parties, with power to me to alter or annul the licenceas I may think proper,—considerable relief may be afforded to a large class ofproprietors, without, as 1 respectfully submit, interfering with theprivilegesconferred on apprenticed labourers, or diminishing their hours of relaxation ;and the inhabitants within my Government generally will become better recon-ciled to the measure of emancipation,

I have, &c.
(signed) §Lionel Smith.

P.S. Since closing my Despatch I have received from the Legislature theoriginal of the Memorial alluded to, which they have requested may accom-pany the Bill; and though apprehensive I may be guilty of an irregularity inthus transmitting it, I am unwilling, by declining to do so at this moment,tooccasion any embarrassment; and I have therefore the honour to enclose itherewith.

(signed) Lionel Smith.
278.
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Enclosure in No. 79.

A Memoriat of the Council and Assembly of Barbadoes, in explanation of a Sup-
plemental Bill to the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, “for the Government of
Apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining and enforcing the reciprocal Duties
between them and their Employers.”

Tue Council and Assembly of Barbadoes, finding. that the emancipation of the slaves
had become inevitable, entered upon the task ofproviding for the safe and successful
accomplishment of this object with the most perfect good faith. They knew that the feel-
ings of the nation upon this topic had been wrought up‘to that pitch of excitement, that
nothing short of afil and complete measure could satisfy them. They therefore deter-
mined at once to bestow upon the emancipated slave the rights and privileges of freedom
on as liberal a scale as was compatible with the situation in which he was to be placed, and
with the duties incidental to it.
The Legislature admit that the Act of Parliament is framed in a spirit of fairness, (saving

indeed the plan of distributing the compensation fund), and evinces in its general tenor
a regard to the interests of the colonial proprietor. But surely it cannot lay claim to that
degree of absolute perfection which precludes the possibility of improvement in any of its
details. The distinguished statesman who introduced this Bill to Parliament did notregard
it in that light: on the contrary, with a reasonable allowance for the advantages ofprac-
tical experience and local knowledge, and under the conviction that those who areper-
sonally implicated in the consequences of a measure, are likely to be the most competent.
to devise fit means for its successful accomplishment; he invited ‘the Colonial Legislatures
to contribute the aid of these advantages to the perfecting of his great work.

Mr. Stanley, in one of his Despatches, says, “ Jt is very far from my wish to seek, in any
degree, to fetter the discretion which has been wisely vested by Parliament in the various
Colonial Assemblies. Their local knowledge, their practical experience, their intimate
acquaintance each with the peculiarities of their respective laws, and with-their. adaptation
to the societies for which they are framed, give them advantages for the prosecution of such
an undertaking which cannot be possessed by any Colonial Minister.”
With what respectful deference to the wisdom and authority of Parliament this call was

responded to by the Barbadoes Legislature, is sufficiently attested by the paucity of the
alterations und additions which they ventured to make to the Act of Parliament. Some of
the Colonial Legislatures have, it is true, implicitly followed the Imperial Act to thevery
letter; but in doing so, they have frankly avowed their motive to be, to throw the whole
responsibility of this hazardous change upon the Imperial Parliament, from which it
emanated.
The Council and Assembly of Barbadoes, on the other hand, conscious that they had no

power to escape from the consequences of this measure, thought it their duty to endeavour
to render it as innocuous as possible, by adapting some of its provisions more suitably to
the circumstances of the Island. Their rule has been simply, to throw in safeguards where
dangers not obvious to distant observers did nevertheless cross. their path; to supply
omissions which practical experience alone-could detect, and to endeavourto reconcile con-
flicting claims, so as to impose upon each party no greater burthen than, from their local
knowledge, they were satisfied it was able to bear; convinced that by this means alone
could they succeed in making a law which should really and truly be the rule of every
man’s conduct. One of the most profound thinkers who ever conferred upor mankind the
benefit of his wisdom, has taught us that “harsh or unsuitable laws are always impotent:
they will be evaded.” The Barbadoes Legislature have reason to believe that: their pro-.
visions for carrying into effect the intention of the Imperial Parliament have been so well’
adapted to the circumstances of the country and the character of its inhabitants, that the
law has been hitherto faithfully obeyed by all parties to whom it relates. It is therefore
with feelings of deep disappointment they find that their honest endeavours to co-operate
with the Parliament in bringing this mighty experiment to a happy issue, have not suc-
ceeded in giving satisfaction to the Colonial Minister. The Legislature nevertheless have
entered upon the consideration of the Right honourable Secretary’s Despatch ofAugust 12th,
conveying his objections to certain parts of the Barbadoes Bill, with the most sincere desire
to conform to the opinions of that Minister, to the utmost extent that may appear to them
safe or practicable; and they have pleasure in acknowledging that this desire to meet the
wishes of the Government has been not alittle strengthened by the courteous and
conciliatory tone in which they have been expressed.
Taking up the objections in the order inwhich they are presented in the despatch under

consideration, the Legislature have agreed to alter the date of the period from which the
occupation of the apprentice is to determine his class, so as to make it coincide with the Act
of Parliament.
The introduction of the words “ or otherwise engaged in labour or occupation not con-

tinuous,” in addition to the definition of the predial class set forth in the Act of Parliament,
was merely intended to illustrate more clearly what appeared to the Barbadoes Legislature
to be the principle of the classification adopted in that Act, as has been already explained
in the Council’s answer to the Governor’s objections. It was not intended to have the
effect of transferring to the preedial class individuals who, under the Act of Parliament,
would be entitled to be placed in the non-predial class ; nor can the BarbadoesLegislature.

wee
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see how such a consequence is deducible from the phrase in question: nevertheless, in com~-pliance with the desire of the Colonial Secretary, the objectionable words have been struckout.

The Barbadoes Legislature have also expunged that part of the 4th section which sanc-tions and. confirms uny transfer that may have. been made of a non-preedial to predialservice, for certain offences committed during the 12 months immediatel preceding thepassing of the bill, It may be roper, however, to remark, in vindication of the Legislature,that this proviso did not place in the hands of the master a power susceptible of the capa-cious exercise attributed to it by: Mr. Secretary Spring Rice. The words of the Act are not“ifthe employer shall dismiss from domestic service,” &c., but “ unless such person shallhave been dismissed,” &c.; thereby merel fixing certain individuals in that situation inwhich the law found them, and to which they had previously been degraded by their ownmisconduct.
The Barbadoes Legislature find no difficulty in adopting Mr. Secretary Rice’s suggestionin reference to the 33d section. They thought they had given as large a liberty in thechoice of a place of worship as words could convey, by the phrase “any church or chapelwhatsoever :” however, in deference to the wishes of Mr, Secretary Rice, they have copiedthe words of the Act’ of Parliament.
Mr. Secretary Rice thinks that the 108th section ofthe Barbadoes Act, which gives theright of appeal to the Governor and Council in cases of imputed error, subjecte the specialjustice-to a control not contemplated by Parliament. In defence of this enactment, theLegislature beg leave, in addition to the Council’s answer to the Governor’s objections, tocall the attention of the Colonial Secretary to the proviso of the 19th section of the BritishAct, viz.: “ Provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be con-strued to extend, to abrogate or take away the powers by law vested in the Supreme Courtsof Record or the Superior Courts of Civil or Criminal Justice, in any of the said respectiveColonies.” The Governor and Council. are, both by the King’s commission and by a lawof the Island, constituted the Supreme Court of Appeal, to which all His. Majesty’s sub-jects have a right to go for redress againsterror in.any court of this Colony. However, theBarbadoes Legislature, anxious to evince their willingness to meet the views of the Govern-ment, havecancelled. this clause; although they continue to. think that it is in strict accord-ance with the Act of Parliament. The powers of the special constable have been limitedagreeably to the suggestion of Mr. Secretary Rice; but the Legislature are at a loss toconceive what enactment could. meet the views ofthe Colonial Minister, respecting the neces-sity of having the domestic prisons inspected and approved by the special magistrate, morecompletely than that object is effected by the 114th section, In pointing out theimperfection of the 111th and 112th sections, Mr. Secretary Rice says, “ All buildings usedas places of confinement, however temporary, should have been previously approved of forthat purpose, either by the special magistrate or the governor.” The 114th section enacts,“ That in case such houses of correction shall not be completed and ready for the receptionof prisoners on the 1st ofAugust 1834, it shall and may be lawful for the several justicesof the peace aforesaid, to inspect the domestic prisons on the respective plantations orestates within their respective districts; and if the same shall appear to be wholesome androper places for the confinement of offenders against this Act, such special justices arehereby authorized’ and. required, when it shall be necessary to adjudge any apprenticedlabourer to confinement, to direct that he or she shall be confined in the prison or place of:confinement belonging to the plantation or estate to which such apprenticed. labourer shallbe attached.”
Having thus far adopted all the suggestions of the Minister, although some of them theLegislature must in candour say do not appear to them calculated to prove beneficial toany party, the Council and Assembly trust they have given satisfactory testimony of theiranxious wish to satisfy the expectations of His Majesty’s Government; and that, shouldthey hesitate to conform to some of the opinions contained in the subsequent part of theDespatch under consideration, their o position will not be considered contumacious, butattributed to a sincere conviction that the proposed alterations are either impracticable or ofa very injurious tendency.
The Barbadoes Legislature have repealed that part of the 12th section. which sanctionsthe conversion of a non-predial into a predial apprentice for certain crimes, since sucha power, though placed under the control: of the special justice, is deemed repugnant: to thespirit of the Act of Parliament; but they cannot consent to withhold from the employerthe power of removing, through the agency of the special justice, dangerous charactersfrom his household, without at the same time: rewarding their crimes with the boon ofimmediate absolute freedom.. Mr. Secretary Spring Rice objects to the hardship ofimposing field labour upon a domestic who may not have been accustomed to it. Such:& power, to be exercised capriciously, may indeed be objectionable: it is, however, onlyupon conviction for certain serious offences, that the conversion of a domestic into a fieldlabourer can take place. It is therefore to be regarded as a certain description of punish-ment; and punishments are in their. very nature hardships, and by that means alone becomeinstruments of correction. {t happens, however, that most domestics upon: plantationshave, at some period of their lives, been engaged-in predial labour. The drunken coach-man, the dishonest butler, or the moré eriminal- cook, alluded to by the Council in replyto the Governer’s objections, no prudent: man would think. of. retainingin’bis service,How, then, are such offenders to be disposedof, upon being dismiesed fiom domestic occu-pations? If the employer be not permitted to turn his labour to- profitable account, he.
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must free him, to be relieved from the burthen of maintaining him; to say nothing of the -
pernicious influence of such an example constantly before the eyes of the other servants,
The Legislature are satisfied that it was not the intention of the British Parliament to make
vice the passport to freedom: yet such would be the inevitable consequence of not allow-
ing the employer to transfer a domestic to the field under any circumstances. It must be
obvious too, that a few cases of this kind would be sufficient to corrupt almost every
domestic servant in the Island. To insist upon the restriction on the master’s authority
proposed by the Colonial Secretary, would endanger the peace and comfort of every family
in the Island.

In commenting upon that part of the Barbadoes law which relates to the regulation offood
and clothing, Mr. Secretary Rice declares that he is unable to come to any other conclusion
than that they are insufficient, and refers to the enactments of some ofthe other West India
Legislatures in support of this conclusion. He requires particularly an augmentation of the
weekly allowance of fish. The Barbadoes Legislature think they have an apology for the
scanty allotment of this expensive article, in certain circumstances peculiar to the popula-
tion of Barbadoes; which, until explained, could not be adequately appreciated by a stranger
to the colony. There were in Barbadoes no less than 6,000 owners of slaves ; the majo-
rity of this number are small proprietors in very indigent circumstances, having neither
money nor credit. It is notorious to the members of the Legislature that not only this
class of proprietors, but also the owners of the inferior.description of plantations, were
driven to the greatest straits to procure the customary allowance of fish, which, with very
few exceptions, did not exceed 11b. weekly; and it was in consideration of the pecu-
niary embarrassment of such proprietors, and their absolute inability to purchase fish and
clothes, that the clause, sanctioning a commutation of these articles for a certain allowance
of time, was introduced. To increase this time in a ratio corresponding with the proposed
increase of fish and clothes would be ruinous to such Proprietors, not leaving them time suf-
ficient for the profitable cultivation of their land. The planters of Barbadoes encouraged
the belief that, however imperfect other parts of their system may have been deemed, they
had the best evidence of the sufficiency of the food allowed to the labourers, in the rapid
increase of that class of the population. Upon this point Barbadoes may not shrink from
any comparison that may be instituted with the other West India Islands. To enact that
every apprenticed labourer from the almost infant age of 10 years shall receive 2 Ibs. of fish
weekly, would in fact be a delusion. It would be to make a law with a certain knowledge
that it could not be obeyed. An allowance of fish upon the scale proposed by Mr. Secre-
tary Rice would impose an annual burthen of 91,7282. currency for that single article
upon that small island, containing 106,000 acres of land of all qualities, of which 76,000
only are under cultivation. The small quantity of salted fish which is given to the negroes
is not to be regarded in the light of food necessary to their sustentation, but merely as a
condiment to give a zest to their common diet. Besides, the negroes of Barbadoes, with
much less time to attend to their own affairs than they now erjoy, have hitherto found
means to assist themselves by raising large quantities of poultry, and some pigs and sheep.
‘The market has been almost entirely supplied with these articles by the slaves. They still
have the same facilities; the privilege ofkeeping stock, and gathering grass, &c, from the estate
for their support, has not been withdrawn; and will no doubt be continued with the same
liberal indulgence, unless such burthens are imposed upon the master for the maintenance
of the labourer as will drive him to the necessity of making a bargain for every little indul-
gence of this kind, to assist in lightening his expenses. :
The Barbadoes Legislature are now enabled to appeal to experience in defence of the

wisdom and justice of their regulations for carrying into effect the intentions of the British
Parliament. Their Act has now been in operation two months, and they have the satisfac-
tion of knowing that those for whose government it was framed, have been more peaceable,
more contented, and more constant and regular in the performance of their customary duties
than the emancipated slaves in any other Colony in which the same experiment has been
going on. In someparts of the Island the negroes have begun to take advantage of the
extreme lenity of the law, and cannot be prevailed upon to do a sufficient quantity of work;
but not a single case of insubordination, arising from disappointment to their opes, has
occurred in Barbadoes. _ This fact may, it is hoped, justity the Barbadoes Legislature in
entertaining a confident hope thatthey will not be hastily driven into measures which,
being felt to be oppressive, will be evaded, and thus become the source of mutual jealousies
and distrusts between employer and labourer. No wise legislator underrates the warning
of the sagacious Lord Bacon: “ Et magis valebunt in geniorum acumina quam legis aucto-
ritas.” t us not task the cunning of man to defeat the law which he cannotobey.

There is one very important fact, which proves beyond controversy that the present
allowances are adequate to the wants of the labourers. They cannot be induced to work on
their holidays but for exorbitant wages; they began with demanding 15. 6$d., and to this
time they can hardly be induced to accept employment for 1s. 3d. per day, with a full
daily ration of food, rum, &c.; the consequence has been that very few indeed are employed
on Saturday. Is there any other country in the world (excepting the neighbouring Colo-
nies) where the lowest order of peasants can afford to spend two entire days of every week
in absolute idleness? And if the apprenticeship be meant as a preparatory stage for that
state of absolute freedom in which these people will become dependent upon voluntary in-
dustry for their support, is a system which takes away from them altogether the excite-
ment of want, and supersedes the necessity of industry, the one best calculated to train them
to habits suited to their future condition ?

The
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The clothing has been increased agreeably to Mr. Secretary Rice’s suggestions.
The legal remedies for securing the regular delivery of food to the a prenticed labourer

have been made stricter, in conformity to the opinion of the Right hon. Xeoreta .
The amendments proposed to the 14th section by the Secretary, it is to be feared, are cal-

culated to produce more mischief than that Minister is aware of: had he known that there
are no fences round the fields in this country, and that the cattle, which are very numerous,
are almost entirely supported by pasturing, he would scarcely propose to leave the indis-
pensable daily duty of tending theflocks of cattle to the capricious will of persons having
no interest in their preservation. It is a service the planters cannot forego even for a day,
and they are willing to pay adequate wages for it, so that it be secured to them with cer-
tainty. The words of the Imperial Act, t ough not so explicit as those of the Barbadoes
Act, do expressly sanction a violation of one of its great leading principles, in the particular
instances there specified, from a consideration of the irresistible necessity of the cause. The
words are, “ neither shall any apprenticed labourer be compellable or compelled to labour
on Sundays, except in works of necessity, or in domestic service, or in the protection of pro-
perty, or in tending of cattle.” Seeing then that this Act sanctions compulsory service on
Sunday, which is a holy day by higher authority than Parliament, @fortiori, a similar
coercion on Saturday for similar purposes, cannot but be held consonant with the spirit of
the Act. If, however, the Colonial Secretary continues to think this enactment isrepug-
nant to the spirit of the Act of Parliament, the Barbadoes Legislature must be content to
leave the cattle and crops in the fields at the mercy of the apprentices, rather than endanger
the fate of the Bill.
The 14th, 15th, 58th and 104th sections, have been modified, so as to meet the views of

the Colonial Secretary.
There yet remains to be discussed one condemned clause, which involves consequences of

a more serious character ‘than perhaps the Minister, for want of local knowledge, has any
idea of. Had Mr. Secretary Rice been in a situation to appreciate the magnitude of the
mischief which is inseparable from such an amendment as he proposes to the 24th section,
he would have felt the necessity of going to Parliament to modify the gth section of the Act
of Parliament, if no other mode remained of averting such a scourge from this country.
The disastrous consequences of prohibiting absolutely the employment of the preedial

labourer otherwise than upon the soil to which he is attached are so multifarious, that it
will require much detail to explain them.
There are a great number of predials attached to such a disproportionately small quan-

tity of land, that their labour applied exclusively to the cultivation of that land, would not
raise food sufficient for their own support. A case was brought under the consideration of
the Legislature, of a widow with six children, who possessed before the 1st of August, 52
slaves attached to 10 acres of land: by hiring the adults to the neighbouring estates when
she had no work for them at home, she had obtained the means ofsupporting and educating
her children, and of providing the necessary supplies for her slaves, who had considerably
increased under this system. - Were this resource denied her, she would at once be thrust
from a state of respectable competency into one of utter destitution, and would in fact be
much worse off than if she possessed no property at all. She would be made liable to penal-
ties for not furnishing her apprentices with food, fish, clothing and medical attendance, &c. by
the same law which deprived her of the only means of procuring these articles. Such injus-
tice as this the BritishParliament never contemplated. This is one of a very numerous class.

There are 2,294 owners of land, and only 399 sugar works, in this Island; most of the
owners of land who have no sugar works, nevertheless cultivate canes as the only crop that
gives a profitable return. These canes are reaped and manufactured by the neighbouring
plantations, for a certain share of the crop. It is obvious that this entire class ofproprietors,
would, by the restrictions insisted upon by the Colonial Secretary, be absolutely interdicted
from cultivating the only crop which in this Island gives a profit.
By a very benevolent provision of our law, the owners of land are required to give an

annual lease for two acres out of every 60 acres, to some poor man, as a reward for his ser-
vice in the militia, unless he should prefer to hire and equip one man for the militia for
every 30 acres. By this means, houses are provided for most of the poor families in the

‘Island. A great many of these allotments of land have hitherto been cultivated by some
neighbour (who owned slaves), for the joint benefit of the parties. -Under the proposed
regulation, this arrangement of mutual advantage must cease, and the poor tenant must
submit to see his land abandoned to weeds and bushes. He has no means to hire labour.
Injurious as the restriction here proposed would be to the community at large, it is evident
from these cases, that it would press with unmitigated severity and accumulated force
upon that class of society which it should be the peculiar care of the Legislature to foster
and protect. '
There is one point, however, in which it strikes at the general prosperity of theColony.

What is to become of the roads, if the entire class of labourers is absolutel prohibited
from being employed upon them? In countries situated within the Tropics the roads are
subject to be so frequently torn up by the heavy rains peculiar to these climates, that it
requires the constant application of large quantities of labour to keep them even in a
reasonable condition. The rejected clause in question made an express provision for the
repair of roads by the work of attached preedials, as a matter of paramount importance.
f such an appropriation of the labour of this class be interdicted, there being no other pos-

sible means of executing this most indispensable work, in a short time the roads would
become impassable.
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This restriction upon the employment of predial labour would-throw almost insuperable
difficulties in the way of ‘building; a very large majority of the carpenters, and almost all
the masons of the Island, are attached praedials. If this class of persons are not permitted
to work, except upon tie property to which they are attached, how are those persons to
build houses who have no carpenters or masons in their service? Are they :tobuild only on
Saturdays? And why should not a person-owning more than one estate be allowed to avail
himself of that circumstance by occasionally combining the resources of the two, if such
an arrangement be advantageous to the employer, and not at-all injurious to the Jabourer?
There aremany proprietors here who have two estates adjoining, the negro villages of which,
perhaps, are not a mile asunder: can there be any reasonable objection to working the
people of such estates together occasionally, to forward an important job, or what is often
the case, to diminish the time at which either gang shall be kept at @ particular .kind of
work more laborious than ordinary?
The 15th section of the Act for altering certain clauses of the Abolition Act, is framed in

conformity with the views of His Majesty’s Government, as expressed in a Despatch of
Lord Ripon, who says, “ that the object of it (the enactmentin question) was only to pre-
vent anything like an arbitrary removal of the slaves from their demiciles; it was inserted
to guard against an abuse which might exist, not-which was of frequent occurrence.”
And now the question naturally occurs, what are the vast advantages ef the proposed

regulation, which are to counterbalance the mass of evils inseparable fromit ?
The object, perhaps, was to provide a good market for that portion of labour which is

secured to the predial for his-own benefit. This is not necessary. There will always be
a sufficient demand for this labour, especially in the crop-season, when the labourer is setis-
fied to work for such wages as the planters can afford to give; and no artificial contrivances
will force them permanently above that standard. Ifthe labourer does not find full em-
ployment for his Saturdays, it is not owing to a deficient demand for his labour, but to the
absence of that stimulus which alone is found sufficient to overcome -the natural indolence
of man in a backward state of civilization, especially in hot climates, namely the pressure of
want.

In conclusion, the Barbadoes Legislature are deeply sensible of the serious responsibility
of their present sttuation, They know that, small as the share of the compensation fund to
be allotted to Barbadoes is likely'to be, it will nevertheless furnish the means ofrescuing
many a planter from impending ruin; and that it is very necessary, even to the more
prosperous planter, to enable him to bear up against the augmented expenses aud diminished
mcomes incidental to the new system Nothing, therefore, but a firm conviction of the
overpowering mischief of those regulations which they have hesitated to conform to, could
have induced them to endanger the claims of the colony to a participation in this fund, by
giving the smallest opposition to the wishes-of His Majesty’s Government. Looking,
however, to the number of points which they have conceded in deference to that authority
and against conviction, they feel satisfied that His Majesty will put @ liberal construction
on their motives, and generousty ascribe their apparent pertinacity to the confidence of
practical experience and more perfect local knowledge.
By order of the Council, By order of the House of Assembly,

(signed) J. Beckles, President. (signed) —-N. Forte, Speaker.
4 November 1834.

OBSERVATIONS by the Governor on an Act of the Legislature, supplemental to the
Act for the Abclition of Slavery.

Clause 3. Tu1s clause professes to be remodelled upon the gth paragraph in the Despatch
of the Right hon. the Secretary of State, of the 12th August last, but applies it prospectively
to apprenticed labourers, who, in conformity with the regulations of the new clauses, may be
placed in the non-preedial class, and does not apply retrospectively to those who, in conse-
quence of the additional definition adverted to in the Despatch, may have been placed in the
preedial class, and may desire to remain in it.

Clause 4. The repeal of clause 5 in the original Abolition Act ofthe Barbadoes Legislature,
and the substitution of this clause, have become necessary, in consequence of the books of
registration not having been completed by the 1st May following the date of the Act; and
the registrar was therefore unable to deliver to the slave proprietors lists or schedules for
their slaves, as he was required to do by clause § jn the original Aet, within the period
stated, by reason of which the subsequent clauses 6,7, 8, 9 and 10 of the latter became
imperative; and it was therefore difficult for the special justice to settle the question of
class, when any dissatisfaction was expressed by the apprenticed labourer. By the intro-
duction of this clause a part of the difficulty is removed, and a very useful section of the Bill
will be brought into operation.

Clause §. 1s open to the objections stated in the Despatch of the 12th August, as applying
to clauses 14 and 15 of the original Act. It omits to describe the cases of necessity, a8
required tobe done by the King’s Government, when a case for departure from the provisions
of the Act of Parliament is-to be made far their sanction. In a subsequent clause, 31, the
cases of hecessity arestated. .

Fhe objections already raised in the Despatch of the 12th August ‘to the proviso to the
To8th clause of theoriginal Bill, do not appear to be obviated in the provisohere substituted.

e
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The courts referred to are the same as those mentioned in the proviso already objected to,
though differently described ; and the remarks I have heretofore made on clause 108may
be here renewed. ., ;

Clause 8. Is open to a part of the objections already taken in the Despatch to clauses 4 and
12 in the original Act; and I see nothing in the clause, as at present framed, to prevent the
conversion of a domestic in the cases stated, into afield labourer, though the terin of appren-
ticeship cannot be prolonged; and the class of predials must still remain a degraded class,
if it is to be even temporarily reinforced by characters of the description stated in the

eOlease g. The 27th clause of the original Act has undergone no very material alteration
by this clause. A long preamble has been introduced, referring to the British Act and to the
old law of the colony ; and the period for making complaints has been extended to 28 days,
and the ist proviso omitted. The scale of allowances remains the same, and the grounds
on which the Legislature resist the claim made by the Government in favour of the appren-
ticed labourers to an increased allowance, are set forth in a memorial from the Council and
Assembly, which the agent of the Island is entrusted to deliver to the Right hon. Secretary
of State for the Colonies. ; ; ;

Clauses 10 and 11. Appear to have obviated the objections raised to clauses 14, 15 and
gi, of the original Act. ; . ;

Clause 12. The objections raised to clause §8 of the original Act are by this clause proposed
to be obviated, by giving a discretion to a special justice to admit any “ other reasonable
cause” for absence of apprenticed labourers, than thatstated, if proved on oath.

Clause 13. Amends clause 103 original Act, in a few immaterial particulars,
Clause 14. This is clause 104 original Act, modified so as to be made applicable only to

the relation between employer and apprentice; and the severity of the 1st clause ispartially
mitigated; but the punishment for a first and second offence is still very heavy.
Clause 15. By this clause the 24th section of the Barbadoes Act has undergone some

modification, though the principle cause of the objection to it, as stated in the last para-
graph of the Despatch, still exists. The objection ts discussed in the memorial of the Coun-
cil and Assembly, to which I have already made reference.

 

— No. 80. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glene/g to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 10 June 1835.ON receiving from His Majesty the seals of this Department, I have foundawaiting His Majesty’s decision the Act passed by yourself, with the adviceand consent of the Council and Assembly of Barbadoes, in the month of Novem-ber last, for amending the Slavery Abolition Act of that Island. The import-ance of that decision to the proprietary body in the Colony is very considerable.If the provisions of this Act should be disapproved by His Majesty, the conse-
quence will be that, until a still further amendment of the original law, it wouldbe impossible to declare that the condition which Parliament has annexed toaparticipation in the compensation fund has been performed by the Legislatureof Barbadoes.

It is almost superfluous to remark that His Majesty, acting with the adviceof His Privy Council, cannot sanction any provision repugnant to any part ofthe Act of Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery. It is not merely thegeneral principle of the law and the constitution of the British empire, but theexpress language of that particular statute, which declares any colonial enact-ment “null, void and of no effect,” which is at variance with what the Impe-rial Legislature has prescribed. In the present case this difficulty is presentedin the strongest possible form, since the Act is suspended for the significationof His Majesty’s pleasure; and if any such repugnancy exists, His Majestymust either refuse His assent, or become directly and actively engaged in enact-ing, on the advice of His Privy Council, provisions at variance with those whichHis Majesty has already enacted, with the advice and consent ofthe Lords andCommons ofthe United Kingdom.
Having undertaken the review of this Act ofAssembly, under the influenceof the considerations to which I have thus adverted, I proceed to communicateto you, for the information of the Council and Assembly of Barbadoes, the con-clusions which I have been led to adopt. Thejoint memorial from those bodies,referred to in your Despatch of the 5th November, has of course engaged mycareful attention, as well as the remarks contained in that Despatch and in itsenclosure.
278.
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First: On the subject of the conversion of non-preedial into predial appren- -
tices, a considerable advance has been made to obviate the objections raised by
Mr. Spring Rice to the original Act. The special justice may indeed still
adjudge the non-preedial to that change of condition as a punishment, but may
not order the prolongation of the original term of apprenticeship.
One serious objection to the existence of any such authority is therefore re-

moved: I fear, however, that the insuperable difficulty yet remains, that any
conversion cf this nature from one class to another is inconsistent with the Act
of Parliament. It is urged that the British statute, so understood, involves
consequences which it would be impossible to ascribe to the Imperial Legisla-
ture without impeaching their justice. Ifa criminal domestic servant may not
be banished from the house to the field, one of two results is said to be inevit-
able ; either the employer must retain in his domestic service persons unworthy
of the trust which such an occupation supposes, or he must reward with an
immediate discharge from apprenticeship the misconduct of his servants, to the
utter ruin of all good discipline and virtuous character amongst that class of
society. To this objection it may first be answered, that if well founded it
must apply to every other Colony at least as forcibly as to Barbadoes, and yet
that nowhere else has any such difficulty occurred or been suggested. Fur-
ther, from the supposed dilemma there is an obvious, and as I should conceive,
a complete escape. A domestic servant habitually misconducting himself may
be subjected to many severe and effectual penalties, without any change of the
class to which he belongs. He may be, for example, degraded to some other
non-preedial occupation, either in the service of his original employer or of
some other person, more irksome and onerous than that of which he has failed
to perform the duties. Although not transferred into the field, he might be set
to works of other descriptions, compared with which field labour would be a
desirable occupation. ‘Thus, bya simple exercise of domestic authority, ample
resources for punishment might be found, without infringing the rule established
by Parliament. That rule, however, is binding on His Majesty in Council, nor
can His Majesty be advised to confirm the Act under consideration, departing
as it does in this instance from the parliamentary rule.

Secondly : The Council and Assembly of Barbadoes adhere to the terms of
their original law respecting the food to be allowed apprenticed labourers in
that Island.

I am fully disposed to give due weight to the statements made respecting the
sufficiency of the provisions allowed for the maintenance of preedial labourers
in Barbadoes, and I am happy to believe that they are distinguished for their
contentment and good conduct. When, however, I compare the rations
allowed to them with those which are provided by the law of other Colonies,
and remember that the 45 weekly hours are secured to the employer in Barba-
does as strictly as in any other Island, the inference is irresistible, that the Bar-
badian apprentice is compelled to encroach largely on his own leisure, in order
to procure his daily food. It is impossible that his wants should be materially
less than those of persons in the same condition of life with himself, in the adja-
cent British settlements. Unless the law of those Colonies has made an extra-
vagant provision for the apprentices, the provision made by the law of Barba-
does must be deficient, and the leisure time of the apprentice there must be
consumed in working for his own subsistence. Now the Act of Parliament
plainly proceeds upon the principle that, in return for the 45 hours of weekly
abour the labourer is to receive adequate maintenance, and that all the remain-
ing hours of the week are to be at his own absolute disposal, for industrious
exertion, or for repose, as his inclination may dictate.

It is not necessary for me on the present occasion to vindicate or to inquire
into the propriety of the rule to which I have thus referred. It is enough that
I find it plainly laid down in the British statute. It is not a matter of choice
but of necessity to call upon the Legislature of Barbadoes to fulfil the condi-
tion upon which their participation in the compensation fund has been declared
by Parliament to depend.

I am not disposed to controvert what is said respecting the inability of many
of the poorer inhabitants of Barbadoes to afford those allowances for which Mr.
Spring Rice called; but the poorest can afford to their apprentices such a
remission from the 45 hours of weekly labour as may enable them to earn their
own food. The extreme case may indeed be supposed, in which the labours of

the
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the whole of that time would be necessary for the purpose. I do not believe
the possibility of such an occurrence, except under some circumstances of
great peculiarity. 1f however sucha case should arise, the consequence must
be frankly admitted, that the right reserved by Parliament to the employer
would be without value; a consequence which, however distressing in some
articular instances, would not prove that the general stipulation made by

Parliament for the benefit of the apprenticed labourers could be properly or
lawfully waived. .

Thirdly: Mr. Spring Rice objected to compelling watchmen and persons
employed in tending cattle to work more than 45 hours weekly. The Council
and Assembly however adhere to that rule, declaring that such labour is
necessary, and that Parliament have admitted the plea of necessity in another
case, that of Sunday labour, as overruling the general prohibition. ‘There can
of course be no dispute that all necessary works must be done, whether on

. Sunday or on any other day of the week. The question only is, by what means
must such exigencies be met? It is necessary that the cattle in the fields
should be watched, perhaps for the whole 24 hours continuously; but it is not
therefore necessary that any one man should perform 24 hours of continuous
labour, or more than 45 hours of labour in the week. The watchman having
served his time may be relieved by others taking his place and succeeding to
his duty, or his extra services may be obtained by agreement between him and
his employer, for adequate wages. The Sunday labour authorized by Parlia-
ment for the tending of cattle is an exception from the rule forbidding all work
on that day, and not an exception from the rule prohibiting mere than 45 hours
compulsory Jabour in the week. Here again. therefore, I am compelled to
renew Mr. Spring Rice’s demand for a revision of the first Act of Assembly.
Fourthly: Great importance is attached by the Council and Assembly of

Barbadoes to the rule laid down in their original law, and to which in oppo-
sition to Mr. Spring Rice’s instructions to yourself they adhere, of admitting
the predial apprentices attached to particular estates to be hired out for tem-
porary service on other properties. The conflict of their enactment with the
British statute is scarcely denied. They impute, however, to that statute cer-
tain consequences which I apprehend cannot be legitimately ascribed to it.
Thus it is said that the parliamentary rule would forbid the preedial apprentices
to work on the public roads, or in cases where there was no mill on the estate,
to manufacture the sugar grown there at the works of an adjacent plantation.
Such, however, I apprehend, is not the effect of the Act of Parliament. The
repair of the roads is a service due by the plantation to the public: the manu-
facturing of the crops is a part of the duties of the plantation itself. The pre-
cise localities in which that service and those duties are rendered, is not the
subject of the parliamentary prohibition. Nothing more was or could be meant,
than that the apprentices attached to an estate should be liable to no works but
those incident to the plantation to which they belonged. The other illustrations
which the Assembly have given of the inconvenience ofthe parliamentary rule,
really illustrate only the mischiefs which must follow from registering preedial
apprentices as attached, who ought to have been registered as unattached to
the soil. For errors of that kind, the proprietors making the registries, and
not the Legislature, are responsible. I am, therefore, under the necessity of
tepeating my predecessor’s declaration, that this enactment, being repugnant to
the Act of Parliament, cannot be sanctioned by His Majesty in Council, but
must be repealed before it can be declared that the parliamentary conditions,
on which depends the right to participate in the fund, have been fulfilled.
_So far as the Legislature of Barbadoes professed to adopt and execute the

views explained in Mr. Spring Rice’s Despatch, they appear to have done so
with sufficient accuracy, with one exception. The object of the 5th section is
to relax, in cases of necessity, the rule which forbids the employment of the
apprenticed labourers on a Sunday. The 11th section relaxes, on the same
ground, the rule forbidding their employment for more than 45 hours weekly.
In the first case, the word “ necessity” is unaccompanied by any explanation;
in the second, it is connected with the following explanatory terms, “ such as
fire, tempest, and occurrences ofa similar nature.” Now, this variety of style,
by whatever cause it may really have been occasioned, will be understood by
the Interpreterofthe law as indicating some corresponding variation of meaning.
Itwill be assumed, and not without apparent cause, that the word “ necessity”
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is used in the first passage in a much more lax and general sense than in the .
second.
The demand made by Mr. Spring Rice for an explanation of the precise

object of this ambiguous expression, has thus in effect led to the use of words
of still greater ambiguity. It is necessary that in both cases the same words
should be used to illustrate the general term “ necessity.” This remark, I
need scarcely say, is not of itself of sufficient importance to raise any obstacle
to issuing the necessary Order in Council in favour of the Colony; but the
other objections to which I have called your attention, appear to me of too
much weight to be waived, however much I may regret the necessity of
insisting upon them. That regret, however, is diminished by the reflection that
the period for the distribution of the fund cannot probably arrive until late in
the ensuing autumn; before which it will be in the power of the Council and
Assembly, by making the amendments to which I have called their attention,
to relieve their constituents from any inconvenience which might be occasioned
by a postponement of the distribution of that part of the fund to which they
will be entitled.

I have, &c.
(signed) Glenelg.

 

— No. 81.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Secretary of
. State.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 3 January 1835.
I nave great pleasure in reporting general tranquillity and industry amongst

the apprenticed population of the Windward Islands.
In this Island, I regret to say, we are suffering under severe drought, which

has greatly injured the sugar crop, and destroyed a great quantity of provisions
for the negroes ; so that I apprehend great scarcity and distress in the current
ear.

y I have, &c.
(signed) Lionel Smith.

 

— No. 82. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies.

Sir, Government House, Barbadoes, 30 January 1835.
I nave much satisfaction in reporting the continuance of tranquillity and

industry throughout the Windward Government.
Some seasonable rains have lately fallen; but much more is still required to

ensure the provision crops against the effects of the drought under which we
have been suttering.

I have, &c.
(signed) § Lionel Smith.

 

—- No. 83. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Governor Sir Lionet

Smith.

Sir, Colonial Office, 4 March 1835.

I nave received your Despatch of the 30th January, and it affords me much

satisfaction to learn that tranquillity and industry continued to prevail at the

date ofyour Despatch throughout the Windward Government,
I have, &c.

| (signed) Aberdeen.
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—~ No. 84. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of
Aberdeen, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 28 March 1835.

I trust I shall stand excused with your Lordship, that I have not been able
to furnish your Lordship’s office with any regular replies to your circular of the
30th September, respecting the productive industry of the negro population,
whichmay apply to this Island, when they become free; and that of the 17th
October, respecting emigration to the Colonies from European countries.
Both subjects were laid before Council, with a request from me that a com-
mittee of both branches of the Legislature should report upon them, which
they promised to do.

 

— No. 85.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Lionel Smith to the Earl of
Aberdeen, dated Government House, Barbadoes, 28 April 1835.

IN transmitting the enclosed letter from the House of Assembly of Barbadoesto your Lordship, agreeably to their request, I feel it necessary to state to you,previously to making any observations upon it, my reason for complying with
the demand of the writers.

Constitutionally speaking, I believe this proceeding to be irregular ; I there-fore notified to them that I would on this occasion comply with their request,but that my doing so was not to furnish a precedent for such an irregular pro-ceeding at any future time.
The subjects discussed in it are very numerous, and a proposition is advancedof a novel and striking character; namely, that the Houses of Assembly in theWest Indies ought to be unlike the House of Commons in England, and theAssembly-men ought to have powers analogous to those exercised by the re-sponsible Ministers of the Crown, that is, as I presume, to preside over everydepartment of the executive Government; thus, as your Lordship hasobserved, transferring to themselves all the powers cf the State. © Upon thisassumed difference, they claim to be allowed to administer not only their ownlaws, but to be entrusted with the charge of carrying out the Parliamentarymeasures of abolition, free from all responsibility to the executive Government.The letter is to be viewed, firstly, as a defence of the legislative measureswhich your Lordship has condemned ; and secondly, as containing an indirectattack upon my government; concluding with a sort of appeal to yourLordshipagainst my disallowance of two Acts of the Legislature, intended to supply theplace of the Rural Police Act, which your Lordship had advised His Majestyto disallow.
It is stated that the free black and coloured population are in general indiffe-rent on the question of their right to be placed on «an equal footing with theother class of their fellow-subjects in the enjoyment of the elective franchise ;and that “the subject is made one of agitation, not so much by the partiesthemselves who are immediately interested, as by their most indiscreet andinjudicious friends.” Who these friends are, or are supposed to be, does notappear; and I venture to suggest to your Lordship that it is unbecoming arepresentative body to convey charges of this import in so ambiguous a shape,especially as they must know that no such agitation exists. The resolutionsaud petition to the King from that body, (drawn up immediately after theLegislature had published your Lordship’s Despatch,) which I have the honourto forward by this opportunity, sufficiently negative a part of this charge. Thepetition has been in contemplation some time; but I do not think the resolu-tions would have been passed if the House of Assembly had not provoked thediscussion by their allusion to this class, in their letter to your Lordship.The answer contained in the sixth paragraph to the objection that the TownPonce Act renders the consent of the Council necessary on the appointment of
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the town magistrates, assumes that the members of Council have kept within
their line of duty when the eligibility of persons for the situation of magistrates
was the subject of discussion. Had these gentlemen been satisfied with ad-
vising me merely on this point, I should have had no objection to receive their
co-operation; but on the appointment of the Bridge Town magistrates they
assumed the right of nominating two magistrates in spite of me, by putting the
appointment to the vote, and carrying them against me. It is remarkable that
the House of Assembly should choose to make their stand against your Lord-
ship upon this part of the Despatch. They admit that the Council derive their
authority on the appointment of a magistrate from the Crown, and almost at
the same instant deny, or at least attempt to controvert, the right of the Crown
to take it away.

In the seventh paragraph your Lordship has some evidence of the struggle I
had with the Legislature at a very critical period to maintain the just preroga-
tive of the Crown, and you learn that the authority to dismiss a Bridge Town
magistrate was all I could procure ; an authority which your Lordship observes
the House of Assembly are very ready to admit the Council to share with me,
in order, I suppose, that the same form on a dismissal of a magistrate may be
enacted as took place on the appointment of the Bridge Town magistrates.

The ninth and eight following paragraphs contain the opinion of the House
of Assembly upon your Lordship’s reasons for recommending to His Majesty
the disallowance of the Rural Police Bill. It appears that your Lordship has
been unsuccessful in the attempt to convince them of the erroneous principle
on which they had proceeded in framing their Bill; and they contend that it
was an extremely judicious measure, because, as they say, “ it was found to be
most salutary in its effects, and that any check to its operation, any change in
its working, is at least of doubtful policy; but any modification which will ren-
der it less efficient cannot but be productive of the most cisastrous results.”
Thus it is attempted to answer your Lordship’s weighty objections to the prin-
ciple of the Bill, by striving to create alarms which are absolutely groundless.
I cannot believe this body serious when they resist your Lordship’s suggestions,
upon the feeble pretext that because the Assembly-men, by local laws passed
for local purposes, are invested with authority to act as commissioners of public
accounts and public buildings, they have a right to claim to participate in the
authority to be created by the Island law for carrying into operation the laws
consequent upon the abolition of slavery. Their supposed interest in the due
administration of the Island finances, and in the other matters in respect of
which they are constituted local commissioners, might well be assumed as the —
reason for their being selected as commissioners for the purposes stated in this
part of the letter; but the application of the principle of interest cannot avail
these gentlemen in the present instance. .

Another ground on which they justify their measure of rural police, is its
near affinity to the Bill recommende.! by Mr. (now Lord) Stanley, in the model
draft sent out to the Colonies. It will be for your Lordship to say to what
extent this affinity is preserved. If the first chapter of the model draft con-
tains, as Lord Stanley states it does, the development of the Jamaica scheme
of police, no two measures can be more dissimilar. One, the Rural Police Bill
of Barbadoes, places al! control over the police establishment in the Council and
the House of Assembly; and the other vests all power in the executive Govern-
ment. The first chapter of the model draft, as the later document, may be
looked upon as marking out the particular parts in which it was expected that
the Island measures of police should differ from the Jamaica Bill; a course
which became necessary, in consequence of the alteration which had taken place
in colonial society since the Jamaica Bill passed; but that in all other respects
His Majesty’s Government would be satisfied if the Jamaica Act was followed.
The whole reference clearly regarded schemes and details, not principles; be-
cause it is evident a Slave Act passed in 1831 could not apply to apprentice-
ship in 1834.

Happily for the prosperity of the Island, we have enjoyed undisturbed peace
since the great measure of emancipation came into operation; but I do not
ascribe it to the operation of the rejected Bill; and the Enclosures, Nos. 2 &3,
will show to your Lordship that much of the mischief which you anticipated
from the measure actually did occur. It would have been singular if, on enter-
‘ing into their state ofmodified freedom, the apprenticed Jabourers had in general

displayed



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 91

displayed any insurrectionary movement. They had everything to hope from
a passive obedience to the law. Their minds may reasonably be supposed to
have predisposed them to accept the proffered boon thankfully and quietly;
and their transition was most orderly accomplished: in the same quiet state
they have remained. Your Lordship will learn with surprise, that although
we have been for four weeks without any Rural Police Act, the business of
the estates has progressed as usual, and the general peace has not been any-
where disturbed. But I beg to state to your Lordship, that if the commis-
sioners of rural police had retained their authority, there would have been an
end to the subordination of the labourers. They were beginning to find out
that they had only exchanged one servile condition, for another equally oppres-
sive; and the cat, either by the connivance or by the orderofthe commis-
sioners, was in active use at the station houses, upon male and female offenders.
Fettered as I was, I exercised some authority, and have done all I could to put
it down; but its use would have been continued, if I had no authority over
the police. I need, therefore, scarcely state to your Lordship, thatIam at
issue with the House of Assembly as to the effects produced by the Rural
Police Bill being salutary.

I proceed now to notice the concluding part of the 17th paragraph, which
contains the attack of the Assembly upon the measures of my administration
in disallowing the two Acts of the Legislature to which they refer. As these
Acts accompany the letter, your Lordship will readily discover that as a whole
measure, their provisions were open to the objections made by your Lordship
to the first Bill. I looked upon the Bill for placing the police force under the
direction and at the disposal of the special Justices, as an attempt to place me
in a situation of difficulty. Iwas either to admit, by assenting to the Bill,
that the special Justices were better qualified than myself to direct and control
the police; that the jealousy manifested to the measure, of His Majesty’s
authority as exercised by me, was well founded, and that all that yourLordship
has said in vindication of the just rights of the executive Government was specu-
lative: or I was, by dissenting to the Bill, to run the risk of putting the tran-
quillity of the Island in some jeopardy. 1 did not hesitate long as to the course
I ought to follow. I had great confidence in my personal influence over the
mass of the population, and the latter consequenceI might be prepared for ; but
as, by assenting to the Bill, I should compromise the just and constitutional
principle advocated by your Lordship, I at once dissented to it:
The other Bill which is forwarded to your Lordship, is in substancenearly

the same as the one disallowed by your Lordship ; and was open to nearly all
the objections stated to the latter by you. I was required by it to appoint a
person to fill an office, on whom larger powers were conferred than I enjoyed
myself. I therefore disallowed this Bill also; and we remained without any
Rural Police Bill to the 24th instant. The Legislature, however, finding that
I was firm to my purpose of steadily adhering to your Lordship’s instructions,
after passing another Bill, which I rejected, at last abandoned the extraordi.
nary position they had taken, and passed a temporary Act for six months, to
keep the police force together, until your Lordship’s answer is received to the
letter addressed to you; but in this Act the control over the police force is
expressly vested in me. To this Act 1 have assented, though for so short a
period; and I am satisfied, that although I deviate on this occasion from myinstructions by so doing, your Lordship will readily understand my reasons.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 85.

THE Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, &c. &c. Ke.

The respectful Address of the House of Assembly of the Island of Barbadoess

My Lord,
Tue House of Assembly of Barbadoes having received from his Excellency the Governor® copy of yourLordship’s Despatch dated 10th January 1835, deem it a duty they owefo less to your Lordship than to themselves, respectfully to solicit your attention to theollowing explanation of the several Acts which are the subjects of your Lordship’s com-ments in the Despatch alluded to,
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They are aware of the high responsibility and delicate nature of the duties which neces- -
sarily devolved on your Lordship on accepting the office of Colonial Secretary ; and while
they have the firmest reliance on your wish and determination to promote the interests of
the West India Colonies, derived from their knowledge of your Lordship’s public character,
they trust you will give them credit for an anxious and sincere desire to act withperfect
good faith, and on all occasions to adopt that line of conduct which will tend least to em-
barrass your Lordship’s measures, and best secure the peace and prosperity of the commu-
nity at this momentous crisis.

The Police Acts deservedly claim your Lordship’s earliest notice. Tt appears that “it
has been objected to the Bridge Town Police Bill, that the effect of it will be to perpetuate
indirectly, and infact,one of those invidious distinctions referable to European and African
origin, which by the mere text of the general law are abolished.” It is evident, and indeed
is candidly stated, that this is not the objection of your Lordship; for not only is it quite
impossible to discover any grounds for it in the enactments of the Bill, but it could not have
been made by any one who had any knowledge of the real state of the law and the circum-
stances bearing on the point. It is also quite new to this House. The law by which the
elective franchise was granted to persons of African descent does not increase the qualifica-
tion for such voters only: it provides that all persons who shall hereafter become free-
holders in towns must possess the increased qualifications, but it leaves the qualifications
of the then existing freeholders untouched. Thus, while a right to vote cannot since the
passing of that Act be acquired by any person of any class or colour, except by virtue of
the higher qualification, the right to vote at the low qualification will cease either on the
transfer of the property or with the death of its possessors at the period of the passing of
the law, and these are but few in number. The operation therefore of that law is to
equalize, at no distant day, the elective franchise ; and as this can be in no way impeded
by the Town Police Act, this result must be the gradual but certain effect of time.

In the appointment of policemen under the Bill.the vestry appropriated one-third of the
number exclusively to persons of African descent. The present number in office exceeds
that proportion; and as all the men are on a footing of perfect equality, the mode of giving
effect to the Act cannot be said to tend to “ perpetuate those distinctions.” The objection
therefore does not arise from the provisions of the Bill; it is wholly foreign to its object
and spirit; and could any ground for it have been inferred from the “ text” of the law, the
actual working of it would have satisfactorily contradicted such an inference.

But the House of Assembly cannot fail to rejoice that it has been made; not only because
it has elicited from your Lordship such sound sentiments as must finally set at rest a ques-
tion which has been mischievously made the eubject of agitation in our little community,
not so much by the parties themselves who are immediately interested, as by their most
indiscreet and injudicious “ friends ;” but also because they have the satisfaction offinding
that the views and opinions of this House on the subject are sanctioned by your Lordship’s
high authority.

t has next been objected that this “ Act renders the consent of the Council of Barbadoes
necessary on the appointment of the magistrates for the city of Bridge Town.” The ap-
pointment of all magistrates has been uniformly and invariably made by Governors in
Council; the concurrence of this body is not now for the first time made necessary to such
appointments, nor is there any previous instance in which such a power bas been claimed
by a Governor alone. It is not in their legislative capacity that the members of Council are
called on to concur in the selection of magistrates, but by virtue of their office, and under
the sanction of their oaths as privy councillors. Nor can this be considered an extraordi-
nary or unconstitutional privilege, or any encroachment on the just prerogatives of the
Crown. This is proved by a reference to the English statute book. By the ed Henry 5,
it is enacted thut justices of the peace shall from thenceforth be made of the most
sufficient persons, “ by the advice of the Chancellor and of the King’s Council.” It is
therefore in effect on the responsibility of the King’s Ministers that magistrates are ap-
pointed in the mother country. Again, the same authority shows that justices of the peace
for particular places, with salaries, are sometimes appointed by the King in Council; for by
the 53d Geo. 3, c. 72, His Majesty may, with the advice of his Chancellor and Council,
appoint a barrister to execute the office of a justice of the peace in ‘the county palatine of
Lancaster, and he shall be entitled to a salary. The members of the Privy Council of
Barbadoes, who are appointed on the sole recommendation of the Governor, have always
been, and are, his constitutional advisers; they are bound to inform him of the fittest
persons to be put into the commission of the peace, and are considered as responsible to
the public for such appointments. Nay, so necessary and regular a part of their duty is
this, that it forms one of the standing instructions of the King to his Governors, thatt ey
shall not appoint any one to the office of magistrate or judge, without the advice and
consent of the Council. If, therefore, the Bill had vested the appointment of these magis-
trates in the Governor alone, his Excellency would have disobeyed: his instructions in
sanetioning it. The House of Assembly consider this to be the most important duty of the
Privy Council; they have always looked to it as the best guarantee for therespectability
and propriety of such appointments. Without such a body of gentlemen to make these
recommendations, every Governor would be liable to be imposed on by designing or interested
persons, since it is impossible that he ceuld have of himself sufficient knowledge of the cha-
racter and fitness of individuals for the magistracy. And as they never can consent to pass
an Act whichwould not only be an infringement on this ancient and valuable privilege, and
an innovation on the constitution of the country, but be also in direct opposition to the

King’s
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King’s instructions, they feel confident that in the light in which the objection is now put, BARBADUES.our Lordship will not consider it any longer of importance.
Your Lordship considers the clause ‘further objectionable, because, although the con-

currence of the Board be required.on the appointment, yet “ the dismission of a magistrate
.is to be the act of the Governor alone.” The only reniark to be made on this is, that the.
ower to dismiss these:magistrates by the Governor alone was not in the Bill us originally

introduced ; it was added because the House understood the Governor wished that it should
be inserted. The House, however, should your Lordship desire it, will readily concur in
utting the dismissal of magistrates-on-the same footing, with regard to the responsibility tobe borne by the Council, as they -have shown is: proper and legal with respect to theirappointment. , . ..

‘he last objectionis, that “ the effect of the interposition of the Council in the choice of
the city magistrates, may be to transfer from -the Governor to them the selection ‘of theersons who are to exercise the duties of the special magistrates in Bridge Town.” With great
deference to your Lordsbip’s opinion, the House of Assembly respectfully submit that suchan effect cannot possibly arise. The Act for the Abolition of Slaveryin Barbadoes notonly defines the offences and obligations between apprenticed labourers and. their em-ployers, but by its 108th clause expressly declares that the special justices of the peace.
shall have sole and exclusive jurisdiction in all such cases, There is nothing in the
Bridge Town Police Act which can alter or affect this clause, so as to take from the special
justices of ‘the peace the exclusive cognizance ‘vested in them by the former Act; nor havethe-police magistrates ever supposed that they could entertain such cases. ‘he House of
Assembly beg to assure your Lordship, that they never intended or supposed the Actcapable of such a construction; and they are most anxious to disavow all ‘Jntention tointerfere with the powers of the special justices under the Abolition Act, because such adesign would ‘be a breach of good faith on their part. ‘But in order to obviate all doubtson the-point, they will readily add a clause to-prevent the construction of which it has beensupposed capable, should your Lordship-deem it necessary after this explanation.ith respect to the Rural Police Bill, the House deeply regret that your Lordship shouldhave felt it your duty to recommend its disallowance to His Majesty. It is an Act of themost vital importance to the safety of the Island ; to its operation we are mainly indebtedfor that state uf peace and quietness, almost peculiar to this Colony, which accompaniedthe greatest change founded on the boldest experiment that was everdeliberately:made inthe relations of society; to it we may attribute that ‘continuance of industry and steadywork among our labouring population, which -by the most experienced was deemed wellnigh hopeless. Any check to its operation, any change in its working, is at the least,therefore, of doubtful policy; but any modification which will render-it less efficient cannotbut be productive of the most disastrous results. Having premised thus much, it willperhaps-be found convenient to offer.our chief explanations on this important Act under twodistinct heads, as. best corresponding with your Lordship’s main objections to it. We willfirst consider such as apply to the powers vested in the commissioners merely as membersof Assembly; and secondly, such as are vested in them as commissioners of police.ist. With regard:to the powers vested in the commissioners as members of Assembly,they are ready :to admit the full force of your Lordship’s “ general ” remarks, as applicableto the British constitution. They trust, however, your Lordship will pardon them whenthey express their conviction that they do not strictly-apply to Barbadoes. It has never‘been the policy of GreatBritain ‘to demand from her Colonies that they should frame theirConstitutions exactly on the model of her own. This is sufficiently apparent with respect‘to some of the Crown-Colonies. In fact, the British constitution, the wisest which hasever been formed for the government of a ‘mighty and independent nation, is too com-prehensive in its.outline andtoo complicated in its details to be adapted in all its parts toa colony; and it will on examination be found that the constitutions of those Colonieswhich, like-that of Barbadoes, are professedly framed after that of the mother country, aresubject to material modifications; and that the trusts which have alwaysbeen and must ofnecessity continue to be reposed in the Houses of Assembly, differ from those which areexercised by the House of Commons, as such duties are performed in the mothercountryby the responsible Ministers of the Crown. The House of Assembly are aware that theyshould apologize to your Lordship for making these remarks; but they are necessary to a‘Fight view of a most important subject, and they trust that your Lordship will not considerthem as indicating any desire to innovate on the constitution of the Colony, or as evincinga want of respect and attachment for those sacred institutions of the mother country on thestability and maintenance of which they know their own happiness and prosperity depend.The appointment of members of the Council and House of Assembly as commissioners forconducting the public business, does not ‘originate with ‘the presentBill, but is ‘of veryancient date, almost coeval with the existence of those bodies; and the most importantfanctions have been invariabl performed by commissioners thus selected. In the year1707, five members cf Council and six of the Assembly were by name appointed by an ‘Actof the Legislature a “ Committee of Public Accounts,” and invested with extensive powers,without being called on to give any security for their performance, save that which theirStation and character guaranteed. And although the objections to such a body made byyour Lordship would appear at first sight and in theory entitled to great consideration, theexperience of more than a century has proved that in practice the public resources under thecare of such commissionershave not been “ wasted.” There are also various other Boards ofones The Commissioners of Fortifications, also appointed from the same bodies
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BARBADOES, by an Act of the Legislature in 1715, were invested with large powers over the public:
— purse, and entrusted with most important duties, which ceased only with the past year:

the Commissioners for conducting the affairs of the Molehead, similarly chosen and
appointed, and invested with even greater powers; the Town Hall Committee, and several
others. In short, the whole public business of the Colony has been conducted by Boards
of Commissioners so selected and constituted ; and none but the best and most economical
results have ensued to the public, ne- has there ever been a single charge of that * abuse of
patronage ” which your Lordship autictavs as likely to be “ habitual.”
A comparison of the expenditure and population of Barbadoes with those of Trinidad and

Demerara, will perhaps satisfactorily show which system offers the best security for economy
in the public departments, and at the same time best promotes the prosperity of the inha-

itants.
The House of Assembly, while they confidently rely on your Lordship’s reconsideration

of these objections, must most respectfully state that they never can consent to relinquish
that check and control over the public purse, or to alter the old, constitutional and
economical mode of transacting the public business, which the system oljected to practically
affords; for although the method so long in usc may be open to objections in theory, they
know of none other which in a colony gives so etlicient a control over its resources, or so
good a security against the abuses contemplated by your Lordship, as that under which
they have so long lived and prospered.

2d. With respect to your Lordship’s objections to the powers which are vested in certain
of the members of the House of Assembly, as commissioners of rural police; although
there is much in them to which this House cannot assent, they are free to admit that the
Bill does give too exclusive a power to the commissioners. Jt is but justice to themselves
to state, that it was not introduced into the House in the shape in which it finally passed.
Their reasons for thus altering it in its progress, and the grounds on which those reasons
could be defended, are to be found in some circumstances immediately preceding and
attending its enactment. But as an inquiry into these might only revive angry feelings,
and could not now lead to any good practical result, the House abstain from going into
that vindication of their motives which they are confident would amply justify their con-
duct, in your Lordship’s opinion. It is to them a pleasing duty, and much more congenial
to their feelings, at onee to declare their intention to remove these objections, by passing
an Act for the government of the rural police which cannot fail to meet your Lordship’s
approbation, as it is in strict conformity in its principles, and as nearly so in its details, as
local circumstances will permit, with the Jamaica Police Act, which was recommended to
the Colonial Legislatures as a fit model, by Lord Goderich and Mr. Secretary Stanley: the
former declaring, in “acompendium of the arguments” by which his measures for the
Abolition of Slavery were explained and justified, “ that it was recommended by the consi-
deration that it wasa plan, not of English but of Colonial origin, and is almost entirely
borrowed from an Act passed by the Legislature of Jamaica in their session of 1831 ;” and
the latter, after stating his conviction that “an efficient police establishment is of the very
essence of the whole measure,” added, “ to devise a scheme of police for a remote country
might seem a hopeless enterprize, but for the assistance to be derived from the Jamaica
Police Act of 1831, which was a measure devised by the highest of all the local autho-
tities. In favour of that scheme may, therefore, be repeated all those arguments which are
verbally employed to establish the superiority of Colonial to English Legislation on Colonial
affairs. Independently of that consideration, the scheme itself appears to offer every pro-
mise of efficiency and economy.” The House has, therefore, lost no time in endeavouring
to supply the place of their former Act by a Bill framed on the model so highly recom-
mended; and as the police force is by it placed, in conformity with your Lordship’s wishes,
under “the effective and constitutional control of the Governor,” they confidently anticipate
your Lordship’s early approval of it; and they trust the Colony will not again incur the
dangers to which it is necessarily exposed, without a well-organized, effective and legally
protected body ofrural police. :
The House of Assembly cannot close their observations on these important heads, with-

out assuring your Lordship that the conduct of the commissioners, a8 it appears on the
minutes of their proceedings, evinces a sincere desire faithfully to co-operate in carrying the
new system into effect, and to assist the special justices in the execution of the arduous task
assigned them. They seem to have considered them as in truth the persons to whom, in
the language of Mr. Stanley, “ the execution of the new law is expressly confided by Par-
liament.” it appears that one of their first acts as a board was to invite these gentlemen
to a conference, and to solicit their advice and assistance in framing the rules and regula-
tions for the government and discipline of the rural police; and when some alterations in
the working of the system were subsequently proposed, they were not decided on without
again consulting with the special magistrates. Nor has the House any reason to regret the
conduct of the Board towards these gentlemen, being satisfied that the confidence shownin
them has been received as an honourable proof of good faith on their part; and that its
moral effect on the minds of the apprenticed labourers has tended to promote among them
as a body, the orderly and peaceable conduct which they have maintained while under the
influence of most exciting changes. .

Your Lordship has also made some “ particular” objections to the details of the plan as laid

down by this Bill. In the first place, your Lordship considers the provisionsmade respecting

“the labour of persons condemned to thepublic works,” and “ prison discipline,” the “ ap-
tpointment and removal for misconduct of the keepers of the houses of correction, have no

necessary
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necessary or proper connection with the main object of the law.” In any other system
than the one which it is the primary object of the Rural Police Bill to establish and main-tain, such “ Heads of Legislation” would certainly be foreign to the main enactments of thelaw in question ; but when it is remembered that these subjects are introduced as forming an
essential part of this particular s stem of police ; that in the Orders in Council passed forthe government of the Crown Colonies, and sent to those having Legislatures, as best show-ing the views of the then existing Government on the question, they are all included under
the head of “ police ;” and that the object of so classing them is to place as much aspos-
sible the punishment of the apprenticed labourers under the immediate superintendence ofthe special justices; the House of Assembly are inclined to think that your Lordship will
no longer deem them foreign to the enactments of a Rural Police Bill, but rather as a neces-sary part of that police system which, in your own language, is “ to give effect to the lawfor the Abolition of Slavery.” But as this cannot be said of the enactments contained in
the clauses numbered from 13 to 18, they are, in deference to your Lordship’s opinion,
omitted in the new Bill, and will form the subject of a separate Act; because it is intendedthat this police shall not only secure the wellworkingof.the new system, but be also in-strumental in promoting the legitimate objects of a police force, viz. the prevention of crime
and suppression of vice. They cannot either admit that they are wholly « foreign to thescope of a police bill,” and “in no way indicated by its title,” because they are for themost part taken from the last Act for the regulation of the London Police, 3 & 4 Will. 4,c. 19.

ad. Your Lordship objects that the power to purchase land is given to the commission-ers and their successors, and that they are not to be bought in the name of the King. In
this respect the House of Assembly have only followed their own former precedents, andcopied trom Acts of the Imperial Parliament; but they apprehend that lands for such pur-oses are never purchased in the name of the King; and for this obvious reason, that theKing cannot be seised to the use of another.

3d. The House of Assembly cannot omit to assure your Lordship that their reason forlacing the police force under the immediate command of the Governor, in case of martialfa, was not because they desired to repose in him due confidence “ when it is attendedwith a great risk, and then only.” They followed in this respect the Jamaica Police Act;and their sole reason for adopting it was, because it was absolutely necessary, in a case inwhich the operation of the Act in question would be suspended, and to prevent the policefrom being disbanded, to vest the absolute command of them somewhere; and as theGovernor or person having military command appeared to them to be the fittest person to beinvested with such an authority, the Act was framed so as to give it to such person. TheHouse of Assembly are also at a loss to discover on whom else, during martial law, such anauthority could devolve.
In conclusion, the House of Assembly deem it roper to inform your Lordship, that theBill intended to supply the place of the Act for the establishment of a rural police, whichwas disallowed by His Majesty, was originally passed with a suspending clause, that itmight have your Lordship’s approval before it came into operation; and in order that thesystem might receive no check to its. well working, a short Bill was passed, placing thepolice force for six months under the direction and at the disposal of the special justices ofthe peace appointed by His Majesty to carry into execution the Abolition Act. To thisAct, a copy of which is forwarded for your Lordship’s information, his Excellency has beenpleased to withhold his assent, for the reasons stated in his communication to the Presidentof the Council of the 27th March instant, co y of which is also annexed.The course thus adopted by the Governor fas compelled the Legislature to erase the sus-pending clause, and present the Bill which accompanies this, for his Excellency’s disallow-ance or assent, as he shall deem expedient.
On the Militia Act your Lordship is pleased to remark, that it fixes the qualification ofprivates at too great an amount of property; and that the measure, not being limited to theduration of the apprenticeship, is apparently designed us a permanent system. Your Lord-ship adds, that * His Majesty's decision will be suspended until the Governor shall havereported what may be its probable effect on the military defence of the Island; and how farit may be expedient, for any such object, to sanction an Act, the tendency of which appearsto be to maintain disabilities which have been professedly abolished, and to keep alive invi-dious distinctions in society.”
The qualification required by this Act is a pecuniary one, and extends indiscriminatelyto all classes of persons, with the exception of clerks in offices or counting-houses. ThePrinciple of the Bill has, at least, yourLordship’s sanction; for your Lordship very justlyobserved in the former part of your Despatch, in reference to these « distinctions,” that“* property may be taken as not an unfair test of the fitness of persons for public trusts, asit certainly ascertains their probable disposition to support the political institutions underwhich they live.” ,The exception in favour of clerks is made because persons of this description may beconsidered as affording sufficient security to the public for their good conduct, from theireducation and expectations; they also for the most part reside in Bridge Town and within amile of their porade ground. The time occupied by them in performing militia duty is nottheir own loss but that of their employers. ‘lhey perhaps form the best description of ourmilitia force; and as they iook forward to being advanced to respectable situations in society,thisearly training qualifies them for promotion in the militia. It is different with the “ hus-vandman, artizan and mechanic :” they frequently have to travel a distance from their pomes278.
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before they reach their parade ground; one day in every month of their time is therefo1
abstracted from the occupations by which they gain their- livelihood; and they are save
the expense of equipment.
By the present Militia Act, every freeman in the Island able to bear arms, from the age

16 to 60, with the exception of His Majesty’s members of Council, is bound to serve i
person in the militia. Such a law was not only applicable to the state of society whic
existed when it was passed, but was absolutely necessary to the security of the Islan
against internal commotion. But on the extinction of slavery it became equally necessar
to guard against the consequences of an event which might have thrown the whole mal
population within those ages into the ranks of the militia. With that view an Act wa
passed in which the qualification was prospective, and which had reference only to thos
persons who might thereafter become free. This Act was disallowed hy His Majesty. Th

ouse of Assembly so fully coincide in the sentiments expressed by Mr. Secretary Stanle
in his Despatch announcing the disallowance of that Act, that they trust your Lordship wi
pardon the following long extract from it. “Mr. Secretary Stanley was pleased to wnite a
follows on the subject: ‘‘ His Majesty has been advised to disallow this Act upon ground
which it is my duty to explain to you. I have no doubt that the object of the Legislatur
of Barbadoes in making this provision was to adapt the militia laws of this Island to th
altered state of society which must ensue upon the approaching extinction of slavery, t
which the present laws are clearly inapplicable. It is obvious that @ law requiring ever

free man to be enrolled in the militia would, in the event of all becoming free, encumbe

the Colony with the maintenance of an unnecessarily large and expensiveforce}; nor am
prepared to deny that, in the state of things which is about to commence, it may. b

expedient or even necessary to require some pecuniary qualification for the purpose ¢

‘limiting the indiscriminate possession of fire-arms. So strongly do I feel the propriety ¢

some legislative enactment upon this subject, that, had the exigency been urgent in poir

oftime, 1 might have been induced to advise that the present Act should have: been left t
its operation, trusting that the Legislature would upon reconsideration have amended iti
those points in which it appears objectionable in principle. But as no such exigenc

exists; and as it will he easy to secure all the real advantages of the measure by Act
entirely free from objection, His Majesty has been advised to take. the course of at onc

disallowing the present Act. The Statute 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 73, prescribes a period at th
expiration of which slavery should altogether cease throughout His Majesty's dominions
unless sooner terminated by Acts of the Colonial Legislatures; and the obvious intent an:

spirit of that statute is, that after that period civil distinctions arising out of the: servil

condition of a portion of the population should altogether cease, with respect to exclusio
from serving in the militia. Indeed the Act of Parliament expressly reserves to the Colonie
Legislatures the right of disqualifying those who now are slaves, during the continuance c

an intermediate state, neither of absolute slavery nor of perfect freedom, termed. in the Ac
‘apprenticeship,’ the duties and restrictions. of which appear incompatible with th

performance of military duty. Had the prohibition therefore of the Barbadoes Act: onl

applied to the period’ of this contemplated state, or, looking to the great increase of fre
men, had confined the duty or the privilege of military service and the possession of arm

to those who should possess a certain amount of property, | should have considered th
provisions not only unobjectionable but desirable. But as the Act is at present worded, i

appears to be repugnant in its principle to the spirit of the British statute; it keeps up a
invidious distinction beyond the period of the final change; it permanently deprives th
man manumitted after a certain day of privileges which it confers upon another becaus

he happened to be manumitted before that day, and it founds the perpetual exclusion upu

the present servile state of the individual. It is to the principle then, rather than to th
practical operation of the Act, that His Majesty’s Government see cause to. object; an
giving full credit to the Legislature of Barbadoes for having no other object in-view tha
the prevention of the inconvenience and danger which mightarise from the indiscriminat

admission of the whole populationto theright of carrying arms, I shall be preparedt
advise His Majesty to consider favourably any Act: which may be presented for ‘hi

sanction, limiting the privilege by a pecuniary qualification, provided such restrictions appl

equally to all classes of His Majesty’s free subjects within the Colony who may not, at th

passing of the Act, have been enrolled in the militia under the existing laws.”

It was in the spirit of Mr. Stanley’s recommendation that the Legislature of Barbadoe

passed the Act which has been submitted for your Lordship’s consideration. They hav

reconsidered the question of qualification, with reference to its amount, and they do not fin

the amount fixed by the Act higher than is necessary to secure the objects above cot

templated, and to ensure the public confidence in so important an arm of colonial strengt

and security.
The House of Assembly deem it proper to add, that they consider the present milit

system susceptible of much improvement, and they have appointed a committee for th

purpose of considering and reporting to the House such alterations as the present state|
the Colony render expedient.
The House of Assembly have passed an Act to repeal the 5th and 2gth sections of tl

Act relating to offences against the person. The object of enacting them was not a desi

in the Legislature of Barbadoes to assume any power, nor did it proceed from “ inattention

Instances of the escape of murderers, from a defect of the jurisdiction which these clause

gave, were in the recollection of the House, and caused their insertion; but the House full
coincid
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coincides in yourLordship’s opinion, that it is wise to incur the inconveniences alluded to,
rather than to hazard any infringement of great constitutional principles.

With respect to the Act appointing Francis Mayal Mallalieu, Inspector-general of Police,
which your Lordship considers “ an important and dangerous innovation,” the House of
Assembly assure your Lordship that this mode of appointment is not new. The agent for
the Island is thus appointed. But the real object of the law was to invest Mr. Mallalieu, as
Inspector-general, with the powers and protection necessary to. the due and efficient per-
formance of the duties of his office; and the reason why it was done by a separate Act is,
because Mr. Mallalieu was not in the Island at the time of the passing of the Rural Police
Bills, in which case his duties would have been specified in that Act, as they now are in the
one with which its place has been supplied. They are, however, glad that your Lordship
approves of the appointment of that officer, as they are convinced, from his uniform
activity and good conduct since his arrival, and from the great experience which he
brought with him to the performance of his duties, that the Island will benefit rargely from
the appointment, and in no respect. more than by the savings arising from. that rigid
economy which his superintendence will enforce in every department of the system. —

in offering the foregoing explanation, the House of Assembly most respectfully assure
your Lordship, that they have been influenced solely by a desire to satisfy your Lordship’s
mind that the measures which they adopted were the result of their local nowledge and
experience, and were founded ona sincere desire fairly to meet and provide for the great
change in the condition of the labouring population of the Island. eeply interested as
they are in the event, well knowing that on the successful accomplishment of the great
measure of emancipation depends the safety of their lives and the security of their
properties, and seeing in the well-working of the scheme their prosperity, in its failure their
ruin, they cannot be supposed capable of such folly as wilfully to oppose a measure which
was inevitable, or guilty of such madness as wantonly to incur hazard where suck vital
interests were at stake; they desire that the fitness and efficacy of their measures shouldbe judged of by no other test than the actual working of the new system under them. To
this, as the best proof, and. that which must be most satisfactory to your Lordship, they
confidently appeal; and they assure your Lordship that they will at all times be ready to
meet the strictest inquiry into their conduct, and to give to your Lordship the most full and
candid explanation of the motives by which it is regulated.

They have, &c.
House of Assembly, 31 March-1835. (signed) = N. Forte, Speaker.

 

(APPENDIX A.)

RETURN of the respective Numbers of Wurtz and Cotourep Mey, at present serving
in the Bridge Town Police Establishment.

 

 

     
 

 

Number NumberDISTRICT. of‘White. of Col i TOTAL. REMARKS.

Roebuck - + - 9 6 15 The number of co-
loured-men has neverBy- 2 + - 9 6 15 been less than one-Tudors - + 10 5 1§ third ; it now exceeds
that proportion.

28 17 45

(signed) FM. Mallalieu, Inspector-general.

(ApPENDIx B.)

Sir, Police-office, Bridge Town, 2 March 1835. |
We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, containing the followingQueries, to which we beg to annex the accompanying Answers:
Query1.Whether you have either individually or jointly taken cognizance of any cases,8 magistrates, between apprenticed labourers and their employers or owners?Answer. Never, but in cases of felony, when it becomes necessary to send on the partiesto the court of grand sessions.

Query 2. What course do you adopt when such question is incidentally brought beforeyou
saps We always refer the matter to the special justice, for trial under the Emancipa-

. tion
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tion Act; but when the conduct of an apprentice is grossly offensive, and the public peace
disturbed, the individual is taken into custody by the police, and passed on to the special
justice for investigation.

We have, &c,

(signed) § Edward H. Moore, 3. p.
The Hon. John H. Nurse, Robert Hendy, 3. p.

&e. &e. &e. Christopher Gill, 3. P.
et

(ApPEeNDIx C.)

Barbadoes.—AN ACT to authorize the Special Justices of the Peace to appoint a certain
Number of Policemen for their respective Districts.

Wuerzas the Act for the establishment of a Rural Police has been disallowed by HisMajesty in Council: And whereas an effective police is as essentially necessary to the wellworking of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, as to the preservation of the pablic peace :Be it enacted, by his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, knight, Commander of the Most Honour-able Military Order of the Bath, His Majesty’s Captain-general and Governor-in-Chief ofthis Island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-Admiral of the same; the Honourable theMembers of His Majesty’s Council; and the General Assembly of this Island ; and bythe authority of the same: That the several special justices of the peace appointed for thisIsland shall be authorized and required forthwith and immediately on the passing of thisAct, to enlist and enrol a body of police in the manner hereinafter mentioned, that is to say;the special justice of the peace appointed for the parish of St. Michael shall forthwith andimmediately on the passing of this Act enlist and enrol 12 men to serve on.horseback andthree on foot, and a sergeant and keeper of prison for the said district; that the special jus-tice of the peace for the parishes of Christchurch and St. George shall in like manner enlistand enrol 16 men to serve on horseback and three to serve on foot, and a sergeant andkeeper of the prison for the said district; and the special justice of the peace for the parishesof St. Philip and St. John shall forthwith and immedia y on the passing of this Act enlistand enrol 16 men to serve on horseback and three to serve on foot, and a sergeant andkeeper of the prison for the said district; and the special justice of the peace for theparishes of St. James and St. Thomas ghall in like manner enlist and enrol 12 men to serveon horseback and three to serve on foot, and a sergeant and keeper of the prison for the saiddistrict; and the special justice of the peace for the parishes of St. Peter and St. Lucyshall in like manner enlist and enrol 12 men to serve on horseback, nine men to serve onfoot, six ofwhom are to be kept on duty in Speight’s Town under the command of a ser-geant, and to appoint two sergeants and akeeper oftheprison for the said district; and thespecial justice of the peace for the parishes of St. Andrew’s and St. Joseph shall in likemanner enlist and enrol 12 men to serve on horseback and three onfoot,and @ sergeant andkeeper of the prison for the said district. And the several police officers thus appointedshallbe indented for a term of not less than six months: and they shall, when thus enrolled,obey all the lawful commands of the said several special justices of the peace for theirrespective districts. And the said special justices shall be authorized to frame andestablishthe necessary and proper lations for maintaining discipline and order amongst the saidpolicemen: and they shall be authorized to dismiss the said policemen in their respectivedistricts, on conviction of any great impropriety of conduct or wilful disobedience of thesaid rules and regulations.
Clause 2. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the severalpoliceofficers appointed by virtue of this Act shall be ‘always on duty at such place in the respec-tive districts to which theyrespectively belong as they have heretofore resided at, or whichmay be for that purpose provided for them, and. under such rules and regulations as arehereinbefore directed to be made ; and the treasurer of the Island is hereby authorized tohire such places for the purposes aforesaid. And the said sergeants and policemen shall actas conservators of the peace for their respective districts; an they shall have, exercise andenjoy all the powers, authorities and immunities which are incident to the offive of a con-stable or police officer under any Act of this Island, or any Act of the Imperial Parliamentin force in this Island, which are by the general law vested in constables.
Clause 3. And be it further enacted, that each of the sergeants hereby appointed shall be"required to keep a good horse, and shall receive a salary at the rate of 1304. current moneyof this Island per annum, except the serjeant for Speight’s Town, who shall not be com-pelled to keep a horse, and shall only receive a salary of 76 /. like current money per annum.And each of the said policemen serving on horseback shall receive a salary at the rate of80 /. like current money per annum; and each policeman serving on foot shall receive asalary at the rate of 507. like current mone per annum. And the keepers of the prisonshere y appointed shall receive a salary atthe rate of 1002, like current money per annum.Which said several salaries shall be paid by the treasurer of the Island, in equal monthlypayments, on the certificates of the several justices of the peace that the same are due.
Clause 4. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall continue in force for the periodof six months from and after the passing thereof, and no longer.
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(Aprenpix D.)

Sir,
Government House, 27 March 1835.Upon deliberate consideration of my instructions from His Majesty’s Secretary of State,- [cannot assent to this or any other Bill which does notplace the police force neces tocontrol the apprenticed labourers under the absolute and unfettered authority oftheExe.cutive; his Lordship declaringI must “ steadily adhere to that principle,” on giving orrefusing assent to any Police Bill which may be tendered for my acceptance.T have, therefore, dissented to the enclosed Bill, and beg you will inform the Councilaccordingly.

 

I have, &c,The Honourable Judge Beccles, (signed) Lionel Smith.President.

Enclosure 2, in No. 85.

Sir District F., 24 Feb. 1895.I nap the honour yesterday of receiving your letter of the 1gth, and in reply beg to statefor the information of his xcellency the Governor, that after a strict investigation asdirected, I have not been able to ascertain that any driver has been sent to Bissex Hill, tosuperintend any extra labour. It appears from the examination of some of the police offi-cers, that in the early part of November sume labour was given to the Colony, to assist inpreparing the foundation for the erection of the police station; this was not labour sen-tenced hy the Court, but labour due to the em loyer for labour lost during the time thosepeople were confined and put to hard labour y sentence of the Court. A woman wassent to work the same labour in the earlypart of December. The first were there two orthree Saturdays, the latter two Saturdays; the whole remained nine hours each day at lightwork by themselves, without any one to superintend them; neither did the officers useanyauthority over them. I have hada number of applications to receive gratuitous labour, buthave always refused them; and as I soon as I heard such had been given, I gave positiveorders the officers should not receive any.
The cat I find has been carried by the officers attending to the penal ngs, subsequentto my giving orders to the contrary, as his Excellency will perceive by the enclosed docu-ments. I have neither been able to ascertain that any labourers have been threatened inthe manner stated; but if his Excellency will cause me to be furnished with the names ofthe complainants, I may be able more fully to come to the truthofthe¢complaint.

ave, Kc,
(signed) Jos. Hamilton, S.J. P.

 

District F.

DEPOSITION of Robert M'Alpin, Sergeant of Police of the aboveDistrict.

Tus Deponent saith, That Joseph Hamilton, esquire, special justice of the peace for theabove district, has given orders to me several times that no apprenticed labourer should bereceived to be worked at Bissex Hill, unless legally convicted to hard labour; that if thepolice officers took charge ofany, he would not be responsible for any such proceedings ;and such orders. communicated to the whole of the police officers. And further orderswere given me that a cat was not to be used at all at the Hill, by the officers when attend-ing the convicted labourers, which orders I also communicated to the police officers; butRichard P. Pile, esquire, a resident commissioner, gave strict orders that each officer attend-ing the labour of the prisoners were to carry a cat, as they would not do any work withoutit, and that was the only method of compelling them. And I can positively state that I amnot aware that a driver was ever at Bissex Hill on Saturday.
(signed) = Robert M‘Alpin,

Serjeant of Police, District F.Sworn before me at the Court of District F., this 2gd day of Feb. 1895.
Jos. Hamilton, S. J. P.

 

District F,

DEPOSITION of Francis Barrow, Keeper of the House of Correction for the above
District.

_ Tats Deponent saith, That I have received orders from Capt. Joseph Hamilton, specialJustice of the peace for the District F., that no extra labour should be worked at BissexHill, and should any person send labourers to be worked, not to receive them. I haverepeatedly sent back labourers sent to the gang to work extra labour. I also wasdirectedmw ee
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by Sergeant M‘Alpin not to send up a cat when the prisoners went to work ; it wasCaptain
amilton’s orders that it was not to be allowed. But Mr. Richard P. Pile, one of the com-

missioners for the district, gave directions that no police officer appointed to take charge of
the penal gang, was to take them to work unless he carried a cat; and if it was necessary,
the prisoners were to be whipped, but not severely ; that if they were very unruly they were
to be taken before the magistrate.

I am not aware that a driver was ever sent to Bissex to drive any labourers.
(signed) Francis Barrow.

Sworn before me this 24th day of Feb. 1835.
(signed) Jos. Hamilton,8. J. P.

 

Sir, Barbadoes, 3 March 1835.
I uave the the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from your Excel-

lency, dated 28th Feb., enclosing a letter from Captain Hamilton, of District F., with the
deposition of two police officers at his station, relative to the discipline observed at the
station house at Bissex Hill, and requesting my report on this case.

It appears from these documents that the cat is used at, Bissex Hill station as an-emblem
ofauthority, by the police officers superintending the labour of the convict apprenticed
labourers; and one policeman, Barrow, states that it was ordered by Mr. Pile that the
prisoners should be whipped if necessary. It therefore becomes a question of some im-
portance whether or not the use of the cat in the manner stated is allowed by theexisting
aw
By the Abolition Act of Barbadoes, clause 70, “No person other than the justices of

the peace holding special commissions has authority to punish an apprenticed labourer for
any offence, by the whipping, beating or imprisonment of the person, or by any penal or
other correction or imprisonment whatsoever, unless deriving the authority to do so:from a
law or police regulation in force for the prevention or punishment of any offence; such
Jaw or police regulation being in force against or applicable to other persons of free
condition.”
By clause 21 of the Act for establishing a rural police, persons condemned to imprison-

ment with hard labour at the houses of correction, are to be classed and formed into one or
more penal gangs, and to be employed under the superintendence of one or more police
officers, &c. “ under such rules and regulations as the said commissioners shall deem fit.”

It does not appear that the use of the cat at Bissex Hill has been otherwise sanctioned
as a police regulation than by the orders-of Mr. Pile, to which it does not. appear that any
other commissioner was a party; but whether Mr. Pile acted individually or conjointly
with his co-commissioners on this occasion is .immaterial, as [-do not think that ‘in either
case such an order would be valid. The commissioners have no power to order punishment
by corporal correction; and unless it can be shown that either by the general or local law
the cat is allowed as an instrument for compelling all classes of convicts to labour during
the period of undergoing their punishment, they cannot sanction its use, notwithstanding
the power vested in them by clause 27 of the Rural Police Act; and I-am not aware that
overseers superintending the working of a convict gang are allowed to carry it; or to use
it without the authority of a magistrate, which in this case seems to have been expressly
withheld.

It is, therefore, quite clear to me that the cat has been used at the station-house at Bissex
Hill without any sufficient authority; but.it will no doubt be insisted upon that Mr. Pile,
in ordering the use of it, exercised a legitimate authority as a commissioner of ruralpolice;
and it would be difficult to persuade a court or a jury in Barbadoes that I have taken an
accurate view of the question. Fortunately, however, all doubt upon this point is now at
anend, The disallowance of the Rural Police Bill sets this question at rest, and the pro-
ceedings at the Bissex’s Hill station singularly illustrate the tortuous working of this:legis-
lative measure. Theyclearlyshow how successfully it defeats the intentions of Parliament,
by conferring on the commissioners the power of setting at nought the authority of the sti-
pendiary magistrates whensoever they pleased.

 

His Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, x.c.3. . I have, &c.
&e. &e. &Ke. (signed) H.C. Sharpe.

Sir, Springfield, 16 March 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication under date of the

4th inst., and must apologize fornot having replied to it earlier.
It-did not, however, reach me until on the evening of the oth, and I have been several

times since engaged on public business. ‘ .
It becomes necessary for me to enter into some detail to reply fully to the inquiry of

his Excellency. Between two and three months since I had been absent from home for
a week, when on my return, the policemen who were in charge of the penal gan came to
me and informed me that Captain Hamilton had some days before desired that the police-
men whose duty it may be in.turn to superintend the labour of the penal gang, should not
carry a cat; andthey informed me that he added that such was his.order; but that if the
commissioners thought that-it -was necessary, and gave the order for carrying a cat, they
must obey it. Being the only resident commissioner in the district, I inquired of themhe

effec
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effect ofthe order given by Captain Hamilton ; they replied that they had taken the eariiest
opportunity after my return home to inform me that the convicts idled excessively, and
that they were even heard to say that they would work as they pleased, as there was now
no longer @ power to compel them to labour hard. The subject of coercion had been re-
cently discussed at the board of commissioners; and it there seemed to be theprevailing
opinion, that where the convicts were idle or disobedient whilst at work, the cat should, as
as is the case with convicts elsewhere, be used moderately, as a stimulus to further
xertion.

* At this particular time doubts had been expressed by one or more of the special jus-
tices whether they had the power to compel hard labour, or to punish idleness not com-
mitted in the service of the employer. Under these circumstances, and in possession of
the sentiments of the board, 1 gave orders to the policemen that a cat was to be carried
by the men in charge of the convicts; and that should they be idle, and continue soalter being spoken to, they may resort to the use of the cat ina very moderate degree,for the purpose of coercing them to increased exertion; and should such moderate means
fail, they must then bring them to me, and I would _pass them on to the special justice
with a complaint. Having given this order, I thought it my duty to see, as far as I could,
that it was not abused. I therefore frequently went to the place on which the convicts were
at work, and am ready to declare that in no instance did 1 see or hear during that time ofany complaint of undue severity. The system continued to work well ; and there appeared
on the part of the labourers a desire to avoid being sent to the station, because they could
be compelled to hard labour, or an increase of exertion beyond that usually made by them
at home.

Soon after the 25th February, Captain Hamilton again issued an order that the cat may
be carried, but that it was on no account to be used, underpain of suspension of the officer
using it. I have given no order since; the cat is carried, but not used. I have received
constant complaints from the police officers that the prisoners, aware of the order, are exces-sively idle; that their conduct is riotous and disorderly; that they laugh, sing and talkaloud whilst idling; that they taunt them with carrying an instrument which is neitheruseful nor ornamental; and that in fact they do not perform “hard labour.” It mayperhaps be necessary to state the reason of the police officers having so often made theirreports tome. There being no district prison, when the police was removed from Joe’sriver, as an accommodation to the inhabitants of the district, I lent two rooms in one ofmy buildings, which being approved of by the special justice, were used as prisons; andtherefore the superintendents of the labour came to the estate twice each day. Instanceshave come under my own knowledge, and others have been reported to me, where labourers’ have been heard to say, on being threatened to be carried before the special justice, thatthey cared not, as he would only send them to the station, where they could now do as theypleased. Icannot omit to mention that this order, connected with the circumstance ofthere having been, since the 20th December, only one corporal punishment ordered by thespecial justice of the district, has given an impression to the labourers that such a mode ofpunishment and coercion must not be resorted to.

I regret exceedingly to state, for the information of his Excellency, that there existsthroughout the district a general dissatisfaction amongst the employers of apprenticedlabourers, occasioned by the order last issued by Captain Hamilton; and they hesitate notto declare their determination to submit to the annoyances of their apprenticed labourers,rather than to take them before the special justice, where they will be nominally ordered apunishment, which virtually they do not undergo, that of “ hard labour.” I would venturemost humbly andrespectfully to suggest to his Excellency, the possibility that from thesecircumstances may occur most unhappy results ; as the employers, fearing that the workingof convicts under the present system could only be the means of bringing not only thepolice force, but the Abolition Act itself into contempt, may feel themselves compelled toresort to a system of negative punishment, namely, that of withholding from their labourersthe enjoyment of many comforts and privileges which they now possess, but which are notenjoined by law. This would lead to a disunion of feeling between the different classes,which it has always been declared, by the various Secretaries of State for the Colonial De-partment,tobe the object and wish of the British Nation and the British Parliamentcare-ully to avoid.
I beg to apologize to his Excellency for the length of this communication; and in replyto the inquiries of his Excellency, to state that | acted, not as a justice of the peace (nothaving been sworn in), but in the capacity of one of the commissioners appointed underthe Rural Police Act, and under the authonty of the 21st clausertthat Act.

ave, &c.Lt. Darling, &c. &c. Ke. (signed) Richard P. Pile.

 

Distraicr F.

Sir, ; 3 April 1835.I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29d ult., enclosing aletter from Mr. Pile, of Springfield, to which his Excellency directs my notice, and requiresme to report as the “ pencil remarks ” in its margin point out.have to request his Excellency will excuse the liberty I have taken in numbering theremarks, as by that method they may be more readily referred to. th.
ave

BARBADOES.
———e

229



230

BARBADOES.

Enclosure 3,
in No, 85.

102 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

I have made inquiries of thepolice officers, and have also examined them, relative to
those parts of Mr. Pile’s letter of the 16th March, which his Excellency requires me to
report upon.
With respect to the first remark, the police officers deny having given such information

to Mr. Pile at the time mentioned ; neither did they hear the prisoners say “ they would do
as they pleased, as there was now no longer a power to compel them to labour hard.”

2d. The police officers all state the cat was used moderately; namely, when any one of
the prisoners idled, a light stripe was laid on their backs, it being covered at the time with
their clothes.

gd. I believe that more than one special justice entertained the opinion, previous to his
Excellency’s circular of the 19th February, that after an apprenticed labourer was convicted
he had nothing further to do with him, except as expressed in the 74th clause of the Island
Abolition Act, which states, “ the special justice is to appoint police officers to superintend
the convicts’ labour, and is directed to give those officers such orders as he may think proper
to prevent their escape.”

4th. I was not aware that this order was given by Mr. Pile.
5th. I know not what Act or clause authorizes Mr. Pile to order flogging.
6th. When the special justices met his Excellency at Government-house on the 25th

February, on public business, his Excellency’s opinion was asked as to the legality of the
cat being carried by the officers superintending the penal gangs: the substance of his
Excellency’s answer was, “ that he had ascertained that the cat was carried with penal
gangs at home; therefore he did not see any material harm or objection to its being carried,
provided it was not used.” Upon the faith of this reply, I gave orders to the sergeant of
police on the 27th February, “ that the officers attending the penal gang might carry the
cat, but on no account were they to use it ;” and to ensure the latter part of the order being
unctually obeyed, I added, “ if any officer did so I would immediately suspend him; but

if the prisoners misbehaved, the officers were to make their complaint to me, and I would
order them a punishment.”

7th. One day, when Mr. Pile was at the station where the prisoners work since the 27th
February, police-officer William R. M‘Lean told him the prisoners were very idle; that he
threatened to use the cat, when they turned it into ridicule. Police-officer Timothy
O’Shaughnessy told Mr. Pile, since the 27th February the prisoners were idle and very slow
in their movements.

8th. Police-officer John R. Nicholls states the prisoners laugh and sing. The other officers
state they are not riotous or disorderly, neither do they laugh or sing; they sometimes
talk, but stop when spoken to; the officers have not been taunted by the prisoners for carry-
ing the cat, &c., as stated in Mr. Pile’s letter.

gth. I have no recollection of any instance where the apprentice labourers have said,
“ they did not care being sent to the special justice, as he would only send them to the
station, where they could now do as they pleased.” It has often been asserted from the
commencement of the apprenticeship, by the complainant, that the prisoners on trial had
said, “ they might take them to the magistrate, or where they pleased ;” but this I always
considered was said when in a state of irritation, and not meant, neither intended to allude,
to the severity of the punishment likely to be awarded

1oth. I am not aware of a “ general dissatisfaction” through the district at the last order
issued by me, namely, that given to the officers “ to carry the cat with the penal gang, but
not to use it.”

11th. Neither do { know of any determination on the part of the employers to submit to
the “ annoyances” of their apprenticed labourers, rather than take them before the special
justice.
) 12th. The 21st clause of Island Rural Police Act states, the prisoners are to be worked
under such rules and regulations as the commissioners shall deem fit, and the special justice
is to appoint officers to attend them.

I herewith beg to enclose a ‘copy of the deposition of the sergeant of police, regularly
attested, according to his Excellency's request, together withMr.Pile’s letter. *

ave, &c.
C. H. Darling, Esq., Private Secretary, (signed) J. Hamilton, S.J. P.

&e. &c. Ke. "

 

Enclosure 8, in No. 85.

Police Office, A. District, Bardadoes,
Sir, 27 April 1835.

[ nave the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 25th inst., and to state in reply, for
the information of his Excellency, that I have considered the commissioners generally in
this Island in any other light than an assistance to the special magistrate, but rather as
materially interfering with them.

In December last, two policemen of my station were disorderly, and by the law I was
compelled to report them to the commissioners, being under their control.
One policeman, named Davison, had been drunk three times, and once on duty. I

reported him on the 6th December last, when he was instantly struck off on that very day.
This man was a discharged soldier of the g3d regiment.
The next policeman, named Agard, was also reported on the 6th December, for actual

mutiny;
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mutiny: he had absented himself one day without leave, and I directed the sergeant thatAgard should make good his day when it came to his day for going on leave, when Agardpositively refused to make it good, and swore before the sergeant that he (Agard) would goon leave his day in spite of the devil, and did go. I reported the circumstance to the com-missioners, who ordered me to appear before Mr. Evelyn, a general magistrate, to prefer mycharge and produce my evidences. I did 80; Agard confessed his guilt, and was sentencedto pay 12 dollars. It was much wished to return him back to the police, which I firmlyopposed, stating his unfitness for the situation; and after this affair was pending he wasallowed to resign his situation, instead of being dismissed, for example sake to others.This man was a spy most decidedly, and continu ly talked of his friend thecommissioner,Mr. Boucher Clarke, jun., whom he gave his vote to for the representation of St. Michael’s,in the Assembly. Observe, the 12 dollars fine was easily paid, as he did no duty from the6th December, but was not struck off from his pay until the 23d December, giving him17 days’ pay for doing nothing whatever.
Again, the special magistrate has to sign all indents andrequisitions for the use of theolice; but latterly the commissioners have given strict orders that all issues shall be with-Feld, unless such requisitions are countersigned by them; clearly putting the magistracyin their power.
Again, there is a station-house building in my district at which the prisoners work, thebuilding being contracted for by Mr. M‘Conney, a carpenter; the prisoners have my ordersto work under the direction of the police officers, and in case they are idle or irregular, thatthe police officer is to send them to me. Igave this order, because Mr. M‘Conney was fre-quently ordering the police officers to beat the prisoners, and always threatening to reportus all (magistrate and police) to the commissioner, Mr. Boucher Clarke, jun. Indeed,I doconsider and ever have considered that commissioners are an impediment to the carryingthe Abolition Act into full force; and if they are to have the control andauthority ofthepolice establishment, as they have hitherto had, I must declare (from the experience of ninemonths) that the special magistrate will be anything but an independent magistrate, andall the prisouers will be removed from his power, and go through their punishments underthe direction of those very men which the law seems to have least desired; namely, thosewho own apprentices themselves.
I could detail many other circumstances where the commissioner has interfered with theworking of the prisoners; but the arduous duty of my situation, as the magistrate of A dis-trict, will not allow me to submit them in time to be forwarded.

(signed) I have, &c.To Lt. Darling, &c. &c. Ke. Wm. Bush, Lt. Col. K. H.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 85.

Barbadoes.—AN ACT for the Establishment of a Rural Police for this Island, and for theerection of Houses of Correction connectedtherewith.

Wuenreas, in consequence of the changes made in the relations of society in this Islandby the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of the 3d & 4th year of HisMajesty's reign, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the BritishColonies, for promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating thePersons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves ;” it became necessary to establishand maintain an efficient body of police in the several parishes of this Island, to be con-tinually in readiness for the preservation of the public peace, the prompt suppression of aildisorders, and the prevention of crime: And whereas, for the accomplishment of thoseobjects, the Legislature of this Island did on the 14th day of July 1834, pass an Act, inti-tuled, “ An Act for the establishment of a Rural Police for this Island, and for the erectionof Houses of Correction connected therewith :” And whereas the said last-mentioned Act.has been disallowed by His Majesty in Council, and it is absolutely necessary for the safetyof the lives and properties of the inhabitants of this Island, that another Act should be im-mediately for keeping up and maintaining the rural police established by the saidAct; Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, andit is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that this Island shall be, for the purposesof this Act, divided into six districts, and that the same shall be composed of the parish orparisheshereinafter mentioned, and shall be distinguished in the manner following; that issay,

The parish of St. Michael and town of Bridge Town, to form district - -AThe parishes of Christchurch and St. George, to form district - - -B€ parishes of St, Philip and St. John, to form district - - - -Ce parishes of St. James and St. Thomas, to form district - - - -Dhe parishes of St. Peter and St. Lucy, to formdistrict- - - - OFThe parishes of St. Andrew and St. Joseph, to form district - - - OF
Clause 2. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that five members of HisMajesty's Council, to be appointed by the Governor or Commander-in-Chief of this Islandor mo ume being, and 11 members of the General Assembly, one from each parish, to be1/5.

also
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also appointed by the Governor or Commander-in-Chief for the time being, and so from
time to time as vacancies shall occur, shall: be and are hereby constituted Commissioners
for carrying this Act into execution; and they, or any five or more of them, one at least
being of the Council, are hereby deemed and constituted a Board for carrying on the busi-
ness of this‘Act; ‘and'in case any member or members of Council, or of the General Assem-
bly, so appointed, shall leave the Island, become incapacitated, or cease to be a member or
members: of ‘Council or of ‘the General Assembly, his and their place and places as such
Commissioner or Commissioners.shall be considered and are hereby declared to be vacant,
and such ‘vacancy or vacaricies shall be supplied in manner aforesaid.

Clause 3. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners or any Board of them
shall be empowered, and they are hereby directed to purchase six spots or parcels of land,
one in. each of the said several districts, in such convenient situations as may be best
adapted from their locality for the several police establishments, and the erection of houses
of correction; provided that none of such spots or parcels of land shall exceed two acres;
and that in case the owner or owners thereof cannot agree with the said Commissioners or
a Board of them, for the price of the same, that a valuation shall be put on such land bya
jury to be summoned and held in the manner prescribed on laying out new jury roads; and
such spots or parcels of land shall be conveyed to and vested in the said Commissioners
and their successors, to be appropriated for the establishment of police settlements thereat,
and the erection of houses of correction, and other necessary buildings thereon proper for
such establishment: Provided always, that if in the appropriation of any such parcels of
land for the purposes of this Act, it shall so diminish the lands of any person as to deprive
such person of the right and privileges of a freeholder, then and in such case the fee-simple
of the land so purchased and appropriated as aforesaid shall be held and considered as still
being in such person, so far as to. preserve to such person the rights and privileges of a
freeholder, but not further or otherwise, or for any other purpose whatsoever.

Clause 4. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners or any Board of them
shall cause the buildings necessary for such police settlements and houses of correction, to be
erected on such plan or plans as may appear to them best suited to each of the said several
districts ; and shall contract and agree with proper persons for the erection of such buildings
on each of the several spots or parcels of land as may be necessary for such police settle-
ments, such buildings to be built according to such plan or plans as aforesaid, and subject
to such alterations as from time to time may seem to the said Commissioners or any Board
of them to be necessary and expedient; and at each of the said several stations or settle-
‘ments shal] be erected a signal-post, so as to communicate by telegraph with each other, or
with any one or more of the signal-posts already established; and the said Commissioners

Board of them are hereby authorized to execute any agreement or agreements in
writing, on bebalf of the public, with any person or persons so to be employed in the erec-
tion of such buildings, and for completing the same in a proper and workmanlike manner :
Provided always, that tenders for such contracts shall be advertised for in one or more of the
newspapers of this Island, and that the lowest and most eligible tender, if approved, shall
be accepted by the said Commissioners or any Board of them ; and they are hereby required
to take a bond from the said contractor or contractors, in such penalty or penalties as shall
seem proper to them, and with two good and sufficient securities, to be approved of by them,
for the due and prompt performance of his or their contract or contracts; and from time to
time as any sum or sums of money shall become due to the person or persons from whom
such spots or parcels of land as aforesaid shall have been purchased, or to such contractor
or contractors under and by virtue of any such contract or contracts as aforesaid, the said
Commissioners or a Board of them shall draw an order or orders on the treasurer of the
Island for the payment of such sum or sums of money to such person or persons, or to such
contractor or contractors respectively, which order or orders the treasurer is hereby directed
to pay out of any monies that may be in the treasury: and the said Commissioners or any
Board of them, if they shall think proper, are hereby also authorized to appoint some com-
petent person or persons to inspect and survey the said buildings, and see that the same
are finished in a faithful and workmanlike manner, and according to the contract or agree- |
ment for building the same; and such person or persons so to be appointed shall receive
such remuneration for his or their trouble as shall be agreed upon by the said Commis-
sioners or any Board of them, and such person or persons; and the said Commissioners or
any Board of them are hereby authorized to draw an order on the treasurer of the Island
for the payment of such remuneration to such person or persons, which order the treasurer
is hereby authorized and required to pay.

Clause 5. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be
lawful for the Governor or Commander-in-chief of this Island for the time being to appoint,
by acommission under the seal of this Island, a fit and competent person as an [nspector-
general of Police, for the purpose of regulating the duties and superintending the conduct
of the police officers hereinafter appointed, and for enforcing strict discipline and obedience
among such men; and the said Inspector-general shall have, possess and exercise, for the
whole body of this Island, all the powers and authorities whatsoever as are had, possessed
and exercised by any police officer or constable, either by virtue of any Acts or Statutes of
this Island, or of any Acts or Statutes of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
in force in this Island, or by the ancient law of the realm; and he shall have the same im-
munities and protection extended to him as are given to constables or police officers by any
such Acts, statutes or laws.

Clause 6. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may pe
awfu
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lawfal for the Commissioners appointed by this Act, or a Board of them, and they are hereby
empowered to appoint one sergeant at each police settlement, who is to be required to keep
a good and efficient horse; and to appoint for district A, 12 privates mounted on horses, and
three privates to serve on foot; for district B, 16Privates mounted on horses, and three
to serve on foot; for district C, 16 privates mounted on horses, and three privates to serve
on foot; for district D, 12 privates mounted on horses, and three privates to serve on foot;
for district E, one additional sergeant to reside in Speight’s Town, and 12 privates mounted
on horses, and nine privates to serve on foot, six of whom are to be kept on duty in
Speight’s Town under the command of such additional sergeant; and for district F, 12pri-
vates mounted on horses, and three privates to serve on foot; all able-bodied men between
the ages of 20 and 55 years; and when any such situation shall become vacant by the
death of any such sergeant or private or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the person in
charge of such settlement immediately to report the same to the Inspector-general of Police,
who shall thereupon give notice of such vacancy to the said Commissioners, or a Board of
them; and they are required to fill up all such vacancies by appointments in manner afore-
said: and such sergeants and privates shall be styled police officers, and shall form the
police force at such settlements, and they shall reside at their respective police settlements
when not on actual duty; and such police officers shall be subject to such rules and regula-
tions for their government as the said Commissioners, or any Board of them, with the con-
sent and approbation of the Governor or Commander-in-chief of this Island for the time
being, shall in that behalfappoint: Provided always, that no corporal punishment shall be
inflicted, nor shall any sentence extend to death.

Clause 7. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners, or any Board of them,
are hereby directed and empoweredto indent all persons so appointed and engaged into the
said police, for a term not less than one year, nor more than seven years; and during the
term that they shall remain such police officers as aforesaid, they shall receive the following
ay; that is to say, each sergeant shall receive the sum of 130/. current money of this

Ysland per annum, to be paid him in equal monthly payments by the treasurer of this Island
by certificate of the Inspector-general, except such additional sergeant for Speight’s Town,
who shall receive his pay at the rate of 75/. per annum; and each private serving on horse-
back the sum of 807. like current money per annum, to be paid to him in equal monthly
payments in mannner as aforesaid ; and each private serving on foot the sum of §01. like
current money per annum, to be paid him in equal monthly payments in manner as afore-
said: Provided always, that seven days’ notice in writing at the least’ be given by the
Inspector-general, to the treasurer, of the number of such certificates and the amount of
money required to pay the same.

Clause 8. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be
lawful for the Commissioners hereby appointed to employ or enrol fit. and proper persons,
not being apprenticed labourers, to form such police as aforesaid, subiect to the approval
and confirmation of the Governor or Commander-in-chie!’; and no appointment shall be
valid until it has been so approved and confirmed.
Clause 9. And be it further enacted, that as vacancies occur among the sergeants of such

police settlements, privates may for good conduct be promoted to such vacancies fromtime to time by the said Commissioners, or any Board of them, subject to the approval of
the Governor or Commander-in-chief.

Clause 10. And be it further enacted, that the several privates appointed to the differentdistricts shall immediately on their enrolment be respectively numbered by the sergeant ofsuch district, and shall be provided with the following dress : a blue cloth jacket, to be somade as to button close up to the chin, with a standing collar, on the right side of whichshall be worked in white cloth the letter distin uishing the district to which such privatebelongs, and on the left the individual numberof such private according to such enrolmentas aforesaid; a pair of dark-blue cloth trowsers, ablack hat, two pair of strong shoes, and
a cloth cloak or great coat, such as is furnished to the soldiers in His Majesty’s army :and that each of the said sergeants shall be provided with a blue cloth jacket with stand-ing collar, on each side of which shall be worked in white cloth the letter distinguishing thedistrict to which he belongs, and with three stripes in white cloth on the left arm, and thatin all other respects they shall be dressed as the privates are hereby directed to be: whichsaid uniforms are to be worn by the said police officers at all times when on duty, and to beannually furnished to them at the public expense under the direction of the said Commis-sloners, or any Board of them.
Clause 11. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners, or any Board ofthem, are hereby authorized and directed to arm and accoutre the said police officers in suchmanner as they shall deem expedient, by and with the consent and approbation of theGovernor or Commander-in-chief of this island for the time being, for the due performanceof their duties and their proper protection as a police; which said arms and accoutrementsshall be provided at the public expense, and shall be kept when not in use in complete

order, and deposited in a room to be appropriated to that purpose at each police settlement.Clause 12. And be it furtherenacted,that such number of the police officers hereby ap-pointed shall be always on duty, in the police districts to which they respectively belong, asshall be directed in and by the rules and regulations to be made for the government ofthe said police ashereinbefore mentioned, and they shall strictly attend to and perform theTegular routine of police duty in each district, and they shall carry into execution all suchorders as they shall receive from the special justice of the district to which they belong,for the prevention and suppression of insubordination or crime.
278. Clause 13,
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PARBADOES. Clause 13. And be it further enacted, that in all cases of emergency it shall be lawful for
—  __ any special justice to summon to his assistance any number of police officers from any other

district; and the person having charge of such police settlement shall furnish the same or
not, at his discretion. ;

Clause 14. And be it further enacted, that the sergeants and privates of police shall act as
conservators of the peace for the respective districts to which they shall respectively belong,
and they shall have, exercise and enjoy within their respective districts all the powers, authori-
ties and immunities which are incident to the office of a constable or police officer under any
Act of this Island, or under any Act of the Imperial Parliament in force in this Island, and
which are by the general law of the land vested in or given to constables or police ofticers;
and all such powers, authorities and immunities are hereby declared to be fully and abso-
lutely vested in and given to such sergeants and privates of police: Provided always, that
when any such police officer shall be suspended, dismissed, or cease to belong to such
police settlement as aforesaid, all such powers, authorities and immunities shall imme-
diately cease and determine.

Clause 15. And be it further enacted, that the said police officers may, upon reasonable
cause, visit the several plantations, estates and places within their respective districts, and
search for absentees or otherwise; and that every emplcyer or person having the charge of
any apprenticed labourer or labourers shall, within 24 hours after he or she shall know that any
one or more of such apprenticed labourer or labourers has absented himself, herself or them~-
selves from duty, without the permission of such employer or person having such charge
as aforesaid, make a report thereof to the police settlement of the district; and the sergeant
of such settlement is hereby required to communicate the same to the police officers of his
district, in order that measures may be forthwith adopted for the apprehension of such
absentee or absentees; and every person having such charge as aforesaid who shall omit
to make such report, shall furfeit for each absentee the sum of 20s. current money, to be
recovered as in the case of servants’ wages, and paid into the public treasury.

Clause 16. And be it further enacted, that in case any police officer shall be guilty ofany
infringement of any of the bye-laws or regulations for the government of the police establish-
ment, or any other impropriety of conduct or breach of duty as such police officer, it shall
and may be lawful for the Inspector-general, on conviction of any such offence, to impose
a penalty on him of not more than 5/., subject to’ such rules and regulations as shall from
time to time be made for the government of the police force as aforesaid; and in case the
same shall not be duly paid, notice thereof shall be given by the Inspector-general to the
treasurer of the Island, who is hereby directed to deduct the amount of such penalty from
the pay of such police officer: Provided always, that if any police officer shall consider
himself aggrieved under this clause, it shall be lawful for him,subject to any rules or regu-
lations concerning the same, within five days after the imposition of such penalty, to appeal
therefrom to the said Commissioners, who shall thereupon report the same to the Go-
vernor or Commander-in-chief of this Island for the time being, for his decision on such
appeal.
FGlause 17. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners, or any Board ofthem,

shall be authorized to hire any place or places for the assembling and keeping together the
different police officers until proper police settlements shall be built for their reception and
accommodation.

Clause 18. And be it further enacted, that the sergeants and privates of police to be
appointed by virtue of this Act, shall each of them, previously to his entering upon the
execution of his office, take an oath before the special justice of the peace having the super-.
intendence of the police settlement of which such sergeant or private shall be a member,
which oath such special justices of the peace are hereby respectively authorized to
administer, the tenor whereof shall be as follows: “1, A. B., do swear that I will well and
truly serve our Sovereign Lord the King, as apolice officer for the district of
in this Island, according to the best of my skill and knowledge.—So help me God.”

Clause 19. And be it further enacted, that all such persons as shall be condemned to
imprisonment with hard labour at such houses of correction as aforesaid, shall be classed
or formed into one or more penal gang or gangs, and shall be employed under the super-
intendence of one or moreof such police officers, to be appointed for that particnlar duty,
upon the repair of the highways of the district to which they belong, or such other public
works in such district, under such rules and regulations as the said Commissioners, with the
consent and approbation of the Governor or Commander-in-chief of this Island for the time
being, shall deem fit; and that the persons so employed shall wear such dress or dresses,
to be provided at the public expense, with such mark or marks upon them as the said Com-
muissioners, or Board of them, with such consent and approbation as aforesaid, shall appoint.
And any person, not duly authorized, taking off or assisting any member of such penal
gang to take off or conceal his dress, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay, on convic-
tion before any justice of the peace, a sum not exceeding 51. currency, for the use of the
public treasury, or to be imprisoned with or without hard labour, at the discretion of the
said justice, for a term not exceeding one month, in the house of correction for the district
in which the offence may be committed, or in the common gaol of the Island.

Clause 20. And be it further enacted, that all persons committed to the houses of cor-
rection shall be supplied with proper food at the public expense, the same to be furnished
in such manner and of such quality as any Board of the said Commissioners shall direct
and appoint: Provided always, that tenders for the said food and all other necessaries for
the said establishments respectively shall be contracted for in the same manner as public

contracts,
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contracts, and the lowest and most eligible tender, if approved, shall be accepted by thesaid Commissioners, or any Board of them, and security given and approved of by them for
the due performance of the said contracts ; and the said Commiasioners, or a Board ofthem,shall from time to time draw orders on the treasurer for the payment of the same.Clause 21. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners or any Board of themshall be and they are hereby authorized and required to appoint (subject to the approval
and confirmation of the Governor or Commander-in-chief for the time being), a keeper toeach house of correction which shall be attached to the said police establishments; and allvacancies, subject to the approval or confirmation of the Governor or Commander-in-chief,shall from time to time be supplied by their appointment; and every such keeper may beremoved by them for bad conduct or inefficiency; and every such keeper is hereby declared.
to be under the immediate superintendence of the special justice or justices of the districtin which such house of correction is situate; and every such keeper shall and he is herebydirected to keep a book or books, in which he shall regularly enter the names of the personscommitted to the said house of correction, the name or names of the justice or justicescommitting them, the offence for which committed, and the punishment to be undergone-by them ; which said book or books shall and may always be inspected by the Governorand Council and the said Commissioners, or any of them: and each keeper of every suchhouses of correction shall be paid at the rate of 100/. current money of this island perannum, and shall receive such pay monthly out of the public treasury, on certificate of thespecial justice for the district to which he shall belong.
Clause 22. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners or any Board of themshall frame and establish all proper and necessary rules and regulations for the managementand internal discipline of the said police settlements; and shail from-time to time, if expe-dient, alter and add to the same, regard being had to the due classification of the prisonersand separation of the different sexes, and to the maintenance of cleanliness, order andsobriety among them: Providedalways, that all such rules and regulations so to be madeby the said Cummissioners as aforesaid, shall be of no force or validity until the same areapproved of by the Governor or Commander-in-chief of this Island for the time being.And when so approved they shall be written or printed, and hung up in some conspicuousplace in the several houses of correction; and the several special justices and police officersare to govern themselves accordingly.
Clause 23. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners shall once in evervquarter, or oftener if they deem it necessary, meet for the purpose of arranging the affairsand auditing the accounts of the said several police establishments ; which meetings are totake place on the second Wednesday in January, the second Wednesday in April, thesecond Wednesday in July, and the second Wednesday in October, in each and every year;and shall at every such quarterly meeting be attended by the Inspector-general, with hisvouchers and documents relating to the expenses of the said police establishments.Clause 24. And be it further enacted, that the said Inspector-general shall once in each:quarter make to the said Commissioners a report of the state and effective strength andcondition of the police force of each such settlement, and of the state and condition of thebuildings occupied by such police force ; and the said special justices shall also once in eachquarter make to the said Commissioners a report of the state of the buildings, and conductof the prisoners confined therein; which reports the said Commissioners are required to laybefore the Governor or Commander-in-chief of the Island for ‘the time being, as soon aspracticable after they have been so received by them,with remarks thereon as to them shallseem expedient,
Clause 25. And be it further enacted, that in case of martial law being proclaimed, thesaid police force shall be under the immediate command of the Governor or person in mili-tary command for the time being, to be employed in such service as he shall direct, in thesame manner as the militia of‘this Island, and subject to the same rules and regulations,pains and penalties, as by virtue of the several Acts which now are or at any time here-efter may be in force in regard to the said militia: Provided always, that all persons en-gaged in the said police shall be exempted from militia duty, serving on juries, and asfreeholders on appraisements.

_ Clause 26. Provided always and be it further enacted, that the powers and authoritiesgiven to special justices and justices of the peace, or police officers and constables, underand by virtue of this Act, shall not interfere with the exclusive jurisdiction, authority, pri-vileges and powers vested in the justices, superintendents of police, and police officers, by anAct of this Island, intituled, “ An Act to establish a Police in Bridge Town, in the parishof St. Michael.”
Clause 27. Provided always and be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful to pto-cute and punish any person or persons both under this Act and under the general law, forany offence or offences by him, her or them committed against the provisions of this Act.Clause 28, And be it further enacted, that no action shall be brought against any suchpolice officer, or other person acting by his order and in his aid, for anything done in obedi-ence to the warrant of any special Justice of the peace, until demand hath been made or leftat the usual place of his abode by the party or by his attorney, in writing, signed by theparty demanding the same, of the perusal and copy of such warrant, and the same hath beenrefused or neglected for six days after such demand; and if, after compliance therewith, anysuch action shall be brought without making the special justice who signed such warrant de-fendant, on producing and proving such warrant at the trial, the jury shall give their verdictoedefendant,notwithstanding any defect ofjurisdiction in the justice; and if such action
wi,
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shall be brought jointly against such special justice and the police officer, on proof of such
warrant, the jury shall find for such police officer, notwithstanding such defect of jurisdic-
tion as aforesaid ; and if the verdict be given against the special justice, the plaintiff shall
recover his costs against him, to be taxed in such manner by the officer as to include such
costs as the plaintiff is liable to pay to such defendant for whom such verdict shall be found
as aforesaid.

Clause 29. And be it further enacted, that no action or suit shall be commenced against
any such police officer, for anything by him done in the exercise of his office, until 14 days
notice thereof in writing, shall have been given to such police officer, nor after a sufficient
satisfaction or tender thereof hath been made to the party or parties aggrieved, nor after
six calendar months next after the fact committed. And the defendant or defendants in
such action or suit shall and may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special
matter in evidence, at any trial to be held thereon; and if it shall appear that the same
was done in the lawful exercise of such office, or if such action or suit shall be brought
after the time hereinbefore limited for bringing, or shall be brought without 14 days notice
thereof, or shall be brought after a sufficient satisfaction made or tendered as aforesaid, that
then the jury shall find for the defendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs
shall become nonsuited, or suffer a discontinuance of his, her or their action or sult, or if a
verdict shall pass against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall have
treble costs, and shall have such remedy for recovering the same as any other defendant or
defendants have or hath by law for the recovery of the costs of suit in any other cases.

 

— No. 86.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Governor Sir Lionel Smith.

Sir, Downing-street, 20 June 1835.
I nave received your Despatches dated the 27th of April, No. 15, and the

28th of April, No. 18, with the Act of the Legislature of Barbadoes, enclosed
in the last of those Despatches, for the establishment of a Rural Police in the
Island for six months.

I entirely approve your decision to transmit to this office the Address from
the House of Assembly to my immediate predecessor, the Earl of Aberdeen,
notwithstanding your doubts respecting the regularity of such a method of
communication between one branch of the Legislature and the Executive
Government. While concurring with you in opinion, that the House ought
according to established forms to have addressed themselves either to the King
or to His Majesty’s Representativein the Colony, I should yet have deeply
regretted the refusal to receive a comniunication from the Assembly, on a
subject of so much importance to their constituents, in any form which the
House had thought it most convenient to adopt. My regret would, in the
present case, have been enhanced by observing the moderation and calmness
with which the Assembly have on this occasiondiscussed .several questions
upon which some degree of excitement might not unreasonably have been
apprehended. It is my desire to meet that body in the same amicable and
respectful spirit, following the various topics to which they have adverted in
the order pursued by themselves; although by this method, I may be led to
blend together questions which might perhaps more conveniently be considered
apart. ,

The address from His Majesty’s coloured and black subjects in Barbadoes,
enclosed in your Despatch of the 27th April, affords sufficient proof that the
distinctions which the Bridge Town Police Bill established between votes upon
the old and on the new qualification, is regarded by the King’s subjects of
African descent, as an injurious attempt to perpetuate indirectly one of those
distinctions, referable to African and European descent, which by the language
of the general law might seem to have been for ever abolished. "The Assembly
refer to Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch of the 10th of January, as vindicating this
enactment. I donot so understand my predecessor’s language. He states
himself “ not to be insensible to the force of the objection, although not think-
ing that it ought to be conclusive against the Act itself;?? and while acknow-
ledging that the arguments in favour of the distinction are not without weight,
Lord Aberdeen has not declared that weight sufficient to counterbalance the
difficulties to which he adverted. ‘The circumstance that the persons imme-
diately affected by the distinction regard it with serious discontent, appears to

me
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me to be well deserving of consideration, in a case where the arguments for and
against the measure mightotherwise seem to have been of nearly equal value.The impolicy of keeping alive jealousies, by which the whole proprietary body
of the Island are distracted and enfeebled, is so obvious, that I trust the locaiLegislature willperceive the prudence of equalizing at once the qualification ofall voters for parochial vestries, in favour of all persons to whom that franchisebelongs. Not doubting the accuracy of the opinion maintained by the As-
sembly, that the distinction exists only in the text and theory of the law, and- that practically the coloured inhabitants of Bridge Town are treated by thewhite vestrymen with a perfect equality in the distribution of the patronage attheir disposal; it seems to methat this fact affords one of the strongest pos-sible arguments for the proposed amendment. Whatever might be the injusticeor impolicy of incurring the discontent of the majority of the whole popula-tion, with a view to some definite advantage accruing to the minority, thatcourse of proceeding was at least intelligible; but to incur such an evil gra-tuitously, and without any compensation, except in the pleasure which may bedrawn from the barren assertion of superior rank, is to depart from the firstand clearest maxims of enlightened legislation.
To Lord Aberdeen’s objection to fettering the authority of the Governor inthe appointment of the town magistrates, by requiring on every such occasionthe consent of the Council of the Island, the House of Assembly make several

distinct answers. ‘They observe, that the right of appointing magistrates hasnever hitherto been claimed for the Governor alone, but that the concurrenceof the Council has always been required by the King’s instructions ; and thattherefore an Act by which the Council should have been excluded from theirshare in this duty, would have been repugnant at once to the usages of theColony and to the Royal instructions.
It is not, I apprehend, to bedenied, that His Majesty andHis Royal Pre-decessors were in former times accustomed to restrain the exercise by theGovernor of this branch of the Royal prerogative, by requiring that he shouldalways-advise with the Council as to the persons to be included in the commis-sion of the peace; but with the abolition of slavery arrived a new era, whichdemanded some corresponding changes in the delegation of His Majesty’s pre-rogatives; and on the advice of the Earl of Aberdeen, the King was pleased toalter that part of His Majesty’s instructions to which the House of Assemblyhave referred. If any argument were required to vindicate this change, itmight be found in the fact reported by yourself, that the Council had not beencontent with exercising a veto upon your own proposals respecting the appoint-ments to the magistracy, but had, in opposition to your declared will, appointedtwo gentlemen to that office by the majority of their votes,
The House next insist that the advice of the Council is necessary to enablethe Governor to make a judicious selection of magistrates, he being generally astranger to the country on his arrival, and remaining there but for a few years,and they belonging to the resident aristocracy of the Island, and intimatelyacquainted with the characters and qualifications of all the principal inhabitants.It must be acknowledged that the Governor of Barbadoes will generally be sur-passed by the members of Council in the exactness of his knowledge of indivi-dual candidates for the Magistracy : on the other hand, he will still moredecidedly excel the members of that Board in freedom from all party bias andpersonal predilections or antipathies. In so small a society it is impossible: butthat there must always be great scope for the exercise of those feelings, and apowerful temptation to:indulge in them. If the question respected merely thenecessity of advising with the Council before any appointment were made, 1should not hesitate to admit the expediency of adopting that course. Butwhen, as on the present occasion, the proposal is to give to the Council, or amajority of them, an effective veto on the Governor’s nominations, if not theright of appointing Magistrates in opposition to his will, I cannot advise HisMajesty to assent to a scheme of which the necessary effect would be to secureto themajority of the Council, and their friends, an uncontrolled influence overthe administration of the law in the large civic population of Bridge Town.
The Assembly further maintain that the interposition of the Council in thechoice of magistrates, is consonant with the usage and constitution of this

Kingdom 3-and they refer to two statutes of Henry 5, and Geo. 3; in the first078. , of
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of which it is enacted, that in England, justices of the peace shall be appointed
by the advice of the Chancellor and the King’s Council; and by the second of

which the King is authorized to appoint a barrister to execute the office otat
justice of the peace in the county palatine of Lancaster, if the appointmen
shall be made with the advice of the Lord Chancellor and the Privy Council.

The inference to be drawn from these statutes is, that in common with every

other exercise of the Royal authority, the appointment of justices of the
peace must be made upon the advice of some responsible Minister of the

Crown. Such commissions are accordingly always issued in England on the
recommendation of the Chancellor or Keeper of the Great Seal. In pursuing

this analogy in Barbadoes, we shall, I think, be led to the conclusion that jus-

tices should be appointed by the Governor, who has the custody of the public
seal of the Island, and who acts under an effective responsibility for the use
which he may make of his powers. To confide this trust to the councillors,
who are virtually irresponsible, would be to depart from the principle which
these English precedents establish or recognize.

For these reasons I adhere to the opinion of my predecessor; and you will

acquaint the Assembly, that the confirmation of the Bridge Town Police Act

by the King, will depend upon their making the amendments required by Lord

Aberdeen.

Passingto the subject of the Rural Police Bill, I am happy to learn from

your Despatch that the alarm entertained by the Assembly respecting the pos-

sible consequences of the disallowance of that law was so effectually quieted by

the result; and that, although for four weeks together there was no Rural

Police Act in force, the business of the estates had proceeded as usual, and

that the general peace had not been anywhere disturbed. The illustrations

which you have given of the mischiefs produced by the disallowed Act while

it was in force, are a sufficient justification of the rejection of it-on Lord Aber-

deen’s advice, and afford a sufficient warning against the acceptance by His

Majesty of any other Jaw substantially co-incident with the former. It is how-

ever my duty to advert .to the arguments by which the House of Assembly

would controvert Lord Aberdeen’s conclusions on this subject.

It is observed that the Government of a small colony cannot be reduced into

an exact epitome of that which exists in a great European kingdom ; and that

some duties which in England are performed by the responsible Ministers of

the Crown, must in Barbadoes devolve on the representatives of the people.

Thus for nearly 130 years past a joint committee of the Council and Assembly

has managed the public accounts; and for nearly the same period the fortifica-

tions of the Island, the Molehead and the Town-hall, have been placed under a

similar management. This system has, it is said, tended to promote good

government, frugality and general content; and hence the inference is drawn,

that the rural police of the Island may advantageously be governed by a simi-

lar commission.
I am quite prepared to accede to the general doctr ne, that a perfect paral-

lelism’ between the British and the Colonial constitution is impossible, and even

absurd. Nothing further than as close an adherence to the same general prin-

ciples, and the same forms of proceeding, as the different circumstances of the

two cases may admit, could be reasonably required. Now, in the cases to
which the Assembly refer, all or most of the British Colonies possessing Legis-

lative Assemblies, in the West Indies, have deviated from the English model as

widely as Barbadoes itself, and upon precisely the same grounds. ‘The duties

appropriate to. the Lords of the Treasury, the Auditors of Public Accounts and

some of the Revenue Boards, in this kingdom, could not be performed in those

Islands if left in charge of the executive Government. The representatives of

the people have judiciously qualified their grants of public money, by reserving

to themselves and to the Council such a joint control over the collection and

expenditure of it, as is necessary to prevent fraud, improvidence and other

abuses. If, therefore, the Assembly had maintained, that whatever relates to

the cost of the police settlements, the charge of purchasing arms, clothing and

rations for the police, and the erection and repair of station-houses, goals.and

other buildings of the same kind, ought to be under the control of the com-

mittee of public accounts, I should have cheerfully assented to the propriety of

that measure; nor doI believe that any objection would ever have been raised
to
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to it by my predecessor in office. But precedents which show that the consti-
tutional jealousy of the House over the revenue has led them to assert, and has
induced His Majesty’s Royal Predecessors to admit, the right of controlling the
outlay of public money byalegislative commission, do not, I apprehend, tend
to esyablish the propriety of transferring to such a commission a function so
purely administrative as is that ofappointing and removing all the officers of
police, and of directing and receiving reports on their proceedings. Itmight
be invidious, though certainly not difficult, to show the mischiefs which must
result from such an encroachment; and the obligation incumbent on theKing,
for the benefit of His subjects of every class, and for the reasonable satisfaction
of the people of this kingdom, to maintain His local Representative in the full
and unimpaired exercise of that legitimate branch of the Royal authority which
relates to the execution of the laws for the government and protection of
apprenticed labourers. . This is a trust which Parliament has devolved upon the
King, and those to whom His Majesty’s power is delegated in the Colonies;nor can it be properly surrendered into the hands of any other persons, how-
ever high their station in the colonial society.
The Assembly frankly admit that the Act which was disallowed by HisMajesty in Council did reserve to themselves, in their quality ofcommissioners,

too exclusive a power over the police; but they maintain that the Bill which
they subsequently tendered for your acceptance was not obnoxious to thisobjection, but was framed upon the model of the Police Act of Jamaica, whichthey observe had been recommended by Lord Stanley to the Colonies forgeneral adoption. On comparing with the Act of Jamaica, to which referenceis thus made, the Bill tendered for your acceptance by the Council and Assem-
bly of Barbadoes, the distinctions will appear neither few nor immaterial. But
for other reasons, to which the Assembly do not advert, the value of the
Jamaica precedent, and the application of Lord Stanley’s opinion to the presentcase, may be denied. His Lordship referred to that statute not as being in
itself either perfect or unobjectionable in its provisions; but as a proof that itwas not a mere theory, but a practicable scheme, to establish in a West IndiaIsland internal settlements, which being themselves placed under military disci-pline, should support the authority of the civil Government. But whenLord
Stanley expanded this plan, in the Order in Council passed for giving effect tothe. Slavery Abolition Act in the Crown Colonies, he proposed to place the
police under the exclusive control of the Governor. The law of Jamaica, also,was never in point of fact carried into execution. On the abolition of slavery,the Legislature of that Island created a police force, of which they gave theentire command to the Governor for the time being. Barbadoes is the singleColony in which this trust has been withholden from His Majesty’s Representa-tive. I am aware of no reason why it should constitute an exception to thegeneral rule: I therefore approve your refusal to assent to a Bill by whichthat exception would have been established.

It is my earnest hope that the Assembly will pass a Police Bill co-existentwith the duration of the apprenticeship system, to which no fatal objection canbe made ; for until that part of the regulations for the government and protec-tion of the apprenticed labourers has been completed, His Majesty in Councilwill not be able to declare that the Colonial Legislature have fulfilled the con-ditions upon which, by the 16th and 44th sections of the Slavery Abolition Act,theright of their constituents to participate in the compensation fund mustepend,
The Act for the temporary establishment of a rural police does not appearOpen to any objection, nor do I perceive why it should not be taken as thebasis of a permanent measure.

T have, &c.

(signed) =Glenele,
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Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, George Town, Demerara, 29 June 1838.
THE mail boat arrived from Barbadoes yesterday, and by her I had the

honour to receive your Circular Despatch of the 20th May last. When the signal
for the mail was made, I was actually at the moment employed in correcting the
proof sheet of an Address which I deemed it advisable to circulate amongst
the slave population, with a view to calm and allay all excitement which the
publication of the Resolutions, as proposed by you in the House of Commons
on the 14th ultimo, without any explanation or comment, might be expected
to produce. It afforded me very great satisfaction to find upon reading your
Circular, as already quoted, that [ had, to a certain degree, even anticipated
your language and expressions upon the subject. I beg to enclose a copy of my
Address to the Slaves, the publication of which will I trust be attended with
the best effects. I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure in No. 87.

ProcLaMaTion and Address to the Slave Population of British Guiana.

(u.s.)—By His Excellency Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart., Lieutenant-

‘Governor, Ke. Ke. &e.

I was only sworn yesterday into the high and important office whichHis Majesty has
thought proper to entrust into my hands; and you may judge yourselves, by my josing so

tittle. time in addressing you after my arrival, of the value I attach to your.welfare and
appiness.
You are all of you aware that it is the intention of the King and of the people of

England, that your situations shall be improved: what those improvements may be are as

yet under consideration. You may rely upon my word that, whatever orders concerning
you are received by me, they shall forthwith be made known to you; and it will be my

duty to carry those orders punctually into execution. 1 wish to warn you, however, against

all impatience, disobedience to your masters, absence from your duties, insubordination,

rioting, or illegally assembling. The peace and tranquillit of the country must be
maintained; and if you adopt any other conduct than that which becomes peaceable and

obedient subjects, you will compel me, however unwillingly, to employ force to uphold the

existing laws. Remain quietly and peaceably, therefore, at your several employments, and

you may rely with confidence upon my communicating to you whatever changes may be
ordered from England for your advantage.

I have been told that scme foolish people amongst you imagine they are to be made free
altog: ther; by which they understand that they are not to be required to perform any more
work. Be assured, my friends, that this is a very great mistake, and which can only lead

to discontent and disappointment. Every man in this world is required to work in some

way or other; and by the command of the Almighty Father of us all, we must all and each

of us acquire our bread with the sweat of our brow. In what manner it may be decided that

your situations shall be improved, no person in this Colony can at present truly tell you.

Be assured, however, that moderate labour will be expected and exacted from every one.

I trust that you will seriously consider and reflect on what I-have said, an conduct

yourselves accordingly. Your old people must see the great changes and improvements

which have been effected within a few years in the state of the slaves. Do not you, by

impatience and improper conduct, force His Majesty’s Government to go backwards instead

of forwards, in regulating the connexion and the nature -of the duties to be severally

performed by your mastérs and yourselves. . .
It is my intention, as soon as I can find sufficient leisure, to visit every part of this

Colony; and it will afford me the greatest pleasure to find you all happily and busily

employed at the different estates, and to hear from your own lips that, whatever improve-

ments you in your several situations may be desirous to obtain, yet that you are convince

that it is only by your good conduct you can expect to induce the King and the people of

England to take further interest in your welfare. :

Given under my hand and seal, at the King’s House, George Town, Demerara, this arth

day of June 1833, and in the fourth year of His Majesty’s reign.—God save the King.
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Cory of a DESPATCHfrom Sir J. CarmichaelSmyth to Mr. Seeretary Stanley.

Sir, Demerara, 24 July 1833.In my despatch of the 29th ultimo, I did myselfthe honour of forwarding toyou a copy of an Address which I deemed it my duty to cause to be circulatedamongst the slave population of British Guiana. I’ am ha py to say that Ihave received from the magistrates, the clergymen, and fo many of theproprietors of the most valuable of the estates, the most satisfactory reports ofthe effect of that Address, and of the quiet, orderly and peaceable demeanourof the slaves throughout the whole of this extensive and truly magnificentColony.
I bes now to report to you, that the packet conveying to me your Circularof the 13th June, together with the copy of the Resolutions of the House ofCommons of the preceding day, having had most fortunately a remarkably. quick passage, I was put in possession of the Resolutions in question, as alsoof your instructions, previously to the circulation of the Resolutions in theColony. After having given the subject my best consideration, I determinedto avail myself of this fortuitous circumstance, and to endeavour, by at oncecommunicating to the inhabitants not only the Resolutions of the ouse ofCommons (which they would have seen in the newspapers in a few days), but theulterior views of His Majesty’s Ministers, and the extent and variety of detailswhich would be left to thelocal Legislatures, to acquire their confidence, andto show them, with as little delay as possible, that the great and important.. change about to be effected would not be attended with that loss and injury totheir estates which they were apprehensive of. My great motive was to doaway all excitement and irritation, or at any rate to subdue feelings of such adescription as much as possible. Influenced by the reasons I have detailed,I caused your Circular of the 13th June, and the Resolutions of the House ofCommons of the 12th June, tobe.printed and circulated in the Colony, accom-panied by a few observations. This measure has, I am truly happy to say, hadevery effect I could have wished for. A deputation offour of the wealthiestand largest landholders in this Colony waited upon me, in their own namesand in the names of all their friends, to say that, although it was impossible forthem to approve of the change about to take place, yet that they could assureme that I should receive from them every assistance and co-operation inbringing about that change with tranquillity. One of the gentlemen I havealluded to has a plan for continuing to work his estate by paying the negroeswith a proportion of the produce, and which proportion he proposes should besubdivided amongst the negroes according to their diligence and. activity, thenegroes themselves deciding upon the claims and merit. of each other.. It isevident that a plan of this description can only as yet be in its infancy; and Ishould not have alluded to it, but with a view of showing that, the minds ofthe principal landholders being seriously applied to the subject, and to thenecessity of making such arrangements as will enable them to carry on thebusiness of their estates, the minor details, it may fairly be expected, will notpresent any very serious difficulties, and we may ultimately look to a free andcheerful labouring population ; and which change, as far as I canjudge as yet,has every chance of being effected without any convulsion or commotion.. ‘Onsuch.a subject it is of course impossible to speak with certainty. As yet,wever, I see no cause for apprehension; and if the masters continue toexhibit the samemoderation, and the slaves place the same confidence in theGovernment which they have hitherto manifested, the arrangements. will becompleted withvery little difficulty:
here is to be a public meeting in a few daysof the inhabitants, with a viewof passing resolutions expressive of their determination to afford every aid andassistanceto His Majesty's Government in preserving the peace ofthe country,and in bringing about the change in the situation of the slaves withoutendangering the public tranquillity. It is also proposed to insert in theTesolutions the greater comparative value of the slave to his master in this( olony than on the Islands, from the greater quantity of valuable produce he#8 capable of bringing to market, and to express a hope that, in apportioning the278.
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‘money to be given by the mother country to slaveholders, the greater value of
a slave in British Guiana will not be lost sight of. As those resolutions are, I
understand, to be forwarded to: me with a view of their being transmitted to
you, I will not trespass upon your time with any further remarks at the present
moment: in transmitting the resolutions, I shall have an opportunity of drawing
your attention to such particular points as may occur tome. Upon the whole,
I may venture to congratulate you upon the way in which the Resolutions of
the House of Commons of the 12th June have been received in this Colony.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure in No. 88.

Government Notice.

His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor has thought proper to direct that the following
circular Despatch, dated the 13th ultimo, which he has had the honour to receive from the
Right honourable Edward G. Stanley, His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies,
together with a copy of the Resolutions of the House of Commons of the preceding day,
therein alluded to, should be published without delay in the Royal Gazette, for the general
information of the inhabitants of British Guiana.

In thus frankly and openly communicating to the inhabitants without reserve,
not only the whole of the details of the proposed changes respecting the slaves,
which have been determined upon by His Majesty’s Ministers, but also the arrangements
contemplated for carrying those measures into execution, the Lieutenant-governor has
been influenced by two motives. In the first place, his Excellency is anxious to prevent
the circulation of all garbled extracts (which might be transmitted here from other Colonies),
and which could only produce unnecessary excitement and alarm; and because, in the
second place, he is confident that the liberal and prudent measures as advocated and pro-
posed by His Majesty’s Ministers will, when once distinctly understood, be duly appreciated
y the generality of the inhabitants of British Guiana, and be met by a corresponding

desire and anxiety on their part to do all in their power topreserve the public tranquillity,
and to contribute their aid in effecting those changes, (which every one must be aware are
so decidedly inevitable,) with the least possible inconvenience and loss to all individuals
concerned.
The Lieutenant-governor has directed it should be stated, in conclusion, that he confi-

dently relies not only upon the superior talent and information which he has witnessed with
so much pleasure in this Colony, on the great wealth and immense interests at stake; but
above all, upon that spirit of moderation and good sense which has so strongly charac-
terized the proceedings of the inhabitants of British Guiana, with respect to this most mo-
mentous question, to enable him to carry all the details into execution with the concurrence,
co-operation and assistance of all ranks ©

By Order,
King’s House, British Guiana, (signed) T. C. Hammill,

18 July 1833. } Assistant Government Secretary.

 

—No. 89.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Major-General Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to
the Right Hon. E. G. Stanley, dated Camp House, Demerara, 6 Aug. 1833.

I nave great’ pleasure in being able to report to you that the most perfect
tranquillity not only prevails throughout the whole of British Guiana, but
that the minds of the great majority of the inhabitants seem to be completely
made up as to the propriety, policy, and I may add, the necessity, of cordially
co-operating with His Majesty’s Government in bringing about the great change
without endangering the peace of the country. I beg leave to lay before you
a copy of an Address which I have received from the planters, merchants and
inhabitants of Berbice, declaratory of the foregoing sentiments, together with
my Reply; a copy of an Address and of certain Resolutions, adopted at the
fullest meeting ever known in this town, of the landholders, planters and
others, from all parts of British Guiana, assembled under the name of the
Agricultural Society, as also of my Reply; and finally, I beg to draw your

attention
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attention to the enclosed copy of an Address which I delivered to the Court of
Policy, and caused to be entered upon the record of their proceedings, toge-
ther with the very able and full Minutes of the court ‘upon the subject of my
address. ‘The perusal of these documents, but particularly of the two last, will
not only place you in possession of the sentiments of the great majority of the
inhabitants, but will also show you the steps I have adopted, and the measures
I contemplate, as being in my opinion the best calculated for carrying with
the least delay the orders of His Majesty's Government into effect.
Without the confidence and the cordial co-operation of the great and influ-

ential landholders, I conceive it to be morally impossible that in this extensive
and populous Colony, the views of His Majesty’s Government can be bene-
ficially carried into effect. There is here fortunately so much more intelli-
gence to be met with, the class of landholders is so superior in talent and in
education to proprietors throughout the Islands generally, that Iam induced
to hope and to believe that my task will not be so very difficult. I have as yet
experienced the most ready attention to every suggestion which I have felt it
my duty to offer, from every proprietor.
The fifth Resolution of the House of Commons, as agreed to on the 12th

June, authorizes His Majesty to establish an efficient stipendiary magistracy in
the Colonies. To this Resolution I beg most respectfully and earnestly to draw
your attention. In many of the Colonies, where obstinacy, ill-will and a
dogged perseverance in ill treating their slaves to the last, have been but too
plainly manifested, a rigid system ofa stipendiary magistracy, to guard against
a re-action on the part of the slave when liberated from the despotic power of
his former master, as also to compel that master to treat his former slave
according to the civil rightsof his new situation, can hardly be dispensed with.
But in this wealthy and intelligent community every aid is proffered and pro-
mised in giving effect to the wishes of Government. The proprietors of the
great estates in this Colony have too much at stake not to be anxious for a
speedy and permanent arrangement of the details of the measures in contem-
plation. Under these circumstances, and looking beyond the difficulties of the
moment, it appears to me that a sound policy requires that everything should
be done to encourage a kind feeling between the proprietor of the soil and the
labourer; and that the future happiness of both, as well as the future cultiva-
tion of the estates, and the consequent prosperity of the Colony, depend ptin-
cipally upon the extent of that good feeling to which I have alluded. In this
view of the subject, I am anxious to induce all the resident proprietors and gen-
tlemen of influence and independent property to take an active share in the
magistracy. Our present system of magistracy, or rather of police, is wretched,
and only calculated for a state of slavery. My idea is that the districts of
Demerara, Essequibo, and of Berbice, should be- subdivided into counties, and
that to each county a deputy lieutenant should be appointed, who would have
to report to the lieutenant, of the district. The counties being formed of so
many parishes as local circumstances may require, would require one justice of
the peace or magistrate for each parish. I should recommend that the present
system of fiscals, deputy fiscals, and burgher officers, together with the arbitrary
power they possess, should be entirely done away with. The justices of the
peace ought not to have the power ofinflicting corporal punishment, excepting
under very aggravated circumstances; and then only after an open trial, and the
sentence having been made known, and the minutes of the proceedings of the
bench having been submitted to the deputy lieutenant in whose county the
parish where the offence was committed may be situated. You will observe
that in my address to the Court of Policy, I have proposed the appointment of
a select committee, as the most convenient mode of bringing the various details
connected with the measures I propose before the court, with a view of here-
after framing such a Bill as may meet with His Majesty’s approbation.
I hope the line of conduct I have pursued, and the measures I have adopted,

will meet with your approbation. When the present crisis has passed away,
and the prosperity of these provinces no longer depends upon the adventitious
aid of slavery, it is impossible to predict to what an unrivalled height of pros-
perity they may attain. At this moment British Guiana finds employment
annually for 7,500 British seamen, and for 120,000 tons of British shipping.
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Enclosure (A.) in No. 89.

TO His Excellency Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart., c.3., K.G.0.,
*K.M.T., K.8.W.y SC,

May it please Your Excellency,
We, the undersigned planters, merchants and other inhabitants of the district of

Berbice, beg to offer to your Excellency our sincere congratulations on your recent ap-
pointment to the government of this Colony, and to express thehigh sense we entertain of
the frankness and candour with which your Excellency has been pleased to give publicit
to the communications from His Majesty’s Government. In particular, we have tothank
your Excellency for the Government Notice of the 18th instant, communicating the circular
Despatch from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, of the 13th June, and the
Resolutions of the House of Commonsfor the Abolition of Colonial Slavery. We will not
conceal from your Excellency the deep anxiety and fearful doubts with which we contemplate
the momentous changes about to take place in the Colonial system; but convinced that
these changes are inevitable, and that our property and very existence as a civilized
society depend upon their successful result, we beg to assure your Excellency that we will
most cordially concur and co-operate byevery means in our power, with your Excellency
and His Majesty’s Government, in giving effect to all such measures as may be deemed
necessary in pursuance of the Resolutions of the House of Commons, for the preservation
of the public tranquillity, the security of property, and the welfare of all classes of the
community ; confidently relying on the justice of His Majesty’s Government, and our fellow
subjects in the mother country, should all our efforts to meet their wishes fail of success,
to award us full and just compensation for all the losses we shall in such event have
sustained.
With assurances of the highest respect, we have the honour to subscribe ourselves,

Your Excellency’s
Berbice, 27 July 1893. most obedient humble servants,

(Here follows a long list ofsignatures of the principal Inhabitants.)

 

Enclosure (B.) in No. 89.

Gentlemen, Camp House, § August 1833.
I nave listened to your address with very great satisfaction. The assurance of so re~

spectable a body of planters, merchants and inhabitants, that they will most cordially
concur and co-operate by every means in their power in giving effect to all such measures
as may be deemed necessary (in pursuance to the Resolutions of the House of Commons)
for the preservation of the public tranquillity, the security of property, and the welfare of
all classes of the community, could not be otherwise to me than extremely gratifying. The
good sense and the moderation evinced by the inhabitants of the district ofBerbics are in
unison with the temper and spirit which, I have every reason to believe, prevail throughout
the whole of British Guiana Such conduct will doubtless be duly appreciated by His
Majesty’s Government ; and the confidence with which you state you rely on the justice of
His Majesty’s Government and your fellow subjects in the mother country, will, I may ven-
ture to assure you, not be disappointed.

I beg to return you my thanks for the flattering expressions you have made use of with
respect to myself individually, —
To the Planters, Merchants and Inhabitants {signed) J, Carmichael Smyth.

of the District of Berbice.

 

Enclosure (C.) in No. 89.

Sir, George Town, 7 August 1833,
We have the honour to wait upon yourExcellency with the resolutions entered into yes-

terday by the Agricultural Society of Demerara and Essequibo. ;
We beg leave to express, in behalf of this society, how deevly we are impressed with a

sense of your Excellency’s candour, in giving publicity to your Despatches in this important
matter connected with the subjectof these resolutions. .
We have been gratified in learning the sentiments entertained by your Excellency

towards the inhabitants ofthis Colony, who look to the future with a degree of confidence
inspired by the deep interest which you have evinced for their welfare at the commence-
ment ofyour administration.
On the present occasion we should be wanting in candour were we not to express to

your Excellency that, although the-resolutions are silent on the subject of the feeling
which may pervade the community, if any other principle be adoptedof dividing the com-
pensation awarded by Parliament than that propounded by the Right honourable the
Secretary for the Colonies, we cannot but dread the consequences of such a measure,and

we
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we justly fear it may engender feelings at variance with the unanimity which it is so essen-

tial to secure, and which we are certain will prevail if the just principle of division already

laid down be strictly adhered to.
; We have, &c.

To His Excellency (signed) N. M. Manget.

Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth, . G. Warren.

Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &c. Kc.

 

Enclosure (D.) in No. 89.

AT a General Meeting of the Agricultural Society of Demerara and Essequibo, called by

ublic advertisement, for the purpose of taking into consideration the “ Government

Notice” of HisExcellency the Lieutenant-Governor, published in the Royal Gazette of

18 July last, held at the Demerara Spa, Cumingsburg, 6 August 1833;

Present, N. M. Manget, Esq. Chairman.
George Warren, Esq., Deputy Chairman.
Alexander Macrae, Esq., Treasurer.
Andrew Gallaway, Esq., Acting Secretary.
The Honourable John Croal.

  

—_ George Rainy.
_ J. G. Reid. y

J.H. Albany, H. Halket, )

Joseph Alleyne, Andrew Jackson,

W. Arrindell, - J. Koert,
U. J. F. Back, J. A. D. Koolhaas,

Thomas Barry, Jacobus Meerlens,

Charles Bean, W. M. Keand,

Joseph Beele, sen. John M‘Lean,
Charles Benjamin, Hugh M‘Leod,
Edward Bishop, Henry Montameux,
Thomas Blake, J. V. Nedderman, Esquires

J. Bryden, . )Esquires. W. Rankin, 1 °

J. F. Boode, C. Revers,

L. Breda, Hugh Rogers,
Edw. Bunbury, Jos. Sievwright,

R. G. Butts, Alexander Simpson,

Donald Campbell, - C. Spencer,

John Evans, W. Urquhart,

L. Fitzgerald, A. N. Walstab,

Wn. Fraser, R. Waterton,

A. Garnett, A. Wishart, J

J. J. Gilgeoris, /

It was Resolved,
1. That it is the opinion of the members of this society, that the “ Government Notice”

ublished by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, in the Royal Gazette of the 18th

uly last, accompanied by a circular Despatch from the Right honourable Secretary for the

‘Colonies, together with the Resolutions for the Abolition of Colonial Slavery, agreed to by

the House of Commons on the 12th June 1833, and subsequently by the House ofLords,

appears to be intended to draw forth an expression of the sentiments entertained by the

colonists on this momentous subject: This society, comprising the greatest portion of the

resident proprietors and of the representatives of absent proprietors of estates in this Colony,

deem it advisable to meet the wishes of His Majesty’s Ministers by an expression of their

-sentiments accordingly. .

2. That, however much our experience leads us to dread the peril incident to so sudden

and premature a change in the existing relations of master and servant, and the fatal em-

barrassments consequent upon its failure, we nevertheless, placing implicit confidence in

the declarations of the British Government, and relying on the wisdom of the local Legis-

lature to organize the details applicable to this Colony, of this great national experiment,

so as to render the chance of the future beneficial cultivation of the soil as little hazardous

as possible to the planter, will cordially co-operate in the endeavour to bring the contem-

plated measures to a safe and happy result.
3. That thus co-operating to the utmost of our ability in the advancement of this great

national experiment, we rely on the justice of Parliament, and on the national honour, for full

andentire compensation for any ulterior loss or deterioration of property which may attend

its failure. :

4 That the extent, fertility and varied productions of this important Colony, encouraged

as its agriculture has been, formerly by Dutch and latterly by British capital, advanced to

an immense amount on national faith and on the authority of Parliament, call for the especial

care and protection of His Majesty’s Government; the value of its exports, and the
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tonnage and seamen employed in its trade, far exceeding, in proportion to its population,
anything recorded in the history of ancient or modern colonies.

§- That the money voted by Parliament towards a compensation for the immediate loss
of property, can only, in justice to such a colony, be distributed in the fair ratio propounded
by Mr. Secretary Stanley in Parliament.

6. That it has become the more necessary to press without delay the justice of this
claim, in consequence of intelligence lately received of the attempts of the proprietary
bodies ofJamaica and Barbadoes, resident in England, to advocate a principle of division
inconsistent with the ratio laid down; which principle, if carried into practice, would have
the effect, in some Islands, of giving a premium on the total value of slaves and landed pro-
perty; in others, of a compensation far exceeding the proportion of the value of property
abstracted or infringed upon; but in this Colony would be totally subversive of the nghts
of property, as dealing out a modicum, under the name of compensation, for the abstraction
of value invested in land, buildings, machinery and cultivation, exceeding, in proportion to
population, the amount of invested capital in any other possession of the British Crown.

7. That the compensation awarded by Parliament for the loss of property which it is
admitted the colonists must sustain, even at the commencement of the contemplated
changes, should be paid to the proprietors without any delay, in order to enable them to
give the plan a fair trial.

8. That his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, and the honourable Court of Policy,
be most respectfully requested to take into consideration the propriety of submitting to
His Majesty’s Government a proposal, that in addition to the compensation, there be granted
to this Colony a loan of two millions and a half sterling, bearing four per cent. interest,
with one per cent. additional as a sinking fund, to be secured upon the colonial revenue.
Such loan would be highly beneficial to the colonial interests, and would tend to prevent
an accumulation of distress, which the proposed partial compensation, in its most enlarged
application, will be sufficient to arrest.

g. That the restraints upon labour, and the diminished production of the British West
India Colonies, which must necessarily ensue, will enhance the profit upon the productions
of foreign colonies still carrying on the slave trade. The British planter has therefore,
under new disadvantages, to compete with foreign possessions; and unless afforded the salu-
tary protection of Parliament in the home market, it is to be feared the total ruin of the
British West Indies will eventually take place.

10. That a deputation, consisting of the chairman and deputy chairman of this society,
do wait upon his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, with a copy of these resolutions,
and a request that he will forward the same to His Majesty’s Government, with an assur-
ance that the members of this society will cheerfully undertake such duties, connected with
carrying into effect the new arrangements, as His Majesty may call upon them to fulfil.

11. That the chairman of this society do sign these resolutions, for and in behalf of the
members of the Agricultural Society of Demerara and Essequibo.

(signed) N. M. Manget, Chairman.
And* Gallaway, Acting Sec.

Gentlemen, Camp House, 7 August 1833.

I snatu have great pleasure in transmitting to His Majesty’s Government the Resolu-
tions of the Agricultural Society of Demerara and Essequibo.

- The moderation and temper with which the decision of the Imperial Parliament, with
respect to the important change in the state of the labouring class, has been received in
British Guiana by the great body of the landed proprietors, must for ever redound to their
credit, and cannot fail to be highly acceptable to His Majesty, his Ministers, and tq the
mother country at large. The line of conduct thus judiciously adopted removes all ground
of latent hostility, with feelings of asperity, from the minds of the working population. I
trust and hope that when the master and the slave assume their new relative situations,
when the moment does arrive that the landlord and the tenant, the owner of the soil and the
labourer, have to enter upon their several duties, that on the one side as there will be no ill-
will towards their late slaves, so on the other there will be no wilful negligence or insulting
language or conduct towards their late masters. With your support and co-operation, my
task, under any circumstances which may eventually arise, will however be comparatively
easy.
Allow me to return you my best thanks for the very courteous and flattering manner in

which you have been pleased to express yourselves with respect to my conduct. I can
assure you with the most perfect sincerity that I have no object more at heart than to see
this great change effected, not only without any immediate collision, but upon such sound
principles as may prevent all future disputes, and afford to you every rational prospect of
converting your present slaves into a contented, an attached and an industrious population.

, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyta.
To N. M. Manget and G, Warren, Esquires..
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Enclosure (E.) in No. 89.

Exrract from the MINUTES of the PROCEEDINGS of the Honourable the Court of

Policy of the Colony and de ndent Districts of British Guiana, at its Ordinary Assembly,

held at the Colony House, George Town, Demerara.

Present,

His Excellency Major-general Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., Lieutenant-governor, &c. Kc. &c.;

His Honour Charles Herbert, 1st Fiscal; His Honour George Bagot, 2d Fiscal; the
Honourable E. H. Gibbon, Acting Protector of Slaves; and the Honourable Members,

Sohn Croal, John G. Reid, George Rainy.—Dempto, his Honour Charles Wray, Chief
Justice.

Saturday, 3 August 1833.
(After Prayers.) y 8

His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor then, with reference to the conversation he had

with the Members yesterday, read the following Address to the Court :—
(F. 1)

Gentlemen, .
I wisn to lay before you and to have entered upon the records of this Court, the

Despatch of the Right onourable Edward G. Stanley, dated the 13th of June, giving

cover to the Resolutions of the House of Commons of the 12th of the same month. I was

induced, by the reasons as explained in the Government Notice of the 18th ultimo, to direct

that these documents should be made public without delay.
I now propose that they should be entered upon the records of this Court, for the conve-

nience of reference.
2. In the furtherance of the orders of Government, I have already called upon his honour

the Chief Justice, assisted by the Puisne Judges, to lose no time in undertaking an investi-
gation, and in making to mea report, as to what alterations will be requisite in our colo-
nial code, and what particular laws or ordinances will have to be revised, in consequence of

the expected immediate change in the state of society in this Colony. This report, when
completed, I shall direct to be laid upon this table, and it will materially assist us in our
future deliberations upon the subject.

3. With a view of collecting, with as little delay as possible, the detailed information
which we will require to enable us to adopt a system of police in unison with what will
shortly be the state of this community, I beg to suggest that a select committee of this
Court be forthwith appointed, with power to send for and to examine all persons and docu-
ments they may require, for the purpose of making a careful report upon our present ex-
isting police system, upcn the power and authority as severally exercised by the fiscals,
the deputy fiscals, the burger officers and the civil magistrates; and of reporting whether
in their opinion the present system may or may not, by a series of additional enactments,
and by augmenting the number of deputy fiscals, be so improved and amended as to be
made applicable to the present contingency; or whether it may not be more advisable to re-
construct the whole edifice, adopting a modified plan of that followed by the mother country.
We have within ourselves, 1 am happy to be able to-say without fear of contradiction, the
materials to form as upright, independent. and intelligent a magistracy as in any part of the
King’s dominions. If the great landed proprietors and gentlemen of the most considerable
wealth and influence in the country wikt step forward and take an actiye share of the magis-
terial duties, as is done in England, they will render a most important and essential service
to the community,

In the hope that this idea may be realized, I should be disposed to recommend a complete
revision of our system, and the adoption of the English plan (modified of course according
to local circumstances) of lieutenants and deputy lieutenants of counties or districts, of
justices of the peace in the parishes.
A subordinate constabulary system might be formed by employing and paying the prin-

cipal negroes. 1 merely suggest these measures as being matters for the committee to
consider and report upon. A temperate discussion of the subject, after we are in possession
of all the necessary information, will enable us to form a correct opinion.

4. If this Court agrees to my suggestion of appointing a committee, I beg also to recom-
mend that it should be further enjoined to the committee to consider and report upon the
number of parish schoolmasters which will be required, and of the probable expense of
establishing a school in each parish. The educating the young people of both sexes is a
very important feature in the new system about to be introduced, and on this head there
appears to be no doubt but that we will be liberally assisted by the mother country.

nformation as to the extent of the assistance we may require, it will of course be
advisable to be in possession of, with as little delay as possible.

§. Until we hear farther from homme I do not propose any additional measures, nor do I
consider that any steps beyond those I have alluded to would be at present either prudent
or advisable. .
. If any important orders should be received by me after the prorogation of this Court, I
shall forthwith convene an extraordinary meeting. ,

3 August 1833. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

And at the same time laid over with the Address, the circular Despatch, dated the 13th
Ja ast of the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, togetherwith
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the Resolutions of the House of Commons, dated 12th June, and referred toin his Excel
lency’s Address, F

(F. 1.)

The Court, after returning its thanks to his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, for the
communication he had been pleased to honour it with, ordered that the Address and
papers be entered on the Minutes of this day; and at the same time assuring his Excel-
ency that, after the frank and candid avowal of his sentiments upon the matters contained
in these very important papers, the members of this Court could not feel any hesitation
about giving their instant attention thereto, and that on Monday they would be prepared
‘~ ume with his Excellency the subjects to which their attention was more immediately
called.
 

Enclosure (F.) in No. 89.

Extract from the MINUTES of the PROCEEDINGS of the Honourable the Court of
Policy of the Colony and dependent Districts of British Guiana, at its Ordinary Assembly,
held at the Colony House, George Town, Demerara.

Present,

His Excellency Major-general Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart., c.8. Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &e. &c.;
His Honour Charles Herbert, ist Fiscal; His Honour George Bagot, 2d Fiscal; the
Honourable E. H. Gibbon, Acting Protector of Slaves; and the Honourable Members,
John Croal, John G. Reid, George Rainy—Dempto, his Honour Charles Wray, Chief
ustice.

Monday, § August 1833.
(After Prayers.)

The Court, with reference to the communication made to it by his Excellency o®
Saturday last, when his Excellency was pleased to lay over Mr. Secretary Stanley’s circula¥
Despatch of the 13th June, and the determination to fix on this day for the reconsideration
of the subject thereof; after the most mature deliberation, agreed to the following reply to
the communication of his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, which was read and ordered
to be entered on the Minutes :

His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor having laid before the Court a circular Despatch
of the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 13th June last,
communicating certain Resolutions adopted by the House of Commons relating to the
abolition of slavery, the Court is desirous, on so momentous an occasion, to take the
earliest opportunity of recording, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, their
sentiments on the general priuciples on this important subject, which alone are indicated in
those Resolutions, and referred to in that Despatch.
That for this purpose, acknowledging and accepting with gratitude the grant of twenty

millions sterling, announced to be made towards the compensation of the proprietors in the
Slave Colonies, as an earnest of the deliberate and becoming determination of the Imperial
Parliament to fulfil, to any further extent which the circumstancas of the case may call for,
the obligation which justice imposes ofenforcing no invasion ofthe rights of private property
without affording full indemnification, and relying on the fina adherence to the just
principle of distribution of that grant among the several Colonies which has been already
declared by His Majesty’s Government; this Court requests that his Excellency the
Lieutenant-governor will be pleased to convey to His Majesty the dutiful assurance of its
cordial desire to contribute its best efforts to devise and give effect to all such measures for
the abolition of slavery as shall appear best calculated for attaining that object, under
such provisions for regulating the condition of the negroes as may combine their welfare
with the interest of the proprietor and the general benefit of the State.

2. That in receiving with respectful deference, and engaging to aid zealously in procuring
an efficient and salutary operation for the decree of His Majesty and the British Parliament
on this subject, the Court cannot conceal its sense of the almost overwhelming difficulties
with which the intended experiment is encompassed, nor can it look forward without a
feeling of deep anxiety, not unmixed with misgivings, as to the result.

3. That while the Court is aware that the projected measures are intended to effect an
entire change in the structure of our society and in the relation of its different classes,
and are designed to abolish any domestic or arbitrary authority by which its labouring
population has been hitherto partially governed; and while it will be ready to adopt and
to aid in carrying into execution a more approved scheme of social relation, conducive
eventually to elicit and establish to every practicable extent a system of voluntary industry
for carrying on the work of a rieultural production; it anxiously hopes that His Majesty
and Parliament will be disposed to make considerable allowances, not only for the acknow-
ledged difficulties common to all the Slave Colonies, which perplex the satisfactory
adjustment of this question, but in an especial manner for the peculiar and aggravated
disadvantages, with reference to the accomplishment of the desired object, which attach
to this Colony in comparison with most others, arising from several obvious causes, but
chiefly from the greater disparity which exists here between the supply of and the demand
for labour, in consequence of the unbounded extent of the field for its employment, and

etween
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between its value and the cost of that scaie of maintenance with which the habits and
circumstances of the labourer dispose him to rest satisfied. The Court, therefore, ear-
nestly trust that His Majesty’s Government will be sensible that the maiutenance of
efficient industry in the cultivation cf the staple of this Colony can only be secured by
regulations of the most strict and powerful description, which, though exempt from the
obnoxious features of slavery, and effectually guarded against the liability toabuse under
the impulse of private interest or irresponsible authority, will nevertheless render the existing
fund of labour, to any extent not incompatible with the entire well-being of the labourer,
available for continuing the established system of production of the Colony; and that such
regulations are alike essential to thepreservation of the capital involved, to the rendering
of this dependency of the empire subservient to its power, prosperity and resources, and
are in an especial manner called for by a comprehensive regard to the future and permanent
welfare, and the progressive social advancement of the great body of its labouring popu-
lation, whose interests have engaged in so marked a manner the solicitude of the British
nation.

4. That, as intimately counected with and subservient to the prospective elevation of
that description of the labouring population whose privileges are about to be extended, and
as essential to the well-being and salutary organization of our entire social state, the
Court cannot on this occasion refrain from expressing its sense of the urgent necessity for
constructing fundamentally, and making due provision for the efficient execution of an
equally powerful and strict system of appropriate regulations for the government of its
eneral society of all complexions and descriptions; an organization which is the more

indispensable to the peace aud safety of the community, from the recent rapid increase of a
free population, comparatively exempt from salutary control, and too often revelling with
impunity in licentious idleness and petty crime, in consequence of our existing institutions
(chiefly framed with an exclusive regard to the regulations ofa slave community) being utterly
inadequate to afford sufficient means of preventing, repressing, and correcting the disorders
and obviating the dangers thus incident to our social state.

§- That, looking to the unavoidably heavy expense which will attach to the establish-
ment of a magistracy and of police establishments, on a scale of efficiency commensurate
with the wants of the community, and adverting to the additional provision requisite for the
religions and moral education of the negro population, the Court receives with thankful-
ness the pledge contained in the Resolutions, of the intention of Parliament to make provision
for these important objects, to which the resources of this Colony are entirely inadequate.

_ _ 6. That it is peculiarly satisfactory to the Court to have the assurance of the Secretary of
' State, that the measures proposed to Parliament for carrying into effect the-Resolutions of the
House ofCommons, will be so framed as to leave the amplest opportunity for taking advantage
of the local information of the legislative Councils, and showing respect to their judgments.
That the Court will devote itself to this important duty whenever his Excellency the

Lieutenant-governor may propose that it shall enter on its details; and that in the mean
time the Court, entirely concurring in opinion with his Excellency on the propriety of
making such preliminary inquiries as may be conducive to the. due elucidation of various
matters connected with the projected changes, will engage assiduously in instituting such
inquiries.

7. That with reference to the prevailing sentiments of the great body of the resident
proprietary and representatives of property in this Colony, and of ail other classes of the colo-
nists, it is gratifying to the Court to testify its belief that, in reliance on the justice of Par-
liament, and the support of His Majesty’s Government, a disposition pervades that impor-
tant body to meet the approaching changes in a conciliatory and co-operative spirit; but
the Court would be wanting in its duty at this crisis, if it did not beg permission earnestly
to impress on His Majesty’s Government, that this community so entirely confide in the
observance of that equitable principle already propounded by His Majesty's Government,
as to the distribution among the different Colonies of the intended compensation, that a
deviation from that principle would engender feelings of intense disappointment and de-
spondency, and would tend seriously to compromise the hope of embarking, in aid of the
arduous experiment about to be entered on, the cheerful concurrence of that body on
whose cordial co-operation its peaceful and beneficial progress avowedly depends.
That as the grant in question is obviously made towards affording compensation for a

particular description of property about to be affected by the changes incident to the altered
policy of the State, it is self-evident that no other rule than one which shall have strict
regard to the relative values of that species of property, in the different situations in which
it now exists, can with any semblance of justice be made applicable to its due apportion-
nrent, ,

If this were a question on the adjustment of which powerful private or political influ-
ences could be admitted to have a legitimate bearing, this Colony, unable to contend with
its competitors in the exertion of such influences, could not but have serious apprehensions
ofan Unfair result; but in a matter of pure equity, subjected to the solemn and judicial
adjudication of the Imperial Legislature, the Court cannot entertain the indecorous sup-
position that any other principle will be sanctioned than that which will award the intended
compensation in the degree in which that property which is intended to be interfered with,
possesses value as property.

_ The confidence with which this Court is disposed, on behalf of this Colony, to rely exclu-
sively on the abstract justice of its claim in this important matter, would not be weakened
by ov appeal which it tight make to the repeated acknowledgments by successive Secreta-
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ries of State of His Majesty’s gracious approval of its efforts to fulfil the intentions of Par-
liament in the amelioration of slavery, and which, so long as the legislation on that subject
was left to its discretion, fell short of one solitary point only of carrying into effect the
requisitions of His Majesty’s Government.
And his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor is requested to take the earliest opportu-

nity of forwarding copies of this Minute to theRight hon. the Secretary of State for the
Colonies; and the secretary is directed to hand to his Excellency an extract hereof for that
purpose.

 

— No. 90. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 18 Aug. 1833.

I nave the honour to acknowledge thereceipt of your secret Despatch of
the 4th July, together with its enclosure. I avail myself of the present oppor-
tunity to report to you, that the most perfect tranquillity prevails throughout
the whole of this Colony, and that I have no reason to anticipate or apprehend
any insurrectionary movements. The negroes were never more willing or

obedient; and I am sanguine in my hope that, with due vigilance and precau-

tion, the important change will be carried into effect without any collison.

The critical period will, however, be on the promulgation of the Act of Parlia-

ment. Some little excitement is naturally to be expected; which probably

will be magnified by the enemies to the measure. ‘The principal inhabitants

have, however, so much at stake, and they have shown so much good sense

and moderation upon the occasion, that Iam convinced all the influence in

their power will be exerted to maintain the peace of the country, and that no

inflammatory or factious proceedings will receive the slightest countenance or

protection. The great body of the slaves are aware of the benefits they are
about to receive, and from every source of information within my reach, are

disposed to check any violent or intemperate conduct on the part of any of

their comrades. Upon the whole, it is my sincere belief that the state of the

public feeling in this Colony, of both the white inhabitants and of the darker

population, is as favourable as could be wished.
I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 91.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 7 September 1833.

I ze to lay before you the enclosed Report, which I have received from the

Crown-advocate in this Colony, relative to those alterations in the colonial

laws which will be required in consequence of the changes in the relative

situations of the different classes of society, upon the abolition of slavery. It

has afforded me much pleasure to observe how very little will be required to

be done. The regulations, and all matters connected with the new system of

police, which will have to be adopted, the Crown-advocate has of course

studiously avoided entering upon, the same not having been referred to him

for his consideration and report. I think, however, | may venture to state to

ou that, whenever this most important Bil] shall have passed the Imperial

gislature, all those matters of detail which are to be left to the discretion of

the local authorities, will be discussed and carried into effect in these provinces

with every wish and desire to promote the views of His Majesty’s Government,

and to preserve the public tranquillity. I have very great satisfaction in being

able to add, that from every account I receive, not only from persons in pos-

session of civil authority, but from the clergymen, the missionaries, and other
sources
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sources of information, the negroes were never known to be so subordinate,
tranquil, or to do their work with such good humour and cheerfulness. I hope
and trust that in British Guiana the crisis will pass over without any collision.
1 shall not however allow myself to be lulled into any false security, nor deem
it prudent to relax in any and every precautionary measure.

I have, &c.
(signed) — J. Carmichael Smyth.

Enclosure in No. 91.

TO His Excellency Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Baronet, &c. &c. &c., Lieutenant-
Governor, &e. &c. Kc,

The REPORT of the Crown Advocate, on the Extract from a Despatch of the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 13 June 1833;

Humbly sheweth, :
Tuar in obedience to your Excellency’s order of the 13th instant, your Reporter has

considered the matters referred to him, and has also read the draft of the proposed Act of
- Parliament; and has the honour to state,

ist. With respect to the qualification for the enjoyment of the many civil franchises
which presuppose the existence of property in slaves: That the law now in force which
regulates this matter emanating from thesovereign authority, the attention of His Majes-
ty’s Government will be certainly required in order to a new arrangement of the franchise,
inasmuch as the votes for the election of keizers and financial representatives now depends
wholly on the possession of 25 slaves, which must cease with the alteration in their condi-
tion on the 1st August 1834.

2d. With respect to the laws of succession and inheritance, and whatever relates to
intestates’ estates: That there being no distinction in the nature of property here peculiarly
applicable to property in slaves, which take it out of the general rule in cases of succession
or distribution of intestates’ estates, the abrogation of slavery will cause no difficulty that
can require a new enactment.

gd. With respect to the execution of judgments of the courts of law: That your
Reporter observes that this subject has in great measure been dealt with in the proposed
Act of Parliament, and therefore that a alight alteration only in the manner of proceeding
established for the supreme court ofjustice will be required, which is within the functions
of the court itself.
And lastly. With respect to any enactment by which the existing law may be most con-

veniently adjusted to a state of society in which slavery will be unknown: ‘That the abro-
gation of slavery by an Act of Parliament necessarily implying the abrogation of the laws
and regulations now in force reiating to that state of society, we sliall revert wholly to the
Dutch law, throughout which slavery is not contemplated ; and such laws being already
adjusted to the state of society alluded to, no new enactment seems to be called for in that
respect. © . uo

Which is respectfully submitted.
Demerara, 3 September 1833. (signed) §S. W. Gordon, C. Adv.

 

— No. 92. —

Cory of a DESPATCH trom Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary
Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 3 Oct. 1833.
I nave great pleasure in being able to report, that not only the most perfect

tranquillity prevails throughout the whole of these provinces, but that the slave
population was never more obedient or industrious. The negroes are however
perfect children of nature, and act upon the impulse of the moment. In ex-
pectation of the great boon about to be conferred upon them, their gratitude
to the King, the good King, as they emphatically call His present Majesty, from
whom they are to receive their freedom, knows no bounds. I only returned
the day before yesterday from a short tour on the other side of the Demerara
Tiver, and where there is a very dense population. Several of the most respect-
able of the planters and managers I found were looking forward with consider-
able apprehensions to the 1st of next month. In the first sketch of the Bill for
abolistung Slavery, 11 was stated that on the Ist November of the presentyear,
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the owner was to be divested of the power of inflicting punishment. This
clause, so highly important to them, the negroes, it would appear, have not for-
gotten ; and if not informed by authority on which they can depend, that the
power of the master is to continue in full force until the Ist of August of next
year, the greater their gratitude and the greater their happiness, in proportion
as the day approaches which they have imagined is to release them from the
odious. control of the lash, so much more they will feel the disappointment
and the further delay. Under these circumstances I have been induced to
issue a Proclamation, which I trust you will approve of. Until the Bill had
passed the House of Lords, and in the uncertainty of what alterations it might
then undergo, I could not communicate anything to the negroes, to the correct-
ness of which I could pledge myself. [ have even now anticipated any official
communication that the Bill has passed. The paramount consideration of the
preservation of the peace of the country, and the being enabled to carry the
great change into effect without any collision or bloodshed, have induced me
to anticipate the receipt of your orders. The Ist of November is so near at
hand, that if the ensuing mail is delayed by weather or any other accidental
cause, the day would be upon us before I might be able to inform the negroes
that the Ist of August, and not the 1st of November, is the day fixed for the
cessation of slavery and the commencement of their apprenticeships. I trust
my conduct will meet with your approbation.

I have, &c.
(signed) =J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

Enclosure in No. 92.

TO the Slave Population of British Guiana.

By His Excellency Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth,Baronet, &e. &e. Ke.
Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &c. &c. &e.

In a proclamation whichI addressed to you about three months ago, I told you that
whatever orders I received from the King about you, I would immediately communicate
them to you, and that you might depend upon my carrying them punctually into execution.
I warned you of the necessity of your continuing to conduct yourselves quietly; of steadil
performing your work, and of yielding to your masters a cheerful and ready obedience. i
am happy to say that you have followed my advice; you have conducted yourselves as well
as could have been wished. This country was never happier or quieter. You have shown
to the world that you are worthy of the great sacrifice of money the people of England
have agreed to give to your masters for your freedom. I thank you for your good conduct.
Listen now to the orders which our great and good King has sent to me about you. You
will find that everything that could be thought of to render you happy and industrious has
been attended to.

1. You are to continue as you are until the 1st of August next. This delay is necessary
to enable the justices of the peace (under whose care and superintendence you are to be
more particularly placed) to be selected, and to be sent here from England. On the first
of August next you are to be no longer slaves, but apprenticed labourers. The difference
between a slave and an apprenticed labourer is very much in your favour. A master is by
law entitled to require his slave to work nine hours per day, or 54 hours per week ; an ap-
prenticed labourer can only be called upon to work at the rate of 74 hours per day, or 45
hours per week. You gain, consequently, as scon as you are apprenticed labourers, at
once nine hours per week, in which you can work or do anything for yourselves. The
master of a slave can order his slave to be punished: the master of an apprenticed labourer
will have no such power over his apprentice; but if he has any faulttofind, he will have to
complain to a justice of the peace, whose duty it will be to listen patiently, to examine
witnesses, and to write down carefully all the particulars of the story. as related both by the
master and the apprenticed labourer, before he gives judgment. These judgments must,
moreover, be laid from time to time before me; and if any justice of the peace abuses his
authority, or acts with partiality, or under the influence of passion, or in any way shows
himself unworthy of the high trust committed to his charge, you may depend upon his being
immediately removed. You see, therefore, the great advantages you will derive from being
apprenticed labourers instead of slaves.

2. However much your situations will be improved, and your happiness and comforts
augmented, by being made apprenticed labourers instead of slaves, yet it is further intended
that in a few years you shall be perfectly free, and at liberty to engage yourselves with any
master, or gain your livelihood in any,way you may think proper. The King has ordered
that you are to be apprenticed labourers only from the 1st of next August until the 1st of
August of the year 1840, which is but six years of apprenticeship. On the ist of August
1840 vou will be as free as any white man.

3. Lhave
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3. Thave said to you that the master is by law entitled to 54 hours per week of labour

from his slave, and that from the apprenticed labourer he will only be entitled to 45 hours
per week. There are, however, many domestic slaves employed about a house, and many
mechanics and artificers who do not work in the field, but who are required to give up
more of their time to theirmaster. | A list of these people will be carefully made; and it

is the King’s orders that, as they give up a greater proportion of their time for the use and

advantage of their masters than the slave who merely works at -his lawful hours in the
field, so they should receive a recompence, by being entitled to their freedom at an earlier
period. A list. of all slaves employed as I have described will be made out, and on the
1st of Angust next they are to be called non-predial apprenticed labourers; and they will
receive their complete freedom on the 1st.of August 1838, that is, two years before their

mrades.
°° . You are now fully acquainted with the King’s orders, and with everything that is to
be done with respect to you. I trust youwillall return to your work quietly, happily and
wheerfully; and that in your prayers you will not fail to return your humble and sincere
thanks to the Almighty God, in whose hands are the hearts of Kings, for having thus
opened the door and prepared to lead you from the hause of bondage. The wisest and
ablest of men never anticipated that such a great and a blessed change could have been
effected in your favour but at a remote period, and even then accompanied with blood-
shed. Let me urge you for your own sakes, now that you are aware of all the good that
is mtended for you, to prove yourselves worthy of the blessings of freedom; and in all
matters, and upon all occasions, to show yourselves loyal and obedient subjects of that
trulypaternal Government to which you owe 60much.

Given under my hand and seal, at the King’s House, George Town, Demerara, this 2d
day of. October 1833, and in the fourth year of His Majesty’s reign.

God save the King.
By His Excellency’s command.

(signed) T. C. Hammill, Acting Gov. Sec.

 

— No. 93.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 16 Oct. 1833.
IT nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular of the 5th

September, together with a copy of His Majesty’s Proclamation directed to be
forthwith promulgated, and which orders were carried into execution within a
few hours after the arrival of the packet. I am happy to be able to report
that this Colony never was quieter; and I see no reason to apprehend any in-
terruption to its tranquillity. I shall not, however, relax in my endeavours to
maintain the public peace, nor suffer any of the measures of precaution I have
adopted, to be discontinued. I have lately returned from another tour I made
for the purpose of inspecting the militia, upon the eastern coast, and have
everywhere met with the same disposition, on the part of the planters, to cul-
tivate the good will of the negroes, (without whose cheerful aid they are well
aware that they will not be able to carry on the cultivation of their estates),
and the same obedience and orderly conduct on the part of the negroes them-
selves. The address to negroes, a copy of which 1 did myself the honour to
forward to you in my Despatch of the 3d October, and in which I explained to
them what had been done for them, has had every good effect I wished for.
The delay from Ist November to the Ist August, I was apprehensive would
have occasioned some disturbance. In one small district only, that of Western
Essequibo, were any symptoms of disappointment manifested. The deputy
fiscal of that district, Mr. Bean, is however a very well informed and sensible
man; and by his prudence and firmness, the angry feelings, generated under
the misconception of the day on which the power of punishment on the part of
the master was to cease, evaporated without any explosion. This is a solitary
instance of anything like a want of gratitude on the part of the slave popula-
tion; and when it is remembered how easily the passions of the lower orders,
in ullages, have been influenced, the only wonderis, that on a subject of such
vital importance to their welfare, these uneducated children of nature should
have showna patience and a forbearance worthy of being imitated by many of
their better instructed fellow subjects in the mother country.

I propose leaving this for Berbice on Monday, in order to inspect the Berbice
me and to make myself personally acquainted with the state of public feel-
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ing in that district. I am also anxious to look into the detail of the public
ofices at Berbice, with a view to carry into execution those measures of econo-
mical reform inculcated in my instructions. I shall be back here to open the
Court of Policy on the 29th instant, about which time the second September
mail may be expected.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 94, —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Scanicy to Lieutenant-Governor

Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, dated Downing-street, 16 January 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 3d
October, enclosing your proclamation; and also of your Despatch of the 16th
October last, announcing to me the promulgation of His Majesty’s proclamation
upon the subject of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery.

In expressing to you my satisfaction at the favourable report of the dis-
position and behaviour of the negro population, and at your unremitting
exertions in the preservation of the public tranquillity in British Guiana, |
regret that I am unable to convey to you my unqualified approbation of your
own proclamation.

 

—No. 95.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 26 January 1834,
IT is with infinite satisfaction that I have the honour to transmit to you, to

be laid before His Majesty, the accompanying copy of an Ordinance which I

authorized to be promulgated in this Colony a few days ago. This ordinance,

which deprives the master of the power of inflicting corporal punishment upon

the slave after the Ist March, and thus anticipates the enactments of the Act
for the Abolition of. Slavery by five months, and deprives slavery of its most
disgusting and objectionable features, cannot but be favourably received by His

Aajesty.
2 T take the liberty of also submitting for your perusal, and as I hope, for

your approbation, a copy of a Minute I entered upon the journal of the
proceedings of the Court of Policy, upon the passing of this ordinance. I also

add a copy of an Address I conceived it my duty to circulate amongst the slave
population, acquainting them with the great change in their situation.

3. I am sanguine in my expectations that the ordinance in question will not
only be approved of in its general principles, but in its details. I have
endeavoured to have it so framed as that it may continue to be useful long
after slavery shall have ceased. I have been anxious to lay the foundation of
free and liberal institutions in unison with those of the mother country. In

lieu of the arbitrary and undefined power of the fiscal, that magistrate becomes
merely the chairman of a bench of magistrates, and which, in all cases in which

he has cognizance, can never consist of less than four gentlemen.
4.. 1 take the liberty respectfully to suggest, that if the rapid stride thus made

by this Colony to meet the views and wishes of His Majesty’s Government
should’ appear to be deserving of His Majesty’s approbation, an official
expression of that approbation, to be communicated to the Honourable the
Court of Policy, would be very gratifying to the members, and at the same
time could not but have a good effect upon the community at large.-

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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Enclosure (B.) in No. 95,
Gentlemen,

I cannot allow the extraordinary session of the Court of Policy to close without enterin
upon the minutes of the Court the expression of the sincere gratification I have experienced
in witnessing your indefatigable exertions in the dischargeof your duty, and without offerin
to you my congratulations upon the proud and successful termination of the first part o

ur labours.
“The ordinance establishing justices of the peace and courts of inferior criminal juris-

diction, in the place of the ill-defined and arbitrary power formerly exercised by the fiscals,
I shall put my name to, and cause forthwith to have its operation, with very great satis-

tion.
fhe ordinance, advancing as it does the great cause of rational liberty, andassimilating
our proceedings in this distant province of the empire with the free institutions of the mother
country, cannot but be graciously received by our most excellent Sovereign.
To myself individually it will ever be with a most satisfactory feeling that I shall refer to

the Minute of the 3d August last, which I entered upon your journal, and in which [
suggested and urged upon your consideration the measures which you have now adopted.
If 1, however, have the humble merit of having first brought to your notice the propriety
of constituting courts of justices of the peace, to you exclusively belongs that far greater
honour of having voluntarily deprived yourselves of the invidious power you formerly
possessed over your slaves; a power which, you immediately saw, the establishing of courts
ofjustices of the peace rendered no longer necessary. The task of maintaining order aud of
enforcing the laws you have placed in the hands of competent legal authority, in the hands
of justices of the peace to be appointed by His Majesty. You have set an honourable
example to all your sister Colonies ; and as you have been the first to deprive slavery of its
most disgusting feature, so are you justly entitled to the unqualified approbation of His
Majesty’s Government, and to the cordial esteem of the British nation.

Thave only to add, that I shall continue most cheerfully to co-operate with you in
. perfecting the great and important work entrusted to our charge, and that I have very little
doubt, from the nature of the progress we have made, but that the result will be as satis-
factory as the jarring and conflicting nature of the several interests of the parties concerned
will admit of.

Court of Policy, 21 Jan. 1834. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

Enclosure (C.) in No. 95. |

ADDRESS to the Slave Population,

~ By His Excellency Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart., &e. &c. Ke.

A new law has this day been made by myself and the Court of Policy. By this law a
number of the most respectable gentlemen are to be appointed justices of the peace ; and
from the 1st of March next, if you commit any fault which may appear to your master, or
the person having authority over you in your master’s name, deserving of being punished by
the cat, you must be taken before these justices, who will hear and write down what you
have to say in your defence, as well as what may be alleged against you, and, after due and
careful deliberation, will either acquit you or sentence you to be punished according to the
nature and degree of the offence. By this new law you will perceive that you cannot con-
sequently be punished as aforesaid, without being tried and found guilty by gentlemen
administering justice in the name of the King.

Lassure you, my friends, that this day, as the day on which I have signed this law, I
shall always consider as one of the happiest in my life. If you have grateful and
affectionate hearts, if you wish to be thought worthy of the blessings of hberty, if you feel
rejoiced at the progressive improvements which are almost daily.made with a view to your
happiness and comfort, let me earnestly entreat of you to manifest your gratitude by paying
the utmost attention and respect to your masters or those in authority over you; and by
performing your work with increased diligence and activity, show to the world that you are
uman beings, capable of being governed by reason, and ready and willing to labour

withoutbeing compelled, like a horse or mule, by the constant fear of the whip. I wish you
clearly to understand that this new law which I have signed this day is not in consequence
of any order from the King, but it has been originated and passed in this Colony without
any communication from England, and that most of the gentlemen of the Court of Policy
who have advised and agreed to this law are masters of slaves.
__ It is, therefore, to your masters themselves that you are indebted for this immediate
improvement in your situation; and as they have voluntarily consented, that from the 1st
March next there shall be no punishment by whipping but by the authority of the justices,
after a careful investigation, I hope that you on your parts will so behave yourselves as to
give to them no cause to repent of the steps they have taken in your favour. Be sober,
civil and diligent in your several employments. By such conduct you will afford real and
heartfelt satisfaction to your friends and well-wishers, and at the same time best ensure your
own happiness. ,

came House, 21 January 1834. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

2837.

BRITISH
GUIANA.

Enclosure (B.)
in No. 95.

Enclosure (C.)
in No. 95.

255



256

BRITISH
GUIANA.

No. 96.

128 PAPERS RELATING TO THE ABOLITION OF

— No. 96. —

Cory ofaDESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 27 January 1834.

IN order that I may be enabled to judge correctly ofthe state of the country,
I have required, ever since my arrival in this Colony, monthly reports from the
fiscals of each district, with details of complaints, and a return of punishments.
I have also: required from.the protectors of: slaves similar monthly reports of
their proceedings. I cannot show to you in. a more gratifying manner the
tranquil state of this Colony, than by submitting for your perusal the reports for
the last month from the three fiscals and from the two protectors.

2. I beg also to lay before you, and to draw your attention to a Return, showing
the quantity of colonial produce gathered and manufactured this year, as com-
pared with the several preceding years. This official document clearly esta-

lishes that a considerable increased quantity has been made this last year,
although the season has byno means been particularly favourable: This increased
quantity is solely attributable to the increased goodwill and diligence of the
slaves; and this goodwill and diligence of the slaves are the consequences:of
the milder treatment they now experience, and of the cheeringProspect before
them. The abolition of the horrid cart-whip, the suspension of the two fiscals
for illegal and improper severity, the restrainingof all punishments inflicted by
order of single magistrates to the extent authorized by His Majesty in Council,
and above all, the explaining to them fully and explicitly what will be their
rights as apprenticed labourers, and clearly stating to themthe period when
they will be perfectly free, have fortunately acquired for my administration of
this government the confidence and gratitude of the slave population. _Iil-
treatment, or even imaginary wrongs, may produce a riot or a temporary dis-
turbance upon some particular plantation ; anything however of the nature of
a combined effort or preconcerted insurrection, with a view to hasten the period

of the cessation of their state ofslavery, on the part ofthe negroes, I have not
the slightest apprehension of. Human nature is in fact the same all over the
world ; and no man who is confident that his wrongs will be redressed, if made
known to the competent authority, will fly to arms and endanger his own life

in order to avenge himself. Of the continuance of tranquillity in this colony

I have very little doubt.
S. It also affords me great pleasure:to be able to report that very considerable

progress has been made in the formation of the ordinances for the government
of the apprenticed labourers. It is proposed to embody the contents of the

12 chapters contained in the paper of the 10th October 1833, which I had the

honour to receive from you, into two ordinances. The first.ordinance will

relate solely to the classification of the labourers, as explained in chapter 3.

As the slaves are to have the right of appeal, if not satisfied that they are placed

in the class to which they imagine they ought to belong, it is evident, that

in order that there may be sufficient time to hear and dispose of these

appeals, and still that the classification may be completed before the Ist

August, there must be no delay in making all the preliminary arrangements.

It is consequently my intention, with a view to do all in my power to expedite

the carrying into effect these important measures,to sanction the promulgation

of the ordinance respecting the classification of the slaves, as soon as it shall be

completed. The second ordinance, containing the regulations for the govern-

ment of the apprenticed labourers, and which I trust will be found in strict

accordance with the Act of Parliament, will be forwarded in about ten: days,

for His Majesty’s most gracious approbation.
4. I beg to add, that the commissioners of compensation having, with great.

diligence and activity, acquired all the necessary information to enable them

satisfactorily to comply with the first part of their instructions, I am in. hopes

to be able, in a few days, to forward to the Commissioners in London,. through

the Colonial Office, the first part of their Report.
I have, &c.

(signed) — J. CarmichaelSmyth.
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Amount of Crops in Demerara and in Esseguibo, for
the last Five Years.

  

GALLONS OF RUM, PROOF,
Number of Pounds :
 

Slaves, Sugar.
24 23 22 21 20 19 18
 

1828| 58,324 |84,996,251 1,978,626| 2,468 | 74,389| 49,622} 378,084 186,066| 38,050

1829| 57,054 191,652,331] 2,411,521| © - | 20,573 | 112,917] 345,130| 423,248| 61,230
1830| 56,096 89,611,777| 2,878,205| 2,160 | 15,518 23,948| 284,195| 606,284| 148,218

1831| 54,8g0 | 81,385,451| 2,566,852| 4,341 | 46,595| 23,264) 166,978| 595,185| 141,583
1832| 53,768 |80,209,226] 1,498,330| 2,443 8,670 12,951| 112,980 436,039! 165,251         
 

 

     
 

1833| 53-413|87,248,821! 1,447,874| 318 792 | 26,305| 84,749] 489,961| 137,235

Gallons Pounds Pounds Amount in Value |Amount in Value

—_ Melasses. Coffee. Cotton. of Plantains sold. of Cattle sold.

1828 2,887,321 5,747,091 1,918,036 459,566 7 —| 72,127 -— =

1829 2,288,737 4:558,789 1,217,269 | 526,424 g —| 64,844 ~ =
1830 2,145,911 1,338,158 614,650 | 443,849 6 ~| 82,331 14 =

1831 2,896,546 1,176,484 420,338 | 593,243 16 -| 75,564 17 -

1832 4,018,101 3:417;911 599,510 | 559,890 19 -| 68,714 1 =

1833 4,636,294 2,587,744 538,126 | 467,261 11 —| 92,118 17 4

25 February 1834. (signed) W. Viret, Accountant Fin! Dep‘.

— No. 97.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieut.-Governor
Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 20 March 1834.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches of the
26th and the 27th of January last; the former enclosing an ordinance intituled
** An Ordinance to establish and constitute Inferior Courts of Criminal Justice
in British Guiana,” which has deprived the master of the power of inflicting
corporal punishment upon the slave, since the Ist March last; the latter
reporting most favourably on the tranquil state of the Colony and the industry
of the slaves, and enclosing certain documents in proof these representations.

I have received His Majesty’s commands to convey to you His confirmation
of the above-mentioned ordinance, and at the same time to express to you His
Majesty’s satisfaction at the wise, just and liberal course which has been
adopted by the Court of Policy and yourself on this occasion.

It has afforded His Majesty no small degree of gratification to observe that
those for whose benefit this ameliorating law has been framed, have by their
conduct merited the confidence and good-will which the Legislature of British
Guiana has thus manifested towards them.
The increased industry of the negroes, to which you bear testimony, the

absence of offences to a degree which would be creditable even to the most
civilized community, are circumstances which would at all times be highly gra-
tifying; but which’at the present crisisjustify the most favourable anticipations
of the success of the great experiment which has thus auspicicusly commenced.
The mild treatment of the negroes, indicated by the paucity of complaints
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before the protector; the anticipation, by several months, of one of the
most humane provisions of the British Act, by spoutaneous relinquishment
of the power of inflicting arbitrary corporal punishments; the cordial adop-
tion of the spirit and views of the British Parliament with reference to the
whole subject of emancipation, and the diligence wi.ich the Court of Policy
have manifested in devising the necessary measures for carrying those views
into effect, will most undoubtedly secure the proprietors and the Legislature of
British Guiana the gratitude and confidence of the negro population.
The proclamation you have issued for the purpose of explaining the objects

and the motives of the new ordinance, is eminently calculated to create and
foster those salutary feelings ; and His Majesty has authorized me to signify to
you His most gracious approbation of that judicious document.

I have only further to add, that having felt it my duty to call the attention
of Parliament to the satisfactory intelligence which I had received from you, I
am enabled, from the gratifying manner in which my communication was re-
ceived, to assure the Court of Policy and yourself, that the House of Commons
participated in the sentiments which are expressed in this Despatch, and that
they fully appreciated the humane and enlightened policy which has been
adopted by the Legislature of British Guiana.

I have, &c.
(signed) E.G. Stanley.

 

— No. 98.—

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to the Right Honourable
E. G. Stanley, dated Camp House, Demerara, 10 March 1884.

IN your Despatch of the 16th January, I have observed with regret that you
do not approve of two paragraphs in my address to the slaves of British
Guiana, forwarded to you by me on the 3d October. As you, however, state
in your Despatch as aforesaid, that you are aware of the difficulty of framing
documents to be addressed to the slaves, and as you are pleased to express your
general approbation of the address in question, 1 trust that you will allow me
to lay before you the few following explanatory remarks, which may perhaps
induce you to think more favourably of those expressions which at present do
not meet your approval.
As a preliminary observation, I presume I may be allowed to assume that as

yet the slave has known little of the law but its terrors. Whatever respect he '
may hereafter feel for the law, and for those who may be employed to admi-
nister justice, the very name of fiscal and of deputy-fiscal are to him
synonimous with the cart-whip and the tread-mill. He has never hitherto
been taken before these magistrates by his master, but with a view of being
more severely punished than he could otherwise be. Hereafter when, in the
first instance as an apprentice, and subsequently as a freeman, he will feel and
be made sensible of the protection afforded by the law, he will doubtless
understand and value those institutions to which he will owe his comfort and
his happiness. At present, dreading the name of a magistrate as that of a
person possessing and exercising over him a more severe sway than his master,
he looks to one man, and to one man only, (and whom he believes to have
authority over the fiscals and his master), for protection and support. I need
hardly point out that this man is the Governor; and I can assure you that
every action, word and expression of the officer administering the government
is watched and repeated by the negro population, and made known amongst
themselves all over the Colony with a celerity that is hardly to be believed.
The preservation of the peace of this important province at this momentous
crisis depends more than you are perhaps immediately aware of, not so much
upon the firmness and character of the Governor as upon the opinion the
negroes may have formed with respect to him, and above all, as to their
notions of his good faith and sincerity. These conclusions I have arrived at
after most mature and serious reflections upon what I have observed passing
around me, and with the deepest anxiety to discover the mostdirectpath

eading
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leading to the accomplishment of the object in view, without endangering the
ublic tranquillity. With a view to acquire the confidence of the negro, which

Phave stated to be in my opinion of-such primary importance, I published, very
shortly after I landed in this Colony, an address to the slave population, which
had the happiest effects. In that address, I recommended to them to listen to no
idle and foolish stories which were in circulation in the Colony as to the measures
to be adopted with respect to them. I assured them that neither I nor any
person in British Guiana could tell them what would be the orders which the
King and the Parliament of Great Britain might send out upon the subject;
but I added, that whatever those orders might be, they might depend upon my
carrying them into complete execution, and that they might equally rest
assured that I would communicate the same to them without delay. From
the date of the publication of this address, all that feverish excitement caused
by the circulation of all sorts of ridiculous reports ceased, and the negroes
awaited with patience my promised announcement. In the meanwhile, upon
looking around me, I found that the enactments of His Majesty’s Order in
Council of the 2d November 1831 had been by no means so carefully and
ointedly carried into effect in this Colony as, in my opinion, they ought to

Fave been. I forthwith abolished the cart-whip, as I was by that Order
enabled to do. I restricted the extent of punishment (which the fiscals and
deputy-fiscals were in the habits of awarding) within the limits fixed by the
said Order in Council, not to be exceeded but by courts in possession of
competent authority. These measures could not but acquire for me the good-
will of the slave population.

The removal of two fiscals showed both the whites and the blacks that the
Orders of the King in Council were to be strictly complied with, and did
more to suppress acts of tyranny and oppression than the prosecuting
and fining of 50 overseers or managers. It was under these circum-
stances, and keeping in view the line of conduct I had after due
reflection traced out for myself, that I had to explain to the negroes the
enactments of the Act of Parliament abolishing slavery. I have already
alluded to the dislike the negro had to magistrates. It was to soften
this dislike, and to inspire him with confidence in those gentlemen
whose arrival may be shortly expected, that I was induced to state, in my
address to the slaves, that the judgments of the justices of the peace would have
from time to time to be laid before me; and that if any of them abused their
authority, or acted in any way unworthy of the high trust committed to their
charge, they would be immediately removed. I wished to persuade the negro
to look up to the expected justice of the peace as his friend; as one acting
upon the same principles as myself; in constant communication with me, and
liable to be removed if he swerved from the correct discharge of his duty.
Such egregious and false misrepresentations are from time to time circulated
in this Colony, with respect to the intended plans of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, that it was with aview to guard against any erroneous ideas which
the negroes might have been led to entertain as to the functions and the duties
of the proposed justices, that, upon a due conviction of the propriety thereof, I
felt it advisable to explain that they were coming here to aid and assist me,
and that they would be subject to my authority. I think I may venture to
appeal with confidence to the subsequent acts of my administration, to acquit
me of any foolish vanity, or such a fond love of consequence, as to wish to
keep these justices at a distance. My great object is to induce the slave popu-
lation to place their confidence in the law and in the administration of justice.
The colonial members of the Court of Policy are fortunately gentlemen of
as liberal and as enlightened ideas as I ever wish to meet with; they have
afforded me their cordial support, and slavery throughout this province has
been stripped of its most revolting and disgusting feature. The slaves are
daily acquiring a confidence in the government, in the law, and in its adminis-
tration, which cannot but be attended with the happiest and most beneficial
effects. If my expressions have been deemed too strong, I think they may
very well be excused, when the class of people to whom they were addressed,
the circumstances under which they were made use of, and the good they have
done, are taken into consideration.
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—No. 99.—:

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 12 Feb. 1834.
I. raxe the liberty of laying before you copies of three circulars, the first

addressed to the three fiscals of British Guiana, the second to the several jus-
tices of the peace, and the third to each of the clergymen and licensed
preachers within the Colony, calling for periodical answers to certain ques-
tions ; and which, (if duly attended to on their parts,) will preclude almost the
possibility of any serious misunderstanding or combination amongst the negro
population, without the same being communicated to me in sufficient time to
enable me to take such measures as may be necessary to obviate all evil conse-
quences.

I am happy in being able to report that nothing can be more tranquil than
this Colony is at present; and with a judicious mixture of firmness and modera-
tion on the part of the magistracy, which I do all in my power to inculcate, I
see no reason to doubt the continuance of the existing state of affairs.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
 

Enclosure (A.) in No. 99.

Sir, Camp House, 6 Feb. 1834.
Herewira I enclose for your information a copy of a letter which I have addressed to

each of His Majesty’s justices of the peace within this province, calling for a montbly re-
port of the state of the ncgro population in their several neighbourhoods. From you, as an
officer of the Crown, more especially entrusted with the preservation of the tranquillity of
a large and important district, and who must be ex officio in the habits of daily intercourse
with inhabitants of every class of the community, I am anxious at the present moment to
hear more frequently; and I have consequently to request that you will addressa letter to
me every Monday morning, containing whatever information you may be in possession of,
with respect to the conduct and feelings of the white, free, coloured and black, and the
slave population, Upon all occasionsI have to beg of you to impress upon proprietors,
managers, overseers, and all persons having authority, the necessity of great temper and
moderation. It is in the inherent nature of slavery to generate servility on the one side,
and haughtiness on the other. The slave approaching the term of his freedom, and valuing
himself upon his new rights, will not always be so humble or so abject as formerly. Great
allowances must be made both for the prejudices of the overseer, as also for the exultation
of the negro, I feel particularly happy that a gentleman of your character and intimate
acquaintance with the negro character, should at the present crisis be at the head of the
magistracy of so important a district; and I rely with confidence upon your unceasing vigi- ~
lance and attention.

His Honour , (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
Acting Fiscal of British Guiana.
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Sir, (Confidential.~—Camp House, Demerara, 1 Feb. 1834.
Ir being of the utmost consequence that, during the progress of the important changes

about to take place, I should not only be made acquainted from time to time with the
conduct of the labouring population throughout this province, but receive periodically the
fullest information as to their temper and feelings, I have deemed it my duty to apply to
you, as one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace residing amongst them, and having
daily opportunities of forming a correct and unprejudiced opinion; and to request of you
to address to me, on the first day of each month,a letter containing answers to the following
ueries :—

1 1. Are the negroes in your neighbourhood contented, cheerful and civil ?
2. Have the negroes in your neighbourhood performed their work during the last month

with alacrity and good-will ? ;
3- Have there been any instances of insubordination, or any attempts to resist authority

by force?
y,. In the event of any disposition having been manifested to neglect their work, or to

behave themselves rudely to those in authority over them, has such misconduct been so
general as to induce you to attribute it to any combination or conspiracy; or is it
only with respect to a few idle and disorderly negroes, that you have had any complaints
made ?

fh. Has
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§- Has the attendance of the negroes at church and at school been as regular, duringthe preceding month, as usual, and to the full extent of the accommodation afforded them
under the local circumstances ofyour neighbourhood ? ;

6. Have you, as a magistrate, been under the necessity of ordering punishment by whip-
e

ping? And if so, how many delinquents have you directed to be so punished during
receding month ?

P 8 To

 

I have, &c.

 

One of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
British Guiana. .

Enclosure (C.) in No. 99.

Reverend Sir, Camp House, Demerara, g Feb. 1834.
Ar the present moment, when such a great and blessed change is about to take place

with respect to the situation of the labouring class of this community, you will see the pro-
priety of the person to whom His Majesty has thought proper to entrust the reins of thegovernment of this province at so important a crisis, being made well acquainted from time
to time with the temper, opinions and feelings of the negro population. The safety of all
classes, and the preservation of the tranquillity of the Colony, depend upon the caution and
circumspection to be observed in carrying the proposed measure into effect. A misconcep-
tion on the part of the negro, or a jea ousy, however unfounded, that the orders from home
are more favourable to him than the local authorities are willing to allow, may (if not
speedily explained and removed by those in whom he may have confidence) plunge theColony into dreadful confusion, ] am therefore induced, amongst other precautionary mea-sures, to apply to you, as justly possessing considerable influence over your congregation,for your aid and assistance upon the present occasion; and I trust that you will not deem
it unbecoming your sacred character, so far to interfere with the political events of theday, as to address to me, on the first day of each month,a letter containing such remarksand reflections on the conduct and feelings of that part of the negro population (spirituallyunder your charge) as you may deem it advisable that I should be made acquainted with.

_ Thave, &e.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 To the Reverend

 

— No. 100. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 21 Feb. 1834.
WITH reference to my Despatch of the 27th of January, I have great plea-

sure in transmitting to you to be laid before His Majesty, and as I hope, for his
Royal approbation, the first of the two Ordinances therein alluded to; being the
one required for the classification of the apprenticed labourers. I do not think
that the enactments of this ordinance require from me any particular comment
or explanation, being strictly according to the spirit, and (as much as local cir-
cumstances would admit) agreeably to the very words of the 3d cap. of the
proposed Order in Council, attached to the printed paper, dated Downing-street,
19 Oct. 1883.

I have great pleasure in being able to add that the ordinance for the govern-ment of the apprenticed labourers has been read twice. It is ordered to be
engrossed, and to be brought up for the third reading upon Friday next. In
ten days, at the very farthest, I am in hopes, consequently, to be able to trans-mit this importantdocument.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 101, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-
Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 6 June 1834.I HAVE received and laid before the King your Despatch of the 21stFeb.,transmitting an ordinance passed by yourself and the Court of Policy, for the278.
classification
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classification and registration of slaves in British Guiana, hereafter to become
and be apprenticed labourers ; and I have the honour to signify to you His
Majesty’s approbation of this ordinance.

I have, &c.
(signed) IZ. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 102.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, . Camp House, Demerara, 25 Feb. 1834.
WITH aview to the removal of all daily causes ofirritation between the em-

ployer and the labourer, and to encourage that kind feeling without which it
will be impossible to carry on the cultivation of the estates in this Colony when
labour becomes perfectly free and uncontrolled, I am extremely anxious to in-
troduce a fair and equitable system of task-work, and which task-work may
hereafter be paid for at a price to be agreed upon.

I take the liberty of laying before you a circular letter which I have ad-
dressed to the justices of the peace throughout the province of British Guiana,
calling upon them to favour me with the details of the information I shall re-
quire to enable me to lay the foundation of a system, from which I am in
hopes much future good may arise. It is my intention to appoint a committee,
to be composed of seven or eight of the most respectable planters, and to sub-
mit to them the replies from the several justices, and to call upon them to
form, from the mass of information they will have before them, a reasonable
tariff of the amount of work each negro ought to perform. This tariff will! be
of course, before it is promulgated, subject to my examination and approbation.
I do not propose that this proposed tariff should be issued by authority, or that
there should be any compulsory enactments with respect to its being observed.
These matters, I humbly conceive, had better be left to find their own level. I
intend only to recommend their adoption, both to the employer and to the
labourer, as calculated to promote the interests and happiness of both parties.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

P.S. Ihave framed my questions for a day’s work of ten hours. I have
done this on purpose, as this is the time the negroes have hitherto been accus-
tomed to work; and no planter, with the very best intentions, but who might
over-estimate the quantum of work to be performed in the reduced time he
now will have a right to. I have therefore thought it best to have the infor-
mation given to me, as to the quantity of task-work equivalent to ten hours of
work; and from which estimate one-fourth will, of course, be to be forthwith
subtracted.

JC. S.
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Sir, Camp House, George Town, 23 Feb. 1834.
Wits a view to the system of task-work being more generally resorted to in this Colony

{a system which, wherever it has been resorted to, whether in Europe or in the Colonies,
has invariably been found to be equally advantageous to the employer and the labourer), I
am desirous of obtaining from you information upon certain points connected with the sub-
ject. Iwill therefore be obliged to vou, after conferring with the most intelligent gentle-
men in your neighbourhood, accustomed to the management of negroes, and in the habit of
superintending or directing their work, to favour me with replies to the following questions,
as far as they may be applicable to the local situation and the usual cultivation of your

istrict.
1. What are the operations, connected with the navigation, the canals, and the drainage

of the estates, which are susceptible of being executed by task-work? And what extent of
work of each different sort, as above descnbed, has hitherto been considered as a fair pro-
portion to be required from a labourer for his day’s work, the day being reckoned at
ten working hours?

2. What
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2. What are the operations in theculture of the sugar eane, and in the manufacture of
sugar, which are suceptible ofbeing executed by task-work? And what are the different
proportions of such work as have hitherto been consideredfair tasks for a day of ten work-
ing hours, when allotted to one, or to several labourers conjointly ; toone, or to several
women conjointly; or to a gang of a certain number of either boys or girls? The number
of the children, in proportion to the extent of the work required, to be specified.

3. What are the operations connected with the culture of the coffee tree, and the prepa-
ration of the fruit for exportation, which are susceptible of being executed by task-work ?
And what extent of labour, in each of these several operations, has hitherto been considered
as a fair day’s work, in a working day of ten hours each, for a male labourer, a female
labourer, or for a boy or girl; or (when the. work has been given out toa gang) to a gang
composed of a certain number of persons of either of the above descriptions?

4. What are the operations connected with the culture of the cotton shrub, and the
gathering, picking and packing the cotton wool, which are susceptible of being executed
by task-work; and what extent of labour, of each of the foregoing different descriptions,
has been considered as a fair day’s labour, in a working day of ten hours, for a male labourer,
a woman, a boy ora girl? ;

5, What operations in the culture of the plantain are susceptible of being performed by
task-work; and what has been the extent of a fair day’s work, in a working day of ten
hours, hitherto expected from a male labourer, a woman, or a boy or girl, in work of such a
description ?

6. What are the operations in wood-cutting, squaring and sawing of timber, making
shingles and staves, which are susceptible of task-work; and where task-work has been
resorted to, what has hitherto been considered as a fair day’s work, for a day consisting of
ten hours, for a labourer employed upon a wood-cutting establishment.

To . f have, &e.

One of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
in the Province of British Guiana.

 

 

—No. 103. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieut.-Governor
Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 5 May 1834,
T nave received your Despatches as named in the margin ; and I have the

honour to convey to you my approval of the course which you have adopted, as
detailed in the last-mentioned communication, for obtaining such information
from certain local officers as will enable you to prevent any disturbance among
the negro population, and also to assist you in establishing a fair and equitable
system of task-work. Your regulations upon the latter subject I shall be happy
to receive as soon as completed.

I have, &c.
(signed) £. G. Stanley.

 

No. 104, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 14 March 1834.
I wave very great satisfaction in laying before you an Ordinance for the

government and regulation of apprenticed labourers in this Colony, framed, as
1 hope it will be deemed, in strict accordance with the principles established by
the Act for the Abolition of Slavery; and in unison (as much as local circum-
_Stances would admit of) with those measures recommended to the consideration
of the Legislature of British Guiana, in your paper of the 19th October 1833.
I propose to do myself the honour of pointing out, in this Despatch, those
enactments which are not strictly in accordance with your recommendation
(or the contents of the paper of the 19th of October), and of respectfully ex-
Plaining the reasons which have induced me to give my assent to those con-
tained in the ordinance, in preference.
. You have proposed to divide British Guiana into eight judicial districts. It1s the unanimous opinion of the members of the Court of Policy (and in which
278. I perfectly
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I perfectly concur) that, considering the localities of the Colony, 14 is the least
number of districts in which it ought to be divided.
You have proposed that one special justice only should be appointed for

each district. The maximum of punishment (Art. 7, page 16) left to the dis-
cretion of a-single magistrate, you have proposed to fix at six months’ hard
labour, and 89 lashes. In the ordinance, a single magistrate is not entrusted
with the power of awarding a more severe punishment than 14 days’ hard
labour, or 15 lashes. (See p. 4, s. 3, c.2.) When cases occur which may
require to be more severely dealt with, they must be taken before a bench of
magistrates, and which bench of magistrates or district sessions can inflict
punishment to the extent you have proposed to entrust to an individual magis-
trate. I humbly conceive the enactments of the ordinance are preferable to
the plan of leaving so much power in the hands of any individual; insomuch
as all arbitrary power is liable to be abused, and consequently the less of it is
entrusted to single magistrates the better.

This change in the authority of the single magistrate, and the necessity of
three being assembled to take cognizance of offences of a graver character,
render a greater number of magistrates than you have contemplated absolutely
and essentially necessary to carry the law into execution. The ordinance
specifies three, as required for each judicial district ; of which, it will be
remembered, it is proposed there should be 14. Forty-two special magistrates
will consequently be required for British Guiana. If 14 stipendiary magis-
trates are sent from England, these 14 gentlemen would be the chairmen of the
district sessions of their respective districts, and the 28 remaining special justices,
whose services will be required for the formation of the courts, can be selected
from the justices of the peace of this Colony. I beg leave respectfully to refer
you to my despatch of the 28th November (No. 65) upon the subject, and in
which I have entered at full length into the policy and propriety of some such
measure.

If the arrangement, as described in the foregoing paragraph, should not be
approved, and that it should be determined to entrust to the gentlemen to be
sent from England the sole and entire control and government of the appren-
ticed labourers, in that case it will be necessary to arm the individual magis-
trates with those powers which the enactments of the ordinance confide only
to the court of district sessions.

In chapter 10, page 19, of the ordinance, you will observe that. in all cases
of sale of the services of an apprenticed labourer, the public exhibition of the
person ofthe labourer, or even his compulsory attendance at the place of sale,
is prohibited. This is a clause I introduced myself, and to which I beg your
special attention. I beg respectfully to suggest that His Majesty’s law officers
may be consulted as to the legality or illegality of seizing the services of an
apprenticed labourer under a writ of execution. If the services of an appren-
ticed labourer are liable to be taken in execution by a creditor, the labourer
himself, being a freeman, can never be compelled to mount a table whilst his
services are put up at auction ; nor can he be locked up or imprisoned by the
marshal. I introduced the clause with a view to prevent disturbance ; as Iam
confident the apprenticed labourer would have resisted. If the Ordinance is
approved of, such a proceeding will be illegal, and cannot be attempted. The
opinion of His Majesty’s legal advisers, relative to the legality of’ issuing writs
of execution upon the services of an apprenticed labourer, is however highly
necessary to be communicated in this Colony, in order that the question may
not be agitated. It is one of vital importance, andy which, if pushed to extre-
mities, might endanger the peace of the Colony.

In forwarding to you the ordinance for the government of the apprenticed
labourers, I beg at the same time to draw your attention to the accompanying
Extracts of the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Court of Policy; and which,
at the request of the court, I have the honour to lay before you. The extract
of the 5th of March relates to the allowance of food and of clothing for the
apprenticed labourers, and which, in the opinion of the court, is at present fixed
at a higher rate for the slaves than necessary or proper. The court have
caused a schedule upon a more moderate scale to be prepared. The existing
schedule, and also the one proposed and recommended by the Court of Policy,
will accompany the ordinance, in order that the subject may be fully before
you, aad that schedule inserted in the ordinance for the use of the apprenticed

labourers,
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labourers, which, after due consideration, may meet with the approbation of
His Majesty’s Government.
The Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Court of Policy of

the 8th of March, relates to the expense to be incurred in the construction of
the buildings which will be required for the use of the special magistrates and
of the police establishments. I have had plans, sections and estimates pre-
pared: a house for a magistrate, a barrack for a serjeant and 10 or 12 men,
a gaol with distinct wards and a tread-mill cannot be constructed in this
Colony for less money than 6,000/. If we are to have 14 of such establish-
ments, we shall require 84,000 J. to defray the expense of the buildings alone.
‘The salaries of the magistrates and annual expense of the police establishment
must also not be forgotten. In the present state of this Colony, the raising of
the requisite funds is quite out of the question. We must content ourselves
with three or four police establishments, in addition to the two already existing
gaols; and even for the construction of this reduced number there will be no
funds, excepting His Majesty’s Government shall think proper to advance a
certain sum, say 50,000/., as a loan, to be repaid with interest by instalments.

I have now only to express my earnest hope that the ordinance herewith
forwarded will meet with His Majesty’s most gracious approbation. It has
caused, both to myself and to the members of the Court of Policy, a very long
and fatiguing session, and has been the almost undivided object of our most
serious attention for a considerable length of time. If we have, however, suc-
ceeded in framing a code in unison with the free institutions of the mother
country, but at the same time sufficiently efficient to meet the exigencies of
the colony, to maintain the public peace, and to protect every man in the pos-
session of his rights and of his property, we shall feel amply repaid in the
gratifying reflection that we have done our duty.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 104.

REMARKS explanatory of certain points in which the Court of Policy have thought it
necessary to deviate from the Prospectus transmitted by the Secretary of State, of the
Legislative measures required to be taken to carry into effect the Act for the Abolition
of Slavery, &c.

Cap. I. Sect. 1. In the prospectus it is proposed to divide the Colony of British Guiana
into not more than eight judicial districts.
The Court of Policy is of opinion, however, that British Guiana ought to be divided into

at least 14 judicial districts, on account of the great extent of line over which the inhabited
part of the Colony runs, being nearly 250 miles of sea-coast, and a nearly equal distance
along the banks of the several rivers. The Court even contemplates the necessity of a divi-
sion into a still greater number of districts, and has therefore introduced the words “ not
less than” 14 judicial districts.
Under the present judicial system, the Colony is actually divided into 14 districts, inde-

pendently of the town of George Town, which, from its extent of population, affords ample
scope for a district in itself.

Sect. 2. The prospectus proposes that one special justice shall be appointed to each of
the districts,
The court is of opinion that at least three justices will be necessary for each district, as

well because of the physical impossibility of one man performing the duties, from the
great extent of the districts, as for the purpose of forming the district courts proposed to be
established by the Ordinance.
Cap. III, (P and Q.) The schedules of food and clothing attached to this ordinance

are adopted by the court in lieu of those established by the late Governor Sir B. D’Urban,
in the formation of which the court has reason to suppose his Excellency was ill-informed
or mis-advised, this court having never been consulted on the subject; and which schedules,
if acted up to, would be found oppressively burthensome to the master and quite unneces-
sary for the maintenance and comfort of the labourer.
The present schedules, the court is of opinion, are on a scale of liberality fully adequate

to, if not beyond the means of the planter, and not exceeded in any colony in the West
Indies, and’ are well adapted to the necessities and comforts of the different classes of
labourers to whom they apply.
Cap. VI. Sect. 2. The court has thought it necessary to restrict the residence of ap-

prenticed labourers to the plantationsor establishments on which they are employed, in
Place of, to the district, as in sect. 3, ¢. 7, of the prospectus.
ths nes been the practice of the Colony hitherto; every plantation having itsvillage,

278. an

BRITISH
GUIANA.

Enclosure 1,

in No. 104.

265



266

BRITISH
GUIANA,

——ey

Enclosure @,
in No. 104.

Enclosure 3,
in No. 1.04,

138 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

and some of no mean compass; and on account of the extent of the plantations, as well as
of the districts, any deviation from this salutary custom would open a door to irregularity
of conduct and vagrancy, and perhaps to dangerous combinations.

Sect. 3. The distance of many of the districts from the towns renders it impossible for
the labourers in most instances to attend the markets there; and it is only in the towns of
George Town and New Amsterdam, and at the village of Mahaica, that markets are held.
The court has it in contemplation, however, to establish district markets wherever oppor-

tunity offers, or circumstances require them; but it would be imprudent to allow appren-
ticed labourers to quit their districts without passes, under the pretence of attending
markets,

In this chapter, the exception contained in the 15th section of cap. 7 of the prospectus,
has been omitted, the localities of this Colony allowing of the possibility, nay, even the pro-
bability, of a residence in the forest extending beyond two years’ without discovery ; and it
is difficult to conceive any other instances of two years undisturbed possession of land by
any apprenticed labourer without lawful authority.

n framing cap. 7, the court has not thought it necessary to provide for the payment of
appraisers; the chief justice and the protector of slaves having stated that in no instance
had any difficulty occurred in finding appraisers of the first respectability, who never
expected or desired any remuneration.

19 March 1834. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth,

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 104.

Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Court of Policy ofthe Colony and dependent Districts of British Guiana, at its adjourned Assembly, held
at the Colony House, George Town, Demerara.—Wednesday, 5 March 1834.

(After Prayers.)
Tue court then, with reference to the schedule of allowances of food and clothing pro-posed to be appended to the Bill for the regulation of apprenticed labourers, and whichupon further consideration, it was now resolved to send forward to His Majesty’s Go-vernment, accompanied with that published by Sir B. D’Urban, in order that HisMajesty’sGovernment may compare the one with the other; and in the event of the adoption of thelatter schedule, it is to be understood that the measure is forced upon the court, as it wasnever consulted by Sir B. D’Urban on the framing thereof, although his Excellency wasdirected by His Majesty’s Secretary of State to take the court’s advice on thesubjectand the modifications were intended to obviate superfluity, whereas the scales prescribedby Sir B. D’Urban have overlooked that object, and the Proclamation is left to impose aheavy burthen upon the preprietors of slaves, and must necessarily and obviously be felt ina greater degree after the apprenticeship commences, when their resources will be so muchdiminished: the court therefore trusts that the schedules proposed to be substituted willbe found amply sufficient; the.court unanimously being of that opinion, and assuringHis Majesty’s Government that they are to the full extent which the Colonists could pos-sibly bear, even in the most prosperous times, besides being fully adapted to the wants ofthe apprenticed labourers.

e court request that his Excellency the Lieut.-governor will be pleased to forward anextract containing the preceding minute, with the ordinance for the regulation of apprenticedlabourers, to His Majesty’s Government.
(A true extract.)

(signed) Charles Wilday, Secretary.
 

. Enclosure 8, in No. 104.

Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Court of Policy ofthe Colony and dependent Districts of British Guiana, at its adjourned Assembly, held atthe Colony House, George Town, Demerara.—Saturday, 8 March 1834.

(After Prayers.)
His Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, when forwarding a copy of the ordinance tothe Right hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies for His Majesty’s approval, isrequested to accompany it with the following resolution:
Resolved, That in passing the present ordinance, this court have been desirous to testifyto His Majesty’s Government, the anxiety to meet the views and suggestions of the Govern-ment on the deeply important matter which is the subject of it. But they feel it their dutyearnestly to represent to His Majesty’s Government the utter impossibility of providing,from the resources of the Colony, the large expenditure which will be required for the newpolice establishment intended by the enactment; and that unless this Colony is assisted byis Majesty’s Government with the requisite funds, either by grant or loan, the Court of

Policy are wholly unable to put in execution this important branch of the law.
Ordered, That an extract of this resolution be sent to his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, for the purposes containcd therein.

: (A true extract.)
(signed) Charles Wilday, Secretary.
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— No. 105.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Stanley to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Dowuing-street, 24 May 1834.
I wave received your Despatch of the 14th March last, together with the

ordinance passed by the Legislature of British Guiana, for the government and
regulation of apprenticed labourers in that Colony.

I have examined the ordinance with the greatest attention, and I have much
satisfaction in conveying to you my opinion that it has been framed with a
sincere desire to meet the wishes of the British Parliament indicated in the
Act for the Abolition of Slavery, and the views of His Majesty’s Government
contained in the model draft transmitted to you in my Despatch of the 19th
October last.
For the most part, indeed, the Legislature of British Guiana have followed

the model draft with the most scrupulous exactness, and where they have
departed from it, the modifications which have been introduced into the
ordinance are in many instances well adapted to the local circumstances of the
Colony, and calculated to promote the successful working of the new system
about to be introduced.
The establishment of temporary police settlements, the appointment of

constables or headboroughs in addition to the police, the institution of sessions
of special justices under the superintendence of the stipendiary magistrates sent
out from this country, the gradations of the jurisdictions to be respectively
exercised by the single justice and the board, the definite regulation regarding
the daily time which the pradial apprenticed labourer is to give to his
employer, the prevention of the exhibition of the labourer’s person when his
services may happen to be sold, appear to me to be extremely judicious
additions, and to afford a gratifying proof not only of the prudence but of the
good feeling of the Court of Policy and yourself, from whom these provisions
have originally and spontaneously emanated.

Appreciating as I do the pains which the Legislature of British Guiana has
bestowed upon the preparation of this important ordinance, I think it an
ungrateful task to enter into the exposition of its defects. I feel it my duty,
however, to bring under your notice the deviations from the model draft
which are of a less satisfactory character than those to which I have already
adverted, and some of which appear to His Majesty’s Government to require
amendment.

1. I do not perceive any grounds stated in your Despatch, or in the minute
of the Court of Policy, for the omissionofthe following regulations which were
proposed in the model draft, namely, the 7th sec. of cap. 21 of the draft, which
prevented the Governor from paying to the special justice his quarter’s
salary until the duplicate of his journal should have been duly transmitted;
and the 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th secs. of the 6th cap. of the draft, under
which the apprenticed labourers are compelled to maintain their children.
The latter of these points, however, I should be unwilling to press against the
opinion of the Court of Policy, who have the means of judging whether it is
unnecessary to take any other security for the public than that which is afforded
by the parental feelings of the labourers. As respects the journals of the
special justices, although I am fully convinced of the importance of ensuring
the regularity of their completion and the punctuality of their transmission,
and of the efficacy of the plan which I had proposed for securing those ends,
yet asl can effect the same objects with the assistance of the Lords Com-
Missioners of His Majesty's Treasury, if experience should prove it to be
essential, I do not consider it necessary to propose the insertion in the ordi-
nance of the omitted provision.

2. The provisions of the draft forbade the confinement offemales in the stocks
between sunset and sunrise, or for more than eight hours in the whole for any one
day, or for more than two days consecutively, or for more than six days in the
whole for any one offence. But by cap. 4, sec. 13, of the ordinance, this punish-
ment may be inflicted for six consecutive days for 10 hours together, and during
any part of the 24 hours, if’ between two successive confinements 14 hours shall
elapse. In such intervals also the offender may be detained in custody, though
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not actually in the stocks. This last rule is probably necessaryto prevent the
escape of the female during the pauses of her punishment; but I am not dis-
posed to admit the propriety of the greater latitude which the ordinance allows
to the special justice, as respects the duration of the punishment and the time
for its infliction. Presuming, however, that you will be able to furnish me
with satisfactory grounds for this alteration, I shall not urge the restoration of
the clauses originally proposed respecting this mode ofpunishment.

3. The doubts which you appear to have entertained as to the propriety of
substituting for the food, maintenance and allowances authorized by Sir Ben-
jamin D'Urban’s proclamation of the 18th January 1833, the proposed sche-
dules to the ordinance, marked P and Q, were founded on a perfectly correct
view of the intent of the Slavery Abolition Bill.
Under that statute (sec. 11), the employer of every labourer is required to

supply him “ with such food and clothing and other allowances as by any law
now in force in the Colony to which such labourer may belong, an owner is
required to supply to and for any slave, being of the same age and sex as such
apprenticed labourer shall be.”
On the 28th August last, when the Act was passed, Sir B. D’Urban’s pro-

clamation ofthe 18th January 1833, issued under the authority of the order ofthe
6th November 1832, was in force in the Colony and had the authority of law there.
The schedule of food, &c. sanctioned by that proclamation must therefore

continue in force in British Guiana during the apprenticeship, and must con-
sequently be inserted in the place of schedules P and Q.

4. The 9th sec. of cap. 4 of the ordinance empowers the district sessions to
adjudge the extra labour of the apprentices to be performed, “if necessary,”
after the expiration of the apprenticeship.

In order to render this provision consistent with the Slavery Abolition Act,
it should be confined to those cases in which punishment may have been
incurred by reason of such a wilful absence as is contemplated in the 20th
clause of that Act.

5. The ordinance, cap. 4, sec. 14, enables the special justices to adjudge the
hard labour to which the apprentice may have become liable, to be performed
in the service or for the benefit of the employer.

I think that this clause is open to considerable objection ; as it would neces-
sarily withdraw the labourers undergoing this punishment, from the charge of
the police and justices, under whose superintendence punishments are to be
inflicted. And unless it were confined to the same maximum of time, viz. 15
hours per week, as the ordinary extra labour to which an apprentice may be
subjected, it would contravene the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, and would
moreover give to the employer a direct interest in the misconduct of the
apprentice.

6. The model draft, cap. 7, sect. 4, authorized the resort of the apprenticed
labourers to places of public worship, though beyond the district in which they
might dwell; subject of course to the obligation of performing the prescribed
amount of labour. The ordinance, cap. 6, sect. 3, authorizes the exercise of
this right only on Sundays. It must, however, be remembered that in all
societies of Christians dissenting from the Church of England, it is required by
the established discipline or practice, that their members should meet together
for devotional exercises on the week days. To interdict such observances to
those who might wish to follow them, would, I think, be at variance with the
policy and the principles by which Parliament was guided in passing the Slavery
Abolition Act.
The same clause of the ordinance restricts within narrower limits than those

which I had contemplated, the right of the labourer to attend markets, and
confines him to one market only. So far from approving of this additional
restriction, I have upon more mature consideration arrived at the conviction
that the provision, even as originally framed, requires to be modified so as to
afford the preedial apprenticed labourer a greater degree of liberty during those
hours which are not to be devoted to his employer. I recommend therefore,
that in the place of sect. 8, cap. 6, of the ordinance, the following clause should
be substituted, viz.:

“ Every labourer found in any place more than five miles distant from his
residence, except in his way to or from some place of public worship, and not
having with him a written pass for that purpose from his employer, or from the

specia



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 141

special justice of the district, shall be liable to be apprehended and brought
before a special justice ; and unless such labourer shall make it appear to the
satisfaction of such special justice that he or she, when so found, was employed
upon his or her lawful occasions, such labourer shall be adjudged a vagabond,
and punished accordingly.”

Whilst upon this branch of the subject, I must observe that I feel justified
in sanctioning the clause which compels the apprenticed labourers to reside
upon the plantations or establishments on which they may be employed.
Having regard on the one hand to the importance of fixing the negro to a

specified domicile during the apprenticeship, and on the other hand to the pro-
visions in the Slavery Abolition Act requiring the employer to supply the
apprenticed labourer with lodging, medical attendance, and with provision-
grounds, within a limited distance from such lodging, I am satisfied that this
restriction is expedient, and that it is not inconsistent with the intention of
Parliament.

7. In my Despatch of the 13th inst., I have intimated to you that it would
have been advisable to have laid down distinctly in cap. 10’ of this ordinance,
that the interest of the employer in the services of an apprenticed labourer
should be liable to be sold under an execution, in satisfactionofthe claims of a
creditor. Although I have already expressed my decided opinion, that even
as the ordinance is at present framed such an interest would be liable thus to
be sold; yet, as this question has been agitated in the Colony, and as I think
it of the highest importance that no check should be given to the credit of the
proprietors in British Guiana, especially at the present moment, I have to de-
sire that you will urge the Court of Policy to make such amendment in this
chapter as may place this just right of the creditor beyond the possibility of
litigation.

$. The last point to which I have to direct your attention, is the number of
judicial districts into which you propose to divide the Colony. I regret that in
distributing amongst the Colonies the number of special magistrates for whom
the Imperial Parliament has provided stipends, I can only allot 12 to the Colony
of British Guiana. It would be obviously advisable that each district and
session should be under the superintendence of one of these stipendiary justices ;
and I think that if possible you should endeavour to reduce the number of
districts to 12, and that at all events the ordinance should be framed so as to
admit of such reduction, by fixing 12 instead of 14, as the maxium number
of districts. If upon further consideration it should still appear to the Court
of Policy and yourself desirable to adhere to the proposed number of 14 dis-
tricts, it is expedient that some arrangement should be devised by which those
districts which might happen not to be placed under the immediate superin-
tendence of any of the stipendiary justices, should be regularly visited and in-
spected by one or more of these functionaries.
Having thus expressed my opinion upon the various points in which the

Court of Policy and yourself have departed from the model draft, I have had
to consider the course which it might be most expedient to adopt with respect
to the confirmation of this ordinance by His Majesty in Council. I wouldgladly have confided to the Court of Policy, of whose just and proper views
the ordinance exhibits so striking a proof, the exclusive task of remedying
the defects which I have pointed out, or such of them as it might be indis-
pensably necessary to remove, and I should have left this duty in their handswith the most entire reliance on their good will and discretion; but as this
course wouid have led to considerable delay in issuing the certificate required
by the British Act, from the date of which the claim to compensation accrues,with interest till payment, I have deemed it most for the advantage of the
Colony to amend the ordinance by Order in Council, in such points as are in-dispensable for the purpose of enabling the necessary certificate to be issued,leaving objections of less importance to be dealt with as, on future considera-tion, yourself and the Court of Policy may deem expedient; and the ordinance
80 amended and approved by His Majesty, with the certificate entitling theColony to its share of the fund from the 1st August, will be transmitted to youby the next opportunity.

I have, &c.
(signed) E.G. Stanley.
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—No. 106. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Under-Secretary Lefevre to Lieut.-Governor
Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 7 June 1834.
IN compliance with the promise of Mr. Stanley, expressed in his Despatch

of the 24th ult., I have the honour, in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice, to transmit to you an Order of the King in Council, dated Sth
June 1834, declaring that an ordinance hath been passed by the Lieutenant-
governor and Court of Policy of British Guiana, giving effect to an Act of
Parliament for the Abolition of Slavery; and that, in consequence of having
passed such ordinance, the said Colony is entitled to participate in the com-
pensation awarded therein; and also confirming the ordinance, with certain
exceptions and alterations.

Lam, &c.
(signed) John Lefevre.
 

Enclosure in No. 106.

AT the Court at St. James’s, the 5th day of June 1834;

Present,

The King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Wuerzas by an Act of Parliament, passed in the third and fourth year of His Majesty’s
reign, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for
promoting the industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto
entitled to the services of such Slaves,” it is amongst uther things enacted, that no part of the
sum of twenty millions ofpounds sterling therein mentioned, shall be applied or shall be appli-
cable to the purposes therein mentioned, for the benefit of any person now entitled to theservices
of any slave in any of the Colonies therein mentioned, unless an order shall have been first
made by His Majesty, with the advice of His Privy Council, declaring that adequate and
satisfactory provision hath been made by law in such Colony, for giving effect to the said
Act of Parliament, by such further and supplementary enactments as therein mentioned:
And whereas on the 8th day of March 1834, an ordinance was enacted by the Lieutenant-
overnor, by and with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy of the Colony of
ritish Guiana, intituled, “« An Ordinance for the government and regulation ofApprenticed

Labourers;” and whereas the said Ordinance was so enacted with the design of giving
effect to the said Act of Parliament, by such further and supplementary enactments as in the
said Act are mentioned: His Majesty doth therefore, by and with the advice of His Privy
Council, and in pursuance and exercise of the power and authority in and by the said Act
of Parliament in His Majesty in Council in that behalf vested, by this present Order
declare, and it is hereby declared, that except in so far as certain parts of the said ordi-
nance are hereinafter disallowed, and except in so far as certain parts of the said ordinance
are hereinafter amended by the substitution of other provisions in lieu thereof, the said
ordinance is approved, confirmed and allowed, and finally enacted; and that by the said
ordinance, so in part disallowed and so amended as aforesaid, adequate and satisfactory
rovision hath been made in British Guiana for giving effect to the said Act of Parliament,
y such further and supplementary enactments as therein are mentioned and required.
And whereas it is by the said ordinance amongst other things enacted, that the Colony

of British Guiana shall be divided into not less than 14 judicial districts ; now it is hereby
ordered, that for the word fourteen, as occurring in the said enactment, the word twelve
shall be substituted; and that the said ordinance, and each and every part thereof, shall be
construed and carried into execution in such and the same manner as if the word twelve
had been, and the word fourteen had not been, employed in the said enactment.
And whereas certain schedules, marked respectively with the letters P. and Q., are sub-

joined to and referred to in the said ordinance ; now it is hereby ordered, that for the said
schedule marked with the letter P., shall be substituted the schedule hereunto annexed,
marked with the-letter X., and for the said schedule marked with the letter Q. shall be
substituted the schedule hereunto annexed, marked with the letter Y.; and that the said
ordinance, and each and every part thereof, shall be construed and carried into execution
in such and the same manner as if the said schedules marked X. and Y. had been, and the
said schedules marked P. and Q. had not been, subjoined to and referred to in the said
ordinance.
And whereas it is by the said ordinance amongst other things enacted, that the privates

in each settlement therein mentioned, shall receive pay at the rate of per diem, and the
serjeant shall be paid at the rate of per diem; now therefore, the said last recited enact:

men
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ment is hereby disallowed ; and it is hereby ordered, that the pay of the serjeants and pri-
vates of each police settlement within the said Colony shall from time to time be deter-
mined by and according to such ordinances as shall from time to time be for that
purpose enacted by the officer administering the government of the said Colony, with the
advice and consent of the Court of Policy thereof, such ordinances being so made subject
to His Majesty’s approbation or disallowance, as in other cases.
And whereas it is in and by the said ordinance amongst other things enacted, that every

such employer or manager of slaves as therein mentioned, shall at the time and in the
manner therein mentioned, deliver a certain schedule marked with the letter O.; and
whereas in the said enactment theword slaves hath by inadvertence been employed instead
of the words apprenticed labourers ; it is therefore further ordered, that for the word slaves,
as occurring in the said enactment, the words apprenticed labourers shall be substituted,
and that the said ordinance, and each and every part thereof, shall be construed and car~
ried into execution in such and the same manner as if the words apprenticed labourers hadbeen, and as if-the word slaves had not been, employed in the said enactment.
And whereas it is by the said ordinance amongst other things enacted, that every non-

predialapprenticed labourer shall be bound and obliged towork and labour 10 hours in
each and every day in the year, with such exceptions as therein mentioned, in the service
and for the benefit of his or her employer, and it is thereby declared that a day’s labour ofa non-preedial apprenticed labourer shall be such a portion of specified work as can be per-formed by each non-predial apprenticed labourer, by assiduous and steady industry, during
the space of 10 hours; now it is further ordered, that for the word ten, as twice occurringin the said enactment, the word nine shall be substituted ; and that the said ordinance, and
each and every part thereof, shall be construed and carried into execution in such and thesame manner as if the word nine had been, and as ‘if the word ten had not been, so twiceemployed in the said enactment. .
And whereas it is by the said ordinance amongst other things enacted, that it shall andmay be lawful for such district sessions as therein mentioned to adjudge such extra labouras therein mentioned, if necessary, to be performed after the expiration of such apprentice-ship as therein mentioned, and that if such labour shall be adjudged to be performed afterthe expiration of the apprenticeship, then it shall be lawful to adjudge such 15 hours perweek, as therein mentioned, to be performed in addition to the number of seven hours and ahalf per day, to be reckoned a part of the number of hours adjudged to be performed, untilthe whole shall in like manner have been com leted; now it is hereby ordered, that somuch of the said ordinance as last aforesaid shall be and the same is hereby disallowed.And whereas it is by the said ordinance enacted, that if any employer of any apprenticedlabourer shall whip, beat, imprison, confine in the stocks, or otherwise maltreat any suchapprenticed labourer, or shall by way of punishment commit any assault upon his person,such employer shall incur a penalty, to be imposed by the district session of special justices,not exceeding 20/., with imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month in default ofthe payment of such fine; and that in any case as last aforesaid, it shall be competent forsuch district sessions to award the whole or any part of such penalty to the apprenticedlabourer injured, as and for damages for such assault; and that it shall also be competentto such district sessions, if the case be of an aggravated nature, if it shall seem meet, toabstain from imposing such penalty, and commit the offender to take his trial for suchoffence before either of the supreme courts of the Colony having jurisdiction in thepremises: And whereas doubts might arise whether, consistently with the provisions lastaforesaid, it would be competent to any such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid to maintainany civil suit or action against such his or her employer for or in respect of any suchinjury as aforesaid; and doubts might also arise whether, consistently with such provisions,any prosecution could be commenced in either of the supreme courts aforesaid against anysuch employer as aforesaid for any such offence as aforesaid, unless the offender were com-mitted to take his trial for such offence by such district sessions ; now, for the removal ofany such doubts, it is further ordered and declared, that it is and shall be competent for anysuch labourer as aforesaid to maintain any civil suit or action against his or her employerfor any such whipping, beating, imprisonment, confinement in the stocks, maltreatment, orassault as aforesaid, and that any such employer shall for any such offence be subject andliable to be prosecuted, tried, convicted and punished before either of the supreme courtsof the said Colony having jurisdiction in the premises, although he or she may not havebeen committed to take his ‘or her trial for such offence by such district sessions, anythingin the said ordinance to the contrary contained notwithstanding; provided nevertheless,and it is further ordered, that when and so often as any such employer shall, upon the com-plaint of any such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid, have been sentenced by any suchdistrict sessions to any such penalty as aforesaid, or shall by such district sessions havebeen committed to take his or her trial for any such offence as aforesaid, it shall not becompetent for any such labourer as aforesaid to maintain any such civil suit or action asaforesaid for and in respect of the same act, matter or thing.And whereas it is ty the said ordinance amongst other things enacted, that every*pprenticed labourer found beyond the limits of the district to which he or she belongs, orin which he or she may be employed, except in his or her way to or from some place ofpublic worship on Sundays, and not having with him or her a written pass for that purposefrom his or her employer, or from a special justice of such district, shall be liable to beapprehended and detained, and shall on proof and conviction that he or she shall have leftis or her district without a pass, be adjudged a vagabond, and punished accordingly;278.
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provided however, that it shall be competent to every apprenticed labourer, of his or her
own free will and without a pass, to attend, during his or her own time, any market of the
district in which he or she may reside; be it therefore, and it is hereby ordered, that so
much as last aforesaid of the said ordinance shall be and the same ishereby disallowed.
And it is further ordered, that if any apprenticed labourer shall be found at any place

distant more than five miles from his place of residence, not having with him a written pass
for that purpose from his or her employer or from some one or more of the special justices of
the district to which he or she belongs, such apprenticed labourer shall be habie to be appre-
hended and taken before any special justice, and upon proof before such justice made of
the facts aforesaid, such apprenticed labourer shall be adjudged a vagabond and punished
accordingly; provided nevertheless, that nothing herein or in the said ordinance contained
shall subject to any such punishment any apprenticed labourer absenting himself or herself
without such pass as aforesaid, at any distance within the said Colony from his or her
residence, during any time in which he or she may not be bound to labour in the service of
his or her employer, if such apprenticed labourer shall be so absent in the prosecution of his
or her lawful business, or in attendance upon, or in the way to or from, any place of public
worship, and shall establish to the satisfaction of any special justice before whom he or she
may be so brought, that his ur her absence took place during such time only, and was
occasioned only by any such cause only as aforesaid.
And whereas it is by the said ordinance amongst other things enacted, that the right or

interest of any employer or employers to and in the services of any such apprenticed labourer
aforesaid shall pass and be transferable by bargain und sale, contract, deed, conveyance,
will or descent, according to the provisions of the said Act of Parliament: And whereas
doubts might arise whether such right or interest would also be liable to be seized and
taken in execution, and sold under process of law, in satisfaction of any sentence or
judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction; now, for the removal of such doubts, be
it further enacted and declared, that such right and interest as aforesaid is and shall be
liable to be seized and taken in execution and sold under process of law, in satisfaction of
any sentence or judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction: Provided always, that no
such apprenticed labourer shall, under and by virtue of any such seizure or sale in execution,
be liable to be dealt with in any manner prohibited by the said Act of Parliament or
ordinance, or deprived or be debarred from the exercise of any right by the said Act of
Parliament or ordinance, or by this present Order, in such apprenticed labourer vested.
And the Right honourable Thomas Spring Rice, one of His Majesty’s Principal Secre-

taries of State, is to give the necessary directions herein accordingly.
(signed) C.C. Greville.

 

SCHEDULES of Allowances of Food, Clothing, and Household Furniture, to be given to
Slaves in the Colony of British Guiana.

 

 

(X.)

Weekly Allowance of Food.

Description of os . Or other Farinaceous Food in
P Salt Provisions. Plantains, liew of Plantains.

Class 1: 3 pounds of salt fish|2 bunchesoffull-grown| 25 pounds of yams or
Males or Fe-| (cod), or 4 pounds of plantains, weighing at| potatoes, or 20 pounds
males above the
age of 12 years.

Class 2:
Boys and Girls
under the age of
12 years.  

herrings, mackarel, or
shads; or 2 pounds of
salt beef or pork; or 4
poands of fresh beefor
pork, with half a pint
of salt.

One half of the above.  
east 36 pounds each;
if less, the deficiency
to be made up, that is
to say, the allowance
not to be less than 70
pounds weight, without
reference to bunches.

One half of the above.  
of eddoes or tanyahs, or
10 pints of wheat flour,
or 10 pints of Indian
corn meal, o* 10 pints
of rice.

One half of the above.

 

(Y.)

Yearly Allowance of Clothing.

Males: 1 felt hat, 1 blue cloth jacket (lined), 1 pair of blue cloth trousers, 1 pair of dack

trousers, 1 linen check shirt, 1 red woollen shirt, 1 woollen cap, 2 salemporcs laps, 1 knife,
} razor, 1 blanket.

Females:
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Females: 1 felt hat, 2 handkerchiefs, 1 woollen wrapper, 1 pennistone petticoat, 1 check
shift (5 yards), 1 salempores petticoat (4 yards), 1 blanket, 1 pair of scissors.

Children, from one to five years old, to have each, 3 check shirts, 1 blanket, and 1
lien cap.

Tafants:1 piece of calico and § yards of check each.

 

(Z.)

Allowance of Household Furniture.

To each dwelling-house, 1 table for meals.
To each of the persons in Class 1 of Schedule X., a saucepan for cooking, yearly.
To each family an iron pot for cooking, yearly.

 

— No. 107.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J.C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 26 March 1834.
IN the 2d section of the 4th cap. of the ordinance for the government

and regulation of apprenticed labourers, forwarded with my Despatch of
the 14th instant, you will observe that ten hours had been printed as the portion
of time due by the non-preedial apprenticed labourer to his employer, to be
spent in steady and assiduous daily labour. In reading over the printed copy;
I observed this (as I conceived) error of the press, and having pointed it out to
the secretary of the Court of Policy, directed him to alter the word ten to the
word nine; which last number is the greatest number of hours of labour to
which, under the 90th and 91st sections of His Majesty’s Order in Council of
the 2d November 1831 (in force in this Colony) a master is entitled to the labour
of his slave; and, of course, assuming that it never had been contemplated to
insist upon any greater extent of work from an apprenticed labourer. At the
meeting, however, of the Court of Policy this morning, two or three of the
Colonial members stated to me, that the word ten had been intentionally intro-
duced, and was not, as I imagined, an error of the press or of the copying clerk.
I stated to them, that if the ordinance in question had been to have been forth-
with promulgated and acted upon, I never could have agreed to any enactment
so decidedly at variance with the existing law, and under which the non-
predial apprenticed labourer would be liable to be compelled to work one hour
more per day, when in a state of apprenticeship, than he did when in that of
slavery. I added, that however, as the ordinance in question had to be sub-
mitted for His Majesty’s approbation, I did not think it worth while to renew
the agitation and discussion of a subject which had already so completely occu-
pied us for such a length of time; that in this view of the subject, it was to me
a perfect matter of indifference whether the words nine or ten were in the
enactment; but that I should feel it my duty to draw your attention to the
subject, in order that previously to the ordinance being approved of, the number
of hours which the non-predial apprenticed labourer is to be called upon to
devote to the service ofhis employer, might be strictly designated and explained.
With this my determination,all the gentlemen present were satisfied; and the
words nine or ten, in the 2d section of the 4th chapter of the ordinance in
question, page 9, and in the very last line of that page, are to be the words ofthe ordinance, according as to you may seem fit.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth..

P.S.—Since writing the above, I have received the enclosed letter from Mr.
ainey, a member of the Court of Policy, and which I consider it my duty tosubmit to you, together with my own views of the matter alluded to.
278 J.C. S.
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‘Enclosure in No. 107.

Si, George Town, 25 March 1834.
Ar the suggestion of the committee of the Court of Policy, which had been appointed to

accompany the ordinance framed for the government of apprenticed labourers with some
explanation, I beg respectfully to mention, that it was omitted to state that the definition
contained in the 2d section of the 4th chapter, as declaratory of what should be deemed
a day’s labour of each class, was suggested by what is contained in the 22d section of the
6th head of the plan prepared by Lord Goderichforemancipation, and proposed by His
Majesty’s Government in February 1833; and which it was‘deemed the more necessary to
adopt on this occasion, as the enforcement of any other than voluntary task-work appears
to be objected to. .

I have, therefore, respectfully to request that your Excellency may be pleased to notice
this additional explanation, in any further Despatch which may be called for in relation to
the details of the 1st and 2d sections of the 4th cap. of the ordinance; as wellas to notice the
fact, that as, in the chartered Colonies, the day’s labour is understood to be ten hours’work,
it ig to be presumed that the non-predial labourer will still have to perform ten hours daily
work there, under the new system; and a restriction to nine hours here, would place us
under a relative disadvantage in regard to a law which, it is presumed, is intended to be of

val and universal operation in all the Colonies.
To his Excellency Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, I have, &c.

&e. &e. ke. (signed) George Rainey.

 

—No. 108. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to
Mr. Secretary Stanley.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 2 July 1834.
I Bze leave to lay before you a précis of the monthly reports for May and

for April, as received from the three fiscals and the local magistracy; I also
beg to submit to you a précis of the monthly reports from the clergy, for the
same periods ; I also beg to draw your attention to the monthly reports from
the protectors, for the month of May. A perusal of these documents will, I
beg respectfully to observe, not only put you in possession of the feelings of
the negro population, but of the temper and disposition of each individual
magistrate. Asa whole, nothing can be more satisfactory than these docu-
ments, although to some of the gentlemen in the commission of the peace,
things do not appear in so favourable a point of view as they do to others. At
Berbice, you will observe with pleasure that there has not been a single com-
plaint made to the slave protector for the last two months, and very few indeed
to the protector in Demerara and Essequibo.

I beg leave to draw your attention particularly to a letter from JohnRoss,
esq., one of the justices of the peace in the district of Berbice, and a very
large proprietor. I am very sorry that private affairs require Mr. Ross’s
absence from this Colony for some time. A gentleman capable of acting at
once in so manly and decided a manner, and ready to afford most willing aid
in forwarding the views of His Majesty’s Government, is at the present moment
a serious loss. I am happy to say that several of the largest proprietors in the
Berbice district have acted in the same manner as Mr. Ross Pas done, and
have already given to their negroes the whole of Saturday to themselves; Mr.
Simon Frazer, a member of the Court of Policy, is amongst the number. .

Notwithstanding the general favourable appearance, great vigilance and
great caution are however still indispensable. All attempts to impose upon
the negro, or to exact from him more thana fair proportion ofwork, must be
as sedulously guarded against on the one side, as any act of insubordination on
the other; .either would equally lead to the interruption of the peace of the
province. Eight or ten days ago an ill-judging overseer or manager of an
estate upon the East coast, added one fourth to the labour of the slaves em-
ployed im cutting canes. To every three cutters it had been the custom to
allow one carrier, to carry the canes to the boat which conveys them to the
mill. The manager most injudiciously took away the carrier, but required
nevertheless that the canes from the same number of beds should be cut and

conveyed
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conveyed to the mill. This order created a good deal of excitement, and still
more when the manager attempted to enforce it by ordering those slaves who
had not completed this additional task to be confined. The manager was
obliged at length to apply to the neighbouring magistrates for advice and assist-
ance, and a considerable number of slaves were brought to trial without delay.
As soon as I heard of these proceedings, I forthwith directed the fiscal of the
district to proceed to the estate, and to investigate and report to me as to the
cause and extent of these disturbances; I also sent the slave protector to the
estate, with instructions to assemble the negroes and to inquire into their com-
laints or grievances. I further sent for the books containing the proceedings

of the magistrates, that I might be enabled to judge of the degree of criminality
which might attach to the slaves, and as to the nature of the misconduct of
which they had been convicted. These prompt measures prevented any further
tumultuous proceedings ; and I have no reason to anticipate the occurrence of
any similar transaction. I have only alluded to the circumstances, to show the
necessity of an active and vigilant superintendence, as being indispensable for
the maintenance of the public tranquillity. I beg to submit a copy of my
Minute, as addressed to the slave protector upon his report, and which I trust
will meet with your approbation.

I beg to add, that as the time of the slave protector is so very fully and
completely occupied in preparing the details of those errors in the classification
of the slaves, which are to be referred to the judges in a few days for their
decision, so that every arrangement may be completed before the 1st August,
I have felt it absolutely necessary to afford him the aid of an assistant for the
remainder of the period of the duration of his office. I trust that you will
approve of this measure.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure in No. 108.

Sir, Rossfield, Berbice, 2d June 1894.
I nave had the honour to receive your Excellency’s communication of 10th May, calling

on certain gentlemen, among whom your Excellency is pleased to deem me worthy of being
named, to assemble and meet in George Town, and having duly read and reflected upon
documents and information to be laid before them, to give expression to their sentiments
regarding the extent of task-work which may be considered afair and equitable arrangement
between his employer and the future apprenticed labourer, whose labour, it is to be borne in
mind, will be limited by law to seven and a half hours per day.
Whilst I pray for a favourable interpretation and acceptance of my apology for not at-

tending that meeting (no day having been named for the meeting), and on the eve of quitting
the Colony, I beg to assure your Excellency, that in no circumstances except of extreme
necessity would F decline any duty to which I might be thought equal; and least of all
would it be fitting that any member of the community, claiming to be a loyal subject, should
shrink, from his duty at a moment fraught with events that may, whether for good or for
evil, stamp their character on, and influence the future destinies of this valuable province.

In obtruding individual opinions regarding the business of conducting estates during the
apprenticeship, I feel that the amplest apology is called for; butit maynotbe uninteresting
tore Excellency to know the result of my experience of a system (in strict harmony
with the sth section of the Abolition Act) I put in operation on two estates on the 1st March
last, with a degree of success far surpassing my most sanguine hopes at the time. Having
assembled the negroes and explained my desire to make them acquainted with the ap-
proaching apprenticeship system beforeleaving the Colony, I placed it in their option to
choose between labouring as now, without any alteration of task or otherwise, for five legal
days at nine hours, the sixth to be at their disposal, or working for 7 3 hours daily for six
days, with a corresponding reduction of task. The negroes did not hesitate to adopt the
former, with every expression of gratitude for the boon; and their reasoning on the latter
mode was to me conclusive.
“ After working 73 hours,” said they, “ we must rest a little; then the day is lost, we

have no time to hire ourselves out or work much at our grounds; but if the extra time
allowed by law be thrown together into a day, we shall know how to employ it.” Iam

thoroughly convinced this would be the language of every predial labourer in British
Guiana, were he consulted. I stipulated with my people, that every day lost by skulking
in the hospital must be made good by the party out of his own spare time. The conse-
quence is a complete abandonment of skulking, and the average in hospital never exceeds
3 07.e (it used to be 12): thus the field gang is so much stronger, I estimate I lose little

. or
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or nothing by the change. A change too that created a considerable sensation and some
alarm in the neighbourhood, but has since been adopted by two or three estates with the
like happy result. .

His Excellency Major-general Sir J. C. Smyth, (signed) John Ross.
Lieut.-governor, &c. Kc. &e.

 

—No. 109. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary
Spring Rice.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 29 July 1834.

I nave the honour to lay before you a Proclamation, which I have felt it my
duty to issue, directing the several churches and places in which divine worship
is performed, to be opened on Friday the Ist August; I also beg to transmit
an authenticated copy of an Ordinance passed by myself, with the advice and
consent of the Court of Policy, enjoining a cessation from labour to be allowed
to all apprenticed labourers for that day, in order that they may be at liberty
to attend on that day to the worship of Almighty God; and to return thanks
for the great and important change in their situation, and which commences
on that. day.

I hope that both the Proclamation and the Ordinance will meet with the
most gracious approbation of His Majesty.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 109.

BY His Excellency Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Baronet, .c.3., &c. &c.
Lieutenant-governor and Commander-in-chief in and over the Colony of British Guiana,
Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c. &c.

Wueaeas slavery will cease on Friday the ist of August throughout the British do-
minions; and whereas it is incumbent upon each and every inhabitant of British Guiana
(to whatever church or form of the Christian religion he may be attached) to return his
humble and grateful thanks to Almighty God, to whose watchful and unerring Providence
alone it is to be attributed that this great change in the relations of society in this Colony
has been so far conducted without the slightest disturbance or interruption of the public
tranquillity: I do hereby, by virtue of the power and authority vested in me by His Ma-
jesty, command that all the churches, chapels and places dedicated to the worship of
Almighty God, in the province of British Guiana, shall be open on Friday the 1st of August,
and that divine service shall be therein severally performed twice (at the least) on that
day; andI do further earnestly request of the several rectors, ministers and curates to
prepare, and to deliver from the pulpit, appropriate and suitable religious exhortations and
advice to their respective congregations.

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the King’s House, in George Town, British
Guiana, this 15th day of July 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’sReign.—God
save the King. -

By his Excellency’s command.

 

Enclosure 2, in No. 109.

An Orpinance to declare the 1st day of August 1834 a day of Rest for the labouring
Population of British Guiana, .

Wuerzas his Excellency Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, baronet, Lieu-
tenant-governor of this Colony, having by his proclamation of the 15th July present, been
pleased to declare that all the churches, chapels and places dedicated to the worship of
Almighty God in the province of British Guiana shall be open on Friday the tst of August
next, and that divine service shall be therein severally performed twice at least on
that day:
And whereas it is expedient that opportunity should be afforded to the labouring popu-

lation of this Colony to resort to places of worship on the said ist day of August next:
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Be it therefore enacted, by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor of British Guiana,with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy thereof, that for the hereinbefore
rected purposes, the ist day of August next shall be a day of rest and cessation from
labour to all the labouring population of this colony.
And that no ignorance shall be pretended for this our ordinance, these presents shall be

printed and published in the customary manner.
Thus done and enacted at our Extraordinary Assembly, held at the Court House, inGeorge Town, Demerara, this 19th day of July 1834, and published on the 22dfollowing.
By command, ; (signed) = J. Carmichael Smyth.(signed) Charles Wilday, Secretary.

 

— No. 110. —

Corr of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice toMajor-General
Sir J. Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 2 October 1834.
__ IT wave received and have laid before the King your Despatch of the 29th
July last, enclosing a Proclamation for the celebration of divine worship on
Friday the 1st August, throughout the Colony of British Guiana; and an
Ordinance passed by’ yourself, with the advice and consent of the Court of
Policy, enjoining a cessation of labour to all apprenticed labourers for that
day. His Majesty is graciously pleased to confirm and allow the ordinance
in question, and commands me to signify to you His approbation of the very
great anxiety and good feeling which you have evinced in taking such mea-
sures as you felt to be requisite in order to give full effect to the change in the
social system of Demerara, produced by the altered condition of the appren-
ticed labourers.

I have, &c.
(signed) — T. Spring Rice.

 

—No. 111.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Major-General Sir J. Carmichael Smyth
to the Right Hon. Thomas Spring Rice, dated Camp House, Demerara,
29 July 1834,

I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of His Majesty’s Order in
Council of the 5th June, forwarded to me by Mr. Lefevre, in his communica-
tion of the 7th of the same month.

Immediately upon the receipt of His Majesty’s Order in Council, as above
alluded to, I caused the same to be promulgated; and I forthwith nominated
the special justices of the peace to the 12 judicial districts, into which num-
ber, instead of 14, the province has been divided. You are however, Sir, no
doubt aware, that instead of 12 special stipendiary magistrates, I have only as
yet four arrived from England.

I take the liberty of submitting to you a printed copy of the Instructions I
have given to each special magistrate, whether stipendiary or otherwise. I hope
that these Instructions, together with Tariff of Labour attached to them, as also
the other enclosures, will be honoured with His Majesty’s approbation.

 

Enclosure in No. 111.

INSTRUCTIONS for each Special Justice of the Peace in and for the Province of
British Guiana.

Sir,
1. In selecting you to fill the important office of a special justice of the peace in this

Province, and in calling upon you to contribute, by an exact and vigilant discharge of theduties attached to that appointment, to the maintenance of the public tranquillity and the
Oe of this community, His Majesty’s Government has manifested a confidence in your

. loyalty,
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loyalty, in your moderation, and in your good sense, which I feel convinced you will upon

every occasion be anxious to show has not been misplaced. The nature of your duties and

the extent of your authority are so clearly explained in the enactments of the ordinance for

the government of the apprenticed labourers, that I might perhaps with perfect propriety

have contented myself with merely forwarding to you a printed copy of the ordinance, and

of His Majesty’s Order in Council ratifying the same. My anxiety, however, not only for

the continuance of the present tranquillity, but for the future prosperity of this magnificent

province, has induced me to trouble you with the few following additional suggestions for

your guidance. The public tranquillity may unquestionably be preserved, and the pre-

scribed amount of labour, as allowed by law, be obtained from the apprenticed labourers,

without any very great exertion on the part of the special justices. ‘This, however, would

be but a very confined view of the nature of your duties. [I trust and hope, that by a strict

and impartial administration ofjustice; by affording a ready access to, and being in con-

stant communication with, the apprenticed labourers; by accustoming them to look to the

justices as their protectors, and to the law as the safest and surest mode of obtaining

redress; a kind and a friendly feeling will be generated between the landed proprietor

and the labourer, from which the happiest effects may be hereafter expected. Force

and coercion have had their day; gentler methods are now to be resorted to. The la-

bourer will hereafter work, induced by a desire to obtain that food, those clothes, and

those little luxuries and comforts, which otherwise he must go without. It will be your

business, as far as your influence and your authority extend, to prepare him during his

apprenticeship to appreciate the value of industry, and to show him practically the ad-

ditional blessings it is in his power to obtain for himself and his family by industrious

habits. When once the apprentice feels that he enjoys some benefits from his labour,

there is every reasonable prospect of his continuing to labour when free from all restraint.

2. Taking the rinciples I have endeavoured to explain as your guide, you will see the

policy as well as the justice of strictly enforcing the delivery to the apprenticed labourers of

the clothes to which they are severally by law entitled. It would be a very short-sighted

policy that would withhold a single article. The negroes are fond of dress; and this harm-

ess feeling, advancing them in civilized life, and deterring them from retreating to the

bush, (if not pushed to any blameable excess), is one that, in sound political discretion,

ought to be encouraged.
3. There are two modes in this Colony of feeding the apprenticed labourers, and the

choice of which plan he may prefer is by law left to the employer. The first plan is to

allot a piece of ground (the extent and quality of which must be approved of by the special

magistrates), and to allow 40 working days to each apprenticed labourer for the cultivation

of the same. The second: mode is to issue a certain quantity of plantains and salt fish,

(according to a tariff), or certain substitutes. It is my earnest wish that you should exert

all your influence in recommending the first. The labourerhaving his own piece of ground,

from the produce of which he will have been in the habit o feeding himself and his

family, will not feel that anxiety, when his apprenticeship is at an end, to remove to some

other estate, where he might otherwise be disposed to go in search of employment and

imaginary better treatment. The apprenticed labourer, who merely receives from his em-

ployer a ration of salt fish and of plantains, (and which allowance he can obtain upon any

estate), will not be deterred by similar reasons from quitting his employer the moment he

is free from restraint. It appears to me that all those planters who are interested in the

future welfare of this province, and who look forward beyond the period of the six-year

apprenticeship, ought not to hesitate in adopting the plan whichI feel it my duty, for the

reasons I have assigned, strongly to advocate.

4. The ration by law is, to each adult apprenticed labourer, 3 lbs. of salt fish and 70 lbs.

of plantains per week, or 156 lbs. of salt fish and 3,640 lbs. of plantains per annum. The

value of the salt fish may be stated at 23 guilders 8 stivers, and of the plantains at

62 guilders 10 stivers. The sum total required for feeding an adult apprenticed labourer

per annum, is consequently 8g guilders 10 stivers, or 6l. 2s. 44d. It may at first sight

appear that the loss of the 40 days of labour from an adult apprenticed labourer, would be of

more consequence than the 85 guilders 10 stivers required to feed him or her; but the

number of children of both sexes who are to be fed at the cost of 42 guilders 19 stivers

each, or 3/. 15. 23d. each, is also to be considered. The planters will, in all pro-

bability, in general adopt that plan calculated for their own more immediate convenience.

The policy, however, of allotting land, and of granting the time required for its cultivation,

cannot, in my opinion, be controverted. It would tend much towards the encouragement

of the industry and the improvement of the morals of the apprenticed labourers, inde-

pendent of the advantages of attaching them to the estates, with which they would thus,

as it were, have their interests more immediately identified. I trust you will do all in your

power to recommend the allotment of land,to the attached predial apprenticed labourers,

and to procure, as much as possible, its adoption. .

5. The weekly allowance of salt fish and plantains has been represented to me by seve-

ral gentlemen, whose honour and veracity I can depend upon, as being more than is

required by a labouring man; and it has been stated to me, that it is the general custom

to issue not more than 2 Ibs. of salt fish and 561bs. of plantains per week, and to make up

to the labourer the value of the difference with sugar, rum, tobacco, and other extra articles

not mentioned in the tariff. To any amicable arrangement of this sort I can have no

objection, provided the labourer is satisfied. If on any estate there should be any com-

plaints on the part of the apprenticed labourers as to an insufficiency of food, or in any way

@ connec
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connected with the subject of their provisions, it will be your duty to enforce the tariff with
the utmost punctuality. On the other hand, it is a very material object, and one quite in
unison with that good feeling between the landlord and the labourer which [ feel it my
duty by every means in my power to encourage, that the latter should feel that his com-
forts and his happiness will very much depend upon bis own good conduct, and upon the
approbation of his employer. I wish that the apprenticed labourer should always be
instructed to complain to his employer in the first instance, and not be encouraged to apply
to the special justice, excepting it is of his employer himselfhe has to complain, or that he
cannot otherwise obtain redress.

6. The next point to which I wish to draw your attention, is the quantity of labour
which ought to be performed by the predial apprenticed labourer for his employer. The
time the predial apprenticed labourer is to dedicate to the service of his employer is, you
are well aware, limited to 45 hours per week, or at the rate of 74 hours for each of the
six working days of the week. In order to procure some data upon which a reasonable
scale could be framed, I addressed circular letters, proposing certain queries, to His Majesty’s
justices of the peace generally throughout the province; and several gentlemen accustomed
to the management of estates, were good enough, subsequently to the replies from the
justices, to form themselves into a committee, (at my request), and from the reports of the
justices, aided by my own experience, to prepare a scale of labour, accompanied by
a report. The scale, as also the report, I shall cause to be attached to these instructions.
The scale, after all the pains which have been taken about it, can be but of comparatively
little use, as its application must depend so much upon the weather and other circum-
stances. In wet weather, the work of the labourer in this colony is heavy; in dry weather
he can do more, and with less exertion. The scale, however, is a very desirable document,
and, aided by your own experience and observation, will enable you to form some judgment
as to the diligence or idleness of the labourers.

7. You are aware that the apprenticed labourer, when inastate of slavery, was obliged
to work 54 hours per week, or at the rate of nine hours per day, for each of the six work~
ing days of the week; and that, as an apprenticed labourer, he will have nine hours per
week additional time to himself. It will be of infinite advantage to the apprenticed
labourer, that these nine hours of diminished labour should be given to him on one day,
so that he may have that day completely to himself. It will also equally benefit the em-
ployer, by the increased good-will with which the labourer will exert himself on the five
days he will have to work for his master, and by the confidence and gratitude he will feel
for this indulgence. I shall add to these instructions a copy ofaletter from a most respect-
able proprietor in the Berbice district, John Ross, esq., which is to me conclusive upon
this “matter. I earnestly request of you to draw the attention of the proprietors and
managers of estates in your district to this subject. Saturday is the day which I am most
anxious to obtain for the apprenticed preedial labourers. If they had Saturday to them-
selves, I should be enabled forthwith com letely to abolish the Sunday markets, which, so
long as the labourer has to work on Saturday the same as on any other day, I am necessarily
compelled to connive at. I have to beg that you will use every endeavour and your best
exertions in pointing out to the proprietors and managers thepropnety of voluntarily allow-
ing Saturday to the labourers; to whose labour, at the rate of nine hours per day for five
days in the week, they will then be entitled.

8. The last, but certainly not the least, important matter on which [ am anxious to
explain to you my views, is the power vested in you by the 8th section of the 6th chap. of
the ordinance for the government and regulation of apprenticed labourers, relative to the
binding out as apprentices the children of apprenticed labourers who may not have attained
the age of twelve years, provided it should be made to appear to your satisfaction that such
children are not provided with an adequate maintenance, This is a power which you will
see the propriety of exercising with the greatest moderation and circumspection. Excepting
the parents are idle, dissipated and worthless, there can be no apprenticed labourers, who,
from the different uses to which they will be able to apply their own time, will not be ina
condition to maintain their children until they may become old enough either to assist their
parents, or to gain their own livelihood by working on the estate. te was not my intention
originally to have given my sanction to this enactment as it now stands. It was my idea,
that the power of apprenticing out the children in question should have been given to the
district sessions, and not to the individual magistrate. In agreeing to this enactment, I
have given to the colonial special magistrates the strongest pledge of my conviction of the
integrity, rectitude and impartiality with which they will discharge their duties.

“ (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
Governor’s Apartmeuts, Guiana PublicBuildings,

1 August 1834.

 

(Appendix A.)

Sir, George Town, Demerara, 31 May 1834.
I nave the honour to enclose to your Excellency, the report of the gentlemen whom you

selected to sit as a committee, for the purpose of preparing a scale of task-work for the
preedial apprentices of British Guiana, to commence after the ist August next, as compared
with that now performed by them in nine hours, to which the laws at present in force in theolony restrictagricultural labour,
278. All
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All the gentlemen attended, with the exception of Messrs. Cameron and Ross, from Ber-

bice;to whom, however, notices had beens nt, But as the papers put into my hands by
Lieutenant-colonel Hammell contained the reports of these gentlemen to your Excellency,

their absence was not so material.
Your Excellency will observe, that the committee have judged that it would be more

satisfactory to the apprenticed labourers, if the present work were continued by them to be

performed for five days in the week, and to give them one clear day to themselves, exclusive
of Sunday. Butasthe Act of Parliament and the Colonial enactments leave the selection
of the extra time to be given the apprentices, at the option of the employers, either to be
spread over the whole six working days in each week, or to be consolidated in one day, the
committee consider that this mode of apportionment, if adopted, should be represented to

the labourers as a boon conferred by their employers, and conditional on the good and

orderly conduct of the former. | . ; ;

Although the committee have taken much pains to arrive at an equitable and fair scale
of task-work, yet they are sensible that on every estate much must depend on the sound
discretion and judgment of the party in charge, as to circumstances of weather, season,
soil, &c.; ‘but under an average ofall these considerations, they consider it moderate and

just to both parties.
To His Excellency I have, &c.

Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart. (signed) § Charles Bean, Chairman.
Lieut.-Governor, &c. Kc. &c.

 

(Appendix B.)

AT a Meeting held at the Colony House in George Town, Demerara Colony of British
Guiana, on this 29th day of May 1834:

Present, Charles Bean, Esq. Chairman;

J. G. Reid, N. M. Magnet, George Warren, Andrew Jackson, Thomas Blake, William

Fraser, Colen Simson, Walter Urquhart, Alex. Macrae, Esquires;

For the purpose of taking into consideration and of replying to a circular letter bearing
date 10th May 1834, and addressed by his Excellency the Governor, Sir James Carmichael
Smyth, to the members now present at this meeting, requesting them to favour him with
their opinions as to the extent of task-work which may be considered as a fair and equitable
arrangement between the employer and the future apprenticed predial labourer, taking
the labouring hours of each day to be limited to 7 3 hours.

The Meeting, after maturely considering the subject, and after having examined with
care and attention the various documents laid over by his Excellency the Governor, and
trying the different scales of task-work, as stated in those documents, by the test of
their own experience, have come to the resolution of submitting to his Excellency the fol-

lowing scale of task-work for effective predial labourers, in periods of nine (9) hours, and

of seven and a half (74) hours, calculating the labour to be ofan assiduous and steady
character.

Scates of Tasx-worx for effective pradial apprenticed Labourers, in the Colony of
British Guiana, as laid down by the uttdersigned, appointed as a Committee for that pur-

se by his Excellency Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Governor and Commander-in-
Chief, &c. &c. in and over the said Colony and its dependencies :—

 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK. Worknowperformed | Work tobeperformed
. in gHours, in 7 $ Hours.

 

Cane CULTIVATION:

Digging new navigable canals, 12 feet wide and
five feet deep, and throwing the ground on.
both sides - = - - - + - ={ 6oo cubic feet -| 500 cubic feet.

Throwing back a six foot parapet from the above,
and levelling the ground - - -~- - =| 72 feet in length| 60 feet in length.

Digging new punt trenches as above, where the
ground is all thrown on one side - - -| 480 cubic feet -| 400 cubic feet.

Throwing back six feet parapets from above -| 48 feet in length| 40 feet in length.
Digging new small drains 2 x 2 land cleared -| 18roeds - -| 16 roeds.
Throwing out small drains one shovel deep -| 50 roeds - -| 42 roeds.
Holing or banking land23 x24 - - -|36roeds - =| go roeds.
Shovel ploughing new holed land a shovel deep,
“and rounding beds - + - - -|72roeds - =| 60 roeds.  
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DESCRIPTION OF WORK. Work now performed
in 9 Hours,

BRITISH
GUIANA.Work to he performed

in 7 } Hours.

 

Cane CuLtrivaTion—continued.

Hoe ploughing and planting one row of the above
with two rows of plants, the plants being on
the parapets - - - -"

Weeding, moulding and supplying plant canes,
first time, in holed land - - - -

Weeding and moulding plant canes, second time
Weeding and moulding ratoons - = =
Weeding and trashing canes - = -— =

Cutting and carrying canes, where the carriage
does not exceed 18 roeds - « -

Ditto, ditto for one hogshead of sugar per diem
Relieving and tying trash ratoons - -  -
Supplying only, first time -
Relieving and supplying at same time = - -
Shovel ploughing a space between (two feet wide
canerows = - = -= = = «

Drilling two feet wide, one shovel deep - -

PLANTAIN CULTIVATION:

Weeding and trimming plantain walks -  -

Digging plantain suckers- - - - = -
Ditto holes for ditto, 15 inches square - -
Planting ditto, suckers at hand - - -

Cutting firewood and cording ditto, carriage not
over2orceeds - - - - «| -

Correr CULTIVATION:

Digging holes 18 inches square, for coffee plants
Planting coffee in the above, the plants being on

the spot - - - - - - -
Weeding coffee, and pulling off water sprouts and

vines from the trees - - ~~ -
It is impossible to fix any scale of task

work for picking coffee, as the quantity to be
picked by each individual must entirely depend
upon the quantity of ripe fruit on the trees.

Trimming coffee trees after crop, and cutlassing
vines on the trees - = - 2 fs

Assorting first quality coffee, after being stamped,
winnowed and sifted - - -

Inferior and drift coffee - - - - =
Cutting bunches of plantains and carrying them

in punts to the buildings, provided the head-
carriage does not exceed 100 roeds - -

Trenching (the same as in sugar cultivation).

Cotton CuLtTivation:

Planting cotton, supposing the land to be pre-
pared = FH lePruning cotton - - - : - -ceding after pruning - - = -Ditto after crop, or other weeding -
No general system of task-work can be ap-

plied to picking cotton, as it must depend on
the character of thecrop.

Gimning by manual labour =- = se
Cleaning cotton after ginning = = =
Baling with machine - - - - -
Trenching (same as on sugar estates).

278,

6o roeds - -

go roeds of 1 row
100 roeds_ -
120 roeds ~ -
120 roeds - -
2 labourers to
load a punt 28]
xX 7 4,and 3 feet
deep, 600 cubic
feet - -
11 labourers
120 roeds-
126 roeds -
60 roeds -

60 roeds ~
36 roeds - -

5 labourers to 1)
{ore - -
200 each labourer
120 ditto - -
1§0 ditto « -

{3 28 cubic feet, or}
8 feet x 4 -

120 each labourer

100 ditto - -
f5 labourers to 1)
(acre - -f

4 labourers ‘o}
Lacre - -

150 Ibs. - -
75 lbs. -

\80 bunches_ to
jeach labourer *}

6 labourers 3acres
6 ditto 3 ditto ~
6 ditto to 1 acre
§ ditto to 1 ditto

£50 Ibs. each le}
| bourer -— -
6o lbs. ditto -
7 bales to four}
labourers - =-  

50 roeds.

75 roeds.
86 roeds..
100 roeds.
100 roeds.

400 cubic feet.

13 labourers,
100 roeds,
100 roeds.
§0 roeds.

50 roeds.
30 roeds.

6 labourers to 1
acre.
160 each labourer.
100 ditto.
125 ditto.

107 cubic feet or
6 feet8inches x 4.

100 each labourer.

85 ditto.
6 labourers to 1
acre.

5 labourers to 1
acre,

120 lbs.
60 lbs.

65 bunches to
each labourer.

7 labourers3 acres.
7 ditto 3 ditto.
7 ditto to 1 acre.
6 ditto.

40 Ibs. each la-
bourer.

60 lbs. ditto.
6 bales to four la-
bourers.

(continued.)
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Work now performed | Work to be performed
DESCRIPTION OF WORK. in 9 Hours, in 7 4 Hours.

 

 

Woop Cutrinc—SQuarine TIMBER:

Felling trees and squaring them for saw logs -| 25 cubic feet -| 21 cubic feet
Ditto, ditto for framing timber - - - - | i8ditto - -| 15 ditto.
Making wallaba shingles and carrying them to a

water carriage - - = = = =| 200 eachlabourer| 175 each labourer,
Making staves, and heading and carrying them

asabove - - = - - -| 1ooditto - -| 87 ditto.
6 labourers to] 6 labourers to 3Cutting and cording hardwood for fuel =- - \\ four cords - fi cords,  

V.B.--The roed mentioned in the foregoing tariff, and made use of in Guiana, is the
Rhynland roed, equal to 12 feet and 4 inches nearly.

The committee are of opinion that it is most desirable that some general system should
be adopted throughout the Colony, as to the manner of apportioning the time between the
employer and the preedial apprenticed labourers. ;
The committee recommend that this apportionment shall be by giving five days’ labour

or 45 hours to the master, and one day, which they recommend to be Saturday, to the
apprenticed labourer; provided that in all cases the consolidation of the daily time of one
hour and a half of the labourer into the Saturday of each week shall only take place on the ©
due and proper performance of the daily task, and be consequent upon the good, orderly
and industrious conduct of the labourer, and not otherwise. In making these recom-
mendations, the committee feel themselves imperatively called upon to urge, in the
strongest possible terms, the necessity of enacting very rigid laws to enforce the strict
observance of the Sabbath as a day of uninterrupted rest.
The committee are also of opinion, 1st, that in all cases of childbirth the mother shall be

allowed one month, during which no labour can be exacted from her; but for any period
beyond that (if the child be not apprenticed) during which the parent or parents may be
absent from their employer’s duty in attending upon their child or children, they. shall be
obliged to make up such loss of time to their employer by their labour in their own time;
and if this loss of time be not made up to the employer during the apprenticeship, it must be
made up after.

. 2d. That in all cases where any apprenticed labourer shall be in the hospital for one or
more days of any one week, such apprenticed labourer shall not be considered as coming
under the regulation which provides for the gang working five days during nine hours,
and having the sixth day to themselves, but shall be bound to work for his or her employer
during seven and a half hours every day of such week as such labourer shall not be in the
hospital. :

3d. That it shall be imperative on all effective male apprentices to take their regular spell
as watchmen during the night, for the protection of their own as well as their master’s pro-
perty; upon condition, however, that they shall be remunerated for such duty, as shall be
provided for by the Legislature of the Colony.

In conclusion, the committee consider it necessary to remark, that in laying down the
scale of task-work herewith submitted, they have considered it as being applicable to
effective labourers, and to average weather and soils, as much must be left to the discretion
of managers of estates and gangs.
The minutes of this meeting having been read over to the members, it was resolved that

Mr. Macrae should be requested to have a fair copy of them made, and that the chairman
be now authorized to sign such fair copy in behalf of the committee, and to hand the same
to his Excellency the Governor.

(In the name of the Committee),
(signed) Charles Bean, Chairman.

Appendix (C.)

Sir, Rossfield, Berbice, 2 June 1834.
I nave had the honour to receive your Excellency’s communication of 10th May, calling

on certain gentlemen, among whom your Excellency is pleased to deem me worthy of being
named, to assemble and meet in George Town, and having duly read and reflected upon
documents and information to be laid before them, to give expression to their sentiments
regarding the extent of task-work which may be considered a fair and equitable arrange-
ment between his employer and the future apprenticed labourer, whose labour, it is to be
borne in mind, will be limited by law to seven and a half hours per day.

Whilst I pray for a favourable interpretation aud acceptance of my apology for not
attending that meeting (no day having been named for the meeting), and on the eve of
quitting the Colony, I beg to assure your Excellency that in no circumstances, except of
extreme necessity, would I deciine any daty to which I might be thought equal; and least

0
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of all would it be fitting that any member of the community, claiming to be a loyal subject,
should shrink from his duty at a moment fraught with events that may, whether for good
or for evil, stamp their character on, and influence the future destinies of this valuable pro-
vince.

In obtruding individual opinions regarding the business of conducting estates during the
apprenticeship, I feel that the amplest apology is called for; but it may not be uninteresting
to your Excellency to know the result of my experience of a system (in strict harmony with
the sth section of the Slavery Abolition Act) which I put in operation on two estates on
the ist March last, with a degree of success far surpassing my most sanguine hopes at the
time. .
Having assembled the negroes and explained my desire to make them acquainted with

the approaching apprenticeship system before leaving the Colony, I placed it in their option
to choose between labouring as now, without any alteration of task or otherwise, for five legal
days of nine hours, the sixth to be attheir disposal, or to working for seven and a half hours
daily for six days, with a corresponding reduction of task. The negroes did not hesitate to
adopt the former, with every expression of gratitude for the boon; and their reasoning on
the latter mode was to me conclusive. ‘“ After working seven and a half hours,” said they,
“ we must rest a little; then the day is lost, we have no time to hire ourselves out, or work
much at our grounds ; but if the extra time allowed by law be thrown together into a day,
we shall know how to employ it.”

I am thoroughly convinced this would be the language of every predial labourer in
British Guiana, were he consulted. I stipulated with my people, that any day lost by skulk-
ing in the hospital must be made good by the party out of his own spare time. The conse-
quence is, a complete abandonment of skulking, and the average in hospital never exceeds
three per cent.; it used to be 12. Thus the field gang is so much stronger, Iestimate I
lose little or nothing by the change; a change, too, that created a considerable sensation
and some alarm in the neighbourhood, but has since been adopted by two or three estates
with the like happy result.

(signed) John Ross.

 

— No. 112.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-
Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, dated Downing-street, 4 November 1834.

I nave perused with great interest your circular instructions to the special
justices of the peace. ‘They are conceived in the true spirit of the law on
which they are founded, and are characterized throughout by humanity and
foresight. Perhaps, however, you will agree with me that the avowal in the
7th paragraph, that you were compelled to connive at the violation of the
law respecting Sunday markets, would have foundafitter place in a document
of a less public nature. That such a connivance is under all the circumstances
of the case inevitable, I do not mean to deny; and until the negro population
shall be secure in the possession of one entire day in each week for resorting to
market, their exclusion from it on Sunday would of course be regarded by
themselves as a grievance of the most serious nature.
The mention of this subject, however, suggests the importance, or rather the

necessity, of adopting some decisive measure to arrest the continuance of a
practice which, though it may be endured as the escape froma greater evil, can
never be regarded but as a very serious mischief. You of course deprecate not
less earnestly than myself a custom which must weaken in ignorant minds, and
perhaps even among the more enlightened members of society, the sense of
religious obligation, by inducing multitudes to engage on Sunday ina traffic
which they are taught to regard as prohibited at that season. Every negro in
British Guiana, who is under the instruction of any of the various deno-
minations of Christian teachers there, is habitually tempted to resist the
dictates of his own conscience, by the opportunity of gain which the Sunday
market holds out to him. Although I might not be disposed rigidly to enforce
the penal law against him under all the circumstances in which he is placed,
yet I think we must acknowledge that the conduct we thus tolerate is
rightly condemned by his instructors, when they refer to sanctions of a nature
to which the civil Government, as such, may: not with propriety appeal.
Besides, the indisputable advantage of a day of unbroken weekly repose to
those whose ordinary life is passed in severe toil, might readily be established,
if the topic were not too familiar for proof or illustration, by arguments drawn
from a much lower source than that to which I have last adverted.
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For all these reasons, I am desirous that you should take what may appear to
you at once the most judicious and the most effectual mode of recommending
to the Court of Policy the adoption of the rule, of which in the paragraph
numbered 7 you have so clearly shown the advantage. If Saturday in each
week were secured to the apprenticed labourers as their season of leisure, all
parties would seem likely to benefit by the change, and you would be enabled
to insist on the law for the due observance of Sunday, in the permitted
violation of which you are at present reluctantly compelled to acquiesce.
When it is considered with what ready generosity the British Legislature met
the question of losses which the abolition of slavery might entail on individuals,
and how largely the proprietors in British Guiana have shared in the funds
appropriated as a compensation by Parliament, I feel confident that the Court
of Policy will take the most effectual steps to extinguish an abuse which, as it
originated in the injustice of the slave code, ought for ever to disappear with
the repeal of that law, and with the universal establishment of personal freedom
throughout the British dominions.

 

— No. 113.— .

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 16 December 1834.
I am to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 4th November, and

am much gratified at the expressions you have been pleased to make use of, in
respect to my circular instructions to the special justices of the peace in this
Colony.

I shall pay every attention to your wishes with respect to the obtaining of
Saturday for the labourers, and abolishing the Sunday markets. There would
have been no difficulty about such an arrangement, had such a proposition
been made previously to the publication in the London Gazette, stating that
the inhabitants of this Colony had done all that was necessary to entitle them
to their share of the compensation fund. I will, however, endeavour to do all
in my power for the accomplishment of an object which I have repeatedly
urged both in the Court of Policy and in various official documents, but hitherto
unfortunately without success.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 114, -—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 9 August 1834.
IN my Despatch of the 29th July, I had the honour to explain to you that

Thad appointed the 1st of this month as a day to be dedicated to the worship
of Almighty God; and I forwarded to you a copy of my proclamation, as also
of the ordinance upon the subject. The churches and chapels were crowded;
and the discourses, in general, delivered by the respective ministers, were well
calculated to impress upon the minds of the apprenticed labourers the necessity
of performing their diminished labour with zeal and alacrity. I was much hurt
and disappointed, consequently, upon receiving reports from several of the
magistrates, on Monday the 4th instant, stating that on many estates in their
respective districts, the labourers had expressed a determination to do no more
work than one half of what they performed when slaves, asserting that they
‘knew such to be the King’s order. I caused forthwith the Proclamation, of
which I have the honour to forward to you a copy, to be published; and
I deemed it proper to direct the high sheriff to proceed without delay, by
water, to the furthest estate on the Essequibo coast, instructing him to return

by
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by land, by easy stages to George Town; visiting personally all the disturbed
estates, and assembling courts for the trial of offenders, where such measure
should appear indispensable. I beg to enclose a copy of the instructions which
I gave to the high sheriff. The justices of the peace in the Essequibo district
appear to have been much more alarmed than there was the least occasion to
be, and applied to me to publish martial law in their district. The high sheriff
also wrote to me for troops, in addition to the very respectable escort which
I gave to him from hence. I refused both these applications ; and I trust the
reasons as given for my refusal in my letter to the sheriff, will appear to you
satisfactory. I have visited myself the estates in this neighbourhood, and, as
I hope, with the best effect. ‘The labourers are working everywhere at the
rate of 74 hours per day, or at such a rate of task-work as they have agreed
to undertake, with the advice and consent of a special magistrate. I proceed
on Monday morning myself to the Essequibo district; and I trust that upon
my return here, I shall be enabled to report to you that this ebullition has en-
tirely subsided. When the absolute nullity of subordinate agents at my dis-
posal, or under my command, in whom the labourers place confidence, is taken
into consideration ; the hitherto arbitrary power possessed by those in charge
of slaves, and the consequent readiness on their part to misinterpret every act
of the free labourer, and to call that insubordination, which by any person not
formerly in the habit of commanding slaves would be unnoticed; the wonder
is, not that some ebullition should have been manifested, and some misappre-
hensions have taken place, but that everything should have passed off so
uietly.

4 AsFrom various motives, erroneous statements have been inserted in the
newspapers of the colony, or at least in one of them, which will probably cause
some uneasiness in England, I hasten to write to you these few lines. Upon
my return from Essequibo, I shall have the honour to report to you more in
detail. In the meanwhile, I can only report that 1 see no reason to doubt but
that before this day week, all this agitation will have quietly subsided.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure (A.) in No. 114.

PROCLAMATION addressed to the Apprenticed Labourers of British Guiana.

Britisha By His Excellency Major-General Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart.,

J.C. Smyth. &e. &e.

I was in hopes that I should have been enabled to have congratulated you upon the great
change in your situations having been effected without the manifestation on your parts of
any acts of a riotous and insubordinate tendency. It would have afforded me the utmost
pleasure to have been able to have reported to His Majesty (to whose kind and paternal
Seeling towards you, you owe so much) that you had commenced the performance of your
diminished duties under the new law, with cheerfulness and content. 1am soiry to say
that many of you have much disappointed me. The conduct of such of you asI have to
complain of, cannot proceed from ignorance. “The new law has been explained to you by

repeated proclamations; our respectable and reverend ministers of religion have, moreover,
taken every pains to instruct you fully upon the subject. I can, therefore, only attribute
the conduct of such of you as would oppose the law, to obstinacy, folly or wickedness.

Since my arrival amongst you, you cannot but be sensible how much your situations have
been improved. The first thingI did was to abolish the use of the cart-whip. With the
advice and consent of the Court of Policy, the members of which (highly to their credit)
unanimously agreed to the measure, the power of ordering punishment was next taken from
the master, and placed in the hands of justices of the peace. These measures were
surely great benefits, and ought to convince you that I am your friend, and as such am
entitled to your confidence. Listen then to what1 tell you, with attention, and be assured
that what f tel you is the truth.
You who are working on estates, must work for your employers 7 4 hours per day,

or 45 hours per week. If you prefer task-work, and the manager and you agree
about the quantity of task-work, he and you are at liberty to make an agreement to that
effect, which must be written in abook, and be seen and approved of bya special magistrate.
You must labour the number of hours as settled by the law, or perform such a quantum of
aeork as you agree to undertake. The law is clear and positive, and must be obeyed. ,
78. thin

BRITISH
GUIANA,

B)

(C.)

Enclosure (A.)
in No. 114.

285



286

BRITISH
GUIANA.
—-

Enclosure (B.}
in No, 114.

Enclosure (C.)
ia No. 114.

158 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

I think it necessary further to state to you, that itis as much my duty, on the one side,
to watch over the interests of your employers, as it is, on the other, to protect you in the
full enjoyment of all those privileges the new law affords you. Be assured, that to the
best of my ability, I shall do both. The special justices have been instructed by me to
lose no time in assembling district courts, and in bringing to trial all apprenticed labourers
accused of obstinately abstaining from performing their labour of 7 3 hours per day,
as enjoined by law. You must labour well and steadily during 45 hours each week, or
at the rate of 7 4 hours each working day; or you may make an agreement, as I have already
explained, as to task-work. If you neglect this my advice and exhortation to you, and
allow yourselves to be further misled by wicked and foolish men, you will be visited with
very heavy penalties, and bring disgrace and misery upon yourselves and your families.

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the King’s House in George Town, British
Guiana, this 5th day of August 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.—God
save the King.

By his Excellency’s command. (signed) T. C. Hammill,
Acting Government Secretary.

 

Enclosure (B.) in No. 114.

INSTRUCTIONS for his Honour the High Sheriff of British Guiana.

Sir, Camp House, 6 August 1824.
I wisx you to proceed with as little delay as possible to the Essequibo coast. The appren-

ticed labourers on several estates upon that coast have refused to work the 7 4 hours, as
enjoined by law; and notwithstanding every assurance to the contrary that has been given
to them by the special magistrates, they persist in asserting that the orders from England
are that they are only to work haifa day, and not 73 hours. They have committed no
outrage, nor any overt act of rebellion or opposition to authority. ‘Their conduct has been
more of a negative obedience than of a positive disobedience to the enactments of the
ordinance now in force for their government.

As, however, such a state of things cannot be allowed to continue, I have to request of
you, in company with the special magistrates of that district, to visit those estates to which
I have alluded. I wish my proclamation of yesterday’s date to be read and explained to
the whole of the apprenticed labourers upon each of the estates; and if, after it has been
read to them, the labourers do not express sorrow for the conduct they have adopted, and
promise forthwith to return to their work, and to execute in a steady and satisfactory manner
the labour the law requires they should perform, the ringleaders must be selected and
brought to trial without any delay, before a district sessions court, to be composed of special
magistrates.

LTwould fain rather attribute the conduct of the labourers to ignorance and to bad
advice, than to any hostile feeling, either towards their employers or to His Majesty’s
Government. In this view of the case, [ hereby invest you with full authority to pardon
and Temit, in His Majesty’s name, either partially or completely, the sentences of any of
the courts, according as to you shall ecem fit. Where no outrage has been committed,
I should strongly recommend solitary confinement in the George ‘Town gaol, as also the
tread-mill, as much more efficacious punishments than the cat-o’-nine-tails. The use of the
latter will only keep alive and exasperate feelings already angry and excited. Absence
from the estate, and solitary confinement, will be found to abate the existing ferment much
more effectively.

I have ordered the company of the tst West India regiment to embark on board the
vessel which will convey you to Capoey; and Captain Deckner has received instructions to
consider his company as your escort, and to obey your commands in every particular.
When you have visited the disturbed estates in the neighbourhood of Capoey, and all

things there are tranquillized, and the labourers have commenced their work to your satis-
faction, I wish you to return to George Town by short journies, visiting the islands of
Wakenhaam and Leguan, crossing the Essequibo somewhere about the Philadelphia, and
the Demerara river at the ferry. Your escort will attend you whilst making this tour, during
which you will cause my proclamation to be read on every estate you may have occasion
to visit; and whenever you see suflicient reason, you will cause a court of special justices
to assemble, and cause the sentences to be carried into effect, or to be remitted, as may
appear to you to be most advisable for the good of His Majesty’s service, and the peace and
tranquillity of the country.

His Honour George Bagot, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
High Sheriff of British Guiana. '

 

Enclosure (C.) in No. 114.
Sir, 8 August 1834.

I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday from Hampton Court, dated
at one o'clock. Notwithstanding the misapprehension, which appears to prevail to a greater
extent than I was at first led to believe, as to the quantum of time during which the ap

prentice



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 159

renticed labourer is bound to work for his employer, yet I cannot perceive in the conduct
of the apprenticed labourers, anything that would justify me in adopting harsher measures,
or in altering the instructions which youhave already received.
You will proceed steadily in the execution of the instructions with which you have been

furnished, causing my proclamation to be read on the different estates, and only resorting to
punishment when you find it is absolutely necessary and unavoidable. No system of labour
can be permanently carried into effect (with advantage to the community), resting upon
the dread of corporal punishment as its foundation. Some of the labourers seem to enter-
tain the idea that they are not to work at all, without wages; others imagine that they are
only to work half of each day. I was in hopes that they had all been sufficiently made
acquainted with the new law. It would however appear (to whatever cause it is to he
attributed) that either sufficient pains have not been taken to explain the duties which
they would have to perform when apprenticed labourers, or that they have not confidence
in the gentlemen who explained and read my proclamations to them. This want of con-
fidence they cannot, however, entertain towards you: vested with a high official character,
and escorted by a detachment of the King’s troops, they must be convinced that what you
tell them cannot but be the truth. Iam therefore in hopes that your progress through the
country will have the happiest effects, and that I shall shortly hear from you that the
labourers are steadily performing their task, at the rate of 7 4 hours per day.
The Honourable Mr. Bean has written to me recommending the proclaiming of martial

law within certain districts, and proposing further that these districts should be filled with
an overwhelming military force. You also write to me proposing another company should
be sent to Devonshire Castle. To all these and similar measures | object. The military
force is to aid and support the civil authority, and is not to be scattered or Ict loose all over
the province. You have a company with you to protect your own person and the courts
which you may deem it necessary to assemble. This is the sole and only legitimate use
which can be made of the military. They are to protect the civil authority, and to put
down force by force, when required. No force, however, appears to have been resorted to by
the labourers; and a display of military means, beyond what is required to prevent the pos-
sibility of the courts’ being insulted or impeded in their operations, would, in my opinion,
be not only highly impolitic but even dangerous to the future peace of the country; the
government of which ought:only to be carried on by the civil authorities administering the
law with the strictest impartiality to all classes.

His Honour George Bagot, High Sheriff, (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.*
&e. Ke. Ke.

[*The sequel of the proceedings consequent upon the riots here adverted to, will be found
in Appendix (A.), being the Return to a specific Address.]

 

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieut.-Governor
Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 3 October 1834.
I nave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 9th of August

last, reporting on the state of the Colony.
I have laid that Despatch before the King, and am commanded to express

His Majesty's regret that any circumstances should have occurred to interrupt
the tranquil settlement of affairs in British Guiana, subsequent to the Ist of
August. Iam, however, confident that such steps have been and will continue
to be taken, as may enforce on all parties the obligation arising out of the
Abolition Act.

I have to convey to you my approval of the exertions you made to remove
misapprehension existing in the minds of apprenticed labourers, and to provide
for the due administration of the law; and I trust that your anticipation, that
tranquillity may be restored, may be justified by the evert.

I have, &c.
(signed) 7. Spring Rice.

 

— No. 116. —

Exrracr of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieut.-
Governor Sir J.C. Smyth, dated Downing-street, 7 November 1834.

Tuoveu it is gratifying to learn that everything continues tranquil in the
very Important Colony under your command, yet I cannot but feel the deepest
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concern on receiving information from you that the work legally exigible from
the apprenticed labourer, is not given with as much alacrity as could be ex-
pected; and that some bad feeling prevails between the labourer and his
employer.

It would perhaps have been too much to expect, that an experiment so vast
as that which has been made in His Majesty’s Colonial possessions in the
West Indies, would in all cases have been attended with satisfactory results.
But time and experience, and more particularly the example of those proprie-
tors whose co-operation you so forcibly bring under my notice, may, it is
my confident belief, introduce a better state of things, and may render the
transition from slavery to qualified freedom more successful in its future pro-
gress than it may have been hitherto in British Guiana. Jt must be difficult
either for the apprenticed labourers or their employers to free themselves
wholly from the influence of the old system, or to acquiesce at once and cheer-
fully in the new system for the emancipation of the African race. But still I
hope that frank and confidential communication between you and the owners,
may give you a guarantee for the ultimate success of the measure. In the
meanwhile, I earnestly recommend you to omit no opportunity of cultivating
a feeling of goodwill with the members of Council, and of thus securing their
cordial co-operation in a matter which so vitally involves their own interests.
With this view, a free statement of your intentions, and cordial but guarded
communications with the Court of Policy on every occasion in which their
advice may with propriety be asked, is most essential to the success of your
government. Much of the future advantages of emancipation must depend on
the hearty and unreserved concurrence of the proprietors in carrying into effect
the provisions of the British Statute and the Order in Council. You will,
therefore, do well to adopt such a course as may secure for you the confidence
and support of the white population of the Colony, when this can be done with-
out a sacrifice of principle. When the magnitude of the change effected, and
the difficulty which the best men feel in surrendering power, is taken into
account, many allowances should be made for the proprietors of West India
property. But by calmness, impartiality and a friendly demeanour, I feel every
confidence that in British Guiana, as in other parts of His Majesty’s Colonial
possessions, the good sense and kindness of the Governor will overcome any
existing irritability or reluctance in accommodating existing interests to the
new order of things. Whilst care is therefore taken to ensure the appren-
ticed labourer the most efficient protection, care should also be taken to pre-
vent any vexatious or frivolous complaints, or any illegal subtraction from those
hours of labour which the apprentice is bound to give. This, I trust, will not
be wanting on your part.

I regret that the objections which I have felt it my imperative duty to urge
against certain parts of the ordinance of the 8th March, should have created
any dissatisfaction. Those objections, you may assure the members of the
Court of Policy, were not urged in any captious or disrespectful spirit; but my
duty is precise. I am responsible to my Sovereign, to Parliament, and to the
British public, to see that the intentions of the Legislature of the United King-
dom are carried into full effect ; and that in the Crown Colonies more especially,
an example is given of making an adequate provision for the rights of the
apprenticed labourers, not more consonant with the just expectations of the
mother country, than with the well understood and permanent interests of
the Colony. But the more fixed is my resolution to abandon no one principle
that I feel myself bound to enforce, the more do I feel it my duty to deal with
the local authorities in a spirit of considerate conciliation. In order to enable
the West India proprietors to meet the great change consequent on the aboli-
tion of slavery, the British Legislature has not been sparing of the resources at
its disposal; and the generous course adopted, in the consequences of which
the Colony of Demerara so largely participates, will, { trust, induce and en-
courage the Court of Policy, as well as all other classes of His Majesty’s sub-
jects, to co-operate in the satisfactory completion of this great measure.
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— No. 117.— |

Copy of a DESPATCH trom Sir J. C. Smith to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, Oct. 13, 1834.
I rake the liberty of submitting for your perusal, and, as I hope, for your

approbation, the two accompanying documents; the first being a copy of an
arrangement by which I have endeavoured to ensure a more certain and a more
speedy attention being paid to the complaints of apprenticed labourers; and
the second being a copy of a Circular which I have caused to be addressed to
the stipendiary magistrates, respecting one or two points of considerable im-
portance to the welfare of the labouring population.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

Enclosure (A.) in No. 117.

(A.)}—MInurte.

Camp House, Oct. 13, 1834.
Tueee seldom passes a day without apprenticed labourers coming to Camp House, or

to the Public Buildings, to complain to me of some grievance or another. To drive these
oor people away without even listening to their stories, would be both cruel and impolitic.

If their complaints are not investigated; if their grievances are not carefully redressed ; if
the law is not patiently explained to them, when (under an erroneous impression of the
enactments in their favour) they may prefer an inadmissible complaint, despair will either
drive them to the bush, or there will be a very serious insurrection. Since the expiration
of the office of slave protector, (which office [ sincerely wish bed been continued under
the title of protector of apprenticed labourers), | have sent all complaints to the stipen-
diary magistrate of the Town district. As this officer bas, however, a very extensive and
populous district under his own immediate charge, and as he has no power or authority to
interfere in the management of other judicial districts, each of which has its own stipen-
diary and other special justices of the peace, it is evident thatI have imposed upon him
additional duties, entailing considerable correspondence with his brother magistrates, and
ofcourse occupying his time, which is already fully required for the discharge ef the duties
of his own district. Under these circumstances, I have determined that all complaints
shall in future be referred to the high sheriff, whose duty (as the officer to whom the
preservation of the peace is more especially entrusted) it will be to receive the same. The
igh sheriff cannot interfere in any disputes between his employer and the apprenticed

labourer, the government of the latter being by law vested in the special justices. The
high sheriff will, however, be pleased to receive all complaints at his office which any
apprenticed labourers may wish to prefer. He will cause every complaint to be entered
into a book, and he will then forward an authenticated copy ofthe same to the stipendia
magistrate of the district to which the complainant belongs. The complainant will be
sent back to his own district, the stipendiary magistrate of which will be pleased to ac-
knowledge the receipt of the complaint as forwarded to him by the high sheriff, and will
report to the high sheriff what steps he may have taken with respect to the complaint
referred to him.. The high sheriff will lay before me, upon the 1st of each month, a return
showing,

1st. The names of all complainants during the preceding month.
2d. The estate and the district to which they are attached.
3d. The nature of the complaint.
4th. The name of the stipendiary magistrate to whom it has been referred ; and,
5th. The steps adopted by the stipendiary magistrate.
The sheriffs of Essequibo and of Berbice will govern themselves, with respect to any

complaints from apprenticed labourers which may come: before them, according to this
minute, reporting to and communicating with the high sheriff.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

(B)
Upon the question which has arisen, as to whether a ‘special magistrateor justice of

the peace can act as such, either alone or in conjunction with others, in any case in which
‘Ss Own apprenticed labourer is complained against for offences against himself as an

employer, I have respectfully to state,
ed the 12th section of the gd & 4th William 4, cap. 73, it is enacted, “ that subject
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to the obligations imposed by that Act, or to be imposed by any Act of General Assembly,
Ordinance, or Order in Council as thereinafter mentioned, upon apprenticed labourers as
therein aforesaid, all and every the persons who ca the ist day of August 1834 should be
holden in slavery within any British Colony as therein aforesaid, should upon and after the
said ist day of August 1834, become and be to ail intents and purposes free and discharged
from all manner ofslavery, and should be absolutely and for ever manumitted.”

In pursuance of this Act, the obligations upon apprenticed labourers, as such, were set
forth and defined in the “ Ordinance for the Government and Regulation of Apprenticed
Labourers ;” and in this ordinance no power or authority is given to an employer to decide
upon any case of an apprenticed labourer, in which such employer is interested.
No such disability as that he shall be tried by un interested party being placed upon an

apprenticed labourer by this ordinance, he is entitled to the advantages and privileges of
the general law: ‘Generali lege decernimus neminem sibi esse judicem vel jus sibi dicere
debere: In re enim propria iniquum admodum est alicui licentiam tribuere sententie.”
Cod. 1. 3, tit. 5.

This general rule is copied in the Barbosce Thesauros, and the above reason is ampliated
or enlarged: “ Ratio quia iniquum est admodum in re propria alicui licentiam tnibuere,
sententiz cum homines & natura omnes plus sibi quam aliis faveant et sue potius utilatati
quam aliene consultum cupiant que affectio judi: candi sinceritatem plane corrumpit et
impedit.” Barb, Thes. adverbum “ Index.” _

am aware that this general rule is confined to civil cases, and that in criminal cases, in
which the res publica or common weal is concerned, private interests are supposed to merge,
and that a judge may sit in a criminal court upon the case of an offender against himself.
See Mattheus de Criminibus, book 48, tit. 13.
This exception, however,must be taken with a limitation: Voet ad Pandectas, lib. 6, tit. 1,

8. 2, says, “ Ita quoque non iniquum est reum (7. e. judicem) mulct& imposita coercere tales
qui ei, qua judici, et munus implenti aut ministris ejus injuriam dicto aut facto inferre,
haud vetentur, si modo de vindicta public&h imponenda, non poena judici leso, applicanda
questio sit:” That is to say, that wherever a penalty is to enure to the benefit of himself,
it is questioned whether a judge can sit or decide upon a case wherein such penalty may be
am ..

iewing the ordinance for the government and regulation of apprenticed labourers as
embracing a code of laws both civil and criminal, I should say, that in no civil case affect-
ing an apprenticed labourer, can an employer sit, if such employerbe interested, and that
in no criminal case ought an employer to sit; for by the 14th section of the 4th chapter of
the ordinance, it is declared, “ that when any apprenticed labourer shall be convicted of
any offence punishable under that Act, for which confinement may be awarded, it shall be
lawful to adjudge the offender to be confined, or to be confined and kept to hard labour, in’
the common gaol! or house of correction, or other place of confinement previously approved
by a district session of special justices; and also that the offender be adjudaed.to be kept
in solitary confinement for the whole or any portion or portions of such confinements, or of
such confinement with hard labour, as to the special justices or district sessions of special
justices shall seem meet; and that in all cases in which it can or may be done, it shall be
lawful to adjudge the labour to be in the service or for the benefit of the employer of the
offending apprenticed labourer.” Ls

Looking through the whole of this ordinance, there is scarcely a case in which confine-
ment with hard labour may not be awarded, and in which that hard labour may not be
awarded to be in the service of the employer of the apprenticed labourer.

I am, therefore, of opinion that an employer cannot sit in judgment or decide upon any
case or complaint against an apprentice for an offence against himself, the employer.

I think it right to add, that no inconvenience can accrue in consequence of this con-
struction ofthe law, inasmuch as a justice of the peace from a neighbouring district may
_always be had to forma district court, in cases wherein an employer cannot sit.

Demerara, 15 Oct. 1834. (signed) William Arrindell.

(C.)
By the 3d section of the 2d chapter of the ordinance for the government and regula-

tion of apprenticed labourers, it is enacted, “that every special justice of the peace shall
be, and he is thereby empowered and authorized, in respect of apprenticed labourers con-
victed of offences before him, to award any one of the following punishments :-—1. Confine-
ment with or without hard labour on the tread-mill, or otherwise, fora period not exceeding
14 successive days; 2. Extra labour at the rate of 15 hours per week, in the service of his
or her employer, with or without confinement at night, for a period not exceeding 14 days;
3- Fifteen stripes for every male labourer.”
By the sth section of the 7th chapter of said ordinance, “if any special justice shall on

investigating a case brought before him, be of opinion that it demands a punishment or
penalty beyond that which he is thereby empowered or authorized to award, he shall refer
such case to the district sessions of special justices, and shall, if he see fit, commit the
accused, if an apprenticed labourer, for trial before such district sessions.”

These two sections, in my opinion, clearly define the power of a single special justice of
the peace, and distincly limits that power, in awarding a punishment by whipping in the
case of a male, to 15 stripes. 1

‘Tam



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 163

I am aware that the 8th section of chapter 4 enacted, “that every apprenticed labourer
who by the careless use of fire shall endanger the property of his or her employer, or of any
other person, or who shall wantonly injure the property of his or her employer entrusted to
his or her care, or who shall ill-use the cattle or other live stock of his or her employer, or
who shall by gross negligence expose his or her employer’s property to any damage or
injury, shall be adjudged for such offence, in the discretion of the special justice or district
sessions of special justices, either to extra labour in his or her employer’s service for any
time not exceeding 1§ hours in the whole in any one week, or to confinement to hard labour
for any time not exceeding one month 3,or to any number of stripes not exceeding 30
lashes; or to any two or more of such punishments provided that this enactment shall not
exempt any such labourer from his or her Hability to such actions or prosecutions as other
ersons of free condition may be subject and liable to in respect ofany such acts by him or

fer done or committed, although no such labourer shall be liable to be 80 prosecuted, or
sued both under this ordinance and under such general law as aforesaid.” Butalthough
the words “in the discretion of the special justice or district sessions of special justices”
are here used, yet their meaning must be limited by reference to sections 3 and 6 of
chapter 2.
The whole are in part materié and must be construed together; and so construed, the power

of a single justice must be confined within the limits already stated. It is to be observed
that one of the modes of punishment expressed in the 8th section of chapter 4, viz. “ extra
labour in his or her employer’s servicefor any time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in
any one week,” is within the authority of a single justice; and [ should think that where
there are two modes of punishment mentioned, one within and the other beyond the scope
of his authority, no single justice would select the latter, especially as it is always open to
him to refer the case to the district sessions, even in cases of doubt merely.

15 October 1834. (signed) William Arvindell.

 

Enclosure (B.) in No. 117.

(CincuLaR.)

Governor’s Apartments, Guiana PublicBuildings,
Sir, 13 October 1834.

HerrewitTn, under letter A, I have the honour to enclose a copy of a minute of this day’s
date, whith has been forwarded to the high sheriff for his information and puidance, inrespect to all complaints which may be preferred by apprenticed labourers to his Honour.have to request of you to comply with those points, as detailed in the said minute, which
have reference to your duties.

2. In the ordinance establishing inferior courts of criminal jurisdiction in this Colony,published on the 12th January 1834, it is enacted in the 12th section of the saidordinance,“that no justice of the peace, who shall be the owner or manager of any slave, shall beauthorized by himself, or in conjunction with any other justice or justices of the peace, to
adjudge, by conviction or otherwise, any such slave to punishment under or by virtue ofthis Act.” This enactment having been omitted in the ordinance (No. 43) for the govern-ment and regulation of apprenticed labourers, it has been represented to me that in severalcases special justices (under the impression that their conduct was perfectly legal) have satand voted as members of a court of special Justices in cases in which the labourers wereattached to estates of which they had the control. This is an irregularity which oughtnever to have taken place, and which it will be your duty not to allow to be again repeated.i enclose you a copy of the opinion of the attorney-general upon the subject, underetter B.

3. In the 3d section of the ed chapter of the ordinance for the government of theapprenticed labourers, the powers of each special justice, when acting alone, are clearldefined, and the extent of the corporal punishment which he may order to be inflicted islimited to-15 lashes. In the 8th section of the 4th chapter, the nature and extent of thepunishments which may be inflicted upon apprenticed labourers for endangering theiremployer’s property by the careless use of fire, for wantonly ill-using cattle, and otheroffences, are detailed; which punishments are to be adjudged in the discretion of theepecial justice, or the district sessions of special justices. It having been represented to methat several special justices, under a mistaken view of this enactment, have caused severerpunishments to be inflicted than under the gd section of the 2d chapter of the said ordi-nance (which section expressly defines their power) they are entitled to adjudge and sen-tence, I have called for the opinion of the attorney-general upon the subject; and which,under letter C, I herewith enclose to you for your information and guidance, as well as thatof all the special magistrates within your district.
., 4 U have further to draw your attention to the 2d section of the ed chapter, wherebyitis enacted that the district courts are to be convened -and are to assemble at theplacenamed by the chairman; and that at every session of each: court the chairman named bythe Governor is to preside, unless prevented by sickness or absence. { have had occasionto read the proceedings of several district courts, in which the presiding justice has notbeen the chairman of the district as named by me, nor has his absence been alluded to, ot
in any way accounted for on the face of the proceedings, I have to request that the esta-78. blished
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biished chairman will preside at each and every court, unless prevented by serious indispo-
sition; and in which case the circumstance. is to be reported to the Government secretary
(in writing) for my information.

To each Chairman of the Twelve Judicial IT have, &e.
Districts of British Guiana. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 118.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Secretary the Earl of Aberdeen to Lieut.-
Governor Sir J. C. Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 1 Jan. 1835.

I nave had the honour to receive your Despatch ef the 13th Oct. last,
enclosing the copy of a Minute drawn up by you for ensuring a more cer-
tain and more speedy attention being paid to the complaints of apprenticed
labourers in British Guiana; and the copy of a Circular which you had caused
to be addressed to the stipendiary magistrates, on the subject of the extent of
the punishments which may be inflicted by the authority of any single magis-
trate, and respecting the practice of judicial punishments being inflicted by
special magistrates upon apprenticed labourers in their own employment.

For the reasons assigned by Mr. Arrindell, the attorney-general of British
Guiana, I concur with that officer and with yourself in thinking that the prac-
tices condemned by your circular are contrary to Jaw; and I am therefore to
signify to you my approbation of the measure you adopted to prevent the
recurrence of them. :

I also approve of your having established a regular method by which, through
the intervention of the sheriffs, all complaints preferred to you by apprenticed
labourers may be punctually brought under the consideration of the magis-
trates within whose jurisdiction they properly fall. It cannot, however, be
too distinctly understood, that the sheriff is not entitled to act except as a
channel ofcommunication between the Governor and the justices of the peace,
and that he is not invested with any authority over them. You will have the
goodness to consider whether your minute of the 13th October may not give
rise to some misapprehension on that subject; and if you should find reason to
think that it is likely to be so misunderstood, you will take the necessary mea-
sures for correcting the mistake.

I have, &c.

(signed) § Aberdeen.

 

— No. 119. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 16 Dec. 1834.

I Bec to lay before you copies of the reports for the month ofNovember,
from the twelve judicial districts into which this Colony is divided. I respect-
fully submit that nothing can be more satisfactory. I trust that you will
approve of the remarks with which I have accompanied the publication of the
reports.
Tn proportion as the reports from the special justices are full and in detail,

so must their inquiries be minute, and their attention the more unceasing to the
discharge of their very important duties. I have therefore prepared a series of
questions to be answered by them monthly, instead of those which they have
hitherto been in the habit of replying to. I beg leave to lay before you a copy
of the improved questions ; and I hope early in January to be able to transmit
to you satisfactory answers from the whole of the twelve districts.

I have, &e.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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Enclosure (A.) in No. 119.

GoveRNMENT Norice.

1. His Excellency Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, has thought proper to
direct that the following reports for the month of November, from the twelve judicial dis-
tricts into which this Colony is divided, should be published in the Royal Gazette, for
general information.

2. His Excellency most sincerely congratulates every person interested in the prosperity
of this magnificent province, upon the peace, contentment and industry, which so generally
prevail throughout the whole of British Guiana.

3. The Lieut.-governor requests of the special magistrates to have the goodness to avail
themselves of every opportunity of expressing to the predial labourers his Excellency’s
approbationof their conduct, and of the confidence he entertains that, at the expiration of
their apprenticeship, they will realize the most sanguine wishes of their friends, and prove
themselves an industrious, as wellas a loyal and grateful population.
Guiana Public Buildings, George Town, Demerara,

this 18th Dec. 1834. By Command.
Henry Gloster, Gov. Sec.

 

District A.

Sir, Bee-Hive, District A, 1 Dec. 1834.
I nave the hononr to state, for the information of the Lieut.-governor,
ist. That the labourers in this district appear more contented, cheerful and civil, than

when [ had last the honour to report upon the subject.
ad. They have performed their work during the last month with greater alacrity and

good will. . ;
gd. There have been few instances of insubordination amongst them, and no attempts to

resist authority by force.
4th. In one or two cases, in the beginning of last month, I have attributed some neglect

of work to combination. No rudeness has been evinced, except with respect toa few idle
and disorderly appreritices.

oth. The attendance of the apprentices has been as regular as usual, at church and at
school.

6th. I have individually been under the necessity of ordering corporal punishment in
24 instances; and the court over which I preside, in 11 instances. .
With respect to the general peace and tranquillity of the district, there has been an evi-

dent improvement during the preceding month.
° T have, Xe.

To H. Gloster, Esq. K. Heyland, Chairman District A.

 

District B.

Sir, Vryheid’s Lust, 30 Nov. 1834.

I nave the honour to transmit a monthly report, agreeable to the request of his Excel-
lency the Lieut.-governor.

1st. The apprenticed labourers in District B. are contented, cheerful and civil, with the
exception of the following estates : plantations Paradise, and Bachelor’s Adventure.
2d. They have not performed their work during the last month with alacrity and good

will, on the above two estates. On the other plantations the work has been well done.
3d. There has been no instance of resisting authority by force. Insubordination has

been general on the two above-mentioned plantations.
4th. Those that are disposed to neglect their work, are frequently rude and insolent to

thosein authority over them. Such misconduct has not been general, and I do not attri-
bute it to any combination or conspiracy. It is only with respect to a few idle disorderly
apprentices that any complaints are made. .

5th. The attendance of the apprentices at church and at school has been regular during
the preceding month, and to the full extent of the accommodation afforded. The attend-
ance of the young at the Sunday school, the same as the preceding month.

6th. As an individual magistrate I have been under the necessity of punishing three with
whipping. There have been four delinquents punished with whipping, by order of the
court, during the preceding month.

I have, &e.

Henry Glosver,Esq. A. M. Lyons, S.J. P., Chairman District B.
Gov. Secretary.
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District C.

Office of Special Justices, George Town,
Sir, ; 17 Dec. 1834.

In obedience to his Excellency the Lieut.-governor’s confidential order of the 23d of

September last, I have the honour to state for his information, in answer to—

Query ist. Thatthe apprenticed labourers of this district, during this month (November)
have certainly exhibited a better feeling than in the last, on very many properties. That
within the Town district, incivility and rudeness towards their employers and those in
authority under them, have not disappeared. :

Query 2d. That during this month (November), the work on various estates has been
erformed in a manner leading me to suppose that the misunderstanding previously exist-

Ing is wearing away. But it is not to be expected that, until they fully undertand the be-
nefits accruing to them, and something like a fixed rate of wages is fallen into for their
extra hours, that alacrity and good will may be expected.
Query 3d. The instances of insubordination and unlawful combination have decreased

considerably within this month; nor have there been any attempts to resist authority by

force, except in one or two instances of. persons in a state of intoxication:

Query 4th. The cases which have been manifested in this month (November), of combi-

nation to neglect their work, and to disobey lawful orders, have decreased more than one

alf.
Query 5th. The attendance of the apprenticed labourers at church and at school are pro-

ceeding in an increased ratio.
Query 6th. I have individually as a magistrate, and the district courts under my charge

have, still found it necessary to punish by flogging; but the instances have decreased during

thig month (November), to 37 instead of 72,, of which the greatest number was inflicted on

persons who had run away since the months of August and September as follows:

Runping away - - - - - “  - - - - - 15

Insubordination, and not doing a sufficient quantity of work, disobedience

andinsolence - - - - ° - © 3

Carelessly, indolently and negligently doing their work - - - -* 3
- 2 2 2

3
Drunkenness, &c. - - - - - -

Absenting from duty - - - = 7 =) 5 2 2 Of

Unlawful combination not to do a sufficient quantity of work, and to resist

lawful orders = - - - - - - - - - - - i

I have, &c.
S. W. Gordon, Chairman District C.

 

Disraier D.

Sur, Plantation La Retraite, 1 Dec. 1834.

In reply to your Excellency’s queries, to be answered on the 1st of each month, I have

the honour to report as follows, viz.
ist. L consider the apprenticed labourers: in this district as- generally cheerful and con-

tented. No instance oF incivility thatI am aware of has occurred.

ed. One complaint only (against six individuals) has been brought before the district

sessions, during the preceding month, for the non-performance of labour to the extentde-

manded, and this was not of an important character.

No complaint has been preferred to me ofa similar kind, nor have I heard ofany from the

other special justices.
There are now few estates on which the labourers not only perform what is required, but

where they are not doing more than the law would enforce for payment.

gd. Instances of insubordination are almost unknown, and attempts to resist authority by

force wholly so. ;

A few persons have individually been guilty of drunkenness, and in that state been dis-

orderly and resisted theconstableswho put them into temporary confinement; but therehas

been no premeditated violence, still less combined insubordination of any kind.

4th. In the complaint referred to, replying to the second query, there were one oF two

apprentices who appeared to lead the rest, and the punishment was regulated accordingly.

The combination or conspiracy was inferred from all doing exactly the same quantum 0

work, though their powers of executing it were very different.

pth. The attendance ofthe apprentices at church has not increased last month. Few

white persons attend at Meerzorg, and none at St. Mark.

The bad example thus afforded must have some effect. The attendance of the children

and others at school is better: yet as Sunday is the sole day on which they have an oppor-

tunity of receiving instruction, it cannot be supposed their progress will be considerable.—

6th. I have found it requisite to order punishment by whipping on one individual during

October, and the court over which I presided has likewise ordered another to be 60

unished.
P

Your
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Your Excellency will observe a progressive improvement in the conduct of the labourers
since last month. "

A few cases of assaults committed on the persons of the apprentices by the employers,

managers or overseers, have been punished by fines; and the former made sensible, in eve
instance that has come to my knowledge, that effectual justice will be rendered them on
such occasions.

; I have, &c.
His Excellency Major-Gen. Sir J.C. Smyth, Bart., (signed) J. A. Allen,

&e. &c. Ke. Chairman District D.

 

District E.

To His Excellency Major-General Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Bart., C.B., K.C.H., &c.

Sir, _ Plantation Hague, 30 November 1834.
AGREEABLY to your Excellency’s instructions of the 23d September last, 1 have the

honour to report the state of the District E. for the last month (November).
ist. The apprentices generally in this district are contented, cheerful and civil.
2d. During the last month, as will appear in my reply to Query 6, they have, almost

without exception as to the male field labourers, done their work with alacrity and good will.
gd. No instance of insubordination of any consequence has occurred during the last

month, or attempt to resist authority by force.
4th. No combination or conspiracy to neglect their work, or to behave rudely to those

in authority over them, has been manifested by the apprenticed labourers in this district
during the month of November.

5th. The attendance at Mr. Scott’s church and school is very regular; also the school at
the Rev. Mr. Ritchie’s; and I trust your Excellency will be sleased to direct divine service
to be performed by some minister during the absence of Mr.Ritchie. :

6th. It affords me extreme satisfaction to say I have not had occasion, as an individual
magistrate,toorder the punishment of whipping in any one instance during the last month,
and only five have been so punished by order of the district court. Three of those were

runaways, one for 12 months and two for six weeks; leaving only two cases for neglect of
work.

T have, &c.
(signed) § Spry Bartlet, S. J. P., Chairman District E.

 

District F.

Sir, Wakenaam, 1 December 1834.
Ihave the honour to transmit to your Excellency the monthly report of the state of

District F.
ist. The apprenticed labourers in this district are contented, cheerful and civil.
2d. They have performed their work with alacrity and good will.
3d. There have been no instances of insubordination, or any attempts to resist authority

by force.
ath. There have been no symptoms of conspiracy, and it is only against the idle and dis-

orderly that complaints have been made.
5th. The attendance of the apprenticed labourers has rather increased at church than

otherwise; but both churches in this district are always filled.
6th. The district court has punished nine individuals by whipping, and in my individual

capacity as a magistrate I have punished five.

N. B. 1beg to observe, that almost the whole of the cases in this Island are brought
before me. I do not believe that the other magistrates have half a dozen cases amongst
them.

. I have, &e.
His Excellency Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, (signed) Geo. Kellock,

&e. Ke. Ke. Chairman District F.

 

District G.

Sir, Essequibo, 1 December 1834.I wave to. state to your Excellency that the apprenticed labourers in this district are in
general contented, cheerful and civil, and have performed their work during the last monthwith alacrity and good will.
There have been a few instances of insubordination among them, but no attempt to resistauthority by force. ,
A disposition to neglect their work, or to behave rudely to those in authority over them,
a8‘not been so general as to induce me to attribute it to any combination or conspiracy,

except in the single instance of plantation Batseda’s Lust, where a spirit of this kind had
shown itself in the early part of the month, but which appears to be entirely subdued,as

. we
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well as at the Perseverance and Vilvoorden, where, as I stated in my last monthly report,
a similar disposition had appeared. With this exception, the complaints have had reference
‘to a few idle and disorderly apprentices only. The attendance of the apprenticed labourers
at church and at school has been as regular as usual, and to the full extent of the accom-
modation afforded them.

In my individual capacity as a magistrate, [ have been under the necessity of ordering
punishment by whipping in eight instances, and at the court at which I preside in nine,
But I beg permission to add, that this mode of punishment has not been resorted to except
in very aggravated cases, or when the culprit was deemed extremely hardened and incor-
rigible. 7

} . __Thave, &c.
His Excellency Major-Gen. Sir J. C. Smyth,. (signed) George Ball,

&e. &c. Ke. Chairman District G.

District H.

Sir, Judicial District H, 1 December 1834.
I vo myself the honour to transmit the following answers to the queries contained in your

Excellency’s letter of the 23d of September last.
In answer to the 1st query, I beg leave to state that the apprenticed labourers in the

judicial district under my charge are contented, ‘cheerful and civil, except on two or three
estates.

In answer to the 2d query, I beg leave to state that they have performed their work
during the last month with alacrity and good will, except on two or three estates.

In answer to the 3d query, I beg leave to state that there have not been any instances
of insubordination among them, except on two or three estates, nor any attempts to resist
authority by force.

In answer to the 4th query, I beg leave to state, that the instances of neglecting their
work and behaving themselves rudely to those in authority over them, which have been

manifested within the last month, have been generally confined to two or three estates,

where it could only be attributed to combination. But there have been few complaints
from the other estates, and those only against idle and disorderly apprentices.

In answer to the 5th query, I beg leave to state, that the attendance of the apprenticed
labourers at church has been as regular during the last month as usual, and to the full
extent of the accommodation afforded them under the local circumstances of the district.

But their attendance at the school kept by the rector has not been so regular as usual.
In answer to the 6th query, I beg leave to state, that I have individually as a magistrate,

and the court over which I preside has, been under the necessity of ordering punishment
by whipping; and I have directed two delinquents to be so punished during the last
month.

I have, &e.

To His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. (signed) Thomas Coleman,
Senior Special Justice.

 

District I.

No report from the District I, for the month of November, has been received, owing to

the death of the late chairman, and of his successor not having had, it is presumed, as yet

sufficient time to inspect the district.

District K.

Sir, Office of Special Justices, Berbice, 1 Dec. 1834.

I nave the honour to inform your Excellency that the apprenticed labourers in the

judicial district under my charge are contented, cheerful and civil. They haveperformed

their work during the last month with alacrity and good will. .
There have been no instances of insubordination amongst them, or any attempt to resist

authority by force.
There have been some few complaints made against apprentices, of a trifling nature.

The attendance of apprentices at church and at school has been as regular during the

preceding month as usual, and, I consider, to the full extent of the accommodationafforded

them under the local circumstances of this district. I have not individually as a magistrate,

but the court over which I preside has, been under the necessity of ordering punishment by

whipping ; and three delinquents have been directed to be so punished during the pre-

ceding month.
. T have, &c. ,

(signed) John Macleod, Chairman K. District.
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District L.

Sir, Berbice, 2 December 1834.
In compliance with the request contained in your Excellency’s letter of the 23d of

September, I have the honour to make the following report for the preceding month, of the
judicial district under my charge. ;

ist. Theapprenticed labourers, with the exception of those on one estate, are more con-
tented, cheerful and civil. .

2d. They have performed their work, with the above exception, generally with more
alacrity and good will. .

3d. There have been no instances of insubordination amongst them, nor any attempts to
resist authority by force, except on the estatealluded to above.

4th. In the few cases which have been brought before me during the preceding month,
the misconduct has only been amongst a very few idle and disorderly apprentices, exceptin
the estate before alluded to, where such misconduct has been a general combination an
conspiracy amongst the whole gangs.
mth. The attendances of the apprentices at chapel and schools has been much the same

as during: the former month, October. ;
6th. Individually as a magistrate, [ am happy to say,I have not been under thenecessity

of punishing by whipping during the preceding month. The courts over which I presided
have been under the necessity of punishing by whipping seven delinquents, every one of
whom were attached to the before alluded to estate, and had been previously tried by a
district session of special justices. —

I have, &c.
' His Excellency Sir J. Carmichael Smyth. (signed) M. A. Stewart,

Chairman District L.

 

Districr M.

Sir, ; Alness, 1 December 1894.
Tue report I have now to make, in answer to the queries contained in your Excellency’s

circular of the 23d September, I regret to say is less favourable than that 1 had the honour
to address to your Excellency on the 1st of last month,

1. On some estates, but particularly on two considerable plantations in the judicial dis-trict under my charge, the apprenticed labourers have not been contented, cheerful and
civil.
The two plantations more particularly alluded to, are Alness and Kilcoy; but T am happyto add, that on both estates, but more especially on the former, a marked improvement inthe conduct of the labourers has taken place towards the latter part of the month.
2. On some estates the apprenticed labourers have performed their work during the last

month with alacrity and good-will s but such good conduct has not been general.
3. There have been several instances of insubordination amongst them, and of attemptsto resist authority, but not by open force.
4. In some instances, a isposition has been manifested not only to neglect work, butalso to behave rudely to those in authority over them; and such misconduct has been so

general on the estates where it has occurred, as to induce me to attribute it tocombination,and not merely to a few idle and disorderl apprentices,
5- I am not aware of any change as tothe attendance at schools. The proprietors of thedistrict have evinced a laudable anxiety for the establishment of a church.
6. | am sorry to say, that I have individually as a magistrate, and that the court over

which I preside has, been under the necessity of ordering punishment by whipping, andthat 16 delinquents have been directed to be so punished during the preceding month.
Lhave, &c.

. (signed) J. S. Lockhart Mure,
His Excellency Sir J. Carmichael Smyth, Chairman District M.

&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure (B.) in No. 119.

QUESTIONS to be answered on the 1st of each Month, by the Chairman or Senior
Special Magistrate of each of the Twelve Judicial Districts of BritishGuiana.

Disrricr , ist 183.
1. Are the labourers in your district civil, contented and cheerful?
2. Have they performed their work during the last month with alacrity and good-will ?3- Has the work on any estate been unwillingly or not readily performed? If yes,have the goodness to name the estate, the proprietor or his attorney, and the manager; inorder shat an inquiry may be forthwith instituted into the causes which may have led toconduct.
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4. Is task-work generally resorted to within your district, or do the labourers prefer
working the 7 3 hours per day, as fixed by law?

5. What are the working hours most generally in use in your district? Are there any
estates in your district on which the labourers. are compelled to lay-by for two or three
hours in the middle of the day, and then to complete their 7 3 hours in the afternoon, (by
which division of labour they have little or no time to themselves). If yes, have the good-
ness to name the estates, proprietors or attornies, and the managers?

’ 6. Do the labourers on any estate in your district perform extra labour for hire? If yes,
name the estates, the rate of wages for extra work, and state how and when the payments
are made; and if extra work is not performed for wages, state if reasonable wages have been
offered, with weekly payment. If reasonable wages and prompt payment have been offered
and rejected, state to what cause you attribute the refusal on the part of the labourers.

7. Have there beenany instances of insubordination, or any attempt to resist authority by
force, in your district? Ifthere have been any, name the estates on which such occurrences
have taken place.

8. In the event of any disposition having been manifested by any of the labourers to
neglect their work, or to behave rudely to those in authority over them, has such mis-
conduct been so general as to induce you to attribute it to any combination or conspiracy; or
is.it only with respect to a few idle and disorderly apprentices that you have had complaints
made?

g. Has the attendance of the predial labourers at church, and oftheir children at school,
been regular, and to the full accommodation afforded them under the local circumstances of
your district ?

10. Have you individually as a magistrate, and has the court over which you preside,
been under the necessity of ordering punishment by whipping during the preceding month?
and if answered in the affirmative, state the number of delinquents so punished, and the
extent of punishment awarded in each case.

11. Has any manager, overseer, or other person in authority over the predial labourers,
been fined or otherwise punished by the court over which you preside, during the pre-
ceding month, for misconduct towards any labourer or labourers? Have there been an
instances of the labourers having been detained at work beyond the legal hours; and in
such case, has the 18. sterling per hour for each individual labourer been levied?

12. Have any complaints been preferred to you during the last month, from any appren-
ticed labourers, respecting their clothing, food, treatment, or upon any subject? In the
event of any complaints having been made to you, have you carefully investigated into the
matters, and caused justice to be rendered to the parties, as far as it was in your power?
State the number and the nature of the complaints which may have been preferred to you,
in general terms.

13. Have any of the free children, upon any of the estates in your district, been bound
apprentices during the last month? If yes, name the estates upon which such occurrences
have taken place, and state if the transactions were with the free consent and approbation
of the parents of the children.

_ 14. How are the children fed and taken care of on the estates in your districts; are
they fed from the stores of the estates gratuitously, and is an additionalquantity of salt fish
andof plantains issued for them; or are they fed out of the allowance due to their parents?
When their mothers are at work in the field, is a woman specially appointed to take care
of their young children, and exempted from all other duty? Are the children, when unwell,
allowed the advantage of the medical assistance and hospital treatment of the estate, in the
same manner as when they were ina state of slavery?

15. On how many estates in your district are schools established? Name the estates,
proprietors and managers of estates, having schools.

16. Are there any remarks or observations which you may wish to convey to the Lieu-
tenant-governor, connected with the peace, tranquillity and happiness of the district under
your superintendance? If yes, state the same.

 

— No. 120. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Camp House, Demerara, 18 Dec. 1834.

YI wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular Letter of the
30th September. I have thonght and reflected so much upon the matters to
which your Circular alludes, that I have no hesitation in replying to your
several queries without any delay. .
You inquire if the great change effected in the condition of the negro popu-

lation will lead to any alteration in the following particulars :—
1. If labour is likely to be applied profitably to the production of any new

articles of agriculture or of manufacture ?
2, Whether
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2. Whether the production of the staple articles is likely to be affected?
3. Whether capital is likely to be directed into new channels, or to be

applied to the more extended production of articles at present known in the
markets ?

4, Whether there exist any and what obstacles which impede this change or
extension of industry; and how such obstacles, if existing, may be removed.

In reply to the first query, I beg leave to state, that I am not aware of any
new article, whether of agriculture or of manufacture, which could profitably
be introduced into this province.

In reply to the second query, I have the honour to state, that in my opinion
the production of the staple articles will increase (and that considerably) during
the ensuing six years. /

I am not aware that capital is likely to be diverted into new channels. Capi-
tal may, in my opinion, be employed with perfect safety in this Colony, in the
more extended production of sugar and of coffee.

There exist no obstacles towards the almost unlimited extension of industry
in this Colony, save and except the want of a sufficient circulating medium to
pay the labourers. I have had the honour of making repeated representations
upon the subject, and have respectfully suggested the mode of removing this
very great evil. As I have not received any replies to my several communica-
tions relative to the finance of this Colony, I am not aware of whether or not

_ my plans have been approved of, or otherwise. If they have been approved of
and acted upon, a supply of colonial silver to the amount of 15,000/. ought to
be on its way to this Colony, and arrangements to have been made for fur-

-thering an additional sum of about 6,000/. per annum. The evil is very con-
siderable, and clogs the industry of the labourer. The sooner the remedy is
applied the better.

Having thus replied to your several queries in the best mode I am able, I
take the liberty of respectfully offering the few following observations as con-
nected with the subject. .

There cannot now be a reasonable doubt in the minds of even the most de-
termined opposers of the apprentice system, but that it does work and will work
well to the end of the six years. Whether at the close of the apprenticeship
the labourers will work on the several estates, depends entirely on the planters
themselves, and on the mode in which they may conduct themselves to their
apprentices during the six years of probation. The most intelligent of the
planters are fully aware of the exact nature of their position. Anger and ex-
citement have had their day: a feeling of self-interest cannot but introduce
mild and conciliatory measures. The introduction of the plough into more
general use, as enabling the planter. to cultivate more ground with a smaller
number of labourers, is much to be desired; as also generally of all those im-
proved implements of agriculture now so common in Great Britain. These
matters may however, in my humble opinion, be left with great propriety to
the efforts of private individuals, whose exertions, prompted by their own
interests, require no further stimulus. The great, 1 nad almost said the sole,
object of the Government ought, as it appears to me, to be most carefully to
watch over the administration of the laws, and to take care. that equal justice
is not only dealt out to all, but that the labourers should feel assured that such
is the case. Industry, cheerfulness and content will follow as matters of
course. The soil is inexhaustible, both in quality and in quantity ; and if the
plan I have recommended in my circular instructions to the special justices of
the peace is adopted ; if the planters will but once consider their own interests
and those of their labourers as identified, and by their conduct to the latter
convince them practically that such is their opinion; I have no doubt but
that this Colony will very shortly become one of the most valuable provinces,
ifnot the most valuable, of the British empire.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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— No. 121. —

Extract from a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir J. C. Smyth
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Camp House, Demerara, 22 January 1835.
I BEG to submit to you a Government Notice, which I have deemed it advi-

sable to cause to be published in this Colony, explanatory of the perfectly
tranquil and general good conduct of the labouring population. . It is abso-
lutely impossible that in any part of the King’s dominions any proportion of
His Majesty’s subjects, to the same extent of numbers, can conduct themselves
better than the apprenticed labourers in this Colony. The ill-judged parsi-
mony of withholding food and medicines from the children of the apprenticed
labourers, who not having reached six years of age are perfectly free, is con-
fined to only 13 estates. On one of these estates four children have been
reported to me as having died for want of medical aid. As these cases are in
the hands of the attorney-general, I shall offer no comment upon them until I
receive that officer’s report. With respect to the other point alluded to in my
Government Notice, namely, the compelling the apprenticed labourers to per-
form their labour of seven and a half hours at two different spells, I am afraid
there is at present no authority in existence in this Colony by which the
planters can be restricted in this particular.

Enclosure in No. 121.

GovERNMENT Notice.

His Excellency Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, having received and care-
fully examined the reports from the 12 judicial districts for the month of December, has
directed that the public should be informed, that their contents are highly gratifying and
satisfactory, showing not only the prevalence of perfect tranquillity, but the cheerfulness,

subordination, industry and general good conduct of the labouring population throughout
the whole of this province. His Excellency, in desiring that his congratulations may be
offered to all those interested in the welfare of this Colony, not only at the present state of
their affairs but at their future prospects, has thought proper that their attention should be
particularly requested to the fact of not one single police station having been established,
nor one single police serjeant or policeman having as yet been engaged for the judicial dis-
tricts. The ordinance for the government of the apprenticed labourers directed the forma-
tion of 12 police stations, at each of which one serjeant and 10 policemen were to be quar-
tered. The place of the latter has been supplied by the apprenticed Jabourers themselves.
Constables selected from amongst the labourers (armed with no other weapon than a short
ainted staff, and distinguished from their comrades merely by a red scarf worn over the

shoulder,) afford their unpaid services in maintaining order, and in executing at all hours

the directions of the special justices. Unassisted by policemen, and without the interven-
tion of a single soldier, whether from the regulars or the militia, the laws have been
upheld and maintained during the last four months (and are at this moment upheld and
maintained) by the labourers themselves. It would be difficult, in the annals of the most
civilized and best-informed countries of Europe, to select stronger proofs of the respect and
obedience paid to the laws, than are here daily afforded by the untaught and uneducated
labourers who have so lately been released from the bonds of slavery.

2. The Lieutenant-governor has learned with very considerable regret, that on three estates
in district C, on five in district E, on four in district F, and on one in district B, the

children under six years of age are allowed neither the food, the clothing, nor the medical

assistance to which they were entitled by law previously to the 1st of August. The attor-

nies in charge of these estates have taken a most erroneous view of what they have doubt-

less conceived to be the interest of their employers. The miserable saving of the small
quantity of plantains and of salt. fish which can be consumed by children of such tender

years, ought never to have been put in competition with the anger and discontent which

cannot but be generated in the minds of the parents of the infants alluded to, should any of

their children perish either for want of food properly prepared, or ofa little medicine. It

is a most mistaken idea to expect that the labourers will be induced by such measures to
apprentice their children to the estates. The labourers would rather see their children

perish than take any step which would throw them back again towards a state which (in

their opinion) approximates to slavery. A great deal has been said, and a great deal has
been written, relative to the propriety of importing free labourers. These young children
on the estates are a race of free labourers, than whom no better can be procured. If treated

with kindness and trained with care, they will grow up an attached and a useful body of
free labourers, to the great benefit of the estate on which they may have been brought up,

as well as to the Colony in general. It
3.



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 173

. It has been reported to his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor, that on two estates
in district G, on two estates in district D, and on the greatest number of the estates in
district A, the preedial labourers perform their labour of seven and a half hours by working
four hours in the morning ; after which they are compelled to lay-by for two or for three
hours, and then to work for three hours and a half. This mode of exacting the quantum
of labour due to the employer is of all others the most annoying: and irritating to the
labourer, who is thus deprived of the afternoon, which on every estate, when he works with
diligence, he can otherwise secure forhimself. The Lieutenant-governor has desired that
it should be expressed ashis decided opinion, that this division of the-time the labourer is
4o-work on‘the plantation, should never be resorted to but under some very sufficient and
cogent reasons, and then only for as short a time as possible. It vexes and provok st he
labourer, without in the slightest degree benefiting the estate.

4. The Lieutenant-governor hopes -and trusts that the proprietors and attornies (as the
case may be) of those 13 estates on which food andmedicine are withheld from the chil-
dren under six years of age, as also of those estates on which the labour is exacted from
the predial apprentices in a manner calculated to allow them so little time to themselves,
will, upon due reflection, see thepropriety of their adopting the same line of conduct as has
been pursued by the great majority of their brother colonists.
The West India proprietary body (in Engiand) have pledged themselves to afford every

aid in carrying successfully into effect, a measure not only imperiously called for by the
British Government and the British nation, but which is now the law of the land. The
Lieutenant-governor will be sorry to have to forward to England the names of any estates
in this Colony, whereon measures are adopted which, although perhaps strictly within the
bounds of legality, are at variance with the principles of the Abolition Act,. with a view to
their being communicated to the West India proprietary body; but it is to the general
good his Excellency must look, and not to the interests of individuals. The proprietors
and mortgagees at home must be made acquainted with the names of all such as may obsti-
nately persevere in a line of conduct so detrimental to the real interests of the parties more
deeply concerned, as well as so hostile to the future prosperity and advancement of this
splendid Colony,

‘By Command.

Guiana Public Buildings, (signed) Henry Gloster, Gov. Sec.
22 January 1835.

 

— No. 122, —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to the Earl of Aberdeen,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 4 March 1835.

IT affords me great pleasure to be able to state to your Lordship that the
most complete tranquillity continues to prevail throughout the whole of this
rovince, and that the industry and good will with which the apprenticed
abourers perform their work is now pretty generally acknowledged by even
the mass of the planters themselves. Wherever complaints have been made
against the labourer, it has appeared upon investigation that (in nine cases out
of ten) it has. been the quantum of work attempted to be exacted from them,
and not to labour itself, that the labourers have objected. In very many cases
the labourer was more sinned against than sinning. I do not believe that at
this moment there is a single estate in British Guiana on which a reasonable
proportion of work, commensurate to 74 hours labour, is not performed by the
apprenticed labourers.

T deem it my duty further to remark to your Lordship, that since the Ist of
August there has not been an ‘instance of a white man upon.an estate being
struck or ill-treated ‘by a negro; nor has a single building or cane-field been
maliciously set fire to. These facts speak strongly in favour of the labourers.
On one estate (La Hague) the sea-dam gave way early on a Sunday morning.
The negroes, without waiting to be summoned, ran down in a body with their
tools, and instantly repaired the dam; thus preventing the estate from being
Tuined for several years. The manager (who is a very intelligent and superior
man, and has acquired completely both the confidence and respect of the
people) assured me that the labourers neither asked or expected any remunera-
tion for performing this service. On another estate, called La Bonne Intention,
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the buildings accidentally caught fire. The fire was extinguished by the
exertions and good will of the negroes. The manager assured me that he
was compelled to order the labourers to come down from the tops of the build-
ings, and not expose themselves to the very imminent danger they voluntarily
encountered to preserve their master’s property. With patience, firmness, and
above all good temper, on the part of the justices and of the planters, there
cannot be a reasonable doubt (in my opinion) but that the labourers of this
Colony will continue to perform their duty, and that the produce to be raised
by the industry of the apprenticed labourers will exceed the amount of that
which was formerly obtained from the slaves.

 

— No. 123. —

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to the Earl of
Aberdeen, dated Camp House, Demerara, 13 April 1835.

AWARE of the anxiety ofyour Lordship relative to the state of this Colony,
I cannot allow the present opportunity of writing to England to pass by without
respectfully laying before your Lordship the accompanying reflections (which
I have put together under the head of Memoranda), relative to the quantity of
sugar exported from this river during the last six months. The facts upon
which I have reasoned have been carefully collected from the books of the
custom-house, and justify (in my humble opinion) the most sanguine expecta-
tions as to the future industry of the apprenticed labourers.

Upon the estate close to this town, called the Penitence, and to which I
had occasion to allude in my Despatch of the 4th March, I am happy to be
able to say that every man and every woman are performing their full propor-
tion of work, to the complete satisfaction of the manager, as also of the special
justice in whose particular charge that subdivision of the district in which
plantation La Penitence is situated has been placed. ‘This triumph of mild
but firm measures ought to have a corresponding good effect, and convince
the most obstinate of the propriety of never resorting to extreme measures so
long as any one method of persuasion has been left untried.

I cannot lay before your Lordship a stronger proof of the established tran-
quillity of this Colony, even in the opinions of the colonial members of the
Court of Policy, than by informing your Lordship, that instead of a sergeant
and 10 policemen for each of the 12 judicial districts of this province, we
have not as yet one single policeman. In the estimate for our expenses for
this year, one policeman for each district, at the pay of 300 guilders for the
six months commencing on the Ist July next, has been inserted by the Court
of Policy. These 12 persons (whose services are not to commence until 11
months after the expiration of slavery) will only cost to the Colony, for the
six months of the present year, a total of 257 /., or about 211. 10s. each. The
real truth is, that in no one part of His Majesty’s dominions is the law more
promptly obeyed or the public tranquillity more firmly established.

 

MEMORANDA.

Suavery ceased upon the 1st August 1834; whatever sugar was shipped from this

river during the months of October, November and December 1834, was consequently pro-

duced by the labour of the apprenticed labourers. If we compare the quantity as allude
to, with that shipped during the same periods in former years, (and which was produced by
the labour of slaves), the result will enable us to form some opinion as to the working of

the apprenticed system; Upon
Pp
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Hogsheads.
Upon an average of the three last quarters of the years 1831, 1832 and 1893, the

quantity shipped from hence amounted, for each quarter, to - o7 = = 16,716
As the apprenticed labourers work only 7 3 hours per day, or one-sixth less than

the slaves were liable to be compelled to labour, one-sixth less iproduce, or
3,930 hogsheads of sugar less than the quantity formerly produced in the same
period, ought to be deducted in estimating the produce to be fairly expected,
and which would leave - - - + - - = 2 33,893

But the apprenticed labourers have produced during the last quarter of the 6.58
11834-0005 tte16,587

Beng 264 hogsheads more than it would-appear the planters hada right to
calculate upon. This has been done notwithstanding the very unfavourable
‘weather, and exceeds the quantity produced by slave labour in the same periods
in 1831 and in 1832.—Again :

The average of the number of hogsheads of sugar shipped during the first quarters
of 1831, 1832, 1833 and 1834, amounts per quarter to ~ - - - - 12,088

To estimate what ought to be expected during the first quarter of 1835, deduct
one-sixth of the above, or 2,014 hogsheads, and which leaves - - - 10,074

But the quantity shipped during the 1st quarter of 1835 is = - - = - 11,986
Being above the quantity the planter had aright toexpect,of- - - = 1,912

From the above statement it would appear, that from the river Demerara alone that
4,676 hogsheads of sugar have been shipped during the last six months, more than (with a
diminution of one-sixth of his labour) the planter had a right to expect; and more than
was produced by slave labour during the same periods in 1831 and 1832. If, in reply to
this observation, it should be stated that the planter has paid for extra labour, it may be
remarked, that it has been money well laid out: 4,676 extra hogsheads of sugar fetching
each (in the sugar market) from 20/, to 251, afford a total (even at 20/. each) of 93,520 0.5
aprofit which will surely induce the planter to lay out much larger sums than he has
hitherto done, in the payment of extra and willing labour. ;
The foregoing remarks apply only to Demerara river. The returns from the Berbice

custom-house have not as yet been received. It is, however, understood that the accounts
from Berbice are still more favourable.

12 April 1835. (signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

— No. 124,—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 14 April 1835.
I axe leave respectfully to lay before your Lordship the accompanying Table

or Return, showing the number of apprenticed labourers whose services have
been transferred by sale since the Ist of August. Your Lordship will observe
that the average price of the services of an unattached preedial labourer,
including the claim to compensation, has-been rather more than 1002, sterling ;
and the average price of the same services, the vender retaining the claim to
compensation, has been more than 471. sterling. Your Lordship will -also
temark, that the average price of the services of a non-preedial labourer, and
which services will cease in three years and three months, have sold upon an
average, where the claim to compensation was included, at about 39 1. sterling
each; and in those cases where the vendor has retained his claim to com-
pensation, at about 291. each. This state of things, I beg respectfully to
observe to your Lordship, does not show any depreciation of property, or a
want of confidence in the benefit to be derived from the labour of theapprentices, whether in the field or in the house.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

a!
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TABLE showing the Number of Lasourrers whose Services have been sold since
the ist of August 1834, and the AvEraces Price of such Services, inclusive and
exclusive of the ComPENSATION voted by the British Parliament.

 

 

_ Number. | Amount in Guilders,|Average Price,

By Pusric VENDUE. Guilders,

Inclusive of Compensation :

Predial attached - - - - +{-none-|+ none ~-|]- none.
Ditto unattached - = = = 6 8,850 1475 ~
Non-predial - = = - = = 22 10,979 543 (1

Exclusive of Compensation :

Predial attached - - - - -/-= none -=|]- none -|= none,
Ditto unattached’ - - - - -| 64 - 36,715, - 661 -.
Non-predial - - - -+© = © 33 13,295 403 =

By Execution Sass.

Inclusive of Compensation:

Preedial attached = - - - - -}- none -/- none -j|- none, -
Ditto unattached - - - - -{- none -~/- none -{- none,
Non-predial - - - - - =] + none +/+ none -{- none.

Exclusive of Compensation:

*Predial attached - - - += = 656 493,000 751 =
Ditto unattached = - - - - -|- none -{- none -]- none,
Non-predial - - - + - - 3 860 287 ~   

* The plantations, lands, buildings, stock, machinery, &c. &c., are included in this
amount of 493,000 guilders ;—14 guilders to 1 J. sterling.

(signed) § Henry Gloster.
14 April 1835. Gov. Sec.

 

— No. 125. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to the Earl of Aberdeen.

My Lord, Camp House, Demerara, 25 May 1835.

A Fast-saILine vessel having beencleared out at the Custom-house to sail for
England this day, I avail myself of the opportunity of addressing a few lines to
your Lordship, to report the happy, tranquil and contented state of this Colony.
Everything is going on as well as could be wished. All that foolish excitement
which lately prevailed amongst the white population is at anend. The reaction
has been almost as rapid as was the sudden burst of angry feeling. I trust,
however, that those better sentiments which now prevail will be more per-
manent; and, founded as they are upon witnessing the result of my measures,
and upon the conviction now entertained that I have been actuated by an
anxious desire to promote the welfare of the Colony, I am in hopes that no
future causes of hostility will arise.

Your Lordship will be glad to hear that about 50 labouring men have been
imported into this Colony from Madeira. They are very industrious, and
as yet have given great satisfaction to their employers. ‘They work in the
field, and stand the heat of the sun as well as the negro. The food which they
receive (sweet potatoes, yams or plantains, mixed up with salt fish) is the same
as what they have been accustomed to all their lives. They drink no spirits.
It is understood that a considerable number of these valuable labourers can be
procured at Madeira. Several proprietors have already agreed with masters

0
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of merchant-vessels to stop at Madeira on their voyage out here, and to bring
Madeira labourers to this Colony. I am in hopes that this measure will prove
of the greatest advantage to British Guiana. The apprenticed labourer will
witness a number of freemen working willingly and cheerfully on the same
estate with himself, and contented with a very moderate hire. ‘The character
of the field-labourer cannot but be raised in his own estimation, and in that of
the negroes generally, when they witness free white men willingly submit to
the same employment. ,

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 126, —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg.

My Lord,. Camp House, Demerara, 6 July 1835.
I see leave respectfully to draw your Lordship’s attention to the following

facts, taken from a careful inspection of the custom-house returns of the quar-
ter which ended on the 30th ult., and compared with the similar documents of
the four preceding years for the same period.
The average quantity of sugar entered for exportation at the cnstom-house

of Demerara and of Essequibo, during the June quarters of the four years pre-
ceding the present one, amounts to 10,723 hogsheads per each. As the planter
is entitled to one-sixth less labour from the apprentice than from the slave, one-
sixth less produce might reasonably under present circumstances have been ex--
ected. For the June quarter of the present year, consequently, if 8,926 hogs-

heads of sugar had been entered for exportation, there could have been no just
ground of complaint against the apprenticed labourer. Your Lordship will,
however, learn with pleasure, that 18,189 hogsheads have been entered ; being
2,466 hogsheads more than was produced in the same time under the slave
system, and 4,263 hogsheads above what the planter had a right to calculate
upon with his diminished labour.
The next article to be considered is rum. The average quantity entered

for exportation at the custom-house, for the June quarter of the four preceding
years, is 3,935 puncheons. During the same period of the present year 5,820
puncheons have been entered; being 1,885 puncheons more than was produced
by slave labour, and 2,540 puncheons more than the planter had a right to ex-
pect, keeping in mind that he has only five-sixths of the compulsory labour to
which he was formerly entitled.

Molasses is the next article for exportation; the average quantity of which,
during the June quarters of the four last years, amounted to 5,876 puncheons.
In the June quarter of the present year 5,171 puncheons have been exported ;
being 205 puncheons less than the four preceding quarters, but still 687 pun-
cheons more than, from a diminution of one-sixth of his labour, the planter had
a right to-expect..
The average number ofbags of coffee exported during the same period of the

four preceding years, appears to have been 2,341. In the present year, during
the June quarter, 2,501 bags have been. exported; being 160 bags more than
during the same period’ of’ the four last years of slavery, and 550 bags more
than, with a diminution of one-sixth of the labour upon the estate, the pro-
prietor could have calculated upon.

The culture of cotton has of late years been very much neglected in this
Colony. There are still, however, some cotton estates. During the June
quarters of the four last years of slavery, 808 bales of cotton was the average
exported. During the June quarter of the present year, 931 bales have been
exported; being 123 bales beyond the former average, and 357 bales beyond
what might reasonably have been expected from the apprenticed labourer, with
reference to the reduction of one-sixth of his labour.
278. I take
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I take the liberty of respectfully observing to your Lordship that nothing can
be more satisfactory than the foregoing statements, affording as they do such
irrefragable proofs of the industry and of the good will of the apprenticed
labourer.
The protracted illness of the collector at Berbice has hitherto prevented my

being furnished with similar returns from that district. I understand, how.
ever, that the documents from thence will be even still more gratifying.

Having in the foregoing paragraphs confined my observations to the quan-
tum of produce obtained from the labour of the late slave in his present state
of apprenticeship, I beg leave now to lay before your Lordship my last monthly
reports from my 15 stipendiary magistrates (chairmen of the courts of district
sessions), as to the behaviour and conduct of the apprenticed labourers through-
out their several districts. I beg leave further to draw your Lordship’s atten-
tion to the weekly police reports for the same period from the high sheriff, and
which I take the liberty to forward. From an inspection of these reports your
Lordship would hardly imagine that this is a great shipping port, in which sea-
men and negroes are constantly at work (and in-very.considerable numbers) in
shipping produce and in unloading vessels. As on the one hand, I do not ap.
prehend that there is any part of the King’s dominions in which the population
is more tranquil and industrious than they are in this Colony ; so, on the other,
I feel confident that there is no town of the same extent where there is less
rioting, confusion or disorder than in George Town. In fact, the most perfect
good order and regularity prevail. The police reports afford indisputable
evidence of the truth of my assertions.

I have, &c.
(signed) § J. Carmichael Smyth.

N.B.—I am sorry to find that the reports alluded to in this Despatch, marked
(A.) and (B.), cannot be forwarded by the present opportunity. They shall,
however, be forwarded by the next ship.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.
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COPY of the TRIAL of Damon and Others, in British Guiana, with the GUAR
Protest entered by one of the Court against the Sentence pronounced;
and Despatches from the Secretary of State on that subject. Appendix (A.)

 

 

Trial of Damon
and Others.

No. 1.
 

 

— No. i,—

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Sir J. C. Smyth to Mr. Secretary Spring Rice,
dated Camp House, Demerara, 20th August 1834.

Ix my Despatch of the 9th* inst., I had the honour to report to you that I was about * Sir J.C. Smyth’sto proceed to the Essequibo district, in consequence of the labourers on several estates Despatch of thein that district having refused to work during the hours enjoined by the Ordinance upon 9th August 1834,that subject, andapproved of by His Majesty in Council. r proceeded accordingly to that (No. 114,) p. 156,part of the Essequibo district, called the Arabian coast, upon the 11th inst. The panic was of these Papers.so generally prevalent, that all idea of enforcing obedience to the law seemed to have been
abandoned, and the proclaiming of martial law and the presence of an efficient militaryforce were, with very few exceptions, considered by the planters as their only remainingmeans of safety. I am, however, happy to be able to report, that as soon as I appeared,the constabulary force, supported by the appearance of a few soldiers, was perfectly able tothe preservation of the peace and the restoration of order. Ivisited each estate, and havinexplained to the labourers the absolute necessity of paying due obedience to the law, 1directed a few of the ringleaders who had committed themselves by acts of violence to beapprehended by the constables, and sent to George Town for trial before the SupremeCriminal Court. This measure had at once the desired effect, and the quantum of labouras enjoined by law is now regularly performed by the labourers all over the colony.
The ringleaders who are committed for trial are accused of ringing the church bellduring the night with a view of alarming the inhabitants, of taking possession for threedays of the church and churchyard, and of conspiring together to do no work. I haveissued my Proclamation summoning a session of the Supreme Criminal Court for their

trial. 1 have, however, directed the court not to assemble till the 1§th September, in orderthatafull month may elapse between the commitment of the prisoners and their trial,during which time all alarm and excitement will have had sufficient time to abate, and thecolomial assessors will be able to do their duty in a more cool and unprejudiced manner
than if the trials had immediately takenplace.

I beg leave to lay before you a copy of a Proclamation which I issued upon my returnfrom Essequibo acquainting the inhabitants of this Colony with restoration of tranquillity
by the employment of the civil force only, and pointing out such measures as I deemedit my duty to recommendto. them to adopt to prevent the recurrence of any similar
occurrences.

i hope my conduct in this unpleasant and unexpected conduct on the part of the appren-ticed labourers will meet withHis Majesty’s most gracious approbation.

 

Enclosure in No. 1.

PROCLAMATION by His Excellency Sir J. C. Smyth, Bart. &c. &c. &e.

1, WHEREAs considerable discontent exists amongst the labouring population upon Enclosure izniany estates in consequence of their not having derived so much immediate benefit from No. 1.the late change in their situation as (notwithstanding the full explanations they havereceived) they still (it would appear) imagine they are entitled to: And whereas such mis-conception on the part of the labourers is in a great measure to be traced to their ignoranceof numbers, and to their being unaccustomed to reckon by the fractional parts of aday :And whereas there is no other method of ascertaining when the 73 hours which the labour-ers ought to work per day have elapsed than by the watch of the manager, and in whichmethod, of computing time the labourers cannot be expected to place implicit confidence.Now, having taken those things into my most serious consideration, and being duly im-preasedwith the necessity of making the labourer happy, contented, and grateful for theamount of time which the law leaves at his own dis osal, I do hereby earnestly recommend ‘to atlanded proprietors and to the attornies of absent proprietors to direct the managers
ate on
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on their respective estates to take the 45 hours of labour which the law allows per week at
the rate as formerly of nine hours per day of five days of the week, and to grant to the
labourers the sixth day (Saturday) entirely to themselves. No other arrangement will so
effectually promote that good feeling between the proprietor and the labourer, without which
the cultivation of the soil cannot be permanently carried on with advantage.

2. And whereas on several estates the labourers, under the feelings of disappointment,
and misled by a few obstinate, perverse and ill-disposed characters, were persuaded to
abstain from the performance of any labour during two or three days; I do hereby make
known that in all such cases the supremacy of the law has been upheld, and obedience to
its enactments has been enforced.

3- And whereas during the alarm caused by the cessation of labour on some estates, as
alluded to in the foregoing paragraph, several magistrates and other respectable inhabitants
solicited me to take the necessary measures to cause martial law to be proclaimed in
certain districts in order to put down what appeared to them the commencement of an in-
surrection: I do hereby make known and declare, that had I been so unguarded as to
have listened to such advice and representations, I should have been the cause of much
future mischief to the province. The remedy proposed, however violent in its nature, could
only have had a temporary or ephemeral effect. The existing law arms the special justices
with sufficient power to uphold its enactments. The real cure for the existing discontent
is only to be found in granting to the labourer the weekly aggregate amount of the time
which is now by law at his own disposal in such a way a3 that he may feel thata real
benefit is conferred upon him.

4. And whereas by the 8th section of the 6th chapter of the Ordinance for the govern-
ment and regulation of apprenticed labourers, power is vested in the special justice of the
peace to bind as apprentices the free children of apprenticed labourers, provided it shall
be made to appear that such children are not supplied with an adequate maintenance:
And whereas it has been represented to me that several special justices have taken an
erroneous view of this enactment, and conceive it will be their duty to cause all the free
children of the apprenticed labourers to be bound apprentices ; 1 do hereby declare and
make known, that all and any such compulsory proceedings, were they even legal, would
be highly irritating and impolitic. The truth is, that there can be but very few cases
indeed in which the apprenticed labourers will not be in a situation to supply adequate
maintenance to their infant children. The 14th enactment of the 1st section of the 3d
chapter of the Ordinance for the government of the apprenticed labourers directs that
40 working days shall be allowed to each apprenticed labourer to work upon the land
allotted for his support, in all cases where, in lieu of supplying them with provisions,
the employer prefers that his labourers should provide for themselves. As in this case
the law contemplates that an adult labourer can supply himself with food for 365 days
by labouring only 40 days, it never can be affirmed that a labourer and his wife, out of
the labour of 52 days which they will each have at their own disposal, will not be able
to provide for one or two children under six years of age. These considerations induce
me to press the more strongly upon the proprietors and their attornies the policy, and
almost ‘the necessity, of granting the complete day to the apprenticed labourers; and
which day such of the apprenticed labourers (as are parents) will be glad to employ im
working for wages on the estates to enable them to provide for their young children.

§. And whereas with whatever comparative ease labour may be enforced during the six years
of predial apprenticeship, yet as it is evident that no cultivation can be permanently carried
on by free people without the existence ofa mutual good feeling between the employer and
the labourer, 1 am the more anxious to impress upon the landed proprietors the necessity of
laying the foundation of that reciprocal confidence with as little delay as possible. No
legislative enactment can effect this most desirable object. It can only be attained by
causing all those rights and privileges to which the apprenticed labourers are now entitled
by law to be granted to them on the different estates with cheerfulness, and in the manner
most gratifying to their feelings.

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the King’s House in George Town, British
Guiana, this 16th day of August 1834, and in the fifth year of His Majesty’s reign.—
God save the King.

 

~—No.2. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Lieutenant-Governor
Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street, 1 November 1834.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 20th August last,
reporting the result of your visit to the district of Essequibo, in consequence of a disturb-
ance amongst the labourers.

I approve of your having proceeded in person to the disturbed districts, and as you were
enabled to report that the constabulary force, assisted by a few soldiers, were sufficient to
‘maintain order, it would appear that you acted with sound discretion in declining to pro-
claim martial law.

I feel sincere satisfaction at being informed by you that the quantum of labour required
by law is now regularly performed by the labourers all over-the Colony, though I thinkue
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right, however, to add that there is very great alarm felt by the proprietors resident in Eng-
land and by persons otherwise interested in Demerara property.
The offence of taking possession of the church and churchyard for the purpose of resist-

ance, and the mode adopted of making signals in order to bring the negro population into
combined action, exhibit a very formidable state of concert, and should on conviction be
followed by severe punishments. Whilst 1 am confident that the postponement of the
trials of the offenders was directed with the best intentions, in order to await a time ofcalm, when justice might be administered free of all excitement, I much regret that such
postponement should have taken place. In cases of danger and of insubordination, the
promptness with which justice is administered is one of the most effectual means of deter-
ring from crime.
You will not collect from the observations which I have thus felt it mydutyto make,

that I have any doubt of its beingfort bounden duty, as I know it will be your inclination,
to enforce as strictly the rights of the labourers as those of the employer. But in both
cases prudence and caution, as well as promptness and decision, are Tequired, and it is of
incalculable importance to the success of the great work of emancipation, that the feelings
of all parties should be respected, and that the planters and proprietors should be prepared
to lend not only a full but a willing obedience to the law. In the administration of the
Act, the impartiality of its provisions, and of the rights and the obligations which it created,
should never be forgotten; and you will not fail to assure the employers of all classes
that it is no less the desire and intention of His Majesty’s Government that the most efficient
protection should be afforded to their persons and properties by all the means which are at
your disposal, than it is the determination of theGovernment to secure for the labourer all
the advantages conferred upon him by the Abolition Act.

Discretion and prudence on your part, and a conciliatory spirit manifested towards all
classes, may, I trust, secure for British Guiana the same happy results which have been
already obtained in many of the other Colonial possessions of His Majesty.

 

— No. 3. —

Extracts of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to theRight Hon. Thomas Spring Rice, dated Camp House, Demerara, 12 Oct. 1834.

Wiru reference to thy Despatch of the 2oth August, I have to report to you, that theSupreme Court of Criminal Justice, specially convened by me for the purpose of trying theapprenticed labourers accused of assembling together in considerable numbers in thessequibo district, and of conducting themselves in a riotous and seditious manner, havefinished their labours. They have condemned one apprenticed labourer to suffer death,four to be transported, and 32 to suffer corporal punishment and an imprisonment more orless severe according to their degree of guilt. I have given the question of the proprietyand of the policy of carrying their sentences into execution my most serious and my mostattentive consideration. I have arrived at the conclusion that the most humane plan willbe to allow the sentence of the Supreme Court to be carried into execution with respect to
the unfortunate man condemned to death, as also with respect to those four sentenced tobe transported, and to extend His Majesty’s free pardon to ail those condemned to corpo-ral punishment. These severe public floggings only excite horror and disgust. Theobe-dience and tranquillity they procure are of a very uncertain and temporary nature; a thirstfor revenge and a desire to resist what they cannot but conceive a cruel oppression aremore likely to be generated by severe public floggings (in the minds of the apprenticedlabourers) than by any other mode of proceeding which could be adopted. Such illegaland such numerous meetings of apprenticed labourers as took place on the Essequibodistrict must nevertheless be put down. The preservation of the public tranquillity, thelives of the apprenticed labourers themselves, demand an example to uphold the supre-macy of the law. I have therefore determined to allow the law to take its course withrespect to the apprenticed labourer condemned to lose his life, as also with respect to thosefour sentenced to be transported to New South Wales.

I beg to lay before you a copy of a Proclamation which I have issued upon the subject,‘and whichI hope will meet with His Majesty’s approbation.

 

Enclosure in No. 3.

PROCLAMATION by His Excellency Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart.,
K.c.B., &e. &e,

Wnerras the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice, assembled in obedience to my Pro-lamation of the ed of September last, in a special session, at the Court House, inGeorge
own, have concluded their labours; and whereas aftera patient and impartial trial (inwhich they had the benefit of being assisted and defended AY able counsel) the followinPrisoners have been found guilty ofthe crimes with which they were severally charged, anave been sentenced as follows 3 viz.
278,
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Damon, of plantation Richmond, an apprenticed labourer, convicted of seditious riots
and disturbances against the public peace, has been condemned to be taken to the place
of execution and there to be hanged by the neck, on the 13th instant, until dead.

Frederick, of plantation Devonshire Castle, an apprenticed labourer, has been convicted
of the same crimes, and has been condemned to be transported to His Majesty's colony of
New South Wales, and to be kept there to hard labour for the term of his natural life.

Fothergill, of plantation La Belle Alliance, an apprenticed labourer, has been convicted
of the same crimes, and has been condemned to be transported to His Majesty’s colony of
New South Wales, and to be there kept to hard labour for the term of 14 years.

Bob, of plantation Lima, an apprenticed labourer, has been convicted of the same crimes,

(with the exception of the words sticks and staves, in the third count of the indictment,)

and has been condemned to be transported to His Majesty’s colony of New South Wales, and
to be there kept to hard labour for the term of 14 years.

William, an apprenticed labourer, in the employ of Theobald Featherstone, esq., has been
convicted of exciting others to sedition, and has been condemned to be transported to His
Majesty’s colony of New South Wales, there to be kept to hard labour for the term of
14 years.
tNow, having taken the foregoing sentences into my most serious consideration, being

- duly impressed (on the one side) with the necessity of maintaining public tranquillity, and
being anxious (on the other) to carry into effect His Most Gracious Majesty’s benign orders
to temper, upon alloccasions, justice with mercy, I do hereby make known and declare, that
the sentence awarded to the convict Damon will be carried into execution on the 13th
instant; and that the convicts Frederick, Fothergill, Bob and ‘William, sentenced to be
transported, the first for life and the others for 14 years each, will be sent to their place’ of
destination by the earliest opportunity. I trust that the examples afforded by the fate of
these five rash and ill-judging men will be sufficient to uphold the supremacy of the law,
Under this impression, and being desirous to save the remainder of the convict labourers
from the disgrace, pain and infamy of the public floggings (more or less severe) to which
they have been severally sentenced, and in the ardent hope that mild and conciliatory mea-
sures will prove much more lasting incentives towards good and industrious conduct in
future than can be obtained by the terror of the lash, and by degrading exhibitions of corporal
punishment and of bodily sufferings, I do hereby extend His Majesty’s free pardon to the
32 apprenticed labourers sentenced by the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice to imprison-
ment and to be publicly flogged.
And whereas it not only appears upon the minutes of the trials of these apprenticed

labourers, but also from special and detailed depositions upon oath, which have been for-
warded to me, that upon several estates the pigs belonging to the apprenticed labourers of
those estates have been slaughtered since the ist of August (on one estate 65 were killed
on the morning of Sunday, the 3d of August,) I do hereby make known that the docu-
mentary evidence relative to these transactions has been placed in the hands of His
Majesty’s attorney-general, with instructions to proceed with the utmost rigour of the law
against all persons accused of having thus injured the property of their humble depen-
dents. Being, however, anxious to encourage and to introduce a better feeling upon each
and every estate (if possible) throughout the province, between the employer and_ the
labourer, I am willing to draw a veil over these and such similar transactions as may have
taken place under the state of excitement which has more or less prevailed since the 1st of
August: provided, nevertheless, that the complete value of the pigs and poultry destroyed
be, in all cases and without loss oftime, made good to the labourers, to the entire satisfaction
of the chairman or stipendiary justice of the district.

I wish, lastly, to avail myself of the present opportunity of again impressing upon the
minds of the Colonists in geneval the absolute necessity of temper, conciliation, kindness
and forbearance towards the labouring population. Such conduct on their part is fully as
necessary for the prosperity of this magnificent province, as the subordination and obedience
of the labourer. The latter, in fact, cannot be maintained without the former. There have
been but too many references to district courts, and but too many trials which might have
been avoided. As, however, the late excitement has now happily subsided, I trust that in
future the obedience of the labourers will be cheerful, and the conduct of each and every
employer kind and conciliatory.
Given under my hand and seal, at the Guiana Public Buildings, in George Town, British

Guiana, this 11th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1834, and in the fifth year of
His Majesty’s reign.—God save the King.

By HisExcellency’s command,
(signed) = Henry Gloster, Gov. Secretary.

 

— No. 4. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir J. Carmichael Smyth to the
Right Hon. Thomas Spring Rice, dated Camp House, Demerara, 18 October 1834.

I HEREWITH transmit copies of the notes of the Chief Justice and of his reports to me
upon the cases of the apprenticed labourers, Damon, Frederick, Fothergill, Bob and William.

I have to report that the sentence of death adjudged to Damon has been carried into
effect. The four prisoners sentenced to be transported will be sent to London in the ship by

whic
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which this Despatch will be forwarded; the master of which has entered into an engage-
ment to deliver them in London to the order ofthe Right Honourable the Secretary of Statefor the Home Department. In addition to the judges’ notes and reports, I have addedcopies of the indictments and of the convictions in the case of the four men under sentenceof transportation.
 

Enclosure 1, in No. 4.

Sir, __ Presidency, George Town, 3 October 1834.
I nave had the honour to receive yesterday your Excellency’s letter of the ist instant,. and, in reply, have to state, that Damon, Frederick and Fothergill were, in my opinion,legally convicted in due course of law. ;
[ have since those trials thought much and anxiously on the subject, but regret to state

that, in my opinion, no reasons exist for the total or partial remission or commutation ofany of those sentences.
I have, &c.

To His Excellency (signed) © Charles Wray.
Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart.,

Lieutenant-governor, &c. &c. A true copy, whichI certify,
Henry Gloster, Government Secretary.
 

Enclosure 2, in No. 4.

Sir, Presidency, George Town, 9 October 1834.In answer to your Excellency’s letter of the 3d instant, I have the honour to forward mynotes in the cases of Bob and William, together with copy of the indictments and sen-tences, and the remarks of Mr. Justice Willis on the sentence of William.In my opinion their convictions: were obtained in due course of law. I regret to addthat, in my opinion, no reason exists for the total or partial remission or commutation ofeither of those sentences.

I have, &e.
To His Excellency (signed) Charles Wray.Sir James Carmichael Smyth, Bart., ; ;

Lieutenant-governor, &c. &c. A true copy, whichI certify,
Henry Gloster, Government Secretary.
 

Enclosure 3, in No. 4.

ELEVENTH CRIMINAL SESSION.

Demerara and \ In the Honourable the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice in and forEssequibo, to wit. the District of Demerara and Essequibo, in the Colony of BritishGuiana. William Arrindell, His Majesty’s Attorney-General in and for the Colony ofBritish Guiana, Ratione Officii, versus Damon, Adonis, otherwise Donis, and Chance,apprenticed labourers, attached to Plantation. Richmond; Fothergill, an a prenticedlabourer, attached to Plantation La Belle Alliance; Frederick, an apprenticed labourer,attached to Plantation Devonshire Castle; Billy, an apprenticed labourer, attached toFlantation Exmouth; and Peter, an apprenticed labourer, attached to PlantationCoffeerove.

His Majesty’s attorney-general in and for the Colony of British Guiana, ratione officii,giveth the court here to understand and be informed, that Damon, Adonis, otherwise Donis,and Chance, apprenticed labourers, of plantation Richmond, in the parish of the Trinity, inthe district of Demerara and Essequibo, in the Colony of British Guiana, and within theurisdiction of the Honourable the Supreme Court cf Criminal Justice of said district;othergill, an apprenticed labourer, of Plantation La Belle Alliance, in the parish aforesaid,in the districtaforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid ; Frederick, an apprenticedlabourer, of plantation Devonshire Castle, in the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid,and within the jurisdiction aforesaid; Billy, an apprenticed labourer, of plantation Exmouth,in the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jerisdiction aforesaid ; andPeter, of plantation Coffee Grove, in the parish aforesaid, in ihe district aforesaid, andwithin the jurisdiction aforesaid; being persons of evil, seditious and turbulentdispositions,and maliciously intending and endeavouring to disturb the tranquillity, good order andFrvcrament of this Colony, and to endanger the persons and property of a great number of18 Majesty’s quiet and peaceable subjects, did, on the first day of August, in the fifth yearof thereign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, and on divers other days and timesbetween that day and the 12th day of the said month of August in that year, at the parishaforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully,wickedly and maliciously intend, devise and endeavour, as much as in them lay, to raise andCreate msurrections, riots and tumults within this Colony, for the disturbance of Hissays peace, and to the great terror and annoyance of his liege and peaceable subjects;'e
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and that the said Damon, Chance, Adonis, otherwise Donis, Fothergill, Frederick, Billy
and Peter, in prosecution of their said wicked intention and purpose, and for the effecting
and accomplishing thereof, on the said first day of August, in the year aforesaid, and on the
said other days and times, at the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the
jurisdiction aforesaid, with force and arms, unlawfully, wickedly and maliciously incited,
encouraged, and, as much as in them lay, endeavoured and laboured to persuade, instigate
and prevail on divers liege subjects of our said Lord the King, whose names to the attorney-
general aforesaid are as yet unknown, inhabiting in the said parish of the Trinity, and in
the neighbourhood of the same, with force and arms unlawfully, riotously and tamultuously
to assemble and gather together to disturb the peace of our said Lord the King, and to
injure and annoy a great number of thepeaceable subjects of our said Lord the King in
their persons and properties, and that by means and in pursuance of the said wicked.
instigation and endeavouring of the said Damon, Adonis, otherwise Donis, Chance, Fother-
gill, Frederick, Billy and Peter, a great number of persons, to the number of 100 and more,
to the attorney-general aforesaid as yet unknown, afterwards, to wit, on the ninth day of
the said month of August, in the year aforesaid, with force and arms, at the parish aforesaid,
in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully, riotously,
routously and tumultuously assembled and gathered together to disturb the peace of our
said Lord the King; and, being so assembled and gathered together, did then and there
unlawfully, riotously, routously and tumultuously continue together in a riotous and
tumultuous manner for a long time, that is to say, for the space of three days then next
following, and during all that time committed many great, violent and enormous outrages,
in breach of the peace of our said Lord the King, to the very great terror, disturbance and
grievance, not only of many of His said Majesty’s quiet and_ peaceable subjects then inha-

iting and residing there, but also of all other of His said Majesty’s quiet and peaceable
subjects then and there passing and repassing in and about their lawful affairs and business,
in contempt of our said Lord the King, in open violation of the laws, gcod order and govern-
ment of this Colony, to the evit and pernicious example of all others in the like case
offending, and against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. And
His Majesty’s attorney-general in and for the Colony of British Guiana, ratione officii,
giveth the court here fusther to understand and be informed, that the said Damon, Adonis,
otherwise Donis, Chance, Fothergill, Frederick, Billy and Peter, being such persons as
aforesaid, and unlawfully, maliciously and wickedly devising, intending and endeavouring
to disturb the peace ofour said Lord the King, and to cause other insurrections, riots and
tumults within the Colony, to the great terror, annoyance and disturbance of His Majesty’s
liege and peaceable subjects, afterwards, to wit, on the first day of August in the year
aforesaid, and on divers other days and times between that day and 12th day of the said
month of August in that year, at the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within
the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully, wickedly and maliciously incited, stirred up, and as
much as in them lay endeavoured and laboured to persuade a great number of other liege
subjects of our said Lord the King, whose names to the Attorney-general aforesaid are as
yet unknown, with force and arms, unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously to assemble and
gather together to disturb the peace of our Lord the King, and to terrify, annoy, disturb
and injure many other ofHis said Majesty’s liege, peaceable and quiet subjects, in con-
tempt of our said Lord the King, in open violation of the law, good order and government
of this Colony, to the evil and pernicious example of all others in the like case offending,
and against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. And His Majesty’s
attorney-general in and for the Colony aforesaid, giveth the court here further to under-
stand and be informed, that the said Damon, Adonis, otherwise Donis, Chance, Fothergill,
Frederick, Billy and Peter, together with divers other evil-disposed persons, to the number
of 300 and more, to the attorney-general aforesaid unknown, on the ninth day of
August in the year aforesaid, with force and arms, to wit, with sticks, staves, and other
offensive weapons, and with flags and colours erected and flying, at the parish aforesaid, in
the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully, riotously and
routously did assemble and gather together to disturb the peace of our said Lord the King,
and being so assembled and gathered together, armed as last aforesaid, did then and there
unlawfully, riotously and routously, make a t noise, riot and disturbance, and did then and
there remain and continue armed as last aforesaid, making such noise, riot and disturbance
for the space of two days and more then next following, to the great disturbance and terror
not only of the liege subjects of our said Lord the King then being and residing, but of all
other the liege subjects of our said Lord the King then passing and repassing in and along
the King’s common highway there, in contempt of our said Lord the King and his laws,
to the evil example of all others in the like case offending, and against the peace of our
said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. And His Majesty’s attorney-general in and
for the Colony aforesaid, giveth the court here further to understand and be informed, that
the said Damon, Chance, Adonis, otherwise Donis, Fothergill, Frederick, Billy and Peter,
together with divers other evil-disposed persons, to the number of 300 and more, to the
attorney-general aforesaid unknown, on the ninth day of August in the year aforesaid,
with force and arms, to wit, with flags and colours erected and flying, at the parish afore-
said, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully, riotously
and routousty did assemble and gather together to disturb the peace of our said Lord the
King; and, being so assembled and gathered together as last aforesaid, did there and then
unlawfully, riotously and routously, make a great noise, riot and disturbance, and did then
and there remain and continue, with the said flag and colours erected and flying, making
such noise, riot and disturbance for the space of two days then next following,tethe grent

isturbance
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disturbance and terror not only of the liege subjects of our said Lord the King then being
and residing, but of all others the liege subjects of our said Lord the King then passing
and repassing in and along the King’s common highway there, in contempt of our said
Lord the King and his laws, to the evil example of all others in the like caseoffending,
and against the peace of our said Lord theKing. his crown and dignity.

(signed) uliam Arrindell, Attorney-general, R. O.

 

The accused, Damon, pleaded not guilty.
The accused, Adonis, otherwise Donis, pleaded notguilty.
The accused, Chance, pleaded not guilty.
The accused, Fothergill, pleaded not guilty.
The accused, Frederick, pleaded not guilty,
The accused, Billy, pleaded not guilty,
The accused, Peter, pleaded not guilty.

The court unanimously find all the prisoners guilty on the first, second and fourth counts
of this indictment, and on the third count with the exception of the words “ sticks and
staves.”"
His Honour Charles Wray, Chief Justice; His Honour J. Walpole Willis, First Puisne

Judge; His Honour Samuel Firebrace, Second Puisne Judge; Mr. R. Buchan, Mr. N. M.
Manget, Mr. George Booker, Assessors.

( His Honour the Chief Justice ~ - Death.
Nine months’ imprisonment, and

His Honour the First Puisne Judge - { hard labour every alternate weekD . Q on the tread-mill.
amon =") His Honour the Second Puisne Judge Death.

Mr. R. Buchan -  - = = Death.
Mr. N. M. Manget - - - «= Death.
Mr. George Booker- - - «+ Death.

His Honour the Chief Justice - | - Transportation for life.
" Nine months’ imprisonment, and

His Honour the First Puisne Judge -4 hard labour every alternate week
Frederick - ; . on the tread-mill.

His Honour the Second Puisne Judge Transportation for life.

_
e
n

Mr. R. Buchan - - ditto.
Mr. N. M. Manget - - - - ditto.
Mr.George Booker- - - = © ditto.

™~ His Honour the Chief Justice - | - Transportation for 14 years.
Nine months’ imprisonment, and

His Honour the First Puisne Judge -{ hard labour every alternate week
Fotheroill - ¢ on the tread-mill.

gu His Honour the Second Puisne Judge Transportation for 14 years.
Mr. R. Buchan - = = 6 ditto.
Mr.N.M.Manget- - - = «- ditto. | Mr. George Booker- - - = - ditto.

( His Honour the Chief Justice - {Onemonths imprisonment, and

Six months’ imprisonment, .andAdonis His Honour the First Puisne Jndge - J” hard labour on tread-mill.

 
ont. His Honour the Second Puisne Jadge (omens impnisonment, and

Mr.R. Buchan .- - - «| ditto.
Mr.N.M.Manget- - - = «- ditto.

. Mr. George Booker- - - = - ditto.

[ His Honour the Chief Justice - _ - {Onemonth’s imprisonment, and
Peter | His Honour the First Puisne Judge - {Threeanges’ imprisonment, and
and . . One month’s imprisonment, andBilly. His Honour the Second Puisne Judge 100 lashes. ?

} Mr. R. Buchan - 2 - -@ ditto.
Mr.N.M.Manget- - - = - ditto.

. Mr. George Booker- - - - ditto.

SENTENCE.
The court condemns the prisoner Damon to be taken hence to the place from whence he

came, and on Monday the 13th day of October proximo, to be taken thence to the place of‘xecution, and there to be hanged by the neck until dead. .he court condemns the prisoner Frederick to be transported beyond the seas to His
278, Majesty’s
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Majesty’s Colony of New South Wales, and there to remain and kept to hard labour for the
term of his natural life.
The court condemns the prisoner Fothergill to be transported beyond the seas to His

Majesty’s Colony of New South Wales, and there to remain and kept to hard labour for the
term of 14 years.
The court condemns the prisoners Adonis and Chance to be imprisoned in His Majesty’s

gaol of this district for the space of one calendar month, and during the period of such
imprisonment to be publicly floggedin the market-place of George Town, by receiving each
200 lashes with a cat-o’-nine-tails on their bare back
The court condemns the prisoners Billy and Peter to be imprisoned in His Majesty’s

gaol of this district forthe space of one calendar month, and during the period of such
imprisonment to be publicly flogged in the market-place of George Town, by receiving each
100 lashes with a cat-o’-nine-tails on their bare back.
Thus done at the 11th Session of the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice, held at the

Court House, Guiana Public Buildings, George Town, Demerara, this 26th day of Sep- .
tember 1834.

(signed) Charles Wray, C. J.
John Walpole Willis, J.
Samuel Firebrace, J.
R. Buchan.
N. M. Manget.
George Booker.

By the Court,
(signed) Charles Wilday, Registrar.

 

I voted Guilty With regard to the punishment, I voted Damon, Frederick and Fother-
gill each nine months’ imprisonment, with hard labour every alternate week on the tread-
mill; Chance and Adonis six months, with hard labour on the tread-mill in the same man-
ner; and Billy and Peter three months, with hard labour, and tread-mill in like manner
also.

I gave my reasons for my vote with regard to the punishment of the prisoners in the
following words:
“I think it right to state the reasons for the vote I have given respecting the sen-

tence of these prisoners. That there was a tumultuous assembly, an unarmed mob, of
which the prisoners at the bar formed a part, has, I think, been sufficiently proved. 1 say
an unarmed mob as a matter of fact, not of legal inference, because it has been proved
by the first witness that he never saw a weapon in any of their hands. The tumultuous
meeting took place shortly after the advent of a much-written of period, whence a material
change was to take place in the conditions of the labouring population; a change which
does not appear to me to have been altogether distinctly comprehended, although fre-
quently attempted to be explained; a change naturally productive of more than ordinary
excitement. These negroes appear to me to have distrusted those vested with authority in
their immediate neighbourhood, and to have relied upon the Governor or the King for that
redress which they erroneously conceived they were entitled to. They seem indeed at once
to have yielded that implicit obedience to his Excellency the Governor which they long
and contumaciously refused to pay to the civil, and I may add also, to the display of the
military power: at the command of his Excellency they at once dispersed. Many circum-
stances aggravating the crimes of the prisoners have been brought to the notice of the court
by the evidence of negroes who were themselves concerned in this untoward business.
Let me here say a few words as to negro evidence. The negroes at present are,I fear, in
general but slightly impressed with the sacred obligation of an oath: of this in the present
case the witness Natt is an instance. How then can truth be expected where there is no
conscientious conviction of the sin and danger of perjury? The negroes are also destitute
of education; so ignorant indeed that they can with difficulty discriminate between right
and wrong, or detail an ordinary statement with reasonable accuracy. I think the tes-
mony of the witness Jonathan, when he swears ‘ there was no shouting ;’ of Jackey, with
respect to his sleeping and the ringing of the church bell; and of Natt, who says, ‘ they
went to church on Friday, and staid there a whole week,’ fully warrants these observations.
But in this case the negro evidence is not in many instances what may be termed pure
negro evidence: it is the evidence of negroes who, by their own statements, are accomplices
and participators in the offence; not pardoned accomplices, but men swearing for their
pardon, liable to be tried for the same offence, and convicted on their own admissions.

think their testimony therefore entitled to very little credence. 1 cannot help noticing, as
an importaut feature in this case, the declaration of this deluded mob when they expected
to be fired upon by the soldiers: they cried out, ‘The soldiers might shoot them or kill
them; they are unarmed, they could die but once.” No active resistance to the military,.
notwithstanding the overpowering multitude of the mob, was even for a moment thought of
or contemplated.
“It is, however, most true that all the prisoners are proved to have been present at this

unlawful meeting, and that Frederick as spokesman, Damon as captain, togetherwith

Fothergill, and Adonis and Chance as subordinates to Damon, were prominent in this
disgraceful mob. Billy and Peter were also parties. The offence is one of considerable

magnitude,
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. magnitude, but in the measure of punishment the several circumstances must be well con-
sidered. Punishment, however, is indispensable. These deluded men must be convinced
that it is not only their duty to obey the laws, but also to respect the authority of those under
whose more immediate control the laws have placed them. On the present occasion, how-
ever, I am inclined to temper the sentence with a leniency that can never again be expected.
I wish to try, to use the words of the late Secretary of State for the Colonies, ‘ the firm
but gentle influence of legitimate authority.’ Looking at the principle but not the law,
for the law has been repudiated by the attorney-general, who has not thought fit to proceed
under it; looking, I say, at the principle of the seventh chap. of the Model Draft, as
carried into effect by the sixth chap. of the local Ordinance (confirmed by His Majesty in
Council, in conformity with the Abolition Act), with regard to the punishments for a similar
offence to the present; looking also, as I conceive I have every right to do, to the punish-
ment elsewhere inflicted by courts acting on similar maxims of law under the like circum-
stances, I have been led to award the punishments to the prisoners declared by my vote.
In the case of the Haddington rioters, 16 July 1831 (Alison, P- 315), it appeared that a
mob surrounded the court-house at Haddington, where two prisoners, apprehended for an
outrage at Greenlaw election, were under examination before the sheriff depute of the
county, broke open the door of the court-house with a great beam used as a battering
ram, and carried off the culprits in triumph. This offence was visited with 18 months’
imprisonment; not imprisonment and hard labour, but simply imprisonment. On the 18th
of July 1831, Ralph Forrester, one of the Reform rioters on the North Bridge of Edinburgh,
where an attempt was made, though not by him, to throw the Lord Provost over the
North Bridge, was sentenced to nine months’ hard labour in Bridewell (Alison, §27).
These, be it observed, were very active riots, the mob attempting, in the latter instance, the
life of the chief magistrate of the northern metropolis of Britain; riots too by persons far
more advanced in civilization than the wretched prisoners at the bar. In conclusion, I
would observe, that, notwithstanding the earnest manner in which Mr. Arrindell deprecated
the court, even looking at the principle with regard to the punishment of offences like the
present, as contained in the local Ordinance, that I do not know of any case where a pro-
secutor might have proceeded either under a statute or at common law, and has, as in this
case, elected to proceed according to the latter, that a larger degree of punishment than
that prescribed by the statute, although the statute be not acted upon, has been awarded.
If there be any such cases, | am not aware of them. I do not say that this may not be done;
I ply say that [ do not remember that it ever has been done, and at present I should not
like to do it,
“I have to request these observations may be placed on the Minutes, and an official copy

transmitted to His Excellency the Governor.”
The observations were placed on the Minutes without reading them publicly, on the

suggestion of the Court that this course would be more expedient.

26 September 1834. (signed) John Walpole Wiilis, J.

A true copy, quod attestor,
(signed) Charles Wilday, Registrar.
 

EvLRvENTH CriMINAL Session,

Exrract from the CRIMINAL NOTE BOOK of His Honour the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Demerara and Essequibo.

Tuesday, the 23d September 1834.
(After Prayers.)

William Arrindell, His Majesty’s Attorney-general in and for the Colony of British Guiana,
ratione officii, versus Damon, Adonis, Chance, Fothergill, Frederick, Billy and Peter.

Charles Bean.—I reside on plantation Richmond, Trinity parish, Essequibo. I know
_ the prisoner Damon; he is since the 1st of August an apprenticed labourer, attached to

plantation Richmond. I know Adonis; he is the same; and also Chance. On Saturday
the gth August the apprenticed labourers of Richmond all struck work, and towards the
evening they began to congregate, combined with the gangs of several other estates. They
assembled in large numbers in the churchyard, to the amount of several hundreds; also on
the public road. Their number increased so fast that many of the managers and overseers
of other estates came to Richmond to report the danger. At Richmond there were one or
two special magistrates. On the report of the managers and overseers we thought it right
to send to the post at Capoey to call in the aid of His Majesty’s troops which are there sta-
toned, and also to send another representation to his Excellency the Governor. Many of

€ gang had been four or five days previously to that in a state of insubordination, having
struck work altogether. Captain Grove, of the 25th regiment, marched from Capoey to
1a Belle Alliance from 40 to43 men. I saw them quartered at La Belle Alliance. TheNoters continued in possession of the roads and churchyard between 12 and 1 o’clock, when
theinhabitants were alarmed by a violent ringing of the church bell, and loud shouting,which lasted about a quarter of an hour. I went over there the next morning to the church-
yard, where they were assembled in large numbers. I went among them into the church-
yard. I was on horseback, and went close round the church steps; they mustered round
me in large numbers, many hundreds. I endeavoured to persuade them to return to their
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plantations and obey the law. The prisoner Frederick addressed me in the name of the
people round me, so far that he appealed to the people round me, who approved of what he
said. Frederick said it was not the true law; they were all freemen, and would not be
bound. I did not notice at that time any of the other prisoners. I was with the people
from about half-past seven to half-past eight. Frederick also said they wished to see the
Governor. He spoke of his own condition, and of the people round him both. I asked
him if they would obey the Governor if he did come down? The reply of Frederick, in the
name of’the rest was, “ They must see him first.” I then told him that when the Governor
came he could not tell them anything different from what I had told them, anything different
from the law, which hadalready been explained to them; that they were bound. appren-
tices for six years, and must work seven and a half hours a day during that period. On
that they set up a loud shout, and I left them, finding I could make no impression. Frede-
rick was spokesman throughout; but I add that when many of the crowd appeared to be
very rude and violent, he silenced them and kept them in order. I never saw a weapon in
any one of their hands at that time. I saw two or three flags; one flag was hoisted, and
the others on the ground in a shed. One large flag on the ground appeared to be perfectly
new ; it was a white flag, with a dark St. Andrew’s cross on it. The hoisted flag was ona
pole near the church door; the pole was about 20 feet long. The pole was fixed in the
ground. WhenI first went into the churchyard there were from 200 to 300 there, after-
wards they increased to about 600 to 700: this was on Sunday morning. They certainly:
did not assemble for the purpose of attending the church, because they had been there from
the evening before. I saw crowds im the yard that evening and on the public road, and on
the bridges leading to the church, to the amount of many hundreds. About six o’clock on
the same Sunday i sent for the constables of Richmond, and went down attended by them
to the churchyard, intending to clear it and take the flag. I am a justice of the peace, but
not a special magistrate. On arriving at the churchyard I found comparatively few people
there, whom I addressed. There were not more than 50 at the time I got there. I told
them I had come there to clear the churchyard ; that there must not be any more breaches
of the peace like on the preceding evening. I warned them ; I told them I came as a magis-
trate and in the King’s name to preserve the peace and to clear the churchyard, that there
might be no more hoisting of flags and ringing of bells. They refused to obey, and I
ordered the constables to seize the flags and flag-staffs ; there were two then, but not hoisted,
Whilst I was doing this they congregated in very large numbers, and two of the prisoners,
Chance and Damon, were conspicuous. There was a great scuffle in opposing the consta-
bles, and Chance and Damon were prominent in it, and some of the constables were beat.
The constables got the flag-staffs, but they were broken in the scuffle, and two of the
rioters whom the constables had seized were rescued from them. I believe they did not get
the flags, as I saw one hoisted again; that was about an hour after. Findingfcould make
no impression against such numbers, I told them [ should call in His Majesty’s troops to
clear the yard. Chance and Damon were there then. Captain Grove and myself, after con-
sulting, marched the troops down to the churchyard. By this time the numbers were very
great; I should think not less than 1,000. I again exhorted them in the King’s name to
clear the churchyard. Many voices cried out “that they might shoot them or kill them,
that they were unarmed, and could die but once.” It was then dark, and the number so
great J could not discover any of the prisoners. I left Chance and Damon amongst them
when I went up to Captain Grove, and was not away more than 20 minutes. Previous to
drawing the troops out against them I tried to get hold of the flag-staff and flag, which they
had hoisted in the mean time; but the constables could make no impression. After con-
sulting with Captain Grove, we thought the responsibility too great to fire on an unarmed
multitude of men, women and children, particularly as the Governor was expected there the
next day; and J again addressed them, demanding they should pull down the flag, and
promise they would not ring the bell, or make a shouting, andthat I would in that case
withdraw the troops until the Governor came. They promised to do this, and the troops
went back to their quarters. . I remained a few minutes, and they again hoisted a flag which
they hadpreviously taken down. At nine o’clock I went home. I saw the same crowd
going backwards and forwards on Monday, and in the churchyard. ‘The flag was hoisted
all the day on a very large staff, and I saw sentries near the flag-staff. I rode by several
times, but did not address them. I cannot sayI saw any of the prisoners there on the .
Monday. On the Monday afternoon they saw the steam-boat coming, and a number went
down to the stelling; I think Fothergill was marshalling them on the stelling, but I cannot
swear that he was the man. They were put in regular rows like a guard on the stelling on
each side; there were a great number of others, and when the King’s troops marched down,
a guard of honour, they would not give way, and were not obedient to the officer, who told
them to make room, and the troops made way for themselves; but the people crowded
round them still, The ground the troops would have taken up was crowded by these
people, and the officer placed his men in a different position. — ‘

Cross-examined by Mr. Canty.]-—It was past the working hour when they assembled
together on the Saturday; but they had refused to do any work on that day, namely,
Damon, Chance and Adonis. The other magistrates with me were Mr. Rose, and I think
Mr. Gilgeons; but there were more magistrates in the course of the evening. I did not go
to the churchyard that evening. The church is pretty well attended on Sunday by the
apprenticed labourers and the whites. Also on the evening I collared one or two persons,
and they were pulled away from me by force. I explained the new state of things to the
people of Richmond on the 1st and on the 2d of August. Damon, Chance and Adonis I

am.
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am certain were there on the 2d August, -and the law was explained to them by the district
session in my presence sume time before, and they promised obedience. I offered them
wages for extra hours on the Saturday, but they declined it, and said they would not work
at all. No complaint was made of the allowance not being sufficient which [ gave them.
I went off to the steam-boat and Janded with the Governor. On Monday evening, the 11th,
when he got to the churchyard, I saw the flag-staff and sentries near it, but cannot swear
the flag was flying; but I believe it was. The Governor said to them, “1 cannot speak to
you here; you must go to your respective estates, where I will see you.” They were drawn
‘up in two lines from the church door to the road, about 150 to 200 yards. They dispersed.
A company of grenadiers had landed from the steam-boat, and marched up to the church-
ard with the Governor. The grenadiers kept possession of the church, and slept there.
t was then dark; [could not identify any one. The Governor came to Richmond; next
day he addressed the Richmond people. I heard him read a paper to the people. I have
since seen it both in print and manuscript. His Excellency caused six of my people to be
made prisoners: Damon, Chance, Adonis, now at the bar, and Cesar, Sam and Lawrence.
I gave him those six names. The Governor put the prisoners under a guard until a boat
should be got ready, and they were sent to town under a militia escort and a chenaar or
two. No examination took place before the men were put on board.
Samuel Bean.—I know Damon, Adonis, Chance and Fothergill. I remember the

tumultuous assemblage in August last. On Sunday evening, the 10th of August, I rode to
the churchyard with my father after dinner, (the last witness,) after having collected a
few constables. When we got to the churchyard we found there were still a great many
persons assembled. When evening service was.over they were still loitering in the church-
yard. My father called upon them in the King’s name to disperse, and go home; several
shouted they would not; it was the King’s land, and they had as much night as he or any
one else. He again called on them to disperse, when several parties ran and planted two
flag-staffs immediately. On one-the flag was nailed, and the other was hoisted by a haul-
yard. I immediately rode up to one of the staffs to observe who was the party, and I
observed Damon and Chance supporting the flag-staff. I ‘asked Chance if he was not
ashamed of his conduct, and called on him to put down the flag-staff. He answered me,
“ Sir, sir,” pretending not to hear me. I repeated the order, and received the same answer.
I also addressed myself to Damon, and told him his conduct was bordering on insurrection.
He said to the effect he was a freeman, and did not care ; he would not work for my father,
or any one; he would not be bound for any one. On Monday evening I observed the
people drawn up in two lines from the church door, and two people sentries over the flag-
staff ; one had a white sash over his shoulder, across his chest;1 do not know who it was.
Cross-examined.]--Damon, Chance and Adonis were in the churchyard on Sunday even-

ing. On Monday evening I saw hammocks under the sheds in the churchyard.

Thomas Andrews.—I was a planter. { remember many hundred negroes being collected
on the 11th day of August in the churchyard. I was passing through the churchyard to
go to the parsonage. I found a great ‘many negroes, men, women and children, of all de-
‘scriptions. I also observed a flag-staff; there was a flag and haulyard, the flag was not

_ hoisted, but was ready for hoisting. As soon as I got opposite the flag, I looked up to see
how it was erected ; immediately I was surrounded with ‘a-great many negroes ; what quanti-
ties | cannot say. ‘They asked me what I wanted; I said nothing. They told me I had
come there ‘for that flag; I told them I had not. They said they knew I was a constable,.
and that I was sent for that flag. I told them I was not a constable, when immediately a

. strange negro told me I lied. i told them I did not come for the flag, neither did I want
it. Tasked what it was meant for; several said for our pleasure. I asked when they were
going to hoist it; why not hoist it? Several said, when they saw the soldiers coming. I
was making efforts to pass, but could not get through. After about quarter of an hour they
said they knew I was constable. Isaid, you have a flag; you ought to have a captain. As
I said that a man belonging to Mr. Bean, at Richmond, by name Damon, stepped forward;
with a clap on his breast, I am captain, says he. I had known him many years. That is
the man, Damon. Knowing me, I thought he might get me through, andI said to him, let
me pass. Damon said he did not believe I was constable, for he had seen the constables
the day they were sworn in,.and he did not see me. As soon as he said that the people
said, Oh, make way, as he is not a constable, and they let me pass. When I passed away
about two roods I saw one of the church doors opened. I tried to go into the church,
thinking to see Mr. Duke, who is the clergyman; but when I got to the step, the people
said, no, not a man shall pass here. I asked why; they said not a man shall cross this
door. I said, I belong to this church, and will go in; I attend service there very often, and
am of the Church of England. I made three or four steps towards the door, when | re-
ceived a shove in the breast, and was shoved down the steps, and had nearly lost my feet,
but recovered myself. A boy named Will then fastened the door, and said, now let anyone
I a hand to this door. I can swear both Damon and Fothergill were there at this time.
The door was then unfastened by the sexton, Harry, and I bolted into the church ; after this
I went to Mr. Duke’s. I heard Damon say, I am captain; he had known me many years,
and knew I was deaf; he ‘was close to me, and has a strong voice, and he hallooed out.
You might have heard him for a mile with good ears. .

ross-examined.]—I think the third man, Chance, assisted in preventing my getting into
the church 3 I do not know the Richmond people so well as the Belle Alliance people, but
cannot swear that Chance was one, but strongly believe it.

78, Adam,
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Adam, (sworn).—I am apprenticed labourer, attached to Richmond, belonging to Mr.
Bean. I remember the disturbances; I went to the churchyard on Sunday afternoon, with
my master, Mr. Bean. He ordered the people to come out of the churchyard; they said
they would not come out. I know the prisoner Chance, Adonis, Damon, Fothergill, and
Billy ; he is of Exmouth; they were all in the churchyard. Massa said they must come out
or they would get themselves in trouble. They said they would not come out, they would
like to see the trouble. He ordered me and two or three more to tell them to come out
easy; they said they would not come out. I was a constable, I told them. The prisoners
I have mentioned were there. Chance ran away; my master saw him doing so, and said,
ay, Chance, 1 see you already. They had a flag in the churchyard; it was on the King’s
road ; I saw it hoisted. My master ordered me to take it down; I tried to do so but could
not; too many prevented me from taking it down. Damon and Adonis were there. 1 did
not get the flag; too much of them prevented me.

Cross-examined.]—The prisoners were all about the flag-staff. None of the prisoners
put their hands on me; some others did; every one of the prisoners I have mentioned were
all round the place. I heard nothiug of a complaint about killing pigs.

Re-examined.]—I did not hear them complain about anything. The prisoners I have
named were all then round the flag-staff.

Jonathan.—I know the prisoners Damon, Adonis, Chance and Fothergill, and I know
Peter; he belongs to Coffee Grove. I remember the people meeting in the churchyard,
(warned he need not tell). I belong to Tarsis, which is part of La Belle Alliance. It was
ona Saturday. We got a flag in the churchyard ; Damon brought the flag ready; Damon
hoisted the flag and took command at the church. Damon gave the command and eve
one was obliged to follow his way; he commanded some to stand to the flag and hold the
ole. I sawa big stick planted close to the church, but did not know who put it. Saw
othergill walking in the churchyard, backwards and forwards, but he did not give no

orders. Damon told them they must not give over the flag to the constable people there,
or to nobody. He said ifthe soldiers came, not to give over the flag. There were sentries
set. There were watchmen set. Damon told them they must not let anybody come into
the churchyard. Damon cailed me and set me as a watchman at the church, and told me
I must not let anybody come in the church. Other people were watchmen, but I did not
know them; there were five more put watchmen with me at the church door, I made six.
This was about seven o’clock ; I watched till nine, and the others with me. A fresh gang
of watchmen then came to the church and I came out. We watched inside the church.
Damon came round to see that the watchmen did not goto sleep. Damon was the captain.
Adonis always walked with Damon. Fothergill sometimes walked with them. None of
those three kept watch themselves. There was another flag there; do not know who brought
it, but the Lima people had it. I only saw two flags. On Saturday night the bell was
tung, but do not know who rung it or ordered it to be rung; there was no shouting. I
was there when the Governor came down ; he came in the steam-boat. Damon sent some
people to the water side to stop there, and he went with them. Adonis was left in charge
of the church. Plenty of people went to the water side; I did not reckon them; all
wanted to go, but Damon told them not, only half to go. I know Mr. Duke ; he came to the
churchyard ; he begged the people to takedown the flags;they didnot. A man spoke to
Mr. Duke; Damon was there.

Cross-examined.]—I belong te Belle Alliance. Our people keep hogs on that estate,
Fothergill had some. I do not know what has become of them. I had a hog; it was killed.
Isaw many hogs dead one morning; it was the Saturday, it was the ed of August. Ma-
nager has five hogs; his were not killed.

e-examined.]—Do not know why the hogs were killed. Mr. Bean is attorney of La
Belle Alliance. I never knew hogs were not to be kept on the plantation. They had so
many hogs I could not reckon them, Every one had his own hog, and I had one. Do not
know it is contrary to the rule to keep hogs. We did not turn out because the hogs were
killed. (At request of prisoner’s Counsel). We kept hogs since Mr. Austin died, and
before.

 

Wednesday, 24 Sept. 1834.

Jacky, (sworn).--I am apprenticed labourer, of Belle Alliance. I remember the time

the people met at the churchyard; 1 was there (warned before) when I first went there.

‘When I first went there I see Damon, and Damon give orders at the church. He put them

people to guard, one named Adonis and one named Abraham, of Richmond. He put Adonis

to walk round to see if all them guard right. That is the man. Abraham also had to look

round to see if the guard right; and Chance also, to see if the guard right; not Chance the

prisoner. When Damon fix all this right, when he saw the Governor coming he took some

‘of them people and sent them to the water side. I was there Saturday; Damon put them

Saturday night to guard. When I went there Damon asked me if I had come there to

‘stop, to join; if not, I must go away. I did not give him any answer, no or yes. When

Damon fix the guard, he told them if anybody come there they must ask them if they
came to join, and if they were constables to start them right back. Fothergill the prison

walke
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walked about the churchyard, and Damon gave him orders. Frederick the prisoner was
at the churchyard ; he was there when the parson came and begged them to take down the
flag, and Frederick make answer, “it was not to be taken down at all.” Some of the
oung boys had been away too long, and Damon put Chance, the prisoner, to make them

walk backwards and forwards; can’t say how long, they marched a long time. IT see
Damon take some people and carry them to the water side, and cuta large flag-staff and
came and planted it in the churchyard, Damon took the flag and took a hammer and nail
and nailit on. Damon said, he nail it on and ram it down tight, so that no person can
take it off; it was a blue flag. Frederick, of Devonshire Castle, told the people to keep
the flag on; prisoner is the man. Damon say they must not let anybody take away theflag ; if anybody come to take away the flag they would be bound to work as they had done
before. If anybody come to take the flag away, Frederick said they must hold on the flag-
staff and not let them take it away. That Saturday I was under the shed; the rain was
falling. I was sleepy when I heard the bell strike, and when I heard the bellstrike I got up,
and then I heard all the people halloo, hurra, hurra, hurra! I heard Damon say, strike the
bell there, but cannot say who rung it. I remember the Governor comin there; Damon
went down with some of them people to guard the Governor, and he left Chance (not the
prisoner) and Frederick, the prisoner, to make room and leave a path in the middle; they did
so; they made some people stand on one side and some on the other, and clear a path,
Damon went to water-side. Damon left Frederick, the prisoner, and Chance (notprisoner)
head men at the church.
Cross-examined].—When Governor came he told us we were apprenticed labourers for

six years to work off; everybody knew that before, and I knew it. I can’t tell a lie, every-body do hearee that. I don’t think my master will punish me for being there; so long asthe oldest people go there, I be obliged go there too. [ cannot help to go there so long as
the oldest people go there. I knew| was to come here as a witness. [ knew when [ came
to town. Damon gave orders to put up the flag; [heard him. I know Damona long time,
since he wasalittle boy; Damon stutter, he stutter bad. I heard Saturday the Governorwas coming. There was a talk about the Governor coming; some say they expected Satur-day, and some Sunday. I went to the churchyard on Saturday, not in the morning, aboutafternoon time. I heard talk of the Governor coming before { went to the churchyard ;they wanted him to come to hearee what he would say, But I did not hear anybody say whatthat was. The Governor talk the same law I been hear before. I heard Mr. Bean and theProtector speak about the new law on the ist of August; suppose me believe, and all thepeople no believe, what can I do? I did believe them. When Damon gave the orders, I
was not so far from him, in the same churchyard. I saw Damon, because he was walkingbackwards and forwards and gave orders. Damon put them people to guard to walkround the church, and he said if anybody came the people that were put to guard must askthem if they come to join, and if constables they must turn them away. If they did notcome to jointhey must turn them beck; I did not see anybody turned back, Damonsaid they must fight for the flag; he said, fight hard ; they must not take away the flag; hesaid they must hold on by the flag. Ido not know what o’clock Damon gave orders tostrike the bell; when I heard the bell I was sleeping, and when I woke it was striking ;some of the people asked Damon what the bell rung for, and he say, yes, he gave orders tostrike the bell, The shouting out awoke me; bell strike before the shoutin out; I did nothear the bell strike, but heard Damon say he gave orders to ring it. | heard that fromDamon’s mouth; I heard it directly I got up. Damon wasa little further off than the endof the room, more than two roods of 3 plenty of people there all round; Damon himself speakit; he say, I gave orders to ring the bell, I saw him at that time; it was dark, but not soquite dark but I could see; I swear it was Damon say 80; Damon spoke straight. MyPig is alive at La Belle Alliance; other people been have pig; my pig was with my brother,who is a constable, and it was not killed. I saw people cleaning pigs on Monday morning ;Isaw plenty dead; some people were locked up, and their pigs were killed ; we were lockedup because we did not go to work.

Jacobus.--I am an apprenticed labourer on Richmond; Mr. Bean is my master. I re-member the crowd at the churchyard some time last month. I recollect the ist ofAu ust 5Mr. Bean ordered the driver to call up the people. Friday morning I went; he told the
people they had to go to church that Friday, and he told them about the law, that we wereapprenticed labourers, by order of the King; he said we were apprenticed labourers sixyears; he said we were to work 7} hours a day; and he said we must come to an agree-ment what we would ask, if we worked more than the 743 hours. Damon, Chance, andAdonis, the prisoner, were there when Mr. Bean explained the law. I saw them there.Saturday before the Governor came the people were at the churchyard; I know that becauseI was close by; I live there. I went there one Sunday evening, when my master went therewith Mr. Sam Bean. I know Damon, Adonis, Chance, Fothergill and Peter, the prisoner.I saw them all at the churchyard. On Sunday evening Massa went there to take a flag
from them. They were sitting there. His master carried a handkerchief flag on a smallstick. The people then put up their flag before the church door. I did not hear what Massasaid. Massa and Mr. gam Bean went away. About seven o’clock some soldiers comedown with Massa to the church 3 I heard the bell ring in the night. Peter, the prisoner,told me I must not go into the gate of the churchyard, only white people must go in, andhe turned me away. Iwas at the churchyard on Sunday morning. I saw nothing there,but I saw Damon and a great many people.
278. Cross-examined.]
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Cross-examined.]—No pigs are allowed on Richmond. Massa said he would give half
bit an hour; that if they could not agree with him, we might go where we liked to hire:
ourselves,

Nat.J]—I am an apprenticed labourer on Belle Alliance. I know Damon, Adonis and
Chance and Fothergill (the prisoner.) 1 remember the people being at the churchyard ;
I went there myself. I saw Damon at our place, about eight o’clock on Saturday morning,
He told us we must not stop in the plantation, we must go to the churchyard ; he told we
allso. I heard him myself say so. I went, and the whole we people went and the Rich-
mond people. We went that same Saturday, about eight o’clock. Damon had gone before
we went. When we got to the churchyard, I met Damon and Adonis. There were all
‘Richmond people there. I saw Damon pick out people, and put them at the gate to
guard. I did not see any one else pick out the people. Damon told them if they saw any-
constables come to the gate, they must turn them back. Damon changed the watch; they
watched all the day till night. I saw no one helping Damon, but Damon and Adonis were
the two head. I saw sentinels put at the church door; Damon put them there; also behind
the church. There is a bell to the church. I heard the bell ring that night. Damon put
Adonis, and aboy, Minas, of Belle Alliance, and John, of Richmond; he told them that when
Barry, of Coffee Grove, came to the churchyard, they must toll the bell. Barry isa freeman
of Coffee Grove. I saw Barry come there that night, about 10 o’clock. When Barry came
in at the gate, Damon called out to Adonis to toll the bell; and John and Miuas tolled it,
I saw two flags in the churchyard. Damon brought one from Richmond; I saw him; it
was a blue flag. Do not know who brought the one from Lima. Damon hoisted the flag
from Richmond, and also that from Lima. Fothergill fetched one flag-staff, and Damon
brought one from Richmond. The one Fothergill brought was not raised at all. The other
flag was white, with blue in the middle. Mr. Duke came there, and told Fothergill and
Damon to take down the flag; they would not take it down at all. Joe told Mr. Duke
they cannot take down the flag until they know what they were workiing for; whether to
work for pay, or to work for nothing. Damon was close by and heard this. When Barry
came the people hold him, andpet him out on the road, and told him to go away. I saw
them, but do not know who. The people that do not come soon, Damon took and gave to
Chance, the prisoner, to walk round the church. Damon was head of all, and Adonis; no
more. I saw them giving the orders in the yard to all the rest of the people. The Governor
came down. They then rigged two little flags on two sticks, and gave them to Fothergill
to take to the water-side to guard the Governor. Fothergill took 20 men to go, who were
reckoned by Damon. Damon went with them. I did not. see anybody command in the
churchyard when Damon went away. There were two small flag-staffs, and: they took
them down, and Minas got a cutlass and axe and went to the water-side; Damon sent. him
to cut down alarge tree at the water-side. Minas went with a man named George to-cut it
down, and Damon reckoned 20 men to fetch the tree, and went with them himself. They
duga hole at the churchyard for the flag-staff; a man named Adonis (not the prisoner) du
it. The 20 men who brought it putit up. They hoisted the flag just as a flag: is hoiste
to the mast of a schooner; it stopped there until the Governor came. I heard Damon tell
the people they must guard the flag-staff, and if constables came, not to let them go close
to the flag-staff; that we all must fight for the flag-staff. The two flags first raised were
rigged like those of a boat, but the one fastened to the staff from the water-side was nailed.
Damon and Aduvnis nailed it.

Cross-examined.]J—One sentry at the gate was Fothergill, one Chance (not prisoner), one
Frederick (not prisoner). I do not know who went on at night. Damon’s self changed
them ; every two hours he changed the people at night. Nobody was sleeping. I was not
at the gate every time they were changed. It rained, but not very heavy that night. 1was.
under the shed. It wasa moonshine night. The shed is not far from the gate. I saw
Damon change them every two hours during the night. Idonot know any of the men who
went on that night. I belong to Belle Alliance. ‘I saw some people locked up there on
Saturday. Cannot say what hour; about four o’clock in the afternoon. Fothergill was not
locked up. The people on Belle Alliance are in the habit of keeping pigs. I saw the
manager kill them ona Sunday ; he Janced them, and did not shoot them. ¥ know Thomas
Dodgson; he is a coppersmith. I did not see him at Belle Alliance the day the pigs were
killed. It was the Sunday after the Friday that we all go to church. The men reckoned
to go to meet the Governor, were not well dressed and clean. 1 keep no hogs on plantation
Alliance. Iwas in the sick-house on the ist of August; next day I was in the negro-
ard. I told the manager what I have told to the court. (I cannot say if the people have
eave to keep hogs on plantation Alliance.)—Question by an assessor.

Francis Greenwich Bailey.]—I am manager of Belle Alliance.. I know prisoners, allof.

them, from seeing them at the churchyard. On Sunday morning, about seven o’clock, on-
the 10th August last, I identified them for the first time. I knew Damon, Adonis, Chance
and Fothergill before that time; the names ofthe others I have ascertained since; Frederick

(Devonshire Castle), Peter (Coffee Grove), Billy (Exmouth); I swear they were all there.

I was there many times and saw them most: prominent and forward in the matter. [saw
the prisoner Frederick speaking for more than an hour to Mr. Bean, Captain Grove, myself
and others. He seemed to have a thoroughcontrol over the conduct of the people, because

they invariably acquiesced in his propositions; and although there were from 700 to
800 people at least, he would at a moment’s warning command silence, that he cou be

istinetly
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distinctly heard. I heard one particular remark of his was, “ I cannot be bound as an appren-
ticed labourer, [ will not be bound, I wish 1 may be damned, I won’t be bound. Brothers,
don’t you join me in that?” and all gave a general assent by shouting out “O, yes; we
will jom you !” During the whole time, when we could obtain silence, which could only
be done through him, Mr. Bean, Captain Grove and myself were endeavouring to persuade
them to desist from their illegal acts, without effect. The other prisoners were round about
Frederick and very near him; they were not making themselves excessively forward, but
were in front of the others, and he seemed to me to address himself to them; at that
moment he appeared to have a thorough control over the whole mass. The law was ex-
lained to every negro on La Belle Alliance on the 2d August. Forthergill was there that

day; it had been explained before, on the 1st of August, and somewhere about the 29th
Jay also. The people said it was all founded on a cheat, they would not obey it. Fother-
cill was there; they said they would see the Governor about it. I told them the Governor
could tell them no more about it than I did. The reply was, if the Governor told them
that, they would not believe it; they would only believe it from William IV. They did
not go to work on the 2d August. I remember pigs being killed on La Belle Alliance.
The gang, with the exception of the head people and the constables, had refused to go to
work before the pigs were killed. Fothergill was one who refused. The pigs were killed
on the 3d,
Crose-examined.|—I had the Act of Apprenticed Labourers, and read and explained it to

them, so that they cannot but understand it. I certainly should have identified the three
prisoners, if not told their names. I know the three again, because they were always
the most prominent, and was always before me. Fothergill was not locked up on Sunday
the 3d.
He-examined.]—The people on La Belle Alliance had leave to keep pigs, on condition
they conducted themselves to my satisfaction; it was contrary to the instruction I received
from the attorney of the estate. If they misconducted themselves, I was to destroy them.

Thomas Dougan.]—I am sheriff of Essequibo. I remember the disturbances in August,
and the Governor going down with troops. I was on the stelling of Richmond on the even-
ing of Monday the 11th, when the Governor was about landing from the steamer; there
was a number of negroes collected on the stelling, who occupied that part nearest the step
on which he was to land. A detachment of the 25th came down on the stelling for the pur-
pose of forming a guard of honour to receive his Excellency. The troops formed opposite
these people, and the officer commanding wished them to move from his front; one minute
after this [ saw Fothergill there; the people peremptorily refused, saying there was room
enough for the Governor to pass. They were very insolent to the officer. I remonstrated
with the people, and at length induced them to move off to the flank of the guard. I then
observed a man step in front of them, form them in line, dress the line, and give directions
and orders; I went up to him and asked him his name; he hesitated for awhile, and then
replied his name was Peter, of La Belle Alliance; this man was Fothergill, the prisoner.
I pointed the man out the next morning at La Belle Alliance to the Governor, and then
ascertained his name was Fothergill.

Cato.]—I am apprenticed labourer, servant to Parson Duke. I remember the disturb-
ances in the churchyard, I know Damon, Adonis and Fothergill, the prisoners. i saw a
flag flying in the churchyard on Sunday night, at six o’clock.

Parry.j—1 am a freeman; I live at Coffee Grove. I remember the disturbances in August
last. On Saturday night I went there. I went to the church with some other people.
WhenIgot to the gate, I heard the bell toll; and the people sung out “Hurra!” I ask
“the church no commence yet?” nobody gave me no answer. A man came round and
said, “ what you speak to that fellow there, he is a freeman.” I went into the churchyard,
and the people got round me. Captain Tanner, of Richmond, a boat captain, asked me
what | was doing; I said I came to the church, He said you have no business to come,
because you area freeman. Take yourself off. I went home immediately. It was dark ;
long time after sun-down. I was at Coffee Grove, when some people came to fetch me;
sun down then; and I afterwards walked to the church.
Cross-examined.]—The men who came told me there was a great service that night, and

Thad a soul as well as they had, and I had better go, and I Believed it and went. They
never struck me; when I went out, I ran all the way home.

Thomas Dodgson.}—I am a coppersmith, and reside at Belle Alliance. I know Damon,
Adonis, Chance, Fothergill andBilly (the prisoners). I remember the disturbances. On
Monday, the 11th August, I was on the stelling when his Excellency arrived, and followed
him to the churchyard. He desired the people to go home to their respective places, and
he would see them the next day and explain the new law to them. I then walked towards
the church, where there was a large flag-staff planted in the ground, with a rope and pulley
attached ; | saw Billy keeping sentry round the flag-staff with another man. The Governor
desired him to go home, and then went into the church. Mr. Dougan was standing by,
and seeing Billy still remain there, desired him to go home; but he would not move.—
(Mr. Dougan, the sheriff.)— Mr. Dougan took him into custody; but the Governor coming
out at the time from the church, desired he might be loosed, and he was and went away.
Cross-examined.]—I live at Belle Alliance. I know Fothergill the prisoner. I have

8. seen
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seen a good many hogs on La Belle Alliance. I saw some dead in the yard. I did not see
any one kill any Log or hogs on that estate on the 2d or gd August. I have seen some
slaughtered in the yard, and in the cane piece, running loose and damaging the canes;
not in the negroes’ yard, but in the mill yard. I know John Hart.

John Bell.\—I am senior overseer on Coffee Grove. I know the prisoner Peter; he be-
longs to Coffée Grove. I remember the disturbance. Before then I had heard the law
explained to the negroes, by Mr. Coleman, the magistrate of the district. Peter was there;
it was on Monday, the qth August. The negroes dissented from that explanation; they
went to work afterwards, but did not do half work. The law was explained by me and Mr.
Gross the next day, and also on Saturday the gth. They said they would not be bound by
it; Peter was one of them. There were no pigs killed on my estate; some before the 18¢
August, but none since. They were killed about the buildings, and in the cane piece,
destroying property. Pigs are very destructive, if loose about property. Pigs take the
canes, and hash them down and dig them up; they eat them; they do not stop at one cane,
but perhaps go over two acres; it would take a couple ofpigs two days to damage two
acres. They do not eat a whole cane up; the lower joints of a cane are considerably sweeter
than the upper. Negroes on our estate are allowed to keep pigs, if they keep them in their
houses ;-they know they are to be destroyed if let out. A good acre of canes will yield from
one to two casks of sugar, of from 17 cwt. to 18 cwt. each.
Cross-examined.]—The negroes were dissatisfied with the law. They said they would

not be bound; would not work the 7 4 hours; if the estate found them salt-fish and plan-
tains as before, they would do 10 single beds. I think they understood very well what was
meant by binding them as apprenticed labourers. Peter said he would not be bound for
six years, he had learned his trade already, and might die before that. I have been on
Coffee Grove three years. Peter’s character is not the very best. At other times pigs have
been killed when found in the cane piece or about the buildings; they were always killed if
so found; no more were killed about the 1st of August than at any previous period.

Re-examined.]—Mr. Bagot, the sheriff, explained the law to our people the third time
on the gth August. It is a general rule for all pigs to be killed, if loose; all our negroes
know this,

George Bagot.]—I am high sheriff of British Guiana. I remember the disturbance in
August last. I went down on the Sunday the 1oth;I first saw large crowds collected in
the churchyard. Iremember the Governor going down. I was in official communication
with his Excellency. On the night of the oth I knew the Governor would come down ;
I was called up in the middle of the night. On the day of Saturday I had no idea of the
Governor's being expected. I spoke to some of the people on Sunday, and asked them what
they were doing there; they said they had come to church; I told them the church was
over, and they had better disperse. { have been in this country 34 years. In general
I think hogs are not allowed on sugar plantations, but where they are, they are certainly
not allowed to be kept loose.

Mungo MacPherson.}—I am manager of Hampton Court. Have been a planter 22 years.
Pigs are very rarely allowed to be kept on sugar estates, because they ate very destructive
to the cane cultivation. J have seen in a field of canes of six or eight months’ old,
canes bitten by pigs close to the root and completely destroyed, without an part being ate
but four or five inches close to the root of the cane. I think two pigs in a week would
destroy every cane in an acre fit for making sugar; it would be impossible to bring a field
round ; they must be cut down to recover such a damage; itwould take in some parts
12 months, in some 15, in other 18 months, 12 months in the least. No pigs are allowed
on Hampton Court, but they keep some clandestinely; and | have a man with orders to kill
any he finds running about; upwards of 30 or 40 pigs have been ao killed since the ist of
January, and the negroes have come to beg for the carcass often.

 

Thursday, 25th September 1834.

Harvey.|—16th clause of the Act of Parliament, “ combined resistance,” is all that has
been proved.

I contend they are not legally in custody; the commitment of the chiefjustice is illegal;
they should have been referred by a special justice to this court without going to the chief
justice at all. I consider the old practice was repealed by this Act.

Mr. Justice Willis quoted sect. 17; I quoted sect. 19 of the Act.
I quoted page 319, Van de Luden.
[The judges were all of opinion the objection must be overruled.]

Cauty.}—I object to the style of the prosecutor as attorney-general.— [Judges overruled
this objection.)

Proclamation of General D’Urban, 18 January 1833, referring to the Order in Council,
dated 2 November 1831; and also to another dated 6 November 1832.—-Proclamation,
27 June 1833; Address of Sir James Carmichael Smyth to the slave population.—2Octo-

r
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ber 1833, another address to the slave population of British Guiana, “In a few years you
will be perfectly free,” &c. [part read by Mr. Cauty].—28 November 1833, another Procla-
mation relating to slaves been in Europe.—21 January 1834, Address to the slave popula-
tion, by Sir J. C. Smyth, as to justices’ power, &c.—Act of Court of Policy, 8 February
1834.—Act for classification of slaves to be apprenticed labourers.—2 May 1834; another
Proclamation of Sir J. C. Smyth, about classification—22 May 18343 publication by
Commissioner of Compensation, headed General Rules, five classes.—3 June 1834; Judges
notice of sitting for classification.—22 July 1834; Act for regulation of apprenticed labour-
ers.—22 July 1834 ; Ordinance for a day of rest on 1st August. From these I show the

ple did not understand the apprenticeship.
ad. Offence proved does not amount to what is alleged in the indictment.

Charles Bean, recalled by the Court.]—When I went to the churchyard about six o’clock
on Sunday evening, after warning them to disperse, and their refusal, I told them if I
held up a signal or a flag, and they did not disperse in so many minutes afterwards, they
would be liable to severe punishment. One flag of theirs was flying at that time.

John Halloway Duke, called by prisoners’ counsel.]—I am rector of Trinity parish; 1
have been so 11 months as rector, and three months as curate. I consider Ido know a
good deal of the negro character; I read a proclamation of the Governor, dated the ed Oc-
tober 1833, to my congregation the Sunday after. This is it. I explained to the people
that in about 10 months from the date of that proclamation they would be no longer
slaves, but apprenticed labourers, but that in the meanwhile they were to continue slaves
and to perform their duties as heretofore. That there were to be two classes of apprenticed
labourers; that non-predial would be free in four years, two years earlier than preedial
apprenticed labourers ; and because I knew that in general they would not understand the
meaning of the term preedial and non-predial, | acquainted them that predial labourers
were field people, and such like, persons engaged about the cultivation of land, but that
non-predial labourers were, as I understood, carpenters, coopers, smiths, and such like. I
told them if they would attend at plantation Richmond the next day, they would hear
the thing more fully explained by gentlemen appointed by the Governor for that purpose.
The next day I was at Richmond, at the request of Mr. Bean, and there the same informa-
tion was confirmed by Mr. Bean, Mr. Croal, and I believe Mr. Beete. I remember Mr.
Bean said he thought there was some mistake about people attached to estates being free
in four years, he rather thought it applied to people in town. The negroes in general evi-
dently were dissatisfied. J cannot say if I put boat-people amongst those to serve four
years. 2 May 1834, anotherproclamation was dated, which I read. This proclamation
differed from the view whichI had taken of the law, and which I had explained to the
negroes. I think Mr. Bean was the only person who spoke at the time I was with him,
and Mr. Croal and Mr. Beete; I cannot say if the prisoners heard me explain, nor were
before Mr. Bean. ‘the second proclamation gave rise to a great murmuring in the church,
so much so that I was quite agitated. 1 know Damon and Fothergill perfectly well; I also
know Adonis and Chance; I know little of them, except as coming to church; they are all
four pretty regular in that respect. 1 was aware of meetings at the church about the gth
August. On Saturday the gth, about 11 o’clock, I saw about 30 negroes on the three
bridges between Richmond and La Belle Alliance ; in an hour more, the number increased
to about 60 or 70. From another window of my house I saw about as many more on the
bridge between La Belle Alliance and Lima; between one and two I saw those on
the bridges leave in a body, and go into what is commonly called the churchyard; it is in
Trinity parish. There are two large sheds in the churchyard; under these sheds they went.
In the course of an hour or tsvo, | suppose there were collected in that place between 200
and 300 persons; I went over to my church to see if any were in it. I saw one person
lying down in the church ; I ordered that person out, and he went out; I then went away.
n Saturday evening my catechist and his wife came to my house, and from what I

heard, I went with my catechist into the churchyard; there I saw a flag hoisted before the
church door; I told the people to take down the flag, which they did instantly; Itold
them I have no right to turn you out of this yard, but had to tell ‘them to take down the
flag, and how improper it was to bring an emblem of war before the house of God. I saw
Damon there and Fothergill at that time. I do not doubt they heard what I said. Fother-
gill said, we will take it down, Sir, we will take it down directly; and the whole multitude
cried out that they meant no harm; they had just put it up. About eight or nine o’clock
I went to the churchyard again, and I saw the same multitude, some lying on the ground.
I said, my friends, what do you do here? they said they had no houses, nor would they
have any until they shall get hire from the plantations; when they got houses of their own,
they would go to them; meanwhile as that was the King’s property, they thought it was
no harm to come there. I told them they were mistaken; that they were still bound for
81x years to their several estates, and that they knew very well no one would trouble them
if they were in their houses, They said they could not be bound; the King had freed
them, and they could not be bound. I told them then that they seemed to disbelieve what
ITsaid to them in my sermon on the ist of August, in which I had told them they were to
be bound apprentice for six years, working 7 4 hours a day in each day. Fothergill and
Damon were there at this time. There was a spokesman speaking for the rest, but not
Damon or Fothergill. He said, we do not disbelieve you; you will read the paper they give
you, but they give you the wrong paper; Mr. Bean give you his own paper. I saw they
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were hard to be convinced, and I left them. The churchyard is not inclosed; it once was,
There was some time a habit of burying there, but it has been discontinued. I went to
church the next morning at 10 o’clock; there were then about 300 people in the church.
yard and about 100 in the church. I caused the bell to be rung, and the whole in the
churchyard, as far as I could see, came into church; I preached a plain sermon, for the
express purpose of convincing them that their meeting there was wrong. About six or
seven whites were there. 1 never saw their conduct so orderly and so attentive as they
were that morning; they listened to me with a great deal of attention. I heard on Sunday
morning before service that the Governor was coming; I had heard three or four days
before that the Governor was sent for; I heard it from three or four persons; I heard it
from the negroes on Sunday, I think not before, but cannot be certain. On Saturday, the
ad August, after hearing a great noise at La Belle Alliance for threehours, I went over
about 21 o’clock, knowing I had influence with thepeople, and thinking it my duty to
make peace if i could; I missed the proper side line, and saw some negroes scuffling under
the sick-house; I saw a white man behind the sick-house, driving some people before him,
and drove them into a trench, and strike one of them. The scuffle went on amongst the
negroes. I then saw Mr. Bean coming from towards the manager’s house towards the
place where the scuffle was, and I went into the yard itself ; a great mob of 60 or 70 people
was before the sick-house door, and a great noise and hubbub. -I said to Mr. Bean, and
said, my dear Sir, I am very sorry to see this; he said he had done all he could to quiet
them. ‘At this moment I distinguished Fothergill in the crowd, and I took him by the arm
and Jed him away from the crowd, and two other men, Joe and Will. I talked to them,
and said, call your people together under the shed, and let me speak to them ; about 30 or
40 or 50 came; I pointed out the impropriety of their conduct for about 10 minutes.
Fothergill called silence, and obtained it several times: at the end he said, with many
others, let us go to work to oblige the parson.

Cross-examined.]—I am near 30. I borrowed these papers from the Government Secre-
tary’s office for the purpose I have used them; I gave them to the prisoners’ counsel; I
gave him the names of persons who could give evidence in this case; also memorandum
written of what evidence I could give in this case. I was very anxious indeed to be ex-
amined as a witness in this cause, because the prisoners are parishioners of mine, and the
poor of my flock have a right to look up to me, I shall be gc in a few months. Before
going to Trinity parish I resided in Nevis nearly four years, as an officiating minister of
the Church of England. When 1 explained about the cooper, &c. 1 had consulted and
know that my view was the view of several other persons. I believe I consulted Mr. Bean.
I do not consider negroes more apt than other persons to misapprehend ; I mean persons
who have the same quantity of information. I know that predium does not literally mean
afield. I explained predial as meaning field people. The impression on my mind was
that Mr. Croal agreed in my interpretation. Mr. Bean’s doubt as to the meaning was ad-
dressed more towards myself than the people. Some might, but many I think would not
have heard it. The multitude I should think were there all Saturday night, becauseI
heard the bell ring on Saturday night. I saw on Sunday-morning I should suppose.4oo to
500, at one time near 1,000. After first service nearly all went away, probably leaving
not 50 people. I had two services that day; after second service not more than 50 left;
they increased that evening to 400 or 500 people. I do not know they dispersed until
the evening of Monday, when the Governor arrived. Iwas et the church four or five or
six times. One time on Monday there were six or seven people in the church eating; I
ordered them out, and they went out, begging pardon, and saying they meant no harm.
I ordered Fothergill and another not to let any one go into the church. 1 asked them to
take down the flag on Saturday evening when Mr. Bean was there, and some constables
and the military, and they said they were sorry they could not oblige me, for if they took
down their flag, Mr. Bean would hoist his, and they would be bound. I consider no
violence was used to my person; onthe contrary, the greatest affection that could be mani-
fested; several of them clasped me in theirarms. I went down on my knees, and requested
them to go away, as I felt assured the military would fire on them, and I believed it, as I
had no idea a farce was got up for them. Many of them went on their knees, and one man
said the parson is here to teach us about Jesus Christ, and not to talk about work; take
him up in your arms, and take him away. They lifted me up and carried me about eight
or ten yards, when I commanded them to put me down, and they did so. The word com-
mand may be too absolute, but 1 do not consider I entreated. said put me down, and
they did so; I do not think I gave them any reason for wishing it. I might have said that
Mrs, Duke was ill and might be alarmed, but I do not remember it. I was quite the
reverse of collected; I could not be so, when I heard my flock was going to be fired on.
I consider their conduct to me proceeded from affection. At La Belle Alliance, after my
conversation with the negroes, they moved off towards the field. Mr. Bean told me he had,
with Captain Coleman, tried to quiet them; he had sent for the troops, and he ordered them
to their work; they said, we will ge to work to oblige the parson. Two men came to me
and said, we were going to our work, but the manager has ordered us to be locked up.
Mr. Bean called out for the manager. I said to the people, come, my friends,I will lead
you to the field myself, and I marched forward. I suppose about 20 or 30 moved off
towards the field. i saw the manager.go to two negro people, and putting his face close to
theirs, and said, I order you to your work, contrasting it with their words of going to work
to oblige the parson. The two were among the Belle Alliance people. The manager's
name is Bailey; he was ostensibly manager. This was in the middle of the day,nearly 12.

°
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I do not know if they had worked that day; they did not say they had done their
work; they gave me to understand they had come to learn from the manager what they
were to have for their work, and that they thought the manager might well have spent
that day in making arrangements with them. On the manager giving that order, there was
afresh excitement, and they said, “‘ we won’t be bound.” I should say the man Fothergill,
the prisoner, had great influence, and Joe, and Will and little Peter. It was before the
peremptory order of themanager that Joe and Will told me that the manager had ordered
them to be locked up. I could have led them to work, but how they would have worked
I cannot say. I do not know how the scuffle arose which I saw on La Belle Alliance. I
was alarmed at the time I went there, not much; I saw things growing up, and I did not
see how it would end. I was not so agitated as not to have my cool and collected senses
about me. I went to Hampton Court, at the request ofthe high sheriff, Thursday the 7th;
itis in Trinity parish, I found the people there not at work, but in their houses. On
Wednesday the goth July, I told my congregation from the desk that I understood they
meant to makea rout or noise on the 1st of August; that if they meant it, it was wicked,
and if they put it into effect, they would have soldiers among them with bayonets and
bullets. I related this to John Austin, a special magistrate, a few days before I said so;
he considered it very advisable. I do not remember I ever used those words; but I said
at Hampton Court to the high sheriff, “ that nothing but the bullet and the bayonet would
now do.”
On the 1st August my text was 8th chapter of St. John, 86th verse: “ If the Son, therefore,

shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.” On 3d August, 5th Matthew, oth verse :“‘ Blessed are the peace-makers,” &. I referred the employers and proprietors to the 12th
chapter, 1st Kings. Some few of the apprenticed labourers can thumb out a chapter; it
does not deserve the name of reading really,

John Hart.|—I am clerk and catechist in Trinity parish. I know Plantation Belle
Alliance.

William Jones.]—1 belong to Belle Alliance. The people on Belle Alliance had hogs onthe ist of August. After the people would not go to work on Saturday after six o’clock,the manager locked them up. Mr. Bean came over on Saturday at 12 o’clock, and brought‘constables from Regina. Mr. Bean spoke to the people. I saw some dead pigs on Sun-day at the people’s doors ; saw the people cleaning them; saw none dead in the sty; cannotsay how many; perhaps might see two or three dead. I did not see 20 dead pigs.Cross-examined.]—The hogs always run about the whole building loose ; they belong toall the negroes.
By the Court.]}—The hogs always run about the cane pieces then, and the manager‘obliged to send to kill them.

Arrindell (in reply).—Nat proves incitement by Damon. I summed up at considerablelength. I stated that in my opinion all the Dutch authorities on the Lex Julia de ViPublica, and that law itself, left the punishment to the discretion of the court, if theparties should be found guilty of the crime alleged. Mr. Justice Firebrace concurred inthis opinion, Mr. Justice Willis doubted, and should give no opinion on the law, butplaced on the minutes some remarks as to the sentences he should recommend.

SenTENcEs by the Court.—(Dissentient Mr. Justice Willis, in each.)
Damon, death.—Frederick, transportation for life.—Fothergill, transportation for 14prars.— Adonis and Chance, 200 lashes each, and one month’s imprisonment.—-Billy and
eter, 100 lashes each, and one month’s imprisonment.

(A true extract.)
Charles Wilday, Registrar.

 

Enclosure 4, in No. 4.

ELEvENTH CRIMINAL SEssion.

Demerara and } In the Honourable the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice in and forEssequibo, to wit. the District of Demerara and Essequibo, in the Colony of BritishGuiana, William Arrindell, His Majesty’s Attorney-general in and for the Colony ofBritish Guiana, Ratione Officii, versus William, an apprenticed labourer, in the employ ofTheobald Fetherston.
_HisMajesty’s attorney-general in and for the Colony of British Guiana, ratione officii,giveth the court here to understand and be informed, that before and at the time of the‘committing of the offence and crimes hereinafter mentioned by William, an apprenticedlabourer, in the employ of Theobald Fetherston, late of the parish’ of the Trinity, in the

district of Demerara and Essequibo, in the Colony of British Guiana, and within the
Jurisdiction of the Honourable the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice of said district, divers
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apprenticed labourers, of and belonging and attached to plantations situate, lying and being
in the parish aforesaid, but the names of which apprenticed labourers are to the attorney-
eneral as yet unknown, had improperly and illegally refused to work for and in the service

of their employers without being paid hire and wages for the work and labour to be b
them done and performed, and had moreover illegally declared and asserted and insisted

that they were free, thereby meaning that they were liberated and exempted from bein
restrained and compelled by law to the performance of the work and labour which by the

law they, as such apprenticed labourers, were bound to do and perform. That the said

William, well knowing the.premises, but being a person of a depraved, impious and disquiet
mind, and of a seditious disposition and contriving, and maliciously, turbulently and

seditiously intending to disturb the peace and common tranquillity of our Lord the King
and of this Colony, and to excite the aforesaid apprenticed labourers, subjects of our said

Lord the King, to sedition against His Government in this Colony, did, on the 10th day of

August, in the fifth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, at the

parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, in the

resence and hearing of the said apprenticed labourers, liege subjects of our said Lord the
King, unlawfully, wickedly, maliciously and seditiously speak, utter, and with a loud voice

publish and declare, amongst other things, of and concerning the illegal refusal of the said
apprenticed labourers to work and labour as aforesaid, and of and concerning the illegal
declaration and assertion of the said apprenticed labourers that they were free, as in the intro-
ductory part of this indictment set forth, mentioned and explained, and of and concerning

the laws of this Colony in such case made and provided, these false, scandalous and seditious

words following; that is to say, What is your right, you have a right to take, (thereby

meaning that the said apprenticed labourers had a right to refuse to work and labour for

and in the service of their employers, and were authorized by law, and that it was lawful for

them to persist in such refusal, and to support such refusal by force of arms). This book

(meaning thereby the Holy Bible, upon which he the said William then and there placed

his hand) tells you (meaning the said apprenticed labourers, subjects of our said Lord the

King), and God tells you, that if anything belongs to you, and you do not get it by good
words, you must take it by force (thereby meaning that the said apprenticed labourers were
permitted and enjoined by the laws of God, and were bound to oppose the Government,
and resist the laws of this Colony by force of arms), to the great scandal and contempt of
our said Lord the King and his laws, to the evil example of all others in the like case

offending, and against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. And
the attorney-general aforesaid giveth the court here further to understand and be informed,
that the said William, being such wicked and evil-disposed person as aforesaid, and further

wickedly, maliciously and seditiously devising and intending as aforesaid, did afterwards,
towit, on the day and year aforesaid, at the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and
within the jurisdiction aforesaid, in the presence and hearing of divers other liege and
faithful subjects of our said Lord the King then and there present, maliciously, seditiously

and wickedly utter, and with aloud voice pronounce, speak and publish, amongst other

things, of and concerning the illegal refusal of the apprenticed labourers to work and
labour for and in the service of their employers, as in the introductory part of the first
count of this indictment is set forth and stated, and of and concerning the illegal declara-

tion and agsertion of the apprenticed labourers that they were free, as also set forth and

explained in the introductory part of the first count of this indictment, these other false,
scandalous, malicious and seditious words following; that is to say, What is your right,
you have aright to take (thereby meaning that there was no necessity to have recourse to

the law of the land to ascertain and support any rights, but that each and every individual
was justified in the illegal use of brute force and violence to obtain and keep what might

appear to him and them to be right). This book (thereby meaning the Holy Bible, on

which he the said William then and there placed his hand) tells you (meaning the said
last-mentioned liege subjects), and God tells you (meaning the said last-mentioned
subjects), that if anything belongs to you, and you do not get it by good words, you must

take it by force (thereby meaning that the said last-mentioned apprenticed labourers, liege

subjects of our said Lord the King, were of right exempted from working and labouring

for and in the service of their employers, could not be compelled by law so to work an
labour, were right in their refusal so to work and labour, and were justified andacting
legally, and in accordance with the laws of God, to support and insist upon such refusa

by force of arms), to the great scandal of our said Lord the King and his laws, to the evil

example of all others in the like case offending, and against the peace of our said Lord the

King, his crown and dignity. And the attorney-general aforesaid giveth the court here

farther to understand and be informed, that the said William, bemg such wicked and

evil-disposed person as aforesaid, and further wickedly, maliciously and seditiously devising

and intending as aforesaid, did afterwards, to wit, on the day and year aforesaid, at the

parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the Jurisdiction aforesaid, in the

presence and hearing of divers other liege and faithful subjects of our said Lord the King

then and there present, maliciously, seditiously and wickedly utter, and with a loud voice

pronounce, speak and publish, amongst other things, these other false, scandalous, malicious

and seditious words following; that is to say, What is your right, you have a right to take

(thereby meaning that there was no necessity to have recourse to the law of the land to

ascertain and support any right, but that each and every individual was justified in the

illegal use of brute force and violence to obtain and keep what might appear to him and

them to be right). This book (thereby meaning the Holy Bible, on which hethe said
illiam
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William then and there. placed his hand) tells you (meaning the said last-mentioned liege
subjects of our said Lord the King), and God tells you (meaning the said last-mentioned
subjects), that if any thing belongs to you, and you do not get it by good words, you must
take it by force (thereby meaning that the said ‘last-mentioned apprenticed labourers, liege
subjects of our said Lord the King, would be justified, and acting egally and in accordance
with the laws of God, to raise open war and rebellion in this Colony, and to oppose by force
of arms the just and due administration of the laws of said Colony), to the great scandal
of our said ford the King and his laws, to the evil example of all others in the like case
offending, and against the peace of vur said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. And
His Majesty’s attorney-general aforesaid giveth the court here further to understand and be
informed, that the said William, being a person of an evil, seditious and turbulentdisposition,
and maliciously intending and endeavouring to disturb the tranquillity, good order and govern-
ment of this Colony, and to endanger the persons and property of a great number of His
Majesty’s quiet and peaceable subjects, did, on the first day of August, in the ycar aforesaid,
and on divers other days and times between that day and the 12th day of the said month of
August in that year, at the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction
aforesaid, unlawfully, wickedly and maliciously intend, devise and endeavour, as inuch as in
him lay, to raise and create insurrections, riots and tumults within this Colony, for
the disturbance of His Majesty’s peace, and to the great terror and annoyance of his
liege and peaceable subjects. And that the said William, in prosecution of his said wicked
intention and purpose, and for the effecting and accomplishing thereof, did on the said 1st
day of August, in year aforesaid, and on the said other days and times, at the parish afore-
said, and in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, with force and arms
unlawfully, wickedly and maliciously incite, encourage, and as much as in him lay, endea-
vour and labour to persuade, instigate and prevailon William Jones and Benny, appren-
ticed labourers, attached to plantation La Belle Alliance, in the parish aforesaid, and John,
Dicky, Leander, Sammy and Charles, apprenticed labourers, attached to plantation Land
of Plenty, in the parish aforesaid, on July, an apprenticed labourer of Plantation Hen-
Tietta, in the parish aforesaid, and on divers other liege subjects of our said Lord the
King, whose names to the attorney-general aforesaid are as yet unknown, inhabiting in
the said parish of the Trinity, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction afore-
said, and in the neighbourhood of the same, with force and arms unlawfully, riotously
and tumultuously to assemble and gather together to disturb the peace of our said Lord the
King, and to injure and annoy a great number of the peaceable subjects of our said Lord
theKing in their persons and properties; and that by means and in pursuance of the said
wicked instigations and endeavours of the said William, a great number of persons, to the
number of 200 and more, to the attorney-general aforesaid as yet unknown, afterwards,
to wit, on the gth day of the said month of August, in the year aforesaid, with force and
arms, at the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid,
unlawfully, riotously, routously and tumultuously assembled and gathered together to disturb
the peace of our said Lord the King, and being so assembled and gathered together,
did then and there unlawfully, riotously, routously and tumultuously continue together in
a riotous and tumultuous manner for a long time, that is to say, ior the space of three
days the next following, and during all that time committed many great, violent and enor-
mous outrages, in breach of the peace of our said Lord the King, to the very great terror,
disturbance and grievance, not only of many of his said Majesty’s quiet and peaceable
subjects then inhabiting and residing there, but also of all other of his said Majesty’s quiet
and peaceable subjects then and there passing and repassing in and about their lawful
affairs and business, in contempt of our said Lord the King, in open violation of the laws,
ood order and government of this Colony, to the evil and pernicious example of all others

in the like case offending, and against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and
dignity. And His Majesty’s attorney-general aforesaid giveth the court here further to
understand and be informed, that the said William, being such person as aforesaid, and
unlawfully, maliciously and wickedly devising, intending and en eavouring again to dis-
turb the peace of our said Lord the King, and to cause other insurrections, riots, and
tumults within this Colony, to the great terror, annoyance and disturbance ofHis Majesty’s
liege and peaceable subjects, did afterwards, to wit, on the 10th day of the said month of
August, in the year aforesaid, at the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within
the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully, wickedly and maliciously incite, stir "ps and as
much as in him lay, endeavour and labour to persuade a great number of other liege sub-
jects of our said Lord the King, whose names to the attorney-general aforesaid are as
yet unknown, with force and arms, unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously to assemble
and gather together to disturb the peace of our said Lord the King, and to terrify, annoy,
disturb and injure many other of His said Majesty’s liege, peaceable and quiet subjects, in
contempt of our said Lord the King, in open violation of the laws, good order and govern-
ment of this Colony, to the evil and pernicious example of all others in the like case offend-
ing, and against the peace of our Lord the King, his crown and dignity.

(signed) William Arrindell, Attorney-general, R. O.
The prisoner William pleaded not guilty.
The Ourt unanimously finds the prisoner guilty on the two last counts of the indict-

- ment.
His Honour the Chief Justice ; His Honour J. W. Willis, First Puisne Judge; His Honour

Firebrace, Second Puisne Judge; Mr. J. E. Le Jolle, Assessor; Mr. W. L. Savory,
ditto; Mr. R. Buchan, ditto.
fo5
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The court is unanimous on the sentence.
The court condemns the prisoner William to be transported beyond seas to His Majesty’s

Colony of New South Wales, there to remain and be kept to hard labour for a period of
14 years.
i hus done at the 11th session of the Honourable the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice,

held at the Court House, Guiana Public Buildings, George Town;"Demerara, this 30th
day of September 1834.

(signed) Charles Wray, C.J.
John Walpole Willis, J.
Samuel Firebrace, J.
J. E. Le Jolle.
W. L. Savory.
R. Buchan.

By the Court,
(signed) Thomas C. Bagot, Secretary.

 

30 September 1834.
WILLIAM, 14 years’ transportation. I cordially concur with the court in this sentence.

I consider that the prisoner has in great measure been the cause of that misery which has
been inflicted on the wretched people who have been before the court; it is just therefore
that he should participate in the punishment. A crime of this nature was not contemplated
by His Majesty’s Government in the regulation for apprenticed labourers.

(signed) J. Walpole Willis,
First Puisne Judge of British Guiana.

A true copy, quod attestor,
‘harles Wilday, Registrar.

 

ELeventH CrimMINAL SESSION.

Extract from the CRIMINAL NOTE BOOK of his Honour the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Demerara and Essequibo.

Tuesday, the goth September 1834.
(After Prayers.)

William Arrindell, His Majesty’s Attorney-general in and for the Colony of British Guiana
Ratione Officti, versus William.

Attorney-general :—Sedition. 127. Art. of Emp. Cha. V, referred to in Van der Lind.
page 319: punishment, either hanging or transportation, or flogging.

_ Mattheus de Criminibus Lex Majestate: the same.

Francis Greenwich Bailey:]—I am manager of Belle Alliance, where I reside. I remember
the Ordinance for the government of apprenticed labourers being published before the 1st of
August, to take effect on that day. It was explained to the apprenticed labourers in the
parish, Richmond, Belle Alliance and Henrietta, all in the Trinity and adjoining. I was
present when it was explained about the 28th or 2gth July, for the first time, by Captain
Coleman, Mr. Bean and myself. Mr. Bean is a magistrate; Captain Colemanaspecial and
eneral magistrate, and senior justice of the peace. Were several hours in explaining to them.
I understand the negro character well, and I am perfectly certain they understood me.
They seemed to be very doubtful as to its being fact; and some of Mr. Bean’s people.
frankly said they did not consider it fact or true; they said they did not consider that was
law. “It was explained again on Friday the ist August. The same dissatisfaction and dis-
belief was then shown; they said they considered they were free ; they said they did not
believe that part about their apprenticeship. On the 2d I explained the law myself to our
own people, and I am certain all were present. After this, on Friday the 8th, they refused
to work, saying they were free; that the parson had told them in the church they were as.
free as the sun, and that the Governor’s Proclamation had told them that they were as free

as any white man after the 1st of August. The disturbance began on the 8th, and continued
until the Monday following. On Saturday the gth, Sunday the 10th, and Monday the 11th,
1 saw assemblage of people in the churchyard. I was amongst them three times, and passed
by them repeatedly; they had flags and flag-staffs displayed. Mr. Bean, a magistrate,
addressed them twice, and ordered them to disperse in the King’s name; they said they
were free, and would not work without hire. 1 know theprisoner ; did not see Lim there.

Thomas Coleman.|—1 am senior special magistrate in Trinity parish, and a general magis-
trate and justice of the peace for this Colony. I, in my official capacity, explained to the

apprenticed labourers in my district the Ordinance relating to apprenticed labourers for the
first time on the 28th July last. I summoned apprenticed labourers at each of the estates
to meet me at one estate, and I desired the managers to select the most intelligent man
from each. I have reason to believe that such came in the proportion of about two per
cent. of the population. I explained the Ordinance to them, and referred to the Act of Par-
liamentto prove to them it was the King’s law, which some of them seemed to doubt. I
directed them to go to their several estates, and to promulgate those laws and those expla-

nations
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nations to all their fellow-labourers. I explained the law particularly to the people on
Richmond on the 1st of August; again to Richmond and Belle Alliance on the od of
August, and again on the 4th of August; also to the people at Lima on the 3d of August.
I believe I was two hours in trying to convince them it was the law of the King, and not
made here; because some had expressed to me they suspected it was made in this country,
and not a law sent out from England. I explained it at Coffee Grove the 5th of August, on
Hampton Court on the sth or 6th. These estates are all within my district, and in the
parish of Trinity. At first they only seemed to doubt the truth of what I said, but were
very orderly for the first two or three days; but on my going to Lima they were very bois-
terous, (that was on the 3d), and would hardly listen to me; and on the sth and 6th, at
Coffee Grove and Hampton Court, they were exceedingly violent, and declared that it was
not the law, and if it was the law they would not have it. At Coffee Grove, in particular,
some of the most intelligent men came forward and declared they were free, and would not
work unless they were paid; that the parson had told them they were free, and that the
Governor told them long long ago (to use their expression,) that they would be free on the
ist of August as any white men. He could not go back from his word. The Coffee Grovepeople said at first they would not work at all but for wages; but on m explaining to them
the liberal provision that had been made for them by the same law, t ey said they would
work two hours in the day to pay their master for their houses and provisions ; that theythought was ample. I was ill on the oth, 10th and 11th of August.

John Halloway Duke.—I am rector of Trinity parish in this Colony. Part of the Ordi-
nance was explained on the ed of August by Mr. Austin, Thomas M‘Coy, both specialmagistrates. I myself told them they were to be apprenticed labourers for six years, anc
to work for seven anda half hours a day for that time ; but I did not read the law. I toldvarious apprenticed labourers this at various times. I told them the same thing in church.
I told some labourers from the Belle Alliance on the 7th August at my house. I thinkthey then said it was Mr. Bean’s law, and not the King’s law; but won't be very positive.
ist of August 1834, I explained that law in my sermon. I explained to them at HamptonCourt. There was a great deal said by the people, and the impression on my mind wasthey did not believe me. I told them I had heard they had said I had given a differ-ent version, and they denied it. They said theKinghad freed them. I have spoke onlyof apprenticed labourers of Trinity parish.
Cross-examined.]—TI cannot say I remember making any remark to them touching a sumof money paid by the people of England for them. They pointed out no passage that madethem free, that I can remember. I remember one man at Hampton Court saying that thefirst words he understood in my sermon was, that he was free—he was free indeed. I think

that impression might have been made from some words I used from the pulpit; the words
were in the text; but I believe I quoted the text in the sermon. The text was, “ If theSon therefore make you free, you shall be free indeed.” The sermon is published. I have it
not about me.

July.—I am an apprenticed labourer of Henrietta, next to the Richmond. I am sick-
nurse. I goto church. I know the prisoner. I was at the Trinity church on Sunday the10th of August; I saw the prisoner there. I heard him say, (he was speaking a great
deal, and had a book by him,) he said, “ God say by what is in this book, if you don’t get
it by good means you must take it by force.” I asked him if he was a freeman, he told mees. I asked him who give him free ; he told me his mother bought him and gave him free.
asked him where was his mother ; he said his mother was in town, and got house and land;

and he went away from me. He was a distance from me. It wasa Bible he held in hand.
Cross-examined.]-—I saw it wasa Bible; prayer-books and psalm-books were there ; they

are smaller. I know the book itself.
Jubba.—I belong to Belle Alliance. I know the prisoners. I saw William the same

Friday our people were setting down in the house. I laid down my work, and was on the
dam. William came up, and I asked where he came from; he said from town. I asked
him what he had, and he said soldiers were then at Hampton Court; they werecoming
along to every place, and as they got on each bridge they were to fire the gun and beat the
drum, and cry out, “ Hurrah! now you are bound.” He was passing; he kept talk as he
passed; he was on foot.

Charles——I am an apprenticed labourer, plantation Land of Plenty. I know the pri-soner; 1 saw him at a blacksmith’s shop about a fortnight before he was taken up. He
told me he was his own man now, and those who sought for it might get it—freedom.

William Jones.—I am apprenticed labourer of the Belle Alliance. Iam aconstable. I
Temember the gth, 10th and 11th August. I know prisoner; his name William. I saw
him on Friday before the gth. I heard him say a man called Benny, was the prisoner said
“ what, Benny, people can’t believe what Mr. Bean tell them; said it is not the law,” (the
negroes stopping at home on Friday). He said, “ you say Mr. Bean people working to-
ay, and to-morrow not going to work, unless the people know what they are to work for;

that people in town were as free as the sun.” I said to Benny, what kind of man is this
man? the prisoner heard me; the prisoner said this is not a place for a freeman to stop in.
I sayMr.Bean and the parson had explained the law, and there could beno better person
to @ it than they. He was then going into the negro yard, and I did not wish him 0 go
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there to tell the people anything. He said the people who worked were bloody fools,
because the people in town were as free as the sun; he said the King had made them free,
I heard this at the blacksmith’s shop on plantation La Belle Alliance. He said to-morrow
and Saturday Richmond people not going to work ; Richmond people not work on Satur-
day. I met him again on the bridge in the middle of the people, the bridge between Rich-
mond and La Belle Alliance; this was on Saturday the gth. He was sitting on the bridge;
plenty of people with him. He was speaking to the people, but I did not hear.

Cross-examined.]—I did not know William before this. I don’t know where he came
from. He told me on Friday the people would not work on Saturday.

Benney.--I am apprenticed labourer on Belle Alliance, anda constable. _I know prisoner.
T remember the disturbance on the gth, 10th and 11th August. I saw William the Friday
before the gth at Belle Alliance blacksmith shop. William Jones was there when the pri-
soner said Mr. Bean people are working Friday; they would not work Saturday; they
would not work for what their master was going to give them. William Jones tell him that
was not a place for a freeman to stop. Prisoner was then going into the negro yard. Wil-
liam Jones told him he must watch him. Prisoner said all the people in town was as free
as the sun; King give them free; said people was damned fool to work ; all the people on
the coast I understood. I was sent to arrest William ;.I found him at Richmond.3 1 took
hold of him. A man named Adam told me I must loose him. He said prisoner had been
on that estate fora week. I told Adam I had orders to take him up. He would not hear
what I say, and loosed the man; this was the same day he had been talking to me at the
Belle Alliance.

Leander Austin—I was at the churchyard on Sunday the 10th of August. I know the
risoner perfectly well, and had orders to take him up. I did, with Dicky, John and
ammy, apprenticed labourers attached to Land of Fenty. I can read and sign my name.

After taking him up, we tried to carry him away; but after we got him out of the gate the
people came and rescued him. After he got away, he said, you Land of Plenty negroes,
ou damned rascals, the Governor has made every person in town free, and white people

here wish to cheat them out of their freedom, and you join them. At that time there was
800 or goo people assembled, perhaps more.
Cross-examined.]—I saw July, of Henrietta, in church ; I saw July there before service

commenced. I left the church immediately after service. Prisoner was called out by a
man with me, Dicky. I went out before the prisoner; he was called out directly after.

John.—I am apprenticed labourer of Land of Plenty, and ama constable. I remember
the disturbances. I know prisoner; he has been employed by Mr. Goring and Mr. Fether-
ston. I saw him at church on the 10th of August. I had orders to take him up. I took
him to the church gate. I heard a woman say, what, you all going to stand still and let
them carry away that man, who has come here to tell us the truth. A great man eople
came and rescued him. After that he ran a few yards, and said, you Land oF Bienty
people, you are damned rascals ; that the Governor had made all the people free, and you
join the white people here to make them fools.

Cross-examined.}—I know July ; cannot say I saw him that day. I saw him in church,
and having my orders I took him after church in the churchyard, about five or six minutes
afler service. The three constables came out of the church before I did. The prisoner went
out of the church before I did, and I followed. I did not hear the prisoner make use of
particular language after service was over, nor do anything.

(I summed up.)
(A true extract.)

Charles Wilday, Registrar.

 

Enclosure 5, in No. 4.

ExEventu CRIMINAL SESSION.

Demerara and In the Honourable the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice in and
Essequibo, to wit.’ for the District of Demerara and Essequibo, in the Colony of

British Guiana. William Arrindell, His Majesty’s Attorney-general, in and for the
Colony of British Guiana, Ratione Officii, versus Bob, Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence,
and Sam, Apprenticed Lebourers.

William Arrindell, His Majesty’s attorney-general in and for the Colony of British
Guiana, ratione officii, giveth the court here to understand and be informed, that Bob,an
apprenticed labourer, of and attached to plantation Lima, in the parish of the Trinity, in
the district of Demerara and Essequibo, in the Colony of British Guiana, and within the
jurisdiction of the Honourable the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice of said district;
Sandy and Homer, apprenticed labourers, of and attached to plantation Exmouth, in the

parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid; and Cesar,
aurence and Sam, apprenticed labourers, of and attached to plantation Richmond, in ne

pari
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arish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid; together
with divers other evil-disposed persons, to the number of300 and more, to the attorney-general
unknown, did on the ninth day of August in the year ofour Lord 1834, and in the fifth year of
the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, with force and arms, at the parish afore-
said, in the district aforesaid, and wpehin the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully, riotously,
and tumultuously assemble together, to the disturbance of the public peace. And the said
Bob, Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence and Sam, and the said other persons to the attorney-
eneral aforesaid unknown, being so unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously assembled

together, to the disturbance of the public peace as aforesaid, afterwards and whilst ‘they
were so assembled as aforesaid, to wit, on the day and year aforesaid, at the parish afore-
said, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, one Charles Bean, esq.
(then being one of the justices of our said Lord the King, assigned to keep the peace of our
said Lord the King in and for the district aforesaid, in the Colony aforesaid), as near to them
the said Bob, Sand » Homer, Cesar, Laurence, and Sam, and the said other persons to the
attorney-general aforesaid unknown, so unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously assembled
as aforesaid, as he the said Charles Bean could then and there safely come, did then and
there command and cause to be commanded silence; and that the said Charles Bean after
that did then and there, as near to them the said Bob, Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence
and Sam, and the said other persons so assembled as aforesaid, as he the said Charles Bean
could then and there safely come, with a loud voice, in the King’s name, (thereby meanin
in the name of our said sovereign Lord William the Fourth) require and command the sai
Bob, Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence and Sam, and the said other persons to the attorney-
eneral aforesaid unknown, immediately to disperse themselves, and peaceably to depart to

their respective estates, or to their lawful business, upon pain as the law directed. And
the attorney-general aforesaid giveth the court here further to understand and be informed,
that the said Bob, Sandy, Homer, Czsar, Laurence and Sam, and the said other persons, to
the number of 300 and more, to the Attorney-general aforesaid unknown, being so required
and commanded by the said Charles Bean, the justice aforesaid, to disperse themselves and
peaceably to depart to their respective estates, or to their lawful business, did then and there,
to the number of 300 and more, with force and arms, notwithstanding the said requisition
and command so made as aforesaid, feloniously, unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously
remain and continue together by the space of three days after such requisition and com-
mand so made by the said Charles Bean, as and being such justice of the peace as aforesaid,
in contempt of our said Lord the King and his laws, to the great disturbance and terror of
the quiet and peaceable subjects of our said Lord the King, to the evil example of all others
in the like case offending, and against the peace of our said sovereign Lord the King, his
crown and dignity. And His Majesty’s attorney-general in and for the Colony aforesaid,
giveth the court here further to understand and be informed, that the said Bob, Sandy,
Homer, Cesar, Laurence and Sam, together with divers other evil-disposed persons, to the
number of 300 and more, to the attorney-general aforesaid unknown, on the said ninth da
of August, in the year aforesaid, with force and arms, to wit, with flags and colours erected,
hoisted and flying, and with sticks, staves and other offensive weapons, at the parish afore-
said, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid, unlawfully, niotously and
routously, did assemble and gather together to disturb the peace of our said Lord the King;
and being so assembled and gathered together armed, and with flags and colours erected,
hoisted and flying, as last aforesaid, did then and there unlawfully, riotously and routously
make a great noise, riot and disturbance, and did then and there remain and continue wit
flags and colourserected,hoisted and flying, and armed, as last aforesaid, making such noise,
riot and disturbance for the space of two days and more then next following, to the great
disturbance and terror, not only of the liege subjects of our said Lord the King there being
and residing, but of all other the liege subjects of our said Lord the King then passing and
Tepassing in and along the King’s common highway there, in contempt of our said Lord the
King and his laws, to the evil example of all others in the like case offending, and against
the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown and dignity. And His Majesty’s attorney-
‘general in and for the Colony aforesaid giveth the Court here further to understand and be
informed, that the said Bob, Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence and Sam, together with divers
other evil-disposed persons, to the number of 300 and more, to the Attorney-general aforesaid
unknown, did on the said gth day of August, in the year aforesaid, with force and arms, to
wit, at the parish aforesaid, in the district aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction aforesaid,
unlawfully, riotously and routously assemble and gather together to disturb the peace of our
said Lord the King, and being so assembled and gathered together, did then and there un-
lawfully, tiotously and routously make a great noise and disturbance, and then and there
remain and continue making such noise, riot and disturbance for the space of two days and
more then next following, to the great disturbance and terror, not only of the liege subjects
ofour said Lord the King there being and residing, but of all other the liege subjects of our
said Lord the King then passing and repassing in and along the King’s common highway
there, in contempt of our said Lord theKing and his laws, to the evil example of all others
i the like case offending, and against the peace of our Lord the King, his crown and
ignity,

(signed). William Arrindell, Attorney-general. R. O.
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Bob pleaded not guilty.
Sandy pleaded not guilty.
Homer pleaded not guilty.
Cesar pleaded not guilty.
Laurence pleaded not guilty.
Sam pleaded not guilty.

The court unanimously finds all the prisoners guilty, with the exception of the words
“ sticks and staves ” in the third count of the indictment.
His Honour Charles Wray, Chief Justice ; His Honour John Walpole Willis, First Puisne

Judge; His Honour Samuel Firebrace, Second Puisne Judge; Mr. George Booker, Asses-
sor; Mr. Charles Grant, Assessor; Mr. W. L. Savory, Assessor.

His Honour the Chief Justice - | - Transportation for 14 years.
Six months’. imprisonment and

hard labour.
Bob -  -( His Honour the Second Puisne Judge, Transportation for 14 years.

Mr. George Booker - - - - = = = ditto.
Mr. Charles Grant - - - - = = ditto
(Mr. W.L.Savory - - - - = = ditto.

His Honour the First Puisne Judge -

(His Honour the Chief Justice -  - £50 lashes and one month imprison-
ment.

i ‘ : Three months’ imprisonment andHone’ sas, His Honour the First Puisne Judge - { hard labour.

Laurence | His Honour the Second Puisne Judge {5° lashes and one month imprison-
ment.

and Sam. Mr. George Booker - - - - - «- ditto.
Mr. Charles Grant - - - - = © ditto
(Mr. W.L.Savory - - - - - = ditto. 

SENTENCE.

The court condemns the prisoner Bob to be transported beyond the seas, to His Majesty’s
Colony of New South Wales, there to remain and be kept to hard labour for the term of
14 years. ;

he court condemns the prisoners Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence and Sam, to be im-
prisoned in His Majesty’sgaol of this district, for the space of one calendar month, and during
the period of such imprisonment to be publicly flogged in the market-place of George Town,
by receiving each 60 lashes with a cat-o’-nine-tails on his bare back.
Thus done at the 11th session of the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice, held at the

Court House, Guiana Public Buildings, this goth day of September 1834.

(signed) Charles Wray, C.J.
John Walpote Willis, J.
Samuel Firebrace, J.
George Booker.
C. Grant.
W. ZL. Savory.

By the Court,
(signed) Thomas C. Bagot, Secretary.

A true copy, quod attestor,
Charles Wilday, Registrar.

 

Enclosure 6, in No. 4.

ELzeventu Criminau Session.
Extract from the CRIMINAL NOTE BOOK of his Honour the Chief Justice of the

Supreme Court of Demerara and Essequibo.
Tuesday, 30 September 1834.

(After Prayers.)
William Arrindell, His Majesty’s Attorney-general in and for the Colony of British Guiana,

Ratione Officii, versus Bob, Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence aud Sam, Apprenticed
Labourers.

September goth, 1834.--Bob, Sandy, Homer, Cesar, Laurence and Sam, Apprenticed
Labourers.

The prisoners severally pleaded not guilty.
Charles Bean, esq. (sworn.)—Is a planter, residing on plantation Richmond, Trinity

arish, Essequibo. Ts a magistrate or justice of the peace. Remembers the rivt in August
fast of apprenticed labourers, Riots in the churchyard began on the gth and ended on the
11th. ent to the churchyard where the rioters were assembled ; ordered and required
them to leave the churchyard on the morning, and again on the evening of the 10th of
August; they had flags and a flag-staff; the flags were flying on Sunday evening, ite

whoi
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‘whole of Monday, and believes onSaturday night. Identifies three as belonging to Rich-mond; believes Bob also, as belonging to Lima; Cesar, Sandy and Laurence, the three
prisoners belong to Richmond. Bob of Lima was extremely violent both in language and pes-
ture. When I went to the churchyard on the morning of Sunday to require the rioters to dis-perse,I particularly observed the man who I believe-to be Bob of Lima, holding up his handto me in a menacing manner, and threatening me, saying that [had made the law to injurethem, “to cut them,” I think the expression was, and he was with difficulty kept quiet by theman Frederick, of Devonshire Castle ; he continued noisy thewhole time that I remained there.
I returned again in the evening, about six o’clock, when I observed the same man conduct-‘ing himself in a similar manner, and I accordingly ordered two of my constables to appre-hend him; they did so, but he was rescued from them by the other rioters in the church-
yard. Believes the constables were Munro and Tanner. [I am sure that the man I saw in
the evening and ordered the constables to arrest was the same man I saw in themorning.When they told me who he (Bob) was, I applied to Mr. Rose, of plantation Lima, to havethe man Bob apprehended; he ordered it accordingly to be done; the manager said there
were three Bobs, but one of them was absent; the other two were sent for and produced tome, neither of whom proved to be the prisoner; two days after I saw the prisoner at thebar at plantation Coffee Grove; I had him apprehended in the presence of the Governor,who sent him on to town. I saw the other three prisoners who I have identified, among
the mob, between the gth and 11th of August, I merely saw them among the mob; I spoketo the man Cesar; Ido not recollect seeing them in the morning ; 5 saw them on the
evening of Sunday; I saw them when I first went into the churchyard ; at the beginning ofthe scuffle I said to Cesar, “ that after what had passed, I was sorry to see him there.”
He did not leave when I spoke to him. In my capacity, and in the King’s name, I ordered
he assembled multitude to disperse on Sunda evening; I will not swear to the man Lau-ence at that time. I saw the other three I have named, that is, Bob, Cesar and Sam,
there; do not recollect seeing Laurence at all there. The whole of the people were verynoisy and tumultuous; there were about 50 at first, they increased to about 1,000.

Tanner (sworn.)—Apprenticed labourer of Richmond. Mr. Bean is my master; remembersbeing at the church with him when the people were assembled at the church ; know Cesar,Sam and Lawrence, belonging to Richmond. I know that (Bob) was there, although I donot know his name; at first Sunday evening, between four and five, his master himselfcalled him to go to church, to make the people go out of the churchyard. I ama con~stable; I went. I told-them to go out of the churchyard, they said * No, they would notg0;” and then my master called me and the other constables to see and. take down theflag ; they tried all they could do, and they could not get down the flag, there were so manyhands prevented us; there were five of us only. I cannot tell the number of people againstus, there was a number; we tried all we could do, and could not do better, and Mr. Bean,my master, toldus to stop, and we waited till six o’clock. My master spoke to a boy, Idonot know to what estate the boy belonged, I believe his name is Bob; and he called all the(five) constables to come and take Bob; we all five took hold of him, and then so much, somany people, upon them, that they took him away; he (the boy) did not go away after that,he stopped there.—{Identifies the prisoner Bob as theperson.)
Cross-examined.]—Never saw Bob before that time 3 never seen him since.

Adam (sworn.)—Remembers being in the churchyard, in Trinity churchyard, when theflags were flying and there was a riot on Sunday evening, with his master, Mr. Bean. Iama constable; my master ordered me to tell the people to come out of the churchyard, I toldthem; my master told me to take down the flag; we tried to take itdown and couldnot, so much of people there; I was opposed by all the poorle that were there. I saw
‘Cesar there; saw Laurence, he was outside the churchyard ; saw Bob there, never saw be-fore he was in the churchyard; he was impudent to my master when he told him to comeout of the churchyard. tie said “he shan’t come out;” my master ordered the consta-bles to take him up; we tried to do so, we laid hold of him, but there so much people wecould not; the people got him away from us constables.

Cross-examined.]-——Saw Cesar helping the other people to prevent the constables gettingaway the flag; saw him standing there.

Hamlet (sworn.)—I am a constable 3 remembers the disturbances; went once to thechurchyard at 10 o’clock in the morning. First guard allowed me to get in, and when Igotin, some of the first guard come and take me up, and some. come from the flag-staff, andthen they hoist me up and bring me back again, and leave me on the King’s road ; hoistedme high; Bob was there, he was one who took me.up; Tam sure of it. I know all thePrisoners but Sandy and Homer; all those I know were there, though only Bob assisted incarrying me out.

Wm. Hale (sworn.)——Manager of plantation Exmouth. Remembers the disturbances;knows the prisoners Homer and Sandy. On Monday the 11th, about two o’clock, I waspassing by the churchyard, I saw a mob and Sandy amongst them; he had not been toWork since the 2d of August; he had not leave from me to be absent. Saw theflag-stafferected; did not see any coloursflying.
F, G. Baillie (sworn.)—Manager of La Belle Alliance. Remembers the disturbances; -nows the whole of the prisoners by sight; saw every one of them in the churchyard; saw

Bob, Laurence, Sam and Ceesar there a variety of times, the other two I do not recollect to278,
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have seen more than twice at the churchyard. I saw the four first I have mentioned on
Sunday morning, several times on Sunday and Sunday evening, and also on Monda
Sunday the 10th and Monday the 11th of August; saw the other two there on Sunday
evening and on Monday. The man Bob particularly drew my attention on Sundaymorn.
ing; Bob was the foremost hooting and yelling when Mr. Bean could not succeed. When
Mr. Bean turned his back the people ran after him, and I turned round conceiving Mr,
Bean might be in danger, and thenIsaw Bob the most forward; I again saw Bob on Sun-
day evening, one of the most active among the rabble. I can merely swear that I saw the
remainder there ; Bob was one of the most violent thatI saw in the whole multitude.

Cross-examined.]—Knows Sam quite well; has known him for the last six or seven
years; at one time when I saw Sam there, about mid-day on Sunday, there were not more
than 100 people; I also saw him in the ufternoon. I cannot swear positively that Sam was
at the place at the particular time;Bob was very prominent among the people; could not
-be mistaken as to Sam being there; recollects particularly seeing Sam and Laurence there
together, rather before the church service. It is usual for the negroes to be there a short
time before the service begins.

For the Defence—
Mr. Harvey urges the testimony of the last witness as being favourable to Sam.
I summed up.
In this and another case I read the following publicly:

The Judges are all of opinion that the magistrate could legally on this occasion have
used the power of the troops to disperse the mob. He had given repeated orders to dis-
perse, which were disobeyed and treated with insult and contempt ; and he would have been
justified in using the power of the troops, to such an extent as circumstances might ulti-
mately render necessary, to compel obedience, and quell so numerous, violent and dan-
gerous an assemblage.

. A true extract.
(signed) Charles Wilday, Registrar.

 

— No. 5.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Lieut.-Governor
Sir J. C. Smyth, dated Downing-street, 1 Jan. 1835.

I wAvE received your Despatches of the 12th and 18th October, reporting the proceedings
of the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice, specially convened by yourself for the purpose of
trying the apprenticed labourers, accused of assembling together in considerable numbers,
and of riotous and seditious conduct in the Essequibo district.

In consequence of the difference of opinion subsisting between the judges who presided
at these trials, respecting the liability of the apprentices to punishment under the common
law, or (as it might be more accurately expressed) the Roman Dutch Law, I have thought

it my duty to refer the question to the law officers of the Crown. In the absence of the

Solicitor-general, I have only been able to procure the report of the Attorney-general, and
by him I am informed that the judgment of the majority of the court was accurate in point
of law, and that the objection raised by Mr. Justice Willis cannot be sustained. The
prisoners sentenced to transportation have reached England; and the sentence will be car-

ried into effect as soon as an opportunity offers of removing them to New South Wales or
Van Diemen’s Land.
From your Despatch of the 12th October, I learn, that of the 32 persons condemned to

corporal” punishment and imprisonment, the whole number have received His Majesty's

pardon. { presume that this pardon extends to both parts of the sentence, the confinement
in gaol, as well as the floggings. The reason which you have assigned for this lenity, how-
ever just in itself, would scarcely seem to sustain the practical conclusion which you
deduced from it. Entirely concurring with you in deprecating severe public floggings as a

mode of punishment (associated as it must be in the minds of the sufferers themselves, and

of the bystanders, with recollections which cannot be too soon effaced), I must yet hesitate

in adopting the ‘opinion that the general interest of society is better consulted by a total
remission of punishment in such a case as that of the rioters at Essequibo, than by per-

mitting some at least of their number to undergo the penalty of the law. The argument,

however conclusive in favour of the substitution of some other sentence, can I think hardly

establish the fitness of rendering it wholly inoperative.

There is indeed one ground on which the convicts might have urged, plausibly at least,

if not with perfect justice, a claim to some mitigation of the punishments to which they had
been adjudged. The law respecting the duties of apprenticed labourers had very recently
been explained to them by persons acting under the immediate authority of the local Govern-

ment. It is not unnatural that they should so far have misunderstood the lessons thus

impressed on them, as to have inferred that they were safe from any penalty more severe
than
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than that which the recent enactment had denounced for a concerted and riotous opposition
to the law. In the result this appeared to be a fatal error; yet it was such an error as
might perhaps have justified a mitigation of the rigour of the law, if the enforcement of it
had not been imperiously demanded for the preservation of society from disasters of the
gravest character.

 

—No. 6.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Secretary Lord Glenelg to Lieut.~Governor Sir James
Carmichael Smyth.

Sir, Downing-street, 11 June 1835.

MY attention has lately been directed to the case of the convicts named Frederick,
Fothergill, and William, mentioned _in the Earl of Aberdeen’s Despatch of the 1st January
last. The fourth convict, named Bob, died in the month of March last, at the Hulks
at Woolwich, where the survivors yet remain.

It is evident from Lord Aberdeen’s Despatch, and other information assures me of the
fact, that his Lordship acquiesced in enforcing the sentences against these convicts with
great reluctance. His explanation of his own view of the subject will best be given by the
ollowing quotation from the Despatch of the 1st January:

*¢ There is,” observes Lord Aberdeen, “one ground on which the convicts might have
urged plausibly at least, if not with perfect justice, the claim to some mitigation of the
punishments to which they had been adjudged. The law respecting the duties of appren-
ticed labourers had very recently been explained to them, by persons acting under the
immediate authority of the local Government. It is not unnatural that they should so far
have misunderstood the lessons thus impressed on them, as to have inferred that they were
safe from any penalty more severe than that which the recent enactment had denounced
for a concerted and riotous opposition to the law. In the result this appeared to bea fatal
error; yet it was such an error as might perhaps have justified a mitigation of the rigour
of the law, if the enforcement of it had not been imperiously demanded for the preservation
of society from disasters of the gravest character.”
WhenI recollect that one of the judges of the Colony participated in the error into

which Lord Aberdeen here supposes these illiterate and ignorant men to have fallen, I can-
not but feel that the apology they derive from it is of peculiar force. If the maxim that
ignorance of the law is no excuse for transgression, must be accepted in its utmost rigour as
a rule of conduct, yet still an exception can hardly be refused in favour of those who, from
the cause adverted to by Lord Aberdeen, are peculiarly liable to a misconception which, at
the first moment of so great a change, might have befallen persons of far higher pretensions
to moral and intellectual culture than themselves.
_ While thua the motives for lenity which pressed upon the mind of my predecessor remain
in undiminished force, the inducements which he reluctantly admitted for adopting the
more rigorous course have lost much of their original weight. Since the tst January last,
the peace of the Colony appears from your reports to have been entirely undisturbed, and
there is reason to hope that any great severity is no longer requisite for the public safety. If
the utmost extent of punishment sanctioned by the new ordinance had been inflicted, the
Imprisonment of the convicts would have terminated in the ensuing autumn. Under all
the circumstances of the case, I think that what they have already undergone, approaching
closely as it does to that penalty, will suffice for every salutary object which the punishment
of these men could answer.

Tam the more induced to adopt this view of the subject, from the consideration that
their offences, formidable as they were at the moment to the peace of the Colony, were un-
attended with any injury to the person or property of any one, and from learning that the
conduct of the convicts during their detention at the Hulks has been remarkably docile,
industrious and decorous. They are reported to be expert and diligent mechanics, and
quietand inoffensive men. J have naturally felt much solicitude to avoid (if compatibly
with justice to society at large it could be avoided) the pain of consigning such persons to
& residence in a convict population.

For these reasons, His Majesty, on my humble advice, has been graciously pleased to
grant His free pardon to those convicts. They will be sent by the first convenient oppor-
tunity to Demerara, there to resume their employment as apprenticed labourers for the
vemainder of the term of their original apprenticeship; such being the condition on which,
as has been explained to them, their pardon is granted.

I have, &c.

(signed) § Glenelg.

278,

BRITISH
GUIANA,

een,

Appendix (A.)

 

Trial of Damon
and Others,

No. 4..

 

No. 6.

335



336

MAURITIUS.

No. 127.

Order in Council

208 PAPERS RELATIVE TO .THE ABOLITION OF

MAURITIUS.

 

—No. 127.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice to Major-General
Sir. William Nicolay.

Sir, Downing-street, 18 September 1834,
I nave the honour to transmit to you the enclosed Order of His Majesty in

‘17 September 1834, Council, “ for giving effect, in the Colony of Mauritius, to the Statute 3d & 4th
ptinted in Appen-
dix (B.) No. 15. William Iv. c. ‘73, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Domi-

nions.”
Although Parliament has in this Act, as regards those Colonies which are

subject to the legislative authority of His Majesty in Council, referred to
His Majesty in Council the duty of supplying by local enactments all sub-
ordinate details necessary for completing the important measure of negro
emancipation; yet this course was not suggested from any distrust of the
legislative bodies existing in those settlements, but for the purpose of showing
that the problem proposed, of regulating the relations of the apprenticed
labourers to their employers and the State, admitted of solution, and that the
condition upon the. performance of which the right to participate in the com-
Pensation fund granted by Parliament was made to depend, was not impos-
sible.

In order that in framing the proposed regulations, His Majesty’s Government
might be assisted by the experience of persons intimately conversant with the
local circumstances of the respective Colonies to which those regulations were
to be applied, I apprised you in my Circular Despatch of the 5th September
last, that in the interval which would elapse betweenthat.date and the intro-
duction of the system of apprenticeship, the drafts of the proposed Orders
would be generally made known throughout the Colonies; and that His
-Majesty’s Government would not only admit, but invite and weigh with all
care, such observations as they might call forth, and such suggestions as any
persons might be disposed to make for the improvement of their projected
regulations. This plan of proceeding has been carried into execution with
reference to the British West India Colonies, and it was originally intended to
pursue the same course with respect to Mauritius. The execution of this
intention, however, was deferred in consequence of the dissensions which were
known to exist in that Colony, and especially amongst the legal authorities.
It was subsequently considered that, as the Act of Parliament was not to come
into operation at Mauritius till six months after it would become law in the.
West India Colonies, and that as in the interval the views and opinions of the
local authorities in those various Colonies, some of which are in many respects
similarly circumstanced with Mauritius, would be fully known and discussed,
the materials and suggestions which could reasonably be desired with a view
to framing an enactment suited to Mauritius, would be amply supplied without
the necessity of making a special reference to the authorities of that Island. .

Accordingly, the Order in Council which I now enclose is, with the exception
of a few modifications, precisely similar to that which has been enacted for the
Island of Trinidad. The two principal alterations consist in the discretion
which is allowed, on the subjects of food and clothing, to the local authorities,
to substitute for the articles specified such other articles of food and clothing
as they shall consider to be equivalent. This course has been deemed neces-
sary, because the Order in Council of the 2d November 1831 never having
been in actual force in Mauritius, it is doubtful what may be the exact state of
the law there on those subjects, and even whether there exists any law suffi-
ciently clearly defined to give practical effect to the intention of the Act of
Parliament. The articles of food and clothingprovisionally specified in the

presen
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present Order are those fixed by the Governor and Council of Trinidad, in
conformity with the discretion allowed by the Order of the 2d November
1831.

I have only to add, that many of the details of this important measure are
left to the decision of the Council of Government and yourself. I feel justified
in adopting this course, not only from the almost insuperable difficulty of
definitely settling such details without being actually on the spot, but also
because I am satisfied, from the very favourable accounts which I have
received, both from yourself and fromother’quarters, of the disposition of
the inhabitants of Mauritius generally with respect to the great measure of
negro emancipation, that the Council of Government and its individual
members are prepared to address themselves to the consideration of those
subjects with a full sense of their importance, in a spirit of justice towards the
apprenticed labourers, and with a sincere desire to carry into execution the
measures incidental to the abolition of slavery, in the manner most likely to
ensure the general prosperity of the community of Mauritius.

I have, &c.
(signed): 7. Spring Rice.

 

—No. 128.—

Extract of a DESPATCH from Major-General Sir William Nicolay to
Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, dated Mauritius, 8 October 1834.

YOU may rely on my utmost exertions to do justice to the favourable
opinion you are pleased to express with regard to the course I shall pursue on
the important subject of slave emancipation. As the Abolition Act will come
into operation in this Colony on the 1st of February next, and no instructions
having yet arrived expressive ofthe desire of His Majesty’s Government
respecting the rules and regulations referred to in the 16th clause of that Act,
I purpose, on Monday next, to bring the matter before the Council of Govern-
ment, in order to establish by legislative enactment such regulations as are
indispensable previously to the Act coming into effect. I shall have the
honour to address you upon this subject at an early opportunity.

 

—No. 129.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Major-General Sir William Nicolay to Mr.
Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Mauritius, 20 November 1834.
IN my Despatch of the sth ult. I intimated that, as the time was fast ap-

proaching when the Abolition Act will come. into operation in this Colony, and
that no instructions whatever had beenreceived with respect to various rules
and regulations requisite to carry the provisions of that Act into full effect, it
was my intention to bring this subject, in reference to the 4th and 16th clauses,
before the Council of Government.
The only document that I have yet seen, expressive of the opinion of His

Majesty’s Government upon the points alluded to, is the project of an Order
in Council (dated 19 October 1833) for “ British Guiana,” as published in
the London newspapers; and I accordingly introduced that project as a basis
for legislative enactment in this Colony, subject of course to. such modifications
as local circumstances might require.

I am aware that considerable inconvenience may arise from the disallowance
of anymaterial parts of such,enactments, after they shall have been put in force ;
but this is a case where there is no-alternative.
278. It
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It appearing to the Council that the subjects handled in the first and
third chapters of the Guiana project are most immediately urgent, an ordi-
nance in reference thereto has been passed; and J have the honour herewith
to transmit a transcript of it. The remaining chapters are now under dis-

17 September1834; CUssion.
vide Appendix (B.)
Ne 16.

No. 180.

No, 131.

This Island is divided into eight districts, to each of which it is proposed to
allot a special justice, a sergeant, and at least ten police guards. I doubt,
however, whether in some of the districts this force will be sufficient, especially
as there is no militia at Mauritius.

It will also be necessary that there be a special justice anda police esta-
blishment at Seychelles, there being at present upwards of 5,000 slaves on
that Island; and all the rules and regulations prescribed for Mauritius will
be equally in force there.

There will be some difficulty in providing for the future management and
discipline of the apprentices in some of the lesser Islands dependent on this
Colony, and where the number of slaves at present is small.
Iam now looking out for proper persons to be appointed police-sergeants

and guards; and if unhappily the gentlemen destined to be special justices for
this Colony should not arrive here by the 1st February next, I must make the
best temporary arrangement in my power; but I trust this will not occur. I
am likewise still in hopes that before that period, I shall receive from you spe-
cific directions which will supersede the local ordinances that, in the absence of
such directions, it has been absolutely requisite to pass.

I have, &c.
(signed) William Nicolay.

 

—No. 130.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Aberdeen to Major-General
Sir William Nicolay. -

Sir, Downing-street, 16 March 1835.
I nave received your Despatch, dated the 20th November last, transmitting

a transcript of an ordinance which you had passed with the advice and consent
of the Council of Government of Mauritius, intituled, « An Ordinance for the
purpose of dividing the Colony into districts; for the formation of special esta-
blishments of Police, ordered by the 14th article of the Abolition Act of the
28th August 1838; and for determining the formalities necessary to carry into
effect the division of the Apprenticed Labourers into their respective classes,
conformably to the 4th and 16th articles of the said Act.”

This ordinance having been passed under an inevitable ignorance of the
fact, that in pursuance of the Act of Parliament, His Majesty had already made
an Order in Council for the same purpose, and that Order having been trans-
mitted to you by my predecessor on the 18th September last, I have considered
it my duty to recommend His Majesty to disallow the ordinance, the utility of
the enactments of which ordinance has been superseded. .

I have received the King’s commands to convey to you His Majesty’s disal-
lowance of the above-mentioned ordinance accordingly.

I have, &c.
(signed) Aberdeen.

 

— No. 181. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to Mr.
Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Mauritius, 10 January 1835.
YES Majesty’s ship Magicienne has this moment arrived here, on her way

from India to England, and will proceed thither immediately. Iwill, how-
ever,
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ever, write a few hasty lines to acquaint you that no instructions have yet
arrived here, conveying any details for my guidance with regard to the carry-
ing into effect the provisions of the Abolition Act, which will come into ope-
ration three weeks hence.

Local ordinances for that purpose have been passed by the Council of
Government; and I have taken such preparatory executive measures as I trust
will attain the object in question, in a way to eet as nearly as possible the
intentions of His Majesty’s Government.

I entertain a sanguine expectation that this great change will be accomplished
with but little difficulty.

I have, &c.

(signed) William Nicolay.

 

' — No. 132,—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolay to the Right Honourable
. T. Spring Rice, dated Mauritius, 29 January 1835,

YOUR Despatch of the 18th September last, transmitting an Order of His
Majesty in Council for giving effect, in the Colony of Mauritius, to the statute
8 & 4 Will. Iv. c. 73, did not arrive here until the 17th instant. It is there-
fore impossible to put it in force by the 1st of next month: for the provisions
of that Order require to be most maturely considered, especially with regard
to the various and important details left to the decision of the Council of
Government; and which, for the reasons I have given in a former Despatch,
cannot be done until the whole of the Order in Council shall have been trans-
lated into good French, an undertaking of no small magnitude in this Colony,
where the work of the most able translator that can be found always requires
most careful examination and numerous corrections, before it can be fit for pub-
jication, particularly where the subject involves technical law terms.

To promulgate an Order of such extreme importance, without having taken
all possible precaution to ensure its correctness, might evidently be productive
of serious public evil.

In the concluding part of my Despatch of the 8th October last, I signified
that, in the absence of all instructions from home for establishing certain rules
and regulations for carrying into complete effect the Abolition Act, it was my
intention to bring that subject before the Council of Government.
And on the 20th November last, I forwarded to you a transcript of an ordi-

nance, (No. 11 of 1834,) passed by the Council ; and which, under certain modi-
fications, was framed upon the basis of the project of an ordinance for the
Colony of British Guiana, as given in the public newspapers, and which was
the only intimation I had received as to the intentions of His Majesty’s
Government upon the subject in question.
The same principle was afterwards pursued with respect to the remainder of

the Guiana project ; and on the 6th instant an ordinance, nearly similar in its
provisions, was passed by the Council of Government of this Colony, and
ordered to be immediately printed and published for general information.

‘This ordinance will therefore come into operation on the 1st of next month,
and will remain in force until superseded by the Order of the King in Council,
after that Order shall have been duly studied and correctly prepared for pro-
mulgation.

In the meantime it is very gratifying to perceive that the Order in Council
and the local ordinance are in principle the same, and that the difference
between them in matters of detail appears to bebut small; the transition from
the one to the other will therefore be easy.
The fair transcript of the local ordinance is not quite completed, but shall

be transmitted to you by the next opportunity.
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MAURITIUS. — No. 133. —

No. 133. Cory of a DESPATCH from Major-general Sir William Nicolay to Mr.
Secretary Spring Rice.

Sir, Mauritius, 31 January 1835,
Superseded by I nave now the honour to transmit an anthenticated transcript of the ordi-
Order in Council nance, (No. 1 of 1835,) passed by the Council of Government of this Island, for
seRtoerdie(aS carrying into effect the statute 3 & 4 Will. 1V. ¢. 73; upon the subject of which
No. 16. ” ordinance I wrote at some length in my Despatch of the 29th inst.

I likewise transmit transcripts of the under-mentioned ordinances :
No. 2 of 1835 ; a mere temporary ordinance for extending the term before
anted, for the delivery of lists of slaves.
No. 3 of 1835 ; for amending the laws relative to runaway slaves.
No. 4 of 1835; respecting the declaration of births, marriages and deaths

among apprentices. .

The last two ordinances became necessary, in consequence of the approach-
ing change from a state of slavery to that of apprenticeship.

T have, &c.
(signed) Wilham Nicolay.

 

— No. 134. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-general Sir William
Nicolay.

No. 134, Sir, Downing-street, 31 May 1835.
I wave received your Despatch of the 31st January last, enclosing four

ordinances passed by yourself, with the advice and consent of the Council of
Government of that Island. .
The ordinance, (No. 1,) for enforcing and regulating the execution of the

Slavery Abolition Act, having been superseded by the arrival in the Island of
the Order made by His Majesty in Council for the same purpose, His Majesty
is pleased to disallow that ordinance.
The ordinance, (No. 3), for amending the laws relative to runaway slaves, is

disallowed by His Majesty for the same reason. Independently of the motive
which thus forbids the confirmation of this law, I would remark that it is ob-
jectionable because it enables the employer to confine the predial apprenticed
labourer to the plantation throughout the whole of every day ; and would thus
render it impossible for the apprentice to hire out his services during his own
leisure, to any person who might be disposed to pay the highest wages for
them. It is at variance with the spirit of the Slavery Abolition Act, and of
the subsidiary Order in Council, thus to secure to the employer a monopoly of
the extra services of his apprentice.
The ordinance, (No. 4), respecting the marriages of apprenticed labourers,

contains an article, No. 4, of which the sense is equivocal. I understand it
however to mean, that no apprentice may marry without the employer's
consent, but that, should that consent be refused on grounds which the special
justice shall consider inadequate, then the consent of the justice to the
marriage shall supersede the difficulty, and the ceremony shall take place.
All formalities required in the marriages of other persons are to be dispensed
with.

The spirit of the law which has established the freedom of the apprenticed
labourers, is opposed to all regulations of this nature. There is not sufficient
reason why they should not live precisely under the same ‘marriage law as the
rest of the society. The distinctions to which it is proposed by this ordinance
to subject them, even if not vexatious, are at least invidious. They tend to
impair that great principle of legal equality between all classes of the King’s
subjects, whatever their origin or colour, which it is so evidently necessary to
maintain. I must further remark that restraints on the freedom ofmarriage,

suc
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such as this ordinance would create, can be attended with no salutary practical MAURITIUS.
consequences. An illicit connexion will of course be substituted for the con- —
jugal union which the law prohibits; and the loss incurred on the side of good

morals, will be attended with no compensatory advantage in the promotion of
order and public tranquillity. For these reasons His Majesty is pleased to
disallow this ordinance. ,

His Majesty has been pleased to allow and confirm the ordinance prolonging
the term for the delivery of the lists of slaves,

. I have, &c.
(signed) —Glenelg.

 

—No. 135. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Major-general Sir William Nicolay tothe Right Honourable 7. Spring Rice.
Sir, Mauritius, 3 February 1835.AS you will naturally feel very anxious to know the effect produced in this No, 135.Colony, by the “ Abolition Act” just come into operation,I will write a fewlines by a vessel which will sail this day for England, to acquaint you that ithas commenced well. At Port Louis everything is perfectly quiet ; and I havereceived accounts to the same effect from several of the country districts. Ishall report to you from time to time upon this momentous subject.

I have, &c.
(signed) William Nicolay.

 

— No. 136. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Major-general Sir William Nicolay toMr, Secretary Spring Rice, dated Mauritius, 16 Feb. 1835.

A vessEL being on the point of sailing for England, I have to report with No, 136.much satisfaction, that the new system, occasioned by the “ Act for the Abo-lition of Slavery,” continues to work well; masters and apprentices appearingcontent.
 

— No. 137.—

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-general Sir William
Nicolay.

Sir, Downing-street, 25 May 1835._T wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Despatch of the 16th No, 137,February last;and having laid the same before His Majesty, I am commandedto express to you the satisfaction which His Majesty has experienced at thefavourable report you therein make of the state of the Colony, under thechanges consequent upon the abolition of slavery.
Iam, &c.

(signed) Glenelg.
 

— No. 188.—

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-general Sir William No. 138,
Nicolay,

Sir, Downing-street, 3 August 1835,_ [wave the honour to transmit to you herewith, an Order of His Majesty in 0,Jer in CouncilCouncil, dated the 3ist ultimo, declaring that adequate and satisfactory provi- 31 July 1895;sion hath been made in the Colony of Mauritius, for giving effect to an Act of printed in Appen-Parliament, made in the $d & 4th year of His present Majesty, for the Aboli- “ (B.) No. 17.tion ofSlavery.
I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg,278.
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Cory cfa DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to Major-general Sir Weéllian:
Nicolay.

Sir, Downing-street, 5 August 1835.

I wave found upon inquiry that no transcript of a registry of slaves for 1832,
or any subsequent period, has been received in this country from the Mauritius.
A mere summary of returns made to the registrar in Mauritius, in 1832, has
been transmitted by him to the registrar of slaves here; and from some docu-
ments now in this office, I am led to infer that proper measures were taken for
completing a due registry of the slaves in the Mauritius, in the course of last
year. As however there is no conclusive evidence here that such was the case,
I have to request that, as soon as possible after the receipt of this Despatch, you
will report to me whether and when any registry for the year 1832, or for any
subsequent period, has been completed, and what was the date of the last
registry, including the slaves in the Seychelles. You will also transmit to me
without delay a transcript of such registry.

I feel it my duty, with reference to this subject, to call your particular atten.
tion to the 1st and 12th clauses of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, by
which it is provided that the apprenticeship shall be imposed only oa those
slaves who on or before the time specified in the Act were duly registered as
slaves, according to the laws then in force in Mauritius; and that all slaves not
duly registered as before mentioned, shall be entitled to the unqualified enjoy-
ment of their personal freedom on the Ist February 1835.

The returns to which I have adverted have been taken by the Commissioners
of Compensation, under the 45th section of the Act, as the basis of the appor-
tionment of a share of the compensation fund to the Mauritius; but these
returns, in the absence of a due registry, would not affect the personal condition
of the negro, who, if not duly registered, cannot be legally subject to the term
of apprenticeship, although he may have been included in the number of those
in respect of whom compensation has been awarded. _

It appears, moreover, that a claim has been made from Mauritius, and has been
rejected by the Commissioners of Compensation, for including in the return of
slaves in respect of whom compensation was to be awarded, 2,000 or
thereabout, admitted not to have been returned or registered. As these slaves
come clearly within those clauses of the Act to which I have referred, and con-
sequently could not be lawfully employed as apprenticed labourers from the
Ist February 1835, the day on which the Act came into operation in Mauritius.
I presume that you have already taken the necessary steps for declaring them
absolutely free. You will, I trust, also have taken the same steps with reference
to any others who may not have been duly registered as required by the Act.
Should you have omitted to adopt this course, I have to convey to you the
desire of His Majesty’s Government that you take immediate measures for car-
rying the provisions of the Act of Parliament, in the cases 1 have mentioncd,
into full effect.

I have, &c.

(signed) Glenelg
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JAMAICA.

(IN CONTINUATION OF CORRESPONDENCE.)

 

—_ No. 140. —

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg ;
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 21st June 1835.

“ Some time ago I had the honour to transmit to you a resolution entered
into at Falmouth, at a meeting where Mr. Miller was chairman, and that the
four special justices of that parish had at once, of their own accord, simultane-
ously written to me to assure me on their veracity that there was no foundation in
their districts for the resolution. I wrote a circular, therefore, to all the specials,
directing them to make minute inquiries on all the estates in their respective
districts as to the state of cultivation for next year, and what might be their pros-
pects of future crop ; also whether this year’s was over or not. The result ofthese
inquiries I have the honour to send you, and when I do so I must intreat your
forgiveness for the imperfect form in which they are sent to you; but I have
been compelled to extract them all from the reports sent to me, which have
been made in such different manners, and some so diffuse, as to prevent their
being sent in their original shape. I could not wait to have them copied, and
can assure you that the report, imperfect as it is, has cost me many more days’
hard labour than, in justice to the rest of my duties here, I ought to have de-
voted toit. It is my intention to add to them every day, as I receive from the
specials fresh reports of the state of the properties they may have visited. You
will find in this report an account of 762 estates made by 89 special justices;
and I can assure you that they are exactly in the spirit, and whenever possible,
in the precise words, of the original reports sent to me. I also send you copies
of theTetters of such special justices as have written to me on the subject. A
reference to these returns will show you that a great deal depends on manage-
ment. You will see that all the properties under the charge of some of the
‘great attornies are forward, and that those under the charge of others are back-
ward. One of the complainants gone home, has taken off an enormous crop at
his estate this year, as reported to me; another of the complainants, who states
that the properties in St. Elizabeth’s and Westmorland will not pay their con-
tingencies this year, and whose estate is reported in Mr. Bell’s report to be so
far behind this year, has taken a vast number of the German immigrants, and
has had his whole gang building houses for them, instead of cultivating the land.
This is a notoriously unhealthy estate ; and finding that he lost so many from want
of proper shelter and food, he was compelled to put his gang to provide them
with houses. Surely the falling off of that estate can be no proof of the failure
of the system. Mr. Gurley, one of the specials for St. Elizabeth’s, has reported
cme that he went to visit one of the estates of Mr. Wildman, managed by Mr.
Farquharson, who reported to him that his cultivation for next year was quite
as forward as usual; when, however, he asked the same question of the over-
seer, his reply at once was, ‘I know very well what you are about; you are
trying to get up facts for the Governor to send home to contradict the reports
of the failure of the crops, but it won’t do, you can’t succeed.’ This will serve
as a sample of the feelings of the overseers at the loss of their power. Mr.
Rawlinson, special for the parish of St. Ann’s, says, in one of his letters to me,
‘ This is not a sugar district; all that is produced is by hard labour and ma-
nure. This is the fact in marry other parishes. Mr. Bell, another special for St.
Elizabeth’s, also says that it is not a sugar parish, the soil being very bad ; thatit has been hired by jobbing, and that the least charge on so artificial a property
must produce a serious change; but that in the end, if the proceeds are less,
the outlay will be proportionably smaller. Mr. Walsh, one of the specials, re-
ported to me that when he named to a relative of one of the principal resident
278. proprietors,
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proprietors, who was complaining that the apprentices would not be able to get
off his crops in time, thet he was authorized by them to offer their labour in
their own time at the usual rate of wages, 1s. 8d. currency, or 1s. sterling per
nine hours, he was desired to hold his tongue, and not to speak to the old gen-
tleman about it, as it would‘make him angry, he having firmly resolved never
to pay any wages to any of his former slaves.

I enclose herewith some memoranda I have made of conclusions I have come
to, as well as the returns and letters I have before named, and have to apologize
for the prolixity of the communication; but when I see attacks made on me
here every day, accusing me of gross and wilful misrepresentations, and when
I know that they will all be eagerly conveyed to England, I am anxious to send
home the antidote, if I am able to furnish one, so as to be in time to correct
the effects of the poison, which I know to be in its passage home.”

 

Enclosure (A.)

A few Memorandarespecting Jamaica ; the result of some Consideration and Observation,
combined with the best Information that could be procured.

1. THE quality of the sugar made this year is bondfidefar superior to what has been
heretofore made by night work on the majority of estates in this Island.

2. There has been by far less stock lost in this year’s crop than in that of preceding years,
and in many places it has been taken off by a smaller number.

3. The stock are, generally speaking, in much better condition this year than they were at
the close of any former year’s crop, when they have been so weak that many of them have
died in consequence.

4. That the apprentices generally are evidently becoming more reconciled to the system,
and work cheerfully for money hire both night and day, and that they are becoming better
behaved every day.

5. That they may be expected still further tv improve as soon as they begin to feel the
natural impetus of education and religion, and:.s they get rid of the system of deceit which
slavery occasioned in order to save them from oppression.
6. jThet several estates will exceed the present crop in the next year, and the majority will

equal it.

7. That when this is not the case, it can be traced to sufficient causes, independent of the
loss of labour, which of course must have considerable effect, when it is recollected that on
many estates the slaves were compelled not only to work day and night as long as nature
would allow of it, and in such manner as their bodily endurance would permit, for the six
week days, but were often compelled to pot sugar on the Sunday.

8. That a manifest supineness has been exhibited on several plantations, by the fact that
next year’s crops are often estimated at much more than the present. I know of several
individual instances of persons declining to put in plant canes last year, in consequence of the
certainty, by anticipation, which they felt that the crop would not be taken off at all.

9. The returns I send home herewith will show that the preparations for the next year’s
crop have not been so entirely neglected as has been asserted.

10. That “the new system” furnished a most admirable excuse for any failures and
neglects which may have taken place, and which will not therefore be attributed to their real
cause.

11. My conviction is, that in many instances the opinions of individuals are much more
favourable as to future prospects than they choose to allow; andI offer, in proof of it, the
reluctance which has been shown in but too many instances to my getting any information
upon the subject.

12. That the overseers in many, I will fearlessly say very many instances, have not given
hearty co-operation to the new law, feeling themselves shorn of all their beams by its
operation.

13. That many of the attornies and managers have been so very loud in their assertions of
the failure of the system, that they are now unwilling to admit the errors of their opinions.

The first prophecy was blood and destruction on the 4st of August; in this they were

wrong. The second, that this scene would take place at Christmas, as it had nottaken

place in August; in this they were wrong. The third, that the apprentices would notwork
for wages; in this they were wrong, as I know of no instance where the usual wages were
offered and where they were refused. The fourth was, that this crop could not be taken off;
in this they were wrong, as it has been taken offin many places much earlier than usual5

and if protracted in others, it has been as much from the weather, and the refusal to give

wages in many instances, as from any other cause affecting the success of the new system.

14. Having
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14. Having been driven from all these points, they have now created for themselves a fresh
object of terror, namely, the next year's crop. On this point Ihave had some doubts
myself all along, and therefore send the information I have received, in order that judgment
may be given by others. I freely confess that the report is, on the whole, much more favour-
able than I ever expected.

15. That the manufacture and cultivation of sugar has been conducted on the most anti-
quated systemspossible, and has received the least possible assistance from the modern
improvements in machinery. The plough is hardly everused ; where adopted this year from
necessity, it has answered completely. The cattle mills, which are so general, must be
abandoned, as they work so very slowly that they cannot meet the diminished hours of
labour of the field gangs.

16. That the ginger, arrowroot and coffee plantations are as flourishing as ever they were
known to be.

17. That the negroes will improve, because they have done so since the ist of August,
dually but certainly, in all parts where severity has not been practised.
That they have had very little encouragement from many of themanagers.
That in the whole of the early part the number of special magistrates was quite insufficient,

and this affects them more than might be at first imagined, as they show unlimited con-
fidence in those (the great majority, I am proud to say) who treat them with true kindness,
That they passed their holidays at Christmas in an unusually orderl manner, and that

there _was, literally speaking, I verily believe, not 20 absentees from t eir labour on the29th December; and that they worked on New Year’s-day without a murmur.
That there has been as yet no increase of religious instruction or education, and very little

of good example. ;
at the crop this year has been taken off without a single instance of resistance, and of

@ superior quality to that heretofore made.
That there has been less stock lost this year than usual.
That they have in most instances worked cheerfully, day and night (when allowed to do

so by night), for hire, on five days of the week.
That they now dig cane holes in many parts of the Island at one halfpenny per hill, earn-ing a dollar a day, digging 160 often in a day, when 70 to 80 was their task uring slavery.at several planters reluctantly confess that more work has been done this year than thelast, and that many objections have been made to my comparing this year’s work to the last,

because it was notorious they did not work at all the lastyear.
_ That the amount of this year’s is not therefore to be attributed to the exertions of the lastyear of slavery, as has been asserted. That every one confesses that things are going on,though not at all well, much better than they expected.
That there has been a singular want of uniformity in the administration of the law, whichwas not and could not be got over till after some months’ experience of it.
That there has been a great variance in their allowances, indulgences and rates ofpayment.That many have not been paid at all, but have been persuaded by the managers to giveadditional labour for their old allowances.
That the planters looked upon the specials with great jealousy; and it was a struggle atfirst in many places to maintain as many of their old rights as possible.
That many planters have openly and loudly expressed their conviction that the plan mustbe a perfect failure.
That many of the managers, though, thank God, not all, still maintain their former habitstowards them, as far as the law allows them.
That there has been little time for the apprentices to reconcile their feelings to their formeroppressors,

hen all these things are recollected, and it is seen that under all these disadvantages theyhave behaved so well, and shown such improvement, may it not naturally be inferred thattheyare in a state of progressive amendment?
us much of the conduct of the apprentices. What now has been that of the whites ?Of some of the managers I cannot speak too highly; but then they have reaped thefruit of their wisdom in the remarkable success which has attended their efforts. A referenceto the reports will show what success has attended the efforts of some, and how deplorableis the state of some of the properties under the management of others, though enjoying pre-cisely similar advantages.

On the whole, I come to the conclusion, that the perfect success of the new system duringthe continuance of the apprenticeship depends entirely on the conduct of the whitepeople,and that if it fails, on them will rest the entire blame.

(signed) Sligo.

JAMAICA.

345



346

218 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF
 

Enclosure (B.)

STATEMENT of the Number of Miles travelled by the Special Stipendiary Magistrates, Estates visited, and the
Number where there were no Complaints.-—Jamaica, June 1835.

 

 

 

  
  

 
  

 

  

 

          

NAMES Week ending 4 June. | Week ending 11 June.|Week ending 18 June. }Week ending 25 June,

of Miles Estates . Estates . Estates . ates
SPECIAL travelled,| Estates| of which Miles Estates | 08 which Miles Estates| 08 which Miles Estates ote

per . there were| tra- .. there were} tra- . there were} tra- there were
MAGISTRATES.| Returns| visited. no velled,| visited.] no velled, | visited. no velled.| visited.| no

received. Complaints. Complaints, Complaints. Complaint,

Alley, W.H. + 98 8 2 60 6 3 137 9 § 97 | 10 3
Baynes, E.D. -| 273 9 5 65] 15 9 73| 15 12 53| 23 9
Baynes, Thomas - 72 20 6 83} 18 9 45| 12 3 66} 19 N

_ Baines, Thos. J. - 42 11 9 561 13 1 40] 12 ll 29 7 6

Blake, Henry - 40 a1 8 62] 17 12 67 {| 11 6 a9} 21 8

Bell, W. A. . 75 16 BY 120} 14 8 53) 15 9 - e« il,

bourne, Stephen 51 7 5 50 7 2 44 5 - 52] 7 -

Colebrooke, Thos. 81 a4 20 102 | 25 16 66| 13 2 - sent to Bahamas,

Connor, N.A. =| - + Kingston - -|- Kingston el- Kingston - Kingston,
Cocking, Ralph - jl 14 13 gi| 21 16 3, 41 10 7o] 16 | 3

Cooper, R.S. + 16 5. 2 gr| 10 8 66] 17 4 - no return, :

Dillon, Andrew -j - -{ - f- «| ~- |- Resigned his commission.
Dunne, Patrick - 88 18 9 751 19 14 94} 16 9 525 17

Daughtrey, John 42 10 5 63} 13 10 66] 13 9 69} 13 :

Davies, Thomas - 34 8 3 471 16 11 35 8 5 351 lo 7

Dawson, J. K. = 36 18 12 60| 27 19 38 | 22 10 22} 10 7

Dillon, T. A. - 46 ‘8 6 78} 13 10 143] 22 18 60 9 6

Eveleigh, John < 37 12 5 37| 10 6 43 9 4 - = il.

Edwards, Bryan - 67 14 11 125 | 25 19 101 18 5 124) 14 2

Fitzgerald, Robert 54 7 1 32 7 2 52 9 4 "93 3 1

Finlayson, Walter 61 17 6 66} 21 16 85| 29 15 - 83] 26 7
Favier, Simeon - 20 6 - g8| 24 19 81} 29 a1 82} 23 16

Fishbourne, E. E. 483 15 12 94} 25 7 16 42} 17 9 54] 15 8
Gillam, William - 53 12 9 20 7 3 - - no duty - -|-+ Spanish Town.
Gurley, John = 59 18 13 7o| 18 12 Go} 13 6 65| 13 8
Haley, Richard S. 50 1 10 104 | 16 5 61 14 8 66| 10 8
Hulme, John R. - 68 25 18 93 | 21 9 791 31 22 61] 15 9
Hawkins, Charles 51 18 14 36| 10 6 40} 15 11 66} 25 a1
Hewitt, William - 6o "1 8 g41 21 11 58} 12 3 89| 23 n
Jackson, James - 50 10 10 - « dead - -{[= = dead -~ «J+ = dead.
Jones, Thomas W.| 52 7 6 wt 17 10 841] 13 8 82] 14 9
Kent, Hen - 77 19 3 76} 27 12 37| 23 16 754 18 6
Langtishe,R. Jee 18 12 8 116} 18 14 52] it 3 e Do return,
Laidlaw, Henry - 81 19 17 67| 13 7 80} 20 12 82] 18 6
Lambert, R. S. =] - - noduty « ej - - no duty - - 13 6 6 51d 31 14

Lyon, Edmund B. 57 15 10 58) 27 9 491 15 6 72 | 15 6

Lloyd, Samuel -| 114 14 10 124] 19 9 116| 20 11 106| 12 5
M‘Gregor, Donald} 41 14 | 9 471 17 11 324 15 9 42] 16 8
M‘Leod, A.N. - 22 10 5 40] 14 8 48] 19 11 37 8 4
Moresby, Henry - 58 15 3 - -» il - -|- - il -e «| - ill.

Marlton, W.F. - 47 6 5 63| 22 14 - «no duty - - a.) 17 9

Nolan, James - 76 27 25 7o| 19 16 107] 24 t 20 67| 19 6
Norcott, William |- - noduty - -j|- -noduty- -|- -noduty- -/-+ = noduty.
Odell, John - 343 11 6 59| 14 6 43 | 11 7 48{ 13 8

Oliver, Thomas Mj 13 3 - 39| 13 4 864 14 9 132 | 16 11

Pryce, Samuel - 49 21 6 554 22 15 821 32 26 65| 27 30
Palmer, AndrewLj- - noduty - -j{- -noduty- -| - ~ |- suspended.
Philp, E. D. - 793 23 19 104 | 32 25 101 | 30 19 88] 24 17
Pennell, R.C, 79 9 6 794 12 7 73) 11 9 60} 11 8
Ramsay, William| - police duty .-[-+ policeduty - 16 4 1 43 [ 17 13
Rawlinson, S.- 28 8 6 86| 19 9 68 | 22 13 83] 22 ul
Reynolds, John - 24 au 7 64 9 2 88} 10. 6 51 6 4
Sowley, W. H. - 68 13 11 100| 17 8 73} 13 8 g0| 13 5
Thompson, Robert|- + noduty - -|- -noduty- -/{- -noduty- -|-  - no duty.
Thomas, J.R. +} - . ill - 29| 22 8 83 | 23 8 82} 24 18
Welch, A. = « 85 20 18 126| 23 17 130 | 32 31 88| 18 15
Walsh, Henry - 42 4 2 73 9 - 60} 21 17 69} 17 14

Tota, - +| 2,643 644 420 )=— |.3,484 | 812 §01 3,323| 783 473 =|2,891 | 683 389
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RECAPITULATION.

. Number Where
—— Miles travelled.| o¢ Fstates visited. | no Complaints,

To 4June - 7 2,643 644 420

ToiiJune - - -« 3,484 812 §01
To18June - - - 3,323 783 473
Toas June «+ - - 2,891 683 389

12,341 2,922 1,783

Enclosure (C.)

(No. 1.)

District Report of Special Justice Cocking, St. James's.
From information derived from the managers and attornies of estates, respecting last

- year’s and the present state of cultivation in this district, their letters unanimously agree in
the opinion that the crops are not generally so forward in the cultivation as they were at thisperiod last year; and that the grass pieces are also very much neglected; but they are also
of opinion that if the apprentices worked as well from the ist of August to the time the mills
were put about as they are now doing, the estates would be in a more forward state.

JV. B. The letters are too voluminous, or they would have been sent.

 

(No. 2.)
My Lord, Home Castle, 28 April 1835.

In answer to the letter of Mr. W. G. Nunes, of the 17th inst. (Circular, No. 2,024), re-questing to know if the preparations on all the estates in this district are as forwardasusual at this period of the year for next year’s crop, I have to state that on no one estateare
they quite so forward as usual.

I have, &c.
(signed) Stanley Rawlinson, S. J.
 

(No. 3.)
My Lord, Rio Buene, 28 April 1835.I nave the honour to enclose my weekly report; and in reply to a circular from yourExcellency of 17th April last, receipt of which 1 beg to acknowledge, as also of circular of16th February with instructions and sundry forms, I have to state, that after a carefulexamination of the different reports I have received as regards the present advancement ofthe preparations for next year’s crop, as compared with last year’s at this time, I have cometo the following conclusion;viz—That nearly all the estates in my district are considerablybehind hand; and that where such is not the case, it has been at the ex nse of presentcrop, or in other words, that the mill has beenstopped to enable the apprentices to work theround for next year; whereas last year, during the months of February, March and April,th were worked at the same time; but that, notwithstanding all this, they will by the1st day of August next be as far advanced, or very nearly so, as they were on the ist ofAugust last; because the apprentices are now working better and better every day; whereasduring the months of June and July last year they were in a state of general excitement fromcome ridiculous notions which they had got into theirheads,and did little or no work.

have, Ke.
(signed) 2. C. Pennell, S. J.
 

(No. 4.)
My Lord, Lindores, 27 April 1835.T nave toreport to your Excellency this district to be perfectly tranquil, and that I findcomplaints are becoming less frequent, excepting one or two places. The properties are, onInquiry, about as forward this year as they were this time last year. Some have not as manycanes planted, but that is owing to the severe drought.

I have, &c.28
(signed) B. Edward, $. M.

JAMAICA,
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(No. 5.)
My Lord, Villa, 28 April 1835.

IT HAVE the honour of enclosing my last week’s diary for your Excellency’s information.
I beg leave to acquaint your Excellency the negroes generally in my district are conducting
themselves and working ina satisfactory manner. I have also to inform your Excellency
some of the estates are quite as forward with their preparations for next year’s crop as is
usual at this period of the year; others would have been so had not the continued dry weather
prevented their planting; but have also to state there are some properties not near so forward
as usual.

I have, &c.
(signed) E. D. Philp, 8. M.

Leeward District, Westmorland.

 

(No. 6.)

My Lord, Belmont, Mocho Mountains, 29 April 1835.
I nave the honour to inform your Excellency that I have made inquiry on the different

estates in my district, and have been informed by the managers that all necessary prepara-
tions are making for the next year’s crop; but they are not so forward as last year at this
time, in consequence of the drought that has been so severely felt. In the low lands of m
district, on one or two sugar estates (Parnassus), where partial rains have fallen, the plants
are much finer than last year at this period. I have also the honour to inform your Excel-
lency that the apprentices aregiving their managers ample work; their general conduct is
ood, and they showadisposition of cheerfulness and good feeling towards their managers.
in these mountains, on some of the coffee plantations, there is a little irregularity; ‘but
I have no doubt that a further explanation of the law, together, perhaps, witha little ex-
ample where it may be necessary, in the way of punishment, will effectually restore good
feeling and unanimity. I have to inform your Excellency that I have received your in-
structions dated 16th February, and shall not fail in fulfilling them to the utmost of my

 

power.
I have, &c.

(signed) &. J. Langrishe, S.J.

(No. 7.)
Your Excellency, Alexandree, 28 April 1835.

I naveE the honour to report that my district continues, with some few exceptions, as
regular and quiet as usual. My own opinion of the appearance of next year’s crop is that
they are as forward as usual; but some of the overseers appear not to think so. I shall,
however, by next post, I trust, be able to forward to your Excellency the required informa-
tion on this subject, as well as the quantity of sugar made in my district to this time, and to
the sameperiod last year, as directed byyour Excellency’sonders through Mr. Nunes.

ave, &c.
(signed) A. Dillon, S. M.

 

(No. 8.)
My Lord, . Falmouth, 20 Apri] 1835.

I BEG leave to state to your Lordship that during the late rains all the estates in this
district stopped their mills to supply the cane pieces with plants, in lieu of those worn out.
I can saythat some of the estates are as forward with their crops, and in as good a state of
cultivation as at any former period; but it is not the case with all. But I will make the
necessary inquiries. J have nothing of moment to report to your Excellency, but to say this
district is gomg on favourably.

I have, &c.
(signed) Thomas Davies, S. M.

 

. (No. 9.)-
Sir, St. Ann’s, 29 April 1835.

In answer to your letter of the 17th instant, where his Excellency the Governor requests

to know from me if the different properties I visit are as forward in the next year’s crop as
at this period it is usual, I beg to state, for the information of his Excellency, that from all

I can learn from the most respectable and experienced planters in this district, that the estates
under their charge are at least two months backward what they were this time last year;

and I am afraid, from what I can gather, that those where the apprentices in the first

mstance refused to keep spell according to law have suffered materially in their last
year’s crop.

Iam, &c.
H. H. Sowley.
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(No. 10.)
Sir, Lloyd’s, 29 April 1835.

In reply to your letter of 17th ultimo, directing I would make inquiries on all estates
within mv district if the preparations for next year's crop are as forward as usnal at this
period ofthe year, I beg leave to state, as the result of my observation and inquiries, that
the majority of estates in this district are as forward as usual in their field culture; but that
the number of acres planted in canes have in general been diminished about one-half of what

" was formerly the custom of putting in at this period of the year. That some estates are
backward in their field culture, is the natural operation of the new system, which has reduced
the quantum of labour ; and that all are not so, proves that the labour of the apprentices has
been on those estates either more vigorous or more judiciously applied than formerly, as
at present there remain the same number of acres in cultivation that last year occupied the
coerced and unlimited application of the labourers.
The present crop is in a state of great forwardness, and the prospect for the future must

be gratifying to every clear-sighted and experienced planter; for though the number of acres
in canes must inevitably be reduced, the quantity of sugar made may be quite equal to that
of the present year (if not exceeded), by the stimulus of an improve system of agriculture.

 

have, &e.
W. G. Nunes, Esq. Secretary. (signed)  L£dmund B. Lyon..

(No. 11.)
‘My Lord, Stoney Hill, 29 April 1835.

I nave the honour herewith to transmit my report for the last week.
I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship, in obedience to your Excellency’s commands, the

coffee plantations throughoutthisdistrict are in every respect in good order, some which
T shall name were never in better; Salisbury Plain, Toppa, Mullett Hall, Fair Hill.
On all the sugar estates, the mills are and have been: some time about; and from the hours,

limited _hours of labour, it must be expected on some properties that the cane pieces are
‘a little backward; however, from the apprentices ‘becoming more willing to work for hire
in their own time, I have reason to suppose there will be no falling off in next year’s crop
{season proving favourably).

T have, &c.
(signed) Samuel Lloyd, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 12.)
My Lord, - Elim, Great House, 28 April 1835.

In answer to the request fora return of quantities of sugar made last year and this, in
the same time, on well-conducted estates, 3-4ths is generally made in the same number of
hours, where the -whole was formerly made.
There are so many estates on which I could not get the information, the attornies and

book-keepers being changed, that I am forced to give the information as I have it, and not
an exact return.. ] give one case as a sample of all, Island estate, Nassau:

The mill this year in.50 days made 85 hogsheads.
— last year 63 days - 118 hogsheads.

But not a cane-or grain of sugar has been lost, as the crops, from seasons, here are so

 

short.

I have, &c.
(signed) W. H. Beil, Special Magistrate. .

(No. 13.) .
My Lord, Chapleton, 22 April 1835.

On my return Ihad the honour to receive the several letters addressed to me by yourLordship’s desire, which shall be duly attended.to. The vestry and quarter sessions’ meetinghave occupied all my time, and this week I have not any return to make, as Captain Dillon‘Includes everything that has transpired. Before Mr. Nunes’s letter, directing me to report,for your Excellency’s information, “ whether the preparations for the next year’s crop in thisparish are as forward as usual at this period of the year,” I had directed my inquiries intothe matter, as contrary reports were afloat, which, ough I believe to be false, were never-theless plausible. I shall renew.m inquiries more particular. The result of those alreadymade give me the right of asserting, where the people are hired during extra time thePreparations for next year are as they have always been.
T have, &c.

(signed) It. Standish Haly, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 14.)
My Lord, Flankfield, Upper Clarendon, 29 April 1835.

7}; UNeLose the usual diary to your Excellency, a glance at which will show that the com-
Plaints in this district are trifling and few. a

ae
bolas tee
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I have made particular inquiries upon every property enumerated in the report, and find
their preparations for next year, in most instances, as usual; where they are not so forward
it may be attributed to the fine season confining the labour to making sugar, which will
however, be finished, if the dry seasons continue, in time to retrieve any backwardness
arising from this cause. Where the negroes work for hire (and that in Upper Clarendon is
everywhere), if there is want of preparations that can affect next year’s crop, the fault is in
the management; the remedy, to discharge the manager.

I have, &e.
(signed) FR. Standish Haly, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 15.)
My Lord, i, Rectory, 29 April 1836,

I HAVE made every inquiry of the managers of estates, as to their state of preparations for
next year’s crop; the general answer is, “ that they are not so forward as they were at this

riod last year.” Now I imagine this is, ina great measure, owing to their devoting the
whole of the labour to the taking off the present crop, which will be over (with very few
exceptions) in the course of a fortnight on all sugar estates in my district; and then, Thave
no doubt, the preparations for next year will be carried on with activity and satisfaction.

; Thave, &e.
(signed) T. W. Jones, Special Justice.

 

(No. 16.)

My Lord, Top Hill Pen, Trelawney, 5 May 1835.
By the present post I have not been honoured by any communication from your Excel-

lency. I have now the pleasure to submit to your Lordship my return of duty for the past
week, accompanied by a monthly return of estates visited, both of which are made out in
formagreeably to the directions received from your Excellency, and which I hope may be
approved.
P also submit a sketch of the preparations for next year’s crop, by which your Lordship

will perceive that on some of the estates there must have been a manifest supineness;on

others the planters have been more provident, and their expectations are equal, and on some
roperties better, for the ensuing than the present year. P humbly submit to your Excel-
ency, that it appears to me the apprentices generally, and the planters also, are becoming
more reconciled to the system, and show a more steady attentiveness to duty than they have
done during the past six or eight months ; but on the weakly-handed estates the crops must
necessarily be reduced considerably.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. Pryce, S. M.

 

(No. 17.)

My Lord, Morant Bay District, 6 May 1835.

In compliance with your directions of the 17th April, to report if the preparations for next

yours crop are as forward as usual at this period of the year, beg to say, from the inquiries

have made on the estates in this district, I am informed the cultivation of the young canes,

&c., are not so forward ; it appears to me, that in consequence of the difference of hours for

working this year, and that of last, is the only cause ; their sole object has been in getting
off the present crop.

I have, &c.
(signed) John Eveleigh, Special Justice.

 

(No. 18.)

Sir, Warwick, 3 June 1835.

I Bz to acknowledge thereceipt of your circular. In reply thereto, I can state that the

coffee crop, on every property in this district, is finished, and the pre arations for the next as

far advanced as ever they were, with the prospect of a general good crop, which will com-

mence about the latter end of July. As there are no sugar estates, to which I consider his

Excellency’s commands more particularly to apply, I shall beg of you to inform me whether

I am further to comply with the instructions the same circular contains.
I have, &c.

(signed) Arthur Walsh, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 19.)

My Lord, Mile Gully Pen, 10 June 1835.

Aut the properties I have visited in this part of the parish of Manchester are either exten-

sive pens or coffee plantations.
The answer I have received to the questions I have put, as to the last year’s roduce,

have been uniformly the same, “ that it was very unproductive.” With regard to thepros:
pec



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 223

pect of this year, it is everywhere good. The plantations are in a state of bearing seldom
equalled ; and I am happy to add, that the general conduct of the apprentices is orderly and
attentive to their work.

There have been, however, cases which I have found it necessary to visit with severe
punishment. It has had the effect of diminishing crime onthose properties.

ave, &c,
(signed) William Henry Alley, Special Magistrate.
 

(No. 20.)
My Lord, ; Savanna La Mar, 2 June 18365.

In consequence of illness, I have not been able to travel so much this week as others ;
at the same time, have not been required by a purpose messenger to any one property; and
some of the estates are making great strides towards a good plant for a crop next year, and
of which I shall hope next report to give a more satisfactory account.

I have, &c.
(signed) Thos. M. Oliver, S. M.

 

(No. 21.) ;
My Lord, Amity Hall, 10 June 1835.

I nave the honour of enclosing my weekly report; also a statement of the forwardness
of the cultivation of the estates in this parish,which I trust your Lordship will be pleased
with. The managers gave the necessary information withouthesitation 3 and from my own
observation, I have never, my Lord, seen any estate in better cultivation than they are at this.present moment, now that they are getting the seasons. The different managers state to me
that they fully expect a much larger crop next year, as all the estates are looking much
better than at this period last year.

I have, &e.
(signed) James Nolan, S. M.

 

(No. 22.)

Extract of a LETTER, dated Trelawney, 9 June 1835.
I rinp it difficult, my Lord, to obtain information from the planters ; but one of theincipal attornies has admitted, that things were coming round well, and that there wouldbe a great deal more work done this year than the last, which 1 beg to assure your Lordshipis an absolute fact.
The late fine rains have put a new face on the country, and it is pleasant to observe theincreased exertions of all parties concerned in the cultivation of the cane fields.

 

(No. 23.)
My Lord, Stoney Hill, 14 June 1835.I nave the honour herewith to transmit the state and condition of the properties in mydistrict as compared with their state at this period the two preceding years. Although I amhappy to assure your Excellency this district is in as good order as could be well expectedfrom the diminished hours of Iabour, as compared with the old system, I am neverthelesssorry I cannot say the labour is freely done; on the contrary, Iam convinced were it notfor a dread of coercion the properties would soon become a useless burthen on theproprietors.

_Thave, &c.
(signed) Samuel Lloyd, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 24.)
My Lord, 16 June 1835.I HAVE the honour to enclose m weekly report, with one of the state of the crops on theProperties within my districtvisited |by me this week. I did not receive Mr. Nunes’s letter,dated the 27th May,calling for this report, till the 8th of June, which prevented my com-mencing this inquiry sooner. It will appear, that in most cases the crop for next year isTeasonubly forward, and, except an unfavourable season ensues, no falling off in produceneed be apprehended next year ; on several estates a considerable increase may be expected,I consider that the apprenticed labourers on most estates in my district are improving consi-derably in the point of industry and in their general conduct. I did not visit Maddock’sMountain, one of the properties in my district, as I should otherwise have done, in conse-quence of the gang being at present jobbed at Papine. I received a favourable report ofthem from their overseer, who told me that they were regularly doing the quantity of workl ordered them some weeksback,

Ihave, &c.
(signed) §R. Fitzgerald, Special Magistrate.

278,
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JAMAICA, (No. 25.) ,
— My Lord, - Montego Bay, 16 June 1835.

With reference to the circular, [have not been able to get such information as I should
feel satisfied in transmitting your Excellency.
Under these circumstances, I must enter on another week to complete my return as required

by circular. On this subject I would merely add, that no confidence whatever can be placed
on the information procured from the head negroes, as they either do not understand the
question put to them, or if they do, appear determined never to speak truth in answering
them. This I state advisedly.

I have, &c.
R. S. Cooper, Special Magistrate.
 

(No. 26.)
My Lord, Mile Gully, 17 June 1835.

Witu reference to your Excellency’s orders, I have made the inquiries you desired, and
have received from the proprietors, overseers and book-keepers of the different properties [
have visited last week, and up to the date of my report, universally the same answers,
“ That the coffee crop of last year was a very unfavourable one.” The promise of this year’s
produce is everywhere most abundant, but the preparations not so forward as last year at
this period.

I have, &e.
(signed) ~ W. H. Alley, Special Magistrate.

 

Enclosure (D.) Enclosure (D.)

~— SUMMARY of the Reports on the State of Currrvatiox, Crops, &c.; Jamaica, June 1835. _
 

Names of Estates, Attornies, Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.
 

St. Ann’s:

Llandovery - ~| W. Mills - -| not finished - - iFreparations one-third behind
and.

Blenheim -. -+|Ch Smith - -{- ditto - +} More forward than last year.
Richmond - -|{- ditto - +-j- ditto + ~/{ Not so forward by one-fourth.
Cool Shade ~- -/{ Stephen Ross -j- ditto - -j As forward.
Wakefield - «| A.R.Scott- -|- ditto. - | Very near as forward.
Windsor Castle -| - - - -|- ditto - -| More forward:
New Ground - - | Dr. Anderson =j- ditto - - | Not so forward by one-third.
Carlton - - | Hy. Cox, prop. -{- ditto - «| Notnear so forward; cattle mills.
Drax Hall - -|.B. J. Williams -i{- ditto - -| -» Very near, if not quiteas for-

ward.
Ch. Smith ~- +| not yet commenced| Quite as forward.
Ch. Anderson =~ | begun in August- |-Some preparation for the next.

Bankes ~ -
Seville -

 

 

 
Mammee Bay J. W. Davis, prop. | cropping = -  « ditto.
White River - B. J. Moncrieffe, | ditto - - -| Very backward.

proprietor. .
Hiattsfield - -| B.J. Williams -| crop not finished ~-| -- Great preparations made for

next crop.
Shaw Park - ~- {| J. Walker, prop. -| - - - | Very backward,
Southfield - -|Ch.Smith - -/{| not finished - +|. Not quite soforward as usual.
Antrim - - -|H. Browne, prop.~ |.crop as usual -|- - ditto.
Lawrence Park ~-| ditlo-- attorney -|- ditto - =] Not‘in arrear at all.
Home Castle- -j|R.Janweak- -|- ditto + + | Much in arrear.
Queen Hithe - +| H. Brown, attorney |- ditto -  -| Rather in arrear,
Dunbarton ~ -|-= ditto - -]- ditto - -|/- ditto.
Orange Valley -| W. Miller - -{]- ditto - = - {| Much in arrear.
Knapdale - -|A.Davis - -j{- ditto - -{| Quite as forward as usual.

Sowley’s Report.

PoRTLAND ;

Williamsfield « =-_ |—— Williams, prop.| not finished - -| -+ Well managed; much im-
proved: great increase.

Prospect - -|J.Meen,attorney-|- ditto -  -| Very favourable prospects.
Anchovy Valley +| Johnson, prop. -{- ditto - +| Much in arrear.
Cold Harbour =|Holmes, attorney -j - ditto - ef-- Favourable ; manynew canes

lanted.
Sion Hill - +] Jones - - -|- ditto - - p - ditto.
Fairfield - «| Passley, prop. -|nocropmade | Estate abandoned.
Newport - +j{ Clarkson, prop. - {| pimento, ginger, | Very favourable. .

and arrowroot,
Retreat -  -1 Mecen, proprietor - | pimento;finished -|Prospects favourable.
Providence + + {| Hinchelwood, prop.| provision = — -| Favourable,  
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Names of Estates. Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.

 

Portland—continued.

Mount Oakley
Bogg °- ad
Norwich -
Whitehall -
Hope - -
Stanton Harcourt

Seaman’s Valley

a_i

MANCHESTER?

Marlbro’ .

Old England. -
Plenlimmon
Heathfield
Ryde -
Dalysgrove
Waltham
Cedar Grove
Caledonia
Fairfield
Newark
Swaby’s Hope
Albion - -
Gee Valley -
New Hall -
Mount Nelson
Barossa « -

2

 

Sr. ExizaBETH :

Elim - -
Bogue -  ~<
Two Mile Woo

Barton Estate
Dnion - -

Mexico ~ -

 

Island -

Appleton -

Lacovia -

_ Lancaster =«

TRELAWNY:

Hyde Hall -
Kinless - «

Gibraltar -
Sportsman's Hall
Manchester «

Biddeford «
Jock’s Lodge -

Ashley Hall -
Barnstaple -

Long Pond -

Mahogany Hall
Stirling Castle
Ulster Spring
Spring Garden
Dover Castie -
yde - .~

Stonehenge -
Swanswick «
Hampshire -

278,

ey

-

~-

oe

~

 

- Rowe; proprietor

-J. Davy -

 

Meen, attorney +
Johnson, attorney -
Barr, overseer = +
Appleby, overseer
Eatson, manager «
Swire, attorney’ -

Lingard + -

H. J. Salmon -

J. Warren, prop.
N. Joseph  -
J. P. Windt - +
P.P. Daly -

J. Salmon -
R. Crawford —
M. Powell ~

R. Griffith
R. Lewers -
A. Napier, prop.
J. Brown, prop.
- ditto = -
J. Griffith -

D. Robertson
- ditto -
W. Redgard -

J. Salmon - -
- ditto - -

- ditte - -
Robertson & Ridg
J.Salmon - -«

Robt. Watt, prop.

A. Devis .

Bs Schardsmidtt -
M. Scott, prop.
M. Jackson - -
Brown, proprietor
Cunningham, prop.

e ditto - -
Richard Banett -

Walcot, proprietor
Walcot - -«

Millner ~ -«

d'tto - -
Kerr ~ -
W. Frater, prop.
* ditto -
- ditto -

' ditto

ginger- - «
sugar; not finished
not finished - = -
= ditto - -
- ditto - -
- ditto - -

- ditto - -

finished -

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

ditto - - -
ditto - -
ditto - - -

almost finished
- ditto - -

over - -
ditto - -
not finished -

in Chancery.

160 acres; very good

170 acres -« -
160 acres. - -

200 acres = «
go acres -

260 acres - -

alittle pen - = -
coffee, ginger, pimento

Will begin to proceed next week; all
preparations.  

Same as last year’s,
Prospects very favourable,
Prospects as usual.
Rather favourable on the whole.
Unfavourable.
- - Favourable; much new canes

planted.
rospects very favourable.

Macgregor’s Report.

 

' ++ Cultivation going on well;
good prospects.
Backward, but going on well now.
Cultivation satisfactory.
- ditto - promises well.
- ditto - ditto.
- ditto - ditto.
« ditto - ditto.
- ditto - ditto.
« ditto - ditto.
- ditto - ditto.
« ditto - ditto.
- ditto - ditto:
- ditto oe ditto.

- ditto - ditto.
= ditto - ditto.
- ditto - ditto.
= ditto + ditto.

Colebrook:'s Report.

 

(No money paid to apprentices
Jou these crops all fall; plants

* | failed from drought, but expects.
a full average crop.
Average crop expected. .
~ - Jobbing now discontinued;
will make full average.
Much more forward than usual.
Quite as foward as usual.
- - Enormous crop this year,
therefore backward.
-- Backward, from all gang being
employed making houses.

Bell's Report.

 

Same as before.
Mean to diminish one-third.
Almost the same.
Getting on well.
~ - Mean to carry on same culti-
vation.
Mean to throw up 40 this year.
-- Throw up 30, and expect
more sugar.
Just as well as ever.
~- Expects to make a great deal
more.
-- Doing very well ; same culti-
vation.
Negroes work at Long Pond.
Going on very well.
Appear to be rather forward.
Doing very well in ginger.
Pimento - ditto.

the mills have stopped to make

Mr. Pennel’s Report.  
(continued)
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Names of Estates, Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop,

 

Trelawny—continued.

Lancaster, Harmony| Miller- + = -
Hall, Arcadia. ;

Brumpton, Bryan,| ditto- - -
Bryan Castle.

Steelfield, Braco -
Etingdon = - +
Friendship Nightin-
gale Grove, Hope-
well :

ValeRoyal, Colchis
Stewart Castle -

Hopewell - -

Green Park -
Orange Valley
Kent - -
George's Valley
Carrickfoyle -
Greenside -
Hampshire Pen

Southfield -
Florence Hall
Orange Grove

Roslin Castle -
Dry Valley -

Spring - +
Grange- +
Claremont -
Water Valley

Oxford - +. +
Holland -
Irving Tower- +
Hague - - =
Mayfield + -

Lottery- - =

Good Hope
Merrywood
Covey -

Pantrepant
Wales -
Lansquinet
Potosi -
Peru -

Flontateel
Schawfield
Pembroke

Cambridge
Belmont
Linton Park
Forest - ¢

t
o
e
s

e
e
e

Gravesend
Acton «=
Reserve
Retreat
Hampstead
Garrada
Golden Grove

e
e
t

@
©
e
a

o
r

e
n
r
e
e
a
e

Tileston . - .

Bounty Hall -  

W. Miller - -

W. Miller - -

Cuningham - —-
e
6
8
96

#
@

6
8

George Cuningham

James Geddos_ =
George Manett -

George Cuningham
Richd. Barrett +

W. Carey -
J. Murray -
George Manett
Richd. Barrett

S. M. Barnett
W. Reevy -
J. Heslop -
George Manett
George Cuningham

James Murray

= 5, 8

<
'

© o .
e

‘

v
e
v
e

t
r
e
g
e
r
e

Oo ° Bp E. S

e
e
e
e
a
v
e

W. Miller +  

going on well

more forward
not so foward
more forward

not so forward

not quite so forward

not so forward
quite as forward in
every way.

- ditto -
- ditto -
- ditto

not so forward
more forward

crop the same

rather less ~
about equal -
more - -

less
more

ditto

ditto
same @

e
e
f

#8

e
e
e
e
a
a

ditto
less +
ditto - -

ditto
ditto
ditto

less
more
equal
less
ditto
ditto
more

equal -

more. se  

Three months behind.

One month behind.

Two months and a half behind.
Much more forward.
Half a month behind.

Two months behind.
-- Rather behind, but expect a
larger crop next year than this,

ditto.
Mr. Hawkins’s Report.

 

Not quite so forward.
Not so forward.
- ditto.
More forward than last year.
Same as before.
Not so forward.
- - In a very good state of culti-
vation.

No cultivation.
Not so forward.
- + Equal for the present and
future to last year.
Future crop quite as forward.

- ditto + except pasturage.
~ ditto.
= ditto,
- - Ina better state of cultivation
than last year.
Preparations quite as forward.
- + ditto.
Same in every way as last year,
Preparation not so forwar
-- Not quite so forward, but get-
ting on.
More forward in every way.

 

Mr. Davis's Report.

ual,ditt.
ditto. 1894. 1835. 1856.

Notso good 180 140 160
Better.
Equal - 150 140 140
Notso good 120 118 118
Better - 70 55 80

at least.
Equal - 131 133 = 120
ditto.
Notsogood 170 182 170

confidently, if not more.

Not 80 good 147 100 120

Better - 170 80 140
Notsogood 188 130 120

or 130.
Notsogood 48 40 8640
ditto - 44 =§2 50
ditto,

Equal 1} 935 965 950
Notsogood 138 128 110
Equal +. 3160 145 145

160 if good season.
ditto - 190 190notso

much.
ditto - 9 72 100
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Names of Estates. Attornies, Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop. JAMAICA.

1

Trelawny—continued. 1834. 1835. 1836.
Dundee - -|- - *| more - - «| Better - 977
Gales Valley - aj. ° - «| ditto - ° -| ditto - 195 185 185
York »- - «fe - ~jless + + -1| Notso good 187 155 140Weston , - -Js 7 2s] ditto + + +| Equal ~~ 173° 137 137Phenix- - -]° - | ditto - + =| Notsogood 232 127 199Friendshi - ~[- - ° - {ditto - - - ditto - 130 100 ° go
Wakefiel aw oil. ol o2ff2 ore - 2 ditto - 59 52 60
Bunker's Hi : A B - os ~|tess = + =|} ditto * go 60 80
Unity - - - - Browne - -| ditto - -« -| ditto.
Dromilly “fo + + ef ditto -  .  -| Equal,

Pryce’s Report.

ee)

Hanover: 1834. 1835. 1836.
Chester - id - +4 - + -| less = + - | Equal 132 110 1100r120

illiamsfield- =~
Prosper - - On all th 1 . ¢Batchelor Hall -|| W. A. Grant, late} finished. bet dhe eres e
Richmond + +{|{f aspecial justice fj ~ 7 - nished, but the clearing is notGreat Valley» so forward as usual.
Georgia - -
Haughton Court -| W. Miller = -{| - - 4 -| Backward.
Orange Cove- = b. Gindon - —-| gone to England.
Esher - - - eang « - - —
Fat Hog Quarter -| F. H. James -|- - - i Planting finished; clearing

ckward.
New Retrieve -| George Gordon -| - - ¢| Crops forward as usual.
Old Retrieve- -|- ditto - -|-« - “1+ — ditto.
Kew - «+ -/M.Hutton - 3 «-|.- - +| Plants all in, but not cleared.
Beans - - -j| Jackson + <j. - | Plants all in and cleared.
Point - + -| Hutton 2 «fe - « -| --+ Very forward indeed in all

. respects.
Lower Hopwell -{ W. Miller - «|. _ -|Backward; weak handed estate.

Hulme’s Report.

CLARENDON ;

Provos, Rock River |E. Thompson -| less - - |- As forwards present crop. short for want of water for mill.
Beckford % Rock River | R. Jackson - more - + -jIna state of great promise.
etreat - +] ditto - «j}ditto - - «f+ © ditto.
Hellit’s- + + J. Macwilliam + | muchless - ~-| As forward as usual.

Front Hall - -|W.Fearon + -| less - ~- «| Very backward,
ears = + 0+ j- ditto - -J|ditto - - .|- © ditto

Friendship - -| Bn. Bernard -| rather less - | -- In astate ofgreat promise; 25Brvan’s Hill . hhde. more exported this year.
Co Re or - -| M. Smith . an ; " ~ iVoo,good; new overseerjust come.

- *;R.-—— + -{nearlydone- « .
Pindare Valley + { J. W. Jumer -|- ditto « «| Rather worse.
Lucky Valley -| Miller + = -| finished - «| Very good.
Pindar’s River -|M‘Pherson-- | not finished - -|- ditto.
Ludlow - - -| J. Poole . «| finished - ~ | Rather worse.

Morgans ~ +] H. Oates - =| not finished - «| As usual.
Orange River «| W. Rose - -{ + ditto - -|Good.

Ballard’s River +} M‘Pherson - -|- ditto - « | Fair state.
Bryan's Hilt « -{ Smith - - -| finished - «| Good. ~

Thos. Dillon’s Report.

Denbigh - °|H. Oates -  ~-j almostfinished; ex-| Very good.
. cellent crop.

Bey -  +| Cowen = = — =| long finish - | Never in a more prosperous state.
-Fooliers « Dr. Spalding =| not finished -| Tolerable.

Mair Savanna Townshend, prop. | finished; an excel-| Very good; never better.
lent crop.

Hone - yiGordon - *1] excellent crop - yeygood preparation.
. - - -Uates « =| nearly done ;a fine cro; ery in .Clarendon Park ~/J.Scott - - finished; an excel” Very Food.

lent crop,
Pamassus - =| Bernard = «| justdone - «| -- Very forward; cane field to

, be increased.
Luangrishe’s Report.

278. (continued)
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Names of Estates. Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop,

Clarendon—contixued.

Oaks - - «=| M‘Leod - «| not finished - ~ | Falling off.
Mullett Hall - -{ Th. Turner - =- | nearly done -| Very good.
Danks - - ~|W. Jackson -|- ditto . - | Good.

Savoy - - -|W.Fearon - -|- ditto += -j--Ground clean’; prospects very
good.

Fountain © «| J.W.Turner -{- ditto - +1} Very good.
Kupuis- - -{| Rose - - =| finished - +| Excellent.
Pennant ~- «-]ditta - « «| ditto- - <+{- ditto.
Mount Hindmost =| M‘Pherson - -{| nearly finished - | In excellent progress.
Ashley’s - «|J.W. Turner -/j nearlydone- ~~ As forward as usual.
New Ground — -| W. Fearon - -|- ditte - + | «+ Twelve hogsheads less than

this year, but 20 more this year
than last.

Rose Hill - -{J.W.Turner -/- ditto - -j Falling off.
Sutton’s - - | Bernard - -| finished - - { -- Forty hogsheads addition ex-

} pected next year.
Low Ground - =+| Farquharson -| ditto+- - =} Quite as forward as usual..

Haly’s Report.

Sanaeenemne ee)

St. GzorGe’s:

Elysium - ©] Johnson - -{notfinished - -| One-third short.
Dover - -  -|J.H.Spenton, prop.| fair crop - =| Not so forward.
Buff Bay River - | W. Hosack, prop.-| not finished -  -+-|~ ditto.
Craig Mill + -{ Dr. Robertson ~- | notnear finished -|- ditto:
Fort Stewart - |- | Joseph Gordon -|nearlydone- -+j-+ ditto,
Gibraltar - -{|A.Davis - <j- ditto + +! Not halfso forward.
Golden Grove - {| R. Fairweather - ] not finished - -| Nearly as forward.
Gray'sInn - -j{- ditto - <j ditto - +| Nothing near as forward.
HertHill - -|35.Cockburn, prop. ] goingon - «| Rather better,
Iter Boreale - ~- | A. Gra - -] going on well =| Not as forward.
Osborne’s -. -| J. Aughton- -{- ditto - +] Nearlyasforward.
Windsor Castle -{ J. Rohan - -{goingon - «| Notas forward.
Woodstock - -| J. Bell, proprietor-{- ditto - =; The same as usual.

Fishbourn's Report.

P. §.—This was Lieut. White's district, and appears the most backward in the Island; a proof of
the incorrectness of their address to him, thanking him for the happy state of the parish.

 

Sr. Mary’s:

Kildare - -

Shibo - -
Paradise -
Shrewsbury -
Mount Pleasant
Whydagh = -
Spring Garden

Hermitage - =
Hope - - -
Eden + + @
By Cross ee

 

 

Sr. GzorceE:

Low Layton - +'

Lemox - - -
Caenwood -

 

ditto -

 
Ann Davis -

Cargill, proprietor
Oldham
Cog -
Oldham
ditto -

ditto - -
Gibson, tenant
Hall, proprietor
King, proprietor

Mr. Sprawle  
: less this year

not finished -
- ditto

ditto
ditto
ditte
ditto.

ditto °
ditto.
ditto.
ditto

Captain Gillam’s Report: All coffee; goodprospects.

 

 - Very backward; Lt. White's
1 late residence.
One-third less next year.
Next year’s crop average.
No deficiency.
A very small deficiency.
One-third deficiency.
.2 + Very good indeed; @ great
increase.
Small deficiency.

Will-fall off one-third.

Wm. Hewitt's Report.

TE

eee

+ Not so forward, as ail hands

| and attention has been turned to

the present crop.
Not so forward.
- ditto.

Hewitf's Report.

RD 
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Names of Estates. Attornies, Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.

  

Sr. DoroTHy’s ;

Kelly - - =

Whim - “
Lodge - +

NightingaleGrove
Cherry Garden
Amity Hall

Bushy Park
Cocoa Walk
Marter’s
Woodhall
Colbecks -
Seven Plantations
Chateau °
Longeville +

 

Vere:

Ashley Hall

Gibbon

Raymond
Hill Side
Stratton Hall
Brazilletto
Moreland -
Bog - =

Perring’s = =
Chesterfield «
Sutton’s Pastures
Money Musk
Greenwich -
Carlisle -
Harmony Hall

Knight's -
Paradise - -

Exeter « - ~

Old Yarmouth -
New Yarmouth

Dunkley’s
Bowen Hall
Amity Hall
Salt Savanna
Pusey Hall
Springfield
Caswell Hilt

Dry River
River Side -

ae

Sr. Davin:

Friendship Retreat-

New Battle . .

Ayton - .«w

Sheffield
Ultimatum. -

FriendshipHall
Carrick Hill -

Sherwood Forest -
Minto ~ - «

278,
 

Mr. Willett -

Mr, Hamelford
Mr. Turner -

Mr. Hamilton
M. M. Coap
Mr. Blair -
M. J. Gordon
M. Willett «
M. Jackson «
Mr. M‘William
Mr. Junis -
M. M‘Kenzie
M‘Pherson -
Mr, Turner -

Mr. Devell -

M. MGurnet

Mr. Sconce -
J. Turner -
A. Johnson -
J. W. Turner
James Gordon

E. M‘Pherson

Stirk - -
C. Sconie -
H: Bernard -
W. M. Lewis
Ch, Sconce -
D. Callaghan
L. M‘Kennis

Murray -
C. Wilson -

Mr. Sconce
G. P. Purnell
Thomas Ringer

H. Coates +
Ch. Sconce -
E. M‘Pherson
J. Jones -
J. Melmoth -
Menchison -
Mr. Devell -

3

J. Turner -
M. Sparth

Mr. Strong, proprie-
tor.
M. Rehailes, over-
seer.
M. Kelly, overseer

Mr. Gully, overseer
Mr, O'Reilly -

B. de Kyng, prop.
Gihos, proprietor

Murray - .
Mr. Law, overseer  

nearlydone- =~

- ditto - -
finished; immense
: crop.
not finished -
- ditto
- ditto
- ditto
finished
not finished
finished
not finished
- ditto
- ditto
finished

finished -  -

large crop; almost
finished.

finished - -«
- ditto; larger crop
- ditto - -
finished; large crop
not finished - -
large crop; not
finished.

finished - -

not finished - -
finished - -
finished ; large crop
not finished - ”
finished * -

- ditto - -

- ditto . -
- ditto - greater
crop than average,

finished - -
not finished - -
» ditto + greater
crop.

not finished -
finished .
not finished -
- ditto -

ditto
ditto
ditto

finished
not finished -

 

 

- + Very backward, (my own
estate; not true),
- ditto.
- ditto - (Mr. Turner re-
ports differently.)
- ditto.
Extremely backward.
- ditto.
Very backward.
- — ditto - (my own; not true).

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto,
ditto.

Macleod’s Report.

 

«+ More forward, and negroes
doing very well.
More forward.

- ditto.
Estate in better order.
Far better; expects 36 hds. extra,
Never more advanced.
As far advanced as usual.
~ - Backward on account oflarge
present crop.
As far advanced as possible.
Same as usual.
More forward than last year.
Estate in best possible order.
As forward as last year.
As far advanced as possible.
- - One month more forward than
last year.
Quite as forward as last year.
- - Much more forward than last
year.
Far more advanced.
Backward, from want of seasons,
- ditto - but will equal this
year’s crop.
As far advanced as last year’s.
As far advanced as any year.
As forward as last year.
- - ditto.
. - ditto.
- - ditto.
-« Not so forward, from this
year’s large crop.
Quite as forward as last year.
- - ditto.

Nolan’s Report.

 

- - Better prospects of coffee
crop than last year.
« - Expects 10,000 lbs. more
coffee next year.
- + Expects better coffee crop
next year.
- + ditto.
- - Expects considerable better
coflee crop.
- + © ditto.
- + Fields in as good order as last
year.
- = ditto.
- - Rather backward, 10 hands
having been taken away.

(continued)
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. Mount Concord

Names of Estates. Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.

  

St. David—continued,

The Grove
May Hall
Morha -
Clifton - -
Mount Pleasant

Radnor - - °

Cocoa Walk - -

Mount Sinai - °
Norris - - -
£olus Valley -

Lloyd’s -  «

Windsor Castle -

Albion - - -

Richmond - -

Woburn Lawn -
River Head ~- -

M. Hall, overseer -
Henry, overscer +
Swan - - -
Duncans = :
Chinington += -

Baugh - -

Carmichael - -

Cosh -« -
M. Martin
.M‘Pherson -

M‘Ferron ~ -

Robertson, overseer

M‘Pherson ~~ -

M. Lamie - -

Baily, proprietor -
Hughes -

Windsor Forest +| Turner - os
Bell Clare - -{|M. Wright - = -
Fair Prospect -| Josephs - =

Amtully - «{MrRae-- -

Manheim - ~-/| Mr. Wiles -  -

Hermitage + -{ Morrisson +  -

 

Sr. Joun’'s:

Belmont -
Clifford’s -
Fuller’s Rest -
Lloyd’s - =
Mountain River
Retreat -
Spring Vale -
Water Mount

 

M‘William ~-
W. Coleman
J. Cockburn
J. Blair -
J. W. Turner
D. Hamilton
J. W. Turner
J. Blair - *

-
®

@
@€

w
*
e
a

Sr. Tuomas in THE VaLE:

Spring Farm - -

Spring Field -
Golden Grove
Retirement |
Retreat
Louisiena
Muse -
Rio Magno -« .
Mount Pleasant
Mount Olive «
Knollis - -
Dove Halil -
Harker’s Hall
Golden River
Springfield ~-
Mount Mathews

Glengoff -
Berwick -
Mount Industry
Hopewell -
Cain Castle.- i

2
e
e
|

 

Godfrey -

Hugh M‘Kay
G,. Marshall
Mr. Ano -
Rosseter -
Madden -
D. MIntosh
C. Gordon -
W. Worge -«
A. Geddes -
Mr. Macleod
Edwards <«
H. Stephens
J. Gorden -
Mrs, Askew
Mr. Bicknell
Mr. Mignett
Reynolds -
Ch. Gordon
R. H. Shets «
R. Page -
W. Palmer - a

e
s

@
6

6
@

8
®

0
8

6
8

8
we
w
e
e
)  i diity -

s
e
e

f
@

e
a
e
a
t
e
#
e

e
e
e
t
e
a

finished
oing on

fnisked
going on
ditto -
ditto -
ditto -
ditto -

over «

not finished
- ditto
over -.
not finished
- ditto

over «

- ditto

not over
ditto -
ditto -

over -
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
not over
over «= -
ditto <

#
#@

@
@

8
8

@
e@

@
e
e

6
6

se
e
e
e

a
k
a
!

 

Not so forward.
Hardly at all more backward,
As forward, all but pruning,
As forward as last year.
°- Not so forward, this crop be-
Ing so great.
-- As forward for next year; this
crop great.
- - Sugar canes as far forward as
last year.
Not so forward.
30 hds. more next year of sugar,
-- Quite as much sugar next
year as this.
- - Not so forward for next year
as this.
- ¢ Will make much larger crop
coffee.
 - Will make 50 hhds. morc next
year.
-+ As good as last year, quite;
sugar.
Much larger crop.
- + Made double this year; will
increase more next.
Excellent prospects.
More forward than last year’s,
~ + Fields just now backward, but
expects te make up lost time. ©
«+ Will make 7,000 lbs. more
coffee next year.
- - Expects much better crop
next year.

ditto.

Dunne’s Report, .

 

Backward.
Very backward.
As usual, the progress made.
Progress as usual.
Forward.
Rather forward,
Unusually forward.
Rather forward.

E. D. Bayne’s Report.

 

~+ Very nearly as forward as last
year.
Quite as forward as last year.
Not half as forward.
Not so well prepared.
As forward as last year.
- ditto.
Not so forward.
- ditto.
- ditto.
° ditto,

Nearly as forward.
As forward as last year.
Not 50 forward.
As forward as last year.
- ditto.
Better prepared than last ycar.
As well prepared.
- ditto.
Not so well prepared.
As forward.
Not so forward.
As forward.

Joey's Report.
REETTOTE
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Names of Estates, Attornies, Present Crop.

 

Sr. James:

Belifield °
Chatham.

Barrett Hall -
Carlton Estate
Content -
Lima - °
Dumfries -
Adelphi -
Virgin Valley
Canaan ‘°
Castle Wemys
Hampden -

Belvidere -
Hazelymyh -
Wiltshire -

Lethe - -
Lod Hall -
‘Copre - «+
Eden - -

Childermas  -
Content -

Alexandria -
“Silver Grove - ©
Golden Grove
Chester Castle
Montpelier -
Anchovy -

Running Gut
Rosehall -

Cinnamon Hill
Cornwall -

Palmyra -

Shot Valley -

Lilliput *

Success se

Easthamg = +
Tryall -
Spring « o

Constance Islop

Moore Park -
Windsor Lodge

Glasgow -
‘Paisley » - «
Millenium °

Providence.
Crawle « -
Kirkpatric Hall
Flower Hill -

Bluehole -

Hartfield.

Accents

278,

h
e
a

e
e
n

e
n
a
s

.Hon, W, Miller

 

John Glass -
Robertson +

R. Barrett. -
Robert Crew
- ditto --
George Gordon
James Dunstone
J. V. Purrier
A. M‘Kenzie
W. Carey: +
W. Reeves -
L. Hislop «

C. Hine -  -
H. Groves - | »
James Fenton -

F. H. Gore, overs.
Jas. Forrest, overs.
J. Jackson, overs, -
Mr. Philips, overs.

Thos. Box,overs. -
H. Morhetts, overs.

J. Fenton, overseer
. J. Penny, overseer
A.Gruder -— -
C. H. Hopkins

Mr. Plummer

Mr. Crow -

M. S. M. Barrett -
S. M. Barrett -

Miller - - °

Grignon  - +

Deen - - -

Cresar - °

Gray « - °

O'Connor -« °
Mr. R. Barrett «
Hudd- .- -

George Gordon -
- ditto - -

* ditto = e

» ditto - -
Gibbes -
E. Smith - .

H. W. Miller -
O’Connor  -
M.Coyn - -

George Gordon -
Hislop -  

finished -
not finished; made’
more than last year.
not finished = —e
Dot yet -
nearly finished
not finished -
nearly finished
finished.
ditto-

nearfinished
not finished -

greater crop than
last year. P

greater crop this year,
in same time, than last.

20 more hds. made
this year.

over o o =

large crop += +
- ditto ° -
larger crop - = 

Prospect of Future Crop.

 

Better crop expected.
No decrease expeeted.

40 hhds. less expected.
No decrease expected.
Increase expected.
A little falling off expected.
No decrease expected,

Large increase expected.
No falling off expected.

= artto.
- + ditto.

Cocking’s Report.

 

Nothing done towards next crop.
- ditto.

No report as to prospects.

Future cultivation abandoned.
Very far behind.
Much behindhand.
- - This gentleman has given me
‘no remarks,
No report as to prospect.

One-third less planted and hoed.
Preparation for next year.
No report of future prospects.
No preparations for next year.
No report of futureprospects.
Far behindhand.

Mr. Farra’s Report.

 

Field labour just beginning. .
-- Rather, but not materially
behind.
Not much behindhand.
-- Never a better appearance,
though a little behind.
~~ Much behind; overseer refuses
to give information.
-- Much behind;overseerrefuses
to give information.
- ditto - ditto - ditto + very
weak handed.
+ Very much behind, and weak

handed.
. - ditto.

Rather behind.
Much behind,butnow getting on.
-« Rather behind, but now get-
ting on rapidly.
Not at all behindhand.
Work well advanced.

More than last year.
Rather behindband.
- ditto.
Not behindhand.
- ditto.
Much behind.
- - Behind, certainly, but works
well.
- — ditto.
Behindhand, but working well.
No report as to prospects,

Mr. Finlayson’s Report.

(continued)
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St. THomas in THE East;

Coley Estate
Serge Island «

Garbrand Hall

Buckingham -

Blue Mountain

Mount Pleasant

Hall Head -
Petersfield -
Middleland -

Spring Garden

Golden Valley

White Hall -
Spring -— -
Hughton Hall
Greensmith -

Stoakes’ Hall
Pleasant Hill
Barking Lodge
Harbour Head
Chiswick -
Old and New Peru
Bowden -

 

|Sprowle = - 
Drew, overseer -
Elmslie, proprietor

W. Nangle, overs.

J. Palmer, overseer

Sprowl, overseer -

Norhell, proprietor

Mr. Grossett
J. Forsyth -

Ch. Scott

A. Barclay -

C. 0. Hodgson
C. Anderson
Codington -
George Wright

Loaque -
Forsyth = -
H. Mitchell
Forcythe -
Ch. Scott -
Forcythe -

ditto -
nearly done finished =~
ditto- = -

nearly done

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto  

282 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Names of Estates. Attornies, Present Crop. Prospect of Fatare Crop,

WESTMORLAND ?

Albany - | J. Tate - -l[ finished + +| Half as forward as last year.
Belleisie - »|H.Storer - +] ditto - - -| Nearly as forward.
Canaan -  «{Carey- + -| ditto- + +1] One-third behindhand.
Delve - - -/] J. H. James -| ditto- - -]- = ditto.
Fontabelle - -j| George Kirlew -| ditto- + «+| Quite as forward as last year.
Froome - -|H. Storer - +] ditto- + «| Nearly as forward.
Geneva - «| George Sherlew -} ditto- = {| Not so forward,
Glasgow - =| J. Macreath -| ditto-- + +| Nearly as forward.
Hope - + +] Thomas Tate -{| ditto- - «| Halfas forward,
King’s Valley «| J. H. James -| not finished - +|Not so forward.
Lincoln - «| Thomas M'Neil . -{ finished - «| Nothalfso forward.
Masemure - -/- ditto - -+{ ditto- - =| Not so forward.

.Mint - - -f- ditto + <{| ditto- - <+|{= — ditto.
Maylersfield - .-|C. Smith + +{ ditto- + +» | One-third as forward.
Mount Eagle -|J.S. Williams -| ditto- - =| Not so forward.
Negril Spots -  -| J. Samuel, prop. -| ditto~ - -j/- ditto.
Paullsland + -{| George Gordon -|{ ditto- - +| Very nearly as forward.
Retreat - +{| Thomas MNeil -} ditte- + + {| Not as forward.
Retrieve - =| Thomas Tate °| ditto. - «| Half as forward.
Ridgland - ~-| George Kerritt -j| ditto. - =| Quite as forward.
Spring Garden +} Thomas M‘Neil -{ ditto- + | One-third behind.

L. D. Pihilps's Report,

aa

Windsor Forest -| George Sherlew -< | finished - Quite as forward.
Lennox - «| H.Scott - +] ditto- -«- - + Quite as forward; very pro.
Bog Estates - -{Mr.Tate - | not &nished. mising.

Edwards's Report.

Ce)

Quite as forward.
- = Not quite as forward; but last
year jobbers; this year none.
- ~- Influenza for a month; no
jobbers now; as forward.
-- Rather backward, from dry
weather; but will finish in time.
-- Very forward, except with
cane plants, from drought.
-- Much more forward. Mr.
Norhell has been away for six
weeks in the Windward Islands,
leaving this estate in charge of
the black driver.
More forward under black driver.
Very backward.
~- Forward; almost 40 acres
canes planted.
- - Backward ; all apprentices in
hospital.
«+ Tolerably forward; would
have been much more so but for
the epidemic.
As forward, if not more so.
Quite neglected; in Chancery.
Quite as forward as ever.
Canes quite as forward.

Lyons’s Report.

 

Quite as forward.
About 20 hhds. less next year.
Nearly as forward.
Will make much more next year.
Will fall short about 25 hhds.
Nearly as forward.
- ditto.

Major Baine’s Report.

CT
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Names of Estates. Attornies, Present Crap. Prospect of Future Crop.

  

St. Thomas in the East—continued,

John Ross -Mulatto River
Elmwood -
Fair Prospect
Sion Hilt -
Fairy Hill -
Boston - -
Castle Comfort

J. Maewilliam
J.P. Jones -
W. Wylie -

George Jones
R. Hemmings

_ Hartford - W. J. Jones -
Reach - —  - James Heeps
Spring Valley J.L. Gam +
Windsor Castle J. M‘William

3. Tolman -
J. Cargell -
J. M‘William
A. M‘Kowan
J. M‘William
J. Panton -
C. Anderson

Muirtown se
Haines - -
Hector’s River
Orange Hill +
Providence <-
Nore Garden
Wey Bridge - e

e
8

@
8

@
6

&
£

6
8

Rural Vale - K. W. Speed, pro-
prietor.

Williamsfield -| J. Cockburn
Betty’s Hope -|- - -
Ege Hill - - | W. B. Kery, prop.

Wheelersfield -| Ch. Scott -
Hardley -  -f[- ditto -
Amity Hall - -|- - -
Holland - +] M.Cooper -

Duckenfield - Ch, Scott -
Golden Grove A. Barclay -
Winchester -
Plantain Garden
Rhine - -

A. Barclay -
- ditto  -

London Hill and St. |Mr. Brydon
George.

Prospect Hill “fe -
Roselle - - - | G. Rutherford
Belvidere - -j- - -
Morant - - -| P. Brown -
Stanton - ~-|J. Blakely -
Pembroke Hall -|- ditto -
Nutt’s River « -| J. M‘William
Montpelier ~ -/} J. Blakely -
Lypons - =| J. W. Cooper
Retreat - -| C. Scott -
Oxford - ° -le- ditto -
East Prospect -| J. Blakely -

eee

Sr. Marr's: .

Hen. Miller -Pemberton Valley -
Union - ~ -| Mr. Blair -
Greenwood - - | Mr. Mechanan
Crescent - -| Mr. Gordon
Roslin - - - | Mr. Stewart
Fontabelle - | Mr. Mais” -

Fellowship Hall -j} Mr. Geddy -
Preston - -| Mr. Forsythe
Oxford - - ~ |— Macdonald
Brinmer Hall - | Mr. Stewart
Tryal - =~ =~ | Mr. Stewart 

253.

 

not over

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto @

@
a
e

@
@

t
#8

8
ft
w
t

ditto -
ditto - -
ditto -

not finished
- ditto
nearly over
not finished

ditto
ditto

ditto
ditto
ditto

nearly finished
- ditto -

ditto.
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

not finished
- ditto
- ditto
- ditto
- ditto
- ditto

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

@
e
a
t
8
a
t

 

Two months behind.

Just as forward as before.
ditto.
ditto,
ditto.

++ Four months behind; over-
seer just dismissed by Chancery
order.
Backward.
Quite as forward as last year.
Three months behindhand.

ditto.
ditto.

More forward.
Quite as far advanced.

- o

-More forward.
Rather backward.
Refused information.
Three months behindhand.
- - Refused information,
known to be doing well.
Much the same.
Three months behind.
To be altogether abanduned.

Dawson’s Report.

but

btaead

Canes not go well cleaned.
Canes not moulded.
Behind, but will make it up.
¢ - Gang building houses for
emigrants,
Canes bebindhand in cleaning.
Two mills going.
Young canes pretty forward.
Field Jabour backward.
~- Rather backward, but look.
ing very well.

H. Blake's Report.

 

-- Pens in as good a state as
before,
More forward than usual.
Rather behindhand.
- ditto.

A little behindhand.
- ditto.
Quite as forward.
Not quite as forward.
- ditto.
- ditto.
Quite as forward.
Not quite as forward.

Eveleigh’s Report.

 

Not at all backward.
- ditto.
- ditto,
- ditto.
- ditto.
- - Backward; manager just
changed.
Not at all backward.
- ditto.
- ditto.
- ditto.
- ditto.

Marltou’s Report.

DY

(continued)
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234 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

Names of Estates. Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.

St. Mary’s—continued.

Derry - - -j}Mr.Bowen- -{goingon -  -| Very well advanced.
Dorrington Castle - |Mr. Oldham -]|- ditto - «| Promises very well.
Decoy -  - «|- ditto = -{- ditto - -]-+ © ditto.
Pembroke Hall -{Mr. Blair - -{- ditto - -/- ditto.
Bagnall Spring -} J. Bagnall - +-|- ditto + -|- ditto.
Lambskin Hill +«{- ditto + «|. ditto - -|+ ditto.
Rupel Hall - +{Mr.Bell + -[- ditto +  -{ No complaint.
G - «= «fe = of. - =| Refused any information,
Industry = ~-] Hon. H. Cox =| - ditto - + Promises very well.
Cardiff - + =] J. Cockburn “[- ditto - -f-+ ditto.
Warwick Castle -| J. H. Sames «|- ditto +. =| + Not so well as the other

. estates.
Halifax - *{| Hon. A. Hodson -{- ditto - ~| Promising tolerably well.
Spring Garden =~| Hon. H. Cox -]- ditto - -{|--+ A few complaints, but on the

whole well.
Gordon Castle —-| Mr. Geddes - ditto - Well advanced.
Lucky Hill-- -{- ditto - = ditto» No fear with seasons..

H. Walch’s Report.

St. Tuomas 1x Vare:

Rose Hall - {| Lowndes, attor. +| finished -  »| Forward as to cultivation.
New Works -~ -{+ ditto - -]- ditto  - {| Jn fair good order.
Wallens - -|- ditto e -f- ditto - - | Very good state of forwardness.
Doyer Castle - ~| Lendo, overseer. -| - ditto - -| Very forward as to cultivation.
Enticld - = - ~—~| Aris, proprietor -{|- ditto - +| Very good order,
Berkshire Hall =-| Gould, attorney -|- ditto +  -| Tolerably forward.
ByCrosk + {| Roach, overseer -{|- ditto - | Backward in cleaning canes.
Shenton - - | Rice, overseer -| not finished - - | Middling forward, not much.
Palm - - -| Anderson, overseer} finished - «| Backward.
Rrcadwarys - -| J. T. Bernard -|- ditto. Very good
yndioss - -| Mr. Ross, prop. -| - > ~ | Very prospects.

Stirling Castle -|Mr.Kenneard «| - - - | Excellent state for next year.

Five other coffee plantations ; all in excellent order.

 

St. AnpREw's:

Airy Castle, sugar -

Relbair, coffee -

Bardowich, coffee -
Belview, coflee.  -
Constant Spring, sug.

Campbell’s Industry,
coffee.

Cedar Valley, pepper
and coffee.

Cooper Hill, coffee
and pepper.

Fair Hill, coffee -

Golden Spring, sug.
HallGrove, cellee
Happy Grove, coffec
Healthy Valley, pep-

per and coffee.
Hermitage, coffee -
Joppa and Keith Hall,

coffee.
Rowesly, coffee -
Mullett Hall, coffee

Mountpelier, coffee
Moresham, coffee -

Mount Prospect -

Mount Prospect, cof,
Prospect (Spalding),

coffee.
Prospect (Gates), cof.  

R. Gregson, over-
seer.

J. Mais,attorney -

J. Landwish -
J. Cockburne, prop.
J. Cargill, proprie-
tor.

James Clarke, over-
secr,

J. Cockburn, attor-
ney.

J. Forbes, overseer

J. Mason « .

D. Sutherland, lessee] over
J. Mais, attorney «
C. Brown, prop. -
J. Brian, proprietor

D. Fraser, overseer
C. M. Jopp, pro-
prietor - °

J. Gilbert, overseer
J. Shaw, overseer -

D. M. Neeledge -
J. Lundie, prop. -

William Willing,
overseer.

J. Shaw, overseer -
D. RB. Spalding,
proprictor.

S. Robertson, overs.  
not over s+

not over

 
Thomas Baynes’s Report.

 

-» As forward as last year, or
year before.
- - In better order than for some
ears,
ehindhand,

No change.
-- As forward as ever before at
same time. .
Got forward by jobbers. .

- + Better than ever; great in-
crease expected.
Pen property, but improving.

=~ Quite as forward, and in as
good order.
Behindhand.
Behindhand.
Same as all preceding years.
In much better state.

Behindhand.
- - Extensive properties, in good
order.
Just the same as former years.
-- Eight acres, new ground; 8
reat increase.
reat increase, in a better state.

~~ Just purchased ; without any —
ng, but progressing.

eAs welllas at same time in the
last two years.
Backward.
- - Doing well ; gang just brought
from Platfield.
Backward.
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Names of Estates. Attomies, - Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.

St. Andrew’s—continued.

Mount Dahing, cof. { L. Desgets, lessee 2° (< 2  « | Improving since fet.
Mount James, coffee |W. Gregory, over-| + + - « | ©- Backward; gang have too far

seer. to go to work.
Mount Mores -|(C. Marshall, prop. | = - « « | Backward; weak gang
Mount Atlas, coffee |Mr. Rea, proprietor} - + + +| Anew purchase; doing well.
Mount Woolfing, do.} R. L. Woolfing, - » | A new purchase.

proprietor. .

Mount Belmore, do.| J. Negunct, overseer] « - - «| Ditto; likely to do well.
Rosemount, coffee - Oegie hes, prop. = 2 «© - Cultivation of provisions chiefly.
Swain Sprin ° - Satchell, prop. + | « ° - -| Same as in all previous years.

SalisburyPlain, cof,| J. fyom,overseer “| = + = « | Better than two last ears.
Temple Hall, sugar | W, Chigslie, prop. | cropover - «|< ~ Increase expected ; excellent

order.
Lloy@a Report.

Sr. GzorcE:
Low Layton « -|M. Spooner e| not finished - ° fallExcellent managed estate;

equal,
Rodney Hall - ~| Passi -  e}-¢ ditto - Backward.Spring Garden R. Swire, attorney |- ditto - - - Cultivation forward, but shy

. of giving any information.
Caen Wood - -| ~~ Oldham,prop.-{|+ ditto - = - aMuch greater crop next year ;

. a garden.
Lenox - + ©{—Oldham~ ~-j- ditta - «| --+ Considerably greater than this

year.
Hewitt’s Report,

Hanover:

Musquito Cove» CO’Conner ef - «© «-« « Piantationnowcleaninig.
Barbican « « . Hutton - of - . - . lant not finishe
BlueHole - +=] W.qhorpe,prop. - 2 = « Plants pa and cleaned.
Tryalr - - +{|W.Gordon- -f © «© «© -@ 68 plant in.
Flint River -« «| J.Jackson © -«f «© = - @ -- Crop forward, all cleaned and

' plant over:
Orchard + «| Mr. Power,prop.-} « - «© = {| -~ Plants done, two acres short;

now cleaning.
Bamboo - «| R, Chambers ej] °¢  <« «*  «| +- Plants done, but small quan-

tity; canes very foul; crop not
yet over.

Upper Hopewell «+| W. Morshell “1 2  -  « — «| Less plant on, but nearly done.
Round Hill - -]|A.Glen - = - {| not over -| - - Cane pieces foul, but not

very; plants put in.
New Mill - +-{W.Gordon- -[ - += «+ «| += Two acres = plant, but

over; canes foul.
Haddington - H.W. Pumer, prop.{| + - + ={ Plant on, but less; canes foul.
Welcome . - ditto « -{notover -  ~« {-- Plants doneand cleaned twice;

ratoons foul.
Magotty - -{|Mr.Deans - «] = «+ «© «= | ++Much less plant; canes foul;

part cleaned.
Releys - + +{|W.Gordon- «f[ - 2 2 «feeLess plant in; only half canes

cleaned.
Eaton « . «- } Mr. Deans - ~j - . . -|- ditto ditto.

Huilme's Report.

St. Tuomas, VALzE:

Tulloch - «1G. W. Hamilton -} cropover - -| -~- Much better crop expected
next yeat.

West Prospect -|R.Hobles - =| notover - + |-. As well prepared as other
ears.

Hyde - ° - |G. W. Hamilton ~| crop over «= - ; ditto ditto.
Ginger Hall - =~ Col. Page - ~'- ditto -« -«f. = ditto ditto.
Williamfield - - |G. W. Hamilton -[- ditto - -+[. ditto ditto.
New Port - «| — Dunn, attorney |- ditto + +| Expect better crop than usual.
Top Hill . -|— Elliott, proprietor] - ditto =- *| As well prepared.

Jones's Report.

Thelford - -| J. Cockburn -} notover - ~f- ‘1Caltivation for next year ex-
cellent.

Swansea - - | Mr. Grove, overseer] - ditto - -|Not very forward.

278.
   (continued)
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Names of Estates, Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Futare Crop.

  

St. Thomas, Vale-—continued.

Worthy Park -

Swansea, coffee -
Blue Mountain, cof.
Lemon Bridge -
St. Clair - -
RiverHead - -

 

WESTMORLAND:

Blue Castle -

Petersfield -

Shrewsbury - ~+

Greenwich ~- -

Prospect - -
Roaring River

Fort William -
Black Ness - -
Three Mile River -

Cornwall - -

Dean’s Valley Dry
Works. y

Mesopotamia -

Cardwind - -

Bath - -
Dean’s Valley Water

Works.

 

St. ANDREW’s:

Water House
Mauerty -
Molynes -
Pembroke Hall
Barbican -

Hope - = - -

Papeiri  - =
Mona - - -
Hall’s Delight -

Cherry Garden -

Narbrook - -

 

WESTMORLAND;

Camp Savanna -
Midgham - -

Moreland - “
Nonpareil ~  -
Springfield - -

  

S. Blair

Williams
- ditto
Edbury
Tomlinson
Anderson e

e
c
e
u
n

o
e
r

U
e

Thomas Macneel -

- ditte - -

- ditto - ~-*

- ditto - -

George Sherbra_ -
- ditto - -

- ditto - -

Thomas Glen -
- ditto - -

Robertson and Red-
good,

- ditto -

- ditto - -

J.S. Williams =

Robert Locke -
J. H. Samo, pro-
prietor.

R. Mein - .
M. Huges, overseer
J. Dundas, overseer
J. Mauder - -
J.Gordon + -

Rich. Banett -

J. Layton, overseer
J. Copeland, overs.
A. Dogherty -

J. Gordon - -

J. Williams - -

A. Fraser - -
Thomas M‘Neel

- ditto - -
James Deanes -
i.Gordon - -

notover -

over <« -
ditto - -
ditto - -
ditto - -
ditto - -

ditto - -

ditto - °

ditto - -

ditto - -

ditto - -
ditto - -

ditto - =
over very early
- ditto +

notover =

dittlo- ==

over = -«

ditto « -

ditto -
ditto =

over ~
ditto -
not over

over =
not over e

o
p
e
r
e
t
s

ditto « -

over - -
ditto « -
not overs -

over - -

not over -

over « “
ditto - -

ditto -
ditto -
ditto -  

- - Backward, from immense crop
this year.
Tolerably forward.
Backward.
Very fair.
In a good state.
- - Backward; 20 acres more
planted.

T. Baynes's Report.

~ - Owing to drought plants back-
ward.
* = 10 acres more planted ; ap-
pearances good.
= - Appearances excellent; good
management; made the largest
crop in the parish.
- - Owing to drought plants
backward, but ratoons excellent.
In tolerable order.
- - Less plant, but prospects
favourable.
. ditto ditto.

Plant backward, from drought.
-- Less plant and backward,
owing to drought.
-- Plant backward, owing to
drought, but has been three times
ploughed.
Backward.

- - Rather less canes, but look-
ing very well.
~« Less plant and backward,
owingto drought.
Canes all cleaned.
-- 12 acres more plant, but
backward, from drought.

Thomas Oliver's Report.

a

Quite as forward as before.
- ditto.
- ditto.
- ditto.
- - Getting out of cane cultiva-
tion for some time.
«- More advanced these last
years.
Very forward.
Backward.
-- More produce expected next
year.

+ = - Backward, as gang have been
working elsewhere.
Forward.

Fitzgerald's Report.

 

Quite as forward as last year.
Not quite so forward.

Quite as forward as usual.
° ditto.

Nearly as forward.
Philps’s Report.

ES
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Nawes fo Estates. Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.

 

CLARENDON:

Leicesterfield -

Retreat 7

Old Plantation:

——

HANOVER:

Orange Bay -

Bell River -
New Paradise
Cambleton -
Green River -

New Found River
Mount Pleasant
Eardley -
Harding Hall
‘Jadustr -
Caldw -

Cessnock -

nel

TRELAWNY:

‘Windsor Castle +

Lysworney
Friendship + =

 

W. V. Fearon

W. Jackson -
J. S. Bunad -

J. Deans -

.G..Gordon -
- ditto -
- ditto -
j.L. Glen -
- ditto
J. Deans
A. Grant -
J. B. Attwood
J. Campbell
W. A. Dickson e

#
t
e
e
e
s
r
s
t
e
s
e
e
e
e
t
s

J. M. Creath

— Townsend

W. Fraser -
— Fowler <

St. Tuomas In tue East:

Georgia a!
Mount Libanus s+
Potosi - -

Friendship - =
Sunoning Hill- = +

Aumont - -

‘Arcadia - -
‘Home Hall, coffee -

Roaring River, coffee

Phillipsfield
Clifton Hill -
‘Leith Hall - -

Cardiff - -. .

eee

Porr Roya:

Chester Vale - -
Clydesdale °
Industry « -

Resource «= «©
Pleasant Hill. =.
Mount Hybla -
Hall’s De ight »

Mount Faraway -

Old England ~

278,

- | M. J. Macqueen

 
C. Scott -
C. Crockett -

Ganivish Barkley -
W. Forsyth - " -.

A. Barclay - +

D.Loague -~ «
M. G. Hallyburton

A. Dysdale -'

M.J. Moule -
C. Scott - -
.G. Taylor - -

- ditto - -'

D. Spaldin
Dickens ee

- ditto - -
Christie and Taylo:
Simpson - -

- ditto - -

| Joseph Gordon -
- ditto - -  

over - - -

.almost over - -
just over ; immense

over ' s a

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto s

e
e

8
ff

@
8

£
6

o
s

@
8

@
8

8
et

6
8

a
a
t
#
p
t
e
o
o
e
e
e
#
.
4

‘ i 'ditto -

over - - -

notover = =
ditto - - -

L not over - -

ditto - - .
. over - = -

not over . -

ditto - - -

not over - ”

ditto -
ditto - 1. -

ditto -

over
ditto
ditto
nearl
ditta
-ditto
ditto s

o
6
5
a
o
e

o
a
t
t
u
e
s

o
f
e
b
e
e
r
e

ditto
ditto - - -  

- - Excellent prospects ; good
management.
Canes in perfect order.
Prospects excellent.

Haley's Report.

 

- - Rather backward, but excel-
lent prospects.
Backward; overseer discharged.
Not as forward as usual.
As good as usual..
Not as forwardas usual.
Usual prospects.
Well advanced.
Backward.
Quite as forward as usual.

- Backward.
-- Plants done, rattoons much

‘| better.
Quite as usual.

Odell’s Report.

 

-- Small property, but as good
as usual.
As forward as usual.
Backward.

Hawhins’s Report.

 

Backward.
Rather backward.
+ « Canes all moulded, and crop

+ forward.
Quite as good as this year.
~- In a forward state for next
year.
-~ Canes backward, but equal
crop expected.
Backward.
-,~ Making extensive prepara-
tions.

- = 17 apprentices ill, and some
‘| been so for a month; they are

therefore backward.

H. Blake’s Report.

 

Expect quite.an equal crop.
Backward for next year,
- + Smaller crop expected next
year.
- ditto ditto.

Baines's Report.

a

Rather behind in pruning.
- -~ ditto.
Pruning going on.
Rather behind in pruning.

ditto.
Pruning not commenced.
« - Rather behind in pruning and
hoeing.

ditto.
ditto.

(continued)
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Names of Estates. Attornies, Present Crop. Proepect of Future Crop.

 

Port Royal— continued.

Robertsfield - :

Green Valley
Strawberry Hill
Mount Jerriot
Bryant's Hill -
Sheldon -
Pengin Castle
Farm Hill -
Hibernia -
Whitfield Hall

Abbey Green
Epping Farm
Windsor Lodge
Mahogany Vale
Mount Charles
Orchard :

Penhill *

Westphalia -

Bemah - -

 

Sr. ELIZABETH ;

Oxford .

Bagdale .

Vauxhall -

Breadnut Valley
Biscany -

 

PoRTLAND:

Pasedey Garden

Burlington -
Unity Valley -
Snow Hill -
Park Mount -
Cambridge -

(TD

Str. Mary's:

Agualta °
Bellefield +
Islington .
Friendship +
White Hall -
Heywood Hall
Llandromney
Quebec -
Frontier -
Green Castle -
Newry - +
Ballard’s Valley
Nonsuch -
Orange Hill -
Tremdesworth

 

Christie & Taylor -

« ditto -
Cohen -
Wiles - -
Wales, lessee
Christie & Taylor
Mais « -
H. Mitchell -
J. Gordon -
Holl & Stamp @

#
e
s
8

8
e
e
6
8

Thompson. -
Ellen & Scott
Williamson
C. Jackson
J. Wright.
J. Gordon

4

>
6

@
©

@
8

- ditto

Mais -

Glhoy

D. Robertson -

-- Smith, esq. =>

D. Robertson -

R. Knott -
H. R. Wallace

Jones, lessee -

Gladwish - =
Heming - = -
Stewart - .
Steel, proprietor -
Thompson, overseer

J. Oidham
A. Barclay
J. Heseason
W. Herlot -
J.Gordon -
John Gray -
Thomas Capper
John Wighton
A.Gauld  -
J. Blair -
ditto - -
R. Fairweather
- ditto -
J. Oldham -
J. Cockburn t

s
e
e

¢€
2

6
©

@
6

8
@

8
8

fF 

great crop; nearly
done.

over s© 6 =
just over; great crop
nearly over - +
- ditto -
over «
nearly over
over +
nearly over
~ ditto

not over ==
-ditto- = -
over - =
over; good crop
- ditto -
over + -

ditto - - -

ditto - - =

ditto - - .

large crop

not over . °

ditto - - *
ditto - - -

pimento; over +
not over - -

+
t

t
©

@
©

@
&@

6
©

8
8

oe
8

8

s
s

e
t

©
8

#@
6

©
hb

8
e
e

8
@

b
8

@
€

©
©

8
&

8
H
e

8

s
@

e
@
¢

@
@

©
©

#
©

8H
e
e
e

8  

Rather behind in pruning.

Pruning going on.
Rather behind.
- ditto.
- ditto.
Pruning going on.
- ditto.
Pruning as usual.
Pruning going on.
- « Made 15,000 Ibs. more this
ear than last; backward.
ehindhand.

Pruning going on well.
Forwarder than usual,
Going on busily.
. ditto.

--17,000 Ibs. more than last
year; all hands busy.
-~ 10,000 Ibs. more this year;
all hands busy.
-- 10,000 Ibs. more this year;
all hands busy.
-- Double crop this year; all
hands busy.

Captain Kent's Report.

 

e - Rather behind as to ratoons;
plants in.
-~- Will make three times more
sugar than this year; very for-
ward indeed.
++ Much more plant, and much
better prospects than last year.
Quite as forward as last year.
-- Much larger crop put in,
through plough.

Bell's Report.

 

=- Very good appearances for
next year.
Greatly impreving this year.
Backward.
Grazing farm; good order.
Very great prospects.
- « In Chancery; much neglect-
ed, and very backward,

Macgregor’s Report.

 

Rather backward.
Very backward.
Pretty forward.
Backward.
Very backward.
Pretty forward.
Quite as forward as usual.
Very backward.
Very fairly forward.
Very backward.
- ditto.
Very nearly as forward as ever.
Pretty forward.
Very fairly forward.
Backward.

Thomas's Report.

TE
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Names of Estates. Attornies. Present Crop. Prospect of Future Crop.

  

WESTMORLAND

Saxham - -
Blenheim ° -
Cousine Cove

Haughton Town
Phenix -
Grange . os

Prospect -

Salt Spring - -

Spring - - -
Woodchurch - .

 

Sr. Mary's:

Carlton -
Water Valley
Licngley - -

Ester = - -

Cromwell -
Aleppo- =
Charlottenburg

Koningsberg
Nutfield
Albany
Marshall

Hazzard - 4
Mango Valley
Huddersfield -

Spring Valle
ower Hill -

Epping> -

Rose Hill, coffee -
Snailyard, ditto
Woodside, ditto

Newport, ditto = «
Platfield, ditto -
Mount Patience, dittol

Dee Side, ditto -
Sue Rive, ditto -
Wye Hill, ditto = -

Luna - =
Job’sHill o °

New Ramble -

Orange River, sugar
Lewisburgh ~~ «
Richmond . -

278,

 

A. Davis + -
George Gordon -
R. Hughes, overseer

J. Chisholm - .
W.Thorp - = «
‘J. Deans - .

Thomas M‘'‘Neil,
proprietor.

YP, A. Scarlett .

Hon. C. J. Jackson
J. H. James .

R. Helworthy =-
R. Hamilton -
A. Davis -

J.Oldham -— -

R. Fairweather
- ditto -
E. Thomas -

A. Barclay
J. Blair
R. Fyfe
J. Miller

J. Oldham *
- ditto - -

J. Cockburn -
Hon. A. Hodson -

Graham, overseer -
Greenwood, ditto -
M. Nelson, prop. -

Thompson, ditto -
A. Lacey, ditto -
— Rogers, ditto -

— Wat,ditto -

— Crubie, ditto -
— Ladlen, ditto -

P. Morris, ditto
Kelly, overseer
Smith, ditto

E. J. Tulloch
W. Lendrop
W. Tulloch - -  

over
ditto
ditto

ditto «
ditto -
ditto «

ditto - -

ditto - .

ditto - -
ditto - -

not over -
ditto - -
ditto- = -

ditto - -

ditto -
ditto «
ditto «

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

s
f
e

not over

ditto -
ditto -

ditto
ditto
ditto « .

goingon
ditto - -
ditto - -

ditto - °
ditto - °
ditto - °

ditto « -
ditto - -
ditto «

ditto -
ditto - -
ditto - “

ditto - -
ditto - -
ditto - -  

Rather backward.
Preparations not a week behind.
“+ ditto, if so much.

Behind,
Rather behind.
- » Fully as forward as its neigh-
bours, but rather backward,
~ « Backward, owing to bad over-
seer, who has been just dis-
charged.

«= Quite forward, but many
canes destroyed by rats, which
have been this year a perfect
visitation in Hanover.
As forward as usual.
Backward.

Odell’s Report.

 

Very backward.
Rather backward.
Very backward.

+ - Prospectsgood, though rather
backward,
Pretty forward.
- itto.
- ditto.

Very backward.
Rather backward.
Backward.
Very backward.

R. Thomas's Report.

 

Promises very well.
As well as usual.
Excellent prospects.

- ditto.
- ditto.
- ditto.

Walch’s Report.

 

Prospects of great abundance.
ditto.

- - ditto.

- - ditto.
- - ditto.
- - ditto.

- ditto.
- - ditto,

. ditto,

- - ditto.
. - ditto.
- - ditto.

Backward.
- ditto.
- ditto, from being weak
handed.

Lambert's Report.
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SUMMARY OF REPORTS.
 

 

   

Estates Estates
Magistrates’ Names, Parish. reported Magistrates’ Names, Parish. reported

on. on.

Thomas Davies - +-{| Trelawny -{ e2 |W.Ramsay -  ~| St. Catherine’s ~
Samuel Pryce - =] ditto - +{ 34 | H.Moresby,viceClench| - ditto ef oo.
Ch. Hawkins - -{ ditto - -+{ 1g | Thomas Baynes - | St. Thos. Vale | 2x
R.C. Pennell - -j ditto - +] 19 |J.W.Jones - 1]. ditto -| 29
R.C. Cocking - -| St.James -{ 12 | Henry Laidlaw - -/{| St. Anne's -| —
R. S. Cooper, sick -|- ditto - - |W i. Sowley - -|- ditto -| 23
Walter Finlayson «|-= ditto -} 24 [| A. Dillon - - -J|-+ ditto -| -
Samuel Farrar - -j|- ditto -} 15 | J. Rawlinson + +] - ditto “| =
Robert Thompson «| -~« just come - | W. Marlton (absent, | St.Mary's -| 41

from Cayman’s. leave).
J.R. Hulme -  ~|. Hanover ~| gt :
J.Odell - + =| = ditto =| 2a f Pralch = - = |= dito + | a8
J. Oliver - -  +{ Westmorland| 15 RS Tembert ° feo ditto ~}. 26
E.D.Philps - -|- ditto -| 96 fy. ys -| St. Andrew's. {o>
B.Edwards(allpens but) - ditto - 3 H Bo med : - “dite rower, 88J.Daughtrey - =| St. Elizabeth- | — | p. oume “Ir Gite lo
W.A.Bell” - -{- dito =| 15 | wpewit > or lsee 7; ?
J. Reynolds -. -|.-- ditto -{ = |-5'G@ Tichbourne dittoe 21 2John Geirley - -|- ditto . __ |& G. Sispbourne --| = ditto. =} 39
‘a, Welch © = | Manchester - _ D. pe ceregor - *| Portland -| 24

: fo » B. Lyons - +! St.Fho',-East | asTh. Colbrooke - ~+j]-+ ditto -1 17 13°35. Bain ditt
W.Alley- - +/+ dito -| - [yy ss 7 > ott |OUtBlake - - <-{[- ditto -{ 18R.S.Haley - -|{ Clarendon -]| 16 J.K.D _ . ditto
Robert Langrish =-{|- ditto -| 8 | 9°57) 2¥80" - a ~} 22
+. ; J.Eveleigh - +j- ditto «| 23‘Theo. A. Dillon - ¥ ditto -! 17 1b Dunne - St. David 31
ames Nolan - -! Vere - -} 9 . - Ft .
A.N. Macleod - -/| St. Dorothy's 4 Henry Kent - ~/ Port Royal -| 28
E. D, Baynes - © -{ St.John’s - 8 06
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P. S.—Mr. Ramsay does town and police business, Mr. Clench having died, no return could be

got. Mr. Moresby having been also at death’s door for a fortnight, and unable to move about.
 

— No. 141. —

Cory of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo.
My Lord, Downing-street, 22 August 1835.

I wave received your Lortlship’s despatch of the 21st. of June,containing reports from
the special justices on the state of cultivation in Jamaica, with summaries drawn b your
Lordship from the documents which had been furnished to you. The exposition which is.
thus given of the stateand prospects of the plantations, andof the presumable causes of such
partial defect of cultivation as has occurred, is upon the whole exceedingly gratifying.

I cannot omit this opportunity of thanking: your Lordship for the great exertions which
on this and on so many other occasions you have made to put His Majesty’s Government
in possession of the fullest and clearest information of the state of the colony committedta
your care.

. _ I have, &e.
TheMarquisof Sligo, (signed) Glenelg.

 

—No. 142.—

Exrract of a DESPATCH from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenely,
dated Highgate, Jamaica, 7, July 1835.

“ ALTHOUGH your Lordship’s despatch of the 14th May authorizes. me to send to you
only abstracts of the accounts which I receive from the various special: justices, and that
I fully appreciate the kind motives you mention as having induced you to come to this deter-
mination, I purpose availing myself of it: but. occasionally, and intend, at intervals, to
notify to these gentlemen my wish that their reports on-a certain day are to contain no
private business, which can be of no general interest, but merely confine themselves to @
statement of their opinion on the manner in which the new system is working in this
island,
“In pursuance of this plan, I caused a circular to be written to them on the 17th of June,

desiring them fo confine their reports.of the 2d July. I have the honour herewith to enclose:
ou the original letters of these gentlemen, giving me their opinion on the points to which
Thad directed their attention ; some have not yet reached me, in consequence of the illness
of certain of the special justices ; the majority, however, I have the honour to enclose,aud

wou
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1d call your particular attention to No.. 1, Colonel Gregg, Compt. Police; No.2, Mr.

Lyons;No. 5, Mr. Haley; No. 11, Mr. Pryse; No. 12, Mr.Baynes; No..17, Mr. Daly,

Compt. Police; No. 25, Mr. H. Walsh; No. 30, Mr. Dunne; No. 45, Mr. Marlton, and
No. 48, Mr. Macleod. I should hope-that you would read all the rest. The only unfa-

yourable report is that of Capt. Thomas Baynes, of St. Thomas in the Vale, whose letter
js numbered 21. The rest are all so favourable, that I consider it. unnecessary for me to
give you again on this occasion my so often reiterated opinion. I have inclosed in the folds
of some of these letters others from the same individuals.”

 

(No. 1.)

Surrey County Inspector’s Diary for the month of June 1835.

] Have visited every part of my county during this month, and have had but occasion
to act as magistrate only once,.on Albion estate, in St, David’s, on the 3d inst.

In the parish of St. David’s, the apprentices are working as well as ever they were, and,
generally speaking, the same work is done as formerly, though the time is less; besides, on
Albion estate,’ the apprentices have sold their time to their masters for 1s. ad., digging 100
cane-holes; true: it is, the soil is soft, but it shows that the apprentices can be brought to
work for hire, besides. the very great saving to proprietors. I am infermed that 7/. 10s.
was generally paid for jobbers. per acre, consisting of 2,700 cane-holes; that work is now
done for 21. 5s., but even supposing that the apprentices only dig 75 cane-holes, it will
only amount to 31. per acre; nor do I think that where a proper care is taken to pay the

- apprentice the moment the work is performed, he would ever refuse to dig 50 cane-holes for
the sum of 18. 8d., making the sum of 41. 10s. per acre..
The apprentice makes this calculation: he goes to his own grounds, plants his ground

rovisions, for which he has to wait, watch and attend to, for at least three months; then
fe is obliged to carry them on his head to market a very long distance, part of which he
can sell well, but as his hours are numbered, he is usually obliged to sacrifice the remainder
to the “higgler,” (as they are usually termed,) who, knowing that the apprentice has to
return by a stated period, waits like a hungry shark for the moment to “obhge” the appren-
tice, (as I.once heard one of those “ higglers”’ say); so that in reality the “‘ higglers” are
the persons’ who make the most money 3 besides, an. apprentice cannot carry more than
from 3s. 4d, to 68. worth upon his head; whereas he can sell his Friday for 3s. 4d., or 100
cane-holes, go to his market or his own grounds on Saturday, and not lay himself open to
the disappointment of not being able to sell his provisions; thus, in one week or two, he
can obtain what formerly took him as many months.
~ In Blue Mountain Valley, in theparish of St. Thomas in the East, work is going on re-
markably well; here the apprentice has sold his night as well as day.

Plantain Garden River, in the same parish, I do not think is doing so well, but still far
beyond the expectation of the most sanguine, Amity Hall estate excepted; this I learn is in
consequence of one of the proprietors having come from England.

Manchioneal district is not doing as well as might be expected; still the work that isdone
is cheerfully, which is saying much for that quarter, as the apprentices in that quarter have
ever been a troublesome set.
‘Portland I really do believe is doing better than ever it has done before ; but there is one
circumstance come to my knowledge while there. Iam informed that persons are makin;
speculations thus: they go to the head cooper or carpenter, who are always steady g
men ;. they advance him money to purchase his freedom, and deprive the estate of a most
useful man, obliging the said estate, perhaps, to purchase the work from a person who has
advanced the money to the apprentice. .

St. George’s isdoing very well, as also Port Royal and St. Andrew’s: such is the uni-
formity of doing well everywhere, that the apprenticeship system may be said not to have
disappointed even the most sanguine. There is one thin tly wanted, that is, national
schoo ».where a spirit of loyalty, as well as religion, should instilled into the mind of the
rising generation.

I have in a former report stated that I was of opinion that a falling off of one-fifth would
attend the new change, but I wished in thatreport,as also in this, to err on the lowest side ;
and thoughI trust the crops will again find their level, still, I say, if they formerly averaged
100,000 hogsheads, that now from 85,000 to 90,000 can be the nearest calculation; but this
may be principally owing to the short-handed estates being obliged to be thrown up; for
those estates only made sugar out of the very heart’s gore of the former slave. But I should
hope, that when apprentices find they cannot get employment on. one estate,. they will be
willing to look for it on another.

 

| (signed) G.D. Griggs
Kingston, 30 June 1835. Chief Inspec. of Police, and Speciat Justice.

(No. 2.)

,, My Lord, Palmetto River, 1 July 1835.
HERE is no subject on which E can be engaged so agreeable to my feelings as @ special

Instice than‘in reporting to your Excellency the general state of my district. Its condition,
. .

aS
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as relates to the conduct of the apprentices, I have every reason to be proud of, if the con
tentment and industry around me is in the smallest degree to be attributed to any personal
or mental exertion of my own. Eleven months of anxious and careful superintendence of
a very extensive district will entitle me to speak with the confidence of experience, and
I hesitate not to say that the quantity of labour performed on the sugar estates around me
quite equals the average of slave-labour, and that the labour oftheapprentices, on particular
estates, is in all kind of work much greater than was ever performed or expected to be by
them. As a proofof the correctness of my assertion, I have only to refer to the Blue Moun-
tain apprentices, who, in the absence of the overseer from the property, turned trash and
moulded canes at the rate of five people to the acre, where eight to nine would have been
formerly considered good work, and on anotherpiece, extremely foul, performed the same
kind of work at six to the acre. In digging cane-holes, they completed a field at the rate of
‘25 to the acre, about 104 holes for each individual. While the work was in progress, the
overseer assured me he would be satisfied if they dug it at the rate of 40 to an acre, the
usual average. At Buckingham and Boston, an extremely laborious estate, they have been
working in a similar manner for several months, working every Saturday in crop}; and durin,
the intervals of occupation at the works by the stoppage of the mill, they have beenmoulding
canes and turning task by contract in their own time. At Hullhead the apprentices carried
manure and planted canes at the rate of 26 to the acre: the overseer stated to me he would
have been satisfied formerly, for the same kind of work, with 36 to the acre. AtGarbrand
Hall they have worked every Saturday during crop, and have dug cane-holes at the rate of
106 per individual a day, a degree of labour quite unprecedented on such land. AtColey
they have worked on Saturday in crop and dug 86 cane-holesper diem. At Serge Island
they have all through crop worked on Saturday. At Mount Pleasant the usual crop was
made in less time than the previous year, and all the canes, but without the assistance of
jobbers, whose aid was required last year. These instances of excess of labour I have se-
lected as uncontradictory evidence of the correctness of assertions often made toyour
Lordship by me, that the apprentice does work, and in the majority of instances industri-
ously. There are a few estates where complaints are occasionally made that the quantity of
labour performed is less than it should be; but I have invariably found that there ‘has
been some irritating or exciting cause for such insufficiency of labour, and that it hasrarely
arisen from mere indolence.

That change of feeling, which is now matured into steady industry and general good con-
duct, manifested itself immediately after the Christmas holidays, and was, I doubt not, the
result of the negro’s observation, that though the new law is not what he anticipated and
desired, it is at least a protective one to him, and that by good behaviour he has the power
of securing himself from the aggression of the tyrannical’ or the persecution of the vindictive,
There is in general a tolerable good understanding existing between both parties, master and
labourers, which though it has not, and perhaps never will, ripen into that feeling of regard
which is often found in Europe to unite master and servant in a bond of reciprocity, it is yet
sufficient to destroy that acrimony of feeling which arose immediately after August, and to
enable either party to perform their relative duties with good will during the term of the ap-
renticeship.

PTheoffences that are brought under my noticeare most frequently of a very trifling nature,
and have, I conceive, increased since Christmas, though I do not think they are more nu-merous than formerly under slavery, but that absence of fear and the presence of perfect tran-quillity induces strict and minute managers to take notice of every peccadillo and refer themto the special justice for his arbitration, when, without that medium, they would have been
forgiven and forgotten as soon as begotten.

rime there is very little of; nearly all offences committed by apprentices in this district
are submitted to me, and out of a population of about 7,000 under my superintendence, I haveonly once since Christmas had an offence of so serious a nature as to justify the infliction of50 lashes, and that was for killing a mule maliciously. I believe no community has so little
of atrocious or flagrant villainy.

There is an evident and increasing desire for instruction among the negro population, andalmost all under 25 eagerly seek the opportunity of being taught to read. ‘This feeling,I conceive, judiciously guided and encouraged, might be made to fructuate to the advantage
of the whole community; but, unfortunately, the means of education are exceedingly limited,the only establishment for the instruction of adults and infants in this district being a Sun-day school at Colly estate, conducted by gratuitous teachers: it is situated from 12 to 14miles from a large mountain population, and surrounded by extensive sugar estates.

I feel assured your Lordship will press upon the Home Government the necessity of im-
mediate attention to this, as the most wholesome and best means to the attainment ofper-manent good feeling and good habits among the labouring population.

I am sure it will be gratifying to your Lordship to know that not only has this year’s crop
been got in on those estates that have finished without any diminution of their estimates, but
that the prospect for the future is as favourable as possible; and I feel quite satisfied, fromthe preparations I observe, that when the autumnal planting is concluded, the confidence of
the managers of this district in the productiveness of labour under the existing system will
be proved by the fact of an increase of plants on some estates, and the smallness of the re-
duction of the fields on others.

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Edmund B. Lyon,

&e. &e. ke. Special Justice.
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No. 3.

My Lord, Stony Hill, St. Andrews, 1 July 1835.

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, transmitted in circular of the 17th ultimo,

I herewith have the honour to forward a duplicate of my last report of the state and forward-

ness of my district. .
It must be evident, from the planters keeping up the same extent of cultivation as formerly

on a diminution of one-fourth of the hours of labour, that the negro population here are
doing as much or more work than was ever before pertormed in the samegiven time; 1 must

nevertheless say, I am sorry I cannot attribute such labour to a willing disposition towards
industry on their part. I am aware, from 15 months’ experience and a close observation,

that a dread of coercion alone and the strong arm of the law, which I trust in God has been

impartially administered, will induce them to continue an adequate portion of labour.
further beg leave to state to your Excellency complaints are much decreasing, both as

regards the masters and managers against the apprentices, as also of the latter against the

masters and overseers ; there is on both sides a decidedly better feeling. The multiplicity of
frivolous complaints immediately after the 1st of August have dwindled to nothing. The

unishable ones now preferred are chiefly for petty robbery of the negro grounds,and a neg-

Fect on the part of watchmen and cattle minders, very few for a want of sufficient labour.

The petty plunder complaints are almost entirely against persons who have been long

absent from the properties to whichthey belonged, and who came home under your Lord-
zhip’s Royal Proclamation on the 1st of August, whose provision grounds must have natu-
rally gone to ruin. While on the subject of the then absentees, ] beg to assure your
Excellency I attribute the comparative increase of labour to the apprentices generally con-
fining themselves more to the properties, and not running off as heretofore, from a dread of

coercion for every frivolous fault by them committed.
Your Excellency is aware how few of the proprietors, generally speaking, took any pains

“previous to the ist of August to bring the management of their properties in conformity with
the law about to take place. Your Lordship, I trust, will see some foundation for what
I conceive ought to be by them done for weeks previous. There ought to have been a gene-
ral change of overseers; the new ones should have been directed to conform immediately to
the law connected with the abolition of slavery. Such a measure would have spared your
Excellency and your then very few special magistrates the task ofendeavouring to ameliorate
and soften down existing animosities, whether merited or not, did exist, most persons will
admit.

 

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) Samuel Lloyd, Special Magistrate.

(No. 4.)
Sir, Camp, 2 July 1635.

Iy answer to your circular, dated King’s-house, 17th June, [ have the honour to report
that up to the period of my leave of absence, which commenced on the 27th May, that the
disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population in my district were daily im-
proving, and that the treatment they reeeived from the masters, managers and overseers were
unexceptional; as a proof ofwhich, all complaints have ceased, with the exception of some
trivial things which must occur among so large a community.

I have, &c.
To W. G. Nunes, Esq., Secretary, (signed) A. Dillon, Special Justice.

King’s-house, &c. &c. Ke.

Sir, Up Park Camp, 2 July.
In reply to your circular, I beg to state, that in my district the apprentices were anxious

and willing to work in their own time for wages. In the first instance on my arrival some
few properties, namely, Ballentry and Orange Valley, refused to do so; but on my ex-
plaining the beneficial and good consequences of their doing so, they cheerfully complied.

 

T have, &c.
To W. G. Nunes, Esq., Secretary, (signed) A. Dillon, Special Justice.

King’s House.

(No. 5.)

Sir, The Chapelton District of Clarendon, 26 June 1835.
In answer to your circular of the 17th instant, desiring, by command of his Excellency

the Governor, a particular report of the state of the district in Clarendon assigned to my
jurisdiction, asto the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population, the treat-
ment they receive from their masters, and whether complaints have increased or decreased,
on either side, since the commencement ofmy duties,I beg to state, for the information of
his Excellency, that the disposition and conduct of the negroes are most promising, and will
eventually prove, beyond doubt, to any who may still remain unconvinced, that the expense
occasioned by the new system is more than covered by the unfrequency of desertion, and the

278. improved
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improved state of health and strength enjoyed by the negroes. I never had the management
(and I many years, as first lieutenant, directed the discipline of men of war) of a people so
docile and ready to obey, more respectful to superiors, and submissive to their direction and
advice. The predominant vices of idleness and petty thefts are clearly the offspring of
a state from which they can only be said to be now emerging. _In losing these vices, which

are even now going into decay, I trust that they may not substitute Buropean crimes of
a deeper hue.

Icannot, in making e statement of this nature, refrain from taking the liberty ofrecalling
to his Excellency’s recollection an'instance of industry and good conduct upon the part of
the apprentices upon Leicesterfield’s estate, and in doing eo to assure his Lordship, that
upon any estate in this district, where the manager’s treatment is kind and considerate,
I could not fear producing similar commendable dispositions, if extra labour wererequired,
The complaints against apprentices have diminished to almost one-half the amount; and

I have few, indeed scarce any, against managers. The proprietors and attornies have dig-
countenanced harsh treatment, which, together with a few fines levied in earlier days upon
some overseers, have produced, I hope, more correct feeling, as well as more correct conduct,
As myduties commenced in Clarendon without the assistance ofany other magistrate,

I may be allowed to express my satisfaction in the beliefthat from both the other districts his
Excellency will receive favourable reports. To the hearty concurrence of Mr. Langrishe and
Captain Dillon in all those regulations and measures which had proved beneficial, and to
their ready and able advice and assistance, may be ascribed, in conjunction with the willi
co-operation of all influential persons in the parish, its present state of subordination, and,
1 would fain believe, of prosperity.

 

I remain, &e.
W. G. Nunes, Esq., King’s House. (signed) R. Standish Haly,

(No. 6.)
My Lord, Spanish Town, 2 July 1835.

In reference to a circular, dated 17th June 1835, in which information on the general state
of the district and parish of St. Catherine’s is required, I have to state, that in consequence
of a severe attack of yellow fever, I have, since the 8th of last month, been prevented visit-
ing the different properties in the above district, and am therefore unable to ay before your
Excellency the general statement which the above-mentioned circularrequires.

 

Iam, &e.
To His Excellency the Marquis ofSligo, (signed) H. Moresby,Special Justice.

&e. &e. Ke.

(No. 7.)

Special Magistrate’s Residence, Mount Pleasant, near AnnottoBay,
My Lord, orth East District of St. Mary’s, 30 June 1835.

I wave the honour to furnish your Lordship with my accustomed periodical report of the
state of my district, in respect to the disposition, industry and behaviour of the apprentices
herein delegated to my immediate charge, protection and regulation.

I have mueh satisfaction, my Lord,in renewing to yourLordship my report ofthe continued
improvement in the disposition and conduct of the apprentices in this district of St. Mary, and
that the complaints of masters versus the apprentices have gradually and considerably dimi-
nished since | assumed my duties here inFe ruary last. Your Lordship will, 1 hope, pardon
me for offering my opinion whenI say, that I consider continued and unflinching discipline
as necessary to preserve the present order of things and regulation among the negre popule~
on, whose weak minds.are prone to take advantage of the magistrate’s relaxation and
nity, -
"Ln justice to the masters, managers and overseers in this district, I am bound to report to

Lordship, that the conduct and treatment observed by each and all these parties towards
their apprentices is humane, kind and liberal; and it may not be amiss here to call to your
mind,my Lord, (im confirmation of this part of my report,) that but one solitary instance has
occurred of my being called upon to adjudicate the case of the apprentice versus the master

_ since I took charge of this district in February. I trust my present statement will be satis-
factory to you, my Lord; and I beg to subscribe myself,

 

‘Your, &e. -
To his Excelleacy (signed) § Joseph Rawlins Thomas, L. R.N.,

‘the Marquis of Sligo, &e. &c. &e. And Special Justice.

(No. 8.) oF
My Lord,. Mile Gully, 1 July 1836.

Tuis district consists of very extensive pens for the breed of cattle, and coffee plantations.
T haveminutely inquired into the disposition, behaviour and industry of the negro population,
and am happy to state that on all the large properties the apprentices are working cheerfully
and well. 7 .
With the exception ‘of a few cases, ‘and those principally women, I have no complaints

‘ ‘eithe
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either from master or apprentice. I have made myself acquainted personally with the negroes
in the absence of their employers, in order to ascertain their feelings towards their masters,
and I have invariably found, where a kind and conciliatory mode of treatment has been pur-
sued, that the apprentices are the more willing labourers.

I have the declaration of Mr. William Davey, of Bellefield, and Mr. Austin, of Christiana,
that the apprentices work fully as well as before the Ist of August. Those are two consi-
derable coffee plantations, and are managed by those two gentlemen as overseers.

It affords me great satisfaction to inform your Excellency that complaints on both sides
have decreased since I have commenced my dutiesofspecial magistrate.

ave, &c,
(signed) W. H. Alley, Special Justice.

 

(No. 9.)

My Lord, Black River, St. Elizabeth’s, 1 June 1835.
In compliance with your Lordship’s circular, dated the 17th ult., respecting the state of

the negro population of the district under my superintendence, I have the honour to state
that, although my experience as a special magistrate is but limited, I have some knowledge
of the negro character and disposition from having been five years in my professional capa-
city in the West Indies, during which I had an opportunity of visiting nearly the whole of
the West India colonies, both Foreign and British.

1 have no hesitation in stating, from former and my subsequent experience, that I have
found the disposition and habits of the negroes depend greatly on the character of those who
are placed over them; and to use an expression of their own, “ good massa makegood
negro.” .I shall, however, confine myself more particularly to the observations | have been
enabled to make lately, and draw a comparison between those properties conducted by men
of respectability, and those that are in the hands of what are termed “old planters,” many of
whom cannot be divested of their old prejudices.

First, my Lord, I have to instance Salt Spring, Fullerswood, Success, Lower Works,
Hodges Pen and the Rectory. These properties comprise one-third of the negro population
ofthis district, and from these I have only three complaints during the last quarter, and two
of the three are for petty thefts ; while on the numerous small settlements, with a popula-
tion each under 40, that are conducted by the proprietors, who in most instances are scarcely
elevated above the negro in any respect, between these people and their apprentices there
are constant contentions and incessant complaints, the one endeavouring to exact, the other
to avoid, as much labour as possible. And I am positive the people would not work for them
unless compelled, neither party having respect or feeling for the other.
The negroes are habitually indolent, but .a good example (which theyrarely have), a feeling

that they are themselves to reap the fruits of their labour, instead of those to whom they con-
sider they have no obligation, will hereafter work an extraordinary change in their character.
Your Lordship will perceive from what I have above stated, that there is a good under-

standing existing between the employers and apprentices on the larger properties, where they
are generally well treated; but I have to observe that my district comprises pens and settle-
ments on whichI do not think the discipline is so rigid as on sugar plantations. Complaints
are certainly decreased, but I attribute it to my being constantly amongst the apprentices. I
have endeavoured to make them understand the mutual obligations they and their employers
are under to each other, which { have always found them ready to listen to.
My weekly reports would have already informed your Lordship of the sad extent to which

thieving is carried on, and 1 am fearful nothing will stop it until the people are more enlight-
ened by education.

-I have, &c.
; (signed) John Gurley,

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. Special Magistrate.
 

(No. 10.)
My Lord, . Brownstown, 30 June 1835.In answer to the circular of 17th June 1835, requesting to be supplied with an accountof the particular state of this district in respect to the disposition, industry and behaviour of

the negro population, the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and overseers,and whether complaints have increased or decreased on either side since I assumed myduties,1have:the honourto state, since my arrival in February last, the disposition and behaviour
the negro opulation, generally speaking, has been good, and still continues so. Therehas been nothing like combined resistance for the last three months. With respect to their

industry, the prevailing and general complaint of masters and overseers is an insufficiency ofabour, that the apprentices do not do as much as they couldin the limited time they are
ed upon to work. With respect to the treatment the negro population receive from their

he managers and overseers, the best answer I can give is, that for the last six weeks Ihenot had a single complaint from any ofthem, and previous to that time very few. Lookingck to the weekly reports I have sent, I can fairly state that complaints on the part of mas-ters sind overseers are on the decrease.
aj have,&e. R

. '  (siened) Stanley Revelinson,HisExcellency the Marquis of Sligo. ~ 7 Special Justice.
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(No, 11.)

My Lord, Trelawny, 30 June 1835.
I wave much pleasure in reporting to your Excellency, that the whole of this populous

and extensive district, assigned to my management by your Lordship, is perfectly tranquil and
orderly.
The late fine seasons have put a new face on the country, and stimulated to increased

exertion all parties interested in the cultivation of the cane fields.
The apprentices are becoming better behaved, and more reconciled to their managers under

the new system than heretofore. They are gradually settling down to their duty and per-
forming their work steadily and well.
f As a proof of it, I humbly submit to your Excellency’s consideration the following
acts:
The apprentices generally appear to pay more attention to the religious observance of the

Sabbath than formerly.
They appear desirous of having moral and religious instruction, and express a desire to

have their children educated; none of whom have they in any instance apprenticed to their
former masters.

They express an anxiety about their houses and grounds; and on one occasion I was
asked by an apprentice if he could legally purchase and own land.

And_I think the apprentices are becoming more and more sensible of the great boon that
awaits them, as also Hi the necessity of the intermediate graduation of the term of appren-
ticeship, doubtless, my Lord, under the expectancy of education and increasedreligious
instruction, and I regret to report to yon Excellency the total absence of those valuable
impulses throughout this extensive and important district.

ince crop, my Lord, I have had only one complaint from any manager in my beat (46
properties and about 9,000 apprentices) of the apprentices not working faithfully, and on
investigation I am satisfied the overseer was himselfto blame, having stopped their allowance
of herrings, and worked the apprentices eight hours per day for five days in place of nine
hours, and thereby depriving them of their half of Friday.
The apprentices work extra time cheerfully where required to do so for five days in the

week, for monetary hire and at moderate rates.
Iam not aware, my Lord, of any one estate in this district where they have refused to do

so; and on some estates they work at night for moderate wages; at cane-hole digging,
several of the apprentices have earned 6s. 8d. or a dollar per day, viz. by digging 160 holes
at one halfpenny each.
The crops have been taken off and are closing very successfully.
The produce is of a superior quality to that made heretofore on every estate without

exception.
There has been no stock lost as formerly, except on one property, where they had no supply

as usual before the commencement of crop.
In this district, my Lord, there is only one resident proprietor, a very small estate; but

the attornies and managers generally are showing a moreready disposition to meet the new
system in an equitable and honourable manner, by showing the apprentices a countenance,
and granting them allowances of herrings as formerly, and other indulgences to them and
the free children not directed by law.

I regret to state to your Excellency that several of the subordinate planters still cling to
the old system, and cannot divest themselves of their old prejudices and arbitrary disposition
towards the apprentices, who on their parts have not had sufficient time to reconcile them-
selves to their former oppressors.

Complaints are greatly diminished, my Lord, since the commencement of my duties, and
they have become more of a casual than of an important nature, frequently between the
apprentices themselves only.

n closing my report, I very humbly submit to your Excellency (from an experience of 34
years in the colony), that the prospects for the next year’s returns are as flattering as can
reasonably be expected, and are quite at variance with the newspaper reports.
The “ Tharp’s” estates will make equal crops the next year; they are going on well, and

Mr. Tharp has assured me of his confident expectancy of increased returns the next season,
and in which I submit to your Excellency he is borne out by the present bealthy appearance
of the cane cultivation.

Mr. Dexter, overseer and attorney (an old practical planter), at Hampstead and Retreat,
confidently expects to increase the crops ofthose estates; and several other properties will
make similar returns to the present years.

Mr. Bridge, overseer and attorney for York and Gales Valley. estates, finished crop the
25th May, and has declared to me, “that he never had less trouble or more pleasure in
taking off a crop in his life,” and he is, my Lord, an old planter of acknowledgedpractical
experience.
My Lord, the planters generally in my district acknowledge that the hours of the law are

sufficient if faithfully performed, and that things are coming round well, and that the ap-
rentices have done and are doing a great deal more work this year than the last, which I
umbly submit to your Excellency to be an absolute fact.
I have great satisfaction in reporting to your Excellency, that the apprentices are appa-

rently all happy and contented, and that they are well housed, well fed and well clad;and
t



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 247

that the awful responsibility I felt on assuming my official duties has changed into a consi-
derable degree of confidence, in the well-being of the apprentices and the well-working of
the new system. . . ;

I beg to confirm my previous reports to your Lordship, and to assure your Excellency of
my continued exertions in the faithful discharge of my official duties, in the hope of a suc-
cessful termination, and of meriting the approval of your Excellency.

 

T have, &c.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo. (signed) §S. Pryce, Special Justice.

(No. 12.)

My Lord, Aylmers, St. John’s, 1 July 1835,
In compliance with instructions received from Mr. Secretary Nunes, in a letter dated

17th ultimo, requiring, for the information of your Excellency, a report of the particular state
- of this district as regards the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population,
the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and overseers, and whether com-
laints have increased or decreased since my entering on the duties of my office, I have the

fonour to state, that I perceive no material alteration in the disposition of the negro popu-
lation; they are undoubtedly in this district generally peaceable and orderly, but regret to
say there is little reciprocal good-will subsisting between the apprentice and his manager;
whilst the latter endeavours to procure as large a quantum of labour as possible in the hours
allotted to him by law, the former seems determined to afford him as little as a frequent
recurrence to the magistrate will permit; with this interference, however, the apprentices in
this district continue to perform a fair proportion of work; indeed a total want of industry is-
not among their defects. With the exception of a few bad characters, they cultivate their
provision grounds with assiduity, attention and profit ; it is to their master only they begrudge
their labour, and give it reluctantly.
On one estate only in this parish does that mutual good feeling exist between master and

servant which would, were it general, ensure the successful operation of the new system,
and answer the great end proposed in the enfranchisement of the negro, by gradually pre-
paring him for the change that will take placein 1840, when he will be elevated to the con-
dition and responsibility of a free agent and citizen. I allude to Spring Vale estate, from
which I have never received a complaint from either manager or apprentice, yet the work
done this year has vastly exceeded the average of many years back.
The negroes, perhaps from recollection of occurrences which may formerly have taken

place, are extremely suspicious and distrustful of the good faith of those in authority over
them; it is also a general complaint that they are growing from day to day more disrespectful
and even insolent to their employers. On different properties different modes of arrangement
have led to partially different results, but the prominent features of the negro character
remain as yet unaffected. There are doubtlessly among them individuals not inferior in intel-
ligenceand acquirement to the European peasant, but the proportion is by no means large;
and I cannot but state it es my opinion, that although a twelvemonth has now nearly elapsed
since the commencement of the present system, the negro has not, as far as he has gome
under my observation, made a corresponding progress in his fitness for total emancipation,
and the new state into which he will have to enter in five years from the present time, a period
rather short for any extended developement of moral principle or considerable amelioration
of his former and present disposition. At home, in the negro villages,he is as licentious and
unrestrained as ever; a Christian perhaps, at least baptized, it does not appear that the
efforts of his religious instructors ofany sect have succeeded in preventing his indulging in
polygamy. The numerous cases in my diary show how general, notwithstanding frequent
dunishment, the crime of thieving still continues; the notion of the nature of an oath, as
entertained by the negro, is rarely correct and adequate ; it is a matter of every day occur-
tence for a prisoner convicted on clear and abundant testimony, to offer to kiss the book, as
he calls it, to prove his innocence.
The want of a fitting system of education for the youth, as well as the children of both

sexes, is frightfully manifest; those of the'latter, free under the Abolition Act as less than six
years of age on the 1st August 1834, are bred up in absolute idleness, untaught by their
parents to perform the slightest service for them.

In reply to your Lordship’s question respecting the treatment which the negroes receive
from their masters, managers and overseers, I have to observe that few seriouscomplaints
have been brought before me; on some properties they are treated moreindulgently than on
others; to any infractions of the Abolition Act I at once afford the remedy provided by law,
but I am happy to say they are of rare occurrence; although I regret to add that in some
mstances the indulgences heretofore given have been withheld since crop, on the negro
refusing to give extra work to obtain them.
_As s the last point on which your Excellency calls for information, the increase or

diminution of complaints, your Lordship will have collected from my hebdomadal reports
that but little change has taken place. About two months since I certainly did indu gea
hope that a considerable improvement was manifesting itself, but latterly complaints have
again become numerous. Whilst the apprentices on some properties are for a time behaving
better, those on others turn refractory and disobedient. At Clifford’s, for instance, an estate
belonging to Mr. Coleman, the member for Clarendon, I had not for the first six months or
more of my service a single complaint, yet within the last month J have had greattrouble

. ere,
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there, and been obliged to punish with some severity, yt Mr. Coleman still complains that
they will not afford him a fair proportion of work. I also remark that the charges now
brought before me are often of a very serious nature, such as causing the death of animals by
neglect or cruelty, and other offences betokening a bad feeling towards the master or
manager.

 

His Excellency the Marquis ofSli __ Thave, &e.
18 EXCe ee &C. we. of Sligo, (signed) Ed. Davis Baynes.

No. 13.
My Lord, St. Elizabeth’s, 29 June 1835.

I nave the honour to inform you that my district is perfectly orderly; I have no com-
plaints of the apprentices not doing their allotted duty; I have a few complaints of insolence,
and I am sorry to say much of thieving one from another, so much so that some industrious
apprentices will not make a ground for fear of the others; but between master or manager
and apprentice things are going on well; no cruelty and much even temper on one side, and
on the other side a satisfaction that they have justice. Complaints have much decreased in
number since I commenced my duties here.
The negroes are rather whimsical about working in their own time for money, sometimes

they will, at others they will not, but the thing is not much pressed on them.

 

I have, Ke.
His Excellency Marquis of Sligo. (signed) W. A. Bell.

&e. &e. Ke.

No. 14.
My Lord, , Morant Bay District, 1 July 1835.

In obedience to your directions, dated June 17th, I have the honour to inform your Lord«
ship I cannot say at the present time that the apprentices in this district appear to work so
freely for wages when proposed to them as they did a short time past. Lately, on a few
estates, money has been offered to keep the spell at night, where they have refusedto accept
it. The dispositions and behaviour of the apprentices in this district I certainly must say is
respectful and obedient; I have never heard to the contrary. Their treatment from. their
masters I have scarcely had above one or two most trifling complaints. 1 have much satis-
faction of informing your Lordship that since I commenced duties in this district in February,
that complaints have decreased more than half.

 

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Jno. Eveletgh, Special Justice.

&e. Ke. Ke.

No. 15. .
My Lord, Oliphant’s Lime, Savanna, Lower Clarendon, 1 July 1835.

I wave the honour to acknowledge thereceipt of a circular of the 17th June, directing
me to furnish your Excellency with an account of the state of my district, the ind and
behaviour of the negro population, the treatment they receive from their masters, and whether
complaints have increased or decreased since I assumed my duties as special justice.

In reply, I beg to state to your Excellency that the new system is working as well in my
district as its most ardent friends could desire, which assertion can be proved by some of the
most respectable inhabitants of the parish.
The crops on almost every estate are finished, and, generally speaking, have exceeded that

of last year both in quantity and quality. The state of preparation for next year’s crop on all
well-reculated estates is as forward as the diminished number of hours will allow. Com-
plaints have decidedly diminished; but I regret to state I have been under the necessity of
punishing some of the:employers for cruel treatment to their apprentices.

- I beg leave-toassure your Excellency, that some very respectable managers, whoatone
time declared in my presence against the negroes working at all under the new system, will
now come forward and declare they never saw the estateTook more flourishing, and that they
never knew their negroes work more laboriously, or with more cheerfulness or good feeling.
I do not for a moment hesitate to declare to your Excellency, that both on theSagar Estate
and Coffee Mountain the apprentices in Lower Clarendon district are giving their managers
more satisfaction than that they could possibly have anticipated.

 

have, &e.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) RJ. Langrish, Lieut. 2. w.,

Ke. &e. Ke. Special Justice.

(No. 16.)

My Lord, Lower Lucky Valley, Jamaica, 30 June 1835.
ConFormasty with directions given through the letter of Mr. Nunes, under date of the

27th instant, | have now the honour to submit toyour Excellency an account of the parti-
cular state of my district. in respect to the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro

population;
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pulation ; the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and overseers ; and
whether complaints have increased or decreased on either side since the assumption of my
uties.

d As regards, firstly, the disposition of the negroes in my district (St. George’s), it has exhi-
bited itself in that medium form and degree as to have escaped cause for much reprehension,
but not to have afforded cause for much praise. Towards the Government and public autho-
rities ofthe Island there has been no instance of disaffected conduct or feeling, or other, indeed,
than that of a willing obedience; but except amongst the better informed and better disposed
class of negroes, those who are able to understand as well as to value the boon granted by the
Abolition Law, there has been wanting that due feeling of gratitude which would most usefully
have proved itself by stimulating the apprentice to an increased activity and energy in the
formance of labour, where the law had generously decreed a reduction in the hours of

abour.
Not only the disposition, but also the habits of industry and behaviour of the negroes are,

I conceive, however, materially regulated by the treatment on the part of the managers and
overseers, Some of the gentlemen acting in the latter character in the parish of St. George
are men of experience, discretion, temper and feeling; there are others, on the contrary, who
have these recommendations but imperfectly, or not at all. I should hope that the number
of the first-described class prevails ; and that I can conscientiously say that good treatment
is more frequent than bad treatment on the part of the overseers of my district towards their
apprentices.
P specting the increase or decrease of complaints, it may perhaps be in the recollection
of yourLordship that on mytaking charge of the mountain district in St. George’s in April
last, the parish had been for some time without the presence of a magistrate, and that I had
consequently to adjudicate upon a long arrear of cases, and to inflict unusually extensive
punishments ; subsequently, and having to the best of my judgment introduced a system of
firm and equal justice, as respects both apprentice and overseer, the complaints on each side
have since much diminished,
The staple produce in the mountain district of St. George is coffee. The crop of this

article for the present year is finished, and the amount (owing to the bad state of the wea-
ther) being short, the labour(though reduced) of the apprentices has been sufficient (generally
speaking) to secure the whole produce. The prospects for the next year’s crop are so far
favourable, that the coffee trees have recovered, and now, by their Realthy and abundant
blossom, give promise of an unusually large produce, but which abundance the overseers
anticipate no benefit from, unless there 1s an extension of the hours of labour (or an increased
activity during the present allotted hours) to gather it in: true that the law gives the over-
seer additional hours during crop time, but these he must afterwards repay, and he therefore
declines availing himself of them. It would be very desirable could an arrangement be made,
that a certain and fair quantity of work should be done in preference to the principle of
regulating labour by a certain quantity of hours; all possible ground for complaint would
thus be taken from the overseer, and the negro mightbe stimulated to do in six hours that
work for which he now takes eight hours, since the overplus of time would be at his owndi

t present the apprentices,although civil in general demeanour, work lazily and reluctantly,
and often necessitate an exerciseof coercion where there is the disposition to prefer that of
lenity.
Having thus, in obedience to your Lordship’s directions, replied to the particular points

stated in the letter of Mr. Nunes, I have to express my hope that your Excellency will not
feel offended, or deem me to have taken a liberty in having, under the impulse of duty,
superadded observations thereto.

I have, &c.
(signed) William Gillam, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 17.)

My Lord, Brechin, St. James, 29June 1835.
Acrrzasty to the instructions received from Mr. Secretary Nunes, I continue to make

reports of such parts of my county as I have been enabled to visit, and beg leave to state
that during the last week my duties have confined me to the neighbourhood of the Brechin
police station in St. James, where I am happy to observe matters, in my opinion, in a pros-
perous state. There are several estates in the immediate vicinity, and the manufacture of
sugarbeing nearly completed, the labour is chiefly applied at present to the cultivation of
canes, which appears to be most cheerfully performed by the apprentices, and as far as I can
learn, on well-regulated properties, much ‘to the satisfaction of the managers. I may safely
say, that things, as far ax I have observed, are coming into a very even state; and except the
reiterated reports through some of the public prints, the accounts are generally very favour-
able. t had the pleasure of seeing a very respectable attendance of apprentices at the chapel
near this on Sunday last; and I learn ihat the school there is well attended. Religious
instruction appears to meet with considerable support in this district, of which I judge from
having seen many of the proprietors and managers attending service.

; lL have, &c.
To his Excellency the Marquis ofSligo, (signed) #2. Daly, S. M., &c.

&e. Me. Ke.
278.
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(No. 18.)

My Lord, Rio Bueno, 30 June 1835,
Acregasty to your Excellency’s directions, | have now the honour to forward such

observations on the dispositions, industry and the general behaviour of the negroes in this
district, as my short residence here has enabled me to form; also a statement of the treat-
ment they experience from their masters, managers and overseers, and the comparative
increase or decrease of complaints. since my first assumption of the duties of a special
magistrate here.
The apprentices in this district J conceive to be generally well disposed, tractable and

easily managed; where this is not the case, and the instances are very few, the fault may be
traced to bad management, habitual drunkenness, or opposition ontbe part of those placed
in immediate authority over them; they cannot, however, be said to be an industrious
pee le, although the love of money, in which they fully participate with Europeans, would
ead one to hope they will gradually become more so, seeing what high wages they are
likely to obtain after their apprenticeship is out, 2s. 6d. each per day being even now
obtainable for whole gangs by such as let out jobbers. Their behaviour is in generalvery
peaceable and good, though much inclined, even now, to think themselves imposed upon, and
as not obtaining equal justice with their masters, a natural consequence of the ignorance
which still prevails. Oi the other hand, they are, with very few exceptions, well treated by
their masters, managers and overseers, many of whom, Ifeel ersuaded, would, if they durst,
mitigate the sentences which I frequently have to pass upon them; the feeling on both sides
may, therefore, be said to be an amicable one, as the only class who show them any unkind-
ness are small settlers, having 8, 10, or 20 blacks, often men of bad character, drunkards,
and low life individuals.
They appear in general to be happy, well clothed and well fed.

To His Excell M eG. Po His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) » C, Pennell,
&e. &e. &e. 8 Special Justice.

P. $.—Complaints are so much diminished, and of so trifling a nature generally, that
I expect shortly to be often a weekwithouthaving any at all.—F. C. P.

 

(No. 19.)

My Lord, St. Mary’s, 30 June 1835.
I nave the honour, in obedience to your Excellency’s instructions, to report on the state

of the district I have the honour to have in charge in this parish.
Since my recent appointment to this district, I have observed the conduct of the parties

referred to, and can confidently state that, with a few exceptions, the dispositions and be-
haviour of the negro populationare such (as appears by the weekly returns I have had the
honour to transmit to your Excellency, my periodical visits having been made in a great
majority of instances without any complaint being preferred,) as to satisfy their masters and
employers, whose treatment of their apprentices appears to be regulated in a great measure
by the endeavours of the latter to exhibit an industrious line of conduct, which I have found
met by a corresponding system of kindness and attention to their wishes and comforts.

 

H M 'R.Sydacy LamberTo His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) - Sydney Lambert,
Ke. &e. fee Special Justice.

My Lord, St. Mary’s, S. E. District, 30 June 1936.
I nave the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s inspection, the diary of my last week’s

proceedings in this parish, as also the conclusion of the report on the state of the crops,
together with the monthly return of properties visited and not visited, and the account of
the state of the district, as ordered in your Excellency’s circular of the 17th inst. I regret
that the short period I have been in charge of this district prevents my includingin this
latter communication the information required as to the increase or decrease of complaints.
The apprentices generally, where any misunderstanding does exist, seem on many points
bearing on their supposed grievances to be in total ignorance of the law, whichI devote
myself to explain to them, and which [ am happy to say they listen to in most cases with
attention.

 

T have, &c.
To His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) R. Sydney Lambert,

Ke. ke. Ke! ee a Special Justice.

(No. 20.)

My Jord, Aberdeen, Rio Bueno, P. C., 30 June 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of the

17th inst. In
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In compliance with your Lordship’s directions as to the particular state of my district,
with respect to the dispositions, industry and behaviour of the negro population in my dis-
trict, the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and owners, and whether
comr laints have increased or decreased on either side since my assuming the duties of special
m: F trate, I beg leave to inform your Excellency, that the negro population of this district
oerbehaving extremely well, and have nearly taken off thecrop,without many complaints,
and none of any very serious nature; that their dispositions have improved, and they have
worked muchbetter than at the commencement of crop, and apparently with much more
satisfaction to themselves and their masters. ; ;
The character of the negro is not of an industrious habit, and there being but few examples

of their working during the hours allowed them by law. I however look forward to the negro
coming more into the way to work for hire than theyhave done,and making themselves
1 moreindustrious class ofpeople. The treatment they receive from their masters, managers
ind owners, appears to me to be kind, and that both sides are coming into the manner of
working with Pender feelings, and more agreeableto the Act for the abolition of slavery.
‘It is with feelings of extreme pleasure that I can inform your Excellency that in this dis-
‘ict complaints on both sides have decreasedvery considerably since my assuming the
juties of special magistrate ;, and I have no hesitation in saying that the prospect for the

’g crop is ver .aext years crop yg I have, fe.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed ) Cc. Hawhins,
&e. &e. Ke. Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 21.)

My Lord, Parish of St. Thomas in the Vale, 1 J uly 1835.
Dunine the four months that I have been carrying into effect the arduous duties of the

Abolition Act as a stipendiary magistrate, I regret to say that I have seen nodisposition
towards industry evinced on the part of the negropopulation gencrally; they require on all
occasions to be coerced by the law to do their regular work, are extremely tenacious of a few
minutes of their own time, if used by the managers, and on the contrary, are indolent, lazy,
and generally late in turning out to work on the estate. I cannot offer a stronger proof how
prone the race is to idleness than the manner they are now bringing up their children, in ob-
Jecting generally to any mode that may be proposed to give them work orapprenticing
them. ks to the general disposition of the working classes, it isa compound of low cunning,
deceit and lying. In my opinion, if they are aware, they care very little about the sacred~-
ness of an oath; and whenever profaning it can suit their own ends, it is a mere matter
of form.

Complaints, I am sorry to ay, are on the increase for some weeks past, and in many
instances evinced a degree of sulkiness on the part of thenegroes. ;
The negroes are well treated by the managers, and complaints are very rare against them;

the law has completely tied up their hands from any acts of oppression. I regret my report
is not more favourable.

I have, &c.
Most Honourable Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. W. Banes,&e. &e. &e. Captain of S.S. P.

 

(No, 22.)

St. Ann’s, 30 June 1835.Tue apprentices in this district continue to be working very well, and there is an appear-ance of cheerfulness and good feeling existing among them and their employers, who seemsatisfied with their conduct; indeed, generally speaking, I think there is a mutual confidenceon both sides. In a great many instances they have their herrings served them as formerly,owing to their general good conduct. There are scarcely any complaints now on eitherside, and those only ofa minor nature, which shows, in a great measure, that the apprenticeshere have much improved; and they seem to be satisfied with the treatment of their mastersand overseers.

W. H. Sowley, Special Justice.

 

(No. 23.)

My Lord, . Villa, 30 June 1835.
I nze to report to your Excellency the state ofmy district, and it is with much satisfactionIcan acquaint your xcellency the negro population continue to conduct themselves in& very peaceable manner, are’ more respectful in their demeanour, and evidently show abetter disposition to work than when last 1 had the honour of making similar report to your

Excellency. With respect to the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and
overseers,
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JAMAICA. Overseers, I scarcely know of an instance where the apprentice has any just reason now to

—_— complain; andI also beg to inform your Excellency complaints on both sides have consider-

ably decreased since I assumed the duties of a special magistrate.
I have, &c.

(signed) E. D. Philp, Special Justice. |

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, Leeward District, Westmorland.

c. Xe. &e.

 

(No, 24.)

My Lord, RodneyHall, St. Thomas in the Vale, 1 July 1835.

I am happy to inform your Lordship that the apprentices in my district are generally well

disposed and industrious; on some properties { have not had e@ complaint for the last two

months, and those apprentices who have been complained against and punished are much

improved in their conduct. The treatment of the overseers and managers is most kind and

indulgent ; for upon Hag Hole estate Mr. Fairweather, the attorney, not only gives the

negroes all former allowances, but pays them liberally in money during crop, while working

extra hours. Complaints have certainly decreased, and I have no hesitation in saying they

will continue to do so. The canes for next year’s crop look rich and luxuriant on most pro-

perties; so much so, that the overseer of Tulloch told me the other day that he was almost

certain of making next year from 30 to 40 hogsheads of sugarmorethan he has done this,
ave, &c.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) TT. Watkin Jones.

&e. &e. &e.
 

(No. 25.)

My Lord, Derry Police Station, Pear-tree Grove, P. O., 30 June 1835.

L nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Excellency’s secretary’s circular of

the 17th instant, and I beg to state, for your Lordship’s information, that the negroes in my

district evince the greatest anxiety for industry and morality. I regret to saythat, in m

opinion, many of them are far morecircumspect as to their conduct on the Sabbath-day

than that of the higher class of gentry in this sland.

Crime amongst the negro population is daily decreasing, and they seem tobe loyal and

affectionate towards the British Government, and particularly towards the King.

The negroes on the sugar estates in my district will all work for wages, and some of them

are now working for barter, salt and herrings, &c., for example, Goshen estate, attorney, Mr.

Gueddis. From everything that I have both seen and learned, and considering the degraded

state from which the negroes have been raised by the mother country, I must say that in

my own district they have made a most rapid improvements and I cannot report them in any

other manner, taking the average from the 1st o August 1834, than that ofwell-disposed

santry.
, :

Withreference to the proprietors, attornies, managers and overseers, I am sorry to remark

that I have not met thatfriendly disposition to forget former power, and to look to the people

with some little guardianship ; this of course arises from this respect, that the real proprietor,

who is, in the end, the principal, 3s not now in the Island to nourish his own interest, by

taking care of his apprentices, and thereby making them attached both to the master and to

the soil. By such a plan the apprentices would, at the end of the apprenticeship, look tothe

master with affection and respect; they would be certain also to stay at work on his estate,

in preference to any other. 1 fear, in honesty, with the present prejudicetowards land’s

emancipation, that nothing very favourable can he reported by me, as the masters and over-

seers have never, to my knowledge, evinced any symptom © kindness or attention towards

 

the black population.
T have, &e.

a (signed) _ HenryWalsh, a.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, &c. &e. &e. Special Justice.

(No. 26.)

My Lord, Crawle River, Great House, Clarendon, 1 July 1835.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s circular of the 17th

June,requesting a particular account of the state of my district, describing the disposition,

industry and behaviour of the negropopulation, the treatment they receive from masters,

- managers or book-keepera, and whether complaints have decreased on either side since my

assumption of office.
In obedience to your Excellency’s instructions, I beg to state, that my impression of the

negro character would lead me to describe it as docile, uniting respect and confidence forthe

laws, and a feeling of kindness towards the authorities who administer them, with temper and

integrity. Asan evidence of their industry, I can adduce as 2 fact, that on every estate In

this district they have freely and willingly worked for hire. And when your Excellency
considers
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considers that the hours they devote to extra labour are those generally given to sleep or re-
creation, it must remove the stigma of universal and overpowering indolence so often imputed

hem.
The complaints usuallypreferred against the apprentices are neglect of duty, insolence,

insubordination and petty thefts ; these charges have decreased in my district more than one
half; in fine, my Lord, the population in this part of Clarendon may be conscientiously de-
scribed as peaceable, obedient, industrious and contented.
I havefurtherthe honour to state, that the conduct of all those in management, under the

denomination of masters, overseers and book-keepers, with a solitary exception, may be de-
scribed ashumane, They rigidly exact labour, obedience and respect; in the latter they are
over fastidious ; but no one act of cruelty-or oppression has.come to my knowledgebutinthe
revious exception, and that was of a modified character. In conclusion, my Lord, I am
und to state, that a reciprocal feeling of good-will and forbearance between the employers

and the employed is gaining strength, and that the superintendence of the same benign and
merciful providence, which urged and promoted the extraordinary and unprecedented measure
ofgradual-emancipation, is still watching, promoting and guiding its finalcompletion.

ave, &e.
To His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, &c. &e. &e, Thomas A. Dillon.

 

(No. 27.)

District of Manchipneal, St. Thomas in the East, 30 June 1835.
It affords me much pleasure to state, that this district is quiet, and the apprentices beha-

ving themselves well. The apprenticeship system is evidently much better understood by all
parties, and there is consequently less confusion, with .a marked diminution of complaints.

I have on no occasion had reason to find fault with either proprietors, managers or over-
seers; all have obeyed the laws, and treated their apprentices with every consideration.
The estates ‘are certainly back in their cultivation and crop to what they were last year,

but I impute that chiefly to the loss sustained from the general misunderstanding that took.
place in this district as to the interpretation of the laws, from the 1st of August to the 1st
of January.
The estates" constables are using their authority with discretion, and the people kept in

check by them. I have not now to complain against watchmen, and stealing is less fre-
uent. There is a general inclination to work for wages, :and‘many estates have employed

their apprentices during their own time to dig cane-holes, at the rate of 12 for 5 d., at which
they make excellent hire, and in many instances the people apply for such employment. I
fear, ‘however, they are hoarding up their money for the purpose of purchasing lands after
the apprenticeship. The women are now obedient, but they do not work in their own time
so generally as the men. The only exception to this favourable report, and I conceive it a
very serious one, is, that the free children still continue to be brought up in idleness, and no
consideration -will imduce the parents to place them under ‘the care of their former owners.
No measures have been adopted in this district for the education of children under six years

 

of age.
(signed) James Kennet Dawson,

Special Justice.

(No. 298.)

Sir, Hampden, St. James’s, 29 June 1835.
_For the information of his Excellency ‘the Governor, ! take leave to make the following

statement as regards the workingof the mew system in my district :
The estates generally have nearly finished crop; with somefew exceptions the estimateshave been realized. oS
The cultivation of most estates is going on to the satisfaction of those concerned, and Ihave no doubt but it will. continuewith that success which is generally expected by every

well-wisher of. the country; and that next year’s crop will equal, if not exceed, the present
one. The quality of the ‘Produce made never was surpassed. .

‘Crime has also diminished in a surprising degree. The master and apprentice seem toentertain a more reciprocal good feeling towards each other; in most instances the latter
&ppear to appreciate any indulgences shown them, and, in my opinion, to a degree that theirmasters always feel pleased to observe. aThe usual indulgences have not been withheld, such as clothing, hospital attendants,
cooks, nurses, watchmen for their grounds, rum, sugar, ‘herrings or salt-fish.

4) .¢ ‘managers ofmost estates are respectable and predent persons, which circumstancewill ensure from the ‘apprentices a proper demeanour towards them. They are encouraged toattendany place of worship which they think proper; and a vast number of them havealready been taught to read and write,
enever the apprentices are desirous of disposing of their own time to their masters for

ore they have every facility and encouragement held out to them; but of course, in all
. " societies
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societies there will be found some sulky and ill-disposed persons who will not work, or enter

into any arrangement.
In cases where children under six years of age, or free persons, are brought to the hospital

they receive the same care and attention as when they were slaves,although the medical

gentlemen have no remuneration for this act of humanity.

 

I have, &e.

W. G. Nunes, &c. Secretary, (signed ) R. Cocking, Special Justice,

&e. &e. Ke.

(No. 29.)

My Lord, Vere, 1 July 1835.

I Bro leave to have the honour tc state, in reply to your Lordship’s circular of the 17th

ultimo, as to the state of my district, that I feel much pleasure in being able to report to

your Excellency that the feeling between master and apprentice in this district is most

satisfactory. The apprentices now all seem perfectly contented and happy; their behaviour

and the willingness they showed in most instances to give up a portion of their time toobtain

both money and allowances, and the great anxiety they have shown to take off the present

crop, was most exemplary, and a perfect good undeistanding now exists between all parties.

I am also happy to state, for your Excellency’s information, that in my opinion the attornies

and managers have done all in their power towards the well-working of the new system; in

many instances they have given the customary allowances to the free children as well as

to the apprentices; they also allow cooks, nurses, and watchmen for their grounds; which,

my Lord, by their so doin , | attribute in a great measure the present prosperous state of

this parish, and the good behaviour of the apprentices. 1 beg leave also to state, for your

Excellency’s information, that complaints are becoming far less frequent, and of a more

trivial nature in most instances, than when first I assumed my duties; I rarely now have

any complaints from the apprentices against their masters or managers, except im some cases

where they are ignorant of the law, which when explained to them makes them perfectly

satisfied.
In conclusion, I beg to add, for your Lordship’s information, that the shipping in the bays

dependent for their loading in this district, have sailed with great regularity, and, in many

instances, earlier than the preceding year, while it is consistent with my own knowledge

that the quality of the produce made has been such as to procure the highest prices at

 

market.
I have, &e.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) § Jumes Nolan.

&e. Re. ke.

(No, 30.)

My Lord, St. David’s, 30 June 1835.

I nave the honour to inform your Excellency, that I consider the negroes in my district

as well disposed, from their having on every occasion of my applying to them entered into

arrangements to work during crop seven hours per day beyondthe time fixed by law, for no

other remuneration than that of receiving the common allowances, which have always been

given as matters of course. They have been industrious it is evident, for on coffee planta-

tions they have picked three bushels per day, when it was fully ripe, being the greatest

quantity expected, even in by-gone times; an when required they have worked in their own

time, at the rate of 10d. per bushel. In this district there are 10 sugar estates. I took an

account, furnished by the overseers and proprietors, showing the average quantity of sugar

made last year, and this year, per week ; notwithstanding the diminution in the timeof

labour and the substitution of the constable’s wand for the driver’s whip, the deficiency per

week amounted only to 94 hogsheads. .

I am led to believe, both from my own observation and the information which I have re-

ceived on the different properties in my district, that thecrop of next year will more than

equal that of this. The behaviour of the apprentices is good and forbearing. Since they

have become acquainted with the law, they are not disposed to prefer frivolous complaints.

I wish I could state the same of the managers and overseers: the dissatisfaction of many

of them with the new system is so great, that one would be led to think the non-working

of it, however inexplicable it may appear, would give them delight, Their manner of speak-

ing to and of the negroes is haughty, intemperate and disgusting in the extreme; their die-

position to have corporal punishment inflicted is manifested on almost everyoccasion of

preferring complaints; a bad way truly, to introduce those grateful and good feelingswhich

should subsist between master and man, and of inducing the latter to look up to the former

with respect and regard; and yet, strange te say, they are found in their intercoursewith

society in general to act with apparent kindness an good nature. That there are men

amongst the planters possessing humane and generous feelings, 1 am happy to bear

testimony.
I have, &c

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Patrick Dunne, .

&e. &e. &e.
Special Justice.
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(No. 31.)

Sir, Saxham-hill, Green Island, Hanover, 30 June 1835.
In compliance with the desire of his Excellency the Governor, as conveyed in your letter

of the 17th inst., I have the honour to report that the present state of this extensive and.
us district is, generally speaking, satisfactory. I might, perhaps, be justified in ing

pol farther, and sayingthatit 3is particularly 20)ifcontrastedwiththe situationinShick
I found it on the assumption of my duties about six months back. At that period, and for
very many weeks subsequent to it, complaints, which on investigation but too often proved
well founded, were constantly being made by the managers of properties against the appren-
tices for idleness and insolence; and even chargesofa more serious nature were not of
unusual occurrence. J am now, however, happy in being ableto state that a considerable
change for the better has taken place in theserespects 3 crime is certainly on the decrease,
and more kindly feelings appear to be growing up between master and apprentice,
With reference to the mode of treatment which the apprentices receive from their em-

ployers, I cannot perhaps better illustrate it than by adducing the fact, that since i have
ad the honour of acting as a special magistrate in this district, not more than two cases of

oppression or cruelty have come under my cognizance. In the first ofthem, although the
allegations were made before rae on oath, and the circumstances which occurred clearly
detailed, the plaintiff, from what cause I have never been able to discover, did not appear
when the case was called on at the subsequent session. In the latter instance I inflicted
a fine on the offender.

Before I conclude, I have no hesitation in stating it to be my belief, that as the bad feel-
ing which slavery naturally engendered in the minds of the negro population wears off, 80 in
proportion are they becoming and will become obedient, industrious and in every relation
useful membersof society.

 

Ihave, &e.
W. G. Nunes, Esq., Secretary. (signed) J. Odell, S. J.

(No. 32.:

Sir, , Maroon Town, 29 June 1838.
In reply to your letter of the 17th inst., I have the honour to state, for the informationof his Excellency the Governor, that since [ entered upon my duties as a special magistrate,(which was in April last,) the conduct of the negro population has been, with scarcely anexception, orderly and respectful in my district.
The number of complaints has decreased, and the apprentices are doing much morework; but I am sorry to add, that I attribute this more to a fear of punishment than a gooddispositiontowardstheir ‘masters.
The treatment they receive from their masters and overseers is correct, as may be inferredfrom the very few complaints I have had made by apprentices against their masters, and thoseof a very frivolous nature. On one estate there has not been a single instance of complaintofany kind on either side since I have undertaken the duties of pSpecialmagistrate.

ave, Kc.

 

W. G. Nunes, Esq., (signed) William Elliott,Governor’s Secretary’s Office. Capt 37th Regt., Special Justice.

(No. 33.)

My Lord, Kingston, 1 July 1835.In reply to your letter, dated the 17th of June, calling on me for a report of the state ofmy district in respect to the dispositions, industry and Behaviour of the n population,the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and overseers, and whether com-plaints have increased or decreased since I assumed my duties, I beg to state, that thehegroes are disposed to be very idle when not working for themselves, and are also con-siderably addicted to thieving, for which their vicinity to Kingston affords inducements andfacilities. I consider that they have worked much better since I came to the district. I atthat time received complaints from the overseers of several roperties of the idleness of theirgangs. In every instance where the charce was proved, i ordered the gang to compensatethe estate by working in their own time till the loss by their idleness was made up for bytheir additional labour,having taken care to ascertain what might be considered a fairaverageof labour in the work on which they had been employed. In every instance, the quantity oflabour which [ required to have been performed or to be made good was perfectly satis-factory to the overseer; but to convince your Lordship it was nothing unreasonable toTequire from the apprentice, I have known, in several instances, the same work to have beenfinished before 11 o'clock in the day.
{ have found that acting on this plan had a very good effect on the subsequent workingof the gangs on such estates, as I have acted in the manner I have mentioned; and I haveno doubt the example had a good effect on others, as I have received very few complaintsagainst the masters or overseers of properties, and that 1 give the apprentices abundant278.

opportunities
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opportunities of making them, by visiting the properties, even more frequent than 1
0 Figed by law. I cansafelymake a favourable report as to thegeneral conduct ofthe
masters and overseers in my district towards their apprenticed labourers. As regards the in-
crease or decrease of complaints since I commenced, I have hardly been acting a sufficient
length of time to give a decisive opinion, but I think there is a strong tendency towards
their diminishing, and I feel confident that in a short time I shall have as few complaints ag
can reasonably be expected to arise among so many persons requiring some coercion to make
them mutually perform those duties which the law imposes.

I have, &e..
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) 2. Fitzgerald,

&e. &e. Ke. Special’ Magistrate, St. Andrew’s.

 

(No. 34.)

My Lord, Annotto Bay, St. George, 30 June 1835.
Since the transmission of my report of 17th March last, ] have observed. a gradual

amendment going forward amongst the. apprentices in my district. In my former report
I stated that the negroes, excepting the most. intelligent, did not work freely for wages in
their own time, but since that period, (while hire for field work is still refused,) agreements
have been entered into on fair terms with the mill gangs upon.every estate under my charge,
with the single exception of Craig mills, where they have not been-required to do so. This
has tended very much to produce a feeling of satisfaction on both sides, which is evinced by
the very few complaints brought forward either by manager or apprentice respecting the
quantity of work done in the manufacturing of sugar. All through my district complaints
have considerably decreased both in number and character, those now brought forward bei:
most frequently for cases of individual violations of law, rather than, asbefore, for instances
of insubordination or combined resistance. Habits of industry appear to become more
general, but time alone can decide whether I aur justified in believing them permanently
established or not. So faras-I can judge of their disposition, the negroes seem better in..
clined to work fairly than hitherto, whilst their conduct and behaviour, as a body, is as
orderly, as docile and as respectful as could possibly be expected from a communityso
largeand uninstructed, who have been so suddenlyelevated from the restraints of slavery
to freedom.
With re; to the treatment negroesreceivefrom their masters, managers and overseers,

I believe they are well treated, and that there are very few. instances of oppression or cruelty
is proved by there being but few complaints made by apprentices. Masters seem anxious to
get a fair proportion of work done, but I am inclined to believe they do not attempt to im-

upon the people, by exacting more than the law sanctions; and'in most estates in my
district the indulgences which the people were accustomed to are still allowed.

 

I have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) E. Fishbourne,

&e. Ke. Ke.

(No. 35.)

My Lord, Retreat, 30 June 1685.
I am happy to be able to inform your Lordship of the quiet and peaceable state.of this

district ; and to show there is no wish on the part.of the apprentices ‘to leave the crop on the
ground uncut, I this moment received a letter from the overseer of the largest estate in the
district, to say that the people on Golden Grove were getting on very well ; that crop would
be finished in ‘a fortnight, and that at that time they would have made 550 hogsheads of
sugar, as much, if not more, than they made last year, or in fact any other year. I have
always found the disposition of the apprentices, generally speaking, very good. I never
gave them an order to work in their own time, (for perhaps some neglect,) but they obeyed

moststrictly, and the overseer generally tells me that on those days I have ordered them to
work, they have always worked best. ;
As to the treatment they receive on all the estates in this district, I think it is very good;

they get for giving up their four hours and a half a week, and for keeping the mil! about
Sow. all the-usual allowances granted in the slave time,which far exceeds

what the vestry orders annually to-be given. I must say of the three characters, master,
attorney and overseer, that from the two former the apprentices generally receive many
kindnesses:; but in most instances the overseers appear to wish to put them in the cells for

perhaps the most trifling circumstance, and nothing they appreciate so much in a special
magistrate as that of bemg fond of giving severe floggings. I have heard them talk a great

deal about the loss the estate sustained by a man being a quarter of a day away from his
work; but if they could put the same man in the cell for 24 hours, they wouldnever make
a complaint of the loss the estate sustained by his being there. I do not think I can give

yourLordship a better proof that complaints on both the master and apprentice’s side have
decreased very considerably, than by referring youto my last three weeks’ report, and also

that when I took charge of this district the daily number of requisitions was fromby stating,
six to eight; now I do not get so many in a fortnight. e number of peoplewhoom

ere
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here on a Saturday was generally from 40 to 60, with complaints against their employers;
now I seldom have more than four orfive. . I must say it gives me a great deal ofpleasure
to see how quiet and well everything is going on, and to hear persons own it to be so who
are not at all inclined to allow that the new system could possibly succeed, or that the ap-
prentices could ever be made to do anything but as they liked themselves.

¥ have, &c.
(signed) § Henry Blake, Special Justice,

 

(No. 36.)

My Lord, Unity, Rocky Point and Port Morant District, June 1835.
I nave the honour, in obedience to your Lordship’s letter of the 17th instant, to make

the accompanying report of the state of mydistrict ; should it not be so full as I could wish
or your Excellency expect, I must beg that kind consideration that has ever been evinced to
a person placed in my situation, having been little more than three months in charge of this
district as special justice. I have endeavoured, from close observation, to come to a just
conclusion as regards the relative situation of master and apprentice.
The apprentice is perfectly conversant and tenacious of his rights and privileges, which he

will not allow in the slightest degree to be infringed, although he is not so mindful ofhis mas-
ter’s rights, having, from long habits, considered himself entitled to a share of his employer’s
property. Generally speaking, I regret to say I do not think the apprentices of either sex work
a corfully ; what they do is done as a task, to avoid punishment, rather than as labour due
to the master. If they turn outregularly at the stated hours, to make up for that act of obe-
dience, they will not do more in the field than what will just answer their own purpose; yet,
when task-work is.given them, they generally finish so as to gain a couple of days in a week,
in addition tothosethey are entitled to. Complaints are certainly less frequent than when
I first entered upon my duties: the negro will try to the utmost a new magistrate or an in-
experienced overseer, and when he finds his efforts fail, he becomes tractable and obedient.
They are apeaceable quiet race; you seldom hear of a robbery that may be termed such.
They are more attached to places than to persons, and I think this is the stronghold the
planter will have at the expiration of the apprenticeship. The overseer’s situation is an
arduous and an anxious-one. Some, from the falling off of produce, are fearful that their
employer should be dissatisfied; this, perhaps, makes them expect more from the labour of
the apprentice than they ought in reason to do. The tie that should bind master and servant
seems in a degree lost, and both look more to the special justice than to each other. I have
invariably found the master or overseer kind to his dependants, giving them all the allow-.
ances that they formerly enjoyed; to the infant free children protection, medical attendance,
and such comforts as their mothers-might require. I do think, from the limited observation
that I have been able to make, that the planters in this part of the country, so far from
throwing any obstacle in the way of the Abolition Act, aid it in every way in their power.
This. part of the country is differently situated to most others: the negroes are rich, have
large possessions in grounds, and the workpeople thatIemploy to put my house in order
ride on their horses.to do. my work; consequently , extra. labour is not such an object to
them, their grounds being more valuable to them._I state this to your Lordship as a reason
why some.do not so readily work extra time for hire. I trust your Excellency will excuse
any matter that I may have introduced into this report as not being exactly confined to the
information required, but, not having been long enough on this station to give a report of
this nature, and aware that your Lordship’s aim has been to gain any and every information
that may be of advantage to this Island, I have presumed to state all that I could acquire
from observation or information.

 

I have, &c.
To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Thomas J. Baines,

&e. Ke. Ke. Special Justice.

(No. 37.)

My Lord, Buff Bay, St. George’s, Jamaica, 27 June 1835.
I save much satisfaction in stating, in reply to your Lordship’s circular of 17thinstant,

that the conduct of the apprentices in my district has continued to improve since I had the
honour of sending a report to your Lordship on the 24th March last.
There has been only one case approaching to insubordination since that time; of course,

out of so large a population, many persons are daily-brought before me charged with neglect
of duty, idleness, insolence, &c.; but the general conduct of the apprentices isdecidedly:

rgood: they appear to be satisfied, and wo cheerfully. On almost every estate in my dis-
tnct they work readily in their own time for a remuneration, and the managers in general
seem to feel that conciliation is the best mode of getting them to work well.
Ihave always pointed out to the managers of properties the advantage of this course, and

it is most pleasing to me to be able to state that complaints against them are extremely rare.
Complaints against apprentices have decreased to a certain point, below which it is not

probable that they will fall, as every fault, of however trifling a nature, must be brought
pore the special justice, the law permitting no one but himself to punish anapprentice.

. But
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But your Lordship has no doubt observed, from my weekly reports, that the offences
brought under my observation are of a trifling nature, and that the extent of punishment has
very much decreased. Both apprentices and managers seem to be satisfied; and for my
own part, I am convinced that the crop of next year will prove, in my district, the advantage

of the present state of things. It is but a short time since two gentlemen managing large

estates (Low Layton and Shrewsbury) said in my presence, in speaking of the good conduct
of their apprentices, and the ease with which they were managed, “ that they wished that

the present system was to be a lasting one.”

 

; ; T have, &c,

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Wm. Hewitt, Special Justice.
&e. Ke. &e.

(No. 38.)

My Lord, Chester Vale, Port Royal Mountain, 1 July 1835.

In compliance with your Excellency’s commands, conveyed in Mr. Secretary Nunes’s letter

of the 17th instant, to state the disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro population

and the treatment they receive from their masters and managers, and whether complaints

have increased or decreased since I assumed my duties, I beg then most respectfully to

inform your Excellency, that the negroes in general throughout this district seem well dis-

posed, and I think perform their labour willingly 5 that, with some few exceptions, the

masters or overseers appear to treat them with kindness; and the women give much more

trouble than the male apprentices, from an unwillingness to go to the field at shell-blow:;

but that, on the whole, I do not think complaints have increased since I arrived in these

 

mountains.
I have, &c.

His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) § H. Kent, Special Justice.
&e. &e. Ke.

(No. 39.)

My Lord, Torrington Castle, 30 June 1835.

I uAveE the honour to inclose herewith my weekly report; and in reply to your Excel-

lency’s letter of the 22d instant, I beg leave to state, that on every occasion that the appren-

tices of my district have been asked to labour in their own time, they came forward cheerfully;

and at present many are employed in pruning trees upon the plantations of Kingston and

Mount Olivit, and many are employed in their own time in building walls.

 

I have, &c.

To his Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) J. Reynolds, S. M.

My Lord, Torrington Castile, 30 June 1835.

In obedience to the instructions contained in a letter, dated King’s House, 17th instant,

I have the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that the apprentices upon the large planta-

tions in my district are conducting themselves exceedingly well, but they are in manyplaces

unkindly treated by masters and overseers; and whenI first took upon myself the duties of

SantaCruz these persons imagined that one word in the shape of complaint was sufficient to

produce severe punishment, but now that these persons are acquainted with the views that

have taken in such cases, they have nearly laid aside idle and silly complaints.

It is also right for me to acquaint your Excellency, that in the Savanna there are many

small settlers, people of colour, who treat their apprentices with severity; but I have no

hesitation in stating to your Excellency, that the negroes of this district show every disposi-

tion to establish a character, becoming industrious and well-behaved people.

 

To his Excellency the Marquisof S 1) J. Reynolds,8. M
‘o his Excellency the Marquisof Sligo, (signed) . -M.

he. Se. ko. ” = “

(No. 40.)

Warwick, Carpenter’s Mountain District,

My Lord, Parish of Manchester, 1 July 1835..

Pr In obedience to the orders of your Excellency, I beg to subjoin the following report of this

istrict:
The negro apprentices of this district are orderly and generally well disposed. Labour

goes on regularly, with comparatively little necessity for coercion. :

Crime is extremely limited, the worst feature thereof being the occasional plunderingof

provision grounds; this I am using the strongest measure the law affords to put a stop to.

The apprentices are everywhere humanely treated by their masters or managers. Ample

land is given for the cultivation of provisions; they have their hogs and poultry, and many

keep their horses. Their appearance on Sundays is superior to that of European peasantryKt
gener <
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general, Beggary or want are strangers to the land. Complaints of apprentices against
their masters or employers are rare; where they do occur, it generally happens that the
ap rentice, on investigation, has been the aggressor,

Thave every reason to think that the apprentices labour as well as when they were slaves.
Some planters complain they cannot keep the same quantity of land under cultivation ; but
this must be understood with reference to the time formerly allotted to labour, compared with
that now given. ;

Wherever the negroes work for hire theyseem to work harder than at their ordinary
labour; I see no disinclination to work for hire. Some planters complain latterly that the
negroes neglect their own grounds im order to hire themselves out. As they have time enough
for both purposes, I attribute such neglect, where it does occur, to idleness, and perhaps in
some measure to the dry season.

The future must of course be problematical; but the present system, where the law is
judiciously administered, I considerequally advantageous to both master and apprentice ;
nor do 1 see reasonable cause to anticipate a decrease of the staples of the Island.

In fine, I believe the peasantry of this Island to be better off, and more happy, than any
other in the world, and am certain, on their transition to absolute freedom, they will encounter
many difticulties they have hitherto never had an idea of. .

 

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) ” “Arthur Welch, Special Magistrate.

&e. &e. &e.

(No. 41.)

My Lord, Savanna-la-Mar, 29 June 1835.
I nave the honour to acquaint your Excellency with respect to the negro population in

my district, and the treatment they receive from their masters, managers and overseers, as I
hear no complaint to the contrary, I should certainly consider satisfactory, and complaints on
both sides evidently decreased rather than increased.
The general demeanour of the apprenticesis decidedly marked as being respectful, and

with few exceptions doing as much work, and in, some instances more by nearly one-fourth,
than this time last year.

 

T have, &e.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Thomas M. Oliver,

&e. &e &e. Special Justice,

(No. 42.)

My Lord, Lyndons, Westmorland, 29 June 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the 17th instant, and

in reply thereto beg leave to observe, the apprentices in this district appear generally satis-
fied ; a good feeling appears to exist between the masters, managers and apprentices, who
are, I am assured by many of the most respectable gentlemen, conducting themselves with
propriety. The treatmentI have observed the apprentice to receive from his master is gene-
rally humane and kind, andI attribute the good conduct of the apprentices to the manage-
ment of those in authority over them. .

Those properties onwhich the managers have assisted the working of the system are doing
well, and promise fair crops the ensuing season; but on those estates on which acontrary
feeling has existed have suffered in short crops this year, and will fall short next crop.
am glad to be able to observe there are but one or two estates in my district that are con-
ducted in the last-mentioned way, and I flatter myself (with the assistance of one or two
respectable gentlemen,) I have overcome the difficulty by making the managers sensible of
their error, and thereby remedying the evil.

 

I have, &c.
To His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) B. Edwards,

&e. &e. &e. Special Magistrate,

(No. 43.)

My Lord, Houghton Grove, Hanover, 3 June 1835.
ITH reference to your Lordship’s circular of the 17th inst., I have the honour to report

to your Excellency that the apprentices in this district are now conducting themselves tole-
rably well, much. better than they have hitherto done; and I have reason to hope that the
field labour will be carried on satisfactorily since the taking off the crop has ceased.
Upon the whole, I have much pleasure in being enabled to state to your Excellency, thatcomplaints of masters against their apprentices are evidently on the decline, and complaints

of apprentices against their masters are very rarely preferred.
Je attorneys and managers in this district are desirous of giving every facility towards

cultivating a good and proper understanding with their apprentices, and have not generally
withheld those allowances which, before the assing of the Abolition Law, were granted (towomen with children more particularly) as a favour, not as a matter of right.
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Whenever it has happened in individual cases that those indulgencies have been withheld
for misconduct, I will do their masters the justice to say, that they have at all times paid
attention to my suggestions. oo,

In conclusion, I have reason to hope that the apprentices in this district are now bécomin
more industrious, as I can perceive a more cheerful disposition on their parts to obey the
orders of their masters.

 

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Simson Farrar,

&e. &e. Ke. Special Magistrate.

(No. 44.)

My Lord, Montego Bay, 30 June 1835,
I nave the honour of transmitting for your Excellency’s consideration the following docu.

ments; viz., report for last week, the monthly report of estates visited, and the report
required by the circular letter of the 17th instant.

n the course of last week other four estates within my district have finished crop. Paisley
on the 24th, making 111 hogsheads, being five more than last year. Craw! finished on the
25th, making 84 hogsheads, being two less than last year. Hartfield finished on the same
day, making 93 hogsheads, being 11 less than last year; and Glasgow finished on the 26th,
making 168 hogsheads, being 28 hogsheads more than last ot

have, &c.
His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) — Walter Finlayson,

&e. Ke. &e. Special Justice.

St. James’s, 30 June 1835.
In obedience to the circular letter of the 17th inst. the following -report, applicable to

the north eastern district of the parish of St. James, is humbly offered.
There are 24 sugar estates in the district allotted to the reporter, each of which he h

visited at least eight times since he assumed his duties on the 30th of April last. ’
The parish of St. James has been always regarded as one of the most disturbed and dis-

contented in the Island.
Immediately after the 1st of August, the apprentices upon many of the estates have been

described as inattentive to their work, and disobedient to the orders given to them. But a
very favourable change has since taken place, and upon the greater part of the estates the
‘apprentices are now working to the satisfaction of their managers. Offences are no doubt
committed by individuals, which must occur in all communities, though even these are
becoming less frequent, in consequence of their being followed by immediate punishment;
and the reporter has the satisfaction of stating that in the course of his weekly visitstothe
estates within his district, he now finds that upon nearly two-thirds of them no complaints
whatever are brought forward. In order to show that complaints are decreasing, it is
merely necessary to mention that in the month of May last there were 71 complaints, while
in June there were only 58 complaints.
The reporter has no hesitation in stating that in general the apprentices in his district are

industrious and well-behaved. .
On the other hand, making allowances for differences of character and temper, he is of

opinion that the apprentices are well treated by their masters and overseers. Complaints
have sometimes been made (though this has happened very seldom) by the apprentices
against their employers; but these have been generally of a trivial description, and were at
ence obviated upon explanation; and the reporter has not had occasion, since he came to
the parish, to imposea single fine upon any overseer for injustice or improper treatment to
those under his care.
As being somewhat connected with the industry and good behaviour of the apprentices

within his district, the reporter begs leave to mention that seven estates have finished -crop,
and upon these there has been an increase of 49hogsheads as comparedwith the return of
ast year.

(signed) § Walter Finlayson, Special Justice.

 

(No. 465.)

My Lord, New Ramble, St: Mary’s, 30 June 1833.
I wave the honour to forward my report for the past week, and my monthly return of

properties, and dates when visited. The weather is now very favourable, and the varions
sugar mills occupied in taking off the crops, hurrying to get as much produce as possible to
load the ships before the 1st August. The apprentices conduct themselves in an -orderly
and industrious manner, and give satisfaction generally to their managers in this quarter.
Your Lordship will observe in my report, that fvisited on the 29th, five estates; not a com-
plaint made by the managers. On Oxford, Brimmer Hall, Tryall and Trinity, theold
allowances are given. The apprentices do not quarrel-about an extra hour’s labour; wages
besides are given, and the managers have no-occasion to trouble the magistrate. The four

estates,
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estates, called Bayley’s, Tryall, Trinity, Brimmer Hall, Roslin, are in the best order, under
the superintendence of Mr. Charles Stewart of Tryall; and I learn from him, that he
expects the apprentices next year will do much better than they are doing this year.
I have not had occasion to inflict corporeal punishment on One man on these estates. The
apprentices have every other Friday, when the mill isnotabout, which they prefer to the
eight hour system. observe, that where the manager is disposed to meet the wishes of
the apprentices in this manner, they in return do anything to please him. I am happy to
say,rte labourers in thisqnarter evince the best disposition to work for wages, where the
can trust the manager. is does not rest on my assertion alone, but can fully proved
by the managersthemselves. ; ;
Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofcircular, No. 8,523. I never send an

ap rentice from an estate to the penalgang,unless useless on the estate, but sentence them
to ard labour on the property. My district is not So extensive as to prevent my knowin
how such sentences are catried into effect. Visiting every property once in the wee
enables me to see that no cruelty takes placeas regards confinement, or not feeding the
apprentices, and that they are not kept so continuously at work as to prevent the cultivation
of theirgrounds. The time lost from corporeal punishment has not been demanded from
any one in this quarter, as far as I know; for I take care that the punishment shall not la
them up, as I am aware, that if an apprentice receives 39 lashes at Port Maria, his back is
very much injured. I consider 20 or 25 stripes quite sufficient to induce future good
conduct, unless in very gross cases.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of circular, No. 3,449, and beg to state to
your Lordship, that in case of sentence to corporeal punishment, and there is no instrument
on the property, I send the delinquent to the superintendent of the house of correction at
Port Maria, to receive the punishment. He has aman called a boatswain, following the
penal gang, anda triangle is placed in the market-place, where the punishment is inflicted,
and operates as an example, by the boatswain. If the sub-inspector of police can be had
to attend these punishments,| will always do so, in obedience to your Lordship’s orders.
I gave orders to the superintendent not to inflict the sentence, if he had reason to believe
the man was unable to bear it, or to receive all the stripes in the sentence.

Mr. Lambert attended at Port Maria, with Mr. Thomas, the Saturday I was absent from
my district. I went to Montrose on Thursday last, to see Mr. Lambert, and give him every
information in my power. { expect him over here to visit with me for a ay; but from
what I could observe, he has acquired a good knowledge of the law by attending at Ki
ton. He appears to be aware how different the practice in the country is, from that in the

 

towns.

I have, &e.
(signed) Wm. Marlton, Special Justice.

My Lord, New Ramble, St. Mary’s, 30 June 1835.
I nave the honour to represent to your Lordship, that the district under my charge is in anorderly and quiet state. Having been here six months, I am enabled to state, that a decidedimprovement has taken place in the conduct of the apprentices, which I attribute solely totheir better acquaintance with the Abolition Law; and I am fully satisfied, that a fairadherence to that law, on the part of the managers, is alone wanting to secure the successof the new system. Complaints have decidedly decreased on both sides, and there is thebest disposition on the part of the labourers to ispose of their own time, eo that the estatesmay not suffer from the diminished hours of labour. Managers aresotied down, that theyhave it not in their power generally to exert themselves to make free labourers of thenegroes. An opinion generally prevails, that at the expiration of the apprenticeship thepopulation will no longer labour at sugar making. On no one estate in my district is theAbolition Law strictly in force, but generally a medley of the old and new system. Theonlycontrol in the hands of managers over the apprentices, is “salt,” so termed; where it1s given freely the negroes work freely, and are not particular about an hour. The wantofuniformity in the regulation of the hours of labour is much felt; but there is now moreconfidence, on the part of the labourers, in their managers, than some months since.T have not had any Sistculty during crop with the apprentices connected with keeping themillabout for 18 hours; no refusal to do anything in their power to take off the crop fora fair remuneration. I consider the disposition ef the apprentices very good; for if theychose to abide by the law strictly, they would have it intheir power to annoy the managers

much, and spoil much sugar. ere is, in my opinion, a much better feeling, on the part ofthe apprentices, than on that of very many managers. The dislike of the Abolition Law, onthe part ofthe latter, has not yet subsided ; and on any little misunderstanding, they talk of
killing the negroes’ hogs, and sending their horses to the pound, conceiving by such meansto force the apprentices into their views, in place of reasoning and showing the advantage oflabour for money. In conclusion, my Lord, it is my conviction, and is fully shown in myAbout that prudence and good management alone are wanting to ensure the success of theion Law.W.

. I have, &c.To His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Wm. Marlton,
&e. &e.  &e. Special Justice.
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(No, 46.)

My Lord, St, Andrew’s, 30 June 1835.
In reply to Mr. Nune’s circular, dated 17th June, I have to remark, that in my district,

including 20 coffee plantations, and some small pens and other properties, tranquillity and,
I think, prosperity, prevail. With few exceptions, the masters are attentive and humane

persons, respectful to the magistrate, and obliging to the apprentices. The latter are civil,

and considering their condition and the entire neglect of their education, intelligent and

industrious; far more so, I think, than could have been expected.
There are three or four exceptions to this remark. In one case, the overseer has been jl]

for months past: the head driver is a spiteful person, bad character; and the bookkeeper

a very rough, unruly and troublesome person. In another, there have been great complaints

in consequence of the removal of the people from their provision grounds, the cause of which

has now been removed; and in a third, the proprietor keeps neither overseer nor book-

Keeper, and he, living at a great distance, is occupied too much with his business as vestry
clerk to be able to attend to the people.
Where there are good overseers, respectable constables, and accurate, good-tempered

bookkeepers, everything seems to me to be going on quietly and prosperously; and I think
this will be increasingly the case. .

Patience, good-temper and good example seem to me to he alone wanting to render the
new system more profitable and more lastingly secure than the old one.

Schools for the free children, and indeed for all, are very much wanted.
I have, &c.

(signed) HI, Bourne.

P. S.—My report will show that complaints on both sides are very few, less, I should
think, than amongst the same number of persons in the mother country.

 

(No. 47.)

My Lord, St. Ann’s, 30 June 1835,
I nave the honour of reporting to your Excellency, that the most perfect order and tran-

quillity prevail in every part of this extensive district, and that a very marked improvement
has been apparent for some time past in the quantity of labour performed by the appren-

tices. Several respectable proprietors and managers admit that, making allowance for the
difference of time under the old and new systems, as much labour is now performed as
formerly. The people are extremely civil in their deportment, and appear to labour with

infinitely greater cheerfulness and satisfaction than they formerly did. They also appear
sensible of the many advantages they now enjoy, and pay much more attention to the cul-
tivation of their grounds than was the case at the commencement of the apprenticeship.

I have also the satifaction of stating to your Excellency, that on several properties, where
‘insubordination manifested itself during the month of August, and when I was under the
disagreeable necessity of making some severe examples, the people are behaving with the

greatest propriety, and in almost every case, to the entire satisfaction of the respective pro-
prietors and managers. [ may instance particularly Crescent Park and Belmont, where the
managers are now perfectly satisfied with the conduct of the people and the amount of
abour.-
I had lately the gratification of admitting as a constable at Murphy Hill, the very first

person I was under the necessity of punishing for insubordination and active resistance to
the law. He was admitted at his own urgent request, and with the approbation of his
master, who states, that he has shown the utmost contrition for his conduct, and that his

behavour in every respect now merits his entire approval.
It is extremely gratifying to have it im my power to assure your Excellency, that com-

plaints are daily becoming less frequent, both on the part of the manager an the appren-

tice, and that both parties seem now disposed to yield a willing obedience to the law.

 

T have, &c.

To His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) Henry Laidlaw.

&e. &e. &e.

(No. 48.)

My Lord, Old Harbour Market, 1 July 1835.

I nave nothing in particular to state relative to my district during the past week. The

crop is fast drawing to a close, and will, I hope, present a gratifying return. The successof

the Whim estatehas been remarkable. This property made last year 140 hhds. and 60

puncheons, but has this year completed no less than 240 hhds. and 110 puncheons; and all

this with a verytrifling quantity of extra Jabour. Your Excellency’s estate of Kelley’s,

regard being had to the comparative number of negroes, seems to have done still more than

the Whim; and I am happy to add, that on neither property has there been a single
comporal punishment since | have been a special magistrate in St. Dorothy.

‘have the honour to transmit with this the report ordered by the circular of the 17th

June, from the King’s House; and I shall lose no time in making the inquiry your Excel-

lency has directed respecting the properties where wages have beenaccepted or refused.

: I have, &c.
Alex. N. Macleod, Special Magistrate.

Tue
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. St. Dorothy.
Tue disposition, industry and behaviour of the negro apprentices at present, are clearly

shown in two important facts.
The first is, that since the commencement of the apprenticeship, the negroes have

invariably performed more work in a given time than they were in the habit of performing
in the same space of time previously to the Ist of August. I have not met with a single

individual in my district to contradict this asseveration; and in truth,all contradiction would

be rendered ridiculous by a reference to the crops in the district for 1834 and 1835. The -

latter will be very nearly equal to the former, and will have been secured as early, although

the length of time prescribed for labour in the apprenticeship, during the season of crop, is

not equal to one-half the time that used to be employed in the crops during the period of

slavery. In order to obviate all doubt, it may be right to mention, that the crop of 1834,

although not very abundant, yielded a fair average quantity of sugar.

The second fact is, that the number of negroes, who since the 1st of August have been

absent from their masters’ properties as runaways, hardly exceeds one-sixth of the number

that used to absent themselves in the time of slavery. ;
The treatment experienced by negro apprentices from their masters appears to be as good

as it is reasonable to expect, and cannot be otherwise as long as the special magistrates do
their duty. The present laws, if properly administered by these functionaries, are quite

sufficient to render any continued course of oppression upon the negro absolutely impos-
sible.

The complaints by negroes against their masters are far less frequent than they used to
be at the commencement of the apprenticeship. I cannot say that the complaints of
managers against apprentices show an equal diminution in the same period, but they are
decidedly of a less serious character. A combined spirit of insubordination upon a property
has now become a very rare occurrence.
Upon the whole, I believe the reciprocal feeling between master and apprentice to be as

good as can reasonably have been expected, and infinitely better than was anticipated by
the most sanguine a short time before the 1st of August. The general indisposition of the
negroes to work extra time for wages proceeds from no sort of ill feeling towards their em-
ployers, but from an impression that they can make more by the cultivation of their grounds
than the wages which have hitherto been offered. The information I have gathered per-
suades me, that as soon as the compensation money is paid, the masters will be able to offer
such wages as will procure the employment of a very great quantity of extra labour. This
has become essential to Jamaica proprietors ; and it is my own humble opinion, that nothing
is wanting to secure the prosperity of the Island, taking the whole of the period of the
apprenticeship, except the speedy payment of thecompensation.

j have, &e.
(signed) § Alex. N. Macleod, Special Magistrate.

 

(No. 49.)

- My Lord, Whitehall, St. Elizabeth’s, 30 June 1835.
In supplying a brief report of the state of things in this district, I am enabled to assure

your Excellency, that amidst some things to discourage there are many indications of real
improvement. Complaints, though still sufficiently numerous, have decreased on both sides.
For the sake of method, I will place the observations I may have occasion to make undera
few separate heads: and first, of the apprentice—incivility and insolence to those in
authority on the property were amongst the most frequent complaints against them at the com-
tenement of the change; women and young people, being peculiarly the aggressors, loose
themselves from some of their former restraints, they set their unruly tongues also at liberty.
This, though naturally enough to be expected, was by no means to be allowed. By resisting
the offence in every instance, after the proper means for this purpose were provided, with
moderate but certain punishment, and causing my determination to do so to be generally
known, the evil has in a great degree been overcome. The cases of this kind brought before
me at present seldom exceed two or three in a month: This I consider to be a great point
gained; for the violent jabber of one often excited the rest, and beginning in insolence, it
always led to more or less of perverse and wayward indolence, and often ended in positive
insubordination. The old system never witnessed anything like the orderly behaviour which
prevails among the negroes in this first year of the apprenticeship; I speak confidently as to
this district, and from the best information.
Next to the complaint of insolence, and to which, as I have hinted, it often led, was that

of open and audacious disobedience. This erime, however, I have the satisfaction to state,
18 now as rare, either in individuals or gangs, as it was at one time unhappily common,
Better advance and the steady application of the law have corrected it
Under another very important head, loss of time by late turing out and other means, I

am unable to report quite so favourably; but my diary will show that complaints of this
description are gradua ly diminishing, under that salutary clause of the lawwhich, for the
wilful loss of estates’ time, imposes the forfeiture of an extra portion of their own.
A few weeks ago charges for pilfering were so numerous, that I felt almost compelled to

conclude that dishonesty had increased; but I am essured by very competent authority that
it 18 otherwise, that it is the discovery of the crime that is now more common, and not its
Perpetration; the crime itself could not have increased, for under the old system it was
meeasal, the quantity of it was in proportion to the opportunity, and had no other rule. r
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To obtain the best evidenceI could on so material a point, I have taken occasion to ask
the senior constable of the parish, an active-minded observing man, whose duty leads him
into every corner, and among every class of the population, whether, in his opinion, there
was more or less produce stolen by the negroes than before the first of August? He replied,
“ Certainly much less, for that the free poor people were now generallycomplaining that
they ould not get sugar, coffee, &c., as heretofore, but were obliged to go to the stores for
them, and that such he himself knew to be the fact.” I have since assured myself by other
inquiries that this contraband traffic is notoriously reduced. I by no means intend to assert
that dishonesty does not still prevail to a lamentable extent, but that, so far from havi
increased, as some affirm, the ch: of system has placed a degree of restraint upon the
conduct of the apprentice, even in this respect, which did not before exist.

No charge perhaps has been of late more frequently urged in a loose and general way
against the apprentices than neglect of their provision grounds. It is one which, if true,
must be so serious in its consequences, that whenever I hear suchremarks made, I always
say, “ Bring a specific charge ;I will if necessary go myself to the ground with practical and
impartial persons; only satisfy me of the fact, and the law, whi provides so clearly and
sufficiently for the evil, shall take effect.” No such specific charge has, however, yet been
brought forward ; the neglect, therefore, has evidently not been ascertained, but is only
suspected. Some of the more worthless never worked grounds, and there are such still.
That provisions have been unusuallyscarce is unquestionable; but the respectable head
people, to whom I have made a particular appeal on the subject, assure me that it does
occasionally occur at this time of the year, but will be very temporary, as there is an abun-
dance coming forward ; that it is the interval just between the exhaustion of the old and the
ripening of the new provisions and of the corn, which are late this season on account of the
long period of dry weather. .

I believe this to be the whole truth of the case. It is a circumstance which can scarcely
escape one’s notice, that the scarcity has not been confined to the negro, but has been
equally felt by all other classes, and from the same cause; to them, however, it is a mis-
fortune for which the season may be fairly blamed, but not so to the negro to have nothing
is misfortune, everything is his fault.
With rd to the t point of all, the proportion of labour performed during the legal

hours, Im induced to speak with.somewLat less confidence, because opinionshere,
assertions at least, are to the best degree conflicting. As regards some estates, I have from
the managers themselves the most satisfactory assurances on the subject, whilst others
constantly and loudly complain of insufficient work. Wherever a charge of this nature has
been distinctly brought forward and the proof adduced, I have always awarded compensation
out of the negro’s own time; and where a body of people were delinquents, in order to
secure its performance and for the greater effect, have directed that the penal labour should
be performed under the awe of a small detachment of police.

he application of these means has generally prevented a second complaint, always,I
think, a third.
That a diminution of labour does not universally exist, even in the proportion of the

diminished time of labour, is proved by the fact, that where it is performed by the task, as
in peeling ginger, for instance, such daily task is the same as under the old system, and is
pretty generally accomplished. [I trust that by degrees it will be found possible to apply
the task system to nearly all other kinds of labour. It would effectually secure an increase
in quantity, and, if the task were reasonable, a more contented and cheerful performance of
the labour itself.

It is an interesting circumstance in the present condition of things, as applied to sugar
estates, that in this neighbourhood the plough is now taking place of the barbarous, -
unsightly hoe-gang, and with complete success. It is found, too, that even negroes can
guide and managé it, that they can see straightenough, which till of late seems to have been
generally disbelieved.
The introduction of the plough will be an immense economy of labour, and it is doubtless

but one ofmany of which thedrudgery of the old system abundantly admits.
But I cannot conclude my remarks upon the negroes without noticing the effect which

the apprentice system has already had on their civilization. Having now spent more than a
ear in daily intercourse with the class and in parts of the Island where they had previously
n least neglected, it must be owing either to prejudice or dulness if E am an incompetent

judge. In speaking of improvement of this nature, I must be understood to limit it to mere
matters of civilization and discipline, as regards most of them. Here and there is to be
discerned, I think, the obscure Deginnings ofa sense of moral obligation and of religion;
but in general they are still without principle. It is, however, to the intercourse, the know-
ledge, and the restraints derived from public worship and the ministers of religion that their
civilization must be chiefly traced. I seldom see an instance now of the wild and unreason-
able behaviour so common about the time of the change. They always behave with com-
parative mildness and self-restraint in my presence; they listen calmly to anything addressed
to them ; and, as one of the more sensible overseers said to me the other day, “ Sir, I declare
they understand me better.” To be sure they do; and it is equally clear that they can
make themselves better understood, I have scarcely a doubt that they have learnt more
English during the last year than in the 10 preceding. Multitudes are preparing to marry,
and in by far the greater number of instances they unite themselves with the proper persons,
the mothers of their children. The woman feels elevated when she is a wife, and the man
has more respect for himself from having done what was right. It removes a bar to their

attendance
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attendance on Divine worship, and it will tend to fix them on the property to which they are
now attached when free. ; .
These are a few of the good signs. Nothing can be more peaceable and free from tur-

bulence; no community can be living in more perfect security than the white population of
this part of the Island, an immense boon, I should think. Generally, I may add, the
negroes are becoming to understand their exact position, and on the whole to be not dis-
satisfied with it. It wasotherwise to some extent at first. The actual change did not by
any means realize the expectations they had been led to form of it; they now, however,
see that in their approach to freedom, if there is much to be gained, there is something like-
wise to be surrendered.
Too much must not be immediately expected from them as the consequence of the

change, their radical improvement will be a work of slow degrees; it will require a gene-
ration or two, with all appliances and means to boot, to wear away the debasing effects of
‘slavery from the negro mind: it was a deeply-demoralizing system. The Creole negro, it
is very evident, made a much worse slave, and in some respects a worse man, than the native
African; he is neither so industrious, so docile, nor so honest. Cunning and duplicity
appear to be wrought into the very nature of those born and trained in slavery; they wear
their defensive weapons against unjust power. Old Guinea negroes, on the other hand,
have always been pointed out to me as among the most inoffensive and trustworthy. Slavery
has, therefore, been capable of ingrafting vices upon barbarism itself.

_ _ How deeply is it to be regretted, that a valuable year of the apprenticeship period should
have passed away without any attempt to improve the race by the long-talked of system
of education. o,
With respect to masters and managers, I see little in their ostensible behaviour that

can be objected to: I fear, however, their benevolent feelings towards the negro are not on
the increase. Some of them indeed seem to dislike him the more, now he is escaping from
their power; they reproach the apprentice for retaining many of the habits andprmeiples of
slavery, whilst they find it impossible to divest themselves of the feelings and prejudices
which slavery has unfortunately fixed on their own minds. We must, however, give them
time to change as well as the negro; meanwhile, it would be well if some of them were not
negro managers; for the feeling of the old system unfits them, in a great degree, for
administering the new.
There is nothing impracticable in the apprentice system of labour, would all parties bend

their efforts to make the most and best of it; it would not only work, but work well.
Where it is failing to do so, the fault generally is neither in the negro, the law, nor the
magistrate, but in the manager. A bad overseer is now often allowed to Plead the new
system in exercise for his want of success; whereas want of success, it is well known, what-
ever were the cause, was before crime enough to procure his dismission. Active, intelligent,
persevering young men, unpractised in the bluster and growl of the old Busha system, who
maintain a firm and uniform, but civil bearing towards the negroes; who treat them like
fellow beings, and are quite aware that the most likely way to make a man a brute is to
call him one and treat him like one; these are the kind of persons who will be found com-
petent to grapple with the difficulties of the new system and overcoming them all, to work
it successfully.

I have, &e.

(signed) =J. Daughetrey.

 

(No. 50.)

My Lord, St. Jago de la Vega, St. Cutherine’s, 2 July 1835.
I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Nune’s circular of the

17th June, and in obedience to the order therein contained,I beg to report, for your Excel-
lency’s information, that the apprentices in this parish, which is under my immediate charge,
have conducted themselves satisfactorily, with very few exceptions, during the presentCrop.
There are five sugar estates in this parish, besides plantations, pens, and the town of

St. Jago de la Vega, making, as far as I can ascertain, a population of 7,000 apprentices.
I have regularly attended the properties and the peace office,according to law, during thelast month, im consequence of the death of Mr.Srecial Justice Clench, my associate, and
the alarming indisposition of Mr. Special Justice Moresby, who succeeded him; and from.
the ist of June to this date, there have been but 31 complaints preferred before me.

These, for the most part, have consisted of complaints ofmasters against their apprentices,wh@they have permitted to hire themselvesout,for the non-payment of wages.
_ Of the complaints preferred by proprietors and overseers, two only have been ofso serious@ nature as to warrant corporeal punishment, and one, three months in the house of correc-tion. The others have been preferred for the purpose of having the apprentices reprimandedfor neglect of duty, and ordered to repay lost time.

n Some propertics hardly any complaints have been made since the Ist of August.Iam therefore ecidedly of opinion, that complaints have decreased, that the apprenticesare better treated, and more contented than they were; and I have seen no reason to change
Ss opiaton from the observations made during my late official tours through several of the
278. districts,
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districts, and from the weekly reports sent me by the sub-inspectors of police throughout
the Island.

 

I have, &e.
To His Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) William Ramsay,

&e. &e. Ke. Inspector-general and Special Justice.

(No. 51.)

My Lord, Falmouth, 29 June 1835,
I Have the honour to state, in answer to your. Excellency’s circular of last post, relative

to the particular state of this district, it is my opinion the negro population isgradually
improving both in morals, and, I should say, in habits of industry; particularly if I am to draw
the inference from the time now, and previous to the Ist of August, at the commencement of
my duties; and that complaints are on the decrease, both on the part of the managers and
the people, is obvious from my reports; and it appears to me, there is a better understand+
ing between both parties, It cannot be expected that so much labour is performed during
the time specified by law, as when that time was unlimited; but I am of opinion, taking the
number of hours, it is quite in proportion. I am decidedly of opinion, and am borne out
in the same bypractical men, that the cultivation of the sugar-cane can never be carried on
by. white labourers; and if that staple commodity is to be continued, it must be done by the
black population. White labourers may do on pens or coffee plantations; and not even
there, if we are to get no better characters than such as have arrived, who turn out drunk
ards, and set the apprentices a very bad example. ;

I feel convinced your Excellency is anxiousfor.the well-being of the children declared
free by law. If there were schools in the interior, it would be much to their advantage in
bringing them up to habits of industry. If something in that way is not done in time,they
will become an indolent race; but there may be some difficulty in procuring land for so
desirable a purpose. It has been suggested to me, that schools combining instruction with
agricultural pursuits, would be preferable to schools for instruction only ; half the day given
to instruction and half to agricultural labour.

; I have, &ec.
To His. Excellency the Marquis of Sligo, (signed) § Thomas Davies,

&e. &e. Ke. Special Justice.
 

(No. 62.)
Lucia, 30 June 1835.

i In this district there are 32 sugar estates, and 18 pens and small settlements, which
visit.
The apprentices on the different. estates are working regular, but slow: they vary, hows

ever, in this respect, sometimes workin cheerfully andwell; at others, working slow, and
doing little work ; and although the field labour is, generally speaking, more backward then
usual at this period, there is every prospect of an average crop next year; and on some
estates the crops will exceed thoseof last year. In all cases where task-work is employed,
they work cheerfully, and do a fair quantity of work. On all the estates in this district, the
apprentices continue to receive the same indulgences as formerly, and are generally well
treated by their overseers, ;

SinceI assumed my duties in this district, complaints have greatly decreased,especially
between overseer and apprentice. With respect to the jobbers and small settlers, they do
not, generally speaking, allow their apprentices the same indulgences as the estates do; and
in some cases, they are not well treated by their masters.

I have, &c. ;
(signed) John R. Hulme, Special Justice.

 

— No. 143.—

Extracr of a Despatch from the Marquis of Sligo to Lord Glenelg, dated
Highgate, Jamaica, 18 July 1835.

I donot think that I can adopt a better plan, when making to you the general report
on the state of the Island, which I send by every packet, than, when in my power, to
present facts to your notice, for the proof of which Fretaia documents in my possession.
On the present occasion I have the honour to send to your Lordship lists of the actual state
of labour for hire in Jamaica. As I have often before explained, J have not been able to
succeed in getting thespecial justices to send me in their returns as I have directed: some
because they will not make themselves as acquainted with the affairs of each estate in their
district as they ought and might do if they took the least trouble on that score, and some
on account of the prevalent sickness, which has spread over the Island in a frightful
manner.

The number of miles travelled during this month by the special magistrates will be much
diminished, as very many are laid up ; some I have been compelled to give leave to go into
the mountains for change of air, and many are too weak in consequence of past illness to go
through their business as usual. Suc
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Sach returns, however, as I have received, produce the following results: on 296 estates
or properties, the apprentices have either at first or last worked for hire; some, nay many,
refused at first, but all those in this return have at one period or the other worked for hire
when it has been offered to them. None of those who have once worked for it have as yet
retracted, if fairly dealt with and punctually paid, which has not been universally the
ractice. By the same returns it appears that on 98 estates no offer of wages for extra

work has been made, and that only on 22 estates have wages been actually and pertina-
ciously refused.. Many causes for the refusal may be adduced; want of confidence in their
master, a8 @ case is known to me, where the negroes on two adjoining estates have refused
respectively to work extra time for their own masters, buthavedone so for the neighbouring
property. An idea was at one time prevalent that by working for hire they were per-

tuating their own slavery. This has been in a great measure got rid of, but not entirely;
and it is my firm opinion that its prevalence still on those estates, where I think it still has
that baleful effect, is owing solely to the ignorance in which the slaves have been left, and
that those who so neglected that part of their duty are nowreaping the fruits of their own
misconduct. I think that this return, however, will at once dispose of the delusion which
they do not, even at this eleventh hour, scruple with the utmost confidence to adopt at all
their public meetings, that they will not work for hire. I am bound, however, to say, that
the late system of working extra time for bire may be at once knocked on the head by the
managers themselves; and that from what I have heard of the projected encroachments of
these persons, there may be some hesitation about it on a future occasion. Most of the bar-
gains for work have been made for this croparty, extra labour not being generally required out
ofcrop time. It has reached my ears that many of the managers have, in consequence of the
facility with which this crop has been got off, and the seeming satisfaction of the apprentices
at the rates of wages hitherto paid to them, come to a resolution of refusing the terms they
have this year given, in the hopes of getting them to accede to cheaper terms. They, more-
over, have, asI understand, determined on attempting to procure, in consideration of the
old allowances or by some other means, not contemplating any payment, the labour of the
children who have attained the age of six years since the Ist of August. This is very inex-
pedient on two accounts ; first, the same is valueless if obtained; and, secondly, the parents
naturally, on account of the deceptions and oppressions which have in many instances been
inflicted on them, will suspect that this offer is connected with some scheme of protracted
apprenticeship, and the effect, I fear, may be injurious to the elder gang undertaking labour
for hire. I have, however, great confidence in the increasing desire for luxuries, and think
that they will not like to relinquish the pleasures of money payments, having once tasted
their advantages.

Having heard some vague rumours of unusual appearances among the apprentices, accom-
panied by something of an idea that they were all to be liberated from the apprenticeship
on the 1st of August, founded, as I imagine, on the liberation of those at the Caymanas and
of the Maroons, Tsent a circular to the special justices to make minute inquiries on the
subject. Some have not as yet replied to that letter, but all who have, have assured me
that there has not been the slightest foundation for any alarm in their respective districts,
In St. David’s, however, I considered from what I had heard that there were some grounds
for thinking that the idea was prevalent among the apprentices. I therefore sent Inspector-
general Ramsay there to make minute inquiries. His report inducing me to think that it

id exist there, and that the police even were affected by it, inasmuch as’a great number of
them had demanded their discharges, I at once ordered every policeman in the parish to be
removed and divided into other districts, and their places to be filled by steady men from
other stations. { have also ordered 30 more policemen, if to be spared, whichI trust they
may, the prevalent sickness much reducing their effective strength, to be located in a
district part of the parish: I have also directed a company of the line to be sent up there
directly. St David’s being a remarkably healthy, eool district. 1 think that the exhibition
ofso powerful a force, sent at once to the only district where any apprehension of this sort
exists,will not only crush it there at once, but show such a state of pteparation as will
prevent its ripening in any other parish where it may now more silently exist. I trist that
the adoption of these measures will meet with your approbation.
An instance of the effect of a good understanding between master and apprentices was

reported to me last week by Mr. Marlton, special justice in St. Mary’s, that at Oxford estate
they dug, in stiff unploughed land, 113 holes per day, not for hire, but on the estate’s day,
when 70 had always been the allotted task for a day on the same soil during slavery. I
enclose to your Lordship copies of two letfers of a satisfactory nature from Mr. Walsh,

another magistrate from St. Mary’s, and from Mr. Macleod, special justice for St. Do-
rothy. .

22 July 1835.
Tue packet having arrived so much before her expected time, I have been unable to add,

as 1had expected, the next week’s reports of estates where apprentices work for hire.
Having prepared this despatch beforehand, I have determined on sending it off, and will
complete the returns by the next packet. I add also a list of 98 properties where wages
‘ave never been either offered or refused: I also enclose a return of future prospects of 29

More properties received since my last despatch on the subject was sent off. I have heard
some more Tumours of discontents in St. John’s parish, and have sent up there some extra
Policemen, which is all I can now afford there. 1trust that therewill not be any dis-

278. turbance ;
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JAMAICA. _ turbance; but I do think that there is some expectation of freedom on the 1st of August
— among them ;they certainly are much Jess contented in their minds than they have been,

though no actual breach of the usual perfect tranquillity now exists. I have and will take
measures to obviate it. I must say that I anticipated this result from the Caymanas’ libera-
tion, and so stated to your Lordship’s predecessor.

My Lord, Derry Police Station, Pear Tree Grove, 15 July 1835,
I FiNnp great pleasure in forwarding your Lordship a letter of Mr. Cockburn’s addressed

to me, and which letter will at once show your Excellency the state that I have got my
district into; indeed I must not take too much credit to myself, but if every attorney in
Jamaica acted as that gentleman, things would go on well.
Mr. Cockburn’s apprentices are on the field of work every morning at three o’clock, and

work off a task by 10 o’clock in the morning; they give up their Saturdays and work for
money. Their enemies might deny this, but f send your Lordship the gentleman’s letter of
the 10th instant, and read what he says: “ I have not yet found the negro to deceive me,”
These are his words; and if everyattorney in Jamaica gave me such cordial support, I could
ut every negro in the Island in 12 months on the same footing. Until the attorneys, &c.,

Leave off’ all prejudice to the known Jaws, and to use stripes, things will not work as well as
Mr. Cockburn’s estates. However,generally speaking, | am able to make a favourable
report of my district. It is beyond the comprehension of man to think that the ne
will do as much work in the 404 hours per week as they did when the master could cut
and slash them, as he could do in old times, and get 16 hours’ work a day out of each of
them; but let the master pay them for their extra time, the same as Mr. Cockburn, and
they will then be enabled to say, “ I have not yet found the negro to deceive me.”

I have, &e.
(signed) § Henry Walsh.

My Lord, Old Harbour Market, 14 July 1835.
I HAVE to report to your Excellency for this week that the state of my district continues

favourable and satisfactory. Every estate, excepting Bushey Park, has finished crop, and
the amount of produce furnishes, in my humble apprehension, sufficient proof to satisfy any
candid man that the negroes here, since the commencement of the apprenticeship, have done
more work than they were ever in the habit of accomplishing in the same given time before
the Ist of August;I say this advisedly, and with a pretty full knowledge of the various
points to be considered in the comparative estimate of slave and apprentice labour.

I have, &e.
(signed) Alex. N. Macleod,

Special Magistrate, St. Dorothy’s.

 

Estates where Apprentices work for Hire.

Hyde Wall - = - Trelawny.| Vale Royal - =~ Trelawny.| Bescobel Pen, St. Mary’s.
Manchester - - ditto. Windsor Castle - ditto. Bagnal Spring - ditto.
Biddeford - - ditto. | Georgia - - ditto. |Cardiffditto-  - ditto.
Sportsman’s Hall - ditto. | Llanrumney - St. Mary’s.|Donnington Castle ditto.
Jock’s Lodge - ditto. |Quebec - - ditto, [Hazzard - - ditto.
Kinloss - - ditto. |Haywood Hall - ditto. {Lambhen Hall - ditto.
Gibraltar - - ditto. [White Hall - - ditto. |Tucke’s Hill ~ ditto.
Long Pond - .- ditto. |Nemoldswrith - ditto. {Warwick Castle - ditto.
Hampshire - - ditto. |Nonsuch - - ditto. | Mango Valley - ditto.
Hyde - - - ditto. | Ballard’s Valley - ditto. | Pinpert Pen - ditto.
Stonehenge - - ditto. {| Green Castle - ditto. |Richard’s Pen - ditto.
Swanswick - - ditto. |Newry- - - ditto. |Kensanth - Manchester.
Ulster Spring - ditto. {OrangeHill-  - ditto. [Java - - - ditto.
Spring Garden - ditio. |Agualta Estate - ditto. |Hemitage - - ditto.
Arcadia - «+ ditto. |Agualta Pen - ditto. [Lancaster += - ditto.
Bryan Castle - ditto. j Esher - - - ditto. |Warwick - - ditto.
Brampton Bryan - ditto. {Cromwell - - ditto. |Loco Walk - ~~ ditto.
Baron Hill - - ditto. |Union~ - - ditto. | GreatValley - ditto,
Braco - - - ditto. {Fellowship Hall - ditto. {Smithfield “- - ditto.
Colchis - = ditto, | Allison - + ditto. |Woodlands - - ditto.
Ftngdon - - ditto. |Wentworth - - ditto. |Stoneshope - - ditto.
Friendship - . - ditto. | Trinity - + ditto. |Farenaugh - - ditto.
Glamorgan - - ditto. {Tryall-  - - ditto. |New Forest - - ditto.
Hopewell - ~ ditto. Brimmer Hall -~ ditto, Buff Bay River, St.George’s.
Harmony Hall - ditto. | Oxford - - ditto. | Dover - ~ = ditto.
Lysworney - - ditto. { Preston - - ditto. | Fort Stewart - ditto.
Lancaster - - ditto. |Crescent ~ - ditto. | Gibraltar = - - ditto.
Nightingale Grove ditto. |Fontabelle - - ditto. |GrayInn~ - - ditto.
Steelfield =- - ditto. | Roslin - - ditto. |Hart Hill = - - ditto.
Stewart Castle - ditto. | Pemberton Valley ditto. | {ter Boreall - - ditto.  
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Osborne - St. George’s.

Windsor Castle - ditto.

Woodstock - - ditto.

Buckingham - St. ThosEast.

Garbrand Hall ditto.

Suge Island - - ditto.

Coley - - - ditto.
White Hall - - ditto.

Greenwall  - - ditto.

Aughton Hall - ditto.

Eolus Valley - ditto.
Lloyd’s - - ditto.

Belvidere - - ditto.
Mount Pelier - ditto.

Newfield - - ditto.

Old Monkland -_ ditto.

New Monkland - ditto.

Nutt’s River - ditto.

‘Wheelersfield - ditto.
Hordley (millmen only),ditto.
Amity Hall (millmen), ditto.
Holland (millmen) - ditto. |
Ducherfield (millmen), ditto.
‘Golden Grove - ditto.
Winchester - - ditto.
Piaintain Grove River (mill-
men - - - ditto.

‘Rhone (millmen) - ditto.
Potosi (millmen) - ditto.
Pleasant Hill - ditto.
Stodher Hall - ditto.
Chiswick - - ditto.
Harbour Head - ditto.
Bowden - - ditto.
Seaman’s Valley - Portland,
Golden Vale - - ditto.
Williamsfield - ditto.
Bog - - - ditto.
‘Shotover =- - ditto.
Anchovy Valley - ditto.
Park Mount - ditto.
Queen Hythe --:St. Ann’s.
Laurence Park - ditto.
Antrim - - ditto,
Southfield - - ditto.
Knapdale - -_ ditto.
The Lodge - St. Dorothy’s.
Longueville - _- Clarendon.
Colebeck’s - St. Dorothy’s.
Woodhall ~ - ditto.
Kelly’s - + ditto.
Cocoa Walk - ditto.
Marley - - ditto.
Bushy Park - ditto.
CherryGarden - ditto.
Amity Hall - - ditto.
Nightingale Grove_ ditto.

him - - ditto.
Seven Plantation, Clarendon.
Chateau = - ditto.
Cornwall - Westmorland.
Petersfield ~ - ditto.
Shrewsbury - - ditto.
Mesopatamia - ditto.
Blue Castle - - ditto.
Blackheath - - ditto.
Blackness - - ditto.
George’s Plain - ditto.
Three-Mill Plain - ditto.
Friendship - - ditto.
Bath - “ - ditto,
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Dean’s Valley Waterworks,

Spring Garden, St.
He 5 St. Tho’ East.deining’s =-
Hector’s River
Muri Town - |
Orange Hill
Providence -
Reach - -

ring Valle
Windcor Castle
Williamsfield
Claremont -
Carrick Foyle
Dry Valley -
Florence Hall
George’s Valley
Green Park -
Greenside -
Grange -
Holland -
Hague -
Irving Tower
Kent - -
Lottery -
Mayfield -
Orange Valley
Oxford -
Orange Grove
Roslin Castle
Spring - -
Southfield -
Water Valley

Westmorland.
Dean’s Valley Dry Works,

ditto.
Carrawina - - ditto
Content - ‘-St. James.
Chatham - - ditto.
Barrett Hall - ditto.
Carlton Hall - ditto.
Hampden - - ditto.
Belle bsle - Westmorland.
Camp Savanna -- ditto.
Frome - - - ditto.
King’s Valley - ditto.
-Lincola - - ditto.
Mint - - - ditto.
Midgeham - - ditto.
Meylersfield - ditto.
Moreland ~ - ditto.
Mount Eagle - ditto.
Negril Spots - ditto,
Nonpareil - - ditto.
Paul Island - - ditto.
Retreat - - ditto.

ingfield - -- ditto.
Spring Garden - ditto.
Caenwood - St. George’s.
Eden - - - ditto.
Elysium - = ditto.
Hermitage - - ditto.
Hope - - = ditto.
Kildare - ~ ditto.
Lenox - - - ditto.
LawLayton - ditto.
Mount Pleasant - ditto.
Paradise - - ditto.
Rodney Hall - ditto.
Shrewsbury - - ditto.
Skibo - - - ditto.
Whydash - - Portland.

George’s.

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto,
ditto.

ditto,
ditto.

Trelawny.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.  

Ashley’s —-
Denhen -
Mullet Hall -
New Ground
Retreat -
Low Ground
Old Plantation

269

Clarendon.
ditto.
ditto,
ditto,
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.

Pindar’s Rock River, ditto.
Sutton’s - ditto.
Beckford Rock River, ditto.
Rose Hill - ditto.
Ashley Hall, D. & N., Vere.
Hillside, D. & N. - — ditto.
Brazilletto - =- ditto,
Stratton Hall - ditto.
Bowen Hall - - ditto.
Moreland - - ditto.

- - - ditto.
Chesterfield (offered but

not accepted) - ditto.
Barey Hall - - ditto.
Salt Savanna ~ ditto.
HarmonyHall, D.& N., ditto.
Greenwich - - ditto.
Carlisle - - ditto,
Knight’s - - ditto.
Gibbon’s - - ditto.
Dunkley - - ditto.
Old Yarmouth - ditto,
New Yarmouth - ditto,
Caswell Hill - ditto.
Exeter - - ditto,
Raymond’s - - ditto.
Amity Hall - - ditto.
Paradise - - ditto,
Riverside - - ditto.

opewell - St. Mary’s.
Lewisberg - ditto.
Lund - - - ditto,
New Ramble - ditto.
Orange River - ditto.
Belenfield - - ditto,
Richmond - - ditto.
Batchelor Hall - Hanover,
Bamboo - - ditto,
Barbican - .- ditto.
Blue Hole - - ditto.
Eaton - - - ditto.
Esher - - - ditto.
Fat Hog Quarter - ditto,
Flint River - - ditto,
Georgia - = ditto.
Great Valley - ditto.
Haddington - - ditto.
Houghton Court - ditto,
Hopewell, Upper - ditto.
Hopewell, Lower - ditto.

‘|}Kew - - - ditto,
Magotty - - ditto,
Mesquito Cove - ditto.
Orange Cove - ditto,
Point - - - ditto,
Prosper - - ditto,
Retrieve, Old - ditto,
Retrieve, New - ditto,
Richmond - - ditto,
Riley’s - = ditto,
Success - - ditto,
Nyall - - - ditto,
Welcome - - ditto.
Williamsfield - ditto,
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EstTATEs working extra for Old Allowances.

Charlottenburg - St. Mary’s. |Gosher Estate - St. Mary’s.|Russell Hall =- St. Mary’s,

 

Greenwood ~- ditto. Gosher Pen - ditto. Money Musk - Vere,

Jossers, &e.

Newport - - - - = Portland.

Estates where Wages have neither been offered nor refused.

Albany - St.George s.| Phillipsfield - St. Tho* East. | Elm Wood - St. Tho* East,
Cottage - - ditto. Aumount - - ditto. |Tarry Hil - - - = ditto.
Craig Mills - - ditto. Leith Hall - - ditto. |Hartford - ~ ditto.
Devon:Pen - - ditto. Prospect - - Portland.|Nore Garden - ditto,
Epsom - - ditto. Cold Harbour - ditto. Rural Vale - - ditto.
Evandale’ - - ditto. |Sion Hill - ~ ditto. {Sion Hill = - - ditto.
Fort George Pen - ditto. Kenmay “ - ditto. Weybridge - - ditto.
Good Hope - - ditto. | Unity Valley - ditto. | Perrin’s - = Vere.
Hermitage - - ditto. | Darley - - ditto. {Springfield - - ditto.
Mammee Hill - ditto. |Cambridge - .- ditto. | Deeside - St. Mary’s,
Pontefract - - ditto. {Mount Oakly - ditto. | Essex.
Prior Park - - ditto. | Retreat - - ditto. | Job’s Hill.
Richmond Castle - ditto. |Hope ~ - - ditto. | Kendall.
Reddington - - ditto. |Stanton Harcourt - ditto. | Leinster.
Williamsfield - ditto. Providence - ~ ditto. |Mount Patience.
White River - ditto. Norwich - ~ ditto. Montrose.
Decoy - St. Mary’s.}| White Hall - - ditto. {Newport.
Dering - = ditto. | Burlington - - ditto. |Pembroke.
Epping - = ditto. |Orange Valley - St. Ann’s.} Platfield.
Gale - - - ditto. {Dumbarton - - ditto. {| Rock River.
Halifax - + ditto. |Amity - - Westmorland.| Rose Hill.
Huddersfield - ditto. |Roaring Ruen - ditto. | Snailfield.
Spring Garden - ditto. | Fort William - ditto. {Sue River.
Indust - - ditto. {Prospect -  - ditto. |Waterton.
Pembroke Hall - ditto. {Fontabelle - - ditto. |Woodside.
Tower Hill - - ditto. |Geneva - + ditto. |Weyhill.
Barsteeple - | - Trelawny, Fonthill |- St. Elizabeth’s.| Palmetto Grove.
East Prospect, St. Tho* East.|Spring Garden - Portland.| Beans.
Bachelors’ Hall - ditto. | Darley -  - ditto. |New Mill.
Peru - - - ditto. Castle Comfort, St. Tho* East.) Orchard.
Barking Lodge - ditto. | Egg Hill - ~~ ditto. | Round Hill,  
 

Hzap Proriz agreed to Work for Hire, and the rest not pressed at all to do so, marked

Rervusen Hire.

thus. *

Blaslaw Garden River (Field),|Delvey * Westmorland.
Langley = - St. Mary’s. St. Thomas East.| Hope * - + ditto.
Ramble - - ditto. { Rhine (Field) - ditto. Masemure * - ditto.
Frontier - - ditto. { Cardiff - - ditto. |Retrieve* - - ditto.
Belfield - - ditto. Arcadea - - ditto. Ridgeland* - - ditto.
Water Valley - ditto. |Home Castle ~- St. Ann’s.| Belly’s Hope, St. Tho* East.
Albany - - ditto. Albany* - Westmorland.| Boston - - ditto,
Petersfield - St, Tho* East.j Canaan* - - ditto. Mulatto River - ditto,

 

CONTINUATION of RETURNS transmitted in Despatch 21 June 1835.
 

Names of Estates.

 

HANovER.

Abindon -
Haughton Hall
Rhodes Hall
Fish River
North Spring -

 

St. ANDREW'S. ©

Constitution Hall -
Marylands - - -

Monmouth Mount -    

Attorney or Overseer. | Present Crop. Prospects of Future Crop.

Wm. Carey - -| Over -| Quite as advanced as last year.
W. J. H. James -j{- ditto + | A fortnight later than usual. —
W. Gordon - -j|- ditto - | Backward, but will get up lost time.
- - - «j- ditto +| As usual.
Campbell - -j- ditto - } Rather backward.

Mr. Odill’s Report.

LTTE

T. Cherollam, prop. | Over - |Much improved latterly.
Capt. East - -|- ditto -| Improvement. .
Mr. Wiles - -|- ditto + {| Not backward, the diminution of

, late slight.
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Names of Estates. Attorney or Overseer. Present Crop. Prospects of Future Crop.
JAMAICA.

 

Sr. ANDREW'S—continued.

Mount Industry
Silver Hill -
Nore Hill
Peter's Rock
Newland —
Middleton

ee

St. Mary’s.

Palmetto Grove (Sugar)
Essex (Coffee) -

Rock River = -

eel

Port RoyAt.

Blonburgh  - +

Halberstadt - -
Lower Luckey Valley

Upper LuckeyValley

Good Hope = =

Chatsworth ~- “
Dallas Castle ~
Drummond Castle

Trafalgar
Belleive - -

 

Str. Toomas’s VALE.

Belgan and Luckey Hill

eee

Sr. EvrzABetn’s.

Holland s « -

YS -. .-« «

Ipswich - 2

renee

St. James.

Lethe .- - -
Eden - . -
Wiltshire - -

Roehampton
Content -

Lod Hall
Friendship
Copres  ~
Childermas
Ancho
Golden Grove
Silver Grove
Alexandria
Hazle Lymph
Seven Rivers
Belvidere
Mont Peliez

278.  

Mr. Dallas -

Mr. R. Chisholm

*
#@

©
©
P
e

R. Ailkin, overseer
—Wade, proprietor
R. Thornhill

J. Mais & Wilson -

Mr. J. Mais -
Mr. Netherule

Chrystie Tayler
J. Willson -

Mr. Pierson -
Mr. Jackson

Mr. Levi, prop.
Mr. Jackson -

Mr. Wright -

Mr. M‘Donald

Mr. Salmon -

- ditto ~-

Mr. Anderson
Mr, Gordon -
Mr. Fenton ~

Mr.Glen .
Mr. Broshett

Mr. Jackson
Mr. Deane -
Mr. Jackson
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Plummer
Mr. Jackson
- ditto -
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Groves -

Miller & Mariett -
Mr. Hunter -
Miller& Mariett -  

t

Going on -
Over “
- ditto -

15,000 Ibs,
extramade
this year.

Allin -
- ditto -

Over -
12,000 Ibs. |
more this
year.

Allin
« ditto

Over

Not over

Over

- ditto

¢
f

¢
©

©
@

8
6
b
e

8

i #
6

©
©

@
@

#@
fF

4
a

8
|e

Much improvement.
Doing exceeding well.

ditto.
- = ditto.
- + ditto.
- = ditto.

‘Mr. Bourne's Report.

 

In a most satisfactory condition.
Great prospects of abundance.

ditto.

Mr. Lambert's Report.

 

-« In fair forwardness.

Very little, if at all behind. |
Canes and coffee hardly behind

at all.
Not much behind last year.
~~ Not at all behind hand.

Do not begin crop till August.
ditto ditto.

- {Apprentices employed cutting wood
for Kingston market.

Not much behind,
Going on well.

Capt. Kent’s Report.

 

Quite as forward as usual.

Mr. Jones’s Report.

 

 

 
Usual crop expected; plough in-

troduced for the first time, and
much appoved.

Property in better state than last
year.

Better than last year.

Daughirey's Report.

 

6 acres less planted.
12 acres less,
Quite as forward, and as much
done as last year; same plants.

26 acres short.
8 acres less; all the rest same as

usual.
g acres less ~
10 ditto - »
18 ditto.
12 ditto - - ditto.

11 ditto - - ditto.
Same plant, the rest the same.
6 acres less, ditto.
Same plant, _ ditto.
17 acres short, backward.
Same plant, all the same.
22 acres less.
10 acres more planted this year.

ditto.
ditto.
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—No, 144. —

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo, dated
Colonial-office, 1 September 1835.

I nave received your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 18th July, containing
your monthly report on the general state of the Island of Jamaica. The most
grateful acknowledgments of His Majesty’s Government are due to your Lord-
ship for the exertions which you habitually make under circumstances of no
common difficulty, to supply them with exact and highly important information,
respecting the progress ofthe great experiment which has been placed under
your own immediate superintendence. Although I might have scrupled to
impose on your Lordship a duty so laborious as is that of preparing these peri-
odical reports, and of compiling the statistical details by which they are illus-
trated and confirmed, yet it will be in the highest degree satisfactory to receive
authentic intelligence of this nature as often as your Lordship’s health and avo-
cations may allow.

The proofs contained in this Despatch of the readiness of the emancipated
population to work for hire, justify a sanguine hope of the future prosperity of
Jamaica, after the period of apprenticeship shall have expired, an object of the
first importance on every account, and especially as it will vindicate to the
world at large the wisdom of the decisive measure, and of the great pecuniary
sacrifice which the Parliament and the people of this kingdom sanctioned for
the abolition of negro slavery.

I have read with peculiar interest Mr. Marlton’s report of the gratuitous ex-
ertions made by some apprenticed labourers in the parish of St. Mary for their
employer’s benefit. It is an occurrence to which too much publicity cannot
be given, as illustrative of the grateful and docile character of these people,
when placed under a kind and judicious management.

It is almost superfluous to affirm your Lordship’s opinion of the inexpediency.
of any systematic attempt to engage little children of the age of six years in
Jabour on the plantations, although perhaps even at that tender age there may
be some trifling offices which they might occasionally perform with advantage
to the estates on which they live, and without prejudice: to their own health.
I trust, however, that the efforts which are making in all directions for pro-
moting the education of these young people, will supply them with a more
appropriate and perhaps even a more attractive employment..

I fully approve the very decisive measures which your Lordship adopted to
check the prevailing misapprehension that the apprenticeship would expire on
the Ist of August 1835, and to repress any excesses which might arise from the
disappointment of that hope.
The King has received with the deepest concern your Lordship’s account of

the sickness prevailing in Jamaica. It is needless to request from your Lord-
ship further information respecting the progress of this calamitous epidemic.

 

Appendix (B.)
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COLONIAL LAWS. JAMAICA.

Appendix (B.)

 

JAMAICA,
 

 

Colonial Laws.

—No. 1. — No. 1.

 

Jamaica 8s.

AN ACT for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of Compensation,
and for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and to declare the 62 Geo. 3,
c. 155, in force in this Island :—-Passed 12 December 1833.

WHEREAS an Act has recently pa:sed the Imperial Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for Preamble.
the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies; for promoting the Industry of
the Manumitted Slaves ; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services
of such Slaves :” and whereas in consideration thereof, it is expedient that a Bill should pass
the Legislature of this Island to effect the abolition of slavery; be it therefore enacted by After 1 August 1834,
the Governor, Council and Assembly ofthis Island, and it is hereby enacted by the authority Pempnspew registered

of the same, that from and after the Ist day of August 1834, all persons who, in conformity prenticed labourers. r
with the laws now in force in this Island, shall on or before the 1st day of August 1834 have
been duly registered as slaves in this Island, and who on the said 1st day of August 1834
shall be actually within this Island, and who shall by such registries appear to be on the
said Ist day of August 1834 of the full age of six years or upwards, shall by force and
virtue of this Act, and without the previous execution of any indenture of apprenticeship, or
other deed or instrument for that purpose, become and be apprenticed labourers; provided Proviso as to slave
that for the purposes aforesaid every slave belonging to this Island engaged in his ordinary "2°
occupation on the seas, shall be deemed and taken to be within this Island to all intents
and purposes whatsoever.

2. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of any Servicesof apprenticed
such apprenticed labourer, such person or persons shall be entitled tothe services of such !bouress secured.
apprenticed labourer as would, for the time being, have been entitled to his or her services
as a slave, if this Act had not been made.

8. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that all slaves whomay at any time previousSlavesorapprenticed
to. the passing of this Act have been taken with the consent of their possessors, and all gritainand Selon ene
apprenticed labourers who may hereafter with the like consent be taken into any part of the to be free.
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall from and after the passing of this Act
be absolutely and entirely free, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

4. And be it enacted, that all such apprenticed labourers shall, for the purposes of this Classificationof ap-
Act, be divided into three distinct classes; the first of such classes consisting of preedial P™ mmoUrers.
apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who, in their state of
slavery, were usually employed.in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial prodtce or
otherwise, upon lands belonging to their owners; the second of such classes consisting of
predial apprenticed Jabourers not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in
their state of slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial
produce or otherwise, upon lands not belonging to their owners ; and the third of such classes
consisting of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers not
included: within either of the two preceding classes: provided always, that no person of the Proviso as to age of
age of 12 years and upwards shall be included in either of the said two classes of pradial Pr=lal apprentices,&e.
apprenticed labourers, unless such person shall for 12 calendar months at the least next
before the passing of this present Act have been habitually employed in agriculture, or in
the manufacture of colonial produce.

5. And be it further enacted, that no person who by virtue of this Act shall become a Apprenticeshipof prez
predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall continue in fe Iebourers to ovase
such apprenticeship beyond the Ist day of August 1840; and that during such his or her ™ .
apprenticeship, no such predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not. attached to the
coll,shall be bound or liable by virtue ofsuch apprenticeship to perform any labour in the service Hours of labour.
of his or her employer or employers for morethan 45hours in the whole in any one week.

6. And be it further enacted, that no person who by virtue of this Act shall become a Apprenticeship of non-
non-predial apprenticed labourer, shall continue in such apprenticeship beyond the first dayveeen dtAvast”
of August 1838. 1838.

7. And be it further enacted, that if before any such apprenticeship shall have expired theApprentices may be
Person or persons entitled for and during the remainder of any such term to the services of isctiarged,Mf Persons
any such apprenticed labourer shall be desirous to dischargehim or her from such appren-:desire it.
ticeship, it shall be lawful for such person or persons so to.do, by deed-poll or instrument in
writing, tobe proved before a judge or justice of the peace, and recorded in the Secretary’s-
officeofthis Island: provided nevertheless, that if any person so discharged from any such Proviso asto support of
apprenticeship. by any such voluntary act as aforesaid shall at that time be or the age ofagedor‘ofirm labourers
50 years or upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such disease or mental or bodily

infirmity as may render him or her incapable of earning his or her subsistence, then and in
° every

e
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JAMAICA. _ every such case the person or persons so discharging any such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid,
shall continue andbe liable to provide for the support and maintenance of such apprenticed

Appendix (B.) labourer during the remaining term of such original apprenticeship, as fully as if such appren-
ticed labourer had not been discharged therefrom.

  

Colonial Laws. ; : 1ones 8. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any such apprenticed labourer to
Apprentices may pur purchase his or her discharge from such apprenticeship, even without the consent, or in Oppo-
enane shen escnre* gition if necessary, to the will of the person or persons entitled to his or her services, upon

payment to such person or persons of the appraised value of such services. _

How such discharge 9. And be it enacted, that when any apprentice under this Act shall be able and willing to
may be obtained. purchase his or her discharge, and the party entitled to the services of such apprentice shall

refuse or be unwilling to sell such discharge, such apprentice shall be at liberty to apply to
the nearest magistrate, to be appointed by special commission; who shall thereupongive
notice to the person entitled to the services of such apprentice, or his or their representative
or agent;and such last-mentioned person shall thereupon appoint a justice of the peace of
the parish or precinct in which the apprentice shall reside, who shall andheis hereby required
to associate himself with such special justice of the peace, and the said two justices shall:
also associate with them one or other justice of the peace, who is also hereby required to
asgociate himself as aforesaid; and in case the said special justice and general Justice of the
peace cannot agree on the third justice so to be called in, then the custos or senior magistrate

Proviso, for the said parish shall name and appoint such third justice; provided that in case such
custos or senior magistrate shall have any interest in the question, the next magistrate in
seniority shall appoint such third justice.

Three justices to award = 10, And be it further enacted, that the said three justices shall meet at the usual place forvaluation,Seyand public business for the parish or precinct, or at such other place as the justices themselves
ares oP * shall appoint, and shall proceed to fix a value upon such apprentice; which valuation shall

bebinding and conclusive on all parties; and upon the amount of such valuation being paid
to the person entitled to receive the same, or to the receiver-general, as hereinafter mentioned,
such apprentice shall be absolutely discharged from the remainder of his term of apprentice-
ship, and the three justices shall grant a certificate under their hands in the form following;

Certificate of discharge. © “ We do hereby certify and declare that A. B., the apprentice of C. D., of the parish of
hath this day been discharged and released from the remainder of the term of his

{or her] apprenticeship. Given under our hands, this day of ”

Proviso as to notice of | Provided that notice of the time and place of meeting shall be given to the person entitled
time and place of meet to the services of such apprentice, or left at his or her usual place of residence, at least 14
ing to be given toem- avs before such meeting; and that the said justices shall andmay issue their summons to.ployers ; summoning . . ) : : .
witnesses, &c.: any witness of whose materiality they shall be satisfied, either on the part of the apprentice

or the person entitled to his or her services ; and shall examine such witness on oath touching.
the value of the services of such apprentice ; and in case any person so summoned toattend
shall refuse or neglect to attend, the said three justices shall and they are hereby empowered
and required to issue their warrant, authorizing any lawful constable to apprehend and bring
such persons so summoned before them, in order that he or she may be examined in the
premises.

Rightofpersons in re- 11. And be it enacted, that in case any person shall, by virtue of any estate tail, or limita-
veeurity’on having ces, tion, or remainder, or any security, claim any right to the services of the said apprentice for
protected. PP ” the remainder of the term of his apprenticeship, expectant upon the death of the person then

entitled to his or her services, or by virtue of such security, and shall by reason thereof claim
a right to participate in the amount paid for the discharge of such apprentice, the said three
justices shall direct such amount to be paid to the receiver-general until the rights of the par-
ties are ascertamed and decided as hereinafter mentioned; and such sum shall bear interest
at 64.per centum until again paid out, and shall in the meantime be used as the public funds
of the Island.

How claimants are to 12. And be it enacted, that any party claiming to be entitled to the sum so paid to the
proceed. receiver-general, shall be at hberty to apply by summary petition or special motion to the

supreme court ofjudicature or either of the assize courts ; who shall upon hearing the matter
adjudge and determine how and to whom such sum of money shall be paid and applied;
and such judgment shall be binding and conclusive on all parties; and the receiver-general
shall thereupon pay such amount as the court shall by their order direct.

Provision against re- 13. And be it enacted, that in case the person entitled to the services of any apprentice so
fusalto appoint ajus- applying to be discharged, shall refuse or neglect to appoint a justice, such special justice
ie applyingto'be dis- ‘Shall associate with him a general justice of the peace, and such two justices shall thereupon
charged. proceed in the manner hereinbefore directed, and with the same powers ‘as hereinbefore

enacted respecting the said three justices. .

Apprenticesnottobe 14. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be subject or liable to
land, anihow predial be removed from this Island; and that no predial apprenticed labourer who may in manner
apprentices are tobe foresaid become attached to the soil, shall be subject or liable to perform any labour in the
employed. service of his or her employer or employers, except upon or in or bout the works and busi-

ness of the plantations or estates to which such predial apprenticed labourer shall have been
attached, or on which he or she shall have been usually employed on or previously to the
said Ist day of August 1834: provided nevertheless, that with the consent in writing ofany

wo
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two or more justices of the peace holding special commi.sion, it shall be lawful for the
erson or persons entitled to the services of any such attache. preedial apprenticed labourer

or labourers, to transfer his or their services to any other plantation or estate within this

island to such person or persons belonging ; which written consent shall in no case be given
or be of any validity, unless any of such justices of the peace shall first have ascertained that
such transfer would not have the effect of separating any such attached predial apprenticed
labourer from his or her wife or husband, parent or child, or from any person or persons
reputed to bear any such relation to him or her, and that such transfer would not probably
be injurious to the health or welfare of such attached predial apprenticed labourer, and that
such consent shall be in the form following:
“These are to certify that, upon theapplication of A. B. for liberty to remove certain

redial attached labourers, according to
Fave inquired into the circumstances of the case, and being satisfied that such removal ma
be made without infringing any of the regulations in the said Act in this respect contained,
we do hereby permit the said A.B. to remove the several preedial apprentices named, [here
name them, setting them out in families where it can be done], from plantation, in the
arish of to plantation, in the parish of - Given under our

ands, this day of 18”
Which said certificate shall be recorded in a book, to be kept by the clerk of the peace of
the parish or precinct to which such labourers shall be removed, and for which service the
said clerk of the peace shall receive the sum of 2s. 6d., and nomore ; and such record, or
a copy thereof certified by such clerk of the peace, shall be received and taken as evidence
in all courts. .

15. And be it further enacted and declared, that the right or interest of any employer or
employers to and in the services of any apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, shall pass and be
transferrable by bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent, mn the same
manner as real estate passes, or is transferred or descends according to the laws of this Island;
provided that no such apprenticed labourer shall by virtue of any such bargain and sale,
contract, deed, will or descent, be subject or liable to be separated from his or her wife or
husband, parent or child, or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to
him or her.

16. And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of any such apprenticeship as
aforesaid, the person or persons for the time being entitled to the services of every such
apprenticed labourer shall be and are and is hereby required to supply him or her with such
food, clothing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allow-
ances as by an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the Government of Slaves,” now in force in this
Island, an owner is required to supply to and for any slave, being of the same age and sex as
any such apprenticed labourer shall be.

17. And be it further enacted, that subject to the obligations imposed by this Act upon
such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, all and every the persons who on the said Ist day
ofAugust 1834 shall be holden in slavery within this Island, shall, upon and from and after the
said 1st day ofAugust 1834, become and be to all intents and purposes free and discharged of
and fromallmanner of slavery, and shall be absolutely and for ever manumitted ; and that the
children thereafter to be born to any such persons, and the offspring of such children, shall in
like manner be free from their birth ; and that from and after the said 1st day of August 1834,
slavery shall be and is hereby utterly and for ever abolished and declared unlawful ini this
His Majesty’s Island of Jamaica.

18. And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years
on the said ist day of August 1834, or that children who after that day may be born
to any female apprenticed labourers, may not be properly supported by their parents, and
that no other person may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such children,
and it is necessary that provision should be made for the maintenance of such children in
any such contingency: Be it therefore enacted, that if any child who, on the said Ist day of
August 1834, had not completed his or her sixth year, or if any child to which any appren-
ticed labourer may give birth on or after the said Ist day of August 1834, shall be brought

before any justice of the peace holding special commission, and if it shall be made to appear
to the satisfaction of such justice that any such child is unprovided with an adequate main-
tenance, and that such child hath not completed his or her age of 12 years, it shall be lawful
for such justice, and he is hereby required on behalfof any such child, to execute an inden-
ture of apprenticeship, thereby binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the person
or persons entitled to the services of the mother of such child, or who had been last entitled
to the services of such mother; but in case it shall be made to appear to any such justice.
that such person or persons aforesaid is or are unable or unfit to enter into such indenture,
and properly to perform the conditions thereof, then it shall be lawful for such justice, and
he is hereby required, by such indenture to bind any such child to any other person or persons

to be by him for that pu approved, and who may be able andwilling properly to perform
such conditions; and it shall, by every such indenture of apprenticeship, be declared whether
such child shall thenceforward elong to the class of attached predial apprenticed labourers,|
orto the class of unattached pradial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-prediak
apprenticed labourers; and the termof such apprenticeship of any such child shall by such
indenture be limited and made to continue in force until such child shall have completed his
or her 21st year, and no longer ; and every child so apprenticed as aforesaid by the order of
any such Justice of the peace as aforesaid, shall, during his or her apprenticeship, be subject

. to
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to all such and the same rules and regulations respecting the work or labour to be by them
done or performed, and respecting the food andothersupplies to be to him or her furnished,

Proviso as toedueation as any other apprenticed labourers as aforesaid: provided always, that the said indenture of
and instruction of ap- apprenticeship shall contain sufficient words of obligation upon the employer to allow rea-
prenticed children, sonable time and opportunity for the education and religious instruction ofsuch child.

Special justices to be 19. And for securing the effectual superintendence of the said apprenticed labourers and
appointed for superia- the execution of this Act, be it further enacted, that the Governor may and he is hereby
tenieaceof apprentices empowered to issue, under the public seal of this Island, special commissions to one or more
act . person or persons, constituting him or them a justice or justices of the peace for the whole

of the Island, or for any parish, precinct, quarter or other district within the same, for the
special purpose of giving effect to this present Act, and to any laws which may hereafter be
made for giving more complete effect to the same ; and every person to or infavour ofwhom
any such commission may be issued shall by force and virtue thereof, and without any other
qualification, be entitled and competent to act as a justice of the peace within the limits
prescribed by such his commission for such special purposes as aforesaid, but for no other

Proviso: Special jus» purposes ; provided nevertheless, thatnothing herein contained shall prevent or be construed
tices not excluded from to prevent any person commissioned as a justice of the peace for such-special purpose as

on of aforesaid from being included in the general commission of the peace for this Island, in case
it shall seem fit to the Governor to address both such special commission and such general
commission as aforesaid in any case to the same person or persons.

Such special justices 20. And be it enacted, that the several justices of the peace having special commissions
onlyto take cognizance as aforesaid (and no other magistrate or justice of the peace in this Island) shall have,
frofiencescommitted exercise and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction over, and shallsolely and exclusivel
ployers,&e. take cognizance of all offences committed or alleged to have been committed by any such

apprenticed labourer or by his or her employer, in such their relation to each other, or of the
breach, violation or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to each -other; or of
any question, matter or thing incident to or arising out of the relations subsisting between
such apprenticed labourers and the persons respectively entitled to their services ; provided

Proviso: Powersof that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to abrogate or take
supremecourts, orof away the powers by law vested im the supreme courts of record, or to the superior courts of
civilorcriminal justice, civil and criminal justice in this Island.

abrogated. :

Punishmenttobe ine 21. And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any person or persons en-
flicted byspecial jus- titled to the services of any such apprenticed labourer, or any other person or persons other

tices only,&c. than such justices of the peace, holding such special commissions as aforesaid, to punish
any apprenticed labourer for any offence by him or her committed or alleged to have been
committed, by the whipping, beating or imprisonment of his or her person, or by any other
ersonal or other correction or punishment whatsoever, or by any addition to the hours of

Female apprenticesnot labour hereinbefore limited; nor shall any court, judge or justice of the peace punish any
to bewhippedorbeaten» guch apprenticed labourer, being a female, for any offence by her committed, by whipping
Proviso: Apprentices or beating her person: provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend to
Rot exempted from por exempt any apprenticed labourer from the operation of any law or police regulation for the
live regulations, revention or punishment of any offence, which is or shallhereafter be in force in this jsland

‘In respect to all other persons of free condition.

22. And whereas it is necessary that proper regulations should be provided for the main-
tenance of order and good discipline among the said apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring
the punctual discharge of the services due by them to their respective employers, and for
the prevention and punishment of indolence, or the neglect or improper performance of
work by any such apprenticed labourer, and for enforcing the due performance by any such
apprenticed labourer of. any contract into which he or she may voluntarily enter for any
hired service during the time in which he or she may not be bound to labour for his or her
employer, and for the prevention and punishment of insolence and insubordination on the
part of any such apprenticed labourers towards their employers, and for the prevention and
punishment of vagrancy, or of any conduct on the part of any such apprenticed labourers-
injuring or tending to the injury of the property of any such employer, and for the sup-
pression and punishment of any riot or combined resistance to the laws on the part of any.
such apprenticed labourers, and for preventing the escape from this island of any such ap-

Offencestobetried  prenticed labourers during their term -of apprenticeship; be it therefore enacted, that all
summarily, and fore such offences shall be tried in a summary manner before any justice appointed by special
feturefor halfaday’s commission, and that any apprenticed labourer convicted of absenting himself or herself from

the service of his or her employer without reasonable cause, for half or any smaller portion
of a day, shall forfeit to such employer not exceeding a whole day’s labour of his or her
own time.

Forfeiture for morethan © 23. Andbeit further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted as aforesaid of
halfaday's absence. hein absent without reasonable cause for more than half a day, shall in like manner forfeit .
Proviso: Forfeiture of not exceeding three days’ labour of his or her own time: provided always, that it shall be
days to be divided. — Jawful for the special justice before whom such complaint shall have been heard.on which he

shall have adjudged that the said apprentice shall forfeit three days’ labour of his or her own
time, and he is hereby authorized and required so to divide the said three days’ labour
as shall not impose the obligation on such apprentice of working for more than 15 extra
hours im any one week.

a4, And
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e4. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted as aforesaid of Punishment for two
being absent without reasonable cause for two successive days, or on two distinct days successive days, &c.
within the same fortnight, shallbe adjudged a deserter, and sentenced to hard labour for
a period not exceeding one week, in the house of correction or the penal gang of the parish,

or to receive a flogging not exceeding 20 stripes.

95. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted as aforesaid of Punishment for threeor
being absent without reasonable cause for three or more successive days during any one ™* days, &e,
fortnight shall be adjudged a vagabond, and sentenced to hard labour for a period not ex-
ceeding 14 days, in the house of correction or the penal gang of the parish, or to receive
a flogging not exceeding 30 stripes.

26. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer convicted as aforesaid of Punishment for one
being absent without reasonable cause for one entire week, or any longer time, shall, in Teauk’s absence, or

addition to such punishment by hard labour as aforesaid, be further sentenced to receive at
the house of correction, in the presence of the superintendent thereof, any number of stripes
not exceeding 39.

27. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be found wandering Wandering apprentices,
as a vagrant beyond the limits of the plantation of his or her employer without a written without Pabonds.”” de-
ermission from such employer, and who shall not be able to give a satisfactory account of vagabonds,

Fimself or herself, shall be liable to be apprehended, and upon canviction before any special
justice aforesaid, shall be adjudged a vagabond and sentenced accordingly: provided that Provisoes: Nottoaffect
nothing in this clause contained shall be applied to apprenticed labourers on their way to or warshiporharket, OF to
from any place of Divine worship, or to or from market, or at such market or place: pro- interfere with their own
vided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or construed to abridge, or in anywise time.
interfere with, the full and free use and enjoyment by such apprentices of the time allotted
to them as their own under and by virtue of the provisions of this Act.

28, And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall refuse or neglect Punishmenton appren-
to perform any labour required under this Act, or who shall by wilful negligence damage the dawanieypera”
property of his or her employer, or who shall be guilty of drunkenness, shall, upon con- guiltyofdrunkenness.
viction thereof as aforesaid, forfeit to such employer any number of days’ labour not exceed-
ing four out of his or her own time, or to be sentenced to receive any number of stripes not
exceeding 20; and for the second offence within one month shall be sentenced to double
that amount of punishment: provided always, that it shall be lawful for the special justice Proviso: Division of
before whom such complaint shall have been heard, on which he shall have adjudged that reited days’ labour.
the said apprentice shall forfeit three days’ labour of his or her own time, and he is hereby
authorized and required so to divide the said three days’ labour as shall not impose the ob-
ligation on such apprentice of working for more than 15 hours in any one week.

29. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be convicted as Punishmentforinso-
aforesaid of insolence or insubordination to his or her employer shall be sentenced to hard tence or insubordina-
labour in the house of correction, or the penal gang of the parish, for any time not exceeding
two weeks, or to receive any number of stripes not exceeding 39.

80. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall by the careless use Punishmentfor injury
offire endanger the property of his or her employer, or of any other person, or who shall ill- by thecareless use of
use any cattle or other stock, or who shall wantonly destroy or injure the property of his or ve orwantonlyde-
her employer intrusted to his or her charge, shall, upon conviction thereof as aforesaid, be stroyiag property.
sentenced to hard labour in the house of correction or the penal gang of the parish for any
time not exceeding three months, or to any number of stripes not exceeding 50.

31. And be it further enacted, that in case of any riot or combined resistance to the laws Repression of riots or
on the part of any three or more apprenticed labourers, the police of the parish, or of any combinations,and es
adjoining parish, shall, on receiving informationthereof, immediately repair to the spotengaged in Pie
and act as they shall be directed by any special justice for the repression of any such riot or
lawless proceedings ; and all apprenticed labourers engaged in any such riot shall, on con-
viction thereof as aforesaid, be sentenced to hard labour as aforesaid, for any term not
exceeding six months, or to receive any number of stripes not exceeding 50.

_ 32. And be it further enacted, that any special justice resorting to or present at any such Mannerof dispersing
notousassemblage, shall cause a flag, or some other appropriate signal, to be exhibited as riotousassemblages,
& warning to all persons there present to separate and quietly disperse; and all apprenticed non-romplying.i for
labourers who, after the exhibition of such flag or signal, “hallnot immediately disperse,
shall, on conviction thereof before any two or more such special justices, be sentenced to
hard labour as aforesaid, for any term not exceeding six months, and to receive any number
of stripes not exceeding 50: provided that, in the event of the unavoidable absence of such Proviso: In absence of
special justice, nothing herein contained shall be taken to prevent any justice of the peacegherialJustice any“
from quelling any riot or disturbance among such apprentices in the same way and by the wa ¥
same means as by law he is now authorized to use in quelling any riots, or preventing any
breach of the peace, among or by any of His Majesty’s free subjects of this island.

33. And be it enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any apprenticed labourer to keep, The possessionofgun-
use, orhave in his or her possession any gunpowder, guns, swords, pistols, or fire~arms ofpowderadare-arms
any description whatsoever, or any other offensive weapon, unless with the knowledge and ,
consent of his or her master or manager.
278.

34. And
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34, And be it enacted, that every apprentice so offending shall, on conviction before an
special justice, be punished with whippmg, imprisonment, hard labour in the penal gang or
house of correction of the parish, or any two or more of those punishments as may be
awarded by such special justice; provided that such whipping shall not exceed 39 lashes
and such imprisonment shall not exceed one month. ,

35. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any such master, manager, or
lawful employer, to seize and retain to his own use any gunpowder, guns, swords,pistols, or
fire-arms of any description whatsoever, or any other offensive weapon unlawfully in thepos-
session of any apprenticed labourer.

36. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer quitting or attempting to
uit this Island, without the permission in writing of his ot her employer, shall, on conviction

thereof before any special justice, be sentenced to hard labour in the house of correction or
the penal gang of the parish for a term not exceeding six months, or to receive any number
of stripes not exceeding 50.

37. And be it further enacted, that in all cases wherein any apprenticed labourer shal]
have been convicted of having absented himself or herself from the service of his or her
employer without reasonable cause for more than one day at a time, or during 14 days, such
time so lost to such employer shall be made up to him or her by such apprenticed labourer
out of his or her own time, not exceeding 15 hours in each week; provided that such
extra service or compensation shall not be compellable after the expiration of seven years,

38. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall, by wilful neglect or
indolenée during his or her own time, suffer his or her house or provision ground to fall into
decay and bad order, it shall and may be lawful for the employer of such apprenticed la-
bourer, with the sanction in writing of any special justice, to be obtained upon proof before
him of such neglect or indolence, to put the house or provision ground of such apprenticed —
labourer into proper order for his or her comfort and support, and to deduct an equivalent
quantity of labour from his or her own time, not exceeding 15 hours in any oneweek,

89. And be it enacted, that on every plantation the special justices shall appoint one or
more of the apprenticed labourers thereon, with the consent of the master or manager, to
be constables, who shall be empowered to maintain peace and order on such plantation,
under the directions of the proprietor or manager thereof, and to secure and place in confine-
ment any apprenticed labourer who shall commit any offence on such plantation, or any
apprenticed labourer not employed on such plantation, who may be found loitering thereon
without the knowledge or permission of the proprietor or manager thereof; such apprentice
confined as aforesaid not to be kept in custody longer than shall be necessary to procure the
attendance of the special justice: provided always, that if the attendance of a special justice
cannot be procured within 24 hours, it shall and may be lawful for the proprietor or manager
aforesaid to order the release of such apprentice so confined as aforesaid, after the expiration
of 24 hours: provided nevertheless, that in the event of such apprentice being discharged as
aforesaid, the proprietor or manager shall and he is hereby required to prefer the complaint
on which such apprentice was confined, before the special Justice, when he shall next come
upon the estate; and provided that nothing shall be construed to give to any such constable
any power or authority over any of His Majesty’s subjects, except such apprenticed

urers.

40. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer or labourers shall resort to
@ special justice, to complain against his, her or their employer, and that such complaint
shall be adjudged frivolous or groundless, it shall be lawful for such special justice to punish
such complainingParties, by adjudging them to repay double the extent of time which may
have been lost to his or her employer, not exceeding 15 hours in any one week, or such other
punishment by stripes, not exceeding 20.

41. And be it enacted, that for all offences where punishment by flogging is authorized to
be awarded by this Act, it shall be lawful for the special justices, in case such offences shall
be committed by females, to sentence such females to solitary confinement for any period not
exceeding 10 days.

42. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any special justice to substitute

solitary confinement in any case where punishment by flogging or hard labour is herein-
before directed, provided such solitary confinement shall not exceed, for any offence and at

one time, 10 days.

43. And be it further enacted, thatin all cases of solitary confinement, the person so con-
fined shall be fed on such diet as the special justice shall direct, and no other.

44. And be it further enacted, that all other inferior misdemeanors and other crimes com-

mitted by apprenticed labourers against each other, or against the person entitled to his or
her services, or against any other person, and not hereinbefore specified, shall be heard and
determined before any justice appointed by special commission, reasonable notice of the time
and place of such trial being given to the person entitled to the services of the apprentice
complained egainst, where such person so entitled to his or her services is not the complain-
ant; and such justice shall, upon conviction of such apprentice, order and direct such
punishment tobe inflicted as he shall think proper, not exceeding 50 lashes, nor three

months’ imprisonment to hard labour, nor 20 days’ solitary confinement:provided that
nothing
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nothing in this clause contained shall be taken to authorize such magistrate to sentence any Proviso: Females not
female apprentice to be flogged or beaten: andfrovided alsc, thatnothing herein contained tobefloggedor beaten.

shall be deemed or taken to deprive any of His Majesty’s subjects of his or her right to pro- Proviso: Other persons

ceed against any such apprentice in any of the superior courts of this sland, or any court of ay icesincate of
quarter session or common pleas, for remedy against anyapprentice for any wrong or injury justice for wrongs or

done or committed to or against the person orproperty ofsuch subject: and provided also, injuries,
that when any apprenticed labourer shall be convicted of indolence or neglect, or improper For indolenceor neg-
erformance of work, the special justice before whom such conviction shall take place may, fect,orimpropesPer.. ° «a . : p>

if he sees fit, sentence the offender, either alone or in addition to the punishment b flogging prenticeamaybefurther
or hard labour hereinbefore directed, to labour for any such number of hours or days in his compelled, on convie-
or her own time, for the benefit of the person entitled to his or her services, as the justice of to t labourforem-: : . 1 certain
the case may seem to require, not exceeding 15 hours in any one week. Pood Pie

45. And be it further enacted, that in cases in which the food of any such predial Predialapprentices to
apprenticed labourer is supplied, not by the delivery to him or her of provision, but by the be spplitenate for
cultivation, by such praedial apprenticed labourer, of grounds set apart for the growth of pro- Support, under penalty,
visions, the person entitled to their services shall and are hereby required, during the but during apprentice-
term of such apprenticeship and no longer, to provide such predial apprenticed labourer with *hip only.
ground adequate, both in quality and quantity, for his or her support, and within a reason-~
able distance from his or her usual place of abode, under a penalty not exceeding 51. for
each offence.

46. And whereas it is necessary that proper regulations should be made and established,
as to the extent of such provision grounds hereinbefore mentioned, and as to the distance at
which such grounds may be so allotted from the ordinary place of abode of such predial
apprenticed labourer; be it enacted, that for the p ses of this Act, all grounds hitherto Regulations as to ex-
allotted to every slave during such his or her state of slavery, for his maintenance and su tentorsuchYrounds for
port, shall, during the term of his or her apprenticeship, in quantity, quality and locality, be P™°™ *PPrentces
deemed adequate and proper for the maintenance and support of every predial apprenticed
labourer, unless good and sufficient cause be shown to the contrary: provided and be it Proviso: They mustsa-
enacted, that such predial or non-predial apprenticed labourer shall satisfy, in case of ‘SY special justices, in7 os . . of laint, that©
complaint, such special justice that he has kept his ground in a due and proper state of they have Kepttheir

cultivation. grounds in cultivation.

47. And whereas one day in every fortnight has heretofore been allowed to the slaves for
the cultivation of their provision grounds, so as to make the number of days 26 in the year,
for the purpose aforesaid, exclusive of Sundays and holidays: and whereas a provision made
in this Act confines the hours of labour, which the master is entitled to from such predial
apprenticed labourer, to 45 hours, or five days, of nine hours each in any one week: and
whereas a further allowance for the cultivation of their grounds, and the raising and securing
the crops grown thereon, is allotted to them by the Act of the Imperial Parliament herein-
before recited ; be.it enacted, that from and after the 1st day of August next, every preedial Further allowance of
apprenticed labourer shall be entitled to four hours and one half of an hour out of the 46 time forthe working
weekly working hours hereinbefore mentioned, for the cultivation of his or her grounds; and Pei enn
such portion of time shall be allowed to each apprentice, either on an day or days in any Ost notbeinjurious to
one week, or by any number of days consecutively, at such period of the year as may bethecultivation, &c. of
deemed by the possessor or manager of such property least detrimental and injurious to the ©™Ployer’s plantation.
cultivation of the plantation on which he or she shall reside, and the gathering in of the crop,
and the manufacture of the produce thereof; and any person entitled to the service of an
such preedial apprenticed labourer, who shall refuse to allow such portion,of time to any suc
labourer, shall be subject and liable to a penalty of 40s. for each offence, to be recovered as
hereinafter provided : provided always, that such number of days so allowed to the APPTEN- Provisoes:
ticed labourer shall not exceed three consecutive days at one time: provided and it shall and Threeconsecutive days
may be lawful for the employer and the apprentice to enter into an agreement in writing, of oyt be allowed. —
which a copy shall be given to the apprentice, to pay to the said apprentice such sum as Money maypePaidia
may be agreed on between them in lieu of time: and provided also, that in the event of the written agreement.
non-payment of the sum agreed on, at such times as shall be stipulated in the said ‘agreement, Ineventofnon-pay-
it shall and may be lawfalfor the special justice, on the application of the apprentice, of ment, justiceto proceed
which the employer shall have due notice, to issue a warrant against the goods of such em- againstemploye? 5a
ployer, for the amount of the money due at the time of such application, which warrant yes
any constable within the parish or district may and he is hereby required to execute, and make

e of the goods so taken under the warrant, unless the amount for which the same is issued
shall be paid within three days; and the money to be received or levied under such warrant
shall, immediately after the receipt thereof by such constable, be paid over to the said
apprentice,

_ 48. And whereas in certain parts ofthis Island there may not be lands proper for the cul- Where grounds are un-
tivation of provisions, or by reason of long continuance of dry weather or other casualty the productive, other means
grounds hitherto appropriated for negro grounds may be rendered unproductive ; ‘be it %suphort Mustbepro-

. . . 2 yenacted, that in such case the master, owner or other person entitled to the services of such diminution of the time
apprenticed labourer, shall by some other ways and means make good and ample provision belonging to appren-
for all such apprenticed labourers to whose services they shall be entitled, in order that they "°*
may be properly supported and maintained, under a penalty not exceeding 40s. for each
offence :provided always, that in such case no diminution of the 45 hours as hereinbefore
mentioned shall take place.

278, 49, And
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Hew complaints of ap» 49. And be it further enacted, that all complaints made by any apprenticed labourer
prentices are to be against the person entitled to his or her services, touching any fraud practised, or refusal to
heard and decided. furnish any such apprenticed labourer with sufficiency of provision ground, or of other means

of maintenance and support in cases where such apprentice hath no provision ground, or of
illegally and improperly withholding from such apprentice any portion of the time allowed
him or her to cultivate such ground, or of imposing task-work on any apprentice labourer
contrary to the provisions of this Act, or of breach of any contract on the part of any person
engaging the voluntary services of any apprenticed labourer, or of any cruelty, injustice or
other wrong or injury done to or inflicted upon any apprenticed labourer by the person
entitled to his or her services, shall be heard, adjudged and determined before any one or
more special justice or justices; and he or they’1s or are empowered to punish any offender
in any of these respects last-mentioned with a fine not exceeding 5/.; and for default of
Bods and chattels whereon to levy such fine the offender shall be committed to gaol until
e or she shall pay or satisfy the same, but such imprisonment shall not exceed five davs:

Proviso: Apprentices provided, that not. 6 herein contained shall be deemed or taken to bar or destroy the right
myPeae ae of any apprenticed labourer to proceed in the supreme or assize courts, or the courts of quar-
juries done them or —«te Session or commonpleas, for any wrong or injury done to or committed against his or
their property. her property or person by any person whomsoever.

Task-work, incases of 50. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in cases where it shall be
necessity, maybeim- necessary for the cultivation of any plantation, sugar-work, pen or other settlement, or forposed,withconsent of ary . yP ga pen. 7special justices; gathering in or manufacturing the crops and produce thereof, to impose task-work on the

predial apprenticed labourers thereof or working thereupon, it shall be lawful for any special
and willingness of ma- Justice to sanction such task-work, provided such apprenticed labourers, ora majority ofthe
jority ofadult appren- adults among them, shall be willing and desirous collectively to undertake the same.
taces.

Work may be done 51. And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any employer and ap-
either by dayor task,es_prenticed labourer mutually to contract together for work to be done either by the day or by
employer and apprentice the task for such wages or consideration as they may agree upon; provided always, that suchmay contract for, but . , resanctioned by special Contracts or engagements shall be sanctioned by a special justice, and that no such agree=
justice, and for one = ment shall be for a longer period than one year, and that no task-work shall be imposed
year only, &c. upon any body of apprenticed labourers except by consent ofa majority thereof.
Indentures to be as 52. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all indentures of appren-
thoseused in England. ticeship of children required by this Act shall be, as nearly as the nature of the case will

admit, in conformity with and upon the same terms and conditions as indentures of appren-
ticeship of children made by the parochial or municipal authorities in any parish or town in
England, and shall be recorded in the Secretary’sOftce of this Island.

53. And whereas it is necessary that provision should be made for ensuring promptitude
and dispatch, and for preventing all unnecessary expense in discharge by the justices hold-
ing special commissions of the jurisdiction and authorities by this Act committed to them,
and for enabling such justices to decide in a summary way such questions as may be brought
before them in that capacity, and for the division of this Island into districts for the purposes
of such jurisdiction, and for the frequent and punctual visitation by such special justices of
the apprenticed labourers within their districts; and it is also necessary that regulations
should be made for indemnifying and protecting such special justices of the peace in the

Governorempoweredto upright execution and discharge of their duties; be it therefore enacted by the authori
divide the Island into oresaid, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor of this Island,
districts, for thePur shall and he is hereby authorized, required and empowered to make division of the Island
Poses ‘ into districts for the purposes of this Act, which division shall be made and set out bymetes

and bounds to be laid down and expressed according and with reference to Robertson’s maps
recorded in the Secretary’s Office of this Island, and any proclamation to be issued by the
Governor, or person executing the functions of Governor, shall carry into effect such division

Proviso: Kingston Of districts as aforesaid: provided always, that the city of Kingston shall not be taken to bé
excluded. included and comprised within any of such districts or divisions.

Visitation, and forwhat © 54. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the special justices to be
purposes, of special © appointed for each district, or some other special justice, shall visit each plantation, sugar-
serwhichthon’crespe work, pen or settlement within such district upon or to which there shall be attached, or
dial apprentices,exe upon which there shall be working any number of preedial apprenticed, labourers.exceeding
ceeding 40. 40, one day at least in every 14 days, and oftener if required, for the purpose of hearingand

determining the several matters and things by this Act declared to be within their authority
and jurisdiction; and such special justicesshall for that purpose have full and free ingress
and egress into and out of all such plantations, sugar-works, ns or other settlements with-
out hindrance or molestation at any time between sunrise and sunset; and shall also have
power, for the purpose of investigating any complaint, to cause to be brought before him any
of the apprenticed labourers belonging to or upon the said plantation, sugar-work, pen or other
settlement; and shall have such powers to summon and enforce the attendance of witnesses
as is hereinbefore giver to justices of the peace to compel the attendance of witnessesincases
of compulsory discharge from apprenticeship; and such special justice may, if he pass sen-
tence of confinement upon such apprentice, and if he shall sec fit, to direct that confinement
shall take place upon the plantation or settlement to which such apprentice shall belong, or
be then working upon.

Offenders on properties And be it furtherenacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the person entitled to the ser-
on which there areless yy; : ; ivi tationthan 40, maybe taken VICES of any apprenticed labourer working upon or attached to or living at any pla oH
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or settlement. upon which there shall be less than 40 apprentices, shall be at liberty to carry totheplantation where
any offending apprentice before any special justice at the plantation or settlement at which justices may be sitting.
such special justice shall sit by virtue of this Act, nearest to the place where such offences
shall have been committed, or to any place within the district where such special justice
shall sit, provided suchplace shall be nearer than any plantation or settlement at whichProvisoastolocality of
such special justice shall so sit; and any apprenticed labourer attached to or working upon,places where special
or living’ upon any plantation or settlement upon which there are less than 40 apprentices, “ seetic e ” refer
may in like-manner prefer bis or her complaint for any offences committed against him orthe complaintsin like
her before the special justice at the plantation or settlement at which such special justice manner as above pro-
shall sit nearest to the place where such offence shall have been committed, or in any place Vided against them,
within the district where such justice shall sit, provided as aforesaid, that such place shall
be nearer than any plantation or settlement at which any special justice shall so sit; pro- Proviso: After police
vided, that when and so soon as police stations shall be appointed under and by virtue ofstationsare appointed,
any Act of the Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island in any of such districts, all cratationhouse, e
such offences as aforesaid committed by or against apprentices upon plantations or settle-
ments having less than 40 apprentices may heard and determined before such special
justice at such station-house.

56. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that a special justice of the In Kingston, special
peace shall sit in the city of Kingston once every day, from the hoursoften to three, to hear Jiraeto 08
and determine upon the several matters and things within their authority and jurisdiction “9 °
as aforesaid; and all cases arising or offences committed within the jurisdiction of such
special justice in all other towns and villages in this Island, shall be heard and determined
by such special justice at any plantation, settlement or place at which he shall sit: provided Proviso: Powers of
always, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or. be construed to extend, to abrogate peescomnts, oFof
or take away the powers by law vested in the supreme courts of record, or the superior tice,notabroga
courts of civil and criminal justice in this Island.

57. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall, during his or her Wilfal absence of ap-
apprenticeship, wilfully absent himself or herself from the service of his or her employer for Pret hoeteen
a period exceeding three months at any one time, may be sentenced by any special justice, abie.
either to serve his or her employer after the expiration of his or her apprenticeship for so
long a time as he or she shall have absented himself or herself from such service, or to make
satisfaction to his or her employer for the loss sustained by such absence (except so far as
he or she shall have made satisfaction for such absence, either out of such extra bours as
aforesaid or otherwise); provided that such extra service or compensation shall not be com- But not after seven
pellable after the expiration of seven years next after the termination of the apprenticeship Y°*™
of such apprentice.

58. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be compelled or com-Apprentices nottobe
pellable to labour on Sundays, except in works of necessity or in domestic services, or in theSundaysexeneeae
protection of property, or in tending of cattle; nor shall any apprenticed labourer, except as works of necessity, &c,
aforesaid, be liable to be hindered or prevented from attending anywhere on Sundays for%¢tto be hindered from
religious worship at his or her free will or pleasure, but shall be at full hberty so to do attending anywhere for
without any let, denial or interruption whatsoever. religionsworship

59. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the Ist day After 1 August 1834,
of August 1834, no person whomsoever shall on Sunday expose for. sale in any market, or Sunday marketsto be
in any shop or other place, any goods, wares or merchandize orProvisions, under a penalty * .
not exceeding 5/. for every offence; provided, that in case the goods or provisions so Goods exposed after
exposed for sale shall not exceed in salue the sum of 51, the same may, in lieu of such sale,tobe seized.
penalty, be forfeited, by order of any justice of the peace, for the benefit of the poor of the
parish in which such offence is committed; and provided also, that nothing herein shall
extend to prevent the keeping open of any druggist’s shop, tavern or lodging-house, or the After] August, predial
sale of fresh meat, fresh fish or milk on Sunday, such sale, however, not to take place in pbourers fo pave Satur
any town or village during the celebration of divine service therein; and that from and after ox tions as to certain
the lst day of August 1834, Saturday in each week shall be the day given to every preedial employments of predial
labourer; provided, that preedial labourers employed in works of necessity, tending cattle, l#bourers, who are to° . . : . ee h bh idomestic services and in protecting property, shall have some other day in tou of Saturday. lien of Saterday) ™

60. And be it enacted, that in all cases of urgent necessity it shall be lawful for the owner In casesof urgentne=
or other persons in management of such property, where such necessity shall occur, to requireondContinuedevn
and compel the immediate and continued service of any or all of the apprenticed labourers of apprentices may be

‘ ed,during such emergency. compel}
61. And be it enacted, that no such apprenticed labourer shall, during the continuance of Apprentices cannot besuch theirapprenticeship, be liable to be arrested or imprisoned for debt, or be liable to bearrested fordebt, and

called on, or be competent to serve in the militia of this sland, or to serve as a juror. serve in the militiaor
as jurors. '

62. And be it enacted, that all such apprenticed Jabourers shall, during the term of such They are disqualifiedtheir apprenticeship, be and they are hereby disqualified from being elected members of from holding certainAssembly, vestrymen, common councilmen, or aldermen, or churchwardens, or coroners, or offices.mevoting at any election for any of the offices aforesaid, or being appointed justices of thee.

68. And be it further enacted, that if any slave or slaves shall be guilty of any offence Slaves guiltyof offencesHow triable under an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the Government of Slaves,” and not be wnder slave law, not278. brought tried before 2 August
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brought to trial before the 1st day of August 1834, it shall and may be lawful to bring such
slave or slaves to trial under and by virtue of the powers and provisions of this Act, and ta
award such punishment as the law provides.

64. And whereas it may be necessary that, for the purpose of allotting a proportion of
the compensation fund to such persons wn this Island as are entitled thereto, an carrying the
other provisions of this Ac into effect, certain commissioners should be appointed;be it
enacted, that the Governor or person exercising the functions of Governor is hereby empow-
eredto appoint and nominate such number of commissioners for that purpose as he shall
think fit.

65. And be it further enacted, that no remuneration shall be given for and in respect of
the execution of the said commission to such of the said commissioners as shall be members
of the House of Assembly of this Island.

66. And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners may examine upon oath, or
affirmation if a Quaker (which oath or affirmation they, or any of them, are and is hereb
authorized to administer), all persons who shall appear before them to be examined as wit-
nesses touching any matters or things which may Ee depending, or touching any questions
which may arise in the execution of the powers vested in the said commissioners by this
Act; and may also receive any affidavits or depositions in writing, upon oath or affirmation
touching such matters or things as aforesaid, which shall be made before any justice of the
peace of any county or shire, or any magistrate of any borough or town corporations in
Great Britain or Ireland where or near which the person making such affidavit or deposition
shall reside, or before the chief justice or any other judge of any of the courts of record
or the supreme court of judicature in this Island, and certified and transmitted to the said
commissioners under the hand and seal of such justice or magistrate, chief justice or judge
(and which oath or affirmation every such justice or magistrate shall be and is hereby autho
rized and empowered to administer); provided, that in every such affidavit’or deposition
there shall be expressed the addition of the party making such affirmation or deposition, and
the particular place of his or her abode.

67. And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons, upon examination on oath
or affirmation before the said commissioners respectively, or if any person or persons making
any such affirmation or deposition as before mentioned, shall wilfully and corruptly give
false evidence, or shall in such affirmation, affidavit or deposition wilfully or corruptly swear,
affirm or allege any matter or thing which shall be false or untrue, every such person or
persons so offending, and being thereof duly convicted, shall be and is and are hereb
declared to be subject and liable to the pains and penalties of persons convicted of wilful
and corrupt perjury.

68. And be it further enacted, that all fines and penalties imposed by this Act shall be
recovered before any special justice of the peace by warrant of distress and sale of the
offender’s goods and chattels, to be applied for the use of the public of this Island.

69. And be it further enacted, that no duty by stamps shall be imposed on any document
or proceeding required by this Act.

70. And be it enacted, that a certain statute, made in the 52d year of his late Majesty
King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to repeal certain Acts, and amend other Acts
relatingto Religious Worship and Assemblies, and Persons teaching and preaching therein,”
shall be and is hereby declared to be im force in this Island: provided nevertheless, that any
two or more justices of the peace holding special commission under the 3 & 4 Will. [V,, c. 73,
shall have, exercise and enjoy all and every the jurisdiction, powers and authorities what-
soever which by force and virtue of the said Act are within the realm of England had,
exercised and enjoyed by the several justices of the peace, and by the general and quarter
sessions therein mentioned.

71. And be it enacted, that this Act may be altered, varied, amended or explained by any
other Act or Acts to be passed this session.

 

—No. 2.—
Jamaica ss.

AN ACT to repeal part of an Act, 4 Will. IV. c. 41, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition
of Slavery in this Island, in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the
Industry of the Manumitted Slaves; and to declare the 52 Geo. 3, c. 155, in force mn
this Island ;” and to explain and amend, and in aid of the said Act:—Passed 4th
July 1834.

Wuereas it is expedient and necessary to explain and amend certain parts of an Act
of the 4 Will. IV. c, 41, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in
consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves;
and to declare the 52 Geo. 3, c. 155, in force in this Island ;” be it therefore enacted by the
Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by
the authority of the same, that the proviso at the end of the fourth clause of the said Act
shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. And
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And it is hereby enacted, that no person of the age of 12 years and upwards shall be

included in either of the two classes of predial apprenticed labourers in the said Act men-

tioned, unless such person shall, for 12 calendar months at the least next before the 28th

ary of August 1833, have been habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufactuie
of colonial produce.

And whereas doubts have arisen whether under the said Act persons having a limited right
to the services of apprentices, or who hold apprentices which are subject to trusts, limita-
tions and incumbrances, have powerto discharge such apprentices from the term of their
apprenticeship or any part thereof; be it therefore enacted, that any person entitled to the
services of any apprenticed labourer, and which apprenticed labourer shall be subject to any
trust or limitation, or any femme coverte, or guardian or guardians ofa person of nonage, or
committee of a lunatic or insane person, shall be entitled to the services of any apprenticed
labourer, and shall be desirous todischargesuch apprentice, such person is authorized and
required to apply to the nearest special justice under the said Act, who shall thereupon give
notice twice in the county newspapers of his intention to proceed to value the saidappren-
ticed labourer; and such justice shall, at a time and place y him to be appointed, associate
with him one other justice of the peace ; and such two justices shall proceed to fix a value
upon such apprenticed labourer, which valuation shall be binding and conclusive on all par-
ties; and the amount of the value so fixed by such two magistrates shall be paid, applied or
invested in such manner and way, and in such parts and proportions as the compensation money
for such apprenticed labourer under an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 73,
shall have been awarded, paid and applied, or invested: provided always, that in case such
compensation money shall not have been paid or awarded, then that the amount of the value
so fixed by the said two justices shall be paid into the office of the receiver-general, there
to remain until such compensation money shall be awarded, and then to be paid out or in-
vested, in conformity with such award or compensation, under an order of any judge or
justice of the grand or assize courts of this Island.

And be it further enacted, that upon the amount of such value being so paid into the
receiver-general’s chest, or paid to the person entitled to receive the same, or invested as
aforesaid, the said two justices shall discharge such apprentice from the term of his appren-
ticeship, and shall grant a certificate of discharge in the form laid down in the 10th clause of
the hereinbefore recited Act of the 4 Will. IV. c. 41.

And whereas it is necessary to regulate uniformity in the hours of labour, be it enacted,
that on all sugar estates and other plantations, field labour shall commence with sunrise and
terminate with sunset, giving such cessation in the middle of the day as, with the usual half
hour allowed forbreakfast, shall reduce the actual time of labour to nine hours in the day:
rovided always, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the employer and the labourers

from making any other arrangements as to the hours of labour which they may mutually
agree upon.

And be it enacted, that it shall be the duty of every employer to intimate to the labourers
in his or her employment the commencement and the close of the legal hours of labour, by
the usual mode of ringing a bell or blowing a horn or shell, or any other signal, which shall
be always of such a nature as to be distinctly visible or audible to the several predial ap~
prenticed labourers in the service of any such person.

And whereas apprenticed labourers not being over 50 years of age, nor incapable from
mental or bodily infirmity of earning a subsistence, may under the seventh clause of the
Abolition Act be voluntarily discharged by their employers: And whereas such discharged
labourers may afterwards become destitute, and give rise to doubts as to the condition in
which they were discharged, and the consequent liability of the employer to provide for their
support and maintenance; be it enacted, that every master or employer who shall voluntarily
discharge any apprenticed labourer or labourers, such master or employer shall in every
such case bring such labourer or labourers before the vestry of the parish in which he shail
reside, to be approved and recorded according to the seventh clause of the Abolition Act ;
and in case any master or employer shall discharge any apprenticed labourer or labourers
without having so produced them to the inspection of the vestry as aforesaid, then and in
every such case such master or employer shall, in the event of such labourer or labourers
being found in a state of destitution, be held liable for their support and maintenance for
the remaining term of the apprenticeship.

And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be unable from sick-
ness to attend to his or her usual labour, such labourer shall without delay repair to the
plantation hospital, and there shall receive the same medical care and attention as has here-
tofore been customary, and shall in like manner be subject to all such necessary sanatory
restraint and control as the medical attendant shall direct; and in case any apprenticed
labourer shall absent himself or herself in the morning from his or her usuallabour upon
pretext of indisposition, such labourer so offending shall, upon conviction thereof before any
special justice, be compelled to make up such loss ‘of time to the employer, in the samemanner as in the case of absence from the field.
Provided always, and be it further enacted, that where there shall be no hospital, the said

the heed labourers shall receive such medical attendance and relief as is now customary insland,

278. And
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And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer or labourers who shall be con-
victed before any special justice of having wantonly cut down or damaged any fruit or other
trees, or of having wantonly pulled down or injured any house or outhouse upon the pro-

rty of his, her or their employer, such apprenticed labourer or labourers so convicted, shall
e sentenced to hard labour in the house of correction or penal gang of the parish for a term

not exceeding three months, or to receive any number of stripes not exceeding 39, or if a
female, to hard labour not exceeding 20 days.

And whereas doubts have arisen as to the meaning of the words, “ urgent necessity,” in
the 60th clause of the said Act, for removal thereof, be it enacted, that such words shall be
deemed and taken to mean cases of hurricane, tempest, earthquake, flood, fire or other mis-
fortune, the act of God, and which could not have been prevented by previous due caution
on the part of the employer; and that any person who shall otherwise compel any predial
apprenticed labourer to work beyond the legal number of hours, save and except in conformit
with the 47th and 50th, and 51st clauses of the said last-mentioned Act, shall be deemed
and taken to have committed an offence against the said Act.

And be it further enacted, that no action or suit shall be brought or commenced by any
person againstany special justice for any act, matter or thing done by him in the execution
of the said Act of 4 Will. 1V.c. 41, or of this Act, or of any Act passed in aid of or to ex-
plain and amend the said Act of the 4 Will. IV. c. 41, unless notice of bringing such action
shall have been served on such special justice, or left at his usual or last place of abode, at
least one month previous to such action being brought; and if a verdict shall be given for
the defendant in any such action or suit, or the plaintiff therein shall be nonsuited, or such
action shall be discontinued for want of going to trial, the plaintiff therein shall pay to the
defendant treble the amount of his full cost out of purse expended by him in the defence of
the said action or suit.

And be it further enacted, that if any such special justice against whom any action or suit
shallbe so brought, shall at any time after such notice given, before the trial of the said
action, tender to the said plaintiff sufficient amends for such wrong or injury in respect of
which such action has been so brought, and submit to pay the cost of suit up to that time
incurred, and if the plaintiff shall refuse to accept such amends and costs, and the verdict
shall be given for the plaintiff for the sum so tendered, or a lesser sum, then the court shall
order and direct the plaintiff, out of such damages, to deduct the full costs of purse of the
defendant, and an execution shall be lodged only for the amount ofsuch damages after such
deduction.

And be it further enacted, that no action or suit shall be brought against any special
justice in respect of any act, matter or thing by him done in pursuance of the said Act of
4 Will. IV. c. 41, or of this Act, or of any Act to be passed in aid of or to explain and amend
the said Act of 4 Will. 1V. c. 41, unless the same shall be commenced within six months after
such cause of action shall have accrued.

And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be convicted before
any special justice ofaiding and abetting any other apprenticed labourer in quitting or
attempting to quit the Island, without the written consent of his or her employer, suchap-
prenticed labourer so convicted shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any
time not exceeding three months, and if a male, to whipping not exceeding 50 stripes, or to
three months’ imprisonment with hard labour.

And be it further enacted, that any person not being an apprenticed labourer, who shall
remove or assist in removing any apprenticed labourer from this Island in any boat or vessel,
without the written consent of his or her employer, such person shall for every apprenticed
labourer he or she shall remove or assist in removing from this Island, forfeit the sum of 1001,
current money of Jamaica, to the use of the employer of such apprenticed labourer, to be
recovered as servants’ wages, before any two justices of the peace.

vants’ wages are made recoverable. / :
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And be it further enacted, that all apprenticed labourers whose ordinary occupation is on
the sea, as fishermen or mariners, shall be registered as such at the office of the special jus-
tice of the district; and any apprenticed labourer engaging in such occupation, without-
being first so registered, except with the consent of his employer, shall be lable on convic-
tion thereof on the complaint of his employer, to imprisonment with hard labour for any
time not less than six weeks nor exceeding three months, or to whipping not exceeding 39
stripes.

And be it enacted, that when any apprenticed labourer shall without leave have absented
himself or herself for one entire week or upwards from the service of his or her employer,
such employer shall report the name and description of such deserter to the sub-inspector
of the district, that a record may be kept of all such deserters, and every means used for

to accomplish which, a reward of 20s. shall be paid
to the person who shall apprehend and secure any such deserter, and which, in the first in-
stance, shall be charged to and paid by the employer, but repaid to him or her out of such
deserter’s own time, 1 such manner as a special justice shall direct.

And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made appear to the satisfaction ofany two
special justices of the peace, that any apprenticed labourers have without lawful authonty
established themselves in any part of the Island as a distinct community, habitually aban-

oning
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doning and neglecting to perform the duties imposed on them by law, such justice of the sion, justices shall
oon all caze any such community to be dislodged by the police of the district, and if use police to destroy. settlements, if neces-
necessary shall also cause their settlements to be taken down and destroyed. sary.

And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer rho shall beconvicted before Apprentice convicted
such special justice of the eace of having een a member of any such community as afore as aforesaid, shall be

id shall be adjudged to imprisonment with hard labour for any term not exceeding six imprisoned, &c.
months ; and if a male, to whipping not exceeding 50 stripes, or imprisonment with hard
labour for any term not exceeding six months. ‘

And be it further enacted, that if any person shall harbour, conceal or clandestinely or Persons harbouring Ia
fraudulently employ any apprenticed labourer who maybe absent from the service of his preety hads
or her employer without leave, every such person80 offending shall for every such offence, upon conviction, to pay
upon conviction thereof before any two or more Justices of the peace, in case the party afineof 104, for each,
complained against be not an apprenticed labourer,but if an apprenticed labourer, then tos cachperday
before'the special justice of the district, on the complaint of the employer or employers of ~"
such apprenticed labourers, be adjudged to pay and shall pay to the person or persons enti-
tled to the services of such apprenticed labourer, the sum of 102. current money of this
Island, for each and every such apprenticed labourer so harboured, ‘concealed or clandes-
tinely or fraudulently employed, and the further sum of 10s. like current money, per day,
for each.and every such apprenticed labourer, for each and every day or part of a day such
offenderor offenders shall be proved to have so harboured, concealed or fraudulently or
clandestinely employed any such apprenticed labourers; and upon the hearing of any such
complaint, it shall and may be lawful for such justices of the peace, and they arehereby
authorized and empowered, if they shall see just cause, to examine the party complained
against upon his or her oath touchmg the matter of such complaint; and in case the party Party accused to be
accused being legally summoned, the service of which summons shall be 10 days at least fore comalaintwheel,
before the hearingof.such complaint, and return thereof made on oath by the constable who andin whe af none
shall have executed such summons, shall, without some reasonable cause to be allowed ofattendance, judgmentto
by-such justices, fail to attend the hearing ofsuch complaint, thejustices shall give judgment > given.
therein for the said sum of 101. against such offender, and in failure of the payment ‘of such In failure of payment,
fine or penalty,‘such person shall be and stand committed by warrant under the hands and 1sCommitted to gaol
seals of the.said justices, to the common gaol, for-a period not exceeding six months; and ;
such justices are hereby required, if necessary, to issue either a search warrant for the appre- Ifnecessary, justices
hension of such apprenticed labourer, or a summons to the party accused, requiring him or ™Yfortheapprehen-
her to produce euch apprenticed labourer at the time of hearing such complaint, in order sionof apprenticed la-
that he or she may be delivered over to his or her employer, and in failure, unless it shal] bourer, on a summons
appear on the oath of such party accused, that he or she cannot procure the attendance ofrequireaka
such apprenticed labourer, such justices shall and they are hereby required to issue a war- ticed labourerto be de-
rant for the apprehension of every-such apprenticed labourer, and for searching the premises liveredover toemployer.
of the person or persons convicted under this clause, or any other premises where there shall
be reasonable ground to believe that such apprenticed labour is harboured or secreted: ;
rovided always, that no such warrant shall issue for the apprehension of any apprenticed Proviso.

labourer, unless such warrant shall be signed by a special justice; and such justices are Justices authorizedto
hereby fully authorized to examine such persons on oath, or any other person or persons oathwidensbeube
who may be able to discover where such apprenticed laboureris to be found, and on the fodiensere ap-
apprehension of any such apprenticed labourer, such constable is hereby required to deliver prenticed laboureris
him or her over to a police officer of the districtto which such apprenticed labourer be- eaewhen
longs, to be dealt with according to law; and if the offender be an apprenticed labourer and ineredto police officer
unable to pay the penalties hereby imposed, such apprenticed labourer, if a male, to beofthedistrict.
liable to:whipping not exceeding 39stripes, and if a female, to solitary confinement for any Offenders, how panish-
time not exceeding 10 days, or to hard labour not exceeding three months, or if the offender able.
be.a non-preedial female apprenticed labourer, then and in such case she shall be rmitted,
if able to do so, to make any other ‘satisfaction the injured party shall be willing to re-
ceive: provided always nevertheless, that nothing herein .contained shall extend to the Proviso.
employing of any predial apprenticed labourer on Saturday, or on any other day to which
such preedial apprenticed labourer shall be entitled to his or her earnings, unless the party
employing shall have express and actual notice from the employer of any apprenticed
labourer, or ‘his representative, that such predial apprenticed labourer hath been adjudged
to work on any such Saturday, or any other day as aforesaid, for the benefit of his or her em-
ployer or employers.

And be it further enacted, that if after the expiration or other determination of the term of Afterthe expiration of
apprenticeship of any apprenticed labourer, he or she shall having had three months’ notice theterm ofeetoquit previously to the determination of suchapprenticeship, “yefuse to quit and deliver u previousnoticebegivenpossession of any land, dwelling or building which he or she shall have been permitted or suf- to quit, and they refuse,fered to occupy during his or her state of apprenticeship to his or her employer or employers, tobeco asor to any person or persons acting on his, her or their behalf, every such person shall be ~~""™deemed and considered a trespasser, and it shall and may be lawful in such case for any Justices, upon com-two justices of the peace associated together, upon a complaint made, and the conviction of Plaint being made, tothe offender, to eject such offender from such land, dwelling or building, and inflict such ofesdespunishment not exceeding 101, or imprisonment not exceeding 30 days, as to such justicesshall seem proper, .

_ And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any special justice, and he Special justice may sub-8 hereby authorized and empowered to substitute any given number of hours of work on berofhooof mata
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thetreadmill forany the tread-mill in any house of correction or otherwise, for any of the punishments imposedof the vhsAct tee, by this or any other Act on apprenticed labourers, as he in his discretion shall consider
I necessary and proper.

Employers may, during And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of any such apprenticeship a
apprenticeship,agree  2foresaid, it shall and may be lawful for any employer and apprenticed labourer mutually to
certain sum in the place contract together for a certain sum or sums of money to be paid by such employer to suchand stead of clothing, apprenticed labourer, either by the week or in such other manner as may be agreed upon, in
by dhe lotheloneoF the place and stead of such clothing and other maintenance and allowances as are proviued
4 Will. 4, c. 41, by the 16th clause of the Act of this Island, 4 Will. IV. c. 41: provided always, that such
Proviso. contracts or engagements shall be sanctioned by a special justice.

This Acttobein opera- And be it enacted, that the operation of this or any other law for the governance of the
tion during martial law apprentices shall not be suspended by martial law, any law, usage or custom to the contrar

thereof in anywise notwithstanding. J

The Ist day of August And be it enacted, that the 1st day of August next ensuing shall be and is hereby decl
declared a holiday. — @ holiday throughout the Island. 5 Y declared

By one justiceofthe And whereas doubts have arisen as to the precise meaning of the words “ crimes and mis-
peace, crimes and mis- demeanors,” in the said Act, 4 Will. IV. c. 41; be it enacted, that such crimes and misde-
lemeanors punishable, meanors as are by law cognizable and punishable by one justice of the peace when com-

subject ofHisMajesty. mitted by any subject of His Majesty, shall be cognizable and punishable when committed
madepunishable, when by an apprenticed labourer, by a special justice.
committed by an apprenticed labourer, by a special magistrate.

Nothingcontainedin And be it further enacted, that nothing contained in the proviso to the 49th clause of the
proviso to the 49th said mentioned Act of 4 Will. IV. c. 41, shall be taken to abridge the right of any a -clause of 4 Will. 4, . : . ge the rg Y appren
c. 41, shallbetaken to ticed labourer to proceed in any of the courts of this Island, by indictment or otherwise,
abridge the right ofan jury done committed against hibridge therightof an foranywrong or injury to or committed against his person or property by any person
roceed in any of the °P

courtsofthis Island for wrong, &c.

Act to continueinforce =And be it enacted, this Act shall be in force from the1st day of August next and until
ail $1 December 1835+ the gist day of December 1835, and no longer.
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No. 3. AN ACT to Amend and Explain and Repeal part of an Act passed in the Fourth Year of
the Reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in
this Island, in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the Industry of the
Manumitted Slaves; and to declare the 52 Geo. 3, c. 155, in force in this Island,
and for other purposes.”—(Passed 22 Dec. 1834.)

 

Wuenreas it is necessary that the Act of this Island made and passed on the 12th day of
December 1833, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in considera:
tion of Compensation, and for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and to
declare the 52 Geo. 3, c.155, in force in this Island,” should be amended; be it enacted
by the Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, the 27th, 39th, 44th and
68th clauses of the said Act shall be and are hereby repealed. ;

_And whereas apprenticed labourers are entitled by the said recited Act to purchase their
discharge from apprenticeship upon payment of the value at which their apprenticeship may
be appraised ; be it enacted, that before any order shall be made by the justices on any
such appraisement so to be made as aforesaid, it shall be alleged before the said justices,
that suc apprenticed labourer purposed to be discharged hath at any time during his or her
apprenticeship been convicted in a due course of law of any robbery or theft, and if it shall
be made to appear to them by good and sufficient evidence on oath that such apprenticed
labourer hath during his or her apprenticeship been so convicted of any robbery or theft, the
said justices shall and they are hereby required not to make any order on such appraisement,
and thereupon the same and all other proceedings for the discharge of any such apprenticed
labourer shall be stayed until the expiration of three years of the term of his or her appren-
ticeship, from the time of the conviction of such apprenticed labourer of any such theft or
robbery; and if such apprenticed labourer shall be under such charge before any justice or
court, such justices shail suspend further proceedings on such appraisement until such
apprenticed abourer shall be convicted or acquitted of any such charge, and if convicted the
aforesaid proceedings shall be stayed for the period last aforesaid; and the said justices shall
give a certificate under their hands and seals of such proceedings and adjudication to the
party entitled to the services of the said apprentices, which shall at all times be taken and
received as conclusive evidence.

And whereas it is desirable that one uniform mode of valuation should be in force in this
Island, be it enacted, that the justices in fixing their valuation of any apprenticed labourer
shall ascertain by the examination of witnesses or otherwise the amount in value of the
services of such apprenticed labourer for one year, and after deducting one-third therefrom

0
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to cover all casualties and contingencies, shall multiply the residue at the same ratio for the
remainder of the term to come of his apprenticeship, and the aggregate shall be deemed the
yalue of such apprenticed labourer; or if the apprenticeship shail be within one year of its
expiration, the said justices shall proceed upon the same principle, and fix the value of such
apprenticed labourer in proportion to the time his or her apprenticeship has to run.

And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the owner, proprietor or manager of
every sugar estate so to regulate the hours of labour as to enable him or her, if necessary, to
carry on the manufacture of sugar, when the mill is about, for 18 hours out of the 24,
rovided that no apprenticed labourer, unless by his or her own consent, shall be required to

Jabour for a longer time than nine hours out of the 24, as already provided by law, nor shall

any apprenticed labourer, unless by his or her ‘consent, be required to labour during his or
her own time allotted by law.

And whereas under the provisions of the Abolition Act it may be found impossible to con-
tinue the cultivation of many of the plantations and other settlements in this Island, and it
is expedient and necessary in all such cases that the proprietors should be released from the
‘obligations imposed under the 7th clause of that Act, to provide legal maintenance for their
apprenticed labourers; be it enacted, that every proprietor of suc plantation as aforesaid
who shall have given six months’ notice to the labourers settled thereon and to the nearest
special justice, of his intention to abandon the cultivation thereof, shall be after the expira-
tion of that time relieved from the further maintenance of all such apprenticed labourers;
and that in every such case it shall be the duty of the justice to whom such notice shall have
been given, to have such labourers removed from such plantations or settlements, leaving to
themselves the free choice of the master or masters into whose service they shall desire to
enter, and who may be willing to employ them : provided always, that agricultural labourers
shall not be permitted in such case to remove to the towns, or to relinquish agricultural —
labour, unless they can show to such special justice a satisfactory probability of being able
there to maintain themselves and families; and if such labourers shall refuse to remove as
aforesaid, they shall be deemed vagabonds, and dealt with accordingly.

And whereas doubts have been entertained whether under the said recited Act the courts
of quarter sessions can take cognizance of offences committed by apprentices; be it en-
acted, that for or notwithstanding anything in the said Act contained, it shall be lawful for
the several courts of quarter sessions in this Island to take cognizance of offences committed
by apprentices in the same manner as in cases of free persons.

And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be found wandering as
a vagabond beyond the limits of the plantation of his or her employer, without a written

mmission from such employer, and who shail not be able to give a satisfactory account of
imself or herself, may be apprehended by an estate or other constable and brought before

the nearest justice of the peace, and upon conviction shall be adjudged a vagabond, and
sentenced accordingly; provided that nothing in this clause contained shall be applied to
apprenticed labourers on their way to or from any place of divine worship on the Sabbath-
day, or to or from the Saturday market, or at such market or place, or in their way to or
from their provision grounds during the time allotted to them as their own; and provided
that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or construed to abridge or in anywise interfere
with the full and free use and enjoyment by such apprentices of the time by law allotted to
them as their own.

And be it enacted, that with the permission of the owner or manager of any plantation or
settlement, and not otherwise, it shall and may be lawful for a special justice, and he is
hereby required to establish a penal gang on any such plantation or settlement; and it shall
and may be lawful for a special justice, where any apprenticed labourer has been sentenced
to hard labour in the penal gang, to enrol such apprenticed labourer among the penal gang
of the plantation or settlement to which such apprenticed labourer belongs, if with the per-
mission of the owner or manager a penal gang has been established on such plantation or
settlement.

And be it further enacted, that the special justice may be and he is hereby authorized to
abolish any penal gang established on any plantation or settlement when to such special
justice it may seem meet, and transfer the apprentices doing work in such penal gang to the
penal gang of the parish in which such plantation or settlement is situate, there to work for
such time as shall remain unexpired of his, her or their period of punishment.
And whereas serious injury has arisen in consequence of apprenticed labourers stationed

as watchmen absenting themselves from their posts and otherwise neglecting their duty; be
it enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer stationed as a watchman shal wilfully absent
himself from his post, or shall be ilty of any neglect of duty, by which the property of
his employer shall be damaged, such apprenticed labourer shall upon conviction thereof before
any special justice be sentenced to make good to his employer any damage that may haveeen sustained through his neglect or default, by labour in his own time, or to receive annumber of stripes not exceeding 50; provided always, that no watchman shall be mulct ex-ceeding 30 days’ labour for any neglect of duty.
And whereas the public peace has been endangered by apprenticed labourers, in largenumbers, leaving their homes and travelling to a great distance therefrom under pretext ofTecerving redress of grievances; be it enacted, that if any five or more such apprenticed
278
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labourers shall, without the written authority of their masters or employers, proceed in‘a bod
or in a tumultuous or riotous manner from the estate or plantation to which they areattached
it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the peace, and he is hereby authorized and re.
quired, upon complaint made or knowledge of the fact, to issue a warrant under his hand and
seal to any lawful constable or constables or policemen, to apprehend such apprenticed Ja-
bourers and lodge them in the nearest gaol or house of ¢orrection, there to be kept in safe
custody until the case shall have been heard and determined by due course of law before any
special justice of the peace, who is hereby authorized and empowered to hear and determine
on the same, and if it shall be made to appear to such justices that such apprenticed la-
bourers have quitted their homes without justifiable cause, they shall, if males, be adjudged’
to a public whipping not exceeding 89 stripes; or if females, to solitary confinement‘not
exceeding 10 days, .or to work in the penal gang for a period not exceeding one month: pro-
vided always, that nothing herein contained shall be taken to prevent any apprenticed la~
bourer from freely resorting to the nearest special justice, to procure his attendance on any
plantation in case the apprenticed labourer shall have any grievance to complain of.

And whereas great damage arises to plantations in consequence of hogs and goats bein
suffered to roam at large; be it enacted, that if any hog or goat shall be found at large in
any cane pieces, provision ground, coffee pieces, orchards, gardens or field under cultivation
without the consent of the owner or proprietor thereof, or of his or her manager, it shall be
lawful for the owner, proprietor or manager of the property where such hog or goat shall be
s0 found, to cause such hog or goat so trespassing as aforesaid to be destroyed.

. And be it enacted, that on every plantation the special justices shall appoint-one or more
of the apprenticed labourers thereon, with the consent of the master or manager, to be con-
stables, who shall be empowered to maintainpeace and order on such plantation under the
directions of the proprietor or manager thereof, and to secure and place in confinement any
apprenticed labourer who shall commit any offence on such plantation, or any apprenticed
labourer not employed on such plantation (except the wives of the apprentices legally married
living on such plantation) who may be found loitering thereon without the knowledge or
permission ofthe proprietor or manager thereof; provided that such apprenticed labourer
so confined as aforesaid shall not be kept in custody longer than shall be necessary to pro-
cure the attendance of a special justice, to whom immediate notice shall be given: provided
always, that if the attendance of a special justice cannot be procured within 24 hours,it shall
and may be lawful for thepro rietor or. manager aforesaid, if he shall think proper, to order.

the release of such apprenticed labourer so confined as aforesaid, after the-expiration of 24
hours, and if notdischarzed, such proprietor or manager shall and he is hereby required to
take the said apprenticed labourer before the nearest justice of the peace, who shall there-
upon, if he shall see cause, authorize the further detention of such apprenticed labourer until
the attendance of a special magistrate can be obtained, or, according to the nature of the
offence, commit such apprenticed labourer to the gaol or house of correction, to be dealt with
according to law: provided nevertheless, that in the event of such apprenticed labourer being.
discharged as aforesaid, the proprietor or manager shall and he is hereby required to prefer
the complaint on which such apprentice was confined before the special justice when he
shall next come upon the estate.

And be it further enacted, that all inferior misdemeanors, petty thefts not exceeding in
value 5/., and trespass committed by apprenticed labourers against each other or against
the person entitled to his, her or their services, or against any other person, and not herein-
before specified, may be heard and determined before any justice appointed by special com-
mission, reasonable notice of the time and place of such trial being given to the person
entitled to the services of the apprenticed labourer complained against, where such person so
entitled to his or her services is not the complainant; and such justice shall, upon convic-
tion of such apprenticed labourer, order and direct such punishment to be inflicted as he
shall think proper, not-exceeding 50 lashes, nor three months’ imprisonment to hard labour,
nor 20 days solitary confinement; provided that nothing in this Act, or in the* said recited
Act for the Abolition of Slavery, or in any Act in aid thereof contained, shall be taken to
authorize any justice of the peace to sentence any female apprentice to be flogged or beaten;
and provided also, that nothing herein contained shall be deemed or taken to deprive any of
His Majesty’s subjects of his or her right to proceed against any such apprentice in any. of
the superior courts of this Island, or any court of quarter sessicns or common pleas for.
-remedy against any apprentice for any wrong or injury done or committed to or against the
person or property of such subject.

And be it enacted, that for and notwithstanding anything in the said recited Act contained;
it shall be lawful to sell bread and grass on Sunday, provided the same are notexposed to
sale during divine service. .

And whereas great inconvenience has arisen and may arise from large bodies of apprentices
‘assembled at public meetings; be it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of
‘this Act, it shall not be lawful for any apprenticed labourer or labourers to attend or vote at
any public meeting.

And be it enacted, that if any person or persons shall consider himself or themselves
aggrieved by the proceedings and decisions of any special justice, such person or persons

shall have the right ofappeal against any such decision to the supreme or assize courts.

And.
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And whereas doubts have arisenin many cases whether apprentices, who have beenpartly
employed in agriculture or in the manufacture of colonial produce, and partly employed
otherwise, shall be classed as predial or as non-preedial labourers ; be it therefore enacted,
that in all such cases, if the apprentice and the person or agent of the person entitled to the
services of such apprentice shall appear before any justice holding special commission, and
declare they both agree in which of the said two classes such apprentice shall be placed, the
said apprentice shall be so classed; andsuch jostice shall give a certificate of the facts, and
of which class such. apprentice is placed in, and such apprentice shall thereafter be taken to
belong to such class until the termination of the apprenticeship.

And be it enacted, that no apprentices nor other persons shall, between the hours of nine
in the evening and four in the morning, hold meetings or revels, nor use any drums, gumbays
or. other noisy instrument on any p antation or estate without permiesion of the owner or
manager thereof;and all apprentices or other persons so offending shall be deemed guilty
of insubordination. .

And whereas certain fines and penalties are imposed by the 20th section of an Act
passed on the 4th of July last, intituled, “An Act torepeal part of an Act, 4 Will. IV.
c. 41, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, in consideration
of Compensation, and for. promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and to
declare the 52d Geo. 8, c. 155, in. force in this Island, and to explain and amend and in
aid of the said Act,” upon an person who shall harbour, conceal or clandestinely or fraudu-
lently employ any apprenticed labourer who may be absent from the service of his or her
employer without leave, but no sufficient remedy has been pointed out by which such fines
or penalties may be levied; be it enacted, that in default of payment of any fine or penalties
which may be imposed under the said 20th section of the said recited Act, it shallbe lawful
for the justices awarding such fine or penalties to issue their warrant, directed to the provost-
marshal general, or any of his deputies, or any lawful constable, to levy such fine orpenal-
ties upon the goods and chattels of any such offender, and the same to expose to sale for
payment thereof; and if no such goodsor chattels can be found, and the offender shall make
default in payment, such person shall be and stand committed by warrant under the hand of
the said justices to the common gaol for any period of time not exceeding six calendar
months.

And be it further enacted, that for thePunishment of minor offences of which apprenticed
labourers may be convicted, it shall and may be lawful for any special justice, instead of
commitment to the house of correction, to adjudge such offender or offenders to be kept at
their regular labour upon the estate, and-confined during shell-blow and night for such
period as the nature of the offence shall to suchjustice seem to require,

And be it further enacted, that it may and shall be lawful for any special justice to autho~
rize the reasonable and necessary correction of juvenile delinquent apprentices; provided
always, that such correction shall be with a strap or switch only, and that no female of the
age of 10 years or upwards shall be liable to such correction.
And whereas many plantations are destitute of buildings of sufficient strength for the con-

finement and safe keeping of violent persons who may commit offences; be it enacted, that
in every such case it may and shall be lawful to secure any such offender in the bilboes, in
the same manner as has heretofore been the custom.
~And whereas doubts may arise as to the number of holidays to be given to the apprenticed

labourers; be it enacted, that they shall have the 25th and 26th days of December and
Good Friday.’

And be it enacted, that in case the buildings or works upon any property in this Island
shall be on fire, it shall be the duty of every person domiciled or employed thereon to do
their utmost to extinguish the same; and every person who shall refuse to assist, or shall
wilfully withhold his or her assistance, shall be deemed ilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction, if the offender shall be an apprenticed maleJabourer, shall suffer such punish-
mentby stripes not exceeding 50, and confinement to hard labour in the penal gang for any
period of time not exceeding three months; and if a female, such offender shall, in addition
to hard labour in the penal gang as aforesaid, be sentenced to solitary confinement for an
Period not exceeding 14 days, as a special justice shall direct; or if such offender shall be
2 free person, then upon conviction before any two justices of the peace such person shallsuffer punishment by fine not exceeding 50 L., or imprisonment not exceeding six months.
And be it further enacted, that all fines and penalties imposed by the Acts for the abolition

of slavery, or any Act passed in aidthereof, shall be recovered by warrant of distress and
sale of the offender’s goods and chattels, which sale the person executing the warrant shall
make within five days after the levy made, and shall be paid: over to the receiver-general,and be applied for the use of the public of this Island; and every special justice shall oncein every quarter make a return to the justices and vestry of the parish where the offencemay have been committed, or in the city of Kingston to the mayor and common council, ofevery fine imposed by him in such parish, which return the justices and vestry, and mayorand common council are hereby required to lay before the commissioners of public accountsat their next meeting, or as soon thereafter as may be.
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AN ACT to colonize the Interior Lands of this Isiand, and form a Permanent Police :—
(Passed 12 December 1833.)

Wnerzas an Act passed in the seventh year of the reign of his Majesty King George
the Fourth to promote the habits of industry among the poor of this Island, intituled, “ An
Act to enable the Justices and Vestrymen of the several Parishes in this Island, by the ac.
quisition and settlement of Lands, to furnish Relief to Paupers, and promote habits of Indus-
try among them; to enable the Corporation of the City of Kingston, and the Justices and
Vestrymen of the several Parishes of this Island, to bind out Apprentices, and for other pur-
poses :” and whereas, in forming the towns, villages and farms thereby contemplated, it ig
necessary that a good example should be established, so as to inculcate into the minds of the
uneducated principles of morality, and habits of industry and sobriety: and whereas, the
late rebellion has evinced the absolute necessity of establishing a police, to be continually in
readiness in case of any future insurrection, or danger of an insurrection in this Island: and
whereas, for the better promoting the provisions of the above recited Act, it is expedient
that districts should be formed; be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council and
Assembly of this Island, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority of the same, that each
county shall be divided into two or more police districts, the limits of which from time to
time shall be declared by the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor, b
proclamation, for the purposes of forming townships in the interior lands of the said districts
as depdts for the said police.

And be it further enacted, that a police shall be established in this Island according to
the provisions hereinafter declared.

And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Gover-
nor for the time being, shall be and he is hereby empowered by commission to appoint one
commandant in each township, who shall have full command of the said police in all police
duty, also in all other departments, by the cultivation of the soil and manufactories of all
kinds, and who shall keep books of accounts of all transactions, and make such returns under
the direction of the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Governor for the time
being, as he may direct; and also that the Governor, or the person exercising the functions
of Governor, be empowered to appoint such other officer or officers as may be deemed neces-
sary for carrying into effect the purposes of this Act.

And whereas the security of this Island may be endangered by large numbers of vagrants,
and other idle and disorderly persons assembling in the interior of this Island, and commit-
ting crimes and depredations on the properties situated therein, and by exciting insurrection;
be it therefore enacted, that it shall be lawful for the Governor, or person for the time being
exercising the functions of Governor, to form a station or stations in convenient situations in
every district to be appointed under this Act; and he is hereby empowered to direct the
commandant of each township to place such a number of persons belonging to each township
as aforesaid to each station, and the said persons serving in each station to be changed
alternately as he may deem expedient; and also to constitute all able males from the age of
16 to the age of 45 so placed in every township into a permanent police ; and that such per-
sons shall be subject to such rules and regulations for their government as the Governor,
or person for the time being exercising the functions of Governor, shall ormnay hereafter ap-
int;provided always, that no corporal punishment shall be inflicted, nor shall any sentence

extend to death by such rules and regulations as aforesaid.

Be it therefore enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor
for the time being, be and he is hereby authorized and empowered to accept contracts for
and cause to be erected in such station or stations one or more semaphores or telegraphs
at such distance or distances as may be proper and necessary to secure the most ready and
efficient communication in cases of emergencies.

And be it further enacted, that whenever the services of the said police are required, it
shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for

the time being, to order out the whole or any part of the said police, to act as circumstances
may require for apprehending vagrants, and other idle and disorderly persons, orquelling
any riotous, unlawful or rebellious meetings, or on any other duty.

And be it enacted, that the officer in command for the time being of any part of the said

permanent police shall and may, on all occasions of sudden alarm, take all such measures
as are necessary to preserve the public peace ; and the custos of each parish, or any magis-
trate thereof holding a general commission of the peace, is hereby authorized to make applica-

tion for assistance whenever necessary, and the officer in command of the said police shall
and he is hereby required to attend thereto and comply with such requisition.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be lawful for the Gover-
nor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, to arm, clothe an

equi
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equip in a uniform manner the men serving as such police, in such manner as he may deem
expedient for the better defence of this Island : provided always, that the receiver-general
for the time being shall and he is hereby directed to import or purchase from time to time
such arms, accoutrements, clothing, ammunition and other necessaries as may be required of
him by the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, for
the purposes of this Act: and provided also, that the said receiver-general do deliver the Proviso.
same to the order of the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for the
time being, for the use of thepolice, for which the same shall be required: provided always,
that it shall be lawful for the Island storekeeper to issue, on the requisition being made by
the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, any arms,
accoutrements, ammunition, tools or other articles, out of the Island stores.

And whereas it is necessary that proper authority should be established in the townships How persons forming
of the said police: and whereas it is also necessary that the persons forming the said police thepolice are to be
should be industriously employed ; be it therefore enacted, that the Governor, or person “™Ployed.

exercising the functions of Governor, is hereby empowered to direct the commandant in each
township to keep a part of the persons forming the said police as may be deemed nece.
constantly on police duty in the said townships, and be alternately relieved from such duty
agreeably to police regulations, and the other part of the. said persons not on duty to be

employed in the cultivation of the soil and manufactures for the use and benefit of the said
townships, and also a proportion of their time to be engaged in the cultivation of the said
land and manufactures for their own use and benefit as may be deemed expedient.

And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Persons enlisting to be
Governor for the time being, is hereby empowered to indent all persons so enlisting into theindentured,and 4 be
said police for a term not less than five years ; during which period they are to be provided Flothing, rations, Ke.
with land sufficient to cultivate provisions and other necessaries for their own use, and with
such quantity of clothing as is allowed in His Majesty’s army serving in this Island, and
such rations as the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Governor for the time
being, shall deem necessary, the rations not to exceed the quantity issued for His Majesty’s .
army; and to receive such pay as the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of
Governor for the time being, shall deem necessary, not exceeding the pay and allowance of
His Majesty’s army serving in this Island: provided always, that when the persons serving Proviso.
in the said police shall not be employed in police-duty, or in any other duties for the advan-
tage of the said police, the said person shall not be entitled to receive pay or rations after
the first year’s service: and provided always, that tenders for the rations and all other Proviso.
necessaries for the said establishments shall be contracted for in the same manner as public
contracts, and the lowest and most eligible tender shall be accepted by the Governor, or per-
son exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, and ‘security be given and
approved of by him for the due performance of the said contract.

Proviso.

And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or the person Governor to solicit His
exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, to solicit His Majesty’s Government Majesty's Government
to import from His Majesty’s German dominions or any other place, from time to time, as Germany, ie.toforon
many persons in families as may appear expedient for the purposes of establishing the said. said police.
police, and to locate such persons in some one or other of the townships in the several
districts formed by this Act.

And it is hereby further enacted, that such persons so imported shall be entitled to all They sre to have the
the advantages secured, and be liable to all the regulations imposed on the persons who are he nan tet
to form a permanent police under this Act. this Act.
And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Go- Allotmentoflands,

vernor for the time being, is hereby empowered to allot to any officer, non-commissioned
officer or any person serving in the said police, and who may have served in the said police
to the satisfaction of the Governor, orthe person exercising the functions of Governor for
the time being, any quantity of land forming the said district or districts as to him shall
seem expedient, and also a proportion of such land to a married woman and child or children,
as to him shall seem necessary.
And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the Governor, or the person All free persons andexercising the functions of Governor for the time being, shall be empowered toemplo Maroons maybe em-orenrol free persons of every description, and Maroons as aforesaid, to form such police’; Ployed orenrolled.

and provided also, that the Justices and vestry of the several parishes be empowered to Proviso.
send all such paupers as are able to perform work, and they shall be employed in some
useful manner, in the cultivation ofthe soil or otherwise, for their own benefit, and be subject
to the same discipline as other members of the establishment.
And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Religious instructors tovernor for the time being, is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint a competent be appointedby Go-

person to instruct the inhabitants of the said townships in religion and morality, and to per- ““"""form such other religious duties as shall be deemed necessary ; and that every exertion shall
to promote marriage and morality in the said townships.

And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Penal gang to beovernorfor the time being, is hereby empowered to form a penal gang in each township, ger’ ownships
comprised of all convicts or other persons condemned to hard labour; and the said

persons shall be employed in all useful occupations, for the benefit. and advantage of the
said townships: provided also, that when suflicient employment is not found in the said Proviso,
278. townships,
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townships, the said penal gang shall be employed in repairing and making roads, or any
other employment that may be necessary for the use and benefit of the-said ‘townships: and
provided always, that the said penal gang shall be regulated by rules and regulations
established for that purpose.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the Governor, or the person
exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, ‘is hereby empowered to direct a
certain quantity of land to be cultivated and planted in provisions, and to erect cheap and
temporary buildings for the reception of persons engaged in the said townships: provided
always, that the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Governor for the time
being, is hereby empowered to direct the said police to be employed in erecting all roper
houses and other buildings requisite for the manufacwre of all kmds of produce and other
manufactures, and also such workhouses or houses of correction in the said townships, as
he may deem necessary: provided always, that the Governor, or person exercising the
functions of Governor, is hereby empowered to direct that all accounts of expenses properly
certified by the commandant as being agreeably to contract, and the labour being duly per.
formed, be submitted to the commissioners of public accounts, and be by them audited;
and they are empowered and directed to draw on the receiver-general for the same, not
exceeding 5,000. for each county.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the Governor, or the person
exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, is hereby empowered to direct that
the wives and children of the non-commissioned officers and privates, or any other person
residing in the said townships, be employed in the cultivation cf the soil or any other
manufacturing duties, and be rewarded for such labour as shall seem expedient.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that for the better government of
the district, it shall be lawful for the Governor, or person exercising the functions of
Governor, to appoint courts for the trial and punishment of offences not amounting to felony,
and to imprison for the same; provided always, that all murders and other felonies be tried
in the Supreme Court or courts of assize.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the Governor, or the person
exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, is hereby empowered to purchase
lands by and with the consent of the owner or owners thereof, at such a valuation as may
be put on them by aj ae to be held in the manner practised on granting new jury roads:
provided always, that all courts and officers are hereby empowered to aid and assistin‘ful-
filling the intentions of such persons as are willing to give any lands for the object of this
Act; and the grants of such lands by such person or persons, signified by simple convey-
ance from such person or persons to the Governor, or person exercising thefunctions of
Governor for the time being, under this Act shall be recorded and be valid.

And be it further enacted, that in case of martial law being proclaimed, the said police —
and the several persons having command of the same, shall be under the immediate com-
mand of the Governor, or the person exercising the functions of Governor for the time being,
to be employed on such service as he shall be pleased to direct, in the same manner as the
militia of this Island, and shall also be subject to the same rules and articles of war, pams
and penalties, as the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of the several regiments
of militia in this Island, :under and by virtue of the said-Acts, which now are, or at any
time hereafter may in any manner relate to the militia, provided that no man engaged in the
police shall be called upon to serve in the militia. . oo

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no commissions, appointments
or other proceedings under this Act shall be liable to any stamp duty.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the Act of 2d Will. .V., c. 28,
be repealed, and it is hereby repealed accordingly; and that this Act shall be in full force
from and immediately after the passing thereof. a

 

—No. 5.—
Jamaica ss.

AN ACT in aid of the 4 Will. IV, c. 30, intituled, “ An Act to colonize the Interior Lands
of this Island, and form a permanent Police :”—Passed 27 June 1834.

Wuereas the circumstances of the Island require that an efficient police be immediately
organized :

And whereas “ An Act to Colonize the Interior Parts of this Island, and form a perma-
nent Police,” has been found insufficient for the purposes intended ; be it therefore enacted

. by the Governor, Council and Assembly of this Island, and it is hereby enacted, by the
authority of the same, that the Goyernor, or the person administering the governmentfor

the time being, be and he is hereby empowered to form a police, with an establishment as

follows: an inspector-general, salary, house-rent and stationery inclusive, per annum, 1,200 Ls

three county inspectors, at 500, a year each, and forage for two horses to each, 761. 0s. *a



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 203

er annum each horse; provided, that in the event of a stipendiary magistrate being ap-
ointed he shall only receive the sum of 2501. per annum, besides forage for two horses, at

the rate of 762. Os. 10d. each horse; 21 sub-inspectors, at 250. a year each; rations for
ditto, at 8s. 1d. per week; 100 serjeants, at 28. 6d. each per day, and 8s. 1d. per week for
rations; clothing for ditto, at 70s. each; two Oznaburg jackets and two pairs oftrousers for
each, each year, at 33s. 4d. each; 1,000 infantry, at 1s. 8d. per day, and 8s. Id. rations
per week ; clothing for ditto, at 60s.; two Oznaburg jackets and two pairs trousers to each
per year, 333. 4d. each; medical attendance, including medicines, not exceeding 20s. each
per annum. :

And be it enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for
the time being, be authorized to draw on the receiver-general for such sum or sums as may
be necessary for procuring barracks, barrack furniture, wood and water for the use of the
said police, not exceeding the sum of 3,500/,

And be it further enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of
Governor, be authorized and empowered to frame and establish such rules and regulations as
to him shall seem proper forgyn effect to the purposes of this Act, and for securing the
discipline of the police; provided, that under such rules and regulations no corporal punish-
ment shall be inflicted, nor shall any sentence extend to death, transportation or unprisonment
for any period exceeding one month.

And be it further enacted, that every serjeant or private policeman who, in the execution
of his duty, shall lose a limb or an eye, or be otherwise wounded, so as to be rendered inca-

ble of serving as a serjeant or private of police, shall, upon producingacertificate from
the inspector-general that he is rendered incapable to serve, be allowed an annuity of 50/.
currency, to be paid by the receiver-general so long as such person shall continue to reside
in this Land, and shall remain unable to do duty in the police; and if an serjeant or pri-
vate shall be killed in the execution of his duty, and shall leave a widow, or child or
children lawfully begotten, his widow shall be entitled to receive, during her widowhood, at
the rate of 40/. per annum; and in case of her marriage or death, the said annuity shall go
to such child or children until the youngest shall attain the age of 14 years, such sum or
sums to be paid by the receiver-general into the hands of the custos or senior magistrate of
the parish in which such widow or children may be resident, on the production ofa like cer-
tificate from the said inspector-general, to be by him paid to the said widow; or in case of
the marriage or death of the said widow, to be appropriated for the support and maintenance
of the said child or children.

And be it enacted, that the receiver-general do and he is hereby required, out of any
monies in his hands belonging to the public, to pay to the order of his Excellency the
Governor, or to the person exercising the functions of Governor for the time being, such sum
and sums of money as may be necessary for the purposes of this Act; provided, that the
receiver-general do render and give to the commissioners ofpublic accounts quarterly an
account or statement of the several sums of money paid by him under the order of the
Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor, drawn on him in pursuance of this
Act.

And be it enacted, that the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor, shall
be and he is hereby empowered to send expresses on any emergency or alarm, or other occa-
sion, to any part of the Island, and to pay the persons employed in carrying such expresses
at a rate not exceeding the rate of pay which is authorized by the 6 Geo. 4, c. 14, for non-
sommissioned officers and privates; and such sums shall be paid by the receiver-general
to the order of the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor for the time
being.

And be it enacted, that no appointment, commission or any other proceedings under this
Act shall be subject to any stamp duty.

And whereas, under the 10th section of the 4 Will. IV. c. 30, intituled, “ An Act to
colonize the Interior Lands of this Island, and form a permanent Police,” the Governor,
or person exercising the functions of Governor, is empowered to indent all persons enlisting
into the said police for a term not less than five years: and whereas doubts may arise as to
the power of the Governor, or person exercising the functions of Governor, to enlist, under
andbyvirtue of this Act, persons as policemen for a less term than five years; be it there-
fore enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the Governor, or person exercising the func-
tions of Governor, shall and he is hereby authorized and empowered to enlist or indent men
for the said police for any period less than five years.

And be it enacted, that this Act shall be in force until the 31st day of December 1835,
and no longer,
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—No. 6. —

Jamaica ss.

AN ACT for making further Provision for the Building, Repairing, and Regulating of Gaols,
Houses of Correction, Hospitals and Asylums :—Passed 4 July 1834.

Wuergas the laws now existing relative to building, repairing and regulating of gaols
and houses of correction, and hospitals and asylums are ineffective:

And whereas it is expedient that such measures should be adopted and such arrangements
made in prisons and houses of correction, and hospitals and asylums, as shall not only pro-
vide for the safe custody, but shall also tend more effectually to preserve the health and io
improve the morals of the prisoners confined, as well as inmates therein, and shall insure
the proper measure of punishment to convicted offenders:

And whereas due classification, separation, superintendence, regular labour and employ-
ment, and religious and moral instruction, are essential to the discipline of a prison, hospital
or asylum, and to the reformation of offenders; be it therefore enacted, by the Governor,
Council, and Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that from and
after the commencement of this Act, thegaol of the county of Middlesex, and the gaol of
the county of Surrey, and the gaol of the county of Cornwall, shall without delay be re-
aired, enlarged and altered or improved for the purposes of this Act, in such manner as shall

determined upon by not less than three of the members of Assembly of each county
respectively.

And be it further enacted, that there shall be one sufficient gaol in each of the several
parishes in this Island, and one sufficient house of correction for the purposes of this Act,
and which said gaol and house of correction may be built together or separately, and the
expense of building and maintaining such gaol and house of correction shall be paid by the
inhabitants ofeach parish respectively, and the mayor, aldermen, and common councilmen
of the parish of Kingston, and the justices and vestries of the several other parishes, are
hereby authorized and required to raise by a tax a sum of money sufficient for such purpose,
and forthwith to carry the same into effect, having a due regard to the separate compart-
ments necessary in the accommodation and classification of prisoners.

And whereas it is fit and proper to secure an uniformity of practice in the management
of the several prisons and houses of corrections, and hospitals and asylums throughout the
Island; be it therefore further enacted, that the following rules and regulations shall be
observed and carried into effect in every gaol or house of correction, or hospital or asylum,
fo far as they can be applied to the particular discipline or class of persons confined in such
places:

1. The keeper of every such county gaol or house of correction, or hospital or asylum,
shall reside therein, and shall occupy such rooms or apartments as the magistrates shall
direct, and shall not be concerned, directly or indirectly, in any other occupation or trade; no
keeper or officer of a prison or house of correction, or hospital or asylum, or any person
employed in any of the saidplaces, shall sell, nor shall any person in trust for him, her or
them, or employed by him, her or them, sell or have any benefit or advantage from the
hiring of servants, or the sale of any article to any prisoner or inmate, nor shall he or she,
directly or indirectly, have any interest in any contract or agreement for the supply of the
rison or house of correction, or hospital or asylum, or in the hiring of servants for such

institutions.

2. A matron shall be appointed in every prison, or hospital or asylum, in which female
prisoners or inmates shall te confined, who shall reside in the prison or house of correction,
or hospital or asylum, and it shall be the duty of the matron constantly to superintend ‘the
female prisoners, and in hospitals and asylums all inmates therein.

8. The keeper shall, as far as maybe practicable, visit every ward, and see every prisoner,
and inspect every cell once at least in every 24 hours; and when the keeper or any other

officer,Peing a man, shall visit the female prisoners, he shall be accompanied by the matron,
or, in case of her unavoidable absence, by some female officer or other female person of the
prison.

4. The keeper of any of the aforesaid. establishments shall keep a journal, in which he
shall insert his name daily, and state the hours at which such keeper shall visit and inspect
the cells of the gaols,and in which all other officers of the gaol: orasylum shalldaily insert
their names, and record all punishments inflicted by his authority or by that of the visiting
justices, and the day when such punishments shall have taken place, and all other occur-
rences of importance in the prison, in such manner as shall be directed by the regulations to
be made under this Act, which journal shall be laid before the justices of every quarter or
special sessions, and signed by the chairman in proof of the same having been there pro-
duced, except in the parish of Kingston, where the said journal shall be produced to the
common council, to be signed by the mayor or alderman presiding for the same purpose, and
at all times when the visiting justices shall visit any of the said institutions.

5. Due
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5. Due provision shall be made in every prison or house of correction for the enforce-
ment of hard labour in the cases of such prisoners as may be sentenced thereto, and for the
employment ofother prisoners ; the means of hard labour shall be provided, and the materials,
tread-wheels, or instruments requisite for the employment of prisoners shall be erected or
urchased under such regulations as may be made for that purpose by the common council

of the parish of Kingston, and by the justices and vestries of the several other parishes in
the Island.

6. The male and female prisoners, or inmates of hospitals or asylums, shall be confined in
separate buildings or parts of the prison, house of correction, hospital or asylum, so as to
revent them from seeing, conversing or holding any intercourse with each other, and the

prisoners or inmates of each sex shall be divided into distinct classes, care being taken that
the prisoners or inmates of the following classes do not intermix with each other. In gaols,
hospitalsand asylums;first, debtors and persons confined for contempt of court on civil
rocess; second, prisoners convicted of felony; third, prisoners convicted of misdemeanors ;

fourth, prisoners committed on charge or suspicion of felony; fifth, prisoners committed on
charge or suspicion of misdemeanors or for want of sureties. In hospitals and asylums the
males shall not mix with the females. In houses of correction ; first, prisoners convicted of
felony; second, prisoners convicted of misdemeanors; third, prisoners committed on charge
or suspicion of felony ; fourth, prisoners committed on charge or suspicion of misdemeanors;
fifth, vagrants; such prisoners as are intended to be examined as witnesses in behalf of the
Crown in any prosecution, shall also be kept separate in all gaols or houses of correction:
rovided always, that nothing herein contamed shall be construed to extend to prevent the

justices from authorizing, at their discretion, the employment of any prisoner in the per-
formance of any menial office within the prison; and provided also, that if the keeper chall
at any time deem it improper or inexpedient for a prisoner to associate with the other pri-
soners of the class to which he or she may belong, it shall be lawful for him to confine
such prisoner with any other class or description of prisoners, or in any other part of the
prison, until he can receive the directions ofa visiting justice therein, to whom he shall
apply with as little delay as possible, and who in every such instance shall ascertain whether
the reasons assigned by the keeper warrant such deviation from the established rules, and
shall give such orders in writing as he shall think fit under the circumstances of the parti-
cular case.

7. Female prisoners shall in all cases be attended by females.

8, Every prisoner sentenced to hard labour shall, unless prevented by sickness, be em-
loyed so many hours in every day, not exceeding 10 hours, exclusive of the time allowed
be meals, as shall be directed by the rules and regulations to be made under this Act
(Sundays and holidays usually kept in this Island excepted).

9, Prayers, to be selected from the Liturgy of the Church of England by the chaplain,
shail be read every Sunday by the chaplain, the curate, or by some other person duly quali-
fied, as by the rules and regulations shall be directed, and portions of the Seriptures shall be
read to the prisoners or inmates when assembled for instruction by the chaplain or by such
person as he may appoint or authorize, but that no prisoner shall be required or obliged to
attend such prayers unless he or she be a member of the Church of England.

10. When the keeper of any prison, hospital or asylum, shall be under the necessity from
misbehaviour of putting a prisoner or inmate in irons or solitary confinement, the particulars
of the case shall be forthwith given to one of the visiting justices, who shall hear and deter-
mine upon it.

11. Every prisoner or inmate of any hospital or asylum maintained at the expense of the
Island or any parish, shall be allowed a sufficient quantity of plain and wholesome food,
to be regulated by the justices and vestries, except in Kingston, where the same shall be
regulated by the common council, regard being had, so far as may relate to convicted pri-
soners, to the nature of the labour required from or performed by such prisoner, so that the
allowance of food may be duly apportioned thereto. Prisoners or inmates under the care
of the surgeon or physician shall be allowed such diet as he or they may direct in writing;
care shall be taken that all provisions supplied to the prisoners or inmates shall be of proper
quality and weight.

12. Prisoners who shall not receive any allowance from the Island, whether confined for
debt, or before trial for any supposed crime or offence, shall be allowed to procure for them-
selves, and to receive at proper Fours, any food, bedding, clothing or other necessaries, sub-
ject to a strict examination, and under such limitations and restrictions to be prescribed by
the regulations to be made in manner directed by this Act, as-:may be reasonable and expe-
dient to prevent extravagance and luxury within the walls of the prison;all articles ofclothing
and bedding shall be examined, in order that it may be ascertained that such articles are
not likely to communicate filth or infection, or facilitate escape.

_ 13. No person who is confined under the sentence of any court, nor any prisoners confined
in pursuance of any conviction before a justice, shall receive any food, clothing or necessaries,
otherthan the gaol allowance, except under such regulations and restrictions as to the jus-
tices in special sessions assembled, and to the common council of Kingston, may appear
expedient, with reference to the several classes of prisoners, or under special circumstances,
to be judged of by one or more of the visiting justices.
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Rule 14. 14. Due provision shall be made for the admission, at proper times and underproper
testrictions, of persons with whom prisoners committed for trial may desire to communicate ;
and such rules and regulations shall be made by the justices in special sessionsassembled, in
every parish, (except Kingston, where the same shall be done by the common council,) for
the admission of the friends of convicted prisoners or inmates of hospitals or asylums, as to
such justices or common council may seem expedient; and the justices and common council:
shall also impose restrictions upon the communications and correspondence of all such
prisoners or inmates with their frends, either within or without the walls of the prison or hos-
pital or asylum, as they may judge necessary for the maintenance of good order in such prison
or hospital or asylum: every prisoner or inmate shall be provided with bedding.

Rule 15. 15. The wards and ceilings of the wards, cells, rooms and passages used by the prisoners
throughout every prison, house of correction, hospital or asylum, shall be cleaned or scra
and lime-washed, at least once every six months; the rooms, passages and sleeping-cells shall
be washed or cleaned every day, or oftener when requisite ; and convenient places for the
prisoners or inmates to wash themselves shall be provided.

Rule 16. 16. All prisoners or inmates shall be allowed as much air and exercise as may be deemed
proper for the preservation of their health.

Rule 17. 17. No spirituous liquors of any kind shall be sold in any prison or house of correction or
hospital or asylum, or admitted for the use of any of the prisoners or inmates therein, anless
by an order from the surgeons or physician, in writing, specifying the quantity, and for whose
use. No wine, malt or other fermented liquor shall be admitted for the use of any prisoners,
except in such quantities, in such manner, and at such times as shall be allowed by the rules
hereafter to be made in pursuance of this Act; and any person who shall be guilty of contra-
vening this rule shall be put in solitary confinement not exceeding one month, or sent to the
house of correction for a period not exceeding three months.

Rule 18, 18. No gaming shall be permitted in any prison or house of correction or hospital or
asylum; and the keeper shall seize and destroy all dice, cards or instruments ofgaming.

Rale 19. 19. No money, under the name of garnish, or whatsoever other term, shall be taken from
any prisoner or inmate, on his or her entrance into the prison or hospital or asylum, under any
pretence whatsoever.

Rule 20. 20. Upon the death of a prisoner or inmate, notice thereof shall be given by the keeper
forthwith to one of the visiting justices, as well as to the coroner of the parish,

Common council of And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the common council of Kingston, and
Kingston, and justices for five justices of the peace in quarter or special sessions assembled, in the several other
ofthepeace in each arishes, to make such further and additional rules for the government of suchprisons,
Pretrilea ee. ao aay Fouses of correction, hospitals and asylums respectively, and for the duties to be performed
be deemed expedient. by the officers of the same, as to them may seem expedient: provided always, that all such

Proviso. rules and regulations shall be consistent with and conformable to the rules and regulations in
this Act contained; and the common council of Kingston, and the justices in the several
other parishes in quarter or special sessions assembled, shall and they are hereby required,

Copies of rules tobe ‘from time to time, to cause copies of so much of the rules of each prison, house of correc-
printed, and fixedin _—tion, hospital or asylum, as relates to the treatment and conduct of prisoners or inmates con-
gonspicuus paris of fined therein, to be printed in legible characters, and to be fixed up in conspicuous parts of
&ec.,for prisoners’, ke, every prison, house of correction, hospital or asylum, so that every prisoner or inmate may
perusal and access, be enabled to have access thereto ; and all rules and regulations made and approved pursuant

to the directions of this Act, shall be binding upon the keepers of prisons and houses of cor-
rection and hospitals and asylums, and all other persons.

And be it further enacted, that the gaoler and keeper of every gaol and house of correctionGaolers, ke. and f ; ’ Keepe Louse rrection,inwriting, state wa or hospital or asylum, shall make areport, in writing, ofthe actual state and condition of
gonditionofeverygaol, every such gaol and house of correction, hospital and asylum, and of the number and descrip-
prisoners orinmates tion of prisoners or inmates confined therein; to wit, in Spanish Town, to the grand court at
confined, to the different every sitting thereof, and in Kingston and in Montego Bay, to the assize courts respectively,
comsinthisines. at every sitting thereof, and to the justices in quarter or special sessions assembled in the
justicesinquarter or several other parishes, at each of their respective sittings, and shall, at every such grand or
special sessionsinother assize court or quarter or special sessions, attend and give answer, upon oath, to all such
parishes,for the purpose inquiries as shall be made by the judges and justices with respect to the state and condition

ment, &e-required‘by of every such gaol and house of correction and hospital and asylum, and of the prisoners
this Act, and inmates confined therein, and with respect to any other matters and things relating to

the said goal or house of correction or hospital or asylum respecting which such justices shall
deem it necessary to make inquiry, for the purpose of proceeding and continuing to carry this
Act into execution, and of ascertaining how far every such gaol and house of correction or
hospital or asylum is capable of affording the means of the classification or improvement
required by this Act.

Mayorof Kingston,and And be it further enacted, that the mayor of the city of Kingston, and the custodes of the
the custodes Parishes, several other parishes of the Island, shall, as soon as may be convenient, transmit to the
copy of rules, kein Governor a copy of all such rules and regulations as shall be in force for the government of
force tur the goverument every prison within their respective parishes.
of prisogs, , And
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And be it further enacted, that the mayor, aldermen and common councilmen of the City Justices required to b
of Kingston, and the custodes and justices of the several other parishes in quarter or special nominated visitors of
sessions assembled, shall and they are hereby required to nominate two or more justices, ganls,Be Sito
who shall consent thereto, to be visitors of each gaol and house of correction, and hospital buildings, the conduct
and asylum within their jurisdiction, or to arrange, if they shall see fit, among themselves toof prisoners, &e., and
do such duties in turn, and one or more of the visiting justices so appointed, or having con- their treatment, &c. dc.

sented to dosuch duty, shall personally visit and inspect each prison and house of correction, ,
or hospital or asylum, once every day, if it should be practicable and expedient, and shall .
examine into the state of the buildings, so as to form a judgment as to the repairs, additions
or alterations which may appear necessary; strict regard being had to the classification,
inspection, instruction, employment or hard labour required by this Act; and shall further
examine into the behaviour and conduct of the respective officers, and the treatment, beha-
viour and condition of the prisoners and inmates, the means of setting them to work, and of
all abuses within the prison and house of correction, or hospital and asylum; and in matters
of pressing necessity, and within the powers of their commission, as justices, shall take cogni-
zance thereof and proceed to regulate and redress the same.

Provided always, and be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for any justice of the peace, of Proviso: Justices of |

his own free will and pleasure, without being appointed a visitor, to enter into and examine the peacemay bach sian
every prion, house of correction, hospital or asylum of such parish for which he is a justice, being appointed, and
at such time or times, or as often as he shall see fit; and if he shall discover any abuse or report abuses, &c. as
abuses therein, he is hereby required to report them in writing at the next meeting of the ™*Ybe discovered.
common council of Kingston, if he be a member thereof, or to the quarter or special sessions
of the several other parishes respectively; and the common council of Kingston, or the
justices and vestry of the several other parishes, are hereby required to adopt the most
effectual measures for inquiring into and rectifying such abuse or abuses as soon as the na~
ture of the circumstances will allow them.

And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the mayor, or aldermen and Mayor, &¢. of Kingston,

common councilmen ofthe parish of Kingston, and thejustices ofthe several other parishes, and #nd the justicesof other

they are hereby required and empowered to nominate such keepers, matrons, superintendents, Heeeare aobreteat °
task-masters and other officers as to them may seem expedient for every prison or house of persons to govern pri-
correction, or hospital or asylum within their jurisdiction to which this Act shall extend, %# &c.
except the keepers and officers of the three county gaols, and to remove as occasion may
require all officers so by them nominated and appointed, taking especial care that no ineffi-
cient officer or officers shall be continued in employment.

And be it further enacted, that the mayor, aldermen and common councilmen of the parish Mayor,&e. of Kingston,
of Kingston, and the justices of several other parishes, shall and they are hereby empowered snd justices of otherpa-
and required from time to time to appoint.a surgeon to each of the prisons and houses ofappointa Firgeonto
correction, and hospital and asylum within their jurisdiction, and which are maintained at eachprison, &c.cc., and
the expense of the parishes respectively ; and every physician or surgeon of a county gaol be is required ee
and public hospital shall and is hereby required to visit every prison or hospital to which he Gfener,ifneed,aud to
shall be appointed, once at least every morning, and oftener as may be necessary; and the report every three
surgeonof every prison, house of correction, hospital or asylum in every other parish, as often months,stateand health
as the justices and vestries of the several parishes shail direct, and to see every prisoner ° P™°N™ ““
confined therein, whether criminal, debtor or inmate, and to report to the mayor, aldermen
and common councilmen of Kingston every three months, and to the quarter or special ses-
sions in the several other parishes, the condition of theprison and house of correction, hos-
pital and asylum, and the state of the health of the prisoners and inmates under his care;
and he shall further keep a journal, in which he shall enter the date of every attendance in Journal to be kept by
the performance of his duty, with any observations which may occur to him in the execution surgeon tobelaid be-
thereof, and such journal shall be kept in the prison, hospital or asylum, but shall regularly inrpostions” &e. for
be laid before the justices for their inspection at the common council every three months, or
at the regular quarter or special sessions of every other parish every three months, and shall
be signed by the chairman of the common council or quarter or special sessions in proof of
their having been there produced.

- And whereas persons convicted of offences are frequently sentenced to imprisonment with-Visiting justices to
out being sentencedto hard labour, be it therefore enacted, that it may be lawful for twoOrder prisoners (except
or more visiting justices of any prison to order that all such persons confined in such prison selves)todosome work,
in pursuance of any sentence or conviction, except such prisoners as shall maintain them- &c. &.

_ 8elves, shall be set to some work or labour not severe, and where there shall be no work or
labour to-which to apply the said prisoners, they shall be made to walk during portions of
theday, in manner the common council of Kingston, and the justices of the several other

. Parishes in quarter or special sessions, shall determine.

And be it further enacted, that if any person, in contravention of the existing rules, shall Persons bringing into

carry or bring, or attempt or endeavour to carry or to bring into any prison or house of cor- 8°Y Prson-houseSc.
rection, or hospital or asylum, public or parochial, any spirituous or fermented liquor, it shall mnented liquor, gauler,
be lawful for the gaoler, keeper or turnkey, or person in charge, or any other of the assist- é&c. in chargeto appre-
ants to the said gaoler or keeper, turnkey or person in charge of the door, to apprehend or head offender,andor
cause to be apprehended such offender, and to carry him or her before two justices of the of the peace, deeraine
peace, who are hereby empowered to hear and determine such offence in a summary way ; bleas under this Act

and if they shall inwiully convict such person of such offence, they shall forthwith commit Tequired.
such offender to the common gaol or house of correction, there to be kept in custody for
any time not exceeding three months, without bail or mainprize, unless such offender ‘shall

278. im mediately
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. immediately pay down s\ ch sum of money, not exceeding 201., as the justices shall impos
JAMAICA upon such Ydeter, to be paid one moiety to the informer, and the other moiety insupport
Appendix (B.) of such prison or house of correction, or hospital or asylum; and if such justice shall

receive information upon oath that any spirit or fermented liquor is unlawfully kept or dis
Colonial Laws. posed of in any prison, public hospital, or parochial asylum, he may enter and search, or

No. 6. issue his warrant to enter and search for such liquor, and in case it shall be found, it shall
be lawful for the person so finding to seize the same, and dispose of it as the justices shall
direct; and if any gaoler or keeper of any prison, house of correction, public hospital or
parochial asylum, shall sell, use, lend or give away, or knowingly permit or suffer to be
sold, used,lent or given away in such prison, house of correction, hospital or asylum, or
brought into the same, any spirituous or fermented liquor in contravention of the existin
rules of such prison, he shall or every such offence, over and above every other punishment
by this Act enacted, forfeit and lose the sum of 20/.

 

 

 

Keeper of prison, &c. And be it further enacted, that the keeper of the prison, hospital or asylum shall have
conteary to the ples af power to hear all complaints touching any of the following offences, that is to say, disobedi-
prison, &c.&c. uponone ence of any of the rules of the prison, hospital or asylum, assaults by one person confined in
Prisoner upon another. such prison, hospital or asylum upon another, when no dangerous wound or bruise isgiven,

profane cursing and swearing, any indecent behaviour, ‘and any irreverent behaviour at
prayers, or when the minister is performing service, all of which are declared to be offences
y this Act, if committed by any description of prisoners, absence fromprayers, or when the

minister is performing service, by members of the Church of England; idleness ornegligence
. in work, or wilful mismanagement of it, which are also declared to be offences by this Act, if

Prison-keeper may committed by any prisoner under charge or conviction of any crime, and the saidkeeper
Plaint,ard punsh ©MAY examine anyperson touching such offence, and may determine thereupon, and may
offenders by close con- punish all such offences by ordering any offender to close confinement, in the refractory or
finement, &c. &e. for solitary cells, and by keepmg such offenders upon bread and water only, for any term not |
P. ™ Gaoler’s deci exceeding six days; provided the visiting justice shall confirm such decision, or for such
sion to beconfirmedby time within the said six days as the said justice shall by a written order determine,

mang susices And whereas the public hospital of Kingston was established with the humane intention
of relieving and assisting transient poor persons, and the benefits of the said institution were
afterwards extended to seamen in the merchant service: and whereas many persons of bad
or doubtful character, as well as persons of idle and dissolute habits, and also other persons
afflicted with diseases, and some of such diseases incurable, have been from time to time
for many years past landed in this Island from foreign and British vessels, causing great in-
convenience and. expense to the public and parish institutions: and whereas many abuses
exist in the said hospital and poorhouse, in consequence of improper persons being received
into it, and many of the inmates who are of idle and drunken habits being allowed to remain
there when they ought to be usefully employed elsewhere: and whereas there has been and
is great irregularity in the general economy and management of the affairs of the said hos-
pital and poorhouse, by which a great increase of public expenditure has been incurred : for

When anymasterofa the remedy whereof, be it enacted, that when any master of a vessel shall discharge or
yeaselshalldischarge or leave any seaman or other person in the Island who shall become an inmate in the public
in the Iand, who shalt hospital, and a burthen on the public, the master or consignee of the vessel from which the
bes burthenon the == seaman or other person shall have landed, shall pay to the treasurer of the public hospital
Eons hall vasea, 2% 14. for every day such seaman or other person shall be in the public hospital, and also
perday, and‘oberex- all other expenses that may be incurred for obtaining a passage for such seaman or other
penses incurred. . person to some other island in the West Indies, or to Great Britain, or to the continent of

America, as may be found most advisable, and with the consent of such seaman or other
How recoverable. person, and such expense, charge or charges so incurred shall be recovered in a summaryProviso. manner before any two justices of thepeace : providedalways,that this provision shall not

affect the masters of British vessels whose voyage terminates in this Island, in so far as
relates to seamen and other persons who have shipped in this Island with the intention of
returning to it.

Whereas formerly it was found necessary to establish a house of correction in the parish
of Kingston, in consequence of many patients having been discharged from the public hos-
pital, and such patients having contracted drunken and idle habits, and the number of

rsons.of that description has increased to a great degree ; for removing whereof, be it
urther enacted, that it shall be lawful to transfer all inmates from the public hospital to the
house of correction in Kingston who are disorderly, or considered by the physician and sur-

Considered lawful to ggeon as well and able to work, and there to be kept to such hard labour and for such time
transfer inmates from itti i i ipublic hospital tg house 22 22 two of the sitting magistrates of Kingston may see fit and proper, not exceeding the
of correction, and there punis ment legallygivento vagrants,

beeaeldinectad by And whereas the expense of supporting the said hospital and poorhouse has been greatly
visiting justices, &e. increased by persons having been sent by magistrates of Kingston to receive from the said

Punishment not oa. hospital medical treatment only in consequence of there being no dispensary in any of the
“gran parishes in the Island, with medicines and surgical aid, for the use of theparishioners : And

Mayor, &e. ofKingsto whereas the number of poor persons who are unable to provide themselves with the neces-
and justices, ce.ofothe: saries of life and medical assistance is increasing throughout the Island, and unless some
parishes, to establish, measures be taken to give them the earliest medical assistance, the evil must greatly increase;
ade proper regula,th be it thereforeenacted, that it shall be lawful for the mayor, aldermen, and common coun-

ali suchmedicines &e, Cilmen of the parish of Kingston, and the justices and vestries of the several other parishes,
required for the poor of to establish, under proper rules and regulations, a dispensary in each parish respectively,with
each parish,

suc
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such medicines and instruments,and such superintendence as will ensure a proper dis-

tribution of their medical and surgical assistance among the poor persons of the respective
arishes, who shall receive a ticket for that purpose in the manner the mayor, aldermen and

common councilmen of the parish of Kingston,and the justices and vestries of the several Mayor,&c. of Kingston,
other parishes of the Island shall respectively direct, and the mayor, aldermen and common- and Janesofotherpa
councilmen of the parish of Kingston, and the justices and vestries of the several other raise2 taxto defray exe
arishes, are hereby authorized to raise by a tax a sum of money on the inhabitants of the penses incurred by such

respective parishes, sufficient to defray the expense which should be incurred by such esta- &*ablishment,
blishment.

And whereas the justices andvestry of the several parishes throughout the Island have

been hitherto required by law to provide for unhappy objects, disabled from labour by sick-
ness, age or otherwise, and suchpersons: becoming dangerous, burthensome, and a nuisance
to the several towns and parishes by beingat large, were usually sent to a compartment in

the house of correction to be under the superintendence of the keeper of that institution, and
it is expedient to continue the same accommodation; be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, Mayor,&c.ofKingston,

that the mayor, aldermen and common-councilmen of the parish of Kingston, and justices andinsticesof offerpa-
and vestrymen of the several other parishes in this Island, shall and they are hereby em- lay ataxupon all the

wered to lay a tax upon the several parishes, in the same manner as the parochial taxesparishes in this Island,
are usually laid, for the purpose ofraising such a sum of money as shall be sufficient topro-ingthe patedof ail

vide accommodation, clothing, medical care and attendance in an asylum in some convenient besufficientto carry

lace in each of the several parishes in this Island for such unhappy objects as aforesaid, intoeffecttheobjectsof
and the mayor, aldermen and common-councilmen of the parish of Kingston, and the magis- ‘tis Act
trates and vestrymen of the several other parishes in the Island are hereby empowered and
required to make from time to time all such humane and statutory regulations for the purposes
aforesaid as to them shall seem necessary and expedient; and they are further required and
empowered, upon application being made to them or either ofthem, or upon view of the
necessity of the case, to order all such objects as aforesaid to be removed and conveyed to
the asylum of the parish respectively in which any of them was accustomed to live or was
domiciled.

And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the mayor, aldermen and common Treadwheeltobe
councilmen of the parish of Kingston, and the magistrates and vestrymen of the several othererected in house of cor-
parishes in the Island, and they are hereby required forthwith to erect one tread-wheel inrershos,tobeceedin”
the house of correction in their respective parishes, and to use and apply such tread-wheel in the purposeofhard
the purposes of hard labour. labour,

And be it further enacted, that any keeper or assistant, or person in the service of any of Keeper of gaols con-
the county gaols who shall be convicted of any offence under this Act, shall be immediately vieted oranycence
discharged; and if the provost-marshal, on such conviction being made known to him, shall discharged. Should
neglect to discharge the person so convicted, he shall be liable to pay a fine not exceeding 100/., provost-marshal neglect
t be r red in a summary manner before two justices of the peace. to discharge the keepero ecove 1 ary J peace. convicted, he shall pay

«ye : : : a fine of 1002
And for the more easy andspeedy conviction of offenders against this Act, be it further 5, convicted of

enacted that the justices before whomany person shall be convicted of any offence against this gay offence under this
Act shall and may cause the conviction to be drawn up in the following form of words, or in Act, justices shall cause

* videli mviction to be dra:any form of words to the same effect, as the case shall happen ; videlicet, . up inthefollowing wa

“ Be it remembered that on the in the year ofour ¥°™ .
Lord A. B. is convicted before us, C. D., two of His Majesty’s special jus- Fermofconviction.
tices of the peace for the parish of for that the said A, B. (specifying the offence,
and the time and place when and where the same was committed, as the case shall be), and
the said A. B. is for this said offence adjudged by us the said justices to forfeit and pay the
sum of or to be imprisoned in for the space of

(as the case shall be). Given under our hands and seals the day and year first
above written.”

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that if any person shall think himself or herself Proviso: Persons who
aggrieved by any conviction of any justices in pursuance of this Act, such person may ap- shall think themselves

yo . : . aggrieved by any con-
peal to the justices of the peace at any quarter or special sessions of the pansh, precinct or viction of justices, may,
district wherein such conviction shall have taken place within four calendar months after the within four months after
cause of such complaint shall have arisen, such appellant first giving or causing to be given eaof complaint, ap-
10 clear days’ notice at least in writing of his intention to bring such appeal, and of the mat-iepeace ak anyquar
ter thereof, to the justices before whom the conviction shall have beenhad. and to the clerk ter sessions, &c.
of the peace of the parish, precinct or district in which such conviction shal! have been had, ‘Ten days’ notice to be
and within two days after such notice entering into recognizance before some justice for such givenbyappellant, and
parish, precinct or district with two sufficient sureties conditioned to try such appeal, and 8 ee tneuiee,
abide the order of and to pay such costs as shall be awarded by the justices at such ses- sureties.
sions ; and the justices at such sessions, upon due proof of such notice being given as aforesaid, To abide order, and pay
and of the entering such recognizance, shall hear and determine the matter of such appeal in such costs as shall be
& summary way, and award such costs to the parties appealing or appealed against as the ewardeds
the said justices shall think proper, and the determination of such session shall befinal, Determinationofsuchbindi . . session binding andnding and conclusive to all intents and purposes. conclusive.
And be it further enacted, that no order made touching any of the matters in this Act con- No order made under

tained, nor any conviction of any offender against this Act, shall be quashed for want of form, this “AchynerPersons
or be removed or removeable by certiorari, or by any other writ or process whatsoever, in quashed for want of

nSupreme court or either of the courts of assize; and that where any distress shall be made for form, or removed unio
278. supreme or courts of

any assize.
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When a distress shall
be made for any fine or
penalty under this Act,
not to be considered
unlawful, nor person
executing the same a
trespasser, on account
of defect or want of
form, &c.

Any suit or action
brought against per-
sons for anything under
this Act, may plead the
general issue.

Costs lated when a
verdict shall pass for
the defendant, and when
given for plaintiff.

When criminal prisoner
or inmate shall be
guilty of repeated of-
fence against the rules
of this Act, gaoler em-
powered to punish
them, and report the
same to the visiting
justices, who shall de-
termine the offence, and
order such punishment
as under this Act re-
quires.

Persons carrying into
any prison-house, &c.
any mask, disguise, &c.
&c., to facilitate the
escape of prisoners,
whether an escape be
made or not, shall be
guilty of felony; and
being convicted, impni-
soned for 12 months, or
hard labour in house of
correction for six
months.

Breaking prison, escap-
ing from house of cor-
rection, &c. &c., may
be tried where the of-
fence was committed or
where apprehended.

A certificate given by
the clerk of the assize,
or other clerks of the
court in which offender
was convicted, with

- identification of person,
shall be sufficient evi-
dence to the court and
jury of the fact of con-
viction before.

Act, or parts of other
Acts, contradictory to
this Act, repealed.

Duration.

No. 7.
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any fine, penalty or sum of money to be levied by virtue of this Act, the distress itself shall
not be deemed to be unlawful, nor the party making the same be deémed a traspasser on
account of any defect or want ofform in the summons, conviction, warrant of distress or other
roceedings relating thereto, nor shall such party be deemed a trespasser on account of any

irregularity which shall be afterwards done by the party distraining ; the person aggrievedby
such irregularity ehall and may recover full satisfaction for the special damage (if any) in an
action upon the case; but no plaintiff shall recover in any action for euch irregularity as afore-
said if tender of sufficient amends shall have been made by or on behalf of the party dis-
training before such action brought.

And be it further enacted, that if any suit or action shall be prosecuted against any person
for anything done in pursuance of this Act, such person may plead the general issue, and
give this Act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to be had thereupon, and that
the same was done by authority of this Act; and if a verdict shall pass for the defendant,
or if the plaintiff shall become nonsuit, or discontinue his or her action after issue joined, orif
upon demurrer or otherwise judgment shall be given against plaintiff, the defendant shall
recover double costs, and have the like remedy for the same as any defendant hath by law in.
other cases; and though a verdict shall be given for the plaintiff in any such action, such,
plaintiff shall not have costs out of purse against the defendant unless thejudge before whom
the trial shall be shall certify his approbation of the action, and of the verdict obtained
thereupon.

And be it further enacted, that in case any criminal prisoner or inmate shall be guilty of
any repeated offence against the rules of the prison, house of correction, orhospital or asylum,
or shall be guilty of any greater offence than the gaoler or keeper is by this Act empowered
to punish, the said gaoler or keeper shall forthwith report the same to the visiting justices, or
one of them for the time being, and any one such justice or any other justice of the parish
to which such prison, house of correction, hospital or asylum belongs, shall have power to
inquire upon oath, and to determine concerning any such matter so reported to him or them,
and to order the offender to be punished by close confinement for any term not exceeding
one month, or by personal correction, as the case of prisoners convicted of felony or sen-
tenced to hard labour.

And be it further enacted, that if any person shall convey or cause to be conveyed into
any prison, house of correction, hospital or asylura to which this Act shall extend any mask,
vizor or other disguise, or any instrument or arms proper to facilitate the escape of any pri-
soners or inmates, and the same shall deliver or cause to be delivered to any prisoner or in-
mate in such prison, or to any other person there for the use of any such prisoner or inmate,
without the consent or privity ofthe keeper of such prison, every such person shall be deemed
to have delivered such vizor or disguise, instrument or arms with intent to aid and assist such
prisoner to escape, or in attempting to escape from any prison, every person so offending,
whether an escape be actually made or not, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted
thereof, shall be adjudged to imprisonment for any period not exceeding six months.

And, to the intent that prosecutions for escapes, breaches of prison and rescues may be
carried on with as little trouble and expense as is possible, be it enacted, that any offender
breaking prison, escaping from house of correction, hospital or asylum, or being rescued
therefrom, may be tried eitherin the jurisdiction where the offence was committed, or in that
where he or she shall be apprehended and retaken ; and in case of any prosecution for any
such escape, attempt to escape, breach of prison or rescue either against the offender escap-
ing or attempting to escape, or having broken prison, or having been rescued, or against
any other person or persons concerned therein, or aiding, abetting or assisting the same, a
certificate given by the clerk of the assize, or other clerk of the court in which such offender
shall have been convicted, shall, together with due proof of the identity of the person, be suffi-
cient evidence to the court and jury of the nature and fact of the conviction, and of the spe-
cies and period of confinement to which such person was sentenced.

And be it further enacted, that any other Act or Acts, or any part or parts of any other
Acts which shall in any manner be repugnant to this Act, shall so far as they are repugnant
to this Act stand and be repealed.

And be it enacted, that this Act shall continue in foree until the 31st day of Decem-
ber 1840.

 

— No. 7.—
Jamaica ss.

AN ACT in aid of an Act, 6th Will. IV. intituled, “ An Actfor making further Provision
for the building, repairing and regulating of Gaols, Houses of Correction, Hospitals and
Asylums.”—(Passed 20th December 1834.)

Wuerzas doubts have arisen whether the supervisors or superintendents of workhouses
or houses of correction are entitled to.demand remuneration from the masters, employe or
managers of apprentices, for the maintenance, clothing and medicalattendance o such ap-
prentices, whilst confined in such workhouses or houses of correction, and it is desirable
that such doubts should be removed; be it enacted, that from and after the passing ofthie
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Act it shall be lawful for the supervisors or superintendents of the ‘several workhouses or
houses of correction in this Island to ask and demand from the masters, employers or
managers of apprentices committed to such workhouses or houses of correction, either for
safe custody as runaway apprentices, or to hard labour in the penal gang, or on the tread-mill,
or to solitary confinement, or otherwise, the sum of 6d. each for maintenance and 2d.,each
for medical attendance, when necessary, for every 24 hours such apprentice or apprentices
shall have been in custody ; provided that in all cases in which such apprentice or apprentices
is or are profitably employed, either in the repairof thestreets, roads or highways, or otherwise,
er for hire; or the offence for which the apprentice orapprentices was or were committed to
the workhouse or house of correction was not one committed against his, her or their masters,
employers or managers, or arising out of the connexion subsisting between them as masters
ond apprentices, no charge whatever shall be made for the maintenance of such apprentice or’
apprentices.

And be it further enacted, that every constable or other person, the permanent police
excepted,who shall apprehend a runaway apprentice, knowing him or her to be such, shall
be entitled to receive from his or her master, employer or manager the sum of 10s., besides
mile money at the rate of 6d. per mile, and no more.

Be it further enacted, that the person or persons so apprehending a runaway apprentice or
apprentices, shall convey him or her or them to their respective masters, employers or
managers, or to a justice of the peace holding a special commission, the latter of whom shall
or may commit such apprentice or apprentices to the nearest workhouse or house of correc-
tion; and the supervisor or superintendent of any such workhouse or house of correction
shall and he is hereby required to receive such apprentice or apprentices into custody, and
pay to the party delivering such apprentice or apprentices the said sum of 10s. and mile
money as aforesaid, and no more, for each apprentice so delivered, under a penalty of 51.

And be it further enacted, that every supervisor or superintendent of a workhouse or
house of correction in this ‘Island shall, once in every week for four successive weeks, adver-

_ tise in the Royal and St. Jago Gazettes and Cornwall Chronicle, the names and sex of each
‘and every runaway apprentice in custody, and the names of the masters, employers or
managers, if known, under a penalty of 5/. for each apprentice so neglected to be advertised;
and for the expense of such advertisement the said supervisor or superintendent is hereby
authorized to charge the said masters, employers or managers of such runaway apprentices
so advertised 3s. 4d. for each of the above papers, and no more, which said sum of 3s. 4d.
shall be paid to the printers of the above-named papers by the treasurers for the time being
of the several workhouses or houses ofcorrection m this Island.

And be it further enacted, that the charge of 6d. per diem for maintenance, and 2d. per
diem for medical attendance when necessary, as well as that for advertising, and the amount
paid for apprehending runaway apprentices, and for mile money, and the cost of any clothing
supplied to any apprentice or apprentices whilst confined in any workhouse or house of cor-
rection, and which shall not have been paid when such apprentice or apprentices was or
were discharged, shall be recovered in a summary manner before any two or more justices of
the peace for the parish or precinct in which the master, employer or manager of any such.
‘apprentice may reside, at the instance of any person whom the president of any workhouse
or house of correction in which such apprentice or apprentices shall have been confined may
by authority in writing forthat purpose appoint.
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Superintendents of
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to be charged with such
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mile.

‘Where runaway ap-
prentices to be taken
when apprehended,

Superintendents of
workhouses to advertise
runaway apprentices in
their custody, ‘

Method of recovering
the workhouse fees.of
runaway apprentices,

_ And be it further enacted, that all penalties imposed by this Act may be recovered in @ How penalties isnposed
' summary manner before any two or more justices of the peace for the parish or preeinct in by this Act to be reco-
which the offence was committed, and shall be paid into the hands of the churchwardens ™
for the use of the same.

And be it further enacted, that this Act shall be in force untilthe Ist day of AugustActtobeinforcetill

 

 

1840. 1 August 1840, .

BARBADOES. BARBADOES.

— No. 8. — Appendix (B.)
Barbadoes, —_—

Colonial Laws.AN ACT for the Abolition of Slavery, for the Government of Apprenticed Labourers, and Nao. 8.
for ascertaining and enforcing the Reciprocal Duties between them and theirEmployers.
—(Passed 5 April 1834).

_ Wuenrzas the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland have in Preamble.
the third and fourth years of His Majesty’s reign passed an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the
Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the
Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto entitled to the services of such
Slaves :”. And whereas the legislature of Barbadoes, relying on the justice of the British
nation toafford ajust compensation to the proprietors of slaves within this Island for the loss
they will sustain by being deprived of their property, will co-operate with the Imperial Par-

 

fiament in so desirable an object as the abolition of slavery: Be it therefore enacted, by his an Clause 1.xeellency Sir Lionel Smith, Knight Commander of the most honourable MilitaryOrder of theIstofAugust 1834,
. e
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the Bath, His Majesty’s Captain-general and Governor-in-chief of this Island, Chancellor
Ordinary and Vice-admiral of the same, the honourable the members of His Majesty’s
Council and General Assembly of this Island, and by the authority of the same, that from
and after the 1st day of August 1834, all persons who in conformity with the laws now in
force in this Island shall on or before the 1st day of August 1834 have been duly registered
as slaves in this Island, and who on the said Ist day of August 1834 shall be actually within
this Island, and who shall by such registry appear to be on the said Ist day of August 1834
of the full age of six years or upwards, shall by force and virtue of this Act, and without
the previous execution of any indenture of apprenticeship, or other deed or instrument for
that purpose, become and be apprenticed labourers; provided that for the purposes aforesaid
any slave belonging to this Island, and engaged in his ordinary occupation on the seas, shall
be deemed and taken to be within this Island.

And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the apprenticeship of any such
apprenticed labourer, such person or persons shall be entitled to the services of such appren-
ticed labourer as would for the time being have been entitled to his or her services as 8 slave
if this Act had not been made.

Provided also, and be it further enacted, that all slaves who may at any time previous to
the passing of this Act have been carried with the consent of their possessors, and all slaves
and apprenticed labourers who may hereafter with the like consent be carried from this
Island into any part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, arehereby de-
clared to be absolutely and entirely free and discharged from all slavery or apprenticeship,
and to be entitled to their freedom and discharge accordingly, to all intents and purposes
whatsoever: provided always, that nothing herein contained shall prevent or be construed
to prevent the owners of such slaves thus manumitted and set free being entitled to receive
compensation for the value of such slaves, in like manner as if such slaves had been made
apprenticed labourers.

And be it further enacted, that all such apprenticed labourers shall for the purposes of
this Act be divided into three distinct classes; the first of such classes consisting of predial
apprenticed labourers attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of
slavery were usually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce or
otherwise, upon lands belonging to their owners, or otherwise engaged in labour or occupa-
tions not continuous ; the second of such classes consisting of praedial apprenticed labourers
not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of slavery were usually
employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce or otherwise, upon lands
not belonging to their owners, or otherwise engaged in labour or occupations not continuous;
and the third of such classes consisting of non-predial apprenticed labourers, and com-
prising all apprenticed labourers not included within either of the preceding classes: pro-
vided always, that no person of the age of 12 years and upwards shall be included in either
of the said two classes of preedial apprenticed labourers, unless such person shall for 12
calendar months, at the least, next before the passing of this Act, have been habitually em-
ployed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce or otherwise as aforesaid; or
unless such person shall have been subsequently to that period dismissed from domestic
service for any of the offences hereinafter enumerated, for which a special justice of the
peace may adjudge any non-preedial apprenticed labourer to be placed in the class of preedial
apprenticed labourers: provided always nevertheless, and be it enacted, that it shall and
may be lawful for any apprenticed labourer who may have been so dismissed to appeal to the
special justice of the district, who shall inquire into the circumstances of the case, and shall
determine to which class of apprenticed labourers such person shall belong.

And be it further enacted, that the registrar of slaves shall deliver to the owners of slaves
applying for the same the latest lists or schedules of their slaves so soon as he shall have
completed the present registration, and of which he shall give due notice in the public news-
papers in this Island ; and between the 1st day of May and the 1st day of August now next
ensuing, every owner of slaves by himself or herself, or by his or her constituted attorney
in this Island in case of absentees, or in case any such owner be an invalid or incompetent,
then by some other person or persons, shall return back to the registrar such lists or schedules,
distinguishing, in reference to each slave therein mentioned, to which of the said three classes
such slave will belong; and every such return shall be made on oath before the registrar,
who is hereby authorized and required to administer the same as follows: “I, A. B., do
swear, thatthe distinctions made in the return now presented of the classes to which the
respective slaves therein named will belong as apprenticed labourers correspond with the oc-
cupations usually pursued by such slaves for 12 months previous to the passing of an Act of
this Island, intituled, ‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery, for the Government of Ap-
prenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining and enforcing the Reciprocal Duties between them
and their Employers,’ according to the best ofmy knowledge, information and belief ;” adding,
if the fact beso, “ except the slave or slaves named A.B. and C..D., who subsequently to
that period hath or have been dismissed from domestic service for [stating the offence}, and for
no other cause whatsoever. So help me God.”

And be it further enacted, that if in any case the registrar shall see cause to doubt the
accuracy of any such return, he shall retain the same, and shall appoint a time and place at
which the person making the return shall attend him to substantiate the accuracy of such
retum; and at the time and place to be appointed, the person to whom the notice thereof
shall be addressed shall attend the said registrar, and, if required, bring with him any slave,

respecting
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respecting whom such doubt may have arisen, and theregistrar shall then proceed to examine

such person making such return, and the slave respecting whom such doubt has arisen, and
any witnesses who may be adduced respecting the truth of such return, and may if necessary
adjourn such examination from time to time; and the registrar, after making due inquiry,
shall either confirm or correct any such return as he may think fit, giving notice to the party
making such return, and the slave respectively, of such his decision.

And be it further enacted, that after such proceedings shall have taken place, the registrar
shall deliver back to the party making such return the original thereof corrected, if necessary,
and certified by him as having been duly entered in the registry.

And be it further enacted, that when such proceedings as aforesaid shall have taken place,
there shall be affixed to the entry of the name of each predial attached slave in the registry
the letters P. A.; of each preedial unattached, the letters P. U.; and of each non-predial

slave, the letters N. P.

And be it further enacted, that any person omitting to make the return on oath by this
Act required, shall incur a penalty of not more than 10/., nor less than 20s.; and in the event
of the wilful absence of any person when summoned, it shall be lawful for the registrar to
proceed to decide any such question, as though such party had attended.

And be it further enacted, that during the continuance of the aforesaid apprenticeship,
such slave registry shall be deposited in thesecretary’s office of this Island ; and when any
question shall arise respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs, the
original return, corrected and certified as above directed, or a certified copy or extract from
such registry, shall be taken as conclusive evidenceof the fact; and for every copy of, or
extract from any such return, the secretary shall be paid a fee of 3s. 13d., if such copy or
extract shall contain the names, ages and classes of 100 or more slaves or apprenticed la-
bourers; and a fee of 1s. 63d. for any number under 100: provided nevertheless, and be it
also enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any apprenticed labourer to appeal from an
such decision of the registrar to the special justice of the peace of the district in which such
apprenticed labourer shall reside, who is hereby authorized tohear and determine any such ap-
peal, and to summon all necessary parties and witnessesbefore him for that purpose ; and in case
such special justice shall decide that such apprenticed labourers ought to belong to an
other class than the one in which he or she shall have been registered, it shall be lawful for
the secretary of the Island, and he is hereby required to make such alteration in the said
registry as shall correspond with the decision of such special justice, anything hereinbefore
contained to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted, that the registrar of slaves shall be paid the sum of 200/., current
money of this Island, out of the public treasury, for the performance of the duties required
of him by this Act.

Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that in case any non-preedial appren-
ticed labourer shall be convicted before a special justice of the peace, on the complaint of
his or her master, mistress or employer, of habitual drunkenness, stealing, committing or
attempting to commit any serious injury to the person or property of his or her master or
mistress, or other gross misdemeanor, such special justice, with the consent of such master
or mistress, shall remove such non-predial apprenticed labourer into the class of predial
apprenticed labourers, and such non-preedial apprenticed labourer shall upon such removal
be subject and liable to all the rules and regulations to which a predial apprenticed labourer
is or shall be subject. :

And be it further enacted, that no person who by virtue of this Act shall become a predial
apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall continue in such
apprenticeship beyond the Ist day of August 1840; and that during such his or her appren-
ticeship, no such predial apprenticed labourer, whether attached or not attached to the soil,
shall be bound or liable by virtue of such apprenticeship to perform any labour in the service
or for the benefit of the person or persons entitled to his or her services, for more than 45
hours in the whole in any one week, unless he or she shall enter into some contract for that
purpose, except as is hereinafter excepted; and that such 45 hours’ labour shall be performed
etween the Monday morning and Friday evening of every week, leaving Saturday and
Sunday at the disposal of such predial labourer: provided always, and be it further enacted,
that in all such cases where such predial apprenticed labourers are under the age of 12
years, then and in such cases such predial apprenticed labourers shall perform such their
45 hours’ labour between the Monday morning and Saturday evening of each week.

And be it further enacted, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to
extend to any predial apprenticed labourer who may be employedin the protection of any
crops, buildings, or property of any kind, or in care of cattle or any other stock, but that
all such predial apprenticed labourers during the time of such their employment shall be
compelled to perform their several services for the whole week, and shall be entitled to such
wages or remuneration for such extra services as shall be agreed on by and between any such
predial apprenticed labourer and his or her employer or employers ; and in case of any dis-
agreement, then to such wages or remuneration as shall be sanctioned by the special justice
of the peace for the district to which such predial apprenticed labourer shall belong.
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Clause 15. And be it further enacted, that in all cases of urgent necessity it shall be lawful for the
Incases of necessity, owner, or other person in management of any property, where such necessity shall occur, to
compelled toperiorm  Tequire and compel the immediate and continued service of all or any of the apprenticed
services during their labourers attached to such property during such emergency; and any apprenticed labourer
own time bar bere who may refuse when called on to perform any such services, shall be liable to all such

* penalties as he would be liable to for the undue performance or neglect of work during an
time his or her employer may be entitled to his or her services: provided nevertheless, that
such apprenticed labourers be remunerated by a portion of time equivalent to the number of
hours so employed, or by pecuniary payment according to the current price of labour.

Clause 16. And be it further enacted, that noperson who by virtue of this Act shall become a non-
Apprenticeshipcoutinue Predial apprenticed labourer, shall continue in such apprenticeship beyond the 1st day of

yond the Ist August August 1838.
1838. . . ,

Clause 17. And be it further enacted, that ifbefore any such apprenticeship shall have expired, the
Appfentices may be — person or persons entitled for and during the remainder of any such term to the services
discharged by voluntary of such apprenticed labourer, shall be desirous to discharge him or her from such apprentice-

Sm pioyere ship, it shall be lawful for such person or persons so to do by his or her last will and testa-
ment, to be executed in such manner as is required by the law.of this Island-to pass lands of
inheritance, or by any deed to be made by him, her or them, in the manner and form following :

Form of the discharge,  ‘‘ Barbadoes :—I (A. B., of the parish of ) do hereby discharge (C. D., of the district
of ) my preedial apprenticed labourer, attached to the soil (or, as the case may be)
from all further services to me and my heirs. Witness my hand and seal this day of

183 .”

Which deed shall be signed, sealed and delivered by the person or persons discharging
such apprentice, in the presence of one or more credible witness or witnesses, in duph-
cate, one part whereof shall be filed in the office of the special justice of the district
within one month from the execution thereof, and the other part delivered to the apprentice

If of the age of 50 years, discharged: provided nevertheless, that if any person so discharged from any such appren-
or being infirm,em ticeship by any such voluntary act as aforesaid shall at that time be of the age of 50 years
eupport, unless diss | OF upwards, or shall then be labouring under any such disease, or mental or bodily infirmit
chargedwith consent of as may render him or her incapable of earning his or her subsistence, then and in every suc
special justice, case the person or persons so discharging any such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid shall

continue and be liable to provide for the support and maintenance of such apprenticed
labourer during the remaining term of such original apprenticeship as fully as if such appren-
ticed labourer had not been discharged therefrom ; unless such discharge in the case of an
apprenticed labourer above the age of 50 years, and not labouring under any such disease,
or mental or bodily infirmity, be with the voluntary consent of such apprenticed labourer,
declared in the presence of the special justice of the district.

Clause 18. And be it further enacted, that when any apprentice under this Act shall be able and will-
Apprenticed labourers ing to purchase his or her discharge, and the person entitled to the services of such appren-
Che een aedapa tice shall refuse or be unwilling to sell such discharge, such apprentice shall be at liberty
justicesto proc to apply to the nearest magistrate, to be appointed by special commission, who shall there-
thereon. upon give notice to the person entitled to the services of such apprentice, or his or their

representative or agent, and such last-mentioned person shall thereupon appoint a justice of
the peace ofthe precinct in which the apprentice shall reside, who shall and hes hereby required
to associate himself with such special justice of the peace, and the said two justices shall also
associate with them one other Justice of the peace, who is also hereby required to associate
himself as aforesaid; and in case the said special justice and generaljustice of the peace
cannot agree on the third justice so to be called in, then the chief judge for the said precinct
shall name and appoint such third justice; provided, that in case such chief judge shall
have any interest in the question, the next assistant judge in seniority shall appoint such
third justice.

Clause 19, And be it further enacted, that the said three justices shall meet at such place as the
Manner ofproceedin justices themselves shall appoint, and shall proceed to fix a value upon such apprentice,
valueof apprentice ® ‘which valuation shall be binding and conclusive on all parties, and upon the amount of such
ship. valuation being paid to the person entitled to receive the same, or to the treasurer as_here-

after mentioned, such apprentice shall beabsolutely discharged from the remainder of the
term of apprenticeship, and the three justices shall grant a certificate under their hands in
the form following:

Form ofjustices’ dis- ** We do certify and declare that A. B., the apprentice of C. D., of the parish of
charge to an appren- , hath this day been discharged and released from the remainder of the term of
fee. his [or her] apprenticeship. Given under our hands this . dayof ”

Provided that notice of the time and place of meeting shall be given to the person entitled
to the services of such apprentice, or to his legal representative, or left at his or her usual
place of residence, at least 14 days before such meeting; and that the saidjustices shall
and may issue their summons to any witness of whose materiality they shall be satisfied
either on the part of the apprentice or the person entitled to his or her services, and shall
examine such witness on oath, touching the value of the services of such apprentice; and in
case any person so summoned to attend shall refuse or neglect to attend, the said three
justices shall and they are hereby empowered and required to issue their warrant, authoriz-

ing
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ing any lawfut constable to apprehend and bring any such person so summoned before them,
in order that he or she may be examined in the premises.

And be it further enacted, that in case any person shall by virtue of any estate tail or
limitation,.or remainder, or anysecurity, claim any right to the services of the said appren-
tice for the remainder of the term of his apprenticeship, expectant upon the death of the
erson then entitled to his orher services, or by virtue of such security, and shall by reason

thereof claim a rightto participate in the amount paid for the discharge of such appren-
tice, the said three justices shall direct such amount to be paid to the treasurer of this
Island, until the nights of the parties are ascertained and decided as hereinafter mentioned,
and such sum shall bear interest at 6/. per cent. until again paid out, and shall in the

meantime be used as the public funds of the Island.

And be it further enacted, that any party claiming to be entitled to the sum so paid to
the treasurer, shall be at liberty to apply, by summary petition or special motion, to the
Governor and Council, who shall, upon hearing the matter, adjudge and determine how and
to whom such sum of money shall be paid and applied, and the treasurer shall thereupon,
unless such decision shall be appealed from, pay such amount as the Governor and Council
shall by their order direct.

And be it further enacted, that in case the person entitled to the service of any apprentice
so applying to bedischarged, shall refuse or neglect to appoint a justice, such special jus-
ticeChall associate with him a general justice of the peace, and such two justices shall
thereupon proceed in manner hereinbefore directed, and with the same powers as herein-
before enacted respecting the said three justices,

Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if before any order shall be made by the
said justices, or any such appraisement so to be made as aforesaid, it shall be alleged before
thesaid justices that such apprenticed labourerpurposed to be discharged, hath at any time
during his or her apprenticeship been convicted in a due course of law of any robbery or
theft, or in.case such apprenticed labourer shall be charged before any justice of the peace,
or any criminal court, with having committed any theft or robbery, the said justices shall
inquire into the-truth of such allegation, and.if it shall be made to appear to them by good
and sufficient evidence upon oath, that such apprenticed labourer hath during such his or her
apprenticeship been so: convicted of any robbery or theft, the said justices shall and they
are hereby required not to make any order on such appraisement, and thereupon the same
and all other proceedings for the discharge of any such apprenticed labourer shall be stayed
antil the expiration of three years of the term of his or her apprenticeship from the time of
the conviction of such apprenticed labourer of any such theft or robbery: and if such ap-
prenticed. labourer shall be under such charge before such justice or court, such justices
shall suspend further proceeding on such appraisement, until such apprenticed labourer shall
be convicted or acquitted of any such charge, and if convicted theaforesaid proceedings shall
be stayed for the period last aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be subject or liable to be
removed from this Island, and that no predial apprenticed labourer who may, in manner
aforesaid, become attached to the soil, shall be subject or liable to perform labour in the
service of his or her employer or employers, except upon or in or about the works and busi-
ness of the plantations or estates to which such predial apprenticed labourer shall have been
attached, or on which he or she shall have been usually employed on or previously to the
said 1st day of August 1834: provided nevertheless, that with the consent in writing of any
two or more justices of the peace holding such special commission as hereinafter mentioned,
it shall be lawful for the person or persons entitled to the services of any such attached
predial apprenticed labourer or labourers, to transfer his, her or their services to any other
estate or plantation in this Island to such person or persons belonging, which written consent
shall in no case be given, or be of anyvaldit , unless such justices of the peace shall first
have ascertained that such transfer would not Rave the effect of separating any such attached
predial apprenticed labourer from his or her wife or husband, parent or child, provided the
child be under the age of 18 years, or from any person orpersons reputed to bear any
such relation to him or her, and that such transfer would not probabl injurious to the
health or welfare of such attached predial apprenticed labourer; and such consent shall
be in the form annexed, marked (A.) ; and every such consent shall be recorded in a book by
the special justice into whose district such predial apprenticed labourer as aforesaid shall be
Temoved, or should such removal be in the same district, then by the special justice of such
district: provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall hinder or prevent the
temporary employment of any such predial apprenticed labourer, attached to the soil onany
other estate or plantation belonging to the person or persons entitled to the services of suc.
predial apprenticed labourer, nor the hiring out of any surplus labour, for the cultivation ties.
of ‘any neighbouring lands or manufacture of any sugar or other produce thereon, provided
that such predial apprenticed labourer shall be allowed sufficient time for going to and
returning from such other estate or plantation, or such. neighbouring lands, to be deducted
out of the portion of time during which such person or persons shall be entitled to the ser-
vices of such preedial labourer; provided also, that nothing herein contained shall prevent or
be construed to prevent the employment of any predial apprenticed labourerin, repairing
any of the roads, highways or streets where any assessments of labour shall be made for that

eoelel. such labour to be deducted: out of the 45 hours’ labour to which their employers are
itled. .
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And be it further enacted, that the right or interest of any person or persons to and in the
service of any such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, shall pass and be transferred by bar.

in and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent, inthe same manner as lands of
mheritance, and be subject to the same rules of law as are required to pass lands of inheri-
tance, and by none other, notwithstanding the abridged duration of such Property 5 provided
that no such apprenticed labourer shall, by virtue of any such bargain an sale, contract,
deed, conveyance, will or descent, be subject or liable to be separated from his or her wife
or husband or parent or child, or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such rela-
tion to him or her.

And be it further enacted, that in all cases where any plantations or lands shall be sold
ng under any decree of the Court of Chancery in this Island, the right and interest of the mort-

gagee, seller or debtor of, in or to the services of all predial apprenticed labourers attached
to the soil of such plantations or lands, shall be transferred and go along with suchplanta-
tions and lands; and the purchasers of such plantations or lands shall be entitled to the
services of such predial apprenticed labourers so attached to the soil of such plantations
or lands, and be Fable to the duties hereinbefore required by this Act from:persons entitled
to such services,

And be it further enacted, that during the continuance ofanysuch apprenticeship as afore-
said, the person or persons for the time being entitled to the services of every such apprenticed.
labourer, shall be and is and are hereby required to supply or cause to be supplied to him or
her, such food, clothing, lodging, medicine and medical attendance as hereinaftermentioned ;
that is to say, each and every such apprenticed labourer above the age of 16 years shall
receive in each week not less than 30 pounds of plantains, potatoes, yams or eddoes, or 10
pints of Guinea or Indian corn, and a pound of cod fish or herrings, Shads or other pickled
fish, or other salted provisions equal thereto; and every such apprenticed labourer, from the
age of 12 years to the age of 16 years, shall receive two-thirds of the above allowances of
food; and every such apprenticed labourer, from the age of six to the age of 12, shall receive
the one-half of the first-mentioned allowances of food ; and children under six years of age,
being apprenticed labourers, shall be provided with proper and sufficient food for their sup-
port: provided nevertheless, that the person or persons entitled to the services of any such
apprenticed labourer, or any person or persons acting in his or her behalf, who may be
unable or unwilling to procure such provisions as hereinbefore mentioned, may, with the
authority in writing of the special justice of the peace of the district in which such appren-
ticed labourer or labourers is or are resident, substitute for the same, or any part orparts
thereof, any other kind of provisions, or any money-payment or allowance of time for such
apprenticed labourer or labourers, to work for his, her or their own benefit and advantage, as
shall, in the judgment of such special justice, be equivalent to the allowances hereinbefore
prescribed; and all provisions so to be delivered and suppliedto the apprenticed labourers,
shall be sound and fit for consumption, and of goodavenge merchantable quality; and the
same shall be delivered and supplied to such apprenticed labourer once or oftener in each
week, on any other day than Saturday or Sunday; and if any such person or persons as
aforesaid, subject and liable so to do, shall not deliver or supply to such apprenticed
labourer provisions of such amount and quality, and at such times as he, she orthey is or
are hereinbefore required to deliver and supply the same, such person or persons shall incur
and become liable to a penalty (provided complaint thereof be made within 14 days,) equal
to twice the value of the provisions which ought so to have been supplied for the use and
benefit of such apprenticed labourer injured by euch omission or neglect, unless it can be
proved that the same cannot be purchased in any of the towns or markets of this Island;
provided that, if, before any complaint shall be lodged by any such apprenticed labourer, the
person or persons so omitting or neglecting to deliver or supply such provisions, shall have
actually delivered and supplied or tendered all arrears of provisions to such apprenticed
labourer, then and in such case such person or persons shall be released and ischarged
from all such penalty or penalties: provided nevertheless, that in time of scarcity the Gover-
nor, by and with the advice of the Council, may from time to time by proclamation, to be by
him for that purpose issued, authorize the substitution of any other provisions or allowances
which can be procured in lieu of the aforesaid allowances: provided always nevertheless,
that whilst apprenticed labourers shall be imprisoned in any house of correction orpublic
rison of this {sland, the employer or employers of such apprenticed labourers shall not be
ound to provide them with any allowance of food, or money to purchase food, but that they

shall be fed at the public expense; and in all such cases where a weekly payment shall be
agreed on as aforesaid, then such weekly money-payment or wages shall be recovered before
the special justice of the district where such apprenticed labourer shall reside.

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that if any person or persons subject and
liable to supply and deliver such food as aforesaid be willing to maintain any preedial ap-
renticed labourer or labourers by the appropriation of land, to be by such apprenticed
abourer or labourers cultivated for that purpose, such person or persons shall be at liberty to
do so under the following conditions, that is to say, for every predial apprenticed labourer s0 to
be maintained, and being of the age of 16 years and upwards, such person or persons shall
be bound to set apart half an acre of land properly adapted for the growth of ground pro-
visions or corn, and not more than a mile distant from the place of residence of suchpredial
apprenticed labourer; and in respect of every apprenticed labourer so to be maintained and
being under the age of 16 years, every such person or persons as aforesaid shall be bound to
set apart for the father or reputed father or mother of every such infant apprentice half the

quantity
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quantity of like land; or if such infant shall have no parent to whose services such person
or persons shall-be entitled, then such land shall be set apart for any other preedial appren-
ticed labourer or other person who shall be willing to be charged with the cultivation
thereof, for the benefit of such infant; and every such person or persons who shall be willin.
to maintain any predial apprenticed labourer by the appropriation of land as aforesaid, shall
within the first week of April in each and every year deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the
special justice of the district in which such predial apprenticed labourer shall reside, a
written declaration in the form annexed, marked (B.), which written declaration shall be
signed by the person or persons aforesaid, or in his, her or their name or names, by his, her
or their constituted attorney or attornies in this Island, and recorded at the office of the
special justice of the district aforesaid; and every such person or persons aforesaid shall,
during the period to which such declaration shall apply, be bound to maintain such predial
apprenti labourer in the manner thereby proposed, unless such special justice as afore-
said shall, by a written licence under his hand, authorize such person or persons within that
period to change the mode of maintaining such his predial apprenticed labourers; and it shall
not be lawful for any person or persons aforesaid, or his, her or their creditor or creditors, or
other person or persons claiming under him, her or them, to dispossess any such apprenticed
labourer of any land 80 cultivated by him, her or them, until he, she or they shall have had
full time and opportunity for reaping and gathering in all crops by him or her planted and
growing upon such ground; and if such predial apprenticed labourer shall, by a due course
of law, be dispossessed of such land on which any crops are growing, then and in such
case it shall and may be lawful for the special justice of the district in which such land lies
to summon any five freeholders of the vicinity of the same to appraise the value of such
¢rops growing on such land, who, and the said special justice, shall repair to the place where
such land lies, and such special justice is hereby authorized to administer to such freeholders,
or any three or more of them who shall be present, the following oath:

“‘ You and each and every of you do swear, that, according to the best of your judgment,
you will make a true, just and impartial appraisement of the value of the crop or crops of
corn (or whatever other crop or crops shall be planted on such land,) growing on the land
now shown to you. So help you, God.”

And the. appraisement so to be made shall be reduced to writing, and signed by the
freeholders who shall make such appraisement, and the amount of such appraisement shall
be paid to the apprenticed labourer from whom such crops shall have been taken, within 14
days from the date of such appraisement, by the person or persons who or in whose behalf
such written declaration asafpresaid for the appropnation of land shall have been made and
signed; and in default thereof the same shall be recoverable as servants’ wages, on com-
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plaint before such special justice by such apprenticed labourer or Jabourers as aforesaid;and Twenty-six days to be
every predial apprenticed labourerfor or in respect of whom any land shall be so appro-
priated and set apart, shall in each year be allowed 26 days, exclusive of Saturdays, for the
cultivation thereof, between the Ist day of April and the ist day of December, and each of
such 26 days shall be understood to consist of 24 hours, commencing at the hour of ix in
the morning, and terminating at the hour of six the next succeeding morning; and if any

rson or persons as aforesaid who shall undertake to maintain such preedial apprenticed
abourer by the appropriation of land, shall not set apart for every apprenticed labourer who
is maintained by the cultivation of land, such land of such quality and quantity, and so
situate as hereinbefore ‘required, or shall dispossess any such apprenticed labourer of any
land by him or her cultivated, until such apprenticed labourer shall have had full time and
opportunity for reaping and gathering in all crops by him or her planted and growing upon
such land, every person so offending shall incur and be liable to a penalty equal to twice
the amount of loss sustained by such apprenticed labourer, by every such act, omission
or neglect, which penalty shall be ascertained by appraisement of freeholders, in manner
hereinbefore required in cases of dispossession by due courée of law, and the same shall be
recovered on complaint before such special justice as aforesaid, for the use and benefit of
the apprenticed labourer so injured, and every such freeholder who shall have received five
days’ notice in writing for that purpose, shall omit, neglect or refuse, to attend at the time
and place stated in such notice or summons, a copy of which shall be served on him, shall
pay a fine of 25s., unless guch cause as would excuse or exempt such freeholder. from at-
tending as a juror in any of the courts of common pleas in this Island shall be shown by
euch absent freeholder within 14 days from the date of such non-attendance, or by some
person on his behalf, to such special justice, and execution shall be signed at the expiration
of 14 days by such special justice for the amount of such fine, and such execution shall be
lodged with the provost-marshal of the Island, to be proceeded on by him: as in cases of
execution against jurors for not attending at any court of common pleas, and the amount
thereof paid into the public treasury.

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that all persons who by the laws of this

allowed in each year
for cultivating such
land.

Clause 29,
Island are exempted from serving as jurors in the respective courts of common pleas of this Exemption of fiee-
Island, shall also be, and they are hereby declared to be exempted from serving as freeholders
for any of the purposes whatsoever in and by this Act prescribed with respect to freeholders.

And whereas the slaves of this Island have been permitted by their owners to keep hogs,
Clause 30.

Stock belonging to ap-
goats, sheep and feathered stock, and the merkets of this Island are suprlicd to great extcnt pzenticed labourers
with butchers’ meat, and almost exclusively with poultry so raised: and whereas it frequently
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and destroy or injure the crops growing thereon, and it has been thought necessary to makea
law authorizing the destruction of the stock belonging to slaves so straying: .and whereas it
becomes necessary to provide against the damage which the owners of lands may be subject
to from the stock of apprenticed labourers; be it therefore enacted, that if the owners of an
plantations or lands shall suffer their apprenticed labourers to keep any cattle, hogs, goats,
sheep or feathered stock, and which shall be found trespassing on such plantations or lands,
it shall and may be lawful for the owners of such plantations or lands, or their Trepresenta-
tives, to cause every such hog, or such feathered stock, either to be killed or impounded on
such plantations or lands, and to cause such cattle, goat or sheep, that shall be so found
trespassing, to be impounded on such plantation or land ; and for every one-of such cattle,
hog, goat, or sheep so impounded, the owner of such plantation or land shall be entitled to
a quarter dollar, and for every head of feathered stock, 5 d., which,.if not paid in seven days,
the owner, or his manager or representative, may sell such cattle, hog, goat, sheep or
feathered stock, and after dedueting the sum or sums aforesaid, and the expense of feed-
ing such cattle, hog, goat, sheep or feathered stock, such owner, or his manager or Tepre-
sentative, shall pay the overplus to the apprenticed labourers to whom the cattle, hogs, goats,
sheep or feathered stock, so impounded and sold, shall belong; or the owners of such plan-
tations or lands which shall be so trespassed upon, or his or her manager or representative,
may lodge a complaint with the special justice of the district, who is hereby required to
issue a Summons to three of the neighbouring freeholders to the land trespassed on, direct-
ing them to appraise such damage done by any such eattle, hogs, goats, sheep or feathered
stock, which freeholders are hereby required to attend and appraise such damageaccordingly,
and return such appraisement to the said special justice, under the penalty of 253. for every
neglect by any such freeholder without reasonable cause, to be allowed by the said justice,
to be recovered and paid into the public treasury, in the manner hereinbefore prescribed,
am case of default made by freeholders; and if the apprenticed labourer to whom any such
cattle, hog, goat, sheep or feathered stock shall belong, shall not within seven days pay the
amount of such damage, the special justice is hereby authorized to direct any police officer
or constable to sell and dispose of the stock so impounded, and after payment of the amount
of damagesoappraised to pay the overplus to the apprenticed labourer, and if the damage
shall exceed the value of the stock so impounded and sold, the special justice shall adjudge
such apprenticed labourer to make good the difference out of his or her extra labour.

And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of every person or persons entitled to
the services of such apprenticed labourers, and they are here Yrequired to deliver to eve
apprenticed labourer, not being a domestic, for his or her use, between the 1st day of Marek
and the 1st day of June in each and every year, the following articles; that is to say, to
every male apprenticed labourer one worsted or Kilmarnock cap, one woollen or Pennistone
jacket, one Oznaburg shirt, and one pair of Oznaburg trousers; to every female appren-
ticed labourer one worsted or Kilmarnock cap or one printed cotton handkerchief, one woollen
or Pennistone jacket, and one Oznaburg petticoat, and one Oznaburg or check shift: pro-
vided nevertheless, that for all non-predial apprenticed labourers who may be domestics,
the person or persons entitled to his, her or their services shall be at full liberty topro-
vide any other fit and sufficient clothing he, she or they shall think proper: provided
always, that with the consent and authority in writing of the special justice of the district, in
which any such predial apprenticed labourers are resident, the person or persons entitled to
their services, or any person acting in his or her behalf, may, and he, she and they are and
is hereby authorized to substitate, for the articles hereinbefore enumerated, any other articles
of clothing which shall in the judgment of such special justice be equivalent to the articles
hereinbefore enumerated, directed and prescribed; and all the articles hereinbefore enumer-
ated, and so to be supplied to such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, or substituted in manner.
aforesaid, shall be of good average merchantable quality ; and if any person or persons sub~
ject and liable to provide any such enumerated articles as aforesaid shall neglect or omit,
within the time or times hereinbefore for that purpose limited, to supply and deliver to and
for the use of any such apprenticed labourers aforesaid, such articles ofclothin as are herein-
before enumerated, the person or persons so offending shall mcur and become liable toa fine
equal to twice the value of the article or articles withholden, for the use and benefit of the
apprenticed labourer injured by such neglect.

And whereas it may be mutually beneficial to employers and their apprenticed labourers,
that a substitution of time shall be allowed to such apprenticed labourers in lieu of the fish
and clothing to which they are hereinbefore entitled; be it therefore enacted, that in every
case where any master, mistress or employer shall prefer to give time in lieu of fish and
clothing to any of his or her apprenticed labourers, being above the age of 12 rears, "he or
she shall be at liberty so to do, by and with the consent of the special justice of the district,
rovided that such master, mistress or employer shall give and allow to such apprenticed

dabourer one day in every fortnight to enable such apprenticed labourers out of the earnings
of his or her labour to supply‘himeelf or herself with fish and clothing; and the master,
mistress or employer, with such consent as aforesaid, shall within the first weekin April in
each and every year, deliver or cause to be delivered to thespecial justice of the district-in
which he or she may reside, a written declaration in the form annexed, marked (C.), which
written declaration shall be signed by such master, mistress or employer, or in ‘his or her-
name by his or her constituted attorhey or attornies in this Island, and recorded at the office
of the special justice of the district last aforesaid; and every such master, mistress or em-
ployer shall, during the periodto which such declaration shall apply, be bound to allowsuc

apprentice
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apprenticed labourer such day in every fortnight, exclusive of Saturday, Christmas-day and
Good Friday, or forfeit and pay to such apprenticed labourer the sum of 2s. 6d. for each
daywitbheld.

And be it farther enacted by theauthority aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for every
apprenticed labourer, and every apprenticed labourer is hereby authorized, at his or her free will
and pleasure, on each and every Sunday throughout the year, and on Good Friday and
Christmas-day, to attend at the celebration of Divine worship in any church or chapel what-
soever; provided nevertheless, that every apprenticed labourer whose services for the protec-
tion of property, or tending of cattle, or for t eperformance of any domestic duties, shall be

rendered necessary on Sunday, shall be subject to such regulations respecting the times
which shall be allowed to suchapprenticed labourer for the attendance on Divine worship as
the employer of every such apprenticed labourer shall make for that purpose; provided
nevertheless, that no apprenticed labourer shall be prevented by any such regulation from
attending once at some place of worship on the Sabbath-day, and on Christmas-day and
Good Friday.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the proprietor or proprietors of
any estate in which there shall be 40 apprenticed labourers and upwards, shall, and he, she or
they are and is hereby required to engage a medical practitioner to visit such apprenticed
labourers in such his medical capacity, not less than once in every week; and during the
illness or indisposition of such apprenticed labourer, his or her usual allowances, in a dressed
state, or some other appropriate diet, shall be provided for him or her; and every other person
entitled to the services of any apprenticed labourer shall be and is hereby required to pro-
vide medical assistance for every such apprenticed labourer when necessary; provided always
nevertheless, that no apprenticed labourer shall be compelled or permitted to quit the hos-
ital or sick-house without the permission of the medical practitioner of the plantation or

estate to which he or she shall belong, and it shall and may be lawful to keep the doors of
such hospital or sick-house locked, to prevent apprenticed labourers from disobeying the
orders of such medical practitioner.

And be it further enacted, that if any proprietor or proprietors as aforesaid, or any other
person or persons entitled to the services of any apprenticed labourer or labourers, shall
refuse or neglect or omit to provide such medical attendance as hereinbefore mentioned, and
such medicines as shall be required, the person so offending shall for and in respect ofevery
such offence incur and become liable to a fine of not less than 5/., or more than 15. to be
recovered before the special justice of the district in which such apprenticed labourer shall
reside; one half of which fine shall go to the informer, and the other half shall be paid into
the public treasury of the Island.

Andbeit further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every person entitled to the ser-
vices of any apprenticed labourer shall furnish such apprenticed labourer nightly with a
wholesome place of lodging; and if such apprenticed labourer be a predial apprenticed
labourer, attached to the soil, such place of lodging shall be provided on the plantation or
estate to which he or she ghall be attached, under a penalty in default thereof for each and
every omission of not less than 2s. 6d. or more than 5s., for the use of such apprenticed
labourer in respect of whom such default shall be made, to be recovered before the special
justice of the district to which such apprenticed labourer shall belong; provided that com-
plaint be made within seven days after the default.

And be it further enacted, that, subject to the obligations imposed by this Act upon
apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, all and every the persons who on the 1st day of August
1834 shall be holden in slavery within this Island, shall, upon and from and after the said
ist day of August 1834, become and be to all intents and purposes free and discharged of
and from all manner of slavery, and shall be absolutelyand for ever manumitted, and that
the children thereafter to be born to any such persons, ‘and the offspring of such children,
shall in like manner be free from their birth; and that from and after the Ist day of August
1asinve phal be and is hereby utterly and for ever abolished and declared unlawful
within sland.

And whereas it may happen that children who have not attained the age of six years on
the said 1st day of ugust 1834, or that children who after that day may be born to any
female apprenticed labourers, may not be properly supported by their parents, and that no
other person may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such children, and it
#8 necessary that provision should be made for the maintenance of such children in such con-
tingency; be it therefore enacted, that if any child who on the said 1st day of August 1834
had not completed his or her sixth year, or if any child to which any female apprenticed
labourer might give birth on or after the said 1st day of August 1834, shall be brought
fore any justice ofthe peace holding any such special commission as hereinafter mentioned ;

und if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of such justice that any such child is
unprovided with an adequate maintenance, and that such child hath not completed her or
his age of 12 years, it shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required on behalf of
any such child, to execute an indenture of a prenticeship in the form annexed, marked (D.),
thereby binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the person or persons entitled to
the services of the mother of such child, or who had been last entitled to the services of suchmother ; but in case it shall be made to appear to any such justice that any such person or278. persons
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persons as aforesaid is or are unable or unfit to enter into such indenture, and properlyto per-
form the conditions thereof, then it shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required
by such indenture to bind any such child to any other person or persons to be by him for
that purpose approved, and who may be willing and able properly to perform such condi-
tions ; and it shall by every such in ienture of apprenticeship be declared whether such child
shall thenceforward belong to the cl ss of attached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the
class of unattached predial apprentived labourers, or to the class of non-predial apprenticed
labourers; and the term of such apprenticeship of any such child shall by such indenture be
limited and made to continue in force until such child shall have completed his or her 2is¢
year and no longer; and every child soapprenticedasaforesaid, by the order of any such
justice of the peace as aforesaid, shall dunng his or her apprenticeship be subject to all such
and the same rules and regulations respecting the work or labour to be by them done or
performed, and respecting the food and other supplies to be by him or her furnished, as any
other such apprenticed labourer as aforesaid: provided always, that the said indenture of
apprenticeship shall contain sufficient words of obligation upontheemployer to allow rea-
sonable time and opportunity for the education and religious instruction of such child; and
every indenture of apprenticeship executed by virtue of this enactment shall be recorded in
the office of the special justice of the district where such apprenticed labourer shall belong :
provided also, and be it further enacted, that if any child or children under the age of 12
ears, whose parent or parents, or other person or persons, have undertaken to maintain such

child or children, and who may have been allowed by the employer of his or her parent or
parents, or of such other person or persons as aforesaid, toreside on the plantation or lands
of such employer, shall have been detected three times in plundering or stealing from the
lands or buildings of such employer any of the growing or other crops, or any other articles
whatsoever, the same shall be evidence that such child or children is or are not properly

‘ supported by his or her parent or parents, or such other person or persons as have under-
taken the maintenance of such child or children: provided also, that if the person or persons
entitled to the services of the mother of any such child as aforesaid, or who shall have been
last entitled to the services of sach mother, shall not be possessed of lands, such person or
persons shall not be compelled to accept and receive any such child as an apprenticed
labourer, nor shall any such person or persons, although possessing lands, be compelled to
accept and receive any such child as an apprenticed labourer, except such child be bound to
such person or persons as a predial apprenticed labourer.

And whereas it is necessary that various rules and regulations shall be framed and esta-
blished for the government and protection of such apprenticed labourers; be it therefore
enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that for the purposes of this Act the Island of Barbadoes
shall be and the same is hereby declared to be divided into judicial districts, in the manner
that shall be hereafter determined by the Governor and Council, by an Order in Council, to
be made and published for that purpose.

And be it further enacted, that one or more special justice of the peace, to be nominated
as hereinafter mentioned, shall be appointed to each of the said districts, who shall reside
within the district to which he or they shall be appointed, unless when prevented by sick-
ness or other reasonable cause, to be allowed by the Governor.

And be it further enacted, that every such special justice of the peace shall be accessible
at all seasonable hours to receive complaints ; and every such special justice of the peace
shall keep an office open for the receiving, hearing and determining all such complaints and
cases as are cognizable by him from 10 o’clock in the morning until four o’clock in the after-
noon in every day in the week (except Sunday) if necessary.

And be it further enacted, that every such special justice who shall be called on and
applied to by the proprietor or manager of any plantation for that purpose, shall repair to
such plantation, being within his district, there to take cognizance of such case or cases a8
shallbe brought before him: provided nevertheless, that such special justice shall not be
compelled to repair to any such plantation, or attend any such call or application, unless
three or more apprenticed labourers shall be implicated in the charge or accusation preferred
against them by the proprietor or manager of such plantation, and unless such charge shall
be of a serious nature, and made or supported on oath before such special justice by any
such proprietor or manager, or some cre ‘ble witness or witnesses.

And be it further enacted, that every such special justice of the peace shall keep 2 journal
of all the cases brought before him, in which he shall enter, 1stly, the date of the complaint;
2dly, the name of the complainant; 3dly, the substance of the complaint ; 4thly, the names
of the witnesses adduced on either side; 5thly, the substance of the evidence; éthly, his
decision on the case ; 7thly, whether the decision has been carried into effect; sthly, any
general remarks which he may think desirable ; and all such journals shall be kept m one
uniform manner, to be prescribed for that purpose by the Governor and Council.

And be it further enacted, that at the end ofeach quarter every special justice of the peace
shall transmit to the Governor and Council @ duplicate of his journal for the receding
quarter, with an affidavit thereof annexed, to the effect that it has been faithfully kept, an
that with the exception of unintentional errors it contains a true account of all the proceed-
ings in which the deponent has been engaged as such special justice during the quarter to
which it refers; aud until the Governor and Council shall have actually receivedthe duphi-

. cate
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cate journal so verified, such special justice shall not be entitled to receive his salary for that
quarter.

And be it further enacted, that on receiving any complaint it shall be the duty of the
special justiceto reduce it to writing, and to cause it to be read by, or to read it over to the
complainant, by whom it shall be then subscribed; and if the complaint shall appear to such
‘ustice immaterial, and not to deserve further mary, he may at once dismiss the complaint ;
Sat if he shall think inquiry necessary, he shall call upon the complainant to make oath that
the complaint is true according to his information, if the person making the complaint be
not a witness himself; after which the said special justice shall either issue his warrant for
the arrest of the party charged, or shall issue a summons for his attendance, as the case may
require, which warrant of arrest shall be in the form annexed, marked (E.), and which sum-
mons is in the form annexed, marked (F.)

And be it further enacted, that such warrant of arrest shall be issued in all cases in which
theparty is charged with a capital or transportable offence, ia all cases where there is reason
to apprehend that the party charged would endeavour to escape, and in all cases where there
is reason to apprehend danger to the public peace from delay, and in all other cases such
special justice shall proceed in the first instance by summons,

And be it further enacted, that in all cases in which it may be necessary to adduce wit-
nesses in support of or in answer to any such complaint, the said special justices shall issue
a summons for the attendance of witnesses in the annexed form, marked (G.)

And be it further enacted, that at the time and place appointed by any such warrant or
summons for proceeding upon any such complaint, such special justice shall in the presence
of all parties first read over the written compiaint, and then take down in writing the answer
of the party charged, and then proceed to examine on oath the party complaining and the wit-
nesses, taking down in writing the deposition of each witness, which shall be read over to
and signed by such witness.

And be it further enacted, that such special justice may from time to time adjourn any
such proceedings for further inquiry, and if he has reason to apprehend that the party or

ies charged will escape, may commit him, her or them to custody, pending such adjourn-
ment, or take bail for his, her or their appearance; and every such commitment or bail-bond
shall be in the annexed forms marked (H.) and (I.)

And be it further enacted, that at the close of such proceedings the said special justice
shall pronounce his decision thereupon, which decision he shall reduce into writing, and
subscribe with his hand, by which decision he shall, as law and reason may seem to him to
require, either dismiss the complaint, or sanction any compromise between the parties he may
think just, or convict the party or parties charged, or commit him, her or them to prison to
take his, her or their trial for any felony or capital offence imputed to him, her or them.

And be it further enacted, that if such complaint shall be dismissed, the said special justice
shall in such his written decision state whether it was dismissed as being unproved, or as
being frivolous, or as being vexatious and malicious.

And be it further enacted, that if any complaint shall be dismissed as being vexatious and
malicious, the said special justice may adjudge the complainant, if an apprenticed labourer,
to work in the service of his or her employer or employers for any number of extra days;
provided that the time of extra work in any one week shall not exceed nine hours, or to im-
prisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or to solitary confine-
ment not exceeding one week, or to whipping not exceeding 20 stripes if a male; and if the
employer of any apprenticed labourer be the complainant, toa fine not exceeding 40s., for the
benefit of the party charged ; which judgment shall be a bar to any suit, action or prosecu-
tion against such complainant for calumny, defamation, malicious prosecution or otherwise,
in respect of such his or her complaint.

And be it further enacted, that if the special justice by such his decision convict the part
charged, or convict the complainant of preferring a vexatious and malicious complaint, suc
conviction shall be severally drawn up according to the forms annexed, marked (K.) and
(L.); and if such special justice shall commit the party charged to take his trial for any im-
puted felony or capital offence, such commitment shall be drawn up in the form annexed,
marked (M.), and upon any such conviction as aforesaid of any apprenticed labourer, such
special justice shall issue a warrant for the execution thereof, whichwarrant shall be in the
form annexed, marked (N,)

And be it further enacted, that all summonses, warrants, commitments and other orders
so to be issued by such special justice as aforesaid, shall be executed by the police officers
of his district; provided nevertheless, that such special justice is hereby authorized, as
occasion may require, to address the same to any other person or persons jointly with or
instead of such officers of police as to him may seem requisite; and any summons, warrant,
wut or order issued by any such special justice within his own district, may without any
further authority be ‘carried into execution in any part of this Island though beyond the
limits of such district.
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And whereas, as well to discourage the bringing of frivolous, vexatious and malicious
complaints, actions and prosecutions, as in some measure to indemnify the employers of a:
prenticed labourers for the loss of their services, and apprenticed labourers for the loss oftheir
extra time where such apprenticed labourers shall be summoned as witnesses; be it enacted,
that no summons for an apprenticed labourer shall be considered as duly executed, unless
at the time of summoning such apprenticed labourer notice of summons be left with the
proprietor of the plantation or estate to which such apprenticed labourer is attached, or on.
which he or she shall be employed, or with the person or persons entitled to the services of
such apprenticed labourer, or with his or her manager or representative ; and along with such
notice, if the summons be at the suit, or on the prosecution or complaint of any other person
than an apprenticed labourer, shall be left the sum of 1s. 62d. in respect of every appren-
ticed labourer so summoned, for the use of the person or persons entitled to the services of the
apprenticed labourer summoned ; and in case such summons shall require the attendance of
any such apprenticed labourer out of the district to which he or she belongs, then at the time
of leaving such notice as aforesaid there shall be left the sum of 2s. 6d. for each and eve
such apprenticed labourer so summoned, for the use of the person or persons aforesaid; and
in case such summons shall be for the attendance of any predial apprenticed labourer ag a
witness on any day during which such apprenticed labourer shall be entitled to his or her
own earnings, then such summons shall not be considered as duly executed, unless at the
time of leaving such summons the person executing the same shall, if the attendance of such
apprenticed labourer as a witness be required within the district to which he or shebelongs,
leave with or for the use of such apprenticed labourer the sum of 1s. 6 2d.; and if the atten-
dance of such apprenticed labourer be required by such summons out of such district, the
sum of 2s. 6d. shall be left; and in case such summons shall require the attendance of such
apprenticed labourer out of his or her district, at the suit or onthe prosecution or complaint
oF any other apprenticed labourer, then there shall be left with such notice as aforesaid the
sum of 1s.6 gd. forthe use of the person or persons so entitled as aforesaid to the services
of such summoned apprenticed labourer, or for the use of the apprenticed labourer sum-
moned, in case he or she shall be summoned on any day to which he or she shall be entitled-
to the earnings of his or her labour, or otherwise such summons shall not be considered as
duly executed: provided nevertheless, that nothing in this enactment contained shall extend
or be construed to extend to any case where any person or persons whomsoever shall be
summoned as a witness on the inquiry or trial OF any felony or capital crime; and the
officer who shall be entrusted with the execution of such summons shall make a return
thereof, and the manner ofexecuting the same, on oath before the special justice ofthe peace
who shall have issued such summons, beforé any process shall issue against any person or
persons for disobeying any such summons.

And be it further enacted, that if any person shall be duly summoned by the authority of
any such special justice of the peace, not being an apprenticed labourer,as a witness, and shall
not appear in obedience to such summons, he or she shall incur a fine not exceeding the sum
of 40s. current money of this Island, to be paid into the public treasury, to be adjudged by
such special justice of the peace, unless it shall appear to such special justice at or within
five days after the time specified in such summons for the appearance of such person as a
witness, that the party summoned was prevented by illness or other reasonable cause, to be
admitted by such special justice; andif such person be an apprenticed labourer, and unable
to pay the fine, he or she shall be subject to confinement, with hard labour or solitary
confinement for any time not exceeding a week, or to whipping, if a male, not exceeding 20
stripes; and if any person so summoned, and appearing in obedience to such summons,
shall refuse to be sworn or examined, or to answer any question proposed to him or her by
such special justice in relation to the matters pending before him, which question such per-
son would be compelled to answer in any court of record, it shall be lawful for such special
justice to commit such offender to prison in any place of confinement within the district of
such special justice, or in the common gaol, there to remain in close custody until he or she
shall submit to be sworn and examined, and to make such answer as aforesaid, and every
such warrant of arrest or commitment shall be in the form annexed, marked (O.)

And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the
Governor and Council that the forms of proceeding hereinbefore prescribed are needlessly
burdensome upon the justices of the said districts, or that they impede or interfere with the
prompt and effective execution of the law, the Governor, with the advice of his Council,
shall and he is hereby authorized to suspend any of the preceding rules, or to adapt the

. same to the circumstances of the case, so as more effectually to promote the punctual, or-
derly and effective execution of the law, and for that purpose to issue a proclamation, which

shall be transmitted for His Majesty’s confirmation, and which until disallowed shall be in
1 force.

And whereas it is necessary to provide penalties and punishments for the non-performaace
of their duties by apprenticedlabourers towards their employers, be it therefore enacted,
that every apprenticed labourer who shall absent himself or herself from his or her em-
ployer’s service without the leave of his or her employer or employers, or of some other pet-
son acting in his, her or their behalf, unless taken suddenly ill during any extra time such
apprenticed labourer may be entitled to and out of any plantation, estate or place to which he
or she is attached, or on which he or she shall be employed, and of which illness the earliest
notice shall be conveyed to his or her employer; or unless he or she shall report himself or
herself sick or ill, and shall be actually in the bospital or sick-house on the plantation, state

or
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or place to which he or she is attached, or unless he or she shall be compelled by any legal
rocess to attend before any court or justice of the peace, such apprenticed labourer shall

Be compelled to serve his or her employer two extra hours for every hour he or she shall be
absent without such leave or cause, or he or she shall be punished by confinement with
hard labour, or solitary confinement not exceeding three days for the first offence, and for
the second or any subsequent offence by any increaseof the aforesaid punishments not ex-
ceeding a month’s confinement with hard labour, orsolitary confinement not exceeding one
week, or if a male, by whipping not exceeding 20 stripes.

And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer shall make good out of his
or her extra days to his or her employer the time that his or her employer shall have
been deprived of his or her services by the sentence of any special justice of the peace or
court.

And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself or herself
without such leave or cause as aforesaid for more than nine hours in any one week, he or
she, on conviction thereof before the special justice of the peace of the district to which
he or she shall belong, shall be adjudged a deserter.

And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself or herself
without such leave or cause as aforesaid for two days during one week, he or she, on convic- Vi
tion thereof before thespecial justice of the peace of the district to which he or she shall
belong, shall be adjudged a vagabond,

And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall absent himself or herself
without such leave or cause as aforesaid for five days in any one week, he or she, on convic-
tion thereof before the special justice of the peace of the district to which he or she shall
belong, shall be adjudged a runaway.

And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer adjuged a deserter shall be
sentenced by such special justice as aforesaid to confinement with hard labour, or solita:
confinement for any time not exceeding one week ; every apprenticed labourer adjudged a
vagabond shall be sentenced by such special justice as aforesaid to confinement with hard
labour for any time not exceeding two weeks, or solitary confinement not exceeding 10
days, and to any number of etripes not exceeding 15, if a male; and every apprenticed
labourer adjudged a runaway shall be sentenced by such special justice as aforesaid, to con-
finement with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or solitary confinement
not exceeding 14 days, and to any number of stripes not exceeding 30, if a male: and in all
cases of wilful absence, apprenticed labourers shall not be entitled to their allowances of
food for the time they shall be absent from their employer’s service.

Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall
during his or her apprenticeship wilfully absent himself or herself from the service of his or
her employer, it shall and may be lawful for the special justice of the peace of the district
to which such apprenticed labourer shall or may belong, and such special justice is hereby
required and directed, on conviction of such apprenticed labourer, to adjudge him or her
either to serve his or her employer after the expiration of his or her apprenticeship for so long
a time as he or she shall have absented himself or herself from such service, or to make
satisfaction to his or her employer for the loss sustained by such absence (except so far as he
or she shall have made satisfaction for such absence, either out of such extra hours as afore-
said or otherwise); but nevertheless, so that such extra services or compensation shall not
be compellable after the expiration of seven years next after the termination of the appren-
ticeship of such apprentice.

And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall be convicted of performing
his or her work indolently, carelessly or negligently, he or she shall for the first offence be
adjudged to labour in his or her employer’s service for any number of extra days, or to con-
finement with hard labour, or solitary confinement not exceeding three days ; for the second
offence, he or she shall be adjudged to labour in his or her employer’s service as aforesaid, or
to confinement with hard labour or solitary confinement for any time not exceeding one
week, or to whipping, not exceeding 12 stripes, if a male; for the third or any subsequent
offence he or she shall be adjudged to labour in his or her employer's service as aforesaid, or
to confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding onefortnight, or solitary con-
finement not exceeding 10 days, or with whipping, not exceeding 20 stripes, if amale: pro-
vided nevertheless,that if there shall have been an interval of one month between the commis-
sion of the said offences, the offender shall only be liable to be punished as for a first offence;

" and if such apprenticed labourer be a watchman or a cattle-keeper, he shall be adjudged to
make good any damage that the crops or cattle or property under his charge shall have re-
ceived by his negligente or misconduct, or he shall be punished for the first offence by
whipping, not exceeding 30 stripes, and for the second and every subsequent offence by
confinement with hard labour, or solitary confinement not exceeding one month.

__ And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer by the careless use offire shall
mjure or endanger the property of his or her employer or employers, or of any other person
or persons, or shall wilfully or wantonly injure any growing crop, tree or other property of
his orher employer or employers, or shall ill-use or injure any horse, mule, ass, cattle or
other live stock of his or her employer or employers, or shall negligently or wilfully expose
any of his or her employer or employers to any damage or injury, suchapprenticed

. abourer
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BARBADOES, labourer shall for every such offence be adjudged, in the discretion of the special justice of
—- the peace before whom he or she shall be convicted, either to extra labour in his or her em-

Appendix (B.) _ ployer’s service for any number of extra days, or to confinement with hard labour for any
- time not exceeding one month, or solitary confinement not exceeding 10 days; and if a

Colonial Laws. male to any number of stripes not exceeding 30, or to any two or more of such punishments:
No. 8. provided nevertheless, that this enactment shall not exempt any such apprenticed labourer

—_——__—- om his or her lability to such actions or prosecutions as other persons of free condition may
Notexemptfrom the be subject and liable to, in respect of any such acts by him orfer done or committed: pro-

 

general law. vided nevertheless, that no such apprenticed labourer shall be liable to be sued or prosecuted
both under this Act and under the general law.

Clause 67. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall be in a state of drunken-
Punishment of appren- ness, or shall be found fighting, quarrelling, using obscene language, cockfighting or gaming,
Seen or shall conduct himself or herself in an insolent or insubordinate manner towards his or her

misconduct, employer, or towards any person in the superintendence of his or her labour, or shall contu-
maciously disobey the lawful commands of his or her employer, or any person in the super-
intendence of his or her labour, he or she shall for every such offencebe liable on conviction
to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or solitary confine-

ment not exceeding 14 days, or to whipping, not exceeding 20 stripes, if a male, or to an
two or more of such punishments ; and if any apprenticedTabourer shall ussault or strike his
or her master, mistress or employer, or any person in the immediate superintendence of his
or herlabour, he or she shall on conviction thereof be liable to imprisonment with hard
labour for any time not exceeding 12 months, or solitary confinement not exceeding three

Not exempt from the Months, or to whipping, if a male, not exceeding 39 stripes: provided nevertheless, that this
general law. enactment shall not exempt any such apprenticed labourer from his or her liability to such

actions or prosecutions as other persons of free condition may be subject and liable to, in
respect of any such acts by him or her done or committed: provided nevertheless, that no
such apprenticed labourer shall be liable to be sued or prosecuted both under this Act and
under the general law.

Clause 68, And be it further enacted, that if any three or more apprenticed labourers shall agree to-
Punishment for three gether to make any resistance to the lawful commands of their employer or employers, or of
combining togetherto any other person or persons acting under the authority of such employer or employers, they
resist the employers Shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful conspiracy, and on conviction shall be sentenced to.
commands, confinement with hard labour for any period not exceeding six months, or solitary confine-

ment not exceeding six weeks, with whipping, not exceeding 89 stripes, if males; and any
three or more apprenticed labourers who shall be engaged in a combined and open resistance
to the lawful commands of their employer or employers, or other person or persons acting
under the authority of such employer or employers, shall on conviction be adjudged to the
punishments last aforesaid, or to any one of them: provided nevertheless, that any or either
of the aforesaid punishments may, at the discretion of the special justice of the peace before
whom such conviction shall take place, be commuted for labour, to be performed in the
service of his or her employer or employers by such apprenticed labourers, or any or either of
them, out of his or her extra hours, in the manner hereinbefore by this Act provided with
respect to.extra hours.

Clause 69. And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any special justice of the peace
Apprenticesnot to be to adjudge any apprenticed labourer to perform any extra work in his or her employer's
adjudged towo hous SeFvice for more than nine hours in any one week; and that for every extra day that any ap-
ina week in employer's prenticed labourer shall be adjudged to labour for the benefit of his or her employer, such
service as a punish- =apprenticed labourer shall be bound to work nine hours in the service of his or her employer,

ment. and no longer.

Clause 70. And be it further enacted, that nothing in this Act contained shall authorize or be con-
Special justices only to strued to authorize any person or persons other than the justices of the peace holding any’
apprentices. pum" such special commissions as hereinafter mentioned, to punish any apprenticed labourer for

any offence by him or her committed or alleged to have been committed, by the whipping,
beating or imprisonment of his or her person, or by any other personal or other correction or
punishment whatsoever, or by any addition to the hours of labour hereinbefore limited, nor

Females not to be to authorize any justices of the peace holding such special commission as aforesaid to punish
punished by whipping. any apprenticed labourer, being a female, for any offence by her committed, by whipping or
Subject tothe opera- beating her person: provided always, that nothing in this Act contained doth or shall exempt
tion of the general law. any apprenticed labourer from the operation of any law or police regulation, which is or

shall be in force for the prevention or punishment of any offence, such law or police regula-
tion being in force against and applicable to other persons of free condition.

Clause 71. And whereas many persons during their state of slavery, by the permission and sufferance
Apprentices not to of the proprietors of plantations, lands or houses, have occupied or may occupy divers
any lands or dwellings parcels of land, and divers dwellings or buildings belonging to such proprietors, which said
which they may occupy parcels of land and which said dwellings and buildings are the property of such proprietors:
during their apprentice- and whereas it is expedient to make provision in respect of any such lands, dwellings and
P buildings as may continue to be occupied, or of any other lands, dwellings or buildings

which may be occupied by any person or persons during their state of apprenticeship; be it
therefore enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be entitled to have or claim any interest
whatsoever in or to any such lands, dwellings or buildings which he or she shall continue to
occupy or shall occupy during his or her state of apprenticeship, by the permission and suffer-

ance
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ance of his or her employer or employers; and all such lands, dwellings and buildings are
hereby declared to belong to the owners or proprietors of the plantations or estates of which
they form a part, or to the owners of the lands, dwellings or buildings by whose permission
or sufferance any such lands, dwellings or buildings may have been occupied ; and all and To be considered as
every such apprentited labourer or labourers occupying such lands, dwellings or buildings, tn=nts at will.
are hereby declared to be tenants at will, and removable at the pleasure of his, her or their
Jandlord orlandlords: provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the authority afore- But allowed to reap
gaid, that where any apprenticed labourer shall by the permission or sufferance of such their crops..
landlord or landlords have planted any crop or crops on such lands, he or she shall be
allowed a reasonable time, not exceeding six’ months, to reap the same for his or her

benefit.

And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer, being such tenant or occupant, __, Clause 72.
shall refuse to quit and deliver up peaceable possession of any such lands, dwellings or build- Special justicesto dis:
ings to his or her landlord or landlords, or to any person acting on his, her or their behalf, Pifusoto deliver up
it shall be lawful for the special justice of the peace of the district where such lands, dwell~ lands or buildings to
ings or buildings lie, and he is hereby required on the complaint of any landlord or landlords, *# employers.
or any person acting on his, her or their behalf, to dispossess such labourer from such land,
dwellings or buildings, and to adjudge such apprenticed labourer to imprisonment with hard
labour, or to solitary confinement, for any time not less than three days and not exceeding
one week, or to labour in his, her or their employers’ service for any number of extra days: .
provided nevertheless, that any employer requiring any such apprenticed labourer to quit any Employersto farcish
such dwelling or building shall at the same time provide some other place of lodging, as by °'™ P*°*° lodging.
this Act prescribed for such apprenticed labourer.

And be it further enacted, that if after the expiration or other determination of the term Clause 73,
of apprenticeship of any apprenticed labourer, he or sheshall refuse to quit and deliver up Apprenticesrefusing,
possession of any land, dwelling or building whichhe or she shall have been permitted orprenticeship, to quit”
suffered to occupy during his or her state ofapprenticeship, to his or her landlord or land- and deliver up the
lords, or to any person or persons acting on his, her or their behalf, every such person shall fands and buildings |be
be deemed and considered a forcible detainer of such land, dwelling or building, and shallconsidered forcible de-
be subject and liable to the same penalties as any other person of ree condition is liable by tainers.
the laws of this Island, for makinga forcible entry or detainer.

And be it further enacted, that atany time there shall be five or more apprenticed labour- Clause 74,
ers in any houseofcorrection, who may have been sentenced to confinement with hard labour, Whe five or more ap-: tye ge prentices are confinedit shall and may be lawful for the nearest special justice of the peace to such house of cor- in a house of correc-
rection to cause such five or more apprenticed labourers to be employed in repairing the tion, they may-be em-
highways, or any other public works in their district, under the discretion of such police proved in repairing the
oflicer or officers as such justice shall think proper; and such justice shall be and he is hereby P .
authorized to direct such means to be taken by such police officer or officers to prevent the
escape of such apprenticed labourers as he shall think proper.

And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any special justice, and he A Clause 75.
is hereby authorized and empowered to substitute any given number of hours of work on the woke’ oe nay Oe
tread-mill in the town-hall, or any other tread-mill that may hereafter be erected in any of mill.
the districts of this Island, for any of the punishments imposed by this Act on apprent:ced
labourers, as he in his discretion shall consider necessary and proper.

And whereas it is necessary to provide penalties for the non-performance of their duties by Clause 76,
employers towards their apprenticed labourers; be it therefore further enacted, that if any enalties on employers
employer of any predial apprenticed labourer shall, by force or fraud, protract the weekly their apprentices. *°
services of such labourer heyond the period by this Act allowed for that purpose, he or she
shall forfeit, for the benefit of such labourer, the sum of 15., in respect of every hour which
such service shall be so protracted. oO :

And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of every such employer to intimate to __ Clause 77.
the labourers in his employment the commencement and close of the legal hours of labour, Sigtals to be made for
by the usual mode of ringinga bell, or sounding a shell or horn, or any other signal, which closeoflavourby =p
signal shall be always of such a nature as to be distinctly visible or audible to the several prentices.
predial apprenticed labourers in the service of such person. .

And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed, labourer shall be bound to undertake any Clause 78,
task-work, except with his own free assent to the same, save as is hereinafter excepted : Apprentices not bound: : : ce : lertaketask -workprovided always nevertheless, and be it enacted, that if the majority of any predial appren- unless the majority of”
ticed labourers attached to an plantation or estate shall be willing, in the distribution or the gang consent.
apportionment amongst the wucle body of such labourers on such plantation or estate, to
undertake any task-work upon such plantation or estate, any contract made between the
employer or employers of such labourers, or any person acting on his, her or their behalf,
aud the majority of such labourers as aforesaid, shall be binding on the minority, in the
same manner as if the whole body kad willingly entered into such contract.

And be it further enacted, that every contract entered into between any employer or Clause79.
employers and any preedial apprenticed labourer for the performance of any specific work, Contract for task-workas a task, and in heu of the prescribed weekly labour, or for the performance of any labourfor theinetactonbook,
in extra hours, shall, by such employer, be reduced into writing, and entered in a book to the special justice.
be kept for that purpose on the plantation or place, which book the special justice of the
istrict may inspect as often as he may think proper.
278. And
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And be it further enacted, that no contract between any employer and any predial
apprenticed labourer for the performance of any such specific or task-work, or for theper-
formance of any labour in extra hours, shall endure or continue in force, or be binding upon
the parties entering into the same, or either of them, after the expiration of 14 days from the
making thereof, unless the same shall have been made and entered into by such parties, in
the presence or with the approbation of such special justice of the peace, or unless, havin
been entered into in his absence, the same shall be confirmed and approved by him before
the expiration of such 14 days ; and every such approbation of any such contract shall, by
such special justice, be attested under his hand in the book so kept as aforesaid; and it is
hereby declared, that it shall be the duty of the special justice, before approving any such
contract, to ascertain that the terms thereof are distinctly understood by the apprenticed
labourers entering into the same, and that such labourers have entered into such contract
freely and voluntarily.

And be it further enacted, that in every such contract for task-work, or for extra service
extending beyond the period of one fortnight, the nature and amount of the extra labour to
be performed, and the amount of the consideration to be given for the same, and the time
and manner of paying such consideration, shall be distinctly expressed, and no such contract
shall continue in force for more than one year from the day of the date thereof.

And be it further enacted, that on proof being made, to the satisfaction of such special
justice, of the performance of any such task-work or extra service, and the non-payment of
the consideration stipulated for in any such contract as aforesaid, whether for task-work or
for extra services, it shall be competent to such justice, and he is hereby authorized togive
judgment against the employer or employers of such predial apprenticed labourer, for the
amount of such consideration, if a money consideration, or the value in money, if any other
than a money consideration; and if the same shall not be paid within one week next after
such judgment, to issue execution for the recovery of the same, as in the case of servants’
wages in theform annexed, marked (P.), and which execution shall be executed by the serjeant
of police of the district, or by a constable, by attaching the goods and chattels, or in default
of those, the lands or houses of the defendant or defendants, and selling the same, and apply-
ing the proceeds thereof in the same manner as a constable, acting under the authority of
a justice of the peace for the body of the Island, is authorized to sell and dispose of goods
and chattels, or lands and houses, attached for servants’ wages; and such serjeant shall be
entitled to the same fees, to be paid out of the proceeds of the property attached, as such
constable is entitled.

Provided always nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that for the want of sufficient
other evidence on the part and behalf of any complainant or complainants, for the non-
payment of any wages due for extra service or task-work, to substantiate his, her or their
contract, or for the performance thereof, it shall and may be lawful for such special justice
to examine the defendant or defendants on oath; and in case the defendant or defendants
shall not attend the hearing of such complaint, after being duly summoned for such purpose,
or in case he or she shall refuse to be examined, then such justice is hereby authorized to
examine the complainant or complainants on oath, which shall be considered as good and
legal evidence in support of any such complaint.

And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall violate the terms of such
contract as aforesaid for task-work, or for extra service, he or she shall be liable to the same
pains and penalties as are before provided in respect of the violation by such labourer of the
duties by him or her to be performed in the discharge of the services owing by him or her
by law to his or her employer: provided nevertheless, that no apprenticed labourer shall be
liable to such pains and penalties for the non-performance of any task-work or services per-
formed during his or her extra hours in the service of any stranger or strangers, or person or
persons not entitled by law to his or her services, which may prejudice the person or persons
entitled by law to his or her services.

And be it further enacted, that every married female apprenticed labourer, notwithstand-
ing her coverture, and every child of 12 years and upwards, notwithstanding his or her
infancy, shall be competent to enter into such contracts as aforesaid, for task-work or for
extra services.

And be it further enacted, that if any employer ofanyap renticed labourer shall whip,
beat or imprison, or shall otherwise subject to any other bodily punishment anyapprenticed
labourer, such employer shall incur apenalty, to be imposed by such special justice as afore-
said, not exceeding 6/.; and in default of payment thereof, or sufficient effects tosatisfy the
same within 14 days, such justice may sentence such offender to imprisonment for any time
not exceeding one month in the common gaol of this Island, unless the fine be sooner paid.

Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that in any such case as last aforesaid
it shall be competent to any apprenticed labourer, instead of preferring his complaint to such
special justice, to maintain any civil suit or action as in the case of any other free person for
damages for any such battery, imprisonment or corporal punishment as aforesaid ; and it
shall also be competent to any such special justice, if he shall see occasion, to abstain from
imposing such penalty as aforesaid, and to bind over, or to commit for the wast of bail, the
offender, to take his or her trial at the court of grand sessions, in such manner as any other
justice of the peace is authorized in the case of any other free person. And
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And be it enacted, that if any person or persons, entitled-under the second clause of this Clause 88.
Act to the services of any apprenticed labourer, shall be convicted before any court of compe- Apprentices to be dis-
tent jurisdiction of any cruelty towards his or her apprenticed labourer, or if any such person fraisifimproperly
shall be twice convicted of inflicting any corporal punishment upon the person of such treated by their em-
Jabourer, then such labourer shall be discharged from his or her apprenticeship by order of Ployers.
the court before which such conviction shall be had.

And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer shall be allowed to resort to the Clause 89.
special justice of the district to which he or she belongs, forthe urpose of laying before him Apprenticesto be at
any complaint against his or her employer, or person having the superintendence of his or peat justice tocom-
her labour: provided that no such apprenticed labourer shall be at liberty to resort to any plain;
special justice:on any day to which hia or her employer shall be entitled to his or her services, put not to go without a
without a pass from his or her employer, or the person in the immediate superintendence of pass, unless it be re-
his or her labour, unless such apprenticed labourer shall first have applied for such pass, "*4-
and been refused; and any such apprenticed labourer resorting to such special justice with-
out a pass, unless the same hath been refused, shall be considered as absent from his or her
employer’s service without leave, and liable to be punished accordingly.

And be it further enacted, that all complaints which shall be brought either by any em- Clause 90.
ployer or by an apprenticed labourer for therecovery of any. fine or penalty, or in respect Limitation for bringing
of any of the offences hereinbefore mentioned, shall be brought and made before the special °°"?'""™*
justice of the peace having jurisdiction thereof, and entered in the book of such special justice
within one month‘next after the cause of such complaint.

Provided also, that if any apprenticed labourer shall be hindered by any forcible means to __ Clause 91. _
be used by any such employer, or ‘by his or her agency, from makingany such complaint Provision for extending
within the time aforesaid, that in every such case such complaint may be made within 14 days complaints, ingiog
-after the ceasing of such forcible means; and it shall not be competent for any such special
justice of the peace to entertain any complaint as aforesaid which shall not be -commenced
and made within the time hereinbefore limited: provided nevertheless, that such limitation
shall not extend to any case of felony.

And be it further enacted, that all complaints which shall be brought for the recovery of ___ Clause 92.
wages, or the recovery of money, or-other consideration for the performance of any task-work Limitation for recovery
or extra service, shall be commenced within 12 months next after the same shall become due: aeee
provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend,
to any promissory note or other acknowledgmentin writing, whereby the amount due in
respect ofany such wages or contract shall be ascertained and expressed.

And whereas, it is expedient to make special provision for the punishment of certain Clause93,
offences which may be committed by apprenticed labourers against the state; be it there- Proceedingstobe ab-: ° : : wards appren-fore enacted, that if any three or more apprenticed labourers shall unite together in any riot tices, and their responsi-
or tumultuous assemblage,any justice of the peace, acting either under the general commis-. bilities, in casesofriot.
sion or by any special commission of the peace, who shall be present at the same, shall cause
a flag or some other conspicuous signal to be exhibited, as a warning to all persons to sepa-
rate and disperse quietly ; and all apprenticed labourers who at the expiration of 10 minutes
from the exhibition of such flag or signal-shull continue present at any such riotous assem-
blage, shall be bound over to the court of grand sessions, and for want of bail committed to
‘the common gaol to take his-or her trial, and on conviction shall be liable to imprisonment,
with hard labour, for any time not exceeding 12 months.
And be it further-enacted, that the police of the district, or of any adjoining district, shall, Clause 84.

on requisition for that purpose, repair to the spot where such riotous or tumultuous assem- j0”© %t in cases of
blage apa take place, and (act) as they shall be directed by any justice of the peace as
aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that every a prenticed labourer found beyond the limits of his Clause 95.
or her district, except on Saturday, or with a written pass from his or her employer, or on ApprenticesfoundheeiSunday, Christmas-day or Good Friday, in his or her way to and from some place of public Jietrict, except in cer.
worship, shall be liable to be apprehended and detained, and shall on conviction beadjudged tain cases,to be ad-
a vagabond, and punished accordingly: provided always, that nothing herein contained shall judged vagabonds.
be construed to prevent the apprehension of any apprenticed labourer running away, or for Prorise.
any other offence (for) which he or she may be liable to be apprehended on either of‘the afore-
said excepted days.

‘And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to the ‘satisfaction of any Clause96.
‘special justice of the peace that any apprenticed labourers have, without lawful authority, Apprentices establish-
established themselves in any part of the Island asa distinct community, habitually aban- Peterthe eee
doning and neglecting to oun the duties imposed on them by law, such justice of the separate community,
peace shall cause any suc community to be dislodged by the police of the district, and iftobe dislodgedbythe
necessary, shall also cause their habitations to be taken down and removed; and all officers Police of the district,
and privates of the colonial militia, if required, shall be aiding in carrying into effect any The militiatobe aiding
srections of any such special justice ofthe peace for dislodging any such community ag ‘rein,if requisite.
oresaid,
And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be convicted before Clause 97.

such special just : j Punishment of apprer.said ent Justice of the peace of having been a member of any such communityas afore: fices ment9ote
» Shall be adjudged to Imprisonment, wiin hard labour, for any term not exceeding12 ,y0, community,

months; and if a male, to whipping, not exceeding 39 stripes.
278, And
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And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall quit the Island without a ticket
from the secretary’s office of this Island, which ticket shall not be issued by thesecretary,
except with the written consent of the employer of such apprenticed labourer ; and the secre.
tary of the Island shall be liable to a penalty of 501. for every ticket he shall issue to an
apprenticed labourer without such consent, to be recovered as servants’ wages, on complaint
to any justice of the peace, to the use of the employer of such apprenticed labourer; and
every apprenticed labourer quitting or attemping to quit the Island without such ticket, and
his or her aiders and abettors, beg apprenticed labourers, shall be hable, on conviction
before the special justice of the district to which the apprenticed labourer who shall quit or
attempt to quit the Island, shall belong, to imprisonment, with hard labour, for any term not
exceeding six months ; and if males, to whipping, not exceeding 39 stripes.

And be it further enacted, that all persons whose ordinary occupation is on the sea, as
fishermen or mariners, shall be registered as such at the office of the special justice of the dis-
trict, and any apprenticed labourer engaging in such occupation without being first so regis-
tered, except with the consent of his employer, shall be liable to imprisonment, with hard
labour, for any time not less than six weeks, and not exceeding three months.

And be it further enacted, that every person, not being an apprenticed labourer, who shalt
remove or assist in removing any apprenticed labourer from this Island in any boat or vessel
without such ticket, shall, for every apprenticed labourer which such person shall remove or
assist in removing, forfeit the sum of 501. sterling money of Great Britain, to the use of the
employer of such apprenticed labourer, to be recovered as servants’ wages before any justice
of the peace.

And be it further enacted, that if any person shall harbour, conceal or clandestinely or
fraudulently employ any apprenticed labourer who may be absent from the service of his or
her employer without leave, every such person so offending shall for every such offence, °
upon conviction thereof before any justice of the peace, in case the party complained against
be not an apprenticed labourer, but if an apprenticed labourer, then before the special justice
of the district, on the complaint of the employer or employers of such apprenticed labourers,
be adjudged to pay, and shall pay to the person or persons entitled to the services of such
apprenticed labourer, the sum of 102. current money of this Island for each and every
apprenticed labourer so harboured, concealed, or clandestinely or fraudulently employed; and
the further sum of 10s. like current money per day for each and every such apprenticed
labourer, for each and every day or part of a day such offender or offenders shall be proved
to have so harboured, concealed, or clandestinely or fraudulently employed every such
apprenticed labourer; and upon the hearing of any such complaint, itshail and may be lawful
for such justice of the peace, and he is hereby authorized and empowered, if he shall see just
cause, to examine the party complained against upon his or her oath touching the matter of
such complaint; and in case the party accused, being legally summoned, and return thereof
made on oath by the constable who shall have executed such summons, shall, without some
reasonable cause, to be allowed of by such justice, fail to attend the hearing of such com-
plaint, or attending shall refuse to be examined, the complaint shall be taken, pro confesso,
if the complainant be not provided with other proof; and the justice shall give judgment
thereon for the said sum of 10/. against such offender; provided nevertheless, that in an
case where such complaint shall not be proved, except by evidence of the accused, such
accused party shall only be hable to pay at the rate of 10s. per day as aforesaid for every
day, or any part of a day, he or she shall have so harboured, concealed, clandestinely or
fraudulently employed every such apprenticed labourer; and such justice is hereby required,
if necessary, to issue either a search warrant for the apprehension of such apprenticed
labourer, or a summons to the party accused requiring him or her to produce such appren-
ticed labourer at the time of hearing such complaint, in order that he or she may be delivered
over to his or her employer; and on failure, unless it shall appear, on the oath of the part
accused, that he or she cannot procure the attendance of such apprenticed labourer,such
justice of the peace shall and he is hereby required to issue a warrant for the apprehension
of every such apprenticed labourer, and for searching the premises of the person or persons
convicted under this clause, or any other premises where there shall be reasonable grounds to
believe that such apprenticed labourer is harboured or secreted; and such justice ofthe peace is
hereby fully authorized to examine such persons on oath, or any other person or persons who
may be able to discover where such apprenticed labourer is to be found ; and on the apprehen-
sion of any such apprenticed labourer such constable is hereby required to deliver him or her
over to a police officer of the district to which such apprenticed labourer belongs, to be
dealt with according to law; and if the offender be an apprenticed labourer, and be unable
to pay the penalties hereby imposed, such apprenticed labourer, if a male, to be liable te
whipping, not exceeding 39 stripes, and if a female, to solitary confinement for any time not
exceeding one month; and if the offender be a non-predial female apprenticed labourer, to
solitary confinement for so many days as she shall have been proved to have harboured,
concealed, or clandestinely or fraudulently employed, every such apprenticed labourer,
unless any such apprenticed labourer shall be able to make any other satisfaction to the
injured party which such injured party shall be willing to receive: provided always, that
nothing herein contained shall extend to the employing of any predial apprenticed labourer
on a Saturday, or on any other day to which such preedial apprenticed fabourer shall be
entitled to his or her earnings, unless the party employing shall have express and actual
notice from the employer of any apprenticed labourer, or his representative, that such predial

apprenticed
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apprenticed labourer hath been adjudged to work on any such Saturday, or any other day
as aforesaid, for the benefit of his or her employer or employers.

whereas the duties which apprenticed labourers owe to their employers render it Clause 102.
nent that they should be exem tedfrom the performance of civil or Fnilitary services, Apprentices martenor
and bedisqualifie from holding civil or military offices, and from the enjoyment of political hold office under His
franchise, and that they should be exempted from being arrested or imprisoned for debt; Majesty,buteligible
be it therefore enacted, that no apprenticed labourer, during his apprenticeship, shall serve too minor site
in the militia, or be compelled or competent to hold any office in His Majesty’s service:
rovided nevertheless, that any apprenticed labourer may hold the office of beadle, parish

clerk or the like within hisdistrict, or of petty constable on any plantation or place to which
he is attached, so that the duties of such ‘office do not interfere with those due to his
employer: provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend to absolve any
apprenticed labourers from serving in any civil or military capacity to which they might be
called by the Governor or Commander-in-chief of this Island, by and with the advice of his
Council, in case of foreign invasion, rebellion or any other great public emergency.

And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer during his or herapprenticeship Clause 103.
shall be arrested or imprisoned in any action of debt, assumpsit, covenant, detinue, account, Apprentices‘aieee
case, trover, trespass, ejectmentor othercivil action whatsoever, nor shall any apprenticed .
labourer during his or herapprenticeship be liable to be arrested or taken in execution by
virtue of any writ of execution obtained in any such action or actions, nor shall any appren-
ticed labourer be liable to be taken in execution for any debt or demands against his or her
employer.

And whereas the exemption of such apprenticed labourers from arrest in such actions as _ Clause 104,
aforesaid is for the benefit of their employers, but it is nevertheless expedient that in cer- Punishment of appren-: . : ° ices fetain cases such apprenticed labourers should be subject to some summary punishment in slender trespass or
lieu of such arrest; be it therefore enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall commit
any trespass, or shall be guilty of uttering any slander, or of publishing any libel, he or she
shall, on conviction thereof by the special justice of the district to which he or she shall
belong, or by any competent court in this Island, be subject to imprisonment with hard
labour for any time not exceeding three months, or solitary confinement not exceeding one
month, and if the offender be a male, whipping, not exceeding 39 stripes, may, at the dis-
cretion of such justice, be substituted for imprisonment.

And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any apprenticed labourer, with- Clause 105.
out the consent of his or her employer, to have in his possession any fire-arms, ammunition Apprentices notto keep"ae . re-arms, ammunitionor warlike weapons, and that it shall and may be lawful for any police officer or constable, or warlike instruments
at the request of any employer, to search the house or lodging of any apprenticed labourer in their possessions.
within his district, for any fire-arms, ammunition, warlike weapons, stolen goods, deserters,
vagabonds or runaways, which may be suspected to be concealed in such house or lodging ;
and it shall and may also be lawful for any special constable, to be appointed as herein-
after mentioned for and in respect of any plantation, by the direction of the proprietor of
such plantation, or any person acting in his or her behalf, to search any such house or lodging
of any such labourer on such plantation in which there shall be reason to believe that any
fire-arms, warlike weapons, ammunition, stolen goods, deserters, vagabonds or runaways,
shall be concealed or harboured, and to take possession of all such fire-arms, ammunition,
warlike weapons, stolen goods, deserters, vagabonds and runaways, as shall be found in
such house or lodgings, and to carry the same before the special justice of the district, to be
dealt with according to law.

_And be it further enacted, that such special justice shall cause all such fire-arms, ammu- _ Clause 106.
nition and warlike weapons, found in the possession of any apprenticed labourer, to be sold, Fire-arms, ammunition,: c. found in possessionunless the same shall claimed by some person from whom the same shall have been oy apprentices,to be
stolen, and the proceeds thereof paid into the public treasury of the Island. sot by order of the

special justice.
And be it further enacted, that the Governor or Commander-in-chiefof this Island for the Clause 107,the time being shall and may, by and with the advice of his Council, whenever it shall seem The Governormaynecessary, issue his order to the commanding officer of any regiment, battalion or corps of onder themilitiato waremilitia of this Island, directing and requiring him, at the time to be mentioned im such Order, like weapons or stolento have the houses of all the apprenticed labourers within the parish of such regiment, bat- goods.

talion or corps of militia, or any of them, searched diligently and effectually by the men com-
prising such regiment, battalion or corps, or by a sufficient number thereof necessary for
such service, in order to discover and ascertain’ whether any such deserters, vagabonds or
runaways, as aforesaid, or any fire-arms, ammunition or warlike weapons or stolen articles,
are concealed in such houses, and to seize all such deserters, vagabonds and runaways, and
commit them to the custody ofsome police ofticer of the district to which they belong, to be
y such officer carried before the special justice of such district, to be dealt with accordingto law, and to deliver over all such fire-arms, ammunition or warlike weapons, to the trea-surer of the Island, unless claimed by the owners thereof to be sold, and the money arisingtherefrom paid into the public treasury ; and such commanding officer shall make his reportforthwith to the Governor or Commander-in-chief of the Island for the time being, who ishereby authorized and empowered to act on such report, by and with the advice of his

Council, as may seem best for the safety ofthe Island ; and every commanding officer of any
Tegiment, battalion or corps, refusing or neglecting to perform or discharge the duty sorequved of him by the Governor or Commander-in-chief, shall forfeit and pay the sumof78, 504,
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501. current money of this Island, to be recovered before any two justices of the peace, and

levied and raised as in the case of servants’ wages. ,

_ Clause 108. And whereas by an Aet or Statute of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great
Special justicesto exer= Britain and Ireland, passed in the fourth year of the reign of His Majesty King Willi

ce xcusiv juneior Fourth, it is, amongst other things, enacted, that it shailand may belaveful forHis Majete
ing outof the relation- to issue or to authorize the Governor of any colony, in the name and in the behalf of His
shi wrecteenta Majesty, to issue, under the public seal ofany such colony, one or more special commission

or commissions, to any one or more persons, constituting him or them a justice or justices of
the peace for the whole of any such colony, or for any parish, precinct, quarter or other
district within the same, for the special purpose of giving effect to the said Act or Statute
and to any laws made for carrying the same into effect; and it is also enacted in and by
the said Act or Statute, that‘hie Majesty shall be authorized to grant to any person o
persons, not exceeding 100 in the whole, holding such special commission or commissions
as aforesaid, and so from time to time, as vacancies may occur, salaries at and after a rate

not exceeding in any case the sum of3001. sterling per annum;be it therefore enacted, that the
several justices of the peace holding such special commissions who shall be appointed by His
Majesty, or by the Governor or Commander-in-chief of this Island, by the authority of Hig
Majesty, shall have exercise and enjoy a sole and exclusive jurisdiction,and shall solely and
exclusively take cognizance of all offences committed, or a leged to have been committed
by any apprenticed labourer, or by his or her employer, in such their relation to.each other,
and of the breach, violation or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them: to each
other, or of any question, matter or thing incident to or arising out of the relations subsist-

ing between such apprenticed labourers and the persons respectively entitled to their ser-.
-vices within the district for which any such special justice of the peace shall be appointed ;
providednevertheless, that in case it shall happen that by death, absence or othercause,
that any such district within this Island shall be without a special justice of the peace or
that the justice of the peace for any such district shall be prevented by continued illness ,
from attending to his duties, then each of the nearest special justices of the peace to such
district shall, and he and they are required severally to take cognizance of all such com-
plaints and offences as shall be committed in the district, without any such special justice of
the peace, or where the special justice of the peace, from illness, shall be unable to perform
his duties; and each of such special justices shall have, and.he is hereby declared to have
the same powers and authorities which belonged to the justice of the peace appointed: for

Apprentices subjectto such district: provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend or be con--
the general law, with  gtrued to extend, to abrogate or take away the powers by law vested in the court of grand
rightof appeal. sessions, or in the several courts of common pleas in this Island, or the right of appeal to

the Governor and Council from any decision of any special justice of the peace by any per-

son or persons who may feel themselves aggrieved thereby.

_ Clause 109. Provided nevertheless, andbe it further enacted, that no special justice of the peace shall be

Special justices notto entitled to have, receive or demand any fee or reward whatsoever for any act, matter or thing

receive fees. to be done by him touching or concerning the several matters aforesaid, other than except
the salary granted by His Majesty.

Clause 110. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no action or suit shall be com-

Limitationofacting = menced against any justice of the peace, or an other person, for anything by him done b

nguinst justices. virtue or in pursuance of this‘Act’until 14 days’notice thereof in tine slrall have eel

iven to such special justice or other person, nor after a sufficient satisfaction or tender thereof

ath been made to the party or parties aggrieved, not after six calendar months next after the

fact committed ; and thedefendant or Yefendants in such action or suit shall and may

lead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to

held thereupon, and that the same was done in pursuance and by the authority of this

Act, and if the same appear go to be done, or ifsuch action or suit shall be brought after the

time hereinbefore limited for bringing, or shall be broughit without 14 days’ notice thereof, or

after a sufficient satisfaction made ‘or tendered as aforesaid, then the jury shall find for the

defendant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuited, or suffer

a discontinuance of his, her or their action or suit, or if a verdict pass against the plaintiff or

plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall have treble costs, and shall have such remedy

for recovering the same as any other defendant or defendants have or hath by law for the

recovery of costs of suit in any other cases.

Clause 111. And whereas it is expedient to provide for the preservation of the peace and good orde?-

Apprenticed japonrers on the several plantations and estates in this Island, be it therefore enacted, that on every

stables forthe planta. Plantation, estate or place in this Island, the special justice of the district in which every

tious to which they are plantation, estate or place shall be situate, shall, with the consent of the proprietor or

sttached. manager, appoint one or more of the steadiest and most trustworthy of such apprenticed

labourers to act as a special constable or constables for one year on euch plantation, estate or

place, and every such special constable after his appointment shall, before entering upon his

office, appear before the special justice of the district in which the plantation, estate or

place to which he shall be attached is situate, and take the following oath:

& You shall well and truly serve our Sovereign Lord the King in the office of constable

for the plantation, estate or place of for the year ensuing, to the best of your kil

and knowledge. So help you God.”
And
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And be it further enacted, that every such special constable shall be and he is hereby
authorized to exercise all such powers within the bounds or limits of such plantation, estate
or place, and the highways adjoining to or passing through the same, over all persons except
his employer, or his or her representative, or the person having the superintendence ofhis or
her apprenticed labourers, in as full and ample a manner to all intents and purposes as any
petty constable is by the general law of the landauthorized to exercise; and in all cases
where the proprietor or manager of any such plantation, estate or place shall have cause of
complaint against any apprenticed labourer attached to or em loyed on such plantation,
estate or place, it shall and may be lawful for any such constable, ‘and he is hereby autho-
rized and required, at the request or by the direction of any such proprietor or manager to
take such apprenticed labourer before the special justice of the district in which such planta-
tion, estate or place is situated, in order that such complaint may be inquired into, heard
and determined, notwithstanding no warrant of arrest or summons may have been issued by
such special justice of the peace for the apprehension or appearance of such apprenticed
labourer; and in case any apprenticed labourer shall be apprehended for desertion or shall
have committed any offence which would subject such apprenticed labourer to confinement
with hard labour for any time not exceeding a week, and such apprehension or the commis-
sion of any such offence as last aforesaid shall be at an unseasonable hour, or in case there
shall not be time onthat day to bring such apprenticed labourer before the special justice of
the district at a seasonable hour, it shall be lawful for every such constable, under the direc-
tion of such proprietor or manager, to commit such apprenticed labourer to safe custody for
the present, and on the following day to carry such offender before the special justice of the
district; and any such constable may apprehend any person or persons found loitering on
any such plantation, estate or place without the licence or permission of the proprietor or
manager of such plantation, estate or place, and by the direction of any such proprietor or
manager may carry such person or persons before any justice of the peace within the dis-
trict, to be deal with according to law; and should such person or persons be a prehended
at an unseasonable hour, may, under such direction as aforesaid, commit suc person or
ersons to safe custody for the present until the following day, then to be taken before a

Justice of the peace as aforesaid ; and if any person or persons shall be found trespassing on
any plantation, estate or place, or the bye-roads passing through the same and belonging
thereto, without the licence or permission of the proprietor or manager of suchplantation,
estate or place, after having been warned, or shall refuse to quit such plantation, estate or
place when requested so to do by such proprietor or manager or by special constable, every:
such person shall incur a fine of not less than 5s. or more than 50s., to be recovered before
any justice of the peace residing in the district where such plantation, estate or place is
situate, and in default of payment thereof may be sentenced to imprisonment, with or with-.
out hard labour, for any time not less than one week nor more than four weeks; and to.
prevent all disputes as to what roads shall be considered bye-roads belonging to such plan-
tations, estates or places, it is hereby declared that all roads passing through such planta-
tions, estates and places, and not a jury road, or not repaired at the public charge, shall
be deemed and considered as belonging to the plantations, estates or places through which
they pass, and any such constable refusing or neglecting to obey the direction or order of
such proprietor or manager, on conviction thereof before the said special justice, shall be
hable to be punished ‘as for contumacious disobedience of the lawful commands of his
employer.

And be it further enacted, that a certain Act or Statute of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, passed in the 52d year of the reign of His late Majesty King George
the Third, intituled, “An Act to repeal certam Acts and amend other Acts relating to
Religious Worship and Assemblies, and Persons Teaching and Preaching therein,” shall
and 1s hereby declared to be in full force and effect in this Island, to all intents and purposes
whatsoever: provided nevertheless, and it is hereby also enacted and declared, that an
two or more justices of the peace holding any such special commission as aforesaid, shall
have, exercise and enjoy all and every the jumsdiction, powers and authorities in this Island,
which by force and virtue of the said Act are within the realm of England had, exercised
and enjoyed by the several justices of the peace, and by the general and quarter sessionstherein mentioned.

And whereas, for the purpose of carrying the several enactments and provisions in this”Act contained into complete force and effect, it will be necessary for the legislature of thisIsland to pass one or more Act or Acts for the erection of houses of correction in theafore-said respective districts, and for the establishment of a police in each district: And whereasthe difficulty of raising funds for the erection of such houses of correction may render it im-
possible to have them erected by the time this Act shall come into operation, and it iserefore necessary to make provision for the happening of such an event; be it therefore
enacted, that in case such houses of correction shall not be completed and ready for thereception of prisoners on the ist day of August 1834, it shall and may be lawful for thespecial justices of the peaceaforesaid.to inspect the domestic prisons on the respective plan-
tations or estates within their respective districts, and if the same shall appear to be whole-
some and proper places for the confinement of offenders against this Act, such specialJustices are hereby authorized and required, when it shall be necessary to adjudge anyapprenticed labourer to confinement, to direct that he or she shall be confined in the prisonor place of confinementpelonging to the plantation or estate to which such apprenticed
labourer shall be attached: provided always, that during the time any such apprenticed

.
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labourer shall be confined in such prison or place of confinement, his or her employer shall
provide proper and sufficient food for, and cause the same, in a dressed state, to be furnished
to every such apprenticed labourer.

And be it further enacted, that all fines, forfeitures or penalties awarded by any such
special justice of the peace, or by any other justice ofthe peace, under any of the enactments
or provisions of this Act, shall be levied and raised as in the case of servants’ wages; and
every such justice of the peace shall issue an execution or executions, under his hand and
seal, directed to any constable or police-officer, for levying or raising ofany suck. fine orfines,
forfeiture or forfeitures, or penalties accordingly; and the constable and police levying any
execution or executions under the authority of this Act, shall be entitled to demand and receive
the like fees as the provost-marshal of the courts of common pleas within this Island ig
entitled to demand and receive on levying executions to him directed from the said courts,

And be it further enacted, that all fines, forfeitures and penalties which may be imposed
on any offender or offenders by virtue of the several enactments and provisions of this Act,
where the manner of applying the same is not otherwise particularly directed, shall, when
levied and raised, be paid into the treasury of this Island, to and for the public use; and the
treasurer of this island for the time being shall account with the committee of public accounts
for all monies received by him by virtue of this Act in the same manner as he is required to
do for any other of the public monies in his hands, and the said treasurer shall be allowed
a commission of 10s. for every 1002. which he shali so receive.

And be it further enacted, that the term employer shall be taken to mean either the person
in whose immediate service any apprenticed labourer is or shall be employed, or theperson
or persons entitled to the service or services of such apprenticed labourer, whether acting by
attomey, agent or manager, as may best give effect to the several enactments in this Act
contained.

And be it further enacted, that within the meaning and for the purposes of this Act, every
erson who for the time being shall be in the lawful administration of the goverament of this
sland shall be taken to be the Governor thereof.

And be it further enacted, that all slaves who shall have committed any crimes, misde-
meanors or offences, and shall not have been tried for the same previously to the Ist day
of August 1834, shall be subject and liable to be tried for such crimes, misdemeanors or
offences in the same manner, and be subject to the same pains and penalties as if they had
been persons of free condition at the time such crimes, misdemeanors and offences were
committed: provided nevertheless that in all cases where such offenders in their state of
slaverywould have been subject to have been tried and punished for the commission of such
crimes, misdemeanors or offences, before one or more justice or justices of the peace, it
shall and may be lawful to try such offenders, being apprenticed labourers, under this Act;
and the special justice of the peace of the district may adjudge all such offenders, on con-
viction, to any of the punishments hereinbefore prescribed for the commission of any offence
of the like nature, save and except that it shall not be lawful to sentence any such person
to any prolongation of his or her apprenticeship for any offence by him or her committed
previously to the ist ofAugust 1834.

Provided always, and be it further enacted, that this Act, or anything herein contained,
shall not be in force until His Majesty’s pleasure on the same shall be known.

 

The SCHEDULE to which the foregoing Act refers.

 

(A.)—FORM of Consent by two Special Justices to the removal of a Predial Apprenticed
, Labourer attached.

“ BarBabors.—Whereas application hath been made to us by A. B., of the parish of
, in the Island aforesaid, esquire, for our consent to the removal of C. D., his

preedial attached apprenticed labourer, from the estate of the said A. B., called
situate in the parish of and Island abovesaid, to his estate called ;
situated in the parish of and Island abovesaid; and we, having taken the said
application into our consideration, and inquired into all the necessary circumstances, do
hereby consent to the removal of the said C. D. accordingly. Given under our hands and
seals this day of in the year :

(1.8.) “« E. F., 8. J. P. for the district of
(L.8.) “ GH, S. J. P. for the district of Fad
 

(B.}—FORM of a Declaration to be delivered by a Proprietor, or his Manager, intending to
maintain Apprenticed Labourers by Appropriation of Land.

“J, A. B., of the parish of in the Island of Barbadoes, planter, do hereby
declare, that for the present year I intend to maintain my predial apprenticed labourers,
named C. D. and E. F., each being upwards of 16 years of age, by the appropriation of
ground to be cultivated by them for their support. Witness my hand this day of

in the year
y (signed) “A. B”
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(C.)—-FORM of Declaration to be delivered by a Master, Mistress or Employer
intending to give a Day in a Fortnight in lieu of Fish andClothing.

«J, A. B., of tne parish of in the Island of Barbadoes, do hereby declare that
] intend to allow my apprenticed labourer named C. D., of the age of 12 years and upwards,
one day in every fortnight, exclusive of Saturday, during this present year, to provide himself
with fish and clothing. Witness my hand this day of in the year

(signed) “A,B”

 

(D.)}—FORM of Indenture of Apprenticeship.

“Tus indenture, made the day of in the year of our Lord
between A. B., esq., special justice of the peace for the district of

in the Island of Barbadoes, of the one part, and C. D., of the parish of in the
Island aforesaid, of the other part: Witnesseth that the said A. B., as such special justice
of the peace as aforesaid, hath put, placed and bound, and by these presents doth put, place
and bind E. F., of the age of _ years, an infant unprovided with an adequate mainte-
nance, to be a predial apprenticed labourer (or non-predial, as may be), to the said C.D.
until the said E. F. shall come to the age of 21 years, according to the Act or Statute of
the said Island of Barbadoes, in such case made and provided. And the said C. D. for
himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, doth hereby covenant, promise and agree to
and with the said A. B. and his successors in the office of special justices of the peace for the
said district, that he, the said C. D., his heirs, executors and administrators, shall and will
allow reasonable time and opportunity to the said F. F. for his religious education and instruc-
tion.. In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and seals, the day
and year first within written. (us)

“Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of (L.s.)”
 

(E.)}—-WARRANT of Arrest.

“ Barsavors.—To 4. B., or any other police officer of the district of Forasmuch
as C. D., of the parish of in the Island abovesaid, planter, hath this day madeinformation and complaint upon oath before me, J. P., esquire, one of His Majesty’s special
justices assigned to keep the peace for the district of in the Island aforesaid, thaton the day of last past divers goods of him the said C. D., to wit,[specify them], have feloniously been stolen, taken and carried away from the dwelling-house
of him, the said C. D., in the parish of in the Island aforesaid, and that be hathjust cause to suspect and doth suspect that E. F., his apprenticed labourer, feloniously didsteal, take and carry away the same; these are therefore to command you forthwith toapprehend him the said E. F., and bring him before me to answer unto the said informationand complaint, and to be further dealt with according to law. Herein fail you not. Givenunder my hand and seal this day of in the year

(1.8.) (signed) “JLP.8.3. P”

 

(F.—SUMMONSES.
“BarBapors.—To J. B., police officer of the district of Whereas informa-tion and complaint hath been made before me J. P., esquire, one of His Majesty’s specialjustices of the peace assigned to keep the peace for the district of in the Islandaforesaid, that C. D., of apprenticed labourer, on or about day ofand from that time until the day of now last past didabsent himself without lawful cause from the service of E. FF, his employer, (or whateverthe causea complaint may be). These are therefore to require you forthwith to summonthe said C. D. to appear before me at at the hour of in the noonof the same day, to answer to the said information and complaint, and to be further dealtwith according to law ; and be you then and there to certify what you shall have done in thepremises. Hereof fail not. Given under my hand and seal the day ofin the year

(us) “J.P, 8.5.P.”
 

(G.)}—SUMMONS to a Witness.
“BarBapors.—To A. B., the witness. These are to require you to give your personalattendance at the hour of in the forenoon, or of in the afternoon, of

the day of 18 at in the parish of then andthere to be examined before me, as a witness touching a certain complaint de nding beforeme on the behalf of C. D., esquire, against E. F., apprenticed labourer, on the part of thePlaintiff. Hereof fail not, Given under my hand the day of 18
one “J.P., S.J. P. for the district of ”

BARBADOES.
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(H.)}—FORM of Commitment to the House of Correction during or before Trial.

“ Barzanors.—QJ. P., esquire, special justice of the peace for the district of
To A. B., police-officer of the saiddistrict and to the keeper of the house of correction for
the same. These are to command you, the said A. B., in His Majesty’s name forthwith to
convey and deliver to the custody of the said keeper of the house of correction the body of
C. D., apprenticed labourer, being charged before me with [here setforth the offence], and
there being reason to apprehend his escape. And you, the said keeper, are hereby required
to receive the said C. D. into your custody, and him there safely to keep until he shall be
demanded by a police-officer of the said Qetrict, to be brought before me to answer to the
said charge. Hereof fail not. Given under my hand the day of 18

“J.P.,8.5.P

 

(1.)—FORM of Bail.

« Barspapors.—Be it remembered that on the day of in the
year 18 A. B. of planter, C. D. of planter, and E. Fa
merchant, came before me, J. P., esquire, His Majesty’s special justice of the peace for the
district of in the Island abovesaid, and acknowledged themselves to owe to
our sovereign Lord the King, that is to say, the said A. B. 401, and the said C. D. and
E. F. 201. each, to be respectively levied on their lands and tenements, good and chattels,
if the said A. B. shall make default in the performance of the condition indorsed.

«J.P. 8.5. P.”

“ The condition of this recognizance is such, that if the within-bound A. B. shall per- .
sonally appear before me, the said J. P., at on the day of
then and there to answer concerning [state the offence] whereof the said A. B. stands charged
before me, and do and receive what shall be then and there enjoined him, and shall not de-
part without licence, then the within written recognizance shall be void.”

 

(K.}-FORM of Conviction of Apprenticed Labourer for performing work negligently.

‘© BarBADoES.—Be it remembered that on this day of in the
ear 18 A. B. of apprenticed labourer of C. D. is duly convicted

before me, J. P., esquire, special justice of the peace for the district of in the
Island aforesaid, for performing his work indolently, this being the third offence; wherefore,
I, the said J. P. the special justice as aforesaid, do adjudge the said C. D. to confinement
in the house of correction for the said district with hard labour for the space of six days, and
to receive 20 stripes on his bare back, pursuant to the Act or Statute in such case made and
provided. In witness whereof I the said justice to this present record of conviction have set
my hand and seal.

(x. s.) “J.P. S.J. P.”

 

(L.)}—CONVICTION of Apprenticed Labourer for preferring a vexatious and malicious
Complaint.

“ Barzaboes.—Be it remembered that on this day of in the
year P. Q., predial apprenticed labourer of C. D. of in the parish of

is convicted before me, J. P., esquire, special justice of the peace for the
district of in the Island abovesaid, forpreferring a vexatious and malicious

complaint against the said C. D., his employer; wherefore I the said J. P. do adjudge the
said P. Q. to work in the service of the said C. D. for two extra days; that is to says nine
hours on Saturday the day of and nine hours on Saturday the

day of now next ensuing. In witness whereof I the said justice

to this present record of conviction have set my hand and seal.
«J.P. 8.5. P.”

 

(M.)—COMMITMENT for Trial.

“ Barsanogs.—J. P., esquire, one of the special justices of our Lord the King assigned

to keep the peace for the district of in the Island abovesaid, to the keeperof

the common gaol at Bridge Town in the Island abovesaid, or to his deputy there. These are

in His Majesty’s name to charge and command you that you receive into your said gaol the

body-of C. D., late of the district of pradial apprenticed labourer,brought

before me for suspicion of felony, that is to say, for stealing of thegoodsttels
cha
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hattels of E. F., his employer, of the value of 20/. current money of the said Island, and BARBADOES.
that you safely keep the said C. D. until the next general gaol delivery for the Island afore-
said, and herein fail you not.

« Given under my hand and seal day of in the year P. S.J.P” Colonial Laws.
~P. 8.5. P.

No. 8.
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' (N.)}—FORM of Warrant for correcting an Apprenticed Labourer.

“ BarBaDoEs.—To A. B., Serjeant of Police for the district of

Forasmuch as C. D., apprenticed labourer attached to the plantation called ;
in the above district, hath this day been convicted before me, J. P., esquire, special justice
of the peace for the district abovesaid, of stealing canes from the land of E. F., his em-
loyer, for which I have adjudged the said C. D. to receive 25 stripes on his bare back:
hese are to authorize you to cause the said sentence to be executed and carried into effect.

Herein fail younot. hand th a ' on th
« Given under my han e ay 0 in the year
Gre y y a J.P., S.J. P.”

 

(O.)}—FORM of Commitment of a Witness for refusing to answer Questions.

« Barsapogs.—J. P., esquire, one of the special justices of our Lord the King assigned
to keep the peace for the district of ; to the keeper of the common gaol of
Bridge Town in the Island abovesaid, or to his deputy there: Whereas A. B., being duly
summoned as @ witness in the complaint of C. D. against E. F. for [state the offence], and
having appeared in obedience to such summons hath refused to answer certain questions
pertinent to the matter of the said complaint: These are therefore in HisMajesty's name to
charge and command you that you receive into your said gaol the bodyofthe sai
and him safely keep until he shall submit to answer the questions aforesaid, or be otherwise
discharged by due course of law. ;
“ Given under my hand and seal this day of inthe car sp

° 7? ° ° .

 

(P.)—FORM of a Writ of Execution for Debt.

“ (1, s.}-BarBaDoEs.—William the Fourth, by the Grace of God, of the UnitedKing-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland King, &c. to greeting;We command you to
attach any of the goods and chattels, and if you cannot find any, then any of the lands,
houses or other estate belonging to A. B. of the parish of and Island above-
said, planter, and the same expose for sale according to an Act of our said Island passed on
the day of 1834, for and towards payment of the sum of
due to C. D., predial apprenticed labourer of the district according to a judg-
ment obtained the day of ' 183 by the said C. D. against the said
A. B. before me, E. F, esquire, special justice of the peace for the districtaforesaid, being
for extra labour performed by the said C. D. for the said A. B. (or, as the case may be);
but if you cannot find any goods, &c., nor any other estate whereby to make satisfaction of
the said debt and charges, you are then to arrest the body of the said A. B., and him to
deliver to our provost-marshal of our said Island, who is hereby required him in safe custod
to keep until satisfaction be made of the debt and charges aforesaid. Herein fail not. Dated
this day of 18 _and in the ear of our reign.

“ (Teste.) ” “ EF. F.,S.I.P. of the district of ”

 

—No. 9.—
Barbadoes.

AN ACT to alter an Act, intituled “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery, for the Govern-
ment of Apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining and enforcing the Reciprocal Duties
between them and their employers.” —(Passed 3d‘November 1834.)

No. 9.

 

Wuerazas it is expedient to alter several of the clauses in the said Act, intituled “ An preamble.Act for the Abolition of Slavery, for the government of Apprenticed Labourers, and forascertaming and enforcing the Reciprocal Duties between them and their employers :”
And whereas it might prevent confusion if some of the said clauses so intended to be Clause 1.altered were, in the first instance, wholly repealed and afterwards re-enacted, free from the rhe ath,Sth,12th,sd

objections which have been made thereto: May it therefore please Your Majesty, that it jo3d and Lodth clausemay be enacted, and be it enacted, by the Governor, Council and Assembly of this yourofthe Act for the Abo-
yas Island of Barbadoes, that the 4th, 5th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 27th, 33d, 103d’ and lition of Slavery,re-. 104th pealed.
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104th clauses of the said Act, intituled “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery, for the govern-
ment of Apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining and enforcing the Reciprocal Duties be.
tween them and their employers,” shall be and the sameare hereby repealed: provided never.
theless, and be it also enacted, that the repeal of the said last-mentioned clauses shall not
alter or in anywise affect the construction of any other clause or clauses in the said Act for
the abolition of slavery which may refer to any of the clauses 80 repealed ; but that such
unrepealed clauses shall have and receive the same construction with reference to the
clauses by this Act substituted for them, as if these substituted clauses had been originally
enacted.

And be it further enacted, that all apprenticed labourers shall be divided into three distinct
classes, the first of such classes, consisting of preedial apprenticed labourers attached to the
soil, and comprising all persons who,in their state of slavery, were usually employed in
agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise upon lands belonging to
their owners; the second of such classes, consisting of preedial apprenticed labourers not at-
tached to the soil, and comprising all persons who, in their state of slavery, were usuall
employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce or otherwise, upon lands
not belonging to their owners; and the third of such classes, consisting of non-preedial a
prenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers, not included within either of
the preceding clauses: provided always, that no person of the age of 12 yous and upwards
shall be included in either of the said two classes of predial apprenticed labourers, unless
such person shall for 12 calendar months at the least, next before the 28th day of Au-
gust 1833, have been habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial
produce.

And whereas it may happen that some persons who in conformity with the foregoin
definitions, would be placed in the non-predial class, mightprefer to belong to the predial
class, be it therefore enacted, that it shall be at the option of any apprenticed labourer who -
shall be thus situated, to be considered as a preedial apprenticed labourer, provided he or
she shall notify his or her wishes to that effect in the presence of the special justice of the
district where such apprenticed labourer shall be domiciled, who shall make a record of
such notification.

And be it further enacted, that the registrar of slaves shall, immediately after HisMajesty’s
confirmation of this Act shall be known in this Island, deliver to the employers of appren-
ticed labourers applying for the same, their last lists or schedules of slaves, and every employer
of apprenticed labourers, by himself or herself, or by his or her constituted attorney in this
Island, in the case of absentees, or in case any such employer bean invalid, or incompetent,
then by some other person or persons, shall return back to the registrar such lists or sche-
dules within two months from the same period, distinguishing, in reference to each appren-
ticed labourer therein mentioned, then being an apprenticed labourer, to which ofthe said three
classes such apprenticed labourer belongs ; and every such return shall be made on oath before
the registrar, who is hereby authorized and required to administer the same as follows:

“I, A. B. do swear, that the distinctions made in the return now presented by me of
the classes of apprenticed labourers to which such of the respective slaves therein named,
who are now apprenticed labourers, belong, correspond with the occupations usually per-
formed by such apprenticed labourers in their state of slavery for 12 months, previous to
the 28th day of August [adding, if the fact be so], except the slave or slaves named A. B.
and C. D., who prefer being placed in the predial class. So help me God.”

And be it further enacted, that no predial apprenticed labourer shall be compelled or
compellable to labour on Saturdays or Sundays, except in the works of necessity, or in
the protection of property, or in tending of cattle; nor shall any apprenticed labourerbe liable
to be hindered or prevented from attending anywhere on Sundays for religious worship at his
or her free will or pleasure, but shall be at full liberty so to do without any let, denial or in-
terruption whatsoever.

And whereas the following proviso is inserted in the 108th clause of the said Act: “ Pro-
vided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend to abrogate or take away the
powers vested by law in the court of grand sessions, or in the several courts of common
pleas in this Island, or the right of appeal to the Governor and Council from any decision
of any special justice of the peace, by any person or persons who may feel themselves
aggrieved thereby ;” be it enacted, that the said proviso shall be and the same is hereb
repealed: provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that nothing in the said 108t
clause of the said Act contained, shall extend, or be construed to extend to abrogate or take
away the powers by law vested in the supreme courts of record, or the superior courts of
civil and criminal justice in this Island. ‘

And be it further enacted, that no special constable appointed or to be appointed under
the 111th clause of the said Act, shall be allowed to confine for safe custody any appren-
ticed labourer attached to any plantation or place, except in those cases in which other of
His Majesty’s subjects might be taken into custody by any ordinary constable, or to those
cases in which it may be reasonably presumed that any apprenticed labourer having of
fended against the said Act, will attempt to escape, anything in the said Act to the con-
trary contained notwithstanding: provided always, nevertheless, that all buildings used as
places of confinement, however temporary, shall be approved of for that purpose by the

speci
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special justice of the peace of the district, who is hereby required occasionally to visit the
same.

And whereas it may happen that domestic servants, being apprenticed labourers, may be Clause 8.
ilty of certain offences which would render them very unfit persons to be continued in Domestic servantsmay,

omestic service ; be it therefore enacted, that if any domestic servant, being an apprenticed mentioned, with the
Jabourer, shall be convicted before a special justice of thepeace of habitual drunkenness, consentof their= >
stealing, committing or attempting to commit any serious injury to the person or propertythe special justice to y
of his or her master or mistress, or shall be convicted of any gross misdemeanor, it shall and other employment.
may be lawful for such special justice, and he is hereby required, with the consent of such
master or mistress, to order and adjudge every such domestic servant, being an apprenticed
labourer, to be employed in such other occupation or labour as such justice shall in his dis-
cretion think proper: provided that nothing herein contained shall be construed to authorize Proviso:Apprentice-
any such special justice by any such order to prolong the apprenticeship of any such appren- shipnot to be prolonged
ticed labourer. thereby.

And whereas by the 11th section of the Act of the Imperial Parliament for the Abolition Clause 9.
of Slavery, it is enacted, that during the continuance of any such apprenticeship as aforesaid, The 11th and16th
the person or persons for the time being entitled to the services o every such apprenticed parliament recited.
labourer shall be and is and are thereby required to supply him or her with such food, cloth-
ing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allowances as
by any law then in force in the colony to which such apprenticed labourer might belong, as
an owner is required to supply to and for any slave being of the same age and sex as such
apprenticed labourer shall be: and whereas it is, in and by the 16th clause of the said last-
mentioned Act recited, that it would also be necessary, for the protection of such appren-
ticed labourers as aforesaid, that various regulations should be framed and established in the
said respective colonies, for securing punctuality and method in the supply to them of such
food, clothing, lodging, medicine, medical attendance, and such other maintenance and
allowances as they were thereinbefore declared entitled to receive, and for regulating the
amount and quality of all such articles in cases where the laws then existing in any such
colony may not, in the case of slaves, have made any regulation, or any adequate regulation
for that purpose; and it was also necessary that proper rules should be established for the
prevention and punishment of any frauds which might be practised, or of any omission or
neglects which might occur respecting the quantity or quality of the supplies ‘so to be fur-
nished, or respecting the periods for the delivery of the same: and whereas, by an Act of
this Island, intituled, “ An Act to repeal several Acts and Clauses of Acts respecting Slaves,
and for consolidating and bringing into one Act the several Laws relating thereto, and for
the better Order and Government of Slaves, and for giving them further Protection and Secu-
rity, for altering the Mode of Trial of those charged with Capital and other Offences, and
for other purposes ;” being the only law in force respecting slaves at the time of the passing
of the said Act of the Imperial Parliament; the amount and quality of the articles to be
furnished slaves are not regulated: be it therefore enacted, that during the continuance of The quantity of foodto
any such apprenticeship as aforesaid the person or persons for the time being entitled to the be supplied(toeach ape
services of every such apprenticed labourer shall be and is and are hereby required to supply Treeklyallowance,from
or cause to be supplied to him or her such food, clothing, lodging, medicine and medical the age of 16 years and
attendance as hereinafter mentioned; that is to say, each and every such apprenticed 'P¥*s.
labourer above the age of 16 years shall receive, in each week, not less than 30 pounds of
plantains, potatoes, yams or eddoes, or 10 pounds of Guinea or Indian corn, and a pound of
cod fish or herrings, shads or other pickled fish, or other salted provisions equal thereto; and
every such apprenticed labourer, from the age of 12 to the age of 16 years, shall receive two From L2 to 16 years.
thirds of the above allowances of food; and every such apprenticed labourer, from the age of From 6 to 12 years.
six to the age of 12 years, shall receive one half of the first-mentioned allowances of food;
and children under six years of age, being apprenticed labourers, shall be. provided with
Proper and sufficient food for their support: provided nevertheless, that the person or per- Proviso: Other food, or
Sons entitled to the services of any such apprenticed labourer, or any person or persons act-besubstitoted withthe
ing in his or her behalf, who may be unable or unwilling to procure such Provisions as are consent of the specialhereinbefore mentioned, may, with the authority in writing of the special justice of the peace justice.
of the district in which suc apprenticed labourer or labourers is or are resident, substitute
for the same, or any part or parts thereof, any other kind of provisions, or any money pay-
ment or allowance of time for such apprenticed labourer or labourers to work for his, her or
their own benefit and advantage, as shall in the judgment of such special justice be equiva-
lent to the allowances hereinbefore prescribed; and all provisions so to be delivered and
supplied to the apprenticed labourers shall be sound and fit for consumption, and of good
erage merchantable quality; and the same shall be delivered and supplied to such appren-
ticed labourer once (or oftener) in each week, on any other day than Saturday or Sunday;
and if any such person or persons as aforesaid, subject and liable so to do, shall not deliver Penalty on employers
or supply to such apprenticed labourer provisions of such amount and quality, and at such fordefault.
times as he, she or t ey is or are hereinbefore required to deliver and supply the same, such
Person or persons shall incur and become liable to a penalty (provided complaint thereof be Complaint to be made
made within 28 days) equal to twice the value of the provisions which ought so to have been Within 28 days.
supplied, for the benefit of the apprenticed labourer injured by such omission or neglect,
unless it can be proved that the same cannot be purchased in any of the markets or towns ofthis Island :provided nevertheless, that in time of scarcity the Governor, by and with the Proviso: In time ofadvice of the ouncil, may from time to time, by proclamation to be by him for that purpose aaah the (Governor,‘ssued, authorize the substitution of any other provisions or allowances which can be pur- authorize other prove.

. chased sions to be substituted.
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Apptenticed labourers Chased in lieu of the aforesaid allowances: provided always, nevertheless, that whilst a
imprisoned inanyhouse prenticed labourers are imprisoned in any house of correction, or public prison of this Island,
be Shecclitoo °fed the employer or employers of such apprenticed labourers shall not be bound to provide them

P Pee with any allowance of food, or money to purchase food, but they shall be fed at thepublic
expense; and in all such cases where aweeklypayment shall be agreed on as aforesaid
then such weekly money payment or wages shallbe recovered before the special justice of
the district where such apprenticed labourer shall reside.

Clause 10. And be it further enacted, that in addition to the clothing directed by the aforesaid Act of
Additionalclothing to this Island for the abolition of slavery to be furnished toapprenticed labourers, eve
ticedlabourers. person entitled to the services of apprenticed labourers shall be bound, under thepenalt

provided by the said Act, to furnish an additional shirt dnd pair of trousers to each male, and
an additional shift and petticoat to each female.

Clause 11. And be it further enacted, that in all cases of urgent necessity, such as fire, tempest and,
Causesforwhich ®p- occurrences of a similar nature, it shall be lawful for the owner, or other person in the ma-
Zhallbe compelledto agement ofany property where such necessity may occur, to require and compel immediate
serve their employers, and continued service of all or any of the apprenticed labourers attached to such property
padhowtobe punished during such emergency; and every apprenticed labourer who may refuse when called on to
lect. 8 perform any such services shall be liable to all such penalties as he or she would be liable

to for any undue performance or neglect of work during any time his or her employer may
be entitled to his or her services.

Clause 12. And whereas, by the 58th clause of the said Act, certain causes are mentioned whichReasonable ‘htepe lone exempt an apprenticed labourer from punishment in case of absence from his or herPivoitted bya‘astice employer's service: and whereas, other causes may arise which ought to exempt an a
for the absence ofan prenticed labourer from punishment in case of absence: be ittherefore enacted, that theapprenticed labourer several special justices of the district before whom any complaint may be exhibited against _
service. Pry’ any apprenticed labourer for absence from his or her employer’s service, may admit any

other reasonable cause for such absence which shall be proved on oath to have existed at
the time, and which shall appear just to such special justices.

___ Clause 13, And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer during his or her apprenticeship
Noappronticed labourer shall be arrested or imprisoned in any action of debt, assumpsit, covenant or other action
&e., nor taken in exe-. founded on contract; nor shall any apprenticed labourer be liable to be arrested or taken.cation for any debtof in execution by virtue of any writ of execution obtained in any such action or actions during
his employer. his or her apprenticeship ; nor shall any apprenticed labourer be liable to be taken in execu

tion for any debt or demand against his or her employer.

Clause 14. And be it further enacted, that if any apprenticed labourer shall commit any trespassApprenticed labourer, , upon his or her employer’s property, whether real or personal, or be guilty of uttering an
Hecaters ahell by slander, or of publishing any libel against his or her employer or employers, he or she shall,
order of the special jus- puconviction thereof before the special justice of the disttiet to which he or she shall
Uce, on conviction, per- belong, be adjudged to perform any number of extra days’ labour in the service of his or her
nevelingonemeathe employer or employers, or to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding one
For subsequent offence, calendar month, or solitary confinement not exceeding one week, or if a male, to whippi
to be impnsoned ina Not exceeding 20 stripes; and if any such apprenticed labourer so convicted shall afterwards
house of correction for be guilty of any of the said offences, and shall be convicted thereof before such special.
threemonths, andwork justice of the peace as aforesaid, every such offender shall be committed to the house of

correction for such term not exceeding three months as the said justice before whom he or
she shall be convicted shall think fit, and be worked on the tread-mill or public works, and
if a male, to be whipped, not exceeding 39 stripes : provided always, nevertheless, that this
enactment shall not exempt any apprenticed labourer from his or her liability to such actions
or prosecutions as other persons of free condition may be subject and liable to in respect of
any such offences by him or her done or committed ; provided nevertheless, that no such
apprenticed labourer shall be liable to be sued or prosecuted both under this Act and under
the general law.

,_ 1, Clause 15. And be it further enacted, that the words, “ if the child be under the age of 18 years,” in
worl im the 24th the 24th clause of the said Act for the abolition of slavery, shall be and the same are hereby
Act repealed. Atthe repealed ; and at the end of the said 24th clause there shall be added the following proviso:
endofsaid clause, pro- 66provided always, that such temporary employment shall only be at such distances from

. the domiciles of such apprenticed labourers as will enable them to return thither by half-past
six o’clock in the evening.”

Clause 16. Provided always, and be it further enacted, that this Act, or an thing herein contained,
His Meaty’s cleans shall not be in force until His Majesty’s pleasure on the same shall be known.

 

 

be known,

— No. 10.—
Barbadoes.

No. 10. AN ACT for the Establishment of a Rural Police for this Island, and for the Erection of
Houses of Correction connected therewith :—(Passed 14 July 1884.)

Preamble. WHEREAS, in consequence of the changes made in the relations of society in this Island
by the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of the third and fourthyearof ie

ayes 8
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Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the
Persons hitherto entitled to the services of such Slaves,” it has become necessary to establish
and maintain an efficient body of police in the several parishes of this Island, to be continu-
ally in readiness for the preservation of the public peace, and the prompt suppression of all
disorders, and also for the better promoting the objects of this Act, it is expedient that this
Island should be divided into a certain number of districts; be it therefore enacted, by his
Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, Knight Commander of the most honourable Military Order
of the Bath, His Majesty’s Captain General and Commander-in-Chief of this Island, Chan-
cellor Ordinary and Vice-Admiral of the same, the honourable the Members of His Majesty’s
Council and the General Assembly of this Island, and it is hereby enacted by the authority
of the same, that this Island shall be for the purposes of this Act divided into six districts,
and that the same shall be composed of the parish or parishes hereinafter mentioned, and
shall be distinguished in the manner following ; that is to say,

The parishes of St. Michael and town of Bridgetown to form District (A.)
— Christchurch and St. George ~ - - - — - (B)
_ St. Philip and St.John - - - - — - (CG)
— St. James and St. Thomas - - -~ — - (D.)
—_ St. Peter and St. Luc - - - - — - (EB)
— St. Andrew and St.Joseph - - - — - (FY)

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that five members of His Majesty’s
Council, to be appointed by the Board of Council and 11 members of the General Assembly,
one from each parish, to be a Pointed by the speaker for the time being, and so from time to
time as vacancies occur, shull be and are hereby constituted commissioners for carrying this
Act into execution ; and they, or any five or more of them (one at least being ofthe Council),
are hereby deemed and constituted a board for carrying on the business of this Act; and in
case any member or members of Council or of the General Assembly so appointed shall leave
the Island, become incapacitated, or cease to be a member or members of Council or of the
General Assembly, his and their place and places as such commissioner or commissioners
shall be considered and are hereby declared to be vacant, and such vacancy or vacancies shall
be supplied in manner aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners, or any board of them, shall be
empowered and they are hereby directed to purchase six spots or parcels of land, one in each
of the said several districts, in such convenient situations as may be best adapted from their
locality for the several police establishments and the erection of houses of correction: pro-
vided that none of such spots or parcels of land shall exceed two acres, and that in case the
owner or owners thereof cannot agree with the said commissioners, or a board of them, for
the price of the same, that a valuation shall be put on such land by a jury, to be summoned
by warrant under the hands and seals of the said commissioners, or any board of them, and
held in the manner prescribed on laying out new jury roads; and such spots or parcels of
land shall be conveyed to and vested in the said commissioners and their successors, to be
appropriated for the establishment of police settlements thereat, and the erection of houses
of correction and other necessary buildings thereon proper for such establishments : provided
always, that if in the appropriation of any such spot or parcel of land for the purposes of this
Act it shall so diminish the lands of any person as to deprive such person of the rights and
privileges of a freeholder, then and in such case the fee simple of the land so purchased and
appropriated as aforesaid shall be held, deemed, taken and considered as still being in such
person, so far as to preserve to such person the rights and privileges of a freeholder, but no
urther or otherwise or for any other purpose whatsoever.

And be it further enacted, that immediately after the passing of this Act, and the appoint-
ment of the said commissioners, they, or any board of them, shall assemble together and
agree on such plan or plans as may appear to them best adapted for erecting the buildin
necessary for such police settlements and houses of correction in each of the said several dis-
tncts respectively, and shall contract and agree with proper persons for the erection of such
buildings on each of the several spots or parcels of land as may be necessary for such police
settlements ; such buildings to be built according to such plan or plans as aforesaid, and sub-
ject to such alterations as from time to time may seem to the said commissioners, orany
board of them, to be necessary and expedient; and at each of the said several stations or
settlements there shall be erected a signal post, so as to communicate by telegraph with any
One or more of the signal posts already established: and the said commissioners, or any
board of them, are hereby authorized to execute any agreement or agreements in writing on
behalf of the publicwith any person or persons so to be employed in the erection of such
buildings, and for completing the same in a proper and workmanlike manner: provided
always, that tenders for such contracts shall be advertized for in one or more of the news-
Papers of this Island, and that the lowest and most eligible tender, if approved, shall be
accepted by the said commissioners, or any board of them, and they are hereby required to
take a bond or bonds from the said contractor or contractors in such penalty or penalties as
shall seem proper to them, and with two good and sufficient securities to be approved of by
them for the due and prompt performance of his or their contract or contracts, and from time
to time as any sum or sums 0 money shall become due, to the person or persons from whom
such spots or parcels of land as aforesaid shall have been purchased, or to such contractor or
Contractors under and by virtue of any such contract or contracts as aforesaid, the said com-

278, missioners

457

BARBADOES.
 

Appendix (B.}
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Clause 1.
The Island tobe divided
into six districts, dis-
tinguished as here men-
tioned.

Clause 2.
Five members of the
Council, and 11 mem-
bers of the General As-
sembly, one of each
arish respectively, to

fe commissioners for
executing this Act, and
any five or more (one
being a councillor) to
be a board for transact-
ing the business.
Vacancies, how to be
supplied.

Clause 3.
The commissioners are
authorized to purchase
a spot of land in each
of the districts, not ex-
ceeding two acres, for
the establishment of
police settlements.

And to take a convey-
ance for the same to
them and their succes-
sors, for the pu
mentioned in this Act.

The rights ofpersons
selling any spot of
land to be preserved, so
far as to render him an
eligible freeholder.

Clause 4.
The commissioners are
to agree with persons for

Bs erecting the n
buildings, and a signal
post at each police set-
tlement.

The commissioners are
to advertize for tenders,
and to take a bond from
the contractor or con-
tractors; to draw or-
ders on the treasurer for
payment of all sums of
money due, as well for
the purchase of the land
as for erecting the
buildings,
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The coramissioners are
to appoint a proper per-
son to inspect the build-
ings, which are to be
finished in a workman.
like manner, and to
draw an order for the
payment of such per-
son, of such remunera-
tion as they agree with
him for.

Clause 5.
The commissioners are
to appoint a sergeant
and number of privates
to serve at each district
as follows:
Fordist.(A.) 16privates.

B.) 24
C.) 24

(D.) 16
(E.) 24

— (F.) 24
Vacancies, how to
supplied.

be

Police officers to be ap-
pointed immediately
after the passing of this

Clause 6. ©
Police officers to be in-
dented for not less than
one year nor more than
six years, and to be paid
as follows: each ser-
geant, 130/. per annum ;
each private serving on
foot, 501.; and each
private serving on horse,»
30 L., to be paid month-
ly out of the public
treasury.

Special justices to no-
tify to the treasurer
seven days previous to
issuing orders for pay-
ment, the number,
names of persons, and
amount of each.

Clause 7,
Vacancies of sergeants,
how to be supplied.

Clause 8.
Privates to be num-
bered, and how to be
dressed.

Sergeants, how to be
dressed.

Uniforms to be pro~
vided at the public ex-
pense, and to be worm
only when on duty.

Clause 9,
Police officers to be
armed and accoutred at
the public expense, and
the arms are to be kept
at each settlement,
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missioners, or a board of them, shall draw an order or orders, to be signed by five at least of
the said commissioners, on the treasurer of the Island, for the payment of such sum or sumg
of money to such person or persons, or to such contractor or contractors respectively, which
order or orders the treasurer is hereby directed to pay out of any monies that may be in the
treasury: and the said commissioners, or any board of them, if they shall think proper, are
hereby also authorized to appoint some competent person or persons to survey andinspect
the said buildings, and see that the same are finished in a faithful and workmanlike manner
and according to the contract or agreement for building the same; and such person or per-
sons so to be appointed shall receive such remuneration for his or their trouble as shal be
agreed upon by the said commissioners, or any board of them, and such person or persons,
and the said commissioners, or any board of them, are herebyauthorized to draw an order on
the treasurer of the Island for the payment of such remuneration to such person or persons
which order the treasurer is hereby authorized and required to pay. ’

And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the said commissioners, or
a board of them, to appoint one sergeant at each police settlement, who is to be required to
keep a good and efficient horse; and to appoint for district (A.) eight privates to serve on
foot and eight privates mounted on horses; fordistrict (B.) 12 privates to serve on foot and
12 privates mounted on horses; for district (C.) 12 privates to serve on foot and 12 privates
mounted on horses; for district (D.) eight privates to serve on foot and eight privates
mounted on horses; for district (E.) 12 privates to serve on foot and 12 privates mounted
on horses ; for district (F.) 12 privates to serve on foot and 12 privates mounted on horses;
all able-bodied men between the ages of 20 and 55 years; and when any such situation shall
become vacant by the death of any such sergeant or private, or otherwise, it shall be theduty
of the person in charge of such settlement immediately to report the same to the said com-
missioners, who, or any board of them, shall forthwith fill up all such vacancies by appoint-
ments in manner aforesaid; and such sergeants and privates may be removed by the said
comunissioners, or any board of them, for bad conduct or inefficiency; and such sergeants
and privates shall be styled police-officers, and shall form the police force at such settle-
ments; and they shall reside at their respective police settlements when not on actual duty;
and the said commissioners, or any board of them, are hereby authorized and required to
appoint suchpolice-officers immediately after the passing of this Act.
Act, and when not on duty, to reside at their respective settlements,

And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners, or any board of them, are hereby
directed and empowered to indent all persons so appointed and engaged into the said police
for a term of not less than one year nor more than six years 5 and during the time that they
shall remain such police officers as aforesaid, they shall receive the following pay ; that is to
say, each sergeant shall receive the sum of 1302, current money of this Island, per annum,
to be paid to him, in equal monthly payments by the treasurer of this Island, on certificate
of the special justice of the district to which such police officer shall be attached ; and each
private serving on foot the sum of 507. like current money per annum, to be paid to him in
equal monthly payments in manner as aforesaid; and each private serving on horseback the
sum of 80/1, like money per annum, to be paid to him in equal monthly payments in manner
as aforesaid: provided always, that every such special justice shall, seven days at the least
before he issues any such certificate or certificates, give notice in writing to the treasurer of
the number of such certificates, the names of the persons to whom given, and the amount
of each. .

And be it further enacted, that as vacancies occur among the sergeants of such police
settlements, privates may for good conduct be promoted to such vacancies from time to time
by the said commissioners or a board of them.

And be it further enacted, that the several privates appointed to the different districts shall
immedictely on their enrolment be numbered by the sergeant of such district, and shall be
provided with the following dress: a blue cloth jacket, to be so made as to button close up
to the chin, with a standing collar; on the right side of which shall be worked in white
cloth the letter distinguishing the district to which such private belongs, and on the left the
individual number of such private according to suchenrolment as aforesaid; a pair of dark
grey cloth trousers, a black hat, two pairs of strong shoes, and a grey cloth cloak or great
coat, such as is furnished to the soldiers in His Majesty’s army; and that each of the said
sergeants shall be provided with a blue cloth jacket, with standing collar, on each side of
which shallbeworked in white cloth, the letter distinguishing the district to which he belongs,
and with three stripes of white cloth on the left arm, and that in all other respects they shall
be dressed as the privates are hereby directed to be; which said uniforms are to be worn by
the said police officers at all times when on duty, and to be annually furnished to them at
the public expense, under the directions of the said commissioners or any board of them.

And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners, or any board of them, are hereby
directed to arm and accoutre the said police officers in such manner as they shall deemex-
pedient for the due performance of their duties, and their proper protection as a police;
which said arms and accoutrements shall be provided at the public expense, and shall be
kept, when not in use, in complete order, and deposited in a room to be appropriated to that
purpose at each police settlement.

An¢
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And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the sergeants and privates of each
lice settlement to carry into execution all such orders as they shall receive from the special

ustice or special justices of the district of each such police settlement, for the prevention or
repressing of crimes and enforcing obedience to the law.

And be it further enacted, thatthe sergeants and rivates of police shall act as conserva-
tors of the peace for the respective districts to whic _ they shall respectively belong; and
they shall have, exercise an enjoy within their respective districts all the powers, authorities
and immunities. which are incident to the office of a constable, and which are by the general
law of the land vested in or given to constables; and all such powers, authorities and im-
munities are hereby declared to be absolutely and fully vested in and given to such sergeants
and privates of police: provided always, that when any such police officer shall be sus-
ended, dismissed or cease to belong to such police settlement as aforesaid, all such powers,

authorities and immunities shall immediately cease and determine.

And be it further enacted, that in all cases in which any police officer shall be guilty of
any disobedience or infringement of any of the bye-laws or regulations for the government
of the police establishment, or oth- impropriety of conduct or breach of duty as such police
officer, it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the peace before whom such police officer
shall be convicted of any such offence, to impose a penalty on him of not more than 51;
and in case the same shall not be paid immediately, or within such time as‘the justice before
whom the conviction shall take place shall direct, notice thereof shall be given by such
justice to the treasurer of the Island, who is hereby directed to deduct the amount of such
penalty from the salary due to such police officer.

And whereas obstructions often happen and damage is frequently done on the several
highways of this Island by the negligence or wilful misbehaviour of persons driving vehicles
thereon ; be it therefore further enacted, that if any driver of any carriage, cart or vehicle
of any kind shall ride upon any such carriage, cart or vehicle (such carriages or vehicles as
are commonly driven or conducted by some person holding the reins of the horses excepted);
or if the driver of any carriage, cart or vehicle of any description whatsoever, or any person
riding shall by negligence, wilful misbehaviour or other misconduct, cause any hurt or
damage to any person or property being upon any highway; or if any driver of anycarriage,
cart or vehicle whatsoever shall wilfully be at such distance from such carriage, cart or
vehicle, that he cannot have the direction or government of any horse or horses or cattle
drawing the same (not having employed some proper person to take care of the same), or
shall by negligence, wilful misbehaviour or other misconduct, interrupt the freepassage of
any other vehicle or of His Majesty’s subjects, or shall obstruct any highway, an being re-
quired by any police officer or constable to pass on or move, shall continue to obstruct the
same, every person so offending, and being convicted by anyjustice of the peace, either upon
confession or the oath of a credible witness, shall for every such offence forfeit any sum not
exceeding 40s. currency, to be paid into the public treasury; and in every case whereany
such hurt or damage shall have been cau: as aforesaid, shall further pay such sum not
exceeding 51., as shall appear to the said justice a reasonable compensation to the person sO
aggrieved or injured; and in default of payment thereof immediately or within such time as
such justice shall appoint, such justice shall commit such offender to the common gaol or
house of correction of the district in which such offence shall have been committed, to be
there imprisoned for any term not exceeding two months, unless such penalty, together with
the costs and compensation (if, ordered) be sooner paid: provided always, that nothing
herein contained shall deprive or debar any person or persons from anycivil or other remedy
which he or she may lawfully have on occasion of such damage or injury as aforesaid: pro-
vided always, that in all cases in which the offender shall be an apprenticed labourer, he or
she shall be punished under the provisions of an Act of this Island, intituled, « An Act for
the abolition of Slavery, for the Government of Apprenticed Labourers, and for ascertaining
and enforcing the Reciprocal Duties between them and their employers.”

And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any police officer within the districtto which he belongs to stop and search any cart, carriage or vehicle which there shall bereason tosuspect of having or conveying any goods, matter or thing stolen or unlawfullyobtained, and also to apprehend, search and detain any person who may be reasonably sus-
pected of having or conveying in any manner any goods, matter or thing stolen or unlawfullyobtained, and to convey every such person (except such person be in the immediate charge of
any cart, carriage or vehicle), as soon as conveniently may be, together with such goods,matter or thing, before some justice of the peace; and if such person shall not give an
account, to the satisfaction of such justice, how he or she came by the same, such personshall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall suffer as hereinafter mentioned.

And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to any justice of the peace,y the information on oath of one or more credible person or persons, that there is reason-able cause for believing that any goods, matter or thing, stolen or unlawfully obtained, areconcealed or otherwise lodged in any house, warehouse, shop, yard, garden, lodging, orany
other place, it shall be lawful for such justice, by special warrant under his hand and sealdirected to an police officer within his district, or constable as aforesaid, to cause everysuch place to be entered and searched at any time of the day or by night (if a power for thatPirpose be expressly given in and by such warrant), and the said justice shall be, and he is
ereby authorized, if it shall appear necessary, to empower, ‘n and by his said warrant,

oa,
any
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Clause 10.
Duties of police officers
preseril

Clause 11.
Police officers to act as
peace officers, and to
enjoy all immunities of
a constable under the
general law;

All which shall be no
longer enjoyed than
while he continues in
such office.

Clause 12,
Any police officer con-
victed before a justice
of the peace of disobe-
dience or improper con-
duct, shall be fined 51,
which, if not paid at
the time here mention-
ed, the same shall be
notified to the treasurer,
who shall deduct such
amount from his salary.

Clause 13.
A driver of any car-
riage, cart, &c., who
shail ride thereon (ex-
cept as is here except-
ed), or misbehave him-
self, or cause hurt or
damage to any person
or property, or who
shall be guilty of any
other the offences here«
in set forth, on convic-
tion thereof before a
justice of the peace,
shall forfeit a sum not
exceeding 40 s. cur-
rency, and where da-
mage shall be sustained,
the further sum of 5 1,
to the party injured,
and in default ofpay-
ment, to be committed
to gaol or a house of
correction for two
months, unless the fines
be sooner paid.

Parties to have the
right of civil process
for recovery ofdamages.
Offenders being appren«
ticed labourers to be
punished under the Act
for the Abolition of
Slavery.

Clause 14,
A police officer may
stop and search any cart
&c. suspected of having
stolen goods, &c., and
carry the same, with
the persons, before a
justice of the peace, and
if the goods shall not be
satisfactorily accounted
for, the possessor shall
be adjudged guilty of
a misdemeanor

Clause 15.
Upon the information,
on oath, of a credible
person, a justice of the
peacemay issue his
warrant to any police
officer, to search the
house, &c. of any suse
pected person, where
stolen goods shail be
suspected to be con-
cealed, and tosummon
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assistance, and; if ne-
cessary, to use force for
effecting an entry.

In case any goods, &c.
shall be found, the po-
lice officer is to carry
the same, with the per
son in whose premises
they were found, and
all others, persons privy
to such concealment,
before the justice, and
if the goods, &c. shall
not, within a reasonable
time, be satisfactorily
accounted for by the
person in whose pre-
mises they were found,
such persons shall be
adjudged guilty of a
misdemeanor.

Clause 16.
A person charged be-
fore a justice with hav-
ing stolen goods, and
declaring himself the
agent of another person,
by whom he was em-
ployed, the justice shall
cite such person, and
all others who may be
interested, before him,
and examine them and
witnesses on cath; and
upon hearing, the per-
son in possession of
such goods stolen or
unlawfully obtained, to
be adjudged guilty ofa
misdemeanor.
The employer of a car-
ner or servant to be
deemed the lawful own-
er of the goods.

Clause 17.
All offenders for misde-
meanors shall, upon
conviction, forfeit and
pay a sum not exceed-
ing 10. into the public
treasury, or be im=
prisoned, with or with-
out hard labour, not ex-
ceeding two months, at
the discretion of the
justice,

Offenders may be bound
to the grand sessions,

Clause 18.
Articles seized from
persons convicted of a
misdemeanor (doubtful
as to the owner) shall
be advertised in some
newspaper;

And if not claimed in
30 days, they shall bo
sold, and the net pro-
ceeds, after deducting
the expenses, paid into
the public treasury.
Perishable articles to be
sold immediately.
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any such police officer within his district, or constable, with such assistance as shall be found
necessary (suchpolice officer or constable having previously made known to the person or
persons having charge in the said place such his authority) to use force for effecting such
entry, whether by breaking open doors or otherwise, and if upon search being thereupon
made any such goods, matter or things be found, the said police officer or constable is forth-
with to convey the same to and before agustice of the peace, or otherwise place and dispose
the same in some convenient place of safety, subject to the order and discretion of any such °
justice of the peace in manner above mentioned ; and the said police officer or constable ig
to apprehend and convey before the said justice of the peace the person or persons in whose
house, warehouse, shop, yard, garden, lodging or other place, such goods, matters or things,
shall have been found, and all other person or persons found in such house, warehouse, shop,
yard, garden, lodging or other place, who shall appear to have been privy to the depositing
and concealing such goods, matters or things therein, knowing or having reasonable cause
to suspect the same, to have been stolen or otherwise unlawfully obtained, and if such per=
son or persons respectively shall not immediately or within a reasonable time, to be appointed
by such justice of the peace for that purpose, make it appear to his satisfaction by what
lawful means such goods, matters or things, came to be ceposited or situated in suchplace
or places as aforesaid, or that the same were deposited or situated, in such place or places
without any connivance, knowledge or default on the part of such person or persons respec-
tively, then the person or persons in whose house, warehouse, shop, yard, garden, lodging
or other place as aforesaid, any such suspected goods, matters or things, shall have been
found, and also every other person or persons so appearing to have been privy to the depo-
siting the same therein, knowing or having cause to suspect the same to have been stolen or
otherwise unlawfully obtained, shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and
shall suffer as hereinafter mentioned.

And be it further enacted, that when any person or persons shall be brought before any
justice of the peace charged with having or conveying any such goods, matters or things,
stolen or unlawfully obtained, and shall declare himself or herself to have received the same
from some other person or persons to have been employed as a carrier, agent or servant, to
convey the same for some other person or persons, such justice of the peace is hereby autho-
rized and required to cause every such person or persons, and also, if necessary, every prior
or pretended purchaser, or other person through whose possession the same shall appear to
such justice to have passed, to be brought before him and examined upon oath respecting
such possession of such goods, matter or thing as aforesaid, and also to examine witnesses on
oath touching the same, and if upon the whole evidence so to be adduced before such justice
as aforesaid 1t shall appear that any person hath had possession of such goods, matter or
thing, and knew or had reasonable cause to suspect and believe that the same or any part
thereof had been stolen or unlawfully obtained, every such person shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and shall suffer as hereinafter mentioned; and the possession of any such
goods, matter or thing, by any person who is bond fide employed as a carrier, agent or ser-
vant, shall be deemed to be the possession of the person or persons who shall have employed
such other person as such carrier, agent or servant.

And be it further enacted, that for every offence hereinbefore declared to be a misdemeanor,
or for which no special penalty or punishment is hereinbefore appointed, the offender or
offenders shall, upon conviction thereof, and at the discretion of the justice or justices of the
peace before whom such conviction or convictions shall take place, either forfeit and pay any
sum not exceeding 10/. into the public treasury of this Island, or shall suffer imprisonment
for any term not exceeding two months, with or without hard labour, in the common gaol of
this Island, or in the house of correction for the district in which such offence has been com-
mitted ; and in case any such offender or offenders who shall have been sentenced to pa
any such fine or penalty as aforesaid shall not pay the same immediately, or within suc
time as the said justice or justices shall appoint, it shall be lawful for such justice or justices
to commit the offender or offenders to such gaol or house of correction, and for the like
term as aforesaid, unless the same be sooner paid: provided always, that nothing herein
contained shall prevent any such justice or justices from sending any such offender or
offenders to take their trial for such offence or offences at the court of grand sessions for this
Island established.

And be it further enacted, that when any articles shall be seized by virtue of this Act, and
the person or persons in whose possession the same shall have been found shall be
convicted of a misdemeanor as aforesaid, and it shall be doubtful to whom the same really
belong, it shall be lawful for such justice or justices to cause the same to be advertised in
some public newspaper or newspapers, in order that persons having a right thereto may
claim and receive the same within 30 days from the date of such advertisement or adver-
tisements, on paying the expenses of advertising the same; and if no person shall prove his
property and nght to any such articles within the said 30 days, the same shall be sold for
the best price that can reasonably be gotten for the same, and after deducting the expenses
and charges of keeping and advertising the same, the residue shall be paid into the public
treasury of thisisland : provided always, that where any such articles are of a perishable
nature, it shall be lawful for the justice before whom the same shall be brought to order the
same to be forthwith sold or otherwise disposed of as to him shall seem fit.

And
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And be it further enacted, that the sergeants and privatesof police to be appointed b
irtue of this Act, shall each of them, previously to his entering upon the execution of his

off e, take an oath before the special justice of the peace having the superintendence of the0 hice settlement of which such sergeant or private shall be a member, which oath such
rvecial justices of the peace are hereby respectively authorized to administer. The teror
thereof shall be as follows:

swear, that I will well and truly serve our Sovereign Lord the King, as asieA.B. do the district of in this Island, according to the best
ae my skill and knowledge. So help me God.”

And be it further enacted, that each such police settlement shallbe, and the same is
hereby declared to be, under the immediate superintendence of a special justice or justices
ftho eace of the district in which such police settlement shall be established, and a spe-

cial vastice of the peace shall reside at such police settlement or in the immediate vicinity
thereof: and such special justice shall have the power of suspending any police officer
belonging to such police settlement, subject to the confirmation or disallowance of such

nsion by the Governor or Commander-in-chief for the time being, and the Council:
provided always, that the power of such special justice shall cease and determine upon the
reparation of the said apprenticeship system.

i er enacted, that all such persons as shall be condemned to imprisonment
with bard Moeunat such houses ofcorrection as aforesaid, shall be classed and formed into
one or more penal gangs, and shall be employed, underthe superintendence of one or more
of such police officers to be appointed by the special justice, upon the repair of the highways
-of the district to which they belong, or such other public works in such district, under such
rules and regulations as the said commissioners shall deem fit; and that the persons so em-
ployed shall wear such dress or dresses, to be provided at the public expense, with such
mark or marks upon them as the said commissioners or a board of them shall appoint; and
any person not duly authorized, taking off or assisting any member of such penal gang to
take off or conceal his dress, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay, on conviction
before any justice of the peace, a sum not exceeding 5/. currency, forthe use of the public
treasury, or be imprisoned, with or without hard labour,at the discretion of the said justice,
for a term not exceeding one month in the house of correction for the district in which the
offence may be committed, or in the common gaol of this Island.
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Clause 19.
Sergeants and privates
of police appointed un-
der this Act, shall, be-
fore they enter upon
their duties, take the
oath prescribed,

Clause 20.
Each police settlement
to be under the super-
intendence of a special
justice of the peace;
and a special justice
shall reside thereat, who
shall suspend any po-
lice officer, subject to
the confirmation of the
Governor and Council,
by whom he may be
dismissed.

Clause 21,
Persons sentenced to
hard labour to be classe
ed and formed into pe-
nal gangs, and employs
ed in repairing the
highways and other
public works in the dis-
trict, who shall wear a
dress with such marks
as shall be appointed
by the commissioners,
to be provided at the
public expense,

A person removing, or
assisting any member
of a gang to conceal,
his dress, shall, upon

conviction before a justice of the peace, forfeit 5 1., or be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for one month, at the discretion of the justice.

And be it further enacted, that all persons committed to the houses of correction shall be
supplied with proper, food at the public expense, the same to be furnished in such manner
and of such quality as any board of the said commissioners shall direct and aypoint pro-
vided always, that tenders for the said food and all other necessaries for the said establish-
ments respectively shall be contracted for in the same manner as public contracts, and the
lowest and most eligible tender, if approved, shall be accepted by the said commissioners
or any board of them, and security be given andapproved of by them for the due perform-
ance of the said contracts; and the said commissioners, or a board of them, are from time
to time to draw orders on the treasurer for the payment of the same.

And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners, or any board of them, shall be,
and they are hereby authorized and required to appoint a Keeper of each house of correction
which shall be attached to the said police establishments, and all vacancies shall from time
to time be supplied by their appointment, and any such keeper maybe removed by the said
commissioners, or any board of them, for bad conduct or inefficiency; and every suc
‘keeper is hereby declared to be under the immediate superintendence of the special justice
or Justices of the district in which such house of correction is situate; and every such
keeper shall, and he is hereby directed to, keep a book or books, in which he shall regularly
enter the names of all persons committed to the said house of correction, the name or names
of the justice or justices committing them, the offence for which committed, and the punish-
ment to be undergone by them; which said book or books shall and may always be inspected
by the visitors hereinafter mentioned; and each keeper of every such house of correction
‘shall be paid at the rate of 1002. current money of this island per annum, and shall receive
such pay monthly out of the public treasury, on certificate of the special justice for the
district to whichhe shall belong.

And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners, or any board of them, shall be
authorized to hire any place or places for the assembling and keeping together the different
Police officers, until ‘proper police settlements shall bebuilt under the provisions of this
Act,

And be it further enacted, that in all cases of emergency it shall be lawful for any special
justice to summon, either by signal or otherwise, to his assistance any number ofPohee
officers from any other police settlement; and that the person having charge at such other
police settlement shall furnish the same or not, at his discretion.

Clause 22,
Persons committed to
the house of correction
to be fed at the public
expense,

' Tenders for food and
other necessaries for the
establishments to be
contracted for, security
being given by the con-
tractors, who are to be
paid by orders on the
public treasury.

Clause 23.
A keeper shall be ap-
Pointed to each house
of correction, who may
be removed for bad
conduct, &c. The
keeper shall enter in a
book the names of all
persons committed, by
whom, for what of-
fence, and the punish-
ment they are to re-
ceive; which books
shail be inspected by
the visitors of the houses
The keeper to be paid a
salary, at the rate of
100. currency per an-
num, monthly, out of
the public treasury.

Clause 24,
Placesto be hired untit
police settlements are
built.

Clause 25,
Tn case of emergency,
any special justice may
summon assistance

from another settlement,
which the person in charge may furnish or not, at his discretion

And be it further enacted, that the said police officers may upon reasonable causevisit
the several plantations, estates and places within their respective districts, and search for
absentees or otherwise ; and that every employer or person having the charge of any appren-

278, ticed

Clause 26.
Police officers may
search estates and other
places within their dis-
tiict for absentees ;
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and employers, within ticed labourers or labourer shall within 24 hours after he or she shall know that any one or
24 hours. after the ab- more of such apprenticed labourers has absented himself, herself or themselves without the
Shall. cater he vonsley permission of such employer or person having such charge as aforesaid, make a report thereof
of 20. currency, report to the police settlement of the district, and the sergeant of such settlement ishereby required
the same atthe police t9 communicate the same to the police officer of his district, in order that measures may be

settlement. forthwith adopted for the apprehension of such absentee or absentees ; and eve person
having such charge as aforesaid who shall omit to make such report, shall forfeit for each ab-
sentee the sum of 20s. current money, to be recovered as in the case of servants’ wages,
and paid into the public treasury. ,

Clause 27. And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners or a board of them shall frameand
The commissionersto establish all proper and necessary rules and regulations for the management and internal
gulations for the inter- discipline of the said police settlements, and shallfrom time to time, if expedient, alter and
nal discipline of thepo- add to the same, regard being had to the due classification of the prisoners, and separation
IsolecclfeationoF of the different sexes, and to the maintenance ofcleanliness,order and sobriety among them;
prisoners and separa- all which rules and regulations so to be made by the said commissioners as aforesaid shall be
tionof sexes, and main- written or printed and hung up in some conspicuous place in the several houses of correc-
ree sconethese tion, and the several special justices and police officers are to govern themselvesaccordingly,
which rules are to be hung up in each house of correction.

Clause 28. And be it further enacted, that the Governor or Commander-in-chief of this Island for the
The persons whoare time being, the Members of His Majesty’s Council, and the Speaker of the General Assem-
inspectors of the re- bly, are hereby declared to be visitors and inspectors of the several police settlements and
spective police settle- houses of correction in this Island.
mi .

th Clause 29. And be it further enacted, that the said commissioners or a board of them shall once in
‘ilmeetevery three CVeTY quarter, or oftener if they deem it necessary, meet for the purpose of arranging the

aeattme eecateoat affairs and auditing the accounts of the said several police establishments, which meetin
audit the accounts of are to take place on the second Wednesday in January, the second Wednesday in April, the
mec thedagen second Wednesday in July, and the second Wednesday in October in each and every year.
which they are to meet, tae . .

Clause 30. And be it further enacted, that the special justices ofthe peace having the superintendence
Thespecialjustices of of the said police establishments, shall once in each quarter make to the said commissioners
lice bettlement shallre @report of the state and effective strength and condition of the police force at each such set-
portto the commission- tlement, and of the state of the buildings, and the state and conduct of the prisoners con-
ers, quarterly, re swe fined therein, which report the said commissioners are required to lay before the legislature
wikich report thecone of this Island as soon as practicable after it has been so received by them, with remarks
missioners are to sub- thereon, as to them shall seem expedient.
mit to the legislature. ,

Clause 31. And be it further enacted, that in case of martial law being proclaimed, the said
mscase of martial a police force shall be under the immediate command of the Governor, orperson in military
underthe commandef command for the time being, to be employed in such service as he shall direct, in the same
the Governor, and to be manner as the militia of this Island, and subject to the same rules and regulations, pains
subjectto therules, ; and penalties as by virtue of the several Acts which now are or at any time hereafter may be
Kenikta in force in regard to the said militia: provided always, that all persons engaged in the said
Policeofficers tobe - police shall be exempted from militia duty, serving on juries, and as freeholders on
exempted from militia ;duty, &e. appraisements,

Clause 32. Provided always, and be it further enacted, that the powers and authorities given to Spe-
The authorities granted cial justices and justices of the peace, or police officers and constables, under and by virtue
justices shall not Pere of this Act, shall not interfere with the exclusive jurisdiction, authority, privileges and powers
ferewith the powers vested or to be vested in the police magistrates, superintendents ofpotice and police officersb
vested in the police an Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act to establish a Police in Bridge Town,in the Parismagistrates of Bridge . ” 3
Town. of St. Michael.

Clause 33, Provided always, and be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful to prosecute and
Offenders not to bepunished under this Punish any person or persons both under this Act and under the general law for any offence
Act,and under the ge- or offences by him, her or them committed against the provisions of this Act.
a Ve

Clause 34. And be it further enacted, that no action shall be brought against any such police officer
Apolice officer, for or other person acting by his order and in his aid, for anything done in obedience to the
2 specrl justice, shall warrant of any special justice of the peace until demand hath been made or left at the usual
notbe prosecuted, un- place of his abode by the party or by his attorney in writing, signed by the party demanding
less the justicebe made the same, of the perusal and copy of such warrant, and the same hath been refused or neg-
tich be brought against lected for six days after such demand; and if after compliance therewith any such action
such justice and police shall be brought without making the special justice who signed such warrant defendant, or
pices, wre juryshail producing and proving such warrant at the trial, the jury shall give their verdict for the

ficer,although averdict defendant, notwithstanding any defect ofjurisdiction in the justice ; and if such action shall
be given against the be brought jointly against such special justice and the police officer, on proofof such warrant
Special justice. the jury shall find for such police officer, notwithstanding such defect ofjurisdictionasafore-

said ; and if the verdict be given against the special justice, the plaintiff shall recover his costs
against him, to be taxed in such manner by the proper officer as to include such costs as the
plaintiff is liable to pay to such defendant for whom such verdict shall be found as aforesaid.

Clause 35. And be it further enacted, that no action or suit shall be commenced against any such
Actions against a po- police officer for anything by him done in the exercise of his office until 14 days’ notice
lice officer for anythingdone under this Act, thereof in writing shall have been given to such police officer, nor after a sufficient aatiete
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tion, or tender thereof, hath been made to the party or parties aggrieved, nor after six calen-
dar months next after the fact committed ; and the defendant or defendants in such action
or suit shall and may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in
evidence at any trial to had. therein ; and ifit shallappear that the same was done in the
exercise of such office, or if such action or suit shall be rought after the time hereinbefore
limited for bringing, or shall be brought without 14 days’ notice thereof, or shall be brought
after a sufficient satisfaction made or _tendered a8 aforesaid, that then the jury shall find
for the defendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff orplaintiffs shall become nonsuit, or
guffer a discontinuance of his, her or their action or suit, or if a verdict shall pass against the
plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall have treble costs, and shall have such
remedy for recovering the same as any other defendant or defendants hath or have by law
for the recovery of costs of suit in any other cases.

 

—No. 11. ——_

Barbadoes.

AN ACT to Establish a Police in Bridge Town, in the Parish of St. Michael.—
(Passed 29th July 1834.)

Wuerzas it is highly expedient that an effective police be immediately established in
Bridge Town, in the Parish of St. Michael, be it therefore enacted by his Excellency Sir
Lionel Smith, Knight Commander of the most honourable Military Order of the Bath, His
Majesty’s Captain-general and Governor-in-chief of this Island, Chancellor Ordinary and
Vice-admiral of the same, the honourable the Members of His Majesty’s Council, and the
General Assembly of this Island, and by the authority of the same, that from and after the
passing of this Act the vestry of the parish of St. Michael, or any 10 of them, shall have
full power and authority from time to time to prepare bye-laws, ordinances and regulations
relative to the several matters and things hereinafter mentioned; that is to say,touching
and concerning all offences, evils and inconveniences whatsoever in the said town, or in the
streets, squares or places therein, or within the careenage or Mole-head, relative to the
exercising, using and carrying on dangerous, noisome or offensive trades of every kind in
particular streets or places in the said town; relative to markets in the said town, (but not
to extend to regulating or ascertaining the price of any commodity or article of provision
which may be brought to sale within the said town); relative to the lighting of the said
town in the night; for the better regulating seamen, soldiers and foreigners of every de-
scription in the said town, in respect of their being in the streets or elsewhere than in their
respective ships, quarters, residences or lodgings in the night time and otherwise, as may
appear expedient for preserving thePeace of the said town; relative to all suspicious per-
sons loitering about the town in the day or night time, and who can give no good account
of themselves; relative to taverns, grogshops, punch or tippling houses, retailers of liquors
of every description, hawkers, pedlars, hucksters, porters and boatmen, and to the fixing
and regulating the rates at which licences may be ted to them respectively by the jus-
ticesof the peace appointed to carry this Act into effect; relative to forestalling and regrat-
ing; relative to the assize of bread; relative to putrid, damaged or decayed provisions and
srmmodities of every kind ; relative to the building of houses withinthe limits of Bridge
own,

constructed, so as to render the same less liable to take fire; relative to decayed buildings
and vacant spots of land, and to all other nuisances of what kind soever in the saidtown,and the abatement of all such nuisances; relative to hogs, dogs and goats going at large orotherwise being in the said town; relative to the firing of squibs, rockets or other fireworks
of every kind ; relative to the firing of guns, pistols or other fire-arms of every kind ; rela-tive to the riding or driving of horses or other cattle of every kind and description whatso-ever, furiously, carelessly or negligently in the said town, and to the breaking of horses inthe said town; relative to the ying of kites in the said town; relative to the dispersing ofall mobs, and for the punishment of all indecencies, swearing, quarrelling or improper beha-Viourin the streets of the said town; relative to the enforcing the due observance of theSabbath; relative to trafficking in the streets; and relative to any matter or thing whatso-
ever which may concern the good government and police of the said town. And it shall belawful for the said vestry, or any 10 of them, to fix and appoint in all such bye-laws, ordi-nances and regulations, such reasonable and adequate pains, punishments and penalties forthe non-observance, non-performance or breach thereof, as shall seem requisite or expedient,80 as such pains, punishments and penalties do not exceed the following limitations; that isto say, in case of a fine, the sum of 251. current money of this Island ; and in case of im-Prisonment the term of one calendar month, with or without being worked on the tread-mill, -or on any public works: provided always, that such bye-laws, ordinances, and regulationsshall be laid before the overnor, Council and General Assembly of this Island for their
approval and confirmation, and the same shall be of no force or validity until they shall haven confirmed by the Governor, Council and General Assembly: provided always, that itshall not be lawful to proceed against or prosecute any person for breach of the said bye-aws, ordinances and regulations, unless complaintthereof be lodged against the offenderwithin two months next after the offences shall be committed.

278,
And

or within 300 yards of such limits, and the materials of which such houses shall be 8
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wher and how to be
brought, what may be
pleaded, and whatgivem
in evidence.

If not supported, the
defendant to have tre-
bie costs, with his re-
medy for recovering the
same,

No. 11.

After the passing of
this Act, the vestry of
the parish of St. Mi- -
chael, or any 10 of
them, are to make bye-
laws, &c. relative to the
several matters and
things after mentioned;
viz.
All offences in the
town; all dangerous
trades, &e.

Markets.
Lighting the town at

night; all suspicious
persons loitering
about the town.

Taverns, &c., and fixing
the rates of licences to
be granted them,

Forestalling, &c.
The assize of bread,
Damaged provisions.
Building ofhouses with-

in the town,
Decayed buildin,
Hogs) dogs, &c.oe
The firing of squibs ;

firing of guns.
Riding or driving

horses.
Flying of kites.
Dispersing of mobs.
wearing, quarrelling,

c.
Enforcing the obsery-

ance of the Sabbath ;
trafficking in the
streets ; and gene-
rally for the good go-
vernment ofthe
lice of the town.

They are to impose
pains and penalties for
the non-observance of
the said bye-laws. In
case of fine, not to ex-
ceed 251. currency, and
imprisonment one
month,
Proviso: Bye-laws not
to be in force until con-
firmed by the Governor,
Council and Assembly,
Proviso: No person to
be prosecuted for an:
offence committed after
the expiration of two
months,
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Clause 2.
Complaints against of-
fenders under this Act
to be tried in a sum-

manner before the
justices of the peace,
appointed for carrying it
into execution,and on
conviction.

The fines imposed shall
be levied snd raised as
servants’ wages to His
Majesty, his heirs and
successors, for the uses
of this Act, and to be
paid to the town clerk.

The execution to cone
tain a clause to the
effect herein mentioned,

Clause 3.
The Governor in Coun-
cil, by and with their
advice, is to nominate
three justices of the
peace (not ofthe Coun-
cil or Assembly) for
carrying this Act into
execution.
Proviso: What thejus-
tices are required to do,
and what not.

Proviso: The Gover-
nor may suspend either
of the justices for mis-
conduct, &c., or in case
of death, &c. of either
of them, other or others
shall be appointed, in
manner aforementioned,
The justices appointed
shall take the oath here
mentioned before the
Governor,

Clause 4.
The time that the jus-
tices are to sit for hear-
ing complaints,

Clause 5.
Where thejustices shall
reside.

Clause 6.
The justices appointed
under this Act shall, on
all complaints, receive
the fees established by
jaw ; and no other jus-
tice shall receive any
fee on any complaint,
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And be it further enacted, that every offender againstthe bye-laws, ordinances and reoy_
lations to be made, ordained and established as aforesaid, shall be tried and adj udged in a
summary manner by and before the justices of the peace to be appointed for the purpose of
carrying this Act into effect, or any two of them; and such justices of the peace or any two
of them are hereby authorized, and required, upon any information exhibited or complaint
made before them, to summon the party or parties accused, and the witnesses on either side, .
and in case the party or parties accused shall not appear on such summons (and after oath
made of the commission of the o:‘ence), to issue a warrant or warrants for apprehending the
party or parties offending, in case he, she or they shall be liable to beimprisoned for the
offence; and upon the appearance of the party or parties accused, orhisor their contempt
in not appearing upon proof of being summoned, to proceed to the examination of the wit-
hess or witnesses upon oath (which .oath they are hereby authorized, empowered and re.
quired to administer), and to give such judgment, sentence and determination as shall be
just and conformable to law; and in every case ofconviction by confession, or upon the oath
of one or more credible witness or witnesses, theadjudication shall be executed as follows:
that is to say, in case of fine (if the same be not paid) the justices before whom such con.
viction shall take place, shall issue execution under their hands and seals, for levying and
recovering the same, as in the case of servants’ wages, and the same shall be executed bya
constable; and all fines imposed: by this Act, or by any of the bye-laws, rules and regula.
tions to be made in pursuance of this Act, shall be to the King’s Most ExcellentMajesty.
his heirs and successors, for the uses declared by this Act, and when levied such fines shal]
be paid into the hands of the town clerk of the said town, for the time being, to be 2ppointed
as hereinafter mentioned ; and every such execution shall contain a clause, that in case
there cannot be found sufficient estate or effects of the offender to satisfy the said execution
and all charges, that such offender or offenders be and stand committed to the commongaol
of this Island, for a certain space of time, to be mentioned in such execution, not exceedine
the term of one calendar month, without bail or mainprize, unless the same and all charges -
shall be sooner paid and satisfied, and in case of adjudication of imprisonment, the offender
or offenders shall be taken by the body, and stand committed to the common gaol of this
Island, or to the house of correction appropriated for the use of the parish of St. Michael, by
warrant under the hands and seals of the said justices for the space of time (not exceeding
one calendar month), which shall be adjudged, without bail or mainprize, and be worked on.
the tread-mill, or on any public works, if so required by such warrant.

And be it further enacted, that the Governor in Council is hereby authorized and required,
immediately after the passing of this Act, by and with the concurrence of the Council, to
nominate three justices of the peace (not being members of the Council, or of the General
Assembly,) for the purpose of carrying this Act into effect ; and such justices of the peace
shall also inquire into, hear and determine all other matters cognizable by justices of the
the peace: provided always, that it shall not be lawful for the justices of the peace who
shall be appointed for carrying this Act into effect to go out of the limits of the said parish
of St. Michael to take cognizance of any offences, nor shall they hear and determine any
complaints for offences committed without the limits of the said parish ofSt. Michael ; but it
shall, nevertheless, be lawful for them, or either of them, to commit any person brought
before them on a charge of felony committed in any other parish, and to examine witnesses
touching the same: provided always nevertheless, and it shall and may be lawful for the
Governor to suspend or remove any such justices of the peace for misconduct or incapacity,
and in case ofthe death, removal for misconduct, absence from the Island, or incapacity to
act of any one or more of such justices who shall be so appointed, some other justice orjustices
of the peace (not being of the Council, or of the General Assembly,) shall from time to time,
as occasion may require, be in like manner appointed in his of their place or stead by the
Governor in Council; and before entering on his office, every justice of the peace to be
appointed under and by virtue of this Act, shall take the following oath before the Governor
of the Island for the time being:

“1, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely swear that I will, to the best of my ability, perform
the several duties required of me under and by virtue of an Act of this Island, intituled,
‘An Act to establish a Police in Bridge Town, in the Parish of St. Michael.’ So help.
me God.”

And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of two of the said justices of the peace
so to be appointed as aforesaid, to sit daily at an office, to be provided by the said vestry at
the expense of the inhabitants of the town, from 10 o’clock in the morning until four o’clock
in the afternoon, except Sundays, Christmas-day and Good Friday (unless preventedby
other duties authorized by this Act which they may be ealled on to perform), for the hearing
and determining of all complaints and cases cognizable by them.

And be it further enacted, that the said justices of the peace shall reside within the limits
of Bridge Town.

And be it further enacted, that the said justices of the peace, on hearing of all complaints
and cases which may be brought before them and heard in a summary manner, shall be enti-
tled to and shall demand the fees established by law to be taken by justices of the peace, and
that no other justice of the peace shall demand or receive, or be entitled to demand or receive,
any fee whatsoever on any complaint made before him in the limits of Bridge Town, or one
mile thereof, anything in any Act or Statute of this Island to the contrary contained not-

withstanding
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ithstanding, and that any justice of the peace who shall demand or receive any fee or ora-
“whatsoover contrary the true intent and meaning of this Act, shallforfeitthe sueof
500 for every suchoffence, to be recovered as in the case of servants’ wages, and paid into
the public treasury ; and in all cases where any fine or fines shall be recovered before any of
the justices of the peace appointed to carry this Act into effect, the party or parties who shall
be adjudged to pay the fine or fines, shall also be adjudged to ray the foes which the said
justices of the peace shall be entitled to demand, and all such ees shall be received by the
town clerk appointed in pursuance of this Act; and when it shall be necessary to issue an
execution for the recovery of anyfineor fines, or sum or sums of money, the said justices of
the peace issuing such execution shall insert the amount of I such fees as shall be payable
by the party against whom such execution shall be issued, to the end that the same may be
levied and raised at the time of levying and raising such fine or fines, or sum or sums of
money mentioned in such execution; and in all other cases where fees shall become payable
to the said justices of the peace, or to anypolice officers or constables, if the same be not
forthwith paid by the person or persons liab ie to pay the same, itshall and may be lawful for
the justices of the peace hearing and determining the complaint to issue an execution for the
recovery of the same as in case of servants’ wages; and im case, for the want of effects, the
erson of any offender shall be committed to prison for the nonpayment of fees, he or she

shall be held in custody for the same for a time not exceeding one calendar month, unless
the fees be paid within the said month.

And be it further enacted, that the vestry of the said parish, or the major part of them,
shall be and they are hereby authorized and required tonominate and appoint to the office of
town clerk some fit person, not being a member of the said vestry, whose duty it shall be to re-
ceive all fees payable to the justices of the peace and police officers to be appointed under
this Act, and all fines imposed by the said justices of the peace for the breach of any bye-
laws, ordinances or regulations, to be and confirmed as aforesaid, and all other fines recovered
before the said justices of the peace and payable for licences (and which licences the said
justices of the peace, or any two of them, shall be and are hereby authorised and empowered
to grant to such as they may think fit), which fines, fees and sums of money the said town
clerk shall pay over to the treasurer of the Island, and take hisreceipt for the same; and
the said town clerk shall once in every two months account to the said vestry for all sums
received by him as aforesaid for fees, fines and licences; and such townclerk before enterin
upon his office shall himself, together with two sufficient sureties, to be approved of by the
vestry, or the major part of them, give bond himself in the sum of 500/. current money of
this Island, and his sureties in the sum of 2501, like money, each, and such bond shall be
taken in the name of the treasurer of the Island for the time being, and made payable to him
and his successors in office, and the condition of the said bond shall be that the said town
clerk shall pay into the treasury at the end of every month all sums of money that shall or
may in any way come into his hands, or be received by him as town clerk, and that he shall
also duly account with the said vestry for the same at the expiration of every two months;
and it shall be the business of the said town clerk to attend the sittings of the said justices
of the peace for the purpose of receiving the said fees, fines and sums ofmoney due and pay-
able for licences, and he shall use all due diligence in collecting the same; and such town
clerk shall make an abstract from the records of the said justices of the peace in the form
annexed, marked (A.), which abstract shall be made up monthly, and signed by two of the
said justices of the peace to be appointed under this Act, who shall certify the correctness
thereof under their hands, and the same shall be laid before the vestry of the said parish,
and a copy thereof delivered by the said town clerk to the clerk of the House of Assembly;
and the said town clerk shall be liable to be removed by the said vestry, or the major part
of them, for breach of duty, or other misconduct, and any vacancy which may happen by his
removal, death, absence from the Island, or incapacity, shall be supplied from time to time
by the said vestry, or the major part of them, by some other person, not being a member of
the said vestry.

And be it further enacted, that the said justices of the peace are hereby required to make
a record of the amount of all fees due in each particular case, and also a record of the amount
of all fines imposed by them, and of all sums of money paid or payable for licences, and to
furnish a copy of the same monthly to the treasurer of the Island for the timebeing.

And be it further enacted, that the vestry of the said parish shall and they are hereby “
authorized and required to divide the said town into three separate districts, and to nominate
and appoint ore superintendent of police and 15 police officers, all able-bodied men, to each
district; and such superintendents and police officers may be dismissed by the said justices
of the peace so to be appointed as aforesaid, or any two of them, for misconduct or ineffi-
ciency, and all vacancies which shall happen by the death, dismissal, incapacity or otherwise,
of the said superintendents, shall from time to time be filled up by some other persons, to be
Nominatedant appointed by the Governor, by and with the consent of the Council; and all
vacancies of the said police officers which shall happen in manner as aforesaid, shall from
time to time be filled. up by the justices of the peace to be appointed for carrying this Act
into effect, or any two of such justices, by the appointment of some other fit persons; and the
said vestry, or the major part of them, shall, at the expense of the inhabitants of Bridge
own, provide a station-house in cach district for the accommodation of such police officers.
278, And

uader the forfeiture of
501. for each offence,
recoverable as servants’
wages, and paid into
the treasury.
The party fined shall
also pay all fees incur-
red thereby to the town
clerk.

Clause 7.
The vestry, or the major
part of them, are to a

int a town clerk, who
is to receive all fees
payable to the justices
and police officers, as
also all fines and all
sums for licences, which
sums he ahall pay to
the treasurer,and.once
in every two months
account to the vestry
for the same.

The person appointed
town clerk shall give a
bond to the treasurer,
himselfin 5001, and
two securities, 250 1.
each, for the faithful
execution of his duties.

He is to attend the sit-
tings of the justices, to
receive all sums pay-
able to them, to
make an abstract of the
records monthly, which
shall be certified by two
of the justices, laid
before the vestry, and a
copy thereof delivered
to the clerk of the As-
sembly.
For what cause he may
be removed, and how
his vacancy shall be
supplied.

Clause 8.
The justices are to fur-
nish the treasurer,
monthly, with a copy
of all fees, fines and
sums of money paid or
payable for the licences,

Cc.

Clause 9.
The vestry are to divide
the town into three dis-
tricts, and to appoint to
each one superinten-
dent and 15 police offi-
eers, who may be dis-
missed by the justices.

Vacancies of superin-
tendents andpolice off-
cers, how to be sup-
plied.
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Clause 10.
Duties of superinten-
dents of the police dis-
tricts.

Clause 11.
Duties of superinten-
dents and police officers.

Th Clause 12.
e vestry are to \-

late the Gdinary duces
of the superintendents
and police officers,
which they shall com-
municate in writing to
the justices.

Superintendents and
police officers are to
wear distinguishing
dresses, which, with
arms, &c., are to be
supplied by the trea-
surer.

Police officers to be
tried for the causes
here mentioned.

Clause 13.
Thejustices for the pre-
servation of the peace
may command the at-
tendance of superinten-
dents and police officers
out of their districts.

At any large assem-
blage of the people, a
police officer shall at-
tend to keep peace.

The justices are to be
responsible for the
peace of the town, and
whenever there shall be
occasion, they shall
swear in special con-
stables,

Clause 14,
In the cases here men-
tioned, the superinten-
dents, with a portion of
police officers, shall at-
tend, and act under the
direction of anyjustice
of peace present; and
if no justice be present,
thenhe shall take ali
necessary measures to
preserve peace.

Proviso: Police officers
not to execute writs but
byorderof the justices,
and the superintendents
and police officers shall
be sworn betore they
enter upon their duties,
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And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the superintendents of police of
districts to regulate the conduct of the police officers in their respective districts, who are
hereby declared to be under their immediate command, and every superintendent of police
shall daily make a report at the office of the said justices of the peace, of all occurrences

within his district touching any breaches or intended breaches of the peace which may have
come to his knowledge, or of which he may have been informed, and of other information
which he may deem material, and of the absence of any police officer or officers of his dis.
trict from duty or of any neglect or dereliction of duty by any of the police officers under
his command ; and such superintendents are hereby declared to be responsible for the peace

of their respective districts, and they are required to be actively and diligently employed in
maintaining the same.

And be it further enacted, that the said superintendents and police officers shall by turns
erform duty both day and night, so that a portion of them shall be constantly on duty,

and shall patrol the streets and act as a town guard, both by day and night, for the protec.
tion of property and the preservation ofpeace and good order, and for enforcing the observance
of the laws and bye-laws; and they are hereby authorized and required to apprehend all
violators of the laws and bye-laws, and take them before the said justices of fhe peace, to

be dealt with according to law, or to lodge complaint against such violators in cases where

such offender shall not be liable to be apprehended in the first mstance; and although the

duties of the said superintendents and police officera will for the most part be performed

within their respective districts, yet they are hereby declared to have full power to act as
constables within the whole limits of Bridge Town, and within one mile of such limits,

And be it further enacted, that the said vestry, or the major part of them, are hereby
authorized and required from time to time, as they shall see fit, to make all necessary rules

and regulations touching the duties to be performed in ordinary by the said superintendents
and police officers, that is to say, respecting what times and in what manner and numbers

they shall be ordered out to patrol the streets, and in what manner they shall be armed, and

how long they shall continue on duty, which rules and regulations shall be in writing, and
shall be communicated by the said vestry to the said justices ofthe peace and superintendent ;
and such superintendents and policemen shall wear such distinguishing dresses and badges
as the said vestry, or the major part of them, shall direct; and such dresses and arms shall,
in the first instance, be supplied by the treasurer of the Island at the public expense; and
the said vestry, or the major part of them, shall also establish fines to be paid by the said
superintendents and porice officers for absence without leave or reasonable cause, to be

allowed of by the said justices of the peace, or any two of them, or for other dereliction of

duty, which fines shallbe recoverable before the said justices in the same manner as servants’
wages, and paid into the treasury.

And be it further enacted, that the said justices of the peace, or any two of them, shall on
all extraordinary occasions, when it shall seem necessary for the preservation of the public
eace, or to prevent the same from being broken, give such orders as they shall think proper
or the attendance of the said superintendents and police officers, at such places and times
as the said justices of the peace, or any two of them, shall think proper, which orders the
said superintendents and police officers are hereby directed to obey, although such places
may be out of their respective districts; and on all occasions where large bodies of the
people shall be assembled together, the said justices of the peace, or any two of them, shall
Issue proper orders to the superintendents, or one or more of them, to attend with a sufficient

number of police officers to preserve the peace at such meetings or collections of the people;
and one or more of such justices of the peace shall also attend such meetings: And the

said justices of the peace appointed for carrying this Act into effect are hereby declared
to be especially responsible for the peace of the town, and they are hereby autho-
rized and required to give such orders as they or any two of them shall think fit, to the
superintendents and police officers for the due preservation thereof; and the said justices of

the peace, or some or one of them, are hereby authorized and required, whenever they or he

shall see proper occasion so to do, to appoint and swear in any number of the inhabitants of

Bridge Town to act as special constables for the preservation ofthe peace: provided, never-

theless, that all persons who are exempt by law from serving the office of constable, shall

not without their consent be compelled to act as special constables.

And be it further enacted, that the superintendents of the respective districts, or any one

or more of them, are and is hereby authorized and required, in all cases ofemergency, such

as the quelling of any riot or riots, assisting in putting out any fire or fires, or other like

necessary and pressing occasions, to attend out of his or their district or districts in any part

of the town, or within one mile of the limits thereof, with such a portion or number of the

police officers under his or their command as he or they shall think fit, and there to act in

such manner as he or they shall be directed by any such justices of the peace, or any other

justice of the peace who may be present; or in case there shall be no justice of the peace

present or known to such superintendents or police officers to be present, such superinten-

dents or police officers shall take such measures as to him or them shall seem proper to

preserve the peace: provided always, that such police officers shall not be taken out o their

respective districts to execute writs or other process, nor shall any such police officer be

permitted, under pain of dismissal, to execute any writ or process whatsoever, at the request

of any person or persons whomsoever, other than the said justices of the peace appointed for

carrying this Act into execution; and every person who shall be appointed to act asa er
intenden
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intendent or police officer shall, before he shall enter upon the duties of his office, be sworn
by the said special justices of the peace, or some or one of them, that he will faithfully, dili-
gently, impartially, and to the best of his ability and knowledge, perform the several duties
required of him by law.

And be it further enacted, that the said justices of the peace, town clerk, superintend- Clause 15.
ents and police officers so to be appointed by this Act, shall be paid salaries ysfollows, lowedtheeatersal-
that is to say, each justice of the peace the sum of 300/. currency per annum, the town the peace, superinten-
clerk the sum of 200J. currency per annum, each superintendent the sum of 2002. currency dentsandpolice officers.
per annum, and each police officer the sum of 602. currency per annum.

And be it further enacted, that every superintendent of police and eve lice officer is _. _ Clause 16.
hereby empowered and required while on duty to apprehend all loose,idle or disorderlyDisturbersof the peace
ersons whom he shall find disturbing the public peace, or whom he shall see cause to sus- justices, or either of
ect of any evil design, or shall find lying, between sunset and sunrise, in any street or other them 5and:if theoffice

place, or loitering therein and not giving a satisfactory account of themselves, and bring or superintendentmay
cause every such person to be brought before the said justices of the peace or any of them, commit the person, or
at their said office, to be dealt with according to law; and in case the said office shall not ‘ke bail for his or her
be open, then to commit every such person or persons to safe custody for the present: pro- *P
vided always, nevertheless, that the superintendent of police of the district in which such
person or persons shall be apprehended, if he deem it prudent, shall be and he is hereby
authorized to take bail of such person or persons for his or their appearance.

And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons shall assault or resist, or shall Clause 17.
aid or incite any other person or persons to assault or resist any superintendent of police or Any person resisting, or

police officer in the execution of his duty, every such person or persons, on conviction thereofother yeraan te Saat a
efore the said justices of the peace, or any two of them, shall forfeit and pay a sum not police officer in the exe-

exceeding 10/., to be recovered as servants’ wages, and applied for the uses of this Act, and cution of his duty,
for want of effects to pay the same, shall be adjudged to be imprisoned for any time not ete TO ble
exceeding two months, unless the fine be sooner paid: provided nevertheless, that this as servants’ wages,to
enactment shall not exempt any such person or persons from his or her liability to be pro-theusesof this Act, or
secuted or sued under the Foneral law: provided also, that such person or persons shall month, unlessthe fine
not be liable to be punished both under this Act and under the general law. be sooner paid.

Proviso: Such person not to be exempt from being prosecuted
under the general law, but he shall not be punished under bothe

And be it further enacted, that the superintendents and police officers to be appointed by . ; Clause tea
virtue of this Act shall have, possess and exercise all the powers and authorities whatsoever Dolceofficerstobe in-
as are had, possessed and exercised by constables, either by virtue of any Acts or Statutes vested with all authori-
of this Island, or of any Acts or Statutes of Great Britain and Ireland in force in thisties exercised by con-

stables under any lawIsland, or by the ancient law of the realm. of Great Britain or this
Island.

And be it further enacted, that no action or suit shall be commenced againstany justice Clause 19.
of the peace, superintendent, police officer, constable, or any other person, for anything by justiceofheaay/-
him done by virtue, or in pursuance of this Act, until 14 days’ notice thereof in writing police officers, when,
shall have been given to such justice of the peace, superintendent, police officer, or other bow,andforwhat
person, nor after a sufficient satisfaction or tender thereof hath been made to the party or ““*” ought.
parties aggrieved, nor after six calendar months next after the fact committed; and theThepersonsued may
defendant or defendants in any such action or suit shall and may plead the general issue, and Plead the generalFeed
give this Act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to be held thereupon, and that evidence.
the same was done in pursuance and by the authority of this Act, or in the exercise of any
such office as aforesaid; and if the same shall appear so to be done, or if such action or
suit shall be brought after the time hereinbefore limited for bringing the same, or shall be
brought without 14 days’ notice thereof, or after a sufficient satisfaction made or tendered as
aforesaid, that then the jury shall find for the defendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff Ifthe plaintiff be non-
or plaintiffs shall become nonsuited or suffer a discontinuance of his, her or their action orsulted,or suffer 2dis-
suit, or if a verdict shall pass against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants fondantshail have tre-
shall have treble costs, and shall have such remedy for recovering the same as any other bie costs,
defendant or defendants hath or have by law for the recovery of costs of suit in any other
cases,

_And be it further enacted, that the treasurer of the Island shall pay, and he is hereby Clause 20,
directed, without any further order for that purpose, to pay to the said justice of the peace The treasurer istopay
andtown clerk, by quarterly payments, such annual sums as aforesaid, and upon the order or ticesofthecountad
certificate of the said justices of the peace, or any two of them, to pay by monthly pay- town clerk quarterly,
ments as aforesaid the said annual sums hereinbefore granted to the said superintendents and 24 the salaries of the
police officers; and the said treasurer shall keep an account headed as follows; that is to piperintendeentsand po-
say, “ Dt.—Bridge Town Police with the Treasurer—C*. ;” and on the debit side of such He isto keep an a.
account he shall charge all sums paid by him for salaries as directed by this Act; and on thefontofallsums paid
credit side he shall place all sums received by him from the town clerk for fees, fines androshallandthefot
licences, and the sum hereinafter required to be raised on the inhabitants of Bridge Town, the town clerk.
towards the support of the said police establishment. And the said vestry of the said parish The vestry, within 10
of St. Michael are hereby authorized and required, within 10 days after the passing of this daysafterthepassing
Act, and also annually and every year on the same day or days wherein they affix or impose ally shen hee
other parochial taxes, to lay an imposition or tax on all owners of houses and all traders and_ they impose otherpe
inhabi i id ves i ial taxes, im-pspants of Bridge Town who shall by the said vestry be thought able to pay a tax,in pose tax es, aotoin
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of houses, and all
traders and inhabitants
of Bridge Town, in such
ratio as they shall think
fit, forraising2,000.
current money, towards
the support ofthepo-
lice establishment,
which being published
in church, and confirm-
ed by the Governor in
Council, shall be col-
lected by the church-
warden, who shall, after
deducting thereout
$00 2. fordefraying the
rent of a police-oftice
and station-houses, pay
the balance to the trea-
surer of the Island, by
quarterly payments.
The treasurer shall re-
turn 5L.percent. on all
sums payable to him
under this Act, except
the amount he shall re-
ceive from the church~
warden,

Clause 21.
After the passing of
this Act, the Act passed
on the 26 October 1813
is repealed, except as
here mentioned.

Clause 22.
Declares who shall be
exempt from militia
duty, &c.

Clause 23.
The appointment of
constables not pre-
vented.
Proviso: Such consta-
bles to attend the office
of the justices of the
peace, to receive writs,
&c., but they are not to
watch at night.

Clause 24.
Who shall be the Go-
vernor.
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such ratio and proportion to the rents of their houses and the profits of their trades and
fessions, as the said vestry shall in their discretion think fit, for raising the sum of 2,000|
current money of this Island, per annum, towards the support of the said police establish.
ment, over and above all other parochial taxes and assessments, whichbeing published in the
parish church, and allowed and confirmed by the Governor and Council in like manner ag
other parochial taxes and assessments, and an attachment under the hand and seal of the
Governor for the time being granted for raising the same, shall be collected and raised h
the churchwarden of the said parish of St. Michael in the same manner as the otherpa-
rochial taxes collected and raised by him; and the said churchwarden for the time being of
the parish of St. Michael shall andhe is hereby directed and required, after deducting a gum
not exceeding 3007. current money as aforesaid, for and towards defraying the rent of the
police office and station-houses before mentioned, to pay over to the treasurer of this Island
for the time being the balance of the said sum of 2,0001., payable as aforesaid by the inha-
bitants of Bridge Town, in support of the said police establishment, by four equalquarterly
payments, the same to commence and be computed from the end and expiration of 10 da
next after the passing of this Act; and the said treasurer shall have and receive for his pains
and trouble in attending to the directions of this Act a commission of 51. for every 1001,
which shall be received by or paid overto him under the authority of this Act, excepting the
sums paid over to him by the churchwarden of the said parishof St. Michael, on which he
shall not be entitled to charge commissions: and it is hereby declared, that the said sum
of 2,000 2. per annum, hereinbefore directed to be raised by the said vestry, is hereby granted
to the King’s most Excellent Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the public use of this
Island as aforesaid; and the said vestry and treasurer of the Island are hereby made liable
to account to the King’s most Excellent Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the due appro-
priation of the same in the manner aforesaid.

And be it further enacted, that from and after the passing of this Act, a certain Act of
this Island which passed the 26th day of October 1813, intituled, “An Act to authorize.
and empower the Vestry of the parish of St. Michael to raise a sum not exceeding the sum of
2,0002., current money of this Island, in manner and for the uses and purposes therein-
after mentioned,” shall be and the same is hereby declared to be repealed, except so far as
it may be necessary to enforce the payment of any sum or sums of money already assessed
by the said vestry in pursuance of the said Act, and the keeping up of the present town-
watch until the police established by this Act shall be completed.

And be it further enacted, that the justices of the peace, town clerk, superintendents and
police officers, who shall be appointed for carrying this Act into effect, shall be and they are

ereby declared to be exempt from the performance of militia duty, serving on juries, and as
freeholders on appraisements.

And be it further enacted, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be construed
to extend to prevent the appointment of constables for the parish of St. Michael at the
quarter sessions, in the same manner as the same are now appointed for the said parish; pro-
vided always nevertheless, that the 12 constables selected from the inhabitants of Bridge
Town by the justices of the peace holding such courts of quarter sessions, shall attend the
office of the said justices of the peace to be appointed for carrying this Act into effect, for
the purpose ofreceiving all writs, warrants, summonses and other process, and duly executing
the same, and they shall be bound to obey all the lawful orders of the said justices of the
peace, but they shall not be compelled to watch during the night.

And be it further enacted, that within the meaning and for the purposes of this Act every
person who for the time being shall be in the lawful administration of the government of this
sland, shall be taken to be the Governor thereof.
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Barbadoes.

AN ACT for the Temporary Establishment of a Rural Police for this Island :—
24 April 1835.

Wuersas the Act for the Establishment of a Rural Police has been disallowed by His
Majesty in Council : and whereas it isabsolutel necessary, for the preservation of the public

ace, that a rural police force shall be forthwit appointed ; be it therefore enacted, by his

Preellency Sir Lionel Smith, Knight Commander of the most honourable Military Order of

the Bath, His Majesty’s Captain-general and Governor-in-chief of this Island, Chancellor

Ordinary and Vice-admiral of the same; the Honourable the Members of His Majesty’s Pe?

Council; and the General Assembly of this Island; and by the authority of the same; that

it shall be lawful for his Excellency the Governor to nominate and appoint, immediately

after the passing of this Act, the several sergeants, keepers of houses of correction and

lice officers for the respective districts hereinafter mentioned ; that is to say, one sergeant

and one keeper of the house of correction for each district, and that for the parish of St.

Michael and town of Bridge Town, which shall form one of such districts (A), there shall be

appointed eight privates to serve on horseback and eight privates to serve on foot; for the

parishes of Christ Church and St. George, which shall form district (B), 12 privates to serve

on horseback and 12 privates to serve on foot; for the parishes of St. Philp and St. John,

which shall form district (C), 12 privates to serve on horseback and 12 privates to serve on
foot; for the parishes of St. James and St. Thomas, which shall form district (D), eight pri-

yates to serve on horseback and eight privates to serve on foot; for the parishes of St. Peter

and St. Lucy, which shall form district (E), 12 privates to serve on horseback and 12 privates

to serve on foot; and for the parishes of St. Joseph and St. Andrew, which shall form dis-
trict (F), eight privates to serve on foot and eight privates to serve on horseback : and when

and so soon as they are respectively appointed to such situations, they shall hold and exercise
their respective offices under such rules and regulations as shall be settled by the Council and

Assembly, and approved of by the Governor or Commander-in-chief for the time being.

2. And be it further enacted, that when any vacancies shall occur in any situation as
aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the several special justices of the peace in their respective
districts to appoint fit and competent persons to fill the same ; provided that no such appoint-
ment shall be valid until the same shall have been confirmed by the Governor or Commander-
in-chief for the time being.

3. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the several special justices in their
respective districts to suspend the said several sergeants, keepers of houses of correction
and policemen for misconduct or inefficiency, or wilful disobedience of the said rules and
regulations; and that it shall be lawful for the Governor or Commander-in-chief for the .
time being to confirm or disallow sueh suspension, and, in case it shall seem fit, to dismiss
the person so suspended by the special justice as aforesaid.

4, And be it further enacted, that the several sergeants, keepers of houses of correction
and police officers, appointed by virtue of this Act, shall be always on duty in such place
in the respective districts to which they belong, as they have heretofore resided at, or which
may be for that purpose provided for them, subject to the lawful commands of the several
special justices in their respective districts, and to such rules and regulations as are herein-
before directed to be made concerning the same ; and the treasurer of the Island is hereby
authorized to hire such places for the purposes aforesaid ; and the said sergeants and police-
men shall act as conservators of the peace for their respective districts, and they shall have,
exercise and enjoy all the powers, authorities and immunities which are incident to the
office of a constable or police officer, under any Act of this Island or any Act of the Im-
perial Parliament in force in this Island, which are by the general law vested in constables.

5. And be it further enacted, that each of the sergeants hereby appointed shall be required
to keep a good horse, and shall receive a salary at the rate of 1302 current money of this
Island per annum, and each of the said policemen serving on horseback shall receive a
salary at the rate of 80 2, like current money per annum, and each policeman serving on foot
shall receive a salary at the rate of 501. like current money per annum; and the keepers of
the prisons hereby appointed shall receive a salary at the rate of 100/. like current money
per annum, which said several salaries shall be paid by the treasurer of the Island, in equal
monthlyPayments, on the certificates of the several special justices of the peace, that the
same are due.

6. And be it further enacted, that all apprenticed labourers committed to the house of
correction hereinbefore mentioned, shall be subject to such rules and regulations as shall
be framed by the said several special justices respecting their classification, maintenance
and discipline, and to such punishments for disobedience of the said rules and regulations
as apprenticed labourers are subject to under the Act for the abolition of slavery in this
island: provided that no such rules and regulations shall be valid until they have been ap-
proved of by the Governor and Commander-in-chief for the time being.

7. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall continue in force for the period of six
months from and after the passing of the same, and no longer.
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BRITISH GUIANA, 1834.
 

AN ORDINANCE to establish and constitute Inferior Courts of Criminal Justice in
British Guiana.

Wuerzas by an order of His Majesty in Council, bearing date the 20th June 1831, Hig
Majesty has been graciously pleased to authorize the establishing of inferior courts of
criminal justice within the colony of British Guiana, having jurisdiction to a certain extent
as therein defined:

And whereas for the more ready correction and punishment of offenders, and for the due
maintenance of thepublic peace and tranquillity, it is expedient to establish, constitute and
erect within the said colony such inferior courts :

1. Be it therefore enacted, by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor of the colony of
British Guiana, with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy thereof, that in addition
to the fiscals of this colony, there shall be appointed by his Excellency the Governor, act-
ing in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, such other number of justices of the
peace within the said colony, as shall be requisite for upholding the laws, and for the prompt
administration ofjustice; provided however, that the said justices of the peace shall be a
pointed in the proportion of not less than three to each parish; the district of Berbice being
considered for the purposes of this Act, equal to four parishes.

2. And be it further enacted, that each of the said justices of the peace, before he shall
enter upon the duties of his office, shall appear before the Governor of the colony, and -
take and subscribe an oath to be administered to him by the Governor in the following
terms:

« J, A. B. do swear that I will to the best of my knowledge and ability, faithfully exe-
cute and perform the duties of the office of a justice of the peace, in and for the colony of
British Guiana, without fear, favour or partiality. So help me God.”

3. And be further enacted, that every such justice of the peace shall take cognizance of
any complaint which may be submitted to him against any person for such breaches of the
law as may now or hereafter be defined to come within the limits of the authority ofany
such justice of the peace; every such justice of the peace being hereby empowered in every
case where he considers it expedient to refer any such complaint to the next sessions of an
inferior criminal court, and in the mean time to commit the accused party to prison, unless
sufficient bail be given for the appearance of such accused party at the next session of such
court.

given for appearance before sessions.
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4. And be it further enacted, that once in every month, or oftener if it shall be deemed
necessary by any one of the fiscals, or by the senior justice of the peace of the parish, shall
be convened a court of not less than three of such justices of the peace, which shall sit at
any convenient place within the parish as shall be named by such fiscal or senior justice,
and shall hear and determine all cases of breaches of the peace, petty thefts, and other
offences committed within the respective jurisdiction of the supreme courts of criminal jus-
tice of the colony, and at every sessions of such inferior criminal court, the senior or any
other justice ofthe peace as may be agreed among themselves shall preside, and such court
shall have power to inflict a punishment not other than or exceeding imprisonment, with or
without hard labour, for a term not exceeding three months, or fine not exceeding 201., or
whipping not exceeding 39 stripes, this particular punishment being limited to males only;
or any two or more of such kinds of punishment together within the limits aforesaid: pro-
vided, however, that if at any time before trial it shall appear to said court that the case
before it is of such a nature as ought to be tried before a supreme court of criminal justice,
such inferior court is authorized to commit the accused party to safe custody, or to admit
him to bail, and to report the case to the fiscal for prosecution before either of the supreme
courts of criminal justice of the colony having jurisdiction in such case.

5. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the chiefjustice, or first or second
puisne judge, but for no other judge or justice of this colony, to discharge any person ina
summary way from imprisonment before trial, or to admit him to bail, on proof being made
to the satisfaction of such chiefjustice or puisne judge that such person ought in due course
of law to be discharged or admitted to bail.

6. And be it further enacted, that in the event of any one of the fiscals being in any countr
parish at the time of the sessions of the inferior court of criminal justice thereof being held,
such fiscal shall, if he see fit, preside at such sessions, anything herein contained to the con-
trary hereof notwithstanding: provided, however, that no person of free condition shall be
tried before any inferior court of criminal justice, unless one of the fiscals and four justices
of the peace at least shall form such court, and at every sessions of an inferior court of cri-
minal justice held in George Town or New Amsterdam, a fiscal shall preside, except pre-
vented by illness or unavoidable absence, in either of which cases the senior or any other
justice of the peace in each town shall take his place. And

7. An



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 343

be it further enacted, that every justice of the peace shall take down in writing Everyjusticetotakea.Ant examinations of allpersone a record of which, as well as of all other parti- dows, tnwriting, potes

ars of the cases which may be brought before him, he shall keep in the form hereunto jeep a record thereof,

annexed which record shall be laid before the inferior court of criminal justice of the andofparticularsof

parish in which he may reside at each of its sessions, and a record book shall be kept in ©

like manner by every inferior court of criminal justice of each parish in the colony, a copy Every inferior court to

of which record of such inferior court, together with copies of the records of the respective keepa record of pros

ystices of the peace acting alone, shall quarterly be laid before the Governor and Court of
olicy.

And be it further enacted, that whenever any slave shall commit any of the offences here- Every justiceof the |
inafter pointed out and defined, it shall be lawful for the owner or person having charge orpeace may take cogni-
control of such slave, or for any other person having cause of complaint against any such jnittedby slaves.
slave, for or on account of any such offence, to apply to any one of the justices ofthe peace, ; .
setting forth in writing the nature of the offence, and when the same was committed or sup- Complaint to be in

sed to have been committed; and every such justice of thePeace is hereby authorized *"™"S-
and empowered to take cognizance of every such complaint; and in case the slave against
whom such complaint is preferred shall, in the judgment of such justice of the peace, be
deemedguilty oFthe offence wherewith he or she stands charged, and shall not be considered
by such justice to merit or deserve any other greater or severer unishment than is hereby
permitted and allowed to be adjudged by any single justice of the peace, the said justice of
the peace shall be and he is hereby authorized to order and award such punishment to be
inflicted upon such slave as may be commensurate with the offence, such punishment not to Power of single justice
exceed 15 stripes with a cat-o’-nine-tails (this particularpunishment being limited to males ofthe peace restricted
only), or imprisonment, solitary or otherwise, in the colonial gaol, house of correction,orother Pot
place of confinement previously approved by a duly licensed medical practitioner, with or
without hard labour, on the tread-mill or otherwise, or hard labour or otherwise in or out of
place of confinement during the day, as the case may require, for aperiod not exceeding 14 Confinementfor 14
successive days, the offending slave in every case of confinement to supplied with a suf- yes
ficient quantity of farinaceous food once at least in every 12 hours, and with a proper allow-
ance of water; and that no doubt may exist as to the nature of the offences of slaves
punishable by this Act, be it, and it is hereby further declared, that the said last-mentioned
offences are as follows: that is to say, neglect of work or duty, whether from obstinacy,
determination on idleness, combination not to perform a reasonable portion of labour, and to
yield obedience to proper orders at all times, or to comply with orders given in cases of
emergency specified by law; creating a disturbance or riot; violence of language or gesture
tothose in authority over them; violence to any person by language, ill-usage or actual
assault; indecency of conduct; insubordination; resistance to the infliction of any punish-
ment awarded; aiding or assisting to prevent the same being carried into effect; refusing to
obey an order to carry or aid incarrying the same into effect; inducing or persuading, or
offering resistance to authority ; refusal to obey orders; killing, cutting, chopping or ill-
treating animals ; neglect of person or depravity of habit ;inflicting a wound or causing an
artificial sore; wilful neglect of sores ; practising or pretending to obeah ; injury to property;
wilfully injuring growing crops or produce, whether in process of manufacture or manufae-
tured; wilful injury to machinery or property in or about the buildings; wilful injury to
punts, boats or craft of other description; tradesmen, boilers, boatmen and others charged
with particular trusts, wilfully neglecting and injuring their immediate charge; wilful injury
to property generally, whether of sluices, dams, bridges, provisions, provision grounds and
other matters, which can legally be considered property; or endangering property by fire;
wantonly trespassing on premises; or entering upon lands or other buildings without per-
mission from the owner or occupier thereof ; selling or bartering their allowance of clothing
and provisions without permission of owner or person in authority over them; ill usage and
carelessness of their clothing, provisions and tools, or improperly making away with either;
theft, whether aceompanied by a fraction or otherwise, principals as well as accessories;
running away, whether accompanied by any act of insubordination herein defined or theft;
living by plunder or as bush negroes; or attempting to leave the colony, or enticing or per-
suading others to do so; absenting themselves from the estate or premises after eight o’clock
at night without permission; harbouring runaways; intoxication, gambling in, or out of
houses; holding meetings or dances without lawful permission, or being present thereat
without permission; galloping of horses through the streets; riding or driving furiously;
and for not keeping on the proper side of the road; crowding on public roads, streets,
bridges or stellings, to the obstruction of passengers or the annoyance of theneighbours ;
committing nuisance; carrying fire-arms without a pass from the owner or person in autho-
rity over them, or being accompanied by such person carrying weapons or bludgeons on the
roads, streets or elsewhere, cutlasses for agricultural purposes excepted during the day, and
weapons for the use of watchmen by day and night; firing guns, crackers or squibs, or
wantonly occasioning alarms; trafficking in sugar, rum, molasses, coffee, cocoa orplantains,
without a pass from some person in authority over them; refusing to work for hire, accord-
ing to the Act regulating the conduct of registered cart drivers and porters.

9. And be it further enacted, that if any person shall compel, or shall by any means hire No person to hire aor induce any slave to perform or engage in any labour on any of the six working days of theslave on @ meek day,
week, without the sanction or authority of the owner, manager or other person having the owner,‘oethonty from
care, charge or superintendence of such slave, such person so offending shall, on conviction
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thereof before an inferior court in respect of every such slave, incura fine of not less than
20s., nor more than 10/.

10. And be it further enacted, that in all cases of which any justice of the peace, or in-
ferior court of criminal justice, is hereby, or shall hereafter be required or authorized totake
cognizance, it shall and may be lawful for such justice or inferior court, and he or it ig
hereby authorized and empowered to administer an oath or oaths, affirmation or affirmations
to any person or persons to whom it shall and may be right and proper to administer such
oath or oaths, affirmation .. affirmations.

11. And be it further enacted, that for the purposes of this Act it shall be lawful forany
justice of the peace of this colony to take cognizance of any offence committed in any other
parish than that in which he may reside, and to form one of any inferior court of crimina}
Justice holding its sessions in any parish of the colony, and that to all and every warrant or
summons issued by any justice of the peace due obedience throughout the colony shall be
paid.

12. And be it further enacted, that no justice of the peace who shall be the owner or
manager of any slave shall be authorized by himself, or in conjunction with any other Justice
orjustices of the peace, to adjudge, by conviction or otherwise, any such slave to punishment
under or by virtue of this Act; and that every justice of the peace who shall be convicted of
knowingly committing any such offence, shall be liable and subject to the like penalties and
Punishments hereinafter provided and declared against any person punishing a slave by
whipping.

13, And be it further enacted, that ifany person who shall by any inferior court of criminal
justice be adjudged under and by virtue of this Act to pay any fine, penalty or sum of
money, such person shall, if the fine be not forthwithpaid, e committed, if in Demerara or |
Essequibo, to the common gaol in George Town, or if in Berbice, to the common gaol in
New Amsterdam, for any term not exceeding two calendar months, unless payment be sooner |
made.

14. And be it further enacted, that when any person shall be convicted by an inferior
court of criminal justice of any offence punishable under this Act for which imprisonment
may be awarded, it shall be lawful for such inferior court to adjudge the offender to be
imprisoned, or to be imprisoned and kept to hard labour, in the common gaol or house of
correction, or other place of corfinement, previously approved by a duly licensed medical
practitioner; and also to direct that the offender shall be kept in solitary confinement for the
whole or.any portion or portions of such imprisonment, or of such imprisonment with hard
labour, as to the court shall seem meet.

15. And be it further enacted, that every justice of the peace shall appoint and swear in
such persons in the parish in which he resides as he shall think fit to act as constables
generally, or for any special purpose, which constables shall obey and execute all warrants
and orders of the inferior courts of criminal justice, and of all and every the justices of the
peace; and that to all such constables being so appointed due obedience shall be paid in
the execution of their offices, and that every justice of the e in either George Town or
New Amsterdam to whom a complaint shall be made, shall, if he think fit, refer the same to
the fiscal or other sitting magistrate.

16. And for the more effectual apprehension and discovery of all offenders punishable
under this Act, be it enacted, that any person found committing any offence punishable by
virtue of this Act may be immediately apprehended, without a warrant, by any peace officer,
or by the owner of the property on or with respect to which the offence shall be committed,,
or by his servant, or any person authorized by him, and forthwith taken before some neigh-
bouring justice of the peace to be dealt with according to law; and if any credible witness
shall prove upon oath before a justice of the peace a reasonable cause to suspect that any
person has in his possession, or on his premises, any property whatsoever on or with respect
to which any such offence shall have been committed, the justice may grant a warrant to
search for such property; and any person to whom any property shall be offered to be sold,
pawned ordelivered, if he shall have reasonable cause to suspect that any such offence has
een committed on or with respect to such property, is hereby authorized, and if in his

power, is required to apprehend, and forthwith to carry before a justice of the peace, the
party offering the same, together with such property, to be dealt with according to law.

17. And be it further enacted, that from and after the publication of this ordinance, an
-ordinance entitled “ An Ordinance to define Offences committed by Slaves, and to establish
a summary Jurisdiction for the Punishment thereof,” passed by this court on the Ist March
1832, shall be and the same is hereby repealed; the powers hitherto held by the deputy-
fiscals in Demerara and Essequibo, and by the civil magistrates in Berbice, not particularly
specified in this ordinance, and not being repugnant to the tenor hereof, being hereby trans-
ferred to the justices of the peace; and in all ordinances of this court, or Acts or ordinances,
or resolutions of the former courts of policy, or civilgovernment of the respective late
colonies, now districts of Demerara and Essequibo, and of Berbice, wherein the deputy
fiscals or civil magistrates are mentioned, the same shall be hereafter taken and held to apply
to the justices of the peace: provided, however, that all offences heretofore committed
against the said last-mentioned ordinances, and not already punished, shall be punishable
under and by virtue of this Act. And

18. AD
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18, And be it further enacted, that on and from the 1st day of March 1834 the punish-

ment of slaves by whipping, except upon conviction before a justice of the peace, or an

inferior court of criminal justice, or by sentence of either of the supreme courts of criminal

‘ustice of this colony, shall be, throughout the colony of British Guiana, unlawful and

illegal; and every owner, manager, or other person, who, having the care and chargeof

any slave, shall inflict, or directly or indirectly cause to be inflicted, upon any slave a punish-

ment by whipping, shall, upon conviction thereof before an inferior court, be liable to pay

a fine not exceeding 201., with or without imprisonment, not exceeding three months: pro-

vided, however, that this shall not be construed to prevent the correction or punishment

ofchildren of both sexes under the age of 10 years, in the same manner and to the same

extent as children at school.

19. And be it further enacted, that all fines and pecuniary penalties incurred and levied

under this Act sball be paid into the colonial chest of the colony.

20. And be it further enacted, that the summanses, warrants, convictions, commitments,

pail-bonds, recognizances of witnesses to be used and oaths to be administered by the said

justices, when acting singly, shall be in the forms annexed.

And that no ignorance shall be pretended of this our ordinance, these presents shall be

printed and published in the customary manner.

Thus done and enacted at our Extraordinary Assembly, held at the Court House, George

Town, Demerara, this 22d day of January 1834, and published the 23d, following.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

—No. 14. —

British Guiana, 8 February 1834.

AN ORDINANCE for the Classification and Registration of Slaves hereafter to become

and be Apprenticed Labourers.

 

Orpinance enacted by his Excellency Major-general Sir James Carmichael Smyth,

Baronet, Companion of the most honourable the Military Order of the Bath, Knight

Commander of the Royal Order of Hanover, Knight of the Austrian Imperial Order of

Maria Theresa, Knight of the Russian Imperial Order of St. Waldimir, Lieutenant-

governor and Commander-in-chiefin and over the Colony of British Guiana, Vice-admiral

and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c. &e., by and with the advice and consent of the

Honourable Court of Policy of the said Colony.

Unto all to whom these presents shall or may come greeting, be it known:

Wueneas, by the fourth section of an Act ofthe Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and

Ireland, made and passed in the third and fourth years of His Majesty’s reign, intituled,

“ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the

Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to

the Services of such Slaves,” after reciting that whereas it was expedient that all such

apprenticed labourers should, for the purposes thereinafter mentioned, be divided into three
distinct classes, the first of such classes consisting of pradial apprenticed labourers attached

to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of slavery were usually employed in

agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands belonging

to their owners; the second of such classes, consisting of predial apprenticed labourers not

attached to the soil, and comprising all persons who in their state of slavery were usually

employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of colonial produce, or otherwise, upon lands

not belonging to their owners; and the third of such classes consisting of non-predial ap-

prenticed labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers not included withmm either of

the two preceding classes; it was therefore enacted that such division as aforesaid of the

apprenticed labourers into such classes as aforesaid, should be carried into effect in such

manner and form, and subject to such rules and regulations as should for that purpose be
established under such authority and in and by such Acts ofAssembly, ordinances, or orders

inCouncil as thereinafter mentioned: provided always, that no person of the age of twelve
years and upwards should by or by virtue of any such Act of Assembly, ordinance, or order in

Council, be included in either of the said two classes of preedialapprenticed labourers, unless
such person should for twelve calendar months at the least next efore the passing of that

present Act have been habitually employed in agriculture or in the :nanufacture of colonial

produce: and whereas, by the 16th section of the said Act of Parliament, after reciting that
whereas it was necessary that various rules and regulations should be framed and established
for ascertaining, with reference to each apprenticed labourer within the said colonies respect-

ively, whether he or she belonged to the class of attached predial apprenticed labourers, or

to the class of unattached apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-predial apprenticed

labourers, it was enacted and declared that nothing in that Act contained extended, or should

be construed to extend, to prevent the enactment by the respective Governors, Councils and
Assemblies, or by such other local legislatures asaboresaid, or by His Majesty, with the ad-
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Council, as might be requisite for making and establishing such several rules and regulationsas aforesaid, or any of them, or for carrying the same, or any of them, into full and completeeffect: and whereas it is essential to the interests of all concerned in this colony, that therules and regulations for the purposes hereinbefore recited should be framed and establishedwith as little delay as possible:

Sect. 1. Be it therefore enacted, by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor of the colony
of British Guiana, with the advice and consent of the Court of Polic thereof, that, on or
before the 1st day of May of this present year 1834, every person who shall beresident
within this colony, and who, on the 20th day of March next, shall be in possession of an
slave or slaves within the same, whether as proprietor, attorney or trustee, or in whateverother name or title he may hold the same, not herein described, shall respectively make and
deliver into the office of the registrar of slaves of the respective districts of Demerara and
Essequibo, and of Berbice, to which such slave or slaves may belong, such schedule or
schedules, in writing, as are hereinafter mentioned; that is to say, every person in possession
of any slave or slaves as aforesaid, shall so make and return a schedule in writing, indupli-
cate, of every slave in his or her possession on the said 20th day of March next, therein
specifying, in the first place, his or her own name and description, and the name and
description of such other person or persons, being the owner or owners of such slave or
slaves, on whose behalf the schedule is made, together with the name of the plantation (if
any) to which such slave or slaves is or are attached, and the right or character in which
the party making such schedule holds possession of and claims title to such slave orslaves,
namely, whether as proprietor, attorney or trustee, or otherwise; and after such descriptions
as aforesaid, shall proceed to name, describe and enumerate distinctly the several Ne ,
Mulatto and other slaves belonging to the said owner or owners, in manner following; that
is to say, the schedule shall be divided into nine columns, of convenient breadth, respectively
entitled at the heads thereof, sex, name, colour, age, bodily marks, condition, country, .
employment and class; and in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the sex of each
slave; in the second the name of each slave, by which he or she has been usually called or
known ; in the third column shall be inserted the colour of each slave, including, under the
term coloured, all those who are not black; in the fourth column shall be inserted theage
of each slave; in the fifth column shall be inserted a specification of allparticularly con
spicuous bodily marks, by which each slave may be known and identified; in the sixth
column shall be inserted the condition of the slave, whether invalided, superannuated or
able; in the seventh column shall be inserted whether the slave is an African or Creole; in
the eighth column the habitual occupation or employment of each slave, for 12 calendar
months at the least next before the 28th day of August 1833; and in the ninth column the
class to which the person making the schedule conceives the slave, when in a state of
apprenticeship, will belong; that is to say, whether to the first, second or third class, as
above stated, using the letters P. A. for predial attached apprenticed labourers, P. U. for
predial unattached apprenticed labourers, and N. P. for non-predial apprenticed labourers,

2. And for the better ascertaining of the proper forms of such schedules of slaves as are
herebyrequired to be made, and that every person may strictly adhere thereto, a form of
such schedule is to this Act annexed, to which all persons are required to conform.

3. And be it further enacted, that for the purpose of making the schedules by this ordi-
nance required, every person shall and may, during office hours, have free access to and
examination of the records of the registration of slaves in the slave registrars’ offices of this
colony respectively, every person paying the sum of one guilder for such access and exami-
nation; and each of the said registrars of slaves in this colony is hereby further directed and
required, upon application for the same, to give copies in writing, certified by himself, of
every schedule that may be desired, the person desiring the same paying for each copy so
required the sum of 10 stivers, if the number of slaves therein contained does not exceed
five, and if exceeding five, the further sum of one guilder 10 stivers for any number from
six to 20 inclusive; and for every slave exceeding 20, the sum of one stiver.

4. And be it further enacted, that every person making any and every such schedule shall,
at the time of delivering the same to the registrar of'slaves in the appropriate district, take
the following oath, which the said registrar is hereby empowered and required to administer ;
that is to say,

“ You do swear that the schedule now by you given in contains a true and exact account,
description and classification, according to the several particulars therein specified of all the
slaves, on the 20th day of March 1834, attached or belonging to the plantation, called

in or on that date, belonging to you, or in your possession [if an owner],
or on that date belonging to, or in possession of [ame the owner or possessor], within this
district, according to the best of yourjudgment, knowledge, information and belief. So help
you God.”

Provided nevertheless, that in case any owner or possessor of slaves resident in this colony
shall, from sickness or any bodily infirmity, be prevented from attending the registrarof
slaves in the appropriate district, to deliver such schedule of his or her slaves as herein-
before is directed, it shall and may be lawful for any other person, in behalf of such owner
or possessor, to give in such his or her schedule in the form hereinbefore prescribed, such

pe
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rson 80 giving in for another, at the time of delivering such schedule, taking the following BRITISH GUIANA.

sath before the said registrar of slaves in the appropriate district, who is hereby empowere

and required to administer the same:

« You do swear that the person for whom you are now about to give in a schedule of slaves

ia prevented doing so in his or her own proper person from illness or bodily infirmity, and

that the schedule by you now given in was signe by such person in your presence, and that

the same contains a true and exact number, description and classification of all the slaves

within this district, belonging to, or in the possession of the said on the

20th day of March 1834, according to the best of your judgment, knowledge, information and

belief. So help you God.”

5. And be it further enacted, that at the expiration of the period hereinbefore specified for

giving in the schedules required bythis ordinance, the utmost publicity of the nature, object

and intention of the same shall be given to all and every slave throughout this colony, by

the respective fiscals, protectors, assistant-protectors and justices of the peace in and for the

same, in manner and form and agreeably with such instructions as shall be communicated or

made known to them by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor; and that it shall be the

duty of each and every of the said fiscals, protectors, assistant-protectors and justices of the

eace to take down in writing all and every objection which shall or may be made to him by

any slave to his remaining in the class in which he or she shall be put or placed by his or

her owner, or other person having charge of him or her; and on or before the 1st day of

June 1834 to make a true and accurate return of all and every such objection or objections,

and to deliver every such return into the registrar’s office to which it may belong, on or before

the day and year last aforesaid.

g. And be it further enacted, that as soon as the returns of objections by the fiscals, pro-

tectors, assistant-protectors and justices of the peace shall have been made and delivered in

to the offices of the registrars of slaves in and for the respective districts aforesaid, it shall

and may be lawful for the said respective registrars, in the presence of the respective pro-

tectors or assistant-protectors of slaves, to examine and investigate all such returns, and upon

the evidence afforded by such returns, and by the records of his office, either to confirm or

correct any such schedule as he may see fit, ma blank column to beadded for that purpose,

giving in all cases of correction to the parties making such schedule notice of every such

correction ; and if either the party making the schedule, or the protectors or assistant-pro-

tectors of slaves shall be dissatisfied with the correction of such registrars, such party may,

on his or her own behalf, and the protector or assistant-protector may, on the behalf of such

slave, bring the matter before the judges of the supreme courts of this colony, in manner and

form hereinafter stated, for hearing and decision.

7. And be it further enacted, that the judges of the said supreme courts shall make all

necessary rules for bringing before them for hearing and decision, in a summary way, all

such matters, and for regulating the proceedings on the same in the manner which may be

most conducive to method, punctuality and dispatch ; and that every decision of such courts

respectively shall be final and conclusive.

8. And be it further enacted, that when such proceedings as aforesaid shall have taken

place, there shall be affixed in another column, to be added in each schedule for that purpose,

the class to which the court in any disputed case shall decide the apprenticed labourer be-

longs, the said class being designated by the letters P. A. for each predial attached appren-

ticed labourer, P. U. for each predial unattached apprenticed labourer, and N. P. for

each non-predial apprenticed labourer, upon which all schedules, whether the same shall

have been objected to or not, shall be bound up in as many volumes as shall be convenient,

and shall form the registry of apprenticed labourers, in and for the respective districts of

Demerara and Essequibo, and of Berbice, to which they belong; and during the continuance

of the apprenticeship the registry so formed or corrected as aforesaid, shall be deposited

amongst the records of the superior courts of this colony ; and when any question shall arise

respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer belongs, such corrected registry, or a

certified extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive evidence of the fact.

9. And whereas by the said Act of Parliament no person will be entitled to the services of

any apprenticed labourer unless the class to which such apprenticed labourer belongs shall

be previously ascertained and registered ; but such accidental omissions may occur ; be it

therefore further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any party who may have omitted to make

and deliver in a schedule as aforesaid, on or before the Ist day of May 1834, in respect of

one or more slaves whose services as an apprenticed labourer or labourers may be claimed b

such party, to apply to the Governor by petition to make and deliver in a schedule of suc

omitted slave or slaves; and upon such application bemg granted before the 1st day of July

1834, the same rules and regulations applicable to the classification and registering of all

other slaves as apprenticed labourers, shall be strictly observed ; and if any such petition to

the Governor shall be granted on or after the Ist day of July 1834, such last recorded peti-

tion and order thereon shall be brought before the chiefjustice for his decision in a sum-

mary way; and such decision shall be recorded in the registry of apprenticed labourers as

aforesaid ; upon which being done, the-party claiming the services of any one or more appren-

ticed labourer or labourers who shall have been so omitted, shall be entitled thereto, anything

herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
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10. /.nd be it further enacted, that any person neglecting or omitting to make and deliver
in the schedule or the affidavit before mentioned, or to attend when duly summoned, shal]
incur a penalty of not more than 10/., nor less than 20s.

11. And be it further enacted, that all fines and pecuniary penalties incurred under thig
ordinance shall be recovered by parate execution, in the name or at the instance of the colos
nial receiver-general, or assistant colonial receiver-general, and be paid into the colonial chest
of the colony.

And that no ignorance shall be pretended of this our Ordinance, these presents shall be
printed and published in the customary manner.

Thus done and enacted at our Ordinary Assembly held at the Court-House, George Town,
Demerara, this 8th day of February 1834, and published the 11th following.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

By command of the Court,

(signed) Charles Wilday, Secretary.
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British Guiana.

AN ORDINANCE for the Government and Regulation ofApprenticed Labourers.
8 March 1834.

Cap. I.

Wuergas by the 16th section of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and
Ireland, made and passed in the 3d & 4th years of His Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act for
the Abolition of Slavery throughout theBritish Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the
Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of
such Slaves ;” after reciting, that ‘‘ Whereas it was necessary that various rules and regula-
tions should be framed and established for ascertaining, with reference to each apprenticed
labourer within the said Colonies respectively, whether he or she belonged tothe class of
attached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of unattached apprenticed labourers,
or to the class of non-preedial apprenticed labourers, and for determining the manner and
form in-which, and the solemnities with which the voluntary discharge of any apprenticed
labourer from such his or her apprenticeship might be effected, and for prescribing the form
and manner in which, and the solemnities with which the purchase by any such apprenticed
labourer of his or her discharge from such apprenticeship without or in opposition, if
necessary, to the consent of the person or persons entitled to his or her services should be
effected, and how the necessary appraisement of the future value of such services should be
made, and how and to whom the amount of such appraisement should in each case be paid
and applied, and in what manner, and from and by whom, the discharge from any such
apprenticeship should thereupon be given, executed and recorded; and that it was also
necessary for the preservation of peace throughout the said Colonies, that proper regulations
should be framed and established for the maintenance of order and gooddiscipline amongst
the said apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring the punctual discharge of the services due
by them to their respective employers, and for the prevention and punishment of indolence
or the neglect or improper performance of work by any such apprenticed labourer, and for
enforcing the due performance by any such apprenticed labourer of any contract into which
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he or she might voluntarily enter for any hired service during the time in which he or she BRITISH GUIANA.

might not be bound to labour for his or her employer, and for the prevention and punish-

_ ment of insolence and insubordination on the part of any such apprenticed labourers towards

their employers, and for the prevention or punishment ofvagrancy, or of any conduct on

the part of any such apprenticed labourers injuring or tending to the injury of the property

of any such employer, and for the suppression and punishment of any riot or combined

resistance of the laws on the part of any such apprenticed labourers, and for preventing the

escape of any such apprenticed Jabourers during their tern of apprenticeship from the

Colonies to which they might respectively belong :” And after further reciting, that “ Whereas

it would further be necessary, for the protection of such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid,

that various regulations should be framed and established in the said respective Colonies

for securing punctuality and method in the supply to them of such food, clothing, lodging,

medicines, medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allowances as they were

in the said Act before declared entitled to receive, and for regulating the amount and

quality of all such articles in cases where the laws then existing in any such Colony might

not, in the case of slaves, have made any regulation or any adequate regulation for that
purpose; and that it was also necessary that proper rules should be established for the

prevention and punishment of any frauds which might be practised, or of any omissions

or neglects which might occur, respecting the quantity or the quality of the supplies so to

be furnished, or respecting the periods for the delivery of the same:” And after further
reciting, that “ Whereas it was necessary, in those cases in which the food of any such

redial apprenticed labourers as therein aforesaid might either wholly or in part be raised

by themselves by the cultivation of ground to be set apart and allotted for that purpose,

that proper regulations should be made and established as to the extent of such grounds,

and as to the distance at which such grounds might be so allotted from the ordinary place

of abode of such predial apprenticed labourers, and respecting the deductions to be made
from the cultivation of such grounds from the annual time during which such preedial
apprenticed labourers were thereinbefore declared liable to labour:” And after further

reciting, that “ Whereas it might also be necessary, by such regulations as aforesaid, to

secure to the said predial apprenticed labourers the enjoyment for their own benefit of that

portion of their time during which they were not thereby required to labour in the service
of their respective employers, and for securing exactness in the computation of the time
during which such predial apprenticed labourers were thereby required to labour in the

service of such their respective employers; and that it was also necessary that provision
should be made for preventing the imposition of task-work on any such apprenticed
labourer without his or her free consent to undertake the same, but that.it might be
necessary by such regulations, in certain cases, to require and provide for the acquiescence
of the minority of the predial apprenticed labourers attached to any plantation or estate, in
the distribution and appointment amongst the whole body of such labourers of any task-
work which the majority of such body should be willing and desirous collectively to under-
take; and that it was also necessary that regulations should be made respecting any
voluntary contracts into which any apprenticed labourers might enter with their respective
employers, or with any other person, for hired service for any future period, and for limiting
the greatest period of time to which such voluntary contract might extend, and for enforcing
the punctual and effectual performance of such voluntary contracts on the part both of such
apprenticed labourers and of the person or persons engaging for their employment and hire;
and that it was also necessary that regulations should be made for the prevention or punish-
ment of any cruelty, injustice, or other wrong or injury which might be done to or inflicted
upon any such apprenticed labourers by the persons entitled to their services; and that it
was also necessary that proper regulations should be made respecting the manner and form
in which such indentures of apprenticeship as therein aforesaid should be inade on behalf of
such children as therein aforesaid, and respecting the registering and preservation of all
such indentures:” And after further reciting, that “ Whereas it was also necessary that
provision should be made for ensuring promptitude and dispatch, and for preventing all
unnecessary expense in the discharge,by the justices of the peace holding special com-
missions as therein aforesaid, of the jurisdiction and authorities thereby committed to them,
and for enabling such justices to decide in.a summary way such questions as might be
brought before them in that capacity, and for the division ofthe respective Colonies in said
Act mentioned into districts for the purposes of such jurisdiction, and for the frequent and
punctual visitation by such justices ofthe peace of the apprenticed labourers within such
their respective districts; and that it was also necessary that regulations should be made
for indemnifying and protecting such justices of the peace in the upright execution and
discharge of their duties :” And after further reciting, that “ Whereas such regulations as
aforesaid could not without great inconvenience be made, except by the respective Governors,
Councils and Assemblies, or other local Legislatures of the said respective Colonies, orby
HisMajesty with the advice of His Privy Council, in reference to those Colonies to whic
the legislative authority of His Majesty in Council extended ;” it was therefore enacted and
declared, that nothing in that Act contained extended, or should be construed to extend, to
prevent the enactment by the respective Governors, Councils or Assemblies, or by such
other local Legislatures as therein aforesaid, or by His Majesty with the advice of his
Privy Council, of any such Acts of General Assembly, or Ordinances or Orders in Council,
as might be requisite for making and establishing such several rules and regulations as
therein aforesaid, or any of them, or for carrying the same or any of them into full and
complete effect: provided nevertheless, that it should not be lawful for any such Governor,
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Council and Assembly, or for any such local Legislature, or for His Majesty in Council b
any such Acts of Assembly, Ordinances or Orders in Council as therein aforesaid, tomak
or establish any enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order which should be in anywise
repugnant or contradictory to that present Act or any part thereof, but that every such
enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order should be and was thereby declared to
be absolutely null and void and of no effect. And whereas it is necessary that provision
should be made for establishing in the Colony of British Guiana the aforesaid rules and
regulations, and for carrying the same into full and complete effect :-—

1. Be it therefore enacted, by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor of British Guiana
with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy thereof, that the Colony of British
Guiana shall be divided into not less than 14 judicial districts; and that it shall be com.
petent for the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy, to
define, and as occasion may require to alter, the limits of such districts.

2. And whereas by the 14th sec. of the said Act of Parliament it was enacted, that it
should and might be lawful for His Majesty to issue, or to authorize the Governor of an
such Colony as therein aforesaid, in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty to issue,
under the public seal of such Colony, one or more special commission or commissions to
any one or more person or persons, constituting him or them a justice or justices of the
peace for the whole of any such Colony, or for any parish, precinct, quarter or other district
within the same, for the special purpose of giving effect to that present Act, and to any laws
which might in manner thereinafter mentioned be made for giving more complete effect to
the same: Be it therefore further enacted, that such special justices shall be so appointed
inthe proportion of not less than three for each of the districts in this ordinance men-
tioned.

3. And be it further enacted, that before any special justice of the peace shall enter upon
the duties of his office he shall appear before the Governor of this Colony, and in his:
presence take and subscribe an oath, which the said Governor shall administer in the fol-
owing terms ;

“I, A. B., do swear that I will, to the best of my knowledge and ability, faithfully execute
and perform the duties of the office of a special justice of the peace in and for the Colony of
British Guiana, without fear, favour or partiality. So help me God.”

4. And be it further enacted, that in each district shall be set apart a sufficient extent of
land, which, with the buildings to be erected thereon, shall be called the Police Settlement
of the district, and that every such police settlement shall be established in the vicinity of
as large a body as may be of the population of the district; and that, independently of the
police settlement in each district, it shall be lawful for the chairman or sessions of each
district to license in each district places of temporary safe custody, situated at convenient
distances from one another.

5. And be it further enacted, that for the formation of the police settlements the Governor
shall appropriate any waste lands of the Crown which may be situated conveniently for
that purpose; and in districts where such Crown lands cannot be found, shall by exchange,
Or if necessary by purchase, procure the lands wanting for the purpose.

6. And be it further enacted, that until permanent police settlements can be provided and
proper buildings erected, suitable arrangements, by hire or otherwise, shall be made by the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Court of Policy, for providing buildings to be
occupied temporarily as police settlements.

7. And be it further enacted, that at each police settlement shall be erected a house of
correction, and shall be established a penal gang, to be composed of such persons as shall
be condemned to imprisonment with hard labour at such settlement.

8. And be it further enacted, that the members of the police settlement, when not engaged
in actual service as policemen, shall be employed in the erecting or repairing of the buildings
of the settlement to which they belong; and the penal gang of each police settlement shall
assist in such labour, as well as perform such other work or labour connected with the
maintenance of the settlement as may come under the designation of hard labour: and
moreover, the penal gang, when not employed at police settlement, as often as the chairman
of the district may direct, shall, under the superintendence of the sergeant of the police set-
tlement, or in his absence of some other member of the police, be hired out to hard labour, on
the public account, in the service of any person who may be willing to hire such labour.

g. And be it further enacted, that every police settlement shall be placed under the im-
mediate superintendence of the chairman of the district sessions, who shall reside thereat or
in the immediate vicinity thereof.

10. And be it further enacted, that each police settlement shall consist of one sergeant
and not more than 10 privates, all being able-bodied men, between the ages of 20 and 50
years; and that such sergeant and privates of police shall be appointed by the Governor,
and shall be liable to be removed by him for bad conduct or inefficiency; and that every
sergeant and private shall be liable to be suspended from office by the chairman of the
sessions of the district to which he belongs, subject to the Governor’s confirmation or dis-
allowance of such suspension.

11, And
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11. And be it further enacted, that, in addition to thepolice forces stationed at each police

settlement, the district sessions shall appoint and swear in such persons in the district as

they shall think fit, to act as headboroughs or constables within the district.

12, And be it further enacted, that a report of theeffective strength and condition of the

lice force at each settlement, and of the state of the buildings and provision grounds

there, and of the state and conduct of the prisoners confined therein, shall once in every

quarter be made to the Governor and Court of Policy, by the chairman of the district.

13. And be it further enacted, that the Governor and Court ofPolicy shall from time to

time establish rules necessary for the internal discipline of the said police settlements; for

a due separation of prisoners of different sexes; for the classification of prisoners; for their
religious instruction; for the maintenance of cleanliness, order and sobriety amongst

them; and for the prevention and prompt punishment of any neglect or violation of

such rules.

14. And be it further enacted, that the sergeant and privates of each police settlement

shall be provided with a uniform, and with such weapons and accoutrements as may be best

adapted to the service in which they are engaged.

15. And be it further enacted, that the privates in each settlement shall receive pay at

the rate of per diem, and the sergeant shall be paid at the rate of per diem; and

that as vacancies occur, privates shall for good conduct be promoted to be sergeants.

16. And be it further enacted, that before any sergeant or private of any police settle-

ment, or any headborough or constable of an district, shall enter upon the duties of his

office, he shall appear before the chairman of the district sessions in and for which he may

be so appointed, and in his presence shall take and subscribe an oath, which such chairman

is hereby authorized and required to administer, in the following form: “ I, A. B., do swear

that I will, to the best of my knowledge and ability, faithfully execute and perform the

duties of sergeant or private of police, or of headborough or constable, of the

in the Colony of British Guiana, without fear, favour or partiality. So help me God.”

17. And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the sergeant and the privates
of each police settlement, and of the headboroughs or constables of each district, to carry
into execution such orders as they shall receive from any one or more of the special justices

for the prevention or repressing of crimes, and for enforcing obedience to the laws.

Cap. II.

1. AND with regard to the procedure to be observed by the special justices in the
exercise of their jurisdiction, Be it further enacted, that every special justice of the peace
shall reside within the district to which he is appointed, unless when prevented by sickness

or other reasonable cause, to be allowed by the Governor.

2. And be it further enacted, that every such special justice of the peace shall one day
in each week, or oftener if need be, at the place of his residence, hold a session for the

hearing and deciding such cases as may be brought before him, and recourse may be had to
the nearest special justice at any time; and that once in every fortnight, or oftener where

it shall be deemed necessary, shall be convened a court of not less than three of such

special justices of the peace, which shall sit at any convenient place within the district,
that shall be named by the chairman, and shall hear and determine all cases which shall

be brought before it under or by virtue of this ordinance; and that at every session of such
court of special justices, the chairman to be nominated and appointed by the Governor
shall preside, unless prevented by sickness or absence, in either of which cases it shall and
may be lawful for any other special justice of the peace, as may be agreed among themselves,
to take the ehair.

3. And be it further enacted, that every special justice shall be and he is hereby em-
owered and authorized, in respect of apprenticed labourers convicted of offences before
im, to award any one of the Rillowing punishments: 1st, Confinement, with or without

hard labour on the tread-mill or otherwise, for a period not exceeding 14 successive days;
ad, extra labour at the rate of 15 hours per week in the service of his or her employer,
with or without confinement at night, for a period not exceeding 14 days; 34, fifteen stripes
for every male labourer. And in respect of any employer or person acting for him, when
convicted of any violation of the present law, a penalty not exceeding §J. sterling, or in case
of protraction of labour of any apprenticed labourer by force or fraud, a fine of 1s. per

our.

4. And be it further enacted, that at such district sessions the special justices shall a
portion the district into as many sections as may be convenient; and the plantations in
each such section upon which 10 or any greater number of apprenticed labourers are em-
ployed, shall be visited at least once in each fortnight, or oftener if necessary, by one or
more of the special justices of the district, who shall then and there take cognizance of
such cases as may be brought before him or them.

§- And be it further enacted, that if any special justice shall on investigating a case
brought before him, be of opinion that it demands a punishment orpenalty beyond that
which he is hereby empowered or authorized to award, he shall refer such case to thedistrict

279. sessions
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labourer, for trial before such district sessions.

6. And be it further enacted, that every special justice and every district sessions of
speciay justices shall keep a journal of all cases brought before him or them, in which
shall be entered, 1st, the date of complaint; ed, the name of the complainant; 3d, the.
name of the accused; 4th, the substance of the complaint; 5th, the names of thewitnesses
adduced on either side; 6th, the substance of the evidence; 7th, the decision on the case -
8th, whether the decision has been carried into effect; and to every case shall be added
any general remarks which may be thought advisable; and all such journals shall be kept
inone uniform manner to be prescribed for that purpose by the Governor and Court of

olicy.

4. And be it further enacted, that at the end of each quarter every special justice shall
transmit to the district sessions of special justices a duplicate of his journal for the
receding quarter, containing a true account of all the proceedings in which such special

justice has been engaged during the quarter to which it refers; and at the expiration of
one week thereafter, the chairman of each of such district sessions shall transmit to the
Governor and Court of Policy all such duplicate journalsand affidavits of the special
justices of his district, as well as a duplicate journal of the proceedings of such session
courts for the same quarter, with an affidavit annexed to such last-mentioned journal, to
the effect that such last-mentioned journal has been faithfully kept, and that, with the
exception of unintentional errors, such last-mentioned journal contains a true account of
all the proceedings of such district sessions of special justices during the quarter to which
sach last-mentioned journal refers.

8. And be it further enacted, that on receiving any complaint, it shall be the duty of
each special justice to reduce it to writing and cause it to read by or to read it over
to the complainant, by whom it shall tnen be subscribed; and if the complaint shall
appear to such justice immaterial and not to deserve further inquiry, he may at once
dismiss the complaint; but if he shall think inquiry necessary, he shall call upon the
complainant to make oath that the complaint is true.

g. And be it further enacted, that upon taking anycomplaint to the truth of which
such oath shall have been so made, the special justice shall either issue his warrant for
the arrest of the party charged, or shall issue a summons for his attendance, asthecase
may require. The warrant of arrest shall be in the form annexed, marked (A), and the
summons in the form annexed, marked (B): and the warrant of arrest shall be issued in all
cases which impute to the party charged a capital or a transportable offence; in all cases
where there is reason to apprehend that the party charged will endeavour to escape ; and
in all cases where there is reason to apprehend danger to the public peace from delay. In
all other cases the special justice shall proceed in the first instance by summons.

10. And be it further enacted, that in cases in which it may be necessary to adduce
witnesses in support of, or in answer to any such complaint, the special justice shall issue a
summons or summonses in the annexed form marked (C.)

11. And be it further enacted, that at the time and place appointed by any such warrant
or summons for proceeding upon any such complaint, the special justice shall in the
presence of all parties first read over the written complaint, and then take down in writing
the answer of the party charged, and then proceed to examine on oath the party complain-
ing and the witnesses, taking down in writing the deposition of each witness, which shall
be read over to and signed by him or her.

12. And be it further enacted, that the special justice may from time to time adjourn
any such proceeding for further inquiry, and if necessary commit the party charged to cus-

tody pending such adjournment, or take bail for his appearance. Every warrant of such
commitment or-bail-bond shall be in the annexed forms marked (D.) and (E.)

13. And be it further enacted, that at the close of such proceedings the special justice

shall pronounce his decision thereupon, which decision he shall reduce into writing, and

subscribe with his hand; and by any such decision, such justice shall as law and reason

may seem to him to require, either dismiss the complaint, or sanction any compromise

between theparties which he may think just, or convict the part charged, or commit him

to a duly authorized place of confinement, or admit him to bail to take his trial for the
imputed offence.

14. And be it further enacted, that if the complaint shall be dismissed, the special justice

shall in such his written decision state whether it was so dismissed as being unproved, or

as being frivolous and vexatious, or as being malicious.

15. And be it further enacted, that if any such complaint shall be so dismissed asfrivo-

lous and vexatious, the special justice may adjudge the complainant, if a labourer, to work

in the service of his employer for any time not exceeding mm the whole 15 extra hours in

any one week; or if the complainant be the employer, such justice may adjudge such em-

ployer to the payment of a penalty for the use of the labourer, not exceeding 305.

16. And be it further enacted, that if any such complaint shall be so dismissed as mali-

cious, it shall be competent to the district sessions of specialjustices, at the instance of the

party charged, to adjudge the complainant, if an apprenticed labourer, to imprisoumer™
wi
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with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month; or if the employer of any such

Jabourer, to a fine not exceeding 51. for the benefit of the party charged; which judgment

shall be a bar to any suit, action or prosecution against such complainant for calumny,

defamation, or otherwise, in respect of such his complaint.

17. And be it further enacted, that the conviction of the party charged, or of the com-
plainant for preferring a frivolous and vexatious or a malicious complaint, shall be severally
drawn up according to the forms annexed, marked (F.) (G.) (H.); that the commitment of
a party charged to take his trial for an imputed offence shall be drawn up in the form
annexed, mar ed (I.); that the bail-bond or recognizances shall be in the form marked (K.);

and that the warrant for the execution of a conviction shall be in the form annexed,

marked (L.)

18. And be it further enacted; that all summonses, warrants, commitments and other

‘ orders so to be issued by any such special justice as aforesaid, shall be executed by the
lice officers of the district, such justice being nevertheless authorized, as occasion may

require, to address the same to any other person or persons jointly with or instead of such

officers of police, as to him may seem requisite.

1g. And be it further enacted, that any summonses, warrant or order issued by any

such special justice within his own district, may without any further authority be carried

into execution in any part of the Colony, though beyond such district.

20. And be it further enacted, that if any person summoned as a witness by any special
justice or district sessions of special justices, shall not appear in obedience to such summons,

or appearing,shall refuse to be swornorexamined, or to answer any question proposed to

him by such justice or district sessions in relation to the matters depending before him or

them, it shall be lawful for such justice or district sessions to issye a warrant for the arrest

of any such defaulter, or to commit him or her to close custody, there to remain until he

or she shall submit to be so sworn and examined, and to make such answers as aforesaid.

And every such warrant of arrest or commitment shall be in the forms annexed, marked
(M.) and (N.)

21. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the chiefjustice, or first or

secondpuisne judge, but for no other judge or justice of this Colony, to discharge any
erson in @ summary way from such imprisonment, on proof being madeto the satisfaction

of such chief justice or puisne judge, that such commitment was not duly authorized by

and was not in conformity with the true intent and meaning of this Act, or that such person
ought in due course of law to be discharged.

22. And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the

Governor and Court of Policy that the forms of proceeding hereinbefore prescribed are
needlessly burdensome upon the special justices or district sessions of special justices
within the Colony, or that they impede or interfere with the prompt and effective execution
of the law ; the Governor and Court of Policy shall be entitled to suspend any part of the
preceding rules relating to such procedure, or to adapt the same to the circumstances of the
case, 80 as more effectually to promote the punctual, orderly and effective execution of the
law; and for that purpose to frame and publish rules and ordinances, which shall be
transmitted for His Majesty’s confirmation, and which, until disallowed, shall be in full

orce.

23. And for the protection of persons acting in the execution of this Act, Be it further
enacted, that all actions to be commenced against any person for anything done in pur-
suance of this Act, shall be commenced within six calendar months after the fact com-
mitted, and not otherwise ; and notice in writing of such action, and of the cause thereof,
shall be given to the defendant one calendar month at least before the commencement of
the action. And in any such action the defendant may plead the general issue, or as it is
termed in Dutch law, a contrary conclusion, and give this Act and the special matter in
evidence at any trial to be had thereupon. And no plaintiff shall recover in any such action
if tender of sufficient amends shall have been made before such action brought, or ifa
sufficient sum of money shall have been paid into court after such action brought, by or on
behalf of the defendant; and if a sentence shall pass for the defendant, or the plaintiff
shall become nonsuit, or discontinue any such action after issue joined, the defendant shall
recover treble costs, and have the like remedy for the same as any defendant hath by law
in other cases; and though a sentence shall be given for the plaintiff in any such action,
such plaintiff shall not have costs against the defendant, unless the court before which the
trial shall be, shall certify its approbation of the action.

Cap. III.

AND for securing protection to all apprenticed labourers in this Colony, and for securing
punctuality and method in the supply to them of such food, clothing, lodging, medicines,
medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allowances as they are by said Act of

apapiament declared entitled to receive; and for regulating the amount and quality of all
uch articles :—
1. Be it further enacted, that every employer and manager of apprenticed labourers within

this Colony shall and he is hereby required to provide for the food and maintenance of
. . the
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the apprenticed labourers under his or her management, according to the several rules and
regulations hereinafter in that behalf prescribed; that is to say,

ist. Every such employer or manager of slaves shall within the first week of January in
each and every year, deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the district sessions of special jus-

tices, or to the chairman of such sessions of the district in which such apprenticed labourers
are resident, a written declaration in the form prescribed in the Schedule annexed, marked (0.),

specifying whether it is the intention of such employer or manager, during the year next

ensuing, to maintain his apprenticed labourers by the cultivation of ground to be co them

appropriated for that purpose, or by an allowance of provisions.

ad. The declaration so made shall be recorded at the police settlement of each district in
the Colony respectively.

gd. Such declaration shall be revocable at the pleasure of the employer or manager for

the time being of such apprenticed labourers, at the expiration of one calendar month next
after the date of a written notice of such intention tu such district sessions, or to the chair-

man thereof, delivered by such employer or manager.

4th. Every employer or manager of apprenticed labourers within this Colony shall during

the period to which such declarations shall apply, be bound to maintain his apprenticed
labourers in the manner thereby proposed, unless the district sessions of special justices of

any such district in which the apprenticed labourers are resident shall by a written licence
authorize such employer or manager within that period to change the mode of maintaining
such his apprenticed labourers.

5th. Every employer or manager who shall by such declaration as aforesaid propose to

maintain his apprenticed labourer by an allowance of provisions, shall be and is hereby

bound and required to supply such provisions to the amount and of the kinds specified in
Schedule hereunto annexed, marked (P.)

6th. The Governor may from time to time by proclamation, to be by him for that purpose

issued, authorize the substitution for the provisions aforesaid, of any other provisions equi-.

valent to and equally nutritious with the same.
yth. Such provisions as aforesaid shall in no case be delivered on Sunday, but shall

always be delivered on the corresponding working day in each successive week, unless such
delivery shall be delayed by accident or other unavoidable cause.

8th. Any employer or manager of apprenticed labourers who may be unable or unwilling

to procure such provisions as are hereinbefore mentioned, may, with the authority in writing

of the district sessions of special justices, or chairman of such sessions in and for the dis-

trict in which such apprenticed labourers are resident, substitute for the same any other

kind of provisions, provided that such substituted provisions shall in the judgment of such
district sessions or chairman thereof be equivalent to and equally nutritious with those
hereinbefore directed and prescribed.

oth. All provisions so to be supplied to the apprenticed labourers in this Colony shall be

sound and fit for consumption, and of good average merchantable quality.

10th. Every employer or manager of apprenticed labourers who shall by such declaration

as aforesaid propose to maintain the apprenticed labourers under his management by the ap-

propriation of ground to be by them cultivated for that purpose, shall be and is hereby bound

and required to set apart for every apprenticed labourer so to be maintained a sufficiency of

land properly adapted for the growth of provisions, and not more than two miles distant

from the place of residence of such apprenticed labourers; the land, both as to extent and

quality, to be subject to the approbation of the district sessions of special justices.

11th, Every such employer or manager shall be and he is hereby bound and required to

supply every apprenticed labourer for whom any such ground shall be so appropriated,with

such seeds and with such implements of husbandry as may be necessary for the cultivation

a such ground, on the first entering of such apprenticed labourer on the occupation

thereof.
12th. It shall not be lawful for any person whomsoever to dispossess any apprenticed

labourer of any land so assigned to and cultivated by him or her, until such apprenticed

labourer shall have had full time and opportunity for reaping and gathering in all crops by

him or her planted and growing upon such ground.
13th. The crops when growing upon any such ground, and when severed therefrom, shall

and are hereby declared to be the sole and absolute property of the apprenticed labourer

for and in respect of whom such ground shall have been appropriated and set apart.

14th. Every apprenticed labourer for or in respect of whom any ground shall be so

appropriated and set apart, shall be allowed one working day in every week, for 40 succes-

sive weeks in each year, such weeks to commence from the first whole week inclusive in the

month of January of each year, and each of such working days shall be understood to con-

sist of 24 hours, commencing at the hour of six in the morning and terminating at the hour

of six of the next morning: provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall pre-

vent any apprenticed labourer from contracting, under the approbation of a special justice of

the peace, with his or her employer to have such days at such other times as may be
agreed on by the parties.

2. And be it further enacted, that if any employer or manager of apprenticed labourers

within this Colony shall neglect or omit, within the time herebyfor that purpose limited, to

sign and deliver in manner hereinbefore mentioned such written declaration es aforesaid, he

or she shall incur a penalty of 22. for such omission or neglect, in respect of the first week

in which the same shall occur, with additional penalties of 4% in the second week, 6l. i
e
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the third week, and so on in arithmetical progression, in respect of each additional week

during which such neglect shall be continued. And if any employer or manager of appren-

ticed fabourers within the said Colony shall not supply to such apprenticed labourers provi-

sions of such amount and quality, and at such times, as he is hereinbefore required to sup-

ly the same, every such employer or manager shall incur and become liable to a penalty

equal to twice the value of the provisions which ought so to have been supplied; which last

mentioned penalties shall accrue to and be for the benefit of the apprenticed labourers in-
jured by any.such omission or neglect. And if any such employer or manager of appren-

ticed labourers shail not set apart for every apprenticed labourer who is maintained by the

cultivation of ground, such land, of such quality and quantity, and so situate, as hereinbefore

is required, or shall neglect or omit to supply any such apprenticed labourer with such seeds

and implements of husbandry as aforesaid, or shall dispossess any such apprenticed labourer

of any land so assigned and cultivated until such apprenticed labourer shall have had full time

and opportunity for reaping and athering in all crops by him or her planted and growing upon

such ground, every person 80 0 ending shall incur and become liable to a penalty equal to
twice the amount of the loss sustainedby every such apprenticed labourer by every such act,

omission or neglect; whichpenalt shall ¢o and be a plied to and for the use and benefit of

the apprenticed labourer so injured. Andif any such employer or manager of apprenticed

labourers shall withhold or refuse to allow to any apprenticed labourer for or in respect of

whom any ground shall be so appropriated, such days as aforesaid in each year for the culti-

vation thereof, or shall on any such day compel or require any such apprenticed labourer to
perform any work or labour, except in the cultivation of such provision grounds, every per-
gon so offending shall for each and every such offence incura distinct and separate penalty
of 10s., which shall go and be applied to and for the benefit of the apprenticed labourer in-

jured thereby ; the number of such penalties being equal to the number of apprenticed
labourers affected by such offence, multiplied by the number of days on which such offences

may have been repeated.

3. And be it further enacted anddeclared, that it is and shall be the duty of every em-
ployer or manager of apprenticed labourers within this Colony, once, that is to say, either in
the month of January or in the month of June in each year, and he or she is hereby required,
to deliver to every such apprenticed labourer for his or her use, either in the month of
January or in the month of June in each and every year, the articles of clothing enumerated
and specified in the Schedule, marked (Q.), hereunto annexed.
Provided always, that with the authority in writing of the district sessions of special jus-

tices, or chairman of such sessions, of the district in which any apprenticed labourers are
resident, the employer or manager of any such apprenticed labourers may and he is hereby
authorized to substitute for the artieles enumerated and specified in last mentioned Schedule,
any other articles of clothing or household furniture which shall in the judgment of such dis-
trict sessions, or of the chairman thereof, be equivalent to the articles so enumerated and
specified; and all the articles so to be supplied as last aforesaid shall be of good average
merchantable quality.

4. And be it further enacted, that if any employer or manager of apprenticed labourers in
this Colony shall wilfully neglect or omit, within the time or times hereinbefore for that pur-
pose limited, to supply and deliver to and for the use of apprenticed labourers under his or her
management such articles of clothing and household furniture as are hereinbefore men-
tioned, the person so offending shall incur and become liable to a fine equal to twice
the value of the article or articles so withholden, which penalty shall go and be applied to
and for the use and benefit of the apprenticed labourer injured by such neglect.

5. And be it further enacted, that every employer or manager of apprenticed labourers in
this Colony shall be and is hereby required to supply each and every apprenticed labourer
under his or her management with a wooden or iron bedstead, or with boards so arranged
as to enable every such apprenticed labourer to sleep during the night at an elevation of
one foot at the least above the ground; and every employer or manager who shall neglect
or omit so to supply any such apprenticed labourer with such bedstead or such means of
sleeping above the ground as aforesaid, shall for every such neglect or omission incur
and become liable to a fine of 5s. in respect of each and every apprenticed labourer; which
fine shall be again incurred from week to week as long as such neglect or omission shall
continue,

6. And be it further enacted, that every person in this Colony having under his or her
management 40 apprenticed labourers or upwards, shall and is hereby required to engage a
medical practitioner to visit such apprenticed labourers once at least in every week; and it
shall be the duty of such medical practitioner, and he is hereby authorized and required to
keep a journal, and to enter the name of each apprenticed labourer then labouring under
sickness or disease, distinguishing such apprenticed labourers as are thereby disqualified for
labour and such as are disqualified for the ordinary amount of labour, and prescribing such
medicines or articles of diet as may in his judgment be necessary for the restoration of the
patient ;and such journal shall be placed under the care of the employer or manager ofsuch
apprenticed labourers, which employer or manager shall be and he is hereby required to sup-
ply such apprenticed labourers with such meficines or nourishment, and to allow such ap-
prenticed labourers such relaxations of Jabour, as may by such medical practitioner be so
recommended and prescribed; and in reference to every apprenticed labourer for whom any
such nourishment may be provided, the rules hereinbefore contained respecting the food of

278. apprenticed
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apprenticed labourers shall be and is hereby suspended during the period they shall receive
such nourishment; and every such employer or manager shall be and is hereby required to
exhibit the journal so kept to any special justice of peace, whenever such justice shall visit
the estate or settlement and shall require such journal to be so exhibited; and shall and ig
hereby required, in obedience to any requisition to him for that purpose made in writing b
any district sessions, or by the chairman of any district sessions, to produce at such district
sessions such journal; and in all cases where any apprenticed labourer shall be attacked
by any: acute or dangerous disease, the employer or manager of such apprenticed labourer
shall and he is hereby required to employ at his own costs and charges a medical prac-
titioner for the medical treatment and care, of such apprenticed labourer, and shall suppl
such medicines and nourishment, and allow such relaxations of labour to such apprenticed
labourer, as may by such medical practitioner be recommended and prescribed.

7. And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer who, on account of illness,
sores or any other disease, the medical practitioner shall deem it necessary to restrict to the
hospital or any apartment thereof, for the purpose of cure, shall be bound, and if necessary
may be compelled, to submit to such restriction and subject to such hospital arrangements
or regulations as may be sanctioned by the district sessions of special justices of the district
in which every such apprenticed labourer shall be resident.

8. And be it further enacted, that if any such employer or manager of apprenmviced

labourers as aforesaid in this Colony, or if any such medical practitioner as aforesaid, shall
refuse, neglect or omit to do or perform any matter or thing which such employer, manager
or medical practitioner is hereby required to do and perform in and about the engagement
of such practitioner, or in or about the keeping such journal as aforesaid, or in or about
the medical treatment or temporary relaxation of labour of any apprenticed labourer, or in
or about the production, when thereunto required, of any such journal as aforesaid, the per-

son so offending shall for and in respect of every such offence incur and become liable to a
fine of not less than 22 or more than 20.

Cap. IV.

Anp for ensuring the punctual discharge of the services due by apprenticed labourers to
their respective employers; and for the prevention and punishment of indolence, or the neg-
lect or improper performance of work by any such apprenticed labourer; and for enforcing
the due performance by any such apprenticed labourer of any contract into which he or she
may voluntarily enter, for any hired service during the time in which he or she may not be
bound to labour for his or her employer ; and for the prevention and punishment of inso-
lence and insubordination on the part of any of such apprenticed labourers towards their
employers; and for the prevention and punishment of vagrancy, or of any conduct on the
part of any such apprenticed labourers inj uring or tending to the injury of the property of
any such employer; and for the suppression and punishment of any riot or combined resist-
ance of the laws, on the part of any such apprenticed labourers :—

1. Be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every predial apprenticed
labourer, whether attached or unattached, shall be bound and obliged to work and labour

for 7 4 hours in each and every day of the year (Sundays and holidays hitherto allowed to
the labouring population excepted), in the service or for the benefit of his or her employer;
and that every non-predial apprenticed labourer shall be bound and obliged to work and
labour 10 hours in each and every day of the year (Sundays and holidays hitherto allowed
to the labouring population excepted), in the service and for the benefit of his or her em-

ployer: provided nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed
to extend to apprenticed labourers employed in domestic services, or as boatmen or navige-
tors of any sloop, schooner or other vessel ; im the protection of property ; or in tending of

cattle.

2. And be it further enacted, that a day’s labour of a predial apprenticed labourer, whe-
ther attached or unattached, shall be and is hereby declared to be such a portion of spe-

cified work as can be performed by each predial apprenticed labourer, by assiduous and

steady industry, during the space of seven hoursand a half; and that a day’s labour of a

non-predial apprenticed labourer shall be and the same is hereby declared to be such a

portion of specified work as can be performed by each non-preedial apprenticed labourer, by

assiduous and steady industry, during the epace of nine hours.

3. And be it further enacted, that for every hour in which any apprenticed labourer shall

absent himself or herself from his or her employer’s service without reasonable cause, he or

she shall be compelled to serve two other hours, provided that such extra hours shall not

exceed 15 in the whole in any one week.

4. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer absenting himself orherself

without reasonable cause, for more than seven and a half hours in any one week, shall be

adjudged a deserter; that any apprenticed labourer absenting himself or herself without
reasonable cause for two days during one week, shall be adjudged a vagabond; and that

any apprenticed labourer absenting himself or herself without reasonable cause for six suc-

cessive days, shall be adjudged a runaway.

5. And be it further enacted, that the reasonableness of the cause of absence of an
apprenticed
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apprenticed labourer shall in each and every case be determined by one or more of the spe-
cial justices of the peace, or the district sessions of special justices, according to the juris-

diction possessed by one or more of said justices or said district sessions.

6. And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer adjudged a deserter shall be
confined to hard labour for any time not exceeding one week; that every apprenticed

labourer adjudged a vagabond shall be confined to hard labour for any time not exceedin

two weeks, and to any number of stripes not exceeding 15; and that every apprentice

laboureradjudged a runaway, shall be confined to hard labour for any time not exceeding

one month, and to any number of stripes not exceeding go.

7, And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer convicted of performing his

or her work indolently, carelessly or negligently, shall for the first offence be adjudged to

Jabour in his or her employer’s service for any time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in
any one week; for the second offence, to confinement with hard labour for any time not

exceeding one week ; and for the third or any subsequent offence, to confinement with hard
labour for any time not exceeding one fortnight, with whipping not exceeding’ 20 stripes.

8, And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer who, by the careless use of
fire, shall endanger the property of his or her employer or of any other person, or who shall

wantonly injure the property of his or her employer entrusted to. his or her care, or who

shall ill use the cattle or other live stock of his or her employer, or who shall by gross negli-
gence expose his orher employer’sproperty to any damage or injury, shall for such offence
be adjud ed, in the discretion of the specialjustice or district sessions ofspecial justices, either
to extra labour in his or her employer’s service for any time not exceeding 15 hours in the
whole in any one week, or to confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding one
month, or to any number of stripes not exceeding 30 lashes, or to any two or more of such

unishments: provided, that this enactment shall not exempt any such labourer from his
or her liability to such actions or prosecutions as other persons of free condition may be
subject and liable to in respect of any such acts by him or her done or committed, although
no such labourer shall be liable to be so sued or prosecuted both under this ordinance and

under such general law as aforesaid.

g. And be it further enacted, that whenever any apprenticed labourer shall by any dis-
trict sessions of special justices be adjudged to perform extra labour in his or her employer’s
service for any time exceeding 15 hours, then it shall and may be lawful for such district
sessions to adjudge that such extra labour shall be performed in successive weeks not
exceeding 15 hours in any one week, until the number of hours of extra labour which such
apprenticed labourer may have been adjudged to perform shall have been completed, and
also to adjudge such extra labour, if necessary, to be‘performed after the expiration of his or
her apprenticeship; and if such labour shall be adjudged to be performed after the expira-
tion if the apprenticeship, then it shall be lawful to adjudge such 15 hours per week to be
performed in addition to the number of seven and a half hours per day, to be reckoned a

part of the number of hours adjudged to be performed, until the whole shall in like manner
ave been completed.

10. And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer who shall contumaciously
disobey the lawful commands of his or her employer shall be liable to any one or more of
the punishments last aforesaid.

11, And be it further enacted, that any three or more apprenticed labourers who shall
agree together to make any resistance to the lawful commands of their employer, shall be
deemed guilty of an unlawful conspiracy, and shall be adjudged to confinement with hard
labour for any period not exceeding six months, with whipping not exceeding 3g stripes;
and.that any three or more labourers who shall be engaged in a combined and open resist-
ance to the lawful commands of their employer, shall on conviction be adjudged to the
punishments last aforesaid, or any one of them.

12, And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall be in a state of
drunkenness, or who shall be found fighting, or who shall conduct himself or herself in an
insolent and insubordinate manner towards his or her employer or any person in the im-
mediate superintendence of his or her labour, shall for every such offence be lable on con-
viction to imprisonment with hard labour, for any time not exceeding one week, or to whip-
ping not exceeding 15 stripes.

13. And be it further enacted, that no female shall be subject to be punished by whipping
for any offence by her committed, but that in all cases aforesaid in which that punishment
18 authorized it shall be understood as applying to the case of males only; and that all
the offences in respect of which such punishment by whipping may be inflicted on any
such male offender, shall, when committed by females, be punished by confinement in the
stocks; and that the stocks to be employed for punishment of females shall all be accord-
ing to one general model, to be sanctioned by the Governor; and that no female for any
offence by her committed shall be so confined in the stocks for more than ten hours in the
whole for any one day of 24 hours: provided nevertheless, that it shall and may be lawful
to repeat such confinement eachand every day for six days consecutively and no more,
care being taken that 14 clear hours at the least shall expire between the periods of such
distinct confinements in the stocks; and that moreover it shall and may be lawful to detain
‘in custody every female during the intervals of her punishment in the stocks as aforesaid.
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14. And be it further enacted, that when any apprenticed labourer shall be convicted o£
any offence punishable under this Act, for which confinement may be awarded, it shall be
lawful to adjudge the offender to be confined, or to be confined and kept to hard labour, in
the common gaol or house of correction, or other place of confinement previously approved
by a district sessions of special justices; and also that the offender be adjudged to be kept

in solitary confinement for the whole or any portion or portions of such confinement, or of
such confinement with hard labour, as to the special justice or district sessions of special

justices shall seem meet; and that in all cases in which it can or may be done, it shall be
lawful to adjudge the labour to be in the service or forthe benefit of the employer of the

offending apprenticed labourer.

15. And be it further enacted, that all the offences aforesaid shall be inquired of by the
justices of the peace having special commissions, and not by any other justices of the peace;
and that every such special justice of the peace, or district sessions composed of such
special justices of the peace, may, if it shall seem meet, refer any case for trial to either of
the supreme courts of criminal justice of the Colony, before which such case may or can be
legally referred.

Cap. V.

Anp to secure to the said predial apprenticed labourers the enjoyment for their
own benefit of that portion of their time during which they are not required by the
said Act of Parliament to labour in the service of their respective employers ; and for secur-
ing exactness in the computation of the time during which the said predial apprenticed
labourers are thereby required to labour in the service of such their respective employers;
and for preventing the imposition of task-work on any such apprenticed labourer, without
his or her free consent to undertake the same; and for requiring and providing for the ac-
quiescence,in certain cases, of the minority of the predial apprenticedJabourers attached to.
any plantation or estate, in the distribution and apportionment amongst the whole body of
such labourers of any task-work which the majority of such body shall be willing and
desirous collectively to undertake; and for regulating any voluntary contracts into which
any apprenticed labourers may enter with their respective employers or with any other person
for hired service for any future period, and for limiting the greatest period of time to which
such voluntary contract may extend, and for enforcing the punctual and effectual perform-
ance of such voluntary contracts on the part both of such apprenticed labourers and of the
person or persons engaging for their employment and hire; and for the prevention and punish-
ment of any cruelty, injustice, or other wrong or injury which may be done to or inflicted
upon any such apprenticed labourers by the persons entitled to their services :—

1. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the employer of any predial
apprenticed labourer shall by force or fraud protract the weekly services of such labourer
beyond the period allowed by law for that purpose, he shall forfeit for the benefit of such
labourer the sum of 1s., in respect of every hour which such service shall by such means
be protracted.

g.-And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of every such employer to intimate to
the labourers in his employment the commencement and close of the legal hours of labour,
for which purpose a signal shall be given in such manner as shall, in reference to each
plantation, have been previously approved by a special justice of the district; which signal
shall always be of such a nature as to be distinctly visible or audible to the several predial
apprenticed labourers in the service of any such person.

3. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall be bound to undertake
any task-work, except with his own free assent to the same, save in such cases in which the
majority of any body of prdial apprenticed labourers attached to any plantation or estate

shall be willing and desirous collectively to undertake any task-work; then and in eve

such case the minority of such body of apprenticed labourers so attached, shall be boun
and obliged by the acquiescence of such majority. And in all cases where the employer
and such majority of the body of apprenticed labourers’ cannot agree between themselves

respecting the quantity of specified work which the whole body or any part thereof shall

perform, it shall be lawful to either party to appeal to the district sessions of special justices
to determine what shall be a fair portion of specified work, with reference to a day’s work
of 7} hours; and the decision of such district sessions being registered, shall be binding

for the period of six months on both parties:

4. And be it further enacted, that every contract between the employer and the predial
apprenticed labourer, for the performance of any specific work as a task and in lieu of the
prescribed daily labour, or for the performance of any labour in extra hours, shall by such
employer be reduced into writing, and entered into a book to be kept for that purpose on
the plantation; which book it shall be the duty of the chairman or senior special justice

of the district to inspect, as often as he shall in manner aforesaid repair to the several plan-

tations within his district.

5. And be it further enacted, that no contract between the employer and thepreedil

apprenticed labourer for the performance of any such specific or task-work, or for the per-
formance of any labour in extra hours, shall endure or continue in force, or be binding Ae

e
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the parties entering into the same, or either of them, after the expiration of 14 days from
the making thereof, unless the same shall have been made and entered into by such parties

jn the presence and with the approbation of a special justice of the peace, or unless, having

been entered into in his absence, the same shall be confirmed and approved by him before

the expiration of such 14 days ; and every such approbation of any such contract shall, by

guch special justice be attested under his hand in the book so to be kept as aforesaid.

6. And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the special justice of the peace,

before approving any such contract, to ascertain that the terms thereof are distinctly under-

stood by the apprenticed labourers entering into the same; and that such labourers have

entered into such contract freely and voluntarily, and that the same is not unreasonable or

unjust.

7. And be it further enacted, that in every such contract for task-work or for extra service,
extending beyond the period of one fortnight, the nature and amount of the extra labour to

be performed, and the amount of the consideration to be given for the same, and the time

and manner of paying such consideration, shall be distinctly expressed.

g. And be it further enacted, that no contract for such extra service as aforesaid shall

continue in force for more than one year from the day of the date thereof.

g. And be it further enacted, that upon proof being made to the satisfaction of the dis-

trict sessions of special justices of the non-payment of the consideration stipulated for in any

such contract as aforesaid, whether for task-work or for extra service, it shall be competent

to such district sessions to award execution against such employer for the amount of such con-

sideration, and if the same shall not be paid within one week next after such award, to levy

on the property of the employer; which award and levy shall be respectively in the forms
annexed, marked (R.)and (S.); and in default of sufficient property being found, then it shall
and may be lawful for such district sessions to issue a warrant of apprehension and commit-

ment as in other cases of debt; and such warrant of apprehension and commitment shall be

in the form marked (T.)

10. And be it further enacted, that such execution and levy as aforesaid shall be executed
by the sergeant of the police of the district, who shall thereunder seize and sell so much of

the property of the employer as may be necessary for the payment of such debt, delivering
over the surplus, if any, to such employer; and every apprehension, when necessary as
aforesaid, shall be carried into effect by such sergeant of police.

11. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer violating the terms of such
contract as aforesaid, for task-work or for extra services, shall be liable to the same pains and

penalties as arebefore provided in respect of the violation by any such labourer of the duties
to be by him performed in the discharge of the services owing by him by law to such his
employer.

12. And be it further enacted, that every married woman, notwithstanding her coverture,

and every child of the age of 12 years and upwards, notwithstanding infancy, shall be com-
petent to enter into such contracts as aforesaid for task-work or for extra services.

13. And be it further enacted, that if any employer of any apprenticed labourer shall whip,

beat, imprison, confine in the stocks, or otherwise maltreat any such apprenticed labourer,
or shall by wey of punishment commit any assault upon his person, such employer shall
incur a penalty,to be imposed by the district sessions of special jcur a pe justices, not exceeding 20.,

with imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month, in default of the payment of such
ne.

14, And be it further enacted, that in any such case as last aforesaid, it shall be compe-
tent to such district sessions to award the whole or any part of such penalty to the appren-
ticed labourer injured, as and for damages for such assault; and it shall also be competent
to such district sessions, if it shall seem meet, to abstain from imposing such penalty, and
to commit the offender to take his trial for such offence before either of the supreme courts
of the Colony having jurisdiction in the premises. If any such employer shall be convicted
before any such supreme court of any cruelty towards his apprenticed labourer, or if any
such employershall be twice convicted, if the case be of an aggravated nature, of inflicting
any corporal punishment, or of making any assault upon the person of any such labourer,
then the labourer may be discharged from his apprenticeship by sentence of such supreme
court, in addition to any other punishment awarded against such employer.

Cap. VI.

ANp for the preservation of peace throughout the Colony, and the maintenance of order
and good discipline amongst the said apprenticed labourers, and for preventing the escape
of any such apprenticed labourers during their term of apprenticeship, from the Colony :—

1. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any three or more apprenticed
labourers shall unite together in any riotous assemblage, any special justice of the peace, or
officer of police, headborough or constable, who shall be present at the same, shall cause a
flag or some other conspicuous signal to be exhibited as a warning to all persons there pre-
sent to separate and disperse quietly ; and that all and every suchapprenticed labourers,

a.whoat the expiration of 10 minutes from the exhibition or signal sh continue present at
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any such riotous assemblage, shall be taken into custody, and shall on conviction be liable
to imprisonment for six weeks, with or without hard labour, and whipping not exceeding
39 stripes, or to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding 12 months. ~

2. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall reside beyond the boun-
dary of the plantation or establishment in which he or she is or may be employed, unless
either with the consent of his or her employer, or by the authority in writing of a special
justice of the district in which such plantation or establishment shall be situated; and any
apprenticed labourer residing off the plantation or establishment without such consent or
authority as aforesaid, shall for the first offeace be adjudged to one night’s solitary confine-
ment; and for a repetition of the offence shall be. adjudged a deserter, and punished
accordingly.

3. And be it further enacted, that every apprenticed labourer found beyond the limits of
the district to which he or she belongs, or in which he or she may be employed, except in
his or her way to or from some place of public worship on Sundays, and not having with
him or her a written pass for that purpose from his or her employer, or from a special justice
of such district, shall be liable to be apprehended and detained ; and shall, on proof and con-
viction that he or she shall have left te or her district without a pass, be adjudged a vaga-
bond, and punished accordingly: provided, however, that it shall be competent to every
apprenticed labourer, of his or her own free will, and without a pass, to attend during his or
own time any market of the district in which he or she may reside.

4. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer who shall for seven days or
upwards absent himself or herself from his or her employer’s service without reasonable
cause, to be determined by the district sessions of special justices of the district to which
he or she may belong, shall be adjudged a runaway, and shall be sentenced to imprisonment
with or without hard labour not exceeding three months, or if a male, to whipping not ex-
ceeding 39 stripes.

5. And be it further enacted, that if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of any
special justice that any apprenticed labourers have without lawful authority established
themselves in any part of the Colony as a distinct community, habitually abandoning and
neglecting to perform the duties imposed upon them by law, such justice of the peace shall
report the same to the district sessions of special justices; and such district sessions, upon
sufficient proof being adduced, shall cause any such community to be dislodged, and if
necessary shall also cause their habitations to be taken down and destroyed.

6. And be it further enacted, that if any labourer shall be convicted of having been a
member of any such community, he or she shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour
for any term not exceeding six months ; and if a male, to whipping by any number of stripes
not exceeding 39.

7. And be it further enacted, that all officers and privates of thecolonial militia, when
called upon, shall be aiding and carrying into effect any directions which may be issued by
any district sessions of special justices as aforesaid, for dislodging any such community as
aforesaid.

8. And whereas, by the 13th section of the said Act of Parliament, it was enacted, that
if any child who on the ist day of August 1834 had not completed his or her sixth year, or
if any child to which any female apprenticed labourer might give birth on or after the 1st
day of August 1834, should be brought before any justice of the peace holding any such
special commission as thereinafter mentioned; and if it should be made to appear to the
satisfaction of such justice that any such child was unprovided with an adequate mainte-
nance, and that such child had not completed his or her age of 12 years, it should be lawful
for such justice, and he was thereby required, on behaif of any such child, to execute aa
indenture of apprenticeship, thereby binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the
person or persons entitled to the services of the mother of such child, or who had been last
entitled to the services of such mother; but in case it should be made to appear to any such-
justice that such person or persons aforesaid was or were unable or unfit to enter into any
such indenture, and properly to perform the conditions thereof, then it should be lawful for
such justice, and he was thereby required, by such indenture, to bind any such child to any
other person or persons to be by him for that purpose approved, and who might be willing
and able properly to perform such conditions; andit should by every such indenture of
apprenticeship be declared whether such child should thenceforward belong to the class of
attached predial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of unattached predial ap renticed

labourers, or to the class of non-preedial apprenticed labourers; and the term of such appren-

ticeship of any such child should by such indenture be limited and made to continue in

force until such child should have completed his or her 21st year, and no longer; and every

child so apprenticed as aforesaid, by the order cf any such justice of the peace as aforesaid,

should during his or her apprenticeship be subject to all such and the same-rules and regu-
lations respecting the work or labour to be by them done or performed, and respecting the
food and other supplies to be to him or her furnished, as any other such apprenticed
labourers as aforesaid: provided always, that the said indenture of apprenticeship should
contain sufficient words of obligation upon the employer to allow reasonable time and oppor-
tunity for the education and religious instruction of such child: Be it therefore enacted.
and declared by this ordinance, that it is unnecessary to make further or other provisions,

rules
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rules or regulations touching or concerning the matters and things set forth and contained

in the said 13th section of the said Act of Parliament herein recited.

g. And be it further enacted, that if any labourer shall without lawful authority enter into
ossession of any land belonging toHisMajesty, or to any other person, it shall be lawful

or any district sessions of special justices to dispossess such labourer of such land, and
from any buildings thereon erected, and to cause the same with all crops growing thereupon

to be delivered up to the owner of such land ; or in case such owner shall not, within one
month after such seizure, appear and prefer his claimto such land, then such crops, cattle

and other goods seized shall be sold by order of such district sessions, and the proceedsof
such sales shall be paid over to the colonial receiver-general or assistant colonial

receiver-general of this Colony.

10. And be it further enacted, that anydistrict sessions of special justices may further
adjudge any apprenticed labourer unlawfully taking possession of such land to imprisonment
with hard labour for any time not exceeding three months, if it shall be made to appear by

sufficient proof that such possession was taken fraudulently and without knowledge that
the party had no lawful claim to such possession.

11. And be it further enacted, that no apprenticed labourer shall quit the Colony without

a passport from the Governor, which passport shall not be granted except with the written

consent of the employer.

12. And be it further enacted, that any labourer quitting the Colony without such
passport shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any term not exceeding six
months.

13. And be it ‘further enacted, that all vessels, boats and craft not required to be Fegis-
tered under the Navigation Act, owned at, or employed in intercourse with, either of the
orts of entry and clearance in this Colony, shall be registered at the offices of the respective

Fecals in George Town or New Amsterdam, according to the district of the Colony to which
any such vessel, boat or craft respectively belongs; and every such registration shall contain
the description of the vessel, boat or craft, the name of the owner, the person in command
thereof, and the place at which the same is usually moored or fastened: a copy of which
registration shall be furnished gratis to the owner at the time of registry, and must accom-
pany the vessel, boat or craft, and always be produced by the person in charge of such
vessel, boat or craft, whenever he should be required to exhibit the same by any justice of
the peace or constable. And all vessels, boats and craft required to be registered by this
ordinance, and not so registered and accompanied byacertificate of registration, shall be
hable to seizure and confiscation, together with all and every article on board of any such
vessel, boat and craft: and further, every vessel, boat or craft which shall be registered in
conformity with this ordinance, shall have the number of the registry painted on the bow,
stern, or some other conspicuous place, otherwise such vessel, boat or craft shall be liable to
seizure and confiscation.

14. And be it further enacted, that any apprenticed labourer engaging in any occupation
on the sea or on any navigable stream, as a fisherman or mariner, without the consent of his
employer, shall in every such case be liable to imprisonment with hard labour not exceed-
ing three months, or to such minor punishment as may be commensurate with the offence ;
and that the person in charge of any vessel, boat or craft where any such fisherman or
mariner is employed, without such consent as aforesaid, shall, if an apprenticed labourer, be
lable to imprisonment with hard Jabour, not exceeding three months, nor less than one month:
Provided, however, that if it shall appear on investigation that the owner or agent of such
vessel, boat or craft, is the offending party, such person in charge of any such vessel, boat
or craft, shall not be liable to such punishment, unless he be the owner or agent himself;
but such owner or agent shall incur a fine of not less than 102. nor more than 20/. sterling,
and shall be subject to imprisonment not exceeding three months, unless such fine be paid.
And further, any person in charge of any vessel, boat or craft, who shall receive on board
of any such vessel, boat or craft any apprenticed labourer, for the purpose of removing such
apprenticed labourer from his district or from his employer’s service, without the consent of
such employer, or written permission from some person in authority over such apprenticed
labourer, shall be subject to imprisonment with hard labour; or if such person in charge of
such vessel, boat or craft be not an apprenticed labourer, he shall incur a penalty of not
less than 10/. nor more than 20/., and shall moreover be subject to imprisonment not
exceeding three months, unless such fine be paid: Provided however, that if it shall appear
upon investigation that the owner or agent of such vessel, boat or craft, is the offending
party, such person in charge of such vessel, boat or craft, shall not be liable to such punish-
ment or fine as aforesaid, unless such person be the owner or agent himself; but such
owner or agent shall incur a penalty of not less than 10 /. nor more than 20/. sterling, and
shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding three months, unless such fine be paid: pro-
vided also, that it shall be lawful for the person in charge of any registered vessel, boat or
craft to receive on board any apprenticed labourer, for the purpose of conveying such appren-
ticed labourer from one side of either of the rivers of Demerara or Berbice to the other side
of such rivers respectively, on any Sunday of theyear. .

15. And be it further enacted, that every person removing, assisting or attempting to

489

Apprenticed labourers
unlawfully takingpos
session of land, to
dislodged.

Punishment for unlaw-
fully taking possession
of land.

Apprenticed labourer
not to quit Colony with-
out passport.

Penalty for attempting
to quit Colony.

Colony vessels, boats
and crafts to be regis-
tered.

Apprenticed labourer
engaging in any occu-
pation on sea without
consent of owner, to be
punished.

Penalty for removing ot

prenticed labourer from
pene any apprenticed labourer from the Colony in any boat or vessel, without a passport assisting to remove ap-

8. romtheColony,



490

BRITISH GUIANA.
 

Appendix (B.)
 

Colonial Laws.
No. 15.
 

All persons may dis-
charge apprenticed
labourers from service,
with the concurrence of
all interested therein.

If apprenticed labourer
is discharged gratu-
itously, bond must be
given for his mainte-
nance, if he be above
the age of 50 years.

Bond not necessary in
case of discharge by
will. ‘Testator’s estate
liable,

With the concurrence
of a special justice, ap-
prenticed labourers may
centract with their em-
ployers for the purchase
of their discharge.

362 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE ABOLITION OF

from the Governor, shall be liable toa penalty of 100. or to imprisonment for any time
not exceeding one month; and that if such apprenticed labourer shall be actually removed
from the Colony by any such assistance, every person convicted thereof shall forfeit and
pay to the employer the full value of the services of such apprenticed labourer, over and
above the penalty of 100/., or imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month ag
aforesaid.

Cap. VII.

Anp with respect to the determining the manner and form in which, and the solemnities
with which, the voluntary discharge of any apprenticed labourer from such his or her
apprenticeship may be effected; and for prescribing the form and manner in which, and
the solemnities with which, the purchase by any such apprenticed labourer of his or her dis-
charge from such apprenticeship without, or in opposition, if necessary, to the consent of
the person or persons entitled to his or her services, shall be effected; and how the neces-
sary appraisement of the future value of such services shall be made, and how and to whom
the amount of such appraisement shall in each case be paid and applied; and in what
manner and form, and by whom, the discharge from any such apprenticeship shall there-
upon be given, executed and recorded :—

1. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that subject to the regulations herein-
after made, any person being the employer of any apprenticed labourer in this Colony may,
by his or her last will, or by deed under his or her hand and seal, at his or her pleasure,
discharge and set free any such apprenticed labourer, so far as relates to the interest of
every such testator or grantor in and to the services of such apprenticed labourer; and
that every such discharge shall, as far as relates to the interest of the testator or grantor,
as the case may be, but no further or otherwise, be valid and effectual in the law for the
perpetual discharge and enfranchisement of any such apprenticed labourer: provided never-.
theless, that no person havinga partial or temporary interest in the services of any appren-
ticed labourer may, to the extent of such interest, effect his or her discharge gratuitously,
unless all other persons having a partial, future or reversionary interest in such services
shall consent or be parties to such discharge, or unless such partial, future or rever-
sionary interests shall be purchased in the manner hereinafter provided.

2. And in order to prevent the fraudulent discharge from apprenticeship of apprenticed
labourers incompetent from age or disease to earn their own living, it is further ordered, that
in case any deed or instrument of such discharge shall be executed gratuitously, and with-
out any valuable consideration passing to the employer or other person effecting the same,
the apprenticed labourer so to be discharged shall, previously to the execution of any such
deed or instrument, appear before a special justice of the peace for the district in which the
apprenticed labourer is resident; and if it shall appear to the said special justice of the
eace that such apprenticed labourer is above the age of 60 years, or is labouring under

any habitual disease or infirmity of mind or body, the employer or person effecting such
discharge shall, under his or her hand and seal, execute and deliver to the said special jus-
tice a bond to His Majesty in the penal sum of 100/., with a condition thereunder written
for the defeasance thereof, if such apprenticed labourer shall be properly fed, clothed and
maintained, until the expiration of the period of his or her original apprenticeship ; and
no such gratuitous discharge shall be valid and effectual in the law until such bond as afore-
said shall be duly executed, registered and deposited, to the satisfaction of the aforesaid

justice of the peace: provided nevertheless, that the chief justice or either of the puisne
judges of this Colony shall be and he is hereby authorized, by an order under his hand, to
dispense with such bond as aforesaid, in any case in which it shall be made to appear to
him that neither the welfare of the apprenticed labourer so to be discharged from
apprenticeship, nor the interest of the Colony at large, requires that such bond should be
so entered into.

3. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that no such bond us aforesaid shall

be required in the case of any discharge from apprenticeship by will; but if at the time of
the death of the testator the apprenticed labourer so discharged shall be above the age of 50

years, or labouring under any such disease or infirmity as aforesaid, the estate of every such

testator shall be liable to and chargeable with the maintenance of such apprenticed labourer
until the expiration of the period of his or her apprenticeship, as fully as if the said testator
had in his or her lifetime executed such bond as aforesaid.

4. And to prevent ignorant apprenticed labourers effecting the purchase of their discharge
from apprenticeship from persons unable to make any valid title to the same, Be it further
enacted, that it is and shall be lawful for any person, being the employer of any appren-

ticed labourer in this Colony, to contract with such apprenticed labourer through the

agency of any special justice of the peace of this Colony, acting for and on behalf of such

apprenticed labourer, but not otherwise, for the discharge from apprenticeship of the said
apprenticed labourer, at a price to be agreed upon between the said employer andspecial
justice of the peace respectively; and in case of any such contract, it shall be the duty of

the said special justice of the peace to obtain from the registry of apprenticed labourers @
certificate of the name or names of the person or persons by whom such apprenticed

labourer was last registered, as entitled to his, her or their services; and it shall also be the

duty of the said special justice of the peace to give notice by advertisement in thepublic

Gazette of this Colony, of such intended discharge from apprenticeship, 14 days at the ee
efo
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before the same iseffected ; and if, from suchcertificate as afuresaid, it shall appear that the

erson oF persons proposing to contract for the discharge from apprenticeship of any such

renticed labourer is or are not the registered employer or employers of such apprenticed

jabourer, or that any future or reversionary interest in the services of any such apprenticed

labourer is vested in any person or persons who Is or are not a party or patties to or consent-

ing to such pro oseddischargefrom apprenticeship, the said special justice of the peace

shall, on behalf of such apprenticed labourer, refuse to proceed with such contract. And it

shall also be the duty of the said special justice of the peace, on behalf of the said appren-

ticed labourer, to satisfy himself thatthe person proposing to effect the said discharge from

apprenticeship has good right and title; and it shall also be the duty of the said special

‘ystice of the peace, without fee or reward, to prepare in every such case the proper deed or

instrument of discharge from apprenticeship, which shall in all cases be executed in the

resence of and attested by the said special justice of the peace, or some proper person to

e especially appointed by him to be suchwitness thereto; and every such deed or instru-

ment being so executed, shall by such special justice of the peace be enrolled in the supreme

court of civil justice in and for the district of this Colony to which he or she belongs,

within one calendar next after the date and execution thereof; and in case any such deed

or instrument shall not be so enrolled by the said special justice of the peace within the
said period of one calendar month, the said special justice of the peace shall incur and be

liable to the payment of a fine not less than 22. nor more than 204.

app

g. And to provide for the discharge from apprenticeship of apprenticed labourers desiring

to obtain the same by purchase, in cases where the employer of such apprenticed labourers
may be unable or unwilling to contract for such dischargefrom apprenticeship; Be it further
enacted, that if the employer of any apprenticed labourer in this Colony, or any person
having any interest in the services of any such apprenticed labourer, shall be unwilling to

effect his or her discharge from apprenticeship, or shall be unable to execute a valid and
effectual discharge from apprenticeship of such apprenticed labourer; or if the employer or

any other person having a charge upon or interest in the services of any such apprenticed
labourer shall be a minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic; or if the employer of any

such apprenticed labourer shall be absent from the district of this Colony to which the
apprenticed labourer belongs, or shall not be known; or if the employer of any such appren-

ticed labourer shall demand, as the price of his or her discharge from apprenticeship, a
greater sum of money than may appear to the said special justice of the peace to be the fair
and just value thereof; then, and in each and every case aforesaid, the chief justice, or either

of the two puisne judges of this Colony, on application to one or either of them for that pur-
pose, made by a special justice of the peace, shall issue a summons under his hand and
seal, requiring the employer or the manager of such apprenticed labourer to appear before
him by themselves or their agents, at some convenient time and place to be in such sum-
mons for that purpose appointed, and notice shall be published by the said special justice
of the peace in the public Gazette of the Colony of the time and place appointed for the pur-

se aforesaid; and in such notice all persons having or claiming to have any title or
interest to or in the services of the apprenticed labourers proposed to be discharged from
apprenticeship, either in their own ri ht, or as the agents, guardians, attorneys, trustees or
representatives of any other person, shall be required to attend and prefer such claims.

6. And be it further enacted, that at the time appointed for any such meeting as afore-
said, the chiefjustice, or either of the two puisne judges of the Colony, in the presence of
the special justice of the peace acting for and on the behalf of the apprenticed labourer, and
also in the presence of the employer or manager of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be
discharged from apprenticeship, or upon proof being made to him upon oath of the due ser-
vice and publication of such notice as aforesaid, then, if necessary, in the absence of such
employer or manager, shall proceed to hear in a summary way what may be alleged by the
said special justice of the peace, and by the employer or manager, or other persons claiming
any interest in the services of the said apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged from
apprenticeship, and attending in pursuance of any such notice: and in case the said patties,
or any of them, shall refuse to effect such discharge from apprenticeship at a price approved

by the said special justice of the peace; or in case it shall be made to appear to the said
chief justice or puisne judge that a valid and effectual discharge from apprenticeship of such
apprenticed labourer cannot legally be effected by private contract; or that the employer of
such apprenticed labourer, or any person having a charge upon or interest in the services of
such apprenticed labourer, is a minor or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic; or that the
real employer of such apprenticed labourer is absent from the Colony, or is unknown, or
cannot be found; or that any action is depending in any court of justice in the Colony,
wherein the right or title to his or her services is in controversy, then and in every such
case the said chiefjustice or puisne judge shall require the special justice of the peace, and
the employer or manager of such apprenticed labourer, if attending in pursuance of such
notice, each to nominate an appraiser of the value of his or her services, and the said chief

judge or puisne judge shall himself nominate an umpire between such appraisers: but if
such employer or manager, being duly summoned as aforesaid, shall fail to attend or attend-
ing, shall refuse or omit to nominate an appraiser, then the caid chiefjustice or puisne judge
shall not only nominate such umpire as aforesaid, but shall also nominate an appraiser on

behalf of such employer or manager.

7. And be it further ordered, that the appraisers so to be nominated as aforesaid shall be

uy sworn, by and before the said chief justice or puisne judge, to make a fair and impar-
. tia
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tial appraisement of the value of the services of the apprenticed labourer so proposed to be
discharged from apprenticeship; and within seven days next after such appointment, such
appraisers shall make a joint valuation of the services of the said apprenticed labourer for
the unexpired period of his or her apprenticeship, and shall certify such their valuation to
the said chief justice or puisne judge under their hands and seals ; and in case such joint
certificate shall not be eo made and delivered to the said chiefjustice or puisne judge within
the said term of seven days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid, -
shall within the next succeeding seven days certify his valuation to the said chief justice or
puisne judge; and the valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint
appraisers, or in their default, by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall
be entered and enrolled among the records of the supreme court of civil justice in and for
the Colony.

8. Provided nevertheless, that if it shall be made to appear to the said chief justice or
puisne judge, within one calendar month next after such valuation shall have been made,
that in the making thereof the said appraisers or umpire, or any of them, acted fraudulently
or unjustly, or under the influence of any improper motive, or under any mistake as to the
nature of their or his duty, or under any misapprehension of any material matter of fact;
then, but not otherwise, it shall be lawful forthe said chiefjustice or puisne judge to set
aside the said valuation and enrolments, and to declare the same to be void, and to direct
another valuation to be made in manner aforesaid; for which purpose new appraisers and
a new umpire shall in manner aforesaid be appointed and sworn, and shall proceed to make
a second valuation, which being certified to the said chief justice or puisne judge in manner
aforesaid, shall be to all intents and purposes binding and conclusive: provided, that such
second, or any subsequent valuation, may in like manner be set aside by any such judge, on
the grounds aforesaid, until a valuation is made not open to any such objection.

g. Provided also, that if the amount of any such valuation shall not be paid in manner
hereinafter mentioned within three calendar months next after the enrolment thereof, such
enrolment shall be cancelled ; and it shall not be lawful for any such apprenticed labourer,
or for the special justice of the peace on his or her behalf, again to institute such proceed-
ings as before mentioned for his or her discharge from apprenticeship, until the expiration
of 12 calendar months, to be computed from the date of such former valuation.

10. Provided also, that if at any time before the enrolment of any such valuation, it shall
be alleged before the said judge by the employer or manager of the apprenticed labourer
proposed to be discharged from apprenticeship, that such apprenticed labourer hath within
five years next preceding the date of the application made to such chief justice or puisne
judge, on his or her behalf, for such discharge fromapprenticeship as aforesaid, been con-
victed in due course of law of any robbery or theft, the said judge shall inquire into the
truth of such allegation; and if it shall be made to appear to him bygood and suflicient
evidence, that such apprenticed labourer hath within the said term of five years been so
convicted of any robbery or theft, the said judge shall and he is hereby required to make an
order for staying such enrolment as aforesaid; and thereupon the same and all other pro-
ceedings for the discharge from apprenticeship of any such apprenticed labourer shall be
stayed until the expiration of the full term of five years from the time of conviction of any
such apprenticed labourer for any such theft or robbery.

11. And be it further enacted, that upon or within three calendar months next after the
enrolment in the supreme court ofjustice of the Colony of any such valuation as aforesaid,
it shall be lawful for the special justice of the peace, out of any monies to be supplied to
him for that purpose by the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged from appren-
ticeship, to pay to the colonial-receiver or assistant colonial-receiver of the respective dis-
tricts of this Colony, the appraised value of such apprenticed labourer, taking a receipt in
writing from such colonial-receiver or assistant colonial-receiver for every such payment; and
the chief justice or puisne judge of such Colony shall, upon application to him for that
purpose made by the said special justice of the peace, make an order for the enrolment in
either of the said supreme courts of civil justice, of such receipt; and the said chiefjustice
or puisne judge shall by such order further proceed to declare and adjudge that the appren-
ticed labourer by or on behalf of whom such money hath been paid, is discharged from
apprenticeship; and such apprenticed labourer shall thereupon be, and be deemed, taken
and reputed to be suijuris to all intents and purposes. ,

12. And be it further enacted, that the. money to arise from the discharge from appren-
ticeship of any apprenticed labourer, by virtue of the proceedings before mentioned, shall
remain ‘in the hands of the colonial-receiver or the assistant colonial-receiver of the respec-
tive districts of this Colony, and shall bear interest at the rate of five pounds per cent. per
annum, and the colonial revenue shall and is hereby declared to be pledged and respon-
sible for the due payment of such principal money and interest; or shall, in the discretion of
the Governor and the Court of Policy, be invested in the purchase, in the names of trus-
tees to be appointed for that purpose, of any public funds or securities of Great Britain and
Ireland; and the money in the hands of the said colonial-receiver or assistant colonial-
receiver, and the interest accruing on such money, or the public funds of Great Britain and
{reland so to be purchased as aforesaid, and the dividends payable thereupon, shall be the
property of the person or persons who was or were the master or masters of such appren-
ticed labourer so discharged from apprenticeship ; and the said colonial-receiver or assistant

colonial-receiver



SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES. 365

colonial-receiver shall hold the said money and interest accruing thereupon on the said
ublic funds and dividends, at thedisposal of the party or parties thereto entitled by the

provisions of the hereinbefore mentioned Act of Parliament.

Cap. VIII.

Anp whereas it is necessary to determine the terms and the manner in which the consent
of any special justice of the peace to every transfer of labourers from one plantation to
another, according to the oth section of the said Act of Parliament, shall be given, attested
and recorded :—

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in every case in which the consent
ofa justice of the peace shall be necessary for the transfer of any labourer or labourers from

one plantation to another, every such transfer shall be given and attested in the form an-
nexed; and shall, one monthafter thedate thereof, be recorded in a book to be kept for
that purpose in each of the respective registrars’ offices of Demerara and Essequibo and Ber-
bice, to which such labourer or labourers may belong.

Cap. IX,

Anp in respect to the manner and form in which the indentures of apprenticeship set
forth and mentioned in the 13th section of the said Act of Parliament, shall be made on the
behalf of such children as are in the said 13th section mentioned; and in respect to the
registering and preservation of all such indentures :—

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all and every indenture of appren-
ticeship, made and entered into in pursuance of the 13th section of the said Act of Parlia-
ment, shall be in the form annexed; and shall be kept and recorded in either ofthe registrars’
offices of Demerara and Essequibo, or of Berbice, to which any such apprenticed child may
belong.

Cap. X.

Anp whereas, by the 10th section of the said Act of Parliament, it was further enacted
and declared, that the might or interest of any employer or employers, to and in the service
of any such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, should pass and be transferable by bargain
and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent, according to such rules and in such
manner as shall for that purpose be provided by any such Acts of Assembly, Ordinances or
Orders in Council as thereinafter mentioned; provided, that no such apprenticed labourer
should by virtue of any such bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent,
be subject or liable to be separated from his or her wife or husband, parent or child or from
any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her :-—

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the right or interest of any em-
ployer or employers, to and in the services of any such apprenticed labourers aforesaid, shall
pass and be transferable by bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, will or descent,
according to the provisions of the said Act of Parliament: provided nevertheless, that in
every case in which the services of an apprenticed labourer shall or may be transferred by
sale, no such apprenticed labourer shall be publicly exhibited or compelled to attend at the
place of sale, as was the custom with respect to slaves.

Cap. XI.

_ Anp whereas, by the 22d section of the said Act of Parliament, after reciting, that whereas
it might be expedient that persons in the condition of apprenticed labourers should, during
the continuance of such their apprenticeship, be exempted from the performance of any
civil or military service, and be Nisqualified from holding any civil or military office, and
irom the enjoyment of any political franchise within this Colony, and should ‘be exempted
from being arrested or imprisoned for debt; it was therefore enacted, that nothing in that
Act contained, extended, or should be construed to extend, to interfere with or prevent the
enactment by the respective Governors, Councils and Assemblies, or by such other local
Legislature as aforesaid, of any such Colonies, or by His Majesty in Council, in reference to
such of the said Colonies as were subject to the legislative authority of His Majesty in
Council, of any Acts, Ordinances or Orders in Council, for exempting any such apprenticed
labourers aforesaid, during the continuance of such their apprenticeship, from any such civil
or military service as aforesaid; or for disqualifying them or any of them, during the conti-
nuance of any such apprenticeships, from the enjoyment or discharge of any such political
franchise as aforesaid ; or for exempting them, during the continuance of such apprentice-
ships, from being arrested or imprisoned for debt: And whereas it is expedient to exercise
the powers and authority by the said 22d section granted and permitted :—

Be it therefore enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that persons in the condition of ap-
prenticed labourers shall, during the continuance of such their apprenticeship, be exempted
from the performance of any civil or military service, and be disqualified from holding any
civil or military office, and from the enjoyment of any political franchise within this Colony,
and shall be exempted from being arrested or imprisoned for debt: provided nevertheless,
thatnothing herein contained shall absolve any apprenticed labourer from the duty of
Serving in any civil or military capacity to which he may be called by the Governor, in case

: of
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of invasion, rebellion, or any other great public exigency; or to any apprenticed labourer
holding the office of constable, or any office in the service of any corporation or body politic
or in any church or ecclesiastical society, such as the situation of beadles, parish clerks
and any other employment, sometimes called offices, and which carry with them no political
character or franchise.

Car. XII.

1. AND be it further enacted, that every special justice of the peace shall be competent
and he ishereby authorized to administer oaths to all persons touching or concerning any
matters or things belonging to or coming under his cognizance by virtue of this ordinance.

2. And be it further enacted, that whenever the word “employer” shall have been made
use of, or shall be found in this ordinance, the same shall mean the person who would be
entitled to the possession of any apprenticed labourer still in a stateof slavery.

3. And be it further enacted, that a day’s hard labour shall be a period of time not ex-
ceeding 12 hours of actual labour within the 24 hours,

4. And be it further enacted, that from and after the 1st day of August 1834, no deed
or instrument whereby the services of any apprenticed labourer or labourers in this Colony
shall be transferred or affected, or intended to be transferred or affected, shall be good or
valid in law, to pass or convey, or affect the services of any such apprenticed labourer or
labourers, unless an annotation or memorandum of such deed or instrument shall be made
or recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose in the colonial registrar’s office of each
of the respective districts in this Colony, within one month after the making or executin
such deed or instrument, if made or executed in this Colony; or within one month after the

arrival in this Colony of any such deed or instrument, if made or executed out of the
olony.

5. And be it further enacted, that all fines incurred and imposed under and by virtue of
this Act, shall be paid into the colonial chest of the Colony.

And that no ignorance shall be pretended of this our Ordinance, these presents shall be
printed and published in the customary manner.

Thus done and enacted at our adjourned Assembly, held at the Colony House, George
Town, Demerara, this 8th day of March 1834, and published the following.

(signed) J. Carmichael Smyth.

 

FORMS referred to in the foregoing ORDINANCE.

(A.--WARRANT.

Demerara and Esse- ae .
: : To of District, and all other Officers of Police

quibo(orBerbice), \ in the Colony of British Guiana.
Forasmuch as of » in the district aforesaid, apprenticed labourer,

hath this day been charged before me , one of His Majesty’s special justices of the
peace for the Colony aforesaid, on the oath of a credible witness, for that he the said

, on, &c. at, Kc. did, &c. These are therefore to command you,
in His Majesty’s name, forthwith to apprehend and bring before me, or some other of His
Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the said district, the body of the said

to answer unto the said charge, and to be further dealt with according to law.
Herein fail you not.

 

Given under my hand and seal, the day of » in the year of our
Lord .

(B.)—SUMMONS.

To of , in the Colony of British Guiana.

Whereas a complaint on oath hath been preferred to me by ; of » that
you the said did, on the day of ", in the year of our Lord

, [here state the complaint in general terms]. Now I , one of His

Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the said Colony, do hereby summon and
require you the said to attend before me at , In the of * F

in the said Colony, at the hour of in the of the day0
in this present year 18 , then and there to answer the matters of the said

complaint. ;
Given under my hand and seal, this day of , in the year of our

Lord
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(C.}-SUMMONS.

To of , in the Colony of British Guiana.

These are to require you to attend and be personally present at the hour of in

the of the day of 18, at in the of

, then and there to be examined before me as a witness touching and con-

cerning the matters of a certain complaint depending before me on the behalf of

against ‘ ; ;

Given under my hand and seal, this. day of » in the year of our

Lord .

 

(D.}—RECOGNIZANCE.

Demerara and Esse- A. B. of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to

quibo (or Berbice), \ be indebted to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors,
to wit. in the sum of £. 3 C.D. of in said Colony,

acknowledges himself to be indebted to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and suc-

cessors, in the sum of £. ; E. F. of in said Colony, acknowledges

himself to be indebted to our Sovereign Lord the King. his heirs and successors, in the

sum of £. 3 upon condition that the said 4. B. do personally appear before me,

or any one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of British

Guiana, on the ay of > at in the afuresaid, there

to answer the complaint of , and do not depart without leave; then this recog-

nizance to be void, or else to remain in full force.

Taken and acknowledged, the ; day of 18 __, before me,
{One of His Majesty’s Special Justices of the Peace

for the Colony of British Guiana.

 

(E.)}—CCMMITMENT.

° ibe (oree To > Sergeant of Police, and all other Police Officers whom
to wit. is may concern.

Wheteas was this day brought and charged before me, one of His Majesty’s
special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of British Guiana, on the complaint of

» with, &c ; and whereas, having thought proper to adjourn the
hearing of such complaint for further inquiry, the said hat , although
by me required, and does to find sureties for his personal appearance before me or
some other special justice of the peace, on the day of pat , to
answer the premises. These are therefore, in His Majesty’s name, to command you the
said sergeant of police, and all other officers of police, safely to convey the said
and to deliver him to the keeper of 3 requiring you the said keeper to receive and
safely to keep the said until he shall find sureties, or otherwise be discharged by
due course of law.
Given |under my hand and seal, this day of » in the year of our

0 .

 

(F.)—CONVICTION by one Special Justice of the Peace.
British Guiana, »wit} In the of
Be it remembered, that on the of in the year of our Lord ,

at _ in the Colony of British Guiana, is convicted before me ’
one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace for said Colony, for that he the said

did, &c. And I the said special justice adjudge the said ,
forhis said offence, to

Given under my hand and seal, the day and year first above mentioned.

 

G.}—CONVICTION.
British Guiana, (Gy

towit, Jf In the of

Be it remembered, that on the day of — in the year of our Lord ,
at in the Colony of British Guiana, is convicted before us,
of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of British Guiana in
sessions assembled, for that he the said did . And we the said
Special justices adjudge the said , for his said offence, to

Given under our respective hands and seals, the day and year first above mentioned.
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(H.)

The Forms (F.) and (G.) will be found applicable to all other Convictions.

 

(I.--COMMITMENT.

Whereas was this day brought before me, the undersigned special justice of
the peace in and for the Colony of British Guiana, on a complaint that he thesaid

did, &c. And I, the said justice of the peace, having inquired into the cir.
cumstances of the case, and having deemed it to be of such a nature as ought to be tried
before a supreme court of criminal justice, do hereby commit the said to
there to be detained until discharged by due course of law. These are therefore, in His
Majesty’s name, to command you, » constable, and all other officers of police
safely to convey the said to the keeper of ; Tequiring you the said
keeper to receive and safely to keep the said until he be discharged by due
course of law.

Givenunder my hand and seal, this day of » in the year of our
Lor .
 

(K.)—-RECOGNIZANCE.

British caianas} » of > in the saidColony, acknowledges himself to be
to wit. indebted to our Sovereign Lord the King in the sum of £. 3

,of , in the said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to our
Sovereign Lord the King in the sum of £. 3 of » in the said
Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to our Sovereign Lord the King in the sum of

3 Upon condition that the said do personally appear at the next district
sessions of special justices, to be held at in the Colony aforesaid, there to answer
a complaint of , that he the said » on, Ke. at, Kc.
did, &c. ; and do not depart the court without leave; then this recognizance to be
void, or else to remain in full force. .

Taken and acknowledged, the day of ___ » before me,
{One of His Majesty’s Special Justices of the Peace

for the
 

(L.)WARRANT.

British Rniane,t To ’Sergeant of Police in and for the District ofto wit.

Whereas , of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and
for the Colony aforesaid, in pursuance of an ordinance made in the qth year of the
reign of His Majesty William the Fourth, intituled “ An Ordinance for the Govern-
ment and Regulation of Apprenticed Labourers,’ have awarded, on the ,
day of » on the complaint of against » for, &e. a fine
or penalty of » to be paid by the said ; and whereas the said

» being ordered by the said justice to pay the said sum as aforesaid, hath
not paid down or given security for the same to the satisfuction of the said
justice. These are therefore to command you to levy the said sum of by distress
and sale of the goods and chattels of the said - And do hereby order and
direct the goods and chattels so to be distrained to be sold and disposed of within
days, unless the said sum of » for which such distress shall be made, together with
the reasonable charges of taking and keeping such distress, shall be sooner paid. And you
are hereby also commanded to certify unto what you shall have done by virtue
of this warrant.

Given under hand and seal, at » the day of » in the
year of our Lord 18.
 

(M.)—WARRANDT.
oO

Whereas on the day of Idid issue to . , of , in the
Colony of British Guiana, my summons requiring to attend before me at ’
in the of » in the said Colony, at the hour of in the .
of the day of ,in this present year of , then and there to give
evidence touching and concerning the matters of a certain complaint preferred to me by

against 3 and whereas the service of the summons on the said
; hath been made to appear to me on the oath of one credible witness, and yet the

said hath refused or neglected to appear at the time and place so appointed.
Now, you are hereby authorized and required to arrest the person of the said ,
and to bring before me, at the hour of in the of the day of t

a
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at in the of in the said Colony; and for so doing this shall be your BRITISH GUIANA.
warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of » in the year of our
Lord
 

(N.)—COMMITMENT.

To » Constable.

Whereas having - before me as a witness upon a certain com plaint
depending before me on behalf of against , on this day of

183 , at , in the of »in the Colony of British
Guiana, without lawful cause hath refused to answer the questions (copy of which questions
is hereunder written) then and there proposed to , touching the subject of such
hearing and inquiry. Now, I do hereby authorize and require you to detain the said

in , in the of , there to remain until
shall submit to touching the subject of such hearing and inquiry; and for so
doing this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, at , this day of , in the

year of ourLord .

 

(0.)\—DECLARATION.

, of ; , in the parish of , in the district of »in
the Colony of British Guiana, do hereby declare my intention to be to maintain the appren-
ticed labourers in the employ of , whose names are hereinafter enumerated, in
the manner stated, with reference to each of such apprenticed labourers, in the note or memo-
randum set opposite to the name ofeach in such memorandum.

mS

a. By the cultivation of ground
O.( to be to them apportioned
P. for that purpose.

Q.
R.
s By an allowance of provisions.

 

(P.)}—SCALE of Food.

Both sexes of 12 years and upwards, at the rate of, weekly :

2lbs. driedfish, or 3 lbs. herrings, mackerel or shad, or 2 Ibs. salt beef or pork, or 3 lbs.
fresh beef or pork, with half pint of salt.
One or more bunches of plaintains, weighing not less than 56 lbs. gross, or 25 lbs. yams

or potatoes, or 20 lbs. eddoes or tanyahs, or 10 pints wheat flour or Indian corn, or other
meal or rice.

Both sexes, six to 11 years:
One half of the above.

Both sexes under five years:

A sufficient quantity of farinaceous food, to be cooked for them under the superintend-
ence of their nurses; it being impossible to regulate the quantity in any fixed manner.

 

(Q.)}—-SCALE of Clothing, Bedding, Household Furniture, &c. for Males.

Of 15 years and upwards:
Yearly,—one blue or grey cloth jacket, one felt hat, one pair Oznaburg and one pair blue

cloth trousers, one check shirt, one woollen shirt, two salempores or blue cotton laps or
waistcloths.

Every two years,—one blanket, one knife, one razor (if requisite.)

10 to 14 years, inclusive:
Yearly,—one blue or grey cloth jacket, one felt hat, cap or Scotch bonnet, one pair Ozna-

burg or blue trousers, one check shirt, one red or woollen shirt, two salempores or blue
cotton laps or waistcloths.
Every two years,—one blanket.

Six to nine years, inclusive :
Yearly,—one blue or grey cloth or linen jacket, one hat, bonnet or cap, two salempores

or blue cotton laps or waistcloths, three yards Oznaburgs, three yards check, to be made
into small trousers or frocks, according to size.
Every two years,-—-one blanket.
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SCALE of Clothing, &c. for Females.

Of 15 years and upwards:

Yearly,—one felt hat or bonnet, one blue or grey cloth wrapper, two shifts of check, two
Oznaburg or one blue cloth petticoat, two handkerchiefs. ;

Every two years,—one blanket, one pair scissors.

Six to 14 years, inclusive:

Yearly,—one felt hat or bonnet, one cloth wrapper as above, one check or Oznaburg shift
two Oznaburg or one cloth petticoat, two hankerchiefs. °

Every two years,—one blanket.

Children under five years of age, both sexes :

A sufficient quantity of linen checks or calicoes as will make for each three suits annually,
A suitable sized blanket to be given to the mother or nurse of each child, and continued
every second year.

Lepers, Invalids, and People incapable of labouring or undergoing exposure, of both sexes :

Yearly,—one Oznaburg frock, one blue or red woallen shirt, one felt hat, cap or bonnet.
Every two years,—one blanket.

Allowance of Household Furniture :

To each dwelling-house, one table.
To each family (when required), an iron pot and a saucepan.

 

(R.)}—AWARD or Sentence.

British Colanay) Whereas proof having been made to the satisfaction of ‘the district ses-
to wit. sions of special justices, held on the day of » at plantation

,» in district No. , in the Colony of British Guiana, that hath not
paid to the sum of :being the amount stipulated to be paid by
to , for work and labour done and performed according to a contract, bearing date
the day of ; it is hereby awarded that the said do pay to the
said the said sum of , free of all deductions whatsoever, within days
after the date of this award, on pain, in default thereof, of a levy being made upon the pro-
perty of the said .

Thus done and awarded, at , in the parish of , in the Colony afore-
said, this day of 183 .

(S.)——WARRANT of Execution.

British Guiana,) Whereas at the district sessions of special justices, held on the
to wit. day of » at , in district No. —, in the Colony of

British Guiana, it was awarded that of should pay to
the sum of » free of all deductions whatsoever, within days after the date of
that award, on pain, in default thereof, of a levy being made upon the property of the said

; and whereas the said hath not paid the said sum of to the said
» although the time allowed for the payment thereof hath expired.. These are

therefore to command you to levy the said sum of by distress and sale of the goods
and chattels or other property of the said . And it is hereby ordered and directed
the goods and chattels so to be distrained to be sold and disposed of within days
after such levy, unless the said sum of for which such distress shall be made, together
with the reasonable charges of taking and keeping such distress, shall be sooner paid.
And you are hereby also commanded to certify unto what you shall have done
by virtue of this warrant.

Given under hand and seal, at , the day of , in the

year of our Lord

 

(T..\—WARRANT of Apprehension and Commitment.

To the Sergeant of Police Settlement No. _, in the Colony of British Guiana; and also
the Keeper of »in » in the said Colony.

quibo (or Berbice), }the Government and Regulation of Apprenticed Labourers,” the dis-
to wit. trict sessions of special justices, held on the day of » at

» in district No. , in theColony of British Guiana, did issue a warrant ofdis-

tress and sale, directed to , of the said parish of , ordering the said

to levy the sum of by distress and sale ofthe goods and chattels or other

property of the said in manner and form as therein mentioned ; and whereas it

appears

Demerara and ic)| Whereas in pursuance of an ordinance, intituled “ An Ordinance for
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appears to by the return of the said » that he hath made diligent search, BRITISH GUIANA.
put doth not know of, nor can find any goods, chattels or other property of the said

by distress and sale whereof the sum of may be levied pursuant to the
said warrant. These are therefore to command you the said to apprehend the
said - , and convey him to the said , and to deliver him to the said keeper of
the said 3 and these are also to command you the said keeper of the said to
receive the said - and there to keep him to hard labour for the space of from
the date thereof, or until such sum, together with the expenses attending the proceedings
against the said , and this commitment to the said , be first paid, or until
he be discharged by due course of law. -
Given under hand and seal, at the day of , in the year of
our Lord 183 .

 

(U.)}—ACT of Transfer.

British Gaianay} Be it known that we, of His Majesty’s special justices of the
to wit. peace in and for the Colony of British Guiana, having ascertained that the

transfer of the hereinafter mentioned predial apprenticed labourers at present attached to plan-
tation - in the parish of in the Colony aforesaid, belonging to ;
from said plantation to plantation ,in the parish of in the said
Colony, also belonging to » will not have the effect of separating any of the said
attached preedial apprenticed labourers from his or her wife or husband, parent or children,
or from any person or persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her, and that
such transfer will not probably be injurious to the health or welfare of such attached predial
apprenticed labourers; do hereby consent that the said » who is entitled to
the services of said predial apprenticed labourers, do transfer to said plantation
the services of , attached preedial apprenticed labourers. This act of transfer
to be recorded in the colonial registrar’s office within one month from the date hereof.

Given under our respective hands and seals, at in the parish of
in the Colony aforesaid, this day of 183

 

(W.)—INDENTURE of Apprenticeship.

This indenture, made the day of in the year of our Lord 183
between A. B., one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the said Colony,
for and on behalf of C. .D., an infant, aged _years, of the parish of in the said
Colony, of the one part, and EF. F. of in the said Colony, of the otherpart.
Whereas FE. F, (the employer) hath agreed with the said A. B. (the special justice) to take
the said C. D. (the apprentice) as his apprentice for the term of years, to be taught
and instructed in the trade or business of , in consideration and subject to the
terms and conditions hereinafter contained: Now this indenture witnesseth, that in pur-
suance ofthe said agreement and in virtue of the ordinance in this case made and provided,
he the said EZ. F’. (the employer) doth hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors and admi-
nistrators, covenant, promise andagree with and to the said A. B. (the special justice) in
the manner following, that is to say: That he the said E. F. (the employer) shall and will
during the term of years, according to the best of his skill and knowledge, teach and
instruct, or cause to be taught and instructed, the said C. D. (the apprentice) in the trade
or business of ,»and all and every the matters and things whatsoever incident
or relating thereto; and also shall and will during the said term find and provide the said
C.D. (the apprentice) with suitable and sufficient diet, clothing, lodging and medical
attendance, in a like and equal manner with the rest of apprenticed labourers in this Colony,
and according to the said ordinance in such case made and provided, and to all other ordi-
nances or laws which may hereafter be made touching or concerning the clothing, feeding,
lodging and medical attendance of apprenticed labourers in this Colony; and shall also
allow to the said C. D. such reasonable time and opportunity for education and religious
instruction as shall be appointed or assigned by a special justice of the peace of the district
in which the said C. JD. shall reside. And in consideration of the covenants and agree-
ments hereinbefore contained on the the part of the said E. F. (the employer), he the said
A. B, (the special justice) hath placed and bounden, and by these presents doth place and
bind, the said C. D. (the apprentice) as a apprenticed labourer unto and with the said
E. F. (the employer) for the said term or period of years, to be computed from the date
of these presents; and doth hereby, for and on the behalf of the said C.D.(the apprentice),
to and with the said E. F. (the employer), covenant, promise and declare, that he the said
C. D. (the apprentice) shall and will, during all and every part of the said term of
years, truly and faithfully serve the said E. F. (the employer) as a apprenticed
abourer in the said trade and business of , and diligently attend to the business
and concerns thereof, according to the rules, regulations and laws now or hereafter to be in
force of and concerning apprenticed labourers in this Colony.

Inwitness whereof, I the said » Special justice as aforesaid, for and on behalf
of the said C. D., have hereunto set my hand and seal; and the said E. F. hath also set
is hand and seal in my presence, at in the Colony aforesaid, the day and year

first above written,
278.
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— No. 16.—

MAURITIUS.

AN. ORDER of the Kine in Councit, “ for giving effect in the Colony of the Mauritiys
to the Statute 3 & 4 Will. IV, c. 73, for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Dominions.” '

At the Court at St. James’s, the 17th day of September 1834 ;

Present,

The King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Wuereas, by a certain Act of Parliament passed in the 3d and 4th years of Hig
Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the
Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” it is, amongst other things, recited,
that it is necessary that various rules and regulations should be framed and established for
ascertaining with reference to each apprenticed labourer within the said Colonies respec-
tively, whether he or she belongs to the class of attached predial apprenticed labourers, or
to the class of unattached apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-praedial apprenticed
labourers, and for determining the manner and form in which and the solemnitieswith which
the voluntary discharge of any apprenticed labourer from such his or apprenticeship ma:
be effected, and for prescribing the form and manner in which and the solemnities wit
which the purchase by any such apprenticed labourer, or his or her discharge from such
apprenticeship without, or in opposition, if necessary, to the consent of the person orper-
sons entitled to his or her services shall be effected, and how the necessary appraisement of
the future value of such services shall be made, and how and to whom the amount of such
appraisement shall in each case be paid and applied, and in what manner and form and by
whom the discharge from any such apprenticeship shall thereupon be given, executed and
recorded; and that it is also necessary for the preservation of peace throughout the said
Colonies, that proper regulations should be framed and established for the maintenance of
order and good discipline amongst the said apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring the
punctual discharge of the services due by them to their respective employers, and for the
prevention and punishment of indolence, or the neglect or improper performance of work by
any such apprenticed labourer, and for enforcing the due performance by any such appren-
ticed labourer of any contract into which he or she may voluntarily enter for any hired ser-
vice during the time in which he or she may not be bound to labour fur his or her employer,
and for the prevention and punishment of insolence and insubordination on the part of any
such apprenticed labourers towards their employers, and for the prevention or punishment
of vagrancy, or of any conduct on the part of any such apprenticed labourers injuring or.
tending to the injury of the property of any such employer, and for the suppression and
punishment of any riot or combined resistance of the laws on the part of any suchappren-
ticed labourers, and for preventing the escape of any such apprenticed labourers durin
their term of apprenticeship from the Colonies to which they may respectively belong ; and
that it will also be necessary for the protection of such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid
that various regulations should be framed and established in the said respective Colonies
for securing punctuality and method in the supply to them of such food, clothin , lodging,
medicines, medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allowances as t ey are by
the said Act declared entitled to receive, and for regulating the amount and quality of all
such articles, in cases where the laws at present existing in any such Colony may not in the
case of slaves have made any regulation or any adequate regulation for that purpose; and
that it is also necessary that proper rules should be established for the prevention and
punishment of any frauds which might be practised, or of any omissions or neglects which
might occur respecting the quantity or the quality of the supplies so to be furnished, or
respecting the periods for the delivery of the same; and that it is necessary in those cases
in which the food of any such predial apprenticed labourers as aforesaid may either wholly
or in part be raised by themselves by the cultivation of ground to be set apart and allotted
for that purpose, that proper regulations should be made and established as to the extent of
such grounds, and as to the distance at which such grounds may be so allotted from the
ordinary place of abode of such predial apprenticed labourers, and respecting the deduc-
tions to be made from the cultivation of such grounds from the annual time during which
such predial apprenticed labourers are hereinbefore declared liable to labour; and that it
may also be necessary by such regulations as aforesaid to secure to the said predial appren-
ticed labourers the énjoyment for their own benefit of that portion of their time during which
they are not hereby required to labour in the service of their respective employers, and for
securing exactness in the computation of the time during which such predial apprenticed
labourers are hereby required to labour in the service of such their respective employers ;
and that it is also necessary that provision should be made for preventing the imposition of
task-work on any such apprenticed labourer without his or her free consent to undertake
the same; but that it may be necessary by such regulations in certain cases to require and
provide for the ae~uiescence of th2 minority of the predial apprenticed labourersattached

o
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{o any plantation or estate, in the distribution and apportionment amongst the whole body

of such labourers of any task-work which the majority of such body shall be willing and

desirous collectively to undertake; and that it is also necessary that regulations should be

made respecting any voluntary contracts into which any apprenticed labourers may enter

with their respective employers, or with any other person for hired service for any future

eriod, and for limiting the greatestperiod of time to which such voluntary contract may

extend, and for enforcing the punctual and effectual performance of such voluntary contracts

on the part both of such apprenticed labourers, and of the person or persons engaging for

their employment and hire; and that it is alsonecessary that regulations should be made

for the prevention or nunishment of any cruelty, injustice, or other wrong or injury which

may be done to or inflicted upon any such apprenticed labourers by the persons entitled to

their services ; and that it is also necessary that proper regulations should be made respect-

ing the manner and form in which such indentures of apprenticeship as aforesaid shall be

made on behalf of such children as aforesaid, and respecting the registering and preservation

of all such indentures; and that it is also necessary that provision should be made for

ensuring promptitude and dispatch, and for preventing all unnecessary expense in the dis~

charge by the justices ofthe peace holding such special commissions as in the said Act

mentioned of the jurisdiction and authorities thereby committed to them, and for enabling

such justices to decide in a summary way such questions as may be breught before them in

that capacity, andfor the division of the said respective Colonies itno districts for the pur-

ses of such jurisdiction, and for the frequent and punctual visitation by such justices of

the peace of the apprenticed labourers within such their respective districts; and that it is

also necessary that regulations should be made for indemnifying and protecting such jus-

tices of the peace in the upright execution and discharge of their duties; and that such

regulations as aforesaid could not without great inconvenience be made except by the

respective Governors, Councils and Assemblies, or other local Legislatures of the said re-

spective Colonies, or by His Majesty, with the advice of His Privy Council, in reference to

those Colonies to which the legislative authority of His Majesty in Council extends; it is
therefore enacted and declared in and by the said Act, that nothing therein contained ex-
tends or shall be construed to extend to prevent the enactment by the respective Governors,

Councils and Assemblies, or by such other local Legislatures as aforesaid, or by His Majesty,

with the advice of His Privy Council, of any such Acts of General Assembly, or Ordinances

or Orders in Council, as may be requisite, for making and establishing such several rules

and regulations as aforesaid, or any of them, or for carrying the same or any of them into
full and complete effect: provided nevertheless, and it is thereby enacted, that it shall not

belawful for any such Governor, Council and Assembly, or for any such local Legislature, or
for His Majesty in Council, by any such Acts of Assembly, Ordinances, or Orders in Couneil
as aforesaid, to make or establish any enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order, which
shall be in anywise repugnant or contradictory to the said recited Act, or any part thereof,
but that every such enactment, regulation, provision, rule or order shall be and is thereby
declared to be absolutely null and void, and of no effect.
Now, therefore,-in pursuance of the said recited Act of Parliament, and for carrying the

same into effect within the Island of Mauritius, it is hereby ordered by His Majesty, by and
with the advice of His Privy Council, that the several rules and regulations contained in
the 12 chapters hereunto subjoined and annexed, and which 12 chapters are and shall be
taken to be part of this present Order, shall extend to and be in force within the Island of
Mauritius, and the dependencies thereof, upon, from and after the ist day of February
1835.
And the Right Honourable Thomas Spring Rice, one of His Majesty’s principal Secreta-

ries of State, 1s to give the necessary directions accordingly.
(signed)  (C. C. Greville.

Cap. I.

On the Judicial and Ministerial Agency to be employed.

1, The Colony of Mauritius shail be divided into not less than seven judicial districts.

2. The Governor shall by proclamation define, and, as occasion may require, shall alter

the limits of such districts.
: 3. One special justice, at least, shall be appointed to each of the before-mentioned dis-
Ticts.

4. In each district shall be set apart one or more tract or tracts of land, which, with the
building to be erected thereon, shall be called the police settlement or police settlements of

the district.
5. Every such police settlement shall be established in the vicinity of as large a body as

may be of the population of the district.
6. It shall be lawful for the special justice or special justices of each district to license in

such district places of safe custody and correction, situate at convenient distances from each

other.
7. The Governor shall appropriate for the formation of the police settlements any waste

lands of the Crown which may be situate conveniently for that purpose; and in districts
where such Crown lands cannot be found, shall, by exchange or purchase, procure the lands

wanting for the purpose.
8. At the first formation of any such police settlement, the members thereof, assisted by

suen pied labourers as may be indispensable, shall be employed in the erection of tempo-
. rary
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rary buildings for their own occupation, such buildings to be hereafter superseded by more.
permanent buildings, to be erected by the means subsequently mentioned.

g. At each police settlement shall be erected a house of correction.
10. Until permanent police settlements shall be formed, and the buildings requisite for

that purpose erected, it shall be lawful for the Governor, with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Council to procure and provide, by hire or otherwise, suitablebuildings, to be
occupied temporarily as police settlements.

11. At each police settlement shall also be established a penal gang, to be composed of
such persons as shall be condemned to imprisonment with hard labour.

12, Every such police settlement, place of safe custody and correction, shall be placed
under the general charge of the special justices of the district, and under the immediate
superintendence of a special justice of the district, to be selected by the Governor for that
purpose, and who shall be called a superintending special justice, and shall reside thereat
or in the immediate vicinity thereof. ,

13. Each police settlement shall consist of no less than one sergeant and five privates, all
being able-bodied men, between the ages of 20 and 60 years.

14. The sergeant and privates of each police settlement shall be appointed by the Gover.
nor, and shall be liable to be removed by him for bad conduct or inefficiency.

15. The sergeants and privates shall be liable to be suspended from office by the super-
intending special justice or justices of the district, subject to the Governor’s confirmation or
disallowance of such suspension. ;

16. In addition to the police force stationed at each police settlement, the superintendin
special justice shall appoint and swear in such persons in their respective districts as they
shall think fit to act as constables. Nothing herein contained shall prevent an apprenticed
labourer from being appointed, sworn in and acting as a constable.

17. The superintending special justices shall, once in each quarter, respectively make to
the Governor a report of the effective strength and condition of the police force at each
settlement, and of the state of the buildings and provision grounds there, and of the state
and conduct of the prisoners confined therein.

18. The Governors shall from time to time, by and with the advice of the legislative
Council, frame and publish all necessary rules for the internal discipline of the said police
settlements, and of the said places of safe custody and correction; for the clothing, arming,
supporting and remunerating the sergeant and privates of the said police; for remunerating
the said constables; for securing the due performance, by the said police and constables, of
their respective duties; for the employment of the penal gang, and also of the sergeants
and privates of the said police when not engaged in police duties; for the support of the
prisoners in the said houses of correction and places of safe custody; for a due separation
of prisoners of different sexes; for the classification of prisoners; for their religious instruc-
tion; for the maintenance of cleanliness, order and sobriety amongst them; and for the
prevention and prompt punishment of any neglect or violation of such rules. And all rules
so framed and published shall be transmitted for His Majesty’s approbation, and shall,
until disallowed or altered, remain in full force.

19. It shall be the duty of the sergeant and the privates to carry into execution such
orders as they shall receive from the special justice for the prevention or repressing of crimes,
and for enforcing obedience to the law, and for inflicting such punishments as are hereby
authorized.

Cape. II.

On the Procedure to be observed by the Special Magistrates in the Exercise of their
Jurisdiction.

3. Every superintending special justice shall reside within the district to which he is
appointed, unless when prevented by sickness or other reasonable cause, to be allowed by
the Governor. ;

2. Every such superintending special justice shall, one day in each week, or oftener if
need be, at the place of his residence, hold a session for the hearing and deciding upon
such cases as may be brought before him.

3. Every plantation in each district, upon which 10 or more apprenticed labourers shall
be employed, shall be visited by a superintending or other special justice once in each
fortnight, or oftener if need be, who shall there take cognizance of such cases as may be
brought before him, whether such cases shall relate to apprenticed labourers employed on
that plantation or to any other apprenticed labourers. 4

4. Every such special justice shall keep a journal of all the cases brought before him, in
which he shall enter, 1st, the date of the complaint; 2d, the name of the complainant;
3d, the substance of the complaint; 4th, the names of the witnesses adduced on either side;
5th, the substance of the evidence; 6th, his decision on the case; 7th, whether the decision
has been carried into effect; 8th, any general remarks which he may think desirable.
§ All such journals shall be kept in one uniform manner, to be prescribed for that

purpose by the Governor. ;
6. At the end of each quarter the special justice shall transmit to the Governor a duplicate

of his journal for the preceding quarter; with an affidavit thereto annexed, to the effect that
it has been faithfully Kept, and that, with the exception of unintentional errors, it contains
a true account of all the proceedings in which the deponent has been engaged, as such
special justice, during the quarter to which it refers. On

7.
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. On receiving any complaint, it shall be the duty of the special justice to reduce it to
writing,andi cause it to be read by, or to read it over, to the complainant, by whom it shall

subscribed.

ars If the complaint shall appear to the justice immaterial, and not to deserve further

inquiry, he may at once dismiss the complaint; but if he shall think inquiry necessary, he

shall call upon the complainant to make oath that the complaint is true.
Upon taking any complaint, to the truth of which such oath shall have been so made,

the special justice shall either issue his warrant for the arrest of the party charged, or shall

jgsue, if necessary, a summons for his attendance, as the case may require. ‘The warrant

of arrest shall be in the form annexed, marked (A.), and the summons in the form annexed,

marked (B.) .
10. The warrant of arrest shall be issued in all cases which impute to the party charged

a capital or a transportable offence ; in all caseswhere there is reason to apprehend that the

arty charged would endeavour to escape s and in all cases where there is reason to appre-

Rend danger to the public peace from delay. In all other cases the justice is to proceed in

the first instance by summons, if necessary.

11. In cases in which it may be necessary to adduce witnesses in support of or in answer

to any such complaint, the justice shall issue a summons, if necessary, to every such witness,

in the annexed form, marked (C.)
12, At the time and place appointed by any such warrant or summons for proceeding

upon any such complaint, the justice shall, in the presence of all parties, or of such of them

as being summoned shall attend in pursuance of such summons, first read over the written

complaint, and then take down in writing the answer of the party charged, and then proceed

to examine on oath the party complaining, and the witnesses, taking down in writing the

deposition of each witness, which shall be read over to and signed by him.
19. The justice may from time to time adjourn any such proceeding for further inquiry,

and, if necessary, commit the party charged to custody pending such adjournment, or take

bail for his appearance. Every such commitment or bail shall be in the annexed forms,

marked (D.) and (E.)
14. At the close of such proceedings the justice shall pronounce his decision thereupon,

which decision he shall reduce into writing, and subscribe with his hand.

15. By any such decision the justice shall, as law and reason may seem to him to require,

either dismiss the complaint, or sanction any lawful compromise between the parties which

he may think just, or convict the party charged, or commit him to prison to take his trial

for the imputed offence.
16. If the complaint shall be dismissed, the justice shall, in such his written decision,

state whether it was so dismissed as being unproved, or as being frivolous and vexatious,

or as being malicious,
"47. If any such complaint shall be so dismissed as frivolous and vexatious, the justice

may adjudge the complainant, if a labourer, to work in the service of his employer for any

time not exceeding in the whole 15 extra hours in any one week, or to any number of stripes

not exceeding 15; or if the complainant be the employer, the justice may adjudge such

employer to the payment of a penalty, for the use of the labourer, of not less than 10s.
stering, and not greater than §/. sterling.

18. If any such complaint shall be so dismissed as malicious, it shall be competent to

the justice, at the instance of the party charged, to adjudge the complainant, if an ap-

prenticed labourer, to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding one month,

or to any number of stripes not exceeding 30; or, if the employer of any such labourer, to

a fine not less than 4os. sterling, and not greater than 101. sterling, for the benefit of the

party charged; which judgment shall be a bar to any suit, action or prosecution against
such complainant for calumny, defamation, or otherwise, in respect of such his complaint.

19. If the justice shall, by such his decision, convict the party charged, or shall convict
the complainant of preferring a frivolous and vexatious or a malicious complaint, such con-
viction shall be severally drawn up according to the forms annexed, marked (F.) and (G.)

20. If such magistrates shall commit the party charged to take his trial for the imputed
offence, such commitment shall be drawn up in the form annexed, marked (H.)

21. Upon any such conviction as aforesaid by such special justice, he shall forthwith issue

a warrant for the execution thereof.
_ 22, All summonses, warrants, commitments and other orders, so to be issued by any such
ustice as aforesaid, shall be executed by the police officers of his district ; such justice
eing nevertheless authorized, as occasion may require, to address the same to any other

person or persons jointly with, or instead of, such officers of police as to him may seem

requisite,

_23. Any summons, warrant or order issued by any such special justice within his own
district may, without any. further authority, be carried into execution in any part of the
Colony, though beyond such district.

24. If any person summoned by such justice as a witness shall not appear in obedience

to such summons, or, appearing, shall refuse to be sworn or examined, or to answer any
question proposed to him by such justice in relation to the matters depending before him,
it shall be lawful for such justice to issue his warrant for the arrest of any such defaulter,

or to commit him to close custody, there to remain until he shall submit to be so sworn and

examined, and to make such answers as aforesaid. Every such warrant of arrest or com-
mitment shall be in the form annexed, marked (I.) and (K.)

25. If it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Governor and Legislative
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Council that the forms of proceeding hereinbefore prescribed are needlessly burdensome
upon the justices of the several districts within the Colony, or of any one or more of such
districts, or that they impede or interfere with the prompt and effective execution of
the law, the Governor, with advice and consent of the Legislative Council, shall be
entitled to suspend any part of the preceding rules relating to such procedure, or to adapt
the same to the circumstances of the case, so as more effectually to promote the punctual
orderly and effective execution of the law; and for that purpose to frame and publish
rules and ordinances, which shall be transmitted for His Majesty’s confirmation, and which
until disallowed, shall be in full force. ,

26. It shall be lawful for the Governor to assign to such one or more of the special justices as
he shall select for that purpose the following duties; namely, to examine into the quarterly
journals hereby directed to be transmitted by the special justices to the Governor; to visit the
judicial districts throughout the whole or any part of the Colony, and to inspect the police
settlements and places of safe custody and correction belonging to such district; and to
examine into the state of the police force, and of the prisoners in the houses of correction and
laces of safe custody, and of the penal gangs in such districts, and generally to ascertain how
i the rules hereby established, or to be established, under the provisions herein contained
are duly observed, and to report to the Governor, at such times and in such manner as tha
Governor shall direct, upon the several matters aforesaid.
27. If any suit or action shall be commenced against any special justice in respect of
any act, matter or thing by him done by virtue and in pursuance thereof, and if the Court
shall give judgment for the defendant, the plaintiff shall, by such judgment, be condemned
to pay treble costs of suit. ;

28. If in any such suit or action such justice shall, at any time before final judgment,
tender to the plaintiff sufficient amends for the wrong or injury in respect of which the
same may be brought, and submit to pay the costs of suit up to that time incurred, and if
the plaintiff shall refuse to accept such amends and costs of suit, then upon proof made to
the court at the trial of such suit that such amends have been so tendered and were sufficient,:
judgment shall be given for the plaintiff in the amount of the sum so tendered, subject never-
theless to the reduction therefrom of the costs of suit of the defendant.

29. No suit or action shall be brought against any such justice in respect of any matter
ot thing by him done under or in pursuance hereof, unless the same shall be commenced
within six months after the cause of action occurred.

Cap. IIL

On the Division of Apprenticed Labourers into their respective Classes.

1. By a day to be appointed for that purpose, the registrar of slaves shall deliver to every
owner of slavesa list of the slaves appearing in the registry to belong to him; for which.
a fee of 2s. only shall be charged.

2. By a time to be fixed for the purpose, every such owner of slaves shall return such
list to the registrar, distinguishing in reference to each slave therein mentioned, to which of
the three classes he belongs.

3. To every such return shall be annexed an affidavit, to the effect that the distinctions
therein made correspond with the occupations usually pursued for 12 months next pre-
ceding the date of the Act by each of the slaves to whom such returns may refer.

4. Ifin any case the registrar shall see cause to doubt the accuracy of the return, he
shall appoint a time and place, at which the owner shall attend him, to substantiate the
accuracy of such return.

§- At the time and place so to be appointed, the person to whom such notice shall be
addressed shall attend such registrar, and if required, shall bring with him any slave
respecting whom any such doubt may have arisen.

6. The registrar shall then proceed to examine the person making such return, and the
slave respecting whom such doubt has arisen, and any witnesses who may be adduced
respecting the truth of such return, and may, if necessary, adjourn such examination from
time to time.

7. The registrar shall then either confirm or correct any such return as he may see fit,
giving notice to the party making such return, and to the slaves respectively, of such his

ecision.
8. If either of the party making such return, or the slave to whom it may refer, shall be

dissatisfied with the decision of the registrar, such party may, on his own behalf, and the
registrar may, on the behalf of such slave, apply to the chief or to any other judge of the
superior court in such Colony, by petition, setting forth the nature of such decision and
the objections thereto.

g- The judge to whom any such petition may be preferred: shall proceed in a summary
way to hear and decide the same, and his decision shall be final and conclusive.

10. The judges of the said court shall make all necessary rules for regulating the pro-
ceedings upon every such petition in the manner which may be most conducive to method,
punctuality and dispatch.

11, When such proceedings as aforesaid shall have taken place, there shall be affixed to
the entry of the name of each predial attached slave in the registry, the letters P. A.; of
each preedial unattached slave, the letters P. U.; and of each non-predial slave, the letters

12, During
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12. During the continuance of the apprenticeship, the slave registry, so corrected as

aforesaid, shall be deposited amongst the records of the superior courts of the Colony;

and when any question shall arise respecting the class to which any apprenticed labourer
belongs, such corrected registry, or a certified extract thereof, shall be taken as conclusive

evidence of the fact. .
13. Any person neglecting or omitting to make the return, or the affidavit before-men-

tioned, or to attend the registrar when summoned by him for that purpose, shall incur

a penalty of not more than 101., nor less than 20s.; and in the event of the wilful absence
of any such person, it shall be ‘lawful for the registrar to proceed and to decide any such

question as though such party had attended.

Cap. IV.

On the Maintenance of the Apprenticed Labourers.

1. It shall be the duty of every employer of predial apprenticed labourers, within the
third week of the month of September of each year, to deliver, or cause to be delivered to

the special justice of the distnct in which such preedial apprenticed labourers are resident,

a written declaration in the form annexed, marked (L.), specifying whether it is the intention

of such employer, during the current year, to maintain his predial apprenticed labourers

by the cultivation of ground, to be to them appropriated for that purpose, or by an allow-
ance of provisions.

2. That every employer who shall, by such declaration as aforesaid, propose to maintain.

his predial apprenticed labourers by an allowance of provisions, shall be and is hereby

bound and required to supply to such predial apprenticed labourers such amount of pro-
visions, and of such kind, as by the clause next hereinafter contained are directed to be
supplied to non-predial apprenticed labourers above the age of 10 years.

3. Every employer shall be and is hereby bound and required to maintain his non-predial
apprenticed labourers, and also his predial apprenticed labourers, until such written decla-
ration shall have been so made and delivered by him as aforesaid, by an allowance of pro-
visions, and to supply such provisions to the amount and of the kinds following; that is
to say, each and every apprenticed labourer, above the age of 10 years, shall receive in each
week not less than 1x pints of wheaten orrye flour, or rice, or nine pints of corn-meal or
farine of manioc, or 7 lbs. of biscuit, or 50 full-grown plantains, or 21 lbs. of yams or sweet
cassada, or sweet potatoes, or eddoes, or tanniers, and 3 3 Ibs. of good salted cod fish, com-
monly called salt fish; and to all apprenticed labourers under the age of 10 years, one-half
of the above allowance.

4. All provisions so to be supplied to the apprenticed labourers in the Colony of Mau-
ritius shall be sound and fit for consumption, and of good average merchantable quality.

§- The Governor of the said Colony may from time to time by proclamations, to be by
him for that purpose issued, authorize the substitution for the provisions aforesaid of any
other provisions equivalent to and equally nutritious with the same.

6. The apprenticed labourers to whom such provisions shall be supplied shall also be
provided by, and at the expense of their employers, with the means of preserving the same
rom week to week, and of properly preparing the same for human food.
7. Every employer of predial apprenticed labourers who shall by such declaration as

aforesaid propose to maintain such predial apprenticed labourers by the appropriation of
ground, to be by them cultivated i that purpose, shall. be and is hereby bound and
required to set apart for every predial apprenticed labourer so to be maintained half an
acre of land, properly adapted for the growth of provisions, and not more than two miles
distant from the place of residence of such predial apprenticed labourer.

8. Every such employer shall be and is hereby bound and required to supply every.
predial apprenticed labourer for whom any such ground shall be so appropriated with
such seeds and with such implements ofhusbandry as may be necessary for the cultivation
“such ground, on the first entering of such preedial apprenticed labourer in the occupation
thereof.

g. 1t shall not be lawful for any person whomsoever to dispossess any predial appren-
ticed labourer of any land so cultivated by him or her, until such labourer shall have had
full time and opportunity for reaping and gathering in all crops by him or her planted and.
growing upon such ground.

19. The crops, when growing upon any such ground, and when severed therefrom, shall
and are hereby declared to be the sole and absolute property of the predial apprenticed.
labourer for and in respect of whom such ground shall have been appropriated and set
apart,

11. Every predial apprenticed labourer for or in respect of whom any ground shall be so
appropriated and set apart for his support shall, out of the annual time during which such
predial apprenticed labourer is by the said recited Act required to labour, after the rate of
45 hours per week as aforesaid, be allowed such number of hours, not being fewer than
44 hours per week, and not being more than 74 hours per week, as the Governor, with
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, shall, by rules to be framed for that pur-

pose, determine; which rules shall be duly transmitted for His Majesty’s approbation, and
until disallowed or altered, shall remain in full force.

12. If any empioyer of predial apprenticed labourers within the said Colony of Mauritius
shall neglect or omit to sign and deliver, in manner and within the time hereinbefore men-
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tioned, such written declaration as aforesaid, he or she shall incur a penalty of 22. for such
omission or neglect in respect of the first week in which the same shall occur, with addi-
tional penalties of 42 in the second week, 6/. in the third week, and so on in arithmetical
progression in respect of each additional week during which such neglect shall be conti-
nued; and if any employer or manager of apprenticed labourers shall not supply to such
apprenticed labourers provisions of such amount and quality, and at such times as he ig
hereinbefore required to supply the same, or shall not provide such apprenticed labourers
with the means of preserving such provisions from week to week, or with the means ofpro-
perly preparing the same for human food, every employer shall incur and become liable to
a penalty equal to twice the value of theprovisions which ought so to have been supplied
or for the preservation and preparation of which such means as aforesaid ought to have been
provided, which last-mentioned penalties shall accrue to and be for the benekt of theapren-
ticed labourers injured by any such omission or neglect; and if any such employer of pra-
dial labourers shall not set apart for every preedial apprenticed labourer who is maintained
by the cultivation of ground such land, of such quality and quantity, and so situate as here-
inbefore is required, or shall neglect or omit to supply any such preedial apprenticed labourer
with such seeds and implements of husbandry as aforesaid, or shall dispossess any such
ptedial apprenticed labourer of any land by him or her cultivated, until such preedial ap-
prenticed labourer shall have had full time and opportunity for reaping and gathering in all
crops by him or her planted, and growing upon such ground, every person so offending shall
incur and become liable to a penalty equal to twice the amount of the loss sustained by every
such predial apprenticed labourer by every such act, omission or neglect, which penaity
shall go and be applied to and for the use and benefit of the predial apprenticed labourer
so injured; and if any such employer of predial apprenticed labourers shall neglect or omit.
to allow to any praedial apprenticed labourer for or in respect of whom any ground shall be
SO appropriated such number of hours as aforesaid in each week for the cultivation thereof,
every person so offending shall for each and every such offence incur a distinct and separate
penalty of 10s., which shall go and be applied to and for the benefit of the pradial appren-
ticed labourers injured thereby, the number of such penalties being equal to the number of
pradial apprenticed labourers affected by such offence multiplied by the number of the days
on which such offences may have been repeated.

13. It is and shall be the duty of every employer of apprenticed labourers within the
said Colony once, that is to say, either in the month of January or in the month of June in
each year, and he or she is hereby required to deliver to every such apprenticed labourer for
his or her use, either in the month of January or in the month of June in each and every
year, the following articles; that is to say,
To every male apprenticed labourer above the age of five years, one felt hat, one Scotch

bonnet, one cloth wrapper or jacket, two red flannel or Oznaburg or check shirts, two pairs
of cloth, Oznaburg, or duck or sheeting trousers, and one knife.
To each and every female apprenticed labourer above the age of five years, one felt hat,

one cloth wrapper, two neckerchiefs, two linen or cotton shifts, two dowlas or Oznaburg petti-
coats, and one pair of scissors. Also, to every apprenticed labourer one tin pan or pannikin
annually, one blanket every two years, and one iron pot every three years, or oftener, if
necessary.

14. Provided always, and it is further ordered, that with the authority in writing of any
special justice of the district in which any such apprenticed labourers are resident, the em-
ployer of any such apprenticed labourers may, and is hereby authorized to substitute for
the articles hereinbefore enumerated any other articles of clothing or household furniture
which shall, in the judgment of such special justice, be equivalent to the articles hereinbe-
fore directed and prescribed; and all the articles so to be supplied to such apprenticed
labourers as-aforesaid, which shall be conformable to the before-mentioned directions, or
substituted in manner aforesaid, shall be of good average merchantable quality. ;

15. Ifany employer ofapprenticed labourers in the said Colony shall neglect or omit, within
the time or times hereinbefore for that purpose limited, to supply and deliver to and for the
use of any apprenticed labourer under his or her management such articles of clothing and
household furniture as are hereinbefore referred to, the person so offending shall incur and

become liable to a fine equal to twice the value of the article or articles so withholden,
which penalty shall go and be applied to and for the use and benefit of the apprenticed
labourer injured by such neglect. .

16. Every employer of apprenticed labourers within the said Colony shall be and is
hereby required to supply each and every apprenticed labourer under his or her manage-

ment with a wooden or iron bedstead, or with boards so arranged as to enable every such

apprenticed labourer to sleep during the night at an elevation ofone foot, at the least, above

the zround; and every employer who shall neglect or omit so to supply any such appren-
ticed labourer with such bedstead, or such means of sleeping above the ground asafore-

said, shall for every such neglect or omission incur and become liable to a fine of 55. 1a
respect of each and every apprenticed labourer, which fine shall be again incurred from
week to week as long as such neglect or omission shall continue. :

17. Every person in the said Colony being the employer of 40 apprenticed labourers or
upwards, shall and is hereby required to engage a medical practitioner to visit such appren-
ticed labourers in such his medical capacity once at the least in each 14 days; and it shall
be the duty of such medical practitioner, and he is hereby authorized and required to keep a
journal of the health of such body of apprenticed labourers so placed under his medical
superintendence, in which journal he shall, once in each 14 days, record what is the genes
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yal state of health of such body of apprenticed labourers, and shall also enter the name of

each apprenticed labourer then labouring under sickness, distinguishing such apprenticed

Jabourers as are thereby disqualified for the ordinary amount of labour, and prescribing

such medicines or articles of diet as may in his judgment be necessary for the restoration of
the sick; and it shall be the duty of every such medical practitioner once in each fortnight

to deliver a copy of the entries so made by him im his journal to the employer of such ap-

prenticed labourers, which employer shall be and is hereby required to supply such appren-

ticed labourers with such medicines or nourishments, and to allow to such apprenticed

labourers such relaxations of labour as may by such medical practitioner be so recommended

and prescribed ; and in reference to every apprenticed labourer for whomany such ‘nourish-

ment may be provided, the rules hereinbefore contained respecting the food of apprenticed

Jabourers shali be and are hereby suspended 3 and every such medical practitioner shall and

is hereby required, inobedience to any requisition to him for that purpose made in writing

by any such superintending special justice, to produce to such justice his journal ; and in

case of any acute or dangerous disease of any apprenticed labourer, the employer of such

apprenticed labourer shall and is hereby required to employ, at bis own costs and charges, a

medical practitioner for the care andmedical treatment of suchapprenticed labourer,

18. If any such employer of apprenticed labourers as aforesaid in the said Colony, or if any

such medical practitioner as aforesaid shall refuse, neglect or omit to do or perform any matter

or thingwhich such employer or medical practitioner is hereby required to do and perform

in and about the engagement of such practitioner, or in or about the keeping such journal as

aforesaid, or in or about the medical treatment, nourishment, or temporary relaxation of

Jabour of any apprenticed labourer, or in or about the production, when thereunto required,

of any such journal as aforesaid, the person so offending shall for and in respect of every

such offence incur and become liable to a fine of not less than 2/. or more than 201.

19. Every apprenticed labourer who, on account of any disease, the medical practitioner

shall deem it necessary to confine to the hospital, or to any apartment thereof, for the pur-

pose of cure, shall be bound, and if necessary may be compelled, to submit to such hospital

regulations as shall be sanctioned by a superintending special justice of the district in which

such apprenticed labourer shall be resident.

Cap. V.

On the Duties to be performed by the Apprenticed Labourers, and the Penalties for their
Non-performance.

1. As regards the apportionment of the 45 hours per week, during which predial appren-
ticed labourers are required by law to work for their employers, it shall be lawful for the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, to make such regulations
in respect thereof as may appear to them best adapted to promote the interests both of the
apprenticed labourers and their employers, and to frame and publish rules and ordinances
for that purpose, which shall be duly transmitted for His Majesty’s approbation, and which,
until disallowed or altered, shall remain in full force.

2. Subject to theprovision lastly hereinbefore contained, and subject also to the deduc-
tion of the time hereinbefore directed to be allowed to predial apprenticed labourers for the
cultivation of their provision-grounds, every predial apprenticed labourer shall be bound
and obliged to work and labour for seven hours and a half in each and every day in the year
(Sundays and holidays hitherto allowed by law to the labouring population excepted) in
the service and for the benefit of his employer.

3. For every hour in which any labourer shall absent himself from his employer’s service
without reasonable cause he shall be compelled to serve two extra hours, and so in propor-
tion for every portion of time greater or less than an hour, provided that such extra hours
shall not exceed 15 in thewhole in any one week.

4. Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for more than
seven and a half hours in any one week shall be adjudged a deserter.

5. Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for two days
during one week shall be adjudged a vagabond.
_6, Any apprenticed labourer absenting himself without reasonable cause for more than

six days in any one week shall be adjudged a runaway.
_ 7. The reasonableness of the cause of absence shall in each case be decided by the special
justice.

8. Apprenticed labourers adjudged deserters shall be confined to hard labour for any time
not exceeding one week ; those adjudged vagabonds, to hard labour for any time not exceed-
ing two weeks, and to any numberof” stripes not exceeding 15; those adjudged runaways,
to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, and to any number of stripes not ex-
ceeding 30.

g. Any apprenticed labourer convicted of performing his work indolently, carelessly or
negligently, shall for the first offence be adjudged to labour in his employer’s service for any
time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole (in any one week); or in case such labourer be a
non-preedial labourer, to whipping not exqeeding 1§ stripes; for the second offence, if
within two calendar months, to confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding
one week; for the third or any subsequent offence, if within two calendar months of the
first offence, to confinement with hard labour for any time not exceeding one fortnight,
with whipping nct exceeding 20 stripes. A

10. Any
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_10. Any labourer who by the careless use of fire shall wilfully endanger the property of
his employer or any other person, or who shall wantonly injure the property of his employer
intrusted to his care, or who shall ill-use the cattle or other live stock of his emplo et or
who shall by wilful negligence expose his employer’s property to any damage or ani
shall for such offence be adjudged, in the discretion of the justice, either to extra labour in
his employer’s service for any time not exceeding 15 hours in the whole in any one week, or
to confinement to hard labour for any time not exceeding one month, or to any number of
stripes not exceeding 3o lashes, or to any two of such punishments: provided that this
enactment shall not exempt any such labourer from his or her liability to such actions or
prosecutions as other persons of free condition may be subject and liable to in respect of
any such acts by him or her done or omitted, although no such labourer shall be liable to be
so sued or prosecuted both under this order and under such general law as aforesaid.

11. Any apprenticed labourer who shall contumaciously disobey the lawful commands of
his employer shall be liable to any one or any two of the punishments last aforesaid,

12, Any three or more apprenticed labourers who shall agree together to make any re-
sistance to the lawful commands of their employers shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful
conspiracy, and shall be adjudged to confinement to hard labour for any period not exceed-
ing six months, with whipping not exceeding 39 stripes.

13. Any three or more labourers who shall be engaged in a combined and open resistance
to the lawful commands of their employer shall, on conviction, be adjudged to the punish-
ments last aforesaid, or any one of them. -

14. Any apprenticed labourer who shall be in a-state of drunkenness, or who shall be
foundfighting, or who shall conduct himself in an. insolent and insubordinate manner
towardshis employer, or any person in the immediate superintendence of his labour, shall
for every such offence be liable, on conviction, to imprisonment with hard labour for any time
not exceeding one week, or to whipping not exceeding 15 stripes.

15. Provided always, that no woman shall be subject to be punished by whipping for any
offence by her committed, but that in all cases aforesaid in which that punishmentis eutho-
rized, itchall be understood as applying to the case of males only, and that all the offences
in respect of which such punishment may be inflicted on any such male offender, shall
when committed by females, be punished by confinement in the stocks. The stocks to be
employed for that purpose shall all be according to one general model, to be sanctioned by
the Governor, and no female shall for any offence by her committed be confined in the stocks
after sunset or before sunrise, or for more than eight hours in the whole for any one day, or
for more than two days consecutively, or for more than six days on the whole for any one
offence.

16. All the offences aforesaid shall be inquired of by the magistrates having special com-
missions, and not by any other justice of the peace; but any such special magistrate may,
if he shall see occasion, refer any such case for trial to the superior court of the colony.

Cap. VI.

On the Duties to be performed by the Employers towards their Apprenticed Labourers, and
_ the Penalties for their Non-performance.

1. If the employer of any predial apprenticed labourer shall, by force or fraud, protract
the weekly services of such labourer beyond the period by law allowed for that purpose, he
shall forfeit, for the benefit of such labourer, the sum of 1s. in respect of every hour which
such service shall be protracted.

2. It shall be the duty of every such employer to intimate to the labourers in his employ-
ment the commencement and the close of the legal hours of labour, for which purpose a
signal shall be given, in such manner as shall in reference to each plantation have been pre-
viously approved by the special justice of the district. .

3. No apprenticed labourer shall be bound to undertake any task-work, except with his
own free assent to the same, save as hereinafter is excepted.

4. Every contract between the employer and the predial apprenticed labourer, for the
performance of any specific work as a task, and in lieu of the prescribed daily Jabour, or for
the performance of any labour in extra hours, shall by such employer be reduced into writing
and entered in a book to be kept for that purpose on the plantation, which book it shall be
the duty of the special justice to inspect, as often as he shall in manner aforesaid repair to
the several plantations within his district.

5. No contract between the employer and the predial apprenticed labourer for the per-
formance of any such specific or task-work, or for the performance of any labour in extra
hours, shall endure or continue in force, or be binding upon the parties entering into the

same, or either of them, after the expiration of 14 days from the making thereof, unless the
same shall have been made and entered into by such parties in the presence and with the
approbation of such special justice of the peace, or unless, having been entered into in his
absence, the same shall be confirmed and approved by him before the expiration of such
14 days; and every such approbation of any such contract shall by such special justice be
attested under his hand in the book so to be kept as aforesaid.

6. It shall be the duty of the special justice before approving any such contract to ascer-
tain that the terms thereof are distinctly understood by the apprenticed labourers entering
into the same, and that such labourers have entered into such contract freely and volun-

tarily, and that the same is not unreasonable or unjust. I
7 n
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. In every such contract for task-work, or for extra service extending beyond the period
of one fortnight, the nature and amount of the extra labour to be performed, and the amount

of the consideration to be given for the same, and the time and manner of paying such

consideration, shall be distinctly expressed.
8. No contract for such extra service as aforesaid shall continue in force for more than

one year from the day of the date thereof.
g. Upon proof being made, to the satisfaction of such special justice, of the non-payment

of the consideration stipulated for in any such contract as aforesaid, whether for task-work -
or for extra services, it shall be competent to such justice, and he is hereby authorized to
award execution against such employer for the amount of such consideration, and if the
same shall not be paid within one week next (after such award, to issue an attachment
against the produce, utensils and other chattels upon such plantation, which execution and

award shall be respectively in the forms annexed, marked (M.) and (N.)
10. Such execution and attachment as aforesaid shall be executed by the sergeant of the

olice of the district, who shall thereunder seize and sell so much of the produce, utensils

and other chattels as may be found upon such plantation, as may be necessary for the pay-

ment of such debt, delivering over the surplus, if any, to such employer.
11, Any apprenticed labourer violating the terms of such contract as aforesaid for task-

work or for extra services shall be liable to the same pains and penalties as are before pro-

vided in respect of the violation by any such labourer of the duties to be by him performed

in the discharge of the services owing by him by law to such his employer, unless specific

penalties are named in the contract.
12, Every married woman, notwithstanding her coverture, and every child of the age of

12 years and upwards, notwithstanding his infancy, shall be competent to enter into such
contracts as aforesaid for task-work or for extra service.

13. If any employer of any apprenticed labourer, or any person who as manager or other-
wise exercises the authority of the employer over any apprenticed labourer, shall whip, beat,
imprison, confine in the stocks, or otherwise maltreat any such apprenticed labourer, or shall

by way of punishment commit any assault upon his person, such employer or other person
shall incur a penalty, to be imposed by such special justice as aforesaid, not exceeding 5/.,
with imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month in default of the payment of such
fine.

14. In any such case as last aforesaid it shall be competent to any such apprenticed
labourer, instead of preferring his complaint to such special justice, to maintain any civil
suit or action, as in the case ofany other free person, for damages for such assault; and it
shall also be competent to such special justice, if he shall see occasion, to abstain from im-
posing such penalty, and to commit the offender to take his trial for such offence before any
court having jurisdiction in the premises. If any such employer or other person shall be
convicted before any court of competent jurisdiction of any cruelty towards his apprenticed
labourer, or if any such employer or other person shall be twice convicted of inflicting any
corporal punishment, or of making any assault upon the person of any such labourer, then
the labourer may be discharged from his apprenticeship by order of the court before which
such conviction shall be had.

Cap. VII.

On Offences which may be committed by the Apprenticed Labourers against the State, and
the Punishment of such Offences.

1. If any three or more apprenticed labourers shall unite together in any riot or tumul-
tuous assemblage, any justice of the peace who shall be present at the same shall cause a
flag or some other conspicuous signal to be exhibited as a warning to all persons there pre-
sent to separate and disperse quietly.
_2, All persons who at the expiration of 10 minutes from the exhibition of such flag or

signal shall continue present at any such riotous assemblage, shall, on conviction, be liable
to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding 12 months.
_3. No predial attached apprenticed labourer shall reside beyond the limits of the planta-
tion on which he may be resident on the 1st of February next, unless either by the autho-
tity of his employer or with the consent in writing of the special justice of such district.

4. Every labourer found in any place more than five miles distant from his residence,
except in his way to or from some place of public worship, and not having with him a
written pass for that purpose from his employer, or from the special justice ot the district,
shall be liable to be apprehended and detained, and brought before a special justice; and
unless such labourer shall make it appear to the satisfaction of such special justice that he
or she when so found was employed upon his or her lawful occasions, such labourer shall on
conviction be adjudged a vagabond and punished accordingly.

_ 6» If it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of any special justice that any appren-
ticed labourers have without lawful authority established themselves in any part of the
Colony as a distinct community, habitually abandoning and neglecting to perform the duties
imposed upon them by law, such justice of the peace shall cause any such community to be
aisvodged, and, if necessary, shall also cause their habitations to be taken down and

emoved,
_ §. Any labourer convicted of having been a member of any such communityshallbe
liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any term not exceeding six months, and ifa
male, to whipping by any number of stripes not exceeding 39. i

« e qe
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7. If any labourer shall without lawful authority enter into possession of any land beionc.
ing to His Majesty or any other person, it shall be lawful for any special justice to dis-
possess such labourer from such land, and from any buildings thereon erected, and to cause
the same, with all crops growing thereupon, to be delivered up to the owner of such land:
or in case such owner shall not, within one month after such seizure, appear and prefer his
claim to such land, then the special justice shall order the crops, cattle and other goods
seized thereupon to be sold, and the proceeds of such sales to be paid over to the public
treasurer of the Colony.

8. The summary process aforesaid shall not be taken in any case where any such appren-
ticed labourer may have been for two years in the undisturbed possession of any such land,

g. The special justice may further adjudge any apprenticed labourer unlawfully taking
possession of such land to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding three
months, if it should be made to appear to his satisfaction that such possession wastaken
fraudulently and with knowledge that the party had no lawful claim to such possession.

10. No apprenticed labourer shall quit the Colony except with a passport from the
Governor, which passport shall not be granted except with the written consent of the
employer.
ty1. Any labourer quitting or attempting to quit the Colony without such passport shall
be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any term not exceeding six months.

12, All persons whose ordinary occupation is on the sea or on any navigable stream, as
fishermen or mariners, shall be registered as such at the office of the special justice of the
district;and any apprenticed labourer engaging in such occupation without being first so
registered shall be liable to imprisonment with hard labour for any time not exceeding three
months.

1g. All vessels and boats not registered under the Navigation Acts shall be registered at
the office of the special justice of the district, with whom shall be entered the description of
the vessel or boat, the name of the owner, and the place at which the same is usually
moored.

14. No person shall keep a vessel or boat so registered except by a licence from the
Governor.

15. All licensed owners of such boats or vessels shall be bound to moor them when not
actually afloat at the place or places mentioned in such licence.

16. All unlicensed vessels and boats shall be liable to seizure and confiscation; and all
other vessels and boats moored at any place not mentioned in the licence shall be liable to
detention until the owner thereof shall have paid a fine of not less than 20s., nor more
than 51.

17. All persons removing or assisting to remove any apprenticed labourer from the Colony
in any boat or vessel, without a passport from the Governor, shall be liable to a penalty of
501., or to imprisonment for any time not exceeding one month. °

Cap. VIII.

On the Dissolution of the Apprenticeship by Contract or Appraisement.

1. Subject to the regulations hereinafter made, any person being the employer of any
apprenticed labourer in the said Island of Mauritius may by his or her last will, or by deed
under his or her hand or seal, at his or her pleasure, discharge any such apprenticed
labourer, so far as relates to the interest of every such testator or grantor; and every such
discharge shall, as far as relates to the interest of the testator or grantor, as the case may
be, but no further or otherwise, be valid and effectual in the law for the perpetual discharge
of any such apprenticed labourer: provided nevertheless, that no person havingapartial
or temporary interest in any apprenticed labourer may to the extent of such interest effect
his or her discharge gratuitously, unless all other persons having a partial, future or rever-
sionary interest in such apprenticed labourer shall consent, or be parties to such discharge,
or unless such partial, future or reversionary interests shall be purchased in the manner
hereinafter provided.

2. And in order to prevent the fraudulent discharge of apprenticed Jabourers, incompetent
from age or disease to earn their own living, it is further ordered, that in case any such
deed of discharge shall be executed gratuitously and without any valuable consideration
passing to the employer or other person effecting the same, the apprenticed labourer so to
e discharged shall, previously to the actual execution of any such deed, appear before the

special justice for the district in which the apprenticed labourer is resident; and if it shall
appear to the said special justice that such apprenticed labourer is under the age of 14
years or above the age of 50 years, or is labouring under any habitual disease or infirmity
of mind or body, the employer or person effecting such discharge shall, under his or her
hand and seal, execute and deliver to the said special justice a bond to His Majesty in the
penal sum of 50/., with a condition thereunder written for the defeasance thereof if such
apprenticed labourer shall be properly fed, clothed and maintained until the time when the
term of apprenticeship would have expired if such discharge had not been made; and no
such gratuitous discharge shall be valid and effectual in the law until such bond as afore-
said shall be duly executed.

3. Provided nevertheless, that no such bond as aforesaid shall be required in the case of
any discharge by will; but if at the time of the death of the testator the apprenticed
labourer so discharged shall be under the age of 14 years or above the age of 50 years,or

labourine
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jabouring under any such disease or infirmity as aforesaid, the estate of every such testator
shall be liable to, and chargeable with, the maintenance of such apprenticed labourer, as
fully as if the said testator had, in his or her lifetime, executed such bond as aforesaid.

4. And to prevent ignorant apprenticed labourers effecting the purchase of their discharge
from persons unable to make any valid title to the same, it is further ordered and declared,

that it is and shall be lawful for any person, being the employer of any apprenticed labourer
jn the said Colony, to contract with such apprenticed labourer, through the agency of any
such special justice as aforesaid, acting for and on behalf of such apprenticed labourer, but
not otherwise, for the discharge of the said apprenticed labourer, at a price to be agreed
upon between the said employer and the said special justice respectively; and in case of
any such contract, it shall be the duty of the said special justice, on behalf of the said
apprenticed labourer,to satisfy himself that the person proposing to effect the said discharge
has good right andtitle in the law, and is competent to effect the same; and it shall also
be the duty of the said special justice, without fee or reward, to prepare, in every such
case, the proper deed of discharge, which shall in all cases be executed in the presence of

and attested by the said special justice, or some proper Person to be especially appointed
by him to be such witness thereto; and every such deed being so executed, shall by such
special justice be enrolled in the Supreme Court of Civil Justice in and for the said Colony
of Mauritius within one calendar month next after the date and execution thereof; and
in case any such deed shall not be so enrolled by the said special justice within the said
period of one calendar month, the said special justice shall incur and be liable to the pay-
ment of a fine of not less than 102, nor more than 50/.

5. And to provide for the discharge of apprenticed labourers desiring to obtain the same
by purchase, in cases where the employers of such apprenticed labourers may be unwilling
or unable to contract for such discharge, it is hereby further ordered, that if the employer
of any apprenticed labourer in the said Colony of Mauritius, or any person having any
interest in any such apprenticed labourer, shall be unwilling to effect his or her discharge,
or shall, by reason of any mortgage or settlement, or lease or charge upon, or interest in
such apprenticed labourer being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to execute a
valid and effectual discharge of such apprenticed labourer; or if the employer, or any other
person having a charge upon or interest in any such apprenticed labourer shall be a minor,
ora married woman,oridiot, or lunatic; or if the real employer of any such apprenticed
labourer shall be absent from the said Colony, or shall not be known; or if any suit or
action shall be depending in any court of justice in the said Colony, wherein the right to
the service of such apprenticed labourer shall or may be in controversy ; or if the employer
of any such apprenticed labourer shall demand, as the price of his or her discharge, a
greater sum of money than may appear to the said special justice to be the fair and just
value thereof; then and in each and every of the cases aforesaid, the chief civil judge of the
said Colony, on application to him for that purpose made by the said special justice, shall
issue a summons under his hand and seal, requiring the employer of such apprenticed
labourer to appear before him at some convenient time and place to be in such summons for
that purpose appointed, and notice shall be published by the said special justice in the
public gazette of the said Colony of the time and place appointed for the purpose afore-
said, and in such notice all persons having or claiming to have any title or interest to or
in the services of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, either in their own
right or as the agents, guardians, attornies, trustees or representatives of any other person,
shall be required to attend and prefer such claims.

6. At the time appointed for such meeting as aforesaid, the chief civil judge of the said
Colony, in the presence of the said special justice, and also in the presence of the employer of
the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, or upon proof being made to him upon
oath of the due service and publication of such notice as aforesaid, then, if necessary, in
the absence of such employer, shall proceed to hear in a summary way what may be alleged
by the said special justice, and by the employer, or other persons claiming any interest in
the services of the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, and attending in pur-
suance of any such notice; and in case the said parties, or any of them, shall refuse to
effect such discharge at a price approved by the said special justice, or in case it shall be
made to appear to the said chief civil judge that a valid and effectual discharge of such
apprenticed labourer cannot legally be effected by private contract, or that the employer of
such apprenticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon or interest in the services
of such apprenticed labourer, is a minor, or a married woman, or idiot or lunatic, or that
the employer of such apprenticed labourer, or any person having any charge upon or interest
m the services of such a prenticed labourer, is abcent from the said Colony, or is unknown,
or cannot be found, or thet any action is depending in any court ofjustice in such Colony
wherein the right to the services of such apprenticed labourer is in controversy, then and
in every such case the said chief civil judge shall require the special justice and the
employer of such apprenticed labourer, if attending in pursuance of such notice, each to
nominate an appraiser of the value of his or her services for the remainder of such appren-
ticeship, and the said judge shall himself nominate an umpire between such appraisers; but
if such employer, being duly summoned as aforesaid, shall fail 10 attend, or, attending, snall
tefuse or omit to nominate an a praiser, then the said judge shall not only nominate such
umpire as aforesaid, but shallalso nominate an appraiser on behalf of such employer.

7- The appraisers so to be nominated as aforesaid shall be duly sworn by and before the
said chief civil judge, to make a fair and impartial appraisement of the value of the services

ofthe apprenticed labourer so proposed to be discharged, and within seven days nextafter
. auc.
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such their appointment such appraisers shall make a joint valuation of thesaid services
and shall certify such their valuation to the said chief civil judge under their hands and
seals; and in case such joint certificate shall not be so made and delivered to the said
judge within the said term of seven days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner
aforesaid, shall within the next succeeding seven days certify his valuation to the said
judge; and the valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers
or in their default by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered
and enrolled among the records of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice in and for the said
Colony.

8. Provided nevertheless, that if it shall be made to appear to the said judge, within one
calendar month next after such valuation shall have been made, that in the making thereof
the said appraisers or umpire, or any of them, acted fraudulently or unjustly, or under the
influence of any improper motive, or under any mistake as to the nature of their or his duty,
or under any misapprehension of any material matter of fact, then, but not otherwise, it
shall be lawful for the said judge to set aside the said valuation, and to declare the same
to be void, and to direct another valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, for which

purpose new @ praisers and a new umpire shall, in manner aforesaid, be appointed and

sworn, and shall proceed to make a second valuation, which being certified to the said judge
in manner aforesaid, shall be to all intents and purposes binding and conclusive; provided
that such second or any subsequent valuation may in like manner be set aside by any such
judge on the grounds aforesaid, until a valuation 1s made not open to any such objection.

g. Provided also, that if the amount of any such valuation shall not be paid in manner

hereinafter mentioned, within three calendar months next after the enrolment thereof, such

enrolment shall be cancelled.

10. Upon or within three calendar months next after the enrolment in the Supreme Court

of Justice of the said Colony of any such valuation as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any
special justice as aforesaid of such Colony, out of any monies to be supplied to him for
that purpose by the apprenticed labourer proposed to be discharged, to pay to the treasurer
of the said Colony the appraised value of the services of such apprenticed labourer, taking
a receipt in writing from such treasurer for every such payment ; and the chief civil judge
of the said Colony shall, upon application to him for that purpose made by the said special
justice, make an order for the enrolment in the said Supreme Court ofJustice of such receipt;
and the said chief judge shall by such order further proceed to declare and adjudge, that
the apprenticed labourer, by and on behalf of whom such money hath been paid, is dis-

charged; and such apprenticed labourer shall thereupon be and be deemed, taken and

reputed to be discharged, to all intents and purposes, from such apprenticeship.

11. The money to arise from the discharge of any apprenticed labourer by virtue of the
proceedings before mentioned shall remain in the hands of the public treasurer of the said
Colony, and shall bear interest at and after the rate of 5 /. per cent. per annum; and His
Majesty’s revenue in the said Colony shall and is hereby declared to be pledged and
responsible for the due payment of such principal money and interest, or shall, in the
discretion of such treasurer, be invested in the purchase, in his name, of any public funds

or securities of Great Britain and Ireland; and the chief civil judge of the said Colony
shall, and he is hereby authorized, upon application to him for that purpose made, to direct
that the money in the hands of the said treasurer, and the interest aceruing on such money,
or the public funds of Great Britain and Ireland so to be purchased as aforesaid, and the
dividends payable thereupon, shall be the property of theperson or persons who was or
were entitled to the services of such discharged apprenticed labourers, and shalt be subject

and liable to all such and the same uses, trusts, limitations, conditions, mortgages, claims

and demands, of what nature or kind soever, as such services were subject unto at such

time of the discharge of such apprenticed labourer; and the said treasurer shall hold the said

money, and the interest accruing thereupon, or the said public funds and dividends, subject

to such order as such chief judge of the said Colony may, upon a summary a plication of

any person interested therein, and upon notice to all other persons intereste therein, or

their agents, see fit to make; and such principal money and interest shall by such treasurer

be paid and disposed of in pursuance of and in obedience to any such order.

12. It shall and may be lawful for the chief civil judge of the said Colony to make

and prescribe, and from time to time to revoke and alter, as occasion may require, all such

rules and orders as may be necessary for the regular and proper exercise of the jurisdiction

hereby in him vested, and for regulating the proceedings of all persons who may be parties

to or interested in any question so depending before him.

Cap. IX.

On the Removal of Predial Apprenticed Labourers from one Plantation to another.

In every case in which, according to the provisions of the said Act of Parliament,the

consent of the justice of the peace shall be necessary for the transfer of any apprenticed

labourer from one plantation to another, every such transfer shall be given and attested in

the Form annexed, marked with the letter (O.), and shall, within one month after thedate

thereof, be recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose by the special justice of the

district to which such apprenticed labourer shall belong.
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Car. X.

On the Apprenticeship of Children.

Every indenture of apprenticeship to be made and entered into by any such special Order in Council.
‘ustice as aforesaid, in pursuance of the said Act of Parliament, on behalf of any children

dFany apprenticed labourers shall be in the form annexed, markedwith the letter (P.),and

shall be kept and recorded in the office of the special justice for the district to which such

spprentioed,child may belong.

Car. XI.

On the Alienation by Sale, Inheritance or Will, of the Services of Apprenticed Labourers.

The right or interest of any employer or employers to and in the services of any such
apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, shall, upon the death of any such employer, pass to and
become vested in such and the same person or persons as, if the said Act had not been
passed, would, by will or descent, as the case may be, have been entitled to such appren-
ticed labourer as his, her or their slave; and such right or interest shall pass and be trans-
ferable, inter vivos, in such manner and form, and under and by virtue of such deeds,
instruments and conveyances, as slaves have hitherto been transferable and have passed in
the said Colony.

Provided always, that no such apprenticed labourer shall be publicly or privately
exhibited, or be liable or compelled to attend in person at the time or place of any sale or
transfer of his or her services.

Car. XII.

On the Relation in which the Apprenticed Labourers will stand towards the State.

No apprenticed labourer shall, during the continuance of his or her apprenticeship, be
liable or competent to serve His Majesty in any civil office or in any military capacity
within the said Colony, or to enjoy or exercise any political franchise therein.

Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall exempt any such apprenticed
labourer from the obligation of rendering to His Majesty any service, civil or military,
which, in case or in the prospect of any invasion, rebellion or any great public exigency,
may by His Majesty, or by the Governor for the time being of the said Colony, or by any
other Jawful authority, be imposed upon him.
Provided also, that nothing herein contained extends or shall be construed to disqualify

any such apprenticed labourer from undertaking and discharging any office or employment
in the service of any corporate or ecclesiastical body, or of any person or persons, in cases
where such employments or offices may not be connected with the discharge of any military
or political duties.
 

FORMS referred to in the foregoing OnpEr in Councit.

(A.)}—WARRANT.

Mauritius,) To of District, and all other Officers of Police in the
to wit. Colony of Mauritius.

Forasmuch as of » in the district aforesaid, apprenticed labourer,
hath this day been charged before me, __y one of His Majesty’s special justices of
the peace for the Colony aforesaid, on the oath of a credible witness, for that he the said

on, &c. at, &e. did, &c. These are therefore to
command you, in His Majesty’s name, forthwith to apprehend and bring before me, or some
other of His Majesty’s special juatices of the

 

peace in and for the said district, the body of
the said to answer unto the said charge, and to be further dealt with according
tolaw. Herein fail you not.

Given|under my hand and seal the day of , in the year of our

(B.)\—-SUMMONS.

To of in the Colony of Mauritius.
Whereas a complaint on oath hath been preferred to me by of ?that you the said did, on the ' day of in the year of our Lord

Majesty’ [here state the complaint in general terms). Now, I, » one of Hisajesty’s special justices of the peace in and for the said Colony, do hereby summon
and require you the said to attend before me at in the of
278 in the said Colony, at the hour of in the of the

day
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day of in this present year 18 _, then and there to answer the matters: of gaid
complaint.

Given under my hand and seal this day of in the year of our
Lord .

(C.}—-SUMMONS.

To of in the Colony of Mauritius.

These are to require you to attend and be personally present at the hour of in
the of the day of 18 = ,at in the of

» then and there to be examined before me as a witness, touching and con-
cerning the matters of a certain complaint depending before me on the behalf of
against

Given under my hand and seal this day of » in the year of our
Lord es

 

(D.)—RECOGNIZANCE.

Mauritius, A. B., of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to
to wit. } our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, in the sum of

pounds; C. D., of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to
our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, in the sum of pounds; ©
E. F., of in said Colony, acknowledges himself to be indebted to our
Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, in the sum of unds. Upon
condition that the said A. B. do personally appear before me, or any oneof |His Majesty’s
special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of Mauritius, on the day of

at in the aforesaid, there to answer the complaint of
» and do not depart without leave, then this recognizance to be void, or else to

remain in full force.

Taken and acknowledged the day of _ 183. , before me, ,
one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace for the Colony of Mauritius.

 

(E.)}—COMMITMENT.

oe}To Sergeant of Police, and all other Police Officers whom this may
to wit. concern.

Whereas was this day brought and charged before me, one of His Majesty’s
special justices of the peace in and for the Colony of Mauritius, on the complaint of

, with, &c. And whereas, having thought proper to adjourn the hearing of
hath » although by mesuch complaint for further inquiry, the said

required, and does to‘End sureties for his personal appearance before me, or
some other special justice of the peace, on the day of at
to answer the premises. These are therefore, in His Majesty’s name, to command you the
said sergeant of police; and all other officers of police, safely to convey the said
and to deliver him to the keeper of » requiring you the said keeper to receive
and safely to keep the said , until he shall find sureties or otherwise be discharged
by due course of law.

Given under my hand and seal this day of , in the year of our
Lord .

 

(F.)}—CONVICTION by one Special Justice of the Peace.
Mauriti
towit. In the day of

Be it remembered, that on the of , in the ycar of our Lord
, at in the Colony of Mauritius, is convicted before me,

, one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace for said Colony, for that
he the said did, &e. And I, the said special justice, adjudge the said

» for his said offence, to

Given under my hand and seal the day and year first above mentioned.
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(G.)}—CONVICTION.

Mauritius, .to wit. } In the day of

Be. it remembered, that on the of , in the year of our Lord
» at in the Colony of Mauritius, is convicted before us,

of His Majesty’s specialAustices of the peace in and for the Colony of Mauritius,

in sessionsassembled, or that he the said did 3 and we the

said special justices adjudge the said , for his said offence, to

Given under our respective hands and seals, the day and year first above mentioned.

 

(H.)—COMMITMENT.

Whereas was thisday brought before me the undersigned special justice of

the peace in and for the Colony of Mauritius, on a complaint that he the said

did, &c. ; and I the said justice of the peace, having inquired into the circum-

stances of the case, and having deemed it to be of such a nature as ought to be tried before

a supreme court of criminaldnatice, do hereby commit the said to >

{here to be detained until discharged by due course of law. These are therefore, in His

Majesty’s name, to command you, , constable, and all other officers of police,

safely to convey the said to the keeper of ’requiring you the said

keeper to receive and safely to keep the said until he be discharged by due

course of law.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of » in the year of our
Lord .

 

(L)+-WARRANT.

To

Whereas on the day of » I did issue to of in
the Colony of Mauritius, my summons, requiring to attend before me at
in the of in the said Colony, at the hour of in the
of the day of in this present year of , then and there to
give evidence touching and concerning the matters of a certain complaint preferred to me
by against ; and whereas the service of the summons on the said

hath been made to appear to me on the oath of one credible witness, and yet the
said hath refused or neglected to appear at the time andplace 80 appointed.
Now you are hereby authorized and required to arrest the person of the said
and to bring before me at the hour of in the of the

day of » at in the of in the said
Colony; and for so doing this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, this day of , in the year of our
Lord .

 

(K.)—COMMITMENT.

To , Constable.

Whereas having before me, as a witness upon a certain complaint
depending before me on behalf of against , on this day of

. 183 , at in the of in the Colony of Mauritius,
without lawful cause hath refused to answer the questions (copy of which questions is
hereunder written) then and there proposed to , touching the subject of such
hearing and inquiry. Now I do hereby authorize and require you to detain the said

_ in in the of , there to remain until shall
submit to touching the subject of such hearing and inquiry; and for so doing
this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, at this day of » in the
year of our Lord

 

(L.)—FORM of Declaration.

Form of the Declaration to be delivered by every Employer, specifying his intentions
respecting the mode of maintaining his Apprenticed Labourers.

14. B., , in the town [parish or district] of , in the Colony of
Mauritius, do hercby declare my intention to be to maintain the apprenticed labourers em-

278. - ployed
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ployed by me, whose names are hereinafter enumerated, in the manner stated, with ref
to each of such apprenticed labourers, in the note or memorandum set oppositeto thename
of each in such memorandum.

. I.

M. + ottN By the cultivation of the ground
Oo to be by them appropriated
P. for that purpose,

Q.
R.

st By an allowance of provisions.

U.

V.| Partly by an allowance of provi-
W.| sions, and partly by the culti-
X.{ vation of ground to be to them
Y. appropriated for that purpose.

¢

 

(M.}-AWARD or Sentence,

Mauritins,} Whereas proof having been made to'the satisfaction of the district sessions of
towit. Jspecialjustices, held on the day of | , at plantation

» in district No. , in the Colony of Mauritius, that hath not paid
to the sum of , being the amount stipulated to be paid by

to , for work and labour done and performed, according to a contract
bearing date the day of 3 it is hereby awarded that the said
do pay to the said the said sum of » free of all deductions whatso-
ever, within days after the date of this award, on pain, in default thereof, of a levy
being made upon the property of the said .

Thus done and awarded, at » in the parish of » in the Colony afore-
said, this day of 183 .

 

(N.)}—WARRANT of Execution,

Mauritius,) Whereas at the district sessions of special justices, held on the day of
to wit. at ,in district No. , in the Colony of Mauritius, it

was awarded that of should pay to the sum of
free of all deductions whatsoever, within daysaftet the date of that award, on pain, in
default thereof, of a-levy being made upon the property of the said 3 and whereas
the said: hath not paid the said sum of to the said , although
the time allowed for the payment thereof hath expired. These are, therefore, to command

you to levy the said sum of by distress, and sale of the goods and chattels or

other property of the said ; and it is hereby ordered and directed, the goods and

chattels so to be distrained to be sold and disposed of within days after such levy,
unless the said sum of , for which such distress shall be made, together with the

reasonable charges of taking and keeping such distress, shall be sooner paid. And you are
hereby also commanded to certify unto what you shall have done by virtue of
this warrant.

Givenunder ’ hand and geal, this day of » in the year of our
or .
 

(O.}—ACT of Transfer.

Mauritius,|_ Be it known that we of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace
to wit. fin and for the Colony of Mauritius, having ascertained that the transfer of the

hereinafter mentioned preedial apprenticed labourers, at present attached to plantation
in the parish of , in the Colony aforesaid, belonging to , from said planta-
tion to plantation _ , in the parish of in the said Colony, also-belonging to

, will not have the effect of separating any of the said attached preedial appren-
ticed labourers from his or her wife or husband, parent or children, or from any person oF

persons reputed to bear any such relation to him or her, and that such transfer will not

probably be injurious to the health or welfare of said attached preedial apprenticed labourers;
do hereby consent that the said , who is entitled to the services of said predial
apprenticed laborrers, do transfer to said plantation the services of
attached predial apprenticed labourers. This act of transfer to be recorded in the colo-
nial registrar’s office within one month from the date hereof.

Given under our respective hands and seals, at , in the parish of ,
in the Colony aforesaid, this day of 183 .
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(P.}—INDENTURE of Apprenticeship.

This indenture, made the day of in the year of our Lord 183 , between
A. B., one of His Majesty’s special justices of the peace in and for said Colony, for and
on the behalf of C. D., an infant aged years, of the quarter of in the said
Colony, of the one part; and E. F. of _. in said Colony, ofthe other part. Whereas
E. F. (the employer) hath agreed with the said A. B. (the special justice) to take the said
C. D. (the apprentice) as his apprentice for the term of years, to be taught and
qnstructed in the trade or business of » in consideration and subject to the terms
and conditions hereinafter contained. Now this indenture witnesseth, that in pursuance of
the said agreement .and in virtue of the ordinance in this case made and provided, he the
said E. I’. (the employer), doth hereby for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators,
covenant, promise and agree with and to the said A. B. (the special justice), in the manner
following, that is to say: That he the said E. F’. (the employer), shall and will during the
term of years, according to the best of his skill and knowledge, teach and instruct,
or cause to be taught and instructed the said C.D, (the apprentice), in the trade or busi-
ness of , and all and every the matters and things whatsoever incident or relating
thereto; and also shall and will, during the said term, find and provide the said C. D. (the
apprentice), with suitable and sufficient diet, clothing, lodging and medical attendance, in a
like and equal manner with the rest of apprenticed labourers in this Colony, and according
to the said ordinance in such case made and provided, and to all other ordinances or laws
which may hereafter be made touching or concerning the clothing, feeding, lodging and
medical attendance of apprenticed labourers in this Colony ; and shall also allow to the said
C. D. such reasonable time and opportunity for education and religious instruction, as shall
be appointed or assigned by a special justice of the peace of the district in which the said
C. D. shall reside. And in consideration of the covenants. and agreements hereinbefore
contained on the part of the said E. F. (the employer), he the said A. B. (the special jus-
tice), hath placed and bounden, and by these presents doth place and bind the said C. D.
(the apprentice), as a apprenticed labourer, unto and with the said #. F. (the
employer), for the said term or period of years, to be computed from the date of
these presents; and doth hereby, for and on the behalf ofthesaid C. D. (the apprentice),
to and with the said E. J’. (the employer), covenant, promise and declare that he the said
C. D. (the apprentice) shall and will, during all and every part of the said term of
ears, truly and faithfully serve the said E. F. (the employer), as a " apprenticed
abourer in the said trade and business of , and diligently attend to the business
and concerns thereof, according to the rules, regulations and laws now or hereafter to be in
force of and concerning apprenticed labourers in this Colony.

In witness whereof, I the said » Special justice as aforesaid, for and on behalf
of the said C. D., have hereuato set my hand and seal, and the said E. I. hath also set his
hand and seal in my presence, at in the Colony aforesaid, the day and year first
above written.

(signed) C.C.G.

 

- -No. 17.—

ANTIGUA, &c.

ORDER in Councit, 31 July 1835, declaring that adequate and satisfactory Provision hath
been made in the Colonies of Antigua, Bermuda, Bahamas, St. Christopher’s, Dominica,
Grenada, St. Lucia, Trinidad, Mauritius and the Cape of Good Hope, for giving effect to
an Act of Parliament, made in the gd & 4th year of His present Majesty, for the
Abolition of Slavery.

AT the Court at St. Jamee’s, the 31st of July 1835.

Present,

The Krno’s Most Excellent Majesty.

Lord President. Viscount Howick.
Lord Chamberlain. Lord Auckland.
Earl of Albemarle. Lord Glenelg.
Lord John Russell. Sir John Hobhouse, Bart.
Viscount Palmerston. The Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Viscount Melbourne.

Wuereas by an Act ofParliament, made and passed in the 3d &4th year of the reign of
His present Majesty, intituled, “An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British
Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the
Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves,” it is enacted, that from and after
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the ist day of August 1834, all persons who, in conformity with the laws now in- force inthe saidColonies respectively, shall on or before the ist day of August 1834 have been
duly registered as slaves in any such Colony, and who on the said 1st day of August 18
shall be actually within any such Colony, and who shall by such registries appear to be on
the said 1st day of August 1834 of the full age of six years or upwards, shall by force and
virtue of the said Act, and without the previous execution of any indenture of 2 prentice-
ship, or any other deed or instrument for that purpose, become and be apprenticed labourers:
And whereas by the said Act it is further enacted, that subject to the obligations imposed
by the said Act, or to be imposed as therein mentioned, upon such apprenticed labourers as
aforesaid, all and every the persons who on the said 1st day of August 1834 shall be holden
in slavery within any such British Colony as aforesaid, shall upon and from and after the
said ist day of August 1834 become and be, to all intents an purposes, freed and dis.
charged of and from all manner of slavery, and shall be absolutely and for ever manumitted;
and that the children thereafter to be born to any such persons, and the offspring of such
children, shall in like manner be free from their birth; and that from and after the said
ist day of August 1834 slavery shall be and is thereby utterly and for ever abolished and
declared unlawful throughout the British Colonies, plantations and possessions abroad:
And whereas by the said Act it is provided that the Lords Commissioners of HisMajesty’s
Treasury may raise the sum of 20,000,000/. sterling towards compensating thepersons
entitled to the services of the slaves to be manumitted and set free by viziue of the said
Act, for the loss of such services.
And whereas in the said Act it is recited that various rules and regulations are or ma be

necessary for the purposes therein specified, and that such regulations could not without
great inconvenience be made, except by the respective Governors, Councils andAssemblies,
or other local Legislatures of the said respective Colonies, or by His Majesty with the
advice of his Privy Council, in reference to those Colonies to which the legislativeauthority
«f His Majesty in Council extends; and it is therefore by the said Act enacted anddeclared
that nothing in the said Act contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent
the enactment, by the respective Governors, Councils and Assemblies, or by such other
local Legislatures as aforesaid, or by His Majesty with the advice of His Privy Council, of
any such Acts of General Assembly, or Ordinances or Orders in Council, as might be
requisite for making and establishing such several rules and regulations as aforesaid, or any
of them, or for carrying the same or any of them into full and complete effect.
And whereas it is by the said Act further enacted, that no part of the said sum of

20,000,009/. sterling shall be applied or shall be applicable to the purposes therein afore-
said, for the benefit of any person entitled to the services of any slave in any of the Colonies
therein aforesaid, unless an Order shall have been first made by His ajesty, with the
advice of His Privy Council, declaring that adequate and satisfactory provision hath been
made by law in such Colony for giving effect to the said Act, by such farther and supple-
mentary enactments as therein mentioned; nor unless a copy of such Order in Council,
duly certified by one of the Clerks in ordinary of His Majesty’s Privy Council, shall by the
word President of the Council have been transmitted to the Lords Commissioners of His
Majesty’s Treasury, or to the Lord High Treasurer for the time being, for their or his
guidance or information; and every such Order shall be published three several times in
the London Gazette, and shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament within six weeks
next after the date thereof, if Parliament shall be then in session, and if not, within six
weeks from the then next ensuing session of Paiament.
And whereas, in order to carry into effect the objects of the said recited Act, an Act hath

been passed by the Governor, Council and Assembly of the Island of Antigua, intituled,
“ An Act for relieving the Slave Population from the obligations imposed upon them by the
recent Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, inti-
tuled, «An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting
the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled
to the Services of such Slaves.’” And an Act hath also been passed by the Governor, Coun-
cil and Assembly of the Island of Bermuda, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery
in these Islands, in consideration of Compensation.” And an Act hath also been passed by
the Lieutenant-governor, Council and Assembly of the Bahama Islands, intituled, “ An Act
auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament, intituled, ‘An Act for the Abolition of
Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted
Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of such Slaves ;’”
and also an Act, intituled,**An Act to provide for the payment of Salaries to certain Spe~
cial Magistrates therein designated, and to repeal certain clauses or sections of an Act of
the General Assembly, made and passed in the fourth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled,
‘ An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperial Parliament, intituled, An Act for theAbolition
of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the Industry of the Manumitted
Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Servicesof such Slaves ;’”
and also an Act, intituled, “An Act to amend an Act of the General Assemblyof‘these
Islands, intituled, ‘An Act auxiliary to an Act of the Imperia! Parliament, intituled,
An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the
industry of the manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto entitled to the
services of such Slaves,’” And certain Acts have also been passed by the Lieutenant-gover-
nor, Council and Assembly of the Island of St. Christopher, respectively intituled, “ An
Act for the Abolition of Slavery in this Island, and for the establishment of a system of
Apprenticeship for a limited time, in lieu thereof ;” “ An Act for prescribing the Power and

uties
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Duties of Special Magistrates ;” “ An Act to divide Apprenticed Labourers into several
Classes ;” “ An Act to provide for Apprenticed Labourers during the Term of their Appren-
ticeship ;” “ An Act for prescribing the Duties and regulating the Conduct of Apprenticed
Labourers within this Island;” “An Act for prescribing the Duties to be performed by
Employers towards their Apprenticed Labourers, and to enforce the Performance of the
same;” “An Act to regulate the removal of Preedial Apprenticed Labourers from one Plan-
tation to another, to establish certain Rules to govern the Sale of the Services of all
classes of Apprenticed Labourers, and the disposition thereof by Will, as well as to
regulate the descent of the same in cases of Intestacy;” “An Act for dividing this
Island into Districts, and for establishing a sufficient Police within the same;” “ An
Act to punish Apprenticed Labourers for Offences against the public welfare;” and
« An Act to regulate the dissolution of Apprenticeship by the voluntary act of the Em-
ployer, and to compel such dissolution in cases where the Labourer is able and willing to
purchase his or her discharge from Apprenticeship ;” and also an Act intituled “ An Act to
extend to the Island of Anguilla the several Acts passed by the Island of St. Christopher
pursuant to an Act of Parliament made in the gd & 4th of William 4th, intituled ‘ An Act
for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting the industry of
the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hithertoentitled-to the Services
of such Slaves,’ except as hereinafter provided.” And an Act hath also been passed by the
Lieutenant-gcevernor, Council and Assembly ofthe Island of Dominica, intituled “‘ An Act for
the Abolition of Slavery in this Island in consideration of Compensation, and for promoting the
Industry of the Manumitted Slaves.” And an Act hath also been passed by the Lieutenant-
governor, Council and Assembly of the Island of Grenada, intituled “ An Act for carrying
into effect the provisions of an Act of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland,
assed in the 3d & qth years of the reign of His present Majesty King William the Fourth,

for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ;” and also an Act intituled
“ An Act to amend an Act intituled ‘An Act for carrying into effect the provisions ofan Act
of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, passed in the 3d & 4th years of
the reign of His present Majesty King William the Fourth, for the Abolition of Slavery
throughout the British Colonies, and to make further provision for the purposes in the said
Act mentioned.’” And three several Orders have also been made by His Majesty in Coun-
cil for carrying into effect, in the respective Colonies of St. Lucia,Trinidad and Mauritius,
the provisions of the said recited Act of Parliament. And an Ordinance hath also been
made and passed by the Governor and Legislative Council of the Cape of Good Hope,
intituled “ An Ordinance for giving due effect to the provisions of an Act of Parliament
passed in the gd & 4th year of the reign of His Majesty King William the Fourth, inti-
tuled ‘ An Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies, for promoting
the Industry of the Manumitted Slaves, and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled
to the services of such Slaves.’”
And whereas it is considered by His Majesty in Council, that adequate and satisfactory

provision hath been made by law, in the respective Islands and Colonies of Antigua, Ber-
muda, Bahamas, St. Christopher, Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia, Trinidad, Mauritius and
the Cape of Good Hope, for giving effect to the said recited Act of Parliament, by such
further and supplementary enactments as therein mentioned, according to the true intent.
and meaning of the said Act.
His Majesty is therefore pleased, by and with the advice of His Privy Council, to declare,

and it is hereby declared, that adequate and satisfactory provision hath been made by law
in the several and respective Islands and Colonies of Antigua, Bermuda, Bahamas, St.
Christopher, Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia, Trinidad, Mauritius and the Cape of Good
Hope, for giving effect to the said recited Act of Parliament, by such further and supple-
mentary enactments as therein are mentioned. And the Right honourable the Marquis of
Lansdowne, the President of His Majesty's Privy Council, and the Right honourable Lord
Glenelg, one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, are to give the necessary
directions herein, as to them may respectively appertain.
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