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George Murray ; dated 3d September 1829 : (Seven Enclosures) - - P 3

2.—Copy of a Despatch from Viscount Goderich to Lieut.-Gen. Sir Charles Colville,
G. C.B.; dated 15th January 1831 - - - - - - - p 8y

8.—Copy of a Despatch from the same to the same; dated 15th January 1831 - p. go

4.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieut.-Gen. Sir Charles Colville to Sir G. Murray; dated
a5th January 1830: (13 Enclosures) - - - . . . P-97

5.—Copy of a Despatch from Viscount Goderich to Lieut.-Gen. Sir Charles Colville,
G.C.B.; dated 17th April1831 - - . . . . . . pay

6.—Copy of a Despatch from the same to the same ; dated 17th April1831 - P- 221
7.—Copy of a Despatch from Sir Charles Colville to Sir G. Murray ; dated gth Auguss
1830 ; (Six Enclosures) = - = = - - < - < p.as8
8 —Copy of a Despatch from Viscount Goderich to Sir Charles Colville ; dated 1gth
April1831 - - - . . - P-32




PROTECTORS OF SLAVES. 3

PROTECTORS OF SLAVES REPORTS.

Parr VIL.-MAURITIUS.

Ne° 1.

DESPATCH from Lieut.-Gen. Sir Charles Colville, G.C. B. to Secretary
' Sir George Murray, &c. &c. &c.

(With Seven Enclosures.)

Sir, Mauritius, 3d September 1829.

THE regular period of the year having arrived, at which the Protector of Slaves
is directed to make up his Report of the duties performed by him in the six months
preceding, I have thought it desirable that, although the office had existed here but
little more than three, the Report should still be furnished up to the 24th of June;
and have now the honour to transmit the same, with its explanatory documents,
in number 13. I further do myself the honour of inclosing w0 you a Return,
wlich it was not within the functions of the Protector to furnish, being one stating
the whole of the manumissions which have taken place under this government
within the last 12 months, and which I trust cannot fail of being satisfactory
to you,

fn respect of the Protector of Slaves himself, I beg to be allowed to express
myself as assured of the zeal and correctness of intention with which he is carrying
on the duties of an office in which every thing is quite new to bim; and as hoping
that, unfavourable as his Report is in some particulars, it may, even on his part,
be considered as holding out the prognostic of improvement; while, on my own,
I entertain not the least apprehension that the succeeding ones will become more
and more creditable to the colony.

For what I have to say in explanation of such opinion, it appears to me that the
mode of giving my remarks upon the distinct paragraphs of the Report may be the
most desirable one to you, and in that idea I have the honour to annex a Paper in
that form.

The transmission of this despatch having been unavoidably delayed until the pre-
sent time, I am enabled to inclose, for the information of his Majesty’s Government,
an Ordinance, No. 49, which has passed the council and been promulgated in this
colony, being to correct an error in the 21st Article of the French version of
Ordinance, No. 43. (See remarks on paragraph of Protector’s Report, No. 14.)

I take advantage of the same occasion to apprize you, that on the representation
of the Protector of Slaves, that the employment of a third clerk in his office was
indispensably necessary, I have authorized Mr. Thomas to engage one at a salary
of 71 a month, over and above the establishment reported to you in my despatch
of the 22d of February last, No. 11; and I bave further the honour to acquaint
you, that in consequence of the accompanying correspondence which bas passed
between the Protector of Slaves, the Chief Judge, the Procureur-general and
myself, I have allowed Mr. Thomas to employ an avoué (to be paid by Govern-
ment) in all cases, where such legal assistance shall be rcquisite, in order the
better to epable the Protector to defend the interests of his clients, the slave popu-
lation. (See remarks on paragraph of Report, No. 20.) ) )

The Procureur-general having now furnished the explanations which I had
called for through the Chicf Judge, in consequence of the observations contained
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in the 8th and gth paragraphs of the Protector’s Report, copies of my letter to
Mr. Blackburn, and of his Honour’s reply, and the originals of M. Foisy’s expla-
nations are herewith forwarded.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble Servant,
(signed) Charles Cotville.

REPORT of the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, to His Excellency Lieut.-Gen. the
Hon. Sir Charles Colville, G. C. B. Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &e. &c. from
20th March to 24th June 1829 :—(With 13 Papers of Reference.)

Par. 1. IN compliance with the 10th Article of the Ordinance in Council, No. 43, published
on the 7th February last, for the amelioration of the condition of the slave population of this
colony and its dependencies, the Protector and Guardian of Slaves has the honour to
present to his Excellency the Governor this his first Report of the manner in which the
duties of his office have been fulfilled since the 20th of March, the day on which the
Ordinance came into legal operation.

2. Previous, however, to entering into the detail of his Report, the Protector would offer
a few preliminary remarks on the circumstances that occurred previous to the promulgation
of the Ordinance, in order to show their connection with the opposition made to the first
measure adopted by him, with a view to facilitate and insure an efficient discharge of the
arduous and important duties imposed upon him. .

3. The unavoidable delay in publishing the Ordinance would, it was expected, by allowing
time for reason and reflection to overcome prejudice, have tended to calm the excitement
which was so unequivocally manifested by the planters on the Protector’s arrival; an
excitement which had its origin in an erroneous opinion of the nature of the Protector’s
functions, as well as in an unfounded rumour, attributing to him a bias unfavourable to the
best interests of the colony.

4. But the advantage thus anticipated was not altogether realized ; for although, in the
interval between the arrival of the Protector and the promulgation of the Ordinance, much
had been successfully done by his Excellency towards allaying the groundless fears and
apprehensions of the planters, the discontent manifested itself anew upon the appearance
of the Government Orger of the 13th February ; which, although bearing date sooner, was
published coeval with the circular letter (a copy of which is annexed, No. 1) addressed by
the Protector to his assistants, announcing, amonE other matters, his intended visit to the
respective quarters of the island, for the purpose therein mentioned.

5 This appeared the more extraordinary when it was remembered, that soon after the
Protector’s arrival, when his Excellency presented him to a deputation of planters delegated
to convey to his Excellency their fears on that occasion, they expressed themselves perfectly
satisfied with the explanation the Protector then gave, re ative to the attributions of the
office he was about to assume, and in which he distinctly told them, that although it would
be his duty to protect the slaves from any oppression or injury to which their unfortunate
situation might expose them, and in all cases to obtain for them strict justice, yet it was not
intended that he sﬁzuld defend their cause, right or wrong; on the contrary, it would be
his special care to impress upon their minds, that the measure of protection afforded to
them would be proportionate to their good conduct, industry and obedience to their
masters.

6. Under these circumstances the Protector was totally unprepared for the opposition
that was made by the planters to his intended visit to the respective districts; a measure
which he then felt assured, and which subsequent occurrences have proved, would
have been beneficial both to the master and the slave; and although the dissatisfaction
it produced appeared at the time to render a suspension of it desirable, it was a source of
{;ratiﬁcation to the Protector to know that the measure was not disapproved of by his Excel-

ency, to whom he had the honour of addressing a letter, dated the 14th March, wherein the
Protector’s sentiments on this subject are so fully explained, as to render further remark
unnecessary.

Having thus premised, the Protector will now proceed to advert to the different branches
ofl his official duty, as enjoined by the Ordinance; the first and most prominent of which
relates to .

COMPLAINTS.

7. Which amount in number to 43, agreeable to the accompanying Abstract, No. 2, and
which are circumstantially detailed in the Appendix annexed to it. Of these, 21 were found,
some groundless, and others correct but frivolous, and the parties admonished according to
circumstances ; 13 were proved to be false and malicious, and in some instances attended
by a disposition to tumult and insubordination, and therefore were awarded different degrees
of punishment, which was invariably inflicted at the respective plantations, as an example to
the rest of the slaves, in their presence, and in that of the Assistant Protector of the district,
who was uniformly directed to assemble them, and by addressing them in the Creole dialect,
to make them clearly understand, that it was with regret the Protector saw himself com-~
pelled to have recourse to such measures; but that he thought he could not better discharge
the arduous duty confided to him, than by bringing them to a full sense of their duty to their

masters,
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masters, and to those acting under their authority ; and that it was upon the exact observ-
ance of those duties, and upon their good conduct and industry, the title of the slaves to the
beneficent intentions of His Majesty’s Government could be best founded ; and that although
the Protector was always disposed to act the part of a father and a friend towards them in
all cases where his interference could be justly required, yet that he should expect from them
in return the conduct of good and dutiful children, and as such it was his determination to
discourage and suppress all false and malicious complaints, and above all, the least disposition
to insubordination and tumult. Four cases of this latter kind did however occur; two (Nos.
19 and 30) in the quarter of Grand Port; another (No. 27) in that of  Rivi¢re du Rempart;”
and the last (No. 33) at Flacq. To this last place the Protector proceeded, and investigated
the complaint in person, assisted by his assistant of the district, and caused three of the ring-
leaders to be punished on the spot, as is set forth in the Appendix. One case only (No. 38)
has occurred to call for the infliction of the full number ot stripes which the law permits
the Protector to award, and which was on a slave belonging to Mons. Daubigny, of Flacq,
whose complaint was not only false and malicious, but his general conduct was marked by so
many acts of insubordination, theft, and attempts to entice his comrades from their duty,
that the Protector deemed it highly necessary to make a severe example of him by ordering
him to receive 50 stripes.

8. “ There are nine cases denounced to the Procureur-General for prosecution, and one
remains to be sent to him. On reference to the annexed List, No. 3, it will be seen, that
judgment has been given in five of them, whereby, in two cases, the owners were condemned
to pay each 2/, being the minimum of the penalty imposed for putting chains on children
under the age of 15, and that in each of the other three a penalty of 20, with costs, was
exacted, being also the smallest fine (the maximum being 200l.) for excessive and illegal
punishment. '

9. « In offering an observation upon these proceedings the Protector would disclaim
any intention to question in the remotest degree the impartiality of these decisions; but
looking to the slow and tedious mode of procedure by procés-verbal, and written interroga-
tories practised in the Court of first instance, it were not surprising if many circumstances,
bearing essentially on the turpitude of the case, were, from not being recorded in evidence,
to escape attention; it is to this cause the Protector would attribute the absence of discri-
mination that appears in awarding the penalties in the cases alluded to. He is not aware
whether the amount of the penalties, which, at the instance of the Ministére Publique the
Court is prayed to inflict, be the result of his own reflection, or of directions from his Prin-
cipal the Procureur-General; in either case public justice is thwarted unless the fine be

apportioned to the different shades of guilt which mark the offence. Hitherto the judg-’

ments of the court in these cases have not been notified in the usual. nor indeed in any
other, form to the Protector, nor has he received any notice of trial in either, although the
cause of action was denounced by him. The interest of the slave, as well as that of the
Public, would appear to require the observance of these formalities, whilst a liberal inter-
pretation of the spirit of the 8th article of the Ordinance would seem to command it. Be
that as it may, the Protector feels it to be his duty to state, that upon special application
being made to the Procureur-General for information upon some of these identical cases,
with a view to report their final result, it has been tacitly denied him, and his letters upon
that and other official business for the last two months have been treated with such appa-
rently intentional silence, that the Protector feels himself called upon, on public grounds,
to report the same to his Excellency as the cause of any inefficiency that may appear in
this Report, with reference to a detail of the legal proceedings in these cases, and as being
injurious to the interests of the slave population, and to those of the community, so far as
they are concerned with the department over which the Protector presides. An instance
of the latter might be cited in the person of the Protector himself, eriginating in the com-
plaint, No. 6, of List No. 3, to which it is necessary to allude, not only on this account,
but also on that of the contradictory evidence connected with it. It is that made by a
slave-girl named Celine, aged 10 years, a%ainst her master, Sieur Lac_ondray, a broker,
residing in Port Louis, for cruelty. It is fully detailed in the Appendix. But, however
true it may be that the girl was cruelly beaten, there is nothing to oppose to the master’s
extraordinary denial, supported by that of his two slaves, said to have assisted at the punish-
ment, but the child’s own declaration, and the fact certified by the surgeon, that when she
presented herself at this office she bore on her person marks of a recent flogging, inflicted
with considerable severity. It is, therefore, one of those cases provided for by the 19t.h
article of the Ordinance, in which the “ onus probandi” lies with the'master. The investi-
gation of this case occupied much of the Protector’s time, during which the owner became
impatient at the close and minute examination to which he and his two slaves were neces-
sarily exposed ; and he gave vent to his feelings in language by no means measured. That
the %rotector should be occasionally exposed to the petulance of the slave-owner will not
appear singular, when the invidious nature of his office is considered ; but he was not
prepared for the premeditated insult offered in a letter subsequently addressed to him by
the Sieur Lacondray, wherein he charges the Protector with an attempt to suborn one of
his slaves ; a charge which it was not prudent to overlook. Therefore, on denouncing the
case of Celine for prosecution, the Protector waited upon the Procureur-General 1n person,
to consult him confidentially as to the means it might be advisable to adopt against Mr.
Lacondray, for having written the letter in question; and he having thqn business of a
Eressing nature on hand, the letter was left with him ’unde:: a promise that it shou_ld receive
is early attention. But the Procureur-General has ever since ceased to communicate wtllth
262, e
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the Protector officially or otherwise; and notwithstanding repeated application has been
made to him to return the letter, for the purpose of foundm-g.an action upon it against the
Sieur Lacondray, he perseveres in his silence, thereby deprivin the Protector of the means
of courting the inquiry he is desirous should be made into his conduct, and screening
Lacondray from the consequences of his offence.” .

10. The greffiers of the courts of justice have given to the Protector, from time to time,
24 hours notice of trial of actions and prosecutions against slaves for criminal offences, and
of the judgments passed; but the Protector has not been called upon in his official capacity
to follow up any process in the name of the slave, it being the peculiar province of the
Procureur-General to prosecute, and of the master of the slave, by his counsel, to defend,
or in default of which the court will assi%? to him an advocate. This branch of the Pro-
tector’s duty has therefore been necessarily limited to attendance in court, and to consultation
with the advocate during trial. —List, No. 4. .

11. In addition to the complaints reported in the accompanying abstracts, the Protector
has had to decide a number of others from the domestic slaves in Port Louis, but they have

enerally been of so tedious and trifling a nature, arising from the ill humour of one and
519. obstinacy of another, that by summoning the proprietors forthwith, and hearing the case
vivd voce, he has been enabled to settle the affair at once to the satisfaction of both parties;
and in more than one instance he has had the gratification of being told, that his expostu~
lation and advice had succeeded in reclaiming frum habits of drunkenness, gambling and
their concomitant evils, slaves, whose masters %eing unwilling to punish them were desirous
of trying the effect of his admonition ; and it is only in such cases that the Protector has
felt himself called upon to entertain at all the complaints of masters against their slaves, for,
as he stated in a letter which he had the honour of addressing to his Excellency the Governor
on the 7th March, were he to act otherwise it would excite the mistrust of the slave,
discourage him from making his grievances known, and induce him to look upon the
Protector in any other light than that of a friend and guardian. o

12. The number of complaints brought by slaves against their masters will, it is presumed,
not be thought great, when it is considered, that with the exception of the trivial cases
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, they amount only to 43, from a population of upwards
of 80,000 souls in the space of three months ; and the Protector is well persuaded that the
number would have been still less if the planters had complied with the wishes of Government
as expressed in his Excellency’s order of the gth January; or if they had been satisfied to
see the duty it inculcates performed by the Protector, and which was the declared object of
his intended visit to the (ﬁﬂ'erent districts of the island. At the same time the Protector
thinks it but just to observe, that the complaints are confined to the slaves belonging to the
smaller plantations and people of colour, none having been yet received from the more
extensive establishments, several of which are, to the Protector’s knowledge, conducted
with much attention co the cowmfort, happiness and moral improvement of the slaves.

The next branch of the Protector’s duties that presents itself for observation is that con-~
nected with,

ENFRANCHISEMENTS.

13. TuE accompanying list, No 5, contains the names and other particulars of slaves
whose definitive acts of manumission have been registered in this office. The total number
is 28, of which 8 are males and 20 females. In addition to these it will be seen by the list
No. 6, that there are 101 more in legal progress of manumission, of which 33 are males and
68 females.

Part of these enfranchisements have been applied for by individuals who have lived for
many years in a state of freedom, under the sanction of either a deed of gift, the last will and
téstament of their owners, or the purchase of their own freedom ; but such purchases being
by the then law of the colony illegal, the slave was compelled to content himself with the
permission to labour for his own account, until he possessed sufficient means to defray the
expense then necessary to obtain the act of enfranchisement.

his observation applies to many of the manumissions where the considerations are stated
to be “ Deed of Gift,” and with respect to those granted by will, in which, as well as in
other cases where the Protector has been called upon to interfere * ex gfficio,” instances of
the most culpable neglect on the part of executors and procurators have come to the Pro-~
tector’s knowledge, whereby slaves have been deprived of their liberty for years after the
death of their benefactor, and in some cases have remained in slavery for life, leaving a
hapless progeny in the same state of bondage, at an age too young to be sensible of, and
without friends to assert, their title to the boon bestowed upon their parents; and this has
gone on until even a third generation has borne the yoke entailed upon it by fraud and
mjustice.

No opposition has been made to any of the enfranchisements hitherto commenced under the
auspices of the Protector; but there are several cases which will be contested, to be brought
forward as soon as the nomination of an Avoué to this Department shall take place.

In carrying into effect some of the obligations imposeg by the new Ordinance on persons
desirous of manumitting their slaves, questions have arisen with respect to the provisions of
the clauses 20 and 23 of A7t. 32, one of them was exemplified in a letter addressed by the
Protector to the chief secretary on the 13th instant, in the case of Lyste Amaddée, and
others of the same nature are likely to occur. By the Article 20, the master is required in
enfranchising slaves under 14 years of age to enter into a bond for their maintenance and
support until they arrive at that age; and by Article 23, all children who shall be undler

tue
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the age of seven years at the period of the enfranchisement of their mothers, are declared Part VL
free *“ de jure,” and the deed of manumission as valid with regard to them as if their names
were inserted in it. Now, in the case of a Proprietor being desirous of giving liberty toa  MAURITIUS.
female slave baving one or more children under seven years, he will refuse the grant if he
finds that in addition to it he must burthen himself and his heirs with the obligation of _ Report from
maintaining and supporting such child or children until they arrive at the age of 14, although Protector of Slaves.
neither mother nor children remain any longer under his roof ; therefore to refuse the deed of
manumission to the mother, unless such obligation be entered into, will be virtually to consign
both mother and children to indefinite bondage.

The transactions that next claim notice are those connected with the

« PUNISHMENT RECORD BOOK,”

14. Of which separate forms for males and females were printed and sent to the Assistant
Protectors of the res‘fective quarters, to be distributed among the planters and others for
adoption, as enjoined by the 21st article of the Ordinance.

A refusal, however, to receive these forms has been, with few exceptions, general through-
out each district, save those of Plaines Wilhems, and Rivié¢re du Rempart ; and the Protector
has reason to believe that no other form has been adopted, and that the observance of the
law with respect to the registration of punishments, has been complied with but in few
instances, two only have come to the Protector’s knowledge, and of these copies are annexed,
Nos. 7 & 8 ; one is from the plantation of Agaléga, one of the Seychelles Islands, belonging to
Mr. L. Barbé, whose manager appears to have been desirous of observing exactly the Ordinance,
and to have acted with moderation and justice in awarding the punishments he thought
it necessary to make. He has, however, in one instance overstepped his authority in the
last case he has recorded, of a female found guilty of theft, whom he punished with nine
stripes on her shoulders, such punishment being illegal, except by the Protector’s orders.
The Protector considering the insular situation of the p:fantation, at a distance of 500 to 600
miles from Port Louis, and the infrequency of communication with it, thought it necessary
to overlook the infraction, cautioning him, however, against a repetition.

The second is from Mr. Sturbel’s plantation, in the district of Savanne, and was demanded
for the purpose of supporting an accusation for which Mr. Sturbel is now under prosecution,
at the instance of the Protector, on two of the cases of punishment recorded in it.

The Protector has lately availed himself of occasions that offered, to call upon several plan-
ters in different districts for the production, and for copies, verified upon oath, of the *“ Punish-
ment Record Book,” kept in their plantations, as by law required ; and the answer given was,
in some instances, * That no book was kept, no punishments having been inflicted beyond nine
lashes, which they considered not necessary to register ;” and in others, “ That not having
had occasion to punish any slave since the new law came into o eration, such a book was
not necessary.” It were useless to remark on the fallacy of such reasoning, or to show the
facility it affords to the infliction of illegal punishment without a probability of detection.
The Protector has therefore deemed it necessary to denounce these defaulters to the Pro-
cureur-General for prosecution ; but the fine attached to the offence is too trivial to operate as
a remedy, and however unlikely it may seem, that neither one nor the other of the punish-
ments directed by Art. 17 & 21 to be registered, have not taken place, the wording of the
article makes it doubtful whether any penalty attaches to the occasion, in cases where a
declaration is made (true or not) that no punishments have been inflicted.

The Protector’s attention has been latterly given to a consideration of the Ordinance
No. 20, dated the 13th December 1826, commonly called the

« CHAIN ORDINANCE,”

15. And which is still in force. The wording of it appears to be s0 equivocal with respect
to the authority given to masters to place irons on their female slaves as to render it liable
to misinterpretation. It is the clause which relates to the weight of the fetters and iron
rings permitted to be placed on the legs of slaves, and runs thus:

“ Le poids du sabot ou anneau placé en pied de l'esclave ne pourra exceder trois
“ livres pour les esclaves mfles au dessus de quinze ans; le sabot, ou anneau ne
“ pourra étre mis aux negresses et aux noirs au dessous de quinze ans,

and consequently gives rise to the question, whether it means to prohibit fetters or rings
being placed on’ females of any age whatever, and only on males above 15 years? or is 1t,
that they shall not be placed on males or females under 15 years ? The Protector gives it the
former interpretation, which many are not disposed to admit; it were therefore esirable it
should be more clearly defined. There is another subject connected with this Ordinance to
which the Protector’s attention was directed by a report made to him thereon by the Chief
Commissary of Police, relative to a practice stated to prevail of putting irons on slaves em-
ployed in navigating in small boats and coasting vessels, by which their lives are endangered
1n case of accigznt, which is frequent along the coast. The Commissary had some time last
year a correspondence on this subject with the Procureur-General, yvhose attention it appears
to have escaped. A copy of it was sent to the Protector, who having transmitted the whole
in his letter of the 28th ultimo to the Chief Secret,ar¥l for the information of the Governor,
would now suggest such remedies as may appear to is Excellency necessary to put a stop

to so dangerous a practice.
362. £ P The
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The Protector would also recommend the abolition of the usc of an instrument called
« Bar de Justice,” a sort of iron stocks used as a punishment for females. It consists of an
iron bar from 8 to 10 feet long, to which are attached iron rings, which are fixed a little
above the ankle by means of a small bolt. In this machine fema}es may be confined for
a length of time, night or day, in a sitting or recumbent posture, as it admits of their doin
needlework and other employment of that nature; and this sort of punishment is continue
at the mistress’s pleasure, as the service of the slave is not lost whilst the punishment is

oing on. :
d 'l‘l%e Protector will next proceed to remark on the general treatment of the slaves, with
reference to food, clothing, and the time allowed them for meals,

With every desire to fulfil the strict injunction laid upon him, with respect to the
execution of this part of the Ordinance, the Protector finds it extremely difficult to detect
a contravention oF it, although there is scarcely a complaint made by a slave against his
master which does not contain a charge of his being badly fed. In most instances the
Protector has found these charges false; and when suspicion has rested, which is some-
times the case among the people of colour, he has been compelled, from the difficulty of .
obtaining proof, to content himself by a severe admonition to the parties, and which has
generally had the desired effect.

16. The same observation applies to the time allowed for meals, which is also a frequent
complaint among them, and is equally if not more difficult to be verified than that with
respect to food ; for a negro has no idea of measuring time; and there is no subject what-
ever upon which he is so likely to deceive himself. - With respect to clothing, it will not
have escaped His Excellency’s attention that it is generally bad ; and if the planters were
required to give their slaves a shirt and trowsers twice a year, the indecency which meets
the eye so constantly might probably be obviated, by adopting along with it regulations to
compel the slave to wear and take care of it. They also complain often of being compelled
to work on Sunday’s beyond the time required by the exceptions contained in the 14th
Article of the Ordinance. The Protector is of opinion that this will continue to be a source
of complaint and discontent between the master and slave, on account of the latitude of
construction of which the exceptions are susceptible; unless the Sunday * corvées”
(gathering food for and cleaning tEe horses, oxen, &c.) be directed to be performed in the
afternoon of Saturday; a measure which he would submit to consideration ; whilst at the
same time he begs reference to the following statement of the rate of wages allowed to
slaves for Sunday-labour for the present half year, agreeable to the 15th Article of the

Ordinance; viz. i

To male slaves of the first class - - - - 50 sols per diem.
- ditto - of the second class - - - - 40 - -
To female slaves - - - - - - - 40 - -
To children of both sexes, according to age 20 to 25 ~ -

To commanders - - - - 4 livres per diem.
To chefs d’Ateliers - - - - - 7} - -
To ordinary mechanics - - - - - - 4 - -

17. No application has been yet made to the Protector for marriage licenses ; nor does it
appear, by the information he has received from the respective clergymen of the colony, that
any have been solemnized; but information has reached him from the assistant-protector of
the quarter of Plaines Wilhems, that several marriages are contemplated between slaves in
that quarter; yet the Protector has observed generally an unwillingness on the part of
slaves about to be manumitted to enter into that bond of union. Hence it may be asked,
how far it would be desirable to make marriage a condition to freedom where parties have
previously cohabited, and have children?

18. The Protector has received from the Vicar Apostolic, and the two Protestant
clergymen of the colony, communications containing the names of several slaves certified
by them as sufficiently instructed to know the nature and obligation of an oath. The same
are registered in this office in a book kept for that purpose, and of which the annexed List,
No. 9, is a correct extract.

The amount of money hitherto deposited in the

SAVINGS BANKS

19. Is but small; an account thereof will be found in the accompanying Statement, marked
No. 10. Upon this establishment the Protector would beg to remark, that should it
anear hereafter desirable to increase the interest to the legal rate of the colony, the amount
of the deposits would augment considerably.

20. The next and last branch of his duty to which the Protector would solicit his
Excellency’s attention is -that by which he is required to act “ ex officio,” in quality of
« Patron d’office,” in civil actiong, with reference to enfranchisements of slaves.

He has not Ket instituted any action upon cases that have originated with himself; but
several, as he has already observed, are in preparation, and only await the appointment of
a solicitor or avoué, to be commenced. There are also many other cases of affranchise-
ment, in which proceedings were had previous to his arrival, some of which are undecided,
and others wherein the decision of the courts have been appealed from to the King in
Council, all which likewise await the above nomination. There arc two other casesin which
the Protector was called upon to appear as “ Patron d’Office,’ instead of those who hzd

already
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already acted in that capacity, but whose functions merge legally in those of the Protector.
As all these proceedings may be attended with expense, the Protector would solicit his
Excellency’s attention to the subject.

21. The chief commissary of police has submitted to the Protector’s perusal, the inquiries
instituted by the civil commissaries of districts with respect to the deaths of five slaves,
(four males and one female,) who committed suicide within the last three months. These
proceedings having been officially reported by him to the Procureur-General, who is
specially charged therewith, the Protector has only to remark, that in three of the cases
it appears a bottle that had contained arrack was found near the body of each, and the
commissary takes the opportunity of observing, * that it is the case generally on such oc-
casions, and that the cEeapness of that destructive beverage, and the facility with which
it is obtained, is the bane of the slave population of this colony.” The Protector has had
frequent occasion to witness the melancholy truth of that observation; and were he not
aware that the evil has already occupied the Governor’s attention, it would have formed a
special subject of this Report, as well with reference to the calamitous consequences alluded
t0, as to the numerous cases of apoplexy which occur among the slave population, and which
are in almost every instance to be ascribed to the immoderate use of that unwholesome
liquor, and which tends to every species of demoralization.

the Protector has also been called upon to assist in an inquiry instituted by the King’s
Proctor, touching the death of a slave named Marceline, who died on board the brig « Mar-
tha,” captain Davies, on her passage from Madagascar to this island, and whose death,
according to a declaration made at the police-office by three slaves belonging to the same
owner, and serving on board the said vessel, was supposed to have been occasioned by the
ill treatment of Captain Davies.

After a minute investigation of the case, in which Dr. Shanks, acting chief medical offi-
cer, and Dr. Hart, police medical officer, assisted professionally, it was decided there was
no ground whatever for the supposition, and that the man died of a rupture with which, as
his owner admitted, he had been afflicted for many years.

The Protector regrets that the multiplicity of his avocations, which have occupied, and
still continue to occupy, his and his assistant’s time, far beyond the hours fixed by his
Excellency, for the daily performance of his duties, have prevented him from giving that
attention which he was desirous of showing to the progress of the

MORAL IMPROVEMENT

22. Of the slaves. He is therefore necessarily compelled to refer to the information contained
in the accompanying documents, Nos. 11,12 & 13, addressed to him by the Vicar-apostolic,
and the only two Protestant clergymen of the colony, in answer to the application Ee made
to them on this subject; in doing which it may be permitted him to remark, that from the
cursory observation he has made on the character of the slave population of the colony, con-
sisting of Africans, Madagascars, Indians from the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel, and
their Creole progeny, he 1s of opinion, notwithstanding " their rude and uncivilized origin,
they are far Kom being altogether intractable. Various shades of character are of course
observable among them, and although the Protector is aware that in general these are
bad, yet he thinks they are susceptible of gradual amelioration. Let the very limited means
of moral and religious instruction now aﬂ%rded to them be extended; let the planters se-
cond, by a cordial co-operation, the beneficent intentions of Government; let precept and
example go hand in hand ; diminish the incitement to inebriety and disorder afforded by the
canteens, and a great change will certainly, but grad ually, be effected, and a moral and in-
dustrious population succeed to the present degraded race.

How far the Protector’s efforts and anxious solicitude in the various branches of his duty
may have contributed hitherto to inculcate industry, obedience and good conduct to the
slave, and humanity and forbearance to the proprietor, he will not presume to anticipate.
The time that has elapsed since he assumed the functions of office 1s too short to produce
any visible effect; but he can confidently appeal to public opinion for the fact, that as far
as regards the planter, confidence and tranquillity are succegdmﬁ fast to fear and apprehen-
sion, and will, it is to be hoped, induce him to lend a helping hand to raise the slave gra-
dually from the degradation he is now in, to that state of civilization which can alone fit him
for the enjoyment of the advantages which the wise and paternal Government of His Ma-
jesty would bestow upon him.

R. M. Thomas,
Protector and Guardian of slaves.

Sworn to before me at the Government House, Port Louis, this 13th day of July 1829.
Charles Colville, Governor.

262,

Part VL
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MAURITIUS.

Report from
Protector of Slaves.
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ABSTRACT STATEMENT of ComprLainTs preferred to the ProTECTOR and GUARDIAN of SLaves, from the
20th March to the 24th June 1829 ; for Details of which see Appendix (A.)

No. and
Page in
Appendix,

Date
of Camplaint.

Name of Slave. Nume of Proprietor.

Nature of Complaint.

When |
terminated.

5. | 16.

8.

Qe ‘119.

10, { 19.

March 20

22 -

20 -

26 -

28 l-

26 -

Aprit 3

Mad® Dupré, Plaines
Wilhelms.

Jeanne - -

- - ill-treatment ; and being obliged
to pay for the loss of certain poul-
try belonging to her mistress,

March 24.

How Disrosep or.—The Protector having satisfied himself of the groundless nature
of the complaint dismissed the case. Sentencing the negress to one week's solitary
confinement, and recommending her to abstain from her vicious habits of drunkenness.

Joaki - -
Noire,

Sieur Cheneau, Rivitre| - - punishment, without reason,

and being employed until noon on
Sundays.

March 2s.

How Disrosep or.—Joaki, failing to substantiate any part of his complaint, and the
Assistant- Protector of the quarter having stated that Mr. Cheneau is known to be attentive
to the comfort and good treatment of his slaves, the protector directed complainant to
receive 25 lashes of & cat.o’-nine tails, in the presence of his comrades, and cautioned

him as to his future conduct.

- | Madile E, Adam,
Louis.

Aurtlie - Port

How Disposep or.—Negress returned to her mistress, her complaint be

general ill-treatment - - -

ng groundless.

The latter recommended to be kind and considerate in the treatment of her slaves.

Henry - - ! Marie Sard, Savanne

How Disrosep or.—This complaint

Protector of the district of Savanne.

ditto - . . .

March 22.

t was transmitted to the Protector by the Assistant-
Who, having informed himself of the false nature

of the accusation, ordered the boy Henry to be punished with 12 stripes of the cane;
which sentence was approved by the Protector.

Adile - - | Mr. Theodore Mothé,

Pamplemousses.

- - beating her with considerable
violence with a horse-bridle.

April 3.

How DisroseD oF.——This case being an infraction of the 18th article of the Ordi-
nance, N° 43, and the Protector considering the defence of the master by no means an
exculpation of his conduct, transmitted the documents relating thereto to the Procureur-

General for prosecution.

Jean = =} Sieur Lanongaréde,

Port Louis.

- - unlawfully placing irons on
complainant’s feet.

April 13.

How Disposkp or.—Master fined in the sum of §.10 for an infraction of the Ordinance,
N° 20, Boy released on his master’s paying the penalty into the ¢ Caisse de Bienfaisance,”

Therisia - - | Mr. Michel, Pample-

monsses.

- - repeated punishment, and too
much work.

April 7.

How Disposep or.—The Protector not considering the complaint of Terisia altogether
groundless, though she had often failed in her duty towards her master, dismissed the
case, by admonishing the negress to be careful in the fulfilment of ber duty hereafter,
while Mr. Michel was enjoined to show every kindness and humanity in the treatment of

his slaves.

Lizé - - | Zélie Gertrude, Port

Louis.

- - placing in irons a boy under
the age of 15 years.

April 25,

How Disrosep or.—Transmitted to the Procureur-General for prosecution. The boy

returned to his master, who paid a fine

Mr. Jean Guilbot,
Port Louis.

Htléne - -

insufficiency of food.

How Disposep or.—Returned to her master on his paying hospital and
and pledging himself for her being carefully treated in future.

Casimir - - | Sieur Eremeaux, Ri-

viere Noire.

How Disposep or.— Complaint unf

whatever on his

erson.
again before the ?’

- - punishment of five Stripes ofa
cord.

of 10 §. int the ¢ Caisse de Bienfaisance.”

bagne charges,

April 5.

ou_nded, the slave having no mark of punishment
Returned to his master, with a recommendation not to appear
rotector with so frivolous a complaint.
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No.and
Pagein
Appendix.

Date
of Coplaint.

Name of Slave. Nawe of the Proprietor. Nature of Complaint. Whea
terminated.

11,

12,

13.

14

15.

16.

7.

18.

19.

20.

21,

19.

20,

20,

20.

21.

21.

22.

23.

24.

24.

25.

April 3

Mar, 30 -

April 13 -

Roselia -  « | Mr.Collier, Port Louis| - - gagFing the child’s mouth, and | April 5.
other slight punishment,

. How Disrosep or.—Returned to her master, the case being too frivolous for further
investigation, Mr. Collier having at the same time promised to abstain from similar
punishment for the future,

Socrate - - | Monsieur Brue, Ri- { - - insufficiency of food, and work —_
viere Noire. too laborious for his age.

How Disposep or.—Returned to his master, to be employed on the lightest desorip-

tion of work that may be found for him,
Maurice - - | Mad! C. Wilhomme, | - - work too laborious for his state | April 10.
Plaine Vert. of health,

How Disrosep or.—Returned to his master, to be employed on the lightest descrip-
tion of work that may be found for him.

Melanie - - | Mad"® Descia, Port | - - sent to seek for work out of | April 13.
Louis. doors, and obliged to bring to her
mistress four francs per day.

How Disposep or.—The complaint being groundless, the negress was punished with
10 days solitary confinement ; at the same time the mistress was recommended never to
impose on her slaves the obligations alluded to, as such a practice might induce those who
could not honestly get the money to obtain it by theft or other improper means.

Charles - - Ng;dame Beguinot, | constant ill treatment . - | April 13.
acq.

How Disposep or.—The complaint being groundless, the boy was returned to his
mistress, from whom he had stolen a gair of drawers; but having already been punished
by her for this offence, the Protector directed that he should receive no further correction.
Caprice - - | AnaSaury, Port Louis | « - being obliged to seck employ- | April 12.

ment out of doors, and to bring
his Master 3 } francs a day.

How Disposep or.—Complainant labouring under imbecility of mind, and the master
having fully satisfied the Protector, that instead of being employed as he stated, Caprice
was carefully treated. The case was dismissed, and the slave returned to his master. '

Hilaire - - | Mr. Sibire, Riviére | - - excessive punishment with a | May 23.
Noire. cart-whip.

How Disposep or.—Transmitted to the Procureur-General for prosecution, under
17th Art. of Ord. 43. Slave returned to his master on the 23d May, Mr. Sibire having
paid the fine of $.100. A

Aglai < - | Mademoiselle Descia, | - - punishment on the breech with | May 7.
Port Louis. a cane.

How Disposep oF.—~The mistress having much cause to be dissatisfied with the conduct
of her slave, and the punishment inflicted being light, the Protector dismissed the case,
cautioning the mistress to be more circumspect in future, and severely reprimanding the
negress on her vicious habits, recommending her to gnit them on pain of severe
punishment.

Zephirin, and | Sieur Dalois, jun, insufficiency of food - - - | April 14.
seven others. Grand Port.

How Disrosep or.—This complaint being proved to be entirel{ false and malicious,
the Protector, to mark his displeasure at this attempt to impose upon him, directed each of
the individuals complaining to receive 30 stripes of the cat-o'nine-tails on the habitation
of their master, and in the presence of their comrades.

Nanette - - | Sieur Garrien, Pam- | - = frequent punishment and in- April 25,
plemonsses. sufficiency of food.

How Disrosep or.—Transmitted to_the Procureur-Genéral for prosecution under the
18th Article of the Ordinance in Council, No. 43.

Cupidon - - | Mr. Jean J. Amelin, | - - severc punishment and insuf- | April 26.
Rivitre du Rempart. | ficiency of food.

How Disposep or.—Cupidon, who was sent to the civil hospital died there on the
26th April; not from any punishment inflicted on his person, but (according to the opinion
of the medical officer in charge of that establishment) from a depraved habit of body,
paralysis, and other constitutional causes. ]

(continued)
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22.

23.

24.

25,

26.

27.

38.

‘39,

30.

31.

26.

28.

29.

29.

29.

30.

30.

32.

32.

Date
Tomplaint.

When
terminated.

Name of Slave. Name of Proprietor, Nature of Complaint.

April 18

Celine - - | Mr.DenisLacondray, | excessive punishment - - | April 28.
Port Louis.

How Disposep or.—Denounced to the Procureur-General as an infraction of the
18th Article of the Ordinance, No. 43.

La Rose - - | Mr. Castera, Flacq. - | - - being punished without reason | May 2.
by the econome of his master.

How Disrosep or.—Complaint groundless. Protector directed La Rose to be returned
to his master, but not to receive any further punishment, in consequence of his having been
already corrected for inattention to the orders of his master. He was severely repri-
manded, and cautioned as to his future conduct.

Alexis - - | Sieur Comty, Port | - - receiving 50lashes of the whip, | April 27.
Louis. and being afterwards attached to
a weight of 50 pounds.

How Disposep or.—The Protector having fully satisfied himself of the groundless
nature of the accusation, intended to punish the complainant ; but the master interceding
for Alexis, begged that he might for this offence receive a severe reprimand only ; hoping
by such means to break him of his habit of marooning. The Protector granting the
request, thus dismissed the case. ;

Elizabeth - | Madlle. C. Lechelle, | - - being kept at work, and with- | April 24,
Port Louis. out food, the whole of Sunday.

How Disposep or.—The statement of Elizabeth being false and exag'ger:‘zted, she was
severely reprimanded and returned to her mistress. The case was then dismissed.

Denis - - | Sieur B. Ducondray, | - - complains of having received | April 25,
Pamplemousses. eight or nine stripes of the cane.

How Disrosep or.—Complaint false and frivolous. The Protector ordered 25 lashes
of the cat-o’-nine-tails to be inflicted on the slave as a punishment for insubordination of
conduct proved by the master against complainant.

Alexander, and | Madame Ligerau, Ri- | - - deprived of Sundays; over- | April 28.
nine other slaves.| vitre du Rempart. worked, and insufficiency of food.

How Disrosep oF.—Complaint altogether groundless. Three of the ringleaders to
receive 25 lashes each; four others to be confined in the stocks six nights, and the women
to be confined separately for four succeeding Sundays on the estate of their mistress.

Augustine - | Madlle. Lolotte, Fort | - - being punished with 30 stripes | May 1.
Louis, of the cane, and being confined to
: the room by a chain.

How DisposEp or.~It appearing that the complainant had lately given her mistress
much cause to be dissatisfied with her conduct, by her habit of marooning, was severely
reprimanded for this fault, as well as for appearing with a false accusation against the said
Néfld. Lolotte, and threatened with severe punishment in the event of her repeating the
offence.

Prosper - - | Madame Chazel, - - punishment of Go stripes of the | May 11,
Plaines Wiihems. cane.

How Disrosep or.—Complaint false in every particular, and complainant proved to
be a bad character; he was therefore sentenced to receive 30 lashes of the cat-o’-nine-tails
on the estate of his mistress, and in the presence of his comrades. -

A body of fifteen | Madame de Bissy, | - - insufficiency of food, and not | April 15.
slaves. Grand Port. being allowed time to gttend to
the calls of nature.

How p1sposep oF.—The complaint of these Slaves being false and frivolous, and their
offence having been increased by their tumultuous conduct, the Protector, to suppress
every attempt at insubordination, directs that each of the complainants shall be punished
with 30 lashes of the cat o’ nine tails, on the estate of their mistress, and in the presence
of the Assistant Protector of the district.

Mercure - - | Mr. Jean J. Mamet, | - - punished without reason, and | April 22.
Flacgq. being deprived of Sundays.

How pisrosep or.—Complaint false and exaggerated. Slave to have been punished,
but was discharged with a severe reprimand only, at the request of his master.
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No. and
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of Complaint.
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Name of Slave. Name of Proprietor. Natare of Complaint,
terminated.

32.

33

34

35.

36.

37

38.

33

35

37

38.

38.

39

39-| 40.

40.| 41.

37

April 22 -

May 11

Adéline and two | Madame Sturbel, Sa- | - - flogging Adéline, and inflicting
children, and | vanne. a punishment on Pierre Louis,
Pierre Louis, too severe for a boy of his age.

How pisposep or.—Transmitted to the Procureur-General for prosecution under 17th
and 18th Article of the Ordinance, No. 43.

Cacala and 10 | Sieur Castera, Flacq. | - - general ill-treatment ; want of | May 12.
others, slaves of the usual hours of repose; and
also deprived of Sundays,

How oisposep or.—Complaint generally unfounded. Three of the ringleaders pu-
nished with 25 lashes each, and one negress punished with confinement for four successive
weeks, from Saturday evening until Monday morning.

Rasaffe - - | Madame Collique, Port | - - beating complainant in the | May 12.
Louis. face, and cutting her finger with
a knife.

How pisrosen or.—Complaint false and frivolous. Negress directed to be confined
in the stocks at her mistress's house for three days.

Rosalie - - | Sieur Julien, Port - ill.treated and over-worked | May 2o.
Louis. for her state of health, - S

How p1sposED oF.—Rosalie’s complaint of ill treatment being unfounded, but her state
of health somewhat delicate, she was returned to her master under a promise of giving her
medical assistance and careful treatment, and of not employing her in any work unti% she
shall be recovered.

Francisque ~ | Madame de la Tour | - - undue punishment from the | May 27.
de St. Igest, Flacq. | commandeur of the estate.

How pisposep oF.—Complaint altogether false ; and as the proprietor would have had
a right to punish his slave with 25 stripes, the Protector taking the character of com-
plainant into consideration, sentences him to receive that nummber of lashes of the martinet
on the estate of his mistress.

!
Alfrida - - ] Mr, Gaud, Fort Louis. | severity of punishment - - }- - returned
. to the police,
May 24.

How prsposep oF.—The general conduct of complainant appearing to have been
extremely bad, and her complaint quite groundless, the Protector directed the master of
the girl fo confine her for the four following Sundays alone, and in the granary of his

house.

Jean - = | Mr. Daubigny, Flacq. - being constantly menaced by | June 3.
his master, and deprived of Sun-
days and hours of repose.

How Disrosep or.—The complaint of Jean being not only unfounded, but of a most
malicious character; and complainant having also comml.tted many acts of insubordina-
tion on the estate of his master, the Protector thought it necessary to make an example
of this slave, by directing a punishinent of 50 lashes of the cat-o’-nine-tails to be inflicted
on him, in the presence of his comrades: all of whom (without exception) bore testimony

against him.

Romeo - - | Mr. Sturbel, Savanne. | - - excessive punishment with a | June 8.
cart-whip,

How Disrosep oF.—Transmitted to the Procureur-general for prosecution under the
18 Art. of the Ordinance, No. 43.

Scapin - - | Mr.Charles Beguinot, | - - having been punished for a | June 12.
Flacq. theft not committed by him.

How Disposep oF.—Complainant having altogether failed in clearing himself from the
offence for which he was punished by his master, and having, on the contrary, endea-
voured to impose on the Protector other false statements relative to the theft in question,
was sentenced to receive 23 lashes of the cat-o’-nine-tails on the estate of his master, to

whom he wes delivered on the 27th May. (continued)
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41| 43

41.| 43.

43-| H4-

June 2

Charlot - « | Mr. Romieu, Plaines | - - constant ill treatment, and | June 19.
Wilhems. utting out his left eye with the
Eandle of a whip.

How Disposep or.—Complaint entirely false. Charlot punished with 20 lashes of the
cat-o’-nine-tails, by Protector’s order, on the establishment of his master, and in the
presence of the other blacks of the plantation.

Ally - - | Mr. Martin, Pample- | - - for receiving 23 stripes of the
monsses. cane, and being afterwards placed
in irons.

How Disposep oF.—Although complainant has given, by inattention to his duty,
much cause of dissatisfaction to his owner (who appears to be Madame Carré, and not
Mr. Martin, against whom his comglaint is made), the Protector, seeing that an infrac.
tion of the law regulating the weight of irons to be placed on the feet of slaves has been
made in this case, deems it his duty to transmit the same to the Procureur-General for

prosecution.

Hypolite - - | Mr. Regnault, Port | - - being obliged by his Master to | June 10.
Louis. drink a mixture composed of ar-
rack and human excrement.

How Disrosep or.—False and groundless. Complainant having the vicious habit of
drinking arrack, was given by his master a mixture of arrack and ipecacuana, for the
urpose of breaking him of this vice, as proved by the boy’s sister, and other witnesses
cited by the boy to prove his accusation against the master, Protector ordered com-
ﬂainant to be well whipped with a birch-rod at the Bagne, and then to be returned to
r. Regnauit.
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Appendix (A.)

Compiaint, No. 1.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis >
2oth March 1829. ’ lAiVI‘

THE negress Jeanne, belonging to Madame Dupré, residing in the quarter of Plaines , MAURITIUS.
Wilhems, states, that her mistress had charged her with the care of the poultry yard, and
that notwithstanding her having this charge, she is obliged to go and work onthe habita- Report from
tion: that on her return to the peultry yard, she discovered some fowls to be missing. Protector of Slaves.
She apprised her mistress of this, who not only insisted upon complainant’s paying for
them, but gave her several blows with a stick and a shoe. . Tﬂat on the Saturday follo:ving
(eight days afterwards), some one had taken (during her absence), the lock off the ponltry’
yard: that she also told this to her mistress, who again beat her, and insisted upon being
reimbursed the price of the lock : that having no money, her mistress took a pig, the
only thing belongmf to the gaid Jeanne, and ap ropriateX it to herself; and that on the
following day (Sunday), complainant was obligeg to prepare two large baskets of maize.
That at 11 o’clock, finding means to escape, she took her infant and repaired to the
police, there to make her complaint.

By a certificate from the police it appears, that on examination of her person, Jeanne
discovered no mark whatever of having received the blows complained of. That she was
in a good state of health, though badly dressed.

A certificate from the medical officer attached to the police also verifies the foregoing.
The complaint was therefore transwmitted to the assistant-protector of the district, wit
;llirections to him to call upon Madame Dupré for her reply to the charge preferred against

er.

Result.—The reply of Madame Dupré, as taken and verified by the assistant-protector,
proving the complaint to be, beyond doubt, altogether groundless. The protector admo-
nished Jeanne as to her bad conduct generally, and more particularly on her vicious habit
of drinking, and sentenced her to one week’s solitary confinement with hard labour.

Complaint, No. 2.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
g1st March 182g.

Joaki, a slave, aged 40 years, belonging to the Sieur Cheneau, presented himself at the
office of the Chief Commissary of Po%ilce, and declared, that he left the habitation of his
master, situate in the quarter of Riviére Noire, yesterday evening, for the purpose of com-
Elaining against the said Sieur Cheneau, for beating him without reason, and employing

im until noon on the Sabbath. That on Monday last he received 25 lashes on his breech,
only because he had quitted his work during a heavy shower of rain. That the day before
yesterday he again received 20 lashes for not having changed his shirt for a clean one;
and that he yesterday received u further punishment of 10 lashes for having quitted the
work allotted to him in the field.

The slave having nothing more to complain of, was examined by Dr. Hart, whose certifi-
cate states, ¢ that he does not exhibit a single mark of punishment on any part of his body,
and that he appears to be in good health and well fed.”

The complaint of the slave, together with the certificate of Dr. Hart, was transmitted
to the Assistant-Protector of the quarter, with instructions to him minutely to inquire into
the circumstances of the case; and by whose report it appears, that the Sieur Cheneau
declares the said Joaki to have been in no one instance pumshed. That on being desired
to put on a clean shirt (a practice enjoined on all his slaves once in the four and twenty hours),
Joaki showed much ill humour, and on being threatened with imprisonment, declared that
he would not change his shirt, because he did not choose to do so. That in short, to avoid
other measures, Joaki was put into the cave, and on being shortly afterwards released, he
left the habitation, and had not since returned to his master, who further declares him to
be a most mutinous subject, and therefore requests that he may receive such punishment as
the constituted authorities may think fit to award to him.

Result—The Assistant Protector having added his own assurance that he knew the
Sieur Cheneau to be most attentive to the comfort and good treatment of his slaves. The
Protector thinks the case one which calls for punishment, and therefore sentences the
complainant to receive 25 stripes of the cane, in the presence of the other slaves of the
plantation.

Complaint, No. 3.

_ Protector of Slaves Office, 22d March_ 1829.
Aurélie, a creole aged 14 years, belonging to Mad E. Adam, of Port Louis, com-
plains that her mistress is dissatisfied with every thing she does in the kitchen, as well as

with all commissions entrusted to her, and that on this account her mistress beats her with
262. . a cane
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a cane without ceasing : that on her applying to be sold to Miss Al}en (who has long
wished to buy her), her mistress refused to do so; and further, that hearing of her mother’s
being ill at Gyrande Rividre, complainant repeatedly asls.ted permission to go and see her;
she was, however, always refused, and moreover again punished by being beaten with
a cane.

On being asked who induced her to prefer this complaipt, Aurélie replied, that it was
a neighbour of her mistress, named Elizabeth, who had witnessed her ill-treatment, and
therefore recommended her to make the present complaint.

On examination of the person of Aurélie, a slight mark was visible on the left breech,
as well as one on each of her arms, which appeared to have been made by a cane about
15 days past. In other respects she appears to be in excellent health, and comfortab}
clothed. Al of which is certified by a certificate from the examining surgeon, Dr. Hart.

Result —The Protector having called before him the respective parties, found by the
roces-verbal of their examinations that the statement made by the complainant was
incorrect : that the girl, instead of being kept from visiting her mother, had immediate
permission to do so; and that instead of returning, as she was desired to do, on the following
evening, she absented herself for several days. The Protector, therefore, repn!nanded the
negress on_ her want of assiduity in the discharge of her duty towards her mistress, and
recommending the latter to be kind in the treatment of her slaves, dismissed the complaint,
ordering the girl to return to her duty.

Complaint, No. 4.
[Transmitted to the Protector by the Assistant-Protector for the Quarter of Savanne.]

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
: 22d March 1829.

Henry, a slave aged about 10 years, complains that he experiences great misery from
his mistress, Marie Sarde, a free woman of colour, living in the quarter of Savanne, and
also from & man of colour, named Antoine Geuce, living with her: that he is obliged to
sell his manioc, and not having enough to subsist upon, that he is forced to dig in the old
potatoe grounds in order to find any potatoes that may have been left there : that he has
nothing but potatoes given him, and not enough of those to live upon; and that he has not
Sunday to himself until after the hour of breakfast.

The boy having presented himself in a state of nakedness (except baving a slight
wrapper round his waist), was asked the reason of this; to which he replied, that Tis
mistress had given him a checked shirt on new-year’s day; but having no other clothing,
he had left that in his hut.

On examining complainant it did not appear that he bore the mark of punishment in any
shape whatever; he was fat, and apparently in an excellent state of health. The Assistant-
Protector not being satisfied with the complaint thus made against his mistress by Henry,
called for her reply to the same. Her declaration proves the falsity of his statement, as
does also that of the manager of the estate : it shows that the slaves employed by Marie
Sarde are kindly treated, and that they are abundantly fed with manioc, potatoes and
maize : that the young Henry has ever been an ill-disposed boy and full of walice, con-
stantly stealing from the other blacks: that on his mistress sending him yesterday morning
to remove the weeds from around the house, he went off in great ill-humour, and only
returned after having made the foregoing false and malicious representations against her.

Result.—The Assistant-Protector not only finding the boy’s complaint false in every
point, but that he had repeatedly behaved himself in a very improper manner, directed him
to be punished with 12 stripes of the cane, and warned him as to his future conduct towards
a mistress who had always shown herself kind and considerate in the treatment of her slaves.
The Protector approved the sentence.

Complaint, No. 5.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
31st March 1829.

Adéle, a negress, aged about 20 years, and belonging to Mr. Theodore Mothé, of the
quarter of Pamplemousses. On appearing to make a complaint against her master, was
asked why she bad not presented herself to the Assistant-Protector of the quarter, to which
she replied, that her master was too friendly with the Assistant-Protector. Demanding
the nature of her complaint, Adéle states, that her master beat her with astick and a large
cord on her back, her shoulders and her face, because she was rather later than usual in
attendance upon his children. It was not later than the usual hour of supper when she
was in her hut ; but her master’s children happening to awake on that evening, she was
called by bim, and delaied for an instant to go into the house. Being desired on the
following morning to take the child, she replied she could not carry it, because her arm
was inflamed, and very painful, in consequence of the blows she had received from
him, That the said Mr. Mothé began again to beat her with a horse-bridle, after which
she left the habitation to come and make ier complaint. She has nothing else to say.

Dr. Hart’s certificate proves that Adéle has a wound at the outer angle of the left eye,
attended with swelling and discolouration. Both her arms are swollen, painful and (Ks&

coloure
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coloured, 80 a8 to render it necessary to place one (the left) in a sling. The examining
surgeon consequently recommends her being sent to the hospital.

This certificate, together with a proces-verbal of the complaint, were sent to the Assistant-
Protector of the quarter of Pamplemousses, with instructions for an inquiry into the affair,
Mr. Mothé, in his reply, declares that Adéle was charged with no other occupation than
that of taking care of his two children, one of whom is but two months old: that on the
right of the 22d or 23d of this month she absented herself, and did not return to his house
until two o’clock in the morning ; that on her return he asked her from whence she came,
without obtaining any reply. That he told her to take the youngest of his children, which
she did, with much ill-humour and murmuring, on which he desired ber to be silent, but
she would not ; he then threatened her. At this instant the said Adéle threw the infant
she held in her arms on a mattrass which was in the room, and ran out of the house.
That declarant followed, and brought her back ; then took the reins of the bridle of his
horse, and with them gave her several blows on her shoulders, back and arms. Mr. Mothé
further declares, that this correction was the result of a passion in which the negress had

ut him; had he reflected, he should have employed other means of correcting the bad
conduct of Adéle, who might, in throwing the child on the mattrass, have lamed, or even
killed it. Added to which, the negress left the door of his house open, thereby exposing
him to the danger of being robbed.

This case being an infraction of the 18th article of the Ordinance, No. 43, and the Pro-
tector considering the defence of the master by no means an exculpation of his conduct,
conceived it his duty to transmit the documents relating thereto to the Procureur-General,
in order that legal steps might be taken in the matter.

Complaint, No. 6.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
20th March 1829.

Jean, a creole boy, aged 11 years, and belonging to the Sieur Lanougardde, of Port
Louis, states, that he has left the shop of his master, Mr. Larcher, a shoemaker, with
whom he is an apprentice, to complain of being obliged to carry water in a barrel ; that
when the barrel is filled it is too heavy for him to lift; that then the said Sieur Larcher
threatens, and even beats him. Jean also states, that being afraid of his master, he
marrooned 15 days past, and that on his return the Sieur Larcher put on his ancles the
irons he now wears, and which he has continued to carry for a fortnight past. That at
right he is made to sleep in a cellar, on a leathern apron, and in the morning his irons are
replaced. His allowance of food is three maniocs per day.

The certificate of the examining surgeon states that Jean does not exhibit any symptom
of bad or improper feeding; but if the vessel in which he carried the water be of the
ordinary size, Ywe considers 1t too great a burthen for a lad of his age.

The Sieur Larcher, having been summoned to attend at the Protector’s office, appeared
and declared that Jean’s complaint against him is false ; that he has never been sent to
fetch water in a barrel ; but admitted &lat he had been placed in chains, because he could
not otherwise be kept at his work. He further declares, that Jean is in the constant habit
of absenting himself without leave, and of thieving from his comrades: that he has never
struck the boy, who has been away since the evening of the 17th instant, when he was
arrested by the Police ; and that the irons put on him do not weigh more than three or
four pounds.

The Sieur Lanougardde, owner of the boy, also declares him to be of a very bad
character, and capable of making a false complaint, in corroboration of which he produces
a copy of a groundless accusation preferred against him in the Office of the Police by the
said Jean, in the month of December last.

The Protector, notwithstanding the evidence brought forward of the bad disposition of
the boy, considers it necessary to put the case into the hands of the Procureur-General,
placing irons on the feet of a slave under the age of 15 years being in contravention
of the Ordinance, No. 20, of the 13th December 1826.

Result.—April 13th. The boy’s master was fined in the sum of § 10, which being paid
into the * Caisse de Bienfaisance,” Jean was returned, in conformity with the desire of
the substitute of the procureur-general.

Complaint, No. 7.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis, 26th March 1829.

Thérésia, a negress, aged 25 years, belonging to Mr. Michael, of Pamplemousses, says,
that she quitted her master on the gth instant, because he sent her to look for a negress
named Azémia, who was marooning, and that she did not return, knowiny that if she went
back without Azémia, she would be whipped and put into the block instead of her ; that
her master made her rise every morning at three o’clock to milk the cows ; that he made
her cook and spread the table, and if his breakfast was not ready by eight o’clock, she was
beaten ; and a(!t)er having served breakfast, she was sent to dig in the fields until noon,
when she returned to prepare dinner ; and further, that her master had often flogged her,
marks of which she then bore on her breech. .

The certificate of Dr. Hart, who examined Thérésia, states, * that she exhibits a great
mauy marks upon almost every part of her body, particularly on both sides of her breech,

but 6!10!16 that appear to have been recently inflicted.” 1
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In the reply made by the master of Thérésia, he states, that the negress is incorrect in
her statement, inasmuch as it was on the 10th, and not on the gth March, as she says, that
she was sent to look for Azémia ; and that it was not him, but her mistress, who sent her,
and by whom she was offered a dollar if she would bring Azémia back.

With respect to the 2d charge, namely, her being obliged to rise every morning at three
o’clock to milk the cows, he replies, that for a month past he has given up selling milk, in
consequence of the numerous difficulties he has been exposed to by the desertion of his
blacks; that he does not employ his slaves after the hour of four, when they return to their
huts, and sleep in the morning until seven o’clock. L ) _

In reply to the 3d part of the complaint, in which Thérésia says she is obliged to cook
and spread the table, and if that be not done by eight o’clock, that she is beaten,
Mr. Michel offers the evidence of his neighbours to prove that he never breakfasts before
half-past ten or eleven o’clock ; that he dines at four, and that his davghters, who have
been brought up in habits of industry, are the first to help, whether it be Thérésia or Sibane,
in their domestic employment. o
- 4th, As to her being obliged, after having served breakfast, to dig in the field until
dinner-time, it is false, since he has no ground under cultivation, excepting a small piece
employed for the growth of potatoes. ) ) )

sth. With respect to having been several times punished for nothing, he states, that the
fact of her having no recent marks of punishment on her person would make it unnecessary
to reply to this charge; that she might have been punished by her former master; but that,
although she has been guilty of making a previous false accusation against him, and has
often left the house witﬁ)ut leave, she has not yet received any punishment from him.

In reply to the statement of the negress, that she had not preferred her complaint to the
Assistant-Protector of the district because he was the friend of her master, Mr. Michel
declares, that he has never had any communication with the Assistant-Protector, other
than that called for by the latter in his public character.

The Protector having considered the complaint and the reply thereto, is of opinion,
that the error made by complainant in her declaration with respect to the time at
which she was menaced, that is to say, on the gth instead of the 10oth, according to
Mr. Michel, does not prejudice her case, because the incapacity of these people for all
sorts of calculation is well known. 2d. The same opinion would apply to Mr. Michel’s
remark, that it was not himself, but his wife, who ordered Thérésia to go in search of
Azémia; Mr. Michel being, of course, responsible for the actions of his wife. 3d. That
the observations of Mr. I\fichel with regard to the recompense of a dollar, promised by
his wife to Thérésia, should she bring back Azemia, might be true, but it is not proved by
the proces-verbal of the interrogation of Augustin, whoreplied to a question put to him on
this point, ¢ that his mistress ordered Thérésia and Sibsan to go and seek for Azémia.”

Result,__-Under these circumstances, the Protector considering the complaint of Thérésia
not altogether groundless, directed her to be returned to her master. She was admonished
to be careful in the fulfilment of the duty she owed to him ; whilst Mr. Michel was at the
same time enjoined to show every kindness and humanity in the treatment of his slaves.

Complaint, No, 8.

_ Protector of Slaves Office, 27th March 182g9.

Liz¢, a negro boy 11 years of age, belonging to Zélie, a free woman of colour living in
Hospital-street, Port Louis, having been found in the street by an Officer of Police with
irons on his feet, has been sent to the Protector for inquiry into his case.

On asking him for what reason his mistress had put him in chains, he replied, that it was
because he lost 100 sous which she gave him to pay to a shoemaker. Again questioning
him on this point, he states, that he paid the money to the shoemaker, and that his mistress
put the chains upon him because he had broken a bowl, and then fearing a further
chastisement, that he ran away from her house. He has nothing more to say.

The boy bears marks of having a long time since received some stripes of a cane, but
no evidence of recent punishment,

The mistress having attended, in conformity with a summons from the Protector, was

uestioned as to why she had put so young a boy as Lizé in chains, to which she replied,
that it was his masters Louis and Désiré, with whom he had been placed as an apprentice,
to learn the trade of shoemaking, who had put the chains upon him (though by her
desire) and that they had done so because they could not otherwise keep him at his work ;
that he had frequently atsconded, as proved by a certificate produced from the Office of
maroonage.

On being asked if she was not aware that the law forbade her taking this mode of punishing
a boy of his age, she replied, that she was ignorant of it; and being further interrogated
as to the marks of punishment about him, she declared that he had never been beaten by
her; and that those are marks of a punishment received from his former master.

Result.—The Protector viewing the case as an infraction of the Ordinance 20, of the
13th December 1826, transmitted the documents relating thereto to the Procureur-
General, in order that the parties might be proceeded against us the law might require.

April 25.—It having been signified to the Protector by the Procureur-General’s Substitute
in the Court of First Instance that the boy’s mistress had been fined in the sum of $1o0,
(10 Spanish dollars,) the boy was returned to her on payment of bagne charges, &e.
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Cowmplaint, No. g.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
) 28th March 1829.
Helne, a negress, aged 30 years, belonging to Mons. Jean Guilbot, living in Port
Louis, states, that she left her master three weeks past, because on her telling him that she
was illacd could not work, he replied, that if she did not work he would put her in chains.

Having been so menaced, she quitted him at the same time. She also declares that her
master allows to seven slaves (three of whom are children,) only three pounds and a half of
rice per day for all of them.

On her being asked why she had not presented herself before, she replies, that it was
from fear of being arrested by the gend’armes; and on being interrogated as to where
she had been, and how fed during her absence from her master’s, she states, that she slept
under the veranda of her master’s house, and that she provided herself with provisions by
gelling her necklace for fifty sous, to a black whom sEe does not know. And on bein
further questioned as to where she had passed her days, and whether she had been ill
during the whole of her absence, she replied, that she passed her days in the little wood
near to the  Rividre des Latiniers,” and that she has been suffering ever since she quitted
the habitation from the same malady.

Dr. Hart, the surgeon of the police, having examined the person of Hélene, certifies,
¢.that she has a swelling below her hip joint, attended with some pain and copious dis-
charge, and therefore recommends her eing sent to the hopital. She appears to have been
well fed and well clothed.”

The Sieur Guilbot having been questioned as to the quantity and nature of the food
Eiven to his slaves, declares, that In quantity they bave as much as they can eat: that

e does not allow any waste, but if at any time they want more they always have it, and
that he sometimes allows them meat, &c., and alwsgls the remains of his table.

On asking whether in reality the negress Hélene did sleep under the veranda of his house
during the time she absented herself from her work, he replies, nothing can be more
false ; she lodged night and day with her husband, named Benjamin, who lives with
Mr. Jacotte.

And with respect to her illness, he states, it was so much less severe than it had been,
that according to the certificate of Mons. Bergsten, a medical man, she might be employed
about any light work, and with this view he sent her to Mr. Duprat, from whom, however,
she had escaped, since which he has seen nothing of her.

Result, April 8th.—The negress Hélene having heen dischar%ed from the hospital to the
bagne, was this day delivered to her master upon his paying hospital and bagne charges.
The Protector, however, first warned the master to be more circumspect hereafter in his
conduct to this woman, whose general appearance, and the malady with which she is
afflicted, indicate bad treatmeut in point of food, and inability to do any hard work ; and
he desired that for the future the master should allow her and his other slaves the usual
quantity of a pound and a half of rice per diem. The Protectorat the same time cautioned
the negress as to her future conduct towards her master, and particularly with respect to
her absenting herself from his house to go to the person she calls her busband, and other
blacks, conduct which has been the cause of her late illness.

The master then paid the hospital and bagne charges, and the case was thus dismissed.

Complaint, No. 10.

Protector of Slaves Office, 30th March 182g.

Casimir, aged about 22 years, belonging to the Sieur Erenaux, residing at the Pondricre,
in the quarter of Riviere Noire, states that he left the habitation of his master at 10 o’clock
this morning, to complain of having received five stripes of a cord on his breech, for not
taking care of the fruit trees under us charge. . .

On being reprimanded for quitting the habitation of his master, and coming to me with-
out first making his appeal to the Assistant-Protector of the quarter, he replies that he erred
in ignorance, supposing that he had a right to come to the Protector whenever his master
“ ui fait misére,” to use his own words.

Result.—Having examined the person of Casimir, and found him to be without any mark
whatever of punishment, but on the contrary, to have the appearance of being well fed,
though indifferently clothed, he was returned to his master, and recommended to be
careful and industrious for the future, and at the same time to be cautious in again
appearing before the Protector with a complaint of so frivolous a nature as the present.

Complaint, No. 11,

Protector of Slaves Office, April 3d, 1829,
Jean Marie Meurier, a frec man of colour, and a shoemaker, living in Moka-street, qut
Louis, brought with him to the Protector a negress girl, aged about five years, named Rosalie,
belonging to Mr. Collier, also of Port Louis, The little girl having her hands tled. behind
her, and %er mouth gagged with a piece of cotton stuff and a small cord. The said Jean
Marie declares, that Rosalie is his daughter by a negress named Celestine, belonging to the
sfi'.idﬁMr. Collier. That yesterday, on passing near the house of her master, he savzhl;lls
202, .
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child with her hands and mouth tied in the manner described, and that he therefore brought
her here in order to prefer a complaint against her master.

Being asked for what offence she had been thus punished, the child replied for none.

The Protector finding considerable difficulty in obtaining any sa\tusfactorKll explanation
from Rosalie on the nature of this affair, thought it expedient to request Mr. Collier to
attend at his office on the following morning, which that gentleman did, then acknow-
ledging it to be true that the child had been so gagged for having told a falsehood, a mode
of punishment always adopted by himself and family towards the young slaves of the house
when detected in similar offences ; and Mr. Collier further states, that he was not conscious
of committing an act of too great severity in thus punishing the child.

Result.—The Protector having explained to Mr. Collier, that the Ordinance 43 of the
7th February last, forbids the punishing of any female slave under the age of 12 years,
otherwise than in the same manner, and to the same extent that free children would be
punished under similar circumstances ; and having also recommended him to observe the
enactments of the said law, dismissed the complaint.

Complaint, No. 13.

Protector of Slaves Office, April 7th, 1829.

Socrate, a Mozambique slave, aged 6o years, belonging to Mons. Brue, of the quarter
of “ Riviére Noire,” states that he is come to complain against his master for ill treatment.
That he is made to work too much, being employed from gun-fire in the morning until
gun-fire at night; that he is never permitted to go into the court to dine, but that he eats
1n the fields ; and that digging is too labourious a work for a man of his age. Complamant

uitted the habitation of his master on Saturday night last, and was yesterday sent from
the Police to the bagne.

Seeing the slave to be exceedingly thin and ill-clothed, he was questioned as to the
nature of the food he received. He replied that he was fed on rice, three bowls of which
were allowed for every four slaves on working days, and two bowls on Sundays. Com-
plainant states his health to be good, excepting that he is weak from age, and not able to
dig, because that exertion brings on a pain in his loins. The certificate of the examining
Surgeon proves the inability of complainant to work for any length of time during the
day, and therefore recommends his being employed in a manner not requiring much bodily
exertion,

M. Brue having been requested to attend at the office of the Protector, heard the com-
plaint preferred against him. He positively denies the accusation of Socrate respecting his
msufficiency of food, the allowance for each of his slaves being one pound and a half of
rice per diem; Sundays and other days alike. He likewise stales that complainant has
been a maroon at intervals for the last month, which, coupled with his age, may account
for his thin and emaciated condition., M. Brue, however, appeared satisfied of the im-
propriety of putting a man of Socrate’s age and weakness to hard labour, and promised to
take measures for his being hereafter employed on the lightest description of work on the
Ela.ntation, such as sweeping the court and plantation yard, or as herdsman. With this,

owever, the slave was not satisfied, until the Protector informed him that he must submit to
it, 8o long as he had no sickness or other bodily complaint to prevent him. The case was
thus dismissed.

Complaint, No. 13.

Protector of Slaves Office, April 8th, 1829.
Maurice, acreole slave, aged 60 years, belonging to Mademoiselle Catherine Wilhomme,
residing at “ Plaines Vertes,” states, that he comes to complain that his mistress obliges
him to take care of her cows, notwithstanding the malady with which he is afflicted, and
which renders him incapable of remaining in an upright position or of walking, without
Ereat diﬁicultfy. He therefore prays that she may be requested to set him to some other
escription of work, as soon as he may be capable of performing it ; his illness at present
preventing him from doing any thing, from the severity of pain he suffers on the slightest
movement. Complainant quitted the house of his mistress this morning, coming direct to
the Protector’s office.

Result-~The mistress of Maurice has been recommended, and has promised, not to
employ him on any other than the lightest description of work, and particularly to abstain
from giving him that to do which would require his being in an upright posture, the nature
of his complaint (rupture) rendering him quite incapable of any such employment. The
slave being ready to return to his mistress, the case was dismissed.

Complaint, No. 14.

Protector of Slaves Office, April 10th, 1829.
Meélanie, aged 35 years, belonging to Mademoiselle Descia, living in the West Camp,
states, that her mistress obliges her to leave home to seek for work, and to bring her four
francs every day, whether she may have been employed or not ; that in order to satify this
tax on her labour, she has at times found herself forced to sell her clothes, so that at pre-
sent she is almost without any. She also complains of being kept in a state of anxiety
respecting her daughter, who is absent, as well as of being beaten by her mistress, and
otherwise maltreated whenever she fails to produce the four francs a day.
Having
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Having invited the said Mademoiselle Descia to repair to the Protector’s office, and having
read to her the complaint of Mélanie, she declares all that the negress has said to be false.
That it is now 15 days that Mélanie has been absent without leave; that she has never
obliged her negresses to seek for work elsewhere, because, being a washerwoman, she has
always emﬁloyment for them at home ; and as far as regards the daughter of Mélanie, she
is now in the bagne. :

Result.—The negress having prevaricated greatly when in the presence of her mistress,
with respect to her declaration of yesterday, and having no mark whatever of punishment
about her person, the Protector, believing the complaint to be entirely groundless, directed
her to be punished by being kept 10 days in solitary confinement ; the mistress being at the
same time recommended never to impose upon her slaves the necessity of bringing to her
a daily price of their labour, as such a system, if practised, might induce those who could
not honestly procure the money to obtain it by theft or other improper means.

Complaint, No. 15.

[Transmitted to the Protector by the Assistant-Protector of the District of Flacq.]

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis, 10th April 1829.
Charles, aged between 12 and 13 years, and belonging to Madume Beguinot, com-
plains, that his mistress is continually maltreating him without any motive or reason
whatever ; that coming this morning to the habitation where he was at work, she caused
him to be punished by the slave Alcindor, pretending that he had done no work, although
he had been doing as much as others: that seeing the injustice of this treatment, ie
uitted the habitation in order to come and make his complaint. Charlotte, Petronille,
%ufrosine, Perrine, and Talienne (his grandmother) were present when he was punished.
Charles exhibited several marks of t%le cane on his back, but in other respects his health
apggared good, and he was well dressed.
adame Beguinot, having attended at_the Protector’s office and heard the complaint of
the slave, declared, that yesterday morning, between the hours of seven and eight, the
said Charles was sent by her to carry two pairs of drawers and two waistcoats to the
negress Perrine, for the purpose of being washed : that at 10 o’clock he had not returned,
but arriving a few minutes afterwards, he was reprimanded for not being more expeditious.
On the following Tuesday being again at the habitation, she had occasion to chide Charles
for neglecting his work, and she then gave him a slight tap with her hand, upon which
the boy became impertinent, and menacingly demanded what right she had to strike him,
and immediately afterwards ran away. Feeling it impossible to ﬁut up with so much inso-
lence, Madame Beguinot ordered the negro Alcindor to catch Charles and to punish him,
which was done., Some hours afterwards she was told he had absconded, the reason of
which she firmly believes to be, because he had stol¢n a pair of blue drawers which he had
been charged to deliver to the washerwoman, Perrine.

Result.—August 13th. The Protector having examined this complaint, was about to
gend it back to the Assistant-Protector, for the purpose of examining the slave Alcindor, by
whom the punishment was inflicted, and the woman Perrine, to whom the boy is said to
have delivered a pair of drawers less than the number given him for that purpose by his
mistress. But this was rendered unnecessary by the appearance of Madame Beguinot and
the slave Alcindor, the latter acknowledging to have whié)ped the boy with a bunch of
twigs (and not with a cane, as Charles ha% asserted) by order of his mistress, for, as he
understood, being behind-hand with his work, and stealing a pair of drawers. The girl
Perrine had marooned, and could not be produced ; but the Protector having heard the
mistress’s further statement, which went to criminate the boy, as having been punished for
theft some time ago, and which on reference to the Police was found to be the fact; and
having ascertaineg that the boy’s grandmother had instigated him to make this complaint,
and countenanced him in his insolent behaviour to his mistress, the Protector under tl!ese
circumstances dismissed the complaint against the mistress, but forbad any further punish-
ment to the boy, on account of that which he had already received, cautioning him at
the same time as to his future conduct and behaviour.

Complaint, No. 16.

Protector of Slaves Office, 11th April 1829.

_ Caprice, a slave aged 50 years, belonging to the Sieur Ana Samy, a free Indian, hving
in the Camp Malabar, complains, that his master obliiea him to find employment, and to
bring him daily three livres and nine sous by six o’clock in the evening, and that, when he
is unable to obtain this sum, his master beats him: he also states that his age, together
with the loss of the use of one hand, render him incapable of earning this sum.

Having examined the body of the complainant, and no mark whatever of punishment
having been found upon it, and it appearing that Caprice was labouring under great imbe~
cility of mind, the Protector requested the attendance of the Sieur Ana Samy at his oﬂi.ce,
to explain the circumstances complained of. Ana Sam{ declared, that instead of being
sent out to seek for work, he is retained in his master’s liouse, and employed in no other
manner than bringing water, when he chooses to do s0. The slave was then returned to
his master, who promised to keep him in the house, and to take all care of him under his
presgent unhappy condition.
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Paur VI Complaint, No. 17.

— Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
MAURITIUS. goth March 1829,
~ Hilaire, a slave belonging to Mr. Sibire, residipg at « Morne,” in the quarter of
Report from & Rividre Noire,” states, that his master was in a passion with him on Saturday morning,
Protector of Slaves. the 21st instant, because he had not taken precaution to prevent the cattle from entering
into the court during the night; upon which he told his master that he slept and did not
hear the oxen, independent of which, that it was not his work to take care of them, as
they had a keeper expressly for that purpose, His master then caused him to beled away
by the commander, named Casimir, and then began to flog him thh. a cart-whlp_, giving
him about 25 lashes. That after this punishment the commander obliged complainant to
lay himself on the ground, his arms and legs l:?emg held by two other blapks, the one
named Joaki the other Mardi, and then gave him about 50 lashes more with the same
whip ; in consequence of which complainant found himself in an unfit state to do any
thing on that day. On the following morning he repaired to his old master, Monsieur
Fortier, living at Tamarin, for a letter to carry back to his master, requesting pardon ;
instead of obtaining forgiveness, however, he was farther menaced, and he therefore left
the habitation on Wednesday the 25th instant. o
Being interrogated as to where he had been since Wednesday, he replied in the fields;
and that he had fed on fruits. Complainant did not state his case to the Assistant-
Protector of the quarter, being ignorant that he-ought to dq §0. Dr. Hart being called
upon to examine Hilaire, delivered to the Protector the following certificate :

« I certify having examined Hilaire, a slave, belonging to Mr, Sibire, apd .ﬁnd both
sides of his breech actually covered with cuts or marks, which he states were inflicted with
a cart-whip. He has also some marks on his right shoulder. He is also ill from fever, and,
in consequence, I would recommend him to be sent to the hospital.”

(signed) H. Hart, m. v,
Surgeon to the Police,

This complaint having been transmitted to the Assistant-Protector of the quarter, with
directions to him to inquire into and report to me ugon the same, that officer repaired
to the plantation of the said Sieur Sibire, to whom he communicated the complaint of
Hilaire. In reply to which, Mr. Sibire states it to be true, that he did punish the com-
plainant, but it was after he had repeatedly pardoned him for the same offence. That the
fault for which his slave had been corrected was not as he pretends, viz. for having
neglected the oxen, of which he had not the charge; but for repeatedly absenting himself
for whole nights, in opposition to the positive injunction of his master, who prohibited his
sleeping out without first obtaining his permission, which he was always ready to grant
when reasonably sought for.

The Sieur Sibire then states, that when the oxen broke out of the place in which they
were kept, they spread themselves around the house, and some were even under the veranda.
That being awoke by the noise, he arose and called Hilaire (it might be about midnight),
who was not to be found either in his hut or in the kitchen, where he generally slept, or on
any part of the premises, and the keeper of the oxen being drunk in his hut, Mr. Sibire
himself was obliged, with the assistance of the black, Mardi, to collect the caitle, and
reconduct the cattle to the court-yard. That, towards two o’clock for the second time,and
at four o’clock for the third, the oxen again escaped ; when Hilaire was called in vain, and
at point of day Mr. Sibire saw him coming from Mir. Colomb’s (a neighbouring planter),
when he seized the slave Hilaire, who, for this time, he could not excuse without com-
promising his authority, notwithstanding which, from a feeling of indulgence and consi-
deration towards him, as his only servant, his intention was, rather to frighten than to hurt
him, by inflicting on him only a few stripes of the cane. That he therefore said to a slave
belonging to Mr. Colomb, named Joaki, then living on his plantation,  Bring that black ! "
going into his house at the same time for the purpose of finding a cane. That during this
interval he heard Hilaire say to Joaki, “ Let me go!” upon which Joaki did let him go.
The slave then took to his heels ; observing which, the Sieur Sibire followed him, cryin
¢ Stop him, stop him !” to all his blacks, who made no efforts to do so, or at least did not
move with any apparent will to obey him. Declarant, however, soon overtook Hilaire,
who, seeing himself on the point of being caught, threw himself into some thick brush-
wood ; on which declarant, addressing himself to his slaves, said, “ You would not stop
Hilaire, who passed near to you; very well : he is there, and if you do not bring him to
me, you shall all be punishe({" Upon this one of them brought iYIilaire, when declarant,
having a whip in his hand, gave him about a dozen lashes across his shoulders and over his
shirt : that when arrived at the habitation, he caused him to receive 25 lashes of the whip;
in doing which he is aware that he committed an infraction of the late Ordinance, but he
found himself without a martinet, besides which the correction was so light, that even on
the same evening Hilaire teft the habitation to go to Mr. Fortier’s, nearly nine miles distant.
Declarant further states it to be false that Hilaire brought a letter from Mr. Fortier.

It is true that that gentleman did write a letter, requesting pardon for Hilaire, which was
brought by a young black instructed to accompany him ; Hilaire, however, followed the
boy until within a mile of the house, and leaving him there, marooned.

ft was here observed to Mr. Sibire, that notwithstanding his great cause of complaint
against the slave, the mode of punishment adopted by hiws, could not be viewed in any
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other light than a contravention of the 17th Art. of the Ord. No. 43. In answer to which
Mr. Sibire admitted that he had some knowledge of this Ordinance, but he was ignorant
of its being in full force, thinking that the representations made thereon to his Exc?ellency
the Governor, would have arrested its being carried into execution.

A lengthened exa'.minatio.n of several slaves brought forward by Mr. Sibire then took
place, by whose evidence it clearly appeared that the complaint of Hilaire was generally
exaggerated, and in some instances groundless. The fact, however, of his being pumshed
in the manner and to an extent unauthorized by law, obliges the Protector to transmit the
case to the Procureur-General, in order that the said Sieur Sibire may be proceeded against
for an infraction of the 17th Article of the Ordinance 43, of the 7th February 182g.

Result—May 23d. It having been signified to the Protector that the Sieur Sibire has
paid the fine of 100 dollars, or 20/. sterling, into the hands of the Substitute of the Procu-
reur-General, the slave Hilaire has this day been returned to his master.

Complaint, No. 18,

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
12th April 182g.

Aglaé, a creole negress, aged 22 years, and belonging to Mademoiselle Descia, of Port
Louis, states that her mistress, who has lost two silver dishes, accuses her of having stolen
them, in consequence of which, and fearing to be beaten, she marooned about two months
past: that on returning to her mistress, at the ex iration of five days maroonage, she
received from the slave, Natub, by order of her mistress, 25 stripes of the cane on her
breech, notwithstanding her declaration that she had not taken the dishes, nor did she
know by whom they were stolen: that a fortnight ago she again received many stripes of
the cane from the said Mademoiselle Descia, for having, as %er mistress says, taken away
a black knife, but which declarant says she never did take. Aglaé further complains of
having no time allowed her for rest; that on Sundays even she is obliged to work in her
turn with the other negresses (six in number) who are let out to such persons as will hire
them for washerwomen or ironers, at four francs a-day, and that they are sometimes obliged
to go out to seek employment, when they are forced to bring home, as the price of their
labour, four francs a-day, whether they succeed in finding employment or not. »

Dr. Hart, the medical attendant of this establishment, being called on to examine the
person of Aglaé, certifies ¢ that she has marks of punishment on both sides of her breech,
and also on her shoulders, but they do not appear to have been inflicted with great severity ;
being, however, in the fourth month of her pregnancy, Dr. Hart is of opinion that punish~
ment should not be inflicted.” o

Mademoiselle Descia having been summoned to attend at the office of the Protector, to
answer to the complaint preferred against her, presented a paper, enumerating many
offences with which she charged the said Aglaé:

1st. For having obtained from Mr. César, a clerk in the post-office, certain sums of
money under false pretences.

2d.” Her having on another occasion, when sent to collect the wages due to her mistress
for the hire of her slaves, appropriated one-third of the sum received to her own use.

3d. That she has constantly been in the habit of marooning ; and that on absenting
herself in February last, Aglaé took with her the silver covers above alluded to, the knife,
money, from her bazar account, and @ large silver spoon.

4th. That from carelessness she allowed her mistress’ house to be endangered by fire,
which was only extinguished by the assistance of a slave accidentally passing by ; in short,
that she is subject to depredation in every way from the said Aglaé.

Mademoiselle Descia being interrogated as to the period at which Aglaé obtained the
money from Mr, César, replied 15 months past; and on being asked the name of the
person from whom she received the money stated to have been applied to her own use,
the mistress revlied it was from Madame Merle, the place of whose residence, however,
she does not know. The occurrence took place about five months past; and being
questioned as to the number of times Aglaé had marooned, her mistress cannot tell ; she
is always marooning; she has frequently been denounced as a thief to the police; she has
never, however, been punished by that department, but always by the said Mademoiselle
Descia, her mistress. L .

On being asked what evidence could be produced of Aglaé’s having committed the last
theft complained of, her mistress says, that she herself gave the spoons to be washed, and
that all were returned excepting one; that the negress had not been punished for this
offence, but for having stolen a pair of silver covers between the 25th January and
11th Pebruary last, and had then received five or six stripes of the cane on the shoulders,
at which time the said Mademoiselle Descia was ignorant of Aglaé’s pregnancy, otherwise
she would not have inflicted the punishment.

Result —The Protector having duly considered this comglain_t, and the answer_given
thereto, is of opinion, that the several charges of theft and swindlin made by the mistress
against Aglaé, for which she acknowledges to have punished her about two months past,
are too general to be admitted as evidence of the slave’s guilt, more especially as on being

called upon to produce proof of any one specific charge, she failed 1 doing so. With
respect to the punishment inflicted on Aglaé in February, 1t occurred before the Ordinance,
No. 43, came into operation, and consequently cannot be taken cognizance of;; and as
Mademoiselle Descia assured the Protector that she was ignorant of her slave’s being

262. pregnant

Parr VI.

MAURITIUS.

—

Report from
Protector of Slaves.



Part VL

MAURITIUS.
;———v———’

Report from
Protector of Slaves.

24 COPIES OF REPORTS FROM

pregnant when she chastised her on the 25th March with a cane on her shou_lders, which

unishment, according to the Surgeon’s certificate, was slight, the Prqtector dld not deem
1t necessary to send the case to the Procureur-General for prosecution, but dismissed it,
admonishing Mademoiselle Descia as to her future conduct towards her slaves, pointing
out to her the only punishment the law allows to be inflicted on female slaves ; and warn-
ing her, at the same timc, against the practice her slaves complain of, but cannot prove, of
sending them to seek for work, and taxing them to pay her (whether employed or not)
four francs per day.

Complaint, No. 19.
[Transmitted to the Protector by his Assistant for the District of Grand Port.]

: Protector of Slaves Office, 13th Aﬁil 1829,
Rephirin and Petit Jean, creoles, Papillon, Jean, Pierre and La Fortune, Madagascar
blacks, James and Agar, natives of Mozambique, all slaves of the Sieur Dalois, jun. of
the quarter of Grand Port, presented themselves to complain of the insufficiency of food
allowed as their daily rations, producing at the same time some indifferent potatoes, which
they declared to be the allowance for each man. This ration having been weighed by the
Assistant-Protector, was found to be one pound and a half. ,

On its being observed to the complainants that they all appeared to be in excellent
health and good bedily condition, which was somewhat surprising, considering the
quantity and nature of the food allowed to them, they again affirmed it to be all they
received from their master, and that what else they got was from their comrades, who were
living on other estates, and who were better treated than themselves, particularly those on
the estate of the Sieur Bardet, jun. and Adolphe Dalais, of the ¢ Cantons des Marres.”
That on Sundays, when they could absent themselves, they sought food by digging in an old
potatoe field ; but this resource, they observed, was very precarious, as they shared the
produce of their search with their comrades employed in the forest, and who are obliged
to render a daily account of their work ; that is to say, each sawyer must cut 100 feet of
plant, and each squarer 40. The complainants further observed, that such slaves as do not
complete this service are obliged to work on Sundays; that which would be but just, they
observed, provided each black had a ration proportioned to his labour, which ought to be
at least two pounds of maize for those working in the woods. They have no other cause
of complaint than that stated.

The Assistant-Protector here observed to them the impropriety of leaving their work and
the habitation of their master in so great a number, when one or two individuals would
have been sufficient to represent their complaint, and that in future they must be careful of
offending in like manner.

The Sieur Dalois having been called upon for a reply to this complaint preferred against
him, declares the same to be entirely false, each of his slaves having, in addition to the
ration of potatoes produced by complainants, one pound and a half of rice per diem (a fact
amply proved by the declarations of three of his slaves examined on this point by the
Assistant-Protector, and other incontestible evidence): that in fact, of potatoes they have
generally more than they can eat; but as there are few of his slaves who do not possess
two or three pigs, the surplus of their food is given to those animals; although the prac-
tice is not authorized on the estate, declarant has never positively forbidden it, seeing the
facility and advantage it affords his blacks ia rearing poultry, pigs, &c. With respect to
the people employed in the forest, they have equal if not greater advantages, from being
allowed to dispose of the slabs of the timber they work up; (this fact is also proved by the
declaration of the persons accustomed to purchase the same). Declarant further siates,
that his slaves have an uninterrupted enjoyment of the Sabbath ; that he does not believe
100 stripes of the cane to be inflicted on the whole of his establishment throughout the
year, and that the whip is never allowed as an instrument of punishment under any circum-
stances whatever,

Result.—The Protector having taken this case into his consideration, pronounces the
complaint to be not only false but malicious, and he therefore directs the Assistant-Protector
to cause the eight individuals complaining to be punished on the estate of their master with
30 stripes of the cat-o’-nine-tails each; the same to be inflicted in the presence of the
Assistant-Protector, who, should there be any extenuating circumstances in favour of any,
or all, of the delinquents, is instructed to diminish the number of stripes at his discretion.
He is at the same time instructed to request the master to assemble all his slaves to witness
the punishment; and he is also to impress on_their minds that the Protector, although
ever ready to stand forward as the guardian and friend of the slaves, is determined to put
down all attempts to impose upon him by false and malicious representations, such as
those made by the complainants,

Complaint, No. 20.

Protector of Slaves Office, 13th April 182g.
Nanette, a creole girl, aged about 12 years, and slave of the Sieur Garrien, of Long
Mountain, states, that her mistress is continually beating her; that she is expected to
clean the room, bathe the child, work at the needle, bring water, and after that take the
infant for a walk every day ; that not being allowed a sufficiency of food, complainant left
her master’s house on Saturday last, coming here of her own accord, and not by the advict}
o
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of any one. The exact quantity of rice allowed to each of his slaves by her master com~

lainant does not know, but it’is certainly not enough to support her. Her mistress beat
Ker on Saturday last with a cane, and on the breech ; the number of stripes she does not
recollect. She is often beaten, but on Saturday her punishment was 8o severe as to induce
her to escape, in order to make her complaint.

The certificate of the examining Surgeon states, that he ¢ finds marks of severe pumsh-
ment on her breech, arms and shoulders ; that her general appearance is emaciated, and
that she is ill clothed.”

Mr. Garrien, in answer to the charge brought against him, declares that the statement
of Nanette, as to the quantity of food allowed to her, is false ; that she has a pound and
a half of rice per diem, but this not sufficing, she seeks the coots of maniocs, potatoes and
other vegetables, which she eats in their raw state, although forbidden to do so.

With respect to her clothing, she has linen enough, but which they are obliged to lock
up to prevent her stealing it. Declarant further states, that it was on account of her con-
stantly marooning that she was punished by her mistress, who hoped by this means to
retain her in the house.

The Protector considers the assertion made by the master, in his answer to the charge
respecting food and clothing, to be contradicted by the reduced and emaciated state of the
girl, whose disposition to eat raw maniocs, potatoes and other vegetables, arises, in his
opinion, from the want of food and sufficient nourishment, instead of the enormous ap-
petite to which the master attributes it. Adding these circumstances, therefore, to the
fact of the girl’s having been very severely punished, in contravention of the 18th article
of the Ord. 43, the Protector conceives it his duty to denounce the complaint to the Pro-
cureur-General, for such proceedings as he may deem fit to take therein. The case was
accordingly transmitted to that officer on the 25th April.

Complaint, No. 21.

Protector of Slaves Office, April 15th, 1829.

Cupidon, aged about 55 years, a slave belonging to Mr. Jean Joseph Amelin, of the
quarter of ** Rivitre du Rempart,” was this day sent to the Protector by the Chief Commis~
sary of police. He states, that he quitted the house of his master about a fortnight past,
because he had been too severely beaten for not doing his work ; the reason of which was,
that being unwell, he could not work. He also complains of having been punished with
a stick and a cane,

On being interrogated as to where he had been since he left his master, he replied, in
Port Louis; that he has slept in the streets, and has received sustenance from a comrade
of his acquaintance. Complainant states, itis now fourteen days since he was last punished,
and then it was by his master’s orders; that there were many persons present when he
received this correction, viz. Appolon, Azor, Barrack, and others, and that he received 50
stripes on all parts of his body. And asking him whether the punishment complained of
caused his lameness, he replied, “ Yes, yes;” and states that he has since been attacked
with fever.

Cupidon also complains of being badly fed, having only one small bowl of rice per day,
and that he works on Sundays as he does on other days, from four o’clock in the morning
until seven in the evening, without having allowed to zim sufficient time for meals.

The person of Cupidon exhibiting many marks of severe (though not of recent punish-
ment,) and his being in a state of weakness so great as to prevent his standing on his feet,
the medical man in attendance was called upon to report on his case. His certificate states,
« that the slave bears marks of severe but not recent punishment on his breech and thighs,
and that he is also labouring under extreme and general debility, which requires imme-
diate hospital treatment.”

1gth April.—The complaint having been transmitted to the Assistant-Protector of the
quarter, for investigation into the circumstances stated therein, was this day returned to
the Protector, accompanied by a declaration from the Sieur Amelin, stating that the com-
glainant is a very bad subject, from whom he can obtain no work whatever : that Cupidon
ad been for some time charged with the care of the hospital, but that his ill treatment of
the invalids obliged his master to withdraw him from that duty: that under a promise of
better conduct, he was afterwards placed in charge of a canteen, from which, however,
he ran away, taking with him six dollars, the produce of arrack sold on declarant’s account;
that during his maroonage he represented himself to be a free man, and thereby entered
into the service of an inhabitant of Grand Port, with whom he remained three months, but
who at the expiration of that time found so great cause of complaint against him, that he was
delivered into the charge of the police, and at his arrival at Port Louis was declared a slave,
and the property of the declarant; upon which, in consequence of his emaciated appear-
ance, he was liberated without receiving any punishment. For two months afterwards every
gossible care and attention was administered to the complainant. Scarcely recovered,
owever, he left the habitation of his master; the weather at this period being bad, and
Cupidon not knowing where to go, he begged shelter of the commandeur of the Sieur
Daruty, whom he had previously known; this person informed declarant. of Cupidon’s
retreat, who was then brought back to the estate and E\mished with 30 stripes of the cane,
as an example for the other blacks. That to prevent is future deseition he was employed
in light work about the premises, and made to sleep in &  case,” from which, howeve}:‘,
202, . ¢
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Parr VL, he has again escaped. Declarant further states, that the complaint is false, and made only

—_— with a view to sunoy him, and he therefore begs that the Protector will award to the said

MAURITIUS.  slave such punishment as the case may appear to call for, when he shall have further
“——— evidence from other blacks of the establishment of its groundless nature,

Report from Result.—a6th April. The Protector, having this day received from the civil hospital
Protector of Slaves. a report of the death of the said Cupidon, which, according to the opinion of the surgeon in
charge of that establishment, originated in a * depraved habit of body, paralysis and other
constitutional causes, and not from any punishment inflicted on his person,” informed his

late master of the event; and thus terminated the investigation of the matter.

Complaint, No, 22.

Protector of Slaves Office, 18th April 1829,

Céline, a negress, aged about 10 years, and belonging to Mr. Denis Lacondray, residing
in Port Louis, appeared at the protector’s office on the 4th instant, and stated, that on the
Saturday preceding her mistress gave her 15 stripes with a cane on her breech, in conse-
quence of which she suffered much pain during the whole of that day: on the following
morning she escaped to 2 house at Grande Riviére, v:vhere ct_)mplamant met a woman
named Marie, who recommended her to make a complaint at this office. Interrogated as
to the reason of her mistress thus punishing her, complainant replied, it was for not sewing
well, notwithstanding she did every thing in her power to content her mistress. A negress,
named Manon, was present when the punishment was inflicted.

Dr. Hart, being called upon to examine the person of the said Céline, delivered a certi-
ficate, of which the following is a copy i—

« T certify having examined Céline, a negress belonging to Mr. Denis Lacondray, and
find a great many marks of punishment on both sides of her breech, apparently inflicted with

considerable severity.”

The Protector having invited the Sieur Denis Lacondray to attend at this office, and
having also made him acquainted with the complaint of his slave, he states, that the little
negress does not belong to him, but to Madame Lisé Letort, his natural daughter, with
whom the girl has always lived ; that the said Madame Lisé Letort now resides with him,
as does also the complainant; the latter, however, about 15 days past, was sent to his
country-house at “ Pointe au Sable,” to be there placed under the superintendence ofa woman
named Manon, belonging to Mademoiselle Demay, a friend of Mr. Lacondray, and the
mother of Madame Letort. Declarant also states, that the complainant has not been

unished in his house, nor by any person in it, since Mademoiselle Demay, nor Madame
Retort, nor himself, have been in the country during the last 10 days. Mr. {acondray does
not recollect the precise time at which he last saw complainant, but remembers it to have
been on the day she was returned from the office of police, where she had preferred a com-

laint against him, the nature of which he does not know, the Commissary of police never

aving given him intimation of the same. On complainant’s arrival at his house, she was
confined in the block ; declarant was not at home at the time, but she was placed there b
one of his servants, who had orders so to confine all slaves who should be brought bac
from maroonage : that 15 days afterwards Céline was sent to his country-house, where
declarant has seen her once or twice since. At this time Céline had not received any

unishment, neither had declarant given any orders for her being corrected, nor does he
believe that any such instructions were given either by her mistress or Mademoiselle Demay;
in short, that he is ignorant of her having received any punishment whatever beyond that
of being shut up in the granary by his orders.

Declarant being asked if he knew whether Céline had been punished by the negress who
has the care of his house in the country, replied, that he did not believe she had ; and that
he has no knowledge of her having received any punishment_or correction in his house in
town or in the country, either by his own orders, those of Madame Letort, or Madame
Demay, or of any other person whatever. ‘

The contradiction thus given by the declaration of Mr. D. Lacondray to that of Céline
induced the Protector to call the complainant again before him, when she further declared,
that she thought herself the slave of Mr. Lacondray, whom she always regarded as her
master ; that she well knows Mademoiselle or Madame Letort, though she did not know
she belonged to her ; her orders, however, were always obeyed, as were those of Mr. Lacon-
dray and her mistress,

Explaining to Céline the contradiction given by Mr. Lacondray to the correction she
complains of having received by his orders, she was again asked by whom that punishment
wasinflicted, and replied by the black, Frederick, at the habitation of her master at “ Grande
Rividre,” by his orders, and in his presence, as well as in that of Manon, a negress, belonging
to him; and farther, that her master had come to the habitation in order to see her

unished. Céline also states, that she has marooned but once; and that the reason for
which she has been punished is because she did not do her needle-work to the satisfaction
of her mistress, the wife of Mr. Lacondray. '

On the 10th April Céline was again examined, at the request of Mr. Lacondray, and the
following questions were then put to her:—
Question. By whom was Madame Letort served during the time she remained at the

house of Madame L. Salter 7— Reply. By myself and Héloise.
' Q. When
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Q. When you were first at the police office, by whom were you advised to make your
complaint against me 7—R. By a woman who lives near to the church, whose name I do
not know, but whose husband has quitted the colony.

Q. Should you know Marie again, were you to see her?—R. Yes.

Q. Did any other person advise you to come to the Protector 17—R. Yes; Seraphine,
a negress, who sells cakes close to the church.

On the 16th April Céline was again brought before the Protector, and on being asked
where Marie lived, and whose slave she was, replied, Marie lives near the church, but to
whom she belongs complainant cannot tell ; she first met her near Grande Rividre, after-
wards near to the church. Complainant did not know Marie before; but was recom-
mended by her to make the present complaint, from her having shewn to Marie the marks
of the punishment she had received. It was early in the morning of the day she came to
the Protector that she saw Marie, who was then employed washing in the river. Com-
plainant has known Seraphine a long time ; she also advised her to come to the Protector
to complain. When complainant at ber last examination said that the Ausband of Marie
had left the colony, she meant to say thatthe master of Marie was gone.

Complainant still persists in declaring that Frederick flogged her by her master’s order,
and that Manon was present at the time.

Frederick, a slave belonging to Mr. Denis Lacondray, and who is stated by Céline to
have inflicted the punishment complained of, was examined by the Protector, and declared
as follows :—

Declarant knows Céline, but does not recollect the day on which she was sent to the
habitation in the country. She was conducted thither by'a black belonging to the habita-
tion, whose name he does not know; neither can declarant tell by whose order Celine was
sent to the country. It was three weeks afterwards that he saw her there, and then he
went with his master in his gig, and staid about half an hour. On that occasion Céline
was sitting at the door of the saloon at needle-work ; declarant did not speak to her,
neither did be hear his master speak to her. He does not know whether his master ordered
Céline to be confined in the granary, nor has he atany time whatever seen Céline unished,
or even heard of her being corrected, either by the order of Mr. Lacondray, his mustress, or
any one else. No one was present when he saw Céline, excepting Manon, who was at work
by her side. Declarant never punished her himself, nor ever knew of any intention on the
part of his master that he should do so.

On being asked if he knew the Bagnoir, near to the basin, close to which Céline says she
was punished, declarant replied, that there are many Begnoirs at the habitation, but
that Ee does not remember that of which Céline speaks.

Having terminated the interrogation of Frederick, Manon, another slave belonging to the
Sieur Denis Lacondray, and a negress, said to be present at the punishment of Céline, was
next examined. She states that the complainant remained with her at the habitation only
three days: that the Sieur Lacondray neverordered declarant to confine Célinein the granary
either by night or by day: that she does not know the place called Bagnoir, where Céline
says she received the punishment; there are several Bagnoirs. Declarant never saw
Céline punished, neither does she know any person living at Grande Riviere with whom
Céline can be acquainted, except a free woman named Adélaide, living near to the habita-
tion, who told her one morning that Céline had been to her house to ask, in the name of
Manon, for some salt meat, which having obtained, she departed. Declarant never heard
of Céline’s being punished either by her master’s orders, or by the orders of any one-else ;
and further, that when Céline left the habitation she had none of the marks of punishment
about her that are now to be seen. '

On the 18th April Seraphine was called upon by the Protector to depose as to the fact of
her having met the complainant after she had quitted the habitation of her master. She
declares that she found complainant near the door of the church, crying, and much dis-
tressed, saying that her mistress was very cruel ; and on examining her breech, declarant saw
marks of very severe punishment. A negress Xassing at the moment, and observing the
situation of the child, led her to the police. About eicht days afterwards (for the second
time) Céline was seen by declarant in an apparently distressed condition, and on being
asked what was the matter, she repeated the same story to declarant. Céline then told
her that she had been taken to the police, and was afterwards conducted by Mr. Vinag to
her mistress, who was recommended not to punish her with such severity ; notwithstanding
which she was sent to the habitation to be punished, and afterwards put in the block, from
which, however, she found means to escape. Declarant further states, that having again
examined the person of Céline, she was astonished to see a child suffering so much from
punichment as to be scarcely able to walk : that she then recommended Céline to return
to her master to ask his pardon, at which moment a Mozambique black gave her into
the hands of a gend’armes, who was before the door of the Protector’s office, in order that
she might make her complaint to him.

Result.—Contradictory as all the evidence taken in this case is, no doubt can be enter-
tained of the girl Céline having been severely punished ; and as by the 19th Article of the
Ordinance, No. 43, the master is bouud to prove that thie punishment was not inflicted by
him or by his orders, the Protector has no hesitation in denouncing the case to the Procureur-
General for prosecution, as an infraction of the 18th Article of the above-mentioned Ordi-
nange- Denounced accordingly, on the 28th April.
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Complaint, No. 23.
[Transmitted to the Protector by the Assistant-Protector of the Quarter of Flacq.]

Protector of Slaves Office, 215t April 1829,

La Rose, a slave belonging to the Sieur Casters, of Flacq, complains, that although he
works with much willingness, his master beats him : that pe has been put under the direc-
tions of the econome, in order to be brought under subjection : that for no reason whatever
the said econome gave him, while at work, several stripes of the cane over his pantaloons:
that he has neither Sunday to himself, nor the regular hours of repose ‘he ought to have,
being employed on Sunday morning in cleaning the cattle, removing the ticks from them, &.
He has nothing else to complain of. ) ) .

The person of La Rose was then examined; several marks of punishment were dis-
covered, all slight, and none recently inflicted. ) o

The Sieur Castera, in reply to this complaint, deplareg, that th'e. punishment inflicted on
complainant was eight stripes of the cane, for having, in opposition to orders repeatedly
given, left his tools in the field in which he had been at work, Jnstead of bringing them
back to the habitation: that immediately after he had received the punishment, he
marooned. On the ninth day afterwards complainant was taken in the act of stealing_maniocs
belonging to the Sieur Mamet, for which he received nine lashes with a cat-o’-nine-tails,
After this second  correction he remained at his work for two days, and then again
marooned. As to that part of the complaint stating that Sundays and the usual hours of
rest are not allowed him, Mr. Castera declares the accusation to be false, his slaves never
being employed on Sunday in any other manner than that allowed by the Ordinance, No. 43 ;
viz. In cleaning und providing the cattle of the establishment with food, a work always
finished by nine o’clock in the morning, after which his slaves are at liberty to go wherever
they please. ) o ] )

The econome of the estate was then examined, whose evidence agreeing in all its points
with that contained in the preceding declaration of Mr. Castera, and more particularly
with respect to the punishment of La Rose, and the unfounded assertion, that he is
deprived of his Sundays and the usual hours of rest.

Result.—The Protector, under these circumstances, thought proper to dismiss the case,
by ordering the slave to be returned to his master, who was at the same time informed,
that as La Rose had already been punished for the offences of marooning and stealing
maniocs, as admitted in his (the master’s) declaration, no further punishment ought now
to be inflicted.

The slave, however, was cautioned s to his future conduct, and particularly on the
consequences that must fall upon him should he follow his habit of marooning, or
appear before the Protector with any more exaggerated or false complaints.

Complaint, No. 24.

Protector of Slaves Office, 21st April 1829,

Alexis, a creole belonging to the Sienr Compty, living in Port Louis, states, that havin
about two months past neglected the usual evening muster on the estate of his master, he
became afraid to show himself, and therefore remained absent from work for the space of
two days; at the expiration of this time he returned to the plantation, and begged for-
giveness of his master, who, in lien of granting him pardon, ordered him to receive
50 lashes with the whip. He was then put in the block, and on the following day was
attached to a weight of 50 ﬁounds by a chain fixed around his neck, and with this weight
was coostantly kept at work until Saturday morning last, when he escaped and went to
the mountain touching the Peterbooth, where he broke his chain and left it with the
weight ; both of which he can find and bring to the Protector, if required.

Examining the person of Alexis, many marks of severe punishment were apparent on
his breech, though none of them recent enough to verify his declaration with regard to
the flogging he states to have received from his present master.

Persisting in his statement respecting the chain and weight, the Protector caused
Alexis to be taken by a guard to the spot in which he says he left it, for the purpose of
ascertaining the correctness of his statement in this particular point: Alexis returned
without having found either chain or weight.

The Sieur Compty being called upon to answer the complaint of his slave, declares the
whole of it to be faise, inasmuch as he does not under any circumstances allow the use of
the whip for the purpose of punishment, neither has he ever had belonging to him a weight
or chain such as those described by complainant, who appears to be a slave of very bad
character, constantly marooning and thieving from the other blacks of the estate.

Result.—The Protector having fully satisfied himself of the groundless nature of the accu-
sation, intended to order complainant to be punished on the estate of his master, and in the
presence of his comrades ; but the master interceding, begged that he might for this offence
recelve a severe reprimand only, and be cautioned as to the punishment which would
follow a repetition of it, hoping by these means to break him of his marooning habit.

Mr. Compty’s request being acceded to, the complaint was dismissed, and the slave returned
to his master.
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Complaint, No. 25.

Protector of Slaves Office, 22d April 1829.
Flizabeth, 2 negress, aged 30 years, belonging to Mademoiselle Cézarine Lechelle,
living in Port Louis, complains of ill treatment received from her mistress, who ordered her
to rise very early on Sunday morning last, to iron linen until seven o’clock, when her mis-

tress directed her to leave that work, and accompany Mademoiselle Marie to church, an
then to return, in order to finish her ironing. After doing as she had been bid, complainant
returned to her work, (which might have been at about 10 o’clock), at which she was kept
until six in the evening, without taking any nourishment, although the other slaves were
allowed to go and take their rations, her mistress saying, “ you shall have nothing to eat
the whole day, therefore conteni yourself with having been out walking all the morning.”
To this complainant replied, that it was by her orders she had been to the church, on which
her mistress flew at her, caught her by the hair, and pushed her several times against the
lanks of the room, striking complainant also with her fist, and kicking her about the
Eody, and after having thus chastised her, said to complainant, “ go to the police if you

choose, and there make your complaint,” which the complainant immediately did.

Result.—The examining Surgeon, after a most careful examination of the person of Eliza-
beth, failed to discover any mark whatever of the blows and kicks complained of; and the
Protector thinking it necessary to call before him the mistress of the slave, satisfied himself
that the whole statement was false and exaggerated. He therefore severely reprimanded
the negress, and returning her to her mistress, dismissed the complaint.

Complaint, No. 26.

[Sent to the Protector from the Quarter of Pamplemousses ]

Protector of Slaves Office, 22d April 1829.

Denis, a creole slave, aged 19 years, belonging to the Sieur Bourgault Ducoudray, of
Pamplemousses district, states, that being employed this morning with other blacks in
cleaning a piece of young canes, his master told him that he was lazy, and did not work ;
to which complainant, however, made no reply. That immediately afterwards Laurie de
Bailler seized him, upon which his master ordered the commander to bring a twig, with
which he gave complainant eight or nine stripes on the back. He has nothing else to
complain of, being well fed, and having Sunday, and hours of reEose to himself,

Being examined, there were found upon his breech two or three slight marks of cor-
rection.

Result —The Protector having received an explanation from Mr. Bourgault, in answer to
the complaint of his slave, was convinced by it of the false and frivolous nature of the accu-
sation; and seeing, moreover, that Denis bad been instigated by other blacks of bad
character to make the complaint, he directed Denis to be returned to his master, to receive,
in the presence of his comrades, 25 lashes of the cat-o’nine-tails, the Assistant-Protector
of the district being instructed to attend at the punishment, and to use his best endeavours
to impress upon the minds of the slaves assembled on the occasion, the determination of
the Protector to put down by severe punishment every thing like insubordination or neglect

of duty towards their masters, more particularly when their alleged complaints are proved
to be of so groundless a nature.

Complaint, No. 27.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis, 27th April 1829.

The slaves named Alerander, Adonis, Mathurin, Cézar, Jupiter, Clement, Camille,
Cécille, Calle and Augustin, all belonging to Madame Ligerau, residing in the quarter of
“ Rivitre du Rempart,” appeared at this office to complain_ of having neither Sunday, nor
hours of repose allowed them during the day, nor time even to take their meals. That
they are obliged to rise at three o’clock in the morning, and work from that hour until nine
o’clock in the evening. . oo

It was here observed to the complainants, that at three o’clock in the morning it must
be much too dark for work ; but they replied, they were employed in collecting grass for
the cattle until waggons came to take it away. Complainants state, that they are allowed
three maniocs a day each as their ration, one of which was weighed by the Protector and
found to be 12 ounces. )

On the following morning Mr. Mathurin Ligerau appeared at the Protector’s office, who
(acting on behalf of his mother, the said Madame Ligerau) having heard the complaint of
his slaves, declared the same to be entirely without foundation. That on Sundays the
slaves are never employed after eight in the morning, until which hour they are employed
in collecting grass, and taking care of the cattle: that they bave their hours 1n the same
manner as the slaves of the neighbouring plantations, viz. two hou'rs for dmner, and three
quarters of an hour for breakfast ; that they do not rise in the morning until day-break, and
that they do not work after sunset. .

Edward, a free man, living in the district of Flacq, and a neighbour of Madame Ligerau,
also deposed upon oath, that he has frequently visited her estate, but has never seen her
slaves working out of time ; that they rise at break of day to collect grass for the ammah:i
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and then go to their work in the fields : that they have their hours of breloques as other
slaves have, and that the Sunday work on the establishment never continues later than
eight o’clock in the morning. Deponent further declares, that no one can be better able
to give information on the manner in which the establishment of Madame Ligerau is con-
ducted than himself, since he was employed for the space of nine years on the same.

The commandeur of the establishment, named Lindor, was then examined, who, hearin
the complaint made against Madame Ligerau, deposed upon oath, that his comrades hag
endeavoured to impose upon the Protector a false statement against their mistress: that
the corvée of which they complain, never lasts longer than eight o’clock in the morning :
that the provisions are good and sufficient in quantity ; and that as to the hours of rising
and breloques, they are always regulated by the clock of Messrs. Damain, on which esta-
blishment the blacks are well fed and well treated in every respect ; that, in short, he cannot
understand how the said slaves of his mistress could dare to make the present complaint.

Result —Four other witnesses being examined, and their evidence perfectly agreeing
with the foregoing, clearly substantiated the groundless nature of the complaint, and the
general bad character of several of the complainants. In consequence of which, the Pro-
tector ordered three of the ring-leaders to receive 25 lashes each, on the establishment of
their mistress ; four others to be confined in the stocks six nights, and the women to be
confined separately for four successive Sundays on the habitation.

Complaint, No 28.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
29th April 1829.

Augustine, aged 22 years, and belonging to Mademoiselle Lalotte Egron, a free woman
of colour, living in Port Louis, states, that about two months past she absented herself
from the house of her mistress in consequence of being ill-treated ; that after remaining
away one month, she returned to beg pardon, instead of which she received 30 stripes of
the cane on her breech, and after this punishment her mistress put a chain on her, which
was fastened to one of the rooms of the house, where she is obliged to work at her needle
night and day ; that she has even passed several nights at work without being able to
obtain the least repose. Complainant also states, that she received a blow with a stick
in the mouth, which broke one of her teeth; that she is badly fed, and has no repose,
not even on Sundays. Complainant quitted her mistress about a week past.

The certificate of the examining surgeon states, that Augustine has some slight marks
of punishment on her breech, apparently of long standing. The surgeon is also of opinion,
that the wound in her neck is the mark of an old ulcer, as the negress has several of the
same description on various parts of her body.

The mistress of Augustine appearing before the Protector declared, that the complain-
ant escaped from the chain by which she had been confined to the house 12 days past.
That she has been 17 years in declarant’s service without discovering any incorrectness of
conduct, but that within the last 12 months she has become completely changed. That she
has been a maroon four times during this period, on one occasion remaining away six
months, onlg because she had received two or three slight slaps of the hand for staying
out of the house until a late hour of the night, in opposition to her positive orders.
Declarant further states, that not being able to keep her negress within doors, she was

obligid to chain her. She denies :ltogether ever having struck complainant with
a stick,

Result.—~The Protector, after having reprimanded the slave, and threatened her with severe
punishment in the event of her again offending in the like manner, or giving to her

mistress any cause of complaint against her, dismissed the case and directed the negress
to be sent back to her mistress.

Complaint, No. 2g.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
April 2gth, 1829.

Prosper, a creole, aged 30 years, and belonging to Madame Chazal of Vacois, in the
quarter of “ Plaines Wilhems,” states, that during the last three years he has been employed
in the woods, cutting shingles. That having broken his cleaver, he dared not return to his
mistress to say so; but repairing to a woman of his acquaintance, be borrowed another.
On his return in the evening, he told his mistress what had happened ; she directed the
tool to be repaired. It was unserviceable, however; he therefore continued to use that
which he had borrowed, reqi‘xe§ting a negress to go to his mistress and ask for the cleaver
which had been mended. This, after some days delay, was done; the woman receiving
and bringing away the tool. But what was the astonishment of Prosper when he found that
his mistress had ordered the commandeur to give him 50 stripes of the cane on the back,
immediately after which her son gave him 10 more. The said Prosper asking the reason
of this punishment, was told it was because he had instructed the woman to come and ask
for the “ cleaver.” He further states the gunishment to have been inflicted upon him on
Monday last, and that he left the house of his mistress yesterday, coming straight to the
Kollpe, from whence he has been sent to the Protector’s office. Declarant also states, that

e is obliged to work on Sundays until three o’clock in the afternoon, his mistress pro-
mising



PROTECTORS OF SLAVES. 31

mising to pay him for spch york : but he has never yet received any recompence on that
account. The son of his mistress, the commandeur, and the black, Belloni, were present.
Complainant states, that he has marooned but once,

The following is the certificate of Dr. Hart, who examined the person of Prosper :

. . Port Louis, Apri .

« [ certify having examined Prosper, a slave belonging to Madame Ch""zarl’angﬂ;i >
several marks on his back qnd shoulders, and also on his left arm, all of which’ he states
were occasioned by his having been punished with the branches of a tree; but the flogging
does not appear to have been attended with any unusual severity.”

(signed) H, Hart, M. D.
Surgeon to the Police.

René, a slave belonging to Madame Chazal, was examined by the Assistant-Protector
and declared, that he knew Prosper, whom he punished during the last week with 15 stripe;
of the cane, by order of Mr. Furcy, the son of Madame Chazal; after which the said
Mr. Furc¥;_ taking the cane in his own hand, gave Prosper three or four stripes more, and
then sent him away.

Declarant being asked with what instrument complainant had been punished, replied
with a small twig taken at the moment from a young tamarind tree; Mr. Furcy’ and the
black, Benoni, were present, but Madame Chazal was not present at the correction.
Declarant cannot say for what offence complainant was corrected ; but states that the
slaves of the plantation do not work on Sundays after the hour of seven or eight o’clock in
the morning ; but if it does happen that an individual works longer than this, his mistress
always satisfies him by ordering double rations, a glass of arrack, salt, and other things to
be issued to him.

It was here observed to declarant that Prosper complains of being made to work on
Sundays until three o’clock in the afternvon, and that he received no recompence for such
labour. Declarant was therefore called upon to say what he knew with respect to this
charge; declarant replied, that he could say nothing about it, except that he never heard
any one of his comrades, not even Prosper himself, make any complaint of this nature.
Declarant does not consider the complainant to be habitually a maroon ; he recollects his
marooning once, when he staid away for several months.

Benoni, another slave of Madame Chazal’s, recollects Prosper’s being punished in the
beginning of the last week by René, under the orders of Mr., Furcy Chazal; that he
received several stripes with a tamarind twig, but so lightly, that Mr. Chazal, taking
the twig from René, gave complainant 10 or 12 stripes, and then sent him away ; René
inflicted faur or five stripes at most. Mr. Furcy Chazal, René, and declarant were present
at the punishment. For what offence Prosper was punished, declarant cannot tell,
Respectin Sunday labour, declarant states that the slaves on the estate are not accustomed
to work after the hour of seven in the morning ; should they by chance work later than
that hour, they always receive a satisfactory compensation. Declarant does not believe
that his mistress could treat complainant in any other manner than she treats the rest of
her slaves. He thinks it likely, however, that Prosper, who was once engaged until past
noon in repairing a carriage, was desirous that Madame Chazal should give him four francs
and a bowl of salt.

The complaint of Prosper having been communicated to Madame Chazal, and that lady
requested to reply thereto, the following explanation, dated 3d instant, was received from
Mr. Furcy Chazal, her son, who, acting on her behalf, declares, that as he was taking
from the store-room the implements necessary for the next day’s supply of the shingle-
cutters at work in the forest, complainant informed him that his * cleaver” belonged to an
old inhabitant of the quarter, named Madame Jean Paul, who had lent it to him some time
past ; upon which Mr. Chazal observed, that he would write to this lady, requesting her to
spare him the tool, and in the meantime he would give him another. Complainant, how-
ever, said this was too heavy, declaring that he neither could nor would use it; and, in
short, complainant refused to obey his master’s directions. On the following day, two
women (strangers) presented themselves to Madame Chazal, requesting to know what was
required of them, Sur rised on her part, Madame Chazal, after informing herself of the
names and residence of the women, learnt, that they had been sent by another negress,
instracted by Prosper to ask in the name of Madame Jean Paul for the cleaver which had
been lent to complainant. These negresses had forgotten the greater part of the message
given them, and were about to retire, when Prosper returned from his work. On being
reprimanded with respect to his insubordinate conduct, and his audacity in sending the
negresses on such a message, complainant became so insolent that his master felt bimself
obliged to direct René to punish him with 15 stripes of the cane, or rather, a small twig
which was broken from a tree for the purpose ; and that in consequence of the indifference
and lightness with which René inflicted the punishment, declarant took the twig from his
hands after René had given him two or three blows, and then gave complainant about
a dozen more himseif. .

With respect to the charge brought against Madame Chazal relative to Sunday labour,
declarant positively denies it, and states, that if by accident any one of her slaves happens
to be employed beyond the usual time, he is always paid to his satisfaction, as may be

proved by every slave on the establishment ; and declarant further states, that the slave
262. Prosper

Part VI.

MAURITIUS.

—

Report from
Protector of Slaves.



Panr VL

——

MAURITIUS.

Report from
Protector of Slaves.

32 COPIES OF REPORTS FROM

Prosper has never had withheld from him any reward whatever to which he has been
entitled.

Result—The Protector having considered the evidence thus adduced, is of opinion that
the complaint of Prosper is altogether groundless, as proved by the declaration of the
master and those of his slaves, Prosper has also been proved to have been guilty of much
ingratitude towards his mistress; and further, to have suborned two negresses to support
his false accusation. Complainant is therefore ordered by the Protector to receive 30 lashes
of the cat-’o-nine-tails on the estate of his mistress, and in the presence of the other blacks

of the establishment.

Complaint, No. 30.

Protector of Siaves Office, Port Louis,
8th April 1829.

A body of 15 slaves from the establishment of Madame de Bissy, of the quarter of Grand
Port, presented themselves in a tumultuous manuer, preferring a complaint of bad treat-
ment received from their mistress. The Assistant-Protector qf the quarter having signified
to these slaves his displeasure at their thus leaving the habitation of their mistress, directed
that three individuals should be selected to make known to him the grievance of which
they came to complain, and ordered the others to return peaceably to their work.

Salamine, a Mozambique, aged about 35 years, was thgn examined : he'declared that he
had but one cause of complaint, viz. that the overseer did not give him time to attend to
the calls of nature.

The second, named Jean Baptiste, a creole, aged 22 years, complained of the same
thing; adding, that the work of looking after the cattle, and providing food for them on
Sundays, continued until too late an hour.

The third complainant, named Arthur, a qreole, aged algout 35 years, states precisely the
same thing ; adding, that five bowls of maize, allowed him as his week’s provisions, was
insufficient.

Such is the nature of their complaint, and that of which their comrades have to represent.

The Assistant-Protector having summoned the Sieur Rozemont, manager of the estate of
Madame Bissy, to appear at his office, and having read to him the foregoing complaint,
received his declaration, stating, that when declarant entered on the establishment of
Madame Bissy the greatest disorder reigned throughout the management of her affairs : that
lady, always absent from the estate, had employed persons but 1ll capable of taking care
of her interests. The slaves, from example, had acquired the habit of absenting themselves
in parties from their work, under the pretext which now forms the ground of their com-
plaint. It was soon perceived by declarant, however, that such was not the object of their
frequent absence ; and in order to put a stop to imposition, declarant issued orders to do
away with such practice, by allowiug only one slave to absent himself at a time. This
change gave great dissatisfaction to the blacks ; but the work of the estate went on well,
and declarant persisted in his resolution; in consequence of which, the said Sieur Roze-
mont declares, that during the last month he has not once had occasion to overlook the
slaves himself. As far as regards their food, their complaint is unjust, it ever having been
declarant’s custom to allow two pounds of maize to each man, thereby giving the slaves
an opportunity of rearing poultry and pigs in abundance. The Sunday-work of which
they complain is also exaggerated; it consists only in freeing the cattle from the insects
attached to them, and the time occupied in this work is very inconsiderable.

Result.—The Protector having considered with attention the nature and circumstances
of this case, views it as one in which the law authorizes him to make an example of the
complainants ; they not having only brought a false and frivolous accusation against the
said manager, but having also aggravated the offence by their tumultuous conduct ; and
in order, therefore, to suppress the least tendency to insubordination, he directs that the
15 slaves shall be punished on the estate of their master, and in the presence of all their
comrades, with 30 lashes of the cat-o’-nine-tails each, the Assistant-Protector to be pre-
sent, who is to take this opportunity of impressing upon the minds of the slaves, that the
only terms upon which they may hope for the support of the Protector (and which he is
always ready and desirous to afford when their complaints are founded), is the quiet and
full discharge of the duty they owe their masters, and those placed in authority by them.

Complaint, No. 31.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
15th April, 1829.

Mercure, a Mozambique, aged 30 years, belonging to Mr. Jean Joseph Mamet, of the
quarter of Flacq, complains of constant ill treatment received from his master, notwith-
standing he does all in his power to content him. That he is beaten with a stick and cane ;
and that he has never marooned. '

On complainant’s being questioned as to the manner in which he had obtained the
blow, causing the swelling on his arm, complainant replied by a stick, and from his master,
who, not content with complainant’s manner of digging, daily threatened him unless he
worked better, which he was unable to do, in consequence of the inflamed state of his
arm. Mercure also states that the commander, and the slaves Salomine, Louis, Isidore(:’

an



PROTECTORS OF SLAVES. 33

and Flore were present when he received the blow on his arm. That his master does
not allow him his Sundays, all the slaves being obliged to work on that day until past
12 o’clock at noon. That he has only half an hour allowed for each meal, and that the
slaves of the plantation are forced to work from gun-fire in the morning until six in the
evening.

The examining Surgeon, in his certificate on the case of complainant, states, that he
finds ¢ marks of punishment on his back apparently of a week’s duration, and an extensive
swelling on the left arm, which requires medical treatment.” Mercure was consequently
gent to the civil hospital, and his complaint transmitted to the Assistant-Protector of the
quarter of Flacg, to be inquired into by aim.

On the 22d April the complaint was returned, accompanied by the proces-verbal of
a declaration made before the Assistant-Protector by the said Sieur Jean Joseph Mamet, in
which he states, that he has no slave of the name of Mercure, but supposes the complainant
to be Hercule, who has absented himself from the plantation since Tuesday last. That
the complaint is false. Declarant admits it to be troe, that about a week past, being with
his slaves on a plantation, and perceiving that Hercule relaxed from day to day m his
work, he ordered the commandeur to give him five stripes of the cane; but with respect
to the blow on his arm, which complainant states to have been received from the declarant,
it is entirely false, the swelling having been occasioned by a boil, which discharged itself
on Monday last (the truth of which is easily proved) ; anc{ then, seeing Hercule to be in
a state unfit for work, declarant sent him to the house, to be taken care of by Madame
Mamet until he should be recovered ; complainant taking with him a box containing his
linen, &c., which was also received into the house. Complainant, however, from time to
time withdrew its contents, and on Tuesday morning left the house of his mistress. Decla-
rant states it to be equally false that Hercule is deprived of his Sundays, or that he has
ouly half an hour allowed him at each of his meals. The whole of his slaves may be
calied upon to prove that they have no other employment on Sunday than that of sup-
plying his house and themselves with water for the day, and the cattle with grass, a work
occupying but a very short time. On other days, as declarant’s slaves have always task-
work to perform, théy begin at what hour they please, and take their meals in the same
way. And as to Hercule’s assertion, that he received the wound on his arm from the
blow of a stick, given him by declarant in the presence of the commandeur, Salamine,
Louis, Isidore and Flore, declarant states, that those sluves, if interrogated, will suffi-
ciently prove the falsity of the accusation. The slaves above-named were then indivi-
dually examined. Alexander (the commandeur) declares it to be false that complainant
was struck by his master ; but states that the inflammation on his arm arose from two boils.
Declarant inflicted a correction of five stripes of the cane on Hercule, because he was
lazy, and never finished his work like his comrades. It is also false that they are de-
grived of Sundays, and necessary time for repose. They breakfast and dine at the

our they please, always having task-work allotted them, a kind of labour they much
prefer, as it allows them to regulate their own time ; and as for Sundays, they have only
to supply the cattle with food, and themselves and their master’s house with water.

Salamine and Louis were then examined, and their evidence agreeing in every particular
with that of the precedinz declarant, induced the Protector to think further investigation of
the complaint unnecessary.

Result —The complaint being evidently false and malicious, it was the Protector’s inten-
tion to mark his opinion of it as such, by ordering the complainant to be slightly punished
on the estate. At the request of his master, however, Hercule has been discharged with
a severe admonition and caution as to his futare conduct.

Complaint, No. 32.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
22d April 1829.

Adeline, a negress, aged 23 years (with her two children), and Pierre Louis, aged be-
tween 14 and 15 years, both slaves of Madam Sturbel, of the district of Savanne, appeared
before the Protector to lodge a complaint against their said mistress. .

Adeline, on her part, states, that her mistress imposes on her the task of making four
sacks a day, (the usual task allotted to those negresses who have no children to nurse,)
and that notwithstanding she does complete her work daily, complainant 1s continually
beaten by her mistress on account of Pierre Louis, who has been put under her orders ;
that he being only between 14 or 15 years of age, is quite incapable of completing four
sacks a day. That the said Madame Sturbel ordered the commandeur, Jean Baptiste, to
give comp?'ainant 25 stripes of a large cane on her breech on Wednesday last, in her pre-
sence, and in that of Georgette, Madelaine, Justine, Christine and Victoire: that she re-
mained on the estate until Monday following : that on Sunday her mistress made com-
plainant’s child (three years and a half old,) work in collecting the  vacois leaves; and
the child not having satisfied her mistress in her manner of executing this work, received
about a dozen stripes of the same large cane. On Monday morning, complainant conses
quently left the habitation with her two children, (one at ghe breast, the othgr, named
Elizabeth, above alluded to,) for the purpose of preferring this complaint. Adeline further
states, that she did not present herself to the Assistant-Protector of the quarter of Savanne

for fear of being sent back to her mistress, who not enly obliges her, but all the other
262. negresses
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negresses to work until seven o’clock on Sunday mon:ning, in making each a sack;in the
event of their not completing which, they are placed in the block.

Pierre Louis, on his part, states, that his mistress would oblige him to make four sacks
a day, which is more than he can do, in consequence of his age and want of strength ; and
that not being able to accomplish this work, he is beaten on the 'breech two or three timeg
a day. That on Wednesday last, a black, named René, was directed by his mistress to
give him 25 stripes of the cane, in the presence of Carolmg, Jeap Marie, Madeline and
Georgette, and that Madame Sturbel was herself present at this punishment,

Dr, Hart’s certificate is as follows :

¢ I certify having examined Adeline, a slave belongipg to Madgme Sturbel, and find she
has a few marks of punishment on her breech, but not inflicted with much severity.

“1 have also examined Pierre Louis, a slave belonging to Madame Sturbel, who has
several marks on his breech, but particularly on the right side; but I have some doubt of
these being the result of blows with a rattan or whip, as stated by the boy, although I am
unable to state in what manner those marks have been occasioned.

“ Port Louis, 22d April 1829. (signed) S “ H. Hart, m.p.
¢ Surgeon to the Police.”

28th April.—The preceding complaint having been transmitted to the Assistant- Protector
of the quarter of Savanne, with instructions to him minutely to inquire into the circum-
stances complained of, the same has this day been returned to the Protector, accompanied
by the declaration of Madame Sturbel, togethcr with a proces-verbal of the examination
of her slaves, Jean Baptiste, René, Georgette, Madeline, Justine, Christine, Victoire, Caro-
line and Jean Marie.

Madam Sturbel declares, that four days before the complainant left the estate she had
a dispute with her husband, named René, and was beaten by him, in consequence of which
she did not produce on the following day (Saturday) her task of four sacks. Complainant
was therefore called before declarant, and reproached for her want of exactitude in her duty,
(Adeline being at that time 18 behind-hand in the number of sacks due from herself and
the children under her superintendence). That on Sunday morning, in order to have the
place cleaned, she directed the women to sweep up the ends of the vacoua leaves, and the
children to collect together such pieces as were serviceable. Declarant being in the
veranda at this time,and having in her hand a cane which she generally carried, gave the
complainant and her child, on passing them, several stripes, because the latter would not
obey her. With respect to the correction on her breech, and of which there appear marks,
complainant brought it upon herself by being out at nights, and leaving the infant in her
hut, and having already lost one child in consequence of her libertinage. That the punish-~
ment of which she particularly speaks as having received on Wednesday last (ten stripes
of the cane), was for being out at nights and returning late in the morning. That the
children whom Adeline ought to instruct in making sacks, not doing their work, are by
complainant beaten when she is angry.” It was with a view of keeping complainant at
home that the negress Adeline was corrected. Declarant further states, that Pierre Louis
was punished by the black, René, because he would not do his work with attention, and
that the marks which are particularly observable on his right side arise from his having
been held by the hand when punished by René, the blows consequently falling heavier on
one side than the other.

Jean Baptiste, commandeur, recollects complainant’s being punished by him with 25
stripes of a small rattan of rose twigs, on Wednesday of the week preceding the Sunday
on which Adeline left the establishment of her mistress. Declarant does not remember the
child Elizabeth’s being corrected ; but Pierre Louis, when he has neglected his work, has
been several times punished with the cane. On Sunday morning the negresses render an
account of the sacks made during the week, and they are put in the block when behind
with their work.

Georgette, a domestic servant of Madame Sturbel, deposes, that she saw the negress
Adeline receive 25 stripes of the cane on Friday, as well as Pierre Louis ; but that the said
Adeline was not corrected on the Sunday of which she speaks; and that her little child only
received some blows of a ruler from her mistress. Deponent well knows, that on Sunday
morning those who have not finished their task for the week are obliged to complete it, or
go to the block.

Madeline, an old negress, charged with the superintendence of the sack-makers, states,
that Adeline was punished because she did not keep those placed under her charge properly
at work. Declarant does not recollect the precise day on which she was punis%le . Itis
not true, however, that the child Elizabeth was corrected by the commandeur ; Madame
Sturbel herself certainly gave the child some blows.

Justine can say nothing relative to the punishment of Adeline, her child, or Pierre
Louis, because she was at the hospital when it took place. On Sundays all the sack-
makers are called upon to make one sack, and those who have not completed their week’s
task are put into the hlock.

Christine declares, that Adeline was beaten with a cane on Wednesday and on Friday
before her departure, but that her child received only a few blows of a ruler from her

mistress
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mistress on the Sunday morning; that Pierre Louis had received only 10 stripes of the
cane three times during the week. v

Victoire, @ Madagascar negress, only heard that Madame Sturbel had beaten Adeline
and her child, and that Adeline had consequently left the establishment.

René was then examined. He states, that he had a dispute with Adeline, his wife, who
scratched him very much in the face ; that during the week his mistress twice ordered him
to flog Adeline, once in the veranda, and once in her own room ; declarant also corrected
Pierre Louis, by his mistress’ order ; and that on Sunday Madame Sturbel gave Adeline
and her child Elizabeth some blows with a ruler, after which complainant left the habitation.

Jean Marie well recollects that Pierre Louis has been beaten often enough, because he
did not complete his task : that instead of bringing three sacks, he hardly ever brought
more than two finished, and one partly so. Declarant also recollects René’s flogging
Pierre Louis on the day alluded to.

Caroline states, that Pierre Louis is often beaten because he does not do his work, and
that on the day mentioned he received a strong correction from René, because he idled
away his time.  All the young blacks of the establishment are put under the direction of
Adeline, who makes them work according to their abilities.

The Protector, with this evidence before him, and an admission on the part of Madame
Starbel as to the manner in which she had punished her female slave, Adeline, cannot view
the case of the complainant Adeline otherwise than as an infraction of the 18th Article of
the Ordinance, No.43. With respect to that of the boy Pierre Louis, it would appear that
he has not only been punished with too great severity for a boy of his age, but that he has
also been flogged several times in one week, and even more than once in the same day,
consequently without giving that time required by law between one correction and another.
The Protector therefore considers it his duty to transmit the case to the Procureur-General,
for prosecution against_the said Madame Sturbel, under the 17th and 18th Articles of the
Ordinance in Council, No. 43.

Complaint, No. 33.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
11th May 1829.

Cacala, a slave aged about 50 years, and belonging to Mr. Castera, of the quarter of
Flacq, declares that he is continually maltreated by the econome, Mr. Frangois, as well as
by his master, both of whom are ill-disposed towards him: that during the last week he
received several blows of a cane on his back, by order of the said Mr. Frangois, for not
hearing him when called ; one of these blows cutting into his flesh, caused a swelling which

ives bim much pain: that he is allowed but one pound of rice per day, and scarcely time
to take his food gefore he is called by the econome to goto work : that for nearly two years

ast he has received no clothes from his master, and that he is frequently obliged to clothe
Eimself with coarse sacking: that he is allowed no breloques, and that he is obliged, with
the other blacks of the plantation, to rise at three in the morning, and continue em loyed
until gun-fire, or eight in the evening: that with the others he works on Sunday until noon,
and sometimes until one o’clock in cleaning the cattle, and the yards in which they are
kept. Declarant also states he did not know that he ought to have made his complaint to
the Assistant- Protector of the quarter of Flacq: that he quitted the estate of his master on
Saturday last, and appeared at the police office yesterday.

Dr. Hart, who examined the person of the complainant, delivered the following cer-
tificate:—¢ I certify having examined Cacala, a slave belonging to Mons. Castera, and
find that he has several old marks of punishment on his back, shoulders and breech; he
a{)p;a\;is about 45 or 50 years of age, looks thin and emaciated, seems ill fed, and badly
clothed.”

On the following day tenindividuals, all slaves belonging to the said Mr. Castera, also pre-
sented themselves at the Protector’s office, complaining that their master allowed them no
breloques, nor time to take their food : that he obliges them to'cook their rationsin the even-
ing, in order that they may take them to the fields on the following morning : that they have
only a quarter of an hour, or half an hour at most for breakfast, and the same time for dinner :
that they are not allowed, under a pain of being punished with 25 stripes of the cane, to
take their food in the court-yard: that on Sunday they are obliged to clean the cattle, on
which they are employed until one, and sometimes two o’clock in the afternoon: that ada
never passes without their being beaten, either by their master or his econome with a stici
or cord; the stick they have brought expressly to show to the protector ; and that on asking
why they are punished with such a stick, their master reElies “ What, you will talk with
me! Go to the police, and there ask why I beat you.” That it is quite impossible to
please Mr. Castera, who even beats them "while at work: that having been so frequently
called before the police, their master no longer beats them with a cane, because it leaves
marks, while the stick causes only inflammation and some black spots.

On being asked why they had dared to leave their work on the estate in & body, and if
they did not know that such a practice was altogether forbidden, they replied, if two or
three only had come, the Protector would not have believed them, but would have said it
was only those two or three who were ill-treated, and not all of them; besides which, they
did bpot know they ought not to have come in a hody. Complainants further state, that
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their master has 150 head of cattle to be cleaned'ever.y Sunday n_mming. They are 16
blacks, and 12 on the estate, who are all employed in this v?ork, which generglly occupies
them from sun-rise until noon, and sometimes later, after which they have nothing to do.

Estaste, one of the complainants, further declareg, that the mgrks w_hich she bea}'s on her
breech are the result of a flogging of 25'lashes with a cart-whip, which she recelveq from
her master about a month past, and at which almost_ all the slaves were present. She further
states, that she was punished in the ﬁe}d at the time they were working, stretched on the
ground, with her hands held by Courcier, now present, who confirms what complainant
states.

The complainants were then cxamined by Dr. Hart, yvhose c.ertiﬁcate states, ¢ that
Antoine has slight marks of punishment on the right side of his breech. Bourdeaux,
a negro, has several marks on both sides of the breech, apparently very old. Guillaume has
several old marks also on his breech. Jean Louis has no marks whatever. Courcier hag
very extensive marks of laceration on his shoulders and. breech, apparently very old,
Estasie, a negress, has slight marks on her breech; she appears weak and emaciated, and
apparently ill-fed. Toinette exhibits marks on her breech and back, apparently old,
Perrine has some very old marks on herbreech; Celestme.also exbibits some very old marks
on her breech. All the above, except Estasie, appear well fed and tolerably clothed. Perrine
seems old, and should be exempt from hard labour.”

May 14th.—The Protector being of opinion that a personal investigation of this com-
plaint might be attended with good effects, more particularly as the present Instance is
not the first in which the Sieur Castera has been complained against by his slaves, repaired
to the estate, accompanied by the Assistant-Protector of the district of Flacq, and there
calling before him the complainants, and reading to them the substance of the depositions
made by them at his office on the 11th instant, received from each a declaration that such

was the complaint they meant to make.

The Protector then proceeded to examine the other blacks on the establishment of
Mr. Castera (16 in number, not parties in the said complaint), by whose evidence that part
of the complainants’ statement respecting the constant punishment inflicted by their master
was proved to be completely false, more especially that part in which Estasie states that
she received 25 lashes with a cart-whip, since all the slaves of the establishment, not even
excepting the complaintants, now agree ip stating that the said Estasie had been corrected
for marooning. The precise period at which the ppmshment took place they do not recol-
lect; it was before a certain field of maize, now in flower, was planted, anc{ must conse-
quently be at least four months ago. And further, that the punishment was inflicted with
a cane and not a whip. Two other negresses being examined on this point, declared that
Estasie was punished on Monday last, thereby proving to the Protector, beyond all doubt,
the false and malicious nature of Estasie’s statewent.

The slaves being next examined on the quantity of food allowed them, declared that they
were perfectly satisfied with it, and that they were allowed their breloques and Sundays :
that they breakfast and dine according to the clock of Mr. Carles; but that the econome
does sometimes make them rise before the bell of that establishment sonnds for the people
to return to their work. The econome denies this; and the Sieur Castera admits that he
does not exactly know the time his slaves have for repose, having given orders that the
same shall be regulated by the bell of Mr. Carles, in consequence of the good order
observed on that establishment. With respect to Sunday labour, which consists only in
cleaning the oxen and providing them with food, complainants persist in sayiug it con-
tinues until mid-day, ang sometimes later; but that when Mr, Castera is himself present,
the same work is finished by eight or nine o’clock in the morning : this the other slaves of
Mr. Castera confirm. With regard to the hours of daily labour, it is admitted by all that
they begin at sunrise and cease at sunset.

Interrogated as to the truth of complainants, in stating that they were beaten with a
large stick, such as that now produced to them, and also with a cord during the time the
were at work in the field, the commandeur and the other slaves (not complainants) posi-
tively declare that neither their master nor the econome ever used such a stick for that
purpose ; and that the stick produced is one which was taken from the room of her master
by Toinette, one of the complainants, at the time she left the habitation with the others
to complain. .

The said negress being asked her reason for quitting the house of her master, in which
she was a domestic servant, replied, with much impertinence, that she had no Sunday :
on which it was observed to her, that this was no cause for complaint with her, since by the
Ordinance 43 her duty was to be in attendance on her master.

With respect to the prohibition stated to be placed on the slaves entering the court-yard
to take their meals, the commander and other slaves of the establishment state, that no
such regulation exists or has existed: that it is permitted to them to dine in the court, and
for the reason that they may be ready to attend the summons to work when the clock

strikes; but that when working on the plantations remote from the house, they prefer
taking their food theve,

Résult.—~Considering from the foregoing evidence the complaint to be unfounded, and
finding that the slaves Guillaume, Courcier and Antoine were the instigators of the de-
sertion; and also in eonsequence of their insolent and unbecoming manner towards those
employed in the investigation of this complaint ; the Protector sentenced each of them to

receive
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receive 25 lashes of the cat-o’-nine-tails, in the presence of the whole establishment of their
master, the said Sieur Castera.

Having also established proof that the declaration of Estasie is false and malicious, and
thereby tending to injure the character of her master, she was sentenced, as well as
Toinette (who excited the girl Adeline to follow her), to solitary confinement, from Saturday
evening until Monday morning, for the four following weeks, the Sieur Castera being
recommended to take care that they are confined in a dry healthy place, and furnished
with all necessary food.

The other complainants appearing to have been completely imposed upon by their com-
rades Guillaume, Courcier and Antoine, were reprimanded and enjoined to better conduct,
on pain of future punishment, in the event of their again coming to the Protector with an
unfounded complaint ; at the same time they were made to understand, that whenever they
may be subject to treatment affording just cause of complaint, they will always find in the
Protector an attentive and ready friend.

The slave Cacala, whose complaint (made on the 11th instant) was also unfounded, was,
in consequence of his age, exonerated from punishment, and recommended to his master to
be employed in some light description of work.

The Protector then reprimanded the econome of Mr. Castera for not observing with more
punctuality the instructions given him with respect to the hours of ¢ breloques,” an inva-
sion of which, under any circumstances, could not be admitted, and in the event of a recur-
rence would be severely visited by the Protector.

Complaint, No. 34.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
11th May 1829.

Rasaffe, a slave belonging to Madame Collique, of Port Louis, complains that her mis-
tress yesterday gave her a blow in the mouth with her hand, and that she also cut com-
plainant’s finger with a knife, because she had not cleaned a buffet, notwithstanding her
assuring Madame Collique that she had cleaned it. The slaves Victoire, Celine,
Nemorin and James, who were present when this happened, can attest to the truth of her
story.

Madame Collique states, that she struck complainant in consequence of her extreme
impertinence and menacing manner, but denies having struck, or thought of striking her
with a knife. At the time this occurred, declarant had many knives and forks and spoons
in her hand, and believes that the wound on the slave’s finger must have been occasioned
by the girl’s endeavouring in her rage to seize Madame Collique by the arms.

The mistress’ statement of the impertinent conduct of Rasaffe, and particularly that part
stating her having menaced declarant, being supported by the evidence of the slaves named
by Rasaffe, in her complaint, the Protector dismissed the case by directing the negress to be
confined in the block for three days.

Complaint, No. 35.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
12th May 1829.

Rosalie, a negress, aged 20 years, and belonging to the Sieur Julien, a man of colour,
living in the Camp Malabar, states that she is obliged to work harder than her present
ill state of health can support. That when she tells her master so, he beats her with
a stick, and tells her she shall work. Complainant further states, that her sight being de-
fective, she sometimes fails to see clearly that which her master wishes to have done, and
;lhat he then throws snuff into her eyes; in short, complainant is afraid to return to his

ouse,

Having found Rosalie to be in a state of great weakness, and to be affected with some
disorder of the eyes, Dr. Hart was called upon to report on her state of health. His certi-

ficate 1s as follows:
Port Louis, 12th May 1829.

« 1 certify baving examined Rosalie, a negress belonging to Monsieur Julien, Wl}o
exhibits very slight marks of punishment on her back. She is affected with paralysis,
and appears debilitated to sucha deig‘ree, that I would recommend her to be sent to hospital,
being wholly unfit for work of any kind.

(signed) « H. Hart, M. D.
“ Surgeon to the Police.”

20th May.—The master of Rosalie having appeared at this office, and satisfied the
Protector that that part of complaint relative to ill-treatment was altogether groundless,
and having, in conformity with the opinion of Dr. Hart, promised to abstain from imposing
any labour whatever on the complainant during the time she may remain in her present
weak state of health, the Protector dismissed the complaint ; but sending Rosalie to the
civil hospital, to be there treated at her master’s expense. The negress discharged from
the hospital, and returned to her master on the 20th May.
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Complaint, No. 36.

[Transmitted by the Assistant-Protector of the Quarter of Flacq.]

_ Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis, 1gth May 182g.

Francisque, a Mozambique, aged 50 years, belonging to Madame de La Tour de St. Igest,
complains, that the Commandeur Bastien beat him yesterday with a stick while em loyed
with other slaves in attending the masons at work on the establishment. The said com-
mandeur passing the place at which they were -emplog‘ed, and seeing them to be without
mortar, and attending only the chief mason, said, “ Since you have no work here, follow
me to the habitation.” Complainant replied, “he could not quit without being ordered to
do so by the chief mason.” That when he was told by him to go, he obeyed. Bastien
then beat him in such a manner, that complainant escaped, in order to come and make his
representation of the treatment he received. Petit Jean, René, Roger and Felix, were
present at this affair. Francisque has nothing else to complain of. )

On examining the person of complainant, it appeared that he had three slight marks of
the cane on his shoulders; but in other respects he showed no signs of ill-treatment, or of
being ill-fed. )

Bastien, the commandeur, together with the three slaves by the complainant, were then
examined by the Assistant-Protector. Bastien declares, that he never struck complainant
with a stick, or otherwise ill-treated him ; that this is a very false black, and that the cir-
cumstances which occurred were these :—That on Monday last, observing the blacks,
whose duty was at that time to attend the masons, to be without work, he ordered them to
follow him to the wood, from which he had directions to bring some timber; all obeyed,
excepting complainant, who said, however, that he would follow. Declarant, on his return
from the wood, found that Francisque had not obeyed his instructions ; on being sent for,
he said he had been employed in bringing stones for the mason ; it was proved, however,
that Francisque had not been seen by them since he was dirccted to follow declarant to the
wood: that, after this, he ordered complainant to take his l;:ioche, and go to the habitation:
waiting a long time, and not finding Francisque obeﬁ[ him, he sent in search of complainant,
who was found asleep in some neighbouring brushwood ; and it was for these repeated
offences that he was punished with four stripes of the cane: and declarant further states it
to be false that com faina.nt was punished in any other manner.

The black, Petit Jean, states that he was present at the punishment of complainant,
which was inflicted for disobedience of orders, and because he was found asleep in the
wood. Declarant further states (in reply to the Assistant-Protector’s questions respectin
the extent and nature of the punishment), that complainant was corrected with a cane, ang
received four stripes only; that Roger, Felix and Réne could not have seen the punish-
ment, because they were all three employed et that time in the sugar-house.

Roger, Felix and Réne individually declared that complainant was wrong in citing them
as witnesses of the punishment he received, all three of them being employed in the
sucrerie, from whence they could not observe that which was passing without; they heard
it said that Francisque had received several stripes of the cane, and afterwards heard that
the number was four. Declarants never heard that complainant had been otherwise ill-
treated by Bastien. Francisque was known amongst his comrades as a thief and an
ill-disposed man, and had stolen from Roger two iron pots, and from Felix two days’
provisions;; all of which, however, complainant denied.

Result.—-As this complaint was proved to be false, and as the master would have had
a right to inflict upen tKe slave Francisque 25 lashes for his idle and perverse conduct,
the Protector ordered the said complainant to be punished with that number of lashes in
the presence of the other blacks of the establishment.

Complaint, No. g7.

Protector of Slaves’ Office, Port Louis,
i May 1gth, 182g.

Alfrida, a creole girl, aged about 15 years, belonging to Mons. Gaud, of Port Louis,
has this day been arrested by the police asa maroon, and sent ta this office to prefer
a complaint against her master for excessive punishment received from him. Complainant
states, that she marooned about two months ast, in consequence of having received 25
stripes of the cane on her breech by order of her master, who suspected her of stealing
a cake of chocolate, which she positively denies to be true. Complainant was ordered b
her master to be stretched on the ground, with her hands and feet held by the slaves
Louis and Sansouci, who can_ prove the fact, as well as that of her being punished
in the presence of all the blacks of the establishment: that before her maroonage her
mistress shut her up every night in the granary, forbidding her to leave the house, though
for what reason _this was done complainant cannot te l; and that her master daily
threatens her with punishment unless she discovers to him the person who stole the
chocolate,

On being asked by whom the punishment complained of was inflicted, Alfrida replies,
by Felix, in the presence of Biguette, Phrasie and Justine ; and on being interrogated as to
the period which elapsed between her being accused and punished for the theft, she replies,

that she was accused at seven o’clock on Saturday morning, and punished one hour
afterwards,

The
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The following is the certificate of the examining Surgeon :

] ) “ Port Louis, 20th May.
« I certify having examined Alfrida, a negress, belonging to Monsieur Gaud, and find
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she has marks of punishment on both sides of her breech ; but apparently not inflicted with ————~——"

great severity. She appears in good health, and to be well clothed.”

 On the following day Mr. Gaud appeared at this office, agreeable to the Protector’s
request, declaring, that the whole complaint was false and malicious : that he purchased
this girl about 18 months past, from a Mr. Bickagee, with an excellent character: that
she soon forfeited that character, by a disposition to pilfer, and (although so young) to
libertinage : that she was detected in the act of forcing her mistress’ wardrobe, but for-
given for it. It is true, that she has frequently been locked up in the granary, on account
of continually absenting herself from the house at night. That about 6 or 7 months ago
she was detected with part of her young mistress’ clothes upon her, which she had clan-
destinely taken from her drawers ; for this offence her mistress ordered her to be punished :
that she marooned soon afterwards, and was absent about a month : that shortly after her
return she stole eight francs from the slave named Felix, for which she was punished by
her mistress’ order. This happened about two months after her first punishment, and that
it must have been the latter end of January or the beginning of February last. Declarant
does not know how many stripes of the cane complainant received, but her mistress says
not above a dozen at each time. That on the 14t§ March she was detected by declarant
stealing two cakes of chocolate, for which he gave her a few strokes of the cane on her
shoulders, and over her clothes. That, fearing further punishment, complainant marooned
on the same morning, and has been absent ever since, now bringing this false accusation
against him as an excuse for her marooning.

At the Protector’s request, the other slaves of Mr, Gaud were sent for, and all (excepting
Sansouci, who was in the country) appeared ; viz. Felix, Louis, Brigette, Euphrasia an
Justine, who all declared that they never saw Alfrida punished as she has stated to have
been. That the last time she was punished was before she last marooned : that she then
received 10 stripes of the cane on her breech, by order of her mistress, for stealing some
money from Felix : that Louis punished her in the court-yard, in presence of her mistress,
and all of the declarants: that she was corrected once before that (a long time since),
before New Year’s Day, for wearing Mademoiselle’s clothes: that complainant then
received ten or twelve stripes of the cane from Felix, by her mistress’ order: that her last
punishment was for stealing money; her master then beating her on the shoulders and
upon her clothes with a cane, on the same morning that she stole the chocolate. Declarants
are sure that complainant took it, as it was under her care, and no one else could have got
at it. On again questioning them as to the time at which she was corrected for taking the
money of Felix, declarants all agree in stating, that it was about six weeks or two months
after New Year’s Day, and that complainant was not punished on the 14th March, the day
she last marooned, except by a few strokes of the cane, as above stated. They also declare
complainant to be a great pilferer, and a very bad girl in other ways.

Result.—The Protector taking the above circumstances into consideration, directed that
Alfrida should be confined to the house for the four following Sundays, or in the granary,
and alone, for having endeavoured to impose upon him with a false complaint against her
master, cautioning her at the same time as to her future conduct, which appears to have
been hitherto extremely bad ; complainant was then sent back to the police, whence she
had been seat to the Protector’s office.

Complaint, No. 38.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis, 21st May 1829.

Jean, a Mozambique, aged about 50 years, belonging to Mons, Daubigny, of ¢ Montagne
Blanche,” in the quarter of Flacq, complains that he is continually menaced by his master,
without his knowing wherefore, notwithstanding the gooed character given him by bis com-
mandeur. That he is badly fed, has no breakfast; generally dines at noon, and has his
supper at gun-fire. Like the rest of the slaves, declarant is obliged to remain until noon of
the following day without food ; that he has as his daily rations no more than two small
measures of rice, which is insufficient for him ; and that scarcely has he began his repast
before he is sent away to work by his master. That since declarant has lived with
Mr. Daubigny he has received no clothes; that he is consequently obliged to wear old
bags. He also states, that he has no breloques; that himse(IIf and the other slaves are
forced to work on Sunday, from six o’olock in the morning until two and sometimes three
o’clock in the afternoon, either in cleaning the cattle, bringing wood, or cleaning the garden;
that at five o’clock in the evening they are employed in procuring wood for the kitchen,
and grass for the horses, which work continues until seven o’clock : that finding himself
thus treated, he left the plantation of his master about three weeks past, in order to come
to Port Louis to make his complaint. On being questioned as to where he has been during
his absence from the plantation, declarant rephes, that three days after quitting his master
he went to the Peterbooth, where Mr. Daubigny has another estate, which is left in the
care of two negresses, named Brigette and %’larie Joseph, and a black named Cassimir:
that he was detained there by a wound on his foot. Declarant did not present himself
before the Assistant-Protector of Flacq for fear of being sent back to his master.

264. The

Report from
Protector of Slaves.



40

Part VL

——

MAURITIUS.
“—
Report from
Protector of Slaves.

COPIES OF REPORTS FROM

The examining Surgeon in his certificate states, l:.hat l_1e dges not find any mark of punish-
ment on the complainant, nor any appearance of his being ill-fed.

2gth May.—The complaint of Jean having been transmitted to the Assistant-Protector of
the quarter of Flacq, for investigation into the circumstances therein stated, was this day
returned to the Protector, accompanied bKa declaration made by the said Sieur Dgubigny,
in which he expresses his surprise that the complainz_mt, whom he has had' with him from
infancy, and towards whom declarant has shown nothing but the greatest kindness, should
have brought so unjust and so unmerited an accusation against him, the groundless nature
of which, those of his slaves who have followed him to the Assistant-Protector’s (14 in
number) can easily prove. Declarant states, that the whole of his blacks begged to follow
him for this purpose, and would have been brought forw?.rd, but. for the necessity _declarant
was under of leaving a part of his people for the protection of his estate. The Sieur Dau-
bigny further declares, that the complainant has for a long time past been insubordinate ;
and {as several times endeavoured (though without effect) to engage others of his slaves
to join in his evil designs: that the blacks belonging to declarant are well fed, and well
clothed : that they enjoy the privilege of rearing pigs and poultry, in order that they may
obtain the means of procuring other gratifications : that his people are never required to
work in wet weather ; that they rise at day-break, and cease their labours at sunset: that
during the week, and on Sunday morning, they bring in the quantity of grass necessary for
the cattle, which work, together with cleaning the oxen, never employs the slaves later
than eight o’clock in the morning : that the said Jean left declarant’s house on the 6th
instant, after being one month without doing any description of work whatever, in con-
sequence of a slight wound he received on the foot: that complainant stole a copper
saucepan from the house of the commandeur, which was used for distributing, and not for
measuring the rations of his slaves, as falsely stated by complainant : that complainant,
being ordered to wash a manioc trough, refused to do it, for which act of disobedience,
however, he received no punishment. Declarant, in short, to make the abominable
character of Jean more apparent, here dproduced a list of offences committed by the com-

lainant, but for all of which the said Jean (through a mistaken feeling on the part of

r. Daubigny) has received pardon. :

Determinet{ not to allow Jean to remain any longer on the estate, and fearing, should he
be sent back, that he will immediately maroon, Mr. Daubigny was desirous that com-

lainant (in addition to the punishment that may follow this malicious accusation,) should
Ee confined by a chain, in conformity with the law, until sold by his master.

The slaves named Grand Jean, Jean Louis, René, Jean Pierre, Carambo, Hector, Julien,
Petit Jacques, Marcelin, Magdeline, Victoire, Fené, Melanie and Marguerite, were then
separately examined on the subject of the said complaint, all of whom unhesitatingly
declared that the same was false and wicked in every way ; that Jean has always been a bad
man, and that they do not know why their master, of whom they have nothing to speak
but praise, should have kept him so long. Declarants state, that the complainant has
repeatedly endeavoured to withdraw them from their duty; that they have breloques
and Sundays quite to their satisfaction, always finishing ther corvée by eight o’clock in
the morning ; that they are well fed and well clothed. Grand Jean, the commandeur,
further declares, that instead of expressing himself as contented with the complainant, he
has always told his master that he could do nothing with Jean, who is a drunkard and
a thief, on which account declarant has often recommended his master to send him away,
lest mischief should arise from the bad example he set to the other blacks of the establish-
ment : that he has repeatedly been reproached by declarant with want of gratitude to-
wards a master, who has not only bred him up, but who has always treated him with more
than common kindness. Declarant further states, that when Jean left the habitation he
had with him a new pair of blue trowsers and a new cotton shirt.

The slaves above-named were afterwards examined, and found to be in excellent health,
very well clothed, and perfectly happy.

Result.—The Protector having given much attention to this case (as well as to other
cirsumstances which had come to his knowledge, relative to the manner in which the
slaves on the estate of Mr. Daubigny are treated), views it not only as an unfounded com-
Elaint, but of a character altogether malicious; he, therefore, in exercising the power given

im by the law, directs the said Jean to be punished with 50 stripes of the cat-o’-nine-tails
on the estate of his master, and in the presence of his comrades, the Assistant-Protector
being instructed to make those slaves who may be present at the punishment well under-
stand, and Jean in particular, the regret he feels at being obliged to make so severe an
example, which he trusts, however, will convince them of the necessity of observing that
good conduct and attention to their duties which can alone ensure that care and consi-
deration which the Protector is ever desirous to afford to them.

Complaint, No. 39.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
May 28th 1829.

Romeo, a Mozambique slave, aged 35 years, belonging to Mr. Sturbel, of the quarter of
Savanne, complains that his master ordered the commandeur, named Cadet, on Saturday
last, to lay complainant on the ground, and in that position, with his hands and feet held
by Télémaque and Joussaint, to give him 40 lashes with a cart-whip, for having badly cut

a picce
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a piece of wood on which complainant had been set to work by his master: that the

unishment took place in the forest, where he had been working; and that he is
{:adly fed, receiving ouly two maniocs a day as his rations. Complainant states, that he
left the habitation of his master on Saturday last, the day on which he was punished ; that
not being able to walk, he remained in a wood near the house of his master until yesterday
morning, when he came to the police to prefer his complaint, and was sent to this office
from thence. He did not go to the Assistant-Protector of the quarter, fearing to be sent
back to his master. Mr. Dubois, Mr. Sturbel, and the two slaves before-mentioned, were
present at the punishment ; the other slaves, being at work in the wood, could not observe
what was passing.

The following is the certificate of Dr. Hart, the examining Surgeon :—

« T certify having examined Roweo, a slave, belonging to Mr. Sturbel, and find extensive
marks of punishment on both sides of his breech, but particularly on the right side ; these
are marks of old and recent punishment, all apparently inflicted with great severity ; he
appears to be ill-fed also.

(signed) « H, Hart, M.p.
“ Surgeon to the Police.”

The foregoing complaint having been transmitted to the Assistant-Protector of the quarter
for investigation into the same, has been returned to the Protector, accompanied by the
reply of Mr. Sturbel, in which it is declared, that since the 2oth May the complainant
Romain (alias Romeo) and his cowrade Hippolite, both good sawyers, were set to work
on sawing a fine tamatacca-tree for the purpose of ship-building, the same being 22 feet in
length by 12 in diameter ; that, after beginning their work well, Hippolite became sick, in
consequence of which he was replaced by another sawyer, named Télémaque, with whom
Romain (alias Romeo) did nothing but spoil every plank they cut until Saturday, the 23d
instant ; the slaves, however, had assured declarant that the work was going on well, of
which he made daily inquiry: on this day, going with the Sieur Dubois to inspect the
planks, declarant was surprised to find that his confidence bad been abused, the whole,
excepting the plank cut on the first day, being so entirely spoiled by bad sawing as to be
quite useless; as a punishment for this fault, and in the presence of the Sieur Dubois
Dumillac, declarant caused both the slaves, Télémaque an(f Romain, to receive from his
commandeur Cadet 40 lashes of the whip, not yet having been able to procure a cat-o’-nine-
tails : that Romain marooned on the same day.

The persons above-named as having been present at the punishment, attested to the truth
of declarant’s statement, as did also the commandeur Cadet, Joussaint, a slave of Mr. Du-
bois, Télémaque, César and Hippolite, all sawyers. The Assistant-Protector having asked
Cadet if he continued to use a whip in the punishments inflicted by him, was answered that
he did not, and at the same time was shown a cat-0’-nine-tails, formed of dried hide, and
having three knots in each tail.

The said slaves being then interrogated as to their daily provisions, declared that they
received every evening two maniocs and one pound of rice for those who worked in the
woods, and after finishing their work, a small glass of arrack ; the slaves of the habitation
being allowed two maniocs, weighing two pounds.

The slave Télémaque was then interrogated as to the correction he received, and the
destruction of the wood he had been sawing with Romeo. He replied, that he felt he had
done wrong in not informing his master of what had happened in the beginning, and that
it was for this fault he received 4o lashes of the whip, of which the Assistant-Protector
states some slight traces to remain, but now cicatrizedp. Télémaque and César also state,
with respect to their rations, that those slaves who are emﬁloyed in the wood receive ever
evening two loaves of baked manioc, and one pound of engal rice, and when they wor
well, they get arrack. The Assistant-Protector farther states, that the whole of the slaves
on the estate of Mr. Sturbel appear to be in good health and condition.

Result.—The Protector, in considering the evidence before him, is of opinion that the
complaint of Romeo, with respect to the insufficiency of food allowed him, is unfounded.
With regard to the punishment complained of, Mr. Sturbel having admitted that he not

only corrected Romeo in the manner described, but that he also punished the slave Télé-
maque in the same way, it becomes the Protector’s duty to transmit the case to the
Procureur-General for prosecution against the said Sieur Sturbel, under the 18th Article of

the Ordinance in Council, No. 43.

Complaint, No. 40.
Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis, -
14th May 1829.

Scapin, a siave belonging to Mr. Charles Beguinot, living at ¢ Trois Ilots,” in the quarter
of Flacq, states that he was sent with a parcel of linen to wash at a neighbouring river;
that the river became swoln by a sudden rain, so as to overflow the place where he was,
and wash away nearly all the clothes, except a few, which he saved, and returned to his
master, who Kecame furious, and beat and kicked him, saying that he told a lie: that on
the next day he went to seek for the linen he had lost, but could find none: that he was
soon after arrested by another of his master’s blacks, who re-conducted declarant to the
houge. and then placed him in the stocks. Onthe following morning (Monday), his master
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gave him about 20 strokes with a stick, and also several kicks and blows: that he was
wounded on the forehead, and on one of his ears : that his master soon after released him,
and sent him to bring manure, when complainant took the opportunity to escape, and came
to make his complaint. Scapin further states, .that he was gagged, to prevent his crying
out when punished, and that his mistress, Philip and Piton were present when his master
beat him.

The complaint of Scapin having been sent to the Assistant-?rotector of the quarter of
Flacg, to be investigated by him, has been returned, together with a proces-verbal of the
examinations taken by him.~ )

Mr. Charles Beguinot declares that complainant was sent on Saturday the gth instant
with Go pieces of linen to wash in the river ; that he did not return till supper-time, when
it was too late to examine the clothes that had been returned. The next morning, how-
ever, declarant’s housekeeper found a great deficiency in the linen, and that which was
brought back had been very ill washed. Complainant was then called for by his master,
but he was missing, and declarant consequently presumed that he had stolen the linen, as
he had been guilty of many thefts before. Declarant then sent one of his blacks to seek
for Scapin, who was found in a canteen, drinking with other slaves. Scapin returned with
the man sent for him as far as Madame Blaise’s, but refused to go further; upon which
his companion had recourse to force, and with the aid of two of Madame B.’s slaves,
succeeded in getting Scapin home, and putting him in the block, That while placing him
there, the complainant made all the resistance he could, when he was pushed by the other
black so strongly, that he fell on the stocks and cut his ear and forehead. On the following
morning he was interrogated as to what he had done with the linen which was given him
to wash; and le replied, that while washing, the river swelled and carried away the greater
part of it. When it was observed to him that there had not been sufficient rain to cause
the river to swell to such a pitch so suddenly as to prevent his saving the linen, he replied,
that he had divided the things into two parcels, one of which he carried to the house, and
that when returned for the other, he could not find it, alleging that without doubt two free
women (Helene and Marie Jeanne Fisteau), who washed near him, had stolen the linen.
That declarant’s housekeeper went immediately to the house of these women, but did not
find them at home. She was told that one of them was for some days at Grand River,
visiting a sick child, and that the other was at Port Louis. Declarant states, that he pressed
Scapin again to tell him truly what had become of the linen, offering him even money to
re-buy them, as his children had nothing to put on. The slave’s answer was, that he could
not say anything more than he had already said; uﬁon which declarant losing all patience,
gave him a few strokes with a cane, in order to make him tell. All was however useless,
He then sent Scapin to his work, from which he marooned on the same evening. That
it is false that he gave complainant kicks and blows, much less that he beat him with
a stick ; and that it 18 still more false that he gagged him, as he is not capable of such
cruelty.

Pitc);n the black, named by complainant as having been present when his master punished
him, declares that he was not present, and did not see his master beat Scapin with a stick,
or with kicks or blows ; that he was sent by his master to arrest Scapin, and saw him put
into the stocks. That on Monday morning declarant went to work, as did also Scapin,
when declarant saw a wound on his forehead, and asked him how he came by it; he repfied
that his master had struck him, but without saying how or with what ; and that it was not
true, as Scapin had stated, that he was present when his master beat him.

Philippe declares, that he was not present when his master beat complainant, He was
the guard of the fowl yard, and was on guard when Scapin was put in the stocks; that he
does not even know the hour when it took place; and tﬁat Scapin tells a lie when he says
that declarant and Piton were present when his master beat him,

After having placed before him and fully explained the answer of his master, and the
denial of the witnesses, whom he said were present when his master beat him ; and after
having shown him the absurdity of his statement with regard to the linen, he was pressed
once more to tell the truth in saying what he had done with the linen, as it was totally im-
possible to believe his former story. Complainant then said that all that he had before
said was untrue; that he had washed the linen, and made them up in two parcels to carry
home ; that when he was about to leave the river, a free woman, named Marie Jeanne, who
was washing near him, enticed him to sell to her one of the two packages, telling him that
she had no money then, but that on her return from the Great Beach on the morrow, she
would give him a dollar, telling him at the same time to say nothing about it to any one.
That he (complainant) consented, and returned to his master with the other package ; and
on the following day went to Marie Jeanne’s house in order to get the dollar, but her
husband told him she had not returned : that he has since seen nothing of Marie Jeanne.

In consequence of the above, a search-warrant was obtained to search the house of
Marie Jeanne, but nothing was found; and Scapin, on being interrogated, declared that it
was not that Marie Jeanne he meant, but another Marie Jeanne, who lives at “ Trois Islots,”
and which the Commissary Civil declares is no doubt a falsity on his part.

. June 12th, Result.—The Protector, assisted by the Chief Commissary of police, having
in vain endeavoured, by a diligent investigation of the affair, to obtain the slightest evidence
against the free women charged by Scapin as the receivers of the linen, has instructed his
Assistant-Protector for the quarter of Flacq, to continue his inquiry into the circumstances
of the case as far as he may be able; at the same time he is to cause the complainant to be
taken to the estate of his master, there to receive 25 lashes of the cat-o™-nine-tails, which

punishment



PROTECTORS OF SLAVES. 43

punishment the slave will be made to understand is inflicted for the offence of his bringing
to the Protector so false and groundless an accusation against his master, and also for
endeavouring to impose upon him, by complainant’s declaration against Marie Jeanne,
(in his second examination) and which is proved to be untrue by a third investigation of
the matter, entered into by the Chief Commissary of police at the request of the Protector.

Complaint, No. 41.

Protector of Slaves Office, 2d June 182g.

Charlot, a Mozambique, aged about 45 years, and belonging to Mr. Romieu, of the
district of Plaines Wilhems, states, that he has been 10 years with his present master, and
all this time employed as commandeur, and that he has ever bebaved himself well ; that for
the last three months his master has shown himself discontented with him, and has ill-
treated him by menaces, &ec. in spite of all his endeavours to please him, and complainant
cannot tell why : that about six months ago his master put his left eye out with the hazdle of
a whip, by pushing it into his eye; that he is constantly ill-treated with kicks and blows
of fists and sticks, and menaces to take out his other eye, which he fears he will one day
or other do: that seeing himself thus treated, he marooned: that he was arrested and
taken to the police: that his master came to conduct him thence to the habitation, and
that immediately on arriving there he marooned again, and came to the police, who sent
him here to make his complaint ; and that he has never been a maroon but once.

Mr. Romieu, in his reply to the several charges brought against him by the complainant,
declares, that Charlot was one of the blacks on the plantation which he bought eight years
ago: that he was then commandeur, and remained so for three years: that having since
then found out his incapacity for such charge, and that he vexed the other slaves by his
pretensions to sorcery, and set them a bad example by getting drunk, he determined to
deprive him of his situation, and has only since employed him as gardener, and sometimes
at other work : that complainant soon after began to maroon, and has been so at least five
or six times within that period ; the last time he marooned was in the month of May past;
on the 1st June following complainant was given up to declarant by the police, and by his
solicitation, without punishment by chain or otherwise: that instead of returning to the

lantation, he again ran away, although his master had promised not to punish him for the
ast maroonage : that with regard to poking his eye out with a stick, it is a glaring false-
hood ; declarant believes, without positively asserting it, that his black’s eye was out when
he bought him, but he is sure it was so in October 1826, when he last registered him; yet
he is quite ignorant by what accident Charlot lost his eye. Declarant disdains, however,
to make any answer to the pretended bad treatment he is accused of ; that it may be easily
estimated, from the manifest falsehood of the statement about poking his eye out, whether
the cowplainant’s story be true or not; for he says it was poked out by his master five or
six months ago, notwithstanding it was one of the marks made in his registration in
October 1826.

Result —After a long and patient investigation of this case, it is found to be altogether
false, not only by the master’s answer, but by the very witnesses cited by complainant to
support his statement, and also by the certificate of the examining Surgeon, who found no
marks of punishment on his person, excepting a few very slight, and of very long standing;
the Protector therefore, in order to mark his displeasure of complainant’s conduct, and to
set an example to the other slaves of the establishment, ordered him to receive 20 lashes
of the cat-o’-nine-tails, as soon as the slave shall be sent back to his master.

Complaint, No. 42.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
June gd, 1829.

Ally, a slave, aged about 45 years, and belonging to Mr. Martin, an inhabitant of Long
Mountain, in the district of Pamplemousses, states, that on Friday last he observed one of
the cows belonging to his master to be missing; that after conducting the others home he
went in search of the lost one, but could not find her. He told his master this, who sent him
again to look after it, at the same time threatening him. Complainant continued out all
that night, the next day, and the following night, searching in every part without being
able to find the cow, and he was therefore afraid to return to his master without her. On
the third day complainant met a slave named Hercule, who told him that the cow had been
brought back to his master. Complainant then returned to his master, and on his way met
2 slave named Dimanche, who arrested him, saying that he was sent for that purpose by
his master, Mr. Martin, who was directed to arrest him as a maroon and conduct him to
Mr. Martin ; it might then be about five o’clock in the evenin%l. Complainant states that
his master then made him lie down on a ladder, causing his hands and feet to be tied to
it by a slave named La Rose; ordering another slave, named Cupidon, to inflict upon him
25 lashes with a cane, and immediately afterwards put a chain upon his legs, and shut
bim up in a separate room. On the following morning complainant was released and sent
to look after his linen, which he had left in the field where he slept during his absence
from his master’s. After having found bis linen, he determined to come to the police to
complain : he arrived there on the 1st instant with his chains on ; that they were taken off
by t(l;e police, and were found to weigh 4 Ibs. 10 0z., a greater weight than that allowec} by
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law, and he was consequently sent to this office. Complainant further states, that he is not
allowed his Sundays, and that he is obliged to guard the cows the whole of that day.

The examining Surgeon, in his certificate, states that he finds marks of punishment on
complainant’s breech, but not of recent infliction, and that the skin is abraded in two or
three places above the aukles, occasioned apparently by wearing irons.

The complaint of Ally was then sent to the Assistant-Protector of the district of
Pamplemousses, who, calling upon Monsieur Martin for his reply to the same, received
from Madame Carré (to whom, it appears, the slave in reality belongs) the following
declaration: Madame Carré states, that about two months ago the said Ally made
a false complaint against her before the police : that he is a bad subject and a rogue:
that a short time past he marooned, taking with him 12 bottles of milk, and the money
that had been given him to purchase provisions for declarant; a long time afterwards he
was captured, the expenses attending which declarant had to pay. He complains of,
1st, having been flogged; 2dly, that he was put in chains; g3dly, that he has not his
Sundays. With regard to the first charge, he deserved it because he had marooned.
Again, one evening a cow, ready to calve, was missing ; when asked where she was, com-

lainant insolently replied, he knew where she was ; that she was in the garden, and that
ﬁe would go for her. Complainant made a sign of going for her; but before he had gone
50 paces he returned, went to his room, and took away his linen. He never intended to
go and look for the calf; his intention is well known ; it was to steal the calf, which he

robably knew would be dropped that evening. It was not till the 30th that the cow found
Eer way to a Mr. Leblane, who told declarant of it on the 31st. A black was then sent to
bring her home, and was told to ask Mr. Leblane to permit two of his slaves to assist in
rescuing a bullock that had fallen into a canal on the night of the 3oth. The cow was
brought back without a calf, and Mr. Leblane sent three blacks instead of two, who imme-
diately got the bullock out of the canal; but the animal having remained in it all the
night, in want of Ally’s assistance, died during the morning. When the three blacks
returned to Mr, Leblane, they did not say that Ally was a maroon, and that they should
have 100 sous if they arrested him ; which, in fact, they did whilst he was ascending the
mountain. He had then none of his linen about him ; but he had a pair of pantaloons that
did not belong to him. On being asked where his linen was, he refused to tell; then there
being no doubt that he intended to maroon again, he was flogged.

There was also strong presumption against him with regard to the calf, it therefore
became necessary to confine him for one or two days, in order to oblige him to tell whether
the cow had calved or not. Not having any stocks in the house, nor any room sufficiently
secared to place him in, complainant was put into chains, which declarant found on the
habitation a short time back. Declarant was then, and still is, ignorant of the weight of
chains allowed by law. On the morning of the 31st May complainant was sent to look
for his clothes, since which he has not been seen. It was the crime he committed that
obliged him to quit, believing that he would find a protector who would excuse the fright-
ful act he has committed. This unfortunate black has caused declarant a loss of § 3oo at
least, by the loss of the calf and the ox. And further, declarant, as proof of the com-
plainant’s bad character, refers to the Maroonage List, and to the false complaint he made
about six months ago.

Declarant, in reply to a request from the Assistant-Protector to be furnished with an
extract from her “ Record Book of Punishments,” states, that she is ignorant of the
register inquired for. Declarant has no blacks named Hercule and Dimanche. With
respect to La Rose and Cupidon, it is quite impossible for declarant to send them to the
Assistant-Protector, because one goes to town to sell milk and bring her provisions, and the
other attends as guard of the cattle. '

Mr, Martin (to whom complainant says he belongs) states, that the black does not belong
to him, but to Madame Carre. Complainant also tells an untruth in saying, that declarant
%;m iwo blacks, named La Rose and Dimanche, Declarant states that he has no such

acks.

Result—~The Protector, although he sees in the reply of complainant’s mistress great
reason to believe that inattention to his duty, and other bad conduct, brought upon him
the punishment complained of, is called upon to denounce the case to the Procureur-
General, for ‘Prosecutlon against the said Madame Carré, for having put irons on the feet
of a slave of much greater weight than that allowed by law, as well as for not keeping
a “ Register of Punishments,” as directed by the 21st Article of the Ordnance, No. 43, of

the 7th February last. The case will accordingly be transmitted to the procureur-general
onthe  instant.

Cumplaint, No. 43.

_ Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis,
. . 6th June 1829.

Hypolite, 2 boy aged between nine and ten years, having been arrested by the police as

a maroon, and having the.re. declared that he marooned because he had been ill-treated by his
master, Mr. Regnault, residing in Port Louis, was sent to this office by the Chief Commissary
of police. Hypolite states that his master flogged him with a horsewhip, and immediately
afterwards obliged him to drink & mixture composed of arrack and human excrement; that
for refusing to take this mixture he received several stripes of the horsewhip on his back,
until at length he consented to take it. Declarant says, he was punished because he ran
away
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away about eight days past, when his master accused him of stealing 100 sous from his
sister, and was threatened with being beat unless he told who took the money. After two
days absence declarant’s brother took him back to his master. On being asked for what
reason his master obliged him to drink the said mixture, declarant states, that on the pre-
ceding evening he complained to his mistress of a head-ache, and that on the following day
his master forced him to drink it, saying it was tea.

The mixture stunk very much, and a moment after declarant had taken it, Marie Louise
told him it was human excrement be had taken.

His sister, named Charlotte, his mistress, and her children, were present when he
drank it.

Mr. Regnault having been sent for by the Protector, attended at this office to answer the
complaint preferred against him ; after hearing which, he stated that he certainly did unish
complainant with a small cravache,” and some stripes of a “ martinet” of three tails, for
having lost his linen, and being a long time absent when sent on a commission but this
was 15 or 20 days past. Onthe following day declarant observed that Hypolite was drunk;
the next day he gave the boy a little arrac mixed with ipecacuana, for the purpose of
making him vomit, and to break him of his vicious habit of drinking arrack and wine, which
he stole in the house. Declarant did not give the complainant arrack mixed with human
excrement, as stated by the boy ; he is too humane to commit such an act. Complainant
stole 100 sous from his sister, for which offence, however, he was not punished, as he states
himself to have been.

Charlotte was next examinied. She was present when her brother drank the mixture
alluded to, thoug{h she did not know what it was until he told her it was human excrement;
she thinks complainant was punished for neglecting his linen ; declarant does not know
why he was made to drink the arrack ; she has never seen her brother tipsy, though she has
heard her master say he was fond of drinking.

Marie Louise being interrogated as to the truth of her having told complainant that he
had drank a mixture of arrack and human excrement, declares that she never said any such
thing ; nothing carr be more false than complainant’s assertion that she did tell him so0 ;
she perfectly well recollects her master’s giving Hypolite arrack and ipecacuana, to break
him of drinking arrack and other things; and she further states, that she has several times
seen him tipsy.

Result.—10th June. This complaint is considered false and groundless. The master’s
character is too respectable to admit the charge for a moment; independent of its being
disproved by the witnesses cited by the boy. The fact turns out to be, that Hypolite,even
at his tender age, is given to tipple arrack, and the master, with a view of reclaiming him
from that vice, put some ipecacuana in some arrack, and made him drink it. The boy’s sister
proved her being sent for the drug, and the other girl denied her ever having told him it was
& human excrement,” besides which, it is not improbable that an equivoque might have
occurred, even if she had told him that what he drank was a mixture of arrack and ipeca-
cuana, from the similarity in the negro pronunciation of that word and the term used for
human excrement. There were other instances of great depravity proved in the boy’s
conduct; the Protector therefore ordered him to be well whipped with a birch rod by the

keeper of the bagne.

Protector of Slaves Office, Port Louis, 22d June 1829.

The Protector having this day received a certified copy of an extract, verified on oath,
of the * Record Book of Punishments,” kept on the estate of Mr. Sturbel, of the district
of Savanne, by which he acknowledges to have illegally punished not only the slave named
Romain, alias Romeo (whose case was denounced on the 8th instant), but also another
slave, named Télémaque, who was punished in the same manner and at the same time as
Romain, considers it his duty to denounce this last case to the Procureur-General for
prosecution ; and in doing so, would submit, that the said Mr. Sturbel has in both these
cases been guilty of three distinct infractions of the law; viz.

1st. For having caused to be inflicted on each of these individuals a greater number of
stripes than the law allows;

2d. In having caused such punishment to be inflicted with a cart-whip, an instrument
expressly prohibited to be usetf 3

3d. In having caused the said punishment to be inflicted before the time of 24 hours, as
required by law, had expired after the committal of the offence for which the punishment

was inflicted ;
And that he has therefore rendered himself liable to three separate penalties in each case.

In addition to the preceding, there are eight complaints, of prior date to the 24th June,
still in course of inquiry, the decisions on which cannot be included in the present Report.
With reference to the irregularity in their dates which some of the complaints bear in

the Appendix, it arises from the impossibility of calculating with any certainty the period at
which documents transmitted to the Assistant-Protectors of distant quarters may be returned

to the Protector’s office.
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WNo. 6.~-LIST OF SLAVES REMAINING IN LEGAL PROGRESS OF MANUMISSION,
On the 24th of June 182g.

Date of : If by
NAME OF THE SLAVE. | No. | NAME OF THE OWNER. | Furchase, REMARKS.
Application. ) Amount
Paid.
18291

March 27 | Frangoise Tenedos - - 1 | John Croush - - - - | Deed of Gift of Owner.
April 3 | Geneviéve and Anne Marie 2 Angélique Maudave -] - - | = = ditto.

— 4 | Galathée - - -] ¢ Lindor Arcaste - -1 « | - « ditto, his wife.

— - | Antoinette - - - - =~ ditto - - -} - « | « = ditto

— - | Charlette - - - - = ditto - - -] - | = - ditto

— -|Louise - - - - --dito -« -le of-adito

-— ~'| Elize - - - N o {-- ditto’ - - -] - « | = « ditto Y- - his children.

~= = | Augustine - - - - - ditto - - -- - | = = ditto

- -~ | Pierre - - - - - - ditto - - -]~ - | - « ditto

— -~ | Eléonore - - - - - ditto - - o] « | = = ditto

— = | Jean (",har]es - - - - - ditto - - - « | = - ditto}Children of his

-— - { Amélie - - - -) L= « ditto - - R e | « « dittof daughter.

— 13 | Coralie Julie - - = 1 | Ollivier Fleury - e}~ - | - 