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PROTECTORS OF SLAVES REPORTS.

RETURN to an Address to His Majesty, dated 15 December 1830 ;—for,

COPY OF ANY REPORTS

WUICH MAY HAVE BEEN RECEIVED

FROM THE PROTECTORS OF SLAVES

IN THE COLONIES OF

Demerara, Berbice, Trinidad, St. Lucia, the Cape of Good Hope and Mauritius,

Since the last similar REporTs presented to Parliament from each of these
Colonies respectively; together with Copies of the Proceedings and Decisions
in each case of Complaint between Masters and Slaves, whether the Pro-
ceedings may have terminated before the Protector, or may have been referred
to Colonial Magistrates, or other Public Officers or Courts.

Part II.—BERBICE.

HOWICK,

Downing-street,

Colonial Department, }
3 March 1831.

W
Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,
10 March 1831.

—
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SCHEDULE.

Part II.—-BERBICE.
No, :

1.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Beard to Secretary Sir George Murray,
dated 18th March 1829; enclosing Protecior’s Report to 28th February 1828 (Three
Enclosures) - - - - - - - - - - - p-3

2.~—Copy of a Despatch from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard,
dated 1 September 1829 (One Enclosure) - - - - - - p.43

8.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Beard to Secretary Sir George Murray,
dated 25 September 1829, enclosing Report to 31 August 1829 - - P- 45

4 —Copy of a Despatch from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard,
dated 9 January 1830 - - - - = e = = a p- 67

5.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Beard to Secretary Sir George Murray,
dated 15 May 1830, enclosing Report to 1 March 1830 - - - | p.68

6.—Copy of a Despatch from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard,
dated 6 October1830 - - - - - =« <« - - p.l07

7.—Copy of a Despatch from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard,
dated 24 November 1828 (referred to in the preceding Despatch of 6 October
1830) - - - - - - - - - - - - p.109

8.—Copy of a Despatch from Lieutenant Governor Beard to Secretary Sir George Murray,
dated 14th October 1830 (Nine Enclosures) - - - =« - p.1l10

9.—-;Copy of a Despatch from Viscount Goderich to Major General Sir B. D’Urban, dated
20th April 1831 = = - = e - « =« - - p12]
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PROTECTORS OF SLAVES REPORTS.

Parr II.—BERBICE.

- N°1.

DESPATCH from Lieutenant Governor Beard to Secretary Sir George Murray,
&c. &e. &c.

(With Three Enclosures.)

SIR, Berbice, 18th March 1829.
HAVE the honour to transmit the Report of the Protector of Slaves and its
I several accompanying Documents, detailing the proceedings in his office
for the half year ending 28th February last ; and also, the Report of the Fiscal,
of his proceedings in cases which have been referred to him during that period
by the Protector.

I deemed it necessary to lay Mr. Power's Report before the Council, and I have
now the honour to transmit the Minutes of proceedings in Council thereon, dated
4th and 11th March 1829, to whichI respectfully beg leave to call your particular
attention. Although the Council have advised the suspension of Mr. Power from
his office, and much as I conceive his conduct deserves the adoption of such
a measure; yet not knowing the arrangements contemplated by His Majesty’s
Government, respecting public officers in the Colony, in the event of the proposed
union of Berbice with Demerara and Essequebo taking place,—I have consi-
dered it to be more prudent to refer this unpleasant subject home, rather than
produce any inconvenience Or embarrassment, by suspending Mr. Power in the
first instance. I, however, feel confident that you, Sir, will visit the conduct of
this officer with due severity, and teach him and all other subordinate officers that
they cannot insult or treat the head of the Government with disrespect, with
i ity.

PRy I have, &c.

(signed) H, Beard.

REPORT of the Fiscal on Cases referred to him by the Protector, during Six Months,
ending on 28th February 1829,

SIR, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, 5th March 1829.

I uave the honour to report to your Excellenci; the result of my proceedings as public
prosecutor, in certain cases referred to me by the Protector of Slaves for my consideration,
since the 1st September last.

In the case of the Complaint of the negro Jan Zwart, who, at the sale of Plantation
Cruysburg, had been separated from his wife and children.

My proceedings in this case I had the honour to lay before your Excellency, on the
318t October last. Having entertained a doubt whether the separation of this man from his
wife, which was voluntary on their part, was illegal, or contrary to the true meaning of the
Slave Code, dated 25th September 1826 ; the question remained undecided. Your Excel-
lency having directed that Il) would adopt immediate measures for the purpose of annulling
the sale of said slave, proceedings at law will be brought before the Court at its next ordi-
nar)é meeting for that purpose. I

262. n

Pant Il

BERBICE.
—

Correspondence.

)/

Fiscal’s Report.
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In the case of the Complaint of the negro slave Alabaster, the property of J. B. Wal-
raven, complaining that he was separated from his family, at the sale of Planta-
tion Cruysburg. . .

On inquiry, 1t proved that this slave, who was apparently about thirty years of age, had
been sold separate from his two brothers, both of them grown up men; the Slave Code
admitting the separation of families after obtaining the age of sixteen years. This slave
was informed the Fiscal could afford him no redress.

In the case of the Complaint of the mulatto female slave Christina, belonging to Plan-
tation Nieuwe Vigilantie.

Iinformed the Protector, on the 2gth October last, that slaves with European blood, on the
paternal side, were not usually treated like predial slaves, they were chiefly employed as
domestics or mechanics, but that there was no Colonial law to prohibit them from being
occasionally employed in the field ; this, however, was unusual, except on emergent occasions,
or as a mode of punishment for ill conduct.

In the case of the Complaint of the negress Fanny, complaining of being assaulted by
the free black man Johannes. :
Johannes admitted the charge; he was sentenced by me to be kept in solitary confinement
for fourteen days, on plaintains and water.

In the case of the Complaint of the negress Dorinda. .

The accused, Betsey Furnace, being very far advanced in pregnancy, this complaint was
not immediately inquired into, and in consequence of subsequent indisposition, it was further
pustponed. She denies the offensive part of the charge, and having called several witnesses
in support of her statement, the case is yet under consideration.

In the case of the Complaint of the slave Jan Zwart, for being illegally confined for
-eight days in the hospital, by order of his master J. L. Barnstedt.
This case was inquired into before the Honourable Commissaries of the Court of Criminal
Justice. I have already reported to your Excellency that the complaint of this slave was
unfounded, and that no testimony was adduced to support an action against Mr. Barnstedt.

In the case of the Complaint of the slaves Coenraad and Geluk, employed by J. L. Bamn-
stedt on Carel and Willem’s Hoop, complaining of being supplied with yellow or ripe
plantains, unfit for daily use, an(F deprived of all substance.

On an inquiry into this complaint, it was satisfactorily proven, that the statement of a
punt being sent to Plantation La Prudence once every three weeks for plantains, was untrue;
and it also appeared, from the delivery of plantains from that property, for the use of the
slaves on Carel and Willem’s Hoop, and from the time necessarily required to transport
them, namely, three days and a halfI,) the plantains could not be in the yellow or ripe state
they were represented to be. It was admitted by Mr.de Quay, the manager of Carel and
Willem’s Hoop, that the negroes received salt fish only once a fortnight, instead of weekly,
as is customary on other estates. This was accounted for by the slaves working at different
places. Bills of parcels were produced, to show that 38 quintals of fish had been pur-
chased in four months, for the use of theslaves on Carel and Willem’s Hoop, consisting
of 87 souls. The quantity of fish issued to the slaves every fortnight, was equal to that
generally allowed on other estates, for the same space of time. One of the proprietors,
Mr. Barnstedt, had desired for the future that the allowance should be served weekly.

Upon the whole it appeared to me, on due investigation, that the complaint was without
foundation. I therefore directed the slave Coenraad to receive 25 stripes, and to be
worked for the future in Mr. Barnstedt’s task gang ; and the slave Geluk, a young man, to
be Eunished_ by solitary confinement on Carel and Willem’s Hoop at night, for three weeks,
to be plentifully supplied with food and water by Mr. de Quay, each night, previous to
confinement.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,

His Excellency H. Beard, Esq. M, Bennett, Fiscal,
Lieut. Governor.

COPY of the Fiscal’s Answer of the 12th February 182g to the Protector’s Letter of

the same date, omitted by him in the Documents attached to the Book of Com-
plaints of Slaves, No. 6,

SIR, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, 12th February 1829.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your reply to my letter of this day, relative
to the case of the slave Jan Zwart; not having contemplated any punishment, save the
admonition described in my letter for ]preferring an ungrounded complaint against his
owner, your protest in this respect is useless.

The Instructions from His Majesty’s Government, as conveyed in a despatch to his Excel-
lency the Lieutenant Governor, appear to be intended for the Protector’s Office, and not that
of the Fiscal. By the Fiscal’s authority, slaves committing offences are punished, and this
authority the law recognises.

With
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With respect to the protest you make against Jan Zwart’s removal to Plantation Carel
& Willem’s Hoop, I am to inform you I have no authority to prevent a proprietor employing
in a lawful manner any of his slaves on any of his properties. At the time you sent Jan
Zwart’s complaint to me for prosecution, you stated Jan Zwart then awaited my orders in
the barracks; surely this implied he was transferred to me. Unless, therefore, you procure
an order from the Lieutenant Governor to detain him in jail, or take upon yourself the respon-
sibility of so doing, it is evidently my duty to instruct the Under-Shenff to deliver him to
such person as his master may send for him.

The representation made of the breach of the 24th Article of the Slave Code, shall have
my immnediate attention, .

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(A true Copy.) M. 8. Bennett, Fiscal. - M. S. Bennett, Fiscal.
D. Power, Esq. H. M. Protector of Slaves.

EXTRACT from the MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council of
Government of the Colony of Berbice.

Wednesday, 4th March 1829. After Prayers.

HIS Excellency laid before the Council the Report made to him, for transmission to His
Majesty’s Government, by Mr. Power, the Protector of Slaves, of the proceedings of his
office during the half year ending the 28th of February last; and, in doing so, said that he
was reluctantly obliged to call the serious attention of the Council to this extraordinary
document, and the still more extraordinary documents annexed to it. His Excellency ob-
served, that he had frequently had occasion to regret the violent and intemperate conduct
of Mr. Power in the Colony, since his return from Europe; but although he Ead frequently
heard reports from persons of veracity respecting it, yet as he had never had any thing
officially brought before him on the subject, he had refrained from taking any notice of it,
in the hope that time and reflection would teach Mr. Power that he must atleast conduct
himself with propriety as a public servant, and with due respect and submission to the
local authorities. His Excellency had, however, to regret that his just expectations in this
respect had not been realized. On a perusal of the Report now laid before the Council,
it would be seen that Mr. Power had introduced and argued upon subjects, with which,
as protector of Slaves, he could have no right to interfere. It apPeared to his Excellency
that Mr. Power had made himself party to a Cause now pending before the Court of
Justice, and had assumed to himself the judicial authority to argue points of evidence
connected with that cause, with which he could have no right of interference whatsoever.
He had, it would seem, attempted to impede the course of justice, by refusing to record in
his office the certificate of the %ev. Mr. Rowland, the Rector of the Colony, respecting the
capacity of a certain female Slave to understand the nature of an oath. This was in direct
opposition to the provisions of the thirty-fifth clause of the new Slave Code, respecting Slave
Evidence, which makes it imperative on the Protector or Assistant Protector to record every
certificate of this description, when presented to him for that purpose, and clearly gives him
no right whatsoever to judge of its validity ; that being the province of the Court alone in
any cause before it, where such certificate ma be attempted to be made available. But
Mr. Power has not satisfied himself with this breach of his public duty and irregularity,
but has gratuitously, and without the slightest apparent reason, disgracefully adopted and
made himself the vehicle for disseminatin%a most base and wicked slander against the
Governor in his judicial capacity. His Excellency referred the Council particularly to
a Letter annexed to Mr, Power’s Report, dated the 16th of January 1829, addressed to him
by Simon Fraser. His Excellency observed, that his surprise and indignation st having
that scandalous document presented to him by the Protector, for the purpose of being trans-
mitted to His Majesty’s Government, was more than he was willing, or indee< was able to
express! It is impossible that it could have been intended for any other purpose than to
offer an indignity and insult to the head of the Government and the judicial authority.
His Excellency solemoly denied ever having in any manner interfered or attempted to inter-
fere in the manner imputed to him. The insinuation made by Simon Fraser, and so readily
adopted by Mr. Power, was base and malignant in the extreme. It had some time ago
been reported to his Excellency, that Mr. Rowland had been (gireatly importuned respecting
the granting some certificates under the new Ordinance; an that some of t.he parties, in
a Suit then and now pending before the Court of Justice, had been .tamper.miwnth him,
and endeavouring to intimidate him in the performance of his sacred duties. His ixcellency,
in an accidental interview with Mr. Rowland, informed him of these representations, and
advised him not to allow any person, under any circumstances whatsoever, to interfere with
him in the discharge of his clerical duties. .

His Excellency, without reference to the name of any individua] or to any cause pending
in the Courts, advised Mr. Rowland generally to be guided by a conscientious discharge of
{;is religious functions; but never in any manner or at any time attempted to influence or

ias him,

262. The-

Part 1.

BERBICE.
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The Report of Mr. Power, and the several documents annexed to it, were then read b

Panr IL ' . . .
A_._ the Secretary, when the Council unammougly cgnpurred in the sentiments expressed by his
BERBICE. . Excellency on this subject ; and stated their opinion to be, that Mr. Power had acted most

\ee————— reprehensibly and disgracefully in presuming to transmit to his Excellency Mr. Fraser’s
gross and libellous Letter of the 16th of January last.

A considerable discussion then ensued, as to what course it would be most proper to
advise his Excellency to pursue towards Mr. Power, for the gross indignity and insult which
he had presumed to offer to His Majesty’s Representative and the judicial authority ; when
the majority of the Council advised his Excellency immediately to suspend Mr. Power from
the functions of his office until His Majesty’s pleasure should be made known. -

(A true Extract.) Ja* Shanks, Deputy Secretary.

EXTRACT from the MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council of
Government of the Colony of Berbice.

Wednesday, March 11th, 1829. After Prayers.

HIS Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, with reference to his observations on the Minute
of the 4th instant, just signed, respecting the Letter of Simon Fraser, therein alluded to,
stated, that he had ‘directed Mr. Daly, the King’s Advocate, to wait upon Mr. Rowland,
and request him to state in writing, what he the Lieutenant Governor had actually said to
him; and now submitted a Statement, signed by Mr. Rowland, which was read, and ordered
to be recorded.

Vide Appendix. (A true Extract).

READ in Council of Government, Berbice, this 11th March 1829,
Berbice, March 6th, 1829.

I mET his Excellency the Governor, one afternoon upon the front dam, and he said to
me, Mr. Rowland, I understand that some people have been troubling you respecting a certi-
ficate for slave evidence ;—to which I said, Yes. To which his Excellency added, I think
you do very wrong to allow any body to interfere with you; you alone are responsible, and
ought to be the best judge whether a person is qualified or not; it never had been done in
the Colony; and his Excellency did neither mention any person’s name nor cause what-
soever. And I declare, that I was not influenced by the Governor, in the slightest degree ;
my only reason for refusing the slave to be examined publicly, was from a conviction thatit

. would be wrong; and as Mr. Daly had refused to be present during the examination,

1 would not subject myself to the misrepresentation of one party.
Tho' Rowland, Rector.

Sworn before me, at Berbice, by the Reverend Thomas Rowland, on the 2oth of
March 1829, as being a correct and true Statement in every respect.

M. Daly, Esq, H, Beard, Lieutt Governor.
By Command,—C#' Bird, Gov* Secrety.

(A true Copy.) Ja* Shanks, Dep’ Sec’.

Separate Documents for the purpose of illustrating and affording ready Reference to the

Report from Protector’s Report, for Six Months, ending on 28th February 1829.

Protector of Slaves,

LIST of COMPLAINTS, as noted in the Complaint Book, which were preferred to the
Protector, by Proprietors against their Slaves, from 1st September 1828 to 28th February

- 1829, inclusive; with the DecisioN pronounced thereon.

ProTEcTOR’S DECISION.

Remi sentenced for twelve days on the
tread-mill, three spells a day.

COMPLAINTS.
8. L. Rynveld against the slave Remi.

Peter Nicholson, manager of Plantation
Sandvoort, against the creole gang of that
estate.

John Ross against the female slaves upon
his Plantation Overyssel.

The slave, Domingo, to receive forty
lashes, and to be confined during the Christ-
mas holidays. The women, Syrinsky, Ma-
ria and Susette, to suffer solitary confine-
ment until the ensuing Monday, and to be
confined during the holidays.

Eighteen women confined in the sick
house from Saturday night until Monday
morning. The women, Ankey, Peggy,
Amelia and Kate, worked on the tread-
mill for seven days ; three spells each day.
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LIST of COMPLAINTS, as noted in the Complaint Book, made by Slaves to the Pro-
tector, with his DEc1sioNs thereon, from 1st September 1828 to 28th February 1829,

inclusive.

COMPLAINTS.

1.—Georgiana, Mersy, Sally, Sybella
and Dido, against the manager of Planta-
tion Reliance.

2.—Saralk against another slave, named
Peter Burnett.

3.— Betty against another slave, named
Sarah.

4.—Jan Zwart against being separated
from his family, at the sale of Plantation
Cruysburg.

5—dJessy against A. G. Burmester.

6.—Alabaster complains of having been
sold separate from his family.

7.—Christina against the manager, for
ordering her to work in the field.

8.—Richard against G. E. Overeem, for

flogging him.

g.g-‘—gan 2wart renews his former com-
plaint,

10.—Copel and Alexander against J. J.
D’Hankar, for not giving wages to the
ferry-men on Sunday.

11.—Fanny against Johanues De Vry.

12.—Dorinda versus the free woman
Betsey Furnace.

13.—Jacob.

14.—Joris against F. Janglen, for horse-
whipping him.

l5.——-§1aria, of Plantation Hampshire,
against several slaves belonging to Planta-
tion Albion.

Jan Zwart, in furtherance of his former
complaint.

16.—Thomas Duggin against his slaves.

17.— Frederick, Thomas, antel, & Culley,
against their manager. '

18.—Jason against W** Reehorst.

19.—Tom against William Pashley, for
beating him with a large stick.

20,—Geluk and Conraad against the pro-
ﬁrietors of Plantation Karel and Willem’s

0op. .

23—Quaco against Mr. M‘Kay.

22.—January against Lieut. Sherburne,
a barrack-master of the army.

ProrecTor’s DEcisioN.

Georgiana to be deprived of the whole of
her clothes, except tﬁe “ estate’s working
dress,” and to suffer solitary imprisonment
from Saturday evening tillri’londay morn-
ing for the space of one month ; and to be
in solitary confinement at the next Christ-
mas holidays., Mersy, Sally, Sybella and
Dido to be placed in the stocks for three
hours on Sunday.
Both parties reprimanded,

Sarah is directed to pay Betty the sum
of money due to her.
Referred to the Fiscal.

Defendant agrees to pay Jessy for a pair
of ear-rings which he had mislaid, and the
complaint is dropped.

Referred to the Fiscal.

None.

The Protector recommends a compro-
mise.
Referred to the Fiscal.

Mr. D’Hankar is told that he must pay
wages to the slaves on Sunday, but is re-
commended to lay the case before the
Council of Government.

The Protector writes to the Fiscal to
have J. De Vry made an example to this
* ¢ yporthless set of persons,” and the Fiscal
accordingly places him in solitary confine-
ment for t{)urteen days, to be fed during
that time upon plantains and water.

Referred to the Fiscal for prosecution.

Complaint declared to be unfounded.

The Protector recommends a compro-
mise, which is effected.

This matter is, after some trouble, ami-
cably arranged.

Referred to the Fiscal.

Referred to the Fiscal. )
Referred to the district magistrate.

Undecided. ]
The Protector recommends a compromise

between the parties.
Referred to the Fiscal.

The complaint is considered to be un-

founded.
Lieut. Sherburne agrees to sell January

and his mother,

* Note.—Johannes de Vry is a manumitted slave.

LIST

Part IL

BERBICE.
D Y e
Report from
Protector of Slaves.
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Pant I LIST taken from the Monthy Returns of the Under-Sheriff, of SLAVEs ordered by the
_— Protector to be worked on the Tread-Mill, but whose cases, and the investigations
BERBICE. consequent thereon, are not recorded by the Protector in his Book of Complaints, ending
Report from on 28th February 1829.
Protector of Slaves. 1. e 3. 4 5. 6. +
N £ Sh Their To whom they No. °f}?P;“‘ By whose | Offence for which they are
WNames of Slaves. | Colour, belong. th to whic Authority. worked.
ey are sentenced.
Adjuba | Black - | Lewis Manor- | 20 Spells weekly | Protector | Cruelty to her Child -
Simon- | Ditto | Sandvoort -} 20 Spells weekly | Ditto - | Runaway - -
Magia - | ‘Ditto | S. Rader - | 14 Spells weekly | Ditto «| Ditto - - -
Margaritta - | Ditto | W. Henery - | 14 Spells weekly | Ditto - | Ditto - - -
Jacob - -| Ditto | L. Warren -} io Spells - - | Ditto - | Unfounded complaint-
+ 8. 9. 10. 11.
Date of Confinement. | Dot Boumsof | b, o ey, | When Discharged. oyl
23 Sept. - 1828 | 8 & 4 o'clock, ] 6 Oct. - 1828 None.
23 Sept, = — | 8 & 4 o'clock, 2 10 October. -
22 Sept, = — | 8 & 4; 15min®aspell. 2 9 October. —_—
13 Jan. - 1829 | 7 & 4 —_— 2 17 Jun. - 1829 —_
23 Jan. - — | 7&34 —_ 2 31 Jan. - — -—

LIST of PuNisumMENTs directed by the Protector to be inflicted on SrAvEs, from the
18t September 1828 to the 28th February 1829, inclusive, as appears on reference to
his Book of Complaints for that period.

Case as numbered
in the NAMES OF THE SLAVES. The Punishment directed by the Protector.
Complaint Book.
1. Remi - - -  -|--Twelve days on the tread-mill, three spells
a day.
2. Georgiana, Mersy, Sally, | - - Georgiana to be deprived of all her finery,
Sebella, and Dido. and not allowed to wear any other than the
estate’s working dress, and to be confined solita-
rily from Saturday evening to Monday morning,
for one month; and on the next Christmas
holidays also, to be in solitary confinement.
Mersy, Sally, Sebella, and Dido, to be put
for three hours in the public stocks, on the fol-
lowing Sunday.
14. Domingo, and the female | - - Domingo to receive forty lashes.
Slaves Syrinsky, Maria, | - - Syrinsky, Maria, and Susette, to be kept in
and Susette. solitary confinement until the ensuing Monday,
and also to be confined during the holidays.
15. Eighteen Women - - | - - Confined in the sick house from Saturday
night till Monday morning.
PeggX. Ankey, Amelia, | - - To be worked on the tread-mill for seven
and Kate. days; three spells each day. ‘

LE'I'I‘ER from David Power, Protector of Slaves, to His Excellency Lieut. Gov. Beard,
&e. &c. &e.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 28th February 182g.

IN laying before your Excellency, the periodical returns of my office for the last six
months, it is'unnecessary for me to make any comments on the most important part, viz. the
corres%ondence annexed ; as the question that correspondence embraces, will be best eluci-

SIR,

dated

y its perusal.

On
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On reference to the Punishment Returns, I find that there has been an Increase of punish-
ments amongst the Female gangs of slaves, but as they were mostly of a milder kind, namely,
in solitary confinement, or imprisonment in the bedstocks, the increase is most probably to
be attributed to a very large coffee crop, in comparison with former years ; and where, from
the apprehension of bad weather, every effort was made by the planter to obtain his fullest
share of labour, according to law,

The number of punishments by Stripes, inflicted in the former six months, were 1,095 ;
there is, happily, a trifling decrease this last period, the number being 1,078.

Under the head of Solitary Confinement, I perceived that an attempt was made by some,
to fix Friday, Saturday and Sunday, for the three days prescribed by law; if such ‘a prac-
tice was to become general, the Sunday would be converted from a day of labour to a day of
punishment.

It is but justice to say, that having in various interviews with Planters and others, repro-
bated that practice, it has considerably diminished. It is true, that negroes conceive the
deprivation of a Sunday, a greater punishment than even stripes; and therefore, towards
hardened and incorrigible offenders, when adjudged by the order of a magistrate, is attended
with beneficial effect. To guard, however, against every difficulty, as the clause respecting
solitary confinement is very ambiguous, it would be an improvement, in my humble judg-
ment, to have introduced, 1n a paventhesis, the words * Sundays excepted.”

Inthe Abstract of Recorded Punishments, I have placed under different heads, the punish-
ments adjudged by the Protector, in his capacity as civil magistrate, and those inflicted by
the order of the civil magistrate, or Assistant Protector. As the exercise of any such power
by the Protector, has altogether ceased, it is a gratification to me to show, that when
exercised, it was never abused.

MaNuMIssIONS.

The number of Manumissions effected for the last six months, were twenty-one; and the
number of those in legal progress, are twenty-six,

MARRIAGES.

The number of Licenses granted for the last six months, were eleven ; they consisted
principally of the slaves of Catharinasburg, on whose application, licenses were given b
me to Mr. Vos, of the Lutheran community, so far back as the 2oth April 1827 ; but whic
remained unattended to until my return to this Colony.

It is impossible that I should leave this topic of my duty, without repeating to your
Excellency, my humble acknowledgments for your prompt interposition in the case of
Jan Zwart, the details of which are at length inserted in my Complaint Book, No.19. It
will be of the greatest service to the progress of the slave amelioration, to have this question
of separating families, by voluntary sale, definitively ascertained by law; indeed, when
I refer to what passed in Catharinasburg,and which has since been happily arranged, by the
good feclings of the creditors of Mr. Gallez, I feel persuaded that many of the benefits of the
Ordinance, such as the possession of property or land, can rarely attach to predial negroes,
until they are affixed to the soil by law.

Savines BaNk.

The amount of Deposits for the last six months, made in the Savings Bank under my super-
intendence, has been f. 1,204., which, added to the former amount deposited, gives a total
of f.5,978. or 423 1. sterling ; the interest due to the depositors, for the last year, was paid
them up to the 1ist of January 1829, and amounted to f.225. s.14., or 161 3s. sterling.
I have to thank Mr. Becie, the Deputy Receiver General, for this advance from his private
funds, he not having any public assets in his chest.

The correspondence to which I alluded in the previous Eart of my Report, refers to the
Eroceedings at Canje, and the steps taken by me to substantiate the claim of the negro

riday, to a house and piece of land, the restoration of which he sought from me, as Pro-
tector of Slaves, on the 14th November 1826. The proceedings in _this case are essential
for me, to show that the delay occasioned, was not to be attn uted to me; and that the
claim which I called upon the King’s Advocate, Mr. M. Daly, to make, by legal process,
was such, as I was enabled, with the assistance of my law adviser, Mr. Flrebrace, conclu-
sively to establish; the negro Friday being now reinstated in the possession of his house
and l{md, by the decision of the Court of Civil Justice of this Colony. )

The next subject has relation to a most important part of the system of slave ameliora-
tion; I allude particularly to the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth clauses of the Ordinance of
25th September 1826, Considering the purport of those two clauses, and with the public
documents before me, which manifestly show the intention of the legislature; I am deeply
impressed, that the slaves entitled to be recorded in my oﬁiqe, as persons whose compe-
tency to give testimony in a court of justice should be unquestioned, were slaves w:ho were
sufficiently instructed, viz. that previous instruction was necessary, to guard against that
great abuse of making, under a legal pretext, occasional witnesses in questions of disputed
property, or other civil proceedings. . .

Mr. Canning, in submitting his Resolutions on this head, to Parliament, uses these words ;
“ A course of Instruction,” and the benefit that would arise from encouraging the feeling of
belonging to  a meritorious class of negroes.” The Right honourable Mr. Huskisson, in his
desratch to the Governor of Jamaica, explains the object of this record in the Protec‘l:;io(l;e s
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office, to be « The means of providing a cheap and eflectual encouragement to good con-
o duct, and of investing the religious teachers of slaves, with a powerful and legitimate
¢ influence over them.”

Your Excellency will, I am persuaded, agree with me, that no eucouragement to good
conduct can be held out—that no powerful and legitimate influence can be obtained by the
religious teacher, if, on the mere application of an owner, and without any previous instruc-
tton, a registry is to be made in my office, to qualify such negro for the attainment of that
character, which was intended for an approved meritorious class. In such a case, there can
arise no injury to any suitor before the Civil Court, as I am given to understand that slave
evidence has been received in civil causes here, quantum valeat; indeed, I believe, in the
question of a late divorce, Semonelli versus his wife, slave evidence was received without
any certificate from my office being required.

{ observe also, that in the corresponding clause of the Trinidad Order, passed by the
King’s Most, Excellent Majesty in Council, at Carlton House, the 10th March 1824, and to
which order your Excellency, in a despatch dated goth October 1824, states, that you were
instructed by the Right Honourable the Secretar‘yl' of State, to prepare a draft of an analo-
gous ordinance, to be issued in Berbice, there is the following provision: “ Provided, never-
% theless, That no person, being in a state of slavery, shall be admitted to give evidence in
« any civil suit or action in which his or her owner 1s directly concerned.”

These general observations I venture to lay before your Excellency, under the strong
impression that unless such an attempt be arrested in its commencement, it cannot in its
operation have any other effect than to demoralize the more intelligent part of our slave

ulation.

n the Divorce Cause now before the Court of Justices, the plaintiff called at my office at
the end of November or beginning of December, to inquire whether, upon the record of
sufficiently instructed slaves, a negress of his, named Zabette, was so returned. I had net
the means at the moment of answering him, as it was early in the morning, and Mr. Hart
had not arrived at the office, in whose desk it was. At the usual office hour, a messenger
came from him, to whom it was told, that no such name appeared on the record, but that
perhaps, as other negroes on the record belonging to the same proprietor were returned to
the office by the Rev. Mr. Wray, her name might have been omitted by him in mistake.
The Rev. Mr. Wray called some day or two after on me, and stated, that though it was pro-
bable that the woman attended his chapel, that he never had instructed her; and as he
understood that she had been baptized by the Rev. Mr. Rowland, within a few days, he,
Mr. Wray, could not give the certificate required of him, and more especially when he
understood that she was to be examined as a witness in a cause either begun or about to be
instituted.

I heard no more of the subject until, being on public duty on the East Coast, I received
the annexed correspondence from S. Fraser, esq. the Curator to the wife of the Proprietor,
and against whom the process for a divorce is commenced.

I can only add, that this question, from a variety of circumstances, has been the most
important that I have had to meet since I assumed the duties of my department; and it is
one upon which I hope your Excellency may feel disposed to obtain the opinion of the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State and of His Majesty’s Attorney-General. No certificate
has been officially presented to me, neither have I had any correspondence, emanating from
myself, on the subject, save the present in my Report to your Excellency.

I am therefore the more anxious not to incur a responsibility, by a(%)rdin
which in my humble belief would contradict and defeat the whole intention of
Government, relative to the progressive elevation of the negro character.

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedient and humble servant,
Sworn to before me, at Berbice, on the David Power,
2nd day of March 1829. H. M. Protector of Slaves.
H. Beard, Lieut.-Governor.

P. S.—With reference to the case of Jan Zwart, 1 beg leave to assure your Excellency
of what I was é)ersuaded myself, that he and the other slaves, separated from their families
at the sale of Cruysburg, were returned to C. Kyte, esq., deputy vendue master, as single
negroes, by the representatives of the estate; otherwise, had he had the slightest suspicion
that they had been inserted on the reputed marriage record, he would not have allowed them
to be placed on the vendue table, D

. P.

H. M. P.

%{a precedent,
is Majesty’s
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LETTER from Lieut. Governor Beard to David Power, Esq, Protector of Slaves. Part I
SIR, King’s House, Berbice, 8th November 1828. BERBICE.

SOME circumstances of an unpleasant nature, having lately occurred at Plantation Catha- “————"
rinasburg, in the attempt to sell the negroes on that estate, tKe property of Mr. L. F. Gallez, Report from
under a decree of the Court of Civil Justice, by which that sale has been prevented ; I have Protector of Slaves.
found it necessary to have the impediments to that sale immediately removed, and have
therefore directed His Honor the Fiscal, properly supported, forthwith to proceed to
Mr. Gallez’s property, and adopt the most efficient measures for carrying the decree of
the Court of Justice into effect.
1 am at the same time persuaded, that as the negro population look upon you not only
as their Protector, but also their friend and adviser, your prompt interference with the slaves
in question, on the present occasion, will be important to the interests of themselves, and
have the most salutary effect in contributing to the removal of the present obstacles to the
sale of these negroes.
I have therefore to request, that you will be pleased, with as little delay as possible, to ac-
company the Fiscal for this purpose to Plantation Catharinasburg, and with him adopt such
measures as may appear most expedient, for giving effect to the orders of the Court of
Justice.
You will have the goodness to make to me as early a report of your proceedings in this

service, as circumstances will admit of. .
1 am, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
(signed) H. Beard, Lieutt Governor,

LETTER from D. Power, Esq. Protector of Slaves, to His Excellency
Lieut. Governor Beard, &c. &c. &ec.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 18th November 1828.

IN compliance with your Excellency’s request, as conveyed to me in your Letter of the
8th of the present month, T immediately adopted the necessary measures to accompany
his Honour the Fiscal, to Plantation Catharinasburgh. We started at two o’clock the same
day, from town, and reached our destination at half past three, on the next, where we had
the gratification to learn that the negroes adjudged for sale by the order of the Court of
Civil Justice, had returned to their duties, and were then on the estate.

As it was Sabbath, we deemed it advisable to defer, until an early hour the next morn-
ing, any communication with the negroes; but at the same time, expressed to the manager
our desire, that they should be assembled at an early hour the next morning, in front of the
house. They so assembled, and answered respectively to their names as tbhey were called
from the roll, with the exception of a few invalids and others, that were necessarily absent.

His Honor the Fiscal, in a mild but firm tone, stated the object of his visit; he impressed
upon them his regret that the embarrassinents of their proprietor, had led to a separation
from the other negroes of the estate, and from their houses and gardens, to which they
were naturally attached, but that the law was paramount, and must be obeyed. It was far
from his wish to add unnecessarily to their discomfort, but he felt it his bounden duty to
tell them, that if they were not disposed to come down with him, willingly, he had the
means of compelling them. They saw also before them the Protector, a gentleman sent out
by the King, specially to watch over their interests, and he would also tell them what the
law demanded of them, and what it was their duty to perform.

In a similar spirit, I ventured to enforce the necessity of obedience ; that the negroes must
recollect, that every amelioration of their condition by the law, imposed a stronger obliga-
tion on them, of paying a just obedience to authority; that though it were possible they
laboured under some delusion, as to the mortgage under which they were to be sold, Ket,
if after this explanation they ventured to continue insubordinate, every step in such a
progress would }l)ead to more aggravated trouble, and that their innocent mothers, wives,
sisters and children, might with themselves, probably be the sacrifice ; for they must know
well, that wherever the British flag flew, its laws must be obeyed.

Itis but justice to the negroes to say, that whilst they admitted the necessity of obe-
dience, they dwelt upon the hardship of their condition, with a sincerity to which every
humane mind must have responded. They observed, that when they were first sent to Catha-
rinasburgh, it was felt by them as a banishment ; that time had reconciled them to a sepa-
ration from every other part of the Colony, that they had erected comfortable negro houses,
and cultivated extensive provision fields, that these provision fields were now in bearing ;
that their proprietor, the Colonel, had given every encouragement to their industry ; and that
they had, under such circumstances, become a comfortable and contented negro commu-
nity. Besides, said they, we_think we have claims upon the Government, and upon the
whites [many of them producing medals at the time] ; these medals, we obtained for our
services, in attacking successfuﬁy a Maroon camp, in 1810; but what are they to us now?
separated as we shall be, and cast upon other estates, cursed and disliked by the negroes
for the very services for which we obtained them. . .

To this representation we could only reply, that it was their proprietor, Colonel Gallez,
who had mortgaged them, and that no power could interpose with the legal rights of the
creditor on the debtor.
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At length we felt it necessary to ask of the negroes, first, whether they were disposed to
go with us, and next, when they would be ready to embark. They evaded an answer to the
first, but said that at all events they could not be ready before two months; that was
declared impossible at once, by his Honor and myself; they then said at least two weeks;
we teplied, that they should have every assistance in taking with them their movable pro-
perty, but it was out of the question that we should remain there a fortnight, and we were
determined that they should proceed with us. )

Observing that there was a tenacity of purpose in the negroes not voluntarily to specify a
time, and persuaded that there was no disposition on their part to disobey a peremptory
order, I at length stated to them, that on Thursday by twelve o’clock I ex(i)ected every man
of them, with their respective families, to embark on board the punts, and that if they did
not comply to the hour with this arrangement, upon their own heads would be all the trouble
and mischief that may follow. I should have remarked before, that this statement refers to
two conferences with them, one in the morning and one in the evening of Monday, when
the latter arrangenient was concluded on.

It is also due to truth, that the negroes, on being questioned as to any interference on
the part of their proprietor Mr. Gallez, to induce them to disobey the decision of the Court
of Civil Justice, they declared most solemnly and unequivocally that he neither directly nor
indirectly induced them to any such purpose; that, in fact, they had never gone from the
plantation, but, as the day of sale came so suddenly upon them, they feared that they
should have been dragged off by the individual purchaser that very evening, without being
able to take their goods and little comforts with them.

During the interval to the Thursday, we found they were bUS{ preparing for their de-
parture ; and it is with mortified feelings that I assure your Excellency, I thrice refused to
allow a parting dance ; at the same time that I pledged myself to ask permission, when they
reached New Amsterdam, for such an indulgence ; and that permission I now respectfully
solicit from your Excellency.

Your Excellency, I presume, is aware that to the moment of the appointed hour of
Thursday we departed from Catharinasburg and proceeded to town ; amidst, however, the
moanings and the lamentations as well of the negroes that accompanied us, as those that
remained on the estate, Indeed so strong an impression has this scene left upon my mind,
that I consider this forcible expulsion, by the inexorable hand of the law, of improved and
contented negroes, satisfied with their master and satisfied with their condition, in the enjoy-
ment of thuse comforts which the fine waters and woods that surrounded them afforded, to
be more glregnant with cruelty-—to give a greater shock to the best feelings of our nature—
to make the negroes themselves more hostile to White ascendancy, than all the abominations
of African piracy over the brute natives of that continent, or even the aggravated horrors of
the middle passage.

Until, then, this right of mortgaging the persons of negroes be made illegal, by the
attachment of the cultivator to the soil, little indeed, in my l%:‘xmble judgment, can be done
in the way of effective negro amelioration. What value, may I take the liberty of asking,
can attach to the legal right of the negro to hold lands and fo cultivate them, if it is in the
gowe_r of any remorseless mort%iigee, or an insolvent owner, to drag him from that soil and

X hxm' for the rest of his life hundreds of miles, probably, from the very spot which was
the entire object of his regard, because it was obtained by the exertion of his extra labour.

Before I conclude, I feel it due to one of the most extensive proprietors in this Colony
W. Katz, esq., to say, that in a conversation with myself, he regretted the hardships of
such separation, and that to prevent them was the natural field of a benevolent Legislauon.

I have the honour to be,
. Your Excellency’s most obedient and humble servant,

(signed) D. Power,
H. M. Protector of Slaves.

LETTER from Lieutenant Governor H. Beard to D. Power, Esq.
H. M. Protector of Slaves.

SIR, Kilcoy, Corentine Coast, 1g9th November 1828.

I »AvE to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of yesterday's date, detailing your pro-
ceedings, in_conjunction with his Honor the Fiscal, on Plantation Catharinasburg, in
pursuance of my instructions of the 8th instant.

The prompt and skilful manner in which this service has been performed, deserves my
commendation, and I lose no time in conveying it to you.

I am perfectly satisfied that these conciliatory measures will have a beneficial result ; and
that serious consequences, which might, and probably would have ensued, had a different

. course been adopted, have now fortunately been prevented.

It is, I assure you, with painful regret that I feel myself at present obliged to decline to
accede to the indulgence you ask on behalf of Mr. Gallez’s unfortunate negroes ; prudence
under existing circumstances forbids me to grant it, and therefore, although strongly against
my own feelings and inclination, I am compelled to withold it.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant,
(signed) H. Beard.
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LETTER from D. Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves, to M. Daly, Esq.
King’s Advocate.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 13th August 1828.

RereaTED applications having been made at my office since my return, as well by the
negro Friday as by his proprietor, Mr. W. Forsyth, relative to the slave’s long protracted
claim for a house situated in New Amsterdam, and which his former master, Mr. Emery,
most unjustifiably in my mind, transferred to his housekeeper, Mary Emery, now residing,
as I understand, in the same;— .

Eighteen months have now elapsed since I had the honour to lay his case before you, and
put you in possession of his papers; and as I am preparing my Report, to be transmitted
through his Excellency the Governor to the Honourable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, I shall feel'much obliged to know from you, how that question stands, and as
the negro is most anxious to return me his papers.

I have the honour to be your obedient servant,
D. Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves.

P.S.—1I beg leave to add, that as I, in a former Report, alluded to this transaction, it is
necessary for me to communicate the conclysion of the appeal, which through you I made
for the slave, to protection of law..

LETTER from M. Daly, King’s Advocate, to David Power, Esq.
H. M. Protector of Slaves.

SIR, New Amsterdam, Berbice, 14th August 1828.

I nave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your official Letter of yesterday’s date,
respecting the claim made by the negro Friday to certain land in the town of New Amsterdam,
now in possession of Mary Richards alias Emery, whose case was placed in my hunds by you;
and I beg to state in reply:

That from all the documents placed in my office by Friday, I was of opinion he possessed
no proof to substantiate a case before the Court of Justice, for obtaining possession of the
land in question ; indeed, he had not even the shadow of a title deed.

That his Excellency the Governor was pleased, at my request, in the month of July 1827,
to direct the parties should appear before him, for the purpose of investigating the circum~
stances, when Mary Richards alias Emery, produced a certificate from his Honor the
Fiscal, to the effect that he had a perfect recollection of the late Emery having complained
to him against the man Friday, for not having paid his hire, and inquiring whether he could
be justified in taking over from said Friday, a piece of land which he (Friaay) offered to him
in liquidation and payment of said amount of hire. The declaration moreover stated, that
Mr. Emery died in the year 1821; that Mr. Bennett had been his executor, and subse-
quently on his proceeding to Europe, Mr. C. Bird had been appointed by the Court of Jus-
tice, to administer as curator to the estate ; that this latter gentleman sold the property of
Emery, including Friday, and cited the claimaints to appear end file their demands, but
never had any interference or claim from Friday on this subject.

This woman likewise proved, by testimony of a third person, that she had paid in cash,
the price to Emery, for such land. His Excellency made no decision at the time; indeed
I do not conceive he could, as the case did not come before him in a form that would permit
his doing so; but I believe I am warranted in saying, that his Excellency entertained an
opinion that Friday had no legal claim. He, however, recon}mended the parties to endea-
vour, through the means of a third person, to settle the question amicably, suggesting that
Mary Richards should pay some consideration to Friday, for his alleged clalm: .

Friday then urged, that he could adduce proof, if time was allowed, to which his Excel-
lency acceded ; since that period I have not seen Friday, and I imagined that the parties
had availed themselves of his Excellency’s advice.

[ have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

(signed) W. Daly, King’s Advocate.

1 have ventured to transmit herewith the documents which I had the honour to receive
from you, but still have an account-book which Friday left with me,

LETTER from D. Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves, to M. Daly, Esq,
King’s Advocate. \
SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 16th August 1828,

1 the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 14t’h, enclosing the
apel:sA geriongeingt:gu:he m:n Frida g I regret, nll)ost slyncerely, that this man’s claim w:} not
Erought before the Court of Civif.lustice, by means of the ordinary process, as without
| venturing
262,

Parr ]I,
BERBICE.
e

Report from
Protector of Slaves.



Part 1l,

BERBICE.
\—_ﬂ

Report from
Protector of Slaves.

14 COPIES OF REPORTS FROM
venturing to discuss any legal difficulties, I am, in my conscience, more persuaded than
ever, of the justice of his claim.

That the land was his (Friday’s), the certificate of the Fiscal, though deficient of any proof
in favour of the woman Mary Richards, clearly establishes. If Friday had subsequently
assigned it to Mr. Emery, it must have been through his trustee, and where is the existing
document? Then, may I ask, what becomes of the evidence of the third person, who
proves that this woman Mary Richards, alias Emery, paid the price in cash for such land
to Mr. Emery? Is it usual in any civilized community, to make a transfer of land by word
of mouth? 1 feltit my duty to make those passing observations, as it will remain for me to
refer the subject to consideration of legal authority at home.

I have the honour to be your most obedient servant,
(signed) D. Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves.

TO His Excellency Herry Beard, Esquire, Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Colony Berbice, and its Dependencies, &c. &e. &c. Presi-
dent in all Courts and Colleges within the same, sole Judge of the Vice-Admiralty
Court, &e. &e. &e.

THE humble Petition of David Power, His Majesty’s Protector of Slaves in this Colony,
Most respectfully showeth,—

That your Petitioner has deemed it his duty to commence certain proceedings for the
ensuing session of the honourable Court of Civil Justice, in behalf of the negro Fr}day, now
belonging to W. Forsyth, but formerly the property of Thomas C. Emery, late of this Colony,
deceased.

That said proceedings are carried on against Mary Richards alias Emery.

That your E’etitioner being desirous of car ing on such proceedings free of expense to the
slave, should sentence be given in favour of the defendant, now humbly prays,—

That it will please your Excellency to a‘Ppoint Samuel Firebrace, esq. admitted to prac-
tise at the bar of the honourable Court of Civil Justice of this Colony, Advocate pro Deo,
for the purpose of carrying on and conducting the proceedings at law, above referred to ;
with authority on, and in{'unction to the several public officers to give out unto your Peti-
tioner, free of expense, all such papers and documents as he may require, as also to aid
and assist him gratuitously: And moreover be directed to consider the appointment pro
Deo, as having gbeen granted when the proceedings now pending commenced. And your
Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Berbice, 7th October 1828.
(A true Copy.) Ck Bird, Gov* Secretary.

David Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves,

APPOINTMENT.

Samuel Firebrace, esq. is hereby appointed Advocate pro Deo, for and on behalf of slave
Friday, in prosecuting his rights_in a suit instituted in his behalf before the Court of Civil
Justice, by David Power, esq. His Majesty’s Protector of Slaves, against Mary Richards
alias Emery, with authority to the Colonial Secretary and all other public officers in this
Colony, to aid and assist, gratuitously, in all future proceedings in this cause.

And in respect of any costs already unnecessarily incurred, in opposition to my previous
instructions to prevent them, let such costs be borne by the party so im(froperly havin
incurred them. The slave Friday, however, not in any manner to be held Lable for suc

costs.
1 t
King’s House, Berbice, 8th October 1828, H. Beard, Lieut* Governor.
By Command,—Ck* Bird, Govern* Secretary.
(A true Copy.) Ck' Bird, Govern! Sec?,

David Power, His Majesty’s Protector of Slaves in this Colony, in behalf of the
negro Friday, now belonging to W. Forsyth, but formerly the property of Thomas
C. Emery, late of this Colony, deceased, Plaintiff, versus Mary Richards alias
Emery, Defendant.

THE Counsel for the plaintiff, Mr. Firebrace, read a copy of the Petition presented to
his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, for mandament of maintenue and spolie; the in-
terrogatories put to, and answers of the witnesses, viz. his Honor the Fiscal, Thomas Hill,
John Dow, and N. A. Harris ; correspondence between Mr. Power and the King’s Advocate
Mr. Martin Daly, formerly Counsel in_this cause for the Protector, but now appearing for
the defendant ; as also the reply in scriptis made to the written answer and counter-claim of
the defendant; and extract regarding the slave’s complaint.

Mr. Firebrace then proceeded :

Having thus put the Court in possession of the facts of the case, I shall now apply the law
to them. There are only two points in the defendant’s case, which merit any observation :

the
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the first is, that Thomas Hill could not acquire the property for Friday, unless Judith Dell-
more had been aware to whom she was selling it; and secondly, that according to the strict
interpretation of the law, the negro, being a slave, could not then hold property. As regards
the first, I might rest on the defendant’s own showing, for how could Emery come into pos-
session of the pro(i)ert unless it belonged to Friday; and if it did belong to the slave, he
must have acquired it lawfully and legally, otherwise his sale of it to Emery, and that of
Emery to M a? Richards, is not valid.
To acquire dominium, proprietorship, we may personally appear in the contract of sale and
urchase, or we may employ an attorney, justice or agent, as in this case was done by
}I:‘rida . It is not necessary that the agent should express that he purchases it as such, or
that the seller should be aware of it; but should the latter be even under the impression
that the sale was made to the purchaser in privé, it nevertheless stands good, with the soli-
tary exception to the contrary, if there is a clause in the contract by which the seller cove-
nanted that the sale was to be considered as concluded solely with the apparent purchaser,
and that the right of proprietorship was yielded solely to the own proper use and behoof of
the latter.

In the present contract there is no such special clause, and it therefore falls under the general
rule before mentioned. From the evidence of Hill, it appears that Judith Dellmore was aware of
the purchase bein made procuratoris nomine, and that he, Hill, ac uired the property to the
gole use and behoof of the slave. What clearer evidence is required ? This witness is irreproach-
able; he is a disinterested witness ; by the oath he has taken, he has, in place of acquiring
property, zielded it. This evidence must be conclusive. Qui recepit nomine alterius, non
% dicatur habere animum acquirendi sibi, et possessio sine animo non acquiratur.” The only
thing remaining to give full right of property to the slave, has been observed, namely, the
delivery of the Iand to him by his agent; forit 1s in evidence, that Friday built a house thereon.
« Res ex mandato meo emta, mihi non acquiratur, nisi procurator mihi tradiderit.” The evi-
dence of Hill, moreover, establishes the rule of law, “ Licet in dubio praesumeretur emisse nomine
« proprio ; tamen constat hanc preesumptionem cessare, si ex conjecturis possit apparere
« procuratorem nomine mandantis emisse, quamvis non expresserit.” Thus, even if Hill’s
evidence was not so direct as to remove all doubt, still the evidence of his Honor the Fiscal
would be sufficient ; he declares, that Emery gave him to understand that he conceived' the
right of proprietorship was vested in the slave; and how could the slave have acquired
this, but through his agent? It is laid down by Coren, Observationes Rerum J udicatorum,
“ Quamvis emtor alterius nomen obtenderit, aut alterius nomine sibi emerit, quamvis
« venditor id ignoraverit, nihilominus rem emtam sibi acquirit ; adeoque acquisitio illa,
* non ex venditoris ifitentione, sed solum emtoris procedit. Unde liquet, adeo sufficere in
* tradente animum prodendi dominium, ad hoc ut in alium transferatur. Et sic loquuntur
“ jura, voluntatem domini volentis rem suam in alium transferri, ratam habendam. Ut
« ‘consideretur tantummodo voluntas illa transferendi, et a se abdicandi dominium. Atque
« wtrum dominium 2 venditore translatum, acquiratur accipiente, an vero ei cujus nomine
“ accipitur, in eo non attendi quid venditor sciverit, putaverit, aut voluerit; nisi ipsius
“ intersit magis huic quam illi acquiri, adeoque preecisam voluntatem declaraverit.” There
is no special clause in the contract, declarin the property was given over solely and only to
Hill; neither was it of any importance to Judith Dellmore, who purchased the land. All
that she required was payment of the purchase money. This has been done; she bas re-
ceived the value from t{:e slave, the same as she would from Hill, and that was her only
object. I have not stated the above Law Authorities on my own individual responsibility,
but submit them as having been deemed good and sufficient by the High Court of Holland,
in appeal, March 1624; = decision in which all the Members concurred; and confirmed, in
revision, on the 7th August 1627, in the Action, Adrian Thibaut contra the Curators of the
deserted Estate of Laurens Baix, deceased.

Having thus shown how Friday became possessed of the property now in dispute, the
next point to be considered is, how he could be divested of it. Proprietorship is acquired
in a two-fold manner. We become possessed of property corpore et animo, or animo solo,
but not corpore solo. In like manner it is lost. It matters not, if another is in postession
corporeally, so Jong as we have not divested ourselves of the amimus possidendi. Thus, in
the Deeds of transport, granted by the Commiissaries of this Court, we find that the party
transferring the property, requests that he may be divested of his right of proprietorship,
of the animus possidendi, and that the party accepting the transport may be invested there-
with ; thus clearly proving, that without this qxqress renunciation of the animus possidendt,
the deed of transport would convey no legal title to the property. It often occurs that a
person is corporeally in possession of propertg, but until he acquires it animo, such animus
to be transferred by the seller legally entitled to grant it, the purchaser cannot be said to
have a legal title. Such being the case, I would inquire how Friday became divested
of this property. Not certainly by resigning his wish of remaining proprietor. He has
never resigned it. Where is the proof of the debts and arrears of wages, for which it 1s
pretended Emery took the property? There is none ; and in my own mind, I am firmly
convinced that the slave did not owe any thing. But of this hereafter. Where are the
witnesses to the pretended transaction between riday and his master; where is the amount
of the pretended debt, of the pretended arrears of wages? Where has Emery followed the
advice of his Honor the Fiscsl, who, from source of legal lore known only to hlmgelf, de-
cided that the slave could not hold such property. He certainly gave him otherwise good
advice, that if the property was to be taken over by Emery, he must ap ly to the person
from whom it was purcﬁased.' Has he done so? No. Has he.applied to il? No. MH“S
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Mary Richards applied to Judith Dellmore’s estate, or to Thomas Hill? Never. Where,
then, is the proof that Friday ever resigned the animus possidendi? But the defendant
says, I purchased the property from Emery, ergo, it is mine. To this conclusion I cannot
assent, forit is not founded in law. “ Nemo res ad te pertinentes, non obligatus sibi, nec
“ ex officio vendendi potestatem habens, distrahendo quicquam tibi nocere poterit.” Lex. 6.
Cod. de rel. alien. non alienand. Besides, Emery having no just title, could not deprive the
slave of the property. Lex. 206.D. deReg. Juris. * Jure nature cequum est, neminem cum
“ alterius detrimento et injuria fieri locupletiorem.” And Lex. 134. s. 1. D. d. t. “ Nemo ex
“ suo delicto meliorem suam conditionem facere potest.” Emery having despoiled his slave
of his property, did not give him any right to it, as laid down by Domat, Civil Law, who
says that ‘“ The bare detention of a thing is not, propérly called, possession ; and it is not
* ‘enough for possession that we have actual hold of a thing, and have it in our custody ;
“ but we must have it together with the right to enjoy it, and to dispose of it.” The com-
plaint of the slave is strong proof that he never ceased to entertain the desire of retaining
the property. It is the fourth complaint made after the office of Protector of Slaves was
estal lisgzd; and the reason given by Hill to the Protector, for not interposing, speaks stronger
% could adduce. :
I now proceed to the next Objection of the defendant ;—that according to the strict inter-

retation of the law, the slave could not, at the date of the before-mentioned transactions,
-Eold property. But this objection the defendant well knows she cannot support, I refer
the Court to the New Slave Ordinance, passed by the Council of Government on the 25th
September 1826; it is to the twenty-seventh article that I allude. It runs thus: “ And
“ whereas by the usage of this Colony, persons in a state of slavery have hitherto been per-
“ mitted to acquire, hold and enjoy property free from controul; and it is expedient that
* the said custom should be recognized, and as far as need be, established by law; Be it
** therefore Enacted,” &ec. This article then points out what property is excepted ; to wit,
* fire-arms, ammunition, and such colonial produce as is prohibited to be sold or bartered b
“ the existing law.” From these exceYtions, which were ordained by former laws, 1 can
prove my case. If I am allowed to hold property, save and except certain articles, it does
not require any wisdom to discover that 1f landed property is not included in such exce
tions, | may acquire, hold and enjoy it. But let us refer to the ably-drawn Index of the
New Ordinance; to this twenty-seventh article I find, * The custom of permitting slaves to
* enjoy and dispose of landed or other property recognized by law; fire-arms, ammunition
* and colonial produce excepted.” What stronger proof can be wished for of the legis-
lator’s intention, of the true meaning? What is the vis, the potesias, the meaning, the
intention of this law? Itis to put beyond the power of dispute the right of the slave to
hold property in future; and not only this, but to secure him in what he already held, b
the express declaration of the legislator, that it was recognized by custom. It is stated b
Grotius, in his Introduction to the Dutch Law, lib. 1, P-2, 8. 21; and Van de Kuzel,
Theses Selectee Juris Hollandici et Zelandici, 5, That custom has the force of law; that it
must be recognized as law, unless repealed by subsequent enactments; and that to become
law, the formalities which are required to render a decree of the legislator law, are mnot
necessary. Here we have the custom, and as custom the law, expressly recognized by the
Legislature, the Council of Government. It is recognized in that Ordinance, which public
report says has been favourably viewed by the Sovereign; for the passing which His Majesty
bas thanked the Council of Government, our Colonial Legislature. Does the defendant
think, can she for a moment suppose, that the Council of Government would represent the
custom of the Colony as otherwise than it actually is? I cannot suppose it; to admit a doubt
on the subject, would be to question the honour, the integrity of the counsellors who enacted
the law. The twenty-seventh article recognizes as law, that a slave could not only acquire
Eroperty, but that he might hold it; he might continue in possession ; and not only that,

ut he might enjoy it; that is, he might reap the profits and fruits from such property.
Emery himself recognized the custom ; he ackowle ged he knew the right to the property
was vested in the slave. The argument of the defendant goes to this: If you alrow that
Emery legally acquired the property, I will grant that the slave originally was the legal
owner; but if you will not concede that the property was given for debts and arrears of
wages, then the slave could net hold it.

8 regards the counter-claim, a few words are requisite. I have filed an account book
helonging to the slave, proving that his master was inﬁebted to him. It has been admitted,
~vithout contradiction from the opposite party, and therefore must be considered as admitted.
The testimony of the witnesses remains unimpeached. I have filed a written permission to
thq slave, from Emery, to work for himself, and fixing his value at twenty-five hundred
guilders; it is dated subsequent to Emery’s seizing the roperty. Although, according to
the defendant, the slave was indebted to his master as wefl for arrears of wages as otherwise,
Emery allowed him to work for himself, to enable him to purchase himself; and that at
a time v.vhen he no longer had any property which could be available to his master, the
defalcation again occurred which has been alleged. 1 appeal to the Court, I appeal to all
around me who know any thing about the customs of the West Indies, whether, when
4 proprietor allows his slave to work for himself in order to purchase his freedom, it is not

intended as a reward to him for past services; whether it is not a proof that he is satisfied
with the faithful manner in which his slave has conducted himself,

On these grounds I ieave my case to the Court’s decision.




PROTECTORS OF SLAVES. 17
LETTER from Mr. Samuel Firebrace to David Power, Esq. H. M. Potector of Slaves. Part IL

SIR, Berbice, February 21, 1829. BERBICE.

I nAvVE the honour to inform you, that the first Marshal of the Colony, duly assisted, ‘e’
has this day put the slave Frday in possession of the house and Jand decreed to him by Report from
sentence of the Honourable the Court of Civil Justice, dated 23d January last. ! Protector of Slaves.

The defendant in the above cause, Mary Richards alias Emery, having tendered posses-

sion of the property in dispute, Erevious to the costs awarded by said sentence being taxed,
1 directed such presentation to be accepted, under special reservation of the right of . pro-
eeeding in execution (should such be deemed necessary) to compel payment of such costs.
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor has referred the account to the Court of Civil
. Justice for taxation, at its next ordinary session in April.

The poverty of the defendant makes 1t very doubtful whether the amount can be recovered
from her ; it 1s therefore my intention to memorialize the Council of Government to pay

the same. I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
Samuel Firebrace.

LETTER from Mr. Simon Fraser to David Power Esq. H. M. Protector of Slaves.
S1R, Berbice, 16th January 1829.

As curatoRr to Mr. Katz, I deem it mi duty to call your attention to what appears to
me o gross perversion of the Slave Act of this Colony, relative to Slave Evidence.

In 2 most delicate and most important action, in which I am unfortunately deeply in-
terested, and which I have been appointed by his Excellency the Lieutenant Goverzor to
defend, 1 find an attempt is made to qualify slaves for the express purpose of evidence, in
this action already instituted, by their master.

That such is not the spirit of the Act, or was ever contemplated by its framers, I think
must be self-evident to the most common understanding; and yet 1 find the Rev. Mr.
Rowland persisting in an intention of granting certificates under such circumstances.

I took the earliest opportunity, after receiving my appointment, of waiting on Mr.
Rowland officially to inform him that I had reason to believe an application was to be made
to him to qualify the slave Zabette, who was already cited as a witness in an action
then pending; and to express my conviction that the Slave Act never contemplated the
granting eertificates under such circumstances ; that slaves could easily be trained to answer
certain questions by rote, and which might appear to entitle them to certificates, while, in
fact, they were totally ignorant of the principles of the Christian religion; that the spirit of
the Act decidedly was, that when clergymen of their own accord discovered amongst their
congregation, slaves whom they considered sufficiently instructed in the principles o% Chris-
tianity to understand the nature of an oath, then such clergymen were bound, as a part of
their duty, spontaneously to transmit certificates to that effect to the Protector of Slaves.

Though I could not to the full extent impress this view on Mr. Rowland’s mind, he
stated, that to avoid suspicion of connivance, if he proceeded to examine her, he would do it
publicly, and give me due notice. :

From your own experience of the character of slaves, and their total disregard of veracity,
it must be superfluous in me to call your attention to the extreme caution that should be
used in granting certificates, and the serious evil that might arise from a different construc-
tion of the Act, to that which I have assumed, and which, in fact, would be placing the lives,
reputation and property of the community at the mercy of a clergyman ; and though no man
can more highly estimate the clergy, collectively or individually, than I do, I cannot forget
that they are men, and subject to human frai ties, and therefore should not be placed in
situations of strong temptation, or in those where their conduct may be influenced in the
performance of a sacred duty.

Clergymen granting spontaneous certificates, when no particular object is in view, must
be concluded to act from conscientions motives; but how differently are they situated
when called upon by interested parties to qualify witnesses for a specific purpose,

The most conclusive proof of the injurious tendency of such a practice, 1s, the fact of
undue influence being used on the present occasion to procure a surreptitious certificate, as
will appear from the annexed copy of a Letter from Mr. Rowland to me, with which I also
beg to submit a copy of my answer; and I cannot but express my deep regret that such
influence should be used from the highest authority, and that at a moment when it was ex-
pressly known that the certificate required was for the purpose of qualifying a slave to give
evidence in an action already instituted, and upon which action the exalted individual in

uestion was to preside, as the professional judge appointed by his Sovereign, to watch over
the due administration of justice !!! o

I feel how inadequate I am to do justice to the subject, on which, indeed, I would not
have presumed to address you, were I not personally concerned; but I trust I have said
enough to induce you to decline recording a certificate obtained under such circumstances,
antil the point is submitted to the consideration of His Majesty’s Government.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Simon Fraser,
Curator to Susan B. Katz.
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LETTER from Reverend Mr. Rowland to Simon Fraser.

My pEAR SiR, Berbice, January 14th, 1829.

I wroTE to Mr. Furlonge, on Monday last, requesting him to inform you that an objec-
tion was made to Zabette’s being publicly examined, in order to obtain = certificate of quali-
cation to give evidence on oath; upon the grounds that it had not been done in the
Colony, and the girl had also a right to object to it. I have this moment received a Note
from him; in which he states, that it is a subject with which he has nothing to do, and
declines all interference.

I have the honour to be, dear Sir,

Yours truly,
Thot Rowland.

LETTER of Simon Fraser to the Reverend Mr. Rowland.

DEAR Sin, Berbice, 15th January 1829.

I was last evening favoured with your Letter of yesterday, in which you state that an
objection was made to examining the woman Zabette, publicly, in order to obtain a certi-
ficate of qualification to give evidence on oath, on the grounds that it never had been done in
this Colony, and the girl had also a right to object to it.

After obtaining an appointment from his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, as curator
to Mrs. Katz, I lost no time in officially waiting on you, to state that I was led to believe
an application would be made for such certificate, for the express purpose of qualifying
Zabette to give evidence in a most important action then pending.

I then did not hesitate to give it as my opinion, as I do now, that such an application
was a direct perversion of the Slave Act, which never contemplated the training and qualify-
ing witnesses for particular purposes. That the spirit of the Act was distinctly, that when
clergymen discovered amongst their congregation, slaves, who from their attendance on
public worship or private instruction, they considered sufficiently instructed in the principles
of the Christian religion, to understand the nature of an oath, that such clergymen were
then bound, as a part of their duty, spontaneously to transmit a certificate to that effect, to
the Protector of Slaves. I hesitate not to say, that such was the intention of the framers
of the Act, and such would be the construction put upon it by every disinterested man of
common sense.

You say, a public examination is objected to, because it has never taken place in the
Colony ; pray, have any slaves been qualified in the Colony, or does the Act prescribe
the mode of examination? If not, by what right, or upon what principle have the parties
training the witness, a right to dictate to you; or upon what ground can slaves presume to
state to the clergzmen, that they will only be examined as they think proper. It requires
but one s:eﬂ: further to render the mummery complete. Let the slaves insist on having
oopies of all questions to be put to them, a month before examination!!!

Could volumes on the subject, carry more self-evident proof of the conviction on the minds
of the parties themselves, t{'nat she 1s totally unqualified, than their objections to a public
examination? I know the slave in question well, I have done so from her early infancy ;
1 know her to be totally ignorant of the Christian religion, not even knowing the difference
between it and the Jewish or Mahomedan ; at this moment believing ten thousand times
more in the existence and power of an Obeah-man, than in that of a God and a Redeemer,

It is true, she may have been taught like a parrot, to answer certain .questions; but
against qualifying her on such grounds, I most solemnly protest ; considering that I have
fully as good a right to do so, as the opposite party have to object to a public examination,

I have the honour to be, dear Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Simon Fraser,
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No. 1.—~ABSTRACT of OFFENCES committed by MaLE and FEma LE Plantation Slaves in the Colony Berbice, made up
from the Returns of Punishments, forwarded to the Protector of Slaves by the Civil Magistrates of the several Districts,
from 1st July to 31st December 1828; showing the Nature of the Offences, the Number of Slaves committing the
same, the Nature of the Punishments, by whose Authority inflicted, and the Total Number of Offences.

J—
Punishments b Prnished b.Y, H
OFFENDERS. | ey & Managers , Hit Mijeny's Distiot Maiaates
ector of Slaves. TOTAL
NATURE OF OFFENCES.
Females NUMBER.
Males. | Females. FI]VIaIesd and Males F}\Ialesd h;‘ales :md h.hle’_‘ l\i-l_'&les‘and
o8ged-l Confined. | F1°88°4 Gonfined. |Flo88ed Confined.
Attempting to murder < = o] - — —_ —_ — — — -— —
Attempting topoison = = -} — | — | — | — | | — | — | — -
Attempting to commit suicide - - 1] =ja )= - - -] - 1 1
Attempting to ravish - - - ef- - 1 1 |- efe - - 2
Cutting others with cutlasses - 2 2 2 2 - el . - 4
Incendiaries = - - - | - —_ —_ — — — —_— — —
Killing and destroying stoc - -t - — — — — — — — .
Cruelty toanimals - - - - 41 - - 3 1 e o el o - 4
House-breaking and stealing - - 8f{- -l. -|- S 1 w |- - 8
Theft, petty larceny - = -1 168 15 o8 64 {. - - " " 176
Sheep, hog and pt:'ultry stealing - 5]- -] - 5 1« -1- R I - 5
Co:t:;\l’u:g at I.he t, .and a-ttempfmg t(: 12 . 8 s |. -|- . . . 13
Receiving stolen goods, knowing them
to be sﬁch R 3 6 2 3 1= =i- i 3 9
Encouraging others to steal - e]- - - . 1 - of- N IV I - 1
Striking manager -  ~ - - = — —_ - — -— - — —_
Biting overseer - - - - - — — — -— — —_ — —
Striking overseer = - - - - — — — - -— — — —
Striking driver - - - - 2 1 1 - ele = - 3
Biting driver - - - - - 1 - 1 -1- al- o}- 1
Holding and tearing drivers’ clothes - - 1 - 1 . - -le -1- 1
Raising cutlass against driver - o e — — — - — — —
Resisting manager in discharge of his} ' ’ ' .
duty » « o - - - I I R I R A ° 1
Breaking stocks - « - e] — — —_ —_ —_— —_ —_ — —
Refusing to work - - - - 96 | 108 48 152 |- |-~ - 1 3 204
Disobedience - - - - -} 286} 127| 110 302 - 1 |- -1~ - 413
Insolence - - - - «f 216 154 23 285 4 4 4 370
Insubordination = - - - 64 69 23 74 2 31 1 2 133
Abusive language to owners - - 3]- = 1 2 f- -]= el ofa - 3
Ab:z(;x;dmg a::d ru.nmng- awa)‘v- fron:} 178 7 69 |- - ' R 6 249
Encouraging others to abscond - - 2|~ - g~ el -]- ale e - 2
Inducing gang to turn out late « -l — - — -— — - — — —
Contemptuous behaviour and language 4 12 3 3 |- = 10 |- -|- . 16
Mutinous language - - - el — — — — - — — — —
Quarrelling - - - - - 26 35 n 53 |- -}- el ] - 6o
Quarrelling and fighting = - . 63 67 16 13 |- -1- -l - 1 130
Scalding others - - - - 2 4 1 5 - -]~ al= |- - 6
Beating others - - - - 30 8 17 20 j- |- o« - 1 18
Biting others - - - - efe - 2l - g (. 1= ele ala - P
Maltreating children - - - 6 7 2 11 j- |- -t~ «}- - 13
Attempting to strike a white man  « | — -_— — — -— —_ — — —_
Lying with other men’s wives - - 6l - 61| - ele =1- -l . . 6
Committing fornication - - - 1 3 1 3 -|- -]- - 4
Iﬂﬁde]ity to.husbands - - - — — — — -— — — — —
Father selling daughter to prostitution —_ — —_ -— — — —_— — —
Drunkenness « - - - - 62 ] 24 4 (- -|- ] o}~ 68
Bad work and insufficient - - -| 884 ) 929 | 195 1,617 |- -1~ - 1 |- 1,813
Neglecting duty - - - -| 639 304] 210 731 |- |- - 1 1 043
Neglecting stock - » « - 65 4 26 43 |~ =|- ale -} - 69
Neglecting to throw grass e w] = =] = — —_ -_ - - —_
Not coming to work in proper time - | 134 | 174 28 278 |- =}~ - 2 |- - 308
Neglecting prayers - - - el - — — —_ — — — — —
Introducing rum on estate - - g|le o~ - 2 |« «ie S - 2
Refusiug to keep Sabbatheday - -} — — — — — — — — —
Riding mules at night =~ - = 2 - 2| “l= =}~ S L - )
Idleness, laziness and indolence -| 213] 135 4 307 t- -1}- -f- -]- - 348
Leaving estate at night - = - 18 2 14 6 {- -1- -1- =-}- - 20
Absenting from hospital - - - 8 3 4 7 1- -1- =l -} - 11
Neglgcting sores - - - - 3 6 1 8 |- «}- ala -1a - 9
Refusing to take medicine - . 1 2{- - 3 (- =]- -1- -1- - 3

(continued.)
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Asstract of Offences committed by Male and Female Plantation Slaves, frem 1st July to 315t December 1828— continyeg

. Punishments b Panished b}: Punished b
OFFENDERS. | o rore Mamgin. P His Ml_]essy 8 | District Magistryatel.
rotector of Slaves. TOTAL
NATURE OF OFFENCES. E
Males | Females | pro o | Males and| pr . | Males and NUMBER,
Males. | Females. and Males Females Females
Flogged. "0 ned. | F188°4 Contined. | FI88°¢] Confined.
Eating dirt, charcoal - - < — | — | — — — - - -— -
Neglecting person - - - - 5 s 2 5 |- -1- I - y
Neglecting gardens - - = ] — - — — — — — —_ -
Setting a bad example to children - | — — — — — — - — -
Sellingand destroying clothes furnished} :
byowners - - - - <fI T - - - - - - - —
Selling working utensils - - - 2|~ - 1 I I ele ol - 2
Riotous conduct - - - - 23 29 10 39 1 1 - - 1 50
Breaking carts - - - - 1f{- - - 1 o] - ele -}- - 1
Harbouring runaways or strangers - 1 1 - 2 ol - 1- - 2
Preventing others from working - 3]- 1 2 - e 1. - 3
Breaking hospital and aiding others to}
getout of stocks = - - - 4 1 2 31 |- “{= ~f- - 5
Cutting and stealing canes, — — — — - — — - —
Practising obeah - - - - 1|~ - 1 |- e -] -1~ af- - 1
Lying and false swearing - - - 11 5 6 9 1 |- I I . 16
False complaints - - - - 24 101« o . - 4 8 20 34
Indecent language and behaviour | — — — — — -— — - 2
False pretence of sickness - - 5 4 2 7 |- of- e ofa . 9
Cutting and eating dead cattle - - — — —_— — — — — -
Carelessness in not guarding against fire 18 3 " 14 - - - . 21
Ill-treating women and wives » - 8. - 6 M el - - 8
Torars =~ - « -13300]2,313 (1,098 | 4,411 4 53 36 51 5,633
ToraLs from the preceding Half-]{ .
Yearly Abstract, from 1st Ja- o 3,054 | 1,775 1,005 | 3,734 TOTAL « = « - 4,829
puary to 1st July 1828 - o

No. 2.—LIST of Persons to whom Licewses for MARRIAGE have been granted, from the
18t of September 1828 to the 1st of March 1829.

v NAMES OF SLAVES. NAMES OF OWNERS, | 1o addressed for
LICENSE. ’ Solemnization.
September 5 | Dominick and Antvinetta - | Winkels= - - = | Rev. John Wray.
- 20| Thomasund Peggy - - | Pl Providence, W. Henery | « - ditto.
~ 30| Amsterdamand Fva - . -PLP ro‘;:%‘ﬁ?is}’;tgéaﬁl;:} Rev. J. Ves.
- 30 | Fransand Antje « - 1. . ditto - =]|- - ditto.
~ 30| September and Amba = -|. . ditte - |- - ditto.
- 30 | Nieuw Jaart and Henriette « | - -« ditwo - - |- - ditto.
- 30 | Frisoand Eva - - ol - ditto - e« - ditto,
=~ 30 | James and Doeba = e]le - ditte - =}~ - ditto.
-~ 30| Herculesand Corsh - | - . . - = | Not solemnized.
- 30| BoyandKitty - . .|L.F, Gallez & Mrs.Gallez | - - ditto.
= 30 | Czsar and Dolly = =] - ditoe - =]« - ditto.

Eleven Couples.
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No. 3.—LIST of Persons in Legal Progress of MaNUMIssION on the 15t day of March 1829, Part il
at the Protector’s Office, Berbice. JE—
BERBICE.

Date of Names of Persons to be Name N

Application. Manamitted. of late Proprietor. 1¢by Parchase, Amount paid. | Number. Report from

Protector of Slaves,
1828:; - = Purchased by A. Da
. Costa for manumission,]
July - 5| Mytelena e | Winkels « « - [{and appraised at 150f. 1

by Messrs. Kyte and
R. Semple - - -
Oct. - 21 | AnnaJohanna +  « | Winkels = -« - | Appraised at 200/, - 1
Jan. - 7 |--Nan,Sam Bentinck,
Francis Arthur, Tho-

mas, Dolly = Ann, John Tapin « =] Deed of Gift - - 6
- 47| MaryApn - -
Lucy, Eliza Sharp}| jobn MLeovan - | Deedof Gift - -} 3
- w | Boy Joseph - «}- oditta - | Statu Libera - - 1
= 1% |--Ameliaand her chil-
dren, Susanna and }| George Munro, dect - | By Will .- - . 3
Diana - - .
= 17 | William, John, George | Statu Libera - - [ Never registered - - 3
. By Purchase, 2,000 f.
- 17f{Jobn - o | Messrs. Winter & Innes 0 £ "5y o ion P roﬁtf .’} 1
- 31| Adam <+ - =] Captain Gipps,R.E. - | Deed of Gift - - 1
- 31}Jobn - - -{ M E Darley « | = ditto - - - 1
Feb. - 21 | Margaret (Mustee) - %lﬁtastziolt; SC;':;::;T_;} - ditto - e - 1
- 28 | Sally (Mulatto) - | E. S. Bannister « | - ditto - - . 1
~ 28 | - « Margaret, William\ Purchased by H. Dowdy
Augustus, Margaret ;| Charlotte Ruddee - [{for 600f. to be manu- 3
Amm - - -J mitted - - -

Total Slaves - - 26

No. 4.—LIST of Monies Deposited in the Savines BaNk of Berbice, by Slaves, from the
1st day of September 1828 to the 1st March 182g.

To whom Bequeathed

Date of Deposit.] Name of Depositor. Name of Owner. in case of Death. AMOUNT.
1829:

January - 14 | Daniel - -] Winkels - ] Tohisthreechildren - -} 89 - -

Oct;liqrs.z 20 | Lewis Marinus - | - ditto - = T?i;‘c;ilf;?n, (l)uabie., Elsjﬁ} —_

ey 1 |- diwe « - |oduo - o Ay Thomn Pkt gy,

- - Bequeathed to Cornelia,
and her four children, of the 30
Winkels « - - 110

- = 13| - ditto - ol = ditto - -
February eg | - ditte  « |- ditte - -

January - 14 | Sophie - = | J. Downer - ng.l;(e;tt: a;ughte:' Kle.m, u:} 46 - -

February 6 | Frangois - ] Winkels «  «| To his children - . - 8 - =
1838:

October - 20 | Zacharias « =J - ditto - -}« oditto - - f 6, =

1829: .
January - 14 | - ditto « | - ditto |- -ditto < - fie8.10. 1o -

~ =15 ]| Jacob (Antoney) | - ditto <« «]- -ditto - - - - 8 - -
1828: {" J. Blair, M. P'} Divided amongst his children}

December 20 | February, sen. « {’J::"C of;: 19., on that estate= « of| 312 = =
April - 11| Frangois - - | Winkels - - T°r:‘;‘:r:;"[d'e" (left out ‘“f} 8 - -

Total in Deposit as formerly returned - 4,774 = =

£.423.0r f. 15078 ~ -

P.S.—A sum of f.935. 14. or 161 3s. was paid out to the different Depositors as Interest upon
their respective Amounts in the Savings Bank, on the 1st of January 1829.
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No. 6—LIST of MaNumissions effected in Berbice through the Protector’s Office, from the
18t day of September 1828 to the 1st March 1829.

Name of Person Name of If by Purchase, Amount paid,
Date, Manumitted. late Proprietor or otherwise, Number.
1828:
Septem. 15 | Charlotte, and)|f Estate, W. Helder, J. L. : . .
child Mina. } Bar;xstedg, q¢. - - In(:g:e:()it:esxl:;vlgffa}ly de.} 3
- 15 | Sophia - -] Mrs. Adami - -
- 15 | - - Santge, and}[[-=- PI* Anna Clementia,\|., _ : :
three children,l belonging to Elzer and] desfz:tty (:hl;emge:): 2::3:
Jantge, Bernard (|} Voombergh of Amster- J mitted b thye Protector - 4
and Jenny -Jildam - . . . Y
October - 21 | Zemire - - | Roosge Pavels - - |Bywill - - - . ?
December 6 | Owen (coloured) | Ju® Tapin - - - | Parchased for manumission 3
- 6 | Isabella Stewart- | A. Stewart - « | Statu Libera - - - 3
. Purchased by K. Cooper,
- 16 Hannah - - 1 E. Phile - - - for manumissien - -} ?
- 16 | Margaret - - | J. M‘Donald - « | Statu Libera - - - 2
1829:
January - g9 | Barrington -] Jn°Ross - - - Deedofgift - - - ]
- . H. C. Mittelholzer, ygq. . -
9 | Hendrik (Mulatto) M. J.C. Spangenberg Never registered - 1
- 9| Corneles - -} J.Overeem- - - ditte - . - ]
- 9| Jessy (Black) -] A.Black - - ~j- ditto- - - . 1
- 29 {Dorinda - - | PL de Liefde - . {ln(:;?ze%egﬁe:lk‘illelga-ﬂy de:} 1
February 28 | Alfred (Mustee) - | E. Reynolds - - {Pg,‘f;’:a;:i?gr{;:,”fxﬁ;:;:: } 1
- 28 | - - Jane, and her
two Mustee chil- . .
d:,':n, w";,ﬁ.z; 1&} $tatu Libera - = | Never registered - - 3
Mary - - e —
Total Number Manumitted - - - 21

No. 6.—COPY of CompraINT Book, from 1st September 1828 to 1st March 1829.

Complaint, No. 1.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 4th September 1828.

Mr. S. L. RYNVELD attended at the Protector’s Office, having been to the civil magis-
trate of the West Bank Canje, but who being ill had referred him here.

He stated, that a slave belonging to him, had on several occasions absented himself from
his work, at Plantation Highbury, where he was employed in a task gang; his name is
Remi. That he (Mr. Rynveld) was obliged to remove him from that work %or his miscon-
duct, and send him to Plantation Cotton-tree. After having been there a short time, Remi
again absconded to town ;. he was apprehended and sent back. The third day after, Remi
again started from Cotton-tree, and was away for some days, when he was found in the
house of a person named Johannes de Fry, who resisted a man attempting to take him up;
he was afterwards laid hold of.

The Protector requested Mr. Rynveld to get the
it was satisfactorily proved that he harboured the s
prosecute him.

Remi was sentenced for twelve days on the tread-mill, three spells a day.

Farticulars of this man, J. de Fry, as, if
ave, it was the Protector’s intention to

Complaint, No. 2.
16th September 1828,
. Georgiana, belonging to Plantation Reliance, complains,—That for not finishing the task
iven her by the manager on Wednesday, she was placed in the public stocks next morning.
he attributed her deficiency to the effects of having been worked on the tread-mill for
the last eight days, and consequently felt very weak.

Mersey, Sally, Sebella and Dido, belonging to the same Estate, complain of having been
placed in the house-stocks by the manager, for refusing to water the canes, after having
finished the task allotted them, and which work was imposed only on them as they were the
first that finished their task.

_In the course of the day, Mr. Alves, the civil magistrate, attended at the Protector’s office
with Mr. Fraser the proprietor ; they expressed their opinion that the above four women had
come
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come off to complain, on the statement of Georgiana—that during her stay in the colonial
barracks she had beeq fed upon bread and beef. ‘Georgiana being confronted with these
gentlemen, denies having said it; Mr. Fraser, therefore, particularly requested the Pro-
tector to attend on the estate, to investigate into this matter.

2oth September 1828.—The Protector proceeded to Plantation Reliance, assisted by
R. Hart, his clerk and interpreter in the Creole tongue, when Georgiana persisted in
denying having said, “ that while in the barracks she had been fed on bread and beef.”

Mr. Thomas Gray, the manager, stated, that in his hearing Georgiana had said, that she
had beef to eat and wine to drink ; and as to the work on the tread-mill, she considered it

ual to dancing Dropay, a Creole dance.

William (a slave) stated, that she mentioned on her return to the estate, that whilst in the
barracks she had been provided with a great deal of victuals, and that if a person wished to
eat a good meal, that was the place to go to; she did not mention by whom she was sup-
plied ; she brought a sheep’s bladder to show that a sheep was killed, and that she ate the
mutton. '

Fidel (a slave) corroborates William’s statement.

The four women, that complained about the excessive work, were now called, and
Mr. Thomas Gray, the manager, stated, that on the day complained of, they had only to
weed sixty-three roods, whereas the general task is eighty-four roods; the deduction, how-
ever, was In consequence of their being obliged to water tge canes after weeding the grass.

William, the dnver, says, that the watering was part of the task on the day they com-
plain of, and that the women gang generally finish their tasks at three or four o'clock;
three elderly women, among whom was Georgiana’s mother, finished their task, including
watering the canes, at that hour the same day.

The Protector, taking in consideration that eight days work on the tread-mill had not
had any effect upon the conduct of Georgiana, where, upon recommendation of the local
magistrate; she had been sent for past misconduct, ordered, that she be deprived of all her
finery, and not allowed to wear any other than the estate’s working dress, until her beha-
viour was improved ; to be confined solitarily from Saturday evening to Monday morning for
one month ; and on the next Christmas holidays also to be in solitary confinement.

The four women were ordered for three hours in the public stocks next Sunday.

There was no truth in her statement as to her fare in the prison, the Protector having
examined the under-sheriff on that point.

Complaint, No. 3.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 6th October 1828.

Sarah, belonging to L. Liddle, complains,—That Peter Burnett, a slave, is indebted to her
for sundries, a sum of thirty guilders ten stivers; that on her asking him for payment he
had laid hold of and torn her clothes.

7th October.—Peter Burnett attended, and acknowledged the correctness of the demand,
which he paid; but stated, that Sarah had put her hand in his pocket on the road and
torn his jacket, which he exhibited. Both parties were reprimanded, and Sarah received her
money.

Complaint, No. 4.
6th October 1828.
Betty, belonging to Ann M‘Kenie, states,—That she owed Sarah, belonginfg to Mr. Liddel,
three guilders and five stivers ; she gave Sarah a note of f.11. to pay herself and return the
change, which she has not done.
The Protector ordered Sarah to pay Betty the amount, which she acknowledged to be
owing, and it was paid immediately.

Complaint, No. &.
~ Protector’s Office, Berbice, 6th October 1828.

Jan Swart, belonging to J. L. Barnstedt, states :—I was sold at the Cruysburg sale, and
was separated from my wife and two children, the youngest of which is only four months
old; Mr. Culley purchased my wife and children. I am sent by Mr. Barnstedt to work
with a task gang on a sugar plantation, the estate I was sold from was a coffee one; I can-
not eat or rest for the grief this separation occasions in my heart ; I was born on Cruysburg,
and my eldest brother, who was also born there, is now sold to a different owner; about
forty more slaves were sold under similar circumstances. .

This complaint was referred to his Honor the Fiscal to institute an immediate investiga-
tion as to the usage in the Colony. At a sale by execution the Ordinance has alone provided
a remedy.

Complaint, No. 6.
. Protector’s Office, Berbice, 13th October 1828.
Jessy, belonging to Miss Catharine Cox, complains,—That about two years ago she pur-
chased a pair of gold ear-rings for twenty-seven guilders, but having forced one of them in

putting it in her ear, she was obliged to get it repaired, and took it to Mr. A. G. Burmestit:r
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the goldsmith; she agreed to pay three guilders for the repairs, and has often called at Mr.
Burmester’s for the ear-rings and tendered the money, but cannot get them.

Mr. Burmester having been summoned, attended, and stated :—the ear-rings had been left
at his house, but that tﬁey were mislaid and he never recovered them; Jessy often called
for them, and at last grew saucy by telling him that she would go to such place as she
might think proper to recover the same.

The Protector told Mr. Burmester, that he thought Jessy was perfectly right in making
the present application, and as the ear-rings had been mislaid, that he (Mr. Burmester) was
to pay for them, to which he agreed.

Complaint, No. 7.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 14th October 1828.
Alabaster (slave), states,—That he has been separated from his family, and sold from
Cruysburg to Mr. Walraven ; he is not used to bush work, which he is now obliged to
erform.
F This case was referred to his Honor the Fiscal, as Jan Schwartz’s case, of the same nature,
had been sent there on the 7th instant.

Complaint, No. 8.
27th October 1828,

Christina, belongin%)to Plantation Nieuw Vigilantie, states :—My father was an European,
(Dutch,) manager of Plantation Vigilantie, on which estate I was born and to which 1 now
belong ; my first husband was Mr. J. V. Mittelholzer, the brother of my present manager,
with whom I lived for one year and a half at Plantation Karel and Willem’s Hoop, when
he went home and got married. I had by him two children who are yet slaves, one stops at
Vigilantie and the other at Standvastegheid. I was brought up a domestic, and was never
used to field labour; last year, when the Dutch ships were here, I came down to complain
to Mr. Maurenbrecker, one of the attornies, where I remained till the other day; I was
there employed as a sempstress. Mr. Maurenbrecker sent me back to Plantation Vigilantie,
and on my return Mr. H. C. Mittelholzer ordered me to work in the field, to which I have
never been brought up nor used.

LETTER from David Power, Esq. to his Honor the Fiscal.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 27th October 1828,

I BE6 to call your Honor’s attention to the above complaint ; I cannot withhold from you
my opinion, that it exhibits a system of manners that baffles all my past experience ; I have
always understood that a person with European blood on the paternal side was never treated
as a predial slave; indeed the impression of His Majesty’s Government is, that they never
are, and such has been the representation made to Parliament as to the usage in the Colonies
of Demerara and Berbice,

As you are much better acquainted than I can possibly be with these usages, I beg to
refer the case to your Honor, under the hope that you will be pleased to put me in posses-
sion of your determination on that point, as it is most important.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
(signed) D. Power,
H. M. Protector of Slaves.

LETTER from M. S. Bennett, Esq. to D. Power, Esq. &ec. &e. &e.

~ SIR, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, 2gth October 1828.

1 uavE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your Letter of the 27th instant, enclosing a
complaint made to ]you by the mulatto woman Christina, belonging to Plantation Nieuw
Vigilantie. In reply to your enquiry, whether slaves with European blood on the paternal
side are usually treated as predial slaves, I have to observe, that they are not ; they are chiefly
employed as domestics or mechanics ; there is, nevertheless, no law to prohibit their being
occasionally employed in the field ; this, however, I have never known to be the case unless
on emergent occasions, or by the desire of the slaves themselves, who sometimes prefer that
mode of life ; it has also been resorted to as a mode of punishment for ill conduct.

So far I have detailed to you the custom observed on estates; but this class of slaves
belonging to the Winkel department, you must be perfectly aware indiscriminately perform
field labour. I should not have adverted to the practice m this particular department, did
I not apprehend that at some future period it migpht be supposed I ought, in affording the
information you have required, to have reminded you of the circumstance.

I have the honour to be, &e.
(signed) M. S. Bennett, Fiscal.
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LETTER from Willium Scott, Prov' Superintendent of the Winkel Department,
to David Power, Esq., Protector of Slaves.

SIR, Winkel Oftice, Berbice, 6th November 1828.

I uave had the honour to receive your Letter of the grd instant, together with the original
Letter of His Honor the Fiscal to you, of the 2gth October, which accompanied it; and, in
reply, I beg leave to inform you, that.l am at a loss for words to express my surprise at the
sweeping and gratuitous charge therein made by His tHonor, against the superintendence of
the Winkel department. Perhaps, however, His Honor refers to a period previous to my
becoming the Superintendent of that department; if so, I am not accountable for the
management of my predecessors in oﬂige; but if he means to say, that such is the fact at
present, I must take leave to assure him that he is entirely mistaken; for the few women
of the description alluded to, attached to the department, are either hired out as domestics
or are employed in the department as sempstresses. It sometimes, however, happens, that
when there is no needle-work for them, they voluntarily join the other women mn clearing
about their own houses, and in other light work of that description. But as to field work, in
its true sense, they are never employed in it; and if they were, I am sure they would not be
able to perform it. I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(signed) William Scott,
Prov! Superintendent Winkel Department.

Complaint, No. 9.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 5th November 1828.

Richard, belonging to Mr. F. E. Overeem, states,—That he was sent, last night, for a punt
that lay opposite to his master’s habitation in the water. On crossing the creek, the tide
took the punt up, and he was unable to bring the same where his master had ordered him ;
he therefore tied the same, and came home. His master flogged him on his return, because
he had not obeyed his orders.

Jem corroborates Richard’s statement, that he was flogged without the usual intermission
of time. :

Mr. Overeem having attended, acknowledged that he had given Richard a few slashes of
a whip, but that it was on the irritation of the moment, as Richard behaved very insolent
when remonstrated with. That he was not aware that a space of time should pass before
punishment was inflicted for any offence, which he was ready to confirm by solemn
affidavit.

The Protector having sworn Mr. F. E. Overeem on the above fact, advised him to make
Richard some compensation for the untimely punishment he received, to which Mr. Overecem
readily agreed. .

The Protector deferred instituting a prosecution against him this time, as the slave con-
sented to receive the compensation gladly, coupled with the consideration that, as he was
a poor man, the expenses of the prosecution would ruin him,

He was admonished how he would commit an offence of that nature again, as a prosecu-
tion would then inevitably take place.

Complaint, No. 10.
LETTER from Duvid Power, Esq. to His Honor the Fiscal,
&e. &e. &e.

November 7th, 1828,
Jan 2wart again called, and was sent to His Honor the Fiscal with the following Letter :—

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 7th November 1828.

YOUR Honor will be pleased to recollect, that on the 7th October last I took the liberty
of transmitting to you the complaint of Jan Zwart, lately belonging to Plantation Cruys-
burg, and who has been most unjustifiably separated from his wife and children, in oppo-
sition to the acknowledged usages of this Colony, and in contradiction to the public
advertisement, which the attornies of that estate empowered the vendue master to commu-
nicate to the community.

This aggrieved man 'has thrice since called upon me, and therefore I must beg leave to
impress upon your Honor, that looking at the signs of the hour, it is assuming a great
responsibility to allow such statements as these, and forty others on that estate as this com-
plaint alledges, to go without immediate redress, which must be productive of an aggravated
discontent in the n:gro mind, arising from disappointed confidence and violated pledges.

1 have the honour, &c.

(signed) D. Power,
His Majesty’s Protector of Slaves.

Note by the Protector—Intelligence had reached this day at New Amsterdam, that the
slaves of Catherina’s-burg, amounting to two hundred and twenty-six, had retired from the
estate into the bush, determined not to be sold separately, as by the order of the Court of
Civil Justice.
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Complaint, No. 11.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 17th November 1828,

Coppel and Alevander, belonging to Plantqtiqn d’Edwayd, complajn,—That yesterday
(Sunday) they were employed as ferrymen until six o’clock in the evening; they then went
for something to eat; a little after, Mr. D’Hankar called them to cross a boy over the ferry ;
they refused to go; Mr. D’Hankar had them flogged this morning. They state, that they
receive no wages for Sunday labour. )

Mr. D’Hankar, in answer to the above complaint, stated, t'hat thpy had been_ flogged on
Monday morning for disobeying his orders the night before, in obstinately refus_lng to cross
a person over the ferry. That he considers them entitled to some remuneration for their
Sunday labour, but that he cannot pay three guilders to his ferry people, when perhaps they
may only be employed that day in crossing one negro, which would produce one guilder
five stivers, and he would consequently be a loser.

The Protector told Mr. D'Hankar, in presence of the complainants, that he was bound to
pay wages for Sunday labour to his ferry people; but as Mr. D’Hankar seemed to think that
he would be a loser, the Protector would advise him to lay the circumstance before the
Council of Government, in order that they might either allow him an extra charge or
dispense it altogether on Sundays.

Complaint, No. 12.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 18th November 1828.

Fanny, belonging to Miss Betsy Fraser, complains,—that Johannes de Vry owes her one
bit for one month (sixpence). Last Wednesday she went and asked for the same; he said
that if she did not go, he would give her what she would not like ; he pushed her out of
doors, and slashed her with a rope several times ; he continued doing o until the neighbours
interfered.

Johannes de Vry was summoned, but attended either before or after office hours, in order
to evade being confronted with the complainant, and sometimes in an inebriated state.

The Protector, therefore, on the 21st, addressed a Letter to his Honor the Fiscal, requesting
him to punish said Johannes de Vry: first, for not obeying the Protector’s summons ;
and secondly, for the assault committed on Fanny; and to be an example to this worthless
class of persons, his Honor confined Jacobus de Vry in the Colonial Jail for one week.

Complaint, No. 13.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 26th November 1828.

Dorinda, belonging to Miss Mary Ramsay, states :—Miss Betsey Furnace purchased
two pieces of calico from me at 10f. each, and sundry other articles, amounting together to
51f. 5. She paid me 22 f.in part, leaving a balancé of 29f. 5. When I went to ask her
for the balance, about five months ago, Miss Betsy’s mother stated she had no money to
pay me ; and Miss Betsy seeing me, sent Nanny and Eliza (her sisters,) to pick pepper,
mixed it with the contents of a chamber-pot, and threw it onme. At the time this hap-
pened, my mistress, Miss Mary Ramsay, was not in town, and as Miss Betsy Furnace went
to Demerara in a week after, I deferred the complaint till now. Miss Betsy did not return
from Demerara till last week.

Miss Anna Bell states,—[ know that Miss Betsy Furnace bought some articles from
Dorinda, as I purchased a piece of calico at the same time.

Did you see Miss Betsy Furnace ill-use Dorinda 7—Yes, I did.

When ?—On a Sunday morning, about five months ago; I saw Miss Betsy throw the
filth on Dorinda, as related ; shortly after, Miss Betsy went to Demerara, which, I think,
prevented Dorinda from complaining ere now.

The accused admitted, that having received some insult from the woman, by having been
spat at, she had thrown what she was pleased to call “ a peppered sir reverence ” on her.

Referred to his Honor the Fiscal, for prosecution.

Complaint, No. 14.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, Friday, 28th November 1828.

Mzr. PeTer NicoLsoN, managerof Plantation Sandvoort, waited on the Protector, and
sta@ed,—-Tha.t an old and well-conducted African negro, belonging to Sandvoort estate, com-
plained to him that morning, that there was a very considerable degree of insubordination
existing amongst the Creole negroes on the estate; and that it proceeded so far, that threats
were held out against the older part of the gang, “ of getting into trouble,” if they con-
tinued, during the picking of coffee, to gather more than the Creoles agreed to pick.
Mr. Nicholson, therefore, requested the interposition of the Protector, articularly as he
felt, from the late prosecution against him, and the vast expense it brougﬁt with it, that he
could not act too guardedly unfer the circumstances. '

The Protector proceeded next morning to the estate, where he also met the civil magis-

trate
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trate of the district, Mr. Van Holst, one of the proprietors Mr. J. Cameron,and Mr. Nichol-
son’s counsel, Mr. W, Furlonge, of the English bar.

Solo was brought forward, and asked why he called on the manager the morning before ; he
gaid, that during the last week, he with the other old people of the estate, Africans, were
employed picking coffee in the field aback, and that they finished their task of filling three
baskets in the day. The Creoles of the estate were employed in the same manner in the
front fields, and they never finished their tasks by half a basket. As soon as the Creole
women, Serinsky, Maria and Susette, were placed in confinement for not having brought
their tasks to the Lo%ie, and their using bad language to the manager, he, Solo, with the
other old people who had finished their work, were every night threatened to get into trouble,
by the Creoles ; they called them Africans, and were no good. That the night before last,

articularly, the Creole Domingo, who is called the Captain of the Creoles, stood outside
Eis (Solo’s) ne%ro house, and continued threatening and quarrelling with him, so as to
deprive him of his sleep; that therefore he came yesterday morning to the manager, and
complained, that it was extremely hard that he and others, who in order to secure the crop
had done their work, should be deprived of their nights sleep by those who did not, and
especially by Domingo, who after the crop was placed in the Logie, would endeavour to
steal it out again.

Apollo, who worked in the field with the Creoles, said, that they considered Domingo to
be tl}:eir ringleader, and that he induced them not to ick more coffee than he did himself.

Domingo being then asked what he had to say for himself; said, that so far from prevent-
ing those with whom he worked from finishing their task, he said it was a shame that they, the
young people, could not do as much as the Africans.

This was contradicted by Apollo and Blaize. Syrinsky, Maria and Susette, were also
charged by Blaize, with having not only been deficient in the quantity of coffee they were to
pick, but after emptying it on the Logie, used very bad and indecent language towards the
manager, who had ordered them to be confined ; they said, that he had been a planter on
the East Coast, No’ nothing, and that he had a wife and children, whom he had killed by
bad usage; (this was proved to be wholly untrue).

The three women positively denied making use of the bad language, but declared the
reason for not picking the quantity of coffee tﬁey were to do, was, that the coffee was on the
ground, which was more difficult than when it is on the trees.

Mars, a tradesman on the estate, says, the whole of the women, twelve altogether, raised
such a tumult, and used such bad language as he never heard before from women. The
three, Syrenski, Maria and Susette, spoke worse than the others. Abram confirmed this
statement, and declared that he would not use such words to his equal, as they used to the
manager. Cornelis, the sick nurse, says they continued most turbulent whilst they were
there.

Mr. M‘Donald, who had been four years on the estate, said, he had never before witnessed
such gross insubordination; when he was giving them water and plantains in the hospital,
one of them, as he turned round, threw a jar of water at him and struck him.

The Protector having ordered the whole gang on the estate to be collected, while he
praised the Africans for their attention to their duty, reprimanded strongly the young men
Creoles, for not doing the same proportion of work as the older people. As, however, they
allowed themselves to be seduced by the influence of Domingo, he would overlook their
fault for the present, in the hope that they would furnish no future subject of complaint.

Domingo, the ringleader, was ordered to receive forty lashes, and to be confined during
the Christmas holydays. The women Syrinsky, Maria and Susette, to be in solitary.confine-
ment that evening till Monday, and to be confined during the holydays. At the same time
the Protector communicated to the manager, that if he saw a change of disposition in the
women, to remit such portion of the punishment as he should deem expedient.

He has since understood, that with the exception of Domingo, and some of the women
being confined, the sentence had been mitigated, and good order restored on the estate.

Complaint, No. 15.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, December 12th, 1828.

M=z.Joun Ross attended at this office ; and stated,—That the women gang of Plantation
Overyssel, his property, had conspired a%ainst performing the task of field work allotted
them, and he had not been able to get them to perform the same since Monday last, That
Mr. Culley bad attended on the estate, examined the task given, and expressed to the
gang that the same was very moderate, and less than given on other Estates ; this, however,
had no effect, and they refused to do it.

The Protector proceeded to Plantation Overyssel on the 13th December, when the
following women were examined in presence of the whole estate’s gang.

Pegoy, do you belong to the strong women gang of this estate *—Yes.

What task was given you on Monday last ?—The driver measured a task for us with a
twelve-foot rod.

Did you finish the task he measured to you?—No, I worked as much of it as I could,
and left about one-half undone.

Did you not refuse to take the task in presence of Mr. Culley, when the driver measured
the same to you?—Yes, I did, because I thought it was too much for me to perform.

Katg relates the same story as Peggy, and also says that the task was excessive. Ferard
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Ferard, driver, states, that he measured a task by order of the manager, which was twelve
feet in breadth and the usual length. Agnes was the first I measured for, and she was ready
to commence weeding, when the other women said it was too much, and that none of them
would do it. As they all sung out together I could not find who was the ringleader ; but
this induced Agnes also to leave off, and they worked a small proportion of the task I gave
them, say about one half. )

Mr. Seaman, the manager, states, that the task he ordered the driver to measure out for
the strong women, was twelve feet in breadth, and seventy-two in length, this being eight
feet short of what other estafe’s negroes perform. The women actually refused to com-
mence at it, and said they would do no more than in Mr. Downer’s (their former proprietor’s)
time. He produced Certificates from the managers of the neighbouring estates, as also
from Mr. Culley, the attorney of Mr. James Blair’s property in this Colony; which are as
follows :—

Certificate of George Houston.

“ I hereby certify, that eighty roods each is the usual task I give the negroes on this
“ estate, when weeding coffee and pulling off the water sprouts ; which they complete

“ in very good time. « George Houston,

¢« Utele & Paisible, “ Manager.”
¢ 13 Dec. 1828.”
Certificate of James Culley.

* AT the desire of John Ross, esq. I proceeded to his Estate, Overyssel, to examine
“ a weeding task he had ordered his manager to apportion to the strong women gang,
*“ but which they refused even to commence upon, asserting it was excessive; and I
“ now certify, not only that it is not excessive, but that it is considerably less than
“ what is exacted from the strong women gangs on all the estates under my charge in
“ this Colony; and from experience 1 can declare, that the Overyssel women ought
“ to perform without difficulty the required quantity of labour in seven hours.

“ Berbice, 12th December 1828. « (signed)  James Culley.”

Mr. Seaman also stated, that the task to be performed by the women that have children
to nurse, only differed two feet in breadth, s.n(f which they finished ; these women go one
hour later to work, and are generally one hour sooner home than the strong women gang,
which accounts for the smaller task allotted them.

The Protector, after addressing the gang, and finding that these women had combined to
put the manager’s authority gt defiance, by refusing even to commence the task he ordered,
ret‘lxested that the eighteen women composing the strong gang should be confined in the
sick-house from Saturday night till Monday morning ; that they should not be allowed to
dance on the ensuing Christmas holydays, and be deprived of the little presents which
Mr. Ross was disposed to favour the rest of his gang with.

He also desired, that they should consider amongst themselves and give him an answer
whether they would or would not commence the work before he left the estate; they said,
they could not nor would not; and therefore the women, Ankey, Peggy, Amelia and Kate,
who were manifestly the ringleaders, were sent to town to be worked on the tread-mill for
seven days, three spells each day.

At the expiration of the period of 'Funishment, Mr. Ross called at the Protector’s Office,
when the negresses were sent for. They then expressed their contrition for the insubor-
dinate conduct of which they had been guilty. TEey were taken in charge by their owner,
and proceeded to the estate,

After some days, the following Letter was received :—

Dear Six, Overyssel, 31st December 1828.

I wish to flatter myself you will take pleasure in learning, that the lecture you read to
the gang of this estate, together with the example made of four of them, have had the
happiest effect on the male as well as female part of the negroes. These last showed so
much contrition, that I gave them the benef?t of the holydays, for which they seemed

teful ; withholding from them, however, all luxuries, till such time as they should name
the person or persons who instigated them to conduct so improper. They do not deny that
external influence had been used, but firmly refuse to bring E)rward the author or authors.

I have been threatening them with a visit from you once more, unless they bring the
guilty to light; but their behaviour being, in every other respect, satisfactory, those threats
can be regarded as & brutum fulmen; and I mean to avail myself of to-morrow, being a sort
of & holy a({ in the river, to give them the luxuries withheld at Christmas. The complete
@he rejected task daily, and with ease: they wonder now, what made them refuse to try
it at any rate. ‘

1 would not obtrude on your valuable time, but that you requested to know what effect
might be produced by your visit. With the compliments of the season, and every good
wish for many happy returns,

I remain, dear Sir,

Respectfull bedi
To David Power, Esq. pectiully and truly your obedient servant,
H. M. Protector of Slaves, Berbice. John Ross.
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Complaint, No. 16.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 12th December 1828.

Jacob, belonging to Plantation Canefield, complains :—On Tuesday afternoon the manager
sent him to town to look for a punt that was to come from the West coast; on his arrival
in town, he was informed the punt had already left the stelling; he remained in town that
night at Mr. Nieuwerkerk’s, afraid of being taken up by the police when going through
town ; next morning, at gun-fire, he repaired to the estate, and the morning after he was
flogged ; considers not to have deserved that punishment.

On examining the punt-men, it was proved to be an unfounded complaint, as Jacob had
not done as the manager told him, for the punt did not leave town till late at night, and
none of the men had seen him; and that he did not return on the estate till eleven o’clock
next day. This Complaint was therefore dismissed.

Complaint, No. 17.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 22d -December 1828.

THE negro Jorris, belonging to the free man Fredrick Jansen ; states,—That he was hired
out to Mr. Semple; but on his going this morning to work, he was sent back, as he is an
elderly man, and not able to do hard work ; his master had gone out, and on his return
home he found him (Jorris,) and struck him with the handle of a whip, saying that he was
a lazy fellow. The negro exhibits a tally of blows he says he receivetf.
_ Mr. Fredrik Jansen says, that on his return home, at eleven o'clock, he expected to find
his breakfast ready for him, but there was not even fire in the kitchen; this put him in a
passion (which he explains to be for hunger,) and he gave Jorris a few stripes with a horse-
whip; he says he is sorry for it, but begs to be pardoned for the transgression, as he always
treated Jorris as well as he could. _

The Protector cautioned F. Jansen against the like offence in future, and ordered him to
compensate Jorris (with the slave’s own consent) for the blows he had received. A new pair
of trowsers and a shirt were consequently given to Jorris.

Complaint, No. 18.
SIR, Kilcoy, grd January 182g.
ENCLOSED I herewith send Mr. William Cort’s Letter of the goth ultimo, in applica-
tion to investigate a case therein specified, and the examination of the same.
As the result arising from such might be of serious consequence, particularly if in the least
encouraged by the whites, I beg leave to refer the same to your better judgment and decision.

I have the bonour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

To D. Power, Esq. ) (signed) D. Fraser,
H. M. Protector of Slaves, Berbice. Civil Magistrate, ed Dist. E. and C. Coast.

LETTER from William Cort to D. Fraser, Esq. Civil Magistrate, 1st Corantym District.
DEear Sig, Hampshire, 3oth December 1828.

I REGRET being under the necessity of troubling you with this application ; but as Mr.
Strachan refuses to give me any other satisfaction than the Note enclosed, for a gross
outrage that has been wantonly committed on a woman of this estate, and will not even
condescend, after my second application to him, to cause inquiry to be made, by bringing
the parties together, I must request of you to interpose {t))ur authority, as magistrate in this
district, by ordering Mr. Strachan to bring the women ella, Elizabeth, and Flora, before
you; and I will attend with the complainant and two others who were witnesses to the trans-
action, any time that will be most convenient to you to appoint for an investigation of the
case; the sooner the better, as there is, I plainly perceive, a great deal of threatened reta-
Liation stirring up amongst my Creole gang. )

My woman Maria has not only been severely beaten, but has suffered a serious loss to
her in the destruction of her Christmas finery, ear-rings, necklace, &c. This attack was
made upon her at a negro house, where she had merely called in for a drink of water; and
after experiencing this ill-treatment from the woman Bella, and her associates Elizabeth and
Flora, s{;e went to Mr. Strachan’s house to complain, but was forbidden an interview by
his servants, who told her to wait till their master was disengaged; and whilst she was
quietly doing o, the woman Bella renewed her attack upon her, close to Mr. Strachan’s
house, and she certainly had then a right to defend herself; and because she did so, M.
Strachan most harshly and illegally, on a Sunday, ordered her into the dark-house, without
any inquiry into the cause of the disturbance, and the aggressor Bella has been allowed to
go as yet unpunished.

My demand is, restitution of the value of the articles destroyed, and the aggressor to
undergo such punishment, by confinement, as you may think the outrage she has com-
mitted deserves; and with regard to Maria’s confinement in the dark-house by Mr. Strachan,

I trust you will represent it to the Protector. I am, dear Sir, yours truly,

William Cort.
262.
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NOTE from J. Strachan to William Cort, Esq.
Part I DEeAR Sir, Albion, Wednesday.

BERBICE. YOUR woman Maria’s Statement of what passed at Albion last night, is incorrect ; she
\ , never came with any complaint to me. I found her fighting at the door of the wash-house,
where there was a boy very ill with the locked jaw, that 1 wished to be kept quiet. I
ordered them into the dark-house, and not in the stocks, and told the overseer to let them
go about seven o’clock. Had Maria come and told me that Bella, or any other person on the
estate, was ill-using her, I would have taken care to preventit; but I cannot allow
strangers to fight at my very door, without knowing the cause. She did not tell me any-
thing about her ear-rings or necklace, nor made no complaint whatever.

Should any of our Creoles be the cause of stirring up strife, I shall have them well
punished. I do not know there is any old quarrel between the gangs.

I am, dear Sir, your’s truly,
(signed) J. Strachan,

Report from
Protector of Slaves.

INVESTIGATION regarding Complaint of William Cort. See his Letter herewith of the
3oth December 1828.

Maria, attached to Plantation Hampshire, the property of William Cort.

Quest. Tell me the whole of the quarrel and fight you have had on Sunday last at Albion ?
—Ans. Sometime ago (about three weeks) myself, Eve, Fredrica and Matilda (slaves
attached to Hampshire) were at Albion, and on our way home we met Tony (a slave
attached to Albion) and asked him to go home with us; he went part of the way with us,
and on the way he began to play with Eve, who told him not to play with her; he then
began to play with Fredrica, she told him also not to play with her; he commenced again,
ansashe told him a second time not to play with her. On her saying so he pushed her and
she fell ; she cursed him, mama-pima. I went to part them; he then went home, saying he
would tell Bella. I did not see Tony or Bella until last Sunday I went to Albion. I went
down the public road with Rosetta and Charlotte, to accompany some friends that spent
Christmas at Hampshire, and on my way back, being thirsty, we three called into Kitty’s
house at Albion, to beg her for a little water to drink ; we got water from her, we thanked
her, and told her good bye. After parting with Kitty, and passed by Bella’s house, we
went to Fanny’s; she (Bella) followed us to Fanny’s house, and said, “ Maria, you can’t

o, tha curse you curse me na you massa place ;” she cursed me and I cursed herin return;

ella then made an attack on me, my beads and ear-rings was broke, and frock torn. I went
to complain to Mr. Strachan ; on passing by the wash-house door, where the boy Thomas
was, he called me, saying Mr. Strachan was at dinner, not to go just now. I waited there,
and Bella came after me and began to beat me; Flora and Elizabeth helped her; they
scratched my face and laid hold of me by the throat; Mr. Strachan heard the noise and he
came out, and ordered myself, Rosetta and Charlotte into the dark-house; when we were
let out we went home, and all the people (on Hampshire) were gone to sleep ; next morning
1 told my master.

Charlotte, attached to Plantation Hampshire.

Quest. Tell me all you know about this fight on Albion last Sunday ?—Axns. On Sunday,
when we were on our way back, after going part of the way with some people that spent
Christmas at our place, we went into Kitty’s.house and unto Fanny’s; two of us went inside
Fanny’s house, but did not sit down; while there, Bella (attached to Albion) came and
began cursing, and said “Story must done to-day;” we were going away, and Bella fol-
lowed us, cursing Maria; she struck Maria two or three times before Maria touched her;
they began to fight; Tony alone came to separate them; all the rest was against us, and
said, to beat her woman fashion. Maria went off to complain to Mr. Strachan, and Thomas
said Mr. Strachan was at dinner, not to go (f'ust now ; while waiting there unti] Mr. Strachan
would be done dinner, Bella, Elizabeth and Flora came, and began to attack Maria again ;
the woman Present went to tell Mr. Strachan that Mr. Cort’s women came to fight here ;
Mr. Strachan came out from the dinner table, asked if we had a pass, and ordered us unto
the dark-house; when we were let out we went home, and every one of the negroes on
Hampshire were gone to sleep.

Quest. What clothes had Bella on at the time they began the fight 7—.4ns. Nothing but
Osnaburg, and her head tied with a handkerchief!

Rosetta, attached to Hampshire.

Quest. Tell me all you know of this fight at Albion?—Rosetta’s statement corroborates
that of Maria and Charlotte ; and further states, that Flora and Elizabeth said they came to
separate Bella and Maria, but from what she could judge by the manner they went on,
and grasping Maria by the throat, she did not think they went with that intention.

Kitty, attached to Plantation Albion,

Quest. Did Maria, Rosetta and Charlotte, from Hampshire, come to your house on Sun-
day last?—Ans. Yes, they came to my house for water; I gave them water, they played a
little, and then went away.

Quest. Did they keep noise or molest any person while at your house 2—.4ns. No, I did
not see; they went away very quiet from my house.

Bella,
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Bella, attached to Albion.

Quest. How. came you and Maria from Plantation Hampshire to have fought on Sunday
last %—Ans. On Sunday Maria passed my door and went to Fanny’s house I went after
her, and asked her what she cursed me for at her massa place; she would not give me
answer ;-1 asked her again, and she then told me “Iwas good for nothing, I was a sulky
bitch, T was proud ;” she cursed me, I cursed her, and pointed my finger at her; she then
Jaid hold of me and began to fight me.

Quest. Who separated you?—Ans. My father; he took me away, and Maria followed me
until she came near to my house ; Maria then went to the wash-house ; I went there after
her, and she began to curse me and threw me back ; we then scrambled together and the
people separated us; I then went away.

uest. What made you follow Maria to the wash-house after your father separated you?
—Ans. T went to tell her to go from that place where Thomas was sick.

Quest. Was there no person to tell her to go but you ?—4ns. There was nobody there ;

she broke [exhibiting part of a string of coral beads] my rings and beads.

Flora, attached to Plantation Albion.

Quest. Tell me the whole of what passed on Sunday last about this fight 7—Flora’s
statement corroborates that of Bella, with this difference that Bella spoke twice to Maria
before she made a rep{i'; and that when they scrambled at the wash-house door she went
toseparate them, and Maria bit her finger.

Elizabeth, attached to Plantation Albion.
Elizabeth’s statement corroborates that of Bella.

Nelly, attached to Albion, states the same as Bella; and farther, that Rosetta told Maria
two or three times, “ Come, let us go;” that Maria would not move, but said, “ She would
see that story done to-day.”

Quest. Wrgat was the cause of Maria cursing Bella when at Hampshire ?—4ns. Because
Meria had (alluding to the brother of Bella to be Maria’s husband) her brother, and Bella
did not wish for this ; found fault with her brother, caused Maria to curse Bella,

Mr. Cort here remarks, that Mr. Strachan wrote to him that “ Maria had been
cursing the woman Bella, and referred him to the woman Molly who witnessed the
same;” that Mr. Cort had made inquiry of the woman Molly, who denied having heard
any thing of it.

Fanny, attached to Albion, states same as Bella ; and farther, that on their being separated
by Tony, Maria continued cursing Bella; that the people loosed Bella, saying, « Let them
do what they want to do;” that they were separated twice at her door; that Maria went
away, saying she would complain to Mr. Strachan of her having gone to the negro house
and the people fighting or beating her ; that Maria would not go away when Rosetta told
her, but said, “ to-day the fight would done.”

Sally, attached to Albion, states same as Fanny, and that on Maria’s going away, saying
she would complain to Mr. Strachan, she first went to the driver.

Rosetta, attached to Plantation Hampshire.—Quest.—When these people were cursing
each other, last Sunday, at Albion, did you tell Maria to come away ?—Ans. Yes.

Quest. Did Maria come away immediately as you told her so ?—Ans. Yes, she came away
at once.

Quest. Did she say any thing when you told her ?—Ans. Nothing.

On hearing the foregoing evidence, and calling together both parties, I stated to the
slaves of both estates, that I did not conceive the evidence satisfactory to prove who was the
‘person that first struck or made the attack, but would endeavour to hear more about it
previous to decision; at the same time observed to the woman Bella, that if Maria did
curse pr molest her, when at Hampshire, that she ought then to complain to Mr. Cort, who
would give her redress, or on her return home to Mr. Strachan ; and stated to Mr. Cort’s
people, that they were not justifiable in going off their master’s property without a written
‘pass, and that if it was the case, as stated by the Albion woman, that Maria was the first
'that made the attack, I should consider her deserving of what she got. Maria here
observes, that the negroes Jandra and Peter, belonging to P. Harris, and Ben, belonging to
Mr. Rich, was there. _

I sent for the negroes Jandra and Peter, whose evidence are as follows:—

Quest. Jandra, were you at Albion last Sunday?—Ans. Yes. )

Quest. Did you see the woman Maria and Bella fighting?—Ans. Yes, but I did not see
when they began to fight, I was doing some work at another house.

Quest. Peter, were you at Albion on Sunday last?—Ans. Yes, .

Quest. Did you seé Bella and Maria fighting there, and what do you know about it ?—
Ans. 1 do not know any thing of it. _

Quest. Were you not in the house at the time ?—Ans. I was in Fanny’s house, but I did
not see a fight there; they were quiet there; Bella was outside, and Hampshire people inside

the house; they had no quarrel there.’
oG, Y 1 . Quest. Did
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Quest. Did Bella and Maria not fight at Fanny’s door, outside the house?—Ans, No,
Part I1, theé fought at some distance from the house.
F

uest, Who was the first made the attack ?7—Ans. I do not know.

\ BERBICE. , or Ben’s account of it, I beg to refer you to C. Rich’s Letter herewith.
Report from: ad Dist. E. and C. Coast, 1st Jan. 1829. D, Fraser, Civil Magistrate.
Protector of Slaves.

LETTER from Charles Rich, to D. Fraser, Esq. Kilcoy.

DEear Sig, Bloomfield, Thursday.

I nave questioned Ben, as you requested, about the fight at Albion on Sunday last; as
he says three of the Hampshire girls came into one of the negro houses while he was there ;
and tf;e woman Bella, of Albion, was in the same house, but no curses passed on either side,
only Bella said, Story shall done to-day; and as the Hampshire girls were going out of
the house, the woman Bella followed and struck one of the Hampshire girls, and that is all
he knew of it. I am your's truly,

(signed) Charles Rich.

Resvurt.—The Protector, in the course of the next week, proceeded to the residence of
Mr. D. Fraser, the civil magistrate of the East and Corantyne Coast districts, and having
collected ‘a certain number of negroes from the two estates, Hampshire and Albion, was,
after the strictest inquiry, of opinion that the original disturbance and assault was from the
woman Bella, belonging to Albion. He recommended, however, an amicable arrangement,
not only between the slaves of two such neifghbouring properties, but also between those
who were in authority over them, as an evil of that kind was calculated to extend itself into
various tumultuous factions throughout the whole range of the coast. Such circumstances
had taken place before in that district, which ended in very sanguinary outrages.

As Mr. Eort’s negresses had suffered a loss of property, he was of opinion that they should
receive a full compensation from the attorney of Albion.

The Protector has since understood that such reconciliation has, under his award, been
effected.

Complaint, No. 19.

January 12, 1829,
Case of Jan Rwart, as annexed:—

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 6th October 1828.

Jan Rwart, belonging to Mr. J. L. Barnstedt, states :—I was sold at the Cruysburg sale,
and was separated from my wife and two children (the youngest of which is only four
months old); Mr. Culley purchased my wife and children. I am sent by Mr. Barnstedt
to work with a task-gangon a su{gar plantation ; the estate I was sold from wasa coffee one,
I cannot eat or rest for the grief this separation occasions in my heart.

1 was born at Cruysburg, and my eldest brother, who was also born there, is now sold to
a different owner. Xbout forty more slaves were sold under similar circumstances.

This complaint was referred to his Honor the Fiscal, with the following Letter.

LETTER from David Power, Esq. to His Honor the Fiscal.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 7th October 1828,

I LosE no time in transmitting to you, the complaint of the man Jan Zwart, belonging
formerly to Plantation Cruysburg, and now to Mr. Barnstedt, hired out to Plantation
Lochabar, in a task gan%; and take the liberty to refer you to an extract of a Letter
addressed to your Honor by his Excellency Governor Beard, on a similar subject.

Although the present case is of a most heart-rending description, it would be impossible
for mé to use any language calculated to give a truer picture, than that used by his
Excellency.

I have only to add, that by the returns of reputed marriages to my office, the man Jan
Zwart is returned by the manager of the estate, as the reputed husband of Beata, and one
child, the infant being born since (I presume) that return was made. It is also of some
importance to remark, that in the advertisements in the Berbice Gazette, and signed Charles
Kyte, deputy vendue master, it i_s.announced to the public, that the negroes belonging to
Cruysburg, would be sold in_families. I have the honour, &o.

(signed) D. Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves,

7th November 1828,

Jan Zwart having again called, the following Letter was given him, addressed to his Honor
the Fiscal.

LETTER from David Power, Esq. to his Honor the Fiscal, &c. &c. &e.

SIR, , Protector’s Office, Berbice, 2th November 1828.
YOUR Honor will be pleased to recollect, that on the 7th October last, I took the liberty
of transmitting to you the Complaint of Jan Zwart, lately belonging to Plantation Cruys-
‘burg,
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burg, and who has been most unjustifiably separated from his wife and children, in opposi-
tion to the acknowledged usages of this Colony, and in contradiction to the public adver-
tisement which the attornies of that estate empowered the vendue master to communicate
to the community. This aggrieved man has since thrice called upon: me; and therefore
1 must beg leave to impress upon your Honor, that looking at the signs of the hour, it is
assuming a great responsibility to allow such statements as these, and forty others on that
estate, as this complainant alleges, to go without immediate redress ; which must be pro-
ductive of an aggravated discontent in the negro mind, arising from disappointed confidence

and viclated pledges. I have the honour, &c.

(signed) D. Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 12th January 1829.
THE negro Jan Zwart, who had before complained of having been separated from his
wife and children at Plantation Cruysburg’s sale, again attended, and requested that the
Protector would do something for therr restoration.
The following Pass was given him, as his case had been since the 7th October 1828,
under the Fiscal’s consideration.

Pass the bearer, Jan Zwart, to the Fiscal’s Office, his case having been before him
for many months ; and if necessary, as the Protector has no further power of inter-
ference, let him lay his complaint before his Excellency the Governor, whose Letter, in
the case of Colonel Nixon, appears to the Protector to be fully decisive as to the recog-
nized usages of the Colony, which in this case were violated.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, (signed) D. Power,
12th January 1829. H. M. Protector of Slaves.
23d January 1829.

Jan ZwART again applied at this office.——The day I called at the Protector’s Office on
last Monday week, I went with the pass I received, to the Fiscal, helooked at the pass, kept
the same, and sent me to the barracks. Next day (Tuesday) he gave me a Letter to
Mr. Barnstedt; I went to Plantation Augsburg, of which estate 1\%: Barnstedt is the
manager, he read the Letter, and told me to go and be confined in the hospital upper room.
I was there kept, from that TuesdaK (the 13th) until the following Tuesday, (the 20th,) locked
the whole time. I gotno food whatever, from Mr. Barnstedt, or by iis order from any
person, and if it had not been that a woman who knows me on that estate, came and gave
me some victuals every evening, I might have starved.

On my release, Mr. Barnstedt told me to go in the corial, and proceed to Plantation
Karel and Willem’s Hoop, with Mr. De Quay, who was there to take me. I went as far as
Plantation Mara, where Mr. De Quay stopt to sleep, and soon in the morning, Wednesday,
I started back by land ; the road being so bad, I took two days.

February, the sick-nurse, locked me up, and also released me.

A summons was sent to Mr. Barnstedt, requiring his attendance with the negro February,
at this office,

On the 28th, the following Letter was received from his Honor the Fiscal.

LETTER from M. S. Bennet, Esq. Fiscal, to D. Power, Esq. &c. &c. &ec.

SIR, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, 28th January 182g.

ON receipt of your Letter of the 7th October last, on the complaint made to you by the
negro Jan Zwart, made every ppssible exertion to effect the re-union of the said slave and
his family, but I regret to say without success. I had personal interviews with all the par-
ties concerned in the sale and purchase of the slaves in question, and was satisfied that the
separation of Jan Zwart from his wife and children was voluntary on his part, and for the
avowed purpose of being sold with his mother and brother. 1 therefore on the goth of the
said month made a report to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, of my proceedings in
this case.

On the Pass being given by you to Jan Zwart on the 12th instant, Ilost no time waiting
on Mr. Barnstedt, the owner of the slave, to prevail on him to transfer him to Mr. Culley, the
owner of Jan Zwart’s wife. I found Mr. Barnstedt not only inclined but anxious to meet my
wishes ; he accompanied me to Mr. Culley’s.

On my proposing to him to purchase Jan Zwart, Mr. Culley stated, the price paid by
Mr. Barnstedt for the slave was far too great for him to think of it.

I am not aware that the persons concerned in the sale of the slave in question, have
infringed any positive law, consequently no criminal prosecution could with effect be

broungt against them by me. 1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most cbedient humble servant,
(signed) M. S. Bennett, Fiscal of the Colony.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 2d February 182g,

Mr. BARNSTEDT attended with the negro February, belonging to Plantation Augsburg,
and in the presence of Jan Zwart, his complaint of 23d January was read.

Mr. Barnstedt then stated, that he denied the charge made by Jan Zwart, that he had
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brought a Letter from the Fiscal on the afternoon of the 13th, wherein his Honor stated,
Parr 11 that Jan Zwart had sore eyes, and he had better stop a day or two at Augsburg; that next

BERBICE. morning he sent him to the hospital where the sick people were, and where he remained
until Mr. de Quay came to take him to Plantation Karel and Willem’s Hoop; Karel and

Willem’s Hoop is about four days journey from the estate his wife and children are.
Pr;)tl::fof’x-rto t':ns)izves On a question by the Protector, whether the doctor who visited the estate had ever seen

Jan Zwart? Mr. Barnstedt replied, no; but that he was not considered as being in solitary
confinement, as there were cells on the estate for that purpose.

February, the sick nurse of Plantation Augsburg, says, that Jan Zwart stayed with him
in the hospital, and that he was locked up in a room there by Mr. Barnstedt’s direc-
tions; that he remained there three days and nights, including one Sunday. The doctor
never saw him, nor was any medicine a ministereg to Jan Zwart whilst in the hospital,
Mr. De Quay took Jan Zwart up in the corial to Plantation Karel and Willem’s Hoop on
‘his release.

On a question by Mr. Barnstedt to February, whether the hospital was not opened during
the time of Jan Zwart’s confinement ? he said, yes, it is every day open till nine o’clock.

But on a question put in the Dutch creole, by Mr. Hart, February stated, that he did
not mean to say, the door of the room Jan Zwart was in j that that remained locked when
the hospital door was open.

'The Protector told Mr. Barnstedt, that even by the statement of his own sick-nurse, it
was evident that the complainant was locked up from the Tuesday, when he delivered the
Fiscal’s letter (a Sunday intervening), until the arrival of Mr. De Quay’s corial, without any
alleged offence. The man had a justifiable cause of complaint, and he (the Protector) was

ersuaded in his own mind, that he was confined, and about to be sent to Plantation

arel and Willem’s Hoop, four days’ journey from the estate where his wife and children
are, for having sought redress by an application to the proper office.
He should therefore apply to his Honor the Fiscal, to institute a prosecution against
him.

The following LETTER was written to his Honor the Fiscal.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 3d February 1829.

I HAVE the honour to lay before you the complaint of Jan Zwart, in order that a prosecu-
tion may be instituted against Mr. Barnstedt, for having illegally locked him up for the
:gace of one week, without being able to show the commission of any offence on the part of

e complainant.

Coupf:ed with all that has passed before, respecting the purchase of Jan Zwart, I am per-
suaded that his imprisonment, until means of transporting him to Plantation Karel and
Willems Hoop were ready, was for having complained at my office, of the injustice that has
been practised upon him.

Your Honor will be pleased to recollect, that you did not permit Dr. Munro to take Klaas
from town, when he purchased him from Colonel Nixon ; and surely it is most inconsistent
with all principles of impartiality, after such a precedent, that this man Jan Zwart should
be sent four days journey from the estate where his wife and children reside.

I have the honour to be, &ec.

To his Honor the Fiscal, &c. &e. &e. (signed) D. Power,
H. M. Protector of Slaves.

LETTER from M. S. Bennett, Esq. to D. Power, Esq. &ec. &c. &e.

SIR, Berbice, Fiscal’s Office, 11th February 182g.

WITH reference to the complaint of the slave Jan Zwart, referred by you to me for pro-
secution, I take leave to acquaint you, that it has been duly investigated before Conimissaries
of the Honorable Court of Criminal Justice ; it is without foundation ; and the evidence col-
lected does not afford grounds for prosecution. The conduct of Jan Zwart, in bringing an
unjust accusation a%ainst his master, is extremely reprehensible; but considering the peculiar
circumstances which preceded it, I will visit his conduct with no further punishment than a
severe admonition, and return him to his master.

For any particulars which you may wish to learn re%)ecting this investigation, I beg to
refer you to the examinations taken at the Commissary Court, and deposited in the Colonial
Secretary’s Office, :

I have already so fully in my Letter of 2gth January last, detailed the circumstances of
Jan Zwart’s separation fYrom his family, as well as my opinion of the case, that I have no
further observations to make on the subject, except to notice the considerable difference
which exists between this case and Colonel Nixon’s. It was Jan Zwart’s express desire to
be sold in the manner he now complains of ; Colonel Nixon's slaves wished to remain
together as one family. - ‘

Jan Zwart’s predilection appears strange, and scarcely credible, but you have yourself
recently ascertained that such may exist : In two cases on Plantation Fredrickslust, amongst
the slaves of Mr. Gallez, brought from upper Cange, for the purpose of being sold unger
sentence of the Court, and where one man entreated to be separated from his wife and three

oung children, to be sold with his relatives; and a woman who was desirous of leaving
{er husband, and I think, one child, to join her mother and brothers.
I have the honour to remain, with respect, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

M. S. Bennett, Fiscal of the Colony.”
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LETTER from D. Power, Esq. to his Honor the Fiscal, &e. &ec. &ec.

SIR, " Protector’s Office, Berbice, February 12th, 182g.

IN answer to your Letter of this day, relative to the case of Jan Zwart, I feel it my duty
as Protector of Slaves, to protest against any punishment being inflicted on him, whose com-

laint I still continue to think, most reasonable,

As | have it in Instructions from His Majesty’s Government, as conveyed in a Despatch
to his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, under date 24th November last, that no slave
shall be punished for an unfounded complaint, unless convicted before a competent tribunal,
c(:insisting of members; at which tribunal I am to appear as his protector, guardian and
advocate.

I also protest against his removal to such a considerable distance as Karel and Willem’s
Hoop, from his wife and children, and out of the protection of a district magistracy ; par-
ticularly as I have justifiable reason to believe that estate has continued, in violation of the
law, without any medical officer for nearly the last three years.

I shall lose no time in applying to his éxcellenc the Governor, for copies of the exami-
nations of the witnesses; and if circumstances shall justify it, shall endeavour, by legal
process, to establish perjury.

I have the honour to be,

Your Honor’s most obedient and humble servant,

(signed)  D. Power,
H. M. Protector of Slaves.

Note.—This Letter was answered by the Fiscal on the same day; a copy of which answer
is omitted by the Protector of Slaves, but will be found in Document L*. A. here-
with transmitted.

The Protector having reason to believe it was the intention of Mr. Barnstedt to remove
instantly the negro Jan Zwart to the remote Plantation Karel and Wellem’s Hoop, prayed
his Excellency, at a late hour of the same evening, to interpose his commands with the
Fiscal, that the said negro should be detained upon %;is, the Protector’s, responsibility, until
the whole of the case was brought by the Protector under his Excellency’s view.

LETTER from Lieut. Governor Beard to D. Power, Esq. &e. &c. &c.

SIR, King’s House, Berbice, 13th February 1829.

I rECEIVED your Letter of yesterday’s date, at half-past six o’clock last evening, requesting
the detention in the barracks, of a negro slave named Jan Zwart.

On the 11th instant, the Fiscal reported to me that he had investigated, before Commis-
saries of the Criminal Court, a complaint preferred by the slave against his owner, which
had been referred to the Fiscal by you, and that “ he was of opinion there were no grounds
* to support an actiom against K’Ir. Barnstedt, for confining Jan Zwart in the hospital, as
“ a mode of punishment, or that the said slave had not been sufficiently supplied with food
« during his detention in the hospital.”

Under these circumstances, I think Mr. Barnstedt is entitled to have his slave restored
to him; presuming, however, that you have sufficiently strong grounds to warrant his
further detention, until you shall have laid certain proceedings, respecting this case, before
me, and which you will no doubt do as early as possible, I have issued instructions to the
Fiscal, to detain Jan Zwart in the barracks, at your request accordingly.

1 am, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
(signed)  H. Beard.

LETTER from D. Power, Esq. to Lieut. Governor Beard, &c. &e. &c.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 14th February 1829.

YOUR Excellency will allow me to return you my most respectful acknowledgments for
the very kind consideration fyou gave to my Letter of Thursday evening, written under an
emergency, and where the future comfort of the negro Jan Zwart, is peculiarly involved.

I addressed myself to your Excellency, under the third paragraph of my Instructions from
the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, which runs as follows :— .

« You will, if necessary, apply to the Local Government for any facilities which n}a}):
« give you a more complete opportunity of receiving and considering any complaints whic
“ may be preferred by the slaves against their owners, or any other persons exercising a
« delegated authority over them ; and you will not fail to make a Report to the Lieutenant
« Governor, which will be transmitted to me, on the subject of any practical impediments
« which may be found in the execution of any gart of your duty.” )

I complain not, asit would ill become me to do so, of the decision which the .Hot'lourable
Commissaries made on my complaint a%lainst Mr. Bamnstedt; but I cannot disguise from
our Excellency, that the manner in which his Honor the Fiscal brought that complaint
zefore them, was not calculated to elucidate the justice of the case. Had I'known of the
fact of Commissaries being appointed so very quickly, I should have solicited your Excel-

lency to be allowed the liberty of attending that examination, and to be examined ‘:ﬁ
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oath with my clerk, Mr. Hart, as to the conduct of Mr. Barnstedt, at my office, and the
attempted prevarication of the sick-nurse February.

Mr. Hart and myself had seen the man Jan Zwart on the very day that he went to Augs-
burg ; he was not then sick, ?uite the contrary; for his eye appeared better than when he
came originally with his complaint on the 7th October.

But the Ordinance itself indicates the mode of proving, before a Court of Law, the
sickness or indisposition of a slave; for it requires that a book or register shall be kept in
every such hospital, in which the names and treatment of all suqh slaves shall be respectively
entered by the medical attendant; and in case any such medical attendant shall omit or
refuse, as aforesaid, from time to time, he shall incur a fine of twentystwo guilders for every
such offence. (Vide 24th Clause.)

In the proceedings before the Commissaries, neither such register, nor the medical prac-
titioner who attends the estate, was produced by his Honor. The question, then, your
Excellency Perceives, resolves itself into this :—The man, Jan Zwarty is admitted by all to
be confined in the hospital for eight days, Sunday included; he was either there as an
invalid, or for punishment ; that he was not an invalid, is proved by not being visited by the
doctor nor furnished with medicines. Then,-am I not justified in most conscientiously
declaring that he was so confined, because he had complained to me of a great wrong, and
sought the beneficial redress of the law.

Besides, it does appear-a most extraordinary coincidence, that this supposed sick man,
without the aid of physician or medicine, was quite well to be transported to Plantation Karel
and Willem’s Hoop, the very moment that Mr. de Quay’s boat had arrived to remove him. .

I now most respectfully request your Excellency’s attention to the causes which have led
to the treatment of this negro ; and it is on this point particularly that I pray your humane
interposition ; because 1 We%l recollect that your Excellency, in the case of J. L. Nixon, esq.
Receiver-General of the Colony, immediately called the attention of his Honor the Fiscal
to the proceedings, which, in your own words, you describe to be, “ So much at variance
¢ with what I have always considered to be the usage of the Colony, and must be so pre-
« judicial to its interests, that I deem it necessary to call your immediate attention to them,
“ if they have not already (as I am induced to hope that they have) attracted your notice.”

In the Fiscal's answer to your Excellencly;, he describes this family separation by volun-
tary sale, as a circumstance which, though not prohibited by any specific ordinance, is,
« Nevertheless contrary to the usage and custom of the Colony.”—(Last Parliamentary Papers,

age 241.)
P %Ierg, then, is the case of Jan Zwart, returned by the manager of Cruysburg as living in
reputed marriage with his wife Beata, and one child at that period proceeding therefrom.
is Honor the Fiscal thinks he perceives a distinction between the present case and that
of Colonel Nixon’s slaves, inasmuch as he states it to be proved to him (of which I know
nothing) that Jan Zwart himself at the sale requested to be sold with his mother, since
deceased.

Jan Zwart could not in justice or law exercise any such option. No man, in any country,
can orphanize, at his pleasure, his child, nor disengage himself from those obligations which
he naturally contracts at his birth; that child could be no party to such a disposition ; and
as the Protector and Guardian of that infant slave, I protest solemnly against the principle
and the precedent.

I feel that in the dreadful alternative of separating from mother or from wife, a negro
suffers under a great conflict of feelings ; but tﬁe law which wishes to hallow and encourage
the fidelity and permanence of conjugal ties, sternly deprecates this facility of divorce, the
pregnant source of - immorality wherever it has been tolerated.

It was but the other day, at Plantation Frederickslust, before his Honor the Fiscal, and
the Sequestrators of Catharinasburg, that a negro belonging to Mr. Gallez, wished to be
sold with his mother, rather than with his wife and children. Every gentleman present
remonstrated with him on such an option, and told him that it could not be.

Where is the value of that reputed Marriage Record which has, contra-distinguished from
the proceedings in all the other Colonial Governments, entitled your Excellency’s Govern-
ment to the thanks of the people of England, if the very first overt act after its reception at
the Protector’s office, should prove to the world that, practically, it is a delusion in England,
and a dead letter in Berbice. '

But I also complain to your Excellency, that this poor negro Jan Zwart has not only been
torn from residing with his family, but that, for having complained of the wrongs heaped
upon him from the first hour, in the most clear and consistent manner, he is now about to be
banished to the remotest extremity of the Colony, with as much chance of an occasional
interview with his family as if he were transplanted to the banks of the Oronoque. When
Mr. Barnstedt first purchased him, and before he complained, he was placed at work in a
task gang at Lochaber; after the complaint, his destination was Karel and Willem’s Hoop.

And I must in justice to the man say, what the records of my office justify, that he bears
a most excellent character; that his name never appears on the four last punishment
records, saving one instance, and that for the offence of allowing a person to pass in a punt
with him from town without pass.

I have it also in statement before me, that this estate, Karel and Willem’s Hoop, has no
provision grounds ; is never visited by any of the legal qualified medical practitioners of the
Colony ; and that, from. the distance the plantains are brought, the negroes complain of an
insufficiency of food, though engaged in severe labour. )

It is notorious through the Colony that it is considered a punishment to send negroes up

’ to
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to those establishments, wholly out of the range of magisterial protection ; and yet this is
the destination selected by Mr. Barnstedt for a valuable negro, though injured himself, guilty
of no offence.

May I then hope that your Excellency will not permit the exercise of such a power to
Mr. Barnstedt, which was refused by the Fiscal to Colonel Nixon and Dr. Munro, though
the distance to which the slave was, in that case, intended to be removed, was not more drs-
tant than twenty-one miles from town.

I cannot possibly account why any such distinction should be made by his Honor; and
though I value most highly the principle of impartiality in all cases, without reference to
character, yet there are some records in the criminal jurisdiction of this colony which demand
a public officer to look with considerable vigilance at any course of proceeding which afforded
to Mr. Barnstedt the opportunity of exercising his caprice or his vengeance.

In the full conviction that your Excellency will taie the whole of the premises into your
consideration, and make such decision as your sense of public duty will suggest,

I have the honour to be, &e. &ec.

(signed) D. Power,
H. M. Protector of Slaves.

P. S.—Should your Excellency wish the perusal of the correspondence which has taken
place on this subject between his Honor and myself, I shall have them prepared as speedily
as possible, with the hope that they may be returned to me to be attached to my Report
on the 1st of the ensuing month.

LETTER from Lieutenant Governor Beard to his Honor the Fiscal,

SIR, King’s House, Berbice, 1gth February 1829.

I uave to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 14th instant, reporting the cir-
cumstances attending the complaints preferred to you by the negro slave Jan Zwart, and
which have been referred by you to the Igiscal.

Referring to the conversation which, subsequently to-the receipt of your Letter, I had
with you on this subject, it is only necessary now for me to inform you, that I have given
instructions to the Fiscal to take such immediate measures as the law directs, for the purpose
of annulling the sale of Jan Zwart, separate from his family.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

(signed) H. Beard.

. Note by the Protector~The slave Jan Zwart remains in custodié Regis, until the
ultimate decision shall be made known.

Complaint, No. 20.

_ Protector’s Office, Berbice, 2d February 1829.
Mr. Tuomas DucGIN attended at this Office, and requested the Protector to attend on his
estate, No. 21, West Coast, as the negroes had refused to go to work ; he had hired out to
Plantation Waterloo twenty-two men, but they had peremptorily refused to proceed thither.
As the slaves had made no complaint to the Protector, and as he himself was labouring
under severe indisposition, Mr, Duggin was referred to the Fiscal, who then happened to
be down the coast, and who would of course enter on the investigation.

Complaint, No 21,
Protector’s Office, Berbice, gth February 1829.
Fredrik, belonging to Plantation The Friends,—complains of having been flogged for not
finishing the task allotted to him, which was greater than on any other estate, and that
none of the gang had been able to finish it.

Thomas, Daniel, and Culley, having arrived next day from the same estate, and with
the same complaint, the Protector referred them to the local magistrate of Plantation The
Friends, who would proceed to the spot, examine the task given, and report to the Protector
accordingly, '

'LETTER from Charles M¢Lean, Civil Magistrate, to David Power, Esq. &e. &c. &ec.

SIR, 1st District, River Berbice, 18th February 1829.
IN compliance with your request, I attended at Plantation Friends, and examined the
work the three men of that estate complained of to you on the gth instant, and I certainly
cousider the task assigned to them is not too much, and that they could complete 1t every
day in good time ; but instead of doing so, they did not, previous to their going to you,
fimsh much more than the half of it,
262. ~ Tam
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I am therefore inclined to think that some of them were trying to take less or more advan-
tage of their new manager, as he has been but a short time with them.

The rows given to them are certainly long, but they only take out half a shovel, without
banking it or making regular cane-holes. ) ) ) .

1 have not punished any of them, but promised to do so if they misbehaved in future. .

I made a sugar planter- accompany me to the ground, who gave it as his opinion, that their
complaint was perfectly groundless.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

(signed) Charles M Lean, Civil Magistrate.

Complaint, No. 22.
‘Protector’s Office, Berbice, February 10th, 182g,

Jason, belonging to Mr. W, Ter Reehorst, states,—That his master does not allow him his
Sunday, or eleven o’clock, and that he does not provide him with the usual weekly allowance
of food ; he is obliged to beg from the negroes of Plantation Catharinasburg, high up in
Cange, (where they also reside,) some plantains, or other grovxsmps, for his subsistence ;
for the last two months, he says, he was feeding upon salt fish, which he had saved from
the allowance served out to him by his former master, Mr. de Jong ; and that he even sup~

lied another old negro of Mr. Ter Reehorst’s with part of the same, who is now in Upper
ange, living in the same destitute manner, ) -

Mr. W. Ter Reehorst says,—That he supplies his negroes (only two in number, and very
elderly people,) with salt fish every week, and that when the Indian which he hires brings
home any game, that they also partake of a share ; that he has no plantains to give them, but
that Jason has an acquaintance at Plantation Catharinasburg, who generally sugplies himi.

The Protector told Mr. Ter Reehorst to bring down this other old negro to his office fon
examination, as on its being proved that these negroes were not supplied with the lawful

uantity of food, he, the Protector, would certainly refer this case to his Honor the Fiscal,
or prosecution. ‘
. 8. —There is no local magistrate within forty miles of Mr. Ter Reehorst’s residence.

Complaint, No. 23.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 10th February 182g.

Tom, a seaman, belonging to Mr. W, Kewley, and hired out to W. Pashley, a pilot,
complains,—That he had been severely beaten by Mr. Pashley, with a large stick used asa
tiller on board the pilot boat, outside of the bar at sea, and that for no offence whatever.
He had hailed the Erig Wellington the night before, outside, thinking it was another vessel,
as he could not distinguish her, the weather being very dark. The mate of the brig asked
Tom if he was mad, to hail the Wellington, which had just left the river; he replied, that
he was no more mad than the mate himself, but that he hailed her by mistake.

Captain Pashley was summoned to attend at the office, and answer to the complaint.

Captain Pashley called on the day before that on which he was summoned to appear,
and stated,—That unwilling to incur any charge of contempt, he wished to acquaint the
Protector, that the public service required that he, as a pilot, should go to sea immediately;
he also expressed a wish that the examination should be deferred until Mr. Kewley, who
was then on the East coast, should be in town. He acknowledged, however, that in a moment
of irritation, from the gross and abusive language made use of by Tom, he had struck him}
and that the present-was the first charge ever preferred against-him before a magistrate ot
public officer, for twenty years that he was navigating in the West Indies, and on the South
American coast. '

The Protector recommended to him strongly, to make some arrangement with Tom for
the assault, otherwise he must prosecute.

As neither the accuser nor the accused have since called at the office, he presumes that
they have come to some satisfactory arrangement with respect to the complaint.

Complaint, No. 24.

Protector’s Office, Berbice, 11th February 1829.

Geluk and Coenraad, belonging to Mr. J. N. Lantz, and hired to Plantation Karel and
Willem’s Hoop, state,—That they are employed cutting timber, and that they are not properly
fed ; that the place has no plantains growing, but that once in three weeks a punt is sent to
Plantation La Prudence ; that the plantains, on reaching their working place, are all ripe
and have lost all substance. They are supplied with one salt fish once a ortnight, and it is
impossible that they should perform such hard labour, if not properly fed. Yellow or ripe
plantains are not fit for daily use, as the usual meal (foefoe) cannot be made of them;
and besides they derange their bowels. When they get sick, M. De Quay gives them,
Ehysw, and they have no doctor who visits the estate. They started from Plantation Augs-

urg on Sunday morning, as Mr, Barnstedt was going to send them up to Plantation
Karel and Willem’s Hoop with the punt. '
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LETTER from David Power, Esq. to His Honor the Fiscal.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 12th February 1829.

I REsPECTFULLY send to your Honor the accompanying complaint of two negroes, Geluk
and Coenraad, the property of J. N. Lentz, but hired out for some time past, to the wood-
cutting establishment at Karel and Willem’s Hoop.

These men complain of not receiving the subsistence and nourishment prescribed by law;
and from the remoteness of their situation from any provision grounds, they give a most
satisfactory reason why the plantains served out to them are deprived of their otherwise
nutricious aliment.

Besides, I have to beg your Honor’s attention to the breach of the 24th clause of the
Slave Ordinance, which pesitively enacts, that all estates should be visited by a legal qua-
lified medical practitioner, under a penalty of six hundred guilders.
1t is stated by these negroes, no doctor visits there; and I have reason to believe, that
{aking from the Old Fort upwards, there are at least two hundred negroes wholly removed
from such assistance, in case of sickness, as well as from civil protection of a district
magistrate.

I have the honour to be, &ec.
(signed) D. Power, H. M. Protector of Slaves.

Complaint, No. 25.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 12th February 182g.

Quaco, belonging to J. Prass, and hired out to H. M‘Kay’s task gang, states,—That on
his complaining about a week ago, the Protector gave him a pass to return to his work, but
that he was not to be punished for coming to this office, as it was a reasonable application
(asking whether it was right that his owner should sell him to a task gang, without his
knowledge).

That on his return to Plantation Rotterdam, where his master is an overseer, he, Quaco,
was sent to Plantation Utile and Paisible, and on his arrival there was placed in the stocks
during that night, and the next morning he was flogged, by Mr. M‘Kay’s order, for coming
to the Protector. '

The Protector cautioned Quaco against telling a falsehood, but he persevered in the cor-
rectness of his statement.

February 19th.—Mr. H. M‘Kay attended, and stated, that Quaco did not come to his
work till three days after the date of the Protector’s pass ; that certainly he thought that he
could not allow tKis to pass unpunished, as it would induce the whole of his gang to adopt
that course when they felt inclined to skulk. He would most solemnly declare, t%at Quaco
was punished for no other reason, and prove it by his Punishment Record Book, the correct-
ness of which he has to establish by affidavit.

He was requested to send an extract from his Punishment Record Book, as to the period
Quaco returned to the estate.

~ Complaint, No. 26.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 12th February 182g. .

. THE boy January, belonging to Barrack-master Sherburne, called a few days ago at this
office, and complained,—~That his master almost starved him, and treated him in a most cruel
manner, by beating him for the offence of pilfering bread or any other thing he can lay his
hands on to satiate%ﬁs hunger.

The emaciated state this boy appeared in at this office, induced the Protector to send him.
to the barracks, where he should remain and be properly fed, until an examination could
take place into this complaint. His mother called three days after, and stated, that January.
was a bad boy, and that Mr. Sherburne had not ill-treated him, but merely given him
occasional corrections for some boyish tricks in pilfering victuals, &e. :

This statement was supported by Miss Jane Leman, %’Ir. Sherburne’s housekeeper.

As the boy could bring no evidence of any illegal punishment having been inflicted on
him, a prosecution could not be entered upon; but as his appearance bore evident marks of
harsh treatment, and as Mr. Sherburne had already once been for similar conduct before
the Protector, he ordered that the boy should remain in the barracks until Mr. Sherburne.
should dispose of January and his mother by public sale, as they should remain no longer
under his controul. '

The sale took place on the 20th February.

A number of trifling complaints from negrces against each other were from time to time-
made, and were settled by reconciliating the parties.

LETTER from Charles Bird Esq. to David Power, Esq. Protector of Slaves.
SIR, Berbice, 20th February 1829.
ENCLOSED I transmit for your information, the copy of a Letter which T addressed a

few days ago to his Honor the Fiscal, relative to a female slave purchased by me at the

sele of Plantation Cruysburgh ; and who was there sold as having no husband. 14
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I do not know what steps his Honor may have considered it would be proper to take

‘towards those who permitted these people to separate, and towards the slaves themselves;

but if it be determined upon to compel them to return to their former state, and live toge-
ther as man and wife, you, who well know the habits and dispositions of slaves, will readily
erceive the difficulty to be apprehended from their forming new connections of a similar
nature, if it be long delayed. -
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
(signed)  Ck* Bird,

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. to his Honor the Fiscal, &e. &c. &e.

SIR, Berbice, 15th February 182g.

I BEG leave to inform you, that at the sale of Plantation Cruysburg, which took place on
the 18th September last, I purchased the female slave Flora, and her three children ; at the
time of sale, it was generally supposed she had no husband, I have, however, lately dis-
covered the contrary to be the fact. Her husband’s name is Jem ; and both be and his wife,
with the culpable concurrence of the attornies of the estate, had agreed to separate. Jem to
accompany his brother, and Flora her mother and sister.

It seems, from what I can learn, that many instances occurred at this sale, of the nature
I have described, and in which the parties concerned consider they acted legally and with
propriety. I have presumed to thinE otherwise, and therefore bring the subject of my own
immediate purchase under your Honor’s notice; for if marriages, and reputed marriages of
slaves, both equally recognized by law, are to be no restraints upon their separation when-
ever they feel inclined to it, the institution becomes of course a mere idle ceremony, and so
far as it regards the improvement of their moral condition, utterly useless.

T have the honour to be, &ec.
(signed) Chat Bird.

LETTER from Simon Fraser, Esq. 8tL.o the Right Hon. Sir George Murray,
&e. &e. &e.
SIR, Berbice, gth March 182g.

1 RAD occasion, last January, to address myself to Mr. Power, the Protector of Slaves,
in consequence of what appeared to me a most alarming perversion of the New Slave Code
of thise%olony, in regard to Slave Evidence, by which it has been attempted to render it
applicable to individual cases, and to qualify slaves for particular purposes. Being deeply
concerned in a pending action, I trust I will stand excused for intruding myself on your
notice; and let me hope the anxious feelings of a father, in the protection of the honour,
reputation and property of a child, will be sufficient apology for my submitting, in the most
resEzctful and concise terms, the circumstances of the case to your consideration.

rly in the month of December, it was intimated to me that Mr. Katz, the husband of
my daughter, intended to institute proceedings against her for the purpose of obtaining
a divorce, on the score of adultery; and I soon learned that this proceeding was principally
to be supported by the evidence of his own slaves, though none of them were qualified
according to the provisions of the Slave Code.

In actions of this kind, our law requires that the wife be protected by a curator, she being
incompetent to defend herself because of her coverture, and accordingly his Excellency the
Lieutenant Governor nominated me as curator to Mrs, Katz. :

Understanding that an application was to be made to the Rev. Mr. Rowland, our resident.
rector, to grant to a female slave, named Zalette, the property of the plaintiff, a certificate of
qualification to give evidence on oath, I immediately waited on Mr. Rowland, and informed-
him, that the slave in question was already cited as a witness in a then pending action, and
that I cousidered it a direct perversion of the Slave Act to qualify slaves for particular

urposes.
P r. Rowland admitted that an application had been made by the attorney at law of the
plaintiff, for such certificate ;—allowed the extreme delicacy and difficulty of the case; con-
tending, however, that he had no other alternative than granting the certificate, if the slave
gave satisfactory answers'to such questions as he put to her, ¢ not being even pretended that
she had undergone any course of instruction.

To meet the difficulty in some measure, and to guard against any appearance of conni-
vance, Mr. Rowland proposed to examine her publicly, and to give me due notice of the
time of such examination; this he deemed a just course in his own mind, and which he
communicated to others as well as to me. And though I still viewed the qualifying of a slave
to give evidence in particular cases, as totally foreign to the spirit of the Act, I was satisfied
as far as regarded my individual cdse, in the conviction, in fact in the perfect knowledge of
the incompetency of the slave in question to undergo any course of examination, and there-
fore waited the promised communication from Mr. Rowland. When to my astonishment
I received a Letter from him, of which I annex a copy, No. 1, stating that an objection had
been taken to the public examination of the slave in question, and which I instantly answered
in a very hurried and imperfect manner, as will appear by the copy, No. 2.

Still finding that Mr. Rowland persisted in his intention of granting the required certificate,

: I addressed
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I addressed a Letter to Mr. Power, the Protector of Slaves; a copy of which is annexed,
No. 3. These Letters were written on the impulse of the moment, merely giving imperfect
expression to my own views on the subject, which, however, I was happy to find were in
perfect accordance with thqse of the Protector of Slaves, wko informs me he has submitted
the case to your consideration.

Itis highlg"satisfactory to me to have since discovered, that my own opinions are supported
by the very highest authority; and my principal object in now addressing you, is with the
utmost deference and respect to solicit your attention, previous to your decision, to the views
and intentions of His Majesty’s former Ministers on tEis important subject, as fully stated
by Earl Bathurst in the House of Lords, and Mr. Canning in the House of Commons, on
laying before thgm the Order in Council for Trinidad, on the 16th March 1824, when the
Y)rinlmple on which it was founded, received the unanimous concurrence of both Houses of

arliament.

Papers containing the best report of the debate on this occasion, were sent by Earl
Bathurst to Lieutenant Governor Beard, as fully elucidating the sentiments of His Majesty’s
Government, and as a guide to his Excellency and the Council of Government of this
Colony, when called upon to frame an enactment analogous to that of Trinidad. How the
very salutary provision contained in the Trinidad Order, and so fully recognized by Lord
Bathurst in"the House of Lords, of preventing slaves giving Evidence for or against their
owners, came to be omitted in the Berbice Ordinance, is not for me to judge; but allow me
to hope, that the construction now attempted to be put on the Act, will not meet your appro-
bation, in opposition to the explicit declaration of Mr. Canning, that slaves were not to be
qualified for especial purposes, * not in any individual case, not at the moment the testimony
“ was required.” :

Mr. l?(owland subsequently, on 17th January, granted the required certificate, such as
it is, and of which I annex a copy, No. 4. It 1s neither in compliance with the letter or
spirit of the Slave Act, the thirty-fifth clause of which requires Clergymen to certify, that
slaves are sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion, to understand the nature and
obligation of an oath; and such certificate is to be transmitted to the Protector of Slaves,
for the purpose of being registered, &c.&ec. In the present case, the certificate is sent
to the Attorney at Law of the Plaintiff, in the form of a note, and never registered by either
Protector or Assistant Protector of Slaves; in this imperfect state, the plaintiff, in the
present action, filed it in Court. But afterwards discovering the absurdity of doing so
without its being registered, and being unable to withdraw the certificate, Mr. Rowland,
on the 23d of Fé:i)ruary, granted a second certificate, (of which I annex a copy, No. 5,) and
which I understand the Protector has been called upon to register ! !

I feel it would be the height of intrusion to comment on such conduct, but I do hope
that a clergyman, capable of prostituting the sacred functions of his office in such a manner,
and so completely identifying himself with a party, will not be continued in a situation
in which he may do so much and irreparable mschief.

Under any ot{er Government than that of Berbice, such irregularities would have been
conclusive; and prevented my present appeal to you. But in this unhappy Colony, the
‘administration of justice does not depend on the law of the land, but on the feelings enter-
tained by the Judge towards the parties concerned ; and unfortunately towards me and my
family, it.would appear the most hostile disposition prevails. On this subject it will be
my painful duty to address you at an early period, wgen my charges to this effect, against
the President and some of the Members of the Court of Civil Justice, wil} l3e amply su
ported by sufficient documents and proofs of the gross illegality and partiality evinced 1n
the proceedings in the present action. . )

In the mean time allow me, in the most respectful terms, to apologize for occupying so
much of your important time; and to request, if my style of addressing you is 1rregular
or improper, that you will attribute it solely to ignorance, and make every allowance for
the distressed and distracted feelings of a father, labouring under the firm conviction that
himself and his family are the destined victims of illegal persecution.

1 have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c.
(signed)  Simon Fraser.

1.—LETTER from the Rev. Mr. Rowland to S. Fraser. -
My DEeAr Sir, Berbice, January 14th, 1829.

I wroTk to Mr. Furlong on Monday last requesting him to inform you, that an objection
was made to Zalette's being publicly examined, in order to obtain a certificate of qualifica-
tion to give evidence upon oath, upon the grounds that it never had been done in the Colony,
and the girl had also a right to object to it. I have this moment received a note from him,
in which he states, that it is a subject in which he has nothing to do, and with which he
declines all interference. '

I have the honour to be, &e. &ec.

(signed) Thomas Rowland.
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2 —LETTER from S. Fraser to the Rev. Mr. Rowlanrd, in answer to the above,

— " DEar Sir, Berbice, 15th January 182g.
BERBICE. I was last evening favoured with your Letter of yesterday, in which you state, that
\———————" an objection was made to examining the woman Zalette publicly, in order to obtain a certi-
ive evidence on oath, on the grounds that it never had been done

Pasrt II.

ficate of qualification -to gi ¢
in this Colony, and the girl had also a right to object to it.

After obtaining an appointment from his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, as Curator
to Mrs. Katz, I %ost no time in officially waiting on you, to state that I was led to believe
an application would be made for such certificate, for the express purpose of qualifying
Zalette to give evidence in a most important action then pending. 1 then did not hesitate
to give it as my opinion, as I do now, that such an application was a direct perversion of
the Slave Act, which never contemplated the training or qualifying witnesses for particular
purposes. That the spirit of the Act was distinctly, that when Clergymen discovered
amongst their congregation slaves who, from their attendance at public worship or private
instruction, they considered sufficiently instructed in the principles of the Christian religion,
to understand tﬁe nature of an oath, that such Clergymen were then bound, as a part of their
duty, spontaneously to transmit a _certificate to that effect to the Protector of Slaves. T
hesitate not to say, that such was the intention of the framers of the Act, and such would be
the construction put upon it by every disinterested man of common sense.

You say a public examination is objected to, because it has never taken place in the
Colony. Pray, have any slaves been qualified in the Colony ? or does the Act prescribe
the mode of examination? If not, by what right, or upon what principle, have the party.
training the witness a right to dictate to you!!! or upon what grounds can slaves presume.
to state to the clergyman that they will only be examined as they think proper. It requires
but one step further, to render the mummery complete,—let the slaves insist on having copies
of all questions to be put to them, a month before examination!!! Could volumes on
the subject carry more self-evident proof of the conviction on the minds of the party them-
selves, that she is totally unqualified, than their objection to a public examination.

1 know the slave in question well; I have doune so from her earlg' infancy. [ know her
to be totally ignorant of the Christian religion, not even knowing the difference between it
and the Jewish or Mahommedan; at this moment believing ten thousand times more
in the existence and power of an Obeah man than in that of God or 2 Redeemer.

It is true she may have been taught like a parrot to answer certain questions ; but against

ualifying her on such grounds I most solemnly protest ; considering that I have fully as
good a right to do so as the opposite party have to object to a public examination.

I have the honour to be, &ec. &c. &e.
(signed) S. Fraser.

8.—LETTER from 8. Fraser to David Power, Esq. Protector of Slaves.

SIR, Berbice, 16th January 1829.
~ AS Curator to Mrs. Katz, I deem it my duty to call your attention to what appears to
me a gross perversion of the Slave Act of this Colony, relative to Slave Evidence.

In a most delicate and important action, in which I am unfortunately deeply interested,
and which I have been appointed by his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to defend, I
find an attempt is made to qualify slaves for the express purpose of giving evidence in this
action, already instituted, by their masier.

That such is not the spint of the Act, or was ever contemplated by its framers, I think
must be self-evident to the most common understanding; and yet I find the Rev. Mr.
Rowland persisting in an intention of granting certificates under such circumstances.

I took the earliest opportunity, after receiving my appointment, of waiting on Mr. Row-
land, officially to inform him that I had reason to believe an application was to be made to
him to qualify the slave Zalette, who was already cited as a witness in an action then
pending ; and to express my conviction that the Slave Act never contemplated the granting
certificates under such circumstances ; that slaves could easily be ¢rained to answer certain
questions by rote, and which might appear to entitle them to certificates, while in fact they
were totally ignorant of; the principles of the Christian Religion.

That the spirit of the Act decidedly was, That when Clergymen of their own accord,
discovered amongst their congregation, slaves who they considered sufficiently instructed in
the principles of Christianity to understand the nature of an oath, then such Clergymen
were bound, as a part of their duty, spontaneously to transmit certificates to that effect to
the Protector of Slaves. ,

. Though I could not to the full extent, impress this view on Mr. Rowland’s mind, he stated,
that to avoid suspicion of connivance, if he proceeded to examine her, e would do it publicly,
and give me due notice. ‘

From your own experience of the character of slaves, and their total disregard of veracity,
it must be superfluous in me to call your attention to the extreme caution that should be
used in granting certificates, and the serious evils that might arise from a different construc-
tion of the Act to that which I have assumed, and whish 1n fact would be placing the lives,
reputation and property of the community at the mercy of a Clergyman; and though no
man can more highly estimate the clergy, collectively or individually, than I do, I cannot
forget that they are men, and subject to human frailties, and therefore should not be placed

in
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in situations of strong temptations, or in those where their conduct may be influenced in the
rformance of a sacred duty. : _

Clergymen granting spontaneous certificates, where no particular object is in view, must
be concluded to act from conscientious motives ; but how differently are they situated when
called upon by énterested parties to qualify witnesses for a specific purpose. The most con-
clusive proof of the injurious tendency of such a practice, is the fact of undue influence being
used on the present occasion to procure a surreptitious _certificate, as will appear from the
annexed copy of a Letter from Mr. Rowland to me, with which I also beg to submit a copy
of my answer ; and I cannot but express my deep regret that such influence should be used
from the highest authority, and that at a moment when it was expressly known that the
certificate required was for the purpose of qualifying a slave to give evidence in an action
already instituted, and upon which action the exalted individual in question was to preside
as the Prof??sional Judge appointed by his Sovereign to watch over '&e due administration
of justice!!!

ffeel how inadequate I am to do justice to the subject, on which indeed I would not have
presumed to address you, were I not personally concerned ; but I trust I have said enough
to induce you to decline recording a certificate obtained under such circumstances, until the
point is submitted to the consideration of His Majesty’s Government.

I have, &e.
(signed) 8. Fraser.

Copy first CERTIFICATE. -
Dear Sin, Berbice, 17th Jan. 1829.
It is my firm opinion, that the woman Zalette understands both the nature and obligation

of an Qath. (signed) Thos. Rowland.

M. Daly, Esq.
Copy second CERTIFICATE.

‘ Berbice, 23d Feb. 1829g.
I nEREBY certify, that the slave woman Zalette, residing at Vryheid, is, in my judgment
and belief, sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion, to understand the nature and

obligation of an Oath. (signed) Thos. Rowland, Rector.

No Q.
DESPATCH from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard,
&ec.. &c. &c.

SIR, Downing-street, 1st Sept. 1829.

I uave had the honour to receive your Despatches, dated the 18th of March
last; and a Report of the Protector of Slaves, dated the 28th of February 1829 ;
and [ have also received a Letter from Mr. Simon Fraser, dated gth of March 1829,
complaining of the proceedings taken under the Slave Ordinance of Berbice, for
qualifying a slave to give evidence in the action depending between Mr. and
Mrs. Katz. The imputation conveyed in Mr. Fraser’s Letter to the Protector of
Slaves, that you endeavoured improperly to influence the clergyman to grant
his certificate of the competency of the slave Zalette to give evidence, is sup+
ported by no proof, but is contradicted in the most unequivocal manner, by the
clergyman over whom that influence is said to have been exerted.

I have observed, with great regret, the passage in Mr. Power’s Report, in
which he introduces, by his reference to Mr. Fraser’s correspondence, this very
serious imputation on your character; you will acquaint Mr. Power that 1 shall
expect him to be more guarded and respectful in his future communications to the
Lieutenant Governor of the Colony.

I find no ground for censuring the conduct of the clergyman, Mr. Rowland,
on this occasion. He appears to me to have been right in preferring a private to
a public examination of this slave; since it must be presumed that he would
ascertain the truth most effectually in that manner; and I have no reason to doubt
that the discovery of the truth was his real and only object.

You will apprise Mr. Fraser, that it is impossible for me to interfere for pre-
venting the enrolment of the certificate granted to Zaletta. If the law has been
violated, that certificate will be rejected when the witness is produced in Court.
If the law has been observed, I have no right to deprive the suitor of the fruits
of his diligence.
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With respect to the question, Whether a certificate of this nature, granted to
meet an occasional purpose, be legal or not? I appreh.en.d that this must depend
upon the good or bad faith of the clergyman by whom it is granted. If he does
really believe that the slave is adequately instructed in religion, to understand
the nature and obligation of an oath, he is not only entitled, but bound to certify
that fact, whenever his certificate may be required; and unless his good fait
can be successfully impugned, that certificate must have such legal efficacy as the
law has attributed to it. With respect to the rule of law itself, although it undoubt-
edly originated in a suggestion from this Department ; yet this qualification of the
general law of evidence must be considered as a mere temporary concession to
difficulties which, at that period, were deemed insuperable. His Majesty’s
Government are decidedly of opinion, that the only proper rule respecting Slave
Evidence, is that which has recently been established by the Legislature of
Grenada. The Court is left, in that Colony, in each successive case, to exercise
its own judgment as to the admissibility of the slave witness, taking, for the only
test, his knowledge on the subject of oaths and perjury ; as in this country, with
respect to young children, or persons of infirm understanding. The decision in
favour of admitting the witness can, of course, conclude nothing as to thg amount
of credit due to his testimony.

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to confirm and allow the Ordinance
(or, as it is termed, the Publication) of the 4th of March last, for separating the
offices of Civil Magistrates and Protector of Slaves. As you had stated in your
Despatch of 22d September 1828, that the Council had approved a measure for
establishing a Court of Summary Jurisdiction for the recovery of small debts
due to Slaves, and that it remained merely for the Colonial Secretary to give legal
effect to it, by the necessary publication; and as I have received no further infor-
mation from you upon the subject, 1 am unable to understand the statement in
your Despatch of the 18th March last, that the “ Council have for the present
“ declined to pass a law for the recovery of small debts due to Slaves.”

I cannot accede to the justice of the reasoning, by which you tell me that the
Council have been induced thus to decline to carry into effect the recommendations
formerly conveyed to them by myself on this subject, and on that of night-work.
These amendments in the law would not impede or interfere with the projected
union of the Colonies of Berbice and Demerara. The two Colonies, if united,
must at last meet under two distinct slave codes. The inconvenience of adding
to the number of these distinctions would be scarcely perceptible; while, on the
other hand, it is of real importance that whenever the union takes place, there
should be found on the Statute Book of one at least of the Colonies, every pro-
vision which can reasonably be required for improving the condition of Slavery
throughout the united Colony. In the meantime, a considerable practical grievance
is sustained, which ought, without further delay, to be remedied. "You will,
therefore, once more bring these subjects under the review of the Council ; assuring
them of the earnest hope entertained by His Majesty’s Government, that they will
not be found wanting, either on this or any other occasion, to the completion of
those salutary reforms which they have already undertaken with so much zea]
and success.

With respect to Mr. Power’s vindication of his own character against the charge
of having made an improper use of his Authority as a Magistrate, it may be suffi-
cient to say, that I was not aware that any imputation of that nature had been
preferred against him. '

I have read with much regret, the statement of the proceedings in the case of the
slaves of Mr. Gallez; and although T am not at the present moment prepared to
suggest an amendment of the law on this subject, it is a question deserving the most
serious attention, how far it may be possible to prevent the recurrence of transac-
tions so distressing as those which accompanied the intended sale and dispersion
of this gang of slaves from the estate, which they had been taught to regard as
their permanent home. I shall be happy to receive any suggestion which the
Council of Government of Berbice may be able to offer on this subject.

It is evident from this Regort, that Sunday is frequently made a day of solitary
jmprisonment, as a mode of domestic punishment; this is a practice open to so
many abuses, that the owner should never be permitted to resort to it without the
previous sanction of a magistrate,

The
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The number of Punishments inflicted on the slaves in Berbice, unfortunately
bears a very large proportion to the whole number of the slave population; from
one-fourth to one-third of the entire number would appear to be annually
punished. I shall look with anxiety for some reduction in these returns.

In tae case of the slave Georgina, I observe that the Protector sentenced her
to solitary imprisonment during all the Sundays in one month, and during Christ-
mas holidays; and until her behaviour should improve, she was, in the terms of
the sentence, to be deprived of all her finery, and to wear what is called The Estate
Working Dress.. Under all the circumstances of the case, I am disposed to think
that this punishment was at once injudicious and unduly severe. The inefficacy
of the Tread-mill to improve her conduct, ought not to have been admitted as
a reason for increasing the severity of the second punishment.

I have, &ec.
(signed)  G. Murray.

No. 3.

DESPATCH from Lieutenant Governor Beard, to Secretary Sir George Murray,
&c. &ec. &ec.

SIR, Berbice, 25th September 1829.

I HAVE the honour to transmit the Report of the Deputy Protector of Slaves,
detailing the Proceedings in his Office, from the 1st of March to the 3ist of

August last.

It certainly is deeply to be lamented that no measures should yet have been
adopted to afford Religious Instruction to the generality of the Slave Population,
more particularly to the junior part of it. There are but two Clergymen, one of
the Fstablished Church, and the other from the London Missionary Society, in
the Colony; and as it is impossible for them to extend their labours beyond the
town, the great mass of the slave population is unavoidably left in its original state
of profound ignorance. The improvements adverted to by the Deputy Protector,
(with the exception of granting an extra day in the week to the slaves to cultivate
their provision grounds,) have been long since generally agreed to by the Council ;
but, however willing the Council always have been, and I believe still are, to meet
the views of His Majesty’s Government on this important question, I fear it will
not be practicable, with the concurrence of the Council, to give effect to any
measures affecting the slave population, pending the question of the proposed
union of the Colony with that of Demerara and Essequebo. I, however, shall
continue to make every exertion in my power to carry into operation the measures
which have been acceded to by the Council ; and shall not fail earnestly to bring
these subjects again before them at their next Session in October, should the
question of the Union not be previously disposed of.

I have, &c.
(signed) H. Beard.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Deputy Protector, to his Excellency Henry Beard,
&c. &e. &e.

SIR, Deputy Protector of Slaves Office, Berbice, 1st September 1829.

I aAVE now the honour to submit for your Excellency’s information, a State!nent gf the
occurrences at the Deputy Protector of Slaves Office, since the assumption of its duties b
me on the 16th May last, at which period Mr. Power was ready to embark for Europe, wit
leave of absence on the score of ill-health. o

Before enumerating the different documents which accompany this Report, and adverting
to such transactions, there detailed at length, as require particular notice or explanation,
I beg leave to bring under your Excellenc ’s consideration the uninstructed state of the
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slaves in Berbice ; & condition indeed, of little perceptible difference in this respect, from

that of their African forefathers. . .
I had hoped, upon inquiry, to learn from the ministers of religion, that some plan was

in a%itation, if not already actually on foot, of conveying to the whole of them a knowledge
of the fundamental principles of Christianitv. and’ of affording to the young, at least, an
262. opportunity
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opportunity of acquiring the first elements of education; and with this hope I addressed to
the Rector of the English church, the Presiding Elder of the richly endowed establishment
of Lutherans, and the Protestant Missionary, the following Letter :—

SIR, Berbice, August 14th, 182g.

IT will shortly be my duty to lay before the Lieutenant Governor, for_the information of
His Majesty’s Government, a detail of the transactions at the Deputy Protector of Slaves
office, during the past six months, and to make such observations upon the present state of
the slave population, as the circumstances of their condition may render necessary. In this
statement, a description of their religious and moral conduct, is essential ; and I therefore
request you will have the goodness to inform me, what change it has fallen beneath your
particular notice to observe, since the promulgation of the Code for the advancement of
the slaves on the 25th September 1826. You will also have the goodness to favour me
with a List of slaves who }gave been admitted within the pale of Christianity since that time,
contrasting it with those during a like period previous to the enactment of the Ordinance;
and particularly noticing the individuals who have become converts from heathenish doctrines
and superstitious rites.

I am also anxious to obtain an accurate knowledge of the means of instruction provided
by the Established Church in this Colony, for the slaves, and whether you have recently made

any addition to the number of slaves whose reliilous acquirements render them competent
to give testimony in a Court of Justice upon oath.,

I have the honour to be,
(signed) ~ Ch' Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

From the Lutherans, I have received no answer, nor do I believe they are able to afford
one, by any means, of a satisfactory description. It appears by the replies of the other two
reverend gentlemen (copies of which will be found at the end of my Report), that Mr. Wray,
the Missionary, is the only person who has set himself zealously to work in disseminating
knowledge amongst the sﬂwes. He proves plainly, the necessity which exists for improving
their minds ; and that the means of instruction, with opportunities of applying them, require
alone to be provided ; for there is every desire on the part of the slaves to seeﬁt, under much
disadvantage, tuition even of the simplest kind. To his letter on this and other subjects
connected with the improvement of the slaves, I beg to solicit your Excellency’s attention ;
and particularly, to the very general violation of the Sabbath, by making it especially a day
for secular pursuits, in the cultivation of provision grounds, the sale of stock, attending
markets, &c. This perversion of what ought to be kept sacred, is now at its height, and the
practice is not likely to decrease, unless the Legislature should interfere, and grant to the
slave some other portion of the week to make those additions to his comforts, which he
does not expect to receive from any other source than the efforts of his own industry.

In the Book of Complaints made by slaves, your Excellency will doubtless remark with
some surprise, the delay which occurred in adopting the necessary measures, to effect the
liberation from slavery of Wilhelmina and her offspring, (No. 2.) and Daphnis, (No. 5.) who
claimed their freedom in consequence of being descended, by the mother’s side, from the
Aborigines of the country, and expect from me some explanation of its cause. I regret to
say, that I am unable to assign any, for the time which was suffered to pass unheeded by
Mr. Power, from the dates of their applications to him until I entered upon office. Com-
munications were then made by me without further loss of time, to the alleged proprietors
of these people, and the advertisements of their projected emancipation were issued, Wilhel-
mina and her children are now free ; and although the claim of f)aphnis has been opposed,

et I look forward with every confidence to a judgment of the Court of Civil Justice in his
avour.

The Punishment Records from the different estates did not reach my office until within the
last few days, and I have consequently been obliged to look them over with extreme haste,
so that the formation of the Abstract from them might not be impeded. I observed in that
cursory view, some of the civil magistrates have sworn the persons making the returns to the
truth of them, notwithstanding their power so to do ceased when the office of Assistant
Protector was rendered distinct from that of the civil magistrate, and separate individuals
were appointed for each district. I bring the circumstance under your Excellency’s par-
ticular notice, to prevent the error being taken advantage of in any prosecution founded
upon those identical returns.

I also perceive the Returns of Punishments for six months, ending on 30th June last,
exhibit a slight decrease in the number inflicted by the whip; and I am gratified in being
able to state, it is now become a rare thing to hear of slaves being flogged in the town of
New Amsterdam, or of their being sent from thence to the country for the purpose. On

.the oth%r hand, the punishments awarded to females for minor offences, have somewhat
increased.

Before concluding, I cannot refrain from reiterating my former applications to your Excel-
lency, for the establishment of a Court for the cheap and speedy recovery of small debts
due to Slaves; and expressing a strong hope, that this desirable object will ere long be
accomplished.

The
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The Documents which I have the honour herewith to submit, are—
- No. 1.—Copies of the Complaints of Slaves from the 15t March to 31st August 1829.

No. 2.—Abstract of Offences committed by Slaves, and the Punishments, from 1st
January to 3oth June 1829. ’

No. 3.—List of Actions instituted by the Deputy Protector on behalf of Slaves before
the Courts of Justice.

No. 4.—List of Cases referred to his Honor the Fiscal, in his capacity of Public
Prosecutor.

No. 5.—Statement of Monies deposited in the Savings’ Bank.

No. 6.—Marriage Licenses granted to Slaves between the 1st of March and the 1st
September 1829.

No. 7.—List of Manumissions effected during the same period.
No. 8.—List of Manumissions now in progress.
‘No. 9.—List of additional Slaves sufficiently instructed in religious principles, to be
competent to give Evidence upon Oath.
1 have the honour to remain, Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,

(signed) Chas. Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Sworn to before me, on the 1st of September 1829.
(signed) H. Beard, Lieut. Governor.

LETTER from the Reverend Thomas Rowland, Rector, to His Majesty’s Deputy
Protector of Slaves.
SIR, " Berbice, August 20th, 1829.

THE short period that I have been resident in this Colony renders it almost impossible for
me to answer your several queries as satisfactorily as I could wish.

With respect to the general improvement of the slave population of this Colony, since the
passing of the Code in September 1826, I believe that their improvement in civilization is
very limited, and the number converted to Christianity very few. I drew this conclusion
from consulting the Colonial Register of Baptisms, which commences the 12th of April
1812 ; and there is no record of any slave having been baptized from that period till March
in 1819, and only three in that year, and six in 1820, six also in 1821 ; but in 1822 there
were 290 slaves Kaptized, out of ‘'which number fifty-four were of the Winkel Department ;
from which period till my arrival in this Colony on the 21stof June 1828, there has no
slave been baptized. I have christened thirty-nine since I came to the Colony. The pre-
dial negroes are entirely without instruction.

The Winkel negroes, in this repect are better off ; indeed they are the ori‘lX ones within
reach of instruction, being immediately in the vicinity of New Amsterdam. Many of them
attend Mr, Wray, at the l\%issionary Chapel ; and the children, to the number of forty, go to a
daily school, and I am happy to state that the progress they have made is very satisfactory.
The children in the first class read very well, and are very perfect in the Church Catechism.
There are also some domestic slaves who are taught to read and write by some one in the
family where they reside, but the number is not great.

There is no means of instruction provided by the Established Church for the slaves;
there is no accomodation in my churc% but for very few. Shortly after I came here I gave
public notice in church, that if any proprietor should wish or allow their slaves to be in-
structed in the principles of Christianity, I should be happy to devote one afternoon each
week for that purpose in the church, where I attended a few times, but none came. I here
take the liberty of sending you a List of the names of those slaves who are in my judgment
and belief sufficiently instructed in the principles of Christianity to understand the nature
and obligation of an oath, and I enclose their certificates.

Thomas Rowland, Rector.

MaLEs of the Winkel Department :

France, Jonas,

Quabie, Henry Rose.
FEMALES of the same :

Maria Louisa, Harriott,

Wilhaminky, Lea.
DoMEsSTIC SLAVES:

Zalette, gmnces,

Felicity, egoy,

Sarah, . Eljza,

Fanny, N Kitty.
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Part IL LETTER from Jokn Wray, Protestant Minister, to Charles Bird, Eéq.
H. M. Deputy Protector of Slaves, &c. &ec. &e.
BERBICE, .
SIR, Berbice, 25th August 1829.
Report from I uave had the honour to receive your communication of lfs,th August, in which you state
Deputy Protector it will soon_ be your duty to lay before his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, for the in-
of Slaves, formation of His Majesty’s Government, a detail of the transactions at the Protector’s Office

respecting the state of the slave population; and request that I would inform you of any
change in their religious and moral conduct, which may have come under my particular
notice since the promulgation of the new Code of 25th September 1826 ; also to furnish you
with a List of the slaves who have been received within the pale of Christianity since that
time, contrasting it with a like period previously to the enactment of the Ordinance ; parti-
cularly noticing the individuals who have become converts from heathenish and superstitious
rites ; as also any addition to the number of slaves already registered, who are competent to
give testimony in a court of justice on oath; with an account of the instruction afforded by
the Protestant Mission to the slaves in this Colony.

1.—I am happy to observe that the change which has taken place in the moral and religious
conduct of many slaves during the last three Xears, has been very considerable. A very
great desire of improvement has been manifested by a great number on various plantations,
particularly a desire to learn to read and to say the catechisms which we teach. As one
proof of it, I may mention that I have distributed about one thousand spelling books, besides
a far greater number of catechisms, since February 1827, chiefly to slaves, and upwards of
fifty copies of the Scriptures since June 1828. The country slaves of course labour under
great disadvantages, as they can have no regular teacher to instruct them in reading; but
yet some of them make considerable progress, as they possess great perseverance, and
get any one they can to give them a lesson. One of the negroes from the west bank of the
river told me last Sunday, that when any of the sailors went on the estate he asked them to

ive him a lesson. During the last eiggteen months we have had a large increase of hearers

rom various plantations, who are exceedingly desirous of instruction. In the same space of
time I suppose one hundred and fifty have been added to the number of catechumens ; these
are divided into classes and instructed by some of the most intelligent of the congregation,
and these are far more effective teachers than a mere hireling catechist. The chapel is
always well filled on the Sabbath forenoon, and often crowded. The country people cannot
of course attend every Sabbath-day, but in rotation, so that the congregation is larger than
the chapel could hold if they were to attend at the same time. All behave well, and come
decently clothed. : '

I am happy also to state, that during the holydays the chapel is in general well attended
at the forenoon service, and, as far as %have observed, the dissipation on Easter and Whit-
sundays in town considerably decreases from year to year, though there is yet great need of
improvement. And I beg to state that you might be of great service to the cause of Chris-
tianity if you would use your influence with Government that those ¢ heathenish dances
and music,” which are always accompanied with drunkenness, should be removed from the
Sabbath to some other day of the week. Theyentirely unfit even those who wish to worship
God, to do it with peace and devotion. Itisa disgrace to a Christian commaunity that two Sab-

_baths in the year should be legally set apart for dissipation and African dances and songs ; and
generally intimated in the Royal Gazette that this dissipation is to begin at eight o’clock on
aturday night, and to continue till Monday night at Easter,and till Sunday mght at Whit-
suntide. I know of nothing that has a greater tendency to demoralize the slaves and keep
up their African rites and customs than t%is : surely some other day in the week could be
1iven them in lieu of the Sabbath to practise their African songs, dances, and to get drunk..
fknow of nothing that has a greater tendency to continue “ heathenish doctrines and super-
stitious rites” than legalizing these two and sometimes three Sabbaths in the year. The
abolition of the Sunday markets is an object worthy your exertions, as it is a great obstacle
to the moral and religious improvement of the slaves. How can these poor heathens believe
the Fourth Commandment to be a part of the word of God, when they see our laws and cus-

toms in direct opposition to them.

-2.~As another proof of the good effects of instruction, where the Gospel has been per-
mitted to spread its ameliorating influence, I may mention the abolition of the supersti-
tious practice of Obeah, which was once so prevalent, and which, according to the testimony
of the planters, as well as the negroes, had the most unhappy effects on the minds of many.
I well remember, when I used to visit the negroes in their houses on the Crown properties,
they would attribute almost all their diseases to the Obeah-man or woman, and fre-
quently also, the death of their friends ; and very frequently wore amulets to counteract their
influence. They could form no idea how natunl;{ evils came into the worldd. The grd chapter
of Genesis, and Romans v. 12, gave them new views on this subject. These cases very fre-

uently came under my notice, but I hardly ever hear of such a thing now, and in general
they ridicule the idea of it. 1 have known them express the greatest astonishment, at
hearing such passages as Acts 8, read. I may also mention, the superstitious rite of
“ Wash Barra,” or making feasts in honour of the dead, which were very frequently
attended with great expense and superstitious ceremonies. 1 could give many instances
of slaves being converted from the belief and practice of the above named superstitions,
as well as from their African songs and dances at holydays, and at the burial of the dead.
I sometimes hear of them among those who do not attend on the means of instruction, but

seldom
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seldom do any instances of these things come under my notice among the people of
my congregation, and then only among those who are just beginning to emerge from
heathenism. Formerly these things were very prevalent among the Winkels ; but they are
now abandoned, at least they never come under my notice. It is to be observed, that
instruction has made but little progress in the Colony; with the exception of a few estates
within a few miles of the town, the negroes are yet in heathen darkness, and without the
knowledge of the Gospel. The estates high up tlz'e river, and all along the west bank of it,
as well as on the east and west coasts, have no means of instruction, and of course remain
as ignorant as ever ; and if I may judge of the state of the other slaves up the river, from
the gross darkness in which we found the Crown negroes on Plantations Dankcaarheid,
Dageraad and Sandvoort, they are sad indeed.

From the free access I had to those negroes, for the short time they were in possession of
His Majesty’s Commissioners, I had an opportunity to become acquainted with their igno-
rance and moral darkness. Some time back a slave was sent to me to examine him, to see if
he was qualified to take an oath, that I might furnish him with a requisite certificate ; but
I found%e knew no more about God, or Christ, or the Christian Religion, than one of the
untaught Indians, and that he had never been in a place of worship ; and indeed, how could
he, for there is no place within his reach. In the islands, there are towns and villages in
different districts, and the ministers can build chapels in the centre of the estates, but not so
here. Up the river, and creek Canje, the Creole language will also be a great obstacle in the
way, fora considerable time. A minister must learn it, before he can do much good ; with-
out this, the negroes could not understand him. I had hoped, that an Ecclesiastical Esta-
blishment would have prepared the way for the more extensive usefulness of Christian mis-
sionaries, in the abolition of Sunday markets, and in the establishment of schools for the
slave children, so that they would have been prepared to receive and read the Scriptures.
But in this Colony, we have to lament that not a single institution, nor a single school has
arisen from that appointment ; what has been done, has been effected by private individuals
and the Colonial Government. 1t is greatly to the honour of the Governor and Council,
that they have voted f.6,000. towards a school for poor free children, and f-1,000. towards
a Sunday-school belonging to the mission, for the instruction of bond and free, and some
liberal donations from respectable individuals.

3.—With respect to the Instruction afforded by this Mission to the slaves of this Colony,
%ou will form an idea from the returns I now send you. It appears, from the Register of

aptisms, that from September 25th, 1826, ninety-one adults have been baptized, and
seventy-one of their children, to the present period; from September 1823 to September 1826,
thirty-one adults were baptized and ten children ; a number who are denominated children,
are boys and girls who have learned the Catechism, and received some instruction. As no
adults are baptized till they have been instructed in the doctrines and duties of Christianity,
and till they give some evidence that a change has taken place in their conduct, I trust that
most of them have become converts from heathenish doctrines and superstitious rites;
and should any of them act contrary to the rules of the Gospel, they are censured, reproved,
or excluded, according to the Word of God. The number of slaves admitted to the Lord’s
table, from September 3, 1826, to August 2oth, 1829, is thirty-nine ; one of whom, Arsenia,
belonging to the Crown, has been excommunicated for immoral conduct, and leaving her
husband, to whom she had been legally married. In the three years previous, only seven
slaves had been admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

In the Sunday-school there are about one hundred and ten slaves, all learning to read.
A number of these belong to the Crown, many of whom read well in the Bible, and also
religious tracts. Many of them being taught at a day-school, the time in the Sunday-
school is chiefly occupied in hearing the catechisms, texts and hymns, which they learn,
and some of them commit considerable portions to memory. They attend for the same
purpose every Wednerday afternoon. A class of adult slaves also read in the Bible in the
Sunday-school, as also on Tuesday evenings. Many of Mr. Blair’s slaves, on the west
coast, are learning to read, and a few can read easy parts of the New Testament. They
attend chapel when they can get a conveyance across the river; and during the Christmas
and Easter holydays, a few of them spent all their time in the school-room or chapel, in
preference to joining in heathenish customs. . .

Agreeable to your request, I enclose a List of those admitted into the Church by baptism.
Also a List of slaves under catechetical instructions, who, I suppose, are competent to give
testimony in a Court of Justice, if called upon.

Hoping the above will prove satisfactory,

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant,

(signed) Jokn Wray, Protestant Minister;

1—COPIES of the ComPLAINTS of SLAVES from the 15t March to 31st August 1829.
Complaint, No. 1.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 3d March 1829.

Mr. W. Ter REEnoRsT attended, accompanied by the negro Fortuin, a witness
summoned on the complaint of Jason, against his master, on the 10th February l,ast.

Fortuin states,—That they get their Sunday, but are not fed as other estates negm§s;
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’ they get their fish, but no plantains ; instead, however, they are supplied with ground
ParrIL provisions, such as yams and cassada.

RBICE. Jason persisted by his former statement, and as it was impossible to obtain sufficient
BE proof to support a prosecution against Mr. Ter Reehorst, the Protector recommended
R —

that, to prevent similar complaints being lodged by Jason, he should not be taken up Cange,
Report from » 10 P S, 0.
PO such a distance, and out of all magisterial reach.

Del:;tglfzzstector Jason was hired out in town by his master.

Complaint, No. 2.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 3d March 182g9.

Wilhelmina, belonging to Plantatation No. 17, West coast, the property of James
Blair, Esq. M.P. states,—That her mother was an Indian woman, and her father a white
man, named Prange. Her mother belonged to a Mr. George, and that when her mother
died, she (Wilhelmina) was a little child. Fanny George, and Mama Claartge, (an old free
black woman,) knew her mother, and every thing relating to her. '

Fanny George states,—Wilhelmina’s mother’s name was Annatge ; she was an Indian
woman, but cannot say to what tribe she belonged. She (Fanny George) and Annatge
were both slaves belonging to Mr. George; Annatge died when Wilhelmina was very young,
whose father was a doctor named Mr. Prange, and who lived at Plantation Anna Clementia
whilst they stopped, a couple of estates distant from him., She knows it was customary
at that time, that the Indians sold their children to the white people, and she believes
Annatge became in slavery in that manner. '

The free woman Claartge states,—That she knew Wilhelmina’s mother while at Mr. Edward
George’s in Canje, on Plantation Land Canaan, where she also resided ; and is perfectly
sure that she was an Indian woman named Annatge; she recollects her having long hair,
which she tied as other Indians do. She died whilst Wilhelmina was a young chi?d, and
before Mr. George’s estate was sold. Wilhelmina was bought by Mr. Blair, from Plantation
Land Canaan, who, she believes, bought the estate also. %Vilhelmina’s father was a doctor
residing at Anna Clementia, named Prange.

Wilhelmina further says, that after Mr. Blair purchased her, he took her to Barbadoes,
where she was taught needle-work, that she might be able to I)rovide for herself ; she thinks
it was his intention to give her her freedom ; but when Mr. Blair died, she was sent back to
this Colony. The needful steps will be taken to obtain Wilhelmina and her children’s
manumission.

Complaint, No. 3.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, gth March 182g.

Sacco, belonging to the Winkel Department, complains,—That on Sunday evening she
went to chapel, and on getting into a pew happened to tread on Molly’s foot, (a woman
belonging to Louisa M‘Camon,) by accident; she begged her pardon. On coming from
chapel, Molly and her sister Maria, Betsy La Rose and Acouba, belonging to Mr. Henery,
beat her and tore up her clothes. Mr. Samuel and Mr. King were passing by, and saw
when she was beat. :

The parties having been summoned, appeared, and tried on being confronted with Sacco,
to confound the statement she had made, by breaking out in invectives against her.

As the Protector knew these women to be notorious bad characters, he addressed a Letter
to his Honor the Fiscal, suggesting the propriety of punishing these four females, in order
to prevent the Sabbath-day being converted into a period for quarrel and abuse.

Complaint, No. 4.
Protector’s Office, Berbice, 18th March 182g.

Sam, belonging to J. T. Mathews, and hired to the Canje Ferry, states,—Last night,
about eight o’cloc%(, Mr. M‘Burnie and Mr. Thompson came from Courantyne, and wis%ned
to pass over the Ferrv. Sam went into the punt to take them over, when Mr. M‘Burnie
called his boy with the chaise whip; Sam thought he was joking; but when the boy did not
bring the whip, he (Mr. M‘Burnie) began to beat Sam with his fist, and gave him several
blows; Sam went into the punt, where he (M‘Burnie) followed him, and repeated the
assault. Sam declares to have given no insolence or cause for such treatment. Mr. Harris
was present when the affray tooﬁ place. '

Thomas, a boy belonging to Mr. Bone, says,—When Mr. M‘Burnie struck Sam I said,
« It was not right to strike a ferryman ;” he replied, « If I came, I would also get my
share ;” and so when I approached, he gave me several blows.

Mr. M‘Burnie having been summoned, stated,—That a few days previous he crossed
the Ferry, and when more than half-way over, the boys turned back, because they said
another person was coming at some distance, who they would take over at the same time ;
this caused a delay of nearly half an hour, and as I am a merchant, might have been very
injurious to me. On the night they now complain of, I wished to cross with Mr. Thompson,
but had to wait a long time before preparations were making to take us over. I remonstra\t.e;ll

wit
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with them, and they laughed and jeered at me ; this they carried to such an extent, that I
found myself obliged to give one of them a blow. Mr. Bone then came out, and calling me
damn’d drunken rascal, collared me. I pushed him back; and 1 do actually think that no
complaint would have been lodged, haj’ it not been at Mr. Bone’s instigation. I am aware
that I have transgressed the law by striking Sam, but it was on the heat of the moment,
after receiving such gross insults from these boys.

Mr. Thompson says,—That he saw the boys laughing and jeering, but cannot say
whether this was to Mr. MBurnie, or any other person ; he went mto the Ferry-house, and
did not see Mr. M‘Burnie strike them, or any one; when he went into the punt, he heard
the boys insult Mr. M‘Burnie, and use a great deal of insolence, which if used to him, he
would certainly retort with a blow.

The Protector told Mr. M‘Burnie, that he was obliged to refer this complaint to his
Honor the Fiscal. _

Two days after, these boys called, and stated, that Mr. M‘Burnie had amicably arranged
with them to their satisfaction, and requested that he might not be put to further incon-
venience on their account.

The Protector, therefore, taking into consideration that Mr. MBurnie had acted on the
jrritation of the moment, and having expressed his contrition and satisfied the complainants,
dismissed the complaint.

Complaint, No. 5.
gth April 1829.

Daphnis, belonging to Plantation Highbury,—Claims the right to be manumitted, being
descended from an %ndian woman, who was free, and produces the following witnesses
in support :—

Bastiaan, of Highbury, who states,—Daphnis’s grandmother was a Wackaway Indian,
named Susanna, living at Cornelia Jacoba Estate, up the Berbice River; she had a child
with a negro, which was Daphnis’s mother ; her name was Annatje.

Fredrika, of Highbury,—Susanna, an Indian womsn, was Daphnis’s grandmother; I
knew her at Cornelia Jacoba Estate, and subsequently knew Annatje, the mother of
Daphnis ; she was of the Wackaway tribe.

hristiaan, of Highbury, states,—That Daphnis’s grandmother was an Indian woman,
named Susanna, who had a child with a negro ; this was Daphnis’s mother, and was named
Annaatje.

Aftei'] the usual information to the representatives of Highbury Estate, the necessary steps

will be taken to obtain the manumission for the complainant.

Complaint, No. 6.
Protector’s Office, Berbice 27th April 182g.

Quaco, belonging to the estate of J. A. Dehnert, complains :—A few weeks ago I was goin,
up the river in a punt with the free man Cbristian, and was ordered to call in at Bestendighei
for his, Christian’s, wife ; Christian was in liquor and he began to quarrel with me ; when we
arrived at Maria Agnes he complained to Mr. J. C. Dehnert that I had been saucy and
%wen him insolence. I received therefore twenty-five lashes ; this was on the Saturday before

“aster, the 18th April. After being flogged I said 1 would go down to town, to complain
for having been wrongfully punished. The driver went and told Mr. Dehnert that I had
said 80, and 1 was again laid hold of the same day and flogged twenty-six lashes; after
which T was placed in the stocks where I remained till the Tuesday morning following.

J. P. Dehnert says,—That Christian had lodged a complaint for insolence against Quaco to
my brother, for which he was flogged ; after which he was so disobedient and insolent to my
brother, who told him that he could go down and complain when the punt went down, that
my brother ordered him to be flogged a second time; he was then confined in the stocks
till Tuesday morning. I was not present when he was flogged.

Referredy to his Honor the Fiscal for prosecution.

Berbice, 16th May 182g.

Note.—Mr. Power having obtained permission from the Lieutenant Governor to proceed to
Europe for the recovery of his health, the duties of the Protector’s Office were this day
transferred to Mr. Bird, who has been appointed Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Complaint, No. 7.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 20th May 1829.
Agnes, belonging to Miss Morton states,—That Frank, a negro belonging to Mr. Houston,
came to her hog’s pen on Sunday last and stole her pig fromit; she was busy in the kitchen
and did not see the man; her mistress saw him, with three other negroes, taking the hog.
Complainant went to Mr, Houston’s twice to demand payment for her hog from Frank, being

fifteen guilders, which she cannot get. ]
On investigation it appeared that this case had already been before his Honor the Fiscal,

and that Frank had been punished for the offence. The complaint was therefore dismissed.
262.
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Complaint, No. 8.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, May 22d, 182g.
Nancy, belonging to Plantation Allness,—Claims 3 guilders 55, from the free man Fredrick,
which he has owed her a considerable time, and refuses to pay her. . .
A Letter was written to Mr. L. M‘Rae, who employs Fredrick, requesting him to detain
the amount out of his hire.

Complaint, No. 9.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 2d June 182g.

THE man Fredrick, belonging to Dr. James Beresford, complains,—That Miss Betsey
Mossett is indebted to him in the sum of gf. 10. for pork she bought from him, and that
on his demanding payment she refused it.

A Letter was wntten, which Fredrick took to Miss Mossett, demanding payment, and
threatening, in case she refused to pay, legal process would be commenced in order to compel
her to do so.

Complaint, No. 10.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, June gth, 182q.

Jan Broek, belonging to Charles Ross, complains,—That he was bought at Cruysburg
sale by Mr. Ross; some of his relations were sold to Mr. Prass, and others to Mr. Culley.
Mr. Ross mentioned some time ago, that he was about to sell him. - Jan Broek went to
Mr. Prass, and asked if he would buy him to join him with the rest of his relations ; Mr.
Prass agreed, and spoke to Mr. Ross; Mr. Ross said he would not then sell him. This
morning he gave Jan Broek a pass to go to Courantyne to Mr. Patterson, who has bought
Jan Broek. ~As Mr. Prass is seady to give Mr. Ross the same money for him as any other
gentleman, he requests the Protector will interfere to obtain that indulgence for him.

The statement of Jan Broek having been made known to Mr. Ross, he stated that Mr.
Prass had offered to give the amount which he, Mr. Ross, paid for Jan Broek and his
brother, say f.5,200., and no more; but that Mr. Patterson, to whom they are now sold,
paid £.6,600., making a difference of nearly £.100 sterling, and that consequently he could
not under these circumstances accede to Jan Broek’s request.

Complaint, No. 11.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, June 12th, 1829.

Archy, belonging to Plantation Friends, states,—Some time ago the liquor store of Plan-
tation Friends was broken open and a quantity of rum stolen. The civil magistrate was
sent for, and the rum found concealed in the negro houses ; Archy was one of those accused,
and suffered punishment along with the rest. Since that time his wife has left him, and
she and the rest of her family have broken off all connection with him ;—says his master,
Mr. Forsyth, has threatened repeatedly to sell him, and send him away from the estate;
Archy complains that his life 13 become a burthen to him; that his master constantly
reproaches him, and if he is even seen amongst the negro houses, he is asked what he has to
do there? Says he would rather die at once than be obliged to go back to the estate; begs
that Mr. Forsyth may be compelled to fulfil his threat of selling him.

Archy was told, no law exists to compel Mr. Forsyth to do so ; but the following Letter
was written to Mr. Forsyth, and given to Archy.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector of Slaves, to William Forsyth, Esq.
Xe. &e. &e.
SIR, June 12th, 1829.

THE slave, Archy, has been with me this morning, to request my advice and assistance to
relieve him from the situation in which he finds himself placed by his own impropriety of
conduct; I allude to the robbery lately committed by him and others upon the P]I:mtation
Friends. 1t seems, the consequence of his being implicated in the affair has been, punish-
ment by order of the civil magistrate in the first instance ; his reputed wife then left him,
and. she and her family have since declined holding any intercourse with him, and that
you have declared he shall speedily be sold and sent away from the estate.

Archy says the sense of his degradation has rendered him almost heart-broken; the finger
of scorn is pointed at him wherever he moves. All inducement to work is gone; and he
thinks his case 8o hopeless, that he begs I will request you to open some door for his return
to a place in the estimation of his fellow beings, or appoint an early day for his removal
from the scene of his present misery.

I now convey to you his request, and feel confident it will meet from you immediate
attention; if his penitence be sincere, a gradual return to the station he formerly enjoyed
would in all probability not only firmly fix his resolutions of amendment, but he would there
stand as a warning and example to others.

I have the honour to be
(signed) Charles Bird,
Deputy Protector of Slaves,
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On the Letter being handed to Archy, he peremptorily refused to return to the estate,and
no persuasion could induce him to stir from the office. His Honor the Fizcal happenin
be present, was requested to take charge of Archy, in order that he might be sent bacﬁ
Plantation Friends.

to
to

Complaint, No. 12.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, June 23, 1829.

THE negro Cadet, belonging to Miss 8. Ostrehan, complained,—That Mrs. Stephens
and Mr. Mandhar are respectively indebted to him; the former in a sum of three guilders,
the latter in thirteen guilders ten stivers; and that notwithstanding several applicatiogs for
payment, he cannot obtain it.

%‘Il?e Deputy Protector wrote Letters to the parties, demanding payment, in default whereof
he would mstitute an action by legal process for the recovery.

July 9.—The amount of thirteen guilders ten stivers was this day paid by Mr. Mandhar.

Complaint, No. 13,

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 2gth June 1829.

Cupid, belonging to Mrs. Welch, complains,—That his mistress has hired him to
Mr. Kewley, at lantation No. 49, where the work is very hard. Cupid says, he has been
punished twice lately, but admits it was for non-performance of his tasks; says his tasks were
of the usual description. Says, he came to town to request his mistress would take him from
No. 49, and hire him somewhere else; his mistress refused to do 0, and referred him to this
office, if he had any complaint to make.

It was explained to Cupid, that if he had to complain of undeserved punishment or
excessive tasks, the Deputy Protector could afford him redress; but with respect to remov-
ing him from No. 49, he had no power to do so without his mistress’s concurrence.

Complaint, No. 14.
. Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, June 2gth, 1829.
Quashie, belonging to the free woman Claartje George, states,—On Saturday evening, as
he came from Mr. da Costa’s, he met the boy Hans, belonging to Jacob Munno, near the
high bridge. Hans proposed to go to Plantation Providence to steal canes, and because
Quashie refused to accompany him, Hans took a chisel from his pocket and stabbed Quashie
three times upon the arm. :
Hans denied the charge, of endeavouring to induce Quashie to go to steal canes,
and said, he used the chisel in his own defence, when attacked by Quashie with a
large stick.
This complaint being one which ought to have been preferred at the Fiscal's Office, it
was transferred to him for his investigation and decision.

Complaint, No. 15.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 2g9th June 1829.

Paul, Anthonie, and Buonaparte, belonging to Plantation D’Edward, complain,—That
on Saturday last, after finishing their tasks of weeding grass, the manager ordered them
to plant coffee; the complainants conceiving, that on the termination of their task no
further work could be given to them on that (%ay, did not obey the order to plant coffee, and
were in consequence flogged this morning, by order of the manager.

J. J. D’Hankar, manager of D’Edward, was summoned to answer this complaint, at
eleven to-morrow forenoon.

Chanton, Julia, and Philida, also belonging to Plantation D’Edward, called at the
Deputy Protector’s house in the afternoon, and stated,—That the manager had placed them
in the house stocks to-day, from six o’clock in the morning until noon, for the same cause
that he had punished Paul, Anthonie, and Buonaparte.

These women were directed to attend again at the same hour as Mr. D’Hankar,
to-morrow.

goth June 1829.

J. J. D’Hankar being in attendance, the foregoing complaints were detailed to him, and
he was called upon to answer them.

He said, some time ago, the slaves performed their work of weeding in so slovenly a
manner, that he changed the mode of doing it, and insisted they should completely finish
one row of coffee trees before commencing another, with which they were much dissatisfied.

On the day alluded to in the complaints, it became necessary, by reason of the weather,
to transplant young coffee trees, and he told the driver to give the necessary instructions to
the slaves. The driver replied, They are gone to the field alreadly, and must have begun
their day’s work ; the manager then observed, each person’s work for the day is to weed
two rows of coffte-trees ; Tell them, when they have ﬁPnished one row, they are to break oﬁé
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and at one o’clock they can begin to plant the coffee-trees. A little after eight o’clock, the

Part IL manager says, he went to the field, and there reiterated his instructiops. Some of the
‘RBICE. slaves, when they had finished one row broke off work ; but the _complamants obstinately
BERB persevered in weeding the second row, in consequence of which, the trees were mot
——
transplanted.
Report from Fr(}:derick, head driver, corroborates this statement; speaks positively as to the hour

Dep l;ty Protector ) en the instructions were repeated, because he looked at his watch ; says that the slaves
of Slaves. were even then going on in the old fashion, of not completing one row before they commenced
the other. :
Buonaparte says, the reason he did not break off on the completion of one row, was,
he had nearly completed the whole of his task before he heard the order. )
The manager and driver deny the assertion, and urge the hour in proof of its being
untrue, as it was impossible for Buonaparte to have nearly finished his day’s work by
eight o’clock.

ResuLT.—Mr. D’Hankar was instructed in future to issue his directions for work, ecither
the previous evening, or before the slaves went to the field in the morning, by which means
no misunderstanding could take place. i

It was explained to the slaves, that the manager being the person responsible for the
proper application of their labour towards cultivating the estate, it was no more than fair
and just they should perform the particular work he required.

Complaint, No. 16,
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, July 7th, 182g.

Tom, belonging to Mr. J. M‘Kenny, complains,—That he came into town with his master
yesterday, in a corial, and was ordered to land a quarter cask of rum at Mr. M‘Burnie’s, and
to go to Mr. Faddy’s forbutter ; to leave a Kair of shoes at Mr. Lyle’s, and then fetch a bed
from Mrs. Harper's. After performing all these errands, Tom came back to the corial, and
found his master ready to return home, who was angry with Tom, as he said, that he, Tom,
had been wandering about town, and came too late. en Tom came home at the Fort, he
went to prepare dinner ; and whilst in the kitchen, his master came behind him and beat
him with a large stick ; names as his witnesses Ellen and Rosetta Green.

The parties were summoned to attend to-morrow at eleven o’clock.

8th July 1829.

Jno. M¢ Kenny, states,—That on the 6th instant, he came to town for the purpose of
transacting business ; there was a jug of rum in the boat, for Mr. Haward, which Tom was
to carry to his house; when Mr. M‘Kenny was ready to return to the Fort, Tom was not in
the corial, and did not make his appearance for two hours. Mr. MKenny supposes that
Tom must have drank some of the rum, for after they returned to the Fort, Tom was quite
intoxicated. Tom was reproved by Mr. M‘Kenny for his misconduct; upon which he
endeavoured to rush upon K’[r. M‘Kenny ; Mr. M‘Kenny had a small stick in his hand, with
which he repelled Tom’s attack. Mr. {\rI‘Kenny retired into his house: Tom took up two
large bricks, and challenged him to approach ; he afterwards took an axe,and declared that
if Mr. M‘Kenny would come out on the dam, he would chop him up. Mr. M‘Kenny, says,
Tom was quite infuriated by drink. ’

Rosetta Green, states,—When Mr. M‘Kenny returned from town, Tom was drunk; and in
carrying the articles purchased in town into the house, many of them were omitted, and left
in the boat. Tom was desired by Rosetta Green, to go for them; he refused ; his master
came up and repeated the order; Tom went up to his master, and shook his hand at him;
his master pushed him. Tom then rushed at him, as if for the purpose of taking hold of
bim, and his master was obliged to use a stick to beat off Tom. Mr. M‘Kenny then retired
into the house, and Tom took up two bricks which lay near to the old guard room, and
dared his master to go out, he would show him something. Mr. M‘Kenny shortly after-
wards did go out ofg the house, and Tom took an axe, and said to his master, that if he
would follow him down the road, he would chop him up.

Ellen Green corroborates the declarations of Mr. l\f‘Kenny and Rosetta Green, and fur-
ther states,—That when Tom took the axe and went towards the road, challenging his
master to follow, and he would chop him up, a black soldier named Moncrieff, and Quashie,
a cow minder, were sent to bring him back. Tom threatened to use the axe if they attempted
to touch him, Moncrieff and Quashie did not touch him, and after a little time Tom threw
down the axe, and set off along the Ferry-road to town.

Mr. M‘Kenny requested that Tom might be asked, what was his object in complaining, ag
he must in his own mind, know he was in the wrong. This enquiry being made, Tom said he
had a just ground of complaint, but he desired very much that his master would sell him,
and engaged to find a master, if he had a pass to look for one. Mr. M‘Kenny agreed to do
80, after his return to the Fort, and to allow Tom the rest of to-day and also to-morrow,
to find another owner.

Tom succeeded in finding a person willing to purchase him, and was sold next day.
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Complaint, No. 17.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 15th July 1829.

THE slave Peggy, belonging to William Henery, complains against Zondag, a man
attached to the garrison, and at present employed in cutting grass for Mr. Johnston, the
Deputy Ordnance Storekeeper, and says,—That whilst in Amelia Rawlins’s kitchen, this
forenoon, Zondag came there, and when he opened the door he pushed it violently against
the complainant, who enquired why he did so ; Zondag called her out of the kitchen, and
when she was upon the dam, Zondag threw down the tray of cakes she was carrying, and
burned her with a firebrand. Complainant exhibited her throat, which was much burnt, as
also her mouth and arm. Complainant declares she gave no provocation for the ill-treatment
she experienced, and names as witnesses of the transaction, Amelia Rawlins, the slaves
Kitty, Queen Rawlins and Maria.

The persons were summoned to attend to-morrow, at eleven in the forenoon.

16th Jaly 1829.

Kitty states,—Whilst she was standing in the gallery of her mistress’s house, she heard
Peggy taxing Zondag with having thrown down her cake tray; when witness looked round,
she saw the cake tray lying on the ground, and Peggy and Zondag were standing near to it,
as also two other people. Did not see Zondag burn §eggy.

Queen Rawlins states,-—I was in the kitchen, Peggy came into the yard and put down
her cake tray ; she then asked me to lend her my pipe to smoke, and 1 shut the door of the
kitchen, Zondag came and pushed open the door of the kitchen against Peggy, as he saw
her; he asked what she was hiding for, Peggy answered, she was not in his yard. Zondag
asked Peggy, if she remembered cursing him the other day, to which Peggy replied, you may
do what you like. I now told them I wanted no trouble, they must go away; they then
went out of the kitchen, Peggy with the tray on her head; I shut the door,and saw no more.

Maria states,—As I was coming up the dam, T saw Peggy and Zondag ; Zondag threat-
ened to burn Peggy, Peggy said he might do what he choosed ; upon which Zondag pushed
down the tray from Peggy’s head, and deliberately burnt her in several places, with a fire-
brand he held in his hand. Witness did not see Peggy do anything to Zondag, to cause
him to do so.

Amelia Rawlins, says,—Peggy came into her yard yesterday forenoon ; she went into the
kitchen to ask Amelia’s mother to lend her a pipe, Zondag also went into the kitchen ; and
as soon as he was fairly inside, Amelia heard him and Peggy begin to quarrel. Amelia
told them both to quit the yard; they went, and Amelia saw nothing more until she heard
a number of children laughing on the dam. Amelia looked out of tlie window, and saw
Peggy’s tray lying on the ground, Zondag was standing near to her. Cannot say who threw
down her tray; did not see Zondag ill-treat Peggy.

ResuLt. — Referred to the Fiscal, to have the necessary measures taken to punish
Zondag, for the assault.

Complaint, No. 18.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, July 16th, 1829.

Zubli, belonging to Plantation Smithson’s Place, states,—That he is a carpenter, pur-
chased at Dr. Broer's sale; that he has since said sale been similarly employed till Saturday
last, when he was ordered to weed grass in the field. Zubli said, he was not able to do it,
and refused to go ; he was therefore confined in the dark room till next morning, when he
was called out to his allowance. After taking it he was informed he was to return to his
confinement, he, on hearing this, absconded till night. Monday momm%‘ he was flogged
and afterwards put in the dark room, where he remained till this morning ( hursday).

July 17th.—Mr. Williams, in answer to the foregoing complaint, states,—On Saturday
Zubli was directed to go to the field ; he stated he was a carpenter and did not know the work ;
Mr. Williams told him he would soon learn. Still Zubli refused to go, and absented himself
during the whole of that day. On Sunday morning, the overseer, Mr. Killup, saw him in the

ard, and directed he should be placed in solitary confinement. Zubli escaped, and was away
the whole of Sunday. On Monday morning he was brought to the overseer by one of the
slaves, and put in confinement just as Mr. Williams arrived on the estate. Mr. Williams
directed he should be liberated and proceed to his work in the field ; at_the same time
observing, he must certainly be punished for absenting himself from his work on Saturday.
Zubli went away, but did not go to his work the whole of that day. On Tuesday morning
Zubli was caught and sent over to Plantation Prospect, where Mr. Williams then was.
Mr. Williams requested to know from Zubli, why he had absented hi}nself for the last few
days, instead of going to his work. Zubli said it was to avoid work in the ﬁc_eld, and ‘stated
it was his determination not to do field work. Mr. Williams remonstrated with Zubli upon
the folly of his conduct, and offered even then to forgive Zubli if he would go quiet to his
work. Zubli refused, upon which Mr. Williams ordered him to receive twenty stripes; he
was put in the hospital afterwards with the sick, there to remain until he should be perfectly
capable of returning to his work. . .
ubli was required to say if he had any answer to Mr. Williams’s statement, or if he
denied the truth. He answered, it was true; but he did not like to work in the field.
Zubli was reprimanded severely, and directed to go to his work.
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Complaint, No. 19.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, July 16, 1829,

BERBICE. Cornelia, belonging to J. Hopkins, states,—That she is a leper, and that her master has
\————— given her a pass to look for a person either to purchase or hire her. She complains, that
Report from she is not able to do any thing on account of this disease.
Deputy Protector  The following Letter was written to his Honor the Fiscal.

f Sl .
o haves SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, July 16th, 1829.

THE slave Cornelia has lodged a complaint at this office, against her master Jno. Hop-
kins, for compelling her to go about the country to look for work, she being leprous, and
incapable of labour, in consequence of having lost some of her extremities from that disease.
I now send Cornelia, to inform your Honor of the particulars of her case, and request that
Mr. Hopkins may be dealt with according to law, for not having transferred this slave to the
asylum provided by the Colonial Government for her reception; and for having forced her
to search for work when she is incapable of performing any. And I cannot avoid at the
same time, noticing the danger to be apprehended by those persons with whom she has
come in contact since leaving her master’s residence. ’ :

Part 1L

1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(signed) Ck' Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Complaint, No. 20.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 18th July 182g.

Rosy, working on Plantation Providence, states,—On Thursday last she was working in
the field ; at the place she was working the rats had eaten the canes. The overseer came
there and asked who had been eating the canes; Rosy said the rats had done so; the
overseer said, no, it must have been Rosy who had eaten them, and he ordered her to be put
in the hand-stocks. When Rosy was let out she went to her master, Mr. Maurenbrecher, to
complain. Mr. Maurenbrecher sent her back to the estate, with a request that she might
be again put into the hand-stocks, and the manager ordered her to be put in,

- At Plantation Providence, Monday, 20th July 1829.

Mr. M‘Kenzie, the manager, being called upon to answer the foregoing complaint, stated,
—On Thursday the woman, Rosy, was found by the overseer, Mr. Robinson, eating canes
instead of doing her work ; the overseer sent her to me in charge of one of the other women.
When Rosy got near to the buildings she escaped from the woman who had her in charge,
and hid in one of the cane fields; nothing more was seen of her until she returned
from her master, Mr. Maurenbrecher, when she was put into the public stocks for twenty
minutes. The manager denies having punished Rosy at all on Thursday, and that he did
not even see her when she was sent from the ficld by the overseer.

J. Robinson, the overseer, states,—He sent Rosy from the field for cutting the canes;
she had cut several nearly ten feet in length ; the work he had directed her to perform, was
to free the canes from trash. Confirms the statement of the manager, as to Rosey’s running
away on the road home. ‘

Rosey admits that portion of her complaint, which represents her to have received
punishment on Thursday, to be untrue.

The complaint was dismissed.

Complaint, No. 21.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, July 20, 1829.

INFORMATION havin{% been received that there is a woman named Judith (afflicted with
the dropsy) now in the Winkel department, who is entitled to her freedom, because she is by
the mother’s side descended from the Aborigines of the country, the Deputy Protector pro-
ceeded to her dwelling, and received the following statement : '

Judith, a slave belong];ng to the Winkel establishment, states,—She is of Indian descent,
her grandmother was a Buckeen of the Ackoway tribe, and named Jarverie. She was taken
prisoner in a war with other Indians, and sold to the whites; after being so sold, Jarverie
had a child, named Quabientge, who Judith states was her mother. This happened in
Governor Copierz’s time. Judith says, her mother and grandmother belonged to the slaves
owned by the Dutch government. Judith says, she has now five children, named Jacob,
Paul, Egleton, Leah and Jannetge ; and names as witnesses to the facts now stated, the free
man La Rose, the free woman Santge, and the slaves Roxanna and Gabriel, attached to the
Winkels.

July 21st.

The free man La Rose, remembers Quabientge, the mother of Judith, she was a yellow
coloured woman, but cannot say if her mother Jarverie was a Buckeen, because he never
saw Jarverie. Witness thinks it likely Quabientge was from an Indian mother, on account
of her colour and general appearance. Witness states, it was customary under the Dutch

government
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government to purchase Indians for slaves, and particularly those taken by the other tribes
1n war.

The free woman Santge, called, and sworn; says,—She knew Jarverie at the Old Fort,
she was a Buckeen; it was a well known fact that she was sold by another Indian, who had
made her captive. Witness remembers perfectly that Jarverie belonged to the body of
slaves then owned by the Dutch government; witness deposes, that Jarverie had a child
named Quabientge, and that this 6uabientge was the mother of Judith, the present slave,
who is attached to the Winkel department. ‘

Roxanna, a slave, belonging to the Winkel department, and certified by the Reverend
John Wray, as competent to give evidence on oath, called, and sworn ; deposes,—That she
knew Jarverie at the Old Fort, she was a Buckeen ; witness’s uncle married Jarverie, and

was tL. father of Quabientge, by Jarverie. Quabientge had also children, of whom Judith

is the only one now remaining alive. At the time witness knew Jarverie, she belonged to
the Dutch government here, and was its slave at the time of her death.

Gabriel, a slave, belonging to the Winkel department, and on the Register of Slaves
competent to take an oath, called and sworn; deposes,—That he knew Quabientge, he
knew her from her childhood ; but he never saw Jarverie, he has often heard that she was an
Indian woman. Quabientge was of a yellow colour, and was the mother of Judith, now a
slave in the Winkel department.

The manumission of the applicants will be forthwith advertised.

Complaint, No. 22.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 22d July 1829.

Nancy, belonging to Plantation Allness, states,—She formerly was in habits of intimacy
with Mr. M‘Donald, the present manager of Plantation Waterloo, and that she is in fact
with child by him. Last Friday she went to Plantation Waterloo, and found a slave, named
Clarissa, in Mr. M‘Donald’s bed; she, Nancy, went up stairs, and was about striking
Clarissa with a yard measure, when Clarissa laid hold of the stick and struck her, Nancy,
withit. Mr. M‘Donald then went up, and beat Nancy with his horse-whip out of the house.
Nancy went to Mr. Barry’s house, where she stopped until Monday. On Monday, Fanny
went into Mr. Barry’s house, and, in presence of II)Vlary Barry, beat Nancy with a shoe, be-
cause she had quarrelled with her daughter Clarissa.

The Deputy Protector reprobated, in strong terms, the conduct of the whole of the parties
concerned in this disgraceful transaction, and contrasted the rights enjoyed by a married
woman, with the treatment to which a concubine is subject; he also pointed out and ex-
plained to Nancy the law recognizing the marriage of slaves, and the privileges that solem-
nity secured to them, the advantages she would derive from being lawfully married ; and
exhorted her to quit the immoral life she has hitherto pursued.

This case was referred to the Fiscal.

Complaint, No. 23.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, July 22d, 1829.
Philander, belonging to H. M‘Kay, states,—Last Saturday week he came to town by
ermission of his master; Philander was to have returned on the next Sunday evening,
Eut he stopped in town until Tuesday ; when he went back his master threatened to punis
him. Phi{)ander then ran away, and has been absent until now; and he requests he may
receive a Letter forbidding his master to punish him. ] )
The Deputy Protector told Philander he could not do so ; but if he wished, he would give
him a pass which would secure him from molestation whilst on his return to his master.
Philander assented, and received the pass.

Complaint, No. 24.
Deputy Protector’s Office, July 29th, 1829.

Peggy Littledale, attended at the office, and stated,—That her mother, Mary Katz, was
formerly the slave of Mr. Katz. When Peggy was a little girl, Mr. Katz permitted her
mother to go and work for her own benefit, and told her that he then gave her and her (:,hnld
freedom; this boon, however, was never secured to Mary and her daughter by any written
document, yet they quitted the estate, Vryheid, and came to town, where they have since
lived. Peggy says, neither her nor her mother have ever received any allowance in the shape of
food or clothing from their former master since they left Vryheid, and that they have always
been considered as free people. Peggy is now living with Mr. Rothier, as his housekeeper,
and has three children, named Peter, Cornelius Jacobus, and Jghanqa Catharina, gnd wishes
to obtain for herself and children a deed of manumission, which will place her title to free-
dom beyond all question. Peggy produced in supﬁort of her assertions, a certificate from
the Registrar of Slaves, setting forth that neither she nor her children are upon the registry
of slaves, .

An application will forthwith be made for authority to advertize, through the Gazettes,
the formal manumission of these people.
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Complaint, No. 25.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, July 31st, 1829,

THE slave, Sally, belonging to Miss Jessy Till, attended at the office and requested the
Protector’s assistance in recovering two accounts due to her by free persons ; namely,

Quashie Moleson - - - - - - f6 -
Fredrick Aron - - =~ = - -7 5
-f.23 5.

Letters were written to the employers of these people requesting them to stop the above
amount from their wages.

August 4th.—Sally again called, and stated,—That the Protector gave her Letters the
other day, one to Mr. Bertoccini and one to Mr. Charles Ross, demanding money due her by
Quashie Moleson and Fredrick Aron; that Mr. Semple paid her, Quashie’s, amount, but
Mr. Ross refused to do so for Fredrick, unless Fredrick consented to it. Fredrick said, he
would not allow Mr. Ross to do so, as Sally had complained to the Protector, and he defied
her to compel him to pay.

Sally admitted, on being questioned, that the debt due was for goods sold for her mistress,
and that the money when paid would be given to her mistress and not to herself. The Pro-
tector therefore told Sally, that if the debt had been due to herself, he would of course use
every exertion to recover it, but that he had nothing to do with those debts due to her mis-
tress. He also explained to Sally, thatas she had with her mistress’s consent sold the goods
on credit, her mistress had no right to punish Sally on account of Fredrik’s refusal to pay.

Note.— August 4th, 1829.—An opposition was entered by John Cameron, qq., this day,
against the manumission of Daphnis, who claims his freedom in consequence of his grand-
mother being an Indian woman. ) .

Daphnis was sent for, and desired to try, if he could find further evidence of his origin
previous to the day of trial.

Complaint, No. 26,

Deputy Protector’s Office, 4th August 182g.

Richard, employed by J. B. Walraven, complains,—That he is sick and unable to work,
notwithstanding which Mr. Walraven insists upon his performing the usual task given to the
other slaves.

The outward appearance of Richard denoted good health rather than sickness; but the
medical practitioner of Mr. Walraven being the proper evidence of this fact, the case was
referred to the District Assistant Protector of glaves, G. Lowenfeld, to ascertain, by the
usual examinations, whether Richard is capable of doing work or not, and how much.

Complaint, No. 27.

Deputy Protector’s Office, 6th August 1829.

George, belonging to Mr. Chesney, the manager of Plantation Profit, complains,—That
he is sick and cannot perform the work his master gives him. George states, he is a field
labourer ; says he has not been punished for failing to do his tasks, but wishes his
master may be prevented from giving him too much work. Cannot tell the nature of the
complaint he has ; it however affects his stomach, which is at times extremely painful to him,

The following Letter was addressed to the Assistant Protector of the district and given to
George, with instructions to deliver it to him personally.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector of Slaves, to W. Vass, Esq.
Assistant Protector of Slaves.

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 6th August 1829.

THE bearer, whose name is George, complains against the manager of Plantation
Profit for directing him to perform tasks he is unequal to, in consequence of sickness. Will
you have the goodness to ascertain from the medical attendant of Plantation Profit, what
digease George is afflicted with ; and, if you conceive he is over-worked, direct the manager
of that estate to lessen the task allotted to him for the day, until it be proportionate with his
ability to perform.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(signed) Charles Bird,

Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Complaint, No. 28.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 10th August 1829,
Lydia, belonging to Plantation Nieuw Vigilantie, states,—Mr. Mittelholzer says that
my child is one year old, and that I must wean it; I think the child is too young.” Some
day last week I did pot finish my task of weeding grass, and I was confined the next day in
the
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the house-stocks, from six in the morning till eleven o’clock; the following day also I did
not finish my work, and was again to be confined ; at eleven o’clock I came home from the
field, and was confined till five o’clock next day ; 1 complained that my hands were swelled
from the confinement in the stocks, and was therefore put in the sick-house with my child.

H. C. Mittelholzer was summoned to answer this complaint.

11th August.—Mr. Nooteboom, overseer of Plantation Vigilantie, in consequence of the
sickness of the manager H. C. Mittelholzer, attended, and stated,—The assertion of Lydia,
that she has been compelled to wean her child, is untrue; the child 4s close to her both day
and night ; when Lydia works in the field, there is always an old woman or a boy to take
charge of the child ; there is an old house in the field. Deponent further states,—That it is
sheer laziness which has induced Lydia now to complain ; and exhibits the Record of the
Plantation’s Punishments, for inspection, where Lydia’s name is certainly very frequently
noted for idleness.

The slave Edward, driver of the female gang, deposes to the constant laziness of Lydia;
and that as to the bad treatment of herself or child, it is untrue. States also,—That her
child is with her both day and night.

Lydia being asked, if she had any thing to advance against the evidence of the overseer
and driver, said, No ; her hands were heavy, and she did not want to work.

This complaint was dismissed.

Complaint, No. 29.
11th Aungust 182g.

Aaron, belonging to W. H. Hackmann. On Monday last he got sick, the doctor ordered
him medicine, and directed him to move about, and not stand still ; Tuesday, his master
gave him a hoe to weed the yard, Aaron said, he could not stand up, and therefore he did
not work with the hoe. His master therefore put him in the stocks, and kept him confined
until the afternoon. The next day Aaron went to his work, and did it properly ; his master
had applied a blister to the side where he complained of pain, and Aaron was confined in
the hospital every night till this morning, as a punishment for not working on Tuesday.

12th August 1829.—Mr. Hackmann, in answer to the foregoing complaint, says,—On
Sunday, the 2d instant, Aaron was quite well, and had some plantation guls in his house;
he was intoxicated. On Monday, Mr. Hackmann did not find him at his work, and inquired
where Aaron was; the other negroes said he was in his house. Mr. Hackmann went there,
and asked what was the matter, he said his leg hurt him. Mr. Hackmann sent for the
doctor, who gave him some ointment to rub it with, and ordered him to remain in the hos-
pital, but not to sit, to be moving about. Aaron would not go into the hospital ; Mr. Hack-
mann threatened to have him taken there, but as socon as he heard this, Aaron got up and
walked away, as if nothing was the matter with him. Mr. Hackmann then said, as he was
not able to do his usual work, he could pick the sour grass out of the Guinea grass in dry
weather. He refused to do any thing; and as Mr. Hackmann was conscious that it was
very dangerous that he should remain without moving, he ordered him into the bed-stocks,
from nine o’clock till three o’clock, with one leg, the hospital being open. After being
repeatedly offered to be let out, if he would stir about, he said he would walk, and was
liberated. The third and fourth days he did nothing during the day, and was lodged in the
hospital, which is shut during the night; the fifth day, the doctor laid on (at his Aaron’s
request) a blister, and he remained in the hospital at night. On the seventh, he said he was
a little better, and Mr. Hackmann told him Ee might assist the slave Andries, in clinching
nails. It was with the view of leaving the hospital on Saturday, that he went to report he
was better ; he received his full allowance, but continued to sleep in the hospital. Aaron
has not done any work since the second instant, but merely for the sake of moving about,
he has assisted Andries, in order that his leg might not get stiffened past recovery.

Aaron had nothing to urge against this explanation, but admitted it to be just. The com-
plaint was therefore dismissed.

Complaint, No. 30,

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 15th August 1829.

Ferdinand, belonging to Plantation Nieuw Vigilantie, complains,—That yesterday the
overseer, Mr. Nooteboom, directed him to complete before night the work of three women,
which had been by them left unfinished the day before; and threatened, if he did not get
through it, he would have him punished at night. Complainant states, that the work which
the women had left unfinished was so much that it could not possibly be completed by him
within the time allowed by Mr. Nooteboom ; that complainant worked at it until ten o’clock,
and seeing that he must inevitably be regorted in the evening,and run the risk of the threatened
punishment, he set off to town to make his complaint. Says, he did not finish a proper day’s
work yesterday before he quitted the estate, because, if he had remained lon enough to do so
the driver would have been on the spot, and he, the complz}mant, coqld not have come away.

The following Letter was given Ferdinand, with iustructions to deliver it in person.
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LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector of Slaves, to F. Nicolay, Esq.
Civil Magistrate, Third District, River Berbice.

SIR, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 15th August 1829,

THE enclosed is the minute of a complaint of a slave, belonging to Plantation Nieuw Vigi-

lantie, which rekts entirely upon the simfle question, whether the work given him to perform

yesterday, was a fair task or not; may I request that you will have the goodness to inspect
the work of which he domplains, and decide this point.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
(signed) Cha' Bird,
Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Complaint, No. 31.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 15th August 1829.

Jacob, belonging to Sandy Jones, says, —That some time ago he hired a room in an out-
house, from Kate M‘Donald, at the rate of f.4. per month; on the 2d of June last Kate
M‘Donald went to live in the country, and, previous to going, offered Jacob the occupancy of
her own dwelling, at the same rent J}Y f.4. per month, on the condition of his taking great care
of the house with its furniture till her return ; to this Jacob agreed and took possession of the
tenement. Yesterday Kate M‘Donald came to town, and demanded from Jacob rent at the
rate of 11 guilders a month; Jacob demurred to pay it, and declared he would stick to his
original aireement; hereupon Kate M‘Donald turned him out of the house, and refuses to give
up either his clothes or furniture, as well as those belonging to his wife.

Kate M‘Donald was summoned to answer the complaint.

This case turned out to be one relative to matters of account between the parties, which
had outrun their powers of computation. The sums due to each were fairly adjusted, and
the parties went away, apparently satisfied. '

Complaint, No. 32.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, August 18, 1829.

Dapkhnis, in compliance with the directions given to him on the 4th August, attended,
with the witnesses Carolina and February.

The free woman Carolina, called and sworn, says,—She knows Daphnis; his mother was
a mulatto, named Annaatje ; the mother of Annaatje was an Indian woman, of the Accoway
tribe ; witness has, however, forgotten her name; at the time she knew her, witness was
about thirteen years old, and was living together with the mother of Annaatje, upon Planta-
tion Cornelia Jacoba, up the river; witness is positive as to her being an Indian woman;
witness has always been intimate with the family of Daphnis; she was the fosterdam of
Daphnis’s sister. .

ebruary, a slave, belonging to the Winkel department, states,—He remembers the

grandmother of Daphnis perfectly well, but it is so long a time ago, that he has also for-
gotten the name ; she was an Accoway Indian; at the time he (witness) knew Daphnis’s
grandmother, she belonged to Plantation Cornelia Jacoba; he (witness) was at that time a
slave belonging to Savonette. Witness further deposes, that Daphnis is the son of a
daughter of this Indian woman.

Complaint, No. 33.

Deputy’s Protector’s Office, 26th August 1829.

THE slaves Pasopand Dorothea attended, to ask advice under the following circumstances :
—They belonged to a Mr, Bakker, who at his death directed they should be permitted,
by his executors, to work in future for their own benefit; that they should be at liberty
still to reside on the premises rent free ; but that they were liable to be called upon by the
executors to assist in cleaning the yard, and repairing the buildings upon it, whenever the
same should be necessary.

Pasop and Dorothea say,—That one of the executors has lately told them, there is no
money left in his hands belonging to the estate of the late Mr. Bakker, and that therefore
they must now pay their own taxes. Pasop and Dorothea think they ought not to be com-
pelled to do this, unless the executors will consent to their manumission.

A communication was made to Mr. Nieuwenhoven, (the executor,) to inquire if he will
consent to the manumission of Pasop and Dorothea, upon their undertaking to live entirely
at their own cost and charge from the moment of becoming free.
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No. 34.
Berbice, 26th August 1829.
The following Letter, enclosing the Minute of a Complaint, was received from the
Assistant Protector of Slaves for the East Bank, District of Cange:

SIR, Plantation Prospect, 25th August 1829,
1 Beg leave to submit the enclosed document for your consideration.
1 am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
_ C. Bird, Esq. (signed) Thos. Williams,
Deputy Protector o Slaves. Assistant Protector of Slaves.

Statement of a Complaint preferred by five negroes, named Adam, Schwiers, Garrett,
Ross, and France, belonging to Plantation Reliance.

Berbice, 19th Agust 1829.

Adam states,—Last night I was throwing grass, the people were laughing, for sake some-
body * break wind.” The overseer, Mr. Chalmers, asked Schwiers who it was? He said he
did not know. Mr. Chalmers then pick out we five, and said if we did not tell who break
wind, he would put us in the stocks. We said we did not know, and was locked in the sick
house top till this morning, when manager asked me who break wind lest night? me say,
massa, me don’t know who that ; he say, if me no tell him he will flog me ; me say, I can’t
help so long me don’t know., He then flogged me; then me say, well, so long you flog me
for nothing I must make a complaint.

Schwiers, the same. Ross, the same.
Garrett, ditto. France, ditto.

Statement of Mr. Thomas Gray, Manager of Plantation Reliance; viz—On Wednesday
evening the driver stated to me, that the five men who complain, were guilty of indecent con-
duct in presence of the overseer, on which he had ordered them into confinement, but they
resisted or refused, and were brought to me; I then ordered them to be put in the hospital
till the morning, when 1 would_investigate the affair, telling them, 1 considered it a very
gerious offence. Next morning I called the overseer (Mr. Chalmers) in their presence, who
stated,—That upon enquiring for the driver, the above offence was committed, followed by a
loud roar of laughter, which continued for some time ; he being convinced it was one of the
complainants, enquired which of them it was, but they declined to inform him, upon which
he ordered all five to be confined; and upon their refusing to be confined, they were
brought to me by the driver, and I ordered them in the hospital. In the moring I
enquired of each of them, who was the author; at the same time assuring them, if the author
was.given up, he alone would be punished ; but if they persisted in refusing, I would punish
the whole, which I ultimately did on their declining to give up the author, althoug‘)n they
allowed the offence was committed.

Statement of Mr. Chalmers, Overseer on Plantation Reliance ; viz—On the evening of
Wednesday, part of the gang had assembled for the purpose of throwing grass. I was in
the boiling-house, and went to the door and enquired for the driver; one of the people
answered he was gone to the sick-house; immeﬁiately afterwards one of the complain-
ants, who were sitting by themselves, « broke wind,” and the others immediately joined,
together with the whole gang, in a loud laugh, for the purpose of insulting me. [ am
convinced it was one of the five who complain. After silence was obtained, and the driver
returned from the hospital, I ordered the driver to put the five complainants in the stocks
for the night; they however refused, and went to the manager, who ordered them in the
sick-house. In the morning the manager investigated the complaint, and endeavoured to
find which of the five it was, but they all denied it was either of them, though they admitted
the offence was committed ; they were consequently flogged.

The annexed Complaint and Examinations, are correct verbatim copies taken before
me, the 20th, 21st and 24th August 1829.

(signed)  Tho' Williams, Ass* Protector of Slaves.
This case was referred to the Public Prosecutor, to consider whether there are not suffi-

cient grounds to prosecute Mr. Gray, for flogging the complainants, because they refused to
disclose the name of the person who committed the indency complained of by him.
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No.2.—ABSTRACT of OrrexcEs committed by MALE and FEMALE PLANTATION SLaVES in the
Colony Berbice, made up from the Returns of Punishments forwarded to the Protector of Slaves by
the Assistant Protectors of the several Districts, from 1st January to 30th June 1829; showing
the nature of the Offences, the Number of Slaves committing the same, the nature of the Punish-
ments, and the Total Number of Offences and Punishments.

Mal Males and
" :s 4 Females
NATURE OF OFFENCES. Males. | Females | P10 1 coufined | TOTAL.
ook in Stocks
logging: | o otherwise.
Attempting to murder - - . - - — - — — —_
Attempting to poison - - - - - —_ — -_ —_ —
Attempting to commit suicide - - — —_ — —_ —_
Attempting toravish « - - - - 6 }- - 4 2
Cutting others with cutlasses - - - - 1 4
Incendiaries - - - - - - — -_ —_ -— —_
Killing and destroying stock - - - . -— -_— -— — —
Cruelty to animals - e e - . 8 t{- - 1 7 8
Housebreaking and stealing - - - - 13 1 11 3 14
Theft, petty larceny - - - - 131 33 69 95 164
Sheep, hog and poultry steahng - - 8 |- - 6 2 8
Conniving at theft and aitempting to steal - 11 2 6 i 13
Receiving stolen goods, knowing them to be such 1 4 2 6
Striking manager - - - @« - -} 1} - 1 1
Biting overseer - - - - - -_— — - - —
Striking overseer - - - - = . —_ —_ — — —
Striking driver - - - - - - 1 3 1 3 4
Biting driver - - - - - - — - —_
Holding and tearing drlver s sbu‘t - - - _ - —_ —_ -
Raising cutlass agalnst driver - - - 1 |- - 1 - - 1
Resisting manager in dxscharge of his duty - 5 |- - 4 1 5
Breaking stocks - - - - O - 1 - - 1
Refuging to work - - - - - - 81 8o 2y 134 161
Disobedience - - - - - - 256 134 9o 300 390
Insolence - - - - - - - 151 157 43 265 308
Insubordination - - - - - - 50 25 24 51 75
Abusive language to owners, &e. -. - - 4 5 ] Vi 9
Absconding and running away from work - 142 32 79 095 174
Encouraging others to abscond - - - 4 |- - 4 - - 4
Inducing the gang to turn out late - - - 1 |- - 1 - - 1
Contemptuous behaviour and language - - 18 8 10 16 26
Mutinous language - - - - - 1 |- - 1 - - 1
Quarrelling - - - - - - 22 19 12 29 41
Quarrelling and ﬁghtmg - - - - 62 77 13 126 139
Scalding others - -« . . . . 6 4 3 7 10
Beating others - - - - - - 18 10 9 19 28
Biting others . - - - - -1- 4 |- - 4 4
Maltreating children - - - - - 2 1 |- - 3 3
Attempting to strike a whiteman - - - —_ -— — - -—
Lying with other men’s wives - 5 |- - 5 . - 5
Seducing and attempting to seduce other men’s - - 2
wives - - - - - - - 2 - - 2
Committing fornication - - - - - — -— — -— —_
Infidelity to husbands - - - . - 5 |- - 5 5
Infidelity to wives S 2 |- . 1 1 2
Father selling daughter to prostitution - - — -— -— — —
Drunkenness - - - - 66 3 40 29 69
Bad work - - - - - . 420 700 116 1,004 1,120
Neglecting duty and insufficient work - - 1, 775 280 1,606 1,886
Neglecting stock - - - - - - 39 1 18 22 40
Neglecting to throw grass - . - - 15 8 2 21 23
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Abstract of Offences committed by Male and Female Plantation Slaves—continxed. Pant 11
Males Males and BERBICE.
. Females
NATURE OF OFFENCES. Males. | Females. | ™' | conined | TOTAL. Report from
by in Stocks Deputy Protector
Flogging. | or otherwise, of Slaves.
Not coming to work in proper time - - - 148 187 22 313 335
Neglecting prayers - - . - — - - S 09
Introducing rum on estate - - - - 1 |- - 1 R . 1
Refusing to keep Sabbath-day - - - - — — — _ _
Riding mules at night - - - - - — — . _ _
Idleness, laziness and indolence - - - 219 162 50 331 381
Leaving estate at night - - - - - 16 4 6 14 20
Atsenting from hospital - - - - 16 7 4 19 23
Neglecting sores - - - - - . — — — . -
Refusing to take medicine - - - - - 1 |- . 1 1
Eating dirt, charcoal, &ec. - - - - — — —_— _ _
Neglecting person~ - -« - - 6 1 3 A y
Neglecting gardens - - - - - - — — —
Setting a bad example to chlldren - - -] - 1 |- - 1 1
Selling and destroymg clothes furmshed by a 2
owners - - - - - - 2
Selling and destroying workmg utcnslls - - 5 |- - 5 - - 5
Riotous conduct - - - 26 15 11 30 41
Breaklng carts - - - - - 1 - -few - 1 1
Harbouring runaways - = - = — —_ —_ — —
Preventing others from working - - - g 5 2 5 v
Breaking hospital and aldmg others to get out of\ . 1 .
stocks 1 - - -
Cutting and stealing canes - - - - 8 10 1 17 18
Practising obeah - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - 1
Lying aud false swearing I . 12 1 6 v 13
False complaints - - - - - - 12 3 5 10 15
Indecent language and behaviour, and swearing,} 6 6
&e. - - - . - - - . 3 3 |- -
False pretence of sickness - - - - 5 5 1 9 10
Cutting and eating dead cattle - - — — - — —
Carelessness in not guarding against fire - - 9 4 6 7 13
Il treating women or wives - - - - 8 1- - 4 4 8
Torar - - -1 3173 | 2,499 1,025 4,647 5672
Males Males and
Males, | Females, | Ponished | Females | qpopyy
by confined
Flogging. | in Stocks.
Offences and Punishments during the six months
endingagx Di'cl:ngl;nmgri"” g snemen } 3,320 | 2,313 | 1,18 4,515 | 5633
compared with
The subsequent half-year ending 30 June 1829 | 3,173 2,499 1,025 4,647 5,672
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BERBICE. No. 3.—LIST of AcTIoNs instituted by the Deputy Protector on behalf of Slaves, before the
Courts of Justice, from 1st March to the 1st September 182g.

Report from
Deputy Protector
of Slaves. Complaint, No, 5.

Daphnis versus the Proprietors of Plantation Highbury, for Manumission.
This action is still pending.

No. 4.—LIST of Casgs referred to His Honor the Fiscal, in his capaéity of Public Prosecutor,

Complaint, No. 6.

The negro Quaco versus his master, J. C. Dehnert.

Complaint, No. 22.

The negress Nancy, attached to Plantation Allness, versus A. M‘Donald, manager of
Plantation Waterloo.

No. 5—RETURN of Moxigs deposited in the Savings Bank by Slaves on the 1st day of
September 1829.

Date of Deposit. NAMES OF SLAVES, NAMES OF OWNERS. Amount Deposited.
Amount in Deposit on 1st March - - -] 5978 - -

May - - 4 | Zacharias - - - | Winkel Department - - 11 - -
June - - 1 | Jacob Benjamin - -1~ - ditto - - - - 27 - -
£.429-4s.0r f.| 6,006 - -

The above Sums were bequeathed, in case of death, by the parties, in the same manner
as their former Deposits.

No. 6.—LIST of Licensgs for Marriages granted to Slaves, from 1st March 1829 to
1st September 1829.

Date of License. NAMES OF SLAVES. NAMES OF OWNERS. By whom Soleranized.
182g:
Plantation Lonsdale, belong-
March - g | John and Susannah - { ing to William Henery _} Rev. J. Wray.
Aprit - 18 | Abraham and Rosania - |- -ditto- - - ~]-- ditto.
May - - 16 | Plato and Grieta - - |- -ditto - - -  -|- - ditto.
oo - i Plantation Rose Hall, thel] = ..
June 2 | Jacob and Cery L property of W. Alves  -J ditto.

" Plantation Lonsdale, belong-] .
July - - 20 | Tromp and Philida - - ing to William H(’znery gl - ditto.
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No. 7.—LIST of MaNumissions effected in Berbice, from the 1st of March to 1st September 1829.

D “te. Of Name of Slave. Name of Owner. If by Purchase, or otherwise. |Number,
Manumissione
1829:
March - 9| =~ Nan, Sam Bentinck,}
Francis Arthur, Tho- o .
mas, Dolly Ann, .md} John Tapin - ~ | Deed of Gift - -1 6
Mary Ann -
- 9 | Lucy, Elisa Sharp, Jane John M‘Lennan - | - ditto - - =13
- g | Boy Joseph - - - ditto « - | Statu Libera - -1 1
April - 1 | Amelia & her children - .
d Susanna & Diana :} George Munro - -t Wil - - - -1 3
- 1 | William, John, & George Statu Libera - - | Never registered - -l 3
- 1 | Jobn - - - | Wenter & Innes - | By purchase for 2,000f. | 1
- 1 | Adam - - =} G.Gipps, R.E. - | Deed of Gift - =1
- 1 | John - - - - | Mrs, E. Darley - | = ditto - - - 1
- g0 | Margaret - - -] D.C.&J.Cameron- | - ditto - - -] 1
- 30 | Sally (Mula‘l)t,ttﬁ - - | E. S. Bannister - | - ditto - - -]
- 30 | Margaret, William Au- Purchased by H. Dowd
gustus, Margaret Ann C. Rudder - for 600 f.y - ):} 3
June - 3| Leah - - - - | W. Munro - « | Deed of Gift - -] 1
- 3 | Jean (Mulatto) - - | W. Boyle - - Pu:;'(.)l:lased f<-)r mm.mmxs-} 1
- 3 | Thomas (Mustee) - -} W.Katz - - « | Deed of Gift - «| 1
- 3 | William (Mulatto) -} -ditto - - - | - ditto - - - 1
- 3 | James and Edward -« { A.Bartrum - - | - ditto - 'y
- 3 | Elizabeth Apn - - | Eliza & Mary Plant"- Pu;ﬁﬁa?:f 2‘2;.'}3 G Ca: 1
- 19 | Wellemina = - - | J. B. Bouson - - Purchased by M. Bennett | 1
Jul - 13 | = - Helena and four chil-
y dren, JohnWilliam, Tho- , [- - Purchased by the Ex-
4 Plant® Mary’s Hope - | ecutors of the late John o1 5
mas Edw?, George, and l Austin for 4.0 _
Richard - - - or 4,000f. -
- 13 | Negress Present - - | Bella Thompson - Statu Libera - -1
August 10 | Wilhelmina - <] J. Blair, M.P. - - | Of Indian descent -1 1
21 | Pegg Christian - - | T. A. Jones « | Deed of Gift - -1 1
- 21 | - - Susanna and Cecilia . - « Two daughters of
and the former’s chll:1 J. ‘li’laxz,cEsq; N 17_’} Wilhelmina and two)l 4
dren, Alexander & Eliz® est Loast - grandchildren - -
- 26 | Isabella - -  -| R.Semple - <] Deedof Git - -} 1
45

No. 8.—LIST of Persons who are in legal progress of MaNUMIssIOX, on

the 18t September 182g.

Date of Name of Slave. Name of Owner. Whether by P.urchase,ot Number.
Application. otherwise,
1829: )

July - 1 | Christiaan and Kitty - G.Prass= - - Deedof Git - - 3
- 1 | John Thomas - J. Tapin - =~ =~ ditwo - -1 1
- 1 | William and Ehzabeth] ditte - - - Sold for manumlsslon tol| ,

(Mulatto) - -f -a their mother -~ -
= 7 | Pheebe (Mulatto) 7| A.M‘Intosh - - | Deedof Gift - -} 1
- 25 | =« Judith and her ﬁvel "dThes: people a;e of
children, Jacob, Paul . _ |/ Indian descent, and re-
Egleton: Leah, aﬂd Jan- J Winkel Department glstered as Crown pro- 6
netje - -
-- By order of the Lords
- 25 llsoms,l feoxl')ge& })av'd 1 Winkel Department - I Commissioners of H. M. 1 6
aniel, Jaco ames [T reasury - - j
- 28 | Amelia - - |John Beer, dect - - | By purchase 1,200 f -] 1
- 31 | -~ Peggy thtledale, and
three children, named . e : . .
Peter, Cornelis,Jacobus, J W. Katz Statu Libera 4
and Johanna Catherina ‘
- 31 | Barima and her child, C. E. Temon - - | By last Will - -] 2
the Loy Frederick -

August- 25 | Johanna - - - | R.Grant . - | Deed of Gift - -} 1

26
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Parr 1L

BERBICE, No. 9.—LIST of SLAvEs under Catechetical Instruction in the Protestant Missionary Chapel,
— who are supposed competent to give testimony in a Court of Justice, if called upon.

Report from A few of them have been baptised, but in general they are considered as candidates for
Deputy Protector .
of Slaves. Baptism.

NAMES. RESIDENCE. NAMES. RESIDENCE.
Mentor - - | Plantation Lonsdale. Betty . - - | Plantation Rose Hall.
Abraham - - | - Ditto. Monimia - - | - Ditto.

Rosinia - - |- Ditto, Sally - == Ditto.
Troitge _ - | - Ditto. Prescilla - - | Plantation Vryheid.
Louisa - -] - Ditto. Charlotte - - | - Ditto.
Susanna - - | - Ditto. Betsy - - |- Ditto,
Nicholas - - [ - Ditto. Patty - - Ditto.
Leah - - -~ Ditto. Cudjoe - - { - Ditto.
Philida - - |- Ditto. Frances - -|- Ditto.
Thracia - - |- Ditto. Thruth - - | . Ditto,
Francientje - { - Ditto. Bessy - - |- Ditto,
Comnelius - - |- Ditto. Juliet - -1~ Ditto,
John - - <}]- Ditto. Penn - -{- Ditto.
Paulina - - |- Ditto. Cecila - - |- Ditto.
Sarah - -1~ Ditto. Sarah - -1 . Ditto.
Grieta - - |- Ditto. Lemiry - -1} - Ditto.
Elizabeth - -] - Ditto. Bella - - |- Ditto.
Charlotte - -| - Ditto. Felicity - - - Ditto.
Plato - - - | - Ditto. Abigail - ~ 1 - Ditto.
Betsy - -|- Ditto. Ante - - |- Ditto.
Becky - -]~ Ditto. Amsterdam - | - Ditto.
Pelletta - -} - Ditto. Prince - - |- Ditto.
Margaret - - |- Ditto. Tamba - - - Ditto,
Trompt - - | - Ditto. Teresa - - - Ditto.
Thomas - - | Plantation Providence. | Adonis =~ - |- Ditto,
Peggy - - | - Ditto, Daphnis - - |- Ditto.
Teresia - - | Providence. Penny - - - Ditto.
Fanny - - Ditto, Rebit - - | - Ditto.
Sarah - - | - Ditto. Ellen - - | = Ditto.
Dianah - - | - Ditto. Belinda - - | - Ditto.
Clarissa - - |~ Ditto. Peggy - - | - Ditto.
Julia - - - | - Ditto. Lais- - - | -~ Ditto.
Rosetta = - | - Ditto. Eve - - - | = Ditto.
Rotterdam - - ] - Ditto. Alida - - |~ Ditto.
Regina - - | - Ditto. . Penelopé - - { - Ditto.
Princess - -1- Ditto. J enny - - 1 - Ditto.
Minky - - 1- Ditto. Toby - - | Plantation Blairmount.
Franky - -{- Ditto. Cupido - - | Balthayock.
Polly - - =} - Ditto. Titus - = { Blairmount,
Caroline - - | - Ditto. Quamina - - | Mr, Blair.
Betty - - | - Ditto. Boatswain - | - Ditto.
Bella - - - | - Ditto. Christmas - | - Ditto.
Charlotte - - | - Ditto. Gordon - = | No. 16, West Coast.
Susanna - - Plan(ation Overwinning.| Jacob - - | Blairmount.
Fanny - -]~ Ditto. The above people belonging to Mr. Blair,
Anna - -1 - Ditto. with several others, read in the New Testa-
Eliza - - - | - Ditto. ment. .
Carolina - - | - Ditto.

Diana - - | - Ditto. Jacob, 4th - - | Winkles.
Jacob - - | Plantation Rose Hall. Harry - - | - Ditto.
Cel'y - - -1~ Ditto. Grietje - -1 - Ditto.
Juno - - -1- Ditto. Fredrik Haedecke| - Ditto.
Venus - - | -~ Ditto. John ditto - |- Ditto.
Maria - -]- Ditto. Jouris ditto - | - Ditto.
Amber - = { - Ditto. Jessy Shanks - | Mr. Shanks.

Many Slaves attend Chapel from Rotterdam, Smithson’s Place, Bellevue, De Brothers,
and other estates, who do not regularly remain to be catechised.

26th August 1829. (signed) John Wray.
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NAMES of Sg.AYEs certified by the Rev. Thomas Rowland, as being sufficiently instructed Part 1L
in the principles of Religion, to understand the nature and obligation of an Oath. —_—

The slave girl - Kitty - - - property of Mrs. M<Intosh. DERBICE.
- Mulatto girl Eiiza - - - - ditto - Mary Gardner.
- slavegirl - Pegg - - - -ditto - - ditto. DRepm; from
- - - woman Frances - - - ditto - Mr. Shanks. ep:;ySIax‘;oetsec tor

- girls - Felicit
- - - Sarah y-
~ - - Famy - -

- }Plantation Vryheid.

v

Maria Louisa
Willaminky
Harriot - -
Lea- - -
France - -
Quabie - -
Jonas - -

Heanry Rose

| Winkel Department.

(I T T T T I I |
(I T T TR I

J

LETTER from M. Bennett, Fiscal, to Charles Bird, Esquire, Deputy Protector.
SIR, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, gth September 1829.

IN reference to the complaints forwarded me by the Protector’s Office, for judicial inquiry
and prosecution, I have the honour to state,—

In the case of Complaint of the negro Quaco, against J. C. Dehnert :

The Fiscal instituted criminal proceedings before the Honourable the Court of Criminal
Justice against the accused, for inflicting punishment on the said slave twice in one day,
and for illegally confining him in the stocks, contrary tolaw. The defendant, J. C. Dehnert,
was convicted of the charges exhibited against him, and was sentenced by the Court to one
month’s imprisonment in the common Jail of the Colony ; to pay a fine of five hundred
guilders, together with costs of prosecution, conviction, and detention.

In the case of the Complaint of the negress Nancy, of Plantation Alness, against
A. M‘Donald, manager of Plantation Waterloo:

This case will be brought before the Honourable the Court of Civil Justice, at its next
ordinary session in the month of October, unless the fine prescribed by law be paid previous
to the meeting of the Court,

In the case of the Complaint of the negroes Adam, Schwiers, Ganett, Ross and France,
of Reliance, against Thomas Gray, manager of said property *
This case is under the investigation and consideration of the Fiscal.
1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

M. Bennett, Fiscal of the Colony.

Ne 4.
DESPATCH from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard,
&c. &c. &e.
SIR, Downing-street, 9th January 1830.
I sAVE received fyour Despatch of the 25th September last, transmitting the Correspondence.
Half-yearly Report of the Deputy Protector of Slaves, with its Enclosures, up to ‘“———u—n
the 31st of August last; and on these Documents I have to make the following

remarks :

Urgent representations have been made from time to time by the Bishop of
Barbadoes to this Department, respecting the want of the means of Religious
Instruction in Berbice, and I am fully sensible of the importance of supplying this
deficiency. But you must be aware, that in the present state of the Colonial
finances, it is utterly out of my power to appropriate any money from the Treasury
of the Colony to this service, and I have no other fund at my disposal from which
aid could be given. I will, however, keep this subject in view, when the arrange-
ments for the union of the Colony with Demerara shall be carried into effect. .

The Reverend Mr. Rowland’s public offer to devote one afternoon in the week
to the instruction of any Slaves whom their owners might choose to send to church,

was commendable, so far as it went, Perhaps a zealous perseverance in all pos-
262, sible
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sible endeavours, to bring the Planters to a sense of their duty in this respect,
might be attended with better success.

The extreme negligence of the practice which, by Mr. Rowland’s account,
appears to have obtained in respect to Baptism, it is to be hoped will never recur.
But it would be desirable to procure some explanation of the causes which led to
the sudden baptism, in 1822, of 290 slaves ; the number of baptisms in any former
year, or in any subsequent year, up to Jum_a 1828, having never exceeded six.
As it is improbable that the slaves so baptized should have made any sudden
progress in Christian knowledge in that year, it would be desirable to ascertain
whether the rite had been unduly omitted before, or whether the mere ceremony
was then performed upon these persons, without the preparation for it which is
essential to the beneficial effect.

Attention should be given to the Rev. Mr. Wray’s suggestion, of authorizing
other days than Sundays at Easter and Whitsuntide, for amusements which are
described as being of a riotous character, and pertaining to African superstitions.

I presume that the Plantations named Dankaarheid, Dageraad and Sandvoort,
and denominated “ Crown Plantations,” are not now the property of the Crown,
but are those Plantations which were some time since delivered over to the
Berbice Association; and subsequently became the property of individuals.

Mr. Wray’s exertions appear to have been zealous and praiseworthy.

On a comparison of the Returns of Punishments, with the model for those
Returns which was transmitted to the Colony, you will perceive, that the State-
ment of the maximum and minimum of the punishment inflicted for each species
of offence, which is comprised in the model, is not given in the other document.
It will be necessary that this omission be supplied.

The results of the cases which are mentioned in the Return of Complaints, as
having been referred to the Fiscal, or to the Assistant Protectors or Civil Magis-
trates in the districts, are not, all of them, to be found in the documents sent.
There is no account, for instance, of the ultimate proceedings in the case of Cor-
nelia, a leprous slave, who complained that her master, John Hopkins, had com-
pelled her to go about the country to look for work, although she had “lost some
of her extremities,” and was entirely disabled by disease. The Deputy Protector
referred this case, on the 16th July, to the Fiscal, in order that Mr. Hopkins might
be dealt with according to law; but the Letter from the Fiscal to the Deputy
Protector, of the gth of September, professing to give an account of the cases
referred to him for judicial inquiry and prosecution, makes no mention of the
complaint of Cornelia. It will be necessary that the result of this case be com-
municated to me. . I have, &c.

(signed) G. Murray.

N° 5.
DESPATCH from Lieutenant Governor Beard to Secretary Sir George Murray,

&e. &e. &e. :
SIR, Berbice, 15th May 183o0.

I HAvVE the honour herewith to transmit the Report of the Deputy Protector of
Slaves, detailing the proceedings in his office from the 1st September 1829 to the
1st of March in the present year. It will be seen that the Act to enable Slaves
to recover small Debts due to them free of expense, is in full operation; there, how-
ever, is some tediousness and delay in carrying on the process of execution by the
Marshal, according to the established forms of the Colony. But I apprehend that the
necessity for resorting to these proceedings will seldom occur, as few people will
be disposed to resist the slave’s demand, when once established by the Protector’s
decision, and the confirmation of it by the Commissaries of the Court of Civil
Justice.

The case of the Winkel slaves claiming freedom on the ground of their being
of Indian descent, alluded to in the Deputy Protector’s Report, was referred by

me to the Lords of the Treasury, in my Letter, dated 13th August 1829Mto
r.
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Jov: Mr. Stewart; an Extract from which I bave now the honour to transmit. I how-
¥ ever have not yet received any instructions from their Lordships on this subject.
It would be a source of great gratification to these slaves to be relieved from their
resent unpleasant state of suspense as early as possible, and therefore I take the
Flberty of submitting their case to your early consideration.
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &e.

. (signed)  H. Beard,

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. to His Excellency Henry Beard, Lieutenant Governor,
&e. &e. &e,

SIR, Deputy Protector of Slaves Office, Berbice, 1st March 1830.

IN obedience to the instructions of the Slave Ordinance, I have the honour to lay before
your Excellency a Report relative to the duties of the Slave Protector’s Ofhice, for the last six
| months ; a period, although unmarked bK any extraordinary circumstance which still remains

unknown to your Excellency, is nevertheless extremely interesting, as being the epoch of
the introduction of the Small Debt Enactment. I shall therefore detail the proceedings
that have taken place under it.

On the 5th of October 1829, an Ordinance to facilitate the recovery of Debts due to
Slaves, was passed, and immediately published for general information. After all classes
had had sufficient time to make themselves well acquainted with the provisions of the Act,
I brought the case of Christina Van Gallez versus Nancy Nietsch, before Commissaries of
the Civil Court, at their monthly meeting on the 7th December, and attended personally, to
give every possible explanation which might have been required respecting it. The Com-
missaries however decreed, that before they would take the application into consideration,
the Deputy Protector must produce in writing, the decision he had previously come to as to
the justice of the slave’s claim. From the discussion which on this occasion took place
in the Court, it seemed to me the Honorable Commissaries wished chiefly for additional
time to consider well what directions they should give, to compel the dcbtor to pay. I there-
fore (although not compelled by the law to do so, and bemng on the spot to give every
information as before stated,) in the expectation such directions would, after so lengthened
a consideration, be most completely effective, conceded, and engaged to furnish the required
document at their then next monthly meeting. On the 4th January 1830, I again brought the
claim of Christina Van Gallez, with five other cases, before the Commissary Court ; the
Commissaries declared, they could find no portion of the enactment sufficiently explicit to
warrant their giving the requisite directions to carry the Deputy Protector’s decisions into
summary effect, and they should in consequence, refer the matter to the Supreme Court at
its ensuing session. After vainly combating this determination, and pointing out that por-
tion of the Act which expressly gives the authority, and enjoins the Commissaries to apply
it, ] was obliged to enter a protest against their proceedings, and retire from the Court.
The following day I addressed your Excellency on the subject, and shortly after received an
! intimation from your Excellency, that the question had, upon the reference of the Commis-
saries, been fully discussed before the Supreme Court, when all doubts were removed.

At the third day’s proceedings before the Commissary Court, on 1st January 1830, the
Deputy Protector’s decisions were confirmed ; and instructions given to the Marshal to
carry them into the most summary execution.

The Marshal, however, on being required to carry these confirmed decisions of the Deputy
Protector, into effect, observed, that the new enactment had not altered the existing form and
manner of summary execution process, and therefore he could only proceed in these cases
according to the manner of proceeding on behalf of persons of free condition. I need not
point out to your Excellency, the tediousness and loss of time thus necessarily consumed
In carrying a sentence for the most trifling sum into effect.

f It is confessedly a great and most important advance, to have reached so far as the passing
a law, which, notwithstanding its deficiency in some of the details, enables a slave, upon
equal, if not in some respects more favourable, terms than a free man, tn enter a court of law,
and recover without any expense whatever a small sum of money which may have been
unjustly withheld from him. The necessity and equity of investing the slaves with such
a privilege, has thus been full[y; and distinctly acknowledged ; and it would be illiberal to

. suppose much reluctance will be manifested by the members of your Excellency’s Council,

:thfo framed so excellent a regulation, to revise those parts of it which are found practically

efective.

Amongst the Complaints of Slaves, will be found only two cases referred to the Fiscal
(Nos. 16 & 28), whose Letter of the 16th ultimo, describes the manner in which they were
disposed of.

Savings Bank.—The Deposits on the 1st September last, were f. 6,010., since then addi-
tional sums amounting to f.301. have been invested, leaving in the whole a total of /. 6,264.
at present in the Bani.

f wenty-four Manumissions have been effected since the 1st of September, and there are
seve6nteen now in progress. I here presume to express a hope, that your Exeellencyb':vxu
202. ring
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bring the claims of the Winkel slaves Jacob, Paul, Egleton, Leah and Jannetje (alias Jabba),
under the notice of the Right Honourable Secretary of State for the Colonies. It may
be in your Excellency’s remembrance that these persons consider they are entitled to freedom
in consequence of being the descendants of an Indian woman named Jarvere. The usual
advertisements, intimating their projected release from slavery, appeared in the Colonial
Gazette, without any legaf opposition being offered thereto ; but, upon the strong represen-
tation of Mr. Scott, the Winkel agent, to which department these slaves are attached, your
Excellency yielded in so far to his request as to delay signing the manumission deeds, until
the matter had been submitted for the consideration of the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury,
and their order received thereupon, No directions have yet, however, arnved, that I am
aware of ; and I am urged by the unceasing applications of these slaves to endeavour to
learn what hope they may indulge of a decision in their favour.

Licenses for the Solemnization of Marriage have been issued to eight couples.

I regret to state the Punishment Records from the estates upon the West Sea Coast did
not reach my office until within the last two days ; it therefore became utterly impossible to
have them recorded in the books appropriated for such purpose, and complete an Abstract of
the whole in time to be submitted with this Report; the At?stract §ha , however, be laid
before your Excellency, together with such necessary observations as it may prove to require,
within the ensuing week. It would greatly facilitate the performance of the Protector’s
duties, if a clear space of two or three weeks elapsed between the delivery of the records at
his office, and the time fixed for him to prepare and make oath to his half-yearly Report.
As the regulation now stands, the records mifglht, without a single exception, be kept back
until the last day in February; whereas the first day of the following month is the day
appointed for the report, abstract, &c. to be given in. )

o additions to the number of slaves already upon the list of those competent to give
Evidence on Oath, have been reported to me by the ministers and teachers of religion, who are
authorized to do so. ‘

I have the honour to be, Sir, .

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,
CHk' Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Sworn to before me, on the 1st day of March
in the year 1830,
H. Beard, Lieutenant-Governor.

(A)
Pro Deo.—At the Monthly Meeting of Commissaries of the Court of Civil Justice,
Berbice, Monday, 7th December 1829, Charles Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves,
represented to the Honourable Commissaries, thata free woman, named Nancy Nietsch,
18 indebted to the slave Christina Van Gallez f. 44. ; that he, the said Deputy Pro-
tector, had summoned Nancy Nietsch to attend at his office, and state any objections
she had to make to the claim of Christina Van Gallez; that she did attend and
acknowledged the debt, but stated her inability to pay the same. The Deputy Pro-
tector told her she must do so forthwith, otherwise he would be compelleg to bring
the matter before the Commissaries at their first monthly meeting.

The Deputy Protector now requests the Honourable Commissaries will confirm his
decision, and give their directions for carrying such decision into summary execution.

The Commissaries requested the Deputg' Protector would furnish a copy of his decision
in writing ; and as it did not appear that he came provided with such written decision, they
referred the consideration of his application until the next monthly meeting.

(A true Extract.) Ja’ Innes, Col. Secr.

(B)

Pro Deo.~At the Monthly Meeting of Commissaries of the Court of Civil Justice,
Berbice, Monday, 4th January 1830, Charles Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves, on
behalf of the slave Christina Van Gallez versus Nancy Nietsch.—The Deputy Pro-
tector of Slaves appeared before the Honourable Commissaries, filed good of Nancy
Nietsch, in favour of Christina Van Gallez, for f.44. with translation thereof.
Minute of proceedings and decision of the said Deputy Protector of Slaves, requirin
the said Nancy Nietsch to pay the said debt forthwith, on pain of being proceede
?‘%amst as directed by the Small Debt Enactment; and now requested that the

onourable Commissaries may be pleased to confirm the said decision, and give
such directions as they may ‘deem necessary for carrying such decision and con-

firmation into the most expeditious and summary execution, agreeable to the said
enactment.

Commissaries refer this case, and the whole of the others intended to be brought before
them this day by the Deputy Protector of Slaves, to the full Court at its next ensuing
sesion, for instructions as to the mode of proceeding to be pursued in such cases by the
Commissaries, '

The
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The Deputy Protector of Slaves declared, with every respect, to note bis protest against
this decree of the Honourable Commissaries, in as much as it is at vaniance with the
publication under the authority of which he appears here, and does not convey the
power to carry his decisions into expeditious and summary execution.

The Commissaries then adjourned.
Thus done and minuted at the Court House, Berbice,
this 4th January 1830. W™ Campbell. G. Prass.

(A true Copy.) Ja* Innes, Col. Sec”.

In presence of
H. Houston, Sworn Clerk.

(C)
EXTRACT from the Small Debt Act, of 5th October 1829.

« And we do further Ordain and Enact, That in all cases where there may arise any
« difficulty in carrying the decision of the Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves, as
« aforesaid into effect, for or on behalf of any such slave or slaves as aforesuid, then and in
« every such case, such Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves, shall at the then next
« monthly meeting of the Commissaries of the Court of Civil Justice, apply to such Com-
« missaries to have such decision confirmed by them, and such directions given by the said
« Commissaries (and they are hereby empowered and enjoined so to do,) as may appear to
« them to be necessary for carrying such decision and confirmation into the most expeditious
« and summary execution, free of any cost or charge for or on behalf of any such slave or
« glaves as aforesaid whatsoever.”

(D.)
LETTER from Charles Bird, Esquire, to His Excellency the Governor.

Deputy Protector of Slaves Office, Berbice,
SIR, 5th January 1830.

IT is with much regret that I am compelled to report to your Excellency the unsuccessful
applications which have been by me made, under the Ordinance for the recovery of Small
Debts due to Slaves, at the two last monthly meetings of Commissaries of the Civil Court.

On the 7th of December 1829, the Honourable Commissaries directed the Deputy Pro-
tector, when he presented the claim of Christina, to furnish his decision thereupon in
writing ; and deferred their confirmation of such decision, as also instructions how to carry
it into effect, until the following monthly meeting, (Document, No. 1.)

From the discussion which took place in Court on this occasion, 1 had every reason to
suppose the postponement was merely for the purpose of affording the Honourable Com-
missaries leisure to determine upon the process to be adopted for giving summary effect to
the decision after their confirmation of it. And, therefore, although the Ordinance does not
render it imperative on the Protector to lay before the Commissaries his own decisions in
writing, and although I was upon the spot for the purpose, as I told them, of giving every
possible explanation relative to the claim, I readily met their wishes, and engaged to furnish
the required written document at the time specified.

At the ensuing monthly meeting (Monday last) 1 attended again, with five decisions upon
the claims of Slaves against free persons; these were in writing, and presented to the
Honourable Commissaries for confirmation ; at the same time instructions were requested
how to carry the decisions and confirmations into effect.. After considerable discussion, the
Honourable Commissaries were pleased to declare they had .no power to put the decisions
into force, and referred the whole of them to the full Court; against this decree I declared,
with all due respect, to note my protest, (Document, No. 2.)

Under these circumstances, I humbly crave the interposition of your Excellency’s autho-
rity, to compel obedience to the Ordinance of 5th October 1829, enacted by your Excel-
lency and Council of Government, which is so admirably calculated to be of benefit to the

slaves. I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,

(signed) Ck Bird,
Deputy Protector of Slaves.
(E.)

Pro Deo.—EXTRACT from the Register of the Proceedings of The Honourable the
Court of Civil Justice of the Colony of Berbice.—Saturday, 23d January 1830.

THE Secretary reported to the Court certain matter referred by the Commissaries of this
Court at their monthly meeting, held on the 4th January instant, respecting the ap{plication
of the Deputy Protecior of Slaves for confirmation of his decision in the cause of « Christina
van Gallez versus Nancy Nietsch,” and others, in conformity with the Act for the recovery of

_Small Debts due to Slaves. Dated 5th October 1829.

The Court consider that the duty of the Commissaries is simply to confirm the decision of
the Protector or Deputy Protector-of Slaves, and to give directions to the Marshal to catry
the sentence into effect in the most summary manner.

(A true Extract.) Ja* Innes, Col. Sec?.
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~ Present,—The Honourable William Campbell and Thomas Williams.
Pro Deo.—At the Monthly Meeting of the Honourable Commissaries of the Court
of Civil Justice of the Colony of Berbice, Monday, 1st February 1830, Charles Bird,
Deputy Protector of Slaves of this Colony, files Extract Minute of the Honourable
Court of Civil Justice, dated 23d January 1830, made in the matter of reference by
the Honourable Commissaries at their last morithly meeting ; now files further decisions
of the said Deputy Protector of Slaves in the following cases, and requests the Honour-
able Commissaries’ confirmation of such decisions, and directions to carry the same into
execution in the most summary manner; viz.—
8 December 1829 :—The slave Claartje, belonging to A. Bertoccini, against the free woman
Grietje ; claim for seven guilders.

18 December 1829:—The slave Jokn Clark, attached to Plantation Golden Grove, against
F. Schmidt; claim for six guilders.

23 December 1829 :—The slave Abel Fraser, belonging to F. H. M‘Kenzie, against John
Schwiers ; claim for twenty-two guilders ten stivers.

23 December 1829 :— Fredrik, a slave, belonging to Plantation de Edward, against Joseph
Ferrell; claim for fifty-five guilders.

5 November 1829 :— Beata, belonging to L. F. Gallez, on behalf of her dauguter Christina,

against Nancy Nietsch; claim, forty-four guilders.

25 January 1830 :—Sally Kitty, a slave, belonging to Polly Ward, against R. Akers; claim

for eighteen guilders..

The Commissaries confirm the said several decisions of the Deputy Protector of Slaves,

and direct the Marshal to carry the sentences into effect in the most summary manner.

Thus done and minuted at the Colony House, New Amsterdam, Berbice. Datum ut supra.

W= Campbell. Th Williams.
(A true Copy.) Ja' Innes, Col. Sec.

In presence of
H. Houston, Sworn Clerk.

COMPLAINTS of SvLaves preferred at the Deputy Protector’s Office, from the
1st September 1829 to the 1st March 1330.

Complaint, No. 1.

Deputy Frotector’s Office, Berbice, 10th September 182g.
Frank, belonging to Mr. Alexander Saul, complains,—That he has received no allowance
from his master, nor money to buy any for the last twenty weeks; complains further, that
some little time ago his master’s horse strayed twice and was put into the jail-yard, and that
he, complainant, was compelled to pay the penalties, amounting to gf. before the horse was
released. Complainant says, he is cook, house-servant and ostler, and whilst attending to
his work the horse broke loose, and it was not in consequence of his inattention the animal
got into the jail-yard ; complains, also, that the horse got loose, and was impounded again
to-day, and his master threatens him with punishment unless he pays for his release.
11th September 1829:—Mr. A. Saul, in answer to the foregoing complaint, says, the
assertion of Frank that he is unprovided with allowance, is not true. Some time ago Frank
quitted Plantation Golspie, ans came with his master to live in town. He at first received
a guilder E’er week for allowance, but he was immediately after seen begging food from
the neighbours. Mr. Saul, upon this, withdrew the allowance of money, ang placed, in
lieu of it, the prescribed quantity of plantains and salt fish, which Frank refused to accept,
insisting upon receiving money. With regard to the second part of the complaint, Mr, Saul
;;aferi to the under-sheriff, who will prove that Mr. Saul pai(f the fees for the horse, and not
rank. '
And as to Frank being ordered yesterday to go and pay the necessary fees to get the horse
out of the jail-yard, it was done with a view to get lgrank away from the house, where he
made a disturbance at the time a child who had recently died was upon the point of being

" taken to the burial-ground.

Mr. Saul admits, that he has sometimes directed Frank to pay for the horse, in the hope
it would make him more careful to prevent its straying; and that he believes the under-
sheriff has now some money belonging to Frank. But Mr. Saul denies, it was ever his inten-
tion to deprive Frank of his money, or make him pay any portion of the fees.

Nancy Cowie and Betsy Wilkinson, stated,~—They had frequently witnessed the offer of
allowance being made to Frank in plantains and salt-fish by his master, but he always
refused to take it.

ResuLr.—The under-sheriff was instructed to return to Frank the money he had received
from him ; and Frank was told the law directed he should receive two bunches of plantains
with a proportionable quantity of fish, each week, for his allowance ; and that his master
coudld not be compelled to give money instead of the fish and plantains, unless he was willing
to do so.
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Complaint, No. 2.
. ) 14th September 1829,

Jem, belonging to N. A, Harris, but at present hired to Mr. Oldfield, complains,—That
he is unwell. This moming Mr. Oldfield gave him a Letter to carry up the coast, to
Mr. Harris ; Jem said he was unwell, and could not-go; when Mr. Oldfield heard him say so,
he began to beat and kick Jem,and wrote upon the back of the Letter to Mr. Harris, that he
would not hire Jem any longer. This transaction occurred in the office of Mr. Hooton, who
was present, together with his clerk.

Mr. Oldfield was summoned to answer this complaint, at one o’clock. Mr. Hooton was
also summoned to give evidence; and Jem was directed to try if he could find other wit-
nesses in the intermediate time.

About twelve o’clock Jem attended, to say he begged to be allowed to withdraw his com-
plaint; that Mr. Oldfield had arranged his dispute with him, and he, Jem, had now no com-

plaint to proceed with, This complaint was at Jem’s request dismissed.

Complaint, No. 3.
_ v 14th September 1829.

Charles, belonging to Mr. Manson, who resides at Plantation Skeldon,—came to prefer a
complaint against his master for punishing him, because he could not work when he was
afflicted with a boil. The complainant was so confused in his account of the matter, and
contradicted himself so frequently in his description of its particulars, that after four patient
hearings (each of which varied most materially from the otﬁer),-it was judged most prudent
to place him with the under-sheriff, until an opportunity presents itself] for his return to his
master, who livesat the other extremity of the Colony, bordering upon Surinam. The motives
for doing so, were clearly explained to Charles, and he was made }‘):lly aware that his discre-
meiIeS' were so glaring, as completely to put it out of the Protector’s power to entertain his
complaint.

Complaint, No. 4.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 14th September 182g.

Nanny, belonging to Cecilia Benjamin, states,—Her daughter Ellen ran away from her
mistress on Wednesday last ; Nanny heard Ellen was in the house of Mr. Cheyney, near
to the back dam, and she went there to take her home; Mr. Cheyney asked Nanny what
she wanted, and on her telling him she wanted her daughter, he went up stairs to brin,
Ellen, but Ellen refused to come; Mr. Cheney called Nanny to go up for her, and they thenall
came down stairs. On reaching the bottom, Nanny told Mr. Cheyney, he ought to have
known better than to secrete her daughter in his house for four days ; upou this Mr. Cheney
got into a rage, and kicked and beat Nanny, and finally pushed both of them out of the

ard. '
y Witnesses, Princess Beresford and Norah, both slaves,

15th September 1829.—Mr. Cheyney and Princess Beresford attended, but although
every search was made in town for Norah, she could not be found.

Princess Beresford, says,—She was at Mr. Cheyney’s yesterday, when Nanny came to
ask Dutchess (a servant in the house) if her daughter was there ; Duchess answered, No;
but Norah said quietly to Nanny, she was up stairs.  As soon as Nanny heard so, she went
into the house for the purpose of bringing her out. Princess advised her to ask Mr. Cheyney

first, to send her out, which Ellen did. Ellen would not come, and Nanny was called by

Mr. Cheyney to take her.

Witness declares,—She did not see Mr. Cheyney strike or kick Nanny; did not hear any
scuffle between them whilst up stairs ; did not hear Nanny cry out or make any noise.

Jno. Cheyney denies that he committed any assault whatever upon Nanny. Admits he
put Nanny and ier daughter out of the {ard, but without the least violence.

This case remains in suspense, until Nanny can produce witnesses to the assault com-

plained of.

Complaint, No. 5.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berhice, 16th September 1829.

Bella, an old woman belonging to Andrew Ross, complains—of having been punished in
the hand and feet stocks, because she interfered when Barron (a slave) was ting her
daughter, to whom he is married, with a rope. = )

17th September.—A. Ross, in answer to the foregoing complaint, says, —Some time ago,
Barron, the husband of Elizabeth, (Bella’s daughter,) went to him to complain that. his
wife was going off the estate to No. 19, where she had an intrigue with another man,
Mr. Ross told Barron to inform her she must not do so, and if she persisted, to bring Eliza~
beth to him and he would punish her; accordingl{, about two weeks afterwards, when Mr. Ross
had retired to bed, Barron came to say his wife had gone again to Plantation No. 19, and
that he had just brought her back. Mr. Ross directed Barron to lock her up; the mother
of Elizabeth, when she heard of it, insisted upon being locked up too, to keep her daughter
company. The next morning, Mr. Ross told Bella, that because she had encouraged and
countenanced her daughter's infidelity, she should quit the Creole house and go to work ﬂi}n’
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the fields; Bella peremptorily refused to do so; and was very saucy, for which she was placed
in the hand stocks for one hour. When Bella was released, she complained of sickness, on
which, instead of going to the field, she was sent to the hospital, and remained there unti}
she came to complain. ) ,

The conduct o¥ Bella, in promoting the licentious pursuit of her daughter, was reprobated,
and the complaint dismissed.

Complaint, No. 6.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 18th September 1829.

Fredrik, Emanuel, Sam, Wednesday, and Billy, belonging to Plantation Herstelling,
complain,—That on Monday last, they were directed by the manager, Mr. Kennedy, to
cut canes ; the field where they were directed to cut the canes had very few canes in it, and
besides, was full of pimplers and grass. The complainants say, they tried hard to cut the
usual cord of canes, Eut were prevented doing so by the impediments they have described.
The manager flogged them on li"uesday morning.

Referred to the Assistant Protector of the district, with the following Letter :

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector of Slaves, to W. Grant, Esq.
Assistant Protector of Slaves.

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 18th September 182g.
Encrosep,. I transmit to you the Complaint of five slaves, belonging to Plantation
Herstelling, made against their manager, and request you will have the goodness to ascertain
the actual quantity of labour performed by them on Monday last, because, if they were
preveated by obstacles, which they had not the power to obviate, from completing the usual
cord of canes, I do not see how the manager could flog complainants for a fault which did

nat originate with them. I have the honour to be, &c.

(signed)  Charles Bird, Deputy Protector.
In reply to this, the Assistant Protector sent information that he had visited the estate,

and found the complainants had not performed any thing approaching to a fair day’s work
on the day in question.

Complaint, No. 7.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 29th September 1829.

Frederika, belonging to J. J. Duval, says,—That her father, named Fredrick, some time
ago died, but previous to his death declared, in the presence of witnesses, that he bequeathed
the slave Jacob, then belonging to him, to Frederika. Frederika also states, That Frederik,
before his death, registered the slave Jacob as be]ongin%lto her, and as she is now about to
dispose of the slave, Frederika requests to know how she is to satisfy the purchaser of her
title to the slave.

Frederika was informed it was too late in the day to search the Records of the Slave
Registrar’s Office, which had been shut at least two hours before, but that it should be
done the next day. Fredrika was also instructed to ascertain what witnesses she could pro-
duce, to prove the fact of her reputed father having declared he bequeathed to her the
slave Jacob.

3oth September 1829.—The necessary inquiries having been made at the Registrar of
Slaves Office, it was there found, the slave Jacob stands as the property of the slave Fredrick,
and no transfer whatever made by him to his illegitimate child Frederika.

Frederika attended with the slave Dorinda, her only witness, who stated,—~She is the step-
mother of Frederika ; that whilst nursing the negro Frederick, when he was sick at Plan-
tation Deutichem, Frederick said, when ﬁe died his slave Jacob should belong to Frederika,
and that Frederika should, out of the profits arising from Jacob’s labour, support her step-
mother Dorinda. Frederick died in January last. = Witness says, no person besides herself
was present when Frederick made this declaration in favour of Frederika. Does not know
if he ever made it in the presence of any other person. ,

Frederika was asked, if she had no further evidence to substantiate her claim, Dorinda
being an interested witness? She replied, there were many persons living at Plantation
Deutichem, who were at different times present when Frederick declare » that after his
death the slave Jacob was to become the property of Frederika.

_The Deputy Protector proposed to Frederika, that she should carry a Letter to the
District Assistant Protector, who resides upon Deutichem, requesting him to ascertain this
fact, and take their depositions. Frederika agreed to the proposition, and_the necessary
communication was given to her, addressed to Mr. Winter.—(Continued at No. 19.)

Complaint, No. 8.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 3oth September 1829,
WITH reference to an application (No. 33) on the 26th August last, which could not be
pursued in consequence .of the sickness of Mr. Meuwenhaven ;—Dorothea came again to
seek advice under the following additional circumstances :

Her
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Her former owner, Mr. Bakker, by his last will, directed that the slaves Pasop and
Dorothea should be at liberty to work for themselves, and that they should be permitted to
reside in a house upon his premises, on the condition, however, of their aiding to repair the
house and weed the yard whenever called upon to do so. Dorothea is now anxious to try if
she can obtain the consent of the heirs of Mr. Bakker to her complete emancipation from
slavery, and, as an equivalent to them, proposes to relinquish her right to occupy the house
on the premises formerly belonging to Mr. Bakker.

Dorothea was told, the consent of her husband Pasop was absolutely necessary, before the
proposal could be submitted to the heirs of Mr. Bakker; and a message was sent to him,
requiring his attendance to-morrow.

15t October 1829.—Pasop attended, and gave an unqualified refusal to part with the pos-
gession of his house ; he says, he would much rather remain in the situation he now is; but
he has no objection to be manumitted, provided he may still be permitted to live in the
house.

A communication will be forwarded to the parties interested, requesting to know whether
they will agree to Pasop being manumitted, and still retain the occupation of the house,

14th November 1829 —An answer was received agreeing to the terms proposed; but
Dorothea now changed her mind, and refused to carry her offer into effect.

After considerable delay, occasioned by Dorothea’s altering her resolution respecting the
house, she at length finaily determined to give it up, and the advertisement of their manu-
missions commenced.

Complaint, No. 9.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 3oth September 1829.

THE slaves Jupiter and Comet, belonging to Plantation Zuidwyk, attended, handing the
following Letter from J. M. Van Vloten, Assistant Protector of Slaves.

LETTER from J. Van Vioten, Esq. to C. Bird, Esq.
« SIR, « Plantation Zorg and Hoop, 29th September 1829.

“ COMING out of the field yesterday, I found two negroes waiting for me, who made
« the following complaint : Jupiter belonging to Plantation Zuidwyk stated,—He was head
“ driver until Friday last, when his master ordered him to be confined for the night, and
“ gaid he would have him flogged next morning, because he, Jupiter, never brought any
* charges to Mr. Nicolson about the negroes under his authority; that he, Jupiter, went
* to be confined; after being in for a short time, Mr. Nicolson sent for him again, dnd
“ ordered him to go to weed next morning ; this order he obeyed, and finished his task on
« Saturday. On Sunday evening he was again called before Mr. Nicolson, who ordered
« him to be confined, and said he would have him flogged next morning, for, when a driver,
“ not bringing in any complaints against the negroes under his charge.

* Jupiter called, as his witnesses, the men Hans, Low or Louw, and Willem, attached to
* Plantation Zuidwyk.

¢ Comet, of Plantation Zuidwyk, stated,—He is plantain watchman; that on Sunday
“ lagt his master sent to call him ; when he appeared before his master, he was ordered to
*“ be confined ; he submitted to this quietly. On Monday morning his master had him
“ brought out, and ordered him to be flogged; that he requested ‘his master to explain
« what offence he had committed, to deserve this; his master refused to tell him, but
“ ordered him to lay down ; that the men, Hans and Scipio, were present, and heard him
“ ask his master repeatedly what he had done to deserve this punishment; but his master
¢ refused to tell him.
“ T kept the complainants with me, and a correspondence took place between Mr. A.
Nicolson and myself; copy whereof you will find enclosed.
“ As Mr. Nicolson appears to think I am wrong in summonin% the complainants and
him to appear before me, I send complainants to you; and beg leave to observe, that I
have no horse, and it cannot be expected that Plantation Zorg and Hoop will provide me
with a boat and crew every time wgen complaints are made to me; which, I am sorry to
“ say, happens very frequently from the slaves of Plantation Zuidwyk.

¢ [ have the honour to be, Sir,
¢ Your obedient servant,

(signed) « J. M. Van Vioten, Abzn.
« Assistant Protector, 2d River District.”

[{]

[{3
o«

“

A Letter was immediately dispatched to Mr. John Cameron, Attorney, of Plantation
Zuidwyk, on the subject of the foregoing information ; as follows:

LETTER from C. Bird, Esq.to J. Cameron, Esq.
SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 3oth Sept. 1829.

YEeSTERDAY afternoon I received from Mr. Van Vioten, the Assistant Protector of
Slaves, the enclosed Letter, respecting the complaints of two slaves belonging to Plantation
Zuidwyk, as also the Correspondence which took J)lace between himself and Mr. Nicolson
thereupon, It appears Mr. Nicolson feels disposed to contest the right of Mr. Van Vioten
to investigate these complaints at his own residence, as also to dictate the mode of exami-
natlgn to be pursued by him. It
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It is far from my inclination to adopt proceedings against Mr. Nicolson, which ma
artake of harshness, unless he renders them absolutely necessary; and therefore, in the
Eope it may be avoided, I apprize you, as his employer, with his refusal to comply with the
directions of the Assistant Protector.

You will, I am sure, immediately perceive the impolicy of Mr. Nicolson’s conduct, and
the mischief it may produce. The quiet and peaceful conduct of the slaves; thejr good
discipline, and the proper cultivation of the estate, upon which Mr. Nicolson’s Very existence
as a manager depends ; all rest upon a strict attention to the orders he may issue. If these
facts be admitted, surely he must be wilfully blind not to see, that if he sets the example
of insubordination to those placed in authority, it will, in all probability, be very quickly
followed by the slaves over whont he himself has conttrol.

I remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(signed) Charles Bird,
Deputy Protector of Slaves.

P.S. —I shall feel obliged by your returning the documents enclosed, after you have

perused them.

In answer to which, Mr. John Cameron wrote :

SIR, Berbice, 15t October 182g.

SOON after the receipt of your Letter of yesterday’s date, I met Mr. A. Nicolson, the
Manager of Plantation Euidwyk, coming from your office, where he said he had gone
to explain and account to you for his conduct towards the Assistant Protector of Slaves, -
Mr. Van Vlioten. -

He seems to have erred more from ignorance than intention, and to be sensible of the
impropriety of his demeanor on the occasion alluded to, so that I trust he will not commit
himself again; if he should, he shall certainly receive no countenance from me. I return

. 7 . b .
herewith the documents sent; and remain Your obedient servant,

To C. Bird, Esq. . (signed) John Cameron.
Deputy Protector of Slaves. :

Mr, Nicolson, the manager of Zuidwyk, attended at the office, and expressed his regret
for having acted so unadvisedly, and promised there should be no repetition of the occurrence.

The slaves Jupiter and Comet, 1 whom the subject was fully explained, were dispatched
with a Letter to the Assistant Protector, instructing him to proceed with the investigation.

The Assistant Protector subsequently reported he had, upon pursuing the investigation,
found the statements of both Jupiter and Comet totally false.

Complaint, No. 10. v
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 1st Oct. 1829.

Abram, belonging to Plantation Enfield, complains,—~That the manager has dismissed
him frow the still-house, and directed him to work in the field. It sometimes becomes his
duty to make fire under the coppers, which work he is incapable of performing, and requests
the manager may be ordered to refrain from obliging complainant to make fire under
the coppers. ‘ . :

Abram appeared to be a fine athletic young man, and capable of performing any work to
which field people are subject; he was therefore asked if he had any bodily defect or sick-
ness to complam of, and upon his answering in the negative, the Deputy Protector told him
he thought he had nothing to complain of.

v Complaint, No. 11.

Paul and Jacob, who some time ago claimed their freedom as being descended from an
Indian woman (vide 20th July last, case No. 21.),—

Attended to complain,—That Mr. Scott, the agent for the Winkel department, refuses to
permit them to work for their own benefit, notwithstanding the time for advertising their -
manumissions has expired ; and that Mr. Scott has threatened to take them both before the
Fiscal to have them punished, if they still continue to refuse to go and work at the Fort for
the benefit of the Winkel department. '

Paul and Jacob were informed, that if any thing of the sort should be attempted by
Mr. Scott, they had only to inform the Deputy Protector thereof, and he would withofit a
moment’s delay, afford them every protection the law could furnish. '

In the afternoon of this day a Letter was received from the mananager of the Winkel
departinent, relative to Paul and Jacob having refused to work for the \%’inkel department
since Thursday last, which gave rise to the following correspondence :— '

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector, to /7. Scott, Esq. Superintendent,
&c. &e. &e. .
SIR, - Deputy Protector’s Office, Betbice, 5th October 182¢.

L nave this moment received a Letter from the manager of the Winkel department,
relative to the men, Paul and Jacob, who have refused to work on account of that establish-
ment since Thursday last.

The
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The emancipation from slavery of Judith’s family, to which Paul and Jacob belong, was
duly advertised in the Royal Gazette for the period directed by law, without any legal oppo-
sition thereto being entered by you as their superintendent, which opposition, if any valid
objection exists to the claims to freedom of the people in question, you were bound to have
made without loss of time, so that the merits thereof might be tried de plano before the
Court of Civil Justice, to prevent their complete removal from bondage being unnecessarily
protracted. ' '

P You informed me of your intention to apply to his Excellency the Governor, to withhold
the manumission deeds from the members of Judith’s family, until their case could be
brought under the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury,
but you omitted to convey to me his Excellency’s answer to that application ; and I cannot
for & moment recognize your authority to compel these people to work for the benefit of the
Winkel department, after the term of publishing their advertisement expired, unless I have
the Lieutenant Governor’s order to do so.

1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant,

(signed) Charles Bird, Deputy Protector.

SIR, Winkel Office, Berbice, 6th October 182g.

I nave just received your Letter of yesterday’s date, respecting the woman Judith (who is
now dead,) and her five children.

On the 2gth of July last, I informed you that I had no wish nor intention to oppose the
manumission of these people ; but that under all the circumstances, I deemed it my duty to
submit the case for the consideration of his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor. On the
following day 1 accordingly addressed a Letter to his Excellency, explaining the whole
matter, and respectfully requesting that he would be pleased to refer it for the decision of
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, as no serious inconvenience could
result to the people from such a proceeding, since, by the regulations of the Colony,
it was necessary that they should be advertised for two months, previous to recciving their
manumissions, In a day or two thereafter, his Excellency was pleased to acqugint me
verbally, that he would comply with my request, and that therefore when the manumission
})apers were brought to him for signature, he would keep them till he received an answer

rom their Lordships. ‘

If there has been any omission in completing the manumissious, I think you will find
that it has been, on your part, in not presenting the papers for his Excellency’s signature
before this. The term of publishing their advertisement expired on the 28th ult.; and if you
had any day since applied for his Excellency’s signature to those papers, as you ought to
have done, I have no doubt he would have informed you, that he had long ago submitted the
case home, as before stated. I again repeat, that 1 Kave never wished to throw any impedi-
ment in the way of these people obtaining their freedom ; but if you will look at the goth
clause of the Slave Ordinance, under whicﬁ you are acting, you will find that they cannot
¢ be deemed, taken, or reputed to be free, until the original deed of manumission, signed
“ by the Governor, and inrolled in the Secretary’s oﬁice,%as been delivered to them.”

1 have the honour to be,
(signed) W™ Scott, o
Superintendent of the Winkel Department.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector, to W. Scott, Superintendent, &c.

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, 7th October 1829.

I uAvE to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, dated the 6th instant, in
answer to my Letter of the 5th, respecting certain people hitherto attached to the Winkel
de[IJartment.

n it you are pleased to tax me with an omission of duty, in not preparing the manu-
mission deeds of Judith’s family, and presenting them fo the Lieutenant Governor for
signature. 1f you had taken the trouble to make any inquiry on the subject, you would
have found, that which you assert as fact, to be perfectly an erroneous position—the duty
tras performed. . : : _ S ,

am also told that you ¢ have never wished to throw any impediments in the way of
“ these people obtaining their manumission ;” pra{, may I venture to ask, who then started
the difficulty ? and who was it, when no law could be found tobind them to slavery, adopted
the unprecedented course of applying to the Lieutenant Governor, to withhold their manu-
mission ngers, until the matter could be disposed of by the Lords Commissioners of His
Majesty’s Treasury. : .

[ repose with perfect confidence on the decision of the Lords Commissioneis -of His
Majesty’s Treasury, and unhesitatingly assume, it will be in favour of the claimants; but
1 am not at all disposed to admit the night you claim, (which you will find to be the point
actually contended against in my Letter of the 5th instant,) to work them for the benefit of
the Winkel dcpartment, after the publication of their advertisements expired.

1 have the honour to be.
(signed) Ck' Bird, Deputy Protectot.
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Panr il LETTER from W. Scott, Superintendent, to Charles Bird, Deputy Protector, &c. &e.

BERBICE. SIR, Winkel Office, Berbice, 7th October 1829,

e/ I REGRET to find, from the tone and temper of your Letter of this dgte, tha!: you are sq
Report from much displeased at the act of his Excel.le'ncy the Llentenant.Govgmpr, in referring the case
Deputy Protector  of Judith and her children for the decision of the Lords Commlssnoneys of the Teasury ;
of Slaves. and I think your proper course would have been to address yonrselt: directly to his Excele.
lency, and not to me, who cannot be supposed to be answerable for his acts.
When I acquainted you® on the 2gth of July, that I intended to submit the case for his
Excellency’s consideration, you made no objec_txon w.hat.ever to my dqm_g 80, nor am .l aware
that you made any to his Excellency’s interfering with it. In submmm%lt, I certainly did
take the liberty most respectfully to suggest to his Excellency, that perhaps under all the
circumstances, the safest and best course was to refer the matter for the decision of their
Lordships, who, there could be no doubt, would immediately give directions to munumit
Judith and her children. His Excellency was pleased to adopt this suggiestion, which, as
his secretary and amanuensis, you could not have been ignorant of. "1 never heard any
thing farther from you on the subject, either before or since the term of advertising the
negroes expired, til{ the 5th instant; and it appears that your Letter of that date was
written in consequence of an application made to you by the manager of the Winkels, to
know whether Judith’s children were to go on in the Winkels as formerly, receiving their
rations and working for the department, or whether they were to be considered as released
from slavery. I am therefore quite at a loss to account for the intemperate Letters I have
received from you, and shall conclude this correspondence by acquainting you, that the
manager of the Winkel department has received instructlonp from me, -since the 2gth of
July last, to send the people in question to you, whenever their attendance was required at
your office ; and by assuring you, that no person would be more delighted than myself at
seeing those people in the full enjoyment of the blessing of freedom.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
(signed) W™ Scott, Superintendent, &ec.

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 8th October 182g.
1 BAVE received your Letter of yesterday’s date, and in replying thereto cannot avoid
noticing the passages in it, which.appear to me somewhat extraordinary. i
It is stated that I am, to use your own expressions, *“ digpleased with the act of his
** Excellency the Lieutenant Governor in refernng the case of Judith and her children for
“ the decision of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury,” &e. 1 beg leave to refer you ta
the correspondence which has passed between us, in which I think there is not to be found
a sentence, on which such a construction can be placed ; upon yourself, and yourself alone,
do [ fix the blame of the unnecessary obstacles thrown in the way of Judith’s family obtain-
ing their manumission; and a very improper estimate have you formed of the profound
respect 1 entertain for the King’s Representative in this Colony, in imagining I could think
and write of his Excellency in the terms of your Letter. Your intention, however, in
wishing it should appear so, is suﬁcientle'vobvious, and requires no comment from me.
Secondly, That the manager of the Winkels “ wrote to me to know, whether Judith’s
* children were to go on in the Winkels as formerly, receiving their rations and working for
‘¢ the department, or whether they were to be considered to%)e released from slavery,” &e.
I declare that I never received the communication described, either from yourself or the
manager of the Winkel department ; the one I did receive was of a different character; and
1 am compelled to state, that Paul and Jacob have several times since the 28th ult. (the day
on which the publication of their intended release from slavery expired) complained to me
that you insisted upon their continuing to work at the Fort, for tﬁe benefit of the Winkel
department; and when I wrote to you on the 5th instant, it was mainly in consequence of
Jacob having, on that day, acquainted me you had threatened to take both him and his
brother before the Fiscal, to have them punished, if they still continued to refuse to go to
their work.. Furthermore, 1 crave reference to your own Letter, where a portion of the
Slave Ordinance is cited, for the purpose of endeavouring to show you cannot but hold them
as slaves, until their manumission deeds are actually signed.
With regard to gour baving simply directed ¢ ’ghe- manager of the Winkel department,
“ since the 2gth of July last, to send the people to me, whenever their: attendanee was
* required ;”~—1I really cannot see how it agects the: present ease; you must be perfec
aware 1 had the power to compel their attendance, whenever the progress of their manu-
migsion rendered it necessary. »
In conclusion, ¥ request on behalf of Judith’s family, to be faveured with a definitive
answer from you, whether or not you will permit. a separaie account to be kept for Paul and
Jacob and Egleton at the Winkel department, upon the express understunding that the nett
smount of their earnings shall be paid over to them when they receive their manumission

deeds, I have the honour to be,
(signed)  Ck' Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

* Note—Immediately after receiving the communication of 39 July here alluded to, the Deputy

Protector waited upon thie Lieutenant Governor, and respectfully remonstrated ngainst Mr. Scott being

- suffered to impede the wanumissions, unless by legal process: he received for answer, that when the

time for advertising had expired ‘and the deeds were presented foy signature, he would then know the
Licutenant Governor’s final determination vpon the subject. Cia’ Bird, Deputy Protecton
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LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector, to Lieutenant Governor Beard.

SIR, . Berbice, 13th October 1829.

I uave the honour to submit to your Excellency, an application under the following cir-
eumstances, on behalf of two men, named Paul and Jacob, hitherto attached to the Winkel
department, as slaves ; but who claim their freedom in right of being descended from an
Indian tribe, formerly inhabiting this part of British Guiana.

The manumission of Paul and Jacob, together with the rest of their family, was duly
advertised in the Colonial Gazette for the customary period, without any regular opposition
being made thereto; but the completion and delivery of their manumission deeds was, upon
the representation and. consequent resEonsibill'ty of the agent for the Winkel department,
delayed until a communication could be made to the Right Honorable the Lords Commis-
sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury thereupon.

After the goth ultimo, on which day I presented the manumission- deeds of Paul and
Jacob’s family, to your Excellency, for signature, they concluded they were to work for
their own benefit; and Paul and Jacob accordingly reported it as a fact to the proper
officer at the government saw-mill, who immediately ceased to consider them as slaves, and
placed their names upon the list. of free labourers. On the Monday following, the manager
of the Winkels went to the saw-mill, and enquired from the head carpenter (Mr. M‘Kenzie),
who had caused the alteration ; desired it might be cancelled, and said Mr. Scott intended
to flog Panl and Jacob for the representation they had made. This naturally produced
much discontent and uneasiness in the minds of Paul and Jacoh, and they have since been
extremely frequent in their applications to me on the subject, always expressing the
strongest desire to have the question decided, whether they are to receive the profits arising
from their labour or not.

I have several times represented the reasonableness and justice of their expectations to
Mr. Scott, but without the least successful effect; in my last Letter to him, dated the
8th instant, “ 1 requested to be favoured with a definitive answer, whether or not he would
« permit a separate account to be kept for Paul, Jacob and Egleton, at the Winkel depart-
« ment, upon the express understanding that the nett amount of their earnings shall be
« paid over to them when they receive their manumission deeds.” He has not, however,
up to this day, thought proper to make any answer whatever to my request.

I therefore humbly solicit your Excellency’s interference in the matter, and that the
superintendent of the Winkel department maK (should your Excellency deem it right)
receive instructions to open an account for Judith’s family, of the nature 1 have described.

I have the honour-to be, Sir, _ ,
Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,
(signed)  Ch' Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Complaint, No. 12. ‘
Deputy Protector’s Office, 8th October 1829.

Primo, belonging to Plantation Enfield, states,—That the other day the manager ordered
him to make fire under the coppers, which duty he performed throughout the day ; the next
morning he was again called to make fire, and the manager said, making fire was to be his
constant employment during the present crop. Complainant remonstrated, but to no pur-
pose; complainant exhibits his breast (which is blistered), states it to be the effect of the
fire, and requests the manager may be prevented from forcing him to continue to make fire.

The circumstance of Primo’s breast being blistered, which could only have occurred
through his own wilful negligence, and his manner whilst detailing the complaint, induced
considerable doubts as to its truth. The following Letter was therefore addressed to the

manager, and given to Primo, with directions to deliver it himself.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. to the Manager of Plantation Enfield.

~ SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 8th October 1829.

THE slave Primo. has to-day complained to me of your intention to compel him to make
fire under the coppers every working day, without intermission during the present crop, a
duty which he asserts he is unable to perform. I have to request that you will have this man
examined by the medical practitioner of Plantation Enfield, and obtain his declaration as to
the effects this employment would have upon his health, because if such a constant ex-
posure of the same individual to an employment, generally admitted to be unhealthy, should
suddenly put a period to the existence of Primo, I conceive you would be placed in rathera
perilous situation, after his declaration that he is unable to support the duty.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
(signed) Cha' Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

The Deputy Protector had an interview with Dr. Hollingsworth, after he was called upon
{0 inspect Primo, when it turned out Primo had himself raised the blister upon his breast
by an application of bis own; and also that he is fireman-to the engine instead of the boiling
coppers, which labour occupies, at the utmost, not more than one half of his time.
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Parr 1L Complaint, No. 13. :
BERBICE. Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, gth October 1829,
— et The slaves Per-cent, Frans, Hendrik, Mei, Karel, Jonas, February, Ferdinand, Damon,

Report from Maart, Walter, Daphnis, Nelson, George, Charles, Andries, Pieter, and Alart, complain,—
Deputy Protector That Messrs. Nicolay and Van Holst sold them a few days ago to Messrs, Mittelholzer and
" of Slaves, Barnstedt, and after the sale the urchasers told them they were to go to cut wood at

Karel and Willem’s Hoop, but not before the expiration of one month from the time of sale,
which would give them ample time to collect their goods, &c. The complainants have
however learned, that punts have been sent for to carry them to Karel and Willem’s Hoop,
and when the punts arrive they will be sent off at a moment’s notice, without any tine bein
allowed to them to collect the produce of their provision grounds, small sums that are due
to them, &ec.

A Letter was dispatched to Mr. Mittelholzer requiring his attendance,

Mr. Mittelholzer gaving arrived, stated,—That he and Mr. Barnstedt bought the complain-
ants from Messrs. Nicolay & Van Holst, and, as an accommodation to Mr. Nicolay, they agreed
toleave the whole of the slaves at Plantation L’Entreprise until the first of next month 5 and
even then that a sufficient number of people should remain to take care of the plantain
walks, which would give the whole body of slaves so sold an opportumty of having their
provisions grounds looked after until they had obtained the fruits of whatever was planted in
them, which could easily be done when people were sent from Karel and. WVillem’s Hoo
to L’Entreprise every week for plantains. With respect to the assertion of complainants,
that punts have been sent for to convey them at a moment’s notice from Plantation L’Enter.
prise, it is perfectly untrue. .

After a little enquiry and explanation the fears of the complainants were removed, and
they set off for Plantation L’Entreprise apparently well satisfied. Mr. Mittelholzer also
expressed limself perfectly content with the result of the investigation.

Complaint, No. 14.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 13th October 1829,
The slave Frankey, belonging to Plantation Goldstone Hall, complains,—That she was
yesterday confined in the hand and feet stocks, by order of the Fiscal, for an hour and a
half, and that this punishment has removed the skin from those parts of her arms and legs
which were imprisoned in the stocks. .
‘Upon investigation this complaint proved untrue ; the complainant was extremely abusive
to the manager, and when he placed ﬁer in the stocks her rage become perfectly ungovern-

able; the violent efforts she made to get loose caused the severe excoriations of which she
complained.

Complaint, No. 15.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 16th October 1829.

John Thomas, belonging to Mrs. Welch, and at present working at Plantation No. 49,
complains,—Last Saturday week he was at work in the field and cut his foot. He went
home. The manager told him to dress his foot and go back to his work. Complainant
returned to the field and found the driver had given his work to another man. Complainant
besan a fresh row, which he did not complete before six o’clock. The manager, because he
had not finished the row, put him into the dark house that night. On Monday, when com-
plainant went to the field, the driver insisted upon his finishing the work he had left undone
on Saturday, and which he was to consider his work for that day. The manager went to
the field about five o’clock in the afternoon, and asked complainant, pointing to the row, if
that was all the work he had done on that day. Complainant answered, yes, it was what
the driver had given to him. The manager then ordered complainant to go home. Com-
plainant was put into the dark house for that night also, The next morning, at two o’clock,
the driver called complainant to go to the mill ; complainant said he had not had any thing

to eat ; driver said he did not care; if complainant did not go at once to the mill he woul
take him to the manager. Complainant then set off to the Assistant Protector (Mr. Grim-
mond) to complain. Mr. Grimmond heard him, and gave him a Letter to his manager the
next morning. Complainant went to the manager with the Letter, and told him where ie had
been. The manager said he did not care for the Letter ; that, before opening the Letter, com-
‘piainant sheuld be flogged. Complainant was then tied. down, and received twenty-three
ashes. As soon as this punishment was over, the manager put complainant into the hos-

pital on last Wednesday week. The day before yesterday complainant got out, and came to
town to complain.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Deputy Protector, to James Grimmond, Esq.
Assistant Protector.

] SIR, A Deputy Protector’s Office, 16th October 182g.

. ENCLOSED 1 transmit to you the statement of the man John Thomas, by which you
w11! perceive that Mr. Junor, his manager, punished him, notwithstanding you had his com-
plaint under consideration, or at least before he had opened your Letter to %nm on the subject.
: 1 am
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I am at a loss to conceive how he could act so absurdly, to say no worse ; and I refer the
case to you, requesting to be favoured with its details, and particularly the nature of the
commaunication, which Mr. Junor refused to open before pumshing John Thomas.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(signed) Ck' Bird, Deputy Protector.

In reply, the Assistant Protector transmitted the annexed Documents, Nos. 1. and 2. which
appeared so unsatisfactory, that the Deputy Protector informed the proprietor of Plantation
1\})0. 49, his manager must attend in town, and bring with him the necessary witnesses.
The proprietor of No. 49, stated, his only objection to this measure was, the considerable
loss he should sustain by it; because, amongst the witnesses named, were the two drivers
and the head carpenter, who could not traveFfrom the plantation (a distance of from forty
to fifty miles) to town and back, within several days, during which interval the work upon
the estate would be nearly at a stand. It was ultimately arranged, that the further inves-
tigation of John Thomas’s complaint should take place at Plantation Aliness, about seventeen
miles distant from No. 49.

LETTER from James Grimmond, Assistant Protector, to Charles Bird, ¥sq. Deputy
Protector of Slaves; transmitting the Documents No. 1. & No. 2.
«“SIR, ¢ Allness, October 19, 1829.
# 1 BEG leave to hand, for your consideration and decision, a written Statement from
Mr. Junor, of the offence committed by the complainant John Thomas, and for which he
was punished. My Letter to Mr. Junor, which the complainant says he did not open,
previous to flogging him, was calling upon Mr. Junor to furnish me with a written state~
« ment of the complainant’s offence, to enable me to report the same to you.
“ [ am, Sir,
“ Your most obedient servant,
(signed) ¢ James Grimmond, Assistant Protector.”

&

(Enclosure No. 1.)
LETTER from Jokn Junor to Ja* GGrimmond, Esq. Assistant Protector.

- % SIR, « Plantation Mary’s Hope, 10th October 1829.

« IN answer to your Letter of the 7th, regarding the complaint of the man John Thomas,
I beg leave to state, that this man, with several others, was put in solitary confinement
on Saturday night, the 3d instant, for not finishing their task on that day, and all of
them were liberated on Sunday morning (not kept in the cells, as the complainant states
to you, till Monday morning.) On Monday the sth, the complainant, with some others,
left their task unfinished, in a similar manner as on Saturday, and they were all of them

ut into solitary confinement on the night of the 5th; the complainant’s task was ten
eet of a twelve feet trench. In my opinion, he left the estate on Tuesday moming, to
avoid carrying megass from the mill, as it was his turn on that morning.

« I am, Sir,
* Your obedient servant,
(signed)  “ John Junor.”

-
-

‘o
-

(Enclosure No. 2.)
LETTER from Jokn Junor to James Grimmond, Esq. Assistant Protector.
“ SIR, * Plantation Mary’s Hope, 1gth October 1829.

“ IN reply to your Letter of yesterday, regarding the man John Thomas, I beg to state,
That it being an existing regulation on this estate for a considerable time past, that no
slave belonging to it, or employed on it, shall leave the estate under any pretence what-
somever, before first applying to me for a pass; and any slave or slaves attached to this
estate, leaving it without observing this regulation, is subject to punishment, of some kind
or other, on their return. The complainant, John Thomas, being an extremely trouble-
some and insubordinate character on the estate, on all occasions, and leaving it without
ever applying to me for a pass, (knowing the above regulation to be strictly observed by
me for the last twelve months,) and that, at a time when directed to perform duties of a
particular nature at the mill, and which, his leaving the estate so abruptly, retgrded 'the
work of the day, and taking his conduct and general bad behaviour into consideration,
* & deemed it necessary to make an example of him in the manner I have,

« [ am, Sir,
“ Your obedient servant,
(signed)  * Jokn Junor.”

»
o«
L
o
o
««
o
&
[
o

John Thomas being called upon to give a reason for not asking for a pass, previous to
quitting No. 49, when he went to complain to Mr. Grimmond, said the manager had, on.a
former occasion, refused to give the man George a pass when he applied for one, and there-
fore he thought it would be refused to him also.—(Continued at No. 18.)
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Complaint, No. 16.
Deputy Protector’s Office, October 22d, 1829,

Harry, employed by the Town Commissary, complains,—That yesterday he had taken
up Mr. Gallez’s Korse on the public road, and when he was taking it to the pound, Mr. Dos-
cher stopped him before Mr. Gallez’s house, took away the horse, and beat him. Harry
names as his witnesses, W. Read and P. Deteringh.

23 October 1829 :—W. Read called, and sworn, deposes,—Harry caught the horse close
to Mr. Gallez’s bridge. Mr. Doscher went out and offered to take the horse away; Harry
refused to let him. Doscher then called for a knife to be brought to him, and he cut the
string which was round the horse’s neck, and let the horse loose.

Did you see Mr. Doscher strike Harry 7—No, I did not.

Were you so near to them that you must have seen it if Mr, Doscher had struck Harry ?
—VYes; ¥ was not more than twenty-four yards from them.

P. Deteringh called, and sworn, deposes,—The day before yesterday I was working ugon
Mr. Gallez’s Eridge; Harry had caught Mr. Gallez’s horse, and was passing with it, when
Mr. Doscher went to take it away from him. Harry refused to give the animal up. Doscher
ordered a black boy to bring him a knife. Doscher cut the rope with the knife. Deponent
further states, he did not see Doscher strike Harry. Deponent must have seen it, had he
done so.

P. Doscher being asked what he had to say in answer to the complaint of Harry, replied,
it was true he had taken the horse from Harry and put him in Mr. Gallez’s yard, but denies
that he struck Harry at all. P. Doscher says, he conceives he was justified in taking the
horse away, because the Town Commissary does not take up Dr. Beresford’s horses, and
those belonging to other people; and he thinks if the horses of one person are to be taken
up, all ought to be taken up. ) ) )

The Deputy Protector told Mr. Doscher, he considered his remedy was by complaint to
the proper authority of the partiality of the Town Commissary, but that he certainly had no
right to rescue the horse. )

Referred to the Fiscal, for him to adopt the proper measures against Doscher for forcibly
rescuing Mr. Gallez’s horse whilst in charge of the Town Commissary’s agent.

Complaint, No. 17.
23 October 182¢.

Sando, belonging to Plantation Enfield, complains,—Last night the mill began to work at
twelve o’clock. Complainant was employed to carry canes to feed the mill from that time
until daylight. She then went to lie down, and fell asleep. About seven o’clock she awoke,
and went to the field. The driver inquired what had kept complainant so late, and on being
informed by her, he sent her to the manager. The manager, when he had heard why the
driver had sent her, said, if she returned to the field and finished her two cords of canes, he
would not trouble her. Complainant returned to the field ; but as soon as the driver saw
her, he nsked the person who took her back why the manager had not put her in the stocks ?
Complainant observed, ““ Bob, do you think the manager would kill me for the sake of you?”
The driver said,  This was cursing him,” and he himself took complainant back to the
manager, who, upon hearing what the driver had to say, without even listening to com-
plainant, ordered her into the house stocks. Complainant denies that she was insolent to
the driver, or gave him any just ground of offence.

Referred to the Assistant Protector of the district for information, who reported, that he
had examined into the facts of the complaint, and found that Sando went to the mill to
work between five and six o’clock in the morning of the 22d instant, instead of twelve the
ensuing night, and her work was concluded by five in the afternoon. On the morning of
the 23d, she went to the field extremely late, and notwithstanding the manager sent her
back (when taken by the driver to him,) with a promise, no notice should be taken of her
remissness, provided she went to work ; Sando stll continued to udle, and make use of con-
temptuous expressions towards the driver, which rendered some punishment necessary ; she
was confined 1in the stocks one hour and a half.

This complaint was dismissed.

Cowplaint, No. 18,
[In continuation of the Complaint No. 15, ot Jokn Thomas, belonging to Plantation No. 49.]

At Plantation Allness, the 28th October 1829.
KING, a driver, states,~When John Thomas went to the field on the Monday mentioned
in his complaint, he, King, did certainly give him the work he had left undone on Saturday,
but it was not given to John Thomas as his full day’s work ; on the contrary, if John
Thomas had completed the portion of work remaining from Saturday’s task, he would have
had an additional quantity given to him, so as to form in the whole a fair task for Monday.
King positively denies having given John Thomas the slightest reason to suppose the
remains of his Saturday’s task was to be sufficient work on Monday, or that he would be
satisfied with it. :
Beaumon@. a driver, states,—He recollects calling John Thomas on Tuesday morning ‘to
go to the mill; instead of going to the mill he went away from the estate, and Beaumont
did
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did not see him again until Wednesday morning about eleven o’clock, when he returned to
the estate, with a Letter from Mr. Grimmond. Beaumont was at the mill, when a person
came from the manager to call him, when he went; the manager ordered him to put down

ins, and John Thomas was flogged. Witness cannot say whether Mr. Junor had, before
this, read the Letter from Mr, (airimmond; did not see any Letter in his hand. Witness,
however, heard John Thomas ask the manager to read the Letter before he flogged him;
when this request was made, witness was soipg to look for his pins;. cannot say if the
manager read the Letter; he would have had time to do so before witness returned with
the pins.

itness states,—The reason John Thomas was punished, was for leaving the estate with-
out a pass; and on being questioned whether the slaves upon Plantation No. 49, understand
it is necessary the{ should ask for a pass when any one wishes to complain, in order that
the manager might know what occasioned their absence, answered, Yes, it is very well
\mderstooﬁ; some slaves have asked for and obtained passes. Witness never knew the
manager to refuse to give a pass. -

Prince, head carpenter, says,—He was at work in the yard, when Jno, Thomas gave the
manager Mr. Grimmond’s Letter; the mana§er immediately called a driver, and ordered
him to plant the pins to flog John Thomas. Jno. Thomas asked the manager to open the
Letter first ; witness did not hear the manager make any answer ; cannot say whether he
opened the Letter or not, for witness was at work, and had his back turned towards the
manager.

Gegrge being called upon to state,—on what occasion the manager refused to give him a
pass to go to complain, said, it was after he had been confined in the dark-house. But on
questioning him further, it appeared, after the period of his confinement was over, he
refused to come out, unless the manager went to him first, and put a pass into his hand.
George was told, he ought to have come out and gone to the manager to ask for his pass,
instead of sending him this message by the person sent to open the place of confinement.

Mr. Junor, the manager of Plantation No.49, was informed the evidence of King was
conclusive, as to the work done by Jno. Thomas on Monday ; but that the following points
still remained to be answered ; viz.—The punishment of Jno. Thomas, whilst his complaint
was under the consideration of the Assistant Protector of the district; and if Jno. Thomas
was punished for being absent from the estate without a pass, this offence could not be su
posed to have terminated until his actual return to it; when it appeared he was immediately
fogoed, without waiting until sunrise the next day.

r. Junor observed, he conceived Jno. Thomas was liable to punishment, for having
broken a regulation of the estate well known to the slaves, by quitting it without a pass.
This occurred on Monday, and John Thomas was not punished until Wednesday; further,
that this punishment was unconnected with the case then under Mr. Grimmond’s conside-
ration, and was produced by Jno. Thomas having quitted the estate without any person
knowing whither he had gone. With regard to the accusation of not having opened
Mr. Grimmond’s Letter, previous to punishing John Thomas, he positively denies the truth
of it; and states, he went inside the house for the express purpose of doing so; and pro-
duces a declaration under tender of oath, from Mr, Blanchett, the overseer, who heard Yxim
state at the time of Jno. Thomas’s punishment, the substance of the complaint to Mr. Grim.
mond, which Mr. Junor affirms he could only have had an opportunity of knowing, by
reading the Letter, because Mr. Grimmond there says, * Jno. Thomas complains of having
“ been putinto the cells, and kept there from Saturday night till Monday morning,” a
relation which his own statement has since contradicted.

The Deputy Protector told Mr. Junor he had acted improperly in punishing John Thomas
at-all, whilst he had a complaint under the consideration of the Assistant Protector for
the district. John Thomas would naturally conclude he received punishment for having

one to complain; and if the opinion once gained ground that the manager could set the

ssistant Protector’s authority at defiance, there would be an end of his utility ; the slaves
would immediately consider he had no longer the power to befriend them, and would con-
sequently cease to prefer their complaints before him, '

nder all the circumstances, the Deputy Protector directed John Thomas to return to the
estate at the same time warning him, when he wished to quit it for the purpose of making a
complaint, first to ask for a pass, and, if he met with a refusal, then to consider himself at
full liberty to go withoat one. The manager was directed to give John Thomas his usual
work, without any alteration, on account of the present investigation, which the manager’s
own indiscretion had been the chief cause of.

Complaint, No. 19.
{In continuation of the application by the slave Frederica, No.7.)

A Levrer was received from the District Assistant Protector, dated 26th October,
stating, he had examined two witnesses named Dumon and Santje, who deposed to the
fact of Frederick having bequeathed the slave Jacob to Frederica.” The Deputy Protector
told Frederica her proof must be clear and distinct; and although Mr. Wiqter’s Letter was
extremely satisfactory, with respect to the testimony of Dumon and Santje, it was necessa
to have it in as formal a shape as possible, and for this purpose he should proceed to Deuti-
chem on Monday next, and gave each slave before him who knew anything of the matter;
in the mean time & Letter should be sent to Mr. Winter, requesting him to direet a driver t:
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ask every slave upon the estate, whether they had any knowledge of the transaction, in
order that those who could afford any information, might be in attendance on Monday.

At Plantation Deutichem, 2d November 182g. .

The slave Kitty was called, and in answer to questions put to her, deposed,—She knew
Frederick, the father of Frederica; he had a slave named Jacob, and before Frederick died,
he told witness several times that when he died the slave Jacob was to belong to Frederica ;
and out of the produce of the slave’s labour, Frederica was to take care of her mother
Dorinda.

Kaatje deposed,—She went to see Frederick when he was sick, and he then declared to
her, in the presence of Dorinda, Frederica’s step-mother, that in the event of his death the
slave Jacob was to belong to Frederica ; but upon the condition, that as Jacob would work
for her, she must take good care of Dorinda, so long as she, Dorinda, lived. No person was
present besides Dorinda, when witness heard Frederick say so. =
- Santje, the cook, deposed,—That she used to cook victuals for the old man, Frederick,
and has heard him repeatedly declare the slave Jacob was to belong to Frederica, after he,
Frederick, died ; and he continued to say so, in his last sickness, nay, to the hour of his
death; this, however, was accompanied with the proviso, that Frederica should, from the
work of Jacob, provide for Dorinda, who was the wife of Frederick.

Dumon, headp driver, states,—That Frederick told him, when he died, his dauchter Frede-
rica was to take the slave Jacob, and hold him, as belonging to her, provided she took care
of her stepmother Dorinda; this was before Frederick’s last sickness; it was immediately
after Fred‘:zrick bought Jacob.

Jack was with witness at the time he heard Frederick say so.

Jack deposes,—He went to see Frederick, and Frederick told him he had intended to
leave Jacob to Dorinda, but he was afraid Jacob would not work for Dorinda; he therefore
left him to Frederica, who was, from his labour, to take good care of both the slave and her
stepmother.

Cecilia says,—She heard Frederic repeatedly say, after his death the slave Jacob was to
belong to his daughter Frederica; but always mentioned at the same time, that she was to
take care of Dorinda, Jacob was to be hired out by Frederica, and, from his earnings, she
was to supply Dorinda with necessaries, up to the time of her death.

Hansje states,—That Frederick told her some time ago, that Jacob was to belong to Frede-
vica, even if he died the next day ; that half of Jacob’s labour was to go to the su port of
Dorinda and half for Frederica. Frederick made this declaration to witness, in Ylis last
sickness, a few days before his death.

Resvrt.—Frederica was put in possession of Jacob, and an authority obtained from the
Licutenant Governor, to effect the necessary change as to the proprietor, in the Registrar of
Slaves Books.

Complaint, No. 20.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 4th November 182g.
THE following Letter was received from Mr. Williams, the Assistant Protector in the
East Bank, district of Cange, enclosing the Complaint of a slave named Schwiers, belonging
to Plantation Reliance.

LETTER from Thomas Williams, Assistant Protector, to Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy
Protector, &c. &c.
SIR, ‘ Prospect, 5th November 1829.

“ THE bearer Schwiers, belonging to Plantation Reliance, preferred a complaint before
“ me on the 4th instant, against the manager of said estate, of which the enclosed is
“ a copy.
“ I,pi);l consequence, wrote a Letter to Mr. Gray, of which I also enclose a copy, to which
I have hitherto received no reply.
* This morning, however, the man returned to me, stating that on presenting my Letter
“ to Mr. Gray, he was immediately put in the public stocks, and after some time he was
“ taken out and confined till this morning, when he was flogged. For particulars, I beg

leave to refer you to the man himself, :

- “ 1 shall refrain, in the mean time, from making any comment on such apparent precipi-
“ tate and contemptuous conduct, although 1 am of opinion nothing can justify Mr. Gray’s
« treatm:‘tllt of so temperate a communication, as you will, I doubt not, consider the
“ enclosed.

-

“ I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
¢ Tho* Willtams, Assistant Protector of Slaves.”

COMPLAINT of a man named Schwiers, belonging to to Plantation Reliance, preferred
~ * before me this day, '
 Berbice, 3d November 1829.

“ I BAD a task yesterday to cut thirty beds of canes, but was broke off twice; once to
* help to haul a punt, and again to unload and hale out a punt that was sunk ; so when sun
“ down, my task was not done, and the driver told me to go and carry out canes that had
“ been cut by the boilers before they were called home to the boiling house, 1 said, No;
*“ sun down already, and suppose me no been get other work, my task would be done:
“ When he went home, he told manager, and he ordered me to be z)ckcd up; and I was (i
¢ an

[{
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« and had nothing to eat, till one o’clock this morning, when I was loosed to go to the
« boiling house to work. At day clear, manager called me, aud ordered me to be put in
« the hand stocks, but I said I had done nothing to make me go in the hand stocks, and
« would go and make a complaint. I went to Mr. Bennett, and he gave me a pass to come
“ to you.

(signed) « Tho* Williams, Assistant Protector.”

LETTER from Thomas Williams, Assistant Protector, to Thomas Gray, Esq. &ec.

« SIR, “ Prospect, 4th November 182g.
« THE bearer complains of having been confined, and that other punishment was ordered
« for him in consequence of not having finished the task assigned him, although he had
« been otherwise employed during the day.
« You are requested to explain the particulars.

« I am, Sir, Your obedient servant,
(signed) « Tho' Williams, Assistant Protector.”

Mr. Gray, the manager of Plantation Reliance, was summoned to attend to-morrow fore-
noon, and to bn'nﬁ with him the driver and the engineer boy, Tom, who were the only two
persons mentioned by the slave Schwiers, when he was desired to name the witnesses he
wished to have brought forward.

6th November 1829.—Mr. Gray, the manager of Plantation Reliance, being in attend-
ance, he was desired in the first place, to assign his reason, if he had any, for the contemp-
tuous and disrespectful behaviour described in the Assistant Protector’s Letter, which was
handed to him for perusal, together with the complaint of Schwiers.

Mr. Gray, in reply, stated,—That at the moment of receiving Mr. Williams’s Letter, an
accident had happened to the engine, which occupied his attention, and he thought that
a few hours delay in answering the Letter would be of no consequence, and he forwarded his
reply the next morning. He further stated, that in former cases of complaint by slaves to
Mr. Williams, he refused to communicate whether the slave was in the wrong; and
Mr. Gray well knowing this, that he could most satisfactorily show that Schwiers deserved
punishment ; that Mr, Williams bas, on former occasions, refused to say, after hearing
complaints, which party was right, and merely considers himself authorized to hear the
parties and transmit the statement of each to the Protector’s office in town, without coming
to any decision upon the su&'ect himself. Mr. Gray, therefore, feeling confident he shoul
receive no intimation from Mr. Williams of who was in the right, punished Schwiers for the
offences he had committed, which were for quitting the estate without a pass, not performing
his work, and knocking down the driver.

Mr. Gray also says, Schwiers merely went to complain, in the hope of escaping the
punishment he deserved ; and now begs to declare, that the anxious state of his mind at the
time the accident happened to the engine, alone prevented his forwarding the answer to
Mr. Williams immediately after he had written it. Mr. Gray disavows anz intention what-
ever to treat Mr. Williams’s authority with contempt; and 1f he had ‘in the least expected
to have received an intimation from Mr, Williams at the close of the complaint, whether the
slave was right or wrong, he, Mr. Gray, would not have thought of punishing Schwiers in
any manner until he received an intimation that the slave was in the wrong.

The Deputy Protector told Mr. Gray, he ought not to have meddled with Schwiers whilst
his complaint was under the consideration of Mr. Williams; but the apology for having done
§0 was, in its nature, so extraordinary, he refrained from determining upon the steps” he
should take in consequence, until he had an opportunity of hearing Mr. Williams upon the
subject.

l\"[r. Gray observed, he regretted he had punished Schwiers in so-early a stage of the pro-
ceeding, and the like should not again occur.

With reference to the complaint of Schwiers, as preferred by him to Mr. Williams,
Mr. Gray being desired to answer it, states,—In the evening of the day mentioned m the
complaint, the driver came to say, Schwiers had left the field at four o’clock, without finishing
his work. The driver followed him to call him back, and directed him to complete his-task
on another row of canes. Schwiers refused to do it; and when the driver threatened to
inform the manager of his conduct, Schwiers said, in presence of the whole of the people in
the field, he did not care a damn for the manager, the manager could not hang him; the only
thing the manager could do was to flog him, and that he might do so; he would not finish
the row the driver gave him, he would go and choose one for himself. The manager ordered
Schwiers to be put into the hospital for that night, and the ext morning ordered him to be
gunished in the public stocks. Schwiers said he would not go; the driver, however, took

im away to put him into the public stocks, but, on the road thither, he stunned the driver
by a violent blow, and set off to complain. )

William, the driver, deposed,—The day Schwiers was at work in the field he was called
off, with five others, to unload a punt that liad swamped ; this occupied but a short time,

robably not more than half an hour. At four o’clock Schwiers had still eight beds of canes
eft, and he, William, said, “ Well, so long you no finish your task come and carry out these
canes (some canes left by a man who went home sick) upon the parapet, and I will be
satisfied.” Schwiers refused to do so. William said, * If he persisted the manager should
be informed of it.” Schwiers then observed he did not care a damn; the manager could
not hang him, he could not kill him, be could only cut his b—-e, and for that he did not
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care. This happened before the other negroes, who were at work. The canes were after-
wards carried out upon the parapet by some women, who considered the work too trifling
even to occasion a single remark: i »

Schwiers denied having used the expressions described by William, Alleges, further,
that after he was flogged he asked the manager for a pass. The manager refused, and called
the boy Tom to take him to the hospital, adding, to-morrow morning you shall get another
flogging, and then I’ll give you one. : ) ) )

%om, the engineer, says,—He was called to take Schwiers to tlge hospital. Schwiersasked
the manager for a pass, The manager answered, Go to the hospital for to-day, to get reco-
vered from your punishment ; to-morrow I will give you one. On the road to the hospital,
however, Schwiers broke loose from Tom, and went back to Mr. Williams.

Witness positively denies, that the manager held out any threat of punishing Schwiers
again before he gave him a pass. '

William, the driver, gave further testimony to the same effect, as also to the fact of
Schwiers having knocked down the driver sent to put him in the public stocks.

The Deputy Protector told Schwiers he had behaved extremely ill; if, instead of resisting
the driver, he had quietly submitted in the first instance, his punishment would have ended
in a slight confinement in the public stocks ; his own violence had produced the additional
punishment. .

The censure of Mr. Gray’s hasty conduct was reiterated ; and he was informed, that as
soon as the Deputy Protector could see Mr. Williams upon the subject, he should be
apprized of the determination the Deputy Protector then came to.

After conferring with Mr. Williams, the following Note was dispatched to Mr. Gray:

SIR, Berbice, 10th November 1829,

I mave bad an interview with Mr. Williams, the Assistant Protector of vour district,
on the subject of the slave Schwiers’s case, and he positively denies that there was the
slightest ground to justify the impression entertained, that he would refuse to decide upon
Schwiers’s complaint, and communicate such decision at once to you; he, however, after
hearing the reply made to Schwiers’s accusation, immediately acquitted you of any deliberate
intention to treat him with contumely, and requested the matter might be suffered to rest,
he feeling confident a similar occurrence will not again take place.

I am, Sir, Your obedient servant,

(signed) Ck Bird,
Deputy Protector of Slaves.

Complaint, No. 21

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 5th Nov. 182g.

Beata, belonging to L. F. Gallez,—produced a good or acknowledgement for 44 guilders,
given to her daughter Cristina, by Nancy Nietsch ; and on behalf of her daughter, requests
that Nancy Nietsch may be compelled to pay the amount. v

A summons was sent to Nancy Nietsch, appointing the next day for her attendance.

6th November.—Nancy Nietsch attended, and acknowledged the correctness of the
demand, but at the same time declared her inability to pay it at present.

She was informed, the claim of Cristina appeared to be just, and must be forthwith paid,
otherwise she would be proceeded against, as directed by the Small Debt Enactment.

This claim will be brought before the Commissary Court, on the %th of next month.

Complaint, No. 22,

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 6th Nov. 182g.

Peggy, belonging to P. de Goege, states,—That her master sold her this day to Mr. W.
Henery, to whom she does not wish to belong, as she has never tried field work, and is
unable to perform it.

The Deputy Protector told Peggy he could not interfere with the right her master had of
selling her, and advised her to go quietly to Mr. Henery. k

This woman is a perfect virago, of great strength, and has lang been one of the worst
characters in town.

Complaint, No. 23.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 6th Nov. 1829.

Joe, belonging to J. Cameron, in Demerara, says,—That about two years ago he ran away
from his master, on account of bad treatment, and came to this Colony, and has since been
kept in the jail here, His master has now come to claim Joe, and wishes him to go to
Demerara ; this Joe thinks hard, and wishes the Protector to interfere.

The Deputy Protector told Joe, he was under the Fiscal’s charge, who would doubtless
oblige Mr. Cameron to prove satisfactorily that Joe belonged to him, and that he had a right
to convey him to Demerara; that if Mr. Cameron ill-used him, he was to apply to the local
authorities there, who were obliged to prevent any abuse of the kind.
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Complaint, No. 24.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, gth Nov. 1829.

Robert and William, employed by the Town Commissary.—Last Monday Mr. Warren
gave us fourteen casks to go to Cange to fetch water; we told Mr. Warren that it was too
much for the punt to carry; we filled the casks with water on Tuesday morning, and the
sunt sunk under the load ; the casks drifted, and we had no corial to pick them up, and
consequently from the fourteen, we only got eight ; we got people to assist us in baling out
the punt, and came to town on Saturday, with eight casks. We landed them yesterday
(Sunday,) and this morning we were flogged for staying out too long, and losing the six
remaining casks; four slaves went in the punt.

Mr. Warren, in reply to the above complaint, states,—That last week he sent the same
people to Cange for water, and they brougiht thirteen casks of water in ships’ casks, and
took them on board the ship Apollo, then lying off the Fort ; the casks the people had when
the punt sunk were molasses casks, and much smaller than those from the ship. The punt
is sufficiently large to bring the quantit of water in safety to town; their own negligence
in loading it at one end, caused it to sink. Captain Blythe has brought twenty casis of
water in this same punt to town. On Thursday morning Robert camne to town, and reported
the punt had sunk. Mr. Warren sent & person to look after it, and he found they had not
filled all the casks; even Robert himself acknowledged they had no water in them when the

untsunk ; that in fact, the complainants had at low water loaded the punt, then resting
on a declivity at one end, and had all gone to sleep ; when the tide rose, it washed in at one
end of the punt, and set the casks not filled, all adrift, and swamped the punt; the casks
that went adrift, have not yet been recovered.

The Deputy Protector told the men, Robert and William, if they had used ordinary pre-
caution the disaster could not have occurred ; it did not appear that a plank had started, or
a serious leak had sprung, but, by their own account they had persisted in loading the punt
until it sunk under them. This statement could scarcely meet with credit; indeed Robert
had admitted two casks were never filled. It must have occurred to them when they saw
the punt had a sufficient load, to desist from adding to it, because on their return, the load
itself would have proved they had done their duty. The Deputy Protector further said, that
as their master was at present employed in bringing water to town, the next trip would
afford a convincing proof how many casks of water might with propriety be put in the punt.

Mr. Warren stated, it was his intention to go himself with the punt, and the cargo would
on his return be the most complete proof that could be given.

On his return, it appeared the complaint of the slaves, as to the insufficiency of the punt to
carry the number of puncheons they mentioned, was unjust; the puncheons were filled,
and when on board, the punt had evidently not more than a proper load.

Complaint, No. 25.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 24th N ovember 1829.

Ryan, belonging to Plantation New Forest, complains,—That on Saturday last the
manager told him to go to work with the task gang then employed on the estate ; com-
plainant said, he felt a little pain in his side and was unable to work with the task gang ;
the manager said hemust go; complainant said, he would go first and see Mr. Campbell, the
attorney, about it, and asked the manager for a pass ; the manager refused to give him one,
complainant therefore went to Mr. Campbell without any. Mr. Cam bell, after hearing what
he had to say, wrote to Mr. Hagan, informing him Ryan was to pick coffee and not join
the task gang; notwithstanding which Mr. Hagan still insisted upon his doing so, and, be-
cause he did not comply, Mr. Hagan flogged him this morning. Complainant states he
has been sickly for the last week.

Lubyn, belonging to a task gang at present working at Plantation New Forest, complains,
—That he was sick yesterday, which prevented the completion of his task; in the evening
he told the manager what had hindered him from finishing the work ; the manager, however,
would not admit his excuse, and flogged him this morning.

Referred to the Assistant Protector of the district to hear the defence which might be
offered to the foregoing complaints.

26th November 1829.—The Assistant Protector reported, that he had pursued the investi-
gation of the complaints of Ryan and Lubyn, and found that Lubyn was punished for
getting intoxicated on Sunday last, and being riotous and disorderly whilst in liquor; Ryan
was punished for refusing to perform the work given to him, and accomﬂanying such refusal
by imprecations against the manager. With respect to his being sick, the manager told him
to go to the doctor when he complained, but, instead of doing so, he went to pick coffee.

Complaint, No. 26.
Deputy Protector’s Office, November 28th, 1829.

Sam, belonging to Plantation Adelphi, complains,—On Friday morning last, I was fire-
man to the still ; at about eleven o’clock I finished one still, and filled it again; at about
four o'clock I finished the second, and extinguished the fire. The manager then called me,
and gave me a Letter to fetch temper lime from Reliance; I returned with the lime, and
went to look for supper. A little while after, I was called by the boiler to come and mz:ike
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fire under the clarifyers; I said I would not do it; the boiler went to tell .the manager. At
midnight I was called to boil sugar; I got up and remained at work until day-light. The
manager flogged me this morning for refusing to make fire when called by the boler in the
evening.

Thegmanager was summoned to answer this complaint. L

3oth November 1829.—Mr. Scott, manager of Plantation Adelphi, bemg‘ in attendance,
he was called upon to answer the complaint of Sam. He stated,—On Friday last Sam’s
work was to make fire under the rum-still; the usual day’s work is three stills a day; but on
Friday, the second still not having been completed until four o’clock, 1 directed the overseer
not to fill the still again. Sam was then sent to the next estate, Reliance, for some temper
lime, which certainly could not have occupied him more than three-quarters of an hour. [n
the course of the evening, the overseer sent for him to make fire under one of the clarifyers,
which work would not have detained him, at the utmost, twenty minutes, and was actually
necessary. Sam refused peremptorily to go; and the overseer, although he sent several
times to Sam, desiring he would come and speak to bim, when the overseer would convince
Sam of his determination being unreasonable, Sam would not stir. With respect to Sam’s
assertion, that he was called up at midnight to boil sugar, the manager positively denies it;
no work was done in the boiling-house until half-past five in the morning.

Mr. Scott produced his record of punishments, stating, that he had been taken ill on
Friday afternoon, and obliged to go to bed. The slaves seemed to have determined to take
advantage of it, and many had been punished in consequence. He also produced a written
declaration from the overseer, showing that he had used every mild endeavour to get Sam to
give his assistance in making fire under the clarifyer, but without effect. =

Sam being questioned as to the being called up at midnight to work in the boiling-house,
he admitted he did not mean twelve o’clock, but it certainly was before day-break.

The Deputy Protector told Sam, as it did not appear he had done more than two-thirds
of his ordinary day’s work, besides having gone to Reliance for temll)]er lime, he thought he
had no reasonable cause for refusing to give his aid in completing the boiling-house work,
by making fire under the clarifyer for twenty minutes.

Complaint, No. 27.
_ Berbice, goth November 1829.

Victor, belonging to Mr. Isaac Farley,—Complains against Richard Lewis, for having
gone to his house and forcibly taken therefrom a pig, value about five guilders.

Mr. R. Lewis being required to answer this charge of theft, stated,—That Victor bought
ducks from himself and .Roberts, when they were living at Seawell, and that Victor had
agreed to pay them with pigs; one pig they got about a year ago, and the other the week
before last. Victor denies having ever made any such arrangement. Mr. Lewis was there-
fore advised to return the pig forthwith, he having no right to take the same without
Victor’s consent,

Mr. Lewis agreed to do so, and the case terminated.

~ Complaint, No. 28.

Deputy Protector’s Office, 7th December 182g.

Andrew, belonging to Reliance, and watchman in the plantain walk of that estate,
complains,—Some cows are in the habit of trespassing in our {)lantain walks, which I, on
former occasions, reported to the manager. The manager told me to try and catch them,
but I was not able to do so. I went and told the manager I could not catch any of them,
and the manager then told me to chop them. I, one day, succeeded in chopping one, which
I reported to gle manager. Manager said that was not sufficient ; I must kil them, and
asked me if I had no mouth to eat beef; this encouraged me, and on Friday last, when the
cow again returned, I killed the same ; when I had gone to report it to the manager, I found
on my return, that the cow minders in the nei%hbourhood had provided themselves with
art of the cow I had killed, and I took the belly and part of the leg that the cow minders
ad cut their share from, and putit in m¥ house. Mr. Rich and Mr. Elliott met me on the:
road, and asked who had killed the cow? 1 replied, I had done so by my manager’s order.
Mr. Rich said, I told him a lie; I said, Come, go_to the manager; he refused to go, and
said he had a good mind to catch me and put me in the barracks ; I made off ; they then
broke ogen my watch-house; and took awaK the belly and beef I had put up there. The
three white men and the ne, concealed themselves in the bamboos. After having counted
the plantains; and returned to my house, whilst engaged making tallies, I saw the negroes:
pass, and thought they were persons passing on the road, but they immediately came up
and laid hold of me; I wanted to get loose, and jumped into the canal ; they all three
jumped after me, and beat me. When I was thus ill treated by them in the canal, the three
white men came up and. told the negroes to beat me well, and duck me under water, and
Mr. Rich, who had a stick in his hand, gave me a blow over the eyes with it; my hands
were then tied on my back, and they proceeded with me to the coast, when I bawled out so
loud, that the manager, Mr. Gray, came up with two negroes to my assistance; the three
white men seeing the manager come up with the negroes, were obliged to give me up, and

I went home with Mr. Gray. Being questioned, whether any person saw the transaction
besides those engaged in it, he said he does not know.

Messrs.
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Messrs. P. Melrose, J. Rich,and James Elliott, were summoned to attend on Wednesdaynext.

December gth, 1829.—P. Melrose, T. Rich, and James Elliott attended ; and- after the
foregoing complaint of the slave Andrew was communicated to them, they requested leave
to lay over the following written Statement, in reply to the accusations of Andrew.

(Copy.) * A correct Statement of Facts.

« ON the 3d day of December 1829, I, Thomas Rich and James Elliott, in proceeding to
« the East Coast Savannah, we met the stock-keeper, Quamie, belonging to Plantation
Bohemia, who informed us that Mr. Simon Fraser’s watchman, Andrew, had killed a cow
in calf, belonging to Messrs. Lowenfeld and Rynveld. We proceeded, through this
intimation, to the sgot where the cow was killed, and found the greatest part of the beef
carried away; we then proceeded to the watchman Andrew’s house, where we found two
baskets full of fresh beef stored within his house. We inquired if he was the person who
killed the cow we found lying dead in the walk; hereplied he was. We asked him, Who
authorized you to doso? He answered, My manager, Mr. Gray, and my master, Mr. Simon
Fraser. Then having no negroes to secure the negro in question, for the purpose of
lodging him in the Colonial Jail for investigation, we proceeded to Bohemia, and had
mentioned the circumstance to Mr. Melrose, who went back with us to the said watch-
man’s house, with two negroes belonging to Plantation Bohemia, for the purpose of
apprehending him, which we succeeded m, and got him nearly to the old public road
running through Plantation Wilhelmina, where we were overtaken bz Mr. Gray, the
manager of Reliance, with two negroes, who inquired for what reason we had taken up the
watchman Andrew; we replied, for having killed a cow in calf belon ing to Messrs.
Lowenfeld and Rynveld, and for transporting the beef to Plantation Reliance. And for
the satisfaction of Mr. Gray, we inquired of the negro Andrew in his presence, if Mr. Gra
or Mr. Simon Fraser authorized him to kill cattle found trespassing; he replied, botK
« Mr. Gray and Mr. Simon Fraser did so; which Mr. Gray did not disacknowledge, -but
« gaid that he was determined on rescuing the negro, who, he acknowledged in our presence,
committed himself in the act complained of, and for this purpose offered a negro belong-
ing to Plantation Rose Hall, a doilar to assist in opposing our Yrogress' with the said
negro Andrew, until the gang of men belonging to lantation Reliance would arrive, as
he said he sent express for them for that purpose. And on their arrival, he, Mr. Gray,
addressed himself to the negro Ben, belonging to Plantation Bohemia, and said in our
« preserice and insisted on their rescuing the negro by force. We replied that such conduct
« was very imprudent of him, and as he was determined on taking the negro by such
means, that he would stand to the consequence, when he ordered his gang of men to
« release the said negro Andrew ; he, Mr. Gray, then inquired of him if he carried any of
« the beef to his watch-house; the negro replied, that he did. Then Mr. Gray addressed
« himself to us, and said he was satisfied from the negro’s acknowledgement, that he was in
the wrong, and offered to give a good for five Joes for to hush the business; to which
Mr. Rich replied, that he could not settle it in that way, until he would first acquaint his
employer of the circumstance; but observed to M. Gray, that instead of giving such orders
to his watchman, that he ought to act in pursuance of the law, by _sending the cattle to
the barracks, if they had done any injury to the Reliance cultivation; to which he replied,
that the cattle were so wild that he could not take them up; and afterwards said, that if
Mr. Rich would not accept of his good for five Joes, and scttle the business at once, that
« he would be revenged by taking up all the cattle that would trespass on any part of the
¢« gbandoned lot, No.18. ’

« Thomas Rich.”
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“ Witnesses (signed) P. Melrose, James Elliott.”

Messrs. Melrose, Rich, and Elliott further add, that they do most solemnly deny haying
struck, beat or ill-treated Andrew in any way; on the contrary, strict injunctions were given
by them to the slaves who tied Andrew, not to hurt him or use any unnecessary violence
towards him.

In answer to a question, For what reason was the slave Andrew taken towards the East
Coast? and what 31ey intended there to do with him? Mr., Rich answered, Merely to take
him out upon the road, and to send him from thence to the barracks in town; they had ne
intention to punish Andrew themselves, he was to have been sent to the Fiscal in town, who
they considered to be the proper authority.

ndrew persists in saying the slaves ill-treated him whilst in the canal, for when he
attempted to get away from them, they held his head under water, until he was, from
exhaustion, compelled to give over the contest, and submit to be tied quietly. He also
begs leave to add, that Mr. Rich and the others who were with him, broke open t}le door of
his house, in search of his beef; he however has no witness to prove that Mr. Rich struck
him with the stick, but the slave Dundas saw when the slaves were ducking his head under
the water in the draining trench. . o

Mr. Thomas Gray deposes to the fact of having found Andrew with his hands tied behind
him, in the possession of Messrs. Rich, Melrose, and Elliott, who were then pulling him
along towards the East Coast. Mr. Gray also acknowledged, that he gave Andrew instruc-
tions to chop the cattle he might find trespassing; he also saw the door of the watch-house,
the lock of which had been broken in two; was not, however, present when it was done;
neither was he present when the slaves were tying Andrew in the canal. )

This case was referred to the Fiscal, with a recommendation to bring it before Commis-.
saries of the Court of Criminal Justice.
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Complaint, No. 29.

Claartje, belonging to A. Bertoccini, stated,—That she has a claim against the free woman
Grietje, and requests that the Deputy Protector will compel her to pay.

Claartje further says, that this claim 1s for goodg sold to Grietje, and amounts to seven
uilders. She has frequently applied for it, but Grietje refuses to pay, and indeed now sets
er at defiance,

A notice was served upon Grietje, requiring her to attend at this office, to hear and answer

the foregoing claim of Claartje, but she has hitherto failed to attend.

A suit was instituted against Grietje.

Complaint, No. 30.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 11th December 1829.

James, Darius, and Cornelius, belonging to Plantation Schepmoed, complain,—That
Friday night they started with a punt loaded with plantains from Schepmoed, and were to
o to Plantation Friends; that in consequence of the punt being very leaky, they were
obliged to bale water instead of pulling; and when they reached Plantation Buseslust,
the tide was making, and they were obliged to tie the punt. Mr. Campbell saw them at
Buseslust, on the Saturday morning at eleven o’clock, and having seen the state the punt
was in, told them to try and reach The Friends the next tide. Athigh water they attemyted
to come down, but the heavy wind and roughness of the water prevented them from
reaching any further than Plantation De Kinderen, this was also on account of baling
instead of rowing ; they ultimately reached The Friends at six o’clock in the evening, and
v.ines went ashore, and told Mr. Forsyth, that the punt was so bad that they could hardly
prevent its sinking, and begged he would send them assistance to take the plantains a-shore.
Mr. Forsyth said, he had nothing to do with it, that it was their business to land the plan-
tains, He returned to the punt, and found his two comrades baling, but the water then
beginning to flow, gained considerably upon them; the more as the punt was upon a decli-
vity, and the water washed in at the stern; they were busy until eight o’clock in the
evening, when the water becoming higher, swamped the punt. James having requested
three times assistance from the manager, without success, the manager at length told him
to apply to the driver; the driver then came with some women and men, and having fas-
tened a rope to the punt, which was sunk at low water mark, hauled the same _ashore, and
on landing the plantains, it was found that of 350 bunches that had been loaded in the punt,
only 240 were landed, the remainder having drifted away. This the manager of Schepmoed
wished to flog them for, but as they cannot be charged with neglect, and tried to the last
to save the punt and the plantains, they think they are not deserving of that punishment.
The following Communication was addressed to the Manager of Plantation Schepmoed,
and given to the complainants, with instructions to deliver it to him:

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, 11th December 1829.

I HAVE received a Complaint from the slaves James, Darius, and Cornelius, belonging
to Plantation Schepmoed, stating, that you are about to punish them for the sinking of a
punt, which they used every endeavour to prevent. I enclose to you a copy of their Statement,
which, if true, completely exculpates them from any blame whatever. If, after a calm
review of the circumstances attending this transaction, you should still continue to think
the slaves ought to be punished, I request you will first inform me of the particulars which
render it necessary, and which they failed to disclose.

I am, your obedient servant,

(signed) Chas. Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.
On the 12th, the following Statement was received in reply from the Manager of Planta-
tion Schepmoed :

SIR, Plantation Schepmoed, 12th Dec. 1829.
I nAvE received your Letter of the 11th instant, with its enclosures. 1 send herewith
a Statement of the particulars, which render it necessary that the slaves James, Darius, and
Cornelius, should be punished, I intend to call J. V. Mittelholzer, esq. civil magistrate
of this district, for that purpose. I beg to enclose two Letters from the Manager of Planta-
tion Friends, and a Certificate from the Overseer of this estate, on the subject,

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
(signed) P. Campbell.

I beg you will return the two enclosed Letters, as they may be necessary for the informa-
tion of the Civil Magistrate.

Chas. Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector of Slaves.

The CompLaINT and INFORMATION of Peter Campbell, Manager of Plantation Schep-
moed, against the slaves James, Darius, and Cornelius :

THAT this estate contracted to deliver on Plantation Friends, a certain quantity of plan-
tains weekly, which is transported from here in a punt, and by rowers chosen from the men
gang in rotation ; at which work I never heard of the least dissatisfaction, until last week,

when
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when the negro James, one of the above, with others, was directed to carry out plantains
from the walks to the canal dams, A Certificate of his conversation with the other slaves,
given by the overseer of the estate, 1 respectfully beg leave to enclose, and to which I must
refer you, a8 in my opinion, his behaviour even then tended much to insubordination, and
to cause a degree of dissatisfaction among the other negroes of the estate: That after the
plantains required for The Friends were punted home to the buildings, and shipped on board
the river punt, they remained in her a full tide on the estate; and although the whole of the
above negroes remained in charge of them, and had access to me at any moment during the
above period, they never even hinted that the punt was leaky: That when thetide served,
the punt was dispatched to The Friends ; and I having occasion to go down the river on the
following day, and Eassing Busseslust at eleven, A.M. observed Darius and him only sitting
on the stelling of that estate, with the punt tied to it, afloat at flood tide; that on my
return homewards on the same day, Saturday, at two p.M. I again saw the punt tied in the
same place, when James informed me that it leaked a little, and on my examining, he found
little or no water. 1t being then high water, I directed them to proceed to The Friends,
land the plantains, and return home with the washing water. It appears by one of the
enclosed Eetters from Mr. Forsyth, the Manager, that they arrived at three o’clock, (bein,
only one hour after I saw them,) complaining of their neglect in sinking the punt, an
losing 110 bunches of the plantains: That although they arnved at The Friends three hours
before sun-set, they neither attempted ‘to land them, which they could have done with

erfect ease in twenty minutes, or inform Mr. Forsyth that the punt was Jeaking, until ten
o'clock at night, when they thought proper to inform him, for the first time, that she was
sinking. And that from the above circumstances, and from the highly improper behaviour
of James before he left the estate, and who was in command of the punt on this occasion,
I can have no hesitation in believing, that the punt was wilfully and maliciously neglected,
causing considerable loss, no doubt with a view of their being hereafter exempted from going
on similar occasions ; as the very punt in question is only five months old, in good order,
and every way capable of transporting more plantains, with perfect safety, than the quantity
then shipped by her. In reply to that part of the negroes statement, of their being neces-
sitated to bale water the whole tide, I beg to observe, it must be wholly without foundation,
as it is more than possible they could have drifted with the tide one-tenth part of the
distance between here and Buseslust. Thus, being occupied a tide in going from Buseslust
to Dekinderen, the next adjoining estate, a distance of not more at fart%lest than 173 roods,
is 80 very palpdble and glaring a falsehoood, that it will require no further comment from
me. The above is made under tender of Oath.

Plantation Schepmoed, 12th Dec. 1829. (signed) Peter Campbell.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector, to P. Campbell, Esq. &c. &c.

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 14th December 1829.

I 3G to acknowledge the receipt of your Communication, dated the 12th instant, with
its enclosures, in answer to the complaint of three slaves belonging to Plantation Schepmoed,
which certainly alters the features of their case very material%y

I think your intention to lay the whole of the circumstances before the civil magistrate of
the district, and leave the decision with respect to punishment to his discretion, to be an
extremely proper and judicious determination, and evinces on your part both temper and
forbearance.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
(signed) Cha’ Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

DocuMENTs enclosed in Mr. Campbell’s Letter.

Dear CaMPBELL,

I am sorry to inform you that your punt men, from neglect, have allowed the punt to
sink off the canal, and lost one hundred and ten bunches of plantains, which I hope you
will send down ; I send the sugar in a gin case, which is full.

I am yours,

(signed) J. A. Forsyth.

Dear CaMPBELL,

SAMUEL tells me that the punt men have represented to you in a wrong light how they
have sunk the punt. They arrived here about three o’clock, and did not say any thing was
the matter till ten o’clock, when James came and said the punt was sinking; I immediately
sent Tobias and the men to take them out, and, when reckoned, one hundred and ten
bunches short. .

I will send up to-morrow, and you must let me have the mare, as I am told she 1s 1n bad

order. Yours, &ec.
(signed) J. A, Forsyth.

Plantation Schepmoed, 12th December 1829. )
I HEREBY certify, that I heard the negro James say, in a very threatening manner, that it

wassa very hard thing for them to be bringing down plantains every week to The Friend;,
202, h an
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Parr Ii. and that The Friends plantains would bring a bad story on the estate, and that the estate
— was going to Hell, since their masters had no proper person to take care of their estate ; they
. SERBICE. would be cheated until their eyes would be opened. :
= —————" " The above, I verily believe, was said with intention that I should hear him, and report it
Report from o the manager.

Deputy Protector (signed) H. W. Reuss, Overseer.
of Slaves,

Complaint, No. 31.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 18th December 182g.

John Clark, attached to Plantation Golden Grove, attended and stated,—That he held a
claim for six guilders against one F. Schmidt, and although his master tried all his means
to recover this sum for complainant he has not yet been able to do so, and therefore has
referred him to this Office, requesting his (the Deputy Protector’s) assistance in recovering
the same.

A notice was served upon Mr. Schmidt on the 19th December, and he, Mr. Schmidt, pro-
mised to settle the amount as soon as he should have it in his power.

The Deputy Protector told Mr. Schmidt, that if he did not pa{ the slave John Clark before
the sitting of the next Commissary Court, this claim would be brought before the Commis-
saries for their directions how to proceed to compel him to do so.

Complaint, No. 32.

Deputy Protector’s Office, 19th December 1829, -

Hugh, at_present working at Plantation Blairmount, states,— That on Tuesday last;
Mr. Junor, the overseer for the carpenters, put the complainant along with others to haul
wood ; complainant’s foot began to swell, and hurt him very much, he told Mr. Junor, that
in consequence of his foot, he was unable to haul wood ; Mr. Junor looked at the foot, and
told complainant he might shove it in his b——e ; complainant felt hurt at the observation,
and tried to haul the wood ; his foot however at last prevented his doing it any longer, and
yesterday morning he went into the sick-house. Tﬁis roorning Mr. Junor flogged com-
plainant, alleging that nothing was the matter with his foot, and that he merely went into
the hospital to sculk from his work. S

A Letter was written to the under-sheriff, requesting him to take charge of Hugh, until
Mr. Junor could be communicated with; and that he would desire the Colonial Medical
Attendant to examine Hugh, the first time he visited the jail yard.

Dr. Beresford inspected Hugh, and informed the Deputy Protector he had nothing the
matter with him; his ancle hag a small pimple upon it, but nothing more.

The complaint was dismissed.

Complaint, No. 33.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, December 21st, 182g.

Catherine, belonging to Charles Ross, complains,—That she was sent to the waterside on
Saturday last, to carry plantains, and although there were other slaves in the yard, Mr. Ross
said, she was to bring them up alone. The plantains were lying on the wharf, where there
were a great many people, and when she had brought up the whole of the plantains, it was
found that one bunch was missing. Mr. Ross, in sharing out the weekly allowance, gave
her only one bunch, because one bunch was missing at the waterside, and for which she
cannot account.

Mr. Ross stated, —That Catherine was sent to the waterside for plantains, she brought
her own allowance, but no more. A short time elapsed before this was known, and in the
interval one bunch of plantains was stolen. Mr. Ross says, it was by no means his inten-
tion to deprive Catherine of a portion of her allowance, but he allowed her to remain under
the impression he would do so, in the hope it would operate 'as a caution, and make her
more careful in future. :

The Deputy Protector told Mr. Ross, he must let the slave have her proper allowance of

food immediately. Mr. Ross engaged to delivera full week’s allowance to Catherine, as soon
-as he reached home.

Complaint, No. 34,
December 22d, 1829.
Lubyn and Ben, belonging to Mr. Rich, request the Protector’s assistance in recovering
forty guilders, for ten cords fire-wood, cut and delivered to Mr. W. Grant. They applied

to their master for his interference, but he told them that he did not care if the money was
even lost,

A summons was written to Mr. Grant.

, 29th December 1829.—Mr. W. Grant called, and paid the forty guilders, claimed by the
slaves.

———
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Complaint, No. 35.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, December 23d, 1829,

Abel Fraser, a slave, belonging to F. H. M‘Kenzie, attended, and handed a good (in his
favour) from John Schwiers, which he states to be for rent of his house ;—That he applied to
his master for assistance, who referred him to this office ; and he now requests that the
Deputy Protector may use such steps in his behalf, as to compel said John Schwiers to pay
the amount, being twenty-two guilders ten stivers.

Mr. John Schwiers was summoned to attend at this office, to answer the foregoing
claim, to-morrow at eleven o’clock ; he, however, did not attend. ’

REsuLT.—A suit was instituted against J. Schwiers.

Complaint, No. 36.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 23d December 1829.

Frederick, a slave, attached to Plantation De Eduard, and who had, lon before the pro-
mulgation of the Small Debt Act, lodged a good in this office, of Joseph Ferrell, for f.121.,
of which he received in part f.66.; again called, and requested the Deputy Protector’s
assistance, in compelling Joseph Ferrell to pay the balance of fifty-five guilders.

The necessary notice was given Joseph Ferrell, requiring his attendance at this office
to-morrow forenoon at eleven o’clock, to answer to the above claim.

James Ferrell did, however, neglect to attend.

ResuLT.—A suit was instituted against J. Ferrell,

Complaint, No. 37.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 2gth December 182g.

Zealand, belonging to the Winkel department, com lains,—That a free woman, named
Cecilia Benjamin, has stolen three ducks from him. The ducks can be identified by the man
who marked them in a peculiar manner upon the feet; the marks are precisely similar to
the marks upon the feet of the parent duck, which the complainant produced, and re-

uested that something might be immediately done to cause the restoration of his property,
or he is afraid the ducks will be killed and eaten before to-morrow.

The ducks being in this alarming predicament, the Deputy Protector accompanied
Zealand to the house of Cecilia Benjamin. When the ducks were produced, the marks
upon two of them proved very different to those described by Zealand, who abandoned his
claim upon all except one. This one Cecilia Benjamin declared she bought about a fortnight
ago, from the slave Bet, belonging to Plantation Smithson’s Place,

The office messenger was despatched to Smithson’s Place, who returned with a confir-
mation of this statement.

Complaint, No. 38.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 315t December 1829.

ONE hundred and four people, formerly belonging to Messrs. Winter & Innes, but
recently sold to Mr. Forsyth. Toby and Christmas on behalf of the whole, state,—Yesterday
they were informed by Mr. Winter, he had sold them to Mr. William Forsyth, who is at

resent in England, and they were delivered over to Mr. Samuel Forsyth, upon Plantation
eutichem. Toby says, he remonstrated with Mr. Winter, against bein%vsold to Mr. For-
syth, and would rather be sold at public vendue than go to him. Mr. Winter replied, it
was not his fault, the sale had taken place in England. Toby then observed, he should
like to come to town, to ascertain whether he could be compelled to go to Mr. Forsyth, to
which Mr. Winter made no reply.

Toby and Christmes say, tY\ey like Mr. Winter, and would be glad to remain with him,
but they have a great aversion to belong to Mr. Forsyth, on account of the indifferent treat-
ment they expect to receive; that from having lived near to his estate, they know perfectly
well the life they will lead. o

The Deputy Protector informed the applicants, he had no power to prevent their being
sold to Mr. Forsyth. The law, with regars to the labour and treatment of slaves, was then
read and explained to them ; at the same time they were assured, if they found it 1pfr1nged,
the most prompt attention would be paid to any com laint upon the subject. After some
time, these slaves were persuaded to go quietly to Mr. Forsyth; and a Letter was given to

them, addressed to Mr. Winter, requesting him to use his influence in promoting their com-
fort upon Plantation Friends.

Complaint, No. 39.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 4th January 1830.
Ferdinand, of Nieuw Vigilantie, states,—That on Friday night his neighbour Dick beat
his wife, and he (Ferdinand) went to look what was the matter; when he came to the house,

Dick had gone out, and he found the woman lying on the ground crying ; he went to the

driver and reported it ; the driver told the overseer, and when the manager heard of it, he
262. : asked
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asked what business Ferdinand had to interfere between Dick and his wife, he was no driver;
Ferdinand replied, because he lived next door to me; I went to see what was the matter ;
and for that, Ferdinand was placed in the house stocks on Saturday morning.

— Januaxg 7th, 1830.—In reply to this complaint, the manager, Mr. Nooteboom, stated,—

Report from
Deputy Protector
of Slaves.

Ferdinand is a very quarrelsome and obstreperous character ; he was confined in the house
stocks for quarrelling at night with the negro Dick, and for insolence to the driver, when
he ordered Ferdinand to desist. During the last Christmas holydays also, Ferdinand had
been quarrelling and fighting with negroes belonging to the next estate, which offence had
been overlooked in consequence of the holydays. )

Further, that when he was released on Saturday morning from the stocks, he, by way of
revenge, broke them, which he sent to tell the manager of, who has since been obliged to
employ carpenters to repair the mischief committed by Ferdinand. i

Mr. Nooteboom said he intended to submit the conduct of Ferdinand for the considera-
tion of the district magistrate, as he considered the example set by him might have a bad
effect upon the rest of the gang.

Complaint, No. 40.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 8th January 1830.

Michael, belonging to Nancy Crawford, complains,—That Nancy Cowie agreed to pay
him f. 20. for erecting and fimshing a small out-building ; that whilst working he got sick,
and could not finish it till now. He applied to Nancy Cowie for payment, but she refuses
to compensate him for what he has done. .

11th January 1830.—Nancy Cowie attended, and stated,—That Michael had not been at
work for six months, and that what little he had commenced to do was very badly performed ;
she can therefore not pay him (unless he finishes hi§ job) the full amount, but will agree to
abide by what may be considered to be a fair valuation; and requests that a person may
be sent to look at and appraise the work. .

William, a carpenter, was requested to act as appraiser, and he accordingly valued the
work performed by Michael at 6 guilders 15 stivers, which Naney Cowie agreed to pay and
Michael to accept.

Complaint, No. 41.
Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 20th January 1830.

Zabette, belonging to Mr. Melrose, says,—That she is to be sent up Cange to work, but
without her husband, who is employed at the Fort and belonging to the same owner; she
therefore requests the Deputy Protector to interfere, and prevent her master from separating
her from him without whom she could not live. v

Mr. Melrose was summoned, and attended on the 22d January ;—when he described the
conduct of Zabette for some time past, which from his description has been of a very blame-
able and troublesome nature. He, however, after being told that Zabette must not be
separated from her husband, agreed to suffer her to remain in town until Morrison completed
his work at the Fort, they then should go to Mr. Melrose’s establishment in Cange together.

Complaint, No. 42.
21st January 1830.
Welcome and Gerrit, belonging to Plantation Karel and Willem’s Hoop, state,—They were
sent for plantains, and returned home on Monday before last. After securing the punt, land-
ing the plantains, and receiving their weekly allowance with the gang, they were oidered to
go to their work, After having been at work the whole of that day, the punt drifted at
night, having broken the rope it was tied with ; the overseer sent for complainants, and said
they were to be flogged for not having secured the punt properly the day before ; they re-
monstrated that the rope was actually broken, and that they could not have prevented it;
he however persisted, and they were flogged.
The overseer was desired to attend in town as early as possible to answer this complaint.
[Continued at No. 45, and concluded at No. 47.]

Complaint, No. 43.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 25th January 1830.

Sally Kitty, a slave belonging to Polly Ward, says,—That R. Akers owes her eighteen
guilders, for which she holds his acceptance, and which, on handing it to the Deputy Pro-
tector, she requested would be recovered for her.

26th Januvary.—R. Akers attended, and acknowledged the correctness of Sally Kitty’s
demand, and his readiness to satisfy the same assoon as he could receive some money. The
Protector informed Mr. Akers, that he must immediately satisfy the same, and unless he
found means to do so before the end of this week, he might rest assured that the DePuty
Protector would brin%vlit before the Commissaries on Monday next, and request their direc-
tions how to compel Mr. Akers to pay.

February 4th.—MTr. Akers called and paid the eighteen guilders due to Sally Kitty.
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Complaint, No. 44.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 28th January 1830,

Felix, Welcome, and Ferdinand, belonging to W, Jansen, complain,—That they received no
allowance at the beginning of this week, and remained at Goedland and dug trenches by
their master’s order. Mr. Jansen wished them to proceed to their wood-cutting establish-
went up the creek on Tuesday evening, but they refused on account of having nothing to
eat. Last night, the plantain punt arnived, and the negroes that work on the estate recejved
their share, leaving the remainder for the Bush gang, in the punt, to be distributed at the
establishment. The complainants were now willing to go, but Mr. Jansen, instead of allow-
ing them, kept them from going, and this morning they were flogged, which Mr. Jansen
said he was authorized to do by Mr. Williams.

Mr. Jansen was summoned to answer this complaint.

2gth January 1830.—Mr. Jansen having attended, stated,—That he had been unable to
obtain a supply of plantains at the usual time, in consequence of their extreme scarcity; he
had, however, given the slaves corn and salt fish until the plantains arrived. Mr. Jansen
further stated, he had used every possible exertion to get plantains for his slaves, because
they preferred them to any other kind of food. On Tuesday evening, plantains arrived from
Surinam, and for which a very high price was charged. Mr. Jansen, however, in the
interim, (being uncertain of the precise time the plantains would come) bought 1,500 lbs.
of rice, for which he exhibited bills of parcels.

It being evident that Mr. Jansen had used every possible means to suﬂply his slaves with
provisions, and that they had not in fact been without food, although the proprietor had it
not in his power to give them on the customary day, their favourite food, plantains ;—

This complaint was dismissed.

Complaint, No, 45.

Deputy Protector’s Office, 28th January 1830.

Cork, belonging to Messrs. Mittelholzer and Barnstedt, complains,—That on Tuesday
last week, he started with a loaded sunt from the bush, and on his way to Plantation Lana,*
be met a man, who stated that his daughter died the day before, and that his wife was very
anxious to see him before the interment of his daughter. Cork arrived at Lana, on Friday,
at about eleven o’clock, (A.M.) and was met by Mr. Dequay at the water side, who, on Cork
attempting to land, prevented him, saying that his daughter could be interred without him,
and if he persisted in coming ashore to see her, he woul ‘Put him in the public stocks, This
Cork considers very unfeeling conduct on the part of Mr. Dequay, and he now seeks
redress.

Cork being asked how he came to town, answered, he came with the punt of shingles as
far as Plantation Mara, where he landed and walked on foot the rest of the way. He further
states, that his wife came to the water side at Karel and Willems Hoop, and iegged him to
go and help at the funeral ; she was crying at the time.

Cork was instructed to return to the punt as soon as possible, and a pass was given him,
prohibiting any one from molesting him, until the final termination of his complaint. This
measure became necessary to prevent any accident happening to the punt, and those on
board, from the loss of one of its crew. Cork was at the same time assured his case would
receive the fullest investigation.

2gth January 1830.—MTr. Barnstedt applied for permission to have the further investiga-
tion of the case of Welcome and Gerrit proceeded with, before Mr. Grant, the District
Assistant Protector, as it would be a great accommodation to the witnesses and the defen-
dant, in consequence of Mr. Grant’s residence being so much nearer to Karel and Willem’s
Hoop than town. The following Communication was addressed to the Assistant Protector,
Mr. Grant, and given to Welcome for delivery.

LETTER from Charles Bird, Deputy Protector, to W. Grant, Esq. Assistant Protector,
&e. &c. &e.

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, goth January 1830.
THE slaves Gerrit and Welcome, belonging to the wood-cutting establishment at Karel
and Willem’s Hoop, have complained to me that they were punished by Mr. Prass, the over-
seer, because a punt got loose from its moorings and drifted, which accident they assert
cannot be attributed to any negligence on their part. Mr. Barnstedt, one of the proprietors
of Karel and Willem’s Hoop, has communicated to me his wish, that the further inyestx{a-
tion of this matter may take place before you, in consequence of the very considerable
distance the respondent and his witnesses must travel before they can reach the town.

I therefore enclose a copy of the complaint, and request you will hear Mr. Prass in reply to it.
A slave named Cork, also from the same place, has complained to me that he was pre-
vented by Mr. Dequay, a few days ago, from attending the interment of his deceased child.
Cork says he was on his way down the river, with a punt load of shingles, when intelligence
reached him of the child’s death. He immediately hastened to Karel and Willem’s Houp,
but was not even suffered to land, although his wife came to the water side, and with tears
entreated him to assist in making the necessary preparations for the funeral. 1 confess
Ihage very considerable doubts as to the truth of Cork’s statement, and although I !xta:ve
2062. written
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written to Mr. Barnstedt, requiring a reply from Mr. Dequay to Cork’s accusation, and also
that if he really acted so barbarously towards Cork, such conduct must immediately be put
an end to, I shall feel obliged by your ascertaining from the people who will wait upon you,
the truth of the story; and if you find Cork’s relation to be true, then to forward to
Mr, Dequay the enclosed summons to attend at this office in person. It appears almost
incredib?e‘ that Mr. Dequay should, without an¥ motive that I can perceive, deny to Cork
the privilege of performing the last sad offices for his child, a privilege sometimes granted.
by savage nations even to their enemies.
1 have the honour to be, Sir, Your obedient servant,

(signed) Charles Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

(Copy of the Summons enclosed.)
SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, goth January 1830.

I nAvE to require your attendance at this office as early as possible, to answer the com«
plaint of the slave Cork, belonging to Karel and Willem’s Hoop. It is necessary that the
slave Cork should accompany you, in order that he also may be present during the inves-
tigation. .

I am, Sir,
To F. H. Dequay, Esq. Berbice. (signed) CRharles Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

February 1st, 1830.—Mr. Barnstedt attended, with the slaves Cork, Christoffel, Mey,
and Van Ommeren. He stated,—That he would send to Mr. Dequay on the subject of
Cork’s complaint, as soon as possible ; but as he conceived from what the slaves, who were
in the punt with Cork, had tord him, that Cork’s complaint was utterly false, he had brought
them to town, and requested their depositions might be taken.

Christoffel states,—That he was captain of the punt, which was bringing shingles from
the bush. A man, named Willem, passed them in a coral, and informed them Cork’s
child was dead. When the punt reached Lana, (alias Karel and Willem’s Hoop,) Cork
went up to Mr. Dequay, and told him, he thanked him for not sending to inform him the
child was sick. Cork then went to his house, and staid there ; he refused to attend the
funeral of his child. Christoffel states,—No person attempted to hinder Cork from bein
present, and positively denies that Mr. Dequay, in any manner, either forbid or attemp
to hinder him; on the contrary, he permitted the whole crew of the punt to remain from
eleven o’clock in the forenoon (the time they reached Lana,) until nine at night, for the
express purpose of attending the interment.

EI’VI(:y ‘and Van Ommeren also, two of the punt crew, confirm the statement of Chris-
toffel, and affirm, they cannot give any reason for Cork going to his house immediately
after speaking to Mr. Dequay, and remaining there until the funeral was over. No person
attempted to prevent them from being present, and assisting; indeed, Mr. Dequay ex-
pressly ordered them to stop, make fast the punt, and come to attend the burial, These
witnesses further state, That the wife of Cork was at Karel and Willem’s Hoop, waiting
upon the child during its sickness; the rest of the family were there also. .

Cork being called upon to give his reasons for calumniating Mr. Dequay; said his heart
burned, because Mr. Dequay had not sent to inform him when his child first fell sick.

Mr. Barnstedt observed, 1t was never until a short time previous to the child’s death,
supposed she was dangerously ill ; the medical attendant never doubted of her recovery,
until inflammation of the bowels took place; it was then too late to send for Cork ; nn
messenger could have reached him in time. -

Cork requested he might be secured from punishment, for having complained, as he feels
apprehensive Mr. Dequay will molest him on his return to Karel and Willem’s Hoop.

he De{xuty Protector told Cork, although his conduct in bringing an accusation of so
disgraceful and unnatural a description, without the least foundation for it, against
Mr. Dequay, might well merit punishment; siill, in consideration of the loss he had
recently sustained, and the grief he seemed to feel, his request would be granted.

The necessary instructions were given to Mr. Barnstedt, to cause Cork to return to his
work quietly, without any reference to what has passed.

Complaint, No. 46.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 3d February 1830,

Bob, belonging to Plantation Goldstone Hall, states,—That his wife Zebra was put in
the hands and feet stocks, on We-nesday last, and after that in the dark-room until night,
when she was released, On Thursday, she was going to work, but got so ill that she was
obliged to go to the hospital ; the doctor went to see her, but next morning she died ; which
Bob says was in consequence of the severity of the hand-stocks.. Bob further complains,
~On Monday the manager found fault with his work, in taking cane plants, and yesterday
he was fogged.

Bob was cautioned to tell the truth, he however persisted in his statement. On being
asked, if he had any witnesses to produce; he stated, no.

The manager of Plantation Goldstone Hall was summoned to answer the complaint,

4th Februdry 1830.—W. Nash, manager of Plantation Goldstone Hall, states,—Zebra
came from the field sick, about eight or ten days before she died; she had only then a I%dd.

ext
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Next day the doctor was sent: for, he prescribed medicine, which was administered ; she
was also supplied with soup and wine, from the manager’s table, and other food which was

roper for her. The manager enquired who were her relations, he was informed Bob was
Eer husband. Bob was sent for, and requested to stop with her, as she appeared dan-
gerbusly ill; the same day she died. Bob went afterwards, to beg the manager for some
rom and sugar, which he got. On the Saturday night, he begged to be allowed a day, and
he took another to mourn for his wife. Zebra had not been punished in any manner soever
for a month before she got sick. The doctor’s Certificate is filed, to ‘Prove of what disease

she died ; as also & Letter addressed to the Deputy Protector, of the following tenor.

LETTER from Mr. Jokn M*Intosh, Surgg:)n, Stc.; Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector,
&e. &e. &e.
Dear Siw, Cange, February 3, 1830.

Mgr. Nasn, manager on Plantation Goldstone Hall, called here to-day, for the purpose
of intimating the contents of a Letter he had had from you, relative to a charge brought
against him by one of the slaves on the estate.

The woman Zebra came into the hospital a week or ten days previous to her death;
during which time she had been labouring under inflammation of the chest, from severe
cold.  Having visited the woman four or five times during her illness, I feel satisfied every
possible atteation must have been paid to her comfort by %’Ir. Nash.

1 remain, dear Sir,
Your’s very truly,
(signed) Jn* M Intosh.

(CERTIFICATE.)
« Plantation Goldstone Hall, January 28th, 1830.

« This day the woman Zebra died of Catharral Affection.”
(signed) ¢ Jn* M‘Intosh, Surgeon.”

Mr. Nash, in answering that part of the complaint which mentions Bob’s being punished
without cause, states,—That Bob got atask on Monday, which he did not finish, and for
which neglect he was punished next morning; this consisted of carrying cane plants, and

&

instead of bringing three punts, he brought a little more than one.

Mr. Nash was informed, that to establish his innocence of the crime imputed to him by
Bob, the evidence of the overseer who had charge of the sick-house, and also the sick-nurse,
must be taken. He was therefore directed to send them as early as possible to town.

5th February.— Geo. Houston, called; and sworn, states,— He is an overseer upon
Plantation Goldstone Hall. Zebra died on the 28th of last month ; she had been sick for
about ten days previous to her death; she went into the hospital at the commencement
of her sickness, and never quitted it until her death, indeed she could not, for she had a
blister applied to her side twice, during that period. Witness declares, Zebra was never
in the stocks or dark-room, as described by Bob; witness visits the sick-house every day,
sometimes twice, or oftener, as the state of the sick may require ; and says, he must have
known had she been absent. Witness says, he keeps the keys of the dark-house, therefore
must have known, had Zebra been confined there.

Negro Bark, sick-nurse, states,—From the time Zebra fell sick, she was never out of the
hospital until her death ; she was never put into either the stocks or dark-room, from the
time she fell sick up to the time of her death.

Bob was reprimanded, and the case dismissed.

No. 47—Resvrt of Complaint No. 42.—11th February 1830.

A LetrER was received from Mr. W. Grant, Assistant Protector, stating,—That from the
evidence of the witnesses he had examined, relative to the complaint of Welcome and
Gerrit, it appeared to him, that if they had properly secured the punt with a bush rope
sufficiently strong, the punt could not have got loose from its moorings. It further appeared,
this punt was in great danger of being lost, in consequence of the ne%igent manner in which
the complainants had fastened it. Mr. Grant further stated, he had no opportunity of
collecting any information relative to Cork’s* statement ; none of the witnesses he had
examine§ were at Karel and Willem’s Hoop when the circumstance took place.

Complaint, No. 48.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 16th Feb. 1830.

Jem, belonging to Mr. Jacobus Overeem, but at present hired to cut wood for Mr. Hicks,
states,—Last Saturday week, after he had finished his day’s work, he went home to De
Liefde, where Mr. Overeem resides, and which Plantation is on the other side the river,
nearly opposite to_the spot where Mr. Hicks’s slaves are cutting staves. Complainant
intended to spend Sunday at De Liefde, and return to his work early on Monday morning ;
he, however, fell sick; and was obliged to go into the hospital ; the doctor attended him
until he got well. Yesterday complainant returned to his work ; but as soon as Mr, Reuss,

the overseer, saw him, he ordered him to be flogged. .
262, This
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This complaint was referred to J. C.S. Nooteboom, the Assistant Protector, for investiga-
tion and report.

23d February 1830.—~The Assistant Protector Nooteboom reported, that he had called
upon Mr. Reuss, to answer the complaint of Jem, but had not yet heard from him.

A communication was dispatched to Mr. Nooteboom, to ascertain the cause of this delay,
and if he found it proceeded from any contumacious intention on the part of Mr. Reuss,
to serve him with & summons, requiring his attendance at the Deputy Protector’s Office
in town.

Complaint, No. 49.

Deputy Protector’s Office, February 18th, 1830.

Charles, Adam, John, and Cyrus, belonging to Plantation Waterloo, complain,—The day
before yesterday they were sent to the water-side to cut fire-wood, and ordered to bring it
out on the dam; they were unable to bring it out because there was much water in the
bush. At night complainants told the manager; he said they did not choose to do it, and
ﬂoiged them yesterday morning. L. o

Letter was dispatched to tie Assistant Protector of the district requiring a description
of the work that had been given to the complainants to perform, as also information relative
to the alleged obstruction tﬁ‘ey met with in its performance by the water in the bush. The
Assistant Protector was also instructed to hear the manager’s answer to the complaint.

On the 23d February a Report was received from J. Chisholm, under date the 20th of
the same month, stating, he had been  to Plantation Waterloo to examine the bush where
“ the slaves Charles, Adam, John and Cyrus had cut firewood, and he found that the ave-
“ rage depth of water in the bush was not beyond four inches, and could not have
“ been more on the day they mention, for it is very seldom the spring tides overflow that
“ part of the bush.”

“ The task given by Mr. Parry to these negroes was one that is commonly given through-

¢ out the Colony ; and the Assistant Protector is of opinion they could have performed it
“ with ease.”

Complaint, No. 50.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 22d February 1830,

Gerrit, belonging to the heirs of H. Enderman, deceased, but employed by G. Schwartz
to cut wood, complains,—That he has received no clothing from the executors of H. Ender-
man’s estate for the last two years.

A Letter was sent to H. Houston, one of the executors, requiring his attendance, and
Gerrit was directed to come back with Mr. Houston, and be present at the termination of
his complaint,

Mr. (l; Schwartz attended, and stated, he was the person who had distributed the clothin
to Gerrit on the 10th of April last year; Mr. Schwartz further stated, that when the montﬁ
of April again arrived Gerrit would receive a fresh supply of clothing ; he offered his book
or journal in confirmation of what he asserts.

he book of Mr. Schwartz was examined, where the circumstance seemed to have been fairly
entered ; and as Gerrit, notwithstanding the injunction he had received to come back,

failed to make his appearance, the Deputy Protector was obliged to admit the answer to
be conclusive,

[Continuation of No. 48.]
25th February 1830.

Mz. .1icxs reported to the Deputy Protector, that his Overseer, Mr. Reuss, never
received the Letter addressed to him by Mr. Nooteboom the Assistant Protector; Mr.
Nooteboom had entrusted this Letter to Jem for delivery ; but, as he had never spoken of it
after he returned to his work, it was supposed he had destroyed the letter.

Mr. Overeem, the proprietor of Jem, stated,—That after Jem went home to De Liefde, he
complained of being sicE, and was in consequence sent to the hospital, where he remained
until Friday. After going out of the hospital he stole pork and other articles from the store,
and afterwards went into the kitchen, where he was caught in the act of purloining his mas-
ter’s dinner; the only excuse he attempted to offer on the occasion was, the property belonged
to his master, and he considered himself entitled to a portion of it. Jem immediately set off
for the place where Mr. Reuss was at work, before any attempt could be made to stop him,

The Y)eputy Protector informed Mr. Hicks, it was absolutely necessary the reply of Mr.
Reuss should come in the regular way, and as it appeared Jem had never delivered Mr.
Nooteboom’s Letter, Mr. Reuss might still make his defence before him, instead of coming
to town, the distance from it being so great.

18t March 1830.—Mr, Nooteboom reported the answer of Mr. Reuss to Jem’s complaint.
Jem hud for five or six successive days neglected his work ; on Friday Mr. Reuss toEi him
if he did not, on Saturday, finish a proper task, he must be flogged the following day.
Jem, bufore his work was finished, started off for De Liefde; after he got there he fell sicz',
and did not return for a week ; when he got back Mr: Reuss punished him for quitting his
work, which he had continued to neglect for so many days.

This complaint was dismissed.
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Complaint, No. 51. Part IL

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, Feb. 25, 1830. BERBICE.

Isaac, belonging to Plantation Goldstone Hall, states,—On Saturday last, he was ordered “—r—’
to carry out eight rows of canes from a spot where the canes were thicker than on any other Report from
part of the estate. Isaac tried to finish it, but could not do so; he left four beds. Another Deputy Protector
man, who had similar work, left seven or eight beds. On Monday, when the manager found o(y Slaves.
the task of Saturday undone, he said Isaac should be flogged. On Tuesday morning Isaac
was flogged, and, thinking he did not deserve the punishment, now comes to complain.

Isaac further says, he had been employed gart of the previous night in the boiling-house,
otherwise he mi%‘ht have finished his task. Isaac also states the process of boiling sugar is
continued the whole night at Plantation Goldstone Hall; when one set of boiler men have
been employed until midnight, and finished that which is considered their share, they retire,
and the other half of the boiler men are then roused, who wash the coppers and begin boiling
afresh; these then continue till twelve o’clock the following night. The next day field work is
erformed by those who retired from the boiling house at midnight. No allowance in the task
1s made for the slave having been employed in the boiling house part of the night before.

Referred to the District Assistant Protector for information as to the work given to Isaac
to perform on the day mentioned in his complaint; and instructing him to direct the
manager’s particular attention to that portion of the slave’s statement relative to the night
work upon Plantation Goldstone Hall.

LETTER from Thomas Williams, Assistant Protector, to Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy
Protector, &ec. &e. &ec.

SIR, Plantation Prospect, 1st March 1830.

I sEG leave to apologize for not having replied to your Letter dated 25th February ere now;
business of importance having called me from home, where I have this moment returned.
On receipt of your Letter, referring me to the complaint preferred before you by the man
Isaac, belonging to Goldstone Hall, without delay summoned the manager and two of the
rincipal people belonging to that estate here, in order to have the complaint thoroughly
investigated. When, on my reading the complaint to the manager in the presence of Isaac,
he dented having stated to you, that the work was continued the whole night; saying, that
he told vou he had to work late in the boiling house every second night. For further parti-
culars I beg to refer you to the accompanying documents.
I have the honour to be, Sir, Your obedient humble servant,

Tho* Williams, Assistant Protector of Slaves.

Berbice, 26th February 1830.

Mr. Nasu, manager of Plantation Goldstone Hall, states,—Isaac had eight rows of canes
to carry for his day’s work, which task was performed by the rest of the gang in good time,
except [saac and two others; the task was light, there being nineteen people appointed to
cut and carry canes for one hogshead of sugar. In the evening, the driver told me that the
three people alluded to above had not finished their task; I therefore ordered them in con-
finement, but Isaac was not to be found, nor did he make his appearance till Monday
morning. I directed him to be brought to me on Tuesday morning, when he was punished
with fifteen stripes for that and for other acts of indolence.

With reference to the boiling house, it is m wish to begin at four o’clock in the morning,
but seldom can accomplish it before seven o’c ock. Isaac and his gang never commence till
four o’clock, and are seldom so late as ten o’clock ; they have, however, been so late as
eleven or twelve o’clock, owing to their want of exertion during the day.

The day after they have been employed in the boiling-house, they go to work in the field
about eight or nine o’clock, but they mostly finish the same task as the rest of the gang;
the other part of the gang turn out to work at six, A.M. and §enerally finish their task by
two or three o’clock. During the whole of last week, we did not begin to boil till seven
o’clock in the morning.

Gibson, ist driver of Goldstone Hall, corroborates Mr. Nash’s statement, and adds,—
Mr. Nash directed me to lessen the task for the boilers, when they seemed willing to work,
which I often do. One day last week the gang had a task to cut forty beds; but I only
gave the boilers thirty beds. The day Isaac did not finish his task, and for which he was

unished, I saw him doing his work very slow, and told him to take care; I afterwards
essened his task, because I did not wish to have to complain to the manager; but Isaac did
not try to finish his task ; and although he is a strong young man, he is always very lazy.

David, 2nd driver Plantation Goldstone Hall, says,—What Gibson has said is true, and
that the whole of last week they did not begin to boil till seven o’clock in the morning.

LETTER from M. Bennett, Fiscal, to Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector.
SIR, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, 25th February 1830.
IN reply to your application of yesterday, I beg to fumnish you with the result of cases
referred to me by you for investigation.
In the case of the Complaint of the slave Harry, employed by the Town Commissary,
against P. Doscher: )
As the examinations held by you disprove the assault complained of by Harry, I merely
directed the attendance of Mr. Doscher at my office ; and reprimanded him for rescuing

Mr. Gallez's horse from Harry, who was sent by the Town Commissary to take ug any
262, orses
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Parr II. horses he might find grazing on the public roads, (which is contrary to the regulations for
— the town,) and informed him, that on a repetition of such undue interference, he would be

BERBICE. imprisoned. - i i i
lmpnlst?nthe case of Complaint of the slave Andrew, belonging to Plantation Reliance,

Report from against Thomas Rich, James Elliott, and Peter Melrose: )
Deputy Protector I deemed the proceeding of the said three individuals, namely, going to Plantation
of Slaves. Reliance, there forcibly seizing and removing the slave Andrew from off his master’s pro-

perty, without the knowledge of the proprietor or manager thereof; and for refusing to
release the said slave, on the application of the manager, illegal, arbitrary, and an infringe-
ment on the rights of the proprietor and the slave. I therefore instituted proceedings
against them betore the Court of Criminal Justice, at its late Session; they were convicted
of the charge of forcibly and illegally causing the slave Andrew to be hid and removed from
his master’s property.
property I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant,

M. S. Bennett, Fiscal.

STATEMENT of Monies deposited in the Savines BaNK, by Slaves, 1st March 1830.

Date of Deposit, Name of Slave. Name of Owner. How Bequeathed, AMOUNT.
18302 . hil in f
January 15 - | Sophie - - | J. Downer - Tod:p:;ig _l d, a-s 1 -orme:-} 99 -~
- 2 - | Francois - - | Winkels - <l - = ditto - - - vy -
= 16 - { Daniel - - ditto - - :I‘ _h ditto A .h'b ]d. | - 95 -
- . o her son Archibald, also
- 15 - | Elizabeth Ann - | W. Fraser- - belonging to Mr, Fraser - 100 -
X 301 -
To Amount in deposit on 318t December 1829 -  f.6,010
Deduct f. 47 withdrawa by the slave W. Henery,} o
belonging to Mr. Kyte - - - - - 5963 -
ﬁ 61964 -

" LIST of MaNumissions effected from the 1st September 1829 till 1st March 1830.

Date of Date of Whether by Purchase
Anplicats ¢ e-o- Name of Slave. Name of Owner. of him or herself, TOTAL
pplication. | Manumission, or otherwise,
Christiaan and Kitty, co- ;
June 30 | Sept. 4 { loured children } G.Prass - - DeedofGit -| 3
- 30| - 4 | John Thomas -  -| J.Tapin - |- di:tOf - - 1
. . -~ Sold for manu-
- 30| - 4 {w:](l:la“: a:indh'El‘.(}lzabethb, » ditto =~ - I mission to their ‘ 2
oured children - mother - i
July 71 - 22 | Phebe (Mulatto) « < { A,M¢Intosh . | Deed of Gift = 1
- 7| - 22| MaryJean - .- <{JTapin - -[- ditto - =« 1
- - Louis, George, Da- il-i? %xt(z)ell'ﬂgc of _
- 24| - 25 |y vid, Daniel, Jacob and ;|Winkel Department the Li ey 6
James > - . e Lileutenant
Governor -
= 98| Oct. 1 Amelia - - -] John Beer, dect {Byfl:“;:‘;l;m’ } 1
ody -
- - Peggy Littledale and )
- 31| - 2 g’;:: eli:hl.llil;l:)’us,[’e;i:i’ W.Katz - - | Never registered 4
lJohanpa Catharina - J
- 31| - g |[Berenria,and boy F de ) C.E.Tewon - | Bymstwin .|
Angust 22 | -~ a2g | Johauna - - - | R.Grant - = | Deed of Gift - 1
October 24 | Dec. 30 | Nancy = = =1! Lf Gallez - | Of Indian descent 1
Nov. 3| Jan. 15| Minerva - - - | James Beresford | By Purchase,f.600 1
‘ Total Number of Persons Manumitted « - - 23
1829: 1830 ———————
Apil 9| March « | Daphnis - - - |PI" Highbury, the | - - He claimed his
propertyof David- | righttofreedomas
son, Barkly & Co. | the descendant of
an [ndian woman,
which gave rise to a suit at law, wherein the Court has just proe
nounced a judgment in his favour, ’
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LIST of MaNuM1ss10N8 in Legal Progress on the 1st day of March 1830.
Date of ‘Whether by Purchase,
Avplication. Name of Slave. Name of Owner. or on what other grounds the TOTAL.
PP Application is made.
” « = Judith and her five
.}/ children, Jacob, Paul, ||{Winkle Depart- .
July - 24 Egleton,’ Lean and Jan- { ment - part _t| Of Indian descent - - 6
netie = - - -
Nov. - 27 | Jan(colouredboy)- -| J.Staal - .| Deedof Gift - - - 1

J . hanna, Meetje and her
anuary = 9 wﬁld Jan, Juliana and

esta - - -,
Helenne « - -
Ariana - - -

J. Bakker,deceased {By Will, vide Complaint

[ - - Pasop, Dorothea, Jo.
} Book, 3oth Sept. 1829 - 7

T. Blake - -
D. Gowanlock -

E. S. Bannister -

- - 23
February 1

- -1

Deed of Gift - - - 1
Ditto by Wil . . 1
Trim - . .. {As a reward for his good
conduct - - -

Torar - -

Extract from a LETTER, dated the 13th August 1829, addressed by Lieutenant
Governor Beard to the Honourable J. Stewart, Secretary to the Lords Commissioners
of his Majesty’s Treasury.

¢« ENcLosED, I have the honour to transmit, for their Lordships’ information, the copy
“ of a Letter, and its enclosures, which I have received from Mr. Scott, the superintendent
“ of the Winkel department, respecting a claim which has been made for freedom, on
« bhehalf of a woman named Judith, and her five children, named Jacob, Paul, Egleton,
“ Leah, and Jannetje, attached to the Winkel department, on the ground of their bein
“ of Indian descent, and therefore incapable of being held in a state of slavery. Severa
¢ persons of this description have recently received their freedom; and the claims of others,
“ on the same grounds, are in the course of legal progress.
1 have not thought it advisable to interfere, on the present occasion, either with the
# Deputy Protector of Slaves or Mr. Scott, (indeed, I am not aware that I have any con-
* troul over the superintendent’s proceedings, or any authority vested in me to give
“ directions respecting the Winkel property,) but I shall withhold the manumission papers
« from the woman Judith and her ciil ren, until I shall have had the honour of receiving
“ their Lordships’ instructions thereon.

' I have the honour to be, &c.

(signed) H: Beard.

LETTER from Cha' Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector, to Lieut.~-Governor Henry Beard,
&c &c. &e.
Deputy Protector of Slaves’ Office,
SIR, Berbice, 25th March 1830.

I nave now the honour to present to your Excellency, an Abstract compiled from the
Punishment Records mentioned in my Report of the 1st instant, with the additions, as
directed by the Right Honourable Secretary of State’s Despatch, dated the gth January
last ; which directions were thus conveyed to me for the first time, or the desired information
should have been inserted in the previous Abstract of 1st Se tember 1829. I have care-
fully looked over the form in which Mr. Power prepared his Abstract, and cannot discover
that he ever, in any that were transmitted to England, gave distinct and separate columns
for the maximum and minimum of punishment for each offence. I can only regret that my
ignorance of its being necessary has alone prevented my supplying that information at an
earlier period. . :

The present Abstract exhibits a decrease, when compared with the one for the prece-
ding half year, of 566 punishments; but I am sorry to be compelled to notice the decrease
is ccnﬁnedy to the minor scale of punishments; the floggings inflicted upon male slaves,
during the like period, have experienced an augmentation of upwards of 200.

On the 27th ultimo, 1 wrote to the Fiscal, requesting him to add to his Report, (which
he had just then transmitted to me,) of what had been done in those cases referred to him
from this office,—a description of the proceedings before the Court of Justice, in the long
pending Trial of Jan Schwartz, who had been sold separately from his wife and children,
with its final termination, His reply I have received, and take the liberty respectfully to
submit it for your Excellency’s consideration. :

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,
Cha' Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.

262.
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LETTER from M. Bennett, Esq. Fiscal, to Charles Bird, Esq. Deputy Protector.

SIR, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, 20th March 1830,

Mgr. Poweg, the Protector of Slaves, referred to me on the 7th October 1828, a com-
plaint, made to him by the slave Jan Zwart, who, at the sa!e of slaves attaqhed to Planta-
tion Cruysburg, had been separated from his wife and children. On receipt of the com-
plaint, I instituted an inquiry into the circumstances of the case, and had the honour to
report my proceedings to is Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, on the 31st October last.

Jan Zwart having some time afterwards followed up his complaint, the Protector of
Slaves addressed me a second time on this subject. In my reply, on the 2gth January
1829, I represented to Mr. Power, I had used all my endeavours to‘eﬁ'ec_:t the re-union of
said slave and his family, but could not succeed. Subsequently to this said communication,
his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor was pleased to direct, I would inform bim whether
any and what measures had been adopted by me, respecting the complaint of said slave,
made to the Protector of Slaves, and by him referred to me.  On the 14th February 1829,
I had the honour to report to his Excellency, that no legal measures had been adopted by
me against the sellers of said slave, to re-unite him to his wife and children, because I was
of opinion, there was no positive law in the Colony which would enable me with good effect
to institute proceedings at law, to compel the sellers of the slave in :ﬁlestion to re-join him
to his wife and children. His Excellency was pleased to differ with me in opinion, and
I therefore found it my duty to institute without delay, an action against the late attornies
of Plantation Cruysburg, to compel them to reunite said slave to his family. In conjunction
with Mr. Daly, the King’s Advocate, this action was brought before the Honorable Court of
Civil Justice, and argued at its late session. We endeavoured to show, that the separation
of Jan Zwart from his wife and children, was constrained, and contrary to the twenty-sixth
section of the Slave Code,dated 25th September 1826 ; and contended, that as the marriage
of Jan Zwart with the female slave Beata, had been classed under the head of those termed
reputed marriages, it had the sanction of law; and that the husband therefore could not
repudiate-his wife, nor bastardize his children, who were of tender ages, the one four years
olg, the other only two.

In the defence made on the behalf of the sellers : evidence was laid over, to prove that the
separation of Jan Zwart from his wife and children, was voluntary : and that at the time of
sale, he placed himself in a lot, preferring to be sold with his mother and brother, rather
than with his wife and children. The Court of Civil Justice pronounced a sentence, which
I take leave to annex.

As Jan Zwart’s complaint was originally made to the Protector’s Office, I deem it neces-
sary to communicate to.you the result of my proceedings in the case; and request you
will attach it to the Report, dated the 25th February, on the cases referred by the Deputy
Protector’s Office to me for enquiry and prosecution.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
M. Bennett, Fiscal of the Colony.

DECLARATION and DEMAND made and exhibited in the Honourable the Court of
Civil Justice of the Colony of Berbice.

In the name and on behalf of Michael Samuel Bennett, Fiscal of the Colony R. O.
Plaintiff, versus A. Krieger and J. M. Van Vloten, in quality as the Attornies in this
Colony of the late Proprietors of the Coffee Plantation Cruysburg, Slaves and Appur-
tenances, Defendants.

The Plaintiff R. O. states,~That on or about the month of July 1828, certain notification
or advertisement appeared in the Public Gazette of this Colony, to the effect, That by order
of the Defendants in their 1uality, the aforesaid Coffee Plantation Cruysburg, Slaves and
Aa}lapurtenances, would be sold at public vendue, on the 18th September 1828 ; and which
sale did accordingly take place.

That amongst said slaves so advertised and sold at vendue, on the 18th September 1828,
was a certain negro slave named or commonly called Jan Zwart, who was purchased in one
lot together with two other slaves named Doris and Julian, by J. L. Barnstedt, for the sum
of six thousand one hundred and fifty guilders, or thereabouts. ’

That this said slave Jan Zwart, however, constituted one of the family of negro slaves
attached to the said Plantation Cruysburg, consisting of himself (the parent), his wife,
by name Beata, and two children named Eva and Darius. :

That nevertheless the said remaining part of said family of slaves, so consisting of the
wife and two children of said slave Jan Zwart, were not sold in one lot with him the hus-
ba.t(;d and father, but he was sold distinctly and separately from them, to his manifest wrong
and injury. .

That such a separation from his family, has been made the subject of complaint by said
slave Jan Zwart ; and the Plaintiff R. O. has deemed it incumbent upon him, as well on the
score of common humanity as the preservation of the law, to institute the present pro-
ceedings at law.

That such a separation in a family was deemed,'even by Roman Law, to be a most inhuman
act. The very custom of this Colony (which, being so well founded, ought to have the force
of a law,) prohibits the practice; and the spirit of the late Slave Ordinance Act, dated 25th
September 1826, entitled, “ An Ordinance for promoting the Religious Instruction, and

* bettering
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« pettering the state and condition of the Slave Population,” particularly the 26th Article, Parr 1L
establishes the illegalit¥th'erqo£ —
That, wherefore, the Plaintiff, R. O. considering that such purchase and sale was null and BERBICE.
void ab énitio, made the necessary a plications to the Defendants, to obtain an annulment
thereof ; but this amicable mode of arrangement having been refused, the Plaintiff, R.O. Correspondence.
deems himself in duty bound, to make his demand ; and concludes :—
That, by definitive Sentence of this Honourable Court, such aforesaid Sale, at the instance
of the Defendants, on the 18th September 1828, of said negro slave Jan Zwart, separately
and distinct from his family, consisting of his wife, named Beata, and his children, named
Eva and Darius,—be declared null and void, and of no effect, in consequence of such afore-
said illegal separation, with all the consequences and effects arising from such improper and
illegal sale.
'[ghe Plaintiff making an express demand for costs of suit, or such other provision of justice
as this Honourable Court may deem meet.
M. & J. Daly, Attornies. M. S. Bennett, Fiscal of the Colony.
(A true Copy.)  H. Houston, Sworn Clerk.

EXTRACT from the REGisTER of the PRocEEDINGS of the Honourable the Court of
Civil Justice of the Colony Berbice.
Wednesday, February 10th, 1830.
Michael Samuel Bennett, Fiscal of the Colony, versus G. Prass and J. M. Van Vloten,
in quality as the Attornies in this Colony of the late Proprietors of the Coffee Planta-
tion Cruysburg, Slaves and Appurtenances.
Dalys for the Plaintiff; Furlonge for the Defendant.

Parties close proceedings, and request leave to state the case.

Tug CourT r1aT.—The Court having heard the parties, examined their several produc-
tions, and attentively considered all the circumstances of this case,—admit the conclusion of
the Defendant, and consequently reject the Plaintiff’s claim, with condemnation of him the
said Plaintiff, in all the costs of suit. ,

A true Extract, H. Houston, Sw® Clerk.

ABSTRACT of Orrexces committed by Mare and FEmare Plantation Slaves in Berbice, made up from the
Returns of Punishments forwarded to the Deputy Protector of Slaves by the Assistant Protectors of the seversl districts,
from 15t July till 315t December 1829 ; showing the Nature of the Offences, the Number of Slaves committing the same,
Nature of Punishments, Total number of Offences ; and the Maximum and Minimum of the Punishments (whether on
a Male or Female) for each separate Offence.

. g 2 i% Punishments inflicted by Managers and others.
ElE |2 |24y
NATURE OF OFFENCES. & g | § & |23k |ToTAL Males. Females.
Q ® ag |42
v E B¥|2Es r M — N
g & g 18858 Maximum. Minimum. Mazimuon. Minimum.
Attempting to murder « | - — — — -— -— - —_ -—
Attempting to poison - - 1}- - 1l- - 1 | 24 lashes — — —
Attempting to commit suicide —_ — — — — — — — -—
Attempting to ravish - - 2l- - 2|- - 2 | 25 lashes | 25 lashes - —_ —
: . . - . 40 lashes _ _ _
Cutting others with cutlasses 1] - 1 (Civ.Mog) }
Incendiaries - - -l - — — - —_ —_— I —-— — —_
Killing and destroying stock - - . 2. - a5 lashes | 18 lashes — —
. 1 bour in
Cruelty to animals - e 3t- - 2 1| - 3| 20lashes |34 0 0 stocks —
Housebreaking and stealing - 8- - 2 8 | 25 lashes | 25 lashes — -
1 hour public [\ 6 hours ] 3° Minutes
Theft, petty larceny - - | 101 22 | 58 651 123 | 25 lashes { "s‘gg:s 1 house-stocks { E;t;ll::

. nigh
Sheep, hog and poultry stealing 5 1 3 3 6 95_ iashes rpu&ig(;:;ks be:i-st%cfts. } -
Conniving at theft and attempt- 1 day solitary

ingtosteal - . - 7 confinement
Receiving stolen goods, know-

ing them to be such - -
Striking manager
Biting overseer

- - 2 5 7 1 22 lashes

— ] ——

——
-_— ] — ] - —

el
Lt

Biting driver - - 1]- - 1|- - 1 | 25 lashes
Stl‘lkmg overseer - — — — — - — -—
. . . 1 night bed- [ 13} hour in
Stnk!ng driver. - - - 4 1y 4 1 5 | 25 lashes { n:s%ocks pubilic atocks.} -
Holding and tearing driver’s — _ — -
shitk. - - < <t T} T T - -

(continued )
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ABSTRACT of Offences committed by Male and Female Plantation Slaves in Berbice, &c.—continued.

. g E %é" Punishments inflicted by Managers and Others,
NATURE OF OFFENCES. & | o | 55 |23¢(roTaL Males. Females.
S| 2| a8|zss3 ' - ~——
é’ & ﬁ k E 85 Maximum. Minimum. Maximum, Minimum,
\
Raising cutlass against driver -~ | — —_ —_ —_— —_ - —— —
Resisting manager in discharge 10 minutes
of hisgduty g g-} 1 ! ! 1 g | a2lashes - - - public stocks. }
Breaking stocks - - - 1 |- - 1{- - 1 | 25 lashes —_ —
] 3 days and l £ hour
Refusingtowork - - -| 58] 50| 20| 88| 108 | 24 lashes 3 h‘;‘:; public mlgl‘lts public
cks solitary I
confinement stocks,
. hours 1 hour
1 hour public [ n 3
Disobedience - - -| 288} 10 16| 2 1 | 25 lashes {‘ ) 4 solitary public
3 75| 39 stocks l confinement || stocks,
. 3 days 5 minutes
20 minutes s
Insolence - - - -} e2nn} 200 53 8 11 | 25 lashes . solitary } public
35 4 public stocks ]’ confinement |}  stocks,
3 days
. 3 hours |, : 1 night
Insubordination - - - 59 21 45 35 80 | 25 lashes {public stocks cof:;il:]t:x:l); . }bEd-stoch
3 days and 3 days and
. nights so-|{ 1} bhour nights 1 night
Abusive language to owners - 19 3 3 19 22 litary con- | { public stocks solitary bed-stacks,
finement confinement

. . 3 duysin (] 25 minutes

Absconding and running away 2 hours olit 1
from work - . ] 48] 43| 83] 108 191 | 25lashes public stocks cozé,',;;};nt E:ol:i;
Encouraging others to abscond | — -— —_ — - — — -
Inducing gang to turn out late | — —_— — —_ — —_ — —
3 days and 36 hours
Contemptuous behaviour and hour public nights solitary
langugge - - - . 21 8 9 20 29 | 16 lashes i stocpks solitary } confipe-
confinement ment.
Mutinous language - - - — — —_— —_ —_ —_ —
guag 1 night J' 36 hours 1 mght
uarrelling - - - - 2 2 6 6 2 | 25 lashes = solitary solitary
Q 8 3 9 4 5 5 bed-stocks || confinement |) confinement.
3 days and 1
L . 5 minutes
. . . 2 hours mghts soli-
Ditto ard fighting - - 51 50 18 83 | 101 | 25 lashes public-stocks || tary confine- } E;lgg
ment ’
Scalding others - - [ - —_— —_— —_ — — — -
. . 1 night [ 2 pightsand |} 1 hl;)lur
Beating others - - - 2 1 25 lashes 1day solitary publie
§ + o 4 19 3% bed-stocks Iconﬁnement stocks.
3 nights th
» solita 1 night our
Bltmg others - - - 2 1 1 2 3 conﬁnrey. bed-stocks pubhc stocks }

. . ment I hour P 1 holur
Maltreating children - - - 7] - n 71 - - {public stocks ;s)tuol; l:
Attempting to stnke a white _ ’

man - - 1 - - - - -
days soli-
Lying with other men’s wives 3t~ - 1 2 3 | 25 lashes { ry confine- } — -
ment
3 days and
Seducing and attempting to nights soli- _ -
seduce other men’s wives - 41- - 2 2 4 | 25 lashes tary confine-
ment odas
. : 10 minutes
. hts in .
Infidelity to husbands - - - - - - - 3 nig public
y 7 7 7 stocks [ stocks.
Committing fornication - -] - — —_ — — — —_ —_— —
Father selling daughter bo pros- _
titution - - -l — - - - - - m-;om 1 night
Drunkenness - - - 63 3 32 34 66 | 25 lashes dark room bed-stocks }
5 minutes 12 hours 8 mxlx:[ntza
Bad work and insufficient work | 5 63 243 11,2 25 lashes { . solitary public
% 9 9 341 %5 public-stocks confinement stocks.
1 night 40 minutes 15 minutes
Neglectofduty = - -| 845 407| 345| 907 1,252 | 25 lashes bed-sg)cks public stocks }'):101:1;;
. 1 hour
Neglecting stock - - - 35]- - 19 16 35 | 25 lashes pubﬁc-stocks }
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Anstract of Offences committed by Male and Female Plantation Slaves in Berbice, & c.— continued.

am———————
) i |5 |24 Punishments inflicted by Managers aud Others.
g < |3 EZ
< s | £ |223
£ ] 2w |5EE
NATURE OF OFFENCES. = o 5 £ "é—‘.} £ |TOTAL. Males. Females.
S| 3 |2g|sss - —|r — ~
E & = i 585 Maximum. Minimum., Maximum. Minimam.
12 hours so- 1 night
Neglecting to throw grass = 8 4 4 12 | 12 lashes litary con- |0 101 ciocks } —_
finement r . .
I % bour 1 night |10 minutes
Not coming to work in time - | g4 | 108 8| 194 | sos | 95 lashes pnblzic-stocks 1 bed-stocks }pub.stocks.
ti ravers - - [, — —_ —_— —_ — — — —
Neglo f!gp ) lash 1 hour 1 night :
Introducivg rum on estate '~ 3 1 3 1 4 | 95 1ashes K public stocks ||, bed-stocks -
Refusing to keep Sal‘)]bath -1 — - — —_ — — — — —
les at night - o] — — —_ — —_ — — — . —
Riding mu g ) 1 hour 3 days solr 2 hours
Idleness, laziness, indolence = | 243 | 220 49 | 414 | 463 | 24 lashes public stocks [| confinement |fpub.stocks.
. : lash 1 hour 2 hours |]20 minutes
Leaving estate at night - - 37 21 24 %4 58 | 10 lashes Iy puplic stocks || public stocks | fpub.stocks.
. . 1 bhour Jf 2 hours
Absenting from hospital - 3 2 1 4 5 | 20 lashes public stocks || house stocks —
3 days and iy
. 3 nights 23 hours _
Neglecting sores - = 71 ° 2 5 7 solitary house-stocks } -
confinement 12 hours
Refusing to take medicine -] . - 1{- - 1 1{ - - |= - =N bedstocks } —
Eating dirt, charcoal, &c. - — — — —_— -— — — —_— —
e '1rt, o ’ 1 3 days 1 night
Nelgecting person - - 4 b 1 4 5| 12 lashes |\ i nfinement || bed stocks -
Neglecting gardens - N —_— — —_— —_ — —_ —_ —_
Setting a bad example to _ - - - _ - — —
children - - - :
Selling and destroying clothes — _ _ - _ — — _
furnished by owners - . -fI =
Selling working utensils fur- . a2 lash — —
nished by the owner - - 4 3 ! 4| 24 lashes [ 42 isouz 1 night % hour
Riotous conduct - - = 16 22 4 34 38 | u5 lashes \ coufinement || public stocks | [ pub.stocks.
Breaking carts = - - 1l- -1- - 1 1 | 25 lashes — .— -
Harbouring runaways - - 1}- - 1{- - 1 | 25 lashes -_ — —_
Preventing others from working | — -— — — —_ —_ . -h: bed 3 d— - l-;
Breaking hospital, and aidin 1 nig . ays s0 1% bours
o;hmg to g&‘(’,’i’t of stocks 8 15 1 4 12 16 | 25 lashes { stocks - || confinement pu‘b.stocks.
X . . 1 night hour
Cultl::lgnganﬁahng : nd d(:stroy 1 4 9 6| 15| golashes |- ditto - bed-st%cks éditto.
Practising obeah - - - 3|- - 3 3 | 25 lashes —_ - —_
] ) 35 minutes |{5hoursinthe —_
Lying and false swearing - 3 2l- - 5 5| 25lashes [ Lublic stocks || house stocks
. 3 dayTl and |] 24 hours
st ts .
False complaints - - - 14 4 8 10 18 | 25 lashes b;d?slg)cks s‘;iigtary :3}:33.
confinement ment.
. hour inutes
Indecent language and behaviour| 10 5 6 9 15 | 17 lashes {pu%lic stocks } ditto - gu!l‘:.lsr;cks.
11 hours I hour 48 hours 1 night
False pretence of sickness - ] 5}- - 12 12 R pod-stocks h“:f:c f: fee-t c?ﬂg‘:};z’gl X } bed stocks
Cuiting and eating dead cattle | — - — _— -_— - - -
Carelefsn e? " tea c:' 36 bours [ 3 day s and 1 night
essness in not guarding 6 1n 1 25 lashes solitary nights sol”
against fire - - - 13 4 7 confinement 1 confinement || bed stocks.
. h
ll-treating women, wives - 12 |- - 7 5 12 | 25 lashes be:il-s‘:)l:lis } -
L.
Infidelity to wives - - gl- - L 2 | 23 lashes %:%:f?::nse?lt } -
Torars =- - 3,097 |2,009 |1,237 |3,869 {5,106 '
Tue Abstract of Pumshmentsl
;:ldmg 30 June 1829, exln 3,173 12,499 {1,025 | 4,647 5,672

Ix the above 5,106 Punishments are included 37 punishments inflic
Maximum and Minimum of Punishment by the Magistrate,

a separate Return is now given.
262,

for each description ol

ted by Magistrates; and to prevent confusion, the
f offence, has been omitted there, and
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AssTrACT of Offences committed by Male and Female Plantation Slaves in Berbice, &c.——continued.

X 4 2 -g-g Punishments inflicted by Magistrates,
E | 2 |2 |8a
2 o ] =g g —
NATURE OF OFFENCES, & g g ® gé ¢ [TOTALl Males. Females,
i 2 | 3| 2B|2s3 . e —
S 2 g A é’ 85 Maximum. Minimum, Maximum, Minimum,
For Housebreaking and stealing 3l -{- -|- -~ 3 | 85 lashes | 66 lashes. — —
3 days and
-~ Refusing to work - - 2 |- -}~ <] - g | 56 lashes nights } -— —
dark room.
-7 nights
— Neglectof duty - - 6 |- -]« -t~ - 6 | 80 lashes | confined in —_— -—
hospital.
~ Resisting manager’s au- . - -
thority - - _} 1 f= |- <] = 1 | 50 lashes —
]' 5 nights 2 weeks 3 hours
—~ False complaints - - 4 3 |- -|- - 4 | 46 lashes solitary solitary in public
confinement || confinement {J stocks.
~ Riotous conduct - - 2 1 |- «f~- - 3 | 50 lashes | 40 lashes - ::ng;‘il::; :1: -
” 25 ditto, and
- Absconding from work - 3 1= =] =-l- - 3 | 45 lashes 14 nights —_— —
1 bed-atocks.
~ Theft - - - - 4 o o= =] - 4 | 99 lashes | 70 lashes. —_ —
— Practising obeah - - 2 e af- of. - 2 { 63 lashes | 62 lashes. — _
~ Insubordination - 3 - -]- -}~ - 3 { 70 lashes | 60 lashes. — —
— Cutting others with cutlasses 1 je o] -] - 1 | 40 lashes — - -
~ Carelessness with fire - 1 |- f- «t- - 1 | 40 lashes — — —
IM nights
. . in solita
~ Lying and false swearing 1 |- |- <]~ = 1 conﬁng } — — —_—
l ment,
ToraL = = =« == <]~ =-}- =-}| 37

LIST of LiceNsEs granted for the Mamaﬁ

of Slaves in Berbice, from

1st September 1829 to 1st March 1830.
Date of License, Names of Slaves. To whom belonging. By ;‘,’f‘;ﬁ:ﬁ'ﬂ;‘:dm“
1829 : _—_ P1. Dryheid
December 24 | June and Wilhelmina - - W. Kyatz Rev. John Wray.
~ g0 | Welcome and Bella - -]~ -ditto - - ditto.
— 30 | Adonis and Clarissa - -} - - ditto - - ditto.
— 30 | Prince and Abigail - -1- -ditto - - ditto.
1830:
January - 4 | Tamba and Charlotta - |- - ditto - |- - ditto.
~ = 4 | Amsterdam and Katy -1~ - ditto -1~ - ditto.
- - 4 | Patnam and Juliet - |- = ditto -« ditto.
s PL Provxdence] .
February 19 | Tom and Thraisia - - - “(W. Henery) J| =~ ditto.
LIST of Suirs instituted on behalf of Sl#ves, from 1st September 1829

to 1st March 1830,

AMOUNTS. NAMES OF PARTIES.
f-44. = | Negress Cristina, belonging to L. F. Gallez, versus Nancy Nietsch.
f- 7. - | Claartje, belonging to A. Bertoccine, versus free woman Grietje.

.22, 10, el Fraser, belonging to F. H. M‘Kenzie, versus John dchwiers.
I Abel F belonging to F. H. M‘Kenzi John Schwi
f. 6. - | John Clark, belonging to P1. Golden Grove, versus F. Schmidt.
f-55. = | Fredrik, belonging to PL. d’Eduard, versus Jos, Ferrell.

[Sally Kitty, belonging to Polly Ward, versus R. Akers. (This sum was paid

F38 =1 on the ay the 5ourt sat.)
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N° 6. Parr IL
DESPATCH from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard, ﬂB,IL
&e. &ec. &e. Correspondence.
SIR, Downing-street, 6th October 1830.

I nave received your Despatch of the 15th May last, together with the
Protector’s Report for the six months, from the 1st September 1829 to the
1st March 1830.

Tt appears by this Report, that the effect of the Enactment for the more speedy
recovery of Small Debts due to Slaves, is impeded by some difficulty arising out of
the form and manner of summary execution process. The Marshal, on being
required to carry the Enactment into effect ; observed, “ That the new Enactment
« had not altered the existing form and manner of summary execution process, and
« therefore he could only proceed in these cases according to the manner of proceed-
« ing on behalf of persons of free condition.” Upon slis, the Deputy Protector
remarks, “ I need not point out to your Excellency the tediousness and loss of
« time thus necessarily consumed, in carrying a sentence for the most trifling sum
« into effect.” No steps appear to have been taken, however, as suggested by
the Deputy Protector, to remedy this evil; and your own observation upon the
subject is, % There is some tediousness and delay in carrying on the process of
« execution by the Marshal, according to the established forms of the Colony ;
« but I apprehend that the necessity for resorting to these proceedings, will
« geldom oceur, as few people will be disposed to resist the slave’s demand, when
« once established by the Protector’s decision, and the Commissaries of the
« Court of Civil Justice.” I cannot agree with you in this opinion: it appears to
me that no difficulty occurring in any part of the proceedings, can be more destruc-
tive of the advantages of the law, than that which occurs in giving it final effect.
You will, therefore, re-consider this subject, with a_view to remedy the defect by
a Proclamation, to be issued under the authority of the seventy-seventh section of
the Order in Council of 2d February 1830.

By the proceedings on Complaint, No. 20, brought by the slave Schwiers,  Complaint,
against his manager, Mr. Gray, it appears on the testimony of the manager’s own No. 20.
witnesses, that after having flogged the slave, he refused to give him a pass imme-
diately, but told him to go to the hospital to get recovered from the effects of his
punishment ; and that he should have one the next day. On this, the Protector
makes no comment; but I must take this opportunity of observing, that the
efficacy of the laws for the Protection of Slaves, must entirely depend upon their
facility of access to the Protector and Assistant Protectors; and that these officers
will not be so well enabled to judge of the severity of a punishment, if the slave
be prevented from resorting to them until after he shall have recovered from its
effects.. The various Reports of Protectors of Slaves, which I have recently
perused, lead me to request that you will consider whether it may not be expe-
dient to enact a law, attaching a penalty to the refusal of a passtoa slave who
wishes to resort to the Protector or Assistant Protectors.

It is stated by the slave Joe, (Complaint, No. 23,) that he had run away from  Complaint,
his master, Mr. Cameron, in Demerara, on account of bad treatment, and had No. 23.
come to Berbice, where he had been since kept in the jail, a period of no less than
two years. Mr. Cameron, it appears, had come to take him back, and Joe applied
for the Protector’s interference to prevent it. This matter was referred to the
Fiscal, and the result is not stated in these papers. I request that you will report
to me on what authority this slave was kept in confinement for two years, and in
what way he has now been disposed of.

The Fiscal has stated the result of the Complaint, No 28, referred to him, to  Complaint,
have been the conviction of Messrs. Melrose, Rich, and Elliot, by the Court of No. 28.
Criminal Justice, for illegal and arbitrary treatment of the slave Andrew; but he
has not stated what was the sentence of the Court, nor whether it was carried into
effect. You will require him to supply this defect. I cannot advert to this case,
without observing upon the inhuman order acknowledged to have been given by

M. Gray, the manager of Plantation Reliance, to the slave Andrew to © chop” the
262. . cattle
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Parr Il cattle found trespassing on the property. If such conduct be not punishable by
- the laws of Berbice, it ought to be made so; and if it be punishable, Mr. Gray
PERBICE. ought to be prosecuted. You will report to me the state of the law in this respect,

Correspondence and you will cause any proceedings which it may authorize, to be taken against
* Mr. Gray.

On a review of these proceedings on the complaints of slaves, the only general
objections which I make to them is, that when the complaint is for undue punish-
ment, the amount of alleged punishment is not always brought out by the exami-
nations, so as to appear upon the record. The absence of any record of the
examinations, taken in the cases which were investigated by the Assistant Pro-
tectors, is a defect, of which (great as it is) I do not feel myself entitled to complain,
since these gentlemen perform their functions gratuitously, and their time must
necessarily be much engaged by their private occupations.

I am happy to perceive, that on the part of the Deputy Protector himself, there
does not appear to be any want of general efficiency.

With reference to the Abstracts of Punishment Records, I observe that in these,
as in other documents of the same kind, there are entries of punishments inflicted
by the masters of slaves, for such crimes as attempting to poison, &c., which, if
really committed, ought to have been brought under the cognizance of the Court
of Criminal Justice.

I deeply regret, thatthe Returns of Punishments do not, except in the case
of the minor inflictions, fulfil the hope which I expressed in my Despatch of
November 24th, 1828, that their excessive number would be reduced. On the
contrary, it appears that the corporal punishments have been increased by two
hundred. T observed to you in the Despatch to which I have referred, that the
number of punishments returned in the Half-yearly Report then under conside-
ration, was such as to lead to the inference, that from one-fourth to one-third of
the whole slave population of Berbice suffered punishment in the course of every
year. At the end of these Abstracts of Punishments by Masters, there is a sepa-
rate Account of thirty-seven punishments inflicted by the authority of Magistrates.
Some of these are extremely severe. As many as eighty lashes have been inflicted,
it appears, for offences which are classed under the description “ neglect of duty,”
and ninety-nine lashes for offences under the class “ theft.” In future, you will
take care that records of all proceedings before the Civil Magistrates, be trans-
mitted at the same time with the Protector’s Report.

These Documents, and also the Proceedings of the Fiscal, on complaints of
and against slaves, should embrace the same half. yearly periods as the Protector’s
Reports ; and by a Circular Despatch of the present date, which will accompany
this, you will be instructed, that the half-yearly periods should commence respec-
tively on the 1st day of January and the 1st of July in each year. I have to
request, that you will direct your especial attention to the revision of all these
proceedings, so soon as the Records shall reach you; since itis obvious, that what-
soever may be wrong in them will be more easily rectified, if a prompt revision
on the spot shall have preceded the final one by the Secretary of State.

I do not object to such a regulation as would admit the lapse of a fortnight, as
desired by the Protector, between the day on which the Records of Punishments
are required to be delivered to him, and that in which it is required to deliver his
Abstracts of them along with his Report to you.

- I'have communicated to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, your wish
to receive an answer to your application to them, on the subject of the claims of
five Winkel negroes to freedom, on the ground of their Indian descent.

I have, &ec.
(signed) G. Murray.
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N°7.

DESPATCH from Secretary Sir George Murray to Lieutenant Governor Beard,
&c. &ec. &e.

(Referred to in the preceding Despatch of 6th October 1830.)

SIR, Downing-street, 24th November 1828.

I navE received your Despatch, dated the 26th of March last, transmitting the
Half-yearly Report of the Deputy Protector of Slaves for the Colony of Berbice,
ending on the 1st day of that month.

_However culpable may have been the conduct of the persons who appear to
have employed their slaves at labour on the works at their plantations, during
a great part of the night, I fear that there is no adequate ground to expect that they
could be prosecuted to conviction. It appears with sufficient clearness, that this
offence is not punishable under the Ordinance made by your Excellency in
Council, on the 25th day of September 1826 ; nor could I find in the arguments
of the King's Advocate Mr. Daly, the Fiscal Mr. Bennett, and the Deputy Pro-
tector, any ground to infer that any earlier law of the Colony has denounced any
penalty for misconduct of this nature.

This defect in the law cannot, however, be too speedily supplied. You will,
therefore, avail yourself of the earliest opportunity for proposing to the Council
the enactment of a Supplementary Ordinance for defining the hours of repose to
be enjoyed by all slaves attached to plantations, during each night in the: week,
and for punishing all persons who, during those hours, may employ such slaves
in any species of labour. To slaves employed exclusively as domestics, it is
obvious, that rules of this nature would be inapplicable.

I observe in the case of King and others, numbered 46, in the List of Com-
plaints, that of the slaves belonging to a Plantation called Enfield,” who had
complained of excessive work, and of ill-treatment by the Manager, three were
adjudged to receive fifty lashes each, and other two to receive each forty lashes;
and that these punishments were awarded by the Protector, to whom the com-
plaint had been originally addressed. It is, however, desirable, that this practice
should be discontinued. The Protector should be known to the slaves in no
character which they will consider as unfriendly. He should be their guardian
only, and not their judge. When a slave prefers complaint against his master
from an improper motive, and without any sufficient grounds, he should incur
punishment ; but for this offence he should be brought to trial before some regular
tribunal, which should investigate the specific charge of groundless or frivolous
accusation, and award such punishment as the law may have previously prescribed.
Of this tribunal, the Protector should not be a member.

You will therefore propose to the Council the Enactment of a Law which shall
define the offence of groundlessly or frivolously accusing a master, and determine
by whom or in what manner that offence is to be tried, and what is the amount
of punishment with which it shall be visitable. The same law should expressly
prohibit all punishments for this offence, when inflicted by any other authority.

I have not observed without regret, the extraordinary proportion which the
pumber of Punishments in Berbice in a single year, bears to the whole population
of the Colony. In some cases there is a singular disparity between the nature of
the crime and the amount of the punishment. For example, while a slave named
William Pitt received only thirty-eight stripes for ¢ riotous conduct, resisting
“ authority, and wounding a man in_the hand with a knife, on Plantation Cane-
« field ” and while two other slaves received but eighty stripes each ¢ for being
“ caught in the act of shecp-stealing :”—1 perceive that on the Plantation called
« Phenix and Litchfield,” another slave received forty stripes for complaining
without a cause and leaving the estate without a pass; and that on Plantation
« Adelphi,” a slave was placed six nights and oneday ina dark room for a similar
offence. In some instances the crime is stated in very indefinite terms ; thus, on
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Plantation “Golden Fleece,” a slave received sixty stripes, with three days con-
finement in the stocks,  for very riotous and insubordinate conduct ;” and another
slave from “ Rose Hall” received a very severe punishment on the charge of ab-
senting himself for twenty-seven days, from * indolence and consummate villany,”

I direct your attention to these returns, because they indicate the necessity of
maintaining a vigilant watch against similar proceedings in future. It is of the
utmost importance that some just proportion should be maintained between
crimes and punishments, and that the nature of crimes which are so severely
corrected, should be defined by the master with greater precision.

I have noticed with great regret, that no less than six of the civil magistrates
omitted to make their returns within the time specified by law. You will admonish
them against the repetition of this irregularity, and point out to them the conse-
quences which they would personally incur if they should again give occasion to

any similar complaint.
I have, &ec.

(signed® G. Murray.

Ne° 8.

DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Beard to the Right Hon; Sir weorge Murray,
&e. &c. &e. .

SIR, . Berbice, 14th October 1830.

I nave the honour to transmit sundry Documents from the Deputy Protector
of Slaves, detailing the proceedings in his-office between the 1st March, when
his last Report was made, in pursuance of the late Slave Code of 26th September
1826 and the 14th May last, when the Order dated 2d February, of The King in
Council, for consolidating the several Slave Ordinances passed in the Crown
Colonies, came into operation in Berbice.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &ec.
(signed) H. Beard.

LETTER from C. Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves, to Licut.-Governor Beard,
. &e. &e. &e.

SIR, Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, 28th June 1830.

I sELIEVE your Excellency is fully aware that, in consequence of the particular time when
the Order of His Majesty in Council, dated 2d February 1830, came into force, I cannot, on
the first Monday next after the 24th June instant, deliver a written Report comprising the
particulars described by the 8oth clause of that Order; indeed, I think your Excellency
will deem me right in considering the Order does not contemplate the preparation of an
Report under it, before the month of December next, because the Reports are to be hali-
yearly, and there is nothing to lead to the supposition that the law is, with regard to the
first, to have a retrospective effect, which would be the case if it were now drawn up, from
occurrences which must necessarily have taken place under the former slave code.

As it is extremely desirable, however, to close the broken period from the 1st March to
the 14th May, I take advantage of the present opportunity to lay before you the following
Documents :—

No. 1.—Copy of my Complaint Book, from 1st March till 14th May; showing the
complaints of slaves, and the result of them,

No.2.—A List of Manumissions effected during the same period.

No. 3.—A List of Persons whose Manumissions were in legal progress on 14th May.

No. 4.—A List of Marriages legally solemnized from 1st March to 14th May.

No. 5.—Statement, showing the amount of Deposits in the Savings Bank on
14th May 1830.

No. 6.—A List of Suits instituted on behalf of Slaves.

_'The Punishment Records, notwithstanding your Excellency’s notification in The Gazette,
directing persons having the management of slaves to send them in forthwith, have not all
yet reached this office. I do not think this proceeds from a contumacious disposition to

disregard
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disregard the notice, but is owing principally to the extreme bad weather we have expe- ;
rixe:cagg for some time past, and which has rendered many of the roads in the distant parts Parr IL

of the colony absolutely impassable. So soon as I am in possession of these records, it will BERBICE.

be my first duty to lay an Abstract of them before your Excellency. N

I have the honour to be, Sir, Report from
Your Excellency’s most obedient and humble servant, Deputy Protector

(signed) Ck Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves. of Slaves,

No.1.—COPY OF COMPLAINT BOOK,

Complaint, No. 1.

Deputy Protector’s Office, Berbice, March 8th, 1830.

Castlereagh, belonging to Mr. Edmund Bond, complains,—That his master punished him
in the hand-stocks this morning, because he did not get breakfast ready in proper time yes-
terday. Castlereagh was told, 1f he had neglected his duty, his master could not be hindered
from punishing him, provided the punishment was proportionate to the offence.

Castlereagh then proceeded to state, his mother (Mar, ret) also had been in fault with
regard to the breakfast, and her master, Mr. Bond, put her into the stocks yesterday fore-
noon, in the dark-hole, and that she still remains there at this time (11 o’clock.)

Mr. Hart was sent to see if Castlereagh’s account was true. On his return, he reported
Mr. Bond was from home, but he obtained the key of the dark-hole from the housekeeper,
Miss Hiles: in the dark-hole, which is a room about 8 ft. by 5, having no window or other
outlet for the free circulation of air, Mr, Hart found the woman Margaret; she had then
both feet in the stocks. The statement of Castlereagh as to the time when his mother was
put into confinement was confirmed by Miss Eliza Hiles and Miss H. M‘Watt. )

The Deputy Protector went immediately to the Fiscal’s Office, and detailed the foregoing
circumstances to him, requesting the woman Margaret might be instantly released, and her
owner, Mr. Bond, proceeged against for punishing her contrary to law.

The Fiscal despatched the Under-Sheriff to release the slave Margaret, and commenced
proeeedings against her master.

Mr. Bond condemned to pay a fine of 150f. and the expenses incurred, which being com-
plied with, the Fiscal relinquished further proceedings against him.

Complaint, No. 2.

Deputy Protector’s Office, March 8th, 1830.

Betty, belonging to Harriet Burnett, states,—That F. Jansen is indebted to her six
guilders for clothes washing, and which he refuses to pay.

A Letter was given to Betty, requiring F. Jansen’s attendance at this office to-morrow
forenoon, with instructions that she should deliver it to him. : .

gth March 1830.—Betty attended, and informed the Deputy Protector, that she had
waited with his letter on I‘y Jansen; and on her handing the same to him, he tore it up,
and threw it in her face, and then drove her out of the yard. .

25th March.—A summons was now sent to F. Jansen by the negro Tom, the office mes-
senger. Tom met F. Jansen on the dam, and presented him the same, which he refused
to receive. Tom then met him at his house, but Jansen still refused to receive it, ‘and
told Tom to tell the Protector he was not at home,
.+ The Deputy Protector, in consequence of the non-appearanee of the defendant, consi-
dered such absence to amount to a confession of the debt, and condemned him, in con-
formity with the Small-debt enactment of 5th October 1829, to pay the slave Betty the
sum of six guilders for clothes washing.

This claim was ultimately paid by Jansen.

Complaint, No. 3.

Deputy Protector’s Office, 10th March 1830.

William, Jonas and Fortune, belonging to a task gang, complain,—We were employed
yesterday making cane banks at Plantation Everton, and the work which was given to us
we finished to the satisfaction of the driver, who superintended the work. This morning
the manager, Mr. Boyd, said the work was not done properly, as we had dug the small
drains too deep, and we were flogged. The manager approved of our worg yesterday
evening, and gave us a dram.

11th March 1830.—Mr. Boyd, manager of the task gang, in answer, states,—He was
overlooking the people on Tuesday morning, and was obliged repeatedly to admonish the
com‘:lainants to perform their work better; and finding they paid little attention to it,
he threatened, that if they did not do it better, he must punish them. Mr. Boyd quitted
the field at four o’clock, and did not return to it again. hen the driver went home, he
reported the work was finished, and thereupon the whole received a dram each. On Wed-
nesday morniag, Mr. Boyd, on inspecting the work, discovered the complainants had
deceived him, for he found that it would require the labour of an able man a whole day to
perfect it.  He therefore cansed the complainants to be flogged. Mr. Boyd further states,—
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Some of the slaves in his task gang, who had tasks precisely similar to the complainants,
finished their work by two o’clock in the afternoon. '

In explanation why the driver was not punished, for imposition in reporting the work of
the men to be finished, when they had merely scratched the ground, instead of digging.
it in a proper manner, Mr. Boyd stated, he had himself been in the field until four o’clock,
before which time some of the people had quitted it; he therefore, although considering
the driver extremely reprehensible for not particularly stating they had persevered in doing
bad work after he left them, still had not thought 1t absolutely necessary to punish him,
The driver, Frederick, was onlﬁr appointed to act as such on that day.

William persisted in saying he Kad finished his task, and finished it in & proper manner;
it therefore became necessary to have the work examined, and as the Fiscal, who happened
to be in the office at the time of this investigation, said, he was going to Plantation Everton,
and offered to inspect the work, he was requested to do so.

On the following day, the Fiscal informed the Deputy Protector he had seen the work,
and found the tasks given to the complainants no more than fair and ordinary work for the
day, which they had imperfect! ﬁnisﬁed, and which could not be accepted by the overseers
of the estate who had employed the task gang.

Complaint, No. 4.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 22d March 1830.

Abel Fraser, belonging to F. H. M‘Kenzie, attended, and stated,—That Miss Margaret
Davidson is indebted to him, for playing the fiddle, thirty-three guilders, and requests the
Deputy Protector to assist him in recovering the same.

Miss Davidson is summoned for Thursday the 25th instant. :

25th March.—Miss M, Davidson attended, in obedience to the summons, and after a
considerable dispute between the parties, she agreed to pay Abel 11f. more (he having
already received 22 f. some time ago), and which, he was told, seemed to be adequate to the
service he performed.

Complaint, No. 5.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 22d March 1830.
The negress Hannah attended at the office, and handed a good in her favour, by
M. A. Mathews, for goods purchased from Hannah, and requested that Miss Mathews may

be compelled to pay her.
Miss Mathews was summoned, and it appeared this debt is due to the mistress of Hannah,

and not the slave herself.

Complaint, No. 6. ,
Deputy Protector’s Office, March 24th, 1830.

Johanna, belonging to Plantation Reliance, complains,—Last week she was placed in
solitary confinement for not finishing the task given her, and was released on Monday
morning. On Monday she again left her work undone, and was confined at night in the
bed-stocks ; and on her being released yesterday moming, the manager threatened to have
her again confined in solitary confinement, if she persisted in neglecting to finish her
work. Johanna says, that her task is about one-half of what the others perform, on account
of her being pregnant ; but as she advances in that state, she is not able to perform it, and
thinks that she ought not to have been coufined in the bed-stocks.

A Letter was addressed to the manager of Plantation Reliance, requesting that the
medical attendant of that estate might be called to examine Johanna, and that the manager
should confine himself (in giving Johanna a task) to such portion as the doctor might think
her able to perform.

Complaint, No. 7.
Deputy Protector’s Office, March 30th, 1830.

THE slave Jacob, belonging to the Winkel department, attended, and complained,—That
some time ago he agreed with Mr. Fry to bui{’d a forge and chimney at his shop, for the
sum of 121f.; that he finished the work, and on applying to Mr. Fry for payment, he
refused to stand to his agreement, but denies having agreed for 121 ., and only offers 60f.
for the whole of the wurk.

Mr. Hart waited on Mr, Fry, who denied having agreed for 121f. as Jacob asserts, but
offered to pay 60f. on completion of the job Jacob had undertaken. That Jacob never
completed the job, and what he did was so badly performed, that Mr. Fry was obliged to
hire a mason from the Winkels to have it finished. That Jacob received 62 guilders, and
that therefore Mr. Fry had in fact overpaid Jacob.

On Jacob being made acquainted with Mr. Fry’s atatement, he persisted by what he had
stated about the engagement for 121f. The Protector asked Jacob if he could produce
‘any evidence to substantiate his claim, and contradict Mr. Fry’s statement, to which Jacob
replied, that he was alone with Mr. Fry when they agreed for the work, and knew of no
one that could give any evidence on the subject.

This case cannot be proceeded with for want of evidence.
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Complaint, No. 8.
Deputy Protector’s Office, April 5th, 1830.

Harriet, a slave belonging to W. Henery, files a claim against A. G. Burmester, for 243.f.
and states,—That he refuses to pay. The debt is for attending the Reverend Mr. Vos whilst
sick, after he was dismissed by the Lutherans in this colony.

Mr. Burmester, in answer, says,—Last week Harriet called on me with an account; I said
I considered it rather high, and I would wish to see Mr. Prass, my ¢o-administrator, about
it. I, however, could not find Mr. Prass in town, and a few days elapsed. Harriet again
called, and said, she could wait no longer, and would see Mr. Prass herself. The following
day she returned, and said, she had seen Mr. Prass, who told her that I must settle the
account ; that if I had no money, I should give her an order on Mr. Henery. I said, I could
not believe it, because Mr. Prass would certainly have written to me. She threatened to go
to complain. '

Mr. Burmester further adds, that he and Mr. Brocker spoke to Mr. La Rose, about hiring
a person to attend Mr. Vos; the hire was not to exceed 22f.or 33f. per month. That an
account was rendered before the death of Mr. Vos, for 120/ which K;r. Burmester agreed
to pay, but the account has been since so much increased, that Mr., Burmester thinks he
is not authorized to pay it. He therefore offers 120f,, or so much more as will amount to

* a month, but cannot think of paying the amount claimed by Harriet,
. La Rose says, that Mr., Burmester agreed to be monthly responsible for Harriet’s hire,
in attending the Reverend Mr. Vos, and tEat a reasonable allowance would be made.

Mr. Burmester paid 11f. at one time, and desired F. La Rose to keep an account of what
should be expended for Mr. Vos. The 120f. which Mr. Burmester speaks of, is for hire,
and the rest for necessaries provided for the sick.

The Deputy Protector advised Harriet provisionally to accept payment at the rate of

per month, as agreed to by Mr. Burmester, which will amount to 121£. 15. and that
tha balance of her account will be laid before the vestry of the Lutheran Church, at its next
meeting, and every means used to recover it for her.

Complaint, No. 9.
Deputy Protector’s Office, April 6th, 1830.

Christina, belonging to Miss E. A. Casey, says,—That by the last will of the late
Zimmerman, she was entitled to look for a person to purchase her; and notwith-
standing that beq:: st in her favour, she has been sold three times without being allowed that
privilege. Miss E. A. Casey now is about to sell her at public vendue; she therefore re-
quests the Protector’s interference, in order that she may have an opportunity of finding an
owner that she likes.

On inquiry, it apKeared that Christina was sold by the executors of Zimmerman
to a Mr. Da Costa; this was at her special request; and to effect such sale, she and her child
were sold at the reduced price of 3,000f.; that after she had been with Da Costa a few
months, she and her master quarrelled, and she obliged him to sell her; on that occasion
also she persuaded Mr. Nicolay to purchase her, at the rate of 5,000f.; and which dif-
ference clearly shows the execuiors acted with much moderation, in enabling the person
she pointed out, in the first instance, to buy her. Miss E. Casey, although she has great
reason to be dissatisfied with her past conduct, in not paying anK hire, agrees that she
may look for a person to purchase her; that is to say, until next Thursday, on which day
she is to be put up at public vendue.

The Deputy Protector told Christina to try to find some one whom she preferred, to pur-
chase her, and if she succeeds, to mention 1t to her mistress, or call at this office.

Complaint, No. 10.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 6th April 1830.

Nanny, belonging to Miss Cecilia Benjamin, says,—That she is to be sold on Thursday
next at public vendue, with five of her children, who are sickly ; but the eldest, Helen, who
in fact is the only one that can be of any use to her, is to be withheld by her mistress.
A communication having been made regarding these slaves with their owner, it appeared
there was no intention to separate the family, and that the whole would be sold together.

A few days afterwards, Nanny, at her own request, was sold separate from Helen.

Note.—Helen is more than sixteen years of age. :

Complaint, No. 11. .
April 14th, 1830.
Payne, belonging to Plantation Maketraite, states,—Last month he was weeding grass,
and on account of not performing it as he ought to have done, he was ordered in the stocks
during the night. He said, he wished to fetch his blanket, and on his return to go in con-
finement, he found the door locked, and he therefore returned home. Next morning, the
manager sent for the civil magistrate, Mr. Mittelholzer, and he was ﬁo%gefi. After having
receév.ed the flogging, he went to Mr. W. Campbell, the attorney, but obtained no redreslfi;
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be merely gave him a letter to the manager. On Saturday last, the gang was called in the
evening to take a dram, and the Easter holidays then commenced. Manager ordered
the driver to lay hold on Payne, and confine him in the stocks, where he remained untjl

esterday morning, Tuesday. Manager told Payne, it was by order of the attorney for
Kavin complained to him.

A Letter was given Payne, addressed to the Assistant Protector of the district in which
Plantation Maketraite is situated, requesting him to inquire into Payne’s case, and report
thereon forthwith.

The Assistant Protector reported, that Payne’s case was, at his own request, inquired into
by the district magistrate, who found Payne in the wrong, and punished him.

Complaint, No. 12.
Deputy Protector’s Office, 14th April 1830.

George says,—That formerly he belonged to Plantation Profit, and that his mother and
his five brothers were sold by Mr. Winter to Mr. Williams; that George was separated
from his mother (being from his appearance about fourteen years old), and subsequently
sold to Mr. Forsyth, where he now lives alone. George requests the Protector’s inter-
ference in order to annul the sale, or to cause George to be returned to his mother at
Plantation Prospect
4 The following Letter was addressed to Mr. Williams, and forwarded to him imme

iately :— ' ‘

SIR, Berbice, 14th April 1830.

Tue slave boy, George, belonging to Mr. Forsyth, has complained to me to-day, that he
was separated from his family against his consent, and desires the sale may be annulled,
in order that he may rejoin his mother. As he tells me you were the purchaser of his
mother and the rest of her children, I shall feel obliged by your informing me of the circum-
stances which induced the former proprietors of these people to sell them separately, and
the ground on which it is sup osedp this sale will stand good, in defiance of the 26th clause
of the Slave Ordinance of 25th September 1826. -

I have the honour, &ec.

Thos. Williams, Esq. . (signed) Chdrles Bird,
Plantation Prospect. Deputy Protector of Slaves.
SIR, o Prospect, 23d April 1830.

INp1srosiTION prevented me replying to your Letter on the subject of the boy George
Bone till now. , '

I, however, now beg leave to say, that at the time I purchased the family of which he
formed part, it was understood that he was to be purchased by his father, Mr. George
Bone, who was, I believe, in treaty with Mr. Winter for him at the time Mr. Forsyth
{:):;lcluded, in England, the purchase of the Profit gang, to which the said family formerly

onged.

Thg reason why Mr. Bone has not purchased him since that period, I cannot undertake
to determine.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

(signed) Thomas Williams.

Tue Deputy Protector had an interview with Mr. Williams upon this matter, when
Mr. Williaros stated it to be his intention to manumit the slaves he had purchased fram
Mr. Winter, as soon as he could put some -private matters in train to do so. The Deputy
Protector told him, under this en agement he would not oppose the sale.

Mr. Williams, on the 26th of June, forwarded the necessary documents to proceed with
their manumission.

Complaint, No. 13. ,
14th April 1830.

C. R. Heytmeyer states,—He was living as a free man upon Plantation L’Espérance,
about twenty years ago; he had then a female slave, named Aurora, for his wife; she was
delivered of a child, who now bears the name of Mietje; this girl C. R. Heytmeyer consi-
dered and acknowledged to be his daughter. Mr. } W. Heytmeyer, the proprietor of
Aurora, said that the child Mietje should never be a slave, and that he would make her
free; he, however, died shortly afterwards, without doing any thing towards the fulfilment
of his promise.

- Mr. J. W. Heytmeyer, by his last will, appointed J. F. Obermuller to be his executor,
who, previous to going to Europe, about the year 1820, told C. R. Heytmeyer that his
daughter Mietje was not upon the list of slaves belonging to Plantation L’Espérance.
C. I% Heytmeyer further states, that his daughter Mietje was never upon the registry as
a slave in this colony. ‘

C. R. Heytmeyer having heard it surmised, that his daaghter, because she was born
a slave, may he geized as such by the heirs of his father, J. W Heytmeyer, desires that she
may
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may be regularly manumitted. He says further, that Mr. and Mrs. Mathews have some
knowledge of the circumstances he has related.

15th April 1830.—MTr. J. T. Mathews called, and sworn, states,—He knew Mr. J. W. Heyt-
meyer, the former proprietor of Plantation L’Espérance; has been often in his society, and
has heard him then declare he had given the child Mietje to her father to be freed.
C. R. Heytmeyer considered her from such time to be no longer a slave. Mr. Heytmeyer
went so far as to give his reasons for relinquishing all title to the services of the child,
which were principally, that the child could not %or a great number of years be of the
slightest use to him ; and also, that it would tend to quiet the uneasiness of his son,
C. R. Heytmeyer, who always feared Mietje might at some future period be sold and
treated as an ordinary slave. Mr, Mathews observed, his wife can give similar testimony,
and will be ready to do so whenever called upon.

C. R. Heytmeyer being desired to state, whether he had any other evidence to bring for-
ward to prove the gift made to him by his father, or whether he was willing to risk a pro-
cess for manumission, upon the evidence of Mr. and Mrs. Mathews, replied, that he preferred
a short delay, to bring orward Mr. Linde, who was his father’s clerk at the time, but who
is now living a great distance up the river.

Complaint, No. 14.

N ‘ 24th April 1813,

Mathew, belonging to Plantation Friends, the property of W, Forsyth, compﬁnins,—-—This
morning, when he and the other slaves went to the field to take their rows of work, the
driver said, the complainant did not begin to do his work fast enough, and began to beat
him with a stick called a supple jack ; the overseer, Mr. Campbell, also had a supple jack
in his hand, and he also beat complainant.

These people were summoned to answer the complaint.

26th April 1830.—Mr. Campbell attended, and denied that Mathew had received any
punishment from him on the momning in question; he heard the driver and Mathew quar-
relling, and threatened to punish Mathew if he did not desist and go to his work ; Mathew
was, %owever, not punished, for he ran away. Mr, Campbell positively denies having struck-
Mathew, either with a supple jack or any thing else; says, he cannot tell whether the driver
struck Mathew or not ; he did not see however.

Tobias, the driver, states,—Mathew went to the field about nine o’clock in the morning ;
when Tobias saw him, he told him to come and take his row; Mathew, instead of doing so,

assed along and stood upon the dam ; Tobias called to him again, but he would not go to

Eis work ; Tobias thereupon took a piece of old rotten bush rope, and struck Mathew two
or three times on the posteriors. Tobias says, he did not know he was doing wrong at the
time he beat Mathew, but the chastisement he gave him was slight, and was given in. the
hope he would go to his work, and thereby avoid being flogged in the usual manner.
Tobias says, he will never do so again, and he thinks this offence will be overlooked, espe-
cially as he himself was responsible for the performance of Mathew’s work.

27th April.—The Deputy Protector proceeded to Plantation Friends for the purpose of
discovering whether Mathew could bring forward any evidence to substantiate his charge
against the overseer.

Munro, Sambo, Dimba and Drynon, all state, that the driver beat Mathew, but that he

beat him slightly; they, cannot, however say what he beat him with. Drynon, the most.

intelligent, positively states, the driver is not in the habit of taking any instrument of
punishment with him to the field; and on Friday he saw him going to the field, but did
not perceive he had any supple jack or bush rope in his hand.

None of these people saw Mr. Campbell beat Mathew, or in any wapner attempt it,
except Munro. who asserts that he did so; it, however, appeared that Munro is the intimate
friend of Mathew; and the other slaves, who deny the fact, consider it extremely probable
that the two combined to make this charge against the overseer, which is without any
foundation.

A Letter was addressed to his Honor the Fiscal, handing him the above charge against
the slave Tobias, at the same time recommending him to the most favourable consideration
the offence he had committed would admit of.

. . Complaint, No. 15.

' : . 27th April 1830.

Margaret and Present, belonging to Andrew Ross, state,—Their master gives them the
game task as the other slaves on the estate in cleaning cotton, and that, from their old age
and consequent inability, they are unable to perform it; that for cleaning twenty pounds of
cotton yesterday, which was the very utmost their strength would allow them to clean, they
were this morning confined in the public stocks for one hour.. Present exhibits her feet,
and complains of the pain she endured whilst confined in the public stocks, she being
afllicted with elephantiasis, and requests the Protector to prohibit her master from punish-
ing her in future in that manner.

r. Ross called, and stated,—That although the two complainants were elderlz woen,
yet they might very easily perform about two-thirds of the task performed by the others,
n :éeauing cotton ; that there was no bodily exertion required, and therefore the old people
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were as able as the younger part of the gang in that respect ; he would, however, leave it to
any planter to say whether the task exacted from these people was too large a one, and if
he saw that they were willing, he would be satisfied with very little.

The Protector told Mr. Ross, that he would request Mr. Duncan Fraser, the district
magistrate, to call at Plantation Warren, and examine the work performed by the com-

lainants, and that he, Mr. Fraser, would then be able to say what task could be demanded

g'om them, by which Mr. Ross will have to regulate himself in future. »

Present was sent to Dr. Beresford for examination, who reported the confinement in the
stocks, in a standing position, to be improper for her; and if it is necessury to confine her
in the stocks at all, it must be in a reclining position, for instance, the bed-stocks.

A Letter to this effect was addressed to Mr. Ross, and given to Present, with instructions
to deliver it to him,

Complaint, No. 16. A
Deputy Protector’s Office, 27th April 1830.

Tipia, belonging to Jacob Staal, complains,~That the negro Rodney, of Plantation
Providence, has stolen a corial (his property) from him, and that his master, Mr. Staal, can
identify the same; and requests the Protector to compel Rodney to return the same.

The Deputy Protector informed Tipia, that the law prohibited slaves to own corials, and
that he would endeavour to find out the rightful owner, who would then be obliged to dis-

e of the same, . )

Mr. Spangenberg happening to call at the office, and who knows Tipia’s corial, was
requested to call at Plantation Providence to identify the same,

Complaint, No. 17 v
At Plantation Philadelphia, 28th April 1830.

Adam states,—Some time ago when he was sick, the manager sent a boy, named Willis,
to him for his shovel ; Adam told him the shovel was in his house ; Willis went and took it.
When Adam got out of the sick house, he went to work with the gang of women in conse-
quence of a sore on his leg; whilst there, a slave named Corydon went to him from the
manager, to ask also for the shovel; Adam said, Willis had already taken it; Adam went
with Corydon to Willis to get the shovel, but the manager as soon as he saw it, said it was
not the shovel he had delivered to Adam; that the shovel belongiu%lto Adam was new,
whereas the one produced was an old one, and put Adam into the darkhouse at 4 o’clock on
Sunday afternoon; on Monday mornin%, at six o’clock, Adam was loosed ; the manager
told him to go and find his proper shovel, otherwise he must be flogged ; Adam said, before
he was flogged he would go to complain, and he set out for the purpose.

Mr. M<Intosh, the manager of Philade]phia, states in reply,—Last December Adam
received a new shovel. He never worked with this shovel up to the present date. Last
Friday, however, the manager sent a slave named Corydon for the shovel. An old worn-out
shove{ was produced, which he (the manager) at once declared was not the right one, and
sent Adam back to brinithe new one, which he had never used. Adam went back two or
three times, pretending he would bring it ; at last he said he had lent the shovel to Willis,
and as soon as his broﬁxer came home he would bring it. He, however, when Willis came,
still brought the same shovel back. Immediately afterwards, Adam, Willis and Corydon
all got quarrelling in the negro-{ard on the same subject. The manager states, in order to
put a stop to it, he had Adam taken away and locked up. The next morning, the manager,
desirous to avoid punishing Adam, (if possible,) told him, he gave him another opportunit
to bring his proper shovel, but unless he did so, he must be flogged for making away witK
his shovel. Adam got into a rage, and said he would be d—d if the manager should punish
him, and set off from the estate.

Willis states, he broke his shovel some time ago, and the manager, whilst in the boiling
house, told him to go to Adam for his. He went, and the shovel has been worn out since.
Willis says, when his shovel broke, he showed it to Mr. Taute, who put it up in the store.

Mr. Taute confirms what Willis states with regard to the report of breaking the shovel.

Mr. M¢Intosh denies that he ever authorized Willis to ask for the shovel, and it is now
for the first time he has heard any thing respecting Willis. Had Adam mentioned these
circumstances when he was first required to bring the shovel, nothing would have been said
to him. It was his intention to have flogged Adam, because slaves are in the habit, when
they think it can be done without discovery, to sell the new tools given them to work with,
and then either to borrow from the other slaves, or use the old ones which had been declared
unfit for service.

The Deputy Protector decided the point at issue to be, whether the shovel given to Adam
in December, had been improperly made away with by him, or, whether Willis had in reality
borrowed it, and worn it out in the service of the estate. Mr. Taute has declared he saw the
broken shovel of Willis, and heard him report the circumstance ; therefore, as Willis did not
receive a new one, at the time, he must have borrowed one somewhere to do his work with,
and it is not unreasonable to suppose he went to his brother for that purpose.

- Adam was directed to return to his work without receiving any punishment.
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Complaint, No. 18. .
12th May 1830.

Catharina, belonging to Mr. Chisholm, and at present working in a task gang at Planta-
tion Everton, complains,—That she issick, notwithstanding which, the manager, Mr. Boyle,
insists upon her going to work ; Catharina admits the doctor saw her yesterday, and said she
bad nothing the matter with her.

Catharina was sent to the doctor to be examined in town, and instructed to return to the
office immediately afterwards, to relate what the doctor said ; Catharina did not return to
the office, nor did the Deputy Protector see her again till the following day, when she went
to his house to state she could not find the doctor who attended her. he Deputy Pro-
tector told Catharina, he suspected she was merely pretending sickness, in order to loiter
about the town ; and he went himself with her to Dr. Hollingsworth, who, after an examina-
tion, declared Catharina was not sick. The Deputy Protector, in order to avoid the possi-
bility of mistake, wrote to Mr. Boyle, directing him to place Catharina in the sick house at
Plantation Everton, and have her examined again by the medical attendant the next day.

15th May.—Mr. Boyle attended to state, he bhad comslied with the directions sent to him,
but Catharina was up to this daz free from sickness, and as this was the third time she had
absented herself from work without any proper reason, he intended to take her before the
Fiscal.

No. 2—LIST of MaNuMissioNs effected from the 1st of March to the 14th day of May
1830, the date that the Order in Council of 2d February came in operation.

Date of Name of Slave. Name of Owner. Whether by Purchase,

Manumissions. or otherwise, TOTAL.

1830.
April - 14 | Negro Trim - - E.S. Banister - - Bywil - - - 1

May - 26 | Hellene - -|TBlake- - -| ditto - - - 1
- Number effected - 2

No. 3.—LIST of PErsoNs whose MaNUMIssioNs are in legal progress on the i4th May
1830, the date that the Order in Council of 2d February came in operation.

A;g?i:; t‘;zn. Name of Slave. Name of Owner. Wheg:';:flgi‘;:iba"' TOTAL.
1830- c d by th
Feb. - 1 | Ariana - - | Este, of Gonanlock - {( OCI:::isittzrs) ! t f} 1
March 13 |Eva - - - | F.Maween Crecher - Deed of Gift - - 1
March 24 | Eliza and Margaret | J. Grimmond - = | - - ditto - - 2
March 24 | Ned - - -| Mrs.E.Kendall -{-- ditto - - 1
April - 10 | Louisa and child - L.F.Gallez - -] - - ditto - - 2
April - 26 | Frederica - - |J.J.Duvel - -]-- ditto - - 1

children, Alfred,

April - 26 | Deborah, and three). .
Mrs. Henery - - | = - ditto - - 4

Rose & Rebecca
April - 30 | Harrietta - - | Free woman Santje - Purchased for f.2,500 | 3
May - 14! Mary - - ~-|E A. Watkins- - |-~ ditto - f.1,600 1
May - 14 | Princess (coloured) | A. Hartmann - - Deed of Gift - - 1

TotaL Number - 15
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No. 4.—LIST of SLavEs that were lawfully MARRIED on a License from the Protector’s
' Office, from 1st March to 14th May 1830.

Date of License. Names of Slaves, To whom belunging. By whom Solemnized.

{Pln. Vryheed, . the

March - 8 | Smart and Venus - \ property of W. Katz

Reverend John Wray.

March - 8 | Rogerand Hester -|- - ditto - -}- - ditto.

No. 5.—STATEMENT of Mon1Es deposited in the Savines Banxk on the 14th May 1830,

April - 2 | - - Withdrawn this day, by the negress Harriet, the amount of

. To whom Bequeathed
geﬂ;::ii Name of Depositor. Name of Owners. °i: c:;: of I%za:h. AMOUNT.
1830.

March - 1 | Amount in Deposit by former statement - = - f| 6264 - -

her degosit, she having purchased her freedom for 2,500f. or
1751, 8s. - e T

1,250 = -

Torav remaining in Deposit - - £.351.17s. or | 5,014 - -

No. 6.—LIST of ActioNs instituted on behalf of SLavEs, from 1st March to
14th May 1830.

Name of Slave. Name of the Defendant. By whom Prosecuted.

Margaret = -|EBond- - -|-.By His Honour the Fiscal,
for unlawfully detaining her in
the bed-stocks in dark room.
Vide Complaint Book (Case 1.)

Betty Burnett - - | F. Jansen - = | == By Deputy Protector of Slaves,
for the recovery of six guilders.
Vide Complaint Book (Case 2.)

LETTER from Charles Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves, to Lieut.-Governor Beard,
&e. &e. &e.

SIR, Deputy Protector of Slaves’ Office, Berbice, 4th Oct. 1830.

I HAvE it at length in my power to furnish your Excellency with the Abstract of Punish-
ments mentioned in my Letter of the 28th June last.

The. managers and others, whose duty it was to have supplied the copies of the records
from which this Abstract has been taken, did not, notwithstanding your Excellency’s Order,
published in the Colonial Gazette, calling upon them to do so, transmit such returns to this
office until very lately ; indeed, the last of them was only sworn to on the 2gth ultimo,

which will, I trust, satisfactorily account for what would otherwise appear to be reprehen-
sible delay on my part.

The Abstract continues to exhibit a slight decrease in the number of punishments inflicted

upon slaves, but not by any means to that extent which I some time ago warmly expected
to have witnessed.

I have the honour to remain, Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,

(signed) CK Bird, Deputy Protector of Slaves.
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ABSTRACT of OFFENCEs committed by MaLe and FEMaLE PLANTATION SLAVES in the Colony of Berbice, made up

from
Districts, from the 1st

the Returns of Punishments forwarded to the Deputy Protector of Slaves by the Assistant Protectors of the several
day of January to the 14th day of May (the day the New Order in Council came into operation)

1830; showing the Nature of the Offences, the Number of Slaves committing the same, the Nature of the Punishments,
the Maximum and Minimum of such Punishments, and the Total Number of such Offences and Punishments.

s g ) £3 Punishments inflicted by Managers.
3 g T 5. .
. s ] B |
NATURE OF OFFENCES. £ 3 g |3 ¥y |roTaL Males. Females.
% —5 _g g :’ -=; s 2 s N
= - g |87 Maximum. Minimum. Maximum. Minimum,
Attempting to poison = - —_— — — —_ _— _ . _
Attempting to ravish - -] - _— _— — — — — — —
Attempting to murder - -} — — — — — — — _— —_
Attempting to commit suicide | o — —_— —_ — — — — —
Cutling others with cutlasses - 3 - 2 |- - 2 | 25 lashes | 17 lashes —_ —
Incendiaries - - - 2 - 2{- - 2 | 25 lashes | 15 lashes — -
Killing and destroying stock - 1 - 1{- 1 | 25 lashes — —_ —
. d 4
Cruelty to animals - - 3 - 2 1 3 | 25 lashes c":i ﬁ:ZISnet}t } — —_
Housebreaking and stealing - 8 - 4 4 8 | 25 lashes |{° h"s‘:(‘; cPl;bllc } — —
f 3 days’ and |{10 minutes
Theft, petty larceny - = 11 69 73 | 142 | 25 lushes | J hour ditto || nights’ solit? public
) confinement stocks.
Sheep, hog aud poultry stealing 4 - 2 2 4 | 25 lashes be‘d:ltiglts } _ _
Encouraging others to steal - — — -— — — — — —_— —
Conniving at theft, and at- 3 days’ solity 1 night
tempting t(;steal . - 8 ! 6 3 9 | 25 lashes confinement | bed-stocks -
Receiving stolen goods, know-
ing them to be such .. ! - |- - 1| 10 lashes - - -
Striking manager - - - - _— — — — — — — —_—
Biting overseer - - - - — —_— — - —_ —_— —_ —
Str'king overseer - - e ] - — — — —_ —_ — - —_
Striking driver - - - 2 1 2 1 3 | 25 lashes | 3 lashes - beld :ltilcllis } —
Biting driver - - - - —_ — —_ — — —_ — —
Holding and tearing driver’s
shirt - - - -l = - - - - - - - -
Raising cutlass against driver - | — — —_ —_— —_ — — —_— —
Re:}s(tix:g ma-nager .m dleharg:e} 1 . A 1 | 19 lashes — _ -
Breaking stocks - - - | — —_ — —_ — — — — _
Rei £ hour 3 days’ and $ hour
using to work - - - 44 41 21 6. 85 | 25 lashes { 2 3 nights’ public
+ ° confinement || ¢nfinement stocks.
. , ight
; ; 1 hour publ hours’ 1 nigl
Disbedience  + « - | 168 77| 54| 101| 45| o5 lashes [ERGRRNCNLL R O { solitary
coufinement.
I' 3 days’ and |] 5 minutes
Insolence - - - «| 123} 109 531 177] 230 o5 lashes | } hour ditto nights’ solit” | > public
1 confinement stocks.
et 47 hours’ 6 hours’ 1 night
lnlubordmatlon - - - 35 44- 33 56 79 Q5 lasbes conﬁnement house-stocks bed'Stockl.
i . g days’ 1 night
Abusive language to owners - i} 6 - 6 61 - == - - { confinement | { bed-stocks.
. s peor 10 minutes
i 30 minutes’ 2 nights A
Absconding from work - - 13 16 78 61| 139 | 25 lashes public-stocks | | confinement L f:ot::l"‘:
. _ J 24 hours’soli- *
Encouraging others to abscond 4 - 41- - 4 | 18 lashes |< tary confine- —_ —_—
. [ ment
Inducing gang to turn out late | — — -— -— _ — — — —
Contemptuous behaviour and 15 minutes’ 3 days’ 1 night
language -« - - - 7 2 2 7 9 | 20lashes |\ . blic stocks|f confinement | {bed-stocks.
Mutinous language - - 1 - 1l - 1 | o5 lashes — -— _—

: . . , 5 minutes’ 1 night 5 minutes
Quarrelling - N 8 13 1 20 21 | 20 lashes public stocks } bed stocks }pub.swckﬂ.
Ditto 2§ bours’ j’ 3 days’ and 1 hl?lur
itto and fighting - - | 21 46 6| 61| 67] 25!lashes . nights’ solit’{ > public

public stocks t stocks.
Scalding others - - | — | — | — | — | = | = - confinemnent)) XX

262,

(continued )
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AssTrRACT of Offences committed by Male and Female Plantation Slaves in Berbice, &c.~ continued.

; i . lg"% Punishments inflicted by Managers.
<
1| % |S44 !
NATURE OF OFFENCES. sﬁ’ 2 E° = ”§, E TOTAL. Males. Females.
(] —g 3 _§ s..g f |1 ——
g & g g e Maximum, Minimum, Mnximm.n. Mininum,
Beating oth - 12 8 25 lashes | g lash - 6 houry’ 1 night
ting others - - 5 9 17125 3 lashes house-stocks | {bed-stocks,
. - R 3days’ |\ 1h
Biting others - - - - 2 - 3 2 . “ 1\ confinement | fpub. sa:lcls_
. . 1 Dight 1 ho
o b SO Y B R NECY B Bt R - |
n:;nnp 10g to sirike @ v -l 1|- - 1}- - 1 | 25 lashes — — -
Lying with other men’s wives 3 |- - 3l- - 3 | 5 lashes | 16 lashes - —
Seducing and attempting to}
seduce other men’s wives - f N b 2 | 92 lashes } 10 lashes 1 night |\ -
Committing fornicatien - - 1 1 1 1 2 | 15 lashes | - - - bed-stgcks fo—
ht ih
Infidelity to husbands - - - 3 - 3 3| - - |- - . y :ng } # hour
Father selling daughter to pros- } R bed-stocks | fpub. t“k'
titution - - - - -
. 6 hours
ht bed-
Drunkenness « « -} 40 3 19 24 43 | 25 lashes {1 ng solitary
stocks - |} confinement
Bad work, and not finishing task | 48 6 Tash hour [ SN o0 | 2 nfeht
ad work, and not finishingtask | 480 | 451 ] 171 | %60 31 | 25 lashes h ay solitary
s 7 9 public stocks [ o ne o oo f bed-stocks-
Neglect of dut 8| 208| 216| 6 lash 1 might  |[3VEREE | 5 minutes
t - - - 5
eglect of duty 526 | 298 | 216 | 610 | 826 | a5 lashes || oG LE, o days solitary Jp..b ok
. 1 bour
Neglecting stock - - - 26 |- - 14 12 26 | 15 lashes public stocks }
3days’and
. . . . nights’ so- 1 night
Neglecting to throw grass 7 - Vi 70 tary con- | ( bed-stocks. } —
N i finement
ot coming to wor in proper} . ‘ £ hour 1 night £ hour’s
time . - .. 58 | 106 13 | 152 | 164 | 24 lashes public stocks | f bed-stocks puzb. stocks,
Neglecting prayers - o] - — —_ —_ — —_ _— — —
Introducing rum ob estate - | — — —_ - —_ - —_ — —_
Refusing to keep Sabbath-day - | ~— — — — —_ — — — —
Riding mules at night -~ <« | — —_ — _— — — -— — -—
. £ hour 1 night 4 bour
Idleness, laziness ard indolence | 167 | 100 39 | 228 | 267 | 25 lashes pul:lic stocks } bed-stocks | pub.stocks.
. ia . . 1 hour public 2 days’ 1 night
Leaving estate at night 22 17 Vi 32 39 | 25 lashes stocks } confinement | [bed-stecks
. } . B ! 3 days’ .1 night’
Absenting from hospital 9 4 1 12 13 | 6 lashes confinement | [ bed-stocks —
3 days’and
. . . . ) nights’ 1 night bed- 3days’ |1 1day
Neglecting sores 6 1 3 4 7 l solitary stocks coufinement } confined.
. .. confinement . icht
Refusing to take medicine - 2 1 2 1 3 | 20 lashes | 1 night ditto beld:lg%ckg } -
Eating dirt, charcoal, &e. - | — —_— — — — — —_— — T e
days’ . e
Nelgecting person - ele « 3 - 3 3] - I - - I :s;olitgry } 1 night
bed-stocks
. | confinement
Neglecting gardens - - | — —_— —_ - _— — —_ — —_
Setting bad example te children| — — — — -— — — —
Selling and destroying clothes 1 hour
furnished by owners - - 3f- - 2 1 3 | 25 lashes public stocks } -
. . . . .. . 1 night
Selling working utensils 1 1 1 | bed-stocks -
. ht f 3 da_)s and |) 2ominutes
Riotous conduct - - - 8 17 1 24 | 25| 25 lashes { b:d-mticks nights’ sol7 public
‘ 2 hours’ 8 lconﬁnemem stocks,
Breaking carts and punts - 2 (- =~ - 2 2 house- 1 night } .
stocks bed-stocks
Harbouring runaways - - 2 |- - g |- - 2 | 25 lashes | 18 lashes —_
Preventing others from working 41{- = 4| - 4 | 25 lashes b ldmtghtks' } -
ed-stoc
Breaking hospital, and aiding Y 1 night
others to get out of stocks - 4 1 4 1 6 | 25lashes | 7 lashes - { bed-stocks } -

e —
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~Asstract of Offences committed by Male and Female Plantation Slaves in Berbice, &c.—continued.
a—— e
B i 4 [£9 Punishments inflicted by Magistrates.
5 g % |8
] a a0 )
2 @ 2 e g
NATURE OF OFFENCES. g | o | § |g&(roraL Males. Femeles.
o 'E E 2 =-=: — \ | )
g & é'" ° Maximum, Mini Maxi Minimum.
1} days’ 30 hours’ £ hour
Cutting and stealing canes - 2 2 1 3 4 | 22 lashes solitary in solitary public
confinement | confinement stocks,
Practising obeah - - - 1)~ - 1 |- - 1 | 25 lashes —h- —_— . —
. . s 1 hour 1 night 1ominutes
Lying and false swearing - 3 3 2 4 6 | 18 lashes public stocks { bed-stocks | fpub.stocks.
1 day and 3 days’ 1 night
complaints - - - 8 9 5 12 17 | 25 lashes night sol” solitary
False comp confinement |} confinement hed-stocks.
,’ 2 days’
. solitary 3 hour 2 hours’ 1 night
Indecent language and behaviour 3 91- - 12 12 1 confine- }public stocks | fpublic stocks |§ confined.
_— ment - 1 night
False pretence of sickness - 5 1 3 3 6 | 15 lashes | 1 hour ditto |3 o4 ctocks } -
[ 3 days’and
Cuiting and eating dead cattle 2 1]- - 3 3 ‘;Lgll_]?o;? L hour ditte | - ditto —
Carelessness in not guardinglj _ _ _ _ ﬁnix':ent _ _ _
against fire - - - b -
. . 1 1 t
ll-treating women and wives - 8- - 7 1 8 | 25 lashes { public :tllox;ks bed:‘slgscks } —
ToraL - « =|2,118 |1,406 | 866 | 2,658 |3,524

Neo9.

DESPATCH from Viscount Goderick to Major General Sir B. D’Urban,
&c. &c. &ec.

SIR, Downing Street, 20th April 1831.

I uAVE received Lieutenant Governor Beard’s Despatch of the 14th October
last, containing the Report of the Protector of Slaves for the period between the
15t of March and the 14th May 1830. The Report is closed upon the 14th May,
because the Order in Council of February 1830 is stated to have come into opera-
tion upon that day. I have observed, with much regret, the very large proportion
which the number of punishments inflicted during the short period comprised in
this Report bears to the slave population of Berbice, viz. 3,524 punishments in a
population of little more than 20,000 slaves. Among those inflicted by the
domestic authority of the owner are, two for cutting others with cutlasses, two for
arson, and eight for house-breaking and stealing, while 230 punishments have
been inflicted for ¢ insolence.” I have already pointed out to you, in my Despatch
of 18th February last, the inexpediency of allowing offences of a serious descrip-
tion to be punished by the domestic authority of the owner ; and the instructions
which I then gave with reference to Demerara, must, of course, be considered as
equally applicable to Berbice. The offence described as “ insolence” is of a very
vague nature, yet I find that it has been visited with the utmost severity permitted
by the law in domestic inflictions.

In the result of the complaint of the slave Payne, it is stated, that ¢ Payne’s
“ case was, at his own request, inquired into by the district magistrate, who found
“ Payne in the wrong, and punished him;” and no further particulars are given,
I am not aware by what authority the Assistant Protector entrusted to the civil
magistrate the hearing of a case which belonged properly to his own jurisdiction.
Such a practice, if permitted, would be liable to great abuse; and it must there-
fore be understood by those gentlemen who undertake the duties of Assistant
Protectors, that they are not at liberty to delegate to others the authority which
the law requires them to exercise personally. I have, &c.

(signed)  Goderich.

B — e e

Complaint,
No. 11,
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