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SLAVE MANUMISSIONS, JAMAICA.

RETURN to an Address to His Masesry, dated 14 February 1831 ;—/or,

RETURNS of all Manumissrons, between the period commencing with the

first Registration of Staves in 1817 to 28 June 1826; distinguishing

gratuitous Manumissions from such as are paid for ;—and, of the Number

of Persons to whom Certificates of Manumission have been granted by the

Magistrates and Vestry of the several Parishes of the Island of Jamaica,

since the passing of the Act of 5 Gro. 1V. ¢. 21.

 

ColonialDepartments aoesee} (signed) HOWICK.

 

THE only means which this Department at present possesses, of furnishing

the above information, are derived from the following Letter, from the Agerit

for Jamaica, containing certain Returns, and giving an account of the sources

from which they had been drawn.

 

LETTER from William Burge, Esquire, to The Right Hon. Viscount Goderich.

MY LORD, Lincoln’s-Inn, February 10th, 1831.
I nave the honour to enclose to Your Lorship a Return, from Jamaica, of

* all Manumissions, between the period commencing with the first Registration ot
“ Slaves in 1817 to the 28th June 1826; distinguishing Gratuitous Manumissions

from such as are paid for,” and of whichI gave a copy to Your Lordship this
morning. It was transmitted to me by the authority of the House of Assembly,
and is the result of an examination of the numerous documents in the office of the
Secretary in the Island, conferring Manumissions. From their number, it would
have been very difficult to have made such a Return, if the Triennial Registry
Return recorded in 1817 had not afforded the means of reference to those docu-
ments. The ‘Triennial Return of 1829 not having been recorded till late in 1830,
there has not been sufficient time to admit of a reference to the instruments grant-
ing Manumissions between 1826 and 1829; and this, as I stated to Your Lordship,
accounts for the Return not embracing the latter period.

Your Lordship will perceive, that of the 4,782 Manumissions granted between

1817 and 1826.... 2,831 were gratuitous.

I also send to Your Lordship another Return transmitted to me by the Com-
mittee of Correspondence, showing the number of Manumissions granted under the
authority of an Act of the Legislature ‘‘ for removing Impediments to the Manu-
“ missionof Slaves by Owners having only a limited interest,” passed in the year
1824. It extends from that year to the year 1830, but it does not include three
Parishes from which Returns by the Clerks of the Vestry had not been made.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship’s very obedient humble Servant,

(signed) William Burge.

302. RETURN
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2 RETURNS OF SLAVE MANUMISSIONS, JAMAICA.

 

RETURN of all Manumissions between the period commencing with the first Registration

of SLAvEs in 1817 to the 28th June 1826; distinguishing gratuitous Manumissions from such

as are paid for.

 

 

 

Manumissions Gratuitous

PERIOD. Paid for. Manumissions. TOTAL

From 29 June 1817). .
to 28 June 1818 ° 261 557 818

— Wig o- + - 224 356 580
— 1820 - - - 211 337 548
— 1821 - - - 266 366 632
— 1822 - - - 178 287 465

_ 1829 - - - 209 236 445

— 124 0 - + 197 246 443
— 1825 - - 208 238 446

_— 1826 - . - 197 208 405

1,951 2,831 4,782   
 

 

RETURN of the Number of Persons to whom Cerriricates of MANUMISSION have been

granted by the Magistrates and Vestry of the several Parishes in this Island, since the

passing of the Act of 5 Geo. 4, c. 21.

 

—

Saint Andrew -
Saint Ann -
Saint Catherine
Saint David = -
Saint Elizabeth
Saint George
Hanover -
Saint James
Saint John
Kingston
Manchester
Saint Mary
Portland -
Port Royal =-
Saint Thomas East
Saint Thomas Vale
Trelawny -
Vere (1824) - 4
Clarendon \
Saint Dorothy> -
Westmoreland

 

   

1825. 1826. 1827. 1828. 1829. 1830. | TOTAL.

11 8 24 1 6 6 56
- 1 1 3 1 12 18
1 - 2 1 12 4 20
- 1 8 - - 2 11
1 3 12 5 12 8 41

1o 9 12 1 25 15 70

4 9 9 5 13 13 53
- 4 2 9 7 3 25
- 3 5 5 1 8 22
4 13 37 36 62 36 188
- ~- - - 1 1 2
8 5 13 3 § 25 59
17 5 6 - 7 17 52
1 19 9 1g 24 23 95
- - - - - - 103
9 - 2 6 3 3 23
- - 3 - 1 4 8
- 2 - - - 2 4

- Returns not made.
856     
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Urdered,
by

T
h
e
H
o
u
s
e

of
C
o
m
m
o
n
s
,

to
be

Printed,

28
M
a
r
c
h

1831.
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