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Your servant was not seen in the boat, and I shall caution them to be more par-

ticular in future; but I trust to the goodness of your heart and your known humane

disposition, for any assistance to oppose so diabolical a practice.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Samulcotah, 20th January 1792. (signed) TStevenson.

Captain Stevenson, Commander of Samulcotah, at present the Cockanara.

Sir :—I find it very hostile and insulted attack to you, sending sepoys with their
arms into the limits of Jaggernauthporam, who did oblige me to lose my rest this
afternoon. I cannot imagine that your government has ordered such extravagancies ;
I declare hereby that I will consider them as public hostilities.
. The man who the sending armed sepoys would oblige me to be delivered to here,
Ihave confined, and I shall wait upon you to-morrow morning, to shew you that
I am capable enough to punish delinquents into the limits of my factory.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
Jaggernauthporam, 20th January 1792. (signed) C. L. Eilbracrt.

C. L. Eilbracrt, Esq. Chief, Jaggernauthporam.

Sir :—I do not know what you mean by open hostilities; but if you mean, that
the naig with the guard presumed to attempt to pass to your town without your
permission, I am sorry that he should be so ignorant of his duty, and have accordingly
broke him for so doing.

I shall be happy to meet you to-morrow, and hope by such measure to prevent
any future misunderstanding; and by our mutual endeavours prevent a traffic which
must strike horror into any feeling mind, and which I am sorry to say is in great prac-
tice by some persons in your town.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
Cockinada, 20th January 1792. (signed) T. Stevenson.

To Anthony Sadlier, Esq. Chief, and Council at Masulipatam.

Gentlemen :—I received your favour of the 16th instant, and learn thereby, that
prohibition was made by your government to purchase and. export country natives
as slaves, which you say has been countenanced here by me, by granting written
passes, in consideration of which seven rupees were paid every head, and that you
did trust, that I would prevent and discourage this traffic, as being of a nature too
debasing for an European government. I have been informed, gentlemen, of this
kind of trade for many months past, and I endeavoured to make it as difficult as
possible, even by putting taxes upon exportation, which you please wrongly to term
rewards for the written passes; but I could not gain the point, and to impede it by
constraint, | am in the first place not qualified by my government, but moreover
not provided with a sufficient force to put guards at every part of the shore, and to
resist the several kinds of transgressions. In the mean time, I beg leave, gentle-
men, to observe, that the said prohibition of your government would be more
efficacious, in case they did provide the natives all over the country with victuals,
for the obtaining of which a number of natives choose slavery rather than a certain
death; and, indeed,I cannot see that their choice is much to be blamed. The
persons distinguished in your letter did not reside here, except only Burettee; La
Touche is an inhabitant of Tamam, and Borell a traveller, who provided himself
with a vessel at Coringa. At last, I beg leave to conclude in observing, that the
emphatical expressions used in yourletter, viz. that to countenance such atrade
much debased the character of a nation, do not flatter much the governments in
urope themselves, amongst which those of your own nation grant exclusive privi-
ges to provide certain parts of the West Indies with slaves; or is human nature
the less to be pitied and commiserated than here in the East? But to shew, gentle-
men, how ready I am to shew my regard for you, and your government here, I will
ay the case without delay before my government, with such an earnestness as the
nature of the business requires, and request their positive orders for the future.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble servant, —

Jaggernautporam, 1oth Jan. 1792. (signed) C. L. Eilbracrt.

vas. S--This moment I receive report, that two nephews of one of my own ser-
195 cing employed to bring some cloths to Tanam, are carried off from Tolroy
=) by
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by force, to be transported as slaves from here with the ship now in the roads; so
that I believe my request for your interference will be more useful to me than it is
in my power to resist such kidnapping for robbery of men.

To the Honourable Anthony Sadlier, Esquire, Chief, and Council at
Masulipatam.

Gentlemen :—Just after having wrote postscriptum under the annexed translated
letter of yesterday, I received information, that at Cockanard, laying on the other
side of the river, was arrived a detachment of some sepoys, with orders to search all
Masuli boats that want to go out from Jaggernautporam; in consequence of which
order, such became at first the share of my servant, mentioned by the aforesaid
postscriptum, whom I permitted to go on board of the French ship in order to look
out for his nephews, and, if possible, to bring them back.

As now an impediment for the carrying out of native individuals, instituted by
your government, cannot with convenience be executed but in the public sea, which
is free, and lets every one maintain his right, without hindering the passage on
a river which belongs to this territory, or to stopping vessels sent from this place to
the public sea; because such cannot but cause a direct infringement of the rights of
nations, and public violation of our flag, to an of my nation, and apparent
loss and prejudice for the Honourable the Dutch Company, my lords and master.

Thus is it, that I, as for them being placed at this place, and not knowing of any
rupture whatever between the two nations, most solemnly protest, as I do protest
by this, against the infraction that by the aforesaid visitation on their lawful right
is attempted, as well as against the this caused violation on the right of
nations and their flag, all loss and prejudices that may result thereof, be it now or
for the future; leaving you accountable and responsible for the lawful government
of my country, the Dutch Company, specially reserving to them to procure satis.
faction where and when they shall find proper.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient and very humble servant,

Jaggernautporam, 20th Jan. 1792. (signed) C. L. Eilbracrt.

P.§.—Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter written this morning to the com-
manding officer at Samulcotah.

To Captain T. Stevenson, Commander of Samulcotah.

Sir:—Being informed that a detachment of sepoys, which posted themselves at
Cokunara, the opposite side of this place, are dispatched to search and examine any
boat whatsoever going from this place, and that effectually one boat, with my own
servant, was obliged to stop and to be searched, I must declare my astonishment
at such a public infraction upon the liberty of the rights of my nation, and even of
our privileges, not being informed of any rupture between the nations ; I request
you to give me true information of such a singular event, or a copy of the orders
devolved upon you, which occasioned such a strange behaviour.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

Jaggernautporam, 19th Jan. 1792. (signed) Cas Leon Eilbracrt.

To Cas Leon Eilbrarct, Esq. Chief at Jaggernautporam.

Sir:—The English government in India was pleased long since to prohibit the
purchasing ofinhabitants in the countries under its authority, and transporting them
to foreign parts. There are at this time a considerable number of inhabitants,

subjects of England, in Jaggernautporam, who, I am well informed, are shortly to
be shipped and sent away, in violation of that prohibition, and many have already
been sent away. I call upon you, Sir, as chief at that settlement, to restore those
people to me, and to put an immediate stop to a traffic so disgraceful to humanity.

1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Ingeram, 7 Jan. 1792. (signed) Matthew Yeats.
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To M. Yeates, Esq. Chief at Ingeram.

Sir:—The orders published by your government, to prohibit the purchase and
export of black country people, mentioned by your letter of the day before yester-
day, are only relative to the places directly under their commands, where it is a
duty to be careful that no infraction be made on their orders, by exporting any

native from thence; but the intention of your government has never been to charge

chiefs of foreign nations with the execution of their commandments; and if I even

would please you herein, I must confess I do not know by what means it would be
possible, as I am unacquainted with any black country people, and sti!l more so

with the places of their habitation. 1 will lay your letter before my government,

whose orders I can only expect.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,

Jaggernautporam, gth January 1792. (signed) C. L, Eilbracrt.

To C. L. Eilbracrt, Chief of Jaggernautporam.

Sir :—In consequence of a report prevailing, that some individuals of the Dutch
nation are buying up natives and exporting them as slaves from Jaggernautporam and
its neighbourhood, I think it necessary to inform you, that the purchasing or dis-
posing of the natives as slaves, is positively prohibited by our government, as set
forth in a proclamation published for that purpose, which subjects the dealers in
such inhuman traffic to punishment, if detected within the limits of the Company's
authority.

I have the honour to be, with consideration, Sir, your most obedient servant,
Narsapore, 10th January 1792. (signed) M. Tuder.

To M. Tuder, Esq. Chief at Narsapore.

Sir:—I had the hononr to receive your letter of the 10th instant, respecting the
prohibition made by your government in purchasing and exporting black country
people. Iheard something of it since eight months past, and that some French-
men were very busy in this sort of trade; but I never believe that any of the Dutch,
or Dutch extraction, at this place, have made any use of it; in the mean time, I took
measures since July last, to make this trade as difficult as possible, by setting an in-
terdict on the exportation of every black not legally transferred conformable to the
laws of Hindostan; and to increase this difficulty, I put lately a tax on every person,
although legally transferred. I will lay your letter before my government, and ds
soon as they shall order me, I shall stop directly every purchase for exportation.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Jaggernautporam, 13th January 1792. (signed) CC. L. Eilbracrt.

Minute.—Resolved that the following answer be returned.

To the Honourable Jacob Eilbracht, Esq. Governor, and Council at Pulicat.

Honourable Sir and Sirs:—We have had the honour to receive your letter of
the 2d instant, with the several papers enclosed. .
We trust you will do us the justice to believe, that in the orders issucd from time

to time by this government, relative to the exportation of the inhabitants as slaves,
our intention has been directed to the object of checking this practice by such means
only as are strictly lawful and consistent with the relation in which we stand to foreign
settlements on the coast. We esteem it our duty to exert every endeavour for this
Purpose within our own territory, and to recommendasimilar conduct to those over
whom we have no controul, but who are equally interested with ourselves in the
cause ofhumanity.
. edisapprove of the style in which some of our officers have written to your
wena Jaggernautporam, and shall give particular cautions upon this head; but
thou hee to you, our apprehension that thie trathic in slaves for exportation,
encoe not carried on by the gentlemen of your nation, may have received great

uragement by the permission given to foreign contractors to purchase and trans-
port them from your factories.

0 our vat sorry you should think this subject too insignificant to engage so much
125 attention, and you will permit us to say, that we cannot agree withyouin

’ he
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the reasoning you adduce in favour of this trade. The laws of the country do not
allow any such practice as the purchase of slaves for exportation. Under the
pressure of famine even, they only say that “ whoever having received victuals from
“a person during the time of such calamity, hath become his slave; on giving two
“ head of cattle to the provider, may become free from his servitude.” "With re.
gard to the relief afforded by this practice, it must be considered at best as feeble,
partial, and of the most miserable kind ; it may prolong the existence of wretched.
ness for some time, but not without aggravating that misery which it affects to
remove. The only relief we apprehend that can be applied with any success, is that
which endeavours by every possible means to introduce food into the country, and
to regulate its distribution so as to extend the benefit to all classes of the inhabitants,
This reliefwe have given to the utmost extent of our means.
We shall send strict orders to our officers to execute the instructions they have

received, with every possible attention to the rights of your nation, and to the har.
mony and good understanding which subsists between us, and we assure ourselves,
that youwill join heartily with us in restraining a practice so injurious to thefeelings
of humanity. We have the honour, &c.

(signed) Charles Oakeley, and Council.

Fort St. George, 14th February 1792.

MrinutE.—Agreed that letters be written to Masulipatam, to Mr. Yeats and
Mr. Tudor, approving the exertions which they have made use of, to putasto
to a practice so injurious to the feelings of humanity, as the exportation of the
inhabitants as slaves ; and recommending that every possible -attention be paid to
the right of the foreign nations on the coast, and to the harmony and good under-
‘standing which subsists between them and the Company.

Agreed also, That the chief and council at Masulipatam be directed to satisfy
the chief of Juggernaickpooram, that no insult was meant to his authority, by post-
ing a guard at Cokenada, and that if any of the Company’s sepoys passed beyond
the proper bounds, they exceeded their orders, and will be punished.

Read the following letter from Mr. Yeats.

To the Honourable Major General William Medows, President and
Governor in council, at Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs :—Upon certain information that a trade in slaves was
carried on to a great extent in Yanam, I wrote to Mr. Sonnerat, the chief at that
settlement, on the 7th past, requesting him to put a stop to so disgracefula trafic,
and demanded of him such slaves as were in the place. Mr. Sonnerat favoured
me with an answer the same day; he expressed astonishment at my saying there
were slaves in Yanam, assured me he would make enquiry, and if any who had
belonged to the English territory were found, he would readily send them to me.
On the gth, Mr. Eilbrackt, chief at Juggernaickpooram, answered a letterI had
written to him on the same subject, in a manner somewhat similar and equally
uncandid.

Knowing that I could depend on the information I had received, and suspecting
Mr. Sonnerat of having private reasons, not to be very solicitous to put a stop to
the trade, I stationed a peon in Yanam, secretly to observe what passed there. On
the 3d inst. he gave me notice that he had seen and counted sixty-five slaves, who
were confined in one house. I lost no time in waiting on Mr. Sonnerat. ‘I ac-
quainted him, that slaves were confined in Yanam, and offered to conduct him to
the place (only a few yards distant from his house), and urged him to fulfil the
promise he had made to me; he seemed at a loss; he said I had embarrassed
him, and desired to defer the enquiry until the next morning. Apprehensive lest
the slaves should be removed during the night, I objected to this delay, again pressed
him to comply with his engagement, and demanded the slaves in the name of the
English government. He then told me, that my demand must be made in writing;
that it was derogatory to his character to visit such a house, and that he must wait
for orders from Pondicherry before he took any step in the business. Evasive#8
his arguments were, and well convinced private considerations would render
ineffectual any further application I might make, yet in compliance with his desire,

and to remove so far as depended upon me the objections he had made, I demande
the slaves by letter. The letter was delivered to him by Mr. Scobie, at

assists
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assistant at this factory, who was told, that when it was translated, it should be

repliedto. . . .
From these circumstances, your Honourable Board will be convinced how little

credit is due to the public assurances given by that gentleman, to those in subor-

dinate stations in the English service.

Mr. Sonnerat has been pleased to reply to my letter. His arguments are futile

and trifling, unworthy of comment. The slaves, l understand, were removed on the

night of the 3d, and dispersed among the inhabitants.
Enclosed, I have the honour to transmit to you, Mr. Sonnerat’s two letters,

mentioned above (not having a correct translation of them), and copy of my letter

to him of the 3d instant.
I have the honour to be, with great respect, &c. &c. &c.

Iageram, 5th February 1792. (signed) Matthew Yeats.

ENCLOSURES.

To Mr. Yeats, Chief at Ingeram.

Sir:—I have received the letter you did me the honour to write me, and by
which you inform me, that two French vessels have left Coringa for Juggernaick-
pooram, for the purpose of selling a great number of slaves. It appears, that
within these few days, two of our vessels did sail, but I am ignorant for what inten-
tion they have. stopped at Juggernaickpooram, that being a strange port. I have
no power over French vessels which anchor there. I am sensible with yourself how
this traffic is repugnant to humanity, though it is yet authorized with us, exclusive
of my opinion and others, in consequence of what you do me the honour to remark,
that most part of the Indians transported from the country, are taken on your
territories, I shall be very much inclined to oppose it every time it may be in my
power; what you say of those shut up in Yenam, astonishes me much more, as
I have never given a single slavery bond ; and the gentlemen inhabitants of Yenam
and its establishment have put a stop thereto, by engaging not to purchase blacks
for an article of traffic. I am about to-day to make every search, and if I find any
who have been purchased from your territory, I shall hasten to send them back.
Iam about sending copy of the letter you have written me to Mr. De Fresne,

the governor of Pondicherry, that he may adopt measures to put a stop in the
country to so vile a commerce; and I doubt not, that he will give such orders as
will prove satisfactory to the English government. »

I have the honour to be, with most perfect consideration, &c. &c.
Yanam, 7th January 1792. (signed) Sonnerat.

(A true translation.) (signed) T. Chase, (French Translator.)

To —— Sonnerat, Esq. Chief at Yanam.

Sir:—TIn the letter you did me the honour to write to me on the 7th of last month,
you expressed surprize at my having intimated, in my letter of the same date, that
there were any slaves concealed in Yanam; and declared your readiness to give
them up, if any such were found.

T now have the honour, Sir, to wait upon you, in order to point to you the house
wheresisty-five are confined, and in the name of the English nation, I demand of0you to deliver them up to me. Thave, &c.

Ingeram, 3d Feb. 1792. (signed) Matthew Yeats.

To Mr. Yeats, Chief at Yanam.

ovens hve received the letter you did me thie honour to write me yesterday
tt he ate € house of Mr. Bell; after the conversation that had passed between
on servic you have always taken fifteen days or a month to reply to all the letters
iatel ton heh I have had the honour to write you, I nevertheless reply imme-

confirei inet etter, You demand from me, Sir, black slaves, that you say are
declaration a reuse you will point out to me; the citizens of Yanam, after their
purchase ir the2oth of last month, cannot be supposed to be engaged in the
morning 1 ft aves for an article of traffic; and after the sentiments I expressed this
quainten an you have been misinformed, and that, had you been better ac-
last nel H ould not have undertaken the journey after me, which you made
wee Blacke M a you desired, for us to go tegether to search a house for me to

os uch Were confined in it, would have injured my character,and ro
ou
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doubt your own also; you have not in the least alarmed me, by saying you would
write the whole conversation we had together to the council of Madras, [| shall
always respect the council of Madras, but I command at Yanam the same as it
commands at Madras, and it has no right to interfere with my actions. I am
responsible to my nation only, and it shall never have to reproach me for humiliating
my station; what you told me through the interpretation of Mr. Scobie, that you
would write to the council at Madras, that the blacks you demanded were no doubt
with me, I was desirous to believe, that Mr. Scobie misinterpreted what you said to
me; my sentiments are well known, and if you write them, the council will not
credit vou.

In tine, Sir, your laws do not admit of the traffic ; ours permit it, and I have no
right to establish one to prohibit it; as I have not received anyorders, all I can do
is, not to grant protection to this shameful commerce, and I shall only admit in
Yanam such slaves as are really so by the bonds of slavery; all others are free,
I have thought it unnecessary to send you copy of the declaration of the inhabitants
of Yanam, not to purchase slaves as an article of traftic, having already sent it to
the council at Masulipatam. I have, &c.

Yanam, 4th February 1792. (signed) Sonnerat,

(A true translation.) (signed) 7. Chase, French Translator.

Resolved, That the following letter be written to Colonel De Fresne.

To Colonel De Fresne, Knight of the Royal and Military Order of St. Louis,
Commandant of the French Settlements in India, and Governor of
Pondicherry, &c. &c.

Sir:—I have the honour to enclose, for your information, copy of a correspon-
dence which has passed between Monsieur Sonnerat, Chief of the French settlement
at Yanam, and Mr. Yeats, the English resident at Ingeram, relative to the expor-
tation of the inhabitants as slaves.

In the orders issued from time to time by this government on the above subject,
my attention has been solely directed to the object of checking a pernicious practice
by such means as were strictly lawful and consistent with the relation in which the
English Company stands to foreign settlements on the coast. I esteem it my duty
to exert every endeavour for this purpose within the territory under my authority,
and strenuously to recommenda similar conduct to those over whom this government
have no controul, but who are equally interested in the cause of humanity.

I shall send strict orders to the resident at Ingeram, to execute the instructions
he has received with every possible attention to the rights of the French nation, and
to the harmony and good understanding which subsist between us; andI assure
myself, that you will join heartily with me in restraining a practice so injurious to

the feelings of humanity. I have the honour to be, &c. &c.
Fort St. George, 14th Feb. 1792. (signed) Charles Oakeley.

Extract, Fort St. George Military and Political Consultations, the
15th February 1792.

Sent the following letter to Mr. Mathew Tuder, collector in northern and southern
division of the Masulipatam Havelly.

Sir :—The chief and council at Pulicat, having transmitted to the Board a copy
of your letter to the chief of Jaggernaikpooram, dated the 10th ultimo, on the sub-
ject of the slave trade, I am directed by the Honourable the President in council to
express his approbation of the remonstrance which you judged it necessary to make
on.this occasion, But in order to prevent unpleasant discussion between the Board
and foreign governments, it is particularly recommended to you to use the most
guarded expressions in such letters as you may deem it proper to write to the Dutch
chief at Jaggernaikpooram, on this subject. The gentlemen at Pulicat will be
written to, requesting they will co-operate with the Board in restraining a practice $0
injurious to the feelings of humanity; and the President in council relies upon the
continued exertion of your best endeavours, to put an effectual stop, as far as yout
authority extends, to a barbarous traffic, so pernicious to the welfare of the country,
as the exportation of its inhabitants as slaves.

I am, &c. &c.
Fort St. George, 15th Feb. 1792. (signed) W. C. Jackson, Secretary.
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To Anthony Sadlier, Esq. Chief, and Council at Masulipatam.

Gentlemen : —We have received from the chief and council at Pulicat, a copy of
your correspondence with the chief of Jaggernaickpooram on the subject of the
slave trade; and they have also submitted to us copies of letters which have passed
between that chief and the commandant at Samulcottah, regarding an armed force
which have been sent by the latter within the limits of the territory belonging to the

tch.
othe gentlemen at Pulicat loudly complain of this infringement, and insinuate
also in their letter to us, that the chief of Jaggernaickpooram has not been treated
by you with that respect which his character and station demand. While we ap-
prove the exertions which you have made use of to put a stop to a practice so in-
jurious to the feelings of humanity, we cannot too strongly recommend, that every
possible attention be paid to the rights of the French and Dutch governments on
the coast, and to the harmony and good understanding which subsists between
them and us. We would have you, therefore, satisfy Mr. Eilbracht that no insult
was meant to his authority by posting a guard at Cokenada, and that, if any of our
sepoys passed beyond our bounds, they exceeded their orders, and will be punished.
We have written to the governments of Pondicherry and Pulicat, earnestly

requesting, that they will co-operate with us in checking this cruel practice; and
we rely upon the continued exertion of your best endeavours to put an effectual
stop, as far as your authority extends, to a barbarous traffic, so pernicious to the
welfare of the country as the exportation of its inhabitants as slaves.

Fort St. George, 15th Feb. 1792. Weare, &c. &c.
(signed) Charles Oakeley, &c. Council.

To Mathew Yeats, Esq. Resident at Ingeram.

Sir:—I am directed by the Honourable the President in council, to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter, dated the 5th instant, and to inform you, that he ap-
proves the representation you made to Monsieur Sonnerat on the subject of the
slave trade; but, in order to prevent unpleasant discussion between the Board and
foreign governments, it is particularly recommended to you to use the most guarded
expressions in such letters as you may have occasion to write to the French chief at
Yanam, or to the Dutch chief at Jaggernaickpooram, on this subject. The governor
of Pondicherry will be written to, requesting he will co-operate with the Board in
restraining a practice so injurious to the feelings of humanity; and the President in
council relies upon the continued exertion of your best endeavours to put an effectual
stop, as far as your authority extends, to a barbarous traffic, so pernicious to the
Welfare of the country as the exportation of its inhabitants as slaves.

Fort St. George, 15th Feb. 1792. Tam, &c. &c.
(signed) W. C. Jackson, Secretary.

Extract, Fort St. George, Military and -Political Consultations, 24th Feb.
1792.

Read the following Letter from the Governor ofPondicherry.

To Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor of Madras, &c. &c. &c. .
Fort.St. George.

Sir:—I have received the letter with which you honoured me, of the 19th instant,
und copy of the correspondence between Mr. Yeats and Mr. Sonnerat, which
accompanied it.

ora longtime past, Sir, I have been impressed with a similar indignation as
yourself at the traffic of slaves, and I-had ordered Mr. Sonnerat not to countenance

the U believe that it has been ‘principally encouraged by the facility with which
foun unfortunate people have been embarked at Coringa, and their purchasers have
thecan procuring at Jaggernaickpooram bonds of slavery. Whatever has been
in use of this detestable commerce, be persuaded, Sir, I shall adopt every means

ny power, that it shall neither be continued nor renewed in the French establish-Ments in India,
".Sonnerat arrived here two days ago, and I have repeated to him my orders,

to be as strict : : : :
88 as possible in preventing any of these unfortunate people being ad-mitted into Yanam. P sany peor 8

125. I assure
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Fort St. George I assure you I should feel infinite pain, if the harmony which reigns between
Papers : our two nations should be disturbed by a motive of this nature.

tateof SI: .
sa Company's” Pondicherry, 22d Feb. 1792. Thave, &e. &.

Territories. (signed) De Fresne,

(A true translation.) (signed) . Chase, French Translator.

Minvure.—The Board hope, that from the orders given by themselves ang
by Colonel De F'resne, the slave trade will in future be entirely discontinued,

Extract, Fort St. George, Military and Political Consultations, 2d March
1792.

Received the following Letter.

To the Honourable Sir Charles @akeley, Governor and President, and
the Gentlemen the Members of the Council of Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs:—Honoured by your answer of the 14th instant, to
our representation of what happened at Jaggernaickpooram, may it be permitted
us to engage your attention again on the subject; for, as we trust that justice and
equity are the rules of the acts of your government of country and people, so and
not less do we hope, Honourable Sir and Sirs, that you are pleased to acknow-
ledge it in us a duty to speak for and defend our dependents against all wrongs,
which they with reason complain of to us.

For this reason, Honourable Sir and Sirs, you will be pleased not to take it amiss,
that we farther clear our chief of Jaggernaickpooram of the suspicion under which,
Honourable Sir and Sirs, he seems to have fallen with you too, by the supposition,
as if the trade in slaves for exportation had received too great encouragement by
the permission given to foreign contractors, for the sale and transportation of them
from our factories.

‘This supposition we conceive to be founded in the wrong notion and relation of
things given by the gentlemen of Masulipatam. We believe that the enclosed
advertisements to render the purchase of free men as slaves, in the transportation
of the same out of their native country so difficult as it was possible to invent by
one, as our chief, not qualified to stop the transportation by forcible means, will
convince you, Honourable Sir and Sirs, that since July 1791, it has been the
meditation of the above-mentioned chief to oppose this indelicate practice by such
means as he was allowed to use, and which he thought would obstruct and stop
the avidity of the purchasers of mankind, though the penalties set upon it were
not found sufficient to stop the evil; and what is still more, we have, since our
late letter, received from Jaggernaickpooram a declaration, of which a copy goes
enclosed, of two persons, which, out of your own territory Corenga, deprived of their
liberty, were brought as slaves on board of a ship that lay at anchor near the river
of Solengy, which, however, on the arrival of that vessel in the roads of Jagger-
naickpooram, by the care of our chief, or by sending his servant, the uncle of the
two stolen men, on board of that ship, were liberated, and sent to one of your
agents to give information of that incident.
By this one and the other, we trust that we have removed the suspicion, as if so

low a business as that of trading in mankind, was favoured by the above men-
tioned, our chief. To shew our aversion to such a detestable trade, and the sincere
desire which prompts us, in all which with equity may be required of us, and by virtue
of our public authority is practicable, Honourable Sir and Sirs, to join your endea-
vours to the refranation of this unlawful trade, we have extended our late orders
for Jaggernaickporam .to all our factories in the north; and we have, besides,
ordered to take the necessary measures against our navigators on board of our sloops
in the purchase of free people, and not to permit the commanders to export of law-
fully to purchase any more, than one one or two. for their own service, and not 10
carry them out of the country, or alienate them when our ships arrive, Weshall
extend the same to the commanders of sucha ship, and all such as belong to it.

More tokens of our good-will, to work together to the execution of this good de-
sign, we are not able to give; for finding it ourselves difficult to get what each family
may want for food, on account of the great scarcity of rice, the charity of commu:
nicating it to the poor cannot find place to that extent, than when there is ls

scarcity
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scarcity of such an article as this, which alone is able to lay the pinching hunger of Fort St. George
by a hand soliberal and so able as that of the English. Papers.

repre We have, &c. &c. : State of Slavery
(signed) Jacob Eilbracht. F' W* Bloeme. ino

Jacob Sam! de Raeff. Louis Adrien de Brueys. =—__-___
J. J. Winckelmans. J*J" Hasz.

Pulicat, in Fort Geldria, 19th February 1792.

ADVERTISEMENT,

As it has happened more than once, that transfers about slaves were asked to be
made out on cajans, which were granted elsewhere, without knowing assuredly how
such a transfer happened to be made, to be herein precautious, and also to oppose
the evils of kidnapping children, for which there is reason of forming a suspicion,
there being at present carried on a great trade in it by various unknown people, it is
found expedient to institute.
That hereafter no slaves, whether male or female, shall be allowed to be sold,

but by personal appearance before the scribe of those, who by the law of the land
may havea right thereto.
That such a person being unknown, shall be held to shew a certificate, signed by

the zemindar, thanadar, or any other authorized person, of the place or village to
which he belongs, that he there has his fixed habitations, before any transfer be
done or made out.
That by this certificate it shall be necessary to appear that a child which the man

or woman that appears desirous to sell, is of such relation to them, that the sale of
it may be made by him or her.
That it shall be necessary that the scriba, in the bill of transfer, mention that all

such evidence is produced and examined by the interpreter and bramin, which both
are hereby charged each time to give their vote thereto.

- That if any thing be wanting in this evidence, no transfer of slaves shall be made
subpoena of nullity.
That each transfer, which is to be made after previous examination, shall be

written upon stamped paper, of twelve stivers, to be registered among the original
papers, and a copy upon stamped paper, of six stivers.
That for the original copy thus written upon stamped paper, shall be paid by the

purchaser to the scriba, four rupees, and one rupee to the interpreter and bramin,
for the examination.

_ Every one is hereby cautioned, that whosoever after the affixion of this shall con-
unue, contrary to the contents of the same, to trade in male or female slaves, shall
be corrected according to circumstances.
And that every one may be enabled to avoid all damages, and may have no igno-

rance to plead, these shall be published and affixed, both in the Dutch and country
languages, by the chiefs of this factory, who have signed the same, and confirmed it
with the Company’s usual seal.

Done at Jaggernaickpooram, on the 16th ofJuly 1791. (was signed) Cas. Leon
Eilbracht and P. E. Van Hoyendoup; (in the spatium stood) upon order of the
Chiefs, published and affixed 18th July 1791, (signed) A. F. Van Holt ; (farther
below stood) Agreed to, (Signed) C. L. Eilbracht.

ADVERTISEMENT.

As the precautions which we have endeavoured to use on the 16th J uly last
already with regard to the manyfold dealing in slaves and the making of transfers,
seem not to answer the intended purpose, this trade being still carried on with as
much avidity as ever, by purchases which are made both here in this place and

elsewhere, confining the exportation of them, as it seems, most here at Jagger-
naickpooram, where they imagined to have discovered that Company’s peons are
used as guards of these dealers.

herefore it is again ordered and regulated, by these, that for each male or
ue slave which shall be transported from hence, Jaggernaickpooram, the pur-
imay have been made here or elsewhere, shall be paid two rupees for the
‘ aedee exclusive of the expenses of the transfer of all such slaves as be pur-
enio i Jaggernaickpooram itself, and which two rupees shall be collected and

ye by the renter, one half to find his expenses out of it, and the other half to
“ accoun
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account for it to the poor’s box of this place, for the benefit of indigent people,
while Company’s peons are earnestly cautioned not to suffer themselves to be em.
ployed by any one to watch these purchased’ male or female slaves, under pain of
corporal punishment, and dismission from the service in case of transgression,
And that every one may be notified of the same, this shall be publihsed in the

Dutch and country languages, affixed at the cutwall’s cutcherry, confirmed by the

Company’s seal, and countersigned by the scriba.

(signed) C. L. Eilbracht, (lower). agreed to,
. Cas. Leon. Eilbracht, agreed to,

Jaggernaickpooram, 6th January 1792.

(signed). John Oldham,
First sworn Clerk for the Honourable Company, (L. 8.)

This 23d day of January 1792.--Appeared before me, Albertus Francis Van Holt,
bookkeeper, and sworn scriba of this factory, in the presence of the witnesses here-
after to be named, Casili Enkoo Winkay, 23 years old, and Moomedy Neezeloo 20,
both inhabitants of Carpa, which upon the request of the gentleman the chief,
Mr. Carparus Leonardus Eilbracht, declared to be true and nothing but the truth.

That now nine days ago they went together from the place Candrenn to Yanam,
each with a cauwer or cooley load of cloth, for the account of Copool Gangeloo,
which the appearers having delivered at Yanam, and being about to go back, met
there in the bazar a servant named Soobay, who gave them some mats to be forwarded
to one Rajah Gopal at Coringa; the servant having left them, the appearers, half
way from Coringa, and having given them a boy to go with them to Coringa, the
the appearers, having reached Coringa, delivered the mats to Rajah Gopal, who told
them, that he had some cajan leaves which were to be carried to the river side, for
which, besides the seven dabbooses each the cooly, from Yanam to Coringa, there
should still be given to each of them seven dabbooses.

That they had asked some dabbooses to buy rice, but that they had received
nothing, Rajah Gopal saying that it was too late to cook.

That they, the appearers, being called up about twelve at night, were obliged to go
to the river side, and upon the question which they made to Gopal, where the cajan
leaves were, received for answer, that they lay on the river side.
That they, the appearers, being come to the river side, were ordered by the oft men-

tioned servant Gopal, to go into the boat which was there.
That, having no inclination to it, and asking what they had to do in the boat,

they were forced into it by the boat people with threatenings and blows; and that the
boat, as soon as they were come into it, sailed and went to the ship that lay at anchor
close to the river Solengy, and which some days after came into this road.
Chelengas being come on board with ballast, they told their case to the Chelenga
people, and desired them to give notice thereof to their uncle Casiredy Siltana, in
the service of the Chief of Jaggernaickpooram, that they might be released,
which also was effected to their satisfaction on the ztst instant.

Concluding herewith, they, the attestators, declared what they had attested for the

reason of giving information, to be the clear truth, being ready to confirm the same
farther with an oath, if required.

This done, and attested in the Dutch factory of Jaggernaickpooram, dated as
above, in the province of Adrianus Mattheus da Silva, and Christian Bernardss
Dirksz, as witnesses.
The minute of this is written upon Joose seal for the Honourable Company,

andproperly signed (below stood) quod attestor (was signed) A. F. Van Holt,
sworn scriba.

Agreed to. Jn. Obdam, First Sworn Clerk.

Extract, Fort St. George, Military and Political Consultations, 20th March 1792.

Read the following letter to the Honourable Major General William Medows,
President and Governor in council, Fort St. George :—

Honourable Sir and Sirs:—A French peon having been seized with some slaves
he was escorting to Pondicherry, he delivered to me the enclosed letter. 1 have not
taken upon me to open it, not being convinced of the propriety of my doing 5
but have the honour to transmit it enclosed, in the hope it may afford some infor-
mationto your Honourable Board, respecting that unworthy traffic. The
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The French at YanamI find now send off their slaves in small parties by night,

to avoid detection, which, when they have passed the English settlements in this

part, unite and proceed by land to Pondicherry; some small parties, consisting of

about 30 slaves, have escaped me, and are now upon the road to Pondicherry, and

three other parties, consisting of 19 slaves, (being part of those I wrote to Mr. Son-

nerat concerning on the 3d of last month), have fallen into my hands.

Ingeram, 12th March 1792. I have, &c.
(signed) Matthew Yeats.

Diary.—Sent the following Letter to Colonel De Fresne, Knight of the Royal and
Military Order of St. Louis, Commandant of the French Settlements in India,

Governor of Pondicherry, &c. &c.

Sir :—I have the honour to enclose, for your information, copy of a letter from the
resident at Ingeram, on the subject of the slave trade.

I am convinced, Sir, from your letter of the 22d ultimo, that you are very sincerely

desirous of uniting your endeavours with this government to put a stop to so dis-
aceful a traffic, and under that conviction I have deemed it proper to send you

the letter to Mr. Bonnefoy unopened, assuring myself that you will cause due
inquiry to be made into the circumstances represented by Mr. Yeats.

Fort St. George, 20th March 1792. I have, &c.
(signed) Charles Oakeley.

Extract, Fort St. George Military and Political Consultations,
26th March 1792.

Read the following letter from the Governor of Pondicherry.

To Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor of Madras, &c. &c. &c.

Sir :—I have received the letter with which you honoured me, dated 20th of this
month, and the papers which accompanied it; I shall immediately order Mr. Bon-
nefoy to come to me, that I may deliver him the letter addressed to him, which
you had the goodness to send me unopened, which I consider as a very particular
attention to myself, and for which I pray you will accept my most sincere thanks.

I read the letter, Sir, which confirmed to me the contents of that from Mr. Yeats;
the sending of slaves has been really carried on in small parcels and by land.
Tam very glad that Mr. Yeats has had it in his power to detain a great many.

I have given to Mr. Sonnerat, who takes his departure in a few days for Yanam,
the most positive orders, that he does not admit into that factory any of these slaves;
it is the only precaution that 1 can take to stop so scandalous a commerce.
I must observe to you, that it is out of my power to prohibit it; but I will use every
means that rests with me to raise obstacles in opposition to its continuance. None
ate received here; the captains of vessels who have brought them, are obliged to
keep them on board their vessels in the road; I can assure you, that I most

sincerely regret, that the extent of my authority does not accord with the indignation
Ihave always felt at this inhuman traffic; on this head my sentiments are well
known ; I have never suffered any occasion to escape of manifesting them. In
Justice to Mr. Bonnefoy, I inform you he had no interest whatever in the slaves
which were stopped by Mr. Yeats, and that he has never even been concerned in this
commerce, directly or indirectly; the letter to his address, which you so obligingly
fent me, was from the commanding officer ofa little vessel, which announced that
his correspondent sent the said slaves. I beg of you to be persuaded, that I shall
hot neglect any effort in my power to second those of your government, against the
continuation ofthithis commerce. I have, &c.

(signed) De Fresne.

(A truetranslation.) T. Chase, French Translator.

ae? Board hope and trust, from the precautions taken by them, that the slave
€ will no longer meet encouragement at the foreign settlements on this coast.

125,
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Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, 11th September 1792,

Read the following letter from Ganjam, with papers accompanying it.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in Council,
at Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir:— An inhabitant of this town having complained to me, that

Guilliard, the commander of a stall French schooner, at anchor in this roadstead,
had inveigled his son on board, and was carrying him off for a slave; I caused the
the vessel to be searched immediately, and had the pleasure to restore the child to
his parent.

Besides him were discovered four female slaves and one other male slave, inha-
bitants of Bimlipatam, whom it appeared, upon examination, Guilliard had kid.
napped and forced on board his vessel in the night at that place; these were also
manumitted, and have been forwarded by me to Mr. Michael Keating, with the
enclosed letter.

I have acquainted Guilliard, that I shall detain him here (suffering, however, his
vessel to depart), until I am honoured with a communication of your orders, which
I have accordingly to request. Ihave, &e.

Guanjam, 26th August 1792. (signed) Thomas Snodgrass,

To Mr. Michael Keating, Manager and Collector of the Chicacole Havelly,
at Chicacole.

Sir :—I have the pleasure to forward to Bimlipatam, the place of their nativity
recommended to your care, four female and one male slave, as per enclosed list,
whom I have taken upon me to manumit from a French schooner, Guilliard, com-
mander, who, by the evidence I have taken here, appears to have used compulsion
to ship them from thence.

They are attended by a cutwal peon, and have each been advanced ten rupees,
to bear their expenses until re-established by your means with their relations and
connections. I have, &c.

Ganjam, 26th August 1792. (signed). Thomas Snodgrass.

. List or PEnsons.
Wassipilly Paupah - - - - Female.
Milupilly Ankah - - - - Do.
Sunka Malee - - - - - Do.
Cumadee Gonoy - - = = Do.

_ Sunka Rupanah - - - : - Male.
Ganjam, 26th August 1792. _ (signed) Thomas Snodgrass, Resident.

Resolved, That a copy of the above letter be sent to the Governor of Pondicherry,
and that he be acquainted, it is the Board’s intention to direct the resident to per-
mit the person complained of to proceed to Pondicherry, forwarding to us the
particulars of the examinations taken on the occasion, which will be transmitted to
Major General De Fresne, for his further information.
TheBoard are convined, that it is unnecessary for them to urge any arguments to

induce the Governor of Pondicherry to take effectual steps for bringing the offender
to justice, or for co-operating with the Board in the discouragement of such
improper practices.

To Major General De Fresne, Commandant of the French Settlements in India,
Governor of Pondicherry, &c. &c. &c.

Sir:—I have the honour to tratismit you, copy of a letter from the resident at
Ganjam, respecting the conduct of the commander of a small French vessel, in
carrying off by force, several natives for Slaves, belonging to districts under this
government.

The resident has been directed to allow the person complained of to proceed to
Pondicherry, and to forward to us the particulars of the examinations taken on the
occasion, which I shall transmit for your further information. I am convinced that
it is unnecessary for us. to urge any arguments to induce you to take effectual steps
for bringing the offender to justice, or for co-operating with us in the discouragement
of such improper practices. Ihave, &e.

Fort St. George, 12th Sept. 1792. (signed) Cha. Oakeley.
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Extract of a Letter to Ganjan:; dated Fort St. George, 12th Sept. 1792.

The Board approve of the steps taken by you, in liberating the natives forced on

board the French schooner for slaves, and they desire the commander be allowed to
proceed to Pondicherry, and that you will forward to them the particulars of the
examinations taken on the occasion.

To Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor of Madras.

Sir:—I have received the letter with which you honoured me, dated 12th instant,
and the papers annexed therewith; I cannot express to you how much indignation

and displeasure I feel at the just subjects of complaint, that some French give your
government against them. I have hitherto done whatever depends upon me to oppose
the continuance of a traffic, which is an offence to justice and humanity. No slaves
are received at Pondicherry. I have ordered the chief at Yanam to issue a proclama-
tion to prevent every person from buying or introducing them into that factory. 1 will
take the best precaution that my orders be executed; but, Sir, I must confess to
ou, that, in the present circumstances, my power is inadequate to give you all the

satisfaction that 1 am desirous of in this business. I believe, then, that the most
efficacious method of preventing the traffic, of which you have so just a cause to
complain, will be, to judge those according to the rigour of your own laws, who shall
be detected trespassing ; an example will infallibly produce the salutary effect, which,
i assure you, I am as desirous of as yourself. I have, &e.

Pondicherry, 1gth Sept. 1792. (signed) Corniel R. De Fresne,

(A true translation.) (signed) Tho. Chase, French Translator.

Orvenkp, to lie on the table.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 16th October 1792.

Read the following letter from Ganjam, with the paper accompanying.

To the Honourable Sir C. Oakeley, Bart. Governor in Council
at Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir:—I have received your secretary’s letter of the 12th instant, and,
agreeably to your requisition, have now the honour to transmit to you, the deposi-
tions of the persons whom I released from Captain Guilliard’s vessel, to which,
I have annexed, for your fuller information, all subsequent occurrences.

Ganjam, 30th Sept. 1792. I have, &c.

(signed) Thomas Snodgrass.

On the 21st August 1792, appeared before me, Thomas Snodgrass, resident at
Ganjam, a bird-catcher, named Locanaut, to complain that his son Caovenaut had
been betrayed on board a French vessel in the roads, which was then sailing away;
it falling calm, and the vessel coming to anchor, bui a small distance to the south-
ward of the roads, afforded me an opportunity, which I immediately embraced,
of sending the father with my peons on board the vessel to search for and recover
his son, with orders to bring the vessel back into the roads, until it might be ascer-
tained, whether or not any other persons were detained on board of her against their
will, At the same time I gave directions to the cutwal to detain Captain Guilliard,
who had remained on shore, for the purpose of proceeding by land to Bimlipatam.
The vessel was brought back into the roads, and the boat returned with the bird-

catcher ard his son, when the latter, named Caovenaut, deposed, that he had carried
a large bird to Captain Guilliard for sale, for which he had asked halfa rupee, and

that Captain Guilliard promised to give him a whole rupee for it, provided he would
carry it down to the beach for him, at which he, Caovenaut, was very happy, but that

when he got there, Captain Guilliard told him he must go on board the vessel for
Peyment, which he reluctantly consented to, and when there, was neither paid nor
allowed to return on shore, until his father and peons came to release him. On
onde 8 being asked, if he knew of any other person being on beard the vessel

; x. similar circumstances, he answered, that there were three women, a girl, and

5 a boy,
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a boy, on which I immediately sent orders that they also should be brought on
shore; they came on shore 22d of August, and were named as follows :

Wassipilly Paupah, female. Milupilly Ankah, female.
Sunka Malie - - d° Cumadee Golay - d?°

Sunka Rupanah, male.

The two last being very young, and the children near relatives of the women first
mentioned.

The three women unanimously deposed before me, that they, the two children
being in company, had offered some mats for sale to Captain Guilliard, at Bimi-
patam, that he called them into his compound to bargain for the mats, where he
detained them until dark, and then sent them to the beach to deliver the mats to
the boats ; that when there, he forced the whole five into the boat, and sent them
on board his vessel, where, by compulsion, he made the women submit to his desires,
and eat of his food, until released by my interposition as above recited.

Ganjam, 22d August 1792. (signed) Thomas Snodgrass,

On the 27th August I received a letter from Captain Guilliard, pleading ill-
health, and desiring permission to proceed to Bimlipatam; in answer to which
I informed him, that his vessel might proceed on her voyage, and that himself, upon
the production of the surgeon’s certificate that his health required it, might also
proceed to Bimlipatam; but that, unless he could offer bail for his appearance,
I should in such case provide a guard of sepoys, or peons, that his person should
be made amenable to. the laws, on the receipt of instructions from the Honourable
the Governor in Council at Fort St. George.

Ganjam, 27th Sept. 1792. (signed) Tho Snodgrass, Resident.

If Mr. Guilliard shall not have proceeded to Pondicherry, conformable to the
orders of the 12th ultimo, it is—

Resolved, That he be detained at Ganjam, and, in consequence of the testimony
given of the trespasses he has committed, that he be fined in the sum of 200 rupees,
(to be distributed among the natives liberated from the vessel under his command,)
imprisoned for three months, and until he pays the fine, and that he be then pub-
licly expelled the district.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 17th October 1792.

Sent the following letter:

To Mr. Thomas Snodgrass, Resident at Ganjam.

Sir :-—Since the date of our letter of the 12th ultimo, the governor of Pondicherry
has expressed his request, that we would take upon ourselves the punishment of
such individuals of the French nation as are detected in carrying off the natives as
slaves. If, therefore, Mr. Guilliard has not proceedéd. to Pondicherry, conformable
to our orders of the 12th, we direct that you detain him at Ganjam ; and in conse-
quence of the testimony given in the paper which accompanied your address of the
30th ultimo, of the trespasses he has committed, we direct that he be fined the sum
of 200 rupees, (to be distributed amongst the natives liberated from the vessel under
his command,) imprisoned for three months, and until he pays the fine, and that he
then be publicly expelled the district.

Weare, &c. (signed) Cha. Oakeley, &c. Council.

Fort St. George, 17th October 1792.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 21st December 1792.

Read the following letter from Ingeram:

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart, President and Governor
in Council at Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir, and Sirs :-——The Sultan Favourite, Captain Gambo, and another
French vessel, now in Coringa Roads, have received on board a considerable number
of the inhabitants of this country, with a view of transporting them to the French
islands as slaves. As these vessels will most probably touch at Pondicherry, I think
it my duty to offer this information to your Honourable Board, that such measur
may be pursued as appear fittest to you for the-recovery of the inhabitants.

The
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The particulars of this shameful transaction I will have thehonour of transmitting.
to you ina few days; in the mean time, I have pledged myself to the inhabitants,
that every exertion shall be made on my part to restore their children and friends to
them. IT have, &c.

Ingeram, 15th Dec. 1792. (signed) Matthew Yeats.

As the governor of Pondicherry has declared his authority insufficient to restrain
the conduct of French subjects in regard to the purchase of slaves, it will be neces-
sary for the resident at Ingeram to exert himself by all prudent means to restrain the
practice. If he suspects any French vessel of having inhabitants on board as slaves,
he should demand the privilege of searching them; and if it be refused, he should
deny such vessels all means of communication or supply from the shore. In the
event of any Frenchman being on shore within the limits of Ingeram factory, and
detected in bargaining for slaves, it is resolved, that the resident be directed to seize
the person of such offender, and keep him in confinement until instructions can be
received from the presidency.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 22d December 1792.

Sent the following letter of this date:

To Mr. Matthew Yeats, Resident at Ingeram.
Sir:—We have received your letter of the 15th instant, and have to observe in

reply, that the governor at Pondicherry has declared his authority insufficient to
restrain the conduct of French subjects in regard to the purchase of slaves; and
it will therefore be necessary for you to exert yourself, by all prudent means, to
restrain the practice. If any French vessel in your port should be suspected of
having slaves on board, you are to demand the privilege of searching them; and
if that be refused, you are to deny such vessels all means of communication or
supply from the shore; and in the event of any Frenchman being on shore within
your limits, and detected in bargaining for slaves, we would have you seize the
person of such offender, and keep him in confinement, until you can receive
instructions from the presidency.

We are, &c. (signed) Cha. Oakeley.
Fort St. George, 22d December 1792.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 4th January 1793.

Read the following letter from Ingeram, with the papers accompanying it :
To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. President and Governor

in Council at Fort St. George.
Honourable Sir, and Sirs :—I had the honour of addressing you on the 15th in-

stant, respecting the shameful traffic of human beings still persevered in by the
French traders at Yanam. I have now the honour of submitting to you my con-

- duct on that occasion, with every information I have been able to acquire.
It seems that the French ship Mars, Captain Gambo, (formerly the Sultan Fa-

vourite,) sailed from Coringa Bay about the 18th of last month, on the pretence of
transporting grain to Bimlipatam, but that her real destination was Wotaroah, and
other parts of the northern coast, at a distance from the English factories, for the
express purpose of purchasing slaves, She returned to this bay early in the present
month, with a considerable number of slaves on board, though insufficient to the
Purpose of her owner, Mr. Lewis De Mars, who, retiring with his fortune from thispart of India, was procuring a cargo of slaves for her.
; TheFrench ship Courier de Yanam, Captain La Blanche, was also at that time
_CoringaRoads, employed in the same trade; a circumstance then not known

me,
As the season of departure approached, every means were deemed justifiable to

complete the number of slaves required for those vessels: the long famine which
as prevailed in this country had hitherto enabled the French to procure anynumber of slaves without proceeding to acts of violence; but rice being now in
aie degree of plenty, they could not be had on the easy terms, or in such numbers
oom €y Jormerly were; less cautious measures than:had hitherto been pursued: be-ane necessary to procure them, and were openly practised: Not only such beggars
a5, to be found in Yanam were picked up, but country people, who had come

is there
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there to purchase rice, were either forcibly carried or decoyed by their emissaries to

places of confinement. oo,

On the 13th some boats were sent off to the ships with slaves, and a Brahmin boy,

about nine years of age, having beep lost, it was concluded he was among the

number; the ferment which had already begun among the inhabitants and country

people in the place, now broke forth ; they assembled in considerable numbers about

the chief’s house, and clamorously demanded their children and friends of him,

I passed through Yanam late that night; they surrounded my palanquin, the sides

of which being nearly closed, I did not perceive their motive, but concluded from

the noise I heard, that it was a drunken riot in the bazar, in which idea I was con.

firmed by hearing my boys encourage each other to pass on. On my arrival at the

factory 1 was again surrounded by a considerable number of people, who entreated

me in a most urgent manner to interfere, and be the means of restoring their children

and friends to them. I lost no more time in repairing to the French chief than was

necessary to prepare @ letter to leave with his servants, in case the unseasonable

hour of my visit had been made a plea for not receiving me, After some time,

Mr. Sonnerat came to me; I acquainted him of what had passed, and demanded in

the name of the English government an immediate release of their inhabitants,

He did not pretend ignorance ; he gave me his solemn assurance, that the clamour

had been without foundation ; that during the evening he had himself examined every

godown in the place, and not one slave was to be found. At that moment a

Gentoo pointed to a godown on the opposite side of the street, not 20 yards distant

from his house, and without one object intervening to obstruct the sight, and told

one of my servants there were slaves confined init. 1 insisted upon searching the

godown; Mr. Sonnerat reluctantly complied; and six women and one child were

found confined in it. They told me in his presence, that two nights past’ two

boats had been sent away with slaves, and as more could not be crowded into them,

they had been reserved for another opportunity. One house suspected by some of

the inhabitants, was also searched, but to no purpose; the people it had contained,

had either been sent to the vessel or otherwise secreted. In the guard-room five

men were confined, who Mr. Sonnerat told me in exulting terms, were to be punished

for having purchased slaves.
Finding it useless to remain longer in Yanam, I delivered to Mr. Sonnerat the

letter I had prepared, claiming the release of the inhabitants, and proceeded to Nella-

pillee, at which place I had previously ordered the few sepoys at the factory to

assemble; I gave them in charge to Mr. Robert Scobie, acting assistant at this fac-

tory, to whomI delivereda letter, to be addressed to any commander he might find

at Coringa, whose vessel was of sufficient strength, to release the inhabitants con-

fined on board of the Mars. He found no one there willing to undertake it, and

having gone on board the ship Bombay, Captain Frayor, then in the roads, he was

also refused by him. It seems to have been the opinion of the commanders, that

not any force they could collect at Coringa would afford a reasonable hope of suc-

cess in attempting to rescue slaves from a vessel manned by Europeans, and having

by report 18 guns mounted.
On the 15th I received a letter from Mr. Sonnerat, who informed me, that he had

sent an order on board of the two vessels, to deliver up all children who were

claimed. Little as I was induced to expect any benefit from such a measure, yet

disappointed of releasing them by other means, I in answer, required of him to

allow Mr. Scobie to attend on that occasion, and to direct, that all slaves found

on board of them should be delivered to him. An order was given to that purpose,

and Mr. Scobie and Mr. Du Cimetere went on board of both vessels; they pro-

duced the order, and were informed it could not be complied with. Mr. Scobie

assures me he saw many slaves on both vessels, and distinctly heard the cries of

those confined below.
On the 16th I applied to Major Wynch, commanding at Samulcottah, for 100

sepoys, with their officers, hoping by that means to encourage the commanders of

vessels to give their assistance, but the express had not been gone many hours, when

the French ships left the port. They went off in such haste as to leave two boats

of water behind; and I think it probable they may from that cause be obliged tocall

at Pondicherry, or some other port to the southward, or if they apprehend danger

there, they may be obliged to go to the east coast of the bay for water, as they can

scarce have a sufficient supply on board to serve them to the Isle of France, the

place of their destination. The Mars is said to have 600, the Courier de Yanam

300, inhabitants, on board as slaves, The cruelty of tearing those peoplefrom theit
, RIUICS,
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families is not a little aggravated by the reflection, that Mr. De Mars, the owner of
the former vessel, was only a few years past chief of the settlement from whence they
were transported, .
The suppression of a trade so inimical to human happiness, and so destructive to

the interests of a country already deprived of one moiety of its inhabitants by famine,
is a subject which claims the most serious attention. A few moments of reflection
sufficiently points ont, that it cannot be effected by the exertion of an individual, un-
possessed of the means of enforcing the orders of government, or of putting any
vigorous measure, however necessary, into execution. The allurement of large
profit, is, in almost all situations, too great to be withstood by the bulk of man-
kind; but when a person in public trust, either silently permits, or covertly engages
in a traffic disgraceful in its nature, the odium attending it is soon lost in the
example, and even those of better inclinations find a ready excuse for the pursuit;
such I take to be the present state of the slave trade at Yanam.

It is in vain that Mr. Sonnerat prohibits by proclamation a slave trade in that
settlement; it is in vain that he selects a few offenders (made so by those whose duty
it was to restrain them by example), for the ostentatious purpose of public punish-
ment; something more than appearance is necessary to conviction ; mankind will not
believe, that in a village not one mile in length, and yet less in breadth, many hun-
dreds of human beings can be confined and shipped off to slavery without the know-
ledge of the chief residing in it, nor will they admit that knowledge can be neglected
‘but from motives not to be avowed.

I take liberty to submit to you, Honourable Sir and gentlemen, if it might not be
useful to station a subaltern officer of some experience, with a company of sebundy
sepoys at Coringa. The increasing of the guard now there could not be attended’ by
much expense, if by any; and the knowledge of such a force, would doubtless, in
some degree lessen, if not wholly prevent, this shameful and ruinous trade, and at
the same time restrain the licentiousness of sailors and lascars who frequent the port.

I have applied to Mr. Sonnerat, to point out to me the English commanders, who
he says, in his letter of the 14th instant, are accused of being concerned in the slave
trade; but as yet I have not been favoured with his answer ; my utmost endeavour
shall be exerted to discover the truth or otherwise of this charge, and the name of
the offenders, if such there be, shall be immediately transmitted to you.

In further explanation of this business, I have the honour to send inclosed, twelve
papers relative to it. ‘The declaration of the inhabitants being extremely similar,
has induced me to transmit only five of them; but should your Honourable Board
deem it necessary, any number may be taken, every man in this country being in
possession of the facts. I have, &c.

(signed) Mathew Yeats.

List of Papers inclosed.
N° 1.—Mr. Yeats to Mr. Sonnerat, 14th December 1792, } A.M.

2.—Mr. Yeats to Captains of Vessels, 14th: December 1792, 3 p M.
3-—Captain J. Frayor to Mr. Yeats, 14th December 1792.
4.—Mr. Sonnerat to Mr. Yeats, 14th December 1792.
5—~Mr. Yeats to Mr. Sonnerat, 15th December 1792.
6.—Mr. Sonnerat to Mr. Yeats, 15th December 1792.
7.—Mr. Sonnerat’s order to the captains of French vessels, 15th Dec. 1792.
8.—Mr. Yeats to Major Alex’ Wynch, 16th December 1792.
9.—Major Alex’ Wynch to Mr. Yeats, 17th December 1792.
10.—Mr. Yeats to Mr. Sonnerat, 18th December 1792.
11.—Declarations, 20th December 1792.
12.—Mr. Yeats to Mr. Corsar, 15th December 1792.

(11.)—Five declarations, made by the inhabitants residing in the vicinity of the
English factory at Ingeram, in the presence of Messrs. Mathew Yeats, Patrick Bowie,
Charles Carpenter, Francis Archibald Savage and Robert Scobie. Ingeram, 2oth
December 172.

(1.)—Bundada Vencataroyaloo, inhabitant of Yanam, says he is a banyan, and
was formerly a merchant employed by the French East India Company, in the pro-
vision of their investment; but has for some time past resided at Vizinagarum and
Other places in the north. That he returned to Yanam about ten days ago, and
found that the poor of the adjacent countries had come to this part to benefit by the
charity distributed by the English Company. That Mr. De Mars, Mr. Le Blanche,

25. and

Fort St. George
Papers :

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.
Ve



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in. Company’s
Territories.

498 SLAVERY 1N INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

and Mr. Ellardine, at that time employed people to purchase, or take by violence,

not only the poor who were begging in the streets, but also such of the inhabitants

of Yanam, and strangers frequenting the place, as they could conveniently lay hold

on, whom they confined and sent on board of ships in Coringa bay, to be exported
as slaves. The names ofthe principal people employed in this business are as follow :

La Guarie, baker, Mignel, a Portuguese,

Ellardine, cook, Pedro, ditto,

Tournier, writer to Mr. Andel, Bonta Vencanah, dubash to Mr. Sonnerat,

Collendon, writer to Mr. De Mars,

GENTOO MEN.

Dansary Lingadoo, Jungum Chinniah,

Endra Ven Catashum, Jungum Sabadoo,

Tomboory Tombadoo, Bogum Vencatasha.
Tomboory Vencadoo,

MOOR MEN.

Hussain Saib, Hussen Saib.

That they also sent people to some of the neighbouring villages to propose work
to tailors, coolies, &c., who being brought to Yanam, were confined until an oppor-
tunity offered of sending them by night to the ships ; that some of those who were re.
fractory were gagged, and a stupifying liquor given to others, who were sent off in
that condition ; that a Bramin boy belonging to the village of Autere, in the Mugul-
tore district, was seized in Yanam, when not far distant from his parents; that a

Bramin girl was also seized, but he knows not to what village she belonged; that

a woman and boy of the dancing caste, were decoyed from Nellapille to Yanam,
and sent off to the ships, but that Mr. Sonnerat, at the intercession of their friends,

sent an order to the captain, who released them, that upon their return, they reported

that the vessel they had been in had on board of her many slaves, among whom
were some family women, whom they knew to be such by their toys and dress, and
some Bramins; that the French preparing to send off some boats with slaves on
the 13th, was the reason of the inhabitants assembling; that they applied to
Mr. Sonnerat the chief, who refused to give them any redress, and that they then
went to the English resident, by whose means some few were released.

(2.)—Declaration of Mootala and Muddala Ammiah, a woman and boy belong-
ing to a house of dancers.

. The woman says, that a man called Veerasha, a washerman, came to her at Nella-
pillee, and desired her to go with him to a gentleman in Yanam, that she accordingly

went with him, accompanied by the boy, that the gentleman gave her arrack to drink,
and when she was ina state of intoxication, they put her and the boy into a boat,

where there were about ten other people, and carried them on board ofa vessel in

the roads. That while the boat was in the river, the boy leaped overboard, but being

pursued, was taken and put into the boat again. That she saw many people in the

vessel, who by their dress and toys, seemed to be of caste, and some women with

children at their breasts ; that they were confined some days, and then sent on shore.

N (3.)—Declaration of Muddala Paupee and Muddala Banma, inhabitants of

ellapille :
That Mootaloo and Muddala Ammiah (the people last examined), belonging to

their house, that they went to Yanam, and not returning in four days, the declarants

went in search of them. That being told many people were in confinement 1

Yanam, they applied to Mr. Sonnerat the chief, to release the woman and boy if

among the number, that Mr. Sonnerat told them not to make a noise and they

should be returned to them; that he sent them to a godown where forty or fifty

people were confined, but the woman and boy not being there, they returned to
Mr. Sonnerat, who desired them not to mention the circumstance, and again a3

sured them the woman and boy should be returned. That they remained in Yanam

some days, and again applied to Mr. Sonnerat, who then gave aletter to a French

gentleman, with whom he sent a peon, desiring the declarants to wait their return;

that on the following day the woman and boy were landed at Yanam, and cartl

to a choultry near to Mr. Sonnerat’s house; that Mr. Sonnerat sent word to them

to take the woman and boy away, which they accordingly did.
(4.)—Declaration of Soorumpoody Mootanah, of the village of Autere, in the

district of Mugultore: Thata
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That he is a Bramin, and came with his family to Yanam to beg of his caste ; that
they gave him some charity, but not sufficient ; that his son, a boy of about nine

ears of age, went again to beg, but did not return ; that he went in search of him,
and being much affected, was told by two fisherwomen that it was needless to make
any more noise, for that the French had confined the boy to send on board of ship;
That he then went to the French chief, who desired him to be quiet, and said he
should have his boy in the morning; that soon afterwards he went with may others
to the English resident, to ask for redress, but that the boy has not been returned
to him.

(5.}--Declaration of Survoo, a Gentoo woman, inhabitant of Gollapolam :

That about the 10th of this month, hearing rice was cheap at Yanam, she went
there to purchase two rupees worth; that she met a man named Jungum Scoobacloo,
who offered to supply her the next morning, and said he would give her victuals if
she would follow him and purchase of him; that she went with him toa godown,
and on her asking him for rice, he beat her and left there in confinement; that there
were many others confined in the same godown; that the same night, two gentle-
men, accompanied by some more peons, came to the godown and carried them
to the water-side, where two boats were loaded with people and sent off, but not
being able to contain the whole, ten of them were returned to the godown, shebeing
one of the number; that two of those who were returned being sick were separately
confined, and the other eight were released two nights afterwards by the English
resident. The above five declarations were made in our presence at Ingeram, the
20th December 1792.

(signed) Matthew Yeats, | Cha. Carpenter,
F. A. Savage, Robt Scobie.

(1.)—To Pierre Sonnerat, Esq. Chief of the French Factory at Yanam.

Sir,—In passing throughpour settlement about an hour ago, my palanquin was
surrounded by a multitude of people screaming in the most hideous manner ; sup-
posing them to be only a drunken mob I passed on, but to my surprise, on arriving
at this factory, I found the court yard filled with people venting their execrations on
the conduct of the citizens of Yanam, who, they inform me, have stoler upwards of
three hundred of their friends and children, and confined them in a godown belong-
ing to aman named Pedro, who resides in the very heart of your settlement, and
not far distant from your house, with an intent of embarking them during the dark-
ness of the morning on a vessel belonging to Mr. De Mars, and transporting them
into slavery.
Thad the honour, Sir, of writing to you not many days ago, requiring the release

of some children said to be confined on board of that vessel, when you assured me,
thatif any such were to be found, they should be released; you have also, Sir, given
heated assurances to the English government, that no such traffic should exist at
anam.
I now, Sir, call upon you in the name of the English government, to release those

people, all, or at least the greater part of whom are English subjects, and to bring
tojustice, according to your laws, those concerned in this shameful traffic.

Ingeram, 14th Dec. 1792. '  Thave, &c.
(signed) Mathew Yeats.

(2.)—To Captain — commanding the ship Coringa Bay.
Sir,-~The captain of a French ship in Coringa Bay, having, I am informed, em-

barked a considerable number of the inhabitants of this country on board of his vessel,
for the purpose of carrying theim into slavery, I apply to you, Sir, in the name of
povernment, to assist with your vessel in searching her, and releasing such of the
inhabitants as you may find on board of her; and I hereby declare myself respon-
sible and solely answerable to government for this measure, and to you, for all losses
and damages you may sustain by carrying it into execution.

Nellapille, 14 Dec. 1792. I am, &c.
(signed) § Afathew Yeats, Resident, Ingeram.
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(3.)—Mathew Yeats, Esq. Resident at Ingeram.

Sir:—Was the ship under my command ina state of defence, I would use every

endeavour to liberate the unhappy natives on board of the French ship now in the

roads, but I have not a gun mounted, or one to mount; and it would be exposing

my ship’s crew to little purpose, to sendthem unarmed against a crew of Europeans.
am, &c.

Ship Bombay, 14th Dec. 1792. (signed) J. Frayor.

(4.)—Mathew Yeats, Esq. Chief at Ingeram.

Monsieur :—Jai été extremement peiné des plaintes que quelques Indiens vous

ont portées hier, relativement 4 quelques enfans qu’on avoit enlevés a leur famille

pour les envoyer comme esclaves. La méme plainte m’avoit deja été faite sur les

neuf 3 dix heures du soir; et comme je suis loin de tolerer des infamies pareilles,

javois arrété et fait mettre en prison tous ceux soupsonnés de faire le trape des noirs,

pour les interroger aujourd’hui, et punir ceux qui sont en faute comme ils le meritent,

Ceux qui se sont adressés 4 vous, Monsieur, ont inculpés, mal-&-propos, tous les ci-

toyens 4 Yanam. II ne s’en suit pas d'ici qu’un individu s‘est exposé au blame méme

dé ses concitoyens que les autres soient capables de se degrader au point d’étre accusts

davoir enlevés des infans. Je suis garant de leur honnéteté: je leurs tairai donc la

phrase quia rapport a eux dans lalettre que vous m’avez fait Fhonneur de me remettre

hier, parcequ’ils ne pourroient s’empecher de demander justice de ceux qui ont ost

les attaquer dans leur honneur.

Le rapport qu'on vous a fait que plusieurs esclaves etoient confinés dans une maison

d’un Ne Pedre etoit sans fondement. Aussitdt qu’on mé dit qu’on soupsonnoit quil

yen avoit dans cette maison je m’y suis transporté, et j'ai fait une fouille exacte:

Avec les denonciateurs méme nous en avons fait de méme ensemble sans avoir rien

trouvé. Cette maison est habiteé par Mr. Hippolite, et je ne puis croire quill ait

jamais eu l’intention de transporter des noirs comme esclaves, son vaisseau dans ce

moment chargeant de balles pour Pondicherry, ou il seroit mal recu s'il en avoit a

son bord, Vassemblée coloniale des etablissement Francois dans l'Inde, a faite une

proclamation qui defend 4 tous Francois d’en acheter un seul, c’est d’apres cette pro-

clamation que j’ai mis la plus grande rigueur d’empecher ce commerce tentes les fois

que j’ai pti étre instruit ou on en rassembloit; je les ai fait saisir; en votre absence

j’en ai fait transporté cent-dix 4 Nellipelle, et la je leurs ai rendu leur liberté le deux

du mois dernier j'ai eu Thonneur de sous en envoyer dix-huit et seize le huit da

méme mois. J’en avois arréte douze d’un capitaine Anglois, mais d’apres unelettre

que m’ecrivit. M. Scobie en votre absence je me suis vu forcé de les relacher. Je

sous en ai remis sept hier, que je devois vous envoyer ce matin, un moment apres

on en aconduit chez vous quatorze que j’avois fait prendre dans un godon.

Il n’a pas été en mon pouvoir, Monsieur, d’empecher que Mr. De Mars n’em-

mena sur son vaisseau des Indiens pour les porter sans doute comme esclaves a VIsle

de France. Mr. De Mars connoissoit la proclamation de l’assemblée coloniale des

etablissement Francois dans ’Inde, et le seroit bien gardé den traiter un seul dans

Yanam: s'il en a il les a traité A Jaggenapoor, 4 Bimlipatam, et dans quelqu’ autres

des dependantes du gouvernement Anglois, sans étre aucunement inquieté, mais

peut-étre les plaintes ne portent elles pas seulement sur Mr. de Mars. Onm’areporté

que trois vaisseaux Anglois viennent de partir pour Isle de France avec quantite

d’esclaves; si cela est (ce qui nous saurons sous peu de tems avec certitude), il seroit

etonnant que les Anglois soient les premiers a enfraindre une loi que Jeur governe-

ment 4 promulgue. .

Au reste, Monsieur, les limites de Yanam et mes moyens, sont trop restrains

pour pouvoir faire plus que je n’ai fait, tant que le gouvernement Anglois nemettra

pas des forces a Coringue pour empécher ces exportations. On vena toujours quelques

particuliers sens delicatesse, avides et attirés par Yappdt du gain, entreprendre cet

honteux trafic. Persuadés que je m’ai aucun droit sur eux lorsqu'ils sont en radede

Coringue, et que les Anglois n’ont pas de force pours leurs empécher de le faire, ils

sont surs de limpunité.
Je viens d’envoyer un ordre 4 bord des deux vaisseaux, que sont en rade de

Coringue, pour qu’ils rendent tous les enfans reclamés.

J’ai Nhonneur d’étre avec une parfaite consideration, Monsieur,
votre tres humble et tres cbeissant serviteur,

Yanam, le 14 Dec. 1792. (signé) Sonnerat.

Je vous envois trois enfans que j'ai fait saisir.
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(5-)—To Pierre Sonnerat, Esq. Chief at Yanam.

Sir:—I have received your letter of yesterday's date, informing me, that you

have sent people to search Mr. De Mars’s vessel for some of the inhabitantsof this

country concealed on board of her. I now, Sir, send Mr. Robert Scobie to you, on

the part of the English government, to assist on that occasion, and require of: you

to direct, that such of the inhabitants as may be found on board of her shall be

delivered up to him.

I also request, that you will order the other French vessel, now in Coringa roads,

to be searched for the same purpose, being well informed she has slaves on board.
Ihave, &c.

Ingeram, 15th Dec. 1792. (signed) Mathew Yeats.

6.—M” Yeats, Ecuyer, Chef 4 Ingeram.

Monsieur :—Je viens de recevoir la lettre que vous m’avez fait remettre par Mr.

Scobie, pour correspondre aux veux du gouvernement. J’di remis 4 M. Ducimi-
terre un ordre 4 tous les capitaines Francois mouiilés en rade de Coringue, qu’ils

aient 4 rendre a M. Scobie, qui accompagnera M. Ducimiterre, tous les naturels de
ce pais s‘ils en ont abord. Ji? honneur d’ etre, &c.

Yanam, 19 Decembre 1792. (signé) Sonnerat.

7.—Au nom dele Nation, de la Loi, et du Roi.

Il est ordonnéatous les capitaines commandants les vaisseaux Francois mouillés
presentement en rade de Coringue, de rendre au porteur du present ordre, les na-
urels de pais qu’en les taxe d’ avoir & leur bords.

Donné a Yanam, en hotel du gouvernement, le 15 Decembre 1792.
(signé) Sonnerat.

Nous sous-signés, proposés par le resident Anglois 4 Ingeram, et le commandant
Francois a Yanam, declarons nous étre transporter 4 bord des vaisseaux Francois
le Marr et le Courier d’ Yanam ; avons communique le present ordre aux capitaines
de ces deux vaisseaux, qui nous ayant refusé de faire aucun reponse et de I’ écrire,
nous ont contraint 4 nous retirer, en foi le quoi nous avons signé a present, a bord
du Courier d’ Yanam, le 19th Decembre 1792, a onze heures de la nuit.

(signé) Du Cimiterre. Robert Scobie.

8.—To Major Alexander Wynch, commanding at Samulcottah.

Sir:—I require of you to supply me with 10 sepoys, commanded by one or
more European officers, to endeavour to rescue a very considerable number of the
inhabitants of this country, who have been seized upon and forcibly sent on board of
two French vessels, now laying in Coringa bay. I request that the sepoys may be
sent, without loss of time, to Cacanada, where boats and guides shall be provided
for them; and I am not without hopes of being able to fit out a vessel for the more
speedily effecting so desirable a purpose.

Itis necessary to inform you, that the seizing of those people is contrary to the
established orders both of the English and French government in India, and that the
French chief at Yanam has in vain sent an order to the captains of the vessels to
deliver themup. , Iam, &c.

Nellapille, 16th December 1792. (signed) Mathew Yeats.

N. B.—If you have any gun lascars, be 80 good as to send them.

(A true copy.) (signed} Robert Scobie, Acting Assistant.

Mathew Yeats, Esq. Resident, Ingeram.

Sir ‘—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of yesterday’s date,
foi’ military aid to rescue some inhabitants, who had been seized upon, and
tre y sent on board two French ships, laying in Coringa road. As I was giving
manyorders for a party, under the command of an European officer, to
at immediately for Cocanada, I received a letter from Mr. Scobie, acting

sistant, written by your directions, acquainting me that the vessels had sailed,

ane that there was no occasion for the party to march. The French chief's con

”
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duct appears to be very reprehensible indeed; had he executed his authority as chief
he no doubt could have prevented the vessels sailing with the inhabitants onboard,

I hope you will represent his conduct in its proper light to government.

Samulcottah, 17th December 1792. Ihave, &c.
(signed) Alexander Wynch, Major.

10.—To Pierre Sonnerat, Esq. Chief of the French Factory, at Yanam,

Sir :—In the letter you did me the honour to write to me on the 14th instant
you tell me you have been informed that three English vessels have sailed from
Coringa for the Isle of France, with slaves on board.

Permit me, Sir, to request ofyou to be so obliging as to acquaint me with the
names of the captains and the vessels they command. I have, &c.

Ingeram, 18th December 1792. (signed) Mathew Yeats.

12.—To Frederick Corsair, Master Attendant at Coringa.

Sir :—If Captain Gambo, of the ship Sultan Favourite, or any of his officers of
the other French vessels now in Coringa roads, or Mr. Lewis de Mars, of Yanam,
are to be found in Coringa, you are hereby directed to arrest their persons, and keep
them in confinemement until further orders. I am, &c.

Ingeram, 15th December 1792. (signed) Mathew Yeats.

Minute.—The Board approve of the steps taken by Mr. Yeats to liberate the
natives from slavery.

Resolved, To refer the above papers to the Governor of Pondicherry, requesting
he will issue such orders, as will effectually prevent this improper traffic amongst
those who are under his authority.

Agreed, That the chief and council at Masulipatam be desired to station at Co-
ringa, the guard applied for by the resident at Ingeram, provided they are of opinion
the measures will not be attended with inconvenience.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 5th January 1792.

Extract of a Letter to Masulipatam.
The resident at Ingeram being of opinion, that if a guard were stationed at

Coringa, it would lessen, if not prevent, the traffic in slaves, which he represents to
have been carried on by the French at Yanam; we desire you will order thither a
company of sibbundies under a subaltern officer, provided you are of opinion that the
measure will not be attended with inconvenience.

Sent the following letters,

To the Honourable Major General De Fresne, Commandant of the French
Settlements in India, Governor of Pondicherry, &c. &c. &c.

Sir :—I feel much concern in forwarding to you the enclosed papers, received
from the English resident at Ingeram, accusing some individuals of the French
factory at Yanam, of purchasing the natives as slaves. These papers speak s0
forcibly, that I am convinced no other argument is necessary to induce you to send
such orders on the occasion, as will effectually prevent this improper traffic amongst
those who are under youauthority. I have, &e.

Fort St. George, 5th January 1793. (signed) Charles Oakeley.

To Mr. Mathew Yeats, Resident at Ingeram.
Sir :—We have received your letter of the 22d ult. and approve the steps yo

took to liberate the natives from slavery.
We have referred the papers received from you on the subject to the Governot

of Pondicherry, and upon receiving his reply, shall be able to determine on the
measures necessary to be adopted; in the mean time, you will attend to our iY
structions, under date the 22d ult., observing to communicate any future occurrences

of a similar nature to the chief and council at Masulipatam. .
We have directed, that the guard you applied for, should be stationed at Goringa,

provided the chief and council are of opinion the measure will not be attended with
an inconvenience. We are, &c. Cs

(signed) Charles Oakeley, &c. Council.
Fort St. George, 5th January 1793.
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Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 18th January 1793.

Read the following letter from Pondicherry.

To Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor of Madras, &c. Fort St. George.
Sir:—I have received the letter which you have done me the honour to write me

of the 5th inst. and the papers which were enclosed. I am at a loss for words to
express to you how much I am affected at what still passes at Yanam. They have
published at that factory a proclamation, to entirely put a stop to the trade in slaves ;
I have caused one to be published here, by which this shameful traffic is prohibited,
directly or indirectly, to every Frenchman in India. I am going, Sir, to furnish
Mr. Sonnerat with fresh instructions on this subject; they are very strict. I venture
to assure you, they shall be enforced with the utmost rigour; and that the persons
made mention of by Mr. Yeats for having been concerned in this disgraceful traffic,
shall scrupulously be taken notice of. Ihave, &e.

Pondicherry, 14th January 1793. (signed) Cornelle Lellere Defresne.

Resolved, to inform the Governor General, that several complaints have been
received from the Northern settlements, of the traffic carried on by the French in
the purchase of the inhabitants as slaves, and to state the steps which have been in
consequence taken.
As the Board however apprehend, that the authority of Mons. Defresne is too

weak to remove the cause of complaint, and that it may become necessary to redress
the grievance by the exertions of our own government, they wish to receive the
sentiments and instructions of the Governor General upon this delicate point, as
the measures requisite to be taken may involve national considerations of too much
importance for them to decide upon.

Ordered, That copies of the late dispatch from the resident at Ingeram, and of
Mons. Defresne’s letter, be sent to Bengal, for the information of the Governor
General in council.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 19th January 1793.

Sent the following Letters of this date to the Right Honourable Earl Corn-
wallis, k. G. Governor General in council at Fort William.

My Lord:—-We are much concerned to inform your Lordship, that we have
received several complaints from the northern settlements, of a traffic carried on by
the French in the purchase of the inhabitants as slaves.
We have made repeated and strong representations to the Governor of Pondi-

cherry upon this subject, and he has expressed himself equally earnest with ourselves
to restrain the practice; but from a dispatch lately transmitted by our resident at
Ingeram, of which we do ourselves the honour to enclose a copy for your Lordship’s
information, we perceive not only that the trade continues, but that it is counte-
nanced, if not carried on, by persons in authority at the French settlement at Yanam;
we transmitted copies of the papers received from the resident to Mr. Defresne, and
have received his answer (which is herewith forwarded), professing his extreme dis-
pleasure at the conduct of the French subjects, and assuring us that he should take
the most effectual measures in his power to remove the cause of complaint; we ap-
prehend, however, that his authorityistoo weak for this purpose, and that it may
become necessary to redress the grievance by the exertions of our own government;
uponthis delicate point, however, we wish to receive your Lordship’s sentiments and
instructions, as the measures requisite to be taken may involve national considerations
of too much importance for us to decide upon.

We have, &c.
Fort St. George, 1 goth January 1793. (signed) Charles Oakeley.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 25th January 1793.

Extract Letter from Anthony Sadleir, Esq. Chief, and Council at Masulipatam, to
the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart, dated 13th January 1793.

3i consequence of the orders contained in the last paragraph of your letter, and
vigil e discretion apparently left with us, we think it necessary that a prudent and
gant officer should be selected for the purpose of being stationed at Coringa,
nae ectlarly as we know from good authority, that reports of the traffic carried
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on by foreigners in slaves has reached Calcutta; having a confidence in the circum.

spection and conduct of Lieutenant Thomas Reddell, we have accordingly selected

him for the service in question, which may require to be conducted with some degree

of delicacy, and we shall require the officer commanding the troops in garrison to

order him to proceed to Coringa without delay, where he will be stationed with

one company of revenue sepoys, or as many as can at present be spared from the

garrison of Samulcotah, from whence he may easily be reinforced afterwards b

Major Wynch, as circumstances may render necessary. Colonel Fraser shall like-

wise be advised of your orders to us, and of our reasons for having selected a parti.

cular officer for this duty, as likewise Mr. Yeats, for every purpose of co-operation

necessary.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 1st February 1793.

Read the following Letter from Masulipatam, with the papers accompanying it.

To the Hon. Sir Charles Oakeley Bart. Governor in council, Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs:—We have already had the honour in acknowledging

the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, of informing you that an officer had been

nominated to proeeed to Coringa, and to remain stationed there, for the purpose of

preventing the trade in slaves carried on in that neighbourhood, by foreign Euro-

peans, and we herewith enclose copy ofa letter of instructions, with which we

furnished Lieutenant Reddell for his guidance, marked N° 1.

About the time that your above mentioned letter reached us, we understood that

reports were circulating, and that they had even reached Calcutta, of numbers of

natives of the country having been made slaves of, by the most unwarrantable

means, and transported by sea from Yanam, in vessels bound for the French islands;

and having ourselves received no official information upon which we could act, we

thought it necessary to apply to the resident of Ingeram for such as he might be

able to furnish. Mr. Yeats accordingly transmitted to us copies of two letters

which he had addressed to your Honour, &c., of date the 15th and 22d ultimo,

together with copies of the enclosures which had accompanied them. By these

papers we were concerned to observe, that the traffic in slaves had been carried on

to an extent and in a manner that we could not have imagined Europeans of

whatever nation would have been guilty of, or even have in the smailest degree

countenanced.
We are not in knowledge of the answer, or any instructions you may have trans-

mitted to Mr. Yeats in reply to his above mentioned letters; but with such official

information in our possession, and considering the proclamation published during

the government of General Medows, and the orders which we have from time to time

received, we have thought it our duty to take all the measures in our power for pre-

venting a species of traffic so ruinous in its consequences, and so repugnant to huma-

nity, as appears to have been carrying on at Yanam. We have accordingly

circulated a taukeed, of which a copy is herewith enclosed, marked N° 2, and written

letters to the resident of Ingeram and Lieutenant Reddell, marked, N° 3 and 4.

We are in hopes that the chief of Yanam, Mr. Sonnerat, will, after these have been

communicated to him, take measures for effectually preventing a trade which he

never has avowed ; and in our own opinion the French factory at Yanam may at

this time be considered in a state of anarchy, the authority of their chief having

little influence on the conduct of his countrymen; for it appears, that the proclama-

tion which he published, for preventing any trade in slaves being carried on had no

effect, more than the order which he dispatched at Mr. Yeats’s request for the release

of those who had been put on board of ship; and under these circumstances, We

think the natives of the country have a right to look up for protection to that

government, which only has the power of securing them and their families against

the barbarous rapacity of individuals, which we are persuaded the French as a

nation will by-no means countenance or oppose under the present circumstancesof

their government abroad.
We have, &c.

(signed) Anth. Sadler. Wm. Dobbyn. Andw. Scott.

Masulipatam, 27th January 1793.

; \ To Lieutenant Thomas Reddell. .

Sir :—Government having thought proper to order a subaltern officer, with a

detachment of revenue sepoys, to be stationed at Coringa, for the purpose of pre

venting the traffic in slaves, said to be carried on in that neighbourhood by foreigners
an
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and as we think it necessary that this service be conducted with a considerable de-
gree of circumspection, we have in consequence of the opinion which we entertain
of your vigilance and prudence selected you for this particular duty.
You will accordingly, on being detached from this garrison, proceed to Coringa,

and on your arrival there, take upon yourself the command of a jemadar’s guard of
revenue sepoys, which Major Wynch has been required to order thither from
Samulcotah.
We cannot suppose that the traffic in slaves is carried on with the concurrence of

the French and Dutch governments, more particularly as the representative of those
nations at Yanam and Juggernaickporam disavow it; but notwithstanding this, we
can have no doubt of many natives of this country having been carried into slavery
by individuals, and of their having been exported by sea from the above mentioned
factories. To prevent this traffic, so disgraceful to those concerned in it, is the
present intention of government, by stationing a detachment at Coringa, and which
you will of course vigilantly attend to. On the event of your being informed of any
individual residing at Yanam or Juggernaickporam being engaged in purchasing
slaves, it will be proper for you to acquaint the chief of such factory thereof, as
also of your being ordered to prevent their exportation; if this notification should
not produce the desired effect, you are to proceed accordingly to employ such means
as circumstances may require, for preventing any of the natives of the Company’s
districts being exported as slaves, which the French and Dutch have both been
informed is positively prohibited by our government.
Your operations on such occasions must however be confined to the Company’s

territories and the river, as it would be improper for a military force to enter upon
the territories belonging to either the French pr Dutch.
We have not heard, neither can we suppose, that any British subject would disgrace

his character so exceedingly as to be concerned, either as a principal or agent, in
a trade so shameful ; but in case of any instance to the contrary coming within your
knowledge, we desire that the person so concerned may be apprehended and kept
in confinement until the pleasure of government be known. All natives or others
who may be employed within the Company’s districts, in buying up the inhabitants
with a view of their being afterwards exported as slaves, are in like manner to be
apprehended, and the circumstances of the case reported by you.

If upon any occasion it should happen, that the force under your command
should be insufficient for the execution of the duties with which you are entrusted,
an immediate application may be made for a reinforcement to the officer command-
ing at Samulcotah, who has been required to comply therewith.
You will communicate all occurrences as they may arise to us, and as the port

of Coringa has been placed by government under the resident at Ingeram, he will
be informed of your being stationed there, as well as for what purpose; and that
there may be that co-operation between you and the resident which the service re-
quires, you will be pleased to shew your instructions to Mr. Yeats, as also to act in
communication with him, and to be attentive to such communication and appli-
cations as he may make to you.

Mr. Sonnerat, chief of ‘the French factory at Yanam, having some time ago
acquainted the resident at Ingeram with his having issued a proclamation, forbidding
the exportation of the natives of the country as slaves, we herewith enclose a trans-
lation of the communication which we received from Mr. Yeats on that occasion, asit may be a proper authority for you to refer to, in case of your having any inter-
Course with the subjects of France.

oo. We are, &c.
Masulipatam, 14th January 1793. (signed) Anthony Sadlier, Council.

Tavxzep to all zemindars, tanadars, muzamadars, despondias, choudries andother inhabitants belonging to the districts dependent upon the chiefship offasulipatam.—Dated 20th January 1793.
of th ereas ithas come to the knowledge of the chief and council, that in defiance
St Geo amation issued by the Hunourable the Governor in Council of Fort
of this tge, and the measures since taken in consequence thereof, many natives of
seduction and”of both sexes, have been made slaves of by purchase, kidnapping,
purpose»it ' otherwise, and afterwards shipped on board of foreign vessels for the
b ot Delng transported beyond sea, the Board find themselves deeply interested
y *very principle of justice and humanity, td put an effectual stop to this scan-vs and disgraceful traffic,
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Notice is accordingly hereby given to all persons residing under the authorityof

the chief and council, that they are to use their utmost endeavours to prevent the

purchasing, kidnapping and decoying away any of the native inhabitants of this

country as slaves, for the purpose of their being sent out of the country either by

sea or land; that all persons who may be found in the interior parts of the country,

or in the neighbourhood of the sea ports, engaged in the business of procuring slaves,

by any means whatsoever, whether such persons may be Europeans or natives, and

whether they may be employed as principals or agents, such persons are in every

case to be secured and delivered up to the officer stationed at Coringa, or to the

nearest military station, in order that they may be punished in such manner as

government may, from the circumstances of the case, determine upon.

It affords the greatest satisfaction to the chief and council to reflect, that hitherto

no information has been received of any British subject, of any description, having

been so regardless of their characters as to be concerned directly or indirectly in

procuring or transporting the native inhabitants of the country as slaves, and they

trust no instance of such depravity will occur among them ; but it becomes neces.

sary nevertheless to publish, that on the event of any instance appearing of any

British subject degrading himself so far as to be concerned in this shameful species

of commerce, he will not only be treated in the same manner with others, but his

conduct be publicly represented to government.
Finally, the Chief and Council hereby signify their determination to reclaim,

rescue and release, by such means as may be in their power, whatever natives of

this country they may be informed are detained on shore or on board of ships as

slaves, and to secure the persons of those by whom such natives may be detained ;

and they in like manner authorize and require all persons depending on their au-

thority, to act conformably to this notice with respect to men of whatever nation or

country the offenders may be.
(A true copy.) (signed) R. Malcolm, Assistant Secretary.

To Mr. Mathew Yeats, Resident at Ingeram.

Sir:—A report prevailing of a disturbance having been occasioned at Coringa

and Yanam, owing to a number of native inhabitants having been carried away

and put on board French ships in defiance of the orders of our government, and

contrary to assurances given by Mr. Sonnerat, chief of the factory at Yanam, the

chief and council have directed 'me to request of you to communicate to them such

information as youpossess on the subject.
It is mentioned, that on the night of the 15th ultimo, many natives of the

superior castes lost their children, who were by violence carried away from them at

Yanam, houses having been forced open; that, soon afterwards, two French ships

got under way from Coringa Roads, bound to the Mauritius, and having on board,

it was said, not less than eight hundred of the native inhabitants. Further, that

Monsieur De Mars, owner of one of the ships, being himself a passenger on board,

was conceived by the populace to be a party concerned in this traffic, and his house

demolished by them after his departure.
These accounts may probably have been exaggerated, which in the present

instance the chief and council hope may have been the case; but, as it appears by

a letter just received here, that the report is current in a distant settlement, they.

deem it incumbent on them to endeavour to obtain the best information on the sub-

ject which it may be in their power to procure.

Masulipatam, tith Jan. 1793. I am, &c.
(signed) Robert Malcolm, Assistant Secretary.

To Mr. Mathew Yeats, Resident at Ingeram.

Sir:—I am directedby the chief and council to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter of the 5th instant, with its enclosures, which communication has impresse
them with deep concern, and exhibits a conduct which they could not have con-

ceived or expected, after the positive assurances received from the chief of Yanam

in his public capacity, after the agreement entered into by the European inhabitants

of Yanam not to trade in slaves, and after the proclamation issued byMr.Son.

nerat, prohibiting this traffic; the information communicated by youhas induce

the chief and council to write a letter to the officer stationed at Coringa, inclosing

a taukeed, which they have thought it necessary to circulate; this letter 15 herein
: . . ° . cae 1e

inclosed, and left open for your perusal previous to its being delivere “Board
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Board think it proper that their determination should be communicated through

ou to Mr. Sonnerat, which they request you will do accordingly, in hopes it may

induce him effectually to prevent the barbarous trade that has but too evidently been

carried on with his knowledge, or that he may be warned at least of the conse-

quences which may result from a contrary conduct. The chief and council, in their

original instructions to Lieutenant Reddell, thought it proper to restrict him‘from
employing a military force within the limits of the Dutch and French factories;

but the circumstances which you have communicated will now, they think, warrant

a less delicate conduct, in case of any thing similar being repeated; you will ob-

serve, that they have accordingly authorized Lieutenant Reddell to support such

measures as you may deem it necessary to adopt for rescuing such unfortunate

natives as you may hereafter be in knowledge of being confined as slaves at Yanam,

in case of your finding it necessary to require his assistance.

Masulipatam, 21st Jan. 1793. Iam, &c.

(signed)  &. Malcolm, Assistant Secretary.

To Lieutenant Thomas Reddell, commanding a Detachment at Coringa.

Sir:—I am directed by the chief and council. tu inform you, that since writing

you on the 14th instant, they have received a letter from the resident at Ingeram,

inclosing several papers, by which they observe, with much concern, that the traffic

in slaves has been carried on of late in a manner and to an extent which they could

have formed no conception of.
With a view of putting an effectual stop to this barbarous and shameful species

of commerce, the Board have thought it necessary to circulate a taukeed, of which

a copy is herewith inclosed, for the purnose of being published by you by beat of

tom-tom, and pasted up in some public place for the information of the native
inhabitants and others.

It will rest with Mr, Yeats, through whom the chief and council have usually
corresponded with the chief of the French factory at Yanam, to communicate
their determinations to Mr. Sonnerat; and as the Board consider it to be their
indispensable duty to protect the native inhabitants of these districts in their per-
sons and in their property, against all attempts to injure them, Mr. Yeats will be
acquainted, that, in case of his receiving information upon which he can depend,
and which he may think will warrant the entering the village of Yanam for the
purpose of rescuing and releasing any of the native inhabitants who may be
detained there as slaves, the Board will authorize him to give you the necessary
support, which you are to do accordingly, notwithstanding any thing to the con-
trary contained in the letter written you, under date the 14th instant.

Masulipatam, 21st Jan. 1793. Iam, &c.
* (signed) Robert Malcolm, Assistant Secretary.

Minute.—The Board trust, that the measures taken to prevent any further
attempts to carry away the natives, will be attended with the desired effect.

The Board observe, that the resident at Ingeram was acquainted that his late
communication on this subject should have been made to the chief and council at
Masulipatam, and directed in future to address them upon all occurrences of a
similar nature. .

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations, 2d February 1793.

Sent the following letter.

To Anthony Sadleir, Esq. Chief and Council at Masulipatam.
. Gentlemen :—We have received your letter of the 27th instant, with its inclosures,
and trust that the measures taken to prevent any further attempts to carry away the
natives will be attended with the desired effect. We have acquainted the resident
at Ingeram, that his late communication on this subject should have been made to
you, and in future to address you upon all occurrences of a similar nature.

Fort St. George, 2d Feb. 1793. Weare, &c.
(signed) Charles Oakeley & Council.
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Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, 8th February 1793.

Read the following Letter from the French Chief at Yanam:

To the Gentlemen in Council at Madras.

Gentlemen :—After the letter which I received yesterday from the governor of
Pondicherry, respecting complaints made to you by your resident at Ingeram con.
cerning the natives, that some individuals have been transported from their country,
no doubt as slaves, it behoves me to justify myself to you; I have the esteem ofmy
chief and fellow citizens, and I have merited it; I have ambition likewise to obtain
yours, and shall be concerned that there should be the smallest foundation for being
unworthy of it.

I perceive, gentlemen, that what has been written has been extremely exagverated,

A child supposed to have been taken away, is a story fabricated to establish a pre-

text to write. The journey of your resident to our settlement, at the moment com-
plaints were brought to me, was designed ; but nothing can excuse the indecent

proceeding he was guilty of, in coming at three o’clock in the morning into our
settlement, with a crowd of people, to force me to visit with him some particular

houses; a proceeding disgraceful to his character, and which I would not have suf-

fered in any other instance, and to which I have appeared ignorant, to convince the

English government that I was far from countenancing the traffic. I know, gentle.

men, that he has written a very strong and very ungenteel letter about me, without
entering into the reasons which engaged him to do it; it is true, however, that it is

not becoming a man of integrity to calumniate his equal, and much less the chief of
a foreign nation.
My conduct, gentlemen, will convince you, that I have done every thing in my

power to prevent this disgraceful traffic, and that I have myself declared the same
in my works, published twelve years ago.

Shocked to see some French profit from the misery which prevailed in the north,

by carrying away the unfortunate from their country and their families, (our laws at

that time not prohibiting the trade,) I prevailed on the citizens of Yanam, at

a general meeting, to authorize me to prevent it. I sent at the time to the council

at Masulipatam, and to the chief at Ingeram, a copy of the declaration and reso-
lution of the citizens of Yanam, and of the proclamation I made. Since that pro-

clamation, which was published the 14th July, ten persons, who were convicted of

having sold natives of the country, were publicly chabucked; which [ can prove, by

the same having been recorded in the police register of this settlement. Every

time that I have been informed that a Frenchman has had any slaves at Yanam,

I have had them seized, and sent to the English resident. I sent him eighteen the

2d November, sixteen the 8th following, twenty-one the 13th December, and three

the 14th. I set at liberty likewise (the English resident being absent) one hundred

and ten, which I caused to be sent to Nellapilla, to the English territory; Itook

twelve from an English captain, but, from a letter which was written me during the

absence of the English resident, I was forced to release them. I could, gentlemen,

expose to your view a circumstance which would astonish you; but my project 1s

only to remove any unfavourable impression against me, and not to give pain to
any one.

In every instance, it is true, that if there is any who can be responsible, it is the

resident at Ingeram, who alone has every means. You are not ignorant, gentlemen,

that Yanam is surrounded by your possessions; nothing can leave itwithout the

knowledge of the English chief, and it would be impossible, even if he wished it, to

send from Coringa one black as a slave. .
I annex herewith copy of two letters, which I have written to Mr. Yeats, which

contain my sentiments, and come in support of what I have advanced. If, after
what I have now told you, 1am happy enough to convince you of the zeal I have

manifested to prevent the French from degrading themselves by so shamefulatraffic,

at which humanity shudders, I am satisfied.
The accusation that your resident here has made against Vencana, one of my

dubashes, as being concerned in the trade of slaves, is unjust; his enemies have, 10

order to injure him, accused him tothe English resident. I can assure you, gentle-

men, that he never entertained an idea of buying or selling a single one.

At the request of Mr. Yeats, I have sent to Mr. Cemitere an order for allFrench
captal
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captains at anchor in the road of Coringa to give up to Mr. Scobie, who accom-
panied Mr. Cemitere, all the natives of the country they had on board. Ihave
claimed the return of this order, as you will perceive by copy of my letter to
Mr. Scobie, herewith annexed. I am willing to believe what Mr. Scobie wrote in
reply, that Mr. Yeats, not knowing it was necessary for me to have, sent it to you;
] will be obliged to you to return it to me.

I have, &c. (signed)  Sonnerat.

To Mr. Yeats, Chief at Yanam.

_ Sir:—I have been extremely hurt at the complaints some Indians made to you
yesterday, respecting an infant which had been taken from its family, to be sent to
slavery. The same complaint had already been sent to me about nine or ten o’clock
at night; and as I am far from tolerating such infamy, I had all those suspected of
being concerned in the trade of blacks taken up, and put into prison, for the purpose
of interrogating them to-day, to punish those who were found in fault. Those who
applied to you, Sir, have very improperly made a general charge against all the
citizens of Yanam: it does not follow, that because one individual being more to
blame than his fellow citizens, that the others are capable of degrading themselves
so low as to be accused of kidnapping children ;’and I will be answerable for their
integrity. I shall therefore conceal the paragraph which mentions it, in the letter
which you did me the honour to write me yesterday, or else they must demand
redress against those who have dared to make such an attack on their honour.
The report made to you, that several slaves were confined in the house of one

Pedro was without foundation. As soon as I was told that it was conjectured that
he had some in that house, I went there, and made the most strict search with the
informers themselves, and could find none. That house is inhabited by Mr. Hopo-
leter, and I cannot believe that he ever had an intention to transport blacks as
slaves: his vessel is at this moment loading with bales for Pondicherry, where he
would meet with a very indifferent reception if he had blacks on board.
The colonial assembly of the French settlements in India has published a pro-

clamation, which prohibits the French from purchasing a single person; and after
that proclamation, and the positive orders I have received from the governor of
Pondicherry, to take the most effectual measures to prevent this commerce every
time thatIhave it in my power, and I have done so; and in your absence I had
transported one hundred and ten to Nellapilla, where I gave them liberty; the
2d of last month I had the honour to send you eighteen ; the 8th of the same month
Itook away twelve from an English captain, but, after the receipt of a letter from
Mr. Scobie, written in your absence, I was obliged to restore them; I sent you sevén
yesterday, which I had intended to have sent you this morning: a moment after
they conducted to you fourteen, which I had taken from a godown.

It has not been in my power, Sir, to prevent Mr. De Mars from sending on his
vessel Indians to be transported, without doubt; as slaves, to the Isle of France.
Mr. De Mars knows the proclamation of the colonial assemblies for the French
establishments in India, and he will be very careful not to take one from Yanam.
Ifhe has any, he has procured them at Jagganaporam, Bimlipatam, and other
districts dependent on the English government, without being molested.

But perhaps this complaint does not merely allnde to Mr. De Mars ; I am told
that three English vessels are about to sail for the Isle of France, with a num-
ber of slaves; if it is so, we shall know it fora certainty soon. It is surprizing that
the English are the first to infringe a law that their government promulgated.

In fine, Sir, the limits of Yanam, and my means, are too restrained to do more
than Ihave done; while the English government do not employ force at Coringa
0 prevent the exportation, they will always find some individuals without delicacy,
ee rien led away with the hope of gain, continue this vile commerce; convinced
' 4 ave no power over them in the road of Coringa, and while the English have
® force to prevent them, they can act with impunity.

torestore al to send an order on board two French vessels in the road of Coringa,
€ ail the children which are claimed. I have, &e.

(signed) Sonnerat.
P. S.—T send you three children, which I caused to be seized.

125,

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

VW
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FOren.Be Mr. Yeats, Chief at Ingeram.

State of Slavery Sir :—I have just received the letter you sent me by Mr. Scobie; to accord with
in Company's the yiews of the English government, I have-given to Mr. Cimiterre an order toall

\ Ferritonies, , French captains at anchor in Coringa road, to give up to Mr. Scobie (who will
accompany Mr. Cimiterre) every native of this country they may have on board.

I have, &c.

(signed) — Sonnerat.
Mr. Scobie.

Sir :—Conformable to the order of the service, Mr. Yeats absolutely cannot send
to the councilatMadrus the original of the order that I have sent to Mr. Cemiterre,
and which he has entrusted to you; not that you should leave it with Mr. Yeats,
but that he should merely sign it ; he cannot, therefore, keep it without subjecting
you to censure. Mr Yeats may as well send a copy signed by me; and if he does
not restore it, it will compel me to claim it from the council of Madras, because it
cannot go out of my hands ; and I shall therefore be obliged to you to ask for it, and
send it me by the hearer. 1 have, &c.

Yanam, 28thJanuary 1753. (signed) Sonnerat.

Mr. Yeats, Chief at Ingeram.

Sir:—lI have received the letter you did me the honour to write to me the 24th
instant, with the proclamation from the chief and council, relative to the commerce
in slaves. I am delighted that that council have at last interfered. It istobe
hoped, that the spirit of that proclamation, of the one I published at Yanam, and
the measure you will adopt, neither English or French can any longer carry on this
shameful traffic. I have, &c.

(signed) Sonnerat.

 

LIST of Boys and Girxs brought to Madras, to be sold as Slave,

 

 

 

        

Height.
(—_

ne NAMES, VILLAGES. 2 é CASTE. PARENTS NAMES.

214
me 14

MALE,

Ramasam -| Gunpurte - -| 161 4| 4] Gentee - -| Sidog Lechme - 7°

Balagoroovah -| Poondy = - ~{15 | 4/ 4 - - - Ramoodoo Pudnachelm -  -

Naregandoo = +j Ragoonadaporum | 6 | 3{ -j Reddy = - -| Jatah Ackee - > -

Casee - - | Barumpoor -110, 4] 6] Abbot - ~ | Basviah Govourinmma = -

5| Jumiah - -| Sutanum - -{| 74 31] 6| Wood people -|Woopunnah Acummah =-

Sunnasee - =- |Ambalum -1} 131 4] 4| Inhabitant -| Ramoodoo Accovloo -

Joage - -| Pantaloo - -| sal 4] 4] Weaver - - | Multoo Panree 7
Appiah - - |Coanadoo -{ 10] 4 | —| Fisherman -| Junniah Panpan - ¢
Rammasamy ~~ | Sevasulum -113! 4| 41 Weaver - -|Appiah Appalumnah :

10| Achinnah 4 Ananda Girndar| 12 | 4} 4| Goldsmith -|Luchmoddoo Pawpumuna -

Rajumah - -| Kindannum ~| 6) 3] - - - - - 7
Mulliah - + {| Kanoocanpulloo | 12) 4] 4 | Weaver - - | Mullah Gowroo - °

Baliado- -| Amliapooram -{12/] g| 4| Oilman - -| Appiah Buchmmah - °

Pealoogandoo -| Narasam Pitah -| 21 4] —| Weaver - - | Appiah Luchmu -

15| Vencataramdoo - |Tummacoodoo -| g| 3] 4| Paria - -|Paupoodoah Luchmu

Vencataroodoo -| Dasoorassepulla io} 4g] - - « - Pooliah Moosulee -- 7”

Ramoodoo -|Coanadoo -| g| 3 | 6} Labourer - .| Rawmoodoo Lachmmah  -

Pawpiah  - : - - g9{/ 3 | 6|Comimavar - es oe FF \ mo
‘Tychnah - - - - - 7! 3] 6|Gentoo - -|Casayoodoo Ancummeal °

30| Sarapunnah = -| Gyputinagarum -{ 12} 4] y| Abbot - — -| Mulliah Nagoo .

Sidapalh- - | Joomapalum +} 12] 4] 3| Labourer - -| Goapawlos Venias — - °

Veerunnah -| Corala Billia - | 13| 6] - |-Goldsmith - | Pawpiah Pawrummah °

Chillapah « +| Ramah Varam - {13} 4] 6| Cowkeeper -| Yenkiah Appooloo a
Appunnab - , Visia Nagarum - | 12 | 4| 3| Oilman - - |Ramoodoo ChinnaPapas °

25| Pootah =- -| Dama la Chinna 81 31 4) Gentoo. - -| Ramoodoo Chetummaa

Panapah - = -| Navaspetah -[ 11] 4] 3| Fisherman -|Naradoo Narummah
Nagiah = - -| Vultoor - -{a1 4{ 31 Reddy - . | Yeneah Uncummah

Rawmoudou ~| dagunnadun =~ } to} og | -| Woodear - - | Madina Saheb ~*~ h

Luchmvedoo = -| Vizia Nagarum 61 3] 44 Fisherman . | Gureovandyo Asalunts

e!  
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Agreed, That the chief and council of Masulipatam be directed to endeavour to
tain the truth of the assertion of Monsieur Sonnerat, that an English captainascerta!

Fort St: George
Papers:

State of Siavery
had some concern in the slave trade lately carried on from the northern ports.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, gth February 1793.

Extract of a Letter to the Chief and Council at Masulipatam.

We transmit to you copy ofa letter from the Chief of Yanam, with the papers

therein mentioned, and desire you will endeavour to ascertain the truth of his asser-

tion, that an English captain had some concern in the slave trade lately carried on
from the northern ports.

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations, 22d February 1793.

Read the following letter from the Town Major, with the papers accompany

ing it:—

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. President in Council, &c. &c. &c.
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir :—In consequence of information that was given of the arrival of
children in the Black Town, and in vessels in the roads, to be sold as slaves, I sent
two parties to secure such as could be found; one tothe Black Town, which brought
in forty boys and girls ; and the other to vessels in the roads, in which were found
twenty-two of both sexes. Lists of each description, I have now the honour to lay
before you, together with the affidavit of Quarter Master Serjeant Clemons, who
went to the vessels in the roads.

I have, &c.

Fort St. George, 21st February 1793. (signed) 4. Beatson, Town Major.

in Company’s
Ternitories.

VY"

 

 

 
 

 

and found in the Black Town the 13th February 1793.

oc Vessel, and
CUPATION. By whom Purchased. Where Embarked. Captain’s Name. REMARKS.

- sw fe - . -| Poondy - - | Pauroo - - | Wishes to go home.
7 - - Puramamoody a pe - - « pe .« “ - | Wishes to stay here.

Peon 2 .  « Putagooaroo Tyah pe - - - e . - -|- - D*%
Merchant - | Jamal Sail -"° oe - = «=| AbdulCawdur -|- - D*.
Bird-catcher -jo- - - -| Cealingapatam -| - - - -| Wishes to go home.

labourer - =| Murlaw Murgaw -| Poondy - - - - - -j- - D*®
. - . « . - ; . pe . . . . - . - = *s D*.

“= . - - - - |Bumanapatam - : - - -{- -D*
ee - .© ef = - - -{ - - - -;° - D.

Goldsmith - | ChinnatumbeTurdul] D®? - - -{| - - - -|+ -D*
. . . - - - - ° - - - - . - - -“ e D*.

“+ =| Chuckrah ~~ = -| Vumrapatam ~-f - = + «fe - D*
W, - - =} De - - - be . - -| - - - -|- - Ds
To - | Nuther Saib -|Cuanadoo - «| = = - -]f- -D*
yo- + =| Tundull -- -{ Coalapatam - ~- {| Mahomed Deen -|- - D*

Weaver * -| Murah Sail - -[|Camebyland -{ - - += «][-= > D*®
" * + =| Came Chitty -| Candoo - of = ee Ue DY
laure 2 OT otf tee Wishes to stay here.
Tyler rer + +| Agamadeen -|Came by land -| - - = -}- + D*
> ~ ef es ee ef-s - ~f.. - - . | Wishes to go home.

P - - 1 Ismiah = | Poond - - - - - -~f- - DY

Oilman . - Muncandoo -- - Coandeo - - - - -~f- -D,

la - +| Amootumby - Dp. . -~| - - - -}- - D®
bourer =. Ld) - De p°

Fish ° St fs
‘ rman . - Seddamusahpuat - pe - - - - - - -f- - D*

Merchant : “fo - - ~ | Pandusty = - - - - - -|- - D*.

Fisherman ~ lp. - -| By land road - - - - -j- - D*
| Rumjanee - — - Beimlapotam -| - +  » |= =| Wishes to stay bere.

lor

     
o (continued.)
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a

LIST of Boys and Girus brought to Madras, to be sold agSlaves
 

 

         
 

 

 

———___

Height.

é
Nn NAMES. VILLAGES. | & “ CASTE, PARENTS NAMES

2 2
.

MALE—continued.

30| Tamaul - - | Nagoore - -| 10} 41 41 Moor - - - - - . ey

Cachapella -{| De - -l[10] 4] - - + = Conchabunnee Patum Neckar.
Vencatramdoo ~| Dormala Guntah | 5] 3] 3 - - - - - ~ .- 2. y

Appiah + =| Yorna Vasuntah | 11 | 4| 2| Inbabitant - - - - © =
Veerasah - | Masaram - -| 8] 3] 4| Labourer - - | Nagasah Mungah - ss.

35| Sararcoramdoo -| Vizigapatam -{ 11] 4-| 6| Cowkeeper -| Gooroo Annah Pyee Ammah
Chacultee - | Nagoor - -}10] 4 | —| Moor - -| Abdul Cawder Beebee -

36

FEMALE.

Gooreevee - | Vernapatam -| 10] 4] —| Fisherman - |Ramdoo Luchee - .
Patmah .» -| Cundels - -{| 11] 4. 3} Moor - =| Chuckravooth Pawpau -.
Cawmoo - -| Coringee - -{12] 5] -| Fisherman - | Appiah Luchmee - - .

Paree - - | Jungtoor - -| 8] 4] —| Paria - -| Jotiah Buckee

40| Tora.

Fort St. George,

13th February 1793.

LIST of Boys and Girts brought to Madras, to be sold as Slaves,

Height.

Ne NAMES. VILLAGES. & . 3 CASTE, PARENTS NAMES,

MALE,

Ebraim Saib +| Vesanagor -113!/ 4 {6 | Moor - - MaclnSale nbs : |

Sedder Abake ~| Chicacole -|312]1 4] 3} D° - | Hussain Abuk - ot
Bodenah - -{| Chambernore -j12{ 4] —j| Weaver - -| Lingiah Jaajamma - - -
Sunnsee - -| Jubbuntarah -]15|/ 5| -| Gentoo - ~~ | Lutchnopoto Chinam 7

5| David Cawn ~-| Marady Cotar -{ 10) 4 {| 3| Labourer - -| Toogue Taupaw - Fs
Madas + -| Ventapalam -f 8}°3 | 4] Moor - {| Ebraim Boornama - - *

Naidor - -]| Bagoosalah -/16}.5 | —]| Weaver - -| Candoo - - - - *
Balaramoodvo -| Chasmam -| 9] 3] 6] Barber - - | Ramoodoo Lurch -_ * °
Necladree | Mundescotah -]10{ 4| 3| Woodear - ~-| BoochandooGungo - - ~

10 | Tammoo -* « D° ‘ -114] 5| — | Tody man -| Luchme - - ef

Coollador -| Eroovadat -[10} 4} -} D° - «| Luchee Gandee Tallee = - ;

Pollundoo -] Coalore - - 7 3 3| Gentoo - ~~] Verapah Chinnacs - :

Chirmah - =| Bendriotah ~{ 61 2] 2@| Weaver - ~-}| Mauee - - * ©
Ramsam - -|Ambalem -] 7|/ 3] 6] Fisherman . | Narsunna Nuttcoma - - ~

15| Narrapah -{|Deckla - -| 5| 3] —| Pulle - -| KeetunnumPaule - - ©
Chinniah - = +| Vesanagarum -| 10 44 —| Cowkeeper - | Kamidh Chitah - °

Chawllee - -'| Nagore - -{13} 4] 6] Moor - ~ | Hevoodabee Putoom - ° °

— '

17 |
FEMALE.

Paugee.  - -{ Munchew Neer} 10} 41] 4| Fisherman -| Kistnum Ackee - 7 t

Maweremah .-|Pawvoodum -1 8] 3] =| Cowkeeper - | Ramdoo Achee - * °
20| Catee - - | MundawashCoalat] 8 | 3] 41} Woodear - - | Jampunnah - an

Mullad- -| Cuddapalem -j] 6] 3] 3] Oilman « « | Buchannah Pap - °

Bungee - ~-/| Checaticotah -| g}| 4| 6] Bramne --  -| Luchmidas Goorachop =~

22| TOTAL.      
Fort St. George,

 

 

13th February 1793.

 

4
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and found in the Black Town, the 13th February 1793--continued.

PATION. By whom Purchased. Where Embarked. Vessel, and REMARKS.
occu! : ~ Captain’s Name.

. « «© «| MadrasCawdur -{| -  - -| - = = «| Wishes to stay with the owner.
Merchaut = -] 7 -~ 7 ef oe 8 -~| - = + =| Wishes to go home.

: : -| Cooty Naickoo -| Masulipatam -| - - = -| Wishesto stay here.
. « «= +] Cawkaw - - D° . - -{| - - - -«-/- -D*

~- © « «fSepoy- - -f = = - ef = = - fe - D*
Fisherman - =| Chuckrah = - -| Veemalapatam -}| - - - ~~| Wishes to go home.

Cotton merchant -| Chuckrah - -{| Veemalapatam -/ - - + Wishes to go home.
Fisherman - Salsar -  - «{Coringa - -[ - © . - -D.
Toty - + -f - - - ~| Came by land -| - - - - + D*,

James Clemons,
Q! Mt Serjeant.

found on board of Boats in Madras Roads, 13th February 1793.

Vessel, and
OCCUPATION. By whom Purchased. Where Embarked. Captain’s Name. REMARKS.

Sepy - - -~ | Janipar - -|Poondy - ~| Paioror - -| Wishes to go home.
pe . - ~ D* - - - Dp - - - pe - - -~jJ-. « Dp.

Weaver - =| Puckermoomadoo -{ D® - - -} D® -  -}- - D*
Sepoy - -| Allemangan -}| pe .- - -{ D* - ~ | Wishes to stay here.
Labourer + -/| D® - - -/| Dp . - - | Pauroo - - | Wishes to go home.

DD. . -| Puckrusaib - -| Do - - +} D9 - = «J+ -D*%
Weaver + -|Chacury - -{ D? - - -{ DO - - -]- -D.
Labourer - + | Rautum - -{ Do - - «| DO - + «f° -D*
Peon - - - De - - - bp . - - De - - -j- - De

Toddyman -| Chacauru = - -{| D - - -~} De - - ~f- -D*

Dr. . -{ Worramuttoo Moo-]) p:asanapatam -{| D®° - - -{|- - D*
cacandoo - = P .

Labourer = ~f - ~ = =] Masulipatam -{ DO - - cfr = D°.

Db - + +f . D -  -{ Calingapatam -}| DO - - -f- -D*.
Fisherman - - - pe . . p - . -| p® .- - -|- -D»*

Pen - « - -. De - = p* - - -| D - - -}- - De.

po - -| Tendul - - |Coandoo - -{ De - - -|- 2 D*

Seoy- - -/{ . = «- «af - - «| = © = +4 Wishes to stay here.

Fisherman - ~! Ravostum < © Poondy - «| Pauroo - + | Wishes to go home.

Cowkeeper « - pD° . - -| DY - - .| D° - - -| Wishes to stay here.
Pon - . « Dp . . -| Dp .- ~ «| D? - - -| Wishes to go home.
Oilman - - De . . - pe « ~ ° pe « - ~}]- - D*,

be oe p- - -| De - - -}°D®e - - <-f- -D* 
125,

   
James Clemons,

Q* Master Serjeant.
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Descrirtion of the Boats seized by order of Government for having imported for Sale the Natives of this Coast.

 

 
 

To wi
Date. Description. Nate Commanders From whence. consigned. Cargoes.

rip3 Sakoo Paredoo |Grain, GhJan. 25th - Boat -|{- -| Saib Hoosseein |Poondy - ==| Sakoo Paredoo rain, Ghee,& Mustard Seed.

- agth - p* -|- -| Cashmeea - | Calingapatam p - -|Rice, Paddy & Tamarind.

Feb. ist - De -|- -| AnthY Mooko | Masulipatam -|Chinny Setty -|Piece Goods & Japan Copper,  
Also a boat, the Syrang Moota Augmed, from Coringa, and consigned to Augamea; this boat is not entered on

the books of the office, having no cargo, for which the Commander delivered in a manifest, and was probably laden

with slaves only.
.

‘The above description of the three boats taken from the books of the sea-side office.
(signed) Hugh Jones, DY Master Attendant.

Fort St. George, 16th Feb. 1793.

 

James Clemons, Quarter Master Serjeant of the garrison of Fort St. George,
maketh oath, That on the 13th day of February, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-three, he received orders from the Town Major, Captain Alexander Beatson,
to proceed with four European soldiers on board some boats or vessels in the roads,

to search for children, who (according to information that had been given) were

brought to Madras to be sold as slaves ; that accordingly he the deponent proceeded
with Aranatchelun, a native who gave the information, and found on board three

boats or vessels within mentioned (whose sails were delivered in charge of Mr. Hugh

Jones, Deputy Master Attendant) in all seventeen boys and five girls.

(signed) James Clemons, Quarter Master Serjeant.

Sworn at Fort St. George, this 20th day of February 1793,

before me, (signed) E. W. Feallofield, Justice.

Read also the petition of Southern Cholia merchants.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. President and Governor of
Fort St. George.

The humble representation ofSouthern Cholia merchants, now at Madras.

When we made a voyage to the northward lately in purpose of trade, several
people of that part of the country have perished by the extremity of the famine,
some of those who were victims offered their children, entreating us to be so merciful

as to maintain them, so as to save them from the threatening destruction, some of us

have been under the necessity of accepting them from motives of regard to the relief
of their poverty, and with an intention of preserving them.
We beg leave to assure your Honour, that those children have been brought here

with that certain idea, and not for sale; on our arrival in this road, a serjeant, with
some sepoys, came by your Honour’s order, not only took those children, but also
the tindals as prisoners, together with the steersman and sails of our boats, and our

boats have been put under peons custody. We declare solemnly, that those children
have not been brought here for sale, but only with a view of maintaining them against
the dearth; we are ready to give them up.
We humbly submit this matter to your Honour’s candid judgment, most earnestly

entreating your Honour will be pleased to order the release of their boats and tindals,
and restore the steersman and sails, so as we may proceed on our voyage without

losing the favourable wind in this season.
For which indulgence, we, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
The President acquaints the Board, that on receiving intelligence of the above

transactions, he directed that the vessels on board which the natives were found,

should be seized, and now proposes that they be confiscated, sold by public outcry,
and their produce applied to the maintenance of the children rescued from slavery,
until they can be returned to their parents.

Approved, and ordered accordingly. 1:
0
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To deter others from engaging in this improper pursuit, it is resolved, That the Fort St. George
boat owners be publicly flogged, and the Justice is requested to cause this order to Papers:
be enforced. State of Slavery

in Company’s
Territories.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, 25th February 1793.

Read the following Letter from Bengal, with the Papers accompanying it:

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in Council at
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir :—-We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the
19th ultimo, relative to a most unwarrantabletratlic catried on by the French in
the northern settlements, in the purchase of the inhabitants as slaves.

Towards the end of December, accounts arrived here of a disturbance at Coringa
and Yanam, in pursuing this trade, and we desired our secretary to write a private
letter to Mr. Sadleir, the chief at Masulipatam, in order to ascertain how far the
facts stated in the report were correct, Mr. Sadleir having in consequence applied
to the resident at Ingeram for official information concerning them, was furnished
with, and transmitted to Mr. Hay, a copy of the papers that you have sent to us,
and letters, of which the inclosed are copies, were immediately written on the subject
to Lieutenant General Mulartie, at the Isle of France, and Major General De
Fresne, at Pondicherry.
According to the intention expressed in the letter to Mr. De Fresne, we think it

proper to request, that you will send directions to the chiefs and residents in the
northern circars, to seize all persons who shall be detected in carrying on this in-
famous traffic, and that if any of the French nation should be apprehended in con-
sequence of those instructions, you will give orders for their being sent to the com-
mandant at Pondicherry, to receive such punishment as he may think that they
deserve. We have, &e.

(signed) Cornwallis. William Cowper. Thos. Graham.

Honourable Sir :—I have the honour tv transmit to your I'xcellency, a copy of a
letter which I have written to Monsieur De Fresne, and copies of some papers
whichI have received from the English chief at Masulipatam.
Your Excellency will, 1 am sure, be as anxious as myself to bring the offenders

to punishment, and to put a stop to so scandalousatraffic; andI trust, that you
will likewise have the goodness to restore as many of the unfortunate wretches as
you can rescue from slavery to their families and friends, from whom they have
been so inhumanly separated. L have, &e

Fort St. George, 2d February 1793. (signed) Cornwallis.

To his Excellency Lieutenant General Marlartie, Governor General of the Isles
of France and Bourbon, and Commandant of the French Establishments
to the Eastward of the Cape of Good Hope.

Honourable Sir :—In the month of December last, I received information, that
several persons of your nation at Yanam, were engaged in the scandalous traflic of
transporting the inhabitants of the neighbouring country to the French islands, to
be sold as slaves.

I sent: orders immediately to the English chief at Masulipatam, to make the
stticiest inquiries into the truth of the report, and I am much concerned to find,
from the enclosed papers, that it was too well founded.

It is, I am convinced, unnecessary for me to expatiate on the inhumanity of the
transactions therein described, or to urge you to call the offenders to a severe
account, and 1 shall therefore only request, that you will order all vessels that now
are, or that may hereafter arrive at Pondicherry from the northern circar, to be
searched, and if any of the wretches intended for slavery should be found on board,
will have the goodness to send them back to the place from whence they came, or to
have them conveyed to Madras.
_ Thave written’on the above subject to his Excellency Mons. de Marlartie, and
instructions will be given to the servants of our Company in the northern circars,
to seize all persons who shall be detected in carrying on that infamous traffic ; and

125, should
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Fort St. George should any of your nation be apprehended in consequence of those instructions, they

Papers: shall be sent to you to receive such punishment as you may think they deserve,

State of Slavery I have, &c. .

in Company’s Fort William, 2d Feb. 1793. (signed) Cornwallis.
Territories.

— To the Honourable Major General De Fresne, Commandant at Pondicherry.

Ordered, that letters be written to the subordinancies.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, 28th Feb. 1793.

Read the following letter.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in Council,
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs :—We have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of
your letters of the 2d and gth instant, with the several papers enclosed in the last.
We likewise lately received aletter from Mr. Sonnerat, chief of the French factory at
Yanam, enclosing a copy of his address to your Honor, &c.; as also copies of the
several paperswhich he had therewith transmitted to you, which we find to be the
same with those which you have now sent to us. We think it necessary, however,
to enclose a copy of the letter written to us by Mr. Sonnerat, as well as of our
answer; and you will thereby observe, that we applied to him for such information
as he might be able to furnish, in regard to any British subjects having engaged in

the traffic in slaves. To this he has not yet returned any answer, and for our own
part, we can give no credit to this report, however Mr. Sonnerat may have heard it,

as the circumstance has never reached us through any other channel; and as
Mr. Sonnerat has also apparently declined furnishing Mr. Yeats with any informa-
tion in regard to the names of the English vessels and their commanders, by whom
he insinuates a trade in slaves to have been carried on.

Masulipatam, 18th Feb. 1793. We have, &c.
(signed) Anthony Sadiler. Wm. Dobbyn. Andrew Scott.

To the Gentlemen of the Masulipatam Council.

Gentlemen :—Observing by the proclamation you have published on the 2oth of ©
this month, a copy of which was sent me by the resident of Ingeram, that he has
complained of the slave trade that has been carried on by some individuals, notwith-
standing the prohibition formerly made by the English and.French governments;
and as I also know that he has made complaints against me, I am happy in having
an opportunity of showing you how groundless they are. I therefore send you
duplicate of the letter I sent the Madras council, and of those that accompanied,
hoping that when you shall be made acquainted with every thing, you will no longer
entertain any suspicion on the conduct that I have followed in all these circum-
stances, and I will be content, if I can induce you to entertain the best opinion of

me, having nothing more at heart than to merit your esteem.

Yanam, 28th January 1793. Iam, &c. (signed)  Sonnerat.

To Piere Sonnerat, Esq. Chief of the Factory at Yanam.

Sir:—We have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the
28th ult., previous to which, we had been furnished by Mr. Yeats with copies of
a correspondence which had taken place between you and himself, on the subject of
the traffic in slaves which had lately been carried on. We were concerned to observe,
by the perusal of the papers in question, that this scandalous trade had lately been
carried on to an extent, and in a manner that no circumstances can palliate, and
which we are persuaded no European nation will tolerate in its subjects.

_ The measures we have been compelled to take for preventing the continuance of
this barbarous traffic, have been communicated to you by Mr. Yeats; and it 1
a satisfaction to us to observe by your letter to that gentleman, of the 28th ultimo,

that yon concur in what has been done in this respect.
As we observe you make mention of three English ships having sailed with slaves

for the Isle of France, and as we have not ourselves either known or heard oak
ri tis
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British subject having taken any concern, directly or indirectly in this trade, we are
desirous of receiving whatever information you may be able to furnish us with on
this subject, when, on the event of the fact being proved, the commanders of the
ships in question will certainly be punished by our government in the manner that

their crimes may appear to deserve. Wehave, &.

(signed) Anth» Sadleir. W A. Dobbyn. And® Scott.

Masulipatam, 6th February 1793.

Extract from Fort St. George Public Consultations, 8th March 1793.

Minute.—As the syrangs of the above mentioned * vessels have already received

corporal punishment, and as it is possible the owners were not privy to their im-

proper conduct, it is resolved to remit so much of the former decision of the Board,
that instead of confiscating the property of the boats, a fine of 100 star pagodas be
levied on each syrang, to be appropriated to the maintenance of the children until
they can be returned their families.

Ordered, That the boats be delivered up to the syrangs on payment of their
respective fines.

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations, 15th March 1793.

Read the following letter from Mr. Popham.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. President in Council,
Fort St. George.

HonourableSir :—-Having heard that some northern boatmen have lately been
detected in the purchase of children, with a view of selling them as slaves, and that
the children are now a charge to government, I offer to take them as apprentices
for three, five or seven years, in order to assist in the cotton establishment, and

will undertake to clothe and feed them, and restore them to their parents whenever
they apply for them.

If the dealers in this illicit trade have been fined by government, I hope your
Honour in council will have no objection to appropriate the amount of the fine in
the purchase of clothing for the children. Ihave, &.

Madras, 11th March 1793. (signed) S. Popham.

The Board cannot comply with the above request, consistently with their determin-
ation of returning the children to their families at a fit opportunity ; but if it suits Mr.
Popham to employ them and provide for their subsistence until they can be sent
back, it is agreed, that he be permitted to do so, upon his promise that they shall
be returned whenever government may deem it expedient to call for them.

Sent the following letter :—To Mr. Stephen Popham.

Sir :—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council to acquaint you,
that he cannot comply with your request, to receive, as apprentices, the children
lately redeemed from slavery, as it is intended to return them to their families at
a fit opportunity; but if it suits you to employ and provide for their subsistence
until they can be sent back, you will have permission to do so, upon your promise
that they shall be returned whenever government may deem it expedient to call
for them. Iam, &c.

Fort St. George, 16th March 1793. (signed) Robert Clerk, Secretary.

Extract from Fort St. George Public Consultations, 22d March 1793.

Read the following letter from Musilipatam, with the papers accompanying it.

To the Honourable Sir C. Oakeley, Bart. Governor, &c. Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs :—We have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of
your letter of 23d ultimo, with its enclosures, copies of which were sent to the
officer stationed at Coringa, as a rule for his own conduct, and that they might
likewise be communicated to the resident at Ingeram, and chief of the French factory
at Yanam; we herewith enclose copy of the answer received from Lieutenant
Reddell, together with a translation of the letter from Mr. Sonnerat, therewith trans-

325, mitted
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mitted to us, by which your Honour, &c. will observe, that the latter expresses him-
self as being much satisfied with the measures adopted for putting a stop to all future
traffic in slaves.
We likewise take this opportunity of transmitting copy of a letter from the resi-

dent at Ingeram, inclosing a protest made before the chief of Yanan by the com-
mander of a French vessel, named the La Constance; as Mr. Yeats has recited the
circumstances that gave rise to the detention of the person whom he calls the
captain, but whom Lieutenant Riddell calls an officer of the French ship La Con-

stance, we need not recapitulate them, and have only to observe, that immediately
upon our receiving information from Lieutenant Reddell, of his having secured the
person in question, directions were sent for delivering him up to the chief of Yanam,
which had according been done before the receipt of your orders of the 23d ultimo,

We have, &c.

(signed) Anth? Sadlier. W. R. Dobbyn. And” Scott.

Masulipatam, 16th March 1793.

To Robert Malcolm, Esq. Assistant Secretary.

Sir :—I request you will inform the chief and council, that agreeably to their
directions, I transmitted to the French chief at Yanam, copies of the letters from the
governments of Bengal and Madras, which accompanied your letter to me of the
4th instant. Mr. Sonnerat wrote me a letter in answer, of which the incloscd is a
translation, he having desired that a copy of it might be transmitted to Mr. Sadlier.

Tam, Sir, your very obedient servant,
Coringa, Sth March, 1793. ‘signed Thomas Reddell, Lieutenant.St , 793 a

(A true copy.) (signed) Robt Malcolm, Assist' Secretary.

To Thomas Reddell, Esq. commanding the Detachment at Coringa.

Sir :—I have received the letter which you did me the honour to write to me
to-day, addressing to me the copies of letters which were written to you relative to
the infamous traffic which some private persons have carried on, by taking away
the natives of this country, born free, to transport them as slaves. I have seen, with
pleasure, the means which the English government have at length taken on their
part to prevent the exportation; I have myself done for a year past all that was in
my power to prevent any Frenchmen from degrading themselves, by carrying on that
trade, but by no means seconded by the English government, I was not able to
prevent many people at the time from searching and taking advantage of the misery
which reigned to the northward, to carry away the unfortunate from their country,
and from their families.
The particular orders which I have given, and the severe punishment denounced

against those who shall sell a single slave, will certainly prevent any exportation for
the future; but if the English government do not take the measures at Bimlipatam,
and in other places, which they have adopted at Coringa, there will always be found
some private people, without delicacy, greedy, and allured by the prospect of gain,
who will go into the country to carry on that disgraceful traffic; it would therefore
be necessary that you send a copy of this letter to the Governor of Masulipatam,
in order that it may be understood, that he may at Bimlipatam, and the other ports
adjacent, take the necessary means to prevent any exportation from those places.

I have, &c.
Yanam, 7th March 1793. (signed)  Sonnerat.

To Anthony Sadleir, Esq. Chief, and Council at Masulipatam.

Gentlemen :—Inclosed I transmit to you a protest made by Captain John Colin,
of the French ship La Constance, against the English resident at Ingeram, and the
officer commanding the sepoys at Coringa, for having detained an officer belonging
to his vessel.

It seems the officer of the vessel was carrying off in his boat a boy who had
been seized and confined the night before in Yanam ; the boy observing some people
on the shore near the village of Tabroo, called for assistance; the manager’s tan-

nadar or head servant, who resides there, stopped the boat with some sepoys under
his orders, and sent the officer, some sailors, and the boy, under a guard, "i
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Reddell, at Coringa; that gentleman confined the officer, and reported the circum-
stance to your Board ; the tannadar at the same time sent to acquaint me with what
he had done, and fearing a rescue, to request assistance, I directed him to apply to
the officer commanding the sepoys at Coringa.

Suspecting from what had happened, that there might be slaves on board of the
La Constance, I applied to the French chief to search the vessel; this was granted,
and done, and no slaves were found on board of her; the French chief, in com-
plying with my demand, requested of me to release the officer, as the business of
the vessel was stopped by his confinement. I recommended to Lieutenant Reddell
to release him, but he having reported to your Board, thought it necessary to wait
your orders, and on the receipt of them sent the officer to the French chief at
Yanam.

Such, gentlemen, is the real state of the case; the French officer knewperfectly
well that no one was allowed to carry away the inhabitants of the country, and as
he chose to transgress, he deserves in my opinion what he has suffered. I cannot
suppose he was used ill, nor can 1 find that any property was detained. On the con-
trary, the tannadar assures me, an account was taken of every thing in the boat at
the time she was seized, in the presence of one of the sailors, who counted them
out; and that on the boat’s being returned, every thing was delivered up by the
same list.

It is to be hoped this example will put an end to the seizing of children in Yanam,
in future; the boy told me they attempted to seize one other boy at the same time
they seized him, but that he escaped.

I am, gentlemen, your most cbedient servant,

Ingeram, 2d March 1793. (signed) Mathew Yeats.

The Board approve of the rescue of the native seized by an officer of the French
ship La Constance, and of the measures taken in consequence by the resident at
Ingeram, and the officer commanding at Coringa.

Read the following letter from Vizagapatam, with the paper accompanying it.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in council,
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir :—We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of ‘the letter
from government, under date the 23d ultimo, directing us to seize all persons whom
we might detect in the act of purchasing the natives as slaves, &c.

Previous to the receipt of this letter, frequent applications had been made to the
Rajah Vezearamarauze, on the subject of giving the most positive orders to his
amildar at Bimlipatam, to prevent the exportation of slaves; but it appearing that
these orders, if given, were little attended to, we determined to take a step which
would have an immediate good effect, and perhaps discourage persons concerned in
this illicit traffic from continuing it.

Having heard that a considerable number of young persons were collected and
secreted in some houses at Bimlipatam, we sent an officer with a party of sepoys,
and ordered him to search the houses, and liberate the slaves; he proceeded accord-
ingly, and enlarged five hundred and sixty-five (565) young persons, whom we
immediately sent to Chicacole. .
We were aware that the measure of liberating these poor people would be an act

of cruelty, unlesswe provided for their support; and we have therefore sent them
to the collector in the Havelly, directing him to distribute them in equitable propor-
tions among the renters under him, with orders that the young people shall be
employed in the operations of agriculture; and that we may be assured that they are
Properly provided for, we have desired Mr. Keating to cause monthly reports to be
‘made from each renter, specifying the mode in which the persons under his charge
are employed, and noting any casualty that may occur.

e inclose a paper, giving an account of the names of the persons in whose
godown and houses the slaves were taken ; we did not think it necessary to seize the
Proprietors of these places, for as this business has been transacted in what may
perhaps be deemed a Dutch settlement, we should have been apprehensive, had we
made a seizure of the persons above alluded to, of going further than the Honour-
able Board might have intended.125,

Our
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Our chief has written to the Rajah Vezearamrauze, acquainting him with the
conduct of his amildar and cutwail at Bimlipatam, who connived in the infamous
traffic of slaves, and requiring him instantly to expel them from their offices, and
to punish them in an exemplary manner.

We have the honour, &c.
Vizagapatam, 12th March 1793. (signed) John Chamier.

John Snow.

Names of the persons at Bimlipatam, in whose houses and godowns five hundred
and sixty-five slaves were found:—Mr. Lavelly, Mr. Briton, Dr. Marten, Mr,

Zancher. (signed) John Kennett, Lieutenant Fort Adjutant.

The Board much approve of the conduct of the chief and council of Vizaga-

patam, in liberating the natives secreted at Bimlipatam, and of the measures
adopted for employing them usefully to gain a subsistence.

Resolved, That the government at Pulicat be informed of the existing orders for
preventinga traffic in the natives as slaves, and that they be desired to deliver up
such of the persons mentioned in the above list as are not of the Dutch nation.
Those under their own immediate authority the Board have no doubt will receive
that punishment they so justly merit.

Ordered, That the chief and council do in future apprehend the parties con-
cerned in selling the natives, and act with them conformable to the instructions of
the 23d ultimo. With a view, however, of preventing this criminal practice, it is
resolved, that a party of sepoys be stationed in the village of Bimlipatam under a
careful officer, with orders to rescue any natives whom the inhabitants may at-
tempt to export as slaves, and to secure the persons of those who may be detected
in this shameful traffic.

Read the following letter from Mr. Stephen Popham.

To Robert Clark, Esq. Secretary to the Public Department, Fort St. George.

Sir :—In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, I request you will inform the Ho-
nourable the Governor in council, that I agree to employ and provide for the children
lately redeemed from slavery, and to return them whenever government require.
I hope, however, that the Honourable Board will be pleased to order that the
children be provided with sufficient clothing before they are handed over to my
charge.
Madras, igth March 1793. . I am, &c.

(signed)  S. Popham.

Resolved, That the town major be informed of the Board’s permission to
Mr. Popham to employ the natives above-mentioned, until a fit opportunity offers
of returning them to their families, and that he be directed, after clothing them, to
deliver them over to Mr. Popham.

_ Ordered, That Mr. Popham be furnished with a register of the children, he
giving an acknowledgment that they are delivered to his charge, and that he will
clothe and feed them at his own expense, until the Board require them to be returned
to their families.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor of Pondicherry, to Sir Charles
Oakeley, Bart. Governor of Madras, &c. Fort St. George; dated
3d March 1793.

I have taken notice of complaints made by you to my predecessor, respecting
the continuance of the illicit traffic in slaves, notwithstanding the orders of your
government and of our own; my Lord Cornwallis has likewise addressed to me
new complaints on this subject. I can only assure you, that I will give fresh
orders .on the occasion, with an assurance, that those who deviate therefrom shall
be arrested, and prosecuted according to law. If your government, which I do not
doubt, will readily second ours in that laudable intention, it will be difficult for the
guilty to escape this double precaution. I am too desirous to see a stop put to so
shameful a traffic, not to assure you of our efforts on that occasion, and to suppli-
cate you to unite those of your government. Read. ea
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Read the following letter from Yanam.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor of Madras.

Sir:—I had the honour to address to you, at the close of the month of January,
a packet for the councilof Madras; 1 have not as yet received a reply.

This packet contained my justification of some erroneous represéntations that
had been made against me respecting the trading in slaves, which some individuals
have carried on in the country. It is very interesting for me to know if you have
received it, being very desirous that you and the council should know the justness
of my conduct. I must, therefore, request of you, Sir, to have the goodness to
signify if you have received it or not.

Tam, &c.
(signed) |Sonnerat, Agent for the French Nation at Yanam.

Yanam, 15th March 1793.

Agreed, That Mr. Sonnerat be informed, that his letters cannot be taken into
consideration, on account of the irregularity of his making any representation to this
government, except through the governor of Pondicherry.

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations, 23d March 1793.

Sent the following letter.

To the Honourable Jacob Eilbracht, Esq. Governor of Pullicat.

Honourable Sir:—The chief and council at Vizagapatam have informed this
government, that they had liberated five hundred and sixty-five natives, who had
been secreted at Bimlipatam for the purpose of being exported as slaves.

It has been judged proper, in consequence ofsuch transactions, to send instruc-
tions to the agents of the English Company in the Northern Circar, to seize all
persons who shall be detected in carrying ona traffic so inhuman; and if any of
your nation should be apprehended, they shall be sent to you to receive such
punishment as you may think they deserve.
Ihave the honour ‘to enclose a list of the persons concerned in secreting the

natives above-mentioned, and request the favour of you to send such'of them as
are not of your nation to the chief and council at Vizagapatam. Those under
your immediate authority, 1 have no doubt, will receive that punishment they so
justly merit.

I have the honour to be with esteem, &c.
Fort St. George, 23d March 1793. (signed) Charles Oakeley.

To John Chamier, Esq. Chief and Council at Vizagapatam.

Gentlemen :—We have received your letter of the 12th instant.
We much approve of your liberating the natives secreted at Bimlipatam, and of

the measures you adopted for employing them usefully to gain a subsistence.
Upon the present occasion, we have applied to the Dutch government at Pullicat

to surrender the four offenders mentioned in the list which accompanied your letter;
but would have you in future, upon such discoveries, apprehendtheparties con-
cerned, and act with them conformable to. the orders of the 23d ultimo. With
aview, however, of preventing this criminal practice, we desire you will station

a party of sepoys in the village of Bimlipatam, under a careful officer, with in-
structions to rescue any natives whom the inhabitants may attempt to export as

slaves and to secure the persons of those who may be detected in this shameful
affic,

We are, &c.
Fort St. George, 23d March 1793. (signed) Charles Oakeley, &c. Council.

Extract of a Letter to the Honourable Colonel Chermont, Commandant of
the French Settlements in India, and Governor of Pondicherry, from the
Governor of Madras; dated 23d March 1793.

Honourable Sir:—I had the honour to receive your letter of the 3d instant,
and feel much satisfaction in your assurances of co-operation, to prevent a con-
tinuance of the traffic in the natives as slaves.

125, . Sent
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Fort St. George Sent the following letters.
Papers:

State of Slavery To Mr. Stephen Popham.

in Company® Sir :—I am directed by the Governor in council to acquaint you, that, in conse-
L—_-+——- quence of your letter of the 19th instant, the town major has been instructed, after

clothing the natives redeemed from slavery, to deliver them to your charge, that
they may be employed and maintained by you, until a fit opportunity offers of re-
turning them to their families. Tam, &c.

Fort St. George, 23d March 1793. (signed) Robert Clerk, Secretary.

To Captain Alexander Beatson, Town Major.

Sir:—The Governor in council having permitted Mr. Stephen Popham to
employ the natives lately redeemed from slavery, until a fit opportunity offers of
returning them to their families, I am directed to desire, after clothing them, that
they may be delivered to his charge.
You are to give Mr. Pophama register of the children, taking from him an

acknowledgment that they are delivered to his charge, and that he will clothe and
feed them at his own expense, until government requires them ‘to be returned to
their families. I am yours, &c.

Fort St. George, 23d March 1793. (signed) Robert Clerk, Secretary.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George,
4th April 1793.

Read the following letter from the chief and council at Vizagapatam.

To David Haliburton, Esq. Acting President, and Members of the
Board of Revenue.

Gentlemen :—We received a letter from the Honourable the Governor in council,
under date 23d ult. directing us to seize all persons whom we might detect in the
act of purchasing the natives as slaves, &c. &c.

In consequence of these orders, five hundred and sixty-five young persons are
liberated-at Bimlipatam, and, as we had taken them from those who fed them,
we were obliged for the present to make provision for their support.
We accordingly ordered them to be sent to the collector in the Havelly, and we

directed him to distribute them in equitable proportions among the renters under
him, with injunctions that the young people should be employed in the operations of
agriculture, and that we might be assured of their being properly provided for. We
desired Mr. Keating to cause monthly reports to be made from each renter, specify-
ing the mode in which the persons under his charge were employed, and noting any
casuality that might occur.
In reply to the above mentioned letter to Mr. Keating, we received an answer, of

which we beg leave to enclose a copy for your information, together with the copy
of a letter which we have this day written to the collector.
We request to be favoured with your instructions as to the disposal of the poor

people who have been rescued from slavery; as this is a period when no cultivation
isgoing on, they cannot, if sent adrift, find the means of supporting themselves,
and would therefore in all probability court slavery, from whence they have just
been relieved. We conceive, therefore, that it will be most eligible to maintain
them until the season of cultivation arrives, when they may, being strong and in
good health, find the means of earning a subsistence.

Weare, &c. (signed) John Chamier. John Snow.

John Chamier, Esq. Chief and Council of Vizagapatam.

Gentlemen :—I1 have the honour to acquaint you of the arrival of Ensign Brice,
with the slaves who were delivered over to him by Mr. Snow of Bimlipatam;
enclosed is his bill for expenses incurred on tbe road, as also a statement of their
daily subsistence here.

Tn consequence of your letter of the 10th inst. I summoned what renters were
then at Chicacole, and had the contents explained to them. I also endeavoured to
persuade them to take these poor people, I am sorry to add without effect, as they

seem
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seem totally averse to receive them, unless the Company will defray the expense of Fort St. George
their maintenance; they have requested me to forward the accompanying repre- Papers:

sentation; upwards of 200 of them are too much enfeebled to be able to work, State of Slavery
I shall therefore thank you, gentlemen, to inform me how you would have them dis- company .
posed of, as the present expenditure on their account is considerable, amounting to \ “y
near a thousand rupees per month. I have, &c.

(A true copy) (signed) MichaelKeating.
(signed) Robert Alexander, Secretary.

The Honourable Company

 

Dr.
To contingent charges for the subsistence of 566 slaves reieased

from Bimlipatam, and put under my charge by order of the
chief and council of Vizagapatam, brought up to Chicacole, (747 24
for six days at three fanams each man per day - - -

To thirty coolies here, conveying rice for the subsistence of }
the above for six days, at three fanams per day - - - sf}? 36

255 18
Received from John Snow, Esq. 303 rupees, being pagodas - 83 —

 

Star Pagodas - - 172 18

 

(signed) Robert Brice, Ensign 27th Battalion, N. I.

Chicacole, 16th March 1793.

(A true copy.) (signed) Robert Alexander, Secretary.

To Michael Keating Esq. Collector of the Havelly.
An Account of daily Disbursements made on account of the poor people sent by

the chief and council from Bamlipatam.

 

  

 

Surs.
166 men at 1 sur, per each - - - - 166
240 women at ¢ do. - - - - - 150
3 do. sick, at1 do. - - - - - - 3

115 boys and girls, at ¢ do. - 5 fe 57%
2 do. sick, ¢ do. - - - - - - 1;

Total Surs - = 378 M. Surs.

Per rupees, is - - - - - - 23 93
Fire wood - - - - - - - 2--
Pots - - - - =. - 2 2

Rupees -— - 27.5 3

(A true copy.) (signed) § Robert Alexander, Secretary.

From the principal Renters in the Vizagapatam Havelley, to Mr. Keating;
dated 16th March 1793.

You were pleased to direct us to distribute the people sent from Bimlipatam by
thechief and council of Vizagapatam, among our tallooks, and employ them in the
agriculture, and have them properly fed and clothed, and have a report of them
made to you monthly; you are sensible of the heavy loss we suffered this year by
the Cassimcottah Havelly, and the Chicacole Havelly, by the effect of famine which
had caused a failure of half the usual crop, by which the loss being still greater, we
were disabled to pay the whole of Company’s money, and consequently we thought
to implore a remittance in our jummabundy; in this interval you desire us to take
these poor people under our care; it is well known we can reap no good by them,
48 we can get nothing done by them, but we will only be at great expenses in
having them fed and clothed. We here, for the foregoing reasons, beg to leave
this to your consideration. ;

(signed)  Ramavadanloo Chindrape.
; (A true translation.) Ambercanah Vincalaroydoo.

(signed) Geo, Lavale, Gentoo translator.
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To Michael Keating, Esq. Collector in the Chicacole Havelly.

Sir :—We have received your letter of the 19th inst. with the enclosures,
We think the conduct of the renters, with respect to the requisition made re-

garding the poor people rescued from slavery highly reprehensible, and we desire
ou will notify these sentiments to them, in sending these people to Chicacole; we

had the benefit of the country in view, and of course the advantage of the renters,
to whom, in the depopulated state of the district, an accession of hands could not
but be highly acceptable; but since we find they are solely intent on their own im-
mediate interests, it becomes us to be equally attentive to our rights over them, and
we accordingly desire yon will instantly and peremptorily demand the payment of
what is due from them on account of current kists.
As the renters have declined receiving the poor people upon the proposed terms,

we do not intend for the present to urge the matter further; you will therefore be
pleased to select those who are able to work, and employ some to cut fire-wood,
others to repair tanks and roads, and to perform such public works as may be useful.
The produce of their labour, as in the case of the fire-wood, must be applied towards
the discharge of the expense which their maintenance will occasion.
We desire, as soon as the above arrangements are made, that you will report tous

the manner in which the people are employed ; those who are too weak, must be
excused from labour for the present, but are to be compelled to work as soon as they
may be enabled so to do.
We have to observe, on the inspection of Ensign Brice’s bill, that the price of

rice when he left Bimlipatam, was 12 seer per rupee, and must, it is presumed have
been cheaper, as he advanced towards Chicacole. We therefore conceive, that fifty
rupees per day must have been abundantly sufficient for the maintenance of the poor
people from Bimlipatam ; we wish to have further information on this subject, before
the bill be discharged. Weare, &c.

(signed) John Chamier and Council.

Resolved, to lay before government the above papers, and to recommend the pro-
position therein submitted, at the same time remarking, that should it meet with their
approval, particular instructions will be furnished the chief and council, to observe
the strictest regard to economy in providing a subsistence for these poor people.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, 8th April 1793.

Extract, Letter from the Board of Revenue, dated 8th April 1793.

We have the honour to lay before you,a letter with its inclosures, from the chief
and council at Vizagapatam, relative to a considerable number of persons rescued
from slavery in consequence of your late orders. Should you approve of their pro-
position, which we cannot hesitate in recommending, we shall give them particular
instructions to ubserve the strictest regard to economy in providing a subsistence for
these poor people.

Extract of Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
18th April 1793.

Extract, Letter from Government, dated 13th April 1793.

We approve of the mode proposed by the Chief and Council at Vizagapatam,
for the maintenance of the natives redeemed from slavery.

Extract of Fort St. George Public Consultations, 1gth April 1793.

Extract, Letter from Messrs. J. Eilbracht, F. W. Bloeme, J. J. Winckelmano,
J.J. Haiz, and I. J. Cantervischer, the Danish Council at Pullicat; dated
3d April 1793.

Immediately upon the receipt of the letter which the Honourable the Governor
has been pleased to write, to the first underwritten, the 23d of last month, we have
sent copies thereof to the chiefs of our comptoirs in the north.
We have at the same time, not only repeated our former strict prohibiting orders

against the practice of making free men slaves in our districts, but have sent special
orders to Bimlipatam to search after the poor objects thus deprived of their liberty,
to demand those that are discovered, and to send them to the chief and council of

Vizagapatam ;
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Vizagapatam ; also to inform them that are found guilty of having purchased men,
and hid them from us, that they are to quit Bimlipatam in 48 hours, and to go to
their own nation, and that notice thereof is given to the said chief and council, and
that in case they refuse to depart, they are left to the consequences without any
claim to our protection.

Extract, Fort St, George Public Consultations, the 25th April 1793.

Read the following letter:

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. President and Governor in Council,
at Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen :—I have been informed that Captain Gambo, of
the ship Mars, and Captain La Blanche, of the ship Courier de Yanam, who sailed
from Coringa in December last, with a considerable number of the natives of this
country on board of their vessels, as mentioned in my letter to you of the 22d
December last, are arrived at the Isle of France, and that Captain La Blanche
means to return to Yanam, probably for the shameful purpose of carrying away more
of the inhabitants. :

I request, Honourable Sir and gentlemen, to be furnished with your instructions,
whether I am to arrest his person, in case he should be found on the English
territory. I have, &c.

Ingeram, 11th April 1793. (signed) Mathew Yeats.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in Council,
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir :—We have had the honour to receive the letter from government,
under date the 23d ult. and shall carefully attend to the directions therein contained,
in the event of our detecting any persons engaged in the traffic of slaves.

Agreeably to your orders, we have appointed Lieutenant James Cranston, a steady
and active officer, to reside in the village of Bimlipatam, and we have furnished him
with a jemidar’s guard of sepoys, in order to enable him to fulfil the objects of his
appointment. We have, &c.

(signed) John Chamier. John Snow.
Vizagapatam, 4th April 1793.

Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors, to the Governor and
Council of Fort St. George, dated 23d April 1794.

Letter, dated 28th January 1793, (15 and 17) Slave Trade carried on by
Foreigners from the Northern Circars.

Par. 11.—We cannot too highly commend your conduct in endeavouring to put
a tostop the cruel traffic carried on by the French and Dutch, in the purchase ofthe
inhabitants of the northern circars as slaves. The zeal and activity manifested by
the chief and council of Vizagapatam, and by Mr. Yeats, the resident at Ingeram, in
procuring the release of a number of these unhappy people, is very praiseworthy.
The measures pointed out in your subsequent dispatch of the 2d May last, will, we
trust, put an effectual end to a commerce so inhuman.

Letter, dated 2d May 1793, (4 and 7) Slave Trade carried on by the French
and Dutch in the Northern Circars.

Par, 50.—Already replied to.

Extract of a Letter in the Political Department, from the Governor and
Couucil of Fort St. George, to the Court of Directors, dated 2d May
1793.

4t.—In the month of February last we received a letter from Mr. Light, the
Governor of Prince of Wales Island, containing a circumstantial detail of the pira-
tical seizure of a French brig, and the means by which she had been retaken. It
appeared, that the commander of the vessel (Captain Gaudron) in the disposal of
a part ofa cargo ofricein the Northern Circars, some time last year, had received in
exchange 180 natives, all of whom had been clandestinely embarked at the Dutch
settlement of Bimlipatam, through the agency of Messrs. Martins and Benvit,

125, ~ - residents

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

\nero

Cons. 19th Feb.

1793-



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.

Cons. 19th March.

N°1.

526. SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

residents of that place, and were destined for slavery at the Isle of France, when
the want of provisions, and the sufferings of those unhappy people, compelled
Gaudron to take relief on the Malay coast, where he was treacherously murdered
by the inhabitants, and the vessel seized and sold to the noqueda of a Surat ship,
sailing under English colours. ;
42.—Mr. Light, deeming it necessary to take notice of this transaction, dis-

patched Captain Jervis, of the Scorpion cruizer, with orders to retake the brig,
which having been effected, the vessel was sent to this port, under the command o1
Lieutenant Lowes, of the Bombay Marine, to be diposed of as we might think pro-
per. We accordingly sent her to the government of Pondicherry, and transmitted
copies of all the papers we had received from Mr. Light, together with a man named
Abdullah, who appeared to have been very principally concerned in the murder of
the captain, and in-the act of cutting off the vessels.
43.—We wrote to the Government of Bombay atthe sametime, explaining the

conduct of the commander and noqueda of the Surat ship, the former of whom had
been accessary to the purchase of the brig, though acquainted with the circum.
stances by which she fell into the hands of the Malays.
44.—We wrote also to the chief and council of Vizagapatam, directing them to

withhold the pension which had hitherto been granted to Mr. Martins, who had
been formerly an assistant surgeon in the Company’s service, and to apprehend his
person, in case he should ever appear within the limits of our authority.
45-—To the council of Pulicat we complained of the conduct of Messrs. Martins

and Benvit, and urged the necessity of an exemplary punishment for so flagrant
and unjustifiable a breach of the proclamation which had been repeatedly issued
in the Circars, positively interdicting a traffic so disgraceful and repugnant to the
feelings of humanity.

46.—Coilonel Chermont, the governor of Pondicherry, expressed in very hand-
some terms his acknowledgments for the measures we had taken in the recovery of
the vessel, and with great cheerfulness reimbursed the expense which had been sus-
tained by the Company. He informed us, that the severe example which would
be made of the persons concerned in the piracy, would, he hoped, deter others
from the commission of similar crimes, and that he should not fail of embracing
every occasion that offered, of testifying the sense he entertained of the liberality
which had marked the conduct of the Company’s government in the instance in
question.

Extract, Fort St. George Military and Political Consultations,
19th February 1793.

Read the following letter from the Governor of Prince of Wales Island.

To Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in council, Fort St. George.
Honourable Sir :—Having in November last received information from Captain

Butler, of the snow Bridget, that a French brig had been piratically cut off at
Pedir, the captain, mate and part of the crew put to death in a cruel manner;
but that the surgeon, with a few of the Europeans, was still alive on shore in the
hands of the Malays, and that the noqueda of a Surat ship, sailing under English
colours, and with an English pass, had purchased the French brig immediately after
she was taken, had hoisted English colours upon her, and proposed to proceed with
a cargo of rice to Muscat, where he would be out of the reach of any European
power, I deemed it necessary to take notice of this transaction, and to attempt to
recover the vessel; humanity required also, that I should endeavour to relieve the
surviving Europeans, who, in confinement at Pedir, I understood, were in daily
apprehension of being put to death.
_ Par. 2.—Accordingly, on the 23d November last, I dispatched Captain Hugh
Stephenson Jervis, in the Scorpion cruizer, upon this service; and on the 8th ultimo
he returned with the French brig in company.

Par. 3.—By Captain Jervis’s report, which goes a number in this letter, it ap-
pears, that on the 3d December he found the French brig lying at Aierlabee, on
the coast of Pedir, in company with the ship Futty Islaum, Captain Wass, and
manned by an officer (a Mr. Leslie) and lascars from that ship. Captain Jervis,
conformably to the instructions I had given him, immediately took possession of the
French brig, and received from the Surat ship a French surgeon, one seaman much
wounded, the French captain’s servant, alittle boy, and a Caffree; he also received

from
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from Captain Wass sundry articles belonging to the French captain, which he dis-
covered were on board the Futty Islaum, together with a Portugueze secunny
and a renegado Frenchman, called Abdullah, who was particularly charged with
cutting off the brig. It appears from Captain Jervis’s report, that Captain Wass
secreted this latter man, and that it was by accident Captain Jervis heard he was
on board.

Par. 4.—The noqueda of the Surat ship, Futty Islaum, whose name is Nana
Cassim, and whom it appears purchased the brig in the name of Captain Wass,
requested a passage from Captain Jervis to this place, that he might justify his
conduct in making the purchase. Soon after his arrival, I examined him on the
subject, and transmit his narrative herewith, together with the narratives of the
surviving Frenchmen, and the bill of sale of the vessel, which the noqueda procured
at Pedir, and on which he founds his claim to the vessel.

Par. 5.—That your Honourable Board may have at one view before you the cir-
cumstances which led to the brig being cut off, and which materially interests
your government, inasmuch as the vessel was loaded with slaves, inhabitants cf the
circars, I shall relate the material parts of the information { have been able to
rocure.

P Par. 6.—It appears that the French brig, the Jean Bass, Captain Goudron, sailed
from Bengal in August last with a cargo of rice, bound to Coringa; that meeting
with bad weather, Captain Goudron put into Ganjam, and sold a part of his rice
at that place; from thence proceeding to Bimlipatam, he sold the remainder of his
rice to a Mr. Martin and a Mr. Bexoit, from whom he received in exchange, 180
natives of the place; these people were sent off by stealth at night, and the vessel
immediately sailed for the Isle of France. Soon after leaving Bimlipatam, all their
cooking utensils being broken, they had no method of boiling rice for so many
people, and were reduced to great distress; it is said that they subsisted the slaves
upon raw rice, and this the sweepings of the hold; at length Captain Goudron
resolved to proceed to the Nicobars, where not meeting with what he wanted, he
proceeded to Achin, and from Achin to Pedir; for by this time he was in want of
ice as well as utensils to boil it in. The people of Pedir, a great many of whom
are natives of the coast of Coromandel, but long settled there, hearing from the
slaves on board the sufferings that they had undergone, and some of them perhaps
relating that they had been decoyed on board, resolved to take revenge on the
French captain; and for this purpose they employed the renegado Abdullah, who
being a Frenchman, soon insinuated himself into the good opinion of the French
captain, and acted in the capacity of his interpreter. The French captain was per-
suaded to sell the few guns he had on board, by their offering a high price for them,
and when he went on shore one morning, in company with Abdullah, to receive the
tice he had bargained for, Abdullah led the captain to a house where a great many
Malays were assembled; they fell upon him and wounded him desperately with their
creeses, put him into irons, and made prisoners of the boat’s crew; then Abdullah,
with a party of Malays, went on board the brig, killed the mate, and took possession
of the vessel, for the remainder of the crew having no arms to defend themselves
ee forced to jump overboard, or such as resisted, were either killed or
isabled.
Abdullah and the Malays being in possession of the vessel, the slaves were sold

by the Pedir rajahs or chiefs, and distributed all along the ccast. Abdullah sold the
vessel’s stores to a Captain Macalister and a Captain Caird, who happened to come
into the port with their vessels about the time; and Nana Cassim, the noqueda of
the Surat ship, at last purchased the brig herself of the Pedir rajah for four catties
of gold, deducting five buncats, on account of an anchor that was sold.

Par. 8.—The noqueda of the Surat ship mentions in his narrative, that he stipu-
lated for the release of the Frenchmen who were confined in irons on shore, when
he agreed to purchase the vessel, and took much merit to himself on this account,
when examined by me; but by the narrative of the surgeon, it would appear that
the noqueda went to the Frenchmen, and seeing them in a miserable situation, told
them that he would procure their liberty, in case they would put their names to the
bill of sale of the vessel, otherwise they might remain as they were until they died;
if this be true, his interests and his humanity were very nearly allied.

T now send the French brig under charge of Lieutenant Lowes, of the Bombay
anne, to your presidency, that it may be determined there to whom she is to be

restored; I should imagine that the original owners have never lost the property in
her, and the purchaser of the vessel, as well as the purchasers of the stores, appear
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to me to merit the censure of government, for if the Malays could always so readily

meet with purchasers of vessels, it would bea great inducement to attempt to cut

them off; and for an English ship (I believe actually in sight of the brig when cut
off) to purchase her in the course of a few days after the accident, appears to me

to be giving ground of complaint to the French nation.

10.—At all events, my taking charge of this vessel, will have one good effect, that
of pointing out to your government, the people who trafficin slaves in the Circars,

though from their being foreigners I am unacquainted, if it may be in your power

to punish them.
Accompanying, I transmit a list of people on board the brig, and an account of

the expenses incurred in fitting her out for the passage to Madras, amounting to

sp. drs. 512: 05, which has been advanced by me, for acconnt of the Honourable

Company, and which I apprehend, you will have no difficulty in procuring payment

of, from the person to whom she may be rendered up.
I have, &c.

Fort Cornwallis, 2d February 1793. (signed) Francis Light.

Enclosures.—N° 1.

Agreeable to orders from Francis Light, Esq. superintendent of Prince of Wales

Island, to weigh anchor and proceed with the Honourable Company’s cruizer, the

Scorpion, to the coast of Peder, to retake a French brig that had been cut off there,
and to return with her to Prince of Wales Island.

Saturday, November 24th, 1792, at six Pp. m. weighed, and stood out of the
harbour.

Monday, December 3d, 1792, at two Pp. M. came to anchor off Aierlabee; found

riding here the ship Futty Isslaum, belonging to Surat; a ketch from Nagore, and
the French brig that was cut off at Peder on the 31st October; sent Lieutenant

Edward Lowes, with a midshipman and a party of sepoys, and took possession of

the French brig; received from on board the Surat ship, a French surgeon, one
seaman much wounded, the French captain’s servant, a small boy, and a caffree;
also sundry articles from Captain Francis Wass, commander of the ship Futty
Tsslaum, and two renegadoes, one of them particularly charged with beinga prin-

cipal in cutting the French brig off.
Tuesday, December 4th, 1792, at five A. M. weighed, to return to Prince of Wales

Island, with the French brig; when getting under weigh, Naula Cossaum Noqueda,

of the Surat ship, came on board the Scorpion, and after repeatedly requesting to

have a passage to Prince of Wales Island, it was granted to him.
Tuesday, January 8th, 1793, arrived at Prince of Wales Island, in companywith

the French brig, and came to anchor.
(signed) § Hugh Stephenson Jervis.

Prince of Wales Island, January 10, 1793.

To Francis Light, Esq.

Sir :—In addition to the report I have already made to you respectingmy taking
possession of the French brig, [ think it of consequence to relate the conduct of
Captain Francis Wass, commander of the Surat ship Futty Isslaum, and of Nanly

Cossam, that ship’s noqueda ; on the Scorpion’s arrival at Aierlabee, and after 1 had

sent and taken possession of the brig, I sent to Captain Wass, and requested to see

him on board the Scorpion; when he came on board, I inquired how he came in pos-

session of the French brig, as part of bis crew were then in charge of her ; he informed
me that his noqueda had bought her of the people at Pedir, the place where the brig
was cut off, and where the French captain was murdered in a very cruel manner on

shore; on my representing to him, how atrocious it would appear, and how liable

his noqueda was to be punished by the French nation, should they ever be informed

that he had bought a vessel under such circumstances, and more particularly so, as
he, Captain Wass, had informed me that the noqueda was in Pedir at the very time
that the French captain was murdered, and the brig cut off; at this time, Captain

Wass seemed to defend the conduct of his noqueda, and returned on board his ship
again, informing me that he had the French surgeon, a seaman, much wounded, and
the captain’s servant, a small boy, on board of his ship, I immediately sent and
brought them on board the Scorpion ; when the surgeon came on board, he began to
relate how cruelly he had been treated at Pedir, with the circumstances of his captain
being murdered, and how the vessel had been cut off by the people ofPedir,headed

yd
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by a renegado European, whose Mahometan name was Abdullah, and who was then
on board of the Futty Isslaum, going as a passenger; on this information, I sent
and desired Captain Wass would deliver immediately to me this renegado, which he
did, after making several excuses; after I had got this renegado on board the
Scorpion, Idesired to speak with Captain Wass again; when he came on board,

I asked him how he could think of taking as a passenger, such a person as the
renegado was, and why he had not informed me that he had such a person on board;
he then declared that he did not know that the renegado had been concerned in cut-
ting off the brig, nor any thing about him, as it was the noqueda who had sent the
renegado on board, and who had granted him a passage ; I then desired that Captain
Wass would deliver up any thing he might have belonging to the French brig, on
board of his ship ; he said he had already given up every thing; I then asked him
where his noqueda was; he said on shore, a great way up the country; I desired
that he would immediately send and tell him that I wanted to see him; he said he
would, but did not believe he would come. Captain Wass then returned on board
his own ship again ; in the course of the evening, the French surgeon informed me,
that the captain had detained a Caffree belonging to the French captain; on the
Caffree’s being sent for, he was immediately delivered up, Captain Wass giving a
curious reason for not sending him with the other people, viz. because he was not
asked for; the Caffree was given up in the evening, and the next morning I was in-
formed that Abdullah, the renegado, had said that he had given in charge of Captain
Wass, a sum of money for stores belonging to the French brig, that he Abdullah,
had sold to various persons, and that Captain Wass had several articles belonging to
the brig, and her captain, that had been murdered; in consequence of this informa-
tion, I sent to Captain Wass, who delivered twelve gold mohurs, eight Spanish
dollars, and ten rupees, saying that he had then given up every thing; but the rene-
gado still persisting that he had a number of articles remaining, I sent to him again,
mentioning the several articles that I understood he had not delivered ; he then sent
me the I’rench captain's book of charts and directions, with a number of other French
books, also the articles, as mentioned in the list of stores that were sent on board the
brig; in the afternoon, about two o’clock, the noqueda came on board the Scorpion
from the shore; the first thing I asked the noqueda was, how he came to buy a
vessel, that he had been almost an eye-witness to her being cut off, and when he so
well knew, that her captain and officers had been murdered in so cruel and unjust a
manner, he replied, that he had been absolutely forced to take her in lieu of a debt
that was owing to him by some great men at Pedir, and produced the deed of pur-
chase, which I have already given to you, made in the name of Captain Francis
Wass. I then requested to see Captain Wass on board the Scorpion ; when he came
I shewed him the deed of purchase of the French brig, and asked him if he had
authorized the noqueda to buy the brig in his name, he declared that he had not;
after some altercation between the noqueda and Captain Wass, the noqueda said,
I will tell you the whole of the circumstances respecting the purchase of the brig ;
although she was purchased in the name of Captain Wass, she was not solely to
belong to him, but to four of us, naming himself, Captain Wass, a man whose name
I forgot, but who the noqueda said, was part owner of the ship, and was then at
Surat; the fourth part, he said, was to belong to his carannu, or black writer; all
this the noqueda told me, with evident signs of fear, and Captain Wass still in-
sisted that he had made use of his name in the business, without his consent or per-
mission; after some conversation between me and Captain Wass, in which he,
Captain Wass, seemed to be under great trepidation, and often prevaricating, he re-
turned on board the ship again; when he was gone, the noqueda began, by asking
me what I thought he had:better do, I told him that I really could not give him any
advice in-so bad a business, particularly as he appeared to me to be so very culpable
in purchasing the brig, when he must have been so well acquainted with the manner
of her being cut off, from his being in Pedir at the very time; nay, he even con-
fessed to me, that he heard the French captain call out, when they were murdering
ofhim. I told him that I should carry the brig to Prince of Wales island with me,
agreeable to my orders ; but he might rest assured, that if he ever went near a French
Settlement, and they knew that he had bought the brig, in the manner he had done,
with the suspicious circumstances attending it, such as his having given a passage to
the renezado, who had headed the party who cut off the brig, and who had killed
one of the officers with his own hand, with the many other circumstances already
related, that he, the noqueda, might be certain of meeting exemplary punishment;
the noqueda then appeared to be so much alarmed, that heasked several times if I
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thought he was in danger of being hanged ; he then went on board of his own vessel ;
in the morning, when we were getting under weigh to sail for Prince of Wales Island,

the noqueda came om board in the Surat’s ship’s boat, and requested I would grant

him a passage to Prince of Wales Island in the Scorpion, saying he was under great

apprehension of what might happen to him, should a representation be made to

Bombay respecting him; he said, he therefore wished to go to Prince of Wales

Island, to know what punishment he was liable to ; after telling him, in the presence

of Lieutenant Fortescue, that he must remember that it was by his own repeated

desire, I granted him the passage he asked ; I have thought it the more necessary to

relate all these circumstances to you, as the noqueda used prevarication when

examined before you, and seemed to think that his conduct was by no means very

reprehensible. I am, &c.
(signed) Hugh Stephenson Jervis.

Prince of Wales Island, 12th January 1793.

N° 3.—I attest, and certify, that Captain Goudron, commander ofthe brig the

Jean Bass, sailed from Bengal for Coringa, but meeting with contrary winds, the
vessel being leaky under the bowsprit, and deep laden with rice, the captain resolved
to put into Ganjam, where he sold a part of his rice to the governor; from thence
we sailed for Bamlipatam, where he sold the remainder of the rice to Mr. Martins
and Mr. Benvit, and for payment thereof, they gave 180 slaves, from thence we
sailed for the Isle of France ; but at the end of 15 days, all our cooking pots failing
us, we knew not how to cook the rice. The captain sailed for Tranquebar,* but
could not procure there what he wanted; he then sailed for Acheen, where he got

a cooking pot, and at the same time met with an English captain, who advised him
to go to Pedir, where he would find every thing cheap. The captain seeing that
the weather was very bad, resolved to go to Pedir, and being arrived, went on shore
to the king, to ask for what he wanted. He there met with a Frenchman, who

asked him what he had need of; the king gave him whatever he asked for, and
offered him the French Malay for an interpreter. ‘The captain being satisfied, came
on board with the noqueda of the king, who was to purchase the Bengal goods.

The noqueda was some time without coming on board again; but the white man
remained on board to purchase the provisions which came along side. At length
the noqueda came on board with the rice, the rogue of a white man betrayed the
captain ; when the noqueda told him to tell the captain one thing, he said another;
the noqueda asked the captain to sell him four guns, and two blunderbusses, which
he had; he asked him how much he would give, and he answered, through the

white man, eighty dollars. The captain, who hadno shot and very little powder,
seeing that he offered a good price, let him take them; the white man was well
acquainted with the plot that was going on. Some time after, the captain and me,
the white malay, three sailors, and a caffree, went on shore to the nocquda; the
captain spoke to him about settling accounts, he caused the captain to be told that
he would settle immediately; he gave us a breakfast, after which, we went out for
a minute, after which we asked him when he would send off the rice, he answered,
presently; at the same time, the white Malay said to the captain, come and see the
rice taken away, but quite the contrary, the wretch led him into the hands of the
Bouron people, a great many Malays assembled around him, and fell upon him with
their creeses;when he was fallen and almost dead, they put irons on his feet, and
stripped him of every thing he had on, even cut his ears to get his ear-rings. The
wretch of a renegado, after that the captain was almost dead, went to the boat and
told the sailors that the captain was dead, and that the Malays would seize upon the
ship; they began to seize upon us, and carry us to the king; they tied us together
like criminals, took away every thing we had on, except our breeches and stockings,
and every moment we expected to be put to death. Then the renegado went on
board the vessel with two Malays well armed. The second mate asked him what
he came for; he said, he came to get an account of their provisions ; the mate asked
him, if the rice was coming; he answered, it was coming a-stern of him; but it was
not rice, it was two large boats was coming full of people; the second apprehended
that they came to take the vessel, and recommended the crew to procure whatever
weapons they could to defend themselves with; the little boy tells me, that the
renegado drew his sword, and made a blow at the second mate; he asked him why
he did so; the white man said, I took you for.a Malay; from the blow he had
received he fell into the sea, but got hold of the rudder rope; the wretched renegado
then took from the little boy all the keys, but the crew to prevent this came on oct

"hen
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When the renegado saw this, he said to the Malays in their language, come on
board to defend me, which they did, and began by cutting a Caffree into pieces, and
with a sailor they threw him into the sea; only one man was then lost, and this was
the Caffree, for the others seeing this jumped overboard, and saved themselves by
swimming on shore; the white Malay caused the two others who were sinkine to
be taken up, and he had them put into a small canoe, where they Jost much blood,
and afterwards carricd on shore, where they were thrown like dogs upon the beach,
and when they had taken every thing out of the vessel, they considered us as slaves,
keeping us confined; the noqueda desired me to follow him to see the two
wounded men. ‘The second hearing me, called me to his assistance, and begged
me give him some water. I gave him some, and he told me that it was the white
Malay who had thus cruelly used him; he died the next day. ‘The captain desired
to see me; I thought that he had been dead, but being carried to him, I could not
refrain from weeping on seeing him in the saddest situation possible. The first
word he said to me was, that he was a dead man, and that the white man had
caused his death by putting him into the hands of the Bouron people. Tle desired
me not to abandon the little boy; I told him he might remain easy co» that head :
he enquired after the officer; 1 told him he was dead; 1 dressed him as well as
I could with salt water, and was very ill myself on leaving him; he died the next
day; a sailor and myself buried him. At length we were all ill from our miseries,
which we still feel ; we were all kept together like so many dogs, and every day they
gave each of us a small ball of rice; in fact, we were dying by inches, Some time
after, the noqueda* came to see us, and he saw us ina terrible situation. He told
us that he was going to buy the vessel, and ifwe would sign, that he would get us re-
leased from slavery, that otherwise we would die by inches ; and having agreed among
ourselves, that we could not support our existence much longer, we resolved to sign
without much hesitation; for having done so we cannot be blamed, seeing what
a terrible situation we were in. I certify that in this relation there is nothing but
the truth. In witness whereof, we have hereunto signed our names.

his J. Julliant.
Bernard not knowing how to sign his name, has put X

mark,

Franchays.

N° 4.—Narrative of Pierre Marjee, taken the 10th of January 1793.

T embarded at Bordeaux, in the brig Jean Bass, Captain Goudron ; the owner of
the vessel is named Monsieur Voitrin ; we went to Bengal; from Bengal we sailed
in August, loaded with rice, for Yanam, but the vessel making water under the
bowsprit, we put into Ganjam, and sold 500 or 550 bags of rice to the governor;
from Ganjam we went to Bimlipatam, where we sold 150 bags more. One even-
ing, the captain came on board with a boat of water, and three chillingas full of
people ; the same night, we got under sail for Mauritius ; after being at sea seven or
eight days, we were much distressed for a boiler to boil rice for the Indians; the
maiter advised the captain to go to the Nicobars, where he would get a large boiler
and fresh provision, We went to the Nicobars, remained three days there, could
only procure a few fowls; from the Nicobars we went to Acheen, where the cap-
fain procured a large copper boiler ; remained two and a half days at Acheen, and
then went to Pedir. The captain anchored very close to the'shore; an English
captain came on board, and advised him to go farther off, for it was not safe to
lay so near the land; the captain did so. ‘At Pedir, the captain got acquainted
with Abdullah, a renegado, who promised to procure rice, and assisted the captain
in selling four small guns and two blunderbusses, at a great price; tnis renegado had
the confidence of the captain, and deceived him in every thing. Atter being twelve
days at Pedir, the captain went ashore with the doctor, myself, Pierre le Pierre,
and Azor, the caffree ; the captain and doctor, with the renegado, went to breakfast
with a noqueda; after breakfast, the captain asked Abdullah where the ricewas ;
Abdulla said, come with me, and Iwill shew you the rice. He went with the
Captain to the house of a Malay, where they cut and wounded the captain; the
Tenegado Abdullah then told the rajah what had happened, and went off to the brig
ina small boat, armed. I remained on shore in a house for the space of an hour,
when the Malays came, stripped and bound us; in this condition we remained
until eight o'clock; they then shut us up in a small yard, where we remained
eighteen days; they gave us rice and water, and sometimesalittie fish, and once
or twice some spirits they had taken out of the vessel, wanting us to turn Moor-
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men; afterwards we were sent on board the Surat vessel, the noquedar of which

had bought our brig; the next day, the noquedar sent us on board our brig to

work.
Taken before me, (signed) FF. Light.

N° 5.—Narrative of Bernarde Sanguny, taken the 1oth January 1793.

I embarked in the French brig in Bengal, and was on board when the Malays

attacked her at Pedir. The renegado Abdullah came on board in a small canoe,

with a native of Bombay and three Malays; Abdullah had a pistol, a sword, and

a creese; three prows were following after. On seeing him come on board in this

manner, I called up the officer, and recommended him for us to be on our guard;
but as the captain and officers placed great confidence in this Abdullah, he said

there was no occasion, and Abdullah said, the boats coming on board were loaded

with rice ; when the boats came along-side, this Abdullah told the Malays to come

on board, and kill away; they accordingly did so, and I saw this Abdullah
draw his cutlass, but whether he stabbed the officer himself or not, 1 cannot say,
I thought only of my own safety; and as we had no arms but what knives or
axes we could lay hold of at the moment, I soon saw all defence was vain ; I then
jumped over board along with the cooper, and after being four hours in the water,
we reached the shore. When we got on shore, the Malays seized us, and carried
us to the village, and tied us to a log of wood. We remained prisoners twelve days,
during which time we saw the body of the captain thrown into the river. The
Malabar slaves, by order of the Malays, buried the body by the river side; the
Malays would not allow any of us that had escaped to see the captain previous to
his death. The same day I swam on shore, I saw the renegado Abdullah on shore.
At the instance of Captain Caird, the Malays released us on board the Surat ship.
I think that Jean Irvoir, the former boatswain of the ship, was concerned with the
renegado Abdullah, because the Malays spared him, and he remained in the vessel
until he went away with Captain Caird. I heard that Abdullah sold the stores of
the vessel to Capain Caird, viz. a mainsail, foresail, topsail, sheet anchor, six coils
of rope, two tow lines, one large tow line, and one cable; other stores were taken
away, I suppose, by the Malays. I cannot say if any other English captain bought
any of the stores. The Surat noqueda sent me on board the French brig, where
I found Mr. Leslie in command; the reason of our putting our names to the bill
of sale was, that the Malays would not release us until the vessel was sold, and we
would have put our names to any paper to have got out of their hands; there was
only the captain, the mate, and one Caftree killed, and one man very much wounded,
who is now in the hospital here; the captain had not much money on board when
the vessel was taken, he having expended the most of it in purchasing the natives
of the Circars; he had on board three or four bales of white cloth. The captain had
sold all his rice at Bimlipatam to Dr. Martins, who paid for it in the inhabitants of
the Circars; 140 were on board when the vessel was taken.

Taken before me, (signed) F. Light.

N° 6.—Narrative of Chivalear, a boy taken the 10th January, 1793-

} was on board when the Malays came to take the vessel. I saw Abdullah, rene-
gado, kill the officer with a sword and creese. It happened thus: Abdullah came
on board with three Malays, and told the officer he was sent by the captain to count
the fowls ; the officer gave him something to drink; then a boat full of people came
on buard and attacked the crew; I saw Abdullah cut the officer in the face and
back with the sword; Abdullah led the Malays on; I ran into Abdullah’s arms,
and begged he would not kill me; Abdullah spared my life ; I remained fifteen days
on board with Abdullah, who had charge of the vessel; Abdullah took and destroyed
every thing. I went on shore before all the stores were sold; Ilived with the
Rajah, and the Malays wanted to detain me; but at length they released me on
board the Surat ship, along with the others.

Taken before me, (signed) F, Light.

N° 7.—Narrative of Pierre la Piere, Seaman, and Azor or Caffree, taken
10th January 1793.

We were on shore, along with the captain, but remained in the boat when he was
attacked; we were confined and released the same as the others.

Taken before me, (signed) F. Light.
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N° 8.—Narrative of Andrew de Dias, taken 16th January 1793.

I went passenger in the Futtah-Islam, noqueda Nana Cassim, from this port to
Acheen. ‘The noqueda went to Boorou, three miles from Pedir; I was a-shore,
and saw several boats full of men, with arms, going from the shore; I ran towards
Pedir, to see what was the matter; in going along, I met with a Frenchman,
swimming to the shore ; I asked him what was the matter; he told me the Malays were
taking the vessel; I was then afraid, and returned to Boorou; our vessel remained one
day at Boorou; from thence went to Ganjam, where she staid two days, and then went
to Pedir. Noquedah Nana Cassim said to me, the Malays will not pay me my money ;
I will buy this French vessel ; you must make out a paper for me. I said, 1 cannot do
this, it will bring me into trouble. The noquedah said, I will take care no harm shall
happen ; when we get over the coast,I will get a proper passport. I then made out the
paper for the sale of the vessel, just as the noquedah told me. Three days after,
I went to see the French captain, but the Malays stopped me; the next day I suc-
ceeded, and spoke with him; he was in irons, with only a pair of Malay drawers
on; had a large wound in his belly, another in his head, and one through his hand.
The captain said, if you go to Pondicherry, or any English port, tell them that
these Malays have taken my vessel and killed me; I heard he died that night.
The noqueda of the Futtah-Islam bought the vessel about fourteen days after the

Malays had taken ber; Captain Caird bought several stores belonging to the French
vessel, from Abdullah, the renegado; the Malays took all the slaves, who, with the
wearing apparel of the Frenchmen, were sold to various people; I heard that
Hodjee Mahomed, a Cheliar Malay, first stabbed the captain.

Taken before me, (signed) F. Light.

N® 9.—Narrative of Laurant Severin, alias Abdullah; taken 10th Jan. 1793.

I am a Frenchman; went from hence with Captain Haggy; was turned on
shore by him at Pedir. From Captain Haggy’s bad report of me, no person
would take me away; had nothing to subsist upon; the Malays would give me no-
thing, unless I changed my religion; I became a Mussulinan, and had been a month
at Pedir, when the French brig came there; I asked a passage from the French
captain to the Mauritius, and in consequence of the captain’s compliance, I had
been five or six days on board before the accident happened. I had been with the
captain on shore to shew him his rice; the Malays carried the captain from house
to house, till at length they came to Tunkee Campoon Pooka’s house, where near
two hundred Malays were assembled. The captain asked for a cocoa-nut to drink;
they brought two; one being broken, they opened the other, and while the captain
was drinking it, a Malay stabbed him; the captain attempted to draw his dagger,
when another Malay stabbed him in the belly, and disabled him. I heard that the
man who stabbed him in the belly was one Hadjee, a Chulian. The captain thus
wounded, was put in irons, and I heard four days afterwards, died. ‘The Malays.
after wounding the captain, ran to the house of Tunkee Patree, and they then all
pt into boats; Tunkee Patree then wanted me to go along with them, but I refused.
then went on board the brig in a small canoe, with one Allick, a native of Bom-

bay, and two Chullians; I was obliged to go on board, fearing, if I refused, that
the Malays would put me to death; I was also afraid that the Malays would kill
me, had I mentioned, when on board, the circumstance of the captain attacked on
shore. Then the other Malay boats came up, and boarded the vessel, killed the
mate, and wounded the man now in the hospital; but I deny having any hand in
the business. Captain Macalister bought a cable and tow-line for ten gold mohurs,
and Captain Caird a variety of stores, for which he paid me two gold mohurs;
and the rajah, I believe, about one hundred dollars. Eight days after the vessel
was taken, Captain Butler came in, and took a great many stores from her, a chest
full of books, &c. without paying any thing for them; then the rajah sent me
on board to sell all the stores that remained on board, and to bring the vessel into
the river. The Surat noqueda agreed to purchase the vessel for four catty of
gold; but when the cable and anchor was sold to Captain Caird, he deducted five
buncals, The Malays wanting to kill me, 1 begged a passage from the Surat
hoqueda, and went on board the Surat skip.

Taken before me, (signed) F. Light.
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N* 10.—Narrative of Nuna Cassim, noqueda of the ship Sataislam ofSurat,
taken 10th January 1793.

I was trading on the coast of Pedir when the French brig came there; I heard

the Malays and Chulians had an intention of cutting her off, on account of their

having the people from the Circars on board. Of this I gave twice information to

the French captain, but he credited me so little, that he went to the rajah, and in-

formed him that I had given him this notice. When the captain was wounded on

shore, I was at Pedir, and was told by several people, that previous to his death,

he acknowledged he would have saved his life, had he paid attention to the infor-

mation I gave him. When the Malays had got the vessel, they proposed to me

to take her in part payment of their debts to me, which amounted to betwixt seven

and eight cattys; this I then refused; but afterwards seeing little probability of

recovering my debts, I was induced to take the vessel in part payment, at the re-

commendation of Captain Wass; and J was the more induced to do this from

seeing other English captains buying the stores. I bought the snow for four

cattys, but deducted five buncals on account of an anchor that was sold, and

I stipulated that the Frenchmen remaining on shore should be released. My in-

tention was to make the circumstance of the purchase public when I got to Bombay,

and torestore her to the French, on their paying me what I had given. My
reason for taking Abdallah on board my ship was, in case I should meet with any
difficulty in getting a pass. On my arrival at an English port, it was my intention
to bring him forward, as the person who was concerned in cutting the vessel off.

Taken before me, (signed) F. Light.

Ne 11.—List of people on board the French brig the Jean Bass:

Lieutenant Edward Lowes, in command.
John Smith, secunny.
William Barrett, d°
Charles Leslie, belonging to the Futta Islam.
7 Lascars, belonging to d°
Andrew Dias, belonging to d° and writer of the bill of sale.

Frenchmen belonging to the brig:

J. Julian, surgeon. Pierre le Pierre, seaman.
Bernares, seaman. Chevaliar, boy.
Franchoys, de Azon, Caffree.
Du Verrez, d°

Laurant Severin, alias Abdulla, charged with the murder of captain and mate.

Prince of Wales Island, 5th Jan. 1793. (signed) F, Light.

N° 12.

French Brig, To the Honourable Company, Dr.

1793: 16th Jan.—To Messrs. Scott and Co. for the amount

  

of their bills - - - - - 340 5 §
- 18th — To Captain Lindsay, for the amount of

his bill - - - - 5%- -
- 25th ~ ToMr.Waun - - - @ - 14 -
—- 28th -— To Mr. James Gardine - d° - 85 2 4

To Mr. Perkins - - d° - 8 - -
To Mr. G. Raban - - d* - 58 - -
To Mr. Layton - - @ - 17 8 5
To James Hutton, Esq. - 4d - 17 2 -
To Lieutenant E. Lowes - @ - 145 -

Spanish dollars - 507 7 4

Prince of Wales Island, 31st Jan. 1793. (signed) F. Light.

The vouchers are delivered to Mr. Lowes.
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Amount of the several bills - - - 657 7 4

Dr, Hutton’s bill - - . 47 6 4

615 3 8

 

Deduct received from Capt. Jervis, who re-
received from Capt. Wass the amount sale
of stores belonging to the French brig = - 103 3 3

Spanish dollars - 512 - §

 

 

Francis Light, Esq. Dr.
To sundry Charges.

For subsistence of 4 European Frenchmen,

 

26 days, at 3 copings per day each - - 31 2 -
1 Caffree, 26 days, at 3 coping per day - 3.9 -
Paid a washerman for washing 27 pieces, at

2 pize per piece = - - - - - - 5 4
The tailor’s bill for making clothes - - 12- =

Spanish dollars - 47 6 4

Prince of Wales Island, 4 Feb. 1793. (signed) F. Light.

MinutE.—Resolved, That all the papers received from Mr. Light, with a copy
of his letter, be sent to the governor of Pondicherry; and that Lieutenant Lowe be
directed to proceed thither with the French brig, and deliver her up to the authority
of the French government.

Resolved also, That the renegado Frenchman, called Abdullah, be delivered up
a prisoner to the government of Pondicherry, and that Lieutenant Lowe be directed
to apply to Monsieur Fonfreville, the governor, for payment of the sum incurred by
the Company in fitting out the brig for the passage to Madras.

’ The Board remark, on the perusal of Mr. Light’s letter, that Captain Gaudron,
in the disposal of part of a cargo of rice in the northern Circars, some time last
year, had received in exchange one hundred and eighty natives, all of whom had
been clandestinely embarked, and were destined for slavery at the Isle of France,
when the want of provisions, and the sufferings of those unhappy people, led to
the fatal consequence which happened at Pedir. It were much to be wished,
that some effectual steps could be fallen upon to put an end to the barbarous and
inhuman traffic of slaves, and to check it if possible; it is resolved to draw the
attention of the French governor to the above circumstances, and to express the
confidence the Board have in his hearty co-operation to discourage, by every pos-
sible means, a commerce so repugnant to the feelings of humanity.
As it appears that the slaves were embarked at Bimlipatam, through the agency

of Mr. Martins, a resident at that place, it is resolved to direct the chief and council
at Vizagapatam, to discontinue the monthly allowance granted to him by the Com-
pany, and to apprehend his person, in case he should at any time be found within
the limits of the Company’s possessions under their authority.

Agreed, That copies of the paper be sent to Bombay, and that the attention of
the Governor in council be drawn to the conduct of Captain Wass, commanding the
Futtah Isslaum, and of Nauly Cossam, the noquedah, who appears to have been
concerned in the purchase of the brig, though acquainted with the circumstances by
which she fell into the hands of the Malays.

Dispatched the following letters from Sir Charles Oakeley, Baronet,
Governor in council, to the Honourable Major General Abercromby,
Governor in council at Bombay, 1gth February 1793.

Honourable Sir :—Having received from the Governor of the Company's posses-
Slons on the Prince of Wales Island, a circumstantial detail of the piratical seizure
of a French brig on the coast of Pedir, and tlie means by which she was retaken,
we do ourselves the honour of forwarding for your information, copies of the papers
transmitted to us by Mr. Light.
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Wehave directed Lieutenant Lowes, who is in charge of the brig, to proceed

with her to Pondicherry, and deliver her up to the governor of that settlement.
We beg leave to draw your attention to the conduct of Captain Wass, commanding

the Futtah Isslaum, and of Nauly Cossam, the naquedah, who appears to have
been concerned in the purchase of the brig, though acquainted with the circumstances
by which she fell into the hands of the Malays. We have, &c.

(signed) Charles Oakeley, &c. Council,

Fort St. George, 19th February 1793-

From Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in council at Fort St. George,
to the Honourable Lieutenant Colonel De Fonfreville, Commandant of

the French Settlements in India, Governor of Pondicherry, &c. &c. &c.

19th February 1793. .

Honourable Sir :— Having received from the Governor of the Company's posses-

sions in the Prince of Wales Island, a circumstantial detail of the piratical seizure of

a French brig on the coast of Pedir, and the means by which she wes retaken, I deem

it essential to put you in possession of the facts which have come to my knowledge,

and to this end have the honour to enclose the papers which have been transmitted
to me.

I have directed Lieutenant Lowes, the officer in charge of the brig, to proceed
with her to Pondicherry, and to deliver her up to the authority of your government,

together with the renegado Frenchman, called Abdullah, who seems to have been very

principally concerned, both in the murder of Captain Goudron and his mate, and in

the act of cutting off the vessel.
I have also directed Lieutenant Lowe to lay before you, an account of the ex-

penses incurred by the Company in fitting out the brig for the passage to Madras,

and I request you will be so good as to give the necessary orders for the repayment

of the amount.
You will perceive, Sir, on the perusal of Mr. Light’s letter, that Captain Gaudron,

in the disposal of part of a cargo of rice in the Northern Circars some time last year,

had received in exchange 18o natives, all of whom had been clandestinely embarked,

and were destined for slavery at the Isle of France, when the want of provisions,

and the sufferings of those unhappy people, led to the fatal consequences which
happened at Pedir. It were much to be wished, that some effectual steps could be

fallen upon to put an end to the barbarous and inhuman traffic of slaves; and

I rely with confidence, that you will most heartily co-operate with me, in dis-

couraging by every possible means, a commerce so repugnant to the feelings of

humanity. ~
I shall write to the government of Bombay, and explain the conduct of Captain

Wass, commanding the Futtah Isslaum, and of Nanly Cossam, the naquedah, who

appear to have been concerned in the purchase of the French brig, though ac-

quainted with the circumstances by which she fell into the hands of the Malays.

I have, &c. (signed)  C. Oakeley.

Fort St. George, 19th February 1793.

From W. C. Jackson, Esq. Secretary to Government, to Lieutenant Lowes,
of the Bombay Marines, in charge of the French Brig, Jean Bass,

15th February 1793.

Sir:—I am directed by the Honourable the President in council, to desiré you
will proceed with the French brig, Jean Bass, to Pondicherry, and deliver her
up to the order of that government. I enclose a letter for the governor, which

you are desired to deliver on your arri al at Pondicherry.
The French renegado, called Abdullah, is to be surrendered a prisoner.
I transmit herewith an account of the expenses incurred in fitting out the French

brig for the passage to Madras, and am directed to desire you will present the bills
to the governor for the time being, and make application for the payment of the
amount.

As soon as you have executed the above orders, you will return to Fort
St. George.

I am, &c.

Fort St. George, 15th Feb. 1793. (signed) H.C. Jackson, Secretary.
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From Sir Charles Oakeley, Baronet, to John Chamier, Esq. Chief, &c.
Council at Vizagapatam, 19th February 1793.

Gentlemen :--We herewith transmit copies of a deposition of the surgeon of a

French brig that left Bimlipatam some time last year, with 180 natives on board as

slaves, and it appearing thereby that those unfortunate persons were clandestinely
embarked through the agency of Mr. Martins, resident at that place, we desire you
will immediately discontinue the monthly allowance granted to him, and apprehend
his person, in case he should at any time be found within the limits of the Company’s
possessions under your authority. Weare, &c.

(signed) Charles Oakeley, Council, &c.
Fort St. George, 19th February 1793.
Memorandum.—The French commandant expressed his most grateful acknow-

ledgments for the interference of the British government in recovering the French
brig, and directed the pirates to be brought to trial at Pondicherry.
An enquiry was also ordered into the conduct of Captain Wass, at Bombay.

Extract, Fort St. George Military and Political Consultations,
28th February 1793.

Dispatched the following letter to the Honourable Jacob Eilbracht, Esq.
Governor, &c. &c. Council at Pulicat.

Honourable Sir and Sirs:—We have the honour to transmit copy of a depo-
sition of the surgeon of a French brig, that left Bimlipatam some time last year,
with 180 natives on board as slaves; and it appearing thereby, that those unfor-.
tunate persons were embarked through the agency of Messrs. Martins and Benvit,
residents at that place, we submit to you the propriety of marking your displeasure
at a conduct so flagrant and unjustifiable, after the repeated orders issued by your
government, as well as by us, positively interdictingsodisgraceful a traffic.
For our own parts, we have resolved upon all occasions to discourage, by every

means in our power, a commerce so repugnant to the feelings of humanity, and we
rely with confidence that you are inspired with similar sentiments. We cannot
indeed entertain the least doubt of your readiness to co-operate with us in putting
an end to this evil, and nothing, in our opinion, can more effectually check it, than
an exemplary punishment of those detected in the practice of it.
We have withdrawn the pension which had been hitherto granted by the Company

to Mr. Martins, who was formerly in their service, and have directed that his person
should be apprehended in case he should ever appear within the limits of our

authority. We have the honour to be, &c. &c.
Fort St. George, (signed) Charles Oakeley, Council, &c.

26th February 1793.

Extract, Fort St. George Military and Political Consultations, 8th March 1793.

Received the following letter.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in Council of
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs :—Favoured with your Honour’s letter of the 26th inst.,
we cannot indeed emphatically enough express our indignation and aversion, with
regard to so horrible an event as the exportation of 180 natives from Bimlipatam,
as slaves, in a French brigantine bound to the French islands; which, however,
according to the declaration that came inclosed, was surprized and taken at Pedir by
the Malays, who killed all those that were on board of her, and did not escape out
of their hands.
To shew how much the exportation of unhappy creatures merits our disgrace, we

shall renew, in the strongest manner, our orders to our northern factories, to
Oppose such inhuman practice, not only in our subjects, but also with all possible
diligence in strangers, in case they should think our territory a safe place for it, with
acharge to deliver the unhappy creatures out of the hands of those who will not
desist, but are refractory, either by good or forcible means, and to send them
sips ha your agents there, for the protection of their liberty, and the benefit of their

tt.
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We feel the propriety of your Honour’s resolution, that such kidnapping may be
prevented, to check it with exemplary punishment, and in case any of our subjects
transgress the orders instituted against it, they shall be seized and delivered over 0
the justice, to be punished according to the exigency of the case.

We have the honour to be, with the profoundest respect, &c.
(signed) Jacob Eilbracht. =Jm. Jm. Hasz.

J. J. Winckelman. Js. Fs. Cantervischer,
Fk. Wm. Bloeme.

Extract, Fort St. George Public Consultations, 25th September 1793.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart. Governor in Council, Fort
St. George.

Honourable Sir :—We beg leave to lay before you an address from Mr. Martin,
at Bimlipatam, which he forwarded under cover to our chief, with a request that it
might be transmitted to government.
We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, Honourable Sir, your most

obedient humble servants,
(signed) John Chamier. A.W.Gregory. John Snow.

Vizagapatam, 15th Sept. 1793.

To the Honourable Sir Charles Oakeley, Bart., President, Governor of
Madras, &c. Council.

Honourable Sir and Sirs:—When every people bless the English government,
shall I be the alone unhappy under it; I who exposed my life and fortune to favour
its success, viz. the records of 1766 and 1767, &c.; your Honour may see, by the
inclosed order, that I have never been disgraced since that time. Ten certificates
in my possession will prove my character; your Honour punished me for a crime
I never committed; if my son contracted for slaves with other Frenchmen, the
faults are personal, why shall I suffer for it; besides, there were no prohibition here
for that commerce, and no law can have a retrospective power.

T am starving; confined in this village, where I cannot put my talents in exertion,
how can I live? Even criminals are entitled to a daily subsistence. I humbly beg
your honour to consider my case; it should be very hard, at sixty years of age, aud
twenty-five into the service, if I was compelled to go in foreign country to beg a bit
of bread with a surgeon’s commission in my pocket; yet I have no other way to
live, if your Honour gives me no remedy; however, if I'am doomed to do so, after
ten years of every kind of misfortunes, it shall be the complement. Then, if your
Honour’s charity forget’me, I beg to have a passport to go where I can get bread;
I really cannot remain longer confined without a subsistence.

I have the honour to be, with the most profound respect, Honourable Sir and
Sirs, your most obedient and most humble servant,

Bimlipatam, 13th Sept. 1793. (signed) J. Martin.

(Enclosure.)
The Honourable the President and select committee, having directed Mr. Martin,

the surgeon at Asker, shall remove, and remain at Bimlipatam during the present
war with France, you are therefore required to signify to him their pleasure respecting
such removal; and that it is an act of necessity, and not meant to reflect disgrace
upon his character; his pay will be continued to him, and he is accordingly autho-
rized to draw it in future from the factory ofVizagapatam.

(A true copy.) (signed) MM. Williams. R. Maunsell. T. Oakes.
2gth August 1778.

[No Minute on the foregoing papers.]

Extract of a Letter in the Political Department, from the Court of Directors
to the Governor and Council of Fort St. George, dated 19th Feb. 1794.
Letter from, dated 2d May 1793 (41 a 46.). Recovery of a French Brig

that had been piratically seized.
42.—We approve of your: proceedings relative to the piratical seizure of the

French brig. The circumstances respecting the natives of Ganjam, to the number
of 180, being clandestinely embarked at the Dutch settlement of Bim Panel.

estine
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destined for slavery at the Isle of France, has filled us with the deepest concern.

We rely upon the continuance of your exertions for putting an end to a practice
which is so repugnant to every feeling of humanity and justice. We observe, by

your consultations of the 1st of April last, that the government of Bombay have
ordered an inquiry to be made into the conduct of the commander and noqueda of
the Surat ship, Futty Islaum, who appear to have been the purchasersof the French
brig, though they were previously acquainted with the circumstances by which she
fell into the hands of the Malays, but we have not yet been advised of the result.
We likewise observe upon the proceedings the names of Captain Macalister and
Captain Caird, as being the purchasers from the Malays of the stores belonging to
the French brig. We know not to what presidency these persons belong, but the

strictest inquiry must be made into their conduct, for having made such purchases

under circumstances which no plea can possibly justify.

An Exrracr from the Fort St. George Public Consultations, the 29th August

1794, relative to a charge of Pagodas 124. 32. defrayed by the Company, for

the maintenance, &c. of Seven Girls who were released from Slavery by the

Sitting Magistrate of Fort St. George, and returned to their families at Ongole.

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations ; 29th August 1794.

The secretary lays before the board an account of the maintenance, clothing, &c.

of seven girls, whom the sitting magistrate had ordered, upon their being offered for

sale, to be returned to their families at Ongole.

Ordered, That the amount, being 124. 32. Pagodas, be discharged by the civil

paymaster general.

Pavers relative to a Claim upon the East India Company, preferred by the
Captors of the Molucca Islands, for the value of certain Government Slaves,

found attached to the Parks of Nutmegs, when those Islands were conquered
in the year 1801.

Extract of a Letter in the Public Department, from the Governor in Council
of Fort St. George to the Court of Directors ; dated 15th October 1801.

Par. 256.—The agents for the captors of the Molucca Islands having presented
an unexpected demand on the Company, for the value of the slaves found to be
attached to the Parks of Nutmegs, at the time of the conquest of those Islands, we
have appointed the accountant general and the deputy military auditor general, to

be a committee for the investigation of the claim.

Extract Fort St. George Military Consultations; 8th September 1801.

Kon the following Letter from the agents and substituted attorney of Lord
eith.

To the Right honourable Lord Clive, Governor in Council, &c. &c. &c.

My Lord :—The property and papers belonging to the prize concerns of Amboyna
and Banda, having been placed under our charge by Lord Keith, and as we are,

in consequence, extremely anxious to bring all the accounts of those islands to a
conclusion, we have the honour to furnish you with Mr. Farquhar’s return, No. 1.
of the Park slaves belonging to the captors of the island of Banda, on each respective

Park, on the 8th March 1796, being males and females 1713, and No. 2. a

return of those on the island of Amboyna, 17th February 1796, also the property

of the captors.
No. 8.—Is our account against the honourable Company on behalfof the captors

fot these claims, and which we trust your Lordship will order to be discharged ; the
slaves being estimated at the same price the Company paid for those found in the

Fort of Bandernira. We have, &c. &c.

(signed) Thomas Chase, | Agents and substituted attornies to

John Chinnery, } Lord Keith.
Madras, 28th August 1801.
Resolved, That the accountant general and deputy military auditor general, be

appointed a committee for the purpose of examining the above demand on the

Company, and that a copy of the letter, with its enclosures, be transmitted to them

accordingly.
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Extract Fort St. George Military Consultations; 10th September 1801.

Sent the following letters to Robert Woolf, Esq. Accountant General, and
Captain P. Bruce, Deputy Military Auditor General.

Gentlemen :—I am directedto acquaint you, the Right honourable the Governor
in Council has been pleased to appoint you to be a committee for the purpose of
examining the demand made in the enclosed letter, and its enclosures, on the
Honourable Company, by the agent and substituted attorney of Lord Keith, on ac.
count of certain articles said to be purchased for the use of this government from

Iam, &c.
(signed) J. Webbe, Chief Sec’ to Govt.

Fort St. George, 10th Sept. 1801.

Extract Fort St. George Military Consultations ; 22d December 1801.

Read the following report of the Committee appointed to investigate the claims
preferred on the behalf of the captors of the Molucca Islands.

(Extract.)

Sir :—We have had the honour to receive your letter of 27th November, com-
municating to us the opinion of the Right honourable the Governor in Council,
that he considers the slaves employed on the island of Banda are the property of
the parkholders on that island, and that the captors of the Molucca Islands, con-
not consequently, have any claim against the Company on that account.
We have accordingly proceeded to examine into the other demands. The second

preferred by the constituted attornies of Lord Keith, is for the price of 63 quarter
slaves at Amboyna (as specified in the paper marked A.), charged at the rate of
50 rix-dollars each, amounting to 3,150 rix-dollars, or 1,575 star Pagodas; upon
which we have to observe, that as this claim is not supported by any voucher or
acknowledgment whatsoever, to shew that these slaves were the public property of
the Dutch at the time of the capitulation, and had been delivered over by the cap-
tors or their agents to any of the Honourable Company’s servants, warranted to
receive them; we cannot, therefore, in consequence of this material point being
unsubstantiated, take upon ourselves to recommend the discharging it.
We do ourselves the honour to return enclosed, the papers which accompanied the

Chief Secretary’s letter to us of 10th September last. Wehave, &c.

(signed) Rob. Wood. P. Bruce.
Fort St. George, 15 Dec. 1801.

The following draft of a reply to Messrs. Chase and Co. is read and approved.

To Messrs. Chase, Chinnery and M‘ Douall.

(Extract.)
The Right honourable the Governor in council having taken into consideration

the report of a Committee, appointed by his Lordship in council to. investigate the
claims stated in your letter of the 28th August last, on the behalf of the captors of
the Molucca Islands, I am directed to communicate to you his Lordship’s deter-
mination on the different points.
As it appears from the information which has been stated to the Governor in

council, with regard to the consideration of the slaves employed on the Island of
Banda, that those slaves were the property of the individual parkholders on that
island, his Lordship in council does not consider the captors to have any claim
against the British Government on that account.
With respect to the claim for the value of slaves on the Island ofAmboyna, amount-

ing to 1,575 pagodas, as no documents have been produced to establish the fact of
those slaves having been the property of the Dutch government, or of their having
been transferred on the surrender of Amboyna to the charge of the representatives
of the honourable Company, it is impossible for the Governor in council to pass
a final decision on that claim, until it shall be established by more sufficient proof.

Fort St George, 23d December 1801. I am, &c..

(signed) G. Buchan, Sec’ to Gov'.

Ordered, that Mr. Woolfe and Captain Bruce be informed that their proceedings
have been approved.
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Extract of a Letter from the Governor in Council of Fort St. George to the
Court of Directors in the Military Department; dated 17th February
1802.

Par. 60.--Your Honourable Court was informed, in our last dispatch, of the
claim which had been preferred against the Company, on the behalf of the captors
of the Molucca Islands, for property stated to have been captured on those Islands.

Par. 61.—At our consultation of the 22d December last, we took into considera-
tion the report of the Committee, (consisting of the Accountant General and Deputy
Military Auditor General), which we had appointed for the purpose of investigating
the grounds of the demand, and we beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to our
minutes, for the resolutions which we passed on the charges inserted in the account,
amounting to the total sum of 46,582: 21. star pagodas.

Par. 62.—The most material of those charges, was for the value of slaves em-
ployed on the island at Banda, estimated at 44,400 pagodas. But as it appeared
from the information which we were enabled to obtain regarding the condition of
h ose slaves, that they were considered. not to be the property of the Dutch Govern-
ment, but of the individual parkholders on Banda, we informed the agents for the
captors, that we could not, under those circumstances, consider them to have any
claim against the British Government on that account.

Extract of a Letter in the Military Department, from the Governor in Council of
Fort St. George, to the Court of Directors; dated 17th October 1804.

Par. 370.—We had the honour of reporting in our letter from the Military De-
partment, of the 17th February 1802, the result of an inquiry which had been
instituted on the subject of a claim which had been preferred on behalf of the captors
of tne Molucca Islands, for the value of slaves employed in the spice plantations on
the Island of Banda.

Par. 371.—Having received from the agent for the prize property taken at the
Moluccas, a further representation on that subject, it has become necessary for us
to re-assemble the committee formerly appointed for the investigation of the claim,
and we have nominated the present Accountant General to be a member of the com-
mittee, in lieu of his predecessor in office.
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Par. 372.—Your Honourable Court will observe, on referring to the agent’s letter Cons. 28th Aug.g
recorded in our minutes, that the revival of the application is founded on additional
proof which he had not before produced, as it will rest with the committee which
has been appointed, to report the extent to which they may consider that proof to be
satisfactory;but you may be assured, that our decision on a case which will be liable
to involve a considerable public expenditure, will be regulated with every practicable
degree of caution.

Extract Fort St. George Military Consultations, 28th August 1804.

Read the following Letter from J. Chase, Esq. Agent for the prize property taken
at the Moluccas, to the Right honourable Lord William Bentinck, Governor in
Council, &c. &c., 20th August 1804.

My Lord:—The subject of my present address was submitted to government, by
desire of Lord Keith, the trustee to the Crown for the prize booty of Amboyna and
Banda, so far back as August 1801, since which period I have been endeavouring to
obtain the most substantial documents in support of the claim I then instituted on
behalf of the captors of those islands.

In order that your Lordship may not have the trouble of referring to your own
proceedings on this occasion, I annex a copy of my first letter, with your secretary's
answer, a copy of my letter of recent date, to his Excellency Admiral Rainier, and .
his answer thereto.

I solicit your Lordship’s attention to my letter to Admiral Rainier, upon the
Subject of the slaves found on those islands, and as the arguments there stated are,
in the Admiral’s opinion (vide his letter) not to be disputed, and with the hope they
will make the same impression upon your Lordship, I inclose the returns of the

slaves, countersigned by the resident, accompanied with my bill for the value of them,
which in behalf of the captors, I trust your Lordship will order to be discharged,
with interest from the period the islands were taken from the Dutch; I have in-
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cluded in the bill a small sum for brass weights, the property of the Dutch com-
pany at the time of capture, and delivered up by the captors to the Honourable
Company's servants at the four stations at which they were found.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) T. Chase,

Agent for Lord Keith for the capture of the Moluccas.
Madras, 20th August 1804.

From Messrs. Thomas Chaseand John Chinnery, agents and substituted attornies
to Lord Keith :

To the Right honourable Lord Clive, Governor in Council, &c. &c.
28th August 1801.

My Lord :—The property and papers belonging to the prize concerns of Amboyna
and Banda having been placed under our charge by Lord Keith, and as we are in
consequence extremely anxious to bring all the accounts of those islands to a con-
clusion, we have the honour to furnish you with Mr. Farquhar’s return, N* 1. of the
park slaves, belonging to the captors of the island of Banda, on each respective
park, on the 8th March 1796, being males and females, 1,713, and N° 2. are-
turn of those on the island of Amboyna, 17th February 1796, also the property of
the captors.

N° 8.—Is our account against the Honourable Company, on behalf of the captors
for these claims, and which we trust your Lordship will order to be discharged, the
slaves being estimated at the same price the Company paid for those found in the

Fort of Bandenna. We have the honour to be, &c. &c.
(signed) Thomas Chase, —John Chinnery,

. Agents and substituted attornies to Lord Keith.
Madras, 28th August 1801.

From G. Buchan, Esq. Secretary to Government, to Messrs. Chase, Chinnery
and M‘Douall, dated 23d December 1804.

g¢ taken intoGentlemen :—The Right honourable the Governor in council having
consideration the report of a committee appointed by his Lordship in council, to
investigate the claims stated in your letter of the 28th August last, on the behalf of
the captors of the Molucca Islands, I am directed to communicate to you his Lord-
ship’s determination on the different points.
As it appears from the information which has been stated to the Governor in

council, with regard to the condition of the slaves employed on the island of Banda,
that those slaves were the property of the individual parkholders on that island, his
Lordship in council does not consider the captors to have any claim against the British
government on that account.

With respect to the claim for the value of slaves on the Island of Amboyna,
amounting to 1,575 Pagodas, as no documents have been produced to establish the
fact of those slaves having been the property of the Dutch government, or of their
having been transferred, on the surrender of Amboyna, to the charge of the
representatives of the Honourable Company, it is impossible for the Governor in
council to pass a final decision on that claim until it shall be established by more
sufficient proof; and as the same doubt exists in regard to the claim for brass
weights in store at Amboyna, valued at 1,036. 21. Star Pagodas; the Governor in
council is also under the necessity of postponing a determination on that point.

I am, &c. &c.
(signed) G. Buchan, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 23d December 1804,

(A true copy.) (signed) T. Chase.

From Thomas Chase, Esq. to His Excellency Vice Admiral Rainier, &c. &c.
dated 5th July 1804.

Sir :—On Monday last I had the honour to converse with you upon the corres-
pondence I have had with this government upon my claims on behalf of the captors
of Amboyna and Banda, for payment for the slaves that were found upon those two
islands when they were taken by the forces under your Excellency’s command.

rom
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From every information I can obtain, it appears that the committee appointed by Fort St. George
overnment to investigate into my claims for the captors, did not seek for that com- Papers:

munication it was in their power to obtain, or they never would have reported that State of Slavery
the slaves at Banda were the property of the individual parkholders, and that in company’s
consequence of that report the government deemed the captors claim inadmissible. . ey

I request your Excellency will honour me with your sentiments on that point, as
Iperceive in the 3d article between the English commissioners and those of the
Batavian republic for giving up Banda, under date the 12th March 1803, that in

conformity to the 13th article of the convention agreed upon by Colonel James
Oliver, commanding the British forces at the Moluccas, and the commissioners on
the part of the Batavian republic, as far as they are applicable to Banda and its
dependencies, expressly stipulated to deliver over to the commissioners of the
Batavian republic all the slaves that are in the “ Honourable Company’s quarters
“ and parks at Nura, Great Banda and Pulecay, at the rate of 25 rix-dollars per
“head, that the park-keepers shall be called upon to declare, that the slaves men-
“ tioned in the lists they have given in, belong to their individual parks, and are the
“ property of the Honourable English East India Company.”
A stronger circumstance cannot be produced, to substantiate the captors claims

for payment for the slaves the English East India Company have sold and been
paid for these slaves; and on my applying to Colonel Oliver to know why they
were sold so cheap, his answer was, that two-thirds of the slaves at Banda were
deemed by a committee worn out and superannuated, and children, and that from
that circumstance Captain Kearsbury, one of the commissaries on behalf of the
English, as given up at Banda, had reported to him, they could not fetch a higher
price than 25 rix-dollars per head. .
From the time of taking Banda to its restitution, these slaves were worn out in

the service of the English Company, and it is but reasonable they should pay the
captors what in my claim was deemed at the time areasonable charge, 50 rix-dollars
per head; and as I possess Mr. Farquhar’s official acknowledgment and receipt
for 1,713 slaves at Banda, and 63 at Amboyna, I shall, on being favoured with
your sentiments about the property of the slaves, apply again to government for

payment. I have the honour to be, &c.
Madras, 5th July 1804. (signed) Thos. Chase.

(A true copy.) (signed) I. Chase.

From Peter Rainier, Esq. to Thomas Chase, Esq. 27th July 1804.
Sir:—In answer to your letter of 5th instant, respecting claims of the captors at

the value of the Banda slaves at the capture of that island, I am of opinion it is in-
contestible, as they were actually the property of the Dutch company, and not the
parkiniers, I have no documents to refer to concerning it, that I know of, having
never conceived the captors claims could have been disputed; ro stronger proof,
however, could be adduced than the circumstance you have quoted of Colonel
Oliver having received payment for all that were serviceable from the Dutch com-
missaries appointed to receive the island from that officer, in consequence of the
Treaty of Amiens, who would have paid no regard to his demand of payment of
the value of the slaves, if they had not been well assured they were the property
of the Dutch company, and not the parkiniers, atthe surrender of that island, and
its dependencies, of His Majesty’s arms.
Should the Right honourable the President in council of Fort St. George still

dispute the claims of the captors to the property in question, which is hardly to be
credited, but from the inadvertence you have noticed, they may acquire the fullest
information on the subject from Mr. Farquhar, one of their servants, at present
Lieutenant Governor of Prince of Wales Island, a gentleman, who, during his re-
sidence at Banda as the Honourable Company’s principal civil servant, and being
well versed in the Dutch language, indefatigably exerted himself to become ac-
quainted with all the regulations of the Dutch company at that island, and the
rest of the Moluccas, as well from an attentive perusal of the records, as from con«
versing with the principal Dutch East India Company’s servants on those points,
then on the spot. I remain, &c.

. (signed) Peter Rainier.
Trident, Backbay, Trincomaley, 27th July 1804.
Ordered, in consequence, That the committee formerly appointed for the inves-

tigation of claims connected with the capture of the Molucca Islands, be re-assem-
ed,and that they be furnished with the following instructions :—
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From G. Strachey, Esq. Secretary to Government, to Cecil Smith, Esq.

and Captain P. Bruce, 2ath August 1804.

Gentlemen :—The Right honourable the Governor in council having received

from the agent of the prize property, taken at the Moluccas, a further representa-

tion on the subject of the slaves captured at Amboyna and Banda, it has become

necessary for his Lordship in council to re-assemble the committee formerly ap.

pointed for the investigation of claims connected with the conquest of those islands,

and to nominate the present accountant general to be a member of the committee,

in lieu of his predecessor in office.

Iam directed to transmit to you a copy of the application which has been

received, and to desire that you will state your opinion, how far the claim advanced

by Mr. Chase on behalf of his constituent, to the property in question, has been

strengthened by the additional arguments adduced in support of it by that gentleman.

I am, &c.
(signed) G. Strachey, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 29th August 1804.

Extract Fort St. George Military Consultations, 5th December 1804.

Read the following letter from the prize agents for the captors of the Molucca
Islands.

To the Right honourable Lord William Bentinck, &c. &c. &c.

My Lord :—We had the honour of submitting to your Lordship’s consideration,

on the zoth August, the renewal of a claim upon government on behalf of the

captors of the Molucca Islands, for the value of a number of slaves, the public
property of the Dutch Company, when Banda last surrendered to the British forces,

and which were subsequently considered and employed as such by the English resi-

dent there, although we have hitherto been unsuccessful in establishing this fact to
the satisfaction of your Lordship in council, whereby the captors might be enabled
to realize their proportion of the prize booty.
Our last appeal to your Lordship conveyed the opinion of his Excellency Vice

Admiral Rainier on the subject, in whose apprehension there appeared to exist

no doubt whatever, as to the fair pretensions of the captors, agreeably to the state-
ment we had the honour of laying before government ; but his Excellency, in his

letter now in your Lordship’s possession, has considered, if any uncertainty should

be at all attached to the question, that Mr. Farquhar might be called upon. for fur-

ther elucidation of it, as being perfectly conversant with the circumstances of our
application.
The arrival of Mr. Farquhar at Madras, has given us an opportunity of adding

to the testimony of Admiral Rainier, and we take the liberty of inclosing (N° 1.)
the copy of a letter we have addressed to that gentleman, with his original letter in
reply to it (N* 2.), which we hope will be satisfactory to your Lordship in council,
and that the claim, agreeably to the documents which are, we understand, now be-
forea committee appointed to examine and report upon them, may have your Lord-
ship’s concurrence for liquidation. We have, &c.

(signed) Thomas Chase, | Prize Agents, and substituted
John Chinnery, J. Attornies to Lord Keith.

Madras, 26th November 1804.

To R. T. Farquhar, Esq. &c. &c. &c.

Sir :—In the year 1801 we had occasion to prefer a claim on the Right honour-
able the Governor in council, for the value of a considerable number of slaves

remaining on the Island of Banda, when the Moluccas came into thepossessionof

the British Government, and for which, being the acknowledged public property of

the Dutch Company, the captors have thought themselves entitled to remuneration.
Since that period, we have repeated our application to the government for pay-

ment of the demand, under what we have considered the best documents towards an

identification of these slaves as public property. Among them now before govern-
ment is your own official return of their numbers received into the Companys

employ.
Our last reference was accompanied by the copy of a letter we received from

Admiral Rainier on the subject, of which we take leave to submit the original for
your
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your inspection ; and we apprchend, without your further opinion upon it, we shall
not be enabled to realize the claim, to which the captors appear to have the fairest

pretension.
Werequest the favour of you, under these circumstances, to state to us for the

further information of the Right honourable the Governor in council, whether, from
the observations of your government to the eastward, you do not consider the claim
in question to be supported with propriety by the captors, and if in the affirmative,
(in order that it be brought before the Right honourable the Governor in council in
the most correct manner), whether, in your apprehension, the sum at which the
slaves are rated, viz. 50 rix dollars each, is not a fair and moderate valuation

for them. We have, &c.
Madras, 23d Nov. 1804. (signed) Tho Chase, Jn’ Chinnery,

Prize Agents and substituted Att”* to Lord Keith.

To John Chinnery, Esq.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, together
with its enclosure.
The Banda slaves alluded to in that letter were the Dutch company’s property,

and were employed by the Dutch, and subsequently by the English government, in
cultivating and curing the nutmeg trees and their produce.
The Dutch company would not have consented to pay for the slaves at the resti-

tution of the islands, if there had existed a shadow of doubt even on the subject of
their being public property.

I consider 50 rix-dollars a head for the Banda slaves, whom I frequently saw,
and mustered while deputy resident at Banda, to be a very moderate valuation, and
far below the expense of the purchase and transportation of those people from the
different islands in the eastern seas to Banda.

Madras, 24th Nov. 1804. I have, &c.
(signed) R. 7. Farquhar.

Resolved and ordered in consequence, that the following letter be dispatched.

To Cecil Smith, Esq. and Captain Bruce.

Gentlemen :—I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in council to
furnish, for your information and guidance, the enclosed copy of a letter from the
agents for the captors of the Molucca Islands, containing a further representation in

support of the claim already referred to your consideration, respecting the slaves

taken at Banda.

Fort St. George, 6th Dec. 1804. I am, &ec.
(signed)  G. Strachey, Sec’ to Gov'.

Extract, Fort St. George, Military Consultations; the 21st Dec. 1804.

Read the following letter from the Committee for investigating the claims of the
captors of the Molucca Islands.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.
Sir :—Wehave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the

29th August and 6th December 1804, with their several enclosures, respecting the

claims preferred by the agent of Lord Keith, &c.
2.—We delayed making our report upon the subject referred to us, as the arrival

of Mr. Farquhar was daily looked for, from whom we have reason to expect the
most accurate information upon this point.
3-—Upon the arrival of that gentleman, application was made to him, when he

mentioned having received a similar application from the agents for the prize money,

to whom he had given a written reply containing his opinion.
4.—The letter Mr. Farquhar alluded to was that (copy) which accompanied your

letter of the 6th instant, and in which Mr. Farquhar unequivocally states it, ashis
opinion, that the slaves were considered as public property ; thereby confirming the
strong argument before used by the prize agent (and adverted to in Admiral Rainier’s
letter) of the Dutch commissary having accounted for them as public property when
the islands were delivered up.
5.—The circumstance of their being considered as public or private property ap-

peared to be the only question for discussion previous to reporting upon the claim;
125, an

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.

—_-—_~/



546 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

Fort St. George and as that point appears to us now clearly proved by the best information that can at
Papers: present be obtained, we shall proceed to give our sentiments upon the other points,

State of Slavery 6.—Mr. Farquhar’s receipt appears for 1,713 slaves at Banda, specifying their
in Company * sex, age, &c. and for 63 at Amboyna, all stated to be middle-aged.
nena, 7.—Upon reference to the former account current of the prize agents, it appears

that slaves upon two of the parks included in the present charge, viz. those of Everts
and Laulang, were paid for by government in the sum of 3,250 rix dollars, which
must in consequence be deducted from the present demand.
8.—The same account exhibits a difference of rate in charging for the slaves who

had arrived at what might be termed a middle age, and the children; the former
being charged at 50 and the latter at 20 rix dollars only; we are of opinion a similar
distinction should be observed in the present charge.
g.—In estimating what should be termed children, we have taken the age of ten

and under, considering that slaves arrived at that age were likely to be, upon an
average, as valuable a property as any which could be purchased.
10.—We are of opinion, that a further distinction should be made in price, viz.

for those who were beyond a certain age; and that to allow for them the same as
children, will be an equitable arrangement.

11.—In considering this point, we have thought the age of 50 and upwards, as
a fair period of division between middle-aged and old.

12.—The slaves thus divided, should, we are of opinion, be classed under the
denomination of young, middle-aged, and old.
13.—The division applies only to the slaves of Banda; those at Amboyna having,

as we have before stated, all of them been acknowledged by Mr. Farquhar as middle-
aged.
”14.—We have a further objection to offer to the agents bill, viz. the rate of ex-

change, which they have made at 15 Spanish dollars per 10 pagodas, an exchange
which might have been allowable to the eastward, where it was an object to procure
money almost upon any terms, but which does not appear to us to have any foun-
dation here, where the value of the Spanish dollar is 163 per to star pagodas, at
which rate, we are of opinion, the present charge should be made.

15.—Receipts for brass weights appear only to the extent of 1,973% lbs. instead
of 2,073 lbs. making a difference of ggi lbs.; we are of opinion, that the 1,9734
should be admitted, but as to the rate at which they are charged, we have no means
ofjudging; the whole charge of weights however being butatrifle, it is not perhaps
of much importance.

16.—Should the Right honourable the Governor in council approve of our sug-
gestions, the amount due to the agent will stand as follows: R. D*.

For 1,382 middle-aged Banda slaves, at 50 rix dollarseach - 69,100

150 old Bendad®, - - - - a' 20d - - = 3,000
181 youngd® - - - - - - ad* - - - 3,620

 

Total - - - Rix dollars 75,720
Deduct for 77 slaves in the parks of Evert and Lautang at Banda,
who have been paid for by the Honourable Company in the
year1798 - = - yee - "3,250

—wet

72,470

1,636 slaves, amounting to rix dollars, at four rix dollars
for three Spanish, are 54,352 Spanish dollars, at 16. 8.
per 10 pagodas, are - - star pagodas + 33,192 15 31

63 middle-aged Amboyna slaves, at 50 rix dollars each,
are 3,150 rix dollars at d°, are 2,632 Spanish dollars
at d°, are - - - - - star pagodas - 1,442 31 33

1,973# lbs. of brass weights, at 1 rix dollar each, are
1,973 rix dollars at d°, 1,480 Spanish dollars at d° - 903 37 40

 

Star pagodas - - - 35,539 — 24

 

_17.-——The sum charged by the agent was 45,436.21 pagodas, making a difference
with the above, of 9,897.20.56.

18.—We
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18.—We cannot close this report without noticing the remark in Mr. Chase’s
letter tv Admiral Rainier, when, in stating the report of the former committee, he
asserts, “ that they did not seek for that communication it was in their power to
obtain, or they never would have reported that the slaves upon the Island of Banda
were the property of the individual park holders.”
19.—-On reference to the report of the former committee, under date 26 September

1801, we doubt not that it will eppear evident to his Lordship in council, that they,
in order to obtain information, availed themselves not only of every document
furnished by the agent and constituted attorney of Lord Keith, but also examined
Mr. Brounker, formerly secretary to Admiral Rainier, the person whom they con-
sidered as best able to give information on the point respecting the slaves at Banda
being public or private property; and that upon mature consideration, they gave it
as their opinion, that the former was not satisfactorily substantiated ; but they did
not report, as the constituted attorney has stated, that “‘ the slaves upon the Island
of Banda were the property of the individual park holders.”
20.—We are of opinion if there were other sources of information tending to

corroborate the claims of the agents, it was their duty to have produced them, and
not that of the former committee to search after them. We are, &c.

Fort St. George, 15th Dec. 1804. (signed) Cecil Smith.  P. Bruce.

Ordered in consequence, That the following letters be dispatched.

To the Accountant General and Civil Auditor.

Sir:—The committee appointed to investigate the claims preferred on the behalf
of the captors of the Molucca Islands, having submitted their final report on the
subject of the slaves, &c. captured at Amboyna and Banda; I am directed by the
Governor in council to transmit to you, a copy of their report, and to desire that
you will give authority for the payment to Messrs, Chase and Chinnery of the sum
of star pags. 35,539. 0. 24. being the amount to which his Lordship considers the
captors to be entitled. I have, &c

Fort St. George, 22d. Dec. 1804. G. Buchan, Chief Sec. to Gov‘,

To Messrs. Chase and Chinnery, Prize Agents, and substituted Attorney to
Lord Keith.

Gentlemen :—The committee to whom it was deemed to be proper to refer the
claim preferred by you, in your letters of the 20th August and 26th Nov. last, on
account of the captors of the Molucca Islands, having submitted their final report;
Ihave been directed by the Right honourable the Governor in council, to enclose
a copy of that report for your information, to acquaint you, that his Lordship in
council has been pleased to resolve, That the sum of star pagodas 35,539. 0. 24. shall
be paid on the account of the captors, agreeably to the recommendation of the
committee. Iam, &c.

(signed) G. Buchan, Chief Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 22d December 1804.

Extract, Fort St. George Military Consultations, the 22d January 1805.

Read the following letter from the agents for the captors of the Molucca Islands.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir :—We are favoured with your letter, enclosing the report of the committce
upon our claim for payment on account of the captors for the slaves and brass
weights taken at Amboyna and Banda; and informing us an issue of cash to the
amount of their statement, pagodas 35,539. 0. 44. would be made accordingly, on
application at the treasury.
We beg the favour of you, to represent to the Right honourable the Governor in

council, that as the sum is acknowledged to be the property of the captors, we hope
his Lordship will deem it equitable and reasonable to allow an interest -upon that
money from the date of our first application, 28th August 1801, to the day of pay-
ment; particularly as the delay that has intervened did not arise from our want of
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documents to substantiate the claim, but from the wish of the gentlemen forming the

committee to examine into the justness of it, to have a personal interviewwith

Mr. Farquhar, the Governor for the time being of the Moluccas.
We have, &c.

Madras, 5th January 1805. (signed) Chase, Chinnery, & M‘Dowal,

Ordered, That the following reply be dispatched,

To Messrs. Chase & Co.

Gentlemen :—The Right honourable the Governor in council has taken into con-
sideration your letter of the 5th instant, and having resolved that you are entitled to
the claim which you have advanced for interest on the sum of star pagodas
35,539- 0. 44. acknowledged to be due to you on account of slaves and other public
property captured at Amboyna and Banda; I am directed to inform you, that orders
have been given to the accountant general, for authorizing interest on that sum, to
be paid to you at the rate of 8 per cent. from the date of your application to the
Governor in council, in the year 1801, to the present period. 1 am, &c.

(signed) G. Strachey, Sec. to Gov'.

Fort St. George, 23d January 1805.

An Extract from a Letter addressed by R. Richards, Esq. Principal Collector
at Tellicherry, to the Board of Revenue; dated the 31st August 1803,
relative to the means of preventing a revival of the Slave Trade.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George,
dated 22d September 1803.

Extract of a Letter from R. Richards, Esq. Principal Collector at Telli-
cherry, to the Resident and Members of the Board of Revenue; dated
gist August 1803.

16.—Seventhly.—In the Custom-house regulations,* prepared by the joint
Bengal and Bombay Commissioners, there is a “ strict probibition against the ex-
portation of slaves. The penalty annexed to it, is a fine of 250 rupees for each
offence, and the parties concerned prohibited carrying on any trade whatsoever, or
the ship or vessel to which the said offenders belong, trading or obtaining a clearance
until the fine be paid.”

" 17.—The export slave trade, in former times, was principally encouraged and

supported by the French and Dutch. If they ever return it will be revived, unless
the most active and vigilant exertions are made to prevent it. Children were
frequently stolen, and full grown persons carried off by force to be ultimately sold
to the foreign traders above mentioned. The rights of humanity require that the
punishment of such offences be always exemplary.

Parenrs relative to the Daerds, a description of slaves in Canara, and to their
enlisting into the Company's military service; 1801.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, the
2oth August 1801.

Extract, Letter from J. G. Ravenshaw, Esq. Collector in the Southern Divi-

sion of Canara, to W. Petrie, Esq. President, and Members of the Board of
Revenue; dated 7th August 1801.

15th.—By far the greatest part of the slaves employed in agriculture are the
Daerds, of and in the whole of whom there are various descriptions and pro-
perties; no order was ever given for their being included in the registers; the
whole number of them, by the population statement, is 52,022, men, women, and
children; of which number there are in the Baincoor talook, 5,894; the number
belonging to every landlord shall hereafter, as desired, be entered in the registers.
As the property of these people may be known to few, from there being few of the
same caste in any other part of India, and as their customs may be deemed worthy
of record, I shall here mention them. There are three distinctions; the Moor-

- Gaul,
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daul, Mogare or Magor, and Mavey Daerd; the two former differ from the latter
in the way of food, thus,—neither of them will eat the flesh of a cow or bullock; or
go neat the place where one has died or been killed, till the carcase is removed;
the Mavey Daerd, though he will not kill the animal, will eat its flesh after it is
dead. If one dies at the house of a Moondaul or Mogare, a Mavey is sent for to
remove the carcase. In the Moondaul and Mayer sects, property descends from
uncle to nephew; a father gives up his children to their uncle. In the Mogare
sects, property descends from father to son. A Mogare and Moondaul will eat
together, though it is not common; if, however, they do, the form of taking away
the dishes or pans they eat out of, washing and returning them clean to the party
who gives the repast, is invariably observed. They never intermarry by consent;
but if a Moondaul runs away with a Mogare, and marries or defiles her, the latter
sect assemble, call on the Moondaul, and after reprimanding him for the crime he
has committed, make him pay a fine for the offence, and give a repast to the whole
party; when they have eat of which, the Mogare is considered as having zclinquished
her caste, and being made over to the Moondaul by it, to become a member of her
husband’s sect. Neither of these sects associate with the Mavey Deard.
Of the Moondaul Deard, in respect of service:—If a man goes to a landlord or

other person, and says he wants to marry through his interests; if the person con-
sents, he gives him from three to four pagodas to pay the expense of the ceremony;
the Daerd, as soon as married, brings his wife to his landlord’s house, and both are
bound to serve him and his heirs as long as the husvand lives. The landlord is
considered as bound to give the man two cloths, each five cubits in length; and the
woman two, each of eight cubits length, one to cover the lower and one the upper
part of their frame, per annum; the estimated expense of which is one and a half
rupees; the man is to receive one and a half, and the woman one hami of rice per
diem, besides one mora of rice per annum between them; this last allowance is
called “ mogu.” This coupie have no claim over any children they may have born;
they are the exclusive property of their uncle, but if he agrees to their remaining
with their father till they are grown up, and their father consents to keep them, this
may be done; and if, when grown up, their father’s owners give the males money
to marry, they are bound to serve him and his heirs as long as they live. If, how-
ever, their uncle does not agree to their remaining with their father when young, he
takes them, and his master pays them according to the work they do, As to the
daughters, if their uncle agrees they may remain with their father till some person
comes with their uncle’s consent to ask them in marriage, they are then given up,
and bound to serve their husband's owner. In the event of the husband’s death,
his master has no right whatever over the mother and children, who become the
property of, or for whom the children’s uncle is bound to provide, and they are
bound to serve his master if he has work for them. If a man wants to marry a
second time, his master supplies him with money ; in consideration, however, of
this extra expense, he stops the “ moger,” or allowance of one mora of rice per
annum. A man receives no daily allowance for himself and family during his
master’s harvest, but in lieu thereof, he gets an eleventh part of as much grain as
is cut, threshed, and stacked, by the whole of them; when this work is done, they
receive their daily subsistence as usual. This sect may be called a life property
on the male side; they are never sold, though they sometimes mortgage themselves.
Ifa man who has no owner is distressed for money, he will borrow of some person,
whom he will agree to serve till he repays the amount; their owners may also
Mortgage them in the same way.
16.—Of the Mogare or Magor Daerds, in respect to service :—-They are bought

and sold, and thence they and their male heirs are bound to serve their master and
his heirs for ever. Females remain with their fathers till married, after which his
owner has no claim on them; they become the property of their husband’s master.
The average price of a man and his wife, if purchased together, is from four to five
pagodas. The ceremony of purchasing them is this ;—the buyee gives the buyer
Some water in a cocoa-nut, or some vessel, which, if the buyer is of an equal caste
with him, he drinks off, and gives to the Daerd the rest; if not, he puts a small
prece of earth in the water, and gives it the Deard, who drinks a little, and pours
the rest on two trees, a cocoa-nut, and a jack, or situated on a
small piece of land, which is pointed ‘out to him at the time, and which he is
assured is to be his property; thus the bargain is concluded. These Mogairs re-
celve the same daily allowance of rice and cloth the Moondauls do, but they get no
annual allowance, or “ mogn;” the piece of land and the two trees they get is
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supposed more than to equal this; and in addition to this, if their master can afford
‘it, he frequently gives them a bullock. The owner pays only as many of the family
as work for him. This sect are sometimes mortgaged, as well as sold.

16.—Of the Mauray Daerd, in respect to service :—If a person purchases a man

and woman of this sect, and marries them together, they and their male heirs are

bound to serve him and his heirs for ever; the purchaser pays the expense of the
marriage. If the man dies, and the woman marries again, the children she may
have by her new husband are all the property of her owner, by reason of his having
purchased the woman; but he has no claim whatever on the new husband. In

cases when these people are not purchased, but merely bind themselves to service,
on account of some person having paid the expense of their marriages, as the

Moondauls do, the same rules are observed as with them; but there are many of

these sects, who belonging, or being as it were an appurtenant to an estate, are

bought and sold therewith; they enjoy the same privileges and allowances as those
of the same sects who are purchased without an estate. The landlord can neither
sell or mortgage them, or can they, without the landlord’s consent, mortgage them-

selves or children.
17.—Many of the foregoing cases, an owner is only bound to give daily subsist-

ence to as many of the family of his Daerds as he employs; if he has more than he
requires, he may lend them out to other people, who pay him the mogu, or annual
allowance of one mora of rice, as a sort of quit-rent or acknowledgment that the
Daerd he employs belongs to him. Daerds cannot go to work for another person
without their owner’s consent, and they are bound to return whenever he may have
work for them. This, Gentlemen, is the result of an inquiry I was induced to
make into the customs of the people, in consequence of many complaints having
come before me, of Daerds being ill-treated by their masters. The little labour has
been amply repaid, from a conscientiousness of my having done justice to many of
them, which I should not have considered myself competent of doing, without a
knowledge of their manners and services.

18,.—Exclusive of the Daerds, there were another sect of slaves in Canara,
though, 1 believe, many of them are now free. Under the Biddenore government,
all illegitimate children, save those by dancing girls, were considered the property
of the circar, which took possession of, and sold them as slaves, to any person who
would purchase them; the number of this sort now is about 722; there are also
many slaves imported from Arabia.

Extract Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
gist August 1801.

Read the following letter from the Collector in the Southern Division of Canara.

Mr. George Garrow, Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue.

Sir :—An evil is taking root in Canara, if the growth of which is not very soon
checked, it will most materially affect the value of landed property, and the culti-
vation of the country.
2.—In my letter of the 8th instant to the Board, I had occasion to remark on and

detail the several sects of, and services performed by the Daerds; by whom, and
slaves of other sorts, nearly the whole cultivation of the country is carried on. An
estate, indeed, without a property in some of these people, would be of little value,
because day-labourers are not to be procured in this as in other countries.
3.—The questions I wish to submit to the Board, are, 1st. Whether it be politic to

allow the Daerds, whom I shall call “ conditional servants for life, or for ever,” to enlist
in any of the Company's corps; 2d. Whether there exists a right to recruit them;
3d. Whether it be politic to allow any description of slaves to enlist, without the
consent of, or their owners getting some remuneration for the loss of their services.

4.—Several landlords of Canara having suffered considerable loss from their
Daerds and slaves having enlisted without their consent, it is in their behalf I bring
this subject to the notice ofthe Board. Slavery has been defined to be, “ an obliga-
“ tion to labour for the benefit of the master, without the contract or consent of the
“ servant, the master at the same time having the right to dispose of him by sale,
“ or in any other way to make him the property of a third person.” That sect of
the Daerds, who are bought and sold, and who come nearest to the description of
slaves, differ from them in the following respects: 1st. Their service is conditional ;
a master, at the time of purchase, agrees to give them the usual allowance of th

cloth,
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cloth, &c.; if he fails, and refuses to do which, the Daerds are no longer bound to
serve him, and can recover the balances of allowance due to them and their children.
If the purchaser agrees to give the established allowances, the Daerds cannot refuse
to enter his service; but if from any real cause, they have a dread of their man,
the old master will generally, on being asked, keep them until he can get another
purchaser. A master cannot make atraffic of them; that is, he cannot put them
up to public sale, or transport them either by sea or land, to any place where there
are not people of their own caste, as which is confined to Canara; they can never
be sent out of the province; they can even refuse to be sold out of the man-
ganny in which they are born and bred. Such is their strong and rooted attach-
ment to the place of their nativity known, that no person ever thinks of purchasing
and taking one away to a distant place, even in the country; it seldom indeed
happens that they are ever bought or sold at more than twenty or thirty miles dis-
tance from the place of their birth. This sect of Daerds, therefore, and their chil-
dren, may, I conceive, be truly called “ conditional servants for ever.” Those of
the Maurey Daerds, who are attached to estates, have the same privilege as those
just mentioned, except, that in case of their landlord omitting to give them their
regular allowance of rice, &c. they cannot quit his lands; but on making a complaint,
they can recover their right, with damages. All other descriptions ofDaerds are “con-
« ditional servants on the male side for life ;” and in no case have they, so long as
their master feeds and clothes them according to usage, a right to leave his service.
Slavery is objected to, as being contrary to the fundamental principles of morality,
because both men and women, in that state it is said, are tempted to commit and ex-
cite others to crimes they would not do in a free state. Supposing even that the service
of the Daerds could be construed slavery, which in my opinion it cannot, the same
objection does not apply to it, because, with them, it is merely the custom of their
caste; and they are in general more constant and attached to their wives and family,
who live with them, than most other sects. So far, therefore, from conceiving there
can be any radical objection made to this kind of service, I am of opinion it is pro-
ductive of very important and political as well as moral good, and especially so,
because it is one of the soundest and most necessary props to the support and even
existence of that meritorious spirit of industry and agriculture, which the natives of
Canara are so peculiarly possessed of.

5.—-Concluding, therefore, that their right to the service of these people is good
and legal, what would be the consequence of depriving them of it? Have we the
right to do so? or, would it be politic if wehad ? Daerds being naturally petulant,
and somewhat indolent, frequently quarrel with their masters on most trifling occur-
rences, and leave them for a few days; in this state, and in the height of resent-
ment, several of them have enlisted, and their owners been unable to recover them.
Unless some orders on this subject are given, when once they have entered the
military service, they are gone, I may say, lost for ever; in that line they are of no
real use whatever, and it spoils them for any other; because I am convinced,
that people attached to their place of nativity as they are, will never leave the pro-
vince, and scarce ever the place they enlisted at, with any corps, or on any account
whatever, if they can possibly escape; though they may enlist, their wives and
family still remain with their owners; anda certainty of all the prize money a sol-
dier ever gained, would not, in my opinion, tempt them to leave them. A recent
instance of the Bombay grenadier battalion, on its march hence to Sedashgur,
losing, I believe, nearly all the recruits it got here, who were very numerous,
confirms me in opinion, that no ‘persons whatever, who have either land, or any
property in land, or any other concern in the country, whether as a servant bound
for life to a landlord, or as a-slave, should ever be allowed to enlist; theonly
persons, indeed, on whom any dependence whatever, as soldiers, is to be placed,
are the few remaining condacha and other peons, who were in Tippoo Sultan’s
service,
6.—If the recruiting of the Daerds or slaves, the property of the landlords, is

allowed to be continued, it will be the cause of every possible mischief towards
checking the prosperity of the country ; it will afford those descriptions of people
anasylum to fly to, whenever caprice or any trifling cause may tempt them to leave
their Master, who, as in that case they will never be able to command, to a cer-
tainty, hands to cultivate their estates, will foresee a train of new calamities
coming upon them, which they were not even labouring under in the /afe govern-
ment, and which all the advantages they have, or can gain by the present, will not
recompense. The very fabric of their agricultural system will be undermined; if
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which be the case, their attachment cannot longer be depended on any more than
can the troops raised by the property thus wrested from them.

7.——These reasons render the measure, in my humble opinion, in every respect im.
politic, supposing even we have the right to follow it, which I very much doubt; and
if that be the case, I conceive that every Daerd or other service person who has

already enlisted, should be discharged; or if that should not be thought proper,
that they should be legally purchased of their owners, and that no more hereafter
should be allowed to enlist; but as they may do this under false titles, and their
masters not know of it till some time afterwards, they should also, on the case being
proved to me, be released.

8.—If this evil is to be checked at all, no time should be lost in so doing; for

as there is an officer sent here from Bombay, purposely for recruiting, unless some
orders are given to prevent it, I expect every landlord in Canara will be a loser in
a very short time. lam, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
Mangalore, 12th August 1801. (signed) J. G. Ravenshaw, Collector.

MrnurE.—The circumstances stated by the collector of the southern division of
Canara, require, in the Board’s opinion, particular consideration, he has repre-
sented that serious injury will be sustained by the landholders of Canara, if their
slaves are permitted to enter the sepoy corps, and desert the lands which they and
their progenitors had cultivated for many generations.

It is observed by Mr. Ravenshaw, that where these people do enlist, they seldom
continue in the service, but almost invariably desert; in this point of view, it appears
ineligible that they should be allowed to enter the corps; but as it may be con-
‘sidered beyond the province of the Board to discuss the propriety of this measure in
a military point of view, or the policy of emancipating this class of people, they will
only observe, that the encouraging these slaves thus to desert their masters, would be
disturbing a property sanctioned to them by the usages of the country, and the
ordinances of their law ; and whilst it would be of no advantage to the army, it would
be of considerable detriment to the revenue, for not only in Canara, but in several
parts of India, it is this class of people who cultivate the soil, and on whose industry
the landholder depends for the payment of the dues of the Sirkar, and for the means
of his own support.

Agreed, therefore, to submit to government the propriety of interdicting those who
are employed in Canara in engaging recruits, from taking these people into the sepoy
corps ; at present, the Board conclude, considerable numbers ofmen. may be en-
listed in the Carnatic, from among those employed by the late nabob.

Extract, Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, 18th September 1801.

Extract of a Letter from the Board of Revenue, to the Right honourable
Edward Lord Clive, Governor in Council, dated oth September 1801.

6.—The collector of the southern division of Canara, has called our attention to
a circumstance, which in our minds, requires particular consideration ; he has re-
presented, that serious injury will be sustained by the landholders of Canara, if their
slaves are permitted to enter the sepoys corps, and desert the lands which they and
their progenitors had cultivated for many generations. .

7.—It is observed by Mr. Ravenshaw, that when these people do enlist, they
seldom continue in the service, but almost invariably desert; in this point of view,
it appears to us ineligible, that they should be allowed to enter the corps; but as
it may be considered beyond our province to discuss the propriety of this measure
in a military point of view, or the policy of emancipating this class of people; we

_Shall only observe, that the encouraging these slaves thus to cesert their masters,
would be disturbing a property sanctioned to them by the usages of the country,
andthe ordinancesof their law; and whilst it would be of no advantage, as we
imagine, to the army, it would be of considerable detriment to the revenue; for not
only in Canara, but in several parts of India, it is this class of people who cultivate
the soil, and on whose industry the landholder depends for the payment of the dues
of the Sirkar, and for the means of his own support.

8.—We therefore submit to your Lordship, the propriety of interdicting those who
are employed in Canara in engaging recruits, from taking these people into the sepoy
corps ; at present we conclude, considerable numbers of men may be enlisted in the.
Carnatic from. among thosc-employed by the late nabob.

Resolved
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Resolved to inform the Board. of Revenue, that the Board will hereafter take into
consideration the question of the policy of permitting the slaves in Canara to enlistin the sepoy corps.

Extract, Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, 1gth September 1801.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor in Council at Fort St. George, to
William Petrie, Esq. President, &c. Members of the Board of Revenue ;
dated 19th September 1801.

' »,—We shall take into consideration the question of the policy of permitting the
slaves in Canara to enlist in the sepoy corps.

A. D. 1802.—Regulation IT.
Extract from a Regulation for establishing and defining the jurisdiction of

the Courts of Adawlut, or Courts of Judicature, for the trial of Civil Suits
in the first instance, in the British Territories, immediately subject to the
Presidency of Fort St. George.

Section 4.—All natives and other persons, not British subjects, are amenable
to the jurisdiction of the Zillah courts.

Sec. 5.—-The Zillah courts are empowered to take cognizance of all suits and
complaints respecting the succession or right to real or personal property, land,
rents, revenues, debts, accounts, contracts, partnerships, marriage, caste, claims to
damages for injuries, and generally of all suits and complaints ofacivil nature, in
which the defendant may come within any of the descriptions of persons mentioned
in Section 4; provided the landed or other real property to which the suit or com-
plaint may relate shall be situated, or in all other cases, the cause of action shall
have arisen, or the defendant, at the time when the suit may be commenced, shall
reside as a fixed inhabitant, within the limits of the Zillah over which their juris-
diction may extend.

. A.D. 1802.—Regulation III.

Extract of a Regulation for receiving, trying and deciding Suits or Com-
plaints, declared. cognizable in the Courts of Adawlut established in the
several Zillahs, immediately subject to the Presidency of Fort St.George.

Sec. 16.—First. In suits regarding succession, inheritance, marriage and caste,
and all religious usages and institutions, the Mahomedan laws, with respect to Ma-
homedans, and the Hindoo laws with regard to Hindoos, are to be considered as
the general rules by which the judges are to form their decisions. The Mahomedan
and Hindoo law officers of the courts, are to attend to expound the law of their
respective persuasions, in cases in which recourse may be required to be had to it.

A Regulation for modifying certain parts of the existing Regulations respecting
the Duties leviable on imports and exports by sea, at the Port of Madras,
and at the several Ports in the Provinces subject to the authority of the
Government of Fort St. George. Passed by the Governor in council of
Fort St. George, on the 14th April 1812.

Fort St. George, Regulation II. of 1812.
Sec. 18, clause 14.—The exportation of slaves from Malabar is hereby strictly

prohibited. Persons by whom this rule may be infringed shall be liable to a fine of
250 rupees for each offence; and the parties concerned therein shall not be allowed
to carry on anytrade whatever, nor shall the ship or vessel to which the offenders
may belong obtain a port clearance until the fine be paid.

Sec. 19.—The provisions of this regulation, as applicable to Malabar, shall be
extended to the port and settlement of Cochin and its dependencies.

Papers relative to four Slaves imported at Calicut in 1810, and detained by the
Acting Collector of Customs at that place.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Trade at Fort St. George, in the
Custom Department; dated 8th November 1810.

Read thefollowing letter from the Collector of Customs in Malabar.

To thé President and Members of the Board of Trade.

Gentlemen :—1, TI beg leave to submit for your information and instructions, the
following statement :

125. 2.—On
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2.—On the night of 12th or 13th Kanny, Malabar month, five mapillas, by
name, Obielcandel Amod Cutty, Amod Parrakandel Badduen, Carridden, Cunky
Amod and Baneyambalata Moiden Cutty, inhabitants of Tellicherry, attempted at
Parperangaddy to embark someFae from a place where no goods are allowed to be
either exported or imported. nder the orders of the sheristadar of Tannore, under
whose direction the customs of Parparangaddy also fall, the custom house kalkars
stopped, and brought the smuggled merchandize to Tanore. _
3.—On their arrival at Tanore, four persons who were with the mapillas, com.

plained that they had been taken away against their consent, and that they were
slaves to those mapillas, who had bought them and brought them from Quilon,
A letter was written to that place, but no information could be procured respecting
these people. The merchandize which was seized is of course confiscated, as by
their being clandestinely embarked at an illegal hour, they fall under the head of
smuggled goods.
4.—The chief object of this reference regards the unfortunate people who have

been brought away from their country against their will, and wish to return to it,
The importation of slaves into the province of Malabar has not been prohibited by
any specific regulation ; but as from the general spirit of the regulations of govern-
ment, this species of traffic seems to be prohibited, I have refrained from delivering
them up, and have to request the orders of your Board as to their final disposal.
The depositions of the markans and peon, of the four slaves, of the mapillas them-
selves, and copies of letters from the sheristadar of Tanore accompany this (in N° 7.)

Calicut, 30th October 1810. I have, &c.
(signed) T. Warden, Collector.

To the Assistant Custom Collector, E. R. Sullivan, Esq. Calicut.

Sir :—~Agreeably to your orders of the 21st Kanny instant, (I received on the
2ad d°) I have made inquiries of the four slaves stopped at the custom house, which
were brought from Ceylon, by the Moplas of Tellicherry, whether they were formerly
slaves or free; to which they have particularly answered, which I now beg leave to
enclose for your information.

But, Sir, I most humbly beg leave to say, that since the day that these four per-
sons have been stopped here, their owners have not given them expenses; I under-
stand that they have gone to Calicut. It has obliged me to assist these four persons
with expenses for these ten days together; therefore, Sir, I hope you will take into
consideration, and permit me your leave, that I may send to Calicut these four
persons, as also the marcans and peon (if required) that stopped and brought to me
these four persons.

P Iam, &c.
(signed) M. Rodrigues, Sheristadar.

Tanore, Sea Custom House, 7th October, 1810.

To the Assistant Custom Collector, E. R. Sullivan, Esq. Calicut.

Sir:—I now send in the markans, Poomy and Thumber, and Shack Amod.
Respecting the information of the mapillas, I have inquired of the merchants here,
but none of them have any knowledge of those people; and that neither they are
related or concerned to those merchants correspondents at Tellicherry. Further,
the merchants here suspect that those mapillas must have had some clandestine
traffic, otherwise they should not have landed their things and the four persons,
none are stopped here, at ah open place very little distant from the custom house,
and there to have hired another toney to come at midnight at the other end to take
them ; therefore the merchants suspect that those four persons and the things must
have been intended for sale to the Arabs, whose vessels are about this time on this
side, for the Arabs would set any price on those four persons. ‘This is the

information I have now collected from the merchants of this place.

I am, &c. (signed) M. Rodrigues, Sheristadar.

Tannore, Sea Custom House, 11th October 1810.

Deposition of Shack Mahomed and Tumba, sepoy and marcan of the
Custom House at Tannore, dated 4th Tulam Malabar, year 986.

In the Malabar month 12 or 13 of Kanny, we do not recollect perfectly the day,
the Koma markan, under the pretext of going to Quilandy for the purpose of fish-

ing, brought his toney to the custom house for examination, and to be searched as
usual 5
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usual; accordingly the custom house people searched the toney, and permitted it to
go for fishing; buthe, instead of going to Quilandy for that purpose, carried and
kept the said toney in the south side of Parparangoddy, in a place where no goods
are permitted to be imported or exported; when the poomy marcan knew this, he

informed us, and we altogether went to the sheristadar, and told the particulars,

who ordered us to proceed immediately to Parparangoddy to the place where the

toney was kept, and to see whether any goods were smuggled, and should there be

any, to seize and bring them to Tannore; therefore, we three persons together, went
to some distance from the place where the toney was kept, and after midnight,
a little after twelve o’clock, we observed that four trunks, one bundle of mats, and

four slaves, were brought from the east to the beach, and put into the said toney;

then they launched the toney into the sea; by this time we approached them, and
seized the toney with these things, and put Thumben markan, and ordered him to
proceed to Tannore. ‘The other two, with the mapillas (owner of these goods),
went by land to Tannore, and in our way these mapillas offered us a present, on

condition that we should leave the toney and the goods, and put into our hands

two surat rupees, and ten silver fanams; and we, instead of refusing it, received this

money, and carried them all to Tannore, and informed the sheristadar of the cir-

cumstance, who ordered us to keep all these things, and the mapillas (owners of

the goods) at the custom house, and to keep the said four rupees with us as a
deposit until further order; and the contents of these trunks were unknown on that
day.
y (signed) Shack Mahomed, Sepoy, |Thumba, Markan.

Information given by Birah, Salamatty, Ayapen and Biman; Tannore, Sea
Custom House, 7th October 1810.

Birah, a woman of about eighteen years of age, of Tikenkolom, mopla caste, says,

that about two months ago her mother desired her to go and live with Talicherykar
Baddeon; and this Baddeon has brought her away to this side against her incli-
nation.

Salamathy, a woman of about thirteen years of age, of Tekenholom Karmapally
Deshom, of tier caste, says, that for distress of livelihood, her mother has kept her
at a man’s house of the Karmapally custom house, and this man has sold her to
Talicherry Kar Amod.
Ayapen (now Mirjan), a boy of about eight years of age, of Kayakolyam, says,

that he was sold by his father to Pokra Mopla, of Kayakolom; and Pokra has
desired him to go with these Talicherry Kar Moplas.
Biman (now Amod), a boy of about seven years of age, of Kayakolum, tier caste,

says, that about one month ago, Baddeon gave his mother two pagodas, and Bad-

deon carries him now to Tellicherry.

(A true copy.) (signed) E. R. Sullivan, Assistant Collector.

Deposition of Poomy Markan, of the Custom House at Tannore; dated

4th Tulam Malabar year 986.
The manchua boat, of Baddagarakarah Packy, was laden with different merchan-

dize from Tannore, and she sailed to Cochin on her return to Tannore; the
sheristadar directed me to go and search the said munchua, and see whether there
were any ‘goods on board; accordingly I went on board, and on examination of the
boat, I found in the sand (which was in the place where they put the ballast), the
mark of four trunks; I therefore asked the markan of the munchua where the
trunks were, the marks of which were visible, who replied at first, that he had not
brought any goods or trunks from Cochin; but as from the marks of the trunks,

Isuspected him, again saying,I will not believe what you say, because the marks
of the tranks appear in the sand. . He then privately told me, that he had embarked
on board his: munchua from the Cunjce Markar’s Jarratengel, four trunks -and four
slaves; and landed them between Kuttay and Vakatta. I immediately reported this
information to the sheristadar; afterwards, in the Malabar month, 12 or 13 Kanny
(I do not recollect properly the day), the koma markan, under the pretext of going

to Quilandy for fishing, brought his toney to the custom house, that it might be
examined and searched as usual; the custom house people having searched it, per-

mitted the toney to go for the purpose of fishing; but he, instead of going to

Quilandy for that purpose, carried and kept the said toney on the south side of

Parparangaddy, in a place where no goods are permitted to be imported or ex-
125, ~ ported,
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ported ; when this notice reached me, I thought that it must be some smuggling
business, otherwise the koma markan could have no reason for keeping his toney
at that place; I therefore reported this circumstance to the sheristadar, who ordered
me, Thumba, markan and Shack Mahomed, sepoy, to proceed immediately to
Perperangaddy to the place where the toney was, and to see whether any goods
were being smuggled, and that if there should be any, that they were to be seized and
brought to Tannore; therefore, we three persons together went to some distance
from the place where the toney was kept, and after midnight,a little after 12 o’clock,.
we observed that four trunks were brought down to the beach, as also one bundle
of mats and four slaves from the east, and were put into the said toney; they then
launched the toney into the sea; at this time we approached them, and seized the
toney with these things, and put Thumba, markan, on board, and ordered him to
proceed to Tannore; and the remaining two of us, with the mapillas (owners of
these goods) went by land to Tannore, and in our way, these mapillas offered us
a present to leave their toney and the goods; and they put into our hands two Surat
rupees and ten silver fanams, and we, instead of refusing, received this money, and
carried them to Tannore, and informed the sheristadar of the circumstances, who
ordered that we should keep all these things, and the mapillas (owners of the goods)
at the custom house; and that I should keep the said four rupees as a deposit until
further orders. I did not know on that day the contents of these trunks.

(signed) Poomy, Markan.

(A true translation.) (signed) E. R. Sullivan, Assistant Collector.

To E. R. Sullivan, Esq. Assistant Collector of Customs.

The humble Petition of Alulicandel Amod Cutty, Amod Parrakandel Badduen,
Cariadden Cunky Amod, and Bancambalata Moiden Cutty, inhabitants of
Tellicherry :

Most humbly sheweth,—Your Petitioners beg leave to represent to your Honour,
that in the Malabar year 984, by order of Mr. Baber, your petitioners, with the
troops that were going to Quilon with merchandize to sell in the camp, and now our
fast days were approaching, and most of your petitioners were sick ; on coming to
your petitoners to take leave, the brother of Amod sent with your petitioners, a
woman ef his own house, to accompany his wife from Tellicherry to Quilon, under
the protection of Amod Cutty. Secondly, a woman was at Quilon, with two children
who happened to have the small pox, but as she had no person to maintain her,
and to assist her in her dangerous distemper, she sent for one of your petitioners,
viz. Amod, and desired him to expend some money, and to cure her of her disorder,
and that she would repay the expenses incurred during her sickness, and that if she
should happen to die, that he was to take her child in recompense, to be supported
bythe said Amod, one of your petitioners; therefore this family-child of the de-
ceased, became the slave of Amod, and the other two male children were slaves of
one of your petitioners, viz. Parrankandel Badduen. These two male children and
the above-mentioned people, arrived together at Cochin, and all your petitioners
goods were inspected at the custom house, and they paid the Honourable Company’s
customs for the following articles; viz. 36 China Chatty, one pot of Jagree, and _
one of the trunks of your petitioners ; all these goods were embarked on board a
Mangalese vessel, and delivered to the care of Aypen Chetty, who wasdesired to
deliver them safe at the Teilicherry custom house, but as the bad weather came on,
and as the vessel had not sufficient room, your petitioners, together with others, and
with four trunks, embarked on another vessel ; but the sickness of your petitioners
being increased on the voyage, obliged your petitioners to land at the north side
of the Ponang river. From thence your petitioners, with the other people, and the
trunks, came by land to Parperangaddy, and there your petitioners stopped, as they
could not procure coolies. At this time, a boatman came, and was asked by your
petitioners, where he was going; he answered, that he was going to Cannanore ;
at this reply, your petitioners inquired if he would agree to take on board of his
toney those goods, and the sick persons to be.Janded at the Tellicherry custom
house, which proposal he accepted with great pleasure, and of his own consent;
your Petitioners embarked on board with all their goods and people, and when about
to sail, the custom house kalkars of Tannore, with some mucquas,. came to your
petitioners, and asked by what means these things were embarked on board the
toney; to whom your petitioners replied, the goods were embarked on board the

ftoney,
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toney, with the consent or the markan, and that they were to be landed at the Telli-
cherry custom house; at this answer, the kalkars and mucquas approached to your
petitioners, and told your petitioners that they were thieves, and that the goods were
smuggled, and struck your petitioners and the boat people, and pushed the two
above-mentioned women and the two male children into the same toney, under the
guard of ‘one kalkar, and dispatched the toney to Tannore custom house. The re-
maining kalkars and mucquas, in conveying three of your petitioners by land to
Tannore, also struck your petitioners in the road, and when asked the reasons for
so doing, they prepared to bind your petitioners, and one of them came near and
said to your petitioners, if you will now give us four pagodas, we six persons assure
you, that we will not beat you, and will not tie you as we intended; as your peti-
tioners therefore were unable to support their beatings and injuries longer, your
petitioners were obliged to deliver them two star pagodas, two surat rupees, and ten
silver fanams; on receiving this money, they put astopto their design, and without
further molestation in the road, they conveyed your petitioners to Tannore, and two
of them directed your petitioners to stop at a house belongingto a murgna at Tan-
nore, under the guard of the remainder kalkars, and then went away; but as they did
hot return soon, after -we had staid two hours there, the remaining kalkars. conveyed
your petitioners to the house of the canakapilla or to the sheristadar of the custom
house at Tannore, who ordered that your petitioners should be put into confinement,
which the kalkars accordingly did. The next morning, about seven o'clock, the
kanakapella or. sheristadar came to the custom house, and called your petitioners
from their confinement, and questioned your petitioners, how your petitioners had
found these women, children, and the trunks, when your petitioners, informed of all
the circumstances ; he then desired the trunks to be opened, that they might be in-
spected; but your petitioners replied, that the trunks belonged to some other people
who were coming behind, and that the key of these trunks was with them ; when he
heard this, he sent for a blacksmith, and desired him to break open the locks of these
trunks, and accordingly this was done, and the contents therein were inspected. He
ordered, that your petitioners should again be put into confinement, but your peti-
tioners on hearing this second order, begged immediately for money, stating that
most of your petitioners were sick, and requesting that they might be permitted to
go and eat ; this was not allowed, and as one of your petitioners, namely Amod
Cutty, was very ill, and in a bad situation, we requested again very much that it
might be permitted him to go and take some refreshment; but he, the sheristadar,
instead of complying with the request of your petitioners, said, that all your peti-
tioners were thieves, and that he should not permit your petitioners to go, and
ordered that your petitioners should again be beat, and put into confinement. After
some time, he directed two kalkars to carry your petitioners to the cutwal’s cutchery.
The cutwal ordered some other kalkars to convey your petitioners to the daroga of
Betul Puddiangaddy, to ask his permission for your petitioners to go and take their
victuals, but the daroga, instead of doing so, ordered your petitioners to go away,
and would not put your petitioners inte confinement, without a regular complaint
being preferred against your petitioners. Therefore now your petitioners request
your Honor’s mercy, and beg to send for these people and goods, that they may
attest the case, and by doing this, your petitioners will be greatly obliged.

(A true translation.) (signed) E. R. Sullivan, Assistant Collector.

Translation of a Letter from Salvador Vaz, the Custom House Moopah at
Quilon, dated 17th October 1810, to Julian Martins Boss, Revenue Clerk at
Cochin, in reply to his Letter, datedi1th October 1810.

I have received your letter, with the inclosures, from Tannore custom house
sheristadar ; and, according to your desire, I have inquired in the district of
Quilon about the particulars therein mentioned, but no one has any knowledge of
the circumstance; but should you wish to know properly on this subject, you should
Write to the head minister of Travancore rajah, and in the mean time I beg to say,
that the Karyernapatty Derham lies four leagues north, and the Kaycollim Derham
lies six leagues north from Quilon; also return you herewith the two enclosed
papers, (signed) Salvador Vaz, Custom Moopah.

(A true translation.) (signed) E.R. Sullivan.
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Information given by Birah, woman, brought over from Ceylon by Moplas of
Tellicherry.

Tannore Custom House, 25th Oct. 1810.
When the northern moplas brought me away from Ceylon in a toney, four trunks

were also put on board of that tony; after six days we arrived at Cochin, and there
landed ; after our arrival there, stayed four days; from thence the northern moplas
hired a tony, in which the four trunks, the three children that are now here with me,
and myself, were put on board that tony, and we came and landed at Jarrathinkel,
and performed the Nerrach ceremony. After mid-day, we were put in another
tony of Tannore; in that we came here, and landed at the markan’s house in
Tannore that day, and the next we stayed; and on the third day we were taken
by land to Parparangaddy; went to a house, and after supper we had a nap,
Afterwards, about midnight, we were called and roused, and all of us went to go
in the tony. These four trunks were put in the tony, but at the time when we were
to go in the tony, Company's people came and seized those four trunks that were
shipped in the tony, and they stopped us also under the Company’s oath, and then
we were brought away here. Further, I beg that I may be protected, and sent to
my parents in my country.

(A true translation.) (signed) EE. R. Sullivan, Assistant Collector.

Information given by Eddakaddawatha Ussen’s son, Kootyamoo, markan of
the tony belonging to Manaportho Pahy, Tannore Custom House, 14 Kany
986 M. S. or 28th September 1810.

When the aforesaid tony was returning from Cochin to Tannore, on the south
side of Cochin, at the beach of Pathia Jarra, came there mopillas of Tellicherry,
named Buddeon and Amod, and four more persons with four slaves and four
trunks to put on board of my tony, and to come here; but the four persons pro-
ceeded on by land. The four trunks and the slaves were put in my tony, which
Buddoen and Amod have freighted, and they came also in it. On the 12th Kany,
26th September, in the evening before sun-set, we arrived at the south side of
Pakoatparony, when the aforesaid persons desired and pressed me to land them on
that open spot, which I have done, and they paid me four rupees freight. After-
wards, I informed this news to the custom house markam Poomy.

(A true copy.) (signed) . R. Sullivan, Assistant Collector.

Ordered, That the following letter be in consequence dispatched to the acting
chief secretary to government.

To the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.

Sir :—I am directed by the president and members of the Board of Trade to re-
quest that you will lay before the Honourable the Governor in council the accom-
panying original letter, with its enclosures, from the acting collector of customs in
the province of Malabar, reporting the seizure of four trunks of goods belonging to
certain merchants of Tellicherry, which they had attempted to smuggle, and which
have in consequence been confiscated by the collector.

It further appears, that four slaves were taken at the same time; the slaves have
been detained by Mr. Warden, and as they have stated that they were taken away
from Quilon by force, and wish to be sent back, the Board beg leave to recommend
that the collector may be authorized to comply with their wishes.

Fort St. George, gth Nov. 1810. I have, &c.
(signed) J. Gwatkin, Secretary.

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations, 13th Nov. 1810.

Read the following Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Trade.

To the Acting Chief Secretary to Government at Fort St. George.

Sir:—I am directed by the president and members of the Board of Trade to
request, that you willlay before the. Honourable the Governor in council the accom-
panying original letter, with its enclosures, from the acting collector of customs in
the province of Malabar, reporting the seizure of tour trunks of goods belonging

to
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to certain merchants of Tellicherry, which they had attempted to smuggle, and
which have in consequence been confiscated by the collector. ,
2.—It further appears, that four slaves were taken at the same time; the slaves

have been detained by Mr. Warden; and as they have stated that they were taken
away from Quilon by force, and wish to be sent back, the Board beg leave to re-
commend that the collector may be authorized to comply with their wishes.

Fort St. George, 9th Nov. 1810. T have, &c:
(signed) J. Gwatkin, Secretary.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Thackeray, to the President and
Members of the Board of Trade; dated 13th Nov. 1810.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your secretary's letter of the gth
instant, and to acquaint you, that the collector of Malabar has no authority to
interfere between the slaves and their masters. The collector should be desired to
refer them to the magistrates, if they have any complaints against the persons who
call themselves their masters.

Although the exportation and importation of slaves asa traffic be prohibited,
domestic slavery is recognized by the usage of the country, and the Mahomedan
and Hindoo laws, and has never been abolished by the British government.

Oxpers issued by the Court of Directors in 1811, for an Inquiry respecting
some Slaves, who had been found concealed on board one of the Company’s
Ships, with the proceedings of the Governor in Council of Fort St. George
thereupon.

Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor in Council
of Fort St. George, in the Public Department, dated 18th Dec. 1811.

5.—Two slaves having been found on board the Sir Stephen Lushington, on the
day after her departure from the Isle of France, who the commander has stated were
thence carried to your presidency, and left there, we have to desire, as Captain Hay
has not furnished us with any document to shew they were delivered to any officer
of government, and as the circumstance is not noticed to us by you, that you will
acquaint us, by the earliest opportunity, whether these persons were returned to the
Isle of France, or in what way they were disposed of; and further, that you will
state, if any, and what expense was incurred on their account, with a view to our-
charging the amount to Captain Hay.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor in Council of Fort St. George, to
the Court of Directors, in the Public Department, dated 17th Oct 1812.

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.
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46.—The endeavours made to obtain intelligence respecting the two
slaves, stated to have been landed from the Honourable Company’s
extra ship Sir Stephen Lushington, as will be seen from the letter from
the Marine Board, noted in the margin, did not prove successful; but

Letter from the Court, dated
18th December 1811.

5. Information te be furnished
respecting two slaves brought from
the Isle of France on the Lush-

it was ascertained that no expense had Leen incurred by the Company ington.
on their account.

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations, 23d June 1812.

The Board now proceed to pass orders upon the general letter from England,
dated the 16th December 1811.

(Extract.)
5th.—Information to be furnished re- Resolved, That the Marine Board ke

specting two slaves brought from the Isle instructed to furnish the information
of France, on the Lushington. called for by the Honourable Court.

Extract Fort St. George Public Consultations, 17th July 1812.

Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Marine Board.

To the Chief Secretary to Government at Fort St. George.

Sir:—I am directed by the president and members of the Marine Board to report,
for the information of the Honourable the Governor in council, that the master
attendant has not been able to obtain intelligence of the two slaves, stated in the 5th
paragraph of the general letter from England, under date 18th December 1811, to

125, have
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Fort St.George have been landed at this presidency, from the Honourable Company’s extra ship Sir
Papers: Stephen Lushington.

State of Slavery Par. 2.—I am directed to inclose copy of a letter from the master attendant
in Company's observing that no expense has been incurred by the Honourable Company on account
Territories. f th 1

Oe of those staves. I have the honour to be, &c.
Fort St. George, 15th July 1812. (signed) J. Gwatkin, Secretary.

To Thomas Oakes, Esq. President, and Members of the Board of Trade.

Gentlemen :—In reply to your orders, 3d instant, I cannot by any means discover
tidings of the two slaves, landed from the Sir Stephen Lushington on her return
from the Mauritius; and since Captain Hay did not report them, it would now be
impossible, for want of some clue, to trace them. All that I can observe is, that no
expense whatever has been entailed on the Honourable Company on account of any
such persons. Iam, &c.

(signed) R. Anderson, Master Attendant.
Fort St. George, 6th July 1812.

(A true copy.) (signed) J. Gwatkin, Secretary.

Resolved, That the foregoing communication be brought to the notice of the
Court of Directors.

Papens relative to a Traffic in kidnapped Children from Tellicherry and Cochin,
reported by the Magistrate of North Malabar (Mr. Baber), to have been
carried on for the Supply of a Pepper Plantation, at Rhandaterra, with Slaves;
and to the Means employed for the Suppression of the said Traffic, and
Punishment of the Parties concerned in it: 1811—1814.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor in Council of Fort St. George to

the Court of Directors in the Judicial Department, dated 5th March
1813.

Cons. 31 March 1,296 a’ 1,877. 92.—A traffic in slaves from Travancore into Mala-
ay May 2,672 2’ 2,851. bar, having been discovered to have been carried on to
31 July 3,962 a’ 3,971.Dr to Cons. 14 Aug. a considerable extent, the judge and magistratein

Lieut. Brown’s (Cons. - 11 Sept. 4,378 a7 88. Zillah North Malabar adopted such measures as

condnet towards, |“ 23 Oct. 4,873 a’ 4,912. seemed proper under the existing laws and regulations
Mr. Baber. | 3o Oct. 5,188 8 93- for giving freedom to or restoring to their proper“ Nov. 5,509 2” 5,519- 8

“ . * De. oeiga’ Sone owners, such of the persons found in slavery as had
Dy - « 4 Dec. 5,693 a 6. __been stolen, and for bringing to punishment the persons

Algut.Brn uvCons - of Dee. 16,436 a’ 52. concerned in carrying on that nefarious traffic; and
ut Brown ons. - 22 Dec. 5. . . & Co. { ‘< - 99 Jan, P13. we beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to our

proceedings noted in the margin, for particular infor-
mation with regard to the proceedings of the judge
and magistrate.

93.—The advocate general, on the occasion of stating his opinion on a reference
made to him on the subject of some slaves found on the plantation of Mr. Brown
at Anjaracandyin Malabar, having observed that he thought it a proper measure
for the government to publish throughout the provinces under its authority, the sub-
stance of the statute 51 Geo. 3. c. 23. passed on the 14th May 1811, for rendering
more effectual an Act made in the forty-seventh year of his Majesty’s reign, entitled,
an Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, which, in the opinion of the advocate
general, applies in all its consequences and penalties to all persons residing within
the King’s or Company’s territories, including therefore the native subjects of this
government, we requested to be favoured with the directions of the Right Honour-
able the Governor General in council, as to the propriety of giving full effect tothe
statute; and the manner inwhich it should be made public.
94.—As it had not been considered necessary to state to the supreme government

the exact nature of the traffic in slaves carried on from Travancore, the Governor
General in council was of course precluded from forming a judgment, whether the
traffic carried on from Travancore fell within the. purviev’ of the Act. With respect,
therefore, to that particular point, His Lordship in council could only observe, that
he did not consider the provisions of the Act in question applicable to the importation
or removal of slaves by land. It having been deemed proper, however, to consider
Maturely the course of measures whish should be pursued by the local governments

0
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of this. country, with respect to the above-mentioned'statute, wewereinformed, that
the Governor General in council had adopted certain resolutions on that.subject to
the following purport.
g5:—The provisions of the Act being highly penal in their. operation, and its

ebject highly important, the Governor General in council had considered it proper to
order a copy of it to be published in the Calcutta Gazette for general information.
g6.—In like manner, we wereinformed, that his Lordship in council had directed

copies of the Act to be forwarded to the local governments of Bombay, Java, of
Prince of Wales Island, of Mauritius, of Ceylon, and the residents at the Moluccas,
and at Fort Marlbro’.
97.— On the same principle, we were informed, that copies.of the statute would

be forwarded to the magistrates of Chittagong and Cuttack (the only sea-ports except-
ing Calcutta, in Bengal), in order, that in their capacity of justices of the peace,
under the-law of England, they might aid in enforcing the provisions of the statute.
We were also informed, that inquiries would be made, with a view of ascertaining
whether the provisions of the regulation which we were aware had some time ago
been passed by the Governor General in council, for preventing the importation of
slaves from foreign countries, had been effectual in preventing that species of traffic;
and if not, that a further regulation would be passed without loss of time, establishing
severer penalties for the infringement of the prohibition of the importation of slaves
from foreign countries, in conformity to the spirit of the statute, to which the fore-
going remarks alluded. In like manner the Governor General in council recom-
mended, that a regulation should be passed at Fort St. George, for preventing the
importationof slaves by land into the territories subject to this presidency, under such
penalties as we might deem fully adequate to the prevention of that traffic.
g8.—The foregoing remarkswould, it. was presumed, inform us sufficiently of the

construction annexed by the Governor General. in council to the Act of the 51st
Geo. 3. c. 23. and of the measures which it had been judged necessary to adopt
at Fort William. It was considered scarcely necessary to add, that his Lordship
in council was of opinion, that similar measures should be adopted by this go-
vernment, with such modifications as local circumstances might suggest, without;
of course, departing from the principle on which the measures above detailed were
ounded. .
99.—Having called upon the advocate general to state what measures it might

appear to him incumbent on us to adopt, in consequence of the provisions of the
statute, and the orders of the supreme government, Mr. Anstruther stated, that the
statute 51 Geo. 3. c. 23. expressly extends to all persons residing within the Company's
territories, against all of whom the penalties of felony are enacted for bringing slaves
into these territories; if, therefore, the courts of judicature here had led the pro-
vincial courts to notice and act upon British statutes (as they are bound to do, in
strictness of law, where these statutes apply to them); and if the natives had also
been accustomed to look to the British Parliament for legislation, nothing would be
requisite to be done by any local authority, the law being already in force.

100.——But as the provincial courts and the suitors ure accustomed to laws pub-.
lished by the authority of this government, the advocate general thought it would
be advisable and proper, for the sake of uniformity, to. publish this also, either
stating it to be the promulgation of ‘a law already in force by the authority of the
King in Parliament, or merely enacting the same provisions in the form of a
regulation of this government, which by the same authority of the legislature, had
already been invested with the power of framing regulations for the guidance of the
provincial courts.
101.—As the Governor General in council had declared, that the statute only

extends to the importation of slaves by sea, and as the objection equally applied to
the introduction of slaves by land, and ought to be guarded against by similar pre-
cautions, the advocate general advised, that a regulation to the same. effect in other
respects, applicable to the introduction of slaves by land, should be publishedwith
the former; or if the purport of the statute should be published here as a regulation
of this government, in the same form with other regulations, the regulation might,
he observed, at once be extended to all introduction of slaves by land or sea, which
he thought the more advisable shape to give to it. .

102,—The advocate general further informed us in a subsequent report, that his
attention had been again called to this subject, by noticing the address of the
recorder of Bombayto the grand jury, as published in the government Gazette here.

103.——There seemed to the advocate general to be no doubt of the correctness of
the observation contained in the above publication, that under the strict interpre:
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tation of the statute of 1811, the commander of an Arab or other foreign Asiatic

vessel carrying slaves for sale, or even only navigating partly by the slaves of the
owner or commander, and entering any British port in India, would become liable
to the penalties of felony. But he observed, the consequences of the same inter-

pretation would go much further; for although the legislature had expressly pro.
vided (s. 4.) that the Act shall not extent to the removal of slaves from one British
settlement to another, in the West Indies, no such exemption from punishment is
allowed to the same conduct in the East Indies. Accordingly, the temporary removal
of a native with his family and slaves in the ordinary course of business, from Bomba
to the coast of Malabar, from either of these places to Ceylon, from Ceylon to the
coast of Coromandel, or from hence to Bengal or Penang, would incur the penalties
of felony. It might even be questioned, the advocate general observed, whether the
importation of a slave at one port (as Masulipatam) of the same territory from
another port of which (as Madras) he has been brought, is not felony within the
Act; and it seemed clear to the advocate general, that if a merchant of Malabar
should go over to the opposite islands, or if a choliar of the coast of Coromandel,
should pursue the accustomed traffic to Achin and Pegue, in a vessel navigated by
his slaves, his return with them to the British territories to be therein dealt with as
slaves, would be felony under the letter of the statute.

104.—If the importation of slaves by land was to be made liable to the same
penalties as the importation by sea, which in his former report he had recommended,
the advocate general further stated, that the consequences of the above interpretation
of the statute, would include in the penalties of felony, every native, who travelling
with his family and slaves, should enter the British territories. The position of
these territories, the advocate general observed, would render this peculiarly incon-
venient ; until the assumption of the Carnatic in the year 1801, almost every native
inhabitant of Madras was in the habit of spending a part of his time in almost
every year in the Nabob’s territories; the advocate general presumed, that a similar
intercourse must exist between the natives of the British dominions and the neigh-
bouring allies upon every side, some parts of our possessions being surrounded by
allied states, while other states being enclosed within the British, and a considerable
portion of the traffic of the east having always been carried on by merchants
travelling from one country to another with their goods, and with their attendants
and slaves to take care of those goods. To make this felony, the advocate general
thought would be inconsistent with every principle that has hitherto regulated the
British legislation in the east, the basis of which is to preserve and support the
existing usages.
-105.—In considering the Act, the advocate general thought it impossible to

mistake the origin of the omission to adopt its provisions to the circumstances exist-
ing in India. ‘The whole purview of the Act, he observed, points out the trade in
African slaves to the West Indies as the evil intended to be remedied, and appa-
rently more for the sake of uniformity and of principle, than to remedy any existing
evil; the general clause of prohibition and penalty had been made to include the
territories of the East India Company. But the precautions against the importa-
tion of slaves, are calculated only for islands, and the advocate general noticed, that
in the exception in favour of removals of slaves from one settlement to another, the
East indies, and all other places, except the West India islands, are wholly over-
ooked.
106.—The advocate general thought the object of the legislature in the Act, was not

to interfere with the existing rights of masters over their slaves, but merely to destroy
the inhuman traffic in the procurement of new slaves ; and as that, like other trafic,
depends upon the market open to the dealers, the evident design of the legislature
in establishing severe penalties upon the importation of new slaves was, that of
preventing all temptation to the traffic, by leaving no market open for it.

107.—The imperfections in the statute could not, the advocate general observed,
be remedied by any Act of the governments in India, so far as the Act is to be
applied by the King’s courts, or to operate by his own force; but where the inter-

vention of the local authority becomes requisite from its general legislative power,
to promulgate the intentions of the supreme legislature, it appeared to the advocate
general, that the local government would discharge its duty more correctly, by recti-
fying the mistakes which the legislature had evidently fallen into, whether from inad-
vertence, or from not being acquainted with local circumstances, than by enforcing
the letter of the statute, in particulars inconsistent with its general spirit. .

108.—Under this opinion, the advocate general stated, that he had advised in
his former report, that the introduction of slaves by land should be aaa aN

apitec,
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hibited, under the same penalties which apply to their importation .by sea. It was
manifest, he observed, that if their importation by land were permitted in India, the
whole Act would be nugatory here, being liable to evasion by the simple expedient

of landing the slaves first in a neighbouring state; and in the only instance of this

trafic which had come to his knowledge, (by the late reports of the judge and.

magistrate in North Malabar,) it might, the advocate general observed, continue to
pe carried on with impunity; the slaves having been introduced into Malabar from

the adjoining country of Travancore, where they were procured.
109.—The advocate general had no doubt in also recommending, that in any

regulation which the government might issue on the subject, the exception contained

in the 4th clause of the statute, in favour of the removal of the slaves from one

British settlement in the West Indies to another, should be extended to similar

removal from any one to any other place, in the same or any other settlement or.

possession of the King, or of the East India Company, within the Company’s

exclusive limits of trade. This exemption, he thought, should include all removals

and bringing back of slaves, whether direct and immediate, or after touching or

staying at any intermediate foreign places, so as such slaves had before been slaves

in the British territories.
110.—The advocate general also thought it would be proper to restrict the penalty

to the introduction of new slaves, procured for that purpose, or introduced for the

purpose of sale. In framing a regulation for this purpose, there would be danger,
he observed, of leaving means of evading the law, which must be guarded against.

The advocate general suggested, that a provision might be framed, at once suf-

ficiently comprehensive and sufficiently precise, by excepting from the penalties of

the Act all persons who, not being subjects of the British possessions, should enter

the British territories with slaves not intended to be sold, assigned, or transferred

therein, and who should not sell, nor offer for sale, such slaves, while they remained

in these territories, declaring any subsequent sale, transfer, or assignment, in the

said territories, of slaves so introduced, to be conclusive proof of their having been
brought for that purpose.
111.—We informed the supreme government, that as the Slave Trade Felony

Act was of course to constitute the ground-work of the proposed regulation for pre-

venting the importation of slaves into the territories subject to this government, we

had.deemed it expedient to take the opinion of the advocate general with regard to

the provisions which such a regulation ought to contain, and that it was originally

our intention to have caused a regulation for this presidency to be framed, in con-

formity to the sentiments which might be expressed by the advocate general, in his

reply to the reference made to him on the subject; but that in consideration of the

necessity of promulgating the statute 51 Geo. 3. c. 23, throughout the country in

the accustomed manner, and the expediency ofmodifying certain of its provisions,

being common to all the governments of the East India Company, it had since
seemed more correct to furnish the supreme government with copies of the two

reports which the advocate general had submitted, to the end, that should the Go-

vernor General in Council concur in the opinions thercin stated, a general regu-

lation for India might be framed, and hereafter incorporated in the separate code

for this presidency;and we expressed our request to be furnished with the further
instructions of thesupreme government.

112. We have lately received from the supreme government a copy ofa letter

from the provincial court for the division of Bareilly, and of the reports of the ma-

gistrates in that division, on the result of the inquiries made with the view of ascer-

taining, whether the provisions of the regulation for preventing the traffic in slaves

had been effectual; and have been informed, that the Governor General in Council

hadalready expressed his opinion, that the provisions of the Act passed in. the

51st year of His Majesty's reign, c. 23, could only be considered applicable to the

importation and removal of slaves by sea; and that from the documents received

from the provincial court for. the division of. Bareilly, it appeared, that the rules

contained in Regulation X,:-1811, had proved fully effectual in preventing the im;

portation of slaves by land into the territories immediately dependenton the -presi-
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déncy of Fort William: ‘The Governor General in council,in consequence, recom~

mended, that a regulation, corresponding in substance with the provisions of Regu-
lation X. 1811, of the Bengal code, should be- passed by us, with a view to. the
accomplishment of the same important object at Fort St. George.» The provisions
of the Act of Parliament, it wasobserved, would effectually. restrain the importation

of slaves into the British territories generally by sea.-
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- 113.—The Governor General in council, we were informed, was fully aware in
offering these suggestions and observations, that the provisions of that Act are
subject to considerable difficulties in their application to this country, but it was
thought scarcely necessary to observe, that no legal means could’ be adopted by the
authorities in this country for dispensing with the observance of them, and we were
informed, that it was the intention of his Lordship in council, to draw the attention
of your Honourable Court to the subject, by the first convenient opportunity.

114.—The advocate general was led in a subsequent report, to make some fur.
ther observations on the general question of the right of British subjects to exercise
the power of master over slaves. The advocate general adverted to the papers of
Mr. Brown, and observed, that his claim to the rights of a master over slaves, as
a part of the Mahomedan law, under which Mr. Brown considered these provinces
to be governed, ought not to be passed unnoticed, and had again called his atten.
tion to the subject, which he had before slightly considered in his letter of the 14th
April. He could not agree to the proposition, that these provinces are, so far as
relates to British subjects, governed by the Mahomedan law. In questions of civil
right, they are governed, the advocate general observed, by the different laws of
the different nations to whom justice is to be dispensed; and in criminal prosecu-
tions, the Mahomedan law is established over all the natives in the provinces, but
not over the British. They retain the rights of their birth, and ought also, the
advocate general thought, to retain all the relations connected with the British cha-
racter, to which it is equally abhorrent to be the master of slaves as to endure
slavery. Indeed, the advocate general did not know whether we should not rather
say, from experience in another quarter of the world, as well as from reasoning,
that the habitual exercise of the authority of a master over slaves, is peculiarly de-
structive to the national honour and character. The advocate general could see
nothing in our situation in India, nor in the statutes, which authorizes a departure
from the law of England, in the relation between a British subject and his ser-
vants. It is expressly provided in the several statutes, the advocate general ob-
served, that our law shall not interfere with the authority exercised by the heads of
families among the natives, who from local residence at the presidencies, are made
subject in general to the British law. But no such provision is made for British
subjects, as the masters of slaves ; on the contrary, the distinction as to the natives,
points out the intention of the legislature, that the British should hold only their-own
rights and customs. If any Moorman in Madras were indicted for the exercise of
of violence upon his slave, which our law would punish, if committed by a master
over his servant, but which the law and custom of his nation sanction as to their
slaves, the defence would be sustained, and the legislature has specially provided
for it. But if a similar complaint were preferred against Mr. Brown, for violence
against his slaves in Malabar, the advocate general was confident that he could not
justify it; but the civil right to the perpetual service of the persons held by him in
slavery might, he observed, possibly be distinguished from the right of punishment
of them as slaves, and the advocate general thought the question of right might
well be tried, and ought to be tried in that shape. If any one of the persons now
working upon the estate of Mr. Brown, as slaves, should be advised to instruct the
attorney for paupers to bring an action against Mr. Brown. for false imprisonment,
in detaining him upon his plantation, the admission of the fact by Mr. Brown would,
the advocate general observed, bring before the court the simple question of the
capacity of a British subject to have a slave in India.: The advocate general by no
means wished to be understood to say, that it is a ‘clear point, but he thought it very
proper to be settled. ‘The same object, the advocate general suggested, might be at-
tained, bydirecting Mr. Baber publicly to offer freedom to any one slave who chuses
to leave Mr. Brown’s plantation for the avowed purpose of trying the question.
From the importance of the point being settled, the advocate general also proposed,
that by mutual consent, whatever might be the decision, it should be carried before
theKing in council, as otherwise different decisions might be given at the different
presidencies, and the question be set.afloat, instead of being finally settled.

115.—Supposing it to be ascertained, the’ advocate general observed, by ‘the
highest judicial authority, that British subjects can have property in slaves in India,
it wouldremain to be considered, whether the law ought to be left in that state, oF
rather, if the government should think that it ought not, a regulation of govern-
ment might, as to-the provinces, remove the necessity of any trial or enquiry as to
what is now the law on the subject, by prohibiting the practice in future.
116.—In addition to the motives for such a regulation, arising fromthegenera

characte
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character ofBritons, and the propriety of preserving it, it appeared to the advo-
cate general, from the papers before him, that there was a danger of British sub-
jects in the situation of gentlemen, being enabled in fact, (although he hoped more
frequently from the force of imaginary than of real connection and influence,) to
exercise around them an authority scarcely admitting of limit or question.
117.—On the other hand, the advocate general was sensible that there might be

objections to such a measure, upon the force of which he was not competent to
offer, nor indeed to form any opinion; he therefore mentioned it rather as a sug-
gestion for consideration, than as an advice.

118.—We transmitted to Bengal an extract from the report of the advocate
general, containing these observations, and requested of the supreme government
to furnish us with any further instructions that might be considered necessary.

Extract Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 31st March 1812.

Read the following Letter from the Judge and Magistrate, North Malabar.

To the Secretary to Government.

Sir:—I have the honour to report, to be laid before the Honourable the
Governor in council, the following narrative of some proceedings held before me,
in consequence of my discovery in this zillah ofa considerable number of persons
free-born and bondsmen, recently imported from Travancore, whence they had
been stolen and transported by water to Malabar, and enslaved, some of whom had
been converted to Mahommedanism, and others associated with and made to eat
the food of Pooliars, and thereby irretrievably excluded from their caste.
2.—My discovery of this inhuman traffic originated in a report brought me by

some of the inhabitants of Travancore, (who had come to me for my permission
to go and pay their respects to the late Ellea rajah of Travancore,) who mentioned
that the practice of kidnapping had been exceedingly common; that this was not
confined to bondsmen, but in many instances free-born children, and some even
of the superior caste, had been stolen, and sent to Malabar, and there enslaved.
3.—However improbable such a report was, I did not wholly discredit it, be-

causeI knew, that formerly in Malabar the traffic was by no means uncommon;
and during the last quarter sessions, I had committed some moplas on the com-
plaint of a Pooliar native of Cherical, whose three daughters, the eldest twelve
years, had been carried off, and sold to meplas in Cananore, who had put on them
the mopla dress.
4.—But, under any other circumstances, a report so injurious to the name and

character of the British government, made it a paramount duty in me, to set on foot
an inquiry to know, whether there were any natives of Travancore in the districts
composing this zillah, under the unfortunate circumstances represented ; and in the
course of a few days, the darogah of Mahe and Iruvanad came and informed me,
that he had reason to suppose there were several children in the former place, who
had been sent up from Travancore by Wallapagata Assen Ally, native of Mahé, but
residing at Aleppi.
5.—No time was lost in following up this information, and the result of the

measures adopted was, the discovery in the house of Wallapagata Assin Ally and
his relations at Mahé, of nine free-born children, viz—one Nairajee girl, about
twelve years old; five Tear boys; two Teatee’ girls, and one Corawan boy, the
eldest about eight; all of whom, when brought before me, said they had been stolen
from their relations in the night-time, cloths thrust into their mouths, and in this

state carried to Aleppi, and thence sent off by water to Mahé. They were all dis-
guised as Mopla children, the girls being dressed in the Mopla coopai, thei? ears
pierced and ornamented with rings, and the boys had been deprived of their
koodeema, or lock of hair (the distinguishing mark of caste,) and all had Mopla
hames given to them.
6.—The persons on whom the children were found were also apprehended, and

al! committed to take their trial before the quarter sessions, at the suit of govern-
ment, on the grounds of the depositions given by the children, and the declarations
of the prisoners,
7-—I lost no time in writing off to the resident at the Court of Travancore, in-

forming him of what has transpired, and requesting he would take means to secure
the person of Wallapagata Assin Ally to Aleppi, the principal in this inhuman com-

merce 5 lalso wrote to the collector, to request he would give the most positive orders
25, to
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to the whole of the officers employed in the customs, not to allow of any person im-
porting slaves, but to give instant information to the police officers whenever they
might detect any person in the attempt.
8.—One of the Tear children found at Mahé, named Coon Yangaree, had stated

in hisdeposition, that “ his brother Nestha was one of the four children who had
a few days before been sent to the Anjarakandy plantation.” I cannot say, this in-
formation was unexpected, knowing that Wallapagata Assin Aily, the person who
sent up these children, was the agent of Mr. Brown, the owner of that plantation;
before, however, I acted upon this information, I sent for some of the Ellea Raja’s

attendants best acquainted with those parts of Travancore whence these children
alleged they had come, when after interrogating them on a variety of local points,
which I could have known little or nothing of, they declared their conviction of the
correctness of their account, and further assured me, that not even bondsmen, much
less free-born children, could under the existing laws and usages in Travancore, be
legally sold, and sent out of that country.
g.—The necessity of adopting measures to recover the four children alluded to

by the boy Coon Yangara, and any others that might be on Mr. Brown’s plantation
under similar unhappy circumstances, was no longera question; but anxious that
Mr. Brown should have no cause of complaint, in regard to the manner in which
my orders-were carried into execution, instead of leaving the duty to the darogah
exclusively, I ordered the commissioner in thatneighbourhood and one of the court
gomastahs to accompany the darogah to Anjarakandy, whomIfurnished with written
instructions for their guidance ; I also sent by them a letter to Mr. Brown, advising
him of the information I had received, and calling upon him to send mealist of his
recent purchases of persons as slaves, and the names of the persons from whom he
bought them, and concluded with apprizing him of the duty upon which my.officers
had been ordered.

10.—The darogah had the day before proceeded to make the tour of the eastern
mountains; my officers notwithstanding went to Anjarakandy, taking with them the
menon of pyche, the officer next to the darogah, and having delivered my letter to
Mr. Brown, they proceeded on their duty, and on the first day discovered about
20 persons, eight of whom had been imported from Aleppi, and 12 from Cochin,
very recently.

11.—Mr. Brown informed me “he had purchased many Pooliar families, and
some even very lately, under the sanction of government, but declined furnishing
me with the list I had called for, until I sent him copy of the regulation, authorizing
this inquest into his private concerns.”
12.—On this, I called upon Mr. Brown to produce the sanction he alluded to, and

informed him, that my requisition had been made in virtue of the powers vested in
me as the Zillah magistrate, and my commission as one of his Majesty’s justices of
the peace.

13.-—This letter was no sooner delivered by my officers to Mr. Brown, than he
got into a most violent rage, told them to take away his slaves at their peril, that he
had consulted his friends at Tellicherry, and had that day received a letter from
Mr. Stevens, telling him the magistrate was acting illegally ; but it would be disgust-
ing to relate all that he uttered; finding all his efforts to intimidate my officers in-
effectual, he wrote mea letter, protesting against my proceedings, on the grounds
that “ there was-no regulation existing to authorize this oppressive interference with

° . 5 .

his property, ‘and still less the cruelty committed on nearly 200 men, women and
.children, exceptinga formal complaint against the persons themselves, or aclaim
being made by some person to them in consequence of some invalidity in the sale ;”
again “ protesting against the violence I had caused to be committed on those innocent
persons, without any reason being assigned for such barbarous usage; protesting also
against the loss it had already and must continue to make him suffer, by putting 4
stop to his extensive labours, where upwards of 350 persons are daily employed,
but of whose services I had deprived him.”

14.—In one part of his letter Mr. Brown had justified his conduct, by saying,
“ the sale of slaves was not only authorized by the custom of Malabar, but was ex-
pressly permitted by the Mahomedan laws, under which this country was governed,
and that for 13 years no question had been ever put to him on the subject of his
purchases, nor any complaint from any person claiming the Pooliars so purchased,
and that in answer to a reference made by the collector, on a complaint of aslave
being brought from Travancore to Malabar, he had been told, that the trade being
authorized by the law, he had no businesstointerfere in it.”

15.—Mr, Brown,
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15.—Mr. Brown, in his P.S. to the same letter, tells me, that the copy of the
authority granted to him by the Bombay government is not forthcoming, it having

been destroyed by fire. I applied, however, to the collector, who sent me several

letters ; but the only one like a sanction was the following paragraph ofaletter from

the government of Bombay to the commissioners, dated 31st July 1798 ; “ you have

already received our approbation of Mr. Brown’s proposed purchase of Pooliars,

in a letter to you of the 26th ult. on the grounds of its not being incompatible with

the subsisting regulations for the province ;” and in Mr. Warden’s letter, forwarding

these documents, he says, the letter dated the 26th June 1798, from the Bombay

government, does not appear upon record. In answer to my reference to Mr. War-

den, on Mr. Brown’s allusion to some orders he had received, wherein he was told

that the trade in slaves imported from Travancore to Malabar, being authorized by

the law, he had no business to interfere in it; Mr. Warden forwarded extract of

the acting chief secretary’s letter to the Board of Trade, dated 13th November
1810, as follows :-—
“ T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your secretary’s letter of the gth

instant, and to acquaint you, that the collector of Malabar has no authority to inter-

fere between the slaves in question and their masters; the collector should be desired

to refer them to the magistrate, if they have any complaints against the persons who

call themselves their masters.”
“ Although the exportation and importation of slaves as a traffic be prohibited,

domestic slavery is recognized by the usage of the country and the Mahomedan and

Hindoo laws, and has never been abolished by the British government.”

16.—The utmost to which the sale of slaves is tolerated in Malabur, is domestic

slavery, and this exclusively to those born ina state of bondage; formerly this de-

graded race of men were the exclusive property of the Hindoos of Malabar, but in

course of time, from necessity and other causes, they were transferred and sold to

the Mopillas, but never was it bargained that they were to be made proselytes; a

Pooliar sold or transferred could not be removed out of the district, his place of

nativity; in consequence the social tie among them was still preserved; even the

women, though sold, are never separated from their husbands, whom they still

follow, however often they may change their masters; the owner of the female,

however, still maintaining his claim to her and to her offspring, whose right is thus

perpetuated from generation to generation. In some districts the ofispring are

divided between the owners of the father and the mother, but they are never sepa-
rated from their parents until adults.
17.—But I apprehend, that neither.the usage of Malabar nor the Mahomedan

law could apply to Mr. Brown, after the enactment of the British legislature, abo-
lishing the slave trade, he being, in common with every other British subject, pro-

hibited from purchasing slaves; independent of which consideration the question was
totally irrelevant to the present investigation, the sole intent and object of which

was to emancipate certain free-born children who had been stolen and banished from
their country, :defiled, and reduced to a state of slavery, and also to restore to their
country and proprietors, certain bondsmen who had represented they had been stolen
or forcibly carried out of their own to the Company’s dominions.
18.—To return to Mr. Brown’s letter of the 21st, I did not, of course, allow his

abusive language to have the smallest effect upon my conduct, but directed my

officers to go on with their duty, cautioning them against entering into any kind of
controversy with him; but in consequence of Mr.‘Brown having told my officers,
Mr. Stevens and his friends at Tellicherry had given their opinion, that I was not

acting legally, I determined upon referring the subject to the judges of the provincial
court, and for that purpose wrote, that I was desirous of availing myself of their

experience and knowledge on: this question. Thinking it probable, however, the

judges would, as they had on former occasions, refuse to give me their sentiments,

I requested, in the event of that being attended with any inconvenience, they would

80 far assist my inquiries as to direct me to those periods of the former admini-
strations when I miyht, by a referenceto the records here. and at Calicut, inform

myself thereon. I further solicited the loan of Mr. Duncan’s report, knowing that

therein the subject of this traffic was treated, and that there was.a copy of that

excellent work in the possession of the judges of the provincial court.

19.—In the mean time the commissioners proceeded, and having fulfilled the

object of their deputation, returned on the 24th to Tellicherry, bringing with them

76 men, women and children (including ten infants), found on Mr. Brown’s plan-

tation, all of whom had declared they had been stolen or forcibly carried away by

- 125, Moplas
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Moplas and others, from the districts of SouthMalabar Cochin | and Travancore;
and transported to Mr. Brown’s plantation at Anjarakandy; six of the children

were free born, and natives of Travancore, viz. two Nair boys, aged about eight;

two Tear boys, a ‘Teaty about twelve, and a Mopla girl about six, and had been,
within the last six months, stolen from their friends and sent by sea, by Wallagapata

Assin Ally,.to Mr. Brown at Anjarakandy, and there associated with and made to

eat the food of Pooliars.
20.—-Coon Yangara, the boy referred to in the 8th paragraph, whom I had sent

with the police officers to Anjarakandy, and his brother Natha, recognized each other,
notwithstanding both had lost their koodima (lock of hair), and their appearance in
other respects disfigured; the rest were of thePooliar and Wetterwar caste, liable

to domestic slavery in their respective places of nativity ; fourteen of them had been

imported from the districts of Cootenaad Travancore, since yedawour or eight

months ago; two more were brought so lately as methoorium, last from Cherical dis-

trict in this zillah; the remainder were imported from Chetwa, the southern extremity

of South Malabar, some eight, ten, and twelve years ago.
21.—When the whole of these seventy-six unfortunate persons were brought

before me, the cases of the free-born children were the first that attracted my atten-

tion; the first thing I did was to again write to Mr. Brown, when, after telling him
of what had transpired, I called upon him, in the most earnest manner, to afford .
me every information that would lead to the apprehension and punishment of the
persons who had supplied him with the children, and at the same time advised him,
that I was ready to receive and investigate any evidence or document he might have
to adduce, in support of any claim. he might have upon the persons found on his
plantation.
*22.—On the following day, Mr. Brown acknowledged my letter, but declined

giving any reply, because, he said, such reply would be a virtual admission of the
legality of my conduct, which he positively denied, and had publicly protested
against; that-I had, without any cause assigned, or information lodged, violently
possessed myself of his labourers, and of a valuable portion of his implements of
agriculture; that if any person appeared to dispute his possession, the courts were
open to him, and the regulations pointed out the course to be pursued.
23.—And on the same day, 28th, I received a precept from the provincial court,

acknowledging the receipt of my communication of the 23d; but instead of replying
to it, they forwarded copy of a petition presented to them by Mr. Brown, praying
their interference in protecting him in his property; on which the judges remark,
that before they reply to the magistrate’s queries, or take cognizance ofthe facts
stated in Mr. Brown’s petition, it is requisite they should be in possession of the
whole of the magistrate’s proceedings, commencing with the information on which
he had set on foot the inquiry into the circumstances of Mr. Brown’s slaves and
labourers, and detailing the proceedings he may have held, and on the grounds on
which he pronounces to have ascertained, that part of the children lately imported
into this zillah as slaves are of free parents, and even of the superior castes ; and to
state at length the grounds on which he may have detained the persons taken- from
Mr. Brown’s plantation.
24.—In Mr. Brown’s petition, he complained of the unlawful and highly oppres-

sive acts of the. magistrate, in having detained 113 of his servants, of all ages; that
the major part of the children were born on his plantation, bred up, and taught dif-
ferent useful occupations, at his expense; that the magistrate had issued a pro-
clamation, stating that the darogha had orders to seize his people; and that this
_extraordinary production, prescribing about $50 innocent persons, against whom no
complaint whatever existed, he was refused a copy of. He also states, that he
knew from experience to what length the magistrate was capable of going, he
having some years ‘ago forcibly taken from him and his partner, Mr. Dincur,.
elephants and timber to the amount of 2,000 rupees, and upwards, and that an
inquiry was made, by the orders of government, by the principal collector, before
whom it was proved, on oath, that Mr, Thomas Baber’s people caused his,
Mr. Brown’s, mark to be cut out from the timber; but for which he had, as yet,
received no redress. . Mr. Brown concludes this his calumnious address by adding,
that one of the Pooliar children had died in consequence of the treatment it had
reccived; and that as the death had been caused by an-illegal act, praying that the
magistrate’s officer might be secured, to the end that he may be brought to trial for
the same.

25.—I shall offer no comment on the orders issued by the provincial judges, of
their
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their admitting on the records of their court this libellous petition, or on their with-
holding their.sentiments on the points 1 referred to them in my letter of the 23d;
satisfied that the government, will see, in the whole of these proceedings, ‘the
strongest indications of a determination to support Mr. Brown. I shall therefore
proceed to observe, that neither in this petition, nor in Mr. Brown’s letters to ‘me,
does he deny that persons who had been stolen, and free-born children reduced to
astate of bondage, were found on his plantation; this he could not do, and having.
no defence to make, he resorts to the old expedient of calumniating and vilifying his
accuser; and all this in a petition to acourt of justice. The circumstances
Mr. Brown alludes to, of his elephants and timber, will be found fully explained in
my reports, dated the 28th May and 15th July 1806, to the principal collector; it
will be therefore unnecessary to say more, than that neither the elephants nor the
timber belonged to Mr. Brown. One of the elephants, and the teak forests, were
the property of the Company (and as such taken possession of) from the period of
the rebellion of their proprietors, viz. the Cotiote rajah, who is now a prisoner for
life, and the Canute and Parawul Nambears, who suffered death in 1805. The
other elephant was restored to the owners, the overseers of the Montana Pagoda,
from whom it had been unlawfully obtained, and mortgaged to Mr. Brown by the
above-mentioned rajah, while in rebellion; and the teak trees had been forcibly
felled by Mr. Brown’s agents from the paramba or garden of the proprietor.
26.—But as it is foreign from this address to answer the assertions of mere malice

and falsehood, satisfied that public indignation must sooner or later pursue the
author and his abettors, I shall, in reference to that part of Mr. Brown’s petition,

"wherein he says, “ that 113 of his people had been detained, that the major part of
the children had been bred up and taught useful occupations at his expense, and
that they had carried away their working tools,” merely state, that 76 was the total
number of persons brought away; 22 of whom, viz. 6 free-born children, 12 grown
up, and 4 children of the Pooliar tribe, had been only a few months in his pos-
session; of the remaining number, 10 were born on his plantation, but the eldest
was only seven years; and not a single tool or implement of any description was
brought away. In regard to Mr. Brown’s assertion, that the death of a Pooliar
child had been occasioned by the treatment it received from the police officers, it is
a gross calumny; no kind of compulsion was made use of by the police servants;
the parents of the child repaired, in common with the rest of the Pooliars who had
been stolen, to the police officers, to represent their grievances. It so happened,
the infant (one year and a half old) died during the investigation; but it has been
satisfactorily proved, by the evidence of its parents and others, taken before the
police officers, and also by myself, that it died a natural death; it had been ill ever
since Meenom in Meethooram; it lost its sight in both eyes, and a whole month
before its death, its recovery was so hopeless, that medicine was no longer found of
any service.
27.—From the 24th till the 3d January, I was taken up in examining the per-

sons brought from Anjarakandy; and having satisfied my own mind that they had
been sent to Anjarakandy by means the most unjustifiable, I wrote to Mr. Brown,
informing him it was my intention to make a full report of what had transpired to-
government, and enjoining him to give up the names of the persons who supplied
him with the free-born children, as well as those of the Pooliars who asserted they
had been stolen, and that I was still ready to hear and receive any evidence he had
to adduce. JI also told him, that as there could be no objection to the employing
the Pooliars during the interval of my reference to government, I should order them
to be delivered over to his agents, but that the free-born children would remain
under my charge. ,
28.—On the 4th I made my return to the provincial court’s precept of the 27th,

forwarding every paper that could elucidate the points upon which J had been
called to give information; and after giving a summary of what had transpired,
Iobserve, I had afforded Mr. Brown every opportunity of vindicating his con-
duct, and nothing could have been more easy than for him to have satisfied me of
his innocence, by a prompt disavowal of all knowledge that these children were of

free-born parents, and been kidnapped, and of all participation in the guilt of the
principals in that inhuman traffic, by giving up the names of the individuals who
supplied him with them, and affording me his assistance in bringing them to con-
dign punishment. Such ought and would have been the conduct of every honour-
able man; but, instead of this, Mr. Brown has resisted my requisitions, and treated.
me and my officers in terms of the highest contumely and disrespect.” 0

125, 29.——On
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29.—On the evening of the following day, 5th January, I received a letter from
Mr. Brown,. dated the 4th, though written from Tellicherry, wherein, for the first
time, he gives up the name of the person who sent up to Anjarakandy the six free.
born children; and in regard to the others, denies that they were stolen. I will
quote his own words: ‘ Since my letter to you of the 28th ultimo, having sent to
Anjarakandy for particular information relative to the six persons who, you say, are
free people, I have now to inform you, that they were sent there by Banian Belle
Assen Ally to work on the plantation, until his return from Travancore; whether
he got them from their parents or relatives, or purchased them as slaves, I know
not; but having no claim over them, I can have no objection to your detaining
them, asI conclude a complaint had been lodged before you on their account, with
regard to the persons who were forcibly driven from the plantation, without the
smallest reason being assigned for that violent proceeding; it is totally false that
they were stolen or kidnapped, nor did any of them assert such a thing when ques-
tioned by your menon at Anjarakandy.”

30.—Eighteen days had transpired since I acquainted Mr. Brown that I had
received information, that a considerable traffic in children was carrying on between
Malabar and the adjoining districts, and that several of the children had been sent
to his plantation, and requested he would inform me, whether he had made any
such purchases; and if so, that he would send mealist thereof, their caste, age
and sex, and the names of the persons from whom he had purchased them, and of
the agents he had employed; and Mr. Brown had also been told by me, ten days
before this letter, dated 4th, that my officers had returned and brought with them
76 men, women and children, who had asserted they were all stolen or forcibly
carried away; that six of them had stated they were of free-born parents, and
within the last six months had been stolen from their relations in Travancore, and
sent by Wallapagata Assen Ally to him; that I had been most particular in ques-
tioning these children, and had no doubt in my own mind they had been kidnapped,
and calling upon him to afford me every information in his power to enable me to
discover the principals in this inhuman traffic.

31.—After such a peremptory call, respect to the constituted authorities as well
to his own character, ought to have pointed out to Mr. Brown the necessity of send-
ing to Anjarakandy for particular information the instant he received my requi-
sitions. Mr. Brown was positively at Anjarakandy the greatest part of the time,
from the 18th December to 5th January; but even had he been at Tellicherry, there
was nothing to prevent him from ascertaining and communicating in 24 hours the
information he gives me in his letter dated the 4th.

32.—But confining myself to the six free-born children, it never can be believed,
that Mr. Brown could now have only known that there were six persons of that
description in his possession ; in the first place, it is highly improbable that any man
would have sent six free-born children to work on the Anjarakundy plantation without
the owners previous permission ; and in the second, still more so, that children of that
description could have been employed on his plantation a period of six months
without his knowledge. The children themselves say, that when. they were first
carried to Anjarakandy, they refused to eat the food of the Pooliars, but the Wallia
and Cheria Achan (the names Mr. Brown and his son go by in the plantation) made
them do so.

33.-~These, combined with other causes, convince me that Mr. Brown was well
aware of the purport of my return to the provincial court’s precept, and that finding
there was no possibility of getting over the business of the six free-born children, he
resorts to this shallow device of antedating his letter, and pretending that he had
then only ascertained, that Banian Bette Assen Ally had sent these six children to
work on the plantation. Before, however, I drew this conclusion, I wrote and in-
formed Mr. Brown of the precise hour of my receiving his letter, and that the
bearer of it had told me he had that moment come from Mr. Douglas’s house, where
Mr. Brown was residing.
34.—This however was not the only deception practised in Mr. Brown’s letter;

he had mentioned Banian Bette Assen Ally as the person who had sent up these
free-born children. Now, of the thousands of moplas in Malabar of the name of
Assen Ally, there was not one known by the name of Banian Bette, I was therefore
under the necessity, not that 1 was ignorant who this person was, but to prevent
any disputes on this head hereafter, of requesting he would inform me, whether

Wallapilagata Assen Ally, former head sheristadar, employed by him in the custom
house, was the person he alluded to by Baniana Bette Assen Ally. This

35-40!
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5.—This answer came stating he was the same I had described, and who it will
be recollected, the free-born children, and part of the Pooliars had said, had sent
them from Alleppi to Anjarakandy. Mr. Brown assigns no reason for giving this
man a name that did not belong to him, for it is very unlikely his doing so could
have proceeded from accident, when it is known that this man, both while he was
the custom house head sheristadar, and since he was dismissed from that situation,
has been employed in the most confidential of Mr. Brown’s concerns.
36.—I have already in my paragraph 7 stated, that I had on the very first com-

mencement of the inquiry, requested the resident at the court of Travancore to take
measures to secure Wallapagata Assen Ally, but what he did 1 know not; but on
the 8th January Assen Ally himself appeared before me, with a letter from Mr. Brown,
stating that “ the bearer was the person who sent him the six children.”
37.—I took the earliest opportunity to exan:ine this person; he said that

Mr. Brown had sent him down to Travancore to purchase 500 candies of pepper
forhim; that when he went away, Mr. Brown desired him to endeavour to purchase
10 and 15 children; that in pursuance of this commission, he purchased 25; that,
of these 25, 17 were on Mr. Brown’s, the rest on his own account; and that he
had paid for them out of Mr. Brown’s money; that the nine found by the police
officers at Mathé were his property; and of the : ’ for Mr. Brown, six are the
identical children found by my officers at Anjarakanay; that the other 11 had also
been dispatched to Mr. Brown, but had been stoppea by the officers of the Tra-
vancore government, who had taken him up and carried him to the. cutcherry at
Mawilakara, where he had been imprisoned and amerced in the sum of 1,000
rupees. He acknowledged that it was unknown by the Travancore authorities;
that he had already succeeded in having actually transported some children out of
Travancore ; in corroboration of all which, he produced a Malabar paper, called a
turp or order passed by the tribunal of Mawilakara, wherein it fully appeared that
he had been fined 1,000 rupees. This order stated, that the children had been ille-
gally come by, and that they had, in their examinations, stated they had been
stolen during the night time while asleep ty’ moplas of Travancore, and sold to
Kadakan moplas or persons from the northward, which is precisely the same ac-
count the children. I had discovered at Mathé and Anjarakandy had given before
me. The 11 stopped by the Travancore officers had been more fortunate than their.
unhappy brethren up here, in having been restored to their friends and.relations
before they had been defiled..
38.—The only defence put up by Wallapagata Assen Ally was, that he-had been

desired by his employer to purchase children, and that others had been doing the
same at Alleppi ; he said that about 400 had been transported from Travancore to
Malabar during his stay at Alleppi, although he admitted that before and during the
life-time of the rajah such a traffic was not allowed of; he also produced pra-
manums or deeds of sale for all the children: recovered here and in Travancore, to
prove that he had purchased them from moplas in Travancore ; the price is stated
to have been from seven to nine rupees, and some in the name of Brown Sahib
Awarakul Kairium Mahe Wallapalagatta Assen Ally, and others simply in the name
of Wallapalagatta Assen Ally.
39.—On the same day I apprized the resident of Travancore of the arrival of

Wallapalagatta Assen Ally, who, I had every reason to suppose had fled from
Travancore, and forwarded a copy of his deposition, as also a list ofthe free-born.
children and Pooliars who had been stolen from Cochin and Travancore. I called
his attention in particular to. that part of Assen Ally’s deposition, wherein he said,
that. about 400 children had been exported from Travancore under similar circum-
stances during his short residence at Aleppi, about seven months, and also to the
assertion made by the Pooliars brought from Cochin, that when first stolen, they
were carried to and confined in the houses of Wellakara (Europeans) in Cochin;
I added, that as they were European foreigners or Jews, he would, no doubt, take
effectual measures to put a stop to such practices in that quarter.

40.—TI have already stated, that on the 3d I wrote to Mr. Brown, that I should
order the Pooliars to be delivered over to any person he would send to receive them,
as there could be no objection to their performing their daily occupations during the
interval of my reference to government; Mr. Brown accordingly, an the 8th, wrote,
that the provincial court had signified, that there was no objection to his receiving
them back, and, therefore, that he had, in conformity to that injunction, directed
them to be received at his plantation whenever I might: be pleased to send them.
I immediately replied, that they should be delivered over to any person he would
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send for that purpose, with the exception of the sixteen Pooliars who said they had
been stolen from their owners within the last few months, as their presence was stil]
required at the court; and on the 1oth, one Baubee Chitty, former custom-house
sheristader of Cananore, but dismissed for dishonesty, came in the capacity of
Mr. Brown’s servant, and received charge of them.
41.—In consequence of Mr. Brown’s allusion to the provincial court in his letter

of the 8th, I concluded they had passed their orders on Mr. Brown’s petition, and
not having received any answer to my reference of the 23d December, on the toth
I informed the judges of what Mr. Brown had written to me, and requested that the
whole of the papers I had forwarded on the 4th for their inspection might be te-
turned, in order that I might forward the whole up to the Presidency without loss
of time.

42.—TIn answer to this, the judges inform me that “ it is their intention so soon
as certain explanations which Mr. Brown had been invited to afford had been re-
ceived from that gentleman, to refer the whole of the proceedings held, including
the documents forwarded by the magistrate up to the Sudder Adawlut, to which
court they conceive that they are the proper channel of reference. That as they
were not aware the magistrate had not retained copies of such papers as he had
transmitted, and as this would appear to be the case, such of them as the magis-
trate might wish to copy should be returned to him on his specification thereof.”
Again, on the 13th I received a precept, stating, that “‘ the judges observed from
Mr. Brown’s statement, that Wallapatagala Assen Ally, the person who is repre-
sented as having sent from the Travancore country the six children found on
Mr. Brown’s plantation, as well as the nine discovered in the possession of certain
persons, inhabitants of Mahe, is now within his jurisdiction. Ordered, that the
magistrate be called upon to report to the court, whether he has examined the said
person, and if so, to furnish copy of his examination for the court.”

‘« The magistrate must also be called upon to state the measures he may have
taken, either by communication with the resident at the court of Travancore, or
through any other channel, in order to follow up the clue afforded by the declarations
of the children, who represent themselves as of free parents or relations, for the
purpose of verifying the account they have given of themselves, in view to their
eventual restoration to their parents or relations.”
43.—And on the same day, before I could possibly make a return to the first,

I received a second precept from the provincial court, stating, “ that Mr. Brown
had informed them, the magistrate had only delivered to him 55 out of the 71
bondsmen, exclusive of the six children from Travancore; that they had refrained
from issuing their orders after the receipt of the magistrate’s return and perusal of
all the documents accompanying it, for the restoration to their present and only
ostensible proprietor of the whole of them, with the exception of the Travancore
children, from having supposed that the offer contained in the magistrate’s letter to
Mr. Brown of the 3d, referred to the whole of the persons of the first description;
and as they are opinion the magistrate has acted totally illegally in ever having
removed the said persons from Mr. Brown’s premises, they now direct the magis-
trate will immediately cause those now detained by him (with the above exception)
to be sent to Mr. Brown’s plantation without delay, desiring the magistrate to con-
form to these orders, making this return in twenty-four hours.
44.—The reason of my detention of the 16 Pooliars was, that I might follow up

the information contained in their depositions, in order to secure the persons who had
stolen and carried them to Anjarakandy. Wappen and Country Pany were: the
persons who had brought to Anjarakandy those who were stolen from Cochin, and
Coomba Moideen, native of Cherical, the person who had stolen the two Pooliars,
the property of the Cherical rajah, and carried them to Anjarakandy. The two
former I had issued a warrant against, but by thenazzir’s return, it was reported
the‘two first persons, both in the employ of Messrs. Brown and Dincur, had been
sent out of this zillah the very day after Mr. Brown was informed I had taken up
this investigation wherein they were concerned, one to South Malabar, and the
other in one of Mr. Dincur’s salt boats, to Goa; not satisfied with the nazzir’s report,
I issued an order to the darogah of Mahe and Iruvenaad, who confirmed his report
by declarations to that effect, under the signatures of the families of these two
persons..
‘45.—It would have been idle to have expected that any representation that I could

make would be of any avail, after the provincial court had informed me they
perused my return, “ and the documents: accompanying,” (the examinations o the

Pooliars,



OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. — 573

Pooliars, wherein they had declared on oath, that they had been stolen from their

proprietors, and some torn from their husbands, wives, and parents), and declared

their opinion, that “ Mr. Brown was their present and only ostensible proprietor,”

and that I “ had acted totally illegal in removing them.” Still, as the judges of the

provincial court were ignorant of the circumstances set forth in the foregoing para-

graph, I deemed it my bounden duty, before I complied with the exigence of their

orders, to represent my objections thereto; but that I might still carry them into

execution before the expiration of the twenty-four hours, 1 lost nota moment in an-

swering it. I told them “ that in consequence of the inquiry I had set on foot into

the circumstances under which that portion of the Pooliars, who had set forth that

they had been stolen, and banished to Anjara Kandy within the last few months, it

was my intention to make a full report to the government, for the purpose of

being sumitted, together with the proceedings held in the case of the free-born

children, for the opinion of the Honourable Company’s advocate general, as far as

related to Mr. Murdoch Brown, and to commit or hold to bail, as the case might

seem to require, such persons as were amenable to the jurisdiction of the Honour-

able Company’s local courts, as might appear to have committed the crime of

kidnapping the six free-born, and sixteen bondsmen, and enslaving the former.”

1 also informed them of the disappearance of Mr. Brown’s two agents, on the very

day succeeding that Mr. Brown was aware of the inquiry I had instituted. I also

concluded with observing, that it would be impossible for me to prosecute the in-

vestigation, if the judges insisted upon my sending back these sixteen Pooliars

before I had brought the inquiry to a conclusion; and again requested that the

original proceedings forwarded for their inspection, with my return to their precept,

dated the 27th December, might be returned to me.

46.—On the 14th evening, I received an order to furnish the judges witha list

of the Pooliars I had detained, “ that reference may be made to the depositions sent

along with the magistrate’s return to their precept of the 27th, for the purpose of

ascertaining the particular circumstances stated to have attended their having be-

come Mr. Brown’s property, and also to transmit any further depositions the magis-

trate might have taken in these cases.” In pursuance of the above, I forwarded,

on the succeeding day, the list called for, and told them, that notwithstanding the

opposition I had met with in Mr. Brown’s silence, and the departure of his two

agents out of the zillah, I would still use every means to follow up the information

given by these Pooliars, if the judges would allow me to go on with the inquiry;

and also informed them, that I had apprehended the mopla, Coomba Moideen, who

had been charged by one of the female Poolai, by name Waltachee, with having

stolen her and her daughter Waltdchee; and that though I had not taken the depo-

sition of that person, it would appear from the examination sent with him, the

account Waltachee had given of the mode in which she came into Mr. Brown’s

possession had not been exaggerated.
47.—I beg to call the attention of the government to that point of the provincial

court’s precept, dated the 13th, wherein they acknowledged they had perused my

return, and the documents accompanying it, and give their opinion, that I had acted

wholly illegally in removing the Pooliars from Mr. Brown’s premises, and ordering me

to restore them without delay and that part of their orders, dated the following

day, wherein they desire me to direct them to those of the documents above alluded

to, for the purpose of ascertaining the circumstances under which these Pooliars

came into Mr. Brown’s possession. To the best of my judgment, this is a full

confession of their having condemned my proceedings without an adequate know-

ledge and consideration of the subject.
_48.—Notwithstanding, however, my communication of the 14th, and the addi-

tional ground, in the evidence of Coomba Moideen, for the belief in the assertions

of the Pooliars, ihat they had been stolen, on the following day 1 received an

order to comply forthwith with the exigence of the provincial court's precept, dated

the 13th; the following is the order: “‘ The judges of the court have already ex-

pressed their opinion of the illegality of the act on the part of the magistrate, i

having, in the first instance. without any information before him, or claim_pre-

ferred thereon, removed from Mr. Brown’s premises, and deprived him of the

services of the bondsmen, his property ; and in consistence with this opinion, they

deem it their duty to lessen as much as possible the injury towhich Mr. Brown 8

undertaking must have been subjected by their long and continued detention.

The judges do not even perceive, on the grounds of expediency, any valid reason

fot the further detention of the twelve Pooliars and their children. They have
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already given all the information they are capable of imparting, and should the
persons to whom they represent themselves ashaving belonged, and from whom
they were stolen, appear for the purpose of establishing their claim, or Prosecuting
the perpetrators of the theft, their accomplices or accessaries, under the provisions
of Regulation XI. a.p. 1809, may, by the usual process observed in Tespect to
evidence, be forthcoming when required. The judges do therefore direct, thatwith
the exception (for the present, until the magistrate shall have sent in the report of
his examination of the mopilla, whom she charges with having stolen her) of
the female, named Waltachee, the magistrate do forthwith obey the exigence of
their precept of the 13th. In regard to this person, as well as the others ingeneral,
the judges must remark, that in their opinion, the magistrate is following a course
which does not seem either the most direct or efficacious towards the ascertainment
of the fact, and which seems to be an indispensable preliminary to the prosecution
of the persons mentioned in their deposition as principals or accessaries in the the
of these persons, viz. whether or not they have been actually stolen; this at present
rests solely on the declarations of the slaves themselves, and unless a charge of this
nature shall have been previously preferred by the person, the proprietors of the
bondsmen, and other evidence adduced thereof, the judges do not see that either
under the provisions of Regulation XI. a. p. 1800, or any other regulation, can
be supported against the persons charged in their declarations as accessariesonly,
and that in many of the instances in a very remote degree.”
49.—I immediately complied with the above, by sending back the whole of the

remaining Pooliars, and in my return, informed them that I had done so. I sus-
pended all further proceedings, on the grounds of the opinions they had expressed
in the concluding paragraph of these orders.

50.—I cannot pass over this precept, without stating my objections to the
reasonings therein contained; and, first, the assertion that I had in the first in-
stance, without any information before me, removed from Mr. Brown’s premises
his bondsmen, is not true ; and the judges knew that the origin of the investigation
was the accidental information given by the boy Coon Yangara, “ of his brother
Natta having been one of the four children who had a few days before been sent
to Anjara Kandy ;” and that it was in the search for these children, that others,
free-born and bondsmen, came forward and alleged they also had been stolen.
It was in consequence of this information I ordered them to Tellicherry, but not
‘until Mr. Brown had refused compliance with my requisitions; and it is very
certain, that had I not pursued the measures I did, Mr. Brown would have re-
mained to this day in undisturbed possession of both free-born and bondsmen ;
and so far from acting illegally in detaining sixteen of the Pooliars, I conceiveI had
sufficient information to justify my summoning before me every person on Mr.
Brown’s plantation.
51.—The judges have not censured my detaining those who alleged they were of

free parents, although no claim was preferred on their account; it is to be pre-
sumed, therefore, there was nothing objectionable in that measure. They and the
Pooliars had been carried to Anjara Kandy under similar circumstances, and after
their arrival there, had .been associated with and made to eat the food of Pooliars,
and their appearance in every respect that of slaves ; it was only then by confront.

that I could expect to elicit the truth of the assertion
they had made in regard to their country, caste, and circumstances under which they
came into Mr. Brown's possession. ‘This was only to be satisfactorily done by a
personal examination; and as I could not go to Anjara Kandy, it was unavoidable
my calling them to Tellicherry; and had i not examined them personally, wouldnot that very omission have been immediately turned to my disadvantage; would it
not have been said (as I had been already unjustly accused by the judges of theprovincial court,) that I was deceived and cajoled by my native servants. Even
as itis, Mr. Brown has declared, “ that not one of the Pooliars asserted, whenquestioned by the menon, they had been stolen or kidnapped,” although their de-
positions were taken, signed, and witnessed in the presence of the commissioner,the darogah’s menon, the court gomasta, and several of the inhabitants; and al-
though Mr. Brown has since confessed that he has no claim upon ten of them,viz. six free-born and four bondsmen. .
_ 52.—I know not what better “ information” I could have had for instituting this
inquiry. What more “ valid reasons, on the grounds of expediency, for prose-
cuting it ;” what course “ more direct or efficacious to ascertain the fact of their
having been actually stolen ;” and, finally, what stronger ground for commencing,

or
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or ‘by which a prosecution could be supported against principals and accessaries
than are contained in the depositions taken before my officers, and examinations
held before me of aJl these unfortunate persons, made as they were under a solemn
declaration, and under a full conviction of the obligations imposed on them to tell
the truth, (and indeed a much greater than on the generality of the natives), every
one of whom had asserted they had been stolen, and carried out of their countries
against their will to Anjara Kandy. ‘Two instances (Ponama and Corumbee) in-
deed, amongst those imported within the last few months, were two mothers and -
their children, had been torn from their husbands and parents, and had never seen
or heard of them since.

53,-—I should now have proceeded to report the circumstances of the case to the
government, but I was in hopes the judges would yet see the necessity of recalling
their orders, when they saw my return to the yet unanswered second precept of the
13th January. In my 42d paragraph I have inserted copy of that precept, the
purport of which was to send up the examination of Wallajagata Assem Ally, and
to report what further measures I had pursued, &c. Anxious to gratify the judges
with the most minute particulars that had transpired during this investigation, on
the 21st, I forwarded the document called for, also every subsequent communica-
tion to and from Mr. Brown; also the investigation { had made into the charge
preferred by Wattachee against Coomba Moideen -for stealing and carrying away
her and her daughter to Anjara Kandy, viz. the deposition taken by commission of
the rajah of Cherical, the owner of Wattachee and her daughter; of Wattachee's
brother, Poliar Wellan; and of Coomba Moideen himself, who had madeafull
confession that he had committed the theft laid to his charge; and I concluded with
telling the judges, that if they now thought that a prosecution could be supported
without a complaint being preferred by the proprietors of either free-born or bonds-
men, I would instruct the government vakeel to prosecute them in the same way
Ihad done on the 28th of December in case (N* 5.) on the first calendar, when
I committed the moplas of Mahe, on whom, as I have noticed in my 5th para-
graph, I found nine of the unfortunate exiled and enslaved free-born children.
54.—I have already informed the government in the 6th paragraph that I had com-

mitted, to take their trial before the court of quarter sessions, at the suit of govern-
ment, these moplas; accordingly they were brought to trial in case N° 15 on the
calendar; but on the 22d, I received a warrant from the judge of sessions, “that the
court had declined proceeding to the trial of the case.”
55.—The following is copy of that court’s “ orders.” “ The law officer objecting

to the legality of the circar vakeel being appointed as prosecutor in case N®* 15,
wherein three persons, inhabitants of Mahe, and subjects of the government, are
charged with being accessaries to the kidnapping or theft, and selling as slaves of
nine non adults, said to be of free parents, natives of Travancore, whilst it appears
that these children have parents and other relatives now existing ; and the judge

~ being further of opinion, that the case falls under the provisions of Regulation XI.
A.D. #809, whereby it is enacted, that the orders of government are specially re-
quired to bring persons, subjects of the Honourable Company’s territories, to trial
for offences committed by them in the dominions of a foreign state, which do not
appear to have been issued in the case in question, the court has declined proceeding
to the trial of the case. The judge deems it further necessary to give it as his
Opinion, that on the evidence as it now stands, and facts stated, the conviction of
the persons whom the magistrate has brought forward, is absolutlely hopeless, since,
even was the fact of the stealth of the children substantiated by legal evidence, it
seems impossible to prove that the prisoners residing at Mahe, could have been
privy or accessary to a crime committed in Travancore. Should the magistrate
however determine to refer the case for the orders of the Honourable the Governor
in council, pursuant to the provisions of Regulation XJ. of 1809, above quoted, he
may still keep the parties held to bail, otherwise he will be pleased to discharge
em therefrom.”
56.—On the 24th, I received a precept from the provincial court, informing me,

that in expressing the opinion, viz. that the parents or relatives of free born, and
Masters or proprietors of bondsmen, children, or adults, should come forwardwith
the charge as contained in their orders of the 13th ; they “‘ had in view the provisions
of Regulation XI. of 1809, which seems to consider this indispensible, and which
further reserves the determination as to the bringing to trial of the persons who may

be thus charged, to the Honourable the Governor in council. That the above
opinion had no reference to the case of the theft of the female PooliaWaltachee,

125, ry

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s

Territories.
Cy

F. 7.

F. 14.

F. 35.



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.

Vide A. proceedings
of Magistrates.

576 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

by the mopla Coomba moideen, which, in common with other crimes committed
within the limits of the Honourable Company’s territories, is directly cognizable by
the courts established thereon ; as however the law officer objects to the government
being prosecutors where they are owners of the property stolen, it seems to be ex-
pedient that the Cherical Rajah should appoint a person to carry on the prosecution
in his name, and on his behalf.”

57.—On the provincial court’s precept I have to observe, that in the orders received
in their second precept, dated 15th January, desiring me forthwith to return the 16
PooliarsI had detained, they certainly say, with the exception of Waltachee, but
immediately afterwards they tell me, “ in regard to this person, as well as the others,
I was not taking the most direct or efficacious means to ascertain whether they had
been actually stolen, which at present rests solely on the declarations of the slaves
themselves, and that unless a charge of this kind shall have been previously pre-
ferred by the proprietors of the bondsmen, and other evidence adduced thereof, they
did not see that under Regulation XI. of 1809, or any other regulation, a pro-
secution can be supported.”

58.—Admitting, however, that this opinion did not refer to Waltachee, and that
a prosecution could be supported against Coomba Moideen, on the grounds of the
declarations of the slaves themselves, the same arguments would apply to the whole
of the Pooliars stolen from South Malabar, and even to 14 out of the 16 Pooliars
lately imported from Cochin; in the depositions of the latter, two stated they were
taken from Cherical, and carried to Anjara Kandy by the mopilla Coomba Moideen,
twelve, that Wappen and Country Parry, had brought them from Cochin ;. ull three
of these mopillas were natives of Malabar, and the offences committed by them,
were in places within the limits of the Company’s districts.
59.—In the provincial court’s orders, dated 10th January, they say it was “ their

intention, so soon as certain explanations, Mr. Brown has been invited to afford, had
been received from that gentleman, to refer the whole of the proceedings to the
Sudder Adawlut, to which court they conceive they were the proper channel of
reference. This was in answer to where I stated my intention of forwarding the
whole of the papers up to the presidency.” Uncertain what object the judges had
in view, by saying, the Sudder Adawlut was the proper channel of reference, I ex-
plained on the 13th, that it was my intention “‘to make a full report to the govern-
ment for the purpose of being submitted for the opinion of the Company's law
officer, as far as related to Mr, Brown, and to commit those persons who were amen-
able to’ the Companiy’s local courts for trial.” This however did not produce the
wished for explanation ; nothing more is said of Mr. Brown, or of a reference to the
Sudder Adawlut; but on the 22d January, I received a precept from the court of
sessions, declining to try the natives, on the ground, “ that the orders of government
are specially required to bring persons, subjects of the Honourable Company’s
territories, to trial for offences committed by them in the dominions of a foreign
state; that if I should determine to refer the case for the orders of the Honourable
the Governor in council, pursuant to. Regulation XI. 1809, I might still keep the
parties held to bail, otherwise I must discharge them therefrom. Another reason
tor not trying the prisoners was, that the law officer objected to the legality of the
cirkar vakeel being appointed as prosecutor, whilst the parents or relations of the
freeborn children, who had been kidnapped and sold as slaves, were existing.”
And the provincial court, in a precept dated 24th January, communicate their orders
to the same effect. .
60.—In answer to the first of these objections, it will be sufficient to state, that

the three persons committed in Case 15, were charged with strong suspicion of
having been privy to the kidnapping nine free-born children, natives of Travancore,
depriving them of their koodema (lock of hair), putting the mopla dress on them, in
having secreted them at Mahe. The grounds of commitmentwere, the nine children
had been found in their houses after a good deal of difficulty, and even denial at first
on the part of the prisoners; but all of them afterwards, when the children were found,
confessed they had been sent to them from Aleppi by Wallapatagate Assen Ally; one
of them in his defence said that Wallpatagate Assen Ally had been already punished
by order of the resident of Travancore, while the whole of the children declared
they had been stolen; some, while asleep, others while out tending cattle, cloths
thrust in their mouths, and in this manner carried off to Wallapaligata Assen Ally,
at Aleppi, and by him sent off by water to Mahe; as far therefore as related to
these three moplas, I don’t see how they could come within the intendment of the
enactment of Regulation XI. a. p. 1809, because thcy were all three nativesof

ane,
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Mahe, and subjects of the Company's government; the crime they were accused

of, they had committed ‘at Mahe, which place was in the Company’s dominions;
they had received and secreted these children in their houses at Mahe, and every
day's, every hour’s detention of them was a fresh injury done them; there was not a
day that they did not cry and entreat they might be-restored to liberty ; the mopillas

did not actually steal those children in the first instance; but unless it can for a
moment be supposed, they could have unknowingly received and held in slave
free-born children who had been stolen, they must be considered as liable to the

same penalties as the principals. When the children were brought before me, a
more afflicting spectacle cannot be conceived ; their appearance was wretched in the
extreme; the boys had been deprived of their koodima (lock of hair), the girls
dressed in a dirty mopla koopai, and all cried at their having lost their caste,
and were not pacified until I took off the mopla dress, and assured them they
should not go back to the moppilas, but that I would restore them to their country
and their parents.
61.—In answer to the second cause for not trying these moplas ‘on the ground of

the illegality of the sirkar vakeel prosecuting, I can only say, the objection has
never before been made, although many prosecutions have been carried on at the
suit of government, from the absence, accidental, unavoidable or intentional, of the

complainant to prosecute, and if this had not beendone, the ends ofjustice would,
and may still be defeated, by every offender who has money, influence or address

sufficient to bribe, intimidate or prevent their accusers coming forward; in the

present instance, it is impossible to conceive, either on the score of expediency,

justice or humanity, a case where the appointment of a person in that capacity
is so necessary, because the best laws will not execute themselves; and it is

very improbable, that the parents or relations of the free-born children, stolen as
they were from the most remote parts of Travancore, ever will know where their
children were carried, or even admitting that they do know of their having been

transported to Malabar, and that part of them were in the possession of a Eu-
ropean, in the state of ignorance and dread the people of Travancore are of British
subjects and British laws, it is hardly likely that any one of them would have the
courage to come before a British court of justice in the character of a prosecutor of

a European in Malabar; there is a local (painful as it is to me to say it) and more
powerful obstacle to deter individuals from prosecuting Mr. Brown, or any one of
that party, before the provincial court; but though the Travancorians may not be
aware of this bias in favour of individuals, if they do chance to hear where their

children and slaves are, they will also hear the protection that has been given to
Mr. Brown, by the provincial court, in these his unlawful acquisitions.
62.—I now return to the provincial court’s modified orders of the 24th January,

relative to the female slave, the property of the raja of Chericul, who with her
daughter had been found in Mr. Brown’s possession at Anjarakandy, whither she
had been carried by Coomba Moideen. On the receipt of these orders, I senta

peon to Anjarakandy, to bring Waltachee and her daughter, as also Coomba
Moideen (whom I had admitted to bail), and the several persons he had impli-
cated in his confession; about this time Wallapatagata Assen Ally had appeared

before me, and stated, that he had omitted in his examination on the 8th, two

pooliar children, that instead of six he had sent eight persons from Alleppi, to

Mr. Brown. I wrote to Mr. Brown to deliver them up, which he did accordingly,

and at the same time informed me, that the eight children mentioned by Assen

Ally were all-taken to Tellicherry by my own people, and two of tkem sent back

by my own orders, with other pooliars, for what purpose he knew not; Mr.

Brown could not have forgotten that in his ante-dated letter of the 4th January, he

had informed me, Assen Ally had sent him six persons to work on his plantation

until his return from Travancore, and that he (Mr. Brown) had no claim on them ;

and in regard to the other persons I had forcibly deprived him of, it was totally

false that they were stolen or kidnapped, nor did any one of them assert any such

thing. This surely is conclusive, that Mr. Brown then insisted upon his right to

all the pooliars on his plantation, with.the exception of these six persons; the judges

of the provincial court understood him in that light, andaccordingly ordered me to

restore, with the exception of these six, all the persons brought to Tellicherry to

Anjarakandy ; they were accordingly sent back, and amongst them (I now find from

Mr. Brown's letter), the two additional children Assen Ally had on the 2oth January

informed me, were amongst those he had supplied to Mr. Brown, and yet Mr.

Brown, when thev are sent back, receives them as if they were his ownproperty,
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and not a word does he say about them, nor in all probability would he ever, but
for the accidental communication made by Assen Ally, and my demand on Mr.
Brown in consequence thereof.
63.—To return to the case of Waltachee and her daughter Waltachee, they both

came, as did Coomba Moideen and his accomplices, as also the brother of
Waltachee, and finding all their depositions agreeing in the principal points, and
corroborative of what Waltachee and her daughter had stated, I wrote to the

Chericul raja, and desired him to send some person to see these two pooliars, and
if his, to take charge of them, and appoint a person to carry on the prosecution
in his behalf; the raja did so, and his vakeel having recognized Waltachee,
preferred a complaint against Coomba Moideen and his accomplices.
64.—I immediately issued a warrant to Mr. Brown, stating that Waltachee and

her daughter had been claimed by the raja of Chericul as his rightful (jelm) property ;
that in the proceedings held before me, there were the strongest grounds to suppose
they were, and that they had been stolen from him; but that as he, Mr. Brown,
had in his letter dated the 4th, declared he was perfectly prepared to support his
right to all the pooliars and persons (with exception of the six free-born children
sent by Assen Ally), brought from his plantation, who had alledged they had been
kidnapped, of which number were Waltachee and her daughter; I desired him to
attend either in person, or by vakeel, on the 3rd February, to account for the
manner in which Waltachee and her daughter had come into his possession, and to
make good his right to them.
65.—On the 3d, a peon came to the court, and called one of the court vakeels

to Mr. Douglas’s house, and when he returned, he brought a vakeelutnama, signed
by Mr. Brown, and witnessed by Mr. Douglas and Captain Ravenshaw, and with
it a paper, in the vakeel’s name, which were delivered into the court, by which
Mr. Brown acknowledges that he had no claim whatever to Wattachee and her
daughter, that one day in 987 (no month) he heard that Koomba Moideen, of
Anjarakandy, had brought them with mopla hoossais on them; that he ordered
Moideen to be called to him, but he was not to be found ; that four days afterwards,
he sent his servant Bawa to call Moideen’s brother Perry, who came with the two
poolies; when he asked Perry how these poolies came there, that Perry answered,
his brother Moideen had brought them, but how he bad got them he knew not, and
then said until Moideen’s arrival, let them remain with Saib; in consequence of
which, they were put with his Mr. Brown’s pooliars until Moideen’s return, and
the truth could be ascertained ; but that before Moideen came, and the truth could
be. ascertained, an order came from the court to carry away all the pooliars, at
which time he told Chatoo Menon (one of those who came with the court's order)
that these two pooliars were not his.

66.-—The accounts given by Moideen Perry and Brawa differ widely from the
above. This is certain, that Wattachee and her daughter were stolen by Coomba
Moideen, from the rajah of Chericul, and carried to Anjarakandy, and there taken
possession of by Mr. Brown, and placed amongst the slaves on his plantation, where
they had been ever since Kartladakeen, 986.

67.——Mr. Brown has said, that he told Chatoo Menon that these two did not
belong to him; this is denied by Chatoo Menon and the whole of the persons who
were present during the search on Mr. Brown’s plantation; and the presumption
certainly is in favour of the veracity of the latter, when Mr. Brown is totally silent
on this point in all his letters to me, and even unqualifiedly declares as false, that
the pooliars (with the exception of six sent by Assin Ally) were stolen or kidnapped,
or that any of them said so to Chatoo Menon, when questioned by him at Anjara-

kandy ; and further, that he was perfectly prepared to support his right to them, so
soon as his property is impeached. But, in my opinion, no further proof is requi-

site, than the simple fact of these two poolies having been found in Mr. Brown's
possession. He acknowledges they were brought before him; he must then have
known by the same means that I did; viz. from their own mouths, that they were
the property of the raja of Chericul, and had been carried off against their will;

Bursa, Mr. Brown’s servant, declares he heard them tell Mr. Brown they had been
stolen by Coomba Moideen ; I fear, therefore, Mr. Brown will be considered in the
eye of the law, as having incurred the same penalties as the principal. I have
sentenced Coomba Moideen to receive the full extent of the punishment I am
empowered to inflict, for the robbery in the first instance. His brother Parry,
Pockroo Toopra and Bowa, being accessaries after the fact, I have sentenced to
three months imprisonment; the former I did not commit for trial before the court

0
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of quarter sessions, because I viewed his offence as admitting of some alteration in

the countenance he met with in Mr. Brown, whose orders are considered as law

within the five deohmns of Anjarakandy, since they were leased to him by

government. .

68.—The necessity for some example to deter others from this abominable traffic,
is becoming daily more obvious; 1 have now a complaint before me, preferred by

Changara Ooni Tiri of Koltatnaad, against three moplas for comingduring the night

time of the 3d of this month, and taking off his estate his poolie (female slave) and
her three children ; I have not got through the case, but should from the aggravated

nature of the case, I have no other alternative than to commit them for trial; I shall

be prepared to expect that some ground will be found for their acquittal, and the

government will see abundance of reason for such apprehensions in the sentiments

expressed in the precepts from the provincial court and court of sessions, more

especially on the following paragraph of their orders, declining to proceed to the

trial of the Mahe mapillas, in whose houses were found secreted the nine kidnapped

free-born children. ‘‘ The judge deems it farther necessary, to give it as his opinion,

that on the evidence as it now stands, and facts stated, the conviction of the persons

whom the magistrate has brought forward, is absolutely hopeless. Since even, was

the fact of the stealth of the children substantiated by legal evidence, it seems im-
possible to prove that the prisoners, residing at Mahe, could have been privy or
accessory to a crime committed in Travancore.” There is, however, a case still more

in point, that has happened within the last few days, and which, as having excited

a good deal of attention, I here relate.

69.—Seven moplas, natives _of Chericul and Canincore, were charged on the 8th
of November last, by poolian Chakane Kantryan, for kidnapping his three children,
the eldest twelve, the second nine, and the third seven, and putting on them the

mopilla koopoi, and afterwards selling them. The children were, at the time, living

under the protection of the father, and never had been separated from each other,

the mother was dead. The two first prisoners acknowledged that they had gone with

two others, and carried away the children, without their father’s knowledge, but had

been ordered by one Wingaden Pally to do so, on the plea that he had purchased
the freehold right of them from one Oonicha Koorass. Third and fourth prisoners,

said Wingaden Pally had desired them, after the children were brought by two first
prisoners to take them to Cananore for sale, that they accordingly sold one to fifth

prisoner for 20 rupees, one to sixth prisoner for 15 rupees, and the other to seventh

prisoner for 13 rupees, out of which they received each six rupees for their trouble ;

the three last prisoners corroborated the above. ‘The children declared they were
seized by the first and second prisoners while tending cattle, and that when they
cried out they were beat, when brought into court they were dressed as moplas.

They intreated that they might be returned to their father, and the moppilla koossa~

gima taken off from them. ‘he prisoners were accordingly committed on the above
grounds, on the 21st November, to take their trial in case N° 8, on the calendar.

70.--On the 3d January [ received a precept from the court of quarter sessions,

stating that the law officer had objected to the right of the person whose name

appears as prosecutor to be acknowledged in that capacity, that he was of the

poolian caste, and slave of Eleadatil Namboodry, consequently his children (the

stealing of whom forms the grounds of the charge against the prisoners) are the

property of the said Namboodry; also, that the Namboodry should have been

called upon, and have had an option to prosecute the prisoners for stealing or un-

lawfully obtaining possession of his property, the three pooliars, the children in

question, and concluded with desiring this might be done without delay.

71.—On the following day 1 informed the judge of sessions that the Namboodry

should be sent for, but it would be of no use, as it did not appear that he had any
claim on the children, who by the usages of North Malabar were the property of
the owner of the mother and not the father; that the owner of the mother was

Waraperata Asseem Cooty, who had remonstrated with the prisoners for having

stolen the children and put on the mopla koopai, but that, not succeeding in ob-

taining restitution, he it was who had advised the father to bring the present
prosecution.

72.—On the 17th January the judge replied, that as it would appear, that the

attendance of the Namboodry was unnecessary, still as there appears much confu-
sion whether Waraporate Assen Cooty was the proprietor, or one Oomiha Koorup,
of these three children, desired me to investigate this point. On the 2oth I made

my return to this order, and forwarded the further proceedings I had held.
125, 73.—On
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73.—On the 21st I received the following official memorandum from the judge of
sessions; ‘* Let the prosecutor and witnesses be released from their recognizances,.
the prisoners Oomchan Koorupo, Kooman Kalenden, Pallen Mamoo, Iram
Moideen, and Koonamporate Pakroo Cooty, may be delivered up to their bail;
Mungaden Pally, who has been arraigned and tried with the others, may be admitted
to bail; and the following prisoners, who were not tried, as the prosecutor preferred
no charge against them, may be released from their bail and discharged, viz. Pally
Candy, Moossa Checoonen, Coontry Panicys and Awerande Cuntry Pakin.”
74.—I immediately wrote to request the judge would inform me, whether the

children who had alledged they had been stolen, and had the mopla koopayum,
were to be delivered to the persons cn whom they were found, or restored to their
father. The following is his answer: “In reply to his reference of the 2ist the
magistrate is directed to deliver over the three poolia children to Waiporate Cheria,
Assen Cooty, the prosecutor in case N° VIII. and who, as far as yet appears, is their
jemmi or proprietor.” And, finally, on the 18th February I received a warrant ac-
quitting all the aforesaid prisoners of the charges laid against them respectively, and
desiring me to release their bail from their recognizances and discharge the
prisoners.
75.—The court’s objections to the father being acknowledged as the prosecutor

are unprecedented. In a case tried, 1st sessions 1808, for the murder of a poolian,
his poolie or wife appeared as prosecutrix ; the trial went on, and the prisoners were
sentenced to and suffered death. But no objection was then made to her right of
being acknowledged in that capacity, although the poolian who had been put to
death was lost to the owner much more effectually than the children were in the
present case, and agreeable to the opinion of the law officer, as contained in the
court’s precept, he was the person aggrieved, and in Mr. Clephane’s words “ should
have been called to prosecute the prisoners.”

76.—It will, however, be found by the usages of Malnbar, the owner of the
mother of the kidnapped children had no legal claim to them because they were not
adults, until when they cannot be separated from their parents. It was this con-
sideration that induced the owner of the mother, Assen Cooty, to send for and
instruct the father (the mother being dead) to prosecute the moplas who had robbed
him of his children. He was then lawful as well as natural guardian during their
minority, and surely a fit object for redress in a British court of justice. Assen
Cooty, to whom the court of sessions ordered the children to be given, has waved
his right on the grounds of that order in favour of the father, who in consequence
has required possession of his daughters. But whatever difference of opinion there
may be on this question, the restitution of these children to Assen Cooty at all
events establishes, the fact, that the prisoners had no claim to them, who therefore
must have stolen or unlawfully obtained possession of them.
77.—And in regard to the penalties attached to the stealing of children or other

persons, the following clause appears in the 6oth section of Mr. Duocan’s observa-
tions: ‘ As far as I have been able to trace the laws which are provided against this
crime by the Mahomedan code, they are as follows: 1st. From the book called
Room Ullatabur (as pointed out by the Cawzee of Calicut), if any one hath from
a place of security stolen away a slave, who is not capable to discriminate and is
young, anda stranger, or from another land, such thief’s hand shall be cut off, and
the same also, if the party stolen be capable of discrimination, but inebriated or asleep,
or taken by compulsion. ad. If any one steal a free child his hand is to be cut
off, which is the ordination for such thefts or stealing committed from a place of
security, and that term is taken for a house and the like.”

78.—The prisoners, it would then appear, had done what by law they were not
warranted to do, and their offence was considerably aggravated in their having
clothed the children in the mopla koopayum, which in Malabar is held equivalent
to proselytism. This offence has always been punished, even under our own
government; so late as 2d sessions 1807, a mopla was tried for enticing a koor-
chan’s and (mountaineer’s) child, and cutting off the koodima (lock of hair), the
distinguishing mark of caste; he was found guilty, and sentenced to three years
imprisonment and hard labour and 24 stripes.
79.—But from the earliest period of the administration in Malabar, kidnapping,

because involving a loss of caste as, well as liberty, has been considered as a most
heinous offence. So early as April 1793, there are two instances on record, of
two natives of Tellicherry, who had been chargedwith decoying children and selling
them as slaves, having been. sentenced to be flogged through the bazar of Tellicherry,
then to be sent to Bombay, for the purpose of being transported to the Andamans.

8o.— ihe



OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 581

80.-The commissioners, Messrs. Duncan, Page and Boddam, in a letter, dated
15th June 1793, wrote to the chief and factors ofTellicherry, as follows: ‘“ Finding
it asserted by Shamnath, that the practice of shipping kidnapped and other natives
as slaves from the several ports on this coast, is still more or less continued, notwith-
standing the various prohibitions which have been issued against a practice so
nefarious, so destructive and so inhuman, in whatever light considered, we do think
it our duty to require your most unremitted attention to prevent any such transaction
in time to come.”
$1.—And in a letter from the Honourable Company to the government of

Bombay, dated 5th August 1796, is the following, paragraph 3, ‘“ we are pleased
to find, that from the measures pursued by the Malabar commissioners, so much
to their honour, and the orders issued in consequence thereof, an entire stop has been
put to this inhuman traffic in the province of Malabar.”
82.—There is one case to which I beg to call the ‘particular attention of govern-

ment, because all the present three judges of the provincial court had some share in
the decision. A Tean boy went before Mr. Stevens, the present first judge, in
1799, and stated he had been stolen at the age of six years by some mopplas,
brought to ‘fellicherry, and sold to a serjeant, who had transferred him, till he at
last came into the possession of a Mr. Robinson, and in this manner was possessed
for 10 years, not as a slave exposed to hard labour, but an attendant on the daughter
of the owner. Mr. Stevens referred the subject to the commissioners then of
Malabar, for their orders; at the same time informing them, ‘‘ he had made inquiry
regarding the regulations that existed in Tellicherry during the time of the chief
and factors, relative to the purchase of slaves, and found that it was a standing order,
that no person could buy or transfer a slave without both parties coming before the
chief, and proving how the vender became possessed of him, when, if the proofs were
satisfactory, the sale was registered, otherwise the slave was liberated; that he had
found a letter from the government of Bombay to the chief and factors on the sub-
ject; and that he had examined the Register of Slaves from 1779 to 92, but could
not find any registry of the slave in question.”

83.--In answer to this, the commissioners gave their opinion, ‘‘ That the orders
of government addressed to the chief and factors of Tellicherry do undoubtedly
cancel any claim that Mr. Robinson may have possessed to the boy in question ;” ex-
clusive of which, the Commissioners observe, by a voucher to the general report
from the chief and factors of Tellichery, wherein ‘‘ they declare that the utmost
vigilance and pains have been constantly exerted by them to put a stop to so nefarious
a practice; and that they had, in numerous instances, been successful in discovering
persons in a state of slavery who had been kidnapped and sold, even as far as
Bombay, and had the satisfaction of returning them to their families.” The com-
missioners then remark, ‘‘ if such was the practice when we had no political interest
in the welfare of the country, they would, independent of the first stated reason, have,
without hesitation, directed the emancipation of the boy in question.” Accordingly
the boy is emancipated, and a certificate given him under the seal and signature of
Mr. Stevens, declaring the boy perfectly free, and that no person has any right or
title to claim him as a slave. Mr. Stevens also writes to Mr. Robinson, advising
him of the same, or to use his own words, “I have given hima certificate of his
freedom under my official seal and signature, of which I hereby give you notice, and
warn you at your peril from giving him any molestation.”
84.—On this occasion, it does not appear that a “ charge had been previously

preferred by the parents or relatives, or proprietor of the boy, and evidence adduced
thereof,” while, on the other hand, Mr. Robinson offered to prove his right by
adducing proof of the registry of the boy at Bombay; this, he is not allowed to
do, though so necessary to the vindication of his own character against the suspicion
of having in his posession a slave unlawfully come by; and yet do the judges of the
provincial court, in direct opposition to their former official acts, notwithstanding
the “ various prohibitions which have been issued againsta practice so nefarious, so
destructive, and so inhuman, in whatever light considered,” and above all, in viola-
tionof a positive Act of Parliament, pronounce, as totally illegal, my calling to
Tellicherry 76 individuals who had stated they had been stolen and exiled ; order me

peremptorily to immediately send them back to Mr. Brown, and for what? “ in
order to lessen as much as possible the injury to which Mr, Brown's interests have
been exposed, by their long and continued detention. They further express their
eliberate opinion, that they did not see that a prosecution could be supported

gainst the persons charged in the declarations of those 76 persons (free-born and
125, bondsmen),
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bondsmen), unless a charge shall have been previously preferred by the owners of
the bondsmen, parents and relations of the freeborn children.”
85.—Why the declarations, and above all, concurrent testimonies of so many

individuals, are to go to naught on the present occasion, I cannot comprehend,
Evidence of slaves never has been rejected ina British court of justice; and there
are instances of persons who have been tried and convicted of murder before the
judges of the provincial court upon the complaint and testimony of Pooliars; and
others again where slaves, and even one of Mr. Brown’s, had been tried and sen-
tenced to banishment for life. If these people are not, then, disqualified from giving
evidence, if they are amenable in their own persons to the laws, it would be incon.
sistent in reason or justice to deny them the full benefit of, and protection afforded
by those laws. The servitude they are doomed to by the usages of their country, is
sufficiently deplorable and humiliating without our adding to their degradation.
86.—The government of Madras, “ in any of their orders, have never made any

such distinction; and even the very letter upon which Mr. Brown foundsa claim
to immunity, makes against him. The part I allude to is as follows :—“ The col-
lector should be ordered to refer the slaves to the magistrate, if they have any com-
plaints against the persons who call themselves their masters.”
87.—But there is a very recent order still more applicable, because it refers

immediately to Mr. Brown ; it was issued on the occasion of the severe punishments
he inflicted on some of his slaves. ‘ It is the desire of the Honourable the
Governor in council that the misconduct of Mr. Brown, in this instance, be prose-
cuted to such legal issue as may be proper.”
88.—The learned translator of the Hedaya, in his preliminary discourse under

the head of manumission, says, “ The law in many instances affords them (slaves)
protection against injustice, and declares them to be claimants of right. In some
particulars moreover provides an alleviation to this otherwise most hopeless and
degraded state of man, unknown to the more polished inhabitants of Europe, as
may be perceived in perusing the laws with respect to Am Walits Mekahbs
Modalbris and Mazooms.”
90.—I trust I may be permitted to make a few observations on the authority

exercised by the judges of the provincial court over me, as far as this inquiry
extends to Mr. Brown. I cannot find in any of the regulations that the judges of
the provincial court possess jurisdiction in criminal matters relating to British
subjects; it is, therefore, extremely doubtful whether they are vested with the power
they have exercised on the present occasion, in taking cognizance of the facts set
forth in a petition from Mr. Brown against me, while discharging my duty as one of
His Majesty’s justices of the peace, (laying aside the scandalous purport of it, which
alone was a sufficient ground for its rejection,) and issuing the orders they have to
me. To my humble judgment, the more direct course would have been to have
told Mr. Brown, if he felt himself aggrieved, to seek redress by petition to the
government, or to the supreme court of judicature; both of which there is no
doubt of his disposition to have done, if he really doubted “ the legality of my
conduct” towards him, or considered my requisitions in the light of undue exer-
tions of authority.

g1.-—But, admitting that the judges of the provincial court were authorized to
receive and take cognizance of the facts set forth in Mr. Brown’s petition, and to
controul my acts, I affirm they are as strictly bound by the spirit, intent, and mean-
ing of the legislature as the justice of the peace is; and whatever doubts were, in
their opinion, to be entertained as to the fact of the children and adults found on
Mr. Brown’s plantation having been kidnapped, there was no mistaking the laws
which haye been enacted abolishing the slave trade, which do not admit of an
exemption in favour of Mr. Brown, or any other natural born British subject;
their operation, therefore, must be considered as extending to countries where
domestic slavery is recognized by the local usages and the Musselman law. By the
Act of Parliament, the prohibition extends “to all subjects of Great Britain re-
siding here, or in our foreign countries; to all the natural born subjects of His
Majesty, wherever they may reside, or residing in any part of His Majesty's
dominions, whatever may have been their native country, either directly or indirectly
carrying or assisting in carrying on atraffic in slaves ;” and every method by which
British subjects may be conceived to aid the slave trade is aaxiously enumerated, all
are declared unlawful; and all slaves imported subsequent to 1st January 1808
are entitled to their freedom; while the convicted slave trader is subjected to trans-
portation for fourteen years, or to imprisonment and hard labour for five years.

q2.—Mr. Brown



OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 583

92.—Mr. Brown admits, that he has purchased several Pooliar children, and
imported some even very lately from Cochin. Confining myself, therefore, to this
fact, Mr. Brown has done what by law he was not warranted to do; and in this
view of the subject, laying aside the consideration of enslaved free-born children
and bondsmen having been found in his possession, who had been stolen, I conceive
I should have been fully justified in all that I have done, and perhaps much more.
If, however, contrary to my own opinion, I am in error, it is an error in favour of
humanity; but I will not fora moment anticipate the possibility that any thing
like a vindication of my conduct will be required; on the contrary, I am willing to
believe the Honourable the Governor in council will view the transactions I have
here brought to light, as involving the reputation of the British government for
justice, humanity, and sound policy, and as such requiring the interposition of their
authority, in such way as shall prevent unprincipled individuals from embarking in
this traffic in future.
g3.—And in regard to Mr. Murdock Brown, his accomplices Wallapagate Assen

Ally, Bawa country, Perny and the three moplas of Mahe, I beg to submit to the
consideration of government, the expediency of referring to their law officer the
proceedings held before me, as far as they relate to Mr. Brown, that 1 may have
the benefit of his legal opinion as to the steps proper to be taken against that
person; and in regard to the natives, I trust the government will issue special orders
under the provisions of regulation XI. A.D. 1809, without which the provincial
court of circuit will not proceed to their trial.
94.—I have now to report, that the two Poolies, Wallachee and Wattachee,

have been restored to the Chericul Raja, their lawful owner ; that the six free-born
children and two Pooliar children, found on Mr. Brown’s plantation, and the nine
free-born children found at Mahe, have been sent down to Travancore, that the
resident may cause them to be restored to their parents or relations in the same
way as the 11 already recovered by the Travancore officers were by the authorities
at Marvilakana. I would also have sent back the 12 Pooliars who had been brought
from Cochin to the resident of Travancore, to be restored to their proprietors, sub-
jects of the Rajah of Cochin, but for the injunctions contained in the provincial
court's precepts, dated 13th and 15th January; they are in consequence still with
Mr. Brown, as well as the Pooliars and Wettoowars, natives of south Malabar, who
declare they were stolen. The government will, no doubt, issue immediate orders
for their restoration to their proprietors, as well as the enfranchisement of free-
born children, natives of Travancore, who there is too much reason to believe
have been recently imported into, and reduced to state of bondage, in various parts
of Malabar.
95.—Before I conclude, I may be permitted to call the attention of the Honour-

able the Governor in council, to the great contrast shewn by the provincial court,
in the extreme delicacy observed to Mr. Brown, and their unqualified disapprobation
of, and opposition to, whatever I engage in; a disposition so far systemtized, that it
forms the characteristic feature of all their proceedings wherein I am concerned,
either asjudge or party. Of this the government have a striking instance in their
decree, in the prosecution instituted against the pundit of this zillah, for gross
treachery, bribery and corruption; in fact it would seem, when I look back to the
eventful period of the last four years, as if all the channels ofjustice were stopped
in the case of delinquents; while all their severity and rigour were reserved for those
‘who have the boldness to exposetheircrimes.
‘96.—Annexed I send, in an appendix, copies of all the documents referred to in

‘this report; and have the honour.to be,

‘Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed) Thomas Harvey Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Zalla, N. Malabar, 29th February 1812.

(A.)\—Examination of first witness, Koroomba, daughter of Mooudden,
Hindoo, of Teen caste, inhabitant of Poodecherry Cotta to the southward,
aged 11 years; taken before the magistrate in the Zillah North Malabar,
6th Danoo 987, or 19 December 1811.

Question. —What is your name and caste?
Answer.—My former name was Koroomba, and now I am called Amina*;

1am of the Tien caste.
425, Which
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Fort St. George Which is your country, and who brought you to this place?

Papers : My country is Poddicherry * Cotta Kagata, to the southward. My house name
Stateot Slavery is Parrayer Vellaill. I was sent by Assan AllyMopella from Allope to this place.

Territories. Did you come to Allepii with the consent of your parents ?
oO When I was asleep in the kottool (verandah) a choan came, without my family

Travancore. or mother’s knowledge, snatched me up, and thrust a cloth into my mouth so that
I could not cry out; carried and delivered me to a Kaka t, who bored my ears and

+ Appellation given put in alakata, and sent me to Mahe.
to Moplas.

How was you brought to Mahi?
I was brought in a manchoo that was bringing pepper, with two other children.

What are the names and castes of the two other children that were brought
with you?

Their names are, Cockeddy Kally and Coche Munddon; they are of the
Tien caste.

In what house were you kept at Mahi?
In tahil, with a umah; I don’t know her name.

Where do you wish now to live?
I wish to return to my country, to live with my mother.

(signed.)

Examination of second witness, Kochedy Kally, daughter of Changrour,
Hindoo of Chovan caste, inhabitant of Allepii, aged 12 years; taken before
the magistrate in the Zillah North Malabar, 6 Danoo 987, or 19th De-
cember 1811.

Question.—-What is your name?
Answer.—My former name is Kochidy Kally, and now I am called Allynea.

What is your caste ?
My caste of Chowammar, not liable to slavery.

From what place did you come to Mahi?
I was sent from Allepi by Assen Ally Kaka to Mahi.

How were you brought to Mahi?
I was brought by sea on board a manchoo that was bringing pepper to Mahi.

Were you given by your relations that you were brought to this place?
My relations neither gave me nor did they know of it; at night, whenI was

asleep in the varandah, a chouan came, stopt my mouth, carried and delivered me
to a mopella, who afterwards delivered me to Assen Ally.

Who was the person that put on you this koopay mopella dress?
It was Cockymanny, the mopella to whom I was first brought, that put on

koopay; the alykata, &c. were made and given to me by Assen Ally Kaka.

Where do you now wish to live?
I wish to return to my country and live with my parents.

Where was you kept after you was brought to Mahi?
I was kept in the house of Assen Ally’s uma.

Were there any other children brought with you when you were brought te

this place?
There were a girl and a boy brought in the same manchoo with me.

What are the names and caste of these children ?
The girl is called Korrumba, and she is of my caste, and now she is called

Amina; the boy is of Corowar caste; his name is Cochy Moonddan, and he is

called Ally.

. . Where were they kept at Mahi? .
Vide examination They were not kept in the same house where I was kept; they were kept in
of Koroomba,

-
other houses. (signed.)
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Examination of third witness, Edda Nuce, of Ambelly Poolla, aged 18 years, Fort St. George
: . : : . ‘ Papers:

Hindoo Shuder, inhabitant of Alleppi, taken before the magistrate, in the State of Slavery
Zillah North Malabar. 6 Danoo 987, or 19th December 1811. in Company's

Question. —What is your name and caste? Territories.
We. . *Answer. My name is Eddittes, and by caste I am a Shuder*. * Theappellation

Which is your country, and who brought you to this place? by which the Naize
My country is Allepii; and when I was asleep in the viranda of my house at of Malabarfrondis-

night, I was stolen and embarked on board a manchoo, landed at Panang, and tinguished from all
delivered to Assan Aly, with whom I lived upwards of a year. He got my ears them.
bored, and put in alckata and a kupaya (mopella dress) ; and then I was embarked
from Penang on board a manchoo and sent to Mahé, to Assen Aly’s house, where
I was kept for three or four days, and afterwards I was brought to this place.

Who was the person that stole you at night-time from your country, and gave
you to Assen Ally?

I think it was Assen Ally’s man who stole and gave me to Assen Ally.

Were you carried away with the consent of your parents?
No, my parents gave no consent.

Were there any other children brought with you?
No.

Where do you wish to live now ?
I wish to be sent to my country, and live with my sister.

(signed)

Examination of fourth witness, Ayapen Rendoo Chowan, son of Cannen, about
eleven years of age, inhabitant of Karomapally southward, taken before the
magistrate, in the Zillah North Malabar, on the 6th Danoo, or 1yth
December 1811.

Question.—What is your name? .
Answer.—Before my name was Ayapen, but now I am called Kambaroo.

What is your caste?
Chowan.

From what country was it that you came to Mahé?
I was brought to Mahé from Allepii; Assen Ally Kaka sent me.

How were you brought to Mahé ?
I was brought on board a manchoo, that was bringing pepper, and landed at Mahi.

Were you given by your parents to be brought to this place?
No, my father and mother did not know of my coming to this place; one day,

at nivht, when I was asleep in the viranda of my house, a mopilla came, thrust a
cloth in my mouth, carried me to his house, and kept me there for two or three days,
and from thence he took me to Allipii, and gave me to Assen Ally ; there I lived
two days, after which I was sent to Mahé.

Who deprived you of your koodoma? f
The mopilla that seized me. + Lock of hair on

the top or front part
Where do you wish to live? of thehead, the dis-

I wish : : . tinguishing mark ofto live with my mother the Malater Hin.

After you were brought to Mahé, where were you kept? doos.
In Coonhypaly Moselliar’s house.

Were there any other children brought with you?
No, there were none. (signed)

Examination of fifth witness, Coon Yangara, of Tekkakamapably, nephew
of Tien Kartan Ayapen, aged about twelve years, taken on the 14th
eno g87, or 27th December 1811, before the magistrate of Zillah North

abar.

Question.—What is your caste and name?
Answer,—My caste is Tein, my former name was Coon Yangaran, and I am

now called Amod.
125, What
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Fort St. George What is your country, and in what manner were you brought from thence
Papers: to Mahé ?

State of Slavery My country is Tekkakaranapally;* my house name is Kartilly; about four
in Company’* or five months ago, while a nair was tending Kaya Kandin’s cattle, nearmy

"_, house, my brother was also with him, tending that of a nair and teen; I went
thither for the purpose of seeing my brother; when on the road, a mopla seized me
and carried me off, shut me up in a room, and took me the same night toKay-

angollata, deprived me of my roddima, and sold. me to a mopla at Alleppii, and

he gave me to Assen Ally, who kept me a short time, and afterwards put me on
board a manchoo, and sent me to another mopla, with whom I staid a few days;

after which I was again embarked in a manchoo, and sent to Toltan Baba, at

Mahé.

How many months is it since you have been brought to Mahé?
Above one month.

* Travancore.

Were any other children brought with you ?

+ The boy gave One Kellen was brought with me to Mahé; my brother, a child, was embarked

the came F oma on board a ship at Allepii; after my arrival at Mahé, Nadan{ (my mother’s

tion in his exami- eldest sister’s son) and three other children were brought thither, and they were

nation beforethe thence carried to Anjarakandy.
darogah of Mahé,
and it was in con- By whom was your brother sent on board a ship?

sequence of that in- ©The very mopla who seized me seized him, and sold him to a mopla at Allapy,
formation a search es :
wastnade at Anjaras and he embarked him in the ship.

kandy. Who sent Nadan (your mother’s eldest sister’s son) and the other three
children, to Ayarakandy?

After my arrival at Mahé, Assen Ally sent them to Ayarakandy.

Did either Assen Ally or Tolle Baba ask you of what caste you were?

Assen Ally Kaka asked me of what caste I was; I said that I was of Teen

caste; no other person ever asked me the question.
(signed)

Examination of sixth witness, Chowa Cocka Mondru, late of Tekkaporoa-

kaloo, nephew of Chown Christnan, aged nine years, taken on the

6th Danvo 87, or 19th December 1811, before the magistrate of Zillah

North Malabar.

Question. —What is your name?
Answer.—My name is Cocka Mondden; I am now called Aly.

What is your caste ?
My caste is Chown.

From what place did you come to Mahé?
Assen Ally Kaka sent me from Allépii to Mahé.

In what manner were you brought?
I was embarked on board’a manchoo that was bringing pepper, and landed

at Mahé.

Were you given by your relations to be brought to Mahé ?
My relations neither gave me, nor did they know of my having been thither ;

one night, while I was asleep in the viranda of my house, a Chowa (whose name

1 do not know) came, seized me, took me to Allepii, and sold me to one Pathooma,

who sold me to Assem Ally.

Who deprived you of your koodima?
Pathooma, who first brought me from the cowa.

Where do you wish to live now?
I wish to live in my country, if I can be protected from beingagain stolen.

At what place were you kept after you came to Mahs?
I was kept in Assen Ally’s mother’s house.

Were any other children brought with you?
These two young girls were brought with me, pointing to Cockady Rally and

Koroomba. of
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Ofwhat caste are those young girls, and what are their names?
They are both of Chowa caste; the former name of one is Coroomba, and she

is now called Amina, and that of the other is Cockeddy Rally*, and she is now
called Allima.

At what place were they kept at Mahé?
Caroomba was kept in the same houseIlived in, and the other one was carried

to a house in the northern side; and I do not know that house.
(signed)

Examination of seventh witness, Tarrapedekel Changaram, ofTekkakalaloo,
son of Corawen Candru, aged about twelve years, taken on the 6th Danoo
987, or 19th December 1811, before the magistrate of North Malabar.

Question.—What is your caste and name?
Answer.—My caste is Corawan; name, Changaran, and am now called Sallimy

From what place were you brought to Mahé?
I was carried from Quilon to Allapy, from whence Assen Ally sent me to Mahé

in a boat,

Were you given by the people whom you belong to, to be brought to
that place ?

The people to whom I belong did not know of my having been brought thither;
while [ was tending cattle Teen Moplas came, seized me, thrust a cloth in my
mouth, and took me to a jungle, and at night-time they put me on board a man-
choo, caused me to be carried to Allapy, and gave me to Assen Ally Mopla.

How many months is it since you have been seized ?

I was detained one month in Allepy, one in month Pamanywith Tolla Baka; it
is two months since I have been brought to Mahé.

Tn what manner were you brought to all those places?
I was taken both to Pamany, and from thence to Mahé, in a manchoo,

In whose house were you placed at Mahé?
At Assen Aly Kaka’s,

Were any other children brought at the same time with you?
I was alone sent to Pamany; and after my arrival, two children were brought

there, one of which was sent along with me to Mahé, and the one (a young boy)
was kept there.

What are the names of those two children, and of what caste are they?
They told me they were both of Chowa caste; the former name of one was

Kellen, and he is now called Yarajipp, and the former name of the other, who was
at Mahé, is Coon Yangaran, and he is now called Amod.

Do you know in what manner these children were brought?
They told me that they had both been brought away without the knowledve of

the people whom they belong to.

Where do you wish to live now?
I wish to go to my country, to my mother and sisters.

(signed)

Examination of eighth witness, Oorepara Kellen Pendoo Wadon, son of
Kengadam, aged about ten years, made before the magistrate in the Zillah
North Malabar, in the 6th Danoo 987, or 19th December 1811.
Question. What isor name and caste?

Ansuer.—My name is Kellen; caste, Wadan.

Where is your country, and who brought you here?
ycountry is Wayacattanaad ; my elder brother, Chenan, sold me to a mopla at

llapii, but I do not know for how many fanams ; the mopla put me in a manchoo,
and brought me to Allapy, and sold me to Assen Ally; I staid there two or three
ays, and then was put in a manchoo; I landed at Mahé, and made to stay with

Assen Cotty, brother to Assen Ally, and thence I was brought here.
125, Did
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Did not any other of your family know that your brother had sold you, as

you have stated?
Nobody else ofmy house knew of my brother having sold me.

Where do you wish to stay now ?

I wish to go to the place where my sister is ; I pray I may be sent there.
(signed)

Examination of ninth witness, Coona Anda Hind, nephew of Canda Coran,
aged twelve years, native of Cayamcollom, made before the magistrate, on
the 6th Danoo 987, or 19th December 1811.

Question.—Whiat is your name and caste?

Answer.—My name is Coony Anda, and cast Tier.

Where is your country, and who brought you here ?
About twenty days ago, while sleeping outside in the viranda of my house in my

country at Cayam Colton, three or four moplas came, thrust cloths into my mouth
to prevent my crying out, stole and took me in a manchoo to Allapy, and sold me
to Assen Ally, who sent me to Ponany; from thence I was put in a manchoo by
Tollan Babe, and sent to Mahé, and made to stay with Assen Ally’s wife, whence
I was brought to this place.

Was it with the consent of your relations you were brought away?
They did not give their permission.

At what place was your koddima shaved off, and who did it?
At Allapy, by Assen Ally mopla.

Were any other children brought with you to this place?
No.

Where do you wish to stay now ?
T wish to be sent to my country. (signed)

Examination of prisoner Wallapagata Assen Cooty, brother to Assen Ally,
inhabitant of Truvenaad Talook, Mahi Hobely and Tara, Mr. Dinem’s
servant, aged twenty-six years, made before the magistrate, 5th Danoo 987,
or 18th December 1811.

What is your name?
Wallapagata Assen Cooty.

How many children were found in your house when the Delayet Coony
Amboo was sent from this court to make a search init ?

These three children whom I now point out were found in my house.

Where did you get these three children ?
The eldest one, now called Salamaty, was brought by my elder brother Assene

Ally, when he came from the southward, about a year and a half ago; the little boy,

now called Cambarn, was brought about four months, by Carriaden Baba, a boat-

man, who said Assene Ally had sent him to me; the girl now called Allyama, was

sent about twenty days ago from the southward, by Assen Ally; a moonchoo man
brought her here.

What is the caste of these three children?
I have not inquired about it.

You said your elder brother, Assen Ally, brought the girl Salamaty from
southward ; from what district was she brought?

She was brought when he, Assen Ally, came from Aléppi, in Travancore.

What business has your brother to the southward?

He went there as Mr. Brown’s agent.

You said Assen Ally sent the boy named Cambi, and the girl named Alima,

from the southward ; from what particular district were they sent?
From Aleppi.

Do you know how your brother got these children ?
I heard they were bought of their owners.

Mem.—The



OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 589

Mem.—The prisoner here states, that besides these three children, a girl and
boy were found in Assen Ally’s house, where he (deponent) resides, which two
were brought away by the delayet, and are also now present (showing them.)

What are the names of these two children?
The girl is named Amina, and the boy Aly.

What was their caste?
I never made an inquiry.

Mem.—Prisoner here says, another of the boys, now present, was sent up by
Assen Ally, and brought by Tolan Baba, who has been kept in the house
where he is married.

What is the name of that boy ?

Yarajah.

Mem..—Prisoner here says, another of these boys was sent up by Assen
Ally, and brought by Kanadan Baba from Panany, and kept in the house where
Assen Ally is married; he is also present here.

What is the name of that boy ?
Salamy.

What was his former caste?
I never asked.

From whence were the children named Amina, Ally, Yarajah, and Salamy?
The person who brought them up said they had been sent by Assen Ally

from Alleppi.

How were the seven children, mentioned by you, brought to this place?
Some of them were brought in moonchoos to Mahé, and others by land.

Specify those children who were brought by moonchoos, also those children
who came by land, and the people who brought them?

Cambara, Arajapan, and Salamy, were sent by Assen Ally, and brought by
manchoo people, by order of Kairaden Baba; Salamaty was brought by land by
Assen Ally himself; the other three also were brought to Mahé by moonchoos, but
I do not know the names of the moonchoo people who brought them.

From whence did the moonchoo come?
It was a moonchoo that came from Panany, laden with merchandize.

The children say, the one you call Salamy, is a Nair girl; her former name
was Idaty; and the others are Tier children, kidnapped and brought away without
the knowledge of their parents and relations ; did they tell you this?

I did not ask them; they did not tell me of it, nor did I know it.

Who was it that put these kopais on the girls, and caused their ears to be
bored and put alikit in them?

I did nothing of the kind, they were so when they were brought.

Besides the seven children you have mentioned, how many were sent up by
your brother since he went to Aleppi? ;

T have heard one was sent to Tolan Baba, and one to Country Pacroo Mossaliar.

Mem.—Prisoner here says, I heard my brother was taken to Marvilakara,
and there inquired into, and the circumstances represented in writing to
Colonel Munro, which had since been settled, because several people had been
aoing the same; but orders had been passed, that no one was to do so in
uture.

Have you any documents to prove the purchase of the children found in
your possession ?

They were brought to my house because Assen Ally sent them; I have no docu-
Ments orwritings,

(signed)

125,
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Fort St. George Examination of Prisoner Mayel Moideen Cooty, Musselman Mopla,
_ Papers: nephew of Calendar, aged 54, shopkeeper, inhabitant of Jevenaud Talook

State of Slavery
in Compary’s Mahi Hovely, and Tara, made before the Magistrate, 5 Danoo 987,

Territories. 18th December 1811.

Question.—What is your name; where do you reside?

Answer.—Manayel Moideen Cooty; I reside at Mahi.

How many children were found in your house when the Delayet Coony
Amboo was sent from the court to Mahi to search in it?

A boy only has been found in my house.

Where did you get that boy; what is his name and caste?
Wallapagata; Assen Ally sent him up; I do not know his caste and name; I do

not live in that house.

From whence and why did Assen Ally send him?
Assen Ally is married to my niece, to whom he sent the boy from Alleppi.

How was the boy conveyed to Mahé?
I do not know whether by land or by water; it is three or four months since

I went to that house.

How many months is it since the boy was brought; did you see him after
his arrival? ; ;

About two months I saw him since his arrival, but said nothing to him.

Point out the boy who has been brought from your house?

Mem.—The prisoner points out a boy whose former name was Changaren,
and present one Salaney.

(signed)

Examination of Prisoner Kaidallah Moideen Cooty, 7th Danoo 987, 2oth
December 1810, Inhabitant of Ivenevenaad Talook Mahi Hobely and Tara,
made before the Magistrate, aged about 25 years, by trade a merchant.

Question.—What is your name, and where do you reside?
Answer.—My name is Kardalla Moideen Cooty; I reside at Mahé.

How many children were found in your house when the delayet of this court,
named Coony Amboo, was sent to makea search in it?

I was not there at that time; when I returned, the people of my house told me,
that a person had come and taken away a child.

Where did you get that child ; what is its caste and name?
I do not live in that house, and I do not know its caste or name.

How long is it since that child lived in your house ?
I do not know.

How did the child come into your house?
I do not know.

How many months is it since the child was in your house?
I do not know.

wil you be able to recognize the child which has been brought from yout
ouse ?

_A child was pointed out to me in the Daraga Chovey as taken from my house,
which I should know again were I to see it.

(signed)

(B. 1.}—To the Resident of Travancore.
Sir :—There being too much reason to suspect that a considerable traffic is going on

between Travancore and this province, in slaves, and that Walapetagata Assen Ally,
now resident at Allapi, is the principal agent therein, I hasten to apprize you of the
same, that you may take such measures as appear to you proper to secure that

person, and will forward, in the course of to-morrow, some particulars which will
not only confirm the fact, but that many of the unfortunate objects are child of

airs,
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Nairs, Teans, and other casts, which never have at any period of the natural govern-
ment of the country been considered in the light of slaves. I shall be obliged by
you communicating at an early period, whether you have any reason to suppose
this traffic is common, and if so, through what channels, and the names of the
individuals concerned directly or indirectly in this Zillah.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c.
Zillah N. Malabar, r8th Dec. 1811. (signed) .H. Baber, Magistrate.

(B. 2.)—To the Resident of Travancore.

Sir :—I have the honour to forward a list of children who have been discovered
at Mahi, chiefly at the house of Wallapillagata Assen Ally, the person referred to
in my letter of the 18th, with a summary of account they have given of their parents,
their place of nativity, and mode in which they were stolen and sent up here, with
the names of the agents concerned in this inhuman traffic. One of the children
having stated, that his brother and three others were at Anjarakandy, I lost no time
in taking measures to rescue them also, and have received information from my
servants, that they had discovered them and several other children who had been
taken and banished from their relations and country under similar circumstances;
a list of whom shall also be sent as soon as these unfortunates have been brought
before me.

I shall not determine in regard to the disposal of these children, until I am
favoured with your sentiments; they dread the idea of being delivered up to the
moplas, and it appears proper in every consideration, that they should be emanci-
pated, and restored to their friends ; for, with the exception of Idiety, the niece of
Ambilla Pilla, none of them [ imagine will be considered as having forfeited their
caste; and in regard to the girl Idiety, adverting to her age, and the circumstances
under which she was associated with moplas, I should not think her case so
desperate as to preclude her also being admitted to the privileges of her caste.

I have, &c.
(signed) T. H, Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah N. Malabar, 22d December 1811.

(B. 3.)—To the Resident in Tavancore.

Sir:—I had the honour to address you, under date the 18th and 22d ultimo,
on the subject of a recent extensive importation of children from Travancore, and
forwardeda list of as many as I had then traced; since then, six more free-born
children, and sixteen of the Pooliar caste, have been discovered at Anjarakandy,
who say they were, within the last six months, stolen from their relations or owners,
and sent up to Mr. Brown. A list of them also, with the names of their relations
or owners, is herewith transmitted. There were a considerable number more of
Pooliars and Bettoowars, who stated they had been kidnapped scme years ago,
but none from Travancore.

Ihave already apprized you, that Wellapokata Assem Ally sent the free-born
children from Aleppo; that person’s brother, and the other, Mahi Moplas, on
whose possession they were found, had been committed for trial before the court
of quarterly sessions; since which, Wellapakata Assen Ally himself has appeared
before me, I conclude in consequence of the measures set on foot by you to appre-
hend him, and made a full confession, that he sent from Aleppé the children
Ibefore sent you a list of, six of those, viz. the free-born children found at Anjara-
kandy; that there were eleven more, but that they were stopped in Travancore
while on their way to the northward; and that he, in consequence, had been -sen-
tenced by one of the local tribunals to pay a fine of 7,000 kallyan parmam, and to
restore the children; in proof of which he has produced the order passed on that
occasion.

_ In his deposition he also has stated, that during his short residence at Alleppé,
since Methoonam, — about 400 children have been exported from Travancore
under similar circumstances. A copy, however, of that document is sent with this
letter, in order that you may possess the fullest information on the channels through
which this odious traffic has been conducted.
The Pooliars found on Mr. Brown’s plantation say, they were seized, and carried
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place; Mr. Brown having refused to give me any information whatever as to the

manner in which he came by them, I am prevented from giving you any further

clue at present; but the mention of Willaker will be sufficient for you to take

immediate and effectual measures to put a stop to such nefarious practices in that

quarter. I have, &c.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah North Malabar, gth Jan. 1812.

(B. 4.)—To the Resident of Travancore.

Sir:—I have the honour to send by the bearer, Camy Amboo, one of the

dulayats of this court, fifteen free-born children and two of the Pooliar tribe, sent

up from Travancore by Wallapatagata Assem Ally, in order that they may be re-

stored to their parents or proprietors, in the same way as the eleven have been,
(as appears by the tearp of the tribunal of Manulakara), whom Assem Ally had

also dispatched for Malabar, but in which he was prevented through the vigilance
of the Travancore officers.

ad.—I have already, in my letters dated 18th and 22d December, and oth
January, and their accompaniments, communicated all the material circumstances

relative to the mode in which these unfortunates were originally obtained, and
afterwards sent up here; since then, Wallapatagata Assem Ally, ia proof of his
assertion, that he had purchased them, has produced pramanums or deeds of sales;
from the dates, however, of them, and other circumstances, I am inclined to suppose

these documents have been made for the occasion, and that the persons mentioned

therein will be found to be the servants or dependants of Assem Ally, as every one
of the Travancore children allege they were stolen by Wallapatagata Assem Ally’s
eople.

P 3—_As it is of importance to clear up this point, I have sent the originals to you,
and will thank you to send for the persons mentioned therein, and having con-
fronted them with the children now sent, cause them to point out the identical
child sold or transferred by them to Assem Ally, and also give a writing, stating
how and by what means they got possession of them.
4.—In consequence of some objections made by the provincial court of sessions

here, to try the principals or accessaries in this nefarious traffic, on the ground that

the court cannot take cognizance of crimes committed in places out of the limits of
the British provinces, without the special orders of government, and also because of

the law officer objecting to acknowledge, in the capacity of prosecutor, either the
government vakeel, the free-born or bondsmen, so long as the parents or relations

of the former, and proprietors of the latter, are existing. I have found it necessary
to report the whole of the circumstances of the case to government for their final
orders; and in consequence of these objections, Wallapatagata Assem Ally has been
admitted to bail; since which, he has presented a petition, complaining of his people

in Travancore having been seized and confined. copy of which send; at the same

time that I beg to be understood, without meaning in the remotest degree to interfere
in the execution of the laws, which I am of opition cannot be too rigidly enforced
to all concerned in this inhuman traffic.

I have, &c.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah North Malabar, 2gth Feb. 1812.

(C. 1.)—To the Collector of Malabar, Calicut.

Sir:—I hasten to report to you, that in a search made yesterday at Mahi, nine
children, the eldest about twelve, a Nair girl, the rest of. the Chowa or Tears caste,
were discovered in the house of Wallapelagata Assen Cooty, who in his examination
has stated, that they were sent from Aleppé by his brother, Assen Ally (the former
custom house sheristadar); the account the children give makes it.too obvious that

they and many others have been kidnapped, and barbarously banished from their
relations and country. In order therefore to put a stop, as effectually and speedily

as possible to these nefarious practices, I have to request you will issue the most
positive orders to the whole of the officers under your authority, not to allow, on
any pretence whatever, of any person importing slaves, and to give instant informa-

tion to the police officers, whenever they may detect any person being concernedin

that inhuman traffic.
I have
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1 have further to request, that you will do me the favour of furnishing me with
copies of any orders or proclamation on the records of your office, which may have
been issued, prohibiting of this traffick, while this province was subordinate to the

presidency of Bombay, or since its annexation to that of Fort St.George.

Zillah, N. Malabar, I have, &c.
18th Dec. 1811. (signed) TZ. H. Baber, Magistrate.

To the Judge and Magistrate of the Zillah North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your -letter, dated the 18th instant,
and inclose, for your information, a copy of the orders of government on the subject
of a reference made by me regarding slaves imported into Malabar, under circum-

stances similar to those described in your letter, by which order you will perceive it

is not in my power to issue the instructions requested in your letter.

I have, &c.

Calicut, 21st Dec. 1811. (signed) Thomas Warden, Collector.

To the President and Members of the Board of Trade, Fort St. George.

Gentlemen :—I beg leave to submit, for your information and instruction, the
following statement :—
2.—On the night of 12th or 13th Kanny, Malabar month, five mopilas, by name

Olichiandel Omad Cooty and Amod, Parra Vandel, Buddun Cariadden, Cunhy
Amod, and Baneyambalate Meidun Cooty, inhabitants of Tellicherry, attempted at
Parperangaddy to embark some goods from a place where no goods are allowed to

be either exported or imported, under the orders of the sheristadar of Tanore, under
whose direction the customs of Parperangaddy also fall; the custom house halkars
stopped and brought the smuggled merchandize to Tanore.
3.—On their arrival at Tanore, four persons who were with the moplas com-

plained that they had been taken away against their consent, and that they were
slaves to those moplas, who had bought them, and brought them from Quilon.

A letter was written to that place, but no information could be procured respecting
those people. The merchandize which was seized, was of course confiscated, as
by their being clandestinely embarked at an illegal hour, they fall under the head

of smuggled goods.
_ 4—The chief object of this reference regards the unfortunate people who have
been brought away from the country against their will, and wish to return to it.

The importation of slaves into the province of Malabar has not been prohibited by
any specific regulation, but as, from the general spirit of the regulations of govern-
ment this species of traffic seems to be prohibited, I have refrained from delivering
them up, and have to request the orders of the Board of Trade as to their fina

disposal. The depositions of the markans and peons, of the four slaves of the
moplas themselves, and copies of letters from the sheristadar Tanore, accompany
this, in N° 7, T have, &c.

(signed) 7. Warden, Collector and Magistrate, Custom Department.

Calicut, goth Oct. 1810.

To the Collector of Sea Customs at Malabar.

Sir:--I am directed by the President and Members of the Board of Trade to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated goth ultimo, vith its inclosures, and
to furnish you with the resolution of government respecting the slaves who were
taken charge of by you, and to desire that you will explain to them, that any com-
plaint they may have to make against their masters, should be laid before the

magistrate, Iam, &c.
Fort St. George, 19th Nov. 1810. (signed) J. G. Watkin, Secretary.

(C. 5.)—Extract of a Letter from the acting Chief Secretary to Government,

to the Board of Trade, dated 13th November 1810.

1.—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your secretary’s letter of the
oth instant, and to acquaint you, that the collector of Malabar has no authority
to interfere between the slaves in question and their masters; the collector should
be desired to refer them to the magistrate, if they have any complaints against the
Persons who call themselves their masters.

125. 2. Although
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2.— Although the exportation and importation of slaves as atraffic be prohibited,
domesticslavery is recognized by the usage of the country, and the Mahomedan
and Hindoo laws, and has never been abolished by the British government.

(A true extract.) (signed) J. G. Wathen, Secretary.

(A true copy.) (signed) 7. Warden, Collector.

To the Collector of Malabar.

Sir :-—I have the honour to send extract of a letter from Mr. Murdock Brown, of

yesterday’s date, and have to request you will send me, with as little delay as pos-

sible, copies of the orders of the Bombay government, giving Mr. Brown authority
to purchase pooliars and betovas, and of your reference to the Board of Reveriue,
and their orders on the subject of slaves, imported into Malabar from Travancore,
as referred to by Mr. Brown. I have, &c

(signed) T. H. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Zilla, N. Malabar, 22d December 1811.

To the Judge and Magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar.

Sir :—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour Ictter, dated the 22d
instant, with an extract annexed, from a letter from Mr. Murdock Brown.

Enclosed is a copy of the authority alluded to by Mr. Brown, as having been given

him by the Bombay government, to purchase pooliars and betovas, and the orders
of the government of Fort St. George, through the Board of Trade, a copy of which

were transmitted in my answer to your letter, dated 21st instant, must be those to
which Mr. Brown refers in the latter part of the second paragraph.

I have, &c.
Calicut, 23d December 1811. (signed) T. Warden, Collector.

To the Collector of Malabar.

Sir:—The writers of the court having mislaid the accompaniment to your letter

of the 23d ult. viz. the permission to Mr. Brown to purchase slaves, 1 have to request

you will do me the favour of sending me a copy of the whole of that dispatch, as

well as of the reference to which it was an answer; I request also to be informed,

whether you have met with any order or proclamation to the purport referred to in

my letter of the 18th ult. Lhave, &c

(signed) T. H. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Zilla, N. Malabar, oth January 1812.

(C. 4.}—To the Judge and Magistrate in the Zilla, North Malabar,Tillicherry.

Sir :—I forward herewith copies of the correspondence requested in your letter of

the gth inst. The letter from the Bombay government, dated 26th June 1798, and

referred to in the letter from the commissioners to Mr. Brown, dated 10th August of

that year, does not appear upon record.
The records of the first commissioners being with the Court of Appeals, I must

refer you to them for the proclamation prohibiting the traftic in slaves.

I have, &c.
Calicut, 13th January 1812. (signed) T.. Warden, Collector.

To John Spencer, Esq. President, and Commissioners, &c.

Gentlemen :—It is with much concern that I feel myself under the necessity of

reporting to you the extreme backwardness of Paya Beetil Chandoo, tehsildarof

this district, in furnishing me with labourers for the plantation, notwithstanding the

very particular injunctions which the honourable the governor, in my presence,

gave him, to render me every assistance, in labourers or otherwise, that the district

afforded. During the first month I was here, it was with great difficulty I procured

a small number of labourers, and I was under the necessity of bringingpeople from

Mahé to clear the ground requisite for the nurseries of coffee and pepper. T'he few
labourers that Chandoo did send me came to work between nine and ten, and went

away at four; so that they only worked in the heat of the sun, and of course did
:

aL
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put little. Knowing that every change and innovation to people of that kind is at

first irksome, though it be even for the bettcr with respect to tuem, I have tnus

patiently permitted them to go and come at the hours above-mentioned, though

I paid them for a full day’s work, in the hope that a short time would accustom

them to the labour of the plantation, and the regularity and goodness of the pay

not only engage others to come, but enable me to fix their hours of labour as most
advantageous to the plantation and to themselves; since labouring as they did in

the sun, during all the heat of the day, must be hurtful even to the strongest natives.

The next month the number of ccolies from the district was increased by a few, but

they still continued to go and come at the same time as before, under pretence of

their houses being at such a distance that they could not do otherwise. I repeatedly

represented to Chandoo, both verbally and in writing, how very inadequate the

number of labourers he sent me was, to the work I had to perform, as to the

number contained in Randaterra, that could be well spared from the agriculture of

the district. Having now acquired some information as to the population of it,
1 found the number of tiers to be very considerable, there being forty-two parrahs

in it; I requested he would order five, or even four, from each pannah, to come
to the plantation. He always promised five, but his promises were never attended
with any effect. The third month, finding the nullity of Chandoo’s promises, and

having by this time acquired some knowledge of the district where the labourers

were to be found, &c. I sent peons, and called them myself, without depending any
more on Chandoo, and during that monthI often had nearly double the number
I had ever had before; and I even prevailed upon many of them to remain for
eight days at the plantation, without going home, and to work early and late with

the labourers I have brought from other quarters, and who reside entirely here.
I went on thus until the beginning of April, that the Malabar feast of Beshoo
ebliged me to give five days leave to every person employed. The feast expired;
Isent for the labourers of Randaterra (all the others came back of their own

accord), but the people I sent were abused and threatened by different people, and
five of my peons were even beaten. They spoke of the plantation with much con-
tempt; said they had no orders to come, nor would come; and since that time

Ihave not been able to get a single labourer of the district. Having no authority

myself in the district, I have not since sent any of my people to call them, for fear
of some affray ensuing; but I informed Chandoo of it about eight days ago, and
again earnestly desired he would do as I had before mentioned, and appoint four or
five tiers from each tarrah to labour at the plantation. He promised as usual, and
as usual has done nothing; I have not yet had a single man, neither do I see any

prospect of getting any, unless he is positively ordered to furnish, as I have said,
a certain number from each tarrah, or that I be empowered to send and take an
account of the number of labouring people in the district, and to take at the rate of
one in ten from amongst them. Chandoo has sometimes given, as a reason for his
backwardness, that nobody can be spared from the cultivation of the lands which

pay negady, without the revenue falling short; but this I find, upon inquiry, to be

by no means the case, there being a great number of tiers who have no rice field to

cultivate, and the labour bestowed upon onits does not amount to one month in the
year of those who form them. The real reason is, that the nairs and moplas, in

whose grounds the tiers in general live, oppose their coming here, and many of them,
as I have heard, express great displeasure at the plantation, though I am convinced
they could assign no reason; and it therefore can be only attributed to their igno-
rance and dislike to innovation, since, in fact, the whole district must be greatly
enriched by the money expended on the plantation, and the inhabitants about here
begin already to find the beneficial effects of it.

Hitherto I have been able to go on, though slowly, with the number of coolies
I was able to procure, because, during the latter end of the dry season, the ground
is so exceedingly hard, as not to admit of its being worked but at a very great
expense; but now that the rains may be soon expected, it is absolutely necessary

that I should be able to command a certain number of labourers here, so that
I could no longer be silent on the subject without being very deficient in the duty
I owe to my honourable employers. If they could be procured, I should be able

to employ 2,000 coolies and Sov women, during the four ensuing months; but I see
little Prospect of getting near that number, though I have made every possible
exertion, and sent people to every quarter where I thought there was a possibility of

procuring any, from Cannanow and Tellicherry; I have not been able to procure
one. There are a great many who would come, on condition of receiving five rupees

125. wages
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wages and two rupees batta, as they were paid at Cottiangarry ; but this Tof course
could not agree to, it being much beyond what I am authorized to give, and in my
opinion more than is reasonable in this country for a labouring man. From Manga-
lore I have procured a few good men, and have reason to hope for a considerable
number more from the same quarter, having sent people there for the purpose of
engaging them. I have also purchased, according to the custom of the country,
about forty-five Pooliars, men, women and children, whom I find very useful. Of
those, two men and two women lately absconded from hence. They were purchased
from Haraiakar Moopa, the darogha of Chowghaut, and I have traced them beyond
Beypoor, so that there is no doubt of their having returned to their old master;
I therefore solicit your assistance, gentlemen, and request, that an order be sent to
the assistant in charge there to direct the daroga to send them here, and I will pay
any charge that he may thereby incur.

I should not have presumed to have troubled you, gentlemen, on so triflinga
matter, were it not necessary to shew those people that they cannot escape from
hence; because I expect to be able to get some hundreds of them, as I find them
by far the fittest and best people for the plantation, who, being once settled on it,
will remain there, and all their posterity be, according to the rules of their caste,
bred up to the same occupation as their progenitors.

T have, &c.
Hon. Company’s Plantation, (signed) Murdock Brown, Overseer.

Anjarakandy, 5th May 1798.

Murdock Brown, Esq. Overseer of the Honourable Company's
Plantation in Rhandatarrah.

Sir :—We have received your letter of the 5th instant, relative to the difficulty
experienced in procuring an adequate number of labourers for the plantation, arising
from the indifference of the teshuldar of Rhandatarrah, Baya Veetil Chandoo, to
assist you with the number you require.

Desirous as we are of promoting the success of your endeavours to render the
plantation hereafter of those solid advantages to our employers, they must naturally
expect to derive, in compensation for the considerable expenses that must previously
be incurred, still, as we are not correctly informed of the local habit and avocations
of the inhabitants in Rhandatarrah, we have forwarded a copy of your representation
to the northern superintendent, with instructions to provide you with labourers
wherever they may be procurable within his division, which mode we trust will have
the desired effect; whenever, therefore, the business of the plantation may be im-
peded for want of them, you will apply to that gentleman, who we doubt not will
readily afford you every assistance in his power, and we shall not fail, if necessary,
to use our endeavours to prevail upon this description of people, residing at this
place and in its vicinity, to proceed to Rhandatarrah for the purpose in question.
The price demanded, of five rupees wages, and two rupees batta per man, by those

who have offered their services, we suppose are Carnatic people; the rate demanded
is certainly high, but should the Teers or other natives of the province, either from
the novelty of the undertaking, or trom being principally obliged to reside on the
plantation, or perhaps from interfering with their accustomed avocations, be disin-
clined to work on the plantation at a more moderate rate, which probably it might

be advisable to employ Carnatics, or other men not natives of.the province, at seven
rupees each per month, as the former in either case would abscond, which would
operate very detrimentally to the regular progress of rendering the plantation pro-
ductive; we shall therefore take the sentiments of government on this point, and
communicate to you the result thereof, as also respecting your purchases of Pooliar
men, women, and children; since, although we are well persuaded, under your
superintendence, that none of the evils could arise which the first Malabar commis-
sioners proclamation, prohibiting the trade of slaves, is well calculated to prevent,
yet we are fully aware, that it may encourage the vicious part of the community to
plunder from the weaker class of Ryots, and in such casea distressing loss will be
felt by those who may remaia ignorant where the cultivators of their estates may be
taken to; and in these instances, where the proprietors may derive a knowledge ot
their residence, and identify their persons, they of course must be restored to them,
thus again subjecting yourself to an irretrievable loss when the renter is not to be
found to refund the purchase money. Considering, therefore, this mode of procuring

labourers, especially in the present state of the country, as impolitic,consequently
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we cannot authorize your making any further purchases of Pooliars till we are
favoured with government's determination in this particular.
On the 8th inst. the assistant at Chawghant was directed to endeavour to recover

and restore to you the two men and two women Pooliars, who have absconded, and
we have now the pleasure to enclose you a copy of his reply.

We are, &c.
(signed) John Spencer. James Hartley.

Calicut, 16th May 1798. Joshua Uhthoff. John Smee.

To the Honourable Jonathan Duncan, President and Governor in Council,
Bombay.

Honourable Sir :—Enclosed, we have the honour to forward a copy of a letter
lately received from the overseer of the Honourable Company’s plantation in
Rhandattarrah, with a transcript of our reply, on the subject of which, we have only
to solicit the favour of your determination, We have, &c.

(signed) John Spencer. —James Hartley.
Calicut, 25th May, 1798. Joshua Uhthoff. John Smee.

To John Spencer, Esq. President and Commissioner.

Gentlemen :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your commands, under date
the 16th instant, on the subject of which I must beg leave to say a few words.
2.—No person has a greater repugnance to the traffic of human beings as slaves,

than myself, neither am I ignorant of the orders that were issued by the joint com-
missioners of Malabar in 93, in prohibition of it, as far as regards the natives
being sold to and exported by the Europeans, Arabs or others; but these orders were
not, as far as I can judge, meant to interfere with the ancient established customs
and rights of the natives amongst themselves.
3-—The Hindoo Jaws and religion have fixed the stations, occupations and rank

of the different classes of mankind, beyond the power of man to alter, excepting by
their total ejection from the community. By these laws, Pooliars, Porrears, Parmues,
and in many instances, Betwas, are born slaves, the property of a superior, who is
authorized by the laws of Malabar to dispose of his right in favour of another
person, so that the sale of them is as common as that of a bond; nor are the
sales confined to the Hindoos one amongst another, but are equally common between
them and Mopillas; the Pooliar then born in a state of bondage, must remain so,
as well as his posterity; for 1 never heard of any example of manumission, neither
do I believe, that agreeable to the Hindoo system, it is in the power of those to whom
they belong, in any way to alter their relative station in society.
4.—The caste I have mentioned, being therefore condemned without alternative,

to cultivate the earth for the benefit of others, I concluded, that by acquiring them
in the mode authorized by the customs of the country, and transferring their labour
to the Company, from those who were willing to dispose of it, I was likely to better
their situation, and to render a very essential service to my employers, by assembling
on the plantation, labourers who will be for ever fixed there, and who by being taught
and constantly employed, each in their separate branches, will do more labour and
better than double the number of daily hired men, for even the simple labours of
agriculture require to be practised before they can be executed with precision and
celerity.

5.—These, gentlemen, are the reasons which induced me to endeavour to collect
Pooliars, by paying those masters who are willing to dispose of their labour, but no
change, excepting for the better, is thereby made in their condition. Instead of being
paid as Pooliars, they now receive the same pay as other workmen, and many in-
dulgences that other workmen have not; it is true they are not at liberty to go where
they please, but they did not possess that liberty before they caine here, nor would
they now were they any where else.

I have deemed it necessary to say thus much on the subject, in explanation of my
own conduct, and in consequence of a letter lately received from the darogha of
Choughaut, informing me that he has procured five men and women, whom he is
ready to send here by land, provided he has your permission, and two peons tu
accompany them.
7.—I have the pleasure of saying, that your injunctions to Paya Behil Chandoo

have been so far attended with effect, that since the 23d I have had from 50 to 60
125. Coolies
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Coolies of this district, and the person in charge under Chandoo says, he has the

order of the superior to furnish 80; but this number is so very inadequate to what

I now want, that unless I can procure at least 25¢ men from other quarters, I shall

be able to do but little during these rains. T have, &c.

Anjarakandy, aqth May 1798. (signed) Murdock Brown, Overseer.

To the Honourable Jonathan Duncan, President, and Governor in Council, Bombay,

Honourable Sir :—On the 25th instant we had the honour of addressing you in

this department, requesting to be favoured with your determination as to the pro-

priety of Mr. Murdock Brown's being permitted to continue his purchases of Pooliars

for the use of the plantation in Rhandatarrah, since when we have received a further

letter on the subject from Mr. Brown, a copy of which we have now the pleasure

to enclose. Weare, &c.
(signed) John Spencer. _James Hartley.

Joshua Uhthoff. John Smee.

Calicut, 29th May 1798.

To John Spencer, Esq. President, and Commissioners, &e.

Gentlemen :—I am directed by the Honourable the President in council to ac-

knowledge the receipt of your letter ofthe 29th May, and have to inform you, that

the Board have already expressed their sentiments on this subject, in concurrence

with those communicated from the overseer, whom you will advise accordingly.

Bombay Castle, 6th July 1798. I have, &c.

(signed) P. L. Messurier, Sub-Secretary.

(C. 3.)—To John Spencer, Esq. President, and Commissioners, in the
Province of Malabar.

Gentlemen :—We have received your letter of the 22d of June, with its several

inclosures, and have, on the grounds of Mr. Brown’s alleged discovery of the real

cinnamon tree, made application to the Madras government, to be supplied with as

many more skilful Bangalese as canbe prevailed upon to leave Ceylon, and settle

under that gentleman, on the same terms as at present enjoyed by their countrymen,

It will therefore be very agreeable to us to find, that Mr. Brown’s hopes, as to this

discovery, shall, upon trial, prove to be fully realized, or otherwise that he will, at

all events, hold in readiness a quantity of the Malabar cassia, to be transmitted to

Europe on the first ship of this season, in order that the Court of Directors may

determine on the advantage, if any, of admitting this article into their future

commerce.
2.—You have already received our approbation of Mr. Brown’s proposed pur-

chase of Pooliars, in our letter to you of the 26th ultimo, on the grounds of its

not being incompatible with the subsisting regulations for the province, which will

serve as a sufficient answer to this part of your reference.

We are, &c.

(signed) Jonathan Duncan. James Revett.

J. Stuart. William Page.

Bombay Castle, 31st July 1798.

Murdock Brown, Esq. Overseer of the Honourable Company's Plantation.

Sir :—We have the pleasure to inclose for your information, the accompanying

copies of two letters lately received from government ; and although their commands

of the 26th June, therein referred to, respecting your proposed purchases of

Pooliars, have not as yet reached us, yet it is evident that the measure has met

with their sanction and approbation ; we can therefore have no hesitation in autho-

rizing you to continue your endeavours to procure as many of these people as you
may require for the use of the plantation. Weare, &e.

; (signed) John Spencer. Joshua Uhthof:

Calicut, 10th August 1798. James Hartley. John Smee.
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Instructions to the Commissioners deputed to Anjarakandy, and their Reports.

To Marvila Cannen, Darogla of Culiote,

Having reveiced information that some children have been lately imported from
the north and south, and disposed of by sale, and that some of them have been

taken to Anjarakandy, you are therefore directed, on the receipt of this order, to pro-

ceed to Mr. Brown, at Anjarakandy, and having delivered the letter herewith sent to
that gentleman, bring away all persons who have been taken to and employed at

Anjarakandy to your cutcheries, and there put the questions to them contained in

the accompanying paper; when which is done, you will send to the court all those

that are not adiars (of the tribe of slaves), and even those adiars who may say they

have been brought there against their will. I have ordered a menan (chattoo) and

two delagets from the court to assist you in taking down the examinations, as above
directed, and have dispatched orders to the commissioner Marian Chandoo to

afford his assistance also.

sth Danoo 987, 18th December 1811.

P.S.—Coan Yangara, a boy, when examined here, having stated that his
brother Natha is at Anjarakandy, he is therefore sent to that place, in order point

out his saidbrother.

~ Date ut supra.

To Marvila Cannen, Darogha of Cotiote; ditto die.

A notification on the subject of adiars is herewith forwarded, which you are to
publish to all the inhabitants of Anjarakandy, after which, should any of them, in
defiance thereof, conceal any person, and should not deliver him or them up,
on your shewing them the orders, you are hereby empowered to make a search in
the regular mode, but on no account use violence or abusive language.

5th Danoo 987.

To the Commissioner of Randatarrah, &c.

Orders have been sent to Marvila Cannen, the darogha, to proceed to Anjara-
kandy, and send for and examine persons of various castes, who have been carried
to Anjarakandy; you will therefore go with the darogha, and afford him your
assistance in carrying into execution the court’s order.

5th Danoo 987.

To all the Inhabitants of Anjarakandy, and the neighbouring Places.

Whereas it has transpired in proceedings held before me, that children of the
Shoodree, Tean, and other castes, have been seized from different countries, re-
duced to slavery, and secreted ; and whereas orders have been issued to the darogha
to find out and ascertain what children are so circumstanced ; this is, therefore to
give notice to all persons who have children of that description, to send them to the
darogha on his arrival at Anjarakany, and that those who do not do so, but contiue
to hold in captivity and secrete them, the darogah is empowered to search all places
where he has information of their being secreted, and bring them away and examine
em.

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Judge and Magistrate in the Zillah,
North Malabar.

The report of Ramkantil Chahoo, Gomastah of the Zillah court :-—

On my arrival at Cotaparamton, agreeably to your orders, I wrote you on the
5th inst. at 12 o'clock at night, and informed you of the absence of the darogha,
and that I had at the same time forwarded aletter to him, and went myself to
Pachy, where after I staid all yesterday, the darogha sent mealetter at night from
ellrot, saying, that hunting had began, and that he could not leave it for two days

More, as a great number of people had assembled there, and the appointed day for the

hunt was at hand, and to proceed therefore with his menon and others, and to enter

upon the inquiry, and that he would without delay, agreeably to the orders, follow
me, I accordingly proceeded this morning in obedience to the orders T had
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received, with the menon and others to Anjarakandy; the reason of my delaying

yesterday, was, because I had not received an answer to my letter, and as soon as
[ arrive at Anjarakandy, I will inform you of the same, andI wait for your fur ther
orders.

Dated, 7th Danoo 987. (signed)

N. B. The darogha had been ordered to the Belliote mountains, with a party of
armed men, to assemble the inhabitants for the purpose of putting to death a royal
tiger which had destroyed 23 men, women, and children; after four days hunting
the tiger was shot.

To Chathoo Menon, Gomastah of the Zillah Court, North Malabar.

As the darogah of Cotcote is absent on duty, you will, in concert with the com.

missioner of Randaterrah, carry on the business conformably to my orders.

7 Danoo 987.

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Judge and Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.

The report of Panikaritul Chatoo, gomastah of the Zillah court, dated
7th Danoo 987, at 12 o'clock, A. M.

I went to Anjarakandy, to Mr. Brown’s house, and delivered him the letter, and

when I informed him of the duty I had come upon, he sent for all his work-people,
and set them in a row; on my examining them, I found three females and five

males who had been imported from Aleppi, and six females and six males from
Cochin, in a manchoo; I have kept these people separate. There are several others

from different countries, who, it appears, had been here for some years. Mr. Brown

has refused to permit me to:take these people to the cutcherry to be questioned,
saying, he had not received an order, but that if I have orders to take them away

by force, that I of course might do so; thus the matter stands. I do not think it

will be of any use to question them here, therefore I pray that your orders may be
sent without delay, how I am to act about this business.

(signed)

To Chatoo Menon, Gomastah of the Zillah Court, North Malabar.

Your writing has reached me, and have understood the contents thereof ; you

will send immediately to the magistrate’s court, the fourteen* adramar you have dis-

covered to have been brought from the southward. You will then take all the

other adramar to the commissioners cutcherry at Randatarrah, as being the nearest

to Anjarakandy ; and after you have examined them, should you find any person

who may have been enslaved, or any slave who may have been stolen or brought

away forcibly, you will immediately send him or them to the magistrate’s court,

together with the papers of daily examinations. But all those that may be found

not to have been forcibly brought away, and who are of the slave tribe, send back

immediately to their work; and should there be any occasion to call them hereafter

to the court, special orders will be sent to that effect. I herewith send 20 rupees

to defray the expenses for subsisting the adiars, whom you will accordingly subsist

until the examinations are closed.

7 Danoo 987. (signed)

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.

Your dispatch reached this place at 10 o'clock this morning. I perused the letter
to my address, and delivered the other, in English, to Mr. Brown, who after perusal,

said as follows; “ I will not send one of my workmen, nor give my consent. I pro-
tested against their being taken away; if, notwithstanding you do, I will without

delay make you answer for it. It is thus, that on various occasions, Mr. Baber has

tried through malice to injure me, but he has succeeded in nothing; he did his best

endeavours to deprive me of my salary in the Custom department, in order to obtain

it to himself, but he could not succeed; on the contrary, I have lately been paid the
sum of 8,000 rupees, and thus will this terminate. He may do all in his power,
but in nothing will he succeed; what he is doing, is not agreeably to the regulations;
he writes they are his orders only. 1 have written on this subject to my friends at

Tellicherry, in answer to which, Mr. Steven and others have answered, that the ’
pothin
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nothing of this kind in the regulations ; that what he, Mr. Baber, is doing, is not
authorized by the regulations, and that he has received no special order to act in this
manner. I have obtained full permission from government and Mr. Warden to
urchase, agreeably to the established rules, as many workmen as I want;” besides

the above, he (Mr. Brown) said many other things, to which we observed, Maha
Raja, Sir, Mr. Baber, has no doubt done what is proper; that we must at all events
carry into immediate execution his orders, on which we assembled, and took to the
‘commissioners cutcherry at Envars, agreeably to your orders, all the Tears, Whitu-
yars and Pooliars whom we found there, and having counted them, found to the
number of 251 persons, inclusive of children ; we separated all those that had been
urchased, or who had come to work with their free will, and sent them (to the

nuinber of'147 persons) in the charge of two mookistanmar and kolkars, to deliver
them over to Mr. Brown ; the examination of the others not being completed to-day,
we provided them with expenses, and detained them here; many of them, we ob-
serve, were seized and brought from different countries, but as soon as their examin-
ations are taken down, they will be sent without delay, with their examinations, to
the court.

8th Danoo 987.

To Chatoo Menon Gomastah, Zilla Court, North Malabar.

Your writing has reached here, and I have understood its contents.
You must, in concert with the commissioner, duly execute the orders I have sent

you, gently and without violence. Mr. Brown, ina letter I have received from him,
says, that you, accompanied by armed men, have forcibly brought away children in
the mid-day, kept them in the sun, and caused their grievance; do not allow any
thing of the kind, and be careful, that if Mr. Brown says any thing to you, not to
make any other answer than what is perfectly respectful.

gth Danoo 987, 10 o'clock a. M.

P. S.—You will be most careful not to send to this place any Adiams but what
may have been forcibly taken thither, and those that are not of the Adiama caste,
and on no account delay a moment in dismissing all the rest.

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Judge and Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.

The report of Pannikawittul Chatoo Gomastah, of the Zilla Court, dated oth
Danoo, 987, at 9 P. M.

Your order of to-day, dated 10 o’clock, reached me at six this evening, and in con-
sequence of what Mr. Brown has written you, 1 deem it proper to state, that nothing
of the kind took place ; I neither took an armed man, nor even a kolkar with me to
Mr. Brown’s house, neither was a child seized, carried and exposed to the sun; nor
was an improper question put, or any other conduct than the most gentle observed.
The following is a faithful report of what actually transpired;first, at 10 o’clock on
the 7th of this month, I went direct to Mr. Brown, at Anjarakandy, and left the
kolkars at a considerable distance, when I, the commissioner, Menan, and two
delayants, repaired to Mr. Brown’s residence ; where, waiting a short time outside,
and not seeing the sahib, we heard he was where the cocoa was being ground; we
went there and delivered him the letter; when he went to his house up-stairs, and
said to me, do you follow me up, but order the others to remain below; I went
Up stairs accordingly, when Mr. Brown said, I will order all the adiamar (slaves) to
be assembled, but you must examine them in my presence; I said, that was not in
our orders. In consequence,1 wrote to you, and deferred any further proceedings
uatil the next morning, when your orders came, and we then took them (the slaves)
to the Truwary cutcherry;when the Poolies (female slaves) came, they brought with
them the children who were at the breast. When we asked in the most respectful
manner, for the work people to be sent with us, Mr, Brown answered, he would not
send them; that it was impossible to offer him a greater insult than make such a

request; it was in consequence of this answer, that we took away all the servants,
which we did in the mildest manner;when brought to the cutcherry, they were all
placed under cover, in the shade of the cutcherry aad neighbouriug ala, (banyan
trees), and every one was questioned in the mildest manner, their answers recorded,
and as we got through the examinations, we returned them, under charge of the
mookistanmar and kolkar, to go to their work; and whatever working tools the
brought with them, we carefully saw they carried back ; the rest wedetained, “
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due considerations to their comfort. There were a great number to be examined,

and we laboured night and day to get through their examinations. "The Pooliars too

being poor ignorant and uncivilized creatures, it was attended with great difficulty to

distinguish what they said. This day we have got through the examinations of 36,

who having said they were sold, or came with their free-will, they were immediately

sent back with the mookistanmar, but when they were carried to Mr. Brown, he got

in a great rage, and told the kolkars he would not receive them, that he had not sent

them, that they might leave them where they chose; that he had suffered loss in

nelly, pepper, cocoa-nut plants, and various articles, on this account; that he will

do all in his power to get remunerated. The mookistanmar and kolkars then took

and left them at the places where they were found; finding upwards of twenty who

had been seized and brought from Tellicherry, they, with the proceedings held, shall

be sent'to the court. The reason of the delay is, that the fullest particulars may be

obtained. Two of the Pooliars who were brought, and sent back to Anjarakandy,

stated in their examinations, that they had been flogged, one had received 25, the

other 24 stripes, and that therefore they were aggrieved, I request, therefore, your

orders; Mr. Brown has also secreted in his apartment, a Parry and Poolie, who

were brought from the southward ; I accordingly await your orders for my future

conduct. Dated gth Danoo, at night.

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Judge and Magistrate.

The writing of Pannickawittie Chatoo Menon, court gomastah.

In pursuance of your orders, to send to Anjarakandy, and bring away to the com-

missioners cutcherry at Jerwary (being nearest to Anjarakandy) all persons of various
castes, who had been brought from ditferent countries, made slaves of, and employed
by Mr. Brown; and to take down their examinations, and send: those who it ap-

peared had been seized, with their examinations, to the court, and to return the rest
to Mr. Brown with all haste, in order that his work may not be stopped. We made
accordingly a full inquiry, and as far as we have gone, we have found two Shooder
(Nair) children, a Tean child, a Seaty girl, and a Mopla child, also fifteen Pooliars

children, who it is clearly ascertained, were stolen and brought up here; all these
nineteen, with their examinations, are now sentwith this letter to the court; the rest

shall be sent as fast as their examinations are gone through; we await your orders.
Dated Danoo, 1oth.
The boy Yangara sent from the court is now also sent.

To Chatoo Menon, Gomastab, Zillah Court, N. Malabar.

I have understood the contents of the letter you wrote me; you have no order
whatever to enquire into the circumstances therein reported, of Mr. Brown having
inflicted punishments; if Mr. Brown has concealed any person who has been
enslaved, you will ask that sahib in a becoming manner to send them ; and should
he not do so, you are not to make further search; you will, however, bring with

you one of those who have told you that other persons are concealed. You have

already been longer than there was any necessity for in completing the business;

you will, therefore, on the receipt of this, bring it to a close, and proceed to this

place. In my former orders, I directed you to send immediately to this court the
children you had discovered, instead of which, you have delayed doing so.

10th Danoo, 987.

-p, S.—You will not let them have the least opening to suppose, if they in their

examinations say they were stolen or forcibly brought away, or that they are not
slaves, but of high caste, that they will be set at liberty.

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Magistrate in the Zillah, N. Malabar.

The Report of Ramkawittil Chatoo, Menon Gamastah, of the Zillah Court;
Marcan Chandoo, Commissioner of Randatarra Adowacatil Ramin, Menon

Gomastah, to the Darogha of Cotioti.

In pursuance of the orders of the court to proceed to Anjarakandy, in conse-
quence of several persons of different castes having been seized and carried away
from different countries as slaves to Mr. Brown, and being furnished with an Eng-

lish letter to that sahib, also the necessary orders and proclamation, we,agreeaby
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to our instructions, proceeded to Mr. Brown, at Anjarakandy, and arrived there at
ten o'clock of the 7th Danoo; and having placed the kolkars at a great distance,
went to Mr. Brown’s house, and waited outside; when after some time not seeing
the sahib, we enquired where he was, and were informed he was at the place where
cocoa was preparing. We then went there, and delivered the letter to the sahib,
when he returned to his house, and we followed on. The sahib ascending the
stairs, he said, ‘‘ Let Chatoo Menon come up, but all the rest stay below.”
Chatoo Menon accordingly followed the sahib, who went to the western apartment,
opened the letter, put on his spectacles, and read it; after which he said he would
assemble the Adeans there, and that we should take down their examinations before
him; on which he was told we had no orders to that effect. After this the work
people were called, when we found twenty persons, including children, who had been

lately brought away from the southward ; these were separated, and Chatoo Menon
made a report thereof to the court, anda list of the Adeans that were present. In
answer to which orders were received from the court on the 8th instant, at ten in
the morning, (accompanied by an English letter to the sahib,) to take the whole of
Mr. Brown’s workmen to the cutcherry at Irvery, it being the nearest to Anjara-
kandy, and there take their examinations duly and formally, but to return imme-
diately to prevent interruption to the sahib’s work, all those who should be found
not to have been seized and forcibly brought away. Chatoo Menon, the moment
he received the dispatch, took the English letter to Mr. Brown, who was up stairs,
and told him he had received orders to take with us his workmen, Mr. Brown
having read the letter, told Chatoo Menon, “ He would not send any of his work-
men, nor consent to it, and that we should not carry them away, that he protested
against it; but if we should notwithstanding carry them away, he would in four days
make us answer for it. That on several occasions, and upon various affairs,
Mr. Baber has tried through malice to injure him, but had succeeded in nothing;
that he had endeavoured to make him Jose his pay in the custom department, and
to obtain it to himself, but without success ; that, with the assistance of his friends,
he lately had been paid the sum of 8,000 rupees; that the present affair would
terminate the same way, as there was nothing wherein he could be injured ; that all
this was not agreeably to the regulations ; that he, Mr. Baber, had wrote him it was
his order only, and that he had wrote on the subject to his friends at Tellicherry,
viz. Mr. Stevens and others, who in answer had written to him there was nothing of
this in the regulations ; that he, Mr. Baber, did not act agreeably thereto, nor had he
received any special orders to act in this manner.” Besides which, Mr. Brown
said he had obtained orders from the Madras government and Mr. Warden to
purchase, agreeably to the established rules, as many workmen as he wanted, and
made use of many other expressions; when Etatoo said, that all this was not fit
conversation to those who were sent on duty; that we knew nothing of it, and
could not delay carrying into immediate execution the orders sent us by you. We
then assembled all the workmen we could find there, and set out at twelve o'clock,
(the Poolies taking their children with them), and took them to the cutcherry at

Irwary, kept them in the apartments:below, and under the banian trees contiguous
thereto; gave each of them a green cocoa-nut; counted and found the number of
260, including children; of these, 147 persons were of those who had been
purchased, or gone to serve there with their own will. Before we sent them back, we
asked them, before the mookistanmar, whether they had brought away any working
tools, and if so, whether they were all right; they answered they brought a few,
and they were in their possession, and would carry them back. We then sent them
back in charge’ of two mookistanmar and kolkars to Mr. Brown, provided the others
with necessary expenses, and kept them there that day; and having gone through

their examinations, as many more persons of the above description as were found,
viz. twenty-three in number, were sent back at one o'clock, likewise in charge of
mookistanmar and kolkars; and again, at four o’clock in the same day, thirteen
more were sent, making a total number of thirty-six, including children, after having

questioned them before the mookistanmar about their working tools, as had been
done with those returned the preceding day. When they were carried to Mr.

Brown, “ He said he had not sent one person with his consent; that if we had
carried any away, we might leave them there; that it was impossible to offer him
a greater indignity; that on this account he had incurreda Joss of agreatnumber of

rupees in nelly, pepper, cocoa-nut trees, and various articles ;” that he would do his
St to get remunerated ; that he would immediately write against Mr. Baber in all

directions; and having thus exhausted his rage, the ‘mookistanmars and olka125.
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left him, tonk and left the slaves where they had found them, and came back and

reported all the above. We then continued the investigation, and the result was,

that seventy-seven persons of various descriptions had been stolen, .or forcibly

carried away from various countries, and deprived of their caste; all of whom we

questioned in the presence of mookistanmar, took, drawn in writing their examina-

tions, and while making their third report to the court, one Chakys (who had been

brought from Odaloor to the south) infant at the breast, not two years old, who had

been for a long time ill, and lost its sight in both eyes, died on the night of the

10th in the cutcherry of the disease with which it was afflicted. The reason of the

infant being brought there was, that Chaky said that it would a great grievance not

to be allowed to go with the rest to make her complaint before the court; that she

had been stolen, in consequence of which she was detained there. This is precisely

what passed.

Dated Danoo 12th, 987, or 25th Dec. 1811.

Translated by 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Examinations held before the Magistrate and his officers of the free-born
children found on Mr. Brown’s possession at Anjarakandy, who had been
imported since Yedaram last, or June 1811.

Ke 3.—Examination of Nair Kristnan, taken on the 8th Danoo 087, or

20th December 1811, about eight years old.

Question.—What is your country, what caste are you, and how old are you?
Answer.—My country is Paumba, I am of Shuder caste, and am about eight

years old.

Who brought you to this placer
Kayen Kolkaren Chokoren Matrah Mopilla seized and sold me to Assen Ally

Kakah, and he delivered me to the manchoo’s people, and they embarked me in

a manchoo and landed me at Mahé, from whence a mopilla carried and delivered

me to the pandishala of Anjarakandy.

What caste are you now?
I am new a Poolian.

When was you placed amongst the Poolians?
I was put amongst the Pooliars at Anjarakandy pandishala.

‘What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawar (uncle.)
My father is called Cuntry, my mother Jettima ; I do not know the name of my

uncle, (he is dead.)

Did the people of your house know of your having been carried away?
No, they did not. . .

Is there amongst these people any of your relations; how many months is it
since you were brought to Anjarakandy¢

_ No, there is none here, my relations are in my country; I think about four or

five months ago.
Witnessed by Hootiatoor Number Manallil Preker.

(signed)

After the above examination was read in the presence of the magistrate, Kristnan
deposed as follows :—
My former name was Kristnan, and now 1 am called Changra; two or three

months ago, when my mother sent me to fetch some fire, a mopilla, named Chokora
Matra, seized me on the road at mid-day, and kept me in his house, shut up in a room

for three days; afterwards, at night, he carried me thence to Allappi and sold me to
Assen Ally Kaka, who sent. me to Mahé, from whence I was carried to Anjara-
kandy, and there I was put amongst the Pooliars. I entreat that I may be sent to
amy country, and be again admitted to my caste.

(signed)

‘N° 2.— Examinatien of Nair Ramin, about eight years old, taken on the
8th Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, what caste are you, and how old are your
Answer.—My country is Kaymkalan to the southward ; I am ofthe Shuder caste,

and cight years old, I think. Wh
o
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Who brought you to this place?
1do not know the names of the persons, but mopillas seized and put me in a

toney, and brought me to this place; I think it is about two months ago.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle (carnowan) ?
My father is called Kristnan, my mother Eddichaquy, and my uncle Kochy

Coayyan.

Did the people of your house know of your being carried away?
No, they did not.

Are any of the persons now present related to you
No, none ; my relations are in my country.

What caste are you now; who put you amongst the Pooliars?
Iam now a Poolian; after that I was brought to Anjarakandy, Pandishala

Cheria Achan (Mr. Brown’s son) ordered me to eat Pooliars rice, to which I said
I would not; but he told me that it would do me no harm to eat, therefore I
did eat. (signed)

After the above examination was read in the presence of the magistrate, Ramen

deposed as follows :-—

Iwas with five children who were tending cattle, and while at play, two mopillas
seized me and took me that very night to Aloppi, where they gave me to Assen

,Ally,who sent me in a moonchoo to Mahé; from thence I was sent to Anjarakandy,
where they made me eat Pooliars food; before, if I should be defiled by Pooliars,
I must wash myself. I am not willing to return to Anjarakandy, if I can be
admitted again to my caste; I wish to go to my country. My house name is
Tekkadati. (signed)

N° 3.—Examination of Maplajee Pelamachee (female), about six years old,
taken on the 8th Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, what is your caste,-and how old are you?
Answer.—I do not know the name of my country; I am of a Mopilla caste, and

now I am Poolly; I think I am six years old.

What are the names ofyour father, mother, and carnawar (uncle) ?
My father is called Oopah, my mother Umah ; I do not know my carnawar.

When did you come here, for what purpose, and with whom did you come
here?

That I do not know ; I was stolen and brought in a toney.

Have you any relations ?
I have house and family; I was stolen at night, without any one of my family

knowing it.

Who put you amongst the Pooliars:
I was told at Anjarankandy to eat rice, and as I am a child, I did eat.

Witnesses, Cootiatoor Number, Manalil Pocker.
(signed)

After the above examination was read in the presence of the magistrate,
Pelamachee deposed as follows :-—
My former name is Salamaty, and now I am called Choichy; my country is

Kaykolom. Two or three months ago, when I was in my house, mopillas seized
me at night-time and took me away, and embarked me in a manchoo, and sent me
to Mahé; from thence I was carried and delivered to the Achin (Mr. Brown) at
Anjarakandy, where I was put amongst the Pooliars. -I do not know thenames of
the mopillas who stole or sent me here. (signed)

N° 4.—Examination of Tien Nathan, about eight years old, taken on the
8th Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, your house name,

and how old are you?

Answer,—My country is Karroonapally; my name is Nathan; my house name
is Karatail. I am of the Tien caste ; about eight years old I think.
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eo . What are the names of your father, mother, and amaman (uncle.)

State of Slavery Myfather is called Coonjan, my mother Manikam, and my amaman Cochanthan,

in Company’s : . . .

Territories, When you came to this place, with whom and what for, did you come?

While’ 1 was tending cattle mapillas came, seized and thrust a cloth in my

mouth, and took me to Assen Ally, who embarked me at night in a toney at

Alappi, and sent me to Mahé, and from thence I was embarked again in a toney

to Anjarakandy.

Did your family know of your having been seized?

No, they did not know; it is impossible for them to know, when I was stolen and

brought so far; they have changed my caste, and made me a Poolian.

How many people were embarked and sent with you?
Two Ayapens and one Cally were embarked and sent with me; it is two months

ago.

At what place was you made a Poolian?
At Anjarakandy’s pandishala, it was Cheria Achin (Mr. Brown’s son), who made

me a Poolian.
Witnesses, Cootialoor Mamboor, Manallel Pocker.

(signed)

Mem.—After the deponent was examined in the presence of the magistrate,
Tien Nathan stated precisely as is here written; and when he was questioned
about the names of the mopillas that had seized him, he answered as follows :-—

The name of one of ‘the mopillas who seized me is Cocha Bapoo; the names of
the others I don’t know. I and my brother Coanyangara, wish to. return to my
ocuntry; my brother was seized in the same manner as I was, and I saw him at

Mahé. (signed)

N° 5.—Examination of Tiety Kally, about 12 years old, taken on the Sth
Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, what is your caste, your house name,
whose slave are you, and how old are you?

Answer.—My country is Parawoor, to the southward; I am of a Tiety caste,
and not a slave ; 1 am about 12 years old.

What are the names ofyour father, mother, and amamon (uncle)?
My father is called Ananden; my mother, Kally; and my amamon, Cuntry

Chody.

When did you come to this place; why, and with whom did you come?
Two months ago, two mopillas came at night time, seized and took me to Alappi,

where they embarked me in a manchoo, and landed me at Mahé, and from thence
I was embarked in a toney, and landed at Anjarakandy, where I was kept in the

pandishala.

‘Where were you placed amongst the Pooliars?
At Anjarakandy pandishala; it was Chiria Achen (Mr. Brown's son), who

placed me amongst the Pooliars.

Have you any relations in your country?
I have in my country; but none of them know that I was stolen and brought to

this place.
Witnesses, Cootialoor Number, Manalil Pocker.

(signed)

When the girl-was examined in the presence of the magistrate, she stated pre-
cisely as is here written, and said further, that her father’s name was Tairvan.

(signed)

N° 6.—Examination of Tean Ayapen, aged about eight, taken on the $th

Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811. —
Question.—Which is your country ; what is your caste; your house name;

whose slave are you ; and how old are you ?
Answer.—My country is Paiamena, to the southward ; I am of the Tean caste;

my house-name I don’t know; I am not a slave, but now I am a Poolian; am
about 8 years old I think.

What
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What are the names of your father, mother, and amaman (uncle) ?
My father’s name is Mootan ; my mother, Cally; I have no amaman.

When did you come to this place; why, and with whom did you come?

I think it is about 10 or 20 days ago that I came to this place; I don’t know
why [ did come, and as it was in the night I don’t know who brought me here; two
or three persons embarked me in a manchoo, and landed me at Mahé, and from
thence they embarked me in a toney, and took me to Anjarakandy.

Why was you placed amongst the Pooliars?
Pandishalas Valia Achan (Mr. Brown), desired me to eat Pooliar’s rice, therefore

1 eat their rice.

Have you family; if so, did they know when you was brought to this
place?

I have family in my country, southward ; I was seized and brought here without
their knowledge.

Witnesses, Areatoo Kannen, Marakandy Parrey.
(signed)

When the boy Arapan was examined in the presence of the magistrate, he
stated precisely as is above deposed, and said that he did not know the names of
the mopillas that seized him, or sent him up here, and the place from whence he
was sent; he was seized while he was playing in the compound of his house,
when his father and mother were not at home.

(signed)

Examinations held before the Magistrate and his officers, of the bondsmen
found on Mr. Brown’s possession, 77 importer, since June 1811.

N° 7.—Examination of Poolean Ayapen, taken on the 8th Danoo 987, or
2oth December 1811; aged about 7.

Question.—What is your country and caste?
Answer.—My country is Pattonb, in Travancore; caste Poolean.y ry

In what manner did you come to this placer
Some mopillas came at night in my house, seized and took me to Aleppi; thence

embarked me on board a manchoo, and carried me to Mahé; from whence some
Tears put me in a toney, and took me to the pondishala of Anjarakandy.

Whose Adean are you? Are there any of your family amongst these
Pooliars?

Iam Kedakat Menon’s Adean. There is none.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawor?
My father’s name Chunhamben; mother, Maily; I have no carnawor.

Are your father and mother alive?
No; they are both dead.

What relations have you in your country?
T have an elder brother, by name, Javing.

Did your tambooran and brother know of your having been seized and
brought to this place?

No, they did not. ,
Witnesses, Koteatoor Namber. Manalil Pocker.

(signed,

N* 7.—Examination of Ayapen, taken before the Magistrate in the Zilla,
North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811; about
7 years of age.

A Question.—.What is your.country, caste, and name¢
Ayapen country is Pottoly, to the southward; caste, Poolean; name

en,

How many years is it since you were brought to this place, and who isI your tambooran?
tis about two months. ago that I was seized and brought to this place, mytambooran is Kedakat Menow.
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How was you brought to this place?

At night when I was sleeping in my house, two mopillas came, seized and carried

me to Aleppi, whence they brought me to Mahé on board a manchoo, and from

thence I was sent to Anjarakandy, and placed amongst Achimes, Mr. Brown's

Pooliars, when they brought me from Aleppi, there were in the same manchoo Kally

Nathan and Ayapen, three Tier boys, they were also sent to Anjarakandy, and they

are now here.
(signed)

N° 8.—Examination of Tavan taken, on the 8th Danoo 987, aged about 35,

20th December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country ; what is your caste?

Answer.—-My country is Nettoo, to the southward of Cochin; my caste

Poolean.

What are the names of your father and mother?

My father’s name is Kary Vallian, mother Panaba.

When, why, and with whom did you come here?

In Eddavom last, when I was at work, Nettoor Ayeestta Woodun, by order of

Assen Ally, at Mahé, came and seized, and putting me in a manchoo, conveyed me

by night from Cochin, and landed me at Chiteva, from whence Coony Paray and

Bappen brought us, twelve in number, by land to this place.

Have you any house and family, if so, did they know of your having been

seized ?
I have a house and family; they did not know of my having been stolen away.

Was it with your consent that they brought you here?
It was not with consent.

Do you wish to return to your country?

Yes; I wish to return to my country.

Do you know the name of your tambooran?

Arakat Manotty fs my tambooran; he did not know of he circumstances.

itness, (signed)

Ne 8.—Examination of Tavan, taken before the Magistrate on the 17th Danoo

987, or 30th December 1811, aged about 35.

Question.—Where is your country; what is your caste and your house

names?

Answer.—My country is Nittoor, the south-eastward of Cochin; my caste

Poolian, name Tarvans.

How many years is it since you were brought here?
I was brought here last Eadarom.

Who is your tambooran?
My tambooran is Arakat Mamatty Mopla.

How were you brought here?
I was poing to my tambooran’s work, when Eddaeata Moidun, -a mopla, seized

and took me to the river side, where there was a ballon (boat) and some Bellacar in

that boat, in which there were ten or twelve other Pooliars; I was also put in it

and taken to Cochin, shut up twelve days; on the 13th day was put in a toney,

and brought to Chitua, whence I was brought by land to Mr. Brown, at Anja-

rakandy ; the twelve persons that came with me are now here.

Deposed on oath. (signed)

N° y.—Examination of Poolian Tavan, taken on the 8th Danoo 987, aged

about 11; 20th December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country; what is your caste.
Answer.—My country is Poombatate, to the southward of Cochin; mycaste

Podlian.
What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle.

My mother’s name is Panana, father Chody, of Wodambata Tarra. Wh
en,
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When, why, and with whom did you come here? Fort St. George
A mopla, by name Shackmadar, seized and took me to Cochin, put me in a Papers:

moonchoo, and brought me by night to Chetwa, whence Assen Ally’s people, Cunhy State of Slavery

Pareay and Bappen brought me by land last Eddavom, to Anjarakandy. inCompany's.
tories.

Have you any house and family ? erritories

1 have a house and family, but none of them knew of this.

Then how was you brought?
I was stolen, put in a moonchoo, and brought away.

Were you brought with your consent?
Not with my consent, they stopped my mouth with their hands.

What is the name of your tambooran, and did he know of this ?
My tambooran’s name is Penimbalata Panakedda Kanden; he did not know of

this.
Witness,—Kooteealoor, number a Manalil Paker. (signed.)

N° 9.—Examination of Tavan, before the Magistrate, on the 17th Danoo 987,
or 30th December 1811 ; aged about 11 years.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, and house name?
Answer.—My country is Perumballat, to the southward of Cochin; caste

Poolian, name Tarvan.

How many years is it since you were brought, and who is your tambooran?
My tambooran is Panakada Canden; I was asleep at night when Panaparambil

Pamikaree seized and brought me away, and gave me to Ayecagata Shuk Moidun,
who gave me to a Sahib at Cochin; thence 1 was put in a moonchoo and landed
at Chetwa; whence Coony Pareay and Bappen brought me by land to the sahib,
at the Bangsaul of Anjarakandy, twelve other poliars were also brought with me,
are now here. (signed.)

N° 10.—Examination of Poolian Ittinady, 8th Danoo 987 ; aged bout 24;
(20th December 1811.)

Question.—Where is your country, and what is your caste?
Answer.—My country is Nettoor, to the eastward of Cochin; caste Poolian.

What are the names of your father, mother and uncle?
My father’s name is Chowely; mother, Taware, of Mata Tara.

When, why, and with whom did you come here?
I was at work, when Nettoor Arkagate Moidun came there, seized and took and

put me in a moonchoo, and landed me at Chitwa, whence Assen Ally’s people,
viz. Coony Pary and Bappen brought me by land, and delivered me at Anjara-
andy.

Have vou any house and family ?
I have house and family, but they did not know of this.

Then how was you brought?
I was stolen.

Were you brought with your consent, or not ?
Not with my consent ; they stole me away ; since which I have not had the means

to makeacomplaint of my grievances.

What is the name of your tambooran; did he know of this ?
Pudianjary Goonyan Menow is my tambooran ; he did not know of it.

How many others were brought with you?
Twelve persons.

Witnesses. ‘signed)

N° 10,—Examination of Poolian Ittaniardy, before the Magistrate, on the
17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811; aged about 24.

Question.— Where is your country ; what is your caste and name?
Answer.--Nettoor to the southward ; caste, Poolian; name Ittinady.
How many years is it since you were brought; who is your tambooran;. how

were you brought>
125, T was
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I was brought last Eddawom ; my tambooran is Pudianjary Coony Menon;
I had gone to work, when in the evening Akagata Moidun, mopla, seized and gave

me to Willavara ; I was kept ten or twelve days at Cochin, whence, besides myself

and my chermy, ten others were embarked in a manchoo, brought to Chitwa;
thence Coony Parry and Bappen of Mahé, took us to Anjarakandy, and employed us
in the saib’s service; my relations and parents being in my country; I request
Jaramy Chermy may be sent there. Of what place are those? They are of Cochin;
I do not know them.

Willavara. (signed.)

N° 11.—Examination of Nully, 8th Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811;
aged about 15.

Question— Where is your country, what caste, and whose slave are you?

Answer.—Rowana, to the southward ; my caste is Parrey; and I am the slave of
Kojaraporata Kristria Pilla, of Kavaperata Tara.

What are the names of your father, mother and uncle?

My father is Ayapen; mother, Manny; and uncle, Coran.

When, why, and with whom did you come here?
In Kany last; three or four moplas came to my hut at the time the other people

were gone to work, seized and took me to Caengolam, thence to Aloppi, where they
put me in a manchoo, landed me at Mahé, and thence took me to Anjarakandy,
and there kept me.

What are the names ofthose who brought you °
They are moplas of Caengolam ; their names I do not know.

Did your relations know of your having been brought here?
I was stolen away, therefore they did not know of it; I have a family.

Witnesses, Cootiatoo Namber. Manalil Pokee.
(signed)

N° 11.—Examination of Nully, before the Magistrate, aged about 15 years,
on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—Whete is your country ; what is your caste and name?
Answer.—Chodana, to the southward ; my caste is Parrachy ; name, Nully.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your
tambooran ?

I was brought four months ago, and am the slave of Kojaporata Kristna Pilla.

How were you brought here?
Two moplas and two sooda tamborans called me to them, on pretence of doing

some work, and having taken mealittle way, they seized and brought me to Car-

jamgolate, where was kept in the mopla’s house one month; his name I do not
know; thence he took me in a manchoo to Poracata; detained methere two days

and brought me by land to Allippi ; detained me there four days, and thence brought
me in a manchoo and landed me at Mahé; whence I was taken by land againto
Anjarakandy, and made to stay there with the saib.

Do you know the moplas names¢
I do not know them.

(signed)

N* 12.—Examination of Kally, taken on the 8th Danoo 987; aged about 38;
(20th December 1811.)

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, and whose slave are
you?

Answer.—Wadatala, to the southward; caste Poolian. I am the slave of
Parambata Eeatil Eddy Kellen.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?
My fathers name is Cochala; mother, Anena; uncle, Ittenady.

When, why, and with whom did you come here ? .
In last Eddawom, Shak Madai, a mopla, and seven or eight others, came while

my tambooran was at Wa, seized and took me to Wadatala WadakaMoockan ;
there I was put in a manchoo, landed at Nettoor, thence was again embarked a

mancnoo,
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manchoo, and landed at Cochin; detained there twelve days, and thence I was
put ina manchoo, and landed at Chetwa, and whence I was brought by land to
Anjarakandy.

Did your relations know of your coming up here?

I was stolen away, therefore my relations did not know of it.
Witnesses. (signed)

N* 12.—Examination of Kally, before the Magistrate, aged about 38 years,
on the 17th Danoo 987, or 3oth December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and name?
Answer.—Wadatalla, to the southward; caste, Polleay ; name, Kally.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your
tambooran?

I was brought about eight months ago; I am the slave of Paramtate Eddatil
Edecoil.

How were you brought here?
Beadenchara Atten Ally seized me without the knowledge of my tambooran, and

put me, with twelve others, in a manchoo; brought me to Cochin, where I was
detained ten or twelve days, and given to the Wallacara, who put us in a manchoo,
and landed us at Chetwa, whence we were brought by land to Anjarakandy. I beg
I may be sent back to my tambooran and country.

(signed)

N° 13.—Examination of Poonama Poolay, aged about 28, on the 8th Danoo
987, or 20th December 1811.

Question. —Where is your country, why did you come here?
Answer.—Perimbalata, to the southward of Cochin. Panamparambil Panikare

seized me andmythree children, and gave to Nettail Aycagata Moideen Cooty,
who put us in a manchoo, and brought us to Chetwa; thence we were brought by
land. At nights we were shut up in shops, and thus were we sccured. until we
arrived at Anjarakandy.

What is your caste?
Poolay.

Whose slaves are you?
Nediaparamba Panakada Kanden, nair of Perumbalata to the southward.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?
My father’s name is Cocha Anymare ; mother, Anadara; uncle, Arachana.

Did your tambooran and family know of your having been brought here?
I was seized and carried away at night; they did not therefore know of it.

I have nowa child.
Witnesses. (signed)

N° 13.—Examination of Panama Polay before the Magistrate, aged about
28 years, 17th Danoo 987, (30th December 1811.)
Question.—-Where is. your country, what is your caste and name?

Answer.—Perimbalata to the southward ; my caste is Poolay, name Poonama.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your tam-
booran ?

I was brought last Eddawom, my tambooran is Nedamparamba Chanden.

How were you brought?
Panaparambil Pamkare Tier, and five or eight sooder tamboorans came to my

chala at night, without the knowledge of my tambooran, and seized me. I cried
out, when they thrust cloths into my mouth, and took me and my children, viz.
Tavan, Cochalla, and Jarra, besides eight others, to Cochin; and thence put me in
amanchoo, and brought to Chetwa, and thence by land to Anjarakandy; my tam-
booran and the father of these children being in my country, I request T may be
sent back to them.

(signed.)
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Fore N° 14.—Examination of Ithanga, aged about 20, 8th Danoo 987, (20th De-

State of Slavery cember 1811.)

in Company ‘ Question.—Where is your country, and what is your house name ?

Answer.—Coombalata, to the southward; caste, Poolean; there is no name of

my house, it being a chala.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?

My father is dead, his name I don’t know; mother, Manny ; uncle, Cheda.

When, why, and with whom did you come here?
It is eight months since I came to Anjarakandy; people seized me, put me in

a manchoo, and brought to Chetwa; thence one Bappen Mapilla and another,
Coony Pareay, brought to the Anjarakandy Banksaul.

Did your tamburan and relations know of your having been seized and

brought here?
They did not.

Whose slave are you?
I am the slave of Marapatty Kaymanmar.

Did Bappen and Coony Parey sell you to any body ?
I don’t know.

Witnesses. (signed)

N° 14.—Examination of Ithanga before the Magistrate on the 17th Danoo
987, or 30th December 1811; aged about 20.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and name?
Answer.—Combalata, to the southward, westward of Nettoor; caste, Pooliay;

name, Ithanga.

How many years is it since you were brought here?

I was brought in Eddavam last; my tamburan is Koombalata.

Who is your tamburan ?
And Pally Kristnen tamburan.

How were you brought here?
I was at work in the evening, when two or three moplas called, and took me to

the river side, where there was a manchoo, and ten or twelve wallacara. Iwas

then given to them, who took me to Cochin, where we arrived about eight Narighas,

at night. Besides myself and my chirman, Ittinadan, there were ten others put in

a manchoo, and brought to Chitwa, whence Cooney Pairey and Bappen, two

moplas of Mahi, came and brought us by land to Anjarakandy, and there employed

in. the saib’s work. All my relations being in my country, I beg I may be sent

back. (signed.)

N° 15.—Examination of Eschalla, aged about 11, 8th Danoo 987, (20th De-

cember 1811.)

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and name, and

whose slave are you ?
Answer.—Perumballata, to the southward; caste, Poolean; house, Oudarabota ;

my tamburan is Panakada Kanden.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?

Father, Chody; mother, Panava; I don’t know my uncle.

When, why, and with whom did you come here?
I don’t know when exactly; but Wanaparambil Panikad and many people came

to a place called Chimbil, surrounded the house at night, seized and brought us

away; as we were being brought, wecriedout, when they seized us by the neck,

stopped our mouths, and put us in a manchoo, and sent us off toAnjarakandy.

Have you any family? | .
I have in my country; I was seized and brought away at night without their

knowledge.

Witnesses. {signed.)
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N° 15.--Examination of Cochala before the Magistrate of the Zillah, North
Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811 ; aged about 11.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, and house name?
Answer.—Perimballata, to the southward; caste, Poolian ; name, Cochala.

How many years is it since you were brought here; who is your tamburan?
I was brought in Eddawam last; my tamburan is Panakada Kanden Nair.

How were you brought here?
Panaparambil Panikare came at night, while I was sleeping, seized and gave me

to Shaik Maideen, who sent me to Cochin; whence, besides myself, eleven others

were put in a manchoo, and brought to Chetwa, where Coony Pariey and Bappen

brought us by land, and gave us to a saib at Anjarakandy; the suib made us stay
there ; the Pooliars that were brought with me are now here.

(signed.)

N° 16.—Examination of Corumba, aged about 30; 8th Danoo 987, (2oth
December 1811.)

Question.—Where is your country, what is your and your house name?
Answer.—Wadatalla, to the southward, name Corumba, house name Pottata.

What is your caste?
Pooliay.

What are the names of your father, mother and uncle?
My father’s name is Ayan; mother, Cally; uncle, Cochala, he is dead.

Where, why and with whom did you come here?

In Eddawam last; moplas seized me my infant child and twelve others, and
brought us away.

What are the names of those moplas?
I don’t know.

Whose adeaty are you?
The adeaty of Mara Pally Kananmar.

Did your tamburan and relations know of your having been seized and
brought away?

They did not.
Witnesses. (signed.)

N° 16.—Examination of Corumba before the Magistrate, 17th Danoo 987,
(30th December 1811); aged about 30 years.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and name?

Answer.--Wadatalla, to the southward; my caste is Poolay and name Carumba.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your
tambooran.

About eight months ago; my tambooran is Itty Kanin.

How were you brought away? .
I was at work, when, without the knowledge of my tambooran and poolian

(husband), myself and two of my children, viz. Dampan and Kanda, were seized by

Eddacatta Vudeen, mopla and some others, and brought to Cochin, detained there
eleven days, and then given.to Walladara, who brought us in a manchoo and landed

us at Chitwa; besides myself there were eleven others, whence two moplas of

Mahé, named Coony Parray and Bappen, brought us to Anjerakandy, and made us

stay with a saib; those eleven that were brought with me are presenthere.

Of what place are those Wallacara (Europeans) ?
They are of Cochin; I don’t know their names. (signed)

o

N° 17.—Examination of Anima, aged about 16, 8th Danoo 987, (2oth

December 1811.)

Question.— Where is your country, what is your caste and house name, and

whose adeama ure you?
Answer.—Cootanard, to the southward; my caste, Poolay; house name,none ;

Tam the adeama of Koisara Matoor Nair.

What are the names of your father, mother and uncle?
My father is Conder; mother, Choruda; I don’t know my uncle's name.
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When, why, and with whom did you come here ?

In last Eddawan, moplas seized and gave me to the wellacara at Cochin, thence
they put me and eleven others in a manchoo, and landed me at Chitwa, whence

moplas brought us away ; on the road at nights they shut us up in shops, and thus

they brought us to Anjarakandy.

Have you any family?
I have a father, mother, sister, brother and others; they did not know of my

having been stolen away atnight.
Witnesses. (signed.)

N° 17.—Examination of Anama before the Magistrate, on the 17th Danoo 987,

or 30th December 1811; aged about 16.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and name?

Answer.—Cootanaad, to the southward; my caste is Poolay; name, Anema,

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your
tamburan?

I was brought seven or eight months ago; I heard Mootoo Taragan is my

tamburan.

How were you brought away ?
I was sleeping in my hut when a poolian stole me away and sold me to a walla-

caran at Cochin, whence, when ten or twelve others were being brought away in a

manchoo, I was also put in it and brought to Chitwa, and thence two moplas
brought us to Anjarakandy by land.

Do you know the names of the wallacaran and moplas?

The moplas are Coony Pareay and Bappen; wallacaren is Margo.
(signed.)

N° 18.—Examination of Wattachy, aged about 31, taken on the iuth Danoo

987, or 23d December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your name and caste, and house

name, and whose adeama are you ?
Answer.—Kaleashary; my caste Pooleay; house, Erechatta. I am the adeama

of the Chiricul Raja.

What are the names of your father, mother and uncle?

Myfather’s name is Pottin ; mother, Carta; I know not my uncle.

When, why, and with whom did you come here’
In Eddavam last; Madacaracaren Kumba Moidun told me there was some

work for me in the field, and took me to Madakara, where I performed the work.

On my return in the evening from the work, I found the Terry Taney had been

taken away, and when I went into the water, intending to cross the river (by swim-

ming), the mopla Maidun came and prevented me; he then took me to a shop;

the next morning he carried me and my child to Manjan Parreay's shop, and got @

koopai put on me, and detained me two months in Cottotail Pockar’s shop, when

last Chingan, it coming to the knowledge of Brown Saib, he sent for me to Anja-

rakandy, took off the koopay, and put me amongst the Pooliars.

Have you any house and family?
I have no house at present of my own, but have a family in my country; they

did not know what had become of me.

What is the name of your daughter?
Wettachy, (pointing out to her.)

Witness. (signed.)

N° 18.—Examination of Wattachy, aged about 31, before the Magistrate,

17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—W here is your country, what is your name and caste?
Auswer.—Kaliasherry to the northward ; my caste Poolay, and name Wattachy.

How many years is it since you were brought away, and who is yout

tambooran?
I was brought here last Eddavam; my tamburan is the Raja ofCherical. i

. iow
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How were you brought here?
_ I was at work in the field, when Cumba Maideen seized me and my child; made
us stay in a mopla’s shop at Madacara; the next day crossed the Capa Cadawa
(Terry), and kept in Manyan Parreay’s shop at night, where he got me washed,
and put a coopay upon me, and then I was sold to a mopla, by name Pokar, of
Anjarakandy. ‘The Anjarakandy achin (Mr. Brown), knowing of this, took me
forcibly away, and taking off the koopar, placed me amongst the Pooliars.

(signed.)

Examinations held before the Magistrate and his Officers, of the Bondsmen
found in Mr. Brown’s possession, imported at different periods between 1799
and 1810.

N* 1.—Examination of Ramen Wettoowan, aged about 22, taken on the
23d December 1811, or 10 Danoo 987.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste, your house name, and
whose slave are you ?

Answer.—My country is Chetooway Manaporom; my caste is Wettoowan; my
house name is Kadollapara, slave of Arayemparomba Kanden.

What are the names of your father, mother and amamon (uncle)?
My father’s name is Oonicoram; my mother, Chakky; and my amamon,

Changuram.

When did you come to this place; why, and with whom did you come?
Ten years ago, one day Karooukaren Moideen Cooty, mopas man Willaly,

mopilla Cooty Ally mopilla, and several other people, came at night time, sur-
-rounded our house, seized and tied us, nine persons in number, embarked us in a
manchoo on that very night; landed us at Kootinguel, and from thence we were
embarked again, and landed at Anjarakandy ; five of the number died at Anjara-
kandy, and we four only remain; one of the women has had one child, which is
still alive.

You said, besides yourself, there are three persons and a female child, what
are their names

One of those who died left a child named Koroomba, and the others are Chakky,
Kally and Chakapen.

Have you a house and family¢ -
Yes, I have a house and family in my country; my father, mother, and some of

the children were seized, tied, and brought to this place.

(signed.)

Witnesses,—Ariatoo Kamen. Murkandy Puroy.

N° 1.—Examination of Wittoowan Ramen, aged about 22, taken before the
Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or

30th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, what is your name and caste?
Answer.—My country is Chittooway, Manaporom, caste Wattoowan, and name

Kaida Kaparambatoo Ramen.

How many years is it since you have been. brought here, and who is your
tambooran ?

It is about ten years since I have been brought here; my tambooran is Aumpa-
rambil Camen.

In what manner were you brought here? . ;
One night while I was sleeping, Villaly and Cootially, two mopilas, came, seized

and carried me to Chitooway, and kept me at Koolonguel, whence they embarked
me on board a manchoo, and landed me at Anjarakandy, and made me stay in
Brown Saibs Pandishalla; my father Oonichoren, my mother Chakly, my four
Sisters and one brother were also brought to Anjarakandy; my sisters Chakky and

Kally, my brother Chakapan, and a child’ by name Karoomba, the daughter of

my deceased ‘sister now remain, the rest are dead.
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How old are you now?
Tam not certain ; about 22 years I think.

Did your tambooran Kannen know of your having been carried away?
No, he did not, (signed.)

N° 2.—Examination of Wittoowan Cherookoran, aged about 32, taken on
the 10th Danoo 987, or 23d December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, what is the name of your house, what
caste are you, and whose slave are you?

Answer.—My country is Chawakaat, my house name is Walatatadato Paramba;
caste Wittoowan; slave of Virran Cooty Kanakapilla.

When did you come here, why and with whom did you come here?
Ten years ago, one day in the night, Carawakaran, Moideer Cooty, Moopas,

Brother and another man, came to the house of a tien when I was drinking toddy,
seized, carried, and delivered me bound to Carooakaran Moidun, mopa of
Chawakat, who embarked me on board a manchoo, and landed me at Anja.

rakandy.

What are the names of your father, mother, and anamon (uncle) ?
My father’s name is Chorakoran; my mother, Ara, and my anamon, Kai,

Have you a house and family?
I have a house and family in my country, but they did not know when I was

seized and brought to this place. (signed.)

Witnesses, Areata Kannen. Makankandy Purry.

N° 3.—Examination of Wettoowan Cherookoran, aged about: 32, taken on
the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811, before the Magistrate in the
Zillah, North Malabar.

Question. —Which is your country, whatis your caste and name?
Answer.—My country is Chawakat, to the southward caste Wittoowan, name

Cherookora.

How many years is it now since you was brought to this place, and who is
your tambooran ?

‘ Iwas brought to this place 10 years ago, and my tambooran is Nuran Kana-
apilla.—

Howdid he bring you to this place?
Karooakar, Moopas, Brother, Koovil Cunhy Markar, came at night, called me to

go with him to work, and carried my wittoaly and a child to Karooakar Moopa;at that
time there were three others amongst them, when a sepoy came from Anjarakandy;
Moopa gave him a writing, and embarked us, six persons, on board a manchoo,
and sent us to Mr. Brown. While at Anjarakandy, my child and three other
persons died; I have now only a son, he is eight years old; his name is Ramen.

Did any body know of your having been brought as you have stated?
Yellaly Mopilla was the person who put us in the stocks, and came with us to

Anjarakandy ; my tamburan and my family did not know of it.

Do you know the name of the sepoy that came with you?
No, I do not.

What are the names of your (uncle) .carnawer, father, mother, and your
house name?—

The name of my uncle is Kai; father, Cheroon Koran; mother and the house
name is Wallaladala Parambo. (sworn and signed)

N° 3.—Examination of Wittowam Ayapan, aged about 18, taken on the

1ith Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—What is country, what is your caste, your house name, and
whose slave you are?

Answer.—My country is Chawakut, caste Willowan, my house name is Moonde-
rawilapil, and I am the slave of Kakat Menson Kambil. What

a
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What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon (uncle) ? Fort St. George
My father’s name is Coran; mother, Chakey; amamon, Candapore. Papers:

State of Slavery
When did you come to this place; why and with whom did you come? in Company's

Ten years ago, when I was a child, and while I was tending cattle, Karooakaren ._Territories.
Moideen Cooty Moopa’s men came and seized me; on the road, when the pas-
sengers looked at me, he covered me with his shield, and thus took me to Willen-
lout, where I was kept shut up in a room ; and on that very night I was embarked
on board a manchoo to Anjarakandy, and there he landed me.

Have you a house and family; if so, did they know when he brought you to
this place ?

Yes,I have a house and family; but before I was brought to this place, my
father was dead; all the others were alive, but they did not know of where I had

gone. (signed.)
Witness, Arratoo Kannen. Markankandy Parry.

N° 3.—Examination of Wattoowam Ayapen, about 18, taken before the Ma-
gistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 3oth
December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste and name, how
many years is it now since you was brought to this place, and who is
your tamburan ?

Answer.—My country is Chawakaat; caste, Wittoowan; my name is Ayapen;
I was brought to this place about ten years ago; I think my tamburan is Kakat
Menon.

How did he bring you to this place?
While I was playing with some children that were tending cattle in the day time,

Karooakaran Moopa’s man, a mopilla, came, seized me, and covered me with
a shield, to prevent people taking notice of me, and carried me to Williancote, and
kept me in a room where others were confined; from thence we were all put on
board a manchoo, and landed at Anjarakandy, and placed in Mr, Brown’s pand-
shall; one Karaky, one Vitoowan, and one Vitoolvaty, who were brought with me,
are here now.

What are the present names of Kanaky and Wittoowans, that were brought
with you?

Kanaky is called Coucky; Wittoowan, Kandah Koran, and Witoowaty, Chaky;
Witoowan and Vitooaty are here, and Karaky is at Anjarakandy.

How old are you; what are the names of your father, mother, and
karawor?

Tam about 18 years old; my father is called Karen; my mother, Chaky; my
karnawar, Kandapen.

Did any body know of your having been seized and brought to this place?
No.

What is your house name?
Mondor Wallapa. (sworn and signed.)

N° 4.—Examination of Wittoowan Kanden, aged about 30, taken on the
11 Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste, house name, and
whose slave are you?

Answer.—My country is Armbur; caste, Wittoowan; house name, Kollery;
and am the slave of Arimbur Karikar.

When did you come to this place; why, and with whom did you come?
en years ago, when I was a child, when my mother was taking me to her

eldest sister’s house, Karooakar, Moiden, Cooty, Moopa’s people, came, seized and
took us to Chawakut; I don’t know their names ; they kept us there a month, and
afterwards they embarked us.on board a manchoo, and landed me and my mother at
Anjarakandy ; my mother is now with me here.

125. What
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What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon?

Fort St. George My father’s name is Changaran; mother, Chaky; amamon, Kai.
Papers:

State of Slavery Have you a house and family.; if so, did they know of your having been

Nrerrtories. brought to this place? ,

—__—— I have a house and family ; but they did not know of their bringing me and my

mother away. (signed.)

Witness, Areatoo Kannen. Markakandy Parry.

N° 4.—Examination of Wittoowan Kanden, about 30 years old, taken before

the Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or
goth December 1811.

Question—What is your country, your name and caste?
Answer.—My country is Tuchartoo, to the southward; caste, Wittoowan; my

name is Kanden.

How many years is it since you were brought to this place, and who is your
tamburan ?

I was brought ten years ago; my tamburan is Arembara Kariakara.

In what manner was you brought to this place ?
At night, Wallaly Mopla, one of Karooakaram Moopa’s men, came, seized me

and my sister, and took us to the Moopa; two days after, we were embarked ina
toney to Anjarakandy, and delivered over to Mr. Brown.

How old are you, and what are the names of your father, mother, and

karnawor?
I am not certain how old I am; my father’s name is Changaram ; my mother’s,

Chaky ; and karnawar, Kai.

__ Who carried you to Anjarakandy, to Mr. Brown ?

Willaly Mopilla. (sworn and signed.)

N° 5.—Examination of Wittoowan Ramen, aged about 18, taken on the

11th Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, your caste, your house name, and whose
adiam are you?

My country is Chawakat; caste, Wittoowan; my house name, and whose adiam
I am, I don’t know.

What are the names ofyour father, mother, and amamon?
T don’t know their names.

When did you come here, for what purpose, and with whom did you
come here?

When I was young, and having no sense at that time, the mopillas seized and

put me on board a manchoo, and landed me at Anjarakandy; I don’t recollect any
thing more. (signed.)

Witnesses, Areata Kannen. Markon Kady Parrey.

N° 5.—Examination of Wittoowan Ramen, aged about 18, taken before the

Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 87, or 3oth
December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and your name?
Answers.—My country is Chawakat; caste, Wittoowan, and my name is Ramen.

How many years is it now since you was brought to this place, and who is
your tamburan?

I was brought to this place ten years ago; I don’t recollect my tamburan.

How was you brought to this place?
When I was asleep at night, two mopillas came, seized and carried me to

Karooakar Moopa’s pundeshall, from whence I was embarked on board a manchoo,
and sent to Anjarakandy, to Mr. Brown’s plantation; five persons that were sent
with me, three are dead, and two are here; their names are Veloeven Changran
and Nelly.

How
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How old are you, and what are the names of your father, mother, and
amamon ?

I don’t know how old I am, or what are the names of my father and mother.

(sworn and signed.)

N° 6.—-Examination of Wittowan Canden Coran, aged about 25, taken on
the 10th Danoo 987, or 21st December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste, your house name,
and whose adima are you?

Answer.—My country is Kadangaloor; caste, Wittoowan; my house name,
Peyoo Patty, and I am the adima of Koudakut Tapen.

What are the names of your father, mother and amamon?
My father’s name is Parum; mother, Chakky, and my amamon, Erry.

When did you come here, for what purpose, and with whom did you
come here ?

Ten years ago, when I was young, Karookaran, Moideen Cooty Moopa’s men
came, seized me while I was tending cattle, and shut me up in a room at Moideen
Cooty Moopa’s house ; the next day at night they embarked me on board a manchoo
and landed me at Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and parents?
I have in my country a house, mother, sisters and brothers, and several other

relations; they did not know of their bringing me away.
Witness, Arcatoo Kannen. Markankandy Parry. (signed.)

N° 6.—Examination of Wittowan Canden Coram, aged about 25, taken
before the Magistrate on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—W hat is your country, your caste and name?
Answer.—-My country is Kadangaloor; caste, Wittowan, and name, Kanden

Koram.

How many years is it since you was brought here, and who is your
tamburan?

I was brought ten years ago; my tamburan is Kandakat Tapan.

How were you brought to this place?
When I was tending cattle, Karookar Moopa’s man came, seized and carried me

to Chawakat, and shut me up in a room; on the third day he embarked me in a

tooney and delivered me to Mr. Brown; at that time there were in that tooneywith

me one Wetoaty and a Wittoan.

What are the names of your karnawar, father, mother, and how old are you ?

The name of my karnawar is Erry; father, Parun ; mother, Chakky ; I don’t

know how old I am.

What is the name of your house?
Kaidawalapel.

Do you know the names of the mopillas that seized and brought you to this

place?
No, I do not; I saw there the moopas. (sworn and signed.)

N° 7.—Examination of Wittoowan Chekapen, aged about 15, taken on the

11th Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, your house name, and whose

adima are you?
Answer.—I heard my country is Clohmay Manaporon; caste, Netoowm; the

house name I don’t know.

What are the names of your father, mother and amamon?

My father is called Oony Coran ; my mother, Chaky ; I don’t know my amamon.

When did you come here, for what purpose, and with whom did you

come here ? .
I heard the mopillas had seized and brought us to this place; at that. time Ihad

no sense,
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Is there now any of your parents with you, if so, state their names ?
I have now with me my eldest brother, Ramen; my eldest sister, Chaky, and her

sister, Kally, and a child of the deceased sister, by name Coroomba.

Witness, Areyata Kaknin. Markakandy Parry. (signed.)

Ne 7.—Examination of Wettoowan Chakappen, aged about 15, taken before
the Magistrate in the Zillah North Malabar, on the 17th Datoo y87, or
goth December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste and name?
Answer.—My country is Chitooway Manaforam ; caste, Wittoowan ; my name,

Chakapen Kaidakam; Paramba is the name of my house.

How many years is it since you have been brought to this place, and who is
your tamburan ?

It is about ten years ago since I have been brought here; I am the adiam of
Arayan Parambil Canacham.

In what manner.were you brought hereF
I was seized and carried to Anjarakandy while a child, and made to stay at Brown

Sahib’s Pandishall.

What are the names of your father, mother and karnawar?
My father’s name is Coran; mother’s, Chakky; and carnawar’s I don’t know.

Have you been to your country since you came to this place?
No.

How came you to know the names of your house, father and mother?
My father and mother died at Anjarakandy; I was seized and brought along

with them.

Are there now any of your relations left?
There are here now my eldest brother, Ramen; my sisters, Chakky and Kally.

Is it not better for you to live at Anjarakandy when you have your parents
there?

No, I wish to go to my couutry.

N° 8.—Examination of Wittowan Kai, aged about 25, taken on the 11th
Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, house-name, and whose adima are
ou?

Answer.—My country is Kottapadys, to the southward; caste, Wittoowan;
house name, Vattakat;I am the adima of Poomatoor Keroomenon.

What are the names of your father, mother and amamon ?
My father’s name is Cockin ; mother’s Aia; amamon, Kai.

When did you come here, forwhat purpose, and with whom did you come here?
Ten or thirteen years ago, when I was a child, Karooakar, Moideen, Moopa’s

men,Willaly Mopilla, Cunhamoo Mopilla and a tean came in the jungle where I was
tending cattle, seized and carried me to the house of Chawakat Moideen Moopa,
and kept me there for ten days ; afterwards one day at night they laid hold of me,
tied and embarked me on board a manchoo, and landed me at Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and parents, and did they know of your having been
seized and brought to this place?

I have a house and parents in my country; they did not know my being seized
and brought away.

(signed.)
Witnesses.

N* 8.—Examination of Wuttakat Witooan Kai, aged about 25, taken before
the Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, oF
30th December 1811. .

Question—What is your country, caste, and your name?
Answer.—My country is Kottapadikel, to the southward, in. Ponatoor; caste,

Wittoowan; and my name is Wattakot Kai. H
ow
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How many years is it since you have been brought to this place, and whois Fort St. George
your tambooran ? Papers:

Five or ten years ago; I think I am the adima of Corumenon Tambooren. State of Slavery
. | in Company’s

How did they bring you here ? Territories.
When I was tending cattle in thejungle, Willaly Mopilla and a tean seized me and S—7-~""

carried me to Caraoakara Moopa, when one day at night I was embarked on board
a manchoo and sent to Mr. Brown at Anjarakandy.

What are the names of your father, mother, and karnawar?
My father’s name is Cochen; my mother’s, Aia; and karnawar, Kar.

Who seized and brought you to Anjarakandy; did your parents know of
your having been seized and carried away ?

Caotially Mopilla seized and brought me to Anjarakandy; my parents did not
know of their bringing me away. (sworn and signed.)

N* 9.—Examination of Wittoowen Aipen, aged about 30, taken on the
11th Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, house name, and whose adima
are you?

Answer. — My country is Tokay in Cherrykallil, to the southward; caste,
Wittowan; house name, Andikatoo; I am the adima of Karkat Moideen.

What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon?
My father’s name is Ayapen; mother’s, Neely; amamon, Copen.

When did you come here, for what purpose, and with whom did you
come here?

I don’t know when I came here. When I was tending cattle, two mopillas
came, seized and carried me to Chawakat, and shut me up there in a room; their
names I don’t know; whence I was embarked on board a manchoo, and landed me
at Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and parents?
Yes, I have in my country; my mother and three sisters, one brother, and a

house; they did not know of their bringing me away.

What are their names?
My mother is called Nuly; brother, Changran; sisters, Coda, Ponny, and

Nuly. (signed)

Witnesses. Arcata Kannen. Markankandy Parry.

N° 9.—Examination of Wittoowan Aiapen, aged about 30, taken before the
Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on 17th Danoo 987, or goth
December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Chetooway Tokay in Cherykalil, to the southward ;

caste, Wittoowan; name, Aipen; my house name, Andicatus.

How many years is it since you have been brought to this place, and who is
your tamburan?

Men years ago I was brought to this place; I am the adiam of Karakat Moideen
opilla.

How did they bring you here ?
When I was tending cattle, Karooaker Moopa’s men came, seized and carried

me to Chavakat to Karooaker Moopa, who embarked me on board a manchoo, and
sentme to Mr. Brown at Anjarakandy. Cadden Wittoowan was also sent with me,
but he made his escape from the pundishall.

What are the names of your father, mother, amamon; and how old are
you P

My father’s name is Aipen; mother’s, Nuly; amamon, Komapan. I don’t know
how old I am.

125, Who
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Fort St. George Who were the persons that brought you to Anjarakandy ?

Papers: I don’t know their names. The manchoo’s muequas brought me to Anjarakandy,

Se Company's (sworn and signed.)
Territories.

N° 10.—Examination of Wittoowan Changran, aged about 40, taken on the
10th Danoo 987, or 23d December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and whose adima are you?
Answer. —My country is in Chawakat Maidery, to the southward; caste,

Wittoowan; my house name, Chakattatel. I am the adima of Yarata Ainally
Mopilla.

What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon?
My father’s name is Aiapan; mother’s, Nulee; amamon, Kanden.

When did you come here; for what purpose, and with wiiom did you
come here?

Eight years ago, one day, Chanden Parambil Cunhy, Moideen and Willaly
Mopilla, came to Choonatta salt pan, where I was working; seized, and took
me to Tuttaipil, where they embarked me on board a manchoo, and landed me
at Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and parents?
Yes, I have a house and parents in my country; they did not know of my

being brought to this place. (signed.)gued.

Witnesses. Arcatao Kannen. Markarkandy Parry.

N* 10.—Examination of Wettoowan Changran, aged about 40, taken betore
the Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987,
or 30th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Maridary, to the southward; caste, Wittoowan; name,

Changren.

How many years is it since you have been brought to this place, and who is
your tamburan?

Ten years ago I have been brought to this place; my tambooran is Yarata
Ainally Mopilla.

How were you brought to this place?
When I was working in the salt pan, Wellaly Mopilla and Chanaporata Coony

Moideen Mopilla came, seized me, my wetooty, and my three children, and carried
us by land to Karooakur Moopas, where they shut us up in a room, and kept us
there two days ; on the third day they embarked us on board a manchoo, and sent
us to Mahi, where the Anjarakandy saib was living; that day they kept us there;
the next day we were again embarked in a manchoo, and sent to Anjarakandy;
my wetooaty and two children died at Anjarakandy, and now myself and one child
remain.

What are the names of your karawan, father and mother ?
My karawan’s name is Canden; father’s Aiapen; and mother’s Neelee ; my house

name is Chakatatila Paramba.

Who brought you to this place?
The macqkuas ; I do not know their name.

(sworn and signed.)

N° 11.—Examination of Wettoowaty Neely, aged about 25, taken on 1ith

Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, your house name, and whose adima
are you?

Answer.—My country is Cankanny, to the southward ; I do not know my house
name ; caste is Wetooaty; am the adima of Tendil Christna Camul.

What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon ¢
My father’s name is Aiapen, mother’s Pony; karnawor, Chanan. Wh

en
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When, did you come here ; why, and with whom did you come here?
Ten or fifteen years ago ; one day, Karooakar Moopa’s men, Nair Cunhy, Amad

and Wilally Mopilla came, seized me and my wittoowan, and took us to Karooakar
Moopa, where they put my weltoowan in the stocks, and me they shut up ina
room ; after three days they embarked us on board a manchoo, with other wettoo-
wans and pooliars, and landed us at Anjarakandy; my wettoowan is dead; I have
one daughter.

Have you a house and parents ; if so, did they know of your having been
seized, and carried away?

I have a house and parents in my country; they did not know of my being carried
away. (signed.)

Witnesses, Araryata Kannen. Markarkandy Parry.

N° 11.——Examination of Wettovaty Neelee, aged about 25, taken before the
Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th
December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer —My country is Peroompaddapa Cankanny, to the southward; caste,

Wettooaty; name Neelee.

How many years is it since you were brought to this place; and who is
your tamburan?

I think it is about ten years ago since I was brought to this place; my tamburan
is Tendil Christna Camul.

How did they bring you to this place?
One day at night, Karoowakur Moopa’s men, Wellaly Mopilla and Nair Cunhy

Amad, came in my house, seized me and my wettooan, embarked us in a toney and
took us to Karooakar Moopa, where they shut us up in a room for three days, and
on the fourth day, they embarked us again on board a manchoo, and took us to the
sahib of Anjarakandy ; two wettoowans, two wettooatus, two or three pooliars, were
brought with me ; the latter are still alive, and the others are dead. I have now a
child, by the name of Chaky.

How many children have you now?
I have only one child, born at Anjarakandy.

What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon?
My father’s name is Aiapin; mother’s, Pony ; karnawur, Chanan.

Who was the person who brought you to Anjarakandy ?
Wellaly Mopilla embarked me on board a manchoo, he and mucqwas took me to

Anjarakandy.
(sworn and signed.)

N* 12..-Examination of Wettooaty, aged about 35, taken on 24th December
1811, or 11th Danoo 987.

Question.—What is your country, caste, your house name, and whose adima
are you?

Answer.—My country is Parawar, to the southward; caste, Wettooaty ; the
house name I do not recollect; I am the adima of Parawar Tamburan.

What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon?
My father’s name is Kadden; mother’s, Korumba; amamon, Chungran.

When did you come here, why, and with whom did you come here ?
Ten years ago; one day Karooakar Moopas men, Willaly Mopilla and Nair

Cunhy Amod, came at the time my people went to work, seized, took and kept me
in the Chawakat Fort, and from thence they carried me to Tottanpilly, embarked
me with some wettoowars and pooliars on board a manchoo, and landed us at
Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and parents; if so, did they know of your having been
seized and brought to this place ?

have a house and parents in my country; they did not know of their seizing
sad bringing me to this place. (signed.)

Witnesses, Arcatoo Kannen. Markankandy Parry.
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N°* 12.—Examination of Wettoowaty Aya, aged about 35, taken before the

Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on 17th Danoo 987, or 30th De-
cember 1511.

Question.— Whatis your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Chenna Mangalom, to the southward of Kodangaloor;

caste, Willooaty, and name Aya.

How many years is it since you were brought to this place, and who is your
tambooran ?

I think it is about ten years ago that I was brought to this place; my tambooran

is Parawoor Tambooran, of Chena Mangalom.

How was you brought to this place?
One day, when I was sitting in my house, at day time, Karoowakar Moopa’s

followers, Wellaly Moopilly, Nair Cunhy Amod, with several other mopillas,

came, seized and embarked me in a toney, and carried me to Karooakeer Moopa’s

house, where they kept me two days; afterwards they embarked me again with two
wettoowans in a toney, and sent us to Anjarakandy, to Mr. Brown’s pundishall;

the two wettoowans died at Anjarakandy.

What are the names ofyour father, mother, and amamon?
My father’s name is Canden; mother’s Corumba; and karnawar, Chaltan.

Have you now any children?
No, 1 have none.

Who brought you to this place?
Wellaly Mopilla and Nair Cunhy Amod.

What is your house name?
I do not know. (sworn and signed.)

N° 13.—Examination of Wittooaty Neelee, aged about 30, taken the 11th Da-
noo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question —What is your country, caste, house name, and whose adima
are you?

Answer.—My country is Maroodaroo; caste, Willooaty; house name I am not
certain of; and I am the adima of Erratah.

What are the names of your father, mother and amamon.
My father’s name is Changran; mother’s Aya; and amamon Ayapen.

When did you come here, for what purpose, and with whom did you come
ere.

Ten years ago, one day Karooakar Moopa’s men, Willaly Mopilla, Chandam-
porambil, Cunhy Moideen, mopilla, with several other mopillas, came at the time

that my father and mother went to work, seized, carried me to Chawakat, and kept

me there; they then went a second time, seized my father, mother, and their chil-

dren, and brought them also to the place where | was, and kept us all there for

a few days; afterwards, one day at night, they took us to Fottapil, where they
embarked us on board a manchoo, and landed us at Mahé, from whence we were
embarked again in a toney, and landed at Anjarakandy.

Of those seized, how many remain and are now with your
My father, mother, my youngest sister, my younger brother were seized, and

powonly my father and myself remain ; I have now two children with me, and they
are these.

Witness. (signed)

N° 13.—Examination of Neelee, aged about 30 years, taken before the Ma-

gistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or goth De-

cember 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste und name ? ;
Answer.—My country is Maroodary, to the southward; caste, Willovaty; ™Y.

name, Neelee.
How



OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 625

How many years is it since you have been brought to this place, and who is
your tamburan ?

Ten years ago I was brought to this place, and my tamburan is Erratah Ayanany
Mcpilla.

How did they bring you to this place?
When my father and mother went to work, Willaly Mopilla and Chandanapo-

yvatoo Cunhy Ammod Mopilla came, seized me, and took me away to a short dis-
tance, and asked me if I had father and mother; I replied, that I had; and they
returned a second time, and brought my father and mother, and my younger
brother and sister, and we all were afterwards carried to Moopa’s house, where we
were kept for a month ; afterwards they told us that they were going to take us to
Tottapel (another house of the moopa’s, but afterwards, we five persons, together
withawittoowan boy, were embarked on board a manchoo, and delivered to Mr.
Brown at Anjarakandy; a few days after, my mother, brother, and sister died; my
father, myself, and the two children that I had since I came to this place, still
remain.

How old are you, and what is your house name?
I am about thirty years old, and my house name is Chakatatel Wallapil.

What are the names of your father, mother, and karnawor?
My father’s name is Changran ; mother’s, Ayah ; karnawor, Ayapen.

How old are the children that you had since you came to Anjarakandy?
They are females, one five years old, the youngest two.

(sworn and signed)

N° 14.—Examination of Kalee, aged about 35 years, taken on the 11th
Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question—What is your country, caste, house name, and whose adima
are you ?

Answer.—My country is Chawakat, caste Wellooaty, house name Manote,
I am the adima of Chawacot Cotta Moopah.

What are the names of your father, mother, and amamon?
My father’s name is Arapen ; mother’s Cotta; amamon, Conda.

When did you come here, why, and with whom did you come here?
Ten years ago; one day, Karooakur Moopa’s man, Willaly Moopilla came, called

me to go with him to work; but he took me to Karooakar Moopa’s house, and shut
me up in a room, and that night he embarked me, my son (a child), and some
Wittooars and Pooliars on board a manchoo, and landed us at Anjarakandy.
My son fell into the river, and was drowned. I have now one boy, he is this.

Have you a house and parents, if so, did they know that you have been
seized and carried away ?

I have a house and parents in my country; they did not know of my being seized
and brought away. (signed)

Witnesses, Arcata Kannen, Markarkandy Parry. .

N° 14.~-Examinationof Kalee, aged about 35 years, taken before the Magis-
trate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 3oth
December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Chawakut; caste, Wattoowaly; name, Kallee; my

house name Chakundda.

How many years is it since you were brought to this place, and who is your
tambooran ? .

I was brought about ten years ago, and my tambooran is Kotta Moopah.

__ How was you brought to this place?
Willaly Mopilla came at night, seized me and my child, and carried us on board

&@ ™manchoo to Anjarakandy, and placed us there at Mr. Brown’s pandishala ; my son
Ayapen fell into the river one day while looking after the Saheb’s cattle, and was

125, drowned.
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drowned. I did not know where to tell my grievances, therefore I did not complain;

now I have this boy, his name is Chamen.

What are the names of your father, mother, amamon, and your house

name?
My father’s name is Aipen; mother’s, Cotta; amamon, Conda; house name is

Manote.

How old are you?
About 35 years of age.

How many children had you since you came to Anjarakandy?
I had five children since I came to Anjarakandy; one boy, by the name of

Chamen, aged about fourteen years, only remains.
(signed)

N° 15.—Examination of Chakky, about 30 years of age, taken on the 10th
Danoo 987, or December 23d, 1811.

Question —What is your country, caste, why, and with whom did you
come here?

Answer.—My country is Perempadapoo Kankaroo Tarah; caste, Wetvoaty.
I will state how I came to this place: about ten years ago, I think, one day, at
night, three mopillas came in my house, seized, and carried me to Tottapy, and
shut me up there for a month ; from thence they embarked me on board a manchoo,
the people of the manchoo landed me at Anjarakandy; afterwards, the Wallia
Achen (Mr. Brown), of Anjarakandy pundishall, kept me at Anjarakandy, where
I had two children; they are young, and here they are.

Did the people of your house know that you had been seized and carried
away?

No, they did not.

Whose wettooaty are you?
I don’t know whose wettooaty I am.

Have you father, mother, and amamon (uncle), if so, what are their names?

My father’s name is Cherookoen ; mother’s, Aga ; they both are dead, my amamon

is called Arapen; he was alive when they seized and brought me away.

(signed)

Witnesses,—Areatoo Kannen, Markankandy Parry.

N° 15.—Examination of Chakky, aged about 30; taken before the magistrate
on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Perimpadapookanhanoo Tarrah; caste, Wetooaly; and

name Chaky.

How many years is it since you were brought to this place, and who is your
tumburan ?

I was brought about eight years; I think my tamburan is Poonatoor Tamburan.

How did they bring you to this place?
One day, at day-time, when I was sitting in my house, Karoowakaran, moopas

people, Wilbaly Mopilla and Nair Cunty Amod, come, seized and took me to the
moopa’s house, and shut me up there for three days; on the fourth day, at night,
they embarked me. Two Wettoowans and one Witoowan that was sent with me is
dead, and a Witooan and a Witoowaty are here. I have two children now, Ramen
and Diapan; one is five, and another six years old.

At what time was you seized?
At night-time, when | was eating rice.

What are the names of your father, mother, karnawor, and your house name?

My father is called Cherookoren; mother, Aga; karnowar, Aiapen; myhouse
name is Pookatoo Porah.

(sworn and signed)
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N° 16.—Examination of Chakky, aged about 30 years, taken on the 11th

Danoo 987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, house name, and whose adima are

ou?

Answer.—My country is Kakany to the southward; caste, Namboodry; my house

name is Perincoori.

What aré the names of your father, mother, and amainon

My father’s name is Ayapen; mother, Kally; and amamon, Ramen.

When did you come here, for what purpose, and with whom did you come

here?
Fifteen years ago Karooakar’s people came, seized me, my mother, and my

daughter (a child), and carried us to Chawakat Moopa; took away my child, and

embarked me and mother, and other Wittoowars, on board a manchoo at night,

and landed us at Anjarakandy. ‘The son that I have now, he is this (an infant at

the breast.)

Have you a house and relations; if so, did they know that you had been
seized and carried away?

Ihave a house and relations in my country, but they did not know of our being

stolen and carried away. Lo
(signed)

Witnesses, Areatoo Kanner, Markarkandy Parry.

N°16.—Examination of Chakky, about 30 years of age, taken before the

magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or

goth December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?

Answer.—My country is Chawakat; caste, Weetooaty; and name, Chakky.

How many years is it since you were brought to this place, and who is

your tamburan? .

I think about 10 years ago I was brought to this place; my tamburan is Chen-

gally Namboorg.

How was you brought to this place?

One day, at night, Karooakur Moopa’s man, came, seized me, my mother, and

my daughter (a child), and took us to the place where several others had been seized,

and shut us up amongst them; when we all were about embarking in a toney, my

child was left behind, I therefore cried, on which they laid hold of me, tied me to

acocoa-nut tree, beat, and then embarked me in a toney, and covered us with

a mat, and took us to Anjarakandy Sahib, where my mother died; my child was

not sent with me here. Since my arrival at Anjarakandy I had four children, one

only is alive, aged four years.

How old are you?
About 30 years of age.

What are the names of your house, father, mother, and karnawor?

nt house name is Caruncoon; father, Aiapan; mother, Cally; and karnawor,

amen. ,

Have you had any child since you came to Anjarakandy?

From the four that I had brought forth, one only is alive.

(signed and sworn)

N* 17.—Examination of Wiltooaty Neely, about 25 years of age; taken on

the 10th Danoo 987, or 23d December 1811.

Question. —What is your country, caste, why, and with whom did you come

to this place?
Answer.—My country is Chawakat in Paloor Tarrah; caste, Willooaty. The

reason of my coming hither is, that Cunhy Omod Mopilla seized me one day, at

day-time, from my house, and in the same day took me to Ponary, and embarked

me on board a manchoo; the people of the manchoo landed me at Mahé, where

they detained me one day, and the next day they put me again on board the same

manchoo, carried me to Anjarakandy, where the Wallia Achan (Mr. Brown) made me

stay at the pandisshall; since then I have brought forth a girl, which is this. D
125, id
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Fort St. George Did the people of your house know of your having been seized and brought
Papers: to this place?

State of Slavery = No, they did not.
in Company’s ,
Territories. Whose Wetooaty are you?

- Mopilla Seydayen Moopa.

Are your father, mother, and carnawar alive; if they are, what are their
names?

My father’s name is Chargran; mother, Aya; and carnawar, Changary; they
all dead.

Have you any relations in your country?
Yes, I have three sisters and one brother.

Witnesses, Areatoo Kannen, Markankandy Parry.

(signed)

N° 17.—-Examination of Wettooaty Neely, aged about 25; taken before the
magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 3oth
December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Chawairat; caste, Wittooaty; and name, Nelly.

How many years is it since you have been brought to this place, and who
is your tamburan ?

I think it is 10 years since I have been brought to this place; my tamburan is
Seidan Moopa Mopella. ,

In what manner were you brought here?
One night, about day-break, Cunhy Amod, Mopila of Chawakat, came and told

me to go and weed the paddy field; but instead of that, he took me by land to
Penang, from whence he embarked me in a toney, landed me at Mahé; there he
detained me one day, and the next day took me to Anjarakandy ; after my arrival
at that place, I brought forth two children, one of which died, and the other one is
five years old; his name is Coromba.

How old are you?
I think I am about 25 years old.

What are the names of your house, father, mother, and carnawor?
My house name is Payakut, father, Changram, mother, Aya, and carnawor,

Changry. (sworn and signed)

N° 18.—Examination of Bhaky, aged about 22, taken on the 11th Danoo 987,
or 29th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, house name, and whose adima are
you?

Answer.—My country is Chawakat, caste, Wittooaty; I'am not certain of my
house name; am the adima of Oonatoor Koroo Nair.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawor?
My father’s name is Cochin, mother’s, Moonddy, and caranawen’s, Ayapen.

When, for what purpose, and with whom, did you come to this place?
About ten years ago, when I was going to work, Williat Mopilla, Nair Cunhy,

Amod, and Cunhy Amod, called and desired me to carry some cadjans, took me
to Chawakat Carooakaren, Cunhy Moidun Moopen’s house, where they shut me
up in a room, and afterwards they took me to Welliangattoo, and shut me up
there also in a room with some Pooliars, and embarked us all on board a manchoo,
and carried us to Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and parents, if you have, did your parents know of your
having been seized and brought to this place?

T have a house and parents, but they did know of my having been seized and
brought to this place.

(signed)
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N° 18.—Examination of Chaky, aged about 22, before the Magistrate of the
Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Chawakat, caste Wetooaty, and name Chaky.

How long is it since you have been brought to this place, and who is your
tamburan?

It is ten years since I have been brought to this place; I am the adima of
Poonatoor Tamburan.

In what manner were you brought here?
While I was pulling up grass from the paddy field, three persons of Karooakar

Moopar came there, and told me that there was a bundle of cadjans to be carried ;
seized me and took me to Welliankote, and shut me up in a room, in which there
were two Pooliars, two Wettoowars, and two Kana Kannar, from whence we were
al] put on board a manchoo, and taken to Anjarakandy; I made astay at Brown

Saib’s banksaul. The two Pooliars and Wetoowars that were brought with me,
are now present, and the two others died at Anjarakandy.

What are the names of Karooakaran’s people who seized you?
Willaly Amod is the name of one, and Nair Cunha Amod and Country Amod

are those of the two others.
How old are you?

I am about 22 years old.

What are the names of your house, father, mother, and carnawor?
My house name is Pallapoo, father’s Cochen, mother’s Moonddy, and carnawor

Ayapen.

How many children have you brought forth since your arrival at Anjara-
kandy?

None. (signed)

N° 19.—Examination of Chaky, aged about 30, taken on the 11th Danoo 987,

or 24th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and house name, and whose adima
are you?

Answer.—My country is Witlancotta, caste, Wettooaly, house name I do not
know; I am the adima of Kariantala Panikamar.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnowar?
My father’s name is Changran, mother Aya, and carnawan Changran.

When, for what purpose, and with whom did you come here?
Karoakaren Moopa’s people, Wittaly Mopilla, and Nair Cunhy Amod, came

about ten years ago, seized me and my wittoowan at night-time, and shut us up in

a room, and afterwards put us on board a manchoo, and carried us to Anjarakandy;

my wittoowan diedatthat place.

Have you a house and family; if you have, did they know of your having
been seized and brought here ? |

I have a house and relations; they did not know of my having been seized and
brought to this place.

Witness. (signed)

N° 19.—Examination of Chaky, aged about 30, taken before the Magistrate
of the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th Dec. 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Aitswer.— My country is Welleargotto, caste Wittooaty, and name Chaky.

How many years is it since you have been brought to this place?
It is about ten years since 1 have been brought here, and my tamburan is

Karooantala Werayen Panikar.

__ In what manner were you brought here?
Wittaly Mopla was sent by Karooakar Moopa to my house, and he seized me,

took me to Chawakat, and detainded me there one day, afterwards embarked me in
&@manchoo, took me to Anjarakandy, and made me stay at Brown Saib’s banksaul.
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How old are you?
I am about 30 years old.

What are the names of your house, father, mother, and carnawor?

My father’s name Changaran, mother’s Aya, carnawor Changian, and house

Tyatoo.

Did your tambooran know of your being seized and brought to this place?
No, he did not.

Have you had any child since your arrival at Anjarakandy°
I had two, but both died.

Was any other person brought with you?

My husband and about ten or twelve Pooliars and Wittowors were brought with
me, all ofwhich died, excepting two Witooattys. (signed)

N° 20.—Examination of Chaky, aged about 20, taken onfthe 11th Danoo
987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, of what caste are you, what is your house
name, and whose slave are you?

Answer.—My country is Chetooway Maraporam caste Wittooaty; I do not
know any thing else ; my brother Ramen is now present, and he knows every thing.

Why, when, and with whom did you come here?
I am not certain of the time and manner I came here; one day, several mopas

came, surrounded my house, seized us all, put us on board a manchoo, and took

us to Anjarakandy; we are now four in number, and all the rest died; my de-

ceased sister had a daughter, by name Corumba, and this is her.

What is the name of you four?
Ramen is the name of my eldest brother, Kally that of my younger sister, and

Chakapen that of my younger brother. (signed)

Witnesses, Areatoo Kannen. Markkandy Parry.

N* 20.—Examination of Chaky, aged about 20, taken before the magistrate of
Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question. —Which is your country, and what is your caste and name?
Answer.—My country is Manukaram, caste Wittooaty, and name Chaky.

How many years is it since you have been brought here, and who is your
tamburan.

Itis about ten years since I have been brought here; my tamburan is Arempa-
rambit Canner.

In what manner were you brought here?
One night, Carouaker Moopar people, Cooly Alla and Wellaly mopillas, and

some other mopillas came, surrounded our house, seized me, my father, my mo-
ther, and seven children; took us neara nulla, embarked us all on board a man-

choo, carried us to Anjarakandy, and gave us to Brown Saib, and since our arrival
there, my father, mother, two eldest sisters, and one child, died, and we four now
remain.

How old are you, and what is the name of your house?
I am about 20 years old; Cardattil Parambar is the name of my house.

What are the names of your father, mother, Carnawen and Wittoowan?

My father’s name is Oonikoroo, mother’s Chaky, Carnawan’s Conden Canon,
and Wittoowans Ayaper.

How many children have you brought forth since your arrival at Anjara-
andy. .

One, which is not alive.

Did your tamburan know of your having been seized and brought to this

place?
He did not; we were forcibly seized and embarked on board a manchoo.

(signed)
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N° 21.—Examination of Kally, aged about 18, taken on the 11th Danoo 987,
or 24th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, of what caste are you, and what is the
name of your residence, and whose slave are you?

Answer.—My country is Chettooway Panapooram ; I am of Wittooaty caste ;
the name of my residence and whose slave I am, I am not certain of.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawan?
My father’s name is Conikaroo, mother Chaky; carnawans I do not know.

When, why, and with whom did you come to this place?
I am unacquainted of the time and manner I came here; my friends told me

that I was seized with them by moplas, put on board a manchoo, and taken to
Anjarakandy;my brother Ramen, who is now present, knows of all the particulars.

How many of your relations are now present?
My eldest brother Ramen, eldest sister Chaky, younger brother Chakapin, and

eldest sister’s daughter, Caroomba, this infant.
(signed)

Witnesses, Areatoo Kannen. Marakandy Parry.

N° 21.—Examination of Chaky, about aged 20, taken before the magistrate of
the Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, of what caste are you, and what is your
name?

Answer.—I do not know which is my country; am of the Wittooaty’s caste;
my name is Kally; if you ask my eldest brother, he will tell you the name of my
country.

How many years is it since you have been brought here, and who is your
tamburan?

It is about ten years I have been brought here; and I do not know the name of
my tamburan, asI was thena child ; you will know ofall the particulars if you ask
of my brother.

In what manner were you brought to this place ?
I am wholly unacquainted with the manner in which I was brought, as I was

then a child; my eldest brother will tell you about this subject if you ask him.

How old are you?
I am about ten years old.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawan?
My father’s name is Oonikoroo, brother’s Chaky, and carnawan’s I do not know.

What is your house name?
My house name is Toopootao.

Have you had any child since your arrival at Anjarakandy?
No, I had not. (signed)

N* 22—Examination of Neely, aged about 50, taken on the 11th Danoo
987, or 24th December 1811.

Question.—-What is your country, and what is your caste and house name,
and whose slave are you?

My country is Arempoore, caste Wittooaty, name of my residence Callery, and
an Arimpare Karickais adian.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawan?
Re father’s name is Callery Changran; mother’s, Chakky; and carnawan’s,

y.

When did you come here, and why, and with whom did you come?
Some years ago; while I was going with my son to Chawakara, Moideen Cutty
Oopen seized and took us to his shop, where he detained us; after one month, he

embarked me and my child in a manchoo, and landed us at Anjarakandy.
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Have you a house and family ; if you have, did the latter know of your

having been seized?
Yes, I have; my family did not know of the circumstance of my having been

seized. ‘ened

Witnesses. (signed)

N° 22.—Examination of Neely, aged about 50, taken before the Magistrate on

the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question. —What is your country, and what is your caste and name?

Answer.—My country is Arimboor, in Perimpadah; caste, wettooaty ; name,

Nully.

How many years is it since you have been brought here, and who is your
tamburan ? ;

I think it is ten years since; mytamburan is Amboor Kariakar tamburan.

In what manner were you brought?
On my going to Chawacat with my younger brother Kandin (an infant), to see

my sister, who was living there, Karooakaren Moopa seized me and the said child,
and shut us in a room at his house, and, at night time, without any one seeing, he
embarked us in a toney, covered with mats; and, wheneverI lifted up my head to
see where I was, he beat me and did not allow me to look out, and in this manner
he took me, two children, two Wittowaties, and two or three Pooliars, to Anjara-

kandy, and made us all stay at Brown Saib’s, where some Pooliars died, some ran
away, and two Wittowaties now remain.

How old are you ; and what is the name of your house ?
I am about 50 years old; my house name is Collery.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawor?
My father’s is Changran ; mother’s, Cheky; and carnawan’s, Kahy.

(signed)

N° 23.—Examination of Nuly, aged about 28, taken on the 11th Danoo 987,
or 24th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country; what is your caste and house name;
and whose slave are you?

Answer.—My country is Khanhary; caste, Wittooaty ; and house name I dont
know; I am the slave of Moolapally Kristnee Kamatoo.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawan¢
My father’s namé is Ayapen; mother’s, Coda; and carnawan’s, Kanady.

When did you come here; for what did you come; and with whom did
you come?

One night, about 10 years ago, while I was watching in the paddy field, Karooakar
Moideen Cooty Moopa’s people, Willaly Mopilla and some Teans came there,
seized and took me to the beach, embarked me in a manchoo, and landed at
Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and family ; if you have, did your family know that you
had been seized¢

I am not certain ofthe people that were in my house ; I have a daughter, whose
name is Chaky.

Witnesses. (signed)

N° 23.—Examination of Nuly, aged about 28, before the Magistrate of Zillah,
North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1311.

Question.—Which is your country, and what is your caste and name? _
Answer.—My country is Kanhanny, in Perimpadapa; caste, Wittooaty, and

name, Nuly.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your tam-

buran?

It is five or six years since I have been brought here; my tamburan is Moola-

pilly Kritna Kamaloo. I
o
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In what manner were you brought?
While I was sitting in the paddy field at dusk, Karooakara Moopa’s people and

some mopillas and teans came there, and seized me, and took me to the Moopa’s
house at Chawkat, where there were at that time three Pooliars, one Kittooaty, and
Wittooans. The next day, we were all embarked in a manchoo, and sent to Brown
Saib, at Anjarakandy ; the Wittooans and Wittooaties are all dead. |

How.old are you ; what are the names of your father, mother, and carnawor?
About 28 years; my father’s name is Ayapen; mother’s, Coda; and carnawar’s,

Kanady; and the house name, I don’t know.

(signed)

N° 24.—Examination of Chattan, taken on the 8th Danoo 987, or 21st
December 1811.

Question.—What is your country; and what is your caste and house-name;
and whose slave are you?

Answer.—My country is Wittatocare, in Anegadoo; caste, Enooleroo ; house-
name, Porrambittoo ; and am the slave of Cherambittoo Awaran, mopilla.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawor?
My father's name is Chatta; mother’s, Neely; carnawor’s, Moondaten.

When, for what purpose, and with whom did you come here?
It is some years since I came here ;, Poothowan Panikar seized me, my wife, and

four children, and took us to Panlghantcherry Fort, and sent us to Mahé, with some
moplas and sepoys, whence we were taken to Anjarakandy; my wife and two
children are dead, and two children are still alive.

State the names of your children?
The name of one is Kandy, and the other Chatten, and they are here.

Have you a house and family?
Yes, I have; my family did not know of our having been seized and brought

here. (signed)
Witnesses,

Examination of Chattan, taken before the Magistrate of Zillah, North Malabar,
on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country; of what caste are you; what is your
house-name?

Answer.—My country is Willatara, in Anangattoo; caste, Erraban; name of
residence, Challen.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your tam-
buran ?

It is 10 or 12 years since I was brought here; my tamburan is Chollamtatte
Aworan, mopla.

In what manner were you brought here?
While I was working at Poothoomani, Panikare Paniker Embran told me that

my tamburan had come to Palghaut Fort, and called me and took me to the fort,
and mademestay there ; afterwards one mopilla and one sepoy took me, my wife,
and four children, by land, to Anjarakandy, three of whom are dead, and myself
and two children still remain. (signed)

N° 25.—Examination of Wellayen, on the 8th Danoo 987, or 20th December
1841, aged about 3o.
Question.— Which is your country, what is your caste, and your house-

name ?

__ Answer.—My country is Jollanaad; I am of Pooliars caste; I don’t recollect
the name of my house.

__ What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?
The name of my father is Chattan; my mother having died while I was a child,
don’t know her name, and am not certain of my unclc’s name.
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When, with whom, and for what purpose did you come here, and whose
slave are you?

It is a long time since I came here, I don’t recollect in what year it was; the

tmopillas came in the night time, seized and carried me away; who the moplas were

{ don’t know; I am the slave of Allengal Rama Kooroop.

‘Have you a house and family?
Ihave my house and family in Palnaad ; they did not know of my having been

brought here.

State the particulars how you were brought here ?

One night some mopillas came and surrounded my house, and seized us six
persons, and embarked us in a toney from Mollankadsta, and brought us to Mahé,
three ofwhom died, and I and the other two still remain.

What are their names?
The name of one is Omalla, and the other Villary.

Witnessess, Wahil Hoossen Cooty, Wittoo Landy Pacroomar.

(signed)

N° 25.—Examination of Wellayen, aged about 30, before the Magistrate of

the Zillah, of North Malabar, on the 17th Danvo 987, or goth December.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste and name ?

Answer.—My country is Caicotte Palnaad; my caste is Pooliar; and name

‘Wellayen.

How many years is it since you were brought here; and who is your

tamburan.
It is about 8 years since I was brought here; Coorongate Chinkandin is my

tamburan.

How old are you?
I am about 30 years old.

How were you brought here ?
At night, while i was sleepinginmy house, five or six mopillas came, surrounded

my chala, seized and brought me ina toney to Calicut, from whence I was embarked

and sent in a manchoo to Mahé, and thence to Anjarakandy; besides me, three

Poolachees and two Pooliars, were also seized and sent; three of whom died; the

other two, Vittary and Omalla, are now here.
(signed)

N° 26.—Examination of Poolian Arapen, taken on the 10th of Danoo 987,

or 23d December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, and for what did you come herer

Answer.—My country is Anatala in Tikke Perampadapa; I think it is about

12 years ago, when one day I was tending cattle, a mopla came, seized me and

carried me to Carookara Moopa’s shop, where I was kept one day in the stocks,

and the next day, I and 8 or 10 other persons were embarked in a manchoo; the

manjakar landed us in the Anjarakandy banksaul; I don’t know the manjakar's

name.

Whose slave are you ?
I am the slave of Aralatoo Tandan.

Are your father, mother and uncle alive? If so, what are their names?

My father’s is Coran, who is still alive; my mother, Kally, died; and myuncle,

he (Arapen), is also alive

Did your tamburan and family know of your being seized and broughthere?

No, they did not.

The persons who were brought with you, are they still alive?

There are now two or three Wittowais, and the other died.

Witnesses, Watil Hoossen Cooty, Willootandy Pacroomar.

(signed)
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N° 26.—Examination of Aiapen, taken before the Magistrate of the Zillah of | Fort St. George

North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811. State of Slavery

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste and name? in Company's
Answer.—My country is Axalatoo, in Perampadapa; my caste is Pooliar, and , Territories,

name Aipen.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and ‘who is your
tamburan ?

I was brought here about twelve years ago, and am the slave of Aralatoo Tandan.

In what manner were you brought here?
While 1 was tending cattle, a mopla came and seized me, and carried me to

Carooakar Moopas, who kept me one day in the stocks, and the next day Karooakar
Mocpa sent me in a manchoo to Anjarakandy, and I was then put amongst the

other charmans; when I was brought, ten Pooliars were also brought with me, five

of whom died, and the other five are now here ; they are Wittowans, therefore, I am
not certain of their names.

How old are you?
I don’t know.

N° 27.—Examination of Poolian Rama, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or
23d December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, house name, and whose adima
are you?

Answer.—My country is Cawalapara; caste, Erralan; house-name, Madatoor
Connatoo ; and I am the adima of Cowalapara Nair.

What are the names of your father, mother, and carnawor?
My father’s name I am not certain of; my mother is called Neely; and

carnawor, Chatten.

When, for what purpose, and with whom did you come herer
It is about ten years since I came to this place; one night two mopillas seized

me from my house, took me to Tehabatoo Moopen, in a forest named Katty Paretty,
from whence I was taken to Penang, embarked on board a manchoo, and carried to

Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and relations¢
I have a house and relations in my country; they did not know of my having

been seized and brought here.
Witnesses. (signed)

N* 27.—-Examination of Poolian Rama, taken before the Magistrate of Zillah,

North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo g $7, or 30th December 1811.

Question.——What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Cowalapara, to the southward; caste, Erralan; and

name is Rama.

How many years is it since you have been brought to this place, and who is

your tamburan? . .
nit is about ten years since I was brought here; my tamburan isKawalapara

air.

In what manner were you brought to this place r

One night while I was asleep, two mopillas came, seized me and my younger
brother, and made us stay with Takum Paraty Tekampat Amad Moopen, and after-
wards sent us to a tamburan in Tellicherry, who sent us to Penangbyfour nairs,
where we were detained two days in an upstair house, and afterwards embarked in
a manchoo, taken to Anjarakandy and given to Brown Saib; after a few days my Original.
brother attempted to state an umma (a moplady) for which purpose he was brought
to this court, and 1 understood he died here.

(signed)

125,
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Fort St. George N° 28.—-Examination of Chatten and Kandy, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or
Papers:State of Slavery 23d December 1811.

inCome Question.—Which is your country, of what caste are you, what is your

_  Perritories. house-name, and whose adimas (slaves) are you?

Answer-—Our country is Willatocara Arinaod; caste, Erralan ; we are the slaves

of Charambata Awaran; the name of our residence is Charambata.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle ?

Our father’s name is Chatta; he is now with us; my mother’s name is Cally;

uncle, Moondatan; he is dead.

When, why, and with whom did you come to this place’

Poodeanoo Panikar seized us and our father and uncle, and we were brought to

Mahé, and thence to Anjarakandy ; our two brothers are dead.

Did your other relations know the circumstances of your being seized and

brought to this place ¢
They did not. .

y (signed)

N° 28.—Examination of Kandy, taken before the Magistrate, on the 17th

Danoo 987, or goth December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, of what caste are you, what is the name

of your house? .

I don’t know which is my country; my caste is Erralan; name, Kandy; and

I don’t know the name of my chala or house.

How many years is it since you were brought to Anjarakandy?

I was brought when a child along with my father Chatter.

Do you know how you were brought here?

I don’t know. (signed)

N° 29.— Examination of Wallatacara Anacotta Erralan Chattan, taken before

the Magistrate, on the 17th Danoo 987, or goth December 1811.

N.B.—This person and his brother were examined before the magistrate’s

officers, vide N° 28.

Question. —Which is your country, of what caste are you, and what is your

name?
Answer.—My name is Waltatacara Erralan Chattan.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your

tamburan ?
I was brought here two years ago; my tamburan is Cherambatta Aweran.

How were you brought here?

_ Pothawan Panikar Tamburan seized me from the place I was at work, and took

me to the fort of Palghaut, and detained me there two days; at night, six persons,

including myself and another Erralam, were taken by land to Anjarakandy, and

‘made to stay with the Saib there; three persons of those brought with me to

Anjarakandy are dead; Kandy, my younger brother, and my father, Chattan, are

‘now here with me.

N° 30.—Examination of Coran, on the 8th Danoo 987, or 20th December 1811.

Question —Which is your country; of what caste are you, and what is

your house name? ;

Answer.—My country is Mookalla; caste, Pooliar; my house name !s Coony

Nairata.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?

My father’s is Carean; mother’s, Omalla; and uncle’s, Chattan.

When, why, and with whom did you come here, and whose slave are ¥ :

It is five years since I came here; Totacatta Moideen, and four or five other

moplas, seized seven of us, took us to Changhaut, and embarked us in @mancho®

ou?



OF DIRECTORSandtheGOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 63

six of whom were landed at Mahé, and were again put in a toney, and taken to
Anjarakandy; one was taken by the moonchoo man, he was Charotta Markerars

Adean.

Have you any house or familyr

I have a house and family at Mookatta.

What are the names of those who were embarked with you ina manchoo from
Changhaut ?

Omalla, Oony, Margee, Poara, a child, Cally and myself, seven persons; Poara is

the one taken by the manchoo man; of the other six persons four are dead; myself

and Cally are here.

Witnesses.
(signed)

N° 30.—Examination of Poolean Koran before the Magistrate of Zilla, North
Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, aged about 25, 30th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, caste, and name?

Answer.—My country is Mokotta, to the southward; caste, Pooliar; name,

Korian.

How many years is it since you were brought.down; and who is your

tamburan ? .
I was brought four or five years ago; my tamburan is Charotta Marear.

How were you brought?
While I was serving under my tamburan’s son, Tottacatta Moideen, another

mopla, by name Moidun, and two others, came, seized, took us to Changhaut, and

thence put in a manchoo, and took us to Mr. Brown’s bangsaul at Anjarakandy;

at that time, besides myself there were one male and five females, one of whom the

manchoo Mopla took away; four died; Kally, a woman is come here.

— i seven years ago.Mem.—Says six or years ay Sworn to, &c.

Do you know Kally?, How and when did she come here?

Yes, I do; she is my niece. When we were at work, Mordum Mopha seized

and took us to Changhat; thence put in a manchoo, and brought to Anjarakandy.

(signed)

N° 31.—Examination of Pooban Ramen, taken on the 8th Danoo 987, or

21st December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste, and the name of

the house? °
Answer.—Kodarkal (to the southward); my caste is Erralan; I was brought

while a child, I therefore don’t know the name of my house.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?
My father is Ramen ; mother, Cally; my uncle’s nameI don’t know.

When, why, and with whom did you come here, and whose slave are you?
IT came some years ago. One morning I took out the cattle to graze, when

Chacooty and Anoo, two moplas, came, seized, and took me to Chawagat, put me

in a manchoo, and carried me to Anjarakandy. I am the slave of Kodarakal

Wengata Namboonpad.

Have you a house and family?
Thave a house and family in my country ; none of them know of the circumstance

of my being here. (signed)
°

Witnesses.—Wattandy Pacroomur, Wayil Hoossen Cooty.

N° 31.—Examination of Poolcan Ramen, before the Magistrate in the Zillah,

North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811; aged
about 30.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste and name?
Answer.— My country is Codarakal (to the southward); caste, Erralan ; and

name, Rama,
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Fort St. George How many years is it since you was brought here, and who is your
Papers : tamburan ?

StateofSlavery I was brought about thirty years ago, and am the slave of Wangatta Nambaupatt.
ompen:

"Territories. How were you brought?
——~-——* When tending cattle, two moplas came, seized, took me to Changout, and gave

me to Carooakara Moopa, who sent me and ten other Pooliars and wittoowars,
whose name I don’t know, by sea to Mr. Brown's bangsaul at Anjarakandy; those
that came with me died at Anjarakandy.

Mem.—On this deposition being read, deponent says he was aged 20 years when
brought to the place, and now is 30 years old.

(signed)

N° 32.—Examination of Poolean Chatten, taken on the 8th Danoo 987,
or 21st December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country; what is your caste, and the name of
your house; and whose slave are you?

Answer.—My céuntry is Territalla; caste, Poolian; house name, Coorapata;
I am the slave of Ittirarachan.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle? —
I don’t know my father’s name; my mother’s is Chaky, and uncle, Koran,

When, why, and with whom did you come here?
I came some years ago.. Two moplas, viz. Salamy and Anedarata, came at

night, seized me, my mother, and sister Moonda, and gave us to Carooakara
Moidun Mopla of Changhaut, who put us ina moonchoo, sent us to Mahé, whence
we were put in ‘a toney, and taken to Anjarakandy. My mother and sister died
at Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and family?
I have a house and family at Teritala ; none of them knew of this.

(signed)

Witnesses.—Wayal Hoopen Cooty, Wallootandy Pacrooman.

N* 32.—Examination of Poolean Chatten, taken before the Magistrate in the
Zillah, North Malabar, on the 17th Danoo g87, or 30th December 1811;
aged about 25.

Question.—Where is your country ; what is your caste and name ?
Answer.—My country is Territala (to the southward); caste, Poolian; name,

Chatten.

How many years is it since you were brought, and who is your tamburan?
I was brought about eight years ago; my tamburan, a Koorpata Itterarachen.

How were you brought?
While sleeping at night in the challa (hut), two moplas of Karnwakara Moopen

came, seized me, my mother and sister, and took us to the Karnwakara Moopen at
Chawghaut. We were kept there one year, and thence we three persons were put
in a manchoo, and taken to the saib at Anjarakandy. My mother and sister died
three years ago. (signed)

N° 33.—Examination of Karyan, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or 23d Dec.
1811,

Question.—-Where is your country, what is your caste and name, and whose
slave are you?

Answer.My country is Kodarakad (to the southward); caste, Poolian; house
name, Cootanaad ; I am the slave of Vengat Nanbooupat.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?
My father’s name is Chakkan; mother, Aga; uncle, Coran.

When, why, and with whom did you come here?
I came some years ago. One night, moplas came and seized four of us, took

us to Changhaut, embarked us in a manchoo, and landed us at Mahé; thence put
us in a toney, and taken to Anjarakandy; the other three are dead. What

a



 

OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN iNDIA. 639

What are the names of those who died?
One was my elder brother Koran, the other my sister Moondee, and one

Emaya.

Have you a house and family?
I have a house and family in my country; none of them knew of this,

(signed)

Witnesses.—Wahae Hoossen Cooty, Wallalands Pairoomar.

N° 33.—Examination of Kanjan Poolian, taken before the Magistrate of the
Zillah N. Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811;
aged about 19.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and name?
Answer.—My country, Cootunaed (to the southward); caste, Poolian; and

name, Caryan.

How many years is it since you were brought ; who is your tamburan?
I was brought about ten years ago; I am the slave of Vengat Mamkale

Namboodre.

How were you brought?
While sleeping at night in the challa, four or five moplas came, surrounded

the house, seized me, my mother, elder brother, and sister, and took us by land to
Changhaut, whence we were put in a manchoo, and taken to Achin (Mr. Brown)
at Anjarakandy; after a few days, my brother, sister and mother died.

(signed)

N° 34.—- Examination of Chattan, taken on the Sth Danoo 987, or
20th December 1811.

Question.—W here is your country, what is your caste, and house name?
Answer.—-My country is Pandaloor, to the southward, caste, Poolean; house

name I do not know.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?
My father’s name is Chattan, mother’s, Onalla; uncle’s name I do not know.

When, why, and with whom did you come here; whose slave are you?
I came about twelve years ago; two moplas seized me at night, and gave me to

Komwa Kaira Moideen mopla, who embarked in a manchoo, and sent me to
Anjarakandy; I am the adima of Pandaloor Cooliporata tainburan.

Have you a house and family?
My father, sister, and house are at Pandaloor; I was seized and brought without

their knowledge. .
(signed)

Witnesses, Wayul Hoossen Cooty, Wallootardy Pairooman.

N° 34.—Examination of Chattan, before the Magistrate of the Zillah, North
Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th Dec. 1811, aged about 25.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Chewanoor, in Perimpadapa to the southward; caste

Poolean, name Chatten.

How many years is it since you were brought here?
I was brought ten or twelve years ago; Cootiporate Nair is my tamburau.

How were you brought?
I was watching cattle in the batty field, when two moplas came, seized, and took

me to Changhaut, whence I was put in a manchoo, in which there were four males,
five females, and taken to Mr. Brown’s bangsaul at Anjarakandy;two women and

"three men are now here; the others are dead.

(sworn to and signed)
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Examination of Nuly, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or 23d Dec. 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, and house name;
and whose adima are you.

Answer.—My country is Cawalapara, caste Erralan, house name, Madatoora

Badikal; I am the adima of Karakal Nair.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?

My father’s name is Changram, mother Mada, uncle Toomlan.

When, why, and with whom did you come here

I have been here for these ten years ; one day, several moplas came at night, seized

me and my Poolian and his brother, and gave us to a moplar at Penang, whence

we were put in a manchoo and landed; my Poolean is here, and | have an infant
at my breast.

Have you any house and family?
I have a house and family in my country; they are not acquainted with the

circumstances of my being here.

What is the name of your Poolean ?
Ramen; he is here with me. (signed)

Witnesses.

N° 35.—Examination of Neely, before the Magistrate in the Zillah, North

Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811, aged about 27.

Question.—Where is your country?
Answer.—Cawallapara ; my caste is Eralla.

What is your caste and name?
Chanry; name Neely.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your

tamburan?
I was brought here ten or twelve years ago; I am the adima of Karakat Tam-

buran.

How were you brought away?
Moplas came at night, seized and took me to Catty Paraly, whence two sooder

tamburans brought me to Penang, thence 1 was put in a manchoo, and landed at
Anjarakandy, and made to stay with the Saib at that place; I have a child, by name
oran.

How old is that child?
Two years; besides which I was delivered of three children, all of whom are

dead. (signed)

“N° 36.—Examination of Omalla, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, oF

23d December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country; what is your caste and house name;

and whose adima are you?
Answer.—Eranad Eravatil Jura; my caste is Poolay, house name, Walliatta

Paramba, and I am the adima of Pooliara Namboodre.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?
My father’s name is Cheroowata Palen, mother Omulla, uncle Kelean Chatten

and Kannen.

When, why, and with whom did you come?
I have been here some years; Pallikel Sultan Kooty, Kander Kooty, and seven

others, surrounded my house at night, seized, and sold me to Tancoor Pootempediquil ;

Cooty Assen who sold me to Wadagaracarum Coran, at Penang, and while there,

T was seized and put in a manchoo by Karookaren Moideen Cooty Moopers, and
landed at Anjarakandy; I have an infant at my breast.

Did your owners know of your having been seized and brought away?

None of them knew of my being stolen.

Witnesses. (signed)
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N° 36.—Examination of Omalla before the Magistrate of the Zillah, North
Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and name?
Answer.— Eranaad, to the southward; my caste is Poolay; name, Omalla.

How many years is it since you were brought here, and who is your tam-
buran?

I was brought here ten or fourteen years ago; my tamburan is Pooleara Nam-
boodie.

How were you brought away?
At night, Oonisom Mopla’s people, by name Sultan Cooty, Kadry Cooty, seized

me from my poolian’s challah, and sold me to Pootemporial Kootty Attan Mopla,
at Jancoor Angady, who sold me to Wadagaracaran Chokra, at Ponany; thence
I set out with an intention of returning to my country, and on the road Karowa
Karen Moopa’s people seized me, put me in a manchoo, in which there were two
other males and two females, all of whom were taken and given to the saib at An-
jarakandy ; they are dead. I have one child ; this is it.

How old is the child?
About three years. (signed.)

N°* 37.—Examination of Chaky, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or 23d De-
cember 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, house name, and
whose slave are you ?

Answer.—My country is Manjerry; caste, Poolian; house name, Pahpara
Tawalapil, and the slave of Manjerry Tiroopatil.

What are the names of your parents and uncle?
My father is called Coran; mother, Chaky; and I have no uncle.

When, what for, and with whom did you come here?
Ten years have elapsed since I came here; one night, as I went out without the

compound of my house, about five or six moplas came up, seized me, as well as my
poolien, and conducted us both to Changhaut, whence my poolien died; they em-
barked me in a manchoo, and landed me at Anjarakandy.

Have you a house and relations?
I have neither house nor relations.

Did your master know of your having been seized and brought away?
No one knew I was stolen. (signed.)

Witnesses.

N° 37.—Examination of Chaky, taken before the Magistrate on the 17th Da-
noo 987, or 30th December 1811, aged about 24 years.

Question.—Where is your country, of what caste are you, and what is your
name?

Answer.—Manjerry, in southward; a Poolien by caste ; name, Chaky.

How long is it since you have been brought, and who is your tamburan?
It is about ten years since I have been seized and brought away; my tamburan,

Wahaoony Tamburan.

How were you brought away?
One day, having collected some wood, while returning to my hut on the road,

three mopillas, belonging to the Karooakara Moopa of Changhaut, came up and
seized and carried me to Chawacata Moopan; whence, after keeping me ten or
fifteen days, I was brought to Anjarakandy in a manchoo, and delivered over to
Mr. Brown. (signed.)
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N* 38.—Examination of Kally, taken on the 8th Danoo 987, (21st Decem-
ber 1811.)

Question.—What is your country, house name, and caste?
Answer.—I know neither what is my country nor house name, as I was brought

away while young; my caste is Poolay.

What are the names of your parents and uncle?
My father’s name is Toloory; but that of my mother am not certain.

When, why, and with whom did you come up here, and whose slave
are you!

I am notcentain when or who brought me here, as I was brought whenI was
young, and as I grew old, I saw Coran with me, and knew him to be my uncle;
therefore, on asking him, the particulars thereof will be ascertained.

Witnesses. (signed.)

N° 38.— Examination of Kally, taken before the Magistrate on the 17th Danoo
987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Mookote, in southward; caste, Poolien; name, Cally.

How long is it since you have been brought to Anjarakandy?
I had no sense at the time I was brought; therefore I am not certain.

How were you brought?
BothI and my mother were seized and brought away by some mopillas while

I was a child; on asking Koran, the particulars thereof will be known, who is now
present. . (signed.)

N* 39.—Examination of Chaky, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or 23d De-
cember 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, the name of your
house, and whose slave are you?

Answer.—My country. is Odeloor, to the southward; caste, Kamky; the name
ofmy house, Walapil, and I am the slave of Poroor Nair.

What are the names of your parents and uncle?
t My father’s name is Coran; my mother’s, Kally, and that of my uncle, Cha-
oony.

When did you come up here, why, and with whom ?
It is long ago that I have been here; one day, Wylat, Mamaly, and Many,

seized and delivered me to Karawata Moideen Cooty, who embarked me in a man-
choo from Changhaut, and transported me to Anjarakandy; I have at present an
infant at breast.

Have you a house and relations? ,
Yes; I have in my country both house and relations, but they were unacquainted

with the circumstances of my transportation to this country.

Witnesses. (signed.)

N° 39.—Examination of Kaniky Chaky, taken before the Magistrate on the
17th Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, and what is your caste and name?
oydnewer—My country is Odeloor, to the southward ; caste, Kariky, and name,

aky.

_ How long is it since you were brought away, and who is your tamburan? _
It is about ten or twelve years since I was brought away; my tamburan 15

Pooran Nair.

. In what manner were you brought away? .
While I was one day at work in the field, Wylat Many and Manilly seized me,

and delivered me over to Karoonat Moideen Cooly, with whom I stayeddus:
ays;



 

OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 643

days; afterwards I was embarked in a manchoo, and sent to Mr. Brown at Anjara-
kandy; five female and six male persons were also sent along with me, of whom
two pooliars of the name of Chatten, and a woman named Chaky, are living still ;

the rest are dead. : ° ,

Have you no children?
Ihad a child, which died, and since I have been at Anjarakandy I have had

four children more, who are also dead. (signed.)

N° 40.—Examination of Zetary, taken on the 8th Danoo 987, (21st De-
cember 1811.)

Question —-Where is your country, what is your caste, and the name of
your house?

Answer.—My country is Pollanud ; caste, Poolian, and house name, Palaporata.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle ?
The name of my father is Cana; of my mother, Chaky, and ofmy uncle, Cana.

When, what for, and with whom did you come here, and whose adima
are you!

It is many years since | came here; I don’t recollect the exact year; one night
i was seized and brought away by some mopillas; I am the adima of Alingul
Rama Kooroop.

Have you a house and family ?
Yes, I have, at Pollanaad; butIwas brought away without the knowledge of

my family.

How were you brought?

One night, my house had been surrounded; I and six others therein were seized
and then shut up in a shop for two days, afterwards put in a manchoo, and sent to

Mahé; three of whom are dead, and three, including myself, are living still.

What are the names of those that are still alive?

One of them is called Oomala, and another Willa.

Witness. (signed,)

N° 40.—Examination of Gettary, taken before the Magistrate, on the 17th
Danoo 987, (30th December 1811.)

Question. —Where is your country, of what caste are you, and what is your

name?
Answer.—My country is Polanaad; caste, Pooliar; and name, Ilary.

How long is it since you have been brought away, and who is your tamubu-

ran or uncle ?
It is about 10 or 12 years since I have been brought away; my tamburan is

Kooringot Cherika.

How were you brought?
One night while I was asleep in my house, about eight mopillas came and stole

me away ; that night they kept me shut up in a shop, and the next day 1 was sent
to Calicut by land, where again they shut me up in a room for five or six days;
thence they sent me in a manchoo to Mahé, and from Mahe to Anjarakandy.

Besides myself, six others were also sent along with me, of whom three have died,

and three are now here.

Since your arrival here, how many children have you had?
Since my arrival here I have had none, but when I came I had two children, one

of whom has since died, and the other, named Omanah, is alive.

(signed.)

N°41.—Examination of Omala, taken on the $th Danoo 987, or 21st De-

cember 1811.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste, and the name of

your house?
Answer.—My country is Polanaad; caste, Pooliar; house name, Parapara.ee
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Fort St. George What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle; when, why, and

Papers: with whom did you come here, and whose adean are you r

State of Slavery My father is called Grien; mother, Dutary; and uncle, Grain. It is many
incompany’s years since I came here, but I am not certain how many. One night I was seized

by some mopillas and brought away ; I am the adean of Aling ul Ramien Kooroop.

Have you a house and family?

Yes, I have both house and family at Polanaad, but they know not of my being
brought here.

How were you brought here?
One night some mopillas came to my house, seizcd me and six others, embarked

us in a manchoo, and brought us here, three of whom are since deceased, the other
three are living still. ,

What are the names of those three persons?
One of them is called Nataya und another Wella.

Witness. (signed.)

N° 41.—Examination of Oomalla, taken before the Magistrate on the 17th
Danoo 987, or 30th December 1811, aged about 16 years.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your name and caste, how long
is it since you have been brought to Anjarakandy ?

Answer.—My country is Palanaad, to the southward ; caste, Pooliar; and name
Oomaalla, It is about 10 or 12 years.

How were you brought?
I was stolen, but by whom I know not; on asking my mother the particulars

thereof will be known, because the former account i have given, was from the
information I had from her.

Was any other person brought with you?
Of the persons that came along with me, three are dead; my mother Gitary and

Willan are living still.

Have you had any children since you came to this country ?
Yes, I had one, but it is dead. (signed.)

N* 42.—Examination of Chaky, a female, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or
23d December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste, house name, and
whose slave are you?

Answer.—I was seized by two moplars, while I was very young, and carried to
Chanaeat; when they caused moopla coopay to be put on, and aftér staying there
five days, I was embarked in a manchoo, and sent to Anjarakandy; I do not there-

fore know my country and house. .

When were you landed at Anjarakandy ?
I am not certain when it was.

Did your family know of it ?
No, they did not.

signed.)
Witness, Wayel Hoossin. e

N° 42,—Examination of Chaky, female, taken on the 17th Danoo 987, oF
30th December 1811, before the Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar,
aged about 22.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste and name?
oft don’t know which is my country; my caste is Errataty, and name,

aky.

How many years ago were you brought here, and who is your tamburan eo
I was brought to Anjarakandy about 10 years ago; I don’t know my tamburans

name.
In what manner were you brought?

Two moplas came and seized me while asleep, and carried me to Parrarry, there
I was sold to a mopla, who caused a coopay to be put on me, and after mre

a
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Kara Mopla brought me to Chanacat, the coopay was then taken off, and I was put
amongst the Pooliars, from thence I and eight others were sent by toney to Anjara-

kandy, five of whom are now here, the rest are dead,

(signed.)

N° 43.-—Examination of Erralian Chakon, taken on the 10th Danoo 987, or
23d December 1811.

Question.--Which is your country, what for, and with whom did you come
here ?

Answer.—My country is Tanoor, I think it is about three years ago, when one
day I was in my chala, three moplas came, seized and carried me to a shop, and

kept me there that night; the next day I was delivered over to a manjankar, who
embarked me in a manchoo, and landed me at Mahé, whereI was detained that day;

and the following day I was again embarked in the manchoo, and landed in the
Anjarakandy banks; and the manjerkar is unknown to me. The Wallia Achin,
Mr. Brown, told me, that I should be put amongst the Pooliars, to which I said I
wanted not to go among them on account of my being an Erraban ; without listen-
ing to my request, I was put amongst the Pooliars, and even to eat the Pooliars

food; my family and owner did not know of this circumstance.

- Whose slave are you; are your father, mother, and uncle still alive; and if
so, what are their names ?

I don’t know my tamburan, my father, mother, and uncle.

Have you any other persons your relations, if so, what are their names?
I have one brother and sister, their names I don’t recollect.

(signed.)

Witness, Warjil Hoossin Cooty, Willootandy Parooman.

N° 43.—- Examination of the Chaky, before the Magistrate of the Zillah, North
Malabar, on the 17th Danoo 987, or 3oth December 1811, aged about 13.

Question.—What is your country, caste, and name?
Answer.—My country is Tanisore; caste, Eralin; and name Chaky.

How long is it since you have been brought to this place, and who is your
tamburan ?

It is five or six years since I was brought to this place; my tamburan’s name
I don’t know; I was then a child,

Iu what manner were you brought here?
When all the people of my challa went to work for their tamburan about noon,

I was standing at the door of the challa, when two moplas came, seized, carried me
to Mahé, and delivered me up to a saib, who sent me to Anjarankandy on a man-
choo, and I don’t know the name of that saib. (signed.)

(E. 1.)—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir :—Having received information that a considerable traffic has been carrying
on in children, between persons in this zillah and in the adjoining districts, and that
several had been sent to your plantation at Anjarakandy, | have to request you will
inform me whether you have made any purchases of that description ; and in that
event, that you will send mealist thereof, their caste, age and sex, with the names
of the persons from whom you purchased them and of the agents employed by you.
The darogah of Cotiote and Randatarra has received my orders to proceed to Anja-
rakandy and call before him the whole of the labourers on your plantation, and put
certain questions to them with which he has been furnished.

Zillah North Malabar, 18th Dec. 1811. I am, &c.
(signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(E. 2.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir:—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, and
have accordingly ordered all my Pooliars to appear before the darogah of Cotiote and
Randatarra to be by him questioned. In consequence of the permission and
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Fort St. George sanction of government soon after I began this undertaking, I have purchased many
Papers: Pooliar families, and some even very lately, from different quarters; as I am anxious

State of Slavery on all occasions to conform to the established laws and regulations, it is at the same
in Company * time my duty to avoid submitting in silence to any undue exertion of authority -

erritories. : ‘ . , . y;
and as I have now carried on this undertaking for thirteen years without any requi-
sition having been made similar to that which your letter contains, I trust you will
previous to my sending you the list you require, be so good as to favour mewith a
copy of the regulation which authorizes this inquest into my private concerns.

Anjarakandy, 2oth December 1811. T have, &c. &c.
(signed) M. Brown.

(E. 3.)—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter informing me you had

purchased many Pooliar families, and some even very lately, from ditterent quarters,
in consequence of the permission and sanction of government, soon after you began
your undertaking; I have to request you will furnish me with the permission or sanc-
tion referred to, that 1 may report the same for the orders of government. In
answer to your last paragraph, I have to inform you that my requisition for the list
of persons sold to you as slaves, was made in virtue of the powers vested in me by
the regulations as the zillah magistrate, and my commission as one of His Majesty's
justices of the peace.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,

(signed) Tho'. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 20th December 1811.

(E. 4.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and
enclose copy of the authority of government under which I have purchased Pooliars
for the labours of this undertaking; the original stands recorded in the proceedings
of the commissioners at Calicut.

Agreeably to your letter of yesterday, the whole of my Pooliars, male and female,
and their children, were brought before the person who delivered me your letter, when
he, assisted by the minon from Pychy and the commissioner from Irevery, accompa-
niedby a number of armed kolkars, to guard the Pooliars, called them one by one
before him,.and put such questions to him as he pleased. When this examination
was over, he placed 20 men and women and children under a guard of kolkars,
under which they remained all night and until eleven o’clock this morning, when he
returned. When he went away last night he desired that all the other hired
labourers that I employ, should be ready for a similar examination; this morning
they were accordingly assembled at seven o'clock and remained until the executor of
your orders appeared, when, instead of examining those that assembled, he sent his
kolkars and by force brought together all my Pooliars that had been already examined
yesterday; I told him I protested against all such violence, and against his remov-
ing them from the plantation, as being contrary to all the existing regulations that
I am acquainted with, which require that some specific complaint shall be made
against any person or persons, before they can be thus violently treated. Mypro-
testation was not listened to, and the whole were carried off by him and his guard of
armed men, without allowing themto take their food or to feed their children, many of
whomare at the breast, and only a few months old, so that it is very probable their
being thus forced to go so far in the heat of the sun (it being exactly mid-day) will
be the death of some of the children.

I have already noticed that I cannot believe there is any regulation existing to
authorize this oppressive interference with my property, and still less the cruclty

committed on nearly 200 men, women and children, excepting a formal complaint

against the persons themselves, or a claim being made by some person to them In
consequence of some invalidity in the sale. If either of these has been made to

you, I imagine I ought to have been furnished with a copy of it, before this extra-
ordinary violence was resorted to.
The sale of slaves is not only authorized by the custom of Malabar, but is ex-

pressly permitted by the Mahomedan laws, under which this country is governed ;
and for these thirteen years past no question has ever been put to me on the sulyect
of my purchases, nor any complaint from any person claiming the Pooliars so pul-

chased; and as I know of a reference from the principal collector of Malabar e
, the
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the Board of Revenue, on a complaint of slaves being brought from Travancore to
Malabar,—he was told that the trade being authorized by the law, he had no business
to interfere in it; for all these reasons I now most soleronly protest against the violence
you have caused to be committed on those innocent persons, many of whom were
born on this plantation, from which they are now forced away, without any reason
whatever being assigned for such barbarous usage. I also protest against it for
the loss that it has already and must continue to make me suffer, by putting a stop
to my extensive labourshere, where upwards of 350 persons are daily employed,
but of whose services you have deprived me. I have, &e. &c.

Anjarakandy, 21st Dec. 1811. (signed) = M. Brown.

P. S.—The copy of the authority granted to me by the Bombay government for
the purchase of Pooliars and Betwas, is not forthcoming here, having been destroyed
when this house was burnt to the ground in 1803; but the collector of Malabar
can furnish an attested copy of it; I obtained one from him some months ago to.
send to Cochin to a person, who, under that authority, purchased and sent twelve or
thirteen Pooliars, men,women, and children, to me, that are amongst those whom
your people have placed under a guard. (signed) M. Brown.

(EB. 5.)—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir:—-The officers whom I deputed to search for some kidnapped children, re-
ported to be amongst the slaves on your plantation, have returned and brought with
them seventy-six men, women, and children, who say they were all stolen or
forcibly carried away from their relations and masters. Six of the children are not
of the tribe even of unfortunate persons who are considered as slaves; two being
nair boys, aged about 8; one a mopla girl, aged about 6; two tear boys, aged
-about 8; and a tear girl, about 12; who say they are natives of Travancore, and
were, within the last six months, stolen from their relations, and sent by Wallape-
lagala Assinally from Allapy to you. Ihave been most particular in questioning
these unfortunates, and have no doubt in my own mind that they were kidnapped;
it becomes in consequence my duty to discover and bring to condign punishment
those who have been concerned in this inhuman traffic. 1 therefore most earnestly
call upon you to afford me every information in your power to that end; and in
regard to the others, I am ready to receive and investigate any evidence or docu-
ments that you may have to adduce in support of any claims you may have upon

them. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 27th Dec. 1811.

(E. 6.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.
Sir:—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, to

which I must decline giving any reply, because such reply would be a virtual
admission of what I positively deny, and have publicly protested against the
legality of your conduct.
Without cause assigned or information lodged, at least not exhibited, you have

violently possessed yourself of my labourers, and of a valuable portion of my
implements of agriculture, and you now call upon me to prove my right to a pos-
session that no one disputes with me. If such disputant does exist, the courts are
open to him, and the regulations point out the course to be pursued; you might,
Iconceive, with equal legality, have seized any other part of my property, and
made the restoration of it depend on similar terms. * . .
To these reasons I have to add, that I have applied to a superior authority for

Protection and for redress of those (in one instance, already fatal) injuries, which

my people and property have sustained and continue to suffer.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,

(signed) M. Brown, Owner of the Randatarra Plantation.
Tellicherry, 28th December 1811.

(E. 7.}—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir :—Expecting to be enabled to bring to a close, in the course of to-morrow,
my examinations of the whole of the Pooliars found on your plantation, who
asserted they had been stolen, I have now to inform you, that it is my intention 2
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make a full report of the subject to government, and that I am still ready to hold
an enquiry into the points referred to in my letter to you, dated the 27th ultimo,
I cannot too strongly repeat my recommendation that you give up the names of the
persons who supplied you with the nair, tear, and mopla children, as well as
those of the Pooliars, who insist they were kidnapped. I have further to inform
you, that I shall order the latter to be delivered over to any persons you may send
to receive charge of them, as whatever may be their final disposal, there does not
appear to be any objection to employ, during the interval of the reference to govern-
ment, the slaves in their daily occupations. The free children will remain under my
charge.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed) Tho' H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 3d Jan. 1812.

(E. 8.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, and in
reply, have to state to you, that since my letter to you of the 28th ultimo, having sent
to Anjarakandy for particular information relative to the six persons whom you say
are free people; I have now to inform you, that they were sent there by Banien
Belteassen Ally to work on the plantation until his return from Travancore ; whether
he got them from their parents or relations, or purchased them as slaves I know not;
but having no claim over them, I can have no objection to your detaining them, as
I conclude, complaint has been lodged before you on their account.

With regard to the other persons who were forcibly driven from the plantation,
without the smallest reason being assigned for that violent proceeding, it is totally
false that they were stolen or kidnapped, nor did-any of them assert sucha thing
when questioned by your menon at Anjarakandy. The major part of them have
been 10 or 12 years on the plantation; and the assertion that they are now said to
have made, is not even attempted to be supported by the smallest proof; my right
to them, I am perfectly prepared to support, as soon as my property in them is im-
peached, but until that is challenged, it would, as I have already observed in my
letter of the 28th ultimo to you, be a virtual admission of the legality of your acts
to prove my right to that property which no nobody disputes with me ; and for the
recovery of which, together with redress for the wrongs and losses I have suffered,
I have already addressed a superior tribunal.
With regard to the case being submitted to government, I only waited for the de-

cision of the court of circuit to bring the whole affair before the Honourable Gover-
nor in Council by petition, because it is impossible for me to carry on that extensive
undertaking, on which so very large a sum has been expended, unless I am certain
of protection from such hostile interruption and violence as that against which I now
complain; your submitting the subject will, I doubt not, answer that purpose, pro-
vided the case is fully explained, to which end I hereby require that copies of my
correspondence, and a copy of my petition to the court of circuit, with the pro-
ceedings held thereon, may accompany your reference to government.

I have, &c.
(signed) M. Brown, owner of the Randatarra Plantation.

Tellicherry, 4th January 1812.

(E. 9.)}—-To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir:—I have received your letter, dated yesterday, the bearer of it kotaly, a
muskaqua, says that he came from Mr. Douglas’s house at this place, where, he
says you are, and that you have only just now given the letter to him; I think it
proper to notice this to prevent any mistakes hereafter.

I am, &c.

(signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Sunday, 5th January, half-past five p. a.

(E. 9.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar.

Sir :—I have this moment received your letter of this day (Sunday sth January,

5 P.M.) informing me your kotaly then received my letter ofyesterday's date, an
that you deem it necessary to notice this circumstance. The only conclusion ee

r
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draw from this is, that you have made your reference to government without the

copies of the papers mentioned in my letter, I therefore now beg leave to repeat what.
I therein said, and to require of you, if they have not been sent, that they may be

immediately forwarded. I have, &c.
(signed) § Jf. Brown, Owner of the Randatarra Plantation.

Sunday, 45 minutes past five p. m. 5th January 1812.

(E. 10.)}—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir :—My information having stated that Wallapakata Assin Ally, formerly head
sheristadar in the Custom House, was the principal in this traffic in children, between
Travancore and this Zillah, I have to request you will inform me whether Bamen
Assen Ally, who you informed me in your letter of the 4th, sent six children to work
on your plantation, is the Assen Ally above noticed, and if not, that you will inform
me of what place he is an inhabitant, and where he at present resides.

I take this opportunity of advising you, that every document connected with the
subject of my late proeeedings, will accompany my reference to government.

T am, &c.
(signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 6th January 1812.

(E. 11.}—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir:—In reply to your letter of this day’s date, I have to inform you, that the
person mentioned in my letter of the 4th, is the same you have described.

. I have, &c.
(signed) § A. Brown, Owner of the Randatarra Plantation.

Tellicherry, 6th January 1812.

(E. 12.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir:—The bearer is the person who sent from Alappy the six children men-
tioned in your letter of the 3d instant.
The provincial court having signified to me, that there is no objection to my re-

ceiving back from you the other Pooliars and Betwas forcibly drawn from Anjara-
kandy on the 19th ultimo, I have, in conformity with that injunction, directed them
to be moved there whenever you may be pleased to send them.

I have, &c.
(signed) M. Brown, Owner of the Randatarra Plantation.

Tellicherry, 8th January 1812.

(E. 13.)—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir:—In answer to your letter of this day, by the hands of Wallapakata Assen
Ally, I have to inform you, that I shall order the Welloowers and Pooliars to be
delivered over to any person you may send to receive them, with the exception
of sixteen men, women and children, of the Pooliars tribe, who say they have
been within the last five months stole from their owners and sent to Anjarakandy,
their presence being required at the court for some time longer.

Lhave, &c.
(signed) I. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 8th January 1812.

(E. 14.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir :—The bearer will receive charge of the Pooliars and Betwas, which you may
please to make over to him. I have, &c.

(signed) M. Brown, Owner of the Randatarra Plantation.

Tellicherry, gth January 1812.
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(E. 15.)—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir :—Wallapakata Assin Ally having stated to the court, that he had omitted
two children in his examination on the 8th, and that instead of six he had sent
eight to you at Anjarakandy, where, he adds, they at present are; you are hereby
directed to deliver up forthwith the aforesaid two children to the bearer.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 24th day of January 1812.

(signed) § Thomas H. Baber, Magistrate.

(E. 16.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar,: Tellicherry.

Sir:—The eight childen mentioned by Assen Ally, were al! taken to Tellicherry
by your own people, and two of them were sent back by your own orders, with
other Pooliars, some days ago, for what purpose I know not ; they are now, agree-

able to your orders respecting them, delivered to the bearer hereof.

Iam, Sir, your most obedient servant,
Anjarakandy, 24th January 1812. (signed) M., Brown.

(F.1.)—To the third Judge, in the absence of the Register.

Sir :—I have to request you will inform the judges, that it has transpired in some
proceeedings held before me, that a consideravle number of children, for the most
part. kidnapped, have been lately imported in this zillah from adjoining districts,
but principally from Travancore, from whence they have been sent by Wallapitagah
Assen Ally, part to Mahé, and part to the Anjarakandy plantation, and that such of
them as I have examined are children of Teans, and one even a Shoodrastree. In
answer to.a call upon Mr. Brown fora list of the slaves, and the names of the agents
he employs to purchase them, he has refused compliance therewith, and has since in-
formed me, that he has the authority of the Bombay government; and, further, that
the sale of slaves is not only authorized by the custom of Malabar, but is expressly
permitted by the Mahomedan laws, under which this country is governed ; whatever
may be the usage of Malabar or the Mahomedan law on this question, I should not
suppose that it could apply to Mr. Brown, who, I apprehend, in common with
every British subject, is prohibited from purchasing slaves from the period when
the slave trade was abolished by an Act of Parliament. As, however, I am de-
sirous of availing myself of the experience and knowledge ofthe judges on this ques-
tion, and in regard to the rules which have been in force from the early part of the
administration (when I am informed trafficking in slaves was very prevalent), until
the transfer of Malabar to the presidency of. Fort St. George, the extent to which
the trade was tolerated by the government of Bombay, and the nature of the
authority granted to Mr. Brown. I have taken-the liberty to apply to you, and
through you, to the judges, for any information you or they may be pleased to

_ favour me with on these subjects; or if this would be attended with any inconve-
nience, that they would assist my inquiries, by directing me to those periods of the
former administration, when I might, by a reference to the records here or at
Calcutta, inform myself thereon.
_ There being no copy of Mr. Duncan’s report in the records under my charge,
I shall be obliged by the loan of the copy of the provincial court.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) T. H. Baber,

Judge and Magistrate, Provincial Court, Western Division.

Zillah, North Malabar, 23d December 1811.

(F. 2.)}—To the Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will hereby receive an extract from their
proceedings under this date, together with the document therein referred to. You are
hereby required to conform to the court’s orders, making your return within five
days from the receipt hereof.

Given under my hand, and seal of the court, this 27th day of December, in the
year of our Lord 1811.

(signed) William Clephane, 34 Judge, for the Register.
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court, in the Western
Division, under date the 27th December 1811.

The third judge, officiating for the register, lays before thejudges a letter addressed
to him by the magistrate in the Zillah North Malabar, stating, that from information
obtained by him in the course of some proceedings held before him, it appeared
that a considerable number of children (for the most part kidnapped) had been
lately imported into the Zillah North Malabar from the contiguous districts, but
principally from Travancore, sent from thence by a person named Wallapetacata
Assen Ally, and that some thereof had been sent to Mr. Brown’s plantation at
Anjarakandy, and others to Mahé; the magistrate further states, that such of the
said imported, kidnapped or enslaved children, as he had examined, proved to be
the children of Teans, and one even a female Sooder; that in answer to a call on
Mr. Brown fora list of his slaves, and agents he employs in the purchase of them,
that that gentleman has refused compliance therewith, and had since informed him
that he had authority from the Bombay government, and also that the trafic in
slaves was not only authorized by the customs of Malabar, but that it was expressly
permitted by the Mahomedan law.
The magistate remarks upon it, that he conceives that Mr. Brown being a British

subject, is prohibited from purchasing slaves under the operation of the Act of the
British Parliament abolishing that traffic, and requests to be furnished with any
information the judges of the court of circuit may be in possession of in regard to the
tules in force in respect to this traffic, from the early part of our administration in
Malabar, and the nature of the authority granted to Mr. Brown by the Bombay
government, as quoted by him.
The court further take into consideration, a petition presented to them on the

part of Mr. Brown, setting forth, that the magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar,
addressed a requisition to him, calling upon him for information, as to whether he
had made any late purchase of slaves, and if so, to furnish alist of their names, caste,
and sex, and of the agents employed to purchase the same, grounding the requi-
sition on information which the magistrate stated he had received, that a con-
siderable traffic has been carrying on in the sale and purchase of children between
persons in the Zillah, North Malabar, and adjoining districts. The petitioner
states, that the person who brought the letter, assisted by some of the native officers
of the local cutcherry, caused to be assembled, and put interrogatories to the whole
of the slaves employed on his plantation, and that being concluded, placed about
twenty of them of all descriptions under a guard; on the next day, the whole were
carried off; that some of those so carried off, subsequently returned, but that a con-
siderable number had been detained for reasons with which petitioner is unac-
quainted. Petitioner states, that he had declined complying with the requisition
alluded to, on the grounds of his conceiving the magistrate not justified in interfering
in his private concerns, and as he had not thought proper to communicate to him
the particulars of the information on which he grounded the demand. Petitioner
justifies his having purchased of those classes who are born and considered as
slaves, and which he says he is warranted to do, both under the authority of the
Bombay government, and subsequently under an opinion given by the Madras
government, on a reference made by the principal collector.
The petitioner prays for the interference of the judges of the court of circuit, .in

Protecting him in’his property which he has, as above stated, been unjustly de-
prived of.

Before the court of circuit can either reply to the queries of the magistrate in the
Zillah of North Malabar, or take cognizance of the facts stated in the petition from
Mr. Mardock Brown, it is requisite that they shall be in possession of the whole of
the proceedings hitherto held in the matter in. question by the magistrate, com-
mencing with the information on which he has set on foot the inquiry into the
circumstances of Mr. Brown's slaves andlabourers,and detailing.the proceedings
e-may have held, on the grounds of which, he pronounces to have ascertained that

part of the children lately imported into his zillah as slaves are.of free parents, and
even of the superior classes ; and in order to save time and further reference, that
he be called upon to state at length the ground on which he may have detained the
persons taken from Mr. Brown’s plantation, and who are stated not to have been
sent back.

Ordered, that a copy of the above minute be sent to the magistrate, together with a
.©0py of the petition from Mr. Murdock Brown, the magistrate, being inpossession
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of the accompaniments alluded to therein; and that he be directed to furnish the
judges of the court of circuit with the report thereby required, within five days from
this date.
(A true extract.) (signed) W. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

(F. 4.)}—In pursuance of the exigence of the annexed precept, the magistrate
acquaints the judges, the information on which he set on foot an inquiry iuto the
circumstances of Mr. Brown’s slaves, was given by a Tean boy named Coon Yangara,

native of Karoonapetty, in Travancore; the circumstance was as follows: nine tree
born children, natives of Travancore, viz. a Shodra or Nair girl, five Teans, two
Teaties, and one Carawan, the eldest of the whole about twelve, had been discovered
in the house of Wallapatagata Assen Cooty and two other mopillas of Mahé, all of
whom represented they had been stolen from their friends, and sent by sea from
Allapi by Wallapagata Assen Ally ; one of the children, the above mentioned Tean
boy, Coon Yangara, on his examination before the daroga of Mahé, had added, that
his brother, Natha, was one of the four children who had, a few days before, been
sent to Anjarakandy; when these children arrived at Tellicherry, the boys were
without their koodima, and the girls dressed in the mopilla koopay, and otherwise
disguised a mopillagies. ‘The magistrate interrogated them all in the presence of
two of the most respectable of the Wecharipakara of the late Travancore Ellea
Rajah at Cadoor, whom he was induced to send for, in order that he might, through
the means of their local knowledge of Travancore, ascertain whether these children
were free-born and natives of Travancore. The children cried a good deal during the
relation of the mode in which they had been separated from their friends, and made to
eat mopla food, but were pacified on being assured that they should be emancipated,

if what they said was true ; that they were not slaves, and if possible, be restored to

their caste. The answers of these children were such as was to be expected from
their years, but it was very apparent they were what they had described themselves
tobe. The two Wechapipakara had no doubt of it, and even denied the possi-

bility that they could have been lawfully come by; it became then the magistrate’s

bounded duty to endeavour to find out where the other unfortunates were, and for
this purpose, commenced with the information given by the boy Coon Yangara,

and took such steps as appeared to his judgment best calculated to effect that
object, while it was his most anxious wish, that the mode of proceeding should be as
little offensive as possible to Mr. Brown, in the event of a search being necessary on
his plantation. It was with this view the magistrate took the precaution of ordering
the commissioner and one of the court gomastahs, whom he particularly in-
structed in the line of conduct they were to observe to accompany the daroga to
Anjarakandy
The magistrate also wrote to Mr. Brown, advising him of this deputation, and

the duties upon which they were sent. The daroga happened just at this period to
be in the Walliote mountains, too remote to arrive in time, the execution of the magis-
trate’s orders not admitting of delay, devolved upon the darogah’s officers, who, in
concert with the commissioner and gomastah, proceeded to Anjarakandy, and having

fulfilled their instructions, returned on the 24th to Tellicherry. The magistrate refers
the judges to the orders issued to his officers, their daily reports, their final report

delivered in to the court, copies of the communications to Mr. Brown, his answers,

‘the whole of the proceedings held by himself and his officers; the examination taken
in the inquiry into the causes of the death of a Pooliar child about a year anda half
old, has afforded the fullest information of every thing that came to light during the

investigation; and shall content himself with stating, that 76 men, women, and
children, including ten infants (born at Anjarakandy), were brought to Tellicherry,
all of whom have declared before the magistrate they had been stolen or forcibly

carried away from their country by mopillas and others, and taken to Anjarakandy ;

six of the children were free-born, viz. two Nair boys aged about eight, two Tean
boys aged about eight, a ‘Teaty about twelve, and a‘Mopla girl about six, are

natives of Travancore, and had been within these last six months stolen from their
friends and sent from Allepi by water to Anjarakandy, and there associated with

Pooliars.. Coon Yangara, who had been sent with the magistrate’s officers 0
Anjarakandy to look for his brother, pointed him out amongst several Pooliars, not-
withstanding his koodima had.been cut off, and his appearance in other respectsof

a Pooliar; Natha also instantly recognized his brother. Ever since the arrival of

these unfortunates at Tellicherry, the magistrate has been’employed in-taking down

the examination of those who have arrived at years of maturity, and as far ashe
as
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has gone, he is satisfied that the first six are free-born children, that they were kid-
napped, were sent to Anjarakandy against their will, and never eat the food of

Pooliars until they came into the possession of Mr. Brown; and in regard to the

Wetoowans and Pooliars, the concurrent testimonies of so many individuals admit

at present at least of no other conclusion, than that they also have been obtained

‘means the most unjustifiable. The magistrate has atforded Mr. Brown every

opportunity of vindicating his conduct, and nothing could have been more easy

than for him to have satisfied the magistrate of his innocence, by a prompt dis-

avowal of all knowledge that these children were free-born, and have been kid-

napped, and of all participation in the guilt of the principals in that inhuman traffic,

by giving up the names of the individual who supplied him with them, and affordin

his assistance in bringing them to condign punishment. Such ought and would

have been the conduct of every honourable man; but, instead of this, Mr. Brown

has resisted the magistrate’s requisition, and treated him and his officers in terms of

the highest contempt and disrespect; butit is not the magistrate’s intention in this

place to notice the calumnies which Mr. Brown had given vent to, either in his

intemperate conversation with the court gomastah, in his letter to the magistrate,
or his libellous petition to the judges of the provincial court; but he takes this oppor-

tunity to state what he can not too oflen repeat, that it is not the resentment of
Mr. Murdock Brown, or any man, that shall deter him from discharging what he

is bound to do by every rule of humanity and justice, and what he feels and knows
to be his duty. The magistrate thinks it proper to inform the judges, that it has

been confidentially intimated to him, that there are eleven more children in this
zillah who are reported to have been kidnapped, and that he is exerting every means
at his command, to obtain correct information where they are concealed, in order

that he may restore them also to liberty, their country, and friends.

Given under my hand, and seal of the court, this 4th day of January 4.p. 1812.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(F. 3.)—To James Stephens and Hay Clephane, Esquires, Judges of the

Courts of Circuit and Appeal, Western Division, Tellicherry.

Humbly sheweth :—That your petitioner is under the necessity of praying for
your protection, against what he deems the unlawful and highly oppressive acts of
the magistrate of this zillah, committed by his people, and under his orders, on the
20th, 21st, and 22d of this month, on his servants, labourers, and property at this

place; the accompanying two letters from that magistrate, and the copies of two

letters to him in reply, from your petitioner, will in part explain the nature of the

grievances of which he complains ; in addition to which your petitioner begs leave
to state, that of the people forced away as therein stated, a few have returned, but

113 of all ages are detained, many of whom have been here eight, ten, and some

twelve years, and a number of whom have been taughtat very considerable expense,
different branches of manufacture, and whose absence must put a stop to those
branches in which they were employed for a length of time, particularly the manu-
nufacture of arrow root and preparation of fine cassia, both of which are objects of

importance to your petitioner. Your petitioner must further observe, that of the

children thus forced away and detained, the major part were born in the plantation,

and bred up and taught different useful occupations at his expense. As they were

driven away by the armed kolkars from the different places where they were at work,
and not permitted to stop. here, they carried all their tools and implements with
them, viz. hoes of different kinds, bill-knives, and shearing-hooks.

It is further necessary to observe, that the magistrate, in his letter of the 18th,

says, that he had ordered the darogah of Pyche to come to Anjarakandy, to put
certain questions to your petitioner’s people, but no mention is made of the darogah
or any other person being authorized to carry them forcibly from the plantation.

The darogah of Pyche, however, never appeared; the whole was done by the person

who brought your petitioner the magistrate’s letter, without his exhibiting any warrant
addressed to him on that duty; he only read to yourpetitioner a proclamation issued

by the magistrate, addressed to the inhabitants in and about this place, informing

them, that the darogah of Pyche had orders to seize all your petitioner's people, and

was authorized to search for them in every house, and therefore that no person was

to harbour or conceal any of them, under pain of punishment by the magistrate.
This extraordinary production, proscribing about 350 innocent persons, against
whom no complaint whatever existed, the person named Chatoo: Menon, would not
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leave here, or give a copy of it, but proceeded to act without producing any other

authority, for which your petitioner apprehended he is liable to punishment; your

pétitioner must likewise notice, that his native writers were abused in the grossest
language, pushed away, and threatened by the armed kolkars, when they attempted
to get near to the Pooliars, on their past examination, and that one of them in
particular, a bramin, was abused in the grossest language by one of the kolcars,
because he forbid him to go into your petitioner’s garden, where he had no business,
Your petitioner having thus briefly stated the acts of the magistrate, and of that of
the laws against the unlawful exertions of authority of this magistrate, because your

petitioner knows from experience to what length he is capable of going, he having,
some years ago, forcibly taken from your petitioner (your petitioner being then
absent) elephants and timbers to the amount of two thousand rupees and upwards,
without any intimation given, or any reason assigned to your petitioner, or Mi.
Thomas Dinewar, his then partner, for which your petitioner to this day has received
no redress ; an inquiry was made by the orders of government, by the principal
collector, then a magistrate, before whom it was proved, upon oath, that Mr. Thomas
Baber’s people caused your petitioner’s mark to be cut out from the timber, anc then
had it conveyed to Tellicherry, since then, your petitioner has heard nothing more
of that business, which has hitherto been’ probably overlooked amongst so ‘much ‘of
much greater importance; yet your petitioner entertains no doubt, that he shall
obtain redress from the justice of government, whenever the matter shall be again
brought to their notice.
Your petitioner begs leave to add, what he has just been informed, of. the death

of one of the Pooliar’s children, in consequence of the treatment he had received;
that such consequences were likely to result from the measures adopted towards his
people, was foreseen by your petitioner, and stated by him to the magistrate, in his
letter of the 21st instant, as this death has been caused, by what your petitioner
considers to be an illegal act, he humbly prays, that the afore-mentioned Chatoo
Menon may be secured, to the end that he may be brought to trial for the same;
and your petitioner shall ever pray.

(signed) Murdock Brown, owner of the Randatara Plantation.

Anjarakandy, 24th Dec. 1811.

(F. 5.)—To the Third Judge, for the Register.

Mr. Murdock Brown having in a letter dated the 8th instant, to the address of
the magistrate, intimated, that in conformity to the injunctions of the provincial court,
he was willing to receive back his Pooliars and Wittoowars, it would appear the
judges have passed their orders on Mr. Brown's petition to their address, under
which supposition the magistrate is induced to make the request, that the papers
forwarded by him with his return, dated the 4th instant, to the provincial court's
precept, dated the 27th ultimo, may be sent back, in order that he, the magistrate,
may forward the whole of those and every other document connected with that
important question, up to the presidency, without further delay.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 1oth day of January,
A. D, 1812.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(F. 6.)—Provincial Court, Western Division, to the Magistrate in ihe
Zillah of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their

proceedings, under this date, for your information and guidance.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Court, this 10th January, A. D. 1812.

(signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court for the Western Division,

under date 10th January 1812.

Read a Representation from the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar,

‘stating, that in consequence of a communication from Mr. M. Brown, was led to

suppose that the Judges of the Court of Circuit had passed a final ordcr on ihe

petitionaddressed to them by that person,’ and under this supposition, the magis-
trate
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trate requests, that the Court of Circuit will return to him all the papers transmitted
along with his return, to the court’s precept of the 27th ultimo, in order that he may
be enabled to refer the question at issue to the superior authority.
On the above, the judges of the Court of Circuit remark, that it is their intention

so soon as certain explanations which Mr. Brown has been invited to afford con-
cerning the circumstances of the case in question, have been received from that gen-
tleman, to refer the whole of the proceedings held, including the documents forwarded
by the magistrate to the court of Sudder Adaulet, to which court they conceive that
they are the proper channel of reference.
The judges werenot till this moment aware, that the magistrate had not retained

copies of such papers. ag were transmitted in the original, as this would appear to
be the case, such of them as he may wish to copy for record, shall be returned to
him on his specification thereof.

Ordered, That extract of the above be furnished, for the information and guidance
of the magistrate of Zillah, of North Malabar.

(A true extract.) (signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

(F. 8.)—~Provincial Court, Western Division, to the Magistrate in the Zillah
of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their
proceedings under this date, to the exigence whereof you are hereby required to
conform, making your return within twenty-four hours from the receipt hereof.

Given under my hand, and seal of the court, this 13th day of January,

A.D, 1812. (signed) § H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court, for the Western
Division, under date the 13th January 1812.

_ It appearing stated by Mr. Brown, that the magistrate has only delivered to him
55 out of 71 men, women and children, bondmen, who, exclusive of the six children
from Travancore, were brought from his plantation, and as the judge only refrained
from issuing their orders to the magistrate after the receipt of his return to their
precept of the 27th u:timo,and perusal of the documents accompanying it, for the
restoration to their present and only ostensible proprietor of the whole of the above-
mentioned persons (with the exception of the Travancore children), from having sup-
posed that the offer contained in the magistrate’s letter of the 3d instant to Mr.
Brown, had reference to the whole of the persons of the first description, and they
are of opinion that the magistrate has acted totally illegal, in ever having removed
the said persons from Mr. Brown’s premises, they now direct, that he will imme-
diately cause those now detained by him, with the above exception, to be sent to
Mr. Brown’s plantation without delay.

Ordered, That extract of the above be transmitted to the magistrate, with a pre-
cept requiring him to make return thereto, within 24 hours from the receipt hereof.

(Atrue extract.) (signed) | H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

(F: 9.)—To the Third Judge, acting for the Register.

Previous to a compliance with the exigence of the Provincial Court’s precept of
this day’s date, the magistrate deems it proper to advise the judges, that he had set
on feot an inquiry into the circumstances set forth in the depositions of twelve of the
sixteen Pooliars (the rest being children) of their having been stolen from their owners,
and transported from their country against their will to Anjarakandy, since the month
of Yedawam last, and that it was his intention to have madeafull report of the
result thereof to the government, for the purpose of being submitted, together
with the proceedings in the case of the free-born children, for the.opinion of the

Honourable Company’s advocate general, as far as related to Mr. M. Brown, and
to have committed or held to bail, as the case might deem to require, these persons
as were amenable to the jurisdiction of the Company’s local courts, as might appear
to the magistrates to. have committed the crime of kidnapping, and enslaving free
born children, and kidnapping the 12 tradesmen above alluded to, as had been in
any way concerned as accessories, the magistrate in his communication, dated the
18th, informed Mr. Brown that the presence of. these sixteen Pooliars should :be
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required some time longer, but by a return to his warrant and a report from the
police officer, it appears that on the following day the two persons who are stated

in their depositions to have carried the greater part of these Pooliars to Mr. Brown's

plantation, were sent out of this Zillah, one to Penary, and the other to Goa. The

magistrate, however, does not despair of obtaining, though he should not succeed in

apprehending those persons, by means of the resident of Travancore, and through

other channels, correct information as to the truth or otherwise, of the account given

by the free-born children and those portions of the bondmen, but it will be obvious

to the judges that he cannot prosecute the investigation, if they insist upon his sending

back the Jatter before he has brought it to a termination, for the same reasons that

the presence of the Pooliars is required, the magistrate will be glad to have sent back

the whole of the original papers, forwarded with the magistrate’s return to the court's

precepts, dated 27th ultimo.

Given under my band,. and the court's seal, this 13th day of January 1812.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(F. 10.)}—Provisional Court, Western Division.

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Sir :—-In reference to your representation, dated yesterday, I am directed by the
judges of the court of circuit to desire you will furnish them with a list of the
twelve male and female Pooliars brought from Anjerakandy, whom you have still
detained, in order that reference may be made to the depositions sent along with
your return to their precept of the 27th ultimo, for the purpose of ascertaining the

particular circumstances, stated to have attended their having become Mr. Brown's
property. Should you have taken any further depositions on their cases, you will be
pleased at the same time to transmit them for the information of the court.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed) § H. Clephane, 3d Judge, for the Register.

Tellicherry, 14th Jan, 1812.

(F. 11.)—To the 3d Judge, for the Register.

In pursuance of the exigence of the court’s orders, as conveyed in your commu-
nication of yesterday, received late in the evening, the magistrate now forwards a

list of the twelve male and female Pooliars, whom he detained in consequence of

their having deposed that they had been recently stolen, and transported to Anjara-
kandy, and for further particulars refers the judges to the depositions and examin-
ations forwarded within his return to the court’s precept, dated the 27th ultimo,
the judges will observe several Pooliars of the same name; but they will readily
discover the identical persons now here, by a reference to that part of their deposi-

tions in the possession of the judges, which mentions their place of nativity, their

owner's names, and the time and place when and where they were kidnapped ; the

magistrate hasalready informed the judges of the obstacles which have been opposed

to him in Mr. Brown’s silence, and the departure of his two agents out of the juris-

diction of this zillah; but he will notwithstanding exert every means at his com-

mand, to follow up the information contained in the depositions of the Pooliars,
provided the judges of the provincial court will permit.

Given under my hand, and and the seal of the court, this 15th day of January

A.D. 1812, (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

The Mopilla Cumba Modan, whom Wallachie charges with having stolen her,

has just been brought in; the magistrate has not taken down his deposition; but

from the examination sent with her, Wallachie’s account of the mode in which she

came into Mr. Murdock Brown’s possession does not appear to be exaggerated.

(signed)  T. H. Baber.

(F..12.)—Provincial Court of Circuit, Western Division.

To theMagistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order.of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from

their proceedings under this date, together with the documents therein alluded to;
you
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you are hereby required to conform to the court’s order, making your return within
twenty-four hours from the receipt hereof.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 15th day of January,
A:D. 181 2.

(signed) § H. Clephane, Third Judge for the Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court of Circuit for the
Western Division, under date the 15th January, 4. p. 1812.

Read a communication from the magistrate in the zillah of North Malabar, in
answer to the letter addressed him, by order of the judges, dated 14th instant,
transmitting a list of the Pooliars taken from Mr. Brown’s premises, now detained
by him.
"The judges of the court of circuit have already expressed their opinion of the

illegality of the act on the part of the magistrate, in having in the first instance,
without any information before him, or claim preferred thereon, removed from
Mr. Brown’s premises, and deprived him of the services of the bondsmen, his pro-
perty; and in consistence with this opinion, they deem it their duty to lessen as
much as possible the injury to which Mr. Brown’s undertaking must have been sub-
jected by their long and continued detention.

The judges do not even perceive, on the grounds of expediency, any valid reason
for the further detention of the twelve Pooliars and their children. They have
already given all the information they are capable of imparting; and should the
persons to whom they represent themselves as having belonged, and from whom
they were stolen, appear for the purpose of establishing their claim, or prosecuting
the perpetrators of the theft, their accomplices or accessories, under the provisions
of Regulation XI. A.D. 1809, may, by the usual process, observed in respect to
evidences, be forthcoming when required.
The judges do therefore direct, that with exception (for the present, and until

the magistrate shall have sent in the report of his examination of the mopilla whom
she charges with having stolen her) of the female, named Wallachee, the ma-
gistrate do forthwith obey the exigence of their precept of the 13th, in regard to
this person as well as the others in general. The judges must remark, that in their
opinion, the magistrate is following a course, which does not seem either the most
direct or efficacious toward the ascertainment of the fact, and which seems to be an
indispensable preliminary to the prosecution of the persons mentioned in their depo-
sition, as principals or accessories in-the theft of their persons, viz. whether or not
they have been actually stolen. This, at present, rests solely on the declaration of
the slaves themselves; and unless a charge of this nature shall have been previously
preferred by the persons, the proprietors of the bondsmen, and other evidence ad-.

duced thereof, the judges do not sec, either under the provisions of Regulation XI.
A. D. 1809, or any other regulation can be supported against the persons charged in
these declarations, as accessories only, and that in many of the instances in a very
remote degree.

Ordered also, That the original papers transmitted by the magistrate, with the
return to the court’s precept of the 27th ultimo, and which he has requested may
be returned to him’ for the purpose of taking copies thereof, be sent to him, and
that he be required to return either the said original, or attested copies thereof, as
expeditiously as possible. .

(A true extract.) (signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge for the Register.

(F. 13.)—In pursuance of the annexed precept received this instant, the ma-

gistrate has ordered to be sent back to Anjarakandy, the remaining twelve Pooliars

who had made oath they were kidnapped, and forcibly carried from their country
and owners, {in one instance, Poonama, mother and three infants torn from her

husband and their father); and has suspended all further proceedings until a com-
plaint has been preferred by their proprietors, on the grounds of the opinion the

Judges have expressed in the concluding part of the 4th paragraph of their orders.

Given under my hand, and the court seal, this 16th day of January a. p. 1812,

two Pa.
(signed) 7.H. Baber, Magistrate.
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(F. 15.)—Provincial Court, Western Division.

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Sir:—I am directed by the judges of the provincial court, in reply to the point

submitted for their opinion in the latter part of your return to their precept of the

13th instant, to inform you, that in the expression of their opinion, as contained in

extract oftheir proceedings of the 1 5th inst, that no prosecution could be supported

against the persons who are stated to have been thepurchasers |of children and

adults, who represent themselves to have been stolen from the districts of Cochin

and Travancore, whether free-born or bondsmen, unless the parents or relatives, in

the first case, and the masters or proprietors in the second, should come forward

with a charge against them,—they had in view the provisions of Regulation XI. of

1809, which seems to consider this as indispensable, and which further reserves the

determination as to the bringing to trial. of the persons who may be thus charged,

to the Honourable the Governor in council.

The above opinion had no reference to the case of the theft of the female Pooloo

Wallachee, by the mopilla named Cunhy Moidien, which, in common with other

crimes committed within the limits of the Honourable Company’s territories, is

directly cognizable by the courts established therein; as, however, the law officers

object to the government being prosecutors, where there are owners of the pro-

perty stolen, it seems to be expedient that Cherricul Raja should appoint a person

to carry on the prosecution in his name and on his behalf.
T have the honour to be, &c.

(signed) J. H. Pearson, Register.

Register’s Office, 24th January 1812.

(F. 7.)}—Provincial Court, Western Division.

To the Magistrate in the’ Zillah of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their

proceedings under this date, to the exigence whereof you are hereby required to con-

form ; making your return within six days from the date hereof.

Given under my hand, and the seal of this court, this 13th day of January

A. D, 1812. (signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge for the Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court for the Western

Division, under date 13th January 1812.

" Thejudges observing from Mr. Brown’sstatement,that Wallapitagata Assen Ally,

the person who is represented as having sent from the Travancore country the six

children found in Mr. Brown’s plantation, as well as the nine discovered in the

possession of certain persons, inhabitants of Mahé, is now within this jurisdiction;

Ordered, That the magistrate be called upon to report to the court, whether he

has examined the said person, and if so, to furnish copy of his examination for the

court.
The magistrate must also be called upon to state the measures he may have taken

either by communication with the resident at the court of Travancore, or through

any other channel, in order to follow the clue afforded by the declarations of the

children, who represent themselves as of free parents, and, under various circum-

stances, stolen frora their parents or relations,—for the purpose of verifying, as far as

may be possible, the account they have given of themselves, in view to their even-
tual restoration to their parents or relations.

Ordered, That extract of the above be sent to the magistrate in the zillah of

North Malabar, anda precept be issued, requiring his return thereto within six days

from the date hereof.

(A true extract.) (signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge of the Register.

(F. 14.)—In pursuance of the exigence of the annexed precept, the magistrate for-
wards copy of the examination of Wallapitagata Assin Ally, and also of the further

communications to and from Mr. Murdock Brown; the letter from Mr. Brown, dated

Tellicherry, the 4th, was not received until the evening of the 5th, or would have

been sent, with his return of the 4th, to the court’s precept of the 27th. The
magistrate
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magistrate informs the judges further, that he has written to the resident at the court
of Travancore, and forwarded all the information the children had given, and copy
of Wallipillagata Assin Ally’s examination: he also has commissioned some natives
of Travancore to communicate to the public functionaries in that province, or in
any other way they had the means of conveying the information of the discoveries
of the children at Anjarakandy and Mahé, to their friends and relations; the
magistrate also forwards the examination of the mopla Coomba Moidien, who stole
and carried to Anjarakandy, Wallachee and her child, also of her brother, held
before the magistrate on the 15th and 16th January, and the examination of the
charicul rajah by commission ; neither proprietors or owners of the free-born chil-
dren or bondmen having yet preferred a charge against Wallapagata Assin Ally,
Coomba Maidein, or any of the persons charged in their declarations as accessories,
the magistrate has not committed them for trial, in consequence of the opinion the
judges of the provincial court have been pleased to express in their precept, dated the
5th; should the judges, notwithstanding, now think that a prosecution can be sup-
ported against these persons, without a complaint being preferred by the proprietors
of the free-born or bond children, the government vakeel shall be instructed to
prosecute them in the same way that the accomplices of Assin Ally have been, in
ease N® 15 on the calendar.
Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 21st day of January, Anno

Domini 1812. (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(G.)—To Mawilla Cannen, Darogha of Cotiote.
T understand, that during the examination held at the commissioners’ cutchery,

at Irvary, of Mr. Brown’s labourers, the infant of one Odaloor Chakky, a Poobe,
died. You will therefore, on the receipt of this order, go yourself and examine the
mother of the child and four chermars, who may be acquainted with the circum-
stances of the child’s death, as to the cause thereof, and what the sickness was;
and having taken down their examinations, forward the papers to the court. Dated
987, Dhanoo 11th. (signed) I, H. Baber, Magistrate.

To T. H. Baber, Esq. Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.
The Report of Mawilla Cannen, Darogah of Cotiote and Randatara Talook.

Immediately on the receipt of your order, dated the 13th instant, directing me
to examine Odaloor Chakky, the mother of the child, which died during the exa-
mination held at Irvery, of Mr. Brown’s workmen, as also four chermurs, who
might be acquainted with the circumstance of the child’s death, and to forward the
papers to your court ;—I questioned the said Chakky, who said, her child was a
boy half a year old; that it had, in the month of Medam, lost both its eyes in con-
sequence of a disease that had attacked its head; since which it had got a dysentery
and voided blood, and was very ill; when in this month a menon tamburan,
accompanied by kolkars, came from Tellicherry, and called all the Adears and
Welsowan, who were brought away forcibly (from their country), to go to the
commissioner's cutcherry at Irvery; that Chakky seeing several of them proceeding
thither, and being one of those who had been seized and brought away forcibly, and
supposing that, if she should go and state her grievances at the Irvery cutcherry,
she would get back to her country; she also took up her child that was ill, and of
her own will went to the Irvery cutcherry; that, while there, the child got worse,
and died ; and that Pooliars, Ayapan and Eralan Chaten knew all the circumstances
attending its death. I accordingly took down her examination, and got it signed by
her; and when I examined the said Ayapen and Chaten, they said, the child had
lost both its eyes some months previously; since then voided blood, and was very
ill when Chakky took it to the Irvery cutcherry, and it died there through sickness.
I took down their examinations also, which are herewith forwarded to the court.

Examination of Chermy Odaloor Chakky, of Odaloor Tara to the southward,
made on the 14th Danoo 986, (27th December 1811), before the Darogha
of Cotiote.

Question.—Did a child of your's die at Irvery conintissioner’s catcherry *
Answer.—Yes,
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Fort St. George Was it a boy or girl, and what happened to it?

Papers : About three months ago, the child was seized with a disorder in the head, and
State of Slavery lost its sight in both eyes, and afterwards voided blood; it was a boy, half a year
in Company's —_ old, and was very ill in a dying state, before we went to Irvery cutcherry.
Terricories.

Ce Why did you go to Irvery cutcherry ?

I understood a menon tambooran had come from Tellicherry, and told all the
Adears who had been seized and brought away, to go to Irvery ; I saw several of
them proceeding thither, and being one of those who had been seized and brought
away ; and supposing if I should go and state my grievances there, I should get back
to my country, I also went there.

You said your child had some disorder in the head and bowels; did you
shew it to any doctor ?

I did not shew it to any doctor.

Did anybody else know of your child being previously taken ill; nearly
dying? ,

Poolian Ayapan and Eralan Chatan knew of it.

Did you tell either the menon or the kolkars who came from Tellicherry,
that as your child was sick, you could not go to Irvery cutcherry ?

I did not say anything to them ; I went there of my own free will.

Witnessed by Coran Chorata Cootoo.

Examination of Poolian Ayapan, of Arattate Deshum to the southward, made
on the 27th December 1811, (14th Danoo g8Q,) before the Coticte
Darogah.

Question.— Are you acquainted with Odoloor Chakky, one of Mr. Brown’s
Poolian Adears at Anjarakandy?

Answer.—Yes, ever since we came to Anjarakandy.

Did you ever see Chakky’s child, a boy aged half a year.
Yes, I have.

Was the child sick; if so, state what the sickness was, how long since it was
in that state, and any other circumstances which you may be acquainted
with.

The child had been sometime sick before the month of Methoonam; a sickness
in the eyes appeared before Kurkadagom ; both its eyes were lost afterwards;
I don’t know in what month; a disorder in the bowels commenced, and since that,
the child has voided blood, and was very ill, when we went to Irvery cutcherry to
give our depositions, and it died there through the same sickness.

Examination of Cherman Chaten, of Anangatta Tara, in Wallatara, to the
southward, 14th Danoo 987, (27th December 1811,) made before the Da-
rogha of Cotiote.

Question.—Are you acquainted with one Odaloor Chakky amongst Mr.
Brown’s Poolian labourers?

Answer.—Yes, I am.

Did you see her child, a boy, half a year old.
Yes, I did.

Had the child any sickness; if so, how many months since it commenced;
and state also any other circumstances which you may be acquainted with?

Inthe month of Medom 986, the child got a sickness in the eyes, and looseness

of the bowels; in Methoonana, it lost both its eyes, and afterwards voided blood,
and was taken very ill and nearly dying; and when we lately went to Irvery cut-
cherry to give our depositions there, the said child died owing to the same sickness.

Examination of Odaloor Chakky made on the 27th December 1811, (14th
Danoo 987,) before the Magistrate, in the Zillah, North Malabar.

Question.—You have heard read to you what you deposed before the Da
rogha; is itas you stated ?

Answer.—It is as I stated.
After
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After you and your child had been taken to Irvary, did you receive any
ill-treatment ?

No ill-treatment was given, as we got our expenses, and all we wanted.

Did you think your child died of sickness, or from any other cause?
It had lost its eyes long before; after which, it gota dysentery, and voided blood,

and died of the same, but from no other cause whatever. .

Have you any doubt as to the cause of its death; do you think your child did
not die from sickness; and have you any complaint on this account?

It was from sicsness that my child died; I have not the least suspicion to the
contrary; and why should I grieve myself, when it died a natural death.

Was the child exposed to the sun on the day of its death, or did it want for
food.

No, nothing of the kind passed.

Examination of Poolian Ayapan, made on the 14th Danoo 987; 27th Decem-
ber 1811, before the Magistrate, in the Zillah North Malabar.

Question.—You have heard read to you the examination taken of you
before the darogah ; is it as you stated, or is there any difference?

Answer.—It is as I stated; there is no difference.

Do you think the child died from any other cause but sickness ?
Medicines were administered, but the sickness increased, therefore all the medi-

cines were discontinued ; it was then we went to Irvary ; while there the child died.

Do you suppose the child died from being exposed in the sun, or any’ other
cause ?

It was not exposed to the sun, but kept inside of the cutchery; it died of the
sickness ; there was no other cause.

Examination of Eralan Cherman Chatten, made on the 14th Danoo 987,
27th December 1811, made before the Magistrate in the Zillah North
Malabar.

Question.—You have heard read to you the deposition you made before the
darogah about the death of a child of Pooley Chermi Chakky; is itas you
stated, or is there any thing that you did not say?

Answer.—It is as I stated.

Do you think the child died from any other cause but sickness?
Owing to sickness it refused conjee and water, and got a looseness in its bowels

and voided blood ; different medicines were given it, but as the sickness got worse
the giving medicines was discontinued; it was then the child was taken to Irvary
and died there.

Do you suppose the child died from being exposed in the sum, or any other
cause ?

It was not exposed to the sun. It was in the cutcherry, and it died of sickness,
there is not a doubt to the contrary.

(signed)
Translated by 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(H. 1.)—Examination of Wallapagata Assen Ally, 26th Danoo 987, Sth
January 1812.

Question.—In an investigation held before the court, it appears that you
had sent up here some children from Aleppi; if you did so, state all the
particulars ?

Answer—I have; in the month of Methoonum 986, (June 1811), Mr. Brown
sent me to Aleppi with money to pay for 500 bandies of pepper he had purchased
there, and to send it off to Bombay; and after my arrival at Aleppi, seeing several
people purchase adiamakul (slaves), I went to the cutwal of that place and told
im, that as several persons are making purchases of children, I wanted to do so
likewise; the cutwal said there was no impediment in buying and selling children at
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that place, and that I might buy as many as I wanted; I then bought of several
persons, at different times, both male and female, in number 25 children, of which
I sent eight to Mahé, and six to Brown Sahib, and had sent off in a boat eleven
more for Mr. Brown, when, as the boat people went ashore at Arantungal near to
Cochin to cook their rice, some of the inhabitants came and asked the boat people
from what country the children were brought; they (the boat people) got frightened
and run away, on which the inhabitants of that place took the eleven children and
my man, named Poeren, to Tanawil (Tannah station), stated the circumstances
there, when I was taken up and carried to Manilakara court, where an inquiry was
held, and I was made to paya fine of 1,000 rupees; they took the children and
all the articles in the boat from me, and gave me atearpe (decree) ; they afterwards
told me they would restore to me the things found in the boat, and make those who
had received the price of the children to refund the amount to me. After this my
nephew, Coony Amod, wrote me from Mahé; the children I had sent there were
seized and detained by the sahib’s (magistrate’s) orders ; no sooner did thiswriting
reach me, than I came by sea, arrived at Mahé yesterday, and to-day on my way to
court I went to Mr. Brown, who gave me the letter which I have presented; I have
brought with me the pramanums passed by those who sold the children to me and
the teerpa I got from Mawilakara.

Of what caste are the children you purchased ?
The people who sold them to me said they were Wettoowas, Pooliars, Chanard-

mara and Darawara, and when I purchased them they had mopla names.

For whom did you purchase them?
When I departed for southward, Mr. Brown told me to buy ten or fifteen for him;

I wanted also some, and sent six to Mr. Brown, and eight for my family at Mahé;
the other eleven, who were stopped on their way to Malabar, were also going to
Mr. Brown; two girls and one boy of the children discovered at Mahé were pur-
chased for me by the cutwal of Attapy, whom I paid for them, and the others were
purchased with the knowledge of the cutwal.

What has been done with those 11 children taken from you at Mawilakara?
They were kept at Mawilakara, one has been taken away by its mother.

Did you there tell, that you had already sent 14 children to Mahé, and to
Mr. Brown?

They did not ask, nor did I tell them.

You said that you purchased the children with the cutwal’s knowledge ; was
any inquiry held into his conduct?

T heard he was fined in 54 fanams, and when I came away, I heard it was settled
at 36 fanams.

Look at these 15 children, are they those you sent up here?
Nine of them I know well; they remained a few days with me, before they were

sent off; of those sent to Mr. Brown, I saw but two or three, but the others were
sent by my desire; they were sent by manchoo, one or two at a time.

The girl Idaty says she is a Shorder girl (Nanjer); is it the case?
The person who sold her to me, and she herself told me she was not a Shorder girl.

The other children say, one is a Cowwar, one a Wittowun, and the others
of Tier caste ; is it the case?

At the time I purchased them, they had mopla names ; they did not tell me what
caste they were. (Vide answer to second question.)

The children whom you sent to Mr. Brown say, two are of Shooder caste,
(N airs), two of Tier, one of Mopla, and one a Peaty; did you know of
this ¢

Their names were written and given me, but the persons who sold them to me said,
they were of low caste, but I do not know what their caste is ; in the writing I have
got, the caste of some is mentioned, and the names of others ; I therefore sent them
to Mr. Brown ; those sent to Mahé were purchased with my own money, and kept
in the place where I resided; one I made a present of, but I received no price.

Had these children, before they came to you, eat moplas food?
; They had eat moplas food before they were given to me, and bore moplas names

also.
Ihd
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Did you pay for the children sent to Mr. Brown, or did Mr. Brown give
you money to pay for them?

I had Mr. Brown’s money in my hands, out of which I paid for them ; when the

accounts are adjusted, I shall debit him therewith.

Do you know if the children you sent to Mr. Brown, had previous to their
coming to you, or their being sent to Mr. Brown, been associated with
Pooliars, and eat their food ¢

I did not know of the circumstance of their being placed amongst Pooliars, nor

did I do so.

This case must be tried before the Court of Sessions; do you wish therefore

any witness to be summoned on that occasion?

Those persons who passed the pramanams to me, besides there are Ackoo Chiria

Chaddean Kacdatom Packen, the persons who came with me.

When these children were brought from Anjarakandy and examined, some

Pooliars said they also had been seized and brought from the southward,

and that Assin Ally’s men, Wappen Cooty and Coonky Perry, were the
persons who brought them; do you know of it?

I did neither send any Pooliars, or know any thing about them. I have no person

by me, by name of Bappen Cootty, Coonby Perry.

Are you acquainted with Bappen Cooty and Coonhy Perry?

There is a person serving under Mr. Brown, by the name of Bappoo, but I don’t
know Coonky Perry.

Are children being seized and sold at Allepy, or other places in the vicinity?

Last year, when I went there, I wanted to get one, but could not succeed; but.

when I went last there, I found several people had bought a great number; but since

the examination took place on the occasion of my purchasing children, a proclama-

tion was issued, that in future all such purchases must be made agreeably to the

established rules, and that those who do make such purchases, will not be allowed

to take them out of the country.

Has any other person from this country purchased and brought away any

children ?
I heard that Koonhy Kam’s people, for himself and some people of Calicut, had

purchased and brought away about 4vo. I myself saw a boat bringing some.

Has any person, subject to the jurisdiction of this Zillah, brought any?

While there (to the southward) I heard some people of Tellicherry had carried

away some Adeamakul, but don’t know who they were, or what number.
(signed)

Translated by 7. H. Baber, Magistrate. °

(H. 2.)—Teerpu, or Final Order passed in the Court of Mawilakara by Maha —

Dewan Krestnen, Loganade Shastrikul and Aya Sawmy Shastrikul, 17th

Danoo 987, or 28th December 1811.

Complainant,—None.

The delivery of the children into the tannah of Aleppi was by the Servady

Karakar, Manager of the Pepper Receipts.

-Defendants,—Assen Ally, of Mahé, now residing at Aleppi, and his man Pakren.
Date of information is 25th Tulam.

First.—Declaration of Pakren.

Oath, 21st Tulam, at night, (5th November 1811.)

Eleven children of three different castes, with the following utensils, 4 orabes,

3 tallegas, 2 collambees, also 1 velly pudo and orrah (silver-hilted sword), 1 todala

cola keereesha (d° creas), 1 pechan katy of deta peedie (ivory handle knife), and

some other articles, were put on board a battom (boat) to be sent to Mahé, which

accordingly proceeded, and, ‘arriving on the southern side of Shartengel Patty, the

children were taken ashore; and, while cooking our conjee, one Caroogashary

Yonaghan, seeing the children, went and questioned them, and then informed the

head people of that desham, who immediately came to the beach, took me and the

children to Ayanal Tarah, and delivered us over there, where they desired mete
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tell the truth, and took down my deposition, anda list of the children; thence they
took us to the servady karakar, manager of the pepper receipts at Aleppi, who

gave us over to the tannah of that place; afterwards, the servady karakar sent

Assen Ally and the eleven children to Mawilakara court.

Second Declaration of Assen Ally.

In obedience to the order from Mawilakara to state all the particulars relative to
the deposition taken of my man Pakren, and the information therein, anda list of
children whom I had dispatched to Tellicherry, the following is a true statement
of the facts:—I declare, that on my departure from Mahé to this place, ‘my em-

ployer, Brown Sahib, desired me to purchase and forward, from Aleppi to Anjara-
kandy, ten or fifteen children of low caste. Accordingly, after my arrival at Aleppi,
I spoke to Odeanpilla, the cutwal, of my intention of buying and dispatching some
children; he said I might buy them, but it was usual to pay the pundarum (govern-
ment) certain fees; that he would write to the darah (resident) on the subject, and
obtain his permission to make some purchases. I then requested him to write off
without delay, and made the following purchases :—1st, I bought of Cunhyan Cooty
Adjura, native of northward, but now residing at Paracatta in Travancore, five
Poolay children, and paid 3123 fanams (killien) for them; 2d, of Carootil Coony
Paneay, who resides at Aquil Wadakunda Puramba, viz. one boy and one girl of
Poolay caste, for 125 fanams; 3d, of Collakaran Wappoo, residing in the said
Puramba, one boy and one girl of Chona caste, for 125 fanams; 4th, of Mannen
Cunhyan, the agent of Mackachee of Tellicherry, now residing at Quiton, one girl and
one boy, as also two children of Chewa caste, and paid for all four 2112 fandms; and
after having bought five boys and eight girls, total thirteen in number, and paid their
price, 783 fanams, and got karunums (bonds) passed for them, I asked the aforesaid
cutwal to settle the fees ; “he told me he had written on one or two occasions on the
subject of the fees, but had got no answer; that, as soon as it arrived, he would adjust
the fees. I then procured a battom (boat) from Murcom Tamacara of Aleppi, and
on the 22d Tulam put on board some articles I had purchased at an outcry, and sent
eleven of the children, keeping only two with myself, and delivered them to my man
Pakren, and told him to take them by land, and that should that be impracticable, to
take them by water, and deliver them to Mr. Brown. I next ordered the boat to be
taken to a place out of the limits of the Aleppi port, made the eleven children walk
thither, and having embarked them on board, I sent them off. Of the two children
bought of Collatacar, a wappoo, one was given back to him, but the other, a girl,
eloped without my knowing whither.

The defendant has thus acknowledged, in the above kaichit writing, that the
children were embarked at a place out of the limits of the port, without the know-
ledge of the officers (pellamar) of the port, and the guard.
Third.—Cunhayan Cooty, and the other four persons who sold the children,

being brought and examined, have given in kaichits, that they did sell the children
and received the price. .

Fourth.—The cutwal being examined, has given kaichit that he was asked as
to what the customary fees were on the occasion of buying and selling slaves, but
that he answered, that formerly there were rules for the payment of fees in the dis-
posal of Adears ; that he would write to the presence, and obtain an order as to the
settlement of fees; that he was not informed of the circumstances of the eleven
children being embarked in a battom, and sent off, nor did he know of it.
Fifth.—The servant of the port and the guard, being called and examined, have

given ina kaichit, that they knew nothing of the children being purchased, embarked
or taken away.

Sixth.—The boat people, Antoned Marcan, and others, being examined, say, the
prisoner told them he was going to send to Mahé some articles, that he required
their services; that accordingly the articles (which had been purchased at an outcry)
"were put on board the battom at about four naregas before sun-set; that the prisoner
sent word to them to take the battom out of the boundaries of the port, and stop
at Ragnaranjary; that they accordingly took the battom, and waited there, when
the defendant's man, Pakren, came and told them there were some more articles to
be put on board, and then took with him three of the boat people; that at night,
after ten narigas, they came and called out to them to bring the boat near the shore,
which they did, when eleven children were embarked. wo

Seventh.—The children, being brought and examined, say, that while asleep 1
their houses, Metenmar (moplas) went and took them away; in the day-time they

F were
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were confined in houses, and in the night taken.by the -beach side, and sold to

wadakanmara (northern people), who took them to Aleppi, and kept them in the
day-time in a place that was surrounded with a compound, and on the 25th Tulam,
after ten naregas after sun-set, they were taken by the beach, and put on board a
battom (boat).
The prisoner, having thus been proved to have purchased children that had.been

stolen at night, and to have clandestinely embarked at night natives of our country,
and, without the permission of the sovereign of that country, taken them to another

country; that, by the laws -of every country, persons stealing and clandestinely
exporting children without the permission. of their respective sovereigns, or the
knowledge of any. one, are utamasahasears (public offenders), we therefore adjudge
the defendant to be fined.

Date of the decree, 17th Danoo.

The children sent by the manager of the pepper receipts, and who were embarked

on board the battom, having been restored to their respective owners, the said
utamarahassy (offender) is sentenced to pay 1,000 rupees, and then to be set at

liberty. Pakren, being the defendant's servant, and as his employer’s crime has
been punished, he is ordered to be set at liberty.
The aforesaid Modolaly utamasahassy having paid the sum of 1,000 rupees,

passed an order for his release. (signed)
Translated by 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(I.}—To Baboo Baien, Nazzir of the Criminal Court of the Zillah,
North Malabar.

Whereas depositions on oath have been taken before me, charging Bappen and
Coony Parry, of Iruvendad Talook, in the service of Mr. Brown, with having
stolen and brought away from the southward some Adears of the Poolie Inbe, you
are therefore hereby directed to apprehend the said two persons, and produce them
before the magistrate. Herein fail not. (signed)

2

26th Danoo, 987, 8th January 1812.

Endorsement by the Nazzir, delivered into the hands of Kolkar Pootooma Cunhy

Moideen, 8th January 1812, returned on the gth, saying, Bappen is gone to Goa,
Cunhy Parrey not to be found.

To Tolan Moopan, Darogha of Mahé and Iruvenaad Talook.

It appears, from the examinations held in this court, that one Bappen and
Cooney Parrey were the persons who brought some Adears from the southward;
I therefore herewith send a warrant for their apprehension, which having served,
you will send them to the magistrate’s court immediately; but in case of their being
reported to have left the place, you will ascertain the fact, and inform me thereof.

(signed)

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.

The Writing of Tolan Moopa, Darogha of Mahé and Iruvenaad.

In obedience to your order, directing me to serve the warrant forwarded there-

with, on Bappen and Coony Parrey, it appearing in some examinations held before
the court, they had brought some Adears from the southward, and to send them to

the court; and in case of their being said to have left the place, to ascertain the truth
thereof and report the same, I have made an inquiry, and herewith forward the result

thereof in writing.

28th Danoo 987.

Declaration of Coyecote Canty Caya, a woman inhabitant of Mahé Hobely and
Tara, made in the cutcherry of Mahé and Iruvenaud, darogha, on the 28th

Danoo 987.

I am not certain whether, on the 25th or 26th of the present danoo, but it was on
one of the said dates, that my son Coony Parry was put on board a manchoo by
Wallapagata Assin Ally, and sent off to Poonamy ; this is the truth.

Witnesses, Tekkedatita Curbyamoo Odeata Mamis.

Translated by 7. FI. Baber, Magistrate.
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(K.)—Examination of Cherekul Ravey Werna, Rajah by commission, on
questions sent by the Magistrate of Zillah, North Malabar, on the 3d
Makarum 987, or January 1st, 1812.

Question.—Have you any right to Poolee Kahachirry Wattachy, of Aren.
galla Wattoo ?

Answer.—All the Poolea Adears of Arengaden Waka are my jelm property, and

I have accordingly right to Wallachy and her daughter Chermee.

State whether you sold, or mortgaged your right, or lent them to any one,
or whether you know of any one taking them away?

I neither sold or leased them to any one, while the said Adiatic was living with her
younger brother Arengaden Willayen; I heard in 986 last, between the month of
Yrddarum and Medvanum, that the aforesaid Wattachy and her daughter went and
lived in a challa of a Poolea of the same waka, in Kanapoorata Deshum, and that
four days after the aforesaid Adiatée and Chermee were not to be seen there, on
which I sent people in quest of them, but they were not to be found any where.

(signed)

Examination of Coomba Moideen, made before the Commissioner of the
Cherrecul Talook, 13th January 1812, 1st Makaram 987.

Question.—Did you take to Anjarakandy for sale, any Adears ¢
Answer.—I did not sell them; they came to me, and I placed them at Anja-

rakandy.

Whose jelm property are the Adears, of what tribe, and what are their names?
Wattachee and her daughter; they are the property of the Cherrical Raja; their

caste, and the daughter’s name, I don’t know.

In whose service were the said Adeaty and her daughter, and in what Deshum
did they live?

They came from Pattaeddata, in Canawooram Tara, but not from any person's
Service.

Mention the names of those who live in the neighbourhood of the said Adears
place of residence?

Panean Chadean Ibraim, son of Mowoongel Cooty Ally, Tean Pangarau, Poken
Cottambally, Odeota Cannen, are the persons who live in that neighbourhood.

When did you take away the Adeaty and her daughter, from whence, how,
and by what means?

In the month of Karhadum 986, I took them from Pallaeddata, in the aforesaid
tara, and crossed them over the Rupee Codava (a ferry.)

Who crossed you over the ferry, who was it that paid the toll, and did you
arrive at Anjarakandy on the same day, and did you sell them to any
one there?

Capasadavan Moideen was the person who crossed us over the river; I put some

pice into the Adeaty’s hands ; she paid the hire; we arrived at Anjarakandy the same
day, where I provided her with expenses, and kept her with me; I gave her to Pat-
tealam Toopara, where she remained six days; on the 7th, she was placed with
Mr. Brown.

What sum did Mr. Brown give you on account of these Adears?
Mr. Brown gave me none, but Palacatan Toopara paid me and

TUPEES- (signed.)

(K. 2.)—Information of Cherricul Tambooram, by Vakeel Kowakoonata
Christman, nephew of Hendor Christman, managers of Cherricul Tam-
booram affairs, aged 35 years, inhabitant of Cherricul Tallook Hobelles
and Deshen, given before the magistrate of Zilla, North Malabar, on

the 19th Makarum 987, or 31stJanuary 1812.

One day in the month of Yedavam 986, Kalliacherry Valluchy and her daughter
Valluchy, the jelm property of Cherricul Tambooram, were missing; a search was
made, but they could not be traced out; afterwards, on the 1stMakerom9°7;

ear
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[heard that on Erramballa Chandoo, the commissioner of Cherricul Neadoopakoothy, Fort St. George

examining the prisoner, Kumba Moideen, by the order of the court, it came to light Papers:

that he (the prisoner) stole and disposed of them; after which, when I saw the State of Slavery

aforesaid Wattachy and her daughter Wallachy in the court, on their being brought in Company's

from Mr. Brown, I was certain that the above-mentioned Wattachy and her daughter Ternitories.

Wallachy, were the jelm property of the Cherrical Tambooram, and there heard

that the aforesaid Kumba Moideen had stolen them, put on koopay (mopla dress)

and taken them to Anjarakandy, and concealed them there at his brother Parrey’s

house, and afterwards at Pattookalem Tooproo’s house, and Cattacaram Cunhy

Packer’s house, who returned them back to him, when Mayerkarin Baba took them

from the aforesaid Parrey, carried the said Wattachy and her daughter, and placed

them with Brown Sahib; on this account 1 prosecute the prisoner, Kumba Moideen,

for stealing the aforesaid Wattachy and her daughter Wallachy, and also the rest of

the prisoners, for concealing them, knowing that they had been stolen.
For Summons,

(sworn and signed.) VaeneeK 3.

(K. 4.)—The Vakeelutamah of Maha Raja Sir Brown Sahib Awaraneal to Ana

Curby Amod, one of the vakeels to the Zilla court, North Malabar.

The Cherricul Roja having preferred a complaint against Coomba Moideen,

about two Poolie adianmar (slaves), an order has come to me to state to the court

what right or claim I have to Wattachee and her daughter Wattachee, I hereby ap-

point you my vakeel or attorney, to state to the court that I have no claim to the

aforesaid Wattachee and her daughter Wallachee, and whatever you state to the court

I will abide by. (signed) M* Brown.

(signed) A. Douglas, Witness. WW. Ravenshaw.

To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Judge and Magistrate of Zillah, North Malabar.

The representation of Vakeel Ara Curby Amood, in the name and behalf of

Mr. Brown.

‘Sheweth,—My client has been called upon to state to the court his right to the

Poolies Wattachee and her daughter Wattachee, in consequence of a complaint being

preferred against Kumban Moideen claiming them; the following is the answer :—

My client, Mr. Brown, has no right to the aforesaid two Poolies; one day in 987,

Mr. Brown having been informed that Kumban Moideen, resident at Anjarakandy,

had brought the said Poolies to Anjarakandy with koopays on them, sent for Moideen,

to know whether it was so or not, but he was not to be found there; four days

afterwards Mr. Brown sent Baba to call the aforesaid Moideen’s brother, Parrey of

Anjarakandy; Baber accordingly brought the said Parrey and the two Poolies with

him, when Mr. Brown interrogated Parrey, in what manner these two Poolies had

been brought there; he said that his eldest brother, Moideen, had brought these two

Poolies, but that he did not know thé manner in which he came by them; that his

brother Moideen would tell; and that until his return these two Poolies might be placed

amongst Mr. Brown’s slaves; they were accordingly placed amongst Poolies of

Mr. Brown, merely until the retura of Moideen; after which Parrey went away;

but before Moideen came, and the matter could be brought to light, the whole of

the Poolies were taken away by the order of the court; but at that time Mr. Brown

informed Chatoo Menon, that the two above-mentioned Pooliars did not belong to

him; this is the truth. (signed.)

(K. 2.)-—Examination of Koomba Moideen Mussulman Mopilla, nephew of

Chocara Moopa, 30 years of age, a labourerby profession, inhabitant of

Cherricul Talook Kalliacherry Hobelly and Tarrah, taken on the 4th Ma-

karom 987, or 16th January 1812,

Question—Look at this Wattachy Pooluchermy and her child; are they the

same Chermys whom you carried away?

Answer,—Yes, they are the same.

From whence did you carry them away ?
I carried them away Conoporatoo Pataddo Challa.

125.
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When you carried them away, did you tell the people she belonged to, or di¢
they know of it?

No, I neither told them, nor did they know of my doing so.

After you took them away, where did you keep them?

After I took them away that day, I kept them in my Maddakara house; the next

day I took them to Anjarakandy, and kept them at my younger brother Parrey’s house,
where | put the koopayum on them, and left them there for seven or eight days ; at this
time Patekalen Tooper came and asked to let him have them; I gave them both to

him for eight rupees, which sum he paid me; but when this came to Mr. Brown’s

knowledge he said he must have these Pooliars; Tooper then brought them back to

the house of my younger brother Parrey, and I went tomy Madakara house; at that
time the aforesaid Sahib’s servant, Baba, came, took the koopayum off the Poolies,

carried them off and placed them amongst the other labourers of Mr. Brown; after

this Tooper asked my younger brother Parrey for the rupees he had paid, when my
brother gave back to Tooper his eight rupees.

When was it you took them away afterwards; why and when was it that
Mr. Brown took them away?

I think it was in the month of Medoonam 986, June 1812, that I took and kept
them in my house afterwards in the month of Chingom; my brother Parrey told me
that Mr. Brown had sent his servant to say, that whoever brought that description
of persons within his five tarrats, they should serve him alone, and that no other
person hadatitle to them, and then carried them away.

Who is the jemmy (proprietor)?
The Cherricul Rajah.

Do you know if they were ever sold to anybody, or by whom they
were employed ?

No, I never heard.

Did you tell the jemmy, Cherricul Tambooram, of your having carried them
away?

No, I did not.

You have said you gave them to Palikalen Tooper, did you pass any
pramanum (writing) to that effect?

No, I did not pass a pramanum.

Did you know before this time, this Wattachee and her child ?
1 did not know them before I carried them away.

Did you give to your brother Parrey, to Pattakalon Tooper, or did your
brother Parrey give a writing of them to Brown Sahib?

- I did not give a writing to my brother Perrey, Tooper, or Mr. Brown, on account
of this Wattachee.

How came you to carry off this Wattachee without any person’s knowledge,
put on a koopa, and receive money for her?

Because of my want of sense, I acknowledge my error.

Don’t you know, that whoever steals another Adiama, commits a crime?
I have no claim to them ; what I have done, is for want of sense.

(signed)

Examination of the prisoner Kumba Parrey, taken on the 13th Makarom

987, or 27th January 1812, before the Magistrate in the Zillah, North
Malabar. ,

Question.—To whom did your brother Kumla Moideen sell Pooley Watta-
chee and her daughter Wallachee, after he had brought and kept them in
your house, and put on them koopayum (mopilla dress)?

Answer.-—-One day, in the month of Karkadagom 986, when I returned from

Coory (where I had been to buy rice), I saw in my house my eldest brother,Moideen,
with two Poolies; I asked him from whence he brought them; he told me from the

northward; that he had purchased them; he then kept them in myhouse forfour

or five days, and took them away, and placed Wattachee, with Cottakarem Koonby
Pocker and her daughter, with Pattacaren Tooper, and told them that he was gous
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to fetch their title deeds, and he went away; ten or fifteen days afterwards, Moideen

returned and told me that he had mislaid their title deeds, on which Poker and

Tooper brought them again to my house. Three days after this, Brown Sahib’s
man, Machukaree Baba, came and told me that he had Brown Sahib’s order to take

them to the pandishalla; he accordingly took the aforesaid Wattachee and her

daughter Wallachee and myself to Anjarakandy, to Brown Sahib’s pandishalla. On

our arrival there, he went inside and informed Brown Sahib, and then he returned

and told me to go away, and I went away; afterwards I heard the aforesaid two

persons were employed in Brown Sahib’s plantation, and while they were working

there, the court officers came and took them away; this is what I know.

Who was the person that put the koopayum on Wattachee and her daughte"

Wallachee ?
1 don’t know; whenI first saw them, they had on them the koopayam.

You said that they were taken to Brown Sahib ; do you know the reason of
their being taken there?

I don’t know the reason ; when they were in my house, Brown Sahib’s man came

and took them away.

Did either you or Moideen pass any writing to Brown Sahib, or receive any
money from him? .

No, we neither passed to Brown Sahib any writing, or received from him any

money; they were taken away while Mordeen was absent.

Did you return any rupees on this account, to Pattookaren Tooper ?

No, I did not give any rupees on this account, nor did I know any thing about

the rupees ; but I and Pattookaren Tooper have money transactions.

Did either you or your eldest brother receive any rupees!
Whether Moideen received or not I do not know; I received some money on ac-

count of pepper, besides which, I neither received nor gave any money.

When you took Wattachy and her daughter Wallachee to Brown Saib, did

the Sahibmar (Mr. Brown or his son) see them?
Wallid Brown Sahib saw them.

Did either Brown Sahib say anything to you, or did you tell Brown Sahib

anything about these Poolies?
Nothing whatever. (signed)

(K. 2.)—Examination of Pattakalan Toopra.

Question. —Did you purchase of Coombra Moideen, for eight rupees,

Wattachee and her daughter Wallachee?

Answer.—One day in Karkadakam 986, Coomba Moideen brought Wattachee

and her daughter to me with Akoopai, and asked me if I would buy them; at this

time, Koteakaren Cunhy Paker came there, when Coomba Moideen again asked

us; we answered we would take them if they were his, and he would produce the

title deeds, and a sirkar writing when we purchase them in the regular manner;

Moideen said he would go and fetch the title deeds, and that we might keep them

until his return. Wattachee was then placed with Poker Welldchee ; her daughter

Ikept. About 15 days after, Moideen came and said, that the title deeds he had

lost; we then said, we did not want them. Poker then returned to Moideen

Wattachee, and I gave back to Moideen’s brother Wallachee; after this, I heard

that both had been given to Brown Sahib, this is all I did; I did not give a rupee

or make the purchase of them; I, Coomba Moideen and his brother Perry, have

accounts together.

Who took and gave Wattachee and her daughter to Mr, Brown?

I heard Kumba Moideen’s brother, Perry.

How did he give them?
ThatI do not know.

Who carried and actually delivered them to Brown Sahib?

That I do not know.
(signed)
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(K. 2.)—Examination of Kotlakaran Kunhy Poker, taken on the 13th
Makaram 987, or 27th January 1812, before the Magistrate, in the Zillah,
North Malabar.

Question.—Did you purchase from Kumba Moideen this Wattachee and her
daughter Wellachee?

Answer.—One day in the month of Karkadagom 987, Kumba Moideen brought
two Poolies, and offered to sell them to Pattookaren Tooper; at that time I arrived
there, when Tooper told me the aforesaid Moideen had brought two Poolies to sell,
and had kept them in his house; I told him, if he (Moideen) had brought Poolies
to sell, I would take one of them; he (Tooper) told me to purchase one; Ithen
told him, if Moideen would produce their jelm pramanum (title deeds), and a
writing from the kutcherry, authorizing him tosell them, I would purchase one

agreeable to the customs ; Moideen then said, that he would go and fetch their title
deeds, and requested us to keep them ; he then delivered Wattachy to me, and the
daughter Wellachy to Tooper, and he went away. Fifteen or sixteen days after-
wards, the aforesaid Moideen came and said, that he had lost their title deeds;
I then said, that I did not want them, and delivered back to Moideen Wattachy;
afterwards Tooper told me, that he had also given back the daughter to Parry; this
is what passed.

Who gave to Mr. Brown the Wattachy and her daughterWellachy?
I do not know who did; after I had delivered to Moideen, I saw themworking

amongst Brown Sahib’s Poolears.

Do you know whose Poolies Wattachy and her daughter Wellachee are?
T do not know; L have not heard.

Did either Moideen or his brother Perry, receive any money from Tooper,
Mr. Brown, or any other person?

I do not know; I never heard money had been received.

(signed)

(K. 2.)—Examination of Mahekaren Baba, taken on the 13th Makaram 987,
or 27th, before the Magistrate, in the Zillah, North Malabar.

Question.— Did you take Wattachee Pooly, and her daughter Wellachy,
from the house of Koemba Parrey, and gave them to Mr. Brown ?

Answer.—No, I did not take them from Koemba Parrey’s house; J do not re-
collect the month or the day; but one day in this year, 987, I saw Wattachee Pooly
and her daughter at my house; I asked them why they came there; they replied
that they had nothing to eat, and therefore they came there; that day I had a
Pootary (feast) in my house ; Kumba Moideen had came there also, and we all eat
rice, and stayed there that night; the next day when I went to work at Brown
Sahib’s house, the sahib told me, that he had heard that in Kumba Moideen’s house
there were one Adiaty and her daughter, and desired me to go and bring them, and
also Parrey; I immediately went and called Wattachee and her daughter Wellachy
and Parrey, and took them to Brown Sahib’s pandishalla, where they were placed
amongst the other Pooliars ; at that time Wellachee stated her grievances to Brown
Sahib, saying, that she had been stolen at night time, when Brown Sahib told her,
that when he, Moideen, came, he would make me amends, and desired her to stay
there until that time, and told Perry to go away; this is what passed.

In what employment are you under Mr. Brown?
I work at Brown Sahib’s pandishalla, and receive six rupees per month.

Did Mr. Brown receive any writing, or did he give any money for them?
No; he neither took a writing, nor did he give any money for them.

Then what is the reason that they were taken and kept by Mr. Brown?
I don’t know the reason; Brown Sahib desired me to go and bring them, there-

fore I went and brought them.
Did Mr. Brown take any writing either from Kumba Perry or Moideen, of

did he ever give any money to them on this account?
h [don't know; I never heard any writing was taken, or any money was given to
them, .

You
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You said that you took the aforesaid Wattachee, and her daughter Wella-
chee, to Mr. Brown, and left them there; afterwards,.did either Moideen
or Perry tell you any thing about this business?

No, they did not; but while I was working at Anjarakandy, people from the
court came, and took away the aforesaid two persons.

Do you know to whom this Wattachee and her daughter belong?
No, I do not.

Deponent, after the above is read, says as follows:

One day, Perry’s brother, Moideen, told me, that he had a Adear.and a child, and
that they had no means to live; do you ask Cheria Brown Sahib to employ them.
Moideen accordingly accompanied me at this time; the Sahib had gone out to
walk; on the Sahib’s return home to drink tea, I told Sahib Moideen had a slave
and her child in his possession, that he would place with him. The Sahib asked
Moideen if he would sell them; he said that he could not then; Cheria Brown
Sahib said, if he could not sell them, let them work there, and he would maintain
them; Moideen then said, that he would go and bring them, but he never returned.
Afterwards, when I met Moideen, I asked him why he had not brought to Anjara-
kandy the slaves he had promised; he said he had not brought them.

(signed.)

Examination of Wattachy before the Magistrate, 17th Danoo 987, (3oth De-
cember 1811); aged about 31.

Question.—Where is your country, what is your name and caste?
Answer.—Kaleachery, to the northward; my caste, Poolay, and name, Wat-

tachy.

How many years is it since you were brought away, and who is your tam-
buran (proprietor)?

I was brought here last Eddawam ; my tamburan is the rajah of Cherical.

How were you brought here?
I was at work in the field, where Kumba Moideen seized me and my child,

made us stay in a mopla’s shop at Madacara; the next day crossed the copa car
dana (ferry), and kept in his manjan parecay’s shop at night, where he got me
washed, and put a coopai on me, and then I was sold to a mopla, by name Poker,
of Anjarakandy; the Anjarakandy atchen, Mr. Brown, knowing of this, took me
forcibly away, and, taking off the coopai, placed me amongst his slaves.

(Translated.) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(K. 2.)—Examination of Poolian Wellayeri, Brother to Wattachy.

Question.—Do you know this Poelai Chermy Wattachy, and her child?
Answer.—Yes, I do; she is Wattachy, my eldest sister; the child is her daugh-

fer, and my niece, Wellachee. °

Where did they use to reside?
In the chala of my illakaron polabun at Irunevil.

Do you know how Wattachee and her child left that chala?
One day,inYedavom last, after they had gone out to work, I missed them, and

inquiring all about the country, but I could get no intimation where they had gone.

* Whose jelm property is Wattachee?
The Cherical rajah’s.

__ Besides the Cherical rajah, has any other person any title to this Chermee?
No other person. .

Who married her?
Kaly Vagner Pooliar.

Where is he now ?
ie was apprehended for a theft, and has been in prison for the last year and

a hail, .

For whom did Wattachee and her work?
Formerly F; k Moideen.138 y Ercoorkaren Moideen | Who
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Who placed her with that personr
Paran Chandoo.

What right had Paran Chandoo to do so?

He was the prowartikaran to the Cherical rajah.

Do you know this Kumba Moideen ?

No, I did not, until this inquiry took place. (signed.)

(K. 3.)—Zillah, North Malabar, (1.s.) Mr. Murdock Brown.

Whereas Rewa Werma, the Cherical rajah, has preferred a complaint by vakeel,

in pursuance cf the orders of the provincial court, that it was expedient that the

Cherical rajah should appoint a person to carry on the prosecution in his name and

in his behalf, against Coomba Maideen and his accomplices, in the theft of the

persons of Poolie Wattachee and her daughter Wellachee, claimed by the ‘said

Reewa Worma, rajah of Cherical, as his rightful jelm property; and whereas, in

the proceedings held before the magistrate, there are the strongest grounds to sup-

pose that the aforesaid Wattachee and her daughter Wellachee were stolen; and

whereas, in your communication dated the 4th January, in answer to the court's

requisition, dated the 27th December and 3d January, to produce anyevidence or

documents you might have to adduce in support of your claims on Wattachee and

her daughter Wellachee, together with other persons found on your plantation, who

had declared they had been kidnapped, it is set forth, that your right to them you

are perfectly prepared to support as soon as your property therein was impeached,

you are therefore now required to attend, in person or by vakeel, on or before

Monday the 3¢ February, before me, the magistrate of this Zillah, one of His

Majesty's justices, and one of the justices assigned by the government of Fort

St. George to keep the peace in the said Zillah, to account for the manner in which

Wattachee and daughter came into your possession, and to. make good your right

thereto.

Herein fail not. Dated this 31st day ofJanuary, a. p. 1812.

Zillah North Malabar. (signed) T. H. Baber, M. &J. P.

(K. 5.)—To the Jailcr.
o7th February 1812.

Whereas Comba Moideen has been convicted of stealing eight Poolies, and

sentenced to thirty stripes and six months imprisonment; Bawa Perry Toopara‘and

Komby Paker have been sentenced to three months imprisonment each, for being

accessoriesafterthe fact. You are therefore hereby required to carry the sentence

on the first, by inflicting on the bare back of the aforesaid Comba Moideen, in

front of the cutwall’s cutcherry, at twelve o’clock of each day, on the 29th February,

ist May, and ist July, ten stripes ata time, and afterwards confine him in irons

for the period of six months to be computed from this date; and that on the other

four persons, viz. Barry, Perry, Toopara, and Kumby Poker, by confining them

in irons in the common jail for three months, and then bring before me to be dis-

charged ; for which this shall be your warrant.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(L. 1.)—To the Magistrate, in the Zillah of North Malabar.

The law officer objecting to the legality of the Circar vakeel being appointed as pror

secutor, in cause N° 15, wherein three persons, inhabitants of Mahé and subjectsof

the government, are charged with being accessary to the kidnapping or theft, and

selling as slaves, of nine non-adults, said to be offree parents, natives of Travancore,

whilst it appears that these children have parents and other relatives now existing;
and the judge being further of opinion, that the case falls under the provisionsof

Regulation XI. a. p. 1809, whereby it is enacted, that the orders of government are

specially required to bring persons, subjects of the Honourable Company’s territories,

to trial for offences committed by them in the dominions ofa foreign state, which do

not appear to have been issued in the case in question, the court has declined pro-
ceeding to the trial of the case. ’
The judge deems it further ‘necessary to give it as his opinion, that on the evi-

dence, as it now stands, andfacts’stated, the conviction of the persons whom the
magistrate has brought forward, is abzolutcly hopeless, since even was. thefact of

¢
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the stealth of the children substantiated by legal evidence, it seems impossible to
prove, that the prisoners residing at Mahé could have been privy or accessary to
a crime committed in Travancore.

Should the magistrate, however, determine to refer the case for the orders of the
Honourable the Governor General in council, pursuant to the provisions of Regu-
lation XI. of 1809, above.quoted, he may still keep the parties held to bail, other-
wise he will be pleased to discharge them therefore.
Given under my hand and seal, at Tellicherry, this 22d day of Januarya.p.

1812.
(signed) W. Clephane, Third Judge.

(L. 2.)—To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

The.law officer objects to the right of the person whose name appears as prose-
cutor, in case N° 8, on the calendar, required from you to be acknowledged in that
capacity. He is of the Polian caste, and describes himself as a slave of Eleadutul
nambord, and consequently his children, the stealing of whom forms the grounds
of the charge against the prisoners, are the property of the said nambordy also.
The nambordry should have been called upon, and have had an option to pro-

secute the prisoners for stealing or unlawfully obtaining possession of his property
to-the three Poolian children in question; the judge desires that this may be done
without delay, and would suggest to the magistrate the examination of the person
mentioned in the declarations of the prisoners by the name of Ooacha Coorp, and
who thereby appears to have been an accessory, if not a principal, in the theft;
and should the result seem to render it expedient, include him in the charge.

Given under my hand and seal, this 2d day of January, a. p. 1812.

(signed) § H. Clephane, 3d Judge of C. W. D.

(L. 3.)—In pursuance of the exigence of the annexed precept, the magistrate
ordered the attendance of Eleaidatil namboory, but in consequence of his not being
found at his house, he fears it will be some days before he can appear. The judge
may; perhaps, think his presence now unnecessary, since it would not appear that
he had any claims on the children, who by the usages of North Malabar are the
property of the owner of their late mother. The magistrate questioned the father
of these children in this point, who stated that their mother was the property of
Hacapoorata Assins Karunan Ussen Markar; Hacapoorata Assen has come for-

ward, and laid claim'to these children, and produced the jelm pramanum of their
mother in support thereof; and in his deposition it would appear that he had remon-
strated with the prisoner for stealing and putting the koapaie on these children, and that
not succeeding in obtaining restoration, he had advised thefather to commence the
present ‘prosecution. The magistrate has also taken the examination of Oonicha
Koorup, who in his turn claims the jelm right of the mother, and by consequence
the children ; he does not deny that the children were first stolen by Patton Munoo
and Cunone Calender; but that afterwards he sold all three to Mangaden Pally,

for rupees twenty. The magistrate has in conseqnence included Ooniche Koorup
in the charge, and substituted Hacapoorata Assen Cooty as the prosecutor in the

room of the father of the stolen childen; the magistrate herewith sends up his

further proceedings, and if the judge thinks it still necessary; he will use all

practicable dispatch in causingthe attendance of the Elleasdada namboory.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 4th day of January, a. D.

1812.
(signed) 7. H. Baber.

(L. 4.)—To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

The judge of sessions has received the return ofthe magistrate to his precept on

the subject of Case VIII. on the present calendar.
From what is therein stated, it would appear that the attendance ofElleadata

nambory is unnecessary; still there appears much confusion and perplexity in re-

gard to the ascertainment, of whether the mopila Hyeporata chiria assen Cotyon

Oonich Caoroop is the proprietor of the three Poolianchildren. The magistrate

will therefore call on Oonicha Cooroop to produce the deed of sale which he asserts

was passed to him by the mopilla Mangudawutte ootan in 978, or any other evi-

dence he may have of the children being his property. The magistrate will also
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confront the two claimants, and record the observations they may have to offer on

the claim set up by each respectively.
A’person named Manguden Patty is ascertained by two of the prisoners, and also

implicated in the declaration of the Oonicha Cooroop, as having been an accessory

both before and after the fact, in the theft of the Poolian children. The magis-

trate is required to state whether he has been examined in the case, and why he

is not included in the charge.

Given under my hand and seal, at Tellicherry, this 17th January, A. D. 1812.

(signed) § H. Clephane, 3d Judge.

(L. 5.)—In pursuance of the exigence of the annexed precept, the magistrate
called upon Oonicha Cooroop for the deed of sale passed to him by Ootan Pakroo
in 978, which he accordingly produced, and which was shewn to theMopilla Haya-

porata Chirria Oossen Cooty, and their separate observations, and the depositions
of their respective evidences recorded, all of which documents are herewith for-

warded. MungadanPally has not been examined in this case for the same reason,

that the magistrate did not take the deposition of Oonicha Cooroop, viz. that those

two persons were called by the three first prisoners as their witnesses, to prove that

they did not commit the theft with which the prosecutor had charged them, but that
Oonicha Cooroop had sold those children to Manguden Pally, and the latter had

sent the two first prisoners with Oonicha Cooroop to receive charge of the

children from the Cooroop, and had also sent by the third prisoner the children to

Cannanore for sale. What was set forth on the prisoner’s depositions, did not

appear to the magistrate in the light of an implication; and in regard to the decla-

ration of Oonicha Cooroop, ‘that document was taken after the magistrate had. sent

his proceedings to the Court of Sessions. If, however, the judge is of opinion there
are sufficient grounds in those depositions to found a charge against Manguden
Pally, of acting and abetting in the crime committed by the other prisoners, the

magistrate will proceed against that person accordingly.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 2oth day of January

Au D. 1812. (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(L. 6)
Let the prosecutor and witnesses. be

released from their recognizances. Have been released.
The prisoners Oonicha Cooroop, Koo-

vian Caiender, Pallen Munnoo, Irain
Moideen, and Kununporate Pairoo Cooty,
may be delivered up to their bail; Man- Have been delivered to their bail.
gaden Pally, who has been arraigned and
tried with the others, may be admitted
to bail; and the following prisoners, who
were not tried, as the prosecutor pre-
ferred no charge against them, may be
released from their bail and discharged,
viz. Pally and Massa Chuoonen, Cuntry
Parce, and Awenande cuntry Pukur. Have been released.

(signed) H., Clephane, 3d Judge.

21st January 1812. (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(L. 7.)—To the Judge of Quarterly Sessions.

Previous to releasing the prosecutor and witness, as directed by the judge. in his
memorandum of this day’s date in Case No. VIIi. the magistrate requests hewill
be pleased to inform him, whether the children stated to have been stolen, and to
have had the mopla koopai put on them, are to be restored to the persons on whom
they were found, or delivered to their father.

Givea. under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 21st day of January,

A.D. 1512, (signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.
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(L. 8.)—To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

In reply to his reference of the 21st, the magistrate is directed to deliver over the
three Poolee children to Hyeprate Cheria Assen Cooty, the prosecutor in case,
No, 8. and who, as far as yet appears, is their iremine, or proprietor.

Given under my hand and seal, at Tellicherry, this twenty-second day of January,
anno Domini, One thousand eight hundred and twelve.

(signed) § EH. Clephane, Third Judge.

BE it known, That the three children referred to in the annexed precept, have
been delivered to Hayaporata Cherria Assen Coaty.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 22d day of January, anno
Domini, 1812. . .(signed) I. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(M.)—The complaint of Katoti Changara, Ooni Tire, inhabitants of Cunnady
Parrum Hoebely, in the Cherricul Talook, dated 3 k. Koombhan 987.
On the 22d of Maharom last, while I, with others, went to the ulsohum(fair),

at the Canady Parrum Pagoda, two tonies (boats) were brought and stopped at
a place where it is not usual for boats to be tied, when the people therein landed
and went and stole from me my adunma, Chonanchee, her son Marieton, and two
small children; a Poolian, who saw this, came immediately and told me of it; and
when I made inquiry, I received information that the Mookestan, Pany Sooby, his
nephew, Plera Packey Minichan, Moodeen, Veeran, from Cannanee, Cotan,
Tarueeya, and Maivla, Kooran, were the persons who stole and carried them off;
on this I wrote to the maokistanmar of Munioor Tura. I pray therefore that my
complaints may be redressed.

Sworn to before me, (signed) TT. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Translated by T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(N.)—Information of prosecutor, Chakara Khanhan Kindoo, of Polean caste,
35 years of age, adean of Namboodry, inhabitant of Cherical Talook Kalliacherry
Babilly Tenety Panah, given before the Magistrate of Zillah North Malabar, on the
23d Tulam 987, or 8th November 1811.
One day, in the month of Markarum 986, the date of the month I do not know,

my daughters Parray, Kantraty and Wattachy, were missing; a search was made
in several places for them, but they were not to be found. One day, in this
month, I saw my eldest daughter, Parray, with a koopayom on her at Pallakandy
Moossar’s house. I asked Parray where her two younger sisters were? She told
me, that Kooman Kallenden and Pallen Menoo had seized and carried them away,
and sold them to Aymon Moidpen and Koonomporatoo Packrao Cootly, and she
was left by them at Pallakandy Moossar’s house; that her two younger sisters were
purchased afterwards by Chenkunom Cuntry Parry, and Anaram Cuntry Paiky, who
had put the koopay on them, and they were then living with them. I then went to the
cutwal’s cutcherry, informed ‘the circumstance to the cutwal, who sent for ‘the
aforesaid Pallekandy Moossa, and examined him, who said, that Ayom Maideen
and Koonampaatoo Packroo Cootly had given them to him ; therefore I prefer a
complaint against Kunnom Kallenden and Pooliam Mamy, for stealing and selling
my three daughters; and against Aymon Moideen Koonomporatoo, Packroo Pal-
lickandy, Moossa Cherckoonom, Cuntry Parriey, and Kemhy Packey, the ‘brothers

of Awaran, for purchasing them.
(signed.)

The Court of Sessions having objected to the right of the father of the three
kidnapped children to appear as prosecutor, because a Poolian (slave), took the
following deposition of their proprietar, when they are adults.

"To Thomas H. Baber, Esq. Magistrate‘in the Zillah, North Malabar.

The complaint ofWarpoorate Chieria Assen Cootly, Massulman Mopla, nephew

of Hussen Marear, aged 26 years, vakeel in ‘the Provincial Court, inhabitant of

Jeoonaad Taloak Tillicherry, Hobilly Hadeeagata Tara.
It having come to my knowledge that Chenicherry, Onicha Cooraap, Mangada-

Wata, Angadi, Kire, Pally, Hillata, Mamod, Canoocarm Pairoo, Cootly, Coomom
125, Callenden

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

nee)



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

~~ ——_

676 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

Callenden Aymon, Moideen of Cherical, Talook, Halliasherry Hobelly and Tarva

had stolen and carried off three Poolee children, viz. Panny Cunhatly and Watta-

chee, who had devolved to me in right of my Hoossen Marear (having purchased

the jelm right) and sold them to two moplas at Cananore, who had made proselytes

of them, and put coopayums on them ; I wrote to them that they had no right to
them, and that I would complain against them; that having received no answer,

1 sent for Chakara Cankan, the father of the children (Adean of Elleadata Tiroombu)

with whom they lived, and from whom they were stolen away, and told himI

would make a complaint against him, because his children, my jelm property, had

been seized and sold, if he did not prefer one, and get the children restored to me;

he accordingly lodged a complaint in the magistrate’s court, against the aforesaid

Moplas of Cannanore, who were examined and committed for trial ; but now, under-

standing that it has been required that the proprietor should come and prosecute
them, I pray you will be pleased to send for the aforesaid persons who seized and

sold my adiers, and proselyted them, and order their restoration to me, as also to cause

the offenders to be brought to condign punishment. Dated the 11th Danoo 987.

(signed.)

Translated, 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

The other prisoners say 40 rupees, and they sold all their assain for 58 rupees,

Deposition of first prisoner, Chenicherry Oonicha Cooroop, aged 68 yeary
saboaren by profession, nephew of Hindoo Ooninoroo of Cherekal Taloak Kallia-

cherry Hobilly, Arrolly Turah, taken on the 26th Danoo 987, or January 2d, 1812,

before the magistrate of Zillah, North Malabar.

In the year 978, I bought of Mangadote Uttan Packroo, mopla, the jelm right

of PoolePoongory and three daughters; I received from him the deed of sale on

my paying for the same, and kept them in my paddikeel. In 984, the said poongay

died, and the aforesaid three children continued serving me; they lived in the same

paddikeel, and I paid them their expenses. In the month of Maharum 986,

Poongor’s husband, Chakarakarrharr came and told me that Wallan Mamoo and

Koonen Callenden had come and taken away these three children, saying they were

Palangoden Ramen’s Adiers, on which I followed them, when Mangaden Pally said,

that it was pursuant to Pallangaddon Ramain’s desire, that he had seized and taken

away these children; when I said, these children were not Pattangaden Ramin’s

jelm -property, that they were mine; that the pramanum was in my possession,

which I produced, and thereby convinced Pallangadden Chandoo Ramin and the

others that they were not Palangadden’s jelm property; at this time Moongadden

Pally asked me, whether I would give them to him to work in his paddy field, when

I said, if he wanted them I would give them to him, as T was in want of money, and

accordingly gave the afore-mentioned three children, Parray, Kanhaty, and Watta-

chee, to the above-mentioned Pally, passing a pramanum for the same, and received

from him 20 rupees. I desired, at the same time, Pally not to take them out of the

country, but to employ them in their place of nativity ; the reason of mydisposing

of the said children was, that I had no means whatever to pay the neggady, where-

fore I sold them for so low a price. Palakul Chatoo and Melliotoo Edatil Oonama

Nambiar know of my having purchased them, and Eddawan Chandoo and Coliatoor

Kamaroo know of my having sold them. This is all what passed.

You have said that you gave Pally these children for 20 rupees, did you tell
the father of the children (Kanhan) of it?

I told him of it after I had given them to Pally.

How old were those children when you gave them to Pally Mopla?
One was between fifteen and sixteen years old, the other between eleven and

‘twelve years, and the other between eight and nine years.

Is it or is not a grievance to the father of these children to take them outof:

the country?
Yes ; it was-a grievance taking his children out of the country. I therefore de-

sired they might not be taken out of the country.

Is it customary to dispose of children who are not able to work, and not

more than twelve? ,
My necessities compelled me to dispose of them, otherwise I would not have

done so. (signed)
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Examination of second prisoner, Kunnun Kallenden, taken on the 7th Wres-
chegun 987, or December 21st, 1811.

Question.—You have heard read the complaint preferred against you by
the complainant; did you, in the manner set forth therein, in the
month of Makarum 986, seize and sell his three young daughters?

Answer.—Mangadden Pally sent me and Pallen Many with Charicherry Oonicha
Cooroop, and desired us to bring the Pooliars that Oonicha Cooroop would deliver
to us.» We both went with Oonicha Cooroop, and he delivered to us this com-

plainant’s three daughters, Parray, Wattachee, and Kanhatty. We took the

aforesaid three Poolia children, and delivered them to Mangadden Pally; be-

sides this, I never seized or sold any of the Pooliar’s children.

(signed)

Examination of third prisoner, Pallean Mamy, taken on the 7th Wreschegurm
987, or 21st November 1811.

Question.—You have heard read the complaints preferred against you by
the complainant; did you, in the manner set forth therein, in the month
of Makarum 986, seize these three Poolia children, andsell them to
Aymon Moideen and Kannom Paratoo Pakrookootty?

Answer.—I think it was in the 4th Makarum 986, that Mangadden Pally sent
me and Kunnom.Kallenden with Chenicherry Oonicha Coorvop, and desired us to
bring the Poolia children that Oonicha Cooroop would deliver to us. We went
with Oonicha Cooroop; and when we arrived at Arolly, the aforesaid Oonicha

Cooroop delivered to us from Ettatooritty the three daughters of this prosecutor,
- named Parray Wattachee and Kanhaty; then we took and delivered them to
Mangadeen Pally. Besides this, I never seized any Poolia children, nor have

Isold any of them; I don’t know to whom afterwards Mangadden Pally sold
them.

What time was it that you brought away the aforesaid children?
It was in the day time, at mid-day, that Oonicha Cooroop deliveréd them to us;

at that time we delivered them to Pally.

Have you any witness you wish to be called regarding this business?

Yes, I have Pangan Kallenden, Manaden Kimtry Amen, Paramben Moidien.

When you brought these children, was their father, this prosecutor,

present?
No; the prosecutor was not there.

Is the above written agreeable to what you have deposed, or is there any

difference ?
It is as I have deposed, and there is no difference.

(signed)

Examination of fourth prisoner, Aymon Merideen, taken on the 7th Wreschi-

gurn 987, or November 21st, 1811.

Question.—Did you buy the three Poolia children of this prosecutor, brought

by. Kunnom Callenden and Paleam Manny?

Answer.-Kunnom Callenden and Palean Manny neither brought to me any

Poolia children, nor have I purchased any from them. In 986, one day in the

month of Makarum or Kumborn, which I am not certain of, Mangadden Pally

purchased from Chenicherry Oonicha Cooroop the three daughters of this prose-

cutor, for 40 rupees, in the presence of the mookustiamnar of that deshum, and in

the presence of Examballa Chandas, and Keeroop, passeda title deed before the

aforesaid people to Pally, the children being his own jelmproperty. I being there

at the time, Pally told me to take with me these three children to Cananore to sell

them there, and to give him the money. I told him, if he would give me an

order and the children, that I would sell them for him, and would deliver him the

Money. Pally then went to Tattaramtatoo, to the darogah’s choway, and got an

order from the darogah, which he delivered to me, as also the children, and desired

me to shew it to the cutwal of Cananore. [I took the said order, and shewed it to

the cutwal Pootionta Comapen Nair, who gave me his permission to sell rr
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Fort St. George I sold Paray to Pallakamey Moossa for 30 rupees; Wattachy, to Coontry Parry,

"Papers: for 15 rupees; and Kantrally, to Coontry Packy, for 13 rupees; makinga total of

State of Slavery 58 rupees, which, when I took and delivered to the aforesaid Pally, he gave me

in Company’ § rupees. This is what passed.
Territories.

— What right had you to receive the aforesaid children from Palley and sell

them for him, and thus give your agency in such a business?

Because I was present when Palley purchased them. He told me to take and

sell them for him, and I thought I could get something for my trouble, I therefore took
and sold them.

Is the above written agreeable to what you deposed, or is there any
difference?

There is no difference, it is as I have deposed.
Have you any witnesses you wish to be called?

Yes, Chenicherry Kairapen and Pattookaran Moossa.
(signed)

Examination of 5th prisoner, Koonampoorrata Packrookooty, taken on the
17th Wreschigum 987, or November 21st, 1811.

Question.—You have heard read the complaint preferred against you by the
complainant Chakara Kamham ; did you and Ayumon Moideen together,
in the manner set forth therein, seize and sell his three daughters to
Pallakandy Moossa Cherakumom, Coontry Parry and Awaralela Kemtry
Packy ?

Answer.—I think one day in the month of Makarum 986, the date of the month
I don’t know, at four o’clock in the evening, Mangadden Pally sent for me and
Aymon Moideen, and told us to take with us the order of the Kololanaad darogah,

which he delivered to us, and the three Poolia children (girls) belonging to this

prosecutor, viz. Parray Wattachy and Kantratty to Cananora, and to inform the

Cananore cutwall to sell them at Cananore, and to deliver him the money ; when

he said this to us, we three together took them to Cananore, and shewed the order to

Comapen Sherestidar, who was then the cuterate of Cananore, and informed him of

the circumstance. He gave us his permission to sell them; we accordingly sold the

Parray girl to Pallakandy Moossa for 30 rupees, Wattachy girl to Chenkoonom
Cuntry Parray for 15 rupees, and Kantatty to Awarally Cuntry Packy for

13 rupees, making altogether 58 rupees, when we both together took the rupees and

delivered the amount to Pally; he gave us six rupees for our trouble.

What right had you to take and sell these children, and to receive money for
them?

Pally purchased for 40 rupees the three children belonging to this prosecutor,

from Chemcherry Oonicha Cooroop, who passed a selm pramanum (title deed) in

the presence of the Mookrestanmow and Cranbatta Chandoo; we were there at

that time, Pally gave the order of the darogah, and desired us tu take and sell them,

thinking we should get something for our labour if we sold them.

Have you any witness you wish to be called regarding this business?
Yes, Kaykadden Dayrapen and Kollookaren Moossanoo.

You said that you had an order from the darogah; where is that order?
I delivered it to the Cananore cutwal.

Is the above written agreeable to what you have deposed, or is there any
difference ¢

It is as I have deposed, there is no difference.
(signed)

Examination of 6th Prisoner, Pally Kandy Mooss, taken on the 23d Tullam 987,

or November 7th, 1811.

Question.—Who is the father of these three children that are now before you?

§ Answer—I don’t know who is their father; I heard that the prosecutor is their

ather.
What ground has this prosecutor for saying that he had seen his children at

Pallakandy Cheguen’s house after he had missed them ?
Because these three children were seen at my house; Chegerun is my eldest

brother; Iam the person who purchased them. of



 

OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 679

Of whom and when did you buy them?
I bought them from Ayonom Moideen and Koonompoorata Packrookoolty, in

the month of Mudoonum 986.

How did you buy them?
The eldest I purchased for 30 rupees, and the other Awillila Cuntry Packy

purchased ; I don’t know the name of the person who purchased the other one.

Did you inquire when you purchased the girl to whom she belonged; and
was she sold by the consent of her father and mother?

The person who sold her to me, told me that he had purchased her after he had
obtained his consent, and if I wanted to buy her, to report it to the cutwal Cutcherry,
I accordingly informed the cutwal Cutcherry and paid her price.

What month, and before what cutwall was it that you purchased her?
I purchased her when Pooliorlakamapen was cutwall; I think it was in the month.

of Mudoonum.

When you purchased this girl, had she then the coopayum on her?
No, she had no coopayum on her.

Then who is the person that put on her the coopayum?
I neither put it on her, nor did I give her the coopayum ; she will say who put

on her the coopayum.

After you purchased her where did you keep her?.
I kept her in my own house.

Have you any witness regarding this business ?
Yes, Tavonway Moopendde Kadry Velly Paramby Mamy, Kandattah Cuntry

Parrela and Pooltan Poorail Moideen. -
(signed)

Examination of 7th Prisoner, Cherekunom Cuntry Parry, taken on the
7th Wreschigum 987, or November 21st, 1811.

Question.—You have heard read the complaint preferred against you by the
prosecutor, Chakara Kanhan, did you, in the. manner set. forth therein,
purchase his daughter Wallachy and put on the coopayum ?

Answer.—One day in the month of Koombum 986, the date of the month I am
not certain of, Aymon Moideen and Packroo Coolty together, brought ‘a Poolie girl
by the name of Wallachy, at day-time, about three o'clock, to sell; I told them if the
cutwal was made acquainted with it I would buy her; then I went and informed
Komapah Sheristidar,. who was the cutwal ; he gave me his permission to buy her,
therefore I gave for the aforesaid Wallachy 15 rupees to Aymom Moideen, and
thus purchased her ; afterwards, the next day, finding I did not require her, 1-sold
her to Moideen Adjee for 15 rupees; this is what has passed.

Do you know to whom Poolie Wallachy belongs?
Moideen told me he had purchased her from Mangoden Pally.

Have you any witness you wish to be called regarding this business?
Yes, Wallapil Moideen Cootty, and nobody else.

Is the above what you have deposed,oris there any difference?
It is what I have deposed, and there is no difference. .

(signed)

Examination of 8th prisoner, Awerallila Cuntry Parky, taken on the 7th
Wreschigum 987, or 21st November 1811.

You have heard read’ the complaint preferred against you by the Poorchakara
Canhan; did you, in the manner set forth therein, purchase his daughter
Kantraty, and put on the mopla coopayum ? . j

In the year 980, one day in Kumbon or Meenom, which I am not certain of,
oideen brought a Poolie girl at mid-day, with coopayum put on her, for sale;

Tasked him if he would sell her to me, that I would buy her, but previous to my
buyi:g her, that I must acquaint the cutwal Pooliarta Comapen Shuntidar, who was
then acting at Canariore, and who gave me his permission to buy her; I then bought
er‘for 13 rupees from AymonMorden, and while she was being in my house,
olia Peans came and took her away.
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Did you ask Moideen from whence he had got her?
No, I did not.

Witnesses, Conjoo Nacquen, Pelloopellay.

Memorandum.—The prisoner is blind ; he has not therefore fixed his signature on
this examination.

Examination of 7th witness, Poolian Chakaro Canhan, taken on the 21st
Danoo 987, or January 3d, 1812.

You havepreferred a complaint against some moplas, for having seized and
taken away your three children; state to whom the children and their mother
belong f

They are all the jelm property of Hoossen Markar Mopla, the uncle Vayapoorate
Assen Cootty.

In your country, if a Pooliar marries a Poolee, and has children by her, who
will have a right to the children?

The children will belong to the mother, and if the mother dies, they will belong to
the father.

You have stated, that some Moplas seized and took away the children; in
whose possession were they when they were seized?

I married the mother of the children; since which time I maintained the mother
and the children she brought me. It is three years since the mother died, and the
children were with me till the day they were seized.

(signed)

Examination of 2d witness, Parry, taken on the 23d Jullam 987, or 7th
November 1811.

Who is your father?
My father is this prosecutor.

How many months is it now since you left your father?
I don’t know how many months it is.

In what manner did you leave your father?
Moplas seized and took me away; Koonom Kallendea.

What are the names of those Moplas ?
Pallem and Mosmoe.

Was it in the night or at day-time, they seized and took you away ?
It was in the day-time I was seized at Kapoid, when I went to dig karika (a sort

of yam.)

Was there anybody else with you?
We were three or four children together; at that time the Moplas came, seized me

and my younger sister; the other children and my youngest sister ran and went to
their houses; the moplas followed them, but they only seized and brought my
youngest sister.

Did you cry out at that time, or not?
When we made a noise the Moplas beat us.

Who was the person that put on you coopayum?
After I staid at Moossa’s house two or three days, women gave me a coopayum,

which I put on,

Who put the coopayum on your two sisters?
I don’t know.

What is the reason that you did not return to your father?
Because I did not know the road.

Where do you now wish to go?
I wish to go with my father. (signed)

N. B.—The other two children are to be examined on oath.

(signed) TT. H. Baber, Magistrate.
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(P..1.)--Extract of a Letter from W. G. Farmer, dated 19th January 1794.

On reference to Mr. Duncan’s paper of observations, I find the following clause

in the Goth section in regard to the stealing of children or other persons.

As far as I have been able to trace the laws which are provided against this crime

by the Mahommedan code, they are as follow :—

ist.—From the book called Room Ultalabum (as pointed out by the Cauzee of

Calicut), if any one hath from a place of security stolen away a slave; who is not

capable to discriminate, and is young and a stranger, or from another land, such

thief’s hand shall be cut off, and the same also, if the party stolen be capable of

discrimination, but inebriated or asleep, taken by compulsion.

od,—If any one steal a few child, his hand is to be cut off, which is the ordina-

tion for such thefts or stealing committed from a place of security, and that term is

taken for a house and the like.

From these premises, I cannot but be clearly of opinion, and therefore recommend

it to you, to cause the darogha to revise this trial, and to take some more substantial

evidence than has been already adduced, to ascertain the fact; at all events, I could

not confirm so lenient a sentence, from the commission of so heinous a crime, and

the more particularly, as it should be an object with us to make severe examples of

the perpetrators of such inhuman acts, in order to check as speedily and effectually

as possible, a disgraceful practice which we know to have so long prevailed in this

country (signed) W. G. Farmer.

(P. 2.)—Received the following Letter from Mr. Farmer.

Sir :—I now return the two persons sent by you from Tellicherry, charged with

decoying children, and selling them for slaves; they have been found guilty in the

Adawlut, and are recommended to be sent to Bombay, from thence to the Anda-

mans; you will therefore please, after flogging them through your bazaar, and making

their crime and sentence known, to send them to Bombay, with the accompanying

letter relating to them. Iam, Sir, your most obedient servant,

Calicut, 20 April 1793. (signed) W.G. Farmer.

(P. 3.)—Extracts from the Commissioners Proceedings.

To Robert Taylor, Esq. Chief Factor of Tellicherry.

Sir :— Finding it asserted by Shamnauth, the principal curegur of the Zamorin,

that the practice of shipping kidnapped and other natives as slaves, from the several

ports on this coast, is still more or less continued, not excepting even Tellicherry,

and notwithstanding the various prohibitions which have been issued against a
practice so nefarious, and so destructive and inhuman in whatever light considered.

We do therefore (without determining whether or not Shamnauth’s belief and con-

sequent report be well or ill founded, though trusting in the latter conclusion, as far

as regards your settlement) think it our duty to require your most unremitted atten-
tion to prevent any such transactions in time to come ; for your guidance, in

respect to which you shall shortly be furnished with our more explicit and detailed

instructions.
We are, &c.

(signed) Jonathan Duncan. Charles Boddam.
William Page.

To Jonathan Duncan, E'sq. and Commissioners for inspecting and regulating

the Province of Malabar.

Gentlemen :—Although we make no doubt that attempts have been made, and

will continue to be made, to kidnap and enslave the natives, yet we beg leave to

assure you, that we know of no late instance here, and that the utmost care has been

taken on our part to prevent such practices at Tellicherry; where such have been

detected, the offender has been constantly punished, and the party enslaved restored

to their friends, where it has been practicable. | We have sometimes had occasion,

and with success, to apply to the presidency, whither children who were kidhapped

had been sent, and have also returned to Calicut persons accused of this practice,

who came up from the southward.
_ We beg leave to assure you, that bearing the greatest indignation against such

inhumanity, we shall be very vigilant to prevent its being practised here.

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants,

(signed) — Robert Taylor. Samuel Ince.
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Fort St.George — (P, 4.) To Christopher Piele, Esq. Acting Superintendent of Northern Division.
P t . : : .

State of Slavery Sir :—We transmit for your notice, the inclosed extracts on the subject of the
in Company's _ Slave trade, which will ofcourse continue to be the rule of your guidance in estimating
Territories. - the necessity of keeping this traffic under, by all possible means.

Weare, Sir, your most obedient servants,
(signed) James Revett. Robert Rickards.

Mahé, 27th March 1797. Thomas Wilkinson.

Extract of a Letter from the Government Secretary, dated 14th March 1797.

2d.—On the subject of third paragraph, you are directed to continue to pay the
strictest attention to maintain the abolition of the export trade in slaves.

Extract from Honourable Company's Commands to the Honourable the.
President and Council of Bombay; dated 5th of August 1796.

3.—We are pleased to find, that from the measures pursued by the Malabar
Commissioners, so much to their honour, and the orders issued in consequence
thereof, an entire stop has been put to this inhuman traffic in the province of
Malabar.

(True extracts.) (signed) R. Rickards, Secretary.

(2.)—First Sessions 1808, N° 30, on the Calandar Zillah, Tellicherry.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar.

At a Court of Circuit held at Tellicherry, in the first sessions of the year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, Kodulum Uhmed was tried for stealing a child,
and being convicted of the same, has received sentence of imprisonment to hard
labour in irons, for the term of three years, and fo receive twenty-four stripes with
a rattan.
Now it is hereby ordered, that execution of the said sentence be had done, by

keeping the said Kodulum Uhmed imprisoned to hard labour, in irons, for the
period of three yeats, computed from the date of his arrest, and by inflicting on him
twenty-four stripes with a rattan; and for so doing, this shall be your warrant.

Given under my hand and seal, this third day of May, in the year 1808.

(signed) J. Strachey, Judge on Circuit, p. mu.

Be it known, that twelve lashes were inflicted on the prisoner on the 3d of May,
and part of the twenty-four to which he was adjudged by order of the judge on cir-
cuit, conveyed at the time to the acting magistrate; the remaining twelve have this
day been inflicted. (signed) H. Clephane, Magistrate.

gth August 1808.
_ Be it known, that the prisoner Kodolum Uhmed has this day been set at liberty,

his sentence to imprisonment having then expired.
Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 29th day of December,

A. D. 1810, (signed) I. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(R. 1.)—To John Spencer, Esq. President, and Commissioners for executing
the office of Supervisor.

Gentlemen :—A complaint in regard to a slave having been brought before me,
and as there are no specific regulations laid down to enable me to form a judgment,
I beg leave to submit the circumstances for your opinion.

Mr. Edward Robinson, a settler at Calicut, claims as a slave, a Teah boy, who
is entered as a drummer in the Teah corps here. The boy says that he was stolen
at the age of six years, by some moplas, and brought into Tellicherry, and sold to
a serjeant belonging to a native battalion, whose name it appears was Fife. This
person shortly after went to Bombay, and took the boy with ‘him; that shortly
before, the serjeant, Ryan, who was lately a conductor of stores in the service, and
who between two and three years ago sent the boy down as an attendant upon @
daughter of his, who was to remain under the care of Mr. Robinson, at Calicut,
from whence about two years ago the boy absconded, {as he says, on account of
ill-treatment), and came to the northward, and met with some relations who recog-
nized him, and with whom he had lived ever since.” Mr. Robinson’s account per
fectly agrees with what the boy says, as to his having been bought at Tellicherry,
and the mode in which he came into his possession. Ih

ave



 

OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 683

[have made inquiry regarding the regulations that existed in Tellicherry during
the time of the chief and factors, relative to the purchase of slaves, and find, that it
was a standing order, that no person could buy or transfer a slave without the
parties coming before the chief, and proving how the vender became possessed ofthe

slave; if the proofs were satisfactory, the sale was registered, otherwise the slave was
liberated. I also find a letter from the government of Bombay to the chief and
factors, on this subject, of which I inclose you an extract, and beg at the same
time to inform -you, that I have examined the Register of Slaves from the years
1779 to 1792, but cannot find any registry of the slave in question; I therefore
beg to be favoured with your orders on the subject, for my guidance.

Tam, gentleman, your most obedient servant,
(signed) James Stevens, Northern Superintendent.

Tellicherry, Sth July 1799.

(R. 2.)—Received the following Letter from Mr. Clephane, Secretary to the
Commissioners.

To James Stevens, Esq. Northera Superintendent.

Sir:—I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 8th instant,

stating, that the case of the boy claimed by Mr. Robinson, on the footing of
being his slave.
The right of the regulation respecting registering slaves, for which you have

produced the orders of government, addressed to the chief and factors of Tellicherry,
does undoubtedly cancel any claims that Mr. Robinson may have possessed to the

boy'in question, exclusive of which, the commissioners observe, by a voucher, the

general report being a letter from the chief and factor of Tellickerry, in consequence
of a reference having been made to them on the subject of the practice which was
said to prevail even in Tellicherry, of kidnapping children for the purpose of selling

them as slaves, wherein they declare that the utmost vigilance and pains have
been constantly exerted by them to put a stop to so nefarious a practice ; and that

they iad in numerous instances been successful in discovering persons in a state of

slavery, who had been kidnapped and sold even as far as Bombay, and had the

satisfaction of returning them to their families.

As the subject of your reference is a case exactly in point with the declared
practice in Tellicherry, even when we had no political interest in the welfare of the

country. ‘The Commissioners would have, independent of the first stated reason,
without hesitation, have directed the emancipation of the boy in question; after

which it is highly necessary for them to repeat their request, that it may take place

accordingly.
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,

(signed) H. Clephane, Acting Secretary.
Calicut, gth July 1799.

Certificate given to Chama Teah, of his Freedom.

This is to certify, That the bearer hereof, Chama Teah, was, about ten years

ago kidnapped from his parents in Pynaud, and brought to Tellicherry, where he
was illegally sold to a person by the name of Fife; that the same having been made
known to the commissioners for conducting the office of supervisor and chief ma-

gistrate of the province of Malabar, they have given orders to emancipate him ;

therefore hereby declare the said Chama, now a drummer in the Teah battalion, to

be perfectly free, and that no person has any right or title to claim him asa slave.

Given under my hand and seal, at Tellicherry, this 1 1th day of July 1799.

(signed) James Stevens, Northern Superintendent.

(R. 4.)—Wrote the following Letter to Mr. Robinson.

Mr. Edward Robinson,
Sir:—I have received your letter of this day, in reply to which I have to inform

you, that independent of the boy you claim, having been kidnapped from his

parents, he was sold in Tellicherry without having been carried before the chief, and

the sale of hin being registered in the secretary's office of Tellicherry, agreeable to
the orders of the Honourable the Governor in council of Bombay, and consequently

that'the saleis illegal, and that I have, in pursuance of the orders of the commis-

sioners for conducting the office of supervisor and chief magistrate of the.province
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of Malabar, emancipated the boy in question, and given him ‘a certificate of his

freedom, under my official seal and signature, of which I hereby give you notice,

and warn you, at your peril, from giving him any molestation.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,

James Stevens, Northern Superintendent,

(R. 5.)—To James Stevens, Lsquire. -

Sir :—In answer to the commissioner’s letter, bearing date the gth instant, I have

to inform you, that the slave boy which I have claimed is regularly registered in the

office of Bombay; this certificate T have not got at present, but can procure it by

writing to Bombay, and by no means can think of giving up the claim I have on

the boy in question, and by his own acknowledgment he is not an inhabitant of

Tellicherry, and has been a slave since the year 88 or go.

{ am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed)  E. Robinson.

(True copies.) (signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate, Western Division.

Tellicherry, July 1799.

N® 39 on Calendar, first Sessions 1808.

To the Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.

Whereas at a court of circuit, held at Tellicherry, before the late John Strachey,
Esq. second judge on circuit, on Wednesday, the sixth, and continued by adjoum-
ment to Thursday, the seventh day of the month of April, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and eight, Pooleun Perum, Pooleun Parean, and
Pooleun Wyambrun, were severally tried on an indictment for the murder of
Powalee, husband of the prosecutrix, Poolean; and whereas on Thursday, the

twenty-second day of the month of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and eight, the aforesaid Pooleun Perun, Pooleun Parian, and Pooleun
Wyambrun, were by the court of Foujdarry Udawlut, ‘severally convicted of the
charge aforesaid, and under a fetwa of Deguti Moghuttuzut and Ookoobut, sen-
‘tenced to suffer death. Now, in virtue of authority to me directed, it is hereby
ordered, that so soon as you shall receive this warrant, or as soon after as conve-
niently may be, execution of the aforesaid sentence be made and done by hanging
the aforesaid convicts, Pooleam Perun, Pooleun Peram, and Pooleun Wyambrun,

each and every one by the neck, until he be dead, at the usual time and place of

execution, and that you do return to me, attested by your official seal and signature,

certifying the manner in which the said sentence shall have been executed, as com-
‘manded by section 13 of regulation 8, a. p. 1812. Heereia fail not.

Given under my hand and seal, this ninth day of the month of January, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nine.

(signed) B. Hodgson, Third Judge of Circuit, W. D.

Be it known, that the sentence of death passed on the prisoners, Pooleun Perun,
Parean, and Wyambrun, was this day carried into execution.

Given under. my hand, and the seal of the court, this eleventh day of January,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nine.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

To the Third Judge Court of Circuit, Western Division.
Sir:—I have the honour to report, that in pursuance of your warrant, dated the

ninth day of January, the sentence of death passed on Pooleun Perun, Pooleun
Parian, and Pooleun Wyambran, was this day carried into execution.
The assistant magistrate, who superintended the execution, reports, that the

spectators were not more than forty or fifty in number, over and above the guard
and police, and that their demeanor was decent and suitable to the awful occasion.
_ The unhappy criminals seemed much affected, and protested to the last their
imnocence.of the murder for which they were going to suffer.

_. Appropriate .proclamations in the language of the country were circulated
throughoutthe.zillah. . .

I have the honour to be, Sir,. your most obedient servant,
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(True copies.)
‘Zillah, North Malabar, 11th Jan. 1809. (signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.
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Ordered, in consequence, That a letter, of the following tenor, be dispatched to
the advocate general.

To the Advocate General.

Sir :—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council, to transmit to
you the accompanying letter from the judge and magistrate at Tellicherry, with the
papers therein referred to, respecting ‘a traffic in slaves which he has discovered
in Malabar, and to desire that you will state. your opinion, as to the measures which
the British law requires to be adopted on the occasion. The report of the judge and
magistrate will be taken into separate consideration, in as far as it relates to the
regulations of this government. I have the honour to be, &c

(signed) § D. Hill, Acting Secretary to Gov*.
Fort St. George, 31st March 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George, Judicial Consultations, the 29th May 1813.

Read the following letters from the register of the Foujdary Adawlut, and from
the advocate general.

To the Acting Secretary to the Government in the Judicial Department.

Sir :—I amdirected by the Foujdary Adawlut, to transmit to you the accom-

panying extract from the court’s proceedings of this date, with the papers therein

referred to, and to request you will submit the same to the Honourable the Go-
yernor in council, Ihave, &e.

(signed) § Edw. Wood, Register.
Foujdary Adawlut’s Register’s Office, 3d April 1812.

Provincial Court of Circuit, Western Division.

To the Register to the Foujdary Adawlut, Fort St. George.
_ Sir:~By the orders of the judges of the provincial court of circuit, I have, the
honour to submit a report of their proceedings, in virtue of the powers vested in the
judges of the court collectively, by the provisions of section 16, Regulation IV.
A. D. 1811, in the case of a complaint preferred to them by Mr. Murdoch Brown,
an European British born subject, resident in this neighbourhood, where, under
the sanction of government, he is engaged in very extensive concerns as a planter,

of certain acts on the part of the magistrate of zillah of North Malabar, by which

he represents himself as having been greatly injured and aggrieved. The judges are
induced to make the reference, not only for the purpose of obtaining the opinion of

the court of Foujdary Adawlut, on the orders they have given in the course of the
discussion, but as the subject it involves seems to point out the expediency of some
arrangement being adopted, which would réquire the orders of government.
Par.2d.—In the operations of agriculture and manufacture, on which Mr. Brown

is engaged, it appears that he employs, besides hired labourers, a considerable
number of slaves or bondsmen, his own property; these are of a description of the
inhabitants of Malabar, who are slaves by birth, and by immemorial usages, sub-

ject to be sold, mortgaged, or let out to hire, at the discretion of their proprietors.
It may be further necessary to state, as it is but slightly adverted to in the proceed-

ings which will accompany this reference, that the plan of forming a plantation,

originally suggested by Mr. Brown, for the purpose of trying experiments on the
raising of pepper, and other valuable productions, was originally adopted by the

Bombay government, about the year 1798, and Mr. Murdoch Brown was ap-

pointed to carry it into execution as overseer, for which he received a certain salary.

By ‘a stipulation entered into by the said government with Mr. Brown, it was
agreed, that should the Honourable Court of Directors at any time disapprove

of the arrangement, or of the concern being carried on at their expense, the whole
was to be made over to Mr. Brown, who was to reimburse the Company for all

expense prior thereto, incurred or laid out upon the plantation, except his own

salary as above,
3d.—Mr. Brown was, it is believed, in the year 1804 or 1805, called upon to fulfil

the conditions stipulated as above, and since that period the works have been ‘car-
tied on at his own expense, and the property considered as his ; though, from cir-

cumstances which it is considered unnecessary here to relate, the expense incurred
mist it was carried on in behalf of the Company, has not been reimbursed byMr.
town.
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4th.—It is a matter of notoriety, that whilst the concern was conducted on account
of the Company, Mr. Brown was authorized to purchase’ slaves for carrying onthe
works, such as by the customs and practice of the country were considered as liable
to transfer and sale ; and it is in the recollection of the judges, that a considerable
number of bondsmen who were the property, and found on the estates of a person
named Shinoo Putlin, formerly cariakar of the rajah of Koormanad, whose property
was confiscated on account of his having gone into rebellion against government,
were about the year 1800-1 transferred to Mr. Brown’s charge, to be employed on
the plantation.
5th.—The petition addressed by Mr. Brown to the judges of the provincial cout

states, that the magistrate made to him a requisition for a list of such persons as he
might have lately purchased as slaves, or admitted on the plantation, with the
names ofhis agents, and other particulars, and at the same time sent a commission,
composed of one of the gomastahs of his establishment, and a neighbouring commis-
sioner oflaw-suits, for the purpose of examining the labourers and slaves employed on
his plantation, which he, Mr. Brown, made no opposition to, on the contrary, ordered
the whole of the said persons to attend them for that purpose ; that the said exaraina-
tion being for that day concluded, twenty persons, of both sexes and different ages,
were placed under restraint for the night ; that the day following, the commissioners
collected together the whole of the persons employed ‘on his plantation, whether
slaves or hired labourers, andcarried: them off early in the forenoon to the com-
missioner’s cutcherry, about three miles-distant, where they were interrogated ; that
some were dismissed, and returned to him, but that a great number (113) of both
sexes, and all ages, had been detained, and had not been returned to him at the
date of his petition, viz. 24th December.

6th.—The judges having, in consequence of the above representation, called on
the magistrate for an explanation as to the grounds of the proceedings complained
of as above, by the return made by the magistrate to their precept, it appeared
stated, that it having transpired from the examination of some children who had
been discovered in the houses of three Mopillas, inhabitants of Mahé, and who
stated themselves to be of free-born parents, natives of Travancore, and very recently
stolen or kidnapped from their families by various persons, and sold to a person
named Wallapillagatha Assum Ally, a native of Mahé, then at Allapy in Travan-
core, who had’sent them to Mahé; and that there were several others, particularly
a brother of one of the informants, who had been also kidnapped, and sent from Tra-
vancore, and subsequently sent to Mr. Brown’s plantation at Anjarakandy. The ma-
gistrate had considered it as his duty to cause an inquiry and search to be made on the
spot for the children, as above described, and had accordingly nominated one of his
gomastahs to be joined by the darogah of the district, and the nearest commissioner
of law-suits, as a commission to proceed to the plantation and put certain interro-
gations to the labourers they might find therein. It further appears stated, that
76 men, women and children, were, in consequence of the result of the said
examination, brought into Tellicherry, who all declared or repeated their decla-
ration made to the commississioners before the magistrate, that they had been
stolen or forcibly carried away from their country by Mopillas and others, and taken
to Anjarakandy. ‘That six of that number were free-born, viz. two Nair boys, aged
about eight years; two Tears ditto; a female Tear about twelve, and a Mopilla female
ubout eight, had been stolen within the last six months from Travancore.

7th.—The return to the precept was accompanied by the magistrates corres-
pondence with Mr. Brown, his instructions to the persons deputed by him to make
the inquiry aforesaid, and their various reports of their progress, as also the exami-
nations of the persons sent into Tellicherry from Mr. Brown’s plantation, as taken in
the first instance by the commissioners, and afterwards by the magistrate himself.

8th.—The latter may be classed into three descriptions; viz. first, the six children,
who state themselves to be of free parents and natives of Travancore, kidnapped
within the last six months; the second, of twelve males and females and four children

of the setvite tribes, eleven of whom state themselves to have been stolen from their
masters, natives of Cochin and Travancore, and sold to persons who carried them to
Anjarakandy; the twelfth female Poolie, with her child, a native of Chericul, and
slave of the Chericul Rajah, within the last twelve months; and thirdly, of males
and females, also of the servite tribes, who state themselves to have been stolen, of
forcibly carried away, and sent to Anjarakandy eight, ten or twelve years
antecedently.

gth.—Copy of the magistrate’s return, together with its accompaniments, being
such part of his correspondence with Mr. Brown as did not accompany this latter s

petition
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petition to the provincial court, with the translations of the examinations of the first
of the foregoing classes, and an abstract of the examination of the persons of the
two latter, which abstract, containing all the material particulars, it is conceived will
be sufficiently elucidatory of the circumstances under which they respectively state
themselves to have come into Mr. Brown’s possession, as also his instructions to
the persons deputed by him to make the inquiry, with their reports, are herewith
transmitted for the information of the judges of the court of Foujdary Adawlut, as
er references noted in the margin.

10th.—It appears by the above papers, that Mr. Brown, though he would seem
never to have acknowledged the legality of the magistrate’s act, in having deputed
his commission to examine his slaves and labourers, yet made no opposition thereto,
and on the contrary caused the whole to be brought before the commissioners; but
when on the following day the commissioners were about to carry off the plantation
the whole of the labourers employed thereon indiscriminately, that he conceived and
expressed much resentment, as stated in the report made by Chatoo Minon, the
gamastah, and his colleagues; as Mr. Brown had denied having held the conversa-
tions imputed to him in the reports of the commissioner, it is but just, as the magis-
trate seems to lay considerable stress on that circumstance, to remark, that as the
Zillah Gomastah Chatoo Minon only went into the presence of Mr. Brown, the other
commissioners could only have derived their knowledge from the former’s report of
the.circumstances stated to have then occurred, which therefore rests wholly on the
veracity of this person; a copy of the return made by the magistrate, together with
such of its accompaniments as it was judged necessary, and which included the depo-
sitions of the persons brought from Anjarakandy to Tellicherry, and there detained,
was furnished Mr. Brown tor such explanation or observations as he might judge
expedient to offer in respect to the matters, therein treated of; and as it appeared
from the letter of the magistrate to him, dated the 3d January, and which forms one
of the accompaniments of the magistrate’s return to the court’s precept of the
27th December, noticed in the gth paragraph, that he had offered to restore to
Mr.. Brown all the persons taken from the plantation, with the exception of the six
children, who describe themselves to be free-born natives of Travancore; the judges,
in view to obviate the further prolongation of the injury to which their detention
was likely to subject Mr. Brown’s concerns, recommended his acceptance of the
said offer.
11th.—Mr. Brown in the form of a petition replied to the communication made to

him, pursuant to the resolutions of the judges, under date the 6th January, which he
accompanied by copy ofa letter from the former commissioners of Malabar, ad-
dressed to the assistant collector stationed at Chowghaut, on which authority he
stated, that the greater part of the persons classed under the third description of
those taken from the plantation came into his possession. Mr. Brown’s petition
wasalso accompanied by copy of a letter addressed by him to the magistrate,
dated the 4th January, copies of all which will be found under the number, as per
margin.
1ath.—The judges observing, stated in the above representation from Mr. Brown,

that the magistrate had not returned to him the full number of the second and third
descriptions of the persons taken from his plantation ; and being of opinion that the
magistrate was not justified under present circumstances in detaining any of those
descriptions, who were acknowledged to be of the servite tribes, issued a precept to
him to restore the remainder of the said persons without delay, as per copy under
the reference in the margin.
13th.—The magistrate made a representation to the judges, stating sundry reasons

for the expediency of retaining the said persons, who it appeared were. those com-
prehended under the second description, and consisted of twelve males and females,
and four children, until the completion of some steps he was taking in order to get
into his power the two persons who are represented as having brought them from
Cochin to Mr. Brown's plantation.
14th.—The judges, after having received from the magistrate a list of the names

of the said persons, accompanied by a further representation on the subject, judged
it expedient to enforce obedience to their first precept, for the reasons stated in the
extract of their proceedings, under date the 15th January, copy of which accom-
panies this,

15th.—The judges about this period received a further petition from Mr. Mar-
och Brown, stating some particulars which he represents as having been omitted
in his former.address, as per copy under the reference in the margin.
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16th.—It appearing from the above, that Wallapillagatha Assen Ally, -the per-
son who is stated to have sent the six children to Anjarakandy, who describe them-
selves as free-born, and as having been stolen from their parents in the Travancore
country, had returned within the jurisdiction of the magistrate of the Zillah, North
Malabar, the judge deemed it expedient to call on the magistrate for a report
of such further proceedings as he might have held in examination of the said person,
as well as what steps he had taken to verify the statement of the six children, and
for the purpose of ascertaining their parents or near relations.

17th.—-The magistrate made a return to the precept issued to him in con-
sequence, accompanied by the examination of Hussan Ally, and also some further
examinations he had taken in the case of a female Poolee, one of the twelve of the
second class, the person who, as was formerly mentioned, described herself as having
been kidnapped from the district of Chericul, in this zillah, and carried to Mr.
Brown’s plantation at Anjarakandy.
18th. In consequence of the magistrate having in the above return to the court’s

precept, re-urged his opinion of the expediency of bringing instantly to trial, by
directing the government Vakeel to prosecute Assum Ally, and the others impli-
cated‘ as accessories in the kidnapping and stealing of the free-born children, and
slaves from the countries of Cochin and Travancore, the judges directed, that the
magistrateshould be informed, that they saw no additional reason urgedto induce
them to retract the opinion expressed in their proceedings of the 15th January, that
consistently with the provisions of Regulation XI. a.p. 1809, the magistrate
could not appoint a prosecutor in failure of the appearance of the parents or re-
lations of the free-born children, and masters of the slaves, nor bring the parties
‘charged in their declarations as being accessories in their kidnapping and theft to
trial, without a previous reference to the Honourable the Governor in council, at
the same time that there could be no grounds for hesitation as to the case of the
female Pooliar, said to have been stolen from the district of Chericul a few months
ago, being directly cognizable by the courts established in the province.

19th.—The foregoing brings to a conclusion the interference exerted by the
judges on this most unpleasant appeal to their authority.

20th.—From the information obtained by the magistrate, through the children
found in the possession of the Mopillas of Mahé (the circumstances which led to
their having been searched for, and brought before him are no where stated), it was
certainly a duty incumbent uponhim to follow it up, and trace to the uttermost,
the channels of such an inhuman and disgraceful perversion of the legitimate
transfer of acknowledged bondsmen, for the purpose of submitting such information
to the superior authority, as might have led to some arrangement in conjunction
with the government of Travancore, with which our relations have become so inti-
mately connected, to put a stop to it in future.

21st.—This, the judges are of opinion would have been just as effectually attained,
had the magistrate; and which, viewing Mr. Brown as a British born subject, and
as such (except in the case of criminal information being lodged against him before
the magistrate in his capacity of justice of the peace) not subject to his authority,
would certainly have been the most regular as well as moderate course, instead of
the abrupt and general notice contained in his letter of the 18th December, which
was brought and delivered to him by the very persons who were appointed a com-
mission to examine his labourers and slaves, and who, it appears, were directed to
commence on that duty without waiting for the information thus called for, addressed
Mr. Brown in the first instance, and communicated to him the information he had
‘received, on the grounds of which there was such strong reason to conclude, that
there had been lately introduced into Malabar as slaves, persons of freebirth, and sold
into slavery by persons of their own country to natives of Malabar, and that sundry
slaves of this description had come into his hands in the course of transfer, and
were then actually upon his plantation, and required him to furnish alist of the
slaves he might have lately purchased, together with other particulars. It is highly
probable that Mr: Brown would have complied, or had he refused, measures might
have been taken to have induced either his voluntary obedience, or the same might
have been enforced by legal process, which the magistrate, as justice of the peace,
had fully in his power to call into action.
22d.—The mode pursued in the first instance, and continued throughout the

investigation into the circumstancés under which the whole of Mr. Brown's slaves
came into his possession, appear to the judges in the highest degree irritating and
oppressive; and*in the instance of the greater part of the slaves, the act by which

it
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it was concluded, in depriving Mr. Brown of the valuable services of such a number

of the most expert of his hands, on the grounds of the persons themselves having

declared, that at various periods of eight, ten, and twelve years ago, they had been

taken by violence from their masters, is not moreanillegal and harsh, than a wanton
and unnecessary exertion of the authority confided to the magistrate for very dif-

ferent purposes.
23.—The inutility of having taken away and detained these persons has been

strikingly apparent, and is virtually acknowledged by the magistrate himself, since,
after having kept them for a period of seventeen days, (reckoning from the day of

their having been taken from the plantation,) he voluntarily offered Mr. Brown to
restore them ; and to as late a period as the judges have had any communication
with the magistrate on this subject, which is the 4th January, the date of his return

to their precept of the 27th December last, no claimant has appeared, though it is

believed every means were used to promulgate the information of the actual situation
of those persons, and a view opened to their former masters of the recovery of their

property. ;

24.—The magistrate seems to be impressed with an idea that Mr. Brown’s pur-
chasing slaves of any description is in violation of the Act of the British legislature

abolishing that traffic. The judges are not prepared to offer an opinion, whether the

provisions of the said Act extend to the country, or include in the prohibitions the
purchase and sale of this class of the inhabitants, which are to be found throughout

India, who by immemorial usage are considered as bondsmen, the property of indi-
viduals, liable to be sold in the same manner as other property. Supposing this
point to be ascertained in the negative, there can be no impropriety in Mr. Brown’s
furnishing himself with labourers of the above description. The only circumstances
under which he might be liable to incur blame, are the giving a general commission

to persons residing in a distant and foreign country to make such purchases, with-
out laying them under the strictest injunctions, and using every practicable pre-

caution to guard against these agents affording, by their facility in purchasing such

as might be offered, without strict inquiry and respectable reference, an encourage-

ment to theft of the property of others, and, what is infinitely more criminal, the

ensjaving of persons of free condition.
25.—Mr. Brown denies, in opposition to the declaration of his mercantile agent,

Assin Alley, that he gave this person any commission to purchase slaves for him in
Travancore, and asserts, that the six children found on his plantation were not con-
sidered by him as his property; that the purchase of and sending them to work on
his plantation was solely the act of that person, and that he never considered them

in any other light than labourers sent to work on his plantation, where there is
always occupation for persons of all ages.
- 26.—-It cannot lead to any satisfactory end to investigate and decide upon the
opposite assertions of Mr. Brown and his agent. The most essential point is to

introduce some regulation into this and the adjoining province of Canara, into both

of which it is very apparent that numbers of the inhabitants of Travancore have
been introduced in a state of slavery, and but too often reduced to this situation by

every criminal means, to put a stop to such traffic, against which there does not

seem to exist at present any regulations.

27.—But unless the Travancore government will adopt and carry into strict
execution the necessary regulation to prevent its subjects being exported as slaves
to other countries, no check that could be established on our part on their importation

into these districts could. be attended with such complete and full effect. By the
declaration of Assin Alley, in his examination by the magistrate, it would seem as

if the late transactions, in which he and others appear to have been deeply engaged,

had attracted the notice of the government of Travancore, and led to the enactment

of an ordinance, that no subject of that government, whatever may be his condition,

shall be sold as a slave for the purpose of exportation, or be actually exported as

aslave. Were this ascertained to be the case, it would be very easy, and cer-

tainly consistent with the pure and humane principles of European governments,

to mark our disapprobation of this traffic, ‘which, even limited to the sale of those

who are bondsmen from their birth, is very. exceptionable, byaffording: our aid

towards the enforcement of this rule, in declaring liable to heavy fines all persons,

subjects of government, conceined either as principals or accessories in the im-
portation into the Honourable Company's territories on this coast, as slaves, of

natives of the districts of Cochin and Travancore.
125, 28.—As
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28.—As Mr. Brown, in his petition of the 4th January, has made an appeal to
the judges for their testimony, as to the manner in which the bondsmen on his plan-
tation are treated, the judges have no hesitation in stating, that from what has
fallen under their personal observation and information from authentic sources,
that description of his servants are, in respect to food, clothing, and lodging, incom-
parably better provided for than the same class, bondsmen to the natives of
Malabar, and enjoy comforts, but little, if at all, inferior to the lower class of the
labouring part of the community. Lhave, &c.

(signed) J. H. Pearson, Register.
Tellicherry, Provincial Court, 9th March 1812.

(A.)—To the Third Judge, in the absence of the Register.

Sir:—I have to request you will inform the judges, that it has transpired in
some proceedings held before me, that a considerable number of children (for the
most part kidnapped) have been lately imported in this zillah from the adjoining
districts, but principally from Travancore, from whence they have been sent by
Wallapelagata Assun Ally, part to Mahé and part to the Anjarakandy plantation;
and that such of them as I have examined are children of Teans, and one even
a Shoodra Stri. In answer to a call upon Mr. Brown foralist of his slaves, and
the names of the agents he employs to purchase themt, he has refused compliance
therewith, and has since informed me that he has the authority of the Bombay
government; and further, that the sale of slaves is not only authorized by the
custom of Malabar, but is expressly permitted by the Mahommedan law under
which this country is governed. Whatever may be the usage of Malabar on the
Mahommedan law on this question, I should not suppose that it could apply to
Mr. Brown, who, I apprehend, in common with every British subject, is prohibited
from purchasing slaves from the period when the slave trade was abolished by an
Act of Parliament. As, however, I am desirous of availing myself of the experience
and knowledge of the judges on this question, and regard to the rules which have
been in force from the early part of the administration (when I am informed traf-
ficking in slaves was very prevalent), until the transfer of Malabar to the presidency
of Fort St. George, the extent to which the trade was tolerated by the government
of Bombay, and the nature of the authority granted to Mr. Brown, T have taken the
liberty to apply to you, and through you to the judges, for any information you or
they may be pleased to favour me with on these subjects; or if this would be
attended with any inconvenience, that they would assist any inquiries, by directing
me to those periods of the former administration, when I might, by a reference to
the records here or at Calicut, inform myself thereon.

There being no copy of Mr. Duncan’s report on the records under my charge,
¥ shall be obliged by the loan of the copy in the provincial court.

I have, &c.
(signed) T. A. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 23d Dec. £811.

Provincial Court, Western Division. (1. 8.)

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their
proceedings under this date, together with the document therein referred to; you are
hereby required to conform to the court’s orders, making your return within five days
from the receipt. hereof.

_ Given under my hand, and seal of the court, this twenty-seventh day of December,
in the year of our Lord 1811.

(signed) § H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

Extract: from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court in the Western
Division, under date the 27th December 1811.

The third, judge, officiating for the Register, lays before the judgesaletter, ad-
dressed to him by the magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar, stating, that from
information obtained by him in the course of some proceedings held before him, it

appeared
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appeared that a considerable number of children (for the most part kidnapped) had
been lately imported into the Zillah, North Malabar, from the contiguous districts,
but principally from Travancore, sent from thence by a person named Wallapilagata
Assin Ally, and that some thereof had been sent to Mr. Brown’s plantation at Anjara-
kandy, and others to Mahé. The magistrate further states, that such of the said
imported, kidnapped or enslaved children, as he had examined, proved to be children
of Teans, and one even a female Soodie. That in answer to a call on Mr. Brown
for a list of his slaves, and agents he employs in the purchase of them, that gentle-
man has refused compliance therewith, and had since informed him, that he had
authority from the Bombay government, and also, that the traffic in slaves was not
only authorized by the customs of Malabar, but that it was expressly permitted by the
Mahommedan law.
The magistrate remarks upon this, that he conceives that Mr. Brown being a

British subject, is prohibited from purchasing slaves under the operation of the Act
of the British Parliament, abolishing that traffic, and requests to be furnished with
any information the judges of the court of circuit may be in possession of in regard
to the rules in force in respect to this traffic, from the early part of our administra-
tion in Malabar, and the nature of the authority granted to Mr. Brown by the
Bombay government, as quoted by him.
The court further take into consideration a petition presented to them on the part

of Mr. Brown, setting forth, that the magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar,
addressed a requisition to him, calling upon him for information, as to whether he
had made any late purchases of. slaves, and if so, to furnisha list of their names,
castes and sex, and of the agents employed to purchase the same, grounding the
requisition on information which the magistrate stated he had received, that a con-
siderable traffic has been carrying on in the sale and purchase of children, between
persons in the Zillah, North Malabar, and the adjoining districts. The petitioner
states, that the person who brought the letter, assisted by some of the native officers
of the local cutcherry, caused to be assembled, and put interrogatories to the whole
of the slaves employed on his plantation, and that being concluded, placed about
320 of them of all descriptions, under a guard ; on the next day, the whole were carried
off; that some of those so carried off, had subsequently returned, but that a con-
siderable number had been detained for reasons with which the petitioner is un-
acquainted; petitioner states, that he had declined complying with the requisition
alluded to, on the grounds of his conceiving the magistrate notjustified in interfering
in his private concerns, and as he had not thought proper to communicate to him the
particulars of the information on which he grounded the demand. Petitioner justifies
his having purchased persons of those classes, who are born and considered as slaves,
and which, he says he is warranted to do, both under the authority of the Bombay
government, and subsequently, under an opinion given by the Madras govern-
ment, on a reference made by the principal collector. The petitioner prays for the
interference of the judges of the court of circuit, in protecting him in his property,
which he has, as above stated, been unjustly deprived of.

Before the judges of the court of circuit can either reply to the queries of the
magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar, or take cognizance of the facts stated in
the petition from Mr. Murdoch Brown, it is requisite that they should be in pos-
session of the whole of the proceedings hitherto held in the matter in question by the
ihagistrate, commencing with the information on which he hasset on foot the in-
quiry into the circumstances of Mr. Brown’s slaves and labourers, and detailing the
proceedings he may have held, and on the grounds of which he pronounces to have
ascertained, that part of the children lately imported into the Zillah as slaves, are of
free parents, and even of the superior classes ; and in order to save time and further
reference, that he be called upon to state at length the grounds on which he may
have detained the persons taken from Mr. Brown’s plantation, and who are stated
not to have been sent back.

Ordered, That copy of the above minute be sent to the magistrate, together with

a copy of the petition from Mr. Murdoch Brown (the magistrate being in possession
of the accompaniments alluded to therein), and that he be directed to furnish the
yrdges of the court of circuit with the report thereby required within five days from

Is date,

(signed) H. Clephan:, Third Judge, for the Register.
(A true extract.)
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Mr. Baber, Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar, to Mawilla Kannon,
Darogah of Cotioti.

It having come to my knowledge, that certain children have of late been brought
from the northward and southward, and sold and purchased, and that some such
children have been brought to Anjarakandy, you are required immediately, on the

receipt of this order, to repair to Anjarakandy, wait on Mr. Brown, and deliver the
inclosed letter to him, and call to your cutcherry all the people brought and kept at

Anjarakandy, and working there, put to them the questions contained in the ac-

companying form, and send down to court all those which are not of the servile class,
and such of that class as may declare themselves to have been brought and kept
against their wills, as also, the persons who may have brought them, for the purpose

of putting the questions contained in the accompanying form ; Chatoo Menon and

two delayuts are sent from the court; an order has been sent to Marayan Chandoo

to give his assistance ; 5th Dhunoo 987.

P. S.—Koonjiy Changoran, the boy, who on being questioned here, stated thet
his brother Nathan was at Anjarakandy, is now sent for the purpose of pointing
him out. (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Report of Chatoo Menon to Mr. Baber, Magistrate in the Zillah of
North Malabar.

Having repaired to Mr. Brown's house at Anjarakandy, delivered him the letter,
and stated matters to him, his labourers were all sent for, and being examined,
three females and five males from Allepy, and six males and six females from
Cochin, brought in munjoos, have been kept separate. There are others also
brought from different places apparently some few years ago. Matters are now in
suspense, in consequences of objections made to their being taken to the cutcherry
for thé purpose of examination, it being alleged that there was no order received
(by Mr. Brown) for the purpose; and that, if I had orders to take them away by
force, I might do so. I think, if they are examined here, it will not answer;
I therefore request orders may be sent me immediately, as to how I am to act in the
business.

7th Dunoo 987, 12 Meredian. (signed)
(True copy.) (signed) LT. H. Baber.

Order to Chatoo Menon, from Mr. Baber.

I have received your letter, and understood the contents. You should imme-
diately forward to the magistrate’s court the fourteen slaves brought from the
southward.
2.—You should take the remaining slaves to the cutcherry of the commissioner

at Randatarra, which is contiguous to Anjarakandy, and examine them there. If
you find any brought as slaves, or any brought by force, you should immediately

send them to the courts, as also the daily proceedings. Those who were not seized,

and those not slaves, should be returned immediately to their works. If there is

any occasion to bring such persons into court, you will receive orders for so doing.
Besides, I send vou twenty rupees for the expense of the slaves, to whom you should
afford subsistence until the examination is over.

7th Dhunoo 987, M.S.

To Mr. Baber, Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Report of Chatoo Menon.

I have received this morning at ten o'clock a. m. the letters, and perused the one

tome. WhenI delivered the English letter to Mr. Brown, that gentleman, after

reading it, said that he would not permit any of his servants to be carried away; that
he would not consent, and that he protested against their being carried away, that
if they were taken notwithstanding, he would lose no time in demanding the reason;
that Mr. Baber had often endeavoured by various means to take vengeance of him,
but in vain; that Mr. Baber tried his utmost endeavours to procure Mr. Browns
dismissal, and appropriate to himself his salary in the customs, but that Mr. Baber

has been unsuccessful; that Mr. Brown himself had got 8,000 rupées, and which
was all that Mr. Baber could do to injure him, and that, on the present suing

nothing
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nothing would happen to Mr. Brown; that these things were not conformable to
the regulations, and that Mr. Baber has only written, that he has merely order
for it; and that, having made a reference on the subject to the gentlemen, his
friends, at Tellicherry, Mr. Stevens and other gentlemen, sent him an answer, that
nothing of the kind was in the regulations; that the steps taken were not conformable
thereto; that there was no order recently received to act in this manner, and that he
has received orders, both from the presidency and from Mr. Warden, to procure
servants by proper means. Besides which, Mr. Brown said many other things;
whereupon we informed him, that we could not but immediately execute the com-
mands of ‘Mr. Baber, and accordingly at twelve o'clock this noon, we set off with
all the Tiers, Wittowars, and Pooliars, which we could find there, and took them,
agreeably to orders, to the commissioner’s cutcherry at Irwery, and on counting
them we found, including children, 251, out of which we examined those that
were purchased, and those that came of their free will, to the number of 147, and
sent them by two mookistans and kelkars to Mr. Brown. The examination of the
remainder not being finished to-day, I gave them for their expense, and kept them
here, as there appears many persons seized and brought from various districts; as
soon as their examinations are over, they will be sent with their examinations to the
court.

(signed)
8th Dhanoo 987, M. s.

(A true copy.) (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Order to Chatoo Menon, from Mr. Baber.

I have received your letter, and understood the contents. You should, agreeably
to the direction you received, together with the commissioner, execute the orders
with mildness. Besides, in the letter written to me by Mr. Brown, he says, that

you forcibly, with armed followers, seized the children, and exposed them to the heat
of the meridian sun; you should not do so, neither give any improper answers to
Mr. Brown.

goth Dhanoo 987, M.s. at 10 o’clock A. M.

P. S.—Besides, you should only send in those slaves who have been seized im-
properly, and by force, and those of other castes; all the rest should be imme-

diately returned. (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Report of Pamkarwitil Chatoo Menon to Mr. Baber, Magistrate in the Zillah
of North Malabar.

To-day, at six o’clock in the evening, I received the order written at ten o'clock in
the morning. Mr. Brown represents certain circumstances as appear stated in the
order. We did not either go to Mr. Brown’s house with arms or kolkars, or forcibly
bring away the families, and expose them to the heat of the sun. Besides taking

their answers in the customary manner, and with mildness, I did neither speak nor

act in opposition to custom. The circumstances first occurred are herewith

written.
On the 7th instant, at ten o’clock in the morning, I went to Mr. Brown’s

house at Anjarakandy, and caused the kolkars to stand at a distance, and, agreeably

to the orders, I, the commissioners, Menon, and two delayuts, went to the gentle-
man’s house, and stopped outside for awhile; but not seeing the gentleman, and
being informed he was at the place where the arrow root is refined, we repaired
thither, delivered him the letter in the usual manner, when the gentleman went up
stairs and told me that I should come up, and the remaining persons stay below.
When I ascended the genileman said that he would assemble all the slaves, and
that the examination must be held in his presence. | When we said that we had no
such orders, and reported this to the court, and remained quiet until ten o’clock.on
the Sth, when we got an answer, and immediately it arrived at 12 o'clock, we

brought them to the Irwery cutcherry; at that time the Poley women brought with
them their sucking children.
When we requested Mr. Brown to permit the slaves to come before us, he said

that he would not do it, and that he could suffer no greater insult than what he had
already experienced. On his saying this, we brought away all the servants, agree-

ably to orders, and placed them in the lower part of the cutcherry, and under the
125. shade
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shade of an allee tree, and with mildness examined each of them; and as they were
concluded, in order not to interrupt the work, we sent them back by mookeastans
and kolkars, and asked them particularly if they had brought any tools; those
which were found were sent along with them, and the remaining persons re.
mained in comfort, and we are continuing the inquiry. As there are many persons
to examine, we are working day and night; and as the slaves are ignorant and
without ideas, it takes much time to make out what they say. To-day, as we

found thirty-six persons, both purchased and came by their free will, they were sent

by mookeastanmar, when Mr. Brown said in anger to the kolkars that he would not
receive them, because they had not been sent by him; and that, if they had been
taken from the estate, they might still be kept away. He had lost in consequence
of these steps, nelly pepper, cocoa-nuts, plants, and other articles, and that he
would seek restitution at the hands of those who occasioned it. ‘The mookeastans and
kolkars having left them at the place whence they were taken, returned. . Further, as
we saw seventy and odd persons kidnapped from the southward, some of them have
been examined, and will be sent to-morrow, along with their examinations, to the court.
It occasions delay to ascertain the truth, and to send with them their examinations.
Among those examined, and sent back to Anjarakandy, two had been formerly
punished, one with twenty-five stripes, and the other with twenty-four. As they
said they were aggrieved thereby, I expect your orders on the subject. Besides
which, from among those brought from the southward, Mr. Brown has kept at his

house one Pooley woman, and another Parrey. On this I also expect your orders.

gth Dhanoo 987, at night. (signed)
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Report of the court officer, Pamkawictil Chatoo Menon, the commissioner of
Randatarra Marian Chandoo, and the Gomastah of the Cotioti Darogah Chowdry,
Addawahat Ramen Menon, to Mr. Baber, magistrate in the Zillah of North
Malabar.

Many persons being seized and brought to Mr. Brown as slaves, agreeably to
your orders, on the 7th instant, at 10 o'clock in the morning, we took to Mr. Brown's
house at Anjarakandy the English letter to his address, and the order and procla-
mation sent us from your court, making the kolkars stand at a distance; we with two
delayuts stood for a while outside the gentleman’s house ; but as we did not see him,
we inquired and learnt that the gentleman was at the arrow root manufactory; we
repaired thither and delivered him the letter, and as the gentleman returned to
house we followed him, and when the gentleman was ascending the bungalow, he
said, “‘ Let Chatoo Minon come up stairs, and the remaining persons remain below.”
Accordingly Chatoo Minon went up to the western room, to the gentleman’s office,
when he opened the letter, took his spectacles and perused the letter, and said that
he would produce all the slaves, and that an inquiry should be held in his presence;
whereupon we replied that we had no such orders. When the gentleman was as-
sembling the slaves, as we observed 20 persons, including children, recently brought
from the southward, we separated them immediately, which circumstance Chatoo
Minon reported to the court, and took the names of the slaves seen there on that
day. We stopped there that day. On the 8th, as we received an order in answer,
that we should assemble all the servants of Mr. Brown at the nearest cutcherry,viz.
Irwery, and put to them questions mildly, and that, with the exception of the ser-
vants seized, all other servants should be returned, in order not to interrupt the
gentleman's works; and the answer being accompanied with an English letter,
Chatoo Minon took it to the gentleman in the bungalow and informed him, -that he
had orders to send away all the servants. Mr. Brown, after reading the letter, said
to Chatoo Minon, that he would not allow any of his servants to be taken away;
that he did not consent to it, saying, ‘‘ Do not take them‘away, I protest against
it;” adding, that if we took them contrary thereto, he would demand the reason,
and that within four days. That Mr. Baber had often endeavoured to wreak his ven-
geance upon him, but without effect ; that Mr. Baber had used his utmost means io
deprive him of his pay in the Custom House, and procure it for himself, but without
success; that he himself, by means of his friends, had got 8,000 rupees; and as
to the present case, that it would fall to the ground in the same manner; that the
steps taken were not agreeably to the regulations, but it was only said that
Mr. Baber had orders for it; and that having written to the gentleman, his friend

ab
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at Tellicherry, he was informed by Mr. Stevens and other gentlemen, that no such
acts were provided for by the regulations, and that no recent orders had been

received for acting in this manner; besides he has sufficient authority both from
Madras and from Mr. Warden, for purchasing servants. When Mr. Brown said
all this and other particulars, Chatoo Minon answered, that he had no occasion to

mention all this to those who had merely come to execute the orders which they

had received, and that we know nothing of the above-mentioned affairs, and that
we could not but execute immediately the commands of Mr. Baber; and in pur-
suance to those orders we collected all the servants we saw, and set out at
12 o’clock, when the women (Poolears) brought with them their suckling children ;

we took them to the commissioners cutcherry at Irwery, and placed therm below
the cutcherry, and under the shade of an allu tree which was contiguous thereto, and
gave each of them a green cocoa nut. Their number amounted to 260 persons,

including children; and on an investigation we found 147 persons, both purchased
and who had come by their free-will, whom we asked, before the mookeastamar, if
they had brought any working tools with them, and if they still possessed all they
had brought. They said that they had all they had brought; whereon, at 5 o'clock
in the evening, we dispatched them to Mr. Brown, accompanied by two mooke-
astans and kolkars. To all the rest we gave for their expenses, and continued the
investigation, and found 23 more persons of the above-mentioned description, which.
we sent on the gth, at1 o'clock, with their tools, under care of the mooheastans
and kolkars; and that day, at 40’clock, 13 more persons, altogether 36 persons,
we sent to Mr. Brown, who then said, in anger, that he had not sent any person
off the estate; that, if any had been taken, they might remain away; that he could
now suffer no additional insult; that he had, in consequence of what had been done,

sustained a loss in nilla, pepper, eocoa-nut plants, and many other things, to a large

amount; and that, if he could, he would have it made up to him; that he would
write against Mr. Baber in every direction, The kolkars and the mookeastans re-
turned and told us they had left the slaves at the place from whence they had been
brought. Afterwards, upon an inquiry, we found 77 persons who had been kid-
napped, seized by force, and had their caste changed. These we examined before
the mookeastans, and took their declarations in writing, and sent them to the court
at three different times. A male child of Odaloor Chakee, aged within two years,
being formerly sick, by which he suffered the loss of his sight, died on the night of
the 10th, in the cutcherry, in consequence of the said sickness. The said Chakee
was detained in consequence of her having shewn a desire to represent in court,
that she was brought by force. This is what occurred.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

12 Dhanoo 987. M.s. 25 December 1811.

(N° 9.—D.)

Questions put to Kristnen, under date the 8th Dhanoo 987, or 20th
December 1811.
Question.—Where is your country, what is your caste and age?

Answer.—I reside at Manapally Wawoowaoo to the southward ; am a Shooder,
aged about eight years.

Who brought you here ?
I was seized by Kackolakun Chukoren Metoo Mopla, and sold to Atranykaha,

who delivered me over to the boatmen for the purpoze of conveying me to Mahi;
the boatmen embarked me in the boat and brought me to Mahi, whence a mopla
took me to bangsaul at Anjarakandy.

Of what caste are you now ?
I became a Pooliar.

At what place was you introduced in the Pooliar caste ?
At the bangsaul of Anjarakandy.

What are the names of yourfather, mother and uncle?
My father is called Koonhy, and my mother Ittyma; the name of my uncle is

unknown to me; he is dead.

x Did your house people know of your being seized?
0:

Ts there any of your relations among these people?
here is none here, they are in the country.
125. How

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery.
in Company’s
Territories. ,



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.

Ne

N° 10. D.

We11.D.

696 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

How many months is it since you was brought to Anjarakandy?

It is four or five months I believe. (signed)

Witnesses, Kooteatoor Numbar, Monalil Pooher.
oS

Mem :—The aforegoing examination having been read over to the deponent before

the magistrate, he declares that his former name was Kristnin, and that it is now

changed into Changrow; and that on a certain mid-day two or three months ago,

having been desired by his mother to go and fetch some fire, that he was caught on

the road by Chikren Metra Mopla, who kept him shut up in his house for three

days, when one night he was taken to Allapi and sold to Assen Allykaha, who sent

the deponent to Mahi, and thence carried to Anjarakandy and placed among the

Pooliars, and that he had not prior to that period associated with Pooliars, and

prays that he may be returned to his country, and restored to his caste.

(A true copy.) _ (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Questions put to Raminunder; date the 8th Dhunoo 987, M.s. on 2oth

December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country; what is your caste and age?

Answer.—My country is Southern Kaimgolan, of Shooder caste; I think Tam

eight years old.
Who brought you to this place?

I was seized and brought in a boat by moplas; I am ignorant of their names;

I think it is about two months ago.

What are the names of your father, mother and uncle ?

My father is called Kristen, my mother Jaddy Chabu, and my uncle Kochoo

Kunhen.
Did your house people know that you were seizedr

No.
Is there any of your relations among these people?

There is none among them, they are in the country.

Of what caste are you now?
I am of the Pooliar caste.

Who introduced you in the Pooliar caste?
Ever since I was brought to Anjarakandy, the young gentlemen asked me in the

bangsaul, whether I would take my food with the Pooliars, when 1 said I would not

eat among the Pooliars; but he said again, that it was of no consequence, that

I should eat with them ; I accordingly took my food with them.

(signed)

Witnesses, Kooliatoor Nambra, Manalib Pockra.

Mem.—The afore-mentioned examination when read over to the deponent before

the magistrate, he said, that as he went to play with five or six boys who were feed-

ing cattle, he was seized by two moplas and taken to Allopi at night, and given to

Assiin’ ‘Ally, who embarked him in a boat and sent him up to Mahi, thence to

Anjarakandy, where he was caused to feed with Pooliars, and that formerly he

ought to wash when defiled by Pooliars, and that he has no inclination to return to

Anjarakandy, and that if he might be restored to his caste, he would wish to return

to his country, and that his house name is Tekeddata.

(A true copy.) (signed) I. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Questions put to Pelamachee (female), under date the 8th Dhanoo 987, or

20th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your place of residence; what is your caste and age?

I do not know my country; I am a Moplachee, but nowI am made a Poolichee;
aged about six years, I believe.

What is the name of your father, mother and uncle?
My father’s name is Oopa, and my mother Ooma; I don’t know my uncle.

When did you come here, why, and in whose company did you come?
I know nothing about it; I was kidnapped, embarked in a boat, and brought thither.

Have you any family?
I have my house and family, and I was stolen without their knowledge. Wh

V ho.
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Who introduced you in the Pooliar caste.
When at Anjarakandy I was desired to eat with Pooliars, and as I am a child,

1 eat with them. .
(signed)

Witnesses, Kooteatoor Nambra, Manalib Pachra.

Mem.—On reading over the above mentioned examination to the deponent before
the magistrate, she says that her real name was Sulamatra, and that it is changed
now into Choichee; and that her country is Kaimkolata; and that it is two or three

months ago, one night she was seized at her own house, and carried by moplas,

embarked in a boat and taken to Mahi, thence she was taken to Anjarakandy, and

made over to the gentleman who introduced her among the Pooliars; and that she
does not know the names of the moplas who seized, or of those who sent her here.

(A true copy) (signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(N* 12. D.)—Questions put to Tien Nathan, on the 8th Dhanoo, 987, ms.
or 20th December 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, and what is your caste, your house-name.
and age?

Answer.—My country is Karanopoly, my name is Nathan, and my house-name

is Karootiel, of Tien caste. I think 1 am eight years old.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?

My father is Koonken, my mother Nanika, and my uncle Kochata.

When, in whose company, and why did you come here?
While I was feeding cattle, moplas came and seized me, and wrapped up my

mouth with cloth, and the mopla Assum Ally embarked me in a boat at Allapi, and

at night-time brought me to Mahé, whence J was put on board a boat, and taken

to Anjarakandy.

Did your family know of it?
None of them knew it; when kidnapped and brought in so remote a place,

nobody will know it, now my caste is changed into that of Pooliar.

How many persons were embarked in vour company?

Two Ayapens and one Kally were embarked in my company; it is about tuo

months ago.

Where was you introduced in the Pooliar caste?
it was the young master who introduced me in the Pooliar caste, at Anjarakandy.

Witness, Koonatoor Nambra Manalib Pookra.
(signed)

Mem.—On being asked before the magistrate, the deponent declared, that the

examination was correct. On asking him the names of the moplas that seized him,

he‘says, that one of them is called Cooha Bapoo, and that he knows not the names

of the other; he prays to allow him and his brother Changara to return to his

country, and says, that his brother was kidnapped in like manner as himself, and

that he saw him at Mahé.
(A true copy.) (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(N° 13. D.}—Questions put to Kristy Kaly (female), on the 8th Dhanoo 987,

M.s. or 20th Dec. 1811.

Question.—Which is your country, what is your caste, your house-name,

whose slave are you, and what is your age?
Answer.—My country is called Paroor, and to the southward; my caste is Tiety;

Iam not a slave, but now 1 am turned a Pooliar, aged about twelve years.

What are the names of your father, mother, and uncle?

My father is Ananden, my mother is Kally, and my uncle Khuny Chay.

_ _ When, why, and in whose company did you come to thisplace?

It is about two months ago, that one night moplas came and seized me, and took

me to Allapé; thence I was. embarked in a boat, and taken to Mahé; whence

again 1 was embarked, and was carried to the Anjarakandy bangsaul.

Where was you introduced in the Pooliarcaste F ;

It was the young gentlemah of the Anjarakandy bangsaul that introduced me

among the Puoliars,
4125,
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Have you any family there? ;
I have my house and family in my country, I was kidnapped without their

knowledge.

Witness, Kanatoor Nambar Manatil Pockra.
(signed)

Mem.—On being asked before the magistrate, the deponent declares, that the
examination was correct, and said only that her father’s name was Tewan.

(A true copy.) (signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate,

(N* 14. D.)—Questions put to Ayapen, on the 8th Dhanoo 987, or 20th
December 1811.

Question —Which is your country, what is your caste, and your house
name, and whose slave are you, and what is your age?

Answer.—My country is to the southward, at Paymah. I am ofTear caste;
I am not certain of my house name; I am not a slave, but now I am turned a
Pooliar, aged about eight years.

What is the name of your father, mother, and uncle ?
My father is Mooton, and my mother Kaly. I have no uncle.

When, why, and in whose company did you come here?
Ithink it is about ten or twenty days ago that I came hither; I am not certain

of the cause, nor in whose company I came; during the night-time, two or three
persons embarked me in a boat, took me to Mahé, thence embarked me again, and
carried me to Anjarakandy.

Why did you introduce yourself with the Pooliars ?
The senior gentleman told me, in the bangsaul, to feed with the Pooliars, where-

fore I ate with them.

Have you any family; if you have, did they not know that you was taken
away?

I have, in my country, to the southward; I was kidnapped without their
knowledge.

(signed)

Witnesses, Arayata Kanin, Markenkandy Pariey.

Mem.—On being asked before the magistrate, the deponent declares the above
to be. correct; that he knows not the names of the moplas that seized him, nor of
those that sent him, nor even the name of the place whither he was sent, and that
he was seized while he was playing in the compound during the time that his father
and mother were absent from home.

(A true copy.) (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court of Circuit, in the
Western Division, under date the 6th January 1812.

Read a return, received late on Saturday evening, at the house of the third
judge, to the second precept issued by this court to the magistrate in the zillah of
North Malalar, assigning reasons why he had not before made a return to the
court'sprecept of the 27thultimo,which he now does, and transmits therewith sun-
dry documents connected with the circumstances on which he ‘was called upon to
report, for theinformation of the court.

By the said return it appears, that on the information obtained from a Tean boy,
a native of Travancore, who amongst others, all free-born children, natives of Trae
vancore,was discovered in the houses of three moplas, inhabitants of Mahé, and whd
all represented themselves as having been stolen from their parents, and sent by
sea from Allapay, by a person named Wallapagata Assun Ally, which Tean boy,
named Coonyangara, steted that his brother, named Nathan, was one of four chil-
dren who had been sent a few days before to Anjarakandy (Mr. Brown’splantation.)
The magistrate, onthis ‘information, and having also called in the assistance of
certain of the setvants of the late Travancore Elliah Rajah, residing at Cadroor,
who declared that the’ said children were free-born, and natives of Travancore.
Conceiving it his bounden duty to endeavour tofindout where the remainder ofthese
children were, and with a: view to adopt a mode of proceeding as little offensive 08
possible to Mr. Brown, in the event of a search being necessary on his plantation,

appoin
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appointed a commission, composed of the darogah of Cotioti, one of his native
officers, and a commissioner of law suits, to proceed to Anjarakandy, with particular
written instructions as to the conduct they were to pursue; that he, atthe same

time wrote to Mr. Brown, advising him of the deputation and its object; that the
darogah happening to be employed at a distance, could not act with the commis-

sion, and in consequence, the others having fulfilled their instructions, returned on

the 24th. The magistrate proceeds to state, that 76 men, women and children

{including ten infants born therein), were brought from Mr. Brown’s plantation, all

of whom have declared before him, that they had been stolen, or forcibly carried

away from their native countries by mopilas and others, and taken to Anjarakandy

(Mr. Brown’s plantation) ; that six of the children have stated themselves to be of
free-born parents, viz. two nair boys, aged about eight years, two tien boys, aged

ditto, a tiety (female tien) aged twelve, and a mopilla girl, about six; and that
they are natives of Travancore, and have been within the last six months stolen

from their family, and sent from Allipy by water to Anjarakandy, and there asso-
ciated with Pooliars; that the tien boy (that originally mentioned as having given
the information of the children having been sent to Anjarakandy) immediately re-

cognized his brother Nathan amongst many others whom he saw at that places
that the magistrate has satisfied himself, that the six children above-mentioned are

{ree-born children, and that they have been kidnapped and sent to Anjarakandy
against their will, and never associated with Pooliars until they came into the pos-
session of Mr. Brown, ‘The magistrate further states, that with regard to the
remainder of the 76 persons, as before-mentioned, and which consist of Wittoo-

wana and Pooliars (servile tribes), the magistrate considers that they have been
obtained by means the most unjustifiable. The magistrate states, that he has

afforded Mr. Brown every opportunity of vindicating his conduct, and promptly
disavowing all knowledge that the children above-mentioned were free-born, and

had been kidnapped, and of all participation in that inhuman traffic, by giving up

the names of the individuals who supplied them, and affording his assistance in

bringing them to condign punishment ; but that on the contrary, Mr. Brown. had

resisted the magistrate’s requisitions, and treated him and his officers in terms of the
highest contumely and disrespect.

Without at present entering minutely into the consideration, ofhow far the magis-

trate was authorized, considering Mr. Brown as a British born subject, and not

amenable either in person or property to the authority of the zillah magistrate in

that capacity, to carry away the persons in question from his premises, or how far

the object which the magistrate had in view might have been attained by a more

regular or milder mode of proceeding than that he has adopted*, the court deem it

expedient, in justice to Mr. Brown, who appears to think, that having appealed to

this court, it is not incumbent upon him to afford the explanations which he has

been called upon to do by the magistrate, to acquaint him, that as in the course of
their duty it will become necessary that the circumstances of the present case should

be submitted to the superior authorities, it appears highly expedient and necessary
for his vindication, in the eyes of that government under whose license he resides in

this province, from the odious imputation which the bare recital of circumstances as

they now stand on the magistrate’s proceedings, have a tendency to cast upon his

conduct, that he should enter into the fullest explanation in respect to the commis-
sion he may have given to the person who may have procured and sent him the six
children from Travancore; and as to any precaution he may have adopted in

restricting that person to the purchase only of such castes as are by the constitution

of society in Malabar considered as bondsmen and transferable by sale in the like

manner as other real and personal property; and for this end, that copies of the

examinations of the six children in question, together with a copy of the return

made by the magistrate to the court’s precept, explanatory of the grounds on which

the magistrate has proceeded on the present occasion, be furnished for his in-

formation.
Ordered also, ‘That Mr. Brown be furnished with’an abstract of the examination

of 55 of the Betwans and Pooliars, as taken by the magistrate, in order that he
‘may, if he thinks proper, subjoin his remarks on their respective statements.

As it appears from the documents.furnished by the magistrate, that: he had

offered to restore the said persons and their children, the court are not aware of any

objection te Mr. Brownaccepting the said offer.
The following letter is’ accordingly addressed to Mr. Brown, and the documents

“above alluded:to therewith transmitted.

(A true extract.) (signed) = J. H. Pearson, Register.

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
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Fort St. George
Papers :

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.

No 1. G,

jog SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

To the Magistrateof the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

1.—Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date,
and in reply have to state to you, that since my letter to. you of the 28th ultimo,
having sent to Anjarakandy for particular information relative to the six persons
whom you say are free people, 1 have now to inform you, that they were sent there
by Baniam Belte Assin Ally to work on the plantation until his return from Tra-
vancore; whether he got them from their parents or relatives, or purchased them as
slaves, I know not, but having no.claim over them [ can have no objection to your
detaining them, as I conclude a complaint has been lodged before you on their
account.
2.—With regard to the other persons who were forcibly driven from the planta-

tion, without the smallest reason being assigned for that violent proceeding, it is
totally false that they were stolen or kidnapped, nor did any of them assert such
athing when questioned by your menon at Anjarakandy. ‘The major part of them
have been ten and twelve years on the. plantation, and the assertion that they are
now said to have made, is not even attempted to be supported by the smallest proof;
my right to them I am perfectly prepared to support as soon as my property in them
is impeached ; but until that is challenged, it would, as I have already observed in my
letter of the 28th ultimo to you, to be a virtual admission of the legality of your act,
to prove my right to that property which nobody disputes with me, and for the re.
covery. of which, together with redress for the wrongs and loss I have suffered,
I have already addressed a superior tribunal.
3.—With regard to the case being submitted to government, Ionly waited for

the decision of the court ofcircuit, to bring the whole affair before the Honourable
the Governor in council by petition, because it is impossible for me to carry on that
extensive undertaking on which so very large a sum has been expended, unless I am
certain of protection from such hostile interruption and violence as that against
which I now complain. Your submitting the subject will, I doubt not, answer that
purpose, provided the case is fully explained; to which end, I hereby require, that
copies of my petition to the court of circuit, with the proceedings held thereon, may
accompanyyour reference to government.

Tellicherry, 4th Jan. 1812. I have, &c.
(signed) § MM. Brown, Owner of the Randaterrah Plantation.

Provincial Court, L. s. Western Division.

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their
proceedings under this date, to the exigence whereof you are hereby required to
conform, making your return within six days from the date hereof.

Given under my hand, and seal of the court, this 13th day of January, a. p. 1812.

(signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court for the Western Division,
under date the 13th January 1812.

The judges observing, from Mr. Brown’s statement, that Wallapid Agatha Assin
Ally, the person who is represented as having sent from the Travancore country the
six children found in Mr. Brown’s plantation, as well as the nine discovered in pos-
session of certain persons, inhabitants of Mahé, is now within this jurisdiction,
Ordered, that the magistrate be called ypon to report to the court, whether he has
examined the said person, and if so, to furnish copy of his examination for the
information of the court.
The magistrate must also be called upon, to state the measures he may have

taken, either by communication with the resident at the court of ‘Travancore, or
through any other channel, in order to follow up the clue afforded by the declarations
of the children, who represent themselves as of free parents, and under various cir-
cumstances stolen from their parents or relations, for the purpose of verifying, as far
as may be possible, the account they have given of themselves, in view to their
eventual restoration to their parents or relations,

Ordered,
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Ordered, that extract of the above be sent to the magistrate in the Zillah of North
Malabar, and a precept be issued, requiring his return thereto within six days from
the date thereof. ;

(signed) —-H.. Clephane, Third Judge, for theRegister.
(A true copy.)

In pursuance of the exigence of the annexed precept, the magistrate forwards
copy of the examination of Wallapiblagatha Assun Ally, and also of the further
communications to and from Mr, Murdoch Brown. The letter from Mr. Brown,
dated Tellichery, the 4th, was not received until the evening of the 5th, or would have
been sent with his return of the 4th to the courts precept of the 27th. The magis-
trate informs the judges further, that he has written to the resident at-the court of
Travancore, and forwarded all the information the children had given, and copy of
Wallapiblagatha Assin Ally’s examination. He also has commissioned some natives
of Travancore to communicate to the public fuctionaries in that province, or in any
other way theyhad the means of conveying, the information of the discoveries of
the children at Anjarakandy and Mahé to their friends and relations.
The magistrate also forwards the examination of the Mopilla Cumba Moidun,

who stole and carried to Anjarakandy, Wattackgee and her child, also of her
brother, held before the magistrate on the 15th and 16th instant; and the examina-
tion of the Cherical Rajah by commission; neither proprietors or owners of the
free-born children or bondsmen having yet preferred a charge against Wallapil-
lagatha Assin Ally, Cumba Moidun, or any of the persons charged in their decla-
ration as accessories; the magistrate has not committed them for trial, in conse-
quence of the opinion the judges of the provincial court have been pleased to
express in their precept, dated the 15th; should the judges, notwithstanding, now
think that a prosecution can be supported against these persons without a complaint
being preferred bythe ‘prosecutors of the free-born or bonds-children. The govern-
ment Vakeel shail be instructed to prosecute them in the same way that the ac-
complices of Assin Ally have in case N°.XV. on the calendar.

Given under my hand, and seal of the court, this 22d day of January, a.p. 1812"
(True copies.)

(1. 5.) (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Examination of Wallapagatha Assin Ally, taken under date the 26th Dhanoo
987, M.s. or 8th January 1812.

Question.—It appears in certain examinations before the court, that you
sent some children from Allapi; did you do so; if you did, mention the
particulars thereof ?

Answer,—] did send; in Muthoonam 986, m. s. Mr. Brown sent me to Allapi
with money to pay for the 500 candies of pepper which was prepared for him
there, for the purpose of export to Bombay; while [ was at Allapi, I saw many
persons purchasing slaves; I went to the cutwal of Allapi, and told him, that as
there is a traffic of slaves carrying on at Allapi, that I wanted a few children, when
the cutwal told me, that I might purchase as many-as I pleased, as the custom of
purchasing and seiling slaves was permitted there; in consequence of which, I pur-
chased from several persons 25 children, both males andfemales, -eight of which
Isent to Mahe, and six to Mr. Brown; afterwards I sent 11 children in a boat
to.Mr. Brown; when the. boatmen landed beyond Cochin, at a place called Yarrat,
for the purpose of cooking their victuals, the inhabitants of the. place cameand

" asked the. boatmen, whence they brought the children, and some other questions,
upon which they became frightened and ran away; at which time the inhabitantg
took the 11 childrenand my man Packroo to the Tannah station, and reported the

circumstances, whereupon I was taken to the Mavinkara fort and’ examined, and
fined in the amount of 1,000 rupees ; the children were taken,. andalso the articles
which were in the boat, and a written decision given me ; I was told that the articles
and the amount I had paid for the children would be demanded from ‘those who
had received it from-me, and-returned to me; afterwards my nephew, Koonjy
Amod, wrote me, that. the children I sent to this place were, by the gentleman’s
order, brought and confined. So soon asI received that letter, 1 quitted the place
by water, and yesterday landed at Mahe; to-day, an my way to the court, I met
Mr. Brown, when he gave mea letter to the gentleman, which I brought with me
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to court; I have also brought pramanums I received from the persons from whom

I purchased the children, and the award given me at Mavilikam.

What are the castes of the children you brought ?
I was informed by the persons who sold them, that they were Wittoowars,

Pooliars, Chanonmars and Korawars, but when I purchased them, thy bore
Mopla names.

For whom did you purchase them ?
I purchased them both by the desire of Mr. Brown, who told me, on my way to

the southward, that he wanted 10 or 15, and for my own use, six of which I sent

to Mr. Brown, and eight I sent to my house at Mahe. The remaining 11, which

I sent to Mr. Brown, were those who were seized, as above-mentioned. From the
children seized and brought from Mahe, two females and one male, were purchased
for me by the Allapi Cutwal himself, and the remaining I purchased with the
knowledge of the said cutwal.

Where are the eleven children taken from you at Mavilakara ?
They are kept at Mavilakara, one of which was taken away by its mother.

Did you mention there the fourteen children sent both to Mr. Brown and to
this place ?

I was neither asked, nor did I mention it.

You say that you purchased them by the cutwal’s order; was any inquiry
made to the cutwal on the subject?

He was fined there in the sum of 54 fanams, but I was informed afterwards, that
it was commuted to 36 fanams.

Look at these 15 children ; are they those sent by you?
I saw nine of them, as I kept them with me for some days; I have also seen

three of those sent to Mr. Brown, and the others were only by my desire; I sent
them at different times in boats at one and two at a time.

The child Iddity says, that she is a Shooder; how is this?
Both the seller as well as she herself, told me that she was not a Shooder.

Of the remaining children, one says, that he is a Wittoowan, and one a
Koravan, and the rest Tier; how is this?

When I purchased them, they all bore Mopla names; they did not inform me of
their caste.

The children sent by you to Mr. Brown, say that two are Shooder, two Tier,
one Mopla, and one Tiety; did you know it?

Their names have been given in writing; the persons who gave me them, said
that they were of low caste; I-do not know their caste; the caste of some of them
is inserted in the said writing, and the names of some are also written of those seit
to Mr. Brown ; those sent to Mahé were purchased with my money, and kept at my
house; one of them I made a present toa person, from whom I received no money.

Had these nine children, prior to their coming into your possession, ate
Mopla food ?

When they were brought to me, they had ate Mopla food, and they bore Mopla
names.

Were those sent to Mr. Brown, bought with Mr. Brown’s money, or with
your's? ;

They were bought with Mr. Brown’s money ; I have by me Mr. Brown’s money;
when we make out our accounts, we shall settle it.

Prior to the children being sent to Mr. Brown, at Anjarakandy, or coming
into your possession, do you know whether they ate Pooliar food ?

I do not know of their being associated with Pooliars, nor did I associate them
with Poolars.

As this case may be brought for trial before the court of quarter sessions,
have you any witnesses to call onyour behalf?

Yes; those mentioned in the pramanums taken by me ; besides these, Akoo China
Chadayan and Kydala Packran, who came with me.

When
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When these children were sent for from Anjarakdndy and examined, two of Fort St. George
them said that certain Pooliars from the southward were seized and brought
byAssun Ally people, Wappan Kooty, and Koonjey Pariey; do you know
this:

I neither sent Pooliars, nor know of it; I have no one of the name of Koonjy
Pariey, or Wappan Kooty, with me.

Do you know Wapping Kooty and Koonjy Pariey?
There is a person of the name of Wapping working as a cooly for Mr. Brown;

Koonjey Pariey I know not.

Is it usual for children to be seized and sold in this manner, at Allipi and
those places ?

Last year, when I went there and wanted one, I could not procure the purchase.
Now, since my going there, several persons have purchasedin great numbers; after
the circumstance of my having purchased these children was investigated, a procla-

mation was issued for general information, in order that purchases in future should
be made in due form, and that the purchased should not be exported.

Has any person purchased and brought to this country ?
I heard that a person of Koonjey Kanny of Ponamy, and others from Calicut,

have brought about 400 persons; I saw one of the boats bringing these people.

Has any person belonging to this zillah brought children?
I heard there, that Tellicherry people had purchased and brought slaves; but I

know not to what number, and when.
(signed)

(A true copy.) (signed) T. H. Baber.

(A true translation.) (signed) J. H. Pearson, Register.

To the Third Judge, acting for the Register.

Previous to a compliance with the exigence of the provincial court’s precept of
this day’s date, the magistrate deems it proper to advise the judges, that he had set
on foot an inquiry into the circumstances set forth in the depositions of twelve of the
sixteen Pooliars (the rest being children), of their having been stolen from their
owners, and transported from their country against their will, to Anjarakandy, since
the month of Yaddawan last, and that it was his intention to have made a full report
of the result thereof to the government, for the purpose of being submitted, together
with his proceedings in the case of the free-born children, for the opinion of the
Honourable Company’s advocate general, as far as related to Mr. Murdoch Brown,
and to have committed or held to bail, as the case might seem to require, those
persons who were amenable to the jurisdiction of the Company’s local courts, as
might appear to the magistrate to have committed the crime of kidnapping and
enslaving free-born children, and kidnapping the 12 bondsmen above alluded to, or
had been in any way concerned as accessories.
The magistrate in his communication, dated the 8th, informed Mr. Brown that

the presence of those sixteen Pooliars would be required some time longer ; but by a
return to his warrant, and a report from the police officer, it appears, that on the fol-
lowing day the two persons who are stated in those depositions to have carried the
greater part of these Pooliars to Mr. Brown’s plantation, were sent out of this
Zillah, one to. Punnany, and the other to Goa.
The magistrate, however, does not despair of obtaining, though he should not

succeed in apprehending those persons by means of the residentof Travancore,
and through other channels, correct information as to the truth or otherwise, of the

account given by the free-born children, and this portion of the bondsmen ; but it will
be obvious to the judges, that he cannot prosecute the investigation, if they insist
upon sending back the latter before he has brought it to a termination, for the same

reasons that the presence of the Pooliars is required ; the magistrate will be glad to
have sent back the whole of the original papers forwarded, with the magistrate’s
return to the court’s precept, dated the 27th ultimo.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, the 13th day of January;

Au.D, 1812.

(t. s.) (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.
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Provincial Court of Circuit, Western Division.

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their
proceedings under this date, together with the documents therein alluded to; you
are hereby required to conform to the court’s order, making your return within
twenty-four hours from the receipt hereof.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, the 15th day of January

A. D. 1812. (signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court of Circuit for the
Western Division, under date the 15th January,a.D. 1812.

Read a communication from the magistrate in the zillah, North Malabar, in
answer to the letter addressed him by order of the judges, dated 14th instant,
transmitting a list of Pooliars taken from Mr. Brown’s premises, now detained
by him.
The judges of the court of circuit have already expressed their opinion of the

illegality of the act on the part of the magistrate, in having in the first instance,
without. any information before him, or claim preferred thereon, removed from
Mr. Brown’s premises, and deprived him of the services of the bondsmen, his pro-
perty; and in consistence with this opinion, they deem it their duty to lessen, as
much as possible, the injury to which Mr. Brown’s undertaking must have been
subjected by their long and continued detention.
The judges do not even perceive, on the grounds of expediency, any valid reason

for the further detention. of the twelve Pooliars and their children; they have
already given. all the information they are capable of imparting, and should the
persons to whom they represented themselves as having belonged, and from whom
they were stolen, appear for the purpose of establishing their claim, or prosecuting
the perpetrators of the theft, their accomplices or accessories, under the provisions
of Regulation XI. a. p. 1809, may; by the usual process observed in respect to
evidences, be forthcoming when required.
The judges do. therefore direct, that .with the exception (for the present, and

until the magistrate shall have sent in the report of his examination of the mopilla
whom she charges with having stolen her) of the female named Wattachee, the
magistrate do forthwith obey the exigence of their precept of the 13th. In regard
to this person, as well as the others in general, the judges must remark, that in their
opinion. the magistrate is following a course which does not seemeither the most
directorefficacious towards the ascertainment of the fact, and which seems to be
an indispensable preliminary to the prosccution of the persons mentioned in their
deposition, as principals or accessories in the theft of their persons, viz. whether or
not they have been actually stolen. This at present rests solely on the declarations
of the slaves themselves, and unless a charge of this nature shall have been ‘pre-
viously preferred by the persons, the proprietors of the bondsmen, and other
evidence adduced thereof, the judges do not see, that either under the provisions of
the Regulation XI. 4. p. 1809, or any other regulation, a prosecution can be sup-
ported against the persons charged in these declarations as accessories only, and
that, in many of the instances, ina very remote degree.

Ordered also, that the. original papers transmitted by the magistrate, with the
return to the court’s precept of the 27th ultimo, and which he has requested may
be returned to him for the purpose of taking copies thereof, be sent to him, and that
hebe required. to return either the said original, or attested copies thereof, as expe-
ditiously as possible.

(A true extract.) (signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge, for the. Register.

An pursuance of the exigence of the annexed precept, received this instant, the
Magistrate has ordered to be sent back. to Anjarakandy the remaining twelve

Pooliars who had made oath they were kidnapped, and forcibly carried from their
country and owners, (in one instance, Poonama, a mother, and three infants, torn

from her husband and their father,) and has suspended all further proceedings
until a complaint has been preferred by their proprietors, on the grounds of the
opinions the judges have explained in the concluding part of the 4th paragraph of
their orders.

Given under my hand, and the court’s seal, the 16th day of January a. p. 1812,

2PM (signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.
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To the Third Judge, for the Register. Fort St. George
. ; . Papers:

In pursuance of the exigence of the court’s orders, as conveyed in your communi-_ State of Slave
cation of yesterday, received late in the evening, the magistrate now forwardeda list in Company's”
of the twelve male and female Pooliars, whom he detained in consequence of their Territories.
having deposed that they had been recently stolen, and transported to Anjarakandy, — SY
and for further particulars refers the judges to the depositions and examinations M.
forwarded with his return to the court’s precept, dated the 27th ultimo. Thejudges
will observe several Pooliars of the same name, but they would readily discover the
identical persons now here, by a reference to that part of their deposition in the
possession of the judges which mentions their place of nativity, their owners names,
and the time and place when and where they were kidnapped. The magistrate has
already informed the judges of the obstacles which have been opposed to him in
Mr. Brown’s silence, and the departure of his two agents out of the jurisdiction of
this zillah ; but he will, notwithstanding, exert every means at his command to follow
up the information contained in the depositions of the Pooliars, provided the judges
of the provincial court will permit him.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 15th day of January
A. D. 1812.

(signed) 1. H. Baber, Magistrate.

The mopilla Coomba Mordein, whom Wattachy charges with having stolen her,
has just been brought in; the magistrate has not taken down his deposition, but
from the examination sent with him, Wattachy’s account of the mode in which she
came into Mr. Brown’s possession does not appear to be exaggerated.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

 

LIST of Men, Women and CHItpRen seized since Eddawan, and sent to the Anjarakandy Plantation.
 

 

     

Number

NAMES. . CASTE. PROPRIETORS. DIASHEN. District or Province. of
Children.

Ayapan - =| Pooliar -|Keedehatoo MinonTamboram | Pattail - =- | Cochin District.

Tavan - «{ D* — -j Arakul Mamootey Mopilla -| Nattoor - D*.

Tavan - «+f Db - Panohada Kanden Nair -  - Perambolata -| Travencore Province| P.

Ittanadily - -{ D* ~| Pidianjery Coonhaien Minon -} Nettoor - | Cochin Province.

Netty - «| Parachy | Coyapoorata Kristna Pilla - | Choolanaad ~-| Travancore Province.

Cafty - + | Pooley -| Parambatta .ddatel Edeketten -)Wadatatta = - pe - - -{ 1 Child.

Poomama - -| De - {Simparambalta KandenTam} Paramballa - Ds.

Itteangar - -{ D° -| Andy Pally Khristram -  ~-| Coombalata -| Cochin D°.

Chochalla -  -| Poolian -| Parakady Kanden Nair - -| Parambata. -| Travancore P.

Cooromba - ~| Poolay -{ EddaionaTamboram - -| Wadakala_ - D*. 2 D*

Anima - -]} De - | Matoo Taragan - -  ~- | Kottenaad De

Wattechy - -{ De  -~| The Rajah of Chiricul -  -| Kalleasherry -| Malabar - -[1D

(signed) T. H, Baber, Magistrate.

 

Provincial Court, Western Division.

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

I am directed by the judges of the provincial court, in reply to the point sub-

mitted for their opinion in the latter part of your return to their precept of the
13th instant, to inform you, that in the expression of their opinion, as containe@ in
extract of their proceedings of the 15th instant, that no prosecution could be sup-

125. ported



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

7io SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

ported against the persons who are stated to have been the purchasers of the
children and adults who represent themselves to have been stolen from the districts
of Cochin and Travancore, whether free or bondsmen, unless the parents or re-
latives in the first case, and the masters or proprietors in the second, should comé
forward with a charge against them; they had in view the provisions of Regu-
lation XI.'a.p. 1809, which seem to consider this as indispensable, and which
further reserves the determination as to the bringing to trial of the persons who may
be thus charged to the Honourable the Governor in council.
The above opinion had no reference to the case of the theft of the female Pooliey

named Wallachee, by the mopilla named Coomba Moidun, which in common with
other crimes committed within the limits of the Honourable Company’s territories,
is directly cognizable by the courts established therein; as however the law officers
object to the government being prosecutors where there are owners of the property
stolen, it seems to be expedient that the Cherikal Rajah should appoint @ person
to carry on the prosecution in his name and on his behalf.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 24th January 1812.

(True copies.) (signed) J. H. Pearson, Register.

(signed) J.H. Pearson, Register.

To the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department.

Sir :—TI have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, inclos-
ing the papers upon the subject of slaves brought into Malabar, and found in the
possession of Mr. M. Brown.

I have read with great attention the whole of these papers, and should have been
glad to find that the infamous traffic there exposed had been within the provisions of
the Act for the abolition of the Slave'Trade, 47 Geo. 3. c. 36. as it is completely
within the object and principle upon which that Act was founded.

But upon reference to the statute, I am sorry to find that it applies exclusively
to the African Slave Trade, and to the importation of slaves from places in Africa,
or from foreign settlements in the West Indies or America.
The prohibition against trading or dealing in slaves, which Mr. Baber seems to

suppose general, is limited (s. 1.) by the expression “ contrary to the provisions of
this Act,” which provisions when referred to, will be found to be exclusively ap-
plicable to Africa, or to foreign settlements in the West Indies or America.’ The
transfer by sale of a slave from one British West India island to another is not
prohibited, and is certainly intended to be left open as before. I fear the omission
to prohibit the trade in Asiatic slaves may in the same manner be held to legalize
the traffic.
A late case appears however to have been decided by the High Court of Admiralty,

supporting the seizure and confiscation of an American slave ship as being engaged
in a traffic unlawful, because contrary to the law of nature, and not countenanced
by the existing laws either of England (since the above statute) or of America; and
so far as relates to the release from slavery of the slaves imported for sale into
British India from the neighbouring states, I am by means sure that our courts
would not act upon the same principle in declaring the traffic illegal and void; but
I think it would be too much to hold the.party guilty of any offence for doing what
was considered legal, and is not prohibited. It may be doubtful, whether in a
country in which the British are governed by the laws of England, a British subject
can be the master of a slave; but if that proposition were admitted in its fullest
force, it would not have any tendency to make the purchase of a slave criminal.
Sir W. Jones, in one of his addresses to the grand jury at Calcutta, stated that he
had in a year of famine bought several children, whom he preserved from death,
but that he should feel it his duty to tell them, when they grew up and were able
to support themselves, that he-had no right over them. In the same address, he
pointed out the custom of kidnapping children in the upper provinces, for sale at
Calcutta, as a crime carried to agreat extent.

If it can be established in evidence, that Mr. Brown was acquainted with, and
encouraged the practice of kidnapping children in Travancore, there can be no doubt
of that ‘being an indictable offence, and one highly proper to be made the subjectof public prosecution ; but that does not appear to be brought home to him in
evidence.

IT must add, however, that Mr. Baber, acting as a justice of the peace in taking
informations,
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informations, and if he shall see reason, committing for trial a British subject, for
what he as a magistrate may deem an offence against the laws of England, is not:
only entitled but bound to follow his own best judgment, and although at his request
the opinion of the legal adviser of government may with propriety becommunicated
to him, it may be proper in me to notice the difference of his situation in that cha-
racter, from the ordinary duties of his office, in which he is liable to the general con-
troul and directions of the government, or of intermediate authorities.

( Tam, &ec.

signed) A. Anstruther, Advocate Gen.

Fort St. George, 14th April 1812. 8 vocate Gen

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir :—Since writing to you on the 14th ultimo, on the subject of the traffic of
slaves'in Malabar, I have seen the statute of 51 Geo. 3. c. 23. which extends to
India the prohibition to British subjects engaging in such traffic. The penal con-
sequences attach in India from the 1st of January 1812, and perhaps Mr. Brown
may in strictness be within that clause. Ido not, however, send for the papers to
ascertain the date of his late acts, because J am satisfied that it would be great in-
justice to bring him to trial for violating the law many months before it can
reasonably be supposed that he knew of its existence; probably the copy of the
statute which lately arrived in His Majesty's ship Africaine was the first in India.

I should think it a proper measure for government to publish throughout the
provinces under its authority, the substance of the statute which applies in all its
consequences and penalties to all persons residing within the King’s or Company’s
territorities, including therefore the native subjects of this government. .

Iam, &c.
(signed) A. Anstruther, Advocate Gen.

Fort St. George, 14th May 1812.

Ordered, in consequence of the letters according to the following drafts, be dis-
patched to the register of Sudder and Foujdarry Adawlut, and the judge in North
Malabar.

To the Register to the Court of Sudder and Foujdarry Adawlut.

Sir :—As connected with the subject of the proceedings of the Foujdarry Adaw-
lut, transmitted with your letter, under date the 3d ultimo, I am directed by the

Honourable the Governor in council to transmit to you, for the further consideration

and report of the Foujdarry Adawlut, the accompanying letter, with its inclosures,

under date the 19th February, from the judge and magistrate, zillah North Mala-

bar, and the inclosed copies of two letters, under date the 14th ultimo and 14th

instant, from the advocate general.
2.—It is desirable that the opinion of the Foujdarry Adawlut, as to the mode of

proceeding to be adopted with regard to the persons committed, N° 15 of the calen-

dar, as accessories to the theft and sale of the nine children’ found at Mahé,

adverted to in Mr. Baber’s letter, should be communicated as soon as it may be

convenient.
3.—I am also directed to transmit, for the information of the Foujdarry Adawlat,

the inclosed copy of a letter of this date, to the judge and magistrate, zillah North

Malabar. I have the honour to be, &c.

(signed) W. Thackeray, Chief Sec’ to Gov'.

Fort St. George, 29th May 1812.

To the Judge and Magistrate, Zillah North Malabar.

Sir :—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, under date the

29th February, and to inform you, that the Honourable the Governor in council

has under consideration the most effectual means of putting a stop to the nefar-ous

traffic in slaves which has prevailed on the Malabar coast ;. in the mean time, I am

directed to acquaint you, that the Governor in council approves of your inquiries

and measures with regard to the persons found in a state of slavery on Mr. Brown’s

plantation, and desires that you will continue your inquiries respecting the twelve
slaves said to have been recently stolen, or brought to Mr. Brown’s plantation, and

anyothers. who-you may have reason to suspect were stolen,
125. 2.—I am
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Fort St. George 9,—I am also directed to transmit for your information, the inclosed copies of two
s mySl: * letters, under date the 14th ultimo and 14th instant, from the advocate general,
in Company's. containing his opinion as to the applicability of the Acts for the abolition of the

Territories. slave trade, to Mr. Murdoch Brown. .

3.—You will receive in the course of a few days, the directions of the govern-
ment respecting the persons committed, N° 15 of the calendar, as accessories to the
theftand sale of the nine children found at Mahé.

Tam, &c.
(signed) W. Thackeray, Chief Sec’ to Gov'.

Fort St. George, 29th May 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 31st July 1812.

Read the following Letter from the Register to the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir:—I am directed by the Foujdarry Adawlut to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 29th ultimo, with its several inclosures, and to transmit to you
the accompanying extract from the court’s proceedings of this date, for the pur-
pose of being laid before the Honourable the Governor in council.

Ihave, &c.
(signed) § Edward Wood, Register.

Foujdarry Adawlut, Register’s Office, 1gth June 1812.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Foujdarry Adawlut, under date the
igth of June 1812.

Read letter, dated the 29th ultimo, from the chief secretary to Government,
referring a letter, with inclosures, under date the 29th of February, from the magis-
trate of the Zillah of North Malabar, and copies of two letters from the advocate
general, and signifying the desire of the Honourable the Governor in council, to
receive the opinion of the court, as to the mode of proceeding to be adopted in the
case to which paragraphs 54 to 61, and paragraph 68, of Mr. Baber’s letter, parti-
cularly refer.
The case in question is N° 15 on the North Malabar Calendar for the first quarter

sessions of the year, and from the copy of that document, received from the third
judge, Mr. Hay Clephane, before whom the jail delivery was held, the case
appears to be thus described :—‘‘ The government by Vakeel Versus Wallapakata,
Assankooty Maniub, Moideen Cootty, Kayab Moideen Cootty, strong suspicion of
being privy to the kidnapping nine free-born children, natives ot Travancore, depriving.
the boys of the kodoma (the distinguishing mark of caste); boring the ears, and
putting in aliket, and the koopa (a mopla dress) on the girl; in having secreted
them on their arrival from Alepsy, whence they were sent by Wallapakata Assen
Ally, not apprehended :” and the column for the remarks of the presiding judge
contains the following statement, viz. :—‘‘ The court declined proceeding to the trial
of this case, as the law officer objected to the legality of the surkar vakeel being
appointed as prosecutor, while the parents and relatives of the nine non-adults, to
the kidnapping and stealing of whom the prisoners are charged as having been
accessary, are now existing; the judge being further of opinion, that the case falls
under the provisions of Regulation XI. of a. p. 1809, and that the orders of the
Honourable the Governor in council are required before it can be brought to trial;
which opinions were communicated to the magistrate, accompanied by the judge’s
opinion, that he did-not conceive a prosecution would lie against the prisoners, but
-that, should the magistrate think otherwise, he might hold them to bail in the
interim of a reference to the Honourable the Governor in council, pursuant to the
provisions of the Regulation above quoted.”
The prisoners Wallapakata Assen Cootty Manaib, Moideen Cootty, and Kayal

Moideen Cootty, were therefore committed by the magistrate as accessories
to the theft and intended sale, as slaves, of nine free-born children, who had been
found in their possession at Mahé, having been sent to them “ from. the most
remote parts of Travancore,” where they had been stolen.
And the grounds of the third judge’s hesitation to take cognizance of. the caso

were, ist. That it was the opinion of the Mahomedan law officer of the court, that
the
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the appearance of the parents to prosecute could not be dispensed with; and,
adly. That to give the court of quarterly jail delivery competence in the case, it
was requisite that the order of the Governor in council should be produced for
bringing them to trial. .
These grounds, in paragraphs 60 and 61 of the letter now before the court, the

magistrate endeavours to controvert; and in answer to that which was considered
by the third judge to constitute a bar to the jurisdiction of the court in the case,
strives to. drawa distinction, as to locality, between the offence committed by Walla-
pakata Assen Ally, and that of the three prisoners at Mahé.
Without entering into the matter urged by the magistrate on this point, which

indeed chiefly relates to another question, the liability of the prisoners to be proceeded
against for the smaller offence, that of merely receiving the stolen children, it may
be sufficient to refer to the charge entered by the magistrate in his calendar of
prisoners committed or held to bail for trial, in order to decide upon the merits of
the third judge's objection, and to form a judgment.of the magistrate’s views and
intentions in bringing the parties before him ; and from the terms in which the charge
is couched, it seems evident that the magistrate, in committing them, held them to
be guilty, and meant to put them upon their trial as accessories to the crime in which
Wallapakata Assen Ally was the principal offender, and which had been perpetrated
in places out of the limits of the British provinces. The commitment decidedly
brought the case within the provision of Regulation 11, of 1809, and upon such
commitment, the third judge could only bejustified in proceeding to the trial, on the
production of the authority noted in section 3 of that Regulation.
With regard to the other objection of the third judge, founded on the moofties

opinion on apointof law, which the magistrate attempts to combat in paragraph
61 of his letter, the court observe, as indeed it was natural to expect, that the third
judge understands the business of a court of jail delivery better’ than the zillah
magistrate. The former was aware, that it became his duty to regulate his pro-
ceedings by the opinion delivered by his law officer, and finally to abide by such
opinion, unless he considered it contrary to the principles of natural justice, or to
the Mahomedan law, in whichcase the point was referrible to the determination of
his court. But even had the third. judge seen reason to question the propriety
of abiding by this opinion of the mooftie, the doubt entertained by himself of his
competence to take cognizance of the case, would of course. appear to render
useless a reference to this court on the point of law. ,
The court consider it unnecessary to advert to the magistrate’s remarks in relation

to this objection of the third judge, further than to submit, that the insinuations
towards and at the conclusion of this paragraph (the 61st) of his letter, should not
be suffered to pass unnoticed.

But with a view to ascertain the procedure now to be pursued against the prisoners,
the court have received the following opinion from the Cazee oob Coozzal and moof-
ties, in answer to questions put by their order, viz. that a person convicted of stealing
a free-born child, with whatever view, would, under the Mahomedan law, be liable
to tazeer, and that if in such case there were no prosecutor, it would be competent
to the hakem to prosecute, for the sake of the public peace and good order.

There cannot, therefore, be a doubt, that under the Mahomedan law, the act of
stealing free-born children is criminal, and that punishment is enforceable at the
suit of the magistrate for the time being; and were the case under consideration
subject to the ordinary jurisdiction of the established courts of criminal judicature,
there would appear to be no difficulty in proceeding against the offenders. But as
the offence ta which they stand charged with having been accessary, was not
committed within the limits of the British provinces, they became amenable to such
charge only under the provision made by Regulation 11, of 1809, and the special
order of the Governor in council for bringing them to trial, appears to be requisite.

It remains to be observed, that section 2 of the Regulation in question seems
specifically to require, that the charge in the cases for which it provides, shall be
preferred by the aggrieved party, and the rule may perhaps proceed on the principle,
that as jurisdiction is determined -by: the locality of offence, it may be the more
necessary that the court, taking cognizance of a case not subject to its ordinary
jurisdiction, should have. before it in the accusation or charge of the party injured
and complaining, a proof of his desire to adopt that mode of obtaining redress,
and of his willingness to abide by its decision thereupon.
The court direct, that extract of these proceedingsbesent to the chief secretary

to the government. .
(A true extract,) (signed) § Edward Wood, Register.

125.
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Ordered, in consequence, That letters, according to the following drafts, be dis-
patched to the register to the court of Sudder Adawlut, and to the judge and magis-
trate of North Malabar.

To the Register to the Gourt of Sudder and Foujdarry Adawlut.

Sir :—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the proceedings which accom-
panied your letter, under date the 19th ultimo, and to state, for the information of
the judges of the Foujdarry Adawlut, that the Honourable the Governor in-council
hasbeenpleased to direct, that the prisoners, Wallapakata Assen Kootty, Manaib
Moiden Cooty, and Kayab Moideen Cooty, shall be: brought to trial for receiving,
disfiguring and secreting nine free-born children, natives of Travancore, knowing
them to have been stolen.

(signed)

Fort St. George, 31st July 1812.

Iam, &c.
Wm. Thackeray, Chief Sec. to Government.

To the Judge and Magistrate, Zillah North Malabar.

Sir :-—With reference to the last paragraph of my letter, under date the 19th May,
Tam directed to transmit, for your information, the inclosed extract from the pro-
ceedings of the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, and to inform you, that the Honourable
the Governor in council is pleased to direct, that Wallapakata Assen Cooty, Manaib
Moideen Cooty, and Kyab Moideen Cootty, shall be brought to trial for receiving,
disfiguring, and secreting nine free-born children, natives of Travancore, knowing
them to have been stolen. Lam, &c.

(signed) = W. Thackeray, Chief Sec. to Government.
Fort St. George, gist July 1812.

REGULATION XI, A.D. 1809.

A Recutarion to provide, in certain cases, for the trial of Native Subjects of.
the British Government, who may be charged with Crimes or Misdemeanors
committed in Places out of the Limits of the British Provinces ; passed by.
the Governor General in Council at Fort St. George, on the 17th November
1809, corresponding with the 4th Karteeky of the year Sookla, 1730th year
of Saleewaguna; and with the 8th Shuwwal 1224 Hijree.

Whereas under the existing laws, native subjects of the British government ar®
not amenable to the established criminal courts for crimes or misdemeanors com-
mitted in places out of the limits of the British provinces; and whereas, the pur-
poses of justice require that provision should be made for supplying this defect;
the following rules have been enacted to be in force throughout the British territories
immediately subject to the government of the presidency of Fort St. George from
the date of their promulgation.

IT. First.—Whenever a native subject of the British government shall be charged
with murder or homicide of any sort, rape or other great personal violence, rob-
bery, burning of houses, or violent affrays, or any other serious offence, com-
mitted in any place out of the limits of the British provinces, either against the
subjects of the British government, or any other persons, and shall be found in
any part of such provinces ; the magistrate of the zillah in whose jurisdiction the
accused person may be found, on the charge against. him being deposed to on
oath, or under a solemn declaration by the complainant, as required by section V.
Regulation VI. 1802, shall issue process for apprehending the party accused
under the provisions of that Regulation; and on his attendance, shall make
such inquiry into the charge, as the circumstances of the case and the evidence
attainable may admit of; after which, he shall report his proceedings to the
Governor in council.

Second.—In such cases, the magistrate shall commit the prisoner, or hold him
to bail according as the nature of the charge in ordinary cases would require;. i
cases of commitment, the form shall specify, until the orders of government shall
be received; and in cases of bail, the form of the bail-bond shall ‘be, in the first
instance, to appear before the magistrate on a certain day assigned (leaving time
for the receipt of the orders of government); and on such subsequent days as
the magistrate shall require. Should government in the latter case direct the

accuse
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accused to be brought to trial, the magistrate shall cause the bail-bond to be
renewed in the ordinary form, to appear and take his trial before the court
appointed for that purpose.

IJI.—In cases referred under the preceding section, as. well as in all cases of
the like nature which may in any manner come before the Governor in council,
if it appear proper that the prisoner should be brought to trial for the offence.
imputed to him, the Governor in council shall be competent to direct, that the
prisoner be brought to trial before any of the established courts of criminal judi-
cature within the British provinces, which he may be pleased to appoint; and the
special order of the Governor in council for the purpose, shall be deemed full and
sufficient authority for the trial and punishment of such prisoner by the court so
appointed, as well as by the court of Foujdary Udalut, if the case be referrible,
under the regulations in force to that court.

IV.—Whenevera native subject of the British government shall be brought
to trial before any of the established courts of criminal judicature under the pro-
visions of this regulation, the trial shall be conducted, and sentence thereupon
passed and carried into execution, under the general regulations in force, in like
manner as if the offence had been committed within the British territories, and
the case subject to the ordinary jurisdiction of those courts.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 11th August 1812.

Sent the following letter—

To G. Dowdeswell, Esq. Fort William.

Sir :—A traffic in slaves from Travancore having been discovered to have been
carried on to a considerable extent, and the advocate general at this presidency, on
the occasion of stating his opinion on a reference made to him on the subject,
having observed, that he thinks it a proper measure for the governmentto. publish
throughout the provinces under its authority, the substance of the statute, 51 Geo. 3.
cap. 23, passed on the 14th May 1811, for rendering more effectual an Act made
in the forty-seventh year of his Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for the Abolition
“ of the Slave Trade,” which in the opinion of the advocate general, applies in all
its consequences and penalties to all persons residing within the King’s or Com-
pany’s territories, including therefore the native subjects of their government, ] am
directed by the Honourable the Governor in council, to state his request to be
favoured with the directions of the Right honourable the Governor General in
council, as to the propriety of giving full effect to the statute, and the manner in
which it shall be made public. I have, &c.

(signed) W. Thackeray, Chief Sec’ to Gov

Fort St. George, 11th August 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 11th September 1812.

Read the following Letter from the Magistrate, Zillah, North Malabar, to the
Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir:—I have the honour to make the following Report, for the information and
orders of the Honourable the Governor in Council relative to five slaves, four boys
anda girl, landed from the grab ship Kadry, owner Chowakhara Cunhy Packy,
lately arrived at this port from Mocha.
The first intimation I received of this occurrence, was brought to me on Tuesday

evening the ist instant, byDadushaw Cursetjee, a native of Bombay, but at present
an inhabitant of this town, who presented a petition to the same purport last year;
he had been desired by his employer,. the rajah of Coorg, to endeavour to procure
for him a lion and five Abbisyklas (native of Abissinia) that he accordingly sent an
agent over to Mocha, who returned and broughta, lioness and two Arab boys.

In consequence of this information, I ordered the cutwal and one of the court
officers to go.on board this vessel, and ascertainwhatother slaves there were on
board, and to bring the nokadar on shore; I also summoned Chowakhara Cunhy
Pachy, the owner of the vessel, and Shaik Doud, the agent employed by Dadushaw
in the purchase of these children. ,

135.
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They all appeared, and were examined; Chowakhara Cunhy Pachy denied al}
participation in, or even knowledge of the transaction; Shaik Doud acknowledged
he had purchased two Abbarry slaves for 84 dollars ; that it was a common traffic at
Mocha, and that besides his two, three others had arrived by the same opportunity,
viz. two the property of a Calicut merchant, named Aman Ulla, and the other of
the ships Malima Assen; an order was immediately issued to Amanulla, and the
ships Malima Assen, to appear before me with the children in question.

hey all came, and were, together withnoikadar, examined ; Sayed Sidago, the
noikadar, native of Malabar, after some prevarication, acknowledged that five slaves
had been put on board his vessel at Mocha, and been landed at this port, that two
of them were the property of Dadushaw Cursitjee; twa of. Amanulla, a Calicut
merchant; and the other, ofthe ship’s Maluna. He acknowledged Dadushaw
Cursitjee had paid him25 dollars for the freight of thelioness and slaves, and the
Calicut merchant, 10 dollars; he said also, that gieat.numbers.were_ brought.from
Abshek (Abissinia) to Mocha for sale; that while there, two ofthe XeriffofJuddas
vessels had arrived with a number of children, male and female, andhad sailed for
Bengal. Lo,

Amenulla stated, that he was.a merchant, left Calicut seven months in an Arab
vessel, and returned a passenger in the Great Kadry, that he had brought with him
two slaves whom he had purchased at Hoodda, in Arabia, for 110 dollars; did not
know of whom he had made the purchase, or their country; all he knows was, they
had come from a distant country, and spoke the Abshik dialect; acknowledged he
did not acquaint the custom-house officer when he landed them.

Malina Assen acknowledged he purchased a boy of an Arab. of Mocha for
51 dollars, but does not know the Arab’s name, nor the boy’s country; that he
spoke the Abshik dialect; that the traffic is very common; acknowledges he did
not acquaint the custom-house officer when he brought the. boy on shore.
The collector of customs having informed me.some months ago, that he would

send orders to the custom-house officers to afford every assistance in putting a period
to traffic so contrary to law,I sent for the custom-house officer, who said that the
slaves had been landed without his orders, or even knowledge, and that he only had
heard of two having been brought on shore, viz. those belonging to Dadushaw
Cursitjee, which person had, on Monday evening, 31st ultimo, gone to him, and
offered to send them on board again if he wished.
The cutwal and court officer whom I had. deputed to search the grab returned,

and reported that there was one little Arab boy there, but that he was not a slave;
that he had been sent on board by his parents. ,

Although there is no positive regulation against the importation of slaves from
Arabia. or elsewhere, yet it is well understood by the natives of this coast that the
traffic is prohibited. Dadushaw Cursitjee and Chowakhora Cunhy Pachy appeat
to have been particularly culpable; the former in giving his agent such a com-
mission, and the latter in not cautioning his people against receiving slaves on board
his vessel.
They were both, as were indeed all the merchants, apprized by me, before the

sailing of this vessel to Arabia, of the recent very strong and positive Act of Par-
liament against this traffic, (an abstract of which was published in the Bombay
Courier of the 28th December 1811,) as they were also in this courtduring the
inquiry relative to the children imported from Travancore.

The provincial court of circuit having objected, on a former occasion, to proceed
to the trial of persons accused of nearly a similar crime, though attended with more
aggravating circumstances, and even since the receipt of the orders of government,
directing that these persons shall be brought to trial, having repeated their opinion,
that under the exposition ofthe Mohammedan law by the law officer, the attendance
of the parents or relations of those children was indispensable, I have refrained
from proceeding further than to call upon the persons concerned to find bail for
their appearance until the receipt of an answer to this reference. I have also to
request I may receive the orders of the Honourable the Governor in Council in
regard to the disposal of the five slaves.

I have the honour to be, &e.
(signed) J. H. Baber. Magistrate, Provincial Court of Circuit;

(t.s.) Western Division.
Tellicherry, 3d Sept. 1812.
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To the Magistrste in the Zillah of North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their
proceedings under this date, for your information.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 17th day of August, anno
Domini 1312. (signed) J. Smee, Second Judge, for the Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court of Circuit in Western
Division, under date the 17th. August, anno Domini 1812.

Re-perused the communication received from the magistrate, North Malabar, on
the rath instant, reporting the orders of the Honourable the Governor in Council,
to have brought fortrial the prisoners in Case XV. on the calendar of the first
quarter ‘sessions of the current year, for having received, disfigured, and secreted
nine free-born children, natives of Travancore, knowing them to have been stolen,
all of whom the magistrate reports to have forwarded in February last to the resi-
dent in Travancore, for the purpose of being restored to their families.
The magistrate therefore requests to be informed, whether, in the opinion of the

judges of the court of circuit, the presence of those children, with their parents or
relations, is now indispensable.
The court having referred to the proceedings of the judge who presided at the

first sessions of this year, it appears the magistrate was informed, under date the
22d of January 1812, that the law officer objected to the legality of the circar vakeel
being appointed to prosecute the prisoners in Case XV. on ‘the calendar, on the
charges before alluded to, whilst the parents or relations of the nine non-adults
were existing.
Under this exposition of the Mohammedan law, the judges of the court of cir-

cuit are of opinion, that the magistrate should concert measures with the resident
in Travancore, to procure the attendance of the nine non-adults, with their respec-
tive parents or relations, at the fourth quarterly session, which will be held in
October next.

(A true extract.) (signed) J. Smee, Second Judge, for the Register.
(True copy.) J. H. Baber, Magistrate.

The following draft of a reply is read and approved :—

To the Judge and Magistrate, Zillah, North Malabar.
Sir:—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 3d in-

stant, and to inform you, that the Honourable the Governor in Council desires
that you will proceed according to law, against the persons concerned in the im-
portation of five slaves from Mocha.

2.—-On reference to the inclosed extract from the proceedings of the Foujdarree
Adawlut, dated the 19th June 1812, you will observe, that the hakim is competent
to prosecute the persons accused of receiving, disfiguring and secreting the nine
free-born children, natives of Travancore.

Ian, &c.
(signed) § W. Thackeray, Chief Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 11th Sept. 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, the goth October 1812.

Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government at Fort
William :-— ,

To W. Thackeray, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government at Fort St. George.
Sir :—I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor General in Council

to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the. 11th ultimo.
2.—-The exact nature of the traffic in slaves mentioned by you to be carried on

from Travancore, not being stated in your letter, the Governor General in council is
of Course precluded from forming a jedgment, whether that traffic falls within the
_ purview of the Act of the 51 Geo. 3. c. 23. intituled, “ An Act for rendering more
effectual an Act made in the forty-seventh year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, An
Act for the Abvlition of the Slave Trade; ” with respect, therefore, to that particular

125, point,
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point, his Lordship in council can only obscrve, that he does not consider the pro-
visions of the Act in question applicable to the importation or removal of slaves by
land. It having been deemed proper, however, to consider maturely the course of
measures which should be pursued by the local governments of this country, with
respect to the above-mentioned statute, the following is the purport of the resolu-
tions adopted by the Governor General in council on that subject:— _
3.—The provisions of the Act being highly penal in their operation, and its

object highly important, the Governor General in council has considered it proper

to order a copy of it to be published in the Calcutta Gazette, for general infor-
mation.
4.—Jn like manner his Lordship in council has directed copies of the Act to be

forwarded to the local governments of Bombay, Java, of Prince of Wales Island,

of Mauritius, of Ceylon, and to the residents at the Moluccas, and at Fort
Marlborough. ;

5.—On the same principle, copies of the statutes willbe forwarded to the magis-
strates of Chittagong and Cuttack (the only seaports, excepting Calcutta, in Bengal),
in order, that in their capacity of justices of the peace under the law of England,
they may aid in enforcing the provisions of the statute.
6-—The Governor in council at Fort St. George is aware, that a regulation was

some time ago passed at this presidency, for preventing the importation of slaves from
foreign countries; inquiries will be made, with the view of ascertaining whether the
provisions of that regulation have been effectual in preventing that species of traffic;
if not, a further regulation will be passed without loss of time, establishing severer
penalties for the infringement of the prohibition now existing under the regulation
above noticed, of the importation of slaves from foreign countries, in conformity to
the spirit of the statute to which the foregoing remarks allude. In like manner, the
Governor General in council begs leave to recommend, that a regulation be passed
at Fort St. George, for preventing the importation of slavesby land into the terri.
tories subject to that presidency, under such penaltiesas the Governor in council
may deem fully adequate to the preventionofthat traffic.

7.—The foregoing remarks, it is presumed, will inform the Governor in council
sufficiently of the construction annexed by the Governor General in council to the
Act of the 51st Geo. 3. c. 23, and of the measures which it has been judged neces.
sary to adopt at this presidency. It is scarcely necessary to, add, that his Lordship
in council is of opinion, that similar measures should be adopted by the government
of Fort St. George, with such modifications. as local circumstances may suggest,
without, of course, departing from the principle on which the measures above detailed
are founded. Ihave, &c.

(signed) G. Dowdeswell, Secretary to Government.

Fort William, 26th September 1812.

P, §.—Inclosed, you will receive twenty copies of the above mentioned statute.

Ordered, in consequence, that a letter of the following tenor be dispatched to
the Advocate General.

To the Advocate General.

Sir:—I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying printed copy of the
Slave Trade Felony Act, with copy of a letter on the subject from the secretary to
the government at Fort William, and to request, that you will state what meaeures it
may appear to you incumbent on the Governor in council to adopt, in consequence of
the provisions of the statute, and the orders of the supreme government.

I am, &c.
(signed) § D. Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, goth Oct. 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 20th November 1812.

Read the following letters from the Advocate General to the Secretary to
Government in the Judicial Department :—

Sir :—I have received your letter, dated the 30th ultimo: the statute 51 Geo. 3.
c. 23, expressly extends to all persons residing within the Company’s territories,
against all of whom the penalties of felony are enacted for bringing slaves into these

territories ;
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territories; if therefore the courts of judicature here had Jed the provincial courts
to notice, and act upon, British statutes, (as they are bound to do, in strictness of
law, when these statutes apply to them), and if the natives had also been accus-
tomed to'look to the British Parliament for legislation, nothing would be requisite
to be done by any local authority, the law being already in force.

But as the provincial courts and the suitors are accustomed to laws published by
the authority of this government, I think it will be advisable and proper, for the
sake of uniformity, to publish this also, either stating it to be the promulgation of
a law already in force by the authority of the King in Parliament, or merely enacting
the same provisions, in the form of a regulation of the government, which by the
same authority of the legislature, has already been invested with the powerof framing
regulations for the guidance of the provincial courts.
As the Governor General in council has declared, that the statute only extends

to ihe importation of slaves by sea, and as the objection equally applies to the
introduction of slaves by land, and ought to be guarded against by similar precau-
tions, I humbly advise, that a regulation to the same effect, in other respects
applicable to the introduction of slaves by land, be published with the former; or

if the purport of the statute is published here, as a regulation of this government,

in the same form with other regulations, the regulation may at once be extended
to all introduction of slaves, by land or sea, which I should think the more advisable
shape to give to it. I am, &e.

(signed) Alex, Anstruther, Advocate General.
Fort St. George, 5th Nov, 1812.

To the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department.

Sir:—Since I addressed you on the 5th instant, on the subject of the Slave
Trade Felony Act, my attention has been called to it by noticing the address of the
Recorder of Bombay to the grand jury, as published in the Government Gazette
here on the 29th ultimo. I have not ascertained its authority, that being immate-
rial to the present object.

There seems to me to be no doubt of the correctness of the observations contained
in the above publication, that, under strict interpretation of the statute of 1811,
the commander of an Arab or other foreign Asiatic vessel carrying slaves for sale, or
even only navigating partly by the slaves of the owner or commander, and entering
any British port in India, becomes liable to the penalties of felony ; but the conse-
quences of the same interpretation would go much further; for although the
legislature has expressly provided (s. 4.), that the Act shall not extend to the
removal of slaves from one British settlement to another in the West Indies, no
such exemption from punishment is allowed to the same conduct in the East Indies;
accordingly, the temporary removal of a native with his family and slaves,:in the
ordinary course of business, from Bombay to the coast of Malabar, from either of
these places to Ceylon, from Ceylon to the coast of Coromandel, or from herice to
Bengal or Penang, would incur the penalties of felony. It may even be questioned,
whether the importation of a slave at one port (as Masulipatam) of the same territory,
from another port of which (as Madras)he has been brought, is not felony within
the Act ; and it seems clear, that if a merchant of Malabar goes over to the opposite
islands, or if a Choliar of the coast of Coromandel pursues the accustomed traffic
to Achin and Pegu, in a vessel navigated by his slaves, his return with them to the
British territories, to be therein dealt with as slaves, is felony under the letter of the
Statute.

If the importation of slaves by land shall be made liable to the same penalties as
the importation by sea, which I had in my former report recommended, the conse-
quences of the above interpretation of the statute will include, in the penalties of

felony, every native, who, travelling with his family and slaves, shall enter the
British territories ; the position of these territories render this peculiarly incon-
venient. Until the assumption of the Carnatic in the year 1801, almost every
native inhabitant of Madras was in the habit of spending a part of his timein almost
every year in the nabob’s territories, I presume, that a similar intercourse must exist
between the natives of the British dominions and the neighbouringallies; upon

every side, some parts of our possessions are surrounded by-allied states, while other

states are inclosed within the British, and a considerable portion of the traffic of the
East has always been carried on by merchants travelling from one country to
another with their goods, and with their attendants and'‘slaves, to take care of those

325, goods,
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goods. To make this felony would be inconsistent with every principle that has
hitherto regulated the legislation in the East, the basis of which is to preserve and
support the existing usages.

In considering the Act, it is impossible to mistake the origin of the omission to
adapt its provisions to the circumstances existing in India; the whole purview of
the Act points out the trade in African slaves to the West Indies, as the evil intended
to be remedied, and apparently more for the sake of uniformity and of principle,
than to remedy any existing evil; the general clause of prohibition and penalty has
been made to include the territories of the East India Company. But the precau-
tions against the importation of slaves are calculated only for islands, and in the
exception in favour of removals of slaves from one settlement to another, the East
Indies and all other places,-except the West India islands, are wholly overlooked.
The object of the legislature in the Act is not to interfere with the existing rights

of masters over their slaves, but merely to destroy the inhuman traffic in the pro-
curement of new slaves, and as that, like all other traffic, depends upon the market
open ‘to the dealers, the evident design of the legislature, in establishing severe
penalties upon the importation of new slaves, is, that of preventing all temptation to
to the traffic, by leaving no market open for it.
The imperfections in the statute cannot be remedied by any act of the govern.

ments‘in India; so far as the Act is to be applied by the King’s courts, or to operate —
by its own force; but where the intervention of the local authority becomes requisite
from its general legislative power to promulgate the intentions of the supreme legis-
lature, it appears to me, that the local government will discharge its duty more
correctly, by rectifying the mistakes which the legislature has evidently fallen into,
whether from inadvertence, or from not being acquainted with local circumstances,
than by enforcing the letter of the statute in particulars inconsistent with its general
spirit.
P Under this opinion, I advised, in my former report, that the introduction of slaves
by land should be expressly prohibited under the same penalties which apply to their
importation by sea; it is manifest, that if their importation by land were permitted
in India, the whole act would be nugatory here, being liable to evasion by the
simple expedient of landing the slaves first in a neighbouring state; and in the only
instance of this traffic which has come to my knowledge, (by the late reports of the
judge and magistrate in North Malabar), it might continue to be carried on with
impunity, the slaves having been introduced into Malabar from the adjoining country
of Travancore, where they were procured. I can have no doubt in also recom-
mending, that in any regulation which the government may issue on the subject, the
exception contained in the fourth clause of the statute, in favour of the removal of
slaves from one British settlement in the West Indies to another, may be extended
to similar removal from any one to any other place,~in the.same, or in any other
settlement or possession of the King, or of the East India Company, within the
Company’s exclusive limits of trade; this exemption should jnclude all removals
and bringing back of slaves, whether direct and immediate, or after touching or
staying at any intermediate foreign places, so as such slaves had before been slaves
in the British territories. .

I also think it will be proper to restrict the penalty to the introduction of new
slaves procured for that purpose, or introduced for the purpose of sale; in framing
a regulation for this purpose, there will be danger of leaving means of evading the
law, which may be guarded against; perhaps a provision may be framed, at once
sufficiently comprehensive and sufficiently precise, by excepting from the penalties
of the Act, all persons who, not being subjects of the British possessions, shall-enter
the British territories with slaves not intended to be sold, assigned or transferred
therein, and who shall not sell nor offer for sale, such slaves, while they remain in
these territories, declaring any subsequent sale, transfer or assignment in the said
territories, of slaves so introduced, to be conclusive proof of their having been brought
for that purpose.

These: suggestions here occurred to me on the subject, but it is probable that other
suggestions may occur to other gentlemen better acquainted with the usages and
traflic of the interior provinces, Lam. &c, &e.

(signed) Alex’ Anstruther, Advocate General.
Fort St. George, 17th Nov. 1812.

Ordered, in consequence, that a letter of the following tenor be dispatched to the
secretary to government at Bengal.
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To George Dowdeswell,Esq. Secretary to Government, Fort William.

Sir :—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th of

September last, and to state that, as the slave tradefelany act was of course to.con-

stitute the ground work of the proposed regulation for preventing the importationof
slaves into the territories subject to this government, the Honourable the Governor

in council deemed it expedient to take the opinion of the advocate general with regard

to the provisions which such a regulation ought to contain.
2.—It was originally the intention of the Governor in council to have caused a

regulation for this presidency. to be framed, in conformity to the sentiments which
might be expressed by the advocate general in his reply to the reference made to him
‘on the subject; but in consideration of the necessity of promulgating the statute
51 Geo. ILI. c. 23, throughout this country in the accustomed manner, and the
expediency of modifying certain of its provisions, being common to all the govern-
ments of the East India Company, it has seemed to the Governor in council to be
more correct to furnish the supreme government with copies of the two reports which
the advocate general has submitted, to the end, that should the Governor General
in council concur in the opinions therein stated, a general regulation for India may
be framed, and hereafter incorporated in the separate code for this presidency.
3.—I am accordingly directed to transmit you the accompanying copies of those

- reports, and to express the request of the Governor in council, to be furnished with

the further intructions of the supreme government.
I have, &c.

(signed) DD. Hill, Sec’ to Gov'.
Fort St. George, 20th November 1812. .

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 26th January 1813.

_ Read the following letters from the chief secretary to government at Fort William,
and from the magistrate in Zillah, North Malabar :-—

To W. Thackeray, ChiefSecretary to Government, at Fort St. George.

Sir:—In the letter-which I addressed you on the 26th September last, respecting

the trade in slaves, I hadthe honour to observe as follows ;—“ Inquiries will be made

with the. view of ascertaining whether the provisions of that regulation have been

effectual in preventing that species of traffic;.if not, a further regulation will be

passed without loss of time, establishing severer penalties for the infringement of the

prohibition now existing under the regulation above noticed, ofthe importation of

slaves from foreign countries, in conformity to the spirit of the statute to which the

foregoing remarks allude.”
2.—I am now directed to transmit to you, for the purpose of being laid before

theHonourable the Governor in council, the inclosed copy of a letter from the Pro-

vincial Court for the division of-Bareilly, and of the magistrates in that division,

which are mentioned. to accompany it.
3.—In my letter of the above date, the Governor Generalin council has already

"expressed his opinion, that the provisions of the Act passed in the 51st year of his

Majesty's reign,'c. 23, can only be considered applicable to the. importation and

removal of slaves by sea; from the documents above noticed, it appears that the

rules contained in Regulation X, 1811, have proved fully effectual in preventing the

importation of slaves by land, into the territories immediately dependent on this pre-

sidency. The Governor General in council, in consequence begs leave to recommend

that a regulation, corresponding in substance with the provisions of Regulation X,

1811, of the Bengal :Code,, be passed, with a view to the accomplishment of the

same important object at Fort St.George. Theprovisions of the Act of Parliament
wil effectually restrain the importation of slaves into the British territories generally

yy sea.
4.—In offering these suggestions and observations, the Governor General. in

council is fully aware, that the provisions'.of that Act are subject to considerable

difficulties in their application to this country. It can scarcely, however, be necessary

to observe, that no legal means can be adopted by the authorities in this country,

for dispensing with the observance of them. It is the intention of his Lordship in

council, to .draw the attention of the Honourable the Court of Directors to the

. Subject, by the first convenient opportunity.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(signed)  G, Dowdeswell, Chief Sec, to Gov',
Fort William, 19th December 1812.
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(Copies.)—To George Dowdeswell, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government,
Judicial Department, Fort William.

Sir :—Immediately on receipt of your letter, dated 26th September last, desiring
us to ascertain, and report whether the provisions of Regulation X, 1811, have proved

effectual in preventing the importation of slaves from foreign countries into the dis-
tricts included within the limits of our jurisdiction, we transmitted a copy to each
magistrate in this division, with instructions to furnish the information required, as
soon as possible.
2.—We have now the honour to submit attested copies ofthe answers received from

eight out of the nine magistrates under our authority, from which it will be evident
to government, that since the promulgation of the Regulation above specified, the
traffic in slaves imported from foreign countries, is almost, if not entirely, suppressed
in the districts of Barilly, Maradabad, Cawnpore, Furruckabad, Etawah, Agra,
Allyghur and Saharunpore South.
3.—What may be the case in Saharunpore North, whether the importation and

sale of slaves there continues as formerly or otherwise, we have no means of
judging; we only know by an application from the magistrate, dated 5th October
last, that he was then doubtful whether Regulation X, 1811, was meant to be ex-
tended to these provinces. In our answer to that application, we gave our opinion
in the affirmative, but recommended it to Mr. Grindall, to consult the Nizamut
Adawlut, that being the only court competent to give a decisive interpretation of
the Regulations. A few days after the dispatch of that answer your letter arrived,
and was communicated to Mr. Grindall, in the manner already stated; but we have
not yet received his report, and under the circumstances just mentioned, we thought
it unnecessary to await the receipt of it, before we submitted the favourable reports
from the other magistrates. We have, &c.

(signed) $F. Hawkins, A. Ross, Officiating Judges.

Barelly Court of Circuit, 4th Dec. 1812.

To Francis Hawkins, Robert Ker, and A. Ross, Esq’rs. Officiating Judges of the
Circuit for the Division of Barelly.

Gentlemen :-——I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated
the 2oth instant, and to acquaint you, that I have every reason: to believe, that

the importation of slaves into this district has been entirely checked since the
promulgation of Regulation X, of 1811.
-2.—There are, however, at present an immense number of people in the city and

its vicinity, who have come from the westward on account of the famine, and
I understand that they dispose of their children, though the pretence. is, that they
give them away from inability to support them.

I have the honour to be, &c. .
Zillah Furruckabad, 23d Oct. 1812. (signed) C. Elliot, Magistrate.

(A true eopy.) (signed) 8.7. Cuthbert, Register.

To Francis Hawkins, Robert Ker, and Alexander Ross, Esq’rs, Officiating Judges
of the Court of Circuit for the Division of Barelly.

Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter of the 20th, annexing copy of a letter from
Mr. Secretary Dowdeswell, I have the honour to inform you, that the provisions laid
down in Regulation X, 1811, have had a very good effect in preventing the im-
portation and sale of slaves in this district ; in fact, since the issuing of the pro-
clamation required by Mr. Thomas Brooke’s letter of the 23d March 1811, on
which some children were sent in by the police officers, and sent by me through the
magistrate of Moradabad back to their parents, and receipts granted for them,
nothing of the kind has recurred since that period, the traftic has stopped in this dis-
trict; and as the police officers have received the strictest orders on the subject,
I hope it will be totally put an end to.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) § Hugh Wilkinson, Magistrate.

(A true copy.) (signed) §& 7. Cuthbert, Register.

Zillah Seharunpore, S.D. Meerut, 24th Oct. 1812.
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To F. Hawkins, R. Ker, and A. Ross, Esqrs. Officiating Judges of the Court of Fort St. George
Circuit for the Division of Barelly. Papers:

State of Slavery
Gentlemen,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your senior judge’s in Company's

letter of the 20th instant, giving cover to a copy of Mr. Secretary Dowdeswell’s . Territories.
letter relative to the importation of slaves. ey

I have every reason to believe that the provisions of Regulation X, 1811 , have
been effectual in preventing the importation of slaves from foreign countries into
this district. I have the honour to be, &c. |

(signed) RB. Turner, Magistrate.
Zillah Agra, 26th October 1812.

(A true copy.) (signed)  S. ZT. Cuthbert, Register.

To F. Hawkins, Y. Burges, and R. Ker, Esq’rs. Judges of the Court of
Circuit, Barelly.

Gentlemen,—In order to obtain as much information as possible upon the sub-
ject of your letter of the 2oth instant, I addressed the Register of Deeds to ascer-
tain, whether any deeds of sale of slaves had been registered by him subsequently to
the promulgation of Regulation X, of 1811, a copy of my letter, and of theRegister’s
reply, I have the honour to inclose for the information of the court, and to add,
that since my succession to the duties of this office, I am not aware that any cir-
cumstance has been brought before me, which has induced me to‘suppose that the
provisions contained in Regulation X, of 1811, have not been productive of the
required object. I have the honour to be, &c.

(signed) John Ryley, Officiating Magistrate,

(A true copy.) (signed) & TZ. Cuthbert, Register.

Zillah Cawnpore, Fouzdarry Adawlut, Bittoor, 28th Oct. 1812.

To W.H. Tippet, Esq. Register of Deeds, &c. Bittoor.

Sir:—Conceiving that a reference to the Records of Registry under your charge,
will enable you to furnish me with some information regarding the sale of slaves. as
required by the court of circuit for the information of government, in a letter of
which the inclosed is a copy; I have to request, you will inform me, whether since
the promulgation of Regulation X, of 1811, deeds of any such description have
been registered by you, or presented for that purpose, and to what extent.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) John Ryley, Officiating Magistrate.

(A true copy.) (signed) 8. Z. Cuthbert, Register.

Zillah Cawnpore, Bittoor, 23d Oct. 1812.

‘To John Riley, Esq. Acting Magistrate of the Zillah Cawnpore.

Sir:—Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date,
with its inclosure, and in reply, to inform you, that no deed of the description
alluded to by you, has been registered in my office, or presented for that purpose,
since the promulgation of Regulation X. 1811.

Ihave. &ec. .
(signed) W.H. Tippet, Register of Deeds.

(True copies.) (signed) =John Ryley, Officiating Magistrate.

(True copy.) (signed) S. T. Cuthbert, Register.

Zillah Cawnpore, Bittoor, October 1812.

To F. Hawkins, Y. Burges, R. Ker, and A. Ross, Esqrs. Officiating Judges
of the Provincial Court of Circuit of the Division of Barelly.

Gentlemen :—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
20th ultimo, relative to the efficiency of the provisions of Regulation X, 1811, in
Preventing the importation of slaves from foreign countries. ;

125, This
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This traffic has, I believe, suffered a very material check since the promulgation
of the regulation, inasmuch as children are no longer brought down from the hills
and publicly exposed for sale, as- formerly within this district, but children are still
sold within the Company’s provinces, by subjects of the British government; nor does
the regulation contain any prohibition of such sale; parents, prevented by poverty
from rearing a large family, will dispose of their children to an advantage whien
offered, rather than allow them to starve ;’ the feelings of nature will confine this
traffic to cases of necessity only, and will act more forcibly than any legal prohi-
bition in preventing abuse; it may be much doubted, indeed, whether the condition
of children imported from the hills, was not in most cases much ameliorated by

such importation . I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) H. Dumbleton, Magistrate.

(A true copy.) (signed) =‘St. Z. Cuthbert, Register.

Zillah Barelly, 10th November 1812.

To F. Hawkins, R. Ker, and A. Ross, Esqrs. Judges of the Court
of Circuit for the Division of Barelly.

Gentlemen :—I have the honour to acquaint you, in reply to your letter of the
2oth ultimo, that I have not heard of any importation of slaves into this district
since the promulgation of Regulation X, of 1811.
The suppression of the trade is to be attributed partly to the penalties enacted

against itHY the regulation above quoted, and partly to the measures, which I am
told, the Nypal government has lately adopted, with a view to check the com-
merce within its own territories ; for however clamorous the officers of that govern~
ment have been lately against the slave trade, and however much they have endea-
voured to impress us with the belief, that the traffic was carried on clandestinely, and
without their sanction, there can be but little doubt that they were oncedeeply
concerned in it.

In support of this opinion, I beg to submit the examination of a woman who was
sold into slavery by one of Beem Sah’s revenue officers, in the beginning of last
year, and shortly afterI had issued, a* the request of Mr. Brooke, the late agent of
the Governor General, at Barelly, a proclamation, prohibiting the importation of
slaves into this district. Iam, &c.

(signed) G. Oswald, Magistrate.

(Atruecopy.) (signed) = S. J. Cuthbert, Register.

Zillah Moradabad, 14th November 1812.

To F. Hawkins, R. Ker, and A. Ross, Esqrs. Officiating Judges of
the Court of Circuit, for the Division of Barelly.

Gentlemen :—TI have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter and of
its inclosure of the 2oth ultimo, and in obedience to the orders contained therein,
beg leave to acquaint you, that I have every reason to believe, that the offence of
importing slaves does not exist in this district.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) I. Perry, Magistrate.

Koodurcote, Zillah Etawah, 18th November 1812.

To F. Hawkins and Alexander Ross, Esqrs. Judges of the Court of
Circuit for the Division of Barelly.

Gentlemen :—In replyto’your letter of the 20th ultimo, I beg leave to report,
that from every information which I have been able to collect upon the subject of it,
it does appear that the practice of importing slaves from foreign territories into this
district has ever been usual, or that an instance of the kind has ever occurred.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) J. Majoribanks, Acting Magistrate.

(A truecopy.) (signed) =‘. J. Cuthbert, Register,
Judicial Department, 19th December 1812.

(True copies.) (signed) G. Dowdeswell, Chief Sec’ to Gov'.
Zillah Ally Gurh Coel, 20th November 1812.
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Minvute.—The Board will give orders on the subject of the foregoing letters,
when a reply to the further reference which has been made to Bengal shall have
been received.

From Mr. Baber to the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir :—J have now the horour to report my further proceedings in the investigation.
of the traffic in free-born persons and bondsmen, which has for some time past
prevailed in this province. .
2.—In my letter, dated 29th February 1812, I reported the origin of this inves-

tigation, and the number of unfortunate persons I had restored to liberty and their
country; I also therein reported the obstacles that had prevented my liberating
thewhole, and my bringing the persons who had committed these enormities to
punishment.
3.—The Honourable the Governor in council will have observed, from the 39th

paragraph, the concluding part of the g4th paragraph of that report, and the ac-
companiment, marked F. 2, 4, viz. my return to the Provincial Court’s precept,
dated the 27th December 1811, that I expected a perseverance in the researches.
would lead to the discovery of many other persons who had also been imported into
Malabar, under similar violence.
4.—In that expectation I have not been disappointed ; out of eighty-five persons,

for the most part natives of Travancore, were brought before me, forty-three of them
had been carried out of their country by the same cruel methods, and those who were
free-born, disfigured and polluted, in the same manner as noticed. in the 5th. para-
graph of the report above alluded to; all these have, I am happy in saying, been
restored to liberty, and sent to their respective countries.

5.——The persons on whom they were found were Mopillas, and accounted for.the
manner in which they had come by them in a variety of ways; some said they had
themselves brought them from Travancore; others that they-had been sent from that
country by their agents; others, that they had been brought and left with them, but
all acknowledged they were aware ofthe illegality of receiving and treating as slaves
free-born persons; and when I pointed out to them the cruelty and injury done to
these unfortunate people, and the punishment principals and accessaries were liable
to by the British laws, they all offered to give me any security I required of them,
that they never would again be concerned in similar practices, and entreated me to
address government in their behalf.
6.—And on the 22d March, a petition was presented to me by the most respect-

able of these Mopillas, in their own and in behalf of the rest, wherein they pleaded
their ignorance of these children having been stolen, adding, that it was equally their
wish as mine, that they should be set free, and many other professions which shewed
they were thoroughly sensible of the crime they had committed.
7.—While these preceedings were going on, the rebellion broke out in Wynaad,

which unavoidably put a temporary stop to them; I took, however, the earliest
opportunity my other avocations would allow, after my return to Malabar, to resume
that investigation ; this was not until June, on the 11th of whichmonth I received
the orders of government, dated 29th May, honouring with their approbation the
inquiries and measures reported in my letter dated 29th February, directing me to
continue my inquiries respecting the twelve slaves said to have been stolen, and
brought to Mr. Brown’s plantation, and any others I might have occasion to suspect
were stolen, and forwarding for my information two letters from the advocate general,
containing his- opinion as to the applicability of the Acts for the abolition ot the slave
trade, to Mr. Murdock Brown.
-8.—In consequence of these orders, I issued, in my capacity, as justice of the

peace, an order to Mr. Brown, to account for the manner in which he had come by
the twelve persons, and the others who had declared they had been stolen and forcibly
carried to his plantation, on the ground of his assertions in his letter, dated 4th
January, that he was perfectly ready to support his right to them, as soon as his
property in them was impeached.
g.—And on the same day I wrote to him, advising him of the receipt of these

orders of government, and after referring him to my requisitions, dated 27th

December and 3d January last, wherein I called upon him in the most earnest man-
ner toaffordme every information in his power, relative to the manner in which he
had come into the possession of these persons ; I, in particular, desired him to men-
tion the individuals who had supplied him with them, to the end that I mightbring

125. the

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Siavery:
in Companiy’s
Territories.

Ve —~_———”

Vol. 3. p. 49+



Fort St. George

Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.
a

A.4.

A. 5s

A.6.

726 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

the guilty to punishment; and further, that I was ready to receive any evidence or
documents in support of any claims he might have upon these persons.

10.—The above regulations I sent by the hands of a court delayat, with an order
to the commissioner of that part of the country to go, accompanied by the delayat,
and after delivering them in person, to demand that the whole of the persons who
had deposed they had been stolen, be permitted to appear before me to prosecute
that charge; Ialso sent by two Peons, a summons to the whole of those people,
and furnished them with money to subsist them until their arrival at Tellicherry,
11.—On the 14th June, the order to Mr. Brown was returned, duly signed; and

on the same day, I received a return to my order to the commissioner, reporting that
Mr. Brown had delivered over to them fifty-two of those persons, including thirteen
children; and ‘that of the rest, seven had effected their escape from Mr. Brown on
the 6th May; while I was absent in Wynaad, another had died on the toth
Yadawan; another had been sent on some business to the Eastern Forests; three
were too ill to come before me, and another was detained to dress the food of the
sick ; that he had asked Mr. Brown for his documents, and witnesses to prove the
manner he had come by these persons, to which he had replied, that he had not
stolen them, and that he would produce his proof before the proper tribunal.

12.—TI heard nothing from Mr. Brown until the igth June, whenI received a
letter dated 18th, wherein, instead of supplying the information required, he re-
sumes his accustomed strain of irrelevant reply, charging me with having, by means
of a party of armed Kolkars, forced away his Pooliars and Betwas, and demands a
copy of the orders under which this new act of violence, as he terms it, was com-
mitted, and also a copy of the paper signed by me, as a justice of the peace.

13.—Not having received any further communication from Mr. Brown, and the
whole of the persons persisting in saying they had been kidnapped, andpraying
they might be sent back to this country, I again, on the 20th June, issued another
order to Mr. Brown, telling him, if he did not account for the manner in which
these people had come into his possession within six days, they would be returned to
their respective countries.

14.—This order was returned on the 22d, with a declaration signed by Mr.
Brown, to the purport, that he was persuaded the instrument was nota legal one;
that he would take steps for the recovery of the persons I had deprived him of,
and protesting in the event of these persons being dispersed before those steps were
taken against me, for all losses and damages whatever that had already ensued, and
might from that day ensue from such unlawful conduct.
15.—On the following day another letter came from Mr. Brown, inclosing copy

of my order, dated the 2oth, calling upon me to admit or deny the authenticity of
it, and notifying, that he should consider my silence as an admission that the paper
was a correct copy.
16.—And on the 25th I received another letter, dated also the 22d, though

written. in the pay office of Tellicherry, expressed in terms still more indecorous and
irritating than his former, accusing me of having, on the 18th December 1811, sent
one of the court officers, attended by a numerous guard of armed Kolkars, who, he
says, came and drove away his people in the most inhuman manner, exposed them
to hunger, inclemency of the weather, treated them like criminals, and after thus
suffering for two days, which it might be supposed had rendered them sufficiently
pliant, but because they would not say they had been stolen, again threatening
them with being flogged if they did not say they had been stolen, in consequence of
which they made no difficulty in saying any thing they found most acceptable, not-
withstanding they were again detained three days and three nights in the same
exposed manner, and thus properly prepared to appear before me, were sent to
Tellicherry, when I obtained what I termed affidavits on oath, that they were all
stolen; that these people had all of them committed perjury, as he would clearly
prove in due time and place, and he thought it more than probable these papers,
instead of affidavits, would turn out to be indirect or circumstancial evidence of
subornation of perjury; that if his slaves had wished to go away, it was not in his
power to prevent them; that all these people would come back if not detained and dis-
persed by violence, with express orders not to return; and after threatening to pro-
secute me, concludes with saying, that as these people were part of the persons that
he should call upon as evidences to the charge that would be exhibited against me,
again protests against their being dispersed or sent any where but to Anjarakandy,
where he adds, they would all come if not detained by violence.
17.—The only part of this production I took any notice of was, wherein hesaid

that
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that he was ready to prove his legal acquisition of these people, of his charges
against my officers of cruelty and violence, and his assertions, that all these people
would, if not detained and dispersed by viclence, return to him, and that if they had
wished to go away, it was not in his power to prevent them.
18.—On this, I issued a third notice, that I was still ready to receive. and ex-

amine any evidence or documents he might have to adduce in support of his
asserted legal acquisition of these people, provided he did so within two days after
the receipt of that notice.
19.—And in another letter, I desired him to send me the names of the evidences,

by whom he meant to prove these acts of violence he had charged the court oflicers
with, that I might forthwith proceed to investigate that most serious charge against
those officers.
20.—I also called before me in open court, the whole of the persons brought

from Anjarakandy, and questioned them on these assertions of Mr. Brown; I
encouraged them by every means in my power to tell me if they had received ill
treatment from my officers, but they all in the most positive manner acquitted my
servants of maltreating them, and denied having told Mr. Brown they had; -and in
answer to my questions where they wished to go, they all said, to their country.

21.—I further sent for the overseer of Mr. Brown’s labourers, in order that he
himself might question the whole of these people relative to these assertions of his
master, and if he could persuade them to return; that a person came on the 1st
July, and said all he could to induce them to return to Anjarakandy. I also gave
them the assurance of my protection if they would, but they entreated of me not
send them back; and when the overseer questioned, which he did, every one of them;
they shewed not the least disposition to return to Anjarakandy, excepting one, whe
said, the object that attracted him was, a child he had left there.
22.—I then desired the overseers to take that person to Anjarakandy, and to

acquaint Mr. Brown, that so far from any thing like compulsion, he or his people
were at full liberty to see and converse with these slaves, and that no obstacle would
be opposed to the whole, or as many as they could prevail upon to go back.
23.—In consequence, I again deferred sending them to their country; but hear-

ing nothing further from his overseer, and Mr. Brown still withholding the infor-
mation I had so repeatedly called upon him for, on the 4th July I sent the whole of
these persons, together with the other free-born persons and bondsmen referred to
in the fourth paragraph of this report in three parties, each party being accompanied
by one Peon, in consequence of their expressing apprehension that they would
again fall into the hands of their oppressor, andI provided each Peon with money
to pay their expenses until their arrival at their respective homes. I also, on the
7th August, forwarded the three who had remained behind, until they were suffi-
ciently recovered to perform the journey. The instructions I gave these Peons were,
that they were to deliver over to the owners those who were subjects of the districts
under the Company’s authority, and those who were natives of the countries of
Cochin and Travancore, to the nearest public functionary, with a letter I furnished
them with, and I apprized the political resident, that I had done so.

24.—I ought to have mentioned, that the day previous to their departure, viz.
on the 3d July, I received a report from the Mahé darogah of one of the persons
(alluded to in the 44th paragraph of my report, dated the 29th February) who had
been employed by Mr. Brown in bringing from the southward the twelve persons who
had been stolen during the preceding year from the Cochin Rajah’s country; having
returned and forwarding his deposition, I accordingly had him brought up before
me, and examined him relative to these twelve persons. -
25.—He deposed, that he had been desired, a little more than a year ago by

Mr. Deniur, to go to Chetwai, to bring twelve Pooliars, whom he would find there,
for Mr. Brown, and take some one with him; that Mr. Dineur gave him seven
rupees to pay the expenses of those persons, and then he and his brother Conhy
Perry went to Chetwai river, the ferryman at which place told him a Margakarin
had come to inquire whether any person had come from Mr. Brown; that the
Margakarin then came and asked him whether he was Mr. Brown’s servant; he
said he was; on which he delivered to him twelve persons, whom he received
charge of, and passed a receipt for them. But when he and Cunhy Perry set off

_0n their return with them, they all cried much, on which he promised them they
should be taken good care of. On their arrival at Mahé, hesaw Mr. Dineur, and
shewed them to him; they were kept that night in Mr. Dineur’s banksaul ;
Mr. Dineur then gave him ‘one rupee for their expenses, and the next day

125, Mr. Dineur
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Mr. Dineur gave himaletter to Mr. Brown, when heand Cunhy. Perry took them ta
Anjarakandy, and there delivered them over to Mr. Brown, who gave hima letter
to Mr. Dineur, which letter he delivered; and after giving an account of the
manner he had disbursed the money he had received for their expenses, Mr.
Dineur paid him at the rate of one and a quarter fanam, and Cunhy Perry one
fanam per day, for their trouble.

26.—-Nothing further transpiring until the 12th August, on which day Ire-
ceived the orders of government, dated 31st July, transmitting for my information
copy of an extract from the proceedings of the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, datec
19th June, relative to the case of the three Mahé Mopillas, whom I had committed
to take their trial at the first quarter sessions 1812, on the charge of strong
suspicion of being privy to the kidnapping nine free-born children, natives of
Travancore, « disfiguring them by depriving them of their marks. of caste, but
whom the third’ judge presiding at the sessions had, for reasons explained in the
55th paragraph of my: report, dated 29th February 1812, declined to try, and
directing that these three persons be brought to trial.

27.—-In the g4th- paragraph of. my letter, dated the 29th February, I reported
that these nine children and eight others, natives of Travancore, had been sent to
theresident, that he might cause their restitution to their parents or relations in
the same way as he hadalready done in the instance of the eleven, who had been
intercepted by the Travancore ‘native officers while being carried out of the country.
I. therefore lost no time in informing the judges of the Provincial court of the above
circumstance, and requested to know whether, in their opinion, the presence of
the nine children (found in the possession of the three Mopillas) and their parents
or relations, was indispensable.
28.—I was induced to make this reference in consideration of the very great

inconvenience, and indeed almost impracticability of causing the appearance of the
whole of these people, dispersed as they were over the extensive dominions of
Travancore, and because there were numerous former precedents of prosecutions
carried on at the suit of government, where the presence of the individuals, the
aggrieved party, had been dispensed with by the cireuit courts.
29.—On the 18th following, I received their answer, stating that the law officer

objected to the legality of the Circar Vakeel being appointed to prosecute the
persons, whilst the parents or relations of the nine non-adults. were existing, and
that under this exposition of the Mahomedan law, they were of opinion I should
concert measures with the resident in Travancore to procure the attendance of the
nine non-adults, with their respective parents or relations, at the fourth quarterly
sessions’ which would be held in October.
30.—I immediately transmitted copy of this communication to the resident at the

court of Travancore, requesting he would’ be so obliging as to interpose his in-
fluence with the Travancore government, in having forwarded to methesenine
children, with: their respective parents or relations, ‘for the purpose specified in the
orders from the Provincial Court ofcircuit; and I further requested he would
return the promanums or deeds of sale which had been produced by Wallapilagata
Assen Ally, the principal agent in Travancore in this inhuman traffic, in evidence
of his having purchased these nine, and the children I found in Mr. Brown’s pos-
session; and further to forward the depositions taken before him or any of the
local tribunals of ‘Travancore relative to these documents, having the strongest
reasons to doubt their authenticity.
31.—The Peons, who I have mentioned in the 23d paragraph, accompanied the

slaves to their respective countries and owners, returned in the month of August
with receipts from the proprietors who were subjects of the Honourable Company’s
territories, and a letter from the head native officer of Travancore and Cochin,
acknowledging the delivery of all that were natives of their countries, and gave in a
written report of their proceedings. These reports confirm the declarations given
by the slaves, that the whole, one excepted, had been kidnapped and carried away
forcibly from their countries, and are further corroborated by the writings to my
address from all the proprietors ; but in the absence of all these proofs, it is unde-
sirable, that from the time Mr. Brown first commenced to import slaves, vast
numbers have from time to time absconded, and returned to their old masters, and
tnose that remain are watched by day by chooralahar (persons with canes), ‘and in
the night shut up. I am happy to add, that the condition of these slaves has been
considerably improved since this inquiry was set on foot, and that they now receive

an
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an additional quantity of food, and four Tellicherry fanams per month, instead of one,
their former allowance.
32.—And in regard to the Nair, Tean, and other free-born Hindoo children,

natives of Travancore, who have been restored to liberty, the circumstances of their
having been foundin a state. of slavery in ditferent parts of this zillah, deprived of
their marks of caste, and associated with and made to eat the food of the Pooliars,
are of themselves strong circumstantial evidence of the truth of the assertions
made by these unfortunate persons, relative to the cruel methods by which they had
been torn. from their friends and native country; but, admitting these are ex-
aggerated, which there is not the slightest ground to’suppose, the recent decisions
passed by the Travancore tribunals, in the trials of Wallapaligata Assen of Mahé,
and such other natives of North Malabar as have been overtaken in Travancore,
sentencing them to pay a heavy fine, and on failure of payment, to imprisonment
and hard labour, from three totwelve years, for the share they respectively had. in
sending out of Travancore seventeen of the children lately restored to liberty, make
it. sufficiently manifest that the mere carrying them out of that state is a violation of
the Jaws of that country.
33.—The resident at that court, in his letter to government, dated the 17th

February 1812, has reported, that 24 persons had been actually found in the pos-
session of & Frenchman of the name of Valley, at Quilon, confined in irons, for

thepurposé of being transported as slaves to the French islands; that this had
given rise to very great abuses, to the clandestine seizure of children, and other acts
of violence; and still continued, notwithstanding two proclamations, one published
soon after the war, and another issued about six months before, or about August
1811. In,the same letter, he says, many other persons are engaged in the above
practice, ahd that he should soon have to report transactions of the same ‘nature,
carried on in Travancore, under the order of Mr. Murdock Brown.

34.—Ina letter I have also lately received from the resident, in answer to my
reference, dated 18th August, alluded to in the 3oth paragraph, he has favoured me
with a variety of. particulars on this most interesting subject, and amongst other
documents, forwarded an original letter from Mr. Murdock Brown, to his address,

soliciting the protection of that sircar for his agent, Wallapellagata Assen Ally, the
person who sent up the free-born children found in the possession of Mr. Brown,
and of the Mahé mopillas, and the children who were intercepted by the Travancore
officers, on the ground of his having, as he says, made the purchases after obtaining
the permission of the cutwal of Aleppi, of his being a stranger, and therefore en-
tirely ignorant of any guilt that might attach to these transactions, as if, says that

distinguished officer, the circumstance of a person being a stranger in a country,
and receiving co-operation from an inferior officer of a government, could justity
him in committing a most flagrant outrage agaist its laws, and against the most
obvious principles of humanity and justice.
35.—In the same letter he observes, the co-operation of thecutwal, who has

sinceabsconded, in the purchase and transportation of the children, and the false

pretext which he employed, of havingwritten to me for authority, furnishes no,
justification whatever, of Assen Ally’s proceedings ; and again, the circumstance

of his having, according to his own statement, written to me for instructions which

he never received, and still the more clandestine manner in which the unfortunate

slaves were embarked, sufficiently shew, that both he and Assen Ally were entirely

aware of the illegality of their proceedings. In anotherpart, Hé'says, “ I have every
reason to believe, that many of the unfortunate persons purchased by Assén ‘Ally,

were procured in the most fraudulent and cruel manner; about the time when he

wascarrying on his proceedings at Aleppi, 1 received numerous-complaints of the

disappearance of children, but all my inquiries at the time could not develope the

eauses ;” and concludes with returning thanks, in. the name of. many families, for

ny humble efforts in restoring so many of these unfortunates to their parents and

omes,
36.—The judges of the provincial court, on the other hand, when I reported to

them, that a considerable number of children, some of the higher caste of Hindoos,
for the most part kidnapped, had been recently imported into this. zillah, from

Travaricore, from whence they had been sent by Wallapelagata Assen Ally, part to

Mahé, and part to. Mr. Brown’s plantation, and told them I was desirous of availing

‘myself of their experience and knowledge on this question, and solicited the as-

sistance to these my inquiries, by informing me of the various orders which I knew
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had been issued under the high sanction of Marquis Cornwallis, on our first
acquisition of Malabar, and by obliging me by the loan of Mr. Duncan’s report;
not content with refusing these, my most reasonable requests, have declared. their
opinion, that I had acted totally illegally, in ever having removed these persons from
Mr. Brown’s premises; and in a report made by them, under date the 17th June,
to the Sudder court, pronounced my proceedings as illegal, and harsh, wanton and
unnecessary.
37.—While Mr. Brown, in whose possession so many of these unfortunate

persons were actually found, whose servant, Assen Ally, has been the principal
agent in all this misery to the unoffending Travancorians, a man too, whose conduct
has been so frequently impeached, and of whose principles it will be quite enough
to say, in his own words, as they are recorded on the Mahé French archives, during
the period of the French revolution, “‘ Le Sieur Brown 4plus ques rempli les con-
ditions prescrites pour devenir Francois ;” and again, ‘ Mais attachés de ceeur et
amé a cette méme constitution (aprés les decret constitutionel) que nous avons
jurer demaintenir,” has been supported by. the judges of the provincial court, and
encouraged by them in this opposition to my authority.
38.—The subsequent combined atrocious outrage committed on me by Lieutenant

Brown, of His Majesty’s 80th regiment, Mr. Douglas, the military paymaster,
and Mr. Gahagan, the register to the provincial court, has been reported to the
government, under date 12th October 1812, it is now therefore only necessary to
add, that that transaction, and those which have been since carrying on,are, ‘if
possible, still more injurious; they have and are circulating in every European
community, the grossest libels against me, which have been received and acted
upon in proportion to the rank and influence of the persons who have countenanced
Mr. Murdock Brown, the consequence of all which has been, that I am exposed to
all the obloquy such proceedings are calculated to produce.
39.—Had I exceeded the bounds ofjust administration in my proceedings towards

Mr. Murdock Brown, Mr. Douglas, and others, whose misconduct it has unhappily
been my duty to bring to public notice, the laws were open to them, and no doubt
can for a moment be entertained, of their disposition to have appealed to them, had
they felt that the integrity of their conduct would have justified them; but to resort
to such measures as they have, is such a proof of the nature of their cause, that if
it can be imagined, that the government could require any confirmation of the
accuracy of my representations, these last proceedings have supplied it.
40.—To return to the immediate subject of this address, I have now to state,

that owing to the difficulties the resident in Travancore has, and is likely to expe-
rience, in collecting the parents or relations, and their children, and persuading
them to come upto Tellicherry, and the objections made by the provincial court to
try the persons in whose possession these children were found, without the attendance
of the parents and children, I have not been able to bring them to punishment;
and evenwere it possible to get over this difficulty,if the opinion given by the
judge of circuit, that the conviction of the persons the magistrate has brought for-
ward is absolutely hopeless, since, even was the fact of the stealth of the children
substantiated by legal evidence, it appears impossible to. prove that ‘“‘ the persons
residing at Mahé could have been privy or accessory to a crime committedin Tra-
vancore,” is acted upon,it is useless to bring to trial these offenders, who have been
receiving and secreting these kidnapped children, or those who I reported, under
date the 3d September, had recently importedchildren, natives of Abyssinia, from
Mocha, since they will all be inevitably acquitted ; the only alternative therefore left
me, willbe to discharge the whole of them, on their finding security for their future
good behaviour. |
41.—But as every-consideration of humanity and policy calls for a stop being

put to this pernicious traffic, which, so long:as it exists, must encourage the vicious
part-of the community to plunder from the weaker, and in this respect be productive
of the most painful sensations to parents, and of distressing loss to proprietors, who
have been thus forcibly dispossessed oftheir. children, or ‘the cultivators of their
estates, I have taken the liberty to forward herewith, such rules as have suggested
themselves to me to be best calculated to arrest. the further progress of these enor-
mities, in which I have adhered as closely to the spirit of the Acts of Parliament
which have been enacted for the abolition of the slave trade, as the local Jaws and
usages would allow. These suggestions have been incorporated in the draftof

a regulation
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a regulation for a more efficient system of police in Malabar, which I forwarded in
the mode prescribed: by the regulation, through the provincial court, under date the
14th ultimo.

I have the honour, &c.
(signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, oth Jan. 1813.

(A. 1.)—Mr. Mardock Brown.

Sir :—Having received the orders of government to continue my inquiries respect-
ing the twelve slaves said to have been recently stolen, and brought to your plan-
tation, and any others who I may have reason to suspect were stolen,.I have to call
your attention to the purport of my requisitions, dated 27th December and 3d Ja-
nuary last.

Tam, &c.
(signed) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 11th June 1812.

(A. 2.)—Mr. Murdock Brown.

Whereas Chaky’s son, Ramen aged about 22 years,4

 

Aya’s son, Cheroocoran - - - d° - - 32
Chaky’s son, Ayapen- - - - - d°-- 18
Chaky’s son, Canden - - - - - d®-- 30

Ramen - - - - - d@-- 18
Chaky’s son, Canden Coran’ - - d®- - 25
Chaky’s son, Chakhapen - - - - d®-- 15
Aya’sson, Kai- - - - - = - d=- 25
Neely’s son, Ayapen - - - - = d*~-- 30
Neely’s son, Changaren - - - - d®*-- 40
Pony’s daughter, Neely - - - - d®- - 25
Corumba’s daughter,Aya - 5 - @P- - 35
Aya’s daughter, Neely - - - - d®- - 30
Keetha’s daughter, Kally - - - d®- - 25
Aya’s daughter, Chaky - - - - d°-- 30
Kally’s daughter, Chaky - - - -. d®- - 30
Kaza’s daughter, Neely - - - - a - - 25
Moondee’s daughter, Chaky - - - d’- - 22
Aya’s daughter, Chaky - - - - d?- - 30
Chaky’s daughter, Chaky - - - d°®- - 20
Chaky’s daughter, Kally - - - - d°-- 18
Chaky’s daughter, Chaky - - - d®-- 50
Cotha’s daughter, Neely - - - - d°?-- 28
Neely’s son, Chaten - - - - - d®- - 50
Chaten’s son, Wallayen - + - - d-- —
Kally’s son, Ayapen. ~ - - - - d®- = 25
Maily’s son, Ayapen - - - - - @-- 7
Neely’s son, Ramen - - - - - d--—
Kally’s son, Kandy - - - - - d°-- 16
Kally’s son, Chaten - ~ - - - d - - 32
Omallah’s son, Koran - + - - d= = 25
Kally’s son, Ramen - - - - - d®-- 30
Chakey’s son, Chaten - - - - @-- 25
Aya’s son, Karyan - - - - - d-- 19
Omalla’s son, Chaten - + - - - @- = 25
Ponawa’s son, Tawan - + - - d+- 35
Towara’s daughter, Itlenady - - - d°®- - 24
Anema’s daughter, Kally - - - - d+ - 47
Anandara’s daughter, Poonama - - d° - - 47
Many’s daughter, Itlianga - + - d°- - 20
Ponawa’s son, Cochatta - - - - d°-- 10
Kally’s daughter, Corcomba - - - d® - - 10
Chernda’s daughter, Arerna - - - d?- - 16
Mada’s daughter, Nelly - - - - d--+ 27
Omalla’s daughter, Omalla - - - d° - + 27
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Chaky’s daughter, Chaky - aged about - - 24
Oory’s daughter, Kally - - - - d?--15
Kally’s daughter, Chaky - - - - d®--15
Chaky’s daughter, Ketary + - - d®°.-15
Itlara’s daughter, Oomalla - - - d®- - 16

Chaky, of Elata caste - - - - d®--13
Chakkan, of d®- - - - - - d®--14

in the month of December last made oath before me, that they had been stolen by
certain moplas and other’ natives, banished: from their country, and transported
against their will to Anjarakandy; and whereas, in your communications, dated
4th January, in answer to the magistrate’s requisitions, dated 27th. December and
3d. January, to: produce any evidence or documents: you might haveto adduce ‘in
support of your claims to the aforesaid fifty-two persons, it is set forth, that “ your
right to them you are perfectly prepared to support, as soon as your property in
them: is impeached,” you are therefore. hereby ordered to account for the manner in
which the afore-mentioned persons came into your possession.

Herein fail not.
(signed) 7. H. Baber, one of His Majesty’s Justices of the peace

for the town of Madraspatam and its dependencies.
Tellicherry, 11 June 1812.

(signed): 4. Brown, Owner of the Randaterra Plantation.

To T. H. Baber, Esq. Judge and Magistrate. .
Sir :—I have to report to you the death of a man named Koran, who came from

Anjarakandy a few days ago. I am of opinion, that he died in consequence of the
bursting of a blood vessel in his stomach, as he vomited a large quantity of blood
two or three. times, and died suddenly. He had no previous indisposition except
a disease of the ankle, which, from its appearance, I should imagine to have been
of long standing, and could not in anyway affect his health.

I have the honour, &c.
(signed) Sam, Dyer, Assistant Surgeon.

Tellicherry, 18 June 1812,

(A. 3.)—To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar,Tellicherry.
Sir:—On the 12th inst. the native civil commissioner of. this district, accom-

panied by a guard of Kolkars, delivered to me a letter from you, and at the same
time exhibited another paper, signed by you as: justice of the peace, and sealed,
I was told, with the seal of the zillah court, which I was required to sign; and
I accordingly did so, delivering that paper, as demanded by the. commissioner, im-
mediately into his hands again. It being then late’ in the evening, the commissioner
and his guard went away for the night; next morning they returned, and having
authoritatively ordered all my labourers to be collected, they selected about fifty
Pooliars and Betwas, men and women, all of whom, with their children, were again
forced from the plantation. .The authority under which this new act of violence is
committed, you. state, in your letter to me as magistrate, above-mentioned, to be
orders of government recently received. Of these orders I request to be furnished
with copy, also with.copy of the paper signed by you as justice of the peace, which,
as I have mentioned, the commissioner would not leave, but required to be returned
as soon as I had signed it.
With these documents before me, I shall be enabled to decide what line of con-

duct I am to pursue, that I may in. no manner whatever deviate from the strictest
obedience to the orders of government,

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) = 4. Brown, Owner of the Rhandaterra Plantation.

Anjarakandy, 18th June 1812.

(A. 4.)—Mr. Murdock Brown.
Whereas, under date the 11th June, you were directed by precept to account for

the manner in which 52 persons, whose names were therein mentioned, exclusive
of their children, of the Wittooan and Pooliar caste, natives of the districts ofSouth Malabar, Cochin and Travancore, who had made affidavit before me in the

mont
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month of December last, that they had. been stolen, by certain mopillas, and other
natives, banished from their country, and transportedagainst their will to Anjara-
kandy, came into your possession; and whereas the aforesaid precept has not
been complied with, Now this is to give you notice, that unless you do, within six
days from this date, make good the right. you say you have to the aforesaid Wet-
toowans and Pooliars, they will be returned to their respective countries.

(signed) T. H. Baber,
One of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the

of Madraspatam and its Dependencies.

Tellicherry, 20th June 1812.

This paper has been presented to the undersigned, onSunday the 21st June, and
though he.is persuaded in his own mind, that it is not a legal instrument, he never-
theless deems it necessary to answer it thus: The undersigned will take such steps
as he deems necessary for the recovery of the 52 persons, (one of whom is already
dead), and their children, his legally acquired property, of which the justice of the
peace has by force deprived him, and in the event of those persons being dispersed
before those steps are taken, he hereby protests against the justice of the peace
who signs this paper, for all losses and damages whatever that have already en-
sued, and may from this day ensue, from this unlawful conduct of the justice ofthe

peace. (signed) MM. Brown, Owner of the. Rhandaterra Plantation.

(A. 5.)—To T. H. Baber,Esq. one of His Majesty’s Justices ofthe Peace
for the Town of Madraspatam and its Dependencies, Tellicherry.

_ Sir:+On the 21st instant, a paper was presented to. me by a peon, bearing the
badge of a zilla peon, which paper was dated on the 2oth instant, was signed by
you as one of His Majesty's justices of the peace for the town of Madras and its
dependencies, and was sealed with theseal of the zillah court of North Malabar,
which paper purported to be an order to me to prove my right to property, (of
Which you have forcibly deprived me) within six days, &c. Of this paper Inow in-
close a copy, the authenticity of which I call upon you to admit or deny; and. I at
the same time notify to you, that I shall consider your silence as an admission that
the paper I now inclose, is a correct copy of the documents I have described,

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) § 4. Brown, Owner of the Rhandaterra Plantation.

Anjarakandy, 23d June 1822.

Mr. Murdock Brown.

Whereas, under date the 11th June, you were directed by precept to accountfor
the manner in which 52 persons, whose. names were therein mentioned, exclusive
of their children, of the Wetoowan and Pooliar caste, natives of the districts of
‘South Malabar, Cochin ‘and Travancore, who had made affidavit before me in the
month of December last, that they had been stolen by certain mopillas, and other
natives, banished from their country, and transported against their will, to Anjara-

skandy, came into your possession; and whereas, the aforesaid precept has not
‘been complied with, Now this is to give you notice, that unless you do, within six
days from this date, make good the right you say you have to the aforesaid Wet-
toowas and Pooliars, they will be returned to their respective countries.

(signed) 7. H. Baber,
One of His Majesty’s Justices of the peace for the ‘Town

of Madraspatam and its Dependencies.

Tellicherry, 20th June 1812.

(A. 6.)}—To T. H. Baber, Esq. one of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace
for Madraspatam, and its Dependencies.

Sir :—From the contents of the paper issued under your hand, as justice of peace,
and seal of the native civil court, dated on the 2oth instant, and exhibited to me on

. Sunday, the 21st instant, I conclude you decline giving any answer to my address

to you as magistrate, of the 18th instant, which was delivered to you on the 19th,
previous to the above mentioned paper being issued. I therein requested copyof
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Fort St. George the orders by government, which by yourletter to me of the 11th instant, signed as

Papers: magistrate, you assign as the authority on which you grounded your proceedings of

State of Slavery again forcing, in a violent manner,-52 persons, with their children, fromi hence,

in Company® Y-am thetefore satisfied that no such orders were received; nor, indeed, is it cre.
Territories, . . : . .

dible, that the government would ever issue such orders as authorized you to deprive

me of my property, or to carry by force innocent people from their dwellings, and
keep them like criminals undera guard.: If any order has been received, the mean-
ing of which could be so wrested as to countenance ‘so flagrant an act, it must have
been obtained by some misrepresentation of the facts that have here taken place
having been laid before the government. That such misrepresentationhas been
forwarded, I am led to believe, from the very extraordinary assertion contained in
the warrant or precept issued by you on the11th instant, as justice of the peace,
that these people had made affidavit on oath before you, that they were stolen.
A greater deviation from truth than’ this, I conceive, could hardly be attempted ;
and it is therefore necessary for me now to bring to your recollection the manner in
which those, what you term affidavits, were brought forth,
On the 18th Decemberlast, you sent a person belonging to the Zillah court,

with a numerousguard of armed Kolkars here,who brought a letter to me saying,
that you had sent that person’ to put certain questions to my labourers, Pooliars
and Betwas; all of them were accordingly called, and the head man sent by you,
put various questions to them, and wrote down their answers, as did one of my
native writers. None of the people there said theyhad been stolen, nor preferred
the smallest complaint of any kind whatever. Your agent, finding the answers were
not such as were probably expected, retired to the cuttherryof the. native ‘com-
missioner, about two miles-from hence, and from thence dispatched a letter to you,
saying, that he could not examine the people effectually unless they were removed
from me and my people, or something to that purport. What orders you therein
issued to him, I know not; but I conclude they weré such as he had asked for, as
the next day he.returned with his guard, and drove the whole of my people off in the
inhuman manner set forth in my letter to you of the 21st of that month. They
were conveyed to the commissioner’s cutcherry, where they were exposed to hunger,
and the inclemency of the weather, and still kept under a guard like so many
criminals. After thus suffering for two days, which it might be supposed had
rendered them sufficiently pliant, they were again called one by one; and as the
first who were questioned gave the same answers they had done here, they were
told, that what they said was not true; that they had been stolen, and they were
threaténed with being flogged, and otherwise punished, if they did not say so (such
was the report made by several of them to me on their return); after which, they
made no difficulty in saying any thing that they found was most acceptable to the
people who questioned them; after being detained there three days and three
nights in the same exposed manner, and thus properly prepared for appearing
before you, they were sent to Tellicherry, where they were still continued under re-
straint, and there you obtained, what you term in your warrant or precept of the
11th instant, affidavits on oath from them, that they were all stolen, but which
I believe in law will be found to be papers of a very different nature from affidavits.
An affidavit is a voluntary declaration by way of complaint, or as attesting the per-
son’s knowledge of a certain fact. To be legal, it must be made and sworn to with
the persons entire free will and without any restraint, especially on the part of the
magistrate

These, therefore, on which you ground your present act of violence, are not afli-
davits, and though I am too ignorant of law to be able to give them their proper
denomination, thus far I know, that these people inswearing that they were stolen,
and brought here surreptitiously, have all of them committed perjury, as I shall
clearly prove in due time and place; and 1 think it is more than probable, that
these papers, instead of affidavits, will turn out to be indirect or circumstantial
evidence of subornation of perjury, ground upon these, as I deem them, illegally
acquired documents; you call upon me in your capacity of justice of the peace, to
prove my property in the persons you have forced from me in this manner, which
property, I again repeat, has never beenlegally questioned by any person whatever;
you have deprived me of my property, and refuse to restore it to me, unless I prove
my right to it, without that right having ever been contested ; how you can suppose
that I could sanction such an usurpation of authority by acquiescing to your ex-
ercising it over me, I know not; I can therefore only repeat what 1 said in my
letters of 27th December and 3d January last. I am ready to prove my legal

acquisition
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acquisition (under the express orders of the commissioners for the affairs of Malabar
to their assistants and native.darogah of Choughat) of all these persons, the major
part of whom were sent to me fourteen years ago by the Company’s darogah or
nativemagistrate of Choughat, when this undertaking was carrying on for the Com-
pany, under my superintendence.

During all that period no one of these men or women have ever said here, either
to me or any person else, that they were stolen, or that they had the smallest wish
to return to their own districts. Wherever these people are, they can only be in
a state of bondage, which, with me they never have been, at least never. were
treated nor looked upon as slaves, and certainly had never any wish to go from this
place. If such wish had ever existed, it is out of my power to prevent their going
away whenever they please.

In the papers exhibited to me on the 21st instant, you say, that if I do not make
good before you (thus erecting yourself into a judge from a justice of the peace)
my property, and that you will send my people to their different countries; that is,
in other words, you will prevent them from returning to me, as they all would if not
detained and dispersed by violence, with express orders not to return here.

Against such a proceeding I hereby warn you.
You are now acting as a justice of the peace, and as such your acts can be tried

by the laws of our country. To those laws it is my intention to appeal, the Sudder
Adawlut having decided, that however hostile your acts may be to my person or
property, the Company’s courts can give me no redress.
The first illegal seizure of these people, was the immediate cause of the death of

of a boy; and the second has proved equally fatal to the life of.a man, made
prisoner without a crime, driven from his home in a state of sickness without cause
assigned.; he has expired in restraint.
As these persons unjustly forced from hence, and now unjustly, as I conceive,

detained by you, are part of the persons that.I shall call upon as evidences to prove
the charges that will be exhibited against you, I hereby protest against their being
dispersed, or sent from Tellicherry to any other place than this, to which they would
all come if not detained by violenee. I am, &e.

(signed) M. Brown, Owner of the Randatarra Plantation.

Anjarakandy, 23d June 1812.

(A. 8.}—To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir:—Ina letter bearing your signature, dated the 23d, to my address, and this
instant received, you have charged the Zillah officers whom I ordered on duty to
Anjarakandy in the month of December last, with having threatened your people
with being flogged, or otherwise punished if they did not say they had been stolen,
atid that such was the report made by several people to you; I request you will send
me the names of the persons who made you that report, that I may proceed forth-
with to investigate this most serious charge against these officers.

T am, &c.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Tellicherry, 25th June, 3 P. M.

(A. 7.)—Mr. Murdock Brown.

Whereas, in a letter bearing your signature, to my address, dated 23d, received
3 p.m. this day, it is set forth, that you are ready to prove your legal acquisition of all
the persons, the Wittoowars and Pooliars, mentioned in my precept dated the 11th
instant; now this is to inform you, that as the aforesaid persons have not been per-

mitted to return to their countries, I am still ready to receive and examine any
evidence or documents you may have to adduce, in supportof your asserted legal

acquisition of them, provided you do so within two days after the receipt of this

notice.
(signed) T. H. Baber, 3.¥.

Tellicherry, 25th June 1812, 5 P.M.

(A. 9.)—~The Examination of Mahikara Bawa, dated 19th Muthoonam, 987.

Question.—In whose service are you?
Answer.—I am Mr. Brown’s servant. ,

1 25. W hat
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What is your occupation ?
I amthe. person who pays the labourers and Pooliars ; I also weigh the pepper.

You have questioned all these Wettoowars where they wish to go; what

answer have they made you ? ;

They have_all said, they want to go to their country.

The whole of the Wettoowars and Wettoowaties, in answer to the question put by

Mahekarem Bawa, where they wished to go, said, we want to go to our country;

we will not return to Anjarakandy.

You have asked these Pooliars where they wished to go; what answer have
they made you ?

The whole, with the exception of Pandaloor Chatten, have answered, they all
want to go to their country. Chatten says, he has left a child at Anjarakandy,and
he wants to’ go back to see it.

The whole of the Pooliars and Poolies, in answer to the question by Bawa, where
they wished to go, said, we want to go to our country, and are not willing to return
to Anjarakandy, Pandaloor Chatten only, excepted, who said, that he hadalittle
child at Anjarakandy, which he wanted to go and see.

After the above, the magistrate informed Mahekarem. Bawa, ‘in the presence of
the whole court, and of the Wettoowars and Pooliars, that no impediment whatever
had existed to these people to return to Anjarakandy; that he-was at full liberty to
say all he could to persuade them to go back with him, and desired Bawa to acquaint
his master ofthese orders of the magistrate.

Bawa’s-answer.—~I will communicate.to Mr. Brown, what you have desired me.
(signed) Bawa.

Writer of the above, Odinan.

(Translated.) 7. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(B. 1.)}—To the Resident at the Court of Travancore.
Sir.:—Since my letter, ofthe 29th of February, forwarding 15 free-born children

of different castes, and two Pooliars, natives of Cochin and Travancore provinces,
who had represented they had been kidnapped, 8v.men,..women and children,.of
different castes, have been discovered in various parts of the zillah, under similar
circumstances, brought from the southward, whom I have also liberated, and allowed
to- return to their respective countries; of these, 44 are natives of the districts of
Cochin, Travancore, viz. two of the Nair, one of the Mopla, tour of the Korwan,
23.0f the Tean, and 15 of the Pooliar tribes ; a list thereof, and copy of my instruc-
tions to the person whom I have sent to subsist them, I inclose for your information;
I also send a memorandum of sums disbursed on them and those before sent, to
enable you to reimburse the Company in the amount, should you. be of opinion, the
charge should be more properly put to the account of the Travancore and Cochin
government.

I take this opportunity of forwarding copy of a letter from government, dated
29th May, in answer to my letter on the subject of these unfortunate persons.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Zillah, N. Malabar, June 1812. (signed) L. H. Baber, Magistrate.

(B. 2.)}—To the Resident at the Court of Travancore.
Sir :—TI have the honour to transmit the accompanying copy of a precept from

the judges of the Provincial Court of Circuit, forwarding extracts from their pro-
ceedings under yesterday’s date, in reply to a reference I had occasion to make to
them on the 12th instant, in consequence of the receipt on that day of the orders of
government, directing that the persons on whomIfound the nine free-born children,
natives of Travancore (referred to in my letter to you under date 22d December)
should be brought to trial, and have to request you will be so obliging as to interpose
your influence with the Travancore governmeut, in having forwarded to me those nine
children, with their respective parents or relations, for the purpose specified in the
orders received from the provincial court of circuit.

These children, with several others, were forwarded on the 29th February, under
charge of Coony Amboo, one of the court delaycts, together with cight others, who
had also been conveyed under similar circumstances, out of their native country. '

t
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It will be also necessary, that the pramanums I forwarded to you by the hands of
Coony Amboo, and which, in my letter, dated 29th February, I informed you had
been delivered to me by Wallapagata Assen Ally, in proof of his assertion, that he
had purchased those children returned, and also any depositions taken before you,
‘or any of the local tribunals of Travancore, relative to those documents, in con-
sequence of the request contained in the third paragraph of that letter.

T have, &c.
(signed) I. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, N. Malabar, 1oth August 1812. ;

(B. 3.)—To the Judge and Magistrate, Zillah, N. Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir ;—On receiving your letter of the 18th August last, I transmitted instructions
to the officers of the circar of Travancore, to forward to Tellicherry the children
who had been purchased and transported from the country as slaves, and who were

returned: to their friends on the 29th of February,last, through your humane and
zealous interposition; but I request to inform you, that many difficulties have oc-
curred in finding the places of residence of the children and their relations. The
children, on their arrival in Travancore, together with the original list of them, were
delivered over to the charge of the pepper surwaddy, Kareagar, who received par-
ticular instructions to ascertain their relations and homes, and to restore them to their

families. The pepper surwaddy, Kareagar, reported the due execution of those
instructions, but he was soon afterwards: implicated ‘in the Quilon conspiracy, and
yemoved from office; most of his papers were destroyed or lost, and among them
the list of the children, and the receipts which he obtained for them, when they were

deliveredto their friends. ‘The present pepper surwaddy, Kareagar, states, that he
has found many difficulties in ascertaining the places of residence of thechildren, and
in persuading their relations to proceed with them to Tellicherry ; I forward to you
a copy of the last report which I have received from that office upon’ this subject.
I shall soon arrive at Allepy, and shall then, I trust, be able to make effectual
arrangements for sendingthe children to you.
1 forwardto you the proceedingsof the Mawullekarey native court, on the trial of

Assen Ally and Wurreain Pullah, the cutwal of Allepy, for the purchase of the

children who were intercepted by the police of Travancore. Although Assen Ally

has been punished by a fine of about 1,500 rupees for the purchase of those children,
he is still amenable to trial and punishment, for the purchase and transportation of the

others, who were discovered and returned to their country by your exertions. The

court of ‘Mawullekarey behaved with much remissness on the occasion of the trial

of Assen Ally and the cutwall, and released them both without any reference to
superior suthority.. The cutwall has since absconded, but ‘will, I trust, be soon ap-

prehended, his co-operation in the purchase and transportation of the children,

and the false pretence which he employed, of having written to me for authority to

do so, furnished no justification whatever of Assen Ally’s proceedings. The cutwall

had no authority whatever over: the port of Allepy, or even over the police at that

station. - His offiee was merely connected with the supply and regulation ‘of the

bazaars, and there was a separate police establishment at Allepy, independent of his

contract. The circumstance of his having, according to his own statement, written

to me for instructions. which he never received, and still more, the clandestine man-

ner in which the unfortunare slaves were embarked, sufficiently show, that both he

and Assen Allen were entirely aware of the illegality of their proceedings. The

transportation of slaves from Travancore was always considered to be a flagrant

breach of the laws of the country, and was positively prohibited by a proclamation

issued about four years ago. : . .
I judge it’ proper to forward to you an original letter which 1received from

Mi. Brown, ‘soliciting the protection of the circar for Assin Ally, on the ground of

his being’a stranger, and therefore entirely innocent of any guilt that mightattach

to the purchase of the slaves, as if the circumstance of a person being a stranger

in a country, and receiving co-operation from an inferior officer of a government,

could justify him in committing a most flagrant outrage against its laws, and against

the most obvious principles of humanity and justice. T have every reason to believe _

that many of the unfortunate persons purchased by AssinAlly wereprocured in the

" most fraudulent and cruel manner; about the time when he was carrying on his pro-

ceedings at Alepy, I received numerous complaints of the disappearance of children;

but all my inquiries at the time, could not evelope the causes of theni ; I have becn
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subsequently too much occupied by other important matters, to be able to enter so

fully into an investigation of this subject as I was desirous of doing; but I trust that,

on my arrival at Alepy, I shall have an opportunity of obtaining further informa-

tion regarding it. I cannot deny myself the gratification upon this occasion, of

returning thanks to you in the name of many families in Travancore, .for your

zealous and indefatigable exertions, in' restoring so many children to their parents

and homes, and in checking a practice of a most cruel nature.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Padanellum, 29th Nov. 1812. (signed) J. Munro, Resident.

To Captain Munro, Resident, &c. Travancore.

Anjarakandy, 1 1th December 1 81 1 .

Sir :—Some time ago I was informed that the person I sent to Alepy in charge

of the money to pay for the pepper, Jannurdan Pay had been put ‘in confinement.

Being unwilling to address .you in his behalf until I was assured of the truth of the

story, he wrote me as being the cause of his confinement.» I requested of my friend,

Mr. SChuler, to make inquiry into the matter, and inform me of the real cir'cum;

stances of the case. He has accordingly been so good as to comply with my request;

and I find the cause of his detention is, the having purchased some churmahs‘,

after obtaining the permission of the cutwall so to do. Those from whom he pur-

chased the churmahs granted .him the usual kamoms, or deeds of sale,'required on

such transfers. Notwithstanding this, I understand that the ’ rajah’s ofiicers de-

manded a very large fine for his release, not considering, that if there is any guilt-

in these transactions, it must attach to the public officer who sanctioned the pnri

chase, and to the persons who sold the churmahs, who being natives ’of the country,

ought to hnow the laws, and not to the stranger, who was ignorant of them. I am

hence induced,_ Sir, to solicit your protection for him, and that you'will obtain his

release on whatever terms mayappear to you reasonable, in order that he may be

enabled to return'to his duty here. I have, 8w.

(signed) M Brown.

(C. 1.)——~To the Second Judge of the Provincial Court.

The Magistrate hasthe honour to forward copy of a letter he has this day receiver}

from the chief secretary to government, dated the 31 st ultimo, relative to' case XV‘

on‘the calendar of the zillah for the first quarter sessions of the current year, an'

requests he may be informed, whether, in the opinion of the judges of ‘the court
of circuit, the presence of the nine nonsadults (found in the possession of the pri4

soners) and of their parents or relations is indispensable. So long ago as the month

of February, the magistrate forwarded the children to the resident at the court of

Travancore, for ,the purpose of being restored to their families.

Given under tny hand, and the seal of the court, this 12th day of August,

A‘ D“ '812' (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Provincial Court of Circuit, (1.. 5.) Western Division.

(C. 2.)'--To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar;

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from their

proceedings, under this date, for your information.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 17th day of August,

A' D' 1812' (signed) J. Smee, Second Judge; for the Register.

Extract from .theProceedings of the Provincial Court of Circuit, in the
Western Division, under date the 17th .Augsut A. D. 1812.

Re-perused the communication received from the Magistrate of North Malabar on

the 12th instant,‘ reporting the orders of the Honourable the Governor in Council;

to have brought for trial the prisoners in case XV, on the calendar of the first quarter

sessions of the current year, for having received, disfigured, and secreted nine free‘

born children, natives of Travancore, knowing them to have been stolen, all of
whom



OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 739

whom the magistrate reports to have forwarded in February last to the resident in

Travancore, for the purpose of being restored to their families.
The magistrate, therefore, requests to be informed, whether, in the opinion of

the judges of the court of circuit, the presence of those ’children, with their parents
or relations, is now indispensable.

The court having referred to the proceedings of the judge who presided at the

first sessions of this year, it appearsthe magistrate was informed, under date the
'22d January 1 812, that .the law officer objected to the legality of the circar vakeel

being appointed to prosecute the prisoners in case XV, on the calendar, on the
charges before alluded to, whilst the parents or relations of the nine nonéadults were
existin ..

Undger this exposition of the Mahomedan law, the judges of the court or Circuit

are of opinion, that-the magistrate should Concert measures with the resident in
Travancore, to procure the attendance of the nine adults, with their respective
parents or relations, at the finish quarterly session, which will be held in October
next.

(A true extract.) (signed) J. Smee, Second Judge, for the Register.

Extract from a proposed Draft of a Police Regulation for Zillah North
Malabar, A. D. l 812.

REGULATION.

Clause 27.———First, all persons who shall themselves, or by their agents, carry
away or remove by land or by water, as a slave or slaves, and for the purpose of
being sold, transferred, used, or dealt with as a slave, any persons, whatever may
have . been-their native country, who shall import, or aid or assist in the importing
any such person as aforeasid, or who shall knowingly or willingly receive, confine
on board‘any vessel or boat any such person, for the purpose of being-used or dealt
with as slaves, or shall let, or knowingly allow their vessels or boats-‘to be employed
in carrying away any persons as slave or slaves, or for the purpose of being sold or
transferred as such, shall, on conviction, be sentenced to fourteen years transport;
ation, or imprisonment and hard labour, for a term not exceeding five years, and
not less than three years, at the discretion of the judge before whom the offender
shall be tried. _

Clause 2d.—Any_person or persons who shall enter orserve on board any vessel
or boat, used or employed in the transportation or transhipment of persons, used,
detained and dealt with as slaves, and shall not give information of the» same, shall
oe punished by imprisonment for a term not less than two years.

Clause 3d.—Nothing contained in the aforegoing clauses shall be construed to

emancipate persons who, by caste, birth, and the usages of the country, are liable
to domestic local slavery, nor be construed to extend to any person the penalties in

clauses lst and 2d of this section, for selling or transferring as a slave or sla'v‘es,
persons of that description, provided that all such sales and transfers are done and
made in the form and mode prescribed by the customs of the country. But no
personor‘persons so held and transferred, shall be carried out of or removed beyond

the district, the place'of their nativity, nor shall husbands and wives, parents and

children, non-adults, be separated from each other; and any person or persons

buying or receiving domestic slaves, contrary to this regulation, shall forfeit their

pr0perty in them, and further be punished by imprisonment for a term not exceeding
two years.

Clause 4th.—All persons who are held and used as slaves, shall be entitled to,

Whether sick or well, able or unable to work, and in all seasons, to a daily allowance
of wholesome food, and to be suitably provided with clothes and habitation; and

it shall be the duty of the magistrate and police officers to see that they are properly

fed and clothed, and if necessary, to constrain their masters to make them such

a subsistence, and provide them with such necessaries as may be just and

reasonable.
Clause 5th.—-The aforegoing modification of the abolition of slavery, shall be

confined and limited exclusively to persons who, by parentage, birth, by the rules
of their caste, and by the usage of the land,‘ are liable to domestic servitude, and

any person or persons who may use, detain, sell, purchase, transfer or temove; P)?
'land or by water, as a slave, any person or persons not of the aforegomg descrip-

tion, shall be within the meaning of the rules prescribed in clause lst and 2d of
this sectiOn.

125.

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’-
Territories.



Fort St. George
Papersa .

State of Slavery ‘
'in Company’s,
Territories.

W“).

740 SLAVERY IN ”INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE .of COURT

XXVIIIc—Clausc lst. All persons kidnapping,'- stealing or-enticing away, 'any
person not liable to domestic slavery, orany free-born man, woman-or child,‘shall,
0n conviction thereof, be' sentenced to double the penalties prescribed by clause lst

of section? '27. .

Clansed- 2d.——-Any person commanding, counselling or employing '- his agents. or
dependents to kidnap; steal or entice away, any person notcliable to domestic ser-
vitude,or any free-born man, woman» or..- child,(l shall 1-bei-consideredvas principals,
and ‘on-conviction be sentenced to double the penaltiestprescribed by, clause-“lst of
section 27. ,

Clause 3d.—All persons receiving and detainingf any person, notvlia'ble to do-
mestic servitude,~- or any free-born man, woman or child, knowing them "‘to have
been kidnapped, stolen = or enticed away, shall be considered. as accessoriesafter the
.faCt ;-and be sentenced, in. addition to the 'penaltiesfi-prescribed by clause tst, section
'27,’ to three years imprisonment and‘ hard labour, and the having possession of
such man, Woman. or child, shall be Conclusive evidence of such knowledge.

Clause-4th.-'-‘-Any person who shall compel any free+born7man,1woman or-‘child
of' any of the Hindoo tribes to eat prohibited food, or_do or cause to be'done'any
any act or acts that shall. deprive them of their caste, shall be sentenced =to‘the
penalties prescribed by clause lst, section 27. ' - ‘

Clause 5th.4—In cases where any free-born man, woman or child, of any of the
Hindoo tribes,,.who shall have ,been kidnapped, stolen, enticed’nway or reduced to
slavery, and who ‘shall in consequence thereof, or of being given prohibited food,
or off’ahy" othet’act; be held polluted and to have forfeited their' caste, the injured
party shall, on” conviCtion of the offender, have such provision made to them from
the property of both principals and accomplices, and all persons who have been ' ii;
any way instrumental therein, as the judge before whom 'the case shall be tried,
shall'deem'just and reasonable. . ,

Clails’e ‘6th."-The rules contained in clauses xst, 2d, and 3d, of ”section 28, shall
equally afiply to cases of bondsmen, adults or non-adult's; witht’nis difference, that
the‘princi'p‘als shall be sentenced to fourteen years transportation or imprisonment,
and hard labour, for ’a termnot exceeding five years, and 'not‘less' than three years;
if aecessories, to seven yeam transportation or imprisonment and hard labour, for
a term not exceeding three, and not less than one year.

(A true extract.) (signed) 2! H, Baber, Magistrate.

MINUTE.—-The Board will give orders on the subject of the foregoing letters,
'when a reply to the further reference which has been made to" Bengal, shall have
been received.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 22d Dec. 1812.

Read the following letter :—

To Sir George Hilaro Barlow, Bart. Knight of the Bath and Governor of
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir :—Nothing less than the most imperiousnecessity could induce
or excuse my preSuming to address you on the subject of my ”private. afihirs; but
the acts of the judge and magistrate of this zillah, towards myself and my property,
joined to 'what has taken place lately at Tellicherry, incidentally arising out of those
acts,‘ leaveme no alternative but that of humbly soliciting your attention 'to this
address; and to the contents of the accompanying papers.
What Mr. Baber may have laid before you, Honourable Sir,. on- the subject,

I know not, and therefore all I shall now say is, that for .no one of those acts com-
mitted against me and my property, had he legal grounds of any description,. and
that if he ever (as it has been reported) shewed any records of his court, wherein
my name was brought in, as in any manner connected with so inhuman and nefarious
an act, as that of kidnapping children, or in such manner as to leave in the minds
of those who perused them, an unfavourable impression of my character, those papers
were fabrications totallyldevoid of truth. I say only thus much, for were I to
detail all I know of Mr. Baber’s machinations, for the purpose of framing a pretext
on which he could ground acts of insult and injury towards me in his official capa-
city, I could not expect to be believed. It is, therefore, Honourable Sir, that _
I most humbly but most earnestly pray for an inquiry being made on the spot, into
Mr. Baber’s conduct in these transactions.- It will then be made fully evlildehlt’

w et er
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whetherz'eal for-humanity in the execution: of'his public duties, or metives of a very
opposite character, have been the qua animo of hisacts.

That against which I now. chiefly complain was, as he asserts in his letter to me,
on‘ the nth June, committed by your express orders to that efl’ect. . Orders which
1w,--hogs$ever,r.refused§ on my'application, to produce; [therefore did, and do‘ still,
conclude thatnom'ders, authorizing him to take by force from" me 52 persons, with
theip_..,children,“ who were originally brought hereby the orders of the Bombay
govemment, to ?'the, local authorities in the province for the service of the Honourable
Company, who had been fifteen years on. the-plantation, and none of them had
ever breathed the smallest complaint or expressed the~ most distant wish to leave it,
lisay, 'it was not possible-that government should have ever issued any orders to
takefrom me,- by a force: of armed peons, property thusilegally acquired, for the
service of the Company, and subsequently'transferred to me by the government,
forth‘e means adopted bwar. Baber to‘ create a pretext of excuse for his conduct
in this. particular.transaction.g I beg leave, honourableSir, to refer to my letter
ammpanying, to himuof the 23d June; Copy of the particular orders of the
commissioners for the affairs of Malabar, under which the persons thus, forced from
mewerelprocured and sent here by the Company's darogha, at Choughaut, I here
transcribe. .

To Mr. George William Gillio, Assistant at Choughaut.

Sir.:-rGovernnient havin been pleased. to authorize the purchase of Pooliars,
Betwas, not! other castes o the natives,.who _by their~ own laws are. in ya stateof
bondage. fer .the. labour of- the. Honourable Company’s plantation in Rhandaterra;
and the ovemeerof it having informed us} that; the daijoghaiof Choughaut has now
offered him ' thirty persons of the above description, and promised to. complete
a hundred, provided he be duly authorized sotot do, we .desire you will inform him
that he has our' permission tQ transfer to the overseer of the Honoutjable Company’s
plantation anynumber of the persons above deseribed,_ provided it be done agree-
able to the known customsand laws of Malabar relative to them ; and as it appears
that the Honourable Company may. derive considereble benefit from the labours of
those people, 'provided a sufficient number_ can be p‘rocured, we further direct that
you will grant the said darogha such legal aid as he may require, in order to enable
himi‘toyfulfil his premise; and that you will make it known in the districts under
your change, thatthose persons who are willing to dispose of this species of pro-
petty to the overseer of the Honourable Company’s plantation, have permission to
do so. . -We are, 8w.

(signed) J. Spencer. * Ja. Hartly. J. Smee. ’

Calicut, 20th 0012.1798.

The ori inal, with theaseveral lettersof the Bombay government to the commis-
siOners, 'fufiy authorizing the acquisition" of Pooliars and Betwas for this undertaking,
stand on the records of that period now at Calicut. * _'
The lossthat I have already sustained, and continue to sufi'er, » by being deprived

of the labour of so great a number of people, is great, and unless they are :restored to
me,- will prove most serious to this undertaking, for reasons which I shall hereafter

8hOW,-.should it become requisite. I therefore most humbly pray, Honourable Sir,
that Mr. Baber be made answerable for the consequences of these unlawful acts.»
Soon after Mr; Babel- began these attacks against me, I attempted togetthe

matter brought regularly before you, Honourable Sir, through the Provincial and
Sudder Adawlut» courts: hut in this _I was disappointed; for after a very consider-

ab‘Qdelay, I.~was. informed the judges of the Sudder court had decided, that the

Company’s courts could afford me neither redress, nor protection to myself or pro-
perry. and that I must apply to the Supreme court. This decision placed me in
a_situation almost unprecedented; under the British government, to have my pro-

perty forced from. me, by an old and inveterate. enemy, and the restoration of it
refused, unless I appeared before him, and proved my right to it. Irpossessed no

Property. more lawfully or publicly acquired than that which he had- already forced
from me, and had no security against similar violence towards what remained

' 0 me.
Itherefore lost no time in- applying to a professional gentleman at Madras for

the Purpose Of bringing the matter before the supreme court there; but the tem-
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porary indisposition of that gentleman, the departure of another from the presi.
dency, and other unforeseen accidents, have prevented v its being yet proceeded in ;
and after more attentively considering the circumstances under which I carry on
this i1ndertaking,together with the assertion of the judgeand magistrate, that in
depriving me ofmy property he acted under the express orders of government, I am
convinced that I should deviate from the respect I owe to you,' Honourable Sir, as
well as from~ the duty which I owe: to my constituents in this extensive concern,
was I to seek redress for the wrongs and remuneration 'for the losses of which I now
complain, at any other tribunal than yours. V

Permit me, Honourable Sir, to say, 'that this undertaking has strong and just
claims to the protection of the government; on the faith of that protection, I-have‘
expended on it upwards of 50,0001. sterling, chiefly the property of my friends in
England; and though, from the very unfavourable state of the markets for Indian
produce, those concerned have hitherto derived no advantage, yet the Honourable
Company have a clear and increasing revenue fromtit to an- amount which the
capital and labours of few individuals'produce to it. ‘During the last season I paid
upwards of 7,000 rupees in the Honourable Company’s treasury,- in land'reven'ue
and customs, 'on the produce of my labours here. " I erroneously supposed that
Mr. Baber, satisfied with his success (obtained by the means which I am‘aboutto
show) in getting me removed from my appointment in the Customs, under a censure
of carelessness, in the execution of "the duti’esof it‘, Would have ceased thenceforward
his persecution of a man retired from society to agricultural labour and study;
I therefore, with that respect which I feel for and owe toso high an authority, sub-.
mitted in silence to the decision of the Honourable Board, withOut any intentibn‘of
ever taking up the subject again ; but as that success appears to have served rather
as ’a spur to further endeavours to render his public authority the means of opp‘ressihg’,
and eventually, if in his power, of even ruining me, I must beg permission to refer'to
his conduct on that occasion, the most essential nature of which, produced'b'y the
inquiry here, escaped the notice of government at that time.
When the two sherishtaders of the stations at Calicut and Tellicherry were

called before the principal collector to render an account of the sums which
Mr. Baber charged me with having defrauded the Company of,' they readily under-
took to do so in the most full and satisfactory manner, from the inspection of the
accounts kept with their own hands, and left in the respective custom-houses when
they gave over charge. Mr. Warden accordingly sent to the custom-houses for
those records kept by the sherishtadars-; no such records were forthcoming.-
MhWarden then sent for the clerks and examined them, being keepers of the
records, as to what had become of the sherishtadar’s b00ks ; they declared, on
oath, that Mr. Baber had caused all the” records of the custom-houses to be re-
moved from the public offices to his own private dwelling; that the books kept by
the sherishtadars were amongst the records thus removed; but that when Mr. Baber
returned (after retaining them ‘many weeks) the records to the oflicers, the books
of the‘sherishtadars Were not amongst them. -It is- with much reluctance, Honour-
able 'Sir, that I thus intrude so long on your time; but I trust you will deem
nothing superfluous that is requisite to be laid before you, for the justificationof
an innocent person, from deep concerted plots against his fortune and reputation.
Permit me, therefore, to trace in a few words Mr. Baber’soperations in the fore-
going transactions. Having previously determined, when placed over me in the
custom department, to find, if possible, some matter of complaint against me, he the
more easily and secretly, to effect his purpose, had all the‘ records of my
superintendence removed to his private dwelling, a most unusual (and I believe
contrary to regulations) proceeding, and which therefore could? only have been
resorted to for reasons of no common nature. _ After the most minute'inspection
of these records, he found that the collections made during the rains of one
season,- though duly entered as received in the English records, yet the particulars
of the disbursements of those sums were only recorded in the books kept by the
sherishtadars for their own use (neither of them understanding English writing) Of
all sums received and paid. If these latter documents were destroyed, no record
of the disbursements of the abovementioned sums remained, and I must be found
guilty of the charge he preferred against me; these records therefore disappeared;
had they been forthcoming, no difficulty could have occurred in producing the most
minute and accurate account of all the items contained in his charges against me-

1 again solicit your indulgence for this long address, 'and have the‘hon‘Oul'

‘0 be, 316- (signed) 13!. Brown.
Anjarakandy, [st December 1812.
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(N° 3, in B.)-To Mr. Murdoch Brown.

Sir:—-Having received information that a considerable traffic has been carrying
on in children between persons in this Zillah and the adjoined districts, and that

several had been sent to your plantation at Anjarakandy, I have to request you
will inform me whether you have made any purchases of that description; and in
that event, that you will send me a list thereof, their caste, age, and sex, with the
names of the persons from whom you purchased them, and of the agents employed
by you. The darogah of Cotiote and Randaterra has received my orders to pro-
ceed to Anjarakandy, and call before him the whole of the labourers on your plan-
tation, and put certain questions to them, with which he has been furnished.

Zillah, North Malabar, 18th Dec. 1 811. I am, 8w.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, and
have accordingly ordered all 'my Pooliars to appear before the darogah of Cotiote
and Randaterrah to be by them questioned.

In consequence of the permission and sanction of government, soon after I
began this undertaking, I have purchased many Pooliar families, and some even
very lately from different quarters. As I am anxious on all occasions to conform
to the established laws and regulations, it is at the same time my duty to avoid
submitting in silence to any undue exertion of authority; and as I have now
carried on this undertaking for thirteen years, without any requisition having been
made similar to that which your letter contains, I trust you will, previous to my
sending you the list you require, be so good as to favour me with the copy of the
regulations which authorizes this inquest into my private concerns.

Anjarakandy, 20th December 181 1. I have, &c;
(signed) JI/[urdoclz Brown.

To Mr. Murdoch Brown.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, informing me you had
purchased many Pooliar families, and some even very lately, from different quarters,
in consequence of the permission and sanction of government soon after you began
your undertaking; I have to request you will furnish me with the permission or
sanction referred to, that I may report the same for the orders of government.

In answer to your last paragraph, I have to inform you, that my requisition for
the list of persons sold to you as slaves, was made in virtue of the powers vested in
me by the regulations as the zillah magistrate and my commission as one of his
Majesty‘s justices of the peace. I am &c

(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 20th December :81].

To theMagistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar.

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and
enclose copy of the authority of government, under which I‘ have purchased
Pooliars for the labours of this undertaking. The original stands recorded in the
proceedingsof the commissioners at Calicut.

Agreeable to your letter of yesterday, the whole of my Pooliars, male and female,
andtheir children, were brought before the pawn who delivered me your letter,
when he, assisted by the menon from Pychy, and the commissioner "from Prewery,

aCcompanied by a number of armed kolkars to guard the Pooliars, called them one by

one before him, and put such questions to them as he pleased. When this examination

was over, he placed twenty men, women, and children, under a guard of kolkars,
under which they remained all night, and until eleven o’clock this morning, when
he returned. When he went away last night, he desired that all the other hired
.labourers I employ, should be ready for a similar examination; this morning they

Were accordingly assembled at seven o’clock, and remained until the executOr of

yOur orders appeared; when, instead of examining those thus assembled, he'sent
his kolkars, and by force brought together all my Pooliars that had been already

1225. examined
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examined yesterday. , I told him I protested against all such violence, and Mains:

his removing them from the plantation, as being contrary to all the existing rgaula.

tions that I am acquainted with, which require that some specific complaint tghall
be-made against any person or persons before they can be thus violently treated;

My protestation was not listened to, and the whole were carried off by him and his‘

guard of armed men, without allowing them to take their food or to feed their
children, many of - whom are at the breast, and only a few months old; so that it
is very probable their being thus forced to go so far in the heat of the sun,- it beino

exactly mid-day, will be the death of some of the children.» °

I have already noticed, that I cannot believe there is any regulation existing to

authorise this oppressive interference with my property, and still less the cruelty
committed on nearly 200 men, women, and children, excepting a formal complaint
against the persons themselves, or a claim being made by some person to them. in
consequence of some invalidity in the sale; if either of these has been to you,
I imaginel ought to have been furnished with a copy of it, before this extraordinary

violence was resorted to.
The sale of. slaves is not only authorized by the custom of Malabar, but is‘vex-

pressly permitted by the 'Mahomedan laws, under which this country is governed;
and for these thirteen years past no question has ever been put to me on the subject
of‘my purchases, nor any complaint from any persOn claiming the Pooliars so pur.

chased ; and as I know, that to a reference from the principal collectors of Malabar?
to the Board of Revenue, on a complaint of slaves being brought from Travancore

to Malabar, he was told that the trade being authorized by the law, he had no

business ‘to interfere in it; for all these reasons I now most solemnly protest against
the violence you have caused to be committed on those innocent persOns, many‘of
whom were born on this plantation, from which they are now forced away "without

any reason whatever being assigned for such barbarous usage. » I also protest

against it for the loss that it has already, and must continue to make me sufl‘er,- by

putting a stop to my extensive labours here,.where upwards of 350 persons are daily

employed, but of whose services you have deprived me.

Anjarakandy, alst Dec. 1811. I have, 850‘.
(signed) Murdoch Brown.

P. S.—The copy of the authority granted to me by the Bombay government for

the purchase of Pooliars and Betwars, is not forthcoming. here, having been

destroyed when this house was burnt to the ground in 1803; but the collector’ot

Malabar can furnish an attested copy of it. I obtained one from him some months

ago to_ send to Cochin to a person, who, under that authority, purchased and sent

twelve or thirteen Pooliars, men, women, and children to me, that are amongst

those 'whom your people have placed under a guard.

To James Stevens and Hay Clephane, Esqrs. Judges of the Court of Circuit and
Appeal, Western Division, Tellicherry.

The Petition of the undersigned Murdoch Brown, Owner of the Randaterra

Plantation ; - -

‘Humbly showeth,-—That your petitioner is under the necessity of praying for

your protection against what he deems the unlawful and highlyoppressiiie acts of

the magistrate of this zillah, committed by his people and under his order, on the

20th, 215%“ .and 22d of- this month, on your petitioner’s servants, labourers, and,

property at this place. The accompanying two letters from that magistrate, and

the copies of two letters to him in reply from your petitioner, will in'part explain

the nature of the grievances of which he complains; in addition to which; your

Eetitioner begs leave to state, that of the people forced away as therein stated. a few
ave returned; but 1 13 of all ages, are detained, many ofwhom have beenhere eight

and ten, and some twelve years, and a number of whom have been taught, at a'very

c'onsiderable expense, difiérent branches of manufacture, and whose absence must

put a stop to those branches in which they were employed for a length of time,

particularly the manufacture of arrow root, and the preparation of fine cassia, both

of which are objects of importanCe 1 to your petitioner. Your petitioner must fur-

ther observe, that of. the children this forced away and detained, the 'major part

were born on the plantation, and bred up and taught different useful occupations at

his expense; as they Were driven away by the armed kolkars from the different

places where they were at work and not permitted to stop here, they carried all theiiij
too 5
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tools and implements with them; viz. hoes of different kinds, large biilknives, and
shearing hooks.

It is further necessary to observe, that the magistrate in his letter of the 18th,
sayS, that he had ordered the darogah of Pychy, to come to Anjarakandy to put
certain questions to your petitioner’s people, but no mention is made of the darogah'
or any other person being authorized to carry them forcibly from the plantation.
The darogah of Pychy never appeared, the whole was done by the person who
brought your petitioner, the magistrate’s letter, without his exhibiting any warrant
addressed to him on that duty. He only read to your petitionera proclamation
issued by the magistrate, addressed to the inhabitants in and about this place, in-
forming them, that the darogah of Pychy had orders to seize all 'my people, and
was authorized to search for them in every house; and that therefore no person was
to harbour or conceal any of them under pain of punishment by the magistrate.
This extraordinary production proscribing about 350 innocent persons, against-
whom no complaint whatever existed, the person named Chatoo Menon would not
leave here or give a copy of it, but proceeded to act without producing any other
authority, for which your petitioner apprehends he is liable to punishment. Your
petitioner must likewrse- notice, that his native writers were abused in the grossest
language, pushed away,»and'threatened by armed kolkars when they attempted to
get near to the Pooliarson: their first examination; and that one of them in par-
ticular, a- Bramin, was abused in the grossest language by one of the koikars,
because he forbid him to go into your petitioner's garden where he had no business.
Your petitioner having thus briefly stated-the-acts of the magistrate and of those
employed by him, once more most seriously entreats your protection and that of the
laws, against the unlawful exertioris of authority of this magistrate, because your
petitioner knows from experienceth what lengths he is capable of going, he having
some years ago forcibly taken from your petitioner (himself being‘ then absent)
elephants and timber to the aniount of 2,000 rupees and upwards, without any
intimation given or any reason assigned to your petitioner or Mr. Thomas Diueur
his then partner, for which your petitioner to this day has received no redress. An
inquiry was made by the orderof government by the principal collector, then a
magistrate, before whom it was proved‘ upon oath, that Mr. Thomas Baber’s people
caused your petitioner’s mark to be cut out from the timber, and then had it con-
veyed to Teilicherry. , Since then, your petitioner has heard nothing more of that
business, which has hitherto been probably overlooked amongst so much of much
greater importance, yet your petitioner entertains no doubt that he’will obtain re-
dress from the justice of government whenever the matter shall be again broughtto
their notice. ' _

' Your petitioner begs leave to add, that he has just been informed of the death of
one of the Pooliar children, in consequence of the treatment he had received. That
such consequences were likely to result from the measures adopted towards his people,
was foreseen by your petitioner, and stated by him to the magistrate, in his letter of
the 2|st instant; as this death has been caused by what your petitioner considers to
be an illegal act, he humbly prays that the afore-mentioned Chatoo Menon may be
secured, to-the end that he may be brought to trial for the same; and your petitioner
shall ever pray.

Owner of the Randaterrah plantation.

Anjarakandy, 24th December 181" (signed) .M'urd. Brown.

To Mr. Murdock Brown, at Tellicherry.

Sir :~—The officers whom l'deputed to search for some kidnapped children, reported
to be amongst the slaves on your plantation, have returned, andbrougbtwith them

seyenty-six men, women and children, who say they were all stolen or formny carried

away from their relations and masters ; six of the children arefinot of the tribe even
of unfortunate perSOns who are considered as slaves, two bemgNayer boys, aged

about eight, one a Mopelia girl, aged about six, two Tean boys, aged about eight, and

a Tcan girl, about 1 2, who say they are natives of Travancore, aud were within the

last six months stolen from their relations, and sent by Waliapagata Assenally from

Aleppy to you ; I have been most particular in questioning these unfortunatesa and

have-no doubt in my own mind, that they were kidnapped; It becomes in, con—

sequence, my duty to discover and bring to co‘ndign punishment, all those who 188V?
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been concerned in this inhuman traflic. I therefore most earnestly call upon you

to afford me every information in your power to that end ; and in regard to the others,

I am ready to receive and investigate any evidence or documents that you may have

to adduce in support of any claims you may have upon them.

I am, &c.

Zillah, North Malabar, 27th Dec. 1311. (signed) T. H. Babcr.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar.

Sir :--I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, to the contents

of which I must decline giving any reply, because such a reply would be a virtual

admission of what I positively deny, and have publicly protested against the legality

of your conduct.
Without cause assigned, or information lodged, at least not exhibited, you have

violently possessed yourself of my labourers, and of a valuable portion of my instru-

ments of agriculture, and you now call upon me to prove my right to a possession

that no one disputes with me, if such disputant does exist, the courts are open to him,

and the regulations point out the course to be pursued ; you might, I conceive, with

equal legality, have seized any other part of my property, and made the restitution

of it depend on similar terms. To these reasons, I have to add, that I have applied

to a superior authority for protection and for redress of these injuries (in one instance

already fatal) which my people and my property have sustained, and continue to

suffer. I have, &c.
(signed) JVI. Brown.

(True copy.) (signed) M Brown.

Tellicherry, 28th Dec. 181 1.

To Mr. Mur. Brown.

Sir :—Expecting to be enabled tobring to a close in the course of to-morrow, my

examinations of the whole of the Pooliars found on your plantation, who asserted

they had been stolen, I have now to inform you', that it is my intention to make a

full report of the subject to government; but that I am still ready to hold an inquiry

into the points referred to in my letter to you. dated the 27th ultimo. I» cannot too

strongly repeat my recommendation, that you give up the names of the persons who

supplied you with the Nair, Tean and Mopla children, as well as those of the Pooliars

who insist they were kidnapped. I have further to inform you, that I shall order

thelatter to be delivered over to any person you may send to receive charge of them,

as whatever may be their final disposal, there does not appear to be any objection to

employ during the interval of the reference to government, the slaves on their daily

occupatiOns; the free children will remain under my charge.

I am, &c.

Zillah, North Malabar, 3d Jan. 181 2. (signed) T. H. Baber.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah of*North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir :—-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and in

reply, have to state to you, that since my letter to you of the 28th ultimo, having

sent to Anjarakandy for particular information relative to the six persons whom you

say are free people ; I have now to inform you, that they were sent there by Banian

Bittle Assen -Ally to work on the plantation until his return from Travancore;

whither he got them from their parents or relatives, or purchased them as slaves, I

know not; but having no claim over them, I can have no objection to your detain-’

ing them, as I conclude a complaint has been lodged before you, on their account.

2.—-With regard to the other persons who were forcibly driven from the planta-

tion, without the smallest reason being assigned for that violent proceeding, it is

totally false that they were stolen 'or kidnapped, nor did any of them assert such a

thing, when questioned by your menon at Anjarakandy; the major part of them

have been 10' or 12‘ years on the plantation, and the assertion, that they are now

said to have made, is not even attempted to be supported by the smallest proof ; my:

right to them, I am perfectly prepared to support, as soon as my property in them

is impeached ; but until that is challenged, it would, as I have already observed, in
my
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my letter of the 28th ult. to you, be a virtual admission of the legality of "our acts,
to prove my right to that property, which nobody disputes 'with me, and or the re~
covery of which, together with redress for the wrongs and losses I have suffered, I
have already addressed a superior tribunal.
With regard to the case being submitted to government, I only waited for the de-

cision of the court of circuit, to bring the whole affair before the Honourable the
Governor in council by petition, because it is impossible for me to carry On that
extensive undertaking, on 'which so very large a sum has been expended, unless I am
certain of protection from such hostile interruption and violence, as that against which
I now complain. Your submitting the subject, will, I doubt not, answer that pur-
pose, provided the case is fully explained; to which end, I hereby require, that
copies of my correspondence, and a copy of my petition to the court of circuit, with
the proceedings held thereon, may accompany your reference to government.

I have, &c.
Tellicherry, 4th January 1812. (signed) M Brown.

To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sirz—I have received your letter, dated yesterday; the bearer of it (Kotaly
Muchna) says, that he came from Mr. Douglass’s house where, he says, you are,
and that you have only just now given him that letter. { think it proper to notice
this circumstance, to prevent any mistakes hereafter.

I am, &c.
(signed) T. If. Baber, Magistrate.

Sunday, January 5th, half-past five, P. M.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar.

Sir :—I have this moment received your note of this day (Sunday 5th January
1812, five, P. M.) informing me you had only then received my letter of yester-
day, and that you deemed it necessar to take notice of that circumstance. The only
conclusion I can draw from this is, that you have made your reference to govern-‘
ment without the copies of the papers mentioned in my letter; I therefore now beg
leave to repeat what I therein said, and to require of‘ you, if they have .not been
sent, that they may be immediately forwarded. I have, &c.

(signed) M Brown.

Sunday, 45 minutes past 5, P. M. 5th January 1812.

Mr. Murdock Brown.

Sir :--My information having stated that Wallapagata Assen Ally, formerly head
sheristadar in the custom-house, was the principal in this traffic in children‘ between
Travancore and this Zillah, I have to request you will inform me whether Banian
Bittle Assen Ally, who you inform me in your letter of the 4th, sent six children
to work on your plantation, is the Assen Ally above noticed ; and if not, that you
will inform me of what place he is an inhabitant, and where he at present resides.

I take this opportunity of advising you', that every document connected with the
subject of my late proceeding, will accompany my reference to government.

I am, &c.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, Nbrth Malabar,‘ 6th January 1812.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah at North Malabar.

Sir :-—In reply to your letter of this day’s date,‘ I have to inform you, that the
person mentioned in my letter of the 4th instant, is the same you have described.

‘ I have, &c.

Tellicherry, 6th January 1812. (signed) M. Brown.
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To the-Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar.

Sir z—The bearer is the person who sent from Alepy the six children mentioned in
your letter of the 3d instant. .

The previncial court having signified to me, there is no obJection to my receiving

back from you the other Pooliars and Betwas, forcibly driven from A-njarakandy on
the 19th ultimo, I have, in conformity to ”that injunction, directed them to be'

received there whenever you may be pleased to send them.

I have, &c.

Tellicherry, 8th January 1812. (signed) 11!. Brown.

Second Petition of Murdock Brown, Owner of the Rhandaterra Plantation,
To the Provincial Court of the Western Division ;

Humbly sheW'eth,—4That your petitioner has received the extract from the pro-
ceedings of the provincial court of the 6th instant, and in obedience to the injunc-
tions therein contained, to vindicate himself from the accusations of the magistrate,
your petitioner herewith transmits his answer to the magistrate on that subject, to
which he has now to add, that the man who sent up those six persons from Travan-

cOre, is arrived from thence, and fully prepared to establish his right to them
by purchase, in conformity to the laws of the country.

Your petitioner is further enjoined to state, “ what commission he had given to
the person who sent him up the six children from Travancore, and as to any pre-
caution he may have adopted in restricting that person to the purchase only of such
castes as are 'by the constitution of society in Malabar, considered as bondsmen,
and transferrable by sale in like manner as other real and personal property.” "In
reply to which, your petitioner begs leave to state, “ that he never gave any com-
mission or instruction on the subject, and that the purchase and. the sending them
ofi' to work on the plantation, was solely the act of the person himself,_and that
your petitioner did not at any time regard them in any other light than labOurers
Sent to work on the plantation, where there is always occupation for persons of
all ages.”

In regard to what are termed the depositions of 55 Pooliars and Betwas, your
petitioner deems it totally inconsistent with his duty, as a man, to sanction so great
a violation of the rights of property by giving any answer to them. That 200
servants or slaves, against whom not-a word of information was lodged, and from
none of whom the smallest complaint had been preferred, should be forcibly driven
away, without a warrant exhibited, or reason assigned for so violent a proceeding;
and then that their depositions should be taken forcibly, for they have been detained
here in custody from the 18th ultimo to this day, and brought accusations against
their master or employer, is so great a violation of every principle of British juris-
prudence, and the effects of such an exertion of authority so highly injurious to your
petitioner’s extensive labours, that your petitioner must again pray for redress and
protection against similar violent and unlawful acts. Your petitioner, therefore,
can only say, that the Pooliars and Betwas brought here as abovementioned, were
the major part of them sent to the plantation in theyear 1799 and 1800, when the
undertaking was carried on ‘by the Honourable Company, by the Company’s
darogha at Choughaut Carwakaren Moopa, and under an order (copy of which is
inclosed) from the commisssioner of Malabar to the assistant collector and magis-
trate in that district. Your petitioner deems it necessary farther to state, that all
those persons were questioned on the 18th December at Anjarakandy by the person
deputed, but who acted without any authority exhibited by the magistrate, at
which time their answers were in total contradiction to what are now termed their
depositions.

Your petitioner‘begs leave further to add, that soon after he undertook to super-
intend the undertaking at Anjarakandy, on account of the Company, in 1798, the
im’possibility of procuring a suflicient‘number 'of labourers to settle there, induced
him to suggest the purchase of Pooliars, Betwas, and other low castes, who are and
must, agreeable to the eustoms of the natives, always be in a state of bondage.
This suggestion was approved of by the government of Bombay, and since that
period yOur petitioner has continued from time to time, according to his means and
to the facility of procuring them, to increase their number; but he begs leave to
add, that in thus complying with the custom of the country, in this mode of pro-
curing labour, he has never, at any time, considered the persons thus acquired as

s aves,
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slaves, nor deemed that he had, or has ever exercised, any greater degree of autho-
rity over them, than over his other labourers, of which the number has always
been considerable; on the contrary, their condition of outcastes has been amelio-
rated, and themselves advanced in the scale of human beings, to be on a level, in
point of comforts with, and in some respects superior to other labouring people,
which facts it is in the power of the court to ascertain by inquiry on the spot; the
very idea, that one man has a right to make a slave of another, is, and ever has
been, repugnant to the sentiments of your petitioner. The deeds of sale of all
those persons are in the possession of your petitioner, and no claim against the
legality of the sales has ever been made, nor the shadow of a complaint made .to
the magistrate on that subject; should his property in them be legally disputed, he

is prepared; to prove it.
In conformity to the sentiments expressed in the proceedings of the court, with

regard to your petitioner’s receiving back from the magistrate the Pooliars and
Betwas detained by him, your petitioner begs leave to state, that he yesterday sent
a person to receive them, when the magistrate delivered 55 men, woinen and
children, but still detains 16'4Pooliars, without assigning any reason, farther than
their saying they were stolen; it is admitted by the magistrate, that those people
are in a state of bondage, and must have belonged to some other person, before
they came into the possession of your petitioner; if therefore they had been stolen,
the former owners would no doubt have long since made their appearance to claim
them, but no such claim has ever appeared, and your petitioner must again repeat,
that the assertion is without foundation ; and he therefore submits to your Honour-
able Court, that those people were illegally taken from him, and continue to be
illegally detained.
None of the implements of husbandry, which were carried away with the maple,

have been restored.
So far from the magistrate, as he asserts, being anxious to consult the feelings of

your petitioner, the behaviour of the officers and armed kolkars was offensive in
the extreme, the result of which was the collecting together, by means of armed
men, 200 persons, and driving them from the plantation at noon day; they were
carried to some miles distance, and kept there three days and three nights, under a

‘ tree, without shelter or covering, exposed to the extreme cold of the land winds
at this season, from whence the death of . one boy ensued; should it be urged that
this boy was sick when carried from the plantation, your petitioner submits, that
this is a solid reason why he ought not to have been forced away, and rather enhances
than extenuates such guilt as may be found to attach to the'transaction.

» Your petitioner disclaims having ever made use of disrespectful language to the
officers of this government; and will conclude by noticing, that by perseverance and
the outlay of a very large capital, exclusive of what was expended by the Company,
he has brought the plantation, in some branches, to produce what your petitioner

to himself, but from the great fall in the chief article of pepper, this. for some years

past, has been of more advantage to the revenue than to your petitioner, who this

last year paid, in land revenue and duties on the produce of his labours, upwards of
7,000 rupees to government ; and your petitioner shall ever pray.

(signed) M. Brown, Owner of the Randaterra plantation.

' Tellicherry, 11th Jan. 1812.

To Mr. George William Gillio, Assistant at Choughaut.

Sir z—Government having been pleased to authorize the purchase of Pooliars and
Betwas, and other castes 0f the natives, who, by their own laws; are'in a state of
bondage, for the labours of the Honourable Company’s plantation in Randaterra,

and the overseer of it having informed us, that the darogah of Choughaut has
now offered him thirty persons of the above description, and promised to complete
ahundred, provided he be duly authorized so to do,—we desire you will inform him,
that he has our permission to transfer to the overseer of the Honourable Company’s

plantation. any number of the persons above described, provided it be done agreeable

to the known customs and laws of Malabar, relative to them; and as it appears
that the Honourable Company may derive considerable benefit from the labours of
those people, provided a sufficient number can be procured, we farther direct that

' YOU will grant the said darogha such legal aid as he may require, in order to enable

him to fulfil his promise; and that you will make it known in the districts under
125. your
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your charge, that those persons,‘ who are willing to dispose of this species of
property to the overseer of the Honourable Company’s plantation, have permission

to do 50' We are, &c.
(signed) J. Spencer. Jas. Hartley. J. Smee.

Calicut, 20th October 1798.

Supplemental Petition of the undersigned Murdock Brown, Owner of the

Randaterra Plantation, to the Provincial Court of the Western Division;

Humbly Sheweth ;—That your petitioner, in his second petition of the 1 1th inst.

omitted to state, that so soon as he could find the person who sent up the children,

said by the magistrate to be free people from'Travancore, which was the day after

he returned from thence; your petitioner sent him with a letter from himself to the

magistrate, for the whole of the violences committed against your petitioner, though

there was not the smallestlconnection between the case of those children \asserted

to have been stolen from Travancore, and your petitioner’s labourers 0r slaves, who,

the major part of them, have been on the plantation many years. Your petitioner

begs leave further to state, that the above assertion of the people having been stolen

from Travancore, rests solely on the speech of a child or children, after they were

taken by force during the night by the cutwal of Mahé, from the houses that they
were placed in.
To your petitioner he denied, that any of them are of any other caste than those

which are permitted to be sold or transferred in that country, and that he would

produce hundreds of them in every town in this province, there being few mopilla

or Christian houses, in which there are not some of them; that he had purchased

them agreeable to the custom of the country, and had all the deeds of sale ready

to produce.
Your petitioner begs leave to state, that he has recovered the implements of

agriculture carried off with these people, on the 20th ultimo.

And your petitioner shall ever pray.

(signed) M Brown, Owner of the Randaterra plantation.

Tellicherry, 1 7th January 1 812-.

To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Wallapagata Assen Ally having stated to the court, that he had omitted two

children in his examination on the 8th, and that instead of six, he had sent eight to

you at Anjarakandy, where, he adds, they at present are, you are hereby directed

to deliver up forthwith the aforesaid two children to the bearer.

Given under my hand and the court seal, this 24th day of January, A. D. 1812.

(signed) T. H. Babcr, Magistrate.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir :—-—The eight children mentioned by Assen Ally, were all taken to Tellicherry
by your people, and two of them were sent back by your own orders with other

Pooliars some days ago, for what purpose I know not ; they are now, agreeable to
your orders respecting them, delivered to the bearer hereof.

I am, &c.

Anjarakandy, 24th January 1 8 l 2. (signed) M Brown.

To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Whereas [here 70le flfty-two names of men, women,- and children,] in the

month of December last, made oath before me, that they had been stolen by

certain moplas and other natives, banished from their country, and transported

against their will to Anjarakandy; and whereas in your communications dated the

4th January, in answer to the magistrate’s requisitions dated the 27th Decem-

ber and 3d January, to produce any evidence or documents you might have to

adduce in support of your claims to the aforesaid fifty-two persons, it is set forth,

that‘you’r right to them you are perfectly prepared to support, as soon as your pr0-.
petty
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party in them is impeached; you are therefore hereby ordered to account for the
manner in which the aforementioned persons came into your possession. Herein

fa“ "Ot' (signed) T. H. Baber,
One of His Majesty’s Justices of- the peace for the

Town of Madraspatnam and its dependencies.

Tellicherry, 1 1th June 1812.

(True copy) (signed) M Brown.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir :—On the 12th instant, the native civil commissioner of this district, accom-
panied by a guard of kolkars, delivered to me a letter from you, and at same time
exhibited another paper, signed 'by you as justice of the peace, and sealed, I was
told, with seal of the Zillah court, which I was required to sign, and accordingly
did so, delivering that paper, as demanded by the commissioner, immediately into
his hands again, it being then late in the evening; the commissioner and his guard
went away for the night; next morning they returned, and having authoritatively
ordered all my labourers to be collected, they selected aboutfifty Pooliars and
Betwars, men and women, all of whom, with their children, were again forced from
the plantation. The authority which this new act of violence is committed, you
state in your letter to me as magistrate abovementioned, to be orders of government
recently received; of these orders I request to be furnished with a copy; I also
request to be furnished with a copy of the paper signed by you as justice of the
peace, which, as I have mentioned, the commissioner would not leave; but required
to be returned as soon as I had signed it.
With these documents before me, I shall be enabled to decide what line of con-

duct I am to ursue, that I may in no' manner whatever deviate from the strictest
obedience to t e orders of the government. I have, &c.

Anjarakandy, 18th June 1812. (signed) M Brown.

To Mr. Murdock Brown.

Whereas under date the 1 1th June, you were directed by precept, to account for
the manner in which fifty-two persons, whose names were‘therein mentioned, ex-
clusive of their children of Wetwas’ and Pooliar’s caste, natives of the districts of
South Malabar, Cochin, and Travancore, who had made aflidavit before me in the
month of December last, that they had been stolen by certain mopillas and'other
natives, banished from their country, and transported against their will to Anjara-
kandy, came into your possession ; and whereas the aforesaid precept has not been
complied with ; Now this is to give you notice, that unless you do within six days
from this date, make good the right you say you have to the aforesaid Wettoowars
and Pooliars, they will be returned to their respective countries.

(signed) T. H. Babcr,
One of His Majesty’s Justices of the peace for the Town

of Madraspatnam and its dependencies.
Tellicherry, 20th June 1812.

(True copy) (signed) M Brown.

Added the following protest to the above.

This paper has been presented to the undersigned, on-‘Sunday the 21st June, and
though he is persuaded in his own mind that it is not a legal instrument, he never-
theless deems it necessary to answer it thus :—The undersigned will take such steps
as he deems necessary for the recovery of the 52 persons (one of whom is already
dead) and their children, hislegally acquired property ‘ofrwhich the justice 'of the
peace has by force deprived him; and in the event of those persons being dispersed
before those steps are taken, he hereby protests against thejustice of the peace who
Signed this paper, for all losses and (lama es whatever that havealready ensued, and
may from this day ensue from this unlawFul conduct of thejustice'of the peace.

(signed) M Brown.
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To T. H. Baber, Esq. one of His Majesty’s Justices.of the peace for the Town of
Madraspatnam and its dependencies.

Sir :—On the met inst. a paper was presented to me by a peon, bearing the badge

of a zillah peon, which paper was dated 0n the 20th inst. was signed by you as orie

of His Majesty’s justices of the peace for the town of Madras and its dependencies,

and was sealed with the seal of the Zillah court of North Malabar, which paper

purported to be an order to me to prove my right to property (of which you have

forciblydeprived me) within six days, &c.; of this paper I now enclose a copy,

the authenticity of which I hereby call on you to admit or deny; and I at the same

time notify to you, that I shall consider your silence as an admission that the paper

I now enclose is a correct copy of the documents I have described

I have, 8zc.

Tellicherry, 23d June 1812. (signed) .M. Brown.

To T. H. Baber, Esq. one of His Majesty's J ust‘ices of the peace for

Madraspatnam and its dependencies.

Sir :—From the contents of the paper issued under yourhand, asjustice of peace,

and seal of the'native civil court, dated on the 20th instant, andexhi bited to me on

Sunday‘th‘e 2lst instant, I conclude you decline giving any answer to my address

to you, as. magistrate, of the 18th instant, which was delivered to you on the lgth,

previous to the above-mentioned paper being issued, I therein requested copy of

the orders of-government, which, by your: letter to me on. the 1 1th instant, signed

as magistrate, you assign as the. authority on'which you grounded your proceedings

of again fo_rcing,._infl a violent manner, fifty-two personshwith their children, from

hence; I am therefore satisfied that ,no such orders were receiyed; nor, indeed, is

it credible that the government would ever issue such orders as authorizedyou to

deprive me ofmy property, or to carry by force innocent people from their dwellings,

andlikeep them like criminals under a guard. If any orders have been received, the

meaning of which could be so wrested as to countenance so flagrant an act, it must

havebeenobtained by some misrepresentation of the facts that have here taken

place having been laid before the government. That such misrepresentation has
been forwarded, I am led to believe, from the very extraordinary assertion contained

in the warrant or precept iSSued by you on the 11th instant, as justice of the peace,

thatl’the5e people had made affidavits on oath before you that they were stolen;

a greater‘deviation from truth than this,- I conceive, could hardly be attempted, and

it is; therefore necessary for me. to bring to your recollection the manner in which

these, what you term affidavits, were brought forth.
On the 18th of December last, you sent a person belonging to the zillah court,

with a numerous guard of armed kolkars, here, who brought a letter to me, saying,

that you had sent that person to put certain questions to my labourers, Pooliars and

Betwas ; :all of them were accordingly called, and the head man sent by you, put

various questions to them, and wrote downtheir answers, as did one of my native

writers. None .of, the peOple then said they had been stolen, nor preferred the
smallest complaint of any kind whatever. Your agent finding the answers were

not such as were probably expected, retired to the cutcherry of the native commis-

sioner, about two miles from hence, and from thence dispatched a letter to you,

saying that he could not examine the people, or something to that purport. 1 What

orders you therein issued to him I know not, but I conclude they were such as he

hadasked for; as the next day he returned with his guard, and drove the whole of
my people‘off in the inhuman manner set forth in my letter to you of the 2tst of
that month. They were conveyed to the commissioner’s cutcherry, where they
were exposed to hunger and the inclemency of the weather, and still kept under

a guard, like so many criminals. After this suffering for two days, which, it might

be supposed, has rendered them sufficiently pliant, they were again called one by
one; and as the first who were questioned gave the same answers they had done
here, they were told that' what they said was not true; that they had been stolen,

and they were threatened with being flogged, and' otherwise punished, if they did

not say so. Such was the report made by many'of them to me on their return,

after: which theyma'de ”no difficulty in saying anything that they found was most
acceptableto the-people who questioned them. After being detained three days

and three‘nights in'fhe sameexposed manner, and thus properly prepared for ap-

pearing before you, they were sent to Teilicherry, where they were still continuied
un er
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under restraint, and there you obtained what' you term, in your warrant or precept
of the 11th instant, affidavits on oath from them that they were all stolen; but
which, I believe, in law-will be found to be papers of a very different nature from
affidavits. An affidavit is a voluntary declaration by way of complaint, or as attest-
ing the person’s knowledge of a certain fact; to be legal, it must be made and
sworn to with the person’s entire free will, and without any restraint, especially on
the part of the magistrate. These, therefore, on'which you ground your present
act of violence are not afiidavits; and though I am too ignorant "of law to be able
to give them their proper denomination, thus far I know, that these people, in
swearing that they were stolen, and brought here surreptitiously, have all of them
committed perjury, as I shall clearly prove in due time and place ; and I think it is
more than probable; that those papers,‘ instead of affidavits, will turn out to be
indirect or circumstantial evidence of subornation of perjury, grounded upon those,
as I deem them, illegally acquired documents. You call upon me, in your Capacity
of justice of the peace, to prove my preperty in the persons you have forced from
me in this manner, which property, I again repeat, has never been legally questioned
by any person whatever; without the smallest ground of any kind whatever, you
have deprived me of my property, and make the consideration of restoration depend
on my provingmy right to it, without that right having ever been contested. How
you can suppose that I could sanction such an usurpation of authority, byacquiescin
to your exercising it over‘me, I know not; I can therefore only repeat, what I saig
in my letters on the 27th December and 3d January=last, that I am ready to prove
my legal acquisition (under the express orders of the commissioners for the affairs
of Malabar to their assistants, =and native darogha of Choughaut) of all these per.

sons, the major part of whom Were sent to me fourteen years ago by the Company’s
darogha, or native magistrate of Choughaut. While this undertaking was‘can-y.
ing on for the Company, under my superintendence, during all that period, no one
of these, either men or women, have ever said here, either to me or to any person
else, that they were stolen, or that they had the smallest wish to return to their own
distriCts. Wheré’v‘er this people are, they can only be in a state of bondage, which
with me they never have been; at least, never were treated nor looked upon as
slaves, and certainly never had any wish to go from this place; if such wish had
ever'existed, it was out of my power to prevent their going away whenever they
leased.

P In the paper exhibited to me on the 2151’. instant, you say, that I do not make
good before you (thus erecting yourself into a judge from a justice of the peace)
my property,‘&c.; that you will send my people' to their different countries; that
is, in other words, you will prevent them from returning to me,. as they all would.
if not detained and dispersed by violence, with express orders not to return here.
Against such a proceeding I hereby warn you.
You are now acting as a’justice of the peace,‘ and as such your acts can be tried

by the laws of our country. Tothese laws it is my intention to_ appeal; the Sudder
Adawlut having decided, that however hostile your acts may be to my person or
property, the Company’s court can give me no redress.
The first illegal seizure of these people was the immediate cause of the death of

a boy, and the second has proved equally fatal to the life of a man, made prisoner
without a crime; driven from his home“ in a state of sickness, without cause assigned;

he has expired in restraint. . .
As these persons, unjustly forced from hence, and now unjustly, as I conceive,

detained by you, are part of the persons that I shall call upon as evifiences to prove

the charges that will be exhibited ‘against'you; I hereby protest against their being

dispersed or sent from Tellicherry to any other place than this, to wind] they would

all come, if not detained by violence.

I am, &c,

(signed) M. Brown, Owner of Rhandaterra Plantation.

Anjarakandy, 23d June 1812.

Mr. Murdock Brown.

. Siriy-In a letter hearing your signature, dated the 2 3d, to my address, and this

instant received, you have charged the zillah officers, whom I ordered. on duty to

Anjarakandy,» in the month of December last,- with having threatened your'people

with being flogged and’otherwise punished, if they did not’Say they had been 'stolerli
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and that such was the report made by several people to you ; I request you will send

me the ‘names of the persons who made you that report, that I may proceed forthwith

to investigate this most serious charge against these oflicers.

I am, &c.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Tellicherry. 25th June 1812, 17-. M.

Mr. Murdock Brown.

Whereas, in a letter bearing your signature, to my address, dated 23d, received
three 1»; 3:. this day, it is set forth,~ that you are ready to prove your legal acquisition

9f; all the persons, the Weetoowars and Pooliars, mentioned in my precept, dated
the 1 1th instant. Now, this is to inform you, that as the aforesaid persons have not
fie; been permitted to teturn to their countries, I am still ready to receive and examine
any evidence or documents you may have to adduce in support of your asserted
legal acquisition of them, provided you do so within two days of the precept of this

notice. (signed) T. H. Babcr,
One of his Majesty’s Justices of the peace for the town of

Madraspatnam and its dependencies.
Tellicherry, 25th June 181 2.

Ordered in consequence, That a letter of the following tenor, be dispatched to the
solicitor to the Honourable Company:-—-

To the Solicitor to the Honourable Company.

Sir :-—With reference to the opinions submitted in the advocate general’s letters,
dated the 14th April, 14th May, 5th and 17th November, and 3d December 1812,
I am directed by the Honourable the Governor-in council, to transmit to you for
the further cohsideration and report of the advocate general, the inclosed copy of a
letter, dated the lSt instant, from Mr. Murdock Brown.

I am, &c.

(signed) W. Thackeray, Chief Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 22d Dec. 1812.

Approved, and ordered accordingly.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor in Council of Fort St.. George, to
the Couft of Directors in the J udicial Department, dated lst March 1815.

Par. 48.—In the 92d and following paragraphs of the letter which we addressed
to your Honourable Court from this department, under date the 5th March 18I3',
we informed you of the proceedings which had taken place at this presidency, in con-
sequence of the statute passed in the 51st year of His Majesty’s reign, for rendering
more efl'ectual an Act preyiously paésed for the abolitiOn of the slave trade; and
reiat’ed the substance of a correspondence with the supreme government, which had
ansen from atreference made by us for their instruction, as to the propriety of giving
full effect to the statute, and the manner in which it should be made public, and
‘which in its course had also involved the Consideration of the measures best adopted
for remedying the defects, as appeared to exist in the provisions of the Act of Parlia-
ment, as appIiCable to the British territories in India.

49.-——In continuation, we now be leave to bring to the notice of your Honour-
able Court, the correspondence which; has since passed upon this subject, and the
measures Which we have adopted with regard to it.

5o.—--On our proceedings, noted in the margin, is 'recorded the reply of the
supreme government to the communication, which, in the l 1 1th paragraph of our
address to your Honourable Court, above alluded to, we informed you that we had
made to theth. From it we learned, that the Governor General in council did not
deem it adwsable’to adopt the suggestion which we had offered, that a general
regulation for Indla might be framed with respect to the slave trade. He conceited,
that by followmg the course recommended in former communications. from the
supreme gqvernment,_ of" enacting a separate regulation for eachpresideney, uni-
for'upty‘woeld be Vmaiptained at the' diflferent’fpreSidehcies, in the laws regaftiin'g
SlfiYfifi: 10,38 great, "‘8, flegtee 'as their difl'erentici‘rcumstances wouldadmit; it' occurring
to his Lordship m counhi , that-severe penalties.hiiight‘be‘i’equiredat Fort St.George

. or
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01' Bombay, for preventing the importation of slaves by land, than those which had
proved sufficient for that purpose .in Bengal. In all other respects, the laws and
regulations which had been established in Bengal, respecting the importation of
slaves from foreign territories, and their sale within the British'possessions, might, in
the opinion of his Lordship in council, be adopted at the presidencies of Fort
St. George and Bombay.

51,-— Being now made fully acquainted with the sentiments of the supreme govern-
ment, with respect to the course to be pursued by us regardin the slave trade, we
caused the'Fouzdan'y Adawlut to be furnished with a copy 0% the correspondence
which had taken place upon the subject. We, at thesame time, directed that court
£0 frame a regulation in conformity with'the instructions on the subject, which had
been received from the sfipreme'gOVernment; and desired, that a particular provision
might be inserted in it, for the purpose of detectingland punishing the crime of kid-
papping children. Wejals'o suggested the propriety of providing against thoseydifii-
culties, which the magistrate in‘ North Malabar had experienced,~ in prosecuting
the parties committed by him‘for the 'crimes of kidnapping'children, and trafficking
in slaves.
‘ - 52.4—With reference to the paragraphs from 114 a’ 1 18 of our letter from this
department, dated‘ the 5th March 1813, we beg leave to bring to the notice of
your honourable court. the letters from the chief secretary to the government of
Fort William, and the honourable Company’s solicitor at this presidency, recorded
on our proceedings noted in the margin. Those documents show” it to be the
OpiniOn of the advocate general in Bengal, as well as of the present advocate general
at this presidency, that no British subject can have' a legal claim to the person or
services of any one residing within the limits of the British territories as a slave;
and that the law ought to be strictly enforced, in case of any violation of it, in a
point of so great importance.
53.——Having 'received a communication from the Foujdarry Adawlut, sub-

mitting for our orders a reference made by the judge on circuit in the western
division, regarding the authority of the local courts to try persons accused of trading
in slaves, we referred the point of law for the opinion of the advocate general;
and at the same time directed that certain persons, whose committal by the
magistrate in North Malabar had given occasion to the reference, should be
discharged.
54—We were afterwards informed of the opinion of the advocate general, that

the local courts possess no authority to try the offences in question; and we have
since intimated to the magistrate in North Malabar, our desire, that should any
violations of the Slave Trade Felony Act be- hereafter committed within the limits
of his jurisdiction, and should he be able to procure evidence suflicient to lead to
the conviction of the offenders, he would, in the capacity of one of his Majest ’s
justices of the peace, take the proper steps for bringing them to trial, before t e'
supreme court of judicature at Madras. _

55.'—-On our proceedings, noted in the margin, is reCorded a'correspondence
with Mr. Brown, the proprietor of the plantation at Randaterra, relative to
certain measures adopted by the judge and magistrate in North ‘Malabar, with‘
the view of putting a stop to the traffic in slaves from Travancore into Malabar:
Your honourable court will observe, on reference to those proceedings, that
Mr. Brown advanced a claim to the support of government, in \a prosecutionwhich
he stated it to be his intention to institute against Mr. Baber, the “I'nagistrate‘ in
North Malabar, on account of the injury which he had sustained from the
removal of some slavesfrom his plantation, by Mr. Baber. This claim he founded

Upon the conditions of the agreement, by which. the plantation, together withfiits

“00k, 0f Which the slaves in question formed, as he stated, a part, was made over
to him by the Company in the year 1802—3. Upon being informed, howeveri
that in the event of his instituting a prosecution against Mr. Baber, the Company’s
law officers would be instructed to defend that gentleman. Mr. Brown acquainted
us that it. was not his intention to prosecute Mr. Baber for what he now con51-
dered as ‘an act of the government, but presumed that_ government wpuld not
require payment for the slaves, of whose services that act had deprived him:
. 56.—This communication from Mr. Brown did not appear to us to require any

Immediate notice. When the claims of government upon that gentleman come‘m
‘course of being discharged, it will be suflieient time 'to -i'nquire,-whether any
grouhd=forabating them-arises froinx-the proceedings of the magistrate for detecting
and putting a stop to the traffic in slaves.

‘ 125.
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Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, the 9th March 1 813

Read the following letter from thevchief secretary to government at Bengal;

To David Hill, Esq. Secretary to the Government at Fort St. George.

Sir:—-I am directed by the right honourable the Governor General in council,
to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from you, dated the 20th November last, with
its inclosures.

2.—It is presumed, that the observations and suggestions contained- in my letters
to the chief secretary of , the 26th September and 19th December last, will have
sufficiently informed the honourable the Governor in council of the course which, in
the opinion of his lordship in council, should be pursued by the local governments of
India with respect to the slave trade.

3.—It only remains to uoticethe suggestion contained in your letter, for framing
a general regulation with respect to the above question. By follbwing the course
adverted to in the preceding paragraph, the Governor General in council conceives
that uniformity Will be maintained at the different presidencies in the laws regarding
slaves, as far as the circumstances of the different presidencies will , admit; it
occurring to his Lordship in council, that severer penalties may be eventually
required at Fort St. George or Bombay, for preventing the importation of slaves by
land, than those which are stated to have proved efficient for the accomplishment of
that object in Bengal. In all other respects his Lordship in council conceives, that
the laws and regulatiOns now established in Bengal respecting the importation’of
Slaves from foreign territories, and the sale of such slaves within the limits of our
possessions, may be adopted at the presidencies of Fort St. George and Bombay.

. I have, &c.
(signed) G. Dowdeswell, Chief Secretary to Government.

Fort William, 30th January 1 813.

Ordered, in consequence, that a letter of the following tenor be dispatched to
the register to the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut':

To the Register to the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut.

Sirz—l am directed by the honourable the Governor in council, to desire that
you will lay before the Foujdarry Adawlut the accompanying copy of acorres-
pondence which has taken place with respect to the courseto be pursued by this
government regarding the slave trade.
2.—The Governor in council desires that the Foujdarry Adawlut will framea

regulation, in conformity to the instructions on the subject which havebeen
received from the supreme government, and that a particular provision may be
inserted in it, for the purpose of detecting and punishing the crime of kidnapping
children.

3.—It may also be proper _to provide against those difi’iculties, which, as the
Foujdarry Adawlut are aware, the magistrate of North Malabar experienced in
prosecuting the parties committed by him for the crimes of kidnapping children,
and trafficking in slaves. I have &c

(signed) David Hill, Secretary to Government.

FOrt St. George, 9th March 1813.

List of Packet.

N‘ 1.—.—To the Register to the Court of Suddur Adawlut, dated 9th March 1813.
N“ 2.-—From the Secretary to Government, Fort William, dated 26th September

1812.
N“ 3.-—To the Advocate General, dated 30th October 1812.
N" 4.—From - D" - - — 5th November 1812.
N' 5.—-Fr01n - D' - - — 17th d“
8N. 6.—-To the Secretary to Government at Bengal, dated 20th November

1 12.
N° 7.—From the Chief Secretary at Bengal, dated 19th January 1813, With 8"

inclosure.
N° 8.—-From - - D° - - at D” - dated 30th D°

(signed) David Hill, Secretary to Government.
Fort St. George, gth March 1813.
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Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, the 23d March 1 813.

Read the following letter from the Register to the Court of Foujdarv Adawlut
to the Secretary to the Government in the Judicial Department: ~

Sir :—I am directed by the Foujdary Adawlut to transmit to you the accompany-
ing extract from the court’s Proceedings of this date, with a reference from the third
Judge in the Western p1v1310n, and to request you will lay it before the Honourable

the Governor 1n councnl. I have, Scc.

(signed) Edward Whod, Register.

Foujdarry Adawlut Register’s Oflice, 9th March 1813.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Foujdary Adawlut, under date
9th March 1813.

Read letter, dated the 8th ultimo, from the third Judgein the Western Division,
inclosing an extract from the calendar, received from the magistrate of the Zillah of
North Malabar, for the first sessions of the year, with copy of a precept issued by
him to the magistrate, and of the magistrate’s return thereto.

In the case in question, four persons, one of,whom is described to be the makodah
of a grab vessel, had been committed for trial, at the prosecution of the government,
charged with having imported at Tellicherry, five natives of Abyssinia, as slaves.
And in return to the third judge’s precept, requiring “ to be informed under what

authority or existing regulation the magistrate had committed the said persons to be
tried by a local court ofjudicature ;” the magistrate certifies, that he had committed
them under the statute 51 Geo. III. c. 23. “ for rendering more effectual the former
Acts for the abolition of the slave trade, by which any traffic of slaves within the
territories of the East India Company, subsequent to the let January 1812, is
declared to be felony.”
Under the explanation furnished by Mr. Baber, of his proceeding in the case, the

court are to presume, that in holding the parties to bail for appearance to take their
trial for the felony with which they stand charged under the statute 51 Geo. 3,
c. 23, he acted, not in virtue of the authority vested in him, as magistrate of the
Zillah of North Malabar, but in his capacity of justice of the peace, under the law
of England.
And the point of reference is, whether his commission, as justice of the peace,

empowers him to commit persons so offending, for trial beforea court ofjail delivery,
constituted as provided in regulation I, of 1 811, and exclusively governed as to its
powers, proceedings and decisions, by all the rules contained in the existing regula-
tions for the guidance of the criminal courts.

But whatever may be the opinion of the court on this point, as the discussion
involves a question upon the construction of an Act of Parliament, which also is not
before them, the court deem it to be‘their duty to submit the third judge’s letter and
inclosures to the government, with their request, that the Honourable the Governor
in council may be pleased to direct, that the subject receive such consideration as
may appear to him best calculated to lead to a decision thereupon.
And adverting t0 the delay which may be occasioned by this reference, the court

further beg leave to submit the propriety of ordering the discharge of the parties in
this case, who, it may be assumed, had no reason to suppose that the act for which
they have been made the objects of a criminal prosecution, was a public wrong.

Ordered, That extract of these proceedings be transmitted to Mr; Secretary Hill,

for the purpose of being laid before the Honourable the Governor in council.

(A true extract.) (signed) Edward Wood, Register.

Ordered, in consequence, That letters of the following tenor, be dispatched to the

Company’s solicitor, and to the register to the court of Foujdarry Adawlut :—

To the Honourable Company's Solicitor.

Sir :——I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council to transmit to
'you, for the consideration of the advocate general, the annexed copy of a letter from
the register to the Foujdarry Adawlut,.with the extract from the proceedings of' that

00“": which accompanied it, and to desire that you will, as soon as may be con-

-1 2 r. vement,
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venient, communicate, for the information of the Governor in council, the Opinion of
the adVocate general upon the point in question.

'2.-—I tam directed to add, that orders have been given for discharging the parties
who had been committed to take their trial. I am, &c

(signed) David Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 23d March I 813.

To the Register of the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut.

Sir :--I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council, to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 9th instant, and to state, for'the
information of the Sudder Adawlut, that the general point of law brought into
question, has been referred for the opinion of the advocate general.

2.-—-Agreeably to the opinion of the Foujdarry Adawlut, the Governor in council
desires, that the parties who have been committed to take their trial on the charge

of having imported five slaves at Tellichery, may be liberated.

I have, &c.
(signed) David Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 23d March 1813.

Extract, Fort St. George J udicial Consultations, 13th April 1 813.

Read the following letter from the chief secretary to government at Bengal:

To William Thackeray, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government at Fort St.
George.

Sir :—It having been deemed advisable to take the opinion of the advocate
general, on the question to which your letter of the_22d January last refers 3 .I am
directed to request, that yOu will lay before ' the Honourable the Governor in
council, the inclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Shettell on that subject.
2.—The advocate general having stated it as his opinion, that it is quite imprac.

ticable as the law at present stands, for any British subject to support a claim to
the person or services of. any one residing within the limits of the British territories,
as a slave ; and the opinion corresponding entirely with the sentiments entertained
by the Right honourable the Governor General in council on the subject, his Lord—
ship in council thinks that every case of that nature which may be brought before
the Governor in council of Fort St. George, should be regarded as an illegal and
unauthorized assumption of power, and that legal measures should be resorted to,
should circumstances appear to require it, against any British subject so acting in

violation 0f the law. I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) G. Dowdeswell, Chief Sec’ to Gov"

Fort William, the 6th March 1 813.

Ordered, in consequence, That letters of the following’tenor be dispatched to the
register of the court of Sudder Adawlut, and to the Company’s solicitor :—

To the Register of the Court of F'oujdarry Adawlut.

Sir :—With reference 'to Mr. Secretary Hill’s letter, under date the 9th ultimo,
directing thata regulation be framed for the prevention of the slave trade. Iam
directed by the Honourable the Governor in council; to transmit to you for the
further information of the court, the inclosed‘ copies of a letter, dated the 22d
January last, to the chief secretary at Fort William, with the inclosed extract from
Anstruther’s report, and of Mr. Dowdeswell’s reply, under date 6th ultimo.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(signed) [Villiam Thackeray, Chief Sec’ to GOV"

Fort St. George, I 3th April 1 813.

To the Soiicitor for the Honourable Company.
Sir :—-With reference to the papers regarding the traffic in slaves carried on On

the coast of Malabar, recently submitted to the 'late advocate general, and to the
report of Mr. Anstruther on that subject, 1 am directed to transmit to youl .th:

Inc 039
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inclosed copy ofa letter, dated the .6th ultimo, from the chief secretary to govern- Fort st. Georg;
ment at Fort William, and to desxre, that you will ascertain, whether it is the Papem
opinion of Sir Samuel Toller, that, under the Opinion and instructions conveyed in State 0‘ 31“"!
that letter, it is necessary to adopt legal measures with regard to the persons whose "31.333332?
services are claimed by Mr. Brown. I am”, 8w. W

(signed) William Thackeray, Chief Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 13th April 1813.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 30th April 1 813.

Extract Letter from the Honourable Company’s Solicitor, dated 15th April 1813‘.

I have also submitted to theadvocate general, Mr. Secretary Hill’s letter to me,
of the 23d March last, with the copies of papers annexed from the register to the
'Foujdarry Adawlut; and I have to'inform you, that the advocate general is of
opinion that the zillah court has no jurisdiction to try the offences in question, and
that by virtue of the statute 51 Geo. 3. c. 23. s. 6. it is properly referrible to the
admiralty jurisdiction of the supreme court of Madras.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 15th June 1813.

Read, the following letter from Mr. M. Brown to W. Thackeray, Esq. chief
secretary to government, Fort St. George.

Sirzf—On the lst of December last, I had the honour to address the Honourable
the Governor in council,’ briefly stating the injuries and heavy losses sustained from
the unwarrantable conduct of Mr. Thomas Baber, in his capacity of judge and
magistrate of this zillah (the particulars of which were fully. detailed in the documents
that accompanied my address), and praying that an inquiry might be instituted on
the spot, for the purpose of ascertaining the truth and justice of my complaints.

Six months have now elapsed without my having been honoured with any ac-
knowledgment of or reply to that lettef, during which I have continued to suffer
the serious loss therein complained of ; the respect that I owe to government has
necessarily prevented me-from pursuing any other course for the purpose of ob-
taining redress and remuneration for the injuries and losses that I have sustained,
and for the more important end of exposing the unlawful acts of the magistrate
above mentioned, in consequence of which, and the inhuman treatment they re-
ceived, two human beings lost their lives.

I therefore most humbly solicit to be informed, whether I may or not expect that
my prayer for inquiry will be granted.

I have, &c.
(signed) M. Brown, Owner of the Rhandaterra Plantation.

Anjarakandy, 1 st June 1 81 3.

The following draft of a reply was read, and approved :—

To Mr. Murdock Brown, North Malabar.
Sir :—I- am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the. lst inst.

and to inform you, that his Excellency the Governor in council has no objectlou to
your pursuing any course which you may judge proper, with the view of obtaining
the redress to which you conceive yourself to be entitled.

I am, &c.
(signed) D. Hill, Secretary to. Government.

Fort St. George, 15th June 1 8 I 3.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 9th July 1813.

Read, the following letter from the magistrate in the zillah of North Malabar,
to the secretary to government, Fort St. George.

Sir :-—I have the honour to submit, for the consideration of his Excellency the
Governor in council, copy of two depositions given by a boy named Kapire, and

“hissmother, a poor blind woman,‘ of the Muckquaor caste of. fishermen: in .001158-

secluence of an attempt made by an Arab, calling himself Meerza’“, who had come £32: named Abdul
125. . to -
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to Malabar with some horses for sale, to carry off the former for the purpose of
holding or selling him as a slave, in which he would have succeeded, had I not, by
the merest chance, met them about thirty miles from Tellicherry, a few days ago,
when I was employed in examining the bridges lately constructed under my directions
on the new eastern road.
The account the boy gives of himself is, that he was enticed away from a Banian

shopkeeper, where he had been placed by his friendstby this Arab, who, after
keeping him five days, prevailed upon him by promises of giving him plenty of
food and clothes, to accompany him to Mysore, and that accordingly he accom-
panied him to the gaut, when he was met by me, and brought away. The mother
declares she missed her son for several days, and knew nothing of what had become
him until restored to her.

I did not‘preventthe Arab from prosecuting his jonrney, as he made no kind of
hesitation in giving the boy up, and seemed thankful he had escaped so well ;< and in
the Very imperfect state (it would seem by the decisions of the: provincial court of
circuit, as reported in my letters, dated the 29th February 1812, and 9th January
1813, and the late orders of the SudderFouzdarry court, in the case of" the four
prisoners I committed for trial, as principals and accessories in the purchase,
transport, and introduction, in August last, into Tellicherry,'of five children, natives
of Abyssinia, as slaves) the law'stand‘s at present 'on this interesting question, it
would not appear to be required of me to proceed against theseoflenders.
Two other instances of this abominable traflic have recently occurred, which it

may not be irrelevant in this place to notice. 'One was Of a young girl about
:fourteen years‘old, ‘of the 'Telinga‘caste, who was brought» to this town in May last,
by an Arab named Hadjee Peer Mahomed, on his way to Mecca. The girl Would
not go on board the ship, and the Arab was as positive in insisting she should;
when fortunately the police oflicers got intimation of what was going on, and brOught
both of them before me, The girl stated, she was originally of Hindoo parents,
and had been sold by them to the Madras Nawaub, who had given her to the Arab
Hadjee Peer Mahomed, in return for some “ Kerbulla Mutty” he had brought from
Arabia; she said she did hot wish to‘ go with him, as She knew she would be sold.
The Arabs gave the same account of her,‘ and as he could have ‘no right over her
person, I permitted her to go wherever she liked best, and cautioned the Arab
.against molesting :her. The girl has taken her own free will since, taken up her
abode at the house of the provincial court Moofty.
,The other was a boy who had come from Arabia, and most probably a native of

Africa, brought by an Arab named Sayed Mahomed Cadiri to this coast, and carried
to‘Coomg. The circumstance 'I did not 'know of until after the arrival of the Arab
here last month with an elephant for sale, which I was informed the Rajah had
given him in return for the slaveboy.‘ The Arab himself admits he left the boy
with the Rajah’s moonshee; knowing however how anxious the Rajah is to obtain
these slaves, I have little doubt this boy is added to the unfortunate list of persons
held in slavery at Madikary. In my letter dated the 3d September 1813, the
government would have observed, that part of the Abyssinian boys imported here,
were for the rajah of Coorug; and I_ have heard, that the rajah has sent his agents
to make more purchases at. ‘G 0a, between which port and Mozambique, the traffic
has being carried on to a considerable extent, as is evident from one of the slave ships
calling and taking in water at Calicut so late 'as the 2d of November last, as rev
porte in my letter of the 10th of the same month.

Numerous complaints have also been preferred to me bynatives stealing forcibly.
carrying away, or inveigling slaves under a pretended right .to them, and which
must continue more or less as long as slavery is tolerated here ; there is no subject
more worthy of the humane consideration of his Excellency the Governor in council,
than the system of slavery; and although it appears doubtful, whether the laws made
to abolish the slave trade extend in their operation to slaves which have been born
slaves within any British island, colony. or settlement, it cannot, I should think,
be a question, that they are equally entitled with free-born persons to the fullest pro-
tection of government, not only against kidnappers, but all manner of ill usages
from masters.
Itwas with this view of the subject, that I took the liberty to introduce in my

proposed draft of a police regulation, a few rules upon the general'question of
slavery in these provinces; and the expediency of some such legislative provision
will be still more manifest to his Excellency the Governor in council, when I inform
11"“, that nothing can be more abject and wretched than the condition of that

degraded
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degraded race of mortals, the slaves of Malabar, whose, (to use the .words of Mr.
Francis Buchanan in his tourthrough Malabar, 8m.) “ huts are little better than

mere baskets, and, whose diminutive stature and squalid appearance, evidently show
a want of adequatenourishment.”

I take this opportunity of informing his Excellency the Governor in council', that
Ihave not heard of a single native of the Travancore and Cochin provinces, free-
born or bondsmen, having been brought into the zillah since January 1812, and that
I attribute the discontinuance of this inhuman practice to the well-timed examples
and general arrangements made under the direction of the British ijesident at those
c0urts. I have the honour to be, 81.0.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.
Zillah, North Malabar, 26th June 1 813.

Information. given by Kapire, son of Muckwaty Chakky, and nephew
Karumben, of the Muckqwa caste, aged nine years.

While I was living with my friends, my carunan, an uncle, placed me with a
Telliche'rry Banian, when one day an ’Arab came there and told 'me, if I would go
with him,‘ he would give me plenty of fOOd, clothesrand rice; '1 went'and remained
with him five days without any body’s knowledge, during which, he told me me if
Iwould accompany him ,to Mysore, he would give me clothes ; I said I must first
ask leave of my family, on Which he said, you need not do that ;- he then gave me
more food and. curry, and- took me out of Tellicherry over a large river, and thence
to Cotiam; and on the second day, carried me again with him until we met the
sahib, who seeing me, ordered the Muckywars to carry me to Tellicherry.

(Translated) (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

The Deposition of Chakky Mukquaty.

My son Capire was placed with a_Baniau now two years, who took careofhim and
gave him his food, when,fon the fire breaking out in the Mu‘ckqwa village, I missed
my son, and was going about inquiring after him, when the Muckqwa, who had
been with the sahib (magistrate) to the Gauts, returned and brought my son, telling
me, they had met him on the road in company with an Arab, and had brought him
back by order of the‘sahib.

(Translated) (signed) T. II. Babcr, Magistrate.

To the Magistrate in the Ziliah, North Malabar.

The judge holding the‘ quarter sessions, observing in the calendar, submitted to
him. of persons committed for trial at the said sessions, under number IX, four
persons charged with being principals andaccessories in the purchase, transport and
introduction into Tellicherry, of certain natives of Abyssinia'as slaves, requires to
be informed, under what authority or existing regulation, the magistrate hath com—
mitted the said persons to be tried by a local court ofjudicature.
Given under my hand and seal. this 6th day of February, A. D. 1813.

(signed) . H. Clephanc, Third Judge.

Under the statutes, 51 Geo. 3. c. 23. for rendering more effectual the former Acts
for the abolition of the slave trade, by which any traffic in slayes within the territories
of the East India Company, subsequent to the lst Janua'ry 1812, is declared to be
felony. The Act applies in all its consequences and penalties to all persons residing
or being within the" King’s or Company’s territories, including therefore the native
subjects of the government of Fort St. George.

Given under my hand and seal, this 6th day of February A. D. 1813.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.

You are hereby directed to cause the persons held'to'bail in cause number IX, on
the calendar, first quarterly sessions, A- n..1813,' to appear before thetcourt of
quarterly sessions now holding on Tuesday the 6th inst.

GiVen under my hand and seal, the 5th day of April A. D. 1813.

(signed) H. Clep/zane, Third Judge, C‘ of C‘ W. D.

125.
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To the Magistrate in the Zillah, North Malabar.

The persons committed by you for trial, before the court of quarterly sessions,
under number IX, of the calendar, first quarterly sessions, A. D. 1813, having been
this day, in pursuance of an order from the Fouzdarry Adawlut, discharged from
the bar, you willvbe pleased to cause the security bonds given for their appearance
to stand trial, to be cancelled.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 6th day of April, A. D. 1813.
(signed) H. Clephane, Third Judge, C‘ of C‘ W. D.

The bail bonds entered into for the appearance of the prisoners, in case N° IX,
referred to in the annexed precept, have been cancelled.

Given under my hand, and the seal of the court, this 6th day of April, A. D. 1813.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.
 

First Quarterly Sessions 181 3.-—Ex'r1uc'r from the Calendar of the PRISON nus committed, or held to bail, by the
Magistrate of the Zilleh, North Malabar, to take trial before the Court of Circuit for the Westem Division.

 

 

  

AMof the Name: Aim?“ 0“ the Names of the Nan!" 0f Ihe
N. NAMES Chaitfii Date D." of ofthe i’msecutor’u Examxztlsz,‘:3mids, Prisoners. 0311:3153.“

o! the Parties. they mm pnfcn'ed. Apprehenswn. Witnesses. Commitment ‘0' Tri.1. held to Bail. Pmsétztion.

The Government by lst Prisoner, in Chanakaren let Prisonerack-
Vakeel Sheshaguree Row having received Cunhy Packey nowledged he re-

ocrm on board his ves- Ero Menon ceived on board
1x. Nacodah Shed Senagoo, eel, Grab Kadry, Datashain his Grab Kadry,

Shake Davood Malamy, some time in the . at Mocha, these
Ussen Amau Oolah. monthofJulylast, five African Slayes, and lauded

as Slaves, five na- them at Telllcherry; also,
tives of Abyssinia, in Africa, that he received freight for
bought by the 2d, 3d, and 4th pri- them. .
soners at Mocha. in Arabia, and 2d Pnsoner acknowledges
receiving freight for them, and im- I Sept. 1819 he purchaeed two of these
porting them at Tellicherry, on or Slaves while at Mocha for
about 30th August 1812. 84 dollars, and brought them

2d Prisoner, in having purchased in the Grab Kadry.
two of the above African blaves at 3d Prisoner acknowledges On bail.

 
Mocha, and landed them at Telli-
cherry, from the let Prisoner’s
vessel, on or about 30th August
1812.
3d Prisoner, in having purchased

one of the aboveAfrican Slaves,
and brought her with him to Telli-

. cherry in let Prisoner’s vessel, and '
landing them there on or about
30th August )812.

4th Prisoner. in having pure
chased two of the above African
Slaves, and brought them with him
to Teilicherry in lat Prisoner's
venue], and landing them there on
or about 30th August 1812.

he purchased one of these
Slaves for 51 dollars, and
brought her in the 1st priso-
ner's vessel.

4th Prisoner acknowledges
he purchased two of these
Slaves for l 10 doilam at Mo-
cha, and br‘ought them with
him in let Prisoner's vessel.

Committed the Prisoners
for trial on their own confee- ,
sions.    
 

T. H. Babcr, Magistrate.(A true copy.) (signed)

 

The following draft of a. reply, is read and approved :—

To the Magistrate in the Zillah of North Malabar.
Sir :—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo,

and to desire that, should any offences against the Slave Trade FeIOny Act, be here-
after committed within the limits of your jurisdiction, and should you be able to pro-
cure evidence sufliciént'to lead to the conviCtion of the ofl‘enders, you will; in the
capacity of 'one of his Majesty’s justiCes of the peace, take the proper steps'for
bringing them to trial before the supreme court ofjudicature at Madras.

' I am, 8m. &c.
(signed) D. Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 9th July 1813.
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Extract, Fon St. George Judicial Consultations, the 13th July 1 813.

Read the following letter from Mr. Browne, in North Malabar :—

To D. Hill, Esq. Secretary to Government.
Sirz—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th

inst. informing me, “ that his Excellency the Governor in council hasno objection
to my pursuing any course which I may deem proper, with the view of. obtaining the
redress to which I conceivemyself to be entitled."
No notice being taken of my repeated prayer, for inquiry into the conduct of the

magistrate of the Zillah of North Malabar, the result of which, .I can have no doubt,
would have produced an .order from the overnment, for the restoration of thepro-
petty forcibly and illegally taken by him mm the plantation, I find myself unavoid-
ably compelled, by my duty to the Honourable Company, as a person in charge of
their property, and thereby bound to preserve it by every lawful means in my .power,
to submit to his Excellency the Governor in council, the following brief statement
of facts :— .

In the year 1 802-3, the Honourable Company’s plantation in Rhandaterrah, wit
all the property and stock then upon it, was made over to me, to be carried on at
my own expense, and as my own property, on a mutual agreement between the
government of Madras and myself, which provided for the reimbursement of the
Company by instalments, for all the property and stock, and with some exceptions
for the whole amount of the charges incurred by the Honourable Company on the
said plantation. Now, Sir, the slaves forced away by the magistrate from the planta-
tion, were part of the property thus made over to me by the gOVernment, and for
which the Honourable Company no doubt expect reimbursement in whole or in part.
Thus situated in the management of a most extensive agricultural undertaking, which
pays annually to the government a very considerable and annually increasing sum,
and in the success of Which, the Honourable Company’s interests are so intimately
concerned, I did expect the protection of the government against all .violence what.
soever, but more especially against that of their own oflicers, who act under its
immediate control.
To obtain this protection, and thereby recover the property of the plantation, no

endeavour on my part has been wanting; I first addressed the provincial court to
which the magistrate is amenable for all official acts. That court did order the
restoration of the property, which order the magistrate did partially comply with, by
sending back a part of the slaves, whom however, he afterwards again forced away,
without assigning the smallest reason for so doing, as he constantly refused to shew
any authority whatever for those repeated acts of violence. '
The provincial court deemed it necessary to delay the further consideration of my

complaint until a reference was made to the Sudder Court at the presidency; the
decision of which was, that the Company’s Court can afford me no redress.-

Thus, undeceived in the conclusions I had drawn from a perusal of the govern-
ment regulations, that all acts of magistrates and zillah judges, were without
exception, subject to the control and judgment of the Provincial and Sudder Court
respectively, and told that I could obtain no relief through that channel, I submitted
the case for the consideration of the Honourable the Governor in council, praying
for inquir and redress; after six months had elapsed, without receiving any answer
to my ad ress, I renewed that prayer, and have received an answer, above quoted
from you, which leaves me no alternative but that of prosecuting Mr. Thomas Baber,
in the supreme court, for acts committed by him in his capacity of magistrate, under
a power received directly to him from the Honourable the Governor in counctl.
This short statement of facts, I have deemed it my bounden duty to submit to his
Excellency the'Governor in council, in order to prove when and where it shall become
necessary to the Honourable the Court of Directors, that no exertion on my part
for the preservation and recovery of property, which still virtually belongs to them,
and also for shewing the necessity I am under at this state of the business, of solemnly
declaring, that I consider the Honourable Company as responsible for their refusmg

to protect me, in the possession of the property made over to me by themselveS,
from the acts of their own servants, over which they have unlimited control.

It is further necessary for me here to state, that the value of the fifty-two
. Pooliars and Betwas, taken from the plantation, is of a nature of such importance
to the undertaking, that one of the chief branches of cultivation, upon which alvery
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large sum of money has been expended, has been and must continue in a great
measure at a stand, from my being deprived of them ; that this consequence would
ensue Mr. Baber well knew; and thence the selection of ' those very persons who
wer‘e, from the knowledge that had been taught them fourteen years before at a.
very heavy expense, of the greatest value to the undertaking.

Being thus reduced to the necessity of prosecuting in the Supreme Court for the
recovery-of property 'virtually belonging to the Honourable Company, l'beg to be
informed, whether his Excellency the Governor in council will be pleased to permit
the Honourable Companyk law officers to prosecute the suit.

As nothing can be more opposite to my intention than to dev1ate ‘in . the
smallest degree, by word or deed, from the profound respect I owe to and entertain
for his Excellency the Governor in council, nothing, I trust, will be found in this
address that can be construed- into such deviation, nor miy thing beyond what my
duty in the‘ unprecedented situation in which I am placed, imperiously ‘calls on 'me
to state ;_ if, however; my judgment in this respect shall bedeemed‘en’onews, I shall
withdrawit, on the first intimation I shall receive from you of its being so con-

sidered, I have, &c.
(signed) M Brown, Owner of Rhandaterra Plantation.

Calicut, 30th June 1 813.

Ordered, in consequence, .that_ letters of the following tenor be dispatched to
Mr. M. Brown, and to the Company's solicitor :—

ToMrt M. Brown, Calicut.

Sir :——I am directed to state to you, that his Excellency the Governor in council
does not considerrit necessary to make any remark upon the other-points discussed
in your letter ofthe 30th ultimo; but, with respect to your request, that you may
be'hllowed the assistance of the Honourable Company’s law officers in the action
which you intend to bring against Mr. Baber, the magistrate at Tellichen‘y, 'I am to
acquaint you, that in the event of your carrying that intention into ‘efi'ect, the
Honourable Company’s law officers will of course be instructed to defend the suit.

I am, &c. .
(signed) David Hill, Secretaryto Government.

Fort St. George, 13th July 1813.

To the Honourable Company’s Solicitor.

~Sir :——,With referencezto theprevious correspondence on the same subject, I am
directed by his Excellency the Governor in council, to transmit to .you the accom-
panying copy of a. letter from Mr. ~M. Brown of - Anjarakandy, with a copy of the
replylwhich’ has been addressed to him, and to desirethat these papers may be
communicated to the advocate general, and to the Honourable Company’s standing
counc1l. I am, &c.

(signed) David Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 13th July 1813.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 3lst August 1813.

Read the following letter from Mr. M. Brown :—_-

To David Hill, Esq. Secretary to Government, Madras.

Sirt—I have the honour .to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the I-3th
ultimo, informing me, in reply to that part of my letter requesting to be informed,
whether I might have the assistance of the Honourable Company’s law officers in
the prosecution which I intended to institute against Mr. Baber, “ that, in the
event of my carrying that intention into effect, the Honourable Company’s law
oflicers will, of course, be instructed to defend the magistrate.”
By this I conceive I am to undetstand, that the act of the magistrate is,- in fact,

the act of the government, which of necessity, in. my case, precludes all idea of pro-
secuting for the Company’s property; nor, indeed, can any such proceeding be

now



OF DIRECTORS and the GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 765

now requisite, since I cannot permit myself to suppose, that the Honourable Com-
any will expect payment from me of property delivered to me by the government,

and which the government have again taken from me.

I have, &c.
(signed) M Brown.

Anjarakandy, 12th August 1813.

Mm U'rE.-—The foregoing letter does not appear to require any notice at present.
When the- claims of government upon Mr. Brown come in course of being dis-'

charged, it 'will be sufficient time to inquire whether any ground for abating' them

arises out of the magistrate’s late proceedings, for detecting and putting -a stop to

the traffic in slaves which has taken place between Travancore and Malabar.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 10th September 18.: 3.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sirz—The letter from the chief secretary, under date the 13th of April last,

transmitting the copy of a letter from the chief secretary to the government at Fort

William, was submitted to the advocate general for his opinion on the question

therein stated; and I now send annexed a copy of the opinion which I have this

day received.
I have the honour to be, &c.

(signed) R. Orme, Solicitor for the Honourable Company.

Fort St. George, 7th September 1813.

I entirely concur in the Opinion of the advocate general of Bengal, that no

British subject can legally support a claim to the person or services of any one

residing within the limits of the British territories as a slave. I also think, that the

ia.w..ought.to be strictly enforced, in case of any violation of it in so important a

particular as that to which this letter refers.

(signed) Samuel Taller, Advocate General.

Extract Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at' Fort St. George, 28th
September I8! 3.

Extract Letter from M. Brown, Esq. to Mr. T. Warden, Collector of Mala-

bar, dated 31’stiAugust l813, in answer to a Letter, calling upon him to

state the nature and amount of Losses which he had'sustained by the de-

struction of the Rhandaterra Plantation.

12.——-I should have here closed this letter, was it not necessary for me now to

state another loss of a very extraordinary nature. Soon after I began this planta-

tion on account of the Company; there being great difficulty in procuring labourers,

I proposed to the government of Bombay to purchase as many Pooliars and Betwas,

and others of those castes who are in a state of bondage, and to-establish them

on the plantation. . This pr0posal was approved of so early as 1798, and in con-

sequence the commissioners issued orders (copies Of which, and of the government

order, y0u will find on the records for that period) to their assistants in the northern

and southern districts of the province, to afford me all legal assistance in procuring

those kinds of people for the plantation. Some hundreds of men and women, with

their families, were accordingly procured by purchase from their owners, during

that and the following year, and settled here, ‘much to their own satisfaction, and

most usefully for the plantation; because, being fixed upon it, they soon became

much better acquainted 'with 'the various labours than people hired by the day.

Ftom that time those people remained contented and undisturbed here until the by-

past year, when the magistrate of Tellicherry sent an armed force, and carried the

whole of them from the plantation. Some of them were, after a long detention,

sent back; but 52 men ‘and women, with their children, of those who had been

longeston the plantation, and who were the most useful, were kept and dispersed by

the magiStrate. For these acts, he asserted having the orders of g0vernment; but

I in'vain called upcm him to produce those orders; so that on what grounds this

. moSt unjustifiable act of violence was committed, I am still ignorant, and therefore

shall make no comment on the subject, but forward herewith copies of all the papers

and correspondence that it gave rise to, from which the board will be enabled fully
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to understand it. I hope it is almost needless for me to state, for the inrormation

of the board, that although those people were purchased, they never were either looked

upon or treated as slaves, but entirely as free labourers. . They .‘l'ere’ In truth, re.

deemed from a date of bondage, and made free, and their condition rendered fully

equal to that of the free labourers on the plantation, wnth thls difference in their

favour, that when sick they had their pay continued to them, and a doctor to

attend them, neither of which advantages the other labourers have. Yon, Who

know in what an abject and degraded state those castes are kept in Malabar, Will

be able fully to appreciate the value of the change to them, of being lodged in solid

Comfortable houses, and being themselves and children well fed and clothed.

The inclosures in this letter are the same as those referred to in Mr. Brown’s letter

to the Governor in council, entered upon the Judicial Consultations of the 23d

December 181 2.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 23d Qctober 1812.

Read the following Letters from the Judge and Magistrate in North Malabar,

and from the Military Secretary to the Commander in Chief :—

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir z—Tlte confederacy against which I have so long had to contend, and which
I have so repeatedly brought to the notice of government, has now arrived at that

height, as to leave me no other alternative than to appeal to the laws of my country;

but as I am naturally anxious, that whatever I do in a business appearingto involve
so many public considerations, should be by and with the concurrence of govern-
ment, I have determined to submit my complaints for their preVious sentiments and’
orders.
2.—The accompanying copy of two letters and two affidavits, I was under the

necessity of making before Mr. Hey Clephane, in his capacity as one of His Majesty’s;
justices of the peace, contains a concise narrarive of a most violent and unprovoked
outrage made upon me on Friday the 9th instant, by Lieutenant Brown, of His
Majesty’s 80th regiment, Mr. Douglas, the paymaster, and Mr. Thomas Gahagan,
the register to the provincial court; language the most gross and offensive,
menacing gestures, every means, in fact, short of personal violence, was resorted
to, to intimidate me to give them a written paper, contradictory of a report in
circulation on the subject of the kidnapped children found in Mr. Murdock Brown’s
possession, or to provoke me to meet and fight all of them; happily, they did not
succeed in either of these criminal objects, and it will be a source of the highest
satisfactiOn to me, that I did command my temper on so trying an occasion.

3.—-Mr. Douglas had the audacity to threaten to post me as a liar and a coward,
and that wherever I went infamy and dishonour should accompany me ; and ‘ very
shortly afterwards, Mr. Gahagan and Lieutenant Brown actually posted up a
paper, with those false and scandalous words, in view of a great part of the zillah
court servants then in attendance on duty on me, leaving a peon, with a pay-oflice
badge, to watch what became of that paper, and this in the public streets of the
town of which I am the magistrate. Another paper was, I am informed, fixed up at
the entrance of Mr. Douglas’s house, for the perusal of the European part of the
society; and there is- no doubt that similar libels are being dispersed half over
India.
4.—On the following day (Saturday), Mr. Gahagan, Mr. Douglas, Lieutenant

Brown, Mr. Murdock Brown, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Pearson, and Lieutenant Budd,
of the 22d regiment, all met at the provincial court house, where Mr. Smee and
Clephane were, the former sitting‘ in trial over the Wynaad rebels; and imme-
diately afterwarde, Mr. Douglas went over to Cannanore, where he has been since
propogating the grossest calumnies. I will not trust myself with offering any com-
ments upon such unprecedented hostility, but merely observe, that in whatever
light these proceedings are viewed, it is impossible that a greater injury or a
greater act of injustice could have been done me.
5.—The Honourable the Governor in council will perceive that, in my letter

dated the 9th, I called upon Mr. Hay Clephane in his capacity as one of His Ma-
jesty’s justices of the peace, to protect my person and character agqinst all manner
of violence and malicious defamation that might be attempted to umv prejudice on
the part of Mr. Douglas and Lieutenant Brown ; but it would“ appear from
Mr. Douglas’s conduct that this appeal had been of no avail. The commangilng

o ccr
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officer of the provinces has placed Lieutenant Brown under an arrest, and forwarded
copies of my letters to his excellency the .com mander-in-chief.

6.-—-As proceeding from the same source, I send copies of some notes I received
from Mr. Gahagan on the 2tst and 22d. of last month; I did not make them the
subject of a public representation, because it is my earnest wis‘h,in all possible cases, to
avoid troublino government with complaints, and because I know such conduct could
only proceed fiom the evil counsels of his associates. Mr. Gahagan has alluded in

‘ these notes to an official transaction; I-send all the documents that passed on that
occasion, by which the government will observe, that here also the conduct of
Mr. Gahagan is liable to the imputation of great disrespect.
7,—Other recent instances of this factious combination maybe quoted; I men'-

tion one more, because it serves to expose the insidious means taken to harass and
distress me.
8.—-On the 23d May last I received a letter from Lieutenant OliVer, the ofliCer

then commandingthe detachment of regulars doing duty over the jails, expressed
in terms so exceedingly olfensive 'as to compel me to make it‘ the subject of a public
complaint; it was not necessary to prosecute it, in consequence of a subsequent
letter expressive of his sorrow and regret at what had passed ; I knew also that this
kind of conduct was not natural to that officer, and I had the strongest reasons to
believe, that what he had done, had been at the instigation. of his Tellicherry
friends. His letter was dispatched from Mr.Stevens’s house, and written on a
sheet of paper out of the 'same quire with the provincial court’s precept dated
25th May, giving cover to these three unfounded complaints, fabricated while I was
risking my life in the service of my employers in Wynaad, and which formed the
subject of my letter to government, under date the 2d of June ; of this fact there is
not a doubt, the water marks, the size, and the edges, which had been cut down,
were precisely the same; and although this is no proof that the letter was written
by the advice of the members of the provincial court, I have no doubt that trans-
action was done with the knowledge of Mr. Stevens 01' Pearson. '

9.-rSince the departure of Mr. Pearsou in June,_ until his return last month,
I have been less harassed than (at any other period; what way or how soon this
deadly enmity will next shew itself is impossible to say; but it shall be my endeaVOur
to maintain, under any and every provocation, such a command over myself as shall
defeat the machinations of all my numerous and powerful adversaries.

10.—Should the Honourable the Governor in council coincide with me inthe
expediency of an appeal to the laws of my country, as noticed in the first part of
this letter, I shall leave it to their wisdom to determine, whether the prosecution
had better be carried on. at the suit of government or on my individual account;
should the latter be resolved upon, I should prefer employing the Company’s stand-
ing council, and could wish that he take immediate steps to bring the subject to a
judicial hearing. I have &c.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

«Zillah, North Malabar, I2th October 1812.

_ I, Thomas H. Baber, judge and magistrate of the Zillah North Malabar, and one
of His Majesty’s justices of the peace for the town of Madraspatnam and its de-
pendencies, do declare and make oath, That Lieutenant Brown, of His Majesty’s
80th regiment, did this morning, at about nine o’clock, enter my house, and demand
in vehement language, private satisfaction for a report said to have originated in
me two months ago, prejudicial to Mr. Murdock Brown’s reputation, on the‘ subject
of the proceedings held by me in my oflicial capacity as the judge and magistrate
0f the Zillah North Malabar, and one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace afore-
said, into the affair of some Travancore natives, born of free parents, who had been
kidnapped and found in a state of slavery in the possession of the aforesaid
Mr. Murdock Brown, and with having in the course of that visit made use of
menacing language towards me; Ido also further declare and makebath, that
almostimmediately after the departure of Lieutenant Brown, Mr. Archlbald Dou-
glas did enter my house, and in vehement language demanded of me to meet and
ght Lieutenant Brown, threatening to post me as a liar and a coward if "I dld not

fight him, and to bring upon me eternal 'dishonour and infamy; Ialso further
. declare and make oath, that about 12 o’clock in the same day, Mr. Gahagan did
come into my house, and tell me he was deputed by his friend Lieutenant Brown,
in consequence of 'my refusal to hold any communication with'Mr. Douglas, to
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demand a written apology for the report in circulation about Mr. Murdock Brown,
and- on my refusing to make any such apology, that he, Mr. Gahagan, did tell me
I must stand to the consequences. I do further declare and make oath, that shortly
after this menace, Lieutenant Brown and Mr. Gahagan, did affix upon the 'wall
opposite to my house a paper containing,the following gross and scandalous libel :

“ Mr. T. Baber, is a liar and a coward.”

(signed) T. C. Brown, Lieut. H. M. 80th Regt.

Tellicherry, October 9th. 1812.

I, Thomas H. Baber, do hereby declare, and make oath, That Mr. Gahagan
did call up0n me a second time, about three o’clock this day, and inform me, that
Lieutenant Brown had put into execution the threat he had held out; I also declare
and make oath, that he, Mr. Gahagan, did further take a paper out of his pocket,
the purport of, which was, that be, Mr. Gahagan, had informed Mr. Douglas, that

I had said, my reason for not holding any communication with him was, that he
was not a gentleman, or words to that effect, and that Mr. Douglas had seat him
to demand satisfaction for such expression. That on Mr. Gahagan being informed,
on my word and honour, that ‘I had not made use of such expression, but. that I‘had
said, I had most forcible reasons for declining to hold any communication with
Mr. Douglas, he, Mr. Gahagan, did thereupon say, that I had made use'of the
words, not a gentleman, or words to that effect, and that I should hear further from
him on that subject. I do further declare and swear,'that on or about four, o’clock
in the same afternoon, a gentleman, by name Mr. Harrison (I was informed), called
upon me, and presented a note from Mr. Gahagan, to the purport, that he had seen
a document which rendered it im possible that he should have further communication
of‘ any kind with me, as a gentleman; and that he should in Consequence circulate
copies of his conference with me, fer the perusal and discussion of society at large.

T. H. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Enter Mr. Gahagan’s note, presented by Mr. Harrison.

Mr. Baber z—On quitting your house this afternoon, I determined to .come to a
perfect understanding with you; relative to the assertions which yOu made to me
during our first conference of this day, respecting the character of my friend; Mr.
Don las; I have since, however, seen a document, which} renders it impossible
that- should have further communication of any kind with you, as a gentleman,
and which has convinced me, that the most efi'ectual and proper conduct for 'me
now to pursue is, to circulate copies of that conference, with the pledge of my
honour for the veracity of what those copies state, for the penisal and discussion of
society -at_ large.

Half-past four, 9th October. (signed) Thomas Gakagan.

To Colonel Lockhart, the Officer commanding the Provinces.

Sir :_--I~ am extremely concerned to be under- the necessity of prefering a public
complaint against a Lieutenant Brown, of His Majesty’s 80th regiment, at present
residing at this statiom, . The following is .a statement of the casez-About nine
o’clock this morning, Lieutenant Brown entered my house, and demanded,. in
vehement language, private ' satisfaction for a report said to have originatedja me
two months ago; prejudicial to Mr. Murdock Brown’s reputation, on the, subject
of the inquiry held by me in my official capacity, as the judge and magistrate of
this zillah,7and one of His Majesty‘s juéticesof the peace, into theatfair of some
Travancore natives (born of free parents), who had been kidnapped and found. in
a state of slavery, in the possession of Mr. Murdock Brown; not considering my»:
self.-responsible to Lieutenant Brown; or any other individual, for actsdone in the
discharge of- my ‘oflicial duty, I declined entering into any discussion; at thetsamn
timea _in consideration of Lieut. Brown’s near Connection with the subjeCt of that
inquiry, .1 gave him an' assurance, that I never had originated the report he said
was 1:1 circulation, viz. That his father had expressly employed persons in, Tramm-
core, to kfdnapfree born children. . Not satisfied with this, Lieut. Brown made. use
of menacmg language, telling me, I should hear further from him; almost imme-.
dmtely after his departure, M1'. Douglas, in a manner equally violent, entered my

house,
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house, and demanded me to meet and fight Lieut. Brown, and on' being informed,
that I'would not hold myself responsible to Lieut. Brown for any act or acts done
in the discharge of my official duties, Mr. Douglas threatened to post me as a liar
and coward, and to bring eternal dishonour and infamy upon me. Lieut, Brown
having been guilty of a high military crime, as well as a high breach of the public
peace, I am under the necessity of requesting you will forward up to the com-
mander in chief this letter, and also take what steps appear to you proper to protect
me in the discharge of my public duty in the interim of that reference.

I have, -&c. '
(signed) T. H. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Tellicherry, October 1812.

To Colonel Lockhart, The Officer commanding the Provinces.

Sir._:-In continuation of the subject of my letter, I have now to inform you, that
about 12 o’clock I received a visit from Mr. Gahagan, telling me, he was deputed
by his friend Lieutenant Brown, to demand a written apology for the report in cir-
culation about Mr. Murdock Brown; this of course I declined to give him, but
repeated _to Mr. Gahagan what I had said to Lieutenant Brown,- and under the
supposition that he was totally ignorant of‘what had transpired about those kid-
napped children, I explained to him, that it had come to light in a judicial investi-
gation held here and in Travancorc, that Several free-born children had been found
in the possession Of Mr. M. Brown in a state'of 'bbndage; that these personshad
been sent from ‘Travancore by Mr. Brown’s agents, and therefore that it was not at
all surprizing that it'should be a subject of public notoriety. Mr. Gahagan still
however insisted upon a written apology; but finding me resolute, he went away.
saying " I must stand to the consequences; and shortly afterwards Lieutenant
Brown, attended by MrsGahagan, came and aflixedupon the wall-opp‘ositemy
house a paper, containing the following most gross and unfounded libel :——

“ Mr. Thomas Baber is a liar and a coward.”

(signed) F. Brown, Lieut. H. M. 80th Reg"

I have now to request, that. this letter be forwarded also, for the information of
his Excellency the Commander-in-chief. And atn, 8m.

(signed) T. H. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 9th October I812.

To the-Judge and Magistrate, North Malabar.

Sir:—I have received the honour of your letter of this date, and agreeably to
your request, I shall forward it for the consideration of his. Excellency the Com-
mander-in-chief, and in the mean time, I shall order Lieutenant Brown, of His
Majesty’s 80th regiment, to be placed in arrest.

I have, &c.
Cananore, 9th October I812. (signed) William Lackkart, c". c.

To Hay Clephane, Esq. one of His Majesty’s Justices of the peace.

Sir :-Lieutenant Brown of His Majesty’s 80th regiment, having this day_entered
my house and demanded in vehement language private satisfaction for a report said
to have originated in me two months ago, prejudicial to Mr. Murdock Brown’s
reputation on the subject of the proceedings held by me in my official capacity as the
judge and' magistrate of the Zillah, North Malabar, and one of’His Majesty’s
justices of the peace, into the affair of some Travancore natives born of free parents,
Who had been kidnapped and found in a state'of slavery in the possession of the
aforesaid Murdock-Brown; and having in- the courSe 'of that‘visit made use of
menacing language, and : Mr. Douglas having almost immediately after the de-
parture of Lieutenant Brown also entered my house, and demanded of ~me in
vehement language to meet and fight Lieutenant Brown, threatening in concertwith
Lieutenant Brown to post me as a liar. and coward, and to bring upon me eternal

. diShouour aud infamy, if I did not fight the said Lieutenant Brown. I am under
the neeessity of calling upon you to exert the pOWers vested 'in you by law, as one
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of His Majesty’s justices of the peace,‘ to protect my person and character against
all manner of violence and malicious defamation that may be attempted to my pre-

judice, on the part of the aforesaid Lieutenant Brown and Mr. Douglas.

I have, &c. ‘
Tellicherry, 9th October, half past 1 I. (signed) T. H. Baber.

To Hay Clephane, Esq. one of His Majesty’s Justices of the peace.

Sir:—Having since Ileft you received another visit from Mr. Gahagan, for the

same criminal purpose as his former one, I herewith send a written declaration of
what passed on that occasion, which I am ready to make oath to when most co'n-

venient to yourself. I am, &c.
October 9. (signed) T. H. Baber.

Sir :—I am just going into town ; it will be necessary that you attend and swear
to the circumstances contained in the paper you have sent me, when I shall bind
over the persons mentioned to keep the peace.

(signed) H. Clephane. I

You will be pleased to come to the provincial court house.

To Thomas Hervey Baber, Esq.

Sir :—In consequence of your letter, dated yesterday at 4 p.m., I have to acquaint
you, that I shall be at the provincial court house at 10 o’clock this day.

I am, &c.

Darmapatam, 10th October 181 2. (signed) H. Cleplzane, J. P.

. Sir :-—I have been excessively surprized to hear a report, that after a late official

transaction between yourself and me, you had waited for me near the Cutcherry,
and that we had a conference not altogether of an amicable nature. It is needless of

me to observe, that I have, contradicted this ,idle rumour, and feel myself under the
necessity of demanding of you a promise to do the same on your behalf, if the
report should at any time reach your ears.

Yours, obediently,

Kottypully. (signed) Thomas Galeagan.

Sir :——In answer to your note I have to inform you, that it is the first intimation
I have received of the calumny in question, and that I neither can not will hold
myself responsible to you or any other man for events, in which as I have no con-
cern,. it is impossible for me to control. I am &c, .

September 22d, 1812. (signed) T. H. Baber.

To Mr. Baber.

Sir :—I do not hold you responsible for the calumny in question, but merely re-
quired of you to assist me in preventing its extension; and if, you will re-peruse my
note of this date, you will find, that it is merely what the nature of the report to
which it alludes would seem to require. I should never expect you nor any other
man to account for reports not of his own propagation, and this is apparent from
the tenor of my first note ;_ your disavowal of the calumny is satisfactory, and I: can
require nothing more than an assurance that you will contradict it, if mentioned

before you. Yours, obediently,
Tuesday. (signed) 7710mm: Gahagan.

No answer.
' Mr. Baber.

Sir :—‘—I have waited until the present hour with the expectation that you would
reply to my second note of yesterday; that note expressly intimated this expectation ;
but as you have chosen to disregard it, I write this to inform you, that I shall
assume to myself the privilege of contradicting the report in your name as well as
my own. Yours, obediently,

Wednesday. (signed) 7710mm! Gahagan.

No answer.
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To the Collector of Malabar.

Sir:——The in'closed two receipts were presented in the usual manner for pay-
ment at the revenue treasury, -but brought back with a message, that I must
address Mr. Gahagan ; not having received any intimation from you of any altera-
tion in the mode of, defraying the current expenses of this Zillah, I am totally in
the dark as to What these newforms are; Irequest therefore, you will issue an
order to the revenue officer in charge of the treasury at this place, to discharge these
two receipts, and if any new. arrangements have been made, that, you will advise
me what they are. . I have, &c.

(signed) T. II. Babcr, Magistrate.
Zillah, North Malabar, 15th Sept. 1 812. ‘

To the Judge and Magistrate of the Zillah North Malabar, Tellicherry.

.Sir :--In answer‘ to yOur letter of yesterday’s date, I have to acquaint you, that
Mr. Gahagan is incharge of the revenue treasury at Tellicherry, and is at liberty
to make "any arrangement he may judge to be expedient connected with its dis-
bursements. I return the two receipts inclosed -in your letter, with an Order to
pay the amount of one of them; the other being an extra charge, it is necessary
that I should be furnished with the sanction of government before I can pay it.

I have, &c.
(signed) Tllamas IVara’en, Collector.

Calicut, 16th September 1 81 2.

To the Collector of Malabar.

Sirz—I am sorry to be under the necessity of again requesting ‘you will issue
an order for the payment of the pension granted by the government to the'yOung’
Rajah Cadroor, Mr. Gahagan, the assistant, on whom you sent an order for that
amount, having returned it, with the words ‘~‘ not oflicial'” written‘underneath my
endorsement. As these kind of references are exceedingly unpleasant, I am'to
requeSt, you will either direct that the court disbursements be' paid in the 'usual
manner, or point: out the mode to be'observed, or direct your assistant to do so,
when, if possible, I will conform thereto. On the subject of contingent-charges
I have only to observe, that ever since the court has been established, they have
Men paid .on areceipt signed by the judge and magistrate; and as” they Will not, as
was the case in the charge incurred on the leprous patients sent to Madras, on every
occasion admit, of a previous reference to the government, I have to request you
will forward copy of this letter, for the orders of the Honourable the Governor in
council, unless you think proper to allow of matters going on as they have

hitherto. I have, 8w.
(signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah North Malabar, 17th September 1812.

To the Judge and Magistrate of the Zillah North Malabar, Tellicherry.

Sir:——In'consequence of your letter, dated the 17th'instant, I have directed the
head. assistant collector, Mr. Gahagan, to consider the presentment of any draft
Which may be‘drawn by me on his treasury, as sufl‘iciently oflicial to authorize its
payment , You will, therefore, meet with no further obstacle in obtaining payment
of the draft which I inclosed to you, under date the 16th instant. _
The contingent charge,‘ for which you- inclosed me a receipt in your letter of the

15th instant, is not of a nature which I consider myself authorized to discharge;
for I understand the Honourable the Governor in council has ordered the expense
which might‘be-neeessary. to be incurred in conveying leprous patients to Madras,
to be provided by another department.- The audit regulations are sufficiently clear
to justify my declining to makethe disbursement in question. It is, therefore, not
a duty incumbent on me to forward a copy of your letter, dated ~17th instant, for
the order of the Honourable the Governor in council, as therein requested.

With the exception of the regular pay and establishment of the court at Telli-
cherry, not a single disbursement will in future be made from the revenue treasury
at Tellicherry on the requisition of either of those courts, without a special draft
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under my signature. Whatever sums, therefore, you may have to draw for on my
treasury, inclusive of the regular pay and establishment of the court, (which will
be paid on the presentment of the pay abstract, and not before,) it will be neces-
sary that an explanation should be made to me, particularly specifying the nature of
the disbursement for which the advance might be required, which will enable me to

conform .to those regulations, a deviation from which has subjected me hitherto to

considerable unnecessary trouble and inconvenience.

I have, &c.

(signed) Thomas Warden, Collector.
Calicut, 215t September 1812.

To the Collector.

Sir :—Finding it utterly impossible to present the monthly indent of the salaries
of the establishment and contingent disbursements of this zillah before at the earliest
period- the middle of the month ensuing, that for‘which they are due, in consequence
of ' the time required to get the native abstracts from the most distant police
stations, and to make up the accounts of thesubsistence to the prisoners, (which is
chiefly. in rice), and other disbursements incident in this zillah, I ,was under the

necessity'of sending three receipts, drawn out agreeably to the forms which have

obtained ever since the‘ establishment of this zillah court to the revenue treasury

here for payment. One of these receipts was for the sum of 2,000 pagodas, which
is 115 pagodas less than the amount of the pay and establishment of the zillah for
September; the second, a receipt for the sum of 300 pagodas, on account of sub-
sistence to nearly 400 prisoners, and about 200 witnesses in attendance on the
special commission, besides other unavoidable contingencies; and the third, for
800 rupees, on account of the pension to the Travancore Ellea Rajah, all of which
the shxoff reports he carried to the revenue office; that the latter one was paid on the

same day, and that yesterday the cash had been counted out _to him, when
Mr,, Gahagan, ,-.attended by another ! gentleman, name unknown, told him the

receipts werehirregular, and could not- be paid. _I have, therefore, torequest that
you will be good enough to order the amount of the accompanying two receipts to
be immediately paid to the zillah’court shrofi'; and further, ‘that you will make

application to the government for theirvauthority, for the reasons stated in the first
part of - this letter, to continue making advances in the manner hitherto observed.

I have also to request, that you will issue orders for the payment of the balance
of. the court indents for July and August; viz._ for, July, 22,15,63, for August,

309,37,71,_ to enable me to discharge the bills due to Allambata, Coony, Amod,

and Tacharakal Packara, Tellicherry merchants, for rice supplied by them for the
consumption of the prisoners. I ha &ve, c.

. (signed) T. H. Baber, Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 9th Oct. 1812.

To William Thackeray, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, &c. &c.

Sir :——-I have been directed by the commander-in-chief to request, . that the
accompanying copies of a correspondence, which has been transmitted to his Ex-
cellency by Major-general Wetherall, regarding a complaint on the part of the
judge and magistrate of North Malabar, against. Lieutenant Brown, of His Ma-
jesty’s 80th regiment, may be laid before the Honourable the GovernOr in council.

As the perusal of these documents will best explain their subject, I have been
instructed, with reference thereto, to express the commander-in4chief’s opinion, that
'as the alleged insult has been offered to Mr. Baber in his magisterial capacity, the

lieutenant ought to be considered amenable to the civil power for the offence. His
Excellency would therefore recommend a reference to the advocate general on the
occasion»; pending which, Lieutenant Brown will be held at the immediate disposal
of government. I have, &c.

(signed) Hugh Scott, Military Secretary.

Fort St. George, 20th Oct. 1812.
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To Colonel Lockhart, the Officer commanding the Provinces.

Sir :——-I am extremely concerned to be under the necessity of preferring a public
complaint against a‘ Lieutenant Brown, of His Majesty’s 80th regiment, at‘present
residing at this station. The following is a statement of the case:_—About nine,
o’clock this morning Lieutenant Brown entered my house, and demanded, in vehe-
ment language, private satisfaction for, a report said to have originated in me two
months ago, prejudicial to Mr. Murdock Brown’s reputation, on the subject of, the
inquiry held by me, in my official capacity as the judge and magistrate of this
zillah, and one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, in the affair of some Travan-
core natives, born of‘free parents, Who had been» kidnapped, and found in a state of
slavery in the possession of Mr. M. Brown. Not considering myself responsible
to Lieutenant Brown, or any other individual, for acts done in the discharge of my
official duty, I declined entering into any discussion at the same time, in con-
sideration of Lieutenant Brown’s near connection with the subject of that inquiry,
Igave him an assurance, that.I never-hadtoriginated the report he said was 'in
circulation, viz. that his father had expressly emplOyed persons in Travancore to
kidnap free-born children” , Not: satisfied’with this, Lieutenant Brown made use of
menacing language, telling me I‘should hear further from him; accordingly, almost
immediately after his departure, Mr; Douglas, in a manner equally violent, entered
my house,~ and demanded me to meet and fight Lieu‘tenantBrown; and on being
informed that I would not hold myself responsible to Lieutenant Brown for any act
or acts done in the discharge of my official duties, Mr. Douglas threatened to post
me"as a liar and coward, and to bring eternal dishonour and infamy upon me.
Lieutenant Brown having been guilty of a high military crime, as well as a high
breach of the public peace, I am under the necessity of requesting you will forward
np-to the commander-imchief this letter, and‘ also take what steps appear to you
proper to protect me in the discharge of my public duty in the interim of that
reference. I have, &c.

a (signed) Tho. H. Baber, Justice and Magistrate.
Zillah, North Malabar, 9th Oct. 1812.

To Colonel Lockhart, the Ofiicerlcommanding the Provinces.

.Sir:——In continuation of the subject of my letter, I have now to inform you, that
about'tw‘elve o’clock I received a visit from Mr. Gahagan, telling me he was deputed
by his friend, Lieutenant Brown, to demand a written apology for the repOrt in cir-
culation about Mr. Murdock Brown. This, of course, I declined to do; but repeated
to Mr. Gahagan what I had said to_ Lieutenant Brown; and under the supposition
that he was totally ignorant of what had transpired about those kidnapped children,
I explained to him, that it had come to light in a judicial investigation held here
and in Travancore, that several free-born children had been found in the possession
of Mr. Brown, in a state of bondage; that these persons had been sent from Tra-
vancore by Mr. Brown’s agents, and therefore that it was not at all surprising that
it. should be a subject of public notoriety. Mr. Gahagan still, however, insisted
upon a written apology; but finding me resolute, he went away, saying I must
stand to the‘consequences; and shortly afterwards, Lieutenant Brown, attended by
Mr. Gahagan,.~came and afiixed upon the wall, opposite my house, a paper, ‘con-
taining the following most gross and scandalous 'libel:

“ Mr. Thomas Baber is a liar and a cowar_ .”

(signed) E C. Brawn, Lt. H. M. 80th Reg.
Tellicherry, Oct. 9th, 1812.

Ihave now to request; that this letter be forwarded also for the information of
his Excellency the. Commander-in-chief; and am, &c. &c. &c.

(signed) Tho. H. Baber, Judge and Magistrate.

Zillah, North Malabar, 9th Oct. 1812.

(Copy.) Cannanore, 1 1th Oct. 1 812.

. Sir :—I have the honour to inclose, for transmissiOn by‘ Major-general Wetherall
. to his Excellency the Commander-in-chief, copies of two letters sent to me by the
JUdge and magistrate, - North Malabar ; in consequence of the statement contained
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in which, I have been under the unpleasant necessity of ordering Lieutenant Brown,
of His Majesty’s 80th regiment, to be put in arrest.

I sincerely regret this circumstance, as I understand Lieutenant Brown bears an
excellent character; but Major-general Wetherall must be sensible, that, as the
matter stands, I had no alternative.

I have, &c.
(signed) W. Lockhart, Colonel commanding.

The Major of Brigade, Mysore Division.

P.S. I understand that Lieutenant Brown means to make a statement of the
above circumstances on his part, which shall be forwarded as soon as‘ I receive it.

(signed) W. L.

To the Adjutant General of the» Army.

Sir :-I have the honour to forward you, for submission to his Excellency the
Com’mander-in-chief, copies of two letters, addressed by Mr. Baber, a judge and
magistrate, to Colonel Lockhart, commanding at Malabar and Kanara, together with
the copy of that officer's letter to the brigade major of the division I command.

I have directed that Lieutenant Brown of hisMajesty’s 80th regiment, remain in
arrest till his Excellency’s decision be obtained.

I have, &c.
(signed) T. A. Wétlzerall, Major-General.

Head Quarters, Mysore Division, Bangalore, 15th October 1812.

Ordered in consequence, That a letter of the following tenor, be dispatched to the
advocate general :—

To the Advocate General.

N° 6 . Ori 'nal. From the Judge and Magistrate

N. (Itiglabar, gfilmed 12th October 1812, With four

inclosures.

' ' the
O ' 'nal. From the Military Secretary to ,

Comhlignder-in-Chief, dated 90th October 1812,

with an inclosure.

Sir :—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor
in council, to' refer ‘for your early consideration ahd
report, the inclosed original letter and its inclosures,
from thejudge and magistate at Tellicherry, and original
letter and its inclosures on the ‘same subject, from the
secretary to his Excellency the c‘ommander-in-chief.

I am, &c.
(signed) D. Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 23d October 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 30th October 181 2.

Read again, the following letters :

From the judge andlm‘agistrat'e in North Malabar, dated 12th, and entered in
consultations, 23d of October 1812.

From the military secretary to the commandet—in-chief, dated 20th, and entered
in consultations, 23d of October 1 81 2.

From the Advocate General to the Secretary to Government in the
Judicial Department.

Sir :—I have received your letter'of the 23d inst. communicating to me the letter
of the judge and magistrate of North Malabar, of the 1 2th inst. with its inclosures,
for my‘consideration and report.
The case stated in these papers, while unanswered and unexplained, is of a nature

requiring the most serious public notice. It is in the mere act, apparently avowed
and boasted of challenging to fight a’duel, a high crime, which the King’s courts are
in the habit of proceeding against by information, whenever brought to their notice.
But the oecasion of this outrage, makes it much more. seriofis. It appears t0_have
originated in' the judicial inquiry instituted some time ago by the same magiS-‘
trate, for the purpose of giving liberty to a number of children then in slavery under
.Mr. Murdock Brown, andzwho had been stolen from their parents in Travancore, or
otherwise illegally obtained by the persons from whom Mr. Brown procured them.
That inquiry was submitted to my consideration, and my impression from all that I
then saw was,,_that the magistrate was entitled to great praise for his zeal and ability

in
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in tracing the infamous traffic, and in restoring the children to their parents and to
liberty. In the course of it, it became his bounden duty to state the circumstances
of Mr. Brown’s conduct, which did appear highly suspicious, although the circum-
stances did not amount to direct proof of his having sanctioned the acts of his agents
in kidnapping the children; the statements and reports of the magistrate upon that
occcasion, did not, according to my recollection of them, appear to me to exceed
what the case warranted and called for ; but if the case should turn upon this point,
it would be proper that the reports should be again looked into.

There appears to be, unfortunately, a settled inveterate and avowed enmity between
Mr. Baber and many of the other persons in the same province, one of whom is.
Mr». Murdock Brown, and is in the public report of the former, as judge and magis-
trate, he had stepped out of his way to cast unfounded imputations against his
avowed and open enemy, any consequences which might have ensued, would ulti-
timately have originated in his own aggression ; and although the law would still have
been open to him, to repress and punish violence, it might have been a question,
whether government was called upon to protect him from consequences most neces-
sarily following, fromthe discharge of his duty, but rather from the abuse of it ; if
therefore the measures to be adopted by government, shall depend upon the propriety
or impropriety of the former reports of the judge and magistrate of North Malabar,
as to the kidnapping the childten, it will be necessary to te-consider them more par:
ticularly with this view; but it strikes me very strongly, that if that report had con-
tained any matters so grossly improper as to forfeit the protection of government to
a magistrate, its servant, it would have drawn the attention, and received the
animadversion of the government at the time.

It is also possible, consistently with the report, and the affidavit of Mr. Baber,
now forwarded, that the ground of complaint against him may have been, not his
former report to government in' his public character, but other' observations and
statements made by him, or reported to have been made by him, in conversation or
otherwise, unconnected with his oflicial duty, althOugh upon the 'same subject upon
which he had publicly reported. It is not impossible that exaggerated reports may
have been circulated, upon the alleged authority of Mr. Baber, criminating
Mr. Brown, beyond what the truth would warrant, and beyond what had been pub-_
licly reported by the judge and magistrate; If such reports should be shown to
have been circulated, and should be traced to Mr. Baber, however protected by the
law from violence, he would not be entitled to the protection of government against
the consequences of such reports.
The case may possibly be susceptible of other explanation; and as Mr. Douglas

and Mr. Gahagan are servants of the government, I should humbly advert, that
before directing a prosecution to be commenced against them, with Mr. Brown,
they should be called upon, as officers of the government, to explain their conduct.
At the same time, I think there can be no doubt of the propriety of Mr. Baber’s

prosecuting the parties who have been guilty of so gross an outrage against him,
and of the government informing M’r. Baber of its being so considered by them,
upon his statement of the facts ; but that the government cannot take any part
against its other servants, without first giving them 'an opportunity of explaining
their cOnduct.

It might possibly happen, that the call of government upon these gentlemen to
explain their conduct, might lead them to reflect more Coolly, if they have been
carried by passion to unwarrantable lengths. I am &c

(signed) A. Amtruther.

The Commandet-in-chief is requested to call upon Lieutenant Brown for such
explanation of his conduct as he may have to offer;

Ordered, That the following letter’ be addressed to Messrs. A. Douglas and
Thomas Gahagan :-——

To Mr. A. Douglas.
Sirz—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council to transmit to

you, the inclosed copy of two affidavits made by MraThomas Hervey Baber, judge
and magistrate of the zillah,', North Malabar, and to desire that you will submit
such explanation ”of your conduct, as stated in those affidavits, as you 'may have to
.offer. I am, &c.

(signed) [4". Thackeray, Chief Sec. to Government.

Fort'St. George, 30th October 1812.

125.

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.
W



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

776» SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE 9f COURT

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, lst December 1812.

Read the following Letters from Mr. A. Douglas and Mr. Thomas Gahagan:

To William Thackeray. Esq. Chief Secretary to Government at
Fort St. George.

Sirz—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ult.

ti'ansmitting copies of two affidavits of Mr. T. H. Baber, thejudge and magistrate
of zillah, North Malabar, and calling on me to enter mto an explanation of what is

stated, in those affidavits respecting me. .

Fmm the tenor of these papers. that gentleman, it appears, Wishesa conclusion

to be drawn, that my conduct towards him resulted from his official acts; and it is

in'that point of view only that I imagine the Honourable the Governor in Council

has ,directed me to explain it. I shall therefore proceed to show, that the very

reverse was the case, and that the whole originated in Mr. Baber’s proceedings, not

as a magistrate, but as a private individual. From .this consideration of the subject,

I should never. have presumed to trouble the Honourable the Governor in Council,

by addressing ,him upon it; but I seize with satisfaction. the opportunity now

afforded .me of doing so, and I trust with confidence, that I shall succeed in

removing any unfavourable impressions which the partial and incorrect statements
of Mr. ThomasBaber may have produced. ‘
Some .time'ago, a report was. inngeneral circulation at Cananore, that Mr. Brown

had sent an authorized agent tO'Travancote, for the express purpose of kidnapping
children, and that children were in consequence kidnapped.” This report came to
the knowledge of Lieutenant Brown,- of His Majesty’s 80th,regi_ment (the sonof
Mr.;. Brown), who found, ,_on inquiry, that ,at the period the report originated,
Mr, Baber had gone to Cananore; that. hehad carriedxwith him bundles of official

papers relativetowhat he termed kidnapped slaves and children; that he showed
these papers, and commented on their contents, to those persons who, from their
entire_;i norance of Mr. M, Brown, were liable toube'the ,more easily prejudiced
against im, and who, from their situations and respectability, were most likely to
influence the opinion of society. .

Mr. Babe: sets out with‘making oath,-that Lieutenant Brown waited on him, to
demand private satisfaction ‘for a. report said to have originated in him from his
“ official proceedings as judge and magistrate of North Malabar, and one of His
Majesty’s justices of the peace.” , Permit me here to ask, whether it was in these
capacitiesthatvheacted, when be subtracted voluminous documents from the court
of thejudge and magistrate, and carried them to a military cantonment, twelve
miles; distant from‘the'zillahstation? . For what purpose, and in what capacity, did
heiindustriously spread their, contents round that cantonment, so as to make them
(to use the words of .a respectable oflicer, when speakin to, me on the subject)
a_matter of public notoriety? Was this the act of the jugge and magistrate, and
justiceof the peace ?. Was this done in execution of the orders of govemmentP, or
was, it notrather the private machinations of the individual to blast the character of
an old and respectable gentleman, to whom he had long been aprofessed enemy, in
a society, most of the members of which had then lately arrived on this coast, and;
werevtotally. ignorant of Mr. Brown, even by name?

Lieutenant Brown; as every person in the same situationwouldi'do; waited on»
Mr. Baber,'not to demand satisfaction, but simply a written disavowal of his being
the author of the report in circulation. All 'he asked, all he wanted, was this: the
report was of no ordinary nature"; it struck at the life and character of his father,
and had been. traced sohome to Mr; Baber, thathis private‘verbal denialtof'it.
however explicit, was not suflicient to contradict it to the public. Mr. Baber gave
him a verbal denial, but refused a written one; he persisted in his refusal, notwith-
standing repeatedly urged by Lieutenant Brown, who told him that he could con:
sider such conduct in no other light than an admission, on his part, of being in fact
the author Aof the report. To this Mr. Baber replied, that hewas at liberty to put
whatconstructiOn he pleased upon” it. '

Lieutenant Brown briefly related to me what had passed; he requested me to
wait on Mr. Baber, and agaifi require the written disavowal,’ or to insist upon other
satisfaction, which, from the above expression of Mr. Baber, he seemed” prepared
to give. *

Upouthis, as the. .fgie‘nd of Lieutenant Brown, I immediately went, in the hope
of obtaining from Mr. Baber in writing that which he had before expressedrdjin

we 5;
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words; for it is difficult to conceive that he could have had any objection tdgive it,
asit was the only thing' that could have enabled Lieutenant Brown efi‘ectually-to
silence the defamers of his father. I .rather imagined, that.any'manv(particularly
an enemy), conscious .that he was not the-author of a report that struck 'so deeply
atthe character of another, would have gladly seized the opportunity of publicly
protesting against his name being coupled with such an infamous story.
Mr. Baber, in describing my visit, proceeds to make oath that “ I did enter his

house; ;and demand of him, in vehement language, to meet and fight Lieutenant
Brown.” Such language, at my entrance, I do deny, on my honour; and I leave-
anyman to judge Whethelf. going ‘there- as I did, on the'part of a friend, and with
the hope above stated, the utterance of it was-natural. ; Had Mr. Baber sworn that
I was- subsequently vehement, he would have-been perfectly correct; 'that I donot
wish to deny; and a fair and candid statement of my yisit, somewhat-difi‘erent to
that which he has given, will, I trust, fully prove tovthe Honourable the GOVemO:
in’,counc,il that the provocation‘was: sufficient to justify it.
Mr; Baber; ina state of agitation, stopped me at the door of his apartment; that

agitation increased-on hearing that I came on the part of Lieutenant Brown,- and
precluded all attempt at calm expostulation: without allowing me to conclude what
I had to‘ say, he rudely interrupted me, exclaiming, that he would have no personal.
eommunication with me, with Mr. Brown senior, 0r Lieutenant Brown, for sub-
stantial reasons. I told him, though not without opposition,'that if he'w'ould not
disavow in writing, that he was the author of the report in question, the -'conse--
quences-would be disagreeable, and that Lieutenant Brown must then have other
satisfaction; that his having carried to Cananore public papers,'connected with the
subject; that his having shown and commented on them to different personsat;
that station, was a matter of notoriety. He again, in a violent manner, not only-
refused to hold communication.with me, but to give satisfactiOn of- anykind to
Lieutenant Brown; and finally told me, that if I did not immediately quit his
house, he would order'his peons (of whom a number wereathand) to turn me out;
and instantly called them for that purpose. This I do aflirm, on my honour,~ <Na.v
turally incensed at such language, I told him, in the wards he has cited, the line‘of
,conduct Lieutenant Brown would adopt. V
Mr. Baber I understand has since denied, having, given such 'an order; let me

ask however, is it probable that one. gentleman going to another on the part of a
friend, Would have made use of the harsh terms that I did without adequate pro-
vocation? but after such an insult as that of threatening to turn me Out of ‘his
house, a strong expression Of my feelings was natural, and indeed irresistible.

If Mr. Baber conceived himself injured by the words he had himself provoked,
and which were ‘ entirely of a private nature, why did he not immediately seek
redress, either by calling on me or on the laws of- his country; but it was' only after
the'lapse of several hours, that he appealed to the latter, and swore the peace?
against Lieutenant Brown and myself. '

It" is to be observed, that this measure-was resorted to, not after my visit to ,him',
but immediately after Mr. Gahagan’s,- on the part of Lieutenant Brown; is it 'not'
natural then to refer this step to something that passed on that occasion ?’ My?
communication with Mr. Baber ceased with my visit; I could have nothing further
to say to him unless he himself provoked it; he tells gnu, that he has the most sub-.
stantial reasons for refusing all communication with me, and when eMr. G'ahaga'n
mentions that it was owing to this refusal that'he was deputed by Lieutenant
Brown,. Mr. Baber immediately replied, that he did not look upon me as. a gentle»
man; or-words to that direct effect, but that he looked upon Mr. Gahaganas one,
and would be glad to confer with him ; it was immediately-after the commission of
this insult- that Mr; .Baber swore the peace against me.
Mr; Gahagan on his return communicated to me the expressions Mr; Baber-had

used reflecting on my private character, which I have cited above, and being in"
perfect ignorance of 'the legal measure he had resorted to against me, I requested

Mr. Gahagan, as a matter of Course, to wait on him with amessage from me,
nearly similar to that stated in the affidavit. , The result of that wsit M." Gahagan'
will no doubt relate; it was during his absence that I received Intimatlonthat Mr.
Baber had sworn the peace againstme. _

I declare on my. honour, . and I would if required 011-. oath, that Lieutenant

Brown’s first call at Mr. Baber’s heuse on the morning of the 8th October, when
that gentleman Was not at home, was made without my knowledge, for reasons,
which if necessary, could be explained. .

l 25. This
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This I more particularly notice, as a repert has been widely circulated, and has
perhaps‘reached the Honourable the Governor in Council, that the transactions
cOmplained of- by'Mr. Baber, resulted from a combination and conspiracy formed
against him; I have already shown how Lieutenant Br0wn's difference With him
arose, and that he might at once haVe settled the whole in a satisfactory mannei', if
he had only given that assurance in writing which he had given in words, nothing
further could then have ensued..
My message to Mr. Baber was occasioned by the speech he made _-to Mr.

Gahagan, reflecting on my private character as-a gentleman, which surely did not
originate in any premeditation on my part, and his subsequent denial ofthat speech
necessarily embroiled him with Mi. Gahagan.

It is an established principle,~ that when a man appeals to any tribunal for re-
dress, he should appear himself void of offence. Permit me to examine Mr.
Baber’s conduct by this standard. '

Was it consistent with his duty as‘ a judge to subtract public papersfrom- the
court 'in which he presides, and from which all partiality ought to be‘banished're-
lative to a cause alleged to have Come and to be then pending before him vinhis
ofiicial capacity, to carry these papers into a private and distant society, *and there
make them a‘subject of discuSsion? (a procedure, I believe, un'exampled in a judge)
more particularly, when it is considered‘that those papers were ex ‘parte statements,
for.Mr. M. Brown has never been called upon to answer such a charge asthat
stated in the. report, nor has he ever met it in such a tangible'shape as to‘ admit of
his opposing to it more-than a general denial. What, could have been -Mr. Baber’s
motives for taking these papers to Cananore, and making their contents, as I haVe
stated before, a matter of- notoriety ?- To this question, if joined to his long per-
sonal enmity to Mr. Brown, I apprehend but one answer can be given ;~—that it was
done for the express purpose of secretly injuring the character‘ of the latter gentle-
man, in'a society where he was entirely unknown. By this act Mr. Baber becomes
the primary, the original transgressor, not in his public, but distinctly ‘in his private
capacity, for from this act alone, every thing that has occurred originated.

Such is the explanation of my conduct towards Mr. Baber; to its veracity I pledge
my honour as a gentleman, and submit it without hesitation to the same eminent
and respectable tribunal to which he has appealed.

I have, 8w.
Tellicherry, 16th Nov. 181 2. (signed) A. Douglas.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir':—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of -_your letter, under: date
the 30th ultimo, and to submit thefollowing as the explanation required therein, for
the information of the Honourable the Governor in council. On the 9th October,
I received a note from Mr. Douglas, requestingmy attendance at his house; soon
after' the receipt of this note, I went to“ the «house of Mr. Douglas, where I Ifound
that gentleman and Lieut. Brown, the latter of whom informed me; for the.first
time, that he had heard of a report 'in circulation at Cananore, affecting the cha-
racter of his father, and that he had' ascertained, that Mr. .Baber had taken certain
papers connected with the subject “to which it referred, from --the. zillah Court- at
Tellicherry, to 'the private dwelling houses of gentlemen at Cananore. That in
consequence'of this, he (Lieut. Brown) had called upon Mr. Baber,“and required
of him a written disavowal that he was the author of the report in question, which
had been refused, and that 'he had subsequentlyxdeputed his friend, Mr. Douglas,
to repeat this demand,.-or to require other satisfaction for this outrage against. his
father, but that Mr. Baber had declined all communication with. Mr. Douglas; for
which he had professed himself to have the most substantial reasons; Lieut. Brown
then observed, .that be conceived Mr. Baber would not make the same objections
to 'see the, and requested that I would go, and make another effort to induce Mr.
Baber to disavow in writing the report in question; and‘if he persisted in a refusal,
to state to him what measures Lieut. Brown would. be under the necessity of
adopting. ‘

In consequence of this information, and this request, I proceeded to Mr. Baber,
and stated to him, that I had come oh'the part of Lieut. Brown,‘ to require a written
disavowal of his being the author of a report affecting the [character of Lieutenant

Brown’s father_; and on ’my furtherestating, that 1 had come asuthe friend of
Lieut. Brown, because Mr. Baber had declined all‘com'muuicatiun, with MLFOEglabefi,

h r.‘ a r
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Mr. Babei' demanded, how he' could disavow a report which had resulted from his
official duties; saying further, that he wished to confer upon the subject with: me,
because he looked upon me in the capacity of a gentleman; and proceeding to speak
of Mr. Douglas to this direct effect, either that Mr. Douglas was not a gentleman,
or that he ought not to be received by him as one. Upon which I briefly observed,
that I should consider a repetition of suchobservations to be an insult to myself,
and that I should state them‘to Mr.'Douglas. From this we proceeded to speak
of 'the‘report, with mutual interruptions,~and' in desultory cavil, .in the course of

which Mr. Baber: declared .that he had not fabricated the report, 'but that .he would
not state this inwriting.’ ; After some desultory. conversation, I expies‘sly. demanded
a distinct reply to the question which had .. brought me1to: his house, whether he
would disavow, in writing,‘ thathe was the author of the report; and. I added, if
he did not, it was Lieut. Brown’s intention to treat'him in a way which was to be
avoided. . Mr. Baberxdeclared his disregard of all consequences, refused the written
disavowal, "and expressed his conviction, that Mr. Brown had knowingly received

kidnapped children. Upon this I quitted the room, remarking, as I'=retired, that
I Ishould'st'ate our conversation to Lieut. Brown; in reply to which, Mr.‘ Babe'r
faintly said, "‘ You have full liberty ;” 0r, “ You are at liberty.”
Having left Mr. Baber’s house, I found Lieut. Brown‘near to the gateof it'; he

inquired the result of my visit; I informed him, that the first thing I had to com-
municate Was, that Mr; Baber had said, Mr. Douglas was not a gentleman ;' when

Lieut. Brown, interrupting me, asked me, what was Mr. Baber’s answer to his

demand ?' I replied, that Mr. Baber had refused compliance with ' his wishes.

Upon which Lieut. Brown immediately posted him on a door closely oppdsite. his
own window. After this,’ Lieut. Brown and myself returned together to Mr.
Douglas’s house, when I related all that had passed,.and commenced by informing

Mr. Douglas, that Mr; Baber had declared him not to be a gentleman, or that he

had'uSed words to this direct effect. Mr. Douglas having heard this; requested me

to call on Mr. Babel; and to require, in his own-name, a retraction of or apology for

this serious insult, I accordingly went to Mr. Baber, and when I informed him that

I had come to acquainthim, that Mr. Douglas required a retraction of or apology

for the words which Mr. Baber hadlexpressed to me at our former interview, ‘Mr.
Baher, with the utmost effrontery, denied them, and c'ommenced a very erroneous

recapitulation of the circumstances which I have here set forth. Upon this I im-

mediately interrupted him by saying, “ Stop," sir, I will read to you what you have

said-iespecting Mr. Douglas.” I then took out of my pocket a paper, of, which

the follOwing is an authentic copy, and read :——“ Mr. Baber having stated to .Mr.

Gahagan’, . that he did not look upon Mr. Douglas as a gentleman, or words to that

effect; and having assigned that as a reason for refusing all personal communication

with Mr. Douglas, ' Mr. Gahagan is requested'to wait on Mr. Baber, and demand

from him, either a distinct retraction of such sentiments, or that he will refer Mr.

G‘ahagan to a friend to adjust the circumstances under which Mr. Douglas'may

receive that satisfaction which’every gentleman who feels himself injured has‘a right

to demand.” After this had been read, Mr. Babet again denied the speech imputed

to him, and hemade attempt to parley, but I rose and quitted him, .with‘words to

the eflect; that he had made the assertion imputed to him, and that he and I should

settle this difference.
Such, sir, is :the expianation which I have to offer for the consideration of govern»

ment, of facts not stated in Mr. Baber’s affidavits, nor in any way resembling the

conduct which the tenor of those affidavits is evidently laboured to establishabelief

of'; and-as .I think it to be of material consequence to‘prove their further incorrect-

ness. I beg leave to subjoin some remarks upon them. and upon the circumstahces

to which they allude; ' Mr; Baber first swears that I demanded .of him a written

apology-to Lieutenant Brown ;, this is by no meanstrue; for .as‘ Mr. Baber had -

denied heingzthe author 'of the report, what could there be for him to apologize for?

Had he'possessed' every inclination tofvd'o so,‘ there was not one point at issueon

which apolOgy:cOuld 'be required or- received; ‘Mr; Baber, after having thus erro-

neously explained :the purport 'of my first visit, :prOCeed's to makeoath, that shortly

after my‘ "’menace,”-Lieutenant' Brown'and Mr. Gahagan did affix .upon a' wall

Opposite to his hous'e’th‘e paper which he has termed a libel. _I have already shown

Ili-at'Lieutenant Brown'was near the gate of Mr. Baber’s house when I canneoutio'f

‘ itt'and' as Lieutenant Brown; on hearing the unfavourable result of my VISlt, imme-

‘difitely‘posted the paper complainedof, hbw could it lbe possible that I shoulti b'e

elsewhere than with Lieutenant Brown? Mr. Baber seems, however, tieterrmned

10"implicate me, and swears that Lieutenant Brown and Mr. :Gahagan did aflix this

.125. .
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paper, thus wilfully including me in a transaction in which it was impossible forms
to have the slightest concern, because, at the moment of its occurrence I hadno
difference whatever with Mr. Baber. Mr. Baber also makes oath, that I used
“ a menace” towards him; let me see how much of this is true. ‘It is unnecessary,
I hope, to enter into a justification of my compliance with the request of Lieutenant
Brown to visit Mr. Baber on his behalf, for every one would surely assist a friend
to obtain the disavowal of a vile slander against the life and character of his father.
My visit being for this purpose only, was every way inoffensive; and so far was I
from using any “ menace" in- the course of it, that I simply remonstrated With
Mr. Baber, by asking him what objection he could feel to write that disavowal’
which he had already expressed verbally, and “ on his word and honour.” My
second visit too would have been inoffensive as the first, if Mr. Baber had expressed
any apology for the words which he had spoken to me of Mr. Douglas, or if he had
in the least qualified his denial of them by a polite expression of fear or doubt that
he had, possibly said more than he intended, or really meant, or in short, if he had
in any way'evinced a wish to impute the words to some misconception of mine, or
to a precipitancy of his own. But when he rudely and positively denied them, how
was it possible for me to do otherwise than to quit the presence of one who had'thus
grossly impeached my veracity; and what remained for me to do but to seek’ an im-
mediate adjustment of so serious 3. difference? Mr. Baber, however, precluded this
by'a recourse to the protection of the laws, for I found 'on quitting him that he had
sworn the peace, in the interval of my first and second visits, against Lieut. Brown
and Mr. Douglas; and that he had received my second communication on the part
of the latter gentleman at a time and under circumstances which should haVe bound
him in common honour and justice to decline it.. Naturally astonished and indig-
nant at such proceedings, I wrote the note to Mr. Baber of which a copy is affixed to
his affidavits. -In that note I expressly intimated to him, that he had nothing to fear
from me, but even this did not satisfy him. - He wrote the same evening to a magis-
trate to bind me over tothe-peace, which notfbeing practicable at that late hour, he
was obliged to defer until the next morning. I cannot attribute this measure to any
other motive than .to an earnest desire to appear consistent throughout, and to a wish
to persuade the Honourable the Governor in council (which his aflidavits evidently
labour to make appear) that his quarrel was official with me also, and consequently
that he had impeached my veracity in his capacity of “judge and magistrate and
justice of thepeace;” and although Mr. Baber has thought fit, in furtherance of this
object, to sign his copy of my note with his oflicial title of magistrate, yet I do insist,
that my quarrel with him was private.- It is true, that Mr. Baber would not treat it
as such ;--but are his acts to influence another’s reason? If I had written to him On
a public matter, I should have confined myself to his public acts, which could have .
no reference to his private conduct, except indeed that every man exercising respect-
ablepublic functions, is expected to have a respectable private character.

Having thus shewn, that my quarrel with Mr. Baber had been entirely private,
and altogether accidental: it remains-for me to advert most particularly to that part
of difference with Mr.‘ Baber, which tends to brand either him or myself with a false-
hood. Mr. Baber disavo-ws words with which I have charged him. 'He has dOne
this, andflown from me to Where I cannot reach him. He has attempted to convert
a private difference into a public wrong, and with this wrong, he has:Ventured
officially to impugn me. But did I go-to- Mr’. Baber 'on any thing like an oflicial
subject? Did he not welcome my coming, by telling me that he considered me a
gentleman, and would gladly confer with me on the subject of my visit P and, as an
earnest of his professions, did he not invite me to a seat? Is this public business,
and is Mr. Baber’ssubsequent flat contradiction of his own words, a public 101' a
private matter? and when I wrote him, that in conSequence of this and other com
duct, I could not have further communication of any kind with him as a gentleman;
will:any one say, that'I. did wrong? Have I insulted Mr. Baber, 'and ran away
from him whose indignation I had roused ? Have I unworthily attempted totdeceive
my respected 'superiors, to protect me from the consequences of my own priVato
misconduct? The very thought of such behaviour, is so repugnant and overwhelm-
ing to the feelings of a gentleman, that I will not expatiate further upon-' it; and I
trust, that the Honourable the Governor in council will excuse. this language, which
the remembrance of it has. prompted. I will now beg that it may be‘observed,
Whether throughout thisstatement, there is one single proof, direct or presumptive,
by which to substantiate an inference, .that I have imputed words ~t0'Mr. Baber
which he did not speak.
I am particular on these points, because I wish to shew .how unnecessarily

Mr. Baber
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Mr. Babe: involved, mein quarrel,- and- that nothing objectionable resulted from
my interference, until Mr. Babel~ himself insulted me; 'for‘ although at our first
interview, he was 'once.-or twice rather vehem‘ent,‘yet he appeared to be so very much
agitated, that I attributed his warmth to involuntary emotion, rather than design, or
I should instantly have reproved it. This evinces that I was quiet and civil, and
how should I be otherwise, when I went for a‘peaceful purpose P I-declare, most un-
equivocally, that I knew nothing of any of the events of that day, directly or in-
directly, before their immediate occurrence, and that half anthour before I went to
Mr. Baber, I did not- know that Lieutenant Brown was even acquainted with the
report which has led to these events; and although the most unpleasant consequences
have resulted, yet I cannot profess regret at my conduct, when I review the motives
which induced it. I went to Mr. Baber, at the earnest request of a friend, fof the
sole purposeof endeavouring to persuade him to disavow in writing, a slanderous
report with which he was charged. My conversation was of a very passive nature,‘
and I merely casually adverted to the consequences of refusal, in the hope that Mr.
Baber might be influenced to escape them, by compliance with a reasonable demand,
and the whole tenor of my conversation was calculated rather to persuade, by gentle
remonstrance, than by imperious requisition ; Mr. Baber’s affidavits, however, are so
strangely worded, that to read them only”, would induce a very different conclusion.

Here I would finish, but that I have to notice a report propagated by Mr. Baber,
and I suppose for purposes of further crimination, that Lieutenant Brown, Mr.
Douglas and myself, combined and consPired together to insult and fight him; thus
attempting to excite compassion where he had every cause to apprehend 9. ve
opposite sentiment. This artifice, however, has been completely foiled, and I am
happy that such a base opinion was net difficult of refutation. , Mr. Baber, how-
ever. still attempts to shew, that his quarrel with Lieutenant Brown was official.
But» was it from a combination and conspiracy, that Mr.-Baber took ofiic’i’al papers
put of their public sanctuary to the private houses of gentlemen of Cananore, and
for the purpose of private defamation? Was it from a combination and conspiracy,
that he first denied to Mr. Douglas the reception or character of a gentleman, and
that be next insulted me by a positive disavowa‘l of his own words, or have the con-
sequences of all these strange things. been such as would have naturally resulted from
conspiracy and combination? Mr. Baber, I apprehend, would have met with very
different correction than what he now complains of, if this had been the temper or
design of those whom he has insulted. But I pass over this hateful charge, with the
contempt which it deserves. - .

This language is not quite befitting an address to my superiors; but when
I disclaim the thought or intention of disrespect to that high authority which
I have now the honour to address,‘ I feel confident that some allowance will be per-
mitted me, to mark with censure what I cannot otherwise resent or punish ; and
notwithstanding I have submitted this letter at the call of government, yet they
must be aware, that no tribunal, however great, however respectable. can give me
atonement or redress for the wanton and gross attack which my honour has sus-
tained. lt is an observation, attested by experience; that public vii'tue can never
subsist in that man’s bosom who is destitute of private honor ; and the Governor
and council, eminent in rank, in honour, and in station, will not be unmindful of
those sensibilities, which constitute and maintain the character ofa gentleman.

I have, &c.
Tellicherry, 2Ist Nov. 1812. (signed) TIzomas Gahagan.

Ordered, in consequence, That a letter of the following tenor be dispatched to
the advocate general. I

To the Advocate General.

Sir :—With reference to the opinion submitted by you on 'the 27th October, I am
directed by the Honourable the Governor in council, to furnish you with the ac-
companying copies of the explanations offered by Mr. Douglas and Mr. Gahagan,
and to request that you will state what measures it may 1n consequence appear to
you to be proper for the government to adopt.

I have, &c.
(signed) D. Hill, Sec’ to Got”.

Fort St. George, lst December 1812.
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Extract, Fort St. George Military Consultations, 8th'December1812.

Read the following Letters from the Commander in Chief’s Military Secretary.

To GeorgeStrachey, Esq. Secretary to Government, &c. &c. &c.
Sir :—The Commander-in-chief having, in obedience to the resolution of govern-

ment, dated the 30th October last, called upoh Lieutenant Brown", of His Majesty’s
8otll‘regiment, for a statement of" the'circumstances which fortned the subject of
a recent representatioh‘ 'agains't' him _by the judge and magistrate Of North 'M_alab_ar,
Ihave aCcordingly been direéted by his Excellency to' inclose a letter from that
ofi‘icer,’ containing the‘statemeu't required for submission to the Honourable the
Governor in council. _
As Lieu‘tenant Brown has, however, taken occasion in the inclosure, to draw an

inference from the letter‘to which his present communication 'is' in reply, which was
neither expressed nor implied, with regard to his being exonerated 'from the impu-
tation of military misdemeanor, I have received the Commander—in-chief’s orders to
submit herewith a copy of the letter from which this erroneous impression has been
deduced, and to state, that Lieutenant-Brown has been apprized that his Excel.
lency’s sentiments are not’pledged, at this period," either in favour or disapproval ‘of
his conduct towards Mr. Baber. I have, &c.

(signed) Hugh Scott, Military Secretary.
Fort St. George, lst December 1812.

To Lieutenant Brown, of His Majesty’s 80th Regiment.
Sir :—You have already been apprized, with reference to the cirCumstances whichhave recentlyformed the subject ofthe representation to government against you by the.judge and magistrate in North Malabar, that the Commander-‘in-chief has consideredyour conduct on that occasion to come more properly under the jurisdiction of, thecivil' power, than amenable to martial law; under that impression, it has been thepleasure of the Honourable the Governor in council to request, that his ExcellenCywould call on you for a statement of the facts which have led to the discussion inquestion, as well as of all the circumstances connected'therewith.
I haye accordingly been directed to convey to you the expression of this request,as the Commander-in-chief considers the statement you have already forwarded tohave been intended for his Excellency’s personal information, rather than witha view to its submission before a civil court.

I have, &c.
(signed) Hugh Scott, 'Military Secretary.

Fort St. George, 10th November 1812.

To Captain Scott, Military Secretary to His Excellency the Commander in Chief.
Sir:-—I have'the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th in-stant, directing me in the name of his' Excellency the Commander-in-chiefi' tosubmit, for the information of the Honourable the Governor in council, a statementof the facts which led to the representation made against me by Mr. Baber, judgeand magistrate of North Malabart .
As that letter was the first intimation I received of the decision of his Excellencyupon my case, I may here be permitted to offer him my humble and respectfulacknowledgements, more particularly as it exonerates‘ me of the charge containedin Mr. Baber’s first letter, and so serious to an officer, of having committed a highmilitary crime.
The circumstances which led to my calling on that person are the following:—Some time ago a report was in general circulation at Cananore, materially affectingthecharactor of my father, Mr. Brown, “ that he had sent an authorized agenttoTravancoie, to kidnap childi‘eu, and that children had been kidnapped.” Thereport became so public as to be the Common topic of conservation, and naturallydrew forth the most unfavourable Comments on "my father’s character. At lengtha gentleman at Cananore thought it necessary to communicate the circumstanceto an intimate friend of my father’s residing at Tellicherry. ~The latter immediatelyon, hearing it, went to Cananore, and finding the information he had received to lie

perfect y
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perfectly correct, used his endeavours to contradict the story, and took upon him-
self to style it, one’of the most infamous falsehoods that ever was invented to the
.ruin of an innocent and absent man.

Ill health compelled me not-long ago to quit my regiment and repair to this coast;
on.- my arrival, it was natural that a v'report so extraordinary and so notorious as the
one mentioned should come to my knowledge; with the official proceedings -to which
it is referred I profess myself to beentirely ignOrant; the bare mention‘of it was
suflicient to convince me that it was most false and scandalous, - and under this im-
pression it was impossible for me tamely to reflect, that the author of it wasvnot
yet brought to light, and that perhaps secure of impunity, he would dare to propagate
other calumnies equally detestable.

I therefore used my endeavours to trace it; I could attach suspicion to no one
at Cananore, the place where it originated, for my father was acquainted with two
or three persons at most at that station, and they were officers and gentlemen ;. with
those exceptions he was unknown there, even by name; from whom then did it
originate? I shall proceed to show that it was from Mr. Baber alone.
He was known to have taken to Cananore numerous papers from his court, rela-

tiveto an investigation said to have been held before him in his oflicial capacity,
andconnected with the reporL-and to have shewnthose papers to persons to whom
my. father _was_ unknown, even by name; By whom could his name have been ori-
ginally mentioned to them? By whom could the subject to which the papers
related have been first introduced? To these questions the answer is obvious, that
it could only be Mr. Baber. ‘

I-n elucidation of this, and subsequent parts of Mr. Baber’s- conduct, it'may be
necessary to state, that he is the professed enemy of my father, and has long perse-
cuted him with the most unremitting rancour.
From the production -of the papers; assisted no doubt by the malevolent fancy of

the accuser, arose the report ; for, no sooner had the one appeared, than the other
immediately followed. -It is also notorious, that the impression excited by these
extraordinary proceedings in the minds of society was a most unfavourable one;
Mr. Baber’s purpose therefore is evident ; it could'be no other than to hold up my
father's character to detestation (the characteij of a man who knew not that he was
accused); and it is to be recollected, with what ceaseless assiduity he must have
laboured to effect that object, since the report became a matter'of such general
notoriety, and formed every where the leading topic of conversation, in what striking
Colours he must' have exhibited the picture to have'attracted to it the attention of
those who were perfect strangers to the subject.

I might here advert to this conduct in a man more especially when it is known
that my fatherlived at a distance from all society, that it was therefore almost im-
possible that he should ever come to a knowledge of what he was thus charged with;
that in addition, he was far advanced in years, with a family dependent upon him, all
of whom must have been involved in the same dark cloud of obloqiiy, with little but-
his good name to boast of, and that he was thus insidiously attempted to be deprived of
that remaining consolation; but I will suppress, however diflicult the task, the feel-
ings of indignation. occasioned by so flagrant a violation- of thathonour observed
amo‘hgst gentlemen by such a dereliction of public duty, by such a breach of Public
trust, and proceed to state, that I was justified in drawing‘a conclusron, that it was
from 'Mr. Baber’s actions or conver’sation that the report originated, and that I had
therefore every title to demand of him a written disavowal of being the author of it,
or the alternative, which a contrary-acknowledgement pointed out; Had it been of
an ordinary nature, a simple verbal denial of it would have sufficed, but a written

One alone could cOntradict what was so extraordinary and widely disseminated, .
With this .idea, the-Only step’ left for me to" take, and which: every ‘son in a

similar situation would', I believe, have taken, was to wait on ' Mr. Babes, and re-
quire that disavowal. -. The first time I went to his house was on the morning of the
8th October; he was not then at theme; I repeated my call on the followmg
morning, when I he'ard‘that' he was. As the detail of the conversationthat passed
between us might appear tedious; I shall merely state the result, which was, that
Mr. Baber positively denied being the author of the report, but as posrtively‘refused
{0' give that denial in writing; and on- my telling him thatl woulti consmer snch
refusal in‘no other light than an avowal, in fact, on his part, he replied, that I was

, . at full liberty to put what construCtion I pleased npon it. _ f
Upon this, I-re'quésted Mr. .Douglas-to wait upon him to-repeat,my demand: or

‘Wlindist upon the alternative. With this gentleman he declined all communicationci
135, , an
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and refused to give me any kind of satisfaction whatever. To obviate the objection
Mr. Baber professed himself to have to Mr. Douglas, and to.av01d precipitancy
on my part, Mr. Gahagan at my request went to him to require once more what
I had done; his visit was also fruitless. Mr. Baber, therefore, havmg left me no
alternative, forced me to the most unpleasantmeasure which one gentleman can
resort to towards another.

In the letter forwarded to his Excellency, Mr. Baber has omitted to mention,
that, after applyingto the officer commanding the provinces for protection in the
discharge of his duties, (which I am at ‘a loss to lfnow how I interfered in, as

I went to ,his private dwelling, and earlyin the morning) ; he appealed also to the
civil power, and swore the peace ' against me; thus studionsly labouring to express
that my difference with him arose from his oflic1al proceedings: .

I,will not disgrace the respectable functions which he exercnses, ofJadge, magisa

trate,_and justice of the peace, by combating such a plea,-—a plea tending to shew
that he was dispensing strict impartial Justice, as the representative of the high and
eminent tribunal to which this letter is to be submitted, in making ex parte documentsof his'court'a subjeCt of notoriety in a distant military cantonment, To_ argue that-

plea might imply aldoubt, where there cannot, 'I humbly presume, eiust eventh'e
shadow of one, itmight imply, what is impossible, that public functions may be
prostituted to promote the purposes of private maligmty.

Before I conclude, it may ;be permitted me to declare most solemnly, that I. never
even in themost distant manner, received the smallest. communication from m
father on the subject of the report; that he knew not I was acquainted with it,- or
heard of the steps which I had taken,- till the fourth day after they had occurred.

Such is the statement of facts, which, in obedience to his Excellency’s commands,
I have the honour to submit with every deference and respect. The motives of my
conduct cannot, I hope, be misinterpreted or misconceived. The duty. to a patent
is so strongly implanted by nature, so paramount to every other, that I shouldvbe
unworthy the name of son, and of course unworthy of society, if I permitted,
without resenting it, the slightest breath of slander to taint the character of my

father. I have, &c.
(signed) F. C. Brown, Lieut. H. M. 80th Reg.

Tellicherry, November 1 8 1 2.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter be furnished to the judicial
department.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 22d January 1813.

Read the following letters from the magistrate, North Malabar, and from the
advocate general. .

To the Secretary to Government.

Sirz—I have awaited; with an anxiety which it would be in vain for me to
attempt to express, the directions. of government in answer to my letter dated '1 2th
October, in which I judged it proper to bring to notice, the combined attack which
I had sustained from three persons residing in this place, indirectly in, the first-
instance on my life, and subsequently, in 'the most public and unequivocal manner;
on my character as a gentleman, and my authority as a magistrate; but stillnot
having received any communication from government on the subject, I can no longer
refrain from reverting to it, and again most earnestlysoliciting their early reply.
V .1 beg‘leave to.observe, that the motive which originally induced me to forward
the representation before alluded to, proceeded from a knowledgeof this occurrence
being the result 'of my having, in the execution of- my duty, pursued a system of
measures which happened to be offensive to their feelings, and for which, iniabsence
of all justifiable mode of appeal, they thought proper to adopt a line of canduct,
insultingand irritating almost beyond human forbearance, in the expectation ot
procuring private retribution, by forcing me into a dilemma of so unprecedented
and perplexing a kind, that they, doubtless, concluded no resource would be left
me, but the desperate and precarious refuge of the duellist. .

Could the outrage I have reported have been regarded, according to my ideas,
in any proper light as a fit subject for such arbitrament, 'I, need scarcelyvinform‘ the

‘ government, .
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government; that I should never have thought it. expedient to intrude .on. their
vaiuabletime by unnecessary reference; but under thelpeculiar bearing of the .case‘
iniquestion, I should have considered that I very‘unduiyjestimated. the_respect-
ability of the station Iam entrusted with, and those principles of subordination,
which, as. the vital essence of all authority, Iwas imperiously called on _to preserve,
if I deemed my own personal opposition a suitableresentment for eny insult to thht
government - which I ever _so stedfastly and invariably honoured and respected,
and which it hes been my pride to be among the foremost to defend .and.uphold, if
the-risk or eVen sacrifice of my, life were necessary in the defence .or service. of nay
enthOyers; it is known and acknowledged, I-hold it but fortheir nse ;’ but I should
commit a' libel upon all reCeived opinions upon public spirit, were I to hold its, acts
amenable to private, reprehension.
The aggression, therefore, which I suffered, was according‘to my understanding,

not_agaiust me, it Was against’the, government under whose sanction and authority
I acted; to them alone the province ofredress pertainedtand I should have thought
myself unfaithful .to‘ my trust, had I neglected to have made it known,.lor had. pre-
sumed to, think a~ satisfaction merely persOnal ‘to' me, was. compensation .for La
violence hgninst the high authority I represented ;' besides, it, would have seemed, as
if I, wanted confidence in my superiors, a way of thinking the direct reverse of the.
whqle tenor of my. public_life. , _
lhave taken the‘liberty ofisubmitting these observations, to avoid the possibility

of-‘any mis'construction' on.the,,part of government, as to thereal motives which
have guided me on this occasion. ,I wish it tq be plainly understood, I have been
actuated solely by a sense tofdeferenceto their authority, and that no personal con-
cern has influencedmy mind or actions.

These, "Sir, Care the sentiments. I have hitherto beenflin the- habit _of entertaining;
perhaps they may be thought erroneous; I however have yet tolleam that they age
so; when I am informed to that effect, and thatI have no claim upon the govem-
meat,» I ehall then be at liberty to do myself right, without incurring the charge of
inconmstency. I have, &c.

(signed) YXH. Baber, Magistrate.
Ziilah, North Malabar, 10th Jahuary 1813.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.
Sir:—-I have received, and. considered with earnestness, as I.read with regret,

the several papers transmitted from Mr. Douglas, Mr, Gahagan; and Lieutenant
Brown, and now from Mr. Brown, on_the.subject of 'their late conduct to,Mr.
Baber. The discussion arisesfrqm the application of Mr.‘Baber to government, to
be protected by its authority against insults offered to him in consequence of his
acts as a magistrate.
The conduct ,of Mr. Baber in the whole investigatipn as to the slaves, appeared

to me at the time ‘to be highly, praiseworthyt I havereferred t0 the papers again
upon thepresent reference to me, and am more and more confirmed in the opinipn
which I at first formed. 21 see every mark "of a strong feeling - of compassioh fer
the children who had been stolen from their parents, and a determination to restdre
themto liberty, zealously pursuedin spite of very extraordinary opposition, without
any‘sysptoms of that personal rancour which is so strongly charged :against Mr.
Baber. It is not in the‘powetof man to .know with certainty, and in general. it is
no part of our duty, to inquire what secret motives may lie concealed in the breasts
of others. It is sufficient if 'the conduct be such as pure and good motives would
naturally dictate.
The present discussion, _as tothe insults offered to. Mr. Baber, is connected with

the previous investigations before him as'to kidnapping thechildren. By the state-
ments'of Mr._Douglas, Mr. ‘Gahagauyand Lieutenant Brown, thatvthey called upon
Mr, Baber to contradict in writing,_a report which they supposed to originate with
him; and state to have been very prevalent in the province, that Mr. Brown was
guilty 9f the crime which had certainly been committed, in bringing the children
into. his possession, Mr. Baber’ denied that he was the author of the report, _and they
do not charge him with having ever distinctly circulated‘it; butthey say, . that he
sheWed the papers upon the subject, the records of the examinations taken before

' him, and they conclude that the reports in circulation originated from that exposnre.
If- Mr. Baber had been charged with the fact _of having circulated a ,report,_not

D'iimlnte'd by the records of the trenSaction in his possession, [should have thmli‘ght
125. _ t 053
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those afi'ected by the report warranted‘ in ? calling him to account for that- slander,
But where an infamous Crime had been conimitted,'exciting, as it oughtvto d05--and I
hoped-id, universal indignation against the perpetrators of it, I see no course, which
any person‘acquainted with'the truth could pursue,.with more perfect propriety, than
that of stating correctly the contents, or shewing the papers ‘ themselves., the
records of the investigation. I know no objection to afmagistrate shewing the records
to such persons as he chuses to 'communicate'with." In every day's-neWSpaper at
home, we see published reports; often probably very inCOrreet reports ofthe ex’amin-
ati'ons‘taken publicly before” magistrates. . Nobody ever objected to these pnblica-
tiohs,‘ however incorrect, n’Or c'ould they, I apprehend, be objected to,- unless on'th'e
ground of Wilful misrepresentation, to correct which, the production of the t-rnerecord
of the examination would be the best and the natural refutation; but Mr. ‘Baber'is
onl charged with having shewn' the records.

Iythink, therefore, Mr. Baber‘s conduct free from blame, so far 8151 can judge of
it from the facts before me,- and that his' antagonists were not warranted, even‘ by
their own. statements, in charging him with being the author of the reports circulated
to the prejudice of Mr., Brown, or in Calling upon him todisayow those reports; ‘I
can have no doubt, that a criminal information will be granted against them by the
court,‘ for'challenging him to fight a duel, which he had done nothing to provoke.

I cannot doubt, that the reports circulated tothe prejudice of Mr. Brown,» and
complained of by his son, were the conse‘quence'of ”the production” of the examin-
ations by‘Mr. Baber; But it ought to have been‘ recollected, that if Ma'Brown's
conduct, as exhibited in the public records, had been such as would hear investi-
gation, the production of those records Would have been. the proper refutation of
any reports to his prejudice, and that those reports, if not warranted by thereco'rds,
ouiht to have ascribed to men, either ignorant of the truthormisrepresenting it, not
to im who enabled them to correCt all misrepresentation, by production of the? r'e-'
cord itself.
On the other hand, it is to be remembered, that the principal person opposed to

Mr. Baber, is the son of the man whose character was impeached in public Opinion ;
and that his resentment of those reports,.is not to'be judged of by the same rules by
which the interference of any other person would properly be tried. He. is not
expected to be capable of cool deliberation, on the probability of the guilt of his
father, nor of the correctness of the conduct of him through whose act the character
of his father suffered. His conduct would probably be viewed by a court ofjustice
with as favourable an eye as his breach of the laws would admit.

Mr. Gahagan also appears to have been no otherwise engaged in the transaction,
or in any of the feelings of these parties, than by being called upon to carry a
message, in itself indeed highly illegal, and which, if brought before the supreme
court, must incur punishment, but which does not appear to have been connected in
his mind, with any intention to resent the acts of the magistrate as such.

Under these circumstances, it becomes material to inquire, whether the immediate
transgression, which is the subject of the present reference to me, arose out of any
acts of the magistrate, directly and necessarily flowing from the public duties of his‘
office. 'If it did, -I should advise that the government should take up0n itself the
task of prosecuting the offenders; and if there were strong reason to believe that the
resentment of the public oflicial acts of the magistrate was the real motive, and that
the charge of being the author of the reports in circulation, was only used as ‘a colour
to cenceal the real cause of quarrel, I should have thought the artifice an aggrava-
tionof the ofl'ence. But I do not think that that is the true complexion of the aets
of these parties ; their statement of their motives is natural and probable, and appears
to me entitled to belief. ,

I have before said, that the act directly charged against Mr. Baber, of having
shewn _ the records of the examinations, does not appear to me to contain anything
censurable; on the other, however, it is plain that it was no necessary part of his
duty as a magistrate, to shew the records to strangers; and if his conduct is justi:
fled upon the. ground, that any bye-stander who heard the examinations taken,
might legally, and not improperly, publish their contents, it follows, that any cen-
sequenees of the communications made by the magistrate from his knowledge of
the case, 'stand's only on the same footing as if he had acquired his knowledge from'
being a bye-stander, and not from his situation as a magistrate. It is highly illegal
to call any man to account (for merely making known the truth of what has ap-
peared in the course ofjudicial investigations, but it is not more so in- the case of
the magistrate than of any other man, where the magistrate has made known other;

W156
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wise: than in the‘ course of his public duty, what he” happens to know from his
official" situation: I do not, therefore, think that this is a case which calls for the
interference of .g0vemment; and, as a general proposition, I think - the aid, of
!government ought not to be given, except in cases clearly and exclusively respecting
the publicracts of its servants, and entitling them as such to its protection. Indeed,
{have the less reluctance to give this advice, from .knowing that where the pro-
priety‘of the interference of government can be represented as admitting a- doubt,
it is. far from beneficial to those whomit is meant to assist and support.
Another part‘of this case; forced uponmy notice a second time by the last letter

of Mr; Brown, seems to require serious notice. '
Mr. Browneppears upon these papersin a very suspicious-Jight. - It. is newnot

disputed, 7thateight of. the slaves found Upon his estate, had been the free children
offree parents, stolen recently, and purchased by his'agehts for the verypurpose
of beingsent to his estate asslaves. The possessor of stolen goods may often .be
innocent and ignorant of the theft; yet heis expected to‘ shew 'how and: from whom
heree'eived them before 'he'is clearedzof’suspicion ; ‘but the receiver of stolen chil-
dren; sufiiciently‘old tofstate'thei‘ir‘ijury done to them in placing them in (slavery,
seamer can he ignorant ofthe crime. The children state, that they refitsed. to eat
with the; slaves,jit being'inconsistent with theirrules of caste ;- theysay, .that Mr.
Brow'n and his son'made them eat with the slaves." Itis scarcely possible, that in
theti-dispu'te,~the‘children'should not have stated who they were, and how they had
been stolen from their families ; f and from that time, at least, Mr. Bro'wn-was bound
to. have inquired into the truth of their statements. : Instead of doing so, he at. first
attemped to evade the inquiry instituted by the magistrate, and appealed to a supe-
rior authority, claiming as his“ [propertyf'the whole 76 persons carried :away from
his grounds—{See his letter of met .of December 1811.) On being informed-‘dis-
tinctiy of the statements of six free children, to the magistrate, (the other twobeing
not then discovered), and being earnestly called upon to give every information in his
power, as ' to the authors'ofthe theft, as well as to produce his own vouchers in support
of-hiselaims u‘pdn thém, heagaih‘ (by his letter of the 28th of December) declinesflen-
tering into‘ the-investigation, as - unwarranted, speaks of. the seizure of these persons,
eszbeing/not more legal “than the seizure” of any. other part of his property, and
stipealsagain: from.:the magistrate to ithe-circ'uitcourt, for. the avowed purpose'of
stopping the investigation. 'r'Uponv the failure of “these attempts,» and finding that
the court of circuit'and‘appeal would not interfere as to these six free children, he
sent a third lettef,'dated on'ithe 4th January, disclaiming all property.cr interest
inithe'six’children, ?and pretending that theylhad been sent to work on his planta-
tiOu by "another person, their owner.” This extraordinary disclaimer of all title to
those'Children,‘whom .he had only seven days before persevered in claiming as his
prOperty,- is immediately afterwards contradicted ‘ by this pretended owner of the
children, who rdeCIares, that heihad been sent as Mr. Brown’s agent, to Alleppy',' to
payi-for-vsome pepper,»and to buy slaves,rand : thatthesesix y'children ihad'beeu
bought with .Mr'.‘ Brown’s moxiey,- under . his orders,*and se'nt terhim. .I 'see no
ground to-«suppose- that the agent could have . any possible interestin making. this
statement , if it were not true; he Was contradicting his employer, without any ten“-
‘dency todischarge himself;*~-for he dees not go on to say, that, he had orders to buy
lstoleu-children‘,‘~ button" the contrary," denies all: knowledge that they were stolen;
hefhad-no motive of malignityvfrom any quarrel with-‘his‘ mastet,fior-fr,om being '
dismissed thy him, for hewas-sent to the magistrate'by Mr. Brown, .with a letter to
stateewho' 'he-wais, and appears-to‘haVe» been- still in his employ. "His declaration is
else'sup'ported by‘Mr; Brown’s first statement to. the magistrate, (in hisJettei: of
-2’0th December), of his having purchased some slaves «very lately, and by his claims
Sumo successive letters‘(of‘ the a 1'st and 28th December) oh the whole nui‘nhepof
slav'es'Carrieéi'tifi‘ the pianta‘tibn as his property. * Thesestatements are inconsistent
With‘his’vown subsequent declaration” of‘- the six. children being sent, as the property
ofthe native agent, -to-w0rk on“ therplantation ; :and‘I therefore think it » clear, that
the ia'tterdeelaratibnof ' Mrs'iBrOWn is false, and-thatthe contrary statement: of. the

\ nativwis td‘this extent the-truth‘. ‘ "But' it also. appears, I that during the" whole of
this investigation,“ Mr: Brown’ Was deceiving the magistrate by concealing the rnum-
be'ts‘of» children‘WhOha’d been 'stolen from their «parents; - .The. magistrate hatiat
first heard'bnly‘ of sixfiand the whole correspondence related 'to that n'umbergwithe

‘0'!!!- ‘specifyihg-"thé individuals; except by sex. and nation; even this specification
Was'OnIy-‘eontained in- the letter of; the magistrate-ofthe 3d January 3812, and
Mr-fiBrowp, 'in‘ his letter'datéd. 011 the 4th, states his having, “ since his ’letterflhf
1125. , e
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the 28th ultimo,” and therefore, I presume, before, and without reference to even
the, loose spcification in the last letter of the magistrate, sent ' to the plantation for
particular information relative to .the six children said to be free. Upon the in.-
formation received, he proceeds to disclaim all concern with these six children,
and , therefore acquiesces in their being, detained; but says, with regard to the other
persons,‘ who were “ forcibly ‘driven rom the plantation ;” “ it is totally false that
they 'were stolen or kidnapped ;" “ my right to them I am perfectly ready to support,
as soon as my propert in them is impeached.” The magistrate accordingly retained
the six children fort e purpose of' being' restored to their parents, and (except
sixteen who had been stolen from other masters) the residue were returned to
Mr. Brown. The further'inquiries of the magistrate soon afterwards led to the
discdvery, that instead of . six; there had . been eight children' stolen' from free
parents; and sent to Mr. Brown, and the magistrate on the‘ 24th January de.
manded the other two. ' Mr. Brown answered on the same day, “ the eight children
were all taken to 'I‘ellicherry by your orders, " and two of them were sent back by
your own orders, With the other Pooliars some days ago", for what purpose 'I know
not; they are now; agreeable to your orders, ‘ delivered to the bearer.”
From this correspondence, it appears "to me manifest, that Mr. "Brown, while he

was ‘renouncing all claim to six children, and insisting upon‘his right to all the rest,
knew that there were eight instead of six liable td the same‘objection, and who
ought to have shared the same fate; that he could not have even knownwhich six
out" of' the eight were‘at first-inten'ded to be kept from him, but acquiesced in
receiving back twoo'ver whom he .knewhe had no- right, and whOm'he. evidently
intended and tried to retain‘in slavery. ‘ '

I do not know that it is Criminal in our law, although certainly most dishonest, to
retain‘stolein property after discovering that it is stolen,'if,~‘at the time 'of receiving
it,‘the receiver did not know it tobe stolen.

But the extent 'to which Mr. Brown appears to have carried these'dealings; and
the very eXtr’aordinary support which he appears to have received in 'them,-seemvto
require some decisive check. If he hasfor years been in the habit of receiving as
slaves persons stolen; whether from their families or from'former masters, perhaps
avoiding to inquire as to their former state, but more probably knowing it, it may
be fit for serious consideration; whether he should be left in a situation in which he
can continue such practices, the government having'full power "to remove from the
country all persons who conduct themselves improperly in it.
_.In' stating .this as' bein‘g,-in my humble judgment,- a point fit for seriOus’ con-

sideration; I beg not to be understood asrecommending the measure ;"at all- events,
there "are many points to be considered, before it is resolved to drive a man from the
place where he earns the bread of 'a family; and if the evil can be remedied, the
least severe means of doing 50, provided they answer the end, are to be preferred.-
The papers of Mr. Brown, claiming the right of a master over slaves, as a part of

the ‘MahOmedan 1aw,‘ .upder‘ which he considers these provinces to be governed,
ought not to be'passed unnoticed, and have again called‘my attention to the subject,
which I had before slightly considered in_ my letter of 14th April. I cannot agree
tothe proposition,‘that these provinces are, _so far as relates to British subjects,
gOVerned by the Mahomedan law.‘ In questions of civil right they are governed by
the different laws of the different nations to whom justice is to bedi‘spehsed.. ' In'
criminal prosecutions,‘the Mahomedan law is (for what reason I do not know) esta-
blished'over all the nativ'es-in‘ the provinces, but not OVer the British. - They retain
therights of their birth, and ought alsoxto retain all the relations vcomiect‘ed with
the British'char'acter, to whichjit is equally abhorrent to ‘be the master of slaves; as
to endure slaveryn~ Indeed, I do not know, whether we‘ should not‘rather‘say', from
experience in‘ anotherquarter of the world, as well'asfrom reasoning, that the
habitual exercise of the authority Of [the milSte'r over slaves, is peculiarly'ldestmc’tive
,ththe‘nation'al honour land character.“ '_I see tiothing in our situatien-inr Illdlflg-I'HOI ‘
Jietheistatutes,’ which authorize a departure from the law of England, in the relation
htheeh a'British s'ubject‘an‘d ‘his'servants._ ’ It' is expresslyprovidedin'the seVeral
statutes; thin oiir lawshallfinot interfere with the authority‘exercisedby the beads
.Of families among the'nativ'es; who "from' local residence atgth'e presidenciesi, are :
:mwadel'subject'in general to .‘the British'lewj btit-n’o‘hsuch provisiOn'is 'mad‘e-ior British
.§ehj'ectsvas._thc ‘rmatsters’ot’~ slaves ;" be the c’dntrary, the-‘distinction asiitot'the‘nat-itv'es,
points eutlthe intentiOn of ths’ legislature that the Britishs'hould hold onlyAZtlt'eir 6WD
righ1§ Lafidlctistom's'... _I'fj,iin' 'Moorm'ah in‘ilMadras ‘were'ihdict'ed 'forT' the-exercis‘e'of \
violence upon his" sldvéSf'Whiéh 6dr , ‘law":would‘ "pnfiishg-"ifjcemmitted' byi‘a'master

over
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9mm; servant," buttwhich the law: and1customs of his” nation sanctiOn as to their
glwesgtthehdefence.lywould be sustained,“ and the legislature has specially provided
fad itpirz. ;Bu,f if aisimilar, qomplaint were prefenjed against Mr,"Brown', for vidlence
agaihétthis-slaves. in Malabarg ,1 am .confident‘that he could not justify“. " But the
eivitright .to theperpetual service of the persons held b him in slavery, inay pos-
giblytbetdistihgqishecl, from theright of punishment of” ' em” as slaVes, and I think
tquuestjflnl pf» right may well lbetried,‘ andzdughtflto be tried in that shape. ‘ 'If‘hh
megvo'fgthe personsrnowlworking‘epon the estate of” Mr; Brown, as' slaves 1 be ad}:
“Mypdhstrhetthe.ettorpe’y. for.pa-upers tqbring'art action against Mrl‘ Brown, ‘for
false,imprisonment,,jn .detaiuing'him yupohlhis plantation, the admission" Of the fact
by: M-r.EBrown,.wiIL-hringbefotje the court thesimple question _of "the capacity on
British'subject to' hate 8. t_slave in India; , I; by no m'eans‘wish to- be understood ‘to
say thatjt is ageleatj point, but? I think it'very proper to befsettled." The ”sameobject
maybeobtaiued,‘ by directing Mr. ‘Baber publicly toofi'er freedbmtq anlytohe slaVe
who'chooséstoxleaaveer; Brown’s plantation, for'the avo'wed purpose of trying the'
guestiéh. c Fxomftheimportance of. the point being settled; Itshould jalso propose,
that by mutualgconsent,whatever might be the decision; it should be carried before
the King in council, asptherwise different decisions mioht be givenat the different
‘ptesidéncies,.~and the, question be set afleat, instead of heing "finally settled.

Supposing”. it tubegscetjtained by the highest judicial authority, that British sub-
gects‘can. have‘gp'mpettyin. slaves in India, it remains to be considered, whether the
taw'ought,tobe leftjnfthet state; or rather if the government shall think that it'ought
nowazregulatiou‘ pf, government may, as to the4provinces, ’remove the hecessity of"
any trial of inquiry as to what is now the law on the subject, by prohibitihg‘the
practice, in! tuture. -

In». additiogte the, motives fotvsuch a regulation, arising from the general character
ofBritons, and the pr'oprietyof preserving it,~ it appears from the papers how befei'e
me,.that'-there;ie a dangerof Britishsubjects ingthe. situation [of gentlemen, beidg
enabled. in fact; (although I hope more frequentlyfrom the three Of imaginary" than
ofyre'al connection andjnfluence) to exercise around them'ah ’authofrit'y' scarcely ad—
mitting of limiter question.
On the other hand, I am sensible that there may be objections to such a measure,

upo'n‘fithefforce ,of which.» I am not competent to offer, nor indeed to form ‘any
opinion; I therefore mention it rather as a suggestion forconsideration, than as an
advice.
Upon the immediate subject of the several. references ,now before (me, if my

opinion ,above stated: be thought tight, I should humbly recommend, that Mr. Baber
bes'informed that his_ conduct continues to be highly approved, and that the goVem-
menttagrees withhim, in thinking the case, proper to be the subject of .a criminal
prosecution.j \ Butthat, as' theim‘mediateéahse pf the quarrel _a55igned by Lieut.
Brown, Mr. Douglas; and ,Mr. Gahagan, Was not an act of Mr. Babex‘ 'hecessh'i'ily,
hi his public character, although closely connected with it, the' goverhmentthink it
proper, as well as more expedient, that the prosecution should be carried an by
himself. I am &c

, .

(signed) Alex: Amtruther,- Advocate General,

Fort St. George, 5th Jan. 1 813.

MINUTE—The whole subject to which the foregoing letter relates, foreibly cails
the httention :of, the Board to the distempered feeling towardseach'other,' by'jivhi‘ch
seVeral'pf .the civil servants of the Bombay establishment, acting in Malabar‘unde‘r
the anthotity of this PESideney, have yon so many occ'asions" "appeared" to behe-
t‘uated. It-has morevthan ,oncebeen under‘consideration, whether so destructive and
hveterate-an-eyil. did not stand in heedzof a 'radical cure. ,Although the Bdard
cannotsdoubt- tlmtmchfi eurewouvl‘d bejustified by the whole tenor of the acrh‘ho—
nious‘audytecriminating eorrespondence between the patties. or relatihgto them,
Wilh1Whi£hy the ,reeordaofthej government, fdr several years past, abound, they
haVe n‘o disposition to” depart fromthat system of forbearanée with which they have
hitherto actetL {l‘he government. however, have a tight, and are belted torreqnite,
mrii'filctllimgly;.,(_.ti.i'<:;nthspect line .of‘ eqnduet ‘from those person’s'foriwhosre benefit alone
lhisfinbeamnce is exercised, They Would otherwise abandon those public interests
"If Whiclt'itheygare the guardians, _for.‘the sake'of, ,aVoiding ext. injury to individu‘gls,
whonlby‘ theirpertinacity inerrori, ,had .fOrfeited. tall‘title to‘such indulgent 'consi-
deration. The government‘are bound also to take care, that no adventitious circum.
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Fort St. George stances shall be allowed to agravate the long established animosity among the civilP899“: servants in Malabar. The evil which the government contemplates with such regret,State of Slavery would otherwise grow progressively more and more alarming, till at length the strong
,

52,2353? remedywhich it has been the desire of government to avoi had become indispen.
L_\,___.J sably necessary.

Governed by these principles, the Board conceive, that to repeat the expression
of their approbation of 4 the conduct. of Mr. Baber, would go but little way towards
counteracu'ng the bad effects of the transactions which have been brought under their
notice.‘ Those transactions arecalculated to embitter still more the personal ~feeli'n
which had before prevailed among the civil servants in Malabar, and to prevent,
even in the common course of affairs, but still more on the-possible occurrence of
seasons of danger and difliculty, any cordial co-operation on their part 'for' .the
public good, and any uninterrupted and unprejudiced attention to the duties with
which they are respectively entrusted, the simple intimation, that government
approves of the conduct of Mr. Baber, might even increasethese evils.

It seems therefore to be incumbent on the government to remove from Tellicherry
the different gentlemen who have taken part against Mr. Baber, in the transactious
upon which the advocate general was required to report. These gentlemen are,
Lieut. Brown, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Gahagan, and Mr. Harrison. It is particularly
necessary to adopt the proposed measure with regard'to the two last mentioned
gentlemen, as their conduct, however it may be viewed, has disqualified them for
answering the purpose for which it had been the aim of government gradually to
introduce into the administration of the civil alfairsof Malabar, gentlemen who,
while they owéd an undivided submission to the authority of this. presidency, were
also uninfected by those personal feelings which have taken such strong hold of the
minds of the gentlemen of the Bombay establishment.
The commander in chief is requested to direct, that Lieut. Brown, of His

.Majesty’s 80th regiment, do quit the province of Malabar; and Mr. Douglas, the
military paymaster in Malabar and Canara, will be required to reside in future at
Cenanore, the head quarters of those provinces.
The immediate efl'ect of these arrangements will be, to. prevent the recent occur-

rences from increasing the animosities prevalent among the public ofiicers in Malabar;
and if they operate as a warning to others, not affected by them, they will be pro-
ductive of more extensive benefit.

Resolved, That a letter, accordingNto the following draft, be dispatched to Mr-
Baber, the judge and magistrate of orth Malabar.

To the Judge and Magistrate, Zillah North Malabar.
Sir:.—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 12th

October last, and to inform you, that the Honourable the Governor in council con-
tinues to approve highly of your conduct, and agrees with you in thinking the case
proper to be the subject of a criminal prosecution, but that as the immediate cause
of the quarrel assigned by Lieut. Brown, Mr. Douglas, and Mr. Gahagan, was not
an act of yours necessarily in your public character, although closely connected
with it, the government think it proper, as well as more expedient, that the prose-cution should be carried on by yourself.

2.—-I am directed to transmit to you copies of the letters which have been ad-
dressed to the government by Messrs. Douglas and Gahagan, and Lieut. Brown, inexplanation of their conduct, and of the reports of the advocate general on thesubject.
.3.—The question noticed by Mr. Anstruther, how far Europeans, British sub—jects, may exercise the right of master over slaves, is under the consideration of

the government. I am, &c. 8m.

(signed) Wm. Thackeray, Chief Sec. to Government.‘
Fort St. George, 22d Jan. 1813. .

Approved, and ordered accordingly.

Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor in council of
Fort St. George, in the Judicial Department, dated 12th October 1814-
Letter from, dated 5th March 1813 (92 a 1 18), relative to the existing lawswith regard to the Slave Trade. I

Par. 43.—This subject will be noticed at a future opportunity.
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Pnoca‘snmcs 'in r81 2, relative to a Traffic in Slaves carried on by certain Fort St. George
Frenchmen from Cochin.‘ Pavel“:

State of Slavery

Extract of a Letter from the Governor in Council of Fort St. George, to iEI,C°'_1t‘:%"Y’3
the Court of Directors in the Political Department, dated»1:7th October em nes' ‘
1812.

14,—The resident at Travancore, having informed us, that several persons had Conn. 25 February.
been found confined in irons at Jangariacherry, a port dependent upon Cochin, for 24 March- ‘
the purpose of being transported ?as slaves, we directed,jthat the most effectual
steps, consistent with law, shohld be taken, to prevent the purchase and exportatioh
of slaves, and to bring to punishment any person who might have been concerned
in that nefarious traffic; the result of these proceedings will be communiCated to
your Honourable Court from the judicial department,

Extract, Fort 'St. George Political Consultations, 25th Feb. 1812.

Read, the following letter .from the resident at Travancore, to the chief secretary
of Government.

Sir :-—I regret that I am obliged to bring again under the notice of. the government,
the eVils of all efficient. regulation and authorityin the Dutch settlement of. Janga-
nacherry, at Quilon. During the disturbances, a considerable quantity of_ teak wood,
the property of the Bombay government, and of the circar, was seized by the prize
agents of the army, and placed in a piece of ground at Janganacherry,. attachedito
a house occupied by a half_,caste Frenchman named Coupaillis. The proceedings
of the prize agents having been disapproved, the wood was abandoned by them;
and as its value was included in the amount of expenses, of the war charged, the
government of 'Travancore, it of course became the property. ofa that government.
The late Dewan Womanah Tomby allowed the wood to remain unnoticed in the

place where it was collected by the prize agents; but soon after the Womanah
Tomby’s removal, I desired the pepper sarwady Karigar, who is charged with
the superintendence of all the commercial arrangements of the cirear, to takean
account of the wood, and place it under his custody. The pepper sarwady ,Kai‘igar,
the person' at whose recommendation principally the beetle-nut contract was granted
to Mrs. Zope, having, however, taken bribes from Mr. Coupaillis, who is ‘said to be
employed by Mrs.'Zope, deferred, under various exCuses, either to'take charge of
the wood, or'to report upon it. The unsatisfactory nature of the pepper ’sarwady
Karigar's proceedings induced me, about a month ago, to desire Captain Beale, the
superintendent of the bazars at Quilon, to ascertain the manner in which the wood
had been disposed of, and .to examine the remainder‘of it.
The result‘of Captain Beale's inquiries on this subject will be communicated to

the government as soon as I shall have received his report upon it; but the prin-
cipal object of this letter is to state, that when Captain Beale-went toJanganacherry,
a native of Travancore in irons, and having an iron chain upon him, came and
complained that he was placed in that situation by a "relation of Mr. Vally, a
Frenchman, for having left the service of Mr.:Vally, at Pondichenl'y. This poor

' man-stated, that it was intended to transporthim immediately to the slesof France,
as ,a slave, and that there were twenty-four persons at Mr.‘ 'Vally’s house at Jangu-
nacherry, 'confined in irons for the purpose of being transported as slaves at an
early opportunity. I forward Captain Beale’s letter, and the statement which was N'- l & ,
delivered to him; On receiving these papers, I desired Mr. Beale to send without '
delaytfor. the rest of. the prisoners from Janganacherry; and if he found the repre-
sentation that had beenmadei regarding them to be' correct, to-keep them‘ under- his
protection until I should receive the orders of the government. _

I transmit to you Captain Beale’s final report, confirming in every particular that N0 3.
representation. "'It' was formerly customary On this coast ”to purehase the children
of the poorest classes of the inhabitants, and. to transport them to. the Isle-of
France, and' other .places. This practice gives rise. to very great abuses; to the'
clandestine seizure of children. and other acts of violence,_and was strictly prohi-
bited in a'proclamation-published soon'after the war, and in another issued. by my
desire, about.six months ago. The inhabitants of Janganacherry, in defiance of the
.Pmcla‘mations, have contipued thepurchase of children,.,and._the papers which I now
t'raasm’it, furnish a sufficient illustration o£ the pernicious consequences of..that
practice. . .V

'2 5. > I Mr. Vally
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FortSt. George Mr. Vally is a Frenchman, who some months ago obtained the~ permission of
‘ Pave": the government to proceed to the Isle of France; but having stated to me, that he

"SIM“ °f 51“?" could not procure a passage from this coast, he received a passport from me to
1%22'333‘ proceed with his family to Madras, for the purpose of embarking at that place;

' I have since understood, that he has been permitted to reside at Pondicherry. Some
of his relations still reside at Janganacherry, and it was in their house that the
prisonei's reported by Captain Beale were found, But I have reason to believe,
that many other persons atJanganacherry are engaged in the. practice which
I have described, and I shall soOn have to report to the government, transactions
of. the same nature carried on "in Travanco're, 'under the orders of 'Mr. Murdock
Brown, at Mahé. V

Janganacherry is placed under the immediate superinteridence of a Portuguese
inhabitant; it is remote from the civil control of any European authority, _and being
situated close to a large military cantonment, it is'a receptacle for smugglers, thieves
and retailers of arrack and teddy., Considerable losses are sustained by the circar
from the‘contraband trade carried on from Janganacherry; and I again begper.
mission to suggest the propriety of this place being put, like Anjengo, under the
immediate control of the resident. ,

I have mentioned, in this letter, the name of- Captain Beale, superintendent of
bazars.‘ This person was formerly a conducter of stores on 'the Bombay establish-
ment, and during the Mysore war of 1 79!, gave very great satisfaction to his supe-
riors. He afterwards entered the Travancore service, and obtained the rank of
captain, with the command of a battalion, and the fort of Mawally Kally 3 having
refused to serve when the war commenced, he was thrown into prison, treated with
the utmost rigour, and plundered of all his property. No provision was made for him
after, and he gained a wretched subsistence by making» up and selling'furniture.
Having received an excellent character of this man, I recommended him 'for the
situation of superintendent of bazars at Quilon, and his conduct has been active,
honourable, and highly satisfactory. The bazars under his charge are efficient and

flourishing. I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. &c. 8w.
(signed) J. Munro, Resident.

Kolatory, February 7, 1812.

Extract of a Letter from Captain Beale, Superintendent of Bazars at Quilon,
to the Resident at Travancore, dated 24th January 181 2.

Yesterday evening, as I was examining the timber laying in Mr. Coupellis’s
garden, and endeavouring to discover the manner in which this timber had been
brought there, as also the people that brought it, and the sawyers who had been
employed from time to time in sawing it for Mr. Coupellis,‘ the quantity and quality
of timber so sawed, and from what part it was taken to be put ready for sawing, a
man in irons, and a» long iron chain, came to me, making his complaint that he was
confined in irons for these three months past, for leaving Mr. Vally’s service at
Pendiche'rry, and being a native of Travancore, I take the liberty to send to you
his statement, which will give you every information of this business.

I have sent for all the people that were employed in bringing this timber to
Mr. Coupelliss garden ; and as soon as I have i: all of them, and also the sawyers
and coolies who have had any thing to do with0 it, I will make my report to you
on the subject.

(A true extract.) (signed) J. Alum‘o, Resident.

Translation of a written Complaint delivered at Janganacherry, to Captain Beale,
Superintendent of Bazars at Quilon, by a prisoner named Komaren Agapun,
a Native of Travancore.

Last year Mr, Vally having come to reside at Doctor Macaulay's house at Kooria-
pully, engaged me in his service in the capacity of horse-keeper, on the pay of half
a chuckrum and 1+ padd ’~ of rice each day. I represented to him that this allowance
was insufficient, but he re used to increase it. Afterwards Mr. Vally came to Jangana-
Cherry, in order to set out for Pondicherry, when I stated to Madame Vally that my
pay was insuflicient ; she answered, that as she could not increase it, I might go where
I pleased, and I accordingly went away, and resided at Janganacherry with a person
called Sultan. Mr. Valley. a few days previously to his departure, gave a bribe of
eight chuckrums to Sultan, and induced Sultan to seize me, and deliver me OVeglItodhim-

a ame
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Madame Valley put me iuirons, and kept me in irons; and kept me in her house, and
on the day of her departure released me, took me with her to, Pondicherry, and em-
ployed me there in the cook room. Mr. Valley having at that time purchased a‘ horse,
and attached me to him on my former pay; I then fell sick, and the horse was entrusted
to another person. Soon afterwards'I left Pondicherry secretly, end‘came to Quilon,
where a Portuguese, named Anthony, 'seized me, and ’ delivered me over to
Mr. Valley’s nephew, Mr. Edmondl fora bribe of twelve chuckrums or .‘three
fanams. - Mr. Edmond seized me, tied me; put me in irons,‘ and confined me in a
small hole. Two or three festivals passed, and I Was not permitted to see ‘ them‘.
Afterwards, being very much distressed, and almOSt killed with hunger, I adopted
the resolution ofmaking my situation known to the resident, and'I have escaped to
you with my irons. Besides they have purchased in difl'erent parts of'Trayancore alid
Cochin, nearly twenty-four persons, whom they keep in confinement, ' for 'tthe
purpose of sending them to the Isle of France, .in a ship which they expect every
day. They have kept me in irons -or the purpose of. sending me away by the same
opportunity.

(A true translation.) (signed) J. JlIunro, Resident..

Extract of u Letter from Captain Beale, Superintendent of Bazars at Quilon,
to the Resident in Travancore, dated January 3lst, 1812.

Agreeable to your letter, dated the 28th instant, I sentto ML-Valley’s. house,
and brought from theme the slaves mentioned in the statement, which I sent on the
24th of this month.
There are four women grown, five small girls, and eleven small. boys, besides. the

man in irons. They all agree in the same story with the man that first 'came,_"’and
all expected to be sent off daily in a pattemar, where to they did not know, but they
supposed to the. Isle of France.

They are a most wretched set, and almost naked. There is one girl there still.
a Cofi'rey girl, in irons, whom Mr. Valley’s sister says she brought from the Isle of
France along with her, and they don’t choose to give that girl up. The above-
mentioned twenty-one are all of them of this country, Allephy, Quilon, Anjengo,
Poonterah ; the whole are all in custody till you are pleased to send further orders
respecting them.

(A true extract.) (signed) J. Munro, Resident.

Ordered, in consequence, that the following letters be dispatched.

To the Judge and Magistrate, Zillah,- South Malabar.

Sir :-—-I am directed by the honourable the ‘Governor'to transmit for your infor-
mation the inclosed- extract from a.letter from the resident at Travancore, under
date the 7th instant, and' to desire that you will immediately take the most effectual
steps, consistent with. law, to prevent the purchase and exportation of slaves from
your Zillah, and tobring to punishment any persons concernedin that nefarious
traffic, whose conduct may have exposed-them to the penalties of the law.

I am also directed to desire, that you will submit a list of all foreigners and de-
scendants of foreigners, residing at the south in your Zillah,.whom there may be
reason to suspect of being engaged in this traffic.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed) W Thackeruy, Chief Sec’ to Gov'.

Fort St. George, 25th February I 812.

The same to the Judge and Magistrate, Zillah, North Malabar.

To the Commanding Officer at Pondicherry.

Sir :—-I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit for
War information the inclosed extract of a‘letter from the resident at Travancore,
under date the 7th instant, and to desire that you will report all the information you
can obtain respecting Mr. Valley, the person concerned in the nefarious traffic
brought to the notice of Government in'Colonel Munro’s letter.

I am, .Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed) W" TIzackcray, Chief Secy to Gov‘;

Fort St. George, 25th February ISI2.
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«Fort St. George
Papers:

33°“ 0‘ 313V“? .Sir :-—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council to acknowledge
“TC°'?‘P‘3"Y" the receipt of your letter, under date the 7th instant, and to transmit for 'your in-emtones. , _ , ‘ .

formation, the mciosed copy of letters of this date, addressed to the magistrates
zillahs North and South Malabar, and to the officer commanding at Pondicherry.

- In communication with the magistrate, zillah North and South Malabar, you will
adopt immediately the most effectual legal measures for preventing the nefarious
traffic in slaves, and bringing the persons concerned in it to punishment.
The persons confined in irons have of course been released.
Arrangement will be immediately made for the establishment of an efficient system

for the. administration of justice and the police, in the ports of Cochin, Quilon,
J'anganacherry, and Anjengo.

'To the Resident in Travancore.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(signed) William Thackeray, Chief Sec. to Government.

Fort St. George, 25th February 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 24th March 1812.

Read the following letters from the officer commanding at Pondicherry.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.
Sirz—I have the honour to inclose you an examination of Mr. Vaily, taken at

Pondicherry on the 5th March; and a copy of his examination, taken at the police
ofiice on the 19th February last.

This is all the information I have hitherto been able to obtain respecting his
being concerned in the purchase of slaves. He informs me, that he is preparing an
explanation of his conduct, and treatment of his slaves, since his arrival in India,
which, when received by me, I shall not fail to transmit immediately to you, for the
inspection of the Honourable the Governor in council.

I have, 8w.
(signed) II. Fraser, Lieut. Col. commanding, Pondicherry.

Pondicherry, 11th March 1812.

Examination of Mr. Frangois Valley, taken at Pondicherry by Lieut. Colonel
Fraser commanding, 5th March 1 8| 2.

Question—How long have you been resident at Pondicherry?
Answer.——Since the month of June last.

2. Did you come from Travancore direct to Pondicherry?
I left Travancore on the 12th June, and arrived here on the 28th of the same

month. ‘

3.——Have you any slaves at Pondicherry ?'
I ha've five, and one child.

4.-Of what places are they natives?
One is from Madagascar, one from Bourbon (the mother of the child), and three

from Travancore.

5.——Had you any slayes at Pon'dicherry who have left you P
I had two; one byname Hypolite, a native of Bourbon ; and another called

Boniface, a native of Travancore.

6.—Do you know where they are gone P ,.
Hypolite is gone to Calicut, and, as I am informed, is now in the servxce of

Mr. Bill, commercial resident.

7.—-What is become of the other ?
He left me without leave, and went to Travancore, where he was laid hold of,

and is amongst those taken from my house by Colonel Munro.

8.—-.-Have
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8.——-Have you taken any measures to recover Hypolite?
I have; after I had 'inefi'ectually written about him to. Travancore, I applied to

the commanding-oflicer at- Pondicherry, and made an affidavit before the superin-
tendent of police, that -the man- was my slave, and had robbed me of a sumof
money.

9.—-—Have you a house at Tanganacherry?
Yes.

lo.—Who lives in the house?
Only a servant; itis in charge of my nephew, Mr. Edmond.’

1' 1.—'Have'you any slaves there, and what number? ‘
I have two, and one child. Colonel Munro having ordered away ‘sev'enteen, of

whom the greater part were children, born of slaves, my property.

I 2.-—Are any of them natives of India?
All of them are natives of India.

13.—Of what country are the two slaves, now in your house ?
They are from Bourbon, and one of them is the mother of the child already

mentioned.

14,—Where did you purchase the slaves that are nativesof India, or how
did you procure them P

I bought them in Travancore, by permission of. the resident (Colonel Macauley),..
and of the duvan, and the sale was always registered by the cutwal.

l5.—For what purpose did you get them P
I bought them to work about my house, and in my garden.

16.—Have you been at any time in the habit of sending them out of the
country, and where did you send them P

I never sent any'out of the country.

17,- Since your arrival in India, have you disposed of any of your slaves,
and where did you dispose" of them?

I have never disposed of any.

_18.—~Are any of them in irons, or were you ever in the habit of putting them
in irons?

I never did put any of them in irons, nor do I know that any of them were ever
put in irons; and if so, it was without any authority from me.

lg.-W'ere you in the habit of 'confining your slaves ?
Never.

20.——Do you know that there was a proclamation issued at Travancore soon
after the war, and another about six months ago, strictly prohibiting any
traffic in slaves? _

I heard of no such proclamations, nor have I,.purchased any slaves since the war.

2l.——Do you know of any other person or persons, who are or have been
engaged in a traffic of slaves?

I .know of many who purchased slaves to perform the duties of servants, but of
none who bought them with a view of traflic, or of sending them out of the country.

(signed) F. Valley.
Examined by me, '

(signed) H. Fraser, Lieutenant COloneI commanding, Pondicherry.

In the presence of, (signed) J. White.

Extrait des Registres du Dépositio’ns et Interrogatoires du Tribunal de la Police
-de Pondicherry.

Du dix-neuf Fevrier mil-huit cent douze.

Cejourd’ hui dix-neuviemejour du mois de Fevrier m‘il-huit cent douze, avant midi,
‘ est ‘comparie auTribunalde la Police de Pondicherry, par-devant nous, Joseph Jacques
André‘ White, Chef de Police 5 Pondicherry,‘ assisté de Mr.'Antoine Frangois
Balemi Declauren, grifiier des causes natives- en ~dit tribunal, le 'Si‘eur‘ Frangois

125, Vally.
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~Vally, negociant de‘cette ville, lequel nous a dit et declare, que dans la ‘nuit du
vingt.-huit.0ctobre dernier, un. des ses eselavgs, nouime fiypolite, a deserti de chez
lui, ayant emporté quelque argent qu’il lui voxt donneia ville pour ses depenses :. qu’
ayantcru que cet esclave s’étoit égaré dans ies enVirons de la ville, qu’il. en con-
noissait pas d’autant qu’il n’a jamais pu se doutewqu’il le quitteroit, il a attendu
jusque au premier Novembre suivant, pom: nous en fame sa declaration et nous dormer
son signalement: que ce méme jour premier Novembre étant entré par hazard dans
la chambre du dit Hypolite, il s’estappergu, qu’il avoit emporté tout son surge, ce qui
ne lui a plus laissé'de doute sur son evasion: qu’ ayant informé Monsieur Edmont
son neveu, é Coilon,.de la fuite d'u dit Hypoiite, il a appri quecet esclave étoit allé
le trouver :1 Coilon, ~qu’il lui avoit demandé sa grace pour avoir quitté son maitre,
et qu’il a resté 3. son ser’vice pendant quelque terms : que le Sieur Edmont l’ayam
ehsuite e'nvoyé- pour quelque commission z‘t Aleppe, il étoit mis au service ‘de
Mr. Bell, resident‘comme'rcial A Calicut; qu’ils a écrit alors' A Mr. Jussant ”pour
réclamer ce noir du dit Sieur Bell; que le Sieur Bell a répondu an S' Jussant, qu’il
prenait ce noir saus sa protection, et qu‘il ne la rendroit que lorsque lui-dit Sieur

avoit pourvu qu’il son esclave, ainsi que le
la correspondehce qu’il a eu avec ie Sieur Jussant, et celle du Sieur Jussant avec
le Siein" B. M. dent il nous a exhibé les originaux A l’instant, par ce plus par nous ne
varietur. Que ce noir est compris comme esclave dans le dol de Madame Vally,
son-epouse, et mentionné comme tel dans son contrat de mariage qu’il ne puit nous rc-
mettre, parcequ’il existe A Coiion, et qu’il nous fait la presente declaration pour
que cet esclave soit amené en ville, pour étre remis entre les mains de la justice.

De laquelle deposition, 1e dit Sieur Vally nous a réquis acte, dont acte pour lui
servier et valoir ce que de raison, et a signé.

Fait et arreté le dit jour et an y dessus, et avons signé ainsi.

(signé) F. Valley. J. White.
A. Dulaurcn, Griflier.

Collationné. (signé) A. Dulauren.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.

Sir:—-—I havethe honour to inclose you a representation from Mr. Vally (and
translation of the same), wherein he further explains his treatment of his slaves,
and_.the purposes for which he purchased them, which I request of you to submit
to the Honourable the Governor in' Council.

I have, &c.
(signed) 11. E'aser, Lieut. Colonel commanding,

V . , Pondicherry.
_ Pondicherry, 14th March l8l2.

'To the Hanourable Sir George H. Barlow, Bart. K. B. and Governor
in Council, Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir:.—I beg leave to lay before your Excellency my justification,
respecting the complaints which I so so undeservedly and unexpectedly am charged
with of whichI am- also just informed, and which had been addressed to your
Excellency by Lieut. Colonel Munro, resident at Travancore.
On the 5th instant, '1 was called by Lieut. Colonel Frazer, commanding at

Pondicherry, who asked some questions about'the time of my arrival in India;
when I left the Malabar coast, the time of my arrival at Pondicherrv, the number
of my slaves, how- and for what purpose I purchased them, &c. My having satis-
fied him on all the different questions, and signed on the next day,‘ in the presence
pf the superintendent-of police, the verbal process drawn out by Lieut. Colonel
Frasier; l on the same day wrote to him, in order to shew how deeply I was affected
with that interrogatory, and persuaded that such a measure cOuldonly proceed from
a superior order gi-venvon account of some complaints made against me; I also
pxpressed to him how much -I was concerned for my honour, to be acquainted with
the nature .of those. complaints, and begged, that in case there existed any, to be so
kind has as to let me know them, that I may be able to answer and justify myself
at the (same time before government.

licut.
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Lieut. Colonel Frazer then acquainted me with the motive of the complaint
transmitted to him by government, and which rendered the above stated interro-
gatory necessary. Isaw With as much surprize as regret, it contained the most
serious accusations, and led only to dishonour me, and entirely injure my character
before a governmenttboth just and enlightened, under the protection of which I live
these nine years, and to which I may surely state, having given hitherto no cause
of dissatisfaction, by the goodrconduct I alwayslkeep,
._,I 'saw that I was accused, from the reports made to Lieut.-Colonel Munro by
Captain Beal, superintendent of the bazars at Quilon, for having bought slaves on
the Malabar coast, to carry on a shameful trade in the view of sending them to the
1338 of France :to be sold ; that I was likewise charged for having treated these slaves
with the utmost cruelty, kept them without clothes or food ; at last, for having con-
fined them in irons.

If the least part of these facts was true, I have without doubt every reason to
fear the severity of government; but encouraged by both my innocency and equity,
which your Excellency so publicly shew, I am perfectly easy, and have nothing to
expect from preventions; butat the first time when some imputations of such a
nature can perhaps give rise against me, pursaded that they shall soon be vanished
throughthe evidences of my justification, which I now have the honour to submit.

I will first'state to your Excellency, that I truly purchased, like many other
persons; some slaves on-the - Malabar coast, but I did‘it with the permission of
Lieut. ColonelMacaulay, then resident at Travancore, several years previous to the
prohibitions made by Lieut. Colonel Munro, and upon the express conditiOn that
I willvnot have them exported.

I am quite ignorant of the reasons that induced Lieut. Colonel Munro to believe
I was intentioned to have them transported to the Isle of France, to be sold. The
only one, perhaps, which may offer some notion of likelihood, shall be the quantity
of those slaves, amounting to one-and-twenty in number, of whom three are at
present with me at Pondicherry, and eighteen in my house in Quilon ; but in that
number there were many very young; some were born in my house, and others
purchased with their mothers, and who consequently can be of no use to me; as
for those who were able to serve me, I employed some to cultivate my garden, and
the rest to the interior service of my house. I may further state, that in purchasing
them, I was less guided by views of personal interest, than by a mere act of
charity; and in truth, the most of them were more burdensome than useful to me,
but nevertheless, I never had any intention of selling them. I shall here, observe,
that two of them who made their escape, after having stolen from me, the one of
whom is called Boniface, and whom I shall hereafter mention, I never had any
reason of complaining against them, and on their part, they never shew any desire
of leaving me. '
To justify myself of the design they suppose me to have entertained of sending

those slaves to the Isle of France, it would be sufficient to state here, that God
alone is the judge of intentions, and that they have no right to search» in my
thoughts, nor to punish me for a guilty design I could have formed, unless it could
be proved I contrived to carry it into execution ; and I .may add, that the only
persons who depose against me are .my ownslaves, and that consequently their
deposition is inadmissible; and besides, if I should have entertained the design of
having them sold at the Isle of France, I would not have told it to any body, and
”especially to themselves; but I do hereby solemnly declare, upon my son} and
conscience, that it' never came into my thoughts to make of them an'obJect of
speculation, and still less to send them to the Isle of France, nor into any other

‘ colony; and the most certain proof .I can give of it is, that CV6? since they had
been in my possession, I have not sold one, thOugh it would have been very easy
for me to do it, and even to send them to the Isle of France on board the neutral
vessels which at that'period were trading in India. How, then, supposmg .even
I Could have conceived the design to have them sold at the Isle of France, how can
I now have the idea of executing it,‘ whilst there is communication wrth the, island
but by English Vessels, and that there is no, one ignorant of that trade being pro-
hibited by government~upon the most severe pains? Is not that reflexron more
than sufficient to prove that is as unlikely as impossible, that I may have formed the
design which I am charged with. . , .
I believe,- Honourable Sir, having sufficiently proved that the desrgn which I

'am imputed with, ”for having wished to transport and have my slavessold at Its:
125. . *
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Isle of France, is destitute of all foundation, I only haVe to. justify myself 0n theill treatment they suppose I had inflicted'upon them.
Captain Beal,_ in his first.report to Lieut;.Col. Mame, states .having met inMr. Courpalais’s garden a man in irons called Komorixi.LAgapen, ' who._complaihedof having.beeh»_plaeed ‘in that ‘sitnationyby’my nephew, Mrt‘Edmondfnzahdmld

him that. he was. enga ed in my service as a horse-keeper, ‘receivin "from me hiswages; and further; _t at he had frequently asked me toincijeasetlt, and'that itlast he made his'escape from Pondicherry, ‘Where he followed me?;_'and thay'onhis return in Quilon, he' had been arrested, afid' put in‘ irOns,'&c.
I As forthat charge, I observe, ust, that this man is not free! though he‘seem‘swilling to bereputed as such, since he said that he received wages-,‘it must be fronihis. .own statement. The Same individual I purchased .at Travancore, whomI named Boniface; and brought to Pondicherry, .thOugh I had tr‘eaSonsfto: be‘dissatisfied‘witb him, as he 'had once before'committ'ed in my‘house ato'bber ,‘ ifm-which he was punished in Quilon byMr. Nillo, who [had the superintegding of'gthepolice‘ at Tangaracherry. 2d, That I never gave him wages, as he was my: slave,and fed and clothed like the rest at my expense. 3d, That it is true that he'secretlmade his "escape," but the true reason of it he'appears diSsembling, and-whicfiI must reveal, is nothing el_se but ahother robbery-he just committed of somemeney given to him for my table expenses. 4th, In short,— it is "also true, that thisman, having afterwards returned ’to Quilon, was arrested, and kept amongst my otherslaves; tut I am entirely ignorant if he :had been put inirons, as Inever orderedit ; .and if the case be so, it must have been dene by‘ my horsekeeper *tomy greatdisapprobation, and not by my nephew, Mr. Edmond, who. by his character, is fa}-from beingable to neither commit or an act of such a nature.
Captain Beal, in his second report, states having caused to be brought frOm myhouse four women, five young girls, and eleven young boys; besides the man put inirons, and that they were in the mbst distressed condition, and almost naked.I already had the honour to. state. to, your Excellency, that I left only eighteenslayes in” my house at Tanganacherry, and it is extraordinary enough that there arenow one-and-twenty. The wretched state wherein it is thOught they were found,has, I trust, been much exaggerated; for it is easy for melto prove, not Only by theaccounts of my house expenses, but also by the testimony of respectable personsI got acquainted with at Travancore, for the eight years I resided there, that I alwaystreatedfiiy slaves as a good master ought to do. I will likewise prove, that eversince my, departure from Qoilon, I took all the necessary ameasures with mynephew to have them ~decently maintained. I further keep a writer in Quilohmerely for that purp03e, and was waiting for a convenient opportunity by sea; notto send them to the Isle'of France, as they say, but to carry them to Pondicherry.What are then the reproaches brought against me, and from whence 'do thes‘e'comapla'ints arise? ' Had .I not‘fulfilled towards my ‘slaves; and even' beyond all theindulgences- that-human’ity-réquires P If I had given th‘em-any cause of- Complaint;if I had treated them inhumauly, who could have forbidden them, particularlyhavingbeen absent frOm Quilon these nine months past, to claim justice and pro-tection, 'that’govemment has at all times granted to the oppresSed of whatever con-dition they may be; but‘did they do so ?—and even at the moment when they had.been carried away by force from my house, giving them a liberty they had notclaimed, and perhaps far from wishing it, to the exception (of one alone, namedBonifaée, whocertainly onght not to have had a great desire remaining with ’me,as I already stated I had much'cause of dissatisfaction 'with him. Is there ‘anywho complained of my treatment "towards them? No, certainly; and there isnot a more convincing proof of the mild and humane treatment they have alwaysexperienced from me.
I can assure your Excellency, that the statement I 'just have the honour to makeis founded upon the most exact truth, and I dare flatter myself it must‘be suflicientfor my justification; however, Honourable Sir, ‘I , am far from wishing your EXcel-lency to rely entirely on my words, and the delicacy of my reputation obliges 1119,01!)the contrary,to beg your Excellency to cause that affair to be -pr05ecuted accordingto the judicial 'form‘, ‘and with the greatest publicity. The satisfac’tionit mightresult'from it, could but show my innocency in its fullest light; ~ should yourExcellency be desirous to obtain further evidences than mine, in the manner howI purchasedvmy‘slaves at Travanc'ore, and how I‘pdnstantly treated them,'it is Veryeasy .to [get respecting it, all satisfactory instructions from difl‘erent persons‘whO'r-were

' at
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at that time'residing in Quilon, or in its vicinity, and particularly from Dr. Ma-
caulay, with whom I always lived during my Stay at Travancore, as well as from
Lieutenant Colonel Hall, who resides there for several years past. I doubt not
their-depositions will be conformable to What I just had the honour to state.

After‘the judgment-passed on that point, either by the supreme court, if your Ex-
cellency deems it proper to'lay before‘them, or by your Excellency, a judgment I
expect with the most perfect'secu’rity, persuaded it can be‘ but favourable for me,
I'would doubtless have the right to claim the slaves carried away by force from my
house, since I had purchased them at the knowledge and with the permission of
z-the resident at 'Travancoré, and being consequently 'my property; ‘but as it appears
now that they by their own will, or by the instigatibn of others, wish for their
liberty, I agree with all my heart that it be restored to them; and I also sacrifice
with much-pleasnre the money I laid out for them ; I sincerely wish they may never
have reason to repent of the ungrateful steps they have taken towards me.

I am induced to believe, Honourable Sir, that Colonel Munro, in the complaint
he" addressed to your Excellency against me, has been in'clined but by a statement of
humanity and .eommiseratio‘n for individuals he thought oppressed, and in that
sense I can~ but do justice'to his intentions; but at the same time, it is painful for
me to see, that he could have so easily depended upon' imputations of so serious a
nature from a single report, destitute of proofs, and without having contrived to be
certain if these imputations were true or not. '
Idid not deem it necessary, Honourable Sir, to answer to that part of Colonel

Munro’s letter, where it is spoken of the passport he granted .me when I left Tra-
vancore in‘ the view of proceeding to the Isle of France, this being a matter quite
strange to the Complainthe addressed to your Excellency against me ; it will be
sufficient to observe, it is true that when I’ left Travancore I had the design to pro-
ceed to the Isle of .France, but circumstances having not permitted it, I resolved to
give up this id‘ea‘,_ “and fix myself with my family at Pondicherry. ’_ I reside here for-
merly nine mouthsat the knowledge and with the permission of government;
Lieutenant Colonel Fraser, who commands here, may give 'an account of my be-
haviour to your Excellency, and may also ascertain, if it has not always been that of
an honest and peaceable man.

I have, 8m.
Pondicherry, 14th March 1812. (signed) F. Valley.

Ordered to lie on the table until the further report of the resident at Travancore
and the magistrate at Malabar shall have been received, when the whole subject will
be taken into consideration.

Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor in council of
Fort St. George, in the Political Department, dated 10th August 1814.
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Letter fiom, dated 17th October' 1812 (14), mentions
. that several persons had been found in irons at Jangana-

P. 64.——Transferred to the Judicial department. cherry, a port dependenton Cochin, for the purpose of being~
transported as slaves, and that the result would be commu-
nicated from the Judicial Department.

PAPERS relative to a Portugueze Ship, laden with Slaves, which sailed from
Calicut to Goa in 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George'Judicial Consultations, 20th November 1812.

Read the followingletter from the magistrate in Zillah, North Malabar.

To the Chief Secretary to Government.
Sir :—The accompanying copy of a report made by the officiating master attend‘

am at Calicut to the oflicer commanding. the proviqces, of the arrival ofna Portu-
gueze vessel on this coast from Mozambique, with a cargo of 'slaves, was. forwarded
to- me. by Colonel Lockhart, toprepare me against her touching at any portmthm
thfijlll'iSdiction of this Zillah ;‘but not having heard further‘oftthisyessel, I. conclude
the magistrate. has proceeded aecording to law. again$trthe -commander,_.. o; detained
Ihefyessel until the receipt of the orders} of government. 3 ,In orde1;,that I may poe-

' e@5841...clear rule of guidance for my conductin. theexent of a gimilaiz arnival‘m ithns»
Zillah, I beg'to request, that ”I may be faVourecfwith the special opinion of thelegal
adviser of government.

125'. ,_ , By
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By the exposition already given by that officer, under date the 14th May last, of
the statute 51 Geo. 3, his opinion is confined to persons residing within the King’s

it is evident, from the case he has quoted in his previous letter; dated the 14th April,
which was written before he was aware of the Felony Slave Act,-of an American slave
ship having been seized, carried, into a British port, and confiscated under thevpro.
.visions of the Act 47 Geo. 3, and the opinion he has founded thereon, that as far as
relates to the release from slavery, our courts in India would act upon the same
principle, and the statute of 5| Geo. 3, being enacted for rendering more effectual the
Act 47 Geo. 3, and being expressly declared to extend to all Persons. vyhatsoever, being
concerned in any way in such practices, in any of. the dommlous m hls ‘MaJesty’s pos-
session, or under the government of the East India Company, It would seem that any
person, whatever might be his-natlon or.colour,- receiving on board, to be carried as
an article .of trade, or even be used as, a slave, touchingat any port of British India,
comes under the meaning and intent of the Felony Slave Act.
The Honourable the Recorder of Bombay has, in‘charge to the grand jury, on the

12th'0ctober last, adverted‘to the slaVe trade subject,.and the aforegoing opinion
appearing to be in unison therewith, as well as_the spirit of that. delivered. by the
advocate general on the 14th April, I shall accordinglyconform myself thereto, as
constituting the.m‘ost safe rule for interpreting the late and former Acts, .should the
slave vessel in question or any other slave vessel call at any port within‘thiszillab,
until I am favoured 'with more specific instructions through the regular channel of
.my own government. I have, &c.

(signed) T. II. Baber. Magistrate.
Zillah, North Malabar, 10th Nov. 1812.

LIST of Arrivals and Departures of Ships and Vessels at and from the Port of CA Lxcu'r.
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Nov. 2

 
St.Antonio A. Joze Portuguese 9 4o Mosambique Goa None Slaves,

Aguido. iron, &c.       
' (signed) Robert Lay, Master Attendant.

To Colonel Lockhart, Commander of the Provinces, Cananqre.
Sitz—I herewith inclose you a report of the arrival of ‘a Portuguese snow. from

Mosambique. I am, &c.

- (signed) Robert Leg, Master Attendant.
Calicut, November 2d, 1 81 2. '

Ordered in consequence, that a letter of the following tenor be dispatched to the
advocate general.

To the Advocate General.
Sir :—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council, to transmit to

you theaccompanying copy of a letter from the magistrate of North Malabar, and
to request that you will state, what instructions it may seem to you to be proper for
the governmentto furmsh to that office. I have, 8m.

(signed) David Hill, Secretary to Government.
Fort St. George, 20th N0v. 1812.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 4th December 1812.
Read the following letter from the advocate general:

To the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department.
Sit:—.I have considered the subject of your letter of the 20th ult. and the com,

mumcatlons from the magistrate in North Malabar.
Upon reference to the statute.5| G'eo. 3. c. 23, I see that the penalties of the Act

attach to all persons resxdmg or being within British territories. There is 'no crime,
under
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under the Portuguese law, in pursuing the slave trade; importation of slaves into their
colonieg being still notoriously permitted. ' A Portuguese subject is 'therefOre guilty
pf no ofl'ence,~ so long as he and the slaves continue in the ship in which he has
brought'them from Africa or elsewhere, the penalties attach only on importing. I
should think, however, that the discovery of an attempt to import slaves into the
British territories; ~in fraud of the statute under false papers and invoices or any other
artifice; shewing a knowledge of the law and a desig'uto evade it, would juStify a
magistrate in‘directing the ship to be_ seized, althOugh even in that case, without
actual importation by landing the slaves, I do‘ uot feel‘confident that a‘ conviction
could follo‘w,‘- nor‘any~penal consequence. - But whefe‘a Portuguese to whom the trade
in- slaves is- legal, brings his cargo to a' British port ropenly, 'as an article of traffic,
evidently. not knowingthe “prohibition, I think it clear under the statute, ‘that the
mere arrival would not constitute a crime, 'and I'should rthinkiit the duty‘of ‘those
who know the law,-to warn him of it, and of the dangeri of landing with his’ slaves.
If he were to import them after such notice,- he would be justly liable to all the con-'
sequences of’ the Act, but I think not otherwise. .

I am, &c.
(signed) A'. Amtruther, Advocate General.

Fort St. George, 3d December 1812.
Ordered, in consequence, that a letter of the following tenor, be dispatched to the

magistrate in North Malabar.

To the Magistrate, North Malabar.

Sir :-—~I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council, to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter, dated the I 0th ult., and to furnish, for your information and-
guidance, the annexed copy‘bf a report regarding it, which has been submitted by
the advocate general. I am, &c.

(signed) David Hill, Secretary to Government.
Fort St. George, 4th December 1 8 1 2.

PAPERS relative to certain Abyssinian Slaves and Females from Kutch,
imported into India in 1814.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor in council of Fort St. George, to the
Court of Directors in the Political Department, dated 26th September 1816.

Para. 37.—The government of Bombay having informed us of a complaint pre-
ferred by a dependent of the Pacha of Egypt, against certain public servants in the
province of Malabar, for being implicated in the seizure of some Abyssinian slaves
and females from Kutch, we referred to the Board of Trade and the magistrate of
South Malabar on the subject, and from the replies which we received,rit appeared
that the accusation against the public servants was without foundation ; but the
magistrate being of opinion that. two persons, named Ruthin Chund and Kalingib
Kany Korooland others, of ,whomt, he petitioner had complained, were liable to
prosecution for having enslaved the girls, deemed it proper tobring them to trial;
'the prisoners, however not haying‘been found guilty were released.

38.—\Ve Communicated our proceedings; to the government at'Bombay, and re.
quested to be informed of their wishes regarding the disposal of‘ the. Abyssinian
slaves and females from Kutch, who remained under the charge of the magistrate of
South Malabar. The Right Honourable the Governor in council at Bombay hav-
ing requested that the Abyssinians might be sent to that presidency, in order
that they might be. returned to Egypt, and that» the females also might be
sent to Bombay, unlessthey could be satisfactorily provided for on the coast; we
informed the magistrate thereof, and directed him fully to explain to the Abyssinians
the intention of the government of Bembay,,and to leave it to their option, whether
they would be sent to that presidency, or endeavour to" procure employment and
subsistence for themselves by other means; and we further desired the magistrate
to report the best and most humane mode of disposing of the females from Kutch.
Mr. Pearson informed us in reply, that the; Abyssiniane did not wish to return to
Egypt. We have approved the manner in which he has enabled them to obtain
subsistence fox themselves, and the arrangement which he proposed for marrying
the females from Kutch. We have authorized him to incur the estimated charge on
both accounts, amounting to pagodas, 133,17,3o and have reported our proceedings
to the government of Bombay.
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Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 18th November 1814...

Read the following letter from the secretary to the government at Bombay, from
S. Babington, Esq. secretary to government:

To George Strachey, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, at Fort St. George,
29th October 1814.

Sir :—-I amiustructed to transmit to you, for the purpose of being laid before the
Right honourable the Governor in council, the accom anying copy of a paper, con-
taining information obtained from Synd Hussin Bin hmed Hubushee, the transla.
tion of a letter from his Excellency Mahomed Alee, the basha of Egypt, and the
copy of a letter from the British consul; and to inform you, that the person charged
with his Highness the Pascha’s commands, intends to proceed toCalicut, for the pur.
pose of claimingrestitution of the property which he represents to have been seized.
2.—I am further diiected to acquaint you, that the Right honourable the Governor

has given a reply to the Basha’s letter, and informed his Highness, that the considera-
tion of the present case has been submitted to the government of Fort St. George.

I have, &c.
(signed) S. Babington, Secretary to Government.

Bombay Castle, 29th October 1814.

Information obtained from Synd Hussin Bin Uhmud Hubushee, the brother of
Hajee Moosullim, who was recommended to the governor’s attention, by the Turkish
Viceroy, and the British consul in Egypt.

Hussin Bin Uhmud states, that Uhmud Bin Salim Noemin proceeded about two
years ago, in the command of a dow of his own, from Egypt to the coast of Malabar;
that on his arrival at Calicut, Uhmud Bin Salim’s person was arrested, and thereon
taken into custody; that several slaves who Were on board, were clandestin‘ely lauded
by Coonjee Coree Mefa, and are retained by him; that the person also received
from Uhmud Bin-Salim on his own account and that of his superior, the sum of
3,000 rupees previously to his enlargement. Synd Hussin Bin Uhmud states, that
Mr. Gillio was the judge and magistrate at Calicut, at that period; and that he
(the Synd) is now sent to India, to endeavbur to procure the restoration of those
slaves. and the payment of the said sum of 3,000 rupees.

It also appears, from a letter addressed by Uhmud Bin Salim to Syed Hussin,
dated the I 5th August, that a ‘part of the money above-tnentioned, was paid through
one Ruttonchind, a part through one Hussin Mamoo, and the residue through the
person to whom the letter is addressed ; it states, that four of the slaves were native
Abyssinians, valued at 400 dollars, five were Rajpoots, at 250 dollars, and'eight
were females, valued at 800 dollars, making altogether 1,450 dollars; but he adds,
that the British authorities were uninformed of these circumstances. The writer also
tells his correspondent, that 'he had written him a letter explanatory of all circum-
stances; by another vessel; that he inclosed a letter from the Viceroy of Egypt,
claiming the restitution of whatever had been receivedfrom him, and desiring him
in case of a refusal of restitution, to report the circumstance to the Viceroy of
Egypt, with the cause of sueh refusal, as his Excellency being well acquainted with
the case, would adopt the necessary measures to procure indemnification ; urging at
the same time, his correspondent to omit no‘ exertion in his power to effect ‘that
object; and appealing to him, as one acquainted with the couduct pursued towards
him, with the imprisonment he had suffered, and the disgrace he had experienced,
in being thrown into trons, and plundered. He states, however, that he might be
satisfied with the restoration of the slaves, and the repayment of the money, desiring
his correspondent, in case of refusal, to get one of those implicated in this transac-
tion, to repair to the presence of the Basha, to be confronted with his Excellency,
who would then act as he might deem proper. The writer, moreover, enjoins his
correspondent not to think lightly of his communication, because the matter would
lead to important consequences; and intimates, that it is in the power of the Basha
to arrange the business, should he be so disposed.
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Translation of a Letter from his Excellency Mahomed Alee, Basha of Egypt,
to the Address of George Brown, Esq. Governor of Bombay, dated 7th
Zelkaaa 1228,‘ or lst November 1813, A. c.

After expressing my earnest desire for an interview, and requesting information
regarding the state of your health, I shall proceed to state my object in addressing
it. In the first place, I have to inquire respecting your situation; and secondly,
to inform you, in a friendly way, that Haja Moosullim, the son of Sulim, a par-

ticular friend 0f mine, and who now proceeds to that quarter, is my servant and
dependent, worthyiof every attention, I therefore hope, from 'your friendship,
that you will not allow anybody to molest or annoy him, and you mIISt'treat him

with mildness.

(A true translation.) (signed) Richard Thomas Goodwin,
Sec’ and Translator in the Office of Country Correspondence.

His Excellency the Right Honourable, Sir Evan Nepean, B‘.

Sir :—-I have been earnestly requested by the Austrian consul general, in this coun-
try, to recommend to your Excellency’s protection, the bearer, Salim Eba Niram, mas-
ter of a dow, who is about to sail for India, with a cargo ofgoods belonging to Hadja
Mekki Holani, a respectable merchant of this place. It appears, that in aformer
voyage to Bombay, Salim Eba Niram was there mistaken for a Uahabee, which
subjected him to considerable difficulties in transacting the busineSs that carried him
thither; and it is to prevent a recurrence ofa similar inconv'enienee that I have been
applied to for this letter, with— which, however, I should have been unwilling to fur-
nish him, had I not been assured, that he has also been recommended to your
Excellency by the Viceroy of Egypt. I have, &c.

Cairo, 19 November 1 813. (signed) Ernest Mssett.

Ordered, in consequence, That the followingletter be dispatched to the Board of
Trade.

To the President and Members of the Board of Trade.

Gentlemen :--I am directed to transmit to you the inclosed ccpy of a letter from
the secretary at Bombay, and to desire that you will submit to the Right honourable
the Governor in council, such information on the subject to which it relates, as the
records of your office may afl'ord, or as you may be enabled to obtain from the
commercial residents, or from the collector of sea customs in Malabar.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. Strachey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, 1 8th November 1 8 1 4.

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 2lst March 1815.

Read the following Letter from the.Secretary to the Board of Trade.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.

Sir :——I am directed by the president and members of the board of trade, to ac-
knowledge the receipt of our letter of the 1 8th November last, and. to state, for the
information of the Right honourable the Governor in council, that the collector of
sea customs in Malabar and Canara, has reported, that no part of the custom ser-
vants were implicated in the seizure of the slaves alluded to,' and that none of them
had received any bribe, as set forth in the deposition forwarded by the Bombay
government. I have, &c.

(signed) E. Smalley, Secretary.

Madras, Board of Trade Office, 9th Feb. 1815.

Ordered, in consequence, That the following Letters be dispatched.

To the Judge and Magistrate of the Zillah of South Malabar.
. .Sirz—I am directed to transmit to you the inclosed copy of a dispatch from the
Secretary at Bombay, relative to a complaint preferred by a dependent of the
basha of Egypt, against certain public servants in the province of Malabar. I
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2.—-It is the desire of the Right honourable the Governor in council, that in
communication with the late judge and magistrate, you will submit an early report
of all the circumstances connected with the alleged grievance.

I have, 8w.
(signed) G. Strachey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, 2lst March 1815.

To G. W. Gillio, Esq. Third Judge of the Provincial Court of Appeal and
Circuit, for the Western Division.

Sir :——I am directed'by the Ri ht honourable the Governor in council, to trans-
mit for your information and guiEance, the inclosed copy of a letter from the Scene.
cretary at Bombay, under date the 29th October last, and of the orders dispatched
in consequence, to the judge and magistrate of the Zilla of South Malabar, of this
date. I have, &c. &c.

‘ (signed) G. Strachey, Chief Secretary.
Fort St. George, 2lst March 1815. ‘

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, lst July 1815.

Read the following letter from the Magistrate in the Zillah of South Malabar.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.

Sir:—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st
March last, inclosing copy of a dispatch from the government of Bombay, and desir-
ing that I should, in communication with the “late judge and magistrate, submit a
report of all the circumstances connected with the alleged grievance of Ahummud
Bin Salim, a merchant and naqued‘ah, who traded to this coast in 1812—13.

2;——In obedience to the orders of the Right Honourable the Governor in council,
I have now the honour to state, that in the month of January 1813, a report was
made to the judge and magistrate by the tarmadar of Beypoor; and also by certain
merchants of Calicut, touching the arrival in the Beypoor river of two Arab
Vessels from Kutch, on board which, besides the crew, there were Observed several
women and' children, apparently Hindoos, and evidently under restraint; the treat-
ment which these poor people received from the individuals composing the crew,
was at the same time described to be such as to demand the prompt interference of
the magistrate. The two Arab vessels were accordingly ordered to be searched,
and certain women, boys, and girls, all apparently of the Rajpoot caste, and thirteen
in number, were brought to the court, and some of the eldest underwent an examin-
ation by the magistrate.

3.5—From the-narrative given by these people, it would appear that the Arab
vessels arrived? at- Kutch duriqg the famine of 1 812; that the poorer classes being
in‘a state of actual starvation, individuals were glad to throw themselves or their
children, for a few rupees, into the hands of anybody who would give them food.
Under these circumstances of distress, thewomen and children in question em-
barked with the Arabs, and were brought from Kutch. Such of the females as
were‘old enough, there is little doubt were treated in the manner alluded to by
Mr. Gillio in his answer to my letter; ‘and. that gentleman, taking into consider-
ation‘ their forlorn conditiori, the declaration of the women, that nothin short of
violence should induce them again to go on board the vessels, and the og‘er‘ made
by Ruttun Chund (a Kiitch man), and other merchants, to maintain and procure
them the means of returning to their own Country, deemed it to be his duty to set
them free, and at liberty to return to their native place, depending upon the word
of the Said Ruttun Chund, a principal and apparently respectable merchant, to
send them back to Kutch, between which port and Calicut vessels in which he had
a concern were frequently passing.

4.——It further appears, that during the investigation above mentioned, the
Noquedathhmmud, as also the commander of the second vessel, were brought to
the court,‘ and kept under. restraint during the day-time for three successive days,
being allowed to .go away each evening, on bail giVen by Kalingil Kuny Koroo.
There does not appear ’to me to be the least foundation for that part of the
noquedah’s complaints; in which he states his having been put into irons, the place
in Which“ he was detained as abo'Ve, as distinct from the jail, being one of. the moans

un er
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under the then court-hous'e, aPPmPTiflte-d' principally to the confinement of
debtors.

5.—-Such is simply the plain statement of the matters adverted. to in the paper of
information delivered in at Bombay by Seyed Hussen, as farm the knowledge and
concurrencevof the judge and magistrate extended; butother circumstances of a
very difihreytcomplexion appear to have taken place unknownto the magistrate; if
any fair. o‘rt-Just inference can be .drawn‘ from the information conveyed in the
numerous and tediohsexaminations which have been taken byme in the hope of
arriving at the truth.: In their present defective state, however, but few of the
facts advanced admit of judicial proof, and it might therefore be unbecoming in me
to state the impression my own mind'__has received regarding them, as it is possible
my conclusions may ultimately prove erroneous.‘ On this consideration I feel it
my duty to confine myself to observing, that there is strong reason to suspect,
that the Noquedah Ahummud suffered, indignities and ‘very injurious treatment
at the instance of Kalingil Kany Koroo, Ruttun Chund, and others leagued with
them; first, inhhaving had four of his Abyssinian slaves enticed away, to be em-
ployed in a ship then building. at Beypoor by Kany Koroo, and now sailing under
the name of the Jenarzin ; and, secondly, in having had upwards of 2,200 rnpees
extorted from him.

6.-—-_-The absence of the noquedah, and. the time which has since elapsed (up-
wards of - two years), are the unfortunate circumstances which have hitherto baffled
my endeavours to bring the acts complained of home‘to the parties accused. .The
conduct of his _Vakeel Seyed Hussen has been any thing but that of a man desirous
of promoting his master’s ca’use; indeed, I am dispdsed to think he may have been
bought off, and at the same time. have negociated and efi'ected an advantageous
compromise, that will satisfy both the pecuniary interests and personal honour'of

‘ Ahmad Bin Salim.
7.-——In this state of things, I take the liberty of submitting to the consideration

of the Right honourable theGovernor in council, the expediency of acquainting the
government of Bombay with what has asyet come to light, and to recommend
that means may be taken to obtain the attendance of the noquedah at this place,
when I have no doubt of being enabled to ascertain the truth. '
8.—With regard to the fOur Abyssinian slaves enticed away by Kalingil Kuny

Karoo, and thethirteen free-born women and children,.liberated by the magistrate;
the Abyssinians have from that time to the present continued in the service of the
said Kuny Karoo, and are now in Calicut, apparently contented, and inclined to
make. no discovery; their present master being questioned respecting them, says,
that they enlisted themselves‘in his service, with the view of being employed in his
ship;- that they receive monthly pay, and are not slaves; but a different state of
this 'case will, I hope, at some time or other, he proved. Of the others, three
.women and one boy are said to have been sent back to Kutch, .but I do not credit
it, although I have no reason to believe them to be still in Malabar. Two other
boys were sent to Bombay, one of whom is said to have enlisted-in one of the
battalions there; the other came back to Calicut, and is now a servant in Ruttun
Chund's family, although no longer admitted' to be of the Rajpoot caste; a third
boy is similarly situated in the house of Kesoojee, a Kutch merchant at Tellicherry;
a fourth (made over by Ruttun Chund, and five or six years old), apparently the
adopted son 6f P‘arsee, of Calicut; five girls, the eldest of whom could not have
been more than ten or eleven’yearsi- of age; came into the hands of Kalingel Kuny
Kuroo. Of these three were made over to two moplas, his dependents, under what
circumstances cannot be proved. The others were employed as servants, and in
fact slaves for some time in his'own houSe, and afterwards sold ’or made over as

such to a man named Hyaat, formerly a havildar in the revenue department, and
then a salt agent in the public service at Ponany.
'9.—When news was first received by the delinquents in Calicut, (eight months

ago) of Syed Hussan’s arrival in Bombay, these unfortunate girls were sent‘back

to this place; and fixed with One 'of the M0plas above mentioned, it being at
the same time pretended that they had never quitted Calicut; but having sncceeded
in tracing them to Ponany, and from thence to Chetneye‘ (out of the Jurisdiction of

this court), and from Chetneye again back to Calicut. After an absence of neariy

a year and a half, I considered it to be my duty to commit Ruttun Chund Kahngil,

- Kuny Karoo, Hyaat Havildar, and two others, to take their trial before the court

of circuit, for enslaVing these girls; the evidence is very strong against them, and

there seems little doubt of their being finally convicted, though it is yet uncertain
:2 5. W at
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Fort St. George what the futwa of the mooftee Who sat on the trial will be. The kazee of the pro.
Papers: vincial court being sick, the judge of circuit was obliged to employ the law office;

53““ °f Slave}? of the zillah ceurt, during the iate_sessions.-
1%22151333 ' 10.-It remains for me now only to request the further instructions of the Right

‘ honourable the Governor in council, regarding any further prosecution of this
inquiry, and his orders in respect to the disposal of the Abyssinian slaves, and such
of the free-born boys and girls as are still forthcoming. Their caste being irre.
‘trievably lost, a change in the destination of the boys I do not conceive would be
at all desirable; the case of the four girls (the fifth died many months ago) .is
different," they are. already led to consider themselves as belonging to a Mahomedan
set,‘ and they could only be received into families of that caste; but girls so situated,
unless respectably married, are treated extremely ill, and often cruelly. I should
therefore recommend their being portioned and given in marriage to respectable
moplas, which I imagine may be done at‘ no great charge.

11.-—In regard to the Abyssinians, should it not be thought necessary to send
them back to Egypt, it would be advisable they should go to Bombay, where the
senior magistratemight be requested to procure them employment as sailors on the
usual fixed pay, being thereafter left to their own discretion.

I have the honour, &c.
(signed) J. H. Pearson, Magistrate

Zillah, South Malabar, 15th May 1815.

To G. W.~ Gillie, Esq. late Judge and Magistrate, Zillah South Malabar.

Sir :—I have the honour to'inclose for your perusal, copy of a letter and its en-
closure, from the chief secretary to government;

Having on a former occasion seen the papers transmitted by the government of
Bombay, I have for some time past been emplOyed- in, collecting information to
enable me to explain to the Right honourable the Governor in council, the circum-
stances of the Noquedah Ahmud’s complaints; but my report cannot be rendered
satisfactory, unless your memory should enable me to explain certain points upon
which my inquiries have led to nothing certain, and I am therefore desirous of
being informed what you proposed become of the women and children, on being
released from their bondage, and what your orders then were respecting them, and
further, whether on the return of the vessels to Calicut Roads from Allepy (about
six weeks or two «months after their quitting Beypoor, the second time), you issued
any (lyrders for the apprehension or confinement of the noquedah, or any of his
eo e.

p 'lPhe statement of Seyed Hussin appears to me to contain, at least, one unfounded
assertion. I do not believe the noquedah was put in irons; and, indeed, there
seems reason to doubt, whether it was your intention that he should at any time
have been confined. On this point, and any others which may strike you, I request
you will favour me with such particulars as you may wish the government should
be in po’ssession Of.

I must beg an early reply, as I wish to make my report as soon as I have learnt
the issue of the trial of Ruttun Chund, Kuny Karoo, and others, for enslaving two
of the children therein alluded to. I have the honour, &c. &c.

(signed) J. H. Pearson, Magistrate.

Zilla, South 'Malabar, 4th April 18t5.

To the Judge and Magistrate of South Malabar.

Sir :—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th in:
stant, together with the inclosures ; and I beg leave to give the following explanao
tion of the matter in question, as far as I can, from my recollection.

2.—About- the month of January, in 1813, a boy, of the Rajpoot caste, about
12 or 14 years of age, as far as I recollect, came to me, attended by several of
the principal Hindoo merchants of Calicut, and complained, that himself and
some women and children of the same caste, had been kidnapped from their coun-
try (Cutch) by the Arabs of two dows, which were then lying in the river at
Bheypoore, and likewise stating, that he had made his escape; but that the women
and children were on board the dows. The account he gave me of the ill treat-
ment. he had received, and also of the brutal manner in which the women and

children
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children had been treated, induced me to send the cutwal to land, and bring before
me these people, in order that Imight ascertain, if what the boy stated was true;
they were accordingly brought before me, and their depositions taken. As far as
I can recollect, there were three grown women, two or three young girls, and,
I believe, four boys, including the boy who first made his complaint, all of the
Hindoo caste; they stated, I think, in their depositions, that they had been enticed
from their country by the Arabs, and had been excessively ill-treated on board of
the dows, the women and young girls asserting, that they had been violated by the
noquedah and others, and the whole of them declaring they would rather die,
than be obliged to return on board the dow again. Under these circumstances,
I considered it not only an act of humanity, but my duty, to set them at liberty, as
far as to deliver them in charge to Ruttun Chund and the other merchants, to main-
tain and send them back to their country, when an Opportunity should occur. This
I was induced to do, on a voluntary offer from Ruttun Chund and the others, to this
effect: Ruttun Chund, who is a native of Cutch, being considered by me as prin-
cipally answerable for the fulfilment of this; and on these terms they wore delivered.
over to him.
3.—I cannot exactly call to mind what exculpation the noquedahs set up, but

as far as I can recollect, I do not believe they urged the plea of these women and
children being slaves, and their property, but denied having kidnapped them ; and
stated, that they had come on board their dows in consequence of a famine in
the country at the time, and that they had come away with them of their own free
will.

4.——I can positively declare, that-the noquedahs were never confined, to my know—
ledge, or by my order, beyond a few days, whilst the matter was under investigation,
'and that as far as I recollect, in one of the rooms of the court house, and were
allowed to go out to their victuals ; after the investigation was closed, they were
.permitted to depart. They were never put in irons, or were they ever, by my
order, confined a second time. '

I have the honor, &c. &c.
(signed) G. W Gillio, late Judge and Magistrate.

Tellicherry, zlst April 1815.
O

(True copies.) (signed) J. H. Pearson, Magistrate.

Ordered, in consequence, That the following Letters be dispatched.

To the Judges of the Sudur Fouzdaree Udalut.

Gentlemen :—I am directed to desire that you will submit, for the information
of the Right honourable the Governor in council, the final proceedings of your
court, in the case specified in the inclosed extract from a letter from the magistrate
of the Zilla of South Malabar, dated the 15th May.

I have the honour to be, &c._&c.
(signed) G. Straclzey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, 1st July 1815.

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 17th November 1815.

Read the following letter from the deputy register to the court of Foujdarry
Adawlut. *

To .the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir :—I am directed by the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, to transmit to you here-
with a copy of their final proceedings on the case of Ruttum Chund and others,
as called for by your letter of lst July last, and to request that you will submit the
same for the information of the Right honourable the Governor in council.

I have, &c.
(signed) H. Mortloch, Deputy Register.

F0ujdarry Adawlut, Register’s Office, 30th October 1815.
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Foujdarry Adawlut, under date the
30th October 1 815.

Read again, letter dated the 1'st July last, from the chief secretary to govern-

ment,.desiring the court to submit their final proceedings in the case of Ruttum
Chund and others, for the information of the Right honourable the Governor in
council.

Ordered, That a copy of the final sentence of the court in the foregoing caSe,
N°‘5, of the additional calendar of the zillah of South Malabar, on the first sessions
of ' I 815, together with an extract from the proceedings, be transmitted to the
chief secretary to government, and that he be requested to submit the same for the
information of the Right honourable the Governor in council.

(A true extract,) (signed) H. Mortloclc, Deputy Register.

Futwa of the Foujdaree Adawlut.

Before the court of circuit, the prisoners,

xst, Ruttum Chund ;' and
2d, Kahrigil Kuma Kuroo,

When arraigned, denied that they kept in their possession several children bought
in a state of slavery by Ahmed Nakhedee, from whose ships they were ianded by
order of» the magistrate,‘ and which (said children) they had received from the
magistrate, on their undertaking to send them back to their native country. They
further denied having sold, or otherwise disposed of two females of the said number,
name‘d Iropee and Luloree, to Pandal Tayate_Ayate, the 3d prisoner.
And the statement made by these prisoners, when put on their defence, implies

a denial of the crimes laid to their charge. ' _
The 3d prisoner, Pandal Tayate Ayate denied that, knowing the aforesaid girls

to be free-born children, he took them as his slaves, kept them in confinement,
changed their names to Patoorma and A‘mina, dressed them as mopla women;
again changed ther names to Chachey and Kalee, dressed them 'as Teatres, secreted
them in the (payengery naud) hobily, in the house of one Arramparrambil Cha-
treony, and afterwards sent them to Calicut.
When put on his defence, he stated in substance to the following efl‘ect: “ The

two girls were sent by one Ookamoo, along with my wife; when I discovered it,
I told Moideen Kooty (the 5th prisoner) to send them back to Calicut, which he
promised to do ; I do not know what happened subsequent to this.”

The prisoners, 4th, Areamparrambill Chatoo Ooney, and
5th, Pandal Tayate Moideen Kootty,

Denied that, knowing the two aforesaid girlsto be free-born, they were accom-
plices of the 3d prisoner, Pandall Tayate Ayate, and assisted him in changing'their
names and dress, and secreting them at Chetye.

' When put on their defence, the 4th prisouer. Areamparrambill Chatoo Ooney,
stated nothing; and the 5th prisoner, Pandal Tayate Moideen K'ooty, stated in
substance to the following efl‘ect: “ When I came to Poonadee, my father, Hyat
(the 3d prisoner), tbld me, that two girls were to be sent to Calicut; afterwards
I went to Chougat, and the two girls were sent with a man after me; when finding
the youngest seized with the gout; I apprized my father of it; he sent me word to
keep the‘ child at Chatoo Ooney's house until she should recover; on which the
girl was sent to the house of the said Chatoo Ooney; as soon as the girl got well,
I sent them both to Ookoomoo’s: house."
The evidence of the witnesses does not convict the prisoners of the crimes laid~to

their charge; for although some ofthem depose, that they saw the aforesaid two girls
in an upper room of Pandal'Ayate, the 3d prisoner’s house, yet this circumstance,
when viewed'in cOnnection with the statements of the 1' ith witness, and of one of the
girls in question, does not establish asuspicion ofthe aforesaid crime; for the above;
mentioned witness'depoSes, that the wife of Pa‘ndal Tayate Ayate, the 3d prisoner,
came to Ookoomoo’s house, and that on her going, she saw Ookoomoo send two
girls along with her; and one of the girls states to the following effect : “ The wife
of Pandal Tayate Agate, the 3d prisoner, came to Ookoomoo’s house; and on her
going away, Ookoomoo sent me and Umeenahaiong with her; the 3d prisonet’s

wnc.
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wife, accordingly took and kept us both at Poonalee, where we 'were attacked with
boils and itch, &c. on which she took us from thence to the house of Chatoo
Ooney, the 4th prisoner, who mixed up some oil, &c. and gave it to us ; a few days~
after, two men 'came and took us away to Ookoomoo’s house.
Hence the prisoners are not convicted of the crimes laid to their charge, and -

should be released.
(A true translation.) (signed) H. Ilfortloclr, Deputy Register.

The court having maturely considered the proceedings held before the First Judge
on circuit (in case N“ 5, of the additional calendar) the futwa of the provincial
law officer, and the futwa of the cazee ool coozat, and mooftees of the foujdary
adawlut, do confirm the said futwa of the cazee ool coozat and mooftees afore-
said, and db direct that the prisoners; Ist. Rutum Chund; 2d. Vralingel Kumy
Koroo; 3d. Panda] Tayate Ayate; 4th. Areamparrambil Chatoo Oonery; and
5th. Pandal Tayate Moideen Koottey, be accordingly set at liberty.

By order of the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut.
(signed) H. JlIorlIock, Deputy Register;

30th October I815.

Ordered, in consequence, That the following letter be dispatched to the Chief
Secretary to Government, at Bombay :

To F. Warden, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government at Bombay.

Sirz—With reference to my dispatch of lst July last, I am directed to request,
that you will submit to the Right honourable the Governor in council at Bombay.
the inclosed extract from the proceedings of the Sudder Fouzdarry Adawlut at this
presidency, reporting the result of the trial of Ruttum Chund and others, on an
accusation of enslaving certain females, natives of Guzerat.

I have, &c.
(signed) G. Straclzey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, ,1 7th November 1815.

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 22d December 1815.

Read the following letter from the magistrate of the Zillah of South Malabar.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.

Sir :—-In reference to my letter of the 10th May last, I have now the honour to
inform you, for the information of the Right honourable the Governor in council,
that the evidence brought against the prisoners, in the case alluded to in the 9th
paragraph, being deemed unsatisfactory by the Mahomedan law ofiicers, they stand
acquitted of the charges brought against them.
Soon after the sentence was communicated to Kalingil Kany Koroo, that person

requested that he might be no longer considered responsible for the four girls men-
tioned in the 10th paragraph of my report, and I have in consequence caused them
to be removed from their former residence, and placed under the protection of the
Kazee of Calicut, until such time as I may be honoured with the instructions of
government regarding them. I request also to be informed, whether the four A byssi-
nians referred to in the last paragraph of my letter, may be permitted to quit this
place, with a view to procuring employment on board of ship.

I have the honour, &c.

J. ”7. Pearson, Magistrate.
Zillah, South Malabar, 6th December 18i 5.

Ordered, in consequence, That the following letter be dispatched to’ the chief
secretary to the government, at Bombay.

T0 F. Warden, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government, at Bombay.
. . Sir :-—With reference to my dispatches, dated the lst July, and 17th ultimo, I am
directed to transmit to you the inclosed copy of a further letter from the magistrate
Of South lt'lalabar on the same subject, and to request that you will ascertain, for the

l 25. information

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

___./
iv'Kt/

N' 3.

N” 4,

N°18.

N°19.

Ni 20_
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Fort St- Georg‘ information of this government, the wishes of the Right honourable the-Governor in
Papa“: council, with respect to the dismal. of the natives of Guzerat and Abyssinia, therein

S-mé °f' Slave.” mentioned '
“T6333," They will continue under. the care of the magistrate, until your reply shall be

received. - 1 I have the honour to be, 8m. &c.
(signed) G. Straclzey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St.George, 22d December 1815.
N“ 91. Ordered; That a copy of the foregoing letter befurnished, for the information and

guidance of the magistrate of the Zillah, South Malabar.

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 23d February 1 816.

Read the following letter from the chief secretary to the government at Bombay.

To George Strachey, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government at
Fort St. George.

Sir:—I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in council, to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the lst July, 17th November, and 22d
ultimo, on the subject of the trial of Rutton Chund and others, accused of en-
slaving certain natives of Guzerat and Abyssinia.

2.—The Governor in Council requests that the Right honourable the Governor in
council at ,Fort St. George, will be pleased to order the Magistrate of South
Malabar to send up the Abyssian slave to Bombay, by the Ernaad, or any other
opportunity that may sooner offer, of one of the Honourable Company’s cruize‘rs,
as also the Cutch girls, unless they could be disposed of in a satisfactory manner on
thecoast.

3.—-vThe Abyssinian slaves will, on their arrival, be returned to the Arabian
Gulph, and this government will ap‘prize the pacha of Egypt of the proceedings
which have taken- place, and of the necessity for the attendance of the Naquedah
Ahammud, if further inquiries be intended to be followed up on the points adverted
to in the 5th paragraph of the magistrate’s letter of the 15th May.

Bombay Castle, Feb. 1, 1816. I have, &c.
(signed) F., Warden, Chief Sec’ to Gov‘.

N° ,7. Ordered, in consequence, That the following letter be dispatched to the magistrate
Order thereon. 0f the zillall of south Malabar.

To the Magistrate of the Zillah of the South Malabar.

Nels. Sir :—I am directed to transmit to you the inclosed copy of a dispatch from the
chief secretary at Bombay, regarding the disposal of the Abyssinian slave and
females from Cutch, now under your protection.
With respect to the former, you will fully explain to them the intention of the

government at Bombay, to return them to a state of slavery in Egypt, and that under
that declaration, the Governor and council leaves it to their own Option, whether
they will be sent to that presidency, or endeavour to procure employment and
subsistence for themselves by other means.
A further report from you. respecting the best and most humane mode of dis-

posing of the Cutch females, appears to be required; and you will partiCularly
state the expense which would allow their marriage, according to the arrangement
which you before proposed, if you should still consider it to be advisable.

I have, &c.
(signed) George Strac/zey, Chief Sec’ to Gov‘.

Fort St. George, 23d February, 1816.

Extract, Fort ’St. George Public Consultations, 17th May 1816.

Read the following letter from the magistrate of South Malabar.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.

N' 12'- Sir :—-—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d February last,
and the honour to inform you, for the information of the Right honourable the
Governor in council, that the four Abyssinians have gladly availed themselves of

the
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the option allowed them of gaining their own livelihood in India, - in preference to
returning to Egypt; and with this view, .I sent them to the magistrate at Co~
chin, who found no difliculty in procuring them regular employment on board the
ship Helen, under dispatch for Bengal. These poor people being without the
means of supplying themselves with necessaries, I considered it my duty to advance
them two pagodas each man.
With respect to the three females, I have ascertained from the Katee of Cali-

cut, that they may be married to young men of respectability, and some little pro-
perty, for about thirty-five pagodas each, an expenditure which I should hope the
government will be pleased to sanction, in consideration of the forlor'n state to which
the unfortunate. girls have been reduced.

 

Pagoda.
The portions and marriage expenses of the girls

will amount to - - - - - 110 - ~
The sum advanced the four Abyssinians - - 8 - -
The expense already incurred in the subsistence

of the girls, and a continuation of the same up
totheend ofJune - - - - - 15 17 13

Total, star pagodas - - - 133 17’ 13
 

Should the Right honourable the Governor in council be pleased to approve the
arrangements now reported, Imust request the sanction of government to the
above contingent charges. I have the honour, &C.

(signed) J. IV. Pearson, Magistrate.
Zillah, South Malabar, 2d May 1816.

Ordered, That the following reply be dispatched to the magistrate of South
Malabar: A

To the Magistrate of the Zillah .of South Malabar. V

Sir :—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant.
The Governor in council approves the manner in which you have placed the

Abyssinian slaves at their own disposal, and have enabled them to obtain a sub-
sistence for themselves. He also considers the proposed arrangements for marrying
the females from Guzzerat, to be very satisfactory, and you are authorized to incur
the estimated charge on both accounts, amounting to pagodas 133. 17. 13.

I have, &c. &c.
(signed) Geo. Straclzey, Chief Secretary;

Fort St. George, 17th May 1816.

Ordered, That copies of the foregoing letters be furnished to the civil auditor, for
his information and guidance, and' that the following letter be dispatched to the
chief secretary to the government at Bombay.

To F. Warden, Esq. Chief Secretary to the Government at Bombay.

Sir :——I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in council to acknow-

ledge the receipt of\your letter of the Ist of February last, and to transmit, for the
information of the Right honourable the G0vernor in council, 'the inclosed ccpy of

correspondence with the magistrate of the zillah of South Malabar, regarding the

disposal of the Abyssinian slaves, and females from Kutch, alluded to in your

dispatch. I have, &c. Sec.

‘ (signed) G. StraCIzey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, 17th May 1 816.

Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor in council

of Fon St. George, Political Department, dated 28th January 1818.

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slaveny
in Company'-
Territories.

N' 13.

N' 14.

N‘ 15.

4o.—We observe, by the letter from the Board of Trade, of the 9th (37238.1 ghargfig prefsrre:
, ' . I a ams cer 3.!!! pl! lose an

February 1815, ,‘that none of the custom servants were unphcated 1n the igMalabar, ofbeing implicated

changes brought forward by Hussein Bin Uhmud Habashee,,of the seizhre in the seizure of some Ab”.

. of the "slaves alluded to, or received any bribes. Mr: Gilho s explahatton shim, slaves and female! {mm

of the reasons which induced him, while acting as Judge and magistrate Cutch,» proved to be Without.
foundation.

Of South Malabar, to exert the authority of his office in behalf of the

125. male
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male and female natives of Cutch, who appear to have been brutally treated h
the masters of the Arab vessels, is we think satisfactory, and creditable to his
character as a British magistrate.

41.——It would appear, from the proceedings of the Foujdarry Adawlut, of 30th
October 1815, that Rutten Chund, Kalingil, Kunny Kooroo, and three others, were
brought to trial for having enslaved the girls; but not being found guilty, Were
released.
42.-—We have to signify our sanction to the expense incurred on account of

those unfortunate people, amounting to .pagodas 133, and our approbation of the
mode ad0pted by Mr. Pearson, the maglstrate of South Malabar, as stated in his
letter of the 2d May 1816, for providing for the four Abyssinians, and for marrying
the three females from Cutch.

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 2d December 1818.

Read, the following letter from the Secretary to the government at Bombay, to
D. Hill, Esq. secretary to the government at Fon St. George.

From the Secretary to the Sir :—In reference to Mr. Chief Secretary Strachey's letter, dated the

G°v°mment at 8mm)“ With 22d December 1815, I am directed by the Right honourable the Governora copy of a letter from the
Govermr ofJudda,requesting in council, to transmit to you, .for the purpose of being laid before the
that assistancemay be afiorded Right honourable the Governor in council at Fort St. George, the ac-
“ the agent Ofapemn named companying copy of a letter from the Governor of Judda, dated the
Bin Nawowee, who has been
dispatched. to Calicut. 4th AuguSt laSt' I have, &c.

N' 24.

(signed) IV. Newnham, Sec. to Government.

Bombay Castle, 2d November 1318.

Translation of a letter from Uuson Basha, the Governor of Judda, to the Right
honourable Sir Evan Nepean, Bart, Governor of Bombay, dated the Ist
Shaval, 1233 Hijeree, 01' 4th August 1818.

(After compliments.)

We feel grateful to the Almighty on every account, and we are always anxious
to hear of you from persons arriving. I some time ago transmitted to you a letter
regarding what was taken from a dow belonging to Bin Nusanee, at Calicut, by
Uneer Coonjee Cooree, Rattousa, Baboo Furwa, and Wazeer Ryot, and I have
been informed of your instructions to them. I have heard that the slaves (males
and females) and money was produced b them.‘ His agent, Syynd Salim, Bin
Hoosim, Bin Oomer, Bin Shuikh, Ukue Bin Salim, is now dispatched to that
quarter, and I have to request, that on his arrival you will afford him your assist-
ance, extending to him at the same time your kind‘regards, according to what. has
always been customary between the two countries. I beg you will moreover com-
mand my services on all occasions.

(A true translation.)
(signed) R. T. Goodwin, Secretary and Translator in the

Office of Country Correspondence.

Ordered, in consequence, that the following letter be dispatched to the magistrate
of Malabar :-—- ' '

To the Magistrate of Malabar.

To the Magistrataof Maia- Sir:—With reference to former correspondence, 9. copy of which is
53" ‘0 ““1“” '“hmat‘” inclosed -~ for your immediate information, I am directed by the Right
with regard to the disposzil of
certain Slaves. honourable the. Governor in council, to transmit to you the inclosed copy

of a letter from the secretary to the government at Bombay, dated the
2d ultimo . The Right honourable the Governor in council desires to be informed
whether the arrangement authorized on the 17th of May 1 816, for disposing of the
slaves in question, has been carried into effect.

I am, &c.
(signed) Geo. Strachey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, 2d December 1818.
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Fort St. George

Extract, Fort St. George Political Consultations, 9th February 1819. Papers:

Read the following letter from the magistrate of Malabar :— Sgtgggig$y
T0 the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. km

Sir :—-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and No 2,.

inclosures, of the 2d instant; and in reply, to state for the information of I mem‘he Migism‘te °f M"
. - - 3. 81'; states t at an arrange-

the Right honourable the Governor in eouncd, that I have teken depo— ment for the disposal ofcertain
sltlons from two persohs te whem the disposal of the people in question slaves ha, been carried into
was intrusted, by which it Will appear, that the arrangements 'autho- effect-
rized on the 17th of May 1816, for disposing of the slaves, has been duly carried
into effect. I have, &c.

(signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.
Calicut, December 3lst, 1818.

Ordered, in consequence, that the following letter be dispatched to the acting N° 22.
chief secretary to the government, at Bombay :— Order thereon.

To W. Newnham, Esq. Acting Chief Secretary to the Government,
Bombay.

Sirz—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the N' 93- ~
2d November last, and to transmit to you, for the information of the Right T“ the “‘5“ Chief sem'tary to the Government at
honourable the Governor in council, at Bembay, the inclosedcopies of Bombay, with capies ohm“,
one, dlspatched 1n consequence to the magistrate of Malabar, and ot his to the Maglstmte of Malabar,
reply. You will'perceive that the slaves, to which your dispatch refers, and 0‘ hi3 "PU-
have been disposed of according to the arrangement reported on the
17th May 1816. I have, Sac.

(signed) G. Strm'hey, Chief Secretary.
Fort St. George, 9th February 1819.

Extract, Bombay Political Consultations, 17th March 1819.

Read the following letter from the Chief Secretary to the government at Fort
St. George, to Mr. Acting Chief Secretary Newnham, dated the 9th February, with
inclosure :—

Sir :~—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d of
November last, and to transmit to you, for the information of the Right honourable
the Governor in council at Bombay, the inclosed copies of one, dispatched in con-
sequence to the magistrate of Malabar, and of his reply; you will perceive, that the
slaves to which your dispatch refers, have been disposed of according to this arrange—
ment, reported on the 17th of May 1816.

I have, 8zc.

(signed) J. Strachey, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, 9th February 1819.

The Magistrate of Malabar".

Sir :—With reference to former correspondence, a ccpy of which is incloSed, for
your immediate information, I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor

in council, to transmit to you the inclosed copy of a letter from the secretary to the
government at Bombay, dated the 2d ultimo. The Right honourable the Governor in
council desires to be informed, whether the arrangement authorized on the 17th of
May 1816, for disposing of the slaves in question, has been carried into effect.

I am, &c.
(signed) G. Strachcy, Chief Secretary.

Fort St. George, 2d December 1818.
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LLS'!‘ of P11211113 copied to the Magistrate of Malabar.

 

let Cons. 18 Nov, 1814 From the Secretary to the Government at Bombay, with
one Enclosure - . - - - - - - 29 Oct. 1814

D'I -' - To the Board of Trade - - - - - - - 18 Nov. ,,
,, 91 Mar. 1815 From ditto - - - - - - - - - 9 Feb. 1815

D’ — - N° 4.-—'I‘o the Judge and Magistrate of the Zillah of South
Malabar — - - ~ - - - - e 21 Mar. ,,

D“ - - N’ 5,—To G. w. Gillio, Esq. - - . - .7 D»

,, 1 J 111y N“ 6.——From the Magistrate of the Zillah South Malabai',
with one Enclosure - - - - - ~ - 15 May ,,

D0 - - N“ 9.—To the Secretary to the Government at Bombay - 1 July ,,
D° - ~ N’ 8.——To the Judges of the Sudder Foujdarree Adawlut - D°

,, 17 Nov. ,, N" 2.—From the Deputy Register to the Court F. U.,
with one Enclosure - - - - - - 30 Oct. ,,

D“ - - N“ 4.—To the ChiefSecretary to the Government at Bombay ‘ 17 Nov. ,,
,, 92 Dec.- ,,' N~° 18.——From the Magistrate of the Zillah ofSouth Malabar 1 Dec. ,,

D' - - N' 22.—To the Chief Secretary to the Government at
Bombay - - - - - - - - - 22 Dec. ,,

,, 93 Feb. 1816 No 16.—-From ditto - - - - - - - 1 Feb. 1816
D - - N° 18.-To the Magistrate of the Zillah of South Malabar 23 (P ,,

,, 17 May ,, N“ 12.—From ditto - - - . - - - 2 May ,,
D" - - N‘ 13.—To ditto - - - - - - - - 17 d° ,,
D' - - N0 15.—To the Chief Secretary to the Government at .

Bombay - - - - - - - - - D'
,, 25 May ,, M. B. N' 10.——-To the Civil Auditor - - ~ - D‘   

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George.
Sir :—-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and inclosures,

of the 2d instant; and in reply to state, for the information of the Right honourable
the Governor in council,_ that I have taken depositions from two persons, to whom
the,- disposal of the people in question was intrusted‘; by which it will appear, that
the arrangement authorized on the 17th of May 1816, for disposing of the slaves,
has been duly carried into effect. I have; &c.

(signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.
Calicut, 3lst December 1818.

MINUTES, 13th March.
Ordered, the secretary in the office of country correspondence, be instructed to

draft a reply to the letter from Hussin Basha, the governor of Judda, for the gover-
nor’s signature, acquainting him, that as the slaves to whom he alludes, were adverse
to return to Arabia, whither it has been proposed to convey them, they have been
set at liberty, and have obtained the means of livelihood in India, after having been
furnished with an advance of money by the government of Madras. ‘

Letter from Mr. Baber, Magistrate of North Malabar, to the Government
of Fort St. George, dated 11th November 1814, relative to Hereditary
Slavery in India, with the Proceedings thereupon.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, the 9th December 1814.
Read a letter from the Magistrate of North Malabar, requesting to be instructed

whether the slaves of the soil in Malabar are subject to sale.
[Vide Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, 15th December 1814.]

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing letter be transmitted to the Board of
Revenue, for their information and report.
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Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, Fm S" Gwrg‘
15th December 1814. Sm:2:15;”).

Read the following letters from the secretary to government in the revenue “12232:?
department. L__V___/

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue. I

Gentlemen :—I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in council,
to transmit, for your consideration and report, the annexed copy of a letter from
the magistrate in the zillah of North Malabar, requesting to _be furnished with in-
structions in respect to the right of selling slaves and acquiring property in them.
When such observations on the question as you may see fit to offer, have come
before government, it is proposed, that a reference regarding the state of the law
as affecting it, shall be made to the advocate general.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
(signed) D. ‘Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 9th Dec. 1814.

To the Secretary to Government.

Sir z—Entertaining doubts how far I ought to sanction with my authority the sale
of men, women and children of the tribe of slaves, viz. Pollar, Cherumekul, Paniari,
Kanakan, Kallady, Yecallan, Nacady, and other denominations, in executiori 0f
decrees of the court, or to take cognizance of disputes between persons claiming
that deseription of natives as their rightful property, or of complaints by such alleged
owners against their slaves, for desertion and refusing towork, I am induced to
solicit the orders tofgovernment upon the question of right of disposing of, and
acquiring property in slaves within the provinces of Malabar; and if in the aflirma-
tive, whether Europeans are allowed to become purchasers, and whether undex‘ any
circumstances whatever, it would be lawful in the collector to attach, and. the judge
to cause the sale of slaves by public auction, in satisfaction of revenue arrears, with
or separate from the estate on which they were born.

If the general question of slavery, as recognized by the local usages of Malabar,
or by the Hindoo and Mahomedan law, is not affected by the laws made to abolish
the Slave Trade, adverting to the wretchedness ,and diminutive appearance of. this
description of natives, it still appears to be a subject well worthy the humane con-
sideration of the Right-honourable the Governor in council, to-enact such legislative
provisions as will tend to amelioi'ate their condition, and prevent their being sold
outof. the talook, or indeed ofl' the estate, the place of their nativity, and above
all, from being exposed for sale by public auction, in execution of decrees, or in
satiSfaction of revenue demands. _

Since the discussions upon the subject of importing kidnapped free-born children,
in 1812 and 1813, I am happy to say, that an entire stop has been put. to this
inhuman traffic in this zillahh and I should entertain hopes of equal success. in
improving the condition of those who are slaves by birth, if government would give
their sanction to the draft of a regulation I have already had the honour of sub,-
mitting upon this interesting subject.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed) T. H..Baber, Magistrate.

Ordered to be brought forward at a future meeting.

Extract.—Minute of the Board of Revenue, dated the 5th January 181 8,
paragraphs 1, 5,‘ and 16, respecting the condition of the labouring castes or
slaves of the soil, in the territories subject to Fort St. George.

Extract.—Minute of' the Board" ”of Revenue, the 5th January I 81 8,-transmitted
to the Court of Directors, as an inclosure in letter from the Chief Secretary
at Fort St. George, to Mr. Secretary Cobb ; dated the 19th March 1818.-

Par. 1.—-The Board proceed to take into consideration the voluminous corres-
ponde‘nee noted in the margin ‘, connected with-the important orders from England,

' - directing
 

‘ From the Chief Secretary to Government, under date the 11th September 1812 ; to the Govern-
ment, under date the 28th January 1813; from the Chief Secretary to Government, under date fit;

:25.



816 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

Fort St. George directing the abandonment of the existing system of revenue administration, and the
"8P6”: introduction of the ryotwar mode of settlement and collection, In all practicable

SP“? 0‘51“?! cases throughout the provinces'subject to the gOVernment of Fort St. George.
flgflfigfig 5 5.—In order to prevent any misunderstanding on the part of the subordinate local

' oflicers, in carrying the orders from England into effect, it will be necessary to illus:
trate the general principles of- the modified Ryotwar. system, as prescribed by the
Honourable Court of Directors, and to explain, for the information of the several
collectors, the chief points in which it differs from the settlements at present in force
in their respective districts.

6.~ For the better understanding of this important subject, the Board find it
necessary, in the first instance; to advert to the subject of private property in the
land ; more especially as, entering on a system of revenue administration, novel to-

, many of the local revenue officers, it is particularly necessary to caution them against
any infraction of individual rights, which the Board observe, that it is the para

ticular desire of the Honourable Court of Directors to uphold, but which can never
be efficiently protected, so long as they continue imperfectly understood.

7.--In the territories subject to this government, the persons whose rights are more
or less immediately connected with the soil, and consequently with the land revenue,
fnay be divided into three distinct classes; the-actual labourer, the ryot or cultivating
inhabitant, and the zemindar; but the rights of the two former of these classes, are
'found to vary with the different nations to which they belong. V

’ 8.-—It may be useful here to explain, that most ryots employ labOurelfs to aid them
’in the tillage of the land they occupy; but in some districts (districts aboundng in,
dry grain land particularly) labourers occasionally become proprietors of a plough;
in other words, there is a class of poor ryots who plough in the season of cultivation,
and follow other pursuits for a livelihood when it is over. In some instances;
Zemindars, renters of a talook or village, and Shatriumdars, who are permanent
renters of a village, heve ploughs of their own, worked .by their own tlabourers and
bullocks. This is not, however, a general practice, nor a practice in any case Carried
to a great extent. 'All intermediate agents between the ryot and the government,
whether permanent or temporary, receive the public revenue demandable from the
landcultivated by the ryots; but with the exceptions specified, and a few others,
they seldom engage in cultivation.

9.-—The provinces new subject to this government, appear originally to have con-
stituted several distinct Hindoo states, which are still to be traced by the difference
of language, manners and customs, that so strongly distinguish the inhabitants of one
part of the country from the other. The five northern circars of Ganjam, Vizagw
patam, Rajahmundry, Masulipatam and Guntoor, together with the districts of
Bellary, Cuddaph, Paluand and Nellore, or wherever the Telinga is the lan uage-of
the people, may be considered one of these; the second may be said to inc§ude the
district of Chingleput, the two divisions of the Arcot Soobah Salem‘, Baramahl,
Coimbatore, Madura, Dindigul, Trichinopoly, Tanjore and Tinnevelly, or wherever
theTamil language is spoken; and the third comprizes the provinces of Malabar
and Canara, on the other coast of the Peninsula, where the Malayalam and Too--
iavoo are the vernacular dialects of the country.

The Rights of the Labourer.

_to.—-In all of these districts,the labourer who holds the plough, and performs the
inferior offices ‘ of husbandry, is .of the lowest, poorest, most ignorant, yet most
numerous order in society; in general an outcast, or at least, often of the degraded
class of Hindoos, and therefore usually resident in the outskirts of his village, every
where without any preperty in the land which he can transfer by gift, sale or be-
quest, and receiving fromhis employer, the ryot, little more than food, with a scanty
supply of raiment.

11.—It is almost superfluous to remark, that with this description of persons, the
government officers have seldom had any direct communication; yet this may

possibly
  

8th June 1813 ; to the Government, under date the 10th June and 16th August 1813 ; to the Chief
Secretary to Government, under date the 30th August 1813 ; from the Secretary to Government in' the
Revenue Department, under date the 3d September I813, 181 July 1814,, 29th March 1815, and
20th October 1815. '

f Inf”? detached parts of Salem, Baramahl, Coimbatore and Bellary, the Canarese is spoken-
Thls arises Irom these districts comprehending part of the borders of the antient kingdom of Comataca;
but the small extent'of our territory, in which that language is spoken; renders it unnecessary to class it
separately from the rest.
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ossibly be the cause, that their situation has not ' et received that consideration which
t appears to merit; for it is not, perhaps, 511 ciently known, that thto‘ughdut the

Tamil country, as well as .in Malabar and Canafa,‘ far the greater pm" of the
labouring classes of the people have, from time iinhnetnOrial, been in a state of ac:
knowledged bondage, in which they continue to the present ”time; ' ' ,
_12.——1n Malabar and Canara,'where the land is Very gefiei'ally divided, anti 'occu:

pied assepa'rate and distinct properties, the labom'er is the personal slave of the p‘roé
prietor, and is sold and mortgaged by him, independently of his landé.1' Iii the
Tamil country, where land is of less value, 1; and belongs more frequently ti) 8 cOin-Z
munity than to an individual ; the labourer is understood to be the slave rather of
the soil than of its owner, and is seldom sold or mortgaged, eXCept along With the
land toiwhich he is attached ; but in Telingana, where it is difficult now to trace the
remains of private property in the land, this class of peeple is considered free §.

13.—It is, certainly, a curious circumstance, that in those provinces where the
Severe and arbitrary system of the Mussulman government was established at- the
most early and for the longest period, where consequently the public assessment on
the, land is the most high, and private property in the soil the. most rare and least
valuable, the labourer should alto'be the most free ;- while his condition is the most
abject, in'those countries where the antient institutions of the Hindoos have been
least disturbed, where the public demand on the soil is the most light, and private
property in the land is universal, and of the highest value. It seems probable, how-
ever, that in former times slayery may have been as prevalent in the northern,- as
it now is in the southern and western provinces; and the same circumstarices— that
reduced the landlord of Telingana to the situation of a landholdeit, may have tended
gradually to weaken the power he possessed over his slaves, until they finally be-
came altogether emancipated from his authority.

14,—Therevcannot, however, be a doubt, that the slavery prevalent among the
lower classes of Hindoos is of a very different and Opposite nature from that so
stmngly and justly rep‘robated in England, inasmuch as foreign traffic or external
commerce in slaves is quite different from domestic slavery. It has been stated by
very competent authority, Mr. F. W. Ellis, the collector of Madras, that in the
Tamil country, the parriyars and pullers, most of whom are slaVes attached to the
lands of the vallaler, as well as the pulli, who are generally serfs oh the lands of
the Bramin meerassidars,’ sometimes claim meras, or hereditary private prOperty,
in the “ incidents of their villainage,” and that “ it is genetally allowed to them
and their descendants, on proving their former residence in the village, however
long they may have been absent from it II.” On the other hand, the late magistrate
in Malabar, in addressing government respecting the sale of men, women and
Children of the Pollar, Cherumakul, Panian, Kanakan, Kallady, Yocallan and
Nacady tribes, submits, that “ if the general question of slavery, as recognized by
the local usages of Malabar, or by the Hindoo and Mahomedan law, is not
affected by the laws made to abolish the slave trade, adverting to the wretchedness
and diminutive appearance of this description of natives,_it still appears to be a
subject well worthy the humane consideration of the Right honourable the Governor
in council, to enact such legislative provisions as will tend to ameliorate their condi-
tion, and prevent their being sold out of the talook, or, indeed, of the estate, the
place of their nativity, and above all, from being exposed to sale by public auction,
in execution of decrees, or in satisfaction of revenue 1f demands“ ”
 

.5 It is only the greater part, not the whole, of the labourers in those countries that are slaves; many
of them are also free. _ .
1 As it is not the ihterest of the landlords in Malabar and Canara to sell the slaves who cultivate their

lands, they Ilsually dispose of the increasing stock Only; for which they have ‘no immediate use; but
their power to dispose'of all their’slaves, independently oftheir- lands, seems undisputed.

_I The cause of land being of less value in the Tamil country than in Malabar and Canarn, will‘be
noticed hereafter., .

5. In Telingana, a labourer cannot remove~ from one village to another, pending engagements

which he has not fulfilled ; but he is free to make his' own‘ terms, and after performing the engage-

ments into which he voluntarily enter‘s, becomes again the master of his 9wn labour. It is believed,

however, that the labourers in Telin‘gana generally remain in the same Village, and attached to the

same family of the ryot from generation to generation.
ll See note on paragraphs of the inclos'ureto Mr. Ellis’s letter, under date the 3oth May 1816. _

1i 'l‘he Board are net'aware that-this is ever done‘in satisfaction of revenue demands, payable direct to

the government; but all assignments ofrevenue givea right to make revenue demands, and the asstgnee

is at liberty tufollow the established practice in realizing his lawful demands, where the practiceand the

law are not at variance.
** See inclosure in Mr. Secretary Hill’s letter, 9th December 1814.
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15.-—The right which the slaves in the Tamil country possess to continue attached
to the soil where they are born, which, though .not univerSal, is .pretty‘ general
among them ; their dependence rather on a comnxunity than on an mdmdual, and

' aps— the vicinity of some of them to the Presxoeney, wherea general. knowledge
prevails, that the spirit of our government is lmmlcal to bondage, seem all, more or
less, to have contributed to render their condition in some degree at least superior
to that of‘ their brethren on the other coast. It is by no means,‘ however, to be

understood that this is universally the case. .. Their treatment necessarily depends
principally on the individual character of their owners; and when we reflect. on
those evils that are inseparable‘from even the mildest state of slavery, and: consnder
how large a portion of our most industrious subjects 'are at present totally deprived
of a free market for their labour, restricted by inheritance to a mere subsistence,
and sold and transferred with the land which they till, policy no less than humanity
would appear to dictate the propriety of gradually relieving them from those restric-
tions, which have reduced them, and must otherwise continue to confine them to a
condition scarcely superior to that of the cattle which they follow at the plough.

16'.--—While' such, in the opinion of the' Board, ought to be the policy to be
pursued with regard to this class of people, it w0uld be obviously unjust to interfere
with the private property, which there can be no doubt that the ‘Ryots at present
possess 'in their slaves ; and it might be dangeroustoo suddenly to disturb the long
established relations in society subsisting between these two- orders. For the present,
therefore, it would seem sufficient, with the view to prevent oppression or abuse or
authority, to_ define bylegislative enactments the power- which may be lawfully
exercised by - a Ryot over his slaves ; but as the revenue records do not afford
information sufficiently minute and satisfactory for this purpose, it is resolved to call
the particular attention of the collectors in Canara, Malabar, and the Tamil country
to this subject, and to desire that they will take an early opportunity to communicate
fully their sentiments thereon, for the consideration of the Board.

Ordered, that copy of the foregoing minute be transmitted for the consideration
and orders, of government.

Further Proceedings relative to Hereditary Slavery, and Reports of the Collectors
of Revenue 'on the Malabar and Coromandel Coasts, respecting the nature
and extent of the Slavery, or Bond Service, which exists-in their several Cole-
lectorates ;, 1819.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor in Council of Fort St. George, to the
Court of Directors in the Judicial Department, dated 11th March 1820.

Par. l46.—We have recorded N' 7, .in our consultation of the 28th April 1819,
the proceedings of the Sudder Adawlut, with regard to a letter from the,3d judge
of. the court of circuit and appeal, for the western division, bringing to notice
acts of oppression and cruelty committed by revenue and police officers in Malabar,
and particularly a practice prevailing in that district, of distraining and selling by
public auction, the slaves of revenue defaulters. By Mr. Baber’s‘precepts to the:
magistrate. it appears to us, that he had put a wrong construction upon section
24, Regulation IX, of 1816, inasmuch as he considered it to preclude the admis-
mission by. the magistrate, of all evidence that did not make against the prisoner,
who might be brought before him, charged with any crime or misdemeanor. The
Foujdarry Adawlut were of opinion, “ that it was the bounden duty of the criminal
judge .or magistrate, as the case might be, in the investigation of the offences
specified in section 7, Regulation X, of I816, and in section 32 and 33, Regu-
IX, of I816, to take evidence on behalf of the person accused, and to afford to
him every facility of defence.’.’ They at the same time stated it as their. Opinion,
“ that a strict adherence to the letter of the provisions of section 24, Regulation
IX, and section 9, Regulation X, of 1816, which direct, “ that those persons should
beexamined who were supposed to have any knowledge of the crime or misde~
meanor alleged against- the prisoner, should be observed by judicial officers, in the
investigation of all cases not punishable by them, to the exclusion of all evidence
on behalf of the person accused, the- admission of which would, in the opinion of
the court, be highly objectionable, as anticipating his defence before the highest
tribunal.” ‘Ve desired the, Foujdarry Adawluttoinform the third judge and the
magistrates, of the construction to be put upon the regulation in question. The pmciv
tice of selling slaves in the Malabar district is under consideration, in communication
with the board of revenue.
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Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 28th April I819.

Read the following letter from the deputy register to the court of Foujdarry
Adawlut.

N' 3.—To the Secretary to Government, in the Judicial Department.

Sirz—I am directed by the J udges of the Foujdaree Udalut, to transmit to you
the accompanying extract from the court’s proceedings of this date, with the paper
therein referred to, for the purpose of being laid before the Rioht honourable the
Governor in council. I have &c D

(signed) Robert Anderson, Deputy Register.

Foujdaree Udalut, Register's Office, 20th Jan. 1819.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Foujdaree Udaiut, under date the
20th January 18:9.

Read letter, dated the 31st ultimo, from the third judge on circuit, in the
western division, forwarding cOpy of correspondence with the magistrate of Mala-
bar, on the subject of certain petitions presented to the court of circuit, complaining
of acts done by revenue and police officers. ,
2.—The third judge of the court of circuit stated, thatout of numerous petitions

presented to the court of circuit, complaining of oppressions on the part of local
setVants, in their capacities as revenue and police officers, there-were four which
appeared to him proper to be brought to the pointed attention of the magistrate.
3.—The first of these petitions was presented by one Erambinpilly Coondy Nair,

complaining of several acts of oppression and abuse of power exercised towards
himself and his nephews, Condy and Chandoo, by-the parbutty of Beypoor and
sherishtadar of Calicut. Copy of this petition was sent by the third judge on the
13th of November, to the magistrate of Malabar, who was called upon to state
what had been done in the matters referred to by, the petitioner. To the precept of
the third judge the magistrate. made return, that the several petitions - which had
been presented by the- persons above-mentioned t0» the collector and magistrate,
together with the endorsements thereon, would, he was satisfied, couvince- the
third judge, ‘v‘ that the subject of the petition was entirely of a revenue nature, and
that none of a police nature had been presented to the magistrate.”
4.——On perusing the petition presented to the judge of circuit, the court observe,

that the petitioner charged the native officers with the commission of sundry-acts,
which, if established against them, would have rendered them liable tobe punished
for an arbitrary exercise ’of authority; and the court consider it be their duty
to remark, that whatever might have been the opinion of the collector and magis-
trateresp‘ectinglthe nature of some of the petitions previously presented to him
bythe petitioner, the statements contained in’ the petition referred to him by the
thir'd judge of the court ‘of circuit, respecting acts of his police officers, which had
been-fmmerly brought to hisnotice, demanded his serious attention.

5.-—_Dn‘ the question of‘ the sale by public auction of the last petitioner’s slaves,
the court of ' Foujdaree- Udalut are not competent to decide, but they consider 'it

to be incumbent upon them to bring to the notice of the Right honourabie the
Governor in council the observations sub‘mittedhy the third judge, on a subject so
intimately connected with the welfare of a large portion of the subjects of the State,
and so’ nearly allied to the highest interests of humanity.
6.—-The"second petition was presented'by one Coony Patooma,‘ against certain of

the police officers and inhabitants of Kotatoor; the third was presented by One
Coonty Moideen Cootty, against the: Parbutty of the Wattom Hobilly; and the
fourth, by Chakky Unima, against the police officers of Polyghaut Taloo‘k. Copies
of these petitions .were sent on the‘ 26th November by the third judge to the. magis-
trate,- who was desired to inquire fullyinto the circumstances therein set‘ forth,~'a‘nd

after passing such orders as might appear to him proper, to report the result’for the
information of the court of circuit.

7.—-To the several precepts of the third judge, the magistrate made returns on
' the 28th November; another precept" was issued by the third judge on the 5th
December following, reiterating the orders contained in the former precepts, and in
making return to the latter precept, the magistrate requested that the se‘Veral precept;
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and returns might be submitted for the opinion and decision of the Foujdaree
Udalut.

8.—-It appears that the several petitions here referred to were connected with cases
recorded on the calendars, which had been submitted to the court of circuit by the
aésistant criminal judge of South Malabar, at the second sessions of l 818 g and the
doubt entertained by the magistrate of Malabar, relates to the orders which he had
received from the third judge, to make an investigation respecting the petitions, and
to report the result thereof to him, the third judge.
9.—The only express provision contained in the code regarding the orders to be

issued by a court of circuit to a magistrate, is thatwhich is contained in, clause 2d,
sec. 40, Regulation IX, of 1816, for the guidance of a judge presiding at 9. sessions
of jail delivery, with regard to. the calendars submitted by a magistrate. It is
declared further, in clause third of the same section, that the courts of circuit are
to report to the Foujdaree Udalut, for the information and orders of government,
whenever the magistrates omit or refuse to obey their orders, as also whenever it
shall appear to them, that the magistrates have been guilty of neglect or misconduct
in the discharge of their duty. And the regulations, it is to be observed, do not
vest in the judges of a court of circuit that authority to call on magistrates for their
proceedings which those judges possess collectively, with respect to the proceedings
of criminal judges under section 24, Regulation X, of 181.6.

10.——According,to the spirit of: these prow'siqns, the court of Foujdaree Udalut
do not consider ajudge presiding at a. sessions of jail delivery authorized. to order,
aimagistrate to institute. any new proceedings, or to perform any judicial act with
regard to cases recorded on the calendars submitted by a criminal judge.‘ It is
competent only to a judge of circuit to bring to the notice of a magistrate any irre-
guiarities which may have appeared on the proceedings of the magistratein such
cases, to give him such instructions as he may deem necessary for ,his future
guidance, and to-call upon him for any explanation which he may have tovofi'er on
matters about to be submitted to the court of- Foujdaree Udalut.

1;].—Under this view of the intent and meaning‘of the regulations, the court of
Foujdaree Udalut are of Opinion, that the third judge of the court of circuit should
have directed the petitioners to appear before the magistrate of 'Malabar, forwarding
at the same time such observations tothat officer, on the subject, matter of those
petitions, as he might have considered to be proper.

'l 2.—The-court having recorded their sentiments on the point- immediately sub-
mitted for their censid'eration, proceed to make some general observations on the
papers now before them.

13.-The remarks of the third judge, on the provisions of clause lst, section.24,
Regulation IX, of 1816, are to be received with some limitation,_ inasmuch as the
restriction therein imposed applies only to cases in which prisoners may be forwarded
to a criminaljudge, and notto those cases in which it is competent to a magistrate
tQ pass‘ sentence under the provisions of the regulations. In all cases of the latter
description, it is the duty of a magistrate to observe the course pointed out, in clause
2d,; section 18, Regulation.VII, of 1802.

I4.-——lp addition to- the papers forwarded at the request of the magistrate, . the
third judge has submitted en_extract from his proceedings; dated the 22d December,
containing his observations on various acts of oppression on the part of the native
officers of police, which have been brought to his knowledge during the circuit, as
also on certain irregularities in the proceedings of the magistrate. 1n. the observa-
tions which the third judge has deemed it proper to make on the several points
noticed in this extract, the court of Foujdaree Udalut entirely concur, and they trust.
that the magistrate of Malabar will pay every attention to the excellent rules which
the third judge of the court of circuit has prescribed for the guidance of the magis-
trate, in order that he may avoid a repetition of the irregularities which have been
brought to his‘ notice, and suppress those practices among the officers ,of police,
whichvappear to have preVailed to an alarming extent in the zillah under. his autho-
rity, and which, if permitted» to pass unnoticed, may be attended withconsequences
the most injurious to the peace and happiness of the community.‘
'15.—The greater number of cases referred by the, magistrate to. the officers of

police, for the purpose of investigation, would, seem to have been .so referred in
the early part of ~18: 8, and anterior, it'is, tO'be presumed, therefore, to the receipt
of the court’s orders, dated 14th F‘ebruaxy 1‘81 8, in which the magistrate was strictly
enjoined to discontinue a practice, which, to the extent, and according to the mode
in- which it has been followed by the magistrate, is wholly unauthorized by the

regulations,
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regulations, and has an obvious tendency to obstruct the due administration of
public justice.

16.9—Ordered, That extract of these procoedings be sent to the third judge of the
court of circuit, in the western division, by precept, desiring him to Communicate
the same to the magistrate of Malabar, for his information and guidance.
17.—The court deeming it expedient also, that the several papers should be sub.-

mitted, with their proceedings, for the information of government.
18..—-It is ordered, That the letter and extract from these proceedings be sent

to the secretary to government in the judicial department, for the purpose of
being laid before the Right honourable the Governor in-conncil.

(A true extract.) (signed) Robert Anderson, Deputy Register.

Ordered, in consequence, That the following letters be dispatched to the register
to the court of Foujdar-y Udalut, and to the board of revenue.

N7° 216.—-—To the Register to the Foujdary Udawlut.

Sir:—-—I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in council, to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th January last, with its several
accompaniments.

Par. 2.—-The Governor in council is concerned to learn from those papers, that
irregularities of a serious nature have taken place in the administration of the po-
lice in Malabar, and observes, with particular regret, the ground which there is
for believing that acts of oppression, implying an abusive exercise of powers in
themselves not warranted by the regulations, have been committed by native agents
in that department, to’ whom the magistrate had improperly delegated duties, which
Ought to have been performed either by himself, or by one of his assistants. It is
trusted, however, that the orders which have been issued on the occasion by the
judge on circuit, and by the Foujdary Udalut, will have the effect of preventing the
recurrence of such irregularities or abuses.

Par. 3.——The only point in respect of which those orders appear to the Governor
in council to call for any particular remark, is the opinion expressed by the judge
on circuit, in his instructions to the magistrate, that exculpatory evidence taken
before a magistrate is of no validity, because, contrary (as he thinks) to the pro-
visions of clause first, section 24, Regulation IX, of 18l6, which prescribe, as
the ceurse to be pursued by the‘magistrate,‘ .when a prisoner is brought before him,
charged with any crime or misdemeanor, that “ he shall inquire into the circum-
stances of the charge, and examine the prisoner, and also such other persons as are
stated to have any knowledge of the crime or misdemeanor alleged against the pri-
soner.” Mr. Baber evidently construes these words, as precluding the admission of
all evidence that does not make against the prisoner. Whatever opinion may be
entertained concerning the prOpriety of such a rule, if ' confined to cases of inquiry
with a view to future trial before a different tribunal, it is obvious that it could not be
applied, without the most glaring injustice, where an ultimate judgment is to be
passed on the guilt or innocence of the accused. The same words, however, are
used in section 9, Regulation X, of ' 1816, in prescribing the course of procedure
to be observed by the criminal judge, as well in those cases where he is himself to
pass a finaljudgment, as in those where his province is merely to determine, whe-
ther the accused shall be discharged, or shall be reserved for trial before the court
of circuit ; and it does not appear how they can be construed to lay down any rule
of evidence for the one description of cases, which will not of necessity extend to the
other. The Governor in council, therefore desires, that the Foujdary Adawlut will
state distinctly their opinion concerning the right construction of these provisions of
the regulations, and in particular on the question, whether, in any case whatever,
they have the effect ascribed to them by the construction of Mr. Baber, to render
exculpatory evidence of no validity.
4.~A reference will be made to the Board of Revenue, in consequence of the

observations submitted by Mr. Baber, concerning the practice which appears to
prevail in Malabar, of distraining and selling by public, auction the slaves of revenue
(lefaulters. I have, &c.

(signed) D. Hill, Secy to Government.
Fort St. George, 28th April 1819.
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(N' 217.)—-To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue.

Gehtlemen:~—I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying extract of a
communication from the Foujdarry Adawlut, with the cOpy of a letter" from the
judge lately 0n circuit on the western division,‘ containing the observations 'to which
the court refer, relative to a practice which appears- to prevail in Malabar, of dis.
training and selling by public auction the slaves of' reVenue defaulters.

2.—-The Right honOurable. the Governor in [council desires,_'that_ having made
without delay such inquiry as you may judge 'requisite for the- purpose, you wilt
submit a full report respecting the facts . arid 'circumstances connected with‘ the
subject, and at the same time state yeur-opinion, whether the practice which actually
prevails in this respect should be permitted to continue as at present, or whether it
ought either to 'be laid under such restrictions as, in your judgment would render it
unobjectionable, or to be altogether abolished,,as, productive of evils for which. no
adequate remedy can be devised. I have, &C.

(signed) D. Hill, Sec. to Government.
Fort St. George, 28th April 1819.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial COnSultations, 8th June 1819.

Read the following letter from the Register to the court of” Foujdarr‘y Ad'awlut.

To the Secretary to the Government in the Judicial Department.

Sir:—I am directed by the jud es of the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, to transmit
to you the acco‘mpan ing extract mm the court’s proceedings of this date, for the
purpose of being lai before the Right honourable the Governor in council.

I have, &c.~

Fouj‘darry Adawlut, Register’s Ofiice, (signed) W Oliver, Register.
19th May 1819.

Extract from the Proceedings of. the Foujdarry Adawlut, under date the
19th May 1819.

Read letter dated 28th ultimo, and received on the 1 2th instant, from the secretary
to government in the judicial department, remarking upon the construction given by
the third judge of the court of circuit in the western division, to the provisions of
clause 1, section 24, Regulation IX, of 1816, and desiring, that the Foujdarry Adaw—
lut will state distinct! their Opinion concerning the right construction of the pm
visions of the above clhuse, and of section 9, Regulation X, of 1816.

2.———The passage in the precept of the third judge of the court of circuit in the
western division, referred'in the above letter, runs as follows :-—“ As to the excul-
patory evidence taken before the assistant magistrate, it is exceedingly questionable,
and at all events of no validity, because, contrary to the provisions of clause 1,
sect. 24, Regulation IX, of 1816, which restricts the magistrate to the examination
of witnesses in behalf of the prosecutor, or, in the words of the regulation, to
examine the prisoner, and also such other persons as are stated to have any know-
ledge of the crime or misdemeanor alleged against the prisoner.
3.—The court of Foujdarry Adawlut, in their proceedings under date the 20th

January last, which were submitted to government with the letter of the third judge,
observed, that “ the remarks of the third judge on the provisions of clause 1, sect. 24,.
Regulation IX, of 1816,. are. to be received with some limitation, inasmuch as the
restriction therein imposed applies only to cases in which prisoners may be forwarded
to a criminal judge, and not to those cases in which it is competent to a magistrate
to pass sentence under the provisions of the regulations.” In all cases of the latter
description, it is the duty of a magistrate to observe the course pointed out in
clause 2, section 18, Regulation VII, of 1802.

4.——-The court of Foujdarry Adawlut are of opinion, that the spirit of the fore-
going remark is to be maintained in the construction of section 9,' Regulation X,
of 1816, it being contrary to the fundamental principles of law, which has in view
the protection of persons, that any man should be condemned unheard.

5.—That it is the bounden duty of the criminal judge or magistrate, as the case
may be, in the investigation of the ofi'ences specified in.section 7, Regulation X,
of 1816, and in sections 32 and 33, Regulation IX, of 1816, to take eVidence

on
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on behalf of the person accused, and to afford to him every facility of defence,
could never admit of a doubt,-and although no express provision to that efl'ect
is contained in the subsisting Regulations, the omission may have arisen from the

supposition,» that it could not be necessary to provide against so manifest a violation
of the first principles of justice, as would attend a difl'erent mode of proceeding.

6.——The court of Foujdarry Adawlut are at the same time of opinion, that a strict
adherence to the letter of the provisions of section 24, Regulation IX, and of

section 9, Regulation X, of 1816, is to be observed by judicial officers, in the

investigation of all cases not punishable by them, to the exclusion of all evidence on
behalf of the person accused, the admission of which, would in the opinion of the
court, be highly objectionable, as anticipating his defence before the higher tribunal.

7.—-—Ordered, that extract of these proceedings be sent to the secretary to govern:
ment in the judical department, for the purpose of being laid before the Right
honourable the Governor in council.

(A true extract.) (signed) IV. Oliver, Register.

Ordered, that the following reply be dispatched to the Register to the Court of
Foujdarry Adawlut, :—

Sir :--I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th ult.
(N' )9.) relative to the interpretation of clause lst, section 24, of Regulation IX,
A. D. 1816. From the language used by the third judge on circuit in the western
division, it seemed that he was of cpinion, that exculpatory evidence in the case of
a prisoner examined before a magistrate, is of no validity, as being contrary to the
provisions of the clause in question. The Foujdarry Adawlut, however, are under-
stood, in the proceedings which accompanied your letter, to state only, that a pri-
soner is not to be put upon his defence till brought to trial. The opinion which the
judge on circuit seemed to entertain, is in express contradiction to the very letter of
the clause. on which apparently it is founded, and which requires the magistrate to

“ inquire into the circumstances of the charge,” and to examine “ such persons as
are stated to have any knowledge of the crime or misdemeanor alleged against the
prisoner.” The expression, that exculpatory evidence is of no avail, would imply
that only the criminatory part of the testimony of any witnesses examined by the
magistrate, should be received. The Governor in council therefore deems it necessary,
that the Foujdarry Adawlut should set right the circuitjudge, and the magistrate to
whom his precept was addressed on this point.

I have, &c.

Fort St. George, 8th June 1819. (signed) D. Hill, Scc’ to Gov‘.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
13th May 1819.

Read the following letter:

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue.

Gentlemen :-——I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying extract of a
communication from the Foujdarry Adawlut, with the copy of a letter from the

judge lately on circuit in the Western Division, containing the observations to which
the court refer, relative to a practice which appears to prevail in Malabar, of dis-

training and selling by public auction, the slaves of revenue defaulters.

2.—-The Right honourable the Governor in council desires. that having made with-
out delay, such inquiry as you may judge requisite for the purpose, you will submit
a full report respecting the facts and circumstances connected with the subject; and

at the same time state your opinion, whether the practice which actually prevails in
this respect, should be permitted to continue as at present, or whether it ought either

to be laid under such restrictions as in your judgment, would render it unobjection‘
able, or to be altogether abolished, as productive of evils for which no adequate

remedy can be devised. (signed) D. Hill, Sec. to Government.
Fort St. George, 28th April 1819.

(N° 1.)-Extract of a Communication from the Foujdary Adawlut,
dated 20th Januury 1819.

5..—-“ On the question of the sale by public auction of the petitioner’s slaves, the

court of Foujdary Adawlut are not competent to decide ; but they consider it to be

incumbent upon them to bring to the notice of the Right houourable the Governor
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in council, the observations made by the third judge, on a subject so intimately con-
nected with the welfare of alarge portion of the subjects of the state, and so nearly
allied to the highest interests of humanity.”

(A true extract.) (signed) D. Hill, Secy to Gov'.

(N’ 2.)—-To the Register to the Foujdaree Udaiut.

Sir :—-In compliance with the request of the magistrate of Malabar, as contained
in his returns, under date 7th, 14th and 21st instant, to several precepts I had
occation to issue to him, I have the honour to transmit, to be laid before the
court of Foujdaree Udalut, copy of the whole of the papers connected therewith,
and to submit the following recapitulation in elucidation of the circumstances which
have called for the exercise of the authority of the court of circuit, over that oflicer’s
proceedings.

Out of numerous petitions presented to the court of circuit, complaining of
various oppressions on the part of the local servants, in their capacities as revenue
and police officers, and a want of justice on the part of the collector and‘ magis-
trate, there were four which appeared to me should be brought to the magistrate’s
pointed attention.
The first of these was from Eroom Campally Kondy Nair, the mookestan and

head of one of the most respectable families in the Beypoor hobily, and his- two
nephews, accusing the parbatty of Beypoor, and sheristadar of Calicut, of conspiracy
in having fabricated. two false police complaints against them, in revenge for their
complaining to the collector against them, and in having. subjected them to an igno-
minions confinement in their own cutcheries, and afterwards in the zillah jail; and
amongst other acts of oppression in their revenue capacities, forcibly carrying offend
selling four of their chermars by public auction, to a Mr. Sheppard, an European!
who succeded to the hemp manufactory at Beypoor. They stated, that they had
been acquitted without any trial on the first of these false complaints; and oh the
second, which was at the prosecution of the collector himself, they had been
brought before the criminal Court, and fully acquitted ; and that although they had
presented ten petitions to the Collector and magistrate, during eight months, they
c0uld get no redress, but an order from the collector to these officers to restore his
paddy seed and chermars, but which had notbeen obeyed.
With this petition, they delivered the petitions presented to the collector and ma-

gistrate, five of which only were endorsed, at one time to the purport, that the com-
plaints were not cognizable by him, as magistrate, and to bring a petition to him
as collector, (although the petition was addressed to him in both these capacities), at
another; and that he,' the collector and magistrate, had ordered a prosecution to
be instituted against the petitioners, when the truth of the circumstances they com-
plained of would be known; at another, that they had been committed‘t‘o jail; for
having forcibly carried off the nelly seed attached for arrears of revenue; at another,
that the karanamen himself (head; of the family) should attend, when his grievances
would be inquired into 5 and, lastly, when the karanamen did attend; that the case
could not be settled by him, in consequence of the petitioner’s unwillingness to
submit it to arbitration.

Previous to calling upon the magistrate for explanations, I referred to the calen—
dars submitted to the court of circuit by himself and- the assistant criminal judge,
but only found one of the cases in those of the latter oflicer; and, having referred
to the proceedings, it. appeared that this prosecution, whichvought to have beenrejected in the first instance by the assistant criminal judge, under the provi‘sions‘of
section 1 7, Regulation XXVIII, A. D. 1802, was instituted by the magistrate 'upon no other grounds than the examinations taken by the Calicut sheristadax (who,
it must be recollected, was one of the persons Whom the petitioners. had accused ofoppres'sion, and of being the chief instigator of this false complaint against him);that entire .2oth July, thefpetitioners (one, an old man of 82) were committed to jail,and remained there until the 1 8th August, when, they were released, on the groundthat the charge had not been proved ; and it was clear, from the improbable and
contradictory purport of the evidence, that the whole wasa fabrication. The ac-count given by the parbutty himself, before the assistant criminal judge, was alonesufficient to shew this, and that the petitioners had not complained without ample
cause. In his examination, . he admitted ' that he had distrained.21_l- paras. of nelly
seed, and seven of the petitioner’s- chermars, and sold 99 paras of theseed-on the

3d Meenon;
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3d Meenon; that the" day following, the petitioner gave-security for the amount
due, and in consequence he Sent an order" to restore the seed that had been sold,
but3Whieh had not been ‘done,--because of . the purchaser having carried it away;
that the rest of the Seed had n0t been sold in‘ consequence (5f theichermars having
been disposed of, but remained under attachment, beCause of the 99 paras not having
beeni‘estoted, accordingto promise.- The parbutty‘ further admitted, that the 99
ans had been sold without any‘ advertisement,”and that it'wa's mot usual to issue

onefor the sale Of any other description ofproperty then lands ;.- that the nelly seed
was leftiinthe petitioner’s house,‘ and given over to‘the change of the, mookestans,
that the vhbusehad been deserted; and the mookestans had 'onlybnce gone to the
hause after the belly had been dlstr‘ained, when it was not there.

In conSeqitehce of the above, ‘on the 18th November, I forwarded copy of the
petition to the magistrate, and called upon him -to furnishrthe fullestinformation
with reSpect to that part which related to the confinement of the petitionersat one
time by hislgoificeijs, and another. in the gaol on :a charge, which, underthe Regula-
tions; was not of criminal cognizance; and what proceedings hehad instituted
against the two-Qfiieers tcomplained against since the acquittalof the petitioners,
and the Ordersghe had passed upon the petitions they had. presented? to him. 'I also
requested to be-informed,-whether there was any foundation 'for the assertion, that
four cherimars had been seized and sold by public auction, for :the. sum of
rupees 32.3, and whether, in any case, chermars were liable to attachment and
sale in satisfaction of revenue arrears.

Instead, however, of furnishing the information called for, the magistrate evaded
the order, by referring. me to his orders as collector, upon .the petitiéns presented to
him, and declaring that none of a police nature had been presented to him as
magistrate.
The court of Foujdary Udalut will judge how far this order of mine was not per-

fectly legal, and fully warranted by the circumstances of the case; and, with respect
to the concluding declaration, that no complaint of' a police nature had been pre-
sented ~to'.him as magistrate, it is only necessary to remark, that it is obviously at
variance with the provisions of section xliv. Regulation XI. A. D. 1816; and how
far it was within my province to call for information on the subject of the sale by
public auction of the petitioner’s slayes, Isnbmit with the fullest confidence to
the court of Fonj'darree Udalut, that whatever may ,be the acknowledged rights of
the people to the labour of this wretched race of peOple, they are equally entitled
to the same pr‘otectiou from us as those of the natives whoare born ‘under happier
circumstances; and that-all personal injuries '(in vwhichthe forcible abduction, and
sale by public auction, like so many cattle,-_without their owner even master’s con-
sent, ought to be comprehended) should 'be estimated by the "cOur'ts like personal
wrongs done in other cases; and,‘ab,ove all, I submit, whether such 'a mode of
realizing the public i'evenues is not at variance with the spirit of Our laws, as
administered in this country, Ceylon, Java, and wherever else the influence of
British law is felt, where local slavery is tolerated.
Upon the rest of my preceptsto, the magistrates, I shall not have to trouble the

court with any explanations. as they so clearly explain the grounds 'upon which
they have been issued; and when they advert to the‘nature and extent of the cruel-
ties practising by the public setVants, as complained of in the petitions I forWarded
to the magistrate, and developed,.in the numerous cases of the same tried on his
calendars also, to the frequent instances that have occurred of robbery, cattle steal-
ing, and other heinous offences, which it was that Officer’s duty, under the Regu-
lations,- to have forwarded to the criminal judge, either compounded between the
parties, or sentenced to very inadequate punishments, or discharged upon very
insufficientgrounds; and‘ to ‘that' oflicer’s irregular mode of proceeding in his ma-
gisterial capacity, as I have pointedly brought to his notice in-my precept of the
22d instant, I feel satisfied they will concur with me in the necessity for the exer-
cise of the utmost controlling authority vested in the courts of circuit over the
magistrate’s proceedings, and that the measures I have suggested for his guidance
are the only effectual ones by which the laws can be carried strictly and regularly
mt" execution. I have the honour to be, 8m.

(signed) T. .H. Baber, Judge on Circuit.
Tellicherry, 3 1 st Dec. 1 8 l 8..
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To the Magistrate in the Zillah of Malabar.

You are herewith furnished with copy of a petition to the court 'of circuit, preo
sentedbyErumbunpally CondyNair, in his own and in behalf of his Karoona.‘
wens ,Condy and Chandoo; the' former an old man, aged 82, cemplaining of
several acts of oppression and abuse of power. on the part of the, parbutty’ of
Beypoor ,and- sheristadar of Calicut, and are requested to furnish the fullest infor-
mation with respect'to that part which relates to the confinement "of thepetitioners
by those officers in their-capacity of policeoffi'cers, and their‘commitment t0’ the
common aol upon a charge which, under the Regulations, is not of criminal cogni.
zance. $ou are further required to_ reportlwhether you have instituted any pro.
ceedings.against those two officers since the acquittal of the prisoners, and what
orders. you have passed upon the numerous petitions they state having presented
to on.

lxhe petitioners. having complained, amongst other grievances, against the par.
butty and sheristadar, in their capacity of revenue oflicers,.that four of their cher-
mars had been seized and sold by public auction, by the parbutty, 'for the sum of
rupees 32.3, you are further requested to report, whether there is any foundation
for this part of the petition, 'and whether, in any case, chermars are liable to attach-
ment and sale in satisfaction of revenue arrears.

Given under my hand and seal, this I 8th day of November 1 81 8.
(1.. s.) (signed) T. H. Baber, Judge on Circuit.

In reply to this precept, received at 10 minutes past 10 p. m. the magistrate has
merely to request the third judge‘will call' upon the petitioners for their Several peti.
tions presented to the collector, and returned endorsed by him, which the collector
and magistrate is convinced will satisfy the third judge, that the subject of the
petition is entirely of a revenue nature, and none of a police nature have been pre-

sented to the magistrate. (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.

Quilandy, Nov. 1 9th, 1 8 I 8.

Vakalatnamah from Mr. James Vaughan to Kallatil Atchen Vakeel, of the
Zillah, South Malabar.

Whereas Erambampaily Kondy Nair, and his nephew Cherria Kondy, in-
habitants of Cherrowanoor Jarrah, Beypoor Hobilly in the Talook of Calicut, being
indebted on account of arrears of Sirkar reVenue for the year 993 M. s. the sum of
fanams 207, and vishums 7, on the 3d of Menom 993, some nelly seed and other
property belonging-to the aforesaid Kondy Nair, were, by the Boypoor- Hobbiliy
Parbutty and Mookiastons,- distrained and deposited in the Paytayum, in the heuse
named Tekedata, the door of which was lockedup and sealed; but the aforesaid
Kondy Nair and Cherria Kondy, having at different periods opened the lock by a
false key,‘ and stolen the property, the Calicut Talook Sheristadar seized and ex-
amined the aforesaid two prisoners, who denied the char ~e; but it has been proved
by the statements, of the witnesses Nellsiy Oonee Koya, geechanary Kauda Kootty,
Ppotellen Chaichen, and the Mookiastans, that the aforesaid two prisoners'did steal
the aforesaid distrained articles. The aforesaid prisoners having thus in defiance
of orders committed this thefy you are hereby furnished with a vak'alutnamah from
me, to prosecute and bring the aforesaid prisoners to condign punishment. After
therefore perusing the proceedings, you must institute a prosecution against them

accordingly. (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.

6th of Karkadom 993, 20th Juiy 18l8.

To Mr. Whish, Assistant Criminal Judge in the Zillah of South Malabar.

Petition of Vakeel Kallatil Atcheen Eroombampaily Ueaiia Kondy Nair, and
his nephew Cherria, Kondy,‘ inhabitants of Cheerowanoor Deshun, Beypoor Hobiily,
in the Talook of Calicut, were indebted on account of Sirkar revenue arrears of
93, new fanams 207, and vishums 7, in consequence of which, on the 3d of
enom 993, the Beypoor Hohily Parbutty and Mookiastans, distrained the nelly

seed, and the other property belonging to the aforesaid Kondy Nair, and put the
same in his patayum (kind of cupboard for depositing paddyin), in the housg

name
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named Takkedala, locked up the door thereof and sealed it; but the aforesaid
Kondy Nair and Cherria Kondy‘having several times opened the lock by a false
keyland stole the aforesaid property, the Calicut Taloog Sheristadar seized and ex-
amined them, when, by the statements of the witnesses-Nellony Oonee Kona
Peechanary Kunda Kooty Poo-tellen Chairchen, and the Mookiastans, it was
proved, that the said two prisoners, with some others, stole the said property. The
aforesaid two prisoners having thus, in defiance of the orders of the sirkar, com-
mitted this theft, Mr.Vaughan the collector and magistrate of Malabar, has fur-
nished me with a vakalatnamah, for the purpose of prosecuting .the. aforesaid two

. prisoners, in order that they may be brought to candign punishment, I therefore
prefer a complaint against them accordingly.

7th of'Karkadagom, 993 M. s. ‘ (signed)

Examination of Kerake Paat Chandoo Nair, taken on oath before the Assistant
Criminal Judge, on the 7th August I818.

Qaestion.—Do you know the prisoners?
Amen—I do.

In which of these prisoner’s names is the Jumma revenue registry?
In the name of Walya Kondy Nairt

In what month and day was nelly seed distrained, on account of revenue in
the prisoner’s house P

It was in the beginning of Magarom; I am not certain of the date; it was but
0068 distrained.

Was any of the distrained property ever sold; if so, did any part remain
unsold ; if so, how much, and why was it not sold?

There were distrained 2| 1 parras of seed, and 6 or 7 cheeroomars; of these 99
parras of seed were sold on the 3d Menom, and four of the cheeroomars on the
16th Meddom ; the rest of the chermars, now remaining, 1 1 1 parras seed were not
sold; on the day’following, that on which the Mookistanmars and prisoners had
made the sale, they said, that if the seed was returned to them, they would discharge
the amount due ; but by this time the seed had been carried away by the purchaser;
I had sent a note by Kolkars to the Mookastans. to deliver the seed to; these
prisoners, if the purchaser had not carried it away, but as the seed had been already
taken away by the purchaser before the note reached them, adispute ensued between
the Mookiastans and 'the prisoners, whereupon the remaining property was dis.
trained, but which was not sold in consequence of the Chermars having been dis-
posed of.

It is usual tomake a proclamation for the sale of any distrained property
on account of revenue arrears; was any such proclamation made in this
case?

A proclamation will be made for the sale of paddyfields and parrambas, but
I never saw a proclamation for the sale of any other description of property ; none
was made in this case.

Who brought the distrained property outside of the house; were they Nairs,
or people from whom pollution is incurred ?

They were Nairs, and people from whom pollution is incurred. A

What was the amount balance due by the prisoners at the time the property
was distrained, and what month’s balance was it?

It was about 50 rupees, for the month of Markaram Koombhom.

8.—Was there any order for you (the parbutty) to go to the place of sale, and
did you go there?

There was an order, and I went to the place of sale.

9.—What is the distrained property you say has been missing?
I It is the afore-mentioned seed ; it was missing in the month of Meddom, but I do
not know the date.

I 25. 1 o.—~Was
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Fort'St. George lo.—Was any suspicion entertained against the prisoners, at the period this
Papers: property was missing, in the month of Meddom P

State 0f Slavery Whenthe property was missing in the month of Meddom, a search was made,
iFTgfn‘PtgzpeZ’s when two nairs of seed were found upon the prisoners; the latter end of Meddom,

\ J the prisoners were forwarded to the talook, in the month of Eddowam.

11..—-—In whose hands is distrained property delivered over, and to whose
charge was the property in the present instance made over?

The Mokiastans are the persons who take charge of distrained property. This
property was in like manner under charge of the Mookiastan's.

12.——After the dispute between the Mookiastans and the prisoners, in con-
sequence of the sale of the seed, did the prisoners quit that house; if they
did, who occupied it afterwards?

I do not know that they quitted the house after the property was distrained;
when the seed was missing, I went to the said house, at Whi‘ch time nobody inhabited
it. They (the owners supposed) 'lived in a house to the north side. Formerly,
Koondy Nair alone resided in the said house.

13.—Was any zameen taken from the prisoners for the revenue ; if so, when
was it, and under what terms?

After the seed had been sold, Walia Kondy Nair brought his nephew Chandoo,
who promised to pay the amount, and passed a chit to that effect accordingly; but
after the quarrel between them and the Mookiastans, the amount was not paid..

l4.——What is the amount, on account of 993 revenue, what is the amount
received, and what is still due ?

The total amount is 1,000 and odd fanams, on account of which about 20 rupees
are still due, the remaining has been paid.

15.-—-Did‘ you grant receipts for the amount received?
I did.

16.—Four chermars out of six or seven have been sold; where are the
remaining ones?

In their chala (huts)

1'7.-When a search was made for the distrained property, besides the two
.nairs of seed, was no other information obtained regarding it?

It was ascertained that their people had carried the seed to the northern house;
they were therefore sent'to the taloog.

1 8,—Was the seed missing when you went to sell it; or was it at any other
. tinie,_ and all missing at once? ‘

A Kolkar ’said, that when _he went one day to look, he did not see it; and the
Mookiastans said, that as it was deposited in the houSe of the prisoners; they were
not in the habit 'of going to 1001: at 'it‘; btit that they did‘not see it one day when they
did go t0" see it; it was ‘nOt known whether‘ it' was taken at once, or at different
times.

(signed) C. M'Whish, Assistant Criminal Judge.

Ex'rerr of the 3d Calendar, Second Sessions, 1818, Zillah, South Malabar.

 

 

N' Nana of the Parties. Charge. Abstract “Examination and Sentence. Date of Release-

Tbe Acting Government, ' 1 81 8:
153 Vakeel Kallatil Atchen, For stealing distrained Charge not proved, the 18th August.

0 128781“, _ , property which the Parbutty Prisoners released.
1. Erroonnbumpally Walla Kandy had sealed for Sirkar Reve-

qur. ‘ one means.

2. Ditto Cherria Kondy Nair.     
(True extract and translation.) (signed) T. H. Balm.
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To Mr. Baber, Judge of the Provincial Court of Appeal and Circuit, for the Division
of" Malabar, Canara, and Soonda. '

The Petition of the-Mookiastan Eroombampally Kondy Nair,-and his nephew
Chandoo,l"and ~Kondy, inhabitants of Cheroomanor Deshum, Beypoor, ‘
Calicut Talook, in the Zillah of South Malabar.

For the wantof money to pay revenue, in consequence of the loss of the crop
of 993. M. s. and to prevent our ruin by the sale by public auction, of the seed,
slaves and cattle (on our estates); . we, in the mdnth Of Verischigom last, presented
a petition to the collector, who passed an order accordingly by endorsement on the
petition, which being delivered to the parbutty of the aforementioned hobily, we
commencedcollecting the amount; .when on the 3d of Meenom last, the Beypoor
Hobily Parbutty,_ named Chandoo Nair,‘ the Hobily Menon, and the Talook and
Hobilly Kolkars, to the number of eight or ten persons, came to my house called
Jekadata; and saying that they had received orders from the Calicut Talo‘ok.’Sheris-
mdar, caused a blacksmith to break open the lock of the door of the centre room,
and having mixed together the different kind of . seed, Nelly of Magarom brought
the Nelly out into the compound, and the -day’beingeadvanced and too late to sell,
left Cherikanden. and Keloo Kooroop, the persons-who acted for the Mookiastans,
and the Kolkar Cheroonee to guard it; when.the Parbutt and the Menon .went
away. - 0n the morning of- the 4th I went to the Hobilly gutcherry, and "told the
Parbutty that it was a grievance to sell the seeds, and that I would procure and pay
the amount in cash. ~ The Parbutty Chandoo Nair then said, that if I would give
in [aforesaid relation Chando as Koka security fer the‘balauce of 993 M. 5. he
would consent, whereupon the amount which Chandoo had by him at the time
having been paid, he ‘(the Parbutty) caused Chandoo to execute a koka zameenee
chid for the balance; which being delivered to the Parbutty before the witnesses,
it was agreed to deliver the aforesaid seeds .to Chandoo. but on our returning
home, the'aforesaid seeds were notwithstanding sold by public auction through
spite, and part of'the seeds that remained in the compound unsold was offered to
Chandoo, who'said that‘he would only receive the whole quantity, and he then
came away, when a tiety was called, and the remaining seed carried and placed by
her within the house, thereby polluting my‘ house. By that time I went there, and.
told the Parbutty that I would prefera complaint. for polluting my house and
selling my seeds; whereupon the Parbutty, with a'view to screen himself from
blame, assisted by the persons who acted for the Mookiastans (as before men-
tioned,) caused a complaint to be preferred in the talook against my nephews, the
aforesaid Chandoo and Kondy, who were in consequence on the 5th of Menom con-
fined in the Talook Cutcherry. Whereupon, on the same day (the 5th,) a petition
waspresentedto the Talook (Sheristadar); but no order being passed thereon, the
aforesaid persons wrote an arzee 'from confinement to the huzzoor, but the collector
being that day absent at Tellicherry, , the gentleman. whowas then in the huzzoor,
returned the petition with an endorsement,'when the witnesses to complaint (against
Chandoo and Kondy) Were sent for and examined in the talook ; but nothing been.
proved against them (Chandoo and Kondy,) they were about to be released, when
the sheristadar told them, that they must go and bring the revenue amount, and that

theexamination was not finished. They were notwithstanding discharged without
security. Afterwards we paid the revenue and received chits, but without getting
the receipt for the proceeds of the seeds‘, when a kolkar came again from the talook,
and together with the parbutty Chandoo Nair, seized and carried away ten of my
chennars; four of them were sold by public auction, and purchased by Areealoor'
Koroo for the Sahib who carries on a hemp manufacture at Beypoor (Mr. Shep-

perd.) In consequence of which I presented a second petition to the collector,
under date the 26th Eddawom, who sent an order to the talook to restore the afore-

mentioned seeds and the chermars ; and when I repaired to the talook, the sheris-
tadar told me he would restore the chermars, but not the seeds; I then told him,

that if he did not give the seeds back, it would not be possible to carry on the culti-
vation and pay the revenue for the year 994 Mesh; upon which the sheristadar
told Kondy, that since he had presented petitions to the gentlemen, he would devrse
some other means to bring a police complaint against him, and get him punished.

According, on the 19th of Mithoonam last, Kondy was confined in the room of the

reVenue defaulters in the talook; and on the 20th, I, aged 82 years, was also. put in

confinement; and afterwards, on the 24th, a false complaint having been lodged in

the talook, it was investigated into, and reported to the huzzoor; from whence we
1‘25. were
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but when the matter was inquired into in courts'the' charge not being 'proved
against-ns, we were on the 6th of Chingom set at libert . On the 7th we presented
another petition to the collector, who sent for the taloo sheristadar in the hu'zzoor,
and acain ordered the seeds and chermars'to be restored, but he did not comply
with t e order. ' We therefore, on the 20th Toolam, presented another petition to'
the collector, stating that the time for sowing being over, and not being able. to
borrow seed for sewing, he would be pleased to send for the talook sheristadar
and the parbutty Chandoo Nair, and cauSe them to make restitution of 25141.
parras of seeds'carried from my house, together with 70 parras which ,1 annual]
borrow for sowing, total 321 i parras of seed (which when sown will produce 1,6081"
parras of paddy,) as also various other property, and thus enable me to pay the
revenue and defray our family expenses. The sheristadar was consequently sent
for, and ordered to cause restitution of my property; but the parbutty was neither
sent for, nor the property caused to be restored; wherefore on the 27th of Toolam
another petition was presented to the collector, who returned it with an endorse,
ment, that the matter would be investigated into, if I (the kamawen) myself 3}»
peared. Accordingly, on the' 36th of Toolam, I myself went, and presented a
petition ; when I wasasked, if I. was willing to adjust the business by razeenamah,
or by arbitration, I answered, I would agree to the award, if it was without pre.
judice to me; but that I preferred that the affair be settled before the gentlemen,
when the petition was returned with an endorsement, that the matter could not be
settledthere (in the huzzoor.) '

I am accordingly grieved in consequence of the sheristadar and the parbutty,
through malice, having caused my house to be polluted, and thereby my own and
family’s removal therefrom,_ and the loss of various property; also in having caused
the sale of m chermars and seed, and thereby prevented the cultivation, as also in
having cause twice false police complaints to be preferred against us, and witnesses
to be suborned, and ourselves kept in confinement from the 19th of Meethoonam to
the 5th of Chingom last, to the injury of my characterland the cultivation of paddy
fields of 320 and odd parras of Magaram seed. Our c'onfinement was attended
with further losses from cattle andhogs getting into my field of 200 parras of kany
paddy, and from the water from the river getting into my field of my watta paddy
cultivation, which was to be reaped in Karkadagom, to the extent of aboutloq
parta, and from the wall, of the value of rupees too; of the house falling down'
in conSequence of its not being covered in, and also of 180 cocoa nut plants, about
400 bundles _of wykel straw,‘ the wooden work of a house, and several other
articles.

In the petition I presented to the collector I only stated, that I suffered a loss of
1,608 i parras of paddy, in consequence of not being able to carry on the cultivation,
and of various other property, but did not specify the same. This I have now done
to the court. . ‘

i _The petitions I presented to_ the collector, viz. from 5th to 8th of Meenom ; 26th
of Eddawom, 25th of Meethoonorn, 6th of Karkadagom, 7th of Chingom; 20th,
27th, and 30th of :I‘oolam, 994, M. s. ten in number, including copies taken on
ollas, of certain petitions delivered into the talook, some of them bearing endorse-
ments; I herewith submit to the court, and pray the gentlemen to send for the
aforesaid sheristadar and the parbutty Chandoo Nair; as also the petitions I pre-
sented , to the collector, the proceedings of the two police cases against us, the
petition endorsed by the collector in the month of Wreschegom, which was delivered
to the parbutty; the Roka Zameenee Chit, taken in the Hobilly cutcherry, and the
witnesses who are acquainted‘with the circumstances of the case, and having exa-
mined them, cause the restitution of my four chermars, of 1,908i parras of paddy,
and of 100 rupees, and enable us to pay the revenue, to defray our expenses, and
toj‘live in our house, and also to pass such orders as will prevent similar oppressions
ih"fut1’1re, and thereby afford us redress.

Wrischigom, 994 M. s. (signed)

were sent to the court, where until the inquirylwas completed, we were sent to jail;

Questions to the Petitioner.
Question.-—State the number of days you were in confinement, owing to the

police complaints, and who the complainants were P
_Artswer.———We were put incontinement from the 19th of Muthoonam, for a periOdef- 22 ’days, 'in the! Talook cutcherry, held in the Ftench factory. Nothing was

g'iven us for our subsistence'while in the talook; we were afterwards sent to'1thl‘:
z: a
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zillah court, when we were put in jail for a period, of 26 days, during which time
we were paid for our subsistence, and on the 6th of Chingom we were discharged;
no complaint was preferred against usin the talook', but after we came to the zillah
court, the government vakeel became our prosecutor. Previous to this, the Mooki-
astans had preferred a'charge of assault against me in the talook', when I and my
karanawen~ Chandoo Nair, were confined for four days, during which we were
neither paid our subsistence money, nor allowed to go and take our victuals.

Question.——You say four chermars were put to sale by public auction; how
came yOu by this infomtation? ,

Answer.-—The parbutty and people came to my house, seized and carried away
the chermars, and I'have since learned, that four 'of them were sold by public
auction, for 325 rupees. None of us were present during the sale; this amount
has not been credited to me in the chet receipt.

Quéstion.—Where are these chermars now?
Answer.—They areat Beypoor, in the possession of Koroo, the person who

. teemne their purchaser. -

Question.-—-After you were discharged from the zillah Court, in consequence
of the charge not having been proved against you, did you prefer your
complaint to the magistrate against the public servants, and was any
investigation held into the matter?

Answer.—W'e tlid prefer our Complaint. after our release, to the collector and
magistrate, but no Inquiry was held. (signed)

To Mr. James Vaughan, Collector and. Magistrate of Malabar.

I'The Petition of Eroomhampillay Condy Nair, Imbeechoony, Chaurloo, Cherria
Qandv Imbery Knotty, and the remainder of the family, inhabitants of Cherooma-
noor Tarmh, Beypo'or Habilly, in the talook 0f Calicnt. ‘
We have delivered to Habilly Parbutty, the petition we had before presented to

you, setting forth the loss of the crop of 993, and also (in order to prevent the ruin
of our tarward) to allow us to pay into the habilly whatever sum we might realize on
account of the 50 per cent of our revenue, due from Toolam to Dhanoo of the

. Ma oram Wella, and to receive from us the balance at the last kist, and if not then
pei , to collect it from us with interest, by the sale of our property, with your endorse-
ment, agreeable to the request in the petition, and paid half of the jumma amount
in Dhanoo, and received "a chit for it, but there being a balance against us of sixteen
rupees of‘ the Magarom Kipt, the Purbutty: and the Hobilly Menon, through malice,
wrote an arzee to the talook, when he immediately'ofl'ered to discharge the magarom-
kiSt,by the mortgage of a paramba; we accordingly sold a paramba, and caused
Malayil Koonjee Nair to pay 20 rupees' to the parbutty, and thereby settled the
magaram kist; on the 4th of Meenom we paid 20 rupees on account" of Koombho'm
Kiet, and passed at chit to Hobilly ,Cutcherry, that we would pay the balance on the
15th of this month ; but on the 4th instant, some of the Meokiastans, Nambulla
Kfistna (the brother in law ofthe Hobilly Menon), Irvowan CherOokooty Chanyefun
and some other persons came to my tehs'ildary house, mixed all the magara'm seeds
together, caused _Teit_ies to enter my house, and pollute it ; we asked the Mookiastans
and thelPurbutty, why they had acted in that manner, and complained that it was a
grievance, but they took no notice thereof ; we then said, we would represent the
matter to the gentleman, and then left the place; when they ciauSed the Tieties to
put part of the seed back into the house, and the rest the 'carried away ; ' and then
antipipating our complaint to the gentleman, Keloo Igoorup’ and Cherikanden,‘
among the; Mookiastans, lodged a complaint, and had Koondy and Chandoo confined
ill. the talook. The Parbutty; the Menon, and some of the Mookiastans have,
through malice acted towards'us in this manner, with a view to prevent us from
carrying on our cultivation in future, and to induce us who pay a great sum of
revenue, to quit our abodes, 'and thus to bring a great loss and disgrace" upon us;
We pra , therefore, the gentleman, to' examine them and'paes an order; as they have
by so oing, violated the orders passed in the month Wrischigom, on having treated
us as Jobbers, and thereby enable us to reside in the polluted house; we also prav
for the restoration of the seed they. have carried, and also that we may be releasea

i from‘confinement. The witnesses, who are acquainted with this matter, are Koya.
pillay ,Tamoo Nair,-Ruttul Rolata, Conee Kooty Nair and some others.

8th '_Meen0m; (signed)

1 2 5.
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Order.-—This case. not being cognizable in the police, this petition is rejected,
The circumstances must be represented to the collector.

20th March I 81 8. (signed) W'. Alason, Assistant Magistrate.

To Mr. James Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate of Malabar.-
The Petition of Eroombampally Kondnyair, Chandoo and Kondy. inhabitants.

of Cheeroomanoor Deshum, Beypoor Hobilly, in the talook of Calicut.
Having in consequence of the loss of the crop of 993, M. 3. presented a petition

in the month of Wrischigom last, for the purpose of preventing the sale of property
and our own ruin, for. the payment of revenue, anorder was accordingly passed to
that effect, by an endorsement upon the said petition, with yoursignature thereupon;
Which I took and delivered to the parbutty, and commenced realizing the amount as
before-mentioned, but the Beypoor Hobilly Parbutty, Chandoo Nair, and the ac:
countant Keloo Kootty Nair with some. others, on the 4th of Meenom last, in
defiance of the above order, came to my house, ‘called Tekedata, caused it to be
polluted, and the Koolladem seed of magarom cultivation, and various other sorts
of seeds carried ofl“, besides committing various other outrages. I therefore, on the
8th of Meenom,‘ preferred a complaint to the Huzzoor, but as you were that day

‘ absent at Tellicherry, the gentleman in charge returned the petition with an endorse-
ment, directing us to represent the subject to the collector, no order having been
passed from the talook cutcherry, when I represented the matter, and now all my
chermars having been seized and carried to the hobilly cutcherry, for the purpose of
selling them by public auction; I am therefore ekceedingly grieved, and beg to'state,
lst. Fmm 2,300 and odd fanams of revenue due by me, deducting what is paid by the
Koodians themselves, I am‘accou'ntable for 1,025; fanams for the year 993, M.s.
of which the sum of 780 fanams 7f vishums has been paid by myself direct, and
throughthe hands of Meley Kanjoo Nair and Nambaygaat Conee Paravan Nair,
leaving ‘a balance of fanams 247 and vishum 4%, for the payment of which, the
parbutty, Meenon and Kolkars, as alsothe defendants mentioned in my petition
of the 8th of Meenom, came on the 4th of Meenom, and carried 03‘ from my
house, called Tekedda, a- quantity of nellah seed, and sealed up the remainder,
making 251% paras, the value‘of which has not been credited to me.
2l—As they are now going to sell my chermars, I am much grieved; -I therefore

beg to state, that as I pay a great sum in revenue, if_ the seed and chermars be‘no
restored to may I shall not be able to carry on the cultivation henceforth, my family
will beinevitably mined. ' I therefore pray-the gentleman to issue an order,’ that the
sum of fanams 245, the balance of my revenue, after deducting the amount what
hasybeen already paid by me, be collected from me with‘the usual interest, within the
30th of Chingom next, and that the order which you gave me in Wrischigom last,
and which I delivered to the parbutty, as also the petition I presented at the talook
0n the 5th; in,consequence of the aforesaid defendants having polluted my house;
and» carried off the nelly seed, the zeminee chit executed in hobilly cutchen‘y, .on
account. of tevenue, ,as also the order now in my possession, passed the -huzzoor. to
the petition I preferred on the 8th of Meenom,. on this same subject, as also the dc.
fendants therein mentioned, and the witnesSessvho'are acquainted with the‘mattei'
be sent for, and after examining the circumstances of the outrage committed upon
me, cause the restitution of my seed, andthe chefmats,’ and the exemptidn of my
house from pollution, and the prevention of a similar recurrencefin future; I' also
pray, that I may be furnished with an order (to the perbutty)‘,to,collect the balance
of my negade, viz. fanams-245Vand vishums [4%, with the usua1,interest,‘Withiii
the 30th of Chingom next, and that I and. my familymay be protected.‘

26th of Eddawam 933, M. s. (signed)

To Mr. James' Vallghan', Collector‘and Magistrate in Malabar.

The .Petition of Eroombampall 4-Cherria. Kondyi Nair, of Chiroowanoor
Deshum,.Beypoor 'Hobilly, in ‘ alicut Talook, written from confinement.

On the 5th 'Menom last,‘ I, presented a petition in the Talook; and another,
dated" the" 8th, in‘the‘HuzzoOr Gutcherry, setting ferth the circumstances of the
Parbutty- and his Menoh, together with eight or ten others, having on-the4th,5nd
previous. ‘to any proclamation being issued, comet'o thehOuse dehominated Tukey-
data, where my karana-wan Kondy Nair liv'es, polluted the place, and carried 05'
makara nelly seed, and sold 251 {- para’ht, on account of rupees 70—.30, .belitjg 3

‘ ba ance
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balance of.fanams 1,025éofrevenue, due by ,my said karanawenKondyNair to the
" beypoor Hohilly Cutcherry, for the year 993,’and' for the payment of which
money, he:.(my karanawen) ,had offered a seeurity. Subsequent to; this, another
~petition, under date 28th of Edawom last, waslpresented- to you, stating, that in
the same month, four chermars were carried off and sold, without theusual procla-
mation being issued regarding them, and it was for the malicious purpose of ruining
my family that I was ?thuslpersecuted; which petition being referred to the talobk,
an answer was sent from. that cutcherry, and thena second order was issued from
the_'hu2290x; upon which the sheristadar called, and told me that the chermars,

' who had been sold, would be returned to me, and that hewould 'pass a receipt for
1h? proceeds of the sale of the nelly _seed ; to which, on my replying _that I ceuld
not carfy 6n the cultivation, unless the same was restored to me, on the 19th
instant, _I was put inyconfinement in the _talook without any causeton my part; and
while remaining there, on the 20th, my karanawen Kondy Nair was also taken to
the talook, and both of us placed in confinement among the revenue defaulters’.
One or two days before this, the sheristadar said in the presence of manyrpersons,
that, in consequence of the reply I had made to him with respect. to the -above said
cher'mars 'and seed, an Vaccusation’should he invented against me in the police,
and thereby subjected to' some‘punishmen't; which being aceord-ingly put intb exe-
cution, I was taken out'of the revenue prison-house, where'l had been confined,
and placed'in the police place of confinement.

It being very grievous that myself and karanawen should be thusconfined and
mill _treated . through malice, we earnestly pray that we may be released, after being
examined before you, and redress aflbrded to our grievances.

Dated 25th Meethoonam, '993. . (signed)

ORDER.-—-An Order having been issued to prefer a-proper complaint against the
petitioner, the circumstance stated herein will be knownwhen proceedings are held
therein. The petition is therefore returned.

9th July 1 818. (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.

To Mr. James Vziughan,’ Collector and Magistrate in Malabar.

The Petition of;the mookiastan Karoombampally Kondy Nair,‘of .Cheroo-
manoor Deshum, Beypoor Hobily, in the Calicut talook; written from
confinement.

' While lying in confinement on account. of arrears of revenue due by me to the
beypoor hobily, on the 19th Mithoonum last, by Anandrawun Cherria Kondy, was
also put in the police place of confinement in the talook, through malice, where,’ to my
great grief, he has been ever since starving with hunger, not being allowed any sub.-
sistence. Being unable to undertake any long journey, owing to my old age,
I used to depute Kondy now and then in my name, but I have never constituted
him to act for me in my private business; in consequence of this, and as Kandy
has other cultivation to attend to, he is utterly ignorant of the false accusation
which the parbutty, his menon, and some of themookiastans, through malice,
have made against me in the police; and as no witness has given evidence against
him, _I most earnestly pray that‘the aforesaid Kendy may be released, and after
examining my case,‘ that security for the payment of the revenue dime by me, until
the 30th instant, be accepted, as also, that my chermars and seed be restored to
me, and redress afforded to my grievance by releasing me from confinement.

Dated 6th Karkadagom, 993. ' (signed)

OltDEIt.—The petitioners are committed to confinement for the purpose of being
examined,;and' forwarded. to the court, for their having,, after their nelly seed had
been attached according to custom for arrears of ,_ revenue, in violation of order,
opened the house with a false key, broke the seal, and took away the'nclly.

(signed) J. Vaughan, Collector'and Magistrate.

Dated 6th Katkadagom, 993.

[25.
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To Mr. James Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate of Malabar.

The Petition of Eroombampally Kondy Nair. inhabitant of Cheroomanomv
Deshum, Beypoor Hobilly, in the talookof Calicut. .

They, Beypoor Hobily Parbutty Keyakepaut Chundoo Nair, With eight or ten
persons, having come to my house, said that they had been ordered by the Calicut
talook sheristadar, on account of revenue, polluted it, and sold, without any pro-
clamation, my magarom seeds and chermars, I preferred several petitions to you,
when an order was passed upon my petition of the 26th of Eddawom, for the talook
sheristadar to restore my seeds and chermars; but .he has not to this day, in con-
'formity with the said orders, restored my seed and chermars ; I therefore pray the
gentleman to send for the aforesaid sheristadar and the parbutty, and cause them to
restore my seed and property, and enable me to carry on the cultivation for the
year 994, M. s.

7th Chingom, 993.

To Mr. James Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate of Malabar.
The Petition of Eroombampally Kondy Nair, and Kandy, inhabitants of

Cheroomanoor Deshum, Beypoor Hobilly, in the talook of Calicut.
On the 4th of Meenom 993, M. s. the aforesaid Hobilly Parbutty, Keyakepaat

Chandoo Nair, with eight or ten persons, having come to 'my house called Teke-
data, and'saying that they had come by the order of the Calicut talook sheristadar,
on account of revenue, polluted my said house, and having without (agreeable to
custom) made any proclamation, taken and sold 251 & paras of my magaram seed;
and again having, without a proclamation, sold four of my chermars, and polluted
my house, and caused a loss to me of property; I from that to this period having
presented my petitions on the subject, an order was passed upon my petition of the
26th of Eddawam, stating that my seed and chermars were to be returned ; but
when I went to the talook for that purpose, my property was not returned to me,
agreeable to orders. I, in consequence; preferred a petition on the 7th of Chingom,
when a second order was issued to the talook for the immediate restitution of my
property; and the sheristadar was sent for in the huzzoor, and then I was sent
along With him to the talook; but he has not, up to this day, agreeable to orders,
restored my property. As I have not been able to carry on the cultivation, for the
purpose of paying the revenue for the year 994, M. s. and as my house has been
polluted, and various other propertydestroyed, I am accordingly grieved; I there-
fore pray, that from the 1,025 fanams due by me on account'of revenue for 993,
deducting what has been paid, the balance, rupees 30%, be received. The par:-
bntty, Chandoo Nair, having refused receiving the same when I tendered it, although
I did so a second time, in presence of the persons who have now come from the
talook to collect the revenue arrears, viz. the parbutty of Walloowanaad Hobilly
and the parbutty of Eddakaat Hobilly, and being bent upon ruining my tarawad,
and now the time for sowing has passed, and to, borrow seed and sow it in time
not being allowed us, we were obliged to quit our residence, and suffer a loss of our
property; three fields, containing kany paddy, have been destroyed by cattle and
hogs. I therefore pray you, to send for the aforesaid sheristadar and the parbutty,
and cause them to restore the 251i paras of seeds taken from me, 70 paras of
seeds which I annually borrow to sow, making a total of 321% paras, yielding
1,6023% paras of paddy, and also the restitution of several other articles of property,
which have been destroyed, in order to enable me to pay the revenue, to defray the
expenses of my family, and to remove this pollution.

(signed)
20th Toolam, 994, M. 5.

To Mr. James Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate in Malabar.
The fourth Petition ,of Erambampally Kondy Nair, and his anandrawen

Cherria' Kondy Nair, of Cheroomanoor Deshum, Beypoor Hobilly, in the
Calicut talook. . -

Although orders have been issued to~the talook sheristadar (for the restoration of
our property), in answer to three of the petitions'we presented frOm 251h Eddawomto the 20th instant, regarding the circumstances of the Beypoor hobilly parbutty
Chandoo Nair’s having, without the usual proclamation being published, sold Oltllr

n? y
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nelly and chermars, and occasioned other losses, polluting also our houses, no

restoration of our property has yet been made to us, though we were sent along
with the sheristadar for that purpose; in consequence thereof, and the sale of our
nelly seed, the cultivation could not be carried on; we therefore again presented
.a petition before yeu, under date the 20th Toolam, for the recovery of the loss sus—
tained in the cultivation, and in our property, when another order was issued to the
talook; but no redress to this day has been afforded to us, in pursuance to the said
order; which circumstance being grievous, we pray that you will be pleased to
examine the said case before you {as prayed in our petition presented under date
the 20th Toolam), without referring it to the talook, and order oar property to be
restored to us, and thereby afl'ord redress to our grievances, or at least issue an
order, that we may know against whom we should lodge a complaint in the Udalut
for the recovery of our property. Dated 27th Toolam, 993.

(signed)

ORDER.—The petitiOn has been perused. Ifthe grievances complained of herein
are not redressed, the karanawen himself should attend, when the cause will be

examined into. (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.
27th Toolam, 993.

To Mr. James Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate of Malabar.

The Petition of Eroombampally Kondy Nair,” inhabitant of Cheeroomanoor
Deshum, Beypoor hobilly, in the talook of Calicut.

The Beypoor hobilly parbutty, without making a proclamation, but saying that
it was by the order of the sheristadar of the aforesaid talook, having sold my
'magarom seed and chermars, and prevented me carrying on the cultivation, and
thereby destroyed my property, several petitions were presented to you, both in my
name and in the name of my nephew Kondy, when you were pleased to send three
different orders to the talook to restore my aforesaid property; but the sheristadar
not having restored my property, a fourth petition was, on. the 27th of Toolam last,
presented to you, when you were pleased to say, that if I, who am the karanawen,
appeared, the matter would be inquired into. I am, in consequence, in attendance;
but as I am 82 years old, very infirm, unable to walk, and distracted in mind, I pray
you will permit my nephew. Kondy, whom I have appointed my constituent, to
carry on the complaint; and having caused the attendance of the aforesaid sheris-
tadar and the parbutty, examine them with regard to my complaint lodged an the
20th instant, and cause the restoration of my property, and protect me and family.

lst of the Wrischigom, 994. (signed)

ORDER. -—This petition has been read. On questioning the petitioner about the
circumstances of the case, he does not mention particulars; having, on being asked
if he is willing to put his case into arbitration, said he is not. The circumstance of
the case cannot be settled in this place. This petition is therefore rejected.

30th Toolam 994 M s (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector.

(True translations.) (signed) T. H. Baber, Judge on Circuit.

RESOLUTION or' GOVERNMENT.

Ordered, to be sent again into circulation, together with the Board’s minute of
the 5th January 1818.

Extract, proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, 315t of
May '1 8 I g. .

Read again, letter from the ,secretary to government in the revenue department,
Hated 28th 'ultimo,’ and entered in conSuItation 13th inst.

Ordered, That the following letter, together with copylof theabove—mentiqned
. letter. 'and its inclosures, be circulated for. the early report of the collectors re-

spectively. '

125.

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.



Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

W

Salem.

_ Coimbatore.

856 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE of COURT

To the Collector in the Zillah of Malabar.

Sir :-—-I am directed by thepresident and members of the Board of Revenue, with
reference to the inclosed copy of , a letter lately received from government, calling
upon them for their opinion on the subject of slavery, to cail your immediate at-
tention to paras 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 of the Board’s minute of the 5th of
January 1818, and to request, that you will, at as early a period as may be pra'C-
ticable, without any reference to the rest of the minute, send a detailed report,
containing all the information which you may be able to coilect relative thereto,
stating particularly the precise power, which, according to the custom of the country,
the owner possesses over the person of his slave,— whetherhe can be sold inde.
pendently of the land, and any other peculiarities incident to the condition of this
class of people; and, on the other hand, what rights and privileges they may possess
1n Virtue of their s1tuat10n. I am, &c.

(signed) H. Chamier, Deputy Secretary.
Fort St. George, glst May 1819.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George, the
21st June 1819.

Read, the following letter from the collector in the Zillah of Salem.

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George.

Gentlemen :—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your_ secretary’s letter
of the 3lst ultimo, accompanied by copy of a letter from Mr. Secretary Hill, dated
28th of last April, regarding slavery, to which I am enabled to make an eariy and
brief reply; having, immediately after perusal of your Board’s minute of the 5th of
January 1 818, caused very particular inquiry to be made into the subject in
question.
2.—I can safely state in the manner referred to in these communications, there is

no vestage whatever of slavery in this collectorate, nor has any such practice ob—
tained from the time the country came into possession of the Honourable Company.
During‘the Mussulman government,.there were a few slaves belonging to certain
Nunjah lands in the vicinity of the Cauvery; and there are now some descendants
of these people, but they are- just as free as any other inhabitants. I have heard
of one or two instances of a child being sold for the purposes of domestic slavery;
but this is uncommonly rare, and otherwise, such a circumstance as a person being
sold as a slave, has never transpired.
3.—lt was formerly the custom not to allow the ryots to go out of the district,

or even from one village to another, without being obliged to double the cultivation;
but this practice has long’since been out of use, and while there are no balances
against the ryots, they can move when and where they like,-without the slightest
restraint.

Dummpoory, 14th June 1819. (signed) E. R. IIargrave, Collector.
Ordered. to lie over until the replies required from the other collectors have been.

received on this subject.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, the
Ist July 1819.

Read the fellowing letter from the collector in Coimbatore.

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue.
Gentlemenz—I have the "honour to acknowledge the receipt. of Mr.'Secretary

Campbell's letter of the 3lst ultimo, calling for information with regard to the state
of slaves. _

:.—-I have already had the honour to, state, that slavery exists .but in a very few
villages of Coimbatore. From all. that I can learn, it appears certain, that the
owner has a right",to sell-his slave without the land; but that it is a ,right my
seldom, if ever exercised.-.'The highest price 'for‘a ngd slave is 50 rupees; the
price however is seldom so high. , The children of slaves are born slaves; on the
birth of a child, the master presents with clothes and one or two rupees. Th

3-“ °
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3.-—The masters are supposed to "be vested with despotic authority over their
Slaves, and With power‘to punish them, on apprehension ;' however, that the ex-
ercise of such authority is not permitted by the British government, appears generally
prevalent, and rather operates ‘ to prevent the merchandize of slaves, as they are
considered to be less valuable when free from the fear of punishment. There ap-
pears reason for thinking, that the slaves are, on the whole, better treated‘by their
masters, than the common class of free labourers.
4.——The masters possess a power, not only over the person, but over the property

of his'slave, 'and he may make use of the cattle reared by the slave for agricultural
_purposes._ The slaves are sold with the land, but ‘if they should’ object to serve
another master, they are not forced to do so. This however I take to be an indul-
gence'of 2the master, not a right of the slave.

5.—-—'Ihe slaves have a share of: the produce, allotted for their subsistence, about
an eighth. - In 'some instances land has been made over to the pullers, which they
cultivate for their support.

6;—'—In many places where slavery does not exist, a species of bondage is 'intro-
duced‘, by the RyOts undertaking to 'bear the expense of their pullers marriage, upon
.condition of the latter binding themselves to serve the’Ryots exclusively for life.
S 7.e——Slavery may almost be considered as extinct in Coimbatore, as the epidemic
has carried off many‘of the slaves,' and the number was always inconsiderable.

(signed) J. Sullivan, Collector.
Circuit Cutcherry, Sattemungalum,

24th June 1819.

Ordered to lie on the table, until the reports required from the other collectors be
received on the subject.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George,
8th July 1819.

Read the following letter from the collector at Tanjore.

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George.

GentlemEn:—I have had the honour to receive your secretary’s letter of the
3Ist ultimo, upon the subject of slavery, and desiring me to forward a report upon
the present state of it in this district, and particularly the precise power which,
according to the custom of the country, the owner possesses over the person of "his
slave ; whether he can be sold independently of the land, and what rights and
privileges the slaves possess in virtue of their situation.
'2.—From the best information I can obtain “upon this subject, it appears that

slavery, unconnected with the land, does not exist in this district ; 'but in connection
with the land, slavery does exist in this district to a certain degree, although the
situation of these people is widely different from what is understood by the term
slavery in other parts of the world, the whole being in the first instance here founded
upon a voluntary contract between the parties.

3.2—The slaves here are of two castes only, the Puller and Pariah; and, as before
said, the origin of their bondage arises in a voluntary agreement on their part to
become the slave of some man more powerful than themselves, upon whom they
thus impose a more strict obligation to protect and maintain them and their families,
than if merely serving them as labouring servants. The Braminsr in consideration
of their caste, do not receive these bonds of slavery directly in their own name,
buthave them generally drawn out in that of some of their Soodra dependents.
When a bend of slavery has been given, it'ceases not with the life of the party, but
is binding upon the descendants of the original giver, who continue bound by the
condition of it likewise. In return, the owner is obliged to find subsistence at all
times and under all circumstances, for the family of his bondsman, whom he can
employ in any manner he pleases, although it is generally as a labourer in the fields.
The bondsman does not reside in his master’s house, nor form any part of his family,
but has a house provided for him, along with the others of his caste, to which a back
yard of eighty goontahs, rent free, is attached, the same as other labourers. The
master has the power of selling the slave, but he cannot sell him to any one who

' .Will carry him to a distant part of the country, without his own consent. . If the
master, through poverty, or other cause, fails, or‘ becomes unable to subSIst and

1 25‘, protect
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protect his -b0ndsman and his family, he is at liberty to seek employment as a free
labourer elsewhere, but is liable to be reclaimed at any time by his master, When
he may be again in a condition to fulfil his part of the agreement, When lands are
sold in any way, it is always independent of the- bondsmen, If any, npon it. If
they are likewise to be- sold, separate deeds of transfer are passed; if not, they
continue attached to their former masters. No person of this description has ever yet
been Considered as seizable property, or sold for an arrear of tevenue, nor d0 I believe
ever by a judicial decree in any civil cause ; nor have I ever known this species ‘of
property recognized by the officers of government, although it is by the natives
themselves. in their transactions with each other.
4.—On the part of the bondsman,‘ his rights are, subsistence and protection fox-

himself and family, from his master, with liberty to seek it elsewhere, as a free
agent, .if not found him, and the right of not being removed by sale to a distant
country from the place of his birth. With regard to himself personally, his treat-
ment from his master is the same as that of his other labourers, which isin general
of a- mild. nature, but he is not more liable to personal punishment than others, in
consequence of his state of bondage, and any cruelty or abuse of authority on the
part of the master towards his bondsman, would be complained against and punished
with equal strictness as if committed upon a free man.
'5.—-Upon the whole, therefore, the Board will perceive that the condition of

these people differs very little from that of the common labourer, and that the treat-
ment to both is nearly the same. The disadvantage to the bondsman is the power
of being sold or transferred to other masters, and this, I believe, is not very'fre-
quent, as it is the last property generally which is disposed of by a person in dis-
Itressed circumstances. The advantages are, the more effectually securing sub-
sistence and protection to themselves and families, particularly in times of trouble
or difficulty, than it is binding on masters in general to bestow upon common
labourers, and this without rendering their condition in any degree intolerable,
towards the amelioration of which the equity and mildness of the British govern-
ment has greatly operated in respect to rendering the conduct of masters to their
servants indulgent, forbearing and kind.

6.——I do not find that the system of slaves attached to the soil, and transferable
by purchase, as an appendage to the land, obtains here.

(signed) J. Hepburn, Collector.

Cutcherry of the Collector of Tanjore, 30th June 1819.

Ordered to lie over, until the answers required from the other collectors are re-»
c‘eived on this subject.

Read the followihg letter from the collector of Trichinopoly.

To the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George.
Sir :——I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the

gist ultimo, and to submit such information as Ihave been able to obtain regarding
the former and present condition of the Pullers. On my appointment to the col-
lectorate of Trichinopoly, the importance of ameliorating the condition of ‘so
useful a class of people induced me to ascertain, with someprecision, the several
points which I have now the honour to submit to the consideration of the Board.
2.—In pursuing this inquiry, I shall proceed to discuss the following points:
lSt, The origin of pullers, or agricultural slavery.
2dly, The number of pullers in Trichinopoly, and' nature of the services they

are bound to perform.
3dly', Their rights, privileges, and emoluments.
4thly, Whether they are well or ill treated, and the policy or otherwise of doing

away the establishment.

The origin of Pullers 01' Agricultural Slavery.
‘ 3.—_—I_t is I apprehend indisputable, that, in the early ages of Hindoo govem~

ment, agricultural 'and domestic slavery existed to a considerable and indefinite
extent. The practice was sanctioned by prescription, and upheld by law; but it
will be found, that the terms~of bondage, and the nature of the services required
from the slaves, differed essentially in almost every district. N

4-" o
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4,—No distinct information can be obtained at what period agricultural slavery
commenced. It is now impossible to trace, whether this establishment took its rise
mm the voluntary submission of the indigent to the wealthy, or whether the
Pullers were originally captives taken in war; but as this species of bondage is
generally the concomitant of barbarous governments, it must of necessity have been
a very ancient institution of the Hindoos; under their arbitrary government, the
distinctions of caste were scrupulously maintained; and, advertng to the circum-
stance of the Merassidars in Trichinopoly being bramins, it scarcely excites sur-
prize, that agricultural slavery should exist here unchanged and undiminished.

The number of Pullers in Trichinopoly,
are bound to perform.

5.—In the west district of Trichinopoly, the number of Pullers may be stated at
10,000, including those employed for the purpose of watching and feeding the
cattle. In the dry districts, there are about 600; but I must here observe; that
Pullers are' only to be found in those villages where there is paddy cultivation. The
Pullers of the dry districts appear to be liable to the same rules, and to possess
the same rights, as those of the west districts.

6.——The services they perform are chiefl'y confined to the irrigation of the land
in its several stages of cultivation; but their services are also occasionally required
by their masters in the menial oflices of their household establishment. If a wall
or pundall is required, the Pullers are obliged to erect it, without any further re-
compense than their usual and established emoluments.
7.—The Pullers are usually sold with the land, but there are many cases in which

they may be purchased, independent of the land. The price of a Puller varies from
five to tenlpagodas, according to his age and qualifications; their services are also
occasionally mortgaged. As corroborative of what I advanced in the latter part of
paragraph 3, a Puller, or female Puller, is never sold, while it would appear, in

- Malabar, men, women and children, are sold indis'criminately.

and the nature of the services they

Their rights, privileges, and emoluments.

8.—-—The pullers are supposed to be entirely supported by their masters in sick-
ness and in health ; their marriages are made at the expense of the merassidars, as
well as the expense of their funerals. They enjoy some little gratuity at every birth,
and receive a certain established sum at the principal Hindoo festivals. I have

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.

Orig.

noted in the margin“ a list of the yearly emoluments a puller is properly
entitled to receive; and these emoluments, though small, I have every
reason to believe are scarcely ever withheld.

Whether they are well or ill treated, and the policy or otherwise of
doing away the establishment.

9.—I have examined the pullers themselves on this subject, and
asked them what course they would pursue, if ill-used ;— they replied, they
would seek other masters at a distance, who would treat them more kindly.
In corroboration of this fact, I have never received a complaint either
in. my fiscal or magisterial capacity, since my appointment to this
district, from a puller against his master. The right of the puller is so
distinctly defined by custom, and the interest of the Merassidars so
substantially affected by the good conduct and health of the puller,
that it is hardly possible to suppose the Merassidars would be so blind
to their own interest, as to cause their pullers to abscond, or by harsh
treatment, reduce them to sickness. ' ‘ ‘ _

10.-—-From what has been already stated, it will be found that
agricultural'slavery has existed in this district from‘time immemorial.
I shall now submit my opinion as to the policy or otherwise of abolish-
ing the establishment. ‘

l l.-—There is something so revolting and abhorrent to an Englishman ‘
in the idea of slavery, that the advocates for its continuance in any
skape, must ever labour under the disadvantage of pre-judgment.
Notwithstanding this, I shall endeavour to shew, that so far as relates
to the revenue of this district, (and. I trust my opinion will not be sup-
posed to extend farther), the abolition of the puller'system would be

' attended with the most serious and ruinous consequences. A
12.—It has been’ the custom to describe the pullers as the lowest

order of society, involvedin wretchedness and misery, and reduced to
125.- a condition

’3 The extent of cultivation
to be made by a puller and by
a pullee, is 150 cullums of
paddy.

Annual emoluments.

 

Waram- of a Culls. Gfs.
puller - - — 8 5-}

D° of a puller — 6 6 g

. " 15 "'
Batta at the com- ‘

mencement of
each fusly for
ploughing 3 — 4

Soduutrums' for
sowing - — 6 -

Reaping at 5 per
cent - - 6 ..

Threshing d°~ 1 ._ _
Pengal feast - 1 — -
Deepavalley d“ - — -.;
Gramadavat d“ — — 1 :43.

Total annual 26 1} 5%fs.
Proposed addition

of warum at 2 .
per cent ~ 3 - -
M

Total - - 29 1-3- 5-}fs.

Contingencies estimated:
For a marriage 4 - -rs. 8
Fora birth — — nfs. 9
For a death - — 2 fs. 9

Total - ‘- 4'4rs. 8fs. 4

Total - 33 5;". gfs. 1:}-
fl
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3. condition “ scarcely superior to that’of the cattle they followed 'at' the plough,"
In Malabar, it would also appear, the human form has ever changed its wonted
appearance, and that the slaves are distinguished by their diminutiveness.

l 3.-—-Thi's theme holds out a fine subject of declamation ; but so far as ,it relates
to this class of people in Trichinopoly, it is highly erroneous, inasmuch. as there. is
no class of people generally so athletic or tall in statue, as the pullers.

14.—-It may possibly be urged, that there_.is something degrading in a govern.
ment being concerned in selling human beings, “ like so many cattle.” It would,
perhaps, be'better if it could be avoided ;' but so long as the land continues'possessed
by Bramin merassidars, who, by the immutable laws of caste, are prevented per-
sonally exercising the offices of agriculture; I see no possible means of cellectin
the revenue, nor of cultivating the .land, without the establishment of ' pullers.
Divesting this discussion of national feeling, the most obvious'inconvenience and
evil which attends it is, that a man, for the sake of food, and the other necessaries
of life, is condemned to perpetual labour; I exclude all unreasonable rigonr on the
‘part of the master, because I have alreadyshewn, that the ruling principle of
human Conduct, selféinte'rest, is conducive, in the presentinstance, to soften severity.
But whether this obligation to perpetual labour on the part of the puller is not fully
requited by a perpetual certainty of maintenance, (for which those who work for
hire are often at aloss), may, I think, be fairly doubted. _It. is, however, pos-
sible that the advocate of freedom may think with Cicero, and the third judge in
Malabar: “ Mehi liberessc non videtur qui non aliquando Nellil agit.”
15.—For the sake of argument, however, I will" suppose, that by proclamation

of government, the establishment is directedto be abolished. In this. case, I ap-
prehend, the direct consequences would be, either! an immediate .desertion of the
pullers, in a body,_ or that they would remain in 'statu quo. The” first would be
the natural conduct of any class of society, having experienced ill-usage from their
former masters, and the latter course would be adoptedby the pullers, ' if they had
no reason to complain.. If the pullers absconded, it is clear that no‘ revenue could
be collected, .for who ,is to supply, theirplace; and, in‘ thisca‘se, would government
have any claim on the merassidars? The latter would naturally say, ‘f You. have
taken away our means of , paying; you have"reduced “us to poverty; you. have
abolished an establishment which has existed for ages, and have thought proper, at
ourexpen‘se, .to emancipaté our slaves, which prescription and our [laws made as.
much our property as the houses we live in. By the laws of our caste, we are pre-
vented titling our land, and yet you ask us to pay. a revenue; which alone can be
paid from its produce.”
‘16.——()n the other hand, should the proclamation have only the effect of leaving

things as they are; .if'the pullers ye‘rnained .with their masters as. heretofore, 'the only
benefit resulting therefrom would be, that government had published a. proclama-
tion, without-anyhattention being paid to it. It wo‘uldvbe, at best, ,a - useles‘sriffnot
a'da'ngerous document. _ Hence, to emancipate them entirely, would be ruinOus in its.
consequences both to the revenue and :to the puller; for emancipation in India could
confer- no rights beyond what the puller at present enjoys. Though nominally
emancipated, he and his children would remain the‘ lowest order ofusociety.,z He
would either-continue at the plough,~ possibly'under less favourable circumstances
than at .present, or seek a .-livelihood by moredaring means. In short, Ihave
no: doubt, as justly observed by the Board,gthat ‘-‘ it might, be dangerous too sud-
denly to disturb the long established relations in society subsisting between'these
two orders.” -

l 7.7While I have endeavOured to point out the danger .which might probably-re-
- suit from theth’e Emancipation .of thejpullers, and that it would be productive ofevil,
“ "for which no adequate. remiedycan.be.deyised,". I take thezliberty of suggesting ;t0
the board a method,by' which, the situation of thisjndustrious order of societymight
be.permanently and substantially improved, withoutresorting to legislative_enac.t~
ments. '1 The sacrifice on the part .of' governmentwould be trifling and inconse-
thential, compared with the benefits which - would certainly accrue to the pullers 1;
should the Boardthinkproperto adopt the; recommendation, it would__be.;a¢sacrifice,
in my opinion,.w_orthy the.liberality,andiconsonant‘tolhe wisdom of government-

1_8.——By a reference .tothe. list ’of.emolume,nts, it will be found,;that the established.
warum of the pullers amounts‘to 18 per, cent»; byiadding twouper centtoathiswarum:
the situation of the pullers would be greatly benefited, and ,the expense ,to-ngernr
mentwould be (taking the revenue of .the west districtsin round. numbetsfnot more
than 2,000 pagodas per annum. This. sum would materially tend to the comformf

ten
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ten thousand people, by whose industry and manual labour'the country is cultivated,
and who; in point of fact, are the creators of revenue, for it must be .admitted,‘that
although the Merassidars are the payers of the revenues, receiving a larger warum,
that the creators of revenue, yet still they are an idle‘, useless race, “ born to con-
sume the'fruits of the earth.”

(signed) C. M Lushington, CollectOr.
Trichinopoly, Ist July 1819.

Ordered to lie on the table, until the replies required from the other collectors on
the subject have been received. '

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
12th July 1819.

Read the following letter from the collector in Tinnevelly:

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George.

Gentlemen :ia—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your secretary’s
letter of the 31$t tilt. forwarding copy of a letter r'eceiVed from government, and
calling in referenCe thereto, my attention to certain "paragraphs of your Board’s
Minute of the 5th January last, regarding slavery.
2.—-From all the information I have been able yet to collect on this subject, I under-

stand it is usual in this district, for slaves to be sold or mortgaged, either with the
land or separately, as the proprietor pleases, or his wants require; and that there is
no particular rule or general custom, by which the conduct between master and
slave, and between slave and master, is governed, further than that the master has
at all times the command of the slave’s- labour, and that the slave cannot work for
any other person, without the permission of his master.

3.———In regard to the treatment of masters towards their slaves, it does not appear
to be incumbent on them to afford a subsistence to their slaves, except when employed
on their business, and then it is on the lowest scale‘of allowance, being generally
no more than two measures of paddy a day; at other times, their slaves are obliged
to seek a livelihood at the hands of others, being bound only to return to their
masters, when the season of cultivation again commences; besides this allowance,
however, which the slaves received from their masters on working days, they are
entitled, when the crops are reaped, to a small deduction from the gross produce,
called here “ paroo,” which varies in difl‘erent villages, but amounts generally to
about 2% per cent; and it is usual, when deaths occur amongst them, for their masters
to assist them in the necessary funeral expenses; and, on marriages, births, and
festival days, to grant them presents according as their circumstances will admit;
but these are acts quite voluntary on the part of their masters; and the slave, it
appears, can claim nothing more than a bare subsistence while he works, and his
solunterum, as above described, at the time of harvest.

4.-—All punishment of the slave by the master, if this. power ever existed, and was
recognized in former times, seems now to be at an end ; and there is no instance,
I am happy to say, within my experience in this district, of a slave complaining of
ill-treatment from his master; the fact,‘ indeed, appears to be, that the slave isso
necessary to the cultivation, and labourers are so scarce, that the proprietors find it
their interest to protect and treat them well, and the slaves in time, become so at-
tached to the village in which they are settled, that they seem .not to consider their
situation, nor“ to shew any desire to be free and independent.

5.——In calling upon the Tehsildars for an account of a‘person’s property, .to know
Whether he is a fit security for another, it is usual, if he possesses slaves, to include
them; a male slave being estimated in value from 3 to 15 C. Chuckrums“, and
a female from 3 to 5 C. Chuckrumst; but I have always rejected them in the
account, as unavailable property by the circar, and none have ever been sold in this
district, for an arrear of revenue.
6.-In respect to the very benevolent object your Board have in view, of bettering

the condition of these people, I am at a loss, at present, what to suggest, for it would
he obviously unjust and impolitic to declare them independent ; and, without a
thorough understanding of their situation, which it is diflicult to acquire, unless on

a very minute inquiry, which might be dangerous, inasmuch as it would shew a dis—
position to disturbthe long established customs of the country, any attempt to im-
prove it 'by legislative enactments, might possibly have the contrary effect; blnti
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think it might with safety be enjoined,ifor the guidanceof the courts of justice; that
the slave may prosecute his master for the customary allowance, if it is withheld, and
that the master .shall have .the aid of the courts to secure to him the labour of . his
slave, so long as he treats him properly; that for any severity of treatment, 'the
master shall be subject to the same penalty, as for a similar, act towards. any other
individual ; and if repeated, or cruel in the first instance, the slave shall be emanci.
pated ; and further, that any person enticing away or harbouring the. slave of another,
who has a just title to his services, after being duly warned, shall be liable to punish-
ment for a misdemeanor, and‘ fined.

(signed) J. Cotton, Collector.
Tinnevelly, Tencaushy, 30th June 1819.

Ordered to lie on the table, until the replies required from the other collectors on
this subject, have been received.

Extract Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George,
, 19th July 1819.

Read the following Letter from the Collector in Canara, to the President and
Members of the Board of Revenue.

Gentlemen :-—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated
the gist May, received on the 15th ultimo, together with copy ”of a letter from
Mr. Secretary Hill to the Board, under date 28th April, on slavery in Canara.
The Board call . my attention to this subject, and refer me to particular paragraphs
of their minute on Canara, directing me to furnish a detailed account of all points
connected therewith.

Par. 2.—I accordingly have the honour to submit the following detail. drawn up
with care, and from the very best sources. The origin of slavery in Canara is to be
traced from extracts from an ancient book called Sheehadry Pooranum,’ but by no
means an authentic record; in short it would appear a tradition only.

It appears from this, that Canara, together with the whole Malabarrcoast, when
it was recovered from the sea by the God Purasuram, in consequence of the chetry
sect, who possessed the upper Ghat countries, having opposed his father, Burgowa
Reshy, and were destroyed on that account by his son; thus depOpulated, it was
bestowed upon Kashapa Reshy, by Purasuram, as a peace offering for the enoro
mous destruction of human life. He appears to have been a gooru of great
celebrity.
The gooru objected to Purasuram remaining in a country exclusively his under

the law, that whatever is a gift to a Bramhin cannot be meddled With.
On this the god retired to Shehadry Purwunt, a high peak on the western Ghats,

and after consulting with the ocean, he recovered and consolidated the land as it now
runs from Cape Cunnia Comary to Nashykatreeyumbuck; (this land is not known.)
To give it a population, the god created the Moggur and Mussulman inhabitants

of certain islands in the sea, B-ramins, and gave them possession of the country,
directing them, ‘in case-of any distress, to call upon him for aid. The Bramins
Without any cause called upon the god, to make a trial of his promise.
The god,‘displeased at their want of faith, withdrew them from the Braminical

sect, and made them Suders.
At a period subsequent to this, Sheven and his wife visited the country; they

had a son, Kadumber Ryer, whom they created Rajah, and left him to preside
over the country.
He and his posterity reigned some time, when one of them, named Myoora

Vanna, considering there were no lawful Bramins in the country, went and brought
several from the country situated (aheetchetter), in the Sea of Milk, and divided
them amongst three portions of the kingdom. ‘

Ist.—From Bunnawassi to the river Gungoily, as the Hyger Bramin kingdom.
2d.——From Gungolly to the Nelaisweram river, he called it Tooluva.
3d.—-Fl‘om Nelaisweram- to Cunnia Comary, Kairl or Mallaryalum.
With the Bramins came servants; these were called Nair, and performed

different menial otfices.- They were also cultivators of the land. Myoora Vurma
quitted the country, leaving a son very young, and placed a dewan to conduct
affairs for; him; his bad conduct compelled the Bramins to quit the kingdom.

The .son however, when- he grew up, assumed the country, and brought the
Bramins back again; His son, Loga Aditthya, then succeeded. Durinfg his

.
in ancy,
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infancy, a slave named 'Hubashyka, usurped the kingdom, and committed every . _ S

enormity. Loga Aditthya was carried above the ghats by his mother, and the “'Smfi'egef'g"

Bramins again quitted the country. Sta“, (ff 514W,

The Suders were then left with the usurper at their head. ih Company’sy

Some time after this a Rajah, called Chumdashaina, came to Gokurn for the Tenim’ies-

purpose of marrying his daughter to Loga Aditthya, and in order that Hubashyka5W
might not interfere and prevent the ceremony, formed a friendship with him. The

slave on the contrary demanded the daughter in marriage, threatening to kill the
Rajah if he refused. He consented, provided the slave would come attended by
all his people unarmed. He also required his intended son-in-law to come down
from the ghats with all his people, and to assist in putting the slaves to death. .

This was duly executed, and Loga Aditthya was established on the throne. He
recalled the Bramins, gave them lands and slaves, who had escaped the massacre,

and bound them to their new masters, prohibited them all situations, and ordered
that they should only receive grain for their support. He also gave the Bramins
power to punish, but not to kill them for any crime, that power being only in the
royal authority.

Par. 3.—~Fr0m this tradition the most learned natives deduce their first power

over the class of people called in Canara dhers or slaves. There are a variety of
slaves, according to the Shastirs fifteen ; the following are the appellations of twelve

.classes in Canara, who are labourers 0n the soil ; their number is estimated at

60,000. I have classed these as slaves, perhaps incorrectly, one half are decidedly

’sold, and are transferred with estates, or may be sold. The remainder are actuall

in slavery ; they are of the same caste, and sell their children, but themselves worz
as daily labourers on estates.

1.——Bak-kood. 7,—Husseller.

2.—Kurty Moogher. 8. -—Goddy Naver.
3.—Mair. 9.—Corrager.
4.—Buttall. I().—Byr Holler.

5.-—Marry Holler. 1 1.-——Hy Podder.

6.—Hullur. . 1 2.——-Myler.

Amongst these, although they learn different occupations, they do not exclusively

Work at one business, they come under the fixed term of outcasts or pariahs; slavery Estimated 20,000,

also exists amongst the Mussulmans and Suders to a considerable extent, and has its

origin in the following causes ; relieving a starving object taken in battle; Iovefor a

female slave ; Suders or Bramin women who have lost caste by having connection with

a man of inferior caste. The second and last descriptions were sold under the Mus-

suiman government, and their descendants eontinue slaves. Under Mr. Baber, when

magistrate here, some stop was put to this, but there is no doubt it exists in an under-

hand manner at this day. Tilling the land is the chief occupation of the twelve classes

already enumerated, and the follbwing observations apply solely to these ; rearing of

cattle and the lowest menial ofiices,_in short every description of labour unconnected

with the internal economy of the master’s house, which they could not enter.

4.--The right of sale was, and is still, the master’s exclusive privilege, either with

or without the land ; the price varies, and is settled amongst the purchasers and

sellers. The usual rates are as follow:

For a-strong young man from 1 2 to 26 rupees. D‘ woman, from 1-2 to 24 d'.

A child, never under four rupees. V

It is customary to pass a bill of sale on a bargain being made, or a mortgage

bond. The transfer by purchase or gift is attended 'with a short ceremony, both

between the seller or giver and receiver, apd the slave ; the slave drinks some

water from his brass bason, and Calls out; “ I am now your slaVe for ever.” The

zillah court, I understand, has guaranteed this right by decrees, both on transfer of

landed property, or in sale in execution of decrees. .

‘ The master canlend his slaves out on hire ; he can sell the husband to one person,

and‘ the wife to another. 'This is not often done, because neither of the purchasers

can be sure of keeping his purchase; thus the great law 'of nature seems even in

these humble creatures to be acknowledged by their owners ; , care -lS always taken

in burchasing, not to carry the slave to any distant estate,- their attachment to the

' soil on which they were born being well known. J

The master can sell the children; but this is seldom done from the foregomg-cause,

the fear of desertion. ‘

125. ' ' The
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The master according to his means feeds and clothes'his slaves. He never pays
them Wages in money, but presents them 'on ”their marriages or particular cere—
monies, with a small sum. The quantity of food and clothing to a slave varies in
every talook; it does not seem to be regulated by any rule, although it would appear
that some original quantum obtained. The average may "thus be estimated:

FOOD. CLOTHING.
A Man,——-1:; canara seer coarse rice, 2 Pieces of cauthy, 6 cubits in some

2 rupees weight salt, a little betle- talhooks, a cunably and roosnals given,
nut and leaf.

A W0man,-—-I seer. 1 D‘, 7 cubits.
A Child,—i d“. l D°, 4 d".

The salt, betle, &c. is optional. It is also customary to give them conjee‘from the
master’s» house.
From every inquiry, I cannot learn that any want or cruelty is experienced by the

slaves, the master being well aware, that on any ill-treatment they will desert him, and
the trouble and expense attending their recovery would perhaps amount to the value
of the deserters.

5.—-—Slavery seems to be inconsistent with “ rights and privileges,” if I understand
the correct meaning of the terms; on these points, therefore, I can only generally
state, that the Dhers of Canara possess none.
As a distinct class of people they have distinct customs. These consist in their

marriage and‘religious ceremonies. ~They have no day which they can call their
own. It often happens, however, that a kind master, on any of his great ceremo-
nials, grants to his slaves that day to themselves, and free from all labour. They
accompany the corpse of their master to the funeral pile at a respectful distance,
shave their heads,_ and cry out. The cloth which covered the corpse is given to the
slaves. The twelve classes have different customs.‘ A Dher can be turned out of
his sect, if he eats the flesh of a cow,’ by an assembly of the caste; but it is of no
consequence to the owner. Some classes eat cow’s flesh. A few in the Byr Holler
learn to write. If a Dher accumulates a little real or personal property, he retains
it independent of his master. The Dhers either burn or bury'their dead.
The master of a deserving slave sometimes gives him a slip of ground, which he

may cultivate for his own use. He also enjoys the produce of such trees, roots and
vines as he is permitted to plant; but the right in the soil'or tree is in the master.

6.4 They sacrifice to the devil only; they haveno priests, performing their cere-
monies themselves. These are three times in a year; they cannot even perform
them without the master’s permission, for as they are prohibited borrowing money,
[from any one but himself, they are compelled to get the means from him. The
same applies to their'marriages. There does not exist any interference on the part
of the master in the ceremonies; but if the slave of one man marries the female slave
of another; the child born of that marriage, if a male, goes to the owner of the male,
and vice WSér ,

7. «The number of slaves of all deseriptions in Canara has never been correctly
psc‘etta‘ined, they may be estimated at 82,000.

‘ _ (signed) T. Harris, Collector.
Collector’s Cutchery, Mangalore, 10th July1819.

Ordered, to lie on the table, until the replies of the other collectors have been
received 'on' the , subject.‘

Ektr‘act, Ptoceedings' of the Boa'rd'of Revenue, FOrt St. Geotge,’ 5th August 1819.

Read the‘féllowingtletters .from‘the collector in Malabar.

To the President and Members of the Boardof Revenue, "Fort St. George.
Gentlemen :—.—1‘have the honoun to-acknowledge thereceipt of; our Board’s letter

of the 3-lst--.o£ May, requiring a: detailed report-on thesubjeetiof slavery in‘Malabar,
:atas early» a period as might be practicable. _ , , _ .

2.——Your Board will not, I trust, consider me as having been._-dilatory in: the
: executionxof: these'.orders,-:whieh I lost no‘vtime incarrying into effect; but so
various are the customs which prevail, in;Malabar—,,- that :thére was not an- individual
intmy-office who Conld’throw: any clear lights on the-subject, I therefore determined
upon calling for information from every part of the province. h

. 3.f—Wit
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- ‘3t-fl—With regard to the condition-of the slaves in ‘Malabar, there cannot be a
doubt but that it has been verymaterially improved under the establishment of our
government.

4.-—-The system prevails throughout Malabar, but, comparatively Speaking, ,in
North Malabar, to a very small exteng‘increasing gradually from the northern ex-
tremity of the province to the south and eastern boundaries. .

5,—Their numbers may be estimated at about one hundred thousand, of which
perhaps one—twentieth are to be found in Noi-th Malabar, four-twentieths in‘ the
Centre Talooks, and the remaining fifteen-twentieths in the Southern and Eastern
Talooks; in this estimate I have not included those in Wynaad.
6.——They are slaves of the soil, and are generally attached to the land of the

proprietors of the ground in which they were born; but this is by no means con-
sidered an essential point; being frequently transferred by sale, mortgage, or hire,
as your board will observe by reference to the documeets which accompany this.

7.——-The wealth and respectability of a landholder is as much appreciated from
the number of his slaves, as from any other property he may be possessed of.
8.—By thelaws and customs. of the country, it is as impracticable to reduce a

free-born subject to a state of bondage, as it is contrary to them to emancipate
a slave; and,‘ “ once a slave always a slave,” may be considered a motto to be pre-
fixed to the subject of slavery in Malabar, according to the ideas of the natives.

9.—-—Slaves now in existence have been slaves from their birth; they are descend-
ants of slaves, whose origin must betraced. in the traditionary legends of Malabar;
and I question, whether they would not, think themselves dishonoured, were an at-
tempt to be made to force upon them a Brahmin who had lost caste; they are sub-
divided into distinct castes or sects, observe different forms of worship, have their
separate. and peculiar customs, and regulate their economy in conformity to the
.customs handed down from father to son for generations, the origin of which is lost
in the abyss of time.

10.——In one sect they observe, what in the documents which accompany this is
termed Makkas Tye ; in another, they observe the Marra Makkas Tye; the former
being the common laws of kindred, the latter similar to the customs amongst the
Nairs, in which inheritance. goes to the sister’s son, and this constitutes the value of
a female of one caste over that of the male; and 'vice versa, a male being more
valuable where the progeny goes with him. -
' ll.—The marriage contract is made entirely among the parents of the parties,
without any interference on the part of the proprietor, to whom however it is
necessary to make known the proposed connection.

12.——No valuable consideration is given by the. male for the possession of the
female to the owner. The contract may be dissolved at the pleasure of the parties
connected, in which event the husband takes off the marriage necklace (commonly
'cOmposed of shells or brass ornaments), which makes the dissolution complete, and
each are at liberty to form new connections; but whilst the contract lasts, I have
had opportunities in my magisterial capacity. when an assistant in the courts, of
.Observing a wonderful degree of jealousy and tenaciousness‘ of family honour, when
contrasted with the general appearance, habits, and apparently brutish stupidity of
these castes.

13.—The measure of subsistence to be given by the proprietor is fixed, and he is
bound by the prescribed customs of the country, to see it served out to them daily; a
frequent failure on the part of the master to perform this duty, is sure to be attended
with desertion to another, from whom they expect kinder usage, and when this does
take place, the recovery of them is attended with difficulties that" are not easily
overcome, for, independent of being obliged to have recourse to courts of justice,
months and years perha ps elapse before they can discover to what place the slave ab-
sconded. In short, the proprietor feels it his interest to see them’well treated, through
apprehensions of the consequence of an opposite Conduct. In former days, the pro-
prietor possessed the power of life and death 'over his slave; but this was probably
seldom or ever had recourse to, and desertion‘ only would, in all probability, have
been one of the motives for so rigorous a measure, but there were many circum-
stances which would have operated as a check upon the gratification of this species
of severity and revenge. .

l4.——I do not immediately recollect. any instance of a Cherma havmg appealed
. {on court ofjustice for protection from the ill-usage of his master; but instances are
not wanting of persons having been brought to justice, and to a severe account, for
the murder or wounding of a slave; and as it is universally known throughout

1 25‘ Malabar,
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Malabar, that British justice considers the life of the lowestrindividualas valuable
as-the .highesttharacter in the country, and that as severe a measme 'of' retribution
would’fall on the head of the murderer of a slave as of a rajah, we may consider
them as ‘well protected by the laws as any other race of beings.

15.-———In some respects Churmas may be' considered in more comfortable circum-
stances than any of the lower and poorer class of natives. An Instance of a Churma
being a beggar is unheard of ; ‘they' and their famiiies are sure of having the means
of subsistence, as, if the owner should be rendered unable to afford this. he will sell,
mortgageor hirehis Churma to another, on whom would devolve the-duty as well as
interest in affording such Subsistence as to enable the Churma to go through the
labours of the day. Contrast this with the situation of a free-born but poor labourer,
depending on the la‘bou'rs'of a day for his subsistence, unable, 'perhaps, to find em.
-pioyment,-~with -a:wife and family to support, ‘and to no one to whom he can look up
for protection or subsistence. -

16.——In attempting to ameliorate the condition of these slaves, care must be
takenthat we donot increase them. The partial measure of declaring them not
liable to be sold'for arrears of revenue will be a drop of water in the ocean ; though
why'governmen't' should give tip a right which every proprietor enjoys, is a question
worthy of consideration.
17.—On this subjectI have two suggestions ‘to offer; one is, that they shall never

be sold for arrears of revenue until the whole landed property be sold; another is,
that in addition to this, they shall 'be purchased in on account of government, and
then be declared emancipated; but in doing this, provision must be made for their
future subsistence, and I much apprehend, that for want of their former means,
“they would have recourse to pilferi‘ng grain from the fields whilst the crops are
standing, and then, from small beginnings, proceed to more serious robberies and
more heinous crimes. To declare that they should not be sold but with the land to
which they were attached, would be a nugatory measure. as the purchaser would, on
becoming proprietor, hold his property in them disposable according to the customs
of the country.

18.—The emancipation of the whole race I do not conceive to be in the con-
templation of government ; an observation on this point may not, however, be mis-
placed here.

19.—-In North Malabar, land is cultivated by the owners and hired coolies, but
in South Malabar, nine—tenths of the cultivation, more particularly in the rice lands,
is carried on entirely by Churmas; we must, therefore, in guarding the interests of
humanity ingeneral, be careful not hastily to infringewon rights enjoyed from time
jmmemorial, and on this a parailel, though not altogether a correct one, may be
drawn on the situation of slavery in the West Indies, where I apprehend the off-
spring of slaves, who where so previously to the Act of Parliament which abolished
the traffic .in slaves, are still considered slaves; but the comparison by no means
holds good throughout, for they are the offspring of originally free-born men, who’
have been trapped into a state of slavery by a vile traffic in human flesh, which
every man of feeling must rejoice is no longer tolerated.

20.—-To the accompanying documents I beg leave to refer your Board, for a con-
firmatiOn of some parts of this Report; but in concluding this, I may venture to
observe, that on a cool and impartial consideration of the state of slaves in Malabar,
slaves may be described as a distinct caste, with appropriate and distinct customs,
which have been handed down‘ to them by their‘ancestors, and which are by them
religiously adhered to, and they may be, I conceive,- viewed in any light but that of
an abject and horrid state of bondage.

21.——What is Hindoojurisprudence in some points of view but a state of slavery
to customs, any deviation from which is punished by being out-casted, and driven
from every privilege they religiously value. I do not by this mean to infer, that some
amelioration of the state of slavery in Malabar is not to he wished for and highly
desirable; but where and'how to, begin on a system of reform, is a question deserving
of the most serious consideration; and I must candidly acknowledge; that I can offer
no suggestions on this subject, beyond that of purchasing all slaves sold for arrears
of revenue on account of government, and declaring them, and of. course their off-
spring, emancipatedand' free-born subjects for ever; but this is too partial a meaSure
to be attended with much effect, and this even without taking some corresponding
"measures for their future subsistencé,~ will be attended, I apprehend, with any thing
but beneficial eonsequences. ' I

22'.——In
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22—111 support of the information contained in [the dociiments marked from
2 to 19, I beg to refer yotn' board to the documents marked N‘ 20 and 2| ; the first
being an extract from Major Walker’s report on the tenures of Malabar; the 2d being
an extract from the files of the Zillah Court, South Malabar, showing the numbers .
of certain suits on the subject of slavery, instituted in the course of five years.

Calicut, July 20th, I81 9. (signed) J. Vaughan; Collector.

N° 1,—Queries addressed to the Mookiestans in the several talooks in
Malabar, to obtain information relative to the slaves of the soil.

Query lst.—How many species of'slaves are there?
2nd.——Which of them observe the makatty, and which the maroomakatty?
3rd.—-A person can sell, give on otty, peneyam, kanom, or verrom pattom, his

lands, together with the slaves attached thereto ; but can he sell or transfer his
slaves separate from the land? If so, state the particulars.

4th.-—State the name of the deeds that are executed on the occasion of selling
and transferring the chermakel?
5th.—What is the amount that a good cherman will fetch by being sold, and what

by transferring on otty, kanom, paneyam ; what would a less active cherman,
a cherman boy, a good chermy, a less able chermy, and a chermy girl, respectively
fetch on being sold or transferred on the same tenures ?-—and what pattam would
each of the‘a‘bove described chermakel yield, noticing at the same time the diflerence
originating from the difference of their caste, and the difference between their value
in general in former and present times?

6th.-——After a person may have sold or transferred, in the manner above described,
his chermakal to another, can he, as the original proprietor, have any claim upon
them P

7th.—-When a cherman takes the chermy of another proprietor for his wife, is it
customary for the owner of the chermy to give anything to the cherman, or for the"
latter’s master to give any thing to the chermy? If so, who is it that must give" it,
and what is to be given?
8th.—When division of children born from chermakel take place, is any writing

passed between the parties? If so, how is it called?
gth.~—Are chermakels given on verrom pattom ?' If so,‘ what is the amount of

the pattom; and if any deed is executed on the occasion, how is it called?
10th.—What are the works required to be performed by the chermakels? .
‘l 1th.——Suppose a cherman belonging to a person in possession of property, and

has works of his own to do, is he obliged to‘go and work for his proprietor?
12th.—If a cherman be desirous of returning to his master 'the amount that he

cost him, and thereby be free from slavery, will his master =receive- the, cash, and
free the cherman.

13th.—-—When a cherman commits any fault, or'be caught after he may have run
away, how was be punished in former times, . and how would? he be punished
now ?

14th.—From' what period did the practice of selling and- purchasing chermakel
obtain? . '

15th.——For what purpose are chermakel sold and purchased? y
'I, 6th.--What is the original caste of the chermakel,_*whose slaves were they. for-

merly, ‘and how comes it that new almost-every body has slaves?

(True translation.) (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector.

N' 2;—-Answers to the Queries relative to the slaves of the soil, given by the
Mookiestans of the Cav'ay talook. '

Answer. to Query. lst.e-There are .six species Of chermakel' it} this talook, and
they. are ”called karenbalen, marvilawen, taloomavilaven, penngale wettowan,

poolean, and partayen. .
2nd.-—-The karembalen, ‘mavill‘aven, peringale wettowan, palean; and parrayen,

descend b Marco Makatty, end the taloo‘maVilaven by ‘Makatty. ,

3rd.——éhermakel.are sold,~ givemon konom‘otty, paneyam, end yerrom‘pattom,

both alon and separate from the lands‘to, whichtheyzmay. ,beattached. '

4th,——%our, species of-,-, premanums. are. in- use,.; and ithey- i ate. termsd Jerama
karoonom, otty karoononi, paneya karoo‘nom,..and vetroom~'.pattom.chlt.

125.. » 5th.-—-Th‘e.
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1"“ 5‘6”“ 5th.—-The chermakel of the karembalen, mavilamen, and perengole wettowan
Papers; tribe, who descend by Maroomakatty, are not given on jenmon, but on otty;

sitfifififlmf” they are at the followincr rate :—A good cherman of any of the three tribes above-panys . o
Territories. mentioned, Wlll fetch from 100 to 200 fanams, and a less able one from 50 to.
RH100 fanams. _ The jemn value of a good chermy of any of the three tribes above

referred to is 300 fanams, and that of a less able one, from 50 to 200 fanams, or
agreeably to the individual worth of each; but chermies of that tribe are not subject
to be given on otty and paneyan, nor are their children (of both sexes) to be sold
separate from their mothers. The jemn value of a good cherman of the toiooma—
vilaven tribe is 300 fanams; otty, 200 fanams; panyam, I50 fanams; the jemn
value of a less able one, 150 fanams; otty, 100 fanams; chermy of that tribe is
not subject to be sold or given on otty; the jemn value of a good cherman of either
the pooliar or parrayen tribe is 60 fanams; otty, loo fanams; and the jemn of a
less able one is 50 or .40, or 30 fanams, according to his age and real Worth. The
jemn value of a less good chermy of either of those two tribes is 200 fanams, and
that of a less able one is calculated in reference -to her age and merits, say 100, 50,
or 30 fanarns; but chermies of those tribes are not oiven on any of the other tenures,
nor are their children sold separate from their mother, but together. The jemn
value of one may be taken from 10 to 20 fanams. The pattom of a good cherman
and his chermy of the tooloma wilaven tribe is 100 dangolies of paddy, and that of
a single cherman, '50 dangolies; the pattom of a less able cherman, say aged from
sixteen to twenty years, is 30 dangolies of paddy. The pattom of the chermakel of
the tribes termed karembalen mavelaven and peringal wettoowan, who descend by
Marco Makatty, is the same as that of the tolamavilaven above mentioned. The
pattom of a cherman of the poliar tribe is 60 dangolies of paddy, and that of a
less able one from 25 to 30 dangolies. There is no difference between the present
and former prices.
6th.—When a cherman is given on jemnon or kanom, the original proprietor

will derive no benefit whatever.
7th.-—It is not practised that the cherman’s master should give anything to the

chermy whom his cherman may take for his wife, nor for the chermy’s masterto
give anything to the cherman of the children born from chermakal, who descendby
Makatty; the male becomes the property of the proprietor of the father of such
children, while both the male and female children born from chermakel, descending
from Maroo Makatty, go to the proprietor of the chermy, their mother.

8th.——No division whatever is used to be made in this district of the children born
from a chermy. _

gth.—Chermakel are given on verroom pattom. The proprietor will in such case
enjoy the pattom stipulated in the pattom chit. passed on the occasion of the trans-
fer 5 the particulars of the pattom has been fully explained in answer t0 query 5.

10th.—They are employed in preparing the fields, ‘collecling manure, fencing, and-
such other works connected with agriculture,

11th.—Although a cherman may he possessed of money, he is obliged to work for
his master.-

1 2th.—As the proprietor of a chermen is the person who will inherit. whatever
property his chennan may he possessed of at his death, he (the proprietor) will
not receive the amount his cherman may have cost him, and grant his liberty.

13th.-.Formerly, when a 'cherman committed any fault, or was caught after his
desertion,- he would be flogged and put in the stocks; at present the corporal punish—
ment afflicted is but of a lenient nature.

14th:—-—From time immemorial.
15th.—-¥When the proprietor finds himself in want, he disposes of his chermakal by

sale or transfer on kano . , -
16th.—We are not aware of these points.

Signed by seventeen persons. , ,
(signed) flIavilakancn, Tahsildar.

N' 3.—Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
Mookeistans of the Cherical Telook.

Answer to Query ll.st.‘--Three ;, viz. Poliar, Oratty Poliar, and Parcart
2d.—-_~All {three observe the :Ma‘rooma‘katty.
,3d~.—It‘is':usual,to,’3e_llt and give on‘ otty‘,»kanom,-_-paaeyam, Sand veroom pattom.

slaves, .unaccompanied 'by the lands to whichthey may be attached. ‘-
>4th.—-F0lll'
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4th.—-Four sorts of deedsareused, and are termed -as follows:- jem olla, o'tty
olla,‘ kanom-olla, "and pattom olla.

5th.‘—-At present, a "good cherman would fetch 100 silver fanams ; ' he is trans-
ferrable on otty for' 70 silver fauams,‘ on kanom and paneyam for-5o fanams; a less
active cherman’s’ jenm valueis ‘75 fanams; when (transferred on- otty hewould
fetch 4o fanams, on kanom 35 fanams; a good cherman boy’s jemn value is 30
fanams, and that of a less able one, ~20 fanams. It is” not usual to-transfer cherman
children on otty, kanom and peneyam; a good chermy’s jemn value is 125 fanams,
It is not usual to transfer chermies on otty and kanOm, but on paneyam it is, when
she'would fetch6o fanams; a less active chermy’s jemn Value is 75 fanams; and
she is‘transferable on paneyam for 40 fanams; a chermy girl’s jemn value is 40

‘ fanams, and a less able one’s, 25 fanaIns; chermy girls are "not disposable under
any other tenures; a good cherman will yield an annual pattern of five. fanams, and
a less active ‘one, three fanams; ‘cherma and .chermy children are not given.- on
pa-ttom ; formerly, the jemn value of a good cherman was- 60 fanams, otty, 3o
fanams, and kanom and paneyam, 20 fanams; a less active cherman’s jemn value
was 25 fanams; by giving on otty,-. he would fetch 15 fanams, ‘kanom, lo fanams.
The value of cherma children has not undergone any difference ; a good chermy‘sz
jemn value was formerly 8o fanams; kanom, 4o fanams; and a. less able chermy’s
jemni value 40 fanams, ‘and pa‘neyam, 25 fauams ;. chermy children weretnot. dis-
posable in former times“: The pattom, in former} times, of a good cherman, was
three fanams; no in :able- cherman, children, or chermy, were given on pattomt
The value of all the three castes of cherman is the same.

6th.—-If he sells his jemn right, .he forfeits all claim or title whatever ; if trans-
ferred 0n kanom otty and paneyam, he can redeem them on paying the amountfor
which they had been so tranferred ;. on giving an venoom pallom, he would get an.
nually five fanams for a good cherman, and three fanams for a less active one.

7th:—-—-When- the chennan takes the chermy of another proprietor, he is to give
two fanams to the chermy’s master, and to wait uponlhim,-accompanied by the
chermy, and ofl'er-him a mat and 'a basket ; all the children born from them go to
the proprietor of the chermy. '

8th.~——No division whatever being made, no writing is used.
.gth.——-Chermakel are given on verroom pattom ;- a good cherman would yield five

fanams (silver), and a'less active one, three fanams ; pattom 0113. for five years, is.
the deed passed on the occasion.
10th.-They work in the fields, and plough the-gardens.
llth.—Although he may be possessed of money, he must work for his master.
1 21h.—This practice has never obtained; the proprietor will not receive the cash,

and free the cherman tendering the same.
I 3th.--—In former times he would be bound and flogged, and even shut- up ;_ but-

now a reprixnand is all that would be passed.
l4th.-—From time immemorial; we do not know the exact epoch.
I 5th.———When a person is in want,’ and has no other property to dispose of, he

would dispose of his chermakel; and those in want;. of them for cultivating the fields,
would purchasethem.

16th;--This species of pe0ple were brought into this kerOola. country from the
paradishoowarom; they were originally the Adiars of the Bramins, who from neces-
sity transferred them to the Devassoms, and by them they. were, on the same
grounds, sold to others, and thus Adiars became generally possessed at last.

Si ed b foui ersons.
( gn y p ) (signed) Kamapan, Tahsildar.

N' 4.--—Answer to the Queries relative to the Slavesof the Soil, given by the
Mookeistans of Rottiot, Randatarrah, Tellicherry and-Irvenaed.

Answer to query lst.—-—-There are four species of slaves, and they are called
Poleaananean, Mavillon and Karimbalen. .
2d.—The slaVes of the Poleant Mavellan and Karimbalen tribe, descend by

Maroomakattay, and the .Pancan‘ by Makatty.
3d.—-It is‘customary to sell; give on otty, kanam,_-paneyam, and venom pattom,

chermakel both along and separate from the lands to which they may be attached.
4th.-——Five species of premanams ire usedion the occasion of selling and purchasmg-v

the chermakel, and they are termed as-’-follow: "When“ given on payneam, “ a
Pane‘yaui olle. ;-” where on verro‘m'Ipattom, ““a verrOm pattom olla ;” when an otty,
-“ a otty 01121;” when‘o‘n ‘atty pert, a 5? any perr-olla." .

‘25: A 5.——Prev10us
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5.-—-Prev-ious to the year 940, the jemn value of a= good cherman was. 4o.silver
fanams, otty 3o fanams, kanom 20 fanams, and paneyam below 20 fanams. The
value of a less active cherman and cherman boy, was below the prices above
enumerated; and much depended upon the circumstances of the seller and pur.‘
chaser. The jemn value of a good chermy was ,30 silver fanams, otty 22 fanams,
kannm— 15 fanams, and paneyam below I 5 fanams.‘ The value of a less able chermy
and ehermy girl,- was below the- prices just mentioned, they depending entirely upOn
the disposition of the-seller and purchaser.- lThe pattom' of a good cherman was-
10 fanams. per annum, that of a‘ less able one seven fanams, that of a chermau
boy five fanams, and of a good chermy’s seven fanams, of a less able one’s five
fanams, and of a chermy girl’s, three fanams. The. above prices apply to all sorts
of chermakel. The present jemn value of a good cherman is 120 fanams, and- in
proportion to this, may be calculated the value of the other tenures.
6th.—When thejemn right is sold, the original proprietor has no claim whatever,

when given on otty, the cherman -is redeemable on paying the otty fanams ;- When
given on kanom, the proprietor is entitled to' the pattam; after deducting therefrom
the interest of the kanom fanams; when given on paneyom, the pattam, after de-i
ducting the interest of it (pattam) is payable to the jemnaker. This is the pre;
wailing custom.

7th.——It is not practised in this talook, that the cherman’s proprietor shouldgi-ve
any thing to the charmy or vicé versa. 'The children" born from: the tribe called
paneyam are divided, half to the mother's proprietor, and half to that of the father;
This practice does not prevail with the other three tribes. '

8th.—-No d0cument is passed on making the division.
9th.-—Chermakel are given on veroom pattam. A cherman would yield 10 fanams

per annum, and the document used on the occasion, is termed “ Verroom Pattam
011a." '

1 oth.-They are employed in all the works connected with agriculture, as well as in
works performable by coolies. ‘

l 1th.-—A1though a cherman maybe possessed of property, and has works of his
own to perform, he must work for his master.

12th.—It has never happened that a 'cherman has tendered to his master the
amount hecost him, to be free from slavery; nor will the proprietor ever grant such
a request. v

1 3th.—In former times, when a cherman committed any fault, or be caught after
having run away, the master of the cherman would punish him in- such manner as
it Would please him, provided he does not deprive him of life; at present the
punishment inflicted is but of a lenient nature.

l4th.—It is a practice that has been prevailing since of old, and we are not sure
of the precise time since which it had obtained. '

I 5th.———They are purchased for agricultural purposes, and sold by those in want.
16th.—~This~species of mankind have been existing from time immemorial; -we

are not therefore aware whose adiars they originally were. The practice of selling
and purchasing them having prevailed since of old, every one became possessed of
them. (Signed by six persons.)

(signed) ' Komapen, Tashildai'.

N°=5.-—-'Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
I Mookiestan of Kartenaad talook.

Answer’to query lst.-—In.-this talook only one species of slave is known to exist;
viz; the Polcar.

2d.eThe Polkar caste descend by Makattay’.
3d.—-It is not practicable in this talook to sell or transfer on otty kanom and

paneyam, lands accompanied with the chermakels attached thereto, but it is usual
to dispose of the chermakel on either of 'the tenures aforesaid, separate from the
lands. .

4th.:—If the jemn right is sold, an otty per olla, an otty olla are executed; when
given on otty, an otty premanam; on kanom, a kanam premanom; on paneyan,
apaneya premanam, and .when on pattom, a pattommoory premanom is passed.

5th.—-—The annual pattom of cherman is 10 dangalies of paddy, no difference
being observed between the good and less active._ The jemn value of a cherman is
40 silver fanams, otty 2o fanams, and kanomsomething less than the last sumr;
when a cherman is given on a,k‘anom,: not exceeding 15 fanams, the jemnakari 13

entit e
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entitled to 2-} dangalies of paddy, after deducting the interest of the kanom, which
is calculated at half the usual rate only; a cherman can be given on eight or ten
fanams paneyam, and he is redeemable on the repayment of the paneyam fanam,
but neither the pattam or interest is to be demanded by either of the parties re-
spectively. But the above is very seldom practised in-this talook; when a chermy
is given on jemn or otty, kanom and pattom, no interest of» the money is calculated.
Thejemn price of a chermy or kanom and otty, are the same as that of a cherman.
When a chermy isgiven on patton, the patton receivable for her is five dangalies of
paddy. The above is both the former and present price. It is not usual to sell the
jemn right of a cherman boy or girl, or to give them on otty, kanam, or pattom,
before they are old enough to work.

6th.-—If the jemn right be sold, or if given on otty, the proprietor will derive no
benefit ; when given on kanom, he will get the balance of pattom, after deducting
the interest of the kanom, at the rate of % dangalie of paddy, for one silver fanam.
Previous to: the year 966 it was practised, that when the chermakal of a person go
«without the consent of his master, and work for another person, the original pro-
prietor should receive three dangalies of paddy, as a talla pattom, for a kooddy, or
pair of chermakal monthly, but at present the custom is abandoned.

7th.—It is usual for a cherman to take the chermy belonging to another pro-
Aprietor,‘with and without the prOprietor’s knowledge; when taken with the pro-
.prietor’s knowledge, the cherman is to give him two silver fanams, and when taken
without his knowledge, nothing is of course given ; children born from a chermy,
taken with the knowledge of the proprietor, are divided as follows; Ist.- to the
father, as his tandakoor, and the remaining to his chermy’s master; and children
born from a chermy, taken without her master’s knowledge, are all to go to the owner
of. the‘ chermy, and none to-the cherman or his owner.

8th.—When divisions of the kind take place, the parties exchange a premanam
which is called pashooty ollah.

9th.—Yes, they are; a cherman would yield an annual pattom of 10 dangalies
of paddy, and a chermy of five dangalies. The deed executed on the occasion is
termed pattom moorry.

10th.'-—They are caused to plough and prepare the fields, their owners have
nothing else to employ them on.
nth.—He is obliged to work for his master, notwithstanding he may have his

own Works to perform.
12th.——It is not practised to receive the cash a cherman may tender, and to grant

him his-liberty.
13th.—-—-In former times he would be bound, flogged and otherwise punished, at

present reprimand is all that would be passed.
14th.-—We are not sure from what period the practice has obtained. We heard

that it has been allowed from time immemorial.
15th.-—’When the proprietors are in want, they dispose of their chermakal, and

those in want of them to carry on their cultivation, buy them.
16th.——VVe don’t know. '

(Signed by three persons.)

(signed) Koonda Memm, Acting Tahsildar.

N‘ 6.-'-—Answer to the Queries relatiye to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the

Mookistan of Koormenaud'Talook.

Answer to query'15t.—-Only two tribes of chermakal exist in this talook;;viz.

Poole. and Kattady Chermakal. -
2d.—-—Both of the tribes just mentioned descend by Maroomakatty.

3d.——It is usual to sell, give on otty kanom, and verroom pattam slaves, .unac-

companied'with the lands to which they may be attached. .

.4th.—.-Tbe three species of deeds executed, as occasion may require, are termed

Otty karoonom, kanom premanam, jenmon karoonom.

5th.—-The jemn value of a. good cherman is 40 old fanams, otty 20, and below

that sum kanum. If by “ paneyam,” it is - meant “ cheny paneyam,” we have to

state that adiars are not given on this tenure. The jenm value of a less able cher-

man is 30 fanams, otty 15, and kanom below that; as no pattom canbe fixed for

, a cherman boy, his jemn value is regulated according to circumstances. Jemn

value of a good chermy is 25 fanams, otty I5 fanams, and kanom below the latter
sum, and the jemn value of a less able one' is 20 fanams, otty 10 fanams, and

125. kanom
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kanom below that sum. Chermy girls‘jemn value is fixed agreeably to the valuaa
tion that may be set upon her, as no pattom can be fixed for her until she is Wen
able to work. The pattom of a good cherman is 20 dangalies of nelly per annum;
of a less able one 15 dangalies; of a good chermy’s 10 dangalies; and of a less able
one’s 7g dangalies, no pattom being derivable for cherma boy or girl. The difl‘er.
ence'between the former and present price arises chiefly from the circumstances of
the persons disposing of their slaves, and of those purchasing them.

6th.—-Wh‘en given on kanom, the pattam remaining, after deducting the interest,
is the benefit due to the proprietor, save that he has'no other. When. given on
otty, the .chermakal are to wait upon their proprietor on the occasion of the Onom
and bisher feasts, and tender to him mats and baskets, and receive in return a dam.
galie of paddy each.
7th.—When cherman takes the chermy belonging to another proprietor for his

wife, he is to tender to the proprietor of the said chermy two fanams, which offering
is termed “ tamboozan penam ;” of the children ‘born from such a chermy, the first
born only becomes the property of the cherman’s father; but should only one child
be born from them, the value of it is to be distributed between the two proprietors
in equal shares. . -

8th.——No document is passed when division of the kind just stated takes place.
9th.—Chermakal are‘given on verrom pattom, and the pattam is fixed in refer-

ence to .the ability of the cherman, but it never exceeds 20 dangalies of paddy.
No document was passed on such occasion formerly, but at present a pattom
moorry is -executed,‘by whichthe renter undertakes to pay annually to the jemnakur
the stipulated pattom.

‘1 oth.--They are only employed in all works connected with agriculture.
11th.—Although he may be possessed of property, and have works of his own,

the must work for his master.
1 2th.--It has never been heard that a cherman tendered to his master the amount

beacost him, and that the same has been accepted, and the cherman freed from
slaver . . -

13th.—Former1y, when a chennan was convicted of any fault, or be Caught after
running away, he would be flogged, and when convicted of any crime punished ac-
cording to its magnitude; at present if he would commit any fault he would be
punishei, but crimes are not punished now as they used to be prior to 966.

14th.—-The practice of selling and purchasing chermakal have prevailed sinoe-of
old; we cannot say when it obtained.

l5th.—-Want compels the proprietors to dispose of their chermakals, and they
are purchased bythose who have cultivation. .,

16th.—-We are uninformed as to what was the original caste of the chennakal,
:and whose adiars they formerly were, as the traflic .is uncontroled every one became
possessed of adiars.

. (Signed by ten persons.)

(signed) Ramarakutty, Acting Tahsildar.

N‘ 7.-—Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soiltg’iven by the
Mookistans of _ Eddanaddassakoor, Koonoombala Oroondnobr,» Wynaad,
and Parakamitil Hobelies in the Wynaad District.

Answer to query 1st.—There‘ " age 'five 'speCies of “slaves, 'and they are called
Parie'r, Addian, Pol'ean, .Moopan snd Naiken.

2d.—All the‘fiVe sects above mentioned descend iby Makattay.
3d.——The paneersi or slaves are sold or transferred on kanom, otty, paneyam

and vermom 'pattom,- both along and separate from the fields to which they may
’be‘ attached; .

4th.—When they are sold or transferred .on any other tenure,xthe documents
passed on the occasion are termed jenmon premanotn, otty' premanom, and» par-
ceyatolla karoonum, as the case may require. ‘

5th.—-The-jemn value of a'good panian, as well as a good addian, is 3o‘mpees;
ott‘y; ~27} rupee’sfkanom, l5 rupees; and the' jemn value of aless able one of
either tribe is 20 rupees; otty, 17} rupees; kanom, 10 rupees; and' -paneyam, '
eight rupees. The jemn value of children (male) of those sects i312 rupees; ‘ The
jemn value of a femaleslavevof any of the two tribes above mentioned, as well-as of
their female children,.- is three rupees and:80 reas. The pattom of a .good-cherman
of any of the two Asects'above-mentioned is three padies of paddy-gsmat-of arlfis

- a e
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ableone', two padies ; .that of». boy, tonepaddy ;.- and that; of a female. of those sects
is also one paddy. The jemn value of a good slave of the Moopan and Naiken
.tribe is 64 silver fanams ;. Otty, 52; Kanom, 30; and Verroom Pattan, four'silver
fanams, but the females .of..those tribes are, not given on Pattom or by sale. .. The
jemn value of a good Poolean slave is 12 rupees; Otty, 10 rupees; and- Kanom,
.six rupees; and the jemn value of a less able one eight rupees; Otty, sixmpees;
Kanom, four rupees ;~ and Venom Pattom, one paddy of'paddy. The .value of. .a

Panian and Addian might be said to have increased now by five rupees above
the old- price,:but that of thee Naiken Moorpan iand- Poliar continues still the
same. '

6th.:—-The proprietor will enjoy no benefit if he transfers his slave on any,other
tenure but pattom, when he .will receive annually the rent that may ;be stipulated.__
7th.—When a slave of either the Panier Addian, ‘or Polean; tribe takes- a female

slave belonging to another person for his wife, the proprietor of the cherman should
send to that of the chermy four silver fanams through his cherman, and the ;Chlls
dren born from such people are set a valuation upon, and the amount distributed
betweenthe proprietors ; but this practice does not exist in the 'Wynaad, Parraka-
mattil, and 'Edonassakoor Hobliesie; i. e. that the proprietor of the female, or
mother of the children, has no right upon her issue.
8th.-—When the division above noticed is made; the document passed on the

occasion is termed parkatire premanom.
9th.-r-They are given on .veroompattom, and the amounta slave‘would yield is

three padies of paddy. The deed executed on the occasion is termed. pattom
moorry.

lOth.——They are employed in all agricultural works.
.nth.—-It is_ hardly heard that any slave has been possessed of property, from

which he could derive his means of subsistence; whatever little property they may
be possessed of is the right of their master, .for whom they must, under all circum-
stances, work.
12th.—The proprietor will not accept of such a tender, and free the slave.
13th.—Formerly he would be flogged, put in stocks, and his nose cutofi', accord-

ing to the nature of the fault ; at present, the practice of cutting off the nose does
not-at all exist.

14th.—~The practice of selling and purchasing slaves has been in existence from
time immemorial.

15th.—-For the purpose of agriculture.
l6th.—We are not sure of the origin of their caste, nor whose Addiarsthey

originally were; they are now possessed by all, because they can be purchased and

sold. (Signed by five persons.)

(signed) Raripanambiar, Peshkur‘

N‘ 8.—Answers to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
Mookiestans of the Ellornaad and Nelloornaad, Hobilies in Wynaad.

Answer to query lsL—There are but two species of slaves in these hobilies;
they are designated Panier and Addiar'.

2d.—The said two species of slaves descend by Makattay.
3d.-——It is allowed to sell, give on otty, kanom, and paneyam slaves, both along l

and separate from the lands to which they are attached. .
4th.—The documents passed, as thecase may require, .are-called Jenmon pre-

manam, otty premanum, kanom premanom, and paneyatolla kanoonom.
5th.—-The jenm' value of a good chermon of either sectvls 30 rupees; otty,

27i- rupees; kanam, 15 rupees. The jenm value of a less able one, 20 rupees;
otty, 17g rupees; kanam', lo rupees, and paneyam, 8 rupees. The Jenm value of
n-boy is 12 rupees;that of a chermy and a chermy girl 15 3 rupees and 80 teas
each. The pattom of a good cherman is 3 podies of paddy; that of a less able one,
2 podies; that of a boy, I paddy,.and that of a chermy and a girl, 1 padfly each.

The present price may be said to be 5 rupees over and above the former price.
6th.—,—The proprietor of a cherman will enjoy no benefit, if he transfers his cher-

man on any tenure; but when rented, he will be entitled to the pattom.

7th.—The proprietor of the cherman should send to that of the chermy,,o.n the

, occasion of the marriage of their respective slaves, 4 silver fanams 5 .and the children

born from them are to be set a valuation upon, and the amount divided between the

two to riet rs.
12%. P 0 8th.—The
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8th;—-'The document passedonthe occasion of such division is termed pashoo.
tatire premanom.‘ . -

9th.-—-The are given on verroom pattom, at 3 podies of paddy a year each
cherman, an the document passed on the occasion is termed pattam moorry.

l 0th.—Th'ey are employed on all agricultural works.
11th.—They are almost never possessed of property; if they have any trifle,

their master will take A:ossession of the same, whom they must at all events
work for.

1 2th.—The proprietor. will never accept the cash that may be tendered by a slave
of his, and grant his liberty. '

13th.—Formerly he would be flogged, put in stocks, and his nose cut off; but at
present the latter mode of punishing is never resorted to.

14th.—From time immemorial.
15th.——For agricultural purposes.
16th.——We are not informed on these points.

(Signed by four. persons.)

' (signed) Raripen 'Nambiar, Peishkur.

N' 9.—-—Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
Mookestans of Mooloorhaad, in Wynaad. '

P Answer to query 1st.——In this kobely there is but one sort of slaves, ”called
anear. . ‘
2d.—The above sect descend by Makattoy.
3d.—It is usual to sell, give on otty, kanom, paneyam, and verroom pattam,

slaves, both along and separate from the lands to which they may be attached.
4th.—The deeds passed, as occasion may require, are termed jenm premano‘m‘,

otty premanom, and paneyatolla karoonum.
5th.—The present jenm value of a cherman is 40 rupees ; otty, 32' rupees;

kanom, 20 rupees; paneyam, l5 rupees, and the jenm value of a less able‘one is
24 rupees; otty, 2o rupees; kanom, 1 2 rupees, and paneyam, 8 rupees. The
jenm value of a boy is 12 rupees, and that of a chermy and chermy girl is 3 rupees,
and 80 reas. The pattom of a good cherman is 3 podies of paddy; that of a less
able one, 2 podies; that of a boy, a chermy, and a girl, 1 paddy each. Except the
above tribe, no other exists in this hobly. Formerly, the jenm value of a good
cherman was 120 new gold fanams.

6th.—-The proprietor of a che'rman will reap no benefit when he gives the cher-
man on any tenure, except the verroon pattom, when he will receive the pattom
that may be settled. ,

7th.——-When a cherman wishes to have a chermy of another proprietor for his
wife, his master should send through him to‘the chermy’s master 4 fanams, and the
children begotten from them are to be divided between the two respective pro-
prietors. '

8th.—The document passed on the occasion of such division is termed pashooat-
tiry premanom.

9th.—-—They are given on veroon pattom, at 3 podies per year, and a pattom
moorry is the document passed on the occasion. '

10th.—They are employed in all works connected with husbandry.
11th.——It is but very scarce, that a slave is possessed of property by which he

can maintain himself; any property he may be possessed of, his master has a right
to; he must work for his master. .

. '12th.—It has never been usual to receive the cash a slave may tender, and grant
him his liberty. ‘ ..

L3th.—-He would be seized and flogged, put in stocks, and his nose cut off, ac-
cording to the magnitude of the fault he may have committed; at present, the
practice of cutting ofi‘ the nose has been entirely abandoned.
f ufihw—The practice of selling and purchasing slaves has been in existence since

0 o . ‘
15th.——For the purpose of carrying on cultivation. '
16th.—We are not sure of the origin of the chermakel, nor whose adears they

formerly were. They have been possessed by all, because they can be sold and
purchased'at pleasure. -

(Signed by four persons.) .
(signed) Raripanambiar, Pieshkur.
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(N’ 10.)—Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
Mookistans of Calicut Talook.

Answer to query lst. —Three, Poola Cheroomakal; 2d, Kallady, and 3d,
Ranakan.
2d.—The Cheroomakal descend by Makattay, but as their issue is divided, they

observe the Maroomakattay also. The Kanakans descend by Makattay. The
Kalladdies also by Makattay, but at some places their offspring are subject to divi-
sion, in which case they observe the Maroomakattay a1so..

3d.—-It is customary to transfer on Veroom Pattom and Otty, or. sell the Cheroo-
make], unaccompanied with the lands to which they may be attached.

4th.-—-The deeds generally executed are called Veroom PattOm, Paneyam Panega,
Puttom Otty, Attypur Prenamons. .

5th.-:-The jenm value of a good cherman is 48 fanams. He is transferrable 0n
otty for,32 fanams, and for a less sum on paneyam and pattom. A less able cher-
man is sold or transferred for sums below that above specified, or according to their
real worth, but not less than 15 fanams; a cherman boy is worth from ten fanams
and upwards, according to his age and abilities. A good chermy is valued at 30
fanams, and transferrable on otty for 20 fanams, and on paneyam and paneyom
pattom for a less sum. A less able chermy is sold or transferred for sums less .than
that the good one. would fetch, or rather according to her worth, but never less than
10 fanams; a chermy girl is worth 7 % fanams, and upwards, according to her age
and capacity. The pattom that a cherman would yield may ‘be calculated from one
to three fanams, and that of a chermy from one to two fanams, but it depends
entirely upon their respective individual worth. The; value and pattom of all the
three species of chermakul are the same. The rise and fall in their price always
depend. upon thelcircumstances of the persons selling and purchasing them.

6th.——If transferred on pattom, the proprietor is entitled annually to the patto'm
fanams. If on paneya pattom, to the pattom fanams remaining, after deducting
the interest of kanom ; and if on paruyom, the interest; if given on Otty, the ”pro
prietors have no kind of claim; and if sold, he forfeits allright whatever. ' ,
7th,—When a cherman or kallady is to take a c'hermy belonging to another pro-

rietor, the proprietor of the cherman is to furnish him with seven fanams, which
e (the cherman) will deliver to the chermy’s master, and then conduct away the

chermy; and of the children born from them, half is for the proprietor of the

cherman, and the other half to the chermy’s proprietor; atsome places, two-fifths
go to the proprietor of the male, and three-fifths to that Of the female chermakul;
while at others, only one child becomes the share of the chermar’s master, and all
the rest, that of the chermy’s proprietor.
. ‘ 8th.-—At some places, when similar divisions take place, a moorry is passed, at
Others. no writing whatever is exchanged.

gth.—It is customary to give chermaknl on verrom pattom, and some persons
execute moorries, in which the amount of pattom is specified. The rate of pattom

has been explained in the answer to the. question, No. 5.

'1 oth.—~They are required to perform‘all the work connected with husbandry. 4
1ith.-—Although he may have work of his own to do, he must go and 'work for

his master,
12th.——No. . .

_ 13th.—Both in former and present times he would be bound and flogged, but in

a manner that will not cause any material injury to the body. In former times,
h0wever, if the fault be of an aggravated nature, he would be put in irons.

l4th.—-From time immemorial. _ ,
15th.—Those in want sell their chermakels, and those who have fields to culti-

vate, purchase the same; ' ,
16th.~—The first point can only beexplained by Brahmins, for we have no know-

ledge of their origin. If slaves have been possessed by several persons, 1t~ 18

because the Brahmins sold or transferred them, and because their children are

subject to being divided,
(Signed by six persons.)

(N‘ i1.)-¥Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by.

the ~Mookistans of Betutnaad Talook.

Answer to query lst.—Four, viz. Errawa Chermakel, Kanaka Chermakel, Poole
Clemakel, "and Pam; Chermakel.

. 12:5. 2d.—The
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2d.—The- Errawa Chermakel, Kanaka Chennakel, an Parra Chermakel, descend;-
by Mokattay, and the Poola Chermakel by MaroOmakaay.
3d.—Chermakals can 'be sOId, given on otty, kanm, paneyam, and veroom»

pottom,‘ both along and separate from the lands so which'they may be attached.
4th.—Six species of permanoms are in use, and they are termed as follow ;

venom pattom, paneyam kanom, paluha, maddaka, veppa, and atty perr.
5th.-—In former times the jenm value of a good Errawa or Kanaka cherman was

80 old fanams; otty-or veppa,‘ 60 old fanams; kanom, 32 old fanams; paneyan,
20 old fanams; verroom pattom, 3 -old fanams. The jenm value of a less able
cherman, of the above two tribes, was 40 fanams; otty or veppa, 3o fanams;
kanoms; kanom, 16 fanams; paneyam, 10 fanams; verroom pattom, 2 fanams;
The jenm value of a cherman boy of the above tribes, from 10 to I6 years old,
was 30 fanams; otty or veppa. 20 fanams; kanom, 16 fanams; paneyom, 10 old
fanams; and verroom pattom, 1 fanam; chermies of the above tribes were never
subject‘to be sold or transferred on any of the tenures above specified. These
species of chermy only follow the cherman, who may take her for his wife; and the
proprietor of the cherman must furnish his cherman With a piece of cacha,'wotth
2 fanams, and 6 fanams, that the latter may perform the ceremony, 'and conduct
home his wife, who is 'to work for her cherman’s master; all male children'bo'ru
from them become the jemn property of the father’s proprietor.
'The jenm value of a good Pool chennan was '48 old fanams,- otty 4o fanams;

verroom pattom 3 fanams. The jenm value of a less active cherman was 32 old»
fanams, otty or veppa 24 fanams, kanOm 16 fanams, paneyom 8 fanams, verro'om
pattom 2 fanams.
A cherman boy’s jemn value was 24 ’»fanams, verroom pattom I} fanam ;=_ a

good Poola chermy’s jenm value was 64 fanams, veppa or otty 48 fanams; kanoui'
32 fanam‘s, paneyom 24 fanams, and verroom pattom 3 fanams; a less able'Poola
chermy’s jenm: value was 40 fanams, otty or veppa 3 fanams, kanom 2o fanams,
ponagoon 16 'fanams, and verroom pattom 2 fanams; a Poola chermy girl’s jenm
value was 30 fanams, otty ‘ or veppa‘ 24 fanams, kanom 16 fanams,‘ paneyom 8
fanams, and verroom pattom 1f- fanam. Thejenm value of a Parrah Cherman was
48 fanams, otty 4o fanams, kanom 24 fanams, paneyom 16 fanams, and verroom
pattom'3 fanams. The jenm value of a less active parrah cherman was 32 fanams,
veppa or otty 24 fanams, kanom 16 fanams, paneyom‘ 8 fanams, verroom 'pattoni
2' fanams. The jenm value of a Parrah cherman boy was 24 fanams, pattom 1f
fanam ; parrah chermy was never sold or transferred on any tenure ; at present the .
several prices might be said to have increased by half or a quarter above the former
‘value ;‘ but those in distress do not hesitate to dispose of their chermakal for half or
a quarter less than the former price. '

6th.—When' given on otty pen- the original proprietor has no claim" whatever;
when on otty, the chermakal are redeemable on repayment of the cash; when on
kanom and paneyom, the pattom remaining after deducting the interest, is payable
to the proprietor.

7th.-—-When a cherman is desirous of taking for his wife a chermy under the
orders of another master, he is to signify his intention to the chermy’s master, and
presenting him with a bundle of beetle leaves, and 4 arreea nuts, request him‘for
permission for so doing, which, on being granted, he may conduct the chermy‘tojhis
master’s, to whom he should likewise make the same offerings. The‘ proprietor of}
Kanakam Errawa, and Parrah Chermies, have no claim upon the children that may
be born from them resPectively, after they may be conducted away in the mannei-
above explained. The children born from a Poola Chermy who may be conducted
away also in the above manner, are to be divided as follows ;—the first-bom child
to belong to the father, and all the rest to go to the mother’s proprietor. The above
is the practice observed in this district.

8th.—--No writing whatever is in use. '
9th.-—When given on ven'oom pattom they would each yield 2 or 3 fanams ;-" the

writing passed on this occasion is called ven'oom pattom moorry. _
10th.—They are employed in preparing and ploughing the fields, cutting wood;

fencing, and other works of the kind. -
h’ tltflz—He must work for his master, who will not consent his working for
Imse .

l'blzth._It is not customary to receive cash from a cherman, and grant him his
I erty. . . ..
13th.-—-When a cherman was formerlv caught after he may have run away,‘ and

' committed
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committed any;fauit,-'heisw0uld beput ini'stoc'ksfiogged, andotherwis’e punished ;': at
present, he would. be seized andibrought. in; but if he should be :found inclined to
run away again, and refuse working, he would be put in stocks and flogged; those in
the habitofrunning away are Secured‘inssmcksg, -

1-4th.v——From time immemorial; we are not aware of the aara.
15th.—.—They are sold; and purchased for the purpose of agriculture.
16th.--With the exception that the chermakel have been existing as they now do,

since ofold ; swve.didt not .hear about their origin; If they are now so generally p’osw
seesed; it:-is:because =the-jenmakars. sellsthem .to others to supply their wants.

(Signed by. 18 persons.)

‘N' 12.—Answer to the .Quei‘ies relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
Mpokiestans of Cloughan Taiook,

_. .tst.»—There' are five species; viz. Erter, Namboo, WettowarKanakar, Pooleatg.
and- Parrear. ‘ ,

2d.——The Erruier Namboo Wettoowar Kanaker and Parrear observe the Ma-
kattay, and the Poolear the Maroomakattay.

3d.-——It is customary to give or dispose of the Chermakal both along and without
.the lands to which they may be attached.

.41h.—,The documents executed vontthe occasion are called jenm, palesha, mad-
dakas paneyam and kanom premanoms.

. 5th.—The jenm vaiueofa goodcherman of the Erraler Kanaker Namboo Weto-
war‘or Parreai' caste, wasformeriy 12o fanams, otty 80 fanams, paneyom' 60,. and
kanom from 20 to 50 fanams. The value of a less actiVe cherman was calculated
atjhalf ~.or three-quarters of the value above-mentioned. The jenm value of a cher-
man boy. from 5_to 12 years of age, was from 20,. to 50 fanams; but otty paneyam
and kanom were to be calculated according to the boy’s age, and the standard above-
mentioned.. The chermies of the said four tribes who descend by Makatty, were
not subject to he separately sold or_purchased, but they follow the cherman who
took them for- his wife. A. good cherman of the Poolear tribes, jenm value was;
60 fanams, otty 4o fanams, paneyom 30 fanams, and kenom 2o fanams; and the
valuein general of a less able cherman was half or three-quarters ,of the value above—
enumerated. A cherman boy of that tribe, from 5 to 12 years old, would fetch
fmm 13 to 30 fanams; jenm value, otty, kanom, and paneyom, were to be fixed
with reference to the hoy7s age. A good chermy of the Poolear tribe, which descend.
by Maroomakattay, was held to .be .worth as much as a good cherman of the
four tribes aforementioned which descend' by Makattay; and a less active chermy,
of the same tribe was worth as much as a less able cherman of the said four tribes.;
A ,Pooiear chermy girl is worth as much as a chennan boy ofany of the 4 tribes.
The pattom of a good cherman of any of the four tribes first referred to was 3 fanams,
and that of a less able one, 1; or 2 fanamsh v The pattom of a good v cherman of any.
of the four tribes first referred to was 3 fanams, and that of a less able one 1; or. 2‘
fanams. The pattom of a good cherman of the Poolear tribe was 2 .fanams,-and
that- of a less able~one1§ fanam. A schermy of the Poolear tribes pattom was
3rfanams,.and a. less able one 1% to 2 fanams ; children never yielded any pattom
untilwthey attained the age of t 12 years; at present, or since 7 or 8, years past, the
value in every respect may besaid to have reduced to .half or one-quarter of the;
formervalue, in consequence of the failings in cultivation; and the reduced state of
the people.- " ' V ~ '

6th.‘.—».When a chermanissold,‘ or givenou otty and~paneyom, he is, merely,
redeemable on payment, of the otty and paneyom fanams, but until then the jemakar-
willenjoyno benefit'whatever ; when given on kanom, the interest (which is cal-x
culated at half out of 10 fanams) is ; deducted from the pattom, and the remaining
pattom go the proprietor. ‘ ‘ ‘ - . ‘
~7th.-——Ifaa cherman 9f any‘of thesfom' tribes above alluded to take a ehermy of.

another proprietor, 'the proprietors of:either of them are not required to giveto the
chermnorchermyany 'thing,»but :the. cherman's master is :to furnish the 'cher-s
man with two fanams, and a piece of casha to perform the ceremony, and the chil—:
dren born from them are all to belong to the cherman's proprietor; the females at
liberty to settle for themselves. '

£tha-1—No division whatever is made; much 'less any writing;
gth.-.-—Chermakel are given on -verroom pattom, and they, .when given on that

tcnure; yield nnexzor-halfhfanan) " more than theamount pattom above-mentioneg‘;
[25.5 a C It
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aschit is passed on the oceasion, whereby the venom pattakar. undertakes toam
the chermakel to work, without occasioning any injury to his 'co'rpor-‘al faculties;
and to. pay the fixed pattom.

10th.—The chermakal are to work in the wet and dry lands purramba, and 3 do
whatever they may be commanded to do.

1 1th.—It has never been heard that a chennan had been possessed of any cons
sidemble property, ,and- had worksvof his own to perform; it is Very rare,“ when
mche‘rman is possessed of a. trifle, and even then-he'must work forhis maSten

I 2th..—-_-No occurrence of the kind has taken place, nor will a proprietor free his
cherman that way. _ .

13th.——Formerly, the jenmakar would seize, bind; flog; put him inetocks or irons;
or in short, inflict such punishment (without endangering'his life) as the magnitude.
of the guilt might appear to require ; at present they are only bound and flogged,
and afterwards caused to work, after receiving an admonition. . , .

-14th.~——We have neyer heard when the practice Commenced; but" that (it had ob-
tained from time immemorial.

15th.—It is for the purpose ofagriéultural.
16th.—We are not aware of those particulars.

(Signed by six persons.)

(signed) Homa Peroombra Nair,- Acting Tahsildar‘.

N' t 3.——Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
' Mookiestans of Shernaad Taloo-k.‘

Answer to query lst.——Four; viz. Kalady, .Kanaken, Pollean and Parrean.
2d.—The.Kallady, Kanaken and Parraen descend. by Makattay; and .thenthex'

(Polear) by Marromakattay.
3d.—~Yes, they age separately given. .
4th.—-—When Chermakal are separately given away or sold, the. documents passed

on the occasion are the paneyayeshitoo, kanom poolisha, maddaka and jemmon‘
premanoms, 'as the case may be. _

5th.-Formerly, the jenm value of 'a good cherman, of the Kallady or Ka'nakan
tribe, was'75 to 80 fanams; palisha. maddaka or’otty, '(both terms meaning; one
tenure) 65 to 70 fanams; kanom, 50 t0 55‘fanams; paneyom, 35 to 40 fanams;
at present, thejenm value of-a good cherman of arty of the two tribes above'men-
tioned is 100 to 110 fanams; but the former value of the other tenures does not-
much differ from the present; the former jenm value of a less able cherman of any of
the'two tribes above referred to, was 55 to 60 fanems ; otty, 45 to 50 fanams, kanom,
30 to 35 fanams ; and paneyom from 20 to to 25 fauams ; the presentjenm value of
a cherman of that description is from 80 to 85 fanams, the value of the rest of the'
tenures not differing from that of the former years, Formerly, thejenm value of a
cherman boy of the above tribes, was 20 to 25 fanams, while at present it is 30
to 35 fanams, as it is not possible to fix-the pattam until the boys are able enough tor
work; they ‘are not given on otty, kanom or paneyom‘; neither chermy, 0r chermy’
girl, of any of the two tribes above alluded to, are subject to be sold or purchased g;
they are married and taken home by cherman of the same tribe, when the cherman
should tender to the father of the chermy a sum not exceeding 16 fanams; j

Formerly, thejenm value of a good .chernam of the Poolcar tribe, was 55 to 60‘
fanams; palirha maddaka, 45 to 50 fanams; and the presentjenm value of a good
cherman of that kind is 75 to 80 fanams, the value of the rest of the tenures not
varying'as yet; the jenm value of a less active cherman of the tribe just mentioned;
was 45 to 50 fanams; palisha maddaka, 35 to 40 fanams; kanom, 20 to; 35 fa-v'
name, and panyam, 20 to ,25 fanams, while the present jenm value is 60 to 65
fanams ; but the value of the other tenures remains the same still; a cherman boy,
of the same tribe would fetch formerly 30' to 35 fanams, but now he will onl' "be
had for 35 to 40 fanams (jenm value), and' not subject to be given on any 0 the.
other tenures, until Well able to work; the jenm value of a good chermy of ther
Polear tribe, was formerly 79 to 75 fanams; palirha maddaka, 60 to 65 fanams;
kanom, 40 to 45 »fanams;.and' panyam, :25 to 30 fanams; but 'the' present jenm-
value is 100 and I 10 fanams, though the value of the other tenures stand the‘ same}?
theformer jenm value of a less able chermy ofthat tribe, was 60 to 65 fanams, and
the present-isSo to 85 fanams; but there does not exist any great difference between.
the 'value of the other tenures of a good and leSs able chermy; a chermy girl was!

‘ ‘ . formerly
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fermerly value at 30 to 35 fanams (jenm value), and now it has increased from 40
to~45 finams; but they are not transferrable to any other tenure until_well able
to wor '.

Formerly, the chermakal of the Parraen easte were hardly sold or purchased;
on the contrary, they were considered at liberty to leave their master when they
pleased; at present, however, they are (but very seldom) sold; a good cherman’s
jenm value being 65 ,to 70 fanams, but they are not transferrable on otty kanom,
paneyam, ,or v_e'rrom pattom; a good cherman of either the KalladyKanakon or
Poleantribe, would yieid an annual pattom of three fanams and three parrahs of
paddy ; and a, good chermy of either of the three tribes, two fanams’ or two parrahs
of paddy; a less able cherman, the same as the latter mentioned amount, while
a less able chermy would only yield one fanam, or one parrah of paddy ; pattom is
not fixed on cherman boy or girl until they are considered able to work. It must
also be added, that in some deshums in this talook, the rates and rules above ex-
diHer. a'little from one another._
6th.—When given onjenm, the original proprietor has no claim whatever; when

on palesha maddaka,‘ all the male children born from such a cherman, as well as the
cherman himself, are to go back to the proprietor on his paying the amount received
by him; when given on kannom and paneyam, the proprietor is entitled to the
pa'ttom after deducting therefrom the interest, as also to the male children born from
suchla cherman. The proprieter of a Pooliar cherman has, however, a right to
bOth the male and female children that may be born from such cherman, whenbgiven
on any of the three tenures just referred to. ,

7th.-—-W.hen a cherman takes a chermy for his companion, either the cherman or
the chermy’s father ought to tender an offering of two fanams to the chermy's pro-
prietor;‘but it is not practised that the cherman’s proprietor should give any thing,
nor’are the children born from such a cherman and chermy subject to any divisiOn,
they belonging to the cherman’s proprietor. '

8th.— Neither a division or any consequent document is in use.
9th;—'—They are given on veerox’n patto’m.‘ A' 'good 'cher'man of any tribe would

yield three fanams; a less‘able one, two fanams'; a good chermy, two fanams; a less
able one, one fanam. The document used on the occasion is termed “ veerrom-

pattom karroonuin,” but some persons only pass a key yeshatoo (simple writing.)
leth.—They are employed in all kinds of manual works connected with hus-

bandry.
nth.-’—He must work for his master, but some (very few though) allow their

charmakal to work’ exclusively for themselves, on paying to the proprietor the usual
pattom.

12th.-——It is not practised to receive the cash and free the cherman.
l3th.——Formerly, when a ‘cher'man was convicted of any fault, he would be flogged,

and when caught,-»after having run away, put in stocks or irons ; at present, the

utmOSt punishment that is considered proper to be inflicted is flogging..
14th.—'—We are not aware when the practice of selling and purchasing slaves com-

menced, but it has been prevailing since of old. .
I5th.—Distress often compel the proprietors to dispose of their chermakal, and

those who havé‘cultivation purchase them.
16the—We are’ not aware as to the origin of the chermakal caste. They became

Adiars because they are liable to be sold. '

(Signed by five persons) _

(signed) Runhen Nair, acting Tahsildar.

N' I4.‘——Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the

- Mookiestans of the Ernaad Talook.

[Answer to query lst.—Six; viz. Polear, Rolera, Kanakar, Aller, Panyer, and

Kooroower. ‘ .

2d’.~.—‘The1 P-olear deseendkby, Makattay, and the ,rest by Maroomakattay., .

3d_.4-_-_When, iven. away-along with the lands on kanOm and pattom, they Will be

mentioned‘in t e premanomgpassed" for the landst' They are, however, separately .

seld',..given‘oh_otty,. ,kfinom, paneyam, a’nd v'errom pattom‘. ‘ In the answer to the

. 5th. Question, this point will be treated more at length... . .

4th.:Permanoms .are to‘ be passed on all occasions agreeably to the tennre of

the transfer. They are termed .,paneyom.-kanom,.palishmadaka or otty, atti-pur.

12(5- ’ . ' These
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These premanoms ’ have been in use since' of old, but now they are not' strictly
observed. -

5th.—The jenm value of a good Poola cherman is too fanams, otty 80 fanams,
kanom 6o fanams, paneyom 40 fanams; the jenm value of a less, able Paola
cherman is 60 fanams; otty 5o fanams, kanom 4o fanams, paneyom 3o fanams.
The jenm value of a good Poola chermy is 16 fanams, otty 8o fanams, kanom 60
fanams, paneyom 40 fanams ; the jenm value of a less active Poola chermy is
I 20 fan'ams, otty 60 fanams, kanom 4o fanams, paneyom 3o fanams. The value of
a Poola cherma‘n boy and Poola cherman girl is calculated agreeably to their respective
age and ability, ‘and in conformity with the value of a Poola cherman and chermy.
The jenm value of any of the other five tribes of cherman, that is of a good chennan,
islb'o fanams, otty 100 fanams, kanom 80 fanams, paneyom 60 fanams ; the jenm
'value of a less active cherman of any of the above tribe is l40 fanams, otty So fa:-
~nams, kanom 6o fanams, paneyom 4o fanams. It is not, however, intended to say
that a cherman or chermy of any of the six tribes above referred to may not be had
.for more' or' less than the prices above enumerated, from age or individual ability.
:No chermy of any of the five tribes last mentioned will he sold or given on kanom.
The owner of the cherman will furnish cherman with the cash that he may marry
‘and bring home his wife.

6th.—If agreeably to the premanom that may be passed, thejenmokar be entitled
to any rent, he will of course receive the same, with the exception when slaves are
given on otty.peer, when they are redeemable, when the jenmokar repays the cash
he may have received for them, upon any of the three other tenures.

7th.—~A cherman of the Poola tribe may have intercourse with a Poola chermy
belonging to another proprietor, but it has never been usual with the proprietor of
.the chermy to allow her to be taken away by the cherman. The cherman of any
.Of the other five tribes can marry and take home a chermy, on his master furnishing
him with cash for so doing, and all children born from them will belong to the owner
of the cherman. '

8th.-—-It is not practicable in this talook to make any‘division, either in favour of
”the father or the mother, much less is any document used.

9th.—It is customary to give chermakal on pattom, a kooddy of chermakal of
any of the six tribes above alluded to would yield 10 parrahs of paddy annually;
a kooddy of a less able chermakal would fetch as far below as four parrahs ; a good
Poola chermy would yield a pattom of eight parrahs, and a less able one as far below
as two parrahs. -

10th. They are required to perform all work connected with husbandry. .
nth.-—He is obliged to work for his master, though he may be possessed of

property.
12th.-—It is not customary to grant a chemtan his liberty.
13th.—F0rmerly, when a cherman had committed any fault, or had ran away, he

would be bound, flogged, and if the crime was of an aggravated nature, put in stocks
or irons; at present they are not put in stocks or irons, but corporal punishment is
inflicted ; when they commit any crime they are delivered up to the circar.

14th.—-—From time immemorial; we cannot ascertain the exact period.
15th.~——W_henjenmakars find themselves in want, they dispose of their chermukals

10 persons who are in want of them to carry' on cultivation ; without whom it will
not be possible to conduct the cultivation. ‘

16th.-—We have heard, that when Shree Parooshwaramon had established this
Kerrala country, the Brahmins represented to him that they had not people to per-
form the manual part of business attending agriculture; when Shree Parooshwara-
mon brought Weddars from Imawel Parshewa, and distributed them to the
Brahmins. . '

(Signed by 15 persons.)

P.- S.-—As,--in thisreply about the pattom, 'we have not particularized the pattom
that a ellerman of each tribe would respectively yield, we now subjoin the ,pal'.‘
ticulars ; -viz.

I
A Poola cherman would yield ,4 parrahs.
D" - -Tcherm - . -' d° - - 5 d°.

A Kooddy of Kunakari and Rolar, 5 d°.
D° - --of Koorrowan - ‘- d' - - 6 d°.
D' - - ofAllari - - - - d° - - 6d°.
D’ - '- 0f Paneyen - - -- d°'- :0 df’.

When
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When the chermakals of any of the above tribes are not good and active, the'
pattom they would fetch will fall short of the quantum above specified.

(Signed by the 15 persons already entered.)

(signed) Hcl/oo Addindy, Tahsildar.

N“ l'5.-—Answer-, to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
‘ Mookustans of the Walloowanaad and. Kawalpara Talook.

Answer to query IsL—Three; viz. Errala, Kanaken, and Poleam.
2d.—-—The Errala and Kanaka' Chennakel descend by Makattay, and the Polean

by Maroomak‘attay.
‘ 3d.——Chermaks can be sold, given on otty,'paneyom, veroom pattom,’ unaccom-
panied with the lands to which they may be attached.
4th.—When chermakuls is sold, deed passed on the occasion 'is termed otty perr.
5th.+—Formerly the jenm value of an'able cherm‘an, of either the Errala or

'Kanakan tribe, was 90 fanams, otty ~60 fanams, kanom 4o fanams, paneyom
45 fanams; and the jenm value of a less active cherman was 60 fanams, otty
4o fanams, kanom 2o fanams, and paneyom 30 fanams. The jenm value of a Cher?
man. boy 30 ‘fanams; they were not transferable on otty or kanom, but when given
on paneyom, a' boy would fetch 15 fanams. "The jenm value of a good Poola
"cherma was 60 fanams, otty 4o fanams, kanom 25 fanoms, and paneyom 3o‘fanams.
Jenni value of a less able Poola cherman was 40 fanams, otty 30 fanams, kanbm
,1 5 fanams, paneyom 20 fanams. - The 'jenm value of a cherman boy of that tribe
was‘2o fanams, paneyom 10 fanams; , but he was not transferable on otty or kanOm.
The chermies of the Errala and 'Kanaka tribe were not subject to be sold; but when
taken in marriage'by a cherman; the proprietor of such cherman should cause to be
'given to the chermy’s fathers 5 fanams.‘ The jenm value of a good Poola chermy
was 75 fanams, otty 5o fanams, kanom 3o fanams, paneyom 35 fanams. The jenm
value of a less able Poola chermy was 50 fanams, otty 3 5 fanams, kanom 2o fanams,
paneyom 25 fanams. Thejenm value of achermy girl of that tribe was 25 fanams;
otty and kanom she Would not be transferable on, but paneyom she would at
12 fanams. The pattom of a good cherman and chermy, of either the Eralla or
Kanaka tribe, was 5 fanams; calculated 3 for the former, and 2 for the latter.

The pattom thus derivable from a pair was termed “ kuddy pattom.” The pattom
of a less able cherman and chermy was 3 fanams; 2 for the former, and l for the

latter. It! is to be observed, that the chermy of the above tribe is not to be given

on pattom separately. The pattom of a good Poola cherman was 3 fanams, and

that of a less able one 2; that ofa good chermy 2%, and of a less able one I % fa-

nams. It is not usual to give cherman boy or girl on pattom. The present jemn

value of a good cherman of the Eralla and Kanaka tribe‘is 1 20 fanams, otty

go'fanams, kanom 75 fanams, paneyom 60 fanams; and the value in general of

*a less able one, and that of a boy, continues still the same as before. The amount

to be given to a cherman of either of the two tribes just referred to, for the purpose
of tendering to the father of the chermy he may wish to marry, has now increased
from 10 to 15 fanams. The present jenm value of a good Poola cherman is

75 fanamsg otty 6o fanams, kunom 4o fanams, and paneyam, 35 fanams; but the

value of a less able one remains the same as before. The present jenm value of

a good Poola chermy is from 90 to 100 fanams, otty 60 fanams, kanom 4o fanams,
and paneyam 5o'fanams ; but the former value of a less able chermy, as well as of

-a' girl, continues still.
6th.——When the jenm right is sold, the original proprietor forfeits all claims;

when given on otty, the children born from the chermakel of the Errala and Kana—

kan tribe become the property of the proprietor. When Poola chermakel are

going on otty, the proprietor will derive no benefit; but when a chermy is given on

‘otty, the children she may bring forth are-to go to her proprietor; when given on

--kanom, the pattom remaining, after deducting the arta polisba, is to be paid to the

pmprietor; but when given on paneyam, the proprietor derives no benefit until he

repays the amount received by him. ,
7th.—When a cherman takes the chermy belonging to another proprietor, it is not

customary for either the cherman or chermy to tender any thing to the master of

'either reciprocally; all the children begotten from them are to belong to the cher-

man‘s proprietor, provided such children have been brought forth during the Inca

time of the cherman; for any child born after his death, and previous to her being

125. married
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married toanother, is to belong to thee chermy’s‘proprietor. It is not- customary for
a Poola cherman to marry,.that tribe descending by Marromakatty.

8th.-—-—No division or document is in use.
9th.—Chermakal are given on veerom pattom; a good cherman would yield

5 fanams, and the deed used on the occasion is termed veerom pattom olla
karoonom.

10th—o—1Theyare employed in ploughing, Collecting manure, cropping; sowing,
and such other works connected with cultivatidn, as well as in watching the fields,
fencing, cultivating the gardens, &c.

11th.—Though he may be possessed of property, and have work'of his own,
he is obliged to Work for‘his master.

12th.—It has never been usual to receive the value of a cherman when tendered
by him, and grant him his liberty.

V 13th.-Formerly, when a cherman was found guilty of any fault, or be caught
after running away, he would be reprimanded for the first offence, and the other
chermak‘el charged to take care of him; but should he again'run away, he would be
seized, bound, and flogged, put in stocks or handcufi's. At present, when a cherman
commits any fault, he would be slightly punished ; and if he runs away, a suit would
be instituted for his recovery; and the other chermakel charged to take care of him.

14th.—From time immemorial, we are not aware of the year since which the
practice obtained.

15th.—Those in want dispose of their chermakal, and those requiring chermakal'
to c‘arr‘y‘on their” cultivation, purchase them.
16th.—We are ' not aware as to what is the origin of the chermakal caste; they

have been existing since of old 5 they were formerly the adians of brahmins, who,
selling as they pleased, every one became now possessed of adiars.

(Signed by seven persons.)

(signed) Romen Sirdar, Tahsildar.

N9 16.—Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
Mookiestans of the 'Nedingnad Talook.

Answer to query I.—-There are three species of Chermakal; viz; Erla, Kanakan,
and Polean.

2d.—.-The Erla and Kanaka Chermakal descend by Makatay, and the Poola
Chermakal by Marco Makatay.

3rd.——They are given both along and separate from the lands to which they may
be attached on jenmon palicha maddaka, kannom, peneyan, and verrom pattom.
“ Otty” is a term not known in this district. .

4th.-—-When the jemn right is sold, the deed passed is called “ atty peer olla
premanom ;” when given on palishamaddaka, a “ palishamaddaka ola premanom ;”
when on kanom,- a “ kanom olla premanom ;” and when on paneyam, a paneya
olla premanom is passed, as the case may be.

5th.~Formerly, ,the jemn .value of a good cherman of either the Errala 0r
Kanaka tribes was 75 fanams; palishamadaka, 60 fanams; kanom, fr‘om 30 to
50 fanams; and paneyam, as far as 40 fanams. The price, in general, of aless
active cherman, or a cherman boy, was fixed according to the valuation of four
persons. The jemn value 'of a good chermy was 75 fanams; palishamadaka,
60 fanams; kanom, from 30 to 50 fanams; and paneyam, as far as 40 fanams;
and the price of a less able chermy, and a chermy girl, was fixed according to what
might be judged by fOur persons. The 'jemn value of a Poola cherman was
40 fanams; polishamada‘ka, 30 fanams; kanom and paneyam, from 15 to 25
fanams ; and the .value,in general, of a less able cherman, and a cherman boy, was
fixed according to what might be judged by four persons. The paltom that a good
Errala or Kanaka cherman yielded was 71,-, 5 or 3 parrahs, and in some deshuns
still less. That of a good Poola chermy was 3 parrahs, and that of a good Poola
cherman, .2 parrahs,; while the pattom of a less able Errala and Kanaka cherman
and cherman boy, a less able chermy and chermy girl, and a less able Errala and
Kanaka chermanand cherman boy, a less able chermy and chermy girl, and a less
able Poola cherman and cherman boy, was; fixed agreeablyto their respective
individual merit. The Errala and-Kanakaehermy are not shbject to be so sepa-
rately sold or given .on pattom., The present jemn value of a cherman of either the.
Eralaor Kanakan tribe, and that of. a Poolavche‘rmy, is¢5o fanams. _ h .

‘ . 6th.—W cn
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6th.——When given on atty pen, the original proprietor forfeits all claims. When
given on palishamadaka, all the children begotten from them belong to the pro‘
prietor ; when given on kanom, the pattom, after deducting interest of kanom, is the
jenmakar’s share; When given on paneyam also, he derives the pattom remaining,
after deducting the interest; when given on verrom pattom, he is entitled to the
whole pattom. .

7th.—-——With the exception of 2 fanams and a piece of cloth, which the cherman’s
master is to give to the cherman on the occasion of his marrying with a chermy
belonging to another proprietor, nothing is given by the cherman to the chermy’s
master, or by the chermy to the cherman’s master. All children born fromthe
aboge persons are to belong to the cherman’s proprietor, and no division whatever is
ma e.
8th.-—No division being made, no document is used.

9th.—.—It is but very seldom when chermakal are given on venom pattom, and
the rate of pattom is fully explained in answer to the question, N' 5. N0 document
is used on the occasion of giving chermakal on pattom.

10th.-—They areemployed in manuring, ploughing, cropping, sowing, and, in
short, in every thing connected with agriculture.

11th.-——Chermakal possessed of property is hardly heard of in this district;
though the may be so possessed, they must work for their master.

12th.— t has never been heard that a cherman had tendered the amount be cost
his master, and that the same had been accepted, and his liberty granted.

13th.—.Formerly, when a cherman was convicted of any fault. or caught, after
having run away, he would be flogged, and put in stocks or irons, and in the latter
state made to work.’ As at present, the sirkar alone can inflict punishment of the
kind, it is not resorted to by the people.

14th.—-.-The practice of purchasing and selling chermakals have existed from time
immemorial.

15th.—T_hose in distress are obliged. to dispose of their ehermakal: and those in
want of such people to carry on their cultivation, purchase them.

16th.——-We are not aware as to the origin of the chermakal, nor whose adiers
they formerly were. They become the adiars of those who purchase them.

(Signed by 15 persons.)
(signed) Kanoo Koorpoo, Acting Tahsiida'r;

N° l7.-—Answer to the Queries relative to the Slaves of‘ the Soil. given by the
Mookeistan of the Paulghat Talook.

Answer to query ist.———Eight,' viz. Eriah Chermakal, Kongalla Chermakal, Ka-
naka Chermakal, Walloowa Chermakal, Mala Chermaka], Para Chermakal, Poola-
waloowa Chermakal, and Poole Chermakal.

2'.—Erlah Chermakal, Kongalla Chermake], Kanaka Chermakei, Walioowa Cher-
makel, Malia Chermakel, and Parra Chermakel, descend by Makatty, and the
Paloowallawa Chermakei and Poole Chermakel by Maroomakatty.‘
3.——Charmakals are transferable on verrom pattom,. paneyam and kanom, and

likewise sold, unaccompanied with the lands to which they may be attached.
4.—When they are given on verrom pattom, a pattom; when on paneyam, a

paneya olla karoonom; when on kanom, an nbeyom pattom olla karoonom; and
when the jenm right is sold, an atti petta olla karoonom is executed.
5.-—A good Erla cherman’s jenm value is 250 fanams; kanom, 200 fanams;

paneyam, 100 fanams; aiess active one’s jenm value is 150 fanams; kanom, 100
fanams; paneyam, 5o fanams. A cherman boy’s jenm value is 100 fanams;
kanom, 60\fanams;'paneyam', 30 fanams. A good chermy’s jenm value is 1'50
fanains; kanom, loofanams; paneyam, 75 fanams. A less able chermy’s jenm
Value is too fanams; kanom 75, and paneyam 5o fanams. - A chermy girl’s jenm
value is‘7o fanam‘s; kanor’n 45, and paneyam 25 fanams.
The value of the Kongala, Kanaka, Valoowa, Malia and Para chermakals, are

in‘ .all fespects the same as that of the Erla charma. A good Poolawaloowa Cher:
make] and Poola chermakel jenm value is 75 fanams; kanom, 5o fanams; and
paneyam; 50. A less active one’sjenm value is also 75 fanams ; kanom, 50 fanams ;'
and paneyam, '50. A cherma boy’s jenm vali1e is 75 fanams; kanom, '50 fanams;

. and paneyam, 3o fanams. A good_chermy’s jenm value is 200 fanalns ; kanom,
loo fanams; and panafiyem, 75 fanams: and a less able chermy's Jenm value
75 fanams ; kanom, 25 fa'nams ; "and paneyam, 25 fanams. A chermy girl’s jenm
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value is 100 fanams; kanom, 75 fanams; and panayem, 50 fanams. It is but ver
rarely that chermakel are given on pattom; when so given, for each kooddy or
pair, 12 fanams pattom are given. At present the price of a kooddy of cherman
may be said to have increased by 50 fanams.
6.—-When the chermars are sold or transferred on kanom, the proprietor derives

no benefit from them ; when given on pattom, he will receive for one cherman 'and
one chermy 12 fanams.

7.-It is customary when a cherman takes a chermy, that the cherman’s master
should give to the chermy’s father and mother 12 fanams, one cocha and three
parrahs 0f paddy; but nothing is to be given to the cherman’s master; no division.
is to be. made of the children born from them.

8.—-It is not practised to make any division or pass any writing.
9.—It is but very seldom that chermars are given on verroom pottam ; when so

given, it is usual to fix the pottom at 1‘2 fanams for a cherman and chermy, and the
document executed on the occasion is called pattom chit.

10.-—They are employed ‘in all work connected with husbandry and fencing, pre-.
paring materials for covering houses, cutting fire-wood, 8m.

1 1.—Although he may he possessed of money, he must work for his master.
1 2.4—It is not customary for a cherman to apply for being free from slavery, and

for the proprietor to grant such a request..
13 -—-Both in former and present times, when charman are convicted of any fault

or ran away, they are flogged, put in the stocks, and confined.
I4.—Formerly the sale and purchase of . chermans was but very rare; since the

levy of the revenue, the practice has progressively increased;
l5.—When the proprietors find themselves in want, they will dispose of their

chermacal, whom those carrying on cultivation will purchase.
16.—To explain these points, a reference to the shastram is necessary, which .We

will make, and communicate the result when a person pays his money and pun,-
chases in jenm right a cherman; the latter becomes the adiar of the person pur-
chasing him. -

(Signed by six persons.)
(signed) Shamoyaen, Tnhsildar.

N“ I8.——Answer t0 Queries relative to the Slaves of the Soil, given by the
Mookiestan of the Temalpooram Talook.

Answer to query lst.——There are ten species of chermakal in this talook; the
wt tribe is Parrayam Kooddamar Nattallore Erralare; 2d. Kongalare; 3d. Ma-
leyar; 4th. Kanakar; 5th. Valloowa Poolcar; 6th. Poolcar; 7th. Parrayer;
8th. Koroombarree; 9th. Kaddare; and, 10th. Weshawar.
2,—The Kanakar, Kongalar, Koodamar Nattalar, Erralar Malcar, Koroombar,

Parreyer, Veshamar, Kaddar, descen'd by Makatay and Waloova, Poolear and
Poolcar descend by Maroomakatty.
3d.—They are separately sold, given on paneyam, ubeyom pattom, veppa and

verrom pattom.
4th.-—Five species of prenamons are used, and they are called pattom chit panes

yolla, ubeyom olla, vepa olla and atty pett olla.
05th.-—-The present jenm value of a good cherman of the tribe called Kooddanmar

Nattalar Erraler is 200 fanams; otty, 200 fanams; konom, from 100 to 175 fanams;
paneyam from 120 to 150 fanams; and pattoms, l4 perrahs of paddy. The jenm value
of a less able cherman is from 1 00 to 150 fanams ; veppa the same; kanom, from 50
to 100 fanams; paneyam, from 60 to 75 fanams; and pattoms, 10-;- parrahs of paddy.
The jenm value of- a good cherman boy is from 50 to 100 fanams; veppa the same;
kahom from 50 to 75 fanams; paneyam, from 30-to 50 fanams; and pottam, 7%
parrahs of ‘paddy. The jenm valueof a less able cherman is from 30 to 5o_fanams ;_
veppa'the same; kanom, from 30 to 40 fanams; paneyom, from 20 to 30.fanams;
and pattom, 3% parrahs. ‘The jenm value of a good chermy is from 100 fanams to‘
150 fanams; veppa the same; kanom, from 75 to 120 fanams; paneyam, from
50 to 75 fanam; and pattom,_ 10 parrahs. The jenm value of a good chermy
girl is from 50 to 75 fanams; veppa the same; kanom, from 30 to 50 fanams;
and paneyam, from 20 to 30 fanams; and pattom, five parrahs of paddy. The
jenm value'of a less able chermy‘is ‘from 50 to 75 fanams,‘ veppa the same; kanom,
paneyam and pattom the same as that of gdod chermy girl. The jenm value of .a
less 'able chermy girl is from 25 to 40 fanams ;, veppa the same; kanom, from 20
to 30 funmns; paneyam, belew '20‘fanams; and pattom, 2% pal‘rahs;~ but much

' depends
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depends upon ther'circumstances of the personsselling 0r transferring their cher-
m’aka-ls. The- several value of the chermakal of the Kongalore. Malayer, Waloowar,_
Kanakar, Karoombar tribes,’ are the same as those enumerated above, with the ex-
ception of cherrnies of the Kamaraka and Keromba tribe, who are not subject to be:
sold; but they are married and taken home by cher‘mans of the same tribe, on which
occasion‘the -cherman’s proprietor presents to the father I 2 fanams and a piece of.
cloth worth threefanams. Of the children born ,from them, the males become the
property‘of the cherman’s proprietor, and the females subject to be married: and
taken'away in the manner just explained.- The- Parrah .cherrnakal, being a, kindvof
free tribe, go of themselves and tender their services to such persons as they please,
and receiving an advance of 10 or 20 fanams, will work for " the personsmaking
such an advance; and when they are desirous of changing their master, they will pro-
cure a new. one, and receiving .from the latter an advance, will pay the former
master, suchsum as may be due to him.- The chermakal of the' Ka‘ddare and
Wmhaware tribe are not sold' or purchased, nor do they come down the ghauts
theyxinhabitant for. the purpose of working for any one. We have learnt, that in
former years the jenm value of a. koody 'of chermakal of either ‘the Kooddomar,
Nallalar, Errala, Kongalar, Malayar, Waloowa Poolcar, Poolcar Kanar and Koor-
roombar, was 75 pattom 7g parrahs of paddy; veppa the same as jemn; kanom
and paneyam below 50 fauams, or 3o‘to 4o fanams; venom pattom 15 parrahs of
paddy, The chermakal of the tribe called Parrah, Kaddar and Weshawa, were not
either sold or given on pattom, nor would they work for any one. The above isthe
difference between the former and present prices.
6.—When given. on jenm and ve'ppa, the original proprietor has no benefit ; when

given on kanom and paneyom,- the- pattom remaining after deducting the 'arté
palisha, is the benefit of the proprietor ; ' when given on 'verrom pattom, the-whole.
pattom goes to the proprietor.

7.-—Neither the .chermy’s master should give any thing to the cherman, nor the
latter’s-master any thing to the chermy'on' the occasion of their marriage ; nor are
the children born from them subject to any division.

8.——No division being in use, no document is passed.
9.—They are given on verrom pattom; a koody would yield 24 parrahs of paddy

annually; the document passed on the occasion is termed pattom chit.
' Io.—They are employed in ploughing the fields, parrambas, cutting wood, plant-
ing, cropping, and in short, in all works connected with agriculture. They are
besides required to watch the fields and granary during the night.

I I.—Chermakals will not he possessed of property, admitting that they are, they
mustwork for their master. V
I2.—The cash he may tender, which is very improbable, for a cherman will

never be possessed of enough of means, will not be accepted, nor his liberty granted.
.1 3.-—-Formerly when a cherman was convicted of any fault, or caught after run-

ning away, he would be flogged and put ‘in stocks for some days, and afterwards
made to work with chains on ;- and the same practice is in existence now.

14.——The practice of selling and purchasing chermakal has existed since the
Malabar country was instituted, or since the cultivation commenced.

~ I 5.———Proprietors of chermakals dispose of their cherm‘akal when they are in want
of cash to pay the revenue, and for other purposes; and those who are' in want 0f
chermakal to carry on‘cultivation, purchase them.

16.——We are not aware of the origin of the chermakal, nor‘whose adiars they

formerly were; as they can be purchased and sold, every one becomes-possessed of
adiars. Si ned' b 13 persons.) - _

( g y (signed) Boqjing Raw, Tahsildar.

N' 19.——From Vemanjery Namboodripad,‘Narepatte Battedry Paad, Manoer’

Namboodry, 'Washakoonata Namboodry, Amayoor Balledripad,‘ Teroo-
mangalate Namboodry, Pattery Shery Nambodry.

To the Zemorin Rajah.

We have perused the letter addressed to your highness by the sahib, Mr. Vaughan,

in which it is requested, that we may be made to give information on the following

points ; viz. relative to the custom existing in the purchase and sale of slaves ; how

they are transferred on pattom, how it was they came to be found in Malabar, and
how was 'it that the Shooders became possessed of Adiars. Accordingly, we beg to

Submit such information as we are possessed'of.
1 25. . lst.—It
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lst.—It is usual to sell, give on otty, kanom and verrom pattom chermakal, both
along and separate from the fields to which they may be attached.

2.-—In Calicut and the places adjoiningit, the pattom of a chennan is from 1% to
3 old gold fanams, and that of a chermy from 1 to 2 fanams. In the Nedinganad
district, and the places towards the west thereof, the pattom of a eherman and
chermy is 2 fanams or 3 parrahs of paddy per year ; and in the places east of that,
the pattom is as far as 5 fanams, or 10 parrahs of paddy, and when given along
with the fields, their rent will be included with that of the land.
3.——No fixed sum can be taken as the rate of kanom; it is, however, always

below otty.
4.—When given on otty, the amount to be received for a cherman must be the

sum that would yield an interest equal to 1 quarter or half or 3 quarters of a fanam ‘
for 10 fanams per annuam; and when the jenm right is to be sold, the amount is
to be fixed by adding to the amount of otty, an additional amount of half that sum,
but much depends upon the circumstances of the proprietors,

5.——-It is customary to give 1 or 2 or 4 fanams to the witnesses who may attest
the deeds at the time of their execution. ' '

6.-——In Calicut and the places about it, the rate of otty may be taken from 20 to
40 fanams, and that of a jenmon from 40 to 60 fanams. In Nedinganaad and to
the east thereof, the rate of otty, or what is there termed palisha maddaka is from
40 to 60 fanams, and that ofjenm from 60 to 100 fanams, and the rates exceed in
Palghaut and the places adjoining that district.
7.—In Calicut and the places adjoining it, the children born from a cherman who

may have contracted a marriage agreeably to the custom, are to be divided in pro-
portion of one half to the cherman’s master, and the other half to that of the chermy,
but in some places only twoofifths go to the cherman’s master. This practice does
not however exist in the other districts.

8.—-Of the children born from Chermakal of certain tribes, the males only become
the property of the cherman’s master, while the females are at liberty to follow such
chermars as may wish to marry them. '
9.—By the shaster it would seem, that the slaves are the fruits of criminal con-

nection between Shooders and Brahminy women.
lo.—-—If Shooders have also been possessed of slaves, it is because they have been

able to purchase them.

Dated 30th Mithoonom 994.

(Signed by the Brahmins above-mentioned.)

(True translation.) (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector.

N" 20.—Ext1iact from Major Walker’s Report on the Tenures of Malabar.
Cheramers.——-The Cheramers, although slaves of the' soil, and the property of the

owners of the land, are distinct from the jemn, and may he possessed or sold
separately from it. ,

This caste are said to have been reduced to slavery in the following manner :—-
The Brahmins, when Parasharem divided amongst them the lands, represented to

him, that without assistance, they must remain uncultivated; accordingly Parra-
sharem went in search of the wild people, who, at that time, inhabited the jungles,
collected them, and presented them to the Brahmins. They were thenceforwar‘d
considered as jenm, and continue to this day to cultivate the lands in Malabar.

The chermars are absolute property ; they are part of the live stock on an estate.
In selling and buying land it is not necessary that they should follow the soil; both
kinds of property are equally disposable, and may fall into different hands. The
chermars may be sold, leased and mortgaged, like the land' itself, or like any cattle
or thing. The feumokar may hire them for pattom or rent independently of this
jenm land, or he may sell them altogether with his estate. The pattnm on a chermar
is four fanams a year; if they are diSposed of on otty, their price is 32 fanams ; if
on the attipit 018. or jenmon, 48 fanams. _
The jenmokar, by the ancient laws of Malabar, is accountable to no person for

the life of his own chermar, but is the legal judge of his offences, and may punish
them by death, if they should appear to deserve it.
The kolloonaven can neither put to death a chermar nor sell him, but he may

chastise him.
In the same manner as the soil, the possessidn of chermars was originally confined

to a particular class. They were then employed entirely in the labours of agri-
culture;
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culture; but although theywere the first and sole cultivators in Malabar, it is not F0“ St- Gems?
to be imagined that this is the case at present, ’since there are many kuddians of all Smtfagegfave
castes, who cultivate their own lands. in cgmpany'?

Territorial. -

N° 21.——Extract from the Files of the Zillah Court, South Malabar, being NumbersW
of Suits instituted on the subject of Slaves.

 

N'0f1812. N" of1813. N°of1814. N‘of1815. N°of1816.

1 129 5 249 , 59
15 375 27 260 246

44 428 72 296 374
7! 514 87 462. 375

188 537 271 674 700_

190 540 273 1067 877‘
191 543 284 1071 907

244 544 294 1072 952
295 570 3'2 l145 955
298 625 411 1242 956
330 646 420 .1246 1012
334 663 488 1306 1060
339 667 518 1316 1089
352 668 611 1324 1117
365 686 621 1536 1227
-456 834 622 1537 1301
461 . 851 666 1565 1315
607 922 686 1566 1349
738 961 722 1591 1376
755 1231 .786 1642 1464
'764, 1243 816 1669 1468

1244‘ 881 1679 1515

I246 909 1 732 1349
I254 933 1758. 1376.
1278 1035 1807 1464

1046 1822 1468
1128 1835 1515
1143 1882 1613
1150 1884 1615
1156 1913 1728
1161 2050 1755
1317 2060 1756
1325 2094 1894 ‘
1329 2100 31990
1349 2103 2019
1354 2106 2020
1387 - 2119 2021
1403 2115 2029
1527 2157 2100
1547 2188 2113
1661 .2320 2120
1737 2326 2142
I750 2353 2'93
I854 2355
I976 2365
2007 2379
2408

2449
2473
2517
2690

(True extract.) . (signed) 1,. Vaughan, Collector.

Ordered, to lie over until the replies required from the other collectors on this
subject, have been reCeived.

125.
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Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
9th August 1819.

Read the following letters from the Collector in the Zillah 0f Chingleput:

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George.

Gentlemeh :—In reply to your secretary’s letter of 3lst May, and with reference
to that part of your Board’s minute of 5th January 1 818, therein mentioned, I beg
leave to subjoin my report upon the mode of conducting the cultivation in this dis-
trict, and the situations of the cultivators in general.
2.—The villages of this district may be classed of two descriptions; viz. Agra-

harum and Manavado.
3.-—The merassy of the former for most part pertains to Bramins, though a small

portion. denominated Nuttum, is often possessed by Soodras.
4.——The Bramins, who are not in the habits of labour, generally retain a portion

of their merassy lands, under their own superint‘ehdence, which they cultivate by
means of labourers, with whom they enter into engagements mostly for a share of
the produce, and in some cases they are reimbursed with what is denominated padi,
which is chiefly paid in grain, with a small sum in ready money, and a few trifling
allowances‘made them during particular festivals.

5.—-These allowances (padi) are without reference to the extent of the produce,
but are what the labourer is entitled to, whether the season prove advantageous or
otherwise.

6.——This description of labourers are mostly resident in the'village or its vicinity,
and generally enter into the service of the merassadars for a certain period, when
they obtain from their masters advances for building their houses, or for the exigencies
of their families, and these place them almost in a situation of vassalage, as they
cannot quit the service in which they have engaged, until all such advances have
been repaid, nor will any one of that village accept of their services, until their
balances, are discharged.

7.—Wh'en the merassadars have reserved to themselves such portion of their lands
as they are thus enabled to cultivate, they give the remainder to the sookavasies of
their own or neighbouring villages, reserving to themselves their manium, &c.,
merassy privileges, and receiving from the sookavasies the toendawarum as an
acknowledgment of their proprietary right, with coopatam, &c. for village charges.
The sookavasies continue in the occupation of these lands, while they make good
their agreements to the merassidars, but have no authority to transfer them ; and in
the event of their relinquishing the cultivation of the whole or any part of them.
that reverts at once to the disposal of the merassidars, who can give the lands to
whoever they please, without a reference to the former occupant.

8.—There are instances where these merassidars in lieu of giving batta to their
cultivators, enter into anykirid of contract with them, putting them in possession
of their ploughs, seeds, &c. and to reimburse them for their labour, give them one-third
of their coedewarun ; this is an incitement to their exertions in carrying on the cultiva-
tion, and is mostly practised by Bramins, who do not cultivate themselves, and who

‘ never possess adamis or slaves.
g.—-—The cultivation in the manavadoo or soodras villages is more generally re-

tained by the merassidars, who are themselves cultivators. They carry it on partly
by their own labour, partly by the hire of cultivators, whom they reimburse either by
adistinct share of the coodewarum, or allow them padi, which comprizes porcullum,
calawsum, alunda-audy, &c., the rates of which are according to the custom that has
plrevailed in the village, and' partly they cultivate by means of their adami or
s aves.

10 —This latter description were formerly only possessed by vellairs, but subse-
quently both by reddys, comavars and other soodras.
11.—This vassalage still exists in 'some degree in this district; it may, therefore

be acceptable to demonstrate the system under which it is carried on ; which
I shall endeavour to do as far as my own observation, and the information I. can
obtain, willadmit.

I 2.——The pariahs of this district. denominated adami (the Tamul name for a slave)
‘ have long been in vassalage to the vullairs, and they have subsequently. been pos-
sessed by reddys," comavars and other description of soodras’, but are never owned
by Bramins. '

1 3.~The
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13.--Tlle mode'of obtaining these adami is by their own disposal of themselves,
either for a sum of money or upon some other agreement, in consideration of which

they pledge themselves to service, and are at the disposal of the purchasers. either
for re-sale, mortgage or gift, and whenever transferred, are even considered as slaves,

and compelled to labour upon receiving subsistence and raiment, provided such
labour be not of a "nature derogatory to religious prejudices. These persons are
not in any way attached to the land, but are the property of the individual, and may

by him be called away for cultivation-in other parts, or for other duties which may
be assigned him.‘

14.'——In thus submitting himself to vassalage, he involves for ever his posterity,
but the claim to his children does not always rest with his immediaterproprietor.

|5.—In the event of his marrying with one of the females belonging to his master,

the ,children all become his property ; but should he marry with a female slave of
another person, the children of such marriage mostly become the property of the
proprietor of the female, though in some villages the custom'is otherwise; and in

the event of ‘ a female slave having children previous to her marriage, their disposal

depends upon the custom of the village, as they sometimes become the property of
her’master, and are sometimes made over with herself to her husband upon their
marriage.

16.—'lhose employed in the cultivation of the lands, and to which ‘.this report
principally refers, have for the most part their allowances regularly rendered to them,
so much grain being granted to each labourer, and a proportionate subsistence for

each of his children or others of the family ; the are housed and clothed, and during

the principal festivals; certain other allowances are made them, both in money and

articles requisite fOr their ceremonies ; their marriagesare also performed at the
charge of their masters, and when reduced by infirmity, they are also supported by
their preprietors.-

17.—-—'l‘he cbndition of this description of people, composing the chief part of the
pariahs of the district, has of late years considerably changed. This may, in a great
measure, arise from 'the' vicinity of 'their‘sitnation t0 Madras, where this system is
known to be abrogated; many of them there obtain employment, and their pro-

‘prieto‘rs would find it difficult to reclaim them; and the regulations have so far cir-

cumscribed 'the authority formerly eXercised by the proprietors over this description

of their servants, that they cannot keep them un’dercontroul as heretofore, when the
power was vested in them of inflicting very severe cdrporal'punishment, or confining

them for'neglect of the" duties assigned them; and I learn, that in former times the

discipline exercised by the prOprietors over their slaves was of a very severe descrip-

tion. The proprietors now finding themselves incapable of employing their services,

or rather to control them as arbitrarily as heretOtore, complain less of the less of

this description of property. .

18.—-‘—'l‘hey adami or slaves are also possessed by many of the villair, &c. who are

sooka'vasies, and' who have long established themselves in the cultivationin par-

ticular Villages; but their situation in such cases are is similar to those in the service

of other soodras. ‘
19.41 have‘made a particular inquiry relative to the claims said to be admitted

to the pariahs and pullers, as noticed in the 14th paragraph of your Board’s minute,

but cannot find that any allowances are in this district accorded to them, except

poorcullum, calavasem, and almidasy. I believe there are some instances where

merassy has been claimedby reddys; or other .sookavasies, upon the plea of long

occupation, and in which they continue undisturbed. .

20.—'l‘he sale of adami has been, I believe, of late- years discontinued, or of

Very rare occurrence, and in these parts no attachment of such 'property has, I fancy,

ever' been made on account of the dues to government. . ‘

21,—This system of Vassalage, it is then manifested, has long' since existeduin

these parts ;' the object, however, appears rather the restriction of arbitrary measures

t0wards this description of persons, and an amelioration of their situation,whil_e no

period 'of. emancipation is defined ; such must be impracticable, if the proprietor

can under former usage at any time reclaim them ; some enactment upon this sub-

ject would therefore seem best calculated to remove. this primary thfiiculty, and the

unnatural pledge of their posterity is one which demands..the first Interference.

'22.—-—Th‘e practice of entering into engagements With the. merassrdars .only,

should also be removed, and every cultivator be permitted to make agreements. ‘for

the tax,“ payable upon his land ; at present the muchilkas for cultivation are. taken

, 125. 01‘
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for the most part from the merassidars, who often possess no interest in it beyond
their toondawarum, and have neither a plough nor a bullock belonging to them, yet
it has occurred within my own observation, that the sookavassies, who had been
for years in the practice of carrying on the cultivation, yet when a balance existed
upon the merassidars. which rendered it unadvisable to make them advances, the
sookavasies declined to accept the tuccavi, or enter into engagements with the sircar
for the cultivation without the sanction of the merassidars.

23.—After the able reports, already before your Board, upon the. subject of
merasie or inheritance, any remark from me may be superfluous.

~24.-In this district many occupiers of these tenures do not hold them by right
of inheritance, but upon cowle, granted on the secession of the proper owner. In
these cowles the purposes and conditions upon which they were granted are clearly
defined, viz.; to carry on the cultivation of the village, on which account they are
put in possession of all grama, mannium, coopatums, and other merasie privileges,
If these then are the terms on which such privileges are to be occupied, surely the
right of enjoying them ceases, when the parties neglect to cultivate themselves, or
to provide for the cultivation of the varaput iands; the resumption of such privileges
is even sanctioned in the reply of the late Mr. F. W. Ellis, to the 3d question upon
merasie, though he thinks it should not be resorted to, except in cases of extreme
contumacy,

25.—If, aS‘I presume, these privileges have been granted to establish in their
proprietors an interest in the village, and thereby to induce them,» from the advantage
they possess, to carry on the full cultivation of the varaput lands, and ensure the
realization of the revenues of the state, their neglecting the whole or any part of
the cultivation should incur the penalty of forfeiture, at the least temporarily of the
whole, or a portion of thoseimmunities which had been accorded to them for that
purpose; at present it is not uncommon for merassidars to enter into engagements
for cultivation beyond their means, rather than admit strangers into their lands;
because if they cannot procure pyacarries to cultivate upon their terms, they would
prefer the lands laying waste, and often throw obstacles in the way of pycarries,
who have been procured by the sirkar servants to cultivate. The loss of the me-
rassidars is merely their toon awarum and coopatum, which vary according to the
custom of the village, but the loss to the state is very serious ; yet the merassidar
continues in the full enjoyment of the produce of his mannium lands, which from
the superior attention paid to their cultivation, generally produce 50 per cent, and
sometimes more than that, above the varaput lands of the village. Here then they
continue in the full enjoyment of their allowances, although they have abandoned
.the obiigation for which they were granted, not heeding the loss of toondawarum
in the neglected lands, whereas this failure of cultivation, causing the loss of their
privileges, creates a very considerable diminution of the public revenue.
26.-Many proprietors of merassie right in this district, either by purchase or

inheritance, are opulent inhabitants of Madras, or in the occupation of situations of
emolument there; these pay little or no attention to the cultivation of the caraput
lands, butgenerally have their resident gomostahs to look after their interests in the
village privileges, though they in no way conduce t0 the cultivation beyond that of
the grama mannium land.

27.——-If engagements were entered into with each cultivator for the land he holds,
instead, as at present, of including these in the general arrangement made with the
merassidars for the rent of a village, it would at least relieve them from the undue
authority which is frequently exercised over them, and make them somewhat more
independent. I am not desirous that the merassidars should be deprived of such
lands as they are willing to cultivate, and even their emoluments of toondawarum,
if conidered requisite, might be rendered them; but in order to improve the situa-
tion in which the pyacany cultivator stands, he should be removed from the
authority of the merassidar, so far as to be put firmly in possession of the lands for
which he has engaged, after the merassidar has declined them; and any allowance
to which itmay be considered that the latter is entitled, should be rendered to him
through the servants of government, to prevent any undue interference on his
part; from his having declined to cultivate the lands, this is assuredly the utmost
to which hecould urge claim.

28.—-—The removal of this system of vassalage prevalent in this district, from the
nature of theengagements of the parties or their progenitors, if ultimately deemed
expedient, (of which I entertain no doubt), must be yet distant in cli'cct; but I think

. that
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that some relief may be afforded to the industrious sookavasies, who would exert
their energies, 1f secured in the possession of the lands they cultivate, and if
they be all permitted to enter directly into arrangements with the public authorities.

(signed) I'V. Cooke, Collector.
Circuit Cutchery, 315t July 1819.

Ordered to lie on the table, until the replies required from the other collectors
on the subject have been received.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
20th September 1819.

Read the following letter from the collector in the southern division of Arcot.

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue.

Gentlemen:—The delay that has attended this reply to the reference of your
secretary, under date the 31 st May last, proceeds from my only having recently
received information on several points, from the various tehseeldars of the district
connected with the privileges and treatment of slaves. '

2.——The slaves in this collectorate are mostly of the pulley and pariar castes,
and the majority of them are chiefly devoted to the pursuits of agriculture.
3.—The number of slaves of both sexes, including children, amounts to upwards

of 1 7,000 in this district, and they appear to have been generally born in a state of
servitude, through some contract of their forefathers, The Hindoo code of laws,
religious and civil, seems however, to declare, that the Sudra tribe are naturally
born in a state of servitude; and although some of the superior of the sub-divisions
of that tribe in modern days have emancipated themselves from this degrading thral-
dom, yet the lower castes are always looked upon as natural slaves, the property of

' any person who contributes to defray their marriage expenses, which is the ordinary
way at present. of constituting hereditary slavery,

4.—-Previously to the assumption of the Carnatic, the owners of slaves were ems
powered to punish them either by castigation or confinement, for any misdemeanor or
fault at their discretion, but that power subsequently to the British administration
has ceased to be exercised,

5.——The possessions and the acquisitions of slaves are generally considered to be
the property of their masters, who, however, usually relinquish them to the family
of the slave.

6.—Slaves cannot enter into any matrimonial connection without the conSent of
their owners, who, as they defray the expenses of their marriage, virtually revive
the contract of hereditary bondage, for the offspring of slaves are always regarded
as the property of their father’s owner.
7.—It is stated, that the slaves of this district can be sold by their owners to any

person, and to an alien village, and that no slaves are attached to any particular
soil or village; but I am induced to believe, that such'a practice is at variance
with the rights annexed to the state of real bondage; for in some meerassie villages,
it is known that the meerassidars have advanced pretensions to possess an equal
proportion of the slaves with their share of the' villages, and I also believe, that
such'practice is hardly ever resorted to. The price of a male slave and family, when
sold by their owner to another person, varies considerably, and ranges from 10 to
50 pagodas.
8.—The owners of slaves are required to provide them with food and clothing, to

defray their wedding expenses, and to assist them on the births of children, and in
their funeral charges. The food differs ac'c0rding to the opulence of the owner,
but is always sufficient for subsistence, or the owner permits the slave toserve else-
Where, ’during his poverty. The clothing is very scanty, except when the slaves
are chiefly employed for domestic purposes ; and I cannot discover that the apparel
is designedly calculated to pourtray the class of the wearers.

. 9.—The duties of slaves are to attend the cattle and agriculture, and to
assist in domestic services, connected with the house or person of their owners.

lo.-—-It does not appear that? enfranchisement of slaves ever takes place.
Yet as some owners have been reduced to indigence, and‘are unable to employ or
'subsist their hereditary slaves, these persons. are ostensibly free, and labour for any
person who will employthem. Cases of emancipation occur- in the "extinction of
the owners families, and from this description of soo‘dras, who still sacrifice their

1 25. liberties,
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liberties, modern slaves are contituted, for they are mostly very needy, and consent
to perpetual and hereditary bondage for about 21.) or 30 pagodas, which a cultivator
advances for the celebration of a marriage ceremony. In no instance, I believe,_ do
engagements exist where a labourer discharges such a loan by his manual labour.

11.——Numerous examples occurred in former times, I believe, of Mahomc-
dans purchasing Hindoos as domestic slaves, whom they circumcised and converted
to their religion ; but I am informed these cases are rare now. Bramins and other
superior classes purchase soodras also for domestic purposes, and the persons so
purchased are constituted hereditary slaves. The class of dancing girls are also in
the habit of purchasing young girls, chiefly from the lcykulla or weaver caste, for
the purpose of educating in their profession, and the children of those girls, if females,
continue to form a portion of the company to which their mother was attached.

r2.—The foregoing are the chief particulars of the information I have been
able to collect upon the subject of slavery, as it obtains in this district, to which may
be added, that owners of slaves are bound 'to protect them in sickness and old age;
and although the state of servitude is ever repugnant to nature and humanity, yet

I do_not hesitate to express my opinion, that the state of bondage, as it prevails in
India, is free from many objections that exist against therWest Indian slavery, for
here the convention is mutual, the slaves enjoy the purchase money, and are not
compelled by oppressive power to become bondsmen in a foreign land, and as
their contracts proceed from themselves, the odium annexed to the despotic mode of
constituting slavery in Africa'is obviated. ‘

13.——As under. paragraphs 15 & 16 of your Board’s minute, dated the
5th January 1818, a gradual removal of ' the restrictions upon the freedom of the
labourer is contemplated, I take the liberty of suggesting, that every labourer who
is now free, .shall be declared exempt from all possibility of slavery hereafter,
denouncing penalties against every person who may attempt to enslave any subject
under our g0vernment. Rules calculated to abolish the general abuse of slavery,
to provide for slaves in sickness and old age, to confine the transfer of slaves .to the
village of their nativity, and to interdict all corporal punishment or imprisonment,
would prove an alleviation of the miseries inseparable from ‘bondage. As the
continuation, or I may call it, the revival of slavery, is dependent upon the
assistance owners contribute to the propagation of slaves, by advancing money for
the expenses of marriages, perhaps a rule might be enacted, prohibiting the enslaving
of unborn children hereafter, by such a convention between the owners and their
existing slaves.

(signed) C. Hyde, Collector.

Verdachellum Circuit Cutcherry, .1 2th September 1 819.

Ordered to lie on the table, until the. replies required from the other collectors
have been received on the subject.

Extract, Proceedings of" the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George;
8th November 1819.

Read the following letter from the Collector in Madura and Dindigul, to the
President and Members of the Board of Revenue.

Gentlemen :-—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your secretary's
letter ,. of the 3lst May last, forwarding an extract from the {proceedings of the
Foujdarry Adawlut to.Government, relative to slavery, and directing me‘to report
its present state in districts under my charge.

2.-—-Neither in Dindigul nor Madura, can the custom of slavery, I believe,
he considered so general as in the neighbouring districts. ‘ In many villages, during
the nabob’s government, it didexist, inmanyi not; andthe following appears to
have been the practice then observed.
3.—When a pullar ,or pariah was unable to gain a livelihood, he was

accustomed to offer himself or his relatives as slaves to the cultivating inhabitants,
for a sumaof- money, varying from one to tencully-chuckrees, when a bond of slavery
was drawn outand signed. If they married, their children were considered the
property of the owners, and theywere-employed in the cultivation of land, and were
maintained by- the owners, who frequently for their services would grant them a
solundrom, ,or. allowance in ’grainyinaddition to otherallowances. If the proprietor
of land. was obliged to disposeof the. whole: of . his land; he still retained possession
of his slaves, and disposedof them as be pleased, they not being considered attached

to
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to the land thus sold. If an owner was unable to maintain his slave, he could let
him out to others, by which means he frequently derived a maintenance both for
himself endslave, but the slave was obliged to return to his master whenever he
required him, who Could mortgage or sell him at pleasure. Since the assumption
of the country, some slaves have continued with their masters, others have left
them, and have even enlisted as sepoys. I cannot discover that any pullar has
sold himself as a slave of late years; indeed slavery altogether seems gradually
disappearing, which may be attributed to theknowledge that it 'is not encouraged
in the different courts ofjustice; Some pullarsv cultivate their own lands, and have
their own puttiams; those who cultivate the lands of others, and who are not slaves,
receive a regulated hire.

(signed) R. Peter, Collector.
Madura, 27th October 18l9.

Orderd to lie on the table until the replies required from the other collectors on
the subject have been received.

Further Proceedings relative to Slavery; including Reports of the Collectors of
Revenue on the Malabar and Coromandel coasts, on the nature and extent of
the Slavery or Bond Service, which exists in their several collectorates ;
1819-1820.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
23d December 1819.

Sent the following Letter to the Collector in Malabar.

Sir :—I am directed by the president and members of the Board of Revenue, to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 20th July last.

2.-—-The Board’s proceedings on the general subject of slavery have been laid
before the government, whose final orders will hereafter be communicated to you ;
but in the mean time, I am directed to desire, that the practice of selling slaves for
arrears of revenue, may be immediately discontinued.

(signed) A. D. Campbell, Secretary.

Fort St. George, 23d December 1819.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
27th December 1819.

Read a letter from the Acting Collector in the Northern Division of Arcot.

To the President and Members of the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George.

Gentlemen :——With reference to your Deputy Secretary’s letter of the 3lst May
last, I have the honour to lay before your Board such information as I have been
able to collect on the subject of slavery.

2.——The slaves in'the district are not numerous; the statement (A.) which ac-
companies this, exhibits a total of 688, inclusive of men, women and children, and
the practice of keeping them may be said to be confined to the five talooks of Arcot,
Trevultoor, Cauvareeput, Poloor and Suttawaid ; for in Sholungar and WuudaWash,
the only two other talooks, in which, according to the same statement, slavery pre-
vails, their numbers are very small indeed.

3.——They are ostensibly employed in agriculture, and the pasturing of cattle,
though they may occasionally do house work, and the persons in "whose service they
are principally engaged are of the Rajah, Brahmin and Vellumwar castes, to which
circumstance may perhaps be traced the practice of slavery in the above-mentioned
talooks, where most of the head inhabitants and renters are of one or other of thOSe
castes.

4.—-—The slaves, though universally I believe pariahs, cannot be said to be of any
particular caste; and in this point of view, there appears to me to be an essential
difference between the nature of the slavery in this part of the country and that on
the Malabar coast; there, if I am not greatly mistaken, they form a distinct, unhappy

, and degraded race of people, who are slaves from their birth, and to whose labour
and services, their countrymen of the higher and more fortunate castes, consider
themselves to have an undoubted right; here they are usually the children of such
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as have been reduced to the lowest misery, or individuals, who from the same cause,
have been compelled to resign their own liberty into the hands of one who is able
and willing to support them, or they are those, who, deeply immersed in debt, have
no other alternative than that of mortgaging themselves to their creditors, or to any
one who chuses to advance money on such security} but in all these instances, the
slavery is perpetual, and the people who are subjected thereto, cart only be redeemed
by the‘ charity of individuals, or may occasionally owe their liberty to the com-
passionate disposition of their masters. . K

5.-——It will, however, be necessary to add, that children born when their parents
are in a state of slavery, becOme slaves also, and as regards, therefore, what I have
mentioned above, I would beg to be understood, as speaking generally, of the
manner in which slavery or the required number of slaves is kept up; there are, it
is true, instances of people having been slaves from their birth, but they are very few
indeed; and in proof of this, it may be mentioned, that it does not appear to be
accurately settled to whom the child of a slave belongs; in one talook, it was said
to the master of the male, in another, to the master of the female slave; the question,
perhaps, has never been agitated; for the people who keep slaves, most likely find it
cheaper to buy than to rear them, and the ofi'spring, when left to their parents charge,
who have barely sufficient to support themselves, die of absolute want.

6.——They have not any particular marks whereby they may be distinguished,
except it is their wretched appearance; they are fed and clothed and subsisted
entirely by their masters; their food consists of raggy, the coarsest kind of grain,
and their clothing is a common cumly.

7.——I cannot discover, though I was very particular in my inquiries on the point,
that they have any rights or privileges, and they are not possessed of any property,
neither can they inherit any.

8.—The power of the masters over their slaves, is unlimited, except of course
where the law intervenes to prevent cruelty and murder; they may appropriate to
them whatever work they please; they may punish them, and sell them; and can
compel them to accompany them whithersoever they may go ; but they are always
regarded as the private servants of an individual, and not as the slaves of the soil;
and it is of course, the mere natural consequence of this, that I have the pleasing
satisfaction of being enabled to state to your Board, that throughout the whole of
this Zillah, there is not an instance of a single slave having been sold, either for an
arrear of revenue, or for a decree of the court; besides which, I may add, so littledo
the masters of the slaves take advantage of the power that they are invested with,
of selling them, that it was with the greatest difficulty I could discover what, in the
event of his being sold, was the price of a slave; the answer from more than one
of the talooks was, that they did not know, or could not find out ; I have, however,
at length ascertained that the average maximum price is 20 pagodas.

9,—C0nsidering that any particular forms Which might be observed in the
buying and selling of slaves, as well as other particulars, would be best exhibited
by documents, I called for the originals, or copies of any that could be roduced,
but have been able to obtain only one of an old date, a translate (B.) 0 which is
hereto annexed. It is a slavery-bond, transmitted from the Sholungur talook, and
merely shows what dreadful distress a mother must be reduced to, who, for two
pagodas one rupee and nine fanams, or not quite one English guinea, could con-
sign her two children to the horrors of slavery.
10,—To what is here stated, I have only to add, that it is the most general

opinion, that no change has taken place in the state and condition, or the number
of the slaves, since these countries came under the English government.

11.—-—I regret that this information, scanty as it is, should not have been fur-
nished sooner to your Board; but I must add, in explanation of the involuntary
delay that has taken place, that it was not until the 18th instant that I obtained
final answers from all the tahsildars to a certain number of questions that I circu-
lated to them immediately on my taking charge of this collectorate.

(signed) J. Hutt, Acting Collector.
Circuit, Cutcherry, 23d Dec. 1819.
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(A.)-GENERAL STATEMENT of the Number of the NIALE and FEMALE SLAVES in Northern

Division of Arcat.

 

 

 

 

    
 

Employed in Cultivation.

Names of the Talooks.

Male. Female. Total.

Chittoor __ __ __

Tirputty .——. _ __.
Cavarypauk - - - - - — 37 1 8 55
Strolungur - - - - - - 9 1 10
Tirvullam. __ _ __

Sautgud. _ _ .—
Cuddapanuttum and Venkutgherry Cottah. -— —. __
Arcot - - - - - - - 39 25 64
Veilore. ._ _ __
Tirvuttoor - - ~ - - - - 93 64 1 57
Poloor - - - - - - - I 79 —- 1 79
Wundwash - - - - - - l 3 4
Suttavaid - - - - - - -. 131 88 2 19
Bungauree. -_ ... _
Mograul. ._ _ __

- 489 1 99 688
Congoondy - - - - . - .. .. __

Total — - 489 199 688

(signed) J. Hutt, Actg Collector.

 

(89
Translation of a Slavery Bond, in the possession of Pumaul Reddy.

In the year of Saulivahahunen 1727, or of Culleyorgum 4,906, under the stars
Pooruttauthe, on Wednesday at the commencement of the full moon, 25th Audee
or July in the year Crothuna or 1806, Fusly 1 216.

This slavery bond was given by 'Mullee, daughter of Ballen, a toty of Yerromby
village, to Tucca Reddy, son of Kauluttee Reddy, a resident of Shoiunghur.
Having sold my two sons, namely, Perreya Ponnen and Chinna Ponnen, for the

sum of two pagodas one rupee and nine fanams, which said sum I acknowledge to
have received from you; the said two sons are bound asslaves to you from gene-
ration to generation. In case my two sons may hereafter abscond, I shall always
be ready to appear before you' in their stead.

Signatures of the witnesses.

(signed) The marks of Mullee. Tummnmn. Mokayogar, Toty.
Moortee, d'. Yemmun, d.‘. Mosaklzan. Police
Dufadan. Puddavatan Sullin.

(A true transiate.) (signed) J. IIutt, Acting Collector.

Ordered to lie over until after the present dispatch.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, at Fort St. George,
‘ 3d January 1820.

Read the following letter:

T0 the President and Members of the Board of Revenue,
Fort St. George.

Gentlemenz—I have the 'honour of submitting to your Board certain papers,
which may 'be considered to be not very remotely connected with. the subjectof
your Board’s letter of the 3lst May last, regarding the sale of chermas, or Slaves of
the soil, for arrears of revenue, and as affording an instance of gratuitous inter-

' ferenCe in the management of the' revenue administration, which, in my opinion,
demands the pointed attention of the Board; an interference in a subject which the

' 12 r. , court

Fort St. George
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company's
Territories.
RH

Malabar.



Fort St. George
Papers

State of. Slavery
in Company's
Territories.
w

876 SLAVERY IN INDIA: CORRESPONDENCE quOU-RT

court of Sudder Adawlut has disclaimed on their part, as being the province of
government alone to decide upon.

2.—-As a distinct occurrence, there is little to attract notice, as it appears, on the
first blush of the business, a simple attempt on the part of the revenue defaulter to
dispose of his chermars to the best advantage, to enable him to pay his arrears of
revenue; but, when circumstances are combined, to me there appears much more
than meets the eye. _

3.—-The owners of the chermars state, that the chermars were in a manner sold
to the parbutty; and this is corroborated by the deed of sale, drawn out in the name
of the latter; and although the usual form had not been gone through, so as to
complete it, and constitute it a valid sale, the parbutty had given a promissory
note to give the inhabitant credit for a certain sum-in his revenue accounts, as soon
as the sale was completed.

4.——The owner of the chermars allows, that he had been offered within two
rupees of the sum he wanted for the chermars, with the exception of a. distant possi-
bility of getting four old fanams, or one rupee more; yet these chermars are sent,
on a distant journey, at an additional expense of two dependants of'the parbutty,
whose wants must, of course, be supplied at his, the parbutty’s, expense ;_ to which
must be added, the further expense of feeding the chermars also; and it was not in
the nature of probabilities that the sum of three rupees could do more than cover
this, even if it did so much.
5.—The third judge submits to the provincial court, as an undoubted fact, the

circumstance of the chermars having been offered for sale. Govindara, when
questioned first by the head assistant, Mr. Holland, states, that he took the cher-
mars direct to a place in the vicinity of one Cannen’s (the zillah court seristadar)
house, where he was fed, and sent direct to the third judge; and this is, no doubt,
the information on which the third judge pronounces “ the undoubted fact” to have
occurred; but what induced the man Govindar to take the chermars t0 the house
he did, is still a secret, which can only be solved by reverting to and analyzing facts
connected with the subject of slavery in Malabar, already before government.
6.— It would, in my opinion, require no small degree of casuistry to reconcile the

conduct of the parbntty, his followers, and the owners of the chermars, with the
rules of common sense, if their views were supposed to be confined simply to the
disposal of the chermars on the most favourable terms. The inference therefore
seems not an unlikely one, that from the known opinions of the third judge on this
point, and indeed on the revenue system in general, that the parties concerned ex-
pected to derive some benefit, although they might have had but a confused notion
of what it might be; the owner probably expected to obtain by' means with which
he was not acquainted, a remission of the revenue; for the payment of which, dis-
tress apparently drove him to traffic in human flesh.

7.-—Such an inference would seem to be almost conclusively borne out by the
evidence that appears developed in the accompanying examinations which have
been taken in the case by Mr. Holland and myself, otherwise,- why should not the
informant have reported to his own immediate superior, the zillah judge; or‘in the
event of his having cOnsidered it a subject which the zillah judge could not in the
first instance take cognizance of, it would have been more regular and natural to
have reported it to the assistant magistrate or judge of sessions (acting judge Mr.
Wilson) than to a judge at that time not sitting on any circuit business.
8.—The distress of every native is astrite, for I can find no word in English

which comes up to my ideas of the expression artfully and craftily attributed‘to
being over assessed; no allowances are made for waste, extravagance, vice and
dissolutene'ss ;, and were a man to expend loo rupees in an idle feast or pageantry,
and declare his inability to pay his 10 rupees revenue, all would be attributed to
over-assessment. .

.Qc-While such benignfeelings arearoused in favour of a revenue defaulter,
whose distresses, arising from whatever cause, drive him to. the sale of his slaves for
the discharge of his arrears; under what pretext of imperative duty could asimilar
interference be extended to oppose the sale, private or public, of a similar descrip-
tion of property in satisfaction or execution of a decree of court at the suit of a re-
lentless creditor; under what existing code or regulation could the provincial court
of appeals interfere'its authority on such an occasion? If the answer be, that their
control, under "the existin ' customs of the country, which the legislature has left
uninvaded or. unencroa'che upon, could not be legal! exercised, I trust, that it
becomes me in justice to myself and to the board otyrevenue, to protest against

having
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having such extraneous and forced obstacles thrown in my way, to contend FortSt. George
against in my‘collection of the revenues, as have been experienced by me on the P3131“

‘ ‘ ’ ~ ' ' ' State 0 everyoccaston which has called forth this appeal, gentlemen, to your authority. in Company's
10,—Few men of liberal education are insensible of the barbarity of traflickihg in Territories.

slaves; but if we let our ideas of humanity run blindly away with our senses, weW—d
may be guilty of greater acts of injustice and oppression than justice and humanity ;
and whatever my own private feelings may be, I consider it my duty, both'as col-
lector and magistrate, to support and protect natives in the legal discharge of their
ordinary and domestic legal duties and functions, however inconsistent with my own
nicer feelings of humanity, leaving it to the legislature to enact such regulations for
the protection of humanity, as in its wisdom it may seem fit; and once more to re-
vert to slavery in the West Indies, I am much mistaken if our enlightened authority
at home has not passed an Act legalizing the transfer of slaves in the West Indies
from isle to isle.

Calicut, Dec. 25, 1819. (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector.

(A.}—Magistrate and Collector in Malabar.

Sir :—-I have the honour of forwarding for your information, copies of a precept
directed to me' by the court of circuit, and of its accompaniments.

(siged) T. Holland, Acting Head Assistant Collector.

Tellicherry, 12th Nov. 1819.

Provincial Court of Circuit, Westeru Division, to the Acting Head Assistant
Collector and Magistrate, in the Zillah, North Malabar.

Pursuant to an order of this court, you will herewith receive an extract from its
proceedings under this date, to the orders contained, in which you are required to
conform, - returning this precept ~so executed, or good and sufficient reasonswhy it
has not been executed; and what you may have done in pursuance hereof, in 24
hours from the date hereof.

By order of the court. ~(signed) A. Wilson, Acting Judge, &c’.

Register’s Oflice, Tellicherry, 12th Nov. 1819.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court of Circuit in the Western
Division, under date the 12th November 1819.

The third judge having reported to the court, that he has ascertained the un-
doubted fact, that there are at present two persons of the Pooliar or Chermar caste
in this town, who have been brought up from their country in the chellanoor hobly
talook of Calicut, for the avowed purpose of being sold to the highest bidder, to
satisfy a revenue demand, and having obtained possession of the original attepet
caranon, writing from their proprietor to Oroog-il-Chatoo Chantoo, as also an order
under the signatures of the parbutty Orig-il-Chatoo and mookiestans of that
hoobily, Mamallys Moossatha, and Chillapoorata Ooney Comarar Nair, to the per-
sons who have brought up and 'are offering these chernams for sale, authorizing the
act, it becomes an imperious duty in the court, to bring the circumstances to the
notice of the acting head assistant magistrate and collector in charge of this town,
and to direct, that no time may be lost in arresting the sale andeventual removal of
these persons further from their native country. The writings under the signature
of the prdprietors, 'the parbutty and mookistnas, contain all the infermation in the
possession of the court with respect to the names of the chermars- and persons
who have charge of chermars, 'and are therefore forwarded, together with English
translations, to the acting head assistant magistrate, who is further directed to com-
municate the same, 'and the result of his inquiries and ‘reSearches, to his' superior
the magistrate and collector, for‘ his information- and orders,”ah‘d also to ‘report to
this Court what he‘ may have done in pursuance of this cpmmunicatio'ri,'ih' ‘24 hours.

(A true extract.) (signed). A.-W1[son_, Actingdudgefor the Registrar.

125.
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Attepet Olla Karoonam, executed in the month of Chingom, 994.

Annyan Arepoorata Ooney Koomaram Chindoo has inade the assignment in
writing of the attyper and neer (full proprietory right) of his ary kooadear cherman,
named Casman, with the knowledge of his neighbours, before the then local
authority, and his then nearest heir, and received their full value at the time; and
Ooregal Chatoo Chundoo has taken the assignment in writing of. the attyper and
neer (full proprietary right) aforesaid, with the knowledge of his neighbours, before
the then local authority, and his nearest heir, and paid their full value at the time.
And to this efl'ect this allepet 011a has been executed and given, and 1n the like
manner received; to this are witnesses sathawattam (all persons present), the
writer and the person who read over and made the same known, being caratt
chappan chappan- (signed)

A writing by Ooroogvel Chatoo Menon Parbutty, of Chellunoor Webely, in
Calicut Talook, Mammally Moossathu and Chellapoorata Oony Koomaran Nair
Mookistars, 0f the wobely aforesaid, in Pallah Deshmum.

Whereas a pooleyan of the name of Feetma, and another named Carman, have
been sent by Waija Kamoongul Ahmootty and Balata Gorinden, of the aforesaid
wobely and tarrah, for the purpose of being sold. Now these pooleyans, having
been attached on account of revenue, and on whom there are no takarar (claims)
it is ordered, that no person, whether sirkar servants or otherwise, offer any impedi-
ment to them.

23rd Toolam 995. (signed)
P. S—None of the patroles or others must offer any impediment.
(A true translation.) (signed) A. Wilson, Acting Judge for the Register.

N‘ 2.—-To the Acting First Head Assistant and Collector in charge,_Tellichen-y.
Sir :—-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 2th instant, withits accompaniments, but must defer passing any decisive opinion on the subjectuntil I know the result of your inquiries. It occurs to me, however, that it mighthave led to an immediate discovery of the truth- of the facts brought to your notice,had you applied to the court for such information on the sub'ect as might be in their

possession.
You will be careful not to interfere with any private arrangement which theowner of the chermar may have made, or have it in contemplation to make, pro-

vided you are satisfied that the proposed sale is consistent with the common law
and customs of the country; to ascertain which, I refer you to Mr. CommissionerGrmme, from whom on application you can obtain a perusal of various documents
connected with the subject of slavery in Malabar, and from which you will easilygather, whether the act alleged against certain persons is consistent with the laws and
customs of the country or not.

I request you will, in the event of finding the people complained of, take theirexaminations in writing, and forward it to me.
Calicut, 13th Nov. 1819. (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector.

N’ 3.—-—To the Collector in Malabar.
Sir :-——In reference to my letter of yesterday, inclosing copies of a preceptdirected to me by the court of circuit, and of its accompaniments, I have now thehonour of transmitting three original records of examinations, this day taken, of twopersons, under whose charge the chermars in question were brought to Tellicherry,and of a peon attached to the revenue cutcherry at this station, together with thetwo also received from the court of circuit.
It would appear, from the examinations taken, that the chermars were sent toTellicherry for the purpose of private sale; but as the gross prevarication ofGovinden renders his statement suspicious, and leaves for the present the realmerits of the case in obscurity, I have directed the parties concerned to repair toCalicut, in order that you may have an opportunity of ascertaining how far thecheliunoor parbutty may have taken advantage of his official situation in furtherance

of his private views.
(signed) F. Holland, Acting Head Assistant to Collector.

Tcllicherry, 13th November 1819.
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To the Acting Head Assistant Collector in charge, Tellicherry.

Sir:-—-I have received your letter of the 13th instant, and regret that you should
have ordered the parties alluded to therein down to Calicut until you had heard
further from me on the subject. The examinations taken by you would have
enabled me to ascertain the plain matter of fact, viz.; whether the proprietor of
the chermars had voluntarily, and of his own accord, sent his chermars to Telli-
cherry for sale, in hopes of obtaining a higher price for them, or whether the
parbutty or any other party had taken a culpable part and interest in the business
now brought to our notice. '
2.-The dictates of humanity ought only to be obeyed, when consistent with the

justice of the laws laid down for our guidance; and if it should be eventually
proved, that the owners of the chermars has acted in conformity to the laws and
customs of the country, we have rendered ourselves liable to a prosecution, which
must inevitably be given against us.
3.—~Whether the immediate and ostensible reason assigned for selling the cher-

mars be to pay the revenue is very immaterial; it is a sale made by the proprietor
indirectly for the general purposes of relieving his necessities; at all events, the
dignity of government would be better consulted by remitting the revenue than im-
posing an illegal veto against a man’s disposal of his own property in a legal wav,
until some legislative act be passed on the subject, which would legalize any ordei's
which may be issued in similar occasions.
4.—If the parbutty, with a view of assisting the defaulter, took the part he is said

to have taken in this business, it will, in my opinion, in no way aflect the question in
a legal point of view, provided it was done with the consent of the proprietor,
although I shall consider it as an act highly reprehensible in him as a revenue
servant.

(signed) .7. Vazqg‘lzan, Collector.
Calicut, 15th November 1819-.

N' 5.——Examination of Oshoakel Chatoo Menon, nephew of Changara Menon,
aged 48~years, Parbutty of Chelanoor Hobly by profession, inhabitant of
Pattitara Dehum Padinhaar Naad Hobly, in Kutnaad, taken on the 2d Wris-
chigour 995, M. s. or 16 November 1819, before the Magistrate.

Question.—-What is your name and profession ?
Answer.—-'M name, Oshookil Chatoo Menon; and profession, Parbutty of the

Chelanoor Hob y.

Do you know Arreepapoorata Oong Kutty Nair?
Yes, I do.

What is your reason for taking from Arreepapoorata Oong Kutty Nair the
chermars, named Teytira and Kuman (his jehn property), on account of
the Negudie, due by him, and for sending the said chermars to Tellicherry
by your servant Govindar and Hobly Kolkar Amotty, for the express pur-

. pose of being sold there?
Early in the month of Toolan last, I had the jenn right held by Arreepapoorate

Oony Kutty Nair, or the chermars called Teytera and Kauvon, transferred over
to me for something better than 88 fanams, in consequence of the said Oony Kutty
Nair not having paid his revenue for 994, and in order to help the said Oony Kutty,
and that the revenue due by him may be realized, I on the 22d or 23d of Toolam
charged a mopla, called Amotty, and one Govindan, who lives with me, to carry
and dispose of the said two chermars to some one at Elletoor or‘ Kapat, furnishing
them at the same time with the jenn premanom passed in my name, and a writing
that they may not be stopped on the road. This is what has taken place.

On what date and month was it that Oony Kutty executed to you the jenn
premanom of the two chermars in question?

It was at the latter end of Rauny or beginning of Toolam 995, that Oony Kutty
transferred to me his jenn right on the two chermars.

Where were the two chermars made to live from the time you purchased
them to that of your sending them to be sold ?

They continued with Oony Kutty from the time I purchased them to that of their
being sent 06' to be sold. '

1'25. You
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Fort St. George You have stated, that you purchased the said chermars for 88 fanams; did
Paper“ you give Oony Kutty credit for the same on account of the revenue due

Statéofnsfivezy by him, and grant him a receipt?
"‘Ter‘gg'fiei Ihave granted Oony Kutty a patteya chit for 88 fanams.

\'_V_—J Was the 88 fanams for whichyou gave him credit on account of the value
of the two chermars?

Yes.

Have you any thing else to say ?
Nothing. (signed)

Oony Kutty Nair, the owner of the said two chermars, states, that he did
not receive a single fauam on account of the said chermars, and that no
credit was given him on that account; how would you account for this
contradiction P

Credit was not given in the jenn chit; I passed him a simple receipt, binding
myself to give him credit in jenn chit for 88 fanams.

Have the 88 fanams for which a receipt has been passed by you, been
entered in the menon’s account?

No. (signed)

(signed) James Vaughan, Magistrate.
November 16th, 1819.

N° 6.——Examination of Arrepapoorate Oony Kutty Nair, nephew to the Magis~
trate, Oony Korasha Nair, aged 22 years, Cultivator by profession, inhabitant
of Palatetarrail Deshun, Chelanoor Hobly, in Calicut Talock, taken on the
2d Urichiegom 995, M. S. or 16th November 1819, before the Magistrate.

Question—What is your name P
Answer.-—Parrapapoorate Oony Kutty.

Did you give Poliam Teytira and Poliam Kanan in charge of anyone, for
the purpose of selling them, or did you 'send them to Tellicherry; if you
did 50, state the particulars?

At the latter end of Toolum (the date I do not recollect) I carried my jenn slaves,
Teytira and Kannon, to Osholkil Chatoo Menon, the parbutty of Chelanoor Hobly,
for the purpose of selling them, in order that I may be enabled to pay the revenue
due by me for 994, when the parbutty said, that he would wait for the negadee due
by me until I could dispose of them to some one. I then told him, that no one of
that place would purchase them, that I had therefore determined to send them to
Tellicherry, as I would then get at least one fanam more, and accordingly I gave
them in charge of Valate Addowaloor Hondan ; but the parbutty, with a view to
ensure the payment of the revenue from the proceeds of the sale of the said slaves,
sent a mopla, by name Amootty, along with the said Kondan, and they were strongly
recommended to dispose of them as advantageously as possible, and, as at Tellicherry
this objeCt would be better obtained,’they were bid to proceed thither. This is what
has taken place; I have not sold the slaves to the parbutty, or received any cash
from him on their account.

Does the custbm of the country sanction a jenmaker to carry his slaves to
a place distant from that of their original habitation, in order to dispose
of them there?

When there may not be people inclined to purchase slaves at their place of habi-
tation, they are carried to distant places for that purpose.

How much did you instruct to sell the slaves for?
I recommended their beingtsold for from 20 to 22 rupees, and to exert their

utmost towards trying to get at least 4 fanams more.

Did you promise to sell to any one in Calicut the said slaves, or did any one
of that place apply to you for them?

I offered them to Kuttypoore Itteraripen, of'Trevaloor, in Chelavoor hoby.
and he said he would take them; but upon their being carried to to him; he ofiered
from 18 to 20 rupees only. h

\V at
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What is your reason for sending them to be sold at Tellicherry, far as far as
22 rupees, while you had an offer of 20 rupees here, knowing at the
same time that the expenses of the people whom you deputed for that
purpose, would cost at least 2 or 3 rupees.

It was under the expectation of getting at least 4 fanams more, after deducting
the expenses, that they were sent to Tellicherry.

Were you advised by any one to send the said slaves to a distant place, to
dispose of them there?

I was not advised by any one to send the slaves in-question in- the manner I have
done; as I was in want of cash to pay the negudee, I sent them.

(signed)
(signed) J. Vaughan, Magistrate.

November 16th, 1819.

Question.--Did you t‘ranfer to: the parbutty the jenm right held by you on
the two slaves above mentioned?

Answer -—A deed of. sale in favour of the parbutty was executed, but the final
arrangements were not concluded, nor any cash received ;' the deed besides was not
witnessed. .

Did you mention the jenm value of those slaves P
The parbutty ofiered to give for both the slaves 17 rupees, which not meeting

my expectation, I refused.

Was. the amount specified in the deed of sale?
It is not usual to enter in the deed of sale the amount of the sale.

What is the total amount of revenue payable by you; what part thereof
has been paid, and what is the balance due?

- The total amount for a year is 260 fanams; about 140 fanams has been paid on
account; the revenue of 994, the remainder, stands against me.

Were the 140 fanams, said to have been paid by you, given in hard cash?
Yes, it was paid at diHerent times.

Was any credit given you in the receipt by the patbutty, on account the
slaves sold him?

Not a single fanam has been given me credit for on that account.

On what month and date was it that the premanom aforesaid was executed
in the parbutty’s name?

It having been engrossed on a stamped cadjan, which was purchased in 994,
it was stated, on the day on which the stamped cadjan was purchased, but it was in
the month of Kanny 995, that the deed was executed.

Did the parbutty give you credit in his account for 88 fanams, on account of
the said slaves? .

He promised to give me credit for such amount as may be realized by the sale of
the slaves, when the same may be paid in ; no credit was given on this account.

In what months was it that you paid the 140 fanams, and how much was
paid each time?

I do not now recollect the month ; at first I gave 10 rupees, second time 12
rupees, and this went on paying, but in no instance did the payment exceed 12
rupees.

Did you receive any cash from the parbutty, either on the date inserted in
the premanum aforesaid, or on that on which it was executed, or was any
credit given you at either of the dates in the receipt?

I have not received any cash from him, either on the date which was inserted in
the premanum, or on that on which the same was executed, which was in last
Kanny, nor was any credit given me on either of the two dates in the receipt or
account.

(signed)

November 16th, 1819. (signed) J. Vaughan, Coliector.
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Examination of Palat Govinden, Nephew to Chaloo Nair, aged 30 years,
Cooly by profession, Inhabitant of Kanayengara, Chelanoor Hobly, in the
Calicut Talook, taken on the rst of Wrechigme 995, M. s. or 15th November
1819, before the Magistrate.

Question.—What is your name,’ and whom do you live with?
A'nswer.—My name is Palot Goyinden, and I am living at ()shookeb Chootoo

Meuon’s, the parbutty of Chelanoor being his servant.

For what purpose was it that you and mopla Anutty conducted Poleans
Teytira and Kannam to Tellicherr ; state the particulars?

One day, in the month of Toolam last, t e date I do not now recollect, parbutty
Chatoo Menon ordered me to conduct, jointly with Kalkar Aniotty, the two slaves
named Teytira and Kannan, to Tellicherry, and to dispose. of them there. Accord-
ingly, we started for Tellicherry, and on the first day of our journey the two slaves
were made to live in Amotty’s house, and I put up at Pootona Eroma'Nair’s house,
and on the next morning we proceeded on to Tellicherry with the slaves, which
place we reached at dusk, and put up that night in a mosque; the next day We
moved, and put up in a banksall belongigf to Chovakara, and in the evening we set
out in quest of Karoomatil Itterare pa enon, and having gone to the pukadoly
found him there, and informed him that we had brought two Poliars to be soldfi
upon which he said, that Kannon Sheristadar would like to. have them, and offered
to give a note to him, and accordingly he gave a note, directed to Chiuden Sheris-
tadar (brother to Kannon Sheristadar), of the‘ Customs, which, rigor: being delivered
to the said Chinden, he delivered to Amotty another, addressed to annon Sheristadar,
which was handed up to him on his coming out of the "fort. Canon Sherista‘dar then
said that he was in want of slaves, and that he would purchase those we had ; accord-
ingly, he took from us the premanum and rhadarry, about the chennakal, anddesiring
us to wait for him near the ferry, until he returned from Mr. Baber’s. He pro-
ceeded to that gentleman’s house, but immediately afterwards he said he could not
take the slaves without giving previous notice at the Tuccady cutcherry, and for this
purpose be delivered back to us the documents above alluded, and sent us to the
Tuccad cutcherry; we were there asked, for what purpose was it that the slaves
were gonng to be sold, and we said they were sent from Chelanoor by the parbotikar.
We were then ordered, that they could not be sold there, and to return back to
Calicut; and according we were both together, with the two slaves, sent to this
place under charge of a kolkar.

You stated, when first verbally questioned, that on the day of your arrival
at Tellicherry, you put up at a house, the name of the owner of which
yo knew not ; and that the slaves were made to live in a teyer’s house;
that‘you had no meal that day; and you have now said, that on the day
of your arrival at Tellicherry, you put up in a mosque ; how would you
account for this contradiction ?

On the da of our arrival we slept in mosque; it was through a mistake that
I said when rst questioned, that I lived at a nair’s'.

How could you say one thing to another?
I did not pay much attention.

What was the reason for your setting outin quest of the karoomattil Itteranpa
Menon, immediately after your arrival at Tellicherry ?

As I became acquainted with him, while he was living with Kellecanat Koonda
Menon in Calicut, and having met with him in the bazaar, I mentioned to him about
the affair.

November 15th, 1819, (signed) J. Vzmghan, Collector.

N° 8.—- Examination of Polea Cherma Teyetira, son of Narambara, aged 50
years, Cooly by profession, Inhabitaut of Palnaad Tarrah, Chelanoor tlobly,
in the Calicut Talook, taken on the rst Wrischigem 995, “.5. on 15th
November 1819.

Question.—What is your name ?
Answer.—Polyau 'I‘eytira.

Who is your tampooran (master) ?
Aripapoorate Oony Kutty.

Whom
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Whom are you working for at present?
Oony Kutty tambooran not having paid his revenue, he placed me under the

parbutty tambooran. and nine days ago, self and Poolean Kannon were sent to Tel-
licherry, under charge of Mopla Amotty and Govinda Erecha, for the purpose of
being sold ; there we stopped on the road one day, and the next day reached Telli-
cherry, where we continued four or five days, living at several places; at last, we
we were taken to a place where there was a house, and from whence orders were
passed, prohibiting our being sold there, and directing us to be taken back to this
place.

Would it be a matter of grievance to you, if you were sold at Tellicherry:=
As my wife is dead, and 'I have two children, who have no one else except me

to take care of them, it would be a matter of regret to me, if I were to be sold at
so distant a place‘as Tellicherry.

Where are your children?
They are with tambooram Oony Kutty.

(signed)

(signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.
November 15th, 1819.

Examination of Polacherma Kannon, son of Ittanari, aged 20 years, Cooly by
profession, Inhabitant or Palnaad Tarrah Chelanoor Hobly, in the Calicut
Talook; taken on the let Wrischegom 995, M. s. or 15th November 1819.

Question.—What is your name ?
Polean Kannon.

Who is your master, and whom do you work for now P
My master is Aripapoorate Oony Kutty, and I am now working for the parbutty

tambooram.

What is you reason for working for the parbutty, and for your being now
brought here?

In the month of Kanny last, the date I am not certain, my master, from not
having paid his revenue, placed me and Teytiran under the parbutty, and afterwards
we were given in charge of the maple. Amotty Govindan, to be taken to Tellicherry,
for the purpose of being sold there; and having been taken thither, we lived there
five or eight days, and afterwards we were sent back to this place, because we
could not be sold there.

Have you father, mother and brother P
I have my father, mother, and two sisters; they are still under Oony Kutty

tambooram.

Would it be a matter of grievance to you, if you were sold to another at
Tellicherry ?

It would be a matter of regret to me to separate from my father, mother, and
sisters.

(signed)
(signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and. Magistrate.

15th November 1819.

N' 10.—-Examination taken on the 29th Foolan 995, or November 13th,
1819, before the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.

Question.—What brought you to Tellicherry ?
. Answer.-I brought two cherrnars,.sent by Oshookel Chatoo Menen, Purbutty,
of Chilanoor, for the purpose of being sold here.

Who else came along with on upon this business?
A person by name Palot Govin an is also come.

Who is the principal person who has been charged by Chatoo Menon to
conduct the sale of the slaves ; you or Govindan?

Govindan is’ the principal person, and I am instructed to‘attend to Govindan’s
orders.

1 25. Who
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Fort St. George Who are you, and what is your profession ?
Paper“ I am a. kalkur, of the Chela, now Hobly; my name is \Vashakanguel Omutty.State of Slavery

in Coinpatny’s Where is your belt?
men”' It is with the parbutty.

What is the reason of your coming without your belt?
The parbutty said not to put on the belt, and consequently it has been left

behind.

Did the parbutty give instructions as to the particular person whom the
slaves should be taken or sold to at Teilicherry?

The parbutty said to dispose of them to whomsoever would pay for them, but did
not mention any particular person whom they were to be taken or sold to.

Is all that you heard read over to you, agreeably to what you stated ?
Yes; there is no mistake. ,

(signed)

When did you come to Tellicherry P
The day before yesterday, about sunset.

(signed) F. Holland, Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.

Questions put by the Magistrate on the 15th November 1 819.
Question.——Are you the parbutty’s private or public servant?

Answer.—-—The parbutty give me the belt, and paid my wages hitherto; whether
it is from his private purse or public cash, Iknow not. He gave me 5 fanams
per month.

Are you in the habit of passing receipt for the amount paid you?
Yes; a receipt for 5 fanams is monthly passed upon Cadjan;

How many kolkars are there in that hobily?
There are 5 kolkars.

What are their respective names?
Kanaroo, Keenkapoo, Chenau, Rarapan, and myself.

Have all five of you belts and swords P
Yes, we have.

Nov. 15th, 1819. (signed) J. Vaughan, Collector and Magistrate.

N6 11,—Examination taken on the 27th Toolan, 995, or November 13th,
1819, before the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.

Question.—What is your name, and who sent these slaves?
Answer ——My name is Palot Govindan; and the parbutty of Chielanor Hobly,

by name OshookeI Chatoo Menon, is the person who sent them.

What for did be send the slaves?
For the purpose of being sold.

Are they to be sold by public auction, or by private sale?
His instructions were to sell them by private sale, and not by public auction.

Whom do the slaves belong to?
_They are the jemn property of Arepapoorate Oonykoran Nair, who resides in

Palate Hobly.

Is it for his own use, or that of Arepapoorate Oonykoren Nair, that Oskeohl
Chatoo sent the slaves in question to be sold?

Arepapoorate Oonykoren Nair made over the $13 ves . to Chatoo Menon, on account
the revenue due by him, and the said Chatoo wishes to dispose of them to realize
the amount of revenue due.

Did Oonykoren Nair voluntarily give away the slaves?
He gave them to Chatoo Menon of his own free will.

. Are you Sirkar’s servant, or Chatoo Menon’s private servant?
I am Chatoo Menon’s private servant.

Is
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Is Chatoo Menon in the habit of deputing his private servants to dispose
of any property, the sale of which is made to realize the revenue?

I am not certain whether he is in the habit of acting in that manner?

Did he order you to carry the slaves to Tellicherry, and to dispose of them
there P

He did not say to carry them to Tellicherry.

When you were this morning verbally questioned, you stated that the
directions you received were, “ to carry the slaves to Tellicherry;” how'
comes this difference?

I did not say so.

What place did Chatoo Menon order you to carry the slaves to for the pur-
pose of being sold?

He said to convey them to Tellicherry.

Did Chatoo Menon say, to carry them to Tellicherry, or to any particular
person, or give any other orders; and did be send any letter addressed to
any one at Tellicherry?

Chatoo Menon’s instructions were to dispose of them to such person as may be
willing to purchase them; no letter to any person residing in Tellicherry was sent,
nor did he mention any particular person to whom the slaves were to be carried to.

When did you arrive at Tellicherry with the slaves?
It is four days since I arrived at this place.

Did you not say this morning when verbally questioned, that you reached
this place the day before last, before sun set?

Yes, I said that I arrived at this place the day before last in the evening.

Then what made you say just now, that it is four days since you arrived at
this place P

It was on the evening before last that we arrived.

At what place did you put up at Tellicherry?
The day before last in the evening, I had my canjee at the house of a kolkar

called Chekoo, since then I had no meal nor put up at any one’s house.

Is all that is read over to you agreeably to what you stated?
Every thing that I heard read over to me is agreeably to what I stated ; there is no

difference.
(signed) J. Holland, Acting H. A. C.

(N’ 12.)——Examination of Sepoy Bacha, taken on the 29th Toolan 995, or
I 3th November 1 8| 9, before the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.

Question.—What did Palot Govindan say, when questioned this morning
as to the place he was directed to take the slaves to for sale ?

Anmoer.-—He said, that the Parbutty directed him to take the slaves to Tellicherry
for the purpose of being sold there.

(signed) J. Holland, Acting H. A. C.

(N’ l3.)—Examination of Bacha, son of Sheek Makdan, aged about 32 years,
of the Mussulman caste, sepoy by profession, inhabitants of Tellicherry,
taken on the 13th Wrischegom 995, or 27th November 1819, before the
Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.
Question—What did Govindan say, when he and one mopla (who brought

two slaves from Calicut to be sold) were questioned by the acting head
assistant collector, on their being taken to the said gentleman’s house in
the first instance?

Answer.—He said, that the slaves were brought to be sold at Tellicherry; that
he knew no one at Tellicherry, and upon being questioned as to where he resided
since his arrival in Tellicherry, said, that he put up at the zillah court Sheristadars,
by name Cannan, and the same was said by the mopla who was along with him.

Is what you heard read over to you agreeably to what you .stated P
What has been read to me is agreeably to what I stated ; there is no difference.

(signed) F. Holland, Acting H. A. C.

1 25.
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Sent the' following letter in reply.

To the Collector in Malabar.

Sirz—I am directed by the president and members of the board of revenue, to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 20th ultimo.

2.—-—It appears to the board, that the interference of the court of circuit, with re-
spect to the sale of the slaves referred to'in your letter, may be justified on the
grounds of the conduct of the native revenue and police. oflicer being concerned in
the transaction. As by the late orders of government, all native revenue servants
who are also employed in police duties, are subject to the control and superin-
tendence of the courts of circuit. '

3..——It will be sufficient, if the orders of the board, conveyed to you in my letter
of the 23d December last, prohibiting the sale of slaves for arrears of revenue, be
communicated to all your native servants, and- strictly enforced, with the private
transactions of individuals, ‘or with the orders of the 'courts of circuit, the board of
revenue cannot interfere. _

4.—-—The board presume, that any improper or unnecessary interference with the
revenue afl'airs of your district on the part of the provincial or zillah court, may be
prevented by an application by you to the court of Sudder Adawlut.

5.—-As connected however with the subject of slavery in general, your letter and
its inclosures will be submitted. for the information of the Right honourable the
Governor in council.

(signed) A. D. Campbell, Secretary.
Fort St. George, 3d January 1820.

Read again, also a letter received from the acting collector in the northern
division of Arcot, dated the 23d, and entered in consultations 27th ultimo, on the
foregoing subject.

Sent the following letter to the chief secretary to government, together with theabove-mentioned letter and the foregoing correspondence with the collector ofMalabar.

(N° l4.)——To the Chief Secretary to Government.
Sir :--With reference to my letter, under date the 13th ultimo, forwarding an ex.-tract from the proceedings of the board on the subject of slavery, I am directed bythe president and members of the board of revenue, to request that you will laybefore the Right honourable the Governor in council, the accompanying letters fromthe collector in Malabar, and the acting collector in the northern division of A'rcot.2.—Orders have been issued to the collector in Malabar. prohibiting the sale ofslaves for arrears of revenue, as stated in the 48th paragraph of the proceedings abovereferred to, and a copy of the board’s reply to the present letter from the collectorin that province, is'herewith submitted for the information of the Right honourable

the Governor in council.
(signed) A. D. Campbell, Secretary.Fort St. George, 3d January 1820.

Extract, Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, 7th February 1820.
Read the following Letters from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue:

(N' 533-)

To the Chief Secretary to Government.

Sir :—I am directed by the president and members of the Board of Revenue, tosubmit to the Right honourable the Governor in council, the accompanying extraCtfrom their proceedings, under date the 25th ultimo, on the subject of slavery.

I have, &c.
si ned) A. D. Cam bell Secretary.Fort St. George, 13th Dec. I819. ( g [I ,
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, under date the
25th November 1819.

Read again the following Letter from the Secretary to Government in the Re-
venue Department:

From Mr. Hill, 28th April. In consultation, 13th May 1819.

Par. l.—-Referring for the consideration and report of the Board, extract from
the proceedings of the court of Sudder Adawlut, together with the’ papers to which
they had reference, on the subject of the sale by public auction of the slaves of
revenue defaulters.
‘2.—On the receipt of the above orders, a circular letter was addressed to the

collectors in the districts of Malabar, Canara, the northern and southern divisions
of Arcot, Chingleput, Coimbatore, Madura, Salem, Tanjore, Tinnevelly, and Tri-
chinopoly, calling for their report on the subject; and the replies ofthese oflicers
having been received, it is resolved to proceed to the consideration thereof.

From Mr. Hargrave, 14th. In consultation, zlst June, 1819.
From Mr. Peter, 27th October. In consultation, 8th November.
From Mr. Sullivan, 24th June. In consultation, -lst July.
From Mr. Hepburn, 30th June. In consultation, 8thJuly‘.
From Mr. Cotton, 30th June. In consultation, 12th July.
From Mr. Hyde, nth. In consultation,t2oth_September.
From Mr. Cooke, 3151: Juiy. In consultation, 9th August.
From Mr. Lushingtou, Ist. In consultation, 8th July.
Ftom the Hon. T. Harris, 10th. In consultation, 119th J uly.
From Mr. Vaughan, 20th July. In consultation, 5th August.

Notc.—-—From the northern division of Arcot no reply has yet been received.

3.——In Salem slavery does not appear to exist. The collector observes, “ I can
safely state, that in the manner referred to in these communications, there is no
vestige whatever of slavery in this collectorate, nor has any such practice obtained
from the time the country came into possession of the Honourable Company.
During the Mussulman government, there were a few slaves belonging to certain
Nunjah lands in the vicinity of the canvery, and there are now some descendants of
these people; but they are just as free as any other inhabitants. I have heard of
one or two instances of a child being sold for the purpose of domestic slavery; but
this is uncommonly rare, and otherwise Such a circumStance as a person being sold
as a slave has never transpired.” '

4.——In Madura and 'Dindignl slavery existed during the Mahomedan govern-
ment. The slaves were sold at the pleasure of their masters, but they were not
“ adscripte glebaz;” not necessarily sold whenever the land was sold. The col-
lector’s words are, ‘.‘ When a puller or parriah was unable to gain a livelihood, he
was accustomed to offer himself or his relatives as slaves to the cultivating inha-
bitants, for a sum of money varying from one to ten cully chuckrums, when a bond
of slavery was drawn out and signed. If they married, their children were=con-
sidered the property of the owners, and they were employed in the cultivation of
land, and were maintained by the. owners, who frequently, for their services, would
grant-them a soluntrum, or allowance in grain, in addition ‘to other allowances.
If the proprietor of land was obliged to dispose of the whole of his lands, he still
retained possession of his slaves, and disposed of them as he pleased, they not
being considered attached to the land thus sold. If an owner was unable to main-
tain his slave, he could let him out to others, by which means he frequently derived
a maintenance both for himself and slave; .but the slave wasobliged to. return to
his master whenever he required him, who could mortgage or sell him at pleasure.
Since the assumption of the country, some slaves have continued with their masters;
others have left them, and have even enlisted as sepoys. I cannot discover that
any puller has sold himself as a slave of late years. Indeed, slavery altogether
seems gradually disappearing, which may be attributed to the knowledge that it‘ is
not encouraged in the different courts of justice. , Some pullers cultivate their own

. lands, and have their own puttiams. Those who cultivate the lands'of others, and
Who are not slaves, receive a regulated hire.” ,
5.—In Coimbatore slavery is reported to exist “ but in a very few rillagesi‘:
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The collector observes, “ From all that I can learn, it appears certain that theOwner has a right to sell his slave without the land ; but that it is a right very sel-dom, if ever, exercised. The highest price for a good slave is 50 rupees; the price,
however, is seldom so high. The children of slaves are born slaves. On the birth
of a child, the master presents the parents withclothes, and one or two rupees.

“ The masters are supposed to be vested with despotic authority over their
slaves, and with power to punish them. An apprehension, however, that the exer-
cise of such authority is not permitted by the British government appears generally
prevalent, and rather operates to prevent the merchandize of'slaves, as they are con?
sidered to be less valuable when free from the fear of punishment, There appears
reason for thinking that the slaves are, on the whole, better treated by their master
than the common class of free labourers.

“ The masters possess a power, not only over the person, but over the property
of his slave, and he may make use of the cattle reared by the slave for agriculturalpurposes. The slaves are sold with the land ; but if they should object to serve
another master, they are not forced to do so. This, however, I take to be an indul-
gence of the master, not a right of the slave.

“ The slaves have a share of the produce allotted for their subsistence, about an
eighth. In some instances, land has been made over to the pullers, which they
cultivate for their support.

“ In many places, where slavery does not exist, a species of bondage is intro-
duced, by the ryots undertaking to bear the expense of their puller’s marriage, upon
condition of the latter binding themselves to serve the ryots exclusively for life.

“ Slavery may almost be considered as extinct in Coimbatore, as the epidemic
has carried off many of the slaves, and the number was always inconsiderable.”
6.—In Tanjore slavery exists; but, as in Madura and Dindigul, it is founded, inthe first instance, upon voluntary contract. The slaves are never seized or sold_forarrears of revenue. y
7.—-—The collector’s words are: “ The slaves here. are of two castes only, the

Puller and Pariah; and, "as before said, the Origin of their bondage arises in a
voluntary agreement on their part, to, become the slave of some other man more
powerful than themselves, upon whom they thus impose a more strict obligation to.protect and maintain them and their families, than if merely serving them as labour-ing servants, The Bramins, in Consideration ’of their caste, do not receive these
bonds of slavery directly in their oWn name, but have them generally draWn out in
that of some of their soondra dependents. When a bond of slavery has been given,it ceases not with the life of the party, butis binding upon jthe'descendants of the
original giver, who continue bound by the conditions of it likewise. In return, theowner is obliged to find subsistence at all times, and under all circumstances, for
the family of his bondsman, whom he can employ in any manner he p1eases,-althoughit is generally, as a labOurer in the fields. _ The bondsman does not reside in hismaster’s house, nor form anypart of his family. but has a house provided for himalong with the others of his caste, to which a back yard ‘of eighty goontahs rent-
free, is attached, the same as other labourers. The master has the power of sellingthe slave; but he cannot sell him to any one who will carry him to a distant part ofthe country, without his own consent. If the maSter, thrOugh p0verty or Other cause,fails or becomes unable to subsist and protect his bondsman and his family, he is atliberty to seek employment as a free ‘labourer’ els'ewhere,but is liable to be reclaimed
at any time by his master, when he may be again in'ra conditibn to fulfil his part ofthe agreement. When lands are sold in ‘any way,'it is' always independent of thebondsmen, if any, upon it. If they are, likewise, to be sold, separate deeds .0?transfer are pasSed. If not, they continue attached to their formermasters. No’persons of this description have ever yet been considered as seizable property, or soldfor an arrear of revenue, nor do I believe, ever by a judicial decree in' any civilcause, nor have I-ever known this. species of property recognized by the officersof government, although it is by the' natives themselves, in their transactions with’
each other.

“ 0n the part of the bondsman, his rights are subsistence and protection for him-self and family from his master, with liberty to seek itelsewhere, as a free agent, ifnot found him; and the right Of not being removed by sale? to avdistant country,from the place of his birth. With regard to himself, personally, his treatmentfrom-
his master is the same as that_.of his other (labourers; which is in general, of a mildnature; but he is net rnoreliable to personal punishment than others,'inlconsequence ‘of his state of bondage; and any cruelty or’ abuse of authority on the part of the

\ master
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master t0wards his bonds'man, would he complained against, and punished with
uni strictness, as if committed upon a free man.
“ Upon the whole, therefore, the Board will "perceive, that the condition of these

people difl'ers very little from that of the common labourers, and that the treatment
to both is nearly the-same. ' The disadvantage to the bondsman,. is the power ofbeing
sold or transferred to other masters ; and this, I believe, is not very frequent, as it is
the last property,~ generally, which is.disposed of by a person in distressed circum-
stanCes. ,The 'advanta es are, the more effectually securing subsistence'and protecé
tion to themselves and amilies, particularly in times of trouble or difiiculty,than it is
binding on masters in gene‘raL-to bestow upon common labourers, 'and this without
rendering their condition in any degree intolerable, towards the amelioration of which.
the equity and mildness of the British gevernment have greatly operated, in respeCt to
rendering the conduct of masters to their servants, indulgent, forbearing and kind.

“ I donot-fin‘d, that the system of slaves attached to the soil and transferrable‘by
purchase as appendages to the land, obtains here.” '

TlNNl-JVELLY : 8.--The circumstances attending a state of slavery in Tinne-
velly are thus described by the collector: “ From all the information I have been
able yet to collect on this subject, I understand, that" it is usual in this districtfor
slaves to be sold or mortgaged either withthe land or separately, as the proprietor
pleases, or his wants require, and that there is no particular rule or general custom,
by which the conduct between the master and slave, and between slave and master,
is governed, further than that the master has at all times the command of his slave’s
labour, and that the slave cannot work .for any other person without the permission
of his master.

“ In regard toithe treatment of masters towards their slaves, it .does not appear to
be incumbent on them to afford a subsistence to their slaves, except when employed
in their business, and then it is on the lowest scale of allowance, being generally no
more than two measures of paddy per day. At other times their slaves are obliged
to seek a livelihood at the hands of others, being bound only to return to their

. masters when the season of cultivation again commences. Besides this allowance,
however, which the slaves receive from their masters on working days, they are
entitled, when the crops are reaped, to a small deduction from the gross produce,-
called here ‘ Paroo,’ which varies in different villages, but amounts generally to
about 23/8 per cent; and it is usual, when deaths occur among them, for their
masters to assist them in the necessary funeral expenses, and on marriages, births
and festival days, to grant them presents, according as their circumstances wiU.
admit; but these are acts quite voluntary on the part of the masters, and the slave,
it appears, can claim nothing more than a bare subsistence while he works, and his.
soluntrum, as above described, at the time of harvest.

“ All punishment of the slave by the master, ifthis power ever existed, and was
recognized in former times, seems now to be at an end; and there is no instance,
I am happy to say, within my experience in this district, of a slave complaining of
ill-treatment from his master. The fact, indeed, appears to be, that the slave is so.
necessary to the cultivation, and labourers are so scarce, that the proprietors find it.
their interest to protect and treat them well; and the slaves in time become so
attached to the village in which they are settled, that they seem not to consider their
situation, nor to show any desire to be free and independent.

“-ln calling upon the tehsildars for an account of a person’s property, to know
whether he is a fit security for another, it is usual, if he possesses slaves, to include
them, a male slave being estimated in value from * 3 to I 5 C. Chuckrums, and a
female from 1‘ 3 to 5 C. Chuckrums; but I have always rejected them in the.
account as unavailable property by the circar, and none have ever been sold in this
district for an arrear of revenue.”

Sou'm Ancor: .—-The collector in the southern division of Arcot thus
described the state 0 slavery in 'his district :—- ,

i “ The slaves in this coliectorate are most of the Pully and Pariarcastes, and the
majority of them are chiefly devoted to the pursuits of agriculture.

“ The number of slaves of both sexes, including children, amounts to upwards of
1 7,000 in this district, and they appear to have been generally born in a state of
servitude,’through some contract of their forefathers. The Hindoo code of laws,

5 religious and civil. seems, however; to declare that the Soddra tribe are naturally
born in a state of servitude; and although some of the superiors ofthe sub-divisions
of that tribe in modern days, have emancipated themselves from this degrading
thraldom, yet the lower castes are always looked upon as natural slaveS, the pro-
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perty of any person who contributes to defray their marriage expenses, which-is the
ordinary way at present of constituting hereditary slavery.

“Previously to the assumption of the Carnatic; the owners of slaves were em-
powered to punish them, either by castigation or confinement, for any misdemeanor
or fault, at their discretion, but that power, subsequently to the British administra.
tion, has ceased to be exercised.

“ The possessions and the acquisitions of slaves are generally considered to be
the property of their masters, who, however, usually relinquish them to the family
of the slave.

“ Slaves cannot enter into any matrimonial connection without the consent of
their owners, who, as they defray‘ the expenses of the marriage, virtually revive the
contract of hereditary bondage, for the offspring of slaves are always regarded as the’
property of their father’s owner.

“ It is stated, that the slaves of this district can be sold by their ownersto any
person and to an alien village, and that no slaves are attached to any particular soil
or village; but» I am induced to believe, that such a practice is at Variance with the
rights annexed to the state of real bondage, for in some Meerassi villa es, it is known
that the Meerassidars have advanced pretensions. to possess an equa proportion of
the slaves with their share of the villages, and I also believe that such a practice is
hardly ever resorted to. The price of a male slave and family, when sold by their
owner to another person, varies considerably, and ranges from IO to 50 pagodas.

“ The owners of slaves are required to provide them with food and clothing, to
defray their wedding expenses, and to aesist them on the births of children, and in
their funeral charges. The food differs according to the opulence of the owner, but is
always sufficient for subsistence, or the owner permits the slave to serve elsewhere
during his poverty. The clothing is very scanty, except when the slaves are chiefly
emplo ed for domestic purpoSes; and I cannot discover, that the apparel is de-
signe ly calculated to portray the class of the wearers.

“ The duties of slaves are to attend the cattle and agriculture, and to assist in
domestic services, connected with the house or person of their owners.

“ It does not appear that enfranchisement of slaves ever takes place; yet as some
owners have been reduced to indigence, and are unable to employ or subsist their
hereditary slaves, those persons are ostensibly free, and labour for any person who
will employ them. Cases of emancipation occur in the extinction of the owners
families ;. and from this description of Soodras, who still sacrifice their liberties,
modern slaves are constituted, for they are mostly very needy, and consent to per:
petual and hereditary bondage for about 20 or 30 pavodas, which then cultivator
advances for the celebration of a marriage ceremony. in no instance, I believe, do
engagements exist where a labourer discharges such a loan by his manual labour.

“ Tumerous examples occurred in former times, I believe of Mahomedans pur-
chasing Ilindoos as domestic slaves, whom they circumcised and converted to their
religion ;' but I am informed these cases are rare now. Bramins and other superior
classes purchase Scodras also for domestic purposes, and the persons so purchased,
are constituted hereditary slaves. The class of dancin girls are also in the habit of
purchasing young girls, chiefly from the Kykulla or eaver caste, for the purpose
of educating in their profession; and the children of those girls, if females, continue
to form a portion of the company to which their mother was attached.

“ The foregoing are the chief particulars of the information I have been able to
collect upon the subject of the slavery, as it obtains in this district, to which may be
added, that owners of slaves are bound to protect them in sickness and old age;
and although the state of servitude is ever repugnant to nature and humanity, yet
I do not hesitate to express my opinion, that the state of bondage, as it prevails in
India, is free from many objections that exist against the West Indian slavery; for
here the convention-is mutual. The slaves enjoy the purchase money, and are not
compelled by oppressive power to become 'bondsmen in a foreign land. ; and as their
contracts proceed from themselves, the odium annexed to the despotic mode of con-
stituting slavery in Africa is obviated.”
CHINGLEP‘UT: lo.-—-The Beard have extracted such parts of the report of the

collector in the zillah of Chingieput as relate exclusively to slavery ; the rest of his
letter relates principally to the mode of ‘cbnducting the cultivation by the Meras-
sidars, and the privileges assumed by them, and may hereafter be taken into consi-
deration, if necessary. ‘

l lg—On the subject of slaves, the collector observes, “' this latter deScription
(namely slaves) were formerly only possessed by Vellairs, but subsequently both by
Reddies, Camavars and other Soodras.

» “ This
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“ This vassalage still exists in some degree in this district, it may therefore be ac-
ceptable to demonstrate the system under which it is carried on ; which I shall endeaJ
vour to do, as far as my own observation and the information I can obtain will admit.

“ The Pariahs of this district, denominated Adami, (the Tnmul name fora slave,)
have long been in vassalage to the Vellairs, and they have subsequently been pos-
sessed by Reddies, Camavars, and other descriptions of Soodras, but are never owned
b Bramins.

“ The 'mode of obtaining these adami is by their voluntary disposal of them-
selves, either fer 3. Sum of money, or upon some other agreement, in consideration
of which they pledge themselves to service, and are at the disposal ofthe pur-
chasers, either for resale, mortgage or gift; and whenever transferred, are ever con-
sidered as slaves, and compelled to labour upon receiving subsistence and raiment,
provided such labour be not of a nature derogatory to religious prejudices. These
persons are not in any away attached to the land, but are the property of the in-
dividual, and may by him be called away for cultivation in other parts, or for other
duties whichomay be assigned to him.

“ In thus submitting himself to vassalage, he involves for ever his posterity; but
the claim to his children does’ not always rest with his immediate proprietor.

“ In the event of his marrying with one of the families belonging to his master,
the children all becOme his property; but should he marry with a female slave of
another person, the children of such marriage mostly become the property of the
proprietor of the female, though in some villages the custom is otherwise; and in
the event of a female slave having children previous to her marriage, their disposal
depends upon the custom of the village, as they sometimes become the property of
her master, and are sometimes made over with herself to her husband upon their
marriage.

“ Those employed in the cultiVation of the lands, and to which this report prin-
cipally refers, have', for the-most part, their allowances regularly rendered to them;
so much gfain being granted to each labourer, and a proportionate subsistence for
each of his children or others of the family. They are bcused and clothed; and
during the principal festivals, certain other allowances are made them both in
money and articles required for their ceremonies. Their marriages are also per-
foi'med at the charge of their masters; and when reduced by infirmity, they are also
supported by their proprietors.

“ The condition of this description of people, composing the chief part of the
Pariahs of the district. has of late years considerably chnn ted. This may, in a great
measure, arise from the vicinity of their situation to Me ras, where this system is
known to be abrogated. Many of them there obtain employment, and their pro-
prietors would find it difficult to reclaim them; and the regulations have so far
circumscribed the authority formerly exercised by the proprietors over'this descrip-
tion of their servants; that they cannot keep them under control as heretofore, when
the power was vested in them of inflicting very severe corporal Punishment, or
confining them for the neglect of the duties assigned them; and learn, that in
former times the discipline exercised by the proprietors over their slaves, was of a
very severe description. The proprietors now finding A themselves incapable of
employing their services, or rather to control them as arbitrarily us heretofore, com-
plain less of the loss of this description of property.

“ The adami, or slaves, are also possessed by. many of the Vellairs, &c. who are
sookavasies, and who have long established themselves in the cultivation. of parti-
cular: villages ; but their situation in such cases is similar to those in the service of
other soodras.

“ I have made a particular inquiry relative to the,CIaims said to be admitted to
the pariahs‘and pullers, as noticed in the 14th paragraph of your Board’s minute,
h’ut cannot find that any allowances are in this diStrict accorded to them, except
pooreallum, calavasen and alund-adey. I believe there are some instances, where
meerassy has been claimed by reddies, ‘ or other sookavasies, upon the plea of long
otcupation; ahd in which they continue undisturbed.

“ The sale of adami has been, I believe, of 'late years, discontinued, or of very
rare Occurrence; and in these partsno attachment of such property has, l-faney,
ever been made on acCOunt of the dues of government."
TMCHINOPOLY : 12.——The collector in Trichinopoly has discussed the subject

' at some length; but as his observations appear to be worthy of consideration, the

Board have thought it properto transcribe the whole of them. . .
“ 'In pursuing this inquiry, I'shall proceed to discuss the followmg pomts :—

lst.—“ The’ ori tin of ullers, or a ric‘ultural slavery.
125. b p g . 2d.—“ The
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2d.—“ The number of pullers in Trichinopoly, and the nature of the services
they are bound to perform.
3d.—“ Their rights, privileges, and emoluments.
4th.——-“ Whether they are well or ill-treated, and the policy or otherwise of doing

away the establishment.”

The Origin of Pullers, or Agricultural Slavery.
“ It is, I apprehend, indisputable, that in the earliest ages of Hindoo govern-

ment, agricultural and domestic slavery existed to a considerable and indefinite ex-
tent. The practice was sanctioned "by prescription, and upheld by law ; but it will
be found, that the terms of bondage, and the nature of the services required from the
slaves, difl'ered essentially in almost every district.

“ No distinct information can be obtained at what period agricultural slavery
commenced. It is now impossible to trace, whether this establishment took its rise
from the voluntary submission of the indigent to the wealthy,‘or,. whether the
pullers were originally captives taken in war. But as this species "of bondage is
generally the concomitant of barbarous governments, it must of necessity have
been a very antient institution of the Hindoos. Under their arbitrary government,
the distinctions of caste were scrupulously maintained ; and adverting to the circum-
stance of the meerassidars in Trichinopoly being Bramins, it scarcely excites sur-
prize, that agricultural slavery should exist here unchanged and undiminished.”

The Number of Pullers in Trichinopoly, and the Nature of the Services they
are bbund to perform.

“ In the wet districts of Trichinopoly, the number of pullers may be stated at
10,000, including those employed for the purpose of watching and feeding the
cattle. In the dry districts, there are about 600; butI must here observe, that
pullers are only. to be found in those villages where there is paddy cultivation. The
pullers of the dry districts appear to be liable to the same rules, and to possess
the same rights, as thoseof the wet districts.

“ The services they perform are chiefly confined to theirrigation .of the landin
its several stagesof cultivation; but their services are also occasionally required by
their masters in the menial offices of their household establishment. If a wall or
pundall is required, the pullers are obliged to erect it without any further recom-
pense than their usual and established emoluments.

“ The pullers are usually sold with the land ; but there are many cases in which
they may be purchased, independent of the land. Thevprice of a puller varies from
five to ten pagodas, according to his age and qualifications. Their services are
also occasionallylmortgagedtas corroborative of whatI advanced in the latter part
of paragraph 3 3 a puller or female puller is never sold ; while it would appear, that
in Malabar, men. women and children are sold indiscriminately."

V Their Rights, Privileges and Emoluments.

“ The pullers are supposed to be entirely supported by their masters, in sickness
and in health. Their marriages are made at the expense of the meerassidars,~ as well
as the expense of their funerals. They enJ y some little gratuity at every birth, and
receive a certain established sum at the principal Hindoo festivals.

‘ The extent of cultivation to be made by a pul- “ I have “0th in the margin ‘1“ a‘ “St 0f the yearlyler and by a pullee, is n50 cullu‘ms-of paddy. emoluments a puller is pmperly entitled to receive, and
Annual Emolumenm - theseemoluments, though small, .I have every reason to

Wamm of a puller cul‘ - - . — 8 51 believe are scarcely ever withheld.
D. 0” pullee 9 £— > “ Whether they are well or ill-treated, and the Policy

_ - 15. ~§ or otherwise of doing away with the EStablish-Batta at the commencement of each ment.

Solffizzugspgsf313:5g : _' _: _ 3 g “ I have eXamined the jpullers themselves on this
Reaping share a’ 5 per cent - - _. 7 6 subject, ahd asked them what course they would pursue.Thrashing d° - - - - - n - if ill used. They replied, they would seek other masters
gingghfeasf '_' .: : : : _’_ :§ at a‘ distance,’ who would treat them more kindly. In
Grimadzva d° _ _ . _ _ _ 1 4 corroboration of thislfact, I have never received a com-

Proposed addition of wnrum a’ 2 per.
cent

plaint, either in 'my fiscal or magisterial capacity, since 

Tmahnnm ' ' 26 1% 55th. my appointment to this district, from a puller against
_ - __ 3 _ _ his master. The right of the puller is so distinctly de-

__ ' fined by custom, and the interest of the meerassidar so
’9 1* 5%‘8- Sflbstantially affected by the good conduct and healthlef

t 6
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the puller,_ thatit is hardly (fossibie' [to suppose- the Continsencifi estimated:
' - ' , . Fora marriage - - -meerasmdars would be so blm to their ovm interest as For abirth _ _ _ _

to cause their pullers to abscond, or- by harsh treatment 120” death - .-. .
seduce them to: sickness.

“ From what has been already stated, it will be found
that agricultural slavery. has existed in this district.-from
time immemorial. I shall now submit my opinion, as to
the‘poiicy, or Otherwise, of abolishing the establishment.

“' There is something so revolting and abhorrent to an Englishman in the idea of
slavery, that the advocates for its continuance in any shape must ever labour under the
disadvantage of pre-judg’ment. Notwithstanding this, I shall endeavour to show, that
so far as relates to the revenue of this district, (and I trust my opinion will not be
Supposed‘to extend further), the abolition of the puller system would be attended
with the most serious and ruinous consequences.

“ It has been the custom to describe the pullers as the lowest order of society,
involved in‘ wretChedness' and misery, and reduced to a condition, ‘ scarcely superior
to that of the cattle which they, follow at the plough.’ In Malabar, it would also
appear, that the human form has even changed its wonted appearance, and that
the slaves are distinguishable by their diminutiveness.

“ This theme holds out a fine subject for declamation‘; but so far as it relates to
this class of people in Trichinopoly, it is highly errOneous, inasmuch as there is no
class of .peOple generally so athletic or tall in stature as the pullers.

“ It may possibly be urged, that there is something degrading in a government
being concerned in selling human beings, ‘ like to so many cattle.’ It would,
perhaps, be better if it could be avoided ; but so long as the land coutinues pos—
sessed by Bramin meerassidars, who, by the immutable laws of caste, are prevented
personally exercising the offices of agriculture, I see no possible means of collecting
the revenue, nor of cultivating the land, without the establishment of pullers.
Divestin this discussion of national feeling, the most obvious inconvenience and
evil whic attend it, are, that a man, for the sake of food and the other necessaries.
of life,'is condemned to perpetual labour. I exclude all unreasonable rigour on
the. part of the master, because 'I have already shown, that the ruling principle of
human conduct, self interest, is conducive, in the present instance, to soften severity.
But whether this obligation to perpetual labour, on the part of the puller, is not
fully requited by a perpetual certainty of maintenance (for which those who work
for hire are often ata loss) may. I think, be fairly doubted. Itis, however, possible,
that the advocatesof freedom may think with Cicero, and the third judge in
Malabar, ‘ Mihi liber esse ni‘n videtur, qui non aliquando nihil agit.’

“ For the sake of argument,‘ however, I will suppose, that by proclamation of
g0vernment, the establishment is directed to be abolished. In this case, I appre-
hend the direct consequences Would be, either an immediate desertioh of the’ pullers
in a body, 01‘ that they would remain in statu qu0.__ The first would be the natural
conduct of any class of society having experienced ill usage from their former
masters, and the latter course would be adopted by the pullers. if they had no reason
to complain. If the pullers absconded, it is clear that no revenue could be col-
lected; for who isto supply their place? And in this case, would government
have any claim on the meerassidars? The latter would naturally say, you have
taken away our means of paying; you have reduced us to poverty; you have abo-
lished an establishment which has existed for ages, and have thought proper, at our
expense, to emancipate our slaves, which prescription and our laws made as much
our property as the houses we live in. By the laws of our caste, we are prevented
tilling our land; and yet you ask us to pay a revenue, which alone can be paid
from its produce.

“‘ On the other hand, should the proclamation have only the effect of leaving
things as they are; if the pullers remained with their masters as heretofore, the
only benefit resulting therefrom would be, that government had published a proclaf
mation, without any attention being paid to it. It would be at best a useless, if
not a dangeroUs document. ' Hence to emancipate them entirely, would be ruinous
in its consequences, both to the revenue and the puller; for emancipation in India
would 'confeij no rights beyond what the puller at present enjoys. Though unminally
emancipated, he and his children would remain the lowest order of society; he

' would either continue at the plough, possibly under less favourable circumstances
than at present, or seek a livelihood by more daring means. In short, I have no
doubt, as justly observed by the Board, that ‘ it might be dangerous too suddenly
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to disturb the long establishedrelations in society eubsistirig between those two
orders.’
“ While I have endeavoured to point out thedanger which might probably result

from the emancipation of the pullers, and that it would be ~‘ productive of evils
for which no adequate remedy can be‘deviéed,’ 'I take the liberty of suggesting‘to
the Board a method by which. the'si'tuation of this industrious order of society
might be permanently and substantially improved, without resorting to legislative
enactment. The sacrifice, on the part of government, would be trifling and incon-
sequential,: compared With the benefits which would certainly accrue to'the pullers.
Should the Board think proper to adopt the recommendation, it would be a sacrifice,
in my. opinion, worthy the liberality, and consonant to the wisdom of government.

“' By a reference to the list of emoluments, it will be found, that the established
Warum of- the pullers amounts to 10 per cent. By adding 2 per cent to this
warum, the situation of the pullers would be greatly benefited, and. the expense to
government would be (taking the revenue of the wet districts in round numbers)
not more than 2,000 pagodas per annum. This sum would materially tend to the
conifort of 10,000 people, by 'whose industry and manual labour the country is cul-
tivated, and who, in point of fact, are the creators of revenue; for it must be ad-
mitted, that. although the meerassidars are the payers of the revenue, receiving a
larger warum than the creators of the revenue, yet still they are an idle, useless
race, ‘ born to consume the fruits of the earth.’ "
CANARA: 13.-—The collector in Canara states, “ that the origin of slavery in

“ Canara, is tov‘be traced from extracts from an ancient book, called Sheeha‘dry
Pooranum, but by no means an authentic record.”

14.——This treatise is stated to contain a fabulous narrative, which, when divested
of its oriental imagery and metaphors, will be found to attribute the origin of slavery
in Canara" to the right of conquest.

15.—-—The Board propose to pass over the details taken from the Sheehadry
Pooranum, and proceed to transcribe such parts of the collector’s report as relate
to the present state of slavery in Canara.

Right of sale.—“ The right of sale was, and is still, the master’s exclusive pri-
vilege, either with or. without the land. The price varies, and is settled amongst
the purchasers and sellers. The usual rates are as follow :—

For a strong young man, from 12 to 26 rupees.
D' a strong young woman, 12 to 24 rupees.
D' a child; never under four rupees.

b “ It is customary to pass‘ a bill of sale, on a bargain being made, or a mortgage
0nd.
“ The transfer, by purchase or! gift, is attended with a short ceremony, both

between the seller, or giVer and. receiver,' and the slave. The slave drinks some
water from his brass basin, and calls out; “ I am now your slave. for ever.” The
zillah court, I understand, has guaranteed this right by decrees, both on transfer "of
landed property or on sale, in execution of decrees.” .

Peculiarities.-——“ The master can lend his slaves out on hire. He'can sell the
husband to one person, the wife to another. This is not often done, because neither
of the purchasers can be sure of keeping his purchase. Thus the great law 'of nature
seems even in these humbled creatures, to be acknowledged by their owners. Care
is always taken in purchasing, not to carry the slave to any distant estate; their
attachment to the soil on which they were born, being well known.”

“ The master can sell the children ; but this is seldom done, from the foregoing
cause, the fear of desertion.”

“ The master, according to his means, feeds and clothes his slaves. He never
pays them wages in money,‘ but presents. them, on their marriages, or particular
ceremonies, with a small sum. The quantity of food and clothing to a slave, varies
in every talook. It does not seem to be regulated by any rule,” although it would
appear that some original quantum obtained. The average may be thus estimated :

FOOD. CLOTHING.

A man - - §- Canara seer coarse rice, Two pieces of cauthey, six
two rupees weight salt, cubits. In some talooks, a
alittle beetle nut and leaf coonibly and roomal given.

A woman - l seer 1 (1", seven cubits.

A child - - i d’ 1 (1“, four d“.
“ The
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“ The Salt, béetel, &c. is optional. It is also customary to give them c'onjee from
the master’s house; From every inquiry, .I cannot learn that any want Or cruelty
is experienced by the slaves,- the master being well aware, that, on any ill-treatment,
shey will desert him‘ ; and that the trouble and expense attending their recovery Would
perhaps amount to. the Value of the deserters."

Rights 'and , privileges of the slave.—-“ Slavery seems to be inconsistent with
rights and privile§es, if I understand the correct meaning of the terms. On these
points, therefore, can only generally state, that the dhers of Canara possess none’.”

Peculiarities.—-—“ Asa dietinct class ofrpeople,‘ they have distinet customs. These
consist in their marriages and religious ceremonies; they. have no day which they
can call their own‘. It oftén happens, however, that a kind master, on .any of his
great ceremonials, grants to his slaVes that day to themselves, and free from all
labour. They accompany the corpse of their. mastertothe funeral pile, at a respect~
tul distanCe, shave their'heads, and cry out. The cloth which covered the corpse,
is given to slaves. The twelve‘classes have difl‘erent custbms. A dher can be turned
out 'of his sect,- if he eats the flesh of a cow', by an assembly of the caste; but it is
of no consequence to the owner. Some classes eat cows flesh. A few in the Byv
Holler learn to write. If a dher accumulates a little teal or personal prOperty, he
retains it independent‘of his» master. The dhers either burn or bury their (lead.
The master‘of a deserving slave sometimes gives him a slip of ground, which he may
Cultivate for his own use. He also enjoys the produce of such trees, roots and vines,
as he. is permitted to plant; but the right in the soil or tree, is in the master.”

“ They sacrifice to the devil only ; they have no priests performing their cere-
monies themselves. These are three times in‘ a year ; they cannot ever perform them'
without the master's permission ; for as they are prohibited borrowing money from‘
any one but himself, they are compelled to get the means from him. The same
applies to their marriages. There does not exist any'interference on the part of the
master in the ceremonies; but if the slave of one man marries the female slave of
another, the'child born of that marriage,‘if- a male, goes to the owner of the male,
and vice versa.” ‘

“ The number of slaves of all descriptions in Canara, has never been correetly
ascertained ; they may be estimated 'at eighty-two thousand."
16.—MALABAR.—'In Malabar (exclusive of Wynaad)~the number of slaves

is estimated by the- collector at 'one hundred thousand.
Par. 6.—“ Theyare, says the collector, slaves ofthe Soil, and are generally attached

to the land of the proprietors of the ground on which‘they were born; but this is
by no means considered an essehtial point, being frequently transferred by sale,
mortgage or hire.”

I7.—In 'h'lalabar, as in the West Indies, a' man’s wealth is as much appreciated
by‘thé number of his slaves, as by any other’property he may possess.”

“ In one sect they observe; what in, the documents which'accompany this is
termed makka-tye; in another they'observe the marra makka-tye; the former being
the common lawsof kindred, thelatter similar’ to~the custOms among the Nairs, in
which inheritance goes to the sister's son, and this constitutes the Value of a female
of one caste Over that of the male, and vice 'bersd,‘a male being being more valuable
Where the progeny goes with him.

“ The marriage contract is’ made entirely among the parents of the parties,
without any interference on the part of the proprietor, to whom, however, it is
necessary to make kn0wn' the pr0posed connexion.
“ No valuable consideration is given by the male for the possession of the female

to the owner. The contract may be dissolved at the' pleasure ofthe parties connected,
in which event the husband takes off the marriage necklace (commonly composed
of shells ‘or. brass ornaments), Which makesthe dissolution complete, and each are
at liberty to form" new connexions ; but . whilst the- Contract lasts, I have had
Opportunities in my magiStei-ial capacity, when an ’aSsistant in the courts; of
observing a wonderful degree of jealousy and te'nacionsness of family honour,-
Wh‘en contrasted with the general appearance, habits, and apparently brutish‘
stupidity of these castes.

“ The measure of subsistence to be given by the proprietor is fixed, and he is
bound by the prescribed customs of the country to see it served out to them daily.
A frequent failure on the part of the master' to perform this duty, is sure to be
attended with deséertibnto another from whom they expect kinder usage; and when”
this does take place, the recovery of them is attended with difficulties that are. not
easily overcome; for, independent of being obliged to have recourse to courts of
justice, months and years perhaps elapse before they can discover to what plates
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the slave absconded. In short,‘the prfoprietonfeels'it his interfist to see them Well
treated, throughapprehensions of the consequence of ,angopposite conduct. Ii;
former days; the proprietorpossessed the power of_- life; and death over his slaves ;
but this was probably seldom or ever had recourse to, and desertion only would, in
all probability, have been one of the motives for so rigorous a measure, but there
were many circumstances which would have operated as a check upon the gratificaw
tion of. this species of severity and revenge.-.

“ I do not immediately recollect any instance of a chuma, having appealed to a
court of justice for protection from the ill usage of his master ;’ butinstances are
not wanting of persons. having‘been brought to justice and to a severe account for
the murder or wounding of :a slave; and as— it is universally known throughout
Malabar, that British justice considers the lifeof thelowest individual as valuable as
the highest charactet in the country, and that as severe a measure of- retribution
would fall on the head of the murderer of a slave as of arajah, we may consider
them as well protected by the laws as any other race,of beings.

“. In some respects churmas may be considered in more comfortable circumstances
than any of-the lower and poorer class of natives. , An instance of a churma being.
a beggar is unheard of.; they andtheir families are sure of having the means of
subsistence, as if . the owner should be rendered unable to afford this, he will sell,
mortgage, or hire his churma to another, on whom would devolve theduty as well“
as interest, in affording such subsistence as to enable the churma to go through the
labours of theday. Contrast this .with the situation of .a free born-but poor
labourer, depending upon the labours of a day for his subsistence, unable, perhaps,
tofind employment, with a wife and family to support, and no .one- to whom he
can look up for protection or subsistence.

“ Slaves (in another place observes the collector), may be described as a distinct
caste, with;appropriate and distinct customs, which have been handed down to

them by their- ancestors, and which are by them religiously adhered .to, and they
may:j be, ’I conceive, viewed in any light but that of an abject and horrid state of.
hen a e.’

' l 8.3Thekcollector has inclosed in his report the detailed answers. of the Tahsildars
in the several talooks composing the province of Malabar, to certain questions put
them on thesubject of . slavery, and to these the ‘Board. beg leave to refer the
government for information, respecting the different peculiarities observable .in the
condition of_slaves throughout the district. .

19,:.—The_ collector has also inclosed an extract from Major Walker’s report, .on
the tenures of Malabar, in .whichwill‘be found some interesting but limited infor‘
mation, respecting the conditions of slavesin that province. V

A It is difficult, with the coufined knowledge which we possess of the ancient history of
India, to trace back with any degree .of correctness the origin of slavery, or the
successive stepsby which it has reacheduit .present state; it certainly has existed
from time immemorial in this country, and it is stated in Mr. Colebrook’s Digestof
Hindoo Laws, that there are Seven different modes of obtaining slaves recognized
by. the laws of the Hindoos.

“ There areslaves of seven sorts, one made captive under a standard or in battle;
one maintained in consideration of service ; one. born of a female slave in the
house ;, one Sold; or given, or inherited from ancestors ; and oneenslaved by way of
punishment.”

2l.——These various methods of acquiring slaves werenot confined in the earlier
ages to the Hindoos, but appear to .have been common to all other ancient nations,
and were either provisions of written law, or what was equally binding, .the esta~
blished customs of the countries where they prevailed.

22,.——It was a maxim of ancient law, that the conqueror became the lawful master
of the enemy whom he had subdued or spared.°,"’_ and although this origin of slavery
appears to have been the most ancient, and perbaps the most natural,. the custom,
of voluntary entering into a state of bondage, or as the Hinddo law describes it,
being “ maintained in consideration of service,” would seem also to have prevailed
very generally in the earliest agesT

23.—Slaves
 

‘ It has been observed, that the Latin word serous (which signifies not a hired servant, but a slave),
is derived from servurc, “ to preserve,” and that such men were called (end, because they were captives
whose lives were presented, on the condition of their becoming the property of the victor.

1‘ “V And lo! we being brought into bondage, our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some of
our daughters are brought into bondage already, neither is it in our power to redeem them, for other
men have our lands and our vineyards.” Nehemiah, c. 5, v. 5.
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'93.=—-'Slaves 'who had thus fallen into the hands of others by the [right of conquest,
«by a voluntary centract, became the absolute property ‘of their‘masters, and
could be “ sold; given,’ or-inherited‘from' ancestors,” both by the =Hindoo law's as
above stated, and by the laws of other nitionsi"
"24.4—80 completely inde'ed'did those who had thus purchased life ’and‘sdbsistence

‘by the sacrifice of-al that can render lifedesirable, become the property of their
masters, that they were incapable 1' by law of acquiring any property whateVer of
their‘ownghnd'this is still the case in India as already'stated by 'many‘ of the Collectors,
andas reeogoizedby th'eHindoo law. , . '

Mena.-‘-‘.‘ Three persons, a wife, ‘a son, and a slave, are declared by lawvto have
in general no wealth exTclusively their own; the wealth which‘they may earn is regu—
larlyacquired'for the man to whom they belong.” .
“A .Brahmanah may seize without hesitation, if he is distressed for subsistence,

the gobds of his Soodra slave, for as that slave can have no property; his=maSter
may take his goods.”—Colebrooke, book iii, ch. I, section 52.

-25.-——The Board will not lengthen these proceedings by noticing the chariges which
have taken -place.iu the state of slavery in other countries, or :by comparing the
conditions of this classyof people in India, with that of their brethren in other parts
of‘the world. . It will suffice to state,‘ that slavery, as at present. understood in
Europe, cannot be said to exist in India; and that although there is a class 'of
people here denominated‘ “ slaves,” their condition, treatment: and circumstances
differ very' widely fr'om‘thrtt ‘of the unfortunate beings similarly designated in the
West Indies or in Africa. ' _

26.—:In India, the slaves, , where they do now exist; although they can be sold;-
transt'erred or given awa ‘, cannot be forcibly dragged from‘their native country, and-
doomed to a life'of bOn age in a foreign'land; a traffic in' slaves, as ‘carried on‘with
Africa, is entirely unkmiWn in'- India, and slaves in India are-to be viewed rather
as;u5eful and laborious instruments of agriculture, or of domestic service, than-as
articles of commerce. '

'27.'—.-The slates in this part of India may be divided into-two very. distinct
classes ; the one consisting of the slaves 0f 'Mussulmanst', ‘the other of the slaves Of
Hindoos; The former are exclusively domestic, slaves employed in the 'house,: and
are commonly purchaSed whilst infants, and brought up. in the Mussulma'n faith by
their masters ;' many of them are females, employed in the sera'glio' 'or harem of‘the
richer Mussulmans, to attend on their ladies; and once 'there inclosed, they are'
seldom allowed"egreSS‘ from .it,' as‘ they are viewed as part of'that establishment;
which ‘it'is the chief point of honour-‘with a Mussulman to guard from the view of:
another. .The men slaves are employed as- menial serVants; and having free com-
munications with others, and means of complaint, are generally well treated, but
none," except'those who have access to the recesses of' the haram, can judge of the-
treatment which-the females receive. .The Mussulman SlaVes, however, are compa-
ratively few in number; the great slave population consists of the “Hindoo slaves, of
whom ndne are ‘c0nfined; and all of whom; with the exception of a very few," are
employed in agriculture, and may be termed field slaves, though odcasionally-em-
ployed in domestic service.
~28.—¥The condition and treatment of slaves in the East .‘hasfgeperally been 'mild

and :‘humane ; 'and' even some of those laws, which"'recognize a property in the
person of slaves, also» inculcate and enjoin, in the strongest terms, the pra‘ctiCe of
lenity,'. moderation and kindneSs. towards them. i '

“ Tenderness towards slavesf’ says the learned translator of ‘Hedaya, speaking
of Milssulmatislaves,‘ ‘5 is certainly a prevalent principle in the Mussulman law ;”
and in the 24th chapter of the Koran, thistendernes's is strongly en_for‘ced‘with
respect to certain points in‘the 'do'm‘estic treatment of them: .So, favourable; indeed,
are the Mahoinedan laws towards slaves, that they are only’ liable, in certain cases,
to- half the punishment which is adjudged to other offenders.

‘ “ Moreover,"

‘. “ The selling of themselves or children to slavery, was always the practiceof the German nations,
and was continued by the Anglo Saxons." Hume’s Hist. of England, vol. 1. Appendix 1.

V. 45.—“ Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye
buy, and of their families that are with you, which they beget; in your land, and_they.shall be your
possession: and ye shall take them as an inheritance foryour children after you, to Inherit them for a
possession, they shall be, your bondsmeu for ever,” Levmcus, chap. xxv, .

‘l‘; ‘_‘; But the slaves or .villains.»(among the Saxons) wereqby much the unrest numerousclass ‘ln the
community, and being the property of their masters were incapable of holding any property themselves.
Russell's Mod. Europe, v. 1, letter viii. See also Hume's. vol. 1. page 211.
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“‘~Moreover‘,” (says the Hedaya}, “as bondageee‘casions theparticipation of only
half the blessings of life; it also occasmns the sufi'ermg of only one half the punish-
ment'; becauSe an ofl'ence‘incr‘eases in magnitude, iii proportion to the magnitude of

blessings under the enjoyment of which it‘ is cotnmitted. . .

29.4—In India, ‘manners and customs, and-wrth them the CODd‘lthD ef the people,

has undergone, it is believed,. in the course of- time, less change than in any.- other.

country.
~ .

30.;It is perhaps to the early division of the people into castes, the consequent

subjection of one part of the community to the ether, and‘ theconcomitant custom

of children inVariab'ly following the same professwn, and obtaining their livelihood
by the same means as their fathers, that the permanency of Indian institutions,,and
the immutability of the manners of the inhabitants is to 'be principally ascribed;

31;—'-Accordingly,' we find that the present state of Hindoo slaves, =as described»

by the collectors, appears to be nearly the same as it was defined and intended to be
by the laws of Menu, but that certain incidents in their villanage, consequent on
the provisions of those laws, which were enacted with a view .to the comfort and
happiness of this race of people, have been looked upon as proofs of .an abject,
degraded and miserable condition.

32.—-The Board allude to the circumstance of slaves being sold and transferred
with the land, -or in payment of. the rent of it. .
33.—The Hindoo law on the subject of transfers of property, speaks of .‘V‘ land:

and slaves employed in the cultivation of it,” and evidently contemplates those two
species of property as one and the same, and as not properly separable from each
other; and we find, that not only in this but in other" countries, it has been usual to
transfer 'the slaves who were-a “ descripti glibaa’i with the land itself. Indeed the
attachment of the Hindoos to the lands which they have always occupied, and to the
village where they have always resided,- isproverbial, and to separate them,.there-
fore, from their ‘native soil, might, under such. circumstances,_ be considered an
additional act of cruelty.
34.—A' certain portion of the produce of‘ ”the soil which they cultivate, is, in the

Tamii country, allowed by the master for the maintenance of his slaves, whose duty
it is to till the ground; and unless they‘ were transferred with the land, the new pro-
prietor, when he obtained possession, might experience difficulty in carrying on-the
cultivation, and the former master might be deprived of the means of enabling him
to afford subsistence to his» slaves.

35.——-The probability 'of being transferred with thetland, moreover-gives; them
therefore on this coast a sort of property in their huts and little spots of ground,
which they can thus occupy without any great fear of being turned out or transferred
contrary to 'their interests, feeling and comfort.. It must, however, be observed,
that on the other coast universally, and even generally on, this coast, slavesare not
neceswriéy sold with the land, although the convenience of all parts seems to. have-
rendered the practice common.

36.-—-With regard to the practice of selling the slaves of revenue defaulters, for
the recovery of arrears due. on which the Board have been directed to report, it
appears, that in the case which has been brought to the notice of government (by
the third judge on circuit in Malabar, thrOugh the Sudder Adawlut) the seizure of
the slaves in question, with a view to their being disposed of by public sale, took
place without the knowledge of the collector, and that on a petition complaining of
the grievance being presented, an order was issued by that officer to restore the
“ paddy seed and chermars” (slaves.)

37.——-The Board observe with great regret, that this order was not obeyed, but
that the four siaves were sold for 32. 3. rupees. ‘ , V
38.—The third judge ‘ on circuit states, «that the collector declined furnishing-

certain information which he had called for, respecting the liability of chermars or
slaves to be sold in satisfaction of arrears of revenue; the collector’s reasons for so

doing
 

4" “ They were of two‘kin'ds,'househoid slaves, after the manner’of 'the'ancients,‘ and rustic slaves.
who were sold ‘and transferred'like’cattie with the soil.” Russel’s Mod. Eur. Vol. L- letter‘ viii. on the
Anglo Saxons.

“ 1n Seotland there certainly existed an‘order' of slaves or bondsmen,‘ who tilled the ground,~were
attached to the soil, 'and with it were transferred‘from one proprietor to another, at a periodiso late as
the 13th century.” Enc._Brit. Art. Slavery. “ Those of them (in the French West India islandsvbefore'
the Revolution in France) who cultivated the plantations were attached to the soil, and could not-he
drawn of to pay debts or be sold separately from the estate on which they lived,”

Ramsay’s Essays on the treatment and conversion of slaves, sec. V.
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doing are submitted ”in a letter. addressed to the Board, under date the 24th No-
vember 1 818, but by some mistake in his oflice, not received by.the Board until the
26th October 1819, from which the following is} an extract:

“ How the third judge could- take up this, as being cognizable before his tribunal,
I am not aWare, nor upon what plea~ could call upon .me as magistrate, to give him
information on revenue points; viz. whether chermars (slaves of the soil) were sold
for arrears of revenue, is-equally inexplicable to me; and even did he wish for this
information, he has been long enough in the-revenue and judicial line to know, that
that the sale of chermars both in ea‘ecutz'on 0f decrees for arrears of revenue, and by
mutual and private contracts, is as common as the sale of land, for if the soil is sold,
what can be the use retaining the slaves of it.”

3'9.——-Statement N” 21, inclosed in the collector’s letter of the 20th July last,
shewed, that in the space of‘five years, no less than 186 have been instituted in the
zillah court of South Malabar'alone, on the subject of slaves; it is reasonable there-
fore to conclude that the judicial authorities on the other coast must‘have been fully
acquainted with all the circumstances connected with slavery, as it exists within
their' respective jurisdictions; and as slaves are stated to have been sold in execution
qf deerces, however much to be regretted, it does not appear so extraordinary that
the‘ slaves of the complainant in the case brought forward by the third judge on
circuit, should have been seized by the revenue officers, and sold, like his other pro-
perty, in satisfaction of arrears.
4o.—Malabar is not the only province where slaves are considered by the native

revenue officers as tangible property, and entered as such in accounts submitted to
the collectors.

41.-——It appears, however, that in Malabar alone have any slaves been sold for
arrears 'of revenue.

42.-‘——The Board proceed to the consideration of that part of the letter from
government under reply, which desires them to state their opinion “ whether the
practiCe which actually prevails” with respect to the sale of slaves “ should be per-
mitted to continue asat present, or whether it ought either to be laid under such
restrictions as would render it less objectionable, or to be altogether abolished, as
productive of ”evils for which no adequate remedy Can be devised.”
Where “ in some respects chermars may be considered in more comfortable cir-

cumstances than any of the lower and poorer classes of natives.” Where “ no want
or cruelty is experienced by the slaves.” Where the “ abolition of the Pullersystem
would be attended with the most serious and ruinous consequences.” Where they
seem not to consider their situation; not to show any “ desire to be free and inde-
pendent ;" where the treatment of slaves by their masters “ is the same as that of
the'othér labourers, which is invgen'eral of a mild nature.” Where “ the slaves are
o'nithewhole better-treated by their. masters than the common class of free labourers.”
Where, finally, humanity on-the part of the masters is encouraged by a sense of
their own interest, and ‘a'disposition to personal cruelty and ill-treatment is checked
and restrained by the establishment of the courts ofjustice, it does not appear to the
Board, that any immediate interfe *ence on the part of the government is particularly
Called for, or that any alteratidnin the existing statezof slavery should be made, ex-
cept by degrees, and after mature and attentive consideration has been given to the
subject. -
43.—But, because no immedia .8 measures are- urgently called for, it does not

follow, that‘ the mast useful, the‘most‘ laborious, and one of the most numerous
classes of our subjects in these ttrritories, should, from generation to-generation,
continuethe hereditary bondsmen )f their masters, incapable of inheriting property
of their oWn,‘ deprived of that sti'mt lus to industry which possession of property ever
inspires; and because they are fecland clothed, and reconciled to thevpresent con-
dition; it‘does not follow'that the government should canfirm institutions, which
doom those-Iwho «have ' thus ‘fallen into this condition incapable of ever again reco-
*vering their liberty, or of rising to a level Withtheir fellow men.

44.—«-Independently of- those principles, hostile to any restraint on liberty, which
are innate in-every British government, and which, as contained in nu Judicial
code; without any express enactment on the subject, have operated to check abuses
'of masters toWards their slaves; and independently also of those feelings. among

. free, men, which naturally prompt them to extend to every one under their govern-
ment the blessingswhich freedom confers, it appears to the Board, on the mere
calculating principle'of self interest and policy, to be desirable, that no one should
be daprived of the means of- acquiring property, or of diffusing those benefits among
society, which proceed from an increase of capital and wealth.

12 5. 45.-—The
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45.-—The Board are decidedly of opinion, that slaves should not be sold for
arrears of revenue ; and prohibitory orders to this effect will be issued to Malabar,
where alone it has occurred. In Malabar and Canara alone, the number of slaves
are calculatedat 180,000; and the Board have now under consideration certain
propositions from Mr. Graeme, the commissioner in Malabar, for the amelioration
of their condition, and the gradual emancipation of slaves in that country.
, 46.-—In the Tamil provinces, the number of .slaves is comparatively few; their
condition is better, and any immediate emancipation of them would be attended 'by
inconvenience, difficulty, and perhaps distress. This might therefore be at-presen't
deferred, until,the.practical remedy for :the gradual abolition of .slavery on themhe;
coast shall have been fully considered and decided on. V ~ _

.47.-—But whatever may be the future decision respecting those who are already
slaves, the Board think that a regulation ought to be published,;to prevent the fur.
ther extension of slavery,.and to ameliorate in, some degree, by a few general enact.
ments, the condition of those who are already slavesa
48.—The further purchase of free persons .as slaves should be declared invalid

and illegal; and all children hereafter born slaves should be declared free. But any
person should be still at liberty to contract for a given sum to labour for ,a term of
years, or for lifey Such contracts, however, should be in writing, and binding upon
the indiVidual- who executes it only, not upon his wife or children. ‘

49.—-Slaves should be declared competent to possess and dispose of their own
property, to the exclusion of any interference therewith 0n the part of their master.

5o.——The Board further submit, whether it would not be proper to annex some
penalty to the purchase of female children, for the purpose of being brought up’ as
prostitutes, in the manner alluded to in Mr. Hyde’s letter.

5I.——It might also be provided, that proprietors are to provide wholesome food
and clothing for their‘slaves; that in- sickness, in age, or infirmity, they shall not
neglect them; that they shall not have the power of corporal punishment ; that
slaves, on being ill-treated by their masters, shall be allowed to claim the privilege
of being sold to another; and that in breach of these laws, or refusal to comply
with-thetn, on the part ofthe master, the slave shall receive his liberty.

52.~slt‘might'further be provided, that slaves shall have power to purchase their
liberty at the price for, which it, was forfeited, and that slaves attached to lands or
estates which ma escheat to government shall be liberated.

53.——Many o theseprovisions will be found .to contravene those of the .Hindoo
law, thich, with respect to Hindoos, is_ declared by the;regulations to be in force;
and the necessity, therefore, of a formal enactment of them in the codewill be suf
ficiently apparent.

.54.-2The collector in Trichinopoly hassubrnitted a.» proposition for ameliorating
the condition of the pullers- in the district, by adding two per cent to their warnm,
which is at present only tenflper cent, By this, he observes, .“. the ,situationgof the
pullers wouldhbe greatly, benefited, andthe expense to government would be (taking
the revenue of the wet districts in round numbers) not more than 2,000 pagodas
per annum. This sum would materially tend to the comfort of 10,000 people, by
whose industry. and‘manual labour the country is cultivated, and ,who, in point of
fact, are the creators of revenue.” 7 .

55.——The Board are not aware of any objection to this measure, audit is accord-
ingly resolved to recommend the adoption of it to government. The collector will
hereafter report the result of it, and the’efl'ects which it may have on the condition
of the people. ‘

5,6.—aResolved.also, That the collector in the .other Tamil districts be.desired to
report, whether a similar measure could not be adopted with advantage in their dis-
tricts; and if so, the extent of remission proposed.

57.7—In conclusion,gthe Board would remark, gthat the ,subject discussed inthese
Kroceedings appears to them of greatimportance ;-,that the suggestions which they
aye submitted should,-therefore, be well weighed beforeuthey are adopted; and that

any legislative, enactment. that may be deemedtrequisitee- be, framed with, great
caution,_,, ,Lt; may‘alsobe for the considerationof government, .‘whetber the subject
may not, _'a_s-,a general one, be referredzip ,the first instance: to;the, supreme govern-
ment, in orderito‘ascertain the state ofslavery in the Bengal territories, and whether
any restrictions are imposed on it there. V

(Trueextractsfl (sighed) A: D.- Cam‘pbell, Secretary.
Ordered to be recorded. ‘
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'Extractpof, av Letter _in. the Jh'dieiai Department from the Court of Directors to
the GOvemm‘ in Council'of Fort St. George,'dated 28th April I 8.24.

I46te4+eln the districts-subject-tod‘your presidency, the rights and,obli-- Letter from Fort St- George:
gations of master andehive, appear to :be'very indistinctly defined; and E? . M3?" .1820 “46"
this obscurity of .the la.w.- we’apprehend to be favourable to the slaves, 0f. fifinie‘g'lflfihflfi "‘8”?
for, whate'ven thelegal. power, ofmaster‘s may be,‘ their actual control over pression and cruelty conimittgd
theliberties >of_thosezpersons who are nominally their, slaves, appears to by ““6"“ Police officers in
Debut smaIL . ‘ . Malabar.

14'7‘.-‘-—'We=desireéthat'rfyou:wilhbe extfemelycautious in-making any regulation
for defining the relations of- m-aSter and slave. It is our'wish to improve the con-
ditien 0f the‘lattei' to the utmost‘extent, and- we fear, that in‘defining the power of
masters‘,-~acts 'o‘f compulsion might belegalized, whiéh by' custom,” are not- now
tolerated, and the slaves might be placed in wivorse'condition' than before“

I48.——We shall defer making any further remarks on the subject till‘we reCeive
a'~furtherfcommunication ‘from- yen.

Eittfa‘ct of a- Lettefliti the J'udic‘ial Department from the GOVemdt in Council Of
Fort St. George ‘th the Court of DirectOr's, dated 3d Febr'u'aryl'l 8'26.

5:6.T—The__qpin'iens and "views stated in these' Letter from the Cou'rt'," 28th April i824. _ .
paragraphs, :coincide With those entertained by us.’ tegés'fitgn‘g'd g?tg‘fifib cafutwust "1 {TTMK “Sly

' ' - " - ’ ~‘- . - ' a . e In er lonvo mas 81' all save e
SUCh ??Fls 9f 0}“? P?Qqefdmgs. as haw? rela¢'0n_t9 present obscurity of the law being favourable to the hitter;
the subject [Of Slavery WI,“ be broughtto the notice gill defer their further remarks until they receive a further
bf yodr honourable Court. communication. '

Cbmmsmunexen ,with the Acting Superintendent of Police at Madras, iti 1818,
relative to the practice of. Kidnapping Children and Selling them ias Slaves to
the more healthy Mahoinedans. '

Extract of a: Letter from the Governor in Cpuncil of Fort St. George to the Court
of Directors in the Public Department, dated 61h February, 1819.

Par; 2’08.-—We' h‘ave Enoted in 'the "margin; a correspondence relative'to-'the C0n8-93d June-
practice of kidnapping children from their parents, for the purpose of selling them gthfiiéth Se t
as‘ §l'av'eS". “AS‘ the ?advocate general was of opinion; that it could net be attended 47, 4.8. p '
with any beneficial result to adopt the sugge‘stidn of the superintendent of police,
that his 'highnese the Nabob and- every Moosulma‘n family should 'be required to
send children that they might wish to buy as slaves to the police, in Order, that
inquiries might be made: to ascertain that they 'had not- been kidnapped,‘ and that
a‘mlel‘te this efi'ect should be- enacted under a regulation, in' Order that a penalty
miaht be annexed to' i’t,‘we'directed the superintendent of police to communicate
With the advocate general; regarding the-‘most proper measures for preventing the
:frequent'OCCurrence of this 'crime.

Extract; Fort St. George Public Consultations, 23d'June 1818.

Read the following letter from the acting superintendent of police :—-—-

To the Chief Secretary to the Government.

Sir :._The apprehension of a native woman, From the Acting Stipe‘tintendeht of Police; bringingto. . . .. . . ‘ . _. notice the’prevalence of the practice of kidna ing childrencharged With havmg entaced a child from the rela m sell “mm as slaves, and recommending the: the sale (’1,
fiOBS,‘ a'nd'aftel' claiming her-asf'her 0Wn,* havmg ’ children {0: slairery”_should be placed under certain regur-
attempted to sell her to a Mussulman as a slave; lations'.‘
had, ’ in the’course .of one day, led no less than eigh t different persons to comlain
to me of the 10’s'sfof their children; nine in nurnber. 7
The whole of these children are females, from six to ten - years of age; and-all,

except" two,- have disappearéw within the 'last two nibhths; theit‘parente ere in
general of the very IOWes'tdesci‘iptionlof the people," but their" tmfetgned distress
and great anxiety'fm‘ the'teéoveryiof children; whoni they Will perhaps find it difii-
eult-to “support,“ evince" feéiin‘gé that ‘wduld ~db honour to the highest classes of 'the

, community. .
Nothing has been, left undone by...the police for the discovery of. these children;

but in the course of my inquiries on the subject, I have arrived at information that
125. induces
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Fort St. George induces me to believe, some interference on the part of government is required, to
Papersz check a crime which appears to be one of the most common at the presidency.

State of Slavery His Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic, the various branches of his family, and
i“ C0‘Ppafly" indeed the whole of the principal Mussulmen at Madras, are in the habit ofpurchasing
Te'r'wnes' , female children to serve as domestic slaves in their families, and to attend their wives

and concubines, who are numerous in proportion to their rahk. To supply them with
these children, native women of the most infamous character are 'in the habit of
enticing to their huts children of the lower classes of the people, with offers of
sweetmeats and money, and having once secured them, they are intoxicated with
drugs and arrack, and taken by bye-paths to Mussulman houses, where they are
sold by the women as their own children. A MusSulman name and dress is then
given to them, and being considered as part of the seraglio, the jealousy in which
a Mussulman’s honour consists secludes from any communication‘with strangers.

Iconsider the late enactments of the British legislature respecting the slave trade
to have reference exclusively to foreign traffic in slaves, 'and not to domestic
slavery, which in this country is, I conceive, legalized by the previous statutes'of
the 2151: and 37th of the King. This also appears to have been the decision of
the Supreme Court; for, win the cases printed by Sir Thomas Strange, the late
chief justice, it is laid down as the judgment of that court, that these statutes
“ recognize the civil and religious usages of the natives, and the rights and au-
thorities of fathers and masters of families, according as the same may have been
exercised by the Gentoo or Mahommedan laws ;” and he adds, that by the

See Vol. I. p. 299. Mahommedan law a master has the power to punish “ his slave” by stripes or im-
prisonment. Indeed, there can be no doubt that domestic slavery is fully recogf
nized by both the Gentoo and Mahommcdan code, as well as by the usages of the
co le.

p Ignder this view of the subject, my object in addressing the government is, that a
communication should be made to His Highness the Nabob through the proper
channel, to prevail upon him and all the members of his family to send every child
that. they may hereafter be desirous to purchase as a slave to the police office, in
order that, previously to the purchase, due inquiries may be instituted to ascertain
that they have not been kidnapped from their parents ; and that I should be
authorized by proclamation to require all other Mussulmans to adhere to the same
rule. Without this, any immediate inquiries of the police respecting such children
will be nearly fruitless, and may be viewed by His Highness and others as an
improper interference with their own domestic arrangements.

Should the government approve some arrangement of this kind, it would perhaps
be proper that the proposed rule should be enacted in a local regulation, in order
that a penalty may be annexed to the breach of it, on the part of either the seller or
the purchaser, for without a penalty, the rule could never effectually be enforced.

These suggestions I have submitted to government, with the view of better regu-
lating the sale of children for domestic slavery, which I understand to be authorized
by law. It would, perhaps, be impolitic immediately to abolish a practice that so
generally obtains; but the gradual restriction of it seems highly desirable, and some
interference on the part of government is loudly called for, to prevent the abuses
to which it is at present liable.
As it is' not impossible thatI may have taken an erroneous view of the law

respecting domeStic slavery within the limits of the Supreme Court, a reference to
the law oflicers of government on that point may be proper before the government
proceed to consider the restrictions thereon now proposed.

I have, &c.
(signed) A. D. Campbell, Acting Superintendent of Police.

Madras Police Office, 27th May 1818.
N‘ 33. Ordered, in consequence, That the following letter be dispatched to the Hon'our-

able Company’s solicitor :—

To the Honourable Company’s Solicitor.
To the Solicitor for the Hon. Company, requiring the Slhz~x am.dlreCted.by the Right Honourableearly report of the Advocate General, on a letter from [he the Governor m councrl, to transmit to you, for

Superintendent of Police, respecting the practice of kidnap- the early consideration and report of the advo-ping children to sellthem as Slaves. cate general, the accompanvinu copy of a letterDated 2711: May from the superintendent of police, respectingr a practice of lddhapping children to1818. be sold as slaves, which is stated to be very prevalent at Madras.
I am, &c.

1 (signed) D. Ilill, Secretary to Government.
F'Wi 5t. (it‘ur'ft‘, 23.4 Jtmn [53-153.
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Fort St. George

Extract, Fort St. George Public Consultations, the .8th September 1818. Papers:
State of Slavery

. , . . ' C ’
Read the followmg letter from the Honourable Company 5 sohc1tor :— "'Te,‘;,5'.‘.§’,a£§”, W—J

To David Hill, Esq. Secretary to Government.

Sir :—Your letter of the 23d Jtine last, and the copy of a letter from the superin- N° 47.
tendent 9f the police, respecting the practice of kidnapping children, were submitted
to the advocate general, and I now inclose a copy of his opinion on that subject.

I have, &c. _ a
- (signed) ’ Robert Orme, Solicitor.

Fort St. George, 27th August 1818. '

The kidnapping of 'children is undoubtedly a great offence, and is punishable by
the law accordingly; but I cannot advise government to adopt'the suggestion of the
superintendent of police, as I think it would be attended with no beneficial result,
and is in many respects objectionable. It may not, however, be amiss, that a
private communication should be made to the nabob on the subject, leaving it to his
highness’s discretion to adopt. such measures of precaution to guard against the mis-
chief, as shall seem to him expedient.

August 26, l 81 8. i _ (signed) Samuel Toller, Advocate General.

Ordered, in consequence, that the following letter be dispatched to the superin-
tendent of- police :— .

TO the Superintendent of Police.

Sir :——-With reference to the letter from Mr. Campbell, dated the 97th of May, N“ 48-
I am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in council, to transmit to you
the annexed copy of the opinion of the advocate general on the subject; you will
communicate with that officer regarding the most proper and effectual measures for
putting the law in force against the offence of kidnapping.

I an), 81.0. '

(signed) , D. Hill, Secretary to Government.

Fort-St. George, 8th September 181 8.

Extract of a Letter'from the Court of Directbrs to the Governor in Council .of
Fort St. George in the Public.Department, dated 28th February 1821.

Letterfrom the Government, dated the 6th February 1819,
(208.) relative to a practice of kidnapping children and
selling them for slaves.Par. 68.——Replied to in- the judicial department.

Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor in Council

Of Fort St. George in the Judicial Department, dated 28th Apnl 1-824.

201.-—The kidnapping of children is stated by the superintendent of police to be (298.) Kidnapping

veny, prevalent at Madras. But as the practice is acknowledged illegal, and of chgledgwfixfhigzg

icourse punishable, it must be checked like other crimes by enforcmg the laws. On 2: slam. 3

the occasion now referred to, the police ofiicers appear to have made every exertion

for apprehending the offenders, but without suCCess. We are .not aware that any

thing else could have been done.

Extract frbm a Letter ii: the'Judicial Department, from the governor and Council

of Fort St. George to the Court of Directors,'dated 3d rebruary 1 826.

69.—These paragraphs have been replied to in our general letter in the public

department, dated 11th’February'1825 (paragraph 212.)" _

‘ This paragraph does not relate to the, subject referred to.

125.
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PAPERS relative toa Nair Child, kidnapped. and‘heid in Slavery at the French
Settlement of Mahé, '18I9.

Extract, Fort St. George Foreign Consultations, 18th November 1819.
Read the following letter from'J. Vaughan, Esq.- magistrate of Malabar, to the

secretary of governmentin the judicial department, Fort St. George, Oct. 7, 1819 :
Sir' z—P'ali l.-.-I deem it a duty incumbent on me to submit to the Right honour:

able the Governor; in council, copy of a correspondence between Monsieur Le Baron
Law deClapern on and myself, relative to the kidnapping of a Nair child,and to offer
a few_o_bservation_s on the subject. . _

-‘2.—I“-beg'ho'wever tol'premise, thatto Monsieur Law I am much indebted, for
his prompt and obliging attention to my application. '

- 3.--A- complaint havinglbeen made against a man by a Nairfor kidnapping his
nephew,~due inquiry was made, during which, the defendant confessed the fact, and
that he had'taken- the child to Mahé, and had sold him to an inhabitant of that
place; that he had received? one rupee 'in advance, and that the-vprice was to be
settled afterwards. _ , ,

4.—-The prisoner was questioned by me as to the name of the personto whom
he sold the child, but pleaded ignorance ; by questioning him however .on the
situation of the house, to the inhabitant of which he sold the child, I was able to.
form what appeared afterwards a correct knowledge of the person. ' '

5.—.—I immediately addressed Mr. Law on the subject, and received an answer,-
in which Monsieur Law gives the purchaser of the child credit for humane motives;
but which, from my longer and more intimate knowledge of various charaCters at
Mahi, I aminclined to withhold m‘y assent. ‘ ' ‘

6.—- Had motives of humanity induced the purchase of the child, it would have
been shown by inquiting into particulars, and informing the chief of Mahi of the
circumstances, and obtaining permission, which Monsieur Law wOuld never have
granted without reference to me on the subject, particularly when the purchase of
the child of a subject of the Company's was the object.

7.-—The first thino the purchaser seems to have done, was to cut off the kindema
or lock of hair, which is the distinguishing mark of Nairs, the loss of which, in a
case of this-instance, involves loss of caste; independent of which, the child has
been induced to eat forbidden victuals, and must now for ever be an outcast. .
8.—In former days, Mahi used to be a place notorious for kidnapping pe0ple of

all ages and castes. who were sold as slaves and transported to Arabia and else-.
'where. '
9.—I therefore submit to the Right hohourabie the Governor in council. Whether

it might not be advisable to take whatever measures may appear to be most proper
to -check ’an evil which may have a; rapid ngth‘, more particularly as I have reaSon
to believe, that this is not the only instance of children having been offered for sale
at Mahi, where, from the frequency of the country vessels touching there, children
and others ‘of this "description, might be spirited away beyond the reach, and with
little probability of detection, and beyond the meansbf recovery. '

~ I have, &c.
Caiicut, October 7th, 1819. (signed) T. Vaughan, Magistrate.

(A.) V
To Monsieur le Baron Law de Clepernon, Chief Commandant, Mahé.

Sirz—I have the honour to request you will give me your assistance in endea-youring to recoverPomangandy Chekkoo, the bearer of this, his nephew, _a boyof about eight years old, named Govinden, who was kidnapped by a man sinceapprehended, and who says he sold the boy to a Portuguese, a native of Mahé, forasan sum, of which he received one rupee in‘advance, as far as I can understandhis description of the house, the owner of which bought the lad ; it appears to meg.the upstair house immediately in the rear or south ofMr. Duneaur’s warehouses, andfacing the d00r which leads out into the street from Mr. Duneaur’s compting-house' ;’
the house was, I believe, originally built by Salan Moopa or his son, since turned
Christian.

I trust I need make no apology for giving you this trouble, which humanity noless than my duty, compels me to give you.
_ . 'I have, 8w.

Cahcut, September 2Ist I819. (signed) T. Vaughan, Magistrate-
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Mon‘sieur-Va'ughan, Magistrat', Calicut.

Monsieur z—J’ai regu hier au soir vers 9 heures; la lettre que vous en’ avez fait
1’ honneur de m’ écrire‘, en'date Dec. 21 .- J ’ ai de ‘suite, selon vos 'deSirs, pris des
informationssur l’ enfant .que. “1’ ,on vous a dit avoir été vendu 5. un des habitans a
Mahé'. Ce petit malheureux m’a été amené ce matin'; i1 dit avoir été enlevé de
chez ses parenskce que s’accorde parfaitement avee le rapport de 1’ homme 'chez
lequelil a ‘été nourrin'usqu’en ce moment, et qui nellé regu que par l’humanité.
11' ,3; define, nan pas line avahce,'mais 'pai' chapité,’ cinq fanons, avec la determina-
tion de lei'laisser libre. C’ était uh squelette, il mouyait de faini de ma connois-
sauce, . plusieurs‘noirs, pmmeg , etfemmes, se soht' déjé'et é plusieurs réprises pré-
sentés 'pOque' vendre"eui—mémesgam'enaht avec‘eux leu'lfs enfans. .
Ce h’estrn'ullementeune lpeine,'Mdns_ie1_1'r,.que Vous 'm‘e" donnez, en m’engageant

i'r‘etrmiVer cet enfant; et "de le 'rendre é. ses parené'; 'sufiim point aussi capitalfje
suis'également comnje ,youé, ghidé par l’ihumanité 'et mon devoir, .mais je suisl"
forcé de cOnve‘mr que la misere d’ on se trouvent reduite de malheureux individus'
que eux'-mé'nies' 'sont prives de tous mayens d’existér, se voyant dans la necessité de
se séparer de leurs enfans, quelques uns, plusieurs méme n’y m’été en vérité
ali'cum intérét.

Agréez, Monsieur, l’assurance de ma considération la plus distinguée.

J’ai, &c.
(signé) Law (1e Clapernon.

_ Reselized, That a .reference be made through the British commissioner at Ponr
dicherry to the French authorities, with the view ofobtaining their concurrence in putw
ting an end_,to the practice‘of kidnapping children, of which an instanceis brought to
the notice of the Beard in the foregoing papers. Resolved, at the same time, That
the ready attention paid by M. Law de Clapemon to the representation of the
magistrate of Malabar, on that occasion, be acknowledged on the part of this
government.

‘ (True extract and copies.) .
(signed) D. Hill, Secretary to Government.

The president states his intention of dispatching the following letter to the Count
Du Puy. ,

TO his Excellency the Count Du Puy; Governor General of the French
Establishment in India.

_Sir':--I have the honour to transmit to you the inclosed copy of correspondence
between the chief of Mahé and the magistrate of- Malabar, regarding the kidnapping
Qfa Nair .child, and to request your Excellenc’y’s concurrence in putting an end to
that pijactice. I have at the same time the - honourto express the acknowledge-
ments of the government of ‘Fort St. George, for the ready attention paid by
M. Law‘de Clapernon to_ the representation of- the magistrate of Malabar, on the
occasxon m question. I have, &c.

Fort St. George, .I5th November 18I9. (signed) H. Elliott.
Approved. ,

Extract, Fort St. George Foreign Consultations, I 3th December 1819.

Read and recorded, the tolldwing letter from his Ekcellency the Couht Du Puy.

A son Excellehce 1e trés honorable Hugh Elliot, Gouverneur de
Fort St. George, &c.

Monsieur 1e Gouverneur z—Il seroit afliigeant que la misére dans certaines con-.
t-rées 'Iudiennes fut portée an point 'd’éteindre la tendfesse naturelle des peres et
meres pour leurs enfans. VC’est, pourtant, 1e motif que me donne l' administra.
teur de Mahé pour expliQuer les enlévemens d’enfans dont on se plaint é'Mahé.
M.Lawl a fait ce qui était en lui pour seconder é- cet -égard l’intention de
Mr. Vaughan; ses démarches lo‘nt reussi, et-je le prierai de dormer unej attention
toute particuliére pour empécher un abus aussi criminel.

I am, &c.
Pondicherry, 26th Nov. 1819. (signé) C" Du Pm}.
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COMMUNICATIONS. from Mr. Baber, and Mr. Wilson, the 3d Judge, and the
Acting 3d Judge of the Provincial Court of Appeal end Circuit for the Western
Divison, to the Government of Fort St. George, m 1819 and 1820, relative
to the treatment of domestic Sla’ves, the sale of free- bom Children into '
Slavery, and the seizing and selling Slaves of the Soil by Auction, for Arrears
’of Rent.

Appendix, N“ 2, to the Proceedings of the Foujdarry Adawlut, March 1820.

Extract Letter from Mr. A. Wilson, Acting 3d Jad? of the Court of Circuit
in the Western Division, to the Register to the oujdarry Adawlut, Fort
St. George, dated 20th November 1819.

Connected with the subject of a case tried this sessions, and now under reference
to the Sudr Foujdarry court, I bring to notice the degraded state of slavery existing
in these provinces, with respect to a race of natives, called Chermars, Pooliars,
Pania’ns, &c. &c. 8m. These people, born in slavery to the soil on which they re.
ceive their birth, are bought, sold, mortgaged and transferred, sometimes with,
or even‘ without the soil, parents and children together, or separate, as the'exigencies
.of the proprietors demand. I am not prepared at present to enter into any detail
with respect to the extent of this cla'ss of people, their treatment or peCuliar in-
terests; I have brought the subject to the notice of the court, as connected with
a case now under reference; and if thejudges should be desirous of obtaining further
information; I suggest, that the magistrates and criminal judges may bedirectedrto
report fully, through the medium of the provincial court. The subject is, un-
doubtediy, of serious moment, as involving the happiness of many human creatures,
and however impolitic as a general principle, interference with the established cus-
toms of a province may be considered, the interests of humanity dictate to an en-
lightened government, some attempt at amelioration ; if they should even find
themselves precluded from dispensing in full to the subjects under their rule, those
blessings which the mother country has laboured so successfully to extend throughout
the civilized world.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 12th September 1820.

Read the following letter from the register to the court of Foujdarry Adawlut.

(N‘ 6.)——To the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department.

Fo'ujdarree Adawlht;
Sir :-—-I am directed by the judges of the Foujdar‘ree Adawiut to transmit to you',

for the purpose of being 'laid before the Right honourable the Governor in council,
the accompanying eXtract from the court’s proceedings'of this'date, with the papers
therein referred to. I have, &c.

V Foujdarre'e‘Adawlut'Register’s Office, (signed) W Oliver, Register.
23d March )820.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Foujdaree Adawlut, under date the
23d March 1820.4

Read again letter, dated 20th November last, from the acting judge of the
provincial court in the western division, submitting copy of the North Malabar
calendar, and general report on the fourth quarterly sessions of jail delivery, for
the year 1819. .

With reference to the first paragraph of the report of the acting judge, dated 20th
November last, the court of Foujdarree Adawlut consider it requisite to state, that
circular instructions were issued by them under date 9th December last, requiring
the judges of the several courts of circuit to submit, at the conclusion of each quar-
terly sessions of jail delivery, at the Sudder station, a report of the. nature prescribed
in section 37, Regulation VII, of 1 802,‘ "which had not previoizsly been transmitted
oh those occasions from"any but the cdurt bf circuit in the northern division.
The case alluded to by the acting judge, in his' observations upon the state of

slavery in the province of Malabar, was disposed of by the court of Foujdarree
Adawlut, under date 2‘Ist ultimo.

The
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The charge was for selling a free born female child into slavery, and one of the
prisoners was the mother of the child.
The transaction was fully established on the trial, but not being punishable under

the Mahommedan law, which has not in this point undergone any legislative modi-
fication, the court directed the release of the prisoners, in conformity with the futwa
of their law officers, and have called upon the acting judge to propose such enact-
ments as his local experience may enable him to suggest for the suppression of this
species of traffic.

Although the practice elicited in this case is noticed by the acting judge as con-
nected with the degraded state of slavery existing in the provinees of Malabar, it
appears to the court of Foujdarree Adawlut to involve considerations of a nature
altogether different from the question of the policy or humanity of vesting with the
rights of civil liberty the race of natives described by the acting judge, as “ born in
slavery to the soil on which they receive their birth.’
The court of Foujdarree Adawlut have not thought it expedient to adopt the

suggestion of the acting judge in calling for further information connected with this
question, which may already be in the possession of the government, nor are they
prepared to offer any opinion on the subject founded on general principles; the
purchase and sale of persons free—born involves an obvious infringement of inherent
rights, and it does not appear that this traffic has the sanction of old and acknow-
ledged usage, or that its suppression would offer violence to the prejudices of the
native subjects of the government.

Appendix, N° 15, to the Proceedings of the Foujdarry Adawlut, of
November 1820.

Extract Letter from Mr. T. H. Baber, third Judge of the Court of Circuit in
the Western Division, to the Register to the Foujdarry Adawlut, dated
Tellicherry, 13th September 1820. -

21.—I tried the whole of the 41 cases on the calendar of commitments, and the
following was the result :—- , a

In two (cases of murder) the deceased were of that most unhappy race of people
in Malabar, denominated slaves; one had deserted, it is supposed, from ill treat-
ment; the other had, through hunger, stolen a few handfuls of the paddy he had
been set to watch.
The prisoners in N° 23, were found guilty of manslaughter and sentenced to six

years imprisonment and hard labour. The deceased was the cherman 0_r slave of the
prosecutor, and had through hunger trespassed into the prisoner’s garden, and stolen
a jackfruit, and was beaten so severely by the prisoners, that he died the following
day; and adverting to the instances of malvtreatment of persons in the unhappy
situation of 'slaves on the present calendars, I beg to submit to the court of Fouj-
darse Adawlut, that it be declared by a legislative provision, that they are not
properly or lawfully objects of sale, like slaves, in the full extent of that term,
unless they happen to be made Over at the same time with the estate on which they
reside ; that they shall never be transferred by way of lease or loan from one master
to another, without their consent; that all personal wrongs done to a slave by his
master, shall be estimated like personal injuries in other cases; that they shall be
entitled, whether sick or-well, and at all seasons, to a daily allowance of wholesome
food, and be provided with suitable habitations and raiment by their masters; and
that all masters-who violate either of these provisions, shall on proof thereof to the
satisfaction of the magistrate, forfeit their right of property over such slaves for
ever.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 3Ist July 1 82 1.

Read the following letter:

N° 3o.—To the Secretary to Government, in the Judicial Department,
. Fouzdarry Adawlut.

Sir :——I am directed by the judges of the Fouzdarry Adawlut, to transmit to you,
for the purpose of being laid before the Honourable the Governor .in council, the
accompanying extract from the court’s proceedings of this date, with the report

. therein referred to. I have, &c.

(signed) W. Oliver, Register.
'Fouzdarry Adawlut Register’s Office, 27th November 1820.
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Exu‘act from the Proceedings of the Fouzdarry Adawlut, under date
the 27th November 1820.

Par. 1.-—-Read letter, dated 13th September last, from the third judge, late on-

Circuit in the Western Division, submitting the report prescribed by section 37,
Regulation VII, of 180-2. _ _ . »

Par. 7.-—-In the latter part of the 21$t paragraph, the third Judge, “ adverting to
the instances of mal-treatmeut of persons in the unhappy situation of siaves on the
present calendar,” submits, that it be declared by a legislatiVe provision; 1 st. that they
are not prOperly or lawfully objects of sale like slayes, in.thc full extent of that term,
unless they happen to be made over at the same time Wlth the estate on which they

reside; 2d. that they shall never be transferred by way of lease or loan from one
master to another, without their consent; 3d. that all personal wrongs done to a
slave by his master, shall be estimated like personal injuries in other cases; 4th. that
they shall be entitled, whether sick or well, and at all seasons, to daily allowance
of wholesome food, and be provided with suitable habitations and raiment by their
masters; and 5thly, that all masters who violate either of these provisions, shall,
on proof thereof to the satisfaction of the magistrate, forfeit their right of property
oversuch slaves for ever.”

The Ist. and 2d of the provisions here suggested by the third judge, would go to
the subversion of usages established in the provinces of Malabar, in which the ex-
pediency of interference by the legislative authority, appears to be questionable.

9.—Should, however, an interference with the usages adverted to, be contemplated
by the government, it may be preper that inquiry should be made, as to how far the
practices proposed by the third judge to be abolished, may or may not be of recent
introduction, and whether by. ancient custom, the slaves in Malabar were attached
to the soil, and not removable therefrom by sale, lease or mortgage, at the will of
the preprietor, ‘ '

lO.-—-AS the third of the provisions proposed by the third judge, appeared to
imply, 'that under the existing laws personal inju‘ries done to a slave by his master,
are not punishable, the court _of Fouzdarry Adawlult have thought it proper to
ascertain from their law eflicers, whether the ill-treatment of a slave by his master,
be duly punishable by the Mahomedan laws.

1 I .—The following is a translation of the answer of the law oflicers of the Fouzl
darry Adawlut to the reference made to them on this head ;——Under the Mahomedan
law,‘ a master is competent to inflict cerrection (tazeer) upon his own slave. If
therefore, the master should, in a lawful manner; correct his slave for committing an
act by which tazeer is incurred, he is not liable to punishment ; 'but if a master should
chastise his slave without his having been guilty of any offence incurring tazeer, or
in the event ofthe slave’s haying committed such an offence, if the master should not
correct him in a lawful manner, but treat him with violence and cruelty, the master
would be liable to tazeer. '

12.-——The court, under the foregoing exposition of the laW; consider, that the
existing regulations sufficiently provide for the punishment of owners of slaves, who

. may treat them with cruelty; and with a view to discourage and prevent as much as
possible, the practices alluded to by the third judge, the court direct, that the several
magistrates be desired to make public the foregoing provision of the Mahomedan
law, by a circular notification to the police oflicers under theirjurisdiction respectively;
and that they 'be enjoined to-apprehend all persons charged with cruelty towards
their own slaves, in like manner as they are directed to apprehend persons charged
‘with other crimes of a heinous nature; and ‘it will be the duty of the criminal judges,
in such case, whenever the acts established in evidence,. mayappear to demand
greater punishment thanthey are competent to inflict, to commit the offenders for
trial before the court of circuit. ‘ " ' f 7 ' '
13,—The proyision regarding the diet, lodging and clothing of slaves, is doubtless

suggested by the most humane consideration; how far a necessity exists, for the in-
terposition of law, in these respects,-is net shewn in the mport; but the court are not
satisfied, that the ,. penalty denoounCed in the final provision of forfeiture of the
right of property over ‘a slave would,‘ in such cases, be best calculated for the attain.
ment of the ends of retributive justice.
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Extract of a Letter to the Register to the Court of Fouzdarry Adawlut,
dated 3Ist July 1821.

Par.- 10.——The Governor in council is strongly impressed with the belief, that any
direct interference of the legislature, for the purp0se of ameliorating the condition of
slaves .in'the western coast, would be attended with effects the reverse of those in-
tended. From the late inquiry indeed, it did not appear, that the condition of slaves
in this country, according to their owu sentiments and manners; stands particularly
in need of improvement.

Orders transmitted by the Court of Directors, to the Governor in council of Fort
St.George, in December 1821, for additional information relative to the state
of the agricultural population of Malabar, with the proceedings thereupon.

Extract of a Letter in the Revenue Department, from the Court of Directors to
' the Governor in council, at Fort St. George, dated 12th December 1821.

107.—-We observe with dissatisfaction, that when you have assumed the exist-
ence of any peculiar ownership in the land, as that'of merassidars or jelmkars, you
afford us little information with regard to the condition of any other class of the
agricultural population. In Malabar, the number of occupants who pay the assess-
ment on the land, mortgagees and lessees included, is “ estimated by the collector
at 150,000." The number of persons employed in the cultivation must exceed this
number,‘ to an extent of which we have no means of forming an accurate judgment.

108.—-0f the condition of these people, we know hardly any thing, and not more
with respect to the other descriptions of the population. We are told, indeed, that
part of them (an article of very unwelcome intelligence) are held as slaves; that
they are attached to the soil and marketable property. You are directed to obtain,
and to communicate to us all the useful information with respect to this latter'class
of persons, which you possibly can; the treatment to which they are liable, the habits
of their masters with respect to them, the kind of life to which they are doomed,
the sort of title by which the property of them is claimed, the price which they bear,
and more especially the surest and safest means of ultimately effecting their emanci-
pation. We also desire to know, whether these occupants, 150,000 in number,
cultivate immediately the whole of the lands by their slaves and hired servants; or
whether there is a class of inferior servants, to whom they let or sub-let a portion of
their lands. If there is such an inferior class of lessees, you will nformus under
what conditions they cultivate, what are their circumstances, and what'measures
(if any) have been employed for their protection.

Extract, Fort :St. George Revenue Consultations, 21st May 1822.

’(N' 377.)—Extract of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Hill to the President and
Members of the Board of Revenue, dated 2lst May 1822.

I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council to transmit generally,
for your information and guidance, the accompanying copy of a general letter from
the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated the 12th of December last, and to
call your particular attention to the following points therein noticed. _

1.-——The- general revenues of Malabar .are about to come under the minute
examination of the government; but it will be proper to procure the information
respecting the slaves in that district, and the number and condition of the persons
by whom the land-tax is paid, if that can be done without material difficulty.

{Received byjthe Board of Revenue, and entered on their proceedings of
the 23d May]

Extract, Proceedings. of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, dated
. 1'2th August 1822.

Seat the following Letter to the Principal Collector in Malabar :—
Sir:—I am directed by the Board of Revenue, to transmit 'to you the accom-

panying extract from the Honourable Court’s letter, dated the 12th of De-
cember last.

2.—Although the general revenues of your district are about to come under
a minute examination of the government, it is deemed proper that you should fur;
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nish the information respecting the slaves in your district, and the number and con-
dition of the persons by whom the Iand-tax is paid, If that can be done Without

material difficulty. , (signed) R. Clarke, Secretary.
Fort St. George, 8th August 1822. '

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, the
2d September 1822.

Read the following Letter to the President and Members of the Board ot‘
Revenue, Fort St. Geerge: '

Gentlemen':—-I have the henour to acknowledge the receipt of your Board’s
orders of the 8th instant, conveying an extract from a letter from the Honourable
the Court of Directors, dated 12th December 1821, and requiring information
respecting the slaVes in Malabar, and the number and condition of the persons by
whom the land-tax is paid, provided it can be done without any material difliculty.
2.—With respect to the state of the slavery in Malabar, I take leave to refer

your Board to-my report, under date the 20th of July 1819, as containing ah the
information I have been able to collect on the subject. But should this not be
considered sufficiently satisfactory and full, I beg to be honoured with your Board’s
instructions as to any other points on which it may be desirable to obtain infor-
mation. ‘
3.—The lands in Malabar are cultivated, and the tax paid, by every description

and caste of people, with the exception of Bramins (who, however, pay the tax), as
in every other part of India, whether as proprietors, mortgagees, lessees, tenants, or
slaves, according totheir situation and means in life; a higher casteman not unfre-
quently cultivates, as a hired man, the land of another of inferior caste; it is need-
less, therefore, to submit any observations on the measures employed for their pro-
tection, or even for those of the slaves of the soil, who, it will be seen in my remarks
on the subject, are as much under the protection of the laws as any other class of
Rgople. In short, no line or distinction can be drawn between the inhabitants of
.L alabar and other parts of India, that I am aware of, as relates to their agricul-
tural pursuits; neither their customs nor religion are any bar to each one engaging
in these occupations, although, of course, it rarely happens that artificers, fisher-
men, 850. have occasion or inclination to obtain the means of living by putting their
hands to the plough.
-4.—Although the occupants paying the land-tax are estimated at 150,000, the

number of persons individually assessed is not quite so great; but many of these
pay their tax in an indirect way‘ by their tenants; many have lands in different
divisions and parts of the country; and the consequence is, that they appear in the
accounts separately and distinctly as so many individuals, and justly too; for,
although the assessment is against one man, it is paid by his agents and tenants,
although the receipt may be granted in the name of the principal.

(signed) T. Vaughan, Principal Collector.
Calicut, Aug. 24th, 1822.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Extract, Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, 5th November 1822.
Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Revenue

Department :—

(N° 495.)—To the Chief Secretary to Government.
Sir :—In further acknowledgment of Mr. Secretary Hill’s letter of the 2lst May,giving cover to the Honourable Court’s letter of 12th December, I am directed bythe Board of Revenue to request, that you will submit to the Honourable theGovernor in council the accompanying letter from the principal collector of Malabar,of the 24th A'ugust last, referring to his letter of the 20th July 1819, submitted togovernmentin my predecessor’s letter of 2d December 1 819, with the Board’s pro-ceedings of 25th November 1819, as containing all the information of moment thathe has been able to collect on the subject of slavery in his district.
Fort St. George, 10th October 1 822. I have &c

(signed) R. Clarke, Secretary.Ordered that the foregoing letter be recorded.
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Extract of a Letter in the Revenue Department from the Governor in council
of Fort St. George to the Court of Directors, dated 30th December 1 825.

224.—-In Malabar a numerous class of labourers employed in agriculture have
not the free disposal of their own industry, but are in a peculiar state of servitude.
Their condition maytherefore with more propriety be regarded as dependenton the
treatment which they receive from their masters; and as capable of being improved
by government. But the consideration of the measures proper to be taken with
respect to the kinds of slavery found to exist in India, relates to, a subject of great
delicacy and Considerable difficulty; and we are of opinion, that it is a matter" in
which more good is to be expected from the gradual operation of justice and police;
administered in a spirit favourable to personal liberty, than from direct interference
on the part of government. V

225.-—_We beg leave to point out to your Honourable Court’s notice, the informa-
tion submitted by the Board of Revenue in letters from the secretary, dated the
13th December 1819 and the 10th October 1822, relative to the slaves in Malabar.
we have signified to that Board our desire to receive any further information likely
to be useful which they can furnish.

PAPERS relative to the Complaints of certain Native Inhabitants of.Wyna'ad,
that their Slaves had been seduced from them by the Subjects of the States of
Mysoor and Coorg, 182 3.

Extract, Proceedings Of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George,
2d January 1823.

To the President and Members of the Board bf Revenue, Fort St. George.
Gentlemen :—-1. Although perhaps more of a political nature, yet as it is a‘ sub-

ject intimately connected with the revenues of the .country, I beg leave to submit for
your Board’s consideration, the accompanying translations of petitions presented by
certain inhabitants of the Wynaad country, complaining of the subjects of the
Mysore and Coorg rajahs enticing away the slaves of the petitioners.
2.—This is a subject in which government alone can interfere; and without wish-

ing to suggest the restoration of the slaves against their consent, it occurs to. me, that
the rejahs, in whose respective territories the slaves have taken"refuge, might be
induced to make a pecuniary compensation as an equivalent for the loss of them,
but this is-merely on the supposition oftheir being entirely emancipated from estate
of slavery;andvconsideredand protected entirely as -free;subjects. ,

. 3.-—As it is probable that government may refer the matter through the political
resident to the Mysore government, I transmit.attested Canarose translations of the
petitions, in order to facilitate the reference.

(signed) T. Vaughan, Pr. Collector.
Nudwanoor, 2ist December 1821. '

(A.)-To S. C. Clarke, Esq. Assistant Collector.

The Arzee of Teroonelee Deva'shan, inhabitant of’Moonoo Koonoo Deshum
Moosselhenaad Hobly, in'the ‘Wynaad talook.

0n the 4th Meddom 996, thirty-three malev-and female slaves belonging to me,
called. as follow: 'Panear Chattakan, .his son Chahnan, brothers Oonykan, Pan-
neechy, Make, Chemby, Kemby, Mad -, Koongy, Chamy, Manny, her younger
brother Kareeka, Veelly, Cherroomenfi’anéeChy Koolttaly, Paneechy Velleechy,
Velly Panear, Koolloomban, Remby, Cherrooman, Panear Kashama, Choondda
Paneecy, henbrotherJOoneekah ‘ChOy Paneechy, ‘Mooddaka'lé', KaddanVPaneechy,
Mala. Mara Cherrooman, Karootan, Paneechy Choondda, - Manjala, Chatee,
Paneechy Villa, Panear Eddavan ahd LPaneeChy ‘Pa‘ykee,’ deserted their place of
habitation and went and‘resided in‘ the Karyaddan-tarrah, which is situated-towards
the eastof the ’Maddakery Kolta, in theCoorg rajahs country, and} am unable to
go to fetchthem from thence. 'In‘consequence of the desertion of the above-named
slaves, I .am deprived of the means of. maintaining myself and family, not being able
to carry on my cultivatiOn, froin'which, after paying the sircar’s revenue, '1 derived
the means. of subsistence. '1 therefore beg to solicit, that- you will take meaSures to
cause the_returnofwtheaboveslaves from the Coorg country, and thereby enable’mn
to earry on my cultivation. Dated 28th Wreschegom 998.
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Question.--Did you represent at the Taiook Cutcherry the circumstance of
the desertion of the said slaves?

Answer—In the month of Karkaddagom 996, I made a verbal representation of
the subject at the Talook Cutcherry.

Question.——What orders did you obtain?
Answer.—The Tahsildar asked me “ What was to be done.”

How did you know that the above slaves took their residence in the Coorg
country ’!

I sent the rest of my slaves in quest of them ; they have been searching after them
in the whole of this country, but could not trace them out ; afterwards some panears
came from the Coorg country, who, upon being asked, gave information that they
were residing at Maddakery.

Can you state where the panears that came from Coorg are at present?
They returned to the Coorg country.

Are the desertsd slaves your jenm property, or held by you on kannoom?
' They belong to me by jenm right.

Have you any document to prove it?
I have.

How many years did the 'slaves in question serve under you previous to their
flight to the Coorg country?

They have been bought from time 'to time, some have been serving me for these
thirteen years past, others five or six years. '

Have you any witnesses who saw them working for you ?
Venamkat Tevoo of Tekoomtarra, Kawoonden Rajoo of Korlta Tarra, Hoshoo-

Wauchery, Ramoory and Koonary, Nambiars, of Koorrambally Hobly, a-re witnesses
who can prove this. '

(signed)

To S. C. Clarke, Esq. Assistant Collector.

The Arzee of Chatarapaddy Kawconddenh inhabitant of Moottil Tarrah
Moopeyanaud Hobly, in the Wynaad Talook.

The slaves belonging to me, b name Chatee and Kashama, deserted my service
in the month of Kanee 995, an went and resided in the Coorg country. I there-
fore request that they may be caused to return to‘me ; dated 28th ofWrischigom 998.

Question.—Did you ever make any complaint on this subject?
Amen—No, I did not.

On what account did you abstain from making a representation?
I deferred making a representation until I could have searched after them in this

country; upon a recent inquiry I found they had gone to the Coorg country, but
I am not aware in what particular place they reside. It was some panears who
came from Coorg that informed me they were in that country; they did not specify
the particular place of their residence, nor did I question them on that head.

Do the slaves in question belong to you in jenm or kannoom right?
They are my jenm property; they were purchased at the time of my father.

The father of those who have abscouded was purchased before 964, and they are
his offspring. .

Have you any document by which you can prove that they are your jenm
property P

The document was lost during the war in 964.

How many years did the slaves in question serve you?
They have been serving me from 964 to 995; the latter, the date of their

desertion.

Have you any witness who can prove that they have been working for you?
Nelepattee Veenaya Kawonddew,'Vashakanddy Marryak Kawoonddew, Moo-

rooneekaree Devassa Kawoonddew, of the Moottel Tarrah and Moopeyanaad
Hobly can prove this. W h

’ at
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What is the reason that induced the slaves in question to abscond ? Fort St. George
They were sent to watch the fields, and while on that duty the fields were'destroyed Papa"

by wild beasts; lest I would do to them something they absconded. 53"“ “51"”' m Cotnpany'l
(signed) Temtoneu.

k—\f—-—J

To S. C. Clarke, Esq. Assistant Collector.
The Arzee of Vennooyah Kawoondden, inhabitant of Moottel Tarrah

Moopayanaad Hobly, in the Winaud Talook.
The followingsla‘ves, viz. Velly Koottakan and Vellan, belonging to me, quitted

my service in the month of Meenom’989, and went and attached themselves to
Tengalenddy Churangan, of Poonat, in the Manall Hobly; I therefore request
that the'above slaves may be made to return to me. Inted 28th Wrischigom 998.

(signed)

Questions put by the Assistant Collector on the I 2th. December ‘I 822.
Question.—Did you present any Arzee to the Tahsildar immediately after

the flight of the above slaves in— 989.
Answer.—In 994, when Ramasawmy was tahsild'ar, I» presented him an Arzee,

on which he gave me a letter to the address of Mallee Bemmarasan Putter, and
Chandayen Putter, parbutties, under the orders of the Mysore Rajah, desiring them‘
to get the slaves returned _to me. I delivered the letter to them, but they did not
attend to it by procuring the return of the slaves. . I saw the slaves in the
employ of Tenyaloonddy Cheerangan; he told me he would not allow them to return
to me.

What was your reason for deferring your representation to the Talook,
on the subject of the flight of the slaves in question, to five years after
the event had taken place? .

I deferred the representation until I could, by inquiry, learn where they were; as
soon as I traced them out, I made the representation. They are my jenm property.
I went into the Mysore country two or three times, for the purpose of finding them
out, and thus discovered thom. The place called Poonat‘ is within the Mysore
country.

Have you any witness or doéument to prove that the slaves in question are
yourjenm property?

I have: nordocuments ;— they were purchased by my ancestors long ago. I have
however witnesses; they are KokOoshy Tummayen, of Eddanaddassakoor, and
Kalpaltie Nair, of Kalpalte.

By what means can the witnesses confirm that the slaves in' question are
yourjenm property? _ ' .

They were purchased from the witness Kalpatt'e’ Nair, and the purchase was
effected in the presence of Tummuyen. The present'two witnesses however were
not ocular witnesses; it was from the Karoonawan of Kalpatte Nair, that my
Karoonawen purchased them, and Tummayen’s Karoonawen was then present.

Did you represent these circumstances to the principal collector, when that
gentleman came to Wynaad, in the month of Chingoom 995?

I presented an arzee,‘ and was informed that‘ a reference had been made on the
subject, and that an order would be passed on' the‘receipt‘ of the answer to it.

How many years did the slaves who deserted Serve you?
They worked. for me'about I5 years.

Have you witnesses to prove that they served you 15 years?
Choondapaddy Saman Wayakanddy, Marryan Polery Devashan, Cherroonaloor

Vennayen, of' Mootil Tarrah, in the Moopeyanaad Hobly, are witnesses to it.

What did Cheerangan say when you applied to him for your slaves?
| He said that he had given them 30 podies of raggy, and 30 fanams, which on
beinu repaid to him he would allow the return of the slaves. This was heard
by ashakandy 'Marriyan, who had gone along with me.

(signed)
(True translation.) (signed) J.‘ Vaughan, Collector.

1 25.
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Ordered, That the foregoingletter, with its enclosures, be submitted for the orders
of government :—

To the Chief Secretary toGovernment.

Sir :-—I am directed by the Board of Revenue to request that you will lay before

the Honourable the Governor in council, for his orders, the accompanying letter,
from the principal collector of Malabar, under date the 2lst ultimo, setting forth the
complaints of the inhabitants of Wynaad, that their slaves are enticed from them
by the subjects of the states of Mysore and Coorg.

Fon St. George, 2d Janua'ry 1823. (signed) R. Clarke, Secretary.

Extract, Fort St. George Revenue Consultations, 28th January 1823.

Read the following letter from the secretary to the Board of Revenue :—

(N’ 2o.)-From R. Clarke, Esq. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to
D. Hill, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, 2d January 1823.

Sir:;—I am directed by the Board of Revenue to request that you will lay before
the Honourable the Governor in council, for his orders, ‘the accompanying letter
from theprincipal' collector of Malabar, under date 213t ultimo, setting forth-the
complaints of the inhabitants of Wynaad, that their slaves are enticed from them
by the subjects of the states of Mysore and Coorg.

, I have, &c.
Fort St. George, 2d Jan. 1823. (signed) R. Clarice, Secretary.

Ordered; That the following reply be dispatched :—-

(N° 58.)—Froin D. Hill, Esq. Secretary to Government, to the President
and Members of the Board of Revenue, 28th January 1823.

Gentlemen-:-—-I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your secretary’s letter
of the 2d instant, (20), and to state, that it does not appear to the Honourable
the Governor in .‘council, that any interference of government, with respect to
slaves said to have been seduced from their owners at Wynaad, would be likely to be
attended With good effect. I have, &c.

Fort St. George, 28th Jan. 1823. (signed) D. Hill, Sec. to Government.

Extract, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George,
16th July 1822.

Extract from Mr. Graame’s Report on Malabar, dated the 14th Jan. 1822.
3o.—With the exception of the foreign-bramins, called putturs, the moplahs, and

the coast merchants, who are Christians, Parsees, Guzerat, Bunees (or Banyans),
Jairees, and Chetties, who reside in towns and villages formed into regular streets,
the inhabitants of Malabar live on small estates, situated in the higher ground, at a
little distance from their rice lands, and in' the midSt of their plantations of cocoa-
nut, beetle-nut, and jack. Their houses are in general substantial, comfortable,
and- neater, beyond. comparison, than those of the Hindoos of the other caste ; and
there is an air of contentment and vivacity, which_is particularly pleasing. This
description applies more strongly to places in the vicinity of the coast, and in the
interior there is not so much comfort, though the inhabitants are far from being
badly off. The slavealone has his sieve of a hut in the centre of the rice lands,
but on the coast at least he is an industrious, and not an unintelligent being, and in
good condition, and nothing deficient in bodily frame. In the interior, he is a
wretched, halfvstarved, diminutive creature, stinted in his food, and exposed to the
inclemencies of the weather, Whose state demands that commiseration and ame-
lioration which may confidently be expected .from the humanity of the British
government, provided it can be shewn, that a change for the better can be efl'ected
without hazardin‘g an ‘evil of any formidable magnitude, without incurring the risk
of' general discontent, or exciting a worse feeling towards the objects themselves,
by an unsuccessful endeavour to mitigate their ill treatment.
3L—The slaves of Malabar, known generally by the name of chermurs,‘ are

entirely praedial, or rustic, being engaged only in the cultivation of rice lands and
plantations. I except, of course, the Mussulmans, who may be domestic slaves‘i

an
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and live in the houses of their masters, and partake of all the privileges of their
religion. This kind of slavery is a social fraternity, and is a step to the best com-
forts, and the highest honours of life among Mussulmans. It is totally dissimilar,
in every essential point, to the servitude of the chermur, which is the most preva-
lent desionation of the slaves of Malabar.

Fort St. Georg
Papers:

State of Slavery
in Company’s
Territories.

 

 

  

 

l O W32.—-§laves are said to have been introduced by Purasarama, for the tillage of the
ground, at the time that he gave the country to the Bramins. By others, they are
said to have derived their origin from the Hindoo law, or at least to have had their
numbers multiplied under the operation of it. Individuals became outcasts, 0r
chundalas, by sins against the laws of their castes, and subjected themselves to ser-
vitude. It is extraordinary, that the custom of making slaves of free-born persons
is not admitted as having lasted to the close of the government of the rajahs ; but
it is attempted to be accounted for, by the Mahomedahreligion affording a ready
asylum to outcasts of all descriptions, and by its being more profitable to the rajahs
to dispose'of them to Mahomedans, who made converts of them, than to reduce
them to slavery. It had an equally good effect, as classing them among chun-
dalahs; since their incorporation with Mahomedans removed them from the view
of Hinfldoos, and prevented the effect of bad example, and obviated the hazard of
their caste being contaminated. They were in future confined to a different circle,
possessing, indeed, rights and privileges, but such as were quite unconnected with
the customs of the caste to which they formerly belonged.

33.——Slaves may be sold with or without the soil, and in a different place from
that of their birth; or of their usual residence ; they may be disposed of in another
talook,, but it must be contiguous, and that seems the ‘utmost extent to which the
power of removal‘ goes. It is not customary, at least, to send them to a great dis-
tance, and such a measure would be considered unwarrantable. cruel, and, if not
justifyin , causing, at least, desertion.

34.— hey may be let out in simple rent, or mortgaged under the deeds of
veerom patum', paneyum, ‘kanum, wottee, and uttipair; and the’ following state-
ment, whichis taken. from writtentestimony of the principal inhabitants of each
district, to whom the collector, Mr. Vaughan, made a reference, may be presumed
to show, in an authenticated state, the Sums for which they are generally leased,
mortgaged and sold.

MORTGAGE.
Caste of the His A‘Inount Tenure Value of I Slave

TAI‘OOKS‘ Slug. deletiptiml. forwhwhgenerally under which Amount whensold. Remarks.
leased. ‘ generally for which mortgaged.

mortgaged.

.1. 2. 3. 4. 5o 60 7. 8.

Man - { fmgniltggagolii Wottee - 32 gold fanams - 48 gold fanams

' Calicut - - Chennai a Woman - lmad" - D° -" 20 d“ - - 3o d° - .
Boy - - - - - - - ‘IO d°& upwards
Girl -‘ - - - - - 7w» - .

Wottee - 60 1d ldf( Man _ gold gold in. Xmm _ 35‘1”“ f“: 80 old goldfa-
Yerlar nams. Paneyum 20 d“ _ _ name.

and Wottee 20 d'
Kunnakun. 1 Boy . 1 d‘ -- -' . -Kanum - 16 d' 30 d'

Paneyuxn 10 d’

Wottee -' 40 d” - -
Man- 3d°- - Kanum- sz4d‘I - - 48d‘

Paneyum 16 d‘ - -

Bet tnnd - wettee - 4.8 'af -
u i ' Woman 3d°-- -- Kanum —' 3141’ - 64d“

Foley!!! - - Paneyum 24 d° -

- Wottee -‘ ' 24 d° - -
Girl - I} d‘ . Kanum - 16 d° - - 30 d"

y . Paneyum 8 d° - -
3°, . 1¥d°.- . .,_ - - - . - 24d‘

Wottee ‘- 40 d' - -
. Man- 3d°- - Kamim- 24d° - - 483°

Parayen - -‘ A Paneyum- ‘6 do ‘ ’
\ Boy- 1§d°- -- - ,- - - ' 94d°        
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MORTGAGE.

Caste of the Hi: A.mount Tenure Value of a Slave

TALOOKS' Slave. description. for 'hlch generally ' under which Amount when sold.
leased. generallyd for which mortgaged.

mortgage .

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

I Wottee - 80 d° . . !
Yerlur,Kannakun, Man - 3 gold fanams Paneyum 60 d" - - lnogold fanams
Numboo,Vattoo 1 Kanum - from 20 to 50 d°
ven andParayen Boy - - - - - - - - - from 20to5o d°

Choughaut ' ' Wottee - 40 gold fanams -
I Man - - - Paneyum 30 d" - - 60 gold fanams.

Poleyan - - Kanum - 20 d" - -
1 Boy - - - - - - - - - from 151030 d°

Kanum ~ 200 gold fanams. 1.-
f Yerlur, Konga-I Man ' ' ' ' { Paneyum 100 d° - . 74.50 goldfanams

lum Kanna- ‘
’ - Kanum - 60 d' - , .

13/111,313?ng Boy - - - - { Paneyum 3o d° - }l00 d ' '

Para en. Kanum - 100 d" -3' Woman - - . { Puneyum 75 d" . }15o d° _ -

Kanum - 5o d° - - ,Paulghaut - Man - - - - { Paneyum 5° d° . _ } 75.d . .

Kanum - 50 d' - } .B . . . . . .
Pola, Valoovan, 0y { Paneyum 30 d. ' 75 d

and Poleyan. Kanum - 100 d‘ -
Woman - ' ' { Paneyum 75 d° - }200 do ' '

K - _ _ _ _ Kanum - 75 d° ~ . a
GM { Paneyum 5o d° - - 10° d ' '

Wottee - 200 gold fanams
Man - {14:33am of Kanum - from 100 to 175 d" 1200 gold fanamsi

P y Paneyum ,, 120 to 150 d° J

Koodummar,Na— Wottee - ,, 50 to 100 d° f
talum, Yerlur, Boy - 7% d“. - -{ Kanum - ,, 5oto 75 d'} rom5ot0100d.
Kongalul‘n Pane m o to 0d“

Temalpoor V Malayan, ’Va- Won:l - ” 13010 1:01?fgjnggam woman 10 d' - { Kanum - I: 75 w120d°}fm$°‘§,° to
rumbur Paneyum ,, 50 to 75 d'

Wottee - 50 to '75 d°
Girl ' 5 d‘ - -{ Kanumt - :1 30 to~ 50 (1° fro; 5° “’75

Paneyum ,, coco 30d°

_ from 3 to 7} Wotvee - 60 gold fanama -
Yeglkruznd Kan 1 Man - { purrahsoof Kandm - from 30 to 50 d' 175 gold fanams- J paddy - Paneyum 40 gold fanams - J

6 . Wdttee - 30 d' . -
. ° , . . 0Nedingoona Man 2 d - Igggfim } 15 to 25 d“ - 4.0 d

“1"“ ‘ Wottee . 60 d' .
Woman 3 d' - - Kanum - from 30 to 50 d' 75 d’

' Paneyum 40 d' - -

' . I Wé‘tt‘ee' - 90 gold fanams
Yerlurand Kan- Man - 3 gold fanams{ Kapum ~ 75 d: laogoldfanams

nakun. Paneyuln 60 d - . _
Boy .- . - -- ' Paneyum 15 d' - - 30 d°

' ' Wouee -. 60 'd' - é
Waloowanad Man . 3 d' .._ . Kan'um - 40 d' . - 75 d.

' - ' ‘Paneyum - 35' Il' . -

' .Wo'uee - 60 d’ - -.
Pom“ " ' Wéman, a d" - ‘ - ~Kanum - 40 d' - - {romgotoxood’

V . Paneyum - 50 (P . -

Boy - - ~ - Paneyum 10 d° - - 20 d°        
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A M0 R TGA 6 E.

Caste of the H‘“ >. mount - ' T Vdue of a Sign
TALOOKS. Slave. déscription. foxwhxch generally hndgffiich Amount when m“. Remarks.

lemd. 323:3. for which mortgaged.

1. 9. 3. 4. 5. 6. i 7. 3.

Wouee - 80 gold fanams -
Man ‘- - '- . Kanum - 60 d“ . - - xoogold {animal

Poleyan - - _ Paneyum' 4.0 d ' '
Wottee - 80 d' - . 1

Ernad - - Woman - - - Kanum . 60 'd“ - fx60 d’
' ‘ Paneyum 40 d‘ . ’

nnnakun,‘ Pun-I Wottee - 100 d' - .
neum,Koorrum- Man - - - - Kanum . 80 d“ - - 160 d°
but and Allur -J Paneyum 60 d" - -

_ ' Wottee' - from. 65 to 70 gold] f
_ fanams. rom 100 to 1 lo

Kulladee M“ 3 30“ fanams Kanum ’- ,,'50 to 55 d° J gold fuming.
and Paneyum ,35 to40 d“

Kunnakun. . Boy - . . - - - from 30to 35 d“
Wottee - from 45 to 50d°1

Shemad , , Man - 3 ditto - Kanum - ,, 35 to 40 d“ from 75 0080 d°
[Paneyum ,, 30 m 35 d°

Boy ' ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' ' n 35 t0 4° do
Poleyan ‘ Wottee - from 60 to 65 d" _

Woman 9 ditto - Kanum - ,, 40 to 45 do ,, lootouo d°
' Paneyum ,. 25 to 30 d"

Gll'l - C - - ' ' ‘ ' ' ' n 40 to 45 d.

2 purmhs of Wottee - 20 gold fanams
Poleyan M3“ ‘ { paddy. Kanum - less than 20 d° 4° 30“ fanams

Kooroombarnad and ' Wottee ' 15 gold fanams ‘7 ‘ ' .
Kulladee. “oman 1 ditto - Kanum . less than 15 d“ } 25 dltto

I . . Wotte'e - 20 silver‘tP - '-
Man - {)o‘fdgggulhes Kanum - less than 20 d° .1 40 silver 6'

p y' Paneyum- from 8” 10 d° I
Kartanad - - Poleyan .

. Wattee ~ '2o'sil':er d“ - L .
Woman 5 ditto ' Kanum - less than'ao d° -} 4° dltlo

Poleyan,
’ Navilen,

Tellicherry - Kurrimpullen, Man - losilver fanams - - ~ - - 120 ditto

Punnicar.

Wattee - 70 silver fanaufi
Man - 5 silver fanams Kanum . o ditto - } 100 ditto

Paueyum 5
Chericul - . Boy - - - - - - - 3o ditto

Woman - ~ l‘aneyum '60 ditto - 125 ditto
Girl - - - - - - - 4o ditto

Kurrimpallen _ 5o yedungullies - from 100 to 900 __
Mavilleu, , 1 Man of paddy. Wottee silver fanams.

' and ?
Peringals, . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .Cavoy . . Vatooven. 1' Woman d d° . 1 f 300 snlverfanams

Taloomavilaweu Man - 5o ditto - gfiéfig :23 gig? a.namf 35o ditto

Peleyan l Man - 60 ditto - ' Wottee '- 4o ditto - 60 ditto
and

Parayen. I Woman - - - - - - - - 200 ditto

(continuéd)125.
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M O RT G A GE.

Gate of the His {mum - Tehure Vulne of - Slave
TALOOKS' Slave. description. for 'hmh generally under which Amount when sold. Rem“.

leuod. generally for which mortgaged.’ '
mortgaged.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. . 7. 8.

‘ Wottee - 3a rupees .1 > -
In the Mooloo- Man ~ 3poddiesofpaddy Kanum - 20 d: - - 4o rupees
wad Hoblee of Puniur . - Paneyum 15 d - - J
the Wynad of . , , Boy - 1 d° -.. - - - , - . - m d'
Talook. . Girl . l d“ e - - - - - - 3 rupees, 80 yeas

Punnuck an(1 Man - 3podd1es ofpaddy K33: . girlpies - } 35 rupees

. . Adian. Boy - 1 d° - - - - - - - - 12 rupees
Hfififingfié . Girl - I d“ - - - - .. - . - - 3 re. and 80 teas
WynadTalook. M(fiofifeltnd } Man - 4si1ver fanams igfifi: : g: :lverfanams- 64 silver fanamsn

, Poleyan - - Man - - - . 1:213:19; : 1:32”? : 12 rupees        
35,—The preceding statement shews the amoufit customary in each talook for each‘ caste of -

slaves; the following abstract gives generally the highest and lowest amount for each caste in the
whole province :—

 

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

Amount Amount

Cute 0‘ the His Descn'ption. for which generally for which generally Value of the Sh" Rem-rks.
Shve. leased. mortgaged. when sold.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.

Man - - from I to 3 gold fanams 32 gold fanam‘s n 48 gold fanaxns
Woman - 1 to 2 d" - - 20 do - - - 3o d°Chermans - - Boy _ . n _ .. . - .. - - 10 and upwards d°
Girl - - - - - - - - - 7} «1“

Y 1 Man > - - from 3 to 7%- d" - . from 20 to 200 d’ - from 75 to 95° «1"er'" " " Boy - - ,, 1to7§d° - ,, 15w75d' - ,, 20to100d°

Man - - from 3to4gold fanams from 15 to 80 d' - from 40 to 100 (P
1 Woman - ,, a to 3 d“ - ,, 15 to 100 d° - ,, 25 to 140 d“P° eyan " ' Boy - - 1i d° - - - ,, 10 to 50 d‘ - ,, 15 to 75 d°

Girl - . 1% d" - - ,, s to 75 «1° . ,, 30 to mo d°

Man - from 3 to 71 d' from 20 to :00 «1° - from 80 to 200 d'Kahnaken ' '{ Boy - “ 1 to 5%d' ,, 20 w 100 d° - ,, aoto 100 d‘I

_ Man - from 3 to 3£ d“ '- from 14 to 80_ d" -_ from 48 to 250 d'Pmyen " '{ Boy - 1; «1° - z— - “ 20 to5od° - ,, zowlood"

Man - - - - - - from 100 to 200 d" - 25o 'd°
Kangalun - - Woman - - - - “ 75 to 100 d' - 15o d°

Boy - - - - - . “ 30 to 60 d“ 100 (1"

Man - — 14 parrahs of paddy 100 to 900 d" - - 200 to 250 d°
Malayan - - Woman - 10 d° - - - 75 to 150 d“ - - 100 to 150 d°

Boy - 7% d“ - - - 30 to 100 d° - - 5010 100 d°     
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- V Amount Amount

Cast-e of the His Description. for which generally for which generally Value Of the Slave Remarks.
slave, I d when sold.case _. mortgaged.

«1. 2. _3. 4, 5. 6.
Man 1 - - 14 purrahs of paddy 60 to 200 gold fanams 160 to 200 gold fanams

K d - Woman - _10 d° - - - 50 to 150 d° - 1 - 100 to 150 d°
°° “mm" Boy - - 7% d” - - -. 30 to 100 dO- - ,5° to 100 d°

Girl“ - - 5 d° -' . - - 20 to5o d° . - _5oto 75 d°

Man - - 14 d° - - - 100 to 200 d° - 200 «P
Woman - 10 do - - - 50 to 150 d‘ - - 100 to 150 d°

Natal“ ' ' Boy - . 7% d° - - - 30 to 100 d" - - 50 to 100 d°
Girl - - 5 d° — - - 20 to 5o.d° - - 50 to 75 d“

Man - . 14 d° - - - loovto 200 d° - 200 d°
Woman - 10 d' - - - 50 to 150 d° - 100 to 150 d’

Waloovan ' ' Boy - - 7% d" - - - 30 to 100 d° - - 50 to 100 d°
Girl - - 5 d° - - - 20 to 50 d° — - 50 to 75 «1°

Punniun. . - Man - - 7 gold fanams - 52§ to 112.d° - 84m 140' d'

Allur - - Man - - - - - . 60 to'mo d" - 16o d°

Kulladee - _ { M3" ' . . - 3 gold fanams - .20 to 78 d' . . ’06 to 11 0 do
Boy - - - - - - - -. - - 30 to 35 d°

Kurrimpullen . Man - - 7 gold fanams - - - - - 84 to 14.0 d°

. Man -- - 7 7 gold fanams . from 70 to 14° 41° '- .—
anxllen " '{ Woman - - - . - - - - - 210 d’

‘ Man - ' 4 ~ 3} gold {anams - 35 i0 40 d° ‘ ‘ 7° d°
0 Woman ‘- - . . -. 42 d° - . - 875 do
oratee ' - .. Boy . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - 9‘ do

>Girl - - - . - . - - ,- .28 do- .

Man ' - - 3 poddies of paddy - 59! ‘0 96% d. ' 105 (1°
Adina - - Woman _ - 1 d' - .~ . - - . - 11 d"

Boy - 1d°‘ - ~- - '- 426'

Mm“ . . Man - - 22 gold fanams - 21 to 36% d’ -' 442 d°

Naieken - - Man - - . 2% d‘ - - - 21 to 36} d‘ *- 44} d°

Man - -'. d‘ I - - soto80-d°~- - 120d°
Numlmo Vetmomn “Boy . _ § ,- - . -. _ I. . go to 50 d9     
 

N. Ba—l'l‘hexe are 13% goldfanams for 1- rupee.
A 4 old fauams for Id”.

5 silver d°~ for df’.
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36.—It is not admitted that the proprietors of slaves had at any time the power
of life and 'death over them; that measure of severity was never executed, except
under the sanction of the nadwalee of the district in particular cases, but generally
the rajah. Their authority over them extended only to corporal punishment, and
confining in the stocks, and they still chastise them for petty offences. The slaves
of Malabar are equally well defended by the British law against any enormous
stretch of power, as any other subjects of the British government; and the collector
and magistrate of the province declares, “that there have been few complaints of
ill-usage, though instances have not been wanting,” he states, “ of proprietors
having been brought to justice for woundingand murdering them.” ' If the ill-usage
alluded to is that of corporal punishment, or of neglecting to. supply a proper
quantity o£.food, "it must berobserved, that in most places slaves have been too
entirely dependent upon their masters, and the interference of the magisterial
authority has hitherto been so systematically withheld from regulating the modus of
their daily food, that they could not, with any prudentregard to the interests of
themselves and families, resort to a higher power. Even the cases of wounding
and murdering are probably brought to notice, more by the agehcy‘of the police
officers, who feel the obligations imposed by their situations, than of their own
accord, in the districts adjoining to the Coorg territory; in which. latter, great
encouragement is given to settlers; and where they are well fed, the slaves show
their sense of ill-treattnent by deserting to'it. They immediately put on a larger
quantity of clothing, and disguising themselves under an alteration of head-dress,
intermix with the inhabitants, and are not easily discovered by their masters.

37.-—The custom of mukkatayum, or inheritance by sons to the rights of their
fathers, prevails .in the- castes of Kullodee, ~Kunnakunv, Yerlur, Allur, Puniur,
Parayen, Number Vuttooven, Kongalnm, Koodummur, Natalum, Malayen, Koor-
umbur, Punni Malayen, Adian, Moopen, and Naiken; and that of murroo mukka-
tayum, or_ inheritance by-sons-to- the rights of their mothers, in the castes of Poleyan,
Waloovan, Ooratee, Kurrimpatten, and'Mavilen. '
38.—In the caste of Paliur alone, the pure murroo mukkatayum, or the suc-

cession of sons to the rights of their mothers, and not to those of their fatherS,
prevails.

39.——In the Calicut district, there is an anomaly inuthe general system among
the Paliur, the Kulladee, and the Kunnakur, which are the only three castes of
slaves residing there; there is a mixture of the twq customs of 'mukkatayum and
murror mukkatuyum, that is, the one or the other does not obtain separately in
different families in the district, but in all the families throughout the district, the
inheritance partakes of the two modes, and half of the children are, considered to go
with the mother, and consequently to belong to her proprietor, and half to be at-
tached to the father, and therefore to be the property of his master. Where the
number may not admit of an equal‘ division, the odd number is reckoned to be the
mother's.. '
4o.—The wife of a Palium, and of all the castes who observe the murroo muk-

katayum, may be sold separately, and may therefore belong to a different master from
the master of her husband, but she cannot be separated from her husband; she
must be allowed to remain with him; she is purchased separately in consideration
of her future ofi'spring,"which, by' the custom of murroo mukkatayum, would
become the property of her purchaser. , .

4l.——In the other castes, the females are not separately saleable; neither the
wife nor her female children: The daughters become the temporary property of the
masters of their husbands. butthis right of property ceases upon the death of the
husband, and the wife returns to the house of her father.“
4a.—The rules of Malabar prescribe, that a slave of'the caste of Pbleyan; Wa-

loovan, and Brayen, shall remain 7:: paces from a Bramin and from a Nair, and
48 from a Tean. A slave of the Kunakur caste 64 paces from a Bramin and Nair,
and 40 from a Tean; and the other castes generally 48 paces from a Bramin and
Nair, 24 from a Tean.

43.~—'In the northern division these rules are deviated from in practice, in favour
of the slaves, whilst in the southern division they are thought to be exceeded in
strictness. ‘
44.—The different castes of slaves keep up a distinction between each other, and

do not intermarry or eat together. With the exception of the castes of Parayen and
Kunnakun, the other castes of slaves abstain from eating or slaying the cow. 'l‘hese

circumstances
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cimumstances lead to strengthen the idea‘o‘f their having been outcasts, and having _
adopted the habits of the castes from which they originally‘sprung. _

45.-=-—In' most 'piaces'slaves 'are fed by their masters throughout'the year; but
their ullOWance 'on days that they have no work, is only half of what is fixed When
they ’are employed; In several places On' the coast, however, they are only paid
when-they work, and 'when ?not employed by their‘masters, they seek' subsistence
elsewhere. ‘ In the Vneighbdiirhbod of large towns this i‘s'no hardship; on the Con-
trary,-they-acquire' mu’ch‘m‘ore in carrying grass, firewood,"a'nd other things to‘ the
market; and-in working for others, than they' can’getfrom their masters ;‘ and slaves
in this situatiOn, are -in consequence in finer eonditibn,'f more intelligent, and 'more
cheerful. than- they are elsewhere. The only-‘hardship 'to them is,’ that‘they' are
obliged to obey their master’s reQuisition for attendance upon an inadequate
allowanée. _ ' ,

46.#-4Masters through the means of their 'kriSkee kara, or stewards, who are‘in
direct-‘and itnuch‘ more confidential cemmnnication With slaves, give ' presents of
clothes,- oil; of grain, ore few fanams,"on a birth, death or marriage - in the familybf
a slave. In'thefharilest timé,- slaves are'entitled to the crop of certain'portio'ns of
the different fields; as a.compensation for Watching them, 'under‘the name Of pun’da.
kavul; he guards the lands surrounding the pundal or awning under which he 'sits:
In the" caste of Poliibr,-:Whibh "is ”considered the most-ind'ustrious and ~doc‘:ile,: afnd‘
_most'trustw0rthy;a fu‘rther’fee of the same description is given to a kind..of-head~
man,‘whose duty it'is to ‘prevent the inroads of cattle in a large. tract of rice land
belonging to difl‘eredt proprietors. ,

47.-—-.Masters are not entitled to the property of their slaves unless they die without
heirs, ‘but except near large towns' on the coast; it would appear that this privilege
is not Very profitable to the 'proprietor, as property is seldom made by slaves.

48.‘—"-It is very generally admitted, ‘that the price' 'of slaves 'has- risen' since 'the
Company’s goVernme‘nt ;' this is‘ attributed tothe increased demand for "them ;. and
the demand again owes its rise to the‘ tranquillized- state of. the ‘country to an eir-
tended cultivation; and toe greater number ofTeans; and others of the' lower’classes,
having become cultivators of 'land,‘ than’was uSual under the former custom of ' the
countr '. .

49.-)'-'In comparisbn with s'ome other parts of the world, the ’slavery pf Malabar
may be considered of a. mild description: ‘The individuals are born in it, and it is
a second'neture to them. The habits of their lives from'childhood' are formed in
subservieuCy" and accommodation to it; ‘and they feell‘no impatient irksbhieness
arising frbm: the tiherifihed'ihém'ory‘of'rights find cbmforts ionce‘enjoyed, which they
have'vrecently'lost, 'or from a. spirit of" proud’independence conscious of - a title tb'
higher priVilege‘s, and indignant at an unjust exclusion from-them.‘ Their habitual
dependence fipon superiors, would ‘for a time, even make them uneasy upon being
thrown adrift hpon— their bwn-‘resources. ‘ The introduction to slavery does not
bring to them the horrors of being torn violently from the'country of their, birth,
from their nearest and most endeared kindred; of being degraded to the‘ level of
beasts, and sold like them; of suffering the cruel-ties'of- a-vsh'ip imprisonment; of
being forced to'adopt new habits Of life; new kinds of food ; new modes of dress ;
‘and‘e new'lahguage; subjected to a foreign master, speaking a _strange‘ la'nguia’ge‘,
and frequently -de'vdid- 'Of'-the least degree of sympathetic feeling towards them.

5o.-—O_n the other hand, the condition of the predial or rustic slaves of Malabar,
cannot hear a faVOurable compa‘rison‘With that‘of household or domestic slaves
amofig the Mahbmedens. The latter'ere received with them into a'fr'at'emit ,' and
are no‘ longer kept at a Suspicious distance.‘ In Arabientheir treatment is sai -. to be
like that of children, and they go by the appellation of sons with their'tnasters.
They often "rise'to the‘most‘eonfidential station in the family; and the external ap-
pearance of the master" and ‘SIave is hardly distinguishable, they- are so much‘upon
a ar. -
212—113 Canara‘ it ‘is n01: uncommbn'for slaves, to have srnall'pieceé of {and given

to them by their masters for raising vegetable productions, and they sometimes have
parts Of rice fields;- and a 'few cocoe-nut' trees, particularly assrgned to their use.
Lands'are also leased out' to ‘theni. They are not'eithe‘r herd in ithe'sameodegree of
disrepute with respect to caste; their approach short of acteal contract is sufl’er‘ed
withOut contempt by their'Soodra proprietors, and they seem m thle respect to here
the same privilege as 'a man‘of the Tean‘caste, in Malabar, has reiatlvel to ‘a Nair. ‘

52.-’—In Malabar, a'féw individual instances are mentioned of slaves ‘oldin’g land}
in patum or lease, and of their being responsible for the government revenube,‘ rt
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being enteredin- theirznames 'in the accounts, blit these instances are‘very rare e19ceptions to the general rule. . 4 .53.—&Upon the occasion of the condition‘ of the slaves bf Maiabat being brOughtinto notice," it was lately.suggested,' that slavery should -be subjected to 'the rule of'the Mahomedan law. . This, if carried completely into. effect, would indeed‘mitigatethe severity of slavery, and rendetslaves in Malabar a very different race of mortals;but; strictly» speaking, slavery fs'not permitted by' the Mahomedan law to be practisedby any but 'Mussulmans, and even by them only as regards the inhabitants'of countriesnot agreeing ‘to become Converts ~to :Mahomedanismx‘and at the. same time refusinto pay the tax- it‘npos'edaby Mahdmed upon )i'nfidels‘, or to permit the freeexercise ethe Mahomedan’ religion. ‘ Sla'ves made-soby Stealth, and not in open war; or on anauthorized‘occasionl are not recognized by'the' Koran; and‘theacquisitionv of slavesby purchase, as practised by the Mopla Mahomedans in. Malabar, is equally i'rre-iconcileable to the‘ Mahomedau law."'Th'01igh 'it may be impossible to apply the'minutiw of‘ the Mahomedan law to the peculiar kind of slavery existingxin‘Maiabar;it‘is'neverthe'less .easy to borrow from'the benevolent spirit of'the Iaw,‘ 'or of the'actual practice among Mahomedaus. Ill treatment of slaves is with them pnnishaable".by the slave ?being emancipated; tO‘the less of the master, Or being-sold toanother master; on convictions before the quazee.. .'54.'—Though it' may behllowed', that slayery in'Malabar. is not, intolerable, andnot exercised to an excessive degr'ee of active cruelty, the diminutive and‘squalidappearance, and - the wretchedhovels of aLréce 0f beings on the province, who; bya census taken of the population in Fusly 1 216, were reckoned to amount to 94,786;mfiib’iently indicate; that they ‘do not enjoy that comfortable state’of existence whicheyerypersOn. shou'ld‘at‘least have it'. in his power t0'a6quire by his labour. Thereare no.doubt many freemen in the difl'erent ranks Of society who are equally indigentwith the slave.‘ The slave is: scarcely ever exposed to the extremity of actualstarvation,‘and it has been stated by'respectable public" authority, and I understandwith correctness, that‘e-be‘ggar of this caste'is seldom‘or never to be fOUnd. Butamong the freemen there are too many, who are too proud, from. their fermer ran’k;too idle, and too dishonest from habit, towork, and they have'recourse to charityand fraudulent means to gain their subsistence ; but it matters not that manyworth‘xless chatactersaré in, worse circumstances ;, the question' is,‘ whether slayes are“ ascomfortable as they ought to be, and whether they acquire as much by their owxiindustry in servitude, as they would in a‘ free state? Their condition is undoubtedlyimproved ‘con‘siderably? under. the Company’s government; for the British law» hasextended its protection to them in common with’al], against injury to their lives orlimbs,:or any great severity of ill usage; but British justice and humanity are notsatistied till they :have accomplished, by rational means, all the good that is capableof being done. The general tranquillity which prevails through the British empirein India. seems to present a favourableopportunity for commencing the War]; ofamelioriati‘on, and to withhold it, would be to sanction the. perpetuity of slavery.55.~—'-The allowance made to slaves in the different districts, contrasted with whata free labourer gets, is as follows :—-—- 4
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This information was. furnished to me .by respectable natives, who are proprietors
of slaves themselves, and not disposed to admit that the authority eVer slaves is
eXercised with any extraordinary severity.

56.-.-The most serious objections I have heard against any active measure in
favour of the slaves of Malabar, arethe violation of the rights of private. property,
which it' would involve; and the necessity to which the proprietors would be subjected
of paying more fonlabour, employediin the cultivation of their lands, and .the difli.‘-
cultywhich slaves would have of. subsisting, if left to their own resources.

57.-—It is not requisite to make such an abruptinnovation‘ upon {established rites
and customs, as to declare the slaves to be free forthwith, but a~prospect should be
opened of eventual but gradual emancipation, and proprietors should be indemnified
by the payment of :a maximum price, which should previously be ascertained :for
each district, and promulgated. To set the example; government might be disposed
to sanction, the occasional appropriation of: small sums annually to the purchase. of
slaves, and to accept slaves in payment of arrears of revenue, which from being too
heavy, itmight at all events be advisable to remit; but in all these cases, the wishes
of the individuals themselves should be consulted, and they should not be emam
cipated unless they feel confident of being able to earn their own livelihood without
assistance. Slaves should also have the powerlof redeeming themselves frOm .servi-
t_ude, wheneVer the exertions bf their own industry may place them 'in a state of
indemnifying their. masters for theJOSS of their rights of property over them. Thé
magistrate‘should have the power of fining or emancipating'forill treatment. It
need not .be apprehended. that these provisions would bring about-an emancipation
too rapidly; but the knowledge of their future Operation would. in the mean time
act as a stimulus to'the activity of the slaves, and it would} insure better treatment
on the part of theproprietors. Slaves thus cautiously emancipated. would not be
likely to leave their usual places of residence, as long 'as they afford: the necessary
means of subsistence, and that in most cases they would, there can be little doubt,
for there could be nothing to diminish the demand .of their old masters .for their
services. . They would therefore still be living on» the old estates, but more com-;
fortably and respectably, and probably less addicted to ~the petty pilfering ofiwhich.
their masters now accuse them. A great improvement‘might be expected to take
place .in the state. "of, cultivation in the province, 3 for not only would the old slaves
work more 'cheerfully, and with more effect, but many proprietors in. the southern
division, who from indolence leave every thing .to their slaves, would be inclined to
betake themselves to manual labour, when they foundrthat they were obligedto pay
higher for. it in others. Upon the principles of these observations, I have drawn out
aregulation respecting slaves, which ,I haye submitted to government through the
Board of Revenue. The cautious nature of the-difi'erent provisionstrenders it easy
to ap’ply'it-to Ganaraas 'well as Malabar; without inconvenience; ‘for though in
Canara slavery may be considered to exist'in a milder form, its gradual supercession
would be attended with'benefit; _ , ‘

-_ 58.—Upon an assurance from themselves that they 'would earn amore‘ liberal sub-
siste'nce in‘a free-state, ‘I purchased and emancipated at" Calicut, under deeds regis-
tered in the zillah courts, a woman of about 52 years of age,‘ her ‘son‘of‘ '31, her
daughter 25, with an infant “in her arms, and the'husband of her daughter of 35.
They are of the Kalladee caste. They feel, I believe, some degree ofawkwardness
at not having some tambran, some patron to look up to; and their neighbours, who
erived no pleasure from the example of emancipation thus commenced, endeavoured,~

and in part succeeded, in instilling into, them the idea, that they were purchased
with no other motive, than that of being conveyed by sea to some distance on a good
opportunity; "but their alam't‘ Was} not 'so great ‘as ‘to prevent their communicating
the report to meon being asked. a They were every day e'nga ed out at work, upon
terms which secured them a comfortableglivelihood, so that ' have littledoubt that
their freedom will promote their comfort and happiness.
.‘79.t-—The'jfollowing may be reckoned the chief Sources. of the revenues of the
rajahs of Malabar before the country‘came into possession of the Company.

8.—Poly5ttfi‘Penu5£, . ,- _-" --.y ' ; Tamul.
87.—Polyitt$t Penna, or‘degraded women, were a source of profit to rajahs ;; gut-

casts, -not exclusively, but-chiefly of the 'Bramin Caste, they were made over to
. rajahs to take care of. As a cOmpéuSation for their maintenante, and for the

trouble of preventing their oing astray a ain, thegfaniily of the outcast were lathe
habit of ofl‘ering to the‘ raja "s- 93 far as oo fanams, or 150 rupeesrj The myfihs
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“ton St, George .then‘ disposed of them for money, but their future condition was not exactly that'of

Papers: ,a slave. They were generally bought by the coast merchants called Chetties,vby-

State of Slavery whom they had offspring, who came to beintermarried amongpersons of the same

i“ C°WP€“y’3 caste, and in a few generations their origin was obliterated in the ramifications of

Tmmm.’ _new kindred into which they had been adopted.

W 600.——Slaves have in this district, what they have not in others, employment
P018113“ Talook- throughout the year; when their presenceis not required in the rice cultivation;

they have to bring wood for fuel and building,- from a. distance, which is not

necessary in the districts where the cocoa nut grows in abundance, near the houses

of the inhabitants. ‘

1,1.3o.——-The landed proprietors of Wynaud are torpid to a degree; all the field

work is done by slaves called Paniers, who are held in higher. estimation than the

slaves of the lower districts. They are admitted to the threshold of their masters

houses, and they are even employed in grinding rice for the use of the temples.

There is besidesa numerous race of men called Koorchur, who are ignorant and

superstitious toan extreme, and are easily worked up into insubordination by the

arts of their chiefs. Wynaud is readily combustible, and its management requires

,a conciliatory but firm hand; I think the establishment of one tahsildar insufficient

for so extensive, wild and savage a district.

1,583L—In the large towns of Tellicherry, Calicut and Cananore, the wages of

labour vary from half to one billy fanam a-day, according to the work; a spades-

mangets half a fanam, a labourer in house building one fanam, a labourer at a fence

or mud wall half a fanam ; besides this the hire of porters is regulated by the dis-

tanse they have to carry loads within the town and its immediate vicinity.

l,584.———,A common labourer may be reckoned to be able to procure work for

eight months of the year, or about twenty days of each of the twelve months, which
will give ten or twenty old fanams (two and ahalf or five rupees) a month, accord-

ing to the work; porters again earn from seven to eight rupees per month.

1,585. Common labourers in the inland districts may be reckoned to get one new

gold fanam ameng three 'or four, or a quarter or a third of a fanam each; and to have

work for twenty days in the month, and to get 5,00 c} fanams or 1 % rupees, and
.72, reas or 1 i rupees and 60 reas per month.

1,’586.——In the northern division, from two to two and a. half yedungallees of
paddy, and inthe southern division, from two to- three yedungallees are given to
field labourers; it is paid in kind.. It must be remarked, that grain is cheaper in the

southern than the northern division. If the labour \vere paid in money this difl‘er-

enee would be a proof that the southern labourers are remarkably well: paid.

APPENDIX (R.)
Examination. of Koonda Minon, Kariakur Vadakay Yadatoo, Vumboodrie,

Karatoo .Yeadatoo Numboodrie, Killay , Yadatoo, Kamoo Menon, Kotit
Koroo Menon, Potana Nair, Nedatoom Killay Nair, Kotenjarry Punikar, and
Parawnay Punikar, Nadrullies, Deshwallies, Jumakars and Mookistamars 01
the Betutnaad and. ‘Purpunaad Talooks, taken on the 6th June 1819, and
continued till the’Sth. ' I

36. Question.-—What is the price for which a slave is sold?
36.-——One hundred old fanams for a cherman and chermee of the Kanakur tribe ;

fer a cherman of the Erratan tribe '48 fanams, and a chermee of the same tribe,
64 fanams _are- the usual prices.

37.——How is the patum or chermakal fixed?
37.—The patam of a cherman and chermee would be five old fanams per annum.

‘ 38.-’—5What is the daily allowance of a cherman and chermee ?‘
'1 wound a half yedingullies of paddy per diem.

(S.)‘_—-—I.i‘.xamination of' Moolanoor Numboodry, Karatulayatoor Namboodry,
kodlta.Namboodry,. Korangal Naunboodry, Pathry‘ Sherey, Moossatha and
Koonat Meessatha Dershevies,-- and Peroomboolavil Koou‘domenon, Pulikera
Kristnarkar Nair, Peroombilavibv Therarepa Menon, Chalapoorat Kristna
>Menon, ' Mookestan of Choughaut and- Kootnad - Talook, ' taken on the
27th Eddavom 994, M. s. oragth May 1819.7. ' '

35-. Suestion.—'~What is the rate at.whieh addiars (slaves of' the. soil) are
.50 . . ~

36. Answer.
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36. Answer.—-Fonnerly the price of a cherman. of the Kanakan tribe was 75 fa-
nams, and that of achermy and her child of the Poolar tribe also 75 fanams ; the
present price may be taken from 50 to 120 fanams.

37,-_In:what manner is the pattern or 'chermakals fixed?
37.-—If verroom pattom, a male and female cherm’ar together would fetch three

parrahs of paddy (annually); if given on kanuom, the interest of the kannom
Would be deducted, ‘and the remainder left as the pattom.

38'.—-What is the vullee or hire payable to them? ,
38.-—Four seers of paddy (a-day) for a male and female slave together.

(T.)—Examination of Rakanat Kaymall, Kenat Achan, Eddatarra Kamall,
Manoor Nair, Kongat Nair, Sajana 'Nambiar, Keyhadatti Kristna -Menon,
Eran‘galoor Chandoo Taravanar, Manambrakat Shangara Panikar, Kaddom
Kanddatil Ranren Manuddy Nair, Koddomsherry Chepa Panikar, Navaloor
Chatoonair and Chenat' Nachan, of the ‘Palghat Talook; taken on the
16th May 1819.

36.—Questi0n.——What is the selling price of slaves?
36.—Answér.-¢-Formerly, a male and female together, of the churmur caste,

were procurable for 250’ fanams, and now 300 fanams.

(signed) Rekcmat Kaymall; Kenat Achan; Eddattarra Kaymall; Illawar-
Nair; Kangat Nair ; Sajana Nambiar ; Keyheddato Kristna
Menon ; Erengaloor Chandoo Travanon; Manambrakat Shangara
Panikar ;- Kaddoom Kanddatil Ramen Manaddy Nair; Koddaom
Shery Chepa Panikar; Navaloor Chatoo Nair; Chenat Achan.

Further Examination :

37.—Qucstir'm-.—In what manner would pattom on slaves, called chermers,
be fixed?

37.——Answer.—~A male and a female chermer, would together be held to yield
a pattom of 12 fanams per annum; if only one, 6 fanams. The sale and transfer
of slaves areconducted in the same manner as those of land.

38.-—-What is the vullee or hire allowed to them?
38.—-To a male and female slave, 5 dangolies (equal to 4 macleod s_eers) are

given daily, ' both for their maintenance and toddy.

(Y.)-——Walloowanaad.

Examination made on the 23d Meddom, 994, M. s. or 4th May 1819.

36.—-Question.—-What is the price at which slaves are given in jennon?
36.——Answer.—Formerly, a good Poola cherman (male), and a. chermy (female),

would fetch 90 fanams; at present, as far as 150. Formerly,.a cherman of the
Kunnakan or Erralan caste would fetch 60 fanams, and at present, as far as
100 fanams.

3,7.-——What pattom would each yield, and what are the customs observable
at the time of selling?

Bonds similar to those when lands are sold or transferred, are passed. For-
merly, the pattom was not above 3 parrahs of paddy, or 3 fanams ; at present, it
has increased as far as 5 fanams.

(signed) Kollatoor Wariar; Mmate Moossatha ; Kadamana Mossatlz ;
Parakat Nair; .Ellembellakatht Achan; Pellapedatc Kristna
Menon ; Chakaddal Vapoo Terragan; Thirarecha Menon Hobl‘y,
Menon of Manarkad; Ramen Menon, Menon of Koorawa;
Shengara Menon, Menon of Arcgaripar; Ramen Menon, Menon
of Pandikad ; Vapoo Yeshootachen, Menon of Kollatoore.

1.25.
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Q. Q.——Explanation.

Polyatta penna, or degraded women, were a source of profit. to rajahs‘ Out-
casts not exclu sively, but chiefly of the Bramin caste; they were made over to rajahs
to take care of, as a compensation for- their maintenance, and for the trouble of
preventing their going‘astray again, the family. of the outcast were in the habit of_
offering to the rajah as far as 600 fanam‘s,‘ or rupees 150.‘ The rajah's then di's-i
posed of them‘ for' money, but their future condition 'was "not exactly that of a
slave ; they were generally bought by the caste merchants, called chettees, by whom
they had ofl‘springs, who came to be intermarried among persons of the same caste,
and in a few generations their, origin was obliterated in- the. ramifications of new
kindred into which' theyhad been adopted.

Amount in Malabar, according to an account taken in 1807, to 96,386.
In a garden given to a slave, i10t a chermur, Or" a person who can be sold, rather

a. vassal, under the lord’s particular protection, a certain patum is taken sometimes.
and sometimes more land so given can never be taken away, but remains with the
vass'al till his death. ‘If he dies without heirs, it reverts to' the 'lord paramount, a
vellavrin er salt manufacturer, who had got such a piece of land at Calicut, said
it was a place where he could be buried; he seemed to consider it a privilege
ensured to him.

Extract, General Report of the Foujdarry Adawlut to the Governor in council
of Fort St. George, for the year 1 823. ' '

212.——Pargraph 64 of the Report“ contains a suggestion'founded upon certain
instances of cruelty practised on slaves by their masters, that forfeiture of the right
of property-over slaves should be made the penalty for ill usage.

2! 3.—This subject has, in former reports of the third judge, been brought under
consideration; and orders were issued by the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, under
date 27th November 1820, founded on a futwa of their Mahomedan law oflicers,
directing that on all occasions of acts of this description, the perpetrators should be
brOught to trial.

214.——It may be remarked, that the instances of barbarous cruelty, mentioned in
the present Repbrt, occurred some years ago); and the eourt of Foujdarry Adawlut
would hope, that no act of, this nature could now be perpetrated, without bringing
exemplary punishment upon the offender.

215.-—-The subject has. already been brought under the consideration of the govern-
ment, by whom some legislative provision regarding the treatment of slaves may
possibly be in contemplation. It appears to thecourt of Eoujdarry Adawlut to be
desirable, that instructions should be given to the perbuttees and patails to appre-
hend any person guilty of an act of cruelty towards his slave; and that, when the
potail may be the offender, theycurman or shambogue should report the case to the
tehsildar. The magistrates should also be enjoined in their circuits, to inquire
particularly as to whether offences of this nature are allowed to pass Without notice,
and all instances of connivance at the ill treatment of slaves on the part of police
officers should be severely punished. It might also be useful to cause a registry to
be made of individuals who have suffered the mutilation, of which instances are
given in the Report, With a view to ascertain whether similar atrocities continue to
be committed. And, finally, the court have to observe, that the perpetrators of any
of the cruelties instanced by the third judge, who may have committed them since

the
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the general regulations were put in force in 'the provinces of Malabar, are of course
liable _to punishment, notwithstanding the time which may have elapsed since their
perpetration. . .

Extract Report from T. H. Baber, - Esq. Third Judge late on Circuit in- the
Western Division, to the Register of the- Foujdarry Adawlut', dated
22d December 1823.~—(Referred to in the foregoing extract) '

59.-—In thefother case of ,“ perjury .and subornationof perjury.” No 27 _on the
calendar, there were two prisoners, the first of whom was charged withihavihg falsely
accused one Plapaddatile Kittoo of causing the ‘death of a cherman slave; named
Kurey Nayady, in the month of Chingu'm 996, ‘by beating him, throwing him upon
his back, andin this state, amputating his nose; and, lastly, placing an iron ring
on his.leg,. of which ill-treatment the said cherman died on the ,third day after-
wards. The case was originally investigated by the assistant magistrate, who _con-
sidered the charge as unfounded ; ,it, appearing to him, that the deceased had died
twoor, three years antecedent to. the period in question ;» that at the time of his
death, the woundwher'e his nose had been amputated, had healed, .and in fact, that
he had died a natural death. The .case 'was inquired intov'by the criminal judge,
who. committed the person who preferred the original complaint, and the principal ,
witness, totake their trial before the court 'of circuit; _

60.:-.-The prisoners, when arraigned, pleaded the general issue, and persisted 1in
saying, that their depositions on oath, in regard to the fact of the deceased cherman
having met with his death from the ill-treatmen't he mentioned,: was the truth. , The
laws ioflicer acquitted both prisoners, on the grounds that there was no, dOubt
'that the deceased’s nose had‘ been amputated,g,and,that; tw'o'other cherman slaves
had been alsomaimed bythedefendant, PlapaddatileKitth; and henceg'he argued,
there was cause to suppose; that the, charge against 'Plapaddatile-Kittoo was not
afgroundless one. . . _ - '

61. AmOngst the witnesses for the prosecution, two churmurs appeared; without
n’oses'; xone churman Coonyaa'y said, that his nese had been amputated ten or twelve
years ago, by Cannapar Mootar, because he had runaway from ill-treatment ; that
the‘. yearwbefore, Cherooman Oomakin’s nbsehad- been 'cut off; a short time after,
the deceased, Koory Noryady’s nose shared thesame fate, and after him, Cherman
Chelkar’s' was also amputated; that the' latter person: had run off, and had
never. since been heard of ; that Koony Noryady died, as he was informed, ‘by his
chermee, five or six years ago, of the cholera. Cherooman 00mialcin deposed, that
thezdeceased, Koory Noryady, had been dead six years; that he died-a natural
death ;' his complaint was fever; that one Cunhy Kristnen had amputated the de-
ceased’s nose, six years previousto his death; that his (witness) nose had been
amputated thirteen years ago, by one Itteken Nair, and that the reason of his not
complaining Was; that he would be only worse treated if he did; Both these witnesses
difi'ered5in their examinations before the assistant magistrate and the court Of cir-
cuit, andithe latter'declared, that when he was sent to court to give his evidence,
one Plap‘addatil Katy Nair gave him and the -.other slaves “a new moondoo each,
and told them all to say, when «they were asked by the sahib (judge) .how Koory
Noryady had ‘cdme by. his death, that he had died of:the cholera, and if asked, who
had 'cutivoflitheir noses,- to ‘say, the krishikaranmar (superintendent of' cultivation).
Three other .WitneSSes were examined; .one . said, that K00ry Noryadydied in the
year 993 ; that his noisehadbeen amputated by Ittinash Nair one year previous to
hisdeath; another, that he died in 994 or 995 ;'that-seven' or eight years ago, he
(witness). had first known? him, 'at'which time‘ hisnnose had been amputated;
and ‘thelast, a cherman, 'that “the deceased died six years-- ago, and ‘that' his wife
told‘him' he had died of fever ;‘_he had known him eight years; all that time he was
noseless ; he heard that .one Ittenen Nair amputated it.

62.:~Be‘sides thes‘e grbss contradictions in ‘regard to the period ofdeceased‘s death,
the cause thereof, the ,period when his nose was amputated, the person by whom
that‘barbarous act was perpetrated, and, above all, the acknowledgment by one
the-slaves; that he and the rest had been instructed 'by. their master asto the evi-
dence they ‘were to give ; the evidence‘bn the defence was greatly in "favour of the
prisoner’s statements an oath, one of whom'indeed went so‘far astoi'sayg that he
heard the cries of the deceased when he'was undergoing "the operation of cutting off
his nOSe, and that- he died shortly afterwards.- 'I therefOre concurred in the law
ofliCer’s verdict, 'and discharged the 'priso‘ners,'~and Would ~not haverested hegeE

1 25. u
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Fort St. George but have ordered the original prosecution to have gone on, bad I seen a prospect of
Palms: the anthers of these barbarities being brought to condign punishment.

State Of Slavfi')’ 63.——The result of these two trials will shew, that sufficient care and circum-
”T355532? spection are not observed by magistrates and criminal judges with regard to pro«
L‘H secution for ‘false swearing, a crime, which has been just observed by court of

I Foujdarry Udawlut, is more-easily charged than proved ; ‘for although that crime is
declared to be ‘-‘ giving intentionally and deliberately before a court of judicature,
magistrate, or other‘authorized public officer, afalse deposition upon oath relative to
some judicial proceeding, civil or criminal, and upon a point material to the issue
thereof,” to me it does not appear a necessary consequence; that all courts, civil or
criminal; are cOmpetent and bound,'without limitation, to commit persons whOm they
may consider to have been guilty of perjury before themselves. ' ' In Complaints‘which
criminaljudges are empowered to hear and determine, without reference to any‘au'tho;
rity, they are undoubtedly competent and bound to proceed against and commit for
trial, persons "whom they’ may consider to have been guilty of perjury before
them; because, having the whole evidence before them, both for the presecution
and the defence, they are enabled -to form a correct judgment‘of the real merits of
the ease ; - but in cases not punishable by magistrates or criminal'judges, and only
cogn‘izable by the ‘courts Of circuit, and consequently in which neither 'criminal,
judges or magistrates, can take evidence for the defence, those officers can only have
a(p‘artiai, or‘ at least, imperfect knewledge‘of the faets; which are as necessary to
be proved as the falsehood of what had been uttered on oath; I do not mean to say,
that a primdfacic case may not be made out before a. crimin'aljudge‘ and magistrate,
but exc‘epting' false swearers‘shall themselves acknowledge their guilt, such cases
must be very rare, and on this account; I am of opinion, that no person ought to
be committed for trial for perjury, in matters cognizable only by a court of circuit,
excepting it shall appear to two or more judges of a court of ‘circuit, forming a court
at the Sudder station, that there are sufficient grounds for such a prosecution.

64.—Adverting to the facts elicited during the foregoing trial, it will no longer be
denied that cruelties are practised upon the slaves of Malabar, and that our courts
and chtcherries are no restraints upon their owners or employers, for whatever doubts
may exist, with regard to the exact period of the death of the Cherooman Koorry
Noryady, or to the immediate cause of his death, there can be none as to thelfact
of his nose having been amputated, as well as those'of three 'other slaves belonging
to the same owner; and that, although the case had come before the magistrate, 110'
steps have been taken to bring the perpetrators of 'such horrid barbarities to 'justice.
-Upon the latter head it may be argued, that the slaves themselves preferredino com-
plaint ; but if it is to depend upon the slaves themselves to seek for the protection Of
the laws,‘ their situation must be hopeless indeed, for having no means of subsistence,
independent of their owners 'or employers, their repairing to and attending upon a
public cutcherry, is a thing physically impossible, and even though those provisions
of the regulations that require all complaints to be preferred in writing, were dis.
Ipensed within favour of slaves, and they were exempted from the payment of tolls
at the numerous ferries they would have to pass, and though an allowance were made
to them by government, during their detention at the cutche‘rries and courts, 'unless
forfeiture of the right of property over slaves was the penalty for ill usage, their
situation would only become more intolerable than it was before they complained.
I never myself entertained any other Opinion, than that the treatment of the slaves
in Malabar, particularly in the interior, was the very reverse of a mild description;
and' I have no doubt, the late commissioner, Mr. Graeme, has in his' report upon
Malabar, confirmed , all I .have written upon this most interesting subject, and
snggested such measures as will,’ if carried into efi'ect,‘ be the means of improving
greatly'their condition, and of extending to them protection, against, at leastsimilaf
cruelties to those brought to_ light in the trial that has given rise to those observations,

Extract, General Report of the Foujdarry Adawlut, to the Governor in council
of Fon St. George, for the year- 1 825.

245.—-We had the honour to receive the following letter from the secretary to
government in the judicial department, under date the 28th June last :—

VideAppendix, 245-—I am directed by the Honourable the GOVernor in council to transmit to
Na 18, p. 437.. you, for the consideration and report of ' the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, the ac.-

companying copy of a letter from the principal collector and'magistrate of Tanjore,
and of the statement which is referrcd to in it.

247,-Thc



0F “DlRECTORS AND THE GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 929

247.——-The Gavernor in council apprehends, that there would be great danger of
doing harm rather than good, by any attempt to regulate and ,reStrict by law, as pro-
posed by Mr. Cotton, the practice of selling children. It is obviously desirable, to
avoid giviugsthat sanction to the practice, which in the cases not prohibited, would
,bei’mplied by suchxestrictiont .Thepevil appears to arise from the_ usages jof the.
country, with respect to domestic slavery, a subject of much difficulty and delicacy,
and where there is more ground .to hope for improvement, from the gradual operation
of the administration ,ofpolice and justice; in aspirit favourable to personal freedom,
than from positiveenactments. .

248.--The stealing of children; however, is a crime,- for the suitable punishment
of twhich,._i£.means are wanting, provision ought certainly to be made. And the
same observation applies, to the transporting of_children by sea to the eastward or
elsewhere, for the purpose. of selling themes slaves.

a49.-—.With reference ,to‘ the foregoing communication, we had the honour to
receive the following letter from theisecretary to government in the judicial depart~
meat..under date the 22d July last.

250.-——With reference to ‘my letter of the 28th ult. N‘ 234, [am directed to
transmit: ‘10. you,'for. the information of the judges, the accompanying copy of a
further‘gommunication from the magistrate of Tanjore, relative to the stealing and
selling of children.

251.3111. reply toe the above communications, the register of the Foujdarry
Adawlut addressed the following letter to ,the secretary to government in the
judicial dipartmeng under datethe 2gth July last.
252—” am’ directed by the judges of the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, to acknow-

ledge the” receipt of your letters,‘ N“ 234 and 262, dated respectively the 28th ult.
and the 22d inst, transmitting copies of communications received from the magis-
trate of Tanjore, regarding the practice of selling and kidnapping children, of which
several instances have latelybeen broughtto his notice.

253.~—The offence of stealing children, being punishable under the Mahomedan
law, at the discretion of the. Hakim, cases of this description fall withinthe scope
of the provisions of , clause VII, section 2, and clause III, section seven, Regula-
tion XV, of 1803, and consequently it cannot be'said, that means are wanting for
its adequate punishment, under the law‘as it now stands. .

254.—In the'first case, mentioned in the statement accompanying the magistrate’s
letter of the 17th ult. the sentence passed by the criminal judge was not'warranted
by the Regulations, as was pointed out to him, ' when it appeared, in his quarterly
report‘ furnished under thenprovisions ‘Qf section 35, Regulation X, of ‘I 8:6, and
the opinion of the Foujdarry Adawlut, was communicated to this officer, that in
these cases, the prisoners should be committed for trial before the court, of circuit.

255.—F0r the purpose of putting a stop to the practice of transporting children
by sea to the eastward ‘or elsewhere, in order to sell them as slaves, the introduction
of some new rules appearsto the judges to be necessary.

256.—It may be thought desirable, that the opinion of the advocate general
should be taken, as to how far the local criminal courts can be invested with power
to punish this offence, they having no jurisdiction over crimes maritime.

APPENDIX, N' 18.

To the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department, Fort St. George.

Sir:-—The crime of kidnapping Children, and the traffic that is carried on in the
sale and purchase of them, appearina ‘to me to‘ deserve the notice of the Honourable
the Govatnor in Council, I have thebhonour to transmit to you a statement of a few
cases that hate lateiy occurred in this district, and beg to submit to government the
expediency of adopting some measures to put a stop to them. _ '

2.-—-It appears, that the persons concerned in this traflic are chiefly those con-
nected with vessels trading to the eastern ports; and from what I have understood,
of a number of these unfortunate children having been lately discovered in a house,
either at Portonove or Cuddalore,-the object in the purchase seems solely to be to
til°ansport them in ships sailing to the eastward, and to dispose of them there as
s aves.

3.~-—-I have now given orders. for all children landed from a dhoney, or other
vessel arriving at Nagore, or any of the ports in this district, to be detained till the
.tindall, or other person in charge,,gives a satisfactory account of them; and when
this is not obtainable, to send the party. with the children, to my cutcherry; and

125. I have
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I have also directed, that before the port clearance is granted fax! any native vessel
sailing to the eastward, a deputation of public servants shall proceed on board, to
ekamine that there are no children‘in her, the knowledge of which may possibly put
a hheck to this inhuman traffic; but unless some severe penalty is ugade known, and
authorized by the Regulations, for the ofi'ence, it will continue, I fear, in spite ‘of
every exertionused to prevent it. .

4.~—In the case N° 3 included in the statement, government wxll observe, that
the two little girls there mentioned have been twice sold, just as a person would
diSpOSe of any beast or other property belonging to him; in the case of one,‘ how.-
ever, it seems that the mother first disposed of the child, which, in charity, we,may
suppose that she did so far for its good as to prevent its dying from starvation.
In seasons there of great scarcity and distress, it would perhaps be driving parents
to greater extremities, more abhOrrent- to human nature, was any penalty attached
to the sale of children by their own parents, or to the purchase of them direct from
their parents; but the traflic should, in my opinion, be most'strictly prohibited from
extending any further, and a person purchasing a child from its' parents should on
no account have the power of disposing of it to another.

5.——.To what extent slave , according to the custom of the country, is at present
reeognize'd in the courts 0 justice in the province, I am- not aware, nor am
I acquainted with, any decision yet passed on the subject; but as it seems now to
be carried to a . reater extent than I think is generally understood, and to be
inereasing, some egislativie enactment appears necessary to puta check 'to it; and
it is therefore with due deference that I conceive it my duty to submit the matter
to the consideration of government.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,
(signed)

Tanjore, Nagapatam, 1 7th June 1 825.

J. Cotton, Principal Collector and Magistrate.

Sn'rznntr of Casss lately come under the notice of the Magistrate at Tanjore, of Canon” having been
Kidnapped and Sold.
 

Names and Country i

 

 

 

 
four years of age, both
of the Vellache caste.

 
the first child from Chirma Coleu-
darowten, of Aderampatam, on the
6th May 1825, as per bill of sale in
his possession, for three pagodas,
and the second girl he also pur-
chased from Syed Cunnee,‘ of
Adrampatam, on the 5th May, for
32 D" as per another bill of sale in
his hands.

N. B. The  

Names and Cute Particulars of the
No. of the of the Childnn, and how Discovery made respecting the REMARKS.

Parents claiming. disposed at". Children”

1. Mortee Am- A boy (name un- Thischild was discovered in the Shenagaumee accused of stealing
mal ofNagapa- known), about 3 years house of Shelaiman, a Lubbay of the child; having confessed that she

N0" tam, the mo- old, ofthe Cowrycaste; Nagore, who has abseonded. enticed it away, and sold the boy to
1824‘ ther. delivered over to his a Lubbay man in Nagore, for two

mother. pagodas, was forwarded to the Cri-
minal Court, and there sentenced to
one year's imprisonment and labour
without irons.

g. Meerasen Noorsa, a Lubbay This child was ofi'ered for sale by -It appears that this boy having
Berbee of Cud- bo , about six years a Lu'bbay woman (name unknown). been enticed away from its parents,

may dalore, the mo- 01 , delivered over to at the house of Acoonamercoir, of was brought for sale to Nagore by
1825' ther. hie mother, 3rd June Nargaon, where objection being a Moor woman, who has absconded,

1825. made to purchase, information was and whose name is not known.
given to the Cutwall.

3. Parentshave Curpee, agirl, about Both these children were found It appears by a former bill of sale
not yet appear~ six years old, and Cur— in the house of Allapichee, of Na- for the child Curpee, that she wased. pahee, a girl of about gore, who states that he purchased sold by her motherAddakee, of Ma-

nalacoodee, to Chime Colondarow—
ten, for five ck“, on the 28th Octo-
ber 18-24, and that the other girl,
Curpahee, was formerly sold, as
mentioned in the bill of sale, by one
Pandee, of Manamailcoodee, to
Syed Curence; these two children
having been twice transferred by
sale from the possession of one
person to another.
above persons concerned in these

transactions, have been summoned to give an account
of them, and security has been taken from Allapi-
chee, the purchaser, for his own appearance, and
also to produce the children when required.
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Nune- nnd Country Names and Cute Particulars of the
N" of the of the Children. and how Discovery made respecting the REMARKS.

Parents claiming. disposed of. Children.

4. Hussainbeg, Nazerbeg,a mussul- This child was discovered by its This boy, it appears was enticedthe father, and man boy, about ten parents in the house of Abummud away from its parents at Madras,Germesa, the years old, delivered Abdulcadur, of Nagore, the father- and brought to Nagore on board amother, both of over to his parents,4th in-law of Moor Mahummud, ac- dhoney, by Moor Mahummed, whoMadras. , June 1825. cused of kidnapping it. Thas absconded.

5. Curpahee. Moor Candee, aboy This boy was discovered by the These two children appear tothe mother, of six years old, deliver- mother in the house of Koomma- have been enticed away andMadras. ed over to his mother, nachee, who acknowledges that brought .from Madras to Nagore,15th Jnne1825. she received the child from a man, in a dhoney, by a man named
N.B. His sister, a who offered to give it to her, but , Veerabadren, who has absconded.girl of 10 years ‘old, did not pay any price for it; and According to the account the boy

was carried away atthe states, she does not know his name, gives, his sister was sold by the
same time,and brought or who he is. same man, at another house, which
to Nagore, but has not has been searched in vain to dis-
yet been discovered. cover her.‘    
 

N. B. Copies of the Bills of Sale alluded to in the Remark on case N“ 3, In herewith furnished.

Tanjore Nagapatsm,} (signed) J. Cotton,
16th June i825. Pr. Co]. and Magistrate,

(True copy.) (signed) .J. Macleod, Sec? to Gov'.

APPENDIX, N° 19.

To the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department, Fort St. George.
Sir:——In continuation of the subject of my letter, dated 17th ultimo, I have the Entered on an Ju.

honour now to transmit, for the further information ofthe Honourable the Governor dicial Consultations
in council, copy of a. letter addressed to me by my assistant, Mr. R. Bannerman, °§th° 9“ July
reporting the particulars of two more cases that [have been brought before him of 1 25'
shildren having been kidnapped and sold. The circumstance too which he states,
of three Malabar boys having recently been sent to his ofiice, as having been brought
by Lubbaymen from Madras, and the measures he has taken regarding them, I beg
likewise to bring to the notice of government.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. Cotton, Principal Collector and Magistrate.

Tanjore, Nagapatam, 14th Jufy 1825.

To the Magistrate of Tanjore.

Sir :--In the first of two castes I have the honour to forward, a complaint was
made by a man called Palia'n, that his child, a‘ girl of six years old, had been car-
ried off from a village about seven miles distant. Eventually the prisoners, Fran-
cisco and ‘Madalehal, were apprehended with the .child in their possession. Their
account of the affair is, that the child was brought to the house where they live by
a man called Chinnam (since absconded), who kept it there several days, and then
sold' it to‘a Lubbay man, named Sheik Abdulcadai'; that. he kept the child at the
house of one ?Pechee two or three days, and then took it to Nagore for the purpose
of selling it, and that they accompanied «him, topass for its relations, each receiving
a sm'all sum of money; bill: the person to whom it was offered, Faquere Modeen,
refused to receive it. Faquere Modeen depeses, that the child was brought. to his
house, and offered for sale to him, by Francisco ‘alone, who stated that he was his
uncle. Pechee swears, that‘the child was kept a shert time at his house, and food
brought to it-by- Shekh Abdulcadar’s father. Shekh Abdulcadar denies that he
bought the child, or employed others to sell .it for him; he only admits that he went
with the, other two to point out the house of Faquere Modeen. Although the

125. parties
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parties concerned in the transaction, by mutual accusation endeavour to free them-
selves from blame, I think there is little reason to doubt that the three, Francisco,
Madolenal, and Shekh Abdulcadar, were privy to the child’s having been kidnapped
by Chinna, and have co'nfederated to procure the sale of it. I am of opinion there
is sufficient proof that Francisco offered the child for sale, certainly knowing it to
have been stolen, and thereforepropose forwarding the case to the criminal judge.

2.—-In the other case; I would bring to your notice the same man, Shekh Abdul-
~ cadar, as Concerned-‘in a3similar manner; having; ,as hev~ailows,-purchased a boy

N' 6.

from a‘woman caliéd Patumaiia, 'of'Na'gore, and sold him at an advanced price in
a short time' after to a personin Nagapatam. , This woman being questioned asto
where she got the boy, says now that he is her‘grandson, and that his mother died
at P'ortnova,‘ leaving 'him destitute, and that shein consequence took possession of
him, and’in a" short time’ sold him. She acknowledges that the account she gave
regarding him "at'the time of sale was very difl'erent,--it being, *that he was a stranger
she had picked up at Madras." This variation in her story, coupled with what the
little boy says of his having; been enticed away, gives some reason fondoubting the
legality of the mode she has taken to get him into her possession. ‘It might, perhaps,
be ascertained at Portnova, whether he has parent‘s'there.

3.—-As connected with this Subject, I take the 'present opportunity to_ mention
that three Malabar boys have within the last four days been sent to the office, having
been brought from Madras, on board a native craft by Lubbay people belonging to
this,.as.neither of the boys appear to have any relations at Madras,‘and seem, to
avoid starvation, 'to have, come quite voluntarily with the people who have brought
them "down. I have merely required security that they will neither sell or export
them, and to, prodnce them- when require ,- which they'consenting to give, they
have been allowed to retain the boys.

I have, &c. .
(signed) R. A. Bannerman, Assistant Magistrate.

Nagapatam, I4th July 1825.-

Extract, Fort.St. George Judicial Consultations, 9th August 1825.

Read the following letter from the Register to ‘the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut,

N" 5o.-’-To the Secretary to Governmentsin the Judicial Department.
Sir :41 ani‘directed by thejudges of the court of Foujdarry Ada'wlut, to ackno‘we

ledge the 'receipt, of your letters, N° 234 and 262, dated respectively the 28th ultimo;
and- the 22d instant, transmitting 'copies of communications" received from the
magistrate of Tanjore, regarding the practice of selling and kidnapping chiidren; of
which several instances have lately been brought to his notice.

2.-—The offence of stealing children being punishable under the Mahomedan law,
at the discretion of Hakim, cases of this description fall within the scope of the
provisions of clause seventh, section'2, and clause third, section 7, RegulationVI,
of 1803, and consequently it cannot be said, that means are wanting for its adequate
punishment under the law as itanow stands.

3.——In the first case, mentioned in the statement accompanying the magistrate’s
letter of' the 17th.‘ultimo, the sentence passed by the criminal jtidge‘wa's not'war-
ranted by the Regulations, as was pointed ‘Out to him when it appeared in his
quarterly report, furnished under the provisions of section 35, Regulatibn 'X,
of 1 8 I 6, and the opinionof ‘the‘ Foujdarry Adawlut was communicated to. this oflieer,
that in these cases the prisoners should be Committed for trial before the court of
circuit; ‘

4..——For the purpose of putting a Stop to the practice 'of transporting children by
sea to the eastward, or elsewhere, in order to sell them as slaves, the introduction of
some new-rnles appears to the judges to be necessary.
5.—It may be thought desirable, that the opinion ofthe advocate general should

be taken, as to how far the local criminal courts can be invested with power to punish
this offence, they having no jurisdiction over crimes maritime.

I have, 81c. _
(signed) W. Hudlcston. Register.

Foujdarry Adawlut Register’s Ofiice, 29th July 1 825.

Ordered, in consequence, that the following letters be dispatched :—
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N‘ 302.-—-To the Pn'ncipal Collector and Magistrate of Tanjore.

Sir-z—I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council to acknowledge
the receipt of your letters of the 17th June and the 14th ultimo, and to transmit for
your information the accompanying copy of a letter, which on the receipt of the
former was addressed to the Foujdarry Adawlut, and of the reply which has been
made by that court, with both of your communications before them.

2.-—[t is the opinion, you will perceive, of the Foujdarry Adawlut that the offence
of stealing children is subject,‘ by the Mahomedan law, to discretionary punishment,
and that persons charged with the commission of it ought to be brought to trial
before the court of circuit.

3.—-The question, whether any rules can be enacted by government, which have
the efi‘ect of checking the practice of transporting children by sea to the eastward,
or elsewhere, in order to sell them as slaves, will receive further consideration.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. M Macleod, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 9th August I 825.

N° 295.-To the Advocate General.

Sir:-eIt having been brought to the notice of the Honourable the Governor in
council that. children are not .unfrequently transported by sea from provinces sub-
ject to this government, to the eastWard, or elsewhere, for the purposes of being sold
as slaves, I am, in consequence, directed to request that you will state, whethetj in
your opinion the; government is competent to invest the local criminal courts with
power to punish that offence ; and that if you think that government is not, you'will
suggest any measures which may appear to you proper to be adopted, with the view
of putting a stop to the practice.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. M Macleod, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 9th August 1825.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Consultations, 2d September 1825.

Read the following letter from the advocate general :—

To the Chief Secretary to Government, &c. &c. &c.

Sir:—In compliance with- the request contained in the letter of Mr. Secretary
Macleod, dated the 9th instant, I have the honour to state, for the information of the
Honourable the Governor in council, that as the 5lst Geo. 3, c. 23, has prescribed
the jurisdictions by which-the offence of carrying away persons from the Honourable
Company’s territories, to be sold as slaves, shall be punished, I am of opinion,
that it is not competent for the government to invest the loCal criminal courts with
power to punish that ofl‘ence. .

' 2.-—-According to the best judgment that I can form, the offence, although com-
mitted on land, and even by persons who are not inhabitants of Madras, may be
tried in the supreme court ofjudicature ; but if the same be committed at either of
the ports within the admiral’s jurisdiction, I consider it to be cognizable in either of
the courts of admiralty, established at the respective presidencies.
3.—I therefore recommend, that if any person shall be detected in transporting

persons for the purpose of being sold as slaves, he shall be sent for trial before the
supreme Court; and should that jurisdiction be found ineffectual, it may thenbe
proper to apply to the legislature, to provide a more convenient mode of punishing
the offence. I have &c.

(signed) Herbert Compton, Advocate General.

Madras, 26th August 1825.

Ordered, in consequence, That the following letter be dispatched 2—-

N‘ 343.—-To the Register to the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut.

bit :-—-I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in council, to transmit to
you, for the information of the court of Foujdarry Adawlut, the accompanying copy
of the advocate general’s reply to a reference, which, agreeably to the suggestion
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offered in the concluding paragraph of your letter, dated the 29th July, N° 50, was
made to him respecting the means of checking the practice of transporting children
from the territory subject to this government, for the purpose of selling them as
slaves.

2.—The‘Foujdarry Adawlut are requested to issue the necessary directions, in
order that the course recommended by Mr. Compton may be followed.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. M. .Maclcod, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 2d Sept. 1825.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial' Consultations, 1 3th January 1826.

Read the following letter from the deputy register to the court of Foujdarry
Adawlutzn-e

N' l.—;To the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department.

Sir:— I am directed to forward, for the purpose of being laid before the
Honourable the Governor in. council, the ae.companying Copy of a communication
from. the judgesof the provincial court in the southern division,‘ submitting for the
consideration of the judges of the court of Foujdarry Adawlnt, a reference from the
magistrate in the zillah of Tinnevelly, regarding the practice of the sale and pur-
chase of female children by dancing women. '

2.—Referring to your letter of the 28th June last, the judges direct me to request
the orders of the Honourable the Governor in council, whether an enactment shOuld
be framed, declaratory of the illegality of this practice ; the judges-are of opinion,
that such an enactment is not required; but-that it will be sufficient, as the judges
of the provincial court have observed, if each magistrate within whose jurisdiction
this offence may be» prevalent, 'issue a notification, declaring the liability of all per-
sons "to punishment, who may be guilty of selling or purehasing children for the
avowed purpose of prostitution. I have, 8zc.

(signed) I. F. Thomas, Deputy Register.

Foujdaree Adawlut Register’s Office, 3d Jan. 1 826.

To the Register to the Foujdaree Adawlut, Fort St. George.

Sir :-u-We> have thehonour to submit copy of a reference which has been made
by the collector of Tinnevelly, on the subject of the sale of children to dancing girls,
for the purpose of bringing them up as prostitutes.

There does not appear to us to be any occasion for the interference of govern-
ment, or for any special authority to be given to the magistracy, to prevent the sale
of children to persons described in the collector’s letter. The sale of ' a child, ex-
cepting under very particular circumstances, is punishable under the Mahomedan
law ; and if .the magistrate is of opiniou, that the people are not aware of the fact,
'he has full authority in virtue of ‘his Office, to issue a notification, declaring that
the crime of child-selling is punishable by law. We have &c

(signed) IV. Oliver, First Judge,
Register’s Oflice, Trichinopoly, C.M Lushington, Second Judge,

20th December 1825. Join: Bird, Third Judge.

To the Register to-the Provincial Court of Circuit, Southern Divisioh.
Sir :-—-In reference to the subject of the court’s letter of the lst October last, I

beg to bring officially to notice, a custom which is, I believe, more or less prevalent
thtbughout the Madras territories, and as far asmy own observation has gone, is
more frequent in the district of Tinnevelly. The practice I allude. to, is the sale
and purchase of female children by dancing women, for the avowed purpose of
bringing them up to~~ a 'life‘immorality. 'The custom is so notorious, and its
abominable tendency so evident, that no comment can be necessary ; but I am ap-
prehensive, that‘unless it be specially excepted from those purchases of children
which are now (under some circumstances) legal, an opinion may be entertained,
that such dealings are countenanced by law. A prohibition of such transactions
could not be complained of as an infringement of any acknowledged rights ; it

' would
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would serve as a check upon, child-stealing, which is occasionally practised under
the pretenceof purchase, andthe public expression of the will, of the government
could not but have beneficial tendency to promote morality. I ofi'er theseremarks,
in .the hope, that if they are submitted. to government, the practice which 'I have
mentioned, may be prohibited by law. I have &c

Tinnevelly, 5th Dec. 1825. (signed) J. Monro, Coli'ectOr.
Received this 10th December 1825.

(signed) .13. Rogers, Register.

Ondered,that the following reply be dispatched :—‘

N° l7.-—-To the' Registet to the Court of Foujdarry Adawlut.

Sirz—I am directed by theHonourable the Governor in council to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 3dginstant, N' l, and its enclosures, relative to
the practice of selling female children to dancing women.

2.—It is understood from your letter, that, in the opinion of the judges of the.
Fo‘ujdlaree- Adawlut, no new enactment is required upon this subject, because the
selling or purchasing of children, for the avowed purpose of prostitution, may be
punished under the' law as it at present stands. .

_3.———Th_e Governor in council entirely concurs with the judges in deeming any
enactment unnecessary ; and is further of opinion, adverting to the nature of the
institution of dancing women, and to its connection with the ceremonies and ob.-
servanees, both religions and civil, of the great bulk of the people, that if it is at all
expedient for the officers of government to interfere, for the purpose of preventing
parents or guardians from assigning children in the customary modes, to be brought
up to this profession, the interference requires to be conducted with the greatest
caution. The remarks in my letter of the 28th June, to which reference is made
by the Foujdaree Adawlut, relate to the practice of selling children to be made slaves,
and‘ generally to the usages of the country with respect to slavery; and it was ob-
served, that that subject was one of much difliculty and delicacy. The subject now uti-
der consideration is of no less delicacy, and it seems to afl'ord less inducement te in-
terfere ;‘ for it is to be, considered, that loss of personal freedom is not among the
consequences of being brought up to be. a dancing woman, and that the species of
immorality which the interference would propose to redress, prevails, and is
generally tolerated, in the. most enlightened and- most highly civilized nations of
Europe, and it is much more closely connected with general depravity, and with
misery in England; than it is in India.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. 111. lfl/lacleod, Secretary to Government.

Fort St. George, 13th January 1 826.

Extract, Fort St. George Judicial Proceedings, 24th February 1826.

Read the followingletter :—

N°67.—To the Secretary to Government in the'Judicial Department.
Sir :—I am directed by the judges of the Foujdaree Adawlut to transmit to you,

for the purpose of being‘ laid before the Honourable theGovernor in council, the
accompanying extract from the court’s proceedings of this date, together with the
papers therein referred to. _ I have, &c.

(signed) W Hudleston, Register.

Foujdaree Adawiut. Register’s Ofiice, 18th N0v. 1825.

Extract, from the Proceedings of the Foujdaree Adawlut, under date the
18th Navember' 1825.

Read letter dated 24th ultimo from‘the second judge, late on eircuit inthe
Western Division, submitting the report prescribed by section 37, Regulation VII,
of 180-2. . _ '

In the 3Istparagraph of the report of the second judge, makes mention of two
cases tried in'Canara, wherein the accused were charged with causing the death. of
their slaves by severe chastisement, which hestates, induced him to make inquiry
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at Mangalore, regarding the prevailing custom‘in' instances where the slave of one
master marries the slave of another ; and particularly, whether their respective
owners can prevent them from living together. The second judge remarks, that the
frequent absence from his “ master’s work, which occasioned the deceased’s chas-
tisement in one of the above cases, was owing to visits to his wife, who resided at
a distance on her master’s estate, who would not allow her to live with her hus-
band,” he was told, that it is usual for the female slave to reside with her husband,
and if his residence be at such a distance as to prevent her from coming to work
daily at her master’s house, the master of the husband must indemnify her owner
by the payment annually of half} moorah of rice ; but if the master should employ
the female at his own house, he must employ also her husband, whose. owner he
must indemnify by the payment annually of one moorah of rice.

4.—-In the 32d para mph the second judge offers his opinion, that the magistrate
should correctlyinform imself on this point, and be required under the authority
of government, after due notice given, to enforce the obligation on the part of the
owners, to allow their married slaves to live together.

5.-—-The court of Foujdaree Adawlut are of opinion, that the interference here pro-
posed to be exercised by the magistrate could not be put in practice without the
enactment of a Regulation for the purpose; and they are not prepared to suggest
provisions with this view which would be free from objections ; should however the
Honourable the Governor in council deem it fit to give effect to the humane recOm-
mendation of the second judge, it may be in the pewer of the provincialv'court, in
communication with the magistrates in the provinces of Malabar and Camera, to
devise a mode of preventing the separation of married slaves, without any violation
of rights, which the established usages in thisrespect confer.

In the 33d paragraph of the Report, the second judge adverts to the opinion of
the advocate general, whereof a copy was transmitted by the government ~to the
court of Foujclaree Adawlut, under date 2d September last, respecting the means of
checking the practice of transporting children from the territory subject to this
government, for the purpOse of selling themas slaves.

7.--—I’n citing this opinion, the second judge has not used the words of the advo-
cate general, but the court of Foujdaree Adawlut do not know, that he has given to
them a meaning which was not intended, in 'speaking of the offences of transporting
persons for the purpose of being sold as slaves, the advocate general may be taken
to include the exportation of slaves, which is prohibited by clause 14, section 18,
Regulation ll, of 1812, under the penalty of a fine of 250 rupees for each ofl'ence,
and if so, the recision of that clause would appear to be required, as is pointed
out by the second judge.

Calendar of Trials.—First Sessions, 1825. (Extract)
3I.——But few matters of any interest or importance, deserving of notice, passed

under my observatiOn during the late circuit. The two cases tried .in Ganara,
wherein the- accused were charged with causing the death of their slaves by severe
chastisement, and‘ which, as above stated,‘ were referred for the, decision of the
court of Foujdaree Adawlut, induced me to make inquiry at Mangalore, regarding
the prevailing custom in instances where the slave of one master marries the” slave
of another, and particularly whether their resfiective owners can preventthem| from
livin together. The fréijuent absence from his master’s work, which occasioned
the eceased's chastisement, in one of the abbve cases,‘ was owing to visits to his
wife, who resided at a distance on her master’s estate, who would not allow her to
live with her husband. I am told it is usual for the female slave to reside, with her
husband, and if his residence be at such a distance as to prevent her from coming
to work daily at her master’s house, the master of the husband must indemnify her
owner by the payment annually. of half a moorah of. rice ;. but if her master should
employ the female at his own house, hemust employ also her husband, whose
owner he must indemnify by the payment annually of one moorah of rice.

. 32.—It would, I think, be.desirable thatthe magistrate should correctly inform
himself on this'point, and be required, under theauthority of government, after
due notice given, to enforce the obligation on the owners to allow their married
slaves to live together.

33.—This subject induces me to advert to the opinion of the advocate general,
at Madras, which was recently circulated for the guidance of the court, wherein he
has stated, that all infringements of the Act of Parliament, prohibitin British sub-
jects," native or European, from exporting or transporting'slaves, whet er occurring

m
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in India, or in any part of the British territories subject ’to their governments
respectively, can be cognizable only by the supremepourt, and the Company’s courts

have no jurisdiction in in such cases. The operatlon of this opinion will, render
necessary the recision of clause 14,'section 18, Regulation II, of 1812, which pre-
scribes a specific penalty for this ofl'ence.

Ordered, That the following reply be dispatched :— .

(N° 87.)—-To the Register to the Court of Foujdaree 'AdawluL—(Extracn)
_3.——The subject treated in the Foujdaree Adawlut’s proceedings, paragraphs

3 to 5, and in the second judge’s report,_ paragraphs 3Land 32, is one of. much
importance. If a politic and just regard to the customs and usages of the country
makes it necessary to permit or tolerate slavery, it is unquestionably at least incum-
bent on the ruling power, to take care that the slave receives the full benefit of such
safeguard, as those very customs and usages have provided against the oppression
and cruelty of the master. The Governor in council does not perceive on what
grounds the enactment of a new regulation can be considered necessary for this
purpose. As the rights of the master over the slave rest on the same foundation
with the limits assigned to them, it seems unreasonable to Suppose, that the courts
and magistrates ate bound to respect the one, and yet 'without power to enforce the
observance of the other. ‘ If therefore, as understood by the circuit judge, the usage
of the ce‘fmtry imposes on the owners the obligation to allow their married slaves to
live together, the Governor in council sees no reason'against adopting his suggestion,
that the magistrate should be requireg to enforce that obligation. When the owner,
in the exercise of his power, passes beyOnd the bounds which have been set to his
rights, the relation subsisting between him and the slave becomes entitled to pro-
tection, as if beware a free man. It is, however, evidently indispensable that the
existence of the obligation on thecpart of the owners be in the first place ascertained
beyond a doubt; this should be done with as little delay as possible. In the present
state of information on the‘subject, the Governor in council thinks. that the most
adVisable course of proceeding is to refepit, as suggested by the Foujdaree Adawlut,
to the provincial court, to be, considered by them in communication with the magis-
trates of Malabar and Canara.
4.——A reference will be made to the advocate general on the question, as to

whether the Act, 51 Geo. 3, c. 20, nullifies the provision of clause 14, section 18,
Regulation II, of 1812.
5.—The construction given by the Foujdaree Adawlut, in their proceedings of

the 14th November last, to clause 2d, section 3, Regulation VI, of 1822, appears
to the Governor in council to be correct.

Ordered also, That the following letter be dispatched :—-

(N' 85.)-——To the Advocate General.

Sirz—VVith reference to your letter of the 26th August last, I am directed by
the Honourable the Governor in council, to request that you will state, whether in
your opinion, the 51 Geo. 3, cap. 23, nullifies the provision of clause 14, section18,
Regulation II, of 1812, of which clause I subjoin a copy.

Fourteenth.—The exportation of slaves from Malabar, is hereby strictly prohibited.
Persons by whom this rule may be infringed shall be liable to a fine of 250 rupees
for each offence, and the parties concerned therein shall not be allowed to carry on
any trade whatever, nor shall the ship or vessel to which the offender may belong,
obtain a port clearance until the fine be paid.

I am, &c.
(signed) J. M Macleod, Sec’ to Government.

Fort St. George, 24th Feb. 1826.
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