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SCHEDULE

Of Correspondence between Earl Bathurst and the Officers Administering

the Governments in His Majesty’s Possessions in the West Indies, on the

Continent of South America, and at the Cape of Good Hope.

No. Date. 1826.

}. March 19,

2. May

3. May

4. Aug.

5. Feb.

6. Feb.

21,

24,

7. April 3,

 

 

DOMINICA.

SUBJECT.

Earl Bathurst to Major-General Nicolay, refers to the Resolutions
of the House of Commons of 1823, to the Trinidad Order in @ouncil
of 1824, and to the Measures recommended by Government for car
rying the same into effect, and intimates his intention of sending out
ail the Measures of the said Order, classed under separate heads, in
order to enable him to bring the whole subject under the consideration
of the Assembly — _ —_ _ =

Earl Bathurst to Major-General Nicolay, transmitting the substance of
eight Bills, classed under separate heads, containing the provisious of
the Trinidad Order in Council, also bis Correspondence with the
Governor of Trinidad and the Lieut.-Governor of Demerara on some
of the provisions, and directing how they are to be introduced to the
consideration of the Legislative Council aud Assembly —_

Earl Bathurst. to Major-General Nicolay, notifies the impossibility of
entering into a minute examination of the Slave Melioration Act in
the present Dispatch, and intimates his intention of offering by the
first opportunity. bis observations thereon — — _

Major-General Nicolay to Earl Bathurst, intimating that it would be
desirable to be made acquainted with the result of bis Lordship’s
examination of the Slave Melioration Act — _ —

“Major-General Nicolay to Earl Bathurst, stating that the measures re-
commended by Government were introduced to the House of Assem~
bly; that the Session had terminated before the Bills came ander
discussion; that at the opening of the present Session he bad again
called the attention of the Legislature to the same, and that he had
received assurances from both Branches of their anxiety to meet
the wishes of His Majesty's Gevernment — —_— _

Major General Nicolay to Earl Bathurst, states that ‘the Ist Clause of
a Bill «¢ Forestablishing a Protector and Guardian of Slaves’’ had been
rejected by the House, as well as a Bill ‘* For regulating the Manu-
mission of Slaves’; and also a Bill ‘* To prevent the separation of
Slaves, being Members of the same Family, by virtue of any legal
process” ; and intimates that there appeared a disposition among the
Members to consolidate all the Laws relating to Slaves into one Act

Earl Bathurst to Major- General Nicolay, inclosing an Order in Council
whereby His Majesty has been pleased to order that the Acts passed
in Dominica in 1825 and 1826, for repealing the ‘Tax on the Manu-
mission of Slaves, and tor the improvement of their condition, should
be confirmed, and communicating remarks with respect to the same

 

GRENADA.
1826.

1, March19, Earl Bathurst to Major-General Sir J. Campbell, referring to the Reso-

lutions of the House of Commons of 1823, to the Trinidad Order in

Council of 1824, and to the Measures recommended by Government

for carrying the same into effect ; and stating that in order to enable

him to bring the whole subject under the consideration ofthe Assembly

he should sénd out ail the measures of the said Order classed under

separate heads =— - _ _ _

Page.

ibid,

ibid.
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2.

SCHEDULE,

Date. 1626. SUBJECT.

April 7, Major-General Sir J. Campbell to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copies of
two Acts, one ‘To remove doubts respecting the repeal of certain
Acts relating to the payment of £100 upon the Manumission of

Slaves’; and the other ‘To declare the Ecclesiastical Laws iu
England to be in forge in these Islands? (Two Inclosures) ~

May 21, Earl Bathurst to Major-General Sir J. Campbell, transmitting the sub.
stance of the Trinidad Order in Council, classed under separate heads
also his Corresponcence with the Governor of Trinidad and the Lieut.
Geyernor of Demerara on someof the provisions ; and notifying how
they are to be introduced to the consideration of theLegislative
Gouncil and Assembly — _ ~ —

—

June 30, Major-General Sir J. Campbell to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the
receipt of No.3 — _ _ — —

Oct. 3, Major-General SirJ.Campbell to Earl Bathurst detailing theProceedings
adopted in regard to the Measures recommended by HisMajesty's
Government for the Melioration of the Slave population (Four In-

closures) _ -~ _- _ a

Dee. 7, Earl Bathurst to Major-General Sir J, Campbell, acknowledging the
receipt of No, 5, and expressing regret at the rejection of the separate
Bills brought forward for the consideration of the Assembly oe

Dec, 22, Major-General Sir J. Campbell to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copy of
a Communication from the Board of Council (One Inclosure)

 

ANTIGUA.

March!19, Earl Rathurst te Officer Administering the Government, referring to
the Resolutions of the House of Commons of 1823, to the Measures
reeommended by Government. and to the Trinidad Order in Council
ef 1824, for the improvement efthe Slave population ; and stating his
intention of sending out all the Measures of the said Order, classed
under separate heads _ _ _ _

May 21, Earl Bathuret to Major-General Sir P. Ress, inclosing Copies of the
Bills promised in No. 1; also Copies of Official Correspondence
between his Lordship and the Governor of Trinidad, and Lieut.-Gov,
of Demerara on some of the provisjons, with instructions how they
are to be introduced to the consideration of theLegislature —_

July 3, Major-General Sir P. Ross to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt
ef No, 2, and stating that he had communicated the same to the

- Attorney and Solicitor-General _ _ _

Aug. §, Major-General Sir P. Ross to Earl Bathurst, acquainting him with the
result of the introduction of the Bills to both Houses, and inclosing
Copies of Letters trom the Attorney and Solicitar-General, of his
Messages to both Houses, and their Replies (Seven Inclosures) —

Aug. 9. Major-General Sir P. Rass to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copies of four
of the Bills, as prepared by the Crown Lawyers, together withCopies
of the References that accompanied the Bills en their introduction to
the House of Assembly; and states that the House would not autho-
rize the printing of these References (Eight Iuclosures) _

Aug. 21, Major-General Sir P. Ross to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copies of the
four remaining Bills, accompanied by Extracts relating to them
(Bight Jnglosures} — — — —

 

ST. CHRISTOPHER.

March 1, Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copy of his Speech
to the Leyvislature at the opening of the Session, with their Addresses,
and his Replies; and states that « Bill for the Melioration of the Slave
Population had been introduced, read the first time and ordered to be
priuted (Three I uclosures)  — _ - _

Masch19, Wark Bathurst to Governor Maxwell, referring to the Resolutions
of the House of Commons of 1823, to the Measures recommended
by His Majesty's Government, and to the Trinidad Order in Council
of 1824, for the improvement of the Slave population; and states his
intention of sending out ail the measures of the said Order, classed
under separate heads _ ~ _ -

18

ibid,

27

28

29

30

47

63

65
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No.

SCHEDULE.

Date. 1826. SUBJECT.
May 21, Earl Bathurst to Governor Maxwell, inclosing Copies of the Bills pro-

nised in No, 1; also Copies of Official Correspondence between his
Lordship and the Governor of Trinidad, and Licut.-Gov. of Demerara
respecting some provisions of the bills, with instructions how they
are to be introduced to the consideration of theLegislature _

Oct. 7, Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Dispatch, stating that
by the advice of the Attorney-General he had dissolved the Assembly,
and had issued Writs for electing anew House; incloses Copies of
his Speech to the Legislature at their meeting, of the Addresses from
both Branches, and his Replies ; and furtherstates that the Attorney-
General had prepared four Bills from the Heads of those transmitted by
his Lordship, and that they bad been ordered to be printed (Five
Inclosures) _ — _ — —_

Oct. 7, Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathurst, stating that the Slave Melioration
Bills for Nevis had, in-consequence of the illness of the Solicitor-
General, been introduced by Mr. Peterson to the House ot Assembly

Nov. 16, Earl Bathurst to Governor Maxwell, acknowledging thereceipt ofNo 5,
and giving further instructions relative to bis Lordship's Dispatch of
the 19th March —~ — —_ _ —

 

NEVIS.

Sept. 1, The Colonial Agent to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Letter, transmitting
: Copy of a Bill, «‘ To legalise the Marriage of Slaves in the Island of

Nevis ; to declare their Property secured to them by Law; to render
them competent Witnesses under certain restrictions ; to regulate pro-
ceedings at law respecting them in civil and criminal cases; and farther
to ameliorate their condition” (One Inclosure) _~ _

1827.

Feb. 24, The Colonial Agent to R. W. Horton, Esq. inclosing Copy of a Bill for
meliorating the condition of the Slaves, which passed the Assembly of
St. Christopher, and stating that it was drawn up from memorenda
taken ia the House at the time (One Inclosure) _ _—

 

ST. VINCENT.
1836.

March19, Earl Bathurst to Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, referring to the Reso-
lations ef the House of Commons of 1823, to the Measures recom-
mended by Government, and to the Trinidad Order in Council of
1824, for the improvement of the Slave population; and stating his
intention of sending out all the Measures of the said Order, classed
under separate beads _ _ —_ _

May 21, Earl Bathurst to Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, inclosing Copies of
the Bills promised in No. 1; also Copies of Official Correspoudence
between his Lordship and the Governor of Trinidad, and Lieut.-Gov.
of Demerara on certain provisions of those bills, with instructions
how they are to be introduced to the consideration of the Legislature

May 25, Earl Bathurst to Rear Admiral Sir C, Brisbane, stating that he had found
it impossible to enter at present into a minute examination of the
Slave Melioration Act, but intimating that hesball not omit the first
opportanity of offering his observations thereon _ _

Avg. 3, Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the re-
ceipt of No. 2 and Inclosures, and stating that the whole are under the
consideration of the Crown Lawyers _ _ _-

Aug. 23, Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane to Earl Bathurst, communicating bis pro-
ceedings on the Drafts relating to the proposed Measures for melio-
rating the condition of the Slaves, and also the Correspondence re-
ceived from the Crown Lawyers (Five Inclosures) — -

Sept, 28, Rear Admiral Sir C, Brisbane to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Commu-
nication trom the two Houses of the Legislature (One Inclosure) -~

Dec. 7, Earl Bathurst to Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, acknowledging the
‘receipt of No, 6, and requesting that he will transmit full
particulars of the manner in which the Bills were brought forward,
together with Copies of said Bills —_ ~ _

1821. :
April 3, Earl Bathurst to Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, stating that the Act

passed by the Legislature in 1825, had been taid before His Majesty,
and that it had been ordered by His Majesty in Council that it should
be left to its operation, with observations thereon = = _~

Page.
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2.

5.

6.

7.

9.

SCHEDULE.

TOBAGO.

Date. 1826. SUBJECT.

Marchi9, Earl Bathurst to Lieut.-Gen, Sir F. P. Robinson, referring to the Re.
solutions of the House of Commons of 1823, to the Measures recom-
mended by Government, and to the Trinidad Order in Council of
1824, for the improvement of the Slave population ; and stating his
intention of sending out all the Measures of the said Order classed
aoder separate heads —_ ~_ ~ —

May 21, Earl Bathurst to Lieut.-Gen. Sir F. P. Robinson, inclosing Copies of
the Bills promised in No. 1; also Copies of Official Correspondence
between his Lordship and the Governor of Trinidad, and Lieut.-Gov.

of Demerara respecting certain provisions of those bills, with instruc-
tions how they are to be introduced to the consideration of the
Legislature _ _ _ _ ~

June 29, Lieut.-Gen. Sir F. P. Robinson to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the
receipt of Dispatches of the 10th April and 21st and 25th May = —

Aug. 5, Officer Administering the Government to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a
Dispatch, transmitting Copy of his Address to both Houses on the
opening of the Session, and the Attorney-General’s Report on the
proposed Measures of His Majesty’s Government (Two Inclosures)

Aug. 23, Officer Administering the Government to Earl Bathurst, Extract of Dis-
patch, transmitting Copies of the Reply made by the Council and
Assembly to his Address, and stating that he has no expectation that
they will come to any decision upon the said Measures in the present
Session (One Inclosure) _ _ _ —

Gct. 23, Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, acknowledging
the receipt of No.4, and giving turther directions in regard to the said
Measures of Government _ _ _~ —

1827. : :
Jan. 26, Officer Administering the Government to Earl Bathurst, Extract of

Dispatch, incloses a Letter received from the Attorney-General,
together with eight Bills therein referred to; states that he had
opened the Session by an Address, and transmits a Copy thereof
(Three Inclosures} see — — _

Jan. 27, President Brasnell to Earl Bathurst, transmitting a Copy of an Address
received from the Council (One Fuclosure) _ ~

Feb, 2k, Officer. Administering the Governmentto Earl Bathurst, Extractof
Dispatch, transmits Copies of Addresses and Reports trom the
Council and Assembly3 and states that there appeared to be differ-
ences between them on the most important points recommeuded by
his Lordship, (Four Inclosures) ~ - — _

 

ST. LUCIA.
1826.

March20, Karl Bathurst to Major-General Mainwaring, stating that he had sub-
‘mitted to His Majesty’s consideration the Draft of: the Slave Code,
anddirecting him to issue an Ordinance in. ternis thereof _

Aug. 15, Major-General Mainwaring to Earl Bathurst, stating that since the
promulgation of the Slave Law the greatest harmony and good feeling
existed in the Colony, and that he had only heard of one complaint
(Seventeen Inclosures) _ _ _ _

Oct. 16, Earl Bathurst to Major-General Mainwaring, acknowledges the receipt of
No. 2; approves of the Estates being visited by a Commission ; and
remarks on the Inclosures that accompanied it _ -

Dec. 20, Major-General Mainwaring to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Letter from
the First President, in explanation of the Law in regard to the in-
fliction of corporal punishment upon fema'e Slaves (One Inclosure)

1827.

Feb, 21, Earl Bathurst to Major-General Mainwaring, stating that he had laid
before The King the Act passed for improving the condition of the
Slaves, and communicating by commandof His Majesty observations
in reference thereto _ ~ —_ _

April 30, Major-General Mainwaring to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Draft of an
Order in Council, amending the Slave Law of 8th Feb. 1826, toger
ther with the Remarks of Mr. Jeremie made at the request of the
Council (Two Inclosures) =~ -_ ~ —_

Page,

16

18

ibid,

122

ibid,

135

ibid.

139

ibid.

153

ibid,

135
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10.

SCHEDULE.

DEMERARA.

Date. 1825. SUBJECT.
Dec. 14,

182
Jan, 24,

April 25,

May 12,

Aug. 10,

R2:
June 2,

April 25,

1826.
March 17,

March 20,

March 20,

March20,

May 11,

June 3,

July 21,

Aug. 16,

Sir B. D'Urban to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of Dispatch
of 24th Aug. and remarking on his Lordship’s Dispatch of 20th Nov.
1824, relating to Manumission —_ —_

Be

Sir B. D'Urban to Earl Bathurst, inclosing a Copy of a Supplementary
Clause to remedy a defect in the Slave Melioration Code of a Form
for the keeping Punishment Record Books (One Inclosure) —_

Sir B. D'Urban to Earl Bathurst, stating that several LandedProprie-
tors had solicited permission to hold a Meeting of the Colonists, for
the purpose ofpetitioning Fhe King, to which he had assented, and
transmits a Copy of such Petition (One Inclosure) —

Earl Bathurst to Sir B. D'Urban, Extract of a Letter, directing him
to bring under the consideration of the Court of Policy the necessity
of abridging and simplifying the forms ‘of procedure under the Slave
Melioration Act — ~~ — —_

Sir B. D’'Urban to Earl Bathurst, transmitting an Extract of the Pro-
ceedings of the Court of Policy at their Extraordinary Assembly,
upon consideration ofhis Lordsbip’s Dispatch of 25th Feb. together
with Extracts from the Proceedings of the same at adjourned Meet-
ings on the same subject (Four Inclosures) _ ~

 

BERBICE.

5.

Lieut.-Gov, Beard to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copy of an Extract
from the Register of the Proceedings of the Council of Government,
and states that he has recommended that the Colony should be divided
into Districts (One Inclosure) _ — —

Earl Bathurst to Lieut.-Gov. Beard, acknowledging the receipt of Dis-
patch of 29th Jan. and signifies His Majesty's approval of the regula-
tion for securing to the Slaves any benefit bequeathed to them =

Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, directing him
to issue a Proclamation for carrying into effect the provisions adopted
by the Court of Policy in Demerara for meliorating the condition of
the Slaves _ =_ - _ _

Earl BathursttoLieut.-Gov. Beard, transmitting an Order for dissolving
the Councit of Government in Berbice and instituting another; also
Correspondence between his Lordship and the Lieut.-Gov. of Deme-
rara on the subject of the Ordinance of the Court of Policy, with in-
structions in regard thereto — ~ _ _—

Earl Bathurst to Lieut.-Gov. Beard, directing his attention to that part
of the Demerara Ordinance which relates to the duties of Protectors
of Slaves — — _ — ~

Earl Bathurst to Lieut.-Gov. Beard, conveying The King's Commands
for carrying into effect by Proclamation, in the event of his not being
able to obtain the concurrence of the Council of Government, whatever
Law he may find on bis arrival in Berbice to be in force in Demerara

Sir B, D’Urban to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of No. 3,
and states his intention duly to observe the instructions contained
therein _ _ _ -_ _

Earl Bathurst to David Power, Esq. giving him instructions how to act
in his capacity of Protector of Slaves =—~ _ _~

Lieut.-Gov. Beard to Earl Bathurst, stating that he had convened a
new Council, and laid before them his Lordship’s Dispatch of the 20th
March, with the Documents therein referred to; also the Demerara
Ordinance for bettering the condition of the Slaves ; together with a
Dispatch he had received from the Lieut.-Gov. of that Colony; and
that the Council bad evinced their readiuess to meet the views of His
Majesty’s Government (One Inclosure) — _ _

Lieut.-Gov. Beard to Earl Bathurst, transmitting the Minates of the
Proceedings of the Council on the new SlaveCode, also Copyof a Letter
from Sir B. D'Urban ; and gives a hope of his being enabled to carry
dhe wishes of His Majesty’s Government into effect (Two Inclosures)

375
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12,

16.

YW,

5.

10.

Al.

SCHEDULE.

Date. 1825. . SUBJECT.

Aug, 3),

Sept. 22,

Oct. 23,

Dec. 26,

Nov. 20,

Nov. 21,

Nov, 21,

182:
Nov. 24,

182!

March &,

Jan. 7,

April 12,

Feb. 25,

April 27,

Aug. 15,

April 12,

June 22,

Aug. 27,

April 26,

Lieut.-Gov, Beard to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Extract Minutes of
the Proceedings in Council, relative to the intended new Slave Code
(Three Inclosures) _ — — _

Lieut.-Gov, Beard to Eart Bathurst, transmitting Extract Minutes of
the Proceedings in Council, and expresses a hope to be enabled to

publish the new Slave Code the following week, and to bring it into
operation on the Ist of Sept. (Four Inclosures) — —

Lieut.-Gov. Beard to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copy of the new
Slave Code, with observations thereon (‘Three Inclosures) —

Earl Bathurst to Lieut.-Gov, Beard, acknowledging the receipt of No. 13,
and Inclosure; states that he has not been able to submit the same to
The King in Council; communicates His Majesty's approbation ot
his conduct; and directs him to convey the same to the Court =—

Lient.-Gov. Beard to Eart Bathurst, transmitting Reports of the Civil
Magistrates on the promulgation of the new Slave Code, together
with similar Reports from the Fiscal; states that it bas been well re-
ceived, and that the Colony was most tranquil (Thirteen Inclosures)

Lieut.-Gov. Beard to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Extract Minutes of
the Proceedings in Council, shewing the tarift of wages to be paid ta
Slaves in pursuance of the 9th Clause of the new Slave Code for con-
servatory labour (One Inclosure) — ~ —

Lieut.-Gev. Beard to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Copy of a Letter from
the Protector of Slaves, stating that in three weeks the deposits for
the Savings Banks by a few Negroes amounted to £36 sterling (One
Tuclosure) _ _ _ - _

 

TRINIDAD.
5.

Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, soliciting that the Planters may be
permitted to make the Returns of punishments half-yearly instead ot
quarterly if the Demerara Order be approved of in tbis particular —

6.

Ear! Bathurst to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt of No. 1,
and stating that when the Demerara Order shall have been issued,
the propriety of introducing any modification into the new Order
for Trinidad will be duly considered _ ~ >

Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Dispatch, transmitting
Copy of a Proposal submitted to the Council by Mr. Burnley, for
giving publicity to the complaints made by Master against the Slave
or by the Slave against the Master (One Inclosure)) — _

Earl Bathurst to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt ofNo, 3,
and Inclosure, with instructions thereupon _ _

Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, Extract of aDispatch, detailing the
difference in opinion of the Attorney-General and the Protector of
Slaves as to the 34th Clause of the Order in Council of March 1824

Sir R. Woodford to R. W. Horton, Esq. transmitting the Protector's
Jast observations to the representations of the Attorney-General on
the obligation of the Protector to inquire into tbe validity of the
titles to Slaves brought to him for private manumission (Five
Inclosures) — _ ~ _ _

Earl Bathurst to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt of Nos. 5
and 6, with observations and instructions thereon —_ _

Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, remarking on the Orders in Council
of Sept. 1822, and March 1824, respecting the admission of Slave
evidence in Courts of Justice ; states that hehad issued a Proclamation
by the advice of his Council tor explaining the same ; submits a Copy
thereof for The King’s approval; and incloses the Correspondence that
took place on the occasion (Seven Inclosures) - -

Earl Bathurst to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt of No.8,
and Inclosures, with observations thereon — _ _

Sir R, Woodford to Ear] Buthurst, acknowledging the receipt of No. 9,
with observations thereon =— _ _ _

Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, stating that numerous applications
had been received from Free Persons to be admitted to the benefit of
the Savings Bank, and that the Council are anxious to obtain the
sanction of His Majesty in Council to the same - ~

197

290

ibid,

228

ibid,

231

ibid,

ibid.

232

233

ibid.

244

246

251

252

253
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12.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

93,

2

SCHEDULE.

Date. 1826. SUBJECT.

July ‘18, Earl Bathurst to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt of No. 11,
and approving the formation of a General Savings’ Bank, directing
his attention for regulations for the management thereof, to theActs
passed by the British Legislature for the like purpose —_

April 27, Sir R. Woodford to R. W. Horton, Esq. Extract of a Dispatch, report-
ing on the practical difficulties in the execution of the Order in Council
of the 19th March 1824, and transmits a Copy of a Report he has re-
ceived from the Protector, and also a Note from the Chief Judge
(Three Inclosures) _ — _

April 27, Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, submitting for the sanction of his
Lordship an Additional Rale for Savings Banks (One Inclosure) ~

July 5, Earl Bathurst to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt of No. 14,
with his approval of the same —= — — .

July 3, Sir R. Woodford to R. W. Horton, Esq. Extract of a Dispatch, stating
that he had lately visited those Quarters of the Island where the principal
part of the cultivation is carried on in canes ; that he found the Slaves
generally conducting themselves well ; and that the difficulties repre-
sented to arise out of the Order are three, which he details _—

July 8, Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Dispatch, suggesting
to his Lordship the propriety of investing the Protector with a power
of examiniug the Returns, and for other purposes _ _

1827.

Feb. 26, SirR. Woodfordto R.W. Horton, Esq. inclosing a Statement of the days
worked by the Spanish Peons employed at the new Barracks in the
year 1825 (One Inclosure) — _ —_ _

Feb. 26, Sir R. Woodford to R. W. Horton, Esq. Extract of a Dispatch, in-
closing a Letter from Mr, Peschier, shewing the manner in which he
employs the Negroes on an Estate sequestered for a debt to the
Crown, aud on his own estate (One Inclosure) _ —

Feb. 26, Sir R. Woodford to Eart Bathurst, inclosing Statements of the Offences
committed by Plantation Slaves for the two years that have expired
since the Order in Council ot March, 1824, has been in force (Three
Inclosures) _ _ — _: —

May 9, Lord Goderich to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt of No. 20
1826

Aug. 8, Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, stating that a complaint had been
made to him by a Slave of the maguitude of the sum demanded for the
manumission of her child; that he had made enquires into the same,
and transmits the Protector’s Report thereon, together with an ex-
planatory Report, shewing how much the appraisement exceeds any
former valuation since June, 1824 (Five Inclosures) — —

Oot. 30, Earl Bathurst to Sir R. Woodford, acknowledging the receipt of No. 22;
states that he had examined the Inclosures that accompanied it, with
observations thereon ; and directs that the particulars ofeach manumis-
sion case that may be acted upon under the Order in Council may be
transmitted for the information of His Majesty’s Government —_

Dec. 22, Sir R. Woodford to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of No. 23 ;
states that he had communicated the same to the Protector of Slaves,
who has thereupon addressed to him a Letter, which he incloses, and
that the Chief Judge and the Attorney-General concurred in opinion
with the Protector that the former appraisement is binding and con-
clusive (One Inclosure) _ _ _ _~

 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

1826.
Feb. 20, Earl Bathurst to Lord Chas. Somerset, Extract of a Dispatch, acknows

ledging the receipt of the Draft of an Order for ameliorating
_ the condition of the Slave population, and returns the same in

the form of a Draft of Ordinance, to be promulgated without delay

June 21, Major-General Bourke to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Dispatch, ac-
knowledging the receipt of No. 1; states that be had laid the Draft
of the Ordinance before the Council, by whom it had been passed with
some trifling amendments, and incloses aCopy thereof (One Inclosure)
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SCHEDULE.

Papers relating to the Religious Instruction of Slaves in the West Indies,

No.

tb

 

Diocese of Jamaica and the Bahamas.

‘Date. 1826. SUBJECT.

Feb. 20, Bishop of Jamaica to Earl Bathurst, inclosing an Extract of a Letter
from the Rev. Griffith Griffiths, and notifying that he had visited the
Eastern and Northern Parishes of the Island, and had found a growing
disposition for the institution of Sunday and Parochial Schools
(One Inclosure) — _ _ ~~

June 12, Bishop of Jamaica to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Report of bis visitation
to Honduras and the Bahamas (Four Inclosures) ~ ~

Sept. 1, Bishop of Jamaica to Earl Bathurst, transmitting, at the request of the
Corporate Body of Kingston, certain Resolutions on the subject of
an additional Place of Worship in that City, and also an estimate of
the probable expence of erecting such building (Two Inclosures) —

Qct. 14, Bishop of Jamaica to Earl Bathurst, announcing that three of the new
Chapels built by voluntary contributions had been consecrated, and
another nearly finished ; and inclosing a Beport from the Committee
appointed by the Corporate Body of Kingston, with reference to the
additional Place of Worship in that City (One Inclosure) ~_

Noy. 9. Bishop of Jamaica to Earl Bathurst, announcing that much progress
‘had been lately made in the establishment of Sunday and Parochial
Schools; and inclesing a Memorial from the Justices and Vestry of
St. Thomas in the East, for the erection of a Chapel in Blue Moun-
tain Valley, alse the First Report of the Branch Association of the
Incorporated Societyfor Conversion, &c, of Negroes (One Inclosure)

1827.

Feb, 22, Earl Bathurst to the Bishop of Jamaica, Extract of a Dispatch,
acknowledging the receipt ef Dispatch of 6th December last, and
approves of bis conduct in requiring Clergymen who hold Island
Curacies in conjunction with their Stipendiary Appointments, to
sesign one of those Clerical offices _ ~ a

 

Diocese of Barbodoes and the Leeward Islands.

1826.

Nov. 8, Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, remarking on the deficiency of
religious instruction in the Island of Anguilla (Que Inclosure) = —

1626.
May 11, Bishop ot Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Letter, notifying

_ that an Act had been passed for raising the stipends of the Clergy
from £3060 to £500 currency ; another for regulating the Parochial
Fees, and three others relative to the Slave population _

July §, Bishop of Barbadees to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Memorial from the
Church Building Committee, praying for pecuniary assistance from
His Majesty’s Government towards the erection of a new Church in
Bridge Town; acknowledges the receipt of his Lordship’s Letter of
the 28th April last, and states that it had been received in the Island
with great satisfaction (Two Inclosures} — _ _

Oct. -4. Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Petitions for pecuniary
aid towards the erection of places of Public Worship, trom the Islands
of Antigua, St. Christopher, and Anguilla (Four Inclusures} —

Oct. 31, Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Letter, detailing
the particulars of his visit to.St. Vincent’s and the Western Coast
of the Island — — — - —_

Dec. 21,. Bishop of Barbadoes to R. W. Horton, Esq. acknowledging the receipt
of Letter of 19th of October last, together with one from the Lords
of the Treasury — -_ ~ ~ _
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SCHEDULE. xi

No. Date-* 1897, SUBJECT. Page.
7. Jan. 27, Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, Extract of a Letter, stating
° that he had visited Tobago, Trinidad, &c. &c. and had been received

with kindness and respect, and was much satisfied with the progress
made in the erection of Churches and Parsonage Houses — 306

$ March 7, arl Bathurst tothe Bishop of Barbadoes, inclosing Copies of a Cor—
, respondence between the Colonial Department and the Treasury on

the subject of the Petitions transmitted in No, 4, (Two Inclosures) ibid.

9. April 14, Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt

  

 

of No. 8. and Inclosures — ~= 308

APPENDIX.

ST. CHRISTOPHER.

Ho. ‘Date. 1827. SUBJECT. Page.

May 5, Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathurst, regretting that no progress had
been made for carrying into effect the wishes of His Majesty's
Government with regard to the Slave population; states that seven
of the Bills tor Nevis had been sent from the Assembly to the Board
of Council, hut had been ordered by the Councilto lie on the table
for six months — - _ _ — 309

 

ST. VINCENT.
1827.

1. Feb. 21, Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the
receipt of Dispatch of 7th December last, and inclosingaLetter
from the Crown Officers in explanation of the reasons which induced
them to consolidate the eight Slave bills into one (One Inclosure) 311

2, April 25, Rear Admiral Sir C, Brisbane to Earl Bathurst, inclosing a Com.
munication from the Acting Attorney-General on the introduction
of the eight Bills into the House of Assembly (One Inclosure) — 312

3. Jane 18, Lord Goderich to Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, in reply to Dispatch
of 21st February — _~ - - — tid.
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PAPERS

RESPECTING THE

SLAVE POPULATION IN THE WEST INDIES,

&e. &e. &e.

DOMINICA.

 

No. 1.
(No. 17.)

Sir, Downing Street, 19th March 1826.

WHEN [had the honour of communicating to the Earl of Huntingdon the
Resolutions of the House of Commons in 1823, his Lordship was instructed to
bring under the consideration of the Council and Legislative Assembly of
Dominica, some of the measures which His Majesty’s Government recommended
for improving the condition of the Slave population.

In 1824, I had the honour of transmitting to the Colony, a copy of the
Trinidad Order in Council, containing with the others, the further measures
which His Majesty’s Government considered it to be their duty to propose for
carrying into effect in His Majesty’s Colonies the Resolutions of the House of
Commons. The measures recommended in these communications provided:
First, for the improvement of the condition of the Slave population; secondly,
for the manumisssion of Slaves, on such principles as would give to the Slaves
on the one hand a means of acquiring their freedom, or that of their families,
and on the other, secure to the Planter, by an equitable appraisement, a full in-
demnification for the loss which he might experience by their manumission,

In directing this order to be laid before the Council and Legislative Assembly,
I thought it desirable in the first instance that it should be left for them to
proceed in such manner as might appear to them advisable, for taking all these
several measures into their consideration.
‘Since that time two Bills have been introduced into the Assembly, and I

trust that the one of which you transmitted to me a draft, wili by this time
have passed into an Act, and that the alterations and additions, which you
acquaint me it has undergone after commitment, will enable me to consider it
(what the provisions of the draft, however praiseworthy in themselves, could not
be considered,) a fulfilment of some at least of the most essential of the objects
which Parliament and the country have in view.

If, however, the fact should unfortunately be otherwise, you will, in again
addressing yourself to the Assembly, have to communicate to them the unani-
mous concurrence of the House of Lords with the Resolutions of the House of
Commons. In order to enable you to bring the whole subject under the con-
sideration of the Assembly in a more distinct shape, I shall take an early oppor-
tunity of sending out to you all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order
of Council, classed under separate heads, and accompanied with such explana-
tions as may be necessary, with a view of placing in a clearer light the effect of
zome of those provisions, which I have reason to believe have been misunder-
stood,
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On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for
having Bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in such
manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of Dominica.
When these Bills shall have been duly: prepared, you will cause them to be

brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly may
have them separately before them, and either pass.them in the shape in which
they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifications of their
provisions as the Assembly may deem expedient, unless (what I anxiously
deprecate) they should come to the decision of rejecting them.

he Assembly will thus be placed in full possession of all which His Majesty’s
Government contemplate for carrying into effect the Resolutions of the two
Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations will enable His

Majesty’s Government to judge whether it will be necessary to take any other

course for the attainment of that object.
If you should have it in your power to announce to me, that the Council and

Assembly have agreed to Bills substantially carrying into effect all the several
measures which have thus been brought under their consideration, it will only
remain for me, in communicating to you His Majesty’s allowance of those
Bills, to congratulate you and the Legislature of Dominica on the establishment
of a system, both for the improvement of the condition of the Slave Population,
and for providing for the manumission of their Slaves or of their families on a
principle of equitable appraisement; which system will have fully carried into
effect the Resolutions of the Two Houses of Parliament. Nothing will then
remain, but to provide for the improvement of the Judicial System, and for its
accommodation to the present state of the whole community, including the

Slave population. The means of accomplishing this object would be facilitated
by the Report of the Commissioners of Legal Inquiry, who, as you are aware,
have been employed for that purpose in the examination of the Constitution,
and practice of all the Courts of Justice in the Island.

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST,

Major-General Nicolay, Dominica.

 

No. 2.
(No. 19.)

Sir, Downing Street, 21st May 1826.

IN my despatch to you, dated the 19th of March last, I had the honour to
announce to you that I should take an early opportunity of sending out to you
all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order in Council, classed under

separate heads.
For Enclosures vide 10 the enclosed papers will be found all the provisions of the Order in

Bahamas. Council of the 10th of March 1824, for improving the condition of the Slaves in

the Island of Trinidad, with all such modifications of that Order, as have been

introduced by any subsequent enactments.
These Enclosures relate to the eight following subjects :—First, the Office

of Protector and Guardian of Slaves; secondly, the admission of the evidence

of Slaves in Civil and Criminal Cases; thirdly, the Manumission of Slaves;

fourthly, the intermarriage of Slaves; fifthly, the observance of Sunday, and

the abolition of public markets on that day; sixthly, the acquisition of

property by Slaves, and the establishment of Savings Banks for the better

rotection of it; seventhly, the separation of Families under judicial process;

and eighthly, the punishment of Slaves, with the record to be kept of such
punishments, when inflicted, by the authority of the owner.
To each of these enclosures, I have subjoined. notes explanatory of the

deviations which may be found in them from the rules originally promulgated
in the Order in Council of the 10th of March 1824.

Printed for Parlia- I have also the honour to enclose copies of my official correspondence on

ment in Session of this subject with the Governor of Trinidad, and the Lieutenant-Governorof

Demarara. From the perusal of that correspondence, you will learn the views

which have been taken by His Majesty’s Government of the various objections

which have been successively urged against the different provisions of the
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Order in Council, and you will perceive what parts of the Law are regarded
as of primary and essential importance.
lam perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing in this

Country, and without more local knowledge than is attainable here, enactments
upon a subject so” comprehensive and important, which are to have their
operation in Dominica, I am aware also, that upon some of the topics com-
rised in these papers, the wishes of His Majesty’s Government have already,

to a certain extent, been anticipated by the existing Laws of the Island, and
that without a very intimate and practical acquaintance with those Laws, it
may perhaps not be possible, safely to frame new legislative provisions on the
same or similar subjects.
. In transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not therefore propose them
as drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, nor probably without
some material alterations. My object in this communication, has rather been
to explain anew, and in the fullest manner, the measures which His Majesty's
Government desire to introduce; and I have for this purpose adopted the form
and language of Legislative Acts, because in no other way could those views be
explained with equal accuracy and precision. His Majesty will, however, be
ready to confirm any laws in which the Legislature of Dominica may effectually
embody these principles and give effect to those intentions, however much such
Laws may depart from the enclosed Drafts in arrangement, language, or minor
details.
-You will, therefore, immediately on receiving this despatch, make a confi-

dential communication on the subject to the Law Officers of the Crown within
your Government, transmitting to them a copy of this Despatch and its enclo-
sures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the Drafts of as
many distinct Bills as they may think best adapted for giving full and complete
effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government as explained in the enclosed
Drafts. In performing this duty, they will of course have regard not only to
such local circumstances as may necessarily affect the form and language of
those provisions, but also to some enactments in the late Slave Melioration Act,
and to any other of the existing Laws of the Colony in which the same, or the
like provisions as are contained in these Drafts may be found. They will also
consider how far a consolidation of such former Acts, with the projected Bills,
may be practicable or convenient, and they will report to you in writing every
material observation which they may have to offer upon the form and structure
of the proposed laws.
As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these measures

can be most properly brought forward, you will take the most convenient me-
thod in your power for introducing them to the consideration of the Legislative
Council and Assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind you of the necessity
of proceeding on this occasion with such discretion, and with such a regard to
the constitutional privileges of the Council and Assembly, as to afford no reason-
able cause for any jealousy or complaint on the part of those bodies. Upon this
subject you will exercise your own judgment, with all the advantage to be de-
nved from your acquaintance with the established usages of the Colonial Le-
gislature.
At the conclusion of the Session you will transmit to me, with the least possi-

ble delay, a Report of the progress which may have been made in carrying these
Intentions of His Majesty’s Government into effect, and in case that this object
shall not have been effectually accomplished, you will accompany that Report
by a distinct reference to each clause of each of the Drafts enclosed, stating in
detail the reasons which may have prevented the adoption of any of those
Clauses, and distinguishing with precision what parts of the Clauses recom-
mended have been enacted, and what parts have been rejected by the Legisla-
ture. In those cases where the existence of previous enactments may have been

thought to render any further legislation unnecessary, you will at the same
oe call my attention to such previous enactments of which you will transmit
opies,
I have thus once more directed your attention to this most important subject,

and I cannot close the present Despatch without again reminding you, that His
Majesty's Government will feel the most lively interest in the result of the deli-
berations of the Legislative Council and Assembly. I am not. disposed to
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anticipate the continued rejection of Enactments so earnestly and anxious!
looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and by every class of society in this
kingdom. On the contrary, I must still bope that it will shortly be in my
power to lay before His Majesty Acts of the Assembly of Dominica fully car-
rying into effect the spirit of the various provisions which by His command
I have now the honour to transmit to you.

 

I have, &c.

(Signed) BATHURST.
Major-General Nicolay,

&c. &c. &c.

No. 3.

Str, Downing Street, 25th May 18326,

ALONG with this letter you will receive a despatch on the subject of the
Slave Laws of the Colony under your Government. You will find in it no
more than an incidental notice of the Slave Melioration Act, transmitted by
you on the 27th January; for I have found it impossible in my present
despatch to enter into'a minute examination of this Act, without occasioning
delay.
In case, however, the Legislature should meet to consider the subject of my

present despatch, before I shall have been enabled to communicate to you the
result of my more mature consideration of their recent Slave Act, you will
assure them, that I shall not omit the earliest opportunity in my power of
offering any observations which may be suggested by that Act, and appear
calculated to assist their further legislation upon the subject.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Major-General Nicolay,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 4.

My Lorp, Government House, Dominica, 28th August 1826.
IN the hope that your Lordship has by this time been able to enter into

an examination of the Slave Melioration Act, transmitted with my despatch of
the 27th January last, I beg leave to observe, that it is very desirable to be
made acquainted, as soon as possible, with the result of such examination, as
Messrs. Blanc and Glanville (who are arranging for the consideration of the
Legislature of this Colony the various papers received with your Lordship's
letter of the 21st May last) would then be enabled likewise to introduce any
alterations or amendments of the late Melioration Act, which may appear
proper, in consequence of your Lordship’s remarks thereon.

I have, &c.

(Signed) WILLIAM NICOLAY.
The Right Hor. Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&c. &c. &e.

 

No.5.

My Lorp, Government House, Dominica, 1st February 1827.

THE measures recommended by His Majesty’s Government for improving
the condition of the Slave population, and which were communicated in your
Lordship’s letter of the 21st May last, were in the month of November intro-
duced into the House of Assembly of this Colony, in the form of eight distinct
Bills, by Mr. Henry Glanville, who informed me, that, although he was of
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course not pledged to support all the particulars when they might come under

debate, he gave such explanation, as tended to shew, that the general views of

Government were byno means incompatible with the interests of the Colony ;

and that bis explanations appeared to meet with a favourable reception from the

House. Owing however, to repeated delays, the Session terminated before
the Bills came under discussion.

In opening the present Session, I again called the attention of the legislature

to the suggestions for the improvement of the Slave Laws; andI received, from

both branches, assurances of their anxiety to meet the wishes of His Majesty's

Government in making such further regulations as may appear to them com-

patible with the security of person and property.

The House of Assembly will meet for the purpose of taking this subject into

consideration on the 13th instant, which day was fixed, on account of the late

severe indisposition of Mr. H. Glanville with whom the former Bills originated,

and whose presence appears most highly desirable.

 

. I have, &c.

(Signed) WM. NICOLAY.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&e. &c. &e.

No. 6.

My Lorp, Dominica, Government House, 24th February 1827.

AT at a very full meeting of the House of Assembly of this Colony on the
13th instant, a discussion took place (in a Committee of the whole House)
onafirst clause of a Bill for establishing a Protector and Guardian of Slaves.
The subject was introduced in a very able and temperate manner by Mr. Henry

Glanville, and he was supported by some of the members, who adduced strong

arguments in favour of the clause, but on a division it was rejected, six mem-
bers voting for it, and nine against it.

The Committee then proceeded on a Bill “ for regulating the manumission of
“ Slaves, &c ;” and afterwards on a Bill ‘to prevent the separation of Slaves
“being members of the same family by virtue of any legal process.” Both
these I regret to say were likewise rejected.
There appears among the members of the Assembly a great disposition to

consolidate all the laws relative to Slaves into one Act, finally declaring to what
extent they conceive the Legislature of this Colony can with safety provide for
the further melioration of the condition of that class of the population ; and I
have little doubt that in such an Act many of the measures suggested by His
Majesty's Government would be adopted. There exists however a considerable
degree of difficulty in framing a Bill to that effect at present, in consequence of
not having received any notification with regard to the result of the two Acts
already passed by this Legislature,“ for repealing the tax on the manumission
“ of Slaves ; and for the further encouragement, protection, and better govern-
< ment of Slaves ;” the former of which was transmitted to your Lordship on the
gth November 1825, the latter on the 27th January 1826.

It is to be expected that the latter of these Acts will require revisal by the
Colonial Legislature before it can be submitted to His Majesty; but without
information as to the particular parts thereof that may be deemed objectionable,

any new Bill that might be introduced for consolidating the Slave Laws would
probably contain a repetition of the objectionable clauses.

After all,1 must confess that, although several of the amendments recom-
mended might very likely be acceded to, I much doubt whether the House of
Assembly will in any shape, effectually embody in their Laws, a provision for
the appointment of a Protector and Guardian of Slaves—a measure of primary
importance, and on which many of the other suggested improvements depend.

ave, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM NICOLAY,

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &c.
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No. 7.

Sir, Downing Street, 3d April 1827,
I HAVE the honour herewith to enclose an order made by HisMajesty

in Council on the 14th ultimo, by which His Majesty has been pleased to order
that the Acts passed by yourself, with the consent of the Council and General
Assembly of the Island of Dominica, in November 1825, and July 1826, for
repealing the tax on the manumission of Slaves, and for improving the condi-
tion of the Slaves, should be confirmed and allowed.

I have received His Majesty’s commands, to communicate to you for the in-
formation of the Council and Assembly the following remarks, with reference to
these Acts.
Upon the two important subjects of marriage, and of the appointment of a

Protector and Guardian of Slaves, they appear to be entirely silent. It is unne.
cessary to make any comment upon the importance of these omissions.

Respecting the observance of Sunday as a day of rest, these Acts appear to
contemplate the permanent continuance of markets on this day, and require only
that they should be closed during Divine Service, instead of prescribing some
fixed and early hour in the forenoon at which they must terminate. Nopre-
cise time is fixed for the cessation of labour on Saturday evening, or for the re.
sumption of it on Monday morning. It would seem, also, that, consistently
with these Acts, Slaves may lawfully be employed to labour on Sunday for hire,
or from any other inducement, so long as no actual compulsion is used. Com-
pulsory labour is permitted in all cases of accident and danger, terms so indefinite,
as to admit a great latitude of interpretation. In each of these particulars, the
provisions respecting the observance of Sunday are defective, and will require
revision.
On the subject of the punishment of Slaves, I observe, that the use of the

whip in the field is not only not prohibited, but is indirectly sanctioned. The
owner is permitted by his own authority to inflict a punishment amounting to
thirty-nine stripes; and if the number of stripes so inflicted does not exceed
ten, no postponement of the punishment till the following day is required,
The presence of a free person as a witness of punishments, inflicted by the do-
mestic authority of the owner, is not rendered necessary. The use of the whip
in correcting the offences of females is not prohibited, but is indeed expressly
allowed. No limitation is fixed to the extent or severity of any punishment,
except that of whipping. These Acts do not require that any record should be
kept of punishments. ‘They do not raise any presumption of guilt against the
owner, or the person having the charge of Slaves, upon the production of the
person of the Slave exhibiting the traces of illegal punishment, attended by his
own probable and consistent statement of the circumstances of the case. If the
person guilty of inflicting illegal punishments is himself a Slave, no particular
penalty is denounced. Although a person should be repeatedly convicted of
inflicting an illegal punishment he would not incur any forfeiture of his Slaves,
or become incapable of holding such property.

In cases of mutilation, and other cruel punishments, the Slave is to be sold,
if the Jury should certify the case to be atrocious. But even in the case thus
supposed, of atrocious mutilation, the offender is to receive the price of the
Slave, The express authority given to a Slave, employed as a superintendant,
to inflict, by whipping, punishment on his fellow Slaves, and the permission to
work Slaves in chains, if convicted before a single Magistrate, on the evidence
of a fellow Slave of habitual bad conduct, are open to serious objections.
You will call the attention of the Council and Assembly to the necessity of

amending these Acts upon the subject of the punishment of Slaves, with refer-
ence to the preceding observations. You will also propose to them to revise
this part of the Act under consideration, for the purpose of rendering the
language of the enactments more definite and perspicuous; since they ap-
pear at present, in many poiuts, susceptible of a construction at variance
with what I have no doubt was the real intention of theLegislature.
The rales laid down respecting the separation of Slaves, who are members of

the same family, are unfortunately destitute of all sanctions for securing the ob-
servance of them. The separation of husbands and wives, and of children from
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their father, is not forbidden, and even the mother may be separated from any

child which has attained its 12th year.

You will perceive that these deviations from the plan as originally proposed

will unavoidably impair, to a great degree, the efficacy of the measure.
Upon the rules. contained in the Act for protecting the property of Slaves, I

am to remark, that the taking away such property is not made penal,. unless

it be taken “ forcibly.” And the only property which it is declared penal to

take away is such as the Slave is authorised to possess both by law and by cus-

tom. But if, as I apprehend, no positive law exists on the subject, it follows

that the penalty can never be enforced. No provision is made for securing the
ayment of debts owing toSlaves, if due as the hire of labour, or arising out of

any contract; and upon the subject of legacies the Act is wholly silent. When

the owner is himself the debtor the Act has given no remedy whatever for the

recovery of any debt; and in general it appears, that the means prescribed for
recovering penalties for offences committed against the property of Slaves,
and for enforcing the payment of debts due to them, are defective and in-
sufficient.
On the subject of manumission, I perceive that the fees formerly payable are

not abolished. No provision is made for the manumission of Slaves subject to
mortgages and settlements ; nor in those cases where the owner is absent or un-

known, or labours under some legal incapacity to effect the manamission. The

consent of the owner is in all cases the essential condition of manumission, so

that the Slave cannot claim to be set free upon the payment of his value, even
though that value be estimated upon the most equitable principle of compensa-
tion, Upon this point it is necessary only to recall your attention to the remarks
and explanations which I have already had the honour of communicating to
you, from which His Majesty’s Government are not prepared to recede.

Respecting evidence, it appears that these Acts do not require that any re-
gistry should be kept of those Slaves whose competency to understand the nature
of an oath is certified by their religious teachers, The Slave is not permitted
to give evidence for or against his owner in any criminal case. The rejection
in every case of the testimony of a single Slave may be productive of great incon-
venience, and does not seem to rest upon any solid principle. If a Slave’s evi-
dence were supported by that of a free person, the Act does’ not even in that
case allow the Slave to be heard. The confirmation must come from a fellow
Slave. The necessity of being duly baptized in order to give evidence is not
very apparent. It is not baptism, nor even the profession of Christianity, upon
which the credibility of a witness depends. An unbaptized Slave who, in the
language of this Act, ‘“ thoroughly comprehends the true nature and meaning
“of an oath,’ appears to be an unobjectionable witness, The rule which
would prevent any conviction upon the evidence of Slaves, more than twelve
months after the commission of the offence, might in many cases be productive
of extreme injustice.

In the preceding remarks I have adverted to those parts of the Act in con-
sideration, which appear to have been framed with reference to the recommen-
dations of His Majesty’s Government. I proceed to notice some additional
regulations for improving the condition of the Slaves, which the Legislature of
Dominica have thought it right to establish.
The rules respecting food, clothing, lodging, and medical attendance, would

be highly valuable if they had been laid down in more precise and definite
terms. On the subject of labour, this Act appears to contemplate the employ-
ment of the Slaves for fourteen hours and a half every day during crop, and
for eleven hours and a half daily during the remaining part of the year. Now,
when it is remembered, that in addition to this employment, there will remain
many minor domestic and other offices to be performed, it is difficult to under-
stand how such a degree of exertion can be compatible with a due regard to the
health of the Slaves.
The rules of law which are laid down on the subject of offences against pro-

perty, seem to confound together crimes of very different degrees of malignity.
Thus the crime of burglary is confounded with the offence of breaking into an
building and robbing therefrom. I observe also that the attempt to commit
crimes is in many cases made punishable with the same degree of severity as if
the crime had been actually committed, and that the amount and nature of the
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punishment is generally left at the entirediscretion of the Court. Some terms
also are employed in describing capital crimes, which I apprehend have no fixed
and definite signification. I refer particularly to the words mutiny” or
“ mutinous,” and the word “ringleaders.” It is obviously inconvenient to
create capital felonies by the use of terms susceptible of so much latitude of
interpretation.

‘The 28th clause of the Act, numbered 337, denounces heavy punishments
for the use of certain words, I perceive with regret that the language of this
enactment is so obscure, that it may receive an indefinite variety of construc-
tions. The apparent intention is to interdict all writing and discourse hostile
to the existing laws and usages of the Island on the subject of slavery,
Without intending to deny the importance of repressing the use of language
dangerous to the peace of the Colony, I must yet observe, that banishment abd
unlimited fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the Court, do not appear
to be appropriate punishments for any language, except such as is either
treasonable or seditious. |

The Act provides an indemnity for the owner in every case in which a Slave
may be executed, a regulation which, in many cases, would be highly unjust,
and which in many more, would be plainly inexpedient.

His Majesty is graciously pleased to acknowledge with commendation the
disposition which the Legislature of Dominicahave manifested in many of the
provisions of these Acts, to improve the condition of the Slave population, and
considering that they are in general framed in such a manner as to promote
the well-being of that class of society, His Majesty has, with the advice of His
Privy Council, been pleased to confirm them ;but you will avail yourself of the
earliest. opportunity for again bringing the subject, in connexion with the
preceding remarks, under the consideration of the Council and Assembly,
and you will apprise them, that His Majesty’s Government will anxiously
expect a revision of these Acts, with a view to the remedy of the various
defects and omissions which I have pointed out.

I have, &e.

(Signed) BATHURST.
Major-General Nicolay,

&c. &c. &e.
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No. 1.

(No. 9 )
Sir, Downing Street, 19th March 1826.

WHEN I had the honour of communicating to Mr. President Paterson the
Resolutions of the House of Commons in 1823, he was instructedto bring under
the consideration of the Council and Legislative Assembly of Grenada, some of
the measures which Elis Majesty’s Government recommended for improving
the condition of the Slave population. In 3824, I had the honour of communi-
cating to him a copy of the Trinidad Order in Council, containing, with the
others, the further measures which His Majesty’s Government considered it to
be their duty to propose for earrying into effeet in His Majesty’s Colonies the
Resolutions of the House of Commons.
The measures recommended in these communications provided, first, for the

improvement of the condition of the Slave population. Secondly, for the ma-
numission of Slaves, on suctr prineiples as would give to the Slaves, on the one
hand, a means of acquiring their freedom, or that of their families; and on
the other, secure to the Planter, by an equitable appraisement, a full indemni-
fication for the loss which he might experience by their manumission.

In directing him to lay this order before the Council and Legislative Assembly,
Ithought it necessary, in the first instance, that it should be left to them to
proceed in such manner as might appear to them advisable for taking all these
several measures under their consideration.

Since that time, an Act has been passed by the Legislature, the many
beneficial provisions of which have entitled it to His Majesty’s approbation ;
and I should have received with additional satisfaction the President’s despatch
of the 23d November, No. 80, in which he expresses his confidence that the
Legislature will amend those provisions of the Act which had appeared to me
inadequate to the execution of their objects, had he not, at the same time, led
me to apprehend a continued reluctance on the part of the Legislature to resume
the consideration of those important reforms which the Act leaves unprovided
for.
You will, in again addressing yourself to the Assembly, have to communi-

cate to them the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords with the
Resolutions of the House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring the
whole subject under the consideration of the Assembly in a more distinct shape,
Ishall take an early opportunity of sending out to you the measures con-
tained in the Order in Council, classed under separate heads, and accompanied
with such explanations as may be necessary, with a view of placing in a clearer
light some of those provisions which I have reason to believe have been misun-
derstood.
On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for

having bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in such
manner as may be most conformable with the existing laws of Grenada.
When these bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to be

brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly may
have thein separately before them, and either pass them in the shape in which
they will be embodied, or make such amendments or modifications of their
provisions as the Assembly may deem expedient unless (what I anxiously de-
precate} they should come to the decision of rejecting them.
_ The Assembly will thus be placed in fall possession of all which His Ma+
jesty’s Government contemplate for carrying into effect the Resolutions of the
two Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations will enable His
Majesty's Government to judge whether it will be necessary to take any other
course for the attainment of that object.

If you should have it in your power to announce to me, that the Council and
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Assembly have agreed to Bills, substantially carrying into effect all the severa]
measures which have thus been brought under their consideration, it will only
remain for me, in communicating to you His Majesty’s allowance of these Bill;
to congratulate you, and the Legislature of Grenada, on the establishment of a
system, both for improving the condition of the Slave population, and for pro.
viding for the manumission of Slaves and of their families, ona principle of equi-
table appraisement, which system will have fully carried into effect the Reso.
lutions of the two Houses of Parliament. Nothing will then remain but to
provide for the improvement of the judicial system, and for its accommodation
to the present state of the whole community, including the Slave population,
The means of accomplishing this object will be facilitated by the Report of the
Commissioners of Legal Inquiry, who, as you are aware, have been employed
for that purpose, in the examination of the constitution and practice of ‘the
Courts of Justice in the Island. .

Ihave, &c.

(Signed) BATHURST.
Major-General Sir J. Campbell, K.C. B.

&e. &. §e.

 

No. 2.
(No. 15.)

My Lorp, Government House, Grenada, 7th April 1826.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of two several Acts
which have passed the Legislature of this Colony, intituled respectively, “ AnAct
* to remove doubts respecting the repeal of certain Acts relating to the payment
“ of one hundred pounds upon the manumission of Slaves, and for legalizing all
“ such deeds of manumission as have been executed heretofore, without such
* payment being miade ;” and ‘* An Act to declare the Ecclesiastical Laws and
‘* Canons now in force in England,in so far as they relate to the Ecclesiastical
“* Regimen of the Clergy, in force in these Islands.”

T have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES CAMPBELL.

Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K, G.
&e. &c. &e.

 

An Act to remove doubts respecting the Repeal of certain Acts relating
to the payment of one hundred pounds upon the manumission of
Slaves, and for legalizing all such deeds of Manumission as have
been executed heretofore, without such payment being made.

WHEREAS by an Act made and passed on the 25th day of October 1806,
intituled, “ An Act to repeal so much of an Act commonly called the Guardian
Act, as gives an annuity of ten pounds to any Slave manumitted according to
the directions of that Act, and for certain other purposes ;” it is enacted that
every Owner manumitting his or her Slave, shall pay to the Treasurer of these
Islands the sum of one hundred pounds current money, for each and every
Slave so manumitted, in manner tequired by a certain Act of the Legislature,
and which hath since been repealed; and no manumission that has been given
since the passing and publication of the aforesaid Act, nor that shall hereafter
be given by any Owner to any such Slave, shall be admitted as evidence in any
Court of his or her freedom, unless there shall be a certificate by the Treasurer
aforesaid, on such manumission of the aforesaid sum of one hundred pounds
having been paid ; and the same manumission shall have been duly recorded in
the Register’s office of this Island. And it is also enacted that no other evidence
of the freedom of any person pretending to have obtained such since the gth
day of December 1797, shall be received in any Court other than such manu-
Missions, so certified by the ‘I'reasurer as aforesaid, or in case such manumission
being lost, a copy thereof from the said Register’s Office. And whereas by an
Act made and passed the 27th day of July 1818, intituled, An Act to repeab
so much and such parts of an Act, intituled, An Act for the better protection and
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for promoting the natural increase and population of Slaves within the Island

ofGrenada, and such of the Grenad inesasare annexed to the Government thereof;
for compellingan adequate provision for and care of them, as well in sickness

and old age as in health; and for constituting guardians to effectuate and carry

into execution the regulations and purposes of this Act, as relates to ordirects

the payment of one hundred pounds on the manumitting of each Slave, and

to the execvtion in any other place than within this Government, of deeds of

manumission of persons usually residing therein,” itis enacted that the original

of all manumission or other Acts of Freedom made, given, granted,orexecuted

subsequent to the oth day of December 1797, whether by last will and

testament or otherwise, after being duly proved accordingtolaw, andif proved and

recorded in the Register’s Office of these Islands, in manner prescribed by law,

and such originals cannot be produced, then office copies thereof, duly certified ~

by the Registrar of these Islands for the time being, or his lawfuldeputy, should

and might be received and admitted in evidence in all Courts of Law and Equity

in these Islands, and should be. valid to all intents and purposes whatsoever.
And whereas the said Act, intituled, ‘‘ An Act for the better protection and for Recites the Taterepeat

promoting the natural increase and population of Slaves within the Island of cember 797, ort that

Grenada, and such of the Grenadines as are annexed to the Government thereof, doubtshadarisen whe-
. +s : . . ther certain clauses of

for compelling an adequate provision for and care of them, as well in sickness Ace of 25th October

and old age as in health, and for constituting and appointing guardians to 1806, are not still in

effectuate and carry into execution the regulations and purposes of this Act hath ores

lately been altogether repealed, but doubts have been entertained whether the

before recited clauses in the before mentioned Act passed upon the 25th of

October 1806, are not still in force, notwithstanding the provisions of the Act

passed the 27th day of July 1818. And whereas it is desirable that all doubtsandthatit is desirable

should be removed on that point, and that every facility should be given to theteremoved, and every

manumission of deserving Slaves according to the spirit of the laws now in facility xiven to ma

force: Be it therefore enacted, by His Excellency Major-General Sir JamesingSlaves. “enw

Campbell, Knight, Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order Clause 1.

of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the said Island of

Grenada and its dependencies, the Members of the Council and the General

Assembly of these Islands, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority of the
same, that the said recited Act made and passed on the 25th of October 1806, fet dated 25thOcto.
intituled, “* An Act to repeal so much of an Act commonly called the Guardianof 27th July 1818, rer
Act, as gives an annuity of ten pounds to any Slave -manumitted according to peated.

the directions of that Act, andfor certain other purposes ;* and also the said

recited Act made atid passed the 27th day of July 1818, intituled, “ An Act to
repeal so much and such parts of an Act, intituled, An Act for the better pro-
tection, and for promoting the natural increase and population of Slaves within

the Island of Grenada and such of the Grenadines as are annexed to: the

Government thereof, for compelling an adequate provision for and care of them,
as well in sickness and old age as in health, and for constituting guardians to

effectuate and carry into execution the regulations and purposes of this Act,”

as relates to or directs the payment of one hundred pounds on the manumitting

of each Slave, and to the execution in any other place than within this Govern-

ment, of deeds of manumissions of persons usually residing therein shall be, and

the same are hereby repealed, and any Act or Acts, part or parts of any Act

or Acts by such Acts repealed, shall be, and the same is, and are hereby also

repealed.
And be it further enacted, that all manumissions and other Acts of Freedom Clause 2,

All manumissions or
made and granted for the purpose of enfranchising Slaves which have beenother Actsof Freedom
made and executed since the gth day of December 1797, or which shall or may mae ee oth Dee

>

be hereafter made and executed, and whether made by last will and testament afer to be made and
2 : : if executed, whether byor otherwise, after being duly proved according to law, and if proved and ores Nerwine, it

recorded in the Register’s Office of this Island in manner prescribed by law, duly proved and  re-
shall be received and admitted as evidence of freedom in all Courts of Law and cried in Register’s. Office, shall be admit-
Equity in these Islands, and shall be valid to all intents and purposes what- ted in evidence, and
soever, any law, usage, or custom, heretofore subsisting to the contrary, in Pe ins ardif erigtnald
any wise notwithstanding; and if the original document establishing such deeds cannot be pro-
freedom cannot be produced, then office copies thereof, duly certified by the cee),aeprost at
Registrar of these Islands for the time being, or his lawful. Deputy, shall andfreedom in all Courte
thay be admitted as proof of freedom. of Law and Equiy-
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And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that this Act shall be
Declared aPublicAct. deemed and taken to be a public Act, and shall be judicially noticed as such

Passed Assembly 8th
March 1826,

Passed Council 9th
March 1826.

Dated tlth March
1826.

Aseented to Lith
March 1826.

Published 14th March
1826.

Preamble.

Clause 4,

All laws, ordinances,
and canons ecclesias-

” tical, in force in Eng-
jand, as far as they
relate to the ordering
and ecclesiastical re-
gimen of the Clergy,
declared in force in
these islands;

except in so far as any
vf them may be incon-
sistent with the pro-
visions of the Clergy
Acts.

by all Judges, Justices, and other persons without specially pleading the
same.

Passed the Assembly this 8th day March 1826.
(Signed) JOHN CHARLES KER, Clerk of Assembly,

Passed the Council this gth day of March 1826.
(Signed) JOHN DOUGLAS, Acting Clerk of Council,

Dated at the Town of Saint George, in the Island of Grenada, this
eleventh day of March, in the seventh year of the reign of our Sovereign
Lord George the Fourth, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six.

(Signed) JOHN HOYES, Speaker.

Assented to. by His Excellency the Governor and Commander in Chief,
this eleventh day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-six, and the seventh year of His Majesty’s reign.

(Signed) JOHN DOUGLAS, Acting Clerk of Council.

Proelaimed in the Town of St. George, this fourteenth day of March,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and
the seventh year of His Majesty's reign.

(Signed) J. BOUCHER, Provost Marshal General.

(Signed) |JAMES(ms) CAMPBELL.

An Act to declare the Ecclesiastical Laws and Canons now in force
in England, in so far as they relate to the Ecclesiastical Regimen of
the Clergy in force in these Islands.

WHEREAS the King’s most Excellent Majesty hath been graciously pleased
by Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, to erect, found, ordain, make, and constitute the Islands of
Barbadoes, Grenada, Saint Vincent, Dominica, Antigua, Montserrat, Saint
Christopher, Nevis, and the Virgin Islands, Trinidad, Tobago, and Saint Lucia,
and their respective dependencies, to be a Bishop’s See, and’ to be called from
henceforth the Bishoprio of Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands. And His said
Most Excellent Majesty hath, by the same Letters Patent, named and ap-
pointed William Hart Coleridge, Doctor in Divinity, to be Bishop of the
said See. And whereas, in order the better to give effect to the powers and
authorities vested in the said Lord Bishop of Barbadoes and the Leeward
Islands so appointed, and his successors in the See; and that he and they
should be enabled in the most full and ample manner to exercise spiritual and
ecclesiastical jurisdiction in and over. the Clergy of these Islands. Be it there-

fore enacted by His Excellency Sir James Campbell, Knight, Commander of
the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-

in-Chief of this Island of Grenada and its Dependencies, Chancellor and Ordi-

nary of the same, the Members of His Majesty's Council, and the General As-

sembly of the said Island, That all laws, ordinances, and canons ecclesiastical,

which are now issued and in force in that part of the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland called England, in so far as the same relate to the due
ordering and ecclesiastical regimen and jurisdiction over the Clergy therein, and
all rules and regulations for carrying the same into effect, shall be esteemed,

accepted, and taken to be in full force and virtue within these Islands (save and

except in.so far as the said laws, ordinances, and canons ecclesiastical, or any

of them, are inconsistent or at variance with the provisions of an Act of the

Legislature of these Islands, intituled, An Act to repeal an Act forproviding

a support for the Clergy of these Islands. An Act to supply the defects of

former parish registers, to compel the due and orderly keeping thereof in fu-
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ture; to prevent the cclebration of marriage, otherwise than is therein directed;
and to prescribe how persons professing the Roman Catholic religion may have
their baptisms, marriages, and burials duly entered in the parish registers of the
Established Church. And an Act to amend so much of an Act, intituled, An

Act for providing a Support for the Clergy of these Islands, as relates to the
Town and Parish of Saint George, and to provide a Support for the Clergy of courts of Common

this Government, and other purposes. And that the Courts of Common Law Law enjoined to be
in this Island shall and may from time to time and at all times be aiding and enforcing processes
assisting in enforcing and carrying into execution such proceedings and pro- orders &c. in same

. ~ 2 2, : . Cc fF

cesses, orders, sentences, adjudications, and decrees, at any time to be issued, Conmon LawinEng-

had, made,or given, In respect to the Clergy within this Island, in the same '"
manner, to all intents and purposes, as the Courts of Common Law within that
part of the said United Kingdomcalled England, lawfully may or are authorised,
empowered, or required to aid and assist the Ecclesiastical Courts in enforcing
and carrying into execution the processes, proceedings, orders, sentences, adju-
dications and decrees, issued, had, made, or given in the said last mentioned
Courts, any law or custom to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding.
And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the aforesaid Clause 2.

Bishop and his successors, by him or themselves, or by his or their sufficient Bishor authorised to
. . ° : . appointa C 4

Commissary or Commissaries, by him or them to be lawfully substituted and or Commissaries, and

named, to exercise all manner ofjurisdiction, power, and coercion ecclesiastical (creat ever
that may be requisite, in, over, and upon all Rectors, Curates, Ministers, and andupontheClergy.
Incumbents of all the Churches within this Island and its dependencies,
wherein Divine Service shall be celebrated according to the Rites and Liturgy
of the Church of England, and all Priests and Deacons in Holy Orders of the
Church of England resident in this Island and its dependencies.
And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Clause 3.

Bishop of Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands for the time being, his Com- Bishop and his Com~
missary or Commissaries, to issue under their hand and seal of office of the toius compulecries
Commissary or Commissaries by him appointed, one or more summons or '* the attendance of
summonses directed to any person or persons whomsoever, whether Laymen orlaymen or clertpaeny
Clergymen, to appear as witnesses, to give their testimony on oath, which the 5%), %|senunsise
LordBishop of Barbadoes for the time being, or his Commissary or Com- thereon ; and to grant
missaries, are hereby empowered to administer, either for or against the party Protections to such

. . . . witnesses so § =

accused, and also to grant a protection or protections for any witness or ed, if required, in a8

witnesses so summoned, who may desire the same, in as full form, power, andfullform and effect as
effect, as may or can be legally granted by any of the Courts of Law or any CourtofLaw oF
Equity in this Island, and which protection or protections shall be observed Equity.
by all officers in like manner as they would have been had they issued from
any other of the said Courts. And in case it shall appear to the said Lord
Bishop of Barbadoes for the time being, or his Commissary or Commissaries,
that such person or persons was or were duly summoned, and neglected or
refused to appear without a just and reasonable excuse, to be approved and witnesses sum-
lowed by the said Lord Bi ime being, hi oned refusing toapa 1 by the said Lord Bishop for the time being, his Commissary or moned refusingto ap-
Commissaries; or, appearing, shall neglect or refuse to be sworn or give pear sing emora tens
testimony, or shall swear falsely, the said Lord Bishop of Barbadves for the falsely, Bishopor his
time being, his Commissary or Commissaries, shall, and he and they is and are ccdtaproceed against
hereby authorised and empowered to proceed against every such witness or them in contempt, or
witnesses in contempt, or who shall swear falsely, in the same manner asinsuchmannerasay
a Judge of any Court of Law or Equity may, might, or could legally proceed Equity.
against such witness or witnesses, had such contempt or false swearing been
committed in any of the said Courts, and such witness or witnesses shall, on «ati
a convict; ; 9 © On conviction before
Fhonviction before the Supreme Court of Judicature, to be holden for this the Supreme Courtof

sland and its dependencies, be liable to incur the like pains, fines, and iain are and penale
penalties, as would or might have been inflicted on him, her, or them, for or ties as if such con-
b g ! hs ? ’ fal

y reason or means of such contempt or false swearing, had the same been oe ned.been com=
committed in any other Court of this Island. mitted in.any other

,
Courtof this Islan

Passed the Assembly, this eleventh day of March, one thousand eight p,..ea the Assembly

hundred and twenty-six. 11th March 1896.

(Signed) JOHN CHARLES KER, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council, this eleventh day of March, one thousand eight passed the Councit

hundred and twenty-six. Hitch March 1826.

(Signed) JOHN DOUGLAS, Acting Clerk of Council.
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Dated at the Town of St. George, in the Island of Grenada, this
fourteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-six, and of His Majesty’s reign the seventh.

(Signed) JOHN HOYES, Speaker,

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor and Commander-in-Chief,
this fourteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-six, and in the seventh year of His Majesty’s reign,

(Signed) JOHN DOUGLAS, Acting Clerk of Council,
Proclaimed in the Town: of St. George, this fourteenth day of March,

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and
in the seventh year of His Majesty’s reign.

(Signed) JOHN BOUCHER, Provost Marshal General.

(Signed) JAMES (ats) CAMPBELL.
eZ” .

 

No. 3.
(No. 11.)

Sir, Downing Street, 21st May 1826.

IN my Despatch to you, dated the 19th March last, I had the honour to
announce to you, that I should take an early opportunity of sending out to you
all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order in Council, classed under
separate heads.

In the enclosed papers will be found all the provisions of the Order in
Council of tthe 10th March 1824, for improving the condition of Slaves in the
Island of Trinidad, with all such modifications of that Order as have been in-
troduced by any subsequent enactments.
These enclosures relate to the eight following subjects: First, the Office of

Protector and Guardian of Slaves ; secondly, the admission of the Evidence of
Slaves in civil and criminal cases; thirdly, the Manumission of Slaves ; fourth-
ly, the intermarriage of Slaves; fifthly, the observance of Sunday, and the
abolition of public markets on that day ; sixthly, the acquisition of property by
Slaves, and the establishment of Savings Banks for the better protection of it;
seventhly, the separation of families under judicial process; and, eighthly, the
unishment of Slaves, with the record to be kept of such punishments, when

inflicted by the authority of the owner.
To each of these enclosures I have subjoined Notes, explanatory of the de-

viations which may be found in them, from the rules originally promulgated in
the Order in Council of the 10th of March 1824.

I have also the honour to enclose copies of my official correspondence on
this subject with the Governor of Trinidad, and the Lieutenant-Governor of
Demerara, From the perusal of that correspondence, you will learn the views
which have been taken by His Majesty's Government of the various objections
which have been successively urged against the different provisions of the Order
in Council, and you will perceive what parts of the law are regarded as of
primary and essential importance. .

I am perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing in this
country, and without more local knowledge than is attainable here, enactments
upon a subject so comprehensive and important, which are to have theiropera-
tion in Grenada. I am aware, also, that upon some of the topics comprised
in these papers, the wishes of His Majesty’s Government have already, to a
certain extent, been anticipated by the existing laws of the Island, and that,
without a very intimate and practical acquaintance with those laws, it may,
perhaps, not be possible safely to frame new legislative provisions on the same
or similar subjects,

Tn transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not, therefore, propose them
as drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, nor probably without
some material alterations. My object in this communication has rather been
to explain anew and in the fullest manner the measures which His Majesty’s
Government desire to introduce ; and I have for this purpose adopted the
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form and language of legislative Acts, because, in no oiher way could those

views be explained with equal accuracy and precision, His Majesty will,
however, be ready to confirm any Laws in which the Legislature of Grenada
may effectually embody these principles, and give effect to those intentions,

however much such laws may depart from the enclosed drafts in arrangement,
language, orminor details,

You will therefore immediately on receiving this despatch, make a confi-

dential communication on the subject, to the Law Officers of the Crown

within your Government, transmitting to them a copy of this despatch and its
enclosures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the drafts of
as many distinct Bills as they may think best adapted for giving full and

complete effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, as explained in

the enclosed drafts. In performing this duty, they will of course have regard,

not only to such local circumstances as may necessarily affect the form and
language of those provisions, but also to some enactments in the late Slave
Melioration Act, and to any other of the existing laws of the Colony, in which

the same or the like provisions as are contained in these drafts may be found.
They will also consider how far a consolidation of such former Acts with the

projected Bills may be practicable or convenient, and they will report to you in

writing, every material observation which they may have to offer upon the

form and structure of the proposed laws.

As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these measures
can be most properly brought forward, you will take the most convenient

method in your power for introducing them to the consideration of the
Legislative Council and Assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind you of
the necessity of proceeding on this occasion with such discretion, and with
such a regard to the constitutional privileges of the Council and Assembly, as
to afford no reasonable cause for any jealousy or complaint on the part of those
bodies. Upon this subject you will exercise your own judgment, with all the
advantage to be derived from the means which you have possessed, since your
assumption of the Government, of making yourself acquainted with the
established usages of Colonial Legislature.
At the conclusion of the Session you will transmit to me, with the least

possible delay, a report of the progress which may have been made in carrying
these intentions of His Majesty’s Government into effect; and in case that
this object shall not have been effectually accomplished, you will accompany
that report by a distinct reference to each clause of each of the drafts enclosed,

stating in detail the reasons which may have prevented the adoption of any

of those clauses, and distinguishing with precision what parts of the clauses
recommended have been enacted, and what parts have been rejected by the
Legislature. In those cases, where the existence of previous enactments may
have been thought to render any further legislation unnecessary, you will at
the same time call my attention to such previous enactments, of which you

will transmit copies.
I have thus once more directed your attention to this most important

subject, and I cannot close the present despatch without again reminding you
that His Majesty’s Government will feel the most lively interest in the result

of the deliberations of the Legislative Council and Assembly. I am not

disposed to anticipate the continued rejection of the enactments, so earnestly

and anxiously looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and by every class of
society in this kingdom. On the contrary, 1 must still hope, that it will
shortly be in my power to lay before His Majesty, Acts of the Assembly of

Grenada, fully carrying into effect the spirit of the various provisions, which

by His command I have now the honour to transmit to you.

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Major-General Sir James Campbell, K.C. B.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 4.
(No. 25.)

My Lorn, Government House, Grenada, 30th June 1826,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Lordship’s letter, No, 1
of the 21st May last, transmitting the measures contained in the Trinidad
Order in Council, classed under separate heads; and I beg to assure your Lord-
ship that no time shall be lost in giving all the effect in my powertothe wishes
of His Majesty’s Government on this important subject.

I have, &e. .
(Signed) JAMES CAMPBELL,

The Right Hon. the Earl of Bathurst, &c. &c.

 

No. 5.
(No. 43.)

My Lorp, Government House, Grenada, 3d October 1826.

I have now the honour of transmitting to your Lordship an accountofthe pro-
ceedings I have adopted in regard to the measures recommended by His Ma-
jesty’s Government, to be submitted to the Legislature of this Island, for the
amelioration of the Slave population, and the result of the same.
The House of Assembly having met for the despatch of public business on

the 15th May last, I deemed it prudent to lay before it your Lordshiy’s com-
munication of the 19th March, as the best means I could devise forpreparing
the way for the introduction of the various measures recommended for their
adoption, and also of giving the House every possible information on the sub-
ject, and ample time for deliberation. On the 19th of the same month, the
House applied for an adjournment to the 3d July, which I granted.

Immediately on the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 21st May,
(on the 29th June ult.) containing the definite instructions of His Majesty's
Government on these important measures, I laid the same beforeFielding
Browne, Esquire, His Majesty’s Attorney-General, with instructions to pre-
parethe necessary Bills to be submitted to the Legislature, with all possible
despatch.
The House having, pursuant to their adjournment, met on the 3d July, I

addressed them by message on the 5th of the same month, in which I com-
municated to them, that the Heads of Bills for the amelioration of the Slave
population had been received from Earl Bathurst; that they had been put into
the hands of the Attorney-General for the purpose of being prepared to lay
before the Legislature, and that I had every reason to believe they would be
ready for that purpose early in the ensuing month,
On the day following my communication, the House of Assembly applied

for an adjournment to the 7th August, to which I acceded, being well assured
that the Bills would be ready by that time to be laid before it.
On the 28th July, I received from the Attorney-General the drafts of eight

Bills, embracing all the measures recommended by His Majesty's Government,
accompanied bya letter from him (a copy of which I have the honour to enclose
to your Lordship), pointing out the various alterations he had made in the in-
structions, the better to adapt them to the existing Slave consolidated Act of
the Colony.

Anxious to obey your Lordship’s instructions, and to proceed with every re-
gard to the constitutional privileges of the Council and Assembly, so as to
afford no reasonable cause for any Jealousy or complaint, I deemed it prudent
to consult the Attorney-General as to the best and most prudent manner of ©
getting these Bills before the Assembly, as I understood they could not originate
in the Council, being in the nature of money Bills, when it was determined
(as there was no person then in the Colony on whomI could officially call) that
I should apply to Mr. Sharpe, His Majesty’s Solicitor-General of this Colony,
and a member of the House of Assembly, who was daily expected from Bar-
badoes (where he had gone a few months previous on my leave of absence) to
attend in his place for this purpose, but on finding he could not be at Gre-
nada so soon as expected, I caused a vessel to be hired immediately, and
forwarded my application to him by her. Ihave much pleasure in informing



GRENADA. 17

our Lordship, that Mr. Sharpe most veadily acceded to my request; but in
consequence of the multiplicity of business in which he was then engaged, ae
informed me that he could not be in Grenada before the beginning of the en.
suing month. . .
On the 7th August the House again met, and on the gth applied for an ad-

iournment to the 13th November, which I granted, intending, on the arrival
of Mr. Sharpe, immediately to call the Legislature together by Proclamation.
Mr. Sharpe having arrived on the 28th of the month, I issued a Proclama-

tion for the assembling of the Legislature on the 11th September, whenI sent
to the House of Assembly the following message:

“ The Governor has deemed it necessary to convene a Meeting of the Legis-
“ lature at an earlier period than that to which it stood adjourned.
“ The Governor begs leave to call the attention of the Honourable House to

« his communications of the 17th May, and 5th July last, on the subject of the
“amendment of the laws suggested by his Majesty's Government for the
“improvement of the condition of the Slave population, and now earnestly
“ recommends to the early and dispassionate consideration of the Honourable
“ House the measures which will be submitted to them, for giving effect to that
“ important object.”
Mr. Sharpe having attended the House, and moved for leave to bring in all

the Bills, it was suggested to him, that he should move for leave to bring them
in separately, which he did, when I am extremely sorry to inform your Lordship,
that the motions were all negatived, and the Bills consequently rejected. I beg
to enclose for your Lordship’s information, a copy of the Solicitor-General’s
letter to me announcing the result of his motions.
On the 14th, I received from the House of Assembly the enclosed answer

to my communication of the 11th, in which your Lordship will perceive that
the House, previous to the rejection of these Bills, had appointed a Committee
for the purpose of amending their late consolidated Slave Act, in pursuance of
the recommendation of your Lordship, contained in your despatch of the goth
October 1825', accompanied by one marked ‘“‘ separate.”

I regret extremely that these Bills were not entertained by the House; but
from the willingness that Body has on former occasions evinced to meet the
wishes of the Imperial Parliament, and of the Mother Country, I do still enter-
tain the most sanguine hopes that they will enter into the views of HisMajesty’s
Government at their meeting on the 23d of the present month, to which the
House stands now adjourned.
Immediately on the Report of the Solicitor-General, that the Bills had been

rejected, I summoned His Majesty’s Council, and submitted to them, these
Bills, when I have much pleasure in informing your Lordships, they immedi-
ately determined to take them into their consideration. J have the honour of
enclosing to your Lordships, the minutes of the House of Assembly on the
rejection of the Bills.

I trust that the line of conduct I have adopted on this most important
occasion, and which has occasioned me the greatest anxiety, will meet with
your Lordship’s approbation, and I beg to assure your Lordship, that I shall
seize every opportunity of impressing upon the Legislature of this Colony, the
aramount necessity of adopting the measures recommended by His Majesty's
vernment,

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES CAMPBELL.

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst,
&e. &e. &e.

Sir, Grenada, 28th July 1826.
IN compliance with the instructions contained in Lord Bathurst’s despatch

of the 21st May last to your Excellency, and its enclosures which have been
communicated to me by his Lordship’s desire, I have prepared for your
Excellency’s consideration, Bills, to be introduced into the Legislature of this
Colony, for giving effect to the wishes of His Majesty's Government relative to
the improvement of the condition of the Slaves in this Island ; and, in further
obedience to his Lordship’s commands, now have the honour to submit the
ollowing observations on the proposed laws to your Excellency:
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Although I observe a discretion is left to the Law Officers to embrace the
different measures enumerated in the despatch in as many Bills as they ma
think proper to prepare, I do not (in the absence of my Coadjutor, the
Solicitor-General, of whose assistance I regret I am deprived on this occasion)
feel myself warranted in deviating from the course pointed out in his Lordship’s
instructions on the subject, and have therefore prepared a separate Bill for each
measure, agreeably to the mode adopted in framing the drafts of Bills trans.
mitted by Lord Bathurst to your Excellency, and now before me.
The first Bill is for the Establishment of the office of a Protector and Guar.

dian of Slaves.
I have not thought it necessary to make any alteration in the draft of the

Bill for this purpose transmitted by his Lordship. As there is not any clause
in the Draft, requiring a salary to be provided by the Legislature of the Island
for the Protector and his Assistants, 1 have not thought it advisable to insert
one for that purpose, being uncertain whether it be the wish of His Majesty's
Government that the salaries should be provided by them, or by theColony.
But as salary is alluded to in that part of the draft wherein the Protector and
his Assistants are prohibited from taking any fees besides their salaries, | am
inclined to consider the omission of a clause, requiring the Legislature to pro.
vide such salaries, as intentional on the part of his Lordship.
The second Bill is for the admission of the evidence of Slaves in civil and

criminal cases. .
By the forty-seventh clause of the late Act for the Amelioration of the state

of the Slaves, passed by the Legislature of this Island last year, the evidence of
Slaves is permitted to be received in courts of justice in all cases of prosecutions
of any white or free person for felony, punishable with death or transportation,
provided a certificate of baptism, and also of good character and reputation, and
of instruction in the principles of religion so as to understand an oath, be pro-
duced; but no conviction for felony of such white or free person can take
place, unless on the testimony of two slaves, corroborated by circumstantial
evidence, and such testimony cannot be received after the lapse of twelve
months; but by this Act their evidence was excluded in all civil cases,

I have thought it adviseable, by the Bill I had framed, to repeal the whole
of this clause, and to substitute the enactments of the draft of the Bill sent to
me, with the alterations hereafter mentioned.

According to the provisions of the Bill, as I have prepared it, the law on this
subject will be, that the evidence of Slaves will be admissible in all civil cases,
on production of a certificate that they are instructed in the principles of reli-
gion, and understand the nature of an oath, save those in which the Master
may be directly concerned, and will be admissable in all criminal cases, on
production of the like certificate. Provided that no conviction of a white or
free person for felony, punishable with death or transportation, can take place,
except on the clear testimony of two Slaves, corroborated by circumstantial
dence.
The third Bill regulates the proceedings in cases of Manumissions, and gives

the right to purchase Manumissions to Slaves.
The only provision of the late Amelioration Act, in cases of the Manumission

of Slaves, is in the fifty-first clause, which authorises the owner of a Slave,
which may be under any incumbrance, to manumit the Slave without the con-
sent of the incumbrancer, provided an appraisement of the Slave is made and
another Slave be purchased and substituted in place of the one so manumitted.
I have repealed this clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act altogether by the
Bill I have prepared, and substituted the enactments of the Draft sent to me,
with some trifling alterations, one of which it may be proper to notice. All
deeds of Manumissions, before they can be registered, must be proved by ac-
knowledgment of the party making them, before one of the Justices of the Su-
preme Court of Judicature, or the Register of Deeds, or by one of the sub-
scribing witnesses thereto, before one of the Justices of the Supreme Court
of Judicature, and a fee is paid to him for the same. By the draft of
the Bill sent me, a fee is directed to be paid by the Protector of Slaves
to the Register for registration of the same only; as the prohibition of the
payment of any other fees interfere with the rights of the Chief Justice, and
other Justices, 1 have included the fee to which has been hitherto paid for
proving such deeds, as one to be paid by the Protector.
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The fourth Bill regulates the celebration of Marriages between Slaves.
The fifth clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, authorizes the marriage

of Slaves belonging to the same owner on the permission of the owner being

obtained for that purpose; but there is no appeal to any authorityin case of the
consent of the owner being withheld ; and as the provisions of the draft of the

Bill sent me are much more full and efficient on this subject, I have repealed
this clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act by the Bill I have prepared, and

substituted the whole of the enactments of the draft sent to me.

The fifth Bill is for the suppression of markets on Sunday, and the due ob-

servance of that day.
By the second and third clauses of an Act for establishing markets in the

towns 1n the Island, and which is number 37 of Smith’s collection of the Laws of

Grenada, markets are authorized to be held on certain hours of every day in

the year. The hours of holding the markets on Sunday are from six in the

morning until eleven in the forenoon, I have therefore, by the draft of the Bill

] have framed, repealed so much of the above mentioned Act as authorizes the

holding markets on any part of Sunday.
By the forty-sixth clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, shops are pro-

hibited to be kept open on Sunday, but as this enactment is not so full and

efficient as that of the draft sent me, I have, by the Bill I have prepared, re-

aled this clause and substituted the latter in its place.
As the different markets are authorized to be holden on every day of the year,

the provisions of the fifth clause of the draft sent to me are not called for, and

I have omitted the same in the Bill 1 have prepared.
By the late Amelioration Act, the markets hours on Thursday are from six

in the morning until six in the evening; but there is no law, the Island giving
permission to Slaves to attend the markets during those hours on Thursday, nor
any provision in the draft for that purpose. I have inserted a clause in the Bill
Ihave prepared, making it lawful for Slaves to attend the markets so to be
holden on Thursday, and imposed a penalty on the Owner for withholding his

rmission for that purpose from the Slave.
By the eighth clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, owners of Slaves are

prevented employing them on Sunday, but the hours of exemption from
work not being sufficiently accurately defined, I have framed a clause defining
the hours of rest, and have omitted clause six of the draft.
The sixth Bill is to enable Slaves to acquire property.
By the fifty-second clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, Slaves are al-

lowed to hold personal property, anda penalty of ten pounds for depriving a
Slave of any such property is inflicted over and above the value of the property
so taken away. I have repealed this clause, and substituted the enactments of
the draft with some alterations. The law, as thus proposed, will then be, that
a Slave may acquire and hold any species of property, save Slaves, fire arms,
andammunition. The prohibition of a Slave to hold Slaves may seem extra-
ordinary and unnecessary, but the fact is, that several Slaves possess other

Slaves, by whose labour they derive considerable profits; and it appears to me,

that among the privileges secured to the Slaves this should not be one, but they
should be distinctly and expressly prohibited from owning that species of pro-
perty. As inconvenience might arise from the abuses whichalitigious Slave
might make of the privilege of bringing suits, I have deemed it advisable to
frame a clause authorizing the Slave to sue in the name of the Protector, pro-
vided his sanction be previously obtained for that purpose. As the right of
suing and being sued is proposed to be given to the Slave, it is but just to pro-
vide that no injury shall arise to the owner from one of the consequences of
that privilege; that is to say, the liability of the person of the Slave to be seized
under judicial process. I have therefore inserted a clause in the Bill I have
framed, exempting his person from being liable to be taken in execution,

The seventh Bill is to prevent the separation of families under judicial

process,
By the fiftieth clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, a Slave having a

husband, wife, or child, under twelve years of age, cannot be sold apart under
judicial process. I have left this clause unaltered by the Bill I have prepared,
and in.lieu of the first clause of the draft sent me, I have framed a clause pro-
hibiting the separation of any reputed husband, wife, and child, underjudicial
process, and adopted the second clause of the draft.
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The eighth Bill is for preventing abuses in the punishment of Slaves,
By the first clause of the draft sent to me, the Protector and Guardian of

Slaves is required in cases of prosecutions of Slaves, for offences punishable b
death or transportation, to attend the trial, and to act for the benefit of the
Slaves, in the same manner as by the law of the Island a counsel may act for a
free person. As, in such cases, a Slave is entitled by the thirty-seventh clause
of the late Slave Amelioration Act, to have Counsel assigned to him, without
whose assistance he cannot be tried, I thought it advisable, in the Bill I have
prepared, to alter this clause of the draft, and to substitute another, by which
the Protector is required to advise with a Slave charged with any crime, and to
attend the Court as his friend, and consult with, and instruct the Counsel to be
assigned to him, as to the steps requisite for his defence. This seems ahigh!
necessary provision, as otherwise, should a person not brought up in the study
of the law be appointed to the office of a Protector, and be called upon to
undertake the defence of a Slave in questions of difficulty and intricacy which
may arise in the course of the trial, his assistance will be totally useless. There
is, however, a proviso, that should the Protector be a barrister, in such case he
shall be assigned by the Court as the Counsel of the Slave.
By the twelfth clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, Slaves are prohi.

bited from carrying a whip as an emblem of authority, while superintendin
the labour of the Slaves in the field. 1 have left the clause unaltered, and
adopted the second clause of the draft sent to me, whereby this prohibition is
extended to all persons, whether free or Slave.
The tenth clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, regulates the pnnish-

ment of Slaves by their owners. The provisions of this clause being not as
satisfactory, and so well calculated to answer the objects intended as those of the
draft, I have thought it right to repeal it altogether, and in place thereof to
substitute the enactments of the second and third clauses of the draft sent to
me. I have inserted a clause repealing all such parts of the late Slave Amelio-
ration Act as authorize in any case the flogging of female Slaves, and have
adopted the rest of the clauses of the draft sent to me, except the eighteenth
and twenty-first.
By the thirteenth clause of the late Slave Amelioration Act, in case any

owner ofa Slave or other person shall ill-treat such Slave, he is liable to be
prosecuted for such offence; and by the fourteenth clause of the same Act,
upon the prosecution of the owner, possessor, or party, under whose charge
the Slave may be, the Slave is admitted as a witness, notwithstanding such
Slave be unable to produce to the Court the certificate required by the Act, to
render him a competent witness in other cases therein provided for ; and by the
thirteenth clause of the same Act, if the owner of a Slave is convicted of such
offence, the Court before whom he is tried, is authorized to order the Slave to
be sold, or in its discretion to declare and adjudge such Slave to be free. I have
therefore thought the adoption of the eighteenth and twenty-first clauses of the
draft not necessary, as the objects of them seem to be thus already amply
provided for.

I trust the reasons which I have above assigned, for framing the Bills with
these modifications, soas t» adapt them to the existing laws and constitution of
the Colony, will be satisfactory to Lord Bathurst, and that, if passed into laws
by the Legislature, they will give full effect to the intentions of His Majesty’s
Government on this subject. I beg leave to add, that it will be the source of
much gratification to me should my humble endeavours on this important
occasion merit the approbation of his Lordship and your Excellency.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) F. BROWNE.

His Excellency the Governor,
&e. &e. &e.

Sir, Grenada, 12th September 1826.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that in obedience to your

command, I attended in my place in the House of Assemblyyesterday, for the
purpose of laying before the House, the amendments and alterations which His

ajesty’s Government are desirous to have made in the existing Slave Laws of
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this Colony, and I mored for the leave of the House, to bring in the eight fol-

lowing Bills, for giving effect to the intentions and wishes of His Majesty's

Government.

First. —A Bill for appointing a Protector of Slaves,

Second.—A Bill for the admission of Slave evidence in civil and criminat

ases.
° Third.—A Bill for regulating the Manumission of Slaves.

Fourth.—A Bill for regulating the Celebration of Marriages between Slaves,

and for declaring such: Marriages valid under certain restrictions.

Fifth.—A Bill to prevent the holding of Markets on Sunday, and to prevent

Slaves being compelled to Jabour on. that day.

Sixth.—A Bill for enabling Slaves to acquire Property, and for establishing

Savings Banks.
Seventh.—A Bill for the further preventing the separation of Slaves being

Members of the same Family, by virtue of Judicial Process.

Eighth—A Bill for preventing abuses in the Punishment of Slaves, by

Authority of Law, and by the owners thereof.

The question for granting leave was put upon each proposed Bill, the House

divided, and.a majority appeared on each division against the motion.

I regret that my humble efforts to bring the proposed alterations in the

Slave Laws under the consideration. of the House of Assembly have been

unavailing ; and
T have, &e.

(Signed) H. E. SHARPE.

To his Excellency Major-General Sir James Campbell, K. C. B.

Governor and Commander-in-Chiefof Grenada, &c. &e:

 

The Speaker and Members of the Assembly,

To his Excellency the Governor and Commander.in-Chief.

THIS House begs leave to acknowledge your Excellency’s communication

ef the 11th instant, and to inform your Excellency that it has appointeda

Committee to forthwith prepare and bring ina Bill to alter and amend the Act

now in foree, for “ consolidating all the laws relating to the Slave population,”

and for embracing the measures. recommended in the despatches of Lord

Bathurst of the 20th October last, in so far as the same may be compatible

with the well being of the Slaves themselves, and due regard to the rights of

the owners.
(Signed) JOHN HAYES, Speaker.

HouseofAssembly, 13th September 1826.

(Signed) JOHN CHARLES KER, Clerk ofAssembly.

The Legislature having been called together by Proclamation, the House

met upon

Monday the 11th of September 1826.

Present,

The How. John Hoyes, Speaker; John M‘Innes, George M+Lean,

Archibald Armstrong, H. E. Sharpe, William Stephenson, William

Henry Whiteman, Matthew Davies, Robert Robertson, Matthew

Welsh, William Boyd, George Macewan, Victor La Barrie,William

Swap, F. Y. Checkley, Richard Steele, James Bain, Daniel Gibbs,

John M‘Lean, Lewis Hoyes.

, Absent.

Messrs. Grant, M‘Nure, Kennedy, M‘Dougal, M‘Millan, and Kirkland.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and found correct.

The following Message was received from the Governor:
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To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly,

The Governor has deemed it necessary to convene a meeting of theLegisla-

ture at an earlier period than that it stood adjourned.

The Governor begs leave to call the attention of the Honourable House to

his communication of the 17th May and 5th July last, on the subject of the

amendment of the Laws suggested by His Majesty’s Government, for the im-

provement of the condition of the Slave population, and now earnestly

recommends to the early and dispassionate considcration of the Honourable

House, the measures which will be submitted to them, for giving effect to that

important object.
(Signed) JAMES CAMPBELL, Governor.

Government House, 11th September 1826.

Upon motion of Mr. Macewan, the despatches from Earl Bathurst of the

goth October and 19th March last, were read; and after that the House

resolved itself into a Committee of the whole upon the said despatches, and

Governor's message of 16th January last, Mr. Gibbs in the Chair, who, upon

the House resuming, reported, That it is the opinion of the Committee, that a

Joint Committee of both Houses should be appointed to prepare and bring ina

Bill to amend an Act, intituled, ‘ An Act, for consolidating all the Laws now

in force relating to the Slave population.”
Upon motion of Mr. Gibbs, the Report was confirmed, and the Speaker was

. pleased to appoint Messrs. G. M‘Lean, M‘Innes, Macewan, Swap, and White-

man, of Committeefor said purpose.

Upon Motion of Mr. Macewan,

Resolved,

That the communication of Lord Bathurst of the 20th of October last be

referred to the Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill to amend

an Act, intituled, “An Act, to consolidate all the Laws now in force, relating

to the Slave Population.”
Mr. Sharpe moved for leave to bring in a Bill for appointing a Protector of

Slaves, which was opposed, and the House divided as follows:

Ayes. ; Nayes.

Mr. Sharpe Mr. Whiteman Mr. Stephenson Mr. M‘Innes

Mr. Steele Mr. Armstrong Mr.G.M‘Lean Mr. Welsh

Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. Boyd Mr. J. M‘Lean Mr. Davies

Mr. La Barrie |Mr.Macewan Mr. Gibbs Mr. Bain

Mr. Robertson Mr. Checkley Mr. Swap

4 i 15 —_ 

So the Motion was lost and leave refused.

Mr. Sharpe moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the admission of Slave

Evidence in Civil and Criminal cases; which was opposed, and the House

divided as follows:

Ayes. Nayes.

Mr. Sharpe Mr. Macewan Mr. Boyd

Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. G. M‘Lean “Mr. Robertson

Mr. Whiteman Mr. Davies Mr. Armstrong

Mr. La Barrie Mr. Bain Mr. Gibbs

Mr. Stephenson Mr. Swap Mr. J. M‘Lean

Mr. Steele Mr. M‘Innes Mr. Checkley

Mr. Welsh

6 13 

So the the Motion was lost, and leave refused accordingly.

Mr. Sharpe moved for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the Manumission

of Slaves ; which was opposed, and the House divided as follows :—
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Ayes. Nayes.
Mr. Sharpe Mr. Whiteman Mr. Boyd
Mr. Stephenson Mr. M‘Innes Mr. Checkley
Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. Welsh Mr. Macewan
Mr. Robertson Mr. Bain Mr. Davies
Mr. Gibbs Mr. Armstrong Mr. J. M‘Lean
Mr. Steele Mr. G. M‘Lean Mr. Swap
Mr. La Barrie

7 12 

So the Motion was lost, and Jeave refused.

Mr. Sharpe moved for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the Marriage of

Slaves, and to render such Marriages valid under certain considerations;
which was opposed, and the House divided as follows :—

 

Ayes. Nayes.

Mr. Sharpe Mr. J. M‘Lean| Mr. Whiteman Mr. Bain

Mr. Stephenson Mr. Steele Mr. M‘Innes Mr. Macewan

Mr. Checkley Mr. Robertson Mr. Davies Mr. Welsh

Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. La Barrie Mr. Swap Mr. Armstrong

Mr. Gibbs Mr.G. M‘Lean Mr. Boyd
9 10

So the Motion was lost, and leave refused accordingly.

Mr. Sharpe moved for leave to bring in a Bill to establish the holding of

Markets on this Island on Sundays, and to prevent Slaves being compelled to

work on that day ; which was opposed, and the House divided as follows :—
Ayes. Nayes,

Mr. Sharpe Mr. Steele Mr. Swap Mr. G. M‘Lean
Mr. Stephenson Mr. Robertson Mr. Davies Mr. Bain

Mr. Checkley Mr. La Barrie Mr. Boyd Mr. M‘Innes
Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. Whiteman Mr. Armstrong
Mr. Gibbs Mr. J. M‘Lean = Mr. Welsh

Mr. Macewan
—§ _ —i11  

So the Motion was lost, and leave refused.

Mr: Sharpe moved for leave:to bring in a Bill for authorizing the holding of

property by Slaves, and for establishing Savings Banks; which was opposed,

and the House divided as follows :—
Ayes. | Nayes.

Mr. Sharpe Mr. Steele Mr. Swap Mr. Welsh
Mr. Stephenson Mr. Robertson Mr. Whiteman = Mr. Checklev
Mr. J. M‘Lean Mr. La Barrie Mr. G. M‘Lean = Mr. Armstrong

Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. Gibbs Mr. Bain Mr, M‘Innes

Mr. Macewan Mr. Boyd

Myr. Davies

§ ll -- -—
So the Motion was lost, and leave refused.

Mr. Sharpe moved for leave to bring in a Bill for further preventing the
separation of Slaves by sale, being members of the same family, under judicial

process; which was opposed, and the House divided as follows :—

 

Ayes. Nayes.

Mr. Sharpe Mr. Swap Mr. Boyd

Mr. Stephenson Mr. Whiteman Mr. Bain

Mr. Robertson -{ Mr. Welsh Mr. Armstrong

Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. J. M‘Lean Mr. G. M‘Lean

Mr. Steele Mr. Macewan Mr. Davies

Mr. La Barrie Mr. M‘Innes Mr. Checkley

Mr. Gibbs
7 12

So the Motion was lost, and leave refused.
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Mr. Sharpe moved for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent abuses in the
punishment of Slaves, by the authority of the Law or by the Owners
thereof; which was opposed, and the House divided as follows :—

 

Ayes. Nayes.

Mr. Sharpe Mr. Swap Mr. Boyd
Mr, Stephenson _ Mr. Whiteman Mr. Bain
Mr. Gibbs Mr. Welsh Mr. Armstrong
Mr. L. Hoyes Mr. J. M‘Lean = Mr. G. M‘Lean -
Mr. Steele Mr. Macewan Mr. Davies
Mr. La Barrie Mr. M‘Innes Mr.Checkley
Mr. Robertson

7° I 12
So the Motion was lost, and leave refused,

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

Tuesday, 12th September 1826.

Present,
The Honourable John Hoyes, Speaker; William Stephenson, Evan

Kennedy, Matthew Davies, Daniel Gibbs, Francis Y. Checkley,
John M‘Lean, Richard Steele, William Swap, George Macewan,
John M‘Innes, Victor La Barrie, James Bain, William Henry
Whiteman, Henry Edward Sharpe, George M‘Lean, Lewis Hoyes,
William Boyd.

Absent,
Messrs. Grant, M‘Mure, M‘Dougal, Robertson, Kirkland, Welsh, Armstrong,

and M‘Millan.

The following Message was received from Council :—
The President and Members of His Majesty's Council, to the Honour-

able the Speaker and Members of the Assembly.
This Board informs your Honourable House, that, having some time since

appointed a Committee of the Board for the purpose of bringing in a Bill to
amend the Act for consolidating all the laws now in force relating to the Slave
population, and the Committee having made considerable progress in a Bill
for that purpose, deems it inexpedient to concur in the resolation of your
Honourable House of yesterday, on the appointment of a Joint Committee
for such purpose.

By Command of the Board,
(Signed) JOHN DOUGLAS, Acting Clerk of Council.

Council Chamber, 12th September 1826.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRENADA. 19 wt

Wednesday, 13th September 1826.
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“Upon motion of Mr, Kennedy, Resolved, That a Committee be ap-

ointed forthwith to prepare and bring in a Bill to amend an Act, intituled,
« An Act for consolidating all the Laws now in force relating to the Slave Po-

« pulation,” and embracing the measures recommended in the despatches of
Lord Bathurst of 20th October last, so far as the same may be compatible
with the well being of the Slaves themselves, and a due regard with the rights
of the owners.

Messrs. M‘Innes, Swap, Macewan, Checkley, and Whiteman, were appoint-
ed of such Committee.
Upon motion of Mr. Kennedy, the Committee upon the Governor’s Mes-

sage then resumed, and after some time spent therein, the Speaker took the
Chair, when Mr. Davies, Chairman of the Committee, reported, That it is
the opinion of the Committee that a Message be sent to the Governor, acknow-
ledging receipt of his communication of the 11th instant, and informing bim
that this House had appointed a Committee to prepare and bring in a Bilt
forthwith to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act for consolidating all the Laws
“ now in force relating to the Slave Population.”
The House then adjourned to 12 o’clock to-morrow.

 

No. 6.
(No. 19.)

Sir, Downing Street, 7th December 1826.

I HAVE received your despatch of the date of the gd of October ultimo,
J entirely approve the conduct of the Attorney and Solicitor General, as to
the manner in which they fulfilled the instructions of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, as transmitted by me in my letter of the 2ist of May last.

I have to express my very sincere regret at the successive rejection of the
separate Bills, which were brought forward for the consideration of the Assem-
bly, and I have only to express my anxious hope that the additions, as well as
the amendments, which you give me some reason to expecta re-consideration of
their late Melioration Act may produce, will be ofa nature so substantial and
effective as to leave less reason to regret the rejection of those separate Bills
which have been brought under their consideration.

I have, &e.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Major-General Sir James Campbell, K.C.B.
&e. &c. &e.

 

No. 7-
(No. 53.)

My Lorp, Government House, Grenada, 22d December 1826.

Having in my letter of the 3d October last, No. 43, informed your Lords
ship that the Bills (as recommended by His Majesty’s Government) for the
amelioration of the condition of the Slave population of this colony, after their
rejection by the House of Assembly had been received by the Council, who had
determined to take them into consideration ; and now conceiving that it may
be satisfactory to your Lordship to know what progress has been made by that
branch of the Legislature on this important subject, as well as the measures
which have been adopted by the other House subsequently to my last report,
Ido myself the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a communication which
I received yesterday from the Board of Council; by which your Lordship will
be fully informed of the proceedings of both branches of the Legislature up to
this period. I have, &c.

(Signed) JAMES CAMPBELL.
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G.

&c. &e. &e.
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The President and Members of His Majesty's Council, to his Exceliency the
Governor.

May it please your Excellency,

THEadvanced season of the year rendering it extremelyinconvenient for the
Members of the Legislature to continue their sittings, we beg leave respectfully
to represent to your Excellency, that although we deeply regret having been
unable to bring our labours to a satisfactory termination, we have been seri-
ously engaged in the consideration of the important measures suggested to us
by Earl Bathurst, with reference to the further revision and improvement of
the Slave code. The draft of Bills laid upon the Table of the Board by your
Excellency have been brought in, and read attentively, and are now referred to
Committees of the Council. We have also, during the present Session, re-
ceived from the Assembly a Bill which has passed that House, for the purpose
of amending the late consolidation Slave Law :—so many difficulties present
themselves, and are so closely interwoven with the leading features of the com-
munications of the Secretary of State, that we feel ourselves utterly unable to
come to a final determination thereupon, until they are again, and more fully
discussed. ‘The momentous innovations on long established custom, and the
encroachment on private property, which at present seem ta be in contem-
plation of His Majesty’s Government in relation to the Colonies, Compels us to
proceed with infinite caution, having recently felt the effect of precipitate Le-
gislation, in an instance in which the welfare and privileges of the Slaves were
mainly in contemplation.
We respectfully state these circumstances, and our feelings on the subject to

vour Excellency, as accounting for the unfinished state in which we are now
about to leave the revision of the Slave Laws on the eve of a prorogation. We
appeal to the past conduct of the Legislature of Grenada, and to that character
for humanity and proper feeling, for which Lord Bathurst himself gives us
credit, as some evidence of our continuing not only inclined, but earnestly
anxious to forward, by all means in our power, the real improvement of the
condition of our bondsmen, unswayed by the clamours and hostility by which
our bests acts and intentions have been perverted, and equally alive to the
reputation of the Colony and to the chartered rights of its inhabitants.

(Signed) GEO. GUN MUNRO, President, P. T.

Council Chamber, 21st December 1826.

(Signed) JOHN DOUGLAS, Acting Clerk of Council.
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No. 1.

(No. 25.) .
Sir, Downing Street, 19th March 1826.

WHENJ had the honour of communicating to Sir Benjamin D'Urban the
Resolutions of the House of Commons in 1823, he was instructed to bring un-

der the consideration of the Council and Legislative Assembly of Antigua some

of the measures which His Majesty’s Government recommended for improving

the condition of the Slave population.
In 1824 I had the honour of communicating to you a copy of the Trinidad

Order in Council, containing, with the others, the further measures which His
Majesty’s Government considered it to be their duty to propose, for carrying into
effect in His Majesty’s Colonies the Resolutions of the House of Commons.
The measures recommended in these communications provided, first, for the
improvement of the condition of the Slave population ; secondly, for the ma-
numission of Slaves on such principles as would give to the Slaves on the one
hand a means of acquiring their freedom, or that of their families, and on the
other, secure to the Planter, by an equitable appraisement, a full indemnifica-
tion for the loss which he might experience by their manumission.

In directing you to lay this Order before the Council and Legislative As-
sembly, I thought it desirable, in the first instance, that it should be left for
them to proceed in such manner as might appear to them adviseable for taking
all these several measures into their consideration. Since that time, the expecta-
tions which I was induced to entertain, from the appointment of a joint com-
inittee by the Legislature, have been unfulfilled, although your despatch of the
14th of November last leads me still to trust, that the labours of that committee,
however slow their progress, have not been wholly ineffectual,
You will, in again addressing yourself to the Assembly, have to communicate

to them the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords, with the Resolutions
of the House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring the whole subject
under the consideration of the Assembly in a more distinct shape, | shall take
an early opportunity of sending out to you all the measures contained in the
Trinidad Order of Council, classed under separate heads, and accompanied with

"such explanations as may be necessary, with a view of placing in a clearer light
the effect of some of those provisions which | have reason to believe have been
misunderstood,
On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for

having Bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in such
manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of Antigua.
When these Bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to be

brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly may
have them separately before them, and either pass them in the shape in which
they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifications of their
provisions as the Assembly may deem expedient, unless (whatI anxiously de-
precate) they should come to the decision of rejecting them.
_ The Assembly will thus be placed in full possession of all which His Ma-
jesty’s Goverment contemplate for carrying into effect the Resolutions of the two
Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations will enable His
Majesty’s Government to judge whether it will be necessary to take any other
course for the attainment of that object.

If you should have it in your power to announce to me that the Council and
Assembly have agreed to Bills substantially carrying into effect all the measures
which have thus been brought under their consideration, it will only remain for
me, in communicating to you His Majesty's allowance of those Bills, to con-
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gratulate you and the Legislature of Antigua on the establishment of a system
hoth for the improvement of the condition of the Slave population, and for pro.‘viding for the manumisston of their Slaves, or of their families, on a principle
of equitable appraisement; which system will have fully carried into effect
the Resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament, Nothing will then remain
but to provide for the improvement of the judicial system, and for its accom.
modation to the present state of the whole community, including the Slaye
population. ‘The means of accomplishment would be facilitated by theReport
of the Commissioners of Legal Enquiry, who, as you are aware, have been ein.
loyed for that purpose in the examination of the Constitution, and practice of

all the Courts ofJustice in the Islard.
I have, &c.

(Signed) BATHURST,
Fo the Officer Administering the Government of Antigua.

 

No. 2.

(No. 6.)
Sir, Downing Street, 21st May 1826.

IN my despatch to you, dated the 19th of March last, I had the honour to
announce to you that I should take an early opportunity of sending out to you
all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order in Council, chassed under
separate heads,

In the enclosed papers will be found all the provisions of the Order in
Council of the 10th of March 1824, for improving the condition of Slaves in
the Island of Trinidad, with all such modifications of that order as have been
introduced by any subsequent enactments.
These enclosures relate to the eight following subjects :—First, the office of

Protector and Guardian of Slaves; secondly, the admission of the evidence of
Slaves in civil and criminal cases; thirdly, the manumission of Slaves; fourthly,
the intermarriage of Slaves; fifthly, the observance of Sunday, and the abolition
of public markets on that day; sixthly, the acquisition of property by Slaves,
and the establishment of Savings Banks, for the better protection of it;
seventhly, the separation of families under judicial process ; and eighthly,
the punishment of Slaves, with the record to be kept of such punishments when
inflicted by the authority of the owner.
To each of these enclosures I have subjoined notes, explanatory of the

deviations which may be found in them from the rules originally promulgated
in the Order in Council of the loth of March 1824.

I have also the honour to enclose copies of my official correspondence on
this subject with the Governor of ‘Trinidad and the Lieutenant-Governor of
Demerara. From the persusal of that correspondence you will learn the views
which have been taken by His Majesty’s Government of the various objections
which have been successively urged against the different provisions of the
Order in Council, and you will perceive what parts of the law are regarded as of
primary and essential importance.

I am perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility of framing, in this
country, and without more local knowledge than is attainable here, enactments
upon a subject so comprehensive and important which are to have their ope-
ration in Antigua.

I am aware also that upon some of the topics comprised in these papers, the
wishes of his Majesty’s Government have already, to a certain extent, been
anticipated by the existing laws of the Island, and that without a very intimate
and practical acquaintance with those laws, it may perhaps not be possible
safely to frame new legislative provisions on the same or similar subjects.

In transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not therefore propose them
as drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, nor probably without
some material alterations. My object in this communication has rather been
to explain anew, and in the fullest manner, the méasures which His Majesty's
Government desire to introduce; and I have for this purpose adopted the form

and language of legislative Acts, because in no other way could those views be
explained with equal accuracy and precision. His Majesty will however be
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ready to confirm any laws in which the Legislature of Antigua may effectually
embody these principles and give effect to those intentions, however much such
laws may depart from the enclosed drafts in arrangement, language, or minor
details.

You will therefore, immediately on receiving this despatch, make a confiden-
tial communication on the subject to the Law Officers of the Crown within
your government, transmitting to them a copy of this despatch and its enclo-
sures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the drafts of as many
distinct Bills as they may think best adapted for giving full and complete effect
to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, as explained in the enclosed drafts.
In performing this duty, they will of course have regard not only to such local
circumstances as may necessarily affect the form and language of those enact-
ments, but also to any of the existing laws of the Colony, in which the same or
similar provisions may be found. They will also consider how far a consolida-
tion of such former Acts, with the projected Bills, may be practicable or
convenient, and they will report to you in writing every material observation
which they may have to offer upon the form and structure of the proposed laws.
As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these

measures can be most properly brought forward, you will take the most conve-
nient method in your power for introducing them to the consideration of the.
Legislative Council and Assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind you of
the necessity of proceeding on this occasion with such discretion, and with such
a regard to the constitutional privileges of the Council and Assembly, as to
afford no reasonable cause for any jealousy or complaint on the part of those
bodies. Upon this subject you will exercise your own judgment, with all the
advantage to be derived from the means which you have possessed since your
assumption of the Government of making yourself acquainted with the esta-
blished usages of the Colonial Legislature.
At the conclusion of the Session, you will transmit to ‘me, with the least

possible delay, a Report of the progress which may have been made in carrying
these intentions of His Majesty’s Government into effect, and in case that
this object shall not have been effectually accomplished, you will accompany
that Report by a distinct reference to each clause of each of the Drafts enclosed,
stating in detail, the reasons which may have prevented the adoption of any of
those clauses, and distinguishing with precision, what parts of the clauses
recommended have been enacted, and what parts have been rejected by the
legislature. In those cases, where the existence of previous enactments may
have been thought to render any further legislation unnecessary, you will at the
same time call my attention to such previous enactments, of which you will
transmit copies.

I have thus once more directed your attention to this most important subject,
and I cannot close the present despatch, without again reminding you, that His
Majesty’s Government will. feel the most lively interest in the result of the
deliberations of the Legislative Council and Assembly. I am not disposed to
anticipate the continued rejection of the enactments so earnestly and anxiously
looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and by every class of society in this
kingdom. On the contrary, I must still hope, that it will shortly be in my
power to lay before His Majesty, Acts of the Assembly of Antigua fully
carrying into effect the spirit of the various provisions which by His commands,
I have now the honour to transmit to you.

 

. I have, &c.
Major-General Sir Patrick Ross, (Signed) BATHURST,

&e. &e. &c.

No. 3.(No.24) °
My Lorp, ~ Government House, Antigua, 3d July 1826,

1 EIAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of
the 21st of May, (No. 6.) together with the draft of the Bill for the amelioration
of the Slave population of this Island.
T have lost no time in communicating your Lordship’s despatch, together

with all the enclosures to the Attorney and Solicitor General.

409



410

30 ANTIGUA.

I shall not fail to attend implicitly to the instructions I have reccived from
your Lordship in relation to this important subject, and shall avail myself of
every opportunity that offers of apprizing you of its progress,

I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,

(Signed) PATRICK ROSS,
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.

Sc. &e. &e.

No. 4.
(No. 40.)

My Lorp, Government House, 8th August 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that the Crown Lawyers,
having prepared four of the Bills for the amelioration of the Slave population,
as stated in their letter to me No. 1. I addressed tv the two Houses a message,
of which No. 2 is a copy, and instructed the Solicitor General to introduce them
to the Assembly at their meeting on the 15th ultimo.
To my message I received replies, of which copies No. 3 and 4 are annexed,

and the Houses havingresolved, that it would be expedient to have the four
remaining Bills before them, previous to any consideration of the question, they
adjourned for a fortnight.
The four remaining bills were accordingly introduced by the Solicitor General

on Thursday the 27th ultimo, together with a second commmunication from
me, No. 5, and a letter from the Attorney and Solicitor General relating to
them, No. 6.
At this meeting it was resolved, that the whole of the Bills should be

printed, previous to their being at all taken under consideration, and as this
proceeding would require at least three weeks, the Assembly again adjourned to
that day month.
The Solicitor General, however, having acquainted me, that the references

to the Bills, (which the Attorney General, had with considerable care and
trouble extracted from the Code of Antigua Laws,) had not been read, nor in-
cluded in the order for printing, and regarding this circumstance as an omission
of considerable importance, which the House of Assembly would promptly and
willingly rectify, I called a special meeting of the Houses yesterday, and sent
to the President and Speaker a message, of which No. 7 is a copy; when the
references were read, and it was moved, as a matter of course, by the Solicitor
General, that they should be printed.

I now learn, with great surprise, that this motion was negatived by a very
considerable majority, and from this and other circumstances, I cannot help
expressing to your Lordship, that I entertain the strongest doubts of the deliber-
ations of the Assembly of Antigua on this important subject, terminating in a
manner at all answerable to the expectations of His Majesty’s Government and
of the British Parliament.

I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,

(Signed) PATRICK ROSS.
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&e. &c. &c.

 

(No. 1. )
Sir, St. John's, 11th July 1826.

WE have the honour to transmit to your Excellency the drafts of four distinct
Bills, embracing the several provisions suggested for the consideration of the
Legislature of this Island by Earl Bathurst on the four following points; viz.—

Firstly.—The establishment of an Office of Protector and Guardian of Slaves.
Secondly.—The admission of the Evidence ofSlaves in Civil and Criminal

eases under certain.restrictions.
Thirdly—The regulating and affording Facilities to the Manumission of

Slaves; and
Fourthly.—The Marriage of Slaves,
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To each of these Bills, we have, after a diligent examination of our Colonial
Code of Laws, annexed extracts of the enactments now existing, relating to the
articular subject of it, andit affords us much pleasure to be able to report to

your Excellency, that they will be found to contain many provisions, whereby
the views of His Majesty’s Government have been already anticipated in this
Colony, and that they consequently offer no local impediments to the introduc:
tion of the proposed measures.
On a comparison of the drafts now forwarded, with the heads of the several

Bills sent out by the Earl Bathurst, but little variation between them will be
discovered by your Excellency, such trivial alterations only having been made
by us, as circumstances appeared to render indispensable.
To the remaining points, referred to by his Lordship in his despatch to your

Excellency; viz. “
Fifthly.—The observance of the Sabbath, and abolition of the Public

Markets on that day.
Sixthly.—The acquisition of Property by Slaves, and the establishment of

Savings’ Banks for the protection of it.
Seventhly.—The separation of Families sold under judicial process ; and,
Lastly.—The Punishment of Slaves, with the records of such punishment

when inflicted by the authority of the owner.
Our immediate attention shall be directed, and we hope to be able to furnish

your Excellency with the necessary Bills relating to them in the course of a
few days.
We have considered it most advisable, in the first instance, that these several

matters should be separately submitted for consideration to both Houses, and it
will afterwards, as we apprehend, be conceded on all sides, to be an act of pro-
priety, generally to consolidate all the Laws relating to the Slave population,

- and to the accomplishment of an object so desirable and creditable in its con-
sequences to the Colony. We beg leave to assure your Excellency, that it will
give us very sincere pleasure, to afford every professional aid in our power.

We have the honour to be,
With the highest consideration and respect,

Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) RICHARD MUSGRAVE, A. G.
To His Excellency the Governor, ROBERT HORSFORD, S. G.

&e. &e. &e.

(No. 2.)

HonouraBLe GENTLEMEN, Government House, 12th July 1826.

THE Bill for the amelioration of the Slave population having been received
by me from Earl Bathurst, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, and the
Crown Lawyers of this Colony having, pursuant to instructions, proceeded in
preparing the drafts of as many distinct Bills as have been judged best adapted
for giving full and complete effect to the wishes of His Majesty's Government,
as explained in the said drafts, I have now the honour to transmit to youa list
of the same.
The four first of these embracing the suggestion of His Majesty’s Govern-

ment on the following points,
SI Istly, The establishment of an officer to be called Protector andGuardian of

aves;

dly, The admission of the evidence of Slaves ;
3dly, The regulation of the manumission of Slaves;
4thly, The intermarriage of Slaves;
have accordingly, under. my directions, been carefully prepared by the

officers of the Crown, from whose information, as contained in a letter ad-
dressed to me on the subject, of which I transmit a copy, it affords me
much satisfaction to find, that so far form any of the measures prepared to
be introduced by the Bills, now about to be submitted by the Solicitor-General,
as a Member of the Assembly, being in any manner opposed to existing
local enactments, that they have already, in several instances, highly to the
credit of the Colony, been anticipated by the Legislature, and are very fully

No. 1.

No, 2.
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incorporated in your valuable Code of Laws; a circumstance which leads me
confidently to rely on their meeting, in both Houses, with the favourable atten-
tion due to their importance.

In the performance of this duty, due regard has been paid not only to such
local circumstances as may necessarily affect the form and language of those
enactments, but also to all such aforesaid Laws in which the same, or similar
provisions may be found. .

It must be apparent to every unprejudiced mind, that the greatest consider.
ation has been observed by his Majesty’s Government throughout this long pro-
tracted affair, and that on this, as on all previous occasions, the utmost regard
has been paid to the constitutional privileges of the Council and House of
Assembly of this Island.

While, however, His Majesty’s Government have been invariably actuated to
this spirit of delicacy and moderation, I have it in command to apprize the
Legislature, distinctly, that whatever indisposition Ministers may have mani-
fested to adopt hasty or violent proceedings, there does not exist, on their part,
the smallest desire to relax in their endeavours to carry into effect the spirit of
the Resolutions of the House of Commons of 1823.
They trust, therefore, that the conduct of the Legislative Assembly and Board

of Council of Antigua will be such as to enable them, in the ensuing Session of
Parliament, to discourage and set at rest those perpetual discussions which
have of late so much occupied the public mind, by shewing that some effectual
progress has been made with respect to the measures which have been 50
repeatedly recommended, and which have now been under your consideration
for nearly three years.
The favourable disposition manifested by the House of Commons, ina late

debate, has proceeded from this expectation, and I cannot too strongly impress
upon the Legislature that a disappointment will give to those who are pressing
for a direct interposition by Parliament, an advantage which it would bevery
‘difficult, even if there were a disposition, to resist.

Although I am aware that there are in this Island some individuals with
whom a determination prevails to interpose every obstacle in their power
against all interference on the part of the Mother Country to improve the state
of the Negro-population, I am at the same time quite convinced that such are
few in number, and that the Members of the Legislature, and the landed ‘Pro-
prietors in general, possess widely different sentiments, and are actuatedby the
strongest desire to meet the wishes and expectations of their Sovereign, of the
High Court of Parliament, and of the Country at large.

I cannot better conclude this appeal for an unprejudiced and favorable consi-
deration of the question, than in the words of the Earl Bathurst in his last
official despatch.

“TI have thus once more directed your attention to this most important sub-
“ ject, and I cannot close the present despatch without again reminding you
“ that His Majesty’s Government will feel the most lively interest in the result
“ of the deliberations of the Legislative Council and Assembly.
“I am not disposed to anticipate the continued rejection of the enactments

** so earnestly and anxiously looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and by
“ every class of society in this kingdom, on the contrary, I must still hope
“that it will be shortly in my power to lay before His Majesty Acts of the
“ Assembly of Antigua, fully carrying into effect the spirit of the various pro-
“ visions, which by His Majesty’s commands I have now the honour to transmit
* to you..”

Having thus, Honourable Gentlemen, performed my duty in notifying to you
the expectations which have been formed on an affair of so great moment, it
only remains for me to express my sincere hope that I shall be speedily enabled
to transmit to England a favourable Report of the result of your deliberations,
which I cannot doubt will be carried on, from first to last, with that absence of
all party spirit, and that degree of sound judgment, which the importance of
the subject renders so essentially requisite.

I have, &e. &e.’
(Signed) PATRICK ROSS.

To the Honorable the President of the Council,
and the Speaker of the Assembly,
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(No. 3.)

Sir, Council Chamber, 13th July 1826.

I HAVE the honour of being the channel of conveying to your Excellency the
acknowledgement and thanks of the Board of Council for your Excellency’s
communication of this day, addressed to the two Houses of Legislature, and ‘to
assure your Excellency that the immediate attention of the Board shall be
directed to the unprejudiced and dispassionate consideration of a subject so in-
timately blended with the civil and political interests ofthe Colony.

I have, &e. &e.
(Signed) SAM. WARNER, President, pro tem.

Ts His Excellency Sir Patrick Ross, Governor,
&e. &e. &c.

 

(No. 4.)

Sir, Saint John's, 13th July 1826.

I HAVE been directed by the EfouseofAssembly to return their thanks to your
Excellency for your communication of yesterday’s date, relative to the proposed
introduction of certain Bills, designed for a further amelioration of the condi-
tion of the Staves of this Island, and to state to your Excellency that the
House will not fail totake the several subjects alluded to into their most seri-
ous consideration.

I have, &e. &e.
(Signed) NICHOLAS NUGENT, Speaker.

To His Excellency Sir Patrick Ross, K. C. M. G.
&ce. &e. &e.

 

No. 5.

THE Governor has the honour to acquaint the President of the Council,
and Speaker of the Assembly, that the four remaining Bills referred to in His
Excellency’s message of the 12th inst. are now in readiness to be introduced by
the Solicitor General in his place in the Assembly. In making to their Honours
this communication, his Excellency has judged it advisable to transmit a fur-
ther extract from the Earl Bathurst’s last despatch, with the view of impress-
ing, if possible, still more strongly upon the minds of the Legislature, the mo-
deration and delicacy by which His Majesty’s Government are so anxious to be
guided throughout the whole of this question, and His Excellency cannot for a
moment doubt, that the expressions contained in the said extract will be ap-
preciated to the extent to which they are so justly entitled.
“Tam perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing in

“this country, and without more local knowledge than is attainable here,
“enactments upon a subject so extensive and important, which are to lave
“ their operation in Antigua. I am aware, also, that upon some of the topics
“ comprized in these papers, the wishes of His Majesty’s Government have al-
“ ready, to a certain extent, been anticipated by the existing laws of the Island,
“and that without a very intimate and practical acquaintance with those laws,
* it may, perhaps, not be possible safely to frame new legislative provisions on
“ the same or similar subjects.
“In tranemitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not therefore propose them

“as drafts, which could he passed without a careful revision, nor probably
“without some material alterations. My object in this communieation has
“rather been to explain anew, and in the fullest manner, the measures which
“ His Majesty’s Government desire to introduce, and I have for this purpose
‘adopted the form and language of legislative enactments, because in no other
“way could those views be explained with equal accuracy and precision. His
“ Majesty will, however, be ready to confirm any Jaws in which the Legislature
“of Antigua may effectually embody those principles, and give effect to those
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“ intentions, however such Jaws may depart from the enclosed drafts in arrange.
‘* ment, language, or minor details.”

| | _ (Signed) PATRICK Ross,
Government House, Antigua, July 25th 1826.

The Honourable the President of the Council,
and Speaker of the Assembly.

(No. 6.)

Sir, St. John's, 24th July 1826,
WE have the honour to transmit to your Excellency the drafts of four Bills

embracing all the provistons suggested by His Majesty’s Government forthe
consideration of the Legislature on the four remaining subjects connected with
the proposed amelioration of the condition of the Slave population in this
Island, viz.
The Observance of the Sabbath, and Abolition of Public Markets on that day.
The Acquisition of Property by Slaves, and the establishment of Savings’

Banks for the protection of it. °
The Separation of Families by sale under judicial process, and,
The Punishment of Slaves, with the necessary record to be kept of such

punishment, when inflicted by the owner,
To each of these Bills, as to those already submitted to your Excellency,

we have annexed extracts from such existing colonial laws as are applicable to
the particularsubject ; and it affords us much gratification to be able finally to
report to your Excellency, that the Slave Code of Antigua (to which, highly to
the credit of the Colony, the anxious attention of successive legislatures has
been always most humanely and zealously devoted) will be found, on examina-
tion, to require in truth but little alteration or addition to accord, to their fullest
extent, with the present benevolent views of His Majesty’s Government.

We have the honour to be,
With the highest consideration and respect,

Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient humble Servants,

(Signed) RICHARD MUSGRAVE, A.G.
ROBERT HORSFORD, §. G.

(No. 7. )

Honovurasis Sirs, Government House, St. John's, 5 August 1826.

THE Solicitor General has communicated to me, officially, the progress made
at the last meeting of the two Houses in the Bills prepared for their considera-
tion by order of His Majesty; and that for the more perfect information of the
Members, the Bill bad been reada first time, and ordered to be printed. |
find, however, from the same information, that the printing of the references, as
to the existing laws, which bear upon the subject of the Bills had not been or-
dered ; I have in consequence judged it necessary, but at the same time with
mueh reluctance, to give the Houses the trouble of again meeting, with the

view of correcting, should they think fit, this important omission, and of di-
recting that the aforesaid references, together with the letters addressed to me
on the subject by the Crown Lawyers, be printed with the Bills, for the general
information of the respective Houses.

I have, &c.
(Signed) PATRICK ROSS.

‘The Hon. the Presidentof the Council,
and Speaker of the Assembly.
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No. 5.

(No. 41.)
My Lorn, Government House, Antigua, 9th August 1826.

I HAVE the honour to forward printed copies of four of the Bills for the
amelioration of the Slave population, in the shape in which they have been
repared by the Crown Lawyers, and with them copies of the references which

accompanied these Bills on their introduction to the House of Assembly, and
of which, as stated in: my letter of yesterday’s date, the House would not au-
thorize the printing.
The four remaining Bills, with the extracts referring to.them, will be for-

warded by the first ship that sails after they are received from the printer's
ds.

Pan I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordships most obedient humble Servant,

(Signed) PATRICK ROSS.
The Right Hon the Earl Bathurst, K.G.

&c. &c. &e.

ANTIGUA.

A Bill for establishing within the Island of Antigua an officer, to be
called the Protector and Guardian of Slaves.

YOURMajestyhaving deemed it expedient that there shall be hereafter in all
and every of your Majesty’s islands, settlements, and colonies: in the West
Indies, an Officer to be called the Protector and Guardian of Slaves ;. and
having been graciously pleased, through the Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst,
your Majesty’s Principal Secretary ofState for the Colonial Department (among
other provisions for the more effectual amelioration of the condition of the
Slave population), to recommend to both Houses of Legislature, the immediate
establishment of such an officer within this Island; We, your Majesty’s most
dutiful and Joyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of your
Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda, and the Council and
Assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, in order to give full and
complete effect to your Majesty’s benevolent intentions in this behalf, do
humbly pray your Most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained,
and be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid,
that there shall be hereafter, within the Island of Antigua, an officer to be
called “ the Protector and Guardian of Slaves,” who shall be appointed to such
his office by His Majesty, to hold the same during His Majesty's pleasure, and
which appointment shall be made by a warrant to be issued under His Majesty’s
signet and sign manual.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in the event

of the death of the said Protector and Guardian of Slaves, or of his resignation, or
of his bodily or mental incapacity, or of his removal or suspension from office,
or of his temporary absence from the Island, it shall and may be lawful for the
Governor to appoint a proper person to act as the Deputy Protector or Guardian
of Slaves, until His Majesty’s pleasure shall be known.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector

and Guardian of Slaves shall at all times perform his duty in person, and not
by deputy, excepting only in those cases in which the Governor is hereby
expressly authorized to appoint a deputy for that purpose.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector

and Guardian of Slaves shall, before entering on the execution of his office, take
and subscribe, before the Governor, an oath, in the following words, viz.:

“I, A. B., do swear, that Iwill, to the best of my knowledge and
“ability, faithfullyexecute and perform the duties of the Protector
“and Guardian of Slaves in the Island of Antigua, without fear,
“* favour, or partiality. So help me God.”

And that the same oath shall also be taken and subseribed by any Deputy
Protector and Guardian, to be appointed. in manner hereinbefore mentioned
and declared.
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And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector
and Guardian of Slaves shall not be the owner of any plantation within the
Island of Antigua or its dependencies, or of any Slave employed upon any phan.
tation or in any kind of agriculture ; and shall not have any interest in, or an
mortgage or security upon, any such plantation or slave; and shall not be com.
petent to act as the manager, overseer, agent, or attorney for or upon any plane

tation in the Island; nor as the guardian, trustee, or executor of any person
having any such plantation, or any Slaves. And in case any such Protector
and Guardian of Slaves shall aequire or hold, in his own right, or in that of his
wife, or in trust for any other person, any plantation in the Island, or any Slaves,
employed in any plantation or in any kind of agriculture; or any interest in,
or any mortgage or security upon, any such plantation or Slaves, or shall act as
such manager, overseer, agent, attorney, guardian, trustee, or executor, as before
mentioned, he shall thenceforth de facto cease to be such Protector and Guar.
dian of Slaves, and shall forfeit his said office. Provided nevertheless, that al]
the acts of such Protector and Guardian of Slaves, done after such forfeiture of
office, and before the office is declared void by public notice in the newspapers
of the Island, shall be as effectual as if no such forfeiture and vacancy of the
office had taken place.
And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector

and Guardian of Slaves shall constantly reside within this Island of Antigua,
unless he shall obtain a special leave of absence from His Majesty, or from the
Governor, which leave of absence shall never exceed at any one
time, and shall not be granted by the Governor, unless it shall be made to appear
to him, upon the oath of some medical practitioner,. that such tempotary

absence is necessary for the preservation or recovery of the health of the Pro-
tectorand.Guardian of Slaves.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector

and Guardian of. Slaves shall keep a public office in the town of Saint John, in
the said Island of Antigua, and shall attend there on such days, and during
such hours of the day, as the Governor shall from time to time appoint; and
shall keep at such office, and not elsewhere, all public records, books, and papers
relating to his said office. oo
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and

amay be lawful for the Governor to appoint some fit and proper person, in every
parish of the Island to be the Assistant Protector and Guardian of Slaves in
that parish; and such Assistant Protectors and Guardians shall, in their respec-
tive parishes, be aiding and assisting to the Protector and Guardian of Slaves

in the execution of the duties of his said office, and shall carry into execution

such lawful instructions as they may receive from him, in reference to such
duties. Provided nevertheless, that such Assistant Protectors and Guardians of

Slaves shall always be persons named in the Commission of the Peace for the
said Island, and‘that such Assistant Protectors and Guardians of Slaves shall

hold such their offices during His Majesty’s pleasure.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector

and Guardian of Slaves, and his Deputy and Assistants, shall respectively receive

their salaries, in lieu of all fees and other emoluments ; and any such Protector

and GuardianofSlaves, his Deputy, or Assistants, receiving any fee or emolu-

ment, besides his salary, in respect of any act done by him in the execution of
his office, shall incur a fine equal to the sum of the amount of

what he may so receive, and shall become disqualified from holding such his
office.
And be it enacted and ordained by the autharity aforesaid, that in any prose-

cution which may be hereafter commenced in any Court of Justice in the
Island, in which any person may be charged with the murder of any Slave,or
with any offence against the person of any Slave, the Protector and Guardian
shall attend, and act as the public prosecutor. Provided, that this rule shall
not extend tu prevent the Attorney General from acting in such prosecutions

as he hath heretofore done, or to prevent the owner of the deceased or injure

Slave from employing, at his own expense, any Counsel or Attorney to conduct
any such prosecution.

‘And be it enaeted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that on the first

Monday next after the twenty-fifth day of December, and on the first Monday
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next after the twenty-fourth day of June, in each year, the Protector and Gitar-
dian of Slaves shall deliver to. the Governor a written Report of the manner in
which the duties of hisoffice have been performed during the preceding half
ear; which Report shall containa statement of all prosecutions in which he or

vis assistants may have acted as the Protector or Protectors of any Slaves, with
the dates and effect of all the proceedings therein, together with such other par-
ticulars as shall or may be required by any other Acts of Assembly to be stated
therein; and the Governor of the colony shall administer to the Protector of
Slaves an oath, that the Report contains a true statement of the several matters
therein referred to; and that as soon as the Protector and Guardian of Slaves
shall have taken such Oath, he shall then, and not before, be entitled to receive
from the Governor a warrant for the amount of his salary for the half year next
preceding the date of such Report; which Report shall then be transmitted by
the Governor to one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State.

_ And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if the Pro-
tector and Guardian of Slaves, or any Deputy, or Assistant Protector and
Guardian, or any other person, shall fraudulently make any erasure or inter-
lineation in any Book, Record, or Return, which by any Act of Assembly he or
they may be required to keep, or shall wilfully falsify any such Book, Record,
or Return, or make any false entry therein ; or burn, cancel, obliterate, or de-
stroy the same, or any part thereof, he shall incur a Fine of not less than

pounds, nor more than pounds
or Imprisonment for any time not exceeding nor less than

, of both Fine and Imprisonment, at the discretion of the
Court; and all such Fines shall be recovered in the Court of King’s Bench and
Grand Sessions of the Island, and shall be divided equally between His Majesty
and the informer.
And be it. enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in the ab-

sence of the Governor from the island, any person lawfully administering the
office of Governor, shall be competent to do all such acts as the Governor is
hereby empowered to do and perform.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Pro-

tector and Guardian of Slaves, the Deputy Protector and Guardian of Slaves,
and the Assistant Protectors and Guardians of Slaves, and each and every of
them, ‘shall respectively execute and perform all and every such duties as may
be imposed upon or required of them respectively-by any Act or Acts of As-
sembly passed, or to be passed, during the present or in any future Session.

A LIST of existing Local Enactments whereby the duty of affording protec-
tion to the Slave population has been already imposed by law on certain public
officers in this island Antigua.

Act of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, intituled, “ An Act more effec-
** tually to provide for the support, and to extend certain Regulations
“for the Protection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their In-
“* crease and generally to meliorate their condition.”

By the eleventh clause of the above Act, it is provided, ‘* That when the
“ owners of infirm or diseased Slaves (incapable of supporting themselves) can-
“not be discovered, the Vestry of any Parish in the Island, the President of
* the Council, or Speaker of the Assembly, or any Justice of Peace where there
“isno Vestry, shall be authorized and are thereby required to support them in
“a suitable manner at the public expense.”
By thefourteenth clause it is provided, ‘That on complaint made to an

“ Justice of Peace (though without oath) by the owner or director of any Slave
“of any maltreatment of such Slave, by any white or free person (not being
“ owner or director, by beating or otherwise, or by taking from his or her pos-
“session any goods or articles for which a ticket may be held by such Slave
“from the owner, or any vegetables, provisions, stock, grass, cane tops, or
“ other article or thing whatsoever, which by law, usage, or custom such Slave
: 's or may be authorized to sell or possess, or shall after purchasing any such
“articles refuse to pay for them, or in any manner injure or destroy any such
“articles, such Justice may, by his order in writing, command the attendance
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« of any such white or free person before him, and any other Justice who are
“ authorized to take the examination of the party complained against, on hig
“ or her own oath, and such party shall be compelled to answer all questions
*« proposed by the said Justices. And if such party shall not fully answer, of
answering, shall not fully exculpate himself or herself, or shall be otherwise

“convicted, the Justices are empowered to impose a fine not exceeding ten
* pounds current gold and silver money, to be recovered by warrant directed to
* a constable to be levied on the goods and chattels of the offender, and in de.
“¢ fault of such goods and chattels, to commit such offender to the common
“ gaol for any time not exceeding one month, and the Justices are empowered
“€ to dispose of the fine to the ill treated Slave, as a compensation for the injury
* he or she may have sustained.”
By the fifteenth clause it is provided, “ ‘That in order to remove any doubt

« which may arise as to the legality or propriety of punishing the owner or di.
“ rector of any Slave for any cruel conduct towards such Slave, it is hereby ex.
¢ pressly declared and enacted, that if any person shall cruelly whip, beat, mal-
“ treat, or imprison or keep in confinement without sufficient: support, any
*¢ Slave under his or ber direction or care, such person shall be indicted for
« the same in the Superior Court ofCriminal Jurisdiction for the Island wherein
“ such offence shall be committed, and upon being legally convicted thereof,
* shall suffer such punishment by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the Judges
‘¢ or Justices of said Court shall think proper to inflict; and the said Judges
and Justices are hereby authorized, if they shall deem it necessary for the

“ further protection of the said Slave, to order the Marshal or his Deputy to
sell and dispose of any such Slave to any person (except the owner) at public

* outcry, and at the best price that can be procured for such Slave, and the
“ monies arising from such sale, after payment of the fees shall be paid to the
** person having the first lien thereon, and in case of no such prior lien, then to
** the owner of the said Slave.”
By the sixteenth clause it is provided, ‘‘ That if any person shall beat or

** maltreat any Slave not belonging to himself or herself, such offender shall not
“ only be indicted and punished for the same in like manner, but any punish-
“ ment inflicted by the Court of Criminal Jurisdiction for such offence, shall

not be considered as a bar to any action or suit at Law which may be
* commenced by the owner of such Slave, or be considered in mitigation of
“ any damages which may otherwise be given or recovered for such trespass or
“ injury.”
By the seventeenth clause it is provided, * That in case any Justice of the

** Peace shall receive any complaint or intelligence which he in his own discre-
“tion shall think probable, that any Slave hath been mutilated, cruelly pu-
‘“‘nished, or otherwise maltreated, or confined without sufficient support, it
“shall be lawful for such Justice of the Peace to call to his assistance some
‘* other Justice, and then such two Justices shall be and are hereby authorized
“to order any constable to bring such Slave before them; or if the case shall
“© require it,they are hereby authorized to go to such place where such Slave
“ shall be, and direct such Slave to be produced and shewn to them ; that such
‘¢ inquiry and other proceedings may be made and had as shall be necessary for
“the further prosecution of the offence, and that if such Justices shall think it
“ proper or necessary, they shall be, and they are hereby authorized to send
** such Slave to some public place of security, or to the workhouse, if any is
“ provided in the Island where such Slave shail live, to be there kept and de-
“tained, and supported at the expense of the owner or director of such Slave,
“ until further inquiry shall be made into the fact according to Law.”
By the eighteenth clause it is provided, ‘ That if any owner or director of

* any Slave within the Leeward Islands, shall fix round the neck of any Slave,
“any iron collar, with projecting bars, hooks, or any collar, with a chain or
“ weight thereto, or shall put or fix upon any Slave any chain, or any piece of
“ring of iron, whether round the leg or any other part of the body of such
« Slave, other than such as are absolutely necessary for securing the person of
“such Slave, it shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, on
“ information or view of the same, to order such collar, chain, weight, hooks,
“ bars, and rings, other than such as are necessary as aforesaid, to be taken off
‘* such Slave at tle expense of such owner ; and it shall also be lawful for such
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« Justice to issue his warrant to bring such owner before him, and if he is of
« opinion that such owner or director has acted wantonly and cruelly in the
« putting on or fixing, asaforesaid, any such collar, chain, weight, hooks, bars,
« or rings, or that he was not influenced solely by the motive of preventing the
« future desertion of such Slave, such Justice shall and may bind over such
« owner or director to appear at the next Court of King’s Bench to be held for
« the Island, where such offence shall be committed, then and there to answer
« for the same, and upon conviction thereof, to be fined at the discretion of
such Court, in any sum not exceeding one hundred pounds current money.”
By an Act of this Island (No. 636.) intituled, “ An Act for the further pro-

“tection of the Slaves within the Island of Antigua from cruel or excessive
“ punishment, and for altering and amending certain provisions contained in
“ the Act of the Leeward Islands (No. 36.), the Magistrates and Vestries in each
« parish are constituted and declared to be a Councilof protection, for the purpose
« of carrying into effect the provisions of the Act (No. 36.), and generally for
« protecting the Slaves in their several parishes from cruelty and maltreatment;
«and power and authority is given to any Justice of the Peace (on probable
“information received by him or any member of the Vestry, of improper
“treatment of any Slave) to bring up such Slave by warrant, and to summon
“all necessary parties to appear before him; and in case it shall appear to
‘such Justice, that any provisions of any law for the protection of Slaves
« shall have been violated, he is further authorized to commit the offender or
“ offenders to gaol, unless he or they shall give proper security for appearance at
“the Court of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions, there to be dealt with
“ according to Law, or otherwise to proceed against such offender, as directed
“by the Act (No. 36.) above referred to.”
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A Bill to admit and regulate the Evidence of Slaves in Civil and
Criminal Cases in this Island of Antigua.

WHEREAS among other provisions for the amelioration of the condition of
the Slave population of this Island, suggested by your Majesty for the con»
sideration of the Council and Assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of
Antigua, the admission ot the evidence of Slaves in Civil and Criminal cases,
under certain restrictions, hath been deemed highly essential; and whereas
from the generally improved moral character of the Slaves throughout this
Colony, it hath been, on mature deliberation, determined that such a measure
cannot now be justly declared to be attended with those dangerous and alarming
results which formerly entirely precluded its adoption ; in order, therefore, to
evince that ready disposition which has ever existed on the part of the Legis-
lature, to promote your Majesty’s benevolent intentions on behalf of that
particular class of your subjects, and to afford them the most ample protection
of the Laws in their persons and properties; We, your Majesty’s dutiful and
loyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-Chief, in and over your
Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda, and the Council and
Assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, do humbly pray your
Most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it, and
It is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That every
Clergyman of the Established Church of England, and every Minister of the
Kirk of Scotland, and every Priest or Minister professing the Roman Catholic
Religion, within the said Island, and carrying on no other business or
occupation, with a view to profit therein, except that of a schoolmaster, shall
be authorized to transmit or deliver, under his hand, to the Protector and
Guardian, or Assistant Protector and Guardian of Slaves of the parish. in
which he may be resident, certificates, setting forth the names and places of
abode of any Slaves who, in the judgment and belief of the party so certifying,
may be sufficiently instructed in the principles. of Religion to understand the
nature and obligation of an oath; and the Assistant Protectors of Slaves of
the several parishes, shall transmit such certificates to the Protector and
Guardian of Slaves, who shall register the same in a book to be kept by him
for that purpose, stating therein the date of such certificate, and the name
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and place of abode of the person by whom the same may be granted, and the
name of every Slave mentioned and included therein.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that no Priest

Minister, or Public Teacher of Religion, not being a Clergyman of the Church
of England, or a Minister of the Kirk of Scotland, shall be competent to grant
any such certificate, unless His Majesty's principal Secretary of State, havin
the department of the Colonies, or the Governor or acting Governor of the
said Island Antigua, shall grant to such Priest, Minister, or Public Teacher
a written licence to grant such certificates, nor unless such licence shall
continue in force at the time of signing the certificate, and shall have been
registered in the office of the Protector and Guardian of Slaves.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that uo

person or persons shall, from and after the passing and publication of this Act,
be rejected as a witness, or be deemed, held, or taken to be incompetent to give
evidence in any Court of civil or criminal justice in Antigua, or upon any hear-
ing before any Justice or Justices of the Peace, by reason of, or on account of,
his, her, or their being in a state of Slavery ; but that the testimony ofeach and
every of such person or persons shall be at all times, hereafter, taken and
received before and by each and every such Court and Justice or Justices, on
oath and in the same manner, and under and subject to the same regulations, as
are by Law now applicable to the taking and receiving of the evidence of per.
sons of free condition ; any law, usage, or custom, now, or at any time heretofore
existing, to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. Provided always, That
the person producing such Slave as a witness, shall also produce to the Court,
or Justice and Justices, a certificate, under the hand of the Protector and Guar-
dian of Slaves, that such witness is registered in the before-mentioned book;
and the Protector and Guardian of Slaves shall, without fee or reward, grant to
any person applying for the same, a certificate of the fact, whether the pro-
posed witness is registered in the before-mentioned book or not. And provided
also nevertheless, That no person or persons, in a state of slavery, shall be ad-
mitted to give evidence in any civil suit or action in which his, her, or their
owner or owners is or are directly concerned, or in any criminal case wherein
any white person or white persons may be charged with, or prosecuted for any
offence or offences punishable with death.
And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in

this Act contained shall extend to take away or diminish any power or
authority which any Court of criminal jurisdiction In the said Island now hath
to admit in any case, the evidence of any persons in a state of slavery; and that
nothing contained in the Act shall extend to render any Slave competent in the
Law to give evidence in any case in which such Slave would be incompetent to
give evidence, if he or she were of free condition.
Aud be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases

where the evidence of any Slave or Slaves shall or may be required to be
received under and by virtue of this Act, a writ of subpoena shall issue under
the Seal of the Court, in the usual manner, on the application of any person or
persons requiring the testimony of such Slave or Slaves, directed to the owner
of such Slave or Slaves, or in his or her absence, to the person or persons under
whose immediate charge such Slave or Slaves may be; requiring him, her, or
them, under the penalty of fifty pounds, current gold and silver money of said
Island, to bring and produce, or cause to be brought and produced in Court,
such Slave or Slaves; but before the said Slave or Slaves shall give evidence in
any civil suit, the party requiring testimony shall tender to the Proprietor, or
pay into Court, for his use, the sum of per day, for such
time as the witness shall be absent from the duty of bis or her master, mistress,
or employer.
And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that in case any

Slave or Slaves shall wilfully or corruptly give false evidence in any trial, either
civil or criminal, to be had under this Act, such Slave or Slaves shall incur and
suffer, under the order of the Court before which such trial shall take place, the
same punishment as is now by Law annexed to the commission of the crime of
wilful perjury, by any person or persons of free condition.
And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the

Protector and Guardian of Slaves, in his half-yearly reports to the Governor,
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shall include a statement of the name of every Slave who, during the preceding
half-year, has, in manner aforesaid, been certified as competent to understand

the nature and obligation of an oath.

 

Evidence of Slaves.

THE Evidence of Slaves would appear from the early enactments always to
have been received in Antigua for and against each other, but to have been in-
admissible in any cases relating to white or free persons, and by invariable
usage;Slaves, when witnesses, have always been examined without oath, which
course of proceeding is expressly recognized by the Act of the 15th March
1821, establishing a Court of King’s Bench, and Grand Sessions for the trial of
Criminal Slaves, who, with this single exception, are in all cases of trial for
capital offences, in every other respect placed on precisely the same footing as
the white and free inhabitants of the Colony.

ANTIGUA.
A Bill to regulate proceedings for obtaining the Manumission of

Slaves, and to enable Slaves, under certain restrictions, to purchase
their own freedom,

WHEREAS the removal of every obstacle to the acquirement of freedom by
well disposed and industrious Slaves, may have the effect ofmore generally ex-
citing, among that class of the population, a laudable spirit of ambition for its
fair and honest attainment, and be productive of increased good order and con-
duct throughout the Colony: We, therefore, your Majesty’s most dutiful and
loyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-Chief, in and over your
Majesty's Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda, and the Council and
Assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, do humbly pray your most
Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained: And be it, and it is
hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that no duty, or tax, or
fee of office, shall be paid in Antigua, upon or in respect of the manumission
of any Slave or Slaves, or the enrolment of any deed of manumission, except a
fee, not exceeding the sum of current gold and silver
money of said Island, which the Protector and Guardian of Slaves shall pay to
the Registrar of deeds of the said Island, for enrolling and recording every deed
of manumission ; and that any person or persons taking or demanding any duty,
tax, or fee of office, save as aforesaid, shall incur a fine not exceeding

nor less than current gold and
silver money of said Island, to be recovered by Bill, plaint, or information, in
the Court of Common Pleas of the said Island, by any one who may sue for the
same, and to be divided in equal moieties between His Majesty and the person so
suing: And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Slave shall be desirous of purchasing his or her freedom, or the freedom of the
wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, or the reputed wife, or
husband, or child, or brother, or sister of such Slave, it shall be lawful
for any such Slave so to purchase the freedom of himself or herself, or of any
such other person as aforesaid: And be it enacted and ordained by the
authority aforesaid, that if the owner or owners of such Slave shall be unwilling
to effect his or her manumission, or shall, by reason of any mortgage, settle-
ment, or lease, or other charge upon or interest in any such Slave invested in any
other person, be unable to execute a valid manumission of any such Slave; or if
the owner or owners, or any other person having interest in the Slave, shall be
a minor or minors, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic; or if the owner or
owners of the Slave is or are absent from the Island, or shall not be known; or if
any suit or action shall be depending in any Court of Justice in the Island
wherein the title to such Slave, or the right to his services, shall be in con-
troversy; or any writ of execution shall have been issued against the owner or
owners of such Slave or Slaves, whereby the said Slave or Slaves shall or may
have become charged or affected; or if the owner or owners of the Slave or Slaves
shall demand, as the price of his or her or their freedom any sum, which, in the
Judgment of the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, shall exceed the real value of
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such Slave or Slaves; then, and in every such case, the Chief Justice of the
Court of Common Pleas, on the application of the Protector and Guardian of
Slaves, shall issue a summons, requiring the owner or owners, or manager of
the Slave or Slaves, to appear before him, at some convenient time and place,
and notice shall be published by the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, in the
public Gazette of the Island, on ; differentdays, of the time
and place so appointed for the purpose aforesaid; and in such notice all and
every person or persons having, or claiming, any interest in any such Slave or
Slaves, either in his, her, or their own right, or as the trustee of any other
person, shall be required to attend and prefer such their claims.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that at the time

appointed for any such meeting, the Chief Justice, in the presence of the Pro-
tector and Guardian of Slaves, and also in the presence of the owner or owners
or manager, or (upon proof being made to him, upon oath, of the due service
and publication of the before mentioned notices, then if necessary), in the ab-
sence of such owner or owners, or manager, shall proceed to hear, in a sum-
mary way, what may be alleged by the said Protector and Guardian of Slaves,
and by the owner or owners, or manager, or other persons claiming any interest
in the Slave proposed to be manumitted, if present; and in case any of the
parties shall refuse to effect any such manumission, or if it shall appear to the
said Chief Justice, that a valid manumission of any such Slave or Slaves cannot
legally be effected by private contract, or that the owner of any such Slave or
Slaves, or that any person or persons having any charge upon, or interest in,
him or her, or them, is or are a minor or minors, or a married woman, or idiot,
or lunatic, or that the real owner of any such Slave, or that any person have
any charge upon, or interest in, him or her, is absent from the said Island, or
is unknown, or cannot be found; or that any suit or action is depending in
any Court of Justice in the said Island, wherein the title to the said Slave, or
the right to his services, is in controversy ; or any writ of execution issued as
aforesaid ; or if it shall appear to the said Chief Justice, that any difference of
opinion exists between the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, and the owner
of any such Slave or Slaves, respecting his or her price or value, then the said
Chief Justice shall require the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, and the owner
or owners, or manager, of any such Slave, each to nominate an appraiser of his
or her value; and the said Chief Justice shall himself nominate an umpire be-
tween such appraisers; and the said appraisers being first duly sworn before
the said Chief Justice to make an impartial appraisement, shall, within
days next after such their appointment, make a joint valuation of the Slave or
Slaves proposed to be manumitted, and shall certify such their valuation to the
Chief Justice, under their hands and seals; and in case such joint certificate
shall not be delivered to the said Chief Justice within the said term of
days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid, shall, within
the next days, certify his valuation, under his hand and seal, to the said
Chief Justice; and the valuation so to be made, in manner aforesaid, either by the
said joint appraisers, or, in their default, by the said umpire, shall be binding
and conclusive, and shall be entered and enrolled in the Office of Registry of
Deeds in the said Island.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that upon payment

to the treasurer of the said Island of the appraised value ofany such Slave asafore-
said, after making, in the cases hereinafter particularly mentioned, such deduc-
tion therefrom for the expense of the appraisement as is hereinafter directed,
the said treasurer shall grant to the Protector of Slaves a receipt for the money
so to be received by him; and such receipt shall be duly enrolled in the office
of the Registrar of Deeds in the said Island, together with a declaration, under
the hand and seal of the said Chief Justice, that the proceedings required by
law for the manumission of the Slave, by or on behalf of whom such money
was paid, had been duly had before him; and thereupon such Slave shall be,
and be deemed and taken to be, free, to all intents and purposes.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the money

to arise from the manumission of any Slave, by virtue of the proceedings be-
fore mentioned, shall and may be laid out and invested, under the authority of
the Chief Justice, on the application of any person or persons interested therein,
in the purchase of any other Slave or Slaves; or if no such application shall be
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made, then such money shall remain in the hands of the public treasurer of the
said island, at interest at the rate of per cent per annum, such interest to
be borne by and defrayed out of the public funds of the colony; and the
Slave or Slaves so to be purchased with the said money as aforesaid, or in case
of no such purchase being made, then the said money in the hands of the said
ublic treasurer, and the interest from time to time accruing thereupon, shall

be the property of the persons who were the proprietors of such manumitted
Slave or Slaves, and shall be held upon, under, and subject to, all such and the
same uses, conditions, mortgages, and demands, of what nature or kind soever,
as such Slave or Slaves was or were held upon, under, or subject unto, at such
the time of his, her, or their manumission; and the said treasurer shall hold
the said money, and the interest accruing thereupon, subject to such order as
the Chief Justice of the said colony may, upon a summary application of any
person interested therein, see fit to make; and such principal money and in-
terest shall, by the said treasurer, be paid and disposed of in pursuance of and
obedience to any such order.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases

where an appraisement of a Slave shall be made by reason of the refusal of
the owner to effect the manumission, or by reason of any difference of opinion
between the owner and the Protector and Guardian, respecting the price or
value of the Slave, the expenses of the appraisement shall be borne equally
by, and divided between, the owner and the Slave proposed to be manumitted;
and in all cases where the appraisement is made by reason of the inability of
the owner to effect a valid manumission by private contract, or by reason of the
minority, coverture, idiotcy, or lunacy of the owner, or by reason of the absence
of the owner, or other person having a charge upon the Slave, from the Island,
or by reason that the owner is unknown, or cannot be found, or by reason of the
pendency in any Court of Justice of any suit wherein the title ofa Slave, or
the right to his services, is in controversy, or by reason of any writ of execution
issued as aforesaid; then, and in all such cases, the expenses of the appraise-
ment shall be equally divided between the Slave proposed to be manumitted
and the owner, and the portion of the price to be paid by the owner shall be
deducted from the money arising from the manumission of the Slave, before
such investment shall be made thereof as aforesaid.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that before the

manumission of any Slave, by virtue of any private contract for that purpose
between such Slave and his owner, notice of such intended manumission shall,
by the owner of such Slave, be given in writing to the Protector and Guardian
of Slaves, who, on behalf of the said Slave, shall be bound to ascertain that
such owner has good right and title in the law, and is competent to effect such
manumission, and the said Protector and Guardian of Slaves shall also, without
fee or reward, prepare the proper deed of manumission, and the same shall in
all cases be executed in the presence of the said Protector and Guardian of
Slaves, or of some proper witness to be by him appointed for that purpose, and,
being so executed, shall by such Protector and Guardian of Slaves be enrolled in
the office of the Registrar of Deeds of the said Island, within one calendar
month next after the date and execution thereof; and in case any such deed
shall not be left for enrolment at the said office within the said period of one
calendar month, the said Protector of Slaves shall incur and be liable to the
payment of a fine not exceeding the sum of > nor Jess than :
Provided always, nevertheless, that no Slave or Slaves shall be held entitled to
purchase his, her, or their freedom, or the freedom of his, her, or their husband,
wife, or child, or children, or reputed husband, or wife, child, or children, or of
his or her brother or sister, unless a certificate of the previous good conduct of
all and every such Slave or Slaves so intended to be purchased and manumitted,
for the space of years, previous to such intended purchase and manu-
mission, shall be first produced to the Protector and Guardian of Slaves by such
Slave or Slaves, under the hand of some respectable person or persons of free
condition, competent, from a sufficient knowledge of the character and habits
of such Slave or Slaves, to grant such certificate; and provided always, that no
Slave or Slaves duly convicted of larceny shall be permitted or held entitled to
purchase his or her freedom, for the space of years, after such con-
viction,
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And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in case an
such deed of manumission as aforesaid shall be executed voluntarily and without
any valuable consideration passing to the owner,or other person effecting such
manumission, any Slave or Slaves so to be manumitted shall, before the actual ex-
ecution ofany such deed, appear before the said Protector and Guardian ofSlaves
or before the Assistant Protector and GuardianofSlaves, in the parish in which
such Slave may happen to be resident; and if it shall appear to the said Protector
and Guardian of Slaves, or to the Assistant Protector and Guardian of Slaves, as the
case may be, that the Slave or Slaves about to be gratuitously manumitted, js
or are under the age of years, or above the age of years, or is or
are labouring under any habitual disease or infirmity of mind or body, the
owner or other person about to effect such manumission, shall, at the time of
the execution of the deed of manumission, execute and deliver, under his hand
and seal, a bond to His Majesty in the penal sum of for each Slave so
to be manumitted, with a condition thereunder written, for the defeazance
thereof, if the said Slave or Slaves shall be properly fed, clothed, and main-
tained, until the age of years; in the case of infants, or during the term
of his, her, or their natural life; in the case of adults of the age of years,
or labouring under any such sickness or infirmity as aforesaid; and no such
manumission shall be valid and effectual in the law, or shall be received for
enrolment at the office of Registry, until such bond as aforesaid shall be duly
executed and registered, and deposited in the said office.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in the half-

yearly returns, to be made by the Protector and Guardian of Slaves to the
Governor of the Island, shall be included a statement of the names of all the
Slaves manumitted under the authority of this Act.

Manumission of Slaves.

IT would not appear that there has ever existed in Antigua the slightest
restraint on fair and bondfide manumission of Slaves, nor has any duty or tax
ever been laid on such manumissions.
To prevent, however, persons from improperly setting free diseased or

infirm Slaves, it is provided by the 12th Clause of the Act of the Leeward
Islands, No. 36, as follows; viz. ‘© Whereas, to avoid the inconveniences that
“‘ do sometimes arise from persons manumitting and setting free their Slaves
‘‘ when they are rendered incapable of service by age, infirmity, accident, or
“calamity, to avoid the expense of providing a proper subsistence for such
“slaves; be it and it is hereby further enacted, that if any proprietor of a
«* Slave shall manumit or set free any Slave in his or her possession, who shall
“ be rendered incapable of service, from any of the causes aforesaid, that such
proprietor shall be obliged to pay into the hands of the Treasurer of the

‘* Island, where suchSlaves.shall be manumitted and set free, the sum of three
* hundred pounds currency, from which sum such Slaves shall be entitled to
“« draw half-yearly an interest arising upon such sum, according to the rate of
§ interest in each respective Island, for his or her subsistence during the life
‘of such Slave; and that upon the death of such Slave, so manumitted and
* set free, the said sum of three hundred pounds currency shall be appropriated
“ to the use of the public.”
And by the 10th Section of an Act, No. 212, intituled, An Act for the

further prevention of ‘damages to the harbours and abuses in carrying on
‘“‘ the Island trade of this Island: regulating the hire and manumission of
“ Slaves, and for advertising runaways committed to gaol ;” it is provided, that
“‘ whereas a barbarous and inhuman custom hath prevailed of manumitting
** and setting free, Slaves, diseased, blind, aged, or otherwise disabled from
* working, and at the same time, no ways providing proper clothing, habitation,
“and sustenance for such Slaves, but suffering them to ramble about and beg
‘* for their subsistence; be it therefore enacted, that if any person or persons
‘* shall hereafter manumit or set free any Slave or Slaves, he, she, or they, or
‘the representatives of such person or persons shall provide a proper house
“and sufficient clothing and diet for such Slave or Slaves; and if any Slave or
“« Slaves so freed, shall afterwards be found rambling or begging, through the
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« neglect of such person or persons, he, she, or they, or their representatives
« shall be fined, upon good proof, by any two Justices of the Peace, in any sum
“ not exceeding twenty pounds, nor less than five pounds, one half to the
«jnformer, and the other to the public, to be disposed of as hereafter
« directed ; and any person suffering any Slave or Slaves, blind, diseased, aged,
« or otherwise disabled from working, to ramble or beg about the Towns or
« Country, such persons offending, shall be punished in the same manner, as
«if he, she, or they had regularly manumitted and neglected to make proper
« provisions as aforesaid.”

Which two Clauses, above recited, will be found to embrace to the full

extent the provisions on the same subject now proposed by His Majesty’s

Government.

ANTIGUA.
A Bill for regulating the Celebration of Marriages among Slaves,

and for declaring such Marriages valid and effectual in the
Law.

WHEREAS it is highly essential to the welfare and prosperity of this Colony,
to afford every possible facility by law to the promotion of moral and religious
principle among the Slave population; and whereas nothing can more effectually

tend to accomplish 0 desirable an object, than a due encouragement of
marriages between such persons, which, it is confidently hoped, may speedily
tend to such general improvement in their character and condition as cannot
fail to be materially beneficial in its results, to their proprietors and to them-
selves: We, therefore, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, in and over your Majesty's Islands of
Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda, and the Council and Assembly of this
our Majesty’s Island of Antigua, do humbly pray your Most Excellent

Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that any Slaves, being
hereafter desirous to intermarry, shall be at liberty to apply, either to the
Protector and Guardian of Slaves, or to the Assistant Protector and Guardian
of Slaves of the parish in which the woman may reside, for a marriage licence,
producing the consent, in writing, of their owners or managers to the cele-
bration thereof,
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that if the

owner or manager of both, or either of the Slaves, shall refuse his or her
consent to the marriage, or shall not give his or her written permission for the
celebration thereof, the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, or the Assistant
Protector and Guardian of Slaves, shall issue a summons, requiring the owner
or manager to appear before him at a time and place to be appointed for that
purpose, such time not being more than distant, from the time
when the application shall be received by such Protector and Guardian of
Slaves, or Assistant Protector and Guardian of Slaves; and if the owner or
manager fails to appear, or, appearing, fails to give good proof that the marriage
would be injurious to the well-being of the Slaves, the Protector and Guardian
of Slaves, or the Assistant Protector and Guardian, shall issue a marriage
licence, which shall be granted without fee or reward, authorizing any Cler-
gyman of the Established Church of England and Ireland, or any Minister of
the Kirk of Scotland, or any Priest or Curate professing the Roman Catholic
Religion, or any public Teacher of Religion within the said Island Antigua,
carrying on there no other profession, business, or occupation of profit, except
that of a schoolmaster, to solemnize the marriage of such slaves; provided,
that no public Teacher of Religion, not being a Clergyman of the Church of
England, ora Minister of the Kirk of Scotland, or a Priest or Curate pro-
fessing the RomanCatholic Religion, shall be so authorized to solemnize any
such marriage, unless His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, having the
department of the Colonies, or the Governor or acting Governor of the said
Island of Antigua, shall grant to such public Teacher a written licence to
celebrate marriages, nor unless such licence has been registered in the office of
the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, and continues in force at the time of
his being so authorized to solemnize any such marriage,
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And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be
lawful for any such Clergyman, Minister, Priest, Curate, or religious Teacher,
upon receiving any such Licence, to solemnize any such Marriage; and the
Marriage, when so solemnized, shall to all intents and purposes be valid, bind-
ing, and effectual in the Law ; provided, that no suchMarriage shall confer on
any such Slaves, or their issue, any rights inconsistent with the duties which
the Slaves owe to their owners, or to the Government, or at variance with those
rights which the owner, and the Government respectively, are by Law entitled
to assert and exercise over such Slaves and their progeny.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that any person

by whom any such Marriage may be solemnized, by virtue of any such Licence
as aforesaid, shall, within next after the solemnization thereof,
under a penalty of not more than nor less than
transmit to the Protector and Guardian of Slaves at a Certificate
of the solemnization of the Marriage, and such Protector and Guardian of
Slaves shall register, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, every Mar.
riage which shall be so solemnized, with the date thereof, and the names, de-
scriptions, and places of abode of the parties contracting, and of the persons
solemnizing, every such Marriage.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that this Act

shall not extend, or be construed to extend to render any Marriage between
persons in a state of Slavery valid and effectual, which would be illegal or void
if such persons were of Free condition.

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in his half.
yearly Returns to the Governor, the Protector and Guardian of Slaves shall in-
clude a statement of the number of Licences which may have been granted by
him in the preceding half year for the Marriage of any Slaves, with the number
of Marriages solemnized in pursuance thereof,

Marriage of Slaves.

By the 22d Clause of the Act of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, it would ap-
pear that-at the time of passing that Statute, it was not considered proper or
necessary to enforce the celebration of religious rites among the Slave popula-
tion, and that it was deemed the more eligible plan to encourage rather than
compel their improvement in Morality, Religion, and Civilization—with this
view, itis provided, “ That every owner and director of any Slaves on any estate
“ within the Leeward Islands, shall, within two months after the publication
“of this Act, and also on the first day of January every year, convene and as-
“* semble together the Slaves under his direction, and inquire of them which of
** them have a husband and wife, or more than one; andif an acknowledgment
“‘ be made in consequence of such inquiry of more than one husband or wife,
“then such owner or director shall compel such Slave making such acknow-
“ ledgment, to elect some one Slave only as his or her husband or wife; and
“ when such election is made, such owner or director shall enter the same in a
“* book to be kept for that purpose, and make the same as public as possible, by
“* convening once in every twelve months all the Slaves upon such plantation,
“‘and reading to them the same ina distinct and audible voice, at the same
“ time extolling the good behaviour of those who have been faithful to their
‘* engagements, and reprobating the misconduct of those who have acted to the
*¢ contrary, doing his utmost to keep together in harmony, the parties who
* have made such election, and to encourage all the other Slaves of which heis
“ manager, master, or director, as they shall arrive at the age of maturity, to
“ make such election as aforesaid, and adhere as strictly as possible to the same.
“ And every owner or director of any female Slave, who shall have a child
‘* while she preserves her fidelity to such engagement as aforesaid, or is reputed
‘so to do, shall, in six weeks after the birth of such child, if the same be
“ then living, pay and give to the mother of such child four dollars, and the
“ same sum, with one dollar more, for every other child she shall bear and have
* under the same circumstance; and if any owner or director shall omit in any
**'respect to comply with and fulfil the directions of this Clause, he shall forfeit
“the sum of fiftv pounds for every such omission.”
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By the 23d Clause it is provided, “ That every owner and director shall give

« to every male and female Slave who shall lve together peaceably and faith-
« fully as aforesaid, as man and wife, one dollar each for every year that they

« ghail so live together.”
By the 24th Clause it is provided, “ That as soon as any female Slave shall

« have six children living, and who have been born during such cohabitation

« ag aforesaid, the youngest of which shall be seven years of age, the owner or

« director of such female Slave shall not oblige such female Slave to do any

« other than light work, under the penalty of twenty pounds.”

By the 25th Clause it is provided, “ That no owner or directorofany Slave,

« nor any overseer, nor any other description of white man, on any plantation,

« shall weaken the effect of the exhortations and inquiries enjoined by this
« Law by his own irregular conduct, in cohabiting or having criminal commerce

« with any female Slave who shall have elected her husband as aforesaid ; every

« such person, for such offence, being thereof convicted by legal testimony
“ before any two or more Justices of the Peace, shall forfeit and pay the sum

“ of one hundred pounds.”

The Marriages, however, of free persons with Slaves, are prohibited by the

two following Clauses of the Act, No. 130, intituled, “ An Act for the better

“ government of Slaves and free Negroes.”
« And be it further Enacted, that if any Ministers of this Island shall marry clause 24th.

« any free person to any Slave in this Island, such Minister shall forfeit to the

« public of this Island fifty pounds current money, to be recovered by warrant

« under the hand of the Governor in Chief, Deputy Governor, or President for

“ the time being of said Island, in nature of an execution, directed to the Pro-

« yost Marshal of this Island, who shall levy the same.”
“ And be it further Enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That the said free Clause 25th.

“ person so marrying such Slaves, shall pay to the owner of the Slave he hath

« married the sum of twenty pounds, or be obliged, by order of two Justices,

“ to serve four years, all the aforesaid forfeitures to be to the same uses, and re-

“ covered after the same manner as before recited in this Act.”

 

. No. 6.
(No. 45.)

My Lorp, Government House, Antigua, 21st August 1826.

THE departure of a merchant vessel for Liverpool, enables ine to have the

honour of transmitting to your Lordship the four remaining Bills, accompanied

by the Notes, referred to in my letter of the gth August (No. 41).
I have the honour to be,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) PATRICK ROSS.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

 

ANTIGUA.

A Bill to prevent the Separation of Slaves, being Members of the

same Family by virtue of any Legal Process.

WHEREAS it is desirable, on every principle of humanity, that the usage

which has hitherto obtained in this Colony, of indiscriminately levying upon,

and selling Slaves under judicial process against the owner or owners, should be

hereafter discontinued, and that effectual means should be provided by law for

preventing in future the extreme hardship with which, in many cases, such

usage has been found to be attended to the Slave population, among whom the .

nearest and closest relations of social life have frequently thereby been for ever

suddenly and harshly dissolved: We, therefore, your Majesty's most dutiful and

loyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over your Majesty's

Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda, and the Council and Assembly of
this your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, do humbly pray your Most Excellent

Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained, and be it, and it is hereby en-
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acted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that ia the execution of an
judgment, sentence, decree, or order of any Court of Justice within the Island
of Antigua, it shall not hereafter be lawful to seize or sell any Slave having a
husband or wife, or a child or children under the age of years
or a reputed husband or wife, or child or children under that age, who may be
the property of the same person or persons, unless such husband and wife, and
child or children, or reputed husband, wife, or child or children, shall be sold
together, and in one and the same lot, and to the same person or persons ; andthat
if, in the execution of any such judgment, sentence, decree, or order, any Slave
or Slaves shall be sold separate or apart from any such husband or wife, or child
or children, or reputed husband or wife, or child or children as aforesaid, such
sale and execution shall be absolutely null and void in the law to all intents and
purposes. .
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that if

the Provost Marshal, or his Deputy, or any other executive officer making an
levy upon Slaves under any writ of execution or judicial process, shall be unable
to ascertain whether any Slave on which he may so levy has or has not a hus-
band or wife, or reputed husband or wife or child, or children under the age
of years belonging to the same owner, it shall be the duty of
such Provost Marshal, or other Officer, to make a special return of any such
circumstance to the Court out of which the execution has issued, and theCourt
shall thereupon direct a copy’ of such return to be transmitted to the Protector
and Guardian of Slaves, and upon hearing of what may be alleged by such Pro-
tector and Guardian, and by the several parties in any such action, cause, suit,
or proceeding, the said Court shall decide whether the Slave so seized hath or
hath not any husband or wife, or reputed husband or wife, or child or children
under such age as aforesaid, belonging to the said person or persons; and such
Court shall make a rule upon such Provost Marshal, or otherOfficer, requiring
him either to proceed to the sale of the single Slave, or not, as the case may
require,

nd be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that whenever,
in compliance with the provisions of this Act, the Provost Marshal, or his
Deputy, shall be obliged to levy on, or sell, under any execution or judicial pro-
cess against the owner or owners, such a number of his, her, or their Slaves, as
shall or may exceed in value the amount to be actually levied or recovered
against such owner or owners under such execution or judicial process as afore-
said, all and every the surplus monies arising from such sale or sales shall be
paid, applied,and disposed of by the said Provost Marshal, or his Deputy, to and
for the use of such owner or owners, and to be recoverable by him, her, or them,
in such manner and form, and under the same regulations, as are now by law
applicable to surplus monies arising from the sale of any other species or de-
scription of property whatsoever.

 

Sale ofSlaves under Judicial Processes.

BY the 3d section of the. Act of’ the Leeward Islands, No. 31, Slaves on
“ Plantations are declared to be inheritance and affixed to the freehold, and are
*¢ with such plantations descendible to the heir at law, and widows are dowable
“ out of them:” And it is provided by the 4th section, “ That none of such
“ Slaves shall be carried off or employed from the plantation otherwise than
* for the immediate service thereof by any tenant in dower or by the heir or
“ other person or persons in remainder or reversion, but that each of them shall
“ join in carrying on the general interest for the best advantage of all parties
“ concerned,”
By the gth and 10th clauses of an Act of Antigua, No. 83, “afterreciting,

‘that executors and administrators had, on several occasions, disposed of
‘* Negroes as chattels which had frequently proved injurious to estates, it was
“ provided for the full prevention of such practice, that all Negro and other
* Slaves after the date of that Act, should be, and were thereby declared to be
“inheritance, and the widow capable of being endowed thereof, provided
“ always, that any executor or administrator might inventory the said Negroes,
** but not take them into his custody, to the intent, that if there should not be
* sufficient goods and chattels to pay the deceased’s debts, that then the said



ANTIGUA. 49

«« Negroes should be liable to be taken for payment of the said debts, and be as
« chattels to that purpose, and sot otherwise.”

Slaves, in conformity to these provisions, have consequently always been
considered in this Colony as realty, and have been conveyed with all the neces-
sary formalities of such property.
They have, however, by various enactments, from time to time, been recog-

nized as chattels for the payment of debts by the owner, and have in successive
Tax Bills been directed to be sold for defraying such taxes; and they are
expressly made liable by the Act of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, to be sold for
the payment of debts contracted for food and clothing for them, and such debts
as are under certain regulations prescribed by that Act made a prior lien oa

Slaves, except as against debts to the Crown.
By the Act No. 475, commonly called the “Court Act,” whereby executions

in the Court of Common Pleas are regulated, and the recovery of tecognizances,
&e. in the Criminal Courts is provided for, Slaves are made liable to be sold for
the satisfaction of such executions and recognizances, &c, in the following
manner: Viz.

By the 103d clause, a writ of execution in a civil suit is directed to belevied
by the Marshal in the following order: viz. “ First, on producebelonging to the
“defendant, if insufficient, then on household furniture, and other goods and
chattels, plantation stock, Slaves, lands, annuities and debts,” and Slaves so levied
on “are directed to be sold under certain formalities in twenty-three days, dur-
“ing which period, on security being given for the forth-coming, they may be
“retained by the owner in his possession.”
By the 217th section of the same Act, “ writs of execution on forfeited recog-

“ nizances,” and by the 6th section of the Act, No. 509, “fines imposed by the
“ Court of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions are directed to be levied on the
“ goods, chattels, Slaves, lands, and tenements of the defendant, with the samé
“ regulations as to the sale of any such property as are previously made in cases
« between subject and subject ;” and
By the 120th clause ofthe Act, No. 475, “‘it is expressly declared, that whenever
any Slave’s goods or chattels are to be sold at outcry, the Marshal or his De-

“ puty shall set the same up in parcels, and Slaves shall be set up and sold in the
“ town of St.John only one by one, save when there is a child or children under
«the age of twelve years, which shall be set up with the mother if there be 4
“ mother to be sold”—which extremely creditable restriction will be found to
have already pretty nearly embraced the views of His Majesty’s Government on
this particular subject.

ANTIGUA.

A Bill for the Suppression of Public Markets on Sunday, and for
preventing Slaves being compelled to labour on that day.

WHEREAS it is highly expedient to discontinue by Law the usage
which has heretofore improperly obtained of holding public markets on the
Sabbath, and more effectually to secure a due observance of that holy day by
all classes of the inhabitants of this Colony; We therefore, your Majesty’s
most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and
over your Majesty's Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda, and the
Council and Assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Antigua, do humbly
pray your Most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and ordained, And
be it,and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that
from the time when this Act shall come into operation, all persons of free con-
dition who, on any Sunday after the hour of in the forenoon,
shall expose goods for sale in any public market, or in any shop, house, stall, or
booth, or shall buy or sell any such goods, or attend at any such market, shall
be liable to such punishments, penalties and forfeitures, as by any Law now in
force in this Island may be inflicted upon, or incurred by, any person offending
therein in like manner, and if any such offence shall be committed by a Slave,
such Slave shall be liable to forfeit the goods or effects exposed for sale, which
may be seized by the Clerk of the market, or any Constable, and such
goods shall be taken on the following day before any Justice of ‘the Peace,
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who, upon view thereof, shall order the same to be sold forthwith, to be applied
as follows, that is to say, one-third to the informer, and the remainder to suel,
pious or charitable purposes as such Justice of the Peace shall direct.
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid

that from the time when Sunday markets shall be totally suppressed, as here.
inafter mentioned, the same punishments, penalties, and forfeitures, shall be
inflicted upon, and incurred by, all persons exposing goods for sale, or buying
or selling any such goods in manner aforesaid, or attending at any such market,
at whatever part of the day called Sunday the offence may be committed.
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that it shall be lawful for His Majesty, by an instruction to be issued to the
Governor of Antigua, through one of his Principal Secretaries of State, to
direct the said Governor of the said Island of Antigua to issue in HisMajes-
ty’s name a Proclamation for the discontinuance and suppression of all markets
throughout the said Island on the Sunday, and so soon as such Proclamation
shall have been issued, all Sunday markets shall cease, and be absolutely
unlawful; Provided always, that this Act shall not extend to prevent the
dressing or selling meats in Inns or Victualling-Houses, or the sale of fish or
milk; and provided also, that such sale shall not take place in any town or
parish during the hours appointed and set apart for the celebration of divine
service therein; nor shall this Act extend to prevent the sale of medicines
during any part of the Sunday.
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that in every town and parish throughout the Island, wherein markets have
by law, usage, or prescription, been heretofore holden on Sunday, such markets
shall hereafter be holden on in each and every
week; which day shall be allowed to the Slaves on each and every Plantation
throughout this Island Antigua, for selling and disposing of such articles as
by Law they may be entitled to offer for sale; and if any Owner or Director of
Slaves shall refuse or neglect to allow such day to his Slaves, for the purpose
aforesaid, he shall incur a fine not exceeding the sum of
current gold and silver money of this Island, to be imposed, on due conviction
of such neglect or refusal, by any two Justices of the Peace in this Island.
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that if any person shall work or employ any Slave between the hours of ten at
night on any Saturday and sun-rise on any Monday, or shall during that
period procure, induce, or compel any Slave to engage in any labour for thé
rofit or advantage of his owner, manager, or employer, the person so offend-

ing, shall incur a fine not exceeding nor less than
current gold and silver money of this Island.

And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,
that if any person shall hire any Slave to work between the before-mentioned
hours of ten o'clock on Saturday night and sunrise on Monday morning, for
wages or any other consideration, the person so hiring any such Slave shall
incur the penalties before-mentioned ; Provided always nevertheless, that the
receding Rules shall not extend to labour performed by any Slave, on Sunday,

In the necessary attendance on the person or in the family of his or her owner
or employer, nor to labour performed in the necessary preservation of the
cattle or live stock on any plantation, nor to labour performed by Slaves as
watchmen on any estate, or in nursing or attendance on the sick, or in perform-
ing or making preparations for any interment, or in extinguishing any fire, or
in preventing any irreparable damage or injury to the property of his or her
owner or employer. And no Slave so employed by his or her owner or em-
ployer on Sunday shall be entitled to any hire or wages for such services. _
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that in any case where it shal] be absolutely necessary for the preservation of any
crops or produce upon any estate, and for the prevention of essential injury to
the same, to employ any Slaves thereupon on the Sunday, this Act shall not
extend to prevent any Slaves from hiring themselves either to their owner, of
to any other person, to perfurm such necessary work on that day; provided,
that no Slave may be hired by any person, except the owner, to perform even
such necessary work as aforesaid on the Sunday, except with the written con-
sent of the owner. And also provided, that the Protector and Guardian of
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Slaves of the Island shall publish a notice in the Public Gazette on the twenty-
fifth day of December and twenty-fourth day of June, or as soon after those
days as any such Gazette may be published, in each year, in which notices
shall be stated the lowest rate of wages at which Slaves may, during the half

year following each such notice, hire themselves to work for the special purpose
before mentioned; and such notices shall state the different rates of wages, ac-
cording to the age and sex of the Slaves, and according as they may be field
negroes or artificers; and that no hiring of any Slave on the Sunday for any
such special purpose shall be a legal hiring or exempted from the penalties of
the law, unless such.Slave shall actually receive and be paid, for his own use
and benefit, wages of not less than the rate so to be fixed by such public notices.
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that no Slave shall be employed on Sunday in field labour, or in any of the ordi-
nary works upon the plantation, on the ground that irreparable injury would
arise from the postponement of such labour, unless the Slave shall engage in it
voluntarily, and shall receive such wages as before mentioned.

 

Observance of the Sabbath, and Abolition of Public Markets on that day.

THE following local Enactments already exist on this subject, whereby the
views of His Majesty’s Government are in a great measure anticipated, viz...
By the Act of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, sect. 26, “ Every owner or di-

“ rector of Slaves restraining or prohibiting any Slave, excepting such Slaves
« whose services are necessary on a Sunday, from attending public worship on
“that day, is made liable to a penalty of five pounds; and every beneficed
“ clergyman refusing to baptize any Slave sufficiently informed, without fee or
“ reward, on any Sunday after divine service, is rendered liable to a fine of
“ thirty shillings.”
By the 5th clause of the Act, No. 130, “It is provided, that all Negroes who

“shall, though with a ticket or other leave from their owners or possessors,
“ sell any thing in any of the towns on the Lord’s Day, he or they shall be
“taken up and whipped, and paid for as runaways, if not returned, or going to
“ their respective masters by ten of the clock, to the intent that all opportuni-
“ ties of idleness and robbery may be taken away.”
And by the 20th section it is declared, “‘ That if any person whatsover shall

“sell any rum to a Slave on the Sabbath Day, or any sort of dry goads, by
“barter or otherwise, he shall forfeit three pounds current money for each

offence.”
By the 136th clause of the Act, No. 475, “ No person can be arrested or

“ taken in execution, nor can any writ or process in civil causes be executed on
* a Sunday.”
By an Act of this Island, dated 24th April 1824, it is provided, ‘* That if
any person whatsoever in this Island shall, after the publication of this Act,

“ presume to sell or barter any rum, cordial waters, or other strong waters, upon
“the Lord’s Day, he or she shall, upon conviction thereof before the Court. of
“ King’s Bench and Grand Sessions of this Island, be liable to fine and im-
“ prisonment, at the discretion of the Court.”
And by a subsequent Act, dated the twenty-first day of May, in the year of

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, after reciting, ‘ That
“ the practice of exposing goods, wares, and merchandize for sale, in stores,
warehouses, and other shops, upon the Lord’s Day, is not only scandalous:in

* itself, and irreverent to Almighty God, but cannot fail, in a political point of
“view, to prove extremely injurious to the welfare of the inhabitants at large,
* by corrupting the morals of the lower orders, and thereby counteracting the
“ benefits of that religious instruction which it is at once the hearty desire and
“ the sound policy of the Legislature to diffuse amongst them, not simply-by
‘* the aid of common precept, but by the still more powerful force of good ex:
“ample on the part of those of higher station in the colony. And that a large
“ portion of the inhabitants have lately very 'audably marked and recorded
“ their reprobation of this practice, by a petition to the House of .Assembly,
“very properly detailing the evils which are likely to arise from it, and praying
“ that an Act may be passed for inflicting such heavy penalties upon offenders
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“as may have the desired etfect cf putting a more exemplary and decided pro-
““ hibition to it; and it is but justice to the well disposed, that their interests
“ should be protected against any attempts that may be made by the more mer-
“ cenary and avaricious to undermine them.”

It is declared, “‘ that from and after the publication of this Act, it shall not
“ be lawful for any person in this Island to expose or offer for sale any goods,
“* wares, or merchandize, in any store, warehouse, or shop, upon the Lord’s Day,
“ or any part thereof; and that all stores, warehouses, and shops, shall be kept
** constantly closed and shut up upon the Lord’s Day, and every part thereof,
“ accordingly; and every person offending against this Act shall, upon convic-

tion thereof upon indictment before the Court of King’s Bench and Grand
“© Sessions of this Island, be punished by fine and imprisonment, at the discretion
“ of the said Court; and if any person so convicted shall be a licensed retailer
“ of rum, cordial waters, or other strong waters, he or she shall ipsofacto for-
* feit his or her licence, and be held incapable of ever holding another; and all
“ fines inflicted by the said Court upon offenders under this Act, shall be to the
** sole use of the informer, who is hereby declared to be a competent witness,
** Provided always, that the prohibitions herein contained shall not be construed
* to extend to inns, taverns, or victualling-houses, or druggists or apothecaries
‘‘ shops, or to butchers or bakers shops, in which no article except meat and
“ bread shall respectively be sold; and provided alsu, that no person or persons
** shall be impeached, prosecuted, or molested, for any offence against this Act,
“unless he, she, or they, shall be informed against within ten days after the
“ gaid offence shall have been committed.”

ANTIGUA.

A Bill for further regulating the punishment of Slaves, whether
inflicted by due course of Law, or by the authority of the Owners,

WHEREAS various laudable enactments have, highly to the credit of this
ancient Colony, been from time to time passed by theLegislature thereof, for
the protection of the Slave population from cruel or oppressive usage; and
whereas, although instances of the infringement of those wise and salutary
enactments have happily, from the generally humane conduct of all classes of
the inhabitants towards their Slaves, been of very rare occurrence, yet, in order
more effectually to guard against them in future, it hath been deemed necessary
more clearly to define, and explicitly limit, the exact nature and extent of
punishment, which by judicial order, or under the authority of the master, may
hereafter be lawfully inflicted on Slaves, within this Island Antigua. We,
therefore, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Governor and
Commander-in-Chief, in and over your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Mont-
serrat, and Barbuda, and the Council and Assembly of this your Majesty’s
Island of Antigua, do humbly pray your Most Excellent Majesty that it may
be enacted and ordained, and be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority aforesaid, that in all. prosecutions which may be commenced in
any Court of Justice in the Island, wherein a Slave may be charged with any
offence punishable by death, or transportation, notice shall be given, in writing,
to the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, of such prosecution; and the Protector
and Guardian of Slaves is hereby required to attend at the trial and other pro-
ceedings in every such prosecution, as the Protector of such Slave, and on his
behalf, and to act therein in such manner as may be most conducive to the
benefit of the Slave; and the Protector and Guardian of Slaves shall be allowed,
on all such trials and proceedings, to act for the benefit of the Slaves in the
same manner as, by the law of this Island, any Counsel or Attorney at Law,
may, upon similar occasions, act for the benefit of any person of free condition.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be

illegal for any person within the said Island of Antigua, to carry any whip, cat,
or other instrument of the like nature, while superintending the labour of any
Slaves in or upon the fields or cane pieces upon any plantation, or to use any
such whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature, for the purpose of im-
pelling or coercing any Slave to perform labour of any kind whatever, ot to
carry or exhibit upon any plantation, or elsewhere, any such cat, whip, or other
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instrument, as an emblein of the authority of the person so carrying the same

over any Slave or Slaves; and any person offending against this rule, or directing,
instigating, or abetting in any such illegal driving, or use, or exhibition, of
any such whip, cat, or other instrament whatever, shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor.
And be it enacted and ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be

unlawful for any person to inflict in any one day, upon any male Slave, for an
offence, upon any ground, or for any reason whatever, any number of lashes
exceeding in the whole; or to inflict upon any such male Slave an
unishment, by the whipping or beating of hisperson, unless the person of such

Slave shall, at the time of such punishment, be free from any laceration occa-
sioned by any former whipping or beating; or to inflict upon any male Slave
any punishment, by the whipping or beating of his person, until twenty-four
hours at the least shall have elapsed from the time of the commission of the

offence, in respect of which any such punishment may be inflicted ; or to inflict
upon any male Slave any such punishment, unless one person of free condition
shall be present at, and witness the infliction of the whole of such punishment
other than the person by whom, or by whose authority, the punishment may
be inflicted; and any person offending against any of these rules, or directing,
instigating, or abetting any such illegal punishment of any male Slave shall be

uilty of a misdemeanor; Provided always, that the preceding rules shall not
Fe held to extend to any punishments which may be inflicted on any Slave
under the judgment of any Court of competent jurisdiction. -

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not
be lawful to punish by whipping any female Slave, for any offence committed, —
or alleged to be committed, by her; and any person offending against this rule,

or directing, instigating; or abetting in any such punishment, shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor; Provided always, that the preceding clause shall not extend

to prevent the owner of any female Slave under the age of ears, from
causing her to be punished and corrected for any fault ormisconduct by her
committed, in the same manner, and in the same extent, as any child of free
condition may be, and usually is, punished in any school for the education of
youth in the said Island Antigua.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that crimes

which may hereafter be committed by female Slaves, and which were heretofore

punishable by flogging, shall hereafter be punished, at the discretion of the
Court of Justice, or the owner or the manager directing such punishment, in
one or the other of the following modes, that is to say, first, by solitary

confinement, with or without work, in any proper place for that purpose on
the estate; provided, that ‘no such place of confinement shall be used for any

such purpose, unless and until some practitioner of medicine in the Island,
and the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, or the Assistant Protector and

Guardian of Slaves, of the parish where the same is situate, shall have signed
a certificate in writing approving such place of confinement, which certificate
shall be transmitted to, and deposited in the office of the Protector and

Guardian of Slaves; and also provided, that no such solitary confinement shall

be continued more than for any one offence, and that
no Slave shall be subjected to punishment by solitary confinement more than

in any one calendar month; secondly, by field stocks, or

confinement of the hands, during the hours of labour in the field; provided,
that the period of confinement shall not at any one time exceed
and shall not be repeated a second time until afterwards ;
thirdly, by house-stocks for the hands and feet, or either of them, with or
without seats, during any period of the day; provided, that the period of
confinement shall not exceed, for any one offence, the space of ,
and that no such punishment shall be repeated twice within the period of

; ; fourthly, by bed.stocks for the confinement of the feet

during the night; provided, that no such punishment shall be repeated within
the period of ; fifthly, by distinguishing dresses to be used either
with or without the stocks ; provided, that such punishment be not continued
more than for any one offence, and that the same be not

Tepeated within ; sixthly, by confinement, either solitary
or otherwise, during one of the hours of noon, with or without work during
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such confinement; provided, that no such punishment be repeated within the
period of

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that any person
repeating any such punishment asaforesaid, at an earlier period than is hereb
allowed, or continuing any suchpunishment beyond the period prescribed for
that purpose, or placing any Slave in solitary confinement in any place which
hath not been approved in manner aforesaid, within next
preceding such confinement, or using any stocks for the purpose of punishment,
in such a manner as to affect the health of the Slave confined therein, or as to
inflict any permanent injury on her person, or who shall not supply the Slave
undergoing such punishment, when the same shall continue for more than
twelve hours, with a proper quantity of prepared farinaceous food, and with
a proper supply of water, or who shall punish any woman, known or 80 pposed
by him to be pregnant, by solitary confinement, or by any stocks, applied in
such a manner as to produce the risk of miscarriage, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor.

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in any case
in which a male Slave 1s now by law punishable with flogging, it shall be
lawful for his owner or employer, or for any Court of Justice or Justice of the
Peace having jurisdiction therein, to substitute for such flogging any one of the
punishments before mentioned; provided, that the conditions and regulations
aforesaid, so far as they are applicable to the case of male Slaves, be duly
observed.

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that none of the
before-mentioned punishments shall be inflicted on any Slave, by the authority
of the owner or employer until twenty-four hours at the least have elapsed
from the time of the commission of the offence for which any such punishment
may be so inflicted, nor unless one person of free condition shall be present at,
and witness the infliction of such punishment.

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that every per-
son having charge of a task or working gang of Slaves, exceeding
in number, and every owner of, or other person having the direction of, any
lantation or estate, within the said Island. Antigua, shall keep a book, to be

called “* The Punishment Record Book ;’? and it shall be the duty of such
owner or other person to enter and record in the said book, at, or immediately
after, the time of infliction of any punishment whatever on a female Slave,
hereby authorized, or on any male Slave who may be punished in any one day,
with any number of stripes exceeding » or who shall receive
any other kind of punishment hereby authorized, a statement of the nature and

particulars of the offence for, or with respect to which such punishment may
inflicted; and of the time at which, and the place where, the offence was

committed; and of the time at which, and the place where, such punishment
was inflicted; and of the nature, extent, and particulars of the punishment;
and, in the cases of male Slaves, of the number of stripes actually inflicted upon
the offenders, together with the names of the persons by whom, and by the au-
thority of whom, the punishment was inflicted, and of the persons of free con-
dition present and attending at the infliction of every such punishment; and
any person or persons neglecting to make such entries in the Punishment Re-
cord Book, or not making such entry within after the infliction
of the punishment, shall incur a penalty not exceeding nor
less than ; and if any person or persons shall wilfully or
fraudulently makeafalse entry or erasure in any such book, or burn, destroy,
cancel, or obliterate the same, such person or persons shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor,
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that every per-

son required to keep a Punishment Record Book, shall, on the first Monday next
following the fifth of April, twenty-fourth of June, twenty-ninth of September,
and twenty-fifth of December, in each year, repair to the Protector and Guar-
dian of Slaves, or the Assistant Protector and Guardian of Slaves of the parish
in which he may dwell, and produce before him transcripts of every entry
which, during the preceding quarter of a year, may have been made in his
Punishment Record Book, and shall take the following oath, which such Pro-
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tector or such Assistant Protector and Guardian of Slaves, is authorized to ad-
minister, viz.

« | A.B., the owner (or manager, as the case may be,) of the estate
“ or plantation called , in the parish of
“in the Island of Antigua, do make oath and say, that the writing
« hereunto annexed contains a frue and exact copy of every entry
«“ which, since the day of last, hath
“been made in the Punishment Record Book of the before men-
“tioned plantation; and J do further swear, that the said Punish-
“ment Record Book hath been punctually and accurately kept
“¢ since the said day of » in the manner
“‘ by law required, and that no fraudulent erasures, or false entry,
‘hath been made therein by me, or by any person by my procure-
“‘ ment, or with my knowledge or consent.”

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that if any

owner or manager shall not, since the time of making his last preceding Return,

have inflicted any punishment required by law to be recorded, then, instead of

the before mentioned oath, he shall take and subscribe, before the Assistant

Protector and Guardian of Slaves of the parish in which he may be resident, the
following oath, viz.

« T A.B. do swear, that, since the day of
“ now last past, no punishment hath been inflicted by me, or by
“‘ my order, or with my knowledge, on any Slave belonging or
“ attached to the plantation called » situate
‘¢ in the parish of » whereof I am owner (or ma-
“nager, as the case may be), excepting punishments inflicted on
‘“male Slaves, not exceeding three Jashes; and I further swear,
“ that no entry of any such punishment hath, since the
“© day of been made in the Punishment Record Book
“ of the said plantation. So help me, God.”

And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that
at the least before the time of making any such Return, the

Assistant Protector of Slaves of each parish within the said Island Antigua,
shall transmit to the owner or manager of every plantation situate within such
parish, a printed blank form of the befere mentioned affidavits, with a notice
of the time and place at which he will attend for the purpose of receiving the
returns and administering the oaths aforesaid; and every such Assistant Pro-
tector of Slaves shall attend from day to day, for successive days,
for the before mentioned purposes; and if it should be made to appear to any
such Assistant Protector and Guardian, by the certificate of any medical prae-
titioner, that any person liable to make such Return is rendered incapable,
by sickness, of attending for that purpose, then such Assistant Protector and
Guardian shall attend any such person, at their place of abode, for the purpose
of receiving their returns and taking the affidavits before mentioned.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that any person

refusing or neglecting to make any return, or to take the oaths required by this
law, shall incur a fine, at the diseretion of the Court, not exceeding

» nor less than ; and any Quaker liable to make
apy such returns may make the same upon his solemn affirmation.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Assistant

Protector and Guardian of Slaves of each parish, shall transmit to the Protector
and Guardian of Slaves, at his office, in , the whole of the
returns made to him, with the original affidavits thereto annexed, within

next after such quarterly returns are complete; and if any
such Assistant Protector and Guardian of Slaves, shall himself be the owner
er manager of any plantation, he shall, with the returns, deliver to the
Protector and Guardian of Slaves, a transcript of the entries in his own
Punishment Reeord Book for the last preceding quarter of a year, with an
affidavit, sworn before one of the Justices of the Court of Common Pleas, in

the manner and form before-mentioned, under the same peealties as are

Anposed on other persons neglecting to make the returns, oF to take the oaths
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aforesaid ; provided, however, that such Assistant Protectors and Guardians of
Slaves may make such returns of the punishments inflicted on their ow,
Slaves twice only in each year, if they shall think proper so to do,
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector

and Guardian of Slaves shall record, in books to be kept by him for that
purpose, the whole of the returns, so to be made to him, preserving in his
office the originals of such returns and affidavits, and a distinct book shall be
kept for each parish, and in those books the returns shall be transcribed in
alphabetical order, according to the names of the plantations, and full and
exact indexes shall-be made to such books.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that on the

prosecution of the owner or manager of a plantation for inflicting on any
Slave any illegal punishment, if the Slave is produced in open Court, and if
the traces of a recent flogging shall appear on the person of such Slave, and
if the Slave shall, in open Court, declare such traces to be consequences of any
unlawful punishment or correction, and being duly examined by the court,
shall make a particular, consistent, and probable statement of all the circum.
stances attendant on such unlawful punishment, then, although such Slave
should not be by law a competent witness, the owner or manager shall be
bound to prove, either that the punishment, of which the traces are apparent,
was not inflicted by him, or by his procurement, or with his knowledge or
consgnt, or that the punishment was a lawful punishment within the meaning
of this Act, and was inflicted in the presence of one witness of free condition,
as ishereby required; and in default of suchprot such owner or manager
shall be convicted and judged guilty of the offence imputed to him, and no
such prosecution shall be discontinued, except in obedience to a written order
issued for that purpose by the Governor, under his hand and seal.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that persons

guilty of swearing falsely, or, being Quakers, of making a false affirmation,
under this Act, shall suffer such punishment as, by the law of the said Island
Antigua, may be inflicted on any persons guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that any person

convicted of any mjsdemeanor under this Act, shall, if of free condition,
‘become liable to a fine not exceeding » hor less than

» or to imprisonment for any time not exceeding
» nor less than » or both to fine and

imprisonment, at the discretion of the Court before which such conviction may
take place; and if the offender shall be a Slave, such Slave shall be punished
by imprisonment and hard labour for any time not exceeding
at the discretion of the Court before which the conviction may take place.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in case any

person shall be convicted of cruelty to any Slave, the Court may, at their discre-
tion, declare the right and interest of the person so convicted, in and to any such
Slave, to be absolutely forfeited to His Majesty.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that if any person

shall be twice convicted of inflicting upon any Slave, any cruel and unlawfal
punishment, the person so convicted shall, in addition to thepenalties before-men-
tioned, bedeclared by the Court before which such second conviction may take
place, absolutely incapable in the law to be the owner or proprietor, or to act as
the manager, overseer, or superintendent of any Slave or Slaves within the said
Island Antigua, and all Slaves of which any such person may, at the time of such
conviction, be the owner or proprietor, and all the right and interest of any such
person in any such Slave shall thenceforth be absolutely forfeited to His
Majesty: Provided always, that no forfeiture to His Majesty of any Slave, or of
any right or interest in any Slave, shall in any way diminish, affect, or take
away the right or interest of any person in or to such Slave, except the person
upon the conviction of whom any such forfeiture may be incurred.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that whenever any

such forfeiture as aforesaid shall accrue to His Majesty, it shall not be carried
into effect, by the actual seizure or sale of the forfeited property, until all the
particulars and circumstances of the case shall have been reported to his His

ajesty, through one of the Secretaries of State, and His Majesty’s pleasure
shall have been signified thereupon; but pending such reference, the orfeited
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roperty shall remain vested in His Majesty, subject to be divested, if His
Majesty shall be graciously pleased to remit the forfeiture.
And be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the Protector

and Guardian of Slaves, in his half-yearly returns to the Governor, shall state the

articulars of all the returns which by virtue of this Act may have been made
to him in the preceding half-year by the Assistant Protectors and Guardians of

Slaves within the several parishes of the Island, and the names of the persons if
any against whom he may in the preceding half year have instituted any
criminal prosecution under this Act.

Notes on the Billfor Regulating the Punishment of Slaves.

THE provisions contained in the first clause of the Bill proposed by His
Majesty’s Government, will be found to have been already fully embraced in

the Act for establishing a Court of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions for the

trial of Criminal Slaves, dated the 15th day of March 1821: Whereby Slaves

are directed to be tried for all capital offences with precisely the same formalities
in every respect (save only as to the evidence as before observed) as white or
free persons: And it is provided by the 17th clause, “that in all cases of the
“ trial of Slaves for felony without benefit of clergy, or other offences, which by
“ the laws of this Island are or may be punishable with death, the prosecution
‘shall be carried on at the suit of the Crown by the Attorney or Solicitor Ge-
“ neral, or by both those officers if thought necessary, and in their absence by
“ the senior King’s Counsel, and Counsel shall be assigned by the Court to the
“ Slave so charged with felony upon his or her application,or upon the applica-
“tion of his or her proprietor, on his or her behalf, or of the representative of
such proprietor.”
Although no provision has been actually made by law for such purpose ; yet

the carrying of the whip by the driver as an emblem of authority, or for the
purpose of coercion in the field, has for some time past been abolished in practice
on every well regulated estate, and where corporal punishment is absolutely
necessary the cat applied over the shoulders has been substituted for the cart
whip formerly used.

Provision has been already made by law, adopting, if not entirely, to a very
considerable extent, the regulations proposed by His Majesty’s Government in
these clauses as by the Act of the Island, No. 636, section 1, it is declared,
“that from and after the passing and publication of this Act, no Slave on any
« plantation or settlement, or in the common jail of this Island, shall at any
“time receive more than six lashes at one time and for one offence, unless the
“owner, attorney, guardian, executor or administrator, manageror overseer of
“such plantation or settlement, having such Slave in his care, or the keeper of
“the common jail, or one of the commissioners of the streets, or the super-
“intendent having the direction of such Slaves as may from time to time be
“ sentenced to hard labour upon the streets of the town of Saint John shall be
actually present ; and that no such owner, attorney, guardian, executor or ad-

“ ministrator, manager or overseer, jail keeper, commissioner, or ‘guperin-
“ tendent, or any other person whatsoever, shall on any account punisha Slave with
more than thirty-nine lashes at one time and for one offence, nor inflict nor

“ suffer to be inflicted such last-mentioned punishment, nor any other number
“of lashes on the same day, nor within fourteen days at least thereafter, nor
“ until the delinquent shall have fully recoveredfrom,the effects of any former
“ punishment, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every offence, to
“ be recovered against the person directing or permitting such punishment.”
The only distinction which has hitherto been considered necessary to be made

between the punishment of male and female Slaves (on account of the generally
insubordinate disposition of the women) has been provided for in the Act of the
Leeward Islands, No. 36, section 37, whereby it is declared, ‘ that every owner
“ or director of any female Slave within the Leeward Islands who shall be five
“ months gone with child, shall keep and detain such female Slave upon the
“estate to which she belongs at all times when the other Slaves are at work,
“but not employ her otherwise than in taking care of the children on the
“estate, or other light work, and such owner or director shall upon no account

Clause 2d.

Clause 3d.

Clause 4th and Sth.
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suffer such female Slave to quit the said estate at the times the other Slaves
“are at work and employed thereon, nor shall any such female Slave bepu-
* nished in any other manner than by confinement; and if any owner or director
* as aforesaid, shall offend against this clause in any respect, he shall forfeitfor
** the same the sum of five pounds.”
The local enactments on the subject of repetition and limitation of punish-

ments, have been already fully referred to in the Act, No. 636.
Plantation books orjournals of the daily occurrences on the estates are gene-

rally kept throughout the Islands, in which the punishments of Slaves areusually
inserted on every well regulated property. And although no returns are
actually required by law to be made of any punishments inflicted on Slaves,yet
it will be found on reference to the 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th clauses of
the Act of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, and by the 2d sectionof the Actofthe
Island of Antigua, No. 636, that it is now fully competent for anyMagistrate
to institute inquiries as often as he thinks proper, (on even probable intelligence,
of improper conduct into the treatment or punishment of Slaves.

In cases of persons, not owners of Slaves, beating or maltreating them, pro.
vision is already made by law for summarily proving the offence, it being by the
14th section of the Act of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, lawful for any two
Justices of Peace to put the offending party on his own oath, and to compel him
or her to answer to the charge; on refusal whereof, he or she is declared to be
considered as convicted, and made punishable as therein is mentioned; and
owners and directors themselves are expressly made liable to be indicted for
maltreatment, by the 15th clause of the same Act.

In cases therefore (not affecting the life of the individual) if the evidence of
Slaves shall be now admitted, presumptive proof would be unnecessary to be
resorted to, even as it regards such owner or director.
By several Acts of the Island, false swearing in any Court of Justice already

incurs the pains and penalties of wilful perjury.
The punishment of fine and imprisonment is already annexed by law to the

offences contemplated by the proposed Act.
The removal of ill-treated Slaves from the immediate possession of the owner,

pending the proceedings on any charge of cruelty or ill usage, and a subsequent
sale of such Slave, under the authority of the Court, in the event of conviction,
has been already provided for by law, by the 15th and 17th sections of the Act
of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, which declares as follows :
“That in order to remove any doubt which may arise, as to the legality or

“* propriety of punishing the owner or director of any Slave for any cruel con-
** duct towards such Slave, it is hereby expressly declared and enacted, that if
*€ any person shall cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, or imprison, or keep in confine-
“* ment without sufficient support any Slave under his or her direction or care,
‘¢ such person shall be indicted for the same, in the Superior Court of criminal
“ jurisdiction for the Island wherein such offence shall be committed, and upon
** being legally convicted thereof, shall suffer such punishment, by fine or 1m-
‘‘ prisonment, or both, as the Judges or Justices of said Court shall think
“* proper to inflict; and the said Judges or Justices are hereby authorized, if they
‘* shall deem it necessary for the further protection of the said Slave, to order
“ the Marshal or his Deputy to sell and dispose of such Slave to any person
“* (except the owner) at public outcry, and at the best price that can be procured
“ for such Slave; and the monies arising from such sale, after payment of the
“ fees, shall be paid to the person having the first lien thereon, and in case of no
* such prior lien, then to the owner of the said Slave.”
And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in case

any Justice of the Peace shall receive any complaint or intelligence, which he in
his own discretion shall think probable, that any Slave hath been mutilated,
cruelly punished, or otherwise maltreated or confined, without sufficient support,
it shall be lawful for such Justice of the Peace to call to his assistance some
other Justice, and then such two Justices shall be, and are hereby authorized
to order any constable to bring such Slave before them, or, if the case shall
require it, they are hereby authorized to go to such place where such Slave shall
be, and direct such Slave to be produced and shewn to them, that such inquiry
and other proceedings may be made and had, as shall be necessary for the
further prosecution of the offence; and that if such Justices shall think it
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roper or necessary, they shall be, and they are hereby authorized to send such

Slave to some public place of security, or to the workhouse, if any is provided

in the Island where such Slave shall live, to be there kept and detained, and

supported at the expense of the owner or director of such Slave, until further

inquiry shall be made into the fact according to law.

The additional penalties imposed and regulated by the 2oth, 21st, and 22d

clauses, would not appear to have been ever hitherto in any manner contem-

plated or provided for.
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A Bill to enable Slaves to acquire property, and to make provision
for the safe keeping of such property by the establishment of Banks
for Savings.

WHEREAS, by the invariable usage of Antigua, and which usage lath

been sanctioned by various existing enactments, persons in a state of slavery

have hitherto been permitted to acquire and enjoy certain property, free from

the control of their owners, and it is expedient.that such laudable practice

should be still further recognized and established by law: We, therefore, your

Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Governor and Commander-in-

Chief, in and over your Majesty’s Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda,

and the Council and Assembly of this your Majesty's Island of Antigua, do

humbly pray your Most Excellent Majesty, that 1t may be enacted and ordained,

and be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that

no person in the Island ofAntigua, being in a state of slavery, shall, on a¢count

of such his or her condition, be, or be deemed to be, incompetent to purchase,

acquire, hold, or alienate property, but every such Slave shall be, and is hereby

declared to be competent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, alienate, and dispose

of lands sitaate in Antigua, or money, cattle, implements or utensils of fas.

bandry, or household furniture, and other effects, of such or the like nature, of

what value and amount soever; provided, that this Act shall not extend to

revoke or alter any law now in force in the Island of Antigua, respecting the

manner in which Slaves may cultivate land for their own advantage, or to autho-

rize the sale of any articles heretofore prohibited to be sold or disposed of by

Slaves, or by any other person or persons on their behalf; and provided also,

that this Act shall not extend to authorize any Slave to acquire, or to become

the owner of any kind of arms, gunpowder, or ammunition.

And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that it shall be lawful for the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, or the owner or

proprietor, or director of any Slave, on any application to be made to him or her,

by such Slave, to bring, maintain, prosecute, and defend any suit or action, on

behalf of any such Slave, in any Court of Justice in this Island Antigua, for

or in respect of any property which may lawfully be held by such Slave, as

fully and amply, to all intents and purposes, as may now by law be done by

persons of free condition.
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that for the better preserving the property ofany such Slaves, Banks for Savings

shall be established within the said Island Antigua, and interest at the rate of

per cent. per annum, shall be allowed upon every sum deposited in any

such bank; which interest shall be charged upon His Majesty’s revenue within

the said Island of Antigua.
And be it, and it is‘hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that any Slave, making any deposit of money in any such Savings Bank, shall

be at liberty to make a declaration of the manner in which, and of the persons

to whom, in the event of his or her death, the amount of such deposits shall be

paid; and suchdeclaration shall be recorded in a book to be kept for that pur-

pose at the Savings Bank where such deposit may be made; and upon the
death of the Slave making such declaration, the same shall be taken to be the

last will of such Slave; in the absence of any other will; and in case any Slave

shall marry after making any such declaration, the marriage shall be taken to

be a revocation of the declaration; and if any Slave shall die intestate, and

without having made any such declaration remaining unrevoked at the time of
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his or her death, the property of the Slave shall be disposed of in favour of such
persons as, by virtue of the statutes of distribution of intestate’s estates, would
according to the law of England, be entitled to any such property, ,
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid

that the Savings Banks throughout the Island shall be under the protection and
control of the Protector and Guardian of Slaves; and the Governor of the
Island shall have authority to appoint such proper officers, and make suchNe-
cessary rules and regulations, as will be best adapted for managing the business
of such Banks, and for ensuring order and punctuality therein, and forprevent-
ing misapplication of any money which may be there deposited; provided,
that such regulations be not repugnant to this Act, and that the same be trans-
mitted to England for His Majesty’s approbation.
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by theauthority aforesaid,

that no deposit of money shall, at any one time, or in any one week, bereceived
at any Bank for Savings, from any Slave, exceeding the sum of in the
whole, unless at the time of tendering such deposit the Slave shall produce the
writtenconsent of his owner or manager to such deposit being made; and if
any Slave shall be desirous, at any one time, or in any one week, to make a
larger deposit, and the owner shail refuse his consent, then the Protector of
Slaves, upon application made to him for that purpose, shall issue a summons,
requiring the owner or manager to appear before him at some particular time
and place, and if the person being so cited shall not appear, or appearing, shall
not Jay before the Protector and Guardian of Slaves sufficient cause why the de.
posit should not be made, then such Protector and Guardian of Slaves shall
issue an order, in writing, requiring the manager of the Savings Bank to receive
the amount of the deposit, and the same shall be received by him accordingly,
And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

that in his half-yearly returns to the Governor, the Protector and Guardian of
Slaves shall, amongst other things, state the amount of the sums of money de-
posited ‘in any Savings Banks in the said Island Antigua, in the preceding half
year.

' . Acquirement of Property by Slaves.

IT would appear that Slaves have, by immemorial usage, been permitted
in Antigua to hold, and absolutely enjoy in their own right, property of a cer-
tain description; and have never been restricted by law from selling any arti-
cles whatever under a ticket from the owners, which it was always competent
for an industrious and well disposed Negro to obtain. The usage alluded to
will be found expressly recognized in the following enactments, viz.
By the 14th clause of the Act of the Leeward Islands, No. 36, already noticed

in the Observations made on the Bill for the Protector of Slaves, “ any white
“ or free coloured person taking away from a Slave any article or thing what-
“ soever for which a ticket shall be producedfrom the owner or director, or
“* any stock, vegetables, provisions, grass, tops, voura, or any article or thing
“ which such Slave shall be authorised, by any present or future existing laws,
“* usages, or customs of the Island, to sell or possess, or shall, after purchasing
“them, refuse to pay for them, or otherwise injure or destroy such articles,”
shall be punished in the manner particularly expressed in the Act, which esta-
blishes a summary jurisdiction for the purpose by two justices (an easier remedy,
it is submitted, to the Slave, if duly enforced, than the bringing or maintaining
any action or suit at law regarding such property).
By the 4th clause of the Act of the Island of Antigua, No. 130, “ Persons

“ dealing with Slaves for sugar, cotton, tobacco, or other goods, without leave
“from the owner or director, are required to be bound over to the Sessions for
“ punishment.” And by the Act No. 176, sect. 19th, it is declared, “ That
** if any person or persons whatsoever shall thereafter buy, barter, or truck for
“ or receive, by any means, of or from any Slave or Slaves, any sugar, cotton,
“ rum, molasses, ginger, and other goods or chattels (except only logs ofwood,
“fire wood, crabs, fresh fish, dunghill fowls, kids, hogs, and ground provi-
“ sions of the produce of this Island), without leave given by the owner to such
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«¢ Slave to sell the same, such persons shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and
« punishable as is therein mentioned.”

Slaves also stand, very properly, by law, precluded from owning or dispos-

ing of copper, lead, brass, or other articles generally used on estates, from the

obvious temptation to plunder which would be afforded bya right to possess such

articles. And by the Act of this Island, No. 649, commonly called the “ Police
Act,” sections 12 and 13, Slaves are further restricted from selling sugar, rum,

molasses, or sugar canes, and are required on working days to be furnished with

a pass from the owner, declaring the articles entrusted for sale, or permitted to

be disposed of by such Slave, with the particulars thereof. And, lastly,

By the Act of this Island, No. 176, sections 35 and 36, it is made “ unlaw-

“fal for Slaves to hold arms or gunpowder*; and a penalty of ten pounds,
« Jawful money of the Island, is imposed on any person selling, bartering, or

« giving to any Slave, any fire arms, cutlass, or offensive weapon, except such

“as are given for watching.”

These Enactments, therefore, will be found to have already embraced several

of the provisions intended to be introduced by His Majesty’s Government.

* Subsequently extended to the sale of shot and flints by the 7th Section of Act, dated 5th
July 1823.
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ST. CHRISTOPHER.

No. 1.

My Lorp, St. Christopher's, 1st March 1826.
I HAVE the honour to forward a copy of my Speech to the two branches of

the Legislature of this Island at the opening of the present Session, their
addresses, and my replies; and I have much pleasure in informing your
Lordship, that a Bill for the Amelioration of the Slave Population has been
introduced, read the first time, and ordered to be printed.

I have, &e.
(Signed) CHARLES WILLIAM MAXWELL.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &c. &c.

To His Honour the President and the Honourable the Members of
Council. ,

To the Honourable the Speaker and the Members of the House of
Assembly.

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Council,

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

THE deep interest which I take and mustever feel in the welfare of a Colony
which, by the gracious pleasure of His Majesty, has for so long a period been
confided to my administration, causes me to meet its Legislature upon the pre-
sent occasion with no ordinary feelings of satisfaction.
These feelings arise from the hope which I entertain, that the season of depres-

sion which these valuable Colonies have so long and so patiently endured, has
passed away; and from the measures which His Majesty’s Government have
matured and promulgated for the advancement of the best interests of this
part of the Empire.
And here we are bound by a common tie of gratitude for the paternal solici-

tude of our Sovereign, in providing for our spiritual wants by the establishment
of Episcopal jurisdiction; a measure which, by the election of a Prelate so emi-
nent for his zeal and virtues, cannot fail, under the blessing of God, to produce
the most beneficial results.
Nor is it to the spiritual interests of these Colonies that this solicitude has been

confined ; by wise and liberal regulations, the great distinction which marked
the commercial policy of the parent country as affecting her Colonies, and the
shackles which heretofore were placed on your commerce and navigation, are
for ever broken.

I believe that I am the faithful echo of the public voice of this community,
in the expectation that your deliberations, and the measures to be founded
thereon, will correspond with the generous decisions that have been made in
your favour; and that you will, in reference to the first point which I have
brought under your consideration, give effect to the pious wish of our Bishop,
by affording the means of instruction to the indigent male and female children
of this Island; and by a law which will scarcely affect the public resources, you
will rescue your Clergy from the degradation of trafficking with Colonial pro-
duce, which, with only one exception, they now receive as a provision for their
respective stipends, and that you will give your assistance whenever it may tend
to advance the great object of religious instruction and of our spiritual welfare.
"In regard to the second point to which, as affecting your temporal interests,
Thave adverted, I am confident it is not necessary that I should ask for any
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corresponding measure on your part, or that I should repeat the just expecta-
tion of His Majesty’s Government, that such measures affecting the welfare of
the Slave population of this Island, should be at once adopted.

I have only here to refer to the pledge which was so honourably given by the
Authorities, which are now, I trust, for the public benefit vested in you; which
pledge I proudly feel you will redeem. .

I may not conceal the regret which I experience, that the performance of a
promise—a promise placing this Colony so high in the public estimation, has
been, from causes which I am aware do not in any respect affect its sincerity,
so long delayed; and I only now discharge an imperious, but I believe a super.
fluous duty, in bringing the subject under your immediate notice.

. (Signed) C.W. MAXWELL, Capt. Gen,
St. Christopher, January 19, 1826.

 

Reply from the House of Assembly.

To His Excellency Charles William Maxwell, Esquire, Companion
of the most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Colonel in
the Army, Captain General and Governor-in-Chief in and over the
Islands of St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands,
Chancellor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c.

May it please your Excellency,
IN reply to your communication, made at the opening of the present Session,

to theHouse of Assembly, the Members of that branch of the Legislature beg
leave to return their acknowledgments for those feelings of satisfaction which
you have expressed at again meeting them.
The Assembly fully indulge with your Excellency the pleasing hope, that

the clouds which have so long hovered over this portion of the Western Hemi-
sphere, are passing away; though we must still admit that a very partial gleam
-of the general prosperity, which pervades the Mother Country, has as yet shone
onthis part of her possessions, ‘The restrictions removed from our commerce
May in time realize the anticipations which you have expressed ; but we are still
too much fettered with oppressive duties on our staple commodities to derive
any considerable present benefit.

-_ With reference to that part of yout Excellency’s Speech which treats of His
Majesty’s paternal solicitude as regards our spiritual welfare, we can entertain but
an unmixed feeling of gratitude for the appointment of an Episcopal Establish-
ment; and of a Prelate who appears, even from the briefknowledge we have of
him, so well calculated to further the views of His Majesty’s Government;
and while we look forward with the deepest interest to the good that must result
from his labours, and those of a zealous Clergy under his charge, in imparting
religious instruction to our Slave Population, on a more extensive scale, we can-
not refrain from auguring that much benefit must and will be acquired by the
Colonies comprising his diocese, by his impartial and disinterested testimony;
for his personal observations must enable him to refute those calumnious charges
which are so profusely heaped upon us by a persecuting faction from the most
base and self-interested motives.
We shall be most ready to co-operate with our worthy Prelate in as far as

our means will permit in the improvementofour church establishments, the for-
mation of schools, and diffusion of religious instruction:—We also concur in
the expediency of an alteration as to the mode of provision hitherto adopted
for the labours of the Clergy.
We admit in its fullest extent the imperious necessity that exists of redeeming

the pledge already given as to the full and fair consideration of measures tending
to the improvement of the Slave Population, and so far to ameliorate their con-
dition, that they may gradually acquire those habits and principles which may
enable them in time to obtain the station ofa free peasantry. But whilst we
make such admission, we must still remember that we have an equally imperi-
ous duty to perform, that of not losing sight of those land-marks of our own
security aad welfare, which are equally essential to the present and future well-
being ofthe Slave and of the Master.

(Signed) W. WHARTON RAWLINS, Speaker.
Assembly Rooms, Feb. 6, 1826.
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. Reply from the Honourable the Board of Council.

To His Excellency Charles William Maxwell, Esquire, Companion
of the most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Colonel in the
Army, Captain General, and Governor-in-Chief, in and over the
Islands of Saint Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin
Islands, Chancellor,Vice-Admiral,and Ordinary of the sane, &c. &e.

Sir,
WE the Members of Council return our cordial thanks to your Excellency

for the Speech you addressed to us at the opening of the Session, and no less

for the kind concern which your Excellency takes in the best interests of this

Colony.
.

Wetrust that your Excellency’s warm anticipations of the improving con-
dition of these Colonies will be amply realized. We feel indeed the deepest
gratitude for the solicitude which His Majesty’s Government has expressed for
the well-being of the inhabitants of this part of the dominion, both in the new

- modelling the commercial laws, and in establishing episcopal jurisdiction. We
hope that the kind and liberal intentions manifested in the first-mentioned
measure will produce to the Colonies all those beneficial results which we are
convinced they were designed to convey. It is impossible to entertain the

smallest doubt as to the salutary effect of the other measure to which your Ex-

cellency has adverted. It is not too much to say of it, that nothing could have
been devised more eminently calculated to improve the moral and spiritual con-
dition of all classes of persons in the Colonies, and thus to ensure their peace now,
and their happiness in eternity ; and we are confident that the learning, virtues,
and zeal of the prelate chosen to preside over the church establishment, must
render all our hopes and expectations on this important subject doubly sure. We
encourage the hope that the deliberations and measures of the Board of Coun-
cil will ever shew our feelings on these subjects, and that we shall consequently
be ready at all times cordially to co-operate with the House of Assembly in
any designs which may have the instruction of all classes of the rising genera-
tion, the more respectable provision for the clergy, and the general advancement
of the cause of our holy religion for their object. We have long felt the serious
disadvantages of the present mode of remunerating the clergy for their spiritual —

labours, and we are ready to join in proper measures for amending this objec-
tionable part of our institutions.
We are about to enter immediately into the discussion of the important sub-

ject towhich your Excellency so strongly calls our attention, with a sincere
disposition to go as far in the proposed alterations as a due regard to the safety
of our establishment will permit; and we anxiously hope the result may be
satisfactory to His Majesty's Government.

(Signed) STEDMAN RAWLINS, President.
JOHN WOODLEY.
JAMES DAVOREN.
R. W. PICKWOOD.
ISAAC DUPREY.

Council Chamber, February 17th 1826.

 

No. 2.

Sir, Downing Street, 19th March 1826.

WHENIhad the honour of communicating to you the Resolutions of the
House of Commons in 1823, you were instructed to bring under the considera-
tion of the Council and Legislative Assembly of St. Christopher's some of the
measures which His Majesty’s Government recommended for improving the
condition of the Slave population.

In 1824 I had the honour of communicating to you a copy of the Trinidad
Order in Council, containing, with the others, the further measures which His
Majesty's Government considered it to be their duty to propose for carrying into
effect in His Majesty’s Colonies the Resolutions of the House of Commons.
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The measures recommended in these communications provided, first, for the
improvement of the condition of the Slave population; secondly, for the ma.
numission of Slaves on such principles as would give to the Slaves, on the one
hand, a means of acquiring their freedom, or that of their families, and on the
other, secure to the owner, by an equitable appraisement, a full indemnification
for the loss which he might experience by their manumission. In directing you
to lay this Order before the Council and Legislative Assembly, I thought it de-
sirable, in the first instance, that it should be left for them to proceed in such
manner as might appear to them advisable for taking all these several measures
into their consideration.

Since that time you have renewed your representations, but I am jot in-
formed that the Committee to which the subject had been referred, had made
any progress, and your expectations of a favourable issue appear to have ceased,
You will, in again addressing yourself to the Assembly, have to communi-

cate to them the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords with the Reso-
lutions of the House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring the whole
subject under the consideration of the Assembly in a more distinct shape, I
shall take an early opportunity of sending out to you all the measures contained
in the Trinidad Order of Council, classed under separate heads, and accom.
panied with such explanations as may be necessary, with a view of placing in
a clearer light the effect of some of those provisions which I have reason to believe
have been misunderstood.
On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for

having Bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in such
manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of St. Christopher's,
When these Bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to be

brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly may
have them separately before them, and either pass them in the shape in which
they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifications of their
provisions as the Assembly may deem expedient, unless (what I anxiously de-
precate) they should come to the decision of rejecting them.
The Assembly will thus be placed in full possession of all which His Majes-

ty’s Government contemplate for carrying into effect the Resolutions of the two
Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations will enable His Ma-
jesty’s Government to judge whether it will be necessary to take any other course
for the attainment of that object.

If you should have it in your power to announce to me that the Council and
Assembly have agreed to Bills substantially carrying into effect all the several
measures which have thus been brought under their consideration, it will only
remain for me, in communicating to you His Majesty’s allowance of those Bills,
to congratulate you and the Legislature of St. Christopher's on the establish-
ment of a system, both for the improvement of the condition of the Slave po-
pulation, and for providing for the manumission of Slaves or of their families, on
a principle of equitable appraisement ; which system will have fully carried into
effect the Resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament. Nothing will then
remain, but to provide for the improvement of the judicial system, and for its
accommodation to the present state of the whole community, including the Slave
population the means of accomplishing this object will be facilitated by the

eport of the Commissioners of Legal Inquiry, who, as you are aware, have
been employed for that purpose in the examination of the Constitution and
practice of all the Courts of Justice in the Island.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Governor Maxwell, C. B.
&c. &e. &e

No. 3.

Sir, Downing Street, 21st May 1826.
IN my despatch to yon dated the 19th of March last, I had the honour to

announce to you thatI should take an early opportunity of sending out to you
all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order in Council classed under
separate heads,
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In the enclosed papers will be found all the provisions of the Order in Coun-
cil of the 10th March 1824, for improving the condition of Slaves in the
Island of ‘Trinidad, with all such modifications of that Order as have been
introduced by any subsequent Enactments.
These enclosures relate to the eight following subjects :—First, The office of

Protector and Guardian of Slaves.—Secondly, The admission of the Evidence
of Slaves in Civil and Criminal Cases,—Thirdly, The Manumission of Slaves.—
Fourthly, The Intermarriage of Slaves.—Fifthly, The Observance of Sunday,
and the Abolition of Public Markets on that day.—Sixthly, The Acquisition of
property by Slaves, and the Establishment of Savings Banks for the better
protection of it.—Seventhly, ‘The Separation of Families under Judicial Pro-
cess. —And, Eighthly, The Punishment of Slaves, with the Record to be kept
of such punishments, when inflicted by the authority of theOwner.-
To each of these enclosures I have subjoined notes explanatory of the devi-

ations which may be found in them from the rules originally promulgated in
the Order in Council of the 10th of March 1824.
[havealsothe honour to enclose copiesofmy official correspondenceon this sub-

ject with the Governor of Trinidad, and the Lieutenant Governor af Demerara.
From the perusal ofthat correspondence youwill learn the views which have been
taken by His Majesty’s Government of the various objections which have been
successively urged against the different provisions of the Order in Council, and
you will perceive what parts ofthe Law are regarded as of primary and essen-
tial importance,

I am perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing in this
country, and without more local knowledge than is attainable here, enactments
upon a subject so comprehensive and important, which are to have their opera-
tion in St. Christopher; I am aware also, that upon some of the topics com-
prised.in thesepapers the wishes of His Majesty’s Gavernment have already,to
a certain extent, been anticipated by the existing Laws of the Island, and that
without a very intimate and practical acquaintance with those Laws, it may
perhaps not be possible safely to fratne new legislative provisions on the same,
or similar subjects.

In transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not therefore propose them
as-drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, nor probably with-
out some material alterations. My object in this communication has rather
been to explain anew, and in the fullest manner, the measures which His
Majesty’s Government desire to introduce; and I bave for this purpose adopted
the form and language of Legislative Acts, because in no other way could those
views be explained with equal accuracyand precision. His Majesty will, how-
ever, be ready to confirm any Laws in which the Legislature of St. Christopher
may effectually embody these principles, and give effect to those intentions,
however much such Laws may depart from the enclosed drafts, in arrangement,
language, or minor details.
You will therefore, immediately on receiving this despatch, make a -confi-

dential communication onthe subject to the Law Officers of the Crown within
your Government, transmitting to them a copy of this despatch and its enclo-
sures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the drafts ofas
many distinct Bills, as they may think best adapted for. giving full and complete
effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, as explained in the enclosed
drafts. In performing this duty they will of course have regard not only to
such local circumstances as may necessarily affect the form and language of
those enactments, but also to any of the existing Laws of the Colony, in which
the same, or similar provisions may be found. ‘They will also consider how far
a consolidation of such former Acts with, the projected Bills may be practicable
or convenient, and they will report to you in writing every material observation
pich they may have to offer upon the form and structure of the proposed
ws,
As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these measures

can_be most properly brought forward, you will take the most convenient
method in your power for introducing them to the consideration of the Legis-
dative Council and Assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind you of the
necessity of proceeding on this occasion with such discretion, and with sucha
regard to the constitutional privileges of the Council and Assembly, as to afford

Vide Bahamas.

Presented to Parlia-
ment Session 1826.
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no reasonable cause for any jealousy or complaint on the part of those bodies
Upon this subject you will exercise your own judgment, with all the advantages
to be derived from your acquaititance with the established usages of the Colonial
Legislature.
At the conclusion of the Session, you will transmit to me, with the least

possible delay, a report of the progress which may have been made incarryin
these intentions of His Majesty’s Government into effect; and in case that this
object shall not have been effectually accomplished, you will accompany that
report by a distinct reference to each clause of each of the drafts enclosed,
stating in detail the reasons which may have prevented the adoption of any of
those clauses, and distinguishing with precision what parts of the clauses
recommended have been enacted, and what parts have been rejected by the
Legislature. In those cases, where the existence of previous enactments ma
have been thought to render any further legislation unnecessary, you will at the
same time call my attention to such previous enactments, of which you will
transmit copies.

I have thus once more directed your attention to this most important
subject, and I cannot close the present despatch without again reminding you
that His Majesty’s Government will feel the most lively interest in the result
of the deliberations of the Legislative Council and Assembly. I am not
disposed to anticipate the continued rejection of the enactments so earnestly
and anxiously looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and by every class of
society in this kingdom. On the contrary, I must still hope that it will shortly
be in my power to lay before His Majesty, Acts of the Assembly of St. Chris.
topher, fully carrying into effect the spirit of the various provisions, whichby
His commands, I have now the honour to transmit to you.

I have, &c.
Governor Maxwell, C. B. (Signed) BATHURST.

&e. &e. &e.
 

No. 4.

“Extract of a Despatchfrom Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathurst, dated
Government-House, St, Christopher, 7th Oct. 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that in consequence of Mr,
Woodley, the Attorney General, having suggested to me the possibility that an
‘impediment might arise in the Assembly proceeding to take the Bill for the
appointment of a Guardian of Slaves into consideration, as that measure had
been already rejected by the House of Assembly, and as it was not usual to
renew such measure in the same Session of Parliament, he advised me to exer-
cise the prerogative entrusted to me by His Majesty to dissolve the Assembly,
and issue writs for electing a new House. This has been carried into effect;
and I have the honour to enclose copies of my speech to the Legislature on
meeting it; and of the Addresses from both branches,’ with my replies. I have
great gratification in drawing your Lordship’s attention to the Address from the
Council, and I have equal pleasure in assuring your Lordship, that I am fully
persuaded of the earnest inclination of that Board to fulfil the wishes of His
Majesty’s Government; and it is with considerable regret that I cannot have
the same satisfaction in submitting that from the House of Assembly, the ten-
dency of which Address appears to be unfavourable to the true interests of the
constituents.

Mr. Attorney General Woodley has prepared four Bills from the heads of
those transmitted byyourLordship, and they have been introduced into the House
of Assembly by Mr. Smith, one of the King’s Council. The first, that for the
appointment of a Guardian or Protector of Slaves on the 15th ultimo; and on
the 6th instant, the three following were read the first time, and ordered to be
read the second time on the next meeting, which will be the 2oth instant;
second, An Act for the suppression of public markets on Sunday, and for pre-
venting Slaves being compelled to labour on that day; third, An Act to enable
Slaves to acquire, hold, and dispose of property, and to make provision for the
safe keeping of such property, by the establishment of Banks for Savings;
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also to regulate the admission of the evidence of Slaves in the Courts of

Justice in St. Christopher; for regulating the celebration of Marriages amongst

Slaves, and for declaring such Marriages valid and effectual in law; and to

revent the separation of Slaves, being members of the same family, by virtue

ofany legal process; fourth, An Act for preventing abuses in the punishment

of Slaves, whether such punishment is inflicted in due course of Jaw, or by
- the authority of the master; also to regulate the proceedings for the
manumission of Slaves, and to enable Slaves under certain restrictions to
urchase their own freedom.
These Bills are ordered to be printed for the information of the Members

of the Legislature; from whatI can learn of their opinion, and that of other
persons in the community,it appears that theGreatest objection will be to the
appointment of the Guardian of Slaves, which I much regret, as I feel con-

vinced that without some provision of the kind, the Slaves will not have the
protection and support to which their forlorn situation so justly entitles

them.

To his Honour the President and the Honourable the Members of
His Majesty’s Council.

To the Honourable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,

I HAVE, with the advice of my Privy Council, exercised the prerogative of

the Crown in issuing writs for the election of a House of Assembly for this
Island, in order that the public voice should be expressed, as far as may be,
upon the important subject which I shall more immediately press upon your
attention, as requiring your earliest deliberation; and in order that you may
proceed to that deliberation unfettered with any difficulties, either formal or
substantial, that might have prevented the question being met solely on its
intrinsic merits. ‘The subject to which I advert, is the several measures which

His Majesty’s Government recommends for the amelioration of the Slave popu-
lation. You are officially in possession of the solemn pledge given by that
Government, that these measures shall be adopted; and you are aware, even if
there could be a doubt, of the firm determination of those to whom this subject
is confided, to accomplish that which they have undertaken, and that the Par-
liament, supported by the universal voice of the nation, will see that pledge
redeemed. .

It is highly honourable to this Colony, and gratifying to all interested in its
character and welfare, that so much has been done for the benefit of the Slave;

and I trust, that on approaching the important subject with calm consideration,
and those sound views of policy which are so indispensibly requisite on this im-
portant occasion, you will cheerfully adopt those measures held to be soessential
to the welfare of the Slave; which will be found in no respect to injure the
interest of the master, but on the contrary, by raising this degraded class in the
moral scale of the creation, it will become a more orderly, intelligent, and more

valuable fund of labour.
Experiencing daily inconvenience from the impossibility of consulting a

copy of the Colonial Laws, I regret it is my duty again to urge you to mature

the plan which has been so long suggested for their publication 5 and I deplore
that any thing has been allowed to delay the execution of the assurances which
have been so repeatedly given on this subject.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

The attention which has been so beneficially bestowed by your Honourable
House on the finances of the country, satifies me, that every thing in this respect

will be done by you, which the public credit, and consequently the public

interest demands.
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Mr. President, and the Honourable the Members of His Majesty’s Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

The uninterrupted harmony so happily subsisting between the executive and
legislative authorities, is a source of high consolation to me, as evidence that m
administration has had the public welfare for its object, and that your views
have been the same: I therefore find myself united to this community by no or.

dinary ties; and should I be permitted to witness your returning prosperity, be
assured, I shall consider it an advancement of my own.

(Signed) C. W. MAXWELL, Captain General,
St. Christopher's, 5th September 1826.

To his Excellency Charles William Maxwell, Esquire, Companion of
the Most Honourable and Military Order of the Bath, Colonel in
the Army, Captain General and Governor-in-Chief in and over St.
Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands, Chancellor,
Vice-Admiral, and Ordinaryof the same, &c. &c. &c.

Sir,
WE the Members of His Majesty's Council of Saint Christopher, beg leave

to offer to your Excellency our thanks for the measures you have taken to bring
to the early consideration of the legislature the important subject of the Bills
recommended by His Majesty’s Government to be passed for the melioration of
the condition of the Slave population.
We assure your Excellency, that we entertain a very sincere disposition to

promote the welfare of the Slaves, and that we will enter upon the consideration
of the measures about to be proposed with every desire to comply, as far as we
can with safety, with the recommendation of the Government and the wishes
of Parliament.
Your Excellency’s observations respecting the want of printed copies of the

laws, shall meet our early attention.
It is matter of great satisfaction to us, that your Excellency so highly ap-

preciates the harmony which exists between the executive and legislative
authorities. We entirely agree with you in the inference drawn from that gra-
tifying circumstance; and we feel most sensibly, and return our warmest
acknowledgments for the kind interest you take in our concerns.

(Signed) STEDMAN RAWLINS, Presideat.
JOHN WOODLEY,
J. DAVOREN.
DANIEL GATEWARD DAVIS.
G. O'MALEY.

Council Chamber, 15th September 1826.

Governor Maxwell's Reply.

To his Honour the President and the Honourable the Members of
His Majesty’s Council.

GENTLEMEN,
I BEG leave to express to you my perfect reliance on the assurance of your

sincere disposition to promote the welfare of the Slaves, and that you will give
the proposed measure for the amelioration of their condition your cordial and
sincere support.

It is highly gratifying to me, to beassured by your Honourable Board, that I
have properly estimated the harmony which exists between the executive and
legislative authorities, and I receive with unfeigned gratification your very
obliging acknowledgment of the anxiety I have, and always shall feel for the
prosperity and happiness of this Colony.

_ (Signed) CHARLES WM. MAXWELL, Captain General.
St. Christopher's, 6th October 1826.
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To His Excellency Charles William Maxwell, Esquire, Companion
of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Colonel in
the Army, Captain General and Governor-in-Chief in and over
the Islands of St.-Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin
Islands, Chancellor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the same,
&e. Ke.

May IT PLEASE YouR EXcELLENCY,
WE, the Members of the Assembly of St. Christopher, take leave to thank

your Excellency for the Speech which you were pleased to deliver to the
Legislature at the opening of the present Session.
We duly appreciate the truly constitutional mode adopted by your Ex-

eellency, in dissolving the last and convening the present Assembly, for the
purpose of ascertaining: the expression ofthe public voice upon the vitally
important matters relating to the protection and government of the Slave
population, and adverted to by your Excellency, as being about to be submitted
to our consideration.

It was with considerable pain and regret, that this House was attracted to
that part of your Excellency’s address which designates the Slave population
generally as “a degraded class in the moral scale of Creation ;” an observation
often repeated by the enemies of the Colonies, and imputed to the tyrannical
acts of the master, and as often clearly refuted.

The House of Assembly would willingly have permitted this incidental
expression to pass unnoticed, as they fully believe it could not have been con-
templated by your Excellency, that it would have the effect of furnishing the
inveterate faction in the Mother Country, with an unfounded and absurd
reproach, that the Slave population are a degraded class in the scale of
Creation, arising from the cupidity and tyrannical conduct of their masters.
We appeal, and appeal with confidence too, to every impartial mind that may
be acquainted with the subject, for its absolute and complete contradiction.
We agree with your Excellency, that it is highly expedient, that the laws

ofthe Island should be in a state of immediate and convenient access to
every person interested in them; and when the contemplated measure of
revising the old, and enacting new laws for the protection and government of
the Slaves (which will comprise the most important feature in the code) shall
have been concluded, our best attention shall be given to this important
object.
Our earliest consideration will necessarily be directed to the state of the

public finances, and while a due regard is had to. the just interests of the
public servant, and due respect for the engagements with the public creditor,
a system of the most rigid economy must prevail, in order that the expenditure
may not exceed the income, and thereby render any addition of taxation on
the community unnecessary.
We cannot conclude without assuring your Excellency, that the House will,

at all times, be much gratified to find that an uninterrupted harmony of action
and feeling shall subsist between the legislative and executive branches of this
Government; and that no effort of this branch of the legislative shall be
wanting that can tend to so beneficial and desirable a result, consistent with
the paramount duty they owe to the protection of interests and welfare of their
constituents.

(Signed) WILLIAM WHARTON RAWLINS, Speaker.

Assembly Room, 15th September 1826.

Governor Maxwells Reply.

- To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House of
Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,
I AM happy to find you approve of the convening a new House of Assembly,

for the’ purpose of considering the important matters relating to the Slave
population, which His Majesty’s Government has directed to be laid before
you,
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I regret exceedingly that you should have felt it necessary to animadyert
upon an expression in my Speech ; it certainly was not contemplated by me,
and I beg to be allowed to say, that I do not now feel that it can be perverted
to the ill-purposes, which you apprehend.

I trust the important measures I have submitted to your serious deli.
beration, will meet with your immediate attention, and that you will afford
your cordial co-operation in fulfilling the urgent and repeated expectations of
His Majesty’s Government on this subject.

(Signed) CHARLES WILLIAM MAXWELL,
St. Christopher, 6th October 1826.

 

No. 5.

Government House, St Christopher's,
My Lorp, 7th October 1826.

I HAVE already bad the honour to apprise your Lordship that the Slave
Amelioration Bills for Nevis, were given to Mr. Solicitor-General Forbes, to
prepare and introduce into the House of Assembly, that gentleman had fal-
filled the duty of framing them, when he was attacked with a violent and
dangerous illness, which I am apprehensive will prevent his ever again
attending to public business, and has obliged him to return to England ; these
important Bills have been transferred to the management of Mr.Peterson,
the senior King’s Council, and a Member of the House of Assembly at Nevis,
who introduced them on the 23d ultimo, and they were read the first time;
there appears to have been some discussion on the period of their being read
a second time, which was at length ordered to be done in six weeks; during
this period, I hope those Members who are inimical to the most material
provisions of the Bills will form a more favourable opinion of them.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) C. W. MAXWELL.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

No. 6.

Sir, Downing Street, 16th November 1826.
1 HAVE received your despatch of the 7th ultimo, No. 47, in which you

inform me, that the Attorney-General had preparedfour Slave Bills from the
heads of those transmitted by me, and that they had heen introduced into the
Assembly, It appears that in these four Bills are comprised the measures
which by me were distributed into eight; that the third contains theprovi-
sions respecting property, evidence, marriage and the separation of families;
the fourth, those respecting punishments and manumissions; which six dis-
tinct and independent subjects are thus associated in two Bills. I have,
therefore, to call your attention to the following instructions contained in my
despatch of the 19th March last:
“On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for

* having Bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in
‘ such manner as may be most conformable to the existing Laws of St. Chris-
*‘ topher. When these Bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause
‘them to be brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the
“ Assembly may have them separately before them.”
And I am to request that you will explain in what mauner, under the dis-

tribution above recited, you propose to obtain the important object which these
instructions, thus specially directed, should be carefully kept in view, namely,
that of securing a separate consideration of the several Bills and respective
decisions.

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Governor Maxwell, C. B.
&e. &e. &e.
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NEVIS.

No. 1.

Extractfrom a Letterfrom James Colquhoun, Esq. Colomal Agentfor
Nevis, to Earl Bathurst, dated 1st September 1826.

« AS the enclosed Bill, although not signed by the Governor, ‘has been

passed by the Council and Assembly, and officially signed by the Speaker and

Clerk of the Assembly, and by the Clerk of the Council, I take the liberty to

transmit it to your Lordship, in the hope that it may be presented to Parlia-
ment, should any untoward circumstance prevent the receipt in due time, of the

Bills intended to supersede it.” ‘

NEVIS.

An Act to legalize the Marriages of Slaves in the Island of Nevis, to
declare their property secured to them by Law; to render them
competent witnesses under certain restrictions ; to regulate proceed-

ings at Law respecting them in Civil and Criminal cases; and fur-
ther to ameliorate their condition.

WHEREAS the two branches of the Legislature of this your Majesty’s Island

of Nevis, have for some time past had under their most serious and anxious

consideration the recommendation of your Majesty's Government relating to

the Slave population, and more especially your Majesty’s Royal Order in Coun-

cil for improving the condition of the Slaves in Trinidad, and after having ex-

amined and viewed the subject in all its bearings, are humbly but firmly of

opinion, that the pre-existing Laws of this Island may, by means of certain

alterations and amendments, be rendered fully adequate to all the objects of

those recommendations and of the said Order in Council, which can be pursued

with due regard to the civil existence and welfare of these Colonies : here-

fore, and for the prudent and cautious attainment of those objects, may it

please your Most Excellent Majesty, That it may be enacted, and be it and it

is hereby enacted, by his Excellency the Captain General and Governor-in-Chief

of your Majesty’s Islands of Saint Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin

Islands, and the Council and Assembly of this Island of Nevis, and by the au-

thority of the same, that from and after the expiration of three calendar months

from ‘the publication of this Act, and until Sunday markets may by Law be

wholly abolished, in consequence of the improved condition of the Slave popu-

lation in religion and morals, the markets holden on Sundays throughout the

said Island shall be limited to the hour of eleven in the forenoon, and that the

ringing of the usual ten o’clock church bell in the several parishes of this Island,

or of any other bell or bells established or to be established for this purpose by

the vestries of the said parishes respectively, shall be sufficient warning to all

persons to prepare to depart from the said markets, and for all marketing to

cease; and that from and after the hour of eleven of the clock on the Lord’s

day, if any person or persons whosoever shallpublicly shew forth or expose to

sale any article or articles whatsoever in any of the said markets, such article

or articles shall and may be seized by any constable or other peace officer, and

shall be forfeited and disposed of, either in part or in the whole, at the discre-

tion of any Magistrate before whom the matter may be brought, after convic-

tion of the offender, upon confession or by the oath of one credible wit-

ness, such offender having been duly summoned to answer for such offence;

and in case the offender be a white or free person, such person shall moreover,

on conviction as aforesaid, be fined in any sum not exceeding five pounds, or be

imprisoned in the common gaol for any time not exceeding five days; and that

a verbal summons of the party offending, by the constable or other peace officer,

Preamble.

Royal Order in Coun-
cil, for improving the
condition of Slaves in
Trinidad, and recom-
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After the expiration of
three calendar months
from publication of
Act, no shop, &c. to
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liquors, &c. sold dur-
ing the Sabbath day.
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more than £10.

Provise.
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lor sale (except during
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vice) butcher’s meat,
or fresh fish.

Marriages between
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son, declared to be
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vious consent in writ-
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cence, after publica-
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Proviso.
As to the effect of mar-
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the rights of the own-
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the civil rights of mar-
riage to the parties to
such marriages.

4.
Nomarriage, where a
Slave is a party, to be

valid, unless solemniz-
ed by a Minister of the
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Penalty of £59, or im-
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on other persons pre-
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5.
Slaves competent to
purchase, acquire, pos-
sess, &c. any kind of
property, except real
estates, slaves, boats,
and vessels, &c, and
to dispose thereof by
sale, gift, or bequest.

u NEVIS.
to appear before any Magistrate on the Monday following, shall be deemed and
taken to be a sufficient summons.
And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the expi-

ration of three calendar months from the passing and publishing of this Act, no
shop for the sale of any article whatever, nor any grog shop, punch house, or
place where any kind of strong or spirituous liquors shall be sold, or kept for
sale, shall be open during the Sabbath Day ; nor shall any strong or spirituous
liquor be sold, or distributed, or exposed for sale by any person whatever, under
the penalty of not less than five pounds, or more than ten pounds, to be levied
as hereinafter is directed. Provided nevertheless, that nothing in this, nor in
the last preceding clause contained, shall extend, or be deemed or taken toex-
tend, to any tavern, hotel, or boarding house, nor to any baker, nor to thepre-
venting of butcher’s meat and fresh fish from being carried or‘cried aboutfor
sale on the Lord’s Day, except during the hours for Divine Service of theestas
blished parish church.
And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave or Slaves here.after shall be desirous of entering into the holy state of matrimony with any

other Slave, or with any freeperson, it is hereby declared to be lawfal for him,
her, or them so to do. Provided always, that such Slave or Slaves shallfirst
obtain and produce the consent in writing of his, her, or their owner, lawful
possessor, manager, or director, to the celebration of the intendedmarriage ;but in case the owner, lawful possessor, manager, or director of any such Slave,
shall refuse to give his or her consent as aforesaid, then, and in such case, it shalland may be lawful for such Slave or Slaves to represent the same to the ordinary,or the deputed ordinary of this Island for the time being, and such ordinary or de-
puted ordinary is hereby authorised and required to summon before him such
owner, lawful possessor, manager, or director, so refusing as aforesaid; and if

Y thereupon such owner, lawful possessor, manager. or director, shallfail to appearp 9 9 9 ppear,or appearing, shall not show just and reasonable cause for withholding his or her
consent, then, and in every such case the said ordinary or deputed ordinary shallgrant a licence, under his hand and seal, thereby authorising any minister of
the Established Church of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to
solemnize such marriage, after publication of banns, in the same form, mode,
and manner, as he would do if the parties were of free condition. Provided,
nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to ex.
tend, in any manner whatsoever, by means or by reason of any intermarriage
with a Slave, or between Slaves, to take away, alter, or annul any right, title,
or property, which the owner or master of such Slave or Slaves might or could
have in or to them, or either of them, or in or to their issue, by any law or
custom of this Island heretofore established, or give any authority to the hus-
band over the wife or her children, nor endow the wife with any property of
the husband, nor to give any rights whatsoever, except those of a religious na-
ture, nor to render any such marriage valid or effectual, which would beillegalor void if such person were of free condition.
And be it further enacted, that no marriage from henceforth to be celebrated

within this Island, wherein a Slave shall be a party, shall be legal or valid, or
be deemed or taken so to be, unless the same shall be solemnized by a minister
of the Established Church of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
And if any person or persons shall illegally celebrate, or pretend to celebrate,
such marriage, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, he or they
shall be liable to be prosecuted for a misdemeanor, by indictment or informa-
tion in the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pieas of this Island, and, upon
conviction, to be punished by fine, not exceeding fifty pounds, or imprisonment
not exceeding thirty days, at the discretion of the Court, as for an offence
against this Act; and every such last mentioned marriage shall be null and
void, and of none effect in law.
And whereas Slaves in this Island have always been, by the custom of the

Island, allowed to possess and dispose of property at their discretion, and it 1s
expedient that such possession and power to dispose of property, and to bequeath
the same, be declared and established by law; Be it therefore enacted andde-
clared, that every Slave in this Island shall be competent to purchase, acquire,
possess, hold, and enjoy, any kind of property whatsoever, save and except real
estate, Slaves, and boats or vessels of any description, and may dispose of the:
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same either by sale,gift, or bequest ; and if any Slave, possessed of or entitled
to any such property in this Island,as Slaves are hereby declared competent to

acquire and hold, shall happen to die Intestate, the property of such intestate
Slave shall go and be divided, according to the statutes of distribution.
And be it further enacted, that from and after the passing and publishing of

this Act all the property belonging to any Slave or Slaves in this Island, and

all and singular the rights in respect thereof shall be vested, and the same is and
are hereby declared to be vestedinthe owner of such Slave or Slaves, for the
sole purpose nevertheless of bringing or defending suits, or instituting or

carrying on proceedings at law or in equity for the same, if need be, for the

benefit of such Slave or Slaves.
And whereas it is expedient, that a Saving Bank be established in this Island:

Be it, and it is hereby further enacted, that a Saving Bank shall be established

in Charles Town, to be holden by the Treasurer of this Island or his Deputy

at the usual place of his office, and that he shall open abook, to be called a
Saving Bank Book for the purpose of making entries therein, as hereinafter

directed, and that it shall be lawful for every Slave or other person of serving

condition, although free, to pay into such Bank any sum or sums of money not

exceeding at any one time the sum of ten pounds current money, nor less than

the sum of one pound like money, which the said ‘Treasurer or his Deputy is

hereby required to receive, and to enter the same in the said book, together with

the name of the person paying and the date of such payment, and which sum

so paid shall be chargeable with the interest at'six per cefitum per annum, and at

such rate for a less time on the public funds of this Island.
And be it further enacted, that the said Treasurer is hereby authorized and re-

quired whenever he shall be called upon by any person having paid in any
money as aforesaid, or by the executors, administrators, or lawful representative

or assignee, to make out the amount of such person’s money at the rate of six per
centum per annum, and that in all cases, when such sum shall have remained

twelve months in the public treasury, the interest shall and may be added to
the principal, and become thereby principal, and so on for every year such
sum may remain ; and after making out such account, the said Treasurer or
his Deputy shall pay such person the balance due to him, and take his receipt
in the said book at the foot of his account, which shall be a discharge for the
sum paid by the said Treasurer.
And be it further enacted, that the Council and Assembly for the time being,

shall be, and they are hereby constituted Directors of the said Bank, and that
they shall have power andauthority to make such rules and regulations respect~
ing the said Saving Bank as they shall deem best adapted to carry the same into
effect, and that once at the least, on the first day of June in each year, the
Treasurer or his Deputy shall make up all accounts of persons in the said
book, and shall exhibit and leave with the Speaker of the Assembly for the
time being a true copy of the said book in which he hath entered as aforesaid,
the names, dates, and sums paid in, and kept the accounts of the said persons
paying; and the Speaker and Council, or a Committee of the same shall examine
the said book and accounts, and if right shall certify the same by their Chair-
man ; and if otherwise, shall and may examine the Treasurer or his Deputy or
any other person or persons as witness on oath, and make such order as they
shall deem just, which the Treasurer is hereby directed to obey, under the
penalty of one hundred pounds, to be recovered, with the full costs of
suit, by action of debt in the name of His Majesty, in which no essoin nor more
than one imparlance shall be allowed, and which penalty shall and may be sued
for by any Crown Officer, and when recovered, shall be paid to the Treasurer
in aid of the said Saving Bank, after paying thereout the taxed costs of suit.
And be it further enacted, that the said Treasurer be hereby allowed and be

permitted to deduct from any money in his hands at and after the rate of two
pounds per centum per annum, upon all monies paid into his hands towards the
said Saving Bank as a compensation for his services, and that no other fees or
compensation whatsoever be allowed to him, or may be received or taken, under
penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered, with full costs of suit, and to be paid as
aforesaid.
And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons shall forge or coun-

terfeit, or procure to be forged or counterfeited, or knowingly or wilfully aid or
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assist in the forging, counterfeiting, or obtaining any letter of attorney or other
authority or instrument, or letter of administration, or probate, or will, or bill
note, or instrument whereby any monies payable by the Treasurer under this
Act may be receivable or with any intent to receive the same, or to enable an
other person to receive the same, any such person shall be adjudged guilty of
felony without benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accordingly.
And be it further enacted, that all monies in the said Saving Bank,belonging

to Slaves who shall die intestate, shall be considered personal estate, and shall
go and be distributed according to the Statutes of Distribution.
And whereas it would be a manifest violation ofjustice, by legislative enact-

ment, to compel any person to sell any property against his consent, without
some legal necessity, while it is consonant to sound policy, and to the feelings
of humanity, to reward faithful servants in a state of bondage with facility of
emancipation upon just and reasonable terms, in difficult or doubtful Cases, it
is therefore hereby further enacted, that in case any faithful orwell-disposed
Slave of or belonging to this Island, or any person on his or her behalf, shall
hereafter be desirous of purchasing his or her freedom, and it shall so happen
that the owner of such Slave, or other person having the lawful power of
manumitting, shall object to selling his or her freedom, or that such Slave, or
person in his or her behalf, and the owner or other person having the lawful power
of manumitting, shall not agree about the consideration for the manumission of
such Slave, or on the terms, mode, or manner thereof, or the owner of such
Slave shail be a minor, or married woman, or idiot, or lunatic, or be under
any legal or other disability, or shall be absent from this Island without a
lawful and authorised representative here, or shall not be found or ascertained,
or any suit or action shall be depending in any court, either in this Island
or elsewhere, touching the right or title to such Slave, then and in every
such case it shall be lawful for any such Slave, or person on his or her be-
half, to apply to and represent the same to any Magistrate, who shall, within
ten days after such application, exhibit a statement of the case before the
Chief Justice of this Island, or, in his absence or inability, to the next as.
sistant Justice present, or before the presiding Magistrate of the Court of Ses-
sions, who are hereby authorised and required respectively, at the next Court
of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, or then holding of the Court of Ses-
sions, to lay the whole case in a summary way before a jury, which shall be
empanelled and sworn to try the said case; and the said jury shall be com-
petent, and is hereby enjoined to determine all matters and points in differ-
ence between the parties; and after hearing the evidence on both sides,
and being satisfied that such application by or on the part of the Slave was not
promoted by any malicious, base, immoral, or unworthy motive or design, shall
give a verdict for or against either party, according to the evidence; and if such
verdict shall be in favour of the Slave, it shall express if such Slave be likely or
not to become chargeable to any parish of this Island, by reason of youth, old
age, or any disease or infirmity, and also such sum of money as the said jury
shall deem to be an equivalent for the Joss of the services of such Slave, in con-
sequence of his or her manumission; which decision shall be final, except in
the cases hereinafter expressly declared to be excepted.
And be it further enacted, that within ten days after the giving of such ver-

dict as aforesaid in favour of the Slave, if he or she shall be thereby found to be
likely to become chargeable to any parish of this Island, such bond as is re-
quired previously to manumission in such cases in and by an Act of this Island,
made and passed in the fifty-fourth year of the reign of His late Majesty King
George the Third, intituled, “An Act to repeal anAct,intituled, An Act to re-
 gulate the Manumission of Slaves,” shall be delivered by the said Slave at
his or her expence, or by some person in his or her behalf, duly executed, to
theTreasurerof this Island, or his lawfal Deputy, and the sum of money awarded
by the said verdict in any case, paid into his hands; and the said treasurer, or
his lawful deputy, is hereby required to receive such bond and sum of money,
or sum of money only, as the case may be, and thereupon to execute, when
called upon, a deed of manumission, according to the form in the schedule to
this Act contained, and deliver the same to the Slave, or to the Magistrate, or
other person acting on his or her behalf, which deed shall be proved and re-
corded, and the bond disposed of as in ordinary cases of manumission ; where-
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upon such Slave shall be reputed and taken, and is hereby declared to be, from

the time of the execution of such deed, free, to all intents, constructions, and
purposeswhatever. Provided always, nevertheless, and it is hereby expressly
declared, that if the requisitions hereinbefore prescribed shall not be duly con-
formed to by or on the part or behalf of such Slave, within the time hereinbe-
fore limited, such verdict and proceedings shall be absolutely null and void, and
of no effect, any thing in this Act contained to the contrary thereof in any
wise notwithstanding.
And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that every sum of

money which shall be received by the Treasurer of this Island, or his lawful
Deputy, as herein before directed for the manumission of Slaves, shall be paid
over by him on demand to the owner or other person who had the lawful power
of manumitting such Slave; but in case the owner or other person who had the
lawful power of manumitting shall refuse or neglect to demand or to receive the
same, or in cases of doubt of title to the Slave, disability, or other difficulties
hereinbefore mentioned, then, and in every such case respectively, every such
sum of money shall remain in the public Treasury for the use of the Island,
and shall be alien upon the public revenues of the same, and bear interest at
and after the rate of six pounds per centum per annum, for the benefit of the
person or persons, or his, her, or their heirs, executors, administrators, or
assigns, who may have been legally or equitably entitled thereto, or to the Slave
so manumitted as aforesaid, and shall be under and subject to all such and the
same uses, trusts, limitations, conditions, mortgages, claims, and demands what-
ever, as such Slave would have been under or subject unto if he or she had never
been manumitted ; and shall, together with the interest accrued thereon, in
every case respectively, be paid over by the said Treasurer or his lawful Deputy
to such person as shall produce to him any authentic voucher in writing or a
judgment of a Court of Law, or decree in equity, or an exemplification or
office copy thereof, shewing him or her to be entitled to receive such money.
And be it further enacted, that it shall be henceforth utterly unlawful to carry,

use, exercise, or employ the whip, commonly called the cart whip, either as
an emblem of authority, or as an instrument of punishment, or of driving or
coercing of Slaves to their labour, and the same is hereby abolished; but
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent any
master, owner, manager, or director of Slaves within this Island from permitting,
or causing to be carried and exercised or employed, such emblem of authority,
and moderate and innoxious means of stimulating the idle or the lazy to due
exertion, as he in his discretion may think fit, so as that such emblem of autho-
rity, or means of stimulating exertion, be not repugnant to the rational and
acknowledged principles of humanity.
And whereas it is necessary to prevent the indecent exposure of the persons

of female Slaves for punishment, but as the exemption of this description of
Slaves altogether from whipping, and just but seasonable corporal punishment
in cases of insubordination, disobedience, violent obstinacy, insolence, or other
refractory or atrocious misconduct, would lead to the subversion of all order and
discipline ; and although cruel and wanton maltreatment are sufficiently guarded
against or are properly punishable by the law already in force, yet, for the more
effectual prevention thereof, be it further enacted, that the unnecessary or inde-
cent exposure of the persons of female Slaves for punishment, be hereby strictly
prohibited and abolished, and that in future no female Slave shall be corporally
punished by whipping beyond twenty stripes over the bare back and shoulders
at any one time, and by any instrament more severe than a bunch of rods, in
such cases only and in such manner as now allowed by law, upon pain of fine
or imprisonment, or both, for each and every offence upon conviction of the
offender, as hereinafter mentioned.
And whereas the hardships or inconveniencies imputable to the separation of

the families of Slaves in large Colonies, by sale or transfer in this small Island
can scarcely arise, yet, in order to prevent the possibility of such occurrence,
be it enacted, that from and after the expiration of three calendar months from
the passing and publishing of this Act, it shall not be lawful to separate, for the
purposes aforesaid, any Slaves, being husband and wife, and belonging to one
and the same owner, and living upon one and the same plantation or establish-
ment, nor any child or children, or reputed child or children, under the age of
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fourteen years, from the father or mother, under hke circumstances, unless it
be with the free willand consent of the parent or parents, or of such husband
and wife respectively, or for the sole purpose of freedom, whether the same be
by means of private transfer, public contract, or otherwise, save and except on
levy and sale on executions ; but that such Slaves shall, unless with such free
will and consent as aforesaid, be transferred, contracted for, or sold together ;
and every transfer, contract, or sale made contrary to the true intent and mean.
ing of this Act, shall be absolutely null and void.
Aud be it furtner enacted, that no person shall henceforth be rejected as

a witness, or considered as incompetent to give evidence in any Court of civil
or criminal justice or otherwise, in the said Island, by reason of his or her
being in a state of slavery; but the testimony of such person shall be taken
and received in the same form and manner, and subject to the same rules and
exceptions, as the evidence of a person of free condition would be, or by law
ought to be; Provided always, that in the case of a white or free person, no
Slave shall be admitted or be competent to give evidence of or relating to any
matter or thing concerning a white or free person, antecedent to the passing
and publishing of this Act, nor in any case whatsoever, either for or against
the master, mistress, possessor, owner, manager, or director of any suchSlave,
nor for nor against any other person having the immediate authority or control
over such Slave, nor for nor against any individual, being a domesticated
inmate of the family of such before excepted person as aforesaid, nor any other
individual, being within the first and second degrees of kindred or affinity of
such family, except in cases of charges or prosecutions for buying or receiving
stolen goods, any law, usage, or custom to the contrary thereof in anywise
notwithstanding.

domesticated inmate of the family of any of the above excepted persons, nor in the case of any individual within the first
and second degrees of kindred or affinity of such family, except in cases of buying or receiving stolen goods.

20.
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General Commission
of the Peace for the
time being, declared
Public Guardians and
Protectors of Slaves,
and enjoined to be
vigilant and attentive
to their complaints.
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And be it further enacted, that in all cases where the attendance of any
Slave shall henceforth be judicially required in any Court, or before any
Magistrate, as a witness, or for any other purpose, the same process shall and
may issue as should or might be used in the case of a white or free person;
but the same shall be directed to and served upon the master, mistress, owner,
director, manager, possessor, or employer, or other person, having the imme-
diate authority or control over such Slave, and shall name the Slave and
express the purpose for which he or she may be required, and command such
persons respectively, to procure his or her attendance, according to the exigency
of the process, and if such persons as aforesaid respectively, shall not do their
utmost to cause obedience thereto, they and each of them respectively, who
shall offend herein, shall be liable to, and suffer the same pains, penalties, or
forfeitures as in ordinary cases; Provided always, that nothing herein con-
tained shall extend to any writ of capias or warrant to take or attack the body
of any Slave whatsoever.
And whereas the Magistrates of this Island are, upon all occasions, fully

competent to support and maintain the rights and interest of the Slave; be it,
therefore, further enacted, that all and every the Justices for the time being,
named and appointed, or hereafter to be named and appointed, in and by the
general commission of the peace for this Island, shall be, and they and every
of them are hereby declared and constituted to be, jointly and severally public
Guardians and Protectors of Slaves by virtue of such their office, and they and
every of them are hereby enjoined and required respectively, to be vigilant and
attentive to all complaints whatsoever made by Slaves for wrongs, but more
especially to every complaint made before any one or more of them, by any
Slave against any person, for or against whom such Slave is, by this Act,
-debarred from giving evidence, whether such last-mentioned complaint he, for
either a civil wrong ora criminal misdemeanor; and if such complainant shall
have no legal evidence to prove his or her case, being a case of the nature last
mentioned, such Justice or Justices shall briefly state the complaint inwriting,
and give notice thereof within three days to the party accused, requiring bim
or her personally to be and appear before such Justice and Justices, and any
other Justice or Justices, appointed at the election of the first Justice or
former Justices, to compose a Bench of not less than three such Justices, at
the time and place to be specified in the said notice; and if such accused
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arty shall thereupon fail, without reasonable and lawful cause, to appear
according to such notice, or appearing, shall not establish a lawful defence by
legal testimony, or nothaving such testimony, shall not acquit or exculpate

himself or herself by his or her own affidavit in writing, to the satisfaction of

the said associated Justices, or the major part of them, he or she shall, in every

such case, be deemed and taken to be convicted of the complaint, and the
said associated Justices, shall thereupon,ina civil case assess the damages, and
in acriminal case award sentence, and proceed tojudgment and execution thereof

in the same manner, to the same effect, and by the same means, as the Judges of

the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas of this Island by law might, could,
or should do upon conviction on a verdict, and judgment had in sucha case before
them in that Court; Provided always, that ifsuch last-mentioned complaint shall
be proved to be groundless, orifthe party accused shall beacquitted or exculpated
by any of the means as aforesaid, to the satisfaction of the said associated

Justices, or the major part of them, they shall or may, if they think fit,

impose such fines, or order such lawful corporal punishment to be inflicted
upon the complainant, as, according to the circumstances of the case, they in

their discretion may judge proper; and in case of the death of any of the
associated Justices, during the investigation, it shall be no bar to the survivor

or survivors of them proceeding to judgment and execution.
_ And be it further enacted, that the Secretary of this Island or his lawful De-
puty, or some person duly authorised by him, shall attend such Associated Jus-
tices under this Act, for the trial of the last-mentioned complaints, as Clerk of

the Court, and shall briefly minute and record in a book for that purpose all

proceedings, file papers, issue and pass all process and writs, and generally do
and perform all other things incident to the said Court and Office, in such man-

nerand form as he might or should do if the same were to be had and done in
or out of the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, or other Court of
Record of this Island.
And be it further enacted, that any constable of this Island shall be directed

by the said Associated Justices to attend them in such their Sessions, and is

hereby required so to do, and shall do, execute and perform all and all manner
of things incident, relating, or appertaining to the said office.
And be it further enacted, that all and every the pecuniary fines, penalties,

or forfeitures, on summary convictions before Magistrates, imposed by this
Act, shall be deemed and taken to be payable in gold and silver money current

within this Island, and the same shall and may be recovered by warrant, under the
hand and seal of any one of the Magistrates before whom such conviction shall

have been had, directed to the Provost Marshal of this Island or his lawful De-

puty, or to any constable, who respectively are hereby authorized and required

to levy the same, and full costs, according to the tenor of such warrant, and to

proceed to the sale of such levy in the same manner as on executions out of the
Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, save and except that nothing but
current gold or silver money shall be tendered or received at such sale in satis-

faction thereof, and for want or in default of such levy the offender shall be

committed by warrant under the hand and seal of such Magistrate to the com-

mon gaol of this Island, there to remain without bail or mainprize, for any space
of time not exceeding one calendar month.
And whereas an Act of this Island, made and passed in the sixtieth year of

the reign of His late Majesty King George theThird,intituled, “ An Act to alter

“and amend an Act entitled an Act for settling and regulating the trial of cri-
“minal Slaves by Jury, to ascertain and regulate the fees of Justices of the

“ Peace, and the charges of Constables ; and to authorise the said Justices to

“compel the payment of such fees and charges by the parties on whom the

“same shall be chargeable,” is found to be in many respects inexpedient, and

‘after the passing of this present Act will become more so, and ought to be

partially repealed. Be it therefore further enacted, that from and after the
expiration of three calendar months from the passing and publishing of
this Act, so much of the said cited Act as relates to the proceeding against,
and bringing to trial Slaves accused of felonious offences, shall be and is
hereby declared to be repealed, and that thenceforth every person in a

state of slavery in this Island accused of any felonious offence shall be pro-

ceeded against, prosecuted, and brought to trial, either in the Court of King’s
Bench and Common Pleas, or other Court of competent jurisdiction, in the
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same manner and form, and by the same ways and means, to all intents, con-
structions, and purposes whatsoever, as such person by Law might, could, or
should be if he or she were of free condition, except that every such prosecy.
tion shall always be conducted by His Majesty’s Attorney General or Solicitor
General of this Government, or Senior Counsel resident and. present in this
Island, in succession, or in case of the absence from the Island, or inability of
either of them, and there shall be no other resident Crown lawyer present, then
by such Counsel as shall be asssigned for such purpose by the Commander on
this Island for the time being at the public charge; and it shall be lawful for
the Chief Justice, or in case of his absence or inability, the next senior assistant
Justice of the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, on the application of
anysuch counsel for the prosecution,toaward and issue writs ofVenire and allother
usual and requisite process for holding a Court, and to holda Court in theusual
mannerat any timewhich shall be deemed expedient for the prosecution and trial
of any party accused of a felonious offence, and such Court shall have the same
power and authorities, and their proceedings shall be as valid and effectual to
all constructions and purposes whatever, as if the same were to have been
holden on the regular Court day, any law, usage, or custom to the contrary
thereof in any wise notwithstanding: Provided always, that nothing in this Act
contained shall alter, or be deemed or taken to alter the trial of Slaves for mis-
demeanors in a summary way as now by law established, otherwise than by this
Act expressed, nor to render Slaves competent to be jurors in any case what-
soever, nor to prevent their being admitted as witnesses for or against, or
between each other as in and by the hereinbefore cited Act is directed.
Andwhereas by an Act passed on the twenty-seventh day ofJune,in the twenty-

second year of the reign of His late Majesty George the Second, intituled, “ An
** Act for holding a Court of Sessions once every year ;” it is amongst other mat-
ters enacted, that a “Court of Sessions shall be held every year in Charles Town,
“in the Island of Nevis, on the first Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday in
** October.”—And whereas it hath been found that one Court of Sessions is not
sufficient to administer justice in the said Island, in regard the Court of King’s
Bench does not sit from the month of August until March following: Now be
it further enacted, that the said Court of Sessions shall also sit on the above-men-
tioned or either of the said days in January, April, and July, in this and every
year following, and shall be constituted, and shall have the same powers and
authority as the Court of Sessions established by the said recited Act.
And be it further enacted, that no writ of Certiorari shall be sued out or shall

be allowed either on the part of His Majesty, or of any other party, either in a
civil or criminal case, on any summary conviction or convictions in any inferior
Court not being for felony had by virtue of this Act, any law, custom, or usage
to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding.
And be it further enacted, that all Bills of costs and charges for any thing

had or done by virtue of this Act in any Court or Sessions, save and except the
Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, shall and may be taxed by the pre-
siding Judge, Justice, or Magsstrate before whom or under whose immediate
Jurisdiction or authority such matter may have been had or done.

And be it further enacted, that every Judge, Justice, Magistrate, Constable, or
other officer or person refusing or wilfully neglecting or amitting to do and per-
form any duty required of him, or prescribed by this Act, shall for each and
every offence be liable to be prosecuted at the suit of the Crown in any of the
Superior Courts of Record in this Island, and, being duly convicted thereof,
shall suffer such punishment, by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the Court
in which he shall be convicted may think fit to adjudge, as for an offence against
this Act.
And be it further enacted, that all and every other person and persons of-

fending against this Act, and not hereinbefore specifically provided for, shall
be prosecuted, and all penalties and forfeitures not hereinbefore disposed of or
appropriated, shall be recoverable at the suit of the Crown, in any of the Su-
perior Courts of Record of this Island, and such penalties and forfeitures, when
recovered and received, or levied, shall be paid into the public ‘Freasury of this
Island, to be applied to such uses as the Captain-General and Governor-in-
Chief, or Commander-in-Chief for the time being, or the Commander ofthis
Island for the time being, by and with the advice and consent of His Majestys
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Council, and approbation of the House of Assembly, may think fit to direct, with consent of Coun-

and not otherwise.
And be it further enacted, that in all proceedings and summary convictions

to be had and done by virtue or under the direction of this Act, the forms
hereinafter set forth in the Schedule hereunder written shall be used, and that
no advantage shall be taken or allowed in any Court whatsoever for any depar-
tures therefrom, or any omissions or defects in matters of form, but that the
game shall be good and sufficient for the purposes intended by this Act; and

that no higher or greater fees than those enumerated in the Schedule aforesaid
shall be payable to the several officers or persons therein mentioned, or to any
person or persons acting under them or any of them; and if any such officer or

rson shall ask, demand, take, or accept any higher or greater fee than is therein
set forth, for the several matters and things therein contained and specified, he
or they shall be liable to be prosecuted at the suit of the Crown for extortion.
And be it lastly enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any action, suit, or

prosecution shall be commenced or prosecuted against any Judge or Judges,
Justice or Justices, Officer or Officers, or any other person or persons, for
any matter or thing done or performed under or by virtue of this Act, over
and above the protection provided in and by an Act of this Island, intituled,
« An Act for rendering Justices of the Peace more safe in the execution of their
« office, and for indemnifying constables and others acting in obedience to their
“ warrants,” and which Act is hereby extended to all such Judges, Justices,
Officers, and other persons as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for
the defendant or defendants in any such action, suit, or prosecution, to plead
the general issue, and to give this Act, and the special matter in evidence; and
if the plaintiff or plaintiffs, prosecutor or prosecutors in such action, suit, or
prosecution, shall be nonsuited or discontinue such action, suit, or prosecution,
or judgment shall be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs, or prosecutor or
prosecutors, he or they shall pay to such defendant or defendants treble costs of
suit, for which such defendant or defendants shall have the like remedy as any
other defendant or defendants have or may have in any other actions or suits:

cil and Assembly, and
not otherwise.
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Provided always, that this Act shall not be in force until it shall have received Act not to.be in force
the Royal Assent, and be published in Charlestown in this Island.

Dated at
seventh year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Fourth, by the
grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, De-
fender of the Faith, and in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-six.

the day of

(Signed) WM. PEMBERTON, Speaker.

Passed the Assembly, this 27th day of April 1826.
(Signed)

Passed the Board of Council, this 27th day of April 1826.
(Signed)

Schedule referred to in and by theforegoing Act.

FORMS.

(No. 1.)

Summons by Ordinary or Deputed Ordinary.

(To be served by any Constable.)

“ You are hereby required to appear before me at
to shew just and reasonable cause for withholding your consent, as it is said to
the celebration of an intended Marriage between

Given under my hand,

To

the of

E. L. HOWE, Clerk of Assembly.

BENJAMIN LORD, Clerk of Council.

on

and

until it receives His
Majesty's Assent, and
be published inCharles
Town.
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(No. 2.)

(1.8) Licence thereupon.

“ This shall be a sufficient Licence to any Minister of the Established Church -
to solemnize the Marriage of with
after publication of Banns according to Law.

Given under my hand and seal, in Nevis,
the of 18

(No. 3.)

Oath of Jurors on Manumission Trials.

“ You shall well and truly try the case before the
Court, and shall determine all matters and ‘points in difference between the
parties, and’a true verdict give according to the evidence. So help you God.”

(No. 4.)

Deed ofManumissions by Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer.

‘* Know all men by these presents, that I Treasurer
(or Deputy Treasurer) of the Island of Nevis, for and in consideration ‘of the
sum of (in words at length) into my: hands
paid, at or before the sealing of these presents, by
(name the payer) for the manumission of
(name and particularly describe the Slave) pursuant to the Act of the said Island
of Nevis in such case made and provided, have manumitted, enfranchised, and
set free, and by the power and authority in me vested by the said Act, do to all
intents, constructions, and purposes whatever by these presents, manumit, en-
franchise, and set free the said
(repeat the name and description of Slave) from the day of the date hereof for
ever,’ In witness whereof, I the said (Treasurer or
Deputy Treasurer; as the case may be,) have hereunto set my hand and seal,
this day of in the year of our Lord

(words at length).
Signed, sealed, and delivered

‘im the presence of (is)
L.3.!
‘

 

(No. 5.)

-Writ of Subpena for appearance of Slaves.
(To be served by any Constable, or as in ordinary cases.)

NEVIS. (4s)

George the Fourth, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith.

To greeting.
We command you, strictly enjoining that all businesses and excuses whatever

ceasing, you cause » being Slave under your immediate
authority or control, personally to be and appear before (state before
whom, when, and where, and whether to answer to complaint or accusation, as
the case may be,) and hereof fail not on pain and peril of the law.
Witness, (the Judge or Justice awarding it,) the

day of in the year of our Reign.
Passed the Office.

Secretary.
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(No. 6.)

On a Summons in name of Judge or Justice.

NEVIS.

By one of

L. S. .

You are hereby required to appear, or to cause to appear » as
in foregoing mutatis mutandis.
Given under my hand and seal.

(No. 7.)

Notice on Complaint of Slave.

(To be served by any Constable.)
NEVIS.

Take notice, that a certain Slave of named ’
hath complained before that (briefly state the com-
plaint,) and you are hereby required personally to be and appear before

, on the day of at to
answer the said complaint, and further to be dealt with according to law.
Given under my hand, the day of 18

To

(No. 8.)

Notice of Justice to Associate.

(To be served by any Constable.)

You are hereby required to associate yourself with and
myself (or us) to compose a Bench of Justices, on the day of

at to hear and determine a case between
complainant, and defendant.
Dated the day of 18

Iam yours, &c.

To

(No. g.)

Notice to Secretary, or Constable, or Marshal.

You are hereby required to attend a Bench of Justices (as in the
preceding.)
Dated the day of wm.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.
To

(No. 10.)

SummaryConviction.
NEVIS. (s)

BE itremembered, that on the day of in the year
of our Lord before Justice of the Peace of
the said Island of the said Island having been duly
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summoned (made default or appeared, as the case may be)
to answer to a certain complaint (or information) of that

did on (briefly state the complaint, information, or accusation
and was on the evidence of (or his or her own confession
as the case may be) thereof convicted (or acquitted), and it was thereupon,by

, adjudged, that (state the judgment),
In witness whereof, I (or we), the to this record of conviction

have put hand and seal the day of in the
year of our Lord

(No. 11.)

Warrant to execute Sentence generally.

NEVIS. L. Ss.

BY (name the Magistrate to sign) Whereas
(name the party) of the said Island (description or addition), on
the (day, month, and year, in words at full length),
before (name the convicting Magistrate) was (or were)
convicted of (state the offence) and thereupon ad-
judged to (recite the sentence)

‘These are therefore in His Majesty’s name to command you to execute, or
cause to be executed, the said sentence according to law, and to the tenor
thereof.
Given under my hand and seal, the (day, month, and years in

words).
To

 

(No. 12.)

Warrant to levy Fine, Penalty, or Forfeiture, and commitment for default
thereof.

(To be directed to the Provost Marshal of the said Island, or his lawful
Deputy, or to any Constable.)

NEVIS.

BY (name and describe the Magistrate to sign)

Whereas . of the said Island was (or were) on the
day of before (name the Magistrates)
convicted of (state the offence) and thereupon adjudged
to . (recite sentence),
These are therefore, in His Majesty’s name, to command you to levy of the

goods and chattels, lands and tenements, of the said sufficient
to satisfy the said (fine, penalty, or forfeiture, as the case may be),
and costs: that is to say, first, on tobacco, cotton, ginger, indigo, rum, sugar,
or any other goods or merchandize of the growth and manufacture of this
Island, or other merchandizes; and for want of such goods and chattels, to levy
the said and costs upon the household goods and furniture
of the said house; and for want of such, to levy the said
and costs upon the cattle, horses, asses, mules, and other plantation utensils of
the said ; and for want of such, to levy the said
and costs upon the said Slaves; and for want of such Slaves, you
are to levy the said and costs on the said lands and
tenements ; all which levies, and the sales thereof, shall be made by appraise-
ment or public outcry, as the said party shall think fitting; and in satisfaction
thereof, nothing but current gold and silver money shall be tendered or re-
ceived. And finding no such goods and chattels, lands and tenements, then
yeu are hereby commanded to take the body of the said "and in safe
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custody to keep in the common gaol of this Island, without bail or mainprize,
for the space of

Given under my (or our) hand and seal, the day of
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

To

 

DOCKET OF FEES.

(To be paid in Gold and Silver Money Current in the Island.)

 

Ordinary or Deputed Ordinary. os. d.

For Summons a - - «= «£046

Hearing and determining Complaint - - ~~ - - » 018 0
Licence thereon to solemnize marriage - - = - - 09 0

Minister.

For publishing banns ; - - - - - - - Aseetobe
For solemnizing marriage - - - - - . Bishon

Clerk,

For the solemnization of the marriage - = - - - Ditto

. Judges or Justices.

For certificates and other matters on manumissions =- - _- Gratis
For every subpoena, summons, notice or any other process or writ

(each) - - - - = - = - -~ 0 4 6
For hearing and determining complaint or trial, if on one day, or

sitting ; each Judge or Justice - = = + = - 018 ©
For every other day or sitting, ditto — - - * = = 06 9 0
For every record of summary conviction ; each justice - - 0 4 6
For every certificate, ditto - = © 2-5 = = + 0 4 6
For taxing every bill of costs, as of course - - = + 0 6 6
For every matter and thing relating to trial of Slaves manumission - 014 3
For any other matter or thing not herein specified or provided for

the same as in Courts of King’s Bench and Common Pleas.

Counsel.

For retaining fee - - - - - - - - -
For the trial; if on one day or sitting - - - - -
For every other day or sitting - - - - - - -
For every special argument or pleading - - - + -
For perusing, settling, or sighing any indictment, information or plea

Solicitor or Attorney.

For retaining fee, taking instructions, &e. —- - +
-For every ordinary indictment, information or plea, per folio, of

ninety words - - - - - - - -
For every trial not being more than one day or sitting - - -
For every other attendancein court - - - <= - -
For brief, (when not counsel himself in cause) - - - -
For every matter and thing relating to the trial of Slave manumis-

sion, not more than = _- - - - - - - -

For every other matter or thing not herein specified or provided for
_ the sameas in the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, or

if not provided for, so much as the Court or Justice shall allow.
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Secretary.

For attendance on every trial, not being in_the ordinary Court of =€. 5, d,
King’s Bench and Common Pleas, or Court of Sessions, not
exceeding one day or sitting - - - - - - O18 9

For every other sitting, except the first - = = = + 0 gg
For passing or filing any writ or paper - - +016
For every writ, piece of writing, or record, of one folio of ninety

words or under - - - - - - - - ~- 0 46
For every ditto, ditto, above one such folio, for every folio after, and

besides the first, and so in proportion for less than a folio - 026
For administering every oath - - - - -= = -~013¢
For every matter and thing relating to trial of Slave manumissions,

not more. than - - - - - - - - - 010 09
For every other matter or thing, not herein specified or provided

for, the same as in the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas ;
but if not provided for, so much as the Court or Justices shall
allow.

Constable, Marshal, or other personfor him.

For copy of every writ, notice, or other writing, to serve - - 0 30
For serving ditto, or oral summons, if in town, each person - 0 3.0
For serving ditto, or oral summons out of town - - - 030
For every mile going and returning in addition thereto - 0 Lt 0
For horse hire (so much as may be allowed by the Court or

Magistrates, if necessary).
For every matter or thing relating to the trial of Slave manumissions,

not more than - - - - - - - - - 0 60
For every other writ, process, act, matter, or thing, not herein

specified or provided for, the same as in the Court of King's
Bench and Common Pleas; or if not provided for, so much as the
Court or Justice shall allow.

 

No. 2.

Dear Sir, Saint James’s Place, February 24th 1827.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that the enclosed copy of a Bill for

ameliorating the condition of the Slaves, passed by the Assembly of St.
Christopher last year, but postponed by the Council, was, I am informed, drawn
up from memoranda taken in the House at the time. ‘The enactments are
correct in form and substance, according to the best information I can obtain
on the subject.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. COLQUHOUN.

R. Wilmot Horton,Esq.
&e. &e. &e.

P.S, The Council had passed seven clauses of the Bill (with a few altera-
tions) at the time when their attention was withdrawn from any further
consideration of it, by the advice of the Governor, who recommended that
Lord Bathurst’s drafts should be substituted.

 

An Act for further improving the condition of the Slaves in Saint

Christopher.

WHEREAS it is expedient that certain parts of the laws now in force,
relating to the Slave population in this Island should be repealed, and that
other regulations for improving their condition should be made; we, therefore,
your Majesty’s most lawful and dutiful subjects, the Captain General and
Governor-in-Chief, in and over St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the
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Virgin -Islands,and the Coaneil and. Assembly of St. Christopher, humbly
pray your Most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and ordained,

1. And it is hereby enacted and ordained. by the authority aforesaid, that.
ten days after the publication of this Act, all markets to be held within the
said Island on Sunday, shall be limited to the hour of eleven in the forenoon,
and that from and immediately after the hour of eleven in the forenoon
on the Lord’s day, no person or persons whatsoever shall shew forth or expose
for sale, any meat, poultry, vegetables, provisions, fruits, herbs, wares, or
merchandize, goods, or effects, or shall remain in any market, upon pain of
forfeiting the goods so exposed for.sale, which may be seized by any constable,
and be divided by any Justice of the Peace, between the person who shall seize
the same, and the poor of the parish; and if a free person, upon pain of
forfeiture also of the sum of nine shillings, by every such free person remaining
in any such market on the Lord’s day, after the hour of elevenof the clock in
the forenoon, exposing for sale or purchasing any goods, to be levied by order
in writing under the hand and seal of such Justice of Peace, and paid to the
person who will inform for the same.

g, A constable to be appointed to ring a bell, quarter before eleven o'clock
in the market.

g. And in order that encouragement may be given to the increase and pro-
tection of Negro infants, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
every female Slave, who shall have five children living, belonging to any plan-
tation or estate, shall be allowed fifty-two days during the whole year to
cultivate their provision-ground, under the penalty of five pounds currency, for
each day omitted, and it shall not be lawful for any person whatsoever, to

employ their Slaves at any kind of work on Sundays, except domestics,

watchmen, stock-keepers, and such Slaves as are employed in potting sugar3

Provided always, that such potting of sugar shall not be performed after ten

o'clock in the morning, nor shall it be lawful for any person to put about or

cause to be worked, any sugar-mill, between the hours of ten o'clock on
Saturday night and four o’clock on Monday morning, under thepenalty in
such case of ten pounds currency.

4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is and shall
henceforth be illegal for any person or persons within the said Island of Saint
Christopher, to carry any cart whip or cat while superintending the labour of
any Slave or Slaves in or upon the fields or cane pieces upon any plantation
within the said Island, or to use any such cart whip or cat for the purpose of

impelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves to perform any labour of any nature
or kind whatever, or to carry or exhibit upon any plantation or elsewhere, any
such cart whip or cat as a mark or emblem of the authority of the person or

persons so carrying or exhibiting the same over any Slave or Slaves, and in case
any person or persons shall carry any cart whip or cat, while superintending
the labour of any Slave or Slaves, in or upon any plantation or cane piece with-
in the said Island, or shall use any such cart whip or cat for the purpose of im-
pelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves to perform any labour of any kind or

nature whatsoever, or shall carry or exhibit upon any plantation or elsewhere,
any such cart whip orcat as a mark or emblem of his, her, or their authority
over any Slave or Slaves, the person or persons so offending, and each and

every person who shal] or may direct, authorize, instigate, procure, or be aid-

ing, assisting, or abetting in any such illegal driving or use, or exhibit any such
cart whip or cat, shall be, and be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be guilty of
@ misdemeanor, and being thereof convicted, shall suffer such punishment as

is hereinafter provided ; nevertheless, that if he, she, or they so offending shall
be a Slave or Slaves, he, she, or they shall, on conviction, before any two or

more Magistrates, be punished by flogging, not exceeding twenty-five stripes.

5th and 6th Clauses are so imperfect, that a correct copy cannot be given ;

the substance is, that any Clergyman of the Established Church of England, or

any Minister of the Kirk of Scotland, shall grant certificates to Slaves (free of

expense), stating therein the names and places of abode of such Slaves, who,
inthejudgment of the party so certifying, may be sufficiently instructed in the
principles of religion as to understand the nature and obligation of an oath.
And that no persons shall be rejected as witnesses in any of the civil or criminal
Courts, by reason of his, her, or their state of Slavery, provided they produce
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the said certificate, and provided such certificate shall be given prior to the oc.
currence of the transaction to which they are to testify; and provided also, thatno Slave shall give such evidence in which his or her owner, manager, or di.
rector of the estate to which he or she belongs is directly concerned, and that
nothing therein contained shall extend to render the Slave a competent witness
in any case in which such Slave would be incompetent to give evidence if he or
she were of free condition. And points out the method of serving the sub.
peena to obtain the evidence of the Slave.

7. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for persons in a state ofSlavery to contract marriage, either with Slaves or persons of free condition,
with the consent of their owners, or the attorney of such owner, expressed in
writing; but if any such owner, or attorney of such owner, shall refuse such
consent, or omit to give the same, then it shall be lawful in every such case, forsuch Slave: or Slaves to apply to the Ordinary, or Deputed Ordinary of this
Island for the time being, and such Ordinary or Deputed Ordinary is herebyauthorized and required to summon before him such owner, lawfalpossessor,
or attorney of such owner of such Slave or Slaves, to shew his or herobjectionto such marriage, and if thereupon such owner, lawful possessor, or attorneshall fail to appear, or appearing shall not shew just and reasonable cause for
withholding his or her consent to such marriage, then and in every such casethe Ordinary or Deputed Ordinary shall grant a licence under his hand andseal, thereby authorizing any Minister of the Church of England or Kirk of
Scotland to solemnize such marriage, in the same manner, after due publicationby banns, as if the parties had been of free condition; and it shall be lawfalforany such clergyman or minister, upon receiving any such licence, to solemnizeany such marriage in manner aforesaid, and the same, when so solemnized,
shall be binding, valid, and effectual in the law. Provided nevertheless, that
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to render anysuch marriage valid or effectual which would be illegal or void if suchpersonswere of freé condition. Provided also, that no such marriage shall alter, im-pair, or abridge, or in any manner prejudice the property of the owner or re-spective owners of such Slaves, of, in, and to such Slaves, their issue andprogeny.

8. And whereas persons in a state of slavery in this Island have beenper-mitted to acquire, hold, and enjoy property, free from the control or influenceof their owners, and it is expedient that the said laudable custom should be
recognized and established by law, be it enacted, that no person in this Islandbeing in a state of slavery shall be, or be deemed or taken to be, by reason or on
account of such his condition incompetent to purchase or acquire, possess, hold,or enjoy, alienate, or dispose of property, but every such Slave shall and is herebydeclared to be competent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate, and
dispose of lands situate in the said Island, or money, vattle, implements, or
utensils of husbandry, or household furniture, or other effects, ofsuch or the
like nature of what value or amount soever, and to bring, maintain,prosecute,and defend any suit or action in any Court of Justice, for or in respect of anysuch property, as fully and amply to all intents and purposes, as if he or she were
of free condition. Provided that no free person or Slave shall be liable to be
arrested, or taken in execution, or imprisoned, or taken in custody for, on
account, or by means of any action, cause of action, suit, judgment, or executionwhich may be had, taken, or obtained against such Slave, by reason of anything hereinbefore contained, nor for any costs which may be incurred by anysuch Slave in any such suit or proceeding, either as plaintiff or defendant, or
otherwise, howsoever; Provided also that nothing herein contained shall repealan Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act to restrain thefts committed by NegroSlaves, and to prevent the dishonest traffic carried on by such as deal with them
as to the following articles ; that is to say, sugar, syrup, molasses, rum, canes,
sprouts, magoss, pewter, brass, lead, iron, oats, lumber, and_ plantation
utensils,”

9. Aclause directing thatNegroes arriving or otherwise, be considered freé
till their slavery be proved.

10. That it is and shall be illegal for any person or persons to inflict in one
day upon any Slave for any crime or offence, or upon any ground, or for any
reason whatsvever, any number of stripes or lashes exceeding twenty-five in the
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whole, or to inflict upon any such Slave any punishment or correction by the
whipping, scourging, or beating of their person, unless the person of such Slave
shall, at the. time of such punishment or correction, be free from any laceration

occasioned by any recent whipping, scourging, or beating; or to inflict upon
any such Slave any punishment or correction by the whipping, scourging, or
beating of the body, until the day after the commission of the offence, for or

in respect of which any such punishment or correction may be inflicted, or to

jnflict upon any such Slave any such punishment or correction as aforesaid,
unless one person of free condition shall be present at and witness the infliction
of such punishment other than and besides the person by and by the authority
of whom the same may be so inflicted. And in case any person or persons
shall inflict in any one day upon any Slave any number of stripes or lashes

exceeding the number of twenty-five in the whole, or shall whip, scourge, or
beat any such Slave, at any time when there shall be upon his or their person
or persons any laceration occasioned by any recent whipping, scourging, or
beating, or shall inflict upon any such Slave any such punishment or correction
as aforesaid, previous to the day next after the commission of the offence, for or
in respect of which the same may be so inflicted,or without the presence or
attendance during the whole of such punishment of some person of free condi-
tion, other than and besides the person by or by the authority of whom the
same may be so inflicted, the person or persons so offending, and each and every

rson who shall or may direct, authorize, instigate, procure, or be aiding, assist-
ing, or abetting in any such illegal punishment of any Slave, shall be and be
deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being thereof convicted, shall suffer
such punishment as hereinafter provided. Provided nevertheless that nothing

herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to any punishment

which may be inflicted upon any Slave under or by virtue of any sentence or
judgment of any Court of competent jurisdiction within the said Island.

- 11, Clause prohibiting the exposure of. females.
12. And be it also enacted, that there shall be kept upon every plantation

and estate within the said Island, a book to be called the Plantation Record
Book ; and that it be the duty ofthe owner, proprietor, manager, or other person
having the direction of and the chief authority in the said plantation, to enter
and record in the said book, at or immediately after the time of the infliction of
any punishment whatsoever of any Slave who maybepunished with any number
of stripes exceeding twelve, a statement of the nature and particulars of the
offence for or in respect of which such punishment may be inflicted, and at the
time at which and the place where such punishment was inflicted, and of the
nature, extent, and particulars of the punishment, together with the name of
the persons by whom and by the authority of whom the punishment was
inflicted, and of the person or persons of free condition present and attending
at the infliction of such punishment.

13. And be it further enacted, that if any person, being the owner, proprietor,
or manager, of any plantation or estate within the said Island, or having the
management thereof, or the chief authority therein, shall neglect or omit to
make, in the said Plantation Record Book, any entry which, according to the
provisions of this Act, ought to be made therein, or shall not make such entry
within two days next after the infliction of each and every punishment to which
the same may refer, the person so offending shall incur and become subject to a
penalty, not exceeding fifty pounds, nor less than five pounds, current money,
to be fixed and determined by the Court before whom such offender shall be

tried, and to be recovered and applied in manner hereinafter mentioned. And
if any person or persons shall wilfully or fraudulently make or cause, or procure
to be made, any false entry or fraudulent erasure in any such plantation book, or
shall wilfully or fraudulently burn, cancel, destroy, or obliterate the same, or any
part or parts thereof, the person or persons so offending shall be, and be deemed
and taken to be, guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall
suffer such punishment as hereinafter provided.

- 14. And be it further enacted, that upon the prosecution of any person being
theowner, proprietor, or manager of any plantation, for inflicting, or causing or
procuring to be inflicted, on any Slave or Slaves, any punishment hereby declared
to be illegal, if the Slave so declared to be illegally punished shall be produced in
open Court, and if the marks or traces of recent flogging or laceration shall ap-
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pear upon.the person of such Slave, and if such Slave shall in open Court declare
such traces to be the consequences of any such unlawful punishment or Correc-
tion, and, being duly examined by the said Court, shall make a particular, con.
sistent, and probable statement of all the circumstances attendant upon such
unlawful punishment, then and in every such case, although such Slavewill
not be a competent witness within the provisions of this Act, the owner, pro-
prietor, manager, or other person having the charge of such Slave, shall bebound
to shew to the satisfaction of the Court and Jury, or prove upon his own oath
that the punishment, of which the marks or traces may be so apparent, was
not inflicted by him, or by his procurement, or with his knowledge or consent,
or to prove that such punishment was a lawful punishment within the meaning
of this Act, and was inflicted in the presence of one such witness of free con-
dition, as is required by this Act. And in default of his shewing to the Court
and Jury, or giving proof on his own oath or otherwise, such owner,Proprietor,
manager, or other person as aforesaid, shall and may be convicted, and adjudged
to be guilty, of the offence imputed to him.

15. And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful, in the execution
of any Judgment, sentence, decree, or order, of any tribunal of any Court of
Justice within the said Island, to seize and sell, in satisfaction thereof, any Slave
having a husband or wife, or a child under the age of sixteen years, or a re.
puted husband, or wife, or child under the age of sixteen years, who may be
the property of the same person or persons, unless such husband, and wife, and
child, or reputed husband, or wife, or child, shall be sold together, and in one
and the same lot, and to the same person or persons. And if in the execution
of any such judgment, sentence, decree, or order, any Slave or Slaves shall
be sold separate or apart from any such husband, wife, or child, orreputed
husband, wife, or child as aforesaid, then and in every such case such sale and
execution shall be, and the same is declared to be, absolutely null in the law,
to all intents and purposes whatsoever. Provided, that no such sale of a Slave
shall be void or invalid by reason or on account of the husband, or wife, or
child under sixteen years, or the reputed husband, wife, or child under sixteen
years, belonging to the same owner, not being sold together with such Slave in
the same lot, if such Slave, being questioned thereto by the marshal or other
officer who shall make such sale, which such marshal or other officer is here-
by required to do, under the penalty of twenty pounds current money, to be
recovered as hereinafter mentioned, shall not give to the said marshal, or other
officer information thereof, and declare the name or names of such his or her
husband, wife, or child under sixteen years, or reputed husband,wife, or child
under sixteen years, belonging to his or her owner; and the marshal or other
officer who shall make any such sale of any Slaves, without selling any hus-
band or wife, or child orchildren, with such Slave, shall make a memorandum
in his book of sales of his having made inquiry of such Slave as* to his or her
having a husband, or wife, or child, or children under sixteen years, or a reputed
husband, wife, or child, or children ynder sixteen years of age, belonging to his or

"her owner, and his or her having failed to give such information thereof as afore-
said, which memorandum, duly signed by the marshal or other officer making
such sale, shall in all Courts be had and taken as sufficient evidence that such
inquiry, as hereinbefore directed, was made, and of such default in such Slave
of giving such information of his or her having such husband, wife, or child, or
reputed husband, wife, or child, belonging to such qwner. oo

16. Clauses establishing Saving Banks for the Slaves, and Placing such
Banks under certain regulations, and under the control of the Colonial
Treasurer. |

17. And be it further enacted, that in case: any Slaye within the said Island
shall be desirous to purchase the freedom of himself or herself, or if his or her
husband or wife or child, or brother or sister, it shall and may be lawful to and
for any such Slave so to purchase the freedom of himselfor of any otherperson
as aforesaid, and if the owner or proprietor of any such Slave shall be unwilling
to effect his or her manumission, or shall by reason, of. any mortgage, settle-
ment, or lease, or other charge upon or interest-in such Slave, being vested in
any other person or persons be unable to execute a valid and effectual: manvmis-
sion ofany such Slave,. or if theowner or proprietor or any other person having
an interest in any such Slave shall be a minor or married woman, or idiot, of
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junatic, or if the real or true owner of any such Slave shall be absent from the
said Island, or shall not be known, or if any suit or action shall be pending in
any Court of Justice in the said Island wherein the title to such Slave or the
right to his services shall or may be in controversy, or if the owner of any such
Slave shall demand as the price of his or her freedom a greater sum of money
thanmay be the fair and just value thereof, then and in such and every of the
cases aforesaid, any two Magistrates of the said Island, on application to them for
thatpurpose made, shall issue a summons under their hands and seals, requiring
the owner or manager of such Slave, or the person or persons under whose direc-
tion such Slave may be to appear before them, either by themselves or their
agents, at some convenient time and place to be for that purpose appointed ; and
notice shall also be published by the said Magistrate in the public Gazette of the
said Island, on three several days, of the time and place appointed for the purpose
aforesaid, and in such notice, all persons having or claiming to have any title or
interest in or to the Slave proposed to be manumitted, either in their own right
or as the guardians, attornies, trustees, or executors of any other persons, shall
be required to attend and prefer such claims.

18. And be it further enacted, that at the time appointed for any such
meeting as aforesaid, the said Magistrates, in the presence of the owner oF
attorney of such owner of the Slave or Slaves proposed to be manumitted, or
{upon proof being made to them upon oath, of the due service and publication
of such notice as aforesaid, then if necessary) in the absence of such owner or
attorney shall proceed to hear in any summary way what may be alleged either
by or for the said Slave, or by the owner or attorney, or other person claiming
any interest in the Slave proposed to be manumitted; and in case theparties or
any of them shall refuse to effect any such manumission,or if it shall appear to
the said Magistrates that a valid and effectual manumission of any such Slave
cannot be legally effected by private contract, or if it shall be made to appear to
the said Magistrates that the owner or proprietor of any such Slave, or that any

rson having any charge upon or interest in him or her, is absent from the said
‘sland, or is unknown or cannot be found, or that any action or suit is depend-
ing in any Court of Justice in the said Island, wherein thetitle to the said Slave
or the right to his services is in controversy, or if it shall appear to the said
Magistrates that any difference of opinion exists between the said Slave or
Slaves and the owner thereof respecting his or her price or value, then and in
every such case the said two Magistrates shall require the said Slave and the
owner or attorney, or the person having the direction of the said Slave, each
to nominate an appraiser of his or her value, and the said Magistrate shall
nominate an umpire between such appraisers, and the said appraisers, being first
duly sworn before the said Magistrates to makea fair and impartial appraise-
ment, shall within seven days next after their appointment make a joint valua-
tion of the Slave proposed to be manumitted, and shall certify such their
valuation to the said Magistrates under their hands and seals; and in case such
Joint certificate shall not be delivered to the said Magistrates within the said
term of seven days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid,
shall within the next seven days certify his valuation under his hand and seal to
the said two Magistrates, and the valuation in the manner aforesaid, either by
the said joint appraisers, or in their default by the said umpire, shall be binding
and conclusive, and shall be entered and enrolled in the Office of Registry of the
said Island.

19. And be it further enacted, that upon payment to the owner or owners,
or other person or persons, in the said Island, competent to give discharge for
the same, such owner or owners, person or persons, shall give a receipt or
discharge for the same; or, if by reason of any of the circumstances aforesaid,
there he not any person or persons on the Island competent to give such lawful
discharge, or, being such person or persons, he, she, or they shall refuse to
receive the same and give such receipt, then, upon payment to the Treasurer of
the said Island of the appraised value of any such Slave as aforesaid, the said
Treasurer shall grant to the said Slave a receipt for the money so to be received
by him, and such receipt of the Treasurer shall be duly enrolled in the office
of Registry of Deeds in the said Island, together with a declaration under the
hand and seal of the said Magistrates, that the proceedings required by law
by the manumission of the Slave, by or on behalf of whom such money was
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paid, had been duly had before them ; and thereupon, such Slave shall be, and
be deemed, taken, and reputed to be free to all intents and purposes what.soever.

20. A Clause appropriating the money so received by the Treasurer,
21. And be it further enacted, that any person who may be convicted ofany act, hereby declared to be a misdemeanor, shall, if of ‘free condition, be

and become liable to a fine, not exceeding two hundred pounds currency, or to
imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both to fine and imprisonment at
the discretion of the Court before which any such person may be convicted ;
and in case any person be convicted of cruelty to any Slave, the said Court is
hereby authorized, at their discretion, to order the right and title of and
interest of the person so convicted of and in such Slave to beabsolutelyfor-. feited to His Majesty ; and all fines and pecuniary penalties shall be recovered
by indictment or information, and shall be divided and paid, one half to His
Majesty, for the use of the public of this Islarid, and the other half to the use
of the person or persons who shall prosecute for the same.

22. And beit further enacted, that the 3d, 5th, 12th, and 15th Clauses of an
Act of this Island, intituled, “ An Act for attainting several Negroes therein
** mentioned; for the more effectually preventing Negroes from running away
“ from their master’s service; and for explaining and rendering more effectual
“an Act, intituled, An Act for the better government of Negroes and other
“ Slaves,” shall, from and after the passing of this Act, stand and be absolutely.
and entirely repealed ; and also that such part of the tenth section of the said
Act as relates to the prosecution of any Slave, who shall have absented himself
from his master’s service above the space of six months, and such part of the .
twelfth section of the said Act as requires the master or owner o any plan-
tation, who shall find any Slave upon his plantation without a ticket or business
from his master or owner, to punish such Slave, shall also stand and be
repealed from and after the passing of this Act.
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No. I.

Sir, Downing Street, 19th March 1826.

WHEN I had the honour of communicating to you the Resolutions of the
House of Commons in 1823, you were instructed to bring under the considera-
tion of the Council and Legislative Assembly of St. Vincent some of the mea-
sures which His Majesty’s Goyernment recommended for improving the condi-
tion of the Slave population. ;

In 1824 I had the honour of communicating to you a copy of the Trinidad
Order in Council, containing, with the others, the further measures which His
Majesty’s Government considered it to be their duty to propose for carrying
into effect in His Majesty’s Colonies the Resolutions of the House of Com-
mons, The measures recommended in these communications provided, first,
for the improvement of the condition of the Slave population; secondly, for
the manumission of Slaves on such principles as would give to the Slaves, on
the one hand, a means of acquiring their freedom, or that of their families, and,
on the other, secure to the Planter, by an equitable appraisement, a full indem-
nification for the loss which he might experience by their manumission.

In directing you to lay this Order before the Council and Legislative Assem-
bly, I thought it desirable, in the first instance, that it should be left to them
to proceed in such manner as might appear to them adviseable for taking all
these several measures under their consideration. The Act which you have
recently transmitted to me is yet under His Majesty’s consideration. It con-
tains many provisions which must be considered as making a praiseworthy and
important approximation to those which have been recommended. It contains
also a provision respecting the trial of Slaves accused of capital offences which
has been spontaneously introduced by the Legislature, and does them credit,
I shall reserve for a future opportunity the detailed observations which it may
be desirable to make upon several of the Clauses, but in the mean time it is my
duty to apprize you that however sensible of the merits of the Act, as far as it
goes, | cannot but be also sensible that an Act én which there are no provisions
respecting manumission without the consent of the owner, flogging of females,
disuse of the driver’s whip, and the appointment of a duly empowered Protector
of Slaves, must fall far short of what Parliament and the Country require.
You will, io again addressing yourself to the Assembiy, have to communi-

cate to them the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords with the Reso-
lutions of the House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring the whole
subject under the consideration of the Assembly in a more distinct shape, I
shall take an early opportunity of sending out to you all the measures contained
in the Order in Council classed under separate heads, and accompanied with
such explanations as may be necessary, with a view of placing in a clearer
light some of those provisions which I have reason to believe have been mis-
understood.
On the receipt of this communication you will take the proper steps for

having Bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in such
manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of St. Vincent's.
When these Bills shall lave been duly prepared, you will cause them to beé

brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly may
have them separately before them, and either pass them in the shape in which
they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifications of their
provisions as the Assembly may deem expedient, unless (what I anxiously de-
precate) they should come to decision of rejecting them,
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The Assembly will thus be placed in full possession of all which His Ma-
jesty’s Government contemplate for carrying intoeffect the Resolutions of the
Two Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations will enable His
Majesty’s Government to judge whether it will be necessary to take any other
course for the attainment of that object.

If you should have it in your power to announce to me that the Council and
Assembly have agreed to Bills substantially carrying into effect all the several
measures which have thus been brought under their consideration, it will onl
remain for me, in communicating to you His Majesty’s allowance of these Bills
to congratulate you and the Legislature of St. Vincent on the establishment of
a system, both for improving the condition of the Slave population, and for pro-
viding for the manumission of the Slaves and of their families, on a principle
of equitable appraisement, which system will have fully carried into effect the
Resolutions of the Two Houses of Parliament. Nothing will then remain but
to provide for the improventent of the Judicial System, and for its accommoda-
tion to the present state of the whole community, including the Slavepopula-
tion. The means of accomplishing this object will be facilitated by the Report
of the Commissioners of Legal Inquiry, who, as you are aware, have been em-
loyed for that purpose in the examination of the constitution and practice of

all the Courts of Justice in the Island.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Rear-Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, &c. &c. &c.

No. 2.

Sir, Downing Street, 21st May 1826.

IN my despatch to you dated the 19th of March last, I had the honour to
announce to you that I should take an early opportunity of sending out to you
all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order in Council, classed under sepa-
rate heads.

In the enclosed papers will be found all the provisions of the Order in
Council of the 10th March 1824, for improving the condition of Slaves in the
Island of Trinidad, with all such modifications of that Order as have been
introduced by any subsequent enactments.

These enclosures relate to the eight following subjects: First, the Office of
Protector and Guardian of Slaves; secondly, the admission of the Evidence of
Slaves in civil and criminal cases; thirdly, the Manumission of Slaves ; fourthly,
the intermarriage of Slaves; fifthly, the observance of Sunday, and the aboli-
tion of public markets on that day; sixthly, the acquisition of property by
Slaves, and the establishment of Savings Banks for the better protection of it;
seventhly, the separation of families under judicial process; and, eighthly, the
punishment of Slaves, with the record to be kept of such punishments, when
inflicted by the authority of the owner.
To each of these Enclosures I have subjoined Notes, explanatory of the

deviations which may be found in them from the rules originally promulgated
in the Order in Council of the 1oth of March 1824.

I have also the honour to enclose copies of my official correspondence on
this subject with the Governor of Trinidad, and the Lieutenant-Governor of
Demerara. From the perusal of that correspondence, you will learn the views
which have been taken by His Majesty’s Government of the various objections
which have been successively urged against the different provisions of the
Order in Couucil, and you will perceive what parts of the law are regarded as
of primary and essential importance. to,

I am perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing In this
country, and without more local knowledge than is attainable here, enactments
upon a subject so comprehensive and important, which are to have their opera-
tion in St. Vincent. I am aware, also, that upon some of the topics comprised
in these papers, the wishes of His Majesty’s Government have already, to a
certain extent, been anticipated by the existing laws of the Island, and that,
without a very intimate and practical acquaintance with those laws, it may, per-
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haps, not be possible safely to frame new legislative provisions on the same or
similar subjects.

In transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not, therefore, propose them
as drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, nor probably without
some material alterations. My object in this communication has rather been
to explain anew and in the fullest manner the measures which His Majesty's
Government desire to introduce; and I have for this purpose adopted the
form and language of legislative Acts, because, in no other way cauld those
views be explained with equal accuracy and precision, His Majesty will,
however, be ready to confirm any laws in which the legislature of St. Vincent
may effectually embody these principles, and give effect to those intentions,
however much such laws may depart from the enclosed drafts in arrangement,
language, or minor details. ,
You will therefore immediately on receiving this despatch, make a confi-

dential communication on the subject to the Law Officers of the Crown
within your Government, transmitting to them a copy of this despatch and its
enclosures, and requiring them_to prepare for your consideration the drafts of
as many distinct Bills as they may think best adapted for giving full and
complete effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, as explained in
the enclosed drafts. In performing this duty, they will of course have regard,
not only to such local circumstances as may necessarily affect the form and
language of those provisions, but also to some enactments in the late Slave
Melioration Act, and to any other of the existing laws of the Colony, in which
the same or the like provisions as are contained in these drafts may be found.
They will also consider how far a consolidation of such former Acts with the
projected Bills may be practicable or convenient, and they will report to you
in writing every material observation which they may have to offer upon the

. form and structure of the proposed laws.
As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these measures

can be most properly brought forward, you will take the most convenient
method in your power for introducing them to the consideration of the
Legislative Council and Assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind you of
the necessity of proceeding on this occasion with such discretion, and with
such a regard to the constitutional privileges of the Council and Assembly, as
to afford no reasonable cause for any jealousy or complaint on the part of these
bodies. Upon this subject you will exercise your own Judgment, with all the
advantage to be derived from your acquaintance with the established usages of
Colonial Legislature.
At the conclusion of the Session you will transmit to me, with the least

possible delay, a report of the progress which may have been made in carrying
these intentions of His Majesty’s Government into effect; and in case that
this object shall not have been effectually accomplished, you will accompany
that report by a distinct reference to each clause of each of the drafts enclosed,
stating in detail the reasons which may have prevented the adoption of any
of those clauses, and distinguishing with precision what parts of the clauses
recommended have been enacted, and what parts have been rejected by the
legislature. In those cases where the existence of previous enactments may
have been thought to render any further legislation unnecessary, you will at
the same time call my attention to such previous enactments, of which you
will transmit copies.

I have thus once more directed your attention to this most important
subject, and I cannot close the present despatch without again reminding you
that His Majesty’s Government will feel the most lively interest in the result
of the deliberations of the Legislative Council and Assembly. I am not
disposed to anticipate the continued rejection of the enactments, so earnestly
and anxiously looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and by every class of
society in this kingdom. On the contrary, ] must still hope, that it will
shortly be in my power to lay before His Majesty Acts of the Assemblyof
St. Vincent, fully carrying into effect the spirit of the various provisions, which
by His commands I have now the honour to transmit to you.

I have, &e.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Rear-Admiral Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B. &c. &c. &c. .
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No. 3.

Sir, Downing Street, 25th May 1826,
ALONG with this letter you will receive a despatch on the subject of the

Slave Laws of the Colony under your Government. You will find no more
than an incidental notice of the Slave Melioration Act transmitted by you on
the 27th December, for I have found it impossible in my present despatch to
enter into a minute examination of this Act without occasioning delay,

In case, however, the Legislature should meet to consider the subject of m
present despatch before I shall have been enabled to communicate to you the
result of my more mature consideration of their recent Slave Act, you will as.
sure them that I shall not omit the earliest opportunity in my power of offering
any observations which may be suggested by that Act, and appear calculated to
assist their further legislation upon the subject.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Rear-Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, &c. &c.

No. 4.

My Lorp, Government House, St. Vincent's, 3d August 1826.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

No. 17, dated 21st May, with its several enclosures, relating to the improve-
ment of the condition of the Slaves within this Colony, the whole of which are
now under the consideration of the Crown Officers.

I have, &e.
(Signed) C. BRISBANE,

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. &c. &c.

 

No. 5.

My Lorp, Government House, St. Vincent, 23d August 1826.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, my pro-

ceedings on the drafts received from your Lordship relating to the proposed
measures for the further amelioration of the condition of the Slaves in this
Colony.
TheCrown Officers, as your Lordship will perceive by their communication

(herewith inclosed), conceived it most advisable to embody the several Clauses,
thereby forming one Bill, and they state the reasons which induced them to
make some alterations. In this shape I submitted these measures to the consi-
deration of the Assembly on the 17th instant, when the Bill was readafirst
time, and a second reading ordered for the 5th September.

I refer your Lordship to the Speaker’s letter for the sense of the pre-
sent Assembly on this important subject, and although his expressions are
not calculated to excite any favourable impressions as to the ultimate success of
the Bill, I nevertheless hope a new Assembly, which I must shortly summon,
may be induced to listen more favourably to the suggestions of your Lordship.

I have, &c.
(Signed) C. BRISBANE.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. &c. &c.

 

Sir, Saint Vincent, 8th August 1826.
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s com-

munication of the July, with the documents accompanying it, which are
returned. After due consideration we have deemed it advisable to consolidate
the eight Acts into one, and to repeal such Clauses in the present Slave Act as
are repugnant to this supplement, and to propose that it shall be limited to the
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duration of that Act, so that at a future period, when their legal effects have
been duly appreciated, they can be consolidated.
We now submit to your Excellency the prepared draft of the Bill, and we have

addeda table specifying the Clauses of each Act, and its corresponding relative
in our proposed draft, with notes on the particular Clauses, where any omission
has been made, or trifling addition inserted; the blanks filled up in pencil are
taken from His Majesty’s Order in Council. We do not consider. ourselves
authorized to make any alterations in the general measures proposed further
than to adopt them to the Acts now in force.

We have, &c.
(Signed) J. R. DASENT,

CHARLES SHEPHARD.

His Excellency Sir Charles Brisbane, K. C. B. &c. &c.

No. 1.—Protector of Slaves.
Clauses in the Bill.

1. Protector appointed . oe . t

2. Deputy in case of absence. . . 2

3. Duty performed in person . . .
4. Oath prescribed . . . . } 3
5. Not to own estate or Slaves . . :
6. Acts valid until forfeiture. . } 4
7. Residence in Island . . . 5
8. Office in Kingston . . . . 6
g. Assistant Protectors . . .
10. Appointed during pleasure . . . 7
11, Salaries in lieu of fees . . . 8 (Note 1)
12. Public Prosecutor . : . . 9
13. Quarterly Reports. . . omitted, included in cl. 53 (2).
14, Altering Books Cheeaens . 4 . . 10
15. Commander-in-Chief’s acts vali : . :

16. Duties performed. . . : } omitted(3)

No. 2.—Savings Banks.

1. Slaves acquire property : 1
2. Savings Bank established . 12
g. Declaration of trust . . . 13
4. Under care of Protector . 14
5. Limitation of deposit : . . 15
6. Return of deposits made. . . omitted, included 53

No. 3.—Evidence of Slaves.

1. Clergyman give certificate. : . 16
%. Licence to grant such . . . 17
3. Slaves’ Evidence admissible . . . 18
4. Protector give copies of certificate. . 19
5. Not evidence against Owner in civil cases
6. Nor Whites charged capitally . ‘ 20
7. Not affect powers of Courts . .
8. Nor competency, as if free . . .
9. Return of certificates granted . - omitted, included 53

No. 4.— Marriages.

1. Protector grant Licence . . . 21
2. Proceedings on Owner’s refusal . . 22
3. Licences, to whom directed . . 23
4. Validity confirmed . .
5. Certificate of Marriage : 24
6. Marriage rights as free . . : .
7. Return of Licences . . . omitted, incl. in el. 53
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Clauses ia the Bill.
No. 5.—Sale of Slaves.

1, Slaves not separated . : . 9
2. Marshal's Special Return 5

No. 6.—Markets.

1. No market after 10, Sunday 26 (Note 4.)
2. After abolition same penalties .
3. Proclamation for total abolition . . 27
4. Sale of victuals allowed . .
5. Private Markets . . . : omitted (Note 5.)
6. Period of Slaves working =. . .
7. Not to be hired . . . . jas
8. Necessary duties to be ‘done
9. Preservation of crops . . . 29

10. Not worked on Sundays . . . 30

No. 7.—Punishments.

1. Protector attend trial of Slaves 31
2. No whip carried . . . omitted Note 6
g. Punishments restrained . omitted (Note6.)
4. Proviso for Courts authority . omitted (Note 7.)
5. Females not whipped - . 2
6. Children punished . . . . 3
7. Punishment of Females defined . .
8. Penalty on repeating punishment. : }ss
9. Males punished as females . . .

10. Inflicted after 24 hours . ‘ bss
11. Record Books kept. . . . 35
12. Copies delivered Protector on oath . . 6
13. When no punishments . . . hs
14. Form of Affidavits to be sent . .
15. Neglecting returns . . . . hs7
16. Assistant Protectors returns . ‘ . 38
17. Returns to be copied . . . 39
18. Traces of punishment evidence . . 40
19. Perjur . . . :
20.Misdemeanor, punishment for . . }a (8)
21. Slave forfeited for cruelty. . .
22. On twice conviction, penalty . fas
23. Forfeiture not to affect other interests
24. Not carried into effect until notice. . 43
25. Returns of punishments . - omitted, incl. Cl. 53.

No. 8.—Manumissions.

1. Fees on manumissions . . : 44
2. Slave buying, self or wife, &c. . } 45
3. Proceedings on Owner’s refusal .
4. Appraisement, &c. . . . . 46
5. Manumission, how made. . . 47
6. Appropriation of purchase-money . . 48
7. In particular cases. . oy . 49
8. Certificate on title on private sale. . 50
9. Protectors Certificate of age, &c. .

10. Return of Manumissions . . - omitted, incl. in Cl. 53.

Additional Clauses.

Act to be taken as Supplemental to Slave Act 52
Returns of Protectors of Slaves . . 53
Repeal of certain Clauses of Slave Act . 54
Duration of Act . . . . 55
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Notes referred to in theforegoing pages.

No. 1.—In this Clause we have added that the salary of the Protector shall
be paid by warrant ofHis Majesty, but we have not specified out of what fund.
No. 2.—A Clause of this kind is inserted at the end of each of the Acts

which we have consolidated in Clause 53.
No. 3.—These Clauses are quite useless in this Island.
No. 4.—We have defined the penalty as more convenient for Justices than a

reference to the English Statutes,
No. 5.—This Clause is useless, as we have no private markets, nor can any

prescriptive right exist in this Island.
No. 6.—These are already provided for by the 21st and 23d Clauses of the

Slave Act, except the presence of a free person at punishments, which we have
introduced in the 34th Clause.
No. 7.—This is provided for by the 68th and 71st Clauses of the Slave

Act.
No, 8.—The punishment of a Slave for perjury has already been defined in

the 72nd Clause of the Slave Act, which we have retained.
(Signed) J. R. DASENT,

CHARLES SHEPHARD.

Sir, Government House, St. Vincent's, 17 August 1826.
IN obedience to the commands of His Majesty’s Government, signified

through the Right Honourable the Earl Bathurst, I have convened the present
meeting of the Legislature, to submit for their consideration, with a view to the
adoption of certain measures which I have the honour to transmit to you em-
bodied in a Bill prepared by His Majesty’s Crown Officers of the Colony, for
giving full effect to the improvements and appointments which are considered
essentially necessary to secure to our Slave Population the benefits therein con-
templated.
Enactments upon a subject so comprehensive and important require great

deliberation. I think we may with reason expect many advantages from a
more intimate and practical acquaintance with the operation of the proposed
aw.
From the frequent expressions of the Legislature of their readiness at all

times to co-operate with His Majesty’s Government in the great work of ame-
lioration, I look forward witha lively interest as to the result of their delibera-
tions on the subject now laid before them, and while I earnestly entreat atten-
tion to the desires of the Imperial Parliament, and of every class of Society in
Great Britain, I cannot but allude to the exertions made in the Mother Country
to enforce those measures, which, however, His Majesty’s Government have pre-
ferred should be the spontaneous act of the Colonies themselves.

It will be my duty to report the progress which may be made in carrying
these intentions of His Majesty’s Government into operation, and I do sincerely
hope I shall have the pleasure of transmitting for His Majesty’s consideration
such an Act as will give effect to the various provisions, and reflect the highest
honour on the character, loyalty, and liberality, of this very flourishingColony.

I have, &c.
(Signed) C. BRISBANE.

The Hon. John Dalzell, Speaker of Assembly, &c. &c.

Acopy of the above, accompanied by a draft of the Bill sent to the Board of
council.

(Signed) C. B.
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Sir, St. Vincent, Council Chamber, 17 August 1826.
I AM commanded by the President and Members of His Majesty’s Council to

acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s communication of this date, with
a copy of a Bill for the amelioration of Slaves.

I am directed to state that they will pay such attention to the matters therein
contained, when they shall be brought before them, as the importance of the
subject requires.

By Command, |
(Signed) CHARLES SHEPHARD.

His Excellency Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, K. C. B.
&. &e. &e.

Sir, House of Assembly, Saint Vincent's, 19 August 1826.
THE House met on the 17th instant, in obedience to your Excellency’s call,

and received your communication of that date with the solemnity and attention
naturally created by the grave and important nature of the measures submitted
to its consideration,
The Bill containing the enactments which His Majesty’s Government seem

so extremely anxious to have become the Law for the Government of Slaves,
has been read a first time, but many >f the most valuable and wholesome
Clauses are already in full operation under our present Slave Act, and others
are so utterly repugnant to that influence and control which the master seems
naturally destined to exercise over his Slaves, that Iam not enabled to give
your Excellency much reason to expect that the intentions of His Majesty’s
Government will be carried into effect by the Legislature of this Colony.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN DALZELL, Speaker.

His Excellency Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, K. C. B.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 6.

My Lorp, Government House, St. Vincent's, 28th September 1826.
WITH reference to the despatch which I had the honour to address to

your Lordship on the 23d of August, relating to the proposed measures for
a further amelioration of the condition of our Slave population, I now transmit
for your Lordship’s information the enclosed communication from the two
Houses of Legislature on the subject of the measures in question, and I have
much reason to apprehend the determination therein expressed is the echo of
public feeling and opinion.
The Session of the present Assembly is drawing to a close; and, although I

cannot anticipate any very favourable change, either of members or of senti-
ment on these important measures, yet, I assure your Lordship, my influence
and interest shall be equally exerted to encourage them to listen with more
readiness to the proposals of His Majesty’s Government.

I have, &c.
(Signed) _C. BRISBANE.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. &c. &c.

Sir, ; Saint Vincent's, September 5, 1826. _
HIS Majesty’s Council and the House of Assembly entered upon the consi-

deration of the measures which your Excellency submitted to the Legislature
on the 17th August, with that diligence and anxiety which the nature of the
subject demanded, and, moreover, with a fixed and unfeigned determination
to meet and to conform on every practical point to the wishes of His Majesty’s
Ministers. In addition to this feeling, the Council and Assembly are actuated
bya sincere desire, not only not to treat the declared opinions of Parliament
with the semblance of contumacy, but to evince their continued affection for
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our gracious Sovereign's Throne and Government, and their unabated attach-

ment to the Laws and Constitution of the Country. But it is distressing to

reflect that they are nevertheless, by an unexampled course of circumstances,
laced in such a situation as to have no other course of proceeding left but

that which will appear at variance with those express intentions and desires of
Government. They can only pursue a frank and manly line of conduct, by at
once declaring their opinion that many of the proposed enactments, the draft

of which has been laid before them, are unsound in principle, and totally inap-

licable to the present state of Slavery, while others appear ill-timed and inex-

pedient, even if viewed with exclusive reference to the class of society in that

state.
The Council and Assembly freely admit that those measures have been

framed in England with good intentions, and on the most benevolent principles,
and that many persons there, with the best intentions towards the Colonies,

are of opinion that their legal operation would prove not only not detrimental

to the rights and interests of the Master, but would materially improve the
moral condition, and physical comfort and happiness of the Slave. This pro-
position they maintain to be extremely erroneous, and charged with the most

troublesome and dangerous consequences to both parties. Thus, unhappily,

at the very threshhold of this important question, they are compelled to be at

issue; and, unless they shall be fortunate enough to convince those in power
that their apprehensions are not groundless, not only will the amelioration of

Slavery be greatly impeded, but such strife and confusion may speedily pervade

these Colonies, as will ever after leave the safe, practical decision of the ques-
tion hopeless. Measures of doubtful expediency are thrust upon the Legisla-

tures, with a haste and dogmatism unknown in more temperate and unpre-

judiced times, and equally at variance with that sound and deliberate considera-
tion usually bestowed on great questions, affecting or impugning at once moral
principles and civil rights. It is admitted we are on the road leading to the

amelioration of personal Slavery, but, instead of making our route with the
caution of prudent commanders in an unknown country, no progress is satis-

factory but that made by tiresome forced marches with one division only,

while the unwieldy, undisciplined mass, the main body, the moral character

and propensities of the Negro, are left unheeded and unprotected in the rear.

Acting as the Government avowedly professes on the principle that the
Master and Slave are equally to reap the benefit and advantage of their pro-

posed measures, they appear to have closed the door against any further discus-
sion of their safety or practicability; no contrary opinion appears to have
weight, however respectable the source from whence it is derived. Lessons

that have been acquired by disinterested parties, from experience and know-
ledge of the actual state of the mind and habits of the Negro population, are
received with a thrilling indifference; and, finally, the entreaty or even remon-

strance of those who contend and show that their prosperity and fortune, at

the least, are at stake on the result of those measures, ismet with silent reproof

or determined hostility. Thus circumstanced, with such a host of opinions

and authorities against them on the expediency of enforcinga doubtful and
dangerous experiment, which is to affect for ever a million of people and mil-

lions of property, not one moment's delay will be allowed, no day for reflection

and reconsideration ; and Ministers seem to hesitate at no part of this perplex-

ing question but the pledge of compensation, which they openly affirm the
Colonists have no right to expect or demand. The Council and Assembly de-
cidedly maintain that the enactment of those measures would not only remove
from the Proprietor all that wholesome and salutary controul over his labourers
which has grown up with, and now is incorporated in the very best parts of
the system, and which is still necessary for the security and well-being of both,—

but that it would abridge in every respect, and destroy in many others, those

hitherto undoubted rights of property, without the exercise of which for the

present the plantations would become equally ruinous to the owner, as the
Colonies would prove unproductive to the Parent State. We, therefore, for

these and the other reasons hereafter to be enumerated, cannot consent to
become the agents for executing measures from the result of which we can
only contemplate one unvaried scene of disquiet, contest, or ruin. The West

India estates, such as they are, once, in the proudest day of Britain, in her
zenith, cherished and esteemed by her most valiant sons and wisest statesmen,
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but now cast off, contemned, and detested, the Proprietors are ready and
prepared to surrender to the Nation, on receiving a fair and clearly-defined
compensation for their value. Then the question between the Government
and the Colonists, and between the Colonists -and their calumniating adversa-
ries, may, without any viclation of National faith, or invasion of private rights,
be firmly and practically set at rest. The Proprietorswill then bear their full
shareat so costly an experiment; but it appears neither just nor honest to cast
on them alone the whole risk and loss, when they assert and believe the measure
to be so pregnant with mischief and ruin to themselves. ‘
The Council and Assembly do not wish to contend that the day will never

arrive when those enactments may be reasonably and usefully applied. An.
other generation of Slaves may safely participate in all their intended advan.
tages. But in the mean time many preliminary improvements must gradually
disclose themselves, that not even the omnipotence of Acts of Parliament ean
hasten. Orders in Council, however ably framed with reference to plausible
theories, cannot eradicate in a day or a year the craft and superstition of savage
Africa, in which the minds of a great proportion of the Slave population of the
Colony are still imbued. Orders in Council cannot infuse at once, and by
magic, into minds thus benighted, thelights of sound feelings and intellectual
endowments; and, above all, they cannot, as it were, with the speed andplain-
ness of the type, imprint upon a dissolute and unprincipled population, the
sound, mild, and benevolent doctrines of Christianity, just now fairly begun to
be preached with success by the educated Ministers of an established and
responsible Church. When the completion, or even progress, of all those
good works, now commenced under such fair and promising auspices, shall
have opened a safe and practicable road to the expanded minds and improved
hearts of the Negroes, then the Legislature of St. Vincent will be foremost,
as it already has been, to extend to that class of’society those rights and _privi-
leges which time and religious instruction only can fit them to receive and
enjoy, with happiness to themselves and advantage to their Masters.

[t has already been remarked to your Excellency, that many of the most
valuable of the proposed enactments are either positively or virtually in opera.
tion here, under the Slave Act which obtained your Excellency’s sanction last
December; and that others are so directly at variance with the ties that con-
nect the Master and Slave in the bond of reciprocal protection and service,
that they seem inadmissible, either for the purpose of restricting the one or
of relieving the other of those parties, even admitting that restraint on the one
hand, and relief on the other, be necessary. It now remains for the Council
and Assembly to endeavour to support this proposition, with as much brevity
as the nature of the subject will admit.
The draft of “4 Bill for appointing a Protector of Slaves” appears quite

uncalled for in St. Vincent, and would merely create a new and expensive
office, with inconvenient and perplexing machinery, to accomplish a purpose
that is already fully attained by the most simple and unobtrusive means. The
Attorney General of the Colony receives his appointment from the Crown, and
the Legislature has granted him a salary of £500 currency per annum, fixed
in the same permanent manner as that granted to your Excellency. ‘This
salary is in lieu of all fees of office in criminal proceedings. This officer is by
custom and by law the Protector of Slaves, and bound to prosecute all serious
offences against them, or such as are not cognizable and remediable by the
Magistracy, who are in like manner Assistant Protectors, without the name
only, but armed by law with all the powers in minor offences contemplated by
the proposed Bill. In support of this fact, it will be merely necessary to have
reference to the 25th and 26th Clauses of the Slave Act.* In the eventof any

* Clause 25th. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That, in case any Jus-
tice of the Peace shall receive any complaint, or credible information, from any Slave, or other-
wise, that any Slave or Slaves has or have been wantonly or improperly punished or confined contrary
to the true intent and meaning of this Act, it shall and may be lawful to and for such Justiceto
associate one other Justice with him, and to issue their warrant to any Constable, ordering him
immediately to proceed to the place where such Slave or Slaves are or is confined, and torelease
and bring him, her, or them before the Justices, who are hereby authorized to commit the said
Slave or Slaves to the gaol, until enquiry shall be made into the facts; and if upon such enquiry it
shall be found that the said complaint is true, it shall be the duty of the said Justices, and they
are hereby required, to prosecute the offender according to Jaw; but if it shall appear that such
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rson whatever being charged with any of those enumerated offences, or

others of a serious nature against Slaves, not punishable summarily by the

Magistrates, or Assistant Protectors, they are bound, in the words of theAct,

“ to prosecute the offender according to law,” that is, by returning the exami-

nations in the case in writing to the Crown Office, and by binding over the

arties and witnesses to attend at the Court of Grand Sessions of the Peace. In

the case of Slaves being witnesses, their Master must enter into recognizances

for their appearance in like manner. ‘The functions of the Attorney General,

or Protector, then commence; and he necessarily follows up the proceedings

till the offence is investigated, and the criminal punished in the same manner,

and with all the form and solemnity proposed in the Bill for appointing a Pro-

tector. In fact, we can safely assert that in no case does a Slave lose the

protecting power of the Attorney General, until by his own misdeeds he stands

arraigned as a criminal, either for an offence against a fellow Slave or person of

free condition; and in either case the Legislature can triumphantly appeal to

the Slave Act, Clause 69th,* to show that no sooner is he reduced to this situa-

tion than he is transferred to other hands, equally capable of defending and

protecting him. Admitting the worst view ever taken of the character of the

Proprietor, it will be here seen he has not the power, if he had the inclination,
:

of leaving his Slave to his fate, but that, in the hour of his distress, and at the

day of trial, the public purse is opened for his benefit and protection, and all

the talent and humanity of British Barristers at his command.

On the important question of “Slave Evidence,” the Council and As-

sembly must again appeal to the measures the Legislature has already

adopted in this delicate and yet untried subject. ‘The only variations from the

Trinidad Order in the Slave Evidence Enactment, Clause 66th,} are, that Slave

complaint was groundless, the said Justices shall punish the complainant and the person giving

information thereof, if a free person by imprisonment not exceeding ten days, and if a Slave by

any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine, and commitment to hard Jabour for a period

not exceeding ten days, and the costs and charges of the prosecution shall be paid by the Trea-

surer, or his lawful Deputy, in case the owner or owners of the Slave or Slaves shall not be capa-

ble of paying them, upun certificate of the President of the Court to that effect.

Clause 26th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any owner, possessor,

or other person whatsoever, shall, at his, her, or their own will and pleasure, or by his, her, or

their direction, or with his, her, or their knowledge, sufferance, privity, or consent, wantonly or

cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, cut, wound, or imprison, or keep in confinement, without

sufficient support, any Slave or Slaves, he, she, or they shall be liable to be indicted for such

offence, and upon conviction shall be punished by fine, not exceeding one hundred and fifty

pounds, or imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, or both, for each and every Slave so

wounded, punished, or confined as aforesaid, and such punishment is declared to be without pre-

judice to any action that may be brought for the recovery of treble the value of such Slave or

Slaves for or on account of the same, in case such Slave or Slaves shall not be the absolute and

entire property of the offender; and in atrocious cases, where the owner of such Slave or Slaves

shall be convicted of such offence, the Court are hereby empowered, in case they shall think it

necessary for the future protection of euch Slave or Slaves, to declare him, her, or them free and

discharged from all manner of servitude whatsoever, and to order and direct the said one hundred

and fifty pounds to be paid to the Treasurer, or his lawful Deputy, who shall pay to each of the

said Slave or Slaves so made free the sum of fifteen pounds per annum for his or her maintenance

and support during life.
* Clause 69. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave or Slaves

charged with any of the before-mentioned offences, or any other offence whatsoever which may

render him, her, or them liable to the punishment of death, transportation, or imprisonment for

life, shall be tried in all respects in the same manner as free persons, at the Court of Sessions,

and six days before the sitting of the Court the Clerk of the Crown and Peace shall deliver a list

of all the Slaves so to be tried to the President of the Court, who shall thereupon appoint a Bar-

rister to act as Counsel for each prisoner, and in case of an indictment between the said six days

and the sitting of the Court, then and in such case Counsel shall be appointed for the prisoner as

early as may be, and the Jury shall, if they find the prisoner guilty, ascertain the value of him or

her, and such value of such condemned Slave shall be paid to the owner or possessor of such Slave

so condemned or executed, out of the Public Treasury of these Islands, upon producing the certifi-

cate of such condemnation and appraisement under the hand and seal of the Judge presiding at

the trial of such Slave or Slaves, and also the certificate of the Provost Marshal General of the

exectition, transportation, or imprisonment of such Slave or Slaves, except it shall appear that

the owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves had refused to deliver up such Slave or Slaves, as

hereinafter mentioned: and the Counsel so appointed to defend the prisoner shall be paid by the

Treasurer, or his lawful Deputy, the sum of sixteen pounds ten shillings currency.

+ Clause 66th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person shall

henceforth be rejected as a witness, or considered as incompetent to give evidence in any cases of

murder, felony, or any other offence which shall subject the party or parties guilty thereof to suf-

fer death or transportation by reason of the said witness being in a state of slavery, provided

always that the Slave or Slaves produced as a witness or witnesses shall at the same time produce
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testimony is inadmissible in prosecutions against their Master, or his
agents over them, and that a certificate of good conduct is required from
the Master or Attorney, in addition to the other guards in that Order,These additional precautions were thought highly advisable in the mere
infancy of this experiment, because it was deemed improper to place the
Slave at once, before he could well comprehend the nature of the privi-
lege extended to him, in direct and public ‘opposition to his master, and
because Slaves might frequently be brought up to give evidence, who, from
the retired nature of their habits, and secluded residence, could only be knownpersonally, or with reference to their moral habits and general behaviour, by
their Master, or his agents. * * * #* * #* But we are by no means
inclined to be inflexible in future enactments with reference to Slave evidencein criminal matters, when it shall be found that no danger and inconveniencehave been experienced from the extent to which it is at present admissible. In
civil proceedings however we think it adviseable to take a more decided course,from the conviction that here it is perfectly unnecessary, and that its admissionwould neither promote the public good, nor contribute to private advantage,and therefore we utterly reject any enactment on this branch of the subject.
The most importantofall, are the considerations involved in the next propo-sition, of “ a Bill 40 manumit Slaves, and to enable them to purchase them-

selves ;" this question aims at the vitals of all property, and while glancingover the Slave with a slight wound, would reach the heart of the Master.
The Legislature has removed every obstacle to the voluntary manumission ofSlaves, by the 1$th* and 19th Clauses of the Slave Act, but if the measureof

before the Judge, Justice of the Peace, or Court, to which any Grand Jury or Petty Jury aresummoned, a certificate of his, her, or their baptism, under the hand of the clergyman of the parishin which he, she, or they shall have been resident at the time of his, her, or their baptism, or anextract of the entry of such baptism from the registry of such parish or cure; and also a certificateunder the hand of a clergyman, ‘and of the proprietor, or the attorney of the proprietor of suchSlave or Slaves so produced as a witness or witnesses that such Slave or Slaves is or are ofgood cha-racter and repute, and that he, she, or they have been sufficiently instructed in the principles of reli-gion, as in thejudgment and belief of the party so certifying, to understand the nature and obligationof an oath ; and provided also that the court before which such Slave or Slaves is or are produced asawitness or witnesses shall be satisfied, on examination, with such certificates, and of the accuracy ofthe facts therein certified ; and provided also that no white person or free person shall be convictedofany of the crimes aforesaid on the testimony of any Slaves, unless two of the said Slaves at least,produced as witnesses, clearly and consistently with each other depose to the same fact, act, or cir-cumstances, and also, unless the said Slaves are examined apart, and out of the hearing of each other3and provided also that no white person, or free person shall be convicted on the testimony of anySlaves of any of the crimes aforesaid, unless the person or persons be charged and prosecuted for thesaid crime or crimes within twelve months after the commission thereof; and it is hereby expresslydeclared and provided, That no person being in a state of Slavery shall be admitted to give evidencein any case where his or her owner, or the attorney, manager, overseer, or person having thechargeof such Slave, may be charged with, or prosecuted for, any of the crimes aforesaid, or in any casewhere any white person may be charged with, or prosecuted for, any offence punishable withdeath.
* Clause 18. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all manumissions ofany Slave or Slaves, duly executed and recorded in the Register’s office of these Islands, shall begood, valid, and effectual conveyances in the Law, to all intents and purposes whatsoever, and theRegister of Deeds, or his lawful deputy, shall publish the names of the parties executing the deed,and the names of the Slave or Slaves thereby manumitted, in three successive gazettes or other news-papers, published next after the acknowledgment of such manumission, at the expense of the partyrecording the deed, the fee for which shall be four pounds currency; provided always that noowner or possessor of any Slave or Slaves, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney, guardian,trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall manumit any Slave or Slaves on account, or by reason of,such Slave or Slaves being rendered incapable of labour or service to his, her, or their owner orpossessor, by means of sickness, age, or infirmity of mind or body, under the penalty of twohundred pounds currency, to be recovered before any two Justices of the Peace, and upon con-viction, to be levied by a warrant under their hands and seals, directed to the Provost MarshalGeheral, or his lawful deputy, which fine shall be paid to the Treasurer or his lawful deputy, who ishereby empowered and directed to allow to each of the said Slave or Slaves so made free, the sumof twenty pounds per annum, to be paid quarterly, for his or her maintenance and support duringlife.
Clause 19. And whereas advantages may be taken of the ignorance of persons who may havebeen imperfectly manumitted, in order to detain them in slavery, be it further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, that any person or persons who shall knowingly or wilfully keep or detain,or cause to be kept or detained, or connive at, or assist in, the detention of any person or personswhatsoever in slavery who shall be entitled to freedom, he, she, or they, upon the freedom of suchperson or persons being established either by the Judgment of any court, or the execution of anydeed or will, or any other satisfactory proof, to be produced before any two Justices of the Peace,shall forfeit and pay to such person or persons s0 detained, treble the amount of any hire that suchperson or persons would kave produced during the time he, she, or they were so detained in
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compulsory manumission should be hastily brought into operation in’ St.
Vincent, it would prove destructive of the advantages hitherto derived in a

national point of view from the Colony. It never can be sanctioned or sub-
mitted to by the Council and House of Assembly till the fact shall have been
satisfactorily and practically established, that free agricultural labour, may be,
and can be substituted, at the will of the Proprietor, for that which he would
be deprived of by the operation of compulsory manumission; and that too.
upon terms equally advantageous in point of expense. When this desirable

oint has been established, His Majesty’s Ministers will find the Colonists as

willing to adopt this measure as they can possibly be to propose it ; although

the Council and Assembly should then still fail to see their way clear
through the other numerous and well founded objections to it, in the

present state of Negro habits, wants, and propensities. Many of these objec-

tions have been already urged with so much force and truth from other quar-
ters, that it would prove fruitless to repeat them in this place, or to enlarge
upon the danger and absurdity of extending the privilege to ‘* reputed relations,”
when so much pains are now taken to inculcate marriage, and the other kindly

and domestic affections.
Among the numerous cases of manumission, to the present time, we have

been unable to trace in this Colony a solitary instance of an agricultural
Slave obtaining his freedom and remaining for wages or any other consider-
ation at his original occupation on a sugar estate. Nor do we think that any

reasonable compensation in the shape of money-wages would induce one of
them at the present moment to return to the continuous, although not onerous
labour necessary for the culture and manufacture of sugar. If this be the fact,
and we challenge enquiry into, and disproof of it if possible, what prospect
would the unfortunate Planter in St. Vincent have before him, but that of

depopulation of his once valuable estate, and consequent ruin to himself and

family ?. The Law now rigidly prohibits the importation of agricultural labour-
ers from the neighbouring and over-peopled Colonies, and if the proposition be
admitted, that Slaves when made free, even with the consent of the Master,

invariably act as has been represented, in what quarter is the Proprietor to
seek relief from such a prospect, or can it be said the fears he entertains are

unfounded.
This Colony contains a vast proportion of uncultivated land, perhaps

sufficient to maintain, on a scale commensurate with their present wants, its.
whole Slave Population. Those lands are hilly, and sometimes mountainous,
but abounding in rich ravines—extremely well watered—always, from the

geographical form of the Island, contiguous on one side or the other to the
sea; and affording every other inducement to an easy or indolent life, The
self manumitted Slave,.by whatever means* this purpose had been accom-
plished, would invariably leave the property of his former Master, and retire to
some delightful spot of one hundred feet square of this land on the banks of a

rivulet, where, with a few hours light work in each week, he would maintain

himself, and be relieved from the only evil of magnitude which in his estima-
tion this world ever presented to him, persevering daily labour; while the

Master, out of the remnant of his dilapidated estate and -deteriorated means,
would be compelled to support the aged relations of this very freed man, and
perhaps his infant children, till they should be fit to place themselves beside
their indolent and now half savage father. Until this deep rooted error has

been eradicated, or in some measure removed from the mind of the Plantation

Negro, it cannot be difficult to foresee and to comprehend all the disastrous con-

sequences the Council and Assembly apprehend from compulsory manumis-
sions. It would prove tiresome, and perhaps unprofitable, to enter into the

details of this measure, or it might be clearly shewn that for a healthy young
field Negro the sum of five hundred pounds sterling would prove an inadequate
compensation to the Proprietor of ‘a ‘sugar estate, unless he could at the same’

time makea sale of the whole of them; as the removal of his young labouring

slavery, the rate of which hire shall be settled by the said Justices, to be levied on the goods,
chattels, and Slaves of the offender or offenders, by a warrant under the hands and seals of twa@
Justices, directed to the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy.

* Honestly acquired money, theft and plunder, or societies formed for liberating him.
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hands one by one would leave the establishment to be upheld at the same
expence with diminished means for cultivation, and_ therefore prove a
harassing prolongation of his ruin. It is possible that in some of the Jon
settled populous Colonies with exhausted soils, and subjected to continued
droughts, this measure of compulsory manumission may not present such
insurmountable obstacles ; should it therefore be enacted in those Colonies, stil]
all the well founded alarm and danger to be apprehended from it, would remain
undiminished in Saint Vincent.
The machinery by which the Bill proposes to render the measureoperative,

is so odious and unconstitutional, that it would be a severe reflection on the
spirit of the Mother Country to suppose her descendants would quietly
submit to place the disposal of their entire property in the hands of a single
Judge and Protector. In questions of property, as well as of life, British sub-
jects have been taught to believe in, and rely on, the efficacy and necessity of
the interposition of a Jury even to the value of ten pounds, while here, for the
first time since the signing of the Bill of Rights, at four thousand miles distance
from the fountain head of English Jurisprudence, a new Star Chamber Court
is proposed to be erected, and one hundred millions of wealth to be placed at
the disposal of some twelve or fifteen Judges and Slave Protectors, without re-
medy or appeal left to its hitherto unfortunate but now insulted proprietor.

“ The Bill to prevent Slaves being separated by legal salesfrom theirfami-
lies,” is of minor importance. This separation was proved, in an Address
from the Council and Assembly to your Excellency, of the 4th September
1823, never to happen with respect to agricultural Slaves in Saint Vincent, and
the Act of Parliament already alluded to for ‘* Consolidating the Slave Laws,”
having prohibited the removal of all Slaves excepting domestics, would seem to
obviate the necessity of further enactment on this subject, in a Colony of such
confined dimensions. There has not been a Marshal's sale of agricultural Slaves
separated from the soil for many years, and nothing seems more improbable
than such an event in future. In an Island, as has been already remarked, of
trifling extent, the whole of the objections are removed that (would in an ex-
tensive country) apply to tradesmen and domestics who, of the same family,
frequently have different owners, and are never separated more than members
of a family in England, when seeking service or employment in the same pa-
rish—once a month, or even once a week, they may exchange personal inter-
course and kindred offices, by making a journey of a few miles,
The Legislature, in the 10th Clause* of the Slave Act, has anticipated “The

Bill to regulate Marriages,” with the exception of the right of the Slave to ap-
peal to the Protector against his master’s determination ; and here again we are
forced to lament that precipitancy with which all those measures are forced upon
the Colonists. Those who best know the present feeble state of intellect and
judgment in the Negroes generally, may weil express surprize that that whole-
some controul with which the Law invests the father of a family over its dis-
posal in marriage, should be denied to the master in the case of his Slave. In
the formation of so important a connection, it is impossible that any other au-
thority can be so beneficially interposed as that of the master; the true inte-
rests-{ and happiness of the Slave must for every possible purpose be his primary

* Clause loth, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be
lawful for any Slaves who may be desirous to intermarry, to apply to any Clergyman of the Esta-
blished Church of England and Ireland to solemnize any such marriage as aforesaid, who are, and
each and every of them is hereby required to solermnize the same without fee or reward: Pro-
vided always, that such Slaves shall produce to such Clergyman the consent, in writing, of their
owner or owners, manager or managers, to the celebration thereof; and provided also, that such
Clergyman, upon previous examination of such Slaves, consider them to have a proper and ade-
quate knowledge of the nature and obligation of the marriage vow: And provided further, that
such marriages shall not confer on the parties or their issue any rights inconsistent with the duties
which Slaves owe to their owners or to the Government, or at variance with those. rights which
the owner or the Government are by Law entitled to assert over the Slaves and their progeny, or
subject such Slaves so intermarrying to any penal infliction, the effects of which might destroy the
rights or injure the property of their owners,

t+ Clause 5th, And whereas by the usage of these Islands, Slaves have been permitted to ac
quire, hold, and enjoy personal property free from the controul or interference of their owners, and
it is expedient that such laudable custom should be continued and established by Law, be it there-
foré enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any owner or possessor of any Slave or Slaves, or
any other person or pereons whatsoever, shail unlawfully take away from any Slave or Slaves, of
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object, and therefore it is contrary to the most obvious principles in life to sup-
pose that his decision, in the case ofmarriage, should be at variance with those
interests and that happiness. Marriages are daily taking place, and the Coun.
cil and Assembly believe that no single instance of dissatisfaction or disappoint-
ment on this subject has been felt or expressed by a Slave.

«“ Sunday Markets,” the Council and Assembly, on a former occasion,
stated to your Excellency, that the Legislature has taken a preliminary step to-
wards abolishing, by the 7th and gth Clauses* of the Slave Act. It is impos-
sible to clear away in a day all the difficulties surrounding so many complicated
subjects, and if the Government will force upon us Laws before events have
ripened for their reception, they will retard rather than hasten the attainment
of those salutary results for which the Colonists equally with themselves are
anxious. .
The 11th and 12th Clauses-f of the Slave Act accomplish much that is in-

ia any manner deprive, or cause him, her, or them to be deprived of any species of personal pro-
perty, by him, her, or them lawfully possessed or acquired, such person or persons shall forfeit
and pay the sum of ten pounds over and above the value of any such property so taken away as
aforesaid, the same to be recovered by warrant under the hand and seal of the Justice of the
Peace before whom the complaint shall be laid and the facts proved.

Clause 6th. . And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any white or free per-
son, who is not the owner or director of any Slave, shall take away, or cause to be taken away.
from any Slave any article or thing whatsoever, or shall take or cause to be taken away from any
Slave any stock, meat, vegetables, fruit, provisions, grass, or any other article or thing which such
Slave shall be authorized by any present or future existing laws, usages, or customs of these Islands

to sell or possess, or shall, after purchasing from any such Slave any of the articles or things afore~

said, refuse or omit to pay him or her the price agreed upon for the same, or shall remove or take
away by force fromany Slave, or trample on the ground or scatter about or destroy any article or.
thing whatsoever aforesaid, ur cause the same to be done, in any such cases, on complaint made by

the owner or director of the said Slave, though it may be without oath, to any Justice of the Peace
in or near the parish where the offence is committed, such Justice shall, and he is hereby autho-
rized and directed by an order in writing under his hand, stating the complaint made by such:
owner or director, to command such person or persons against whom such complaint was made, to
appear at atime and place to be specified in such order, before him and any other Justice who may
be then and there present, that such complaint may be examined into, and such Justices are hereby
authorized to take the examination of such person complained of upon his or her own oath with
ré&pect to the complaint, who shall be compelled to answer upon oath such questions as the said
Justices may put to him or her, and if such person shall not fully answer such questions, or having
been duly summoned, refuse to appear as aforesaid, he or she shall be considered as convicted ofthe

said offence, or if such person having fully answered such questions, shall not fully exculpate him-

self or herself, or shall be otherwise convicted before the said Justices, he or she shall be compelied

to pay compensation for the full value of the property injured, taken, or destroyed, and moreover
be fined by the said Justices in any sum not exceeding ten pounds current money, such compensa-
tion and fine to be recovered by warrant under the hands and seals of the said Justices, directed
to any constable, commanding him forthwith to levy on the goods and chattels of such offender
sufficient to pay such compensation and fine, with all costs and charges attending all the proceed-

ings aforesaid, and for want of such goods and chattels, to commit such offender to the common

gaol for any time not exceeding twenty days, and such constable shall execute such warrant under

the penalty of five pounds current money aforesaid, and the said Justices shall, upon recovery of
the said sam of money, pay the compensation to the Slave and the fine into the public Treasury.

* Clause 7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no shop or store shall

be kept open on Sundays under a penalty of ten pounds, provided that nothing herein contained
shall extend to the prohibition of dressing or selling meats in taverns or victualling houses, nor to

the sale of meat, fish, bread, and other necessaries of life on that day, so that the same do not take

place during the hours appointed and set apart, for Divine Service.
Clause 9th. And whereas it is proper and necessary to limit the duration of Sunday markets

holden in the town of Kingston, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and
after the first day of June one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, the market holden in the

town of Kingston on Sundays shall be limited to the hour of ten o'clock in the forenoon, and due

warning shall be given by the ringing of a bell at half-past nine o'clock to all persons to prepare to

depart, and if any person or persons whatsoever shall remain therein and expose for sale any fish,

meat, poultry, vegetables; provisions, fruits, herbs, wares, merchandize, goods or effects, after the

hour of ten o'clock, it shall and may be lawful for the clerk of the market, or any other constable,

to seize the goods exposed for sale, and cause them on the following day to be taken before any one
of the Town Wardens for the said town, or any Justice of the Peace, who, upon view of such goods
80 exposed, shall order the same to be sold forthwith, and the proceeds thereof to be applied and

disposed of as follows; that is to say, one moiety to the clerk of the market or constable seizing the

same, and the other moiety to the poor of the said town and parish of Saint George.

+ Clause 11th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that during crop not only

shall the Slaves, as heretofore, be exempted from the labour of the estate or plantation on Sun-

days, but that no mills shall be put about or worked between the hours of seven o clock on Satur-

day night and four o'clock on Monday morning, nor shall any boiling-house be kept. open after

ten o’clock on Saturday night, or sugar boiled therein after that hour,. under the penalty of fifty

pounds, to be recovered against the proprietor, manager, or other person having the ‘charge of

‘such estate;
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tended by the proposed Bill, to prevent labour on Sunday, or any encroach.
ment on the time usually allowed the Slave. General labour on Sunday has
ever been unknown in Saint Vincent, either for the preservation of crops or any
other purpose on the plantations or elsewhere. Sailors who navigate the Craft
around the Island, in cases of emergency, and tradesmen, when accidents haye
befallen the buildings or machinery, are sometimes employed on Sunday, but
constantly repaid, either with an equivalent of time or in money, at the option of
the Slave. But he is not compellable to the performance of this work, and
should his pursuits or inclination lead him to decline it, the master must then
look for assistance in some other quarter, and on the best and cheapest terms
in his power. Way he alone, of all other men, should be deprived of this right
by Law, is, perhaps, one of the inquiries which even a West India Planter may
be allowed to make without being charged with impertinence! The wages ge.
nerally given to sailors, tradesmen, and other able Negroes, when unavoidabl
employed on Sundays, holidays, or the * twenty-six other days secured to them
by Law, is ten shillings current money, or four shillings and four-pence ster-
ling each day.
The 21st, 22d, 23d, and 24th Clauses-+ of the Slave Act, offer a good an-

Clause 12th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every field Slave onany
plantation or estate, on work days, be allowed half an hour for breakfast and two hours for din
ner, and that no Slaves shall be compelled to any manner of field work upon any plantation before
the hour of five in the morning or after the setting of the sun, except during the time of crop,
under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered against the proprietor, manager, or otherper-
son having the charge of such estate. .
* Clause 13th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every owner orpos«

séssor of Slaves belonging to or worked upon any plantation or estate in these Islands, or their
Attorney, shall allow to each and every such Slave asufficient portion of land adapted to thegrowth
of provisions for their support and maintenance, and between the first day of May and the thirty.
first day of January in each and every year, shall allow to each and every such Slave twenty-six
full working days, over and above the Sundays, for the purpose of cultivating the said land, at the
discretion of such proprietor or possessor of euch Slaves, or their Attorney, and as to them may
be deemed most advantageous and beneficial to such Slaves, and further shall allow to theirSlaves,
except those necessary about their houses and stock-keepers, Good Friday, Christmas Day, and
the two days next following, for their recreation, and no more or other days during the twelve
Christmas holydays; and if any person, owner, renter, or manager of any plantation or estate do
not allow their Slaves the same days as before mentioned for working their grounds, for theirrecre-
ation and as holydays, or shall allow them any other or more days in the Christmas holydays than
as aforesaid, the person or persons so offending shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds current money
of these Islands.

t Clause 21st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in order to restrain ar-
bitrary punishment, no Slave on any plantation or estate shall receive more than ten stripes at one
time and for one offence, unless the owner, attorney, guardian, executor, administrater, or ma-
nager of such plantation or estate having such Slave under his care shall be present, and no such
owner, attorney, guardian, executor, administrator, or manager shall, on any account, punish a
Slave with more than thirty-nine stripes at one time and for one offence, nor inflict or suffer to
be inflicted such last mentioned punishment, nor any other number of stripes in the same week,
nor until the delinquent has recovered from the effects of any former punishment, under a pe-
nalty not less than fifteen pounds, or more than thirty pounds, for every offencé, to be recovered
against the person directing or permitting such punishment, ina summary manner before any two
Justices of the Peace, and upon conviction to be levied by their warrant, directed to the Provost
Marshal General, besides being subject to be prosecuted by indictment in the Court of Grand Ses-
sions of the Peace of these Islands, as for an offence against this Act. .

Clause 22d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there shall be kept upon
every plantation and estate throughout this Island, and upon every plantation and estate in the
Island of Bequia and the other dependencies, a book wherein it shall be the duty of the owner,
proprietor, manager, or other person having the charge and management of such plantation or
estate, to enter and record all and every the crimes for which punishment shall be inflicted, and
the nature and extent of every such punishment exceeding ten lashes, upon such plantation or
estate, and such book, so to be kept on every such plantationorestate, shall be produced when
called for by any Justice of the Peace, upon inquiry into any complaint of ill treatment of any
Slave or Slaves, attached to or worked upon such plantation or estate, under the penalty of twenty
pounds, tobelevied and recovered by warrant, under the hand and seal of the Justice before whom
complaint shall be lodged, and demand made as aforesaid.

Clause 23. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no Slave or Slaves shall,
from and after the first day of January one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, carry any
such instrument as is commonly called the cart whip, as a mark or emblem of his or their autho-
rity. while superintending the labour of any Slave or Slaves in or upon any plantation or estate;
and the person or persons so offending, and each and every person who shall or may direct, autho-
rize, instigate, procure, or be aiding, assisting, or abetting in any such illegal use or exhibition
of any such whip as aforesaid, shall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be guilty of a misdemea-
nour, and being thereof convicted, shall suffer such punishment as the Court before which such
misdemeanour is cognizable shall in its discretion direct.

Clause 24. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person shal], on apy pre-
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swer tothe “ The Bill to prevent abuses in the punishment of Slaves,” or to
so much of it as is framed either with reference to the rights or feelings of the

master or to the maintenance of due subordination on his estate. The Legisla-

ture is about toerect a tread-mill as a substitute for whipping of females; when-

ever itis found to succeed, and that not only whipping, which is now seldom or

ever resorted to, but that even the dread of it may be sately removed from the mind

of the femaleSlave,yourExcellency may assure the King’s Government, that the

practice shall be immediately abolished by Law. Many of the Clauses of this

proposed Bill are marked with a degree of relentless rigour towards the weak-

ness and failings of our erring nature, that is seldom to be found in the spirit of

modern enactments. [Everlasting infamy and ruin are made to attach to of-

fences which, if not venial, are certainly not very malignant; others are per-

plexing and vexatious ; and,lastly, they shew that an unworthy prejudice is

operating against the proprietor in a quarter where his true character and inte-

rests should be better understood and appreciated. This Bill would degrade

the most respectable of the class to astation little better than that of lackey or
dependant of the Slave Protector.
These are the observations that present themselves to the Council and House

of Assembly, in the progress of the consideration of those important measures

submitted for their enactment by desire of His Majesty's Government. In de-

clining in toto to accede to some of them, and in desiring time to watch the

operation of so much of others as the Legislature bas already adopted, nothing

evasive is intended, nor any thing disrespectful offered towards that Govern-

ment. The Council and House of Assembly are sensible that an immense dif-

ference of opinion unfortunately exists between His Majesty’s Ministers and

themselves, but they hope it will be met without any acrimonious feeling, and

treated merely as that kind of dissonance which sometimes prevails on the agi-

tation of new and momentous subjects, where even both parties occupy the same

ground and possess the command of equal means of accurate information. It

has been* elsewhere remarked, with reference to this subject, that on the ex-

pediency or safety of what is called the “ Catholic Question,” the wisest and

most eminent men have been differing for a quarter of a century, during which
time the subject has been almost annually discussed. Evidence on both sides

has been received. Inquiries of the most tedious and expensive nature have

been instituted, yet those differences of opinion remain as irreconcileable as

before.
The Council and Assembly feel confident your Excellency will cheerfully un-

dertake to assure His Majesty’s Government, that our aversion to those enact-

ments arises only from a conviction of their inexpediency and their tendency

to abridge or destroy all the rights of property of our constituents, without any

pledge or even promise of compensation should our predictions be verified, and

our apprehensions confirmed. It is only eight months since the enactment of

the amelioration Law, now so satisfactorily and beneficially in operation. Your
Excellency can bear testimony to the good intentions and benevolent views of
the Legislature in framing this enactment, which comes so near to the desires
of the Mother Country.
The Council and Assembly will act on the thorough conviction of the sound-

ness of the opinions and statements here put forth, as applicable to the existing

state of Slave propensities, and the duties and reciprocal rights of Master and

Slave. Should another authority discredit those statements, and outweigh those

opinions, and interpose a different course of proceeding, which shall produce

all those misfortunes and calamities apprehended, then we shall stand acquitted

tence whatsoever, punish any Slave, whether his owm property or otherwise, by fixing or causing

to be fixed ar iron or other collar round the neck of such Slave, or by loading the body or limbs

of such Slave, for any offence whatsoever, with chains or weights of any kind, other than a light

collar withcut hooks, to indicate that such Slave is an incorrigible runaway, or one accustomed to

commit depredations on the grounds of the other Slaves, and which collar shall only be put on by

the directions of a Justice, on due proof of the offence, under a penalty not less than five pounds nor

exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in a summary manner before any two Justices of the Peace,
and all and every the Justices of the Peace are hereby authorized and required, under the penalty

of one hundred pounds, on information and view of such offence, to order such collar, chains,

irons, or weights to be immediately taken off from the Slave or Slaves wearing and bearing the

same, save and except Slaves committed to the gaol or cage.
* Vindication of the Legislatures.
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of the charge of having surrendered the rights or betrayed the trust confided to
our care.

We have, &c.
(Signed) J. R. DASENT, President pro tempore,

JOHN DALZELL, Speaker.

 

No. 7.

Sir, Downing Street, 7th December 1896.
I HAVE received your despatch of the date of the 28th of Septemberultimo,

and I much regret to receive the communication from the two Houses of the
Legislature, which you have therein enclosed to me.
On the 19th March last, I instructed you as follows : “ On the receipt of this

“communication you will take the proper steps for having Bills drawn up for
‘carrying these measures severally into effect, in such manner as may be
“ most conformable to the existing laws of St. Vincent. When these Bills
“ shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to be brought under the
“ consideration ofthe Assembly, so that the Assembly may have them separately
“‘ before them.”

I have therefore to request that you will forthwith transmit full particulars of
the manner in which these Bills were brought forward (in obedience to these
instructions) in the House of Assembly for the consideration of theLegislature,
and that you will send copies of such Bills, which I must presume were sub-
mitted separately for their consideration, in conformity with my instructions,

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, &c. &c.

No. 8.

Sir, Downing Street, 3d April 1827.
THE Act passed by the Legislature of the Island of Saint Vincent’s, in the

month of December 1825, intituled, “An Act to repeal An Act entitled, An
‘* Act for making Slaves real Estate,” and the first clause of an Act, intituled,
“ An Act to appoint Commissioners for the purpose ofobtaining an exact account
“ of the number of the free-coloured people and number of Negroes within this
“Government and its dependencies, and to ameliorate the condition of
“ Slaves, and for other purposes,” has been laid before His Majesty in Council,
andI have now the honour to transmit to you an order of His Majesty in
Council, by which His Majesty has been pleased to order that this Act be left to
its operation.

I am further commanded by His Majesty to communicate to you, for the
information of the Legislative Council and Assembly of Saint Vincent’s, the
following observations upon the Act in question:

His Majesty has observed with satisfaction the progress made by these enact-
ments in the measures to be taken for the improvement of the state of the Slave
population, but it is at the same time my duty to remind,you that there are
several measures which, though recommended in the instructions approved by
the two Houses of Parliament, are either entirely omitted in this Bill or are im-
perfectly accomplished, and that unless the Legislature of St. Vincent's take
them into théir serious consideration, and make some further provision on these
subjects, they will not have satisfied the expectations of Parliament or thepublic.

Of. the omissions there are no less than six in number. First, no provision
is made respecting the office of Protector and Guardian of Slaves. Secondly, the
use of the whip for the punishment of females is not prohibited. Thirdly,no
presumptionofinflicting an illegal. punishment. is declared to arise against the
owner on the preduction of the person ofthe Slave exhibiting the traces of recent
punishment accompanied by his own probable and consistent statement of the
fact. Fourthly, there is no regulation respecting the separation of families under
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judicial process. Fifthly, the subject of Savings Banks is altogether omitted.
Sixthly, no incapacity of holding Slave property, will follow upon convictions for
cruelty however frequent.
Upon comparing the corresponding provisions of the present Act, and of

the Trinidad order in Council His Majesty has been gratified to perceive, that
the Council and Assembly of Saint Vincent’s have to a considerable extent
adopted the measures which, under my instructions, you suggested to them.

. Jam, however, to direct your attention to those deviations from the Law of
Trinidad, which appear to be of essential importance, and for this purpose, I
shall pursue the order which the Act itself has observed.

Possession and Employment ofProperty—With respect to the possession of
property, I remark that the Slave is not enabled to maintain an action, whether
in his own name or that of any other person; neither is any provision made for

the securing the payment of money lent by a Slave, or of any legacy bequeathed

tohim. If the property of a Slave be sold to his owner or manager, there is
no provision for enforcing the payment of the purchase-money ; and even in the
case where the Slave is unlawfully deprived of property, the law is silent re-

specting the manner in which, or the person by whom the complaint is to be
advanced and proved, if the owner or manager should be the party offending.

I observe also, that the Slave is prohibited from holding land, even in the
smallest quantity.

In all these respects, more particularly that part which does not provide the
Slave with the legal means of redress if he be unlawfully deprived of his pro-
perty, the provisions respecting the property of Slaves are defective and inade-
quate; and they will therefore require the early and careful revision of the
Legislature.
Observance ofSunday,and Sunday Markets.—With respect to the observance

of Sunday as a day of rest, and the abolition of markets on that day: I am to
remark, that the Act appears to contemplate the continuance of Markets until

ten o'clock on Sunday morning, as a permanent regulation, and not in the light of
a temporary relaxation of the principle, until adequate provision be made for the
religious instruction of the Slaves. The prohibition of labour on the Sunday,
extends only to that period of the year, during which the cropis taken. There
is no general prohibition of employing Slaves in any description of labour except
that of the plantation on Sunday, nor is any plan devised for ensuring to them
a remuneration for such necessary works as they may undertake upon the estate
for the benefit of the master on that day.
Marriage.—Regarding marriage, it is to be noticed, that no provision is made

by this Act for the case of an improper and capricious refusal on the part of the

owner to sanction the marriage of his Slaves. The right of celebrating marriages

is confined to the Clergy of the Established Church. There is no provision for
registering the marriage of Slaves. ‘The general declaration, that marriages of
this nature shall to all intents and purposes be binding, valid, and effectual, is

omitted. But the qualifying words introduced to obviate the injurious conse-
quences to the master, with which that declaration was supposed to be pregnant,
were retained. There is an additional qualification, the object of which it is

difficult to perceive. The Act declares, that the marriage ts not “ to subject
“the Slaves to any penal infliction, the effects of which might destroy the
* rights, or injure the property of their owners.”

Upon: both these: very important branches of the subject, the Legislature will
therefore perceive, that some important alterations aré necessary.
Manumission.—On the subject of manumission, this Act has made an im-

perfect approach to the law of Trinidad. No means areé devised for enabling

persons to manumit Slaves, 1n whom they have a partial or temporary interest.

The Slaves of persons labouring under any legal disability of infancy, insanity,
or coverture, will remain incapable of acquiring their freedom. .No seciirity is
taken against a Slave, paying the price of his freédom to a person who has no

legal title to effect the manumission, No officer is charged with the duty of
superintending the form and enrolment of the deed of manumission; and no
provision is made to secure to the Slave his manumission, on his being able to

pay the price of a fair and equitable appraisement, should his master refuse to

accede to sucli a valuation.
Asthis measure is of equal importance, and closely connected with the im-
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provement of the condition of slavery, you will direct: the very particular
observation. of the Council and Assembly to the preceding remarks, and you
will apprise them that His Majesty’s Government will anxiously expect’ an
additional Act, introducing a much closer resemblance to the law of ‘Trinidad
for the manumission of Slaves.

Domestic Punishments.—The infliction of punishments by the domestic
authority of the owner, is the next in order of the topics to which the Act
adverts. I perceive that it does not distinguish between the punishmentsofthe
ditferent sexes, The extremity of legal punishments which the master may
inflict by his own authority, is fixed at thirty-nine, mstead of twenty-five lashes,
No interval is required to elapse between the commission of the offence and
the infliction of the punishment. The presence ofa free person, as awitness,is not required. I remark also, that there is some ambiguity in the language
of this Act, upon which it is possible, that a doubt may arise, whether an over.
seer or driver, or other subordinate agent, could be convicted under it; nor
does it seem perfectly clear, whether the grammatical construction would not
require the actual presence of the owner, in order to the completion of the
legal offence of excessive punishment.
The Council and Assembly will, of course, correct all minor inaccuracies of

this nature, as soon as their attention is directed to them, nor will they, Itrust,
be unwilling to supply the more substantial omissions which I havepointed
out in their rules respecting domestic punishments.

In immediate connexion with this subject, I have to. observe, that the Act
authorizes the punishment of persons. referring groundless complaints of ex.
cessive domestic punishment. While Iam ready to admit, that a Slave mustnot be permitted to avail himself of his liberty to complain, as a channel for
calumnious accusations against his master, I must, at the same time, remindyou, that unless punishments of this nature are administered with extreme
caution, they will have a direct tendency to prevent the mostjust and reasonablecomplaints; the law consequently ought not to authorize the punishment of a
complaint, simply because no conclusive proof is adduced to justify it; but theparty against whom the complaint is made, should be required at least toprove
that it was groundless or frivolous (if not malicious) before the party com-
plaining is punished for preferring it.

Record of Punishments.—The records of domestic punishments required bythis Act, will be an inadequate substitute for the rules established by the
Trinidad Order in Council. ‘The record is limited to one description of punish-
ment, that, namely, of whipping. No specification is necessary of the time and
place at which the offence is committed, or of the names of the persons in-
flicting and authorizing the punishments. No penalty is provided for the cases
of false entries, fraudulent erasures, or wilful destruction of the record, No
periodical return is required of the contents of the record books. The accuracy
of the book is not to be verified by the oath of the owner or ofany other person.
I fear, therefore, that this part of the measure, can scarcely be attended by that
good effect which, I trust, was intended by the Legislature.

The use of the Whip in the Field—The provisions respecting the use of
the whip in the field, are so constructed, that a free Negro might use it with
impunity, and that even a Slave might be employed to use it, if it were not
carried as an emblem of authority, but as a means of impelling other. Slaves to
labour. The prohibition extends only to one description of whip, viz. “ that
which is usually called the cart whip,” and it is only upon the plantation or
estate that it is prohibited at all. In other places it might be exhibited, even
by a Slave, with impunity.

It is obvious that these rules will require a careful revision.
_ Evidence—The law of Slave evidence, as established by the Act under con-
sideration, will exclude the evidence of unbaptized Slaves, or of Slaves baptized
among any body of Christians dissenting from the Established Church. The
Act will also exclude all Slaves who are not sufficiently well known to some
clergyman to obtaina certificate from him of their good character and.repute,
and of their being sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion, to under-
stand the: nature of an oath. Now as the term “ clergyman” is inapplicable to
a dissenting minister, the Act will virtually disqualify as witnesses the disciples
of that class of religious teachers. What is still more objectionable is the ne-
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cessity of obtaining a certificate to the same effect from the proprietor, or his
attorney, whichwill prevent the Slave being heard as a witness in any case where
the proprietor or his attorney has any motive for preventing it. The Slave
cannot be admitted as a witness in any civil case; and even in criminal prose-
cutions he cannot be heard against his owner, or manager, or his delegates.
The testimony of a single Slave, though supported by the clearest circumstan-

tial evidence, or even, perhaps, by the testimony of another witness of free con-
dition, would not under this Act be sufficient for a conviction. 1 observe, also,
that the Legislature of Saint Vincent's have not established a Public Record for

the registration of the names of Slaves competent to give evidence.
You will point out to the Council and Assembly the expediency of recon-

sidering these provisions of their Act, in reference to the preceding observations.
Additional provisions for improving the condition of Slaves—-This Act

contains various provisions for the protection and benefit of the Slaves which
the Order in Councilof Trinidad did not contain, and His Majesty has observed

with great satisfaction the regulations for limiting the daily period of labour:

for allowing twenty-six days, in addition to the Sunday, for the cultivation of
provision-grounds: for medical attendance; for the encouragement of popula-
tion; for the protection of freedom, and for the prevention of cruelty.

Criminal Law.—Among the rules of Criminal Law for the government of
Slaves contained in this Act, are those for the punishment of Slaves carrying
away boats, and of free persons aiding in the offence. ‘The criminal intention,

which is to constitute the offence, is declared to be the intent to “ take and carry

away the boat.” It should seem that the mere intent to carry away, as distinct

from the intent to steal, might in many cases beinnocent and justitiable.

Obeah.—The penalties denounced against the crime of obeah, are, J am
aware, a part of the ancient law of the Island. It is earnestly to be hoped that

the progress of religious instruction may speedily put an end to the necessity
of such enactments, by eradicating the superstitions against which they are

directed. But even if the prevailing ignorance of the Negro race required the

prevention of such practices by legal provisions, it may be reasonably doubted

whether death is not a punishment of undue severity, and it is clear that the

terms employed in this Act to describe the offence would include many of the

ordinary and innocent actions of daily life. It will be necessary to revise this

part of the Act, to obviate certain constructions of it, which, though justified by

the mere words of the law, cannot be consistent with the real intention of the

Legislature.
Burglary and Theft.—1 observe that the distinctions between a burglarious

anda peaceable entry into a dwelling-house, and between the actual commission

of theft, and the intent to commit it, are disregarded.

Personal violence—If any free person is “ injured” in body bya Slave, the
punishment is capital; a penalty of extreme severity when the comprehensive
sense of the word “ injured” is considered; and this clause therefore requires

revision. :

Rebellion Among the catalogue of the capital crimes are to be found the

offences of rebellion, and rebellious conspiracy ; but the Act supplies no defi-
nition of these words, nor am I aware that they have any technical or appro-
priate sense in the law of England.

It is highly necessary, therefore, that expressions so vague and indetermi-

nate, should not be employed without some authoritative interpretation of

their meaning.
Imagining the Death of a White Person.—The mere imagination of the

death of a white person, declared by an overt act, is also madea capital crime.
If it be necessary to extend to private persons the safeguard with which the law

of England has protected the life of the King, it is, at least, a measure of ex-

treme rigour to render the offence capital; nor indeed is it obvious, why a

felony of so peculiar a character should be established by the law of St. Vin-
cent’s, while it continues unknown to the Slave Codes of the greater part of

the neighbouring Colonies.
Indemnity to the Owner.—In cases of capital conviction, the owner is to

be indemnified by the public for the loss of his Slave. Without disputing

the propriety of such a measure in some occasional and peculiar cases, it may

be productive of great mischief and injustice, as a general rule. It deprives
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the master of a strong motive for preventing the commission of crime amon
his Negroes, and it deprives the Slave of the protection which the self-interestof his master might otherwise afford him on his trial. Nor is it consistent withJustice that the master should, in all cases, be indemnified by the public, with.out some inquiry, how far his own neglect of domestic discipline and instruc.tion may have occasioned the offence for which the Slave has suffered,
UnlawfulMeetings.—The prohibition of meetings held for any “ unlawfulor dangerous purpose,” is probably necessary ; but, considering that thepunishment is capital, the character of the offence ought to be ascertainedmore distinctly, than by words so indefinite as these.
I abstain from commenting upon various passages in this Act, which, per.haps, could not stand the test of a rigid verbal criticism. Whenever ageneralrevision of the law is undertaken, His Majesty's Law Officers in the Colonshould be instructed to consider carefully how far such passages may admit of

correction and improvement.
Upona review of the whole of this law, I am commanded by HisMajestyto express his satisfaction with the general disposition of the Council and As-

sembly to adopt the recommendations which have been addressed to themupon this important subject. But I have it further in command to signify to
you, that His Majesty's expectations will not be satisfied, until the law hasbeen revised and amended, with reference to the observations contained in mypresent despatch.

I have, &e.
(Signed) BATHURST.Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C. B. &c. &.
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No. 1.

Sir, Downing-Street, March 19, 1826.

WHENI had the honour of communicating to you the Resolutions of the
House of Commons in 1823, you were instructed to bring under the consi-
deration of the Council and Legislative Assembly of Tobago, some of the
measures which Tis Majcsty’s Government recommended for improving the
condition of the Slave Population. In 1824, I had the honour of commu-
nicating to you'a copy of the Trinidad Order in Council, containing, with
the others, the further measures which His’ Majesty’s Government consi-
dered it to be their duty to propose for carrying into effect in His Majesty's
Colonies the Resolutions of the House of Commons. The measures recom-
mended in these communications provided, first, for the improvement of the
condition of the Slave Population; secondly, for the manumission of Slaves,
on such principles as would give to the Slaves, on the one hand, the means
of acquiring their freedom, or that of their families; and, on the other,
secure to the planter, by an equitable appraisement, a full indemnification
for the loss which he might experience by their manumission.
In directing you to lay this Order before the Council and Legislative As-

sembly, I thought it desirable, in the first instance, that it should be left
for them to proceed in such manner as might appear to them advisable for
taking all these several measures under their consideration.

Since that time, the attention of the Legislature has been twice called to
the subject. The Legislative Assembly at first asserted, that prudence would
not allow them to add any thing to the provisions of the Slave Court Act;
and I learned, with regret, that they afterwards declined to resume the sub-
ject, diverted from it, as they allege, by circumstances, of which, as they
have ended in the dissolution of the Assembly, I shall only say, that they
ought not to have been regarded as of such paramount importance as to pre-
clude the consideration of what had been so repeatedly recommended to the
Assembly. With regard to the observations of the Legislative Council,
which were transmitted in your Despatch of the 4th of November last, I
trust that further explanation will induce that body to extend the limits
within which they had decided to confine their co-operation in measures of
reform.
You will, in addressing yourself to a new Assembly, have to communicate

to them the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords with the Resolu-
tions of the House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring the whole
subject under the consideration of this Assembly in a more distinct shape, I
shall take an early opportunity of sending out to you all the measures con-
tained in the Order in Council, classed under separate heads, and accompa-
nied with such explanations as may be necessary, with a view of placing in a
clearer light the effect of some of those provisions, which I have reason to
believe have been misunderstood.
On the receipt of this communication you will take the proper steps for

having bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in such
manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of Tobago.
When these bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to ke

brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly may
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have them separately before them, and either pass them in the shape in which
they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifications of their
provisions as the Assembly may deem expedient, unless (what I anxiously
deprecate) they should come to the decision of rejecting them.

‘he new Assembly will thus be placed in tull possession of all which His
Majesty’s Government contemplate for carrying into effect the resolutions of
the two Houses of Parliament; and the result of their deliberations will en.
able His Majesty’s Government to judge whether it will be necessary to take
any other course for the attainment of that object.
Tt you should have it in your power to announce to me that the Council

and Assembly have agreed to bills substantially carrying into efect all the
several measures which have thus been brought under their consideration, it
will only remain for me, in communicating to you His Majesty’s allowance of
these bills, to congratulate you and the Legislature of Tobayo, on the establish-
ment of a system, both for improving the condition of the Slave population
and for providing for the manumission of Slaves, or of their families,on aprin-
ciple of equitable appraisement, which system will have fully carried into effect
the resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament. Nothing will tien remain
but to provide for the improvement of the judicial systci, and tor its accom-
modation to the present state of the whole community, including the Slave
population. ‘The means of accomplishing this object will be facilitated by the
report of the Commissionersoflegal inquiry, who, as you are aware, havebeen
employed for that purpose in the examination of the constitution and practice
ofall the Courts of Justice in the Island.

 

I have, &e.

Lieut-Gen. Sir F. P. Robinson, K.C. B. (Signed) BATHURST,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 2.

Sir, Downing-Street, May 21, 1826.

IN my Despatch to you, dated the 19th of March last, I had the honour
to announce to you that I should take an early opportunity of sending out to
you all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order in Council, classed-under
separate heads.

‘Vide Bahamas, In the enclosed Papers will be found all the provisions of the Order in
Part 1, Council of the 10th March 1824, for improving the condition of Slaves in the

Island of Trinidad, with all such modifications of that Order as have been
introduced by any subsequent enactments,

These enclosures relate to the eight following subjects :—First, the office ot
Protector and Guardian of Slaves, Secondly, the admission of the evidence
of Slaves in civil and criminal cases. Thirdly, the manumission of Slaves.
Fourthly, the intermarriage of Slaves. Fiftly, the observance of Sunday and
the abolition of public markets on that day. Sixthly, the acquisitionofpro-
perty by Slaves, and the establishment of savings banks for the better pro-
tection of it—Seventhly, the separation of families under judicial process.
And, Enghthly, the punishment of Slaves, with the record to be kept of such
punishments when inflicted by the authority of the owner.
To each of these enclosures I have subjoined notes explanatory of the devia-

tions which may be found in them from the rules originally promulgated in
the Order in Council of the 10th March 1824.

Printed for Parlia- 1 have also the honour to enclose copies of my ofticial correspondence on
meut, Session]826. this subject with the Governor of Trinidad and the Lieutenant-Governor of

Demerara. From the perusal of that correspondence you will learn the views
which have been taken by His Majesty’s Government of the various objec-
tions which have been successively urged against the different provisions 0
the Order in Council, and you will perceive what parts of the law are regarded
as of primary and essential importance.
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J am perfectly aware of the difficulty, if vot. impossibility, of framing in this
country, aad without more local knowledge than is attainable here, enact-

ments upon a subject so. comprehensive and important, which are to have

their operation ‘Fobago, I am aware also that upon some of the topics

comprised in these Papers, the wishes of His Majesty’s Government have

already, toa certain extent, been anticipated by the existing laws of the Island,

aud that without a very intimate and. practical acquaintance with those laws, it

ma’ perhaps not be possible safely to frame new legislative provisions on the

game or similar subjects.
In transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not, therefore, propose

them as drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, nor pro-

bably without some material alterations. My object in this communication

has rather been to explain anew, and in the fullest manner, the measures

which His Majesty's Government desire to introduce, and I have for this

purpose adopted the form and languaze of Legislative Acts, because in no

other way could those views be explained with equal accuracy and precision.

His Majesty will, however, be ready to confirm any Laws in which the

Legislature of Tobago may. effectually embody these principles, and give

effect to those intentions, however much such Laws may devart from the

enclosed drafts in arrangement, language, or minor details.

You will, therefore, immediately on receiving this despatch, make a con-

{dential communication on the subject to the Law Oilicers of the Crown

within your Government, transmitting to them a copy of this despatch and

its enclosures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the

drafts of as many distinct Bills as they may think best adapted for giving

fall and complete effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, as

explained in the enclosed drafts. In performing this duty, they: will, of

course, have regard not only to such local circumstances as maynecessarily

affect the form and language of those provisions, but also to some enactments

in the late Slave Court Act, and to any other of the existing Laws of the

Colony in which the same, or the like provisions as are contained in these

drafts, may be found. They will also consider how far a consolidation of

such former Acts with the projected Bills may be practicable or convenient,

and they will report to you, in writing, every material observation which

they may have to offer upon the form and structure of the proposed Laws.

As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these mea-

sures can be most properly brought forward, you will take the most conve-

nient method in your power for introducing them to the consideration of

the Legislative Council and Assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind

you of the necessity of proceeding, on this occasion, with such discretion, and

with such a regard to the constitutional privileges of the Council and As-

sembly, as toafford .no reasonable cause for any jealousy or complaint on the

part of those Bodies, .

Upon this subject you will exercise your own judgment with all the

advantage to be derived from your acquaintance with the established usages

ot the Colonial Legislature.

At the conclusion of the Session you will transmit to me, with the least

possible delay, a Report of the progress which may have been made in car

rying these intentions of His Majesty's Government into effect; and, in case

that this objcct shall not have been effectually accomplished, you will accom-

pany that Report by a distinct reference to each clause of each of the drafts

enclosed, stating, in detail, the reasons which may have prevented the adop-

tion of any of those clauses, and distinguishing with precision what parts of

the clauses recommended have been enacted, and what parts have been re-

jected by the Legislature. In those cases where the existence of previous

enactments may have been thought to render any further legislation unne-

cessary, you. will, at the same time, cali my attention to such previous enact-

‘ments, of which you will transmit copies. .

I have thus once more directed your attention to this most important sub-

ject;-and I cannot close the present despatch without again reminding you,

thatHis. Majesty’s Government will feel the most lively interest in the result

of the deliberations of the Legislative Council ‘and Assembly. -

497



498

118 TOBAGO.

Iam uot disposed to anticipate the confiuued rejection of the enactments
so earnestly and anxiously looked for by beth Houses of Parliament, and }
every class of suciety in this kingdom. On the contrary, I must still hope
thatit will shortly be in my power to lay beforeHis Majesty Acts of the
Assembly of Tobago, fully carrying into effect the spirit of the various pro-
visions, which, by Fis commands, I have now the honour to transmit to
you. I have, &c.

Lieut.-Gen. SirF.P. Robinson, K.C.B., (Signed) BATHURST.
&e. &e. &c.

 

No. 3.
My Lorp, Tobago, Sune 29, 1896.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s des-
patches of the 10th of April, 21st and 25th of May, and, with that of the 21st,
eight drafts of bills, for meliorating the condition of the Slaves ;. together
with a copy of your Lordship’s correspondence with the Governor of Trini-
dad and the Lieutenant-Governor of Demerara.

I have, &c.
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. (Signed) F. P. ROBINSON,

&e. &e. &e

 

No. 4.

Extract from a Despatchfrom the Oficer Administering the Government of
Tobago to Earl Bathurst, dated August 5, 1826.

MY last communication will have informed your Lordship that I had
prorogued the two Houses of Legislature to thisday, for the reasons therein
stated, and being anxious to show your Lordship that no unnecessary delay
has taken place in submitting to the Legislature the important subject con-
tained in your despatch, dated the 21st of May 1826, I now forward
to your Lordship a-copy of my Address to the two Houses upon opening the
present Session, which I hope will meet your Lordship’s approbation.

I also transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the Attorney-General’s
Report upon the proposed measures, on comparing them with the existing
aws.

Extractfrom the Speech of the Officer Aministering the Government to the
Counciland GeneralAssembly of Tobago, dated 5th August 1826,

U HAVE now the honour to submit, for your information, the measures
‘eontamed in the papers, Nos. 1 to 8, which His Majesty’s Government, under
the strong recommendation of Parliament, and the wishes of the people of
the United Kingdom, request should be adopted for meliorating the condition
-of the Slaves in this colony, by the enactment of such laws as may be
necessary to give legal effect to these regulations. In calling your attention
to this important subject, I am commanded to make the comtuunication to
you with every respect to your constitutional rights and privileges ; and with
the conviction I feel of your anxiety to do every thing that is right, I now
with perfect confidence submit the proposed measures as they are to your
wisdom, knowing the ample abilities you possess to give full legal effect to
them when. comparing them with the existing laws, and 1 should dogreat
Injustice to a sibject, which is of such vital import to the best:interests
of the colony, were I not to implore your ravourable consideration of the
communications which I have now the honvur to submit to you, in confor-
mity with instructions from Karl Bathurst, contained ina duplicatedispatch
from his Lordship, dated the 21st May 1826, which I have received since
the departure of his Excellency Sir F. P, Robinson.
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Sin, | Belvidere, Tobago, August 3, 1826.
HIS Excellency Sir Frederick Robinson, previous to his departure from

the Colony, transmitted to me, by direttion of Earl Bathurst,the various pro-
sed enactments for the amelioration of the condition of the Slave popula-

tion in this Island, with orders to investigate how far they might be arranged
so as to agree with the existing laws of the Colony, and to report in what

form it might be expedient to introduce them to the consideration of the
Legislature.

I have now the honour of submitting that report to your consideration, as
Administering the Government of the Colony, and have only to express my

hope that the urgency of the subject, and the extent and magnitude of its de-

tails, will apologize for the imperfect manner in which it may be treated.

In the following suggestions, I, of course, act purely ministerially: it be-

comes me not to decide upon the expediency or inexpediency of enacting any

particular measure, @ question, the determination of which belongs purely to

the Legislature; but I have humbly endeavoured, on the supposition that the

Legislature may be disposed to second the views of His Majesty's Govern-

ment, to arrange those measurcs which have been recommended ‘by them in
such a form as may make them, if enacted, combine with the present laws of

the Colony, without leaving on its Statute-book any conflicting or doubtful

enactments on the subject to which they relate.

To accomplish this very desirable end, it appears to me of primary import-

ance, that any Slave Code to be enacted, should not only comprise such new

ameliorating propositions as may be deemed expedient, but should also repeal

such old laws as may be no longer requisite in practice; and consolidate into

one act all the rules prescribed for the treatment of that class of the popula-

tion. Such a measure, however, requires great care and attention, and I am

by no means prepared to say, that the drafts I have made of the bills proposed

by Government, to be presented to the consideration of the Legislature, are

by any means so correct as not to be found to require considerable additions

when they come to be submitted to the scrutiny of a committee. So far,

however, as I have gone, I trust I have kept these principles in view, and [

submit to you the result of my deliberations as affording, at least, a ground

work whereonto proceed.
Proposing, as I do, to new model the Slave Code entirely, it appeared to me

unnecessary to retain the form of so many distinct bills as were presented by

the Heads transmitted by His Majesty’s Government. I consider the whole

of the proposed new system dependent on the appointment and efficiency of

the office of Protector of Slaves, and, therefore, while I propose combining all

‘the other seven Heads of instruction sent out under one bill, and consolidat-

ing them with suchpars of the regulations at present in force as it may be

expedient to retain,1 think it of material importance to keep the bill for the

appointment of a Protector of Slaves separate and distinct, as on the passing

of such a law previously to the consolidation of the other parts of the code,

will, in a great measure, depend the due execution of the other provisions con-

templated by His Majesty's Government.

With regard to this first Head, I beg to report to your honour, that it ap-

pears to me the proposed enactments transmitted by His Majesty’s Govern-

ment, are arranged in a form sufficiently well calculated to attain the end

roposed, except in one or two particulars, which I have accordingly altered

$n the draft I have made of this bill. ‘These are, first, that I consider it would

be extremely bard, and even injurious, to the public service, on every occa

sion, to compel the Protector of Slaves to seek leave of absence from His

Majesty, however urgent the call might be, to cause him to visit even the

nearest island, and however short the period of hig absence might be. I can-

not think the public service could suffer by its being left in the power of the

Commander-in-Chief, for the time being, to give such limited leave as might

be required on an emergency; for which period, of course, a Deputy Pro-

tector would require to be appointed. .

I have lett the clause appointing Assistant Protectors to be dealt with at

the discretion of the Legislature, though I am myself of opinion that local eir-

‘eumstances may not make it expedient to appoint so many as one in each
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parish. If those Assistant Protectors, as it would appear, are to be salariedofficers, an additional objection to maintaining such a number will arive, and
the diyision of the island into three or four districts, with an “Assistant Pro.
tector to each, will, perhaps, be deemed quite sufficient,

I have in one other particular deemed it right to alter the form of this bill,
By the draft transmitted, it would be in the power of the Governor, or Com-
mander-in-Chieffor the time being, whenever he considered the Protector to
have contravened any one of the provisions for the regulation of his conduct,
to have of his own will, an advertisement inserted in the Gazette, declaring his
forfeitureofoffice. This summary and absolute jurisdiction appears to me
inconsistent with that perfect independence which the Protector, above almost
any other public officer in the Colony, ought to enjov. I therefore propose
instead, that in case the Protector should incur any of the forfeitures for which
he may be deprived of otlice, that the Governor, with the advice of the Privy
Council, may swspend him from the exercise of his functions, and Gill up the
situation by the appointment ofaDeputy, until His Majesty’s ‘pleasure can
be known. While this mode would prevent any injurious exercise of power,it seems to me sufficient to guard against the occupation of the office by an
erson who may become disqualified, which is the object apparently of His

Majesty's Ministers in framing the clause in the manner I have stated,
Peannot conclude my observations on this act, without pointing out to-your

honour that, though it repeatedly alludes to the Protector’s salary, yet no
enacting clause is introduced to give him one, nor any source pointed out from
whence such salary, as also the expences incidental to his office, can be drawn,Not being in the least aware of the intentions of His Majesty’s Governmenton this point, I am compelled to leave that part of the project in its present
state of obscurity.

I now, Sir, beg to draw your honour’s attention to the form requisite to
be given to the Consolidation Bill, which is in every way an enactment
requiring the most serious attention. Pursuing the plan proposed by me,I beg to report, that I am decidedly of opinion its first clause should coutaiz
a repeal of all: the Slave Laws now in force, and of the various parts of such
‘other enactments as, though not directly professing to be for the good orderand government of Slaves, may yet contain clauses inconsistent. with thecode proposed to be adopted. This will require a very careful perusal of
the records of the laws; as while several acts require generally to be
repealed, they still contain clauses proper to be re-adopted. Of the SlaveCourt Act this is peculiarly the case, as, with the exception of one or two
clauses to be expunged, and some others modified and amended, I am ofopiuion it should be taken as the basis of any new system ; annexing thereto
such of the measures recommended by His Majesty’s Government as the
Legislature may adopt.
. The first alteration I would recommend adopting, is the strikingout of thepresent second clause of this act the felony created by “ compassing the
death of any white person,” as urged by His Majesty’s Government in their
earliest communications on this subject; I cannot help thinking sufficient
protection against crime will still exist, though the clause should be so altered.

There can be also but little difficulty, I think, in meeting the wishes of
Government, in-making the maiming of catile a misdemeanor, instead of a
felony.
Animportant point for the consideration of the Legislature will arise tn dig

cussing this clause; 1 mean whether the amount of goods or mceney, stolenby a Slave to constitute a capital. felony, should continue the same as by the
lawofEngland existing here, it is at present in the case of free persons. I
would beg. to suggest, as my opinion, that the amount should be considerabl
increased, as to my mind it appears rather to retard than facilitate the admnistration of justice to compel the public prosecutor to have recourse toa
grand jury &c. for every petty larceny committed by a Slave. ihe. delay
too, which thus arises between the commission of thecrime, and its trial, «is
productive of serious inconvenience.

I have, therefcre, in a subsequent clause, proposed a different modefor -the
trial of petty larcenies under the amount of any fit sum to be fixed by theLegislature, by directing their trial before-a Petty Séssion of the Peace, with

'



TOBAGO. 121

the assistance of one of the Judges, within ten days after the committal of the
criminal; and by submitting to the cotisideration of ‘the Legislature the

propriety ofdirecting thedustices to recordall theirproceedings in the Secre-
tary’s Otfice. This -plan, if adepted,. will be infinitely less severe. onan

offending Negro; justice will be: more prompt, and the country put to much
Jess expence than bythepresent mode of trial. In fact, no injury appears to

ine at all likely to arise trom its adaption to any one, save the loss of fees it

will occasion to the Attorney-General, a matter which I am assured the Le-

gislature will not overlook, if they should be of opinion the change werd

otherwise desirable.
Should the Legislature be disposed to coincide with the views of His Ma-

jesty’s Ministers on the subject of the testimony of Slaves, the 22d clause

of the present Slave-Court Act must be considerably altered. As that ques-
tion, however, will be raised when a discussion takes place on the Slave Evi-
dence Bill, as transmitted by Government, I have, in my present draft of

this bill, merely altered the clause so far as to admit their evidence in afl

criminal cases without reservation, an extension of the clause, which is, I

believe, in accordance with the general sense of the colony.
Clause 25, establishing Guardians, will become useless on the appointment

ofa Protector, and is therefore expunged; and the 35th, being more fully ex-

pressed in the proposed alterations, may be so also.
With the exception of several minor alterations, I observe nothing else in

this act requiring me particularly to draw your honour’s attention to it; and

its other clauses may, I think, be connected with sufficient clearness and

precision with the new regulations proposed by Government, which I have
accordingly appended without further alteration than the mere verbal cor-

rection of some passages for the purpose of enabling’ them, if passéd intd
laws, to be catried into execution by the Colonial Authorities.

Several clauses of the Bill for the observance’ of the Lord’s-Day, are ren-

dered unnecessary by the Sunday market having been abolished inthis island
some years ago. And the provisions for remunerating the proprietors of
markets may also be expungzd, no person holding any such rights in this
colany.

I have already pointed out to your honour what I propose in the 22d
clause of the Slave Court Act, whereby the testimony of Siaves would be
received in afl criminal cases. So far as such cases, therefore, aré concerned,

thé certificates proposed to be granted by the Evidence Bill, to rendera Slave
a competent witness, would be restricting, instead of enlarging, the rights he
édjoys at present. It is, however, a matter for the Legislature to judge
whether any such system of rendering Slaves competent witnessés in caié
saits can be adopted with advantage. I myself doubt, at present, of its

advantage, or even its practicability. These, Sir, are a few of the most

important points which, in obedience to the commands laid on me, I have
deemed it proper to call your attention to.

I beg to conclude, with the expression ofmy conviction, that, if the Legis-

ature should think fit to adopt the suggestionsofHis Majesty’s Government,

a law, embodying them somewhat in the manner Ihave attempted to detail,
will be preterable to framing distinct and separate enactments on each head;
and, if the principles they contain are deemed unobjectionable, I am ef

opinion their present wording and arrangement is sufficiently well calculated

to attain the objects in view. .
The question of principle is one solely for the consideration of the Legis-

latare; but to me they appear throughout framed with the most anxious

care, to prevent any serious injury to the proprietor, while they certainly

contain many enactments, which, if carried judiciously into effect, would

confer lasting benefits on the Siave.
I have, &e.

(Signed) WILLIAM MACBEAN,
Attorney-General of Tobago.

His Honour William Brasnell, President, Commanding,
§c. Se. §c.
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No. 5.

Extract froma Despatch from the Officer Administering the Govern
of Tobago to Earl Bathurst, dated August 25, 1836.

MY despatch of the Sth instant will have informed your Lordship, that
T opened the present session by an address to the two Houses of Legisla-
ture, a copy of which I then transmitted, and I now beg leave to forward ty
your Lordship copies of the reply made to that communication by the
Council, and the House of General Assembly.
The Legislature are still occupied with public business, and will probably

remain so for ten days; I have no expectation that they will come to any deci-
sion at the present Session upon the measures submitted to their consideration
by order of your Lordship’s despatch of the 21st of May; and the very great
importance of the subject, in every point of view, entitles the Legislature to
a reasonable time for deliberation, which I believe will be doue, by the ap-
pointment ofaSpecial Committee from each House to consider the proposed
alterations, and to report their opinion at the next session, which, in the
regular course, will be in October, and I sincerely hope that it will be favour.

able to your Lordship’s wishes: but there are great apprehensions enter
tained of serious evil arising frum the appointment of a Protector of Slaves
being vested in a person who may be wholly unacquainted with the disposi-
tions and habits of the Negroes, and upon whose mind prejudice may have a
powerful effect. Iam no advocate for the continuance of slavery, and lament
extremely that it ever existed; I presume to say this to your Lordship in
proof of my anxious desire to accomplish the amelioration of the Negroes as
early as their happiness, and the general safety will admit; but it is a sub-
Ject which you well know, my lord, requires the exercise of patient and se-
rious deliberation.

 

Extractfrom the Address of the Legislative Council af Tobago to the
Officer Administering the Government, dated August 9, 1826.

THE subject of the proposed new regulations for ameliorating the con-
dition of the Slave, (as adverted to by your honour in your speech) shall
have our best consideration, and we will endeavour to give full force and effect
to such as will not militate against the true interest of the Colony. For rest
assured, Sir, we are fully aware of the importance that must naturally be at-
tached to the adoption of such measures, and when discussing their merits,
we trust our deliberations will be guided by temperance and prudence, 0
that. when we shall have completed the task imposed, your Honour, as well as
His Majesty’s Ministers, will find we have viewed the suhyect dispassionately,
and on liberal principles, and have endeavoured to meet their wishes as far as
was consistent with the true comfort and real happiness of the Slave, and the
interest and safety of the Master.

 

No. 6.

Sir, Downing-Street, October 23, 1826.

I HAVE received your letter of the 5th of August last, and I have to
eall your attention to the following instructions in my despatch of the 19th
of March last.

** On the receipt of this communication you will take the proper steps for
having bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in
such manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of Tobago.

“¢ When these bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to
be brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the .dssembly
may have them separately before-them.”
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And I have to request that you will explain whether any measures have

been taken for obtaining the important object which these instructions, thus.
apecially directed, should be carefully kept in view, viz. that of securing

separate consideration of the several bills and respective decisions.
I have, &c.

; Signed .
The Officer Administering the Government of }bee BATHURST.

&e. &e. &e.

No, 7.

Extractfrom a Despatch addressed to Earl Bathurst by the Officer Adm

nistering the Government of Tobago, dated 26th January 1827.

IN the morning of the 23d instant, the day on which the Legislature were to

meet,I received the Letter which I have now the honour to enclose, from the

Attorney-General, together with the eight bills therein referred to, and

having delivered these acts toa Member of the House of Assembly, who pro-

mised to bring them forward, i opened the session that day by an address to

the two Houses, of which I transmit your Lordship a copy. One of the

Members of Council being ill, no business can be done, which prevents my

receiving an answer from that branchofthe Legislature.

 

Sir, Belvidere, Tobago, January 23, 1827.

1 HAVE now the honour of transmitting to you the Drafts of eight Bills

for carrying into effect the measures proposed by His Majesty's Government

for the amelioration of the eondition of the Slave Population; and in these

drafts E have carefully kept in view the provisions of the drafts transmitted

along with -Earl Bathurst's despatch of 21st May last, which I have only

departed from in the undermentioned particulars, and for the following rea-

sons, VIZ !—
I.—Savings Banks Bill.

Clause 1.—The proviso respecting the mode of cultivating land acquired

by Slaves is left out, there being no Law in this Colony imposing resttictions

on them in this matter.

11.—Bill for Prevention of illegal Punishments,

Clause 18 omitted.—As the present Law, in all cases. of undue punishment

admitting the direct testimony of the Slave injured, it does not seem at all re-

quisite to resort to the presumption, arising from the marks of stripes.

I1t.—Sunday MarketBill.

This is in a great measure anticipated by the Act of 1823, suppressing

sach markets in Tobago. Clauses 2 and 3 are, therefore, omitted as unneccs-

sary; Clause 5 is inapplicable.—No person holding any proprietary rights

over markets in this colony: the other provisions have been embodicd 1m a

bill.
IV.—Bill to facilitate Manumission.

There being no tax on manumissions in this colony, clause1 isalmost un-

necessary; as, however, it varies, though slightly, from the present practice, f

have inserted it.
Clause 9 is omitted entirely, the existing Law regarding voluntary manu-

mission appearing to me more humane, and to meet more fully the wishes ot

Government.on this point, than the method proposed by taking bond, pre-

vious to the manumission being effected.

V.—Bill to regulate Evidence.

This Bill is almost unaltered by me also, although in certain criminal

cases the existing law admits Slave evidence mere: unrestrainedly than in

the mode proposed to be done here.
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Almost all the other alterations introduced by me are mere matters of
farm, for the purpose of adapting the measures to our Colonial institutions
and practice: and in obedience to your honour’s command, I have now the
honour of submitting the result of my labours to-your. consideration. .

I remain, &c.

(Signed) WILLIAM MACBEAN,
Itis Honour the President. Attorney-General of Tobago,

Extract from the Address of the Officer Administering the Governmentof
Tobago to the Council and Gencral Assembly, dated January 23, 1827.

IT now becomes my duty to call your early and most serious atten.
tion ta the several measures recommended by His Majesty's Government,
for the establishment of laws to ameliorate the condition of the Slaves,
which I had the honour to submit to you at the August session. Iam
well aware of the very great importance of these regulations to the real
advantage of the Slaves, and the satety of the Colony, but great as I know the
difficulties to be which surround this question, J feel confident that your wis-
dom and discretion will induce you to consider the proposed alterations, with
an anxious fecling to meet the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, as far as
they can be carried into practice with safety. If, however, any of the mea-
sures should appear to you, upon serious deliberation, to be of such a nature
as to require you to reject them, I should be glad to receive the reasons
upon which the refusal may be grounded, as I fcel perfectly assured that
nothing but well founded objections will ever induce you to oppose the re-

commendation of His Majesty’s Government and the Parliament of Great
Britain; andI earnestly entreat that you will not permit the present sesssion
to terminate, without enabling me to transmit your decision upon this sub-
ject to the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department.

The recent visit of the Lord Bishop of Barbadoes and the Lecward Islands
to this part of his Lordship’s diocese, has been attended with those happy re-
sults which every inhabitant felt must ensue from his Lordship’s personal
knowledge of the community;and I am happy to say, that the mild and rea-
sonable method in which his Lordship proposes to instruct the Slave popula-
tion in religious duties, has left my mind impressed with a conviction, that it
will be received with general satisfaction, and be soon adopted. It is alsoa
subject of infinite gratification to me to be enabled to state to you, that his
Lordship left the colony, expressing the highest satisfaction of all he bad
scen, and his anxious desire to return to it as early as possible.

 

Extractfrom the Address of the General Assembly of Tobago to the Officer
Administering the Government, dated January 26, 1827.

EVER since your Honour laid before the House the despatch of the
Right Honourable the Earl Bathurst, containing the suggestions of His
Majesty’s Government for the improvement of the condition of the Slave
population, we have never ceased to dedicate our best attention to the consi-
deration of recommendations so important. We appointed a Committee s0
far back as the 23d of August last, to investigate the subject, and to report
thereon to the House; a report which has only been delayed by the difficul-
ties which the Committee found to embarrass them at every step that they
advanced in their consultations. We have, within the last day or two, re-
solved, that the Committee do speed their report, and we are not without
hopes that it may be made in the present session; and when the House have
discussed the report, we will lose no time in making.a communication to
your Honour of our views of the measures so earnestly pressed on us for
adoption.

Your Honour wil] do us the justice to believe. it to ba.more than empty.
profession, when we assert that we heartily rejoice at the happy results of the
visit of the Lord Bishop to this part of his diocese.
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It is with every satisfaction we have heard, that the method in his Lord-

ship's contemplation, for the instruction of the Slave population inreligious

duties, has met with such high approbation from your Honour,

 

No. 8.

My Lorp, Sans Souci, Tobago, January 27, 1827.

THELegislative Councilhaving formed a board this morning, I am now

enabled to enclose yourLordship a copy of the address which has just been

presented to me by that branch of the Legislature.
(Signed) | WM. BRASNELL, President.

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G.
&e. &e. &e.

Extract from the Address of the Legislative Council of Tobago to the

Honourable Willam Brasnell, President, Commander-in- Chief, Ordinary

and Vice Admiral of the same, dated 27th January 1827.

WE have frequently expressed to your Honour and to His Majesty's

Government, our readiness to enter upon the discussion of the important

measures recommended by His Majesty’s Government for the amelioration of

the condition of the Slaves, and we shall gladly co-operate with the House

of Assembly in the consideration of this momentous subject. Should the

present session terminate without the decision of the two Houses, so anxiously

requested by your Honour, we venture to assure you that it will not be the

fault of this Board, for we continue to feel that anxiety we have ever pro-

fevaed to promote—a progressive improvement in. the character of the Slave

ulation at the earliest period that can possibly be made compatible with

the well-being of the Slaves themselves, with the safety of the Colony, and

with a fair and equitable consideration of the interests of private property.

We feel extremely gratified at the results stated by your Honour to have

already followed the much wished for visit of the Lord Bishop of the diocese.

We look forward with pleasure to his promised return; and we beg to assure

you that every effort of your Honour, in co-operation with his Lordship, to

promote'the civilization and Christian instruction of the Slave population,

stall have our cordial and active assistance.

Council Chamber, January 27, 1827.

 

No. 9.

Extractfrom a Despatch addressed to Earl Bathurst by the Officer Admin-

istering the Government of Tobago, dated 21st ebruary 1827.

{ TRANSMIT to your Lordship‘an Address and Report from the Legis-

lative Council, upon the ameliorating Laws proposed in your Lordship’s

Despatch of the 21st May last, and the Address and Report from the House

of Assembly upon the same subject. ,

Your Lordship will perceive such important differences in the opinion ex-

pressed by the Council and Assembly upon the most essential points recom-

mended by your Lordship, as to make it difficult to reconcile them as

emanating from the same community; and I feel it my duty to state to your

Lordship, that I consider the Address and Report from the Assembly to be

niuch more in unison with the general sentiments of the inhabitants than the

Report from the Council. The latter, I know, would have undergone con-

siderable alterations if it had not been delayed until the last day of the session,

when the subject could not befairly discussed. The proposition thatGovern-

ment should pay a large salary to a Protector, without having the entire

appointment, appears to me tobe altogether unreasonable.
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To his Honour William Brasnell, President, Commanding-in- Chief in and
over the Island of Tobago and its Dependencies, Chancellor, Ordinary, and
Vice Admiral of the same.

THE ADDRESS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF SAID COLONY,

May it please your Honour,
WE, the President and Members of the Legislative Council of this Colony

approach your Honour with sentiments of esteem and respect, to detail to you
the result of our labours, in regard to the very important subject of the pro-
posed amelioration of our Slave Laws, to the consideration of which your
Honour directed our attention at the commencement of the session. "The
results of that consideration will be found in the accompanying Report
embracing the various topics submitted to this Board by your Honour, which,
having been confirmed by this Board, we now present to your Honour foryour
information, as to the views we entertain on this important subject.
We trust a perusal of this document will convince your Honour of our

readiness to effect every thing that may be consistent with the well-being of
the Colony, which can in any way benefit the Slave, and we venture to express
our hope you will impress on His Majesty’s Governinent the conviction, that
the Legislative Council of Tobago possesses on this subject the warmest wish
to accomplish all that genuine philanthropy can require, and that their rejee-
tion of one or two of the propositions submitted to their consideration,
proceeds solely from a well founded conviction that they cannot at present be
effected with a due regard to the interest of the public, or the rights of private
property. (Signed) WILLIAM MACBEAN,

President ot the Legislative Council.

fteport of the Select Committee appointed by the Board of Legislative
Council of this Colony, to consider of the proposed amelioration of the
Slave Laws thereof, and to state the reasonsfor the rejection of any of
the proposed alterations which may be deemed objectionable.

PREVIOUS to the surviving Members of your Committee submitting to
the consideration of your honourable Board the following Report, as the
result of the investigations confided to them, they must express their decp
regret, that they were at so earlyaperiod of their labours deprived by death
of the valuable assistance of the senior of their number, whose Jong acquaint-
auce with the Colony, its manners, and the internalregulation of its planta~
tions, rendered him peculiarly capable of affording them thegreatest  assist-
ance, and whose liberality of feeling the surviving Members. consider they
are but emulating, when, in the course of the ensuing detail, they recommend
the adoption of every measure likely to elévate the Slave in the scale of the
moral creation, or to improve his physical condition, which can by any means
be made compatible with the security of the Colony, and with an equitable
regard to the legal rights of the Slave owner.
Your Committee beg to assure your honourable Board that it has been

their anxious endeavour, in framing thefollowing Report, to steer equally clear
of innovating rashness on the one hand, or of ancient prejudice on the other.
They think a period in the History of these Isles has come, when some of the
rules and modes ot Government, well enough fitted, nay absolutely requisite,.
for a ruder and earlier stage of their existence, may well. be abrogated, and
others more suited to the rapid march of intellect and civilization substituted
in their place.

Before entering upon the detail of their labours, your Committee beg leave
tq call the attention of your honourable Board to the fact, so honourable alike
ta the Slave owner, as to the Slaves, that, ’mid all the vicissitudes of later
years, "mid prosperous and adverse seasons, and surrounded by sister colonies,
in which the disseminationofanarchical principles has actually caused the
sword to be drawn, and fear, apprehension and tumult to prevail, this Island,
has maintained.an unbroken, cheerful tranquillity, in which the turbulent wish
for innovation is as little known asa complaint, or even surmise of.general
severity,
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Your Committee from this infer, that in many of the alterations of the
Law which they humbly suggest to the consideration of this Board, they will
rather follow the stream of public opinion, than impel or oppose it. The
common practice of the Colony is decidedly more liberal and humane, in
regard to the Government of its Slave population, than the written tode
would lead an inexperienced person to suppose; and your Committee are of
opinion such common practice should receive the sanction of positive Laws,
for the purpose of detecting and punishing the instances, (though they be but
few and rare) in which a contrary practice may be followed, but which to
others, who know not the circumstances, may seem tu give a character of
severity to the Colonial Law and practice regarding Slaves, which neither of
them deserves. ‘The subject matter for the consideration of your Committee
may be divided into two branches, first, the consideration of the Slave Law
at present in force in the Colony, with the propriety of effecting any alterations
in its provisions; and secondly, the consideration of the various new measures
submitted on this subject by His Majesty’s Government for discussion, with
the admissibility and probable practical resultof each suggestion in detail.
These branches your Committee will now treat of in succession. On the

first head your Committee will take as their text the Slave Act of this
Island, passed in 1823, an enactment reflecting infinite credit on its framers
for the liberality of its principles, but which in detail requires numerous
amendments, always incidental to a complete reversal of any system of
legislation, such as, in regard to the Criminal Slave Code, was effected here
by the Act in question. The following are the points appearing to your
Committee most proper to be altered :—In the 2d Clause, they recommend-
that the capital offence of maiming and wounding any white or free person,
or other Slave, shall be restricted to cases where such cutting and maiming
was “ with intent to kill,” as unless the jury can, from the circumstances of
the case, infer malice to this extent, your Committee are of opinion the
punishment is disproportionate to the offence.

In the same Clause, your Committee recommend that the crime of compass-
ing the death of a white or free person be struck out of the list altogether,
as quite unnecessary for the protection of the free population,a dead letter
blot upon the Statute Book, and as investing the Slave Code with an appear-
ance of tyrannous’suspicion wholly alien to the mildness of its administration.
Your Committee are, for similar reasons, of opinivn, that .the attempting

by Slaves to kill, by potson or otherwise, or the maiming or destroying of.
hurses, mules, asses, horned cattle, &c. should be transferred from the class
of capital crimes to that of misdemeanours; still, however, reserving a capital
punishment for one aggravated case, viz: the actual and felonious killing
ot those animals by poison or other inward applications ; a crime the con-
sequences of which may be so ruinous to the owner, the facilities for the ac-.
complishment whereof are so numerous, aud the means of detection so few,
that your Committee cannot recommend to the Legislature to award any
panishment short of the highest to its convicted perpetrator.

Your Committee farther recommend to the consideration of the Board, to.
fix the sum which is to constitute the limit of petit larceny a good deal higher
than it stands at present under the English common law, as the necessary
consequence cf requiring every larceny, however trifling, to be tricd in the
Supreme Court, has been to discourage such prosecutions altogether, and to
give a kind of impunity to this crime. The imprisonment previous to trial
is, in most cases, too great a punishment, while the lapse of, perhaps, half
a year from the commission of the offence, ere the punishment can be
awarded, takes away all appearance of connexion between them.
Your Committee recommend, instead of this system, that all larcenics under

a fixed amount should be tried before the tribunal which has cognizance of
misdemeanours committed by Slaves, and regarding the constitution of which
they will, in a future part ‘of this Report, state their opinion. An omission
in Clause 3d of this Act should be supplied by requiring proof of a guilty
knowledge, on thepart of receivers of stolen goods, that the same were
stolen. And in Clause gth, your Committee would suggest the propriety of
lodging the power of bail in the hands of the Chief Justice alone; and, in
case of his absence or sickness, in the other two Judges, as instances are ne*
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unfrequent in which, from the non-attendance of the requisite number of
Judges, bail cannot, as the Clause now stands, be taken.

- Your Committe now beg to direct the attention of the honourable Board
te the 15th Clause of the Act, which creates a Court of Justices and free.
holders for the trial of misdemeanours and petty offences, and to report, as
their humble opinion, that the constitution of such Court should be altered,
In so small a community, as it becomes impossible to vary the frecholders
who are to act as a jury, so as to give them the genuine character of such a
body, and, in point of fact, not above five or six persons have ever been sum-
moned under this Clause to act as jurors, so that, on eacli successivetrial,
the same jurors have invariably sat; moreover, as the law now in force
requires every petty offence, however far distant from Scarborough, the place
of its commission may be, to be tried at the Court-House there, this objection
gains tenfold weight. ‘The expence of summoning, the delays attending their
absence, and the postponements which thus necessarily take place, are so
many additional objections to this mode of trial; in lieu of which your Com.
mittee would recommend the trial of petit larceny, and all misdemeanours
before a Court of not less than three Justices of the Peace, one of whom, at
least, to be of the quorum, to sit under such rules as to the Legislature
might seem meet, as near as possible to the place where the crime may have
been committed, as a measure far better calculated to preserve the police
regulations of the country, more prompt in its decisions, and by far more
lenient to the Slave.
The 17th Clause provides for the punishment of Slaves giving talse evidence

in either of the Courts created by the aét, but there seems to be an omission
in not annexing the same punishment to free persons committing a similar
offence in those Courts, which your Committee are of opinion should be made
indictable in the Court of Grand Sessions. The Coinmittee will not here
enter on the questions arising from the present enactments in Clauses 19, 20,
and 21, regarding the legal mode and measure of Slave punishment by their
owners, as their consideration will more properly take place undcr the pro-
posed new regulations in the second branch ot this Report, but with reference
to Clause 22, they earnestly recommend its being completely remodelled. When
that Clause was framed, it was justly considereda great step to the establish-
ment of the Criminal Slave Code on the foundations of humanity aad justice,
but the experience of upwards of three years has led your Committee to the
conviction, that still more is required to give stability and effect to the system,
and that more may with safety be accorded. Your Committee are of opinion,
that while a professional Judge presides in our Criminal Courts, to direct
attention to the rules and construction of evidence, while accused persons are
allowed, as is the practice in these Colonies, the benefit of professional assist-
ance in every shape, and at every stage of the proceedings; and, finally,
when they reflect on the powerful efficacy of cross-examination in presence of
a jury-of white freeholders, merchants, or planters, as a means of eliciting
truth, or detecting falsehood, there can be no possible objection to the re-
moval of all legal disabilities affecting the evidence of Slaves on account of
their condition; and that in every Criminal Court of the Colony, the testi-
mony of a Slave should be put in point of competency, on. the same footing
with that ofa free person. As the law indeed stands, it is fraught with mon-
strous inconsistency : two or more Slaves, who could give evidence on which
to convict the murderer of their tellow Slave, are yet as nothing in the scale
of legal demonstration, should the victim happen tu be a person of free
condition. This glaring absurdity of receiving or rejecting testimony accord-
ing to the colour or condition of the individual to whom it has reference,
ought immediately to be remedied, though, in passing, your Committee may
remark this one out ofa good many instances, in which the Criminal Code of
the Slave is more lenient and protecting than that to which his owner is sub-
ject. Your Committee beg to call the attention of the honourable Board to
the 31st Clause, which seems to them to proceed on very erroneous principles,
in directing that runaway Slaves, confined in gaol, if not claimed in six weeks
from their incarceration, shall be turned adrift on the public to starve or to
steal as may best accord with their previous habits. ‘The Committee, in lieu
thereof, would recommend a recurrence to the ancient practice of selling such

'
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Slaves for their fees, and they. are the more confirmed in this opinion from
observing, that, so late as December 1825, the Colony. of St. Vincent has in

its last aateliorating act adopted a similar rule.
Your Committee have forborne any discussion on the question of the effi-

cacy of the Court of Guardians, established by the 25th Clause of this Act,
jn affording protection tu the Slave, as they will have to consider that point
under their second branch, when they come to treat of the proposed establish-
ment ofa Protector and Guardian of Slaves; and on this first head of their
subject, your Committee have little to add, save to mention to your honour-

able Board, that there are still one or two enactinents of very old standing
that contain Clauses so little consonant with the spirit of the age, that your
Committee are of opinion not one person in a hundred in the community
dreams of such being in existence; but which, though long ago become ob-

solete and forgotten, ought not to remain longer unrepealed on the Statute
Book. Your Committee are humbly of opinion that a consolidation of the
Slave law, as it at present stands, with the amendments thereof above sug-
gested, and several others of minor importance, together with such of the
new measures proposed by His Majesty’s Government, as it may be advisable
to adopt into one Act, thus comprehending the whole Slave Code, would be a
measure at once conducive to certainty, precision, and a correct understand-
ing of its provisions.
To the second branch of their subject, the consideration of the newly pro-

posed regulations, your Committee will now proceed :—The first essential

point is the appointment ot a Guardian or Protector; and here your Com-
mittee at once take leave to say, they do not participate in the alarm and
antipathy expressed against the appointment of such an officer. Your Com-
mittee feel but one objection on the subject, namely, that to enable him to
perform his functions effectually, to preserve a proper independence, and
to remunerate his labours adequately, his salary should be large. Your
Committee are well aware that the financial situation of this Colony will
not adinit of any large permanent charge on its resources; but, as the
measure is so earnestly recommended by His Majesty's Government, your
Committee suppose this objection might be obviated, and they beg to report,
that, on principle, they can see no good or valid ubjection to the appointment
of such an officer. Whatever rules may be framed for the protection of
the Slave population, it is obvious they will require some person to look
after their enforcement, as it can never be reasonably expected that an.unpaid
Magistracy will take upon themselves voluntarily the obnoxiouscharacter
of informers. If, therefore, new laws are to be made for the protection of
the Slaves, your Committee think there should be a sworn and. salaried
officer to watch over their observance; for while they feel your honour-
able Board will, along with them, spurn the imputation of the Colony being
ready to frame laws, specious enough on paper, but rendered nugatory in
practice, by an alleged supineness in carrying them into execution, they can
apprehend no danger from the appuintment of an officer, himself subject to
the positive directions of the law in the execution of his office, whose only
duty will be to see that those laws affecting Slaves, which may receive the
assent of the United Legislature, are duly carried into operation, or that
any breaches of them which may occur be brought under the cognizance
of some Constitutional Tribunal. Your Committee are of opinion, that a
Colonial nomination to this office (subject always to the approval of His
Majesty) would be preferable to a Trans-Atlantic one, as being more likely
to fall on a person acquainted with local laws and customs, a point, igno-

rance in which might lead to unpleasant results; and should Deputy Pro-
tectors be deemed essential, your Committee are of opinion a much smaller
number than one for each parish, as contemplated in the draft bill before them,
would be amply sufficient for every beneficial purpose. ;
Such being the opinion of your Committee on the first bill, it will be

with reference to this that they frame the succeeding parts of their Report,
as the whole system depends on the power and appointment of some such
officer as a Protector or Guardian. .
On the next head of the, proposed new regulations, your Committee may

be very concise in their. remarks. It.is that of the bill to enable Slaves to ac-

quire property, and for the establishment of Saving Banks.
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Regarding this, your Committe, with pleasure; point to the Positive enact.
ment of security to Slave property, contained in the 35th Clause of thelate Slave Act, as a provision uusuggested by any Trans-Atlantic influence
but which emanated solely and spontancously from the good feelingot the
Colonists towards the well-being and domestic comforts of their Slaves. Asto Saving-Banks being established, your Committee are by no means dis-
posed to foster any ideas which may be entertained of their great efficacy increating ideas of economy or pecuniary independence among the Slaves; but,
as their establishment appears to be of that nature of negative propositionswhich, if it cannot be expected to produce much good, can by no possibilit
so far as they perceive, be productiveof evil, your Committee recommend tite
adoption of all the provisions of this Bill.
A much more important question arises on the next proposed measure,regarding the mode and degree of punishment to which Slaves are to be

subjected. To the first Clause, allowing the Protector of Slaves, in case of
such an appointment being made, to appear in all Courts as the Guardian of
Slaves’ mghts, the Committce see no objection. And they are also of
opinion, that the exhibition of the whip in the hands of the drivers in thefield may very properly and safely be discontinued. This has already been
effected in the colony of Saivt Vincent’s, by the 23d Clause of theirAct,
already quoted; and your Committee recommend its adoption here as parti-
cularly advisable, from the circumstance that, as our present law has pro-
hibited the drivers from using the whip at all, the suffering it to remain in
their hands is only exposing them to the temptation of committing a breach
of the law, by placing the means thereof constantly within their reach,
Your Committee are of opinion, that the present law of the colony, by

which no owner, &c. can inflict on any Slave more than ten lashes without
the presence of another free person as a witness, and in no case give morethan twenty lashes for one offence, without the intervention of a magistrate, is,if effectually enforced and watched over, as humane a provision as the state
of the Slave population generally will, even yet, allow to be adopted. Neither
can your Committee recommend the adoption of any general rule, either to
postpone, in every case, the punishment till twenty-four hours after the com-
mission of the offence ; as they think such a regulation would, in many cases,
be impolitic, in others cruel, and, in not a few, impracticable. They are,
therefore, humbly of opinion, that, for these reasons, the 3d Clause of this
proposed Bill should be rejected.

Neither do your Committee recommend the adoption of the system pro-
posed for the punishment of female offenders, as set forth in the 5th and three
following Clauses. They cannot, from all the evidence they can procure,
come to the conclusion, that it will be perfectly safe to abolish flogging of
female offenders entirely. In their present state they would consider the
promulgation of any such order as equivalent to an exemption from punish-
ment altogether, and while the difficulty of preserving order among them-
selves would thus be much increased, an envious Jealousy would pervade the
minds of the males, which could not be allayed till they had endeavoured, by
clamour or menaces, to accomplish a similar change in their own system.
Without, however, effecting so radical and dangetous a change as the total
disuse of the whip in regard to female offenders, your Committee think civ:-
lization and humanity require, at least, a modification of the present system,
sofar as that the severity of flogging, when requisite, to be inflicted on
females, might be mitigated by the adoptionof a lighter instrument of punish-
ment than the cart-whip, (such as that generally known by the name of the
cat,) and, in particular, that decency should not be outraged by the exposure
of females under punishment, for which purpose your Committee are of
opinion, flogging of females should always, when necessary to be resorted to,
take place without the presence of any other males than the driver by whom
it is to be inflicted, and such witness as the law may require to prove its extent.
Your Committee can see no objection to the establishment of tlie proposed

record-book of punishments, as they are given to understand it is, though
not quite so formally arranged as in the proposed regulations, in effect carried
already into practice on the great majority of the plantations in the Colony,and no person, confining his punishments within the measure allowed him
by the law, can ever feel any difficulty in keeping a record of them.
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Your Committce humbly recommend to your honourable Board decidedly

to reject the 18th Clause of this proposed Act, whereby traces of a recent
flogging on the person of a Slave are proposed to be converted into a legal

suspicion against his owner, from which he is to exculpate himself as he best
can, by proving he was not the person who inflicted them ; a greater departure
from the principles of equity, or one more calculated to defeat its own pur-
ose, your Committee cannot conceive than the enactment of such a rule
would be, but luckily, it 1s unnecessary to comment on it further, as the
unqualified and direct admission of Slave testimony in all criminal cases
whatever, which your Committee have already recommended, must even, in
the eyes of the original proposers of this Clause, be so far preferable to it as to
leave no shadow of argument left for its adoption. .

Clauses 21st and 22d of this proposed enactment are, in their present state,
equally inadmissible in the opinion of your Committee. It appears to them
but reasonable that there should be a power vested in the superior court of
the Colony, to liberate a Slave from the controul of any master who may be
canvicted before it of a wanton or malicious exercise of his authority over him,
but they are of opinion that to declare such Slave free or forfeited absolutely
to His Majesty, would be to enact a law likely to become dangerous to the
peace of the community, and unjust towards children, and creditors, and
mortgages. Your Committee are, therefore, respectfully of opinion, that the
Board cannot adopt the 21st Clause as it now stands, but that by a modifi-
cation of its provisions, a power may be created suificient to wrest a Slave

from the controul ofa cruel master, while, on the other band, no injustice
will be done to third parties interested in such Slave, and no danger arise to
the community.
Far different, however, are their sentiments on the 22d Clause, which would

inflict the penalty of forfeiture of property, and disqualification to hold it in
future in a Slave colony, on any person twice committing any breach of these
regulations. On this Clause your Committee have little to say, but that they
consider it so harsh as if it were possible to enact it, it would certainly defeat
its own purposes. Laws should have penalties proportioned to the moral
guilt contracted in the breach of them, but in this instance the moral guilt
may be so small, while the penalty attached is so monstrous, that your Com-
mittee think no sane legislator, cognizant of the subject, could for a moment
think of connecting the two together.
Your Committee recommend the adoption of the provisions of the Bill, to

prevent the separation of members cf the same family, by virtue of legal
process, with the restriction of it in tHe case of husbands and wives, to such as
may be legally married, for they consider its extension to the case of reputed
hushands or wives to be visionary and impracticable, as well as a direct encou-
ragement to licentiousness. ‘The proposed regulations for Sunday markets

being inapplicable here, since the abolition of the market on that day, require
not enactment; and in regard to the rules for preventing compulsory labour
on Sunday, they are so little called for in practice that they might also be
pronounced unnecessary; but that, as stated by your Committee, in the com-
mencement of this Report, it may be advisabie to give to such general custom
the sanction of positive law. ‘Tbe hour of sun-rise, however, on Monday
morning, before which it is proposed to render the working of Slaves illegal,
may, according to the season of the year, be too late, and your Committce
would suggest in lieu thereof the words “ day-break.” Aa addition must also
be made to the list of operations which it will be legal for an owner or ma-
nager to compel the Slaves to perform on that day, so as to comprehend the
various branches of labour required in the boiting and curing-bouses, and
liquor-loft. No tax existing on manumission in this colony, and there being
no fee, save the trifling expence of recording the deed, which docs not much
exceed 20 shillings sterling, your Committce sce no reason for this payment,
trifling as it is, being thrown on the public. The protector may be directed
to look after the regularity of the deed, and its being duly executed and
recorded, but to any Slave who has the means of effecting his own freedom,
the fee for recording the deed can form no obstacle.
The question of compulsory manumission involves many difficulties; your

Committee have approached it with-an anxious desire to get the better of them,
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but they are by no means satisfied they will be able to do so; the greatest dif.
ficulty, in their apprehension, arises from the impossibility ofpaying full regard
to the rights of third parties interested in the.Slave to be manumitted; they do.
not see, for instance, how they can apportion the respective interests of tenants
forlife, heirs of entail, mortgagees and others in a sum of money. Should the
wisdom of the Legislature, however, be able to devise means to get over this
difficulty, your Committee think all the other objections might be obviated
Care might be taken that the price of any Slave to be manumitted should be
proportioned not merely to his own intrinsic value, but relatively to the im-
portance of his services to his owner; provision should be made to prevent the
evil of any head tradesman, or other person of importance, being freed before
the proprietor might be able to supply his place, by requiring, for instance, the
lapse of a considerable period of time after his appraisement, and the lodge-
ment of his value before the act of freedom could take effect; thus giving his
owner time to procure another Slave qualified to take the freed-man’s place.
It might also be proper to provide against female Slaves being allowed to
compel their owners giving them freedom by means of funds acquired by con-
cubinage; as to enable them to acquire freedom by such means, and while in
such situation, would be holding out a direct encouragement to licen-
tiousness.
Though your Committee are of opinion no legislative enactment can

have much effect in promoting the institution of marriage among Slaves, they
do not consider that any weighty objection can exist to the enactment of the
proposed regulations on this subject, provided that there be inserted in it a
qualification, that the protector shall not issue a licence to marry two Slaves
where such marriage can be shewn to be detrimental to the interest of either
of their owners. Such a case might happen, for instance, in the marriage of
two Slaves situated on properties widely distant from each other, the conse-
quence of which would be either the sickness of the Slaves from night tra-
velling to visit each other, or from the infrequency of their meeting, their
resorting anew to concubinage.
Your Committee have already, on the subject of Slave evidence, anticipated

any remarks required to be made on the proposed Bill for its admission;
they wish it to be received in all criminal courts without any restraint what-
ever, which, if adopted, will render quite unnecessary the anomalous system of
licences proposed, whereby the question of the competency of a witness would
be transferred from the decision ofthe court where he was to be examined, to
that of a clergyman, an innovation for which there is not the slightest occa-
sion. Your Committee see no reason for rendering Slaves competent wit-
nesses in civil courts, except in questions between themselves. To enact for-
ther would be to open a wide door to fraud and perjury, and would bea
measure wholly unnecessary for the protection of the Slave, as in his féw civil
contracts with free persons he can never be at aloss to provide a free witness
for their authentication.

Your Committee will now close their report on this extensive and import-
aut subject, by again stating to your honourable Board, that, in their opinion,
many of the proposed new regulations may be adopted with pertect safety, and
some prospect of advantage to the Slave, and none of them are so objectionable
but that, under proper modifications, their principles may not be in some
measure adopted. (Signed) WILLIAM MACBEAN.
February 12, 1827. ROBERT MITCHELL.

 

Ta his Honour William Brasnell, President and Commander-in-Chiefin
and over the Islandof Tobago and its Dependencies, Chancellor, Ordinary,
and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &c.

May itplease your Honour,

IN compliance with the pledge contained in our Address to your Honour of
the 25th January, we, the Speaker and Members of the House of General
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Assembly, beg leave to present your Honour with a copy ofthe Report brought

up from’ the Select Committee of the House, appointed in August last, to

take into consideration the measures suggested by His Majesty’s Government

for the improvement of the condition of the Slave population, and the prac-

ticability of carrying the same into effect. We have taken the earliest oppor-

tunity of laying this instrument before you, but in presenting it, we cannot

conceal from ourselves that we must, in a considerable degree, disappoint the

expectations of His Majesty’s Goverument. The cause is to be found, not

in any unwillingness on our part to go as far to promote the benefit of that

class of people who are subject to us, as is consistent with the safety of the

country, but from the peculiar difficulty we labour under in having measures

urged upon us for adoption, which are ill adapted to the state of society in

the island, and which are ill calculated to accomplish the ends which they

are intended to answer.

The two first suggestions, viz. the appointment of a protector, and a legis-

lative enactment to permit compulsory manumission, we have found so

objectionable, for the reasons set forth in the Report, and which we need not

here repeat, that we have been obliged altogether to reject them. The effect,

however, which the late Slave Act gave to the system of guardianship will

render the rejection of the first recommendation a matter of little moment,

as the protection designed the Slave is fully secured to him by the provisions

of the Act in question.
.

The admission of Slave evidence is a point that seems to have occasioned a

considerable diversity of opinion in most of the colonics. The difference we

believe to arise from local causes. In this island, we have not only the incli-

nation, but the means of going further on this head than most of the other

‘lands. We can scarcely conceive, that, in this small community, there

could often occur an instance of a witness being brought into Court without

being known, either in person or by character, to the Court or Jury, or both,

and even were such the case, they would not be without facilities whereby to

arrive at a knowledge of the degree of credibility to which the individual

would be entitled. We, therefore, feel a reluctance to load ourselves with the

certificates of the clergy and the remainder of the cumbrous machinery with

which the draft of this proposal was burdened. We propose to do away

altogether with the distinction which has heretofore prevailed between the

admission of the evidence of persons, free and bond, leaving them, however,

equally open to the same common law exceptions.

The abolition of the use of the whip, where females are concerned,is a

provision to which we can by no means accede. We like the whip, as a mode

of punishment, as little as those can do who have never crossed the Atlantic,

and we have seen with gratification its use becoming more sparing every day:

but we are not yet prepared to say, that it shall on no oceasion be resorted to,

even in the case of females. In addition to the other reasons given in the

Report, we have a turther objection ; an enactment, such as now called for,

would tend to introducea totally different mode of Governmeni between the

two sexes of the Slave population,the effects of which we are, at present, wholly

without the means of anticipating; we believe that the males would not

long submit to a discipline from which they found the other sex exempt, and

that symptoms of insubordination would soon be manifest. Peculiar immu-

nities to the female part of the commmnity are the result of a state of refine-

ment, which the Negroes cannot yet be supposed to have attained; connected

with this subject, is the proposed penalty on a person a second time convicted

of unlawfully punishing a Slave. The offence, at the utmost, can be no more

than assault and battery, but we venture to assert it is thé first time in the

history of legislation, since it became a science, that it ever entered into the

contemplation of a Statesman to punish such an offence with the confiscation

of alla man’s preperty.
For our views of the marriage of Slaves, the non-separation of families, and

the employment of the Sunday in the performance of religious duties, we

refer your Honour generally to the Report. In it will also be found our ideas

respecting the establishment of Savings Banks. ;

The only other topic to which we wish to advert, is the keeping of a Record

Punishment Book; it is one of those alterations in our system to which we

513



514

134 TOBAGO.

feel a decided hostility. To make.a man furnish evidence against himself j,
on constitutional grounds,a sufficient objection, but there is anotherscarcelyless forcible: we cannot ,comprehend without alarm the degradation which
the whole class of persons resident on estates must suffer from the adoption of
the measure; it would beia virtual declaration that their habity are such thatthey must necessarily lie under an imputation of cruelty, until, at the expira.
tion of every three months, they purge their.consciences on oath, and after all,
those whom this provision would be intended to satisfy, would paylittleregard to the vath, for they would say, there was every inducement to retrieve
by perjury what a man was supposed to have lost by his profligacy. Weare
convinced no more effectual method could be devised for causing the cruelt
which is sought to be prevented; for theestecm of the world, is a motive togood conduct only inferior to the approbation of conscience, and he why
labours under the imputation of guilt is half disarmed whenassailedby temp-
tation; in proportion as he has little to lose he wil! be the less disposed to
resist the influence of passion. The recapitulation of improvements which
closes the Report, will shew your Honour the length we believe we may safelygo, and the benefits they would confer on the Slave are neither few nor trivial,
We look with confidence to your Honour for making such a representation

to His Majesty’s Government of our humble exertions in this important cause
as will ensure their favourable reception and interpretation.

(Signed) CHRIST, IRVINE,
Speaker of the House of General Assembly,

House of Assembly, 6th February 1827. |

 

The Select Commitiee appointed on the 23d ofAugust last, to take into con-
sideration the Measures proposed by His Majesty's Government Sor the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Slave- Pomtlation, and the practica-
bikty of carrying the same into effect, and to report thereon to the House,
have, pursuantly to the Orders of the House, examined the matiers to them.
referred, and have agreed upon thefollowing Report:—

YOUR Committee have given this important subject their fullest and most
deliberate consideration, being anxious to giveeffect to the measures recom-
mended by His Majesty’s Government, as far as the same could be done con-
sistent with tle welfare of the Colony, and the happiness of the Slave. The
difficulties attending this question have almost overwhelined your Committee,
and they at one time despaired of coming to any conclusion en the subject,
but at length their minds are fully made up on this momentous matter, and
they trust their suggestions and observations will be approved of by-the
House. 7 ;Your Committee in the first place beg leave to urge, that the Legislature of
this colony was the first among the colonies to come forward and propose
measures for the amelioration of the Slave-population. . ‘Their Act, intitaled,
‘“* An Act to repeal an Act, intituled, an Act for the good order and govern-
“ment of Slaves, aad for repealing an Act of this Island, intituled, aa Act for
the good order and government of Siaves, and tor keeping them under proper
restraint, and for establishing the method of trial in capital cases, and other
regulations for the greater security of that part of the inhabitants’ property,
and to substitute a new Act in lieu thereof,” enacted varions regulations. for
the protection and benefit of the Siave. The trial by jury was granted to the
Slave for capital offences; he was adinitted as a witness even against a white
person in capital cases, provided no white or free evidence was present at the
commission of the crime; his property was secured to him by law; Sunday
markets were abolished; guardians were appointed for his protection; and
various other privileges and immunities granted the Slave, tending to his
comfort and happiness, and. proving the extreme wish of the Legisiature to
advance him on the scale of moral civilization. |

Considering the situation of the Slave, his habits and customs, and the little
progress hitherto made ia religious instruction and civilization, it was thought
that the Legislature, by the above enactment, had gone as far as was consistent
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with prudence, or as could be benetficiat or advahtagdous to the Slave himself
at present. It was reserved for a future day, when the benefit secured by the

above-named Act should have been felt and understood, to have adopted cther

measures and to have provided new benefits for the Slave, and as the progress

of civilization, combined with religious instruction, should have fitted him for

further concessions on the part of the master: but the march ofimprove-

ment must be gradually progressive, and must be regulated by the march of
intellect. Your Committee are of opinion, that the Act above referred to

embraced almost every measure which could tend to thehappiness and corm

fort of the Slave, and whichwere adapted to his capacity and habits, and kis

‘situation in the scale of civilization.

The first measure which claimed the attention of your Committee, in the re-

commendation of His Majesty’s Ministers, was the appointmentofa Protector

of Slaves. Independent of the expence attending the appointment of such a per-
son, as his salary must be considerable, from not being allowed to hold other’

situations, your Committee are of opinion such an appointment is wholly un-
called for, for they think every object to be obtained by the appointment of a

Protector is secured by the provisions of the Slave-Act, which enacts the ap-
pointment of guardians for the protection of Slaves against any cruelty or in-

justice on the part of cheir owners, or others: this enactment has been found

sufficient for any purpose connected with the protectionof Slaves from injustice;
and has been frequently acted upon, and the office of guardian being contided

to the President of the Council, and Speaker of the House of General Asscm-
bly, and Judges of the Court ot Common Pleas, is a sufficient guaranteeofthe

wish of the Legislature to afford every relief and protection to Slaves from the

oppression of their masiers and others: but if it shall be the opinion of the

House that the Act is not sufficient as it now stands, other assistant guardians

might be appointed, who might comprehend the Magistrates of the different

parishes of the island, and who, on any compiaint made by a Slave, might have

power to summon to their assistance other Magistrates to form a court to exa-

mine into the complaint, and on such examination, to report the same to the’

Attorney-General for prosecution, the expence of such prosecution to be borne

by the colony. Further than this your Committee would not go at present; they

consider the appointment of a Protector, with the powers annexed to the situa-

tion, as is witnessed in Trinidad and Demerara, as an attempt to dissolve the tre

and relation which ought to prevail between Master and Slave: the attach-

ment which at present exists between Master and Slave will be weakened, the

moment the Slave is led to make complaints to other persons, and to expect

redress from any other than his master or owner; heart-burnings and ditle-

rences will ensue, and the happiness of the Slave, as well‘as the comfort and

consequence of the owner and master, will be weakened, if not destroyed. That

necessary discipline which ought to prevail on plantations while slavery exists

will be much impaired; dissatisfaction will ensue, and your Committee have

little doubt but an order of things would soon prevail upon plantations which

might prove serious in its consequences both to Master and Slave. Every

object to be obtained by the appointment of a Protector would be accom-

plished by appointing an additional number of guardians as above stated.

The next object which has drawn the attention of your Committeee, is the

subject of compulsory manumission: the more they have considered this

part of the recommendation of His Majesty’s Ministers, the more difficulties

seem to surround the question. ‘To refuse toa Slave the privilege of frecdom -

when he may be able to acquire it, seems in the abstract unreasonable, and

even cruel; but while slavery is suffered to exist, it must be cunsidered as 4

system to which certain rights orf the part of the master are attached, and of

which he cannot be deprived without his consent. No measure so effectual

for the destruction of slavery, root and branch, could be devised as compulsory

manumission: it is well known, whatever be the numerical strength of an

estate, the effective service is performed by one-third generally of the strongest

and most laborious Negroes; the remaining strength consists of old people,

invalids and children. If compulsory manumission beallowed, it will be in

the power of the societies who are anxious for the extinction of slavery, to

destroy slavery altogether, by assisting in the purchase of some of the most

effective of the gang, and thus rendering the proprietor wholly. unable to
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carry on the cultivatlon of the estate. Another offectual mode micht be
anopted by these societies, that of purchasing the young woaien when arrived
at the age of bearing children. . _

Naturally, slavery must find a term limited to its existence by this mode
being adopted: thcre would be no increase, and a very few years would if

the measure of compulsory manumission be adopted, demonstrate that ‘to
more effectual mode for the destruction of slavery could have been suggested
than that of compulsory manumission. Your Committee are well aware that
in the Mother Country the suggestions above-enumerated will have ‘ho
weight, but the master will no longer be master if he can be deprived of his
Slaves by the compulsory mode recommended by His Majesty’s Ministers; he
must fail in the performance of his pecuniary engagements, if deprivedofthe
means of fulfilling them; and he would, by no fault, no act of his own, be
made a bankrupt jn fortune, with every wish and dispostion to pay hisdebts
and act fairly and honourably towards his creditors. oO

_ The next point for the consideration of your Committee, is the admission of
the evidence of Slaves. By the Act betore referred to, the evidence of two
Slaves is admissible even in capital cases, where no white or free person is pre-
sent, or could be produced to give evidence of the facts. But your Committee
are disposed to go further, they think the evidence of Slaves might-be ad-
mitted in al] cases without anv restriction; their ignorance and want ofreligious
principles would have the weight only it deserved in the minds of a jury, and
the evidence of a Slave, as to competency and credibility, might be measured by
the same scale as that of free or white persons. At present your Committee

see no ill likely to ensue by allowing the admission of the evidenceofSlaves
in all cases.
_But as to the Act recommended by His Majesty's Ministers, forpreventing

abuses in the punishment of Slaves, whether the same be inflicted by due
course of law, or the authority of the master, your Committee are disposed
to take a very different view of the same from what seems to be the opinion
of His Majesty’s Ministers: in thefirst place they would suggest that the cart-
whip, on which so much reproach has been cast, is as well as an instrument
of punishment, a badge of authority, and although used for the purpose of re-.
straint and punishment, is likewise used as a signal. to summon the Negroes to
attend their work, to receive their allowances, and perform the usual services of
the plantation. The substitution of solitary confinement, andthe affixing marks.
and badges on the Negroes hy way of punishment, would in the opinionofyour
Committee be a change highly disagreeable and repugnant to the feelings of.
the Negroes; the sense of shame being by no means extinet in the Slaves, and
it being desirous to keep up this feeling as. long as possible, your Committce
are satisfied that a moderate infliction of punishment by the whip, under the.
restrictions of the law, would beless galling and. severe to the Slaves than the
placing marks and other badges on them by way of punishment. In the one
case, custom has reconciled the punishment by the whip, little disgrace is
_attached to the use of it, but distinguishiug badges it would be difficult to
reconcile them to; any Slave marked or distinguished in this way for punish-
ment would become a bye-word and reproach to his fellow Slaves; it might
become a stain upon families, and the consequence would be strifes and heart-
burnings on a plantation, which no order or discipline could allay or subdue.
Your Committee cannotadopt the recommendation ot His Majesty’s Ministers,

respecting the discontinuance of the whip as a punishment for females: the
women, it is notorious, are generally the most refractory on an estate, and the
leaders and promoters of every disturbance; they frequently lead the men
into disorders which they would never otherwise think of, and were they not
restrained by the fear of corporal punishment, it would be impossible to
maintain order aud discipline upon a plantation: your Committee object
however, highly to any exposure of the naked body, and are of opinion that
‘punishment in no case should be inflicted on the naked body of females. This.
may be restrainedby.legislative provision.
Your Committee object highly to the keeping of a record- book of punish-

meuts.on an estate. In the first place, they consider. such a measure as in
direct opposition to the law of the land, and the Constitution of Great Britain,
ag it callsuponamanto bear evidence: against himself, and opéns a door to
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wilful andcorrapt perjury. The suggestions of your Comtnittee, respecting
the appointmentot un additional number of guardians, would supersede the
aocessity of keeping a record-book of punishments, as it is to be hoped that,
by the vigilance ‘and care of the guardians, and their readiness to listen to

_ complaints,all eruelty’and injustice will cease, and the monstrous priaciple of
. compelling a man to bear evidence against himself will not be established in
this colony. If are¢ord-book of punishments is kept, the individual has no
alternativebut of bearing evidence against himself, or taking a false oath.
Your Committee forbear making any observation on that part of the recom-

méndation of His Majesty's Ministers, that no person guilty of two several
acts of cruelty towards a Slave shall be entitled to hold any suchproperty, or
be & Wianaver or superintendant of Slaves. As they consider the proposition
of so monstrous a nature, that were your Committee to recommend its adop-
tion, they are of opinion it would be the ground-work of further demands on
theproprietors of plantations and slaves, plainly evincing a disposition on the
part of His Majesty’s Ministers to carry into effect the emancipation of the
Slave-population as speedily as possible. Your Committee think it is peculiarly
hard and unjust to subject an individual to the consequences suggested aud
recotnmended by:His Majesty’s Ministers for an offence or offences tully within:
the provisiens of the law, the punishment of which may be made sufficiently
severe without throwing the individual committing the offence out of the paie
of civilized society.
Your Committee sce no objection to the system of Savings Banks;

every security should be given to the property of the Slave. In this respect
the interest of Master and Slave shouldbe inseparable; but your Committee very
much doubt, from the suspicious character of the Slave, whether he would
confide his savings to any person; he thinks his property safest in his own
hands, and is convinced no one can take so good care of it as himself.
Your Committee can see no objection to the recommendation of His Ma-

jesty’s Ministers, to prevent the separation of Slaves being members of the
same family by virtue of any legal process. But they think even the remedy
to be provided admits of limitation and restriction. Negro men have genc-
rally more than one wife, and Negro women more than one husband. Some
proof of long cohabitation should be given to entitle the reputed husband or
wife to the privilege of the law, otherwise it would be a matter of some difti-
culty to ascertain the reputed husband or wife, such person in any legislative
provision to be made on this subject should be well defined.
Your Committee further are of opinion that marriages should be encouraged

as much as possible among Slaves; but they think this measure should be
put under strict regulations. No Slave should be allowed.to marry ualess he
could satisfy the minister of the parish that he had formed a competent idea
of the duties attached to the state; long cohabitation would be a sufficient
ground for allowing a marriage to take place; but your Committee are of
opinion this ordinance should not be entered into hastily and without reflec-
tion, as the Slave is too apt to be guided by the impulse of the moment, and
might verify the old adage, “ Marry in haste, and repent at leisure.” Be-
sides, the morals and religious improvement of the Slaves would be much im-
paired and retarded, if hasty connections were allowed to be formed, which
the Slave would feel no hesitation in dissolving when he thought fit. To teach
the Slave first to appreciate the value of the blessings attached to the married
state, he must make some advance in religious knowledge, and must shew
that he has at least some idea of the duties attached to the state, and that those
duties mark the difference between the indiscriminate connections which have
hitherto prevailed, and the holy state of matrimony.
Your Committee, lastly, are of opinion, that some further legislative pro-

vision should be made to prevent the unnecessary employment of labour on
the Lord’s Day. As His Majesty’s Government have determined to devote’
themselves to the religious instruction of the Slave, it is highly proper and
necessary that this day should be kept holy, and that the Slaves should be
convinced that Sunday is to be a day of rest. Your Committee are of opinion no
unnecessary labour should be performed on that day. Works of necessity,
however, must be performed, and so many of them occur on sugar-planta-
tions, that your Committee very much fear that the recommendations of His
Majesty’s Ministers could not be adopted to the extent suggested by them.
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Your Committee recommend that. the several Bills above-mentioned be
rejected, and that the Act, commonly called the Slave-Act, be atnendedwith.
out delay, and that the said amendments embrace the above recom mendations
suggested by your Committee, and which they will sho: tly recapitulate.
ist.—An improvement in the system of guardianship so as to supersede the

appointment of a Protector.
zd.—The admission of the evidence of Slaves without restriction.
3d.—The establishment of Savings Banks, and further securing the pro-

perty of Slaves.
4th.—A Clause to prevent the separation of families by virtue of any legal.

rocess.
5th.—A Clause to regulate the punishment of female Slaves, so as to pre.

vent improper exposure.
6th—A Clause to regulate the celebration of marriages among Slaves.
7th—A Clause for the religious observation of Sunday.
All which is respectfully submitted.

By order of the Committee, (Signed) JOHN GLANVILLE,

Committee Room, January 30, 1827. Chairman.
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ST. LUCTA.,

No. 1.

Sir, Downing Street, 20th March 1826.

1 HAVE submitted for His Majesty’s consideration the draft of the Slave
Code which was prepared by the first President of the Royal Court of Appeals,
in pursuance of the directions given by me for adapting the provisions of the
Order in Council for Trinidad, to the French Law in force in St. Lucia.
This draft is understood essentially to execute His Majesty’s intentions, and

therefore it is His Majesty’s pleasure that you do forthwith, with the advice

and consent of your Council, issue an ordinance to be expressed in the terms of

the draft. This ordinance will ultimately be submitted for the confirmation of

His Majesty in Council, with such alterations and additions as His Majesty in

Council may deem necessary. The Procurevr-General will, therefore, in con-
formity with the ordinance, act for the present as Protector of Slaves ; but it

will not be expedient to make any permanent arrangements upon the prospect

of these offices continuing to be exercised by the same individual, since it is

probable that when the ordinance shall be revised by His Majesty in Council,
His Majesty in Council may see cause for dividing them.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Major-General Mainwaring,
&c. &c. &e.

No. 2.

My Lorp,. Pavilion, St. Lucia, 13th August 1826.

_ TAVAIL myself of the opportunity of myNephew’s return to England to ad-

dress a few lines to your Lordship, and I feel that I shall be excused for this ob-

trusion, on the plea, that it is to give your Lordship the highly satisfactory and

pleasing information that, since the promulgation of the Slave law, now three

months in operation, the greatest harmony and good feeling exists in this Colony,

and that, with the exception of the enclosed, I have not heard the slightest com-

plaint; and the happiness, quiet, and good order of the plantations, have been

fully proved to me by the reports of the several Commissaries Commandants,

and confirmed by the statement of a commission, consisting of his Honour the

First President, the Registrar of Slaves, and my Secretary, who have just re-

turned from a tour of the Island, made at my request, and have visited and

inspected every estate and plantation on the tour.
I have, &c.

(Signed) J. MAINWARING, Major.General Governor.
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&e. &e. &e.

REPORT

To his Excellency Major-General Mainwaring.

Sir,
The undersigned Commissioners, appointed by your Order of Government

of the gth instant, beg leave to forward the minutes of the evidence taken be-

fore them on the Union Estate on the ensuing day, and to add their opinion

upon the several points which came under their consideration.

Ist. It appears by the correspondence attached to the minutes, that on the

8th July last Mr. Lloyd, as attorney to the property, forwarded a complaint in
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writing to the Commissary Commandant of Castries, signed by the manager
and two overseers, besides himself, stating the whole of the gang, except six.
teen, had refused to work on that day.
This called forth another letter from Mr. Lafitte to the ProcureurGeneral

requiring that a detachment of thirty militia men should be sent to theEstate
on the subsequent day, “ afin de faire arreter les chefs de l’insubordination et
‘en faire un example,” and requesting an immediate answer.
To an application of so serious a nature, theProcureur General did not think

proper to return any answer until, as stated in his letter to the First President
of the 9th, he had seen the manager of the estate, and having ascertained from
him the negroes were perfectly quiet, and at home in their huts, he put a de-
cided negative upon it, until the matter should be further investigated. The
other papers are merely a correspondence which took place, owing to the post-
ponement of the inquiry caused by the illness of the First President presiding
this commission, and which ended by the Lieutenant Commissary on the 19th
July, ordering one of the women on the estate, Marie Rose, to be flogged,
when she suffered fifteen lashes.
The evidence contained in the inquiry has, in the opinion of the Commission,

sufficiently cleared up the facts which are chiefly set forth in Mr. Delomel’s
deposition. He states,

That the day after the sugar crop was over (Thursday, 6th July), Mr.
M‘Gowan, the manager, distributed to the negroes the articles mentioned jn
the letter of the 8th, and gave them besides the whole of the Thursday; on
the Friday they turned out as usual, but on the Saturday, on his going down
to the field, he was surprized to see the major part of the gang go off to their
provision grounds, instead of coming to their work ; that he reported the cir-
cumstance to Mr. M‘Gowan, who sent him immediately to town to inform Mr.
Lloyd; the latter ordered him to make this declaration verbally to the Com-
missary Commandant, and this officer, stating that he considered the case ex-
tremely serious, called for a written complaint.

It appears that there was no kind of tumult or riot, nor any meeting of the
gang; that neither the manager, nor any person whatever having authority
over them, was attacked, or molested, or insulted, and that the negroes returned
quietly to their huts in the evening. It appears, on the other hand, that they
had received orders on the preceding evening to proceed the next day with the
nsual work of the estate, which orders they had disobeyed.
That Mr. Lloyd had not the most distant idea that Mr. Lafitte was going to

make an application for an armed force.
The cause of the disobedience on the part of the negroes seems also ascer-

tained from the information obtained through Mr. M‘Gowan.
It is an invariable custom in this Island to allow the Slaves at least oneday's

holiday at the conclusion of the sugar crop.
The crop was over on Wednesday evening, and on the next day the half-

yearly allowance of clothing, together with the usual bounty of spirits, was dis-
tributed, and the negroes enjoyed the usual holiday.
But by the goth section of the new Slave Law, the master has the option of

giving the Slaves a certain quantity of provisions for their sustenance, and
working them throughout the week (except on Sundays), or a less quantity,
but with one whole day in every week, out of crop, and half a day in crop, to
cultivate their provision grounds, and the day so granted on nearly every estate
is the Saturday. It appears, also, that the attorney of this estate had chosen
the latter alternative, and therefore the Slaves were entitled to one day in the
week for the express purpose of tilling their grounds, exclusive, as they con-
cluded, and as we conclude, of the day granted them at the end of crop for
their recreation.
Mr. M‘Gowan seems to have thought otherwise, and having allowed them

the annual holiday, he thought himself warranted in depriving them on that
occasion of their private weekly working day, or at least a part of it; a conclu-
sion in our estimation perfectly erroneous, and which he ought at least to have
explained to them on the preceding Thursday.

{t is true Mr. M‘Gowan states that formerly, when they were allowed the day
after crop, they were not indulged with another day in the same week, but he
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- should have recollected that at that time, the Jaw rendering it incumbent upon

him to grant them a daydid not exist, that the master was then bound to furnish
the full quantity of provisions, and it even forbade his yranting a day in lieu;

if therefore the Negroes did sometimes obtain a day, as he mentions, it was a

mere matter of indulgence; for no enecould be better aware than himself that
they used to receive a larger allowance of provisions.
We therefore consider, that had the Negroes gone to work as ordered, and

afterwards preferred a complaint against Mr. M‘Gowan, he would have been

liable to thepenalty provided by the 43d section of the Slave law.
But nothing can in any way excuse the disobedience of the gang; their duty

was in thefirst instance to have obeyed, for there would be an end to all subor-
dination if Slaves were tolerated, under any circumstances, in disobeying their

master’s orders. This principle is distinctly laid down in the concluding

section of the Slave law, and the necessity of adhering to it cannot be more

fullyproved than in the present instance, when, owing to their conduct on the

Saturday not having been properly noticed, the gang continued indolent and

nearly idle, though not insubordinate until the 19th. Had therefore Mr.

Lloyd ordered the ringleaders on the 8th to be punished, he would have been

justified in doing so, and we should in all probability feel ourselves bound at

this moment to recommend the infliction of one or more punishments, had not

an example been made on the 19th, which, as admitted by Mr, M‘Gowan, has

had the desired effect.
As to Mr. Lafitte’s application, had Mr. Lloyd or Mr. M‘Gowan had any

share in it, we should express ourselves very fully thereon, but it does not

appear they were at all aware of its nature, and we are not called upon te

investigate Mr. Lafitte’s conduct. We must however beg leave to observe that
even the application to Mr. Lafitte seems to have been hastily made. The

owner of a property is unquestionably entitled to the assistance of the Commis-
sary Commandant, and the latter to the support of Government, in serious

cases; but we take it to be equally clear that no owner or master is warranted

in complaining until he has first tried how far the authority with which he is
invested by law is sufficient to maintain or establish order, and here there could

have been no kind of difficulty in the selection of fit persons for punishment,
since Mr. M‘Gowan could at once point out to us those he considered as ring-
leaders; and since, as all were guilty, no blame could attach to Mr. Lloyd in

punishing one or more of these individuals, nor could there be any greater

difficulty in inflicting the punishments since the gang was perfectly quiet, and,

as proved by the punishment inflicted on the 19th, submissive,

2d.—T'he next complaint was preferred by Marie Rose, who declared that

she had been handcuffed by Mr. M‘Gowan’s orders, and her feet being tied up,

her arms were raised above her head, and hung by the handcuffs to a nail in

such a manner, that her heels were elevated considerably above the ground.

It is evident here that the truth of the latter fact was the most important point

for investigation, as upon that depended whether the punishment was of such a

nature as to come within the class of cruel and illegal punishments. ‘This fact
Mr. M‘Gowan denied, but he admitted that the nail was still in its original

place, as she had stated. We were therefore enabled easily to ascertain precisely

the position in which she had been placed, and with that view we ordered her

in our presence, to be tied up in the same way and by the same person; and

we have now to report that her charge is fully made out; that her heels were

raised considerably above the ground; the whole of her weight resting either

upon the handcuffs, which were raised in the air and hung upon the nail, or
apon her toes.
We beg to refer to the examination, for Mr. M‘Gowan’s observations upon

this point, and to add, that having satisfied ourselves of the fact that the

punishment was inflicted by Mr. M‘Gowan’s orders, we deemed further inves-

tigation into. the conduct. of the inferior officers, upon whom he then only

seemed desirous of laying the blame, unnecessary. The punishment took place

close to the buildings, and within sight of Mr. M‘Gowan’s house. ‘The woman

remained there, according to his statement, upwards of an hour, and to her's

two hours, and the least he could have done was to see his orders properly

executed,
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The gd subject for investigation was a complaint from Emclie, who stated
that having hada blister applied to her back, and havinga sore foot, she Was
ordered out to work by the manager; it appeared from the state of her back
that the blister was long since healed, and it also appeared, that she had found
her way on foot from the Union Estate to Castries, a distance of about four
miles, part ofthe road as heavy as any in the West Indies, in the course of three
hours, although, when ordered to fetch her hoe, she had not thought proper
even to ascertain what work she was to be put to, before she ran away; whe.
ther to heavy field labour as she said, or (as declared by Mr. Gowan) merely
to clear the weeds in front of the Hospital, and other light work, from which
she could not suffer. This complaint was therefore evidently unfounded,
We were also ordered to inquire particularly into the circumstances attendin

the decease of Adelaide, a Negress belonging to the Union Estate, who died in
prison on the 7th instant. It would appear by the declaration of Doctor
Chevalier, that in that respect the attorney, manager, &c., of the Union Estate
are perfectly free from blame. She was ordered out of the hospital by him on
the 28th or 29th ; now by her own declaration to the Procureur General sheleft
.the estate at the latter date, so that if blame attaches any where, it must be to
those who had the care of her in prison; a point which, thoughverydeserving
of investigation, we did not consider within the compass of our commission.
Upon the whole it appears that,
In the first case, (the complaint of the 8th July,) all the parties concerned

were deserving of blame; but as it was clear the consequences were no longer
felt upon the estate, we deemed it sufficient to call before us the attorney and
manager, and the Slaves pointed out as ringleaders, (except the woman flogeed
by the Lieut. Commissary’s orders on the 19th,) and in presence of the officers
of the estate and the drivers, to explain to the Slaves that they might consider
themselves fortunate in escaping the punishment they had merited for disobe-
dience of orders, and that should they render themselves amenable to the law on
a future occasion, their past conduct weuld not be forgotten. Then we dis-
tinctly state in private to Mr. M‘Gowan, that his interpretation of the order
was incorrect and illegal, and that had the Negroes obeyed it and prepared their
complaints afterwards, he must have been prosecuted for the penalty; and to
Mr. Lloyd, that his application to the Commissary Commandant appeared to
us premature.

2d. With respect to the charge so fully substantiated by Marie Rose,your
Commission, having before them your Excellency’s Proclamation of Junelast,
wherein, by the 2d clause, reference is made to the proceedings of a Commission
appointed previous to the promulgation of the Slave Law, to inquire as to the
management of this same estate, and by which the government pledges itself,
that provisions of the Slave Law shall in such cases be strictly enforced; they
cannot but recommend, that His Majesty’s Attorney General be directed to
enter a prosecution against Mr. M‘Gowan.

3d. Emelie’s complaint having proved completely groundless, the same even-
handed justice requires, and indeed, the state of the gang renders it, in our
opinion, necessary that she should be punished under the 122d section, and as
the Commission of Inquiry emanates from your Excellency, it will rest with
you to limit the extent of the punishment.

In the matter respecting Adelaide, this Commission beg to express their full
conviction, that no blame attaches to the officers of the estate, an opinion which
they make no doubt your Excellency will share in, on reading the deposition
of Doctor Chevalier, whose skill, humanity, and high general character are
perfectly known to your Excellency.
They also beg to add, that Mr. Lloyd seems to them exempt from blame on

every point which they have investigated, except that previously mentioned,
which he had recourse to in consequence of the Commissary Commandant’s
advice and opinion, when it was quite impossible for him to foresee the use that
would be made of his letter. He states, “that it had beena very painful
‘© circumstance to him for some months past, that the Negroes had never gone
“near him to complain, and he never knew what had taken place until
“ my were actually in jail, having preferred their complaints to the public
‘© officers.”
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This is certainly very unusual on the part of plantation Negroes; but
the fact, which is in part confirmed by Marie Rose, satisfactorily accounts for
this cruel and illegal mode of punishment having been latterly inflicted on the
estate (and it was only introduced latterly) without Mr. Lloyd's knowledge.

(Signed) J. JEREMIE.
H. DE BERNARD.
J. M. STEPHENS.

Castries, 14th August 1826.
 

ENQUIRY upon theUnionEstate, by virtue of a commission issued to his
Honour John Jeremie, First President, Honourable H. De Bernard, and J. M.
Stephens, Esquires, byhis Excellency

M. J. MAINWARING, Governor.

Union Estate, 10th August 1826.
THE commission being read, Mr. James M‘Farlane was sworn in as Clerk

to the commission.
The proceedings then commenced by reading the following Correspondence:
1.—John Lloyd, James M‘Gowan, Louis Delomel, Louis Leriche, dated 8th

July, 1826, 8 M. Le Commissaire De Castries.
9.—Lafitte, dated 9 Juillet, 4 M. Le Procureur, Général.
3.—James M‘Gowan, 12th July, to P. L. Lafitte, Commissary,
4.—William Pattison, Lieutenant-Commissary, to John Lloyd Attorney to

Union.
5.—Lafitte, 15 Juil. 1826, 4 L’Honi, John Jeremie.
6.—John Lloyd, dated 17 July, to William Pattison, Lieutenant-Com-

missary.
7 James M‘Gowan, 18 July, to P. L. Lafitte.
§.—James M‘Gowan, 19 July, to William Pattison.
9.—William Pattison, 16 July, to the Honorable John Jeremie.
10.—Castries Jail Report, dated 7 August, 1826.

 

CORRESPONDENCE.

Monsieur, Castries, 8th Juillet 1826.
J’ai VPhonneur de vous informer que I’attelier de habitation Union, malgré

lexactitude qu’on a eu de remplir les formalités que la lois nous ordonne
envers eux, et aprés leur avoir donné la journée de Jeudi entiére outre leur
morne ordinaire de Sallée, 5 aunes et 4 de colette, une casaque, un chapeau,
deux couteilles de rum chaq’un, ont refusé de travailler aujourd’hui Samedi,
8th Juillet 1826, & l'exception des Esclaves ci-dessus denominés Jean, Philippe,
Benjamen, Baptiste, André, Seveille, Albion, Mark, Bacchus, Jim, Gaspard,
Charle, Francois, Elisé, Pitter, Joseph, Gill, Lorette.
En consequence j’ai 'honneur de vous prie Monsieur Le Commissaire, de

m'instruire sur les démarches que je dois prendre pour remettre le bon Ordre
sur l’habitation.

J’ai Phonneur, &c.
(Signé) JOHN LLOYD.

Je declare que le fait ¢i-dessus est veritable.
(Signé) L. DELOMEL.

Je declare le fait veritable.
(Signé) L. LERICHE.

A Monsieur Mons. Le Commissaire du Qudtier de Castries,
Ile St. Lucie.

 

Monsieur LE Procureur GENERAL, Castries, le 9th Juillet 1826.
Je regrette d’avoir & vous informer de l’insubordination qui s’est manifestée

hier d’une maniére presque générale dans lattelier de habitation Union;
4 Fexception de quatorze ou quinze negres males, tous ont refusé de travailler.

Cette désobéissance est d'autant plus repréhensible, que d’aprés les ren-
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seignemens qui me sont parvenus, cet attelier est traité ponctuellement con.
formement aux réglements, et que cette derniére semaine, la revolte étant
finie, il lui a été accordé en autre de la morne qu’on a coutume de donner.
toute la journée de Jeudi, comme gratification ; on A aussi distribué ce méme
jour, A tous ces esclaves, 5 aunes et 3 de colette, une casaque, un chapeau,
et deux bouteilles de rum.

L’esprit qui domine dans cet attelier, Monsieur le Procureur Général, est
le méme, je crois, qui régne également sur beaucoup d'autres, en consequence,
je crois, qu'il est urgent d’employer un moyen coércitif pour arréter ce désordre,
et les consequences qui peuvent en resulter.

Je serai donc d’avis de requérir un détachement d’une trentaine d’hommes
de milice, pour les faire rendre demain 4 PUnion,a fin de faire arréter les chefs de
Yinsubordination, et en faire un exemple. Comme cette événement est dune
grande importance, quoiqu’il n’y aie pas de tems a perdre, j’attends votre réponse,

Je n’en ai pas besoin de vous observer que dans le cas que vous approuviez
la proposition que je vous fais de requérir un détachement de milice, gon
Excellence doit en étre prévenue.

J’ai Phonneur, &c.
(Signé) LAFITTE.
 

EXTRACT.
My pear Sir, Castries, Sunday.

I transmit herewith a letter which I have just received from Mr. Lafitte
respecting the Union Negroes, as 1 am informed by Mr. M‘Gowan, that the
people are all at home and are perfectly quiet at present, I have recommended
an investigation of the affair to be deferred until your return on Thursday,
Mr. Mallett is unwell, &c.

(Signed) L. MUTER,
To the Hon. John Jeremie, &c. &c.

 

Sir, Union Estate, 12th July 1826.
I regret exceedingly the delay that has intervened in redressing the

complaint that was made by the attorney of this property on Saturday last, con-
cerning the insubordination of the Negroes (although I am well aware of, and
duly appreciate, the motives that caused that delay), as the Negroes appear now
to think they may act in any manner they please with impunity. They no
longer pay the least attention to the remonstrances of myself or the overseers,
nor do they regard the blowing the shell that warns them to turn out to work,
but arrive at what hour and in what manner they think fit; and when in the
field they do not perform one half of the work they ought, and have been accus-
tomed to perform, and what they do is done ina careless and slovefily manner.

I hope, Sir, after what I have stated, you will see the necessity of acting with
all the promptitude possible, in order to establish order upon the property.

I remain, &c.
(Signed) JAMES M‘GOWAN.

To P. L. Lafitte, Esq. Commissary Commandant, Castries.

 

Castries, le 15th Juillet 1826.
Monsieur LE CommissaIRE ComMMANDANT,

Monsieur le Procureur Général m’a mis entre mains votre lettre au sujet de
Phabitation l'Union.

Votre opinion sur Vinsubordination des atteliers me parait extrémement
éronée. Je sais, non sur le rapport d’autrui, mais par ce que j’ai vu depuis
huit jours, que jamais les esclaves n’ont été plus obédissans, ni les maitres
généralement plus contens.

J'apprends que le Sieur Lloyd vous a presenté une plainte par écrit qu'il eut
convenu que vous eussiez transmise avec votre rapport, et que vous aurez le
cotite de me transmettre directement au plus tét, et méme dans les circonstances
actuelles je vous prie de veiller 4 ce que tous les rapports pareils, que vous
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uviez avoir a faire sur l'état des esclaves, soient accompagnés d’une plainte
signée du Propriétaire, ou de son fondé de Pouvoirs,

Il est impossible de me decider sur les mésures 4 prendre, soit en m’addres-
sant 2 Monsieur le Governeur, soit par le moyen des Tribuneaux, que je ne
sache distinctement de quoi on se plaint; mais je ne puis pour un instant
laisser entretenir Pidée qu'il y ait le moindre motif pour requérir la force
armée.

J’ai 'honneur, &e.
(Signé) JOHN JEREMIE.

 

Monsieur LE Premier PRESIDENT, Castries, le 15th Juillet 1826.

D'aprés la lettre que vous m’avez fait ’honneur de m’écrire ce jour, je joints
ici la plainte de Monsieur Lloyd, et le rapport subséquent du Géreur de l'habi-
tation PUnion; ce matin on m’en a fait un verbal semblable au dernier.

J'ai cru lors de mon premiére rapport 4 Monsieur le Procureur Général, qu'il

étoit convenable de rétablir l’ordre, dans cet attelier, puisqu’a l'exception des

ouvriers, &c. ; tous les Negres étoient désobéissants, et que la plainte 4 toutes

les signatures qui peuvent garantir la veracité des faits.

Si lesprit qui domine dans Vattelier de !Union n’est pas le méme d’insubor-

dination qui se montre sur d’autres atteliers, je suis induit en erreur, et je puis

assurer que je n’ai pas entretenu du tout, Monsieur le Procureur Général, de mon
opinion, mais bien de celle d’habitans respectables de plusieurs quartiers il y

a, sans doute, des exceptions 4 faire; mais ce moment montre sesdifficultés.
J’ai Phonneur, &c.

(Signé) LAFITTE.
Partant pour la soufritre je vais en prevenir Mr. Pattison, pour qu'il veuille

bien se charger du service.
 

Sir, Sunday, July 16, 1826.

I last evening received a complaint from Mr. Lloyd, Attorney to the Union

Estate, respecting the insubordination of the Union Negroes, upon which I

should have wished to obtain the Governor’s sanction; but feeling rather too

unwell, I have now to observe, that it does not appear Mr. Lloyd has gone

down to the estate himself and tried the effects of those punishments which he

is authorized to inflict under the 38th, 39th, 40th, 41st, and 122d sections of

the new Slave Law; and until he has done so, or attempted, of course cau-

tiously to do so, I can see no reason for the interference of Government, and

can recommend no such measure as that called for by the Commissary, and al-

luded to distantly by this gentleman.
I beg you will be pleased to forward a copy of this letter to Mr. Lloyd.

&e. Ke. Ke.
(Signed) J. JEREMIE, F. President.

To Wm, Pattison, Esq., Lieut. Commissary.

 

Sir, Castries, 16th July 1826.

Conformably to the directions of the First President, I beg leave to

enclose a copy of his letter on the subject of your complaint respecting the in-

subordination of the Negroes on the Union Estate; the tenor of which you

will please observe for your Government, under the circumstances in which you

are placed.
I have, &c.

. (Signed) WM. PATTISON,Lieut. Commissary.

To John Lloyd, Esq., Attorney to Union Estate.

 

Sir, Castries, 17th July 1826.

I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your favour of yesterday, enclosing

the copy of a letter from the first President of the same date, and, having duly
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noted the contents, in reply beg leave to state, that since the meeting of the
Union Negroes, which took place on the 7th current, I have been upon the
property repeatedly, and remained there a considerable length of time at each
visit; but do not find that more deference is paid to my commands than those
of the manager and overseers. In fact, in the whole of last week theNeproes
have not done the work that was formerly performed in three days, and theystill continue in a state of insubordination. We have no means of solitary con.
finement upon the estate at present; but handcuffs, stocks, and such Means as
we are in possession of have been made use of, and I regret to say without ef.
fect; and as the women are the principal aggressors, the object of this js to
beg that you will authorize us to make use of corporal punishment, in con.
formity with the 40th article of the Slave Code, to the extent which it may ap-
pear prudent to you, on about six or eight of the principal ringleaders, by way
of example to the others; and further, that we may be permitted to oblige that
portion of the gang which refused to obey orders on the 7th current, to work
for two weeks successively, without allowing ther one day in the week, ag ig
customary. ,

Awaiting your reply, I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN LLOYD,

Attorney to the Union Estate,Wm. Pattison, Esq., Lieut. Commissary.

 

Sir, Union Estate, July 19th 1826,
1 am sorry to be obliged again to trouble you, but the Negro woman named

Marie Rose, after receiving fifteen coups de martinet, which is 10 less than
you authorized me to give her (which ten I took off on her solemn protesta-
tions of behaving better in future), has again absconded. This shows a deter-
mination on her part to set all subordination at defiance, and which, ifallowed,
anarchy and confusion must be the consequence.

I remain, &c.
— (Signed) JAMES M‘GOWAN.
To Wm. Pattison, Esq., Lieut. Commissary.

 

Sir, Union Estate, 18th July 1826.
I am sorry to have to inform you that Lafortune is again runaway. He

went down to town on Sunday 8th instant without a permit, and has not been
heard of since. Idelayed giving you in his name in hopes he might have
surrendered himself.
The Negroe woman, Marie Rose, has got into a practice for some time past

of turning out in the morning, at from seven to half-past seven o’clock; after
being repeatedly warned to turn out at an earlier hour (to which she neverpaid
the least attention), I put her into the handcuffs for an hour anda half to day—
she has not turned out with the other Negroes this afternoon, I consequently
announce her to you as absent without leave.* I suspect her to be at the head
of all the disorders that have happened latterly upon the estate.
The reasons she gives for her turning out so late are, that her mother is sick,

which, when I ordered her mother into the hospital to be taken care of, she, her
mother, refused and said she was not sick; the second is, that she has got a
child which is nearly four years old. Whether these reasons authorise her to
turn out when she pleases, and laugh at my orders I leave you to judge.

' Tam, &c.
(Signed) JAMES M‘GOWAN.

* This letter should have preceded the other; it was on the occasion here mentioned that she
complained to the Protector General, and preferred the charge which she has since substantiated.
17th August 1896. J. J.
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Mr. John Lloyd was then examined (but not sworn) as follows:

Mr. JOHN LLOYD—examined.

Q.—Did you come upon the estate previous to signing the letter of 8th July
in consequence of any complaint of disorder ?

A.—lIt was at the suggestion of Mr. Lafitte, who wished to have a letter

addressed to him by me, and attested by the manager and overseers.
Q.—Was the first complaint verbally made to Mr. Lafitte?
A.—Yes.
—Was that verbal complaint founded upon a letter from Mr. M‘Gowan

to Mr. Lloyd?
A.—To the best of my recollection I received a verbal message, through Mr.

Delomel the overseer, from Mr. M‘Gowan.
Q.—You acknowledge this letter dated 17th July ?
A.—Yes.
_—lIs there an error in the date of the meeting, stated in the latter letter to

be the 7th July instead of the Sth?
A.—Yes: it is the same meeting in both.
.—Do you confirm the statement in that letter that you had been on the

property repeatedly since the meeting of the 8th?
A.—Yes. I came up on the Saturday, remained the Sunday, and came up

on the Tuesday and Thursday.
Q.—Have you a copy of the Slave Law?
A.—Yes.
Q.—Did you, on either of the occasions mentioned in the last answer but

one, order the punishment of 25 lashes, provided by the 38th Section of the

Slave Law, or any other punishment, to be inflicted on any of the Slaves, male

or female, who were pointed out to you as ringleaders.
A.—I did not; as I conceived the evil to originate with the women, whom

I could not flog without an order from the Commissary.
_—Did you order any of the punishments provided by the 40th and 41st

sections of that Law, in lieu of flogging, to be inflicted upon any of the females

who had participated in the disorder, or whom you considered as having

caused it
A.—For that particular crime, no. As we had no means of solitary confine-

ment on the estate, and the stocks and handcuffs, and the other means in our

power, I did not consider sufficiently severe for the offence.

Q.—By the clause “ we have no means of solitary confinement on the estate, Letter, 17th Juty.

and the stocks and handcuffs, and the other means in our power,” did you al- a3

lude to having used them in the case stated in your letter of 8th July, or to any

other case ?
A.—I refer to cases which had taken place between the 8th and 17th July,

but not to the case referred to on 8th July, in my letter of 8th July. AndI

shall add, as another reason for not inflicting any punishment in that instance,

that, having preferred a complaint, I waited for a definitive answer from those

to whom I had preferred it.
(Signed) JOHN LLOYD.

JAMES MACFARLANE.
JOHN JEREMIE.
J. M. STEPHENS.
H. DE BERNARD.

 

Mr. JAMES MGOWAN examined (but not sworn).

Q.—Is that your signature to the letter of 8th July?
A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you understand French sufficiently to have a correct knowledge of

the contents of the letter, bearing your signature among others, dated 8th July?

A.—Yes,
Q.—How many years have you been manager upon the Union Estate?
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A.—Six years, the 14th of this month.
Q.—The letter of the 8th July refers to some disorder which had taken

place on that day, and to which you bear evidence. I shall request you to
state the whole of the circumstances attending that case, as they came to your
knowledge?
A.—I ordered the Negroes to go to work on that day, and they refused (the

greatest part of them), although they had had the Thursday preceding to work
for themselves,
Q.—Did any thing else take place?
A.—Nothing.
Q.—Was Mr. Lloyd on the estate at the time the disorder tookplace?
A.—No; though he came up in the evening.
Q.—Did you send to inform him of the circumstance ?
A.—Yes; I sent a verbal message through Mr. Delomel, one of the over.

seers, being myself unwell, and consequently unable to write.
Q.—Did the gang behave riotously or tumultuously?

_ A.—No; not on that day.
Q.—Did they afterwards? state what they did, and when.
A.—They turned out as they pleased, and when they pleased, without any

kind of regularity.
Q.—Did they, in your presence, make use of any threats? or has it come to

your knowledge that they had made use of threats?
A.—No; not of threats; but I am informed that they made use of abusive

language both to the overseers and the drivers.
Q.—Have they ever used abusive language in your hearing, to any body in

authority over them, either on 8th July or since?
A.—I have heard them talk in a manner which did not become them to the

overseers. I cannot tell what they said, but I have heard them speak very loud
and in a very unbecoming manner.
Q.—Be pleased to name those of the gang whom you consider to have been

ringleaders in the disorder of 8th July.
A.—I have no proof, but I believe that three tradesmen, Bob, Cog,Quashy,

together with Jacob and Rog, amongst the men; and amongst the women,
Marie Rose, Marie Soufriére, and Cicile Soufriére. I was informed by one of
the drivers, named Dick, that Marie Rose, seeing one of the women, Fanny,
going to the field, had led her away.
Q.—Is the Marie Rose, of whom you complain, the individual who was

brought up this morning from the town jail, as having preferred a complaint?
A.—Yes; the same.
Q.—Did you notice these names, or any of them, to Mr.Lloyd?
A.—I am not positive that I did, but I think I have.
Q.—What reason did the gang give for refusing to turn out on the SthJuly?
A.—They gave me no reason.
Q.—Do you know of their having given any reason to the overseers or any

other persons concerned in the management?
A.—No; I have heard from some of the Negroes that it was not the Thurs-

day that was allowed them, but the Saturday, and that they would have the
Saturday.
Q.—Can you be positive whether you heard this language from any of those

pointed out as ringleaders?
A.—No; nor can I point out those who held this language. I merely heard

it as a rumour among them.
Q.—Have you any fixed rule on this estate as to the day of the week usually

allowed to the Negroes?
A.—No; there is no fixed rule, but it is generally the Thursday.
Q.—Was your crop over at the time?
A.—Yes; it was finished that week.
Q.—On what day was it finished ?
A.—On the Wednesday.
Q.—lIs it not customary in this Island to give the Negroes a day to themselves

at the conclusion of the crop? and has such been the custom on this estate
since you have held the management?
A.—Always; but not another day in the same week. It was my intention
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only to have worked them half the day on the Saturday on which they refused

to turn out?
_—Was it customary on this estate, formerly, to give them a day in the

week, or part of a day?
A.—It was sometimes done.
_—How did the gang behave from the 8th July to the 19th ? and how have

they behaved since?
A.—They behaved very ill from the Sth to the 19th July. But they have

behaved much better since.
—Did you take any measures on the 8th July to suppress the disorder?

‘A.—I could take none, as the Negroes immediately went off to their grounds,

and I was unwell myself.
Q.—Did the gang return in the evening?
A.—Yes.
_—Have you since taken any measures in consequence of that disorder?

A.—Having written to the Commissary of the Quarter, I did not think my-

self warranted in taking any measures upon my own authority.
(Signed) JAMES M‘GOWAN.

JAMES MACFARLANE.
JOHN JEREMIE.
H. DE BERNARD.
J. M. STEPHENS.

 

M. LOUIS ELIENNE DELOMEL, agé de 19, ans, econome sur Cha-

bitation [' Union ayant été diment assermenté a deposé comme suit.

Q.—Etiez-vous ici le 8 Juillet dernier?
R.—Oui.
—Est-ce 1A votre signature (la lettre du 8 Juillet lui ayant été exhibée) ?

Oui.
Q.—En connoissez-vous la contenue ?
R.—Oui—c’est moi-méme qui I’a écrite.
_—Dites-nous ce qui s’est passé ce jour-la quant aux désordres dont s’est

plaint Mr. Lloyd.
R.—Lorsque nous avons fini la recolte, Mr. McGowana fait distribuer aux

negres les articles mentionnés dans la lettre du 8 Juillet, et leur a donné aussi la

journée de Jeudi toute entitre. Le Vendredi nous avons été au travail. Le

Samedi je fus avec le Commandeur au jardin, et je fus trés étonné de ne voir

venir au travail aucun negre que ceux mentionnés dans la dite lettre, et

dapprendre qu’ils étoient dans leur propres jardins. J’en fis mon rapport a

Mr. McGowan, qui m’a envoyé en ville en informer Mr. Lloyd. Ce dernier m’a

envoyé faire ma declaration & Mons* Lafitte Le Commissaire Commandant,

sans me donner de lettre. Alors Monst. Lafitte m’a dit que le fait étoit trés

grave, et qu'il lui falloit une plaint par écrit de Mr. Lloyd. Ces paroles m’ont

été dites en presence de Mons". Laforque.
Q.—Le 8, lorsque vous fites envoyé par Mr. McGowan vers Mr. Lloyd

dattelier, s’est-il conduit tumultueusement? avoit-il attaqué, ou insulté, ou

menacé, soit le Gereur, ou aucune autre personne ayant autorité sur eux ?

R.—Non pas de ma connoissance; le Lundi ou Mardi ensuite, apres la

priére, je sais seulement que Yattelier a porté plainte contre moi aMr.

M’Gowan, disant que c’étoit moi qui leur avois dit quils avoient dit av

Samedi ce que je n’avois point fait.—Ainsi qu'il fut alors prouvé, par la

bouche des temoins, qu’ils avoient eux-mémes nommés.

Q.—Quelle est la conduite presente de lattelier ? ;

R.—Elle pourroit étre meilleure.—Ils_ ne travaillent pas autant qu’ils pour-

roient le faire. i.

Q.—Avez-vous jamais été éconéme sur aucune autre habitation ?

R.—Oui ; sur habitation l'Union de Praslin.
(Signé) JOHN JEREMIE,

H. D. BERNARD.
J. M. STEPHENS.
LOUS. STEPHEN DELOMEL.
JAMES MACFARLANE.
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Mr. Louis Leriche agé de 24 ans, éconéme sur l'habitation l'Union, ayant été
diment assermenté, a deposé comme suit. ; ;

Q.—Est-ce-l4 votre signature ? (la lettre du 8 Juillet lui ayant été exhibé)
R.—Oui.
Q.—Connoissez-vouz le sujet de cette lettre?
R.—Oui, parfaitement, et je confirme tout ce que s'y trouve.
Q.—II_ y est parlé du refus des negres de travailler le dit jour Samedi 8

Juillet. Rapportez-nous tout ce qui s’est passé & ce sujet qui soit venu a votre
connoissance ?
R.—Le Jeudi ils ont regu ce qui est porté dans cette lettre. Le Vendredi ils

ont travaillé mais trés lentement. Le Samedi Mr. MeGowan avoit donné ordre
d’aller travailler au jardin; loin d’obéir ils furent travailler dans leur propres
Jardins, 4 l’exception de ceux qui sont nommés dans la lettre. II faut adjouter
que je suis chargé des Batimens; l’autre écondéme pourroit mieux dire ce qui
s'est passé au jardin.
Q.—Savez-vous de vous-méme si les negres, qui furent travailler dans leurs

Jardins, avoient recu lordre de se rendre au jardin ?
R.—Mr. M°Gowan donne ses ordres au Commandeur; c’est ce dernier qui

pourroit dire si Vattelier les avoi. eus de lui; Pautre écondme doit Je savoir
aussi.
Q.—Avez-vous vu aucun rassemblement tumultueux, ou entendu aucun

propos menacant ou injurieux de lattelier envers les personnes preposées en
autorité sur eux ce jour-la ?
R.—Non.

(Signé) JOHN JEREMIE,
H. D. BERNARD,
J. M. STEPHENS,
LOUIS LERICHE,
JAMES MACPHARLANE.

M. Delomel premier temoin ayant été rappelé deposa comme suit.
Q.—Vous avez declaré que vous fites fort surpris de voir plusieurs des

negres partir pour leurs propres jardins au lieu de se rendre au travail dy
jardin. Plaira-t-il nous dire @ qu’elle heure Mr. McGowan avoit donné lordre
de se rendre le Samedi matin au jardin?
R.—Il l’avoit donné Le Vendredi soir, suivant son usage, au Commandeur

qui me l’avoit communiqué.
.—L’Aviez-vous-méme communiqué & Pattelier?
.—Oui; comme cela se fait toujours. Le Commandeur en mapresence

leur avoit dit que demain ils devoient se rendre A tel travail.
(Signé) JOHN JEREMIE,

H. DE BERNARD,
J. M. STEPHENS,
LOUIS STEPHEN DELOMEL,
JAMES MACPHARLANE.

Monsieur Joseph Eugine, chévalier, agé de 36 ans, médecin, ayant été
dament assermenté, deposa comme suit. .
Q.—Etes vous le médecin chargé des soins de PH™, I'Union?
R.—Oui.
Q.—D'aprés le rapport du Géolier de Castries en date7 courant, diment visé

par Mr. Le Prot. du Roi, il paroit qu’une negresse nommée Adelaide, apparte-
nante acette habitation, et qui y avoit été envoyée le 31 Juillet pour protection,
est morte le 7 courant ;—Pouvez-vous nous donner quelques renseignemens, soit
sur la maladie ou la mort de cette negresse?
R.—Je ne puis vous donner aucun renseignement ni sur sa derniére maladie

ni sur sa mort. Mais au commencement du Juillet elle a été mise i Phdpital
sous mes soins, étant attaquée alors d’une fiévre intermittente, qui lui fut coupée
vers le 27, ou 28, et elle fut mise alors hors de Phépital.
Q.—Est-ce par vos ordres qu'elle a été mise hors de Phépital ?
R.—Oui, par mes ordres.
Q.—Devons-nous entendre qu’ayant été mise par vos ordres hors de
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lhdpital vous la consideriez assez bien portante pour se rendre a ses occupa-

tions ordinaires ¢
R.—Oui, et méme depuis 8 jours elle n’avoit plus de fiévre.

_—L’avez-vous vue depuis ?

R.—Non.
.

Q.—Aviez-vous donné aucun ordre soit 4 Mr. McGowan, ou a toute autre

personne de prendre un soin particulier d’elle?

R.—Non. Jen’en voyois point la necessité.
(Signé) JOHN JEREMIE,

H. DE BERNARD,
J. M. STEPHENS,
CHEVALIER, M. D.
JAMES MACPHARLANE.

On the question being put to Mr. Lloyd, whether he was aware of the na-

ture of the application afterwards made on his complaint by Mr. Lafitte to the

Procureur General, he answered, that he had not the most distant idea that any

application of the sort had been made.
(Signed) JOHN JEREMIE.

H. DE BERNARD.
J. M. STEPHENS.
JOHN LLOYD.
JAMES MACFARLANE.

Mr. James M‘Gowan re-examined.

Q.—Have you an hospital on the Estate?

A.—Yes.

(Signed) JOHN JEREMIE.
H. DE BERNARD.
J. M. STEPHEN.
JOHN LLOYD.

. JAMES MACFARLANE,
JAMES M:GOWAN.

Marie Rose having been called in, and asked what cause of complaint she

had against the manager of the estate, she stated, that she had not gone out

at the usual hour, in consequence of its being necessary for her to take care

of a small child of hers, and of her mother, who is too old and decrepid to

take care of herself; that she had in consequence been handcuffed, then

placed with her hands over her head, the handcuffs resting on a nail, which

was still in the same place, her feet being tied also. Being asked whether her

heels touched the ground, she stated that her heels were considerably elevated,

whereupon the Commission ordered the child and the mother to be brought

in before them. ‘The child appeared to be about four years of age, and in

perfect health; the mother exceedingly infirm, and apparently worn out with

age.
Mr. M:Gowan having been called in, and being asked, first, whether there

was a nursery woman charged with the care of the children on the estate, he

answered, yes; and the nursery, with the nursery woman and children, were

afterwards pointed out, the whole being perfectly clean, and in good order.

He was then asked, whether there was a person on the estate charged with the

care of the old and decrepid? He answered, there was not, but that he did not

require the complainant, Marie Rose, to join the gang before sun-rise, allowing

her from day-break to sun-rise to prepare her mother’s breakfast,and take care

of her. He was asked, when this arrangement was made by him? He an-

swered, that he had definitively made it on 19th July, but that he had allowed

her this indulgence for a considerable time before. He was then questioned

as to the punishment. He answered, that the statement of MarieRose, as to

her having been handcuffed, tied by the feet, and afterwards placed in the

position by her stated, was in part correct, but that both her heels rested on

the ground. He admitted also, that the nail was still in its original place.

This latter fact being confirmed by both parties, the Commission thought it

531



532

152 ST. LUCIA.

their duty, with a view of ascertaining precisely the position in which sheWas
placed, to order that she should now, in their presence, be tied up in the same
way; and Mr. Delomel, overseer, who had tied her up the first time, was
directed to place her precisely in the same position. This was done in the
presence of Mr. Lloyd and the Commission, when it appeared that her heels
were considerably elevated above the ground, and that her whole weight rested
either upon the handcuffs or upon the toes. Marie Rose stated, that she had
been from twelve o’clock to two in that position. Mr. M‘Gowan, from an hour
and a quarter to an hour and a half.—Mr. M‘Gowan having been called in, and
the preceding statement read to him, he requested to be allowed to make the
following observation, which was acceded to: He observed, that although she
was tied by his order, he had not gone down to see it done, but that Mr.
Delomel, the overseer, charged with inflicting the punishment, had reported
to him that her heels did touch the ground. In consequence of the above ob
servation, it was proposed by the President, with the sanction of theMembers,
that Mr. M‘Gowan, if he supposed there had been any trick or deception
practised by Marie Rose at the trial, which had taken place in this presence,
should himself order her to be tied up immediately anew, taking any precau-
tion which he might point out to prevent his being deceived. Mr. M‘Gowan
declared that he left it entirely to the Commission, and that he did not desire
another trial. Mr. Lloyd having been asked if this punishment had been in-
flicted with his privity, answered, that he was sick in Castries, and that he
never knew any thing of it till Marie Rose was in jail.
Q.—Whether any complaint had been made to Mr. Lloyd with respect to

this punishment by any body on the estate?
A.—Never.
Q.—Did Marie Rose, before she went to the Procureur General, apply to

you for redress?
A.—No, she did not, nor had I seen her on the subject; and I mustbeg

leave to add, that it has been a very painful circumstance to me, that for some
months back the negroes never came near me to complain, and that I never
knew what had taken place till they were actually in jail, having preferred their
complaints to thepublic officers.

Marie Rose having been called in, and asked if she had given Mr. Lloyd any
intimation of the punishment to which she had been exposed previously to ap-
plying to the public officers? She answered no.

(Signed) JOHN JEREMIE.
H. DE BERNARD.
J. M. STEPHENS.
JOHN LLOYD.
JAMES M‘GOWAN.
JAMES MACFARLANE.

 

The Complaint of Emélie.

SHEstated, that having a blister applied to her back, and havingasore foot,
she was, notwithstanding, ordered into the field, when, considering herself ill-
used, she went and complained to the Procureur du Roi. Being asked at what
hour she left the estate, she answered at the breakfast hour (about nine), and
she arrived at Castries at mid-day (noon).
Mr. M‘Gowan called up and examined, stated, that the negress Emelie had

hada blister about a month ago, and three others blistered at the same time
had long ago been at work in the field. Mr. M‘Gowan seeing her always in
the same position in the hospital, had ordered her to take her hoe and clean
the grass and weeds from about the door, when she went away, and he had not
seen her since.
Having been questioned as to how long she had remained at work before

she carried her complaint to town, she answered that she had not worked at all.
Joseph, who also had been sent to jail, has no complaint to prefer.

(Signed) JOHN JEREMIE.
H. DE BERNARD.
J. M. STEPHENS.
JAMES MACFARLANE.
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The foregoing is a true copy of the proceedings of the commission at the
Union Estate on the tenth day of August, one thousand eight hundred and

twenty-six.
(Signed) JAMES MACFARLANE, Clerk.

 

No. 3.

Sir, Downing Street, 16th October 1826.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 15th of August, and I approve of

the measure which you had adopted, of having the several estates in the Island

visited by a Commission. I observe, by the enclosures of your despatch,
that women are considered to be subject to corporal punishment under the
existing laws of St. Lucia if that punishment be authorised by a Commissary.
I find, that, by the Slave Ordinance which was drawn up by Mr. Jeremie, the
punishment of the whip was forbidden to be inflicted, “ by order of the master,”
upon females above twelve years of age, but I do not, in that ordinance, meet
with any article such as that referred to in Mr. Lloyd’s letter to Mr. Pattison,

of the 17th of July last; and I have to request, therefore, that you will desire
Mr. Jeremie to report for my information, what is the state of the law in regard

to the infliction of corporal punishment upon female Slaves by any other
authority than that of the master, and whether the law, whatever it be, is

equally applicable to free women. You will inform me, in due time, what pro-

ceedings have been taken against the manager named M‘Gowan, recommended
to be prosecuted for a cruel and illegal punishment, and what has been the

issue; and you will also report the issue of the investigation which was to be
made into the treatment of the Negro woman Adelaide in prison.

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Major-General Mainwaring.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 4.

Government Pavilion, St. Lucia,
My Lop, 20th December 1826.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s letter of 16th October ultimo, I have the
honour to transmit a letter from his Honour the First President, giving the

required explanation as to the state of the present Law in regard to the inflic-
tion of corporal punishment upon female Slaves, and which, I trust, will be

considered satisfactory. At the same time I beg to assure your Lordship that
the Commissary Commandants who have the power of summarily deciding on
offences committed against the Law by Slaves, and consequently are authorized
to order the infliction of legal corporal punishment, or one month’s imprison-
ment and hard labour on the plantation, are men of the highest character, in

general fathers of families, and respected by all classes in their districts ; and I
feel the truest gratification in stating that since the promulgation of the Law I
have never had a single cause of complaint, or even a murmur against their de-
cisions.

In regard to the negro woman Adelaide I regret to say that she died in the
sick ward of the prison at Castries before any investigation into the treatment

she complained of could be made ; but I am warranted, from the reports of the
two medical gentlemen who attended her, in saying, that her decease was occa-

sioned solely by her own act of imprudence.
McGowan, the manager, was tried by the Court of Senechaussee, found guilty,

and sentenced to pay a fine of fifty pounds, but the Procureur General, not
considering the punishment at all adequate to the offence, has very properly ap-
pealed, and the affair will be taken cognizance of at the ensuing Session inJa-

nuary, the result of which I shall not fail in communicating to your Lordship.
I have, &c.
(Signed) J. MAINWARING,

Major-General Governor.
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&e. &e. &e.
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Sir, 20th December 1826,

I HAVE the honour to forward the following Report upon the present state
of the Law in regard to the infliction of the punishment by flogging upon fe.
male Slaves.
The sections of the Slave Law bearing upon this subject are the 40th and

g6th. By the first the punishment is never to be inflicted except in execution
of a sentence of a Court, or of an order from the Procureur du Roi, or Com-
missary Commandant; and by the latter, Commissaries Commandant are
allowed “ to decide summarily, and without an appeal, upon all misdemeanors
committed by Slaves, where the punishment by Law awarded does not exceed
forty lashes, or one month’s imprisonment and hard labour on the plantation.”
This necessarily implies inquiry and investigation, therefore Mr. Lloyd was
not warranted in applying for permission to punish five or six females without
examination, without any specific charge, without even naming the offenders,
and accordingly his application to this effect remained unnoticed.
The Commissary Commandant is the Governor's representative in the dis.

trict. He is chosen annually by the Governor in Council, by virtue of an Ordi-
nance passed in July 1825, which I recommended, that Government might be
enabled to nominate the fittest persons, and occasionally to re-consider their
choice, and remove those who were not found fully competent to the discharge
of the duties of this office. His powers are regulated as regards free persons
by the Order of March last, and as concerns Slaves by the sections above men-
tioned. It follows that a Commissary Commandant can inflict the punishment
of the whip upon a Slave, but not on a free person, male or female; so that,
though the punishment of flogging 1s recognized by Law with reference to all
classes, and both sexes, to inflict it on a free person requires the sanction of a
higher tribunal, of the Court of First Instance, or Royal Court. The punish-
ment is the same, the mode of trial different.

In short, the Law upon this head now stands, with reference to female
Slaves, as it did in England anteriorly to 32d Geo. 3, cap. 45, when a Justice
of the Peace could, under the 17th Geo. 2d, cap. 5, sec. 7, order females to be
flogged as rogues, &c. (Comyn’s Digest,—Justices, B. 78) ; and with reference
to free females as it did anteriorly to 57 Geo. 3d, cap. 75); except that the
number of lashes is limited, and that they are in no case to be publicly
flogged.
The death of the woman named Adelaide appeared, on further investigation,

to have been caused by her having bathed in the sea in her way to town at a
time when she had not been twenty-four hours out of hospital. As soon as
she complained of illness she was visited by the Gaol Surgeon, and when the
Procureur du Roi was informed of her being worse, he sent expressly for ano-
ther medical attendant, the former not being then in town.

I have, &c.

(Signed) J. JEREMIE,

First President.
To his Excellency Major-General Mainwaring, Governor.
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No. 5. .

Sir, Downing-Street, February 21, 1827.

I HAVE received, and have laid before The King, the Act passed by |
yourself, with the advice of your Council, for improving the condition ofSlaves
in the island of St. Lucia, and I have received His Majesty’s commands to
make the following communication to you in reference to that Act:
The provisions respecting the office of Protector and Guardian of Slaves,

are avowedly defective, as compared with the corresponding provisions of the:
lew of Trinidad. These omissions appear to be all referable to the same
general cause, that is—the permanent union of the office of Protector with
that of Procureur-General ; this combination of offices may for the present
be convenient, and even necessary, but as it may at some future time be proper
to effect a separation of them, it is fit that this power should specially be:
reserved to His Majesty, and that the law should contain the rules, which, in
the event of such a separation, would be necessary for the regulation of the
office of Protector.

The prohibition of holding property in Slaves, does not appear to extend to
the case of mortgages on the said property, nor is the Protector, as the law 1s
at present framed, disqualified from acting as the Manager of a plantation,
oras the Trustee of Slaves for others. It will be necessary to supply this
omission and to render the acquisition of Slave property by the Protector a
jorfeiture of office. The payment of his salary must also be more depend-
ant upon proof being previously given of the due delivery of his returns,
and a specific penalty must be denounced against the offence of falsifying his
records by fraudulent entries or erasures.

Respecting the observance of Sunday, the Act contains no clause for the
abolition of markets on that day, and if I do not misapprehend the effect of
the Act, no penalty would follow the employment of Slaves to labour on
Sunday, unless proof could be given that they had been urged to work b
actual compulsion. In Trinidad the Slaves may be employed to labour on
Sunday without wages, when the object is to prevent irreparable injury to the
estate upon accidental emergencies: but they must receive wages if their
labour be required to meet those emergencies which may be termed habitual.
The Act of St. Lucia, reverses these rules. In Trinidad the actual payment of
the wages to the Slave is necessary to justify his employment on Sunday,
unless in the cases above excepted, a condition which the Act under con-
sideration does not impose.

In all these respects this Act, so far as it relates to the observance of
Sunday, and. particularly with respect to labour on that day, must be revised
and corrected.
With regard to the punishment of Slaves, it would appear that no interval

is required to elapse between the offence and the punishment, when the
offender is a female. The restrictions respecting’ punishments are not to
apply to those which are inflicted by the Commandants of Quarters; yet, as
they will probably be always planters, there is no sufficient cause for this
exemption in their case. Although the use of the whip in the field is for-
bidden, the prohibition is not extended to other similar instruments of
coercion or intimidation, and the Jaw would not be broken if the whip were
carried into any place except the field, or if a direct authority from the
Master for carrying it cannot be proved. The correction of females by
whipping under the domestic authority of the Master is permitted till the
age of twelve. It is, however, fit to adhere to the rule prescribed in Trinidad,
‘which has fixed the age of ten ycars for this purpose. Some provisions will
be necessary for preventing the substituted punishments of the stocks and
hand-cuffs from being converted into instruments of cruelty, and some person
should be present to witness the infliction of other punishments besides that
of whipping, at least long enough to ascertain that the punishment is not
inflicted in an illegal manner. The periodical returns of punishments should
specify the name of the person by whose authority the punishment was
inflicted, and provision should be made for the manner in which the Assistant
Protectors of Slaves are to make their own returns.
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It will be necessary that the law, so far as it relates to the subject of
punishment, should be amended in the several particulars which I have thus
noticed. -

Upon the subject of marriage, I observe, that the Proeureur General is to
decide on the sufficiency of all objections which may be made to the mar-
riage of Slaves, whercas, in Trinidad the marriage is always to be permitted,
unless it should be shewn that it would be injurious to the Slaves themselves,
{t is not expressly required by this Act that marriages are to be performed
gratuitously. In these respects the Act will require amendment.

In connection with the subject of the separation of families, I perceive a
Clause by which tenants and others, who have the temporary occupation of
an estate, are exempted from responsibility for the value of Slaves who may
die during their temporary enjoyment of it. This Clause is objectionable in
itself, and is still further open to objection, because it has no proper or
necessary connection with the general subjects of this Act. It will, there-
fore, be necessary that it should be omitted. _
The property of Slaves dying intestate and without heirs is given by this

Act not to the King, as in Trinidad, but to the Owner. It will be neces-
sary, in this respect, to revert to the provisions of the Trinidad Law.

Respecting evidence, there would seem to be some want of precision in the
Janguage of the enactment. They would seem to render slavery a positive
qualification for a witness, instead of declaring that it shall not operate asa
disqualification. This Act would enable a Slave to give evidence in his Mas-
ter’s favour, although he is preveuted from becoming a witness against him.
Upon this point it will be necessary to adopt the Law of Trinidad, which ap-
pears better adapted to ensure substantial justice.
The regulations contained in this Act, for the prevention of excessive labour,

require some further explanation: although I am fully persuaded that the ine
tention with which these Clauses were framed was humane and considerate,
yet the amount of labour which the law permits the Owner to exact would
appear to be much more than could be consistent with a due attention to the
health of the labourer. This is more especially the case with reference to night-
work, since, in addition to the labours of the day, it would seem that the Slave
might lawfully be employed on extraordinary occasions of forced crops, and
on all unforeseen occasions, for four entire nights, or for half of six nights,
during the week. His Majesty’s Government are unwilling to issue any
positive instructions upon a subject of this nature, without the advantage of
receiving the most ample explanations; but the propriety of these enact
ments must be fully explained before it will be in His Majesty’s power to
sanction them.

It would be desirable to have more information than has hitherto been
transmitted on the subjects of clothing and food. The catalogue of articles
of clothing with which the Slaves are to be supplied would seem to be very
defective. The regulations respecting food are expressed in language which
do not seem to carry into execution the intentions of the tramers of this Law,
as explained in the accompanying remarks of the First President of the
Royal Court. Some revision of the words of the Law on this head will be
desirable. .
The limitation of twelve months for the prosecution of all offences, scems

to include the case of murder and all other crimes of the most aggravated
nature. In those cases such a limitation would obviously be improper.

Such are the principal remarks which have occurred with reference to the
various provisions of this Act. The omissions to which I have adverted
might of course have been supplied by an Order of His Majesty in Council;
but His Majesty’s Government are unwilling to advise a course which might
seem to throw any suspicion upon the disposition of the Council of St.-
Lucia to carry His gracious intentions in favour of the Slave population
into full effect. Iam, therefore, to instruct you to lay this despatch before

the consideration of the subject,
in order that further enactments may be prepared for the amendment of this
Act in the various particulars to which I have adverted

It is His Majesty’s pleasure that, for the present, the Act which you have
transmitted shall have its operation in the island of St. Lucia, and you are
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authorized to promulgate and carry into immediate operation provisionally, ,

until His Majesty’s pleasure is known, any further Act which may be passed

in amendment of it. .

I have great satisfaction in signifying to you, in general, His Majesty’s
gtacious approbation of the manner in which this Act has been framed. It
reflects much credit, not only upon the Members of the Council, by whom

jts various provisions weré adopted, but upon the learned President of the

Royal Court, by whom those provisions appear to have been prepared. They

are obviously the result of much industry, directed by great ability and
learning. I have, &c.

Major- General Mainwaring. (Signed) BATHURST.

&c. &c. &c.

 

No. 6.

My Lorp, Pavilion, St. Lucia, April 30, 1827:

I HAVE the honour to enclose the draft of an Order in Council, by which

the Slave-law of the 8th February 1826, is amended in every particular, save

one, pointed out to me in your Lordship’s despatch, of 21st February
last: to the remarks subjoined at the request of the Council by Mr. Jeremie,

I shall, in confirmationofhis last observation, beg to add the fact, that though

I, together with that gentleman, naturally took an active part in these dis-

cussions, every resolution, save one, passed entirely by a majority among the
Members of Council, who are Slave-holders ; and I do venture to express the

hope that this feeling on the part of the Colonists may be met by a corres-

ponding feeling on the part of the anti-colonists at home, when I trust the
West India Question will be set at rest in a manner which I hope will be

satisfactory to your Lordship. I have, &c.
(Signed) J.M. MAINWARING,

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. Major-General, Governor.
Se. ' &e. &e.

ORDER IN COUNCIL.

WHEREBY several of the provisions contained in the Order of the 8th

February last, by which a new Slave-Law was established for the Island of
St. Lucia, are revised and amended.

(Signed) J. M. MAINWARING,
Major-General, Governor.

By His Excellency John Montagu Mainwaring, Major-General, com-

manding His Majesty’s Forces, Governor and Commander-in-Chief
in and over the Island of St. Lucia, and Vice-Admiral of the said

Island, &c. &e. &c.

HIS Majesty having been pleased, in expressing generally His gracious
approbation of the Orders in Council of the 8th February last, relative to

Slaves, to direct that certain parts of the enactments contained in the second

Order of the above date, whereby a new Slave-law was established for this

island should be revised and amended, and His Majesty having been also

pleased to authorize the Governor to promulgate and carry into immediate

operation provisionally, and until His Majesty’s further pleasure be known,

any further Act which might be passed in amendment of it.

And having submitted such His Majesty’s pleasure, as contained in a des-

patch from the Right Honourable the Earl Bathurst, of 21st February last,

to the consideration of His Majesty’s Privy Council in this island, J, John
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Montagu Mainwaring, Major-General commanding His Majesty’s Forces
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the island of St. Lucia, do now, by
and with the advice of the said Privy Council, and in virtue of the powers in
me vested, enact and ordain, and it 1s hereby enacted and ordained,

_ 1.—In addition to the provisions respecting the Protector, that nothing in
the ‘said Order in Council contained shall extend to prevent His Majesty
from disuniting the office of Protector of Slaves from the otfice ofProcureur-
General, and from appointing a distinct and separate officer to act as and.be
Protector of Slaves, in case His Majesty shall see fit ta do so.

_ 2.—And it is hereby further ordained, that the said Protector of Slaves
shall establish and keep an office in the town of Castries, and shall regularly
attend at such office on such days and during such hours of the day as the
Governor, or Officer administering the Government of the said colony, by any
general or special orders to be by him from time to time issued may appoint ;
and shall at such office, and not elsewhere, keep, deposit and preserve the
several records, books, papers and writings hereinafter directed to bekept
by him.
73 And it is further ordered, that the said Protector of Slaves shall not be

the owner or proprietor of any plantation situate within the said colony, or
of any Slave or Slaves employed or worked upon any plantation, or in any
kind of agriculture, and shall not have any share or interest in, or any mort~
gage or security upon, any such plantation, Slave or Slaves; and shall, and heis
hereby declared to be,incompetent to act as, or be the Manager, Overseer,
Agent, or Attorney of, for, or upon any plantation or estate within the said
colony, or to act as the Guardian, Trustee, or Executor of any person or
persons having or being entitled to any such plantation, or any Slave or Slaves;
and in case any such Protector ot Slaves within the said colony shall have,
acquire, hold, or possess, either in his own right, or in right of his wife, or
in trust for any other person or persons, any plantation situate within
the said colony, or any Slave or Slaves emptoyed or worked upon any planta-
tion, or in any kind of agriculture, or any share or interest in, or anymortgage
or security upon, any such plantation or Slave or Slaves, or shall act as Mana-
ger, Overseer, Agent, Attorney, Guardian, Trustee, or Executor as aforesaid,
he shall henceforth, defacto, cease to be such Protector of Slaves, and forteit
such his salary, and some other fit and proper person shall forthwith be
appointed to succeed to the said office.

Provided, nevertheless, that all acts which may be done by or by orderof any
~ such Protector of Slaves, after any such avoidance as aforesaid of such office,
and before the same shall, by public notice in the Gazette of the said colony
be declared void, shall be as valid and effectual in the law as ifno such avoid-
ance of office had occurred.
4.—And it is further ordered, that the said Protector of Slaves shall be

resident within the said colony, and shall not quit the same without a spe-
cial licence to be granted for that purpose by His Majesty, throughone of
His Principal Secretaries ot State, or by the Governor, or Officer administer-
ing the Government for the time being of the said colony; and no such
licence shall-be grantéd in any case by the Governor, or Officer administering
the Government for any time, exceeding three months, nor shall any such
licence be granted by any such Governor, or Officer administering the
Government as aforesaid, unless it shall be made to appear to him, on the
oath of some medical practitioner, that such absence is necessary for the re-
covery of the health of the said Protector of Slaves.
5.—And it is further ordered, that upon the death or resignation of the

said Protector of Slaves, or in the event of his sickness, or other bodily or
mental incapacity, or during his temporary absence trom the said colony, it
shall be lawful for the Governor, or Officer administering the Government, to
nominate and appoint some other fit and proper person to act as Protector, or
as the Deputy for the said Protector of Slaves, as the case may be, until His
Majesty’s pleasure shall be known; and the said Deputy shall receive such
allowance, to be deducted from and out of the salary of the said Protector of
Slaves, as the Governor, or Officer administering the Government for the time
being of the said colony, shall be pleased to appoint,
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Provided always, that the person to be appointed as. Deputy Protector.

shall, if in all other respects qualified for the office, be selected from those

who are neither Proprietors of Slaves, nor have any interest in Slave pro-

perty, unless it beimpossible to find a proper person not possessed of such

property, and willing to undertake the trust, and competent to the efficient

and faithful execution of it, whereby it may become absolutely necessary to
appoint one interested in Slave property, in which case it shall be the duty

of the Governor, or Officer administering the Government for the time

being, to transmit to His Majesty’s.Secretary of State a statement of the

eculiar circumstances justifying the departure from the general law.
Provided that the Protector of Slaves in the said colony shall at all times

erform his duty in person, and not by deputy, except in cases in which

the Governor, or Officer administering the Government of the said colony,

is hereinbefore authorised to appoint a deputy for that purpose. "

6.—And it is hereby ordered, that the said Protector or Deputy-Protector

of Slaves, shall have power to administer an oath in all matters relating to

the duties of his office; and all such authority, of what nature or kind

soever, as is now by law vested in the Commissaries Commandants of the

several districts of the colony, for the maintenance of the public peace and

ood order, shall be, and the same is hereby vested in the said Protector of

Slaves, to be by him exercised throughout each and every district of the said

colony.
7 And it is hereby further ordered, that all actions, suits, and prosecu-

tions, which may at any time hereafter be brought or commenced in any

Tribunal or Court of Justice within the said island, wherein any Slave may

be charged with aay offence punishable by death or transportation, or wherein

any question may arise as to the right of any alleged Slave to freedom, or

wherein any person may be charged with the murder of any Slave, or with

any offence against the person of a Slave, or wherein any question may arise

respecting the right of any Slave to property; then, in every such case, due

notice shall be given to the Protector and Guardian of Slaves of every such

action, suit, or prosecution; and the Protector and Guardian of Slaves:

shall, and is hereby required to attend the trial or hearing, and all other the

proceedings in every such action, suit, or prosecution, as the Protector of

such Slave, and on his or her behalf; or to retain Counsel to act therein in.

such manner as may be most conducive to the benefit and advantage of any

such Slave, as fully, but in such manner only, as Counsel could be allowed

to act if the said Slave were of free condition.

The 34th Clause of Demerara Order,* relative to the Protector’s salary,

and falsifying his records, is omitted by an oversight; it forms part of the

draft, and will be inserted in the copy that is to be promulgated.

§.—It is further ordered, that an Assistant Protector, or Procureur du

Roi’s Substitute, shall be appointed to reside at Vieux Fort or Southiére;

that he shall receive out of the colonial chest a salary of £100 sterling per

annum; that he shall be subject to all the disqualificatious and conditions

set forth in the 3d, 4th, and 5th Sections hereof; that he shall make oath

faithfully to execute and perform the duties of the office of Assistant Pro-

tector and Procureur du Roi’s Substitute to the best of his abilities, without

fear, favour, or partiality; that he shall possess the powers of the Protector

in his absence, and be aiding and assisting the said Protector in the execution

of the power committed to him; and for that purpose he shall obey and carry

into execution such lawful instructions as he may from time to time receive

from the said Protector, or from the Procureur-General, in relation to his office.

9.—And it is hereby ordered, that the 20th Section of the said Order in

Council, relating”to usufructuaries, tenante, and others, having the tempo-

rary enjoyments of estates, be, and it is hereby cancelled.

10.—And it is hereby ordered, until Sunday markets be utterly abolished,

that, from and after the 30th day of June next, Sunday markets throughout

the island shall be limited to the hour of eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and

that due warning shall be given, by the ringing of a bell at half-past ten, to

* Vide Papers of 1825, page £77.
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all persons to prepare to depart; and that, after the said hour of eleven, on
person or persons whatsoever shall shew forth, or expose for sale, any meat,
poultry, fruits, provisions, wares, merchandize, goods or effects, oa pain of
the-forteiture of the goods or effects so exposed.
And it is also ordered, that the Owners of all stores or shops kept open on

Sundays after the said hour of eleven, for the purpose of trade, shall forfeit
and pay £5 sterling.

Provided always that nothing herein contained shall extend to the prohibi-
tion of dressing or selling meat in inns or victualling houses, or to the sale of
fish, provided the same shall not take place during the hours set apart for
Divine Service.
11.—And in explanation of No. 22, to settle all doubts as to theproper

meaning and intention of the said Section, it is hereby declared that it is and
was originally intended that Plantation Slaves not being domestics, or em-
ployed in bringing grass or fodder, should not be worked on Sundays with-
out being paid their wages, or the time being made up to them, as mentioned
therein, nor shall they be employed on payment of wages, except on emer-
gencies.
And it is declared that it shall not be, nor is it necessary to give proof,

that the Slaves have been urged to work by actual compulsion, but on the
contrary, the penalties shall be incurred whenever the Slave shall have becn
employed on Sunday, except in the cases herein and by the said Section ex-
cepted.
t2—In lieu of the Féte Dieu, the festival to be observed will be in fu-

ture the féte patronale of the quarter.
13.—In addition and explanation of 24th Section, it is further ordered,

that when the Slaves are employed at night, they shall, under any and every
circumstance, be entitled to eight hour’s rest consecutively out of the twenty-
four hours, in the penalty provided in the 43d Section.

14.—And it is further ordered, with reference to the 30th Section, that
when the Master shall allow his Slaves to work in their provision grounds
during one whole day in every week throughout the year, in addition to the
whole day out of crop, and half a day in crop, besides Sundays, already men-
tioned in said Section, he shall be required to furnish them with noprovi-
sions whatever.
15.—And for the full and effectual enforcement of the provisions con-

tained in Section 37, it is further ordered, that on the day fixed by the Com-
mission for the inspection of the several plantations, whereof public notice
shall be given by the public Officer attached to each Commission for at least
eight days previous to the day appointed, the Proprietor, Attorney, Manager,
or other chief persons in authority on each estate, shall meet and accompany
the Commission throughout their inspection ot the said estate, unless pre-
vented by sickness, or some other unavoidable cause, which shall be deemed
satisfactory by the said Commission, on a penalty of £25 sterling, besides
being called on to defray the expences attending a second visit, or a new
Commission. |

16.—The 39th Section is cancelled, and in lieu thereof it is ordered, that:
it shall henceforth be illegal for any person or persons within the said colony
to carry a whip, or any other instrument of punishment, into the field or
elsewhere, cither as a badge of authority, or as a stimulus to labour, and all
and every person acting against the true meaning hereof, or directing or
authorising such illegal act, shall, ifa free person, incur the penalty prescribed
in Section 43 ; and ifa Slave, he shall be subject to corporal punishment.
17.—The 40th Section, from and after the 1st of November next, is to be

taken and considered as cancelled, and in lieu thereof the following 13 sub-
stituted:
The punishment of flogging shall not be inflicted by or on the part of the

Master upon females above ten years of age, except in the execution of a
sentence of a Court, or of an order from the Protector of Slaves, the Pro-
cureur du Roi, or the Assistant Protector. And the modeof inflicting such
punishment shall, in all and every case, be subject to the rule laid down for
males in Section 38 of the Slave-law.
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Such punishment is replaced, with respect to females, by the stocks, by
handcuffs, ard solitary confinement. ,
18.—In addition to Section 41, it is ordered, that, on the infliction of the

stocks or handcuffs, a free person, or six Slaves, shall be present to witness
the infliction of the punishments long enough to ascertain that they are
pot inflicted in an illegal manner, or converted into instruments of cruelty.
19.—In addition to Section 42, it is hereby further ordered, that the plan-

tation return shall further specify the name of the person by whose authority
every punishment required to be recorded was inflicted.
And that the Commandants themselves shall make oath to the correctness

of their returns and deliver in the same to the Protector, or Assistant Pro-

tector, within the time specified in said Scction.
20.—The 50th Section is cancelled, and, in lieu thereof, it is hereby or-

dered, that the limitation of twelve months for the prosecution of offences

shall only extend to the offences for which penalties are provided in the 43d

44th, 45th, 46th, and 47th Sections, and which offences are set forth in the

gist and subsequent, down to the 42d Sections, according to the original in-

tent of the said 50th Section.
21.—The 58th Section is amended in as much as the Procureur-General

was thereby authorised to decide on the sufficiency of all objections which
might be made to the marriage of Slaves. And it 1s therefore ordered, that
the Procureur-General shall in all cases grant his permission to solemnize
marriages among Slaves, unless it be shewn that such permission would be

injurious to the Slaves themselves.
And it is further ered, that all Slave marriages shall be performed gra-

tuitously.
22.—The first Clause of the 74th Section is cancelled, and in lieu of the

said Clause the following is substituted. It is hereby ordained, that slavery
shall not operate as a disqualification for a witness, except in cases where his
Master has an interest, and that in such cases the evidence of a Slave shall
not be received either for or against the Master.
23.—The 75th Clause is cancelled, and in lieu thereof it is ordained,

that the six Slaves called, in lieu of a free person, to witness punishments

where such substitution is allowed by law, are permitted to give evidence as to
such punishment for or against the Master.

 

Sir, April 30, 1827.

IN transmitting the Order in Council amending the Slave-law, we beg

your Excellency will be pleased to submit the following observations on that

subject to the consideration of Earl Bathurst:

The clauses relative to the separation of the offices of Procureur-General

and Protector are adopted partly from the Demerara, and partly from the

Trinidad Orders, but should it be actually in contemplation to separate these

offices, we must beg to call his Lordship’s serious attention to the pecuniary

circumstances of the colony. The Privy Council of St. Lucia have already

submitted to your Excellency their unanimous opinion on this subject, and

they are well aware that their address on that occasion was graciously received

by his Lordship; the difficulties then contemplated they have struggled

against, and in a great measure succeeded in overcoming; but they must

venture to add, that they have it not in their power to provide at present for

the necessary expence attending the appointment of another officer of the

rank of Protector; though, should His Majesty be pleased to allow him a

home salary, they would see no objection to the appointment.

They have also, with a view of aiding the Procureur-General in the discharge

of his multifarious duties, and to remedy the inconvenience which has been

severely felt, of referring on every occasion to Castries, appointed an Assistant

Protector, with a moderate salary, who is to establish himself in one of the

windward quarters of the island, and to possess the powers, but to be subject

to the controul, of the Protector; of course the very first instructions which

he will receive will require him to make a detailed report of his proceedings

once in each week, and oftener if required.
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This officer is subject to all the disqualifications as to holding Slaves, &e, of
the Protector, and they learn with much pleasure that your Excellency has
been pleased to adopt their suggestion of appointing a legal person, a notary
public, resident in that neighbourhood, an European, educated in Europe,
who has nota single relative in the colony ; thisthey trust will prove that
the planters of St. Lucia, taken generally, feel not the least disinclination to
the minutest inspection ot their estates, whilst it will relieve the Commissaries
-Commandants, who are planters, from the discharge of an invidious duty.

The regulations respecting Sunday markets have been extracted from the
Demerara Order: the objections to limiting the hour to ten o'clock, urged by
the Court of Policy, are, and must continue to be for some time, of equal weight
here. It seemed that there could be no alternative between doing away with
the Sunday market, and limiting it to cleven o’clock, and although they are
perfectly aware that it is the intention to adopt the former measure, still they
have thought it due to all parties to proceed gradually, as has been done with
His Majesty’s full approbation in the other colonies.
The penalties have been extended to persons keeping shops or stores open

beyond that hour; the reason is obvious: why should a Slave be prevented
from selling his provisions, whilst a free trader is permitted to carry on his
usual business ?

It appears to the Council that the 22d Section of the Slave-law, relative to
Sunday-work on plantations, has not been exactly understood. This Clause
is principally extracted from the old laws of the colony, and is more rigorous
in its enactments than the Trinidad law. It does not distinguish between
emergencies habitual, or extraordinary, a distinction, in the opinion of the
Council, open to much cavil, but enacts that Slaves shall never be worked on
Sundays without receiving wages, nor shall they be worked even on payment
of wages except on emergencies. A planter employing his Slaves on Sunday,
whether by compulsion or voluntarily, must therefore prove, first, the emer-
gency; secondly, the actual payment of wages, and so it has been ex-
lained,

P Section 23.—It seems the Féte Dieu in the colonies is never observed as a
festival, whilst the Féte of the Patron Saint of the parish invariably is.

Section 24.—Regulation respecting night-watch. Field labour may be, and
usually is, confined to certain stated hours, but the work of the sugar-house
depends upon the mill, and that, whether a wind or water-mill, necessarily
depends upon the weather and season. It is with owners of plantations as
with millers and some manufacturers in England. But to prove the anxiety
of the Council to render their Slaves as happy and comfortable as was ever
contemplated by Government, they propose that in all and every case the
Slave when worked at night shall have eight hours consecutiverest in twenty-
four; this is more, they believe, than is generally allowed in many manufac-
tories, though there the work is constant, whilst the business of grinding and
boiling seldom requires more than one or two days in the week, and that on
emergencies only during crop.

They havenot considered it possible to make any addition to their inven-
tory of clothing to be furnished under the 27th Section. There they have
not only their own interests to consult, but those of a different class of per-
sons, the absent creditors, who already complain of the expence of the
supplies; and although the independent planter may and will, no doubt, add
to this list, these additions should come as a gratuity from the Owner. Nor
do they think it advisable to introduce provisions into a law so strictly en-
forced as this has been and will be, which they know it impossible for the
smaller.and poorer planters to comply with. The Demerara and Trinidad
regulations,* both state that the Negroes shall be clothed according to the
custom of the country; but in neither is it stated what this custom is, and
an allowance of clothing can only be considered ample or scanty with refer-
ence to climate.

These observations will go far to explain the Clause added to the 30th
Section. As it now stands they consider half a day in this colony as equal

* See Regulations |st October 1784 for Demerara ,and Sir T. Picton’s Ordinances for Trinidad,
30th of June 1800.
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to double the time in the neighbouring exhausted colonies. But such is the

extreme distress existing on some plantations, that many Owners have ac

tually given up a whole additional day in every week throughout the year,

rather than furnish their Slaves with the moderate allowance of a pound and

@ quarter of cod-fish. The Slaves naturally prefer an arrangement by which

they obtain two days and a half, and three days in seven; and with this they

can not only supply themselves with any kind of food, but they may pur-

chase additional clothing; and may, if at all industrious, raise, in the course

of a few years, a sum sufficient to redeem themselves. It will casily occur

that the planters who grant this additional day, are the same class of per-

sons whom the Council do not consider themselves warranted in compelling

to furnish additional clothing. .

The island is thus also rendered perfectly independent of a foreign market

for its supplies, an object of no small consideration at this moment.

Section 37.—It was to be expected that the Slave law would excite dis-

satisfaction among many; the Commissioners, however, have caly reported

two instances in which this spirit has manifested itself, in a manner requiring

repression by means of additional regulations. The additional Clause in this

Section is introduced to meet the inconvenience pointed out.

The 39th Section 1s extracted from the Demerara Order, in conformity

with the intentions of His Majesty’s Government.
Section 40.—The correction of females by whipping is permitted till the

age of ten, under the Master’s authority; and after the 1st of November next,

this punishment is not to be inflicted on adult females, either by authority

of the Master or of any public Officer being a planter.
In a few years the Council fully agree that it should be abolished altoge-

ther; at present they feel this cannot be done with safety; at the same time

this power surely cannot be lodged in hands more likely to exercise it with

discretion than the Protector and his Assistant, viz: the Procureur du Roi

and Substitute.
A rather distant period, the 1st of November, has been fixed to give Slave

Owners ample time to erect cells, and to prepare their Slaves for the change.

Section 41.—With respect to the infliction of the stocks and handcuffs;

Section 41 of the law of the 8th February, as well as the 42d Section, relating

tothe forms of plantation returns; the 50th Section, relating to the limitation

of twelve months for the prosecution of offences; the 58th, relating to the

marriages of Slaves; and the 74th, relating to Slaves’ evidence; the amend-

ments pointed out by his Lordship have been adopted as nearly as could bein

his Lordship’s own words. The obscurity in the 58th Section merely arose

from a misprint.
On the whole, one suggestion alone have they considered themselves bound

to reject—that, by which it is required that the property of a Slave dying

intestate and without lawful heirs should revert to the Crown, to the preju-

dice of the Owner. A few months since, the whole of the property which

now belongs to a Slave belonged by law to the Owner. This they have volun-

tarily and in the most ample manner given up, having declared, in unequivo-

cal terms, that, “ in all that relates to the acquirement, administration, or

disposal of his private property, the Slave was, with the single exception

under consideration, to be declared free.” They have also allowed the Slave

to redeem himself on payment of a fair consideration, having readily and

voluntarily adopted the compulsory Manumission Clauses. But all these

sacrifices they have made for the Slave's benefit; further they don’t think

themselves warranted in going. Having amended every thing else, it would

have been most agreeable for them to yield a point which, however important

in principle, can be productive of very little inconvenience in practice; but

they cannot conscientiously consent toa modification and consequent sacrifice

of property, with reference to which the principle that has influenced them

throughout their labours no longer applies.

Having, at the request of the Council, submitted to your Excellency the

above explanation of our views and motives, I shall, from the active part

which I have taken in this matter in my own name, beg leave to add, that J
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fully concur in every one of these resolutions, except that relative to Sunday
markets. .

It is gratifying to have to observe, that, as I am the only Member of the
Privy Council who is not a Slave holder, the Slaves are indebted to their
Owners, to Planters, for the manifold advantages they enjoy under the law
of the 8th of February 1826, and the present Order in Council,

I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN JEREMIE, FirstPresident,
Senior Member of Council,

His Excellency Major-General Mainwaring,
&e. &e. §c.
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No. 1.

My Lorp, King’s House, Demerara, 14th December 1825.
1 HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch, of the

24th August, upon the subject of which I must request to offer your Lord-
ship some explanation, because it appears to me, that there are circumstances
relating to it, of which your Lordship is not at present aware.

In your Lordship’s despatch of the 2oth November 1824, is the following
ssage :—
« Under this head therefore, the variations between the law proposed by the

Court of Policy, and that passed by His Majesty in the Council, are very
considerable.

“The most important of them however, is the necessity imposed on every
Slave seeking to obtain his manumission, although with the approbation of his
master, to procure also the consent of the Governor and Court of Policy. This
Jaw indeed appears to have been established by an Ordinance of Lieutenant
Governor Murray and the Court of Policy, passed on the 6th April 1815, and
the present plan proposes only to affirm and continue this law.”

“ This law, however, has never received his Majesty’s sanction, and, in truth,
appears to be open to very grave objections: I am not aware of any other
instance in which it has been distinctly propounded as a maxim and rule of law,
that the owner ofa Slave has not the right of effecting his emancipation.
“The Act, indeed, goes as far as to provide, that any person who, without

the consent of the Court of Policy, shall effect beyond the jurisdiction of the
Colony, (in England for example) the manumission of a Slave in Demerara shall
become liable td a fine of 1000 guilders. I have it in command from His
Majesty to inform you, that so far from adopting and re-enacting this law, it is
intended to take the earliest opportunity of passing an Order in Council to
abrogate and disallow it; and in the interval, before the arrival of that Order,
you will observe, that the provisions of this ordinance of the Court of Policy
are not to be put in execution by you, or under your authority.”

After having read this carefully, and considered it maturely, I could give it
no other acceptation than,

ist. That the existing mode of manumission, as prescribed by the Colonial
enactment of 1815 was so objectionable, on account of its requiring the pre-
vious consent of the Council of Policy to all manumissions, that I was peremp-
torily forbidden to suffer it to be acted upon any longer.

ad. That in consequence of the above objection to the provisions of that
enactment, an Order in Council would be immediately sent out for the regulation
of this single point (manumission), independent of the other points of meliora-
tion then under discussion, and without waiting for their ultimate arrangement.
___In this acceptation the President of the Courts of Justice, and the Crown
Members of the Court of Policy, as well as the Colonial Members, entirely
concurred.

In the despatch before me, your Lordship informs me, that I have misunder-
stood the intention of His Majesty’s Government, this having been, that the
law of 1815 should be suspended, and the preceding law, which that had
abrogated restored in its stead.
Hereupon, with all possible deference, I will ask permission to apprise your

Lordship, that the Ordinance more immediately repealed by that of 1815, as
well as the previous and more remote ones, contained equally the objectionable
provision, for there is no period of the history of this Colony, so far as I can
discover, in which the consent of the Court of Policy, solicited by formal
permission, was not made an indisputable preliminary condition to: all
manumissions,
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The Act of 1815 had made no alteration in this provision, which it had
adopted from all preceding regulations upon the same subject, and hence, the
restoring and acting upon any of the latter would not have affected the evil
which your Lordship had desired to remedy.
No Act could be found which did not contain the condition in question, and

therefore there was no Act upon which, in the spirit of your Lordship’s injune-
tion, manumissions could for the moment proceed.

It was in this view of the case that 1 understood the second part of the
passage of your Lordship’s despatch already cited, as announcing the coming of
an Order in Council, because, presuming your Lordship to have been aware of
the state of the manumsssion laws of the Colony, as above described, it appeared
natural to me, that your Lordship should resort to the only measure, which
under the actual circumstances, could immmediately effect the proposed object,

In this conviction it also was, that when several successive mails trom England
arrived, without bringing the expected Order in Council, I addressed to your
Lordship my private despatch of the 15th May, (to which I request to refer)
soliciting your Lordship’s attention to the inconvenience resulting from its
delay.
In justice to myself, I have felt it necessary to offer to your Lordship this

explanation, from which I trust it will be evident, that, in the course pursued,
there was no alternative before me.

Meanwhile, no real wrong or prejudice, beyond that of a short delay, will
have been done to those Negroes whose owners have, in the interim,petitioned
for manumission (these have been but few), because they were respectively
acquainted at the time that notice would be duly given them to apply again,
when they would receive their manumissions with the advantage of getting them
free of expence.

Notice has accordingly been given, and upon the ist day of the next
month, these manumissions will, under the provisions of the new Slave Code,
be issued, without expence to parties.

 

I have, &e.
(Signed) B. D?URBAN.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &c.

No. 2.

My Lorp, King’s House, Demerara, 24th January 1826.
IT having appeared that the 15th clause of the Slave Melioration Code of

the 7th September last, would be defective without a form being prescribed for
the keeping Punishment Record Books (an omission which had unavoidably
happened), a supplementary clause to remedy this defect was passed at the last
sitting of the Court of Policy, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy,
hoping that your Lordship may approve it, and that His Majesty may be
graciously pleased to sanction it.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. D’URBAN.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G.
&e. &e. &c.

Form of Punishment Record Book.

Publication —By His Excellency Major General Sir Benjamin
D'Urban, Knight, Commander of the most Honourable Military
Order of the Bath, of the Royal Guelphic Order, and of the
Portuguese Royal Military Order of the Tower and Sword, Lieu-
tenant Governor in and over the Colony and Dependant Districts
of Demerara and Essequebo, Commander-in-Chief, &c. &c. ad
the Honourable the Court of Policy of the said Colony.

To all to whom these Presents shall come, greeting, be it known.

WHEREAS byacertain ordinance made and passed on the 7th day of
September now last past, and published on the 20th day of October following;
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it is ordered and declared that there shall be kept by every person having
charge ofa task or working gang of Slaves, exceeding six in number, and upon
every estate throughout the Colony a Book, to be called a Punishment Record
Book, as in and by the 15th section will, on reference being thereto had, more
fully and at large appear;

And whereas it is expedient that the said Punishment Record Book should
be made and kept in a certain general and established form ;
Be it, and it is hereby ordered, that every owner, proprietor, manager, or other

person, who, according to the 15th section of the said recited, is ordered and
enjoined to keep a book, to be called a Punishment Record Book, shall and is
hereby directed to keep the same according to the form more particularly set
forth in the schedule hereunto annexed.

 

Punishment Record Book of belonging to situate
in and having a number of Slaves.

Pate |Name| Nature Time | By By | Nature and Extent| Extent
of of of and Place of whose whom |Witnesses.) of Punishment, |of Punishment,
Entry. | Slave. joffence., |Punishment.| Authority.| inflicted.

  
if a Female. | if a Male.

 

    
|
||
|
 

And that no ignorance may be pretended of what is hereinbefore directed
and required, these presents shall be published for general information as

customary.

Thus done in. our Ordinary Assembly, held at the Court House, George
Town, Demerara, the third day of November 1825, and published on the

19th following.
B (Signed) B. DURBAN.
By command of theCourt,

(Signed) CHARLES WILDAY, Deputy Secretary.

 

No. 3.

My Lorn, King’s House, Demerara, 25th April 1826.

A SHORT time ago several of the most respectable landed proprietors of

this Colony waited upon me for the purpose of requesting permission to hold
a meeting of the Colonists, with the object of drawing up a humble Petition to
His Majesty, a copy of which they then submitted for my perusal.

Aware, as 1 am, of His Majesty’s most gracious will that the Petitions of his
faithful Colonial subjects should receive every due facility from his Governors,
to reach the foot of the throne, and perceiving nothing improper in the manner
of the Petition, while the matter of it was unquestionably of the deepest
interest to those desiring to petition, I told these gentlemen, that upon its being
returned to me, signed by such a number of the most considerable proprietors
as might give it the weight of emanating from the best sources of the

Colony, I would not fail to transmit it to your Lordship.

At the same time I suggested, for reasons which I was sure would be obvious

to them, the prudence of not holding at this moment a public meeting for the

purpose of proposing and discussing this measure, but that they should send the

Petition in succession to the persons most proper to sign it. ;

They readily and immediately agreed with me in the expediency of. taking
this course, and have now returned the Petition to me signed accordingly.
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I have the honour to transmit it to your Lordship; and your Lordship will
perceive, by the extent of population of the respective estates, of which many
of these gentlemen are proprietors or representatives, the immense interests
which are entrusted to their care and keeping.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. DURBAN,

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.B.
&e. &e. &e.

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty.

The humble Petition of the Colonists of the United Colony of Demerara
and Essequebo,

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

WE, your Majesty‘s dutiful and Joyal subjects, the Colonists of Demerara
and Essequebo, entreat permission to approach your Majesty with this our
humble Petition.
As British subjects, devotedly attached to your Royal Person and Govern-

ment, we implore your Majesty’s gracious protection from the dangers which
threaten our lives and properties, and we have the firmest reliance on your
Majesty’s wisdom and paternal goodness, extending towards us at this crisis,
that much required protection, without which we feel, that ere long, the in-
habitants of this valuable Colony and your Majesty’s West India possessions
generally, will be plunged into an abyss of irretrievable ruin and misery.
From the nature of certain notices, recently given, of motions to be made in

the Commons House of Parliament, deeply affecting our interests, we feel the
greatest apprehension and alarm ; and it is now apparent, notwithstanding the
measures recently adopted, and the improvements which have taken place in
the condition of our labouring population during a series of years, and which
are still in progress, that no prudent system of amelioration will satisfy those
who seem bent on schemes, which, if enforced, must inevitably lead to the
destruction of our properties, endanger our lives, and eventually cause the loss
to your Majesty of these valuable Colonies.
We, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, are kept in a constant state of

agitation and alarm, by reason of the calumnies and insidious means to
which our enemies have resorted, for the purpose of raising a popular clamour,
and prejudicing the minds of our fellow subjects in the Mother Country
against us,

In such a state of things, we have no alternative but an appeal to your
Majesty's sovereign authority, which, we confidently trust, will not be made
in vain. ,
We, therefore, Most Gracious Sovereign, humbly pray, that it may please

your Majesty to afford us an opportunity of being heard by counsel, and of pro-
ducing evidence to your Majesty's Government, to shew the real state of a case
hitherto very imperfectly understood, and much misrepresented in the Mother
Country, and the effects which such measures, as are now avowedly intended
to be urged in Parliament, will have on the rights of the Colonial proprietors,
and on the well-being of the labouring classes themselves. And we further
humbly entreat, that no further measures, in any manner relating to this mo-
mentous question may receive your Majesty’s sanction, until we have had such
opportunity, as your Majesty may be graciously pleased to afford us, of being
heard before your Majesty and the Right Honourable Privy Council, on the
merits of a case, involving, as your Majesty’s petitioners humbly conceive, not
only their vital interests, but also those of the Empire at large.
And your Majesty’s humble petitioners, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal

subjects, the Colonists of Demerara and Essequebo, as in duty bound, will
ever pray.
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No. 4.

Extractfrom a Letterfrom Earl Bathurst to Sir Benjamin D’ Urban,
dated 12thof May 1826.

“As the necessary reform must therefore be unavoidably postponed to
a future period, it will be expedient to adopt some immediate, but temporary,
measure to amend the rules of proceeding, in criminal cases, against persons
prosecuted under the recent Act of the Court of Policy for improving the
condition of Slaves. On referring to that Act, you will perceive that no
express provision is made, as to the form in which persons accused of cruelty
to Slaves are to beprosecuted. All fines and forfeitures are to be recovered
before the Court of justice, ‘ in the usual and ordinary manner, as in the case
of other fiscal actions.’
The disposition already manifested by the Court of Policy, with so much

credit to themselves, to improve the condition of the Slave population of the
Colony, authorises me to rely with confidence on their cordial co-operation, in
every measure necessary for giving full effect to the ordinance which you have
recently passed, with their advice and assent. You will therefore take the
earliest opportunity of bringing under their consideration, such measures, as
may in your judgment be best adapted to abridge and simplify the forms
of criminal procedure under the Slave Melioration Act. The Court of course
would not enter upon the question of reform of the administration of the
criminal law in general. ‘The amendments which will hereafter be introduced,
with the assistance of the Commissioners of Legal Inquiry, may incorporate
such useful alterations, as the Court of Policy may make in reference to the
subject of criminal proceedings in this particular case.”

 

No. 5.

My Lorp,- King’s House, Demerara, 10th August 1826.
IN a postscript to my despatch of the 2d July (dated 4th July), I shortly in-

formed your Lordship of what had taken place in the Court of Policy of the 3d
July, upon the consideration of your Lordship’s despatch, No. 43, of the 25th
of February, respecting the Slave Melioration Act, and submitted my reasons
for having adjourned the farther consideration of it to the Court’s ordinary Ses-
sion in the end of the month.

No. 1. Enclosed is an extract minute detailing the proceedings of that
day.
Upon the gist of July the Court met, pursuant to adjournment, and pro-

ceeded to the final consideration of your Lordship’s despatch. The enclosures
Nos. 2 and 3, are the minutes of its proceedings on the 31st July and 2d instant
Tespectively, together with the result of them.
By these minutes your Lordship will perceive, that the colonial members

were willing to adopt your Lordship’s suggested amendment of the clause for
“ instituting suits in behalf of Slaves ;” but that with respect to those relating
to “ Sunday labour,” “ Slave property in land,” and “ manumissions invito
domino,” they have adhered to their former conclusions, as communicated to
your Lordship in my despatch of the 15th of September last.
_As the proposed amendment has only been adopted in one clause (and that,

perhaps, the least important of them), and especially as the desired principle
of manumissions has not been received, I have not judged it expedient to pro-
mulgate here any supplementary enactment for the sole purpose of altering the
27th clause of the existing Act, considering it better that, whatever alterations
in these clauses may ultimately be resolved on by His Majesty’s Government,
should all take place at once.
With reference to your Lordships despatch, of the 17th of March, and to

my despatch in reply, of the 11th of May, I have written to Lieutenant-
Governor Beard, informing him that no alteration bas been made by
the Court of Pelicy in the Demerara Slave Act of September 1825, and trans-
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mitting him a copy of it, in order that his Excellency may thereupon take
such measures, in regard to Berbice, as he may judge expedient.

I have, &c.

(Signed) DURBAN,
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G.

&e. &e. &c.
 

No. 1.

Extractfrom the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Courtof
Policy of the Colony and dependent Districts of Demerara andEssequebo,
at its Extraordinary Assembly, held at the Colony House.

George Town, Demerara, Monday, 3d July 1826.
(After Prayers.)

HIS Excellency then called the attention of the Court to the business for
which the Court had this day been especially convened, and thereupon directed
the Secretary to read the despatch from Earl Bathurst, dated Downing Street,
25th February 1826, for the further information of the Court in the first in.
stance.

The thanks of the Court having been returned to his Excellency for the fore-
going communication, the secretary proceeded to read the despatch.

(Fiat insertio.)

Which having been read accordingly, the member Van Berckel rose, and
stated that as Earl Bathurst strongly urged the Court to alter some parts of the
Slave Code as it now stands, and even condescended to suggest some modifica-
tions under which the provisions, insisted on by his Lordship, might in his
opinion be adopted, it is the duty of this Court to give the subject the most
serious consideration, with a view, if it can conscientiously be done, to alter the
opinion hitherto expressed by the Court in its former resolutions, by the adop-
tion ofsome modifications in such a manner as to meet the views of His Majesty’s
Government, expressed in Earl Bathurst’s despatch of the 25th February 1826.

That it appears to him that the importance of the subject does not allow a
hasty decision, but, on the contrary, that the respect due to His Majesty’s Go-
vernment renders it imperative on every member of this Court sedately to con-
sider the suggestions made by Earl Bathurst, and to apply their best abilities
to the end of forming a cool and deliberate judgment, consistently with an
honest discharge of their duty.

For this purpose he begged leave to propose, that the time for the next ordi-
nary meeting of the Court not being far distant, the members might be allowed
to employ the interval in reconsidering the whole subject still before them, so
as to enable the Court at the next meeting to come toa final conclusion.

His Honour Mr. President Wray expressed his regret that the present op-
portunity of discussing this important measure should be postponed, especially
as it was not improbable but that he should have left the Colony before the pro-
posed time of entering further into the question should arrive, and as he had
given this subject much consideration, he wished to express his sentiments on
the present occasion, whereupon his Excellency and the Court having stated
their readiness and wish to be in possession of his Honour’s views,

His Honour the President stated that he had given much attention to the
last despatch of Lord Bathurst, and had also reconsidered the proceedings of the
Court of Policy, from the commencement of the discussion on this important
question up to the present period. He had found, throughout, the greatest
readiness on the part of the Court to comply with the wishes of His Majesty’s
Government, and on the part of Government a manifest disposition to prefer
the adoption of the suggestions by the Court of Policy, to the mode of issuing
an Order in Council as had been done in Trinidad.
The Court of Policy had also conceived, and justly so, that any law would

have a better effect on the Slave population if it were enacted by the local
Government, than if it were sent from England.

It was clear that if the clause of manumission, now proposed, was not passed
here, it certainly would be, and that immediately, at home.

If the Court still continued to consider the manumission clause as one which
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would be injurious to the interest of the Colonists, he, nevertheless, thought it
most prudent to admit it, with such checks and modifications as the Court's
experience would suggest, and that the Colonial members would be best dis-
charging their duty to their constituents, even when acting against their own
opinions, by adopting its principles, but qualifying as far as possible those points
which they conceived to be dangerous to their property. .
This Court had, it was true, twice rejected it, but the present question was,

whether the proposal now made was so much the same as the former one, that
the Court could not adopt it without gross inconsistency. His honour thought
the proposition very materially changed. Two principles were now fully
admitted, the extent of which might hitherto have been thought doubtful,
and which had a tendency to obviate many of the former objections of the
Court.

The most material difficulty had always been, that the removal of an intelli-
gent active Negro from an estate injures it to a greater degree than can be
compensated by the value of the individual Slave. ‘The Trinidad Code provided
no remedy for this, and it was the clause of that Code which the Court had not
thought it right to adopt.

If the evil anticipated could be avoided, or its danger mitigated, it would be
consistent with the former conduct of the Court: safe, but at any rate, in his
Honour’s opinion, certainly prudent to adopt the measure.
The principle of valuation now proposed, was not merely to put a value on

the Slave to be manumitted, but, taking the fullest and comprehensive view of
the effect caused by the manumission, to make compensation to the owner, for
any deterioration of his property caused thereby, or, in Lord Bathurst’s words,
to make “a fair estimate of the loss which the owner may sustain by the act of
manumission.” This was in effect not to value the Slave but the owner’s loss,
and this to be ascertained by such tribunal as the Court might think desirable.
The second admitted principle was equally important, and openly expressed

in Lord Bathurst’s former despatch of 9th July 1825, that manumission should
be the ‘* result and reward of habitual industry ;” and in the present despatch.
that it should confer on the Slave “a right to purchase his freedom by the fruits
of his honest earnings.”
To keep this principle in operation, his Honour would propose, that an

investigation as to the manner in which the property of the Slave was acquired
should be gone into before the same tribunal which he bad before mentioned.
The Slave’s fairest claim to manumission would rest on reasonable proof, or

presumption from general habits and conduct, that the money produced by him
was the savings of his honest labour; but the possession of sufficient property
obtained by inheritance, accompanied by proof of habitual industry and good
conduct, should also entitle him to the same indulgence.

His Honour thought that the existence of this habit and good conduct should
be shewn before the same tribunal that inquired into the manner the property
was obtained, and which estimated the master’s loss.

In a population of more than 70,000 Slaves the Protector could not be
supposed to be acquainted with individual character; and indeed it was highly
probable that the quiet, well-disposed, most deserving Slave, would be the least
likely ever to have been brought to his notice.

His Honour proposed to exclude from this cumpulsory clause all money lent,
given, or raised by public subscription, and he thought that would not be adverse
to the two leading principles of Lord Bathurst’s despatches; indeed, with
regard to subscription, his Lordship says ‘* measures could easily be taken to
deteat such a plan, if indeed provisions might not be introduced in the law itself
to prevent it.” One very obvious and important result must be obtained, that of
bringing any future alterations, which the Government might consider advisable,
to the consideration of the Court of Policy before they were adopted, giving the
local Government an opportunity of modifying and in some instances (as had
already occurred) of shewing His Majesty’s Government that the propositions
made were inexpedient. On the ‘contrary if the additional clause were passed
by Order in Council at home, there could be but little doubt that such would be
the course hereafter pursued.
Should however, the Court come to the determination, which his Honour

hoped it would, to admit under the precautions he had mentioned, the prin.
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‘ciple of manumission contrary to the will of the owner, he nevertheless thought
that the 'l'rinidad Code, which allowed a member of a family to purchase himself
apart from the rest, had a direct tendency to subvert those moral and religious
feelings which it was the object of the law to promote as the ground-work of
civilization and freedom.

It had been stated to him, not to be impossible, that young females would be
purchased from the several plantations, and particularly from those near George
‘Town; and he could not perceive any thing in the Trinidad regulations which
could prevent this, if the purchaser and the girl agreed on the subject, and the
children (in addition to the immorality of the connection) produced thereby,
would be left to the probability of poverty by the sickness, absence, or death of
the father, in which event, they must look for support from the casual charity of
the public.
But the most material objection he had to the separate purchase, was, that it

must in numerous instances discontinue the ties arising from matrimonial
engagements, and consequently have the general effect of making the Slave
population regardless of the sacred obligation of matrimony.
Under the Trinidad Law, the father of a family of young children could buy

himself.
As a free man there was no law to compel his living with his wife, and no

law called upon him to support his wife or chitdren, the Slaves of another
person. Could any law compel the master to give his late Slave, purchased
against his consent, and now free, the right to live upon his property, or to
come to it at all? So long as the freed man continued to work (if at all) as a
hired servant, no evil might arise; but the law clearly left it in the power of
either the master or of the Slave who purchased himself, in such a case, sub-
stantially to dissolve the marriage contract.
The consequence of this he need not observe, would be toa certainty, adultery

by both parties.
If a wife were to purchase her freedom, leaving her husband in Slavery, the

same consequences would arise, commencing, however, with a total destruction
of the control of the husband over the wife.

It therefore appeared to his Honour, that to prevent these evils, and to
support these clauses relative to the marriage of Slaves, it was necessary that the
Slave, who wished to purchase himself, should be compelled, under certain
restrictions, to purchase also his family.
And it was obvious, that if the purchase by families were required from those

only who were married, it might operate as a discouragement to matrimony.
His Honour thought that it should be extended to reputed husbands, wives, and
children inthe same manner as execution salesby the Marshal. He therefore
wished to express his opinion of the expediency of adopting the manumission
clause subject to the restrictions he had mentioned, and the provisions he
should propose were,

First, That Slaves should be allowed to purchase themselves, (if members
of a family) only with the families, limiting this to husbands and wives and
their children up to an age to be hereafter determined, and not separated from
them by having formed other connexions.

Secondly, That the labour of the father, mother, or children should have
produced the purchase-money.

Thirdly, ‘That the money price, whether of a single Slave or of a family,
should be ascertained, not by the value of the Slave or family, but by the loss
the owner would sustain by the sale.

Fourthly, An express negative on the application to the purpose of manu-
mission against the consent of the owner, of any funds which might be obtained
by gift, loan, or subscription, either private or public; one exception only to be
made in favour of property acquired by inheritance or legacy, and even then to
be so applied in these cases, only when it was accompanied with proof of
habitual industry and good conduct.

Fifthly, That all the facts, which might be important, contained in the
former suggestions should be ascertained by a tribunal constituted, as nearly as it
could be, to prevent any supposition of prejudice or partiality, and likely at the
same time from its practical knowledge to come to a just conclusion.

His Honour having concluded the foregoing observations, and the propositions
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which he made, and the changes which he suggested in the Trinidad Code being

considered very material, the Court requested his Honour would allow his

remarks to be placed upon the minutes, and that the secretary should be
directed to send an extract from this day’s proceedings to each member.

His Honour having assented to the proposal of the Court, and in order that

full time might be allowed them to consider this important subject in a point of

yiew not before taken of it, the Colonial Members requested his Excellency the

Lieutenant Governor to adjourn the Court until the next ordinary session in the

resent month. His Excellency having agreed to this,
The Court was then adjourned till the ordinary session accordingly.

No. 2.

Extractfrom the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Court of
Policy of the Colony and dependent Districts of Demerara and Essequebo,

at its Ordinary Assembly, held at the Colony House.

George Town, Demerara, Monday, the 31st of July 1826.

(After Prayers.)

THE Court proceeded with the consideration of Earl Bathurst's despatch,
dated Downing-street, 25th of February 1826, commencing seriatim with the

three subjects pointed out by his Lordship ; viz—1st, Sunday Jabour; 2d, The

right of Slaves to hold land, including the subject of actions by the Protector

of Slaves; and 3d, Manumission.

ist. The Court, after giving every due consideration to the observations con-
tained in the despatch of Ear! Bathurst, on the subject of labour performed on

Sunday in potting sugar and drying coffee and cotton, regrets that in a point of

such apparently minor import, it is reluctantly compelled to reiterate its ob-

jections to accede to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government. But the mem-

bers of the Court taking a practical view of the question, consider the labour
thus performed so completely analogous in itsprinciple to that performed by
domestics, watchmen, persons employed in tending cattle, &c., that they are

unable to see on what just grounds payment should be made to the one class

and withheld from the other; indeed the strongest claim for remuneration
would appear to lay in favour of domestics, watchmen, &c., because, though in

every case the labour is very light, yet the whole time of these classes is in some
degree occupied on every Sunday throughout the year, whereas only a small
portion of the others is taken up, and this, too, for the half, or a fourth, or even

a less number of Sundays in the year; that the Slaves themselves would take
a similar view of the subject, the Court feels fully convinced, and therefore en-

tertains well founded apprehensions that a feeling of great dissatisfaction and
discontent would naturally be raised in the minds of a valuable portion of the
Slave population, if they saw that the minor necessary Sunday occupations were
remunerated, and they themselves who gave up the whole day, must go unre-

warded. For itis in vain to hope that they will enter into the nice distinctions
which may be very clear and apparent to minds of a higher order.

It is on this ground, and not with the object of savinga trifling expense to the
planter, that the Court continues to hold its unshaken opinion of the inexpe-

diency of altering the Law as it now stands on this point.
It can scarcely be necessary to point out the propriety of these species of

Sunday occupations being equally with that of domestics, watchmen, &c. com-

pulsory, for if it depended on the will of the Slaves, it is possible that the pro-

duce of the whole labour of the preceding day, or even of half the preceding
week, might be irretrievably injured by their refusal to perform the slight but

necessary operation which its preservation required; nor can it be questioned

that the Slave has an interest along with his master in preserving the crop that

has been so far prepared; for on the crop depends the entire means of the

planter to furnish his Slaves with food, clothing, medical attendance, lodging,

and all the various comforts that he supplies them with. And outof ithe must
support not only the labourers who assist in the production, but also the in-

fant, the invalid, and the infirm, who form the most numerous class of the po-

pulation of an estate. Let it be borne in mind, too, that these are works, not
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of choice, but of necessity, and if it is left optional with the Slaves to perform
works of that description in one case, they may conceive it to be optional inall
and thus they might refuse their assistance in stopping a breach in the dam, or
a conflagration, or in preventing the damages likely to arise from such like Ca-
sualties.
With regard to the labour of picking coffee and cotton on Sundays, which

is performed for wages, the Court sees no objection to having it clearly ex.
ressed, that this is only allowable when voluntary on the part of the Siaves,

This has been the unvarying practice of the Colony, and the principle is unob-
jectionableas applied to labour of this description.

2d, The next subject adverted to in Earl Bathurst’s letter relates to thepro-
perty of Slaves, and first to the right of holding property in land.

The Court of Policy allows that a consideration of the disadvantages the
Slaves themselves might labour under as proprietors of land, had considerable
influence on its decision on this point. But there were other very weighty
causes of objection to their being permitted to hold landed property.
The liability to imprisonment for taxes and other charges, which a proprietor-

ship in land may render them subject to, is far from a slight or inconsiderable
objection, nor is it easily to be obviated.

It is true that the property on the land, and the land itself, are, by the ex-
isting Laws of the Colony, liable in the first place, and must be exhausted be-
fore the person can be seized, and yet it is matter of every day’s experience,
among the lower classes of the free coloured people who have acquired lands
and tenements (nor is it to be wondered at where land is of so little value), that
the whole property being consumed in the expenses attending a suit and levy
for debts and taxes, the debt, or part of it, remains unsatisfied, and theirper-
sons consequently liable to imprisonment. ;

‘That apprehension seldom follows with this class of people is equally true—
and why? The expense of maintaining them whilst under confinement would
devolve on the creditor, who would thus only incur further loss, without even
the hope of future compensation.

That the like forbearance would not be observed to a Slave under similar cir-
cumstances may be fairly presumed, because there would be a well grounded
expectation that the master of the Slave would pay the debt in order to recover
his services, and thus the master would in point of fact become liable for the
debts of his Slave. Again, the rights which a proprietor of land holds in and
over his property, appear to the Court incompatible with the state of Slavery,
and inconsistent with that due subordination and discipline which the well-
being of both Master and Slave, and the safety of the Colony require. Suppose
a Slave has become legal proprietor of a piece of land, he has built a house upon
it, he goes into his house and shuts himself up, refusing to return to his employ-
ment on his master’s estate—by what means is the master to get him back to his
duty? Can he invade his property, in contravention of the rights which have
been thus given him? And will he not be compelled to have recourse toa te-
dious and expensive process of Law in order to reach him? Or, is it to be con-
sidered that the Slave, in becoming the purchaser of landed property, takes it
subject to all the rights which the master holds over his person.

It may be argued that the same difficulty exists where a runaway Slave is
sheltered in the house of a freeman, but we answer that the Laws of the Co-
lony make the harbouring of runaway Slaves punishable by fine or imprison-
ment. But how is this to apply to a Slave who shelters himself on his own
property—or how is he to be dealt with for harbouring other runaway Slaves
upon it? The questions and difficulties that would arise out of this measure
are innumerable and perplexing, and, in the opinion of the Court, in many cases
insurmountable,
The multiplying of small proprietorships in and about town, has been ad-

verted to by the Court on a former occasion as a growing evil, from which much
irregularity and crime had taken their rise, and it is to be apprehended that the
rapid increase of the lower class of free population from manumission and
otherwise, will render that description of tenement an object of great anxiety
to the police, if not to the Government of the Colony, and to permit Slaves
to hold such property would be to increase the growing evil and danger to an
alarming degree.
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The Court, therefore, on the ground of its being no advantage to the well-
disposed Slave, and likely to lead to much inconvenience, disorder, insubordi-

nation, and crime on the part of the designing and ill-disposed, is still of

opinion that the right to hold property in land ought not to be granted to the

Slave.

With respect to the institution of actions in behalf of the Slave by the Pro-
tector, the Court having referred to the existing Ordinance, and after full con-

sideration and discussion of the alteration proposed by Earl Bathurst, agreed to
adopt the same.
And it was resolved, that the clauses of the 27th section of the existing Or-

dinance “for the religious instruction of Slaves in His Majesty’s Colony of
Demerara and Essequebo, and for the improvement of their condition,” enact-

ed the 7th September 1825, and published the 20th October following, shall

now be altered and stand thus:
« 97, And whereas, by the usage of this Colony, persons in a state of Slavery

have hitherto beew permitted to acquire, hold, and enjoy property free from

controul ; and it is expedient that the said custom should be recognized, and,

as far as need be, established by Law; and that provision should be made for

enabling Slaves to invest such their property on good security : be it therefore

and it is hereby ordered and declared, that no person in this Colony, being in

a state of Slavery, shall be deemed, or be taken to be, by or on account of such

his condition, incompetent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate,

or dispose of property; but every such Slave shall be, and is hereby declared

competent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate or dispose of mo-

ney, cattle, implements or utensils of husbandry or household furniture, or

other effects of such like nature, by him, her, or them honestly and lawfully

acquired or held, save and except fire-arms and ammunition, as is forbidden

by the 22d clause of the existing Law, and such Colonial produce as is prohi-

bited to be sold or bartered by the 11th article of the same Law.

« And it shall be in the power of the owner, or legal posssessor of any Slave,

or of the Protector of Slaves, and he is hereby authorized to bring, maintain,

prosecute, and defend, on behalf of every such Slave, any suit or action in any

Court of Justice in the said Colony, for or in respect of any such property, as

fully and amply, to all intents and purposes, as could be done by a person of

free condition in respect of his own property ; and the Protector of Slaves may,

if he see fit, apply to his Honour the President of the Court of Justice for an

Order on all public officers to act without charge in like manner as in suits in-

stituted pro Deo. Provided always, that it shall not be lawful for any Slave to

hold or keep upon the land of his owner, or that of any proprietor, any stock or

animals, unless with the consent of such owner or proprietor; and in case any

Slave or Slaves having such stock, and being warned to remove such stock or

animals, should refuse or neglect to remove the same, it shall be lawful for thé

owner or other person having charge of such plantation or estate, to destroy the

same, or cause it to be done by others.”

The Court declaring to abrogate and repeal the remaining part of the said

section or article 27, commencing with the words “ and if any white,” and

ending with the words “at the discretion of the Court,” agreeably with draft

now inserted in this day’s minutes.
3°. The foregoing points having been disposed of, the Court then entered

upon the consideration of the remaining clause relative to manumission.

Whereupon the honourable Member, F. P. Van Berckel, rose and read the fol-

lowing statement :

Compulsory Manumission.

Before I enter on the momentous subject which now occupies the attention

of the Court, I deem it necessary distinctly to state that I have not had the

least communication of any kind with any one member of this Court on the

subject of this most important clause. I feel myself called upon to say so

on account of the new turn which Mr. President Wray’s proposition; entered

on the Minutes 3d July last, is intended to give to the subject, and which is

80 widely different from that unanimity which has hitherto marked all the deli-

berations of this Court on the subject of the Slave Code, under which circum-

stanceI think that every member is called upon to give distinctly his own
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vote in a conscientious manner without any bias from the suggestions of an
one tending to prejudge the question. I have been the more induced to ab.
stain from all communication with my colleagues, because, should any deme.
rit be attached to any part of my observations, I wish the responsibility to rest
solely with myself, without involving others in any share of it, for having,
perhaps too confidently, listened to what in the exercise of my judgment [
consider as the fair way to come to an honest opinion. I deem it most con.
ducive to a calm inquiry at the outset to set at rest an observation made
his Honour in the introductory part of his proposition, prescribing the line of
conduct which, as he thinks, the Court generally, and the Colonial Members more
particularly, ought to follow. If, sayshe, the Court still continues to consider
the manumission clause as one which would be injurious to the interest of the
Colonists, he nevertheless thought it most prudent to adopt it, with such checks
and modifications as the Court’s experience would suggest. It is not for me to
anticipate in what manner the Court will be able to exercise its prudence in
giving its sanction to a principle or measure which it considers injurious to the
interests of the Colonists. Iam better able to judge of the propriety of fol-
lowing the admonition given by his Honour to the Colonial Members when he
tells them that they will be best discharging their duty to their constituents,
even when acting against their own opinions, by adopting the principles of the
compulsory manumission clause, but qualifying, asfar as possible, those points
which they conceive to be dangerous to their property. ‘Ihe selection thus
made of Colonial Members, in contra-distinction to Official Members, has an
invidious appearance, as those who cannot be minutely acquainted with the
facts might thence conclude that the rejection of the Compulsory Manumission
clause has been chiefly, if not solely, owing to the opposition made by the
Colonial Members against the opinions of the Official Members, whilst the
truth is, that this clause has been twice rejected by the unanimous vote of all
the Members, and what is more, that the Resolution of the 6th September 1825
was entirely framed by Mr. President Wray, in whose hand-writing the draft
of it was, handed to Mr. Secretary Wilday, and by him copied in the minutes,

I will not dwell on the singular attempt of one member of the court dictating
to the others in what manner they should give their votes, even before the
matter is well understood, and before it has undergone any discussion ; but I
am free to say that I cannot reconcile to any fair principle, the advice given
fo the Colonial Members to adopt any principle, even if by so doing they
acted against their own opinions. J, for one, declare, that acting under
the obligation of an oath, faithfully to perform to the best of my knowledge
the duty ofamember of this courtfor the interestofthe colony, 1 know no
other way of discharging that duty here than by giving my honestopinion.
according to the dictates of my conscience.
With this principle before me, I have given to the suggestions contained in

Lord Bathurst’s last despatch all the consideration which the subject demands,
as far as my abilities allowed it, and [I have fully re-considered every thing that
has hitherto been done by this court in this matter, and after closely examining
the principle on which the former resolutions of the court have been framed, I
must own that I have not been able to arrive at the conclusion on which his
honor now grounds the total change of his former opinion, viz; that the pro-
position relating to compulsory manumission, was now very materially changed
by the full admission of two principles, the full extent of which might
hitherto have been thought doubtful. Let us see upon what principle the
court has hitherto rejected this manumission clause, and afterwards examine
the two principles, which in his honor’s opinion have so materially changed the
case as to set at rest the scruples formerly held by the court,

I beg the court to turn to the note added to the goth section of the Slave
code, and it will there be seen that the court has explicitly given as to its
reasons for not adopting this compulsory manumission clause, that it felt it to
be beyond its power, without the breach of a sacred trust, which binds its
members to protect the rights and interests of their fellow colonists to give
their sanction to any measure, which could, even by construction, imply an
acknowledged right on the part of the Slave to demand his freedom invito
domino, That theyfelt themselves called upon openly to avow this principle,
that they have not the right to invade the property of theirfellow colonists, by
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admitting that they can in anymanner be deprived ofitcontrary to the law
by which it is secured to them, and which His Majesty has graciously been
pleased to guarantee by the articles of capitulation, on which this colony sur-
rendered to His Majesty's Arms.
This is the language held by the court on the 2nd March, 1825, and on the

same day the colonial members in a separate address, erpressed their humble
hopes that the reasons given for narrowing the provisions on the subject of
manumission being of a truly conscientious nature, would receive His

Majesty's gracious consideration. Nothing, I am sure can be more intelligible
than this plain language. It clearly lays down the principle that the court

cannot, without a violation of duty, adopt measures destructive of the rights of
property as secured by law, and it is on this principle that the manumission
clause has been rejected by the court.
When Lord Bathurst’s dispatch of the 9th of July, 1825, was laid before the

court, it was found that his Lordship again pressed the Court for the adoption of

the manumission clause, and he suggested certain conditions and provisions, with

which he considered that the principle might safely be adopted. What did the
Court then do? On the 6th September, 1825, the Court came to the following

resolution. hat the Court does not consider it respectful to His Majesty's
Government to enter into a discussion of the observations adduced in Earl
Bathurst's despatch on this point; it must, however, with all deference observe
that it cannot feel that the principles on which its original objections are

founded, and the grounds on which it has pointed out the enormous mischie
which must result from the measure proposed, have been in the slightest
degree shaken by these observations, and, therefore, anxious as it really is
to meet, in the fullest extent, the wishes of His Majesty's Government, it

cannot conscientiously proceedfurther than it has already done on such entire
conviction, and is therefore most unwillingly compelled to decline adopting the
recommendations proposed.

This resolution, which is entirely from the pen of Mr. President Wray,
expresses, in strong terms, the Court's entire conviction, that it could not

conscientiously proceed further than it had already done. It confirms, of

course, the principle on which the Court had before rejected the compulsory
manumission clause, viz: its sacred regardfor the rights ofproperty.

This being the high ground on which the Court has hitherto stood, the
question now is, whether the limitations and modifications proposed by Earl
Bathurst, in his despatch of 25th February 1826, are of such a nature, that by

tacking them to the principle of the compulsory manumission clause, that

principle can safely be adopted by this Court, without a dereliction of duty,

and without violating those rights, for the protection of which it has hitherto
stood up? If so, the apprehension of inconsistency with former resolutions
need be no bar against adopting the clause, for if the danger which was

apprehended is effectually removed, further resistance would become mere
obstinacy. But on another hand, if the guarantees proposed are not sufficient

for the security of the rights of property, I am sure that the same conscientious
motive, from which the Court has hitherto rejected it, must continue to have

the same effect now.
The two grand principles which Mr, President Wray states to have now

fully been admitted, and which in his opinion seem to remove all difficulties,
are,

ist. That the principle of valuation now proposed was not merely to put a

value on the Slave to be manumitted, but, taking the fullest and most compre-

hensive view of the effect caused by the manumission, to make compensation

to the owner for any deterioration caused thereby, or in Lord Bathurst's words,

“to make a fair estimate of the loss which the owner may sustain by the act of

manumission,” and this to be ascertained by such tribunal as the Court might

think desirable.
and. That manumission should be the result and reward of habitual

industry, and that it should confer a right to purchase his freedom by the fruits
of his. honest earnings.

First, of compensation. If a fair estimate could be made of the loss which

an owner may in the fullest extent sustain, as often as he is deprived of one or

more of hiseffective Slaves, there might be little difficulty in the case, but I
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hold it to be utterly impossible, in individual cases, to fix with certainty, a fair
compensation. . .
The nature of West India properties is so widely different from that ofall

others, that reasoning by analogy must lead to the greatest errors;it is necessary,
therefore, to enter in some details.
The Court, in its observations of the 2d March 1825, has calculated, ang

I believe fairly, that the averaze number of able effective people upon anestate,
is about one third of the whole gang, the remaining two-thirdsbeing composed
of infants, who are a burthen to the owner, and of the aged, whom he must
support. Let us now suppose an estate with 150 Slaves, out of which 50
are those by whose labour the estate is cultivated. The quantity of land in
cultivation, is necessarily calculated upon the number of labourers, and the
quantity of produce made, is of course, in the same ratio. Suppose, that in the
first year he is forced to lose three or four of these effective Slaves, which
cannot be replaced by others, this loss is immediately felt in a reduction of the
quantity of produce made; and suppose, that in the nextyear he is again
deprived of three or four Slaves, which from the nature of things more than
doubles the loss of the first year, and there being no limit to the number of
Slaves who may claim their freedom, the number of working Slaves may
gradually be so reduced, that a great part of the cultivation being fromnecessity
abandoned, the produce which can be raised be not sufficient for defraying the
expences of the estate, when the only resource left would be to break up the
estate by selling the Slaves, the lands and buildings being then no more of any
use to the owner, and of course a total loss to him; now, I would ask how Is
it possible at the time of the first Slaves obtaining their freedom, and at every
subsequent manumission, to make a fair estimate of the subsequent and final
losses, to be brought on the owner in consequence of these periodical manu.
missions, and by what scale can what Mr. President Wray calls the fullest and
most comprehensive view of the effects to be caused by these manumissions be
calculated? And how is it possible beforehand to fix a sure compensation
for all future deterioration, the ultimate result of which is finally to be the
necessary abandonment of the estate, and the total ruin of the owner?

I think it unnecessary at this time to say any thing about free labour
to be expected from manumitted Slaves. Major Moody’s second Report has
put that question at rest, and experience in Trinidad at this day, proves it to
be altogether a delusion, although the expectation of that free labour continues
to be one of the items which is to be brought in the scale of compensation.
I call upon every one who hears me, whether they have ever known in this
Colony, a manumitted Slave or a free-born black man, being employed for
wages in agricultural labour.

In the foregoing case I have supposed that the estate was unincumbered
with any mortgage ; but how must this compulsory manumission operate upon
a mortgaged property? What must become of the claims of the mortgagee,
who has lent his money upon the full reliance that the law did secure both
himself and the mortgager in the full effects of the stipulations of the mortgage
contract. ‘The mortgagee holds a lien on the Slaves, as well as every other
part of the property. Indeed, in the case of a mortgagee, the Slaves are in
law real property. If Slaves are at liberty, at their will, to separate
themselves from the property, and to leave their master, on the production of
a certain sum of money, how can he expect ever to redeem his debt, when
deprived of the means to exert his industry? If the money raised by the Slave
for his freedom, goes in the hands of the mortgagee, it Is an injustice to the
debtor, because it is no part of his contract with the mortgagee; if it is given
to the owner of the Slave, it is still a greater injustice to the mortgagee; or if
it should be deposited in some public chest, it is an injustice to both parties;
and the end of the whole must be, that the owner of the estate, who by the
decrease of his produce, sees his debt constantly increasing, and must become
a ruined man at the same time that the mortgagee is the loser of his money.

I must ask it—Has this Court the power to annul or alter contracts lawfully
entered into between other parties? The answer must be, No! Yet, if theCourt gives its sanction to the adoption of the compulsory manumission clause
‘without securing to the parties affected by it a full compensation for theirlosses, it would become accessary to an act of injustice which certainly never
can be the intention of any one who hears me.
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If I am right in the view which I take of the matter, and stich is my con-
viction, that it is impossible to fix a just principle of full compensation for all
the losses that may accrue from this compulsory manumission, I am also
warranted in feeling that the adoption of it would be an invasion of the rights
of property, and this being against the interest of the Colony, I must come to
the conclusion that the faithful performance of my duty as a member of this
Court forbids me to accede to the proposition.

J am aware that I may incur the imputation of being over fastidious by
those who formerly entertained the same opinion with me, but who now
seeing cause to change it, recommend the adoption of the clause, not a
measure positively good, nor even as free from danger; but as one of prudence
to avoid anticipated evil and mitigate its danger. 1 know that a notion has
gone abroad that we had to choose between two evils, either to enact the
manumission clause here, or to have it imposed on us by an Order in Council,
and that the voluntary adoption of it with such checks and modifications as
the Court's experience would suggest, would prove the least of the two evils.
But these calculators forget that Lord Bathurst bas precisely pointed out the
terms on which he would allow modifications, and that it is not left to the
Court to substitute such others as ts experience should suggest.
For instance, his Lordship says, that nothing can be fairer than the proposed

selection of arbitrators in the Trinidad Order, viz. ‘hat in the event of the
owner and the Slaves not agreeing in the price of the Slave’s manumission, the
owner shall appoint one, the Protector of Slaves another, and that an umpire
shall be appointed by the Chief Judge. It is clear, says his Lordship, that an
arbitration on such a principle, would protect the interests of the owner, and if
there were any objection it would be, that the bias was in his favour. How
the influence of two official characters in the appointment of the two arbi-
trators against only one, named by the owner, can create a bias in the latter’s
favour I cannot understand, and it would seem that Mr. President Wray
himself is not satisfied with this mode of valuation, for he substitutes in its
place such tribunal as the Court might think desirable, Whether his Honour
has in view the court of justice, or what might perhaps be as fair, a jury
of twelve good men, is of little importance, because both are deviations from
his Lordship’s rule, and of course neither will be admitted.
Under such circumstances I cannot feel the force of the argument, urged

as a matter of prudence, to induce me to abandon my first principle, because
there is no room left for the exercise of discretion even in proposing such modifi-
cations as the Court's experience might suggest, if so much that any could
be found.
With all due respect and submission to Earl Bathurst, those suggested by

his Lordship, do not appear to me to be sufficient, and as it is most probably
the last time that I shall take a share in any deliberations on this subject, I feel

myself called upon by duty to give my opinion with becoming freedom.
The condition that it must be by the fruits of the Slave’s. honest earnings

that he shall have the right to purchase his freedom, labours under two difficul.

ties, which are, 1st, The means of the Slave to acquire money by honest la-
bour: 2d, The mode to establish the fact that he has acquired it in that
manner.
The law says that the Slave must work six days in the week, from sun-rise

to sun-set, for his master, consequently during these six days he cannot have
any honest earnings, because he has no time at his disposal; and as to Sunday,
the moral improvement of the Slave being the grand object of the new Regula-

tions, I take it that Sunday’s work of any kind must be discouraged; but even
if wages were offered for agricultural labour, few if any Slaves would accept it;

and, indeed, the Planter would derive little benefit from it, as he could only ex-

pect very little work, and that little ill done. There is but one class of Slaves
who can honestly earn some money on Sunday; these are tradesmen, and then

they must belong to estates near George Town, where alone they can find em-

ployment. But allowing that some few Slaves, under peculiar circumstances,

may have it in their power honestly to acquire some money, until there is a

total change in their present habits and moral character, very few indeed will

think of saving it.
And as to the manner of establishing the fact, that they have acquired the
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money honestly, this appears to be almost. impossible. Mr.President Wra
proposes the establishment of a tribunal, before which the Investigation is to be
entered into; but we are not told by what rule of evidence this tribunal is to
go to work. If a Slave produces two or three thousand guilders, which it
would take a long time to bring together in a fair way, how is he to prove that
he had accumulated them by honest labour! The ordinary way of tradesmen
shewing from their books the profits of their trade, cannot be expected from
untutored Slaves; therefore that which in all other cases constitutes proof is
out of the question, unless recourse should be had to an oath to be taken by the
Slave, which I think should be going too far.
The difficulty is felt by Mr. President Wray; he therefore qualifies it, by

calling it reasonable proof, a presumption from general habits and conduct,
that the money produced by the Slave is the saving of his honest labour.
I would ask, if a Slave produces the fullest proof of good conduct and indus.
trious habit in service of his master, what reasonable proof or even presumption
can that be, that the money is the saving of his honest labour, when it is clear
that the more assiduously and diligently he devotes his time to his master’s ser.
vice, the less he is able to acquire and save money from other honest labour,
Earl Bathurst proposes, as an additional guard, that the Slave should produce a
certificate of good conduct for five years from the Protector: with this his
honour, Mr, President Wray, is not satisfied, because, says he, in @ population
ofmore than 70,000 Slaves, the Protector cannot be acquainted with individual
character, and therefore he proposes as an amendment, that the existenceof
this habit and good conduct should be shewn before the same tribunal that in-
quired into the manner the property was obtained. But his Honour omits to
state what better means of information his tribunal would have more than the
Protector. I apprehend that both of them are pretty well upon a par in this
respect, for it is impossible for both. Dut I see in this part of the plan a great
danger for the Slaves themselves, if masters not very scrupulouslydisposed
should have recourse to unfair treatment of their Slaves, and by repeatedly
bringing their names for alleged offences on the punishment record book, with
a view to depreciate their characters, and thereby to put it out of their power
to establish a five years good character.

Asa last resource, by way of check, Earl Bathurst proposes a proviso to be
adopted, that a Slave duly convicted of larceny should be incapacitatedfrom
purchasing hisfreedom, at leastfor a certain number ofyears. I am far from
wishing to press with undue severity on the character of the Slaves, but such as
they now are, I know them so well, that if this proviso be adopted and fairly
executed, it must totally paralyse the whole system of compulsory manumis-
sion: certainly this cannot be the intention ; but until the moral character of
the Slave undergoes a change, it would be the certain effect. Through the
whole of the argument on this subject, the character of the Slave is entirely
mistaken, It is assumed that thefts are not generally practised by Slaves, and
that they are only individual instances, which cannot be urged against general
measures, The very reverse is the case. I undertake to assert, that there is
not a plantation in the Colony wherea certain quantity of materials and of pro-
duce is not fraudulently substracted by the Slaves, more or less, according to
the facility they have to dispose of it.” An enlightened member of the Barba-
does Legislature has lately publicly stated, that no less than 10 per cent. of the
‘produce is annually stolen by the Slaves. 1 do not pretend to fix the quantum
here; it depends entirely on the greater or lesser facility to take, and to dispose
of whatis taken. That this immoral principle has not been better checked, is
certainly in a great measure attributable to the great lenity with which Slaves
are punished when detected. The same crime for which a white man in
‘England possibly suffers death, but certainly undergoes transportation, is only
visited here with a few lashes on the Slave, and even these are not always in-
flicted, because it would be an almost endless thing if the whip was used for
every larceny.
Thus the Slave is become inured to his fraudulent propensities; and the

enactment now proposed could only tend to stimulate his ingenuity in the
commission of theft, and thus to increase the crime itself. Let those who
are practically acquainted with the present character of the Slaves, lay theirhands on their hearts, and say whether there is any exaggeration in what I say.
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The objection, formerly stated, of the danger that individuals, or even so-
cieties, might raise money for a Slave with which to purchase his freedom, is
met with this answer, that the samefavour which wouldprocure the moneyfor
the manumission, would probably secure the Slave’s well-being afterwards,
But how does this meet the case of females made free for illicit purposes? I
will not expatiate on this part. As to the danger of money being raised by sub-
scription, the possibility of it is not denied; but it is said that measures might
easily be taken to defeat such a plan, if, indeed, provisions might not be
introduced in the law itself to prevent it. It is greatly to be regretted that
Mr. President Wray, who, it is clear, well sees the danger, by proposing to ex-
clude money thus obtained, and therefore adopts the foregoing sentence from
Earl Bathurst’s despatch, has not been kind enough to take the trouble of
pointing out what are those easy measures and legislative provisions, by which
the plan can either be defeated or prevented. He has nothing of a specific na-
ture to offer as a guard against the danger which he admits to exist. This
shows the insurmountable difficulties with which the subject is surrounded;
and shall that be called an act of prudence, by which we abandon a sound and
just principle, with our eyes open to the daagers arising from it, and leaving
all checks or remedies to every future chance ?

Indeed, this system of the Slave’s raising money to purchase his freedom is
fraught with every tendency to debase his moral character instead of elevating
it. The best disposed among them, that is, those of orderly and peaceable con-
duct might in their present unenlightened state be induced to resort to vile
stratagems in order to obtain the boon held out to them of purchasing freedom,
the great blessing of which they consider to consist in idleness. It is not an unfre-
guent occurrence even now, that Slaves and these not of a profligate character,
do cause small wounds on their feet or legs which they neglect, purposely to
turn them into sores for the sake of being admitted in the sick house, and there
to spend their time in idleness ; and if they were aware of the existence of the
enactment now contemplated, it is not unlikely that many would use means to
reduce themselves from a healthy to an unhealthy state, in order, that from their
apparent condition, their value be lessened, and the price put upon them be
brought down toa level with their means ofpurchasing. Their moral character,
such as it now is, would in like, be further endangered by it, as it would afford a
temptation to lessen his value by depreciating his character; one hitherto indus-
trious and comparatively sober, might thus turn an idler and a drunkard, merely
to have a better chance to obtain freedom. Those of a profligate character,
although probably able working people, would leave no vice impractised to
accomplish their end. If such are the consequences to which it may lead,
would it not directly defeat the professed object of improving the habits and
characters of the Slaves? If it be supposed that such a motive could not
operate very generally at present, I answer, that the new regulations are
intended to effect a change in the character of the Slaves, and as no depen-
dence can be placed on their moral feelings, it is impossible to calculate
favourably on the future effects from the visible relaxation of discipline which
the new regulations have already brought in action, particularly on the
females.
Having adverted to the material parts of the proposition before the Court, I

have only one word to say on the amplification on the Trinidad Order now pro-
posed by Mr. President Wray, by which a Slave wishing to purchase his freedom
must also be prepared to purchase that of his family, limiting it to husbands,
wives, and children, as well as fo reputed husbands, wives, and children. At
first view, this appears rather a bar thana facility to obtaining freedom ; but this
aside, if, as I conceive it to be, an irremediable injury may be done to the
owner by the loss of only one Slave, what must it be, if at the will of one Slave
he must be deprived of a whole family? Andifthere is any weight in the danger
which I apprehend from the fraudulent means by which money may be obtained
for the purchase of a single Slave, the present proposition is certainly calculated
to increase these frauds in proposition to the numbers making a family.
The motive assigned for this supposed improvement on the Trinidad Order

is certainly of a praiseworthy moral character, viz: To strengthen in the Slave
population the ties arising from the sacred obligations of matrimony. This
‘would sound very well, if his Honour had not extended it to reputed husbands,
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wives,.and children, for this has more the appearance of encouraging the con.
tinuance of an illicit connexion than to suppress it, and seems even to force it
on the parties rather than supporting the marriage clause. I cannot omit here
stating a fact which has happened within a few days. A coffee plantation
(L’Oratorie) is about being publicly sold, and on a division of the families of
Slaves, one man claimed as his own, four reputed wives and their children,
The four women too, all claimed this man for their reputed husband, and they
all together insisted on being sold with him. This would make a puzzling
subject for legislation.
What I have hitherto said belongs to the essential parts of what is laid before

the Court for its consideration. If my arguments are weakly expressed, it is
much owing to the difficulty of the task of contending with the opinions coming
from the highest authority. J prefer the name ofa weak arguer to theslightest
appearance of arrogance or intemperance, but being called upon by duty to give
my opinion, and to assign my reasons for it, J should act unworthily if I did not
state them such as they may be to the best of my humble abilities. In the same
spirit of candour, I now approach somewhat nearer Mr.President Wray’s proposi-
tion, that, under all circumstances, there is less danger to be apprehended fromthe
Court's adopting, from its own motive, the principle of compulsory manumission,
than if it was to be enacted by a direct Order in Council. In this I can by no
means agree. I understand from Earl Bathurst's despatch, that His Majesty’s
Government expects that the clause shall be adopted by this Court, in the terms
expressed by his Lordship, and to which I conceive the Court to be confined,
If then, this Court cannot conscientiously do what his Lordship expects; and if its
representations are not allowed to have any weight, we certainly must expect
the enactment by Royal authority, with the modifications and provisoes con-
tained in Earl Bathurst’s last despatch. The danger is always the same. It is
true, I see, that his Honour has ventured to substitute some provisions of his
own making to those suggested by Earl Bathurst, and that he still expects
important results from future communications with Government. I cannot
know upon what authority his Honour’s speculations are grounded, but I read
distinctly in his Lordship’s despatch, that 2 is for the last time, that he brings
the regulations under the consideration ofthe Court. 1 therefore think that if
Mr. President Wray supposes that his amendments of Lord Bathurst’s pro-
visions would meet with any attention on the part of his Lordship, (if so, that
they deserve it), I fear his Honour is too sanguine in his expectations. Upon
the whole, I do not see what additional danger can be expected from trusting at
once to His Majesty’s paternal goodness, yet to avert from the Colony an evil
which the Court does not feel itselfjustified in imposing on it. His Honour’s
great object seems to be, to have only the declaration of the Court, that it admits
the abstract principle of compulsory manumission ; the qualifying parts might
remain an object of future uncertain discussion; with me the difficulty lies in
admitting the principle which I cannot conscientiously recognize, and I can
have no hesitation distinctly to state why, if the evil must come, I prefer it to
originate with His Majesty’s Government.

If I acceed to the principle (independentof my acting against a sense of duty,
which I cannot do,) I make- myself responsible to my fellow Colonists for all
the dangers and losses which [ foresee from the measure, and should their ruin
hereafter be the consequence, they might by an act of mine then be barred from
claiming and obtaining that full compensation to which they are and will
remain entitled, at least their right of compensation might be called in question
if the enactment had originated with the Court in any shape whatever. If it
is done by the supreme authority of His Majesty’s Government without any
intervention of this Court, the right of hereafter claiming full compensation
remains uninjured. This is one of my great aims; I wish to protect, as far as
in me lies, the property of the Colonists. I wish also to protect the rights of
mortgagees and creditors in Europe. I wish to maintain inviolate that good
faith on which the property of the Colony depends, and to give stability to
public and private credit by showing to mortgagees and creditors that they have
never to fear any violation of their rights by this Court.

These are my reasons, for which I continue to hold it to be the duty of this
Court to persist in their former resolutions, and to state them to His Majesty’s
Government in the most respectful manner, with the expression of its humble
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hopes that having, notwithstanding all the difficulties with which it has had
to contend, in every other respect adopted the several clauses recommended
by Earl Bathurst, it has thereby evinced a most submissive readiness to
discharge the duty imposed on it by His Majesty’s Government, when it could
be done without a violation of what the members consider a sacred duty; but

as it continues to view the adoption of the principle of compulsory manumis-
sion, a measure beyond the pale of its power, it humbly trusts that ‘the non-

compliance with the wishes of His Majesty’s Government on this tender
subject shall in no manner be attributed to any other motive than what is

the true one, a sense of paramount duty imposed by the sacred obligation of
an oath.

(Signed) F. P. VAN BERCKEL,

The honourable Member having sat down,

His Honour. Mr. President Wray, rose, and answered the observations of the
honourable Member, as follows:

I should have given the honourable member credit for his assertion, that he

wished to avoid any appearance of intemperance, had the language in which he
has clothed his address arisen in the course of discussion, and not been the result

of a studied and deliberate opinion. Being so, I can apply to it no other terms

than that it is inconsistent, illiberal, and unjust. He has thought fit to indulge

largely in personal reflections on my conduct, and has also given some reasons

why he objects to the measure proposed. It is with the first of these I have at
presenttodeal. My proposal is pronounced to be widely different from that
unanimity which has hitherto marked the conduct of the Court. In what

manner the expression of an individual opinion, recommending the considera-

tion of any measure, is to disturb unanimity, 1 am at a loss to comprehend, but

ifthe fault is in having placed that opinion on the minutes, the record will shew

it was so placed at the desire of the Court; and who was the individual who,
after he had heard my sentiments, was the person to request I would reduce

them to writing, for the purpose not only of being put on the minutes, but of a
copy being sent to each member previously to this session? ‘The honourable

Member who now disapproves of what he himself recommended. He has not

pretended that my verbal opinion is not as faithfully recorded as memory could

allow, for every member must know that the written substance is the same, and

the language in most instances nearly so.
The Honourable Member is well aware that there is nothing invidious in

my use of the expression Colonial Members: he knows that a most fair and

liberal principle has been acted on throughout the numerous discussions on

this weighty matter, namely, not to put any measure to the vote, where the

four Colonial Members were unanimously of opinion that it ought not to be

adopted. And to give full weight to their local experience, the Court has been,

as the minutes shew, repeatedly adjourned, to secure the attendance of the

full number of four Colonial Members, when sickness or any other reason has

prevented their appearance.
What consistency is there in the Honourable Member's fastidious objection

to the term Colonial Members, when in his studied production, he refers toa

separate address of the Colonial Members on this very subject, manumission.

The Honourable Member asserts that the resolution of the 6th September

1825, was entirely framed by me, and is in my handwriting. Can he pretend

to be ignorant, that when the Colonial Members agreed on any point, their

opinion was allowed by the Court to be conelasive, and that I was frequently

requested to embody their opinion in strong, but respectful language; and if

it be true, that this resolution was worded by me, that it required no change,

is that a subject matter I should wish to know, that any Colonial Member can

think requires censure?

The Honourable Member knows, that my opinion throughout on the

manumission clause, has been, and has been frequently expressed, that it,

whether it may prove beneficial or injurious to the Colony, must inevitably be

brought into a law by some power, and that prudence dictated that this should

be the place. The Colonial Members in this, as in every thing else, judged

for themselves, and stated their objections, which I, in this instance, reduced
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into writing ; and it is notorious, that there has not beenone word inserted in our
present Slave code, which has not received the assent of the Colonial Members,
Their opinion regulated the whole; what they desired was carried into law,
what they disliked was rejected. I have frequently, on the Slave question,
pressed what was not adopted ; did I ever carry it to the vote? And is it now
to be termed‘prescribing a line of conduct to the Court generally, and to the
Colonial Members more particularly, and dictating in what manner they shall
give their votes,’ that I suggest what I deem the safest and wisest course for
the Court to pursue; and which the honourable Member thought worthy to
be placed on the minutes, and handed to himself for deliberate reflection}
How grossly inconsistent is his next objection ; that I have ventured to express
my opinion, or that I have placed it on the minutes (I don’t know which) the
honourable Member thinks improper. He now blames me for not Pointing
out the tribunal I have in view; for not stating by what rule of evidence it is
to go to work; neither have I been kind enough to point out those easy
measures and legislative provisions, by which the plan of subscription can be
defeated or prevented. I have abstained, it appears, improperly fromdictating
this. What term would the honourable Member have used, had I, which
I was very near doing, ventured to have brought forward in addition to my
observations, clauses founded on them ready prepared.

I shall not enter into his several objections to the measure; the obvious
intention of the whole is to prevent any discussion of the subject. Ishall
merely observe, that he has misunderstood or misinterpreted the reason Igave
for extending the purchase to reputed husbands, wives, and children. If his
difficulty, when there is more than one wife, be worth any thing, and he
thinks it puzzling, why did he not see the same difficulty in the clause for
Marshal’s sales, which he has approved? Should the Colonial Members
decide not to enter into the discussion of this measure, I think they will act
very unwisely;,but as heretofore, their unanimous opinion will, I make no
doubt, be allowed to prevail.

I have nothing further with which to trouble the Court, than to repeat,
that I consider Mr. Van Berckel’s reflections most illiberal and unjust.

The honourable Member, Mr. Van Berckel, having briefly supported the
general tenor of his observations,

His Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor, expressed his regret at the turn
the discussion had taken, and he felt called upon to state his opinion, that his
Honour, the President, had not been fairly treated, as would be seen in the
paper read by the honourable Member, Mr. Van Berckel ; his Honour having
delivered his opinion at the last meeting of the Court, had placed it on the
minutes at the request of the Members of the Court; he had done so with con-
siderable trouble; and in the arguments adduced, his Excellency saw nothing
which could call for personal animadversion; and his Excellency finally
observed, that had he been aware of the tenor of certain parts of the paper
which had been read, he certainly should have recommended the honourable
Member, Mr. Van Berckel, to revise and alter some of the passages.

His Honour the First Fiscal also expressed himself in terms to a similar
effect with his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor.

His Honour the Second Fiscal regretted that any thing should arise in the
discussion to disturb the unanimity and good feeling which had hitherto been
evinced throughout the whole of the deliberations on this important subject;
and, in his view of the case, nothing in the opinions placed on the Minutes by
his Honour the President, called for the animadversion of the Honourable
Member.
The Honourable James Allan stated, that, in his opinion on the question

now under consideration, he concurred generally in the principle of the argu-
ments urged by the honourable Member, Mr. Van Berckel, as to the manu-
mission clause, and declared that he could not conscientiously vote for that
measure, considering that in so doing he should invade the rights of his con-
stituentsandfellow colonists; he doubted, in fact, whether he had the power
vested in him so to invade their property.

Baron Van Grovestins then expressed a sitnilar view and opinion with the
Honourable James Allan.-



 

DEMERARA. 135

“The honourable Member, Mr. M‘Kenzie, also stated, that he fully agreed in
the opinion of his colleagues, the honourable Members James Allan and Baron

Van Grovestins.
The Court then adjourned until Wednesday the 2d of August next, at 12

oclock.

No. 3.

Extractfrom the Minutesof the Proceedings of the Honourable the Court of
Policy of the Colony and dependent Districts of Demerara and Essequeho,
at its Ordinary Assembly, held at the Colony House.

George Town, Demerara, Wednesday, the 2d of August 1826.
(After Prayers.)

HIS Honour the President observed, that the tendency of the remarks of
some of the Court on Monday, was to consider the admissibility of the manu-
mission clause, asa subject not necessary to be discussed; if they had been led
to that conclusion by the arguments of Mr. Van Berckel, he could not agree
with theirs, as in a due course of reasoning the positions advanced by him ought
to producea contrary effect.

If Mr. Van Berckel considered some parts of the measure impracticable,
others as not likely to be admitted by Lord Bathurst, others, again, as defec-
tively explained by his Honour; all which his Honour contended at some
length were the strongest possible reasons for entering fully and deliberately
into the discussion, to attempt to remove these difficulties; so little could he
anticipate that the measure was not to be attempted to be so modified as to make
it possible to adopt it, that he had prepared a draft during the leisure afforded
him by his recent illness, putting into form the principles be had on the3d
July last suggested. This he did not intend to place un the minutes, not that
he was deterred by the remarks he might expect from Mr. Van Berckel, but
that he doubted his own experience and abilities, and the correctness of a draft

prepared when he was in some measure weakened by sickness. If the Court
wouldentertain. the question, he should be glad to offer this sketch as the out-
line of any measure which might be adopted.

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor having observed that he conceived

the draft alluded to by his Honour should be now read by the Secretary, as

without it the members would not have the advantage of being in possession of
the whole of his Honour’s views, and of the practical details of the measure
brought forward by him, and as it contained the outline of the means by which

his Honour had proposed to bring into operation the manumission clause, he
thought the members should have had an opportunity of forming a judgment

upon it before they should be called upon to give an opinion on the clause itself.

The draft of his Honour, Mr. President Wray, then read by the Secretary—
whereupon

His Honour, the Second Fiscal Bagot, then moved, with the permission of
his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, that his Honour, Mr. President
Wray, be requested to allow the foregoing draft of an Act, intended as an out-

line thereof, relative to his proposition on the manumission clause, to be placed

in this day’s minute.
His Honour, Mr. President Wray, stated that he had no objection to the

draft being placed on the minutes, although he had not intended it, and con-

sidered it very imperfect. His Honour adding, that he should not vote on the
question himself.
The Honourable Members, James Allan and C. A. Baron Van Grovenstins,

in giving their vote in fayour of the motion, took occasion to express their sense
of the obligation the Colony was under to his Honour for the great trouble he

had been at in framing the proposition he had been so good as to lay before the
Court, stating that however they might differ from the view he had taken
of this question, they could not but consider his exertions deserving of great
raise,

P The motion of his Honour, the Second Fiscal, was then declared carried,

the Honourable Member F. P. Van Berckel stating that he should not vote on
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it, having already expressed a contrary opinion on the principle of the clause in
question.
1 His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor then directed theSecretary to take
the opinions of the respective Colonial members on the question, whether they
should now proceed to discuss the manumission clause, on the principle detailed
in the proposition of his Honour Mr. President Wray, before the Court, or on
that laid down in Earl Bathurst’s despatch of the 25th of February last, and the
Secretary having formally collected their opinions, the Honourable Members
James Allan, C. A. the Baron Van Grovenstins, and George M‘Kenziestated,
that having already expressed their opinion, that the principle of manumission
against the will of the owner, is a direct violation of the sacred right of pro-

rty, and the paper now brought on the minutes having that principle for its
Pasi, although under certain limitations, they cannot enter into the considera-
tion of it.
The Honourable F. P. Van Berckel declaring to adhere to his opinion already

given on this question,
The Court finally resolved that his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor be

requested to transmit to Earl Bathurst a copy of the minutes of their late deli-
berations upon this subject, with the reiterated expression of their sincere regret
that they have been altogether unable, from the weighty reasons which they
have herein set forth, to meet more nearly the wishes and recommendations of
His Majesty’s Government.

 

Mr. President Wray’s Draft.

AND it is further ordered, that if any uamarried Slave, or any Slave not
having a reputed husband, or wife, and being of the age of 21 years, shall be
desirous to purchase his or her freedom; or if any married Slave, or any Slave
having a reputed husband or wife, shall be desirous to purchase his or her
freedom, together with the freedom of such husband or wife, or reputed
husband or wife ; and if the owner or representative of the owner of any such
Slave or Slaves shall be unwilling to effect his, her, or their manumission, or
shall, by reason of any mortgage, settlement, lease, or other charge upon, or
interest in, such Slave or Slaves being vested in any other person orpersons,be
unable to execute the valid and effectual manumission of any such Slave or
Slaves, or if the owner, or his representative, or any other person having an
interest in any such Slave or Slaves shall be a minor, or a married woman, or
idiot, or lunatic, or if the real and true owner of any such Slave or Slaves shall
be absent from the Colony, or shall not be known, or if any suit or action
shall be depending in the Court of Justice wherein the title to the said Slave or
Slaves, or the right to his or their services shall or may be in controversy; or
if the owner, or the representative of the owner of any such Slave or Slaves
shall demand, as the price of his, her, or their freedom, a greater sum of money
than may be the fair and just estimate of the loss which the owner may sustain
by the act of manumission—then, and in each and every of the cases aforesaid,
the President or acting President of the Court of Justice, on application to
him for that purpose, made by the Protector of Slaves (who shall, previously
to making the same, ascertain that there are reasonable grounds for such appli-
cation,) shall issue a summons, requiring the owner or representative of the
owner, of such Slave or Slaves, or in case the owner or his representative is not
‘Known, then the person or persons under whose direction such Slave or Slaves
may be, to appear before him by themselves, or their agents, at some con-
venient time and place to be for that purpose appointed, and notice shallalsobe
published by the said Protector of Slaves, in the Royal Gazette of the Colony,
on three several days, of the time and place appointed for the purpose aforesaid;
and in such notice, all persons having, or claiming to have, any title or interest
in or to the Slave or Slaves proposed to be manumitted, either in their own
right, or as the Guardian, Attorney, or Executor of any other person, shall be
required to attend and prefer such claim-—Provided always, that no female
Slave, having a child or children under the age of years, shall be
allowed to purchase her own freedom without at the same time purchasing the
freedom of such child or children.
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And it is hereby further ordered, That at the time and place to be
appointed as aforesaid, thePresident, or acting President, in the presence of the
Protector of Slaves, and also in the presence of such person or persons who
shall have been duly summoned, as hereinbefore provided, or (upon proof being
made to him upon oath of the due service of such summons, and publication of
such notice, as aforesaid then, if necessary) in the absence of such person or
ersons shall proceed to hear in a summary way, what may be alleged by the

said Protector of Slaves by such person or persons so summoned, if appearing,
or other persons claiming any interest in the Slave proposed to be manumitted,
and in case the parties or any of them shall refuse to effect any such manumis-
sion, or if it shall appear to the said President or acting President that a valid
and effectual manumission of any such Slave or Slaves cannot legally be effected
by private contract, or if the said President or acting President shall find that
the owner of any such Slave or Slaves, or that any person having any charge
upon, or interest in him, her, or them, is a minor, or married woman, or idiot,
or lunatic, or that the real and true owner of any such Slave or Slaves, or that
any person having any charge upon, or interest in him, her, or them, is absent
from the Colony, or cannot be found, or that any suit or action is depending
in the Court of Justice, wherein the title to the said Slave or Slaves, or the
right to his, her, or their service is in controversy, or if it shall appear to the
said President or acting President that any difference of opinion exists between
the Protector of Slaves and the owner, or the representative of the owner of
any such Slave or Slaves, respecting the fair and just estimate of the loss which
the owner may sustain by the act of manumission, then, and in every such
case, the President or acting President shall require the Protector of Slaves, and
the person or persons who have been summoned, and appeared as before
mentioned, or other person or persons who shall have proved any interest in,
or title to the said Slaves, to nominate each an appraiser; such person or per-

sons one, and the Protector of Slaves one, and the President or acting President
shall himself nominate two persons, one of whom shall be chosen by such
person or persons who have been sunsmoned, and appeared as aforesaid, or by
such person or persons as shall have proved any interest or title as aforesaid, to
bean umpire between such appraisers. And the said appraisers, being first
duly sworn to make a fair, impartial, and just estimate of the loss which the
owner may sustain by the act of manumission, shall, within one calendar month
next after such their appointment, make a joint estimate of such loss, and_ shall
certify such estimate to the President or acting President, under their hands
and seals. And in case such joint certificate shall not be delivered to the said
President or acting President, within the said term of one calendar month, then
the said umpire so chosen as aforesaid, being first duly sworn in the same
manner as the appraisers, shall, within one calendar month after he is so
sworn, certify his estimate of such loss to the President or acting President, and
the estimate to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers,
or, in their default, by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and
shall be entered and enrolled in the office of the Secretary of the Colony.
And whereas it is uncertain that freed persons will not continue to labour

unless they have previously acquired habits of industry, and it is therefore ne-
cessary that manumission should be the result and rewardof habitual industry,
and the right to purchase his freedom should be confined on the Slave only
where the money is raised by thefruits of his honest earnings, it is hereby fur-
ther ordered, that it shall be the duty of the appraisers of the owner’s loss, or
of the umpire, as the case may be, to interrogate the Slave or Slaves who seek
to be manumitted, and also by any other means to ascertain, if a single Slave,
that the money is the fruit of his or her industry, or if a family, that it is the
fruit of the industry of the whole or of some part of such family, or if the pur-
chase-money has been left by the will of a relation or acquired by descent, then
to ascertain, if a single Slave, that he or she is a person of industrious babits,
and if a family, that the head of the family is so.
And where the appraisers, or the umpire, as the case may be, find that the

purchase-money is the fruit of the honest industry of the Slave or Slaves seek-
ing to be manumitted, it shall be their or his duty so to certify; and where the
money has been left by the will of a relation, or acquired by descent, and they
or he find that the single Slave, or the head of the family seeking to be manu-

Former despateh.

Last despateh,
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mitted, is a person of industrious habits, then to give a certificate to that effect .
and unless such certificate as the respective cases may require be produced the
President, or acting President, shall not be authorized to certify that the‘pro-
ceedings required by Law for the manumission of the Slave or Slaves have been
duly had before him.
And it is further ordered, that it shall not be lawful for any Slave or Slaves

to purchase his, her, or their freedom against the consent of the owner, with an
money which has been either lent, given, or which has been raised by either
private or public subscription.
And it is hereby further ordered, that upon payment into the office of the

Secretary of the Colony, of the amount of the loss so estimated as aforesaid
after deducting therefrom the expenses of the appraisement to be allowed by
the President or acting President, the said Secretary shall grant to theProtector
of Slaves a receipt for the money so received by him; and such receipt shall be
duly enrolled in the Secretary’s office, together with a certificate under the
hand of the President or acting President, that the proceedings required by
Law for the manumission of the Slave or Slaves by whom such money was paid
have been duly had before him; and thereupon such Slave or Slavesshall
be, and be deemed, taken, and reputed to be free to all intents and purposes
whatsoever,
And it is further ordered, that the money to arise from the manumission of

any Slave or Slaves, by virtue of the proceedings before mentioned, shall and
may be laid out and invested under the authority of the President or acting
President, on the application of any person or persons interested therein in the
purchase of any other Slave or Slaves; or if the right to such money be in dis.
pute, or the owner or owners of it not duly or legally represented, then it may
be lawful for the President or acting President so to invest it without any ap-
plication made to him for that purpose. Aud if such money shall not be so in.
vested, then such money shall remain in the hands of the Secretary, without
interest ; and the said money shall be the property ofthe persons who were the
owners of such manumitted Slave or Slaves, and shall be held upon, under, and
subject to, all such trusts, conditions, mortgages, claims, and demands, ofwhat
nature or kind soever, as such Slave or Slaves was or were held upon, under, or
subject to, at such the time of his, her, or their manumission; and the said
Secretary shall hold the said money, subject to such order as the President or
acting President may, upon a summary application of any person interested
therein, see fit tomake; and such money shall by the said Secretary bepaid
applied, and disposed of in pursuance of and obedience to such order.


