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SCHEDULE

Of Correspondence between Ear] Bathurst and the Officers Administering

—_
.

¢
£

6.

7

the Governments in His Majesty’s Possessions in the West Indies,

and on the Continent of South America.

JAMAICA.

Date. 1826. SUBJECT.
March 13,

March 13,

April 12,

May 29,

May 11,

June 12,

June 28,

Oct, 16,

Earl Bathurst to the Duke of Manchester, referring to the Resolus
tions of the House of Commons, and to the Measures recommended
by His Majesty’s Government in 1823, and to the Trinidad Order in
Council of 1824, for the improvement and manumission of the Slave
population; recommending his Grace to communicate to the new Ase
sembly the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords thereto:
intimating his intention of forwarding to his Grace all the measures
contained in the said Order, classed under separate heads, accompa
nied by such explanations as may be necessary, with a view of placing
ina clear light the effect of the provisions which have been misun-
derstood ; and urging that proper steps should be taken for carrying
them into effect — _ —_ _—

Earl Bathurst to the Duke of Manchester, signifying His Majesty’s
pleasure that the Assembly should be dissolved, and requesting his
Grace to use his own discretion as to the time _ —_

Earl Bathurst to the Duke of Manchester, notifying the impossibility
of transmitting by the then Mail the Instractions promised in his
Dispatch of the 13th ult., and signifying that they should be forwarded
by the Jamaica Mail at the commencement of the ensuing Month —

Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, acknowledges the receipt of
No. 3, and intimates his intention of summoning the Legislature at
an early period, to lay before them the Instructions referred to in his
Lordship’s Dispatch of the 13th March — _ _

Earl Bathurst to the Duke of Manchester, incloses the substance of
eight Bills, classing under separate heads the provisions of the
Trinidad Order in Council, for improving the condition of the Slaves,
with such modifications as have been introduced by subsequent
enactments, also Copies of Official Correspondence between his
Lordship and the Governor of Trinidad on that subject; requests
his Grace to lay the same before the Law Officers of the Crown
within his Government, and that as soon as they shall have adjusted
the shape in which those measures can be brought forward he will
introduce them to the consideration of the Legislative Council and
Assembly (Eight Inclosures) _~ _ ~_

Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, Extract of Dispatch, acquainting
his Lordship that he had that day dissolved the House of Assembly,
and had «directed Writs to be prepared for the calling a new Assembly

Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of
No. 5, and it’s Inclosures; stating that Copies thereof had been pre-
pared and transmitted to the Law Officers of the Crown, and that
che should use his utmost endeavour to ensure a favourable reception
by the twobranches of the Legislature of the several important objects
which he is intrusted to submit to their consideration _

Duke of Manchester to Ear) Bathurst, inclosing Copy of bis Speech to
both branches ot the Legislature at the opening of the Session, also
Copies of Addresses trom the Council and Assembly to his Grace,
and his Message sent to the Assembly on the 12th instant, together
with a Document containing in substance all the provisions of the
eight Bills which accumpanied his Lordship’s Dispatch of the ] Ith of
May last; also transmitting Drafts of the Bills altered and adapted
to the usages of the Colony; and stating that his Message had been
referred to a Committee of the whole House (Thirteen Inclosures) ==

Page.

ibid.

ibid.

ibid.
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10.

It.

12.

2,

SCHEDULE.

SUBJECT.
Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Copy of Message from
the House of Assembly, in answer to a Communication made by his
Grace on the 12th ultimo; stating that a Committee of thirteen had
been appointed to revise the Consolidated Slave Law, and a Sub-
Committee of seven nominated, who had gone through the said Law,
and had made many alterations, embracing in the proposed Act several
of the propositions of His Majesty's Government ; and intimating taat
there appeared to be no disposition for the appointment of a Protector
‘and Guardian of Slaves, nor for the regulation of punishments (One
Inclesure)

Date.
Nov,

1826.
13,

— — — _ _

Dec. 23, Duke of Manchester to Ear! Bathurst, Extract of Dispatch, informing
his Lordship that the Council and Assembly had finished their public
business; inclosing Extract from his Speech on the prorogation of the
Assembly; stating that a Bill had been passed for revising the Conso-
lidated Slave Law, and inclosing an Analysis of such Bill, together
with Copies of such Clauses as are entirely new (Three Inclosures)

1627.

Jan. 8, Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, transmitting an authenticated
Copy of the Act, intituled ‘An Act to alter and amend the Slave
Laws," passed in the last Session (Oné Inclosure)

Jan. 8, Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, Extract of Dispatch, stating that
by the abolition of fees and expences on Bills granting privileges, the
Free Population had been very materially benefitted

 

APPENDIX.

1825.

Dec. 31, Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Copyof a Bill * to
enable Slaves to give Evidence in certain Cases, and under certain
Restrictions (One Inclesure)

 

BAHAMAS,
1626.

March13, Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, referring to
the Resolutions of the House of Commons of 1823, to the Act of the
Legislature of 1824, and to the Measures recommended by Govern-
ment, for consolidating the Slave Laws ; and stating his intention of
sending out all the Measures of the Trinidad Order in Council, classed
under separate heads

June 3, President Munnings to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of
No. 1

Earl Bathurst to Officer Administesing the Government, inclosing
the Copy of Hight Bills promised in No. 1; desiring that a Copy
of them, as well as the Dispatch itself, may be transmitted to the Law
Officers of the Crown within his Government, in order to prepare
Dratts of Bills for giving full effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s
‘Government, and requesting that as soon as the shape is’ adjusted
in which they can be brought forward, be will introduce them to
the consideration of the Legislature (Eight Inclosures)

May 2],

Aug. 29. President Munnings to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of
No. 3, and Inclosures, and stating that he had issued a Proclamation
for proroguing the Assembly to the 10th of October —

President Monnings to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copy of his Speech at
the opening of the Session, of the Addresses of the Council and of the
House of Assembly, also his Answer thereto ; notifying that he had
caused Eight Bills to be prepared agreeably to his Lordship’s In-
structions, and inclosing Copy of his Message to the Assembly
ounded thereon (Six Enclosures)

Nov 1.

1627,
8, President Munnings to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Copies of Eight Bills

brought by the Attorney-General before the House of Assembly,
embracing the Measures contained in the I'rinidad Order in Council;
stating that they had b en referred to a Select Committee, but re-
jected by the House; and that by a recommendation of the Com-
mittee a Bill was atcerwards brought in and passed to amend the
Consolidated Slave Act (Eleven Inclosures)

Jan.

Feb. 6, President Munnings to Earl Bathurst, inclosing Copy of a Keport by
the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General on the Slave Melioration
Bills brought betore the Assembly in the last Session (One Inclosure)

Page,

59

60

69

102

ibid.
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108

ibid.
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128



SCHEDULE.

BARBADOES.

Date. 1826. SUBJECT.

March19, Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, referring to
the Resolutions of the House of Commons of 1823, to the Measures
recommended by Government, and to the Trinidad Order in Council
of 1824, for the improvement of the Slave population ; and stating his
intention of sending out all the Measures of the said Order, classed
uuder separate heads _ _ _ _

May 21, Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, inclosing
Copies of the Bills promised in No. 1; also Copies of Official Cor-
respondence between his Lordship and the Governor of Trinidad, and
Licutenant-Governor of Demerara, with instructions how they are to
be introduced to the consideration of the Legislature — _

a Oy Lieut.. Gen. Sir H. Warde to Earl Bathurst, Extract of Dispatch, trans-Sept.
P mitting Copy of his Address to the Legislature (One Inclosure) —

Oct. 4, Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. Warde to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copies of his
Correspondence with the Solicitor-General, on the subject of his
Lordship’s Dispatch of the 21st of May, and stating that it was ex-
pected a new Slave Amelioration Act would pass the House of
Assembly (Five Inclosures) <= _— _ _

Oct, 24,  Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. Warde to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copy ofa Bill
(No. 1.) ‘ For consolidating and bringing into one Act the several
Laws relatingto Slaves,’ with observations thereon ; also Capy of an
Act (No. 2.) ‘ For the encouragement of Baptisins and Marriages
amongst Slaves, and for the due observance of the Sabbath, &c." ;
together with an Act (No. 3.) ‘ To remove pecuniary impediments
to the manumission of Slaves, and to extend the benefit of testimony
to Free Persons manumitted not aécording to the Laws of this Island,
and to repeal Acts and parts of Acts relating thereto” (Twenty-
eight Inclosures) — _ _ _ _

er meer

- Page.

197

ibid.

203
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PAPERS

RESPECTING THE

SLAVE POPULATION IN THE WEST INDIES,

&e. &e. &e.

 

JAMAICA.

No. 1.

My Lorp, Downing Street, 13th March 1826.

WHENL had the honour of communicating to your Grace the resolutions
of the House of Commons in 1823, you were instructed to bring under the
consideration of the Council and Legislative Assembly of Jamaica, some
of the measures which his Majesty’s government recommended for im-

proving the condition of the Slave population.—In 1824 I had the honour of
communicating to your Gracea copy of the Trinidad Order in Council, con-
taining, with the others, the further measures which his Majesty’s Govern-

ment considered it to be their duty to propose for carrying into effect, in

his Majesty’s Colonies, the Resolutions of the House of Commons. The

measures recommended in these communications provided,—First, for the
improvement of the condition of the Slave population.—Sccondly, for the

manumission of Slaves, on such principles as would give to the Slaves, on
the one hand,a means of acquiring their freedom, or that of their families,
and on the other, secure to the planter, by an equitable appraiscment, a full

indemnification for the loss which he might experience by their manumis-
sion.

In directing your Grace to lay this order before the Council and Legis-
lative Assembly, I thought it desirable in the first instance, that it should
be left for them to proceed in such a manner as might appear to them ad-

visable for taking all these several measures under their consideration.

Your Grace has since then twice called the attention of the assembly to
these measures, and has at last had the painful duty to inform me that you

are afraid there is no hope of persuading the present House of Assembly

to do any thing effectual on the subject.
I consequently have to convey to you, in a separate despatch, his Ma-

jesty’s commands for their dissolution.
You will, on addressing yourself to a new assembly, have to communi-

eate to them the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords with the
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resolutions of the House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring —
the whole subject under the consideration of this assembly iu a more dis-
tinct shape, I shall take an early opportunity of sending out to your Grace
all the measures contained in the Order of Council, classed under separate
heads, and accompanied with such explanations as may be necessary, with
aview of placing in a clear light the effect of some of those provisions
which I have reason to believe have been misunderstood.
On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for

having Bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in
such manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of Jamaica.
When these Bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to

be brought under the consideration of the assembly, so that the assembly
may have them separately before them, and either pass them in the shape
in which they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifica-
tions of their provisions as the assembly may deem expedient, unless
(what I anxiously deprecate) they should come to the decision of reject-
ing them.
The new assembly will thus be placed in full possession of all which his

Majesty’s government contemplate for carrying into effect the resolutions
of the two Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations will
enable his Majesty's governinent to judge whether it will be necessary to
take any other course for the attainment of that object.

If your Grace should have it in your power to announce to me that the
council and assembly have agreed to Bills substantially carrying into effect
all the several measures which have thus been brought under their con-
sideration, it will only remain for me, in communicating to you his Majesty's
allowance of these Bills, to congratulate you and the legislature of Jamaica,
on the establishment of a system both for improving the condition of theSlave population, and for providing for the manumission of Slaves, or oftheir families, ona principle of equitable appraisement, which system will
have fully carried into effect the resolutions of the two Houses ofParlia-ment.—Nothing will then remain but to provide for the improvement ofthe judicial system, and for its accommodation to the present state of thewhole community, including the Slave population. The means of accom-plishing this object will be facilitated by the report of the Commissionersof legal inquiry, who, as your Grace is aware, are now employed for thatpurpose, in the examination of the constitution and practice of all thecourts ofjustice in the Island.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) BATHURST.His Grace The Duke of Manchester,

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 2.

My Lorp, Downing Street, 18th March 1826.
_ YOUR Grace having, in your Despatch of the 22d December, 1825,
informed me, that “ you are afraid after so many repeated trials, thatthere is no hope of persuading the present House of Assembly to do anything effectual for the relief of the Slaves,” I am to signify his Majesty’spleasure, that the present Assembly be dissolved, and your Grace willexercise your discretion as to the period when this necessary measure shalltake place.

I have, &c.

(Signed) BATHURST,His Gruce the Duke of Manchester,
&e, &e. &e.



JAMAICA. 3

No. 3.

My Lorp, Downing-Street, 12th April 1826.

1T has been found impossible to transmit by the present mail theinstruc-

tions which I have given you reason to expect in my despatch of the 13th
ultimo.
At the same time these instructions are already so far prepared, as to

enable me to inform you with certainty, that they will be transmitted by

the Jamaica mail at the commencement of the ensuing month, and you will

not fail to summon the Legislature, for the consideration of the various

important points which are therein involved, at as early a period as will be

compatible with the convenient attendance of the members.
I have, &c.,

 

(Signed) BATHURST.

His Grace The Duke of Manchester,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 4.

My Lorn, King’s House, Jamaica, 29th May 1826.

[ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your Lordship's

despatch, marked circular, of 12th ultimo, stating that your Lordship

proposes to transmit to me by the mail of this month, the instructious re-

ferred to in your Lordship’s despatch of 13th of March last. AndI shall

not fail to summon the legislature for the consideration of the various im-

portant points which are therein involved, at as early a period as may be

compatible with the convenient ‘attendance of the members.

 

I have, &c.,
(Signed) MANCHESTER.

The Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

No. 5.

My Lorp, Downing Street, 11th May 1826.

IN my despatch to your Grace dated the 13th of March last, I had the

honour to announce to you that Ishould take an early opportunity of send-

ing out to your Grace all the measures contained in the Order in Council

for improving the condition of Slaves in Trinidad, classed under separate

heads,
I now enclose the substance of eight Bills, in which will be found all the

provisions of the Order in Council of the 10th of March, 1824, for improv-

ing the condition of Slaves in the Island of Trinidad, with all such modi-

fications of that Order as have been introduced by any subsequent enact-

inents. These eight enclosures are to be thus classed. First :—The Office

of the Protector and Guardian of Slaves. Secondly :—The Admission of

the Evidence of Slaves in Civiland Criminal Cases, Thirdly :—The Manu-

mission of Slaves. Fourthly :—The Intermarriage of Slaves. Fifthly :—The

Observance of Sunday, and the Abolition of Public Markets on that Day.

Sixthly:—The Acquisition of Property by Slaves, and the Establishment

of Savings Banks for the better Protection of it. Seventhly :—The Sepa-

ration of Families under judicial Process. And, Eighthly:—The Punish-
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ment of Slaves, with the Record to be kept of such Punishments when-
inflicted by the Authority of the Owner.
To each of these enclosures I have subjoined notes explanatory of the

deviations which may be found in them, from the rules originally promul-
gated in the Order in Council of the 10th of March, 1824.

I have also the honour to enclose copies of my official correspondence
on this subject with the Governor of Trinidad, and the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Demerara. From the perusal of that correspondence your Grace
will learn the views which have been taken by his Majesty’s government
of the various objections which have been successively urged against the
different provisions of the Order in Council, and will perceive what parts
of that law are regarded as of primary and essential importance.
Tam perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing in

this country, on so comprehensive a subject, enactments which are to have
their operation in Jamaica. I am aware also, that uponsome of the topics
comprised in these enclosures, the wishes of his Majesty’s government
have already, to a certain extent, been anticipated by the existing laws of
the Island, and that, without a very intimate and practical acquaintance
with those laws, it may, perhaps, be impracticable to frame, with safety,
new legislative provisions, on the same or similar subjects.

In transmitting, therefore, to you, the enclosed papers, I do not pro-
pose them as drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, nor
probably, without some material alterations. My object in this communi-
cation has rather been to explain anew, under separate heads, and in the
fullest manner, the measures which his Majesty’s government desire to in-
troduce; and I have for this purpose adopted the form and language of
legislative acts, because in no other way could those views be explained
with equal accuracy and precision, His Majesty will, however, be ready
to confirm any laws in which the legislature of Jamaica may effectually
imbody these principles, and give effect to those intentions, however much
such laws may depart from the enclosed papers in arrangement, language,
or minor details.
You will, therefore, immediately on receiving this despatch, make a con-

fidential communication on the subject, to the law officers of the crown
within your government, transmitting to thema copy of this despatch, and
its enclosures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the
drafts of as many distinct Bills as they may think best adapted for giving
full and complete effect to the wishes of his Majesty’s government as ex.plained in the enclosures. In performing this duty, they will, of course,
have regard not only to such local circumstances as may necessarily affect
the form and language of those enactments, but also to any of the existing
laws of the colony in which the same or similar provisions may be found.They will also consider how far a consolidation of such former Acts withthe projected Bills may be practicable or convenient, and they will reportto you, in writing, every material observation which they may have to offerupon the form and structure of the proposed laws.
AS soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these mea-

sures Can be most properly brought forward, you will take the most con-venient method in your power for introducing them to the consideration ofthe legislative council and assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind
your Grace of the necessity of proceeding on this occasion with such dis-cretion, and with such a regard to the constitutional privileges of the
council and assembly, as to afford no reasonable cause for any jealousy,or complaint on the part of those bodies. Upon this subject your Grace
will exercise your own judgment with all the advantages to be derivedfrom your long and intimate acquaintance with the established usages of
the colonial legislature.
Your Grace will transmit to me, with the least possible delay, a report ofthe progress which may have been made in carrying those intentions ofhis Majesty’s government into effect; and at the conclusion of the session,you will report to me, in reference to each clause contained in each of theenclosures of this despatch, the reasons which may prevent the adoption of
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any of those clauses, distinguishing with precision, what parts of the whole
have been enacted, and what parts have been rejected by the legislature,
In those cases where the existence of previous enactments may have been
thought to render any further legislation unnecessary, your Grace will, at
the same time, transmit to me copics of such previous enactments.

I have thus once more directed your attention to this most important
subject; and I cannot close the present despatch without again reminding
your Grace that his Majesty’s government will feel the most lively interest
in the result of the deliberations of the legislative council and assembly in
the ensuing session. I am not disposed to anticipate the continued rejec-
tion of enactments so earnestly and anxiously looked for by both Houses
of Parliament, and by every class of society in this kingdom. On the
contrary, I must still hope that it will shortly be in my power to lay before
his Majesty, Acts of the assembly of Jamaica, fully carrying into effect the
spirit of the various provisions, which, by his Majesty’s commands, I have
now the honour to transmit to your Grace.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) BATHURST,
His Grace the Duke of Manchester,

&e. &e. &e.

 

Heads of aBillfor establishing within the Island of Jamaica an Officer to be
called ** The Protector and Guardian of Slaves.”

Cravuse I.—Tuere shall be hereafter, within the Island of Jamaica, an
officer to be called ‘* The Protector and Guardian of Slaves,” who shall be
appointed to such his office by his Majesty, to hold the same during his
Majesty’s pleasure ; and such appointment shall be made by a warrant to
be issued under his Majesty's signet and sign manual.
Cause 2.—In the event of the death of the said protector and guardian

of Slaves,—or of his resignation—or of his bodily or mental incapacity—
or of his removal or suspension from office—or of his temporary absence
from the island—the governor shall appoint a proper person to act as the
deputy protector or guardian of Slaves until his Majesty’s pleasure shall
be known.

Crausz 3.—The protector and guardian of Slaves shall at all times per-
form his duty in person, and not by deputy, excepting only in those cases in
which the governoris expressly authorized toappointa deputy for that purpose.
Crause 4.—The protector and guardian of Slaves shall, before entering

on the execution of his office, take and subscribe before the governor, an
oath in the following words; riz., “1, A. B. do swear that I will, to the
best of my knowledge and ability, faithfully execute and perform the du-
ties of the protector and guardian of Slaves in the Island ofJamaica, with-
out fear, favour, or partiality. So help me God.”

“ The same oath shall also be taken and subscribed by the deputy pro-
tector and guardian.
Crausr 5.—Neither the protector and guardian of Slaves, nor any de-

puty, shall be the owner of any plantation within the Island of Jamaica or
its dependencies, or of any Slave employed upon any plantation, or in any
kind of agriculture; and shall not have any interest in, or any mortgage or
security upon, any such plantation or Slave ; and shall not be competent to
act as the manager, overseer, agent, or attorney, for or upon any plantation
in the island; nor as the guardian, trustee, or executor of any person
having any such plantation or any Slaves, If the protector and guardian
of Slaves shall acquire, or hold in his own right, or in that of his wife, or
in trust for any other person, any plantation in the island, or any Slaves
employed in any plantation, or in any kind of agriculture ; or any interest
in, or any mortgage or security upon, any such plantation or Slaves; or
shall act as such manager, oversccr, agent, attorney, guardian, trustee, or
executor, as before mentioned, he shall thenceforth, de facto, cease to be
protector and guardian, and forfeit his office.
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Crause 6.—Provided that all the acts of the protector and guardian of
Slaves, done after such forfeiture of office, and before the office is declared
void by public notice in the Gazette of the island, shall be as effectual as
if no such forfeiture and vacancy of the office had taken place.

Ciause 7.—The protector shall constantly reside within the island,
unless he shall obtain a special leave of absence from his Majesty, or from
the governor. The leave of absence shall never exceed [
at any one time, and shall not be granted by the governor, unless it shall
be made to appear to him, upon the oath of some medical practitioner, that
such temporary absence is necessary for the preservation or recovery of
the health of the protector and guardian of Slaves.
Cause 8.—The protector and guardian of Slaves shall keep a public

office in the [ jof £ }, and shall attend there
on such days, and during such hours of the day, as the governor shall
from time to time appoint; and shall keep at such office, and not else-
where, all public records, books, and papers relating to his office.
Cause 9.~—Some proper person shall be appointed by the governor in

every parish of the island, to be the assistant protector and guardian
of Slaves in that parish; and such assistant protectors and guardians shall,
in their respective parishes, be assisting the protector and guardian of
Slaves in the execution of the duties of his office; and shall carry into
execution such lawful instructions as they may receive from himin refer.
ence to such duties: Provided that such assistant protectors and guardians
of Slaves shall always be persons named in the commission of the peace
for the county or parish in which they may be so appointed to act.

Cxiause 10.—The assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves shall hold
such their offices during his Majesty’s pleasure.

Crause 11.—The protector and guardian of Slaves, and his deputy and
assistants, shall respectively receive their salaries in lieu of all fees and
other emoluments; and any such protector and guardian of Slaves, his
deputy or assistant, receiving any fee or emolument besides his salary, in
respect of any act done by him in the execution of his office, shall incur
a fine equal to [ | the amount of what he may so receive,
and shall become disqualified from holding such his office.

Crause 12.—In any prosecution commenced in any courtof justice in
the island, in which any person may be charged with the murder of any
Slave, or with any offence against the person of any Slave, the protector
and guardian shall attend and act as the public prosecutor ; but if the trial
shall take place at the distance of more than [ ] from the

of [ J], the protector and guardian of
Slaves shall direct the assistant protector and guardian, whose residence
shall be most near to the place of trial, and who shall have no interest
in the result of the prosecution, to attend and act as such public pro-
secutor; provided that this rule shall not extend to prevent the attorney-
general from acting in such prosecutions as he hath heretofore done, or to
prevent the owner of the deceased or injured Slave from employing, at
his own expense, any counsel or attorney to conduct any such prose-
cution.

Cuause 13.—On the first Monday next after the 25th day of December
and on the first Monday after the 24th day of June, in each year, the
protector and guardian of Slaves shall deliver to the governor a written
report of the manner in which the duties of his office have been performed
during the preceding half year, which report shall contain a statement of
all prosecutions in which he or his assistants may have acted as thepro-
tector of any Slaves, with the dates and effect of all the proceedings
therein, together with such other particulars as are required by any other
Acts of Assembly. to be stated therein; and the governor of the colony
shall administer to the protector of Slaves an oath, that the report contains
a true statement of the several matters therein referred to. As soon as
the protector and guardian of Slaves has taken such oath, then, and not
before, he shall receive from the governor a warrant for the amount of his
salary for the half year next preceding the date of such report, which
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report shall thenbe transmitted by the governor to one of hisMajesty’s
principal secretaries of state.

Cuause 14. —If the protector and guardian of Slaves, or any deputy or
assistant protector and guardian, or any other person, shall fraudulently
make any erasure or interlineation in any book, record, or return, which
by any Act of Assembly he may be required to keep; or shall wilfully
falsify any such book, record, or return; or make any false entry therein ;
or burn, cancel, obliterate, or destroy the same, or any part thereof; he
shall incur a fine of not less than.[ J nor more than

; OF imprisonment for any time not exceeding
nor less than [ J; or both fine

and imprisonment, at the discretion of the Court. And all such fines shall
be recovered in the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas of the island,
and shail be divided equally between his Majesty and the informer.
Cause 15.—In the absence of the governor from the island, any person

lawfully administering the office of governor, shall be competent to do all
such acts as the governor is hereby empowered to do.
Cause 16.—The protector and guardian of Slaves, the deputy protector

and guardian of Slaves, and the assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves,
shall respectively execute and perform such duties as may be imposed
upon, or required of, them respectively, by any Act ofAssembly passed, or
to be passed, in the present or any future session.

Notes on a Bill for establishing, within the Island of Jamaica, an Officer to be
called “ The Protector and Guardian of Slaves.”

Nore on Crause 1—The Order in Council for improving the condition of
Slaves in the island of Trinidad, does not provide for the erection ofanew
office, because in that colony the procurador-syndic was already invested
by the Spanish law with the office of guardian of Slaves. As there is no
official protector of Slaves in Jamaica, it is necessary to make provision
by law for the establishment of such an office. As the duties of the
protector will be amply sufficient to occupy his whole time and attention,
it would be highly inexpedient to follow the precedent of the Trinidad
Order, by combining this office with any other at present existing in theisland.
Note on Crausz 2.—The Court of Policy of Demerara objected to

imposing upon the deputy protector of Slaves the condition of not holding
any plantation or any agricultural Slaves. In consequence of this objection,
the governor was permitted to depart from the general rule on any special
occasion, when he might be unable to find a person fit for the employment,
and possessing this negative qualification. In Jamaica, it is hoped that a
similar difficulty will not occur. The more extensive population of that
island will always supply a compctent deputy not engaged in agricultural
ursuits.

P Nore on Crause 9.—In the Trinidad Order in Council, the guardian of
‘Slaves is declared to bea magistrate, and is invested with powers similar to
those of the commandants of quarters, and which he is to exercise
throughout the whole of that island. In Jamaica it is unnecessary to make
such a provision, as the governor will be instructed to place the protector
and guardian of Slaves in the commission of the peace.
As there are not in Jamaica any officers whose functions correspond with

those of the commandants of quarters in Trinidad, it seems necessary to
leave to the governor the selection of the assistant protectors in the several
parishes. He is, however, restricted in his choice to gentlemen in the
commission of the peace, because this seems the best security for the
appointment of persons of sufficient property and personal respectability.
Nore on Cravse 12.—The extent of the Island of Jamaica, and’ the

variety of courts held there for the trial of Slaves, makes it necessary to
delegate to the assistant protectors and guardians the duty of attending on
all prosecutions which may take place at the distance of twenty miles from
Kingston,
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Heads of a Bill to regulate the Admission of the Evidence of Slaves.

Crause 1.—Every clergyman of the Established Church of England, and
every minister of the Kirk of Scotland, and every priest or minister pro-
fessing the Roman Catholic religion within the island, and carrying on no
other business or occupation with a view to profit there, except that of a
schoolmaster, shall be authorized to transmit, or deliver under his hand,
to the protector and guardian, or assistant protector and guardian of
Slaves, of the parish in which he may be resident, certificates setting forth
the names and places of abode of any Slaves who, in the ,judgment and
belief of the party so certifying, may be sufficiently instructed in the
principles of religion to understand the nature and obligation of an oath.
The assistant protectors of Slaves of the several parishes, shall transmit
such certificates to the protector and guardian of Slaves, who shall register
the same in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, stating therein the
date of such certificate, and the name and place of abode of the person by
whom the same may be granted, and the name of every Slave mentioned
and included therein.

Cuausz 2.—No priest, minister, or public teacher of religion, not being
a clergyman of the Church of England, or a minister of the Kirk of Scot-
land, shall be competent to grant any such certificate, unless his Majesty’s
principal secretary of state, having the department of the colonies, or the
governor or acting governor of the Island of Jamaica, shall grant to
such priest, minister, or public teacher a written license to grant such
certificates; nor unless such license shall continue in force at the time of
signing the certificate, and shall have been registered in the office of the
protector and guardian of Slaves.

Crause 3.—No person shall henceforth be rejected as a witness, or con-
sidered as incompetent to give evidence in any court of civil or criminal
justice in Jamaica, by reason of his or her being in a state of Slavery, if
the person producing such Slave as a witness, shall also produce to the
court a certificate, under the hand of the protector and guardian of Slaves,
that such proposed witness is registered in the before-mentioned book.

Cxause 4,—The protector and guardian of Slaves. shall, without fee or
reward, grant to any person applying for the same, a certificate of the fact,
whether the proposed witness is registered in the before-mentioned book
or not,

Cuiausz 5.—No person in a state of Slavery shall be admitted to give
evidence in any civil suit, oraction, in which the owner is directly concerned.
Cause 6.---No person in a state of Slavery shall be admitted to give

evidence in any case where any white person may be charged with, or
prosecuted for, any offence punishable with death.
Ciause 7.—Nothing in this Act contained, shall extend to take away

or diminish any power or authority which any court of criminal juris-
diction in the said colony now hath, to admit in any case the evidence of
any persons in a state of Slavery.

Ciausze 8.—Nothing contained in the Act shall extend to render any
Slave competent, in the law, to give evidence in any case, in which such
Slave would be incompetent to give evidence, if he or she were of free
condition.

Ciausz 9.—The protector and guardian of Slaves, in his half-yearly
reports to the governor, shall include a statement of the name of every
Slave who, during the preceding half-year, has, in manner aforesaid, been
certified as competent to understand the nature and obligation of an oath.

Heads of a Bill to regulate the Proceedings for the Manumission of Slaves, and
to enable Slaves under certain restriclions to purchase their own Freedom.

Ciause 1.—No duty, or tax, or fee of office, shall be paid in Jamaica,
upon, or in respect of the manumission of any Slave, or the enrolment of
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any deed of manumission, except a fee not exceeding[ ] ster-
ling, which the protector and guardian of Slaves shall pay to the secretary
and registrar of the island for enrolling every deed of manumission. Such
fee shall be repaid to the protector and guardian of Slaves by the public
treasurer out of any unappropriated moncy in his hands. Any person
taking or demanding any duty, tax, or fee of ofiice, save as aforesaid, shall
incura fine not exceeding[ | nor less than [
sterling, to be recovered by Dill, plaint, or information in the Court of
King’s Bench and Common Pleas, of the island, by any one who may sue
for the same; and to be divided in equal moieties between his Majesty
and the person so suing.
Crause 2.—If any Slave shall be desirous of purchasing his or her free-

dom, or the freedom of the wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or sister,
or reputed wife. or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, of such Slave,
it shall be lawful for any such Slave so to purchase the freedom of himself
or herself, or of any such other person as aforesaid.
Ciause 3.—If the owner of such Slave shall be unwilling to effect his or

her manumission,—or shall by reason of any mortgage, settlement, or lease,
or other charge upon, or interest in, any such Slave, invested in any other
person, be unable to execute a valid manumission of any such Slave ;—or
if the owner or any other person having interest in the Slave shall be a
minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic ;—or if the owner of the
Slave is absent irom the island ;—or shall not be known ;-—or if any suit
or action shall be depending in any court of justice in the island wherein
the title to such Slave, or the right to his services, shall be in controversy ;
—or if the owner of the Slave shall demand as the price of his freedom,
any sum which in the judgment of the protector and guardian of Slaves,
shall exceed the real value of such Slave ;—then, and in every such case,
the chief justice of the court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, on the
application of the protector and guardian of Slaves, shall issue a summons
requiring the owner or manager of the Slave to appear before him at some
convenient time and place. Notice shall be published by the protector
and guardian of Slaves in the public gazette of the island, on [ ‘
different days, of the time and place so appointed for the purpose aforesaid,
and in such notice all persons having, or claiming, any interest in any such
Slave, either in his own right, or as the trustce of any other person, shall
be required to attend and prefer such their claims.

Ciausz 4.—At the time appointed for any such meeting, the chief
justice in the presence of the protector and guardian of Slaves, and also

in the presence of the owner or manager, or (upon proof being made to

him, upon oath, of the due service and publication of the before-mentioned

notices, then if necessary) in the absence of such owner or manager, shall
proceed to hear, in a summary way, what may be alleged by the said pro-
tector and guardian of Slaves, and by the owner or manager, or other per-
sons claiming any interest in the Slave proposed to be manumitted; and in

case any of the parties shall refuse to effect any such manumission ;—or if

it shall appear to the said chicf justice that a valid manumission of any
such Slave cannot legally be effected by private contract ;—or that the
owner of any such Slave, or that any person having any charge upon, or in-

terest in him, or her, is a minor, or married woman, or idiot or lunatic ;—or

that the real owner of any such Slave, or that-any person having any charge
upon, or interest in him or her, is absent from the said island—or is un-
known—or cannot be found—or that any suit or action is depending in any

court of justice in the said island, wherein the title to the said Slave, or

the right to his services is in controversy ;—or if it shall appear to the said
chief justice that any difference of opinion exists between the protector
and guardian of Slaves, and the owner of any such Slave, respecting his or
her price or value; then the said chicf justice shall require the protector
and guardian of Slaves, and the owner or manager of any such Slave, each
to nominate an appraiser of his or her value; and the said chief justice
shall himself nominate an umpire between such appraisers. And the said

appraisers, being first duly sworn before the said chief justice, to make an
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impartial appraiscment, shail within [ | days next after suchtheir appointment, make a joint valuation of the Slave proposed to be ma-numitted; and shall certify such their valuation to the chief justice undertheir hands and seals. And in ease such joint certificate shall not be de-livered to the said chiefjustice within the said termof [ days,
then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid, shall withinthe next [ | days certify his valuation under his hand andseal, to the said chief justice; and the valuation to be made in manneraforesaid, cither by the said joint appraisement, or in their default, by thesaid umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered andenrolled in the office of registry in the said island.

Crause 5.—Upon payment to the treasurer of the said island, of the ap-praised value of any such Slave as aforesaid, after making, in the caseshereinafter particularly mentioned, such deduction therefrom for the ex-pense of the appraisement as is hereinafter directed, the said treasurershali grant to the protector of Slaves a receipt for the money so to be re-ceived by him. And such receipt shail be duly enrolled in the office ofthe secretary and registrar in the said island, together with a declarationunder the hand and seal of the said chief justice, that the proceedings re-quired by law for the manumission of the Slave, by or on behalf of whomsuch money was paid, had been duly had before him, and thereupon suchSlave shall be, and be deemed and taken to be, free to all intents and pur-208eS.
P Cause 6.—The moncy to arise from the manumission of any Slave, byvirtue of the proceedings before mentioned, shall and may be laid out andinvested, under the authority of the chief justice, on the application of anyperson or persons interested therein, in the purchase of any other Slave orSlaves; or if no such application shall be made, then such money shall re-main in the hands of the public treasurer of tbe said island at interest, atthe rate of[ ] per cent. per annum, such interest to be borne byand defrayed out of[ J; and the Slave or Slaves so to bepur-chased with the said money as aforesaid, or in case of no such purchasebeing made, then the said money in the hands of the said public treasurer,and the interest from time to time accruing thereupon, shall be the pro-perty of the persons who were the proprietors of such manumitted Slave orSlaves, and shall be held upon, under, and subject to all such and thesame uses, conditions, mortgages, and demands, of what nature or kind so-ever, as such Slave or Slaves was or were held upon, under, or subjectunto, at such the time of his, her, or their manumission ; and the said trea-surer shall hold the said money, and the interest accruing thereupon, sub-ject to such order, as the chiefjustice of the said colony, may, upon a sum-mary application of any person interested therein, see fit to make; andsuch principal, money, and interest, shall, by the said treasurer, be paid anddisposed of, in pursuance of, and obedience to, any such order.Crause 7.—In all cases where an appraisement of a Slave shall be made,by reason of the refusal of the owner to effcct the manumission, or byreason of any difference of opinion between the owner, and the protector,and guardian, respecting the price or value of the Slave, the expenses ofthe appraisement shall be borne equally by, and divided between, theowner and the Slave proposed to be manumiited. In all cases where theappraisement is made, by reason of the inability of the owner to effect avalid manumission, by private contract; or by reason of the minority, cover-ture, idiotcy, or lunacy, of the owner; or by reason of the absence of theowner, or other person, having a charge upon the Slave from the island ; orby reason that the owncr is unknown, or cannot be found ; or by reason ofthe pendency in any courtof justice of any suit wherein the title of a Slave,or the right to his services is in controversy; then, and in all such cases,the expenses of the appraisement shall be equally divided between theSlave proposed to be hianumitted, and the owner. The portion of theprice to be paid by the owner shall be deducted from the money arisingfrom the manumission of the Slave, before such investment thereof, asaforesaid,
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Ciaust 8.—Before the manumission of any Slave, by virtue of any pri-

vate contract for that purpose between such Slave and his owner, notice of

such intended manumission shall, by the owner of such Slave, be given in

writing to the protector and guardian of Slaves, who, on behalf of the said

Slave, shall be bound to ascertain that such owner has good right and title

in the law, and is competent to effect such manumission ; and the said pro-

tector and guardian of Slaves shall also, without fee or reward, prepare the
proper deed of manumission; and the same shall, in all cases, be executed
in the presence of the said protector and guardian of Slaves, or of some

proper witness to be by him appointed for that purpose; and being so

executed, shall, by such protector and guardian of Slaves, be enrolled in

the office of the secretary and registrar in the said island, within one
calendar month next after the date and execution thereof: and in case

any such deed shall not be left for enrolment at the said office within the

said period of one calendar month, the said protector of Slaves shall incur

and be liable to the payment of a fine not exceeding [ }, nor
less than [ | sterling.
Crause 9.—In case any such deed of manumission as aforesaid shall be

executed voluntarily, and without any valuable consideration passing to

the owner, or other person, effecting such manumission, the Slave so to be

manumitted shall, before the actual execution of any such deed, appear

before the said protector and guardian of Slaves, or before the commandant
of the quarter in which such Slave may happen to be resident; and if it
shall appear to the said protector and guardian of Slaves, or to the com-

mandant, as the case may be, that the Slave, about to be gratuitously

manumitted, is under the age of [ | years, or above the age of
; or is labouring under any habitual disease, or infirmity of

mind or body; the owner, or other person about to effect such manumis-

sion, shall, at the time of the execution of the deed of manumission,

execute and deliver under his hand and seal a bond to his Majesty in the

penal sum of [ }, with a condition thercunder written for the

defeasance thereof, if the Slave shall be properly fed, clothed, and main-
tained, until the age of[ | years, in the case of infants; or during
the term of his or her natural life, in the case of adults of the age of

] years, or labouring under any such sickness or infirmity as
aforesaid: and no such manumission shall be valid and effectual in the law,
or shall be received for enrolment at the office of registry, until such bond as
aforesaid be duly executed, and registered, and deposited, in the said office.

Crause 10.—In the half yearly returns to be made by the protector and
guardian of Slaves to the governor of the island, shall be included a state-
ment of the names of all the Slaves manumitted under the authority of
this Act.

Notes upon Heads of a Bill to regulate the Proceedingsfor the Manumission
of Slaves, Sc.

The preceding regulations respecting the manumission of Slaves have
given rise to a protracted discussion between his Majesty’s government,
and the local authorities in Trinidad and Demerara. The progress of those
discussions will be best learned by referring to the printed papers which
have been laid by his Majesty’s command before both Houses of Parlia-
ment. His Majesty’s government have no intention to recede from the
principles which have been advanced in the course of the official cor-
respondence in question. A particular reference to a despatch to the lieu-
tenant-governor of Demerara, of the 25th of February, 1826, will probably
diminish, if it does not entirely dispel, the apprehensions which this part

of the Trinidad Order in Council appears to have excited. .
Nore on Ciause 7.—The regulations contained in this clause for divid-

ing the expenses of the appraisement between the manumitted Slave and
his owner, form an addition to the original Order in Council for Trinidad,
and were introduced by the governor’s proclamation to supply a defect
which had been pointed out in the original order.
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Heads of a Billfor regulating the Celebration of Marriages among Slaves, and
for declaring such Marriages valid and effectual in the Law.

Cravse 1.—Slaves desirous to intermarry shall be at liberty to apply
either to the protector and guardian of Slaves, or to the assistant pro-
tector and guardian of Slaves of the parish in which the woman may
reside, for a marriage license, producing the consent in writing of their
owners or managers to the celebration thereof.

Criause 2.—If the owner or manager of both or either of the Slaves
shall refuse his consent to the marriage or shall not give his written
permission for the celebration thereof, the protector and guardian of Slaves,
or the assistant protector and guardian, shall issue a summons requiring
the owner or manager to appear before him at a time and place to be
appointed for that purpose ;—such time not being more than[ ]
distant from the time when the application shall be received by such
protector and guardian of Slaves, or assistant protector and guardian of
Slaves. Ifthe owner or manager fails to appear, or appearing fails to
produce good proof that the marriage would be injurious to the well-
being of the Slaves, the protector and guardian of Slaves, or the assistant
protector and guardian, shall issue a marriage license.

Crausz. 3.—The licenses are to be issued without fee or reward, au-
thorizing any clergyman of the Established Church of England and Ireland,
or any minister of the Kirk of Scotland, or any priest or curate professing
the Roman Catholic Religion, or any public teacher of religion within the
island, carrying on there no other profession, business, or occupation of
profit except that of a schoolmaster, to solemnize the marriage of such
Slaves. Provided that no public teacher of religion, not being a clergy-
man of the Church of England, or a minister of the Kirk of Scotland, or
apriest or curate professing the Roman Catholic Religion shall be so
authorized to solemnize any such marriage, unless his Majesty’s principal
secretary of state, having the department of the colonies, or the governor,
or acting governor of the island of Jamaica, shall grant to such public
teachera written license to celebrate marriages, nor unless such license
has been registered in the office of the protector and guardian of Slaves,
and continues in force at the time of his being so authorized to solemnize
any such marriage.
Cause 4.—It shall be lawful for any such clergyman, minister, priest,

curate, or religious teacher, upon receiving any such license, to solemnize
any such marriage, and the marriage when so solempized shall, to all
intents and purposes, be valid, binding, and effectual in the law. Pro-
vided, that no such marriage shall confer on any such Slaves or their
issue, any rights inconsistent with the duties which the Slaves owe to
their owner, or to the government, or at variance with those rights which
the owner and the government are by law entitled to assert and exercise
over such Slaves and their progeny.
Cause 5.—Any person by whom any such marriage may be solemnized

by virtue of any such license as aforesaid, shall, within [
next after the solemnization thereof, under a penalty of not more than

Jnorless than[ ] transmit to the protector and guardian
of Slaves at[ | a certificate of the solemnization of the marriage;
and such protector and guardian of Slaves shall register in a book, to be
kept by him for that purpose, every marriage which shall be so solem-
nized, with the date thereof, and the names, descriptions, and_ places
of abode, of the parties contracting and of the persons solemnizing every
such marriage.

Cuausz 6.—The Act shall not extend or be construed to render any
marriage between persons in a state of Slavery valid and effectual, which
would be illegal or void if such persons were of free condition.

Crause 7.—In his half yearly returns to the governor, the protector
and guardian of Slaves shall include a statement of the number of licenses
which may have been granted by him in the preceding half year, for
the marriage of any Slaves, with the number of marriages solemnized
in pursuance thereof.
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Note on a Billfor regulating the Celebration of Marriages among Slaves, and
for declaring such Marriages valid and effectual in Law.

Nore on Craust 4.—The provision, that the marriages of Slaves shall
not invest the parties with any rights inconsistent with the duties which
they owe to their proprietors, or to the government, was introduced into
the law of Demerara in compliance with the wish of the court of policy,
and is an addition to the Trinidad order in council.

Heads of aBillfor the Suppression of public Markets on Sunday, andfor prevent-
ing Slaves being compelled to labour on that Day.

Crause 1.—From the time when the Act shall come into operation, all

persons of free condition, who on any Sunday after the hourof [ |

in the forenoon, shall expose goods for sale in any public market, or in any

shop, house, stall, or booth, or shall buy or sell any such goods, or attend

at any such market, shall be liable to such punishments, penalties, and for-

feitures, as by any law in force within the realm of England, may be in-

flicted upon or incurred by any person offending therein in like manner;

if the offence shall be committed by a Slave, such Slave shall be liable to

forfeit the goods or effects exposed for sale, which may be seized by the
clerk of the market, or any constable; and such goods shall be taken on

the following day before any justice of the peace, who, upon view thereof,

shall order the same to be sold forthwith, to be applicd as follows: (that

is to say) one-third to the informer, and the remainder to such pious or

charitable purposes as such justice of the peace shall direct.

Ciause 2.—From the time when Sunday markets shall be totally sup-
pressed, as after mentioned, the same punishments, penalties, and forfei-
tures shall be inflicted upon, and incurred by, all persons exposing goods
for sale, or buying or selling any such goods in manncr aforesaid, or at-

tending at any such market, at whatever part of the day called Sunday, the
offence may be committed.

Crause 3.—It shall be lawful for his Majesty by an instruction to be
issued to the Governor of Jamaica, through one of his principal secretaries
of state to direct the Governor of Jamaica, to issue in his Majesty’s name,
a proclamation for the discontinuance and suppression of all markets
throughout the island on the Sunday; and so soon as such proclamation
shall have been issued, all Sunday markets shall cease and be absolutely

unlawful.
Cause 4.—The Act shall not extend to prevent the dressing or selling

meats in inns or victualling-houses, or the sale of fish or milk ;—provided,

that such sale shall not take place in any city, town, or parish during the
hours appointed and set apart for the celebration of Divine Service therein.
The Act shall not extend to prevent the sale of medicines during any part
of the Sunday.
Ciause 5.—In every city and town throughout the island, wherein

markets are by any usage or supposed prescription now holden on Sunday,
markets shall be henceforth holden ont ]; and the proprietors of
any such market-places, and all persons resorting thereto, shall on each

[ have, exercise, and enjoy the same rights, in respect ofsuch
markets, and shall receive and pay the same tolls and dues as have hitherto
been exercised, enjoyed, received, or paid by or to any such persons in
respect of any such markets or market-places on Sunday.
Cause 6.—If any person shall work or employ any Slave between the

‘hours of ten at night on any Saturday, and sunrise on any Monday, or
shall during that period, procure, induce, or compel any Slave to engage

in any labour for the profit or advantage of his owner, manager, or em-
ployer, the person so offending shall incur a fine not exceeding[ ]
nor less than [ .

Cuausz 7.—If any person shall hire any Slave to work between the be-
fore-mentioned hours of ten o’clock on Saturday night, and sunrise on
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Monday morning, for wages or any other consideration, the person so-
hiring any such Slave shall incur the penalties before mentioned,

Craust 8.—The preceding rules shall not extend to any labour per-
formed by any Slave on Sunday in the necessary attendance on the person,
orin the family of his owner or employer, nor to labour performed in the
necessary preservation of the cattle or live stock, on any plantation,
nor to labour performed by Slaves as watchmen on any estate, or in nurs-
ing or attendance on the sick, or in performing or making preparations for
any interment, or in extinguishing any fire, or in preventing any irre-
parable damage or injury to the property of his owner or employer. And
no Slave so employed by his owner or employer on Sunday, shall be en-
titled to any hire or wages for such services.

Ciause 9.—In any case where it shall be absolutely necessary, for the
preservation of any crops or produce upon any estate, and for the preven-
tion of essential injury to the same, to cmploy any Slaves thereupon on the
Sunday, the Act shall not extend to prevent any Slaves from hiring them-
selves either to their owner or to any other person, to perform such necessary
work on that day. Provided that no Slave may be hired by any person
except the owner to perform even such necessary work as aforesaid, on the
Sunday, except with the written consent of the owner, and also provided
that the protector and guardian of Slaves of the island shall publish a notice
in the public Gazette on the 25th day of December, and the 24th day of
June, or as soon after those days as any such Gazette may be published in
each year, in which notices shall be stated in the lowest rate of wages at
which Slaves may, during the half year following each such notice, hire
themselves to work, for the special purpose before mentioned; and such
notices shall state the different rates of wages according to the age and sex
of the Slaves, and according as they may be field Negroes or artificers,
No hiring of any Slave on the Sunday, for any such special purpose shall
be a legal hiring, or exempted from the penalties of the law, unless such
Slave shall actually receive and be paid for his own use and benefit, wages
of not less than the rate so to be fixed by such public notice.

Cravse 10.—No Slave shall be employed on Sunday in field labour, or
in any of the ordinary works upon the plantation, on the ground that irre-
parable injury would arise from the postponement of such labour, unless
the Slave shall engage in it voluntarily and shall receive such wages as
before mentioned.

Notes on the Bill for the Suppression of Sunday Markets, and for preventing
Slaves from labouring on that Day.

Note on Crausz 1.—The penalties which it is proposed by the pre-
ceding Clause No. 1., to inflict upon free persons dealing or attending at
any public market, are the same as are denounced by the law of England
against the same offence. In Trinidad the governor is authorized to impose
penalties by his proclamation. It is scarcely necessary to observe, that in
a colony where the law of England prevails, this portion of the Trinidad
code could not properly be introduced.
The same clause, however, ascertains the punishment when the offence

is committed by Slaves, because this is a case to which the law of England
would be inapplicable.
Nore on Crave 4.—The permission to sell milk and medicines on the

Sunday is a relaxation of the rule not to be found in express terms in the
Trinidad proclamation, but which is obviously required by the spiritof thelaw.
Nore on Crause 5. As it is not certainly known whether markets may

not have been habitually held in Jamaica on Sunday, upon land belonging
to some private person or corporation, it seems necessary to provide for the
exercise in such market-places, on some other day of the week, of any
rights which by practice and usage have hitherto been exercised there on
Sunday. It has never been suggested that any such private rights existed
in Trinidad, and therefore the Order in Council for that Island is silent on
the subject,
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Nore on Crause 6.—The power of employing Slaves until the hour of
ten on Saturday night, is an alteration made in consequence of the repre-
sentations received from Trinidad, and a modification of the original order.
Nots on Cause 7.—The express prohibition of Slaves luring themselves

out to labour, was introduced by the proclamation issued in his Majesty’s
name in Trinidad, to explain the supposed ambiguity of the original order
on this subject.
Nore on Crauses 8 and 9.—The particular occasions on which Slaves

might be employed to labour on the Sunday, are specified in this Clause,
‘in the terms of the Proclamation mentioned in the preceding Note. It is
to be observed that a distinction has been maintained both in Trinidad and
Demerara, between the occasional and the habitual exigencies of the
plantation. When the necessity of labour on Sunday habitually recurs, as
in the case of labour undertaken for the preservation of the crops, there it is
required that the Slave should receive wages. Where the labour is only
occasional and accidental, as in the case of interments, hurricanes, &c.,
there the Slave is required to work without wages.
These Clauses suppose the existence of such an office as the protector

and guardian of Slaves, it being the wish of his Majesty’s government
that the Bill creating that office should precede the other measures which are
suggested.

 

Heads of a Billto enable Slaves to acquire Property, and to make Provisionfor
the safe-keeping of such Property, by the Establishment ofBanksfor Savings.

Crause 1.—Whereas, by the usage of Jamaica, persons ina state of
slavery have hitherto been permitted to acquire and enjoy property free
from the control of their owners, and it is expedient that such laudable
custom should be recognised and established by law, therefore be it
enacted, &c., that no person in the island of Jamaica, being in astate of
slavery, shall, on account of such his condition, be, or be deemed to be,
incompetent to purchase, acquire, hold, or alienate property, but every
such Slave shall be, and is hereby declared to be, competent to purchase,
acquire, possess, hold, alienate, and dispose of lands situate in Jamaica,
or money, cattle, implements, or utensils of husbandry, or household furni-
ture, and other effects of such or the like nature, of what value and amount
soever; and to bring, maintain, prosecute, and defend any suit or action
inany court of justice, for or in respect of any such property,as fully and
amply to all intents and purposes as if he orshe were of free condition.

Provided that this Act shall not extend or revoke to alter any law now
in force in the island of Jamaica, respecting the manner in which Slaves
may cultivate land for their own advantage. Provided also that the Act
shall not extend to authorize any Slave to acquire or to become the owner
of any fire-arms, gunpowder, or ammunition.

Crauss 2.—For the better preserving the property of any such Slaves,
banks for savings shall be established within the island of Jamaica, and
interest at the rate of [ ‘J per cent. per annum shall be allowed upon
every sum deposited in any such bank, which interest shall be charged upon
his Majesty's revenue within the island. ;

Crause 3.—Any Slave making any deposit of money in any such savings
bank, shall be at liberty to make a declaration of the manner in which, and
of the persons to whom, in the event of his or her death, the amount of
such deposits shall be paid; and such declaration shall be recorded in a
book to be kept for that purpose at the savings bank where such deposit
may be made; and upon the death of the Slave making such declaration,
the same shall be taken to be the last will ofsuch Slave, in the absence of
any other will. In case any Slave shail marry, after making any such
declaration, the marriage shall be taken to be a revocation of the decla-
ration. If any Slave shall die intestate, and without having made any
such declaration remaining unrevoked at the time of his or her death, the
property of the Slave shall be disposed of in favour of such persons as,
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by virtue of the Statutes of Distribution of Intestate’s Estates, would,
according to the law of England, be entitled to any such property. .
Cause 4.—The savings banks throughout the island shall be under the

protection and control of the protector and guardian of Slaves, and the
governor of the island, shall have authority to appoint such proper officers,
and make such necessary rules and regulations, as will be best adapted
for managing the business of such banks, and for ensuring order and punc-
tuality therein, and for preventing misapplication of any money which may
be there deposited, provided that such regulations be not repugnant to this
Act, and that the same be transmitted to England for his Majesty’s
approbation. ; .

Ciausz 5.—No deposit of money shall at any one time, or in any one
week, be received at any bank for savings from any Slave exceeding the
sum of [ Jin the whole, unless at the time of tending such deposit
the Slave shall produce the written consent of his owner or manager to
such deposit being made; and if any Slave shall be desirous, at any one
time, or in any one week, to make a larger deposit, and the owner shall
refuse his consent, then the protector of slaves, upon application made to
hiv: for that purpose, shall issue a summons, requiring the owner or manager
te appear before him at some particular time and place ; and if ‘the person
being so cited shall not appear, or appearing, shall not lay before the pro-
tector and guardian of Slaves sufficient cause why the deposit should not
be made, then such protector and guardian of Slaves shall issue an order in
writing, requiring the manager of the savings bank to receive the amount
of the deposit, and the same shall be received by him accordingly.

Crause 6.—In his half-yearly returns to the governor, the protector and
guardian of Slaves shall, amongst other things, state the amount of the sums
of money deposited in any savings banks in the island in the preceding
half year.

Note on a Bill to enable Slaves to acquire Property, and to make Provisionfor the
safe keeping of such Property, by the Establishment of Banksfor Savings,

Note on Ciause 1.—The right of Slaves to acquire property, is esta-
blished in the Trinidad Order in Council, in such language as not to permit
a Slave to become himself the owner of other Slaves. If it should be
thought right to make this exception in more direct and explicit terms,
there could be no objection to it,
The Trinidad Order in Council, as originally drawn, did not make any

exception of the staple commodities of the island, in the enumeration of
the kinds of property which a Slave was permitted to acquire. It was re-
presented by the governor that a colonial law existed, by which a Slave
was prohibited from planting any such staple commodities, and he desired
to be informed whether the Order in Council was to be considered as
having repealed that law. He was accordingly informed, that in granting
to Slaves the power of acquiring land, the order had not exempted them
from any existing restrictions, as to the mode in which land might be cul-
tivated by persons of their class and condition. The Court of Policy, in
Demerara, represented that by the law of that colony, Slaves were not
permitted to sell or barter the staple commodities. It appearing therefore
that in the one colony the Slaves could not cultivate these articles, and
that in the other they could not sell them, his Majesty’s government deemed
it expedient not to claim for the Slaves the abstract and unprofitable right
of owning this description of property. It was therefore admitted that
Slaves ought not to be proprietors of sugar, coffee, or cotton. A similar
admission may therefore be made in Jamaica, if the law of that island has
already established the same or similar restrictions.
The Court of Policy urged various objections against permitting a Slave

to bring an action, at his own direction, and they proposed to invest the
protector of Slaves, or the master, with a power of deciding in any parti-
cular case whether there was sufficient reason for such a proceeding.
These objections so far prevailed, that it was agreed to substitute for the
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enactment of the Trinidad codea provision, giving to the protector of
Slaves a clear right to bring or defend any action, in respect to the property
of the Slave, and empowering the President of the Supreme Court of the
Colony to direct prosecutions on the application of the Slave. The form
in which these modifications of the law may be best made, still remains to
be considered by the Court of Policy. A similar alteration may, if neces-
sary, be introduced in Jamaica. The proper form to be adopted for that
purpose, will be best decided by the law officers ofthe crown for that island.

 

Heads of a Bill to prevent the Separation of Slaves, being Members of the same
Family, by Virtue ofany legal Process,

Ciavse 1.—In the execution of any judgment, sentence, decree, or
order of any court of justice within the Island of Jamaica, it shall not be
lawful to seize or sell any Slave having a husband, or wife, ora child under
the age of[ | years, or a reputed husband, or wife, or child under
that age, who may be the property of the same persons or person, unless
such husband,andwife, and child, or reputed husband, wife, or child, shall be
sold together, and in one and the samelot, and to the same persons or person.

If in the execution of any such judgment, sentence, decree, or order,
any Slave or Slaves shall be sold separate or apart from any such husband, or
wife, or child, or reputed husband, or wife, or child as aforesaid, such sale
and execution shall be absolutely null and void in the law, to all intents
and purposes.
Crause 2,—Ifthe provost-marshal, or his deputies, on any other executive

officer, making any levy upon Slaves under any writ of execution or judicial
process, shall be unable to ascertain whether any Slave on which he may
so levy, has or has not a husband or wife, or reputed husband or wife, or
child under the age of [ ] years, belonging to the same owner,
it shall be the duty of such provost-marshal, or other officer, to make a
special return of any such circumstance to the court out of which the
execution has issued, and the court shall thereupon direct a copy of such
return to be transmitted to the protector and guardian of Slaves ; and upon
hearing what may be alleged by such protector and guardian, and by the
several parties in any such action, cause, suit, or proceeding, the court
shall decide whether the Slave so seized hath or hath not any husband or
wife, or reputed husband or wife, or child, under such age as aforesaid,
belonging to the said persons or person; and such court shall make a rule
upon such provost-marshal, or other officer requiring him either to proceed
to the sale of the single Slave, or not, as the case may require.

Note on a Bill to prevent the Separation of Slaves, being Members of the same
Family, by Virtue of any legal Process.

Crause 2.—-This clause is adopted from the Act of the Court of Policy
of Demerara. There is an obvious convenience in enabling the officer of
the court to refer to some higher authority the decision of the question of
fact, whenever a doubt arises whether a Slave has any connexion from
which such Slave cannot legally be separated. But it seems more con-
sistent with the spirit of English law, to refer this question to the decision
of the court from which the process issues, than to leave it, as in Demerara,
to the arbitrement of the protector of Slaves. He would be entitled to be
heard on behalf of the Slave, but could not, with propriety, be intrusted
with the determination of the question of private right.

 

Heads of a Bill for preventing Abuses in the Punishment of Slaves, whether
such Punishment is inflicted in due Course of Law, or by the Authority of
the Master.

Crause 1.—In all prosecutions which may be commenced in any court
of justice in the island, wherein a Slave may be charged with any offence
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punishable by death or transportation, the same notice is to be given to .
the protector and guardian of Slaves of such prosecution, as, according to
the law of the island, would be given to the Slave, if he were of free
condition; and the protector and guardian of Slaves is required to attend
at the trial and other proceedings in every such prosecution, as the pro-
tector of such Slave, and on his behalf, and to act therein in such manner
as may be most conducive to the benefit of the Slave.

If such trial shall take place at the distance of more than [ }
miles from the [ ] of _ ], the protector an
guardian of Slaves shall direct the assistant protector and guardian, whose
residence may be most near to the place of trial, to attend and act therein
for the benefit of the Slave. If such assistant protector and guardian is
any way interested in the result of the prosecution, then the order shall
issue to the nearest assistant protector and guardian who has no such
interest therein.
The protector and guardian of Slaves, and his assistants, shall be

allowed on all such trials and proceedings to act for the benefit of the
Slaves, in the same manner as by the law of the island any council or
attorney at law may upon similar occasions act for the benefit of any
person of free condition.

Ciause 2.—It shall be illegal for any person within the Island of
Jamaica to carry any whip, cat, or other instruments of the like nature,
while superintending the labour of any Slaves in or upon the fields or
cane pieces upon any plantation; or to use any such whip, cat, or other
instrument of the like nature, for the purpose of impelling or coercing any
Slave to perform labour of any kind whatever; or to carry or exhibit upon
any plantation, or elsewhere, any such whip, &c., as an emblem of the
authority of the person so carrying the same over any Slaves or Slave,
And any person offending against this rule, or directing, instigating, or
abetting in any such illegal driving or use, or exhibition of any such whip,
&c., shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.

Ciause 3.—It shall be unlawful for any person to inflict, in any one day,
upon any male Slave, for any offence, upon any ground, or for any reason
whatever, any number of lashes exceeding [ ] in the whole;
or to inflict upon any such male Slave any punishment by the whipping or
beating of his person, unless the person of such Slave shall, at the time of
such punishment, be free from any laceration occasioned by any former
whipping or beating; or to inflict upon any male slave any punishment,
by the whipping or beating of his person, until twenty-four hours, at the
least, ‘shall have elapsed from the time of the commission of the offence
in respect of which any such punishment may be inflicted;orto inflict
upon any male Slave any such punishment, unless one person of free.
condition shall be present at, and witness the infliction of the whole of
such punishment, other than the person by whom, or by whose authority,
the punishment may be inflicted. Persons offending against any of these
rules, or directing, instigating, or abetting any such illegal punishment of
any male Slave, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.
Ciause 4.—The preceding rules are not to extend to any punishments

which may be inflicted on any Slave under the judgment of any court of
competent jurisdiction.

Crause 5.—It shall not be lawful to punish, by whipping, any female
Slave for any offence committed, or alleged to be committed by her.
And any person offending against this rule, or directing, instigating, or
abetting in any such punishment, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour,

Crausz 6.—The preceding clause does not extend to prevent the owner
of any female Slave, under the age of [ ] years, from causing
her to be punished and corrected for any fault or misconduct by her com-
mitted, in the same manner, and in the same extent, as any child of free
condition may be, and usually is, punished in any school for the education
of youth in the island.

Crause 7.—Crimes which may be hereafter committed by female Slaves,
and which were heretofore punishable by flogging, shall hereafter be pun-
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ished at the discretion of the court of justice, or the owner or manager
directing such punishment, in one or the other of the following modes ;—~
that is to say :—First :—By solitary confinement, with or without work, in
any proper place for that purpose on the estate; provided that no such
place of confinement shall be used for any such purpose, unless and until
some practitioner of medicine in the island, and the protector and guar-
dian, or the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves of the parish where
the same is situate, shall have signed a certificate, in writing, approving
such place of confinement, which certificate shall be transmitted to, and
deposited in the office of the protector and guardian of Slaves; and also
provided that no such solitary confinement shall be continued more than
° | for any one offence ; and that no slave shall be subjected to
punishment by solitary confinement more than[ ] in any one
calendar month. Secondly :—By field stocks or confinement of the hands
during the hours of labour in the field; provided that the period of con-
finement shall not at any one time excecd [ jand shall not
be repeated a second time until [ __ |, Thirdly :—House stocks
for the hands and feet, or either of them, with or without seats, during any
period of the day ; provided that the period of confinement shall not ex-
ceed [ J for any one offence; and that no such punishment
shall be repeated twice within the period of[ '| Fourth :-—
Bed stocks, for the confinement of the feet during the night; provided
that no such punishment shall be repeated within the periodof [ J
Fifthly :—Distinguishing dresses to be used either with or without the
stocks, provided that such punishment be not continued more than [

] for any one offence, and that the same be not repeated within
t ‘|. Sixthly -—Confinement, either solitary or otherwise,
during one of the hours of noon, with or without work during such con-
finement i provided that no such punishment be repeated within the
eriod of |

P Cause 8.—Any person repeating any such punishment as aforesaid, at
an earlier period than is hereby allowed, or continuing any such punish-
ment beyond the period prescribed for that purpose ; or placing any Slave
in solitary confinement in any place which hath not been approved in
manner aforesaid within [. | next preceding such confinement,
or using any stocks for the purpose of punishment, in such a manner as to
affect the health of the Slave confined therein, or as to inflict any perma-
nent injury on her person; or who shall not supply the Slave undergoing
such punishment, when the same shall continue for more than twelve
hours, with a proper quantity of prepared farinaceous food, and with a
proper supply of water; or who shall punish any woman known or supposed
by him to be pregnant, by solitary confinement, or by any stocks applied
in such a manner as to produce the risk of a miscarriage, shall be guilty
of a misdemeanour.

Cxause 9.—In any case in which a male Slave is now, by law, punishable
with flogging, it shall be lawful for his owner or employer, or for any court
of justice, or justice of the peace, having jurisdiction therein, to substitute
for such flogging, any one of the punishments before mentioned; provided
that the conditions and regulations aforesaid, so far as they are applicable
to the case of male slaves, be duly observed.
Cause 10.—None of the before-mentioned punishments shall be in-

flicted on any Slave by the authority of the owner or employer, until
twenty-four hours, at the least, have elapsed from the time of the commis-
sion of the offence for which any such punishment may be so inflicted;
nor unless one person of free condition shall be present at, and witness the

- infliction of such punishment.
Cause 11.—Every person having charge of a task, or working gang of

Slaves exceeding[ jin number, and every owner of, or
other person having the direction of any plantation or estate within the
colony, shall keep a book to be called ‘* The Punishment Record Book.”
And it shall be the duty of such owner, or other person, to enter and re-
cord in the said book, at or immediately after the time of infliction of any
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punishment whatever, on any female Slave, hereby authorized, or on any |
‘male Slave who may be punished in any one day, with any number of
stripes exceeding[ ‘J, or who shall receive any other kind of pun-
ishment hereby authorized, a statement of the nature and particulars of
the offence for or with respect of which such punishment may be inflicted,
and of the time at which, and the place where, the offence was committed,
and of the time at which, and the place where, such punishment was in-
flicted, and of the nature, extent, and particulars of the punishment ; and,
in the cases of male slaves, of the number of stripes actually inflicted
upon the offender, together with the names of the persons by whom, and
by the authority of whom, the punishment was inflicted; and of the per.
sons of free condition present and attending at the infliction of every such
punishment. Any person neglecting to make such entries in the Punish-
ment Record Book, or not making such entry within [ ] after
the infliction of the punishment, shall incur a penalty not exceeding

J nor less than [ J. Persons wilfully or frau-
dulently making a false entry or erasure in any such book, or burning,
destroying, cancelling, or obliterating the same, shall be guilty of a misde-
meanour.
Cause 12,—Every person required to keep a punishment record book

shall, on the first Monday next following the 5th of April, 24th of June,
29th of September, and 25th of December, in each year, repair to the
assistant protector and guardian of Slaves of the parish in which he may
dwell, and produce before him transcripts of every entry which, during the
preceding quarter of a year, may have been made in his Punishment Record
Book ; and shall take the following oath, which such assistant protector and
guardian of Slaves is authorized to administer. “I, AB, the owner (or
manager as the case may be,) of the estate or plantation called
in the parish of in the Island of Jamaica, do make
oath and say, that the writing hereunto annexed, contains a true and exact
copy of every entry which since the day of
last, hath been made in the punishment record book of the before-men-
tioned plantation ; and I do further swear that the said punishment record
book hath been punctually and accurately kept since the said day
of , inthe manner by law required, and that no fraudulent
erasure, or false entry hath been made therein by me, or by any person by
my procurement, or with my knowledge or consent.”
Cause 13.—If any owner or manager shall not, since the time of

making his last preceding return, have inflicted any punishment required
by law to be recorded, then instead of the before-mentioned oath, he
shall take and subscribe before the assistant protector and guardian of
Slaves, of the parish in which he may be resident, the following’ oath:
viz., “I, A. B., do swear, that since the day of
now last past, no punishment hath been inflicted by me or by my order,
or with my knowledge, on any Slave belonging or attached to the planta-
tion called situate in the parish of whereof
Tam owner (or manager as the case may be), excepting punishments in-
flicted on male Slaves not exceeding three lashes; and I further swear that
no entry of any such punishment hath since the day of
beenmade in the punishment record book of the said plantation. So help
me God.”

Cravse 14.—[ ] at the least before the time of making
any such returns, the assistant protector of Slaves of each parish within the
island, shall transmit to the owner, or manager, of every plantation situate
within such parish, a printed blank form of the before-mentioned affidavits,
with a notice of the time and place at which he will attend for the purpose
of receiving the returns and administering the oath aforesaid. And every
such assistant protector of Slaves shall attend from day to day, for [
successive days, for the before-mentioned purposes; and if it should be
made to appear to any such assistant protector and guardian, by the certi-
ficate of any medical practitioner, that any person liable to make such
return is rendered incapable, by sickness, of attending for that purpose,
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then such assistant protector and guardian shall attend any such person at
their place of abode, for the purpose of receiving their returns and taking
the affidavits before mentioned.

Cxiause 15.—Any person refusing or neglecting to make any return, or
to take the oaths required by this Law, shall incura fine, at the discretion
of the court, not exceeding [ ], nor Jess than [ 1.
Any quaker liable to make any such returns, may make the same upon his
solemn affirmation.

Cxavuse 16.—The assistant protector and guardian of Slaves of each
parish, is to transmit to the protector and guardian of Slaves, at his office
in Kingston, the whole of the returns made to him, with the original
affidavits thereto annexed, within [ | next after such
quarterly returns are complete. If any such assistant protector and guar-
dian of Slaves shall himself be the owner or manager of any plantation, he
shall, with the returns, deliver to the protector and guardian of Slaves,
transcript of the entries in his own punishment record book for the last
preceding quarter of a year, with an affidavit sworn before one of the justices
of the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, in the manner and form
before mentioned, under the same penalties as are imposed on other persons
neglecting to make the returns, or to take the oaths aforesaid. Provided,
however, that such assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves may make
such returns of the punishments inflicted on their own Slaves twice only
in each year, if they think proper so to do.
Cxause 17-—The protector and guardian of Slaves is to record, in books

kept by him for that purpose, the whole of the returns so to be made to
him, preserving in his office the originals of such returns and affidavits;. A
distinct book shall be kept for each parish, and in those books the returns
shall be transcribed in alphabetical order, according to the names of th
plantations, and full and exact indexes shall be made to such books. .
Cause 18.—-On the prosecution of the owner or manager of a planta-

tion for inflicting on any Slave any illegal punishment, if the Slave is pro-
duced in open court, and if the traces of a recent flogging shall appear on
the person of such Slave, and if the Slave shall, in open court, declare such
traces to be the consequences of any unlawful punishment or correction,
and, being duly examined by the court, shall make a particular, consistent,
and probable statement of all the circumstances attendant on such unlawful
punishment, then, although such Slave should not be a competent witness,
the owner or manager shall be bound to prove either that the punishment of
which the traces are apparent was not inflicted by him, or by his procure-
ment, or with his knowledge or consent; or that the punishment was a
lawful punishment within the meaning of this Act, and was inflicted in the
presence of one witness of free condition as is hereby required. In default
of such proof, such owner or manager is to be convicted, and judged guilty
ofthe offence imputed to him. No such prosecution shall be discontinued,
except in obedience io a written order issued for that purpose by the
governor under his hand and seal.

Ciause 19.—Persons guilty of swearing falsely, or, being Quakers, of
making a false affirmation under this Act, shall suffer such punishment as,
by the law of Jamaica, may be inflicted on any persons guilty of wilful and
corrupt perjury.
Cuause 20.—Any person convicted of any misdemeanour under this Act

shall, if of free condition, become liable to a fine not exceeding [ 1
nor less than [ ], or to imprisonment for any time not exceeding

], nor less than [ }, or both to fine and imprison-
ment, at the discretion of the court before which such conviction may take
place. If the offender is a Slave, such Slave shall be punished by impri-
sonment and hard labour for any time not exceeding [ ] at the
discretion of the court before which the conviction may take place.

Crause 21.—In case any person shall be convicted of cruelty to any
Slave, the court may, at their discretion, declare the right and interest of
the person so convicted in, and to any such Slave, to be absolutely for-
feited to his Majesty.
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Crawse 22.—If any person shall be twice convicted of inflicting upon
any Slave any cruel and unlawiul punishment, the person so convicted
shall, in addition to the penalties before mentioned, be declared by the
court, before which such second conviction may take place, ahsolutcly
incapable in the law to be the owner or proprietor, or to act as the manager,
overseer, or superintendent, of any Slave or Slaves within the island ; and
all Slaves, of which any such person may at the time of such conviction be
the owner or proprictor, and all the right and interest of any such person
in any such Slaves, shall thenceforth be absolutely forfeited to his Majesty.

Crause 23.—No forfeiture to his Majesty of any Slave, or of any right
or interest in any Slave, shall in any way diminish, affect, or take away,
the right or interest of any person in or to such Slave, except the person
upon the conviction of whom any such forfeiture may be incurred.

Crause 24.—Whenever any such forfeiture as aforesaid shall accrue to
his Majesty, it shall not be carried into effect by the actual seizure or sale
of the forfeited property, until all the particulars and circumstances of the
case shall have been reported to his Majesty, through one of the Secreta-
ries of State, and his Majesty’s pleasure shall have been signified there-
upon; but, pending such reference, the forfeited property shall remain
vested in his Majesty, subject to be divested if his Majesty shall be gra-
ciously pleased to remit the forfeiture.

Cxausz 25.—The protector and guardian of Slaves, in his half yearly
returns to the governor, shall state the particulars of all the returns which,
by virtue of this Act, may have been made to him in the preceding half
year by the assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves within the several
parishes of the island, and the names of the persons, if any, against whom
hemay in the preceding half year have instituted any criminal prosecutions
under this Act.

Notes on a Billfor preventing Abuses in the Punishment of Slaves.

Nore on Crause 1.—The extent of the island of Jamaica, and the
practice of holding Slave courts in different parts of the colony, seem to
require that the assistant protectors and guardians should attend at the
prosecutions of Slaves, where the trial takes place at more than twenty
miles distance from[ ]. As the rules of English law exclude all
persons from acting in criminal proceedings on behalf of the accused party,
except his counsel and attornies, it is necessary to sanction, by express
enactment, the interposition of the protector and guardian.

In Demerara the attendance of the protector of Slaves on all prosecutions,
has been dispensed with, because that duty would not be compatible with
the due discharge of the functions of the same officer as fiscal, and though
separated, those offices were at first held by the same individual. In
Jamaica the same reason will not apply, and therefore the same provision
is there unnecessary.
Nore on Crause 3.—In Demerara, the attendance of six Slaves as

witnesses of punishments has been substituted for the attendance of one
free person, but this relaxation of the rule is to take place only in particular
cases, when very special circumstances may require it; and it is expressly
insisted, that the law should distinctly and unequivocally ascertain the
admissibility of the evidence of all Slaves in the courts of the colony. But
the law of Jamaica differs entirely from that of Demerara with respect to
the general admission of such evidence. Consequently, the partial depar-
ture from the rule which has been allowed in Demerara, could not sately
take place in Jamaica.
Note on Cuiause 6.—This explanatory clause was introduced in Trinidad,

in deference to the wishes of the inhabitants, although it might seem
almost superfluous to declare, that the law had no reference to domestic
discipline in the case of young children.
Note on Crause 7.—The enumeration here made of the punishments

which may be inflicted on females, is taken from the proclamation of the
Governor of Trinidad, of the 23d of June, 1824. That proclamation,
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however, not having defined what interval of time shall intervene between
successive punishments, it is necessary to supply the omission, otherwise
ill-disposed persons might, under colour of law, inflict punishments of
extreme severity, merely by the frequent and early repetition of the same
punishment. The punishment of females, by suspending marks from the
neck, and the use of hand-cuffs, are omitted, because they are scarcely
susceptible of any previous definition sufficiently accurate to prevent abuses.
The same proclamation makes provision for the punishment of a class of

offences, too serious to be adequately corrected by the authority of the

owner, circumscribed as it now is; and in such cases the local magistrates
are authorized to inflict punishments of greater severity, The Jaw of
Jamaica has, however, provided so completely for the punishment of the

offences of Slaves in all ordinary cases, that it seems superfluous to invest

the justices of the peace of that colony with any new powers. Neither
could the general rules established by the proclamation in Trinidad, for the

decision of complaints made by Slaves against their owners, be transferred
to Jamaica, without the repeal of the various provisions which have been

established by Acts of Assembly on that subject. Without expressing any

opinion on the comparative advantages of the Slave Codes of the two
islands, on the subject of the redress of complaints preferred by Slaves
against their owners, it is sufficient to say, that this particular part of the
law, however important, does not fall within the immediate object of the
projected measures of reform.
Note on Cravse 9.—This enactment was introduced into the proclama-

tion of Trinidad, because some proprietors in that island desired to have
it distinctly ascertained that the punishments to be inflicted on females
might legally be applied to the case of male offenders. If experience
should prove their efficacy in the one case, it was supposed that they might
be equally effectual in the other.
Nore on Cause 11.—Personshaving a working gang of six Slaves, as well

as the owners of plantations, are required by the law of Demerara to keep
a record of punishments. This appears to be an improvement on the
Trinidad Order, and especially in reference to Jamaica, where the practice

of working estates by jobbing gangs, is understood to prevail not unfre-
uently.

qNore on Cravusre 16.—The assistant protector and guardian of Slaves
was permitted in Trinidad to make his own returns once in each half year,
instead of making them in each quarter, because his personal attendance
being necessary for that purpose, more frequent returns would have sub-
jected him to serious inconvenience.

Nore on Crause 18.—This Clause, which, in certain cases, raises a
presumption of guilt against the owner or manager, does not appear in the
Act of the Court of Policy of Demerara. In that colony such an enactment
would be superfluous, if, as is stated, a Slave is in all cases adinissible as a
witness under the ancient Dutch laws. It would, of course, be needless
to resort to presumption, when direct legal proof could be adduced. But
in Jamaica this reason does not apply, because the law of that island has
not recognised the admissibility of Slave evidence; and because, even
under the proposed amendments of the Jaw, there will be many cases in
which Slaves could not be heard as witnesses.

Norte on Crause 23.—The express declaration that the forfeiture was
not to extend beyond the interest which the party convicted might have
in the Slave, was introduced, at Trinidad in deference to the wishes of the
inhabitants, and although such a declaration may appear superfluous, yet
it seems most prudent to avoid every posssibility of doubt upon a subject so
Important,
NotE on Crause 24.—The suspension of the forfeiture, so far as respects

the actual sale of the forfeited Slaves, until his Majesty’s pleasure can be
known, was introduced in Trinidad to quiet the apprehensions which the
law had there excited. There can be no objection to extending a similar
modification to the Island of Jamaica; but of course the right of the
crown to the forfeited Slaves must be preserved inviolate, although the
exercise of that right be suspended during the reference to England.
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No. 6.

Extract from a Despatch from his Grace the Duke of Manchester to Earl
Bathurst, K. G., dated King’s House, Jamaica, 12th June 1826.

REFERRING your Lordship to my communication of 29th ultimo, I
have the honour to inform your Lordship that I have this day dissolved
the House of Assembly, and directed writs to be prepared, calling a new
assembly, for the 28th proximo, so that I shall be prepared for any instruc-
tions your Lordship may be pleased to furnish me with, relative to the time
when the new assembly should meet.

Should I receive no such instruction from your Lordship, my present
intention is to call the new assembly about the 20th September, which will
afford sufficient time for putting your Lordship in possessionof the decision
of the Assembly relative to the propositions to be submitted to them before
the meeting of Parliament, and will enable the Legislature to dispose of the
general business of the Island, without the inconvenience of an extra-
ordinary session.

 

No. 7.

My Lorp, King’s House, Jamaica, 28th June 1826.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the
llth May (No. 5), accompanied by the substance of eight Bills, con-
taining all the provisions of the Order in Council of 10th March, 1824,
for improving the condition of Slaves in the Island of Trinidad. And
copies of these documents, as well as of your Lordship’s despatch,
have been prepared and transmitted to the Attorney and Advocate
General, and Mr. Rennalls, the Judge of the Court of Vice- Admiralty.
And your Lordship may be assured, that I shall avail myself of all the
advantage which my long and intimate acquaintance with the established
usages of the Colonial Assembly may supply, in order to ensure the most
favourable reception, by the two branches of the Legislature, of the several
important objects which I am instructed to submit to their consideration.
In the mean time I shall take care to furnish your Lordship with a copy of
such report as may be made to ne by the law officers of the crown, after
they have given to your Lordship’s despatch, and to the documents which
accompanied it, their most mature consideration.
As the several points to be submitted to the Assembly are so distinct as

not to require any prolonged discussion or consideration, it is my present
intention that the new assembly shall not meet until the first Tuesday in
October, which being four weeks sooner than the usual period, will afford
sufficient time for their deliberations, and my communicating to your
Lordship the result of them before the next meeting of Parliament.

 

I have &c.
(Signed) MANCHESTER.

The Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e,

No. 8.

My Lorp, King’s House, Jamaica, October, 16th 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information the copy
of my speech to the two branches of the Legislature at the opening of the
session, which took place on the tenth instant, Also copies of the
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addresses of the Council and Assembly, the latter of which will not be pre-

sented until Tuesday next, but has been agreed to by the House. Lat the

same time transmit to your Lordship the copy of a messageI sent to the

Council and Assembly on the twelfth instant, together with a document

containing in substance all the provisions of the eight Bills which ac-

companied your Lordship’s despatch of the eleventh of May last.

I have also the honour to transmit to your Lordship drafts of the eight

Bills altered and adapted to the usages of this Colony by the law officers

of the crown, together with a report from them on the subject. My mes-

sage has been referred to a committee of the whole House, on the state of

the Island to be taken into consideration on the 19th instant, and it is in-

tended to propose a conference with the Council on the subject matter of

the propositions which have been brought before them. Whether the

Assembly will agree to ask such conference, and what the result of it, if

agreed to, may be, I cannot venture to anticipate.
I have the honour to be, my Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient,
humble Servant,

(Signed) MANCHESTER.

The Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

 

Gentlemen of the Council, .
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I HAVE called you together at an earlier period than usual, in order

to afford you ample time for deliberating upon certain propositions re-

garding the Slave population to which I have been instructed to direct

your attention.
I shall lose no time in putting you in possession of the substance of

the instructions I have received, and I have no doubt that you will

entertain them with that respect which is due to all subjects submitted
to you by his Majesty’s command.

Mr. Speaker and ‘Gentlemen of the Assembly, I trust that you will

grant such supplies as may be found necessary for the public service.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

The anxiety his Majesty’s government will feel to learn the result of

your proceedings induces me to hope that you will take into consideration
the several matters which will be brought before you without delay.

It will form a most pleasing part of my duty should your policy and

wisdom enable me to lay at his Majesty’s feet a code of laws respecting
the Slave population conformable to the spirit of the unanimous resolu-

tions of the two Houses of Parliament, and at the same time advantageous
to this colony.

 

To his Grace William Duke of Manchester, Captain General

and Governor in Chief of this his Majesty’s Island of

Jamaica and the Territories thereon depending in America,

Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the same.

THe HUMBLE ADDRESS OF THE COUNCIL.

May tt please your Grace,
WE hisMajesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects the Council, beg leave

to return your Grace our best thanks for the speech with which you have

been pleased to open this session. . .

We acknowledge your Grace’s accustomed consideration in affording us

abundant time for deliberating upon those propositions regarding the Slave

population which your Grace has been instructed to submit to us. We trust
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it is unnecessary for us to assure your Grace, that we shall immediately
take them into consideration, with all the deference and respect due to
every subject communicated to us by his Majesty’s command.
Your Grace may confidently rely on the continued desire ofthe Council

to contribute, by all the means in their power, to the establishmentof a
code of laws respecting the Slave population, conformable in principle to
the declared sense of the two Houses of Parliament, and at the same time
advantageous to this Colony.

Passed the Council,
this 12th day of October 1826.

(Signed) W. BULLOCK, Clk. Council.

 

May it please your Grace,
WE his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Assembly of Jamaica,

return your Grace our thanks for your speech at the opening of the session,
We notice that your Grace has called us together at an earlier period

than usual, to deliberate upon certain propositions regarding the Slave
population to which you have been instructed to direct our attention.

Whatever propositions or instructions your Grace shall put us in pos-
session of, you may be assured we shall entertain with that respect which
is due to all subjects submitted to us by his Majesty’s command.
The impoverished state to which this island has been reduced in

common with all his Majesty’s other colonies in the West Indies, b
oppressive imposts upon the staple productions of our soil, aggravated b
the agitation of measures relating to the labouring class of our population,
will render it extremely difficult for us to raise the usual supplies; at the
same time we beg to assure your Grace that no exertion shall be wanting
on our parts te raise such supplies as may be absolutely necessary for
the public service.

It will be highly gratifying to us to enable your Grace to lay at his
Majesty’s feet, such amendmentsof our Slave code as our own local
knowledge and experience convince us will be advantageous to this
colony.

 

Messagefrom the Governor to the Assembly.
Mr. Speaxer.—HIS Grace the governor has been instructed by his

Majesty’s government to submit to the House the several propositions
accompanying this message, and which have for their object the improve-
ment of the condition of the Slave population. ,

His Grace has been induced to embrace them all in one communication,
in order to prevent any unnecessary interruption of the proceedings of the
House.
Upon a subject of so much importance and involving in its consequences

the future welfare of the Colony, his Grace feels it his duty to observe
that the propositions now submitted to the House have received the un-
qualified approbation of both Houses of Parliament, and as in addition to
those high authorities; the voice of the nation at large has loudly and
unequivocally called for a melioration of the condition of the Slaves in the
West Indies, his Grace hopes that the House will cheerfully concur in mea-
sures which experience has shewn to be attended with no inconvenience
in those Colonies where the experiment has been tried.
The First Proposition regards the establishing an officer to be called

the protector and guardian of Slaves.
This officer to be appointed by his Majesty under the Sign Manual,

and to continue during his Majesty’s pleasure. In the event of the death,
resignation, mental incapacity, removal, suspension, or temporary absence
of such officer, the governor to appoint an acting protector and guardian.
The duty of the protector or acting protector to be discharged in person,
and not by deputy. The protector or acting protector before he enters
on the execution of his office to take an oath for the faithful discharge
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of his duty. No protector or acting protector to own any plantation or

Slave employed in agriculture, nor have any interest by mortgage or
otherwise in any plantation or Slaves, and be incapable of representing

absentees or acting as guardian, trustee, executor, receiver or otherwise

as manager or as overseer, agent or attorney, for or upon any plantation.

If any such protector or acting protector shall acquire or hold property

in his own or wife’s right, or as trustee, or shall act as such, his office of

protector to be thereupon declared void by notice from the governor to be

published in the Royal Gazette of this island, provided that all Acts done

by such protector or acting protector, after such forfeiture, and before such

notice as aforesaid, shall be effectual as if no such forfeiture had taken

place. Protector or acting protector constantly to reside in the island
unless by leave from his Majesty or the governor, which is not to exceed

‘| at one time, and leave not to be granted unless on a

certificate of some medical practitioner. The protector or acting pro-

tector to keep an office in the town of St. Jago de la Vega, and to attend

there on such day, and during such hours, as the governor may appoint.

All the records to be preserved in such office. One or more assistant

protector to be appointed by the govermor in every parish to assist the

protector and obey his instructions. Such assistant protector to be in the

commission of the peace for the parish where they act as assistant pro-

tectors. ‘The oftice of assistant protector to be held during his Majesty’s

pleasure. The protector or acting protector, and the assistant protector
to receive salaries in lieu of fees and other emoluments, on pain of being
indicted for a misdemeanour; and on conviction in the Supreme or Assize
Courts, to be subject to a penalty not exceeding pounds, and
to become disqualified from holding such office. In all prosecutions for
the murder of a Slave, or any offence against the person of a Slave, the.

protector or acting protector to attend and act as public prosecutor;
but at a distance of miles from Spanish Town, the assistant
protector whose residence shall be most near the place of trial, to attend
and act as public prosecutor. This regulation not to prevent the attorney-
general from acting in such prosecutions as he has heretofore done, or the
owner of a deceased or injured Slave employing counsel or attorney to
conduct such prosecution. On the first Monday after the 25th December,
and the first Monday after the 24th June, the protector or acting protector
to deliver to the governor a written report of his proceedings during the
preceding half year; such report to contain a statement of all prosecutions
in which he or his assistants may have acted, with the dates and
proceedings had therein respectively, together with such particulars as are
or may be required by law to be therein stated, such report to be verified
on oath before the governor, and then, and not before, the governor
to grant a warrant for protector’s salary. The government to transmit
the report to one of his Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State. Any
protector, acting protector or assistant protector, guilty of making any
fraudulent erasure, interlineation or false entry in protector's records,
or burning, cancelling, obliteration or destruction of the same, to be liable
to be indicted for a misdemeanour, and on conviction in the Supreme or
Assize Court, to be subject to a penalty not exceeding pounds, or

imprisonment not exceeding , or both at the discretion of the court.
The Second Proposition regards the admission of the evidence of Slaves.
In order to give effect to this proposition, it will be necessary to provide

that every clergyman of the Established Church, ministers of the Kirk,
and every Roman Catholic priest, and carrying on no other business or
occupation with a view to profit, except that of a schoolmaster, shall be
authorized to transmit to the protector, or acting protector, or assistant
protector of the parish where he resides, certificates setting forth the
names, colour, and place of abode, and the name of the owner of any
Slave whom they deem sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion,
to understand the nature and obligation of an oath, to express the place of
residence of such person granting the same, and the date thereof. Such
certificate to be registered by the protector in a book to be kept for that
pwpose. No such certificate to be granted by any priest or minister
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professing the Roman Catholic religion, unless by a written license from
the secretary for the colonies, or the governor, nor unless such license
shall be in force at the time of signing such certificate, and shall have
been registered in the protector’s office. All Slaves to be received as
witnesses in all courts, civil and criminal, on producing a certified copy
under the hand of the protector or acting protector, of the entry relating
to such Slave, together with proof of identity of the party producing the
same; such certificate to be granted without any fee. No Slave to be
admitted as an evidence in any action, or proceeding of a civil nature, in
which his or her owner is interested. ‘The admission of the evidence of
Slaves not to extend to cases where a white person, or person of free
condition, shall be charged with, or prosecuted for, any capital crime. No
Slave to be competent to give evidence in any case where he would have
been incompetent if of free condition. The names of all Slaves certified
as competent to give evidence, to be included in the protector’s half-yearly
report.
The Third Proposition regards the enabling Slaves, under certain restric-

tions, to purchase their freedom,
In order to give effect to this proposition, it will be necessary to consoli-

date the provisions of an Act, 5 Geo. 4, for removing impediments to the
manumission of Slaves, by owners having only a limited interest, and to
repeal the said Act. To declare that no duty, fee, or tax shall be paid on any
manumission, or recording any manumission, but the secretary of the island
to be paid by the public for recording of such manumission at the rate
established by law. Any person taking or demanding any duty, tax, or
fee of office, save as aforesaid, to be liable to indictment; and on convic-
tion, subject to a penalty not exceeding . That it shall
de lawful for any Slave to purchase his or her freedom, or that of the wife,
or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, or reputed wife, or husband, or
child, brother, or sister, of such Slave. If the owner of such Slave be un-
willing to consent to such manumission, or shall, from any cause, be unable
to execute a valid manumission, or if the person having any estate or
interest in such Slave, shall be a minor, married woman, idiot, or lunatic,
or if the owner be absent from the island unrepresented, or such owner
shall not be known, or if any action, suit, or other proceeding, be depending
on any court in this island wherein the estate or title to such Slave shall be
in dispute, or if the owner shall demand a price for the freedom of the
Slave greater than, in the judgment of the protector, or acting protector,
shall appear the real value of such Slave, in such case the chief justice, or
in case such Slave, or the owner, shall reside at a greater distance than

miles from St. Jago de la Vega, any assistant-judge of the Supreme
Court, or justice of assize, on the application of the protector, acting pro-
tector, or assistant protector, to summon in writing the owner, or person in
possession, of such Slave, requiring such person to appear at a fixed time,
and at a convenient place, to be in such notice mentioned before the chief
justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, the protector, or acting pro-
tector, to publish in the three county newspapers, for three weeks succes-
sively, notice of the time and place appointed as aforesaid, with the name
or names of the Slaves, the place of their residence for the preceding
twelve months, and requiring all persons claiming any interest in such
Slave, either in their own right, or as the legal representatives of others, to
attend and prefer their claim; that at the time and place fixed for such
purpose, the chiefjustice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, as the case
may be, in the presence of the protector, acting protector, or assistant
protector; also in the presence of the owner, or person in possession. of
such Slave, or in the absence of such owner, or person in possession, of
such Slave, proof being just made of the due service and publication of
such notice, to proceed to hear in a summary way what may be alleged by
the protector, acting protector, or assistant protector, and by the owner, or
any person, claiming any interest in the Slave proposed to be manumized;
and in case of their refusal to effect such manumission by private contract,
or that there be any other legal impediment to such Slave obtaining his
manumission, then the chiefjustice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, to



JAMAICA. 29

require the protector and the owner, or person interested in such Slave, to
nominate an appraiser of the value of such Slave, and the chief justice,

assistant-judge, or justice of assize, to nominate an umpire between such

appraisers; and the said appraisers are to be sworn to make an impartial
appraisement before thechief justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize.
The appraisers to make a joint valuation of the Slave to be manumized,
and certify the same to the chief justice, assistant-judge, or justice of

assize ; and in case such joint certificate be not delivered as aforesaid

within days, then the umpire having been duly sworn to certify

his valuation, which valuation, whether made bythe joint appraisers, or by

the umpire, to be binding and conclusive. ; After such valuation, the chief

justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, to authorize the receiver-
general to receive the amountofsuch valuation, after making, in the cases
hereinafter particularly mentioned, such deduction therefrom for the

expense of the appraisement as hereafter directed, and to place the sum
when paid to the credit of the person or persons interested in the said
Slave, bearing an interest of per cent., as long as the same shall
remain in the hands of the receiver-general. The receiver-general to give
to the protector, acting protector, or assistant protector, a certificate that

the said sum has been paid to him; and on the production of such certifi-
cate, the chief justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, to make a decla-
ration under his hand and seal that the proceedings required by law have
been duly observed, touching the Slave in the said declaration named, and
thereupon the Slave to be deemed and taken to be free. The said valua-
‘tion, receiver-general’s certificate, and the declaration aforesaid, to be

recorded in a separate book for manumissions in the office of the secretary
of the island, and not to be delivered out, except under an order of the

Court of Chancery, or Supreme Court, but to be preserved as original
documents, and certified copies of the same to be received as evidence in
all courts. The amount of the valuation, or the interest thereof, to be paid

by the receiver-general, under an order of the Court of Chancery, or

Supreme Court, upon the application of the parties interested in the money;
such money to be considered as of the same nature with the real or per-
sonal estate as the Slave would have been if no proceedings had taken
place. The said money to be liable to the same descent, limitations, trust-
debts, and encumbrances, as the Slave was subject to. The courts to have
power to direct the principal or interest to be paid by the receiver-general,
according to the rights of the different owners or their creditors. That in
case of a Slave thus manumized having belonged to a tenant for life, or a
tenant for life shall have become entitled to the interest of the money, and
such Slave, after being so manumized, if a male, shall die in the life-time
of the tenant for life, or, being a female, shal! die in the life-time of the
tenant for life, without leaving any children, in such case the person in
remainder not to be considered entitled to the principal or interest of the
said money, but to belong to the tenant for life, without prejudice to the
creditors of the person who limited the said Slave in settlement, or the
creditors of the tenant for life. That in all cases where the appraisement
of Slaves may become necessary, by reason of the refusal of their owners
to effect their manumission, or by reason of any difference of opinion
between the owner, and the protector, acting protector, or assistant pro-
tector, of Slaves, respecting the value of such Slave, the expense of
appraisement to be equally divided between the owner and the Slave
manumized; and where appraisement becomes necessary, in consequence
ofany legal disability to effect a valid manumission, so muchof the expense
as would have been borne by the owner, in case of refusal to manumize,
should be deducted from the amount of the valuation, and the residue
thereof paid to the receiver-general. That before the manumission of any
Slave by private contract, notice of such intended manumission be given
to the protector, acting protector, or assistant protector, who, on behalf of
the said Slave, should ascertain that the owner is competent to effect such
manumission, and without fee prepare the proper deed of manumission;
the same to be executed in the presence of the protector, acting protector,
or assistant protector, or some witness to be by him appointed; and after
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being so executed, to be by such protector, acting protector, or assistant
protector, recorded in the secretary’s office within one month, under a
penalty of . No bond to be given to the churchwardens.
In case a deed of manumission be executed without any valuable considera.
tion, the Slave so manumized, before the execution of such deed, appear
before the protector, acting protector, or assistant protector, as the case
may require ; and if it appear that the Slave, about to be gratuitously
manumized, is under the age of , or above the age of ,
or labours under any habitual disease, or infirmity, the person about to
effect such manumission to enter into bond, on thé penal sum of ;
for the feeding, clothing, and maintaining, until the age of _ _years;
in case of infancy of the Slave about to be manumized, or during life; in
the case of adults of years, or labouring under such sickness or
infirmity as aforesaid; and no such manumission to be valid or enrolled in
the secretary’s office until such bond shall have been executed and recorded,
The protector to include in his half yearly report to the governor, a state-
ment of the names of all the Slaves so manumized.
The Fourth Proposition relates to the celebration of marriages amongst

Slaves, and declaring such marriages valid in law. ;
_The following provisions will be necessary in order to give effect to this

proposition. ;
Slaves desirous to intermarry, to apply to protector, acting protector or

assistant protector of the parish in which the female Slave may reside, for
a marriage license, producing the consent in writing, of their owner or ma-
nager. If the owner or manager refuse consent, to be summoned before
protector; and in failing to prove that the marriage would be injurious to
the parties, the license to issue. No fee to be taken on such license so to
be granted by the protector, acting protector, or assistant protector, such
license to authorize any clergyman of the Established Church, minister of
the Kirk, priest or curate professing the Roman Catholic religion, or any
public teacher of religion, carrying on no other occupation of profit except
that of a schoolmaster, to solemnize the marriage of such Slaves, provided
that no such public teacher as last mentioned, be authorized to solemnize
any marriage unless he shall have obtained a license from his Majesty’s se-
cretary of state, for the colonies or the governor, nor unless such license
shall have been registered in the office of the protector. All marriages
conforming to the foregoing regulations, to be declared valid in law. No
such marriage to confer any rights inconsistent with the duties Slaves owe
to their owners, or at variance with the rights which the owner and the
government by law now exercise over such Slaves, and their issue. Per-
sons solemnizing such marriages, to transmit, under penalty, to the protector
or acting protector, a certificate of such marriage, which is to be registered
in the protector’s office, stating the date, names, and description of the con-
tracting parties, their place of abode, and the officiating minister’s name.
No marriage between Slaves to be deemed valid, which would be invalid
between persons of free condition.
A statement of the licenses granted, and marriages solemnized, to be in-

cluded in protector’s half yearly report.
The Fifth Proposition relates to the suppression of public markets on Sun-

days, and for preventing Slaves being compelled to labour on that day.
In order to accomplish this object, it will be necessary to declare that

after the 31st of December next, no person of free condition, shall expose
on a Sunday, after the hour of ten o’clock in the forenoon, any goods or
provisions for sale in any market, or in any shop, or other place, under pain
of incurring such punishments, as persons so offending in the United King-
dom, are liable to by any law nowin force there ; and if any Slave do com-
mit such offence, the goods so exposed, to be forfeited and sold by order
of any justice of the peace ; and the proceeds of such sale shall be applied
one-third to the informer, and the remainder to such pious and charitable
purposes as such justice shall direct. His Majesty to be authorized to di-
rect the governor to issue a proclamation for the abolition of all markets
throughout the island, on a Sunday; and as soon as such proclamation shall
have been issued, all acts before prohibited, to be done atter the hour of
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ten in the forenoon, shall be unlawful, if done at any time of a Sunday,
provided that nothing shall extend to prevent the sale of fresh meat or fresh
fish or milk, on a Sunday; such sale however not to take place in any town
or place during the hours appointed for the celebration of Divine service
therein, This regulation not to extend to prevent the sale of medicines, nor
to the keeping open any tavern or lodging house, during any part of Sunday,
No Slave to be employed between the houroften on Saturday night, and sun-
rise on the following Monday, for the profit or advantage of the owner of
such Slave, under a penalty on such owner, not exceeding or
less than . No white person, or person of free condition
to hire any Slave to work between the hours before mentioned for any wages
under the same penalty, as would attach to the owner employing such
Slaves. This prohibition not to extend to the necessary attendance of
Slaves upon the persons or in the family of their owners or employers,
nor to prevent the performance of any necessary labour by any Slave in
the preservation of, or attending the cattle or live-stock on any plantation,
or to prohibit Slaves from being employed as watermen, or in nursing, or
attendance on the sick, or in making preparation for any interment, or in
extinguishing any fire, or in preventing any immediate loss, injury, or dan-
ger to the property of his or her owner or employer, and no Slave so em-
ployed, to be entitled to any hire or wages for such service.
The Sixth Proposition has for its object to enable Slaves to acquire pro-

perty, and to make provision for the safe keeping of such property by the
establishment of banks for savings.

In order to give effect to this proposition, it will be necessary to repeal
the 39th, 40th, and 48th sections of the Consolidated Slave Law. To pro-
vide that all persons in a state of slavery, shall be competent to purchase,
acquire, hold, alienate, or dispose of lands, money, cattle, implements of
husbandry, household furniture, and other effects, of such, or the like na-
ture, of any value or amount, as fully and amply as if they were of free
condition. This privilege not to extend to repeal such parts of the Conso-
lidated Slave Law as prohibits Slaves from having in their possession any
fire-arms, pikes, sabres, swords, cutlasses, lances, gunpowder, slugs or ball
without the knowledge of their owner or manager, nor to repeal another
Act passed in the eighth year of his late Majesty, Geo. II., entitled “ An
Act to prevent hawking and pedling, and disposing of Goods clandes-
tinely ;” orof a certain other Act passed in the fiftieth year of his late Ma-
jesty Geo. II1., entitled “ An Act to repeal an Act for preventing De-
predations on Coffee and other produce, and for discovering and punishing
Receivers of stolen Produce, and for better regulating Certificates of the
Growth of such Produce, and for making further provision against the evils
contemplated in the said Act” as prohibits any Slave from selling, dispo-
sing of, or possessing any of the articles of produce which he or she is by
the said two last-mentioned Acts, or either of them, prohibited from selling
or disposing of, or possessing, except or otherwise than with the permission
and in the manner, and under the circumstances therein mentioned. The

protector or acting protector, to bring, prosecute, or defend any suit or ac-

tion in any court of justice in behalf of any Slave in respect of any such
property, as they are by Jaw competent to purchase, receive, hold, alienate,

or dispose of any thing in the proviso, contained in a certain Act made and
passed in the sixth year of his present Majesty, entitled, “ An Act to en-
able Slaves to receive Bequests of Money or other personal Estate” or any
other Act, law, usage, or custom to the contrary thereof, in anywise not-

withstanding. But for the better preserving the property of such Slaves,
banks for savings, shall be established, and interest at the rate of ;

per centum, per annum, allowed on every sum deposited, as hereinafter
mentioned. Such savings banks to be under the control of the protec-
tor and guardian of Slaves, and the governor authorized to appoint mana-
gers of such banks, and to make such regulations for the managing of such
banks as may be necessary to prevent the misapplication of any money
which may be there deposited, as may be necessary. Such regulations tu
be transmitted to the colonial department for his Majesty's approbation.
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The several officers so to be appointed for the management of such banks, —
to pay over to the receiver-general, all such sums as shall have been depo-
sited with them, respectively, and which said sums sopaid to the receiver
general, shall be deemed as so much borrowed by the public ofthis island, and
for the payment of which, and also of interest, at the rate of
per centum, the public faith to stand pledged to the Slaves or persons en.
titled to receive the same. The recciver-general to pay such principal and
interest to the persons entitled thereto, and to give security in such sum
as the commissioners of accounts may approve of, for the due performance
of such duty. Persons appointed to take charge of savings banks, to enter
into such security as may be approved of by the governor, for the due per-
formance of their duty, and the punctual payment to the receiver-general
of all such sums as may from time to time, be deposited with them. Slaves
making a deposit in any savings banks, to be at liberty to make a declara-
tion of the manner in which, in the event of his or her death, the monies so
deposited shall be disposed of. Such declaration to be recorded in a book
to be kept for that purpose. And that upon the death of the Slave making
such declaration, the same to be taken to be his will, unless such Slave shall
have made any other disposition thereof. The marriage of any Slave after
such declaration, to be deemed a revocation of such declaration. Andifa
Slave die intestate without having made any such declaration, the amount
of the monies so deposited by such Slave, to be disposed of in favour of
such persons as would, according to the law of England, be entitled to such
property. No deposit of money to be received at any bank, at any one
time, or in any one week, exceeding the sum of , in the
whole, unless the consent, in writing, of the owner or manager, be pro-
duced; and if a Slave be desirous, at any one time, or in any one week, to
make a deposit exceeding the sum of , and the owner or
attorney of such Slave shall refuse his or her consent, the Protector or
acting protector, is to require such owner or manager, by written notice,
to appear before him; and if such owner or manager do not show sufficient
cause why the deposit should not be made, then the protector, or acting
protector, to issue an order, in writing, requiring the manager of the
savings bank, to receive the amount of the deposit. The protector, or act-
ing protector, to include in his half-yearly report, the amount of the several
sums deposited in the several savings banks, and all such sums as shall
have been paid over to the receiver-general in the preceding half-year.
The Seventh Proposition is intended to prevent the separation of Slaves

being members of the same family, by virtue of any legal process.
It will be necessary to provide, that in the execution of any judgment,

sentence, decree, or order of any court of justice, or levy made by any
collecting constable, no Slave having a husband, or wife, or child, under the
age of , or a reputed husband, wife, or child, under that
age, who may be the property of the same person or persons, shall be
levied on, seized, or sold, unless they be sold together and in one lot, and
to the same purchaser; and any sale, execution, or levy, not conforming to
this regulation, shall be null and void in law. If the officer or person
makinga levy on Slaves under any judicial process, be unable to ascertain
whether any Slaves levied on, has or has not, a husband, or wife, or child,
or reputed husband, or wife, or child, under the age of
years, belonging to the same owner, such officer to make a special return
of such circumstance to the court, by which the process has been awarded;
and in the case of a collecting constable, such return to be made to the
Supreme Court, except where a levy may have been made by order of the
Court of Chancery, when such return shall be made to the said court; and
thereupon the court to which such return shall be made, shall direct a copy
thereof to be transmitted to the protector and guardian of Slaves, and upon
hearing what may be alleged by such protector or acting protector, and
by the several parties in the action, cause, suit, or proceeding, in respect
of which such execution or process had been awarded; and in case of a
levy or levies made by any collecting constable, or his deputy, after hear-
ing what may be alleged as well by the said protector or acting protector
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as by any other persons interested in the said levy, and by the collecting
constable, to decide whether the Slave so levied on hath or hath not any
husband, or wife, or child, or reputed husband, or wife, or child, under
such age as aforesaid, belonging to the said person or persons, and such
court to make an order upon such provost-marshal, or his deputy or collecting
constable, or other officer requiring him either to proceed to the sale of
the single Slave or not, as the case may be.
The Eighth Proposition regulates the punishment of Slaves under judi-

cial sentence, or by the authority of the owner or other person having the
management of Slaves.
For this purpose it will be necessary that in all prosecutions where any

Slaves may be charged with any capital offence, or which may be punish-
able by imprisonment for life, or transportation, notice of trial be given
to the protector and guardian, or acting protector, as by “ An Act for the
Subsistence, Clothing, and better Regulation and Government ofSlaves, and
for enlarging the Powers of the Council of Protection for preventing im-
proper transfers of Slaves, and for other Purposes,” is required to be given
to the owner or possessor of such Slaves, and the protector and guardian,
or acting protector is to attend such trial as the protector of such Slave.
If the trial take place at more than miles from the town of
St. Jago de la Vega, the assistant protector to attend, whose residence is
nearest; and in the event of such assistant being in any way interested in
the trial, then the next nearest assistant to attend. That no whip, cat, or
other instrument of the like nature, be carried by any person superintend-
ing the labour of Slaves upon any plantation, or to use any such instru-
ment for the purpose of coercing Slaves to perform labour, or to carry or
exhibit anywhere such instrument as an emblem of authority. And any
person offending against this regulation, or instigating such offence, shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour. No more than lashes to
be inflicted on any Slave in any one day, nor any corporal punishment at
any time administered, unless the Slave shall be free from the effects of
any former whipping, nor any punishment be inflicted on a Slave, until
twenty-four hours after the offence for which punishment may be required,
nor unless one person of free condition be present and witness the punish-
ment, in addition to him by whose order the punishment may be inflicted.
Every person guilty of offending, or assisting in offending against this
regulation, to be declared guilty of a misdemeanour. This regulation not
to extend to punishments inflicted under judicial sentence. No corporal
punishment to be inflicted on any female Slave for any offence whatever,
under the penalty of the person inflicting or directing the same, being de-
clared guilty of a misdemeanour. Female children under the age of ,
to be still liable to such punishment as children of free condition would be
liable to in any school for the educationof youth. Offences committed by
female Slaves, to be punished at the discretion of the court of justice, or
magistrate having competent jurisdiction in that behalf, or the owner or
manager directing such punishment in one or other of the following modes.
First. By solitary confinement with or without work in any gaol or work-
house, where such punishment may be awarded by a court, or magistrate ; or
on the plantation, where such punishment may be awarded by the manager
or owner. No place of confinement to be used as such until some medical
practitioner and the protector, acting protector, or assistant protector of the

parish where the same is situate, shall have signed a certificate approving of
such place of confinement. Such certificate to be deposited in the office of
the said protector. Nosuch solitary confinement to be continued more than

for any one offence, and no female Slave to be punished
by solitary confinement more than in any one month.
Second. By field stocks or confinement of the hands during the hours of
labour in the field, such confinement not to exceed
nor to be repeated until ._ Third. House stocks
for the hands and feet, or either of them, with or without seats during the
day, not exceeding and not to be repeated until
Fourth. Bed stocks for the confinement of the feet during the night, but
not to be repeated within . Fifth. Distinguishing dresses,
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with or without the stocks, such punishment not to continue more than
, nor to be repeated within - Sixth. Confinement, either |

solitary or otherwise, during one of the hours of noon, with or without
work, but not be repeated within theperiod of If any
person repeat any or cither of such punishments as aforesaid, at an earlier
period than allowed, or continue any or either of such punishments beyond
the period limited for that purpose, or shall place any female Slave in
solitary confinement, in any place which has not been approved of in the
manner before mentioned, within next preceding such con-
finement, or shall use any stocks for the purpose ofany punishment, in such
a manner as to affect the health of the Slave confined therein, oras to inflict
any permanent injury on her person, or who shall not supply the Slave
undergoing such punishment, when the same shall continue more than
twelve hours, with a proper quantity of wholesome food, and with a proper
supply of water, or who shall punish any woman known or suspected by
him or her to be pregnant, by solitary confinement, or by any stocks applied
in such a manner as to produce risk of miscarriage, to be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanour. Courts ofjustice, or justice of the peace havingjurisdic-
tion therein, to be empowered to substitute for flogging any or either of
the punishments before mentioned. Neither of such punishments to be
inflicted until twenty-four hours after the commission of the offence, nor
unless in the presence of one person of free condition. Every owner or
manager of any plantation, or of any Jobbing gang, exceeding [ }
in number, to keep a book, to be called the punishment record book, in
which all punishments must be registered, and a statement of the particulars
of the offence, the time and place where it was committed, and the time at
which punishment may have been inflicted, stating also the nature of such
punishment, by whose authority, and in whose presence it was inflicted.
And any person neglecting to make such entries within after
every such punishment, shall be subject to a penalty not exceeding
nor less than . Any fraudulent or false entry, or wilful destruction
or obliteration of the said book by an owner or manager, to be declared a
misdemeanour. Transcripts of every entry inthe punishment record book
to be produced quarterly, before the assistant protector, by the person
keeping such record book, who is to take the following oath: “I A. B., the
owner (manager, attorney, or overseer, as the case may be,) of the planta-
tion, penn, or settlement, called in the parish of in
the island of Jamaica, or of the jobbing gang worked by me, as the case
may be, do make oath, and say that the writing hereunto annexed, contains
a true and correct copy of every entry which, since the day of

last past, hath been made in the record punishment book
of the before-mentioned plantation, penn, or settlement (or of the said
jobbing gang, as the case may be): And I do further swear, that the said
punishment record book hath been punctually and accurately kept since
the said day of ,in the manner by law required, and
that no fraudulent erasure or false entry hath been made therein by me,
or by any person by my procurement, or with my knowledge, privity, or
consent.” Where no punishment shall have been inflicted on any planta-
tion during any quarter, instead of the preceding oath, the following shall
be taken by the owner or manager: “ I A. B. doswear that from the
day of now last past, no punishment hath been inflicted by me
or by my orders, or with my knowledge, privity, or consent, on any Slave
belonging or attached to the plantation, penn, or settlement, called ,
situate in the parish of (or belonging to the jobbing gang,)
whereof I am owner (attorney, manager, or overseer, as the case may be,)
excepting punishments inflicted on male Slaves, not exceeding three
lashes; and J further swear, that no entry of any such punishment hath,
since the day of been made in the punishment record
book of the said plantation, penn, or settlement, or of the said jobbing
gang. Sohelpme God.” Assistant protector to be required, within
days before such transcripts of entries in the record book are to be produced
to him, to furnish the owner or manager required so to keep such record
book witha printed blank form of the before-mentioned affidavits, with a
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notice of the time and place at which he will attend for the purpose of
receiving such transcripts, and administering the oaths before mentioned ;

and every such assistant protector and guardian of Slaves shall attend from
day to day, for successive days, for the before-mentioned purposes;
and if it should be made to appear to any such assistant protector and
guardian by the certificate of any medical practitioner, that any person
liable to make and verify such transcripts as aforesaid, is rendered incapable,
by sickness, of attending for that purpose, then such assistant protector and
guardian to attend every such person at his or her place of abode, for the
purpose of receiving and taking such transcripts and affidavits as before
mentioned. Persons refusing or neglecting to make and produce svch
transcripts to forfeit the sum of . The affirmation of Quakers
to be admitted, The assistant protector in every parish to transmit to the
protector the several transcripts produced to him, with the original affi-
davits annexed thereto within after such quarterly returns are
completed. And if he himself be owner or manager of any plantation or
jobbing gang as aforesaid, he shall, with such transcripts and aftidavits,
deliver to the protector a transcript of his own entries for the preceding
quarter, sworn to before a Judge of the Supreme or Assize Courts, in the
form and under the penalties on other persons neglecting to comply with
such regulation. Assistant protector not to be required to transmit such
transcripts of the entries of punishments inflicted on their own Slaves
oftener than twice in each year; all such transcripts to be recorded ina

book to be kept for that purpose by the protector, and the originals to be
preservedin his office. A separate book to be kept for each parish. The
transcripts to be entered in alphabetical order, according to the names of
the plantations, or those having charge of jobbing gangs, and an exact

index to be made to every book. ‘That on the prosecution of an owner or
manager of Slaves for any punishment inflicted contrary to the foregoing
provisions, or any act of the legislature of this island, if such Slave be
produced in open court, and the traces of recent punishment appear on
the person of such Slave; and if such Slave declare in open court that

they are the consequences of any punishment prohibited by the foregoing
provisions, or any act of the legislature of this island, and, being examined
by the court, shall make a consistent and probable statement of all the
circumstances which attended such punishment, then, notwithstanding such

Slave may not be a competent witness, such owner or manager must prove

cither that the punishment had not been inflicted by him, or by his order,
or with his knowledge, or that such punishment had in all respects con-
formed to the foregoing provisions, and in default of such proof, such
owner or manager shall be adjudged guilty of the offence charged against
him, and no such prosecution shall be discontinued, except by order of the
governor. Persons swearing falsely, to suffer such punishment as is

inflicted by the law of England for such offence. All persons of free
condition, guilty of offences declared to be misdemeanours by the fore-
going provisions, to be indicted in the Supreme or Assize Courts, and on

conviction to be punished by fine not excceding nor less than
, or by imprisonment, not exceeding nor less than

, or by fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court.
And any person guiltyofsuch offence, being a Slave, to be tried at a Slave

court, and, on conviction, to be confined to hard labour for any time not
exceeding Persons convicted a second time of having
inflicted upon a Slave any cruel or unlawful punishment, such person, in
addition to the former penalties, to be declared by the court before whom
he is tried absolutely incapable of being the owner or proprietor, or to act as
the attorney, manager, trustee, executor, administrator, or overseer of any

Slaves ; and all Slaves of which such person may at the time of such second

conviction be the overseer or proprietor, and all the estate, right, title, and
interest which such proprietor may have in, or to any Slaves, to be abso-
lutely forfeited to his Majesty, preserving to the Supreme and Assize
Courts the authority they now possess under the Consolidated Slave Law,
to declare Slaves free, on the conviction of their owner of mal-treatment.

No forfeiture to his Majesty of any Slave to diminish or affect the interest
of any other person than him, on the conviction of whom such forfeiture
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may be incurred whenever such forfeiture shall accrue, such forfeiture
shall not be carricd into effect by the actual seizure or sale of the Slave
so forfeited, until a report shall have been made to his Majesty, and his
Majesty’s pleasure be received ; and until his Majesty’s pleasure shall be
signified, remitting such forfeiture, the Slave so forfeited to remain vested
in his Majesty, subject only to be divested, if his Majesty should remit
such forfeiture. Nothing in the foregoing provisions or regulations to affect
the power or authority of the justices of the peace or the Slave courts,
except so far as applies to the punishment of whipping, in regard to females,
Protector to include in his halt-yearly report particulars of all the transcripts
transmitted to him in the preceding half year, and the names of persons
against whom any criminal prosecutions may have been instituted.

Letterfrom the Law Officers of the Crown to the Governor.

Sir, Spanish Town, 19th September 1826.
WE regret extremely that the indisposition of the Judge of the

Court of Vice Admiralty, has prevented the law officers of the crown
from making an earlier report to his Grace the Governor, on the subject of
the eight Bills which accompanied your letter to us of the 28th of June;
and in now making our Report we have, in regard to the Bills stated in
the margin * been deprived of Mr. Rennell’s assistance.

After a very careful perusal of Lord Bathurst's despatch of the 11th of
May last, it has appeared to the law officers of the crown, that their duty
is limited to the form and structure of the Bills submitted to them, and to
take care that in their arrangement and language they correspond with
the ordinary usages of this colony, and more especially to provide, that
in cases where any of the regulations contained in them may interfere with
existing laws, or where existing laws contain similar regulations, such
interference may be avoided.

In the consideration therefore of these Bills, the law officers have con-
fined their attention exclusively to form, regarding the substance and
matter contained in them, as conclusively determined upon by his
Majesty’s government.

This view of their duty, has governed the law officers in the alterations
which they have made in the several Bills, and in the remarks which such
alterations suggested. These remarks will be found annexed to the ac-
companying Bills.

In order to give full and complete effect to the wishes of his Majesty’s
government, and to ensure a favourable reception by the assembly, of the
several propositions to be submitted to them, we beg leave to offer to his
Grace our humble opinion, that as there has never been a law officer in
the House of Assembly, acting as a servant of the crown, and employed in
a political capacity, the attorney-general, to whom such duty would belong,
beingamember of the Council, where no such legislative proceedings
originate, and as the Assembly would view with jealousy any Bills of a new
or unusual nature, introduced by a law officer of the crown, by command
of his Majesty’s government, it may be more advisable that his Grace should
imbody the several propositions of government in the form of a message,
embracing in detail all the different provisions which are deemed neces:
sary to give such propositions effect.
By such a course of proceeding all the views of his Majesty’s govern-

ment will be explained with equal accuracy and precision, and it will be
left to the Assembly, either to pass separate Bills on each point, or to con-
solidate the several objects contemplated by his Majesty’s government in
one or more Bills as shall seem most advisable.

We have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM BURGE.
(Signed) HUGO JAMES.

William Bullock, Esq.
&e. &c. &e.
* Manumission of Slaves. To enable Slaves to acquireproperty and to establish Savings’

Banks. To prevent the separation of families in sales, &c. To regulate punishments, &c.
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An Act for establishing within the Island, an Officer to be called
“The Protector and Guardian of Slaves.”

WHEREAS it has been deemed expedient to establish an officer for the
further protection of Slaves, within this island; may it, therefore, please
your Majesty, that it may be enacted. Be it therefore enacted by the
Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica.
And it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that from and after I.
the passing of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty to appoint.
an officer within this island to be called ‘‘ The Protector and Guardian of
Slaves,” and which office shall be held during his Majesty’s pleasure; and
such appointment shall be made by a warrant, to be issued under his Ma-
jesty’s signet and sign manual: And be it further enacted by the authority 11.
aforesaid, that in the event of the death of the said protector and guardian
of Slaves, or of his resignation, or of his bodily or mental incapacity, or of
his removal or suspension from office, or of his temporary absence from the
island, the governor, or person executing the functions of governor for the
time being, shall, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint a
proper person to act as protector and guardian of Slaves, until his Majesty’s
pleasure shall be known: And be it further enacted, by the authority afore- 111.
said, that the protector and guardian of Slaves, or the acting protector and
guardian to be appointed in manner aforesaid, shall at all times perform his
duty in person, and not by deputy: And be it further enacted by the au- ry,
thority aforesaid, that the protector and guardian of Slaves, and such acting
protector and guardian as aforesaid, shall, before entering on the execution
of their respective offices, take and subscribe before the governor, or person
executing the functions of governor,- for the time being, an oath in the fol-
lowing words, viz., “I A. B. do swear, that I will, to the best of my know-
ledge and ability, faithfully execute and perform the duties of the protector
and guardian of Slaves, in the island of Jamaica, without fear, favour, or
partiality, So help me God:” And be it further enacted by the authority y,
aforesaid, that it shall not be lawful to appoint any person to the office of
protector and guardian of Slaves, or acting protector and guardian as afore-
said, who shall be the owner of any plantation within this island, or its
dependencies, or of any Slave employed upon any plantation, or in any
kind of agriculture, or who shall have any interest in, or any mortgage or
security upon any plantation or Slave within this island, or its dependencies,
and it shall not be lawful for such protector and guardian, or acting pro-
tector and guardian, to act as guardian, trustee, executor, receiver or
otherwise, as manager, or as overseer, agent, or attorney, for, or upon any
plantation in this island, for on account of any person having any plantation,
or any Slaves within this island; and if any such protector and guardian
of Slaves, or acting protector and guardian of Slaves, shall acquire or hold,
in his own right, or in right of his wife, or in trust for any other person,
any plantation in this island, or any Slaves employed on any plantation, or
in any kind of agriculture, or any interest in, or any mortgage or security
upon any such plantation or Slave, or shall act as such guardian, trustee,
executor, receiver, or otherwise, as manager, or as overseer, agent, or attor-
ney as aforesaid, such protector and guardian of Slaves, or acting protector
and guardian of Slaves, shall from thenceforth be incapable of further
holding and executing his said office, and the same shall be thereupon
declared void by notice, which the governor, or person executing the
functions of governor, for the time being, is hereby required to cause to be
published in the Royal Gazette of this island: Provided always, And be it VI.
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all Acts done by such
protector and guardian of Slaves, or acting protector and guardian of Slaves,
after he shall have become so incapable of holding his said office as afore-
said, and before such office shall have been declared void by such notice
as aforesaid, shall be as effectualas if no such vacancy of the office had
taken place: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that vqq.
the protector and guardian of Slaves, shall constantly reside within this
island, unless.he shall obtain a special leave of absence from his Majesty,
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or from the governor, or person executing the functions of governor, for
the time being, provided always, that such leave of absence shall not
exceed [ Jat any one time ; and no leave of absence shall begranted by the governor, or person executing the functions of governor, forthe time being, unless it shall be made to appear to him upon the oath of
some medical practitioner, that such temporary absence is necessary for the
preservation or recovery of the health of the protector and guardian of
Slaves: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
protector and guardian of Slaves, shall keep a public office in the town of
Saint Jago de la Vega, and shall attend there on such days, and during
such hours of the day, as the governor, or person executing the functions
of governor, for the time being, shall from time to time appoint; and shall
keep at such office, and not elsewhere, all public books, records, and papers,relating to his said office of protector and guardian of Slaves: And he it
further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be lawful for the
governor, or person executing the functions of governor, for the time
being, and he is hereby required to appoint one or more, fit and properperson, or persons, in every parish of this island, to be assistant pro-tectors and guardians of Slaves in such parish, and who shall be atthe time of such appointment magistrates named in the commission ofthe peace for such parish, and such assistant protectors and guardiansshall in their respective parishes be assisting the protector and guardianof Slaves in the execution of the duties of his office, and shall carry into
execution such lawful instructions as they may receive from him in re-ference to such duties: And be it further enacted by the authority afore-said, that such assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves shall hold theirrespective offices during his Majesty’s pleasure: And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, that the protector and guardian of Slaves, and theacting protector and guardian, and such assistant protectors and guardians
of Slaves, shall respectively receive their salaries in lieuofall fees andother emoluments; and if ary such protector and guardian of Slaves, oracting protector and guardian of Slaves, or any such assistant protectorand guardian of Slaves, shall receive any fee or other emolument besides hissalary for, or in respect of any Act done by him, in the executionofhisoffice,he should be liable to be indicted for a misdemeanour, and on convictionthereof in the Supreme Court of Judicature or Courts of Assize of thisisland, he shall be subject to a penalty not exceeding [ J}, and shallfor ever thereafter be disqualified from holding such his office: “And be itXII. further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that at the trial of all indictments,

XU.

whereby any white person or persons of free condition is charged with themurder of any Slave, or with any offence against the person ofany Slave, theprotector and guardian shall attend and act as the public prosecutor; and incaseany such trial shall take place at the distance of more than [miles from the townofSt. Jago de la Vega, the protector and guardian otSlaves, shall direct the assistant protector and guardian whose residenceshall be most near to the place of trial, and who shall have no interest inthe result of such trial, to attend and act as such public prosecutor: pro-vided always that nothing herein contained, shall be construed to preventthe attorney-general from acting in such prosecutions as he hath heretoforedone, or to prevent the owner of the deceased, or injured Slave from em-ploying, at his own expense, any counsel or attorney to conduct any suchprosecution: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thaton the first Monday next after the twenty-fifth day of December, and onthe first Monday next after the twenty-fourth day of June in each andevery year, the protector and guardian’ of Slaves, or acting protector andguardian, shall deliver to the governor or person executing the functions ofgovernor for the time being, a report in writing, of the manner in whichthe duties of his office have been performed during the preceding halfyear which report shall contain a statement of all prosecutions, in whiche or such assistants as aforesaid may have acted as the protector of anySlaves, with the dates and proceedings had therein respectively together,with such other particulars as are or may be required by any other Acts ofthe governor, council, and assembly of this island to be stated therein ; and
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such report shall he verified by the oath of such protector and guardian of

Slaves, or acting protector and guardian, to be administered by the gover-

nor, or parson exccuting the functions of governor, for the time being;

and when and as soon as the protector and guardian of Slaves, or the acting

protector and guardian of Slaves, shall have delivered such report, so veri-

fied as aforesaid to the governor or persons exccuting the functions of

governor for the time being, he shall receive from the governor or person

executing the functions of governor for the time being, a warrant for the

amount of his salary, for the half year next preceding the date of such
report, which report shall then be transmitted by the governor or persons

executing the functions of governor for the time being, to one of his Ma-

jesty’s principal secretaries of state: And be it further enacted by the XIV

authority aforesaid, that ifthe protector and guardian of Slaves, or the acting

rotector and guardianofSlaves, or any assistant protector and guardian, or

any other person, shall fraudulently make any erasure or interlineation in

any book, record, or return, which by this or any other Act of the common

council and assemblyofthis island, he is or may be required to keep or make

or shall wilfully falsify any such book, record, or return, or make any false

entry therein, or with evil intent burn, cancel, obliterate, or destroy the

same, or any part thereof, he shall be liable to be indicted as for a mis-

demeanour, and on conviction thereof in the Supreme Court of Assize

Court, shall be subject to a penalty not exceeding | jor to

imprisonment for any time not exceeding [ | or to both

fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the court.

Nores.—Referring to our Ictter of the 19th of September, to the

secretary of his Grace the governor, which accompanies this and the other

seven Bills, as expressing the opinion of the law officers of the crown, that

their duty was limited to the form and structure of the Bills submitted to

them:—-We have not considered ourselves called upon to notice in the

draft of this Bill, either by way of repeal or otherwise, that part of the 25th

section of the Consolidated Slave Law, which constitutes the justices and

vestry of each parish, a council of protection, because the duties assigned

to that body are of a nature perfectly distinct from those which are com-

mitted to the protector and guardian of Slaves, by the provisions of this Bill.

In the 9th clause of the heads of the Bill as submitted to us, the governor

was empowered to appoint one assistant protector in each parish ; as how-

ever several of the parishes in this island are of considerable extent, we

have deemed it advisable to invest the governor with the power of appoint-

ing more than one if necessary. By adopting the ordinary language of

the Act of the Jamaica legislature, when speaking of the governor, the

15ih clause is rendered unnecessary, and the provisions of the 16th clause

are incorporated in the 13th.
(Signed) WILLIAM BURGE, Attorney-General.

(Signed) HUGO JAMES, Advocate-General.

  

An Act to regulate the Admission of the Evidence of Slaves.

WHEREAS it is expedient to allow Slaves to give evidence in certain
cases, provided they are properly qualified from their knowledge of the
obligation of an oath,—May it therefore please your Majesty that it may be
enacted: be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly

of this your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica. And it is hereby ‘enacted. by 7,
the authority aforesaid, that every clergyman of the Established Church of

England, and every minister of the Kirk of Scotland, and every priest or

minister professing the Roman Catholic religion within this island, and

carrying on no. other business or occupation with a view to profit, within

this island, except that of a schoolmaster, shall be, and he is hereby au-

thorized to transmit or deliver, under his hand, to the protector and guar-

dian of Slaves, or the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves of the pa-

rish in which such clergyman, minister, or priest, may be resident, sepa-

rate certificates setting forth the name, colour, and place of abode, and

the name of the owner of any Slave, who, in the judgment and belief of
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such clergyman, minister or priest, may be sufficiently instructed in the
principles of religion, to understand the nature and obligation of an oath:—
and which certificate shall express the place of residenceof such clergyman,
minister, or priest, granting the same, and the date thercof, And the as.
sistant protector and guardian of Slaves of the several parishes in this
island, shall transmit such certificates to the protector and guardian of
Slaves, who shall transcribe and record the same: and also such certificates
as shall have been delivered to himself in a book to be kept by him for that

II. purpose: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no
priest or minister professing the Roman Catholic religion, as before men.
tioned, shall be competent to grant any such certificate, unless his Ma-
jesty’s principal secretary of state having the department of the colonies,
or the governor or person executing the functions of governor for the time
being, shall grant to such priest or minister, a written license to grant such
certificate, nor unless such license shall continue in force at the time of
signing the certificate and shall have been recorded in the office of the

1, Protector and guardian of Slaves: And be it further enacted by the autho-
rity aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this Act, no Slave shall be
deemed incompetent to give evidence in any of the courts of this island in
criminal, in civil cases, or in any inquiry before any magistrate by reason
of his or her being ina state of Slavery, provided such Slave shall produce
to the court or magistrate, previously to his or her being admitted as a wit-
ness, a certified copy, under the hand of the protector and guardian ofSlaves,
of the entry relating to such Slave in the book hereinbefore mentioned, to-
gether with proof that the Slave so produced as a witness,is the person named
in such certificate; and which certified copy, the protector and guardian of
Slaves is hereby authorized and required to grant without fee or reward:

iv. And be it further enacted and provided by the authority aforesaid, that no
Slave shall be deemed competent to give evidence in any action or pro-
ceeding ofa civil nature, in which his or her owner is interested; and pro-
vided also that no Slave shall be admitted to give evidence in any case
where any white person, or person of free condition, shall be charged with,
or prosecuted for, any capital crime: And provided always, that nothing in
this Act shall extend to make a Slave a competent witness in any case in
which such Slave would be incompetent to give evidence, if he or she
were of free condition: And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, that the protector and guardian of Slaves shall, and he is hereby re-
quired to include in the Report, which by law he is directed to make half-
yearly to the governor or person executing the functions of governor for
the time being, a statement of the name of every Slave who, during the
preceding half year, shall have been certified to, and registered by him in
manner aforesaid.

Norte.—All the clauses contained in the heads of the original Bill, sub-
mitted to us, have been retained, except the seventh, which is omitted, be-
cause, according to the present law of Jamaica, the evidence of a Slave
would not be admissible against a white person, or person of free condition.

An Act further to facilitate the Manumission of Slaves, and to
enable Slaves, under certain Restrictions, to purchase their own
Freedom.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make further provision for facilitating the
manumission of Slaves, and to enable Slaves, under certain restrictions, to
purchase their freedom: And whereas it is expedient to consolidate the
provisions of an Act of the Governor, Council, and Assemblyofthis island,
made and passed in the fifth year of the reign of his present Majesty
entitled “‘ An Act for removing Impediments to the Manumission of Slaves,
by Owners having only a limited Interest,” and for that purpose to repeal
the said Act. May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted:
be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this

1, your Majesty's island of Jamaica: And it is hereby enacted by the autho-
rity of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, the said



JAMAICA. 4

hereinbefore-mentioned Act, and cvery clause, matter, and thing therein,
shall be, and the same is hereby repealed: And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that no duty, fee, or tax of office shall be paid in
this island, by, or on behalf of any Slave, upon, or in respect of the manu-
mission of any Slave, or in respect of the recording of any deed of manu-
mission: but the secretary of this island shall be paid by the public for

recording all such manumissions at, and after the rate he is entitled to
charge for recording deeds, anything contained ina certain Act of the Go-
vernor, Council, and Assemblyof this island, entitled, An Act for raising
a Tax by a Duty on Vellum, Parchment, and Paper, ascertained by Stamps,
and applying the same to the Public Service,” or in any other Act, or any
law, usage, or custom, to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding;
and ifany person shall take or demand any duty, tax, or fee of office, save as
aforesaid, such person shall be liable to be indicted for a misdemeanour, and
upon conviction thereof, shall be subject to a penalty not exceeding
And be it further enacted by the authority af
be desirous of purchasing his or her freedom, or the freedom of the wife, or
husband, or child, or brother, or sister, or reputed wife, or husband, or
child, or brother, or sister of such Slave, it shall and may be lawful for any
such Slave so to purchase the freedom of himself, or herself,orof such wife,
husband, child, brother, or sister, as aforesaid. And be it further enacted.
by the authority aforesaid, that if the owner of such Slave shall be unwil- IV.
ling to effect his or her manumission ; or shall, by reason of any mortgage,
settlement, lease, or other charge upon,or interest in any such Slave, vested
in any other person, be unable to execute a valid manumission of any such
Slave; or if the owner or any other person, having any other estate or
interest in any such Slave, shall be a minor, or married woman, or idiot, or
lunatic; or if the owner of such Slave shall be absent from this island,
unrepresented by attorney; or if the owner of such Slave shall not be
known; or if any action, suit, or other proceeding, shall be depending in
any court of justice in this island, wherein the estate, interest, or title to
such Slave, or the right to his or her services shall be in dispute, or be con-
tested ; or if the owner of such Slave shall demand, as the price of his or her
freedom, any sum which, in the judgment of the protector and guardian of
Slaves, shall exceed the real value of such Slave, then, and in every such
case, the chief justice of this island, or in case’such Slave, or his or her
owner, or the person having any estate, interest, or title in such Slave,
shall reside at a greater distance than [ J miles from the town
St. Jago de la Vega, any assistant-judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature,
or justice of assize, on the application of the protector and guardian of
Slaves, or the assistant protector and guardian, shall issue a summons in
writing, directed to the owner, or his or her attorney, in possession of any
such Slave, requiring such owner or attorney to appear within [
days after the service of such notice, at a convenient place to be therein
mentioned, for that purpose, before such chief justice, assistant-judge, or
justice of assize, as the case may be; and the protector and guardian of
Slaves, or the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves shall publish, or
cause to be published, in the three county newspapers, for three weeks
successively, notice of the time and place so appointed for the purpose
aforesaid, stating therein the name or names of the Slaves, the place or
places where such Slave has been resident for the last twelve months,
and by such notice shall require all persons having or claiming any estate,
title, or interest in any such Slave, in either his or her own right; or as
the trustee, guardian, executor, administrator, or attorney, of any other
person or persons, to attend at such time and place, and preter his, or her,

Il.

oresaid, that if any Slave shall TIL

or their claims, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that y,
at the time and place fixed for such purpose by such summons as aforesaid,
the chiefjustice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, as the case may be,

shall, in the presence of the protector and guardian of Slaves, or of the
assistant protector and guardian of Slaves, and also in the presence of the
owner or attorney in possession of any such Slave, or in absence of such
owner or attorney, after proof having been first made upon oath of the due
service of such summons, and of the publication of such notice as aforesaid,
shall proceed to hear in a summary way, what may be alleged by the said
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protector and guardian of Slaves, or by the assistant protector and guardian,
and by the owner or attorney, or other person or persons claiming any
title, estate, or interest in the Slave proposed to be manumized ; and in
case any of the parties having any estate, title, or interest, in or to such
Slave, shall refuse to effect such manumission, or in case it shall appear to
the saidchief justicc, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, that a valid manu-
mission of any such Slave cannot be legally effected by private contract, or
that the owner of any such Slave, or that any person having any estate,
title, claim, or interest in or to him or her, isa minor, or married woman, or
idiot, or lunatic, or that the owner or person having any estate, title, claim,
or interest in or to him or her, is absent from this island, unrepresented by
attorney, or is unknown, or cannot be found, or that any action, suit, or other
proceeding, is depending in any courtof justice inthis island, wherein the
estate,title, or interest in or to the said Slave, or the right to his or her ser-
vices is in dispute or contested; or in case it shall appear to the said chief
justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, that any differenceof opinion
exists between the protector and guardian of Slaves, or the assistant pro-
tector and guardian, and the owner or person having the estate, title, or
interest in or to any such Slave, or his or her attorney in possession of any
such Slave, respecting the price or value of such Slave, then the said chief
justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, shall require the protector and
guardian of Slaves, or the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves, or the
owner or person having any estate, title, or interest in or to any such Slave,
or the attorney of such owner or other person in possession of any such
Slave, to nominate an appraiser of the price or value of such Slave; and
the said chief justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize, shall himself
nominate an umpire between such appraisers: and the said appraisers,
being first duly sworn before the said chief justice, assistant-judge, or
justice of assize, who are hereby respectively empowered to administer an
oath to such appraisers, in that behalf to make an impartial appraisement
of such price or value, shall, within[ | days next after such
their appraisement, make a joint valuation of the Slave to be manumized,
and shall certify such their valuation to the chief justice, assistant-judge, or
justice of assize, under thcir hands and seals; and in case such joint-
certificate shall not be delivered to such chief justice, assistant-judge, or
justice of assize, within the said space of [ |, then the said
umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid, shall, within the next
[ ] days, certify his valuation, under his hand and seal, to the said
chief justice, assistant-judge, or justice of assize; and the valuation to be
made in manner aforesaid, either by the said joint-appraisers, or in their
default by the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, to all intenis
and purposes whatsoever. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that when and so soon as such valuation shall have been made,
the chief justice, assistant-judge,or justice of assize, shall, and he is hereby
required to, give an authority to the receiver-general of this island, to re-
ceive the amount of such valuation, after making, in the cases hereinafter
particularly mentioned, such deduction therefrom for the expense of the
appraisment as is hereinafter directed, and to place the sum, when paid, to
the credit of the person or persons interested in the said Slave. And the
said amount shall bear an interest of [ J per centum per annum,
payable out of the public funds, so long as the same shall remain in the hands
of the receiver-general. And the receiver-general shall give to the protector
and guardian ofSlaves, or the assistant protector and guardian, a certificate
under his hand, that the said sum had been paid to him, and upon the produc-
tion of such certificate of the receiver-general, to the said chief justice, as-
sistant judge, orjustice of assize, he is hereby authorized and émpowered
to make a declaration under his hand and seal, that the proceedings required
by an Act made and passed in the scventh ycarofthe reignof his present Ma-
jesty, entitled “ An Act further to facilitate the Manumission of Slaves and
to enable Slaves undercertain Restrictions to purchase their own Freedom.”
has been duly had before him, touching the Slave in the said declaration
to be named; and thereupon such Slave shall be, and be deemed and taken

VII, to be, free to all intents and purposes whatsoever: And be it further en-



123

JAMAICA. 43

acted by the authority aforesaid, that the said valuation, the receiver-gene-
ral’s certificate, and the declaration aforesaid, shall be entered in the office VII,

of the secretary of this island, and be recorded in a separate book for manu-
mission, and shall not be delivered out except under an order of the Court
of Chancery or Supreme Court, but shall be kept in the said office, as
original documents, and a certified copy of the same shall be received as
evidence in all courts, and be of the same force as the originals: And be it VII.

it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the amount of the valua-

tion or the interest thereof, shall be paid by the receiver-general under an
order of the Court of Chancery or of the Supreme, to be made upon the
application of the person or persons interested in the money, and such

money shall be considered as of the same nature, whether real or personal
estate, as the Slave would have been if proceedings under this Act had
not taken place, and the said money shall be liable to the same descent,
limitations, trusts, debts, and encumbrances as the Slave was subject to,
and it shall be in the power of the said courts, or either of them, to direct
the principal or interest thereof to be paid by the receiver-general, accord-
ing to the rights of the different owners or their creditors: And be it fur- IX.
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case any Slave manumized
in pursuance of this Act, shall have belonged at the time of his or her
manumission, to a tenant for life, or a tenant for life shall have become
entitled to the interest of the money, and such Slave after being so manu-
mized, if a male, shall die in the life-time of the tenant for life, or being a
female Slave, shall die in the life-time of the tenant for life, without leaving
her surviving any child or children, born after the date of her manu-
mission, or such child or children shall after her death die in the life-
time of the tenant for life, then and in every such case, the person or per-
sons in remainder, shall not be considered to be entitled to the principal
or interest of the said money, but the same shall be deemed the property
of the tenant for life, as against all persons to take in succession without
prejudice to the creditors of the person who limited the said Slave in
settlement, or the creditors of the tenant for life; And be it further en-X.
acted by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases where the appraisement
of a Slave shall become necessary under this Act, by reason of the refusal
of the owner, or other person or persons, having any estate, title, or interest
in or to any Slave, or his, or her, or their attorney in possession, of such
Slave, to effect his or her manumission, or by reason of any difference of
opinion between the owner or such other person or persons, and the pro-
tector and guardian of Slaves, or assistant protector and guardian respect-
ing the price or value of such Slave, the expense of such appraisement
shall be borne and sustained equally by, and divided between the owner
or such other person or persons and the Slave manumized; and in all
cases where the appraisement is made by reason of the inability of the
owner or other person or persons having any estate, title, or interest, in or
to such Slave, to effect a valid manumission by private contract, or by
reason of the minority, coverture, idiotcy, or lunacy of the owner, or such
other person or persons as aforesaid, or by reason of the absence of such
owner or other person or persons as aforesaid from the island, and being
unrepresented therein by attorney, or by reason that the owner is not
known, or cannot be found, or by reason of the pendency of any action, suit
or proceeding in any court of justice wherein the estate, title, or interest,
in or to any Slave, or the right to his or her services is in dispute or con-
tested, then, and in every such case, the expense of the appraisement shall
be equally divided between the Slave manumized, and the owner or other
person or persons as aforesaid, and so much of such expense as, accord-
ing to such division as aforesaid would have to be borne and sustained by
such owner or other person or persons as aforesaid, shall be deducted from
the amount of the valuation. and the residue thereof, after making such XI.
deduction, shall be paid to the receiver-general as aforesaid: And be it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that before the manumission of
any Slave by virtue of any private contract for that purpose, between such
Slave and his or her owner, notice of such intended manumission shall, by
the owner of such Slave, be given in writing to the protector and guardian|
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of Slaves; who, on behalf of the said Slave, shall be bound to ascertain that

such owner has good right and title in the law, as is competent to effect
such manumission; and the said protector and guardian of Slaves shall
also without fee or reward, prepare the proper deed of manumission, and
the same shall in all cases be executed in the presence of the said protector
and guardian of Slaves, or of some proper witness to be by him appointed
for that purpose, and being so executed, shall by such protector and
guardian of Slaves be recorded in the office of secretary of this island,
within one calendar month next, after the date and execution thereof; and

in case any such deed shall not be lodged in the secretary’s office for the
purpose of being recorded, within the said period of one calendar month,
the said protector and guardian of Slaves shall incur and be subject to the
penalty of[ ‘] to be recovered in the Supreme Court of
Judicature of this island, or either of the Courts of Assize of this island,
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no essoim or wager
of law, shall be allowed or non vult ulterius prosequi be entered anything
therein contained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding, one moiety
thereof shall be to the use of his Majesty, his heirs and successors, to and
for the use of the government of this island, and the contingent charges
thereof; and the other moiety shall be to the use of the person who shall
sue for the same: and whereas it is now required by law, in all cases
of manumission by deed, that a bond should be given to the church.
wardens of the parish for the payment of an annuity of five pounds for
the maintenance of any Slave intended to be manumized and which
bond is in many cases unnecessary: Be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforesaid, that it shall not be necessary to give such bond to the
churchwardens: Provided always, and be it further enacted by the autho-
rity aforesaid, that in case any such deed of manumission as aforesaid shall
be executed voluntarily, and without any valuable consideration passing to
the owner or other person effecting such manumission, the Slave so to be
manumized shall, before the actual execution of any deed, appear before
the said protector and guardian of Slaves, or before the assistant protector
and guardian of Slaves for the parish in which such Slave may happen to
be resident: and if it shall appear to such protector and guardian of Slaves,
or to the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves, as the case may be,
that the Slave about to be gratuitously manumized is under the age of

] years, or above the age of [ J years,
or is labouring under any habitual disease or infirmity of mind or body,
the owner, or other person about to effect such manumission shall, at
th time of the execution of the deed of manumission, execute and
deliver, under his hand and seal, a bond to his Majesty, his heirs, and
successors, in the penal sum of [ ], with a condition thereunder
written, for the defeasance thereof, if the said Slave shall be properly fed,
clothed, and maintained, until the age of [ J years, in the case
of infants; or during the term of his or her natural life, in the ease of
adults of the age of [ J years; or labouring under any such
sickness or infirmity as aforesaid; and no such manumission shall be valid
and effectual in the law, or shall be received for enrolment at the office of
the secretary of this island, until such bond as aforesaid shall be duly
executed and recorded: And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, that the protector and guardian of Slaves shall, and he is hereby
required to, include in the half-yearly report to the governor, or person
executing the functions of governor for the time being, as he is by law
required, to make a statement of the names of all the Slaves manumized
under the authority of this Act.

Nores.—It is more simple, and more in conformity with the practice
adopted in the Acts of the Jamaica legislature, when it is intended that the
colonial treasury should reimburse the secretary for recording any instru-
ment, to make him a creditor at once on the public, and his charge against
the public, is annually audited and paid during the sitting of the Assembly.

- From the great extent of the island of Jamaica, it would be highly
inconvenient, and would be productive of considerable delay, if the duties
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assigned to the chiefjustice alone, by the heads of the Bill submitted to us,
relative to the manumission ofSlaves, could not be concurrently exercised
by the assistant judges and justices of assize. We have therefore given
them a concurrent jurisdiction with the chiefjustice.
An Act having passed the legislature in the Session of 1824, “ for

removing Impediments to the Manumission of Slaves by Owners, having
only a limited Interest,” it appeared to us advisable to repeal that Act in
express terms, because the present Bill necessarily includes the cases
provided for by that Act. We have, however, adopted the 4th, 5th, and
6th Sections of that Act, as they were framed with an attentive considera-
tion to the best means of securing the rights of all parties interested, and
as they, at the same time, embrace the object contemplated by the 6th
Clause in the heads ofthe Bill submitted to us. It seemed also necessary
to give tothe tenant for life, not merely the interest, but also the principal
of the price of the manumission, in case the Slave manumized, if a male,
died in the life-time of such tenant for life, or if a female, without leaving
her surviving any children,
We have introduced the 13th Clause, dispensing with the necessity of

giving the usual bond to the churchwardens, and have provided by the
13th Clause of the annexed Bill, for the case of a manumission effected
for the purpose of relieving the owner from the expense of maintaining an
infirm Slave, which was provided for by the 9th Clause of the heads of the
Bill submitted to us.

(Signed) WILLIAM BURGE, Attorney-General.
HUGO JAMES, Advocate-General.

 

An Act to Regulate the Celebration of Marriages among Slaves,
and for declaring such Marriages Valid and Effectual in the
Law.

WHEREAS it is expedient to promote marriages amongst Slaves. May it
therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted. Be it therefore
enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your Majesty’s
Island of Jamaica. And it ishereby enacted by the authority of the same,
that from and after the passing of this Act, Slaves desirous to intermarry,
shall be at liberty to apply either to the protector and guardian of
Slaves, or to the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves of the parish in
which the female Slave may reside, fora marriage license, producing the
consent in writing to such marriage, of their owners, or of the attorney or
attornies in the possession of such Slaves. And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that if the owner or attorney in possession of both
or either of such Slaves, shall refuse his or her consent to their marriage,
and shall not give his or her permission in writing, for the celebration
thereof, the protector and guardian of Slaves, or the assistant protector and
guardian of Slaves, shall cause a written notice to be served on such
owner or attorney requiring him or her to appear before such protector and
guardian of Slaves within [ | days after the service of such
notice, at a convenient place to be mentioned therein for that purpose.
And if such owner or attorney shall neglect to appear according to such
notice, or shall not show sufficient cause why such marriage should not be
celebrated, the protector and guardian of Slaves, or the assistant protector
and guardian, shall, and he is hereby authorized and required to issue a
license for celebrating such marriage, and for which license no fee or re-
ward shall be demanded or taken by such protector and guardian of Slaves,
or assistant protector and guardian, And be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforesaid, that such license shall give authority to any clergyman
of the Established Church of England and Ireland, or any minister of the
Kirk of Scotland, or any priest or curate professing the Roman Catholic
religion, or any public teacher of religion within the island, carrying on
there no other profession, business, or occupation of profit, except that of
a schoolmaster, to solemnize the marriage of such Slave, provided that no

public teacher of religion, not being a clergyman of the Church of England,
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ora minister of the Kirk of Scotland, or a priest or curate, professing the —
Roman Catholic religion, shall be so authorized to solemnize any such
marriage, unless his Majesty’s principal secretary of state having the de-
partment of the colonies, or the governor or person executing the func.
tions of governor of this island for the time being, shall grant to such pub.
lic teacher a written license to celebrate marriages, nor unless such license
shall have been registered in the office of the protector and guardian of
Slaves, and shall continue in force at the time of his being so authorized
to solemnize any such marriage, any thing in a certain Act of the Governor,
Council, and Assembly of this island, made andpassed in the sixth year of
the reign of his present Majesty, entitled “An Act to consolidate and
amend the several Laws relating to the Clergy of this island, and to invest
the Bishop of Jamaica with ecclesiastical Jurisdiction,” to the contrary
thereof in anywise notwithstanding. And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for any such clergy.
man, minister, priest, curate, or religious teacher, upon receiving any such
license, to solemnize any such marriage, and the marriage when so solem-
nized, shall, to all intents and purposes, be valid, binding, and effectual in
the law: Provided always that such marriage shall not confer on any such
Slaves, or their issue, any rights inconsistent with the duties which such
Slaves owe to their owner or owners, or to the government, and shall not
prejudice or abridge any rights whatsoever, which the owner or owners, or
the government respectively are, or is by law entitled to in regard to such
Slaves respectively, and their issue. And be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforesaid, that the clergyman, minister, priest, curate, or licensed
religious teacher, by whom any such marriage shall have been solemnized, by
virtue of any such license as aforesaid shall, within [ | next after
the solemnization thereof, under a penalty not exceeding the sum of
nor less than[ Jtransmit to the protector and guardian of Slaves at
his office, a certificate of the solemnization of such marriage; and such
protector and guardian of Slaves, shall register in a book to be kept b
him for that purpose, every marriage which shall have been so certified to
him to have been solemnized, with the date thereof, and the names, de-
scriptions, and places of abode of the Slaves married, and of the clergy.
man, minister, priest, curate, or licensed religious teacher solemnizin
every such marriage: Provided always, and be it further enacted, by the
authority aforesaid, that this Act shall not extend or be construed to ex-
tend, to render valid any marriage between Slaves, which would be invalid
if celebrated between persons of free condition. And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that the protector and guardian of Slaves shall
and he is hereby required to include in the report, which .by law he is di-
rected to make half yearly to the governor or person exercising the functions
of governor of this island for the time being, a statement of the number of
marriages which shall have been celebrated in manner aforesaid, and cer-
tified to him under the provisions before mentioned in the preceding half
year. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the penal-
ties incurred under this Act, shall be recovered in the Supreme Court of
Judicature of this island, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information
wherein no essoin, protection, or wager of law, or non vulé ulteriusprosequi
shall be entered, one moiety whereof shall be to the use of his Majesty,
his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the government of
this island, and the contingent charges thereof; and the other moiety to him;
her, or them, who shall sue for the same.

Norte.—In preparing the draft of this Bill, it was necessary to advert to
the ecclesiastical Act of the last sessions, which allowed ministers of the
Established Church only to solemnize the marriage of Slaves.

(Signed) WILLIAM BURGE, Attorney-General.
(Signed) HUGO JAMES, Advocate General.
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An Act for the Suppression of Public Markets on Sundays, and
for preventing Slaves being compelled to Labour on that Day.

WHEREAS it is expedient to enact regulations for the more strict observ-
ance of the Sabbath-day, may it therefore please your Majesty that it may
be enacted. Be it therefore cnacted by the Governor, Council, and Assem-
bly, of this your Majesty’s island of Jamaica. Aud it is hereby enacted I.
by the authority of the same, that from and after the thirty-first day of
December, in the present year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-six, if any white person, or person of free condition, shall on
Sunday, after the hour of ten o’clock in the forenoon; expose any goods,
wares, merchandise, or provisions, of any description, for sale, or barter in
any public market, or in any shop, house, stall, or booth, or shall on any
Sunday, after the hour aforesaid, and in any of the places before mentioned,
buy or sell any such goods, wares, merchandise, or provisions, of any:
description, or attend at any such market for the purpose of buying, or
selling, any such goods, wares, merchandise, or provisions, of any descrip-
tion, such person shall be liable to the same punishments, penalties, and
forfeitures, to which persons so offending, in that part of the United King-
dom of: Great Britain and Ircland called England, are liable by any law
now in force there. And if any Slave shall expose to sale on Sunday,
after the hour of ten in the forenoon, in such place or places as aforesaid,
any goods, wares, merchandise, or provisions of any description, such goods,
wares, merchandise or provisions, so exposed to sale, shall be forfeited;
and shall and may be seized by any lawful constable, and be taken on the
following day before any justice of the peace, who, upon proper and suffi-
cient proof, shall order the same to be sold forthwith, and the proceeds of
such sale shall be applied as follows: (that is to say,) one-third to the
informer, and the remainder to such pious or charitable purposes as such
justice of the peace shall direct. And be it further enacted by the authority HU.
aforesaid, that when and so soon as a proclamation shall be issued, as here-
inafter mentioned, for the total abolition of markets on Sunday, all and every
the acts hereinbefore prohibited to be done after the hour of ten in the
forenoon, shall be unlawful, if done at any time of the Sunday, and shall
subject the party offending to the punishments and penalties, and the
property exposed to sale to the forfeiture before mentioned. And be it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful MI.
for his Majesty to direct the governor, or person exercising the functions of
governor for the time being, to issue in his Majesty’s name a proclamation
for the abolition of all markets throughout the island on Sunday; and from
and after the period limited in such proclamation, all markets on Sunday
shall be absolutely unlawful. Provided always, and be it further enacted IV.
by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend
to prevent the sale of fresh meat, or fresh fish, or milk, on Sunday, pro-
vided that such sales shall not take place in any town or place during the
hours appointed and set apart for the celebration of divine service therein.
And provided also, that this Act shall not extend to prevent the sale of
medicines, nor to the keeping open any tavern, or lodging-house, during
any partof Sunday. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, V.
that if the owner, or other person in the possession or management, of any
Slave shall work, or employ such Slave, between the hours of ten at night
on Saturday and sun-rise on the following Monday, or shall procure, induce,
or compel, such Slave to engage, during the period aforesaid, in any labour for
the protit or advantage of such owner, or person in the possession and manage-
ment, of such Slave, every person so offending shall be subject to a penalty
not exceeding [ J nor less than [ ] to be recovered in the
Supreme Court of Judicature, of this island, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or
information, wherein no essoin, protection, or wager of law, or non vult ulterius
prosequi, shall be entered, one moiety whereof shall be to the use of his
Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the
government of this island, and the contingent charges thereof; and the
other moiety to him, her, or them, who shall sue for the same. And be it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any white person, or VI.
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person of free condition, shall hire any Slave to work between the hours of
ten o’clock on Saturday night and sun-rise on the following Monday, for
wages, or for any other consideration, such person so hiring such Slave
shall be subject to the same penalty as if he or she were the owner, or in
the possession and management, of such Slave. Provided always, and be

‘it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this Act con-
tained shall be construed to extend to prohibit any labour being performed
by any Slave or Slaves on Sunday, in the necessary attendance upon the
person, or in the family of his, her, or their owners or employers, nor to
prevent the performance of any necessary labour by any Slave or Slaves,
in the preservation of, or attending, the cattle, or live stock, on any planta
tion, penn, or settlement, nor to prohibit Slaves from being employed as
watchmen on any plantation, penn, or settlement, or in nursing, or attend.
ance on the sick, or in performing or making preparation for any interment,
or in extinguishing any fire, or in preventing any immediate loss, injury, or
danger, to the property of his or her owner or employer. And no Slave so
employed by his or her owner or employer on Sunday shall be entitled to
any hire or wages for such Services.

Vu

Norzs.—No such usage, or supposed prescription, exists in any part of
this island, as the fifth clause of the original heads of the Bill contemplates;
and that clause, therefore, is unnecessary, and has been omitted.
We have not considered it necessary to introduce the ninth and tenth

clauses of the original heads, because they provide for a uecessity which
the legislature of the island considered need not exist; for, on a reference
to the fifth clause of the Consolidated Slave Law, it will be found to be
enacted, that “ during the crop, not only shall the Slaves, as heretofore, be
exempted from the labour of the estate or plantation on Sundays, but that
no mill shall be put about, or worked, between the hours of seven on Satur-
day night, and five o’clock on Monday morning.” We apprehend that it
must, therefore, have been considered that, by a provident arrangement
during the week, no produce need be placed in sucha situation as to
require the labour of Slaves on Sunday.

(Signed) WILLIAM BURGE, Attorney-General.
- HUGO JAMES, Advocate-General

An Act to enable Slaves to acquire Property, and to make Pro-
vision for the safe-keeping of such Property, by the Establish.
ment of Banks for Savings.

WHEREAS by the usage of Jamaica,persons in a state of slavery have
hitherto been permitted to acquire and enjoy property, free from the con-
trol of their owners, and it is expedient that such laudable custom should
be recognised and established by law, and that the provisions contained in
the clauses of the Consolidated Slave Law next hereinafter mentioned,
which are inconsistent with such usage, should be repealed. May it therefore

1. please your Majesty that it may be enacted. Be it therefore enacted by the
Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your Majesty’s island of Jamaica,
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that from and after
the passing of this Act, the 39th, 40th, and 48th Sections of an Act made
and passed in the 57th year of his late Majesty’s reign, entitled, « An Act
for the Subsistence, Clothing, and the better Regulation and Government
of Slaves, for enlarging the Powers of the Council of Protecti
venting the improper Transfer of Slaves, and for other Purposes,” commonly
called the Consolidated Slave Law, shall be, and the same are hereby

iI. severally repealed: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that no person in this island, being ina state of slavery, shall, on account
of such his or her condition, be, or be deemed to be, incompetent to pur-
chase, acquire, hold, alienate, or dispose of property, but that every such
Slave shall be, and is hereby declared to be, competent to purchase,
acquire, receive, possess, hold, alienate, and dispose of lands situate in

on, for pre-
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Jamaica, or money, cattle, implements, or utensils of husbandry, or house-
hold furniture, and other effects of such or the like nature of what value
and amount soever, as fully and amply to all intents and purposes, as if he
ar she were of free condition: Provided always that nothing in this Act
contained shall be construed to extend to repeal so much and such part or
parts of the said Act hereinbefore mentioned, commonly called the Con-
solidated Slave Law, as prohibits any Slave or Slaves from having in his,
her, or their custody or possession, any fire-arms, pikes, sabres, swords,
cutlasses, lances, gunpowder, slugs, or ball, without the knowledge of his,
her, or their owner, proprietor, or possessor, or his, her, or their overseer:
And provided always that nothing in this Act contained shall be construed
to extend to repeal so much of a certain other Act of the President, Council,
and Assembly of this island, made and passed in the 8th year of the reign
of his late Majesty King George IL, entitled, “ An Act to prevent Hawking
and Pedling, and disposing of Goods clandestinely ;” or of a certain other
Act of the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this island, made and
passed in the 50th year of the reign of his late Majesty King George IIL,
entitled, “‘ An Act to repeal an Act for preventing Depredations on Coffee,
and produce, and for discovering and punishing Receivers of stolen Pro-
duce, and for better regulating Certificates of the Growth of such Produce,
and for making further Provision against the Evils contemplatedin the said
Act,” as prohibits any Slave, from selling, disposing of, or possessing any of
the articles of produce which he or she is, by the said two last-mentioned
Acts, or either of them, prohibited from selling or disposing of, except
or otherwise than with the permission, and in the manner and under the
circumstances therein mentioned: And be it further enacted by the yy.
authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for the protector and
guardian of Slaves to bring, maintain, prosecute, and defend any suit or
action in any court-ofjustice in this island, in behalf of any Slave or Slaves,
for or in respect of any such property as he, she, or they are by this or
any other Act of the legislature of this island rendered competent to pur-
chase, acquire, receive, possess, hold, alienate, or dispose of any thing in the
proviso contained in a certain Act of the Governor, Council, andAssembly
of this island, made and passed in the 6th year of the reign of his present
Majesty, entitled, ‘‘ An Act to enable Slaves to receive Bequests of Mone
or other personal Estate,” or any other act, law, usage, or custom to the
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding: And be it further enacted IV.
by the authority aforesaid, that for the better preserving the property of
any such Slaves, banks for savings shall, from and after the passing of this
Act, be established within this island, and interest, at the rate of [
per centum per annum, shall be allowed upon every sum deposited as
hereinafter mentioned: And be it further enacted by the authority afore- V.
said, that the savings banks throughout this island shall be under the
protection and control of the protector and guardian of Slaves; and the
governor of this island, or the person exercising the functions of governor
for the time being, shall, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to
appoint a manager and managers for such savings banks, and such other
oflicers, and make such necessary rules and regulations as will be best
adapted for conducting and managing the business of such banks, and for
ensuring order and punctuality therein, and for preventing misapplication
of any money which may there be deposited: Provided always that such
regulations shall not be repugnant to this Act, and that the same be
transmitted to his Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,
for his Majesty’s approbation thereof: And be it further enacted by the vi.
authority aforesaid, that the several officers so to be appointed as aforesaid,
and who, by virtue of such appointment, shall have the charge and care
ofsuch savings banks, shall, at such times as may be appointed and fixed
for that purpose by the rules and regulations to be made by the governor,
orperson exercising the functions of governor for the time being as afore-
said, pay over and deliver, or cause to be paid over and delivered, to the
receiver-general of this island for the time being, all such sum and sums of
money as shall have been deposited in the savings banks under their care
and charge respectively; and which said sum and sums of money so paid
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and delivered to the receiver-general shall, from the time and times respec.
tively when they shall have been so paid, and until payment thereof to the
Slave or Slaves, or other person or persons entitled thereto, respectively
be deemed and taken as so much lent to and borrowed by the public of this
island, and for the payment of which, and alsoofinterest, at and after the
rate of [ per ccntum per annum, the public faith of this
island shall stand pledged to the Slave or Slaves, or person or persons
entitled to receive the same, and the receiver-general for the time being
shall, out of the public funds of this island, pay such principal and interest
to the Slave or Slave, person or persons entitled thereto; and for the due
performance of this duty in this behalf, and for the punctual payment of
such principal and interest as aforesaid, the receiver-gencral shall enter
into such security to his Majesty, his heirs, and successors in such sum of
money as the commissioners for stating and settling the public accounts,
shall from time to time direct : And be it further enacted by theauthority
aforesaid, that the several officers so to be appointed as aforesaid to take
charge of the said several savings banks to be established in this island as
aforesaid, shall, at the time of their respective appointment, enter into such
good and sufficient security to his Majesty, his heirs, and successors, as
shall be approved by the governor, or person executing the functions of
governor for the time being, for the due performance of their daty, and
faithful observance of the rules and regulations which may be made for
such savings banks, and for the punctual payment and delivery over to the
receiver-general of this island for the time being, of all such sum or sums of
money of such Slaves as may from time to time be deposited in such savings
banks: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave
whoshallmake a deposit of any money in any such savings banks as aforesaid,
shall be at liberty to make a declaration of the manner in which, and of the
persons to whom, in the event of his or her death, the amount ofany money
so deposited shall be paid, and that such declaration shall be recorded in a
book to be kept for the purpose at the savings bank where such
deposit may have been made; and that upon the death of the. Slave
making such declaration, the same shall be taken to be the last will of such
Slave, in case such Slave shall not have made any other disposition thereof,
And that in case any Slave should marry after having made such declara-
tion, his or her marriage shall be deemed and taken to be a revocation of
such declaration. And if any such Slave shall die intestate, and without
having made any such declaration remaining unrevoked at the time of his
or her death, the amount of the money so deposited by such Slave shall be
disposed of in favour of such persons as by virtue of the statutes of dis-
iribution of intestate’s estates, would, according to the law of England,
be entitled to such property. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that no deposit of money shall at any one time, or in any one
week, be received at any banks for savings, from any Slave, exceeding the
sum of [ ] in the whole, unless at the time of tendering
such deposit, such Slave shall produce the consent, in writing, of the owner
or attorney in possession of such Slave, to such deposit being made by him
or her; and if any Slave shall be desirous at any one time, or in any one
week, to make a deposit exceeding the sum of [ J, and
the owner or attorney shall refuse his or her consent, then, and in such
case, the protector and guardian of Slaves, upon application being made to
him for that purpose, shall cause a written notice to be served on such
owner or attorney, requiring him or her to appear before such protector
and guardian within [ | days after the service of such notice, at a
convenient place to be mentioned therein, for that purpose; and if such
owner or attorney shall neglect to appear according to such notice, or shall
not show sufficient cause why the deposit should not be made, then such
protector and guardian of Slaves shall issue an order in writing, requiring
the manager of the savings bank to receive the amount of the deposit, and

. the same shall be received by him accordingly. And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that the protector and guardian of Slaves shall,
and he is hereby required to, include in his half-yearly report to the gover-
nor, or person exercising the functions of governor for the time being, as
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he is by law directed to make, the amount of the several sums of mone
which shall have been in the preceding half-year deposited in any of the
savings banks in this island, and also of such sums as shall have been paid
over in such preceding half-year to the receiver-general, as hereinbefore
directed and appointed.

Nores.—Although the usage recited in the preamble has been as preva-
lent and as much respected in Jamaica as in any other of his Majesty’s
colonies, yet there are enactments at variance with it: thus the 39th and
A0th clauses of the Consolidated Slave Law, prohibited any Slave from
keeping a horse, mare, mule, or gelding, and require an oath to be made
by the person having any charge of the property, that no Slave thereon
was possessed of this description of stock ; and the 58th clause contains a
provision respecting the possession of fresh meat by Slaves, which is entirely
disregarded in practice, and is contrary to the usage which prevails on
every estate. We have of course repealed these three clauses. The 48th
section of the Consolidated Slave Law contains a similar prohibition to
that which was inserted in the first clause of the Heads of the Bill submit-
ted to us. We have adopted the terms in which the prohibition is expressed
in the 48th clause of the Consolidated Slave Law, and we have continued
the prohibition relative to the staple commodities of the island, enacted in
8th Geo. II., ¢. 6; and 50 Geo. IIL., ¢. 20.
As the chief justice would necessarily have to sit on the trial of any

action brought to recover the property of a Slave, if it exceeded in value
the sum of twenty pounds, so as to give the Supreme Court jurisdiction, it
does not appear proper that the right of bringing such action should be
submitted to him. To have left it in the discretion or power of the owner
to bring such action, would be inconsistent with the right of property con-
ceded to the Slave: there appeared, therefore, no other alternative than to
vest the power of bringing the action in the officer to whom the protection
of the Slaves was delegated, and we have, for this purpose, framed the
third clause in the annexed draft, which will also embrace the power of
suing for legacies and bequests under the Act passed in the last session—
6 Geo. IV., c. 19.

From the great extent of the island of Jamaica, it would be necessary,
for the purpose of giving full effect to the establishment of savings banks,
to form one or more banks in each parish. Considering the numerous
persons who would thus become intrusted with deposits, it appeared to us
that the only mode, by which we could effect substantial security to the
persons making such deposits, would be to require the managers of the
banks to transmit the same to the receiver-general, and to render the public
funds of the island a security for the payment of principal and interest of
such deposits. We have provided for security being given, as well by the
managers of the several banks as by the receiver-general.

(Signed) WILLIAM BRUGE, Attorney-General.
(Signed) HUGO JAMES, Advocate-General.

 

An Act to prevent the Separation of Slaves, being Members of
the same Family, by any legal Process.

WHEREAS in, and by acertain Act ofthe President, Council, and Assem-
bly of this island, made and passed in the eighth year of the reign of His
late Majesty, King George the Third, entitled, ‘‘ An Act forthe more effec-
tual directing the Marshal’s Proceedings, and regulating thereof,” provision
is made for the sale of Slaves in families; and whereas, according to the
practice of the several courts of this island, the sale of Slaves in families,
is enforced; and whereas, it is expedient to enjoin by legislative enactment,
a due and strict observance of such salutary practice, as well in the several
Courts of this island, as by all officers who are by law authorized to make
levies on Slaves, may it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be
enacted: Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly,

131



132

52 JAMAICA.

I. of this your Majesty's island of Jamaica: And it is hereby enacted, by the _
authority of the same, that in the execution of any judgment, sentence, or
decree, or order of any court of justice within this island, or in any levy
made by any collecting constable, it shall not be lawful to levy on, seize,
or sell, any Slave, having a husband, or wife, or achild, under the age of
r J years, ora reputed husband, or wife, or child, under that
age, who may be the property of the same persons, orperson,unless such
fiusband, and wife, and child, or reputed husband, wife, or child, shall be
seld together, and in one, and the same lot, and to the same persons, or
person ; and that if in the execution of any such judgment, sentence, decree,
order, or levy, any Slave, or Slaves, shall be sold separate, or apart from
any such husband, or wife, or child, or reputed husband, or wife, or child,
as aforesaid, such sale, execution, or levy, shall be absolutely null and void

IJ,in the law, to all intents and purposes whatsoever: And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the provost marshal, or his
deputy, or deputies, or any other officer, or person making any levy upon
Slaves, under any writ of execution, or judicial process, shall be unable to
ascertain whether any Slave so levied upon, has, or has not, a husbanc, or
wife, or child, or reputed husband, wife, or child, under the age of
[ J years, belonging to the same owner, it shall be the duty
of such provost marshal, deputy marshal, or other officer, or person to make
a special return of any such circumstance to the court, by which the
execution, or other process, has been awarded; and incase the person
making such levy, shall be a collecting constable, or his deputy, such return
shall be made to the Supreme Court ofJudicature, except in any case where
the collecting constable, or his deputy, shall have madea levy on an
Slave, under, and by virtue of any order of the Court of Chancery of this
island, in which case such return shall be made to the said Court of Chan-
cery, and thereupon the said court, to which such return shall be made,
shall direct a copy thereof to be transmitted to the protector and guardian
of Slaves, and upon hearing what may be alleged by such protector and
guardian, and by the several parties in the action, cause, suit, or proceeding
In, or in respect to which such execution, or process had been awarded, and
in case ofa levy, or levies, made by any collecting constable, or his deputy,
after hearing what may be alleged, as well by the said protector and
guardian, as by any other persons interested in the said levy, and the
collecting constable shall decide whether the Slave so levied on, hath, or
hath not, any husband, or wife, or child, or reputed husband, or wife, or
child, under such age as aforesaid, belonging to the said persons, or person,
and such court shall make an order upon such provost marshal, or his
deputy, or collecting constable, or other officer requiring him either to
proceed to the sale of the single Slave, or not, as the case may require.

Nores.—Although it might seem from the language of the 8th Geo. II.
Cap. 5, that it was not imperative on the provost marshal to sell in families,
yet it has been the practice both in the courts of law and equity, in this
island, to enforce a sale in families, We have, therefore, considered our-
selves fully warranted in introducing the preamble in the annexed draft.
We have extended the provisions of this Act to levies, made by collecting

constables, for taxes, and in the latter case we have referred the question,
whether the Slave levied on, belong toa family, to the decision of the
Supreme Court, unless the Slaves have been in the hands of a receiver
when as the levy could only be made with the sanction of the Court of
Chancery, the reference is made to that court.

(Signed) WILLIAM BURGE, Attorney-General,
(Signed) HUGO JAMES, Adjutant-General.
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AN Act to regulate the Punishment of Slaves under judicial Sen-
tence, or by the Authority of the Owner or other Person having
the Management of Slaves.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make further regulations for preventing

abuses in the punishment of Slaves, under judicial sentence, or by the au-

thority of the owner, or other person having the management of Slaves:—

May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted: be it there-

fore enacted, by the Governor, Council and Assembly, ofthis your Majesty’s

island of Jamaica. And it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, I.

that in all prosecutions which may hereafter be commenced in any court

of judicature in this island, wherein any Slave may be charged with any

offence punishable by death, imprisonment for life, or transportation, the
like notice of trial shall be given to the protector and guardian of Slaves,
as by an Act of the Governor, Council and Assembly of this island, made

and passed in the fifty-seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty, King
George the Third, entitled “ An Act for the Subsistence, Clothing, and the

better Regulation and Government of Slaves, for enlarging the Powers of
the Council of Protection for preventing the improper transfer of Slaves,
and for other Purposes” is required to be given to the owner, proprietor,
or possessor, or to the attorney, or other representative, or possessor of

such Slave, against whom such prosccution has been commenced. And

the protector and guardian of Slaves is hereby required to attend at the
trial, and other proceedings, had in every such prosecution, as the protec-
tor of such Slave: and in his or her behalf, and to act therein in such man-

ner, as may be most conducive to the benefit of such Slave. And that if

such trial shall take place at the distance of more than [ ] miles
from the town of Saint Jago de la Vega, the protector and guardian of

Slaves shall direct the assistant protector and guardian whose residence
may be most near to the place where such trial shall be had, to attend and

act therein for the benetit of such Slave. And if such assistant protector
and guardian is any way interested in the result of such prosecution, then
the said protector and guardian of Slaves shall direct, such assistant pro-
tector and guardian, who may reside nearest to the place where such trial
shall be had, and who has no such interest therein, to attend and act there-

in, as aforesaid, and the protector and guardian of Slaves, and the assistant

protector and guardian of Slaves, shall be allowed in all such trials and
proceedings, to act for the benefit of every Slave in the same manner as by

the law of this island, any counsel or attorney at law, may, upon the like
occasion, act for the benefit of any Slave or person of free condition —And
be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall be unlawful II,

for any person within this island, to carry any whip, cat, or other instru-
ment of the like nature, while superintending the labour of any Slave or
Slaves, in, or upon, the cane pieces, or fields of, or upon any plantation,

penn, or settlement, or to use any such whip, cat, or other instrument of

the like nature for the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves,
to perform labour of any kind whatsoever, or to carry, or to exhibit upon
any plantation, penn, or settlement, or elsewhere, any such whip, cat, or

other instrument as aforesaid, as an emblem of the authority of the person
so carrying the same, over any Slave or Slaves; and any person who shall

offend herein, or who shall direct, instigate, or abet the commission of

any, or either of the acts hereby declared to be unlawful, shall be guilty of
amisdemeanour. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, yr,
that it shall be unlawful for any person to inflict in any one day upon any
male Slave, for any offence, upon any ground, or for any cause, or reason
whatsoever, more than [ ] lashes, in the whole, or to inflict upon
any such male Slave, any punishment, by the whipping or beating of his
person, unless the person of such Slave shall, at the time of such punish-
ment, be free from any laceration occasioned by any former whipping or
beating, or to inflict upon any male Slave any punishment by the whip-
ping or beating of his person, until twenty-four hours shall have elapsed,
from the time of the commission of the offence, in respect of which any
such punishment may be inflicted; or to inflict upon any male Slave any
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such punishment, unless one person of free condition shall be present at
and witness the infliction of the whole of such punishment, other than the
person by whom, or by whose authority, the punishment may be inflicted;
and every person who shall inflict, direct, instigate, or abet, the infliction
of any such punishment of any male Slave, as hereinbefore declared to be
unlawful, shall be guilty ofamisdemeanour, anything in the said herein.
before mentioned Act of the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this island,
commonly cailed the Consolidated Slave Law, or any other Act, law, or
usage, to the contrary thereof, in anywise notwithstanding. Provided
always, that nothing in this clause shall be construed to extend to any
punishments which may be awarded against, or inflicted on any Slave,
under and by virtue of the sentence of any court of competent jurisdic.

IV. tion in this island.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
it shall not be lawful to punish by whipping, any female Slave for any offence
committed, or alleged to be committed by her, anything contained in the
said Act, commonly called the Consolidated Slave Law, or any other Act
of the legislature of this island, or any law, custom, or usage, to the con-
trary thereof, in anywise notwithstanding, and every person who shall
inflict, or direct, or instigate, or abet the infliction of any such punishment,
on any female Slave, shall be guilty of amisdemeanour: Provided always,
that nothing in this clause contained, shall be construed to extend topte-
vent the owner, or his or her attorney in possession of any female Slave
under the age of [ J years, from causing her to be
punished and corrected for any fault or misconduct by her committed, in
the same manner and to the same extent, as any child of free condition
may be, and usually is, punished in any school for the education of youth

y in this island: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
all crimes and offences which may hereafter be committed by any female
Slave or Slaves, and which were heretofore punished by flogging, shall
hereafter be punished at the discretion of the court of justice, or jus-
tice of the peace, having competent jurisdiction in that behalf, or the
owner, attorney, manager,or overseer, directing such punishment in one or
the other of the following modes, that is to say :—By solitary confinement
with or without work, in any proper place for that purpose in the goal or
workhouse, where such punishment is awarded by such court, or justice
of the peace, or on the plantation, penn, or settlement, where such punish-
ment is awarded by the owner, attorney, manager, or overseer: and that
no such place of confinement shall be used for any such purpose, unless,
and until some practitioner of medicine in this island, and the protector
and guardian of Slaves, or the assistant protector aud guardian of Slaves
of the parish where the same is situate, shall have signed a certificate in
writing, approving ‘of such place of confinement, which certificate shall
be transmitted to and deposited in the office of the protector and guardian
of Slaves. And also provided that no such solitary confinement shall be
continued more than J] for any one offence, and that no
female Slave shall be punished by solitary confinement, more than

J] in any one calendar month: Secondly, By field stocks, or con-
finement of the hands during the hours of labour in the field, provided that
the period of such last-mentioned confinement, shall not at any one time
exceed [ | and shall not be repeated a second time until

|. Thirdly. House stocks for the hands and feet, or
either of them, with or without seats, during any period of the day, pro-
vided that the period of such confinement shall not exceed
for any one offence, and that no such punishment as last aforesaid, shall be
repeated twice within the period of [ ]. Fourthly. Bed
stocks for the confinement of the feet during the night, provided that no
such punishment as last aforesaid, shall be repeated within [ .
Fifthly. Distinguishing dresses to be used either with or without thestocks,
provided that such last-mentioned punishment be not continued more thanonce for any one offence, and that the same be not repeated within

J. Sixthly. Confinement either solitary or otherwise,
during one of the hours of noon, with or without work during such con-
finement, provided that no such punishment as last mentioned be repeated
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within the period of [ j. And be it farther enacted by the au- VI.
thority aforesaid, that if any person shall repeat any or either ofsuch punish-
ments as aforesaid, at an earlier period than is hereby allowed, or shall con-
tinue any or either of such punishments beyond the period hereinbefore
limited for that purpose, or shall place any female Slave in solitary con-
finement, in any place which hath not been approved of in manner aforesaid
within [ J next, preceding such confinement, or shall use
any stocks for the purpose of punishment, in such a manner as to affect
the health of the Slave confined therein, or as to inflict any permanent
injury on her person, or who shall not supply the Slave undergoing such
punishment, when the same shall continue for more than twelve hours, with
a proper quantity of wholesome food, and with a proper supply of water, or
who shall punish any woman known, or suspected by him or her to be
pregnant, by solitary confinement, or by any stocks applied in such a man-
ner as to produce the risk of miscarriage, shall be guilty of amisdemeanour. VII.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in any case in
which a male Slave now by law punishable by flogging, it shall and may
be lawful for any court of justice, or justice of the peace, having jurisdic-
tion therein, or any owner, attorney, manager, or overseer, to substitute for
such flogging any or either of the punishments before mentioned: Provided
that the conditions and regulations aforesaid, as far as the same are appli-
cable to the case of male Slaves, isduly observed: And be it further enacted VIII.
by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not be lawful for any owner, attorney,
manager, or overseer, to inflict any or either of the punishments aforesaid on
any Slave, until twenty-four hours shall have elapsed from the time of the
commission of the offence, for which any such punishment may be so in-
flicted, nor unless one person of free condition be present at, and witness
the infliction of such punishment: And be it further enacted by the autho-
rity aforesaid, that every owner, or person, having the care, management, or
possession of any plantation, penn, or settlement within thisisland, or ofany
jobbing gang, exceeding[ Jin number, shall keep a book to be
called “The Punishment Record Book,” and it shall be the duty of every
such owner, manager, or other person, to enter and record in the said book, at
or immediately after, the time of inflicting any or either of the punishments
hereby permitted to be inflicted on any female Slave, or on any male Slave,
who may be punished in any one day with any number of stripes exceeding

], or who shall receive any or either of the other punishments hereby
authorized to be inflicted, a statement of the nature and particulars of the
offence for or in respect of which such punishment may have been inflicted,
and of the time at which, and the place where, such offence was committed,
and ofthe time at which, and the place where, such punishment was inflicted,
and of the nature, extent, and particulars, of such punishment; and in the
cases of male Slaves, of the number of stripes actually inflicted upon the
offender, together with the names of the persons by whom, and by the
authority of whom, such punishment was inflicted, and of the person or
persons of free condition who was or who were present and attending at
the infliction of every such punishment; and if any person shall neglect to
make such entries in the punishment record book, or shall not make such
entry within [ ] next after the infliction of every such punishment,
such person shall be subject to a penalty not exceeding[ J nor
less than[ ] current money of this island. And if any person
shall wilfully or fraudulently make a false entry or erasure in any such
book, or shall, with evil intent, burn, destroy, cancel, or obliterate, the said
book, or any part thereof, or any entry therein, such person shall be guilty
ofa misdemeanour. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that every person who is hereby required to keep a punishment record
book, shall, on the first Monday next following the fifth day of April, the
twenty-fourth day of June, the twenty-ninth day of September, and the
twenty-fifth day of December, in each year, repair to the assistant protector
and guardian of Slaves, of the parish in which he may dwell, and produce
before him transcripts of every entry which, during the preceding quarter of
a year, may have been made in his punishment record book, and shall
take the following oath, which such assistant protector and guardian of

|
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Slaves is hereby: authorized and empowered to administer: ‘‘I, A.B., the
owner (manager, attorney, or overseer, as the case may be,) of the planta.
tion, penn, or settlement, called [ ] in the parish of [ _
in the island ofJamaica, or of the jobbing gang worked by me, as the case
may be, do make oath and say, that the writing hereunto annexed contains
a true and correct copy of every entry which, since the [ ] day
of [ . ]| last past, hath been made in the punishment record book, of
the before-mentioned plantation, penn, or settlement (or of the said jobbing
gang, as the case may be). AndI do further swear, that the said punish.
ment record book hath been punctually and accurately kept since the said
day of [ Jin the manner by law required; and that no fraudulent
erasure, or false entry, hath been made therein by me, or by any person, by
my procurement, or with my knowledge, privity, or consent.” And be
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, if any owner, attorney,
manager, or overseer, shall not, in the first succeeding quarter after the first
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, or in any
subsequent quarter, have inflicted any or either of the punishments which
is or are required by this Act to be recorded as aforesaid, then instead ofthe
oath hereinbefore required, he shall take and subscribe before the assistant
protector and guardian of Slaves of the parish in which he may be resi-
dent, the following oath: viz. “ I, A. B., do swear that from the [
day of [ J now last past, no punishment hath been inflicted by me,
or by my orders, or with my knowledge, privity, or consent, on any Slave
belonging or attached to the plantation, penn, or settlement, called ]
situate in the parish of [ jor belonging to the jobbing gang,
whereof I am owner, (attorney, manager, or overseer, as the case maybed,
excepting punishments inflicted on male Slaves not exceeding three
lashes; and I further swear, that no entry of any such punishment hath,
since the [ ] day of [ | been made in the punishment |
record book of the said plantation, penn, or settlement, or of the said

XI,jobbing gang. So help me God.” And be it further enacted by the

XI

authority aforesaid, that the assistant protector, and guardian, of Slaves, of
each parish within this island, shall, and he is hereby required [ ;
days before the time when, by this Act, such transcripts of such entries
are required to be made and produced to such assistant-protector and
guardian of Slaves as aforesaid, to furnish, or cause to be furnished, to the
owner, attorney, manager, or overseer, of every plantation, penn, or settle-
ment, or ofany jobbing gang, situate or worked within such parish, a printed
blank form of the hereinbefore-mentioned affidavits, with a notice of the
time and place at which he will attend for the purpose of receiving such
transcripts, and administering the oaths aforesaid. And every such assist-
ant protector and guardian of Slaves shall attend from day to day for[

] successive days for the before-mentioned purposes; and if it should
be made to appear to any such assistant protector and guardian, by the
certificate of any medical practitioner, that any person, liable to make
and verify such transcript as aforesaid, is rendered incapable by sick-
ness of attending for that purpose, then such assistant protector and
guardian shall attend every such person at his or her place of abode, for
the purpose of receiving and taking such transcripts and affidavits as afore-
said. And beitfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
person shall refuse or neglect to make and produce such transcripts, or to
take such oaths as are required by this Act, such person shall for every
such refusal or neglect, forfeit the penalty of [ J to be
recovered in the Supreme Court of Judicature of this Island, or in either
of the Courts of Assize, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information,
wherein no essoin, protection, or wager oflaw, or non vult ulterius prosequi shall
be entered, one moiety of which penalty shall be paid to the use of his
Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the go-
vernment of this island, and the contingent charges thereof; and the other
moiety to the informer or him, her, or them, who shall sue for the same.
And if any person who by this Act is required to make, produce, and verify
any such transcript, shall be a quaker, he or she may, and is hereby per-
mitted to verify the same upon his or her solemn affirmation. And be it
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further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the assistant protector and XIV.
guardian of Slaves of each and every parish, shall, and he is hereby re-
quired to transmit to the protector and guardian of Slaves, at his office in

St. Jago de la Vega, the several transcripts made and produced to him as
aforesaid, together with the original affidavits thereto annexed within

] next after such quarterly returns are completed ; and
if any such assistant protector and guardian of Slaves shall himself be the
owner, attorney, or manager, of any plantation, penn, or settlement, or of
any such jobbing gang as aforesaid, he shall with such transcripts and affi-
davits, deliver to the protector and guardian of Slaves, a transcript of the

entries in his own punishment record book, for the last preceding quarter
of a year, with an affidavit sworn before one of the assistant judges of the
Supreme Court, or one of the justices of assize, in the manner and form
before mentioned, under the same penalties as are imposed on other per-
sons neglecting to make such transcripts, or to take such oaths as aforesaid.
Provided always that the several assistant protectors and guardians of
Slaves shall not be bound or required to make and transmit such transcripts
of the entries of punishments inflicted on their own Slaves oftener than
twice in each year. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, XV-
that the protector and guardian of Slaves shall, and he is hereby required
to record, in books to be kept by him for that purpose, all such transcripts
so to be transmitted to him as aforesaid, and shall preserve in his office the
originals of such transcripts and affidavits, and such protector and guardian
of Slaves shall, and he is hereby required to keep adistinct book for each
parish, and to transcribe, in such book, the transcripts so transmitted to
him as aforesaid, in alphabetical order, according to the names of the plan-
tations, penns, or settlements, and of the names of the owners or other
persons having charge of jobbing gangs, and shall make and keep an exact
index to each and every book. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that on the prosecution of the owner, attorney, manager, or other
person having the possession or management of any Slave or Slaves for any
punishment inflicted on such Slave or Slaves, contrary to the provisions of
this Act, or of any other Act of the legislature of this island, if such Slave
shall be produced in open court, and if the traces of a recent flogging shall
appear on the person of such Slave, and if he or she shall in open court de-
clare that such traces are the consequence of any punishment or correction
prohibited by this or any other Act of the legislature of this island, and
being fully examined by the court, shall make a particular, consistent, and
probable statement of all the circumstances attendant on such punishment,
then, notwithstanding such Slave may not be a competent witness, by
reason of his or her slavery, such owner, attorney, manager, or other
person having the possession and management of such Slave, shall be bound
to prove, either that the punishment of which the traces are apparent, was
not inflicted by him, or by his procurement, or with his knowledge, privity,
or consent, or that such punishment was a lawful punishment, within the
meaning of such Act, and was inflicted in the presence of one witness of
free condition, as is hereby required; and in default of such proof, such
owner, attorney, manager, or other person having the care, possession, or
management ofsuch Slave, shall be convicted and adjudged guilty of the
offence charged against him or her by such prosecution, and no such pro-
secution shall be discontinued, except under and by virtue of a written order,
issued for that purpose by and under the hand and seal of the governor, or
person executing the functions of governor for the time being: And be ityyyy
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every person who shall
knowingly and wilfully make any false oath or affirmation to any of the
matters or things by this Act required to be so verified, or shall corruptly
Procure or suborn any person to swear or affirm falsely in any suchoath or
affirmation, shall, on being duly convicted thereof, suffer such punishment -
as is inflicted by the laws of England for that offence : And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person shall commit any or XVIII.
either of the misdemeanours declared by this Act, such person being of free
condition, shall be liable to be indicted in the Supreme Court of Judicature,
or in any of the courts of assize in this island, and, upon conviction, shall

XVI.
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be punished by fine, not exceeding the sum of [ |, nor less
than the sum of [ ‘|, or to imprisonmentfor any time not
exceeding [ ] nor less than [ |, or by both
fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the said court; and if such per-
son be a Slave, he or she shall be tried at a Slave court, and upon conviction
shall be punished by imprisonment and hard labour, for any time not
exceeding [ at the discretion of the court before which such
Slave may have been tried. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that ifany person shall be twice convicted of having inflicted
upon any Slave any cruel and unlawful punishment, such person shall, on
his or her second conviction, in addition to the penalties hereinbefore
imposed, be declared by the court before which such second conviction shall
take place, absolutely incapable in the law to be the owner or proprietor,
or to actas the attorney, manager, trustee, executor, administrator, or
overseer of any Slave or Slaves within the island ; and all Slaves of which
any such person may at the time of such second conviction be the owner or
proprietor, and all the estate, right, title, or interest which he or she may
have in or to any Slave or Slaves, shall thenceforth be absolutely forfeited
to his Majesty: Provided always that nothing herein contained shall be
construed to abridge or lessen the powers and authority possessed by
the Supreme Court and Courtsof Assize in this island, under and by virtue
of the said Act, commonly called the Consolidated Slave Law, to declare in
the cases therein mentioned, any Slave or Slaves to be free from all manner
of servitude, on the conviction of his or her owner of such maltreatment as

XX, therein mentioned. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the autho-

XI.

XXII.

XXIIL

rity aforesaid, that no forfeiture to his Majesty of any Slave or of any right or
interest in any Slave under and by virtue of this Act, shall in any way dini-
nish, affect, take away, or prejudice the right, title, or estate, or interest of
any person or persons, in, or to such Slave, except of the person upon the
conviction of whom any such forfeiture may have been concurred. And be it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whenever any such forfei-
ture as aforesaid, shall accrue to his Majesty, under and by virtue of this
Act, such forfeiture‘shall not be carried into effect by the actual seizure or
sale of the Slave or Slaves so forfeited, until a report shall have been made
to his Majesty through one of the principal secretaries of state, of all the
circumstances of the case, and his Majesty’s pleasure shall have been sig-
nified thereupon: and that in the mean time, and until his Majesty’s plea-
sure shall be signified, remitting such forfeiture, the Slave or Slaves so for-
feited, shall remain vested in his Majesty’s subjects, only to be divested,
if his Majesty shall be graciously pleased to remit such forfeiture. And
be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this Act
contained, shall be construed, deemed, or taken to abridge, defeat, or lessen
the powers or authorities vested in the several justices of the peace, and
in the several Slave courts of this island, by the said Act commonly called
the Consolidated Slave Law, except so far as those powers and authorities
enable such justices or Slave courts to sentence female Slaves to the pu-
nishment of whipping. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, that the protector and guardian of Slaves shall, and he is hereby re-
quired to include in his half yearly reports tv the governor or person exe-
cuting the functions of governor for the time being, which he is by law di-
rected, to make the particulars of all the transcripts, which by virtue of
this Act, may have been transmitted to him in the preceding half year, by
the assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves, within the several parishes
of this island, and the names of any persons against whom, during the pre-
ceding half year, any criminal prosecutions under this Act, may have been
instituted.

Nores.—According to the practice of the courts of this island in prose-
cutions against white or free persons, where the offence is bailable, no no-
tice of trial is ever given, because the accused are under recognizance to
appear and answer at a particular court named in the recognizance, and
then to take their trial. In the trial, however, of Slaves, the eighty-sixth
section of the Consolidated Slave Law, requires six days’ notice of the trial
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to be given to the owner of the Slave, asessential to found the jurisdiction of
the Slave court. We have, therefore, required that a similar notice should
be given to the protector, and accordingly we have altered the first clause of
the original heads of the Bill submitted to us.

The enacting part of the third section of the annexed draft, nearly resem-

bles the restriction contained in the twenty-seventh clause of the Consolidated

Slave Law, but more precisely defines the interval of time which shall elapse

before a sccond punishment can be lawfully inflicted.
We have not inserted the twenty-first clause of the original heads of this

Bill submitted to us, because under the twenty-fifth section of the Consoli-

dated Slave Law, a power is vested in the court, of declaring the Slave free,
when the owner, or the person interested in such Slave, has been convicted of
cruclty, and the exercise of this power has not becn confined to those cases ia
which the convicted person has been the sole ownerof the Slave, but has beeu
extended to cases in which such person convicted, had only a limited interest.
Thus in the King v. Boyden, at the Kingston Assizes in 1817, the attorney-
gencral prayed judgment of freedom on the Slave, which was awarded,
although Mr. Boyden was only a tenant in common with bis brothers and

sisters: and this clause of the Consolidated Slave Law, contains a further
beneficial provision, by enabling the court to direct the payment by the con-
victed person, of the fine of one hundred pounds to the justices and vestry of
the parish to which the Slave belongs, in consideration of their paying the
Slave ten pounds per annum for his or her maintenance. We have thought
it right to retain in the present Act, by express enactment, these salutary
provisions.

(Signed) WILLIAM BURGE, Attorney-General.
HUGO JAMES, Advocate-General.

 

No. 9.

My Lorp, King’s House, Jamaica, 13th November 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, the copy
of a message I have received from the House of Assembly, in answer to a
communication which I made to that body on the 12th ultimo, accompanied
by the several propositions of his Majesty’s government respecting the Slave
population.

The House have since appointed a Committee of thirteen, to revise the
Consolidated Slave Law ; and a Sub-Committee of seven has been since nomi-
nated, who have gone through the Slave Law, and made, as I understand,
many alterations in it, embracing, in the proposed Act, several of the propo-,
sitions of his Majesty’s Government. But as the labours of the Sub-Com-
mittee are subject to the approbation of the Grand-Committee, and as after-
wards this Bill will be discussed in the House of Assembly, I cannot venture
to anticipate what may be the result of the proceedings of the Assembly on
this important subject.
There seems no disposition to adopt the proposition which relates to the

appointment of a protector and guardian of Slaves, nor to the regulation of
punishments. The establishment of Savings Banks, the Assembly seem to
consider a measure which requires great deliberation, and seem disposed to
postpone the consideration until a future session. I have, &c.

The Earl Bathurst, K. G. (Signed) MANCHESTER.
&e. = =&e. oe.

Messagefrom the House of Assembly to the Governor.

May it please your Grace,
WE are desired by the House to wait on your Grace, and to inform you

that, with as little delay as was compatible with due deliberation on a subject
submitted to the House by the directions of his Majesty’s government, and
which involves in its consequences the future welfare ot this Colony, they
have taken into their most attentive consideration your Grace’s first message
of the 12th instant, and the several propositions which accompany that message.

139



140

60 JAMAICA.

The House return sincere thanks to your Grace, for the expression of your
Grace’s desire to prevent any unnecessary interruption of the proceedings of
the House. “
The House not possessing such means of information as your Grace derives

from his Majesty’s government, would have received with unfeigned pleasure,
the intimation conveyed by your Grace, that the measures submitted to their
consideration, have been shown by experience to have been attended with no-
inconvenience in those colonies where the experiment has been tried;but,
referring to intelligence received in Jamaica fromtime to time, from the very
commencement of the operation of the Order in Council in Trinidad, and
more particularly to the proceedings of a public meeting which took place at
Port of Spain in that Island, so lately as the 24th June last, and to thepetition
adopted on that occasion to be presented to both Houses of the Imperial Par-
liament, the House cannot refrain from expressing their apprehension that
this declaration has emanated rather from the sanguine hope entertainedby
his Majesty’s ministers of the success ofthe measures proposed, than from the
testimony of facts; and that the trial, of what your Grace has termed the
experiment, has not been of sufficient duration to establish much confidence
as to its ultimate beneficial result. At the same time, the House feel quite
satisfied, however harmless the experiment may have been hitherto found in
a few of the other colonies, such measures, if adopted in this island in their
present shape, would not only endanger our lives and properties, but would
ultimately terminate in the ruin and destruction of the most valuable colony
his Majesty possesses.
The House, however, sincerely actuated by that ardent desire which has

Jong distinguished the Assembly of Jamaica, to embrace every opportunity of
improving the condition of the Slave population, have appointed a committee
to bring in a Bill to alter and amend the Slave-laws of this island. And they
assure your Grace that they will cheerfully make such enactments as their
long experience and local knowledge may point out as likely to be productive
of benefit to the Slave, without injury to the master or detriment to the right
of property.

 

No. 10.

Extractfrom a Despatchfrom his Grace the Duke ofManchester,
dated King’s House, Jamaica, 23d December 1826.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that the Council and Assem-
bly, who had been employed without interruption since 10th October last,
finished the public business yesterday, and I enclose, for your Lordship’s
information, a copy of my speech when I prorogued theAssembly.

I have already apprized your Lordship, in my letter of the 13th ultimo,
that the House of Assembly had appointed a Committee to revise the Conso-
lidated Slave Law. This Committee made their report, and a Bill has been
assed, of which I shall transmit to your Lordship a copy by the next packet.

Tn the mean time I enclose, for your Lordship’s information, an analysis of
this Bill, and copies of such of the clauses as are entirely new. ‘lhe admission
of Slave evidence, the alteration in the modeoftrial of Slaves, and the limita-
tion of punishment by individuals, are very material points. And ia the new
Bill there is, throughout, a spirit of mildness and moderation which certainly
improves the condition of the Slave in many important particulars.
The Council made several amendments to the Bill, but very few have been

adopted, and none of any great importance, except the separation of Slaves
sent to the workhouse for protection from those confined for crime; and that
no Slave can be transported without the governor’s warrant for the sentence
being carried into execution.

 

Extractfrom the Governor's Speech on the Prorogationof the Assembly.
; I TRUST that the laborious attention you have bestowed on the revi-

sion of the Slave Laws, the mildness and moderation which the new Act
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betrays throughout, the beneficial alteration it produces in the condition of
the Slave in manyparticulars, more especially those which regard the mode of

trial, and the admission of their evidence in courts of justice, will be highly

satisfactory to his Majesty’s government.

Analysis of an Act entitled, “ An Act to alter and amend the
Slave Laws of this Island.”

Passed 22dDecember 1826.

Sect. 1 and 2.—Repeals all former Acts relating to Slaves, except Act 25,
Geo. 3, cap. 8. ;

3,—Owners to instruct their Slaves in religion, and have them baptized.
4.--Clergymen obliged to marry Slaves without any fee, on producing

consent of their owners.
5.—All Slaves levied on for debt to be sold singly, except in cases of

families, consisting of a man, his wife, and children, who must be sold in
one lot.
6.—No market to be open after eleven o’clock on Sunday.
7,——No Slave to be taken or levied for debt on Saturdays.
8.—Slaves to have one day in every fortnight, exclusive of Sunday, except

during crop, so that the number of days allotted to them are not less than
twenty-six. ;

g.—No person to employ for hire the Slave of another on Sunday, with-
out the consent of the manager of such Slave.
10.—No mills to be put about on Sundays, or Slaves worked between seven

o'clock on Saturday night and five o’clock on Monday morning.
11.—-Negro grounds to be inspected periodically.
12,.—In places where no provision-grounds, not less than three-shillings and

four-pence to be allowed each Slave weekly.
13s—Clothing to be provided each Slave once a year, under penalty.
14 —Quantity and quality of clothing, and inspection of Negro-grounds to

be sworn to periodically.
15.—Penalty on Master not complying with the two preceding Clauses,
16.—Personal property secured to Slaves.
17.—Bequests and legacies secured to Slaves.
18.—Women with six children exempted from all field or hard labour, and

the mother exempted from all tax.
19.—Owners or managers obliged, under penalty, to maintain sick, aged,

or disabled Slaves.
20.—Contains further regulations for the protection of such infirm Slaves,

and for manumized persons.
21.—Contains further regulations as to manumized persons.
22.—Owners manumizing Slaves to allow each Slave ten pounds per

annum, under penalty of one hundred pounds.
23.—-Contains further regulations as tu old and infirm Slaves.
24,—Contains regulations relative toSlaves, the property ofinsolvent debtors.
25.—Contains further regulations.

pro Owners prohibited, under penalty, allowing diseased Slaves to wander
about,

27.—Slaves te be allowed half an hour for breakfast, and two hours tor
dinner.

28.—Slaves not to be allowed more than three consecutive holydays at
Christmas, Easter and Whitsuntide.
29.—Slaves inicrming against runaways rewarded.
30.—Slaves killing Slaves in actual rebellion rewarded.
31.—Any person murdering a Slave to suffer death.
32,—Any person carnally knowing an infant under ten years, to suffcr death.
33.—Rapes punished with death.
34.—New Clause preventing persons from maltreating Slaves.
35.——Penalty on vestrymen not attending council of protection.
36.—Regulating modeofproceedings when justices shall receive informa-

tion of Slaves having been maltreated.
37.—No Slave to receive more than ten lashes in any workhouse, unless

owner or manager present, and then not to exceed thirty-nine lashes.
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38.—No person to commit a Slave to the workhouse for a longer space than
ten days. ,
39.—Howjustices are to act on complaints made of improper punishments,
40.—No collar or chain to be put on a Slave, except a very light collar to

distinguish runaways, and then by order of a justice.
41.—Slaves, except in going to market, to have tickets.
42.—No ticket to be in force for more than thirty days.
43.—Slaves absent without leave for five days declared runaways.
44,—Punishment on runaways. :
45.—Further regulations as to runaways.
46.—Punishment on harbouring runaways.
47.—Regulations on same subject.
48.—How Justices are to proceed when information is given where runaways

are concealed.
49.—Penalty on persons giving false tickets.
50.—Reward to persons apprehending runaways.
51.—Regulations as to persons apprehending runaways.
52.—Runaways to be advertised, and keepers of workhouses to detain Slaves

until all expences are paid.
53.—Slaves confined in workhouses to be properly fed.
54.—Proviso in regard to Slaves claiming freedom, when special sessions

are to be called to investigate their claims.
55.—No runaway Slave to be sold by workhouse-keeper until special

sessions has been held.
56.—Regulates replevins.
57.—Any Slave attempting to go off the island to be punished, not extend-

ing to life.
58.—Penalty on white or free persons aiding and assisting such attempt to

escape. .

59.—Contains further provisions on same subject.
60.—Slaves not to travel with guns or offensive weapons, under penalty,

or to hunt cattle with lances, &c. except by permission.
61.—Punishment on managers allowing assemblages of strange Slaves to

assemble with drums, horns, &c. authorized to call for military aid.
62.—Military and civil officers empowered to enter plantations to suppress

disturbances.
63.—Negro dances and nightly meetings prohibited.
64:—Nightly burials prohibited under penalty.
65.—Penalty on free persons permitting unlawful assembly of Slaves.
66 —Punishment on free persons permitting gaming among Slaves.
67.—No bond required for Slaves manumized by will: but the estate of

the testator held liable for the annual sum required by law to be paid to
manumized Slaves.

68.—Proviso, that any will which passes personal estate is sufficient to
manumize Slaves.

69.—-Removes legal impediments in manumizing Slaves belonging to
éwners possessing only a limited interest in them.

79,71, 72, 73.—Contain further regulations.
74.—Regulates the contingent interest of parties in Slaves manumized.
73-—Investment for the purchase of Slaves for effecting manumission.
76.—No bond required for manumission of Slaves able to maintain them-

selves,
77.—Prevents sale of Slaves for the purpose of re-sale.
78.—Declares the evidence of persons bringing offenders against preceding

clause before a justice, good.
79.—Declares sales made for re-sale void.
80.—No writofcertiorari to issue.
81.—Slaves guilty of rebellion to suffer death.
82.—Striking a white person subjects Slaves to same punishment.
83 —Slaves found with fire-arms in their possession to be tried at quartet

sessions.
84.—Slaves practising Obeah punished with death.
85.—Slaves found preaching, without permission, to be tried and punished

by quarter session.
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36.—All meetings of Slaves for the purpose of preaching or teaching, be-

tween sun-set and sun-rise, prohibited. Proviso, not to extend to the Pres-

byterian Kirk, or licensed minister, until eight o’zlock; or the ceremonies

ot the Jewish or Roman Catholic religion.
87.—Dissenting ministers prohibited from collecting or receiving money

from Slaves. ;

g8.—Further prohibition of nightly meetings.

§9.—~Slaves using deleterious drugs in the practice of Obeah, to suZer

death.
g0.—Slaves having in their possession poisonous drugs, &c., used in witch-

eraft to be transported. ; .

g1.—Slaves attending meetings for administering unlawful oaths,orlearning

the use of arms, &c. to suffer death. ”

92.—Free persons aiding or assisting, to suffer death.

g3.—Persons knowing of such meetings, and not giving information, to

be punished by imprisonment or whipping.

g4.—Slaves stealing horses or cattle punished with death.

95.—Slaves having fraudulently in their possession more than twenty

pounds weight of beef,&e., without. being able to account for it, to suficr

punishment not extending to life, or imprisonment for life.

g6.—Slaves maiming or chopping cattic, to be punished not exceeding fifty

lashes.
97.—Slaves maiming or doing bodily injury to each other, to sufer death.

98.—For preventing accidents by fire, owing to Slaves improvidently sct-

ting fire to their grounds.
99, 100.—New clauses, altering the mode of trial of Slaves.

101.—Clerks of the peace may be dismissed for incompetence.

102.—Custos, &c. required in future to appoint professional men clerks of
the peace.
103.—Persons warned as evidence fined for non-attendance.

104.—Jurors protected against all civil process.

105.—Records of all proceedings on the trial of Slaves to be kept.

106.—Slaves giving false evidence to be punished as for perjury.

107.—When warrant is issued against Slaves, notice to be served on mana-

ger to produce such Slave.
108.—Six days notice of trial necessary.

109 —What sort of notice necessary when owner is not known.

110.—Contains further regulations as to notice.

111.—Ordering how punishment of death is to be inflicted.
112.—In cases of sentence of death, transportation, or imprisonment for

lite, owner to be paid the value of the Slave.

113.—No Slave to be executed or transported, except in cases of rebellion,

unless by warrant under the hand of the governor.

114.—Slaves sentenced to death or transportation, to be paid for by the
receiver-general,
115, 116, 117.—Direct mode of proceeding of provost marshal, in regard

to Slaves sentenced to transportation.

118.—Slaves returning from transportation to be re-sold.
119—Slaves who have been transported for crimes subjecting them to the

punishment of death, and returning, to suffer death.
120.—Persons aiding or assisting Slaves to return from transportation, to

pay a fine of three hundred pounds, and suffer imprisonment not exceeding

twelve months.
121.—Slaves sentenced to transportation, that cannot be sold, to be com-

mitted to hard labour in the workhouse.
122.—In cases where Slaves, sentenced to transportation for life, conduct

themselves well, governor authorized to remit their punishments, and order

them to be sold, with their own consent.
, 123.—Slaves escaping from imprisonment to be punished with further im-

prisonment, or whipping.
124,—Slaves sentenced to hard labour for life escaping, to be transported.
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125.—Punishment of persons permitting Slave prisoners to escape.
126.—Regulates how marshal’s fees are to be paid.
127.—No Slaves in confinement to be employed by gaol-keeper for his

benefit.
128.—Slaves guilty of inferior crimes to be punished by two justices, not

exceeding thirty-nine lashes.
129.—Fees of the clerk of the peace, for attending summary trials.
130, 131, 132, 133, 134.—New clauses, which relate to the admission of

Slave evidence. ;
135.—Free persons associating with Slaves in crime, to be deemed acces.

saries.
136.—This act not suspended by martial law.
137.—Penalties how applied and recovered.
138.—Penalties and offences committed against present existing law, to be

enforced and punished.
139.—Act to continue in force from 1st May 1827, to Ist May 1830,

 

New Clauses in the Amended Slave Law.

AND in order to prevent any person from mutilating, dismembering, or
cruelly beating, or confining any Slave or Slaves: Be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that if any master, mistress, owner, or possessor, or other
person whatsoever, shall at his, her, or their own will and pleasure, or by his,
her, or their direction, or with his, her, or their knowledge, sufferance, privity,
or Consent, mutilate, or dismember any Slave or Slaves, or wantonly orcruelly
whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, or imprison, or keep in confinement without
sufficient support, or brand any Slave or Slaves, he, she, or they shall be liable
to be indicted for such offence, in the Supreme Court of Judicature, or in any
of the Assize Courts, or Courts of Quarter Sessions of this island, and upon
conviction, shall be punished by fine, not exceeding one hundred pounds, or
imprisonment, not exceeding twelve months, or both, for each and every Slave
so mutilated, or dismembered, punished, or confined ; and such punishment is
declared to be without prejudice to any action that could or might be brougut
at common law, for recovery of damages, for, or on account of the same, in
case such Slave or Slaves shall not be the property of the offender, and in
atrocious cases, where the owner of such Slave or Slaves shall be convicted
for such offence, the court before whom such offender shall have been tried
and convicted, are hereby empowered, in case they shall think it necessary
for the future protection of such Slave or Slaves, to declare him, her, or
them, free and discharged from all manner of servitude, to all intents and
purposes whatsoever: and in all such cases, the court are hereby em-
powered and authorized, if to them it shall appear necessary, to order and
direct the said fine of one hundred pounds to be paid to the justices and
vestry of the parish to which the said Slave or Slaves belonged, to the use of
the said parish, the said justices and vestry, in consideration thereof, paying
to each of the said Slave or Slaves so made free, the sum of ten pounds per
annum, for his or her maintenance and support during life; and in case any
Slave or Slaves shall suffer any before-mentioned mutilations or wanton
punishment or confinement, or branding, such Slave or Slaves, on his, her, or
their application to any justice of the peace, the said justice of the peace shall
be, and is hereby directed, required, and empowcred on view, or itsap-
pearing to his satisfaction, that such mutilation or wanton punishment have
been really suffered, to send such Slave or Slaves to the nearest workhouse
where such offence shall be committed, and such Slave or Slaves shall
be there safely kept and carefully attended, but not worked, at the expense
of such parish, until such time as the special sessions hereinafter men-
tioned shall meet, and such Slave shall be kept separate and apart from
Slaves committed to such workhouse as runaways or criminals, in a place
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appropriated in such workhouse for that purpose; and the said justice of

the peace to whom such application shall have been made as aforesaid, is

hereby required and directed forthwith to certify the neture of such applica-
tion or complaint to the custos, or senior magistrate, in ihe parish or precinct

wherein such workhouse shall be situate, whose duty it shall be, and he is

hereby directed and required, to convene a special sessions, consisting of not

less than three justices of the peace of such parish or precinct, which special

sessions, when met, is hereby empowered and required to make further and

full inquiry, upon view, and by the axatnination of witnesses, into the com-

mitment of the mutilation or punishment of such Slave or Slaves, and if, upon

such examination, it shall appear to them that the complaint of such Slave or

Slaves is frivolous or unfounded, it shall be lawfel for them, and they are

hereby required to dismiss the complaint, and to direct such Slave or Slaves to

be delivered over to his, her, or their owner or owners, or possessors, or his,

her, or their legal representatives, or to direct such punishment by confine-

ment to hard labour or whipping, or both, as to them may scem proper ; but

if, upon such examination and inquiry as aforesaid, it shall appear to the satis-

faction of the said justices that the complaint is wel! founded, they are hereby

directed to lodge the examinations with the clerk of the crown, or clerk of the

peace, that the partics may be prosecuted according to law, and to bind over

the said oftenders and witnesses in a sum not exceeding fifty pounds, with se-

curities, to appear at the grand or assize courts, or quarter sessions of the

parish, and to remand the said Slave or Siaves to the workhouse, to be kept

until such time as there shall be a legal mecting of the justices and vestry of

such parish, which meeting the custos is hereby required’ to call as early as

conveniently may be; and such justices and vestry, when met, are hereby ap-

pointed a council of protection of such Slave or Slaves, and are hereby directed

and empowered, if they think proper, to make further inquiry into the com-

mitment of the mutilation or punishment of such Slave or Slaves, and ifto them

it shall appear proper, the said justices and vestry are hereby empowered and

required to prosecute to effect such owner or owners, the expense of which

prosecution shall be paid by the parish where such offence is committed ; and

in case the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves shall appear capable of pay-

ing the costs and charges of such before-mentioned prosecution, the said jus-
tices and vestry are hereby empowered tocommenceasuit or suits against such

owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, and recover all costs and charges out

of purse by them laid out and expended in such suit or suits ; and the keeper
of the workhouse where such Slave or Slaves shall have been first committed, is

hereby directed and required, upon due notice of the meeting of the said special

sessions, or of the first mecting of the council of protection, of the parish where

the offence was committed, to produce such Slaves or Slaves for the inspection

and direction of such special sessions and council of protection, under the

penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect in not producing before such
council of protection, such Slave orSlaves. And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that if after due notice of such meeting being convened, a
sufficient number of magistrates and vestrymen do not attend to form a coun-

cil of protection, the custos, or senior magistrate, who may preside at such

meeting, is hereby empowered and required to inflict a fine not exceeding ten

pounds upon any vestryman or magistrate voluntarily absenting himself, to
e levied by warrant under his hand and seal. And be it further enacted by

the authority aforesaid, that in case any justice of the peace shall receive any
complaint or probable intelligence from any Slave or otherwise, that any Slave
or Slaves is or are so mutilated or cruelly punished, or is or are confined with-

out sufficient support, it shall and may be lawful for such justice of the peace,
and he is hereby empowered and required forthwith, to issue his warrant to
any constable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the place wherein such

Slave or Slaves are confined, and such Slave or Slaves to release and bring be-

fore: such justice, who, on view or proof of the fact, is hereby authorized to

send such Slave or Slaves to the workhouse for protection, there to be kept, but

not worked, until inquiry shall be made into the fact according to law, and

in order to restrain arbitrary punishment.
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And whereas it is necessary to declare how and in what manner Slaves should
be tried for crimes and oifences. Be it enacted by the authority atroresaid, |
that from and after this Act shall commence and be in force, all and every
charge or complaint against any Slave or Slaves, of murder, rape, felony, bur.
glary, robbery, burning or destroying houses, outhouses, stores, Negro houses
or cane grass, or corn pieces, or breaking into such houses, outhouses, stores,
or Negro houses in the day-time, no person being therein, and stealing thereout,
rebellion, rebellious conspiracies, or any other offencewhatsoever committed
by any Slave or Slaves, that shall subject such Slave or Slaves to suffer death,
transportation, or confinement to hard labour for life, or for a term exceeding
one year, shall be heard, tried, and determined at the Courtof Quarter Ses-
sions, or Special Slave Court, for the parish or precinet-wherein the offence
shall be committed, as part of the business of such court, and by indictinent
before the grand andpetty juries of such court, as indictable offeaces are now
condacted at such courts against white persons and persons of tree condition;
but first dispoing of such business of the court as shall concern white persons
and persons of free condition, and then proceeding with the trial ofSlaves,
against whom bills may be found by the grand jury; and the justice before
whom such charge or complaint is made, shall issue out his warrant for ap-
prehending the offender or offenders, and all persons that can give evidence,
who, being brought before him, or any other justice of the peace, if, upon
examination, it appears probable that the Slave or Slaves apprehended, is or
are guilty, shall commit the offender or offenders to gaol for trial, at the next
Court of Quarter Sessions or Special Slave Court, aud secure the attendance
there of the witnesses, by recognizance or committal to gaol, as public justice
may require: inall cases the evidence of Slaves shall be adinitted against Slaves
before the justice, the court, and the grand, or petit jury. And in caseofthe
grand jury finding a trae bill, then in any parish where a Court of Quarter Ses-
sions 1s now usually holden, such Slave or Slaves shall have the indictment
or charge distinctly read to him, her, or them, in open court, which indictment
or charge shall be deemed valid, if sufficient in substance, and shall not be
granted for defect in form, and thereupon the plea shall be taken down aud
entered, and such Slave or Slaves shall be put upon his, her, or their trial, be-
fore apetit jury, in like manner as is the practice, usual and accustomed at
the Quarter Sessions, on the trial of indictments against white persons aud per-
sons of free condition. Andif apetit jury be already formed for any preceding
business of the court, it shall be lawful to try the indictment against such Slave
or Slaves, upon calling over the names of the jurors, and causing them to be
sworn to try all and every such Slave or Slaves as shall be brought before them,
and a true verdict give according to evidence, as in other cases: reserving to the
crown and to the prisoner the power ofchallenging aty of the said jurors, upon
assigning cause to be approved of by the court; and provided that no owner or
proprietor of any prisoner, or the attorney, guardian, trustee, overseer, or
book-keeper, shall be allowed to sit as a juror upon the trial of such prisoner,
And the place of such jurors as shall be set aside upon challenge, or for the
causes aforesaid, shall be supplied by others returned upon the pannel, to serve
as jurors; or it a sufficient number should not be in attendance, then such
deficiency shall be supplied by a writ of tales, to be issued by the court, in
which such trial shall take place. And the same jury shall serve for every case
under the preceding regulations at the same court, unless the court shall see, or
the juryof themselves declare, that the circumstances of one trial tco intimately
affect another trial, to proceed without bias, in which case a new jury shall be
called; and if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimously find
theSlaveorSlaves guilty of the offence with which he, she, or they, stand charged,
the court shall pass sentence of death, without bencfit of clergy, or transporta-
tion, or confinement to hard labour for life, or a limited time, or whipping,
or such other punishment as the court shall think proper, according to the
nature of the offence: Provided always, that no sentence of death or trans-
portation, pronounced on any Slave or Slaves; shallbe-carried into effect,
unless by warrant under the hand and seal of the governor, or the person
exercising the functions of governor, who is hereby authorized to issue



JAMAICA. 67

such warrant, and_ before whom shall be previously laid the charge or

indictment, the evidence taken down at the trial, and the sentence of the

court, ora truc copy thercof, attested by the justice presiding at the trial,

or in case of his death, or absence of onc of the other justices constituting

the court, except when sentence of death shall be passed upon anySlave

or Slaves convicted of rebellion, or rebellious conspiracy; in which case,

the court shall and may proceed to pass sentence, and carry the same into

execution as heretofore, at such time and place as public expedicnce may

require; oF if no pressing occasion arise, the court may, if it seems fit,

refer the proceedings to the governor in the manner, and to be disposed of

by him, as in other cases of public convictions: Provided always, that if

it shall be necessary or expedient for the furtherance of justice and the

safety of the public, to hold any court, before the stated Court of Quarter

Session, it shall be lawful to convene a Spccial Slave Court, and the custos,

or senior magistrate of the parish or precinct, shall issue a special writ of

yenire, directed to the provost marshal general, or his lawful deputy, to

summon and warn forty-eight persons, such as are usually warned and em-

pannelled to serve on juries for the parish, or precinct, personally to be, and

appear at such court, at the usual place for holding the quarter session, at

such day and time as may be expressed in such venire, then and there to

inquire, for our Sovereign Lord the King, of and concerning all such

matters and things as shall be given them in charge, and enjoined, when

and where the said persons, so warned by the provost marshal, or his lawful

deputy as aforesaid, are hereby severally required to attend, under the

penalty of five pounds on each defaulter; and when and where the said

Special Slave Court shall proceed in like manner, in all respects as is the
usual custom and practice, at a General Court of Quarter Scssions of the

Peace, for indictable offences against personsoffree condition. And whereas

this mode of trying Slaves will naturally interfere with the facilities
granted to those parishes which are component part of a precinct wherein
Special Slave Courts are now allowed: Be it enacted, that in the parishes
of Saint Thomas in the Vale, and Saint John part of the precinct of Saint

Catharine, indictments against Slaves shall be preferred before the grand jury

convened and sworn at the Court of Quarter Session of the respective pre-
cincts, and the attendance of all witnesses to support the charge before the
grand jury, shall be summoned as aforesaid ; and whena true Bill shall be
returned against any Slave or Slaves, such trial shall be proceeded in a
Special Slave Court, to be convened by a custos or senior magistrate of such
parish, to mect at the place such court is at present held by law, and there-
upon the custos, or in his absence the senior magistrate of the parish where

such trial is to take place, shall and may hold such Special Slave Court at the
place where parochial business is usually transacted in such parish, and
shall sign and issue a writ of venire to the provost marshal, or his lawful
deputy, for convening twenty-four persons of the parish qualified to serve
onjuries, at the time and place appointed by the writ of venire to form a
petit jury for the trial of Slaves, against whom bills of indictment have
been found at the quarter sessions, such trial to take place under the same
regulations as are hereinbefore contained as to trials of Slaves in the Courts
of Quarter Sessions; and the provost marshal, his deputy, and all persons
under recognizance, and the persons so warned as jurors, for any breach
of the duty hereby imposed in regard to such Special Slave Court, shall
suffer the like penalties under the like remedies, as if done in regard to the
quarter session, and all proceedings of such Special Slave Court shall be
returned into the office of the clerk of the peace of the precinct, there to
be recorded, and kept as part of the records of the same parish: Provided
always, that if any Slave or Slaves shall have been detained in custody
under commitment for six calendar months, and no indictment shall have
been preferred against him, her, or them, or person appearing to prosecute
the complaint during that time, it shall be the duty of the said justices of
quarter sessionsso associated for the purpose of holdingsuch Courtof Quarter

Sessions, to discharge such Slave or Slaves by proclamation at the expiration

of such six calendar months from the time of the commitment ofsuch Slave or
Slaves: and provided always, that in any case, upon an indictment against any
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Slave or Slaves for murder, where malice prepense shall not be proved to the.satisfaction of the jurors, such jurors shall be, and they are hereby declaredto be, at liberty to return a verdict of manslaughter, if they shall think thenature of the case shall require it; and the person or persons so foundguilty of manslaughter shall suffer such punishment as the court shall thinkfit to inflict, not extending to life: and whercas the endsof justice aresometimes defeated by the incapacity or gross neglect of their duties, bythe clerks of the peace. :
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and afterthe commencement of this Act, upon any complaint made beforeajusticeof the peace of any murder, felony, burglary, robbery, rebellion, or rebel-lious conspiracy, treason, or traitorous conspiracy, rape, mutilation, branding,dismembering, or cruclly beating, or confining without sufficient support, aSlave or Slaves, or in any casesofseditious meetings, or of harbouring or con.cealing runaway Slaves, or giving false tickets or Ictters to such runawaySlaves to enable them to elude detection, or on any inquisition before a coro-ner, the evidence of any Slaves respecting such complaint or inquisition shallbe received and taken by suchjustice of the peace or coroner; and on anprosecution in any of the courts of this island for any of the crimes beforementioned, the evidence of a Slave or Slaves shall also be admitted and re-ceived: Provided always, that before such evidence shall be received, a certi-ficate of his or her baptism shall be produced, and the justice of the peace,coroner, or court shall be satisfied, on due examination had, that such Slavecomprehends the nature and obligation of an oath: And provided also, thatnothing herein containcd shall prevent the court from receiving objections asto the competency of such witness, or from receiving evidence as to the cre-dibility of such witness in like manner as they would receive the same as towhite persons, and personsoffree condition: And providedalso, that no whiteperson, or person of free condition shall be convicted of any of the crimesaforesaid on the testimony of any Slaves, unless two of the said Slaves atleast clearly and consistently depose to the same fact or circumstance, suchSlaves being examined apart, and out of the hearing of each other: Andprovided also, that no white person, or person of free condition shall beconvicted on the testimony of any Slave or Slaves of any crime or offenceas aforesaid, unless the complaint shall have been made within twelvemonths after the commission thereof, and unless the crime or offence shallhave been committed subsequent to the comméncement of this Act: Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every justice of thepeace or coroner who shall take the deposition of any Slave, shall certify,as part of the jurat, that the deponent had been duly examined and foundto possess a competent knowledge of the nature and obligations of an oath,and such justice of the peace and coroner shall take from the person inpossession of such Slave, or from some fit and proper person, a recog-nizance in a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds nor less than twentypounds, conditioned for the production of such Slave as a witness in thecourt at which the indictment is to be preferred or tried, and such justice orcoroner shall forthwith transmit to the clerk of the crown such deposition andrecognizance ; and in case the person in possession of such Slave shall refuseto give, or shall not produce, such bail for the appearance of the Slave, as awitness, or the Person in possession of such Slave, shall be the party accused,or if, under the circumstances of the case, the Justice of the peace or coronershall see cause to apprehend that the witness may be withheld from givinghis or her testimony, then such justice of the peace or coroner, shall havethe power of securing the attendance:of such Slave, as a witness, by acommittal to goal, in the same manner as the attendance of a witness forthe crown, who is unable to find bail for his appearance is now ensured,and the marshal or keeper of such goal shall allow to the said Slave thesum of one shilling and eight pence per diem, for his or her support duringconfinement, and such allowances shall be repaid to the marshal or keeperof the goal, in the same manner as the allowance to witnesses for thecrown is now paid to him: and in case the party in possession of a Slave,shall produce him or her as a witness, at the court where any indictmentis preferred, or had, according to the condition of a recognizance enteredinto by, or on the part of-such person in possession, as aforesaid, such
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erson in possession shall be entitled to receive mile-money, at the rate of
one shilling per mile, forthe first five miles, and sixpence per mile for
every mile afterwards, and a sum not excceding three shillings and four-
pence per diem, for each and every day such Slave shall have been absent
from home, for the purpose of attending at the court, asa compensation
for the loss of the labour of such Slave: and the judges presiding at the
trial, upon application made to them in court after the trial, are hercby
authorized, if they shall deem it equitable and right, under the circum-
stances of the case, to assess the amount of such mile-money and com-
ensation, and grant a certificate thereof under their signature; and such

certificate, after being approved of by the commissioners of public accounts,
shall be paid by the receiver general to the person or persons to whom such
certificate shall be granted: and in order to remove as much as possible any
temptation to commit perjury, by those Slaves who shall be required to give
evidence, Be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the court shall
not be at liberty to exercise the power given by this Act, for declaring
any Slave free, and discharged from all manner of servitude, where the
owner of such Slave has been convicted of particular offences, if any Slave
shall have been sworn upon the trial, as a witness on the part of the pro-
secution, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any Slave shall commit wilful and corrupt perjury, in giving evidence upon
any of the occasions hereinbefore mentioned, such Slave shall be liable
to be tried therefore, and upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to
hard Jabour in the workhouse, or to stand in the pillory, for such time as
the court shall direct, or to whipping, or to all or either of such punishment,
at the discretion of the court. And it is hereby enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that the Slaves, whose attendance are required as witnesses, shail
be protected in their persons, from all civil process whatsoever, in going
to, attending at, and returning from such examinations or trials, as are
herein before mentioned, and that such Slaves shall, during such time, not
be liable to be levied on for debt or otherwise.

 

No. 11.

My Lorp, King’s House, Jamaica, 8th January 1827.
WITH a reference to my despatch of 23rd ultimo, I have now the

honour to enclose an authenticated copy of the Act, entitled “ An Act to
alter and amend the Slave Laws of this Island,” passed in the last session.

I have the honour to be,
&e. &c. &c.

(Signed) MANCITESTER,
The Right Honourable the Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&e. &e &e.

 

An Act to alter and amend the Slave Laws of this Island.

PreavBLE.—WIIEREAS it is expedient that the laws now in force, re-
lating to Slaves, should be revised and consolidated, and other provisions
be enacted to promote their religious and moral instruction, and by
means whereof their general comfort and happiness may be increased
as far as is consistent with due order and subordination, and the well-being
of this colony.

.. 1—May it therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted. Be
it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your
Majesty’s island of Jamaica, that from and after the commencement of this
Act, an Act entitled, “An Act for the Subsistence, Clothing, and the
better Regulation and Government of Slaves; for enlarging the Powers
of the Council of Protection, for preventing the improper transfer of Slaves,
and for other Purposes,” passed the nineteenth day of December, inthe
fifty-seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty hing George the Third ;
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also an Act, entitled “ An Act to amend the Slave Act, by altering the
Mode of carrying into Exccution the Sentence of Death on Slaves,” passed
the fourth day of December, in the second year of the reign of his present

Majesty King George the Fourth; also an Act, entitled “An Act to take
away Clergy from Offenders in Rape on Slaves,” passed the cleventh day of

December, in the fourth year of the reign of his present Majesty King
the Fourth; also an Act, entitled “ An Act for removing Impediments to

the Manumission of Slaves, by Owners having only a limited Interest,”

passed the eightcenth day of December, in the fifth year of the
reign of his present Majesty King George the Fourth; also an Act,
entitled “An Act to prevent Levies on Slaves on Saturday,” passed the
eighteenth day of December, in the fifth year of the reign of his present

Majesty King George the Fourth; and also an Act, entitled “An Act to

enable Slaves to reccive Bequests of Money or other personal Estate,”

passed the twenty-first day of December, in the sixth year of the reign of
his present Majesty King George the Fourth, shall be and stand repealed,
and the same are hereby repealed accordingly,
2.—Whereas doubts may be entertained, whether the Act of the 25th

George III., cap. 8, has been repealed by any Act or Acts heretofore
passed, in order to put an end to such doubts, be it enacted by the au-

thority aforesaid, that nothing in any Act heretofore passed, or nothing in
this Act contained, shall repeal the said mentioned Act, but that the same

shall be in as full force and virtue as if the said several Acts had never
been made.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all owners,

roprietors, and possessors, and in their absence the managers or oversecrs
of Slaves, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour the instruction of their
Slaves in the principles of the Christian religion, whereby to facilitate their
conversion, and shall do their utmost endeavours to fit them for baptism,
and as soon as conveniently can be, cause to be baptized all such as they
can make sensible of the duty to God and the Christian Faith, which
ceremony the clergyman of the respective parishes are to perform, when
required, without fee or reward.
4.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful for any Slave or Slaves, who has or have been baptized,
who may be desirous of entering into the holy state of matrimony, to apply
to any clergyman of the established church to solemnize such marriage,
-who is hereby required to perform the same without any fee or reward, if
such clergyman shall, upon examination of such Slaves, consider them to
have a proper and adequate knowledge of the nature and obligation of such

a contract, provided always that such Slave shall produce to the clergyman
a permission in writing from his owner, or from the legal representative of
his owner, for that purpose.
5.—And whereas, by the ninth section of the eighth George the Second,

chapter fifth, it is enacted ‘that whenever hereafter any Slave or Slaves,
taken on any writ of venditioni shall be exposed to Sale, the provost marshal,
or his deputies respectively, shall sell all such Slavessingly,unless in cases of
families, in which case, and in no other, the said provost marshal, or any of

his deputies, may set up to sale such family or families, consisting of a man
and his wife, his or their children ;” and whereas it seems necessary fur-
ther to enforce this provision: Be it therefore enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that in all cases where a levy shall be made by any deputy mar-
shal, or collecting constable of a family or families, each family shall be

sold together and in one lot: Provided always that nothing in this Act
contained shall be understood to interfere with levies on individual Slaves,
nor be construed to authorize excessive levies.
6.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no white

persons, or persons of free condition, shall expose on a Sunday, after the
hour of eleven o'clock in the forenoon, any goods or provisions for sale
in any market, or in any shop or other places, under a penalty not ex-
ceeding five pounds for every offence, to be recovered in a summary
manner before any two magistrates; and if any Slave do commit such
offence, the goods so exposed to be forfeited by order of any justice of the
peace, for the benefit of the poor of the parish where such offence is com-
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mitted ; provided that nothing herein shall extend to prevent the keeping

open any druggist’s shop, tavern, or lodging-house, or the sale of fresh

meat and fresh fish or milk, on Sunday; such sale, however, not to take

Jace in any town or place during the hours appointed for the celebration

of divine service therein: Provided always, that sufficient notice be given

in the market, that the hour for closing it has arrived.

7—Whereas it is expedient to render the Sabbath as much as possible

a day of rest and for religious worship: and whereas it would be right

and proper that theSlaves should be protected on some other day in the

week besides Sunday, from being taken or levied upon for debt under any

rocess issuing out of any of the courts of justice in this island, or by col-

lecting constables for taxes: Be it therefore enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that it shall not be lawful to make any levy upon any Negro or

any other Slave on Saturday, and that they shall be exempt from all such

rocess, and also from levies by collecting constables, for taxes on that

day the same as on Sunday.

3—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and

after the commencement of this Act, the Slaves belonging to or employed

on any plantation or settlement shall, over and above the holydays herein-

after to be mentioned, be allowed one day in every fortnight tocultivate

their own provision grounds, exclusive of Sundays, except during the time

of crop, under the penalty of twenty pounds to be recovered against the

overseer or person having the care of such Slaves: Provided always, that

the number of days so allowed to the Slaves for the cultivation of their

grounds, shall be at least twenty-six in the year.

9,—And whereas much mischief is occasioned by persons employing the

Slaves of others: Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and

after the commencement of this Act, no person or persons whomsoever

shall employ the Slave or Slaves of others for any reward or hire to be

paid to them on the Sunday or any other day allowed such Slave by law,

without the consent in writing of such owner or owners or overseers, first

had and obtained, undera penalty not exceeding five pounds for each

Negro so hired or employed; such penalty to be recovered in a summary

manner, by warrant under the hands and seals of two magistrates of the

parish in which the property is situated where the offence shall have been

committed; and in case of non-payment of such penalty, to commit the

offender or offenders to the common gaol of the county in which such

offence shall have been committed, for a space not exceeding twenty days,

or until such penalty shall be paid; and such penalty shall be for the benefit

of the party, proprietor, or possessor of such Slave complaining, in case such

offence shall be proved by a disinterested person; and in case such

offence shall be proved by the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such

Slave, such penalties shall be for the benefit of the poor of the parish in

which the same offence shall be committed.

10,—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that during the crop,

not only shall the Slaves, as heretofore, be exempted from the labour of

the estate or plantation on Sundays, but that no mills shall be put about

or worked between the hours of seven o'clock on Saturday night and five

o’clock on Monday moming, under the penalty of twenty pounds, to be

recovered against the overseer or other person having the charge of such

Slaves.
11,—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every master,

owner, or possessor of any Slave or Slaves, or his or her overseer or

chief manager, shall, under the penalty of ten pounds for each neglect,

cause the condition of the Negro grounds to be inspected once in every

month at least, in order to see that the same are cultivated and kept up in

a proper manner, of which oath shall be made as in this Act is hereafter

directed.
12,—And whereas it may happen that on some plantations, penns,

settlements, and towns in this island, there may not be lands proper for

the cultivation of provisions, or where, by reason of long continuance of

dry weather, the Negro grounds may be rendered unproductive, then, and

in that case, the masters, owners, Of possessors, do by some other ways and
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means make good and ample provision for all such Slaves as they shall be .
possessed of, equal to the value of three shillings and four pence currency
per week for each Slave, in order that they may be properly supported and
maintained under the penaltyoffifty pounds. ;
13.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every owner,

master or possessor of Slaves shall once in every year provide, and give to
each Slave they shall be possessed of proper and sufficient clothing, to be
approved of by the justices and vestry of the parish where such master,
owner, or. possessor of such Slaves shall reside, under the penalty of five
pounds for each Slave for whom such clothing shail not be provided, to be
recovered in a summary manner before three Justices of the peace.
14.—And be it further cnacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

master, owner, proprictor, or possessor of Slaves, his or her overseer, or
chief manager, at their giving in an account of their Slaves and stock to
the justices and vestry, on the twenty-eighth day of March in every year,
or at the vestry which shall be held next after that day, shall under the
penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect, give in an account on
oath of the nature and quantity of the clothing actually served to each
Slave on such plantation, penn, or other settlement for the approbation of
the justices and vestry as aforesaid; and shall likewise at the same time
declare on oath, that he has inspected, or caused to be inspected, the
Negro grounds (whcre such Negro grounds are allotted) of such plan-
tation, penn, or settlement, according to the directions of this Act, and
that every Negro on the property is sufficiently provided with grounds, or
where there are no Negro grounds, such ample provision as hereinbefore
directed.
15.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when

the number of Slaves belonging to any master, owner, or possessor, shall
not exceed forty, and such master, or owner, shall not comply with the
enactments contained in the two foregoing clauses of this Act, the justices
and vestry of the parish where such master, owner, or possessor of such
Slaves reside, shall have power and authority to impose a penalty not
exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in asummary manner before any two
of his Majesty’s justices of the peace by distress and sale of the offender's
goods and chattels,
16.—And whereas by the usage of this island, Slaves have always been

permitted to possess personal property, and it is expedient that such
audable custom should be established by law: Be it therefore enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that if any owner, possessor, or any other person
whatsoever, shall wilfully and unlawfully take away from any Slave or
Slaves, or in any way deprive or cause any Slave or Slaves to be deprived of
any species of personal property by him, her, or them lawfully possessed,
such person or persons shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds over and
above the value of such property so taken away as aforesaid, the same to be
recovered under the hands and seals of any three justices of the peace
before whom the complaint shall be laid and the facts proved: Provided
nevertheless, that nothing in this Act shall be construed or deemed to
authorize any trespass, or to allow any Slave or Slaves to turn. loose or
keep on his owner's, or other person’s property, any horses, mares, mules,
asses, catile, sheep, hogs, or goats, without the consent of his owner orperson in possession of such lands being first had and obtained.
17.—Whereas it is expedient that the owners of Slaves or other persons

should have it in their power to reward the fidelity of Slaves, or to make
them bequests as a reward for their services or good conduct: Be it
therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any pecuniary bequest
or legacy of a chattel to a Slave, shall be deemed and considered to be a
valid and legal bequest or legacy, and the executor or executors, or other
representative of the testator, shall be authorized to pay the amount of
such legacy, or to deliver such chattel to the Slave: Provided always, that
nothing herein contained shall be deemed to authorize the institution of
any action or suit at law or in equity, for the recovery of such legacy, or
to make it necessary to make any Slave or Slaves a defendant or defen-
dants.to a suit in equity.
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18.—And in order that further encouragement may be given to the in-
crease and protection of negro infants, be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that every female Slave who shall have six children living, or
who having raised from infancy, and during the period of nurture, a child
or children of deceased mothers, and which shall continue to live with her
as her adopted child or children, shall have of her own, and of such so
raised and adopted child or children, six children living, shall be exempted
from all hard labour in the field or otherwise, and the owner or possessor
of every such female Slave, shall be exempted from all manner of taxes for
such female Slaves, anything in the Act commonly called the Poll Tax
Law, or any other of the tax laws of this island, passed or annually to be
passed to the contrary notwithstanding, and a deduction shall be made for
all such female Slaves from the taxes of such owner or possessor by certifi-
cate of the justices and vestry : Provided nevertheless, that proof be given
on oath, to the satisfaction of the said justices and vestry, not only that the
requisite number of children, together with the mother or adopted mother
are living, but also that the mother is exempted from all manner of field or
hard labour, and is provided with the means of an easy and comfortable
maintenance.

19.-And_ be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no mas-
ter, owner, or possessor of any Slave or Slaves whether in his’ or her own
right, or as attorney, guardian, trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall
discard or turn away any such Slave or Slaves on account or by reason
of such Slave or Slaves being rendered incapable of labour or service
to such master, owner, or possessor, by means of sickness, age, or
infirmity, but every such master, owner, or possessor, as aforesaid, sliall
be and he is hereby obliged to keep all such Slave or Slaves upon his,
her, or theirproperties, and to find and provide them with sufficient cloth-
ing, wholesome necessaries of life, and not suffer such Slave or Slaves as
aforesaid, to be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burden-
some to others for sustenance, under the penalty of twenty pounds for
every such offence, to be recovered in a summary manner before any three
justices of the peace in this island, who are hereby authorized, empowered,
and required to cause such master, owner, or possessor, his, her, or their
attorney or agent, and such other persons as they shall judge necessary, to
be summoned before them, to enable them to judge and determineof the
propriety of such information, and whether such master, owner, or posses-
sor, ought to incur the said penalty; and in the mean time, and until such
trial can be had, the said justices of the peace, upon thir own view, or upon
the information ofany white or free person on oath, are hereby empowered
and required to take up such wandering, sick, aged, or infirm Slave or
Slaves, and to lodge him, her, or them, in the nearest workhouse, there to
be clothed and fed, but not worked, at the expense of the master, owner,
or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid can be had; and if it shall appear
to the said justices on such trial, that the party or parties so complained of,
is or are guilty of the said offence, and shall refuse to pay the said sum of
twenty pounds and the fees of such workhouse, for the maintenance of such
Slave or Slaves, together with the charges of clothing and of the conviction,
the said justices are hereby required and empowered under the penalty of
twenty pounds forthwith, by warrant under their hands and seals, directed
to the constable, to commit such offender or offenders to the common gaol
of the county or parish where the offence shall be committed, there to re-
main until he, she, or they, shall pay the said sum of twenty pounds and
charges as aforesaid, one moiety of which said fine shall be paid to the in-
former, who is hereby declared to be a good witness, and the other moiety
shall be paid into the hands of the churchwardens of such parish for the poor
of the said parish, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.
20.— And whereas from the decease and change of residence of many pro-
rietors of Slaves and other circumstances, and from the manumission of

egro, Mulatto, and other Slaves, without any suitable provision being made
for their future maintenance, many unhappy objects afflicted with contagi-
ous distempers, or disabled for labour by sickness, age, and otherwise,. and

having no owners, prove dangerous, or become a burden or nuisance to the
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several towns and parishes of this island; tor remedy whereof, be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the justices and vestrymen of the |
several towns and parishes in this island, be empowered to lay a tax upon
the several towns and parishes in the same manner as the parochial taxes
are usually laid for the purpose of raising such a sum as they shall judge
sufficient to provide for the maintenance, clothing, medical care, and atten.
dance in the workhouses or other convenient places of the said several towns
and parishes of this island, of such Negro, Mulatto, or other Slaves,
or other unhappy objects as aforesaid; and the magistrates respec.
tively of such town and parish are hereby empowered and required upon
application being made to them, or either of them, or upon view, to order
all such objects as aforesaid, to be removed and conveyed to the respective
workhouses of each parish, where (if a Slave) the former proprietor or pro-
prietors, owner or owners of such Slave lived or resided ; or ifa person manu-
mized ormade free, of the parish wherein the ownerorowners commonly resid-
ed, or the property was situated to whom or towhich such manumized person
belonged immediately previous to the executionof such manumission: or if
such manumission be by will, immediately previous to the decease of the
testator or testatrix, there to be lodged and taken care of as aforesaid; and
the magistrates and vestries of the several towns and parishes as aforesaid,
are hereby empowered and required to make from time to time all such
humane and salutary regulations for the purposes aforesaid, as to them shall
seem necessary and expedient, and the keeper of the workhouse in such
parish to which such Slave or free person shall be sent by warrant from any
other parish, shall be obliged to receive the same under the penalty of
twenty pounds. o.
21.—And it is hereby enacted and declared, that every parish in this

island to which any manumized person shall be removed in pursuance of
this Act, or any clause of any former Act for this purpose, as to the place
of the legal settlement of such person, shall be entitled to claim all the
advantages to be derived by law, from the security bond directed to be
entered into and given, in and by an Act passed in the fifteenth year of
the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, entitled “* An Act
for regulating the Manumission of Negro, Mulatto, and other Slaves, and
to oblige the Owners to make a Provision for them during their Lives,” by
any person or persons manumizing any Slave orj Slaves to the
churchwardens of whatsoever parish such bond may have been given, as
fully as if the same had been entered into to the churchwardens of the
parish to which such manumized person shall become burdensome.
22.—And be it-further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all

owners or others who may manumize such Slaves as are old, infirm, or
unable to work for their maintenance, are hereby obliged to provide for
such maintenance, by allowing each and every such Slave at the rate of
ten pounds per annum, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, to be
recovered in Grand or Assize Courts, and to be paid over to the churchwar-
dens of the parish where such Slave may reside, which parish shall after
the recovery of such sum, provide for, and pay the sum of ten pounds an-
nually for the support of such Slave.
23.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case

any goods, chattels, or Slaves, belonging to the owners of such old, infirm,
and deserted Slaves as aforesaid, who shall have become burdensome to
any parish for support, shall thereafter be found in any part of this island,
it shall and may be lawful for the churchwardens of every such parish, to
recover the full amount of all expenses to which such parish shall, at any
time, have been put on account of any such deserted Slaves, before any
three justices of the peace of the parish or precinct wherein such goods,
chattels, or Slaves shall be found, by distress and sale of the same.
24.—And whereas it sometimes happens that aged, infirm, and disabled

Slaves, belonging to the estates of insolvent debtors, remain in the custody
of the provost marshal of this island, or his deputies, without a possibility
of the same being sold for the benefit of the creditors of such estates:
Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon proof being made on
oath by any deputy marshal, before any three magistrates of the district,
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wherein he shall hold his appointment, that any Slave or Slaves of the
above description, has or have been in his custody for more than six

months thereto preceding, that such Slave or Slaves have been repeatedly
put up to sale bypublic outcry, that nobidder has offered to purchase the

same, and that there is no probability of his or her being sold, it may and

shall be lawful for the said three magistrates to make an order, under their

hands and seals, for the removal of such Slave or Slaves to the parish

wherein the owner of such Slave or Slaves resided, at or immediately

before the time when he or she took the benefit of the Act for the Relief

of Insolvent Debtors, now in force or hereafter to be in force, there to be

maintained and provided for according to the direction of this Act, herein-

before declared.

95.—And it is hereby enacted, that such order being recorded in the

office of the clerk of the peace of the precinct, wherein the gaol of such
deputy marshal as aforesaid shall be situated, shall be deemed and taken

in all the courts of this island, asa complete and perfect acquittal of all
demands, claims, suits, and actions of every kind, on or against such pro-

yost marshal, or any of his deputies, as may or shall be made, instituted,

or preferred by any person or persons whatsoever, on account or by reason
of the removal of any such Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, out of his or their

custody: Provided always, that if such Slave should at any time there-

after recover and become saleable, it shall be the duty of the supervisor of
the workhouse in which such Slave is confined, to report the same to the

provost marshal general, and thereupon the supreme court shall order

such Slave to be sold by the provost marshal for the benefit of the insol-
vent's estate.
26.—And whereas Negroes afflicted with the yaws, cocobay, or other con-

.. tagious diseases, are sometimes permitted to leave their master’s property,
and travel about the country to the great annoyance of the public, and of
those in the neighbourhood: Be it enacted, that every owner or pro-
prietor of Slaves, or his, her, or their overseer, as the case may be, permitting
the same, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds for every such offence,
to be recovered in a summary manner, before any three magistrates, one

moiety of which to be paid to the informer, and the other moiety to the

churchwardens of the poor of the parish in which the offence shall be com-
mitted; and which forfeiture shall be recovered on oath of the informer or

other person complaining, to be levied by warrant of the said magistrates,
who on refusal or failure of payment are hereby authorized to commit the
delinquent to the county or nearest gaol until paid.
27.—And be it therefore enacted, that every field Slave on any planta-

tion or settlement, shall on work days, be allowed half an hour for

breakfast, and two hours for dinner; and that no Slave shall be compelled

to any manner of field-work upon the plantation before the hour of five in

the morning, or after the hour of seven at night, except during the time

of crop, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered against the
overseer or other person having the charge of such Slaves.
98,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that for the

future all Slaves in this island shall be allowed the usual number of holy-

days that were allowed at the usual seasons of Christmas, Easter, and

Whitsuntide ; provided that at every such respective season, no more than
three holydays shall be allowed to follow or succeed immediately one after
the other, any law, custom, or usage, to the contrary notwithstanding.

And if any master, owner, guardian, or attorney of any plantation or set-

tlement, or the overseer of such plantation or settlements, shall presume at
the seasons aforesaid to allow any holydays to any Slaves on any such plan-
tation or settlement, other than is directed by this Act to be given, every

person so offending shall forfeit the sum of five pounds.

29.—And in order to encourage Slaves to detect runaways: Be it en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, that every Slave or Slaves that shall inform
against any person who shall have or conceal any runaway Slave or Slaves,
so that such runaway Slave or Slaves may be taken and restored to his, her,

or their owner or owners, or be committed to any workhonse, every such
Slave or Slaves so informing shall be entitled to such reward as any Justice
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shall think just and reasonable, and be paid by such person or persons ag
such justice shall determine ought to pay the same, not less than twenty—
shillings nor exceeding forty shillings, to be enforced by a warrant under
the hand and scal of such justice.
30.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if an

Slave or Slaves shall kill or take any Slave or Slaves in actual rebellion,
he or she shall receive from the churchwardens of the respective parishes
where such Slave or Slaves shall have been killed, the sum of three
pounds, and the sum of five pounds if taken alive, and a blue cloth coat,
to be paid and furnished by the churchwardens of the respective parishes
where such Slave or Slaves shall have been killed or taken, the whole ex.
pense whereof shall be re-imbursed by the receiver-general for the time
being, out of any monies in his hands unappropriated.
31.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

person hereafter shall, with malice aforethought, kill or murder any Negro
or other Slave, such person so offending shall, on conviction, be adjudged
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accord-
ingly for the said offence: Provided always, that such conviction shal]
not extend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands and tene.
ments, goods or chattels; any law, custom, or usuage to the contrary thereof
in anywise notwithstanding.

32. —And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
person or persons shall at any time after the commencement of this Act,
unlawfully and carnally know and abuse any female Slave under the age
of ten years, every such unlawful and carnal knowledge shall be felony,
and the offender thereof, being duly convicted, shall suffer as a felon, with-
out benefit of clergy.
33.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

person or persons shall at any time, after the commencement of this Act,
commit a rape on any female Slave, then and in every such case, every
person being thereof lawfully convicted, shall be deemed guilty of felony,
and suffer death without benefit of clergy: Provided always, that nothing
herein contained shall extend to the corrupting the blood or the forfeiture
of lands or tenements, goods, or chattels; any law, custom, or usage, to
the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding.
34,—And in order to prevent any person from mutilating, dismembering,

or cruelly beating or confining any Slave or Slaves: Be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that if any master, mistress, owner, possessor,
or other person whatsoever shall, at his, her, or their own will and pleasure,
or by his, her, or their direction, or with his, her, or their knowledge,
sufferance, privity, or consent, mutilate or dismember any Slave or Slaves,
or wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, or imprison,
or keep in confinement without sufficient support, or brand any Slave or
Slaves, he, she, or they shall be liable to be indicted for such offence in
the Supreme Court of Judicature, or in any of the Assize Courts, or
Courts of Quarter Sessions of this island; and upon conviction shall be
punished by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or imprisonment not
exceeding twelve months, or both, for each and every Slave so mutilated
or dismembered, punished, or confined, and such punishment is declared to
be without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought at com-
mon law for recovery of damages, for or on account of the same, in case
such Slave or Slaves shall not be the property of the offender. And in
atrocious cases, where the owner of such Slave or Slaves shall be con-
victed of such offence, the court before whom such offender shall have
been tried and convicted, are hereby empowered, in case they shall think
it necessary, for the future protection of such Slave or Slaves, to declare
him or them free and discharged from all manner of servitude, to all in-
tents and purposes whatsoever; and in all such cases the court are hereby
empowered and authorized, if to them it shall appear necessary, to order
and direct the said fine of one hundred pounds to be paid to the justices
and vestry of the parish to which the said Slave or Slaves belonged, to the
use of the said parish ; the said justices and vestry, in consideration there-
of, paying to each of the said Slave or Slaves, so made free, the sum of.
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ten pounds per annum for his or her maintenance and support, during life;
and in case any Slave or Slaves, shall suffer any before-mentioned mutila-
tions or wanton punishment or confinement, or branding, such Slave or
Slaves on his, her, on their application to anyjustice of the peace, the said
justice of the peace shall be, and is hereby directcd, required, and em-
owered, on view, On its appearing to his satisfaction that such mutila-

tion or wanton punishment have been really suffered, to send such Slave or

Slaves to the nearest workhouse where such offence shall be committed,
and such Slave or Slaves shall be there safely kept, and carefully attended
but not worked, at the expense of such parish, until such time as the
Special Sessions, hereinafter mentioned, shall meet; and such Slave shall
be kept separate and apart from Slaves committed to such workhouse as
runaways or Criminals, ina place appropriated in such workhouse for that
purpose ; and the said justice of the peace, to whom such application shall

have been made as aforesaid, is hereby required and directed forthwith,°

to certify the nature of such application or complaint, to the custos or
senior magistrate in the parish or precinct wherein such workhouse shall
be situate, whose duty it shall be, and he is hereby directed and re-
uired to convene a Special Sessions, consisting of not less than three

justices of the peace of such parish or precinct, which Special Sessions,
when met, is hereby empowered and required to make further and full
inquiry, upon view, and by the examination of witnesses into the commit-
ment of the mutilation or punishment of such Slave or Slaves; and if
upon such examination it shall appear to them that the complaint
of such Slave or Slaves is frivolous or unfounded, it shall be lawful
for them, and they are hereby required to dismiss the complaint,
and to direct such Slave or Slaves to be delivered over to his, her,
or their owner or owners, or possessor, or his, her, or their legal
representatives, or to direct such punishment by confinement to hard
labour, or whipping, or both, as to them may seem proper; but if upon
such examination and inquiry as aforesaid, it shall appear to the satisfaction
of the said justices, that the complaint is well founded, they are hereby
directed to lodge the examinations with the clerk of the crown, or clerk of
the peace, that the parties may be prosecuted according to law, and to
bind over the said offenders and witnesses in a sum not exceeding fifty
pounds, with securities, to appear at the Grand or Assize Courts, or
Quarter Sessions of the parish, and to remand the said Slave or Slaves to
the workhouse, to be kept until such time as there shall be a legal meet-
ing of the justices and vestry of such parish, which meeting, the custos or
chief magistrate is hereby required to call as early as conveniently may be ;
and such justices and vestry, when met, are hereby appointed a council of
protection of such Slave or Slaves, and are hereby directed and empowered,
if they think proper, to make further inquiry into the commitmentof the mu-
tilation or punishment of such Slave or Slaves; and if to them it shall appear
proper, the said justices and vestry are hereby empowered and required to
prosecute to effect such owner or owners, the expense of which prosecution
shall be paid by the parish where such offence shall be committed ; and in
case the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves shall appear capable of
paying the costs and charges of such before-mentioned prosecution, the
said justices and vestry, are hereby empowered to commencea suit or
suits against such owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, and recover all
costs and charges out of purse by them laid out and expended in such suit
or suits; and the keeper of the workhouse where such Slave or Slaves
shall have been first committed, is hereby directed and required, upon due
notice of the meeting of the said Special Sessions, or of the first meeting
of the council of protection of the parish where the offence was committed,
to produce such Slave or Slaves for the inspection and direction of such
Special Session and council of protection, under the penalty of one hun-
dred pounds for every neglect in not producing before such council of
protection such Slave or Slaves.
35.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if after

due notice of such meeting being conveneda sufficient number of magis-
trates and vestrymen do not attend to form a council of protection, the
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custos or senior magistrate who may preside at such meeting is hereby|
empowered and required to inflict a fine, not exceeding ten pounds, upon
any vestryman or magistrate voluntarily absenting himself, to be levied by
warrant under his hand and seal.
36.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case

any justice of the peace shall receive any complaint or probable intelli.

gence from any Slave or otherwise, that any Slave or Slaves is or are so mu-
tilated or cruelly punished, or is or are confined without sufficient support,
it shall and may be lawful for such justice of the peace, and he is hereb
empowered and required forthwith to issue his warrant to any constable,
ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where such Slave or
Slaves are confined, and such Slave or Slaves to release and bring before
such justice, who, on view or proof of the fact, is hereby authorized to
send such Slave or Slaves to the workhouse for protection, there to be kept,

but not worked, until inquiry shall be made into the fact accordingto law,
37.—And in order to restrain arbitrary punishments: Beit further enacted

by the authority aforesaid, that no Slave on any plantation or settlement,
or in any of the workhouses or gaols in this island, shall receive more than ten
lashes at one time, and for one offence, unless the owner, attorney, guardian,
executor, or administrator, or overseer, of such plantation or settlement
having such Slave in his care, or keeper of such workhouse, or keeper of
such gaol shall be present; and that no such owner, attorney, guardian,
executor, administrator or overseer, workhouse keeper or gaol keeper shall,
on any account, punish a Slave with more than thirty-nine lashes at. one
time and for one offence, nor inflict, or suffer to be inflicted such last men.
tioned punishment nor any other number of lashes on the same day, nor
until the delinquent has recovered from the effects of any former punish-
ment, under a penalty not less than ten pounds, nor more than twenty
pounds for every offence, to be recovered against the person directing or
permitting such punishment in asummary manner, upon conviction before
any three magistrates by warrant of distress and sale, and in default of
payment, the said magistrates are hereby required and empowered to com.
mit such offender to the common gaol for any space of time, not exceed.
ing ten days, besides being subject to be prosecuted by indictment in the
Supreme or Assize Courts or Courts of Quarter Sessions of this island, as
for an offence against this Act.
38.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person

or persons shall, after the commencement of this Act, commit or send any
Slave or Slaves belonging to him, her, or them, to any workhouse in this
island for any offence whatsoever,for a longer space of time than ten days,
without a commitment or warrant to be signed by a justice of the peace,
nor shall give nor direct or cause to be given to any Slave in such work-
house, more than twenty lashes without a warrant from a justice of the
peace undera penalty of five pounds for each and every such offence ; and if
any person shall further punish or cause to be punished, any such Slave
or Slaves for the same offence for which ke, she, or they had suffered
such punishment as aforesaid, (or such punishment as a justice of the
peace shall have directed) either by re-committing such Slave or Slaves to
the same workhouse, or committing or sending him, her, orthem to any other
workhouse or otherwise howsoever, such person shall suffer such punish-
ment by fine, not exceeding ten pounds: And if any workhouse keeper
shall.give, or cause to be given, any number of lashes contrary to the
true intent and meaning of this clause, such workhouse keeper shall suffer
punishment by fine, not exceeding ten pounds: and the several penalties
and fines under this clause are to be recovered before any three justices
of the peace, who may commit the person so offending to gaol until such
penalties or fines are paid, or may issue their warrant for the levying and
sale of the same, of the goods and chattels of the offender.
39.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case

any justice or justices of the peace shall receive any complaint or probable
intelligence from any Slave or otherwise, that any Slave or Slaves has or have
been improperly punished contrary to the true intent and meaning of this
Act, it shall and may be lawful to and for such magistrate to associate two
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other of the magistrates of the said, parish with him, and to inquire in a
summary manner into such complaint; and if upon inquiry, it shall be
found that the said complaint is true,it shall be the duty of the said ma-
istrates, and they are hereby required to proceed against the offender

according to law; but if it shall appear that such complaints was ground-
less, the said magistrates shall punish the complainant and the person
giving information thereof, in such manner as to them may seem proper.
40.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no such

person shall on any pretence whatsoever, punish any Negro or other Slave,
whether his own property or otherwise, by fixing or causing to be fixed,
an iron or other collar round the neck of such Slave, or by loading the
body or limbs of such Slave for any offence whatsoever with chains or
weights of any kind, other than a light collar without hooks, to indicate that

such Slave is an incorrigible runaway, or one accustomed to commit depre-

dations on the grounds of the other Negroes, and which collar shall only
be put on by the directions of a magistrate, on complaint being made,
under a penalty of not less than five pounds nor exceeding fifty pounds,
to be recovered in asummary manner )efore two or more justices of the
peace of the parish or precinct where the offence shall be committed ; and
all and every the justices of the peace within this island are hereby
authorized, directed, and required, under the penalty of one hundred
pounds on information and view of such offence, to order such collar,
chains, irons, or weights to be immediately taken off from the Slave or
Slaves wearing or bearing the same.
41.—And be it further enacted, that no Slave (such only excepted as are

going with firewood, grass, fruit, provisions, or small stock, and other goods
which they may lawfully sell, to market, and returning therefrom) shall, from
and after the commencement of this Act, be suffered or permitted to go out
of his or her master’s or owner's plantation or settlement, or to travel from
one town or place to another, unless such Slave shall have a ticket from his
master, owner, employer, or overseer, cxpressing particularly the time of
such Slave’s setting out, and where he or she is going, and the time
limited for his or her return, under a penalty not exceeding forty shillings
for every Slave so offending, to be recovered from the master, owner,
employer, or overseer in a summary manner before any one justice of the
peace by warrant of distress, complaint being made to him on oath, unless
the master, owner, employer, or overseer of such Slave shall prove upon
oath before any justice of the peace of the parish or precinct where such
master, owner, employer, or overseer, may or shall live or happen to be,
that he did give the said Slave such ticket as aforesaid, or that such Slave
went away without his consent, in which case the justice to order punish-
ment; and if such justice shall neglect or refuse his duty, either in causing,
the penalty to be forthwith levied on complaint being made to him as
aforesaid, on the owner, overseer, or any other person who shall suffer a
Slave, being under his or their direction, to go without a ticket as afore-
said, every justice so offending shall forfeit the sum of five pounds, any
law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.
42.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no ticket

shall-be granted to any Slave or Slaves, for any time excceding one calendar
month,
43.—And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and safety of this

island to suffer Slaves to continue as runaways, and it is absolute]
necessary to declare and make known to the public what Slaves shall be
deemed such: Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and
after the commencement of this Act, any Slave or Slaves, who shall be
absent from his owner or employer without leave, for the space of five
days, or who shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the house,
plantation, or other settlement to which such Slave or Slaves shall belong,
without a ticket or other permit to pass except as hereinbefore excepted,
in going to and returning from market, shall be decmed a runaway.
44.—And be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Slave shall run away from his or her owner, or lawful possessor, and
Continue absent for a term exceeding six months, such Slave being con-
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victed thereof, shall be sentenced to be confined to hard labour for such.
time as the court shall determine, or be transported for life, according to.
the magnitude of the offence.
45.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Slave shall run away from his or her lawful owner or possessor asaforesaid,
and continue absent for any time not exceeding six months, such Slave
shall be liable to be tried before two justices, and upon conviction thereof
shall, for the first offence, suffer such punishment by flogging or confine.
ment to hard labour, not exceeding three months, as the said two justices
shall think proper to direct; but if the said Slave hath frequently run
away, and is by his or her owner or possessor, declared to be an incor.
rigible runaway, he or she shall be tried as if he or she had been run
away from his or her said owner or possessor, and continued absent for a
term exceeding six months, and such Slave being convicted thercof, shall
be sentenced to be confined to hard labour, or be transported for life, ag
the court shall direct,
46.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

Slave or Slaves who shall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway Slave
or Slaves, or shall furnish a ticket or letter to such runaway Slave or
Slaves, for the purpose of enabling them to escape detection, shall be liableto be tried for the same at the Quarter Sessions or Special Slave Court,
hereinafter appointed, and on convicion shall suffer such punishment as
the court shall think proper to direct, not extending to life. ;
47,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if a whito

person, or person of free condition, shall wilfully and knowingly employ,
harbour, or conceal any runaway Slave, he, she, or they, shall be liable to
be indicted in the Court of Quarter Sessions of the parish or precinct
where such offence has been committed, and on conviction shall suffer such
punishment by fine not exceeding fifty pounds, or by imprisonment not
exceeding three months, as the court shall think proper to inflict, and also
the further sum of three shillings and four pence per day for every day such
Slave or Slaves may have been so runaway, to be paid to the owner or
possessor of such Slave, to be recovered in the same manner, and by the
same remedy as the fine: Provided nevertheless, that nothing in this clause
shall prevent the injured party from prosecuting under the Actcommonly
called the Inveigling Act, if it shall be deemed proper.
48.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful for any justice of the peace, and he is hereby authorized
and required upon complaint made to him on oath, that any Slave or. Slaves
are runaway, or on suspicion or probable intelligence of the same, and that
he, she, or they have absconded. themselves from the service of their owners
or employers, to grant a warrant to search for and apprehend all such run-
away Slaves, as also such Slaves as the complainant shall have just cause
to suspect to be guilty of wilfully entertaining, harbouring, or concealing
such runaway Slaves ; and it shall and may be lawful for any person or per-
sons so authorized by warrant as aforesaid, to enter any Negro house or
houses or other place occupied by any Slave or Slaves, having first given
notice to the master, owner, manager, or overseer on the plantation, to
which such house or houses, or other places as aforesaid, belong, or pro-
prietor, or occupier of any house; and after such warrant obtained, and
notice given as aforesaid, to break open the door or doors of suchNegro
houses or rooms, into which admittance shall be refused, provided such
warrant be executed by a lawful constable, or some white person or free
person, specially sworn as a constable for the purpose.
49.—And whereas the more effectually to conceal runaway Slaves, or to

prevent their being apprehended, tickets are given by ill-disposed persons
of free condition: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
any white person, or person of free condition, granting or givinga letter or
ticket to enable any Slave to absent himself or herself from his or her owner
or possessor, shall be liable to be tried for the said offence, before the
Supreme Court of Judicature, or in either of the Courts of the Assize, or
Courts of Quarter Sessions in this island, where the offence shall be come
mitted, and on conviction, shall suffer such punishment by fine or imprison-
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ment, or both, as the court in their discretion shall think proper to inflict,
not extending to life.
50,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave

or other person or persons whatsoever, who shall apprehend any runaway
Slave or Slaves, shall, for every one so apprchended, be entitled to receive
{rom the owner, employer, overseer, or manager of such Slave or Slaves, the
sum of ten shillings and no more, besides mile money, at the rate of one
shilling per mile for the first five miles, and sixpence per mile for every
mile afterwards: Provided nevertheless, that nothing in this Act contained,
shall be construcd to extend to an allowance of the said sum of ten shillings
and mile money, in addition to the sum allowed to Maroon Negroes for
apprehending runaways; and provided also, that it is not hereby intended
to deprive the said Maroons of their legal and established reward of forty
shillings for each Negro.
51.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the per-

son or persons so apprehending such runaway Slave or Slaves, shall convey
him, her, or them, to their respective owner, employer, or manager, or to a
justice of the peace, who shall or may commit him, her, or them, to the
nearest workhouse, and the workhouse keeper is hercby required and or-
dered to receive such Slave or Slaves into custody, and to pay the party
delivering such Slave or Slaves, the said sum of ten shillings and mile
money as aforesaid, and no more, for each Slave so delivered, under the
penalty of five pounds.
52,—And to the end that the owners or proprietors of runaway Slaves may

have a due knowledge where such Slaves are confined, after their being
apprehended and sent to any workhouse in this island, in order that such
owners or proprictors may apply for such Slaves: Be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that from and after the commencement of this Act,
all and every the workhouse keepers in any of the parishes of this island;
shall, and they are hereby obliged, once in every week, to advertise in the
Gazette of Saint Jago de la Vega, the Royal Gazette, and the Cornwall
Chronicle, the height, names, marks, and sex, and also the country where
the same can be ascertained, of each and every runaway Slave then in cus-
tody, together with the time of their being sent into custody, and the name
or names of the owner or owners thereof, if known, and that upon oath,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every Slave so neglected by him to be
advertised, and for the expense of such advertisement, they the said work-
house keepers shall and niay, and they are hereby authorized to charge the
owner or proprietor of such runaway Slaves so advertised, at and after the
rate of three shillings and fourpence per month for each paper, and no more,
which said sum of three shillings and fourpence pcr month for each paper,
so to be paid to the printers of the several papers respectively, the amount
of whose accounts, after being properly authenticated uponoath, shall be
paid annually by the treasurers for the time being of the several workhouses
in this island, and that it shall and may be lawful for the workhouse keeper
to dctain and keep in custody such runaway Slave or Slaves until the owner
or owners thereof, or some person on thcir behalf properly authorized, shall
pay unto such workhouse keeper what shall have been paid to the person or
persons who apprehended and brought such Slave or Slaves into custody,
with two shillings and sixpence in the pound for laying out the money, the
cost of advertising at and after the rate above mentioned, and sixpence for
twenty-four hours such Slave or Slaves shall have becn in custody for
maintenance, and twopence per day for medical care and extraordinary
nourishment where necessary, the expense of clothing when supplied, and
also the charges of advertising above directed, and no other fees whatever ;
and that the workhouse keeper and no other person, shall attest upon oath,
that the charges in the account for mile money, and the reward for apprehend-
ing such Slave, were actually paid to the person who brought such runaway,
and that the whole of the charges in the said account are strictly conforma-
ble to lav: Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that the owner or
owners ofany Slave to be committed by the judgment of any court, or by
order of any magistrates, to any workhouse by way of punishment, shall not
be answerable for or compelled to pay the workhouse fees for the time such
Slave shall be so committed and confined.
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53.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
keeperof every workhouse or gaol in this island, shall, under the penalty
of ten pounds for every neglect, provide and give to every Slave confined
in such workhouse or gaol,a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome pro.
visions daily, that is to say, not lessthan one quartof unground Guinea or
Indian corn, orthree pints of the flour or meal of cither, or three pints of
wheat flour, or eight full grown plantains, or eight pounds of cocoes or yams,
and also one herring or shad, or other salted provisions equal thereto ; and
shall also, under the like penalty, provide and supply every such Slave
confined as aforesaid, with good and sufficient clothing where necessary,

54.—Provided always, and it is hereby enacted by the authority afore.
said, that in case any Negro or other person scnt in and detained in an
workhouse as a runaway Slave, shall allege himself or herself to be free,
it shall be the duty of the custos or senior justice of the parish or precinct
wherein such workhouse is situated, to convene, as soon as convenicntl
may be, a Special Sessions, consisting of not less than three justices of the
peace of such parish or precinct, and of whichSpecial Sessions, and of the
time and place of holding the same, due notice shall be given in the
several county newspapers of this island, and which Special Sessions
being so convened, shall carefully and attentively investigate, inquire into,
and examine the truth of such allegation ; and if it shall appear to such
Special Sessions that such person so detained as a runaway Slave is free,
such person shall be forthwith discharged ; and in case it shall appear to
such Special Sessions that such person is a Slave, he or she shall be
forthwith remanded to the workhouse whereto he or she had been sent:
Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that the decision of such
Special Sessions shall be without prejudice to the prosecution of the right
or title of any person to such runaway, or to the prosecution by such person
detained as a runaway of his or her right or title to his or her freedom.
55,—And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

no Slave or Slaves so detained as a runaway Slave or Slaves shall be sold
by any workhouse keeper until such Special Sessions has been convened
and held, and such investigation, inquiry, and examination had, and
the same being certified by the justices attending such Special Sessions
under their hands and seals; and the sale of any such runaway Slave or
Slaves made without such certificate being obtained, shall be, and the same
is hereby enacted and declared to be, null and void to all intents and pur-
poses, and no right, title, or interest whatsoever shall pass thereunder to
any purchaser whomsoever, anything in this Act, or in an Act of the Licu-
tenant, Governor, Council,and Assembly of this island, made and_ passed
in the thirty-second year of his late Majesty’s reign, entitled “An Act
for establishing public Workhouses in the several Parishes in this Island;”
or any other Act, law, usage, or custom to the contrary in anywise not-
withstanding.
56.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and

after the commencement of this Act, every workhouse keeper in this
island, who shall have any action in replevin, homine replegiando, or
ejectment, brought against him for any Negro or other Slave or Slaves in
his custody,shall, under a penalty for every offence not less than five
pounds, nor exceeding fifty pounds, as shall be inflicted by the judges
of his Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature or Courts of Assize in this
island,.immediately after he receives such replevin, homine replegiando,
or ejectment, give notice in the several country newspapers of such action,
and at whose suit it is brought, and the name or names of such Negro or
other Slave or Slaves, together with his, her, or their mark or marks, and
the best information he can get concerning the real owner of such Slave
or Slaves, and shall continue such notice for four weeks before the trial
shall be had upon such replevin, homine replegiando, or ejectment. ot
‘such Slave or Slaves to be taken out of the custody of such workhv4se
keeper ; the costs of which, and all other expenses incurred, shall be paid.
to such workhouse keeper by the person who shall receive such Slave or
Slaves; and if any person or persons shall give notice to such workhouse
keeper of his, her, or théir intention to take the defence of any action so
brought, such workhouse keeper shall detain in his custody the Slave or
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Slaves, for or by whom such action shall be brought, until the trial of such
action, or order of the court thereon, under the penalty of one hundred
pounds, unless the security offered in cases of homine replegtando, shall

justify before a judgeof the Grand Court or Courtsof Assize, In such sum

as such judge shall think proper; notice of such justification, and the
time and place thereof, and the judge before whom the same is to be
taken, being given to the pcrson intending to take the defence of such

ion.
17 And whereas several Slaves have found means to run away from
their owners and depart from this island, to the great damage of such

owners, in evil example to other Slaves, who may be thereby induced to
attempt or conspire to do the same ; and whereas there is reason to sus-
pect that such Slaves have been aided and assisted in such escape and
departure by other persons, and there is not any adequate punishment
provided by law for such running away or departure, or attempting or.
conspiring to run away and depart from this island, or for persons aiding,
assisting, or abetting such runaways; for remedy whereof, Be it enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the commencement of this
Act, if any Slave shall run away from his, her, or their owner or owners,
employer or employers, and go off, or conspire or attempt to go off this
island, in any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel, or craft whatever, or be
aiding, or abetting, or assisting, to any other Slave or Slaves in such going
off this island, he, she, or they, so running away and going off, or conspir-
ing or attempting to go off, or so aiding, assisting, or abetting in such
going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer such punishment as the
court shall think proper to direct, not extending to life.
58.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

white person or person of free condition, shall knowingly be aiding, assist-
ing, or abetting any Slave or Slaves in going off this island, he, she, or
they being convicted thereof, by bill, plaint, or information, in the Supreme
Court of Judicature, or either of the Courts of Assize of this island, shall
forfeit the sum of three hundred pounds for each Slave, one moiety whereof
shall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and successors, for and
towards the support of the government of this island, and the contingent
charges thereof; and the other moiety to the party or parties at whose suit
or complaint such person was convicted, and shall also suffer imprisonment
at the discretion of the said court, for any space of time not exceeding
twelve months, without bail or mainprise.
59.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding,
assisting, or abetting any Slave or Slaves in going off this island, whether
the principal or principals be convicted or not, anything in this or any
other Act, law, custom, or usage to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.
60.—And be it ‘further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no

Negro or other Slave shall be allowed to travel the public roads with dogs
or cutlasses or other offensive weapons, without a ticket from his owner, or
to hunt any cattle, horses, mares, mules, or asses in any part of this island
with lances, guns, cutlasses, or other instruments of death, unless in the
company of his or their master, overseer, or some other white person, by
him or them deputed, or by permission in writing; and if any Negro or
other Slave shall offend contrary to the true intent and meaning of this
Act, he, she, or they, being thereof convicted before three justices, shall
suffer such punishment as they shall think proper to inflict, not extending
to life or transportation for life.
61.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

master, owner, guardian, possessor or attorney, overseer or book-keeper of
any plantation or settlement, shall hereafter suffer any strange Slaves to
assemble together and beat their drums, and blow their horns or shells,
upon any plantation, penn, or settlement, or in any yard or place under
his, her, or their care or management, or shall not endeavour to disperse
or prevent the same, by immediatcly giving notice thereof to the next
Magistrate or commissioned officer, that a proper force may be sent to
disperse the said Slaves, every such master, owner, guardian, possessor or
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attorney, overseer or book-kceper, shall for every such offence, upon con.
viction thereof upon an indictment in the Supreme Court of Judicature,
or Courts of Assize or Quarter Sessions of the parish wherein such offence
shall be committed, pay a fine of fifty pounds to his Majesty, his heirs and
successors, for and towards the support of the government of this island
and the contingent charges thereof: Provided nevertheless, that informa.
tion of such offence shall be made upon oath, before any of his Majesty’s
justices of the peace, within the space of fourteen days after the commission
of the offence.
62.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all

officers, civil and military, shall be, and are hereby empowered and
required to enter into any plantation, settlement, or other place, to dis.
perse all such unlawful assemblies, and to suppress and prevent all
unlawful drummings and other noise as before mentioned, any law, custom,
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding, according to the nature, degree,
or circumstances of the case.
63.—And whereas it has been found by experience, that rebellions often

have been concerted at Negro dances, and nightly meetings of Slaves,
and as it has been found also, that those meetings tend much to injure the
health of the Negroes: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that if any owner, or proprietor, overseer, or in his absence, any book.

keeper, or other person, having the care and management of any plantation
or settlement, shall suffer any Slaves to assemble together, or beat their
drums, or blow their horns or shells, every such owner, or proprietor,
overseer, book-keeper, or other person so offending, shall for every such
offence, upon conviction thereof upon an indictment in the Supreme Court
of Judicature, or before the justices of Assize or Court of Quarter Sessions
wherein such offence shall be committed, suffer imprisonment without bail
or mainprize for any term not exceeding six calendar months, provided
information is made upon oath as aforesaid, before one of his Majesty's
justices of the peace, within fourteen days after the commission of such
offence; but nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent any
master, owner, or proprietor of any plantation or settlement, or the overseer
thereof, from granting liberty to the Slaves of such plantation or settlement
only, for assembling together upon such plantation or settlement, and
playing and diverting themselves in any innocent amusements, so as they
do not make use of military drums, horns, or shells, but that they shall
and may grant such liberty, when and as often as they please, anything in
this or any other Act to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided that such
amusements are put an end to by twelve of the clock at night.
64.—And in order to prevent riots and nightly meetings among Negro

and other Slaves, to the disturbance of the public peace, and endangering
their healths: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
Negro burials shall in future take place in the day-time, so that the same
may be ended before sunset; and if any master, owner, or possessor of
Slaves, his or her overseer or chief manager, shall knowingly suffer or
permit the burial of any Slave otherwise than as before directed, he shall
forfeit the sum of fifty pounds; and if any burials shall take place in any of
the towns of this island, or in savannas, commons, or other places, not in
charge of an overseer, after sunset, every person of free condition, in whose
house, yard, or premises, any Slaves shall be permitted to assemble for
attending such burial, shall forfeit a sum not less than five pounds nor
exceeding fifty pounds, and the Negro or other Slaves who shall meet for
the purpose of attending such burial, or be found thereat, shall, upon
conviction before three or more magistrates, suffer such punishment as the
said magistrates shall direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes.
65.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

white or free person shall hereafter suffer any unlawful assembly of Slaves
at his or her house, or settlement, every such free person shall, upon due
conviction thereof before any Court of Quarter Sessions, suffer punishment
by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or imprisonment not exceeding
six months: Provided neverthcless, that information thereof shall be given
on oath within fourteen days of such unlawful meeting.
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66.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
white or free person or persons, or any Slave or Slaves, shall knowingly
suffer any person to game with any Slave or Slaves, in any house or
outhouse in his charge, or shall be found gaming with any Slave or Slaves,
such person and persons shall and may be apprehended and taken before
any three justices of the peace in the parish in which such person or
persons shall be apprehended, who are hereby authorized and empowered
to inflict on such person or persons if a Slave or Slaves, such corporeal
punishment by whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, as such justices
shall, upon conviction thereof, think proper to order and direct, and if a
white or free person, shall and may commit such white or frec person to
the nearest common gaol for any period of time not exceeding six days.
67.—And whereas it may happen that Slaves directed to be manumized

by will, may find it difficult to establish their freedom, by reasons of the
person or persons acting under such will, refusing to enter into the secu-
rity required by law on the manumission of Slaves: Be it enacted by the
authority. aforesaid, that from and after the commencement of this Act,
whenever any person shall, by will in writing, expressly manumize, or
direct to be manumized, any Slave or Slaves belonging to him or her, the
usual bond required by law in cases of manumission, shall not be neces-
sary, but the estate of the person so manumizing any Slave or Slaves, or
directing any Slave or Slaves to be manumized, shall be, and the same is
hereby declared to be, liable to the payment of the annual sum, required
by law to be paid to any Slave manumized, and the freedom of such Slave
so manumized or directed to be manumized by will, shall be at once
established: Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained, shall
extend or be construed to extend to exempt such Slaves so manumized,
from any debt or demand against the estate of the testator, to which such
Slave or Slaves should be otherwise liable.
68,—And provided always, and it is hereby enacted, that any will in

writing which by law would be deemed valid, and sufficient for disposing of
goods and chattels, or other personal estate, shall be, and the same is
hereby declared to be valid, and sufficient for manumizing, or directing
to be manumized, any Slave or Slaves, anything in a certain statute,
made and passed in the twenty-ninth year of the reign of his Majesty
King Charles the Second, commonly called the Statute of Frauds and
Perjuries, or in a certain Act of the Governor, Council, and Assembly in
this island, made and passed in the sixteenth year of his late Majesty’s
reign, entitled “ An Act to regulate the Devises of Negro, Mulatto, and
other Slaves in Wills,” or any act, law, usage, or custom to the contrary,
in anywise notwithstanding.
69.—Whereas it sometimes happens, that persons in possession of

Slaves, by reason of their having only an interest for life, or other
limited freehold estate in such Slaves, or by limitations, trusts, or other
legal impediments, are prevented from giving an effectual manumission to
such Slaves, although desirous so to do, and it is proper that owners
should possess in all cases the power of rewarding fidelity and good con-
duct in their Slaves by manumission, where the same can be effected with-
outprejudice to the rights of other persons: Be it therefore enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that any person or persons having legal or equit-
able estate for life, or for other freehold interest in, and being in the
actual possession of any Slave, and who shall be desirous, or consenting
that such Slave should be made free, shall be entitled to make an applica-
tion to the custos or senior magistrate of the parish where such Slave shall
reside ; and in case such custos or senior magistrate shall be related to the
party applying, or interested in the matter, then to some other magistrate,
and shall deliver a written statement verified upon the oath of the appli-
cant or applicants, or in case of absence of his, her, or their attorney, duly
constituted; which oath the said custos or senior or other magistrate is
hereby authorized to administer, stating the nature and extent of the in-
terest of such person or persons, and the different rights, claims, and limi-
tations to which such Slave is subject, and the impediments which prevent
such Slave being manumitted in the ordinary manner; and such custos or
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senior, or other magistrate, shall associate to himself two other magistrates

disinterested in the matter, and shall inquire into the merits of the appli-
cation ; and if such application shall appear to the said magistrates, or any
two of them, to be well founded, three indifferent persons shall be ap.
pointed as valuators, one of whom to be named by the party or parties ap-
plying, and another by the person or persons entitled in remainder or
otherwise interested, or if a minor by his or her guardian, and appearing
personally, or by his, her or their attorney or attornies lawfullyconstituted,
before the said magistrates, and the third to be nominated by the said
magistrates; and in case no other person or persons shall appear before
the said magistrates, having an interest in the said Slave, then two of the
said valuators shall be appointed by the said magistrates, and such three
persons shall inquire into the value of the Slave so intended to be manu-
mized, and shall make their report in writing under their signatures, to the
said three magistrates: Provided always, that if the person having such
vested estate or interest as aforesaid, or such estate in remainder, shall be
covert, the consent of such femme covert to such manumission, and her
authority to any person or persons to appoint a valuator, givenin the same
manner as by the laws of this island is required, in the execution of deeds
-by femme covert, and recorded in the office of secretary of this island, shall
be sufficient to authorize the magistrate to give such authority and order
as hereinafter mentioned, and when such femme covert is absent from this
island, to dispense with her appearance before them: Provided, that be-
fore such custos, or senior, or other magistrate, shall entertain such applica-
tion, it shall be made to appear to him, that notice has beengiven in the
three county newspapers, for three weeks successively, of the intention to
make such application, stating the name or names of the person or persons
applying, the name or names of the Slave, the place or places where such
Slave has been resident for the last twelve months, and the time when
such application is intended to be made.
70.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when

such valuation shall be reported and appoved of, the said custos, or senior,
or other magistrate, and his associates shall, and they are hereby required
to give an authorityto the receiver general to receive the amount of the
valuation, and to place the sum, when paid, to the credit of the person or
persons interested in the said Slave, and the said amount shall bear an in-
terest of six per cent, payable out of the public funds, so long as the same
shall remain in the hands of the receiver general,
71.—And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

receiver general shall give to the party or parties paying in the amount of
the valuation, a certificate under his hand, that the same has been paid to
him; and upon the production of such certificate of the receiver general
to the said custos or senior, or other magistrate and his associates, they
are hereby authorized and required again to meet, and give an order for
the manumission of the said Slave in manner following:

** Whereas A. B., of did, on the
day of last past, appear before us, and did makeastate-
ment upon oath, that he was tenant for life, (or as the case may be,) and
in the actual possession of a certain Slave named ,
and that he was desirous that the said Slave should be made free, but that
he was prevented from so doing by reason of legal impediments: And
whereas the said Slave named , hath been valued by
three indifferent persons, at the sum of pounds, and a
certificate of the receiver-general hath been produced to us, that the
amount of such valuation hath been paid into his office. We do, therefore,
in pursuance of an Act of the Governor, Council, and Assembly, declare
the said Slave to be free. In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our
hands and seals this day of °
72,—And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said

order of manumission, together with the valuation and the receiver gene-
ral’s certificate annexed thereto, shall be entered in the office of the secre-
tary of this island, and be recorded ina separate book for manumissions, and
shail not be delivezed out except under an order of the Court of Chancery
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or Supreme Court, but shall be kept in the said office as original documents,
and a certified copy of the same shall be received as evidence in all courts,

and be of the same force as the originals.
73,-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

amount of the valuation or the interest thereof shall be paid by the receiver
general, under an order of the Court of Chancery or of the Supreme Court,

to be made upon the application of the person or persons interested in the
money, and such moncy shall be considered as of the same nature whether

real or personal cstate, as the Slave would have been, if proceedings under

this Act had not taken place, and the said money shall be liable to the
same desccnt, limitations, trusts, debts and encumbrances,as the Slave was

subject to; and it shall be in the power of the said courts or either of them,
to direct the principal or the interest thereof to be paid by the recciver
eneral, according to the rights of the different owners or their creditors.
74,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case

any Slave manumized in pursuance of this Act, shall have belonged at the
time of his or her manumission to a tenant for life, or a tenant for life shall
have become entitled to the interest of the money, and such Slave after be-
ing so manumized, if a male, shall die in the lifetime of the tenant for life,
or being a female Slave, shall die in the lifetime of the tenant for life,
without leaving her surviving any child or children born after the date
of the manumission, or such child or children shall after her death, dic

in the lifetime of the tenant for life, then and in every such case, the per-
son or persons in remainder, shall not be considered to be entitled to the
principal or interest of the said money, but the same shall be decmed the
property of the tenant for life, as against all persons to take In succession
without prejudice to the creditors of the person who limited the said Slave
in settlement, or the creditors of the tenant for life.
75.—And whereas it may somctimes happen that the persons desirous of

effecting such manumission as aforesaid, may wish to invest the considera-
tion of such manumission in the purchase of other Slaves, instead of placing
the same in the hand of the receiver general, or may be prevented from
carrying their intentions into effect, without incurring considerable expense
by reason of the estate to which the Slave or Slaves so intended to be
manumized may belong, being in the handsof a receiver appointed by the
‘Court of Chancery: Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all such
cases it shall and may be lawful for the person or persons so desirous of
effecting such manumission as aforesaid, under and subject to the same re-
gulations as are hereinbefore prescribed, relative to persons having only a
limited interest, to invest. the consideration which he, she, or they, shall
have received, in the purchase of other Slave or Slaves to be held by him,
her, or them, subject to the same descent, limitations, trusts, orders, debts,
and encumbrances to which the Slave or Slaves so manumized shall have
been subject.
76.—And whereas it is now required by law in all cases of manumission

by deed, that a bond should be given to the churchwardens of the parish,
for payment of an annuity of five pounds for the maintenance of any Slave
intended to be manumized, and such bond is in may cascs unnecessary:
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not be neces-
sary to give such bond to the churchwardens, provided that in licu thereof
the Slave intended to be manumizcd, shall be produced to the magistrates
and vestry of the parish where such Slave shall reside, or it shall be other-
wise shewn to their satisfaction, that the manumission is not given for the
purpose of relieving the owner from the obligation of maintaining an aged
or infirm Slave, a certificate whereof shall be given by the clerk of the ves-
try, and shall be annexed to and entered in the sccretary’s office with the
deed of manumission.
77.—And whereas it is expedient to prevent Slaves from being purchased

by persons for the purposes of re-sale, and to prevent such re-sale: Be it en-
acted, that from and after the commencement of this Act, if any person or
persons shall be found travelling about from place to place, exposing or
offering for sale any Negro, Mulatto, or other Slave or Slaves, it shall and
may be lawful for any person whomsoever, to seize and detain any such
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person or persons, and the Slave and Slaves under his or their charge, and
to carry such person or persons, and Slave or Slaves, before any one of his
Majesty's justices of the peace of the parish where such offence shall be
committed ; which said justice, is hereby authorized and required to call to
his assistance two other justices of the said parish, and which three justices
being so associated, shall on due proof on oath, that the party or parties
brought before them, had been found exposing or offering a Slave or Slaves
to sale contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, cause the said
Slave or Slaves so offered for sale to be publicly sold, by warrant under the
hands and seals of the said three justices, one moiety of the monies arising
from the sale thereof, after deducting the expenses of the said sale, to be
paid into the hands of the churchwardens of the said parish where the
offence shall be committed, for the use of the poor of the said parish, and
the other moiety to the use of the person or persons who shall bring the
offender or offenders before the said justices.
78.—And it is hereby enacted and declared, that the oath of the person

or persons bringing such offender or offenders before the said justices, shall
be received and taken, and shall be considered good evidence against such
offender or offenders.
79.—And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, that ifany sale

or sales of Slaves shall be so made as aforesaid, the same shall be and are
hereby declared to be nulland void, and that no title shall accruc tu the pur.
chaser or purchasers thereof, and any Slave or Slaves so sold, shall become
forfeited; and any justice of the peace, on receiving information on oath,
of any such sale or sales, shall issue his warrant to take up such Slave or
Slaves ; and if it shall appear to his satisfaction, that such Slave or Slaves
has or have been so sold, he shall declare the same to be forfeited, and pro-
cced to sell the said Slave or Slaves, and apply the money arising from such
sale in manner hereinbefore mentioned.
80.—And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no writ

of certiorart or other process shall issue or be issuable to remove any
proceedings whatsoever, had in pursuance of this Act, into the Supreme
Court of Judicature, or any other of the courts of this island.
81.—And whereas it is absolutely necessary that the Slaves in this

island should be kept in due obedience to their owners, and in due sub-
ordination to the white people in general, and as much as in the power of
the legislature, all means and opportunities of Slaves being concerned in
rebellious conspiracies, and committing other crimes to the ruin and de-
struction of the white people and others in this island, prevented, and that
proper punishment should be appointed for all crimes by them committed:
Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave or
Slaves shall, after the commencement of this Act, enter into or be con-
cerned in any rebellion or rebellious conspiracy, or commit any murder,
felony, burglary, robbery, or set fire to any houses, out-houses, Negro
houses, cane pieces, grass or corn pieces, or break into such houses, out-
houses, or Negro houses in the day-time, no person being therein, and
stealing thereout, or commit any other crime which would subject
white persons or persons of free condition to be indicted for felony,
such Slave or Slaves shall, for every such offence or offences, upon trial
and conviction thereof, in manner herinafter mentioned, suffer death,
transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to
direct, according to the nature and extent of the offence.
82,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Slave shall assault or offer any violence by striking or otherwise, to or
towards any white person or persons of free condition, such Slave, upon
due and proper proof, shall upon conviction be punished with death,
transportation, or confinement to hard labour for life or a limited time,
or such other punishment, according to the nature of the offence, as
the court shall in their discretion think proper to inflict, provided such
ussault or violence be not by command of his, her, or their owners, over-
seers, or persons intrusted with them, or in the lawful defence of their
owners, persons, or goods.
83.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
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Slave or Slaves shall hereafter be found to have in his, her, or their custody

or possession, any firc-arms, pikes, sabres, swords, cutlasses, lances, gun-

nowder, slugs, or balls, without the knowledge or consent of his or their

owncr,proprietor, or possessor, or his, her, or their overseer, such Slave

or Slaves shall be taken before three. magistrates, who shall, if they are of

opinion that the same was with evil intent, commit such Slave or Slaves to

the gaol, to be tried at the Court of Quarter Sessions or Special Slave

Court, as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction, the said Slave or

Slaves shall suffer transportation, or such other punishment as the court

shall think proper to direct, not extending to life.
84.—And in order to prevent the many mischiefs that may hereafter

arise from the wicked acts of negroes going under the appellation of

Obeah men and women, and pretending to have communication with the

devil and other evil spirits, whereby the weak and superstitious are de~

luded into a belief of their having full power to exempt them, whilst.
under their protection, from many evils which might otherwise happen:
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the

commencement of this Act, any Slave who shall pretend to any super-

natural power, in order to excite rebellion or other evil purposes, or shall

use, or pretend to use, any such practices with intent or so as to affect or

endanger the life or health of any other Slave, shall, upon conviction

thereof, suffer death or transportation, or any such punishment as ‘the

court may direct, anything in this or any other Act to the contrary in

anywise notwithstanding.
85.—And whereas it has been found that the practice of ignorant, su-

perstitious, or designing Slaves of attempting to instruct others, has been

attended with the most pernicious consequences, and even with the loss of

life: Be it enacted, that any Slave or Slaves, found guilty of preaching

or teaching as Anabaptists or otherwise, without a permission from their

owner and the Quarter Sessions for the parish in which such preaching

or teaching takes place, shall be punished in such manner as any three

magistrates may deem proper, by whipping, or imprisonment in the work-

house to hard labour.
86.—And whereas the assembly of Slaves and other persons after dark,

at places ofmeeting belonging to dissenters from the established religion and

otlier persons professing to be teachers of religion, has been found extremely

dangerous, and great facilities are thereby given to the formation of plots and

conspiracies, and the health of Slaves and other persons has been injured in

travelling to and from such places of meeting at late hours in the night: Beit

further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the commence-

ment of this Act, all such meetings between sunset and sunrise shall be

held and deemed unlawful; and any sectarian, dissenting minister, or

other person professing to be a teacher of religion, who shall, contrary to

this Act, keep open any such place of meeting between sunset and sunrise,

for the purpose aforesaid, or permit or suffer any such nightly assembly of
Slaves therein, or be present thereat, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less

than twenty pounds, or exceeding fifty pounds for each offence, to be

recovered in a summary manner before any three justices by warrant of

distress and sale, one moiety thereof to be paid to the informer, who is hereby

declared a competent witness, and the other moiety to the poor of the parish

in which such offence shall be committed, and in default of payment thereof

the said justices are hereby empowered and required to commit such of-

fender or offenders to the common gaol, for any space of time not ex-

ceeding one calendar month: Provided always that nothing herein

contained shall be deemed or taken to prevent any minister of the pres-

byterian kirk, or licensed minister, from performing divine worship at any

time before the hour of eight o’clock in the evening, at any licensed place

of worship, or to interfere with the celebration of divine worship, according

to the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish and Roman Catholic religions.

87.—And whereas under pretence of offerings and contributions, large

sums of money and other chattels have been extorted by designing men

professing to be teachers of religion, practising on the ignorance and’supers

stition of the Negroes in this island, to their great loss and impoverish-
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ment: And whereas an ample provision is already made by the public
and by private means for the religious instruction of the Slaves: Bo jt
énacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the commencement
of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any dissenting minister, religious
teacher, or other person whatsoever, to demand or recelve any moncy or

other chattel whatsoever from any Slave or Slaves within this island; foy

affording such Slave or Slaves religious instruction, by way ofoffering con.
tributions, or any other pretence whatsoever; and if any person or persons
shall, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, offend herein,
such person or persons shall, upon conviction before any three Justices,
forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds for each offence, to be recovered
in a summary manner by warrant of distress and sale, under the hands and
seals of the said justices, one moietythereof to be paid to the informer,
who is hereby declared a competent witness, and the other moicty to the
poor of the parish in which such offence shall be committed, and in default
of payment, the said justices are hereby empowered and required to com.
mit such offender or offenders to the common gaol for any space of time,
not exceeding one calendar month.
88.—And whereas a practice of nightly and other private meetings has

frequently taken place amongst the Slaves in several parts of this island,
and which have been unknown to the owner, attorney, or other person
having charge of the Slaves of the property, and as such meetings are in.
jurious to the health of the Slaves and of dangerous tendency: Be it
therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in future all such mect-
ings shall be deemed unlawful, and the persons who shall or may attend
them shall be liable to be apprehended and taken before any magistrate
of the parish wherein the offence shall be committed; and if any white
person, or person of free condition attend such meeting, and it appears to
the said magistrate on the oath of the person accusing the party, or on
the oath of any other person, that he or she is guilty, he or she shall be
committed to the gaol to be tried at the next Quarter Sessions of the parish
for the said offence, and if convicted thereof, he or she shall be sentenced
to imprisonment in the county gaol for such period of time as the justices
before whom he or she shall be convicted, think proper to direct, not ex.

ceeding three months ; and if the offender be a Slave, he or she shall be
tried at the Quarter Sessions or Special Slave Court, and if convicted
thereof, he or she shall be sentenced by the said court to hard labour for
such time as the court shall think proper to direct, or to receive such
other punishment by whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes at one
time, as the court shall order and direct.
89.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Negro or other Slave or Slaves shall mix or prepare, with an intent to give or
cause to be given, any poison, or poisonous, or noxious drug, pounded glass,
or other deleterious matter in the practice of Obeah or otherwise, although
death may not ensue on the taking thereof, the said Slave or Slaves, to-
gether with their accessaries as well before as after the fact (being Slaves),
being duly convicted thereof, shall suffer death or such other punishment
as the court shall award, anything in this or any other Act to the contrary
in anywise notwithstanding.
90.—And be it further enacted, that if there shall be found in the pos-

session of any Slave any poisonous drugs, pounded glass, or any materials
used in the practice of Obeah or witchcraft, such Slave upon conviction
shall be liable to suffer transportation from this island, or such other
punishment not extending to life, as the court shall think proper to
direct.
91.—And whereas it is necessary to prevent sccret and unlawful meet-

ings of Slaves: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
and every Slave or Slaves who shall be found at any meeting formed
either for the purpose of administering unlawful oaths by drinking human
blood mixed with rum, grave dirt or otherwise, or of learning the use of
arms, or for any other unlawful or dangerous purpose, such Slave or
Slaves shall on conviction thereof, suffer dcath or transportation for life,
or such other punishment as the court shall direct.
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99,——And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if an
white person, or person of frec condition shall be present at any such
meeting, and aiding and assisting in any of the unlawful purposes before-
mentioned, such person or persons shall upon conviction thereof in the
Supreme Court or either of the Courts of Assize of this island, be punished
with death, transportation off this island for life, or fine or imprisonment,
or both, at the discretion of the court before whom such person or per-
sons shall be tried.
93.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

person or persons having knowledge of such unlawful meetings as afore-
said, shall not forthwith give information thereof to a justice of the peace,
such person or persons shall on conviction before the Supreme or either of
the Courts of Assize or Courts of Quarter Sessions of this island, suffer
such punishment by fine or imprisonment, or both, or by public flogging,
as the court before which such person or persons shall have been so con-.

victed shall direct.
94,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Negro or other Slave shall after the commencement of this Act, steal an
horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or ass, or shall kill any

such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or ass, with intent to
steal the whole carcass of any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse,
mare, mule, or ass, or any part of the flesh thereof, such Negro or other
Slave shall on conviction thereof suffer death, transportation, or such other
punishment as the court shall in its discretion inflict.
95.—And whereas great numbers of horned cattle, sheep, goats, hogs,

horses, mares, mules, and asses, are frequently stolen and killed by Negro

and other Slaves in so secret and private a manner that it is with the
greatest difficulty they can be found out and discovered in such manner
as to convict them of such offence, although large quantities of beef, mutton,
and the flesh of other valuable animals are found upon him, her, or them ;
in order, therefore, to prevent such evils in future, and to punish the per-
petrators of such Acts agreeable to their crimes: Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that if any Negro or other Slave shall fraudulently

have in his, her, or their custody or possession, unknown to his, or her
master, owner, overseer, or other person who shall have the overlooking

or employing ofsuch Slave, any fresh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or goat, or
the flesh of horse, mare, mule, or ass in any quantity not exceeding twenty
pounds’ weight, without giving a satisfactory account in what manner he or
she became possessed thereof, such Negro or other Slave, upon conviction

thereof before any magistrate, shall be whipped in such manner as such
justice shall direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; and if there shall

be found in his, her, or their custody or possession a larger or greater
quantity than twenty pounds’ weight of fresh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or
goat, or the flesh of horse, mare, mule, or ass, and such Slave shall not
give a satisfactory account how he or she became possessed of such meat,
then such Negro or other Slave, upon conviction thereof, shall suffer such
punishment as any three justices shall think proper to inflict or direct, not
extending to life, or imprisonment for life.
96.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Negro or

other Slave shall wantonly and cruclly cut, chop, shoot at, or otherwise

maim and injure any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare, mule, or ass,
such Negro or other Slave, shall for every such offence be tried in a
summary manner before three or more justices of the peace of the parish
or precinct where the offence shall be committed, and the said justices of
the peace shall, on conviction of such Slave or Slaves, order and direct
such punishment to be inflicted as they shall think proper, not exceeding
fifty lashes, to be inflicted at one or more different times, or two months’

hard labour in the workhouse; and in all cases where, from such treatment
as above set forth, any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare, mule, or ass,
shall be killed, or shall die within ten days after the offence committed,
although the carcass, or any part of the flesh thereof may not be stolen,
such Negro or other Slave shall be tried at the Court of Quarter Sessions,
or Special Slave Court, and on conviction thereof suffer death, transporta-
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tion, or confinement to hard labour for life, or such other punishment ag
the court shall think proper.
97.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave

or Slaves shall, by wantonly or cruelly cutting, chopping, striking, or by
any other manner or way whatsoever, mutilate, disfigure, dismember, or
injure any Slave or Slaves, so as to endanger life, although death shall not
ensue, or that such Slave or Slaves shall becomea cripple, or lose any of
his or her limbs, or be deprived of the use thereof, all and every orany
such Slave or Slaves so offending, shall. for every or any such offence, be
tried at the Court of Quarter Sessions, or Special Slave Court, and upon
conviction shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such other punish.
ment as the court shall direct.
98.—And whereas the practice of Negroes to clear their grounds by

fire, is highly dangerous to the neighbouring proprietors, and frequent
instances of alarm and injury occur for want of some restraint in that
respect. For prevention of so great an evil, Be it further enacted, that if
any injury shall arise to the owner, proprietor, or possessor, of one pro-
perty by a Slave or Slaves on the adjoining property clearing ground by
fire, the Slave or Slaves who shall so clear ground by fire, by which
injury shall result to the adjoining property, shall be proceeded against,
tried, and punished, if found guilty, as and for a misdemeanour; and if
the overseer or other person then actually having charge of the property
on which such fire shall originate, shall have knowledge that any Negro
under his charge has made any such fire for clearing his or her ground, and
shall not forthwith use his best endeavours to cause the same to be ex-
tinguished, and such fire shall cause injury to the neighbouring property,
such overseer or other person shall suffer such fine as any two justices of
the peace of the parish wherein such injury shall happen shall award, not
exceeding ten pounds for one and the same offence, the complaint whereon
shall be heard, determined, and the penalty, when imposed, shall be
enforced in a summary manner before any two justices of the peace.
99.—And whereas it is necessary to declare how and in what manner

Slaves should be tried for crimes and offences: Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that from and after this Act shall commence and be in
force, all and every charge or complaint against any Slave or Slaves of
murder, rape, felony, burglary, robbery, burning or destroying houses,
out-houses, stores, Negro houses, or cane grass, or cane pieces, or breaking
into such houses, out-houses, stores, or Negro houses, in the daytime, no
person beingtherein, andstealing thereout, rebellion, rebellious conspiracies,
or any other offence whatsoever, committed by any Slave or Slaves that
shall subject such Slave or Slaves to suffer death, transportation, or con-
finement to hard labour for life, or for a term exceeding one year, shall be
heard, tried, and determined, at the Court of Quarter Sessions, or Special
Slave Court for the parish or precinct where the offence shall be com-
mitted, as part of the business of such court, and by indictment before
the grand and petit juries of such court, as indictable offences are now
conducted at such courts against white persons and persons of free con-
dition, but first disposing of such business of the court as shall concern
white persons and persons of free condition, and then proceeding with the
trial of Slaves against whom bills may be found by the grand Jury ; and
the justice before whom such charge or complaint is made shall issue out
his warrant for apprehending the offender or offenders, and all persons that
can give cvidence, who being brought before him or any other justice of
the peace, if, upon examination it appears probable that the Slave or
Slaves apprehended is or are guilty, shall commit the offender or offenders
to gaol for trial at the next Court of Quarter Sessions or Special Slave
Court, and sccure the attendance there of the witnesses by recognizance
or committal to gaol, as public justice may require ; and in all cases the
evidence of Slaves shall be admitted against Slaves before the justice, the

‘court, and the grand or petit jury; and in case of the grand jury finding a
true bill, then in any parish where the Court of Quarter Sessions is now
usually holden, such Slave or Slaves shall have the indictment or charge
distinctly read to him, her, or them, in open court, which indictment or
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charge shall be deemed valid if sufficient in substance, and shall not be
uashed for defect in form, and thereupon the plea shall be taken down

and entered, and such Slave or Slaves shall be put upon his, her, or
their trial before a petit jury, in like manner as is the practice usual
and accustomed at the Quarter Sessions on the trial of indictments against
white persons and persons of frec condition; and if a petit jury be already
formed for any preceding business of the court, it shall be lawful to pro-

ceed to try the indictment against such Slave or Slaves, upon calling over
the names of the jurors, and causing them to be sworn to try all and every

such Slave or Slaves as shall be brought before them, and a truc verdict
give according to evidence as in other cases; reserving to the crown and
to the prisoner the power of challenging any of the said jurors, upon as-
signing cause, to be approved of by the court: And provided, that no
owner or proprietor of any prisoner, or the attorney, guardian, trustee,
overseer, or book-keeper, of such owner or proprietor, or the person prose-
cuting his or her attorney, guardian, trustee, overseer, or book-keeper, shall
be allowed to sit as a juror upon the trial of such prisoner, and the place of
such juror as shall be set aside upon challenge or for the causes aforesaid,
shall be supplied by others returned upon the pannel to serve as jurors; or if
a sufficient number should not be in attendance, then such deficiency shall
be supplied by a writ of tales, to be issued by the court in which such trial
shall take place, and the same jury shall serve for every case, under the pre-
ceding regulations, at the same court, unless the court shall sce, or the jury
ofthemselves declare, that the circumstances of one trial too intimately affect
another trial, to proceed without bias, in which case a new jury shall be
called ; and if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimously
find the Slave or Slaves guilty ofthe offence with which he, she, or they stand
charged, the court shall pass sentence of death without benefit of clergy,
or transportation, or confinement to hard labour for life, or a limited time,
or whipping, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper,
according to the nature of the offence: Provided always, that no sentence
of death or transportation, pronounced upon any Slave or Slaves, shall be
carried into effect, unless by warrant under the hand and seal of the
governor, or the person exercising the functions of governor, who is here-
by authorized to issue such warrant, and before whom shall be previously
laid the charge or indictment, the evidence taken down at the trial, and
the sentence of the court, or a true copy thereof, attested by the justice
presiding at the trial, or in case of his death or absence, of one of the other
Justices constituting the court; except when sentence of death shall be
passed upon any Slave or Slaves convicted of rebellion or rebellious con-
spiracy, in which case the court shall and may proceed to pass sentence,
and carry the same into execution as heretofore, at such time and place as
public expedience may require, or if no pressing occasion arise, the court
may, if it sees fit, refer the proceedings to the governor, in the manner and
to be disposed of by him as in other cases of public convictions: Provided
always, that if it shall be necessary or expedient for the furtherance of
justice and the safety of the public, to hold any court before the stated
Court of Quarter Session, it shall be lawful to convene a Special Slave
Court, and the custos or senior magistrate of the parish or precinct, shall
issue a special writ of venire, directed to the provost marshal general or
his lawful deputy, to summon and warn forty-eight persons, such as are
usually warned and empannelied to serve on juries for the parish or pre-
cinct, personally to be and appear at such court, at the usual place for
holding the Quarter Session, at such day and time as maybe expressed in
such venire, then and there to inquire for our Sovereign Lord the King, of
and concerning all such matters and things as shall be given them in
charge, and enjoined, when and where the said persons so warned by the
provost marshal, or his lawful deputy as aforesaid, are hereby severally
required to attend, under the penalty of five pounds on each defaulter, and
when and where the said Special Slave Court shall proceed in like man-
ner in all respects, as is the usual custom and practice at a Grand Court
of Quarter Sessions of the peace, for indictable offences against persons of
free condition.
100.—And whereas this mode of trying Slaves will materially interfere
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with the facilities granted to those parishes, which are component parts of _
a precinct, wherein Special Slave Courts are now allowed: Be it enacted,
that in the parishes of St. Thomas in the Vale, and St. John (part ofthe pre-
cinct of St. Catherine), indictments against Slaves shall be preferred before
the grand jury, convencd and sworn at the Court of Quarter Sessions of
the respective precincts, and the attendance of all witnesses to support the
charge before the grand jury, shall be secured as aforesaid, and when a
true bill shall be returned against any Slave or Slaves, such trial shall be
procecded in a Special Slave Court, to be convened by the custos or senior
magistrate of such parish, to meet at the place such court is at present
held by law, and thereupon the custos, or in his absence the seniormagis-
trate of the parish where such trial is to takeplace, shall and may hold
such Special Slave Court, at the place where parochial business is usually
transacted in such ‘parish, and shall sign and issue a writ of venire to the
provost marshal, or his lawful deputy, for convening twenty-four persons of
the parish qualified to serve on juries, at the time and place appointed by
the writ of venire, to form a petit jury for the trial of Slaves against whom
bills of indictment have been found at the Quarter Sessions, such trial to
take place under the same regulations as are hereinbefore contained, as to
trials of Slaves in the Courts of Quarter Sessions, and the provost marshal,
his deputy, and all persons under recognizance, and the persons so warmed
as jurors for any breach of the duty hereby imposed, in regard to such
Special Slave Court, shall suffer the like penalties, under the like remedies
as if done in regard to the Quarter Sessions, and all proceedings of such
Special Slave Courts shall be returned into the office of the clerk of the
peace of the precinct, there to be recorded and kept as part of the records
of the said parish: Provided always, that if any Slave or Slaves shall have
been detained in custody under commitment for six calendar months, and
no indictment shall have been preferred against him, her, or them, or per-
son appearing to prosecute the complaint during that time, it shall be the
duty of the said justices of Quarter Sessions so assembled for the purpose
of holding such Court of Quarter Sessions, to discharge such Slave or
Slaves by proclamation at the expiration of six calendar months
from the time of the commitment of such Slave or Slaves: And pro-
vided always, that in any case upon an indictment against any Slave
or Slaves for murder, where malice propense shall not be proved to
the satisfaction of the jurors, such juror shall be, and they are hereb
declared to be, at liberty to return a verdict of manslaughter, if they shall
think the nature of the case shall require it, and the person or persons
so found guilty of manslaughter, shall suffer such punishment as the court
shall think fit to inflict, not extending to life.
101.—And whereas the ends of justice are sometimes defeated by the

incapacity or gross neglect of their duties by the clerks of the peace: Beit enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if a charge in writing of any
misdemeanour, or gross neglect, or frequent neglect committed by a clerk
of the peace, or if his ignorance or incapacity to fill such office be exhibited
against him to the Quarter Sessions, a majority of the justices on open
examination, and proof thereof there, may discharge him from the office,
or suspend him for such space of time as the justices shall think proper,
and in default of appointment of another sufficient person, resident in the
parish, by the custos rotulorum, to the office of such clerk of the peace
before the next Quarter Sessions, the justices at the said or any subsequent
court, may appoint to the office.
102.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

custos, magistrates, and vestry in every parish of this island, are hereby
empowered and required to employ a person who has been regularly ad-
mitted as a barrister or attorney at law in the courts of this island, to
attend the trials of all Slaves for capital offences in the Quarter Sessions
or Special Slave Courts, and to take the defence of such Slaves, at such
rate of salary or remuneration by fees, as they may see fit, to be paid out
of the parochial funds,
103.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all wit-

nesses, whether white or of free condition, legally warned, and who do not
attend to give evidence at any trial under this Act, or show by affidavit a
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sufficient cause for his or her absence, shall be liable to a fine of ten
unds.

P°104.--And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all

‘urors serving at any of the courts herein mentioned, and every person or
ersons, whose presence may be requisite at the examinationof any Slave

or Slaves, and who shall be required by warrant or summons, under the

hand and seal of any justice of the peace, and all and every Slave and
Slaves who shall be brought as witnesses, shall be protected in their

person from all mesne or judicial process whatsoever in their going to,

attending at, and returning from such examination or trial, and that such

Slaves shall not be subject to be levied on.
105.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that a record

shall be entered up of all proceedings on the trials of Slaves, for any crime

that shall subject any Slave or Slaves to suffer death, transportation, or

confinement to hard labour, in a book to be kept for that purpose by the

clerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy, of the parish or precinct, who is

hereby obliged to attend all such trials, and to record the proceedings

within thirty days after such trial, under the penalty of twenty pounds
for each neglect, and he shall be entitled to receive from the churchwardens
of such parish the sum of five pounds, and no more, for attending each
trial, entering up the record, and all other business incidental thereto.
And further, that the deputy marshal for the said parish, or some proper
person acting under him, shall, under the penalty of fifty pounds, warn

the jurors, and attend the trials of all Slaves, and also attend at the exe-

cution of such offenders as shall be condemned to die; and that he shall

be entitled to receive from the churchwardens of the said parish, for

warming jurors and attending trials of Slaves at all courts, the sum of
five pounds for each court to be held under this Act, and the further sum

of five pounds for attending the execution of each offender as shall be con-
demned to die.
106.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case

any Slave or Slaves shall give false evidence on any trial had under this
Act, such Slave or Slaves being thereof convicted, shall suffer the same
punishment as persons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury.
107—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in

future, whenever a warrant shall be granted by one or more of his
Majesty’s justices of the peace against any Slave, if the said Slave cannot
be immediately taken on the said warrant, the owner, possessor, attorney,
guardian, or overseer of such Slave shall be served with a copy of the
said warrant, and if he, she, or they, do not carry the said Slave before a
magistrate, to be dealt with accordingto law on the said warrant; and if
it should be afterwards proved that the owner, possessor, attorney, guar-
dian, or overseer, of such Slave wilfully detained or concealed the said
Slave, he, she, or they, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds.
108.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all

trials of any Slave or Slaves under this Act, six days notice of such trial
shall be first given to the owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves,
his, her, or their lawful attorney or attornies, or other representative
ot representatives, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwith-
standing.
109.—And whereas it may sometimes happen that the owner, proprietor,

or possessor of a Slave, may reside in a different parish or precinct from
that wherein such Slave may have committed the offence for which he or
she is to be tried: Be it therefore enacted, that in such cases the clerk of
the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence is to be tried, shall
transmit the notice of such trial to the clerk of the peace of the parish or
precinct wherein the owner, proprietor, or possessor,as aforesaid, may
reside, who shall forthwith thereupon, under the penalty of twenty pounds,
deliver such notice, anda copy thereof, to one of the Jawful constables of
the said parish, to be by him, under the penalty of ten pounds, served on
such owner, proprietor, or possessor, and the said constable is hereby
required to make an affidavit.of the manner in which he may have served
the said notice, to be sworn to before any justice of the peace, and shall
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return such notice so sworn to, to the clerk of the peace from whom he.
received the same, to be by .him transmitted to the clerk of the peace of
the parish or precinct where the offence is to be tried, in due time, for
which duty the clerk of the peace of the parish where the warrant shall
be scrved, shall be paid the sum of one pound six shillings and eight
pence, and the constable the sum of onepound six shillings and eight
pence, by the acting churchwarden of the said parish.
110.—And whereas it sometimes happens that runaway Slaves are ap.

prehended in consequence of the commission of crimes, and in such cases
it is frequently impossible to ascertain the owners or other persons on
whom notices of trial ought to be served: Be it therefore enacted, that
whenever it shall so happen that the name of the owner cannot be dis.
covered, a public notice shall be given for three weeks in the three county
papers, of the name and description of the Slave, of the nature of the
offence, and of the day of trial, which shall be deemed to be sufficient
notice of such trial.
111.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all

cases where the punishment of death is inflicted, the execution shall be
performed in a public part of the parish, and with due solemnity, and it
shall be the duty of the rector or curate to prepare the criminal while under
sentence, and to attend at the place of execution, and care shall be taken
by the gaoler or deputy marshal, that the criminal is free from intoxication
at the time of his trial, and from thence to and at the time of his execution,
under the penalty of twenty pounds, and the mode of such execution shall
be hanging by the neck, and no other, and the body shall be afterwards dis.
posed of as the court shall direct.
112.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all

cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be put upon his, her, or their trial,
and receive sentence of death or transportation, or commitment to hard
labour for life, the court at the time of trying such Slave or Slaves, shall also,
inquire of the jury, upon, their oaths, what sum or sums of money the owner,
proprietor, or possessor of the said Slave or Slaves, ought to receive for such
Slave or Slaves, and certify the same, so that such sum or sums of money
do not exceed the sum of one hundred pounds for each Slave so sentenced

~ as aforesaid, and if the conviction be for running away, the value to be set
by the jury, shall not exceed fifty pounds.
113.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all

cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be brought to trial, and sentenced to
death, and valued according to the directions of this Act, the provost marshal
or his lawful deputy, shall, under the penalty oftwo hundred pounds, carry
such sentence into execution, in obedience to the warrant from the gover-
nor or person executing the functions of governor for the time being, or the
warrant of the justices in cases of conviction for rebellion or rebellious con-
spiracy; and in case of sentence to transportation, shall, upon receiving a
warrant from the governor or person executing the functions of governor
for the time being, for that purpose, forthwith sell such Slave or Slaves for
transportation to the best advantage in his power, and shall, under the
penalty of two hundred pounds, within the space of one month from the
time of such sale, render to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such Slave
or other person legally entitled to receive the same, a just and true account
upon oath, of the sale or sales of such Slave or Slaves, and of the legal
charges attending the same, and pay over to such owner, proprietor, or pos-
sessor or other person legally entitled to receive the same, the proceeds of
such sale or sales, after deducting all legal charges as aforesaid ; and if it shall
happen that the charges due to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, for
confinement and subsistence of said Slave or Slavesshall amount to or exceed
the amount of the sales, the same shall be sworn to by the said provost mar-
shal or his lawful deputy, on the back of the certificate of valuation, in which
case the receiver general shall pay the whole amount of such valuation.
114.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all

cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be sentenced to death, or confine-
ment to hard labour for life, and be valued according to this Act, such Slave
orSlaves shall be paid for by the receiver general of this island, outof any
monies in his hands, upon production of a legal certificate of such sentence
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and valuation, but not otherwise, and in all cases where any Slave or Slaves
shall be sentenced to transportation, and valued in manner aforesaid, the
receiver general shall in like manner, upon production of a like certificate,
together with the account upon oath, hereinbefore directed to be made by
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, but not otherwise, pay the amount
of the valuation of such Slave or Slaves, after deducting the amount of such

ount.

“15.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every Slave
who under the authority and byvirtue of this Act, shall be sold for trans-
portation by the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, shall, notwithstanding
such sale, remain in the custody ofthe said provost marshal or hissaid deputy,
until the purchaser of such Slaveshall have entered into bond with sufficient
security to our Sovereign Lord the King, under the penalty of five hundred
pounds for every such Slave so purchased, that every such Slave shall be
transported off this island within thirty days after the date of such bond, and
shall in the mean time be kept in close confinement on board the ship or
vessel in which such Slave is intended to be transported, which bond shall
be taken by the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy as aforesaid (for
which the provost marshal or his said deputy, shall receive from the party
entering into the same, all the expenses incidental thereto), and be filed
among the records in the office of the clerk of the peace of the parish or
precinct where such Slave was tried.
116.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

such purchaser of any Slave so directed to be sold for transportation as
aforesaid, shall at the time of executing such bond as aforesaid, also make
oath in writing on some part of the said bond, before the provost marshal or
his lawful deputy as aforesaid (either of whom is hereby authorized and
required to administer the same), that every such Slave so purchased by
him, shall be transported to (death or dangers of the seas ex-
cepted), and that the said Slave so purchased, shall not with his knowledge,
privity, or consent, be relanded in this island.
117.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the pro-

vost marshal or any of his deputies, shall not under the penalty of three
hundred pounds for each offence, deliver over to any purchaser or pur-
chasers any Slave so sold for transportation as aforesaid, until such bond is
entered into, and oath taken as aforesaid, and in case any such Slave so sold
for transportation as aforesaid, shall be found within this island after the ex-
piration of the thirty days before limited for his or their transportation, such
Slave shall become forfeited to the crown and be re-sold for transportation
by the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, in the same manner and under
the like penalties as are hereinbefore enacted, and the net proceeds of such
re-sale shall be paid over to the receiver general for the use of the public.
118.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

Slave sold for transportation under and by virtue of this Act, who shall be
found at large within this island, at any time after such sale, as is herein-
before directed, may and shall be lawfully apprehended by any person
whomsoever, and immediately taken before any of his Majesty’s justices
of the peace, and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of such Justices
that such Slave had been formerly sold for transportation by virtue of this
Act, such justice shall, by warrant under his hand and seal, direct such
Slave to be delivered to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy to be re-
sold for transportation only, and the monies arising from such sale, after
deducting a commission of five pounds per centum, and all necessary ex-
penses, shall be paid over, one moiety thereof to the person apprehending
such Slave, and the other moiety to the receiver general for the timebeing,
for the support of the government of this island.
119.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Negro or other Slave who shall have been transported from this island
under the directions of this Act, or of any other Act heretofore in force re-
specting Slaves, for murder, rebellion, or any other crime which would have
subjected him to the punishment of death, shall wilfully return from trans-
portation, such Negro or other Stave shall, upon conviction, suffer dcath
‘without benefit of clergy.
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120.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the.
master of any ship or vessel, or any other person or persons shall know.
ingly and wilfully bring back to this island, or shall be aiding andassisting
in the bringing back, or cause to procure to be brought back to this island,
any Negro or other Slave who shall have been transported from this island
under and by virtue of this Act or any other Act heretofore in force re.
specting Slaves, such master, or person, or persons being convicted thereof,
by bill, plaint, or information in the Supreme Court of Judicature, or either
of the Courts of Assizes of this island, shall forfeit the sum of three hun.
dred pounds for each Slave so brought back: one moiety whereof shall be
to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs, and successors, for and towards
the support of the government of this island, and the contingent charges
thereof, and the other moiety to the party or parties at whose suit or com-
plaint such person was convicted, and shall also suffer imprisonment at the
discretion of the court for any space of time, not less than three nor ex.
ceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize.
121.—Whereas it is now difficult to transport Slaves with effect: Be it

enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in future all Slaves sentenced to
transportation that cannot be sold within one month, shall be committed
by warrant of any justice of the peace to hard labour in the workhouse till
transportation can be effected, and the receiver general shall pay such
value to the owner as may have been fixed by the jury: And if thereafter
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall be able to effect the sale for
transportation, he shall, under the penalty of two hundred pounds, within
the space of one month from the time of such sale, render to the receiver.
general a just and true account upon oath, of the sale of the Slave ‘or
Slaves, and of the legal charges attending the same, and pay over to the
receiver general the proceeds of such sale or sales, after deducting all
legal charges.

1:22.—And whereas instances have occurred of convicted Slaves under
confinement to hard labour in the workhouse for life, having conducted
themselves in such an orderly and correct manner as to obtain the appro-
bation and confidence of the persons having charge over them, and to
evince in every respect a complete reformation of manners, and as it is ex.
pedient to hold out encouragement to convicts who have so conducted
themselves, as well as to render them an example for imitation, to the end
that a laudable excitement may prevail amongst persons in their otherwise
desperate condition: Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall
and may be lawful for the governor or person exercising the functions of
governor for the time being, upon the representation of the commissioners
of the workhouse of the parish where any deserving convict shall be, that
such convict has conducted himself or herself, for a period of not less than
three years, in such an orderly and correct manner as to obtain the appro-
bation and confidence of the person having charge over him or her, and to
evince in every respect a complete reformation of manners, to direct the
workhouse keeper, under his sign manual, to put the said convict up to
public sale, and to sell and dispose of him or her to the highest and best
bidder, with the approbation of the said convict; and the title given upon
the sale thereof, shall be as legal and effectual as any sales made under the
workhouse law, and the proceeds of the said sale, after deducting. the
charges thereof, shall be paid over to the receiver general to be applied in
aid of the island contingencies.
123.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Negro or other Slave who may be sentenced to be confined -in the work-
house for any time, shall escape from such confinement before the expira-
tion of his or her sentence, such Negro or other Slave being retaken, shall,
on proof of his or her identity before three justices of the peace, be ad-
judged by them to be sent back to confinement to complete the term for
which he or she was sentenced to confinement, and to receive a whipping
not exceeding fifty lashes.

124.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Negroorother Slave who may be sentenced to be confined to hard labour
for life in any workhouse shall escape therefrom, every such Negro or other



JAMAICA. 99

Slave being retaken, shall, on proof of his or her identity before three
magistrates, be adjudged by them, either to be recommitted to his or her
former punishment, or to be transported off this island for life.
125.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the

provost marshal, or any of: his lawful deputies, or any lawful constable or
workhouse keeper shall wilfully or negligently suffer any Slave or Slaves
to escape, who shall be committed to his or their custody for any offence
under this Act, such marshal, constable, or workhouse keeper who shall
suffer such escape, shall, on conviction thereof before three magistrates,
forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in a summary
manner by warrant, under the hands and seals of the said three magistrates,
for the use of the parish, and, without injury to the rights of the owner, to
sue for the value of the same.
126,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when

any Slave or Slaves shall be discharged by proclamation, the deputy mar-
shal or workhouse keeper shall be entitled to receive all such fees, as shall
be due for such Slave or Slaves, at the time of such discharge, from the
public, uponapplication and due proof made in the most solemn manner to
the assembly or any committee thereof, that such Slave or Slaves, during
the time they were in the custody of such deputy marshal or workhouse
keeper, was or were found and provided with proper and sufficient provi-
sions and necessary clothing, agreeably to this law.
127.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no gaol-

keeper in this island, or any person acting under him as clerk or deputy,
shall on any pretence whatsoever, work or employ any Slave or Slaves
sent to his custody, nor hire or lend such Slave or Slaves to work for any
other person or persons during the time such Slave or Slaves shall be in
custody; but that all such Slaves shall be and remain in the common
gaol of the county, parish, or precinct, in order to be inspected by any
person or persons desiring the same: and in case any gaol-keeper shall
offend herein, he shall for every offence forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty
unds,
128.—And whereas there are many inferior crimes and misdemeanours

committed. by Slaves which ought to be punished in a summary manner
before two magistrates: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that all misdemeanours and inferior crimes committed by any Slave or
Slaves, including swearing, obscene language, drunkenness, and indecent
and noisy behaviour, shall be tried in asummary manner before two or
more justices of the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence shall
be committed, reasonable notice of the time and place of such trial being
given to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such Slave or Slaves, or
his, her, or their attorney or attornies, or the person-or persons having the
care of such Slave or Slaves; and the said justices of the peace shall, on
conviction of such Slave or Slaves, order and direct such punishment to
be inflicted as they shall think proper, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, or
three months imprisonment to hard labour.
129.—And be it further enacted, that the clerk of the peace, for attend-

ing such summary trial, and making out the order of the magistrates
thereat, which he is hereby bound to do under the penalty of fifty pounds,
shall be entitled to receive from the churchwardens of the parish, the sum
of one pound six shillings and eight pence, and the constable, for attending
the trial and at the execution of the order of the magistrates thereon,
shall receive the sum of ten shillings; except in the city of Kingston,
where the fees of the clerk of the peace shall be thirteen shillings and
four pence, and to the constable five shillings, in consequence of the great
number of such trials in that city.
180.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from

and after the commencement of this Act, upon any complaint made before
a Justice of the peace, of any murder, felony, burglary, robbery, rebellion,
or rebellious conspiracy, treason, of traitorous conspiracy, rape, mutilation,
branding, dismembering, or cruelly beating, or confining without sufficient
Support, a Slave or Slaves, or in any cases of seditious meeting, or of
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harbouring or concealing runaway Slaves, or giving false tickets or letterg
to such runaway Slaves, to enable them to elude detection, or on any
inquisition before a coroner, the evidence of any Slave or Slaves, respect.-
ing such complaint or inquisition, shall be received and taken by such

justice of the peace, or coroner, and on any prosecution in any of the courts
of this island for any of the crimes beforementioned, the evidenceof g
Slave or Slaves shall also be admitted and received: Provided always, that
before such evidence shall be received, a certificate of his or her baptism

shall be produced, and the justice of the peace, coroner, or court, shall be
satisfied, on due examination had, that such Slave comprehends the nature
and obligation of an oath: And provided also, that nothing herein con.
tained shall prevent the court from receiving objections as to the competenc
of such witness, or from receiving evidence as to the credibility of suc
witness in like manner as they would receive the same as to white persons
and persons of free condition: And provided also, that no white person or
persons of free condition shall be convicted of any of the crimes aforesaid,
on the testimony of any Slaves, unless two of the said Slaves, at least,
clearly and consistently depose to the same fact or circumstance, such
Slaves being examined apart and out of the hearing of each other: And
provided also, that no white person or persons of free condition, shall be
convicted on the testimony of any Slave or Slaves of any crime or offence,
as aforesaid, unless the complaint shall have been made within twelve
months after the commission thereof, and unless the crime or offence shall
have been committed subsequent to the commencement of this Act.
131.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

justice of the peace or coroner who shall take the deposition of any Slave,
shall certify as part of the jurat, that the deponent had been duly examined,
and found to possess a competent knowledge of the nature and obligations
of an oath; and such justice of the peace or coroner shall take from the
person in possession of such Slave, or from some fit and proper person, a
recognizance in a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds, nor less than
twenty pounds, conditioned for the production of such Slave as a witness
in the court at which the indictment is to be preferred or tried; and such
justice or coroner shall forthwith transmit to the clerk of the crown, such
deposition and recognizance ; and in case the person in possession of such
Slave as aforesaid, shal} refuse to give or shall not produce such bail for
the appearance of such Slave as a witness, or the person in possession of
such Slave, shall be the party accused, or if under the circumstances of the
case, the justice of the peace or coroner shall see cause to apprehend that
the witness may be withheld from giving his or her testimony, then such
justice of the peace or coroner shall have the power of securing the attend-
ance of such Slave as a witness, by a committal to gaol in the same
manner as the attendance of a witness for the crown, who is unable to
find bail for his appearance is now ensured; and the marshal or keeper
of such gaol shall allow to the said Slave the sum of one shilling and
eight pence per diem, for his. or her support during confinement; and
such allowance shall be repaid to the marshal, or keeper of the gaol,
in the same manner as the allowance to witnesses for the crown is
now paid to him; and in case the party in possession of a Slave, shall
produce him or her as a witness at the court where any indictment is
preferred or had, according to the condition of a recognizance entered
into, by or on the part of such person in possession as aforesaid, such
person in possession shall be entitled to receive mile money, at the rate of
one shilling per mile for the first five miles, and sixpence per mile for every
mile afterwards, and a sum not exceeding three shillings and four-pence
per diem for each and every day such Slave shall have been absent from
home for the purpose of attending at the court, as a compensation for thie loss
of the labour of such Slave ; and the judges presiding at the trial, upon
application made to them in the court after the trial, are hereby authorized,
if they shall deem it equitable and right, under the circumstances of the
case, to assess the amount of such mile-money and compensation, and to
grant a certificate thereof under their signature; and such certificate, after
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being approved of by the commissioners of public accounts, shall be paid
py the receiver general to the person or persons to whom such certificate

shall be granted.

132.—And in order to remove, as much as possible, any temptation to
commit perjury by those Slaves who shall be required to give evidence : Be
it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the court shall not be at liberty

to exercise the power given by this Act, for declaring any Slave free and

discharged from all manner of servitude, where the owner of such Slave

has been convicted ofparticular offences, if any Slave shall have becn sworn

upon. the trial as a witness on the part of the prosecution.

133.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Slave shall commit wilful and corrupt perjury, in giving evidence upon any
of the occasions hereinbefore mentioned, such Slave shall be liable to be
tried therefore, and upon conviction thereof shall be sentenced to hard

labour in the workhouse, or to stand in the pillory for such time as the
court shall direct, or to whipping, or to all or either of such punishments,

at the discretion of the court.
134.—And_ it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

Slaves whose attendance are required as witnesses, shall be protected in
their persons from all civil process whatsocver in going to or attending at,
and returning from such examinations or trials, as are hereinbefore men-
tioned; and that such Slaves shall, during such time, not be liable to be
levied on for debt or otherwise.
135.—And whereas it may sometimes happen, that white persons or

persons of free condition, associate themselves in crime with Slaves: Be it
therefore enacted, that if any white or free person or persons shall be found
in the company of any Slave or Slaves, and aiding or assisting them in the
commission of any crime or illegal offence, or shall employ them in such
offences, the testimony of such Slaves shall be received against such free
person or persons whether baptized or not, except where the life of such
white or free person or persons shall be affected; and admitted in such
manner as the testimony of accomplices in crime is now received in courts
of law.
136.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

operation of this Act, nor any part thereof, shall not be suspended by
martial law, any law, usage, or custom to the contrary thereof in anywise
notwithstanding.
137.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all

penalties in this Act mentioned, and not already declared how they shall
be recovered and applied, shall, if not exceeding fifty pounds, be recovered
in asummary manner, before any two of his Majesty’s justices of the peace,
by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels; and if amount-
ing to or exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in the Supreme Court of
Judicature, or in either of the Courts of Assize, by action of debt, bill,
plaint, or information, wherein no essoin, protection, or wager of law, or
non vult ulterius prosequi shall be entered; one moiety of which penalties
shall be paid to the churchwardens, for the use of the parish where the
offence shall be committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or him,
her, or them who shall sue for the same: Provided always that all pro-
ceedings for the recovery of penalties under this Act, shall be instituted
within twelve months after the offence be committed.
138.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all

offences committed during the time the Act entitled “An Act for the
Subsistence, Clothing, and the better Regulation and Government of Slaves,
for enlarging the Powers of the Council of Protection, for preventing the
improper transfer of Slaves, and for other Purposes,” passed in the year
1816, and all other Acts by this Act repealed, were in force, shall be
punished in the manner directed by the said Acts, but shall be heard,
tried, and determined in the form prescribed by this Act. And it shall
be lawful to recover and apply all penalties incurred thereunder as fully
and effectually as if the said Acts were still in force and unrepealed.
139.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that this
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Act shall commence, continue, and be in force from the first day ofMay
next, until the first day of May 1830, .

Passed the Assembly this 7th day of December 1826,
(Signed) DAVID FINLAYSON, Speaker,

Passed the Council this 22nd day of December, 1826,
(Signed) W. BULLOCK, Clerk Council,

I consent, this 22nd day of December, 1826,
(Signed) MANCHESTER,

 

No. 12.

Extractfrom a Despatchfrom His Grace the Duke of Manchester. addressed to
Earl Bathurst, dated King’s House Jamaica, 8th January 1827.

WHEN[Ihad the honour of reporting to your Lordship the proceedings
of the last session, I omitted to acquaint you that the free population
have been very materially benefited by all fees and expenses having been
abolished on Bills granting privileges. And all that is now required to
entitle individuals to Bills granting any privilege, except that ofbeing
magistrates, or being members of the Council and Assembly, is a certificate
from respectable persons of their having been decently educated, and
their characters being unexceptionable.

These Bills entitle the objects of them to save deficiency, which was
the great boon the free population have always sought, and nothing can
show more clearly how much this class of persons has been satisfied with
the new regulation,in theirfavour, than that twenty-five privilege Bills were
passed during the last session, although the abolition of fees did not take
place very early in the session.

I have, &e.
(Signed) MANCHESTER.

The Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.
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APPENDIX.

 

Extract from a Despatch from His Grace the Duke of Manchester to Earl
- Bathurst, dated King’s House, Jamaica, 81st December, 1825.

REFERRING your Lordship to my Despatch of 23d instant, I haye the
honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a Bill to
enable Slaves to give evidence in certain cases, and under certain restric-
tions.

I have, &c.
(Signed) MANCHESTER.

The Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &c.

 

An Act to enable Slaves to give Evidence in certain Cases, and
under certain Restrictions, and for other Purposes.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make certain regulations for the purpose of
admitting Slaves, who are properly qualified by their religious knowledge
and good character, to give evidence, in particular cases of crime committed
by white or free persons against Slaves, and such regulations may become
an excitement to Slaves in general to pay more attention to religious
instruction, and may tend to the improvement of their moral principles and
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conduct,—May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and
be it enacted by the Governor, Council,and Assembly of this your Majesty’s

island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority
‘of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, any Slave shail
be admitted as a witness, upon any inquiry made or had, by or before any

‘ustice of the peace, and upon any bill of indictment preferred before a

grand jury, and also upon the trial of any indictment, by which inquiry

or indictment any white or free person is charged with having committed
any treason, or any of the crimes and offences mentioned in the first,
second, and third Clauses of an Act made and passed in the fourth year of his
present Majesty’s reign, entitled ‘* An Act for the more effectual Punish-
ment of Treason, Treasonable Conspiracies, and Seditious Meetings, for
preventing the administering or taking of unlawful Oaths,and for other Pur-
oses;” or charged with having uttered seditious language, or with seditious

preaching to any free person, persons, Slave, or Slaves ; or with marder, or.
felonious homicide; or with having mutilated, maimed, dismembered, im-
risoned, or kept in confinement, without sufficient support, any Slave or

Biaves : And the evidence of any Slave shall also be received on an inqui-
sition before a coroner, respecting the death of a Slave: Provided always
that the evidence of any Slave shall not be admitted or received touching

any or either of the said crimes or offences, if such crime or offence shall

have been committed before the passing of this Act: And provided also,
that no Slave shall be admitted to give evidence on either of the occasions
aforesaid, unless he or she shall have beenbaptized twelve months at least
before the commission of the crime or offence respecting which such Slave
is produced as a witness, and unless such Slave shall produce, on the
occasion on which he or she is by viriue of this Act admitted to give
evidence, such certificate from the justices and vestry or common council
of Kingston, as is hereinafter mentioned: And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that upon the production before the justices and
vestry of the parish in which any Slave shall have last previously resided
for three years, or, ifin Kingston, before the common council, of a testi-
monial in writing, signed by the person who has had the possession and
management of such Slave, as owner, attorney, trustee, guardian, receiver,
executor, or administrator, for three years next before the giving of such
testimonial as to the good character and disposition of such Slave; and
upon production also of a written declaration, signed by the rector, or in
case of the absence of the rector, by the minister officiating for such rector
of the parish in which such Slave resides, that such Slave has been bap-
tized, and of the time of such baptism, either from the personal know-
ledge of such rector or minister, or by the inspection of his certificate of
baptism, or of the registry thereof; and further, that such rector or minister
officiating for him in his absence, had examined the Slave, and found him
or her to be sensible of the nature and obligation of an oath, it shall and
may be lawful for the justices and vestry of such parish, or the common
council of Kingston, and they are hereby empowered and required, unless
proof be made before them contradicting the said testimonial and declara-
tion, or-either of them, to give to such Slaves a certificate, signed by the
clerk of the vestry or court of common conncil of Kingston, according to
the following form: “‘ These are to certify, that at a vestry, or court of
common council, holden at , on the day of

. , inthe year of our Lord , there were produced
the testimonial and declaration required by an Act now in force, enabling
Slaves to give evidence ; and no proof having been given to contradict
such testimonial and declaration, or either of them, the vestry, or common
council of Kingston, have, in pursuance of the said Act, granted this cer
tificate to a Slave belonging to ;
of , in this parish, being the person named in such tes-
timonal and declaration, and baptized on ;” which said
testimonials and declaration shall be returned by the clerk of the vestry,
orcommon council, for the purpose of being transmitted to the clerk ofthe
crown, as hereinafter directed: And be it further enacted by the authority
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aforesaid, that when such certificate shall be granted, the clerk of the vestr
of every parish, or clerk of the common council, shall, in a book to be kept
for that purpose, register the names, colour, and scx of the several Slaves
to whom such certificates have been granted, the names of the owners of
such Slaves, and the dates of the testimonials and declarations, and the
time of granting such certificates, in the form following :-—

 

Name of Person, Date of|Time of
Name of| Ago, | Sex. | Colour.|Height.| or Pro erty, the DateofTes-Ineclara-[granting
Slave. 8 8 Slave belongs to. | timonials. | tion, theCer-

cate,  

            
And the said clerk of the vestry, or clerk of the common council, shall

immediately thereafter, transmit to the clerk of the crown such testimonial
and declaration, and also a copy of the certificate so granted by the justices
and vestry or common council, certified by such clerk of the vestry or
common council, to be a true copy; and for making such registry and cer-
tified copy, the clerk of the vestry or common council shall be entitled to
be paid the sum of one shilling and threepence, and no more. And if any
clerk of the vestry, or the clerk of the common council, shall neglect or refuse
to perform any or either of the duties required by this Act to be performed
by him, he shall for every such neglect or refusal forfeit the sum of [

J to be recovered by information in the Supreme Court of Judicature
of this island, in the name of the Attorney General, to and for the use of his
Majesty’s government ofthis Island. And be it further enacted by thean-
thority aforesaid, that if any certificate granted to any Slave by virtue of
this Act, shall be accidentally lost, destroyed, or mislaid, the justices and
vestry, or common council, on being fully satisfied that a certificate had
been previously granted to such Slave, are hereby empowered and required
ta grant such Slave a copy of the former certificate which shall be marked
** Duplicate” and with the date of its being granted, and an entry shall be
made by the clerk of the vestry, or clerk of the common council, in the
book hereinbefore directed to be kept opposite the original entry of such
duplicate having been granted, and of the time of granting the same; and
a notice of such duplicate certificate shall be transmitted to the clerk of
the crown in the same manner as the copy of the original certificate, and
which duplicate certificate shall be of the like force and effect as the certi-
ficate so last destroyed or mislaid: Provided always that if the application
for such duplicate certificate shall not be made within two years after the
original certificate was granted, the justices and vestry, or common council
and clerk of the vestry or common council, shall grant another certificate
in the like manner, and under the like regulations in every respect as are
hereinbefore provided as to the granting of the original certificate: And
be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the certificate granted
by the justices and vestry, or common council, shall be received by the
court as evidence of the matters and things therein contained, so as to
enable the Slave therein named, to be received and examined as a witness
upon the occasions aforesaid: Provided always that nothing herein con-
tained shall be construed to prevent the court on the trial of any indict-
ment on which any Slave may by virtue of this Act be admitted as a witness
from receiving the like objections as to the competency of such Slave as a
witness, as might be made against any white or free person as a witness,
or to prevent the court and jury from receiving evidence as to the credi-
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pility of such Slave as a witness in like manner as they would receive the

same as to the credibility of any white or free person. And be it further

enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no white person or person of free

condition, shall be indicted, arraigned, condemned, or convicted for any

offence of treason upon Slave evidence, unlessthe offender be accused by

two Slaves allowed to give evidence under the authority of this Act, or by

one Slave and another lawful witness being either a white person or person

of free condition: And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid,

that if any white person or person of free condition shall falsely make,

forge, counterfeit, or alter, or cause to be falsely made, forged, counter-

feited or altered, or willingly act or assist in the false making, forging,

counterfeiting or altering any certificate given by this Act, such person or

persons shall for such offence, on conviction thereof in his Majesty’s Su-

reme Court of Judicature of this island, or any Court of Assize, be liable

to be transported from this island for life. And in case any Slave shall

falsely make, forge, counterfeit, or alter, or cause to be falsely made,

forged, counterfeited, or altered, or willingly act or assist in the false

making, forging, counterfeiting, or altering any certificate given by this

Act, such Slave for such offence on conviction thereof in a Slave court, be

liable to be sentenced to hard labour and confinement in the workhouse

for such time as the court shall direct, or to flogging, or both at the discretion

of the court, and such Slave shall for ever thereafter be incapable of being a

witness under this Act. And ifany Slave shall falsely pretend to be-the per-

son mentioned ina forged certificate, or in any certificate belonging to or in-

tended for another Slave, such Slave shall on conviction thereof in a Slave

court, suffer such punishmentby imprisonment and hard labour for such time as

the court may direct, or by whipping, or by both, as such court shall think

proper; and such Slave shall for. ever thereafter be incapable of being ad-

mitted as a witness under and by virtue of this Act. And be it further

enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the clerk of the crown shall keep

in his office, as public records, the several testimonials, declarations, and

copies of certificates hereinbefore directed to be transmitted to him, and

shall register, in a book to be by him kept for that purpose, the names of

all such Slaves named in such copies of certificates, and shall mark an entry

of such duplicate certificates, and of the time when granted, in the same

manner and form as the clerk of the vestry, or common council as herein-

before directed, to register the same; and such testimonials, declarations,

copies of certificates and books, shall be deemed public records, and be ac-

cessible in like manner, and on the like terms, as other public records in his

office;and for making each entry he shall be entitled to be paid the sum of

one shilling and three-pence, and he shall be further entitled to be paid

for every search at and after the rate paid to the.secretary of this island

for searches made in his office. And be it further enacted by the autho-

rity aforesaid, that everyjustice of the peace or coroner who shall take the

deposition of any Slave admitted to give evidence by virtue of this Act,

shall certify as part of the jurat, that the deponent had produced before

him the certificaterequired by this Act, And such justice of the peace

and coroner shall take from the person in the possession of such Slave, as

owner, attorney, trustee, guardian, receiver, executor, or administrator, or

from some person in his, her, or their behalf, a recognizance in a sum not

exceeding , hor less than , conditioned for

the production of such Slave as a witness in the court at which the indict-

ment is to be preferred or tried.. And such justice or coroner shall forth-

with transmit to the clerk of the crown, such deposition and recognizance.

And in case the owner or person in possession of such Slave as aforesaid,

shall refuse to give, or shall not procure, such bail for the appearance of the

Slave as a witness, or the owner or person in possession of such Slave shall

be the party accused, or if under the circumstances the justices of the

peace or coroner shall deem it necessary, in order to prevent the danger of

the witness being influenced in his or her testimony, then and in such case,

such justice of the peace, or coroner, shall have the power of securing the

attendance of such Slave as a witness, by a committal to gaol in the same

manner as the attendance of witnesses for the crown, who are unable to
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find bail for their appearance, is now ensured. And the marshal or keeper .
of the gaol where such Slave remains, shall be allowed the sum of one
shilling and eight pence, to be paid to suchSlave on cach day such Slave
shall remain in his custody, for his or her maintenance. And suchallow.
ance shall be repaid to the marshal in the same manner as the allowance
to witnesses for the crown placed in confinement, is now repaid to him,
And in case the owner or party in possession of a Slave, shall produce him
or her as a witness at the court where any indictment is preferred or tried,
according to the exigency of a recognizance entered into, by, or on the
part of such owner or person in possession as aforesaid, such owner or
person in possession, shall be entitled to receive mile money at the rate ofone shilling per mile for the first five miles, and sixpence per mile for ever
mile afterwards, and a sum not exceeding three shillings and four-pence
per day for each and every day such Slave shall have been absent from
home for the purpose of attending at the court, or shall have been in con-
finement, as a compensation for the loss of thelabour of such Slave. And
the judges present in court, in case an application shall be made to them in
court after the trial, are hereby authorized, in case they shall deem it equita-
ble and right, under the circumstances of the case, to assess the amount
of such mile money and compensation, and to grant a certificate thereof
under their signatures; and such certificate after being approved of by thecommissioners of public accounts, shall be paid by the receiver general outof any monies in his hands unappropriated, to the person or persons to
whom such certificate shall be granted. And in order to remove evertemptation to commit perjury by those Slaves who may be admitted to give
evidence by virtue of this Act: Be it enacted by the authority afore-
said, that the court shall not be at liberty to exercise the power givenbythe Consolidated Slave Law, of declaring any Slave free and dischargedfrom all manner of servitude, where the owner of such Slave has beenconyicted of the offence therein mentioned, if any Slave authorized togive evidence under this Act, shall have been sworn upon the trial as awitness on the part of the prosecution. And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave admitted to give evidenceunder this Act, shall commit wilful and corrupt perjury, in givingevidence upon any of the occasions hereinbefore mentioned, any Slave
shall be liable to be tried at a Slave court for wilful and corrupt perjury;and upon conviction thereof, shall be liable to the same punishment as theperson or persons at the trial of whom such false evidence was given,would, if convicted, have been liable to suffer, or it shall be in the powerof the court to sentence such Slave to imprisonment, to hard labour in the
workhouse, or to stand in the pillory for such times as the courtshalldirect, or to whipping, or to all or either of such three last-mentionedpunishments, at the discretion of the court. And it is further enactedby the authority aforesaid, that all Slaves whose attendance is requiredas witnesses under and-by virtue of this Act, shall be protected intheir persons from all civil process whatsoever, in their going to, attend.ing at, and returning from such examinations in trials as are hereinbeforementioned; and that such -Slave shall, during such time, not be liableto be levied on for debt, taxes, or otherwise. And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid, that this Act shall continue and be in: forcefrom and after the passing thereof, until the thirty-first day of De-cember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight. Provided always that all Slaves who shall obtain the privilege ofgiving evidence under this Act, shall, notwithstanding the expiration there-of, still continue to be lawful witnesses upon the occasions and in thecases hereinbefore mentioned, in the same manner as if this Act still re-mained in force.
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No. 1.

Six, Downing Strect, 13th March, 1826.

WHENI had the honour of communicating to you the resolutions of the
House of Commons in 1823, you were instructed to bring under the consi-
deration of the Council and Legislative Assembly of the Bahamas, some of
the measures which his Majesty's government recommended for improving
the condition of the Slave population.

In 1824, an Act had been passed by the Legislature, consolidating the
Slave laws, and adding to them some beneficial provisions, but executing
only an inconsiderable portion of what had been recommended.

I had then the honour of communicating to you, a copy of the Trinidad
Order in Council, containing, with the others, the further measures which
his Majesty’s government consideredit to be their duty to propose for
carrying into effect in his Majesty's colonies, the resolutions of the House
of Commons.
The measures recommended in these communications provided, first, for

the improvement of the condition of the Slave population; secondly, for
the manumission of Slaves, on such principles as would give to the Slaves
on the one hand, the means of acquiring their freedom, or that of their
families ; and on the other, secure to the planter, by an equitable appraise-
ment, a full indemnification for the loss which he might experience by their
manumission. In directing you to lay this order before the Council and
Legislative Assembly, I thought it desirable in the first instance, that
it should be left for them to proceed in such manner as might appear to
them advisable, for taking all these several measures under their con-
sideration.
You have since that time, continued under my directions to press these

measures upon the attention of the Legislature; but you have not informed
me that the Council or the Assembly have made any progress in them. You
will, in next addressing yourself to the Legislature, have to communicate to
them, the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords, with the resolu-
tions ofthe House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring the whole
subject under the consideration of this Assembly in a more distinct shape,
I shall take an early opportunity of sending out to you all the measures
contained in the order in Council, classed under separate heads, and
accompaniedwith such explanations as may. be necessary, with a view of
placing in aclearer light, the effect of some of those provisions, which I have
reason to believe have been misunderstood.
On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for

having bills drawn up, for carrying these measures severally into effect,
in such manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of the
Bahamas,
When these bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to

be brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly
may have them separately before them, and either pass them in the shape
in which they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifica-
tions of their provisions, as the Assembly may deem expedient, unless (what
T anxivusly deprecate) they should come to the decision of rejecting them,
The Assembly will thus be placed in full possession of all which his

Majesty's government contemplate, for carrying into effect the resolutions of
the two Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations willenable
his Majesty’sgovernmenttojudge whctherit will be necessary to take any other
course for the attainment of that object. If you should have it in your power
to announce to me, that the Council and Assembly have agreed to bills sub-
stantially carrying into effect all the several measures which shall have been
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thus brought under their consideration, it will only remain for me, in com.
municating to you his Majesty’s allowance of these bills, to congratulate ou
and the Legislature of the Bahamas, on the establishment ofa system, both
for improving the condition of the Slave population, and for Providing fo,
the manumission of Slaves, or of their families, ona principle of equitable
appraisement, which system will have fully carried into effect the resolutions
of the two Houses of Parliament. ;
Nothing will then remain, but to provide for the improvement of the

judicial system, and for its accommodation to the present state of the whole
community, including the Slave population. The means of accomplishing
this object, will be facilitated by the report of the commissioners of legal
inquiry; who, as you are aware, have been employed for that purpose, in
the examination of the constitution and practice of the courts of justice in
the colony,

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Officer administering the Government.

No. 2.

My Lono, New Providence, Bahamas, 8d June, 1826,
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’sdespatch, dated 13th March 1896, referring to the resolutions of theHouse of Commons in 1823, alluding to measures to be recommendedfor adoption by the Assembly of these Islands for improving the conditionof the Slave population, and promising to transmit explicit instructions onthis head.

I have, &c.
; (Signed) WILLIAM VESEY MUNNINGS.The Right Honourable Eari Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

  

No. 3.

Sir, | Downing-street, 21st May, 1826.
IN my despatch to you, dated the 13th of March last, I had the honourto announce to you that I should take an early opportunity of sending outto you all the measures contained in the Trinidad order in council, classedunder separate heads. .
In the enclosed papers will be found all the provisions of the order incouncil of the 10th March, 1824, for improving the condition of Slaves inthe Island of Trinidad, with all such modifications of that order as havebeen introduced by any subsequent enactments.
These enclosures relate to the eight following subjects:—First, Theoffice of protector and guardian of Slaves. Secondly, The admission ofthe evidence of Slaves in civil and criminal cases. Thirdly, The manuemission of Slaves. Fourthly, The intermarriage of Slaves. ' Fifthly, Theobservance of Sunday and the abolition of public markets on that day.

Sixthly, The acquisition of property by Slaves, and the establishment ofsavings banks for the better protection of it. Seventhly, The separationof families under judicial process. And, Kighthly, The punishment ofSlaves, with the record to be kept of such punishments when inflicted by
the authority of the owner.
To each of these enclosures I have subjoined notes explanatory of thedeviations which may be found in them from the rules originally promul-gated in the order in council of the 10th of March, 1824.
I have also the honour to enclose copies of my official correspondence onthis subject with the Governor of Trinidad and the Lieutenant-governor ofDemerara. From the perusal of that correspondence you will learn theviews which have been taken by his Majesty’s government of the various
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objections which have been successively urged against ‘the different pro-
yjsions of the order in council, and you will perceive what parts of the law
are regarded as of primary and essential importance.
Lam perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing in

this country, and without more Iccal knowledge than is attainable here,
enactments upon a subject so comprehensive and important, which are to
have their operation in the Bahamas. I am aware also, that upon some of
the topics comprised in these papers, the wishes of his Majesty’s govern-
ment have already, to a certain extent, been anticipated by the existing
laws of the island, and that, without a very intimate and practical acquain-
tance with those laws, it may perhaps not be possible safcly to frame new
legislative provisions on the same or similar subjects.

In transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not, therefore, propose
them as drafts which could be passed withouta careful revision, nor probably
without some material alterations. My object in this communication has
rather been to explain anew,andin the fullest manner, the measures which
his Majesty's government desire to introduce; and I have for this purpose
adopted the form and language of legislative Acts, because in no other
way could those views be explained with equal accuracy and precision.
His Majesty will, however, be ready to confirm any laws in which the
legislature of the Bahamas may effectually embody these principles, and
give cffcct to these intentions, however much such laws may depart from
the enclosed drafts, in arrangement, language, or minor details.
You will, therefore, immediately on receiving this despatch, make a con-

fidential communication on the subject to the law officers of the crown
within your government, transmitting to them a copy of this despatch and
its enclosures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the
drafts of as many distinct bills as they may think best adapted for giving
full and complete effect to the wishes of his Majesty’s governinent, as ex-
plained in the enclosed drafts, In performing this duty they will, of
course, have regard not only to such local circumstances as may necessarily
affect the form and language of those provisions, but also to some enact-
ments in the late Slave Melioration Act, and to any other of the existing
laws of the colony in which the same or the like provisions as are con-
tained in these drafts may be found.
They will also consider how far a consolidation of such former Acts with

the projected bills may be practicable or convenient, and they will report
to you in writing every material observation which they may have to offer
upon the form and structure of the proposed laws.
As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which these mea-

sures can be most properly brought forward, you wiil take the most conve-
nient method in your power for introducing them to the consideration of
the legislative council and assembly. It is almost superfluous to remind you
of the nccessity of proceeding, on this occasion, with such discretion, and
with such a regard to the constitutional privileges of the council and
assembly, as to afford no reasonable cause for any jealousy or complaint
on the part of those bodies. Upon this subject, you will exercise your own
judgment, with all the advantage to be derived from your acquaintance
with the established usages of the colonial legislature. At the conclusion
of the session, you will transmit to me, with the least possible delay, a
report of the progress which may have been made in carrying these intentions
of his Majesty’s government into effect, and in case that this object shall
not have been effectually accomplished, you will accompany that report by
adistinct reference to each clause of each of the drafts enclosed, stating
in detail, the reasons which may have prevented the adoption of any of
those clauses, and distinguishing with precision, what parts of the clauses
recommended have been enacted, and what parts have been rejected by the
legislature. In those cases where the existence of previous enactments
may have been thought to render any further legislation unnecessary, you
will at the same time, call my attention to such previous enactments, of
which you will transmit copies.
Ihave thus once more directed your attention to this most important

subject, and I cannot close the present despatch without again reminding
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you, that his Majesty's government will feel the most lively interest in the
result of the deliberations of the legislative council and assembly. Iam—
not disposed to anticipate the continued rejection of the enactments 55
earnestly and anxiously looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and
by every class of society in this kingdom. On the contrary, I must stil]
hope, that it will shortly be in my power to lay before his Majesty, acts
of the assembly of the Bahamas, fully carrying into effect the spirit of
the various provisions, which, by his commands, I have now the honour
to transmit to you. ;

I have, &c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

Officer administering the Government of the Bahamas.

Heads ofa Bill for establishing within the Bahama Islands an Officer to be called
“* The Protector and Guardian of Slaves.’’

Crausze 1.—There shall be hereafter within the Bahama Islands, an
officer to be called “‘ The Protector and Guardian of Slaves,” who shall
be appointed to such his office by his Majesty, to hold the same during his
Majesty’s pleasure; and such appointment shall be made by a warrant
under his Majesty’s signet and sign manual.

Crause 2.—In the event of the death of the said protector and guardian of
Slaves—or of his resignation—or of his bodily or mental incapacity—or of
his removal or suspension from office—or of his temporary absence from the
island, the governor shall appoint a proper person to act as the deputy
protector and guardian of Slaves until his Majesty’s pleasure shall be
known.

Crause 3.—The protector and guardian of Slaves shall at all times
perform his duty in person and not by deputy, excepting only in those
eases in which the governor is expressly authorized to appoint a deputy
for that purpose.

Crausz 4.—The protector and guardian of Slaves shall, before entering
on the execution of his office, take and subscribe before the governor an
oath in the following words: viz., “I, A. B. do swear that I will, to the
best of my knowledge andability, faithfully execute and perform the
duties of the protector and guardian of Slaves in the Bahama Islands,
without fear, favour, or partiality. So help me God.”
~The same oath shall also be taken and subscribed by the deputy pro-

tector and guardian.
Cravuse 5.—The protector and guardian of Slaves shall not be the

owner of any plantation within the Bahama Islands, or of any Slaves
employed upon any plantation, or in any kind of agriculture; and shall
not’ have any interest in, or any mortgage or security upon any such
plantation or Slave, and shall not be competentto act as the manager,
overseer, agent, or attorney, for or upon any plantation in the island; nor
as the guardian, trustee, or executor of any person having any such plan.
tation or any Slaves. . If the protector and guardian of Slaves shall require
or holdin his own right, or in that of his wife, or in trust for any other
person, any plantation in the island, or any Slaves employed in any
plantation, or in any kind of agriculture; or any interest in, or any
mortgage or security upon any such plantation or Slaves; or shall act as
such manager, overseer, agent, attorney, guardian, trustee, or executor, as
before mentioned; he shall thenceforth de facto cease to be protector and
guardian, and forfeit his office.
Crausz 6.—Provided that all the Acts of the protector and guardian of

Slaves done after such forfeiture of office, and before the office is declared
void by public notice in the gazette of the island, shall be as effectual as
if no such forfeiture and vacancy of the office had taken place.

Ciavse 7.—The protector shall constantly reside within the island,
unless he shall obtain a special leave of absence from his Majesty or from
the governor. The leave of absence shall never exceed[ jat
any one time, and shall not be granted by the governor unless it shall be
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made to appear to him, upon the oath of some medical practitioner, that
such temporary absence is necessary for the preservation or recovery of
the health of the protector and guardianofSlaves.

Ciause 8.--The protector and guardian of Slaves shall keep a public
office in the[ J of[ J]; and shall attend there
on such days, and during such hours of the day, as the governor shall from
time to time appoint; and shall kcep at such office, and not elsewhere, all
public records, books, and papers relating to his office.
Ciause 9.—Some proper person shall be appointed by the governor in

every parish of the island, to be the assistant protector and guardian of
Slaves in that parish; and such assistant protectors and guardians shall,
in their respective parishes, be assisting the protector and guardian of
Slaves in the execution of the duties of his office; and shall carry into
execution such lawful instructions as they may receive from him in re-
ference to such duties: Provided that such assistant protectors and°
guardians of Slaves shall always be persons named in the commission of the
peace for the county or parish in which they may be appointed so to act.

Crause 10.—The assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves, shall hold
such their offices during his Majesty’s pleasure.
Crause 11.—The protector and guardian of Slaves, and his deputy and

assistants, shall respectively receive their salaries in lieu of all fees and
other emoluments ; and any such protector and guardian of Slaves, his
deputy or assistants, receiving any fee or emolument beside his salary in
respect of any act done by him in the excution of his office, shall incur a
fine equal to [ | the amount of what he may so receive, and
shall become disqualified from holding such his office.
Crause 12.—In any prosecution commenced in any court of justice in

the island, in which any person may be charged with the murder of any
Slave, or with any offence against the person of any Slave, the protector
and guardian shall attend and act as the public prosecutor: Provided that
this rule shall not extend to prevent the attorney general from acting in
such prosecutions as he hath heretofore done, or to prevent the owner of
the deceased or injured Slave from employing, at his own expense, any
counsel or attorney to conduct any such prosecution.
Ciause 13.—On the first Monday next after the 25th day of December,

and on the first Monday next after the 24th day of June in each year,
the protector and guardian of Slaves shall deliver to the governor a written
report of the manner in which the duties of his office have been performed
during the preceding half year, which report shall contain a statement of
all prosecutions in which he or his assistants may have acted as the pro-
tector of any Slaves, with the dates and effect of all the proceedings
therein, together with such other particulars as are required by any other
Acts of Assembly to be stated therein ; and the governor of the colony shall
administer to the protector of Slaves an oath, that the report contains a
true statement of the several matters therein referred to. As soon as the
protector and guardian of Slaves has taken such oath, then, and not before,
he shall receive from the governor a warrant for the amount of his salary
for the half year next preceding the date of such report; which report
shall then be transmitted by the governor to one of his Majesty's principal
secretaries of state.
Crause 14.—If the protector and guardian of Slaves, or any deputy or

assistant protector and guardian, or any other person, shall fraudulently make
any crasure or interlineation in any book, record, or return, which by any
Act of Assembly he may be required to keep, or shall wilfully falsify any such
book, record, or return; or make any false entry therein; or burn, cancel,
obliterate, or destroy the same or any part thereof; he shall incur a fine
of not less than[ jnor more than [ |; or
Imprisonment, for any time not exceeding[ ] nor less than

1; or both fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the
court. And all such fines shall be recovered in the Court of King’s Bench
and Common Pleas of the island, and shall be divided equally between his
Majesty and the informer.
Cuausz 15.—In the absence of the governor from the island, any person
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lawfully administering the office of governor, shall be competent to do
such acts as the governor is hereby empowered to do.

Crausr 16.—The protector and guardian of Slaves, the deputy protector
and guardian of Slaves, and the assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves
shall respectively execute and perform such duties as may be imposed
upon, or required of them respectively, by any Act of Assembly passed or
to be passed in the present, or in any future session.

Notes on a Bill for Establishing within: the Bahama Islands, an Officer to b¢
called “ The Protector and Guardian of Slates.”

Nore on Cause 1.—The Order in Council for improving the condition
of Slaves in the Island of Trinidad, does not provide for the erection of a
new office, because in that colony, the Procurador Syndic was already in.
vested by the Spanish law with the office of guardian of Slaves. As there
is no official protector of Slaves in Barbadoes, it is necessary to make provi.
sion by law for the establishment of such an office. As the duties of the
protector will be amply sufficient to occupy his whole time and attention,
it would be highly inexpedient to follow the precedent of the Trinidad
Order by combining this office with any other at present existing in the
island.
Nore on Crauss 9.—In the Trinidad Order in Council, the guardian of

Slaves is declared to be a magistrate, and is invested with powers similar
to those of the commandants at quarters, and which he is to exercise
throughout the whole of that island. In the Bahama Islands it is un.
necessary to make such a provision, as the governor will be instructed to
place the protector and guardian of Slaves in the commission of thepeace,
As there are not in the Bahama Islands any officers whose functions corre-

spond with those of the commandants of quarters in Trinidad, it seems neces-
sary to leave to the governor the selection of the assistant protectors in the
several parishes, He is however restricted in his choice to gentlemen in
the commission of the peace, because this seems the best security for the
appointment of persons of sufficient property and personal respectability,
 

Heads of a Bill to regulate the Admission of the Evidence of Slaves.

Crausz 1.—Every clergyman of the Established Church of England,
and every minister of the Kirk of Scotland, and every priest or minister
professing the Roman Catholic religion within the island, and carrying on
there no other business or occupation with a view to profit there, except
that of a schoolmaster, shall be authorized to transmit or deliver under his
hand to the protector and guardian, or assistant-protector and guardian of
Slaves, of the parish in which he may be resident, certificates, setting forth
the names and places of abode of any Slaves who, in the judgment and
belief of the party so certifying, may be sufficiently instructed in the prin-
ciples of religion to understand the nature and obligation of an oath. The
assistant-protectorsof Slaves of the several parishes shall transmit such
certificates to the protector and guardian of Slaves, who shall register the
same in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, stating therein the date
of such certificate, and the name and place of abode of the person by
whom the same may be granted, and the name of every Slave mentioned
and included therein.

Crausz 2.—No priest, minister, or public teacher of religion, not being
a clergyman of the Church of England, or a minister of the Kirk of Scot-
land, shall be competent to grant any such certificate, unless his Majesty’s
principal secretary of state having the department of the colonies, or the
governor or acting-governor of the BahamaIslands, shall grant to such
priest, minister, or public teacher, a written license to grant such certifi-
cates, nor unless such license shall continue in force at the time of signing
the certificate, and shall have been registered in the office of the pro-
tector and guardian of Slaves.
Cause 3.—No person shall henceforth be rejected as a witness or con
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sidered as incompetent to give evidence in any court of civil or criminal
justice in the Bahama Islands, by reason of his or her being ina state of
Slavery, if the person producing such Slave as a witness, shall also produce
to the court a certificate, under the hand of the protector and guardian of
Slaves, that such proposed witness is registered in the before-mentioned book.
Crause 4.—The protector and guardian of Slaves shall, without fee or

reward, grant to any person applying for the same, a certificate of the fact,
whether the proposed witness is registered iu the before-mentioned book

not.

* Crause 5.—No person ina state of Slavery shall be admitted to give
evidence in any civil suit or action, in which his owner is directly con-
erned.

° Cause 6.--No person in a state of Slavery shall be admitted to give
evidence in any case where any white person may be charged with or
prosecuted for any offence punishable with death.

Crausz 7.—Nothing in this act contained shall extend to take away or
diminish any power or authority which any court of criminal jurisdiction
in the said colony, now hath to admit in any case the evidence of any per-
sons in a state of Slavery.
Ciausz 8.—Nothing contained in the Act shall extend to render any

Slave competent in the law to give evidence in any case, in which such
Slave would be incompetent to give evidence if he or she were of free
condition.
Cause 9.—The protector and guardian of Slaves, in his half yearly re-

ports to the governor, shall include a statement of the name of every Slave
who, during the preceding half-year, has, in manner aforesaid, been certi-
fied as competent to understand the nature and obligation of an oath.

Heads ofa Bill to regulate the Proceedings for the Manumission of Slaves, and
to enable Slaves, under certam Restrictions, to purchase their own Freedom.

Cause 1.—No duty, or tax, or fee of office shall be paid in the Bahama
Islands, upon or in respect of the mauumission of any Slave, or the enrolment
of any deed of manumission, except a fee not exceeding
sterling, which the protector and guardian of Slaves shall pay to the
secretary and registrar of the island for enrolling every deed of manu-
mission. Such fee shall be repaid to the protector and guardian of Slaves
by the public treasurer, out of any unappropriated money in his hands,
Any person taking or demanding any duty, tax, or fee of office, save as
aforesaid, shall incur a fine not exceeding[ |nor less
than [ |sterling, to be recovered by bill, plaint, or in-
formation, in the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas of the island,
by any one who may sue for the same, and to be divided in equal
moictics between his Majesty and the person so suing.
Cuause 2.—If any Slave shall be desirous of purchasing his or her

freedom, or the freedom of the wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or
sister, or reputed wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or sister of such
Slave, it shall be lawful for any such Slave so to purchase the freedom
of himself or herself, or of any such other person as aforesaid.
Cratse 3.—If the owner of such Slave shall be unwilling to effect his

or her manumission; or shall by reason of any mortgage, settlement
or lease, or other charge upon or interest in any such Slave, invested
in any other person, be unable to execute a valid manumission of
any such Slave ; or if the owner or any other person having interest in the
Slave shall be a minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic; or if the
owner of the Slave is absent from the island, or shall not be known; or if
any suit or action shall be depending in any courtof justice in the island,
wherein the title to such Slave, or the right to his services, shall be in
controversy; or if the owner of the Slave shall demand, as the price of
his freedom, any sum, which in the judgment of the protector and guardian
of Slaves shall exceed the real value of such Slave, then, and in every
such case, the chief justice of the Court of King’s Bench and Common
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Pleas, on the application of the protector and ‘gnardian of Slaves, shall.
issue a summons, requiring the owner or manager of the Slave to appear
before him, at some convenient time and place. Notice shall be published
by the protector and guardian of Slaves in the public gazette of the island,
on[ | different days, of the time and place so appointed
for the purpose aforesaid; and, in such notice all persons having or claiming
any interest in any such Slave, cither in his own right, or as the trustee of
any other person, shall be required to attend and preter such their claims,

Crause 4.—At the time appointed for any such meeting, the chief
justice, in the presence of the protector and guardian of Slaves, and also
in the presence of the owner or manager, or (upon proof being made to

him, upon oath, of the due service and publication of the before-mentioned
notices, then, if necessary) in the absence of such owner or manager, shall
proceed to hear, in a summary way, what may be alleged by the said pro.
tector and guardian of Slaves, and by the owner, or manager, or other
persons claiming any interest in the Slave proposed to be manumitted; and
in case any of the parties shall refuse to effect any such manumission ; or
if it shall appear to the said chief justice that a valid mauumission of any
such Slave cannot legally be effected by private contract; or that the
owner of any such Siave, or that any person having any charge upon or
interest in him, or her, is a minor, or married woman, or idiot, or lunatic;
or that the real owner of any such Slave, or that any person having any
charge upon, or interest in him or her, is absent from the said island, or js

unknown, or cannot be found; or that any suit or action is depending in
any court of justice in the said island, wherein the title to the said Slave,
or the right to his services is in controversy ; or if it shall appear to the
saidchief justice that any difference of opinion exists between the pro.
tector and guardian of Slaves and the owner of any such Slave, respecting
his or her price or value, then the saidchicf justice shall require the pro-
tector and guardian of Slaves, and the owner or manager of any such Slave,
each to nominate an appraiscr of his or her value: and the said chief
justice shall himself nominate an umpire between such appraisers. And
the said appraisers being first duly sworn before the said chief justice to
make an impartial appraisement, shall, within [ "4 days next
after such their appointment, make a joint valuation of the Slave proposed
to be manumitted; and shall certify such their valuation to the chief justice,
under their hands and seals. And in case such joint certificate shall not
be delivered to the said chief justice within the said term of [ ]
days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner aforesaid,
shall, within the next[ | days, certify his valuation under
his hand and seal to the saidchief justice ; and the valuation to be made in
manner aforesaid, either by the said joint appraisers, or, in their default, by
the said umpire, shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered and
enrolled in the Office of Registry in the said island.

Ciause 5.—Upon payment to the treasurer of the said island of the
appraised value of any such Slave as aforesaid, after making, in the cases
hereinafter particularly mentioned, such deduction therefrom for the ex-
pense of the appraisement as is hereinafter directed, the said treasurer shall
grant to the protector of Slaves a receipt for the moncy so to be received
by him, and such receipt shall be duly enrolled in the office of the secretary
and registrar in the said island, together witha declaration under the hand
and seal of the said chief justice, that the proceedings required by law for
the manumission of the Slave, by or on behalf of whom such money was
paid, had been duly had before him, and thereupon such Slave shall be,
and be deemed and taken to be free to all intents and purposes.

Cuavuse 6.—The money to arise from the manumission of any Slave, by
virtue of the proceedings before mentioned, shall and may be laid out and
invested, under the authority of thechief justice, on the application of any
person or persons interested therein, in the purchase of any other Slave or

Slaves; or if no such application shall be made, then such money shall
remain in the hands of the public treasurer of the said island at interest,
at the rate of[ ‘J per cent per annum, such interest to be borne
by and defrayed outof [ ]; and the Slave or Slaves so to be
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urchased with the saidmoneyas aforesaid, or in case of no such purchase
being made, then the said money in the hands of the said public treasurer,
and the intcrest from time to time accruing thereupon, shall be the property
of the persons who were the proprietors of such manumitted Slave or
Slaves, and shall be held upon, under, and subject to all such and the

same uses, conditions, mortgages, and demands of what nature or kind

soever, as such Slave or Slaves was or were held upon, under, or subject
unto, at such the time of his, her, or their manumission; and the said
treasurer shall hold the said money, and the interest accruing thereupon,
subject to such order as the chief justice of the said colony may, upon a
summary application of anyperson interested therein, see fit to make;
and such principal money and interest shall, by the said treasurer, be paid
and disposed of in pursuance of and obedience to any such order.
Crause 7.—TIn all cases where an appraisementofa Slave shall be made

by reason of the refusal of the owner to effect the manumission, or by
reason of any difference of opinion between the owner and the protector
and guardian respecting the price or value of the Slave, the expenses of
the appraisement shall be borne equally by, and divided between the
owner and the Slave proposed to be manumitted. In all cases where the
appraisement is made by reason of the inability of the owner to effect a
valid manumission by private contract; or by reason of the minority,
coverture, idiotcy, or lunacy of the owner; or by reason of the absence of
the owner or other person having a charge upon the Slave from the island;
or by reason that the owner is unknown, or cannot be found; or by
reason of the pendancy in any courtof justice of any suit wherein the title
of a Slave or the right to his services is in controversy ; then, and in all
such cases, the expenses of the appraisement shall be equally divided
between the Slave proposed to be manumitted and the owner. The portion
of the price to be paid by the owner shall be deducted from the money
arising from the manumission of the Slave, before such investment thereof
as aforesaid.
Ciause 8.—Before the manumission ofany Slave by virtue of any private

contract for that purpose between such Slave and his owner, notice of such
intended manumission shall, by the owner of such Slave, be given in writing
to the protector and guardian of Slaves, who, on behalf of the said Slave,
shall be bound to ascertain that such owner has good right and titlc in the
law, and is competent to effect such manumission; and the said protector
and guardian of Slaves shall also without fee or reward prepare the
proper deed of manumission, and the same shall in all cases be executed in
the presence of the said protector and guardian of Slaves, or of some proper
witness to be by him appointed for that purpose; and being so executed
shall by such protector and guardian of Slaves be enrolled in the office of
the secretary and registrar in the said island, within one calendar month next
after the date and execution thercof; and in case any such deed shall not
be left for enrolment at the said office, within the said period of one
calendar month, the said protector of Slaves shall incur and be liable to
the paymentof a fine not exceeding [ ] nor less than[ ]
sterling.
Cause 9.—In case any such deed of manumission as aforesaid, shall be

executed voluntarily, and without any valuable consideration passing to the
owner or other person effecting such manumission, the Slave so to be manu-
mitted shall, before the actual execution of any such deed, appear before
the said protector and guardian of Slaves, or before the commandant of the
quarter in which such Slave may happen to be resident; and if it shall ap-
pear to the said protector and guardian of Slaves or to the commandant,
as the case may be, that the Slave about to be gratuitously manumitted is
under the age of [ ] years, or above the ageof [ jor is
labouring under any habitual disease or infirmity of mind or body, the
owner or other person about to effect such manumission, shall, at the time
of the execution of the deed of manumission, execute and deliver under
his hand and seal a bond to his Majesty in the penal sum of[
with a condition there underwritten for the defeasance thereof, if the said
Slave shall be properly fed, clothed, and maintained until the age of
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Jycars in the case of infants; or during the term of his or her.
natural life in the case of adults of the age of[ ==] years, or labour.
ing under any such sickness or infirmity as aforesaid ; and no such manu.
mission shall be valid and effectual in the law, or shall be received for
enrolment at the office of registry, until such bond as aforesaid be duly
executed, and registered, and deposited in the said office.
Cause 10.—In the half-yearly returns to be made by the protector and

guardian of Slaves to the governor of the island, shall be includedastate.
ment of the names of all the Slaves manumitted under the authority of this
Act.

Notes upon Heads of a Bill to regulate the proceedingsfor the Manumissionof
Slaves, &c.

THE preceding regulations respecting the manumission of Slaves havegiven rise to a protracted discussion between his Majesty’s government
and the local authorities in Trinidad and Demerara. The progress of
those discussions will be best learned by referring to the printedpapers
which have been laid by his Majesty’s command before both Houses of
Parliament. His Majesty’s government have no intention to recede from
the principles which have been advanced in the course of the official cor.
respondence in question. A particular reference to a despatch to the
lieutenant-governor of Demerara, of the 25th of February, 1826, will pro:
bably diminish, if it does not entirely dispel, the apprehensions which thig
part of the Trinidad Order in Council appears to have excited. .
Nore on Cause 7.—The regulations contained in this clause, for divid.

ing the expenses of the appraisement between the manumitted Slave and
his owner, form an addition to the original Order in Council for Trinidad,and were introduced by the governor’s proclamation to supply a defect
which had been pointed out in the original order.

 

Heads of a Billfor regulating the celebration of Marriages among Slaves, andfor
declaring suck Marriages valid and effectual in the Law,

Crause 1.—-Slaves desirous to intermarry shall be at liberty to applyeither to the protector and guardian of Slavés, or to theassistant-protectorand guardian of Slaves of the parish in which the woman may reside, for amarriage license, producing the consent in writing of their owners ormanagers to the celebration thereof.
Crause 2.—If the owner or manager of both or either of the Slavesshall refuse his consent to the marriage, or shall not give his written per:mission for the celebration thereof, the protector and guardian of Slaves,or the assistant-protector and guardian, shall issue a summons requiringthe owner or manager to appeat before him, at a time and place to be ap-pointed for that purpose; such time not being more than [ ] dis-tant from the time when the application shall be received by such protectorand guardian of Slaves or assistant-protector and guardian of Slaves. Ifthe owner or manager fails to appear, or appearing fails to produce goodproof that the marriage would be injurious to the well being of the Slaves,

the protector and guardian of Slaves, or the assistant-protector andguardian, shall issue a marriage license.
Crause 3.—The licenses are to be issued without fée or reward, autho-rising any clergyman of the Established Church of England and Ireland, orany minister of the Kirk of Scotland, or any priest or curate professing theRoman Catholic religion, or any public teacher of religion within the island,carrying on there no otherprofession, business, or occupation ofprofit, exceptthat of a schoolmaster, to solemnize the marriage ofsuch Slaves, Providedthat no public teacher of religion; not being a clergyman of the Church ofEngland, ora minister of the Kirk ofScotland, or a priest or curate professingthe Roman Catholic religion, shall be go authorized to solemnize any suchmarriage, unless his Majesty’s principal secretary of state, having the depart-mentof the colonies,orthe governor oracting-zoverntoroftheBahama Islands,
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shall grant to such public teacher a written license to celebrate marriages,
nor unless such license has been registered in the office of the protector
and guardian of Slaves, and continues in force at the time of his being so
authorized to solemnize any such marriage.
Crause 4—It shall be lawful for any such clergyman, minister, priest,

curate, or religious teacher, upon receiving any such license, to solemnize
any such marriage, and the marriage when so solemnized shall, to all in-
tents and purposes, be valid, binding, and effectual in the law: Provided,
that no suchmarriage shall confer on any such Slaves or their issue, any
rights inconsistent with the duties which theSlaves owe to their owner, or
to the government, or at variance with those rights which the owner and
the government respectively, are by law entitled to assert over such Slaves
and their progeny.
Crausr 5.—Any person by whom any such marriage may be solemnized by

virtue of any such license as aforesaid, shall, within [ ] days next
after the solemnization thereof, under a penalty of not more than
nor less than [ jtransmit to the protector and guardian of Slaves
at [ } a certificate of the solemnization of the marriage ; and such
protector an guardian ofSlaves shall register in a book, to be kept by him
for that purpose, every marriage which shall be so solemnized with the
date thereof; and the names, descriptions, and places of abode of the
parties contracting, and of the persons solemnizing, every such marriage.
Crause 6.—The Act shall not extend or be construed to render an

marriage between persons in a state of Slavery valid and effectual which
would be illegal or void if such persons were of free condition.
Crause 7.—In his half-yearly returns to the governor, the protector and

guardian of Slaves shall include a statement of the number of licenses
which may have been granted by him in the preceding half year, for the
marriage of any Slaves, with the number of marriages solemnized in pur-
suance thereof.

Note on a Billfor regulating the celebration ofMarriages among Slaves, and for
declaring such Marriages valid and effectual in Law.

Nore on Crause 4.—The provision, that the marriages of Slaves shall
not invest the parties with any rights inconsistent with the duties which
they owe to their proprietors or to the government, was introduced into
the law of Demerara in compliance with the wish of the Court of Policy,
and is an addition to the Trinidad Order in Council.

 

Heads of a Bill for the Suppression of public Markets on Sunday, and for pre-
venting Slaves being compelled to labour on that Day.

Crause 1.—From the time when the Act shall come into operation, all
persons of free condition, who, on any Stinday after the hour of [

jin the forenoon, shall expose goods for sale in any public mar-
ket, or in any shop, house, stall, or booth, or shall buy or sell any such
goods, or attend at any such market, shall be liable to such punishments,
penalties, and forfeitures, as by any law in force witliin the realm of Eng-
land, may be inflicted upon or incurred by any person offending therein in
like manner. If the offence shall be committed by a Slave, such Slave
shall be liable to forfeit the gdods or effects exposed for sale, which may be
selzed by the clerk of the market, or any constable; and such goods shall
be taken on the following day before any justice of the peace, who, upon
view thereof, shall order the same to be sold forthwith, to be applied as
follows, (that is to say), one-third to the informer, and the remainder to such
Pious or charitable purposes as such justice of the peace shall direct.
Cravse 2.—From the time when Sunday markets shall be totally sup-

pressed as after mentioned, the same punishments, penalties, and for-
feitures, shall be inflicted upon, and incurred by, all persons exposing
goods for sale, or buying of selling apy such goods in manner aforesaid, or
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attending at any such market, at whatever part of the day called Sunday,
the offence may be committed.

Crause 3.—It shall be lawful for his Majesty, by an instruction to be
issued to the governorof the Bahama Islands, through one of his principal
secretaries of state, to direct the governor of the Bahama Islands to issue,
in his Majesty’s name, a proclamation for the discontinuance and suppres.
sion of all markets throughout the island on the Sunday; and so soon ag
such proclamation shall have been issued, all Sunday markets shall cease
and be absolutely unlawful. .

Crause 4.—The Act shall not extend to prevent the dressing or selling
meats in inns or victualling-houses, or the sale of fish or milk; provided
that such sale shall not take place in any city, town, or parish, during the
hours appointed and set apart for the celebration of divine service therein,
The Act shall not extend to prevent the sale of medicines during any part
of the Sunday.

Crause 5.—In every city and town throughout the island wherein
markets are by any usage or supposed prescription now holden on Sunday,
markets shall henceforth be holden on [ |; and the
proprietors of any such market places, and all persons resorting thereto, shall
on each [ | have, exercise, and enjoy, the same
rights, in respect of such markets, and shall receive and pay the same tolls
and dues, as have hitherto been exercised, enjoyed, received, or paid by
er to any such persons in respect of any such markets or market places on
unday, .
CLavsE 6.—If any person shall work or employ any Slave between the

hours of ten at night on any Saturday, and sun-rise on any Monday, or
shall, during that period, procure, induce, or compel, any Slave to engage
in any labour for the profit or advantage of his owner, manager, or em-
ployer, the person so offending, shall incur a fine not exceeding [

] nor less than[ .
Cuause 7.—If any person shall hire any Slave to work between the

before-mentioned hours of ten o’clock on Saturday night, and sun-rise on
Monday morning, for wages, or any other consideration, the person so hir-
ing any such Slave shall incur the penalties before mentioned.

Crausz 8.—The preceding rules shall not extend to labour performed by
any Slave on Sunday in the necessary attendance on the person, or in the
family of his owner or employer ; nor to labour performed in the necessary
preservation of the cattle or live stock on any plantation; nor to labour
performed by Slaves as watchmen on any estate; or in nursing or attend-
ance on the sick; or in performing or making preparations for any inter-
ment; or in extinguishing any fire ; or in preventing any irreparable damage
or injury to the property of his owner or employer. Andno Slave so em-
ployed by his owner or employer on Sunday, shall be entitled to any hire
or wages for such services.
Cause 9.—In any case where it shall be absolutely necessary for the

preservation of any crops or produce upon any estate, and for the preven-
tion of essential injury to the same, to employ any Slaves thereupon on the
Sunday, the Act shall not extend to prevent any Slaves from hiring them-
selves cither to their owner or to any other person, to perform such neces-
sary work on that day: Provided that no Slave may be hired by any person
except the owner to perform even such necessary work as aforesaid, on
the Sunday, except with the written consent of the owner; and also pro-
vided that the protector and guardian of Slaves of the island, shall publish
a notice in the public gazette, on the 25th day of December, and the 24th
day of June, or as soon after those days as any such gazette may be pub-
lished in each year, in which notices shall be stated the lowest rate of
wages at which Slaves may, during the half year following each such no-
tice, hire themselves to work for the special purpose betore-mentioned;
and such notices shall state the different rates of wages, according to the
age and sex of the Slaves, and according as they may be field Negroes or
artificers. No hiring of any Slave on the: Sunday for any such special
purpose shall be a legal hiring, or exempted from the penalties of the law,



BAHAMAS. 119

unless such Slave shall actually receive and be paid for his own use and

benefit, wages of not less than the rate so to be fixed by such public

notice.
Cxause 10.—No Slave shall be employed on Sunday in field labour, or

in any of the ordinary works upon the plantation, on the ground that irre-
rable injury would arise from the postponement of such labour, unless

the Slave shall engage in it voluntarily, and shall receive such wages as
before mentioned.

Notes on a Billfor the Suppression of Sunday Markets, andfor preventing Slaves
from labouring on that Day.

Note on Cause 1.—The penalties which it is proposed by the preced-
ing clause No. 1, to inflict upon free persons dealing or attending at any
public market, are the same as are denounced by the law of England
against the sameoffence. In Trinidad the governor is authorized to im-
pose penalties by his proclamation. It is scarcely necessary to observe,
that in a colony where the law of England prevails, this portion of the
Trinidad code could not properly be introduced.
The sameclause however ascertains the punishment when the offence is

committed by Slaves, because this is a case to which the law of England
would be inapplicable.
Nore on Crausr 4.—The permission to sell milk and medicines on the

Sunday, is a relaxation of the rule not to be fouid in express terms in the
Trinidad proclamation, but which is obviously required by the spirit of
the law.
Note on Cuause 5.—As it is not certainly known whether markets may

not have been habitually held in the Bahama Islands on Sunday, upon land
belonging to some private person or corporation, it seems necessary to pro-
yide for the exercise in such market places, on some other day of the week,
of any rights which by practice and usage have hitherto been exercised there
onSunday. It has never been suggested that any such private rights existed
in Trinidad, and therefore the order in council for that island is silent on
the subject.
Note on Crause 6.—The power of employing Slaves until the hour of

ten on Saturday night is an alteration made in consequence of the repre-
sentations received from Trinidad, and a modification of the original order.
Note on Crause 7.—The express prohibition of Slaves hiring them-

selves out to Jabour, was introduced by the proclamation issued in his
Majesty’s name in Trinidad, to explain the supposed ambiguity of the
original order on this subject.
Nore on Crauses 8 anp 9.—The particular occasions on which Slaves

might be employed to labour on the Sunday are specified in this clause in
the terms of the proclamation mentioned in the preceding note, Itis to
be observed that a distinction has been maintained, both in Trinidad and
Demerara, between the occasional and the habitual exigencies of the
lantation. When the necessity of labour on Sunday habitually recurs, as

in the case of labour undertaken for the preservation of the crops, there it
is required that the Slave should receive wages. Where the labour is only
occasional and accidental, as in the case of interments, hurricanes, &c.,
there the Slave is required to work without wages.
These Clauses suppose the existence of such an office as the protector

and guardian of Slaves, it being the wish of his Majesty’s government
that the Bill creating that office should precede the other measures which
are suggested,

 

Heads of a Bill to enable Slaves to acquire Property, and to make Provision for
the safe keeping of such Property by the Establishment of Banksfor Savings.

Crausr 1.—Whereas by the usage of the Bahama Islands persons inastate
of slavery have hitherto been permitted to acquire and enjoy property free
from the control oftheir owners, and it is expedient that such laudable custom
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should be recognised and established by law, therefore be it enacted, &e.,
that no person in the Bahama Islands being ina state of Slavery shall, on
account of such his condition, be or be deemed to be incompetent to pur.
chase, acquire, hold, or alienate property, but every such Slave shall be,
and is hereby declared to be, competent to purchase, acquire, possess,
hold, alienate, and dispose of lands situatedin the Bahama Islands, or money,
cattle, implements or utensils of husbandry, or household furniture, and
other cfiects of such or the like nature, of what value and amount soever,
and to bring, maintain, prosecute, and defend any suit, or action in an
court of justice, for or in respect of any such property as fully and amply
to all intents and purposes, as if he or she wereoffree condition.

Provided that this Act shall not extend to revoke or alter any law now
in force in the Bahama Islands, respecting the manner in which Slaves may
cultivate land for their own advantage. Provided also, that the Act shall
not cxtend to authorize any Slave to acquire or to become the owner of
any fire-arms, gunpowder, or ammunition.

Cravuse 2.—For the better preserving the property of any such Slaves,
banks for savings shall be established within the Bahama Islands, and
interest at the rate of [ ] per cent per annum shall be allowed
upon every sum deposited in any such bank, which interest shall be
charged upon his Majesty’s revenuewithin the island.

Crause 3.—Any Slave making any deposit of money in any such Savings
bank, shall be at liberty to make a declaration of the manner in which,
and of the persons to whom, in the event of his or her death, the amount
of such deposits shall be paid, and such declaration shall be recorded in-a
book to be kept for that purpose at the savings bank where such deposit
may be made; and upon the death of the Slave making such declaration,
the same shall be taken to be the last will of such Slave in the absence of
any other will. In case any Slave shall marry after making any such
declaration, the marriage shall be taken to be a revocation of the declara-tion. Ifany Slave shall die intestate, and without having made any such
declaration remaining unrevoked at the time of his or her death, theproperty of the Slave shall be disposed of in favour of such persons as byvirtue of the statutes of distribution of intestate’s estates, would according
to the law of England be entitled to any such property. —

Crause 4.—The savings banks throughout the island shall be under the
protection and control of the protector and guardian of Slaves, and the
governor of the island shall have authority to appoint such proper officers,and make such necessary rules and regulations as will be best adapted formanaging the business of such banks, and for ensuring order and punc-tuality therein, and for preventing misapplication of any money which maybe theré deposited: Provided that such regulations be not repugnant tothis Act, and that the same be transmitted to England for his Majesty's
approbation.

Crause 5.—No deposit of money shall at any one time, or in any one
week, be received at any bank for savings from any Slave exceeding the
sum of [ ] in the whole, unless at the time of tendering suchdeposit the Slave shall produce the written consent of his owner or manager
to such deposit being made; and if any Slave shall be desirous at any one
time, or in any one week, to make a larger deposit, and the owner shall
refuse his consent, then the protector of Slaves, upon application made to
him for that purpose, shall issue a summons requiring the owner or manager
to appear before him at some particular time and place ; and if the person
being so cited shall not appear, or appearing shall not lay:before the
protector and guardian of Slaves, sufficient cause why the deposit should
not be made, then such protector and guardian of Slaves shall issue an
order in writing, requiring the manager of the savings bank to receive the
amount of the deposit, and the same shall be received by him accordingly.

Crause 6.—In his half yearly returns to the governor, the protector and
guardian of Slaves shall amongst other things state the amount of the sums
of money deposited in any savings banks in the island in the preceding
half year,



BAHAMAS. 121

Notes ona Bill to enable Slaves to acquire Property, and to make Provisionfor the
safe keeping ofsuch Property, by the Establishment ofBanksfor Savings.

Note on Crause 1.—The right of Slaves to acquire property is esta-
blished in the Trinadad order in council in such language as not to permit
aSlave to become himself the owner of other Slaves. If it should be
thought right to make this exception in more direct and explicit terms,
there could be no objection to it.
The Trinidad order in council, as originally drawn, did not make any

exception of the staple commodities of the island in the enumeration of
the kinds of property which a Slave was permitted to acquire. It was
represented by the governor that the colonial law existed, by which a
Slave was prohibited from planting any staple commodities, and he desired
to be informed whether the order in council was to be considered as:
having repealed that law. He was accordingly informed, that in granting
to Slaves the power of acquiring land, the order had not exempted them
from any existing restrictions as to the mode in which land might be
cultivated by persons of their class and condition. The court of policy in
Demerara represented that by the law of that colony, Slaves were not
permitted to sell or barter the staple commodities. It appearing therefore,
that in the one colony the Slaves could not cultivate these articles, and
that in the other they could not sell them, his Majesty's government
deemed it expedient not to claim for the Slaves the abstract and unpro-
fitable right of owning this description of property. It was therefore
admitted that Slaves ought not to be proprietors of sugar, coffee, or cotton.
A similar admission may therefore be made in the Bahama Islands if the
law of that island has already established the same or similar restrictions.
The court of policy urged various objections against permitting a Slave

to bring an action at his own discretion, and they proposed to invest the
protector of Slaves or the master, with a power of deciding, in any particular
case, whether there was sufficient reason for such a proceeding. These
objections so far prevailed that it was agreed to substitute for the enactment
of the Trinidad code a provision, giving to the protector of Slaves a clear
tight to bring or defend any action in respect to the property of the
Slave, and empowering the president of the supreme court of the colony
to direct prosecutions on the application of the Slave. The form in which
these modifications of the law may be best made, still remains to be con-
sidered by the court of policy. A similar alteration may, if necessary, be
introduced in the Bahama Islands. The proper form to be adopted for that
purpose, will be best decided by the law officers of the crown for that island.

 

Heads of a Bill to prevent the Separation of Slaves, being Members of’ the samé
Family by Virtue of any legal Process.

Crausz 1.—In the execution of any judgment, sentence, decree, or
order of any court ofjustice within the Bahama Islands, it shall not be lawful
to seize or sell any Slave having a husband, or wife, or child, under the age
of [ ]years, ora reputed husband, or wife, or child, under that
age, who may be the property of the same persons or person, unless such
husband, and wife, and child, or reputed husband, wife, or child, shall be
sold together, and in one and the same lot, and to the same persons or
person. —

Ifin the execution of any such judgment, sentence, decrec, or order,
any Slave or Slaves, shall be sold separate or apart from any such husband,
or wife, or child, or reputed husband, or wife, or child, as aforesaid, such
sale and execution shall be absolutely null and void in the law to all
intents and purposes.
Cause 2.—If the provost marshal, or his deputies, or any other executive

officer making any levy upon Slaves under any writ of execution or judical
process, shall be unable to ascertain whether any Slave on which he may so
levy has or has not a husband, or wife, or reputed husband, or wife, or child
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under the age of [ ] years, belonging te the same owner, it shallbe
the duty of such provost marshal or other officer, to make a special return of
any such circumstance to the court, out of which the execution has issued, and
the court shall thereupon direct a copy ofsuch return to be transmitted to the
protector and guardian of Slaves; and upon hearing what may be alleged by
such protector and guardian, and by the several parties in any such action,
cause, suit, or proceeding, the court shall decide whether the Slave go
seized hath or hath not any husband, or wife, or reputed husband, or wife,
or child, under such age as aforesaid, belonging to the said persons or
person; and such court shall make a rule upon such provost marshal or
other officer requiring him either to proceed to the sale of the single Slave
or not, as the case may require.

Note on a Bill to prevent the Separation of Slaves being Members of the same
Family, by Virtue ofany legal Process,

Crausz 2.—This clause is adopted from the Act of the court of policy of
Demerara. There is an obvious convenience in enabling the officer of
the court to refer to some higher authority the decision of the question of
fact, whenever a doubt arises whether a Slave has any connexion from
which such Slave cannot legally be separated. Butit seems more con-
sistent with the spirit of English law, to refer this question to the decision
of the court from which the process issues, than to leave it, as in Demerara,
to the arbitrament of the protector of Slaves. He would be entitled to be
heard on behalf of the Slave, but could not, with propriety, be intrusted
with the determination of the question of private right.

Heads of a Billfor preventing Abuses in the Punishment of Slaves, whether such
Punishment ts tmflicted in due course of Law, or by the Authority of the Master.

Cause 1.—In all prosecutions which may be commenced in any court
of justice in the island, wherein a Slave may be charged with any offence
punishable by death or transportation, the same notice is to be given to the
protector and guardian of Slaves of such prosecution, as according to the
aw of the island, would be given to the Slave if he were of free condition;
and the protector and guardian of Slaves is required to attend at the trial
and other proceedings in every such prosecution as the protector of such
Slave, and on his behalf, and to act therein in such manner as may be most
conducive to the benefit of the Slave.
The protector and guardian of Slaves shall be allowed on all such trials

and proceedings to act for the benefit of the Slaves, in the same manner as
by the law of the island any counsel or attorney at law may upon similar
occasion act for the benefit of any person of free condition.

Crause 2.—It shall be illegal tor any person within the Bahama Islands,
to carry any whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature while
superintending the labour of any Slaves in or upon the fields, or cane
pieces upon any plantation; or to use any such whip, cat, or other instru-
ment of thelike nature for the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave
to perform labour of any kind whatsoever; or to carry or exhibit upon any
plantation or elsewhere any such whip, &c., as an emblem of the authority
of the person so carrying the same over any Slaves or Slave. And any
person offending against this rule, or directing, instigating, or abetting in
any such illegal driving, or use, or exhibition of any such whip, &c., shall
be guilty of a misdemeanour.

Cxavsg 3.—It shall be unlawful for any person to inflict in any one day
upon any male Slave, for any offence, upon any ground, or for any reason
whatever, any number of lashes exceeding [ | in the whole; or to
inflict upon any such male Slave any punishinent by the whipping or beat-
ing of his person, unless the person of such Slave shall, at the time of such
punishment, be free from any laceration occasioned by any former whipping
or beating; or to inflict upon any male Slave any punishment by the
whipping or beating of his person until twenty-four hours at the least shall
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have elapsed from the time of the commission of the offence in respect of
which any such punishment may be inflicted; or to inflict upon any male
Slave any such punishment, unless one person of free condition shall be
resent. at and witness the infliction of the whole of such punishment, other

than the person by whom or by whose authority the punishment may be
inflicted. Persons offending against any of these rules, or directing,
instigating, or abetting any such illegal punishment of any male Slave,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.
Cause 4.—The preceding rules are not to extend to any punishments

which may be inflicted on any Slave under the judgment of an y courtof
competentjurisdiction.
Crause 5.—It shall not be lawful to punish by whipping, any female

Slave for any offence committed, or alleged to be committed, by her.
And any person offending against this rule, or directing, instigating, or
abetting in any such punishment, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour. ;
‘CLause 6.—The preceding clause does not extend to prevent the

owner of any female Slave, under the age of [ ] years from causing
her to be punished and corrected for any fault or misconduct by her com-
mitted, in the same manner, and in the same extent as any child of free
condition may be and usually is punished in any school for the education
of youth in the island.
Ciause 7.—Crimes which may hereafter be committed by female Slaves,

and which were heretofore punishable by flogging, shall hereafter be
punished at the discretion of the court of justice, or the owner or manager
directing such punishment, in one or the other of the following modes :—
that is to say ;—First, by solitary confinement, with or without work, in
any proper place for that purpose on the estate, provided that no such
place of confinement shall be used for any such purpose, unless and until
some practitioner of medicine in the island, and the protector and guardian,
or the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves of the parish where the
same is situate, shall have signeda certificate in writing, approving such
lace of confinement, which certificate shall be transmitted to and

deposited in the office of the protector and guardian of Slaves; and also
provided that no such solitary confinement shall be continued more than

|| forany one offence, and that no Slave shall be subjected to
punishment by solitary confinement more than[ jin any one calendar
month.—Secondly ;—By field stocks or confinement of the hands during
the hours of labour in the field, provided that the period of confinement
shall not at any one time exceed [ | and shall not be repeated a
second time until [ }.—Thirdly ;—House stocks for the hands and
feet, or either of them, with or without seats, during any period of the
day, provided that the period of confinement shall not exceed [
for any one offence, and that no such punishment shall be repeated twice
within the period of [ ].—Fourthly ;—Bed stocks for the confinement
of the feet during the night, provided that no such punishment shall be
repeated within the period of[ }.—Fifthly ;—Distinguishing dresses,
to be used either with or without the stocks, provided that such punish-
ment be not continued more than[ ‘| for any one offence, and that
the same be not repeated within [ |.— Sixthly ;—Confinement either
solitary or otherwise, during one of the hours of noon, with or without
work, during such confinement, provided that no such punishment be
repeated within the period of [ ].
Ciause 8.—Any person repeating any such punishment as aforesaid at

an earlier period than is hereby allowed, or continuing any such punish-
ment beyond the period prescribed for that purpose, or placing any Slave
in solitary confinement in any place which hath not been approved in
manner aforesaid, within [ | next preceding such confinement, or
using any stocks for the purpose of punishment in such a manner as to
affect the health of the Slave confined therein, or as to inflict any

permanent injury on her person, or who shall not supply the Slave under-
going such punishment, when the same shall continue for more than twelve

ours, with a proper quantity of prepared farinaccous food and witha
proper supply of water, or who shall punish any woman known, or
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supposed by him to be pregnant, by solitary confinement, or by any stocks
applied in such a manner as to produce the risk of miscarriage shall be
guilty of a misdemeanour. .

Crause 9.—In any case in which a male Slave is now by law punish.
able with flogging, it shall be lawful for his owner or employer, or for any
court of justice, or justice of the peace, having jurisdiction therein, to
substitute for such flogging any one of the punishments beforementioned ;
provided that the conditions and regulations aforesaid, so far as they are
applicable to the case of male Slaves, be duly observed.
Crause 10.—None of the before-mentioned punishments shall be jp.

flicted on any Slave by the authority of the owner or employer, until
twenty-four hours at the least have elapsed from the time of the commis.
sion of the offence for which any such punishment may be so inflicted ;
nor unless one person of free condition shall be present at and witness the
infliction of such punishment.

Crause 11.—Every person having charge of a task or working gang of
Slaves exceeding[ jin number, and every owner of,
or other person having the direction of, any plantation or estate within the
colony, shall keep a book te be called “ the Punishment Record Book.”
And it shall be the duty of such owner or other person to enter and record
in the said book, at or immediately after the time of infliction, of any pu-
nishment whatever on any female Slave hereby authorized, or on any
male Slave who may be punished in any one day with any number of
stripes exceeding J, or who shall receive any other
kind of punishment hereby authorized, a statement of the nature and par-
ticulars of the offence, for or with respect of which such punishment may
be inflicted, and of the time at which and the place where the offence was
committed, and of the time at which and the place where such punishment
was inflicted, and of the nature, extent, and particulars of the punishment:
and, in the cases of male Slaves, of the number of stripes actually inflicted
upon the offender, together with the names of the persons by whom, and
by the authority of whom, the punishment was inflicted, and of the per-
sons of free condition present and attending at the infliction of every such
punishment. Any person neglecting to make such entries in the punish-
ment record book, or not making such entry within[
after the intliction of the punishment, shall incur a penalty not exceeding

J nor less than [ J. Persons wilfully
or fraudulently making a false entry or erasure in’ any such book, or
burning, destroying, cancelling, or obliterating the same, shall beguilty
of a misdemeanour.

Cravsz 12,—Every person required to keep a punishment record book
shall, on the first Monday next following the 5th of April, 24th of June,
29th September, and 25th of December in each year, repair to the as-
sistant protector and guardian of Slaves, of the parish in which he may
dwell, and produce before him transcripts of every entry which, during the
preceding quarter of a year, may have been made in his punishment record
book, and shall take the following oath, which such assistant protector and
guardian of Slaves is authorized to administer :—I, A. B., the owner
(or manager, as the case may be) of the estate or plantation called

, in the parish of , in the
island of » do makeoath and say that the writing here-
unto annexed contains a true and exact copy of every entry which, since
the da Jast, hath been made in the
punishment record book of the before-mentioned plantation; and I do
further swear that the said punishment record book hath been punctually
and accurately kept since the said day of ,
in the manner by law required, and that no fraudulent erasure or false
entry hath been made therein by me, or by any person by my procure-
ment, or with my knowledge or consent.”
_Ciause 13.—If any owner or manager shall not, since the time ofmaking

his last preceding return, have inflicted any punishment required by law
to be recorded, then, instead of the before-mentioned oath, he shall take
and subscribe before the assistant protector and. guardian of Slaves of the
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arish in which he may be resident, the following oath ;—viz: “I, A. B.
do swear, that since the day of , now last past, no punish-
ment hath been inflicted by me, or by my order, or with my knowledge, on
any Slave belonging or attached to the plantation called >

situate in the parish of , whereof I am owner (or manager

as the case may be) excepting punishments inflicted on male Slaves not

exceeding three lashes; and I further swear that no entry of any such
punishment hath since the day of , been made

in the punishment record book of the said plantation.—So help me God.”

Crause 14.—[ || at the least before the time ofmaking
any such returns, the assistant protector of Slaves of each parish within
the island, shall transmit to the owner or manager of every plantation
situate within such parish, a printed blank form of the before-mentioned
affidavits, with a notice of the time and place at which he will attend for

the purpose of receiving the returns, and administering the oaths aforesaid.

And every such assistant protector of Slaves shall attend from day to day
for [ successive days for the before-mentioned purposes ;

andif it should be made to appear to any such assistant protector and

guardian, by the certificate of any medical practitioner, that any person

liable to make such return is rendered incapable by sickness of attending
for that purpose, then such assistant protector and guardian shall attend
any such person at their place of abode for the purpose of receiving their

returns and taking the affidavits before mentioned.

Ciause 15.—Any person refusing or neglecting to make any return, or

to take the oaths required by this law, shall incur a fine at the discretion
of the court not exceeding [ } nor less than [ .

Any quaker liable to make any such returns, may make the same upon his
solemn affirmation,
Ciause 16.—The assistant protector and guardian of Slaves of each

parish, is to transmit to the protector and guardian of Slaves at his office
in [ | the whole of the returns made to him with the
original affidavits thereto annexed, within [ } next after
such quarterly returns are complete. If any such assistant protector and
guardian of Slaves shall himself be the owner or manager of any plantation,
he shall, with the returns, deliver to the protector and guardian of Slaves

a transcript of the entries in his own punishment record book, for the last
preceding quarter of a year, with an affidavit sworn before one of the
justices of the Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, in the manner
and form before mentioned, under the same penalties as are imposed on
other persons neglecting to make the returns or to take the oaths aforesaid;
provided however, that such assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves
may make such returns of the punishments inflicted on their own Slaves
twice only in each year, if they shall think proper so to do.
Cause 17.—The protector and guardian of Slaves is to record, in books

to be kept by him for that purpose, the whole of the returns so to be made
to him, preserving in his office the originals of such returns and affidavits.
A distinct book shall be kept for each parish, and in those books the
returns shall be transcribed in alphabetical order, according to the names
of the plantations, and full and exact indices shall be made to such
ooks,
Crause 18.—On the prosecution of the owner or manager ofa plantation

for inflicting on any Slave any illegal punishment, if the Slave is produced

in open court, and if the traces of a recent flogging shall appear on the
person of such Slave, and if the Slave shall, in open court, declare such
traces to be the consequences of any unlawful punishment, or correction,
and being duly examined by the court, shall makea particular, consistent,
and probable statement of all the circumstances attendant on such unlaw-
ful punishment, then, although such Slave should not be a competent
witness, the owner or manager should be bound to prove either that the
punishment, of which the traces are apparent, was not inflicted by him,
or by his procurement, or with his knowledge or consent, or that the

punishment was a lawful punishment, within the meaning of this Act; and
was inflicted in the presence of one witness, of free condition, as is hereby
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required ; in default of such proof, such owner or manager, is to be con.
victed and judged guilty of the offence imported to him ; No such prosecu.
tion shall be discontinued except in obedience to a written order, issued
for that purpose by the governor under his hand and seal.
Cause 19.—Persons guilty of swearing falsely, or being quakers, of

makinga false affirmation under this Act, shall suffer such punishment as
by the law of the Bahama Islands may be inflicted on any persons guilty
of wilful and corrupt perjury.
Crause 20.—Any person convicted of any misdemeanour under this Act,

shall, if of free condition, become liable to a fine not exceeding [
] nor less than [ J or to imprisonment for an

time not exceeding [ } nor less than [
or both to fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the court before
which such conviction may take place. If the offender is a Slave, such
Slave shall be punished by imprisonment and hard labour for any time
not exceeding | at the discretion of the court ‘before
which the conviction may take place.

Ciause 21.—In case any person shall be convicted of cruelty to any
Slave, the court may at their discretion declare the right and interest of
the person so convicted in, and to any such Slave, to be absolutely forfeited
to his Majesty.

Crause 22.—If any person shall be twice convicted of inflicting upon
any Slave, any cruel and unlawful punishment, the person so convicted,
shall, in addition to the penalties before mentioned, be declared by the
court before which such second conviction may take place, absolutely
incapable in the law to be the owner or proprictor, or to act as the
manager, overseer, or superintendent of any Slave or Slaves within the
island ; and all Slaves of which any such person may at the time of such
conviction be the owner or proprietor, and all the right and interest ofany
such person in any such Slaves, shall thenceforth be absolutely forfeited
to his Majesty.
Cause 23.—No forfeiture to his Majesty of any Slave, or of any right

or interest in any Slave, shall in any way diminish, affect, or take away the
right or interest of any person in, or to such Slave, except the person upon
the conviction of whom any such forfeiture may be incurred.

Crausr 24.—-Whenever any such forfeiture as aforesaid shall accrue to
his Majesty, it shall not be carried into effect by the actual seizure or sale
of the forfeited property, until all the particulars and circumstances of the
case shall have been reported to his Majesty, through one of the secretaries
of state, and his Majesty’s pleasure shall have been signified thereupon;
but, pending such reference, the forfeited property shall remain vested in
his Majesty, subject to be divested if his Majesty shall be graciously
pleased to remit the forfeiture.
Cause 25.—The protector and guardian of Slaves in his halfyearly

returns to the governor, shall state the particulars of all the returns which,
by virtue of this Act, may have been made to him in the preceding half
year by the assistant protectors and guardians of Slaves within the several
parishes of the island, and the names of the persons, if any, against whom
he may in the preceding halfyear have instituted any criminal prosecutions
under this Act.

Notes on a Billfor preventing Abuses in the Punishment of Slaves.

Norte on Crausz 1.—As the rules of English law exclude all persons
from acting in criminal proceedings on behalf of the accused party, excepthis counsel and attornies, it is necessary to sanction, by express enactment,
the interposition of the protector and guardian.

In Demerara the attendance of the protector of Slaves on all prosecutions
has been dispensed with, because that duty would not be compatible with
the due discharge of the functions of the same officer as fiscal, and though
now separated, those offices were at first held Ly the same individual. In
the Bahama Islands the same reason will not apply, and therefore the same
provision is there unnecessary.
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Note on Crause 6.—This explanatory clause was introduced in Tri-
nidad, in deference to the wishes of the inhabitants, although it might seem
almost superfluous to declare that the law had no reference to domestic
discipline in the case of young children,
Nore on Ciause 7.—The enumeration here made of the punishments

which may be inflicted on females, is taken from the proclamation ef the
Governor of Trinidad of the 23d of June 1824. That proclamation, how-
ever, not having defined what intervaloftime shall intervene between suc-
cessive punishments, it is necessary to supply the omission, otherwise ill-
disposed persons might, under colour of law, inflict punishments of extreme
severity, mercly by the frequent and early repetition of the same punish-
ment. The punishment of females by suspending marks from the neck,
and the use of hand-cuffs are omitted, because they are scarcely suscep-
tible of any previous definition sufficiently accurate to prevent abuses.
Nore on Crause 9.—This enactment was introduced into the Proclama-

tion of Trinidad, because some proprietors in that island desired to have
distinctly ascertained, that the punishments to be inflicted on females,
might legally be applied to the case of male offenders. If experience
should prove their eiticacy in the one case, it was supposed that they might
be equally effectual in the other. ,
Nots on Crause 11.—Persons having a working gang of six Slaves, as

well as the owners of plantations, are required by the law of Demerara, to
keepa record of punishments. This appears to be an improvement on the
Trinidad Order.
Nore on Crause, 16.—The assistant protector and guardian of Slaves was

permitted in Trinidad, to make his own returns, once in each half year,
instead of making them in each quarter, because his personal attendance be-
ing necessary for that purpose, more frequent returns would have subjected
him to serious, inconvenience.
Nors on Cuiause 18.—This Clause, which, in certain cases, raisesa pre-

sumption of guilt against the owner or manager, does not appear in the Act
of the Court of Policy of Demerara. In that colony, such an enactment
would be superfluous, if, as is stated, a Slave is in all cases admissible as
a Witness under the ancient Dutch Jaws. It would of course be needless
to resort to presumptions, when direct legal proof could be adduced.
Note on Ciause 23.—The express declaration, that the forfeiture was

not to extend beyond the interest which the party convicted might have
inthe Slave, was introduced at Trinidad in deference to the wishes of the
inhabitants; and although such adcclaration may appear superfluous, yet it
seems most prudent to avoid every possibility of doubt upon a subject so
important.
Nore on Crause 24.—The suspension of the forfeiture, so far as respects

the actual sale of the forfeited Slaves, until his Majesty’s pleasure can be
known, was introduced in Trinidad, to quiet the apprehensions which the
law had there excited. There can be no objection to extending a similar
modication to the Bahama Islands, but of course the right of the Crown to
the forfeited Slaves must be preserved inviolate, although the exercise of
that right be suspended during the reference to England.

 

No. 4.

My Lorp, New Providence, Bahamas, 29th August, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your Lordship's
despatch, dated 21st May last, enclosing certain papers, containing
the measures in the Trinidad order in council, classed under eight
separate heads, with your Lordship’s official correspondence on the
subject with the Governor of Trinidad, and the Lieutenant-governor of
Demerara.

I shall make, without delay, a confidential communication on this subject
to the law officers of the crown within this government; and with a view
tocarry into effect the wishes of his Majesty’s government, I have
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issued a proclamation, proroguing the Assembly tothe 10th day of October
next, then to meet for the despatch of business.

Ihave, &c.,
(Signed) W. VESEY MUNNINGS,

The Right Honourable Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e, &e. &e.

 

No. 5.

My Lorp, New Providence, Bahamas, 1st November, 1826,
I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of your Lordship, that

the General Assembly of these Islands met on the 10th instant, and|
enclose a copy of my speech at the opening of the Session, of the
address of the council, and of the House of Assembly, and of my answer
thereto.

Having, agreeably to your Lordship’s instructions, caused eight Bills to
be prepared, embracing the measures contained in the Trinidad order
in council, I sent to the assemblya message, of which I enclose a
copy.
‘On the following day, leave was given to the Attorney-General, on

motion, to bring in these Bills, and having been read the first time, they
were referred to a committee of the whole House.
The House, this day, in committee on the above Bills, recommended

to the House to refer the several eight Bills to a select committee, to re-
port separatcly thereon, as to the expediency thereof, and the practica.
bility of adopting them or any of them, or any part or parts thereof, within
the colony; and the said resolution being read a second time, was, upon
the question put thereupon, agreed to by the House.

I cannot, at present, state what will be the result of the deliberations of
the House, but I will not fail to give as early information as possible to
your Lordship, keeping in view the directions contained in your Lordship’s
despatch, of the 2lst of May last.

Ihave, &c.,
(Signed) W. VESEY MUNNINGS,

The Right Honourable Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &e.

 

Speech of the Acting Governor tothe Legislature, on the opening of the Session

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

MAJOR GENERAL Grant being still absent, it has again become my
duty (and it is a duty which I have much pleasure in performing,) to meet
you in general assembly.
As the melioration of the condition of the Slave population, is a matter

of the highest importance to us all, I avail myselfof the earliest opportunity
to communicate to you the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords
in the last session of Parliament, with the resolutions of the House of
Commons in May 1823. The concurrence of this august body in these

_resolutions, will necessarily operate upon our judgment with stronger
effect, when we consider that it was given after an interval of twoyears,
during which the question had undergone repeated discussions.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentleman of the House ofAssembly,
I have directed the usual estimate and accounts to be laid before you,and IT rely on your accustomed liberality for making provision for the

exigencies of the colony; for although in consequence of a diversity of
opinion which existed as to the construction of the Act of Parliament for
the regulating the trade of the British possessions abroad, the commerce of
the colony was for atime impeded, the duties collected on the imports
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and exports during the year, will, Lhope, be found to exceed the average

amount of three preceding years.

Gentlemen of the Council,

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen f the House ofAssembly,

During the progress of the session, I shall take occasion to make known
to you more fully, the provisions which must be contained in those laws
which may be framed for carrying substantially into effect the resolutions
ofthe two Houses of Parliament; and in the meantime I assure you, that
his Majesty will feel a lively interest in the result of your deliberations,
and not being disposed to anticipate a continued rejection of the enact-
ments so anxiously looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and by every
class of society in the kingdom, his Majesty trusts to your good sense
and feeling for the completion of those measures which you have so
earnestly been invited to adopt.
Having called you together somewhat earlier than usual, if the session

shall not be unavoidably protracted beyond the ordinary period of its
duration (and ifI can in any degree facilitate your labours I shall most
willingly do so), such members of your Honourable Board and Honourable
House as reside on the out islands, will be enabled to return to their estates
at the time when their presence is more immediately necessary.

(Signed) W. VESEY MUNNINGS,
Council Chambers, 10th October, 1826.

 

To His Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, President and
Commander-in-chief in and over the said Islands, and of the
Garrisons there, or that may be sent thither, Chancellor, Vice-
Admiral, and Ordinary of the same.

Tue AppREss or THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE Banama IsLanps.

May it please Your Honour,
We his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council of

the Bahama Islands, beg leave to offer your Honour our best thanks for your
speech at the opening of the session.

In the absence of our worthy governor, we are happy that the adminis-
tration of the government still continues to remain in the hands of your
Honour.

Sensible of the intense interest which has manifested itself in the mother
country on the subject of the melioration of Slavery, and desirous to meet
the wishes expressed in the resolutions of both Houses of Parliament there-
on, keeping in view the peculiar local state of this colony, we trust your
Honour will believe our best endeavours will not be wanting to co-operate,
by every means in our power, with the other branches of the legislature, in
all such measures as may tend to promote the advantage and prosperity of the
Bahama Islands; and when your Honour is pleased to lay before us your
further communications on the subject, we shall give them our most earnest
consideration.
Not anticipating any protraction of the session, beyond the ordinary

period of its duration, we trust it will terminate as well to the satisfaction
of his Majesty’s government, as to the inhabitants of this colony: and we
entertain no doubt whatever of your Honour’s co-operation and sincere

disposition, which we have at all times experienced during your Honour’s
administration, to facilitate the weighty affairs committed to our charge,
as well as to promote the interest. and welfare of the government under
your command.

By order of the Board, .
; (Signed) P. BROWN, President.

Council Chamber, 12th October, 1826.
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Itis Honour tue Presivent’s ANSwen.

Gentlemen of the Council,
I beg you will accept my sinccre thanks for your dutiful and loyal

address,
The promise which you have been pleased to make, to co-operate with

the other branches of the legislature, in the melioration of the condition of
the Slave population, and in promoting the prosperity of the colony,
affords me the highest satisfaction; and knowing, from experience, the
value of your aid and assistance, I shall enter with greater contidence
upon the important business of the session.

(Signed) W. VESEY MUNNINGS,

 

To his Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esq., President and
Commander-in-chief of the Bahama Islands, Chancellor, Vice.
admiral, and Ordinary of the same, &c. &c. &c.

Tue Honovurante Appress oF THE House or ASsEMBLY.

May it please your Honour,
WE his Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the House of Assembly of

the Bahama Islands, beg leave to return your Honour our thanks for your
speech at the opening of the present session.
The duty of again meeting us in general assembly, in consequence of the

absence of our much lamented governor, having devolved upon your Honour,
the House feel confident that your Honour’s adininistration will be directed
to promote the welfare of the colony.
The melioration of the condition of the Slave population being con.

sidered by his Majesty’s government as a matter of the highest importance,
in relation to the interests of the West Indies generally, we beg your
Honour to be persuaded that we are sincerely disposed to give the subject
all that grave attention and consideration which its importance requires,
When the estimates and accounts are laid before us, your Honour may

be assured that we will endeavour to make as liberal” provision for the
exigencies of the colony, as is consistent with the means and abilities of
our constituents; and we are happy to learn from your Honour, that the
duties on imports and exports are likely to be found to exceed, in this
year, the average amount of those of the three preceding years.
We beg leave to assure your Honour, that whatever communications you

may be pleased to lay before us shall meet with the most respectful
attention.
With every reliance on the promptitude of your Honour's attention to

the duties that may devolve upon your Honour during the session, and
your ready disposition to co-operate in every measure conducive to the
benefit of the colony, we request your Honour to be assured that a like
disposition exists on our part to attend to the true interest of the colony,
and we trust that the present Session of Assembly will not be protracted
beyond the usual period.

(Signed) LEWIS KERR, Speaker.
House of Assembly, 11th October, 1826.

 

His Honour ruse Presipenr’s ANSWER.

Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
I RETURN you my best thanks for your loyal and dutiful address.
The assurance which you give, that the melioration of the condition of

the Slave population shall receive the grave attention and consideration of
the House, leads me to expect the happiest results from your deliberation=,
because the measures recommended by his Majesty’s government will, °
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Ltrust, be found to be more worthy of adoption in proportion as they may
he more attentively considered and discussed.

(Signed) W. VESEY MUNNINGS.
President's House, 12th October, 1826.

MessacE FroM His Honour THe Presipenr To THs House or Assematy.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
With reference to my speech at the opening of the session, I now take

occasion to inform your honourable House, that Earl Bathurst in his Lord-

ship's despatch to me, of 13th March, 1826, states, that when his Lordship
communicated to Major General Grant, the resolutions of the House of
Commons in 1823, his Lordship had instructed him to bring under the con-

sideration of the Council and Assembly of the Bahamas, some of the
measures which his Majesty’s government recommended for improving the

condition of the Slave population ; that in 1824, an Act had been passed
consolidating the Slave laws,and adding to them some beneficial provisions,
but executing only an inconsiderable portion of what had been recom-
mended; that his Lordship afterwards communicated to Major General
Grant, a copy of the Trinidad order in council, containing, with the others,

the further measures which his Majesty’s government considered it to be
their duty to propose for carrying into effect in his Majesty's colonies, the
resolutions of the House of Commons. That the measures recommended in

these communications, provided, First, for the improvement of the Slave

population; Secondly, for the manumission of Slaves on such principles
as would give to the Slaves, on the one hand, the means of acquiring their
freedom, or that of their families; and on the other hand, secure to the

planter, by an equitable appraisement, a full indemnification for the loss
which he might experience by their manumission. That Major General
Grant had laid before you this order, that you might proceed in such man-
neras might appear to you advisable, for taking under your consideration all
those several measures, which, under his Lordship’s directions, had been

further pressed uponyou attention; but that his Lordship had not been
informed that you had made any progress in them. Upon this point, I beg
to apprize the House, that the copy of the Act ofthe last session, for amend-
ing the Consolidated Slave Act, and to which I did not fecl myself at liberty
to assent, had not at that time been received by his Lordship. In the same
despatch his Lordship informs me, that in order to enable me to bring the
whole subject under your consideration in a more distinct shape, his Lord-
shipwould take an early opportunity of sending out to me all the measures
contained in the order of council, classed under separate heads, and
accompanied with such explanations as might be necessary, with a view of
placing in a clearer light the effect of some of those provisions which his
Lordship had reason to believe, had been misunderstood. That on the
receipt of this communication, I should take the proper steps for having
Bills drawn up for carrying those measures severally into effect, in such
manner as might be most conformable to the existing laws of the colony;
and that when the Bills. had been prepared, 1 should cause them to be
brought under your consideration; so that (being in full possession of all
which his Majesty’s government contemplated for carrying into effect the
resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament) you might have them sepa-
rately before you, and either pass them in the shape in which they will be
introduced, or make such amendments or modifications of their provisions,

as you may deem expedient.
With a subsequent despatch Earl Bathurst transmitted to me all the

measures contained in the Trinidad order in council, classed under separate
heads relating to the eight following subjects.—First, The office ofprotector

and guardian of Slaves. Secondly, The admission of the evidence of Slaves,
in civil and criminal cases. Thirdly, The manumission of Slaves. Fourthly,

The intermarriage of Slaves. Fifthly, The observance of Sunday, and the
abolition of public markets on that day. Sixthly, The acquisition of pro-
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petty by Slaves, and the establishment of savings banks for the better pro-
tection of it. Seventhly, The separation of families under judicialprocess,
And, Eighthly, The punishment of Slaves, with the record to be kept of
such punishments when inflicted by the authority of the owner.

In this despatch his Lordship directs, that when I had adjusted the
shape in which these measures could be most properly brought forward, ]
should take the most convenient method in my powcr for introducing them
to the consideration of the Legislative Council and Assembly.
Having caused Bills to be prepared by the Attorney-General and Solj.

citor-General, embracing the foregoing points, and being desirous ofpro-
ceeding with every regard to your constitutional privileges, I have re.
quested them to move for leave to bring these Bills before your honourable
House. You will, I am confident, give to these Bills the most attentiye
consideration: some of them, such as the Slave Evidence Bill, and the
Slave Guardian Bill, may seem to be more important than the others, but
they will all, I trust, be found to contain such provisions only as are
necessary and proper; and I cannot avoid observing that one of them, the
Slave Manumission Bill, appears to me to be of such primary and essential
importance, that without its adoption, or the establishment of some such
operative principle as is contained in this Bill, the end and object con-
templated by the resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament can never
be substantially effected.

(Signed) |WILLIAM VESEY MUNNINGS.
President's House, Nassau, 11th October, 1826.

No. 6.

My Lorp, New Providence, Bahamas, 8th January, 1827,

REFERRING to my despatch to your Lordship of the Ist of November
last, I have now the honour to enclose for the information of your
Lordship, copies of eight several Bills, (enclosures No. 1 to No. 8.) contain.
ing the measures embraced in the Trinidad Order in Council, brought by
the Attorney-General, before the House of Assembly of these Islands,
during the last session.

I regret that it is not in my power to transmit by this opportunity the
Report of the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General, on the form and
structure of these Bills; but in the absence of that document, I have still
deemed it proper to make your Lordship acquainted with the measures
which were subsequently adopted by the House.
These Bills, after they had been referred to a select Committee, were

rejected by the House, and the reasons assigned will appear at length in
the Report herein enclosed of the 14th ofNovember last, (enclosure No. 9.)
The Committee, however, recommended that a Bill should be brought in

to amend ‘the Consolidated Slave Act, and pointed out the Clauses which
such Bill should contain.

In pursuance of the recommendation of the Committee, a Bill was after-
wards brought in to amend the.Consolidated Slave Act, which after various
amendments, was passed by the House and the Council, and assented to
by myself, in the form in which it will appear to your Lordship in the en-
closure herein, marked No. 10.
No Protector of Slaves is appointed by this Act, and I must leave this

omission to rest upon the reasons assigned in the Report of the Committee,
after adding that in the two most populous islands in this government,
New Providence and the Turk’s Islands, the residence of the Governor,
Judges, Attorney-General, and Police Magistrate at the former; and of
the Police Magistrate and other Justices of the Peace at the Turks Islands,
will, I trust, at all times prevent any injury done to a Slave, from passing
unnoticed and unredressed.
To what extent provision has been made for the other measures con-

tained in the Trinidad Order in Council; (namely, The punishment of
Slaves—the evidence of Slaves,—the marriages of Slaves—separation of
Families—abolition of Sunday Markets—property of Slaves, (including
chests of deposit with theReceiver-General and Treasurer—and manumis-
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sion of Slaves) will appear to your Lordship upon reference to the Act,

the marginal abstract of which I have, I hope, made so full, as to comprise

clearly the substance ofthe Act. It will, I trust, afford satisfaction to your

Lordship, that by the provisions of this Act, all sales, bequests, and con-

veyances, for the purpose of separating families, contrary to the Act of 4th

George IV. cap. 6., are declared to be null and void, and that all manu-

missions are still held to bevalid, notwithstanding the incapacity for labour

of the person manumitted, from sickness, age, or infirmity; the manumittor,

however, in such case remaining liable for the maintenance and comfort of

the manunitted person.
The abolition of the Sunday market, is, in my opinion, sufficiently com-

lete ; the noise, confusion, and dissipation, which prevailed at the Sunday
markets at the more populous Islands of the West Indies, never took place
in the market of Nassau. Your Lordship will, however, perceive that the

labour of Slaves on Sundays is not prohibited, although the Committee

recommended the introduction of such a clause.
The omission may have arisen from this circumstance, that the labour of

Slaves on Sundays, has never been enacted in this colony, except in the
case of domestic servants, and I remember, that so long since as the year
1804, an indictment was preferred in the General Court, against a planter
at Long Island, for employing his Slaves in the field on Sunday.

It will not escape your Lordship’s observation, that the punishment of
females by flogging is still continued, with this qualification, however, that

the presence of male persons, except the owner and person inflicting the
punishment, isprohibited, ;

In that part of the Bill which relates to the manumission of Slaves, I am
sorry that the 51st section has been introduced, preventing the manumission
of children under the age of fourteen years, without the consent of the
owner. And as regards the evidence of Slaves, as clergymen only can give
certificates of competency, those Slaves only can obtain them who are
living at New Providence and the Turk’s Islands, where clergymen reside.
At the same time, however, as I consider the gradual abolition of Slavery,
commencing from the period when a Slave can purchase his own freedom,
and is allowed to give evidence, I was glad to find provisions on these
points, although in this limited form.
As the Slave code of this colony will now be comprised in the Act upon

which I have made these observations, and in the Act to which it is an
amendment, I have thought it proper to transmit to your Lordship in the
enclosure No. 11, a copy of the amended Consolidated Slave Act of the
fourth of George IV., cap. 6, and I have noticed in the margin of the latter
Act, those parts which have been suspended or amended by the Act of the
last session.

I shall trouble your Lordship with only one more observation. In the
7th section of the late Act, free persons of colour are liable to a fine to a
limited amount, and in case of non-payment of it to imprisonment fora
limited period, for using threats of unlawful violence, or any scandalous
or abusive language to a white person. I could have wished that this
clause had been left out of the Act ; but as punishment by flogging was not
insisted on, and as free persons of colour have got rid ofsome old obnoxious
Acts which were in force against them, as your Lordship will perceive by
the suspension of them in the first clause of the Act, I do not deem the
insertion of the seventh clause an objection sufficiently strong to prevent
my assenting to the Act. Ihave, &c. _

(Signed) WM. VESEY MUNNINGS.
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, .K .G

&e. &e. &e.

 

(No. 1.) A Bill for establishing within the Bahama Islands an Officer to be
called «The Protector and Guardian of Slaves.”

WHEREAS it is expedient that an officer for the protection and guardian-
ship of Slaves should be established within the Bahama Islands: Be it
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enacted by his Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, President and
Commander in Chief, the Council and Assembly of his Majesty's gaiq
Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of
the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, there shall be within
the said Bahama Islands an officer to be called ‘‘ The protector and guardian
of Slaves,” who shall be appointed to such his office by his Majesty, to
hold the same during his Majesty’s pleasure; and that such appointment
shall be made by a warrant to be issued under his Majesty’s signet and
sign manual. .
2—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said

protector and guardian of Slaves shall establish and keep a public office in
the town of Nassau, in the Island of New Providence; and shall attend
there on such days, and during such hours of the day as the governor and
commander in chief for the time being of the said Islands, by any general
or special order to be by him from time to time for that purpose issued,
shall appoint; and that he shall at such office, and not elsewhere, keep,
deposit, and preserve all public records, books, and papers in anywise re-
lating to his said office. And that he shall, from time to time and at all
times, perform the duties of his said office in person, and not by deputy,
excepting only in those cases in which the said governor or commander
in chief is, or shall be, expressly authorized and empowered to appoint a
deputy for that purpose.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said

protector and guardian of Slaves shall be at all times resident within the
colony, and shall not quit the same without a special license or leave of
absence to‘be granted to him for that purpose by his Majesty, through one
of his principal secretaries of state, or by such governor or commander in
chief for the time being. And that no such license or leave shall in any
case be granted by any such governor or commander in chief for any period
exceeding at any one time, nor until it shall have been
first made to appear to such governor or commander in chief, upon the oath
of some medical practitioner, that such temporary absence is necessary for
the preservation or recovery of the health of such protector and guardian
of Slaves.
4.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said

protector and guardian of Slaves shall not be the owner or proprietor of
any plantation situate within the said islands, or of any Slaves or Slave
employed or worked upon any such plantation, or in any kind of agriculture,
and shall not have any share or interest in, or any mortgage or security upon,
any such plantation, Slaves, or Slave. And that he shall not be competent
to act as, or to be the manager, overseer, agent, or attorney of, for, or upon
any plantation within the said islands, or as the guardian, trustee, executor,
or administrator of any person having any such plantation, or any Slaves
or Slave. And in case any such protector and guardian of Slaves within
the said islands shall have, hold, acquire, or possess, either in his own right,
or in right of his wife, or in trust for any other person or persons, any
plantation situate within the said islands, or any Slaves or Slave employed
or worked upon any such plantation, or in any kind of agriculture ; or any
share or interest in, or any mortgage or security upon, any such plantation,
Slaves or Slave; or shall act as such manager, overseer, agent, attorney,
guardian, trustee, executor, oradministrator as aforesaid, he shall thenceforth,
defacto, cease to be such protector and guardian of Slaves as aforesaid, and
forfeit his office: Provided always, that alland every the Act and Acts, which
from time to time shall or may have been done by or under the order of
any such protector and guardian of Slaves, after any such avoidance and
forfeiture as aforesaid of his said office, and before the same shall, by public
notice in the Royal Gazette of the colony, or other public advertisement, be
declared to be avoided and void, shall be (and the same are hereby declared
to be) as valid and effectual, to all intents, constructions, and purposes in
the law whatsoever, as if no such avoidance of office had ever taken place.
5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case of

the death of any such protector and guardian of Slaves, or of his resigna-
tion, or of his bodily or mental incapacity, or of his removal or suspension
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from office, or of his temporary absence from the said islands, it shall and

may be lawful to and for the said governor or commander in chief for the

time being, to nominate and appoint some other fit and proper person to act

as the deputy protector and guardian of Slaves within the said islands, until

his Majesty’s pleasure shall be known thereon: Provided always, that the

erson so to be appointed as deputy protector and guardian as aforesaid,

shall, if in all other respects qualified for that office, be selected from those

who ate neither proprietors of Slaves, nor have any interest in Slave pro-

perty, unless it shall be impossible to find a fit and proper person not

ossessed of such property, and willing to undertake the trust, and compe-

tent to the efficient and faithful execution of it, whereby it may become

absolutely necessary to appoint one interested in Slave property, in which

case it shall be the duty of the said governor or commander in chief for the

time being, to transmit to his Majesty’s principal secretary of state, having

the department of the colonies, a statement of the peculiar circumstances

justifying the departure from the general law.

6.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said

rotector and guardian (or deputy protector and guardian) of Slaves, before

he enter upon the execution of his said office, shall appear before the

governor OF commander in chief for the time being of the said islands, and

in his presence take and subscribe an oath in the following words, viz.—

«J, A.B., do swear that I will, to the best of my knowledge and ability,

faithfully execute and perform the duties of the office of protector and

guardian (or deputy protector and guardian, as the case may be) of Slaves,

in the Bahama Islands, without fear, favour, or partiality —So help me God.”

7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful to and for the governor or commander-in-chief for the

time being of the said islands, to appoint some fit and proper person on

each and every of the islands or quays hereinafter mentioned, viz.

and on every such other island or quay within the colony, as from time to

time, by and with the advice and consent of his Majesty's counsel for the

said islands he may think fit, to be the assistant protector and guardian of

Slaves for every such island or quay, or other island or quay respectively.

And that all such assistant protectors and guardians shall, in and within

their several and respective districts, be aiding and assisting the protector

and guardian (and deputy protector and guardian) for the time being

in the execution of the duties of his office; and shall for that purpose

obey and carry into execution all such lawful instructions as from time to

time they may receive from him in reference to such duties or any of them:

Provided always, that every such assistant protector and guardian shall

hold his said office during his Majesty’s pleasure, and that he shall be a

person named in the commission of the peace for the said Bahama Islands.

8,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

protector and guardian of Slaves to be appointed by virtue of this Act,

shall be entitled to have and receive out of the public treasury of these

islands, a salary at and after the rate of of lawful
money of the said islands per annum, and every such deputy protector and
guardian shall be entitled to have and receive a salary at and after the

rate of of like money per annum; and to each and every
of the several assistant protectors and guardians for the islands or quays
hereinafter mentioned, there shall be allowed and paid the following
salaries, to wit, to the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves for the
island of a salary at and after the rate of , of like
money per annum, ‘To the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves for
the island of a salary at and after the rate of of
like money per annum, To , and to every other assistant protec-
tor and guardian for any other island or quay within the colony, whom the
governor or commander-in-chief for the time being hereafter shall appoint

by virtue of this Act, such salary or allowance (not exceeding in any case
the sum of £ of like money per annum, nor less than £

as the said governor or commander-in-chief, by and with the advice and

consent of the aforesaid council shall appoint: Provided always, that
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from and immediately after the day of the date of the appointment of any
deputy protector and guardian by reason of the sickness or temporary
absence from the colony of the protector and guardian of Slaves, every
such protector and guardian, until he shall have again returned to and be
in the actual personal discharge of the duties of his office shall, Instead of
the salary of£ per annum above mentioned, be entitled to a salary,
at and after the rate of £ per annum, and no more; subject
nevertheless to the restrictions contained in an Act of the General Assem.
bly of these islands, made and passed in the thirty-seventh yearof the
reign of his late Majesty, entitled “‘ An Act requiring the actual Residence
in these Islands of Officers receiving Colonial Salaries.”
9,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said

salaries, and each and every of them, shall be (and the same are hereby
declared to be) in lieu of all fees, perquisites of office, advantages and
emoluments whatsoever. And if any such protector and guardian of
Slaves, or deputy, or assistant protector and guardian, shall receive or take
directly or indirectly, any fee, perquisite of office, advantage, or emolu-
ment whatsoever, other than such his said salary, for, or in respect of any
act, matter, or thing, done or to be done by him, in or about the execution
of his said office, every such protector and guardian, or deputy or assistant
protector and guardian so offending, shall incur and become liable to a fine
equal to the amount of the sum which he may have so taken,
and shall become disqualified from holding such his office.
10.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all

actions, suits, and prosecutions, hereafter to be commenced in any court of
justice within the colony in which any person or persons may be charged
with the murder of any Slave, or with any offence against the person of
any Slave, it shall be the duty of the said protector and guardian of Slaves
(or deputy protector and guardian for the time being) to attend and act as
the public prosecutor, and to be present at the trial or hearing, and all other
the proceedings in every such action, suit, or prosecution; and to assist
therein by all such lawful ways and means as he may deem necessary:
Provided always that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be con-
strued to extend, to prevent the attorney-general (or in his absence the
solicitor-general) for the time being of the said islands, from acting in all
such actions, suits, and prosecutions, in manner and form as hath hereto-
fore been done by him ; or to prevent. the owner or owners of the deceased
or injured Slave from employing, at his, her, or their cost and charge, any
counsel, solicitor, or attorney, whom he, she, or they, may think fit, to be
aiding and assisting at any such action, suit, or prosecution.
11,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that on the

first Monday next after the twenty-fifth day of December, and on the first
Monday next after the twenty-fourth day of June in each year, the
protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the
time being, shall deliver to the governor or commander-in-chiefof the said
islands, a report in writing, exhibiting an account of the manner in which
the duties of the said office have been performed by him during the half
year next preceding the date of such report, and stating especially the
nature and number of all prosecutions, in which he or his said assistant
may have acted as the protector or protectors of any Slave or Slaves, with
the date and effect of all proceedings therein, together with all such other
necessary particulars as shall or may be required to be stated therein, by
any other Act or Acts of the General Assembly of the said islands; and
the said governor or commander-in-chief shall thereupon administer to the
said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, an oath
that such his report contains a true and correct statement of the several
matters and things therein referred to;—and when and so soon as the
same shall have been so delivered and sworn to, then, and not before, it
shall and may be lawful for the said governor or commander in chief to
issue to such protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian,
and to every assistant protector and guardian respectively, a warrant of

warrants upon the public treasury of the said islands, for the amount of
their several and respective salaries for the half year next immediately
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preceding the date of such report, which said report the said governor or
commander in chief shall, and he is hereby required to, transmit by the
first convenient opportunity, to his Majesty’s principal secretary of state
having the department of the colonies.
12.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy or assistant protector and
guardian, or other person, shall wilfully and fraudulently make, or cause or
procure to be made, any erasure or interlineation in any book, record, or -
return, which under and by virtue of this or any other Act or Acts of the
General Assembly of the said islands he may be required to keep, or shall
wilfully falsify any such book, record or return, or shall wilfully make, or
cause or procure to be made, any false entry therein, or shall wilfully and
fraudulently burn, cancel, obliterate, or destroy the same, or any part there-
of, every person so offending, shall incur and become liable to a fine of
not less than oflawful money of the said islands,
nor more than ; or to imprisonment for any time
not exceeding nor less than 3
or both fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the court.
13.—And be it further enacted by the authority of the same, that all

offences against the provisions of this Act, and all fines, forfeitures, and
penalties thereby imposed, shall be prosecuted and sued for in the General
Court of these islands in the name of the King, by action of debt, bill,
plaint, or information; and that the amount of any fine or pecuniary
penalty so incurred, shall be paid and payable in equal moieties, one
moiety to his Majesty, and the other moiety to the informer, or to him, her,
or them, who shall sue therefor.
14.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. that every

protector and guardian of Slaves, and deputy protector and guardian of
Slaves, and assistant protector and guardian of Slaves, hereafter to be
appointed under and by virtue of this Act, shall respectively execute and
perform all such other duties as shall or may be imposed upon or required
of him or them respectively, in or by any other Act or Acts of the
General Assembly of the said islands, passed or to be passed during the
present or any future session.
15.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing

in this Act contained shall be construed or understood to take effect, or be
of any force or virtue until his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure herein
shall be made known, and his assent obtained thereto,

(No. 2.) A Bill to regulate the Admission of Evidence of Slaves.

WHEREAS it is reasonable and expedient that the evidence of Slaves
should hereafter be admitted and received in the several courts of civil or
criminal justice within the Bahama Islands, subject nevertheless to the
qualifications, restrictions, and regulations hereinafter mentioned: Be it
therefore enacted by his Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire,
President and Commander-in-chief, the Council and Assembly of his
Majesty’s said Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, every
clergyman of the established church of England, and every minister of the
kirk of Scotland, and every other person beinga public teacher of religion
within the colony, and carrying on no other business or occupation there
with a view to profit, except that of a schoolmaster, shall be and is hereby
authorized to transmit or deliver under his hand to the protector and
guardian, or deputy protector and guardian for the time being, of Slaves
for the said islands, at his office in Nassau, or to the assistant protector
and guardian of Slaves for the island, quay, or district, on or within
which such clergyman, minister, priest or teacher may be resident,
certificates setting forth the names or name, and places or place of abode

of any Slaves or Slave, who, in the judgment and belief of the party so
certifying, may be sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion to
understand the nature and obligation of an oath; and every such assistant
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protector and guardian to whom any such certificates shall have been go
transmitted or delivered,shall by the first convenient opportunity after the
receipt thereof, transmit the same to the said protector and guardian, or
deputy protector and guardian at Nassau, aforesaid, who shall forthwith
register the same in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, stating
therein the date of every such certificate, and the name and place of abode
of the person by whom the same may have been granted, and of ever
Slave mentioned and included therein: Provided always, that no suc

public teacher of religion not being a clergyman of the church of England,
ora minister of the kirk of Scotland, shall be competent to grant any such
certificate unless his Majesty's principal secretary of state, having the
department of the colonies, or the governor or commander-in-chief for the
time being, of the said islands, shall have first granted to such public
teacher a written license to issue such certificates, and unless such license
shall continue to be in force at the time of the signing of any such
certificate, and shall have been first duly registered at the office of the pro.
tector and guardian of Slaves. .
2.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person

shall henceforth be rejected as a witness, or considered as imcompetent to
give evidence in any court of civil or criminal justice within the said
Bahama Islands, by reason of his or her being in a state of Slavery, if the
person or persons by whom such Slave may be produced and tendered asa
witness, shall also produce and exhibit to the courta certificate under the
hand of the said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian
ofSlaves, that such proposed witness is registered in the before-mentioned
book. And the said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and
guardian for the time being, shall, and he is hereby required to grani,
without fee or reward, to any person making application for the same, a
certificate of the fact, whether any such proposed witness is or is not
registered in the said book: Provided always, that no person being ina
state of Slavery shall be admitted to give evidence in any civil suit or action
in which his or her owner is directly concerned, or in any case whereina
white person may be charged with, or prosecuted for, any offence punish-
able with death: Provided also, that nothing herein contained shall
extend, or be construed to extend, to render any Slave a competent
witness in the law in any case, in which such Slave would be incompetent
to give evidence if he or she were a white person, or to detract, take
away from, or diminish any power or authority which any court of criminal
justice within the said islands, now already hath to admit in any case the
evidence of persons being in a state of Slavery.
3.—Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that no Slave to be admitted as a witness under and by virtue of
this Act, shall be allowed to give evidence of any fact whatever which may
have been committed, or be alleged to have been committed, at any time
previous to the passing of this Act, anything herein contained to the
contrary notwithstanding.
4.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that theprotector

and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the time
beitig, in every his report to be half yearly made by him to the governor
or commander-in-chief of the colony, shall include therein a statement of
the name of every Slave who during the half year next preceding the date

_ of any such report, has, in manner and form aforesaid, been certified as
competent to understand the nature and obligation of an oath.
5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in

this Act shall be construed or understood to take effect, or be of any force
or virtue, until his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure herein shall be made
known, and his assent obtained thereto.

 

(No. 8.) A Bill to Regulate the Proceedings for the Manumission of
Slaves, and to enable them under certain Restrictions to pur-
chase their own Freedom.

WHEREAS it is necessary that proceedings for the manumission of
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Slaves should be regulated by law, and that persons being ina state of
Slavery should be enabled, under certain restrictions, to purchase their
own freedom: Be it therefore enacted by his Honour William Vesey
Munnings, Esquire, President and Commander-in-chief, the Council and
Assembly of his Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of
this Act, no duty, or tax, or fec of office whatsoever, shall be paid or payable

within the said islands, upon, for, or in respect of the manumission of any
Slave, or the enrolment of any deed of manumission, save and excepta
fee, not exceeding the sum of of lawful money of the
said islands, which shall be paid by the protector and guardian of Slaves
for the said islands, or deputy protector and guardian for the time being,
to the public secretary and registrar of records thereof, for the enrolment
of any such deed of manumission ; and to such protector and guardian, or
deputy protector and guardian, to be repaidby the public treasurer out of
the general revenue of the colony. And if any person within the said
islands shall hereafter take, demand, or receive any such duty, tax, or fee
of office, save as aforesaid, the person so offending shall incur and become
liable to the payment of a fine not exceeding , and not less
than , of lawful money of the said islands, to be recovered
and applied in manner hereinafter directed.
2.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

person being in a state of Slavery within the said islands, shall be desirous
to purchase his or her freedom, or the freedom of the wife or husband, or
child, or brother or sister, or reputed wife, or husband, or child, or brother,
or sister of any suchSlave, it shall and may be lawful to and for any such
Slave so to purchase the freedom of himself, or of herself or of any such
other person as aforesaid.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the

owner of any such Slave shall be unwilling to effect his or her manumission,
or shall by reason of any mortgage, settlement, or lease, or other charge
upon, or interest in any such Slave being vested in any other person or
persons, be unable to execute a good and valid manumission of any such
Slave, or if the owner, or any other person having an interest in such Slave.
shall be a minor ora married woman, ora lunatic, or if the owner of the said:
Slave be absent from the colony, or shall not be known,or if any suit or action
be depending in any court of justice within the said islands, wherein the title
to the saidSlave,or the right to his or her services be in controversy,or if the
owner of any such Slave shall demand as the price ofhis or her freedom any
sum, which, in the judgment of the said protector and guardian, or deputy
protector and guardian for the time being, shall exceed the real value of
such Slave, then and in every such case, the chiefjustice for the time.
being of the colony, or other person executing the duties of that office,
on application to him for that purpose made by the said protector and
guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, shall issue a summons under
his hand and seal, requiring the owner or manager of such Slave, or the
person or persons under whose direction such Slave may be, to appear be-
fore him by, themselves, their agent or agents, at some convenient time
and place, to be for that purpose therein appointed, and notice of the said
time and place for that purpose so appointed as aforesaid, shall thereupon
be published by the said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and
and guardian, in the public gazette of the said islands on
different days successively; and in every such notice all persons having, or
pretending to have, or claim any right, title, or interest of, in, or to the
said Slave, either in their own right, or as the guardians, attornies, trus-
tees, executors, or administrators of any other person or persons, shall be
required to attend and prefer such their claim or claims.
4.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that at the

time and place so to have been appointed for any such meeting as afore-
said, the said chief justice, or other person as aforesaid, in the presence
of the said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, and
also in the presence of the owner or manager of the Slave so proposed to

. . 5 .be manumitted, or (upon proof being made to him, upon oath, of the due
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service of such summons, and the publication of such notices asaforesaid
then, if necessary) in the absence of such owner or manager, shall proceed
to hear in a summary way what may be alleged by the said protector and
guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, and by the owner or manager
or other person or persons claiming any interest in the said Slave.—Anqd
in case the parties or any of them, shall then and there refuse to effect
any such manumission, or if it shall appear to the said chief justice, op
other person as aforesaid, that a good and valid manumission of such Slave
cannot legally be effected by private contract, or that the owner of such
Slave, or any person having any charge upon, or interest in him or her, ig
a minor, or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic,—or that the true OWner
of such Slave, or any person having any charge upon, or interest in him oy
her, is absent from the colony, or is unknown, or cannot be found, or that
any suit or action is depending in any court of justice within the colony,
wherein the title to such Slave or the right to his or her services is in
controversy, or if it shall appear to the said chief justice, or such other
person as aforesaid, that any difference of opinion exists between the said
protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, and the owner
of the said Slave respecting his or her real value, then, and in every such
case, the said chiefjustice, or such other person as aforesaid, shall require
the said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, and
the owner, manager, or person having the direction ofsuch Slave, each to
nominate an appraiser of his or her value. And the said chiefjustice, or such
other person as aforesaid, shall himself nominate an umpire between such ap-
praisers. But incase the owner, manager, or other person having the direction
of such Slave shall not appear, or appearing shall neglect or refuse to nomi-
nate an appraiser of the value of such Slave, then the saidchiefjustice (or
such other person as aforesaid,) and the said protector and guardian, (or
deputy protector and guardian,) shall each nominate an appraiser of -the
value of the said Slave; and the governor, or commander-in-chief for the
time being, upon reference to him in writing for that purpose made by the
said chief justice, (or such other person as aforesaid,) and the said pro-
tector and guardian, (or deputy protector and guardian,) shall nominate
an umpire between such appraisers.) And the said appraisers being first
duly sworn before the said chiefjustice, or such other person as aforesaid,
to make a fair and impartial appraisement, shall within
days next after such their appointment, make a joint valuation of the said
Slave, and shall certify the same to the said chief justice, or such other
person as aforesaid, under their hands and seals. And in case such joint
certificate shall not be delivered to the said chief justice, or such other
person as aforesaid within the said term of days, then the
said umpire being first duly sworn in manner aforesaid, shall within the
next days certify his valuation under his hand and seal to
the said chief justice, or such other person as aforesaid, and the valuation
to be so made in manner and form aforesaid, either by the said joint
appraisers, or in their default by the said umpire, shall be, and the same
is hereby declared to be, binding and conclusive, and shall be entered
and enrolled in the said office of public registry of the colony.
5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon pay-

ment to the said public treasury of the appraised value of any such Slave
as aforesaid (after making such deduction therefrom for the expense of the
appraisement, as is hereinafter directed), the said treasurer shall grant to
the said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian for the
time being, a receipt for the money that may have been so paid in, which
said receipt, together with a declaration under the hand and seal of the
said chiefjustice, or such other person as aforesaid, that the proceedings
required by law for the manumission of the Siave, by or on behalf of whom
such money hath been so paid, had been duly had before him, shall, in like
manner, be entered and enrolled inthe said office of public registry of the
colony; and thereupon the said Slave shall be, and be deemed, taken, and
reputed to be, enfranchised and free to all intents and purposes whatsoever.
6.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the money

to arise from the manumission of any Slave, by virtue of the proceedings
before mentioned, shall and may be laid out and invested, under the
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authority of the chiefjustice for the time being, or such other person as
aforesaid, on the application of any person or persons interested therein
in thepurchase of any other Slave or Slaves ; but if no such application
shall be made, then such money shall remain in the hands of the said

treasurer, at interest, at and after the rate of pounds per

centum per annum, such interest to be borne by and defrayed out of
, and the Slave or Slaves so to be purchased with the

said money as aforesaid, or in case ofno such purchase being made, then

the said money in the hands of the said treasurer, and the interest, from
time to time accruing, due therefrom, shall be the property of the person or
ersons who was or were the owner or owners of such manumitted Slave,

and shall be held upon,under, and subject to all such and the same uses,
trusts, limitations, conditions, claims, and demands of what nature or kind
soever as such Slave was held upon, under, and subject to, at such the time
of his or her manumission; and the said treasurer shall hold the said
money, and the interest accruing thereupon, subject to such order as the
said chief justice, or suchother person as aforesaid for the time being may,
upon a summary application of any person interested therein, see fit to
make. And such principal, money, and interest, shall by the said treasurer
be paid, applied, and disposed of, in pursuance of and obedience to any
uch order. ,

° 7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases
where any such appraisement of a Slave shall be made by reason of the
refusal of the owner to effect the manumission of such Slave, or by reason
of any difference of opinion between the said owner and the said protector
and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, respecting the price or
value of such Slave, or by reason of the inability of the owner to effect a
good and valid manumission by private contract, or by reason of the
minority, coverture, idiocy, or lunacy of the said owner; or by reason of
the absence from the colony of the said owner or other person having a
charge upon or interest in the said Slave ; or by reason that the said owner
is unknown, or cannot be found; or by reason of the pendency in any
cuurt of justice within the said colony, of any suit, or action, wherein the
title to the said Slave, or the right to his or her services is in controversy,
then, and in every such case, the expenses of the said appraisement shall
be equally borne by and between the Slave so proposed to be manumitted,
and the owner of such Slave, or other person having a charge upon, or
interest in him or her; and the portion of the amount so made payable by
such owner or other person as aforesaid, shall be deducted from the money
arising from the manumission of such Slave before any such payment or
instalment thereof as aforesaid.
§.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that before the

manumission of any Slave by virtue of any private contract for that purpose
made between such Slave and his or her owner, notice of such intended
manumission shall be given in writing, by the owner of such Slave, to the
protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the
time being, who, on behalf of the said Slave, shall be bound to ascertain
that such owner has good right and title in the law, and is competent to
effect such manumission; and the said protector and guardian, or deputy
protector and: guardian, shall also, without fee or reward, prepare the
proper deed of manumission, which shall be executed in the presence of
the said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, or some
other proper witness to be by him appointed for that purpose; and the
same being so executed, shall by such protector and guardian, or deputy
protector and guardian, be enrolled or recorded in the aforesaid office of
public registry of the colony, within one calendar month next after the
execution and delivery thereof to, or receipt by the said protector and
guardian, or deputy protector and guardian. And in case any such deed
shall not have been left for enrolment or registration at the said office
within the said period of one calendar month next after the delivery or
receint thereof as aforesaid, the protector and guardian, or deputy protector
and guardian, by whom any such default shall be made, shall incur and
‘become liable to a fine not exceeding » hor less than

of lawful money aforesaid.
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9. And be it further cnacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case any
such decd of manumission as aforesaid, shall be executed voluntarily, and
without any valuable considcration passing to the person effecting such
manumission, every Slave so proposed to be manumitted, shall, before the
execution of any such deed, appear before the protector and guardian, o;
deputy protector and guardian of Slaves, or before the assistant protector
and guardian of Slaves for the island or quay on which such Slave may
happen to be resident; and if it shall appear to the said protector and
guardian, or deputy, or assistant protector and guardian (as the casemay
be), that the Slave about to be so gratuitously manumitted is under the age
of years, or above the age of years,
or labouring under any habitual disease, or infirmity of mind or body, the

owner or other person about to effect such manumission, shall, at the time
of the execution of the deed of manumission, execute and deliver, under
his or her hand and seal, a bond to his Majesty in the penal sum of

of lawful money aforcsaid, with condition thereunder
written for the defeasance thereof, if the said Slave shall be properly fed,
clothed, and maintained until the age of years, in the case of
an infant ; or during the term of his or her natural life, in the case ofany adult
above the age of years; or infant or adult labouring
under any such disease or infirmity as aforesaid. And no such voluntary
manumission shall be valid and effectual in the law, or shall be received
for enrolment or registration at the aforesaid office of public registers until
such bond as aforesaid shall have been duly executed and registered, and
deposited at the said office.
10.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all fines

or pecuniary penalties imposed under orby virtue of this Act, shall be sued
for, prosecuted, and recovered in the name of the King, in the General
Court of the said islands, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, and
that the amount so recovered shall be paid and payable in equal moieties;
one moiety to his Majesty, and the other moiety to the informer, or him,
her, or them, who shall sue or prosecute for the same.
11.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the
time being, in every his report to be half yearly made by him to the gover-
nor or commander in chief of the colony, shall include therein a statement
of the names of all and singular the Slaves who may have been manumitted
under the authority of this Act, during the half year next preceding the
date of such report.
12.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing

in this Act contained shall be construed or understood to take effect, or
be of any force or virtue, until his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure herein
shall be made known and his assent obtained thereto.
 

(No. 4.) A Bill to further regulate the Celebration of Marriages, between
Slaves, and between Slaves and Persons of free Condition, and
for declaring such Marriages valid and effectual in the Law, and
to suspend certain Parts of an Act, made and passed in the
fourth Year of the Reign of his present Majesty, entitled “ An
Act to amend, consolidate, and bring into one Act, the several
Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection
and Security, and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of
Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes.”

WHEREAS it hath been deemed expedient that the celebration of
marriages between Slaves and persons of free condition, should be further
regulated, and that the several provisions and enactments thereunto relating
should be consolidated and brought into an Act or Law: Be it therefore
enacted by his Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, President and
Commander in chief, the Council and Assembly of hisMajesty’s Bahama
Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same,
that from and after the passing of this Act so much and such parts of an Act
made and passed in the fourth year of the reign of his present Majesty, en-
titled “ An Act to amend, consolidate, and bring into one Act, the several
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Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection and Secu-
rity, and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned,
and for other Purposes,” as relate to marriages between Slaves, and
between Slaves and persons of free condition, be, and the same are hereby
declared to be, suspended during the continuance of this Act.
g,.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any

persons being ina stateof slaverywithin these islands, and any Slave and
person of free condition within the said islands, who may be desirous to
intermalry, shall at their election applyto the protector and guardian, or
deputy protector and guardian for the time being, of Slaves within the
said islands, or to the assistant protector or guardian of Slaves for the
jsland or quay on which the womam may be resident for a marriage license,
and asan authority to such officer to grant the same, shall produce the con-
sent in writing of the owner or owners, manager or managers ofevery such
Slave to the celebration thereof.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the

owner or owners, manager or managers, of any such Slave or Slaves, shall
refuse to consent to any such marriage, and to give such written permission
for the celebration thereof as aforesaid, then, and in every such case, it
shall and may be lawful for the said protector and guardian, or deputy, or
assistant protector and guardian, as the case may be, to issue a summons
under his hand and seal requiring the owner or owners, manager or
managers, of every such Slave, or the person or persons under whose
direction such Slaves or Slave may be, to appear before him by themselves
or their agents at some convenient time and place to be for that purpose
therein appointed (such time being not more than days, nor
less than days distant from the time when such application
as aforesaid, shall have been first received by such protector and guardian,
or deputy or assistant protector and guardian as aforesaid), And if any
such owner or manager, or other person as aforesaid, being duly cited, shal!
fail to appear accordingly before the said protector and guardian, or deputy
or assistant protector and guardian, or appearing shall fail to lay before him
good and sufficient proof that such proposed marriage would be injurious
to the well being of the said Slaves or Slave, then and in every such case
the said protector and guardian, or deputy or assistant protector and
guardian, shall without fee or reward, issue a license under his hand and
seal for the celebration of such marriage.
4.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in and by

every license so issued, any clergyman of the established church of England
and Ireland, or any minister of the kirk of Scotland, or any public teacher
of religion within the said islands, carrying on there no other business,
profession, or occupation, with a view to profit except that ofa schoolmaster
(or in case there shall be no such clergyman, minister, or public teacher of
religion in the island or quay whereat such marriage is to be celebrated,
then any justice of the peace there), shall be authorized to solemnize
the marriage of such Slaves, or of such Slave and free person.
Provided always, that no public teacher of religion not being a clergy-

man of the church of England or a minister of the kirk of Scotland, shall
be so authorized to solemnize any such marriage, unless his Majesty’s
principal secretary of state having the department of the colonies, or the
governor, or the commander-in-chief for the time being, of the said Bahama
Islands, shall have first granted to such public teacher a written license to
celebrate marriages, nor unless such license shall have been duly registered
in the office of the said protector and guardian of Slaves at Nassau, and
shall continue to be in force at the time of his being so authorized to
celebrate any such marriage.
5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful for any such clergyman, minister, public teacher, or
justice as aforesaid, upon and after the receipt of any such license, forth-
with to solemnize any such marriage as aforesaid; and the same when
so solemnized shall be, to all intents, constructions, and purposes whatso-
ever, binding, valid, and effectual in the law: Provided nevertheless that
ho such marriage shall confer or be construed to confer on any such Slaves
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or Slave, or on his, her, or their issuc, any right or rights inconsistentwith
the duties which shall or may be owing by the said Slaves or Slave tohis,
her, or their owner or owners, or to the government; or be at variance
with those rights which the owner or owners, and the government respec.
tively, are by law entitled to assert and exercise over such Slave or Slaves
and their progeny. ;
6.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the person

by whom any such marriage may be so solemnized, by virtue of any such
license as aforesaid, shall, within . after any such solemniza.
tion, transmit (under a penalty of not more than _ of lawful
money of the said islands, nor less than of like money for
every refusal and neglect) a certificate cf such solemnization to the protector
and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the time
being at his office in Nassau. And such protector and guardian or deput
protector and guardian, shall register in a book to be kept by him for that
purpose, every marriage which may have been so solemnized, with the
date thereof, and the names, descriptions, and places of abode of the
parties contracting, and of the persons solemnizing every such marriage,

7. —Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore.
said, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to ex.
tend, to render any marriage between persons inastate of slavery, or
between a Slave and a person of free condition, valid and effectual in the
law, which would be illegal and void if both such persons were of free
condition.
8.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the
time being, in every his report, to be half-yearly made by him to the
governor, or commander in chief of the colony, shall include thereina
statement of the number of licenses which may have been so granted by
him during the half-year next preceding the date of any such report, for the
marriage of any Slaves, or of any Slave and person of free condition, with
the number of all such marriages that may have been so solemnized by
virtue or in pursuance thereof.
9.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in

this Act contained, shall be construed or understood to take effect, or be of
any force or virtue until his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure herein shall
be made known, and his assent obtained thereto.

(No. 5.) A Bill for the Suppression of Public Markets on Sunday, and the
preventing Slaves from being compelled to labour on that Day.

WHEREAS it is expedient that all merchandising on the Lord’s day
should be prohibited by law, to all degrees and descriptions of persons
within the Bahama Islands: Be it therefore enacted by his Honour William
Vesey Munnings, Esquire, President and Commander-in-Chief, the Council
and Assembly ofhis Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of
this Act, all persons of free condition, who, on any Sunday after the hour
of of the clock in the forenoon, shall expose any goods, wares,
or merchandises, or other effects whatsoever, for sale, in any public market,
or in any shop, house, stall, store, or booth ; or shall buy or sell any such
goods, wares, merchandises, or other effects; or shall attend at any such
public market, shall be liable to such and the same punishment,penalties,
and forfeitures, as by any law or laws now in force within the realm of
England, may be inflicted uponorincurred by any person or persons in like
case offending; and if any such offence shall be committed by a Slave,
every Slave so offending shall be liable to forfeit the said goods, wares,
merchandises and effects, and the same shall and may be seized by the
clerk of the market, or any constable, and shall be taken on the following
day before any justice of the peace, who upon view thereof shall order the
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same to besold forthwith, and the proceeds to be applied as follows: that
js to say, one third to the informer, and the remainder to such pious and
charitable purposesassuch Justice shall direct.
9,—And whereas his Majesty hath been graciously pleased to intimate

his intention to make effectual provision for the religious instruction of the
Slaves within the said islands, and it will be proper and necessary, so soon
as such his Majesty’s said intentions can, be carried into effect, that Sunday
markets should be utterly abolished within the said islands: Be it there-
fore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the time when
Sunday markets shall be totally suppressed therein, in manner hereinafter
mentioned, such and the same punishments, penalties and forfeitures, as
by any such law or laws as aforesaid now in force within the realm of
England, may be inflicted upon or incurred by any person or persons in
like case offending, and may thenceforth and thereafter be inflicted upon
and incurred by all persons who, at or during any part of the day called
Sunday, shall expose for sale, or buy or sell any such goods, wares, mer-
chandises, or effects whatsoever, in any public market, or in any shop,
house, stall, store, or booth, or who shall attend at any such market.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful to and for the governor or commander in chief for the
time being of the said islands, (and he is hereby required) in obedience
to any instructions which may for that purpose be issued by his Majesty,
through one of his principal secretaries of state, to issue a proclamation foi
the discontinuance of all markets on aSunday throughout the said islands;
and as soon as such proclamation shall have been so issued, all Sunday
markets shall forthwith cease and be abolished, and become and be abso-
lutely unlawful: Provided nevertheless that nothing herein contained
shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent or prohibit the dressing.
or selling of meats. in inns or victualling houses, or the sale of fish or milk;
Provided that.such sale shall not take place in any town or parish during
the hours appointed and set apart for the celebration therein of divine
service, or the sale of medicines during any part of Sunday.
4,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

person or persons within the said islands, shall work or employ any Slave
at any time between the hours of ten of the clock at night on any Satur-
day, and sunrise on any Monday, or shall during the period aforesaid, pro-
cure, induce, or compel any Slave to perform or engage in any labour for
the profit and advantage of his or her owner, manager, or employer, or
shall receive to work or hire, any Slave between the before-mentioned
hours of ten of the clock on Saturday night, and sunrise on Monday morn-
ing for wages or any other consideration, then and in every such case the
person or persons so offending shall incur and become liable to a fine not
exceeding £ , or less than £
of lawful money of the said islands.—Provided nevertheless that nothing
herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to any work or
labour performed or to be performed by any Slave on Sunday, in the ne-
cessary attendance on the person or in the family of his or her owner or
employer, or to labour performed or to be performed in the necessary pre-
servation of the cattle or other live stock upon any plantation, or to labour
performed or to be performed by any Slaves as watchmen on any planta-
tion or estate, or in nursing or attending the sick, or in performing or
making preparations for any interment, or in extinguishing any fire, or in
preventing any. irreparable damage to the property of his or her owner or
employer; and no Slave so employed or to be employed shall be entitled
to have, demand, or receive any hire or wages for any such services.
5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in any

case wherein it shall be absolutely necessary for the preservation of the
crops or produce, upon any plantation or estate within the said islands,
and for the prevention of essential injury thereto, to work and and employ
thereupon any Slaves or Slave between the hours of ten of the clock on
any Saturday night, and sunrise on any Monday morning;and if such
Slaves or Slave shall in any such case voluntarily consent and agree to
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work between the hours aforesaid upon any such plantation or estate for
the purpose aforesaid, nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be
construed to extend to prevent any such Slaves or Slave from hiring them.
selves, himself, or herself to their, his, or her owner, or to any other person
to work upon any such plantation or estate between the hours aforesaid,
Provided always that no such Slaves or Slave shall or may be lawfully so
hired to work during the hours aforesaid in the service of any other person
except their, his, or her owner or manager, unless with the special consent
in writing of such owneror manager. __
6.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

protector and guardian of Slaves within the said islands, or deputy protector
and guardian for the time being, shall by due public notice to be for that
purpose given by him in the public Gazette of the colony on the twenty-
fifth day of December and twenty-fourth day of June, or so soon after
those days as any such Gazette may be published in each year, signify
the lowest rate of wages at which Slaves during the period of six calendar
months next ensuing the date of every such notice, may hire themselves
either to their respective owners or managers, (or with the consent of
their respective owners or managers,) to any other person or persons to
work for the preservation of the crops or produce of any plantation or
estate, or for the prevention of essential injury thereto. In all which said
notices there shall be stated the different rates of wages payable to the
Slaves so hiring themselves, according to the age and sex of such Slaves,
and according as they may be field Negroes or Artificers; and no hiring
of any Slave for any such special purpose as aforesaid shall be a legal
hiring, or shall be exempted from the penalties of the law, unless such
Slave shall actually receive and be paid for his or her own use and benefit,
wages of not less than the rate so to be fixed by any such public notice as
aforesaid.
%.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no Slave

shall be employed between sunset on Saturday evening, and sunrise on
Monday morning in any field labour, or in any of the ordinary work upon
any plantation or estate, under pretence or by reason that irreparable
injury would arise from the postponement of such work or labour, unless
such Slave shall voluntarily eugage in the same, and shall for such his
work or labour receive and be paid such wages as hereinbefore are
mentioned.
-8,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing

in this Act contained shall be construed or understood to take effect, or
be of any force or virtue, until his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure
herein shall be made known, and his assent obtained thereto.

 

(No. 6.) A Bill to enable Slaves to acquire Property, and to make Pro-
vision for the safe keeping of such Property by the Establish-
ment of Banks for Savings.

WHEREAS by the usage of the Bahama Islands, persons ina state of
Slavery have hitherto been permitted to acquire and enjoy property free
from the control or interference of their owners, and it is expedient that
such laudable custom should be recognised and established by law; and
that provision should be made for enabling such Slaves to invest their
said property in good security: Be it therefore enacted by His Honour
William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, President and Commander-in-chief,
the Council and Assembly of his Majesty’s said Bahama Islands, and it is
hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, that no person
in the said islands, being in a state of Slavery, shall on account of such
his condition be or be deemed or taken to be incompetent in the law to
purchase, acquire, possess, hold, occupy, enjoy, alienate, or dispose of
property; but every such Slave shall be and is hereby declared to be
competent in the law to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, occupy, enjoy,
alienate, or dispose of lands situate within the said islands, or money,
cattle, implements, or utensils of husbandry, or household furniture, and
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other effects of suchor the like nature, of what value or amount soever;

and to bring, maintain, prosecute, appear to, or defend any suit or action

in any court of justice within the colony, for or in respect of any such

property, as fully and amply to all intents and purposes as if he or she

were of free condition: Provided nevertheless, that every such suit or

action shall be prosecuted or defended by prochien amy or guardian, to

be for that purpose by the same court to him or her assigned in that

behalf, in such and the same manner as ifhe or she were an infant under

the age of twenty-one years ; and that it shall be lawful for the said court,

on application for that purpose duly made to it, and on allidavit of the

party, plaintiff or defendant, stating therein that he or she is not worth

the sum of in the world, the wearing apparel of him or
her and the matter in controversy excepted, to suffer the party so applying,

being a Slave, to prosecute or defend any such suit or action in forméd
auperis: Provided always, that every such prochien amy or guardian

shall be a person of frée condition, and that nothing herein contained

shall extend or be construed to extend to authorize or enable any Slave
to acquire or become the owner of a Slave or Slaves, or of any fire-arms,
gunpowder, or ammunition.
9,—And for the better preserving of the property of any such Slaves:

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the
banks for savings shall be established at >

and that interest at and after the rate of per centum per
annum, shall be allowed upon the amount of every sum of money which
may be deposited in any such savings bank, which interest shall be a
charge on his Majesty’s general revenues within the said Bahama Islands.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave

making a deposit in any such savings bank, shall be at liberty to make a
declaration of the manner in which, and of the person or persons to whom,

in the event of his or her death, the amount of such his or her deposit or
deposits there shall be then paid, applied, or disposed of, and such declara-

tion shall be recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose at the savings
bank, when any such deposit may be made ; and upon the death’ of the
Slave making any such declaration, the same shall be deemed and taken to

be the last will and testament of such Slave in the absence of any other last
will and testament. And in case any Slave shall marry after having made
any such declaration, such marriage shall be, and be deemed and taken to
be, a revocation in the law of any such declaration. And if any Slave shall
die intestate, and without having made any such declaration as aforesaid,

which may remain unrevoked at the time of his or her death, then and in
every such case, the property of such Slave shall go and be disposed of to
and in favour of such person or persons, as by virtue of any Act or Acts of
parliament for the distribution of the effects of intestates, in force within
the colony, would be entitled to any such property.
4.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the several

savings banks throughout the said Bahama Islands, shall be under and
subject to the inspection and control of the protector and guardian of
Slaves for the said island, or deputy protector and guardian for the time
being; and that the governor or commander-in-chief for the time being of
the colony shall (and he is hereby authorized to) appuint such proper and

necessary officers, and to make such rules and regulations as may be best

adapted for managing the business of the said banks, and for ensuring
order and punctuality therein, and for preventing any misapplication of
the monies which may be there deposited: Provided always that such
rules and regulations be in no wise repugnant to the provisions of this Act,
and that the same be transmitted for his Majesty's approbation to one of
his principal secretaries of state.
5.—And be it ‘urther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no deposit

ofmoney exceeding the sum of_. of lawful money of the
said islands, in the whole, shall at any one time or in any one week be
received at any of the said banks from any Slave for the savings of such
Slaves, unless the said Slave at the time of tendering such other or greater

deposit, shall produce the consent in writing of his or her owner or manager,
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to such other or greater deposit being made. And in case any Slave shal}
be desirous at any one time, or in any one week, to make any such deposit
exceeding the aforesaid sum of » and the owner or manager
of such Slave shall refuse his or her consent to such deposit being made,
then and in every such case, the said protector and guardian, or deputy
protector and guardian for the time being, upon application to him for that
purpose made, shall issue a summons under his hand and seal requiring
the owner or manager of such Slave, or the person or persons under
whose direction or control such Slave may be, to appear before him at
some convenient time and place to be for that purpose therein appointed,
and show cause why such deposit should not be made; and if any such
owner or manager, or other person as aforesaid, being duly cited, shall fail
to appear before such protector and guardian, or deputy protector and
guardian, or appearing, shall fail to shew good and sutlicient cause why
such deposit should not be made, then and in every such case the said
protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, shall issue an
order under his hand and seal requiring the manager of the savings bank to
receive the amount of such deposit, and the same shall be received by him
accordingly.
6.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the
time being, in every his report to be half yearly made by him to the
governor or commander-in-chief of the colony, shall amongst other things
therein contained, state the amount of the several sums of money deposited
in any savings banks within the said islands, during the half year next
preceding the date of such report.
7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in

this Act contained shall be construed or understood to take effect, or be of
any force or virtue, until his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure herein shall
be made known, and his assent obtained thereto.

 

(No. 7.) A Bill to prevent the Separation of Slaves being Members of the
same Family, and to amend an Act entitled “ An Act to amend,
consolidate, and bring into one Act the several Laws relating
to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection and Security,
and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of Acts therein
mentioned, and for other Purposes.”

WHEREAS in and by the sixth and seventh clauses of an Act of the
General Assembly of the Bahama Islands, made and passed in the fourth
year of the reign of his present Majesty, entitled “ An Act to amend, con-
solidate, and bring into one Law the several Laws relating to Slaves, and
for giving them further Protection and Security, and for suspending several
Acts. and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes,” the
separation of Slaves, being members of the same family, whether by private
contract or public sale, or under or by virtue of any mortgage, execution
for debt, or other legal process whatever, or otherwise howsoever, ispro-
hibited under certain penalties therein mentioned; and whereas it is ex-
pedient that all such sales should be declared by law to be null and void,
and that some further regulations should be added to the provisions and
enactments of the said first-recited Act: Be it therefore enacted by his
Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, President and Commander-.in:
Chief, the Council and Assembly of his Majesty’s said Bahama Islands, and it
is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, that from and
alter the passing of this Act, if any Slave or Slaves shall be sold or trans-
ferred, whether by private contract or publicsale, or under or by virtue ofany
mortgage, execution for debt, or other legal process whatever, or otherwise
howsoever, contrary to the provisions and prohibitions contained in the
said sixth and seventh clauses of the said herein first-recited Act, then and
in every such case, every such sale or transfer, and every such execution
shall be (and the same is and are hereby declared to be) absolutely null in
the law, and void to all intents and purposes whatsoever: Provided always;
nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to
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extend to exempt any person or persons offending, or who may have
offended against the said provisions of the said herein first-recited Act, or
any of them, from all or any of the forfeitures or penalties thereby inflicted
or imposed.
oeAnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the
rovost marshal of the said islands, or any his lawful deputy or deputies,

or any other executive officer, by whom any levy upon any Slave or Slaves
shall be made under and by virtue ofany writ of execution, or other judicial
process whatsoever, shall be unable to ascertain whether any Slave on
whom he may so levy, has or has not a husband or wife, or reputed husband,

or wife, or child under the age of years, belonging to the
same owner, it shall be the duty of every such provost marshal, deputy, or
other officer as aforesaid, to make a special return of any such circumstance
to the court out of which the said writ or processshall have issued; and
the said court shall thereupon direct a copy of any such return to be de-
livered or transmitted to the protector. and guardian of Slaves within the
said islands, or deputy protector and guardian for the time being ; and after
hearing what may be alleged in the premises by such protector and
guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, and by the several parties in
any such action, suit, or proceeding, shall thereupon decide whether the
Slave so seized. and levied on, hath, or hath not any husband or wife, or
reputed husband or wife, or child, under the age of years,
belonging to the same owner as aforesaid, and shall make a rule of court
upon such provost marshal, deputy, or other officer as aforesaid, command-
ing them either to proceed to the sale of the said single Slave or not as
the case may require.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in

this Act contained shall be construed or understood to take effect, or be of
any force until his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure herein shall be made
known, and his assent obtained thereto.

(No 8.) A Bill for preventing Abuses in the Punishment of Slaves, whether
such Punishment is inflicted in due Course of Law, or by the
Authority of the Master.

WHEREAS it is expedient that all abuses in the punishment of Slaves,
whether such punishment be inflicted in due course of law, or by the

authority of the master, be prevented: Be it therefore enacted by his
Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, President and Commander-in-

Chief, the Council and Assembly of his Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is
hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, that in all pro-
secutions which may at any time hereafter be commenced or carried on,

in any court ofjustice within the colony, wherein a Slave may be charged
with any offence, punishable by death or transportation, there shall be given
1o the protector and guardian of Slaves within the said islands, or deputy
protector and guardian for the time being, the same notice of any such
prosecution, and of all proceedings therein, as according to law, and the
practice and usage of the court, would be given to the said Slave, if he or
she were of free condition: And the said protector and guardian, or deputy

protector and guardian, shall (and he is hereby authorized and required to)

be present, and attend at the trial, and all other the proceedings in every

such prosecution, as the protector of such Slave, and on his or her behalf,

and to act therein for the benefit and advantage of the said Slave, in such
manner, and by all such lawful ways and means, as by law, and the prac-
tice and usage of the court, any counsel, solicitor or attorney, might, upon
a like occasion, appear and act for the benefit or advantage of any person
of free condition,

2, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is, and
shall henceforth be, unlawful for any person or persons within the said
Bahama Islands, to carry any whip, cat, or other instrument of the like
nature, while superintending the labour of any Slaves or Slave in or upon
the fields of any plantation, or at, or about, any salt pond within the said
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islands, or to use any such whip, cat, or other instrument as aforesaid, for
the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slaves or Slave to perform labour
of any kind or nature whatsoever; or to carry, or exhibit upon any such
plantation, or at any such salt pond, or elsewhere, any such whip, cat, or

other instrument as aforesaid, as a mark or emblem of the authority of the
person or persons so carrying or exhibiting the same, over any Slaves or
Slave, and in case any person or persons, contrary to the provisions of this
Act, shall carry any whip, cat, or other instrument as aforesaid, while
superintending the labour of any Slaves or Slave, in or upon the fields of
any such plantation, or at, or about, any such salt pond, or shall use any
whip, cat, or other instrument as aforesaid, for the purpose of impelling or
coercing any Slaves or Slave to perform labour of any kind or nature what.
soever, or shall carry, or exhibit upon any such plantation, or at any such
salt pond, or elsewhere, any such whip, cat, or other instrument as aforesaid,
as a mark or emblem of his, her, or their authority over any Slaves or Slave,
then, and in every suchcase, the person or persons so offending, and each
and every the person or persons thereto, directing, authorizing, instigating,
or procuring, or aiding, assisting, or abetting, shall be deemed guilty ofa
misdemeanour. , .
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is, and

shall henceforth be, unlawtul for any person or persons within the said
islands, to inflict in any one day, upon any male Slave, for any offence, or
upon any ground, or for any reason whatsoever, any number of stripes or
lashes exceeding in the whole, or to inflict upon any such
male Slave, any punishment or correction, by the whipping, scourging, or
beating of his person, unless the person of such Slave, shall at the time of
such punishment or correction, be free from any laceration occasionedby
any whipping, scourging, or beating, or to inflict upon any such male Slave,
any punishment or correction by the whipping, scourging, or beating of his
person, until twenty-four hours, at the least, shall have elapsed from the
time of the commission of the offence, for, or in respect of which any such
punishment or correction may be inflicted, or to inflict upon any such male
Slave any such punishment or correction as aforesaid, unless one person of
free condition shall be present at, and witness the infliction of the whole of
such punishment, other than the person by whom or by whose authority the
same may be so inflicted. And in case any person or persons, contrary to
the provisions of this Act, shall inflict in any one day, upon any male Slave,
for any offence, or upon any ground, or for any reason whatsoever, any nun-
ber of stripes or lashes exceeding in the whole ; or shall
whip, scourge, or beat any such male Slave at any time, when there may be
upon his person any laceration occasioned by any former whipping, scourg-
ing, or beating; or shall inflict upon any such male Slave any punishment
or correction as aforesaid, until twenty-four hours, at the least, shall have
elapsed from the time of the commission of the offence, for or in respect of
which any such punishment or correction may be so inflicted, or shall inflict
upon any such male Slave any such punishment or correction’ as aforesaid,
without the presence and attendance during the whole of such punishment
of some person of free condition, other than the person by whom or by
whose authority the same may be inflicted; then, and in every such case,
the person or persons so offending, and each and every the person or persons
thereunto directing, authorizing, instigating or procuring, or aiding, assist-
ing, or abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour: Provided
nevertheless that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed
to extend, to any punishment or punishments which may be inflicted upon
any such Slave, under or by virtue of any sentence or judgment of any
court of competent jurisdiction within the said islands. .
4.-—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is, and

henceforth shall be, unlawful to correct or punish, by whipping or flogging,
any female Slave within the said islands, for any offence committed by
any such Slave; and if any person or persons within the said islands, shall
whip, flog, or correct any such female Slave with any whip, cat,. stick, or
other like instrument, then and in every such case, the person or persons
so offending, and each and every person or persons thereunto directing,
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authorizing, instigating or procuring, or aiding, assisting, or abetting,

shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour: Provided nevertheless, that

nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to

prevent the owner, manager, or employer of any such Slave under the age
of years, from causing her to be punished or corrected

for any fault or misconduct, in such and the same manner and according

to the same extent as any child of free condition may be, and usually is
punished in any school for the education of youth.
5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

“male Slave shall hereafter commit any offence within the said islands,
which by the law or laws in force there was heretofore punishable by

whipping or flogging, every such female Slave so offending shall, and may,

for any such her offence, be punished at the discretion of the court, or of

the owner or manager directing such punishment, by one or other of the

punishments or modes of punishment hereinafter mentioned, that is to say,

First, By solitary confinement with, or without, work, in any fit or proper
place on any plantation or estate, or elsewhere within the said islands:
Provided nevertheless that no such place of confinement shall be made use

of for any such purpose, unless and until some practitioner of medicine

within the said islands, and the protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy
protector and guardian for the time being, or the assistant protector and
guardian for the island or quay whereon the same is situate, shall have first
signed a certificate in writing approving of such place of confinement, shall
be transmitted to and deposited in the office of the said protector and
guardian at Nassau. And provided also, that no such solitary confincment
shall continue for any greater period or be of longer duration than

for any one offence, and that no such Slave shall be subjected
to any punishment by solitary confinement more than in
any one calendar month. Secondly, By field stocks for confinement of
the hands during the hours of labour, in the field, or at the salt pond;

provided that the period of any such confinement shall not at any one time
exceed ' and shall not be repeated a second time until

between the time of any such repetition and the termina-
tion of any such previous punishment. Thirdly, By house stocks for the
hands and feet, or either of them, with or without seats, during any period

of the day, provided that the period of any such confinement shall not
exceed for any one offence, and that no such punishment

shall be repeated twice within the period of . Fourthly,
By bed stocks for confinement for the feet during the night, provided that
no such punishment shall be repeated within the period of

. Fifthly, By distinguishing dresses to be used either with or without
the stocks, provided that such punishment be not continued for any
longer period than _ for any one offence, and that the same
be not repeated within between the time of any such
repetition and the termination of any such previous punishment, Sixthly,
By confinement either solitary or otherwise, during one of the hours of
noon, with or without work during such confinement, provided that no such
punishment be repeated within the period of between
the time of any such repetition and the termination of any such previous
punishment.
6.—Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that none of the before-mentioned punishments shall be inflicted on any
such female Slave by the authority of her owner, manager, or employer,
until twenty-four hours at least shall have elapsed from the time of the
commission ofthe offence for which any such punishment may be so inflicted,
and unless one person of free condition, other than the person by whom, or
by whose authority, the same may be inflicted, shall be present at and
witness the inftiction of such punishment.
7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

Person or persons shall repeat any such punishment as aforesaid at any
earlier period than is hereby allowed, or shall continue any such punishment
beyond the period of duration for that purpose herein prescribed and limited,
or shall place any such female Slave in solitary confinement in any place
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which shall not have been first approved of and certified in manner herein.
before directed within next preceding any such confinement,
or shall use any stocks for the purpose of punishment in any such manner
as to affect the health of the Slave contined therein, or to inflict any
permanent injury on her person, or shall fail to supply the Slave undergoing
any such punishment, when the same shall continue for more than twelve
hours, with a proper quantity of prepared farinaceous food, and with a
proper supply of water; or who shall punish any woman known, or
supposed by him, to be pregnant, by solitary confinement or by any stocks
applied in such manner as to produce the risk of miscarriage, or shall inflict
upon any female Slave any of the before-mentioned punishments, until
twenty-four hours at least shall have elapsed from the time of the com.
mission of the offence for which any such punishment may be sv inflicted,
and without the presence of one person of free condition to witness the
infliction of such punishment, then, and in every such case, the person or
persons so offending, and each and every the persons or person thereunto
directing, authorizing, instigating, or procuring or aiding, assisting, or
abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour.
8.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any male Slave

shall hereafter commit any offence within the said islands, which by the
law or laws now in force there is punishable with flogging, it shall and
may be lawful to, and for the owner, manager, or employer of any such
Slave, or for any court ofjustice, or justice of the peace having jurisdiction
in the premises to substistute for, and in lieu of, such flogging, any one of
the six modes or manners of punishment hereinbefore mentioned, in the
case of female Slaves: Provided nevertheless that the several conditions,
regulations, restrictions, and provisions aforesaid, so far as the same orany
of them may be applicable to the case of male Slaves, be at all timesduly
observed and attended to.
_9.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there

shall be kept by every person having charge of a task or working gang of
Slaves exceeding . in number, and upon every plantation
or estate within the colony, a book to be called “ the Punishment Record
Book,” and that it shall be the duty of the owner or manager, or other
person having the direction of; or chief authority in, any such plantation,
or the charge or management of any such gang, to enter and record in the
said book at or within hours next immediately after the time of
infliction of any punishment whatsoever hereby authorized on any female
Slave, or any male Slave, who may be punished in any day with any
number of stripes or lashes exceeding , or who shall receive any
other kind of punishment hereby authorized, a statement of the nature and
particulars of the offence for or in respect of which any such punishment
may be inflicted, and of the time when and place where such offence was
committed, and of the time when and place where such punishment
was inflicted, and of the nature, extent, and particulars thereof; and in
the cases of male Slaves of the number of stripes or lashes actually inflicted
upon the offender, together with the names of the person or persons by
whom and by whose authority the punishment was inflicted, and of the
person or persons of free condition present and attending at the infliction
of every such punishment.
10.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person

having the charge of any task or working gang of Slaves, exceeding
in number, or if any owner, manager, or other person having the

direction of or chief authority in any such plantation or estate, shall neglect
or omit to make in the said punishment record book, any entry which
according to the provisions of this Act ought to be made therein, or shall
not make such entry within hours after the infliction of each and
every punishment to which any such entry may relate, every person s0
offending shall incur and become liable to a fine not exceeding2 ,
nor less than £ of lawful money of these islands. And if any
person or persons shall wilfully or fraudulently make or cause to be made
any false entry or fraudulent erasure in any such punishment record book,
or shall wilfully or fraudulently burn, cancel, obliterate, or destroy the
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same or any parts thereof, the person or persons so offending shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanour.

11.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every

person having charge of a task or working gang of Slaves, exceeding
in number, and every owner, manager, or other person having the

direction of or chief authority in any plantation or estate within the colony,

shall, on the first Monday next following the 5th day of April, 24th day of

June, 29th day of September, and 25th day of December in each year,

repair to the protector of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian for the

time being, at Nassau, or to the assistant protector and guardian of Slaves

for the island or quay on which he may dwell, and produce before him a

true and exact transcript or copy of every entry which during the quarter
of a year next preceding may have been made in the punishment record

book to his or her task, or working gang, or plantation, or estate relating,

and shall take and subscribe the following oath (which such protector and
guardian, or deputy or assistant protector and guardian, is hereby autho-
rized to administer) to be annexed to the said transcript or copy, (that is to
say) “1, A. B, having charge of a task or workinggang of Slaves, exceeding

in number, worked or employed on the island of
(or owner or manager of the plantation or estate called , situate

in the island of ), do make oath and say that the paper writing
hereunto annexed, contains a true and exact copy of every entry which
since the day of last, hath been made in the

punishment record book of the before-mentioned task or working gang (or
plantation or estate). And I do further swear that the said punishment
record book hath been punctually and accurately kept since the said
day of , in the manner required by law, and that no fraudu-
lent erasure or false entry hath been made therein by me, or by any person
by my procurement, or with my knowledge or consent, So help me God.”
12—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

such owner, manager, or other person as aforesaid shall not, since the time

of making his last preceding return, have inflicted any punishment upon
any female Slave belonging to any such his or her task or working gang, or
plantation or estate, or any punishment exceeding stripes or
lashes upon any such male Slave, then and in every such case, instead of
the oath herein before mentioned, such owner, manager, or other person as

aforesaid, shall at the several times aforesaid, take and subscribe before the

said protector and guardian of Slaves, or deputy protector and guardian at
Nassau, or assistant protector and guardian of Slaves for the island or quay
on which such owner, manager, or other person as aforesaid may dwell,
the following oath (which the said protector and guardian or deputy pro-
tector and guardian, or assistant protector and guardian is hereby autho-
rized to administer,) that is to say, “ I A.B., having charge of a task or
working gang of Slaves, exceeding in number, worked
and employed on the island of (or owner or manager of
the plantation or estate called situate on the island
of ) do make oath and say, that since the
day of last, no punishment hath been inflicted by me or by
my order or with my knowledge, upon any female Slave belonging or
attached to the said task or working gang of Slaves (or to the saidplanta-
tion or estate), and that since the said day of
no punishmentexceeding stripes or lashes hath been
inflicted by me or by my order or with my knowledge upon any male
Slave belonging or attached to the said task or working gang ofSlaves, or
to the said plantation or estate. AndI do further swear that no entry of
any such punishment hath, since the day of

been made by me or any person or persons by my procurement or with my
knowledge or consent, so help me God.”
13.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

at least before the time of making any such return,
there shall be transmitted by the protector and guardian of Slaves to the
owner or manager of every plantation or estate situate in the Island of New
Providence, and to every other person on the said island having charge of
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a task or working gang of Slaves exceeding ‘in number who
shall think fit to apply for the same, and by every assistant protector
and guardian of Slaves for any other island or quay within the colony, to
every owner or manager of any plantation or estate on such island or qua
situate, and to every other person there dwelling, and having charge ofany
such task or working gang, a printed blank form of the before-mentioned
affidavits, together with a notice of the time and place at which such pro.
tector and guardian or deputy or assistant protector and guardian will
attend for the purpose of receiving the returns and administering the oaths
aforesaid. And every such protector and guardian, or deputy or assistant
protector and guardian, shall (and he is hereby required to) attend from
day to day for successive days for the purposes aforesaid ; and
in case it shall be made to appear to any such protector and guardian, or
deputy or assistant protector and guardian, by the certificate of any medi.
cal practitioner, that any person or persons liable to make such returns is
or are by reason of sickness rendered incapable of attending for that pur.
pose at the time and place therefore appointed, then and in every such case
the said protector and guardian, or deputy or assistant protector andguar-
dian, shall (and he is hereby required to) attend the person or persons go-
incapacitated at his, or her, or their place or places of abode, for the pur-
pose of receiving the said returns, and taking such affidavits as aforesaid.

14.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ifany
person or persons shall refuse or neglect to make any such return,orto
take and subscribe any such oath and affidavit as is or are required of him,
her, or them by this Act, then and in every such case, the person or per-
sons so offending, shall incur and become liable to a fine not exceeding

pounds, nor less than pounds of lawful mone
aforesaid, to be recovered and applied in manner hereinafter mentioned.

15.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
assistant protector and guardian of Slaves within the said islands, shall
(and is hereby required to) transmit to the protector and guardian of Slaves,
or deputy protector and guardian of Slaves, at his office in Nassau, the whole
of the returns that may be so made to him as aforesaid, together with the
original affidavit thereunto annexed within next after such
quarterly returns shall be complete. And in case any such assistant pro-
tector and guardian shall himself be the owner or manager of any such
plantation or estate, or have the charge of any such task or working gang,
he shall, together with the returns to be so transmitted by him in each year
for the quarters of ayear next preceding the said day
of and day of in every
such year, deliver to the said protector.and guardian, or deputy protector
and guardian, a transcript or copy of the entrics made in his own punish-
ment record book, for the last preceding half year, together with an affida-
vit to be by him sworn to before thechief justice of the said islands or one
of theassistant justices of the General Court thereof, in the manner and
form hereinbefore mentioned, and under such and the like penalty for any
refusal or neglect as is hereinbefore imposed in the case of any other
person or persons refusing or neglecting to make his, her, or their return,
or to take and subscribe any the before-mentioned oath.
16.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the

said protector and guardian, or deputy protector and guardian, shall enrol and
record in books to be kept by him for that purpose, the whole of the
returns so to be made by him, and shall keep and preserve in his said office
the originals of the said returns and affidavits ; and for the better and more
convenient keeping of the said records, a distinct and separate book shall
be appropriated and kept for every separate island or quay, and therein
shall be transcribed in alphabetical order, according to the names by which
each plantation or estate is described in any such return, or the name ofthe
person having charge of any such task or working gang as aforesaid, each
and every of the returns for the island or quay to which such book may
relate and be appropriated, and full and exact indices to such books shall
also be kept by him.
17.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon
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the prosecution of any person being the owner or manager of any such

plantation or estate, or having charge of any such task or working gang for
inflicting or causing or procuring to be inflicted upon any Slave any punish-

ment hereby declared to be illegal, if the Slave so alleged to have been

illegally punished shall be produced in open court, and if the marks or
traces of a recent flogging or laceration shall appear on the person of

such Slave; and if such Slave shall in open court declare such marks or

traces to be the consequences of any such unlawful punishment or correc-

tion, and being duly examined by the said court, shall make a particular, con-
sistent, and probable statement of all the circumstances attendant on such

unlawful punishment, then and in every such case, although such Slave should

not be a competent witness in the law, the owner, manager, or other person

having the charge of such Slave, shall be bound to prove either that the

anishment of which the marks or traces may be so apparent, was not in-

flicted by him or by his procurement or with his knowledge or consent, or

that such punishment was a lawful punishment within the true intent and

meaning of this Act, and was inflicted in the presence of one such witness

as is thereby required, and in default of such proof, such owner, manager

or other person as aforesaid shall be convicted and adjudged to be guilty

of the offence imputed to him; and every such prosecution as aforesaid,

shall be conducted by the protector and guardian or deputy protector and

guardian of Slaves for the time being; and it shall not be lawful for him to

discontinue any such prosecution, except in obedience to an order in

writing to be for that purpose issued by and under the hand and seal of the

governor oF commander in chief for the time being of the colony.

18.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any of

the people called Quakers, who may be resident within the said islands,
being required to take any oath or oaths, in pursuance of this Act, may,

and they are hereby authorized to, make his, her, or their solemn affirmation

in lieu of such vath oroaths; and if any person taking any such oath, or

being a Quaker making his solemn affirmation under or in pursuance of the

said Act, shall be guilty of swearing or affirming falsely and wilfully, every

person so offending, and being lawfully convicted thereof, shall incur and/

become liable to the same pains and penalties as are provided by law

against wilful and corrupt perjury. i

19.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

person or persons shall be guilty of any offence, which by virtue of this

Act is declared to be a misdemeanour, every such person so offending and

being lawfully convicted thereof, shall if of free condition become liable

toa fine not exceeding £ . of lawful money aforesaid, nor
less than £ of like money, or to imprisonment not ex-

ceeding , hor less than 3

or both to fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the court before which

any such conviction may take place, or being a Slave shall be punished by

imprisonment and hard labour for any time not exceeding ,

nor less than , at the discretion of the said court.

20.—Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, that if any person or persons shall be convicted of any cruelty to any

Slave, the said court at their discretion shall and may (and is hereby
authorized to) declare the right, title, and interest of the person or persons
so convicted in, and to any such Slave, to be absolutely forfeited to his

Majesty ; and if any person shall be twice convicted of inflicting upon any

Slave any cruel or unlawful punishment, the person so convicted, shall, in

addition to the penalties before mentioned, be declared by the court, before
which such second conviction may take place, absolutely incapable in the
law to be the owner or proprietor, or to act as the manager, overseer, or
superintendent of any Slave or Slaves within the said islands, and all and

every the Slave or Slaves whereof any such offender may at the time of
such second conviction have been the owner or proprietor, and all the
right, title, and interest of any such person in or to any such Slaves, shall

thenceforth become and be absolutely forfeited to his Majesty, provided

always (and itis hereby declared to be the true intent and meaning thereof)
that no such forfeiture to his Majesty of any Slave, or of any right, title, or
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interest in any such Slave shall in any way diminish, affect, or take awa .the right, title, or interest, of any person in or to any such Slave, except ofthe person upon the conviction of whom any. such forfeiture ma beincurred ; provided also, that whenever any such forfeiture as aforesaidshal]in fact accrue to his Majesty, the same shall not be carried into effect }the actual seizure or sale of the property so forfeited, until all and everthe particulars and circumstances of the case shall have been reported tghis Majesty through one of his principal secretariesof state, and until hisMajesty’s royal will and pleasure shall have been signified thereon,Provided nevertheless that pending any such reference, and until hisMajesty’s said pleasure shall have been so signified, the property forfeitedshall be and continue to be vested in his Majesty, subject neverthelesstobe again divested if his Majesty shall be graciously pleased to remit theforfeiture thereof.
21.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothinherein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to exempt anperson or persons who shall wilfully mutilate, or Cause, or permit, or sufferto be mutilated, any Slave or Slaves, or who shall wantonly or cruelly whip,maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, imprison, or keep in confinement withoutsufficient support, any Slave or Slaves, or who shall punish any Slavefixing, or causing to be fixed, any iron or other collar round the neck of ansuch Slave, or by loading the body or limbs of such Slave with chains,irons, or weights of any kind other than such as areabsolutelynecessaryfor securing the person of such Slave while in confinement, from any thepains, penalties, fines, and forfeitures imposed on persons in like’ caseoffending, in and by an Act of the General Assembly of the Bahama Islandsmade and passed in the fourth year of the reign of his presentMajesty,entitled “An Act to amend, ‘consolidate, and bring into one Act, theseveral Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection andSecurity, and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of Acts therein men-tioned, and for other Purposes ;” but that all and every the person andersons offending, or who may have offended, or who at any time or timesfereafter shall or may offend, against the provisions in that behalf of thesaid recited Act, or any of them shall, and they and each and every of themis, and are hereby declared to be, subject to all and every the respectivepains, penalties, fines, and forfeitures, herein or thereby imposed; and thesame, and each and every of them, shall be sued for, prosecuted, and re-covered in manner and form therein directed, anything herein containedto the contrary notwithstanding. ;

_ 22.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that theprotector and guardian of Slaves, (or deputy protector and guardian ofSlaves) inevery his report to be -half yearly made by him to the governoror commander-in-chief of the colony, shall include therein a statement ofthe particulars of all the returns which by virtue of this Act may have beenmade to him in the half year next preceding the date of any such report,by the several assistant protectors and guardians within their several andrespective districts, and the names of the persons, if any, against whom hemay during the same preceding half year, have instituted any criminalprosecutions under the said Act.
23.—And be it further enacted by the authorit

in this Act contained shall be construed or understood to take effect, orto be of any force or virtue, until his Majesty’s royal will andpleasureherein shall be made known and his assent obtained thereto.

y aforesaid, that nothing

etreerent

(No. 9.) PRocEEDINGs or THE House or AssEMBLY.

Tuesday November. 14th, 1826.

Mr. Storr, from the committee to whom was referred the eight several Billsreada first time the nineteenth ultimo, respecting certain proposed melio-
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rations of the condition of the Slavesin this colony, with instructions to report
on the expediency of the same, and the practicability of adopting them, or
any part or parts thereof, within the colony, delivered the following

REPORT.

“The committee to which was referred the eight several Bills read a
first time on the nineteenth ultimo, respecting certain proposed ameliora-
tions of the condition of the Slaves in this colony, with instructions to
report on the expediency of the same, and the practicability of adopting
them, or any part or parts thereof, within the colony, report as follows:—

“ The committee being impressed with a deep sense of the importance
and delicacy of the several matters referred to them, have, after the most
anxious and deliberate consideration of the whole, to report, that, among
the proposed enactments of the eight Bills referred to them, there are
some which appear to the committee, if not altogether objectionable upon
general grounds, yet, as being from local circumstances, for the present at
least utterly impracticable in this colony; whilst on the other hand the
committee have the pleasure to admit, that in their opinion, formed upon
serious consideration, the most material part, as they conceive, of the
system proposed, and embraced in the Bills before them, and intended for
the melioration of the condition of the Slaves in the colony, may be esta-
blished, if with but little perceptible benefit at present to the Slaves or
their owners, yet, as the committee trust, without injury to either. For
the committee must do the colony the justice to add, that a very consider-
able portion of those beneficial enactments, are in general conformity with
the already existing laws and usages of the country.
“ The office of guardian and protector of Slaves, the committee consider

as uncalled for in the Bahamas; and with the ramifications of the system
necessarily connected with that office to render it effective, would burden
the country with an expense which it is at this time entirely unable to bear.
“The protector of Slaves ought to be a gentleman of education and

talents. In other hands, the office would be a nuisance. And therefore
asthe nature and duties of that office would preclude the person holding
it, from any other profitable employment in the colony, his appointments
would require to be liberal. ‘The same observations apply, with but little
modification, to the assistant protectors. Now, among these islands (the
entire number of which is yet unknown) extending over a space of sea of
six hundred miles and upwards in length, there are about seventeen islands
and quays permanently inhabited. ‘To give effect to the proposed system,
therefore, all these settled islands and quays would require at least one
officer in each; and three or four of the islands, from their great length
and the distance of the settlements on them from each other would require
two or three; making about two or three and twenty officers in the whole,
to be paid out of the colonial chest. The committee have to observe, that
by some late regulations, the salaries of the officers of his Majesty’s
customs in these islands, being nine in number, already absorb a sum equal
to a fifth of the ordinary revenues of the colony, and therefore to maintain
an establishment of two or three and twenty Slave protectors also, in a like
scale, would leave just something more than a third of the unabsorbed
balance for the support of the government and other colonial purposes.
._ “ The committee take occasion here to mention what probably is but
imperfectly known to his Majesty’s ministers, namely, the superior moral
condition and intelligence of the Bahama Slaves, in comparison with those
in the sugar colonies generally to the southward, On this score, our
colonists possibly can claim little other merit than that of never having
opposed any obstacles to the progress of Negro improvement; which is
perhaps in fact, to be mainly attributed to the smallness of the properties
of most of our planters; in consequence of which, .the bulk of the Slave
population, being divided into small gangs, live in a state of more or less
domestication with their owners, or those in charge of the several planta-
tions to which they belong; and also to this circumstance, that, from the
nature and position of these islands, a number of the male Slaves are
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employed in navigation, and constantly associated, in that occupation, with
whites and other freemen: which is, almost of necessity, calculated to

disseminate, among the Slave population gencrally, a taste for many of the
comforts of civilized life, and at the same time afford them, to a consider.

able extent, the means of acquiring them.
“ With this improvement in the physical condition of the Slaves, their

advancement in morals and religion has happily kept pace. And there.
fore the committee respectfully suggest that, should the colonial legislature

be of opinion that the time has arrived, when Slaves may, with certain
proper precautions for a time, be admitted as witnesses under oath, before

magistrates and juries in cases where their evidence may be necessary to

the protection of their persons and properties, there would be the lesg
need, in this colony perhaps none, of their being placed under the
extraordinary guardianship of any new office to be created for the security
of their rights. tae

‘“‘ lt being impracticable, as already shewn, to establish in these islands
any system of Slave guardianship, such as is ‘contemplated by the Bills
before the committee, itis at once obvious that noneof the proposed enact.
ments of these Bills, which are in necessary connexion with that system,
can be carried into effect here. Among other things, accordingly, those
clauses of the Bill relating to the punishment of Slaves, which would
require a record of punishments to be kept in plantations, for the purpose
of having copies of those records transmitted to England through the pro-
tector’s office, would of course be here adopted in vain. To any such
records indeed, the committee would be disposed to object generally, for
this reason, (and the committee hope to be excused for stating that reason
frankly) that few planters, or at least, few of the persons in charge of
plantations in the Bahamas, are capable of keeping any records of the kind,
Our plantations also being for the most part in secluded situations, on islands
sometimes not a tenth part cleared for cultivation, and still oftener on
others, more than three-fourths abandoned, on account of the exhausted
state of the soil, those in charge of them are seldom inasituation to get
literal assistance, to supply their own deficiencies, or even free witnesses
beyond the limits of their own families, to attest their proceedings. A
great number of those plantations also are in the charge of free Negroes
and coloured people, and still more frequently of Slaves, and other
illiterate persons, the owners residing in other places altogether: so that
many regulations which in more fortunate and populous countries might be
easily carried into effect, would frequently in this colony call for absolute
impossibilities.

** With respect to the punishment of female Slaves, the committee would
have much pleasure in recommending the adoption of the provisions of the
Bill relating thereto, could the committee be persuaded that it was at this
time possible to substitute any effectual mode of punishment in the place
of flogging. The committee, under a feeling of unwillingness to subscribe
to a doctrine altogether at variance with the habits of polished life, but in
which all Slave-owners concur, particularly the best acquainted with plan-
tation affairs, and which it therefore is the duty of the committee not to
withhold from the House on this occasion, have to acknowledge that female
Slaves generally require more frequent correction than males; and that
with the females originate a large proportion of the crimes for which the
males suffer. Confinement in stocks is in use here, as in other countries,
as a fair punishment for minor offences. But how far solitary confinement
might answer the purpose of restraining the perpetration of grave offences,
the committee have had no opportunity of forming an opinion, nor could the
experiment be at this time generally tried in the colony, except at an
expense not only incommensurate in the extreme with the bencfits pro-
posed from it, but one also which the country could not possibly bear.
What has been already urged with respect to assistant protectors of Slaves,
will apply with still greater force to this subject, inasmuch as there is but
one prison worthy of the name, within the whole range of the Bahamas,
namely, that in this town. Here therefore the experiment might be tried:
but not throughout the other islands, where it would be of infinitely more
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importance; but in which, with a very small population, thinly scattered at
distant points from each other, over an area of land and sea of so many
hundred milcs as already represented, to make the experiment fairly,
would require a gaol to be erected upon almost every plantation large and
small: In short, were a grand attempt to be made to establish effectually
in this colony, all the operose machinery of protection, any punishment
which the Bills now before the committee call for, the Slave protections,
gaolers, turnkcys, &c.,with their families, should they have any, would in
a great majority of the islands constitute nearly a half of their white
population. . . .

“ The committee also deem it extremely questionable whethicr confine-
ment in any shape would be considered as a punishment by a Negro Slave,
whom for the most part, as is well known, exemption from labour would
reconcile to almost any other privation than that of food. It is clear that
ashort confinement is scarcely any punishment at all—and a long one
would be so much loss of labour to the master. In the case of females in
particular it is to be observed, especially those having families, that while
they should enjoy at their ease an exemption from labour, it would be their
husbands and children, perhaps their aged parents also, that would be the
real sufferers from their confinement,
“ The use of the whip as an excitement to labour, has ever as yet been

unknown in these islands; nor can the legislature well refuse to confirm
its exclusion by positive law. But asa punishment for crime, flogging is
not only authorized, but regulated even by holy scripture, and with limita-
tions by-the-bye, not always very scrupulously attended to, even by the
tender hearted authorities of that very country which now seeks to abolish
the practice altogether in her colonies. Reform, like charity, should
begin at home; in the army and navyfor instance, as well as clsewhere,
inasmuch as it is idle to expect efficacy from a naked precept at such open
variance with the example of the preceptors themselves.
“With respect to the interval of twenty-four hours between the perpctra-

tion of an offence and its punishment, the committee frankly admit their
approbation of the principle, but have at the same time to regret that from
a circumstance already more than once adverted to, namely, the want of
places of easy confinement on those of the islands principally occupied by
the planters, no such enactment could be safely carried into effect—for the
delay suggested would in those islands only be twenty-four hours’ notice
to the Slave to run away, of which there is but little doubt nincty-nine
in a hundred would avail themselves.

“ The enactments of the eighth Bill now before the committee, which pro-
poseaforfeiture of Slave property, or in other words, the emancipationofthe
Slaves, as the penalty of cruel or illegal punishment, the committce cannot
approve. Ifone exercise extreme cruelty to a Slave, it would be well to pre-
vent a repetition of the offence, by, besides other punishment, transferring
that Slave to a better master. But the committee cannot understand why the
commission of the offence should entitle the injured party to frecdom. So
long indeed as any considerable portion of the Slave population would, if
free, be unable or unwilling to subsist otherwise than by rapine, theft, or
other crimes, the committee consider all emancipations but those on the
score of character or merit of some kind, as a public injury. Meritorious
Slaves are very rarely the victims of a master’s cruelty. And if freedom
were to be the reward of insolence and other provocation, on the part of the
Slave, sufficient to transport every choleric owner beyond the bounds of
discretion, it would of course be the very worst class of Slaves that
would be likely to become first free.
“The provison that by a second act of cruelty, or even illegality, wnat-

tended with cruelty or any serious criminality whatever, in the punishment of a
Slave, or an owner should forfeit all his Slaves, is as monstrous in principle
as it would be perilous in the extreme in practice.” The House in 1824
observed upon the Trinidad order in council what may be here properly re-
peated with respect to this extraordinary clause ofthe Bill. In a message te
his excellency the governor from the House, it was stated that “ besides the
multitude of other objectionable parts of that ordinance, that from which
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the more immediate evils are to be apprehended, perhaps, is the portion of
it which restrains within certain limits the punishment of Slaves, the
callous inflexibility of the edict, rejecting all distinction between the most
atrocious violation of the spirit of the law, and the most venial transgres.
sions of its letter; and above all the appallingdisproportion between the
offence and its penalty. A lash illegally inflicted on the whitest freeman
in England or the colonies, is expiated by a small fine, or at most, by a
short imprisonment. But here, a like assault upon a Slave by his master,
is to be punished by the forfeiture of at least one half of that master's
fortune, however splendid it may be. As one, of perhaps a hundred fairly
supposable cases of rank oppressionandinjustice, to result from the proposed
regulations, asingle female Slave, privileged, as she would be, from cor.
poral punishment, would have only to inflict, privately, upon her own
shoulders just severe enough to shew a perceptible mark of the violence, and
charge her owner with the offence, and she might thereby not only procure
her own emancipation, but that also of all her kindred, and of the entire
gang to which she belonged, should it amount to thousands in number, and
in value millions. The right of giving evidence in all other cases, is con.
fined to Slaves duly instructed in the christian religion. But here, no
manner of religious or moral qualification is required; no certificate of
character, nothing but the lash on the back anda plausible tale in the
mouth of the complainant. Let it also be remembered, that even in cases
in which it should be afterwards made to appear, that the person convicted
had been unjustly accused, and had been the innocent victim of fraud
and perjury on the part of his accuser, still he would be altogether without
remedy, Nearly every other sentence of the law is, for a time at least,
under the wholesome control of the executive.
‘In this case the Slaves by the sentence itself, would at once become for.

feited to the crown; or in other words, irreversibly manumitted. The pro.
perty ofthe innocent and injured owner, once so lost, could never be restored ;
and thus from the very nature of his case, even the doors of royal mercy
“must of necessity remain shut against him for ever.—Neither is there any
reservation in favour of the rights ofjoint proprietors, reversioners, entailed
heirs, mortgagees, or creditors of any description: every consideration of
the kind is utterly lost sight of, in the eagerness for emancipations too
plainly manifested by those who have been unhappily permitted to advise
this extraordinary measure.

“ And though the proceedings under the Bill would be somewhat less
summary, and affect a little more regard to the rights of innocent persons,
the power to do all the wrong anticipated is still vested in the same
hands ; a power that ought not to be vested in any hands, and still less in
in the hands of those who have shewn themselves on all occasions, of late,
to act under the influence of opinions hostile to every principle of fair
dealing between the mother country and her colonies on the subject of
Slavery. In one part of the system, the framers of the projected code,
guard studiously against manumissions by individuals, which are likely to
be onerous to the community; but by the proposed enactments last com-
mented on, Slaves of all descriptions, of merit and no merit, of good cha-
racter and bad, old and young, feeble and strong, healthy and infirm, are to
be thrown upon the public, by whole gangs, of hundreds perhaps at once,
at the discretion of those who may happen to be, for the time, at the helm
of state affairs in Great Britain.

“ The committee therefore recommend that the eight several Bills re-
ferred to above mentioned, be rejected. The committee further recommend
it to the House, to direct a Bill or Bills to be brought in to amend the
Consolidated Slave Act, and that the same shall contain clauses to the fol-
lowing effect, viz.—

“ A clause to further legalize and yegulate the intermarriage of Slaves,
and of Slaves with free persons of colour, whereby it may be lawful to
solemnize such marriages, without the consent of the owners of such Slaves,
when such consent is withheld without sufficient cause shewn to the satis-
faction of two magistrates, with the right of appeal from the decision of
the magistrates to the governor,
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« Also a clause further to confirmthe present law of the colony, for-
bidding, under certain suitable penalties, the labour of Slaves on Sundays,
except in cases of urgent necessity; to prevent all kindofpublic markets

on that day, except a market for fresh meat,fish, fruit, milk, and vege-

tables, to be closed for the day, at nine o’clock in the forenoon; and to

cause all stores and shops, for the sale of merchandise, as well as all retail
liquor shops, to be shut from nine o’clock on Saturday night, until daylight
on Monday morning, with an exception in favour of the sale of medicines
for immediate use.

« Also, a clause to confirm, by law, the right of Slaves to property, real
and personal, (Slaves only excepted) and the acquirement thereof by pur-
chase or inheritance: and to enable. them to bring and defend suits by
prochain ami, and under proper circumstances informd pauperis, to provide
for a bank or place of security, in which Slaves may deposit their monies,
with such limitations and restrictions as may be necessary to prevent all
dishonest acquisition of such monies by such Slaves.

« Also a clause to further regulate the present prohibition of the sepa-
ration of families under any circumstances, in the sale of Slaves, and de-
clare all such sales void.

« Also a clause to further prevent abuses in the punishment of Slaves,
and to make it illegal to punish female Slaves by flogging except in private,
or by sentence of some court of competent jurisdiction.
«Also a clause to admit Slaves professing the Christian religion, and

understanding the nature of an oath, to give evidence in all cases tried or to
be tried by a jury, according to the course of the common law, or the pro-
visions of any act of assembly of these islands; excepting only in ex-officio
informations, and cases in which a question of freedom may he at issue, or
implicated, directly or indirectly.
* Also a clause authorizing the manumission of Slaves, having the means

of purchasing their freedom, by compensating their owners for all losses
sustained or to be sustained by such owners, by reason of such manumis-
sions: that is to say, that the compensation is ta be estimated, not merely
by the probable market price of the Slave if exposed.to sale as such, but
with due regard also to any further remuneration that owners may shew
themselves entitled to under the special circumstances of each case: and
that the estimate shall, in disputed cases, be made by referees fairly chosen,
and sworn to make their estimate on the above principle; and that the
referees shall have power to award an immediate manumission, or, at their
discretion, when it can be shewn that such immediate or any early manu-
mission would seriously affect the interests of owners, to postpone the same
according to circumstances, but in no case for more than one year.”

The Report ordered to lie on the Table.

 

(No. 10.) An Act toamend an Act, entitled “An Act to amend, conso-
lidate, and bring into one Act, the severat Laws relating to
Slaves, and for giving them further Protection and Sccurity,
and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of Acts therein
mentioned, and for other Purposes.”

_ WHEREAS it is expedient that an Act passed in the fourth year of pane that the
his present Majesty’s reign entitled “ An Act to amend, consolidate, and Act 4th Geo. IV. to
bring into one Act, the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving nt icing Bato ows
them further Protection and Security, and for suspending several ActsActtieLaws relating
and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes” should be£0Sires: should be
amended: May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted,
and be it enacted by his Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, Presi-
dent and Commander-in-Chicf ; the Council and Assembly of your
Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, so
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wenn muchorane se" much of the several Acts next hereinafter mentioned as relates to free.inaiter mentioned as Blacks and free Persons of Colour, be and the samc is hereby suspendedrelate to free blacls : i i iand free persons of OF and during the continuance of this Act, that is to say, an Act passedcolour suspended. in the seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the
Third, entitled, “ An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians,”
also one other Act, passed in the eighth year of his said lateMajesty’
Reign, entitled ‘‘ An Act for suspending a Clause in an Act, entitied
‘ An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians, and for amend.
ing the said Act, ‘also one other Act passed in the twentieth year of his
said late Majesty’s reign, entitled, “An Act for suspending Parts of cer.
tain Clauses, and amending other Clauses in an Act entitled, ‘an Act for
governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians,’” also one other Act passed in
the year last aforesaid, entitled “An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattocy,Mustees, and Indians”and for suspending several Acts therein mentioned ”
also one other Act passed in the same year last aforesaid, entitled « An
Act to amend a Clause in an Act passed in the Seventh Year of his saidlate Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ‘An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattocs,and Indians ;’” also one other Act passed in the twenty-fourth year of hissaid late Majesty’s Reign entitled “ An Act for governing Negroes, Mu-
lattoes, Mustees, and Indians, and for suspending several Acts therein
mentioned,” also all and every Act and Acts, Clause and Clauses of Acts
respecting the governing of Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees, and Indians,which in and by the said last-recited Act, are or were thereby suspendedduring the continuance of the said Act; also one other Act passed in thethirty-seventh year of his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled “ An Act toconsolidate and bring into one Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, andfor giving them further Protection and Security, for altering the Mode ofTrial of Slaves charged with capital Offences, for suspending the several
Acts and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes.”min? future mann- = 2,—And be it further enacted that from and after the passing of thisorconveyance of ACt, NO manumission, gift, sale, assignment, devise, bequest, or otherSeesee wa talid, conveyance of Slaves, shall be valid or effectual in law or equity unlesspative, or written, o. Dy NUnCupative or other last will and testament, duly executed and pub-by deed. lished according to law, or by deed of gift, deed of bargain and sale, orother instrument in writing, duly executed under seal or otherwise, attested
by at least one literate, free, competent, and disinterested witness; all which
wills, deeds, and other instruments of writing, shall and may be proved, re-corded and dealt with in the proper court or office of this government, in
manner and form, and to the same effect and under the same regulations as
wills and deeds are proved, recorded and dealt with, according to law inProviso. Former Other cases: Provided however, that nothing herein contained shall invalidatebeattested. OF in any manner affect any manumissions, gifts, sales, devises. bequests, or
other conveyances of Slaves, granted or made at any time before theIn such wills and passing of this Act: and provided also, that in the wills and deeds andSection reuuined, other instruments of writing as aforesaid hereinbefore required, no parti-particular form of cular form of words shall be considered necessary, but the same shall bewords necessary: taken and understood, according to the true intent and meaning of the same,Manumissions and a3 therein written and expressed : and provided also, that all manumissionsMeheadof crekta,and conveyances of Slaves in fraud of creditors or others having a Icgal orto be wid. equitable interest in the same, shall as heretofore be void, anything herein-
before contained to the contrary notwithstanding.

bart the 3¢. Sec. 3.—-And be it further enacted that so much of the third section of theIV cuspendetimacn: said first above-recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, as declaresmissions to be valid void all manumissions, or intended manumissions of Slaves, by reason ofmanumitted be inca SUCH Slaves. being rendered incapable of labour by sickness, age, or In-Paoelt:the firmity, be, and the same is hereby suspended during the continuance of
ing lable for the this Act; the manumittors and their estates, however, being stil] liable forveo of uch the keeping, maintenance and comfort of such manumitted Slaves, for uheir

natural lives, in manner and form, under the regulations and penalties of
the said Act, according to the substance and true intent and meaning of
the same, and the several provisions thereof in that behalf. .So much of the 4,—And be it further enacted, that so much of the eightcenth sectionth Section of th . . . . .par Actof 4th Geo, Of the said Act, to which this Act 1s an amendment, as authorizes or cim-
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wers, of is construed, or supposed to authorize or empower the keeper of IV. suspendedasem-
. to . * . wered jailer

any jail, or the supervisor of any workhouse, to inflict any manner of corporal vorkhouse.keeper to

unishment on Slaves committed to their custody without authority from intict corporal, pa-
J shment on Slaves

the owners or employers of such Slaves or other lawful representatives of without the consent

such owners or employers, or of some court or magistrate having competent % "owner &*

‘nrisdiction in the premises, be, and the same is hereby suspended for, and

during the continuance of this Act: Provided, however, that the keepers . Prov, Must re
. . * . ractory Slaves may

of jails or workhouses shall not be herebyprecluded from placing refractory be put in close cou-

risoners in close confinement, or otherwise under lawful restraint, so farfinement.

as the same may be temporarily necessary for the maintenance of discipline

in such jails or workhouses.
5.—And be it further enacted, that whensoever any Slave or alleged How Slaves are to

Slave shall be arrested, or lodged in jail, except by or under the authority, °¢,deatwin ne

directly or indirectly, of the owner of such alleged Slave, on a charge,orinjail mder a charge

undera suspicion of being a runaway Slave, such alleged runaway shall be, tuseeys
as soon as it may conveniently be done, taken by the person arresting such
alleged runaway, or the keeper of such jail, before a magistrate for exami-
nation, which magistrate shall thereupon, upon due inquiry into the cir-

cumstances of the case, either commit the prisoner to jail as a Slave to be
claimed, or otherwise dispose of him or her according to law: Provided

however, that no such commitment on that account shall be for a longer -
space of time than one year, and if on the expiration of that year the
prisoner, after having been duly advertised, as in and by the provisions of

the said first-above recited Act is required, shall be again taken as before

to a magistrate, and by him discharged from custody, or otherwise dealt
with according to law, and so much of the said Act as directs that the , Andsomuchofsaid

. . . * «a+ Act 4th Geo. IV.as

prisoner, if not claimed as a Slave by his or her owner or owners, within directs them to be
the year as aforesaid, shall be sold asa Slave, shall be and the same is sus- tld.if not,claimed

pended for and during the continuance of this Act. pended.
6.— And be it further enacted, that any person of free condition, who Punishment of per.

shall knowingly aid, abet, or in any manner assist in harbouring or con- whe Ohiknowingly

cealing any runaway Slave or Slaves, or in their deserting and going off aid, abet, harbour,

these islands to another, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and on convic- away Slave. .m
tion thereof shall suffer fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of
the court in which the offender shall be tried, and also further imprison-

ment until such fine shall be paid: Provided however, that the governor or
commander-in-chief for the time being, may with the advice and consent
of his Majesty’s council, in and for these islands, with the assent of the

convicted offender, commute the imprisonment in either case to banishment
for life from these islands, but at the sole proper charge and expense of such
offender, and in such manner and on such conditions as to the time within
which such offender shall depart, as the governor or commander-in-chief
shall designate or appoint; and should such offender not so depart within
the time so limited or appointed, or after having departed, shall be again
found at large within the limits of this government, such offender shall, on
conviction thereof, be sentenced to imprisonment for life: Provided how-
ever that in case of unavoidable accident, or necessity, the governor or com-
mander-in-chief may enlarge at discretion the time for the departure of any
such offender as aforesaid, and all Slaves guilty of like offences as last afore- Punishment of
said, shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by flogging, and receive not Slaves for the like
more than two hundred nor less than fifty stripes, on the bare back, at the
discretion of the court before whom they shall be tried; and so much of, Ands0muchofthe
the thirtieth, fifty-third, and fifty-fourth sections of the said first above geugonstrmaid Act
recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, and of any other provisions 4th Geo. IV. as con-
of the same, as in any manner contravene, or are inconsistent with the travencs te previ
several last mentioned provisions of this Act as aforesaid, touching theis suspended.
punishment of free persons or Slaves, harbouring runaways, or assisting
them in desertion, be, and the same are hereby suspended, during the con-
tinuance of this Act: Provided, however, that nothing in this Act con-

_ tained shall in any manner preclude any person or persons, injured by de-
sertion of Slaves, from any action of damages which he, she, or they might
otherwise lawfully have against him, her, or them who shall have so
harboured such runaways, or assisted them in their desertion as aforesaid,
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Nunkhment offree 7, And be it further enacted, that if any free Negro, Mulatto,Mustee,‘oe: uilatto .
. .Mustees, Indians, or Indian, or other person of colour, shall use any threats of unfawful violenceother free persons of Ini Is] a oa n hi 2colour, for using OF injury, or any scandalous or other abusive language, to any white person

threats of unlawful or persons, such free Negro, Mulatto, Mustee, Indian, or other person of
daences oF any seane colour, shall and may on complaint, under oath of the party menaced or
guage to a white per- insulted, be lawfully tried for the same before any two or more magistrates,
Trial before two ma- 0" the Island of New Providence, and before any one magistrate and two
gistrates in New Pro- white freeholders, on any other island, and on confession or conviction
reeoeeens thereof, be, by the said magistrates, or magistrate and freeholders, fined in
two freeholders on a gum not more than twenty pounds of lawful money of these islands, and
Finenot sawte than by them committed to jail or other place of confinement until such fine ig
prisonrbat mttoon Paid, provided such confinement shall not excecd the term of six months ;
ceed sixnionths. | and if any Slave shall be in like manner convicted before two magistrates
peauishmentof Slaves of any like offence, as last aforesaid, such Slave shall be punished bywhip.

’ ping, and to receive not more than fifty lashes.
PanishmentofSlaves. §.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is and
sae eeattewhiPs shall henceforth be unlawful for any person or persons within the said
strameat for the por- Bahama Islands, to use any whip,cat, or other instrument of the likenature,
Rives te aor? while superintending the labour of any Slave or Slaves in or upon the field
the feld or abontany of any plantation, or at or about any salt pond within the said islands, for
eed declared the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves to perform labour

of any kind or nature whatsoever ; angin case any person or persons, con-
trary to the provisions of this Act, shall use any whip, cat, or other instru.
ment asaforesaid, while superintending the labour of any Slave or Slaves,
in or upon the field of any such plantation, or at or about ay such salt
ond, for the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves to per.

form labour of any kind or nature whatsoever, then, and in every such case,
the person or persons so offending, and each and every the person or persons

Persons offending thercunto directing, authorizing, instigating, or procuring or aiding, assist-
guiltyof @ misde- ing or abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour.
fi peret untaw- Oth. —And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is, and
hereaftertoinfiict on henceforth shall be unlawful for any person or persons within these said
ay terug ativoee, Slands to inflict in any one day, upon any Slave, for any offence, or upon any
&e., more thanthirty- ground, or for any reasonwhatsoever, any number of stripes or lashes ex-
velo ausslayconta, ceeding thirty-nine in the whole, or to inflict upon any such Slave any
heshail be free from punishment or correction, by the whipping, scourging, or beating of his
aeiedby fonaer Person, unless the personofsuch Slave shall, at the time of such punishment
whipping. or correction, be free from any laceration occasioned by. any previous whip-
aterpesoneuthene Ping, scourging, or beating, or to inflict upon any such Slave any such
ing the punishment, punishment or correction as aforesaid, unless the owner or other person by
must bepresentan’ whose authority the punishment is inflicted shall be present at and witness
the pauishment. — the infliction of the whole of such punishment: and in case any person or

persons, contrary to the provisions of this Act, shall inflict in any one day,
upon any one Slave, for any offence, or upon any grcund, or for any reason
whatsoever, any number of stripes or lashes exceeding thirty-nine in the
whole, or shall whip, scourge; or beat any such Slave at any time, when
there may be upon his person any laceration, occasioned by any former whip-
ping, scourging or beating, or shall inflict upon any Slave any such punish-
ment or Correction as aforesaid, without the presence and attendance during
the whole of such punishment, of the owner or other person by whose
authority such punishment is inflicted, then, and in every such case, the

Persons _ offending person or persons so offending, and such and every the person or persons
eee 4thereunto directing, authorizing, instigating or procuring, or aiding, assist-

Proviso. ing, or abetting, shall be deemed guilty ofa misdemeanour: Provided,That nothing herein . . . ' =contained shall ex. H€Verthcless, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed
tend to any punish- to extend, to any punishment or punishments which may be inflicted uponment inflicted hy anycourt or magistrate.” @NY such Slave, under or by virtue of any sentence or judgment of any

Proviso. magistrate or magistrates, or other court of competent jurisdiction: Pro-
The owner need not Vided also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to
be presentwhen the extend, to require the presence of the owner or other person by whose
Pd byajailer orwork. authority the punishment is inflicted, when the same shall be inflictedby
house keeper, the keeper of ajail or supervisor of a workhouse.
Nofemale Slave shat =10,—And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is



BAHAMAS. 165

and henceforth shall be unlawful to correct or punish by whipping or flog- hereafter be stripped
i female Slave within the said islands, for any offence committed by imthe Presence of anyging any tema : 1 y : Ymale person exceptany such Slave, in the presence of any male person, excepting only the the owner, &c.

owner, or owners of such Slaves or others,by whose authority suchpunish-
ment is inflicted, and the persons actually inflicting the same; and if any
person or persons within the said islands shall whip, flog, or correct any such
female Slave otherwise than as aforesaid, then, and in every such case, the
person or persons so offending, and each and every person or persons Persons offending
thereunto directing, authorizing, mitigating, or procuring or aiding, or euityar a misde-
assisting, or abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemcanour.
1].—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any The punishmentof

Slave shall hereafter commit any offence within the said islands, which by saybe commutetee
the law or laws now in force there, are punishable by whipping or flog- any of jthe modes
ging, it shall and may be lawful for the owner, manager, or other person %,Punisimen
or persons in charge of any such offending Slave, at the discretion of any,Ist. Solitary confine.
such owner, manager, or other persons in charge as aforesaid, to commute the "tt“tt
punishment of flogging, for one or other of the punishments or modes of
punishment hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, first, by solitary confine-
ment with or without work, in any fit and proper place, on any plantation
or estate or elsewhere within the said islands: Provided that no such
solitary confinement shall continue for any greater period, or be of longer
duration than fourteen days at a time for any one offence, and that no such
Slave shall be subjected to any punishment by solitary confinement more
than twenty-one days in any one calendar month: Secondly, by field stocks oa. By feld stocks.
for confinement of the hands: Provided that the said period of any such
confinement shall not at any one time exceed six hours, and shall not be
repeated a second time, until twenty-four hours between the time of any
such repetition, and the termination of any such previous punishment:
Thirdly, by horse stocks for the hands and fect, or either of them, with or 3d. By horse stocks.
without seats during any period of the day: Provided that the period of
any such confinement shall not exceed four hours for any one offence, and
that no such punishinent shall be repeated twice within the period of
twelve hours: Fourthly, by bed stocks for the confinement of the feet 4th. By bed stocks,
during the night: Provided that no such punishment shall be repeated
within the period of twelve hours: Fifthly, by distinguishing dresses to be sth. By distinguish.
used either with orwithout the stocks: Provided that such punishment be ins dresses.
not continued for any longer period than ten days fur any one offence, and The duration of thethat the same be not repeated within one week between the time of any Purisiment,and thesuch repetition and the termination of any such previous punishment. petition of it defined.

' 12.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if ANY Persons violating theperson or persons shall repeat any such punishment as aforesaid, at anPe erer fattyczotend
earlier period than is hereby allowed, or shall continue any such punish- in this section, shailment beyond the period of duration for that purpose herein prescribed andbeguiltyof@misde-limited, or shall use any stocks for the purpose of punishment in any such
manner as to affect the health of the Slave confined thercin, or to inflict
any permanent injury on his or her person; or shall fail to supply the
Slave undergoing any such punishment, where the same shall continue for
more than twelve hours, with a proper quantity of prepared farinaceous
food, and with a proper supply of water, or who shall punish any woman,
known or supposed by him to be pregnant, by solitary confinement, or byany stocks applied in such a manner as to produce the risk of a miscarriage,
then, and in every such case, the person or persons so offending, and each
and every the person or persons thereunto directing, authorizing, instigat-ing, or procuring, or aiding, assisting, or abetting, shall be deemed guilty ofa misdemeanour.
13.—Aud whereas the improvement which has been for several Year's EvidenceofSlaves.past In progress in the moral condition of the Slave population of these see ieee iteislands, renders it at this time safe and expedient to admit Slaves with certain exceptionscertain exceptions, and under certain restrictions to give evidence in CASES, strictioninciel aedcivil and criminal: Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that criminal cases.from and after the passing of this Act, all Slaves not being natives of Africa Must notbe natives ofwho shall have resided in this colony five years and upwards, and who Afric must bave re.. ;. e. a sided five years in theshall have been ‘sufficiently instructed in the Christian religion to under- colony, and under.
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anefe nfanoem Stand the nature and obligation of an oath to be certified as is hereinafter
Admittedaswitnesses Setforth, shall, during the continuance of this Act and no longer, be admitted
cept a)inthe {as witnesses in all civil cases (except as is hereinafter excepted) in the
courts aud before all Several courts of these islands, and before all magistrates and other authori.
magistrates. ties legally competent to administer oaths: and also in like manner in al}
cee cases(ex- criminal cases (except as is hereinafter excepted) prosecuted or to bepro-
by way of indictment sccuted by way of indictment according to the course of the common law:
sonane te the com- it being hereby provided, and it is hereby further enacted, that no Slave shall

Proviso, under any pretence be admitted to give evidence in the prosecution of
Not weston“cy free persons by way of libel, plaint or other proceedings at law in cases of
free persons by way penalty or forfeiture or otherwise, on any account whatsoever, when the
cesor orerPro’ facts of the same are tried or liable to be tried otherwise than by trial by
penenys Bes, where jury according to the usual courseofthe common law, or some Act or Acts
otherwise than by a Of the General Assembly of these islands ; neither shall any Slave be
soy caoficto in.admitted to ane evidence in the Prosecution of ree persons by way of
formation although Information ex officio, or otherwise in any court of law or equity, even in
te ane may be tried cases in which the parts of the case may be tried by a jury. y
Clergymen of thees. 14.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from
tablished church ofund after the passing of this Act, every clergyman of the established church
Gogiaend,andmini of England, and every minister of the kirk ofScotland, shall be and he ig
Scotland, authorized hereby authorized to transmit and deliver under his hand to the clerk of
of ecompeteney.au the crown, certificates setting forth the names or name and places or place
Saves byname and of abode of any Slaves or Slave, together with the name or names of the
weserspnow "owner or owners, and the colour and probable age of each, who, inthe

judgment and belief of the party so certifying, may be sufficiently in-
Jtructed in the principles of religion to understand the nature and obligation
ofan oath ; and the said clerk of the crown to whom any such certificates
shall have been so transmitted or delivered, shall forthwith register the
same ina book to be kept by him for that purpose, stating therein the
date of every such certificate, and the name and place of abode of the
person by whom the same may have been granted, together with the name
or names of the owner or owners, and the colour, size, and probable age of
each and every Slave mentioned and included therein, and for every such

To be registered by Certificate so registered by the clerk of the crown he shall be entitled to
Pe hs ‘ee ne the sum of two shillings to be paid to him quarterly by warrant of the
currency to be paid ZOvernor or commander in chief in council on the treasurer of the colony,
by the colony. in the same manner as other quarterly accounts against the public are

Proviso, usually rendered and paid: Provided always, that nothing herein con-
Notwithstanding such‘certificate of compe. “ined shall be held or in any manner construed to prevent any competent
tency, Slaves may be magistrate or Jury from examining any witness on his voir dire or otherwise,
examinedon areas to his or her religious instruction and capacity to understand the nature
religious instruction and obligation of an oath, and decide accordingly as to the competency or
and capacity. credibility, as the case may be, of all such witnesses, any such certificates

as aforesaid to the contrary notwithstanding.
15.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no

person shall henceforth be rejected as a witness, or be considered incompe-
tent to give evidence in any court of civil or criminal justice within the
said Bahama Islands, in any case or cases in which Slaves shall be com-
petent to give evidence in pursuance of the provisions of this or any other
Act of the General Assemblyof these islands, and not otherwise, by reason

The person by whom Of his or her being in a state of Slavery, if the person or persons by whom
oa itn,mae Such Slave may be produced and tendered as a witness, shall also produce
‘also produce to the and exhibt to the court a certificate under the hand of the said clerk of
‘eet’ such “Stanwea the crown, that such proposed witness is registered in the before-mentioned
witness is registered. book; and the said clerk of the crown shall, and he is hereby required to
This. certificate to be
given gratis. grant without fee or reward to any person making application for the same,

a certificate of the fact, whether any such proposed witness is or is not
ASlave ent integ *eSistered in the said book: Provided always, that no person being ina
to give evidence State of Slavery shall be admitted to give evidence in any case wherein a
saanargedor fee, White person may be charged with, or prosecuted for any offence punishable
tecuted for an offence With death. or against the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, in any
punishablewith death, : . ' t 1 -vor against his owner COMMON Prosecution whatsoever: Provided also, that nothing herein con
in any eriminal pro- tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to render any Slave a
secution whatever.
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competent witness in the law in any case in which such Slave would beThisActnottorender
: iv ny ; : a Slave competentincompetent to give evidence if he or she were a White person, Or to witness inanycasein
depart, take away from, or diminish any power or authority which any court “hich he would be

ews 1 : ath sata Tels . 2%. incompeientifawhite
of criminal justice within the said islands now already hath, toadmit in an person, por to dimi-
case the evidence of persons being inastate ofSlavery, nish the power which

. any court already
hath, to admit in any case the evidence of a Slave.

16.—Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the authority Staves not togive evi-
aforesaid, that no Slave to be admitted as a witness, under and by virtue of dence ot wyee
this Act, shall be allowed to give evidence of any fact whatsoever, which to the registrationof
may have been committcd, or alleged to have been committed, or to have “ °™P"™""-
taken place, in any manner whatsoever at any time previous to the date of
the regtstration of his or her competency with the clerk of the crown as
aforesaid, anything herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
17.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nu Slave

shall on any account, or under any pretext, or on any pretence whatsoever,
in any cause, civil or criminal, or any proceedings in or concerning the
same in any court of law or equity, or before any magistrate or other
authority lawfully competent to administer oaths, be admitted to give any
manner of evidence, either by way of affidavit, deposition, declaration, or
examination underoath or otherwise, ofany fact or circumstance whatsoever,
either directly, indirectly, or by implication, incidently or in any manner Nor in any case
whatsaever, touching any right or claim, or supposed right or claim of any directly or indirectly
Slave or Slaves, or asserted Slave or Slaves to be or become free, or in auy slavetefreedom,
any manner exempt from his, her, or their obligation ofservitude, or asserted
obligation of servitude to the owner or owners, or asserted owner or
owners of such Slave or Slaves, or in any manner to affect the full and
complete right, title, claim and authority of such owner or owners, or
asserted owner cr owners, into, or over such Slave or Slaves as such ; and
should any such forbidden evidence as aforesaid, be through ignorance,
inadvertency, or otherwise, in any manner admitted or taken .as aforesaid,
contrary to the foregoing provisions of this Act, and the true intent and
meaning thereof, all such evidence shall be, and be held and considered
ay illegal and of none effect whatsoever.
‘18.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that Slaves Nor shalla Slave be

unde j Mi . = a competent witnessshall not under any circumstances be competent.witnesses to attest or prove to prove the exeention
the execution of any deed, or other instrument of writing, or the making of any deedor writing, .woe . : ill intendedand publishing of any last will and testament, or document at any time o7,™Y,"llintented
intended for such manumitting or relating to the manumission of any Slave or of@ Slave, orcouvey-
Slaves, whether with or without conditions, limitations, or restrictions, or in sive. bequeathing
any manner whatsoever, or conveying, bequeathing, assigning, transferring,
or disposing of any Slave or Slaves, or in any manner affecting the right,
title, Interest or property of any person or persons whatsoever, in or to the
same: Provided however, that Slaves duly qualified to give evidence as Proviso
aforesaid,. if sufficiently literate to read and write, shall be competent to That Slaves duly
attest and prove the execution of all other deeds, wills, and instruments of qe tsouiielently
writing: And provided also, that the attestation of any such last-men- literate to read and* + . . . . . . ite, may dtioned instruments by a Slave duly qualified to give evidence as aforesaid prove other deedsand
shall be, aud be held good and valid in law as to such part or parts of the wills.
said last-mentioned instruments, as shall not in any manner relate to the Andthe attestation

yt oe any . . oO ymanumission of, or other disposition of property in Slaves: And provided jastmentioned imstiu-
also, that , ing inbef i : ments shall be validYs nothing hereinbefore contained shall be held, construed, OF eto such pars of
understood in any manner to prevent Slaves duly qualified as aforesaid, themasdonot relate
‘tom being competent. to give evidence in any matters concerning the ® dispositionof pro:
right, title, and interest of other Slaves, in and to any goods or effects, perty ina Slave.
real or personal, debts, covenants, or promises, or offences, or injuries And Slaves doly qua-
cemmitted by | ins lified may give evi-

utted Oy or against the person or property of a Slave, wherein no dence concerning the
question of freedom, or one touching the property of any free person in "i of Slaves to‘hea . nan : ds, or eff
Slaves, shall be directly or indirectly involved. eralestate,debte,con

- Yenauls, promises, or. offences, whereia no question of freedom, or touching the property of free per Slaves may be involved,

19.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the evidence wees Giidenee, ot
of Slaves duly qualified as aforesaid, shall (except in the several cases herein- shall, except as here-
after excepted, or concerning which provision is otherwise made in and by isler excented, be.received and takenthis Act) be admitted under oath received, taken and acted on in the same under oath as the
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Sheeor ectret , manner and to the same effect in all respects, as the evidence of others jg
the same rules, ex. NOWor.may be admitted and taken in similar cases, and subject to the same
cept thatno Slave rules of law and practice, except that no Slave shall be in any case examined
bene exee,orotherwise debene esse in any cause by commission, or rule of court, or otherwise than
than viva voce inoped ving goce in open court: Provided however, that when any Slave admitted

to give evidence (whether in fact qualified according to the provisions of
this Act or not,) shall on any occasion commitwilful and corrupt perjury,

or if any Slave shall be guilty of subornation of perjury in or touching any

causes, trials, or other proceedings in the General Court, or Court of

Perjury and suborna- Admiralty Sessions, or in any affidavit, examinations, or other proceedings

pasished.|” *°” before magistrates, coroners, or other authorities, in which suits or prose.
cutions in the General Court, or Court of Admiralty Sessions are usually
grounded, the parties charged with such perjury, or subornation of perjury,
shall be tried for the same in the said General Court, but in all other cases
of perjury. or subornation of perjury by Slaves or others, liable to be tried
in Slave Courts according to the form and effect of the Act of Assembly
already in such case made and provided; and on the conviction of every
Slave as aforesaid, eitherin the General Court, or other court of competent
jurisdiction in the premises, of wilful and corrupt perjury, orsubornation
of perjury, the party convicted shall be forthwith punished with not more
than one hundred nor less than fifty lashes, publicly inflicted on the bare
back, and shall be conspicuously and indelibly branded by a hot iron brand
in the middle of the forehead or cheek with the letter P, of at least one inch
and three quarters of an inch in length, and shall further be and remain
utterly disqualified for giving evidence, or deposing under oath in any case
or legal proceedings whatsoever, for ever afterwards.

To remove thedoubta 20--~And whereas doubts have been entertained by sundry consci.
of conscientious per- entious persons within these islands, whether the evidence of any one or
nous. more competent witnesses, when not contradicted or impugned by other

evidence, isnot legally entitled to full faith and credit, notwithstanding
that the court and jury may have good cause to question the veracity of
the witnesses on the truth of their statements: And whereas, on that
account, objections have been taken to the admission of Slave evidence
altogether, and it is therefore expedient that all such doubts should be
removed: Be it further enacted and declared by the authority aforesaid,
that whensocver any witnesses whatsoever, white, black, or coloured, free,
or Slaves, are examined as witnesses by or before any court, judge, or
judges, magistrate, or magistrates, or other lawful authority in this behalf,
or by or before any grand, special, or petit jury, or inquest, of whatsoever
nature such inquest shall or may be, it shall and may be competent for all
such courts, judges, magistrates, and other authorities aforesaid, and for
all such juries, to discredit and reject either wholly or in part, the evidence
of all such witnesses, although the same shall not have been actually
contradicted or impugned by other evidence at the same trial, investigation,
or inquiry, whensoever from the notorious bad character, or obvious
ignorance or incapacity of any witness so examined, the great impro-
bability of the truth of the witness’s statements, the inconsistency of such
statements on comparison of one part of the same with another, or any fair
ground of violent presumption that the testimony of the witness is given
under the influence of vindictive or dishonest motives, or any direct
though latent interest in the cause,—credence shall and may be consci-

entiously refused to the evidence in question.
Reciting the Act:for 21.—And whereas, in and by an Act passed in the fourth year of his
granting afurtherex- Majesty’s reign, entitled “* An Act for granting a further Extension of Privi«
to certain free persons Leges to certain free Persons of Colour in certain Cases” it is enacted that
ofcolour,audthe pro- all creole Negroes, Mulattoes, and other persons of colour born within these
ed, and in thigsection iSlands, or elsewhere, although not free at the time of their birth, but who
eeapatientty thatitshall have been lawfully manumitted by bequest, deed of gift, or otherwise,
such proviso, and who shall have actually and bond fide enjoyed astate of freedom for the

space of five years at least, within these islands, and professing the
Christian religion, shall be admitted to all the rights, privileges and immu-

. nities of persons of colour born free, within these islands, within the intent

and meaning of this (the last above recited) Act; provided however that
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no such manumitted person or persons shall be allowed to give evidence of
any treason, felony, misdemeanour, or other offence against the peace or.

trespasseswith force, which may or shall have been committed, or alleged

to have been committed, previous to their emancipation; and whereas it
is expedient that the said proviso should be amended: Be it further Itisenacted thatall
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all manumitted Slaves who while in who while ‘Slaves

astate of Slavery shall have been duly registered under the provisions ofelena weer ah
this Act in the office of the clerk of the crown as competent witnesses shall Act shall be allowed

be allowed to give evidence as to any fact or facts committed, or alleged 3 Sie,ovidene’of
to have been committed, or to have or in any manner taken place subse- subsequentlyto their
uent to the date of their said registration, anything in the said last above"8"

recited Act to the contrary notwithstanding. Provided however that such

manumitted Slave shall not becompetent to prove any fact or facts which
shall have been, or alleged to have been, committed or to have taken place
in any manner whatsoever, at any time between his or her registration. of But not any question
competency as aforesaid, and his or her emancipation, which shall or may offreedomofaSlave
bear in any. manner directly, or indirectly, on any question as to the ingthe life ofa white
freedom or right to freedom of any Slaye, or asserted Slave, or affect the Prony’orprone of
life of any white person, or the person, liberty, or property of his or her his former owner in
late owner or owners in any criminal prosecution whatsoever. anycriminal proseca-
22.—Provided, however, and be it further enacted by the authority No subpenaadtestif-

: ° of : . candum shall be
aforesaid, that no writ of subpena ad testificandum, or other process of like served on any Slave,
nature, shall be issued out of any court, or by any magistrate or other butwhentheevidence
authority, to be addressedto or served upon any Slave or Slaves whatsoever, te nodeof proceed
in any case, civil or criminal, or in any manner whatsoever, and the issuing i', obtain litis
or service of any such writ or process shall be, and be held void, and of rection.
none effect to all intents and purposes whatsoever, anything in this Act
before contained to the contrary notwithstanding; but when the evidence
of any Slave or Slaves shall, or may be on any occasion lawfully re-
quired, the court in or magistrate or other authority before whieh such
evidence shall or may be so required, shall have authority to issue a writ
or process in the nature of a habeas corpus ad testificandum, to be addressed to
the owner, employers, or others, having actual possession or charge of such
Slave or Slaves, commanding the said owners or others as aforesaid, to pro-
duce the body or bodies of such Slave or Slaves, naming them particularly,|
and designating their place of abode, and the name or names of the owncr
or owners, and the colour, sex, and probable age of such Slave or Slaves,
according to their registration respectively in the office of the clerk of the
crown as aforesajd, in pursuance of this or any other Act of assembly, in
such case made and provided, at acertain time and place to be therein ap-
pointed, before such court, magistrate, or other authority as aforesaid, to
give evidence as aforesaid, and the names and descriptions as aforesaid, of
any number of Slaves being actually the property of or under the charge of
the same person or persons, shall and may be included in the same writ or
process of habeas corpus as aforesaid; and in case of refusal or neglect to
obey any such last mentioned writ or process aforesaid, those who shall so
refuse or neglect to obey the same, shall be liable to all and singular the
same pains and penalties, suits and actions, as parties in contempt being
free persons, for disobedience to a subpena ad testificandum addressed to
themselves by the said courts, magistrates, or other authorities as aforesaid

respectively are, or would be liable to, and in the same manner and form,
and to the same effect in every respect whatsoever, and for each and every
Slave so to be produced in obedience to any writ or process of habeas corpus
as aforesaid hercin provided for, the owners or others having charge of such
Slave or Slaves shall be entitled to receive from the party requiring the
evidence of such Slave or Slaves, or from the public, when such evidence
shall or may be required on thepart of the crown, in any criminal prosecu-
tion, the same allowance in all respects for travelling expenses and sub-
sistence, as are and may be lawfully demanded by free persons subpanaed
to give evidence in like cases: Provided, however, that in all civil cases,
no writ or process of habeas corpus as aforesaid, shall be issued as aforesaid,

commanding the production of any-Slave or Slaves as witnesses as afore-
said, until after the party applying for such last mentioned writ or process
shall have made affidavit, or cause the same to be made by some one or
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more competent and credible person or persons before the court, or some
judge thereof, or the magistrate or other authority aforesaid, before which
such Slave or Slaves is or are about to be required to be produced for the
purposes, aforesaid, stating under oath that the evidence of such Slave or
Slaves is absolutely matcrial in the cause or matter in which such Slave or
Slaves is or are to be examined, and that the party applicant does not re.
quire the production as aforesaid, of more than two of the said Slaves,
to any point at issue in the said cause or matter in which they are to be ex.
amined as aforesaid, or any one or moreSigves to any point, matter, or thing
concerning which such Slave or Slaves shall be legally incompetent to testify
orgive evidence, accordingto the provisions of this Act, or of any other Act of
the General Assembly of these islands, or of the practice of the courts of
these islands, all which affidavitsshallin the General Court be made according
to the form and effect of the blank form unto this Act annexed, and in all
other courts, and before all magistrates and other authorities aforesaid,
the same in substance, and as nearly as may be, in form also, Changing
only what it may be necessary to change, so as to suit the style and prac.
tice of such other courts and authorities aforesaid respectively ; and when
any person or persons, shall in any such affidavit as aforesaid, wilfully de-
pose to any statements therein knowing the same to be false, or not knowing
the same to betrue, he, she, or they shall be held guilty of wilful and cor.
rupt perjury, and he, she, or they, and any person or persons who shall
suborn anotheror others, so to commit wilful perjury as aforesaid, in anysuch
affidavit as aforesaid, shall be liable to prosecution and punishment for
wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury, (as the case may be,)
as is hereinbefore provided in such cases, And: provided also that in such
cases of criminal prosecution at the suit of the crown, such writ or process
of habeus corpus as aforesaid, shall be issued only by the especial fiat of.
some judge, magistrate, or authority aforesaid, and shall require the pro-
duction,only of such Slave or Slaves, the materiality or probable materiality
of whose evidence shall distinctly appear in and by one or more of the

; affidavits or examinations already taken in or concerning the same matter:.
In cee nerein Provided however, that nothing herein contained shall be taken, or in any
Slaves are competent nanner understood, to prevent criminal prosecutions from originating in or
prosecutions oa being grounded on the voluntary affidavits or examinaiions ofSlaves under
grounded on their vo- Oath, in all cases in which they may be competent witnesses according to
tuntary affidavits. the provisions of this Act. .

23.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when-
soever owners or others in actual charge of any Slave or Slaves shall be
served with any writor process of. habeas corpus aforesaid, requiring the

Ownersof Slave when Production of any such Slave or Slaves, for the purposes aforesaid, or any of
producing them tothem, and the said owners or others in charge as aforesaid, shall attend in
heubeascorpus tobe person with the said Slave or Slaves, in order to produce the same as afore-
reefearonalle said, or shall employ others to produce the same as aforesaid, there shall

awarded by court or be allowed to such owners or others as aforesaid, so employed in produc-
magistrate, ing the said Slave or Slaves, such reasonable compensation as the court,

magistrate, or other authority as aforesaid may award for their expenses
and trouble in conducting such Slave or Slaves to such court, magistrate,
or other authority as aforesaid, there producing the said Slave or Slaves for
the purposes aforesaid, and reconducting such Slave or Slaves to his, her,
or their places of employment, to be paid by the parties respectively requir-
ing the testimony of such Slaves, or the public, as hereinbefore provided in
prosecutions on the part of the.crown, all which compensations and ex-
penses last aforesaid shall in all civil cases be taxed with other costs against
the parties, eventually liable to pay the same, unless when it shall appear to
the court that a needless expense has been incurred through malice, wan-
tonness, or folly, in requiring the production of unnecessary Slave wit-
nesses, in which cases all such needless expenses shall be taxed only
against the party which shall so have incurred the same. .

Slaves required to 24,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and
Spon evidences,sal after the issuingof any such writ or process of habeas corpus as aforesaid,

any such habeas e7rpus the Slaves therein named, shallnevertheless be and continue, and be con-
sive charge of their sidered as being wholly and exclusively in the charge, custody, and keeping
owners. of their owners or others acting directly or indirectly under the authority
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of such owners, or their lawful personal representatives, excepting only
while such Slaves shall be actually under examination before any suci Except when actually
court, magistrate, or other authority as aforesaid, during which time, and "“*“7
no longer, the said Slaves shall be held and considered subject exclusively
to the authority and under the immediate protection of such court, magis-
trate, or authority aforesaid, anything in this Act contained to the contrary
notwithstanding: Provided however, that in all cases of prosecution for Proviso.
treason, felony, or breach of the peace, it shall and may be lawful for all That Slaves to be cx-

judges, magistrates, and coroners to commit to safe custody, for the purposein_treason, "felony,In treason, felony,

of being produced and examined as witnesses in such prosecutions, any <C> may be am
Slave or Slaves, who on their confession, or the evidence of others under tes their ownorssuter
oath, shall and may be considered material and legal witnesses on the part into recognizance for
of such prosecutions, unless the owners of such Slaves or others dul penne
qualified on their behalf, shall enter into recognizance conditioned for the
production of such witnesses at the trial of such prosecutions in like man-
ner as recognizances are or may be by law required, conditioned for the
appearance of witnesses in like cases.
25.—And be it further enacted, that the costs and ehargesbe allowed Costs and charges on

upon any such writ or habeas corpus ad testificandum as aforesaid, and the py,h<et cvpes te
service thereof shall be the same in all respects, as those chargeable by law
on a writ of subpena ad testificandum and no more.-
26.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and Marriages of Staves,

after the passing of this Act, so much and such parts of the above-recited feGesIV.)the act
Act, to which this Act is an amendment, as relate to marriages between thisActis an amend-
Slaves, and between Slaves and persons of free condition be, and the same marriages reotavoen
are hereby declared to be, suspended during the continuance of this Act. Saves and between
27.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall free condaion,»is

and may be lawfal for Slaves, by and with the consent of their owner or lereby suspended.
owners, and not otherwise, to intermarry with Slaves, and with persons ofguisesofSven
free condition in manner and form and to the same effect and according to intermarry with
the same laws, restrictions, and provisions canonical and civil, as marriages $2°,0%, With,per
are now or may be solemnized between free white persons in these islands, with the conseut of
with the exception that a permission or consent in writing of the owner or uncomfo tee
owners of such Slave or Slaves so to intermarry, shall supersede the neces. same mannerasfree

. ° . . . ° white persons, exceptsity in any publication of banns or other license whatsoever: Provided that the consent of
that such permission shall be delivered under the hand or hands of such orecaener shall‘su-
owner or owners, to the officiating minister, or magistrate, or other person of bauns or license.”
authorized to solemnize such marriages, at least fourteen days before the The permissionofthe
solemnization of any such Slave marriages, and that the same shall be so- (7verjo.beinwrit:
lemnized on a Sunday, in the usual public manner, and in some church or livered to minister,
public place of religious worship, when there shall be such within a reason- &F2204, bow. and
able distance of the residence of the parties to be so married, between the riages shall be so-
hours of eight in the morning and twelve at noon. “mu
28.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in andAfter the permission

by virtue of every permission or consent of the owner or owners of such ed, by what munister
Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, any clergyman of the established church of o other Peryon the
England and Ireland, or any minister of the kirk of Scotland, or any public temauzeu. y
teacher of religion within the said islands being a free white person and
carrying on there no other business, profession or occupation with a view
to profit, except that of a schoolmaster, (or in case there shall be no such
clergyman, minister, or public teacher of religion on the island or quay __ ;
whereat such marriage is to be celebrated, then any justice of the peace ®Yieneeaae ee
there) shall be authorized to solemnize the marriage of such Slaves or of
such Slave and free person: Provided always that no such public teacher Inwhatcase the per-
of religion (not being a clergyman of the church of England, or a minister oertione mast be the
of the kirk of Scotland) shall be so authorized to solemnize any such mar- thorized to do so by
tiage, unless the governor or commander in chief for the time being. shallsontauiaeinforce
have first granted to such public teacher, a written license to celebrate
Marriages, nor unless such license shall have been duly registered in the
proper office of this government,and shall continue to be in force at the
time of his being so authorized to solemnize any such marriage.
29.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful for any such clergyman, minister, public teacher, or
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justice aforesaid, upon and after the receipt of any such permission afore.
said, forthwith to solemnize any such marriage as aforesaid, and the sane
when solemnized, shall be to all intents, constructions, and Purposes what.

That ees, mare SOCVER, binding, valid, and cfiectual in the law: Provided nevertheless, that
riage shall confer on BO SUC marriage shall confer or be constracd to confer on any such Slayeaitmooie OF Slave, or on his, her, or their issue, any right or interest inconsistent
with the duties owing With the dutics which shall or may be owing by the said Slave or Slaves,
0} to thegovertenent to his, her, or their owner or owners, or to the government, or be at vari-
&. "ance with those rights which the owner or owners and the government

respectively are by law entitled to asscrt and exercise over such Slave or
Slaves and their progeny.

The person by whom 30.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid, that thesuch marriages shall . 1 arriae : . ‘ 7.be slemmeed. shay Person by whom any such marriage may be so solemnized by virtue of any
within six months, Such permission as aforesaid, shall, within six months after any such solem-transmit (under a pe- yt 443 ; . ‘nalty ofnotmorethanHAZation, transmit (under a penalty of not more than twenty pounds oftwenty pounds) acer- lawful moncy of the said island, nor less than ten pounds of like moncy foriiatentethe pane Very refusal and neglect) a certificate of such solemnization to the secretaryfceretary at Nassaw Of these islands at his office in Nassau; and the said secretary shall register
‘0 berevorded. in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, every marriage which mayhave been so solemnized, with the date thereof, and the names, descriptions,

and places of abode of the parties contracting, and of the persons solemniz-
ing every such marriage without any fce or charge whatever.

No marriage between 31.—Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore.
of fieeeonditionsnen Said, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construcd to extend,bevalid, whieh would to render any marriage between a Slave and Person of frce condition validrovcitreeete and effectual in the law, which would be illegal and void if both such

persons were of free condition.
Separationof families, 32.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all sales,
aad convevances bargains, gifts, grants, bequests, and other conveyances of Slaves, whetherrider ortnepotbene under seal or otherwise, or by indenture or otherwise, the purport of which
of separating families Shall be to separate famalies contrary to the provisions and true intent andContraryto the pros meaning of the first above-recited Act to which this Act is an amendment,
to which this Act is Shall be, so far as related to any such separations, null and void in law andanamendment, Sball equity, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.
Sunday Market. 33.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no marketNo market whatever whatsoever shall be held within these islands on any Sunday throughoutfor’ sale of aey the year, for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise whatsoever, either:good: or merchandise by Slaves or persons of free condition, under the penalty of the entire

cutive Penalty fate forfeiture of all such goods, wares, and merchandise, which may be offeredprercofs tobeseized or exposed for sale at any such markets. And it shall be lawful for anyconstable. © magistrate or constable to levy upon, seize, and sell or cause to be sold all
such goods, wares, and merchandise so found for sale at such markets, andApplication of the apply the proceeds of the sales thereof in the manner following, that is toproceeds. say, onehalfto be paid into the treasury of these islands in aid ofdefraying
the expenses of the government thereof, and the other half to such use and
uses as the seizor may think proper: Provided nothing herein containcdBntchers' meat, fish shall be construed to prevent the sale at any public market or markets or

milk, §¢., excepted, butchers’ meat, fish, poultry, eggs, milk, or vegetables, or other like articles
Meond aneecn,s2 for immediate consumption, at any time between sunrise and nineo’clock
inthe morning. in the morning of all Sundays as aforesaid, at which hour of nine in theWhen the market morning of Sundays as aforesaid, all such markets shall be closed under theclerk underpevaite penalty of twenty pounds of lawful money of these islands, to be paid by theof twenty pounds. “ Clerk or other superintendent of such market, for every such neglect; and
Five ponnds penalty all persons presuming to frequent any such markets for the purchase, sale,
freduchtiogenchan? oF barter of any articles whatsoever on any Sunday after the said hour of
ket, nine o'clock in the morning of that day, shall be liable to a penalty of five

pounds each for every offence: to be recovered by, and to the use of, any
person or pcrsons of tree condition who may sue for the same.Aiwarchouses,shops, 34. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all ware-

zoos, and all liquor houses, stores, shops, and cther like establishments, for the sale or barter ofrope shall be shat any goods, wares or merchandise within these islands, as well as all shops,
night until daylicit booths, and other places in which liquors shall or may be sold by retail orov Monday morning: otherwise, with or without license for that purpose, shall be and continue
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shut from and after nine o’clock on any Saturdaynight, until daylight on theensuing Monday morning; and all persons presuming to open orkeep open
any suchwarehouse,store, shop or booth, during the hours last limited, or
shall traffic or barter therein, whether shut or open, in or for any manner of
goods, wares, merchandise, or liquors as aforesaid, within the same hours so
limited as aforesaid, shall be liable to a penalty of twenty pounds cach for Penalty of|twentyevery such offence, to be recovered as is hereinafter provided, and applicd fending, End the ap-
one half to the use of his Majesty’s government within these islands, and Plication of it.
the other half to any person or persons of free condition who shall or may
suc for the same.
35.—Provided, however, and be it further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that nothing hereinbefore contained shall be construcd, or under-
stood to prevent, or in any manner render penal, the sale of medicines for The saleof medicinesthe use of the sick, or other articles usually employed in the Practice of8° rendered penal.medicine, surgery, or pharmacy, or the keeping open of any shops or stores
for the sale of the same at any time whatsoever.
- 836.—And whereas, by the usages of the Bahama Islands, persons in a Thestate of slavery have hitherto been peimitted to acquire and enjoy property Save.
free from the control or interference of their owners, and it is decmed ex-pedient that such custom shall be recognised and established by law, and
that provision should be madefor enabling such Slaves to invest their saidproperty in good security: Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that no person in the said islands, being ing state of slavery, shall, on ac-
count of such his or her condition, be, or be deemed, or taken to be, incom-petent in the law to purchase, inherit, acquire, possess, hold, occupy, enjoy,alienate or dispose of property, but every such Slave shall be, and is hereby o,,\. dectared comdeclared to be, competent in the law, to inherit, purchase, acquire, possess, petent to hold, in-hold, occupy, enjoy, alienate or dispose of lands, situate within the said geePerse:adeislands, or money, cattle, implements or utensils of husbandry, or houschold money, cattle, &.,furniture, and other effects of such or of the like nature, of what value or o,yhat.vane soever,amount soever, and to bring, maintain, prosecute, appear to, or defend any fend suits in respect. . : ° oe bie . thereof, as persons ofsult or action in any court of justice within the colony, for or in respect of free conditica,any such property, as fully and amply to all intents and purposes, as if heorshe were of free condition: Provided nevertheless, that every such Proviso.suit or action shall be prosecuted or defended by prochain ami or guardian, Actions to be bronghtto be for that purpose by the said court to him or her assigned in that chainaeoeeucrdeaw,behalf, in such and in the same manner as if he or she were an infant under and in some cases inthe age of twenty-one years ; and that it shall be lawful for the said court ’”™4pmrer™on application for that purpose duly made to it, and on affidavit ofthe party, plaintiff or defendant, stating therein that he or she is not worththe sum of ten pounds in the world, the Wearing. apparel of him or herand the matter in controversy excepted, to suffer the party so applyingbeing a Slave to prosecute or defend any such suitor action in ford prochain ami tobe ofpauperis: Provided always that every such prochain ami or guardian shall be free condition.a person of free condition, and that nothing herein contained shall extend,or be construed to extend, to authorize any Slave to acquire or become the Slaves not to becomeowner of a Slave or Slaves, or of any fire-arms, gunpowder, or ammunition Onof firearm awewithout the especial permission of their owners, or others having charge of powder, or ammuni-themr.espectively.

: ? tion, without consent
of owner.37.—And for the better preserving of the property of any such Slaves, after osth ofMarch,Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from ‘and after the nerd andhardenstwenty-fifth day of March next, the receiver gencral and treasurer of the to open chests of de-colony shall open a chest of deposit, in which all Slaves shall be allowed to Pestfor the moneycposit any monies which they may think proper to place therein for thesate keeping thereof, and all deputy receivers general throughout theseislands, shall in like manner keep like chests of deposit for the benefit ofSlaves within their respective districts; and for their trouble in receivingand paying back such monies, thesaid treasurersand deputy receivers generalshall be entitled to a commission of three per cent. payable by the parties Commission of threedepositing any such monies, when such monies shall be drawn out of the Mepany Pagan eysaid chest at any time within twelve months after the time of depositing the 'f drawn out withinsame, and in all other cases by the country in the same manner as other (oyemonths other-

an
;

wise by the country,rommissions are charged on other monies payable into, and out of thetreasury of these islands,

property . of
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Any Shve making 38,—And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that anySlave

TAROmaking a deposit in any such chest, shall be at liberty to make a declaration
deposit shail be pail of the manner Mn which, and of the person or persons to whom in the event

ar rleation shi of his or her death, the amount of such his or her deposit or deposits there
selaration shall be

Feo ea sch shall be then paid, applied, or disposed of, and such declaration shallbe

declarmorny other, recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose by the said receiver general,

have demmed to **and his deputies,where any such deposit may be made, and upon the death

of the Slave making such declaration, the same shall be deemed and taken
to be the last will and testament of such Slave in the absence of any other

Marriage to be deem- last will and testament; and in case any Slave shall marry after having made

od 8 station. any such declaration, such marriage shall be, and be deemed and taken to

be a revocation in the law of any such declaration ; and if any Slave shall

The property of adic intestate, and without having made any such declaration as aforesaid;

Siave dying intesta‘e Which may remain unrevoked at the time of his or her death, then and in
and without having

made such declara- every such case, the property of such Slave shall go and. be disposed of to,
ion, shall bedisposed , "
tenccording tethe and in favour of such persons or person as by virtue of any: Act.or Acts of

Statuteofdistritution parliament for the distribution of the effects of intestates in force within
of intestate's<tec8- the colony, would be entitled to-any such property: Provided however, that
In default of legiti- in the absence of all legitimate issue and connexions ofany such deceased

mate est aetteative intestates, the goods and chattels, and other property of the estate of. all

worertand eonuex. such deceased intestates shall be distributed among their putative children

jem fate.W° * “Sand connexions in the same manner as if they were legitimate; and pro-
And lands shall be vided also that all lands and Tots of land, with the buildings and other.
considered as personal improvements thereon, as wellas all other hereditaments of Slaves, shall be

considered as personal property only, and chattels to all intents and pur.

poses, as well for the satisfaction of the debts of any Slave during his or
her lifetime,. as.to be assets in the hands of his or her executors or admi-

nistrators liable to his or her debts after his or her death, .and to distri-
bution among his or her kindred as aforesaid, as personal chattels in
manner hereinbefore provided for..

Nodepositexceeding 39,—And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no deposit

twopounis tobeans of money excceding the sum of two pounds of lawful money of the said
time, or in any one glands, in the whole, shall at any one time, or in any one week, be so.re-

weeks aera &e, ceived in deposit as aforesaid, unless the said Slave at the time of tendering

shallbesatisfird tte, Such other or greater deposit, shall make it appear to the satisfaction ofthe

days’ notice. of the treasurer or deputy receiver general, that the owner or owners of such

Slave's aimronter a? Slave, or other person or persons having charge of such Slave, have orhas
osit. had at least ten days’ full and sufficient notice of the intention of such Slave

Removed nemey to make such last-mentioned deposit, which notice may be proved either
by an acknowledgment in writing of the said owner or owners,or others.in

charge as aforesaid, or by the affidavit of the Slave so wishing to make the
deposit last aforesaid, together with onc or more persons of character and
credit; and all persons swearing to any such affidavit, not knowing thesame
to be true, shall be held guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and on con-
viction thereof. shall be liable to all and singular the pains and penalties of

Penalty of perjury. wilful and corrupt pexjury, and to all the disabilities consequent upon such
conviction accordingto law.

Aies raybe at 40.—And be it further cnacted by the authority aforesaid, that when

tached for their own any Slave or Slaves shall contract any debt or debts upon his, her, or their

private debts. own credit and responsibility, and not for the use and by the -express
authority of his, ner, or their owner or owners, or.others having charge of

such Slave or Slaves, or shall make themselves individually and personally
liable for damages on any account whatsoever, the property of all such
Slave or Slaves, whether the said property shall consist of money, goods,
rights, credits, or other things of whatsoever description the same may: be,
shall be liable for the payment of such debts, and the satisfaction of all

such damages, and may be proceeded against by writ of attachment in the

What proceedingsare first instance to be issued upon affidavit of debt or damages as aforesaid, to

necessary before and be made by or on behalf of any party plaintiffin any such proceedings in

or before any court of competent jurisdiction as to the amount and nature
of the debt or damages sued for, asin cases in which the parties litigant

are free persons: Provided however, that no such property shall be. so
attached unless the said affidavit shall be as full and positive as the nature
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of the case may admit of, and one of the judges of the court, or thejudge or
magistrate from which such process may be required, shall endorse an
especial order on thewritspecifying the amount for which such attachment
shall be laid, and the said property whether in the possession of the said
Slave or others, shall be taken into the safe keeping of the officer to whom
such process shall be addressed, unless sufficient security be to him given,
that the person or persons in possession of the same shall hold the same, or
the full value ofthe same, ready to satisfy or answer, so far as the same may
go, such judgment as the party plaintiff may eventually obtain in the
premises ; and if the party defendant shall not appear as by this or some
other Act of Assembly is or may be provided for within such time as free
persons would be bound to appear upon the service of mesne process on
their persons, and defend such suit, the party plaintiff may proceed to
judgment by default and execution thereon, in the same manner and form
as nearly as may be, and to the same effect as if the suit had been insti-
tuted against free persons by personal attachment or summons; and all
property so attached as aforesaid, or the value thereof, in whosesoever
hands the same may be, shall be applied to the satisfaction ofsuch judgment
as the party plaintiff may obtain, whether the suit be defended or not.
Provided however, that whensoever the courtshall have reason to suspect
that the party to whom the attached property shall or may belong, had not
good, reasonable, and sufficient notice of the attachment of his, her, or
theit property as aforesaid, the court shall have full authority andpower
to stay all proceedings in any such case, until satisfied that such notice has
been given; and should any person or persons other than the party defen-
dant be in actual possession of any property so attached as aforesaid, and
the person or persons so in possession of the same, shall not within a
reasonable time after the service of such attachment, give notice thereofto
the owner or owners of such property, all such holders of such property
shall be liable in damages to such party sued, for all injury sustained by
the same by the reason of such neglect as aforesaid of such holder or
holders of the said property as aforesaid. And provided also that when-
soever any monies are attached in virtue of this Act in the hands of the
receiver general and treasurer, or any deputy receiver general of these
islands, the said officers shall hold the said monies liable to all such
judgments as may be obtained in pursuance of any such attachment or
attachments, but shall not be compellable to give any security for the safe
keeping of the same, anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary
notwithstanding.
41.—And be it further enacted, that no such deposit as ‘aforesaid shall no deposittobe paidbe received or paid out except on Wednesdays between the hours of twelvePetwcee ved except

at noon, and two in the afternoon. And that the books and accounts of the on Wednesdays.
said receiver general and treasurer, and of the said deputy receivers general, boskscoieernate
shall be and be held and considered to be public records, to which all licrecords. ;persons shall have a right of access, with the privilege of inspecting the or atonennt ection
same, at any time, within the usual office hours of business, on the pay- shilling annuity.ment to the person keeping such books or accounts as his fee, the sum ofone shilling currency for each inspection.
42.—And be it further enacted, that whensoever any Court, judge, or Persons suspected onmagistrate shall have reasonable grounds to suspect that any PETSON OFfovingattached wrepersons having any property attached in their keeping, possession orperty in theirkeepingpower, shall when required to produce the same according to law, havejng'to deliver itan,concealed the same or any part thereof, such party may be ruled to shew bow tobeproceededcause under oath why he, she, or they should not be held in contempt by “santreason of such concealment, and shall also answer under oath such inter-rogatories touching the same premises as the said court, judge, or magis-trate may think proper to administer to such suspected party, and if itshall appear by the answers of that party that he, she, or they have beenguilty of any concealment, embezzlement, or wilful or negligent diminu-tion or deterioration of any such attached property as aforesaid, while in

his, her, or their keeping, possession, or power, the said court, judge, ormagistrate, shall have authority to commit the said offender or offenders toPtlson, until he, she, or they shall satisfy and make good to the party
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defrauded all losses in the premises: Provided however, that no such.
proceedings as last aforesaid, shall bar any party defrauded as aforesaid, of
any action which they may have against the party so examined, should
he, she, or they become purged of his, her, or their contempt in the
premises, by false answers to any such interrogations as aforesaid.
43.—And whereas it would be attended with great inconvenience to

planters and those having establishments for raking salt, or farms for
raising corn, cattle, or live stock of any kind for market, if the Slaves
employed on or about such plantations, farms, or other establishments as
aforesaid, were allowed to deal or traffic in the same articles as thoseThe owners of Slaves |

shall not be prevent- 1 Which their owners deal or traffic: it is hereby further provided, and
‘hutteneulivatee be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this Act
cotton, wool, India contained shall be construed or understood as preventing or intending to
from raking.salt or prevent the owners of Slaves or others in charge of the same from prohibit.
from keeping for ing the said Slaves from cultivating any cotton, wool, or Indian or Guinea
breed cattle or other
livestock;batSlaves COrN, Or from raking salt, or from raising or keeping for breed any cattle
shall notbe prohibited or other live stock as aforesaid: Provided such prohibition shall not extend
canes, pease, “beans, to the cultivation of sugar canes, pease, beans, pumpkins, fruit of any kind,
&e. potatoes, yams, garden stuffs, or ground. provisions of any kind, cornas

aforesaid excepted, or to the cutting of timber, dye woods, or woods of
Or from dealing or 24Y Kind on the lands of them the said Slaves, or of otherswith the pro-
trafficing in arteles prietor’s permission, and selling the same, or to their dealing and traffic-
io whicttheir owners ing in any articles in which their owners shall not at the time deal or
from raising cornand traffic, or even to their raising cotton, wool, corn, or live stock, or raking
were wool &e.&c. salt, when their owners are not themselves actually engaged in raising
are not so engaged, cotton or corn, or live stock, dr in raking salt for sale.
wonanmissons. A “4 And whereas it isexpedientthatfrom and after besPassingofthis
to he hereafter paid ACt, no duty or tax, or fee of office whatsoever, shall be paid or payable
in respectofthema within the said islands upon, for or in respect of, the manumission of any
orthe enrolment of Slave, orme enrolment of any deed of manumission,saveand except a fee
the deed of manumis- not exceeding the sum ofeight shillings of lawful money of the said islands,
igcutreney to th which shall be paid to thepublic secretary andregister of récords thereof,
sa eenrohn” for the enrolment of any such deed of manumission; and if any person with-
seenrolment in the said islandsshall hereafter take, demand, or receive any such duty,

tax, fee of office, save as aforesaid, the person so offending shall ineur and
pecome liable to the payment of a fine not exceeding forty pounds, and not
ess than twenty pounds of lawful money of said islands, to be recovere
and applied in manner hereinafter directed.

Any Slave who shall 45.And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
bedesire llypase person being in a state of slavery within the said islands, shall be desirous
chasehis orherfree- to purchase his or her freedom, or the freedom of the wife, or husband, or
of his or her wife, child, or brother, or sister, or reputed wife, or husband, or child, or brother,
husband, child, or or sister of any such Slave, it shall and may be lawful to and for any such
repitedwife,&c, &e., Slave so to purchase the freedom of himself, or of herself, or of any such
at such price and on nerson as aforesaid, at such price, and upon such terms, conditions, and

Recital.

such terms as ma
be agreed upon be- Stipulations, as shall or may be agreed on by and between the parties inter-
tween the parties; . : J
and sach agreements ested in such sale and purchase, and all such agreements, bond fide entered
bondfide enteredinto, into for that purpose, shall be good, binding, and valid in law, whether
aitlabendmethe con. Verbalor in writing, the condition of the one or more of the contracting
dition of oue or more parties. being that of slavery, at the time of his, her, or their entering into
of the contracting
partiesshould be that Such agreement or agreements to the contrary notwithstanding.
of slavery. 46.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that should
Hany difference shall any difference exist between the parties aforesaid, as to the priceorvalue
vaiueofthe Slave, a at Which the Slave or Slaves in question shall or may be entitled to freedom,
antiedtowheifme it Shall be the duty of, and it shall and may be lawful for any magistrate,
cessary, shall appoint On the applicationof either party aforesaid to him madé, either directly or
two referevs, one onpirtoftheowner,and ‘Ndirectly, to call to his aid any one or more other magistrate or magis-
ose on part of the trates; and it shall be. the duty of the said magistrates whem corvened,
Slave with their con.sent; and such reo2nd they, or any two of them, when so convened, shall have full
ferces with the as- power and authority tosummon and cause the parties aforesaid to appeat
sistance of the magis-
trate shall determine Defore them, and endeavour to accommodate all differences between
theamount of com- them to the satisfaction of both, but failing therein, to cause two referees to

owner, be named, one by or on the part of the owner of owners of the Slave or
Slaves in question, and the other by or on the part of the said Slaves with



BAHAMAS. 177

their consent and approbation, and the advice and assistanceof the said
magistrates; and it shall be the duty of the said referees, after diligent in-
vestigation of all matters submitted or offered to their consideration by the
said parties, to award and determine the amount of such compensation as, in secneseraeuon
their opinion, the owner or owners of suchSlave or Slaves, shall or maybe bythemawarded|be
fairly and justly entitled to for such manumission; and such compensation $2! Paid oFten-
being actually paid or tendered to the said owner or owners of such Slavethe awardafter =
or Slaves, or duly and fully acknowledged to have been so tendered and proval by the Attor-
aid in the presence of the said magistrates, or any two of them, to trans-sateen

mit to the Attorney-General of these islands, a minute in writing signed by per office, and ‘the
them, of all and singular the several proceedings had before them in the Slave thereupon be=
premises ; and it shall thercupon be the duty of the said Attorney-General,
should he be of the opinion that the same are correct and regular according
to law, and if necessary after correcting, with the assent of the said magis-
trates, any errors in matter or form in the minutes of the same, to cause the
same to be recorded in the proper office of this government, and thereupon
the said Stave or Slaves shall become and be from henceforth to all intents
and purposes, free persons. .
47 —Provided however, and it is hereby enacted by the authority afore- Mitee thes deal mae

said, that should the said referees be unable to agree as to the amount of the a umpire whose de-. : : : : ae Cision shall be valid,compensation as aforesaid, the said referees shall name an umpire between
them, and the decision ofthe said umpire shall be as good, valid, and bind-
ing in the premises as if the same had been agreed to by the two referees first
named; and provided also that the said two refereesand also the said umpire,
when an umpire shall become necessary, before they enter on the duties of
anysuch reference or umpirage asaforesaid, shall take and subscribe as nearly
as may be, an oath or affidavit in writing to the effect following: that is to say,
A. B. and B. C. of the Island of D (here their additions are to be insertedOathto be teken and
at length) referees, indifferently chosen to award and determine between subsetibed bythe re-
E. F. of the Island of G. (here the additions of the owner or owners afore-
said are to be inserted at length) and H.I., &c., the Slave or Slaves being
here named, the Slave (or Slaves) of the said E. F., touching the compensa-
tion which the said owner or owncrs ought to receive for the emancipation
of his, her, or their said Slave, (or Slaves) being duly sworn on their oaths,
severally swear that they will fairly, justly, and equitably, to the best of
their skill and judgment, estimate the said compensation not merely accord-
ing to their view of the probable market prices of such Slave (or Slaves) if
exposed to sale as such, but with due regard also to such further remu-
neration as the said owner (or owners) may shew himself, (herself, or them-
selves) entitled to, to the satisfaction of them the said referees under the
special circumstances of the case, in consequence of any loss or damage
‘which the said owner (or owners) may sustain by reason of his (her, or
their) being deprived of the services of such Slave (or Slaves), and the affi:
davit of the umpire shall be as nearly as may be in the same form and to And bythe umpire.
the same effect.
48,—And be it further enacted, that when any owner or owners of When the owners ofSlaves desirous of purchasing freedom as aforesaid, shall not be residentSlaves Shall not be

within these islands, or shall be under age, lunatic, or be married women islands, orshall be
living with their husbands, then and in all such cases, the attornieg or Ut *® &e. &e.
agents of such absent owners, resident within these islands, and thearesueomeys or
parents or guardians of such minors, and the guardians of stich lunatics or owners, and the pa-their lawful representatives, resident within these said islands, and theminor ee ake
trustees of such married women or their lawful representatives, resident *mall be considered
within these said islands, shall be and be held and considered as the owners "4
ofall such Slaves, for all and singular the purposes last aforesaid, touching
the purchase of the freedom of the said Slaves of such owners, who b
reason of their absence, nonage, lunacy, or coverture as aforesaid, shall not
be ina situation to attend in person to the matter aforesaid,
_ 49.~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Miagiatratesferingmagistrate, who when duly required to perform any of the duties of Magis. perform the saidtrates as last aforesaid, in touching or concerning the purchase of freedom Gunes, touching theby Slaves asaforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to perform the same, shall be by, Slaves, shall_beliable to a penalty of fifty pounds of lawful money of theseislands for everyfitypum?
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And the owners of such offence, and should any owners of Slaves desirous of purchasinSlaves _ contumaci-
ously refusing to sub- freedom as aforesaid, or the lawful representatives of such owners ag
OF the mecinaerty aforesaid, contumaciously refuse to submit to the authority of the

wantonly=iwpediog magistrates as aforesaid, in the execution of their said duties as aforesaid,his proceedings, shall ; : ssarily delay or wontonly embarrass orbeliable tog ane of Of Intentionallyand unnecessarily y y or
not less than ten impede their proceedings in the premises, all such offendersshallbe liable
Brypomasre than t9 a fine of not less than ten nor more than fifty pounds of lawful moneyAnd on conviction of these said islands for every offence; and on their conviction for anthe court may empan- } :nela jury and deter SUCH Offence, it shall and may be lawful for the court before whom suc
mine by verdict the conviction shall take place, so soon thereafter as justice may admit of,value of the Slave or ;Slaves. under the circumstances of the case, to empannel a sworn inquest or jury
And oa payment of of twelve disinterested persons to inquire into and determine by verdict asthe amount of such
verdiet, by or on ac- to the value of the Slave or Slaves in question, and upon payment of the
count of the saveito amount of such verdict, by or on account of the said Slave or Slaves into
by thesentence of the court, the said Slave or Slaves shall, by sentence of the said court to bebe be *diudged to duly recorded, be adjudged to be free, and the money so paid into court
And the amount so Shall, after deducting the amount of the fine aforesaid, and all reasonable
Heduetngine “at costs and charges of all and singular the several proceedings last aforesaid
and costs, shall be in the said court, be paid over to the said owners or their lawful. represen-paid over to the tatives as aforesaid in this behalf.
This Act shall not 50.—And it is also hereby provided, and be it further enacted by the
affect the just rights authority aforesaid, that nothing in this Act contained, shall be in any
tors.magistrates fe, manner taken, held, or construed to destroy, diminish or impair, or other-

wise injuriously affect thejust rights ofjudgment, creditors, mortgagees,joint
But when the pro- proprietors or reversioners of any description: but whensoever the property
Rives dere of owners in any Slaves desirous of purchasing freedom as aforesaid, shall_ desirous o :
purchasing their free- be bound by any judgment, or mortgage, or any other person or persons,
by” jadgeent“4 shall have a joint or reversionary interest of any kind in the same, and the> on

mottsage, or anysameé be not made known in the course of any proceedings under, or inhavea pintnr rea! virtue of this Act, to the referees as aforesaid, or to the court and jury as
sionary interest in aforesaid, and any such information shall be knowingly and wilfully withheld
Sha ents ‘ictin the premises, any Slave conceiving himself or herself manumitted in
and veufally,withheld virtue of such proceedings or any of them, and who shall afterwards be
the court and jury, proved to be still more or less a Slave or liable to any manner of bondage
any Slave aggrieved afterwards, then, and in that case, such Slave or Slaves shall be entitled tothereby may recover
from ‘the persons recover of and from any and all persons and person so having wilfully and
making such wilful and knowingly concealed as aforesaid the fact of his, her, or their beingconcealment or con«

:niving thereat double bound by any such judgment or mortgage, or of the’ existence of any suchthe amount of the: aq } = 1 ;compensation to be JOlNt Or reversionary interest as aforesaid, or who shall in any manner be
paid for his freedom. aiding, abetting, or conniving, at any such concealment, double the amount

of such compensation paid for the emancipation of such Slave or Slaves; and
hen th if the referees, or court and jury as aforesaid, in the course of any ofthe pro-Batwhenthereferees ‘ : * . a3 .orcourtand jury shalt Ceedings aforesaid, provided by this Act as aforesaid in the premises, shall,

have notice of such having notice of any such judgment, mortgage, or joint, or reversionaryjudgment or rever-sionary interest, &c. Fight as aforesaid, then, and in that case, it shall and may be lawful for such
Sc. they may deter- referees or jurors, by their award or verdict to determine whether the whole ormine by award or .verdict whether the ANY, and what part of the compensation aforesaid, ought in equity and good
whole or any part of conscience to be paid to the judgment, creditors, mortgagees, joint ownersthe compensation ;
shall be paid to the OF reversioners as aforesaid, as the case may be, and the same shall be so
seemenecreditor,or paid accordingly; and should any such judgment, creditor, mortgagee, joint
and the same shall be owner, or reversioner, not be present to receive any monies so to hin,
covdingly.i present, her, or them, payable by reason of the premises, the same shall be deposited
but if absent, to be in the public treasury of the colony, for him, her, or them, and on his, her,id into the public _. ‘ , ivi i =treasury” on thee OF their sole account, and for receiving and paying out the same, the trea

account, surer shall receive, to be deducted from the same, a commission of one per
oneperseat.” cent, and no more.
Children under the O1.—And it is hereby provided also, and be it further enacted, that
age offourteen pot children under fourteen years of age, shall not be manumitted under this
against theconsent of ACt except with the consent of the owners thereof, under any circumstances
het weStive shan Whatsoever, anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary notwithstand-
ebtain hie freedom ing; and provided also, that no Slaves shall obtain their freedom under
pedetece’ this Act against the will of their owners (or others having them in charge),._ satisfy the ws . . : 2referees and jurythat unless it shall be shewn to the satisfaction of the referees or jury, as before
he las honestly 8° yrovided, that the funds ‘from which the compensation is to bepaid for
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their freedom shall have been honestly acquired, anything hereinbefore aired the funds for
contained to the contrary notwithstanding. compensation,
52.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that except in Frcept in jcares in

cases in which, in and by the provisions of this Act, or some other Act or jherse ofassembly,
Acts of the General Assembly of these islands, the power of trying persons nersdusforoffence: te
for offences is expressly vested in one or more magistrates, persons charged vested in one or more
with any of the offences mentioned in this Act, shall be tricd for the sameCete ens
in the General Court of these islands, according to the course of the common mentioned inthis Act,
law, or the provisions of this or some other act of assembly, applicable in“, Court ae
such cases, and on conviction shall suffer fine and imprisonment, or either, cording to the coure

: m1 1 . : ° - of the commen law,within the limits prescribed by this Act, or otherwise by the laws of thisor of the provisionsof
colony; and in cases where no limits are so prescribed, then the party con- of eeanhiyon act
victed shall be sentenced to a fine of not less than five, nor more than fifty conviction suffer fine
pounds lawful money of these islands, and to imprisonment for any space either,as proceribed
of time not exceeding one month, or to fine or imprisonment only within by uus Act, or other-
the same limits at the discretion of the court: Provided, however, thatthecolony whereof
whenever any such offences last aforesaid shall be committed by Slaves, or such limits are s0
others liable to be tried by slave courts, according to the form and effect prescribed Rinenot
of any Act or Acts ofassembly in such case made and provided, and now above fifty pounds,
in force within these islands, the parties charged with such offences, shall exceediug one month,
and may be tried by such slave courts accordingly, and on conviction beorfine or imprisou-
punished as is by law already therein provided, except as is hereinbefore the’ tike offences,
excepted in cases where one or more magistrates shall have summary juris- when committed by
diction in the premises according to the provisions of this or some other pushed
act of assembly as aforesaid.
53.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all fines, Penalties, fines,and

penalties, and forfeitures, to be imposed, levied, or received, in pursuance applied,
of the enactments and provisions of this Act, excepting only as to such
fines, penalties or forfeitures, or any parts of the same which are herein-
before directed to be otherwise applied or appropriated, shall be paid into
the treasury of these said islands, in aid of the support of his Majesty’s
government within the same, in such manner as may be designated by
some Act or Acts ofthe General Assembly of these islands and nototherwise.
54.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all

cases in which, according to the provisions of this Act, or of the first above-
recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, any affidavits, oaths,
examinations, or depositions under oath, as in the case of witnesses on trials,
of fact, or otherwise, are required or allowed to be administered, taken, or ;sworn to the people called Quakers, shall be permitted to substitute theirQuakersmaysubsti-solemn affirmation in the place of all such oaths, anything in this Act con-testation in place of
tained to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided however, that any such °" o#!
person so affirming to that which the person so affirming does not at the
time of such affirmation know to be true, shall be held guilty of wilful and
corrupt perjury; on conviction thereof shall suffer the pains and penaltiesofFalse _affirmationwilful and corrupt perjury, and be liable to all the disabilities legally con. ‘med Pevury-sequent upon such conviction; And provided also that no such affirmation
shall be received in evidence in any trial for any offence for which the per-son tried would on conviction be liable to suffer death.
59.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when ANY Persons sued for anyperson or persons whatsoever, shall or may be sued at law for anything thing done ander thisdone by the authority, or in pursuance of this Act, or of any of the pro-wnn” ae “ict avisions of the same, or of the provisions of the first above-recited Act, to amendments maywhich this Act isan amendment, the party defendant may plead the general bsue, ac. &"issue, and under that issue give this Act, and any special matter in evidence;and when in any such suit judgment shall pass for the party defendant, or

theparty plaintiff shall be nonsuited, or discontinue his, her, or their actionin the premises, the party defendant shall be entitled to double costs.
56.—And be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and Allpartsandsections,after the passing of this Act, all such part and parts, section and sections, Srthe AnyProvisionsclause and clauses, provision and provisions, passages and enactments of thisis anamendment,thé said first-above recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, and ofacon eeeActsevery other Act and Acts of the General Assembly of these islands, incon- Act, or any of the. e . . . ae f itsistent with this Act, or any of the enactments and provisions of the same, herebysuspended.

259



260

Duration of the Act,
until gsth Jan. 1929,
aud from thence, &c. S

twenty-eighth day of January, which will be in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, and from thence to the end of the
then next session of General Assembly, and no longer.
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-or which may in any manner be construed to contravene the same, eithor
wholly or in part, be, and the same are hereby declared to be, suspended for
and during the continuance of this Act.
57.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that this Act

hall be and continue in force from and after the passing thereof until the

Passed the House of Assembly, - Passed the Legislative Council,
15th December, 1826, 19th December, 1826,

L: KERR, Speaker. P. BROWN, President,
Assented to the 22d day of December, 1826,

WM. VESEY MUNNINGS

 

A. B.
v. Trespass on the case.

Cc. D.

General Court, Hilary, 7th Geo. IV.

THE above-named plaintiff, A. B., being duly sworn, saith that the fol.
lowing Slaves, the alleged property of E. F., of the Island of Elenthera,
planter, as this deponent is advised and believes, are material witnesses on
this deponent’s behalf in the above cause, namely, G. H. place of abode,
governor's harbour at Elenthera aforesaid, colour black, sex male, and
about thirty years of age; also J. K., same place of abode, same colour,
same sex, and about twenty-cight years of age ; and also L. M., same place
of abode, a Mulatto, sex female, and about twenty-two years of age ; as the
said three several Slaves are registered in the office of the clerk of the
crown of these islands, as being competent. to give evidence in the several
courts of the same, in pursuance of the act of Assembly in that case made
and proved ; and the deponent on his said oath further saith, that he doth
not require the evidence of more than two of the said Slaves, to any one
point at issue, in the above cause, or the evidence of any one of them, to
‘any point, matter, or thing, concerning which the said Slaves, or any of

5.

them, as this deponent is advised and verily believes are legally incompe-
tent to give evidence, on any account whatsocver.

(Signed) A.B.
Sworn to this day of

A. D., 1826.
Before me,

(Signed) N. P., Prothonotary.
A true copy froom the original Act,

(Signed) J. NESBITT, Secretary.

**An Act to amend, consolidate, and bring into one Act, the several
Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection
and Seciurity,. and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of
Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes.”

(January 28th, 1824.)

WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws which from time to time have
been enacted for the governmentof Slaves should be amended, consolidated,
and brought into one Act, and other provisions made for their protection
and the promoting of their moral and religious instruction, and by means
thereof, their gencrai comfort and happiness, so far as is consistent with due
order and subordination, and the well being of this colony: May it there-
fore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted_by his
Excellency Lewis Grant, Esquire, Major-general of your Majesty’s Forces,
Captain-general, and Governor-in-Chief, the Council and Assembly of
your Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, all
and every the hercinafter-mentioned laws and clauses, and parts of laws,
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go far forth as the same do relate to Negro or other Slaves, be, and the Laws suspended
same are hercby suspended for and during the continuance of this Act, any-
thing in the said laws orclauses of Jaws, or in any other law to the con-
trary notwithstanding, that is to say, an Act passed in the seventh year of
the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, entitled «An Act
for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians ;” also one other Act, passed
in the eighth year of his said late _Majesty’s reign, entitled “ An Act for
suspending a Clause in an Act entitled, “An Act for governing Negroes,
Mulattoes and Indians, and for amending the said Act ;’” also one other
Act, passed in the twenticth year of his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled
“ An Act for suspending Parts of certain Clauses, and amending other Clauses
in an Act, entitled an Act for governing Negroes, Mulattocs and Indians ;°
also one other Act, passed in the year last aforesaid, entitled «* An Act for
governing Negrocs, Mulattoes, Mustees, and Indians, and for suspending
several Acts therein mentioned ;” also one other Act, passed in the same
car last aforesaid, entitled “ An Act to amend a Clause in an Act passed

inthe seventh year of his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled «An Act for
governing Negroes, Mulattoes and Indians ;’” also one other Act passed in
the twenty-fourth yearof his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled “An Act
for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees and Indians, and for suspending
several Acts therein mentioned,” save and except the first section of this
said Act, as printed in the printed copy of the Acts ofassembly, being the
second section of the same Act in the original manuscript thereof ; also all
and every Act and Acts, clause and clauses of Acts, respecting the govern-
ing of Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees and Indians, which in and by the said
last-recited Act are or were thercby suspended during the continuance of
the said Act; also one other Act, passed in the thirty-seventh year of his
said late Majesty’s reign, entitled “An Act to consolidate and bring into
one Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further
Protection and Security; for altering the Mode of Trial of Slaves charged
with capital Offences ; for suspending the several Acts and Clauses of Acts
thercin mentioned, and for other Purposes.” .
2.—And whereas itis due to good policy, as well as to humanity and Allowanceofprovisi:

justice, that the condition of Slaves should be rendered as comfortable as tand to Slaves.
possible, by supplying them with good, wholesome and sufficient pro-
visions, with proper clothing and other necessaries, and it is expedient
that the same should be regulated by law: Be it enacted that the
master, owner, or possessor of every plantation, pen, or other lands what-
soever within these islands, shall provide and give to every Slave above
the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck of ungrouad Indian
or Guinea corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or seven quarts of rice,
or fifty-six pounds of potatoes ,cocoas or yams, per week, over and above a
sufficient quantity ofland, as and for the proper ground of every such Slave,and one-half of ‘the aforesaid allowance to each child below ‘the aforesaid
age of ten years.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no master, Manumissionof oldowner, or possessor of any Slave, whether in his or her own right, Or aspableof labour.void,attorney, guardian, trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall manumit, discard,and provision fo)be

or turn away, any such Slave, by reason of such Slave being rendered infrm Slave by theIncapable of labour by sickness, age, or infirmity ; and all such manumissions owner under certainshall be void*; and every master, owner, or possessor, shall be, and he is? See an amendmenthereby obliged to keep every such sick, infirm, disabled, or superannuated od byvinich the uate:Slave on his estate or premises, and to find and provide such Slave with nzmission remains valid,wholesome necessaries of life, and not to suffer any such Slave to be in want the manumittor con-
thereof, or to wander about and become burdensome to others, under the maintenance v the
penalty of ten pounds for every offence, to be recovered ina summary ™anumittedperson,jnanner before any two justices of the peace ; who are hereby authorizedand required to cause any master, owner, or possessor offending in thePremises, or his, her, or their agent, or attorney, and such persons as they
shall judge necessary, to be summoned before them, to enable them toJudge of the justice of such charge, and to determine whether such master,
evhcr, or possessor ought to incur the aforesaid penalty; and in the mean
time, and until such trial can be had, the said justices of the pcace, on
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their view, or on the information of any white person on oath, are herel
required to take up any such wandering, sick, aged or infirm Slave, and to.
lodge him or her in the nearest workhouse, or other place of security, there
to be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the expense of such
master, owncr, or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid can be had; and
if it shall appear to the said justice upon such trial, that the party or
parties complained of is or are guilty of the offence alleged, and he, she,
or they shall refuse to pay the said penalty, together with the workhouse
fees and charges of conviction, the said justices are hereby authorized and
required to commit such offender or offenders to the next common gaol, there
to remain without bail or mainprize until he, she, or they shall pay the same,

Vestries empowersd 4,——-And whereas, by reason of deaths or removals of proprietors of
aneae tt? Slaves, or of Slaves havingheretofore been manumitted without any suitable
support of infirm Ne- provision being made for their maintenance, and from other causes, some

Bross. such Slaves or manumitted persons rendered unable to labour by disease,
old age, or other means, have become burdensome to the inhabitants; for
remedy whereof, Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it
shall and may be lawful for the vestries of the several parishes and islands,
once in every year, to lay a tax upon the inhabitants, in the same manner
as the parochial taxes are usually laid, for the purpose of raising such sum
as they shall judge necessary for the maintenance, clothing, medical care
and attendance of all such Negro, Mulatto or other Slaves or other such
manumitted persons; any two justices of thepeace are hereby authorized
and required upon application being made to them, to order all such Slaves
or other persons as aforesaid, to be removed and conveyed to the workhouse
of the parish where (if a Slave) the former owner or owners, proprietor or
proprietors lived or resided, or (if a person of colour made free) where the
person or persons who manumitted or set free such person of colour resided
before his or her manumission, there to be lodged and taken care of. And
the justices of the peace and vestries of the several islands and parishes
are hereby authorized and required, from time to time, to make such
regulations for the purposes aforesaid, as to them shall seem necessary
and expedient.

AllActsand clauses =5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all and
: posing any . .
dutyortaxon thema- every Act and Acts, clause and clauses thereof, whereby any tax or duty
tupented. °"*** whatever, is or hath been imposed on the manumissionof any Slave or

Slaves within these islands, shall be, and the same hereby are (so far as
relates to the imposition of any such tax or duty), suspended for and

Proviso during the continuance of this Act: Provided always that nothing herein
contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent the public
secretary or register of records of the colony, or any his lawful deputy or
deputies, from asking, demanding, and receiving from the person or persons
liable to pay the same, any his lawful fee or fees for the recording of any
manumission or manumissions, or otherwise giving legal effect hereunto.

Slaves being husband 6,—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and the
se aiand wiftaed Passing of this Act, at no sale or transfer of Slaves hereafter to be made,
their child or reputed whether by private contract or public sale, or under or by virtue of any mort-
itd pois  egage, execution for debt, or other legal process whatsoever, or otherwise how-fourteen years of age,
and belonging to the soever, shall the husband and wife, or reputed husband and wife and child,
bewidseparacely or OF Feputed child of such husband and wife, or reputed husband and wife, (the
otherwise than n'one said husband and wife, or reputed husband and wife, and the said child or
By the 3ed section of reputed child of such husband and wife, or of such reputed husband and
amended Slave Act wife, or of either of them, being the property of the same owner or owners,

qth Geo. IV. all . : .
sales, bequests, con- and the said child being below the age of fourteen years,) be sold or trans-
peparating &e.for ferred, the one without the other, or otherwise than in one entire lot, and
contrary to the pro- in One and the same lot, and to one and to the same person or persons; nor
sali beaulload.og, SHall any executor or other person taking upon himself the burden of

execution of any last will, assent to any specific legacy of a Slave, or
deliver to any legatee or legatees, any Slave or Slaves to him, her, or them,

Noexecutor or ad- by the testatoror testatrix of such executor or administrator, specifically
toony legacy made Dequeathed in any case wherein the effect of any such assent or delivery
pany will separating would be to separate or cause to be separated from each other the husband
child, but theinterest AUD wife, or reputed husband and wife, or separate or cause to be
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separated any child under the age of fourteen years from his or her parentsofany such legatee toor reputed parents, or cithcr of them, contrary to the true intent and EXHt,inthepropor.
meaning of this Act; but such executor or administrator in every such case, pett proceeds ofthe
after such inventory and appraisement of the goods and chattels of his OF baud and wile, oe
her testator or testatrix made, had, ‘and returned, as by law is required, child may belong.
shall sell or dispose of every such husband and wife, or reputed husband
and wife, and every such child or reputed child, and his or her parents or
reputed parents, or either of them, in one separate and.entire lot, and in
one and the same lot, and to the same person or persons; and all claim,
right, title, interest, or demand whatever, (either in law or equity) which
any such legatee or legatees, without the provisions of this Act might or
could have had or claimed in, to, or against any such Slave so bequeathed
as aforesaid, by any such testator or testatrix, and afterwards so sold and
disposed of by any such executor or administrator, shall thenceforward
and for ever thereafter be transferred to, and exist in the nett proceeds of
the lot in which the Slave to such legatce as aforesaid bequeathed, shall
have been included and sold, and shall be rated or proportioned in
amount according to the rate or proportion which the sum at which such
Slave shall have been appraised shall bear comparatively in relation to the
several sum and sums at which other the Slave or Slaves in the same lot
included shall have been also appraised.
7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if QDY Penalty on persons

person or persons, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, making such sales,
shall wilfully and knowingly make or cause to be made any transfer or sale senting tosuch lega-of any such Slave or Slaves, or if any executor or other such administrator ‘ie
of any last will shall assent to the specific legacy of any such Slave, or
shall deliver or cause to be delivered to any such legatee or legatees, the
Slave or Slaves to him, her, or them so as aforesaid bequeathed, every person
so offending shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of one
hundred pounds, to be recovered and applied in manner hereinafterprovided: Provided always, that nothing herein contained, shall extend Notto affect morte
or be construed to extend, to affect any mortgage or mortgages of Slaves, Piedbetorelet aly,duly made and executed previous to the passing of this Act, and which 1s.shall have been duly recorded or registered in the public office in Nassau,on or before the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-
four.
8.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every Anoust clothing of amaster or owner shall provide and give to every Slave in his or her pos. Slave:session, two suits of proper and sufficient clothing in the course of everyyear, under the penalty of fifty pounds for each offence,
9,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all masters stavestobe instruct-and owners, or in their absence their overseers, shall, as much as in them ¢4, ins the |Christianlies, endeavour to instruct their Slaves in the Christian religion, and shall baptism.do their endeavour to fit them for baptism, and as soon as convenientlymay be, shall cause to be baptized all such Slaves as they can makesensible of a Deity, and of the Christian faith.
10.—And whereas, nothing would tend more effectually to promote the This and the 11th.moral and religious improvement of Slaves, or contribute more to their pathy gud13thsec-mutual society, help, and comfort, than to encourage (so far as may be pended by 26th secpossible; and under such restrictions only as their state of present intel- Consolidated Slavelectual advancement, the religious establishment of the colony, and a due 4*tof 7th Geo. 1V.regard to the rights of private property may require,) marriages betweenSlaves, and between Slaves and free people: Be it further enacted by Encouragement 0the authority aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this Act, it shal] martises| betweenand may be lawful to and for the several rectors or incumbents of parishes Siaves and free peowithin this colony, each in his respective parish church or chapel, or for ?!*

any otherminister of the established church, in any such church or chapel,by and with the permission of the rector or incumbent (or if there be nosuch rector or incumbent there resident, then of the churchwardens) of theparish to which such church or chapel may belong, or in parishes, or onislands being parts of parishes whereon there shall be no such church orchapel, then for any such rector or incumbent or other such minister as
aforesaid, (in any private dwelling there situate,) upon every Sunday, and
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between the hours o feight and twelve in the forenoon of every such da
and without the publication of banns, or asking in church, or any dis.
pensation, license of marriage, or other faculty or license whatever, save
as hereinafter is required, and whether the parties then and there to be
married or either of them shall dwell within the parish to which such
church or chapel may belong, or within which such private dwelling js
situate, or not, marriages between Slaves, and between Slaves andfree
people, who are not within the degrecs of consanguinity prohibited by.
God’s law, nor labouring under the legal disabilities of a priormarriage,
or want of reason, and who profess the Christian religion, on production to
such rector or incumbent or other such minister, of the consent inwriting
of the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves respectively, in that behalf
first had, and to such rector or incumbent or other such minister ad.
dressed: Provided always, that no such rector or.incumbent, or other
minister as aforesaid, shall celebrate or proceed to celebrate any such
marriage, unless the persons to be married shall fourteen days at least
before the celebration of such marriage, respectively deliver or cause to be
delivered to such rector or incumbent, or other minister as aforesaid, a
notice or memorandum in writing of the Christian name or names of every
such person being a Slave, and the Christian name or names, and surname,
or name by reputation, of every such person being free, together with the
name or names, and place or places of abode of the owner or owners of
every such Slave respectively.

Suspended(seeobser- 11,—And whereas many of the parishes into which this colony has been
Tee tide Aet) ** divided by law, are without incumbents, and in many casesit hath been

found expedient that islands and quays, separate and apart from each
other, should be formed and united into one parish: And whereas it is
necessary to provide for the celebration of such marriages in such of the
said parishes whereof there shall be no such incumbent, and in such islands
or quays, being parts ofparishes, whereon no such rector or incumbent shall

Where thereisnore- be actually resident: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
cumbentinaparish, that from and after the passing of this Act, the power ofsolemnizing such
warriages may bece~ marriages as aforesaid, which herein and hereby is given to the several
ebrated by a justice : a . .

ofthe peace. rectors or incumbents, or other ministers as aforesaid, shall and lawfully
may, under the like rules, regulations, and restrictions, hercinbefore and
hereinafter set forth and specified, be exercised by any justice of the peace,
or minister of the established church, in any such parish whereof there
now is, or hereafter shall or may be, no rector or incumbent as aforesaid, or
on any island or quay (being part of any parish) whereon no such rector or
incumbent shall be actually resident.

Registerofsuchmar- 12.—And in order to preserve the evidence of all such marriages, and
riages to be kept. tq make the proof thereof more certain and easy, and to prevent the forg-
Enopended, (vide a8 ing or counterfeiting of any such consent: Be it further enacted by the au-

‘ thority aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this ‘Act, all such mar-
riages as aforesaid, shall be had and solemnized in the presence of one cre-
dible free witness or more, besides the minister or other persons as aforer
said who shall celebrate the same; and that the minister, or in case there
be no minister there resident, the churchwardens of the parish within
which any such marriage shall have been so celebrated, shall, upon appli-
cation made to him or them by the parties so marricd, or either of them, his,
her, or their owner or owners respectively, register,orcause to be registered,
the said marriage in the common register book of christenings, marriages,
and burials belonging to such parish respectively, in like manner and form
as heretofore hath been customary with regard to any other marriages,
under the penalty of five pounds for every default: Provided also, that in
evcry such entry or register there shall be expressed the date of the con-
sent under which such marriage was celebrated, and the name or names,
place or places of abode, of the parties married, and of his, her, or their
owner or owners respectively.

All such marriages 13,-—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all mar-
trong’ #4 yalitya¢ riages so had and solemnized as aforesaid, by any such rector or incum-
after publication of bent, minister or justice of the peace, under and by virtue of any such con-
paeene tam ie sent as aforesaid, shall be, andthe same are hereby declared to be, good,
ordinary,



265

BAHAMAS. 185

valid, and binding to all intents and purposes in the law whatsoever, Supended. face ob?" : . : . . servation on 10th sec(saving always the just right of ownership, which in no case whatever shall tion of this Act.
be in anywise hurt, prejudiced , straightencd or otherwiseaffectedthereby,)
as though the same hac been solemnized after publication of banns, or by
yirtuc of any dispensation, faculty or other license whatsoever, of an
ordinary, judge, or other person whomsocver, having authority to grant the
same ; and the issue procreate of all such marriages, shall be deemed legi-
timate: Provided however thatthe marital power and authority to be thus
acquired by the husband over the wife, shall in no such case as aforesaid,
impugn, diminish or interfere with the rights or authority of the owner or
owners in, to, and over his, or her, or their Slave or Slaves, or the issue of
such Slave or Slaves, or the duty and services of such Slave or Slaves, in.
any manner whatsoever.
14.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any mas-Penalty on mutilating

ter, owner, or other person whatsoever, who shall wilfully mutilate any Slave, °F ™aming Slaves.
or cause, permit, or suffer any Slave to be mutilated with his or her privity
or consent, shall be liable to be indicted and. prosecuted in the General
Court for the same, and upon conviction shall be punished by fine not
not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprisonment not exceeding
twelve months for every offence; and such punishment is declared to be
without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought by the
owner or proprietor for recovery of damages for or on account of the same;
and in cases where the owner of any such Slave shall be guilty of any such
offence, it shall and may be lawful for the court, if it shall deem necessary
for the future protection of such Slave, to declare him or her to be free, and
discharged from all manner of servitude, to all intents and purposes what-
ever. And inall such cases it shall and may be lawful for the court to order
the fine to be paid to the vestry of the parish to which such Slave belonged,
to the use of the said parish, the vestry in consideration thereof paying to
such Slave so made free, an annuity of ten pounds per annum during life.
And in case any Slave or Slaves shall suffer any such mutilation as
aforesaid, any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, on
view of the fact, to send such Slave to the nearest workhouse, there to be
kept and carefully attended, at the expense of the parish, until such time
as there can be a meeting of the justices and vestry of such parish; which
justices and vestry are hereby created a council of protection for such
Slave, and are authorized and required to make a full inquiry respecting
the mutilation of such Slave ; and if to them it shall appear proper, shall
cause the owner or owners of such mutilated Slave, to be indicted and pro-
secuted, the expense of which prosecution shall be paid by the parish where
such offence shall be committed. And incase the owner or owners of such
Slave or Slaves shall be able to pay the costs.andcharges ofsuch prosecution,
the churchwardens and vestry are hereby required to commence a suit or
or suits against such owner or owners, in which they shall recover all costs
and charges by them laid out and expended in such criminal prosecution
and civil action. And the keeper of the workhouse to which any such
Slave shall have been committed, is hereby required, upon due notice of the
mecting of such justices and vestry, to produce such mutilated Slave or
saves for their inspection, under the. penalty of twenty pounds for every
negiect,
15.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall Slaves not to he mnti-

not be lawful for any court of justice to pass any sentence whereby anyanycoresoence of
Slave shall be directed to be mutilated or maimed for any offence whatever.
16.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if ANY Persons wilfully kill-

person shall wilfully and with malice aforcthought, kill, or cause to be is Slave guilty of
Killed, any Negro or other Slave, every such person shall be adjudged =~
guilty of felony and murder, and shall suffer death without benefit of
clergy: Provided always that no such conviction shall extend to the cor-
Tuption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands and tenements, goods and chattels,
any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
17.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Penalty on persons

person shall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, im- ond sto
ptison, or keep in confinement without suflicient support, any Slave or
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Slaves, he, she, or they shall be subject to be indicted for the same in the
General Court, and shall suffer such punishment byfine or imprisonment, or
both, as the court shall think proper to inflict; and such punishment ig
declared to be without prejudice to any action that may be brought for
recovery of damages, in case such Slave shall not be the property of the
offender.

PunishmentofSlaves. 18.——And in order to restrain arbitrary punishment, Be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that no Slave shall, on any account, receive
more than twenty lashes at any one time, or for any one offence, unless the

See explanation of owner oremployer of such Slave, or supervisor of the workhouse or keeper of
this etConolie the gaol shall be present; and that no such owner, employer, supervisor, or
tion Slave Act of 7th gaol keeper, shall on any account punish a Slave with more than thirty-nine
seh pperviaur de, lashes, at one time and for one offence; nor inflict, or suffer to be
not to punish wuhout inflicted, any second punishment on the same day, nor until the delinquent
the consent of owner. 1,411 have recovered from the effects of any former punishment; nor-shall

any female Slave.abovethe age of twelve years be punished otherwise
than in private, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

Duty and fees of pro. 19.—-And whereas it is customary for owners to commit their Slaves tg
vost marshal. the common. gaol for slight offences which are not punishable under. this

Act: Be it therefore enacted, that.in all cases where any owner Or possessor
of a Slave shall send him or her to gaol for any such trivial offence, the
provost marshal or his deputy.or gaoler shall forthwith take and receive
such Slave into custody, andhim or her safely keep until released by the
owner, and shall receive for his trouble three shillings, together with one
shilling for every day such Slave shall have remained in gaol, provided
such Slave shall have been maintained by the provost marshal.

Fixing iron collarson =20,--And whereas a mischievous practice hath prevailed in some
bent “** “colonies of punishing ill disposed Slaves, and such as are apt to abscond.

from their owners, by fixing iron collars with projecting barsor- hooks
roundtheirnecks,Be it enacted and declared, that such practice isutterly
unlawful, and that no person shall, on any account whatever, punishany
Negro or other Slave, whether his own property or otherwise, by fixing or
causing to be fixed any. iron or other collar round the neck of suchSlave,
‘or by loading the body or limbs.ofsuch Slave with chains, irons, or weights
of any kind, other than such as are absolutely necessary for securing the
person of such Slave while in confinement, under the penalty of. fift
pounds; and any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required,
on information or view of such offence, to order such collars, chains, irons,
or weights to be immediately taken off under the penalty of one hundred
pounds for every neglect or refusal. .

Allowance of holy. 21.—And beit. further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
aye Slave. within these islands shall. be allowed the usual number of Christmas

holydays, to. wit; Christmas-day and the two following working days.
Penalty on overseers, 22.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
absenting themselves overseer who shall absent himself from the estate under his care or manage-uring the Christmas 4 . . ° .holydays. ment on any of the aforesaid holidays, without leave from his employer,

shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of five pounds for eachday.
Penalty on pot re. 23.—And. be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that.on the
Sieteanfirstday of January, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand
every Ist of January. eight hundred and twenty-five, and on the first day of January in every,

succeeding year, or within thirty days after, the owner, manager, of
overseer of every plautation or settlement within. these islands, shall give
upon oath to the churchwardens of the parish, au account of all the births
and deaths of the Slaves on such plantationor settlement, for the. year
immediately preeeding, under the. penalty. of fifty pounds, to be recovered
from the owner of such plantation or settlement,

Fea on meoverseer 24.—Andve it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the notoughhisuegleet. . . : :giving in such accounts shall be owing to the neglect of any overseer or
manager, it shall and may be lawful for the owner, proprietor, or possessor
o” such plantation orsetilement, to stop anddetain. the penalty which he
or she shall be compelled to pay, together with his or her costs and. charges,
out of the wagesof such manager or overseer.Penalty on Slaves

hurting cattle, 29.—~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that. no Negro
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or other Slave shall be allowed to hurt any horned cattle, horses, mares,
mules, asses, or other animals, with lances, guns, cutlasses, or other arms,
unless in the company of his master, overseer, or some other white person,
or by his permission in writing. And any Negro or other Slave, who shall
offend contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, shall suffer such
punishment by whipping as any two justices of the peace shall think proper
to inflict, not exceeding fifty lashes.
96.—And be it further enacted, that every person from whose service Public notice of

any Slave shall abscond, shall within fourteen days thereafter give notice Bereaaconded w
thereof, by public advertisement, wherein shall be inserted the name and ‘
description ofsuch runaway, by means whereof he or she may be more
easily known and apprehended ; and in case the owner shall neglect to do
so, he or she shall not be entitled to any satisfaction from the treasury for
any such Slave executed or transported by virtue of this Act for any crime
whatever.
27.—And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful either to sell Penalty on selling or

or buyany runaway Slave, and that any person selling or buying any such givivs *9y runaway
Slave while absent, shall forfeit the sum of thirty pounds,
28.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all Slaves Penalty on Slaves

who shall have been in these islands for the space of two years, and shall "8““*
run away, and continue absent for a term not exceeding six months, shall,
upon conviction before any two justices of the peace, suffer such punish-
ment as the said justices shall think proper to inflict, not extending to life’
or limb.
29.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave giaves. absent more

who shall run away from his owner or lawful possessor, and be absent for thausix months to be
more than six months, being duly convicted, shall be sentenced to be
transported for life, or shall suffer such other punishment not extending to
life or limb, as the court shall think proper to inflict.
'30.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave penatty on harboar-

who shall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway Slave, shall be liable ing runaway Staves.
to be tried for the same as hereafter directed, and upon conviction shall S'spended by|6th
suffer such punishment as the court shall think proper to inflict, not ex- Consolidated Stave
tending to life or limb; and that every free person who shall commit any “*ef7t Geo IV-
such offence may be indicted and prosecuted for the same, in the General
Court, and being convicted, shall suffer such punishment by fine and im-
prisonment, as the court shall think proper, according to the magnitude of
the offence; and such punishment is hereby declared to be without pre-
Judice to any action or suit which may be brought by the party injured for
recovery of damages, for and on account of the same.
81.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every reward to Slaves

Slave who shall take up any such runaway Slave, so that such runaway may be apprehending —_ren-
taken andrestored to his or her owner or owners, shall be entitled to such *“”””
reward as any twojustices of the peace shall think reasonable and just, not
exceeding three pounds, to be paid by such person or persons as the ‘said
justices shall determine ought to pay the same.
32.—Andwhereas it is dangerous to the peace and safety of these islands what Siaves deemed

to suffer Slaves to continue out as runaways, and it is absolutely necessary "™meways.
to declare what Slaves shall be deemed runaways: Be it therefore enacted
and declared, that every Slave who shall be absent from his or her owner
or employer, without leave, for ten days together, and shall be found at
the distance of eight miles from the house, plantation or settlement to
which he or she belongs, without a ticket or permit to pass, (such only ex-
cepted as are going with fire wood, grass, fruit, provisions or small stock,
and other goods which they may lawfully sell, to market and returning
therefrom) shall be deemed a runaway.
33.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any free Reward to free per-

person who shall apprehend any runaway Slave, shall be entitled to receive om|. spprehending
from the owner, employer, overseer or manager of such Slave, the sum of ™
twenty shillings and no more, besides mile money at the rate of two shil-
lingsper mile for the first five miles, and one shilling per mile afterwards:
Provided such Slave had absented himself or herself ten days without the
privity, knowledge, or consent of the proprietor, owner, or other white per-
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son residing on the plantation or place to which such Slave shall belone.
which term of absence shall be declared on the oath of such Proprietor,
overseer or other white person as aforesaid, if required by the party takine
up the Slave; but it is the true intent and meaning of this Act, that ever
person who shall apprehend any Slave that is actually runaway, shall be
entitled to the aforesaid reward, although such Slave shall not be ejht
miles from home, and although the aforesaid term of ten days shall not
have elapsed.
34.—And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave

who shall take or kill another Slave in actual rebellion, shall receive from
the churchwardens of the parish in which any such Slave shall have been
killed, the sum of five pounds, and ten pounds if taken alive; alsoa blue
cloth coat with ared cross on the right shoulder; the whole expenses
whereof shall be reimbursed by the receiver-general for the time being, out
of any money in his hands unappropriated. .
35.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ifan

Slave shall be killed by any person or persons in the execution of thisAct,
or under the authority of the same, the person or persons by whom such
Slave may be killed, shall, as speedily as may be, give information thereof
to some justice of peace, who is hereby required to take his examination,
and also the evidence or information of any person or persons respecting
the same ; and any white person or free person of colour killing such Slave,
who shall neglect forthwith to give the information hereby required, shall
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds.
36.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any per.

son or persons apprehending any runaway Slave, shall convey him or her
to his or her owner, employer or manager, if resident on the island in which
such Slave shall have been apprehended ; but if not therein resident, or if
payment of the reward and other charges hereinbefore mentioned shall not:
be made, then to the nearest gaol or workhouse, the keeper whereof js
hereby authorized and required to receive such Slave into his custody, and
to pay the party delivering such Slave the sum of twenty shillings, and mile
moncy as aforesaid, and no more, under the penalty of five pounds: Pro.
vided nevertheless, that no gaoler or workhouse keeper shall pay any such
sum or sums before such person shall have taken an oath (which oath such
gaoler or workhouse keeper shall file in his office, and produce when there.
unto required by the owner or possessor of such Slave, under the penalty
of five pounds) that the Slave so apprehended was at the reputed distance
of eight miles from the house, plantation or settlement to which such Slave
belongs, (except as is before excepted) and that such Slave had no ticket
or permit in writing from his or her owner or possessor, employer of over-
seer at the time of being apprehended, and that such Slave had been first
carried to his or her owner, employer or manager, provided such owner,
employer or manager shall be in the island where such Slave shall have
been apprehended, and the payment of the reward and charges aforesaid
was neglected or refused to be made.
37.—And to the end that the owners and proprietors of Slaves so

apprehended may obtain information of the gaol or workhouse in which
they are confined, Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
keeper of every workhouse or gaol shall and they are hereby required,
once in every month, to advertise in the Royal Gazette, or other public
newspaper, and at the most public place in the island on which such Negro
shall be apprehended, the height, names, marks and sex, and also the
country (when the same can be ascertained) of every runaway Slave then
in his custody, and the time such Slave was put into his custody, and also
the name or names of the owner or owners thereof, if known, under the
penalty of ten pounds for every neglect or omission, and for the expense of
such advertisement it shall and may be lawful for the keeper of every gaol
or workhouse to charge the owner or owners of each runaway Slave at and
after the rate of twelve shillings per month and no more, and to detain any
such Slave in custody until the same, together with the charges of appre-
hending and other fees, and poundage after the rate of two shillings in the
pound, shall be paid, and also one shilling for every twenty-four hourssuch.
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Slave shall have been in custody for subsistence, and sixpence per day for
medical care and extraordinary nourishment where necessary. And the
gaoler, workhouse keeper, or supervisor, shall attest every such account

noath. .
"P38-—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the Galer tofurnish con
keeper of every workhouse or gaol within these islands, shall provide and ngsSlaves with vice
furnish every such Slave confined in such workhouse or gaol, with a sufficient
quantity of good and wholesome provisions, according to the allowance
hereinbefore required to be given upon every plantation, under the penalty
of ten pounds for every neglect.
39.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that after any Slaves whoshall have

runaway Slave shall have been in the custody of the provost marshal OF twelve months.une
the keeper of the workhouse or gaol, and shall have been duly advertised as ‘ltimed, bow dealt
aforesaid for the space of twelve calendar months, ifno person shall claim“
such Slave and pay the fees and other monies hereinbefore directed, it shall
and may be lawful for the provost marshal, or the keeper of such gaol or
workhouse *, fo sell every such Slave at public auction to the highest bidder, *Suspended by the
and that the monies arising from such sale shall be applied in the first 51fectionofamend-
lace, towards payment of the expense of taking up, keeping and advertis-‘Actof 7thGeo, Iv.

ing such Slave, together with all fees and charges hereinbefore mentioned;
and the overplus (if any) shall be paid into the public treasury to be
applied towards the contingent expenscs of this government: Provided
always, that every such sale be at the usual place of public auction in the
town of Nassau, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock in the fore-
noon; that thirty days notice thereof be given in the Royal Gazette or
other public newspaper; and that previous to every such sale every such
Slave be carried before a magistrate, who is hereby required to examine
whether such Slave has been duly advertised, and whether his or her
marks and description agree with the advertisement, and to certify the
same if found. accurate or sufficient.
40,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no gaoler staves in the eustody

or workhouse keeper shall on any. pretence whatever employ any Slavepfthe gaclernotto be
sent to his custody on any plantation-belonging to him or in his possession; v
nor hire nor lend any such Slave to work for any person or persons, under
the penalty of fifty pounds for every offence.
41.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Punishmenton Slaves

Negro or other Slave who shall be confined in any workhouse or other ¢aping from con-
place of confinement, and shall escape therefrom before trial or the expira- Moment Defore tei
tion of his or her sentence, upon being retaken, and proof being made of
his or her identity before any two justices of the peace, shall be adjudged
to be sent back to confinement, and shall receive punishment by whipping
not exceeding fifty lashes. °
42,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if thePenaltyongaoler suf-

provost marshal, or any of his deputies, or any constable, gaoler, or work- fering, Slaves mbis
ouse keeper, shall willingly or negligently suffer any Slave to escape, so from punisument. ~

that such Slave shall not be retaken, such marshal, constable, gaoler, or
workhouse keeper, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty pounds, with-
out prejudice to the owner’s action of damages.
, 43.—And be it further enacted, that if any Negro or other Slave at any Staves killed in the
time of invasion, or appearance of any enemy, shall be killed in service of Public service to be
the country, the owner shall be paid out of the public treasury the full”
value of such Slave, to be ascertained by any two justices of the peace.
44.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Penalty on persons

master, owner, guardian, or attorney of any plantation or settlement shall having charge of any
suffer any strange Slaves, excecding twelve in number, to assemble together, fing more thantwelve
and beat their drums, or blow their horns or shells, in any place under his, se Staves there
her, or their care and management, or shall not endeavour to disperse or —_—
prevent such meeting by giving notice thereof to the next magistrate or
commissioned officer that a proper force may be sent for the purpose, every
such master, owner,. guardian, or attorney, shall forfeit for every such
offence the sum offiftypounds ; provided information of such offence be
given uponoath. within five days after the commission of such offence.
45.—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all anosicersanthorized
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to disperse unlawful officers, civil and military, shall be and they are hereby empowered ang
assemblies. required to enter into any place whatever, in order to disperse any un.

lawful assembly of Slaves, and to suppress and prevent all riotous unlawful
drumming or other noise, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary not.
withstanding.

Penalty on Slaves 46.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any
fa ekfre-arms, $¢ Slave who shall hereafter be found to have concealed in his or her house,

‘ or otherwise in his or her possession, any fire-arms, gunpowder, slugs, or
balls, shall, on conviction before any two justices, suffer such punishment
as the said justices shall think proper to inflict by whipping.

PunishmentofSlaves 4'7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that an
whiteSeton’* Slave who shall offer violence (by striking ‘or otherwise) to any white

person, shall be punished with such punishment, not extending to life or
limb, as the court shall think proper to inflict: Provided such conflict or
striking be not by command of the owner of such Slave, or his or her
attorney, overseer, or other person having authority over such Slave, or in
the lawful defence of his owner's person or property.

Punishment of Slaves 48.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
ons giving Negro or other Slave shall mix or prepare with intent to give any poison

‘ or poisonous ‘drug, or shall actually give, or cause to be given any such
poison or poisonous drug, although death may not ensue from the taking
thereof, such Slave, together with all and every accessary and accessaries,
as well before as after the fact, (being Slaves,) being thereof duly con-
victed, shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such other punishment
as the court shall think proper.

Ponishmentof Slaves 49.—And whereas, horned cattle, sheep, horses, mares, and asses, are
foundwith the flesh of frequently stolen and killed by Negro and other Slaves in so secret and

ef, mutton, Yc., in . : oye . .
their possession. private a manner, as to render conviction very difficult, for prevention

thereof, Be it further enacted, that if any Negro, or Slave or Slaves shall
fraudulently have inhis, her, or their possession, any fresh beef, mutton, or
veal, or the flesh of any horse, mare, mule, or ass, in any quantity exceed.
ing five pounds, and not exceeding twenty-eight pounds, every such
Negro or other Slave shall, upon conviction before any two justices of the
peace, be whipped in such manner as such justices shall direct, not ex-
ceeding thirty-nine lashes; and if there shall be found. fraudulently‘as
aforesaid in his, her, or their custody or possession, a larger quantity than
twenty-eight pounds’ weight of such beef or other flesh, that then every
such Negro or other Slave shall suffer such punishment as the justices
shall think proper to direct, not extending to life or limb. .

Punishment of Slaves 50.—And-be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
stealing cattle, Negro or other Slave shall feloniously steal any horned cattle, sheep,

horse, mare, gelding, mule, or ass, or shall kill any such horned cattle,
‘sheep, horse, mare, gelding, mule, or ass, with intent to steal the same, or
any part of the flesh thercof, such Negro or other Slave shall suffer death,
or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to inflict.
51.—And whereas several Slaves have lately found means to depart

from these islands to the great damage of their owners, and to the evil
example of other Slaves, who may thereby be induced to attempt to
conspire to do the same: And whereas there is reason to suspect that
Slaves have been aided and assisted in their departure by other persons,
and no adequate punishments are provided by law for such offences, for

PanishmentofSlaves remedy thereof: Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
iningway “any Negro or other Slave shall run away from his or her owner or owners,

employer or employers, and go off, or conspire or attempt to go off, these
islands in any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatsoever, or be
aiding, abetting, or-assisting, to any other Slave or Slaves in deserting and
going off, or conspiting and attempting to go off, or aiding, assisting, oF
abetting in such going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer transpor-
tation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to inilict,
not extending to life or limb. .

Of free persons of - 52.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
coloursuspendedby free Negro, Indian, or Mulatto shall be aiding, assisting, and abetting any
ed consolidated Act, Slaye or Slaves in deserting and going off these islands, and shall be
passed 7th Geo. IV, .
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thereof convicted, he, she, or they shall be subject to be transported from
these islands by the provost marshal or his deputy; and any such person
so convicted, sentenced, and transported, who shall afterwards be found at
large within these islands, shall suffer death without benefit of clergy.
53,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that anyof white persons.

white person who shall knowingly be aiding, assisting, or abetting any
Slave in deserting and going off these islands, shall forfeit the sum of one
hundred pounds; and shall also suffer imprisonment for any space of time
not exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize; and such pu-
nishment is declared to be without prejudice to any suit or action which
may be brought or had by the party injured for recovery of damages, for
and on account of the same.
54.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall persons aiding Slaves

and may be lawful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding, as- Beane Sho enccedeat
sisting, and abetting such Slave or Slaves in going offthese islands, whether azamst whether the
the principal or principals be convicted or not ; anything in this or any other Principalbe convict-
act, or any law, usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

55.—And be it further enacted, that no Negro or other Slave, shall on Slaves not to carry
any pretence, barter or carry about for sale or barter, any dry goods of any ja) Me" eiinct a
kind whatever, unless by a ticket, or consent in writing, of his or her owner ticket from their owu-
or owners to that effect, specifying the articles they may have for sale, and “™
in default of such ticket or consent, it shall and may be lawful for any
white person to take and seize all such goods, and to deliver them to the
provost marshal or his deputy, who shall forthwith sell the same at public
auction, and pay the nett proceeds thereof into the public treasury,
56.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no NegroSivesnot to vend

or other Slave shall vend or retail any spiritous liquors whatever; and if” _—
any Slave without the knowledge of his or her owner or employer, shall sell
or vend any spiritous liquors whatsoever, such Slave for every such offence,
shall be publicly whipped by order of any two justices of the peace;
but if it shall appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or
her owner or employer, then, and in that case, such owner or employer
shall forfeit the sum of forty pounds, to be recovered in manner herein-
after directed.
57.—And be it hereby enacted, that every Slave who shall play at dice Punishment of Slaves

or cards, or be guilty of any other kind of gaming, shall be publicly whip- © s™s-
ped by order of any two justices of the peace; and any keeper of a tavern
or punch-house, who shall suffer any Slave or Slaves to game, get drunk, or
tipplein or about his or her house, shop or premises, or to remain in or
about the same, after the hour of eight o’clock at night; or shall at any
othertime sell rum, or any other spiritous liquors to any Slave to whom
he orshe shall have been forbidden by the owner or employer of such Slave
to sell liquor, shall suffer any such Slave after having been so forbidden, to
loiter or remain in or about his or her house, shop or premises, shall forfeit
the sum of twenty pounds.
58,—And whereas it is deemed expedient and proper, that the trial of The samepractice to

Slaves charged with treason, murder, or other felonious offence, not having teadersinee chureed
the benefit of clergy, should hereafter be had and proceeded on in thewithcapital offences,
General Court of these islands, according to the form and practice of the3,00{hetrial,of
said court, used and followed therein on the trial of white persons, OF persons of colour
free personsof colour charged with the like offences: Be it therefore en- ‘hareed with the like
acted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this Act,
when any Slave or Slaves shall be charged with treason, murder, burglary,
robbery, burning. of houses, or other felony, or offence whatsoever, from
which the benefit of clergy is taken away by any statute.or act of parlia-
ment of Great Britain now or hereafter to be in force within the Bahama
Islands, or by this or any other Act of the General Assembly of the same
islands, the trial of such Slave or Slaves (a bill or bills of indictment being
first found by the grand inquest for the body of the said Bahama Islands,
and which bill or bills of indictment, the Attorney-General of these islands,
or other officer prosecuting in the name of his Majesty, shall and lawfully
may prefer) shall be had and proceeded upon in the General Court of said.
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Bahama Islands, by and before the chief justice and assistant justices of
the said court, or some or one of them, in the same manner and form, and
according to the same course, usage, and practice established, observed
and followed thercin, for and upon the trial of any white person, or free
person of colour, charged with the like crimes and offences, save and cx.
cept only, that the evidence of Slave against Slave shall in all cases be
received.

Sentence of deathto —59.-—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when
Be re vdses of the any Slave or Slaves shall be convicted.in the said court of any treason,
General Court, on murder, or other felony or offence, from which the benefit of clergy is takenany Slave convicted oye . «ope .
ofany capital offeace away as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for the chief justice and as.
not cleigyable. sistantjustices of the said General Court, or some one of them, to pronounce

sentence of death upon such Slave or Slaves, so convicted as aforesaid;
and the provost marshal of the said islands, or his lawful deputy, is hereb
authorized and required to cause such sentence to be carried into execu-
tion at such time and place as such chicf justice and assistant justices, or
some or one of them, shall think proper to direct and appoint.

Parts of Acts relative 60,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ‘so much

aling en the ria and such part and parts of any Act or Acts of the General Assemblyofthe
of Slaves suspended: said Bahama Islands as prescribe or regulate any mode of proceeding on

the trial of Slaves accused of crimes punishable with death, differcnt from
that hereinbefore established and appointed, shall be, and the samc is, and
are hereby suspended from and after the passing of this Act, for and during
the continuance of this Act and no longer.

Mode of proceeding 61.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon
on the trial of Slaves complaint being made to any justice of the peace of any clergyable felony
ferany clergyable of OF other offence committed by any Slave or Slaves, and which ig hereby

declared to be punishable with transportation, such justice shall issue his
warrant for apprehending such offender or offenders, and for all persons
that can give evidence to be brought before him or anyother justice ofthe
peace, and evidence of Slave against Slave shall in all cases be received;
and if upon examination the charge shall appear to be well founded, the
justice before whom such examination shall be had and taken, shall commit
the accused to prison, and bind over the witness to appear ata certain day
and place, not less than ten, or more than thirty days from the day on which
the complaint shall have been made; and shall certify to any other justice
of the peace the cause of such commitment, and require him to associate
himself with him, which the said justice is hereby required to do under the
penalty of forty pounds; and the said justices so associated shall issue
their warrant to summon seven persons, such as are liable to serve on ordi-
nary juries (the master, owner, or proprietor of the Slave or Slaves so com-
plained of, or the attorney, guardian, overseer or manager of such owner of
proprietor, or the person prosecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, over-
seer or manager always excepted) personally to be and appear before the
said justices, at the day and place appointcd for the trial, between the hours
of eight and twelve of the clock in the forenoon, when and where the said
justices shall cause the accused to be brought before them; and thereupon
five of the persons so summoned shail (the charge of accusation being first
reduced to writing and read) be sworn to try the matter before them, and
give a true verdict according to evidence, which charge or accusation shall
not be questioned for any want of form, but shall be deemed validifsuf-
ficient in substance; and if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence,
unanimously find the said Slave or Slaves guilty of the offence of which he,
she, or they shall stand charged, the said justices shall forthwith pass sen-
tence upon such offender or offenders according to the nature of the offence,
and shall cause such sentence to be carried into execution, atsuch time and
place as they shall think proper: Provided always, nevertheless, that the
justices of the peace, or any two or more of them, resident upon any of the
islands within this government, shall and may hereafter hold Slave courts
upon the first Tuesday in January, April, July, and October in every year,
to continue and be holden five days successively (if necessary) and not
longer; and shall have full power and authority to inquire into, hear and
determine, all and all mauner of clergyable offences, or other offences com
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mitted by anySlave or Slaves, and which is hereby declared punishable

with transportation or other punishment, not extending to life or limb : and

shall open the said court by proclamation, declaring thesame to be.a Slave
court for such purpose; and that any two of the said Justices shall there-
upon proceed to try and deliver the workhouse or gaol within the islands
or parish, of all Slaves who shall be in custody of the gaoleror workhouse
keeper, charged with any such last-mentioned felony or offence, and shall
cause a jury to be called, and taken froin the panel returned to the said
court, forthwith to be sworn, as they shall appear, to try all and every such
Slave and Slaves as shall be brought before them charged with any of the
offences last aforesaid, and to give a true verdict according to evidence, as
in other cases. . .
62,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that not lessWhoshallconstitute

than two justices and five jurors shall constitute any such Slave court; and °
that upon any such trial no peremptory challenge of any juror, or any
exception to the form of the indictment, shall be allowed.
63.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave ine heenae

wilfully giving falsc evidence on any trial to be had before any Slave
court under this Act, shall suffer the same punishment as the person or
ersons on whose trial such fals¢ evidence was given, would, if convicted,

fave been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as the justices shall
award, not extending to life or limb.
64.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any Ga!fees dne for

Slave or Slaves shall be discharged by proclamation, or shall dic in custody, todytobe paid by
the marshal, gaoler, or workhouse keeper shall be entitled to receive out of the Public.
the public treasury all such fecs as shall be due for such Slave or Slaves
at the time of such discharge or death.
65.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the Sonstableste attend

constables of the respective islands and districts shall be obliged to
attend every such trial or court under the penalty of twenty pounds for
such neglect; and the constable executing any sentence shall be entitled
to receive out of the public treasury the sum of twenty shillings upon pro-
ducing the certificate of the justices aforesaid.
66.—And be it further enacted, that any person who shall be drawn and Penalty on persons. : . ° 7 : - neglecting to attendduly summoned to serve as a juror in any trial to be had by virtue of this

Act, and who shall neglect to attend, or after appearance shall depart
without leave, shall forfcit the sum of six pounds. ; ;
67.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no such sorce ol

trial of any Slave shall be had until after reasonable and sufficient notice the owner.
of such trial shall have been given to the owner or proprietor of such
Slave, or to his, her, or their attorney or attornies, or other representative
or representatives, where any such can conveniently be found within the
colony ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. Valuation of St
68.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all valnation be trans.

cases where any Slave shall receive sentence of death or transportation, ported to bemade by
the jury shall appraise and value such Slave, and the justices shall °!"”
certify such valuation: Provided always, that such valuation shall not in
any case exceed sixty pounds for any one Slave: And provided also, if it
shall appear that the owner or possessor of such Slave ‘had treated him or
her with inhumanity, and that necessity or hard usage might have driven
such Slave to the commission of the offence of which he or she shall have
been convicted, that then, and in such case, no valuation shall be made
nor Certificate granted, and the owner shall not be entitled to receive any
allowance whatever for such Slave from the public. A ‘ation of
69.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in allmies arising from thecases where any Slave valued as aforesaid, shall be executed or transportedeile of transported

by virtue of this Act, such Slave shall be paid for at the public expense, .
and the nett money arising from the sale of any Slave sold for transpor-
tation shall he accounted for on oath by the provost marshal or his deputy,
and paid over to the receiver general for the use of the public.
70.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Beye rgmsPorted: . . and returning shallNegro or other Slave who shall be transported from these islands by virtue suffer death,
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of this Act, and shall wilfully return from transportation, shall, Upon Con.|
viction, suffer death, without benctit of clergy.

Penalty on persons 7]And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whenconcealing Slaves ; . Pye, . ye :
against whom war- any warrant shall be granted by any one or more of his Majesty’s Justices
rantsshall begranted. of the peace against any Slave who cannot be taken, the owner, attorne .

possessor, guardian or overscer, of every such Slave, shall be served with a
copy of the said warrant, and if he, she, or they do not send or produce
such Slave to the justice or justices to be dealt with according to law, and
it shall afterwards be proved that such owner, attorney, guardian, possessor
or overseer, wilfully detained or concealed such Slave, he, she, or they,
shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds.

Manumitted Negroes 72.—And be it further enacted, thatall such Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees,
to be wiedasSlives. and Indians, as have been Slaves, and have been or shall be made free,

shall, for all misdemeanours and offences under the degree of felony, be
tried and adjudged in manner and form hereinbefore directed for the trial
of Slaves, and the evidence of a Slave or Slaves shall be admitted on such
trials; any law, usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

Summary mode of |¢3.—And whereas misdemeanours and offences of inferior degree are
punishment for in- frequently committed by Slaves, which ought to bepunished in a summary
serous manner: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shail

and may be lawful for any two justices of the peace, in a summary manner,
to hear and determine all crimes and misdemeanours below felony, or other
offences whatsoever, committed by every Slave or Slaves, and to which
the punishment of transportation hath not been annexed by this Act,
committed by any Slave or Slaves, giving sufficient notice to the owner or
owners of such Slave or Slaves, or his, her, or their attorney or attornies,
or to the person having the care of such Slave or Slaves of the time or
place of trial; and to order and direct such punishment to be inflicted on
any such Slave, as the justices in their discretion shall think fit, not
exceeding fifty lashes. And the constable attending such trial, and
executing any such sentence, shall be entitled to have and receive ten
shillings, to be paid by the master, owner, or possessor of such Slave or
Slaves, on non-payment whereof, it shall and may be lawful for the
justices to issue their warrant for levying the same, together with costs
and charges.

Runaway Shaves to 74,--And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no run-
oe orentwereieae away Slave shall, on any account, be committed to gaol by any magistratey, when there 1s bo . ‘

workhousetoreceive Of a parish where there shall be a workhouse established, but to such
them. workhouse only.
Powers vested in ves- 75,~And be it further enacted, that in all cases in which by this presenttri d justices to .

1beexecutedby jus- Act, or by any other Act of the General Assembly, any power or authority
fiesor vesttigswhere is vested in the justices and vestcies, such power and authority shall be

. executed by the justices, or any two of them, in islands where there are no
vestries, or by the vestrymen, or any six of them in islands where there
are no justices.

Penalties how re- 76.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all forfei-
puaed, “"’ *?P'* tures and penalties given by this Act, of which the recovery and applica-

tions have not been. otherwise directed, shall, if not exceeding twenty
pounds, be recovered in a summary manner before any two of hisMajesty’s
justices of the peace, and shall be levied, together with costs, by distress
and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels; and if exceeding twenty
pounds, shall be recovered with costs in the General Court of these islands,
by action ofdebt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no essoign, protec-
tion, wager of law, or non vult ulterius prosequi shall be allowed or entered;
one moiety of which penalties shall be to the use of the parish where the
offence shall have been committed, and the other moiety to the informer,
or to him, her, or them, who shall sue for the same.

Duration of this Act, 7’7.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that this Act,
and every clause, matter, and thing therein contained, shall continue and
be in force for and during the term of five years from the passing thereof,
and from thence to the end of the then next session of the GeneralAssembly
and no longer.
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* An Act for the more effectual Punishment of those Persons
who shall attempt to commit the Crime of Arson.

January 23th, 1824,

WHEREAS attempts have lately been made, by evil disposed person or Preamble.
persons, to set fire to different houses in the town of Nassau, (in. which
town the houses are generally built of wood) and whereas it is necessary
for the safety of the lives and property of the inhabitants of these islands, .
that so unlawful and atrocious an attempt should be made a capital offence :pasatlewred by bis
May it please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it therefore?”
enacted by his Excellency Lewis Grant, Esquire, Major-general of your
Majesty’s forces, Captain-general and Governor in chief, the Council and
Assembly of the Bahama Islands, that from and after the passing of this The attempt to com-
Act, if any person or persons shall wilfully and maliciously attempt to set m* weeicredfelony,
fire to, with intent to burn and destroy any house, store, shop, kitchen,withoutelergy.
warehouse, or other out-building, being in the possession of any other per.
son or persons, although no part of such house, store, shop, kitchen, ware-
house or other out-building shall take fire, or be actually burnt, every per-
son so offending shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of felony without
the benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accordingly.

 

No. 7%.

New Providence, Bahamas, 6th Februar, » 1827,
My Lorp,

REFERRING to my despatch to your Lordship dated 8th January
last, I have now the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information, a
copy of the Report made to me by the Attorney General and Solicitor
General on the eight several Bills for the melioration of the condition
of Slaves, brought before the House of Assembly of these Islands in
last Session,

And I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) W. VESEY MUNNINGS.

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G.,
&e. &ca &e.

 

Sir, Nassau, 19th January, 1827.
WE have had the honour to receive a lettcr addressed to us by your

Honour on the 23rd of August last, accompanied by a copy of Earl
Bathurst's despatch (and its enclosures) of the 2Ist May, 1826, and in
obedience to his Lordship’s commands having prepared and submitted to
your Honour, for your Honour's consideration, the drafts of as many Bills as
appeared to us best adapted for giving full and complete effect to the
wishes of his Majesty’s government, as explained in the drafts so trans-
mitted to us, we have only now to add, that, with the exception of those
enactments in the Slave Melioration Act of 1824 which relate to the
marriages of Slaves and the separation of families, we have deemed it
advisable not to attempt at present a consolidation of any other of the
existing laws of the colony, or any part or parts of them, with the projected
Bills, and that a suspending clause was added by us to cach of them, in order
that their several and respective enactments might come into immediate
and simultaneous operation, so soon as his Majesty should have been
pleased to appoint a protector and guardian of Slaves for the colony, an
officer to whom they all have reference.

- We have, &c.,
(Signed) WILLIAM MARTIN.

J. B. WYLLY.
His Honour the President,

&. & &e,
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No. 1.

(No. 25.)

Sir, Downing Street 19th March 1826.

WHEN I had the honour of communicating to Lieutenant General Sir
Henry Warde the resolutions of the House of Commons in 1823, he was
instructed to bring under the consideration of the Council and Legislative

Assembly of Barbadoes, some of the measures which His Majesty’s govern-

ment recommended for improving the condition of the Slave population.
In 1824, I had the honour of communicating to him a copy of the Trini-

dad order in Council, containing with the others the further measures which
His Majesty’s government considered it to be their duty to propose, for
carrying into effect in His Majesty’s Colonies, the Resolutions of the House
of Commons. The measures recommended in these communications pro-
vided, first, for the improvement of the condition of the Slave population;
secondly, for the manumission of Slaves, on such principles as would give to
ihe Slaves on the one hand a means of acquiring their freedom, or that of
their families, and on the other secure to the planter, by an equitable
appraisement, a full indemnification for the loss which he might experience
by their manumission. ; . .

In directing him to lay this order before the Council and Legislative
Assembly, I thought it desirable in the first instance that it should be left
for them to proceed in such manner, as might appear to them advisable
for taking all these several measures into their consideration.

Discussions for two years together, have since taken place in the Legis-
lature, and they have ended in an Act, in which I regret to say, I find
none of the recommended reforms, and which, however beneficial in several
of its provisions, contains some which obliged me to direct your submitting
it to the Legislature for revision.
You will, in again addressing yourself to the Assembly, have to commu-

nicate to them the unanimous concurrence of the House of Lords, with the
resolutions of the House of Commons. In order to enable you to bring the
whole subject under. the consideration of the Assembly in a more distinct
shape, I shall take an early opportunity of sending out to you all the
measures contained in the Trinidad Order of Council, classed under sepa-
rate heads, and accompanied with such explanations as may be necessary
with a view of placing in a clearer light the effect of some of those provi-
sions which I have reason to believe have been misunderstood.
On the receipt of this communication, you will take the proper steps for

having Bills drawn up for carrying these measures severally into effect, in
such manner as may be most conformable to the existing laws of Barbadoes.
When these Bills shall have been duly prepared, you will cause them to

be brought under the consideration of the Assembly, so that the Assembly
may have them separately before them, and either pass them in the shape
in which they will be introduced, or make such amendments or modifica-
tions of their provisions as the Assembly may deem expedient, unless (what
I anxiously deprecate) they should come to the decision of rejecting them.
The Assembly will thus be placed in full possession of all which His

Majesty’s government contemplate, for carrying into effect the resolutions
of the two Houses of Parliament, and the result of their deliberations will
enable His Majesty’s government to judge whether it will be necessary to
take any other course for the attainment of that object.

If you should have it in your power to announce to me that the Council
and Assembly have agreed to Bills substantially carrying into effect all the
several measures which have thus been brought under their consideration,
it will only remain for me, in communicating to you His Majesty’s allowance
of those Bills, to congratulate you and the Legislature of Barbadoes on the
establishment of a system, both for the improvement of the condition of the
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Slave population, and for providing for the manumission of Slaves, or of
their families, on a principle of equitable appraisement, which system will
have fully carried into effect the resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament,

Nothing will then remain but to provide for the improvement of the
judicial system, and for its accommodation to the present state of thewhole
community, including the Slave population. The means of accomplishin
this object would be facilitated by the report of the commissioners of legal
inquiry, who, as you are aware, have been employed for that purpose in the
examination of the constitution and practice of all the courts of justice ig
the island. I have, &e.

(Signed) BATHURST,
The Officer Administering the Government of Barbadoes.

 

No. 2.
(No. 380.)

Sir, Downing Street, 21st May 1826,
IN my despatch to you, dated the 19th of March last, I had the honour

to announce to you, that I should take an early opportunity of sending out
to you all the measures contained in the Trinidad Order in Council classed
under separate heads,

Vide Bahamas In the enclosed papers will be found all the provisions of the Order in
Council of the 10th March, 1824, for improving the condition of Slaves in
the Island of Trinidad, with all such modifications of that order as have
been introduced by any subsequent enactments.
These enclosures relate to the eigit following subjecis:—First,—The

office of. Protector and Guardian of Slaves. Secondly,—The admission of
the evidence of Slaves in civil and criminal cases. Thirdly,—The manu.
mission of Slaves. Fourthly,—-The intermarriage of Siaves. Fifthly,—-
The observance of Sunday, and the abolition of public markets on that
day, Sixthly,—The acquisition of property by Slaves, and the establish-
ment of Savings Banks for the better protection of it, Seventhly,—The
separation of families under judicial process. And Eighthly,—The punish-
ment of Slaves, with the record to be kept of such punishments when in-
flicted by the authority of the owner.
To each of these enclosures I have subjoined notes explanatory of the

deviations which may be found in them irom the rules originally promul-
gated in the Order in Council of the 10th of March 1824.

Printed for Paria I have also the honour to enclose copies of my official correspondence
ment. Sessions 1826. on this subject with the Governor of Trinidad, and the Lieutenant.Gover-

nor of Demerara, From the perusal of that correspondence you will leara
the views which have been taken by His Majesty’s government of the
various objcctions which have been successively urged against the different
provisions of the Order in Council, and you will perceive what parts of the
law are regarded as of primary and essential importance.

, Fam perfectly aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of framing in
this country. and without more local knowledge than is attainable here,
enactments upon a subject so comprehensive and important, which are to
have their operation in Barbadoes. I am aware also that, upon some
of the topics comprised in these papers, the wishes of His Majesty's
government have already, to a certain extent, been anticipated by the
existing laws of the island; and that, without a very intimate and practical
acquaintance with those laws, it may perhaps not be possible safely to
frame new legislative provisions on the same, or similar subjects.

In transmitting to you the enclosed papers, I do not therefore propose
them as drafts which could be passed without a careful revision, norpro-
bably without some material alterations. My object in this communication
has rather been to explain anew and in the fullest manner the measures
which His Majesty's government desire to introduce; and i have for this
purpose adopted the form and language of legislative Acts, because in no
other way could those views be explained with equal accuracy and preci-
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sion. His Majesty will however, be ready to confirm
the Legislature of Barbadoes may effectually imbody tl
give effect to those intentions, however much such laws may depart from
the enclosed drafts, in arrangement, language, or minor details.
You will, therefore, immediately on receiving this despatch, make a con-

fidential communication on the subject to the law officers of the crown
within your government, transmitting to them a copy of this despatch and
its enclosures, and requiring them to prepare for your consideration the
drafts of as many distinct bills as they may think best adapted for giving
full and complcte effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s government, agexplained in the enclosed drafts. In performing ‘this duty they will of
course have regard not only to such local circumstances as may necessarily
affect the form and language of those enactments, but also to any of the
existing laws of the colony, in which the same or similar provisions may befound. They will also consider how fara consolidation of such former
Acts with the projected bills may be practicable or convenient, and they
will report to you in writing every material observation which they may
have to offer upon the form and structure of the proposed laws.
As soon as you shall have finally adjusted the shape in which thesemeasures can be most properly brought forward, you will take the most

convenient method in your power for introducing them to the consideration
of the Legislative Council and Assembly. It is almost superfluous to
remind you of the necessity of proceeding on this occasion, with such dis-cretion and with such a regard to the constitutional privileges of the
Council and Assembly as to afford no reasonable cause for any jealousy or
complaint on the part of those bodies. Upon this subject you will exercise
your own judgment, with all the advantage to be derived from your
acquaintance with the established usages of the colonial legislature.
At the conclusion of the session you will transmit to me, with the least

possible delay, a report of the progress which may have been made in carry-ing these intentions of His Majesty's government into effect, and in casethat this object shall not have been effectually accomplished, you willaccompany that report by a distinct reference to cach clause of each of thedrafts enclosed, stating in detail the reasons which may have prevented theadoption of any ef those clauses, and distinguishing with precision whatparts of the clauses recommended have been enacted, and what parts havebeen rejected by the Legislature. In those cases where the existence ofpre-vious enactments may have been thought to render any further legislationunnecessary, you will at the same time call my attention to such previousenactments, of which you will transmitcopies.
Ihave thus once more directed your attention to this most importantsubject, and I cannot close the present despatch, without again remindingyou, that His Majesty’s government will feel the most lively interest in theresult of the deliberations of the Legislative Council and Assembly. I amnot disposed to anticipate the continued rejection of the enactments soearnestly and anxiously looked for by both Houses of Parliament, and byevery Class of society in this kingdom; on the contrary, I must still hopethat it will shortly be in my power to lay before His Majesty, Acts of theAssembly of Barbadoes, fully carrying into effect the spirit of the variousProvisions which by His commands I have now the honour to transmit toyou. I have, &c.

(Signed) BATHURST.The Officer Administering the Government of Barbadoes.

any laws in which
lese principles, and
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No. 3.

Extractfroma Despatchfrom Lieutenant-general Sir Henry Warde, K. C. B., to
Earl Bathurst, dated 5th September 1826. No. 2.

‘*] HAVE the honour herewith to transmit copies of the addresses
which I propose to deliver to both branches of the Legislature this day,”
 

Extractfrom the Address of Licutenant-general Sir Henry Warde, K. C. B., to
the Legislature of Barbadoes.

“‘ THE composition ofyour present honourable House, being so nearly the
same as the one which existed when I quitted the colony, I mayventureto
anticipate that such instructions which I may have from time to time to
communicate to you, will meet with all due attention and consideration, and
with a cool and dispassionate discussion ; and I may further express a strong
and anxious hope; that such measures as may have been recommended to
you, for legal enactment by the British Legislature, and by the instructions
of His Majesty’s Secretary of State, will be, as far as possible, carried into
effect, as the best mode,in my poor judgment, (under all the circumstances)
of restoring the tranquillity and promoting the welfare of the Colony.”

 

No. 4.

(No. 8.)
My Lorn, Government House, Barbadoes, October 4th, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to state, for your Lordship’s information, that imme.
diately after having perused your Lordship’s letter, No. 30, of May the
21st, 1826, addressed to the officer administering the government of Barba-
does, received by him on the 24th June, I made application to the Solicitor
General, to whom copies of your Lordship’s letter and its accompanying
documents had been referred, for the purpose of the eight drafts of the
proposed Acts being rendered into proper form and language, to be sub-
mitted to both branches of the Legislature for legal enactment, requesting
that he would inform me when he could have it in his power to return them
to me for inspection, and I herewith transmit copics of my correspondence
with him on the subject; and not having to this moment received any thing
further from this officer, your Lordship will perceive that these drafts can-
not now be prepared in time for their being properly taken into considera-
tion during the present session, which expires on the 24th instant.
The House of Assembly are this day sitting, when I have been given to

understand, that it is expected a new Slave Amelioration Act will pass that
House, and from what I have heard relative to the wishes of his Majesty’s
government being carried into effect on the important points required, I
am led to hope, that the Bill now in progress, will treat on the points men-
tioned in your Lordship’s letter, No. 80, of the 21st of May, and that it is
expected many will be carried into effect; from these circumstances, and
from the wording of your Lordship’s letter, cautioning me to use discretion
in submitting your Lordship’s instructions to the Colonial Legislature, so
as not to afford them any reasonable cause for any jealousy or complaint,
I conclude, that I shall be justified in affixing my signature to the Bill now
in progress, should it embrace many of the points required in your Lord-
ship's despatch of the 2lst May, 1826, and have a suspending clause
attached to it on the principle of doing justice to the Colonial Legislature,
byshewing what have been their wishes to meet the views of his Majesty’s
government, without having received your Lordship’s last instructions on
the subject; as I apprehend, that should any additions or improvements in
the Act be required, or indeed, should the Act itself not be approved, very
little delay will occur in my submitting the eight drafts of the enactments in
your Lordship’s last instructions before the Colonial Legislature, after the
re-assembling of the new House of Assembly, provided I may be honoured
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by your Lordship’s instructions at an early period after the Act now pend-
ing may have been reccived in England. | ;
{ herewith transmit copies of the replies of the Council and House of

Assembly, to my address of the 5th ultimo, as the latter alludes to the Slave

Amelioration Act, referred to in this correspondence.
ave, &c.
(Signed) HENRY WARDE.

ne Earl Bathurst, K. G.

Te &e. &e. &e.

 

Sr, Government House, Barbadoes, 6th Sept. 1826.

Referring to Earl Bathurst’s despatch, No. 30, of the 2lst May 1826,
which transmitted various enclosures relative to Slave amelioration, copies
of which were forwarded to you on the 3rd July last, by his Honour the
President, to enable you to form from those documents drafts of Acts to be
laid before the Legislature of this Colony, I am directed by his Excellency
the Governor, to request you will be pleased to state for his information, in
what state of forwardness the said drafts now are, and the probable period
when they may be in readiness to be submitted to the Legislature.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. A. DELHOSTE, Private Secretary.

The Honourable the Solicitor General,
&. &e &e.

(Reply)
Sir, Bridgetown, 7th Sept. 1826.

In reply to your letter of the 6th instant, referringto Earl Bathurst’s
despatch No, 30, of the 21st May, 1826, which transmitted various
enclosures relative to Slave amelioration, copies of which were forwarded
to me on the 3rd July last, by his Honour the President, to enable me to
form from those documents drafts of Acts to be laid before the Legislature
of this Colony, I beg leave to acquaint you for the information of his
Excellency the Governor, that I have nearly prepared drafts of the Acts
above mentioned, and that I will use my utmost endeavours to engross
each of them so as that they may be presented to his Excellency the
Governor, within a few days previously to the time next appointed for a
meeting of the Legislature of this Island.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM GRIFFITH.

Captain Delhoste, Private Secretary,
&. &e. &e.

Sir, Government House, 22d Sept. 1826.
As a meeting of the Legislature is to take place on Tuesday next

the 26th instant, I am directed by the Governor to request that you
will be pleased to state for his information, whether the drafts of the Acts
relative to Slave amelioration, will be in readiness to be submitted to the
Legislature, as the drafts alluded to must of course, in concert with yourself,
be carefully examined and considered by his Excellency previous to their
being laid before it, a measure which will necessarily occupy some time.

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. A. DELHOSTE, Private Secretary.

The Honourable the Solicitor General,
&. &e. &e.
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(Reply) ,
Sie, Bridgetown, 23d Sept. 1826.

I have received your letter of the 23d instant, and I am sorr to
state that hitherto I have not been able to finish the drafts of the Acts
relative to Slave ainelioration. They now oceupy my undivided attention,
and I expect before long to have the honour of submitting them to the
consideration of his Excellency the Governor.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM GRIFFITH,
 

Barbadoes.—To His Excellency Srx Henry Warve, K.C.B. &e. &c. &e,

May it please your Excellency,

WE, the representatives of the people in general assembly, this day as.
sembled,beg to offer to your Excellency our sincere congratulations on
your safe arrival in this island, to fill, for the second time, the chair ef
its government.. We have much pleasure in tendering to your Excelleney
the thanks of this House, for the kind speechwhich you were so graciously
pleased to deliver at the last meeting, to the Council. and Assembly, ‘an
the occasion of their being called together after your Excellency's return
to the Island. The recollection of your Excellency’s former.administration
warrants: the confidence with which we look forward to the.future; and
from the happy experience we have already had, we anticipate a continu.
ance of the same enlightened and disinterested attentiontothe credit and
prosperity of the colony, which has hitherto markedyour Excellency’s con
duct. Itisat this ** critical juncture” that the eandour and integrity which so
conspicuously distinguishedyour Excellency's character, must prove of es-
sential benefit to the people over whom yeu preside. No suspicion on
the part of our enemies can attach to the motives of your Excellency’s
public conduct; and on that candour and integrity we also rely for the
justice of your representations, We gladly embrace the opportunity af-
forded us, to express our satisfaction at the zeal with whiely the reins of
government have becn held during your Excellency‘s absence, and to do
justice to the impartiality and propriety witli which his Honour, the Pre-
sident, has discharged the important duties of his situation. We sincerely
trust that the liberal, kind, and conciliating sentiments professed by your
Excellency, may mect with a correspondent feeling from every quarter;
and we beg to assure your Excellency, on our part, of ouranxiety to pre-
serve unimpaired the good understanding which ought always ‘to exist
between the different branches of administration. We thank your Excel-
lency for the attention you have paid to the wishes of the House, in fur-
thering their petition for the repeal of the Alien Act. Your Excellency
may rely that such instructions as you may, from time to time, communicate
to us, will, as hitherto, meet with all due attention and respectful consider-
ation, and shall undergo our cool and dispassionate discussion. A Slave
Consolidation Bill, embracing, as far as possible, the recommendations. of
His Majesty’s Secretary for the Colonies, hadalready passed our Hotise,
after a full and patient discussion ; but as some ‘few objections to tliat Bill
were entertained by the Honourable Board of Council, a new Act of the
same import has been introduced and considered, which; in .a very short
time, we hope to send forward for your Excellency’s approval.- In noticing
your Excellency’s especial recommendation for the passing of billa:to im-
prove the gaol, and to establish a proper and well-regulated police in
Bridgetown, ‘we assure your Excellency that both these subjects shall
again have our earliest attention. Much time was spent by the House in
preparing and passingabill, during the late administrationofMr, President
Skeete, for the better regulation of the gaol; but-as it hadnot received the
concurrence of the Honourable Board of Council, priorto yout Rxcel-
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lency’s return to your government, it must of necessity be introduced de
novo in the House. .
We take occasion again to assure your Excellency of our readiness

to co-operate in passing any bills that may tend to the good of His
Majesty's service, and to thewelfare and advantage of our constituents, the

faithful and attached inhabitants of this His most ancient and loyal colony.
By order of the House,

(Signed) ROBERT HAYNES, Speaker,
House of Assembly, 26th September 1826.

 

No. 5.
(Slavery, No. 9.) ;

My Lorp,. Government House, Barbadoes, 24th October 1826.

WITH reference to my letter No. 8, of the 4th instant, I have now the
honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a bill which has received
my assent, entitled, “* An Act to repeal several Acts and Clauses of Acts
respecting Slaves, and for consolidating and bringing into one Act the
several Laws relating thereto, and for the better Order and Government of
Slaves, and for giving them further Protection and Security; for altering
the mode of Trial of those charged with capital and othcg Offences, and
for other Purposes.”

After mature reflection, I have been induced to affix my signature to this
Bill, and at the same time to forward various documents with it, fully ex-
plaining the present state of opinions here on the subject of it, and the
reasons for their rejection of some of the clauses required, as far as I have
tle possible means of collecting them, together with my own, for my
decision on the occasion. First,—Your Lordship will perceive that the
eight heads of a Bill submitted to the Solicitor General by Mr. President
Skeete, to be considered and framed by him into proper form and lan-
guage, to be laid before the Colonial Legislature for enactment, were not
completed and returned to me, until late in the day of. the 20th instant;
which rendered it impossible for me to act upon them previous to the
opening of a new House of Assembly, had no Act of any. kind for the
amelioration and consolidation of the Slave laws passed during the present
session; but such a Bill having passed, embracing someof. .the heads
required to be enactedby your Lordship, and when I revert to.the tenor
and words of your Lordship’s letter, which accompanied these eight heads,
to be eventually submitted to the Colonial Legislature for enactment,
wherein I am directed to be cautious in presenting them, so as not. to
afford them any just cause of offence, I fear that the Legislature would
be offended should I do so previous to having first submitted their own Slave
Amelioration Act for His Majesty’s consideration and decision ; for although
the Members of Council, in their legislative capacity, have deemed this Bill
incomplete, they have yet passed it unanimously; and as it contains a sus-
pending clause, preventing it ever becoming a law, in case that His Majesty
should disapprove of it, my refusal to affix my signature to it might be consi-
dered unusual and arbitrary on any occasion, but more particularly so, when
the Bill in question is of such extreme importance in every point of view;
and further, should I refuse my signature, I must at once decide on a point
on which I fear I might possibly be exercising an authority beyond what I
ought properly to do, That with this view of the subject, and this Bill not
having been submitted to me until late in the day of the 20th instant, and
having been handed over on Saturday the 2lst instant to the Solicitor
General to report upon it, who stated that he could not possibly return it to
me, together with his report, until after this day, when the present House of
Assembly would cease to exist, and when my signature would no longer
be valid; and that under such circumstances it might be proper that this
Bill should be recommitted in the new House of Assembly, and again pre-

No. 3 Act.
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sented to me after a long lapse of time, when I should only arrive at the
very same point where I now stand, and as it is therefore impossible (even
if a proper measure for me to adopt) now to forma correct judgment of the
merits or demerits of this Bill, I feel it my duty under all the circumstances,
as it has a suspending clause, to sign it, and await your Lordship’s positive
instructions to guide my future steps in the business; and having nowin
the decision I have made, endeavoured, according to the sincere dictates of
my own conscience and poor judgment, to do what appears to me correct and
proper, I have only to express a strong hope that it may be honoured by
lis Majesty’s most gracious approbation.
I have affixed my signature to the Act (copy of which is enclosed)

entitled “ An Act for the Encouragement of Baptisms and Marriages
amongst Slaves, and for the due Observance of the Lord’s Day, commonly
called Sunday, Christmas day, and Good Friday,”—on the same principle
as I have signed the other Act: and for the best explanation of the general
opinion held here, that time will be voluntarily granted the Slaves by their
masters for a market, I annex the copy of a speech of Dr. Maycock, a
very sensible and well-informed man,delivered by him at a public meeting
assembled for the purpose of establishing a branch society on this island
for the conversion of the Negroes to christianity.

I may further add, that although nothing whatever on the subject of the
eight heads of a Bill for the amelioration of the Slaves required by your
Lordship’s despatch No. 30, has been officially submitted to either branch
of the Legislature, yet it is reasonable to believe that they are perfectly
acquainted with the subject, as accounts of how they have been received
and acted on in other colonies, have appearedin the daily journals of this
island, during the consideration and discussion of the Acts now passed.
I have also enclosed a copy of an Act entitled “ An Act to remove

pecuniary Impediments to the Manumission of Slaves, and to extend the
Benefit of Testimony to free Persons manumitted not according to the Laws
of this island, and to repeal Acts and parts of Acts relating thereto”—
which the 13th article of my instructions (copy of which is annexed)
forbids my signing, as repealing Acts passed in this government, without a
suspending clause, of which this Bill is deficient, and in returning thisAct
on the meeting of the next House of Assembly, I shall recommend them to
Tecommit it; but should the copy of the Act now transmitted be approved of
by His Majesty, and nothing militate against the measure, I should request
that special permission might be allowed me to affix my signature to it,
and to put the law in force immediately on receiving His Majesty’s approba-
tion thereof, as much anxiety appears to exist for the speedy enactment of
this law.

I have not yet received the Solicitor General’s report, but it shall
accompany the Acts.
The annexed schedule. will detail the number and description of

documents which accompany this despatch.
T have &c.
(Signed) HENRY WARDE.

The Earl Bathurst, K.. G.
&c. &e, &e.

P, S. 2d November 1826.
I regret that on application to the Solicitor General for his report on

the Consolidation Amelioration Slave Act, he has informed me that he

could not possibly furnish me with it to accompany this despatch, yetI
hope that.the documents now transmitted will afford your Lordship every

information required.
(Signed) HENRY WARDE.
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Schedule of documents transmitted with Licutenant General Sir Henry
Warde’s despatch No. 9, dated Barbadoes, 24th October 1926,

18 The Speaker's explanation respecting No. 1 Bill dated 23rd

19 Minutes of Legislative Council of 17th October 1826,

1 Act No. 82 of Hall’s Laws >)

°g ditto — 91 ditto

3 ditto — 92 ditto
4 ditto — 93 ditto =

5 ditto — 112 ditto a

6 ditto — 116 ditto
7% ‘ditto — lI7 ditto 3

§ ditto — 161 ditto A

9 ditto — 164 ditto 6

10 ditto — 196 ditto 2

11 Act No. 5 of Moore’s Laws g
12 ditto — 37 ditto e.

13 A Manuscript Act passed 14th March, 1809 e

14 ditto ditto 2d December, 1817 al
15 ditto ditto 28th July, 1818 3
16 _— ditto ditto 29th July, 1818 a

17 ditto ditto. ~ 26th May, 1819 Z

No. 1. (Bill)

October, 1826  

 

No. 2. (Bill.)

 

No. 3. (Bill.)

1 A Manuscript Act passed 27th February, 1739 2602
2 ditto ditto Qist January, 1763 ge oR
3 ditto —_ ditto 5th February, 1817 ie
4 Mr. Hind’s explanation of No. 3 Act. As 3
Copy of Dr. Maycock’s speech delivered on the 2d August 1829,
Copy of the 13th article of his Majesty’s instructions,

WHEREAS many circumstances arising out of the present state of the Preamble.

 

No. 1. (Bill.)

An Act to repeal several Acts and Clauses of Acts respecting
Slaves, and for consolidating and bringing into one Act, the
several Laws relating thereto, and for the better Order and
Government of Slaves, and for giving them further Protection
and Security, for altering the Mode of Trial of those charged
with capital and other Ofiences, and for other Purposes.

Slave population, render it necessary that the laws enacted by the prudence
and wisdom ofour forefathers for their government, should be revised, con-
solidated, and brought into one Act, in order to prevent confusion, and that
justice may more effectually be executed. And whereas for the purpose of
giving further security and protection to Slaves, the mode of trial of those
charged with capital or other offences,
to the end that such desirable objects may be effected, it is necessary tha
all the hereinafter mentioned Acts and Clauses of certain Acts, should betheLaws oftheIsland,
repealed, viz., an Act entitled “An Act for the governing of Negroes ;” "4
passed the eighth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand six
hundred and eighty eight; also one other Act, entitled “ An Act for the
encouragement of all Negroes and Slaves, that shall discover any Con-

should be altered. And whereas, The following Acts
t and Clauses of Acts

in Hall’s edition of
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No.9%  spiracy,” passed the twenty-seventh day of October, in the year of our
Lord one thousand six hundred and nine-two; also, one otherAct, entitled
“An additional Act to an Act entitled an Act’ for the governing of

No.93. Negroes ;” passed the twenty-seventh day of October, one thousand six
hundred and ninety-two ; also one other Act entitled, ‘* An Act for prohi.
biting the selling of Rum, or other strong liquors, to any Negro or other

No. 113, Slave,” passed the said twenty-seventh day of October, one thousand six
hundred and ninety-two; also one other Act, entitled “ An Act for the Ep-
couragement of such Negroes and other Slaves, that shall behave themsclves
courageously against the Enemy in time of Invasion,” passed the thirtieth

No. 116, day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
seven; also one other Act, entitled “ An Act to prohibit the Inhabitants
of this Island from employing their Negroes or otherSlaves in selling or

Wy M7. Gate bartering,” passed the sixth day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thevdand last provisa thousand seven hundred and eight; also thefirst, second, third, and fourth

tothe oth clause, the clauses, the second and last proviso to the nineteenth clause, the twenty.

the proviso to the fourth and twenty-sixth clauses, the proviso to the thirtieth clause, and the
aot causes and the thirty-third clause of one other Act, entitled “An Act to secure the

peaceable Possession of Negroes and other Slaves to the Inhabitants of this
Island, and to prevent and punish the clandestine and illegal detinue of

No. 161. them,” passed the twenty-fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and nine ; also one other Act, entitled “ An Act
for the Punishment of Runaway Slaves, and of Slaves who shall wilfully
entertain, harbour, and conceal any Runaway Slaves,” passed the eleventh

No. 164, day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and thirty-one; also one other Act, entitled “‘An Act for the better go.
verning of Negroes, and the more effectually preventing the Inhabitants of
this Island from employing their Negroes or other Slaves in selling or bar-

No.180. tering,” passed the twenty-second day ofMay, in the year of our Lord one
Clauseist,9d,344t% thousand seven hundred and thirty-three; also the first, second, third,

fourth, and fifth clauses of one other Act, entifled “ An Act for amending
an Act of this Island, entitled ‘an Act for the governing of Negroes, and
for providing a proper Maintenance and Support for such Negroes, Indians,
or Mulattoes, as hereafter shall be manumitted or set free ;’ as also for

N preventing certain Inconveniences from them arising to the Inhabitants of
the fiewse’ Acts, this Island,” passed the twenty-seventh day of February, in the year of our
in Moore's editionof Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine; also one other Act,
repealed. entitled “An Act for rendering more effectual, and for supplying many

Defects in the several Laws of this Island, for the governing of Negroes,”
passed the ninth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand

No. 5. seven hundred and forty-nine; also one other Act, entitled “An Act to
amend an Act, entitled an Act for the governing of Negroes,” passed the
fifteenth day of April, in the year of our-Lord one thousand seven hun-

No. 37. dred and sixty-six; also one other Act, entitled ‘“‘ An Act to prevent dis-
tempered, maimed, and worn-out Negroes from infesting the Towns, Streets,
andHighways of this Island,” which passed the eighteenth day of January,
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five; alse

Manone Actsof one other Act, entitled “An Act to remove Doubts coneerning the Trial of

pealed. Slaves manumitted after the Commission of Felonies of which they may

1809, March 14. stand accused,” passed the fourteenth day of March, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and nine; also one other Act, entitled
“ An Act to repeal part of an Act, entitled an Act for the governing of

1917, Dee. 8. Negroes, and for building and regulating a new Cage,” passed the second
day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
seventeen ; also one other Act, entitled ‘‘ An Act for the better Prevention

of the Practice of Obeah,” passed the twenty-ninth day of July, in the
is18 July 2° ~~vear of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and eighteen; and also one

other Act, entitled «An Act to repeal and amend certain Acts made for
the Government and Protection of Slaves,” passed the twenty-ninth day of

July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen:
and whereas it is necessary to make further and other provision for the
better protection, order, and government of Slaves that justice may here-
after be mors effectually administered -—~

1918, July 29.
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Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency Sir Henry Warde, Knight, Clause.
Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, His
Majesty’s. Captain General, and Governor-in-Chief of this island, Chancel-

lor, Ordinary, and Vice-admiral of the same; the Honourable the mem-

pers of his Majesty’s council, and the General Assembly of this island, and

by the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this
Act, all and every the hereinbefore mentioned Acts and Clauses of Acts, The foregoing Acts
and every part thereof, as also all and every such Acts or Clauses of ActsandClansas, and all
as are or may be thereby. repealed, shall be and stand annulled, repealed, thereby repealed, to

and made void to all intents and purposes whatsoever, anything in the **** “repealed
said Acts and Clauses of Acts, or in any other Act or Acts, contained to
the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.
And be it further enacted. by the authority aforesaid, that the governor, Clause 2.

or commander-in-chief of this island for the time being, the senior memberThe governor, ons

of council, and the speaker of the House of Assembly, the chief baron ofspeakerof the aseem-

the Court of Exchequer, and the attorney general of this island, each, and 02” rita and
all of them for the time being, or the persons executing the aforesaid offices attomey geueral, ap-
for the time being, shall, and they are hereby directed and empowered to, Pr"Croscuomfor
form themselves into a committee of protection for the full and effectual Slaves.

securing to Slaves the rights and privileges afforded to them by the
several provisions and clauses of this Act; and the saidpersons holding or

executing the: aforesaid offices are hereby constituted, and they shall be

deemed and called, “ The. Committee of Protection for Slaves,” and it
shall and may be lawful for the said committee so constituted as aforesaid,
to appoint, by a majority of votes, some person of legal knowledge and
acquirement to fill the office of secretary to the said committee, and to —

perform such duties.as shall. be hereinafter prescribed ; and the saidThey are to appoine
secretary so appointed, shall be deemed and called “ The Acting Protector of Slaves’ who is to
of Slaves,” and shall. receive out of the public treasury a salary of fourbepaid fourhundred
hundred. pounds currency per annum, and the treasurer of the island foro
thetime being, is hereby directed to pay to the said Acting Protector of
Slaves, on his. producing an order signed by the said‘ Committee of
Protection,” or the major part of them, at and according to the rate of four
hundred pounds currency per annum as aforesaid, and the Acting Protector The duties of the
of Slaves so appointed, is hereby required and directed to furnish and Singprotector |of
assist with his aid and advice, to the utmost of his ability, without fee or ed ont pe
reward, all Slaveswho stand accused of any heinous offences or felonies
on examinations before magistrates,or before the proper Courts where.
Slaves so offending are appointed to be tried by the provisions ofthis or
any other Act of this island; and shall furnish without. fee or reward his
professional assistance to all Slaves claiming to be free, or desiring to lodge
any complaint against any person where the owners or possessors of such
Slaves shall detain them in slavery, or shall neglect or refuse to prefer such
complaints, And the said Acting Protector shall in such cases appear in
their behalf before the proper tribunals where such complaint or claim is.
directed to be lodged or tried by this or any other Act of the island. And
the said Acting Protector of Slaves, either from information, or from his:
own knowledge of any cruelty or injustice practisedagainst, or of the
maiming or murder of any Slave or Slaves, shall lodge a complaint thereof
before any magistrate, tothe end that the necessary steps may be taken for the
trial and conviction of the offender or offenders; and all judges of the several
courts, and all justices of the peace and coroners of this island, are hereby
directed to recognise the said Acting Protector of Slaves, as the legal
adviser and advocate of Slaves in the several courts and offices of this
island. And the said committee of protection shall, as often as they think Committee of _pro-
fit, demand and receive from the Acting Protector of Slaves, an account of all the"Scting protector
his proceedings in the several cases in which he shall have been engaged an accountof his pro-
in the exercise of his aforesaid office. And the said committee of protec. °*4"s&
tion shall and may at their discretion displace the said Secretary or Acting They may’ remove
ProtectorofSlaves, and appoint in his stead some other fit and competent mment disetetion
person to perform the duties of the said office. And the said Acting
Protector of Slaves shall keepan office in some part of Bridge Town, and Heistokeepanoffice

. . : se in Bridge Tow dd
shall give his attendance there on such days, and during such hours as thegive hig. attendance
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there as.the commit-gaid committee of protection or the major part of them may think fit to
shall dec direct. And the said Acting Protector of Slaves shall, before he enters on

his office, appear before the governor, or commander-in-chief of this island
*

And to take an oath for the time being, and take the following oath. ‘I A. B. do swear that|
jor the execution of will faithfully and conscientiously, to the best of my knowledge and
governor. ability, execute and perform the dutiesof the Acting Protector of Slaves in

the island of Barbadoes, without fear, favour, partiality, or affection. So
help me God.” . .

Clause 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the evidence

Bloves evinsitted of of Slaves shall be admitted and received on oath before any Coroner,
actions for trespass oF justice of the peace, or before any judge or jury, of any of thecivil or

misdemeanor, mur- criminal courts of this island, as witnesses in all cases where civil actions
aerate excent’ for. for trespass or assault may be brought, and in all cases of misdemeanour, or
gery)againstany per-of murder, felony, or any other offence (save and except forgery) which
son whomscevery under the laws now in force, or hereafter to be in force in this island,

would subject any person or persons to suffer death, transportation,
____Proviso— imprisonment, fine, or corporal punishment. Provided always, that the

Certificate aae Slave or Slaves so appearing asa. witness or winesses shall produce
and also the certifi- before such judge, coroner, justice of the peace, or civil or criminal courts,
saethat seliviowe @ Certificate af his, her, or their baptism, under the hand of the resident
Princes ee lee.clergyman of the parish wherein such baptism has been performed. And
tion ofan oath, also a certificate from any clergyman ef the established church, that such

Slave or Slaves, so produced as witness or witnesses, is and are so far
instructed in the principles of the Christian religion, as, in the judgment of
the party certifying, adequately to understand the obligation of an oath,

_ Proviso Provided always, that in every such case the master or owner of any such
Lemaybeexamined Slave or any other person or persons, shall and may be summoned and
as toSlave witness examined. as to the character of any such Slave, in order the more
dt satisfactorily to determine whether such Slave is worthy of credit or not.

Proviso | And provided, and it is hereby expressly declared, that no white or free
Whiteoffree person person shall be convicted of any of the crimes, or adjudged guilty of any
on Slave testimony of the offences aforesaid, on the testimony of any Slave or Slaves, unless
putes umetantalew. Such testimony shall be corroborated by circumstantial evidence to the
dence. satisfaction of the Justice, Coroner, or Court and Jury, before whom such
Brideaslaves to Slave or Slaves shall be produced as witness or witnesses. Provided
be taken againsteach always, nevertheless, that the evidence of Slaves shall be taken and
otherwithout such received as hitherto without such certificates as aforesaid, in all cases

against each other; and where any person or persons shall require the
Owners of Slaves to testimony of any Slave or Slaves before any Court, Judge, Coroner, or
Peet equined asdustice, a writ of subpoena shall andmay be issued in the usual manner by
witnesses. suc ourt, Judge, Coroner, or Justice, directed to the owner or possessor

of such Slaveor Slaves, or to the person under whose immediate charge such
Slave or Slaves may be, requiring him or her to bring and produce, or
cause to be brought vad produced fn Court, or before such Judge, Coroner or

_ Justice, such Slave or Slaves at the time and for the purposes in the said
fo reducea refusing writ mentioned. And if the person to whom such writ may be directed,
a witness, to forfeit shall, on proof of the same having been served on him or her by some white
ile oe torrents’ wan person, neglect or refuse to produce such Slave or Slaves, he or she shall
gesasforacontempt. forfeit the sum of ten pounds currency, to the uses of the island, to be

levied and raised as in the case of servants’ wages by warrant from the said
Court, Judge, Coroner, or Justice; and the person s@ offending shall be
also deemed guilty ofa contempt of the authority of the said Court, Judge,
Coroner, or Justice, and be liable to be punished for the same accord-
ingly. .

Evidentses to ‘And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that where it shall
be tken against per- be proved by legal evidence that any person or persons of free condition
tons f free condition, ig or are in the habit of associating himself, herself, or themselves, with
them, although such any Slave or Slaves, in cock-fighting, gambling, getting drunk together,
Stherwise“Lompetens or in the commission of any theft or other crime, the evidence of any
witnesses within the Slave or Slaves shall in all such cases, and in all courts be taken and
ProvisionsofthisAct. received against such person or persons of free condition, although such

Slave or Slaves may not be a competent witness or witnesses within the
provisions of this Act.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every owner, Clanse 5.
yroprictor, oF possessor of any Slave or Slaves shall furnish and provide ieee neat ee baie

such Slave or Slaves in cach and every year with decent andsufficient tess than twenty shil-
clothing, suitable to sex, age, and condition, according to the custom ofnseandnotexceed-
the island. And if any owncr, proprietor, or possessor, shall make default furnish them annually

in furnishing such decent and sufficient clothing as aforesaid within cachCientclgthaagantteble
and every year, or in making full compensation for the same to such Slave to sex, age, and con=
or Slaves, or in allowing or affording the means to such Slave or“
Slaves of furnishing or providing himself, herself, or themselves, with
such decent and sufficient clothing as aforesaid, every person so offending,
shall, on full and satisfactory proof being thereof made to any justice of
the peace, forfeit and pay a sum of not less than twenty shillings, and not
exceeding fifty shillings for each and every Slave who shall not have been
decently and sufficiently clothed within the year as aforesaid, or to whom
no compensation for the same, or the means of obtaining such clothing
shall have been afforded as aforesaid, one moiety of such forfeiture to be
to the informer, and the other moiety to be paid into the public treasury.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the owner Clauses.

or owners, or any other person or persons having the lawful charge of any owners of iJiseased
diseased, maimed, or worn-out Slave or Slaves, shall suffer or permit such togoatlarge>or ine
Slave or Slaves to go and be at large, or to infest the public highways, festthehighways, &e.
towns, streets, lanes, or avenues leading to any of the towns of this island, recoverableasser.
every person so offending shall, for every such offence, upon conviction “" "8°

thereof before any justice of the peace, forfeit and pay the sum of ten
pounds current money of this island, to be levied and raised asin the case
of servants’ wages, one moiety thereof to be to the use of the informer, and
the other moiety to be paid into the public treasury.
And whereas by the custom of this island, Slaves are allowed to possess Clause 7.

andenjoy personal property: be it therefore further enacted by|the authority Owners of Siaves,or
aforesaid, that if any owner or other person shall deprive any Slave of any fae theca oftosis
kind of personal property, which he or she shall have honestly acquired,sonal property, to for~

; . . . . . +1 > 2 t ¢
such person so offending shall, on conviction thereof before any justice of of such property to
the peace, forfeit double the value of the property so taken away, to the theuse of said Slaves.

: : wo * . The acting protector
use of said Slave. And the Acting Protector of Slaves is hereby directed toprosecute where an

. . * owner is the offender ;to prosecute for the recovery of all such property where the ownér or and in every othee
possessor of such Slave shall be the offender; and in every other case if thecase where the owner
owner or possessor of such Slave shall neglect or refuse to prosecute for the Sha)!neglect to pro
same, such prosecution shall be conducted by the acting protector of Slaves
onthe behalf of such Slave. Provided always, that nothing in thisclause —_Proviso—
contained shall extend to preveut any owner or overseer of any plantation Hoss, sheep, &c. of

Slaves trespassing onor place from destroying or causing to be destroyed any hog, sheep, goat, planation of owner
or feathered stock, belonging to or kept by any Slave or Slaves, when o&others maybede-
found trespassing on the lands of such plantation ot place, or committing”
any damage thereon.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave, Clauses.

. . . . Any person may de-
shall be found out of his or her owner's or proprietor’s plantation or privea Slave ofwar-

i ‘ t at like weapons, unlessproperty, armed with any warlike or offensive weapon or weapons, such [ke weapons, unless
Slave shall and may be deprived of such weapon or weapons by any person tificate.
whomsoever, unless he or she shall have a letter or paper descriptive of
such weapon or weapons, and as being the property of his or her owner or

7 . . i ‘Lhe weapons to beProprietor; and the person so taking away such weapon or weapons, shall theweapons t oe.
carry the same to any neighbouring justice of the peace, and on making tice of the peace,
oath, which oath the said justice is hereby authorized and empowered to Upon, whosecertifi;
administer, that such weapon or weapons was or were found in the actual pay six shillings and
possession of a Slave, be paid the sum of six shillings and three-pence pervert telzing the
currency, by the warden of the parish, in which the weapon or weaponssame. syed t
was or were seized and taken away, on producing an order of the said 4.7etrca to the
justice to that efiect. And if any person or persons shall within three owrers, wif claimed
weeks after claim the said weapon or weapons, and produce full andai epayieattethe
sufficient proof to the said warden of his or her property therein, and alsowarden of the said six
repay to the said warden the said sum of six shillings and three-pence, pence’
the said warden shall, and he is hereby directed to restore such weapon or
Weapons to the owner or owners. But should no such claim, proof of In default ofa claim,
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the weapons tobesold property, and repayment of the said sum of six shillings and three-pence
by the warden, and “ah? ° . . - ’ * . .

Pyinecy anplied to VE Made within thesaid three weeks, then,and in such case, the said warden
the usesof the parish. shall, and he is hereby directed to have such weapon or weapons sold, and

to apply the moncy arising therefrom to the uses of the parish for which
he is warden.

claves arteassem. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any owner,
ble on plantations proprietor, or overseer, or in his absence, any bookkeeper or other person

beat d s . . . . °

thw hems,&e, en having the care, direction, and management of any plantation or place
cept as hereaiterpro- without the limits of any of the towns in this island, shall suffer any Slaves
ded; owner orother .

person permitting the to assemble together thereon, and to beat drums, or blow horns, or shells,
same to forfeit ten or to use any loud instruments, save and except as is hereinafter provided,
pounds. ‘

every such owner or proprietor, overseer, bookkeeper, or other person as
aforesaid, shall, upon conviction thereof before any justice of the peace,
forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds currency, to be levied and raised ag

Proviso. in the case of servants’ wages, one moiety thereof to the informer, and the
Slaves with consent other moiety to be applied to the public uses of this island. Provided
ormble cuplntctions always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent any
for_danciugandmaster, owner, OF proprietor, or the attorney of any plantationor place, or
Such amusements to the overseer thereof, from granting liberty at any time or times to the
tetocknt welt wea Slaves of such plantation or place for assembling together upon such
the Slaves not to be plantation or place, and to allow any other Slaves not their own to assemble
mowed to re-assem- with them, and for dancing and diverting themselves in the mill yard, or
* any other place, as such master, owner, proprietor, attorney, or overseer,

may think proper to allow, so as such amusementsare put an end to by
nine o'clock at night ; the Slaves and other persons attending such dancing
and amusements not to be permitted or allowed to re-assemble in the
Negro houses, or in any other part of the plantation or property, or

Owner of the plan- in any public or private road leading through or near to such
tation to be present plantation or property ; the owner, proprietor, or overseer of such planta.
sree en’ er tion or property to be actually present upon such plantation or property
two hoursaite. during the time such dancing or amusements are kept up, and for two full

honrs after the same shall be over. And be it further enacted, that no
No faneral of aStave OWNEF, proprietor, or overseer, or other person in charge of any plantation
to take place after OF place, shall suffer or permit the funeral of any Slave within such
seenoceantaneng Plantation or place, after the hour of seven o'clock at night, or any
not to be permitted heathenish or idolatrous music, singing, or ceremonies on any such occa-
on such occasions. gion ; and if any owner, proprietor, or overseer, or other person in charge

_ of any plantation or place shall be guilty of any offence under this clause,
son guilty of affeaves, orshall neglect or refuse to observe on enforce the particular directions,
to forfeitteu pounds matters, and things herein contained, he or she shall, unless so far as the
Complaints to be same may already be provided for, forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds,
ee hecomune to be levied and raised as in the case of servants’ wages; one moiety

of the offence, whereof shall be to the use of the informer or informers, and the other
moiety to be paid into the treasury of this island. Provided that all com-
plaints under this clause be made within ten days after the commission of
any offence against the provisions of the same. ; ;

owners3 in Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the owner
either of the towns OF occupierof any house, yard, or place, within the limits of either of the
notto suffer Slaves towns of this island, shall suffer any Slaves to assemble and dance in such
without a justices house, yard, or place without having previously obtained the sanction of
aettyat Rvepown go Some justice of the peace for that purpose, the person so offending shall,
Complaint to be Provided complaint thereof be made to a justice of the peace within ten
made withinten days. days next after the commission of the offence, forfeit and pay the sum of

five pounds currency, to be recovered as in the case of servants wages;
onernoiety thereofto be to the use of the informer, and the other moiety
to be paid into the public treasury. ; .

Clause 11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and
Governormayissue may be lawful for the Governor or Commander-in-Chief of this island for the
Slaves, not to permit time being, whenever he shall think fit or deem it advisable so to do, to
themtoassembleand issue his order or proclamation directing and.requiring all owners of
period. «spossessors of Slaves, and all other persons having Slaves under their

charge, not to grant permission to, or. suffer their Slaves, or the Slaves
under their charge to assemble together and dance for and during the



BARBADOES. 211

time and period to be mentioned in said order or proclamation ; and every
erson disobeying or violating such order or proclamation, shall forfeit and
vay the sum of fifty pounds, current money of this island, half to the use of Penalty _ of fifty

the informer, and the other half to the public use, to be recovered before Pounss impose ou
any two justices of the peace, as in the case of servants’ wages. Providedsuchorder,

ihat complaint thereof be made within fourteen days after the offence shall ComPaint| tbe
be committed. days.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the governor, —Ciause ie.

or commander-in-chief of this island for the time being, shall and may, by Te yEovernor, with

and with the advice of his council, whenever it shall seem necessary, ci mayissuehis on.

issue his order to the commanding officer of any regiment, battalion, or dettethe command-
we ss : : os : . ingofficerofany regi-

corps of militia of this island, directing and requiring him, at the time to ment of militia, to
be mentioned in such order, to have the Negro houses within the parish of lve,Ncgre faite

such regiment, battalion, or corps, or any of them, searched diligently and Slaves or warlike
effectually by the men composing such regiment, battalion, or corps, or by “**?°"*
a sufficient number thereof necessary for such service, in order to discover
and ascertain whether any fugitive or runaway Slaves, or any warlike or
mischievous weapons or articles are concealed in such Negro houses, and
his report thereof forthwith to make to the governor or commander-in-chief
for the time being, who is hereby authorized and empowered to act on
such report, by and with the advice of the council, as may seem best for
the safety of the island; and every commanding officer of any regiment, Every commanding

battalion, or corps, refusing or neglecting to perform and discharge the rerform thedoy to

duty so required of him by the governor or commander-in-chief, shall required of bim to
forfeit and pay the sum of fifty pounds currency, to be recovered before ‘""* fifty pounds.
any two justices of the peace, and levied and raised as in the case of ser-
vants’ wages.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any Clause 13.

person or persons shall hereafter take up or apprehend any runawayor }e*one apprctend-
fugitive Slave or Slaves, he, she, and they, is and are hereby ordered and are fo takethem be-

directed to take the said Slave or Slaves to a justice of the peace ; and if in” being satished
such person or persons shall make oath before such justice, of his, her, or that they are rnn-
their name or names, and place or places of abode, with the time when, andfantfor commiting
place where he, she, or they apprehended such Slave or Slaves, and shall them to the Slave
also, on oath, fully satisfy the said justice that there is good cause to suspect"
that the said Slave or Slaves is or are runaway, the said justice shall, and
he is hereby directed to give a certificate of such oath, and also a warrant for
committing such Slave or Slaves to the Slave prison, lately established on
the pier head of Bridge Town, to the person or persons by whom he she or
they was or were apprehended; and the person or persons so receiving such
certificate and warrant shall thereupon take the same, together with such
Slave or Slaves, to the provost marshal of this island, or his lawful deputy Provost marsha,
or deputies, who is and are hereby strictly charged and required, under a tder ® penalty of1 ‘ twenty pounds, to re-
penalty of twenty pounds currency, to receive and kecp such Slave or Slaves cee and keep such
in safe custody in the said Slave prison; and the said provost marshal, or Se Stave prisons m
his lawful deputy shall, on receiving such Slave or Slaves, endorse the
receipt thereof, on the back of the justice's certificate of the oath taken by
the person or persons apprehending such Slave or Slaves; and thetrea-The treasurer of the
surer of this island for the time being shall, and he is hereby directed to Sinage Passe
pay out of the .public treasury, to the person or persons so apprehending penee for each Stave
such Slave or Slaves, the sum of twelve shillings and sixpence currency country. andsis shil-
for cach and every Slave, if apprehended in the country, and six shillings lives andjthreepence
and three-pence if apprehended in town, on the said justice’s certificate town:to the person
of the oath aforesaid, endorsed by the said provost marshal, orhis lawful $0apprehendingsuch
deputy, in manner as aforesaid, being lodged with him, and which certifi- — ~
cate the said treasurer is hereby required to take and enter in a book to be
by him kept for that purpose, to the intent that all owners of Slaves may
come to the right knowledge and understanding when their Slaves were
apprehended, and by whom, and whether wrongfully taken up or not; and
in case the said treasurer shall neglect or refuse to pay either of the sums
to which such person or persons shall be so entitled for taking up any
Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, the same shall and may be recovered against
the said treasurer, bcfore any justice of the peace, as in the case of ser-
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The provost marshal Vants’ wages. And the said provost marshal, or his lawfal deputy, shall
tofurnish Slaves com- furnish each and every Slave so committed to the said Slave prison with
prison wth sufficient 200d and sufficient food and drink, to be proved on oath, if required, p
food and drinks ny the owner or possessor of such Slave ; and the said provost marshal, hig
without a justice's lawful deputy, or the keeper of the said Slave prison, shall not receive and
mityof Ave pounds, lodge in the said Slave prison any Slave or Slaves without a warrant from a

justice of the peace, undera penalty offive pounds currency for each and
every Slave, to be recovered, levied, and raised as in the case of servants’
wages, on the complaint of any person; one moiety thereof to the use of

provito— the public, and the other moiety to be to the use of the informer. Py.
Remedies arenetinst vided always, that if the said provost marshal shall suffer any Slave com.

buffering Slaves toes. mitted to thesaid Slave prison or gaol to escape therefrom, he shall make
cape from!parted such satisfaction to the owner, as by any two justices ofthe peace shall be
be employed in any thought fit, and shall repay to the said treasurer the said twelve shillings
ee atheace and sixpence or six shillings and three-pence, as the case may be, which

he paid on apprehending such Slave; and if the said provost marshal shal]
suffer any Slave to be any ways employed out of the Slave prison or gaol,
in any other manner than hereinafter directed, before he or she shall be
legally released, he shall forfeit for each Slave so suffered to be employed
as aforesaid, to the owner thereof, the sum of five pounds currency, and
the further sum of three shillings and nine-pence per day for each day, or
any part of a day the said Slave shall be so employed, to be Tecovered as

Proviso-— aforesaid. Provided, nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall be
Any person appre- construed to prevent any person taking up or apprehending any runaway
easmay carry Slave or Slaves, from carrying him or her to his, her, or their owner or
thematonceto their gwners, and receiving the like sum from such owner or owners, as he
anesae T*e¥¢ would be entitled to receive from the public treasury, which, if not forth-

with paid, shall and may be recovered from such owner or owners before
any justice of the peace as in the case of servants’ wages.

Clause 14, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the male and
wale and edge female Slaves confined in the Slave prison, be kept in confinement in
Slave prison, to be Separate apartments without any communication between them, and not
keptinseparaie>Part- more than eleven males and eleven females to be kept and confined at the
ber not to exceedsame time in the said Slave prison. And if upon any male or female
eleven each. Slaves being brought to the said Slave prison for admission therein, it shall
When such number happen that the number of Slaves brought for admission, together with
shall be exceeded, the Slaves then in confinement, exceed the number of male and female

pore longest incon” Slaves hereinbefore mentioned, then and in such case, those Slaves
moved to thegoal. who have been the longest confined in the said Slave prison shall

be delivered to the keeper of the common gaol there to be safely and
NamesofSlaveseon- Securely kept, and the names and descriptions of all such Slaves so
fined and the names confined as aforesaid, either in the Slave prison or the goal, together
fe he metingwe) with the names of their respective owners, if known, shall be advertised
Heat Caimed within by the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy two successive times in two
expenses paid, they Of the public newspapers of this island; and if such Slave or Slaves
aerostaosold by the shall not be claimed by his, her, or their owner or owners, or his,

her, or their lawful agent or agents, attorney or attornies, manager or
managers, or other person or persons lawfully authorized to claim the said
Slave or Slaves within three calendar months commencing from the day on
which the said Slave or Slaves was or were delivered into the custody of
the said provost marshal, and payment made of the expenses hereinafter
mentioned, it shall and may be lawful to and for the provost marshal of
this island for the time being, or his lawful deputy or deputies, and he
and they is and are hereby fully authorized and empowered to have such
Slave or Slaves appraised by any three or more competent freeholders,
and to sell and dispose of such Slave or Slaves for the appraised value, or
a greater sum if a purchaser can be obtained, giving due notice of the
time-and place of such sale in two of the said public newspapers of this
island for two successive times immediately before such sale takes place;

Moneyarising from and the money arising from the sale of the said Slave or Slaves, after
ed data the eee deducting all fees and expenses payable to the said provost marshal, shall

sury. be paid by the said provost marshal into the public treasury of this
island, for the uses of the island; and in case the purchaser or purchasers
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of such Slave or Slaves shall not pay to the said provost marshal the sum Remedies against

or sums agreed to be given for such Slave or Slaves within ten days, Ing their purchase

or in case the said provost marshal, after receiving the same, shall refuse money tothe pro;

or omit to pay it over to the said treasurer within ten days after he shall retins the provost

have so received the same, and in either of such cases happening, the marshal after reeeiv-

game proceedings shall be had against the said purchaser or purchasers by the treasury.

the said provost marshal, or against the said provostmarshal, by the said

treasurer as the case may be, for raising the said money with twenty per

cent thereon, as are had and used at sales at outcry in the Courts of
Common Pleas, and all necessary writs for that purpose shall be issued
under the hand and seal of the chief judge for the time being of the
precinct of Saint Michael. Provided always, nevertheless, that if at any

time after the. sale of such Slave or Slaves, it shall appear to the satisfac- Proviso

tion of the governor and council, on application for that purpose, that the seeont raat ar ake

owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves so sold as aforesaid was or weretime. absent from the
7 . . * ahil: island, &c., the go-

absent from this island, or labouring under any legal disability so that he (emnor and council

or she could not claim the said Slave or Slaves, then and in such case it may directthe treae

shall and may be lawful to and for the said governor and council to issue proceeds? to such

their order to the treasurer of this island for the time being, to pay owner.

over to such owner or owners the net amount raised by the sale of his or

her Slave or Slaves. Provided always, nevertheless, thatif a tenant for —_ Proviso—

life shall not claim such Slave or Slaves at or before the time of sale, and {fa tenantfor tife do

the person or persons entitled in remainder or reversion, or any person byfore sale, andthe re-

him or her lawfully authorized, shall in his or her behalf put in a claim for iis'claimthesame to

the same, and pay all expenses which have been incurred at the Slave bedelivered up to

prison and goal, he or she shall be entitled to immediate possession in fee “™

of such Slave or Slaves, and the tenant for life shall forfeit his or her
estate in the same: Provided always, that until such Slave or Slaves can
be sold for the appraised value, he, she or they shall be kept at work, 4.44 Proviso gold
together with the other Slaves in confinement in the manner hereinafter they shail be worked

directed: Provided always, that in case any person committed to the said %,“rett = “te
Slave prison or common gaol under the authority of this Act, as beinga spent eed

Slave, shall claim to be free, but shall not be able satisfactorily to prove,.?Siaves claim to

the same, the said provost marshal of the island for the time being or his befree, but cannot

lawful deputy shall forthwith put advertisements in all and several of theTnarshal’ shall adver-

newspapers of the island, describing the person so committed, and re- tise for proof

quiring all and every person and persons having knowledge of the person so
committed, to appear before him the said provost marshal or his lawful
deputy within three months then next after, to the end that it may be
ascertained whether such person or persons is free or not, and which said
advertisements shall be continued in the said several newspapers of the

island for three months; and if at the expiration of the said three months, , a. ond of
the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall not have | received three months he has

satisfactory information of the freedom of such persons, he is hereby aoe eeita of euch
authorized and required to certify the same to the Governor or Command €T-person’s freedom, he

in-Chief of this island for the time being, and the members of His Majesty’s *“the paceithesame
Council, who are hereby fully authorized and empowered to hear and council, who are to

determine upon the case so certified to them by the saidprovostmarshal determingit bere

or his lawful deputy, and unless it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the ed that the person
Governor or Commander-in-Chief for the time being, and Council, that thebond fide aslave,he

person so claiming to be free is bond fide a Slave, they shall and are orshe istobe at
hereby authorized and empowered forthwith to set him or her at liberty, jon”
and such person is hereby declared to be, and to be held and taken asa
free person: Provided nevertheless, that if it shall appear to the Governor
or Commander-in-Chief for the time being, and Council, that such person ,, such pecsonis not

claiming to be free is not a native of this island, they shall, if they think anativeof theisland,
proper, order him or her to quit this colony within twenty-one days; and if wend anaye ont

he or she shall fail to comply with such order so given, it shall and may him to quittheisland
be lawful for any constable to apprehend the person so offending, and to ™*wenyone Gy
commit him or her to the common gaol of this island, there to be confined

until he or she shall be sent away from the island: And provided also, Proviso
that nothing herein contained shall at any time operate as a bar to any The rights of persons

person or persons who may afterwards establish by due course of law the not tobeaffected.
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Proviso— _ right of property to or in any person so declared free bythe Governor or
take bowltortheae Commander-in-Chief for the timebeing, and Council: Provided always, that
pearance ofa person instead of such person so committed under the authority of this Act as q
shiming ae be free, Slave but claiming to be free being held in custody, it shall and may be8 : . ,
him in custody. Jawful to and for the said. provost marshal or his lawful deputy, to take bail

in two good and sufficient securities in the sum of fifty pounds current
money to him and his successors in office for the uses of the public of this
island, for the appearance of such person before the Governor or Comman-
der-in-Chief and Council, when his or her case shall come on tc be heard,
anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary thereof in anywise not.

Clanse 15. withstanding... .
eed’man And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any
ceive.thefeesherein runaway Slave or Slaves shall be claimed to be released, either from the
delivers np aay run- Said Slave prison or from the gaol, it shall and may be lawful to and for the
away Slave. said provost marshal, or his lawful deputy or deputies,todemand and re.

ceive from the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves the said twelve
shillings and sixpence, or six shillings and threepence as the case may be,
so paid as aforesaid by the said treasurer on the apprehending of any
such runaway Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, and pay the same over to the
said treasurer; and until the same be paid, it shall and may be lawful for
the said provost marshal to detain and keep such Slave or Slaves in his
possession as aforesaid. And the said provost marshal shall also demand
and receive the following fees which must be paid before the said Slave or
Slaves shall be delivered up, to. wit, the sum of two shillings and sixpence
for each Slave who shall have been so confined and delivered up, and
sevenpence halfpenny for every twenty-four hours for feeding each Slave.

Vdrece? a6 not And in case the said fees shall not be paid, the said Slave or Slaves shallpaid, he may sell the f : «Ue ° .Slaves as if no claim be sold in the same manner, and under the like restrictions as if no claim
nad ema had been made: Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, that
The keeper of the the keeper of the Slave prison, or the keeper of the gaol, if the Slave or
sail lake vecataforSlaves shall have been removed to gaol, shall, and each of them is hereb
all Slaves delivered strictly charged and required, before delivering up any Slave or Slaves
"Ps who shall be claimed, to take a receipt from the person or persons claiming

such Slave or Slaves, that he, she, or they, have either in his, her, or their
own right, or in any other right, claimed and received such Slave or Slaves,
and the said receipt shall also contain the name and full description of the
person or persons claiming such Slave or Slaves, together with the place
of his, her, or their residence, and also the name and description of the
Slave or Slaves so claimed and delivered up, which receipts shall be taken
and recorded in one or more proper book or books to be kept for that purpose
respectively by the keeper of the Slave prison, and the keeper of the gaol,
which books shall and may be inspected at any time in the day by any person
or persons whomsoever, without any fee or reward being paid for the same,

The a oes op And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby
the island to visit the Expressly declared, that the magistrates of this island are the proper andSlavepritonsyand to legal inspectors, visitors, and supervisors of the said Slave prison, and
eleanandbealthy,and Other prisons allotted for the confinement of Slaves, and they, and each
llowedtatheSieve and every of them have and hath hereby full and ainple power and
inconfnement, authority given to and vested in them to visit and inspect the said Slave

prison, and other prisons, whenever they shall think proper so to do; and
the said magistrates are, and each and every of them is hereby required to
see that the said Slave prison andother prisons be constantly kept clean,
healthy, and wholesome, and that good and sufficient food be allowed to
the said Slaves in confinement ; and the said Slave prison shall be and the

The provostmarshalsame is hereby placed under.the immediate care and direction of the
Slave prisn. provost marshal of this island for the time being or his lawful deputy, who

is hereby declared to be the keeper of the said Slave prison, and to be
responsible for the good government and conduct of the same.

The keeperae the ‘And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the keeper
Slave prison for any Or keepers of the said Slave prison hereinbefore mentioned, or any other
Shedbythe cetteegPrison of prisons allotted for the confinement of Slaves, or any of their
two justices, as here- deputies, shall be guilty of any crime, misdemeanour, or offence, or shall
in directed, misbehave himself or themselves in their respective situations, he or they
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shall and may be punished according to the nature of the said crime, mis-
demeanour, or offence, by fine and imprisonment, or either, at the discretion
of any two justices of the peace; such imprisonment not to exceed one

month, and such fine not to exceed five pounds current moncy.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whencver_ Ciamse is.

there shall be ten or more runaway Slaves in confinement under the pro- Mirena Siancs tons
yision of this Act, in the said Slave prison and gaol, or either, for the space confinement, they
of ten days, the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall, under a ray }Y omer oF meacting magistrates of

penalty of five pounds current money, report the same to some one of the Bridge Town,| be
acting magistrates of Bridge Town, who, together with any two or more of mil or otherwise,as
the acting magistrates of the said town, shall have power to order and dircct herein directed.
the said Slaves to be worked on the treadmill hereinafter directed to be pro-
vided, or to be worked in cleaning and repairing the streets of Bridge Town,
and the public roads within one mile of said town, or on any public roads
within the said town, or within the distance of one mile from it; and the said
Slaves when so employed on such work, (excepting on the treadmill) shall be
under the immediate care and inspection of some proper person or persons Proper persons to be
to be hired for that purpose by the said acting magistrates, and each per-intendthen.
son so employed, shall be paid out of the public treasury, the sum of seven-
pence halfpenny per day for each Slave committed to his charge, and the
erson or persons so to be employed, shall be answerable for the securit .

of the said Slaves. And in order to prevent their escape, it shall and may Whe sre authorized.
be lawful for him or them to make use of such proper means and powers asthe magistrates, to use
he or they, with the sanction ofthe said acting magistrates or any two of them, PrP“iheir escane
may think fit to adopt; and in case any Slave whilst so employed, shall Remediesagainst the

escape, the person or persons so hired and in charge of them, shall repay to Pr"sicn sieves and
the said treasurer, the said twelve shillings and sixpence, or six shillings suffering them to es-
and threepence, as the case may be, by him paid on the apprehension of such “?*
Slave, to be levied and raised by the said treasurer on complaint to any
justice of the peace, asin the case of servants’ wages
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the committee ap- | Clause 19.

pointed by law, for directing the repairs of the town-hall, or asufficient boardmittee areauthorized
ofthem shall,and they are hereby authorizedand required to have constructed *haveone ormor
and erected at the public expense, one or more good and sufficient tread mill or within the gaol yard,
mills, within such part of the gaol yard, attached to the said town-hall sublic Capea repaitat
as to them shall seem most convenient for that purpose, and to see that the ,
same is and are at all times kept in proper order and repair; and the said
committee shall be, and they or any sufficient board of them, are hereby
authorized and empowered to draw on the treasurer of this island for the
time being, for all such sum and sums ofmoney as may be required to mect
the expenses of constructing and erecting the said mill or mills, and which
may from time to time be required to keep the same in proper order and
repair; and the said treasurer shall pay, and he is hereby directed to pay,
all such sum and sums of money as may from time to time be drawn for by
the said committee or a sufficient board of them, for the purposes aforesaid. | tells to B
And the said treadmill or mills, shall be under the direction and manage-umerthedirections
ment of the provost marshal, or his lawful deputy for the time being, and oftheprovostmarshal,
shall be used as directed in the preceding clause of this said Act, and also of punishment for
as a mode of punishment for Slaves, for any offences committed underthisS!ves.
or any other Act of this island, if so ordered by the court orjustices, before
whom such Slaves shall be tried and convicted. _
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the several Clause 0

Coroners of this island shall, and they are hereby severally and respectively guesteon the bodies
required and directed, whenever they hold inquests on the bodies of Slaves, of Slaves, to transmit
to transmit copies of every such inquest and of all the evidence taken ceedingstethegover
thereon, and of the proceedings thereof, to the governor or commander-in- norwithin fivedays
chief of this island for the time being, within five days after the taking Oforiginal ingnisition
every such inquest, and also within the same time, to return the original §néProcestings to
inquisition, evidence, and proceedings, to the crown office of the island,
there to be kept and preserved as records; and where any such inquests dif'a Slave ha
shall be held on the body of any Slave who may happen to die in the said pen to die in prison,
Slave prison, gaol, or other prison, the Coroner taking the same, shall also{©transwit|copies
within the time above limited transmit copies of the same, and of all the to the owner.
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evidence taken thereon, and of the proceedings thereof to the owner or pro-
prietor of said Slave, or to his or her representative, attorney, or Overseer

Penalty on any coro- and if any Coroner shall neglect or refuse to conform himself to the direc.
duty wict"é ™™ tions in this clause contained, he shall, for every such neglect or refusal, for.

feit and pay the sum of ten pounds current money, to be recovered befora
any justice of the peace, as in the case ofservants’ wages, one moiety to be
to the use of the complainant, and the other moiety to be paid into the pub-
lic treasury.

Clause 21. And for the benefit and protection of the fair trader, and for the dis.
couragement of persons hawking and peddling about the country, pay no
trade tax, and also for the better prevention of the sale and barter of stolen
goods, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any owner,
proprietor, attorney, overseer, or other person having the charge, manage.
ment, or direction of any Slave or Slaves, shall suffer or permit any such

Slaves not to go at Slaveor Slaves to go and beat large for the purpose of supporting and feeding
large at eyaaity himself, herself, or themselves, or paying hire for himself, herself, ar them.
of five pounds upon selves,or to follow any trade, business, or occupation, for the benefit and
the owner. advantage of such owner, proprietor, attorney, or overseer, or other person

having the charge, management, or direction of such Slave or Slaves, or for
the benefit and advantage of any other person or persons whomsoever,
every person so offending, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds cur.
rent money of this island, for each and every such Slave, to be recovered be.
fore any justiceof the peace asin case of servants’ wages; one moiety thereof
to be to the use of the informer, and the other moiety to be paid into the

The onus probandi to Public treasury. And in every such case the onus probandi, whether a
be upon ne omners such Slave or Slaves do or do net go at large, contrary to the true intent and
large, where thesame Meaning of this clause, shall, where the same cannot be fully proved by the
cannot otherwise be complainant, rest upon the party complained against, but who shall never-
prow’ theless be allowed to discharge and absolve himself or hexself from the

Proviso _penalty aforesaid, by his. or her own oath: Provided always, that nothing
Ail,Savesfarnished in this clause contained, shall extend or be construed to extend to any Slave
yearly by the owner, or Slaves who shall be regularly settled in any house, shop, or place, in car-
aea ee rying on any kind of trade or business for the benefit of his, her, or their

? ‘° . . .master or mistress, provided such Slave or Slaves be furnished with half
yearly licenses for that purpose, by his, her, or their master or mistress,

Clanse 22. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if amy person
peyPeroncmenat Shall, from and after the passing of this Act, employ any Slave or Slaves
agreeing with the without first agreeing with the owner or other person having the charge,
pounds. © forfeit five management, and direction of such Slave or Slaves, such person so offending

shall, for every Slave so employed, forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds
current money, to be recovered and applied in such manner as directed in

Proviso the immediately preceding clause: Provided always, that nothing in this
Notto extend to the clause contained, shall extend, or be construed to extend to any personemploying of Slaves
furnished with licen. Who may employ any Slave or Slaves regularly settled in trade or business,
gee as herein provided and furnished with licenses in the manner provided for in the immediately

Clause 98 preceding clause of this Act.
Any person may ap- And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and
rehend Slaveshaving . °

Pp povtession suger AY be lawful for any person or persons to seize and apprehend any
canes, sugar, &c., or Slave or Slaves in whose possession may be found any sugar canes, sugar,
other articles likely to ‘ ° .
Save been stolen, ond PUM, cotton, ginger, aloes, or other staple and export production of the soil,
take the same away, plate wrought or melted down, iron, lead, copper, pewter, brass, tin, or any
ridona them to the Other article or thing likely to have been stolen, and take from such Slave
owner (ifknown) or Slaves all such goods and articles, unless he, she, or they, be furnished

with a ticket or note descriptive of the same, and within five days after
to restore the same to the lawful owner or owners (if known), on being
paid the sum of five shillings, current money, by such owner or owners,
as and for the trouble of such person or persons in seizing and taking away

Wherethe owner of the same; but if the owner or owners of any article or thing not of a
perishablenatore ean- perishable nature, which may be so seized and taken away, cannot be found
me Peecane tia or known within the said five days, then, and in such case, the person or
sameshall bedelivered PCrSOnS so seizing and taking away the samc, shall deliver the same over to
to the warden of the te . tal pr i : nparish, who is toad, “#€ Warden of the parish in which the same were so seized and take
vertise them three away ; and the said warden shall, and he is hereby directed at the expense
times.
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of the parish, to cause advertisements to be published three times in the
several newspapers of this island, fully describing such articles and things,
and when and where seized, under a penalty of twenty pounds current
moncy, to be recovered before any justice of the peace, as in the case of
servants’ wages, one inolety thereof to the informer, and the other moiety
thereof to the party orpartiesaggrieved ; and every Slave so found in the The Slave from whompossession of any sucharticles or things without a ticket, or note, descrip- any articles are taken
tive of the same as aforesaid, shall be whipped at the discretion of ANY eeeaeerie_ justice of the peace, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, unless he or she of the justice, unlessshall satisfy such justice that the articles or things were lawfully in his or Was ietuty parse
her possession; and if at the end of one month after such articles or things sed of them.
shall be so advertised as aforesaid by the said warden, the same shall not Monn the atticlesarebe claimed by the rightful owner or owners, or being claimed by such "claimed, &c., the
owner or owners, and he, she, or they shall fail or refuse to pay the saidPitree of the
sum of five shillings to the person or persons who seized the same, and Parish.
the expense of such advertisements to the said warden, the said warden
shall, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to sell and ‘dispose of
such articles and things for the uses of the parish: Provided always, that Proviso—
if any Slave liable to be seized and apprehended for having in his or her ta Slaveliable tobe
possession any article or thing contrary to the provisions of this Act, andbeseized underhig
such Slave shall be in charge of any waggon, Cart, cattle, or horses, of any waggon, &c.,belonging to his or her owner, proprieter, or possessor, it shall notoote See iatt
be lawful to seize and detain such Slave to the prejudice of such owner, be detained, and re-proprietor, or possesser, but only to seize and detain the articlesee fo the
or things found in his or her possession, and to make report thereof
to such owner, proprietor, or pessessor within twenty-four hours after, to
the end that all such Slaves may be brought to trial.
And to the end that industrious and honest Slaves may be duly

encouraged in the cultivation of cotton and aloes, and all legal difficulties
to the sale or barter of the same removed, and that they may in ever
respect be entitled to the like protection in the cultivation and sale of thosearticles as at present secured by law to the white and free inhabitants of
the island: Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that where
any Slave or Slaves shall plant cotton or aloes, to his, her, or their own USE, Where Slaves plant
the same shall be reaped under the immediate inspection of sone white Fete ene theperson living on the plantation or place to which such Slave or Slaves sanemust be reapedshall belong; and if there shall be no white person living on the plantationofawhite peoaeor place to which such Slave or Slaves shall belong, then the same shallbe reaped under the inspection of some other fit and proper white person,
and when reaped the same shall be inspected by someone or more of the eed inspected in like
cotton inspectors, in like manner as by law they are required to inspect the Myttecntthewinecotton and aloes of the white and free inhabitants of this island, and certifi- a4 free inhabitants.cates thereof given so as to legalize the same being sold, bartered, or dis-posed of; the person or persons under whose inspection the same wasreaped, making oath before the said cotton inspectors, or some or one ofthem, that the said cotton or aloes was actually and bona fide reaped underhis, her, or their immediate inspection from the lands or gardens of suchSlave or Slaves.

c!And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any white Anywhiteor free per-free person or Slave shall purchase or receive any stolen goods from any fonPurchasinggoodsSlave or Slaves, knowing the same to have been stolen, every such person ing the same to beshall, on conviction thereof, be adjudged as the actual thief or stealer weeny Shallbeputhereof, and be punished accordingly by the court before which such white thie.free person or Slave shall be tried: Provided always, that such conviction g,., ver, notof any such person shall not absolve from punishment the Slave or Slaves, to absolve from pu-. se .
ish: t, the Sl.according to the provision of this Act, from whom such goods were pur- fromwhom the goodschased or received. were purchased.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that where any _ Clause 6.stolen goods shall be found in the custody ofany white or free person, andApiotfree rosthe person from whom the same were stolen, or any other person, cannot session of_ stolenswear or depose against such person in whose custody such goods were eT aeainet at in Baw
found, as the actual thief or stealer thereof, or if it cannot be proved that land,and to be deem-rr, : 4 : d accessary tothe same were purchased or received from any Slave or Slaves, with the the felony after the

fact.

Clause 24.
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knowledgeof their being stolen, every such person shall be proceedeg

against as receivers of stolen goods knowing the same to be stolen are pro.
cecded against in that part of Great Britain called England, and he or she
shall be taken and decmed an accessary to such felony after the fact, and on
conviction thereof before the Court of Grand Sessions, be adjudged the same
punishment as an accessary to the felony after the fact committed:

Proviso Provided always that it shall and may be lawiul for the said Court of Grand
Butbyonler ofthe Sessions, to order and direct such accessaryto be prosecuted as for a mis.

cated as fora misde- demeanour before the principal shall be convicted, as to the said court, from
meanour, before the the nature and circumstances of the case, shall seem proper, and if thereof
principal is convic- . . ? . I

ted. convicted, shall be punished by fine and imprisonment, which shall exempt
such offender from being punished as accessary to the felony, though the
principal should thereof be afterwards convicted, any law, usage, or custom

to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding; and if any Slave shall be
found in the possession of any stolen goods under the circumstance afore.

The offender beinga Said, such Slave shall, on conviction thereof before any justice of the

Slave,to be whipped. neace, be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes.
Clause 27. And whereas great danger and impediment is daily caused to passengers

in the streets and highways, from the riotous and tumultuous squabbles of
Slaves, and from their careless and violent manner of riding and driving
over the roads of this island: Be it therefore further enacted by the ai-

Slaves guilty ofquas- thority aforesaid, that if any Slave or Slaves shalt be guilty of quarrelling,
relling and fighting.or threatening, or fighting with one another, or of insolent language or ges.
of insolent language > ° a

to a white person, &c. tures to or of any white person, or of swearing or uttering any obscene
Greate on theea, Speeches, or of drunkenness, or making, selling, throwing, or firing squibs,
lic roads, or cruelly serpents, or other fireworks, or of cock-fighting or gaming, or of riding
using jorses Or other UPONa faster gait than a walk, or of driving a fastergait than a gentle trot,
wipe to be on any road of this island, or through any of thestreets or Janes of the towns

me of thisisland, or of cruelly whipping, beating, or ill-using any horse, mare,
gelding, mule, ass, or cattle, while under his, her, or their charge in the
drawing of any waggon, cart, carriage, or chaise, or of negligently orimpro-
perly driving, or leaving withouta driver any such waggon, Cart, carriage, or
chaise, or of any disorderly conduct, or misbehaviour in the squares, streets,
lanes, paths, or highways of this island, every such Slave shall, upon con-
viction thereof before any justice of the peace, be whipped at the discretion
of the said justice, according to the nature ofthe offence, not exceeding thirty-

Panishment of preg- Nine stripes, but the punishment of pregnant women in this and all other
jiuprisoument. beby cases shall be committed for imprisonment; and it shall and may be law-

ful for any constable or other person, on any offence being committed in
Slaves committing of. his presence by any Slave or Slaves, contrary to the provisions of this or
fences in presence of anw other Act of this island, to apprehend such Slave or Slaves without a
constable or other « . .
person, may beappre- warrant, and to take him, her, or them, before a justice of the peace, to be

wenled without @ dealt with according to law.
Clause 28. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person,

Apersonof freecon- knowing or having notice from any constable or otherwise, that any Slave

Slave guilty of avy Hath been guilty of any offence against the provisions of the immediately
offence,or obstruct- preceding clause of this Act, and shall harbour, conceal, or convey away any
of'this Act, shall pay SUCH Slave, whether the Slave be or be not his or her own property, in order to
fe onae eae nn screen suchSlave from justice, or shall in any mannerwhatsoever obstruct

ceeding twenty-five, the due execution of this Act, or of any part thereof, or abuse, ill-treat, or
threaten any person or persons for pursuing, enforcing, and putting the
same into execution, every person so offending, if of free condition, shall,
for every such offence, forfeit and pay a sum not less than five pounds, and
not exceeding twenty-five pounds current money of this island, unless where
the same shall otherwise be provided for under this Act, to be recovered in
a summary manner before any justice of the peace, as in the case of ser-
vants’ wages, one moiety thereof to the informer, and the other moiety to

Andifa Slave, to be be paid into the public treasury ; and if the person so offending be a Slave,
Pees he or she shall be whipped at the discretion of any justice of the peace,

not exceeding thirty-nine stripes.
An owner of 2. plane And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person

tation suffering gam- Shall knowingly suffer or permit any species of gambling to be carried on by
: ied . . ° . ° abySlaventobefued Slaves within his or her plantation, property, or premises, such person shall
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for the first offence, on conviction thereof at the Court of Grand Sessions, and imprisoned, and
forfeit the sumof twenty-five pounds current money, and suffer onc month’sfer oneamentfe
imprisonment in the common gaolof this island, and for each subsequent doubled.
offence the like fine, and the imprisonment to be doubled: Provided that Complainttobemade
complaint thereof be made to ajustice of the peace within one month after

the happening of the offence. Clause 20

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the several Constables areto pree
constables within this island are hereby strictly enjoined and required toventSlaves from gam-
use their best endeavours, atall times, to prevent Slaves from gaming, as- Ioe chose be aed
sembling at huckster’s shops, tippling houses, or dram shops, or any Un- may take a guard to
Jawful meetings, and if necessary it shall and may be lawful for them to “Pr &™
take to their aid and assistance a sufficient guard to disperse such Slaves,
and in case of resistance to seize and secure such Slaves, and to take them
before.any justice of the peace, to be examined and dealt with according Justices to punish
to law; and any two justices of the peace are hereby empowered to fine constables for not
all constables neglecting to put the several clauses of this Act into force, Putting this Act in
in the sum of five pounds current money for every offence, or commit him
to gaol not exceeding fourteen days. Clawe 31
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person A Tause 3 wit

shall let or hire to any person’s Slave, or suffer any such Slave, at the in- Jan ofahouse tos
stance or on the credit of any other person, to have the use or ordering of Slave, without the
any land, house, room, or shed, except with the consent of the owner, forfeit five pounds
proprietor, or other person having the lawful charge of such Slave, the per- pre parish.the uses
son so offending shall pay to the churchwarden of the parish where the
land, house, room, or shed may be situate, at the rate of five pounds cur-
rent money per month for every such Slave, for so long atime as he or she
shall have the use, ordering, or possession of any such land, house, room,
or shed as aforesaid, to be recovered by such churchwarden before any
justice of the peace, as in the case of servants’ wages,and applied to the
uses of such parish.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave _“!ase32.

shall commit any theft or larceny, or be discovered in the attempt to commit 4,S13ve whe, shall
any theft or larceny under the value of forty shillings, or shall stealor be dig- covered in the at-
covered in the attempt to steal any canes, trash, cane-tops, corn-stalks, peas thetor larceny,um.
trees, cotton wood, fruit, goods, or chattels, on any ground provision whatso- der the value offorty
ever, whether the same be growing or not growing, under the value of forty stealofbe discovered
shillings, or shall be guilty of any offence which by the laws of England, or @theattempttosteal
the laws in force in this island, would, in the case of a white or free co-amit any offence
person, be deemed petit larceny, misdemeanour, or other inferior offence, 8 You im the case. ; ye ofa white orfree per-
for the trial of which no other provision has been made, every Slave so son, bepetit larceny,
offending, and being brought to trial before two or more justices of the fej7,(0.be mpirred
peace of this island, upon complaint of the party injured, or of any person
in his or her behalf, and being convicted thereof, shall suffer such corporal
punishment not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, and imprisonment ‘not
exceeding three months, or either, with or without hard labour, in
the public service, as such justices shall think proper, due regard
being always had to the circumstances of the case, and to the age, sex,
state of health, condition, and character of the Slave to be sopunished: Justices trying any
Provided always, that the justices before whom any offender under this offender under this
clause. may be brought for trial, shall, in awarding punishment, bewelled thathe was not
satisfied that the offender was not driven to the deed from a want of food; driven to weoeet
and in case it should appear, on proper inquiry, that such offender was on "
that account urged to the commission of the offence, the justices shall,
and they are hereby required to lessen the punishment in proportion to the g,wwait appear that
excitement which led to the offence. And where, on the trial of any Slave au owner cannot af-
for any such offence as aforesaid, it shall appear that the owner of such ergnecessary feane
Slave cannot afford the necessary food for his or her subsistence, the act- protector is to take
ing protector of Slaves, shall, by the order of the said justices, take tem- ofiteSlave and hina
porary possession of such Slave, and have him or her hired out, and his or im out until the
her hire paid to such owner, until his or her circumstances shall be arevettered:
bettered, or he or she shall be able to dispose of such Slave or Slaves 5 gut if it appear that
but if it shall appear to the said justices, that the owner of any such Slave the owner had the

means and withheldhad ample means to furnish such Slave with food, and withheld the same, the same, the justices
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iustices shall on conviction of such Slave, order and direct such corporal punishment, impri-
unishment, imprisonment and hard labour, or imprisonment without hard jemuest,andhard la-

jabour, either together or separately to be inflicted on him orher, assuch —
justice shall think proper, such corporal punishment not exceeding thirty
nine stripes, and such imprisonment not to exceed the term of six
months; and in all cases where, from such treatment as above sct forth, Whenfrom any suck

mo ay 2 +, treatment any h G4]any horned cattle, horse, mare, mule, or ass, shall be killed, or shall die cattle &c. shallbe
within ten days next after the offence committed, although the carcass, or killed or die, within
any part of the flesh thereof may not be stolen, such Slave shall be tried jn uysier the of
for such killing or death at the Court of Grand Sessions, and on convictionatthe court of Grand

Sessions and punished
thereof shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall suffer death without death, transpor-
benefit of clergy, transportation for life, imprisonment, and hard labour, or tome cis as the. . oF, ° . . court shall thi ro-
imprisonment without hard labour, as the court shall, on consideration ofper. oe
all the circumstances of the case, think proper.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases Clause35.

, “4 ‘ : . ‘ When Slaves are sen.where any Slave or Slaves shall be put upon his, her, or their trial, and tenced to death ng
shall receive sentence of death, or transportation for life, the jury at the transportation for life

: . . ; ; ; ' their value to be as-time of trying such Slave or Slaves, shall also inquire upon their oaths, what ivl by thejury,
sum or sums of money the owner, proprietor, or possessor of the said Slave by phon they oe. .

rie t ; oe

ought to receive ; provided that such sum or sums of money do not exceed (1),.Mired neande
the sum of one hundred pounds current money of this island, for each Slave each, and paid to the
so sentenced as aforesaid, and the court before whom such Slave or Slaves tee tie public
may be tried, shall make certificate thereof to the treasurer of this island,
for the time being, therein requiring the said treasurer to pay (who is direct-
ed to pay) the value of said Slave or Slaves, to the owner or owners therecf;
and where any such Slave or Slaves shall be owned by any person or PeIf the owner be only
sons, who is or are only tenant or tenants for life, the jury at the time of feusnt,for life, the. . : . jury shall apportion
assessing the value of such Slave or Slaves, shall also settle and determine ‘the sum between him
what part or parts of such sum or sums of money shall be paid to the m4 the remainder-
tenant or tenants for life, and what part or parts thereof shall be paid to
the person or persons next in remainder, or reversion of such Slave or
Slaves, and which shall be binding on all parties interested in any such
Slave or Slaves; subject, nevertheless, and without prejudice, to any Creditors on such
claims which may be preferred to the said treasurer, by any creditor or Saves te receive the
creditors having liens on such Slave or Slaves, whose claims and demands
shall be paid in due priority, out of the sum or sums of money at which
such Slave or Slaves may be so valued as aforesaid,
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case upon Clause 36.. : : Slaves may be foundany accusation against any Slave or Slaves for murder, where malice pre- guilty of manslaugh-

pense shall not be proved to the satisfaction of the jury, such jury shall be ter, and punished not
at liberty to find such Slave or Slaves guilty of manslaughter, if the nature pan = ©
of the case shall require it, and the Slave or Slaves so found guilty of man-
slaughter shall suffer such punishment as the court shall think proper to
inflict, not extending to life or limb. .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatif any white, Clause a7.

free-colored, free-black person or Slave shall wilfully, maliciously, and At white, freeper-
unlawfully pretend to any magical and supernatural charm or power, in fully pretending to
order to promote the purposes of insurrection or rebellion of the Slaves prepatal power,
within this island, or to injure or affect the life or health of any person insurrection, or to
whomsoever, or wilfully and maliciously shall use and carry on the wicked person, or *wilfally
and unlawful practice of Obeah, and shall be thereof convicted at thePractising Obeah, to
Court of Grand Sessions, the offender shall suffer death without benefit ofportauen
clergy, or transportation as the said court shall think proper. ;
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any white, Clause 3s.

free-coloured, free-black person or Slave wilfully and maliciously in the Any white,freeper-
practice of Obeah, or otherwise shall mix or prepare, or have in his or her practice of’ Obeah,
possession, any poison, or any noxious or destructive substance, or thing Hoshall prepare oF
with an intent to administer to any person or persons whomsoever, or wil- poison or any de-
fully and maliciously, shall actually administer to, or cause to be adminis- ith detent aces
tered to, or taken by any person whomsoever, any poison, or any noxious minister orshall ad-

. ° iniste I Ooor destructive substance, or thing whatsoever, although death may NOt person,withtheaiders
ensue, every such offender, together with his or her counsellors, aiders, or 24 abettors to suffer

death, transportation,abettors knowing of, and being privy to such evil intentions and offences, croter pamtnene
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shall, upon conviction thereof at the Court of Grand Sessions, suffer death
without benefit of clergy, transportation, or such other punishment ag the
said court shall think proper.

Clause 39. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person
eee ee ravine or persons pretending to have the power of divination, shall in any manner,

tion and practice of or by any means whatsoever, carry on or practice what is commonly called
fortune telling, fortune telling, or shall pretend to possess the charm or power of discover.

ing or leading to the discovery of any lost or stolen goods, articles, or
things, and shail practice or attempt. to practice the same in any manner,
or by any means whatsoever, every person convicted thereof, before an

if Slaves, to be whip- Justice of the peace, and being aSlave, shall be whipped, imprisoned, oy
ped, imprisoned, or worked in the public service, at the discretion of the said justice, such
srvice; "PY Whipping not to exceed thirty-nine stripes, and such imprisonment or

working in the public service not to exceed one month; and a white, free.
ifoffreecondition, coloured, or free black person,he or she shall forfeit and pay a sum of not

than ten pounds, and less than ten pounds, and not exceeding twenty-five pounds currency, tg
potexceedingtwenty- be recovered as in the case of servants’ wages, one moiety thereof to the

" informer, and the other moiety to be paid into the public treasury.
Clanse 40. nee furtherenacted by reauthorityaforesaid, thatifanyperson

The wilful murder of Shall wilfully and maliciously kill and murder, or cause to be killed an
tobe uachedpy Murdered any Slave, whether such Slave be the property of the person so
death without benett killing and murdering, or causing the killing or murdering, or of any other
ofclergy person or persons, such person so offending, shall, on conviction thereof

at the Court of Grand Sessions, by the testimony of any one or more
credible witness or witnesses, be adjudged guilty of felony, and shall
suffer death without benefit of clergy: Provided always, that such convic-

but not to extend to tion shall not extend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of
the corrupting the lands, tenements, Slaves, goods, or chattels, any law, custom, or usage, to
pe oni’ the contrary notwithstanding.

Clanse 41. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person
Aperson whokillsbyshall unfortunately kill or maim by accident the Slave of another, such
another, shall only person shall only be liable to an action at law by the owner of such Slave,
pay the value. vitea £0T the value of the Slave so killed or maimed; but if any Slave shall be
whilst committing killed whilst in the act of committing or attempting to commit any robbery
tielty orbreaking @'or theft, or in the act of breaking at night into any house, outhouse, or
en or setting fire at negro-house, or in the act of setting fire, either at night or in the day-time,
night v7 in the day to . .
any house, &e., the tO any house, outhouse, negro-house, canes, stacks of cane-trash, cane-
person sokilling, shall tops, Corn stalks, pea-trees, or cotton-wood, or stacks of dry fuel, or piles

nly ratherwce. Of luraber, or whilst maliciously setting fire to any property of any value,
the person or persons killing any such Slave, shall not be punished for the
same, either criminally or otherwise, any law, usage, or custom, to the con-
trary notwithstanding.

Clause 49. And. be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave
slave wilfully shall wilfully strike or assault any white person, such Slave shall for the

son,far the fretof. first offence, on conviction thereof, before any two justices of the peace,
fence,tosuffer im- suffer imprisonment with or without hard labour in the public service,not
Without labour, and exceeding six months, and corporal punishment not exceeding thirty-nine
Fee ranting of Stipes ;and for a repetition of the like offence, be tried at the Court of
the offence, to be Grand Sessions, and be punished with transportation for life, imprison-
eres wit ment, and hard labour in the public service, or imprisonment without such
or without hard la- hard labour, according to the nature of the offence, and the circumstances
bour, wove Of the case as the court shall in its discretion think proper to inflict.
That the striking be Provided that such striking or assault be not in the necessary defence and
not in d eereon “° protection of his or her owner's person or property.
Property. as. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave
A Slave who strikes Shall strike his or her master or mistress, such Slave shall, upon conviction
pis faster of mistress thereof before the Court of Grand Sessions, suffer death without benefit
death or transporta- Of clergy, transportation, solitary confinement, or such corporal punish-
uon. ment as the nature of the offence may deserve, and as the court in its dis-

cretion shall think proper to inflict.
Clause 44. Whereas it is highly expedient to restrain owners and other persons hay-

ing the government and direction of Slaves from discriminately, wantonly,
or cruelly exercising the power they possess over their Slaves: and whereas
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the cruclty of punishment by flogging necessarily depends much more
upon the manner of inflicting it, than upon the number of stripes, it is there-
fore deemed most conducive to the ends of humanity, to-trust to the dis-
cretion and good feelings of the justices before whom complaints of such
offences shall be made: Be it therefore further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that if any person shall commit any wanton act or acts of cruelty A person wlo wan-
towards any Slave or Slaves, or if the same shall be committed by his or (uly commits cruelty
her direction or order, or with his or her knowledge, privity,or consent, or whipping, bruising oF
shall wantonly, maliciously, and cruelly whip, beat, or bruise any Slave or beatinanehe
Slaves, or keep in confinement without sufficient food and support any Slave tices not less than
or Slaves, or shall suffer; permit, cause, or procure the same to be done, {%M,Ave,,,pomds
whether such Slave or Slaves may or may not belong to him or her, such hundred pounds.
person or persons shall and may be summoned before any twojustices of the
peace to answer for the offence, and such justices are hereby ordered and
empowered on conviction thereof, to impose a penalty on the person so
offending of not less than twenty-five pounds, and not exceeding one hundred
pounds currency, according to the nature of theoffence ; and it shall and
may be lawful for any justice of the peace, and he is hereby authorized and
required upon complaint or information of any offence aforesaid, beingA justice on informa-
made or given to him by any person whomsoever, whether ‘such person be tion of any offence,ta
a white free coloured, or free black person, or a Slave, to: summon the andtheSlave alleged
offender or offenders, and such Slave or Slaves so alleged to have been Iy puniched edte
cruelly punished, and all such witnesses as may be material to prove the take examinations
said offence, and to take down the examination of such offender or offen- aeineeet the Slate
ders in writing, and also the state, appearance, marks, and condition of the a4 to join to him
Slave or Slaves, and all other circumstances that may be necessary to prove hearthecomplaimte.
the fact, and to join to him some other justice of the peace, and to
examine into the alleged offence, which if proved to their satisfaction, they
shall set a fine on the offender or offenders, not less than twenty-five pounds
currency, and not more than one hundred pounds currency each, for every
Slave so cruelly punished as aforesaid, whether such Slave or Slaves may or
may not belong to such offender or offenders; but if such offence cannot be Ifthe offencebe not
fully proved, and the Slave or Slaves so alleged to have been cruellythemarksof recent
punished shall be produced before the said justices, and if the marks orcr a osbing appear
traces of recent and cruel flogging,laceration, or punishment shall appear Slave, Ndeclare the
on the person or persons of such Slave or Slaves, and if such Slave or Slaves quootcteuet ants
shall, before the said justices, declare such marks or traces to be the con- ment,the accused tosequence of such cruel and unlawful punishment or correction, and being °° “™eredeuiltys
duly examined by the said justices, shall make a particular, consistent, and
probable statement of all the circumstances attendant on such cruel and
unlawful punishment, then and in every such case, although such Slave or althongh such Slave
Slaves may not be a competent witness or witnesses within the provisions may not bea compe-of this Act, yet the party or parties accused, shall thereupon be considered “¢, *itnes* other-
guilty of the offence, and be convicted in any sum not exceeding and not cused by his ownoathless than the penalty aforesaid, unless such party or parties shall by his, ble witnessshalldiher, or their oath or oaths, or by the oath or oaths of some credible wit. Prove the charge.
ness or witnesses, prove that the punishment of which the marks or traces
may be apparent, was not inflicted by him, her, or them, or by his, her, or
their procurement, or with his, her, or their knowledge orconsent: Provided
always, that if any Slave or Slaves shall make complaint of any such offence
as aforesaid, and upon the hearing thereof before the said Justices, the same Slaves. making frivo-
shall appear to them to be frivolous, vexatious, or unfounded, the saidfowndea corejustices are hereby directed and required to order every such Slave to be tobe punished by or-whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, and imprisoned with or without °" “Mester
labour in the public service for any time not exceeding three months.
And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that ifany white or Clause 45.

ree person shall maim, mutilate, or dismember; or cause to be maimed,Anywhiteortreeper-mutilated, or dismembered any Slave or Slaves, whether such Slave or Seerie OF,ciseSlaves may or may not belong to him or her, he or she shall, for every such to be punsied at the
offence, be prosecuted at the Court of Grand Sessions, and upon convictiongeenns vitethereof shall be punished by fine, to be paid into the public treasury of the hundred pounds, and
island, and imprisonment, or either, as the court shall think fit; such fine yobrsonment notlessthan six months,not to be less than one hundred pounds currency, and such imprisonment
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not to be less than six months for each and every Slave so mainied, my.
The court shallaward tilated, or dismembered, and the said court shall award the yearly interest
the yearly interest of oy a proportion of the interest of the saidfine, to be paid to the said Slave
tion ofit, to bepaid for life by the treasurer of this island; and it shall and may be lawful for
tothe Slave for life. the judge and justices of the said Court of Grand Sessions, and they are
AShwve maimed by hereby required, to order and adjudge such Slave or Slaves if maimed,
Aeoanaction by the mutilated, or dismembered by his, her, or their owner, or by the direction
acting protector,andofsuch owner, to be delivered to and taken possession of by the acting
io ae rehute and protector of Slaves for the time being, to be by him forthwith sold and
the money paid into disposed of to some person of good and humane repute, for the best price
the treasury. that can be obtained for the same, and {he money arising by such sale to

be paid over into the public treasury for the uses of the public; but if

Where there are ere. there be any debt or debtsaffecting Nhe said Slave or Slaves, then and in
ditors it shall be paid Such Case the money shall be paid to the creditor or creditors of his, her, or
to them, their owner in due priority. And itis rerebyfareenacted, that

such sale from the said acting protector shall be held anddeemed competent
and sufficient in law to vest “he absolute property in, and to give 2good

Proviso title to the purchaser or purchasers of such Slave or Slaves. Provided
Where an owner is always, that if any owner or proprietor guilty of any of the offences in this.
ne fevant forMes clause mentioned, shall be only tenant for life, in such case the estate
may take possession, for life shall be forfeited, and the person next in remainder or reversion
gubjectto all encumr shal] forthwith be entitled to the possession ofsuch SlaveorSlaves, and

, may enter and take possession of him, her, or them, accordingly, subject
nevertheless, in the hinds of such reversioner or remainder-man, ‘all Wens
and encumbrances attaching on and affecting the life-estate of such offender;

An owner commit. and for a second offence being committed by any person on his or her other
ting a second since Slave or Slaves, he or she shall forfeit the possession of the whole of his or
shall forfeit the pos- her property in lands and Slaves, and the same shall become vested in certain
Session Croperty ie trustees, to be appointed by the governor or commander-in-chief of this
lands and Slaves, and Island for the time being, and council, to be thereafter, by the said trustees;
the fame shalt its conducted for the benefit of such owner or proprietor, and his or her cre.
conductedforhisbe- ditors, and all others interested therein; but if such offender shall be
terestedorsold Ly tenant in fee simple, and he or she shall so desire it, such property in
the acting protector. lands and Slaves shall and may, by an order of the governor or com-

mander-in-chief of the island for the time being, and council, be sold by
the acting protectorof Slaves, and the money to arise by such sale shall
be paid to the creditors, if any, of such owner, and if there be no such

If the offender be Creditors, then to the owner, for his or her use or uses; butif such offender
only tenant for hfe, shall be only tenant for life, in such case the property shall be vested in
the property to be
vested in trustees trustees as aforesaid during the life of such tenant, and the person so
enaars to be Offending shall, for such second offence, be rendered incapable of holding
incapable of holding the possession of, or having any control, management, or direction what-
over'Slaces.” “""*! soever over Slaves: and be it further enacted, that the said acting pro-
The acting protector tector of Slaves shall have and receive, and be allowed to deduct a com.
to be allowed a com-
mmissionforselling the mission of fifty shillings by and out of every one hundred pounds which,

 

Property. under the provisions of this Act, shall be raised by him in the sale of
any Slaves or other property, as and for his trouble in selling the same.

Clause 46. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all punish+
1 he whipped , oo, . . , .

Slavesto be whipped ments by whipping prescribed by this Act, as also all private punishments
ments and in like DY OF under the orders of the owners or proprietors of Slaves, or other
manner as practised persons lawfully authorized thereto, shall be inflicted with the like instru-
in his Majesty’s army : * ° . . : ° :and navy, exeept ment, and in the like manner now in the use and practice in his Majesty's
where8eriein. army or navy, and in no other manner whatever, except in private punish-
ferred. ments, where a milder instrument may be preferred and used; and where the
Female Slaves to be punishment of female Slaves by whipping shall be necessary, the same

Pot lecent ‘manner, shall be inflicted in private, and in a decent manner, without any un-
and when pregnant, heCessary exposure ofthe body of any such female Slave ; and where any

gud not whipped. ’female Slave shall be in a state of pregnancy, she shall not, on any pres

tence whatsoever, be punished in any other way than by confinement}
Persons offending ANG if any person shall offend against the provisions of this clause, every
ae hetae forge Such person shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of ten
ten pounds. pounds current money of this island, to be recovered before any justice of

the peace, as in the case of servants’ wages.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person Clause 47.
. ce whatsoever, shall fix, or cause tc 1X etal c Any person fixing @on any preten H > ’ a » be fixed, any metal collar cole Chan eo

round the neck of any Slave, whether such Slave be his or her own property irons onaSlave,to he
or otherwise, or shall fix, or place, or cause to be fixed or placed, anySesion & wonane
chains, weights, or irons, of any kind, shape, or form whatsoever on thebyfine aud imprisone
body or limbs of any Slave, such person shall be prosecuted at the Court of™°*
Grand Sessions, and’ punished by fine and imprisonment at the diserction
of the court. Provided always, that nothing in this clause contained shal] 07'sof refractory

1 2 ‘ee . or runawa’ avesprevent owncrs of Slaves from confining refractory and disorderly Slaves, sau confine themim
or such as are addicted to run away in iron or wooden stocks, or secures
places of confinement, or by other means of security, so that such Slaves
are thereby confined without bodily hurt, and all and every the justicesof Justicesare empower-

. 8 . . collars,
the peace of this island are hereby authorized, directed, and empowered, oat,nnte
on information of such offence, and view of such Slaves, to order such collar, taken off from Slaves,chains, weights, or irons, to be immediately taken off, from the Slave. or
Slaves bearing the same. Provided also, and to the end that runaway _Proviso—
or refractory Slaves may be fully punished, be it further enacted, that if ehector ownerof
the owner, proprietor, or possessor of any runaway or refractory Slave or away Slavescan satise° , 1 tisfacti f : : fya justice that theSlaves shall make it appear to the satisfaction o any justice of the peace improper conduct o€
upon his or her own oath, or the oath of any credible witness or witnesses, Slaves was not occa-
that such the improper conduct of such Slave er Slaves was not occasioned Feeds on by true
for the want of food or clothing, or from cruel treatment, it shall and may freatment, he may. . ‘ . issne a warrant for
be lawful for such justice by his warrant to commit such Slave or Slaves tu committing such

-¢ 1 ' 7 : va 1 7 Sl to the Slavethe said Slave prison, or the gaol, there to be confined with or withoutprison, tobe confined
labour on the treadmill or otherwise, for any time not exceeding six months, therein and worked,
and such Slave or Slaves during such time shall be fed at the publicnotcxceeding six
expense. Provided always that no maimed, diseased, or wnserviceable Previso—
Slave, shall, under the authority of this clause, be committed to the saidDiseasedorunservices

.
abie ves 1 oOSlave prison or gaol,  ontined:

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave — ciause as.. , : : : ; : A Slave who shall dis-shall discover and give information of any evil designs or plots of anycover and give infor.
other Slave or Slaves, or of any free person or persons of any descriptionmatiodof any intend

a I 1 7 , 7 > ; 7 4 ed insurrection, or thewhatsoever, for the beginning, encouraging, or keeping up of any IISUP- concealment of gun-
rection, rebellion, or of the possession or concealment by any Slave or powder orwarlikein-
Slaves, of any gunpowder or mischievous or warlike instruments, for the y's: Otte
purpose of insurrection or rebellion, whereby the accused shall be thereofand the accused shall¢ “ . . . . ° e convicte: reo!legally convicted, every such Slave so causing such conviction as aforesaid, tho me ohn
shall be appraised at his or her full value, not exceeding two hundred pounds Slave 0 informing,

. : . not exceeding twocurrent money, by the jury before whom the accused may be tried, and hundredpounds, shall
the court shall make certificate thereof to the treasurer of this island for the be paid the owner.
time being, requiring him to pay, and he is hereby directed to pay, the
value of such Slave to the owner thereof. And be it further enacted, that The Slave to be freed
such Slave so making such discovery, and giving such information as afore~ 27d%n" at the publicexpense to any place
said, shall, on full conviction of the accused as aforesaid, be declared free,he maydesire,and be
and shall accordingly from thenceforth be absolutely free to all intents and aunum;
purposes whatsoever, and shall at the public expense be sent wherever
his or her wishes may point out, and be paid the annual sum of ten pounds pati the Stavepre-
current money, from the public treasury; but should such Slave prefer fer remaining in the

owner’s possession toremaining in his or her owner’s possession to being freed, such Slave shall being set free, he
i 1 as tu. nds Shall be allowedin that case annually and every year be paid the sum of twenty-five pounds twanty-five yourds
current money from the public treasury during his or her natural life. ——_per annum.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any white, Clause ag.

free black, or free coloured person shall sell, barter, or give to any SlaveAwhite or free per-
or Slaves, any gunpowder, warlike or mischievous weapon or Weapons, OF give to a Slave gun-: . . , ; A S owder or weaponsany poison, noxious or destructive drug, substance, or thing, and the same sr any poison or deeshall be established to the satisfaction of any two.justices of the peace, the siraciive drug, shall
said justices are hereby authorized and empowered to set a fine upon thebe fined ine ate

. ° . © * operson so offending in any sum not exceeding the sum of fifty pounds, current pounds.
money of this island ; but if such offence cannot be fully proved, and the Slave qe the offence cannot

, , ow i i i be fully proved, andor Slaves to whom any such gunpowder, warlike or mischievous weapon or be fullyj eveds and
Weapons, or such poison, noxious or destructive drug, substance, or thing, the same were sold

. . 5 ' ; or given shall makeWas or were alleged to have been sold, bartered, or given by any sucho given shall wnal.
Person shall be produced before the said justices, and shall make a parti- ment of all the cir-
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, or their, owner's or proprietor’s service, or conceal him, her, or owner's service, or
his, er shall entertain, harbour, secrete, or employ any Slave or Slaves, nae to forfeit

who may be absent or run away from such service, such person so offending ten pounds 0 the

hall for every such offence upon conviction thereof, by his or her own CON- shillings per day

f sion, or the oath of any one or more credible witness or witnesses, before foreachSlave unlaw-
Ley justices of the peace, be adjudged to pay and shall pay to the "7"
aed erorproprietor of such Slave or Slaves, the sum of ten pounds current

mone for each and every such Slave, and the further sum of ten shillings,

Hike current money, for every day, or any part ofa day, which the offender

shall be proved or adjudged to have unlawfully detained any such Slave,

contrary to the provisions of this Act; and in case any complainant, under this

clause, cannot fully support his or her complaint, it shall and may be law- 1the complaint can-

ful to and for the said justices, and they are hereby authorized and em- aoaede the efully
powered to examine the party complained against, uponhis oF her oath,ed to be examinedon

touching the matter of such complaint, and which examination shall. be oath touching
held, taken, and considered as good evidence for the purposes aforesaid.

But if any offender legally summoned, and return thereof made to the said The offendersumnmon-
justice, upon the oath of the constable, (except in case of extraordinaryor appearing shall re

sickness, so as to disable him or her,) shall neglect or refuse to appear, ‘or fosepoe eet Gsthe
appearing shall refuse to be sworn and examined in manner as aforesaid, so confesso.
the complaint shall be taken pro confesso, and the said justice shall give
judgment thereon accordingly, as if the same had been otherwise fully
proved. And the said justices before whom any such offender shall be , penalty of two
tried, are hereby strictly enjoined to command and direct him or her to hundred poundste

deliver and restore to the complainant, and into his or her safe POSSESSION, PeiPoseeon ae be

each and every such Slave or Slaves, and in default or refusal thereof theliver upa Slave to the

said justices shall further adjudge such offender to forfeit and pay the sum°*®*r
of two hundred pounds, current money of this island, as and for thevalue

of each and every Slave so detained: Provided nevertheless, thatif any —p,....4_
Slave or Slaves so entertained, harboured, secreted, or employed, contrarySach,penalty not to

to the provision of this Act, shall happen to die a natural death, at any der if the Slave die
time before the day of complaint, or between that day and the time Ofbetore judgmentpass.
giving judgment as aforesaid, and the same be duly proved to the satisfac-
tion of the saidjustices, by the oath of any one or more credible witness
or witnesses, such offender shall not be liable to the forfeiture of two

hundred pounds current money, as and for the value of such Slave as
aforesaid, any thing in this Act to the contrary notwithstanding. And if staves guitty of any
any Slave shall be guilty of any offence under the provision of this clause,offence| ren nis
he or she shall on conviction thereof be whipped, at the discretion of any
justice of the peace, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes.—
And be it further enacted by the authorityaforesaid, that where any Clause 54.

Slaves unlawfully detained contrary to the provisions of this Act, are orfullydetnwed claw.
shall be lent, rented, or hired out, the borrower, renter, or hirer, shall Not ed out, thebier shal

incur the penalties imposed by this Act, unless such borrower, renter, or Pot ienrany penalty
unless he refuse to re-

hirer, shall refuse to restore any such Slaves, or either of them, when law- store them when law-
‘ . » hin fully demanded, butfully demanded or recovered, but the person Icnding, renting, or hiring jf person Ririog

out, shall be liable and subject to all such penalties, and be levied upon them out to be liable
. . . to the penalties.for the same accordingly: And be it further enacted, that if any person OF persons lawfully pos-

persons shall be lawfully possessed of the Slave or Slaves of any other neznedof the Slaves
person or persons, as attorney, overseer, agent, renter, or otherwise, for ge., and shall refuse

Palaer irati to deli hi toany certain time or term, and shall, after the end and expiration thereof,todeliver1 Samer,
refuse to deliver up and restore such Slave or Slaves to the lawful owner shall bedeclared wn-
or owners, every such person shall be declared an unlawful detainer, and cheat toteed
shall be subject and liable to the like forfeitures, as hereinbefore appointed,tiesin this Act.

in cases of the unlawful detaining of Slaves. . .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave rutin SS oe

shall run away, or absent himself or herself from the service of his or her to hear comleteteoi
owner, proprietor, or other person, having the lawful charge or direction owners against hele
of such Siave, or if any Slave shall misbehave himself or herself to his or away, or otherways
her owner, proprietor, or other person having the lawful charge of him or misbehaving, and to

her, and such owner, proprietor, or other person as aforesaid, shall think (yners may not wish
fit to prefer a complaint for the same before any justice of the pcacc, in- to exercise their own

an : : : oat authority,Stead of exercising his or her authority on the occasion, such Justice, to
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whom any such complaint shall be made, shall, and he is herebydirected
to hear and determine the same, and upon conviction thereof, to sentence
such Slave to be whipped, at the discretion of the said justice, not exceed.
ing thirty-nine stripes, or to be worked in the public service for any time
not exceeding six months.

Clause 56. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any justice of
Any justice, or other are ‘ . " © ott
person having a jus- the peace, or any other person having a watrant of a justice of the peace

placetie’s warrant may for that purpose, shall and may, upon notice given of the harbouring
not exceeding twenty OF Places of any fugitive Slaves, raise and arm a guard of any number of
men, to search for men, not exceeding twenty, to apprehend and take them, and the said
away Slaves. Guard SUard shall be entitled to the sum of fifty shillings, current money of this
to ie oa tline island, to be paid by the owner or possessor of every fugitive Slave taken
for each runaway Dy them, on such Slave being delivered into the possession of such owner
Riveom. PPrehended or possessor, which, if not forthwith paid, shall and may be recovered be.
yee fore any justice of the peace, as in the case of servants’ wages ; and if in
If any Slave resist the the taking of any such fugitive Slave as aforesaid, such Slaves shallresist
soa at! ofthea he the authority of the guard with arms or weapons of offence, and any of
killed or wounded, them, in consequence of such resistance, shall be killed or wounded
bepenned "tthe said guard, the said guard, or any one or more of them, shal! not

punished or punishable for the same either criminally or otherwise,any
law to the contrary notwithstanding.

iC And in order to give due encouragement to Slaves, be it further enacted
take up a rauaway, DY the authority aforesaid, that every Slave or Slaves who shall take u
cr inform againt aany runawa ave or Slaves, or inform against any person wh ‘ .
Con Meaney bowr or conceal any runaway Slave or Slaves, so that such runawaySh
that he he tahen, auch orSlaves may be taken and restored to his, her, or their owner or owners,
titled 10 twelve +ml- Proprietor or proprietors, every such Slave or Slaves so taking up any such
lings and fixpence, runaway Slave or Slaves, or so informing as aforesaid, shall be entitled to
the runaway: the suin of twelve shillings and sixpence, ta be paid by the owner or
— owners, proprietor or proprietors, of such runaway Slave or Slaves, and

whe pat, to he tes wnich, if not forthwith paid, the same shall be recovered before any justice
coveied by complaintOf the peace, as in the case of servants’ wages, upon complaintofth
to a justice. or proprietor cf the Slave or Slaves entitled to the same, or upon thecom.

plaint of the acting protector of Slaves.
Clause 58. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all cases

Wienpenalties arenot otherwise provided for, where any forfeitures or penalties shall be
heydretowneene awarded by any justiceor justices of the peace under any of the provisions
cations directed 10 a of this Act, suchjusticeor justices at the time of awarding the same, shall
the same as servants ISSUe an execution or executions, under his or their hand and seal, or
wages, hands and seals directed to any constable for levying and raising such for-
Constables to have £¢itures or penalties, as in the case of servants’ wages, and the constables
the like fees as the levying executions under the authority of this Act, shall be entitled to
Provost marsual. © demand and receive the like fees as the provost marshal of the Courts of

Common Pleas within this island, is entitled to demand and receive on
levying executions to him directed from the said courts.

Clanse 59. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person
Parchasers of effects or persons, who, on the sale at outcry of any goods, chattels, or effectsb
Actwhodonotpayfor Virtue of this Act, shall happen to be the highest bidder or bidders, shall
themwithintwenty not pay the sum by him, her, or them, bid at such sale at outcry within
per cent more, to he Wenty days after, then, and in such case, the justiceor justices awarding
raisedby a justice’ the judgment or judgments in satisfaction of which such goods, chattels,

or effects may be sold, or any other justiceor justices of the peace shall
and may issue, awit of twenty per cent against the person or persons
who shall so fail in payment, directed to any constable, to be proceeded
on in the same manner as writs of twentypercent issuing fromthe judges

The effeets purchased of the Common Pleas. And for satisfying which writ, the goods, chattels,
liable for the pur- OF effects so purchased, shall be subject and liable, prior and preferable to
chase-money,andany any other debt or demand against such purchaser or purchasers, and what
by sale of the pur- Le same shall prove insufficient for raising, shall be levied and raised on
chaser’s other estate- any other estate of such purchaser or purchasers. And in case any con-
If the constable shall stable, to whom any execution or writ of twenty per cent shall be directed,
receipt. of monies SHall, after raising the whole or any part of the money, for which the same
raised under any writ Issued, neglect to pay the same over within ten days, to the person or persons
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1.

(No. 82.) An Act for the Governing of Negroes,

_ WHEREAS the plantations and estates of this island cannot be fully Preamble.
managed and brought into use without the labour and serviceof a great num-
ber of Negroes and other Slaves: And forasmuch as the said Negroes and Vid.No. 91, 92, 98,
other Slaves, brought unto the people of this island for that purpose areof1617 14! 180, 196,
parbarous. wild, and sayage nature, and such as renders them wholly un-.ad 901.

ualified to be governed by the laws, customs, and practices of our nation.
It therefore, becoming absolutely necessary that such other constitutions,
laws, and orders should be in this island framed and enacted for the good
regulating or orderingof them, as mayboth restrain the disorders, rapines,
and‘inhumanities to which they are naturally prone and inclined, with

such encouragements and allowances as are fit and needful to their sup-
port, that from both, this island through the blessing of God thercon may be
preserved, his Majesty’s subjects in their lives and fortunes secured, and the
Negroes and other Slaves be well provided for, and guarded {rom the
cruelties and insolences of themselves or other ill-tempered people or
owners: ‘To which purpose be it enacted and ordained, by the Right Clanse 1.

Yonourable Edwin Steede, his Majesty’s Lieutenant Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief of this and other the Caribbee Islands, the Honourable
the Council and General Assembly of this. Island, and by the Authority
of the same, that no master, mistress, commander, or overscer of any Nomaster to give his

family in this island, shall give their Negroes or ather Slaves, leave onoutof his‘plantation,
Sabbath days, holydays, or any other time, to go out of their plantations, except such aswait

, . : N . : very
except such Negro or other Slave as usually wait upon them at home of or with a ticket un-
abroad, wearing a livery; and no other Negro or other Slave, except with ¢& ishand, specify:
a ticket under the master or mistress’s hand, or some other person by his for return.
or her’ appointment, specifying the time allowed for his or her return,
upon pain of forfeiting for every Negro or other Slave so licensed to go
abroad, two shillings ‘and sixpence sterling; half of the said fine to beponttno.shit
to the informer, and the other to the public treasury. And if any master,Anymaster,&c.find-

ing any Slave in their
mistress, commander, or overseer of a plantation, shall find any Negro or wintation without
other Slave in theirplantation at any time withoutaticket, or business from such ticket, or busi-
his said master, and do not apprehend them, or endeavour so to do, and guadott ne. smote,
having ar prehénded them, shall not punish them with a moderate whip- pend ‘and whip them,
ping; shall forfeit ten shillings sterling, to be dispased of as is aforesaid. eee
And for that as itis absolutely necessary to the safety of this place, that

all due care be taken to restrain the wanderings and meetings of Negroes
and other Slaves, at all times, more especially on Saturday nights, Sundays,
and other holydays, and their using and carrying of clubs, wooden swords,
or other mischievous and dangerous weapons, or using or keeping of
drums, horns, or other loud instruments, which may call together, or give
sign or notice to one another, of their wicked designs and purposes ; and that
all masters, overseers, and others, may be encouraged and enjoined, care-

fully and diligently to prevent the same: Be it enacted by the authority Clause 9.
aforesaid, that it shall be lawful for all masters, overseers, and other jlRersonsto appre-
persons whatsoever, to apprehend and take up any Negro or other Slave their master’s planta.
or Slaves, that shall be found out of the plantation of his or their master tri acne,bac
or owner, at any time, especially Saturday nights, Sundays, or other holy- days, or holydays,
days, not being on Jawful business, and witha letter from their master, or fy, ivernegoe
a ticket, or not having a white man with them (except only such Negroes white man ‘with
or other Slaves as usually attend their masters, and have ona livery), andthem,and mote
the said Negro or other Slave or Slaves correct, by a moderate whipping; tain themtill the mas-
and after notice given fo their master, owner, or overseer, him or them and dixpence:mate
detain, until the said master, owner, or overseer, pay to the said per- ing cath if required,

+) ° . ae . hat they foundno let.
son that took him up, two shillings and sixpence for every such Negro ter or ticket with
or other Slave, he making oath before the next justice of the peace (if™
thereunto required by the owner of such Negro or other Slave), that he
found or saw no letter or ticket with him: as also any Negro or other AsaySlavethonsh
Slave or Slaves, met or found out of his plantation, of his or their master if he be armed with
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clubs, or offensive or Owner, though with a letter or ticket, if he or they be armed with such
weed. No,g1. clubs, or other offensive weapons aforesaid, him or them to disarm, take
— up, and whip, and shall receive the same reward as aforesaid, from the

Masters permitting master or owner of such Negro or other Slave or Slaves; andwhatsoeverSeeec.ad decat master, owner, or overseer, shall permit or suffer his or their Negro or other
search their Negro- Slave or Slaves, at any time, to beat drums, blow horns, or use any other
aed bentek imtet loud instruments, or shall not cause his negro-houses once every week to
ments;ersuffer pub- he diligently searched, and such instruments, if any be found, cause to be
ingofstranceNegrove, DUrned, or whosoever shall suffer and countenance any public meeting, or
ee here nosh feasting of strange Negroes, or other Slaves in their plantations, shall
suedforinone month. Forfeit fifty shillings sterling for every such offence, upon conviction or

proof as aforesaid; provided an imformation, orother suit, be com-
menced within one month after forfeiture thereof for the same.

Clause: 3. And be it. enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every overseer of
demeeh heWepre family in this island shall cause all his Negro houses to be searched dilj.
houses every four. gently and effectually, once every fourteen days, for fugitive or runawa
way Slaves, andfey Saves, clubs, wooden swords, and other mischievous weapons, and find.
mischievous weapons, Ng any so, to take them away and cause them to be burned; as also ford burn them, ne rr . .ae videClanse 9, Clothes, goods, or any other things and commodities, that is not given them
And for clothes not by their master, mistress, commander, or overseer, and honestly come by;ivenby their master, : . . : ~fnd honestly come i Whose custody they find any thing of that kind, or suspect or know to
by, and suspected and be stolen goods, the same they shall seize and take into their custody, andknown tobe stolen, eae . art; h fi vee weto seize and send 22 full and ample description of the particulars thereof in writing, within six
descriptionthereor in days after the discovery thereof, to send to the clerk of the parish for the
aw the parish, obo time being, who is hereby required to receive the same, and to enter upon
shall setdor ite it the day of its receipt, and the particulars to file and keep to himself ; and
the owners may have Shall set upon the posts of the church doora short brief, that such lost goods
eineicaue St, are found, whereby any person.that hath lest his goods may the better come
pain of twenty shil- to the knowledge where they are, by further inquiring for stolen goods,
lings. until he shall first declare what he hath lost, and the marks anddescription

thereof, and paid him twelve pence for the same, by which, if the said clerk
shall be: convinced that any part of the goods certified to him to be found,
appertains to the party inquiring, he is to direct the said party inquiring, to
the place and party where his goods be, who is hereby required to make
restitution of what is in being to the true owner, upon the penalties of the
forfeiture of twenty shillings sterling for every neglect by the overseer or
clerk aforesaid, in any of the particulars aforesaid.

Any ott ecteg, “0d for the more effectual detecting and punishing such persons thattotrade with Slaves trade with any Slaves for stolen goods: Be it further enacted, that where
ior frolen goods,toany person shall be suspected to trade as aforesaid, any two Justices of the
nizance not to trade peace, or the justicesof theQuarterSessions of the peace, shall have power
inthem contrary © to take from him sufficient recognizance, nét to trade with any Slaves
And if it appear to Contrary to the laws of this island ; and if it shall afterwards appear to the
the Quarter Sess Justices of the Quarter Sessions that such personshath, or hathhad,orshippedoff srepraiea webs’ off, any goods suspected to be unlawfully come by, such persons being calledualess he prove how before the justices of the next following Quarter Sessions, shall there behe came by them his
recognizance isfor. obliged to make reasonable proof of whom he bought, or how he came bfeited. the said goods ; and unless he doit, his recognizance shall be forfeited.

Clanse 5. And be it further enacted and ordained, that if any Negro or Slave
Peit whatsoever, shall offer any violence to any Christian, by striking or theoffencetobeseverely ike, such Negro or other Slave shall for his or her first offence, by infor-whipped ; for hesecond to be whip- ation given upon oath to the next justice, be severely whipped by the

y hisnose slit, and constable, by order of the said justice ; for his second offence of that nature,
andforthe thintof Dy order of the justice of peace, he shall be severely whipped, his nose
pence juchsreatcr slit, and be burned in some part of his face with ahot iron ; and for his third
Governorand Council Offence, he shall receive, by order of the Governorand Council, such greater
shail think ft. _ - punishment as they shall think meet to inflict,
So the in de Provided always that such striking or conflict be not in the lawfulI - . . . . oye :fence of the master defence of their masters, mistresses, or owners, of their families or of their
or goods. goods.*

* A servant is not excused the commission of any crime by the command or coercion of his
master, 1 Haw. 8, 131.
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And it is hereby further enacted, that all the Slaves within this island clause 6.
shall have clothes once every year, that is to Saydrawers and caps forAN | Staves to bemen, and petticoats and caps for women, upon pain of forfeiting of five Forfeiture of ficeahishillings for each Slave that shall not be clothed as aforesaid, one-third tingsfor each,
to the informer, the other two-thirds to His Majesty, for the use of the poor
of the parish where the offender liveth. ; .
And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all persons Clause 7. b

which shall hereafter take up any runaway or fugitive Negro, or other Ten Cree aoeSlave or Slaves, not knowing the master ‘or owner of such Negro orfor taking up a ran-Slave, and shall bring them unto the provost marshal or his deputy, 3m3y,,, Slaves notae : knowing the master,shall receive ten shillings sterling from the treasurer for the time ana bringing him to
being, who is hereby appointed to pay the same. And in case he ‘4provott marshal
shall refuse to make the said payment upon the presentiment ofHow the payment is
the said Negro, or other Slave or Slaves, and thereof oath to be tobeenferond.
made before any justice of the peace, the said justice is hereby authorized
and required to direct his warrant to any constable, to cause the value
thereof to be iminediately levied out of the goods of the said treasurer, and
the said goods to be delivered to the said party. And the Negroes orBathe ge be kent
Slaves so brought, shall be kept in the cage at the stepping stones by the shall be repaired by
provost marshal, and not in gaol, which said cage is always to be kept in the public.. . See No. 6, Clause thsufficient repair, at the public charge of this island. iat. ee
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and Clause 8.° ° * - Marshal to detainmay be lawful for the said provost marshal to retain and keep in his such Slave until the

custody as aforesaid, the body of all such runaways,until. the owner of them ™#t" Pay the trea-aw : surereleven shillingsshall pay unto the said treasurer eleven shillings sterling; and also unto and the said marsealf fthe said provost marshal fourpence for every four and twenty hours the twenty-four hoursbe
said fugitive Slave hath been in his custody, and algo until he have has been in custody,
a discharge under the hand of the said treasurer or his clerk, And the thi,‘Pence to the
turnkey shall receive sixpence for every Negro delivered. ; .

Provided always that the said provost marshal do furnish the said Proviso—. . . : ° The marshal to giveNegroes or other Slaves with sufficient food and drink, which is to be him suficieut. food
proved upon oath, if by the owner of the Negroes or other Slaves it shalled ifening
so required to be done.
And it is farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any of the ciaueo,

said Slaves shall die for want of food, the said provost marshal shall be vance liefor
responsible for them to the owner; and ifthe said marshal suffer ANY to be responsible. If
Slave to escape before he be duly delivered by a discharge in writing undercape beshullnss i
the hand of the above-said treasurer, the provost marshal shall pay untohim treasurer eleven sbil-. ie . + lings, and satisfy ththe aforesaid treasurer eleven shillings, and shall make further satisfaction master MUsly the
to the owner, as by the Governor and Council shall be thought fit. And if And if he suffer him

toe bi loyed outthe said provost marshal shall suffer any Slave to be any ways employedof the cagebeforedue
out of the cage before due delivery as aforesaid, he shall forfeit for each delivery, he shail for.

feit fiveSlave so suffered to be employed as aforesaid, to the owner thereof, the menPnt
sum of five pounds sterling. .
And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all such personsWho cau.reoaway

as shall apprehend and bring down any runaway Slave or Slaves to St. shail delves rey.
* * to the tre: iMichael’s Town, unto the treasurer for the time being, or tothe cage, shallhisabsence to 2 juss

upon such bringing down such runaway Slave or Slaves, deliver upon oath tice before he is paid,
to the said treasurer, or in case of his sickness or absence, unto any justice abode the aeiace of
of the peace, to be by him returned to the treasurer's office (before he shallplace wherehe took
receive the consideration before appointed), an account of his name andtennce ticket,
place of abode, with the time when and place where he apprehended fe neowner, which
such fugitive Slave or Slaves, and that he knew of no ticket that the Negro enter in » book thathad, nor the owner of such Negro or Slave, which the said treasurer iswhen their Slaves avehereby required fo take and enter into a book, to the intent that all owners of taken up, by whom,aves may come to the right knowledge and understanding when their 24 videChace2
Slaves were apprehended, and by whom, and whether they might be
wrongfully taken up, or not; and that the keeper 6f the cage, at theKeeperofthecageto
elivery of any Slaves, do take a receipt of the person to whomdelivered, im" of Siarand there insert the mark or description of the Slave delivered.
And whereas divers eviland ill-disposed persons have hitherto attempted

to steal away Slaves by specious pretence of promising them freedom in
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another country, against which pernicious practices no punishment Suitable
Cluseit. hath beenyct provided: Be ittherefore enacted and ordained by the authorit

Whotenints aSlave aforesaid, that what person soever shall directly or indirectly at any time
seivice, to carry him after publication hereof, tempt or persuade any Negroes or other Slaves to
tere byincon leave their masters’ or. mistresses’ service to whom they are Slaves, out of
sion, or one wituess ayn intentand design to carry away any of them off this island, or to conceal
aeresrquonen ww, oF entertain any of them upon this island, or howsoever to defraud the saidshall psy the master masters or mistresses of them, and be thereof convicted by their own con-

erieNeliag, fession, on the oath of one credible witness, shall be, by the two next
justices of the peace where the injured person lives, whereof one to be
of the quorum, adjudged to pay the master of the said Negro or other
Slave, five and twenty pounds sterling, to be levied as in case of servants’

fhe be not worth89 wages: but in ease the party offending shall not be found worth lands,
yan, goods, or chaticls, to the value aforesaid, then shall the justice for so tong

time as will recompence the party injured for the twenty-five pounds afore.
said, adjudge him servant for five years to the party injured, and so deliver

Of ie arealoarry him over to him, and make a record thereof: But if any man shall so tempt
three times the values or practice with any persons, Negroes, or Slaves, and them actually so
maker i felonya i, attempted, convey away or send off the island, and be after apprehended
outclergy. and convicted for the same in this island, he shall be by the two next

justices as aforesaid, condemned to pay the owner of such Negro or other
Slave, three times the value of him-or them, and exccution for the same

And if he has no es- from the two justices to issue accordingly, as in the case of servanis’ Wages;
tate, shall scrve esand if the person so offending has no estate, then he shall be orderedby
aforesaid, the-justices to serve the party injured as aforesaid.

And whereas many heinous.and gricvous crimes, as murder, burglaries,
robbing in the highways, rapes, burning of houses or canes, be many times
committed by Negroes, or other Slaves, and many times maliciously
attempted by them to be committed, in which, though by divers accidents
they are prevented, yet are their crimes nevertheless heinous, and there-
‘fore deserve the like pusishment; as also do many times stcal wilfully kill,
maim, or:destroy one or more horses, mares, geldings, cattle, sheep, or
other quick or dead thing of the like nature, and of the value of twelve
pence or above: and many times by attempting to steal from the inhabi-
tantsof this-island, stock and other goods before mentioned, of above, or
undes the value aforesaid, do put such inhabitants, or someofhis family in
terror, dread, or jeopardy of their lives, which several offenders for danger
of eseape are not long to be imprisoned, and being brutish Slaves, deserve
not, for the baseness of their condition, to be tried by the legal trial of
twelve men of their peers of neighbourhood, which neither truly can be
rightly done, as the subjects of England are, nor is execution to be

Clase 19. delayed towards them, in case of such horrid crimes committed. It is
Slaves committeg or therefore enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that when any
nit rapial oom, Such* Crimes as aforesaid shall be committed, orattempted to be com-
against white persons, Mitted by any Negro, Slave or Slaves, and the said criminals be appre-
justices Py we hended and brought before any of his Majesty’s justices of the peace
treeholders, nearest Within this island, the justices before whom the-said ‘criminals are brought,
crime aoe bere, the shall take seourity for their forthcoming, or send them to prison; and
upon oath, “ with all convenient speed shall join to him the nextjustice-of the peace,

and these two justices shall, by their warrant or precept, call to them three
able, good; and legal freeholders ofthet place nearest where the said crimes
were committed; and. these five persons, viz., the two justices and the
three freeholders,shall hear and examine allt evidences, proofs, and testi-
monies of the fact committed, and if by such evidences, proofs, and testi-

* Such crime includes all such in mischief and inconvenience.—2 Haw. cap. 33, sect. 43,
1], co. 33 sect. 6.

+ They of one side of acountry are by law of the neighbourhood to try an offence of the
other side of the country.—2 H. H. 264.  Vicini vicinorum facta preesumantur scire—
1 Inst. 158.

6 2Circumstantial evidence may amount to the utmost degree of probability, but can go n0
urther,
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monies, or by# violent circumstances, they shall find such Negro or other And if found guilty
Slave or Slaves guilty thereof, they shall give sentence of death upon them heeeereat.
accordingly, the said freeholders being first} sworn before the two justices, diately execution
who are hereby empowered to administer the same, and forthwith by their done, en 180,
warrant cause execution to be done upon such Negro or Negroes, Slave or
Slaves, by some Negro to be pressedfor that purpose, by some constable
to be appointed by warrant from the said justices.

Ji is further provided, that if any freeholder shall make default to appear proviso
upon such summons before the justices as is before mentioned, or appear-mreenolder not ap:
ing, refusing to join with them as is before appointed, and do-shew no his duty,forfeits twe
cause for such default, to be approved by the said justices, then the afore- pounds ten shillings,
said justices do set a fine upon him for fifty shillings sterling, forthwith by vants’ wages.
their warrant or precept to the next constable, or what constable they shall
think fit, to levy the same upon the aforesaid freeholder, his goods or
chattels, accordingly. And if any person shall send off his Negro that Any person sending

hath killed another, heshall pay unto the master of such Negro, the value (ict stron thal
o illed as aforesaid, pay the value of the

of suchNegro so egro killed.
And in regard great mischiefs daily happen by the petty larcenies °",,

. ° : : e ase 33.

committed also by the Negroes and Slaves of this island: Be it therefore vid. No. 54.
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Negro or other Slave shall any lance tot wf
hereafter steal or destroy any goods, chattels, and provisions, canes, or justice, tobe severely

green corn whatsoever, of any other persons than his masters or mistresses, wipped forthe first

being under the value of twelve pence, every Negro or other person so make satisfaction.
offending and being brought before some justice of the peace ofthis island,
upon complaint of the party injured, and shall be adjudged guilty by
confession, proof, or probable circumstances, such Negro or Slave so Punish + chit

offending (excepting children whose punishment is left wholly to the dis- Genetto the dis.
cretion of the said justice), shall be adjudged by such justice to be pub- cretion of the jus-
licly and severely whipped, not excceding forty lashes; and the said“
justice shall order and cause the owner of such Negro or other Slave, to
make satisfaction to the party injured: And if such Negro or other Slave,
punished as aforesaid, be afterwards found guilty of the like crimes afore-
said, under the value of twelve pence as aforesaid, he or they, for such hisFor the.secondof-

or their second offence, shall, by order of the justice of peace before whom and deeply branded
such complaint and proof is made, have his or their noses slit, and be i, the forehtad,his
branded in the forehead with a hot iron, that the mark thercof may re- bie satisfaction.
main; and the said justices shall order the owner of such Negro or other
Slave to make satisfaction to the party injured, double the value of what
his loss shall appear to be: And if such Negro or other Slave, after the For tve.tandofiee
second time as aforesaid, be accused of petty larceny, or any of the andif found guilty,

offences before-mentioned, such Negro or other Slave shall be tried in such fier punishment. as
manner as murder, burglary, &c., are provided to be tried; and if suchthe justices think ft.
Negro or other Slave as shall be tried, be found guilty a third time of any
the offences afore-mentioned, then such Negro or other Slave, for that

third offence, shall be adjudged to suffer death, in the manner as is appointed

in cases of murder as aforesaid, or other punishments as the said justices Justicesorfresbolters
shall think fit. And in case the said justices and freeholders, or any OF nerein required, ro
either of them, shall neglect or refuse to perform the duties by this Act spectively pounds,

required of them, they shall severally for such their respective defaults, vid.the foregoing and
forfeit the just sum of five and twenty pounds sterling. the aoth clauses.

Clause 14.

And it is further enacted, ordained, and published, by authority afore- Mutinous or rebel
. ° ’ : eo : ous Slaves to ri

said, that if any Negroes or other Slaves shall make mutiny of insurrection, yy spartial law.—Vid.

or rise in rebellion against this place or people, or make preparation of No. 91.

* A slight or probable presumption only, has little or no weight, but a violent presumption,
amounts in law to full proof, that is where circumstances speak of strongly, that to suppose the
contrary would be absurd. And where that presumptionnecessarilyarises from such circum-
stances, they are more convincing and satisfactory than any other kind of evidence, because
facts cannot lie.

t The Oath administered to the freeholders on the trial of Slaves, viz.—‘ You and each of
you do swear on the Holy Evangelists cf Almighty God, that you will well and trulyhear, and
examine all Evidences, Proofs, and Testimonies that shall be given you on the trial of the
Negro A, now before us, on a charge of Felony alleged against him by B. C. and shall faithe
fully deliver your several opinions to us, whether he be guilty or not-—So help you God.
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arms, powder, bullets, or offensive weapons, Orholding any council, or
conspiracy of, or raising mutiny or rebellion against this island, as hath

formerly been attempted, that then, for speedy remedy thereof, the
governor of the island, or superior officer for the time being, appointa colo.
nel, and the field officers of the regiments of this island, or any four of
them, to meet in council, and proceed by martial law against the actors
contrivers, raisers, fomenters, and concealers of such mutinies or rebellion,
and them punish by death or other pains, as their crimes shall deserve, andas

to the aforesaid colonel and field officers, or any four of them, shall seem fit.
Now inasmuch as the loss of the Negroes or other Slaves that shal}

suffer death by this Act, would prove too heavy for the owner of them
only to bear, and that the owners of Negroes may not be discouraged to
detect and discover the offences of their Negroes, and that the loss may
be borne by the public, whose safety by such punishments is hereby pro-

Cue is. vided for and intended: Be it therefore enacted and ordained by the
eeeen Slaveby authority aforesaid, that in all caseswhatsoever where any Negro or other
judges immediately Slave, by the appointment and provision of this Act, shall suffer death,
SO eatenee nat then shall suchjustices and freeholders, or colonel and field officers, who ad.value such Slave not
exceeding fren,judged such Negro or other Slave to suffer death, immediately after sen.the damage of thetence thereof given, inquire by the best means they are able, of
party injured, and the value of such Negro or other Slave, in which value they shall never
the treasurer to pay exceed the sum of five and twenty pounds sterling for any one Negro or
thedamages, and the other Slave; and also the damage of the party injured, and make certifi.
the master. cate thereof to the treasurer for the time being, therein requiring the said
Bytheypape eid treasurer to pay out of the value of the said Negro or Negroes, the value
into the valueof the of the damage to the party injured, and the overplus, if any be, to the
fevertion fare and OWNerorowners of such Negro or other Slave; and if there be no party
certify the same toinjured, then the whole value to the owner or owners of the said Negro

Vaneon” -°— or other Slave, out of the public treasury of this island.
But in regard there are some masters and owners of Negroes and other

Slaves in this island, who do not make sufficient conscience of providing
what is necessary for their Negroes and other Slaves, or allowing them
time to plant or provide for themselves, for which cause such Negroes or
other Slaves are necessitated to commit crimes contrary to this law; and
yet the safety of this island requiring that such Negroes and other Slaves
shall suffer as this law hath appointed, rather than the poor inhabitants of
this island be ruined, and driven from thence by their means, that there-
fore such masters and owners of Negroes and other Slaves, whose neglect
of their Negroes and other Slaves, make them in some measure guilty of
their crimes may not be countenanced therein at the charge of the public:

And (tet: ao BC. it hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the justices
inquireif such Slave and freeholders appointed as aforesaid, to inquire into the value of such
was properly provid- Negro or other Slave as they shall sentence the death, shall also further
Vide No. 117, Clas. inquire by witnesses examined on their oaths, or by other good information,

how the owner or owners of such Negro or other Slave condemned as afore-
. said, was provided with provision and other necessaries, and what allowance

ane i iappeart those Negroes and other Slaves had received. And if it shall appear to the
by necessity to com- said justices and freeholders, or the major part of them, that the said master
Fastics “ata free OF owner, had not provided reasonably and as is generally accustomed for
holdersshall certify Negroes and other Slaves, and that necessity might have compelled the said
turer, and only ap- Negro or other Slave to the offences they have committed, then, and in that
aetc Polhing case, the justices and freeholders as aforesaid, shall certify the same to the
to the master. ” treasurer aforesaid, and only appoint the said treasurer to pay the damage
Ceti? Meceding to the party injured, out of the value of the said Negro or other Slave, and
Penalty on the trea- nothing to such master or owner. And if the treasurer for the time being,
weet, abanmeee’, having sufficient public stock in his hands, shall fail to make satisfaction
moneyinthetreasury. and payment to such master or owner of any Negro or other Slave, he hav-

ing the governor's warrant for the same, the party injured, or both, shall
have an action of debt upon such certificate as aforesaid, against the:said
treasurer in the Court of Common Pleas, for the precincts of St. Michael's,
&c.; and the treasurer being thereto duly summoned, shall at the first
court after summons, plead, and come to trial, or else judgment to pass
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against him by default, and after judgment, execution immediately to issue
for satisfaction.
And in regard the planter’s necessity doth compel them for the manage-

ment only of their lands, to keep so vast a stock of Negroes and other Slaves,
whose desperate lives and great numbers become dangerous to them, and
all other the inhabitants; that therefore, such who are not bound up by
that necessity, in having plantations of their own or hired Jand, may not
increase the danger to this island, by keeping Negroes or other Slaves to
hire out to others: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that This hoe a epeal
no person of the Hebrew nation residing in any sea port town of island, eabyAct,No.108.
shall keep or employ any Negro or other Slave, be he man or boy, for any
use or service whatsoever, more than one Negro or other Slave, man or boy,
to be allowed to each of the persons of the said nation, excepting such as
are denizened by His Majesty’s letters patent, and not otherwise, who are
tokeep no more than for their own use, as shall be approved of by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Council, and Assembly; and if any Negro, man or boy,
more than is before allowed by this Act, shall be found three months after
the publication hereof, in the custody, possession, or use of any of the per-
sons aforesaid, then every such person or persons shall forfeit such Negro
or other Slave, one moiety of the value thereof to whomsoever shall inform,
and the other moiety to his Majesty to the uses in this Act appointed.
And whereas divers Negroes and other Slaves at this present are, and long

since have been run away into woods and other fastnesses of this island,
doing continually much mischief to several the inhabitants of this island,
hiding themselves sometimes in one place and sometimesin another, so that
they are not to be found without much difficulty: Be it therefore enacted, , Clause 1asta-
that from and after the publication hereof, it shall and may be lawful for an ble,or captain, may
justice of the peace, constable, or captain of a company within this island,mento takeruraencs
‘that shall have notice of the residence or hiding-place of any runaway Ne- alive or dead—Vide
groes or other fugitive Slaves, to raise and arm any number of men not ex- Ae
ceeding twenty, to apprehend and take them either alive or dead. And for run away above oerun away above six

every Negro and other Slave that they shall take alive, having been run months, to demand. . . § aye fifty shillings, and for
away from his master above six months, they shall receive fifty shillings every one run away
sterling, and for every Negro or other Slave which hath been run away freroves months
above twelve months, five pounds from the master, owner, and commander But see ActNo, 180,
of the said Negro or other Slave ; if killed in taking, they shall receive fifty (auseds where this isaltered.

shillings sterling from the public, any Act or Statute heretofore to the If killed in taking,
contrary notwithstanding. a, bythen
And it is further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that —iause 19.

ifany Negro or other Slave, under punishment by his master or his order Boren ns,under
. ° . . . s er-

for running away, or any other crimes or misdemeanours towards his said son liable therefore;
‘ . . bat who kills bis ownmaster, unfortunately shall suffer in life or member, which seldom happens, Negro wantonly. or

na person whatsoever shall be liable to any fine therefore; but if any man cruetly, shall pay ff-
shall of wantonness or only bloody-mindedness, or cruel intention, wil-panier to the
fully killa Negro or other Slave of his own, he shall pay into the public
treasury fifteen pounds sterling; but if he shall so kill another man’s, he If another man’s Ne-
shall pay to the owner of the Negro double the value, and into the public {2,0teen
treasury twenty-five pounds sterling; and he shall further, by the nextthe public twenty-fivey y p gas : : ounds,and be
justice of the peace, be bound to the good behaviour, during the pleasurefy thenextjustice ta
of the governor and council, and not be liable to any other punishment or the geod behaviouré , ) . . during the pleasure offorfeiture for the same; neither is he that kills another man’s Negro or the goveruor and
other Slave by accident, liable to any other penalty but the owner’s action council.: ane y accident, then
atlaw. Butifany poor small freeholder or other person killing Negro only tiable to the
or other Slave by night, out of the road and common path, and stealing, Weepem
or attempting to steal, his provision, swine, or other goods, he shall not be nizht out of theroad,
accountable for it; any law, statute, or ordinance, to the contrary not- ine teen teem:
withstanding. countable.”

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all fines and ,. Clause sa.
forfeitures arising by this Act, shall be to His Majesty, for the use of thisnotbelore apnreree
island, according to such uses and proportion that in the aforesaid clauses ted, howrecoverable. . ° +e and to be applied.are respectively appointed; and such thereof as are not otherwise limited
and appointedin this Act, as are above the sum of five pounds sterling,

*
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shall be recovered by bill, plaint, and information, in any of His Majesty’s
Courts of Record within this island ;—and such as are of the sum afore.
said, or under, shall be recovered before any justice of the peace within
this island, who is hereby required to grant execution for the same, as in
the case of servants’ wages; provided the same be commenced within
thirty days after the same be forfeited.

Clause 21. And lastly, to the intent this Act, and every clause and branch thereof,
racyhtto be Pub may receive full execution, and no person plead ignorance therein, it is
respective pnrish ordained and enacted by the authority aforesaid, that this Act be read and
Bythe eer Ne nee published in all the respective parish churches in this island, the first Sunday

cl.2, this ActandNean February, and the first Sunday in August, in every year ensuing.
tionary” And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all Acts
Aneeeta heretofore made, concerning or any way relating to the governing of
ing to the governing Negroes, enacted before the date of this Act, shall be repealed, and are
ofNegroes, repealed. hereby repealed to all intents and purposes whatsoever,

Passed August 8th, 1688.

 

2.

Vid. No. 112. (No. 91.) An Act for the Encouragement of all Negroes and Slaves
that shall discover any Conspiracy.

via eens . |WHEREAS sundry oftheNegroes and Slaves of this island, have been
, long preparing, contriving, conspiring, and designing a most horrid,

bloody, damnable, and detestable rebellion, massacre, assassination, and
destruction, by them to be committed, done, and perpetrated upon and
against all the white inhabitants hereof; but before this could be effected
it hath pleased Almighty God to give us a gracious deliverance by a mira-
culous. discovery thereof: To the end such barbarous purposes and prac-
tices may be prevented for the future, and that such Negroes and Slaves
as are not infected and drawn in by the wicked and devilish instigations
of others, may not be excited thereto, nor prevented in pointoftheir obe.
dience, but may be encouraged to continue orderly and quietly, and dis-
cover as soon as shall come to their knowledge, any design, purpose, or
intent of any Negro or other Slave to commit or abet any insurrection or

Clanse 1... rebellion: Be it enacted by his Excellency Colonel James Kendal, Captain
eeot iris General and Chief Governor of this and other the Caribbee Islands, the
toauy justice,heshail Honourable the Council and General Assembly of this island, and by the
widemaethezcewea authority of the same, that whatsoever Negro or Slave shall after publica-
fo be faken andtion hereof, hear any other Negro or Slave speak or utter any wordsrought face to face : . : : :
with the accuser;tending to mutiny, insurrection, or rebellion; or shall have or prepare any
eethey shallce gunpowder, ball, sword, lance, or other warlike instrument, than what are
cure such acrased allowed for watching, or other service of the country, and shall forthwith
Slave, and report the 4; : 5 > $ : . . oa. :matter tothe govern. CuSCOver the same to anyjustice of the peace of this island, the said Justice
or, who is to order shall join himself to the nextjustice of the peace, and they two are hereby
in ecting, chee? empowered and required to cause the said Negro or other Slave so ac-
Act No. 82, cl. 14, is cused, forthwith to be apprehended, and the accuser and the accused to be
see'No‘s,c.g. Drought face to face, and shall diligently inquire into the said matter.

And if they shall find the accusation just, they shall secure the said
Negro or Slave, and report the said matter to his excellency, or to the
governor for the time being, who is hereby humbly requested to appoint
field officers to try the said Negro or Slave, as by the Act entitled “ An
Act for the governing of Negroes,” is provided, who are to proceed

If the accused suffer accordingly; and if they, the said field officers, shall find the said Negro

Sratednctarceeat, OF Slave guilty of what he or she stands accused, and shall condemn
twenty-five pounds.” him or her to suffer death, suchfield officers shall appraise the condemned
Bittheavery tye Negro as by the said Act is appointed: But the Negro which accuses
valued at his full the other, the field officers shall appraise at his or her full value and
certifiedto these, Worth, although it exceeded the sum by the said Act limited, of which the
vernor, said field officers shall forthwith certify his Excellency, or the Governor
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for the timc being upon oath ; who is hereby requested to draw an Order who is to drawanor

on the treasurer for that sum which such accuser is valued at, to be. paid der‘onthe treagnret,

to the owner of such Negro or Slave at sight. And upon paymentthereof sum to the master,
his Excellency or the Governor for the time being, is requested todeclare ;
the said Negro or Slave free, and such Negro shallbe sent off this island ana to dectare the
py the treasurer, to such place as he or she shall desire ; who is hereby re-Slave freeiwhoshall

uired to pay for suchNegro’s passage.— But if such Negro had rather hereandreceive forty
stay here with his master, mistress, or family, and not be free, such Negro treaty, wont of the
shall receive forty shillings to his or her own use from the said treasurer.
And ifany Negro or Slave shall not make good his or her accusation, Accuser not making
against such Negro or Slave as he or she shall accuse, such Negro or good tis hed by the
Slave shall receive such punishment, not to extend to life, or member, as two justices,or field
py order of the said two justices or field officers that shall hear the matter oucv"? excepted.
shall think fit.
Passed October 27th 1692.

 

3.

(No. 92.) An Additional Act to an Act entitled “An Act for the
governing of Negroes.

WHEREAS by an Act of this Act entitled “An Act for the governing preamble.
of Negroes,” bearingdate the eighth dayof August, one thousand six Vid. No. 89.
hundred, eighty and eight, amongst other things, it was enacted in these
words: “And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
Acts heretofore made concerning, or anywise relating to the governing of
Negroes, enacted before the date of this Act shall be repealed, and are
hereby repealed to all intents and purposes whatsoever.” And whereas no. 353, in the list
by a former Act of this island, entitled ‘** A Supplemental Act, to a former ofewired laws.
Act entitled ‘‘ An Act for the better ordering and governing of Negroes,”
bearing date the one-and-twentieth day of April, one thousand six hundred
seventy and six, it was enacted in these words:—viz. “ That if any Negro
or Slave after he hath lived in this island for the space of twelve months
at least, shall run away fromhis master or mistress, and continue absent
above the space of thirty days, such Negro or Slave shall suffer death for
the same; the offence to be tried as the offences expressed in the first
branch of this Act, and the owner of such Negro or Slave shall be allowed
his reasonable value from the public treasury of this island, in the same
manner as is allowed for other Negroes that suffer death by this Act.”
Which last-mentioned Act wasoften revived and continued; but the same
clause after some Negroes had suffered death for running away as afore-
said, was repealed, it being expected that others would have taken warn-
ing thereby, and not have been guilty of such offence for the future. And
forasmuch as the first mentioned Act now in force, bearing date the No. sz. in force.
eighth day of August, one thousand six hundred eighty-eight, hath
made no provision that such Slaves, as absent themselves thirty days shall
suffer death as aforesaid; and such is their brutish and barbarous nature,
that they will not be reclaimed by any fair means, but by the often run-
ning away of Negroes and Slaves, and by their long absence from the
service of their owners, they become desperate, and daily plot and commit
felonies and other enormities, not only to the terror and affrightment of
the neighbourhood, but the danger of the island in general: Be it enacted Clause 1
by His Excellency Colonel James Kendal, Captain General and Chiefinaria wee ino’
Governor of this and other the Caribbee Islands, the Honourable the oneyear, if run away
Council and General Assembly of this Island, and by the authority of thedeathantiobemed
same, that if after publication of this Act, any Negro or Negroes, or other ® felons, ee owner
Slave or Slaves, after he, she, or they have lived in this island one wholenotexceeding twenty
year, that is, are or shall run away and absent him, her, or themselvesthe pita treet of
from: the service of his, her, or their master, mistress, or other persons with Vid. No. 82. Cl. ie.
whom he, she, or they reside, and shall continue absent for and during the 35. 161. Cl. a. and
the space of thirty days shall suffer death for the same; the said offence ise. .
and offences to be tried in the like manner by two justices of the peace,
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and three frecholders, as other criminals in. and by the said Act now in
force, to which this is an additional, are appointed to be tried: such
Negro or Slave to be valued by them the said justices and freeholders.
which value the owner thereof shall be paid and allowed out of thepublic
treasury of this island, as is allowed for other Negroes that suffer death
by the said Act.

Passed October 27th, 1692.

4,

a. (Ne. 93.) An Act for Prohibiting the Selling of Rum or other strong
Vid. No. 41. Liquors, to any Negro or other Slave.

Preambl WHEREAS many enormities have been committed, and mischiefs
reamble.

hatched and contrived by Negroes and other Slaves, when opportunities
have been given of meeting, and excessive drinking thereat: For remedy

Clause 1. thereof for the future, Be it enacted by his Excellency, Colonel James
Who sells mmm, or Kendal, Captain General and Chief Governor of this and other the Carib-
Stave’or etherperson bee Islands, the Honourable the Council and General Assembly of this
ora tka wath of Island, and by the authority of the same, that whatsoever person or
a Christian, forfeits persons, after publication hereof, shall sell any rum or other strong liquor
arenty nage hal to any Negro orSlave, or any other person for the use of any Negro or
halftothe poor. | Slave, and being convicted thereof by the oath of any Christian, before

the next justice of the peace, shall forfeit twenty shillings sterling for
every such offence, the one half to the informer, the other half to ‘the poor
of the parish where the offender liveth, to be recovered by warrant from

Whitepersons bring- the said next justice of the peace, as in case of servants’ wages. And
ieaTocfens twenty if any white person whatsoever shall buy any rum orother strong liquors
shillings in like man- for any Negro or Slave, shall forfeit twenty shillings for every such offence,
Ines to be recovered in manner as aforesaid ; the one half to the informer, the

other half to the poor as aforesaid, or receive ten lashes ‘upon his or her
Shipper to be Paid bare back, by order of the next justice, the whipper to receive fifteen pence,

churchwarden. 1be paid by the churchwarden, by order of the said justice for the time
ing.
Passed October 27th, 1692.

 

5.

(No. 112.) An Act for the Encouragement of such Negroes and other
Vid. No. 91. _ Slaves, that shall behave themselves courageously against

the Enemy in time of Invasion.

Preamble. FORASMUCH as there are many Negroes and other Slaves. in this
island, who are worthy of trust and confidenceto. be reposed in them, and
therefore may be of great service to this island, should the same be in-
vaded. To the end therefore, that encouragement may be given for every
Negro or other Slave to behave themselves courageously against the
enemy; Be it enacted by his Excellency, Mitford Crowe, Esq., Captain

Clause F. General and Commander-in-chief of this and other the Caribbee Islands,
Every Negro who, in lying and being to windward of Guadaloupe, the Honourable the members
Pohace soaneenuy, of his Majesty’s Council, and the General Assembly of this island, and by
s0 a8to killany oe the authority of the same, that every Negro or other Slave within this
Negro, on ve proof Sland, who in time of invasion by her Majesty’s enemies, or other attempt
before a justice, shall tg be made on this island, shall engage and courageously behave himself

absolutely free. . |. . 5 3
Vide No.9. 2 time of battle, so as to kill any one of the enemy, the said Negroes or

other Slaves, and every of them, upon due proof thereof made before one
of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace in this island, by the oath of two
credible white men, shall be, and are hereby respectively declared, freemen,
to all intents and purposes whatsoever; and shall be deemed and held ab-
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solutely free from all future Slavery towards his master and mistress,
from and immediately after such proof to be made in manner aforesaid.
And to the end that the owners of every such Negro or other Slave,

who shall gain their freedom by virtue of this Act, may receive a full
recompense for the loss which they shall sustain thereby, Be it enacted Clause 9.
by the authority aforesaid, that every Negro or other Slave, who shall 4v4the ‘said Negra
happen to be set free by this Act, shall be valued and appraised, onthe ownerpaidoutof
oath, by two of the neighbouring frecholders to the place where the ® Pubic weasury.
owners of such Negroes or Slaves live, before one of Her Majesty’s
justices of the peace in this island, which justice of the peace shall
give a certificate of the value to the owner or owners of such Negroes
or Slaves, who are to produce the same to his Excellency, and thereupon
his said Excellency, by and with the advice and consent of the Council,
is humbly desired to issue his order or orders on the treasurer ofthis
jsland for the time being, forthwith to pay the same out of the duty of
excise or strong liquors; and in case it shall so happen, that at the time
of the issuing of each orders, there shall not be money sufficient in the ff there is no money
treasury to discharge the same, then upon the treasurer's certifying the scares to ‘be
same upon the back of each order or orders, the respective owners thereof allowed at ten per
shall be allowed interest, at and after the rate of ten pounds per cent per “""
annum, from the time of the date of the said certificate, until the full
value of every such Negro or other Slave shall be paid and satisfied.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatifany Negroes Causes.

or other Slaves, at the time of invasion, or appearance of the enemy, shall !f any Negro in time
happen to be killed, the owner or owners of such Negroes or other Slaves, teen BKilled,
shall be paid the full value of every such Negro or other Slave out of the Paid the full payne
public treasury of this island ; which value shall be set by the oath of two treasury. Vid. No.
credible witnesses before any one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace in % “!- 29, 35 and 36.
this island, who is hereby required to give a certificate thereof to the
owner or owners of such Negro or Negroes or other Slave or Slaves; upon
which certificate his excellency, by and with the advice and consent of
the council, is humbly desired to issue his order or orders for payment
thereof; any law, custom, or usage to the contrary in any wise not-
withstanding.

Passed the 30th day ofNovember, 1707.

 

6.

(No. 116.) An Act to prohibit the Inhabitants of this Island from em-
ploying their Negroes or other Slaves in selling and
bartering.

WHEREAS sundry persons do daily send their Negroes and other Preamble.
Slaves to the several towns in this island and other places to sell and
dispose of all sorts of quick stock, corn, fruit, pulse, and other things,
under colour of which they traffic among themselves, and buy, receive, and
dispose of all sorts of stolen goods, to the great. damage of the inhabitants
of this place, for remedy whereof, and to the intent poor people and
servants may: not want employment and encouragement: Be it enacted by No Note hg
his Excellency Mitford Crowe, Esquire, Captain General, and Governor-in- ployed-inselling ‘or
chief of this and other the Caribbee Islands lying and being to windward b#tering,onany ac-
of Guadaloupe, the honourable the members of Her Majesty’s Council and the persons _ found
the General Assembly of this Island, and by the authority of the same,jingOfoF Nae
that from and after publication of this Act, no person or person foreach offence shall
whatsoever shall send or employ any Negro or Negroes, or other ina i hoor occ
Slave or Slaves in selling, bartering, or disposing of any goods, wares, twenty-one lashes by
merchandise, stock, poultry, corn, fruit, roots, and other effects or things coanpsined toe
whatsoever, to any person or persons whatsoever; and if any white person
whatsoever shall be found buying of, or bartering with, any Negro or
Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, any of the before enumerated goods or
commodities or any other thing or things whatsoever, he or she shall for
each offence forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds current money of this
island to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors for the use of the informer,
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to be recovered by complaint on oath to the next justice of the Peace, who
is hereby empowered and required to administer the Sane; and if suchwhite person shall not be able to pay his or her fine, in such Case, he orshe shall receive one and twenty lashes on the bare back, by order of thesaid justice before whom such complaint shall come.

Clance 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all and ever
Weeee roive Negro or Negroes or other Slave or Slaves who shall be found sellintwenty-one sie” bartering any ofthe before-mentioned goods or commodities, shall have andreceive by order of any justice of the peace, one and twenty stripes on hig

Proviso— or her bare back, upon proof thereof made by any white person. Providedpret selling cot Ne: that this Act do not extend to prevent any Negroes or other SIother things to his selling any stock or other things to his, or her, or their master,mistress,
wood,” and. horse: Chiefoverseer, or manager, or to prevent any Negroes or other Slaves frommeat to any other selling milk, horse-meat, or fire-wood to any person or persons whatsoever,pemProviso— _ Provided also, that all such Negroes and other Slaves who are employed in

mes that he,

g or

aves from

iin milk, wetohare Selling milk, horse-meat, or fire-wood, shall have at all stich tiling milk, &c.,to have 3 . l

a collar, she, or they, are selling the same, a metallic collar locked about his, her, o¢
their neck or necks, leg or legs, with the name of his or her master or mis-tress engraven thereon, and the name of the parish wherein they live, and
also the name of the person who made such collar.° P u ;

Clause 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any white per.
aed with any Necro son or persons shall undertake to go with any negro or negroes, Slave or Slaves,
to tispose of goods or shall by anymeans suffer him or herself to be procured to go withanynegro
of the owner of auch or other Slave to dispose of any goods whatsoever, without the consent of
Slave shall forfeit the owner ofsuch negro or Slave, such white person or persons, upon proofthe fist uifenes, and thereof before the next justice of the peace, shall forfeit and pay for the

ajesty, her heirs and
i Door feceivetwemy first offence twenty shillings current money to Her Mone lashes successors, to and for the use of the informer, to be recovered as in case ofservants’ wages, and for want of payment thereof, he or she shall by orderof the justice before whom such complaint is made, receive one and twentlashes on his or her bare back, and for every conviction afterwards of theAndforevery convic- like offence. he or she shall forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds currenttionafter, five pounds * : : teor twenty-one lashes, Money to Her Majesty for the use aforesaid, or be punished by receivingone and twenty lashes on the bare back.

Clause 4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any personPanishment for such or persons whatsoever, shall presume to make any such collars for Negroes’for Negroes contrery necks or legs as aforesaid, whereby any Negro or Negroes, or other Slave orknowledgeor "con, Slaves may have the custody or keeping of them, contrary to his or her orsent. their master or mistresses knowledge or consent, upon due proof by the oathof one or more credible witnesses, or the party’s own confession before anyone of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace in this island, the said justiceshall issue his warrant or warrants against each and every such offender forten pounds current money, to be levied as in case of servants’ wages, toHer Majesty, for the use of the informer or informers, and the party guilty,shall stand committed until the same be paid.
Clause 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any petsoninitthan Netroes OF persons inhabiting this island, being owner or possessor of any Negro orto go at large and re- Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, shall permit such Negro or Negroes orormonthiyseskere other Slave or Slaves to go at large, and hire out him, her, or themselves tofor, of any other con- any person or persons, or following any trade, occupation, or calling, andsideration, receive the profits thereof to him, her, or themselves, or rendering to his orher said master or mistress, or to any other person or persons whatsoever fortheir use, a daily, weekly, or monthly sum of money or any other income,or any manner of gratuity whatsoever, every such person so suffering suchNegro or Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves to go at large, or hire him, her,or themselves as aforesaid, for every such offence, shall forfeit the sum often pounds current money, for each Negro or other Slave on convictionthereof by the oath of any one or more credible Witnesses, or the party’s ownconfession before the two next justices of the peace, to the partycompl. in-ing, to be recovered by warrant from the said justices, as in case of servants’wages, to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, the one half to the use ofthe fortifications of this island, and the other to the informer, and shall bythe said justices be obliged to give security in the sum of one hundredpounds current money, that the said Negro or any other of his Negroes or
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Slaves, shall not for the future commit. by his consent the aforesaid crime,
and he, she, or they, shall stand committed until they perform the same,

‘And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whatsoever Clause 6,

erson or persons shall employ any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, oe 0 oe
without agreeing for them with the owner or such person as shall be in law-without agreeing with
ful possession of them, upon due proof thereof made, he, she, or they shall gre ovthe preceding
forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds current money, to the same uses and Clause and the Deti-
to be recovered after the same manner as is before expressed and mentioned ™“*Act, No. 117-
in case of any persons letting their Negroes go at large and hire out them-

ves.
sae whereas the inhabitants of this island do often put hooks and rings,
or collars round their Negroes’ necks and legs that absent themselves and
run away from their masters’ or mistresses’ service, the better to distinguish,
them. so that hereby they may be apprehended and brought home: And
whereas of late, some persons have and do often take off such pot-hooks
and rings, by which means they are not known, and thereby keep out
much longer from their masters’ and mistresses’ service,. to their great de-.
triment and damage ;—for prevention of which—Be it enacted by the. Clausez.
authority aforesuid, that ifany white person or persons shall take ff any Rowly.on puch a
pot-hook, ring, or collar from any Negro or Negroes or other Slave or gro’s collar without
Slaves’ neck or necks, leg or legs,without the leave oftheir master, mistresses, '"* °f bis master.
or overseer, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay the sum. of ten
pounds current money, to Her Majesty, her heirs, and successors, to be paid
to the owner of such Negro or other Slave, from whose neck or Iegs any.
pot-hook, ring, or collar shall be taken as aforesaid, due proof thereofbeing
made before any ofHer Majesty’s justices of the peace or the party’s own
confession, to be recovered as in case of servants’ wages, and in case any
Negro or Negroes shall be found guilty thereof, such Negro or Negroes
shall receive forty lashes on his or her bare back, by order of any one of
Her Majesty’s justices of the peace.
And whereas many hucksters and other persons in this island, notwith- gee No. 99. Cl. 4

standing the forfcitures and penalties of several laws heretofore made
against the trading with Negroes, still cunningly held and privately carried
on a private correspondence with them, and thereby very much encouraged
thefts and robberies, to the great damage of many of the inhabitants of
this island: And whercas it is impossible altogether to discourage and
find out such evil practices without there be some fit persons appointed to
discover, make known, and prosecute all such persons as aforesaid: Beit Games,
therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that within twentydays after The clerk of the
the publication of this Act, the clerk of the markets of this island shall and ™**¢t ' hire twoable men, to appre-
is hereby required to hire annually two able men, who shall be allowed hend any Negro,&e.

° . oe that shall come toand paid out of the public treasury of this island the sum of fifteen pounds, towntosell any goods
current money of this island each per annum; and such persons to be ap- Se. without having a
pointed shall have full power and authority to apprehend any Negro or”
Negroes that come into the said town to sell or dispose of any goods or
commodities whatsoever without being licensed as aforesaid, either by hav-
ing some white person with them or a metallic collar on his neck or leg,
and shall also diligently inspect the tippling-houses, huckstering-shops,Andshallalso inspect
markets, and ail other suspected places within or near the said town ; and neUppling houses,
in case they or either of them shall find or know of any white person or kets, &., andif they
persons that shall trade, barter, or any ways deal with any Negro or tv person de,
Negroes, they shall proceed against such person or persons as before in as aforesaid, shall ap-
this Act is appointed, and in like manner against all Negro or Negroes: oe ® justice of
and for the more strict performance of the duty required of the persons to See Cl. 4, 5, and 6.
be appointed as aforesaid, they shall before they enter upon their office
appear before any one of Her Majesty’sjustices of the peace within the town
aforesaid, and take the following oath—viz: I, A. B. de sincerely promise By etope cakes
and swear, that I will diligently and carefully perform the duty of me re- market, and his depu-
quired by an Act of this island, entitled “ An Act to prohibit the Inhabi- gutieremen.
tants of this island from employing their Negroes and other Slaves in scll-
Ing or bartering,” and I will use my utmost endeavours to discover and
make known all such person or persons that shall any ways deal or trade
with any Negroes or other Slaves, and as often as I shall discover or
know of any such, I will inform one of Her Majesty's justices of the peace

323



324

244 BARBADOES.

thereof, and will prosecute all such person or persons to the utmost of my
power. So help me God.”

Clanse9. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any justice
Fenaltyonthejus of the peace within this island (the members of Her Majesty’s council ex.
herein. cepted) shall refuse doing and performing all or any of the matters ang

things enjoined him by this law for the space of six days after any com
plaint shall be made to him, such justice shall forfeit to Her Majesty to and
for the use of the party grieved, the sum of ten pounds, current money, to
be recovered before the next justice of the peace to the party complaining
as in case of servants’ wages, and be made incapable of serving in such
post or office for the future.

Passed the 6th day of January 1708.

 

7.

(No. 117.) An Act to secure the peaceable Possession of Negroes and
other Slaves to the Inhabitants of this Island, and to

prevent and punish the clandestine and illegal Detenue
of them. :

Thefect rat of a, FORASMUCH as the estates and plantations of this island are chiefly
5, 6 to23, 27,28 and Managed and supported by the labour and service of Negroes and other
atWiringopactona Slaves, and therefore are equally valuable to the inhabitants as lands, and
for Slaves in the ought to be under as great regard and security in law; and that what shall
court of OFanceet De adjudged a lawful possession of them may be ascertained; and that
ing, &c. all private, concealed, covert, clandestine, cunningly designed, and illegal
An openfree and possessions may, be ely punished, and for the fuareaprevented - Be it
notorious possession CNACLE y ls Kxcelienc wtor rowe, Ksquire, mer ajes *s Ca tain

three |months,PY General and Governor-in-chief of the island of Barbadoes, St. Lucia,
shall be a legal and Dominica, St. Vincent, and the rest of the islands, colonies, and plantations
sig ondthe groves im America, lying and being to windward of Guadaloupe, which now are,
at the end of thisor hereafter shall be under Her Majesty’s subjection and government, &.,
clause. the honourable the members of Her Majesty's council and the General

Assembly of this island, and by the authority of the same, that all and
every person and persons prhatsoever who have had an open, clear, free,
and notorious possession of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, for the
space of tree months together before the date of this Act, accounting only
eight and twenty days to each month, and who gained such possession
legally by due course of law, sale at public’ outery, descent, or became
seized as executor, administrator, attorney, manager,* renter, or other lawful
power and authority, and have not procured such possession privately,
designedly, cunningly, obscurely, or fraudulently, shall be always deemed,
taken and adjudged, and is hereby declared to have a legal and just

Slaves newly im- possession against all persons whatsoever to hold any Negroes or Slaves
ported, the importer UNtil a full and legal recovery shall be had and obtained; and in case
Faithe keeps them where Negroes and Slaves are newly imported, to be employed or sold in
the first purchaser, this island, the importer, whilst he keeps them for his own use, and also
eecucion® equal to the first purchaser when here sold, shall be deemed, allowed, and adjudged
three months, to have a legal possession, equivalent to three months, though such Negro
That oneeve iuet OF Stave have not been here so long: Excepting and always provided that
Hunt, be et neaae all and every person or persons who have any just right to such Negroes
recovery at common or Slaves, is, nor shall be by this Act, nor anything therein contained,
Tams oF equity barred, or foreclosed, injured, or prejudiced in the just recovery of his legal

right to such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, by due course of law or
Whatshallbedeemed equity ; and all other possessions which shall not be in manner as before
Potsestion, adjudged expressed) withoutty contrivance, unjust design, of fraud, are

ining. ere eclared and shall be adjudged on legal possession, and a Con-
cealing, harbouring, and unjust detaining contrary, to law, and the true
intent and meaning of this Act.

Clause 2. And therefore be it enacted, and it is enacted, ordained, and declared by
the authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons from and after the pub-

_ * Arenter here, I apprehend, is such an one who holds by lease. See clause 19.
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lication of this Act shall knowinglymaintain, keep, harbour, conceal, or detain
any Negro orNegroes, Slave or Slaves in such secret, clandestine, and illegat
manner as aforesaid, all and every such person or persons who is or are in
such case injured or grieved, and have or shall have their Negroes or
Slaves so detained from him, her or them, are hereby fully empowered to Complaint to be in
make his, her, or their complaint to any of the two nearest or neighbouring two tearest juntine
justices of the peace (one whereof tobe of the quorum) to the place of the who are within two
habitation of the complainant; which complaint is to be expressed in wtant ct antiae
writing under the hand of such complainant in order to the said justices the defendant's ap-
making a record thereof as well as other the proceedings thereon, which veggance within four
said justices are hereby, and by the authority aforesaid, required and em-
powered, within two days at furthest after the time of such complaint to
issue a warrant or warrants under their hands and seals containing the
substance of such complaint, to any sworn constable, requiring such con-
stable thereby strictly to summon such person or persons so complained of And to summon wit-
to appear before them within four days at furthest to make answer to suchof theplana
complaint, and also to summon all and every person or persons whom the ,
complainant shall allege can give evidence in the matter of complaint,
who are hereby enjoined to declare the whole truth of their know-
ledges in the matter complained of; and the said justices are hereby Warrantof search to
empowered and required to grant their warrant or warrants to search Neg som tainee
for and apprehend such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, as shall for. P
be so complained for and illegallydetained, to the end they may view
the said Slave or Slaves ; and that it may be as it is hereby declared tobe ___
in the power of the said justices to order and deliver the possession of the Jsstices acontiae
said Negro or Negroes, Slave or Siaves according to the appointment and this law.
intent of this Act, on due and legal proof thereof before the said justices
by the oath of one or more credible witnesses, that the Negro or Negroes What shall be snfi-
Slave or Slaves complained for have before the time ofsuch complaint made, naa Pee CL. en,
been in the lawful, quiet, and peaceable custody and possessionof the
complainant or complainants for the time and space of three months, and
in such legal manner as herein-before is mentioned and expressed, and that
the party or parties complained of have in an unjust and unlawful manner
maintained,kept,harboured, concealed, or fraudulently detained such Negro
or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, contrary to the intent of this Act, or have not
come to the possession of the same by some lawful or warrantable way or
means, (although it shall appear to the said justices that the time of such
unlawful detinue as aforesaid, do or shall exceed the time and space of
three months), then and in such case such justices shall adjudge the party Justices to adjudge: : : . : . the penalty of fiveor parties so complained of, guilty of an illegal detention contrary to the pouuds per day, or
intent and meaning of this Act; and the party and parties so foundguilty, any Part of a ‘day,
shall pay to the complainant or complainants for every day or any part of
aday which the offender or offenders shall be proved and adjudged to
have unlawfully detained each and every such Negro or Negroes, Slave or
Slaves, the :sum. of five pounds sterling money, and so. proportionably for-
alonger time, provided the said penalty doth not exceed one hundred provided it
pounds sterling: And the said justices are hereby further empowered and poundsaad weaned
required strictly to command and enjoin the said offender or offenders, to the Negroesto be re-
deliver and restore to the complainant or complainants, and into his, her,“
or their safe possession, each and every such Negro or Negroes, Slave or
Slaves, and in default or refusal thereof, to forfeit and pay the sum of two Onrefusal thejustices
hundred pounds sterling, for every such Negro or Slave so detainedas two buvdea pounds
aforesaid; and in case any such offender or offenders do not obey the frevery Negro #0
order, sentence, and judgment of the said justices as to the payment of "
the said penalty, and restoring the Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves so
detained, then the said justices are hereby empowered and required forth-
with, after such judgment by them given, to issue execution under their Execation to be di-
hands and seals pursuant to the judgment aforesaid against such offender pyc""4,0 any consta-
oroffenders, and every of them, as well for the penalty aforesaid, as for the where the complaintsaid forfeiture of two hundred pounds sterling for every Negro or Slave #.m2ietelevyand
80as aforesaid detained, and that shall not be forthwith restored to the law, and to receive
complainant in manner aforesaid, which execution is to be directed to any theseme feesasmar
Constable within the parish where the complaint shall be made, who is
ereby empowered and required to levy the same, and proceed therein in
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like manner as the marshals of the Courts of Common Pleas inthis islang
are empowcred to proceed upon executions at common law, and the
constables in this case shall and may receive the like fees as the marshals
of the Courts of Common Pleas in this island are by law empowered tg

br rade soil demand and receive; and the said justices are hereby further required
are to give copies of upon request of either of the parties, complainant or defendant, to give
Proceedings under a] 4 ip ' :proceedings | under them or each of themafair and full copy of all their proceedings, contain.

ing the complaints, proofs, orders, judgments, and executions at large
under their hands and seals, for which the party desiring the same shall
immediately pay the sum of ten shillings, together with five shillings more
when the said copies shall be fully complete and perfected, and delivered

Proviso— to him. Provided nevertheless, that if any Negro or Negroes, Slave or
Be Ae tecveartie Slaves adjudged or ordered to be delivered or restored to the complainant
timeof complaintand or complainants as aforesaid,shall happen todie a natural death between
thentheoffender nx the day of complaint, and the time that the judgment shall be given ag
liable to the forfeiture ; any legal witnesses :Hable to¢ orfeiture aforesaid, and duly made appear by any legal witnesses, such offender
pounds. shall not be liable to the forfeiture of two hundred pounds sterling afore.

Vide Clause 9. gaid, any thing in this Act contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
Clause3. But forasmuch as such secret, clandestine, and illegal declaiming of

Upon insufficient evi- . i : U

deuce,the defendans Negroes and Slaves are not easily discovered for want of legal evidence:
soar eath, camer Be it therefore enacted anddeclared by the authority aforesaid, that every

veee™* such complainant or complainants so grieved, if they have not sufficient
evidence to prove such detinue at all, or that they can prove but part of
the number of Negroes and Slaves that have been detained, then and in
such case, the said justices are hereby fully authorized, empowered, and
required to examine the party or parties complained of upon oath or legal
affirmation (if Quakers) requiring them and each of them to declare the
truth concerning. such complaint (in case of failure of other witnesses);
and if upon such oath or affirmation it shall appear to the said
justices that such a Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, have been

Justicestoorderthe illegally detained, then such justices shall order such Negro or Negroes,
if proof is made of Slave or Slaves, to be restored in manner aforesaid; but if the party or
the detention. parties so lawfully summoned, and returned so to be upon oath of the con-

stable (except in case of extraordinary sickness so as to disable him, her,
or them), shall neglect or refuse to appear, answer, discover, or declare

Defendantrefusingto upon oath or Jegal affirmation as aforesaid, to such questions as shall be
ent at evneee.n asked and demanded concerning the detaining such Negro or Negroes,

See clause 30., if oe Slave or Slaves so complained for, it shall be taken pro confesso that such
pear or answer. Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, have been illegally detained : and the

saidjustices shall give judgment accordingly, as if such detention had been
Where the defen- otherwise fully proved: And in such case where the offender's oath is re-
cd, thejustices to ad- quired, thesaid justices are hcreby authorizedand empowered toadjudge such
judge only the dam damages as they in their consciences do believe have been sustained by the

complainant or complainants for every day that such Negro or Negroes, Slave
or Slaves, have been so illegally detained according to the value of the service
ofsuch Slave or Slaves, which damages when so adjudged, the said justices

which shall be paid Shall order the offender or offenders forthwith to pay to the complainant or
forthwith,of execs’ complainants ; and upon the refusal of the offender or offenders to pay the
levied; same, the said justices shall grant execution in manner aforesaid only for

such damages so ascertained, and the same is to be levied in manner afore-
but not to exceed said, not exceeding the sum of two shillings sterling money per day, for
ol Sere Pe con each Negro, and shall likewise order and put the complainant in possession

piainant into posses- of the said Negro or Negrocs in manner, and under the penalty of two
ston, ‘ . 2

Complaint appearing hundred pounds for each Negro or other Slave as aforesaid: But if such

vexatious,the Justi"e complaint shall appear to be vexatious, then the said justices shall tax

defendant not ex-Feasonable costs for the defendant against the said complainant or com-
EE ease plainants not exceeding the sum of five pounds sterling money, and in case
execution toissue and Of non-payment thereof within ten days, execution to issue and be levied
be levied as aforesaid, in manneraforesaid.

.

Clause 4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person

tapaythe.suns had or persons, who, on any sale at outcry of any goods, chattels, or other

within twenty days, effects, by virtue of the Act, shall happen to be the greatest bidder, shall
Vid. No. 28.ch 4 not pay the sum by him, her, or them, bid at such sale at outery, within

twenty days, then and in such case the justices of the peace before whom
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the first complaint was made, shall, and they are hereby empowered and 4 wit of twenty
required to issue a writ of twenty per ceat. against the persen or persons praivstthen. “ue
who fails in payment, in the sane manner as is appointed on sales at outcry
byvirtue of any procecdings in the Courts of Common Pleas in this
island.
And for a more speedy recovery of Negrocs and Slaves by suits at the Pore? 84 seni

common law: Be it enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that Hightto any Slaves
all and every person or persons who shall lay any claim to the right, propertyon at ne he
and inheritance of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, shall and may have the possession,

lawfully bring his, her, or their suit or action against any person or per: yyeesMP
sons who have possession of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, ex-

cept overseers and managers who have Negroes and Slaves under their
charge in the right of others, who by the intent of this Act,.are not deemed
to have the right of possession, but their master or mistress, or those who
represent them, and are the persons deemed liable to be sucd in .such-Where such actions
manner as other persons hereinbefore mentioned, in the Court of Common 12) bebrovsitt and
Pleas, held for the precincts where such defendant lives ; and in case they
have no certain habitation of their own, then the action shall be served in
the most ‘usual or common place of abode ten days at the least before the
setting of the said court; and upon legal return of such service, the judges
of the respective Courts of Common Pleas aforesaid, are hereby fully em- Methodof the courts

: . : . proceeding thereon
powered, authorized, and required in all such cases to proceed to trial and See cl.7 aud 11.
give judgment, the first court after a full and perfect issuc shall be joined,
and the cause made fit for trial or judgment, either in matter of law or fact:
Provided always, that in case the owner of any plantation, or his executors ,, |,Pr oe.
or administrators are not in this island, and have no attorney or attornies seers aze liable.
here, then the agent or chief manager, or overseer of such plantation,
shall be prosecuted, examined, and awarded against, for unlawfully de-
taining of such Negroes, as all other persons are by this Act, and so he*
shall be if he unlawfully detain and keep any Negro or Slave belonging to
any other person without the express order of his master or employer.
And for the more speedy bringing all such actions which any ways Clause 6.

relate to Negroes for trial and judgment: It is hereby enacted and or- Plaintiff to leave in
. . ? oe oe @ clerk’soffice, on

dained by the authority aforesaid, that every plaintiff or plaintiffs, when he, fiing his action, all
she, or they, file their declaration in the clerk’s office of the Courts of papers,&c. or attest-
Common Pleas, shall leave in the said office, with the clerk, all such theacton. aye
powers or letters of attorney, letters testamentary, or administration, or
guardianship, deeds, and writings, or legal attested copies thereof froin
some office of record, as are any ways mentioned in the action or actions
filed, and whereof profert is made, to the end the defendant or defend-
ants may have a view of the same, the better to enable him, her, or them,
to plead within the time limited and prescribed by this Act; and after And after a plea of

any plea of abatement shall be filed in the said office, then the plaintiff orSate ithidtawthem
plaintiffs may take all such writings and papers from the said clerk into sau.
his or their custody.
And itis hereby further enacted, ordained, and declared by the authority Clause 7.

} . * * Plea in abatement toaforesaid, that in case the defendant shall picad in abatement to such poo in days
action, such plea shall be filed in the office of the said court in four days after service, and
after due service thereof, that the plaintiff may take a copy thereof, which "seed the fst cour
plea of abatement shall be called and argued the first court after the filing
of the same; and if such plea shall be overruled by the court, then thefendeat to.plecd de-
defendant shall plead issuably, or in bar, or demur, fourteen daysat snably in bar and
furthest after the last day of the court, that such plea of abatement shall demurrer, in fourteen
be overruled and filed in the said office, that the plaintiff may have copies , "
thereof, in order to join issue, reply, or demur; and if it shall so happen
that further special ‘pleadings shall be requisite to complete any cause Where farther plead-

. . . . . ings are necessar’
for trial either by the. court or jury, then it shall be in the power oF the court may give
discretion of the court to give the plaintiff or defendant a rule, not ex-?a’fourteen days,
ceeding fourteen days, in any necessary case where further pleadings is but not suffer any
required, having due regard not to suffer any dilatory pleadings or con- Cintncances.
tinuances, but that all actions relating to the right or property of Negroes,Negroactions to be
be every court first called and proceeded upon with all expedition, as far verycourt.

See Clause § and 13.
* The Overseer.
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forth as the cause will admit of, until a full, just, and final sentence shall
be given. .

Clause 8. And because it hath been very difficult to prove a right to Negroes, their
What shall be suff- names many times being unintelligible, and many going under two names,

cient evidence wher’ and others under one and the same name: Be it therefore enacted by the
areunintelligible, &¢ authority aforesaid, that if the evidence proves the Negroes declaredfor,

to be such Negroes as have becn, or are commonly deemed, known, or
taken to be the Negroes or Slaves of the plaintiff or plaintiffs, unless the
defendant shews a more clear right and proof paramount to the Negro or
Negroes, Slave or Slaves in question, that then and in such case such
Negroes and Slaves shall be deemed and judged to be sufficiently proved
under such proof as aforesaid, any thing in this law, seeming to the con.
trary notwithstanding.

Clause 9. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon ever
What aoa se the action of detinue, if the plaintiff or plaintiffs make recovery, the verdict
plasntif’s recovery, shall be that the defendant or defendants deliver into the possession of

such plaintiffs such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, or for each and
every one of them, the sum of two hundred pounds current money; and

Execution to issue if such defendant do not perform the same in fourteen days after judgment
cays,” ‘™ fore" of the said court upon the said verdict, the said plaintiff or plaintiffs may

take out execution against such defendant or defendants, and levy the
same upon any of their estates, cither real or personal, and for want thereof,
upon their bodies; and the manner of the proceedings, as to the levy or
capias, to be executed by the officers of the said Court of Common

Proviso— Pleas, according to the methods of such courts. Excepted always if such
When Negroes diea Negroes or Slaves, or any of them, shall happen to die a natural death
patra edteof te Between the date of the judgment and the execution, then and in suchween the date of the > .
judgment and execu- case the defendant shall not be compelled or be liable to pay the said
rise adClase. penalty of two hundred pounds current money, anything in this law to

the contrary notwithstanding.
Clause 10. And that there may not be any encouragement tokeep and detain Negroes:

After recovery ‘he when the persons so keeping them know they have no right: Be it there-plaintiff may have an . . ]
action of damages. fore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that after such recovery is made,

the plaintiff may have his, her, or their action or actions for the damages
by him, her, or them sustained.

Clause 11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all actions
be Anepurouthe Felating to the property and right of Negroes, and the pleadings to them,
CourtList. Vide Cl.7- shall be put first upon the list, and called for trial as the same shall seve-

Penalty aeintion rally be, according as they are entered ; and if it appear that the officers, or
any of them, be guilty of any corruption either by neglecting to give
timely summons, or in summoningofjuries, or wilfully fail in their duty
by giving wrong copies of records, misplacing such actions on the list, or
otherwise, then such evil practices being duly and legally proved before
the said court, or the major part thereof, the said officer shall be displaced
and for ever rendered incapable of the said office, and be further liable
to the damages sustained by reason of such misfeazance.

Clause 12. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all writs of
junctionswobebefore error on Negro actions shall be brought within fourteen days after judg-
judgmentoan fourrment given at the common law, or after any judgment given upon a

_Exceptions. _ Complaint before any justices of the peace, and also ail injunctions which
Bit sur onthe ie’ Shall be necessary and allowed by the chancellor, shall be brought before

judgment, or within fourteen days after, persons beyond sea, femmes
couvertes, and infants excepted, and all writs of error which shall be brought
on Negro actions shall be put first on the list of error.

Clause 13. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all proceed-
wren stail ohare ings relating to the possession or detention of Negroes or other Slaves
by the death or ab- before the justices or property before any of the judges of the respective
sence of the plaintify Courts of Common Pleas in this island, no action, Bill, complaint or any
but the representa. Other proceedings where there is but one plaintiff, shall fall or abait citherby
tives admitted parties death or absence of any one or more, or all of the said plaintiffs to the actionto the record, andallowed one month’s OF Complaint, but those who have the right of representation either as heirs,
tinse acuion Proseente guardians, executors, administrators, or attorneys, such qualifications being

plaint produced upon record, shall be admitted and made party or parties to the
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record by the rule or order of the judges or justices before whom the com-
Jaint or action lics, and such person or persons so admitted party or parties

shall have one months time after such their admittance, that they may have
due time to prosecute the interest of the person or persons whom they repre-
sent, neither shall such action fall by the death of any or all the defendants,Representatives ae
put such action or complaint shall go on and be maintained against any the aimittedutsupra.
yepresentatives of such defendant or defendants, or such person or persons
as shall have the Negroes or Slaves demanded in their possession, and such
representative of the defendant or person or persons who have the said
Negroes in their possession, shall be made parties to the said complaint or
action in manner aforesaid, to the end they may have due time to defend
the interest of themselves or the persons they represent.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the defendant It peatause 14 ‘ont

or defendants in any action in any of the Courts of Common Pleas within for the plantifftfor the plantiff to

this island, shall plead that such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, are not vere ibe cesroes
in their possession, then and in such case, it shall be sufficient for the plain- dant’s possession at
tiff or plaintiffs, to prove by one or more legal evidence or evidences to the {he tenononwana
jury, that such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, were in the possession of ten days before,
the defendant either upon the day of the action brought, or within ten days
before the action brought, provided the defendant hath not delivered unto unless the defendant
the complainant theNegroes so complained or sued for within ten days after intendaysafterthe
complaint ; and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs find any difficulty to prove the Beenie thenlty to
possession in part or in the whole, then complaint may be made as aforesaid prove the possession
to the two nearest or neighbouring justices to the complainant, who are Baeena ciows,
hereby required to proceed in manner aforesaid, for discovery of the posses- for discovery on the
sion by or upon the oath of the party or parties so complained of; and if upondefendant's oath. See

such complaint or examination any time of possession of any Negro or
Negroes, Slave or Slaves, shall be proved, then a certificate of the time of Justice's certificate
such possession under the hands and seals of the said justices, shall be suffi- proofto thejury.
cient proof to the jury, to find for any plaintiff or plaintiffs, commencing
their action or actions in manner aforesaid. Clause 15
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any widow Tena rnt in dower

seized of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, of the dower of her husband sendingoff any Negro
shall send off, or any ways directly or indirectly consent to the sending off partyinreversion, &.
this island, or sell and dispose of any such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, imayPeter andtake
so that they or any of them are sent off this island as aforesaid, without the possessionofall other
lawful consent of him, her, or them, in reversion or remainder being of fullee ite,
age, and also of the executor or administrator, where they are liable to thethegame being there
payment of debts for want of other effects, then, and in such case, it shall and °9°"*"**
may be lawful for him, her, or them, in reversion or remainder, or the execu-
tor or administrator, and every of them, or those who have any trust lodged
in them for the use of any other, to enter and take possession of such Negro or
Negroes, Slave or Slaves, and all other the estate which she holds of the
dower of her husband, the same being forfeited by the sending off or disposing ,
of such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, by this Act ; and further,ifany suchFeaete mie
widow shall marry an husband who shall send off, or sell and dispose of any ing off or selling any
such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, so that they are sent off as aforesaid, hi hedak ta into
without the lawful consent of him, her, or them, in reversion of the trusteesand enjoyall theoo
as aforesaid, and every of them, then, and in such case, the person or persons during the life ofthe
who have the reversion, shall and may enter into and enjoy all and every the bssband.
estate which the said husband holds in right of his wife as her dower, whereof
such Negro or Negroes is or are part or the whole, for and during the life of
her husband.
And that it may fall out that the Negroes and Slaves sent off as aforesaid, gy, 16

or disposed of, may be of greater value than the estate that such person or Negrocs in dower
persons in reversion or remainder, or as executor or administrator can find ste vate thee
to enter upon, so that there may bea great defect of a just remedy in such a the remaining estate
case: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the person or pea comer, Paty
persons in reversion or remainder, shall and are hereby empowered to have an action at common
an action or actions at common law against the widow and against the hus-fenaer, for treble the
band, for the recovery of treble the full value of such Negro or Negroes So value of the Negroest , S ff.cent off or disposed of as aforesaid, out of any other estate of her said“"°
usband.
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And also that it is not hereby provided, that if such persons in reversion or
remainder, or an executor or administrator, be interrupted in their entering

tntermpinnsgn en. Upon such estate forfeited as aforesaid, how they shall be remedied: Beit
tries, for any forfe- therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every person OY persons gotures;thepartyininr’ injured as aforesaid, shall and is hereby fully empowered to bring an action
common law. OF actions at the common law, for the recovery of such forfeited estate, be the

same land, buildings, Negroes, or Slaves, or the value thereof, against any
person or persons who shall impede, molest, or interrupt any such person as
aforesaid, from taking or entering on any the estate hereinbefore mentioned ;

teieviedowanyes, thE Said recovery to be levied on any the estate real or personal against
tate of the offender, whom such recovery shall be had and obtained according as is appointed by
asin theCourtsofthe Acts relating to the Courts of Common Pleas, which action oractions
Clause 5, 7,and1- shall be tried within the same time and under the same rules and penalties

in the proceedings as is provided for the recovery of Negroes as aforesaid,
The saneeeedings And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the same pro-
and penalties against ceedings shall be had and made against all persons that are possessed of
genants for le, *s Negroes or other Slaves, for and during their natural lives or the life of

"another, if they or any of them shall send off or sell any such Negro or
Negroes, Slave or Slaves, or dispose of them so as they are sent off this
island, and be under the same forfeiture to all intents and purposes as the

Tenants for life or Widow and husband lie under as aforesaid ; and if any person or persons so
fever Widcabiing Holding any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, either in dower or for term
such Negroes, to pay Ofhis or her own life or the life of another person, shall wilfully destroy, maim,
the party’in tever, Ot disable any Negro or Slave so held, shall pay treble the value of suchNegro
Bion, or Slave so destroyed, maimed, or disabled, to the person or persons in rever-
How and where re- 8i0n or remainder, or to his or their lawful representative, to be recovered
coverable. against such offender or offenders in damages in the Courts of Common Pleas

where such offender lives, and be liable to be sued there for the same ataby
time after the said offence is committed.

Clause 19. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all Negroes and
Method of bringing Slaves, or the value thereof, shall be sued for, and tried by action of detinue,actions for Negroes . “e ° . .ortheir value, writ de partitione facienda, action of trover and conversion, trespass, or of

dower, as the case shall require, and by no other writ or action whatsoever;
and all proceedings to and upon such action of detinue, partition, or of

See Cl.5, 7, and 11, dower, shall be in the same manner as hereinbefore is expressed and ap-
Exceptions as to tro- pointed: but as to trover and trespass, the proceedings shall be after thever and trespass. * 5 . “aeProviso accustomed method of the common law. Provided always, and it is the true
‘Plaintiff's partition or intent and meaning of this Act, that the complainants in partition or dower
any penalty or dama- Are not to recover any penalty or damages, upon such actions, against the
Fee enter eccre defendants for the time the complainants have been out of essi therthe defendants are out Pp . Of poss ssion, o leofpossession. than what may accrue to them from the commencement of their right,

Proviso— —_ which they may sue for by due course of law. And it is further providedThis Act not to ex- : : . . ° ’tendtolender or let. that this Act, or anything herein contained, shall not extend to any person
tarotNegroes forany or persons whatsoever, that hath or shall lend any Negro or Negroes, Slavetime expired ; nor to . 3 5 9any “oversee, ae. OF Slaves, or let any such for any time or term of years, or for a shorter
who. consent of ¢j * 1" 00the claimer, come le. Ue, Whose leases or agreements are expired, nor to any attorney, overseer,
gally into such pos. OF Other person who came by the possession of any such Negroes or Slaves,
clearly’a bare trust, DY act or consent of the claimers, or by some persons by, from, or under him,
But in all such cases her, or them, and whose possession appears clearly to be but a bare trust;the claimant to be pntinto possession by the OF and in all such cases the party or parties who makes the claim shall be put
Justices, andthe same into possession of such Negroes or Slaves, by the said justices, in manner and
arseofrefusal, as orm aforesaid; and the same proceedings are to be had in case of refusal, as if
22% an illegal deten- an illegal detention, anything in this law seeming to the contrary notwith-

standing: And in all cases where any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves,
Tfany.personwhode- unlawfully detained, are or shall be lent, rented, or hired out, the borrower,
fully, and hires him FNter, or hirer, shall not incur or be subject to the penalty of five pounds per
deteaees rats? diem, but the person lending, renting, or hiring out shall be liable and subject
shail be jiable to the to the same only, and be levied upon for it accordingly.penalty, ‘and not the person to whom he ishired.J

And forasmuch as many times guardians, executors, and administrators,
by connivance and fraud, do suffer Negroes under their trust to be under-
sold, and often buy such Negroes themselves, or contrive that they be
bought for them, to the great loss of orphans, creditors, legatees, and all con-
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cerned, suchNegroes being sold oftentimes for half their worth, even to the
ruin of the plantations to which they belong, and this many times when
there are other effects, by which means such Negroes might be preserved:
Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any guardian, Clause ao.
execittor, or administrator, shall consent or agree with any marshal, officer, Gv2tlian.executor,or

2 admiuistrator agrees
creditor, or other person, to have any Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or wg with marshal,&c.,

‘ 1 ste in mn . ° a ‘a? . to have Negroes soldSlaves belonging to the estate which they or any of them have in trust asat outery, or permit-
aforesaid, to be extended or sold at outcry, or suffer or permit any ting the same where

. here is pe $<
guch Negro or Negroes to be sold at outcry, when there are other effects, (e npc to the
personal estate of the deceased liable to the payment of any such debt, in debt, forfeits _fitty

e . 7% is to tt t
such case the said guardian, executor, or administrator, and every or any of bieved.
them so consenting or agreeing, suffering, or permitting, shall be, and areVid.oath of na
hereby respectively, liable to the forfeiture of fifty pounds current money of this “"°?"°?P
island, for each and every Negro or other Slave so extended or sold at outery
to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, to the use of the party grieved..
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon all outeries Clause 21.

of Negroes there shall be twenty days for redemption, as in case of land, Twentydays'redemp-
. : : : ti » all outcries of

and until the expiration of the said twenty days no property shall be trans- Negroes, as in caseof
ferred to the purchaser, who shall not be obliged to pay his money for theHay atranstereed to
Negrocs purchased until the expiration of twenty days, any law or statute the purchaser, or he

eo, 1° 1 i . + ; , obliged to make pay-to the contrary notwithstanding ; and during the said twenty days, the sien, and during the
Negroes so purchased shall remain in the hands of the purchaser, he giving twenty days the Ne-
security in double the sum which the said Negroes sold for, to re-deliver them 0%trypani
to the marshal, if the person or persons from whom they were attached, or chaser; but he shallep * Ig give double securittheir execnters, administrators, or assigns, or the person that hath the title £¥° dountiveny to
of the said Negroes, shall, at any time within the said twenty days, make due the marshal, in ease
tender of, and pay unto the marshal that outeried them, or his lawful deputy,sisoNo.48, Cl. 10.
the full value of the outcry and his lawful charges, in which case such pur-
chaser at outcry, shall deliver back all the Negroes and Slaves so bonght
and redeemed unto the said marshal, who shall forthwith deliver them to the
person or persons that shall so redeem them; and if the purchaser shall refusal thereof,

. . . such person to be
refuse on Such demand of the said marshal to deliver them to him, then such deemet au unlawful
person so refusing shall, from the day of such refusal, be deemed and ad- to the penaltien oF
judged an unlawful detainer of the possession of all such Negroes and Slaves,thisAct.
and be in all respects subject and liable to be prosecuted for the same before
the two next justices, and suffer the penalties provided for in this Act. Pro- Proviso
vided nevertheless, that if any of the said Negroes shall die a natural death Where Negroes die
between the time of their being outcried and the said demand of the said mar- tween the time of

. . . * . t d the =
shal, in order to his restoring them to the person so redeeming them, the said Snaredemand forres
purchaser at outcry shall suffer no damage or loss by such death, and shall delivery.
be liable to deliver back such of them only as are living at the time of such
demand made by the said marshal ; but if the said Negroes so purchased at Tf ne|tweanrdane
outcry are not redeemed within the said twenty days, then the right andthe property to be
property which the debtor had in such Negroes and Slaves shall divest and Site (3 thPor
be settled in the purchaser, and the said marshal shall pass bis bill of salecl.10.
for the same accordingly, and then demand and receive the full value of the ane thet or eale,
outcry from the purchaser, for the use of the creditor, which if the said and ten demand the
purchaser shall refuse to pay at that time, he shall be subject and liable to V4¥5,haben’
such penalties and forfeitures as ate hereinbefore appointed for such as neglectdiatelypaid,or the
or refuse to pay for any effects bought at outcry, and shall be proceededthe penalties in this
against accordingly. Ca2.on outeries, See
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that for the better~~ Ciause os.vert : “os . tr . Where the effects arepreservingNegroes on estates in this island, and keeping them entire to- ee rtacient te pay

gether from ruin by the recovery of legacies left by testators, and just debts debts and legaciesan . : . at ‘ Sain the executor, &c. madue from their estates, which might with more ease be paid, without injuring gecharcethemto pre.
any person concerned, by having a little longer time for the payment of such vent- the Negroes
debt le : fter . a > it shall I may be lawful f being sold, aud theebts or legacies after they shall become due, it shall and may be lawful for o322 sia remain
any executor, administrator, or other person in trust, not having sufficient security for the sums

: . ‘ . . a . -effects in his or their hands belonging to the testator, or the estate that he (274d,wilh
or they are intrusted for to pay and satisfy, or cause to be paid and satisfied,per cent, ami the
any legacy or just debt, after the same shall become due, from the estate, tistied. ’
that the Negroes may be preserved on the plantation, and prevented from
being levied on and carried from it, which would inevitably ruin the same,
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and put it out of a capacity of recovering itself again, and what money an
executor, administrator, or other person in trust, shall pay or satisfy, or
cause to be paid and satisfied for the discharging such legacies and debts as
aforesaid, the estate shall stand and remaina security for the money paid or
satisfied, or to be paid as aforesaid, with interest for the same, at andaftep
the rate of ten pounds per cent per annum, until the same shall be fully paid
and satisfied.
And whereas it often falls out that, after the death of any person or persons

possessed ofNegroes and Slaves, great disputes arise about the title and posses.
sion of such Slave or Slaves, so that several persons pretend right to them, and
get them many times by indirect means into their several possessions, which
proves oftentimes the ruin of the plantations and the persons to whom the
really belong, occasioning long and tedious lawsuits, the possession not bein
hitherto in such cases clearly settled, so that the Justices of the peace may

Clause 23, 80 Safely proceed as the case requires: Be it theretore enacted by the autho.
Persons dying pos- tity aforesaid, that where any person or persons whatsoever shall die seized

seieedton canine OF possessed of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, as aforesaid, the exe-
trators, or trustees, CUtOr or executors, adininistrator, trustee or trustees of such persons, shall
shall have the posses- have the benefit of this law, to have such possession for andin behalfof theper-sion, in order to pre-
serve them, until the Son or persons that have just right to them, or any of them, for preservin
title hall be deter- of them until the title of such Negroes and Slaves is settled and determined b

due course of the common law or otherwise; and the said Negroes shall con-
tinue on the plantation of the party deceased until legally recovered by some

Proviso— person vightfully claiming: Provided always that the advantages accruing for
deNenehaan the work of such Negroes and Slaves be not misapplied by such exceutors,
the rightowner, administrators, or trustees, but they and every of them shall be accountable

to the person or persons in whom the title is found good.
Clause 24. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any Negro

When any Negroshall or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, shall hereafter be executed, and the justicesbe executed, the jus-
tices, &c. shall’ in- and freeholders, or field officers, shall have certified the values of such
aititleddaedspereen is Negroes or Slaves as the law directs, then, if any person or persons have
and give certificate, any right or title to a reversion or remainder in such Negrocs or Slaves, the
inserting the value ov, ‘dd 7 } se . 1 in in ‘thereoffo be paid by SAM shall be, by the said justices and freeholders, inquired into upon im-
the treasurer, after mediately after the trial, and the value of such reversion or remainder, after
theHarty injured is the party injured is paid, shall be by them set and inserted in the certificate,
Vide No. 2, Cl. 15. aud awarded to such persons as those who represent them, and shall be byAnd the surplus to theperson haviug a pre the treasurer of this island, accordingly, paid out of the whole value of such

gent estate in such Negroes or Slaves, the other part being due to such person or persons whoegTos . . . To . . . oye ."The inquiry to be on HAVE @ present estate in such Negroes or Slaves; the aforesaid inquiry to be
oath of the party de- made upon the oath of the party that demands satisfaction, to be adminis-manding satisfactionbefore such certificate teved unto him by the said justices or field officers, who shall have no such
is granted. certificate yranted unto him until he shall swear whether there be a rever-

sion, and in whom the reversion (if any) is.
Clause 25. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any captain,

Commander of a shi . , . . arineror ‘mariner carrying WaSter, or commander of any ship or vessel, or any other mariner or person,
&off any Slave without Shall directly or indirectly carry off, or attempt, cause, or suffer to be carried

taeoreet sConsents off this island any Slave or Slaves belonging to the inhabitants of this island
dredpounds, and for without the knowledge and consent of the owner of such Slave or Slaves,
ed t)becarriedbgSball forfeit for every Slave so carried off the sum of two hundred pounds
fifty pounds, to the current money, and for every such Negro or other Slave attempted to beowner of such Slave,to be recovered by Cartied off as aforesaid, the sum of fifty pounds of like money to Her Majesty,
action ofgebe,inany her heirs and successors, for the use of the owners of such Slave or Slaves, to be
Pleas. recovered by action of debt in any of Her Majesty's Courts of Common Pleas
NideNo. 159,which held in this island against such commander, master, or other person so of-
carry off Negroes fending; and ifany Slave or Slaves as aforesaidshall be carried off, then against
elandestinely,or even ‘ ‘ 1 1 . .attempting iy;aswell C0€ Security for such ship or vessel in which such Slave or Slaves shall be s0
as the persons aiding, illegally carried off, to which action the defendant or defendants shall plead
ano eetain’s oath issuably, and execution thereon to issue and be levied in the same manneras by
p- 172. if theSlave he laws of this island establishing the Courts of Common Pleas, and proceed-

P off, reco- + es . >
very shall be had jogs therein is directed and appointed, any law, usage, or custom to the con-
against the security of trary notwithstanding : Out of which forfeiture or forfeitures, after the same
uch vessel. . .Out of which forfei. SHall be recovered and received, the person and persons so recovering and re-

ture, when received, Ceiving shall pay unto such person or persons as shall inform or make appear
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the carrying off or attempting to carry off any Slave or Slaves asaforesaid,theinformer to cos
one-third part of the sum recovered and received, and upon neglect or refusal verable as in case of

go to do, the said third part shall be recovered before the two next justices servants’ Wages.
of the peace to the place where the said owner lives, and exccution to issue

and be levied as in case of servants’ wages is appointed.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that forevery warrant Clause 26.

granted by justices of the peace for detinue of Negroes, from and after Se eeeon com

ublication of this Act, the said justices may demand two shillings and six- plaints of detinue.
pence, and for every evidence summoned seven-pence balfpenny, and no
more; but if out of the parish five shillings for the warrant, and two shil-
lings and sixpence to the constable for serving the warrant, and also two
shillings and sixpence for summoning each evidence in the said warrant, for
every judgment, execution, levying, outerying, and other process; the same

fees to the justices of the peace and constable, as are allowed to the judge
and marshal of the Courts of Common Pleas. .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or Clause 97

persons who now is, are, or hereafter shall be, in possession of any NegroesFive years quiet pos-
or Slaves, and have quietly, without lawful interruption, possessed the same, ful interruption, a

either by himself or any other person or persons whatsoever under him, orBeeseof
under any such person or persons whotn he, she, or they, shall claim by the land. Vide No. aty
space of five years last past, shall have a good right and title to the same, “
as in case of land, against all persons whatsoever, for and during the estate

whereof he, she, or they are possessed, and have right to. Provided always, Proviso
that this Act be not construed so as to prejudice married women, persons eee anesrome

under age of one-and-twenty years, or of unsound memories, or persons memoria and absent
eos . co . ‘ “abs ho' j-

absent from this island, who shall prosecute their respective titles within two [rrcanke yearcatter
years after their being unmarried, becoming of full age, or of sound memory, their disabilities are

or arriving in this island. removed{9 prosecute

And it is hereby further enacted and declared, that all persons whatsoever,,_ Clause es.
that shall hereafter make any claim to any such Negroes or Slaves within fine tobine negors

the time limited by this Act, do by the said action, or some other, if brought withinfive years,aud

within five years, then next after bring the same to trial, and that trial to be same tobeeonclusive
conclusive on the plaintiff’s part for ever; and never to bring any other opts Paint. The

action for the same, but to be for ever barred, any law, usage, or custom to the Vide No. 50, Cl. 2.

contrary notwithstanding; and it shall and may be lawful for any person orgiven actmay| be
persons to give this Act in evidence on any trial at common law.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any judges, Clanse 29.
or assistants of the respective Courts of Common Pleas, or any justice or praise assent
justices of the peace, or any officer of the Court of Common Pleas, or other ueglecting bis duty,

courts concerned in the due execution of this Act, shall refuse or neglect toshal aecut ar nit
do and perform their respective duties appointed and required of them, in and Places

by this Act, by delays or otherwise, every such person so offending, upon due

proof thereof made before the governor and council, or commander-in-chief

and council for the time being, shall be forthwith turned out of his place; 1
and if any constable shall neglect or refuse to do his duty by this Actneglecting ie. duty,
required, then the said justices of the peace before whom the matter or cause % becommittedsix
lies, shall commit such constable to the common goal, there to remain for the and this Actand the

space of six months without bail or mainprize, and shall further appoint the #5cs5 order | ex
execution of this law and their order to be put into the hands of some other constable.

constable.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person oF ayy poressammon.
persons duly summoned by virtue of this Act, or any person summoned asedand not appearing,
evidence in any matter or thing relating thereunto, shall refuse or neglect toFesoe aetestimony,
answer to such questions as shall be required of them, and each of them, or to be committed for

shall not appear according to the legal summons to give in their evidences, Gx,months without
all such offenders shall by the judge or justices before whom the matter lies,

be forthwith committed to the common goalofthis island, there to be kept for ;
six months without bail or mainprize—Provided, nevertheless, that the mem- ¢ounciliors exempted
bers of Her Majesty’s council in this island, although they are justices of thefromacting as justices

peace, are hereby exempted from acting as justices of the peace on complaint Onon ce
of detinue of Negroes by this Act, and from the penalties therein contained penaltiesof this Act,
for not acting as such, by reason they are judges of all errors, ‘if a writ of a eyareeee of
error should be brought on any of their proceedings therein; and if any error, should be
justice of the peace is related to either party complaining or complained of,ceed ueie Pro
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Such consanguinityin such nearness of blood or affinity as isa legal exception to a juror in theor affinity as is an ex-
ception to a juror, Courts of Common Pleas, then, and in such case, the justice or Justices of thetian denntraineece, peace may be excepted against by either party, before any hearing be of thetion againsta justice “ * . oe .before the complaing matter, but not afterwards ;and if such exception be true and just, of which
Lerman, Mt mt al his fellow justice is to be the judge, then shall such related justice be exempted
If such exception be from hearing the cause, and his fellow justice shall join himself to the nextjust, the related jus- »tice is exempted from JuStice of the peace of the quorum (if the quorain justice be wanting) not
bearing the complaint related to either of the parties as aforesaid, and those two justices shal] beand hisfellow justice
shall join the next the proper and lawful triers of the Possession of Negroes and Slaves ac
regtesrate wot re'a- to this Act, anything herein seeming to the contrary notwithstanding.
and ‘determingise And whereas it many times happens that Negroes and other Slaves are
sane. attached and sold at public outery, for and towards satisfaction of public

levies, parochial taxes, servants’ wages, provisions of this country, produce,
and for several fines and penalties made and laid on several persons by
several Acts of this island, whereon executions are issued forth by Justices of
the peace, in many of which recited cases, records are not kept, or at least
very often mislaid and lost, so that purchasers of Negroes or other Slavesby
means thereof, have sometimes lost their tight for want of recourse to the
records on which such outcry was made: to prevent which evils for the

Clause st. future, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any Negro or
When at ene for Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, shall be attached and sold at public outs
public levies, &ethe cry, for any of the causes aforesaid, the constable or constables, or other
selling, to givea bill Officer or officers who shal! outcry the same, shall be obliged to give the par.
the proceedings Chaser at such outcry a billof sale under his or their handsand seals, and thereiti

recite the whole proceedings, and set forth the cause for which such Negro or
Which being proved Negroes, or otherSlave ov Slaves, was or were so attached and sold 3 which
aot a odieinire Said Dill of sale being duly proved and recorded in the secretary's office of
perchaser, against this island, shall vest a good right and title in the purchaser, against the per-
wentheyare atc, SON or persons from whom the said Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves,
ed. shall be so attached, and against every other person or persons who shall

claim by, from, or under him, her, or them any law, custom, or usage to the
contrary notwithstanding. . . .

Clause 32. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person
Persons shewing ¢f or persons whatsoever, for the future, shall presume to shew any Negro
to any marshal, con- OF Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, or other effects whatsoever, to any
femagd stne aed marshal, constable, or other officer, for ot towards satisfaction of any
such as are liable demand whatsoever, made or to be made against him, her, or them; other
weros shail noms than what he, she, or they may legally shew in satisfaction of such. demaud,
to tne Party grieved in all and every such case, the person or persons so offending shall forfeit and

vants’ wages, See pay to the party grieved the sum of two hundred pounds current moneyof
No. 28, Cl. 14. this island, for every such offence, to be recovered before any two of the
All marshals, consta- neighbouring justices of the peace, to the party grieved and complaining, as in
blessin every tome case of servants’ wages. And for the better prevention and discovery. of
for effects aitached, such evil practices, all marshals, constables, or other officers who, after the
ticnlarsten day bee publication of this Act, shall attach any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves,
fore any sale. or other effects whatsoever, and shall expose the same tu sale at public outcry,

for or towards satisfaction of any demand whatsoever, the. said marshal,
constable, or other officers, and all and every of them are hereby strictly
obliged and required to set up or affix notes in every town of this island,
mentioning the particulars of his or their levy and attachment, and from whom,
for what, and for satisfaction of whom the same was made, and where, and at
what time the said outcry is to be, which said outery shall be on the tenth

Ontery to be on the day after the setting up such notes as aforesaid; and in case the said
ding np.wotes, and ig NESTORS are not then outcried and sold, they shall not thereafter e ou
the Negroes are not cried and sold, but on the tenth day after, other notice given thereof by notes

aretobeagainsctnes so set up as aforesaid, and all and every marshal, constable, or other officer,
ut supra, on forfei. for every time he or they shall offend in this particular, shall forfeit andpay
founds, faitteae the sum of one hundred pounds current money of this island, to Her Majesty,
informer, and the ree her heirs and successors, one half to the use of. the fortifications of this
wenfaufelione island, and the other to the informer, and to be recovered as in case of ser-
vanswages,” Vants’ wages: And if any person or persons whatsoever shall anyways
Whosoever shall pull destroy, deface, tear, or pull down any such note or notes, or shall c evn
down or destroy any procure them, or any of them, to be destroyed, defaced; tora, or palled donotes for ssles, shall before the said ten days, and sale at outcry shall be over, on due proof

cording
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thereof before any justice of the peace in this island, every such person shallfomeit toppoundsfor
forfeit and pay to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, the sum of ten tioned in such note,
ounds current money for every Negro or Slave mentioned in such note or Mieable ae and pie:

notes, one half to the use of thefortifications of this island, and the other to’ ceding forfeiture.

the informer, to be recovered as in case of servants’ wages. But if No Butif no Slaves are
Negroes or Slaves are mentioned in such note or notes, then the party Of- notes, then to forfeit

fending shall forfeit only the sum of ten pounds for every such note or notes, only ten poundsto

to be to the same uses, and recovered in the same manner as aforesaid. recoverable in the

And forasmuch as the several complaints concerning Negroes and other sme manner.
Slaves in this Act mentioned, are appointed to be inquired into by the two
next.or neighbouring justices of the peace to the party complaining, so that
it may sometimes happen that the said justices may differ in opinion con- a4. 45,
cerning any complaint which shall come before them: Be it therefore y,.ices differing in
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case of any such difference inopinion may call to
opinion, to take unto their assistance the next adjoining justice of the PACE, next magistrates, and
and them three, or any two of them, shall sentence, adjudge, and determine these- three, or any
the matter in complaint, anything in this law to the contrary in anywise termine the come
notwithstanding. plaint.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all caveats — ctause 34.
against sending off Negroes or other Slaves, which for the future shall beCaveats against seud-
entered in the secretary’s office of this island, shall continue and be of full inforee onlyacetvenr
force for the space of one year from the day of the date thereof and no but may be renewed
longer, unless then renewed for one year longer, and so from year to year as from yearto year.
there shall be occasion.
Passed the 24th day of June 1709.

 

8.

(No. 161.) An Act for the Punishment of Runaway Slaves, and of Slaves Vide No. 82 and 93.
who shall wilfully entertain, harbour, and conceal any
Runaway Slaves.

WHEREAS divers Negroes and other Slaves do often run away and Preamble.
absent themselves from the service of their owners, and are wilfully enter-
tained, harboured, and concealed by other Slaves, to the great detriment of
the owners of such runaway Slaves, and to the grievous mischief of the inha-
bitants of this island in general: Be it therefore enacted by the Honourable Clause 1.
Samuel Barwick,Esquire, President of his Majesty’s Council, and Commander-
in-chief of this island, and other the Caribbee Islands to windward of Gua-
daloupe, &c., the honourable the members of his Majesty's Council, and
the General Assembly of this island, and by the anthority of the same, that
ifany Negro or other Slave, shall hereafter wilfully entertain, harbour, and poeta” ane ats
conceal any runaway Slave, and shall be thereof adjudged guilty by any-run away, hall on
justice of the peace, upon confession or proof, such Negro or other Slave 80 juticeof peace,re.
offending, as also every Negro or other Slave so run away,’ wilfully enter- cere antyone
tained, harboured, and concealed, and thereof adjudged guilty in manner offence, and the run-
aforesaid, shall severally for such first offence, receive one and twenty 2way Slave shallbe
lashes on their bare backs; and for the second offence of the same nature, her.
every such Negro or other Slave so severally offending, shall receive thirty Forth “thtunine
and nine lashes on the bare back; and for the third offence of the same lashes. _
nature, every Negro or other Slave so severally offending, shall receive thirty For, the third offenceshali receive thirty-
and nine lashes on the bare back, and be branded in the right cheek with a nine lashes, and be
hot iron, marked with the letter R, and for every other offence of the same wea eck, ond for
nature afterwards, every such Negro or other Slave so offending, shall be every other offence

. . . . . . . is! dis-punished at the discretion of the justice, life and limb excepted. Paesrlltejustices
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and afterEvery Clans of

publication hereof, it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the peace peace upon com-
Within this island, and every justice of the peace is hereby authorized and plaint onoat,
required upon complaint and oath to him made that any Negroes or other search for and appre-
laves are run away, and have absented themselves from the service of their prchend allSleves

owners, and at the request of such owners, or their attornics, and not other- suspectedofbarbour-
wise, to issue @ warrant to such owners or their attornies, or to some discreet7ietsns of
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fenders, and record person or persons to be recommended for that purpose,by such owners or the}

his Proceedings. attorneys, and to be approved of by such justice, to search for and apprebend

all such runaway Slaves, as also all such Negroes or other Slaves, as the said

complainants shall have just cause to suspect to be guilty of wilfully enter.

taining, harbouring, and concealing such runaway Slaves, and them to brin

before such justice to be dealt with according to the directions of this Act

for such their offences ; and the said justice is hereby authorized and required

to hear and determine such complaints, and to give judgment thereupon

against any Negro or otherSlave,that shall beby him adjudged guilty of

any the offences aforesaid, according to the directions of this Act, and of al}

such complaints and the proceedings thereon, the said justice shall make

Anypersonexeenting record; and every such person to whom such warrant shall be directed, ig

such warrant, ™Y hereby authorized and empowered to raise and arm any number of men not
raise and arm ten . .~.e . .

men to assisthim. exceeding ten, to assist 1n the execution of such warrant.

Clause 3. Provided always, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

Bot slatitatihesame such person to whom such warrant shall be directed, shall not at the time of

time, under the pe- executing of the said warrant, execute any other warrant or writ, nor be aid.

mea itypone ing,abetting, orassisting, nor connive at, assent or consent, to the executing of

and half to the per- any other warrant or writ at the same time, under the penalty of fifty pounds
son aggrieved. current money, to be recovered against such person by action of debt, plaint

bill, or information in any of the courts of record in this island, onemoiety

thereof to the King’s most excellent Majesty, his heirs and successors, and

the other moiety to the party aggrieved, who is hereby empowered to

sue for the same in manner aforesaid.

Passed November 11th, 1731.

 

9.

(No. 164.) An Act for the better governing of Negroes, and the more effec-

Vide No. 89. tual preventing the Inhabitants of this Island from employ-
ing their Negroes or other Slaves in selling or bartering.

Preamble. WHEREAS several good and wholesome laws have been made and pro-

vided for the government of Negroes in this island, and to preveut the iuha-

bitants from employing their own or other Negroes or Slaves in selling or

bartering, which laws, if duly put in execution, would redound to the great

advantage and benefit of the people of this island, and prevent many

felonies and other crimes and abuses daily committed by Negroes and other

Slaves, to the great impoverishment, loss, and damage of the inhabitants;

for the better execution therefore of the said laws, and to prevent such enor.

mities and abuses for the future: Be it enacted by his Excellency, the Right

Cause 1. Honourable Scroop Viscount Howe, Baron of Cleonelly, His Majesty's Cap-

Fonte le ea the tain-general and Governor-in-chief of this and otber the Caribbee Islands

i to windward of Guadaloupe, &c., the honourable the members of His Ma-
laws for governing

hederhe the het jesty’s Council and the General Assembly of this island, and by the au-

Ne. 82, and No. 136, thority of the same, that from and after the publication of this Act, it shall

and may be lawful to and for all or any of His Majesty's justices of the

peace within this island, and they are hereby required respectively to put

the said laws forthwith in execution against all and every person offending

against the same, particularly the Act or Statute bearing date the eighth

day of August, one thousand six hundred and eighty-eight, entitled “An

Act for the governing of Negroes,” and one other Act bearing date the

sixth day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eight, entitled “An

Act to prohibit the Inhabitants of this Island from employing their Negroes

or other Slaves in selling or bartering.”

And to the end that greater and better notice may for the timeto.come

Clues. be bad and taken of the said Acts and Statutes: Be it further enacted by

Ministers each the authority aforesaid, that the several rectors orofficiating ministers ofthe

poundspenalty, paby respective parishes within this island for the time being shall, and they are

sh the said laws, hereby required under the penalty of fifty pounds to His Majesty, to be re-
with this Act, in f debt,
the several parish COVered against him or them neglecting his or their duty, by action 0 3

churches, on the se- j 1 i 4 ’ “dj isi ommenc
Caen ot Sradey 12 ANY of His Majesty’s Courts of Record in this island, to be ¢

in January yearly.
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and prosecuted by any person that will sue for the same, to cause the said

Acts or Statutes, together with this Act, a copy whereof for that purpose the

churchwardens of the respective parishes within this island for the time beingAnd,the several
call, and they are hereby required, under the like penalty offifty pounds, furnish them with an-

to be recovered in the like manner, and to the said uses as the said penalty oonaesthat

on rectors and officiating ministers, to provide and send annually to the like penalty.
said rectors or officiating ministers, to be openly read in church immediately

after divine service on the second Sunday in January yearly; or in case

there should be no service on the second Sunday aforesaid, then on the

frst Sunday after on which there shall be divine service; one half of the

said penalties to be for the informer, and the other half for the use of the Application of the
oor of each parish where such neglect shall happen. forteitures.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after Clause 3.

ublication of this Act, it shall and may be lawful to and for every coastable Fonstables,clerksof

within this island, and to and for the clerk or clerks of the market for the time other person, may ep.

being, his or their deputy or deputies, who shall have taken the oath appointed Phone custody sega

to be taken in and by the said last-mentioned Act, and to and for every othercanes,sugar, rum, &c.

erson whatsoever, to seize and apprehend ail such Negro and other Slaves infound : to goodsare

whose custody he or they shall find any sugar canes, whole or in pieces, away,and carrythem,

muscovado, or other sugar syrup, rum, or molasses, cotton, ginger, corn, Petreejane ee

or grain of any kind, plate wrought or melted down, iron, lead, copper, pewter,

brass, tin,, or other goods of what nature or quality soever, and likewise to

seize and take from such Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, all such goods

as shall be so found in his or their custody; and the said Negro or Negroes,

Slave or Slaves, together with such goods, to carry before the next or neigh-

bouring justice of the peace, before whom, if sufficient proof shall not beWho tall, condemn

made to his satisfaction that the same goods were delivered or sent by the of the poor prisoners

master or mistress of such Negro or other Slave, or by such as shall act i #0,if it doth not
* : . ppear that they were

under him or her, to be sold or otherwise disposed of to his or her use, and deliveredtothe Negro

withaticket for that purpose, and under the same restrictions, directions, andby jhemaner:tobe
appointments as by the said former laws, or either of them, is required and with a ticket as di-

enacted, the said goods and every of them shall be adjudged forfeited; and ytdf'Y No 8% oF

thereupon the same, or so much thereof as the said justice in his discretion
shall think fit,shall by such justice be forthwith sent to the common gaolof this

island, there to be distributed or disposed of among the prisoners in gaol as
the provost marshal or his deputy, having a just regard to the poverty and

circumstances of each prisoner, shall in his discretion think fit and reason-

able: And in case any of the aforementioned goods shall be suspected to Goodssuspectedtobe
J . . +, Stolen, and found in

have been stolen, shall be found in the custody or keeping of any white the possession of a

person, or that the same shall be found selling or exposed to sale at any door, white,person, may
window, or other place in any of the towns of this island, or in or near the carried before a jus-
roads leading thereto, the same shall and may be also seized upon or taken “**

by any of the persons aforesaid, who shall think proper to seize the same,

and in like manner carried to the next or neighbouring justice of the peace, _
before whom, if it shall not appear to his satisfaction that the same, and they rere havealy
every part and parcel thereot was legally and honestly come by, or bought comeby, they shall
from the true, rightful, and lawful owner, or from some Negro or other Slave forreitedandapplied.
sufficiently authorized to dispose thereof, as by the said former laws is Thepersonin whose

directed, all and every such goods shall likewise be adjudged forfeited, and found,and every Slave
the party or parties claiming the same, or in whose custody, possession, or eaepariredpe

keeping the same were found, and every Negro or Slave which shall appear former laws are di-
to be any wise concerned in the same, either by bringing the said goods rected.
or any of them to town, or taking upon them to sell or expose, or offering
the-same to sale, shall be proceeded against as in and by the said former laws,
oreither of them, or any other law, Act, or Statute of this island is directed
er appointed, and the goods so taken and adjudged forfeited, or so much
thereof as the said justice shall think proper, shall in like manner be forth-
with sent to the common gaol, there to be disposed of as hereinbefore is
directed and appointed: Provided always, and it is the true intent and y, hee each
meaning of this Act, that if the true lawful owner of any goods so to begoods, 60 seized, ap-
seized shall appear to such justice, before whom the same shall be carried fee, they shall’be
for his judgment and adjudication thereon, and whose determination con- restored on his pay-

‘ oo . . ing the person seizin;
cerning the same shall be definitive and conclusive to all parties, then and "= ""? 5
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Provided always, and be it further enacted, that in case any of the persons Clause 5.
aforesaid, who shall seize or take any of the goods aforesaid, shallfail suchgodsdo nck
or neglect to carry the same in two days before the next justiceas aforesaid, in in two days carry

order to have and receive his judgment or determination thereupon, everyjustice ‘he shalt pay
such person so offending and convicted thereof before such justice, shall for- fey fm pot abore

yy + . ounds, to
feit and pay to the. party grieved any sum not exceeding ten pounds at theparty grieved.
discretion of such justice, the same to be levied by warrant under his hand
and seal directed to any constable, by distress and sale of any of the goods
or chattels of the party offending as aforesaid, as in case of servants’ wages;
and in case goods of the party so offending shall not be found sufficient to Andforwantof ef
satisfy the sum adjudged against him, then, and in such case, the persons sotogaol till paid,
offending shall be apprehended and conveyed to the common gaol, there to "°°
remain until satisfaction shall be made to the party grieved as in case of ex-
ecutions from any of the courts of common law in thisisland: Provided also, If any Negro having

that if any Negroes or other Slaves who shall have charge of anywaggon, snssit‘be seized,
cart, cattle, horses, or asses belonging to their master or mistress, shall beand jguch carriages
seized and apprehended in pursuance of this law, whereby such carriages, cat- shail be|discharged,

tle, horses. or asses, may be detained to the great prejudice of their owners, ONEoeaedbe
and more particularly to such as live at great distances from several towns forthcoming.
in this island, they shall be forthwith discharged upon reasonable security
being given to such justice of the peace before whom such Negroes or Slaves
shall be brought, that such Negroes or Slaves shall be forthcoming in such
time as such justice in his discretion shall think fit and reasonable, or as the
case shall require.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case. any stolen ,__. Clauses.

goods shall be found in the custody of any person whatsoever, and that theseein wot prosecuted
person from whom the same were stolen, or any other person cannot take %Principal tobe
“upon him to swear or depose against such person in whose custody such accessaries after the
goods were found, as the actual thief or stealer thereof, every such person fact committed.

shall be proceeded against as receivers of stolen goods, knowing the same
to be stolen, are proceeded against in that part of Great Britain called Eng-
Jand, and he or they shall be taken and deemed an accessary or accessaries to
such felony after the fact, and shall incur the same punishment as an acces-
sary or accessuries to the felony after the fact committed. ;

Provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for the court where such ana poom shall
offence shall be tried, to order and direct such accessary or accessaries to be order such accessary
prosecuted as for a misdemeanour, before the principal shall be convicted, as wmsdeccnontbe.
to such court, from the nature and circumstances of the case, shall seem pro- fere the Principal is
per, and if thereof “onvicted, shall be punished by fine and imprisonment, exempt ‘him fom
which shall exempt such offender from being punished as accessary to the futher punishment.
felony, though the principal thereof should be afterwards convicted, any law,
custom, or usage to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

Passed May 22d, 1733.

 

10.

(No. 196.) An Act for rendering more effectual, and for supplying many vide No. 91, 92, 99,
defects in the several Laws of this Island for the governing 11% 16 117, 159,

© 161, 164, 180, 20%
of Negroes.

_ WHEREAS divers mischiefs do often happen, and frequent disorders occa- _Preambie.
sioned in and about the towns and other parts of this island, by the notorious
fighting, quarelling, and other evil and daring practises of Negroes and other
laves, openly carried on in the public streets and highways, to the distur-.

bance of the general quiet of the inhabitants, which has been in great mea-
sure uwing to the indulgence and countenance given by some masters and
mistresses to their Slaves; and whereas though there is no express law for
the punishing the said offences, yet it has been usual from the necessity and
supposed reason of the thing, for magistrates to punish the same by whipping
as directed in the like cases, which, however, has of late occasioned sume
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doubts and disputes to arise; to obviate therefore all such doubts, ang
to prevent such disputes for the future, to the end that there Inay be
full provision made in these particular cases and an explicit law for the

_Clause 1. purpose, Be it further enacted by his Excellency HenryGrenville, Esquire
Boyes ee pee Captain-general and Governor-in-Chief of this Island, and all other his
wi oating’ eee Majesty’s Caribbee Islands to windward of Guadaloupe, &c., the honourable
chargedwith fighting, the members of his Majesty's Council and the General Assembly of thisquarrelling,swearing> Island, and by the authority of the same, that from and after publicationofdrunkenness,obscene . . . . .
speeches, or other this Act, any justice of the peace, upon due complaint to him made, shall
misbehaviour,or mak- . 7 oa . Tas age an being, selling, or firing HAVE power and authority, and he is hereby required by warrant under hig
squibs, &c. band and sea], to cause any Negro or otherSlave or Slaves to be apprehended

and brought before him, for any threatening, fighting, or quarrelling one
with another, or for any insolent language or gesture to any white or freeper-
son; or for swearing, cursing, or uttering any obscene speeches, or drunken.

See No. 206, Cl.s. ness; or making, selling, throwing, or firing of squibs, Serpents, or other
fireworks; or any other misbehaviour whereby the public may be disturbed or

Constables may with- any particular person immediately aggrieved; but it shall and may be lawful
outa warrant appre- . 1 . . Tromshend Slaves offending for any constable without such warrant, to apprehend and secure any Negro

r or
as aforesaid, and car- or other Slave or Slaves so offending in his presence, and to convey him, he

ry thembefore a jus- them, as svon as conveniently may be, before the next or any neighbouring
‘And Slaves commit.JUStice of the peace; and ifany Negro or other Slave shall commit any of the
tingeitherofthe said Said offences before mentioned and described, in the view or hearing of any
ornateotejostios justice ofthe peace, or be duly convicted of any of the said offences, before an
or convicted before justice, he may order him, her, or them to be whipped by a constable or thehim, to be whippe . . . . .
according to the nae COMmon Whipper, according to the nature of the offence, and the state of
ture of the offence, health, age, and character of the offender, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; but
thirty-nine lashes. > the punishment of women big with child may be respited.
The punishment of women big with child, to be respited.

Clause 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that for every Negro
Owners of oovs or other Slave who shall be apprehended and whipped by order of any justicewhipped, are to pay . : . 2
the constable and of the peace, by virtue of this or any other Act of this island, the owner or
yoreceedingffieen: Other possessor of such Slave, shall immediately pay to the constable and
ence for each Slave. whipper their reasonable fees, not exceeding fifteen-pence for any one Slave,
ide No. 296, Cl. 3. +4 be determined by such justice of the peace, and proceeded for as in case of
Proviso— servant's wages; Provided that nothing herein contained shall be construed

This Actnot to lessen to Jessen or alter any the rewards for apprehending of runaway Negroes, par-
fomerActsEruakivg ticularly appointed by an Act entitled “An Act for the Governing of Ne-
up runaway Slaves. groes,” and also by another Act entitled, “ An Act for amending an Act of
No. 180,Cl.4. this Island, entitled an Act for the Governing of Negroes,” &c.

Clause 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case any per-
Persons knowing Or son or persons knowing any Negro or other Slave to commit any offencehaving notice from. a
constable, that Slaves within the description of this Act, or having notice thereof from any consta-bi itted an . .ofthe aforementioned Die, shall harbour, conceal, or convey away any such Slave, whether the
ofiences, and shall Slave be or be not his or their own, in order to hinder him or her from being
soo orwhoevershaiPunished according to the directions of this Act, or shall in any wise hinder
obstmuctiheexecution its being put in force, or abuse or threaten any one for pursuing it, such per-
frepaund, ferevery SON OF persons who shall so offend, and be thereof convicted before any jus-
Save, Secreted, hall tice of the peace, by the oath of any onecredible witness, shall forfeit for every
half to the poor prie Negro or other Slave so harboured, concealed, or conveyed away as aforesaid,
zener wnene five pounds, to be recovered by the informer as in case of servants’ wages,

one moiety thereof to be to the use of such informer, and the other moiety
to the poor prisoners in the common gaol, to be distributedin such manner as
the said justice shall direct and appoint.

Clause 4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the several
Senean ese 0em: constables in this island shall, at all times, use their best endeavours to
Slaves assembling at prevent Negroes or other Slaves from gaming or assembling together
hucksters shops,” or P g § 2 SS b g Z
other unlawful meet. t hucksters shops, tippling or dram houses, or other unlawful meetings;
ings,andif necessary and, if necessary, may take to their aid and assistance a sufficient guard tord to te ° :disperse them, and in disperse such Slaves, and in case of any resistance to secure them, that they
soneof assistancetomay be carried before the next justice of the peace, to be examined and pu-
before a justice to be Nished as the law directs.
Punished. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every personClause 5. : y »* YP ;
Every person who Who shall let on hire to any other person's Slave, or permit any such Slave
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‘ i shall let to, or for the
or Slaves, at the instance or on the credit of any other person, to have the wallet {ozo forhe
use or ordering of any land, house, shed, or room, except in case of sickness, shea,room, land,

such person or persons offending as aforesaid, shall pay to the churchwarden jooNal forfeitfive

of the parish where the offender lives, at the rate of five pounds a month for pounds per month for
. 1 . ‘dani , every such Slave, for

every such Slave, for so long a time as he or she shall have the use, ordering, or 5 long as he shall

ssession of any such land, house, shed, or room as aforesaid, to be re- have the use of such

covered by such churchwarden from the offender, before any justice of the covered’by » the

peace, as in case of servants’ wages, and applied to the uses of the poor pri- churchwarden before
° . Ss

soners in the common gaol of this island. of the puotprisoners.
See No. 210, Cl. 2. Where such are to pay h athe rent as a tax, above allother assessments.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whoever, Clause 6.
knowing any Negro or other Slave to have committed a felony of any kind, tren” Ae"
or having notice from any constable, that any Slave is charged with anycharged withacapital

a * . : . 3 > crime, or shall oppose
such capital crime before a justice of peace, shall oppose any one who law- any otewho lawiully

fally endeavours to apprehend such offender, or shall rescue or aid any such endeavours| to take. J
suc Tr. .

offender in making his or her escape, or shall harbour or conceal any such shai payto the party
offender from being brought to public justice, every such person shall, in Seedctccatae
every such case, pay unto the party injured his full damages, to be recovered by action.
in any Court of Record in this island; and whatever person shall apprebend ang whoever shall
a Slave who hath committed felony, or any capital crime, so that such Slaveapprehiend such an
shall be brought to justice and executed, shall be. paid by the treasurer Of beexeented, -shall

this island for the time being, out of any of the public monies, on a certifi- receivewomthetrea-

cate of the justices and freeholders, the sum of fifty shillings. shillings.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shalland Qiu 7,
may be lawful for any justice of peace to impose upon any constable, for Any justicemay im-

. : : : . a
every wilful neglect or default of his duty in the execution of this Act, or Ucceding fivepound,
any other Act for the government of Negroes, a penalty not exceeding five nponeveryconstable

. . . g o
oun’, to be levied by distress and sale of the offender’s goods, rendering his duty, in the exe-

: . « . au iIn- cution of the Acts forim the overplus, if any, one moiety of such penalty to be paid to the in governingofNemoca
former, and the other moiety to be distributed among the poor prisoners And e st
as aforesaid: and every justice of peace who shall refuse to perform the jefusingto do the
duty required of him by this Act, or any of the other Acts relating to the doties requiredofhim

, > oye by any of the said
governmentof Negroes, shall forfeit ten pounds, to be paid into the treasury Acts, shall forfeitten

eos ° . ounds, to be paidof this island, and applied to the uses and purposes of the present or any Pounds, eae ral
future Excise Act, such forfeiture to be recovered by information, or other the uses of the Excise
suit, in any Court of Record, provided the same be commenced within three Act; the writ to becommenced within

months after such refusal. three months after
And be it further enacted by. the authority aforesaid, that whenever any °°“an :

goods or things taken away from any Slave shall be brought before any whengoodsare taken
justice of the peace, in order to be condemned by virtue of any Act or Acts awayfrom any Slave
of this island, before condemnation shall be made thereof, the owner or Te-a justice for con.
puted owner of such goods and things, if he or she be known, and can be demnation,heshall
found, shall be summoned before such justice, who is hereby required to hear reputed owner before
what such owner may have to say, or can allege against such condemnation; *" net cause,ee.
and upon due consideration of the whole matter, to restore such goods and deration the justice
things to the said owner, or condemn them, as the case may require: But if 55, the gondee” re-
such owner be not known, or cannot be found, or being summoned shall notifthe owner cannot
appear before the justice within some reasonable and convenient time by hitn gryear thejneticeto
to be appointed, the said justice, in those cases, shall and may, nevertheless,proceedas _fivected
proceed against such goods and things, in such manner as in and by such gi Act passed March
Act or Acts is required and directed. ; eeonired
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all penalties and Janne

forfeitures herein mentioned, shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and succes- Person’,for pure
sors, for the uses herein appointed; and if any person shall at any time be snipg this Act, may
sued for any matter or thing by him done in pursuance of this Act, he or she ise, ac.
may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in
evidence; and if a verdict shall pass for the defendant, or the plaintiff be

nonsuit or discontinue, or judgment shall otherwise pass for the defendant,
such defendant shall recover his double costs.
Passed August 9th, 1749.
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11.

No. 5. (Mcorz.) An Act to amend an Act entitled “An Act for the
Governing of Negroes.”

Hall'sLanNo.s¢, ,WHEREAS, by an Act or Statute of this island, passed the eighth day
Cl.ed,recited. ’ of August, one thousand six hundred and eighty-eight, entitled “ An Act for

the Governing of Negroes,” it is among other things enacted, “ that it Shall
and may be lawful for all masters, overseers, and other persons whatsoever
to apprehend and take up any Negro or other Slave or Slaves that shall be
found out of the plantation of his or their master or owner at any time, es.
pecially Saturday nights, Sundays, or other holidays, not being ‘on lawful
business, and with a letter from their master, or a ticket, or nothaving a
white man with them (except only such Negro or other Slave or Slavesas
usually attend their masters, and have on a livery), and the said Negro or
other Slave or Slaves correct by a moderate whipping, and after notice
given to their master, owner, or overseer, him or them detain until the said
master, Owner, or overseer pay to the said person that took him up, two
shillings and sixpence for every such Negro or other Slave, he making oath
before the next justice of the peace (if thereunto required by the owner of
such Negro or other Slave,) that he found or saw no letter or ticket with
him.” And whereas divers ill-disposed and malicious persons, against
whom they had conceived maliceand ill-will have, under colour of the said
recited Act, though contrary to the spirit and true intention thereof, made it
their practice to.apprehend, take up, and correct Slaves, whom of their own
knowledge they knew were on the lawful business of their owners, merely
because such Slaves were without tickets, which practice being very pre-
judicial and injurious to the owners of Slaves, particularly to those who,
from the situation of their different estates, render it necessary that their
Slaves should be frequently passing from one estate to another, and fromtheir

Apeeds opre- dwelling houses and estates to the towns and bays: For remedy thereof for
hendsa Slave out of the future, be it enacted by his Excellency Charles Pinfold; Esq., Captain
theowner’splantation General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief of this island, &e., the Honour.
letter,orticket, isnot Able the members of his Majesty’s Council, and the General Assembly, and

carry. such sre i by the authority of the same, that when any person shall hereafter, by virtue
the next justice, and Of the said recited Act or otherwise, apprehend and take up any Negro or
orfoundnoleer Other Slave or Slaves that shall be found out of the plantation of his,
or ticket with such her, or their master or owner, and without a letter or ticket of suchSlave, and that he . . . ] t : 3believed such Slave aster or Owner, such person so apprehending such Slave orSlaves.shall not
eaeyontneowner’s correct or whip him, her, or them, as directed by the said Act, but shall
which the justice is !MMMediately carry the said Slave or Slaves to the next justice of the peace,
Leemnnion theowner and shall make oath before the said justice that he found or ‘saw no letter or
such owner to paythe ticket with such Slave or Slaves, and further also, that he verily believed
perion apprehending such Slave or Slaves was ov were not on the lawful business of his, her, or
andsispence and the their owner or owners ; and the said justice shall thereupon summon before
suite yoto the‘0am him the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, and shall direct the said
of the Slave’s offence, OWNer Or OWners to pay unto the person so apprehending such Slaves, two shil-
andif theSlavewas lings and sixpence for every such Slave; and the said justice shall also inquire
ness, to ordera mo- into the cause of such Slave or Slaves absence from the plantation of his,
derate whipping. her, or their owner or owners, and if it shall appear to the said justice that

the said Slave or Slaves was or were not on lawful business, he or they shall,
This Acevette ex. BY Order of the said justice, be corrected by a moderate whipping. Pro-
tend to Slaves appre- vided always, nevertheless, that this Act shall not extend te owners and
thon or at anypubis OVerseers of plantations, who shall take up and apprehend Slaves found by
meeting ofSlaveson them on such plantations, nor to any other person who shall take up and
or t Slaves carrying apprehend Slaves at any public meetings of such Slaves on: Saturday nights,
Jarge clubs, &c.. or Sundays, or other holydays, or who shall take up and apprehend Slavesdoing any Act tending ;
to a breach of the USINg and carrying of large clubs, wooden swords, or other mischievous and

peaces dangerous weapons, or doing any act tending to a breach of the peace, or
disturbance of the neighbourhood; but all owners and overseers: of planta-
tions apprehending Slaves found by them on such plantations, and al! other
persons apprehending them at their public meetings on Saturday nights,
Sundays, and other holydays, or carrying dangerous weapons, or doing any
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act tending to a breach of the peace, or disturbance of the neighbourhocd,
as aforesaid, shall and may, in all such cases, proceed against suc Slaves
in the manner prescribed by the said recited Act, entitled “An Act for
the governing of Negroes,” any thing in this Act contained to the contrary

notwithstanding.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing con-

tained herein shall be offorce or effect until HisMajesty's pleasure shall be

signified and declared in this island, of and conceraing the same.

Passed April 15th, 1766.

Confirmed July 24th, 1767.

Clause 2.

 

12.

No. 37. (Moorz.) An Act to prevent distempered, maimed, and worn-
out Negroes from infesting the Towns, Streéts,
and Highways of this Island.

WHEREAS it has for.some time past been the cruel practice of some
ersons possessing Negroes (whv from their old age and infirmities are inca~ _—Preambie.

pable of further service to their inhuman owners,) to drive them from their
plantations to beg, steal, or starve; which said unhappy objects are daily

infesting the public streets of the several towns in this island, greatly to the

annoyance and nuisance of the inhabitants thereof. ‘To prevent such inhuman
practices for the future, so disgraceful and dangerous to the country, Be it

therefore enacted by his Excellency David Parry, Esq., Captain General, Go-

yernor and Commander-in-chief of this island, Chanceilor, Ordinary, and Vice-

Admiral of the same, the honourable the members of His Majesty's Council,

and the General Assembly of this island, and by the authority of the same,

that from and after the publication of this Act, the owner: or owners of ADY Owners’ of distem-

distempered, maimed,or worn-out Negro or Negroes, Mulatto, or other Slaves, pered Slaves suffering

suffering such distempered, maimed, or worn-out Negro, Malatto, or other towns, &c.nponuotice

Slaves, to infest the towns, streets, lanes, public highways, or avenuesgiventhemby 8magis-

leading to the several towns of this island, upon notice or summons under and notremoving the
the hand and seal of any magistrate in this island, delivered to the owner orsame withinfour dayss

owners of such Negro, Mulatto, or other Slave or Slaves, or left at his, her, pounds for every of-

or their most usual place of residence, with a white person, acquainting him, fence,

her, or them, with the nuisance the public sustain thereby, the said owner or
ewners ofsuch distempered Slave or Slaves (Negro or Mulatto) not removing
the same within the space of fourdays after receiving such noticeas aforesaid,
shall, on conviction before the magistrate who issued such notice or summons,
or any other magistrate for the body of this island, forfeit and pay for every
offence the sum of five pounds, and the magistrate before whom such Con- The magistrate is to
viction shall be had, shall cause such distempered, maimed, or worn-out Slave fausceuh Slavetobe

removed tothe owner,

or Slaves to be immediately removed and conveyed to the owner or owners or habitation of the
of such Slave or Slaves, or to his, her; or their habitation. or place of resi-Qharecs out of the
dence, and pay the charges and expenses thereof with or oat of the said penalty.

penalty of five pounds, one-third of the overplus, if any be, of the said sum to One-third of the overe
e applied to the use of the constable or person who shall apprehend such plus of the penalty to

4s : ¥ . be paid the person ap-
distempered, maimed, or worn-out Slave or Slaves, and the other two thirds preiending the Slave,

Clause 1.

and the other two-'
to be placed in the public treasury; and if any person or persons offending thirds placed in the
as aforesaid, shall not immediately upon his, her, or their being thereof as public treasury.
fi id . d h id ‘justi ‘asti f tk eace before The penalty ifnotim-
aloresaid convicted, pay to the said Justice or justices of the p mediately paid, is to

+ att . fer tar . ‘feitur * be by warrantofdis-whom such convictions shall be made, the said forfeiture or forfeitures for beby warrant of dit-
the uses aforesaid, then every such justice or justices of the peace, is and are offender's goods, and’
hereby empowered and required by warrant of distress under his or their en*allure ofgoods
hands and seals, to levy on the goods and chattels of the offender, and in
failure of goods and chattels in possession of such offender whereon such for-
feiture may be levied, then, and in such case, every such justice or justices to Be finderstallbe
commit every owner or owners of such distempered, maimed, or worn-out there to remain for
Slave or Slaves to the common gaol of this island, there to remain without 7? tro monthsans
bail inpei . i sedi less such owner less the penalty beor mainprize for any time not exceeding two months, unless such owner lesth epenaly
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or owners shall sooner pay such forfeiture or forfeitures to the said justice or
justices of the peace, to be applied in manner aforesaid.

Passed January 18th, 1785.

13.

Barbadoes.—An Act to remove. Doubts concerning the Trial of Slayeg
manumitted after the Commission of Felonies of which
they may stand accused.

WHEREAS doubts have arisen whether a Slave accused of murder or any
other felony, and manumitted after the commission of the Act of which he is
accused, is amenable and subject to the laws and statutes of this island now
in force for the trial of Slaves charged with the commission of the aforesaid
felonies.

Clause 1. Be it therefore enacted by the Honourable John Spooner, President of His
Majesty’s Council, and Commander-in-Chief of this Island, Chancellor, Ordi-
nary, and Vice Adimiral of the same, the honourable the members of His Ma-
Jjesty’s Council and the General Assembly of this Island, and by the authori-

IfSlavesacensedof ty of the same, that any Slave or Slaves accused of murder or any other felony
be subsequently freed OFfelonies shall be liable to be tried as aSlave, and shall be amenable and
they are to be triedas subject to all the laws and statutes of this island now in force for regulating
~~ and directing the trial of Slaves, notwithstanding any attempt to elude the

Jaw by any deed or deeds of manumission to the said Slave or Slaves executed
after the commission of the said murder, or any other felony or felonies of
which the said Slave or Slaves shall stand charged with the commission.

Clause 9. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all deeds of ma-
And the |deeds of numission of any Slave or Slaves after the commission of any murderorother
Voids felony of which the said Slave or Slaves is or are accused, and previous to

the trial and acquittal of the said Slave or Slaves for the said offence or of.
fences, are and shall be of no effect, and shall be void to all intents and
purposes.

Read three times and passed the Council unanimously, this 14th day of
February, 1809. (Signed)

JAMES DOTTIN ITUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of the Council.

Read three times and passed the General Assembly unanimously, the 14th

 

day of February, 1809. (Signed)
JAMES GRASELL, Acting Clerk to the General Assembly,

(Signed) JOIIN SPOONER.

Assented to by his Honour the President, on the 14th day of March, 1809.
(Signed) J. DOTTIN HUSBANDS, Deputy Secretary.

14.

Barbadocs.—An Act to Repeal part of an Act entitled “An Act for the
Governing of Negroes,” and for building and regulating a
New Cage.

WIIEREAS the building heretofore used for the confinement of runaway
Slaves in this island, and commonly called the cage, is inconvenient in its
situation, and unfit for the purposes for which the same was intended ; and
whereas it is highly necessary for the preservation of private property, and for
the promotion of public justice, that the building wherein such Slaves are con-
fined should be healthy and commodious ; and whereas it is expedient that the
Acts, Statutes, Provisions, and Regulations heretofore made, passed, and en-
acted of and concerning the said cage, should be united and consolidated in
one general Act; Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency the Right
IIonourable Stapleton, Lord Combermere, Knight, Grand Cross of the Most
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[fonourable Military Order of the Bath, and of the Portuguese Royal Military

Order of the Tower and Sword, His Majesty’s Captain General and ‘Governor-

in-chief of this Island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-Admiral of the same,

the honourable the members of His Majesty's Council and the General As-

sembly of this Island, and by the authority of the same, that from and after the

passing of this Act, the seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth, clauses of an Act ofThe7th, sth, oth,and

this island, entitied “ An Act for the governing of Negroes,” and all and every se, Hall’s Laws, and

the acts and statutes of this island, which have been at any time heretofore #) meriaws retains
made and passed in anywise relating to the said cage, shall be and the —

same are hereby, so far as the same concern or relate to the said cage,
repealed and made void to all intents and purposes whatsoever, and the

several provisions and regulations herein made respecting the said cage are

hereby declared and enacted to be alone in force.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that a new cage shall p00,
. . . a new cage to

be forthwith erected and built on the spot of land where Willoughby Fort be erected, onthe site

stood, and which said spot of land together with the buildings thereon of Willoughby Fort.

erected, is hereby given and allotted for the purpose aforesaid, in the place

and stead, and for the purposes for which the present cage has hitherto been

used under the regulations and restrictions hereinafter expressed.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that three members ofCommignne 2 for

His Majesty’sCouncil to beappointed by the Commander-in-chiefof this island building the tage ap-

for the time being, and five members of the General Assembly, to be appointed 0inet vite oon

by the speaker of the said Assembly for the time being, shall be and they tracts, &c-

are hereby appointed commissioners, three ofwhom are hereby declared to be

a board to superintend the building of the said new cage, which said commis-

sioners or any three of them_ are hereby invested with full and ainple powers to
contract and agree with any person or persons whomsocver,forbuilding thesaid

cage, and completely finishing the same according to a plan hereto annexed;

(which plan, however, may in any instance be varied from or altered by the con-

sent of a majority of a board of the said commissioners, if they shall see fit,)
and the said commissioners or any three of them, shall have full power and au-

thority to agree with the said contractor, completely to build and finish the
said cage in a masterly and workman-like manner, within a given time to be

agreed on, and at and for a certain price or sum not exceeding the sum ofthree

hundred pounds; and the said commissioners or any three of them are here-

by required to take good and sufficient security from the contractor or con-
tractors for the due performance of his or their contract, and when and so

soon asthe said commissioners or any three of them, shall certify in writ-

ing to the treasurer of this island for the time being, that the said building

has been finished according to the contract and agreement entered into re

specting the same, then, and in such case, the said treasurer shall pay to the

said contractor the sum which shall appear by the said certificate, to be due

and payable under and by virtue of the contract so to be entered into as

aforesaid ; and the said commissioners or any three of them, are hereby also
fully authorized, whenever the said cage shall require to be repaired, to re-
port the same to the House ofAssembly, that measures may be immediately
taken for making such repairs, it being hereby declared that the new cage
shall be constantly kept in repair at the expense of the island.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all and every per- Clause 4.

son and persons who shall hereafter take up or apprehend any runaway or fugi- Persons apprehend-

tive Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, shail, and he and they is and tovtakethem betore

are hereby ordered and direeted in the first place, to bring the said Slave ortheroan orn)
Slaves, to the treasurer of this island for the time being, and shall before him beforeajusticeofthe
the said treasurer (or in case of the sickness or absence of the said treasurer,Peace, andas

then before any justice of the peace in Bridge Town, who is hereby required recive twelve shil-

to return such affidavit to the said treasurer,) make oath of his name and faveach Slave.)

place of abode, with the time when and the place where be apprehended such

fugitive Slave or Slaves, and that he suspects and has good cause to believe

that the said Slave-or Slaves, is. or are-ranaway, which oath the said trea-
surer is hereby required to take and enter in a book, to the intent that all
owners of Slaves may come to the right knowledge and understanding when
their Slaves were apprehended and by whom, and whether they might be
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wrongfully taken up or not; and the said treasurer is hereby directed and
required, after such oath as aforesaid, to pay out of the public treasury of this
island, to the person or persons so apprehending such Slave or Slaves, and
so having made such oath before the said treasurer, or the said justice of the
peace as aforesaid, the sum of twelve shillings and sixpence currency for each
and every Slave so apprehended as aforesaid ; and in case the said treasurer
shall neglect or refuse to pay the said sum of twelve shillings and sixpenca,
the same shall be recovered against the said treasurer on complaint.of the per-
son or persons so apprehending such Slave or Slaves, to any justice of the

Persons_so appre- peace, as in the case of servants’ wages; and after such oath shall be so taken
thea tSthepocne as aforesaid, the person or persons so apprehending such Slave or Slaves,
marshal to be con- Shall under the penalty of five pounds, to be recovered on the complaint of
whoistefarghines ANY person as in the case of servants’ wages, carry the same and deliver him,with proper food and her or them, to the provost marshal of this island, or his lawful depaty or
drink. deputies, who is and are hereby strictly charged and required to keep

such Slave or Slaves in safe custody according to the provisions of
this Act, and to furnish the said Slave or Slaves with good and suf.
ficient food and drink, which is to be proved upon oath, if by’ the
owner of the said Slave or Slaves it shall be required to be done:

Punishment on pro- Provided always, if the said provost marshal suffer any Slave to escape,
fost marshalfor suf- he shall make such satisfaction to the owner, as by the governor and council
capeemployingthem Shall be thought fit, and shall repay to the said treasurer the said sumof
out of the cage, twelve shillings and sixpence, which he paid on apprehending such Slave:

and if the said provost marshal shall suffer any Slave to be any ways em-
ployed out of the cage before he or-she shall be legally released, he shall
forfeit for each Slave so suffered to be employed as aforesaid, to the owner
thereof, the sum of ten pounds currency, to be recovered:as aforesaid.

a And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, that the-male andlause 5. . . . .Male and female female Slaves confined.in the cage be kept in confinement in separate
Slaves to be kept it apartments, without any communication between them, and that not moreeparate apartments,
and not more than than eleven males and eleven females be kept and confined at the same timeConiuedinthe cage12 the said cage; and that the names of all such Slaves so confined as
at the same time. aforesaid, together with the names and descriptions of their respective owners,
ther ‘owners, tif known, be advertised by the provost marshal,or his lawful deputy, two
known,tobe pub- successive times in the public newspaper of this island, in which the Thintites
confined ten days in Of the House of Assembly for the time being may be printed and pubtished,
cage faole removed hy order of the said House of Assembly; and after such Slave or Slaves

° shall be confined in the said cage for the space of ten days, and after such two
advertisements‘ as aforesaid, the said two advertisements to be madewittiia
the said ten days, such Slave or Slaves shall be sent by the said provost
marshal to the common gaol of this island, there to be safely and securely

Ifnotclaimedwithin COMfined. And if such Slave or Slaves shall not be claimed by his or her
three months, to he Owner or Owners, or his, her, or their lawful agent or agents, attorney or
paidinto the treasury, attornies, manager or managers, or other person or. persons lawfally autho-

rized to claim the said Slave or Slaves, within three calendar mosths, com-
mencing from the day on which the said Slave or Slaves may be sent by the
said provost marshal to the said gaol, and upon payment.of the expenses
hereinafter mentioned, it shall and may be lawful to and for theprovost
marshal of this island for the time being, or his lawful deputy or deputies,
as he or they are hereby fully authorized and empowered, to sell and dispose,
at public auction, ofsuch Slave or Slaves for the most money that can be ob-
tained for the same ; of the time and place of which sale, notice shall begiven
in the said public newspapers of this island, for two successive times, im-
mediately after the said Slave or Slaves shall have been so confined in thé
said gaol before such sale takes place, and the money arising from the sale
of thesaid Slave or Slaves shall be paid, by the said provost marshal, into

Remedi actHE Public treasury of this island, for the. uses of the island; and-in euseemedics against ~ / jpurchaser or provost the purchaser or purchasers at outcry of such. Slave or Slaves, shall not
marshal for not pay pay to the said provost marshal the sum or sums so bid for such Slave orgthe moneyarisio . . . . o'sby such sale. Slaves within ten days, or in case the said provost marshal,.after receiving

the same, shall refuse or omit to pay it over to the said treasurer within ten
days after he shall have so received the same, then, and in either of such
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cases happening, the same proceedings shall be had against the said pur-

chaser or purchasers, by the said provost marshal, or against the said

provost marshal by the said treasurer, as the case may be, for raising the

said money with twenty per cent thereon, as are had and used on sales at

outery in the Courts of Common Pleas. Provided always, nevertheless, that Provision for remit-

if at any time after the sale of such Slave or Slaves, it shall appear to theproceeds OF Shaves

satisfaction of the governor and council, on application for that purpose, °°!

that the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves so sold as aforesaid, was

or were absent from this island, or labouring under any legal disability, so

that he or she could not claim the said Slave or Slaves, then, and in such

case, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said governor and council

to issue their order to the treasurer of this island for the time being, to

pay over to such owner or owners the net amount raised at outcry by the

sale of his or her Slave or Slaves. Provided always, nevertheless, that if a [underman may
tenant for life shall not claim such Slave or Slaves at or before the time of claim Slaves in con-

sale, and the person or persons entitled in remainder, or any person by him iemcclocttedeter

lawfully authorized, shall in his behalf put in a claim for the same, and

offer to pay all expenses which have been incurred at the cage and gaol, he

shall be entitled to immediate possession in fee of all such Slave or Slaves,

and the tenant for life shall forfeit his estate in the same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if, upon any, Clause €.

male or female Slaves being brought to the said cage for admission therein, rrSaves hom

it should happen that the number of Slaves brought for admission, together the cage to the goal

with the Slaves then in confinement, exceed the number of male andcachmay euceed the

female Slaves allowed by this Act to be confined at one and the same time Provisicnsof the Act,

in the said cage, then, and in such case, those Slaves who have been the not ee been com

longest confined in the said cage, notwithstanding they may not have been fined ten days.

there ten days, shall be delivered to the keeper of the common gaol, there to

be safely and securely kept. Provided, nevertheless, that the same adver The like advertise-

tisements as are hereinbefore required to be made, respecting Slaves con- finedin thecage,and

fined in the cage, shall be made of and concerning the said Slave or Slaves so Suv)" provisions of

removed under the circumstances aforesaid, in the same manner as if the said “

Slaves had remained under confinement in the said cage, save and except

that in the said advertisements, or either of them, it shall be stated that the

said Slave or Slaves hath or have been removed to the said gaol in conse-

quence of the number of persons therein confined. And such Slave or

Slaves so removed from the cage to the gaol aforesaid, previous to the time

when they shall have been so removed, shall be sold in the event of not being

claimed within three calendar months, after being so sent to the gaol in

the same manner, and under and subject to the same rales and regulations

as are hereinbefore prescribed, with respect to those Slaves which shall be

removed from the cage to the gaol in the regular time prescribed by this Act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any Slave Clause 7.

or Slaves shall be claimed to be released, either from the said cage or from Persons claiming

the gaol, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said provost marshal, OFgaol,torepay’the

his lawful deputy or deputies, to demand and receive from the owner or trelve shillings and

owners of such Slave or Slaves, the sum of twelve shillings and sixpence, so treasurer’or appre-

paid as aforesaid by the said treasurer, on the apprehending any such run- Pee teres
away Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, and pay the same over to the said fees.

treasurer, and until the same be paid it shall be lawful for the said provost

marshal to detain and keep such Slave or Slaves in his possession as afore-

said; and the said provost marshal shall also demand and receive the

following fees, which must be paid before the said Slave or Slaves shall

be delivered up, to wit, the sum of two shillings and sixpence for each

Slave who shall have been so confined and delivered, and seven-pence half-

penny for every twenty-four hours for feeding each Slave, and in case the

said fees shall not be paid, the said Slave or Slaves shall be sold in the

same manner as if no claim had been made. Provided always, and it is Requisites to be ob-

hereby further enacted, that the keeper of the cage, or the keeper of the served by keeperof

gaol, if the Slave or Slaves shall have been removed to gaol, shall, andlivering afslaves.

each of them is hereby strictly charged and required, before he delivers any
Slave or Slaves who shall be claimed, to take a receipt from the person or

persons claiming such Slave or Slaves, that he or they have either in his,

her, or their own right, or in any other right, claimed and received such

Slave or Slaves; and the said receipt shall also contain the name and full
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description of the person ov persons claiming such Slave or Slaves, together
with the place of his, her, or their residence, and also the name and descrip.
tion of the Slave or Slaves so claimed and delivered up, which receipts
shall be taken and recorded in one or more proper bound book or books,
to be kept for that purpose respectively, by the keeper of the cage,and the
keeper of the gaol, which books shall and may be inspected at any time in
the day, by any person or persons whomscever, without any fee or reward
being paid for the saine.

Clause 8. Aod be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said Cage
bekecperaf the cage, so to be erected as aforesaid shall be, and the same is hereby expressly de.
and to make a te- clared to be, placed under the immediate care and direction of the provost
tothecleck anne marshal of this island for the time being, or his lawful deputy, who is hereby
General Assembly, declared to.be the keeper of the said cage, and to be responsible for the goodof particulars — re- . . . .
specting confinement government and conduct of the same; and the said provost marshal, or his
ane oe discharge ¢, lawful deputy, shall every month makeatrue, just, and correct return on oath
laid before the as-to the clerk of the General Assembly of this island for the time being, of
sembly. the number of Slaves who have been confined in the said cage, or gaol,

the day on which the said Slave or Slaves was or were first confined
in the cage, and the day on which discharged, the number sent to gaol, and
discharged or sold, which return shall be made according to the schedule
hereunto annexed, and shall be laid by the said clerk before the House of

preasurer toerecave ASSembly at the meeting succeeding the receipt of the same ; and the treg-
ed by him. surer of this island for the time being, shall account with the committee of

public accounts for all monies received by him by virtue of this Act, in the
same manner as he is required to do for any other of the public monies jn
his hands.

athe imeentee softhe And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby ex-
island to be visitorsof pressly declared, that the magistrates of this island are the proper and legal
the cage 5 inspectors, visitors and supervisors of the said cage, and they, and each and

every of them have and hath hereby full and ample power and authority
given to and vested in them to visit and inspect the cage whenever they shall
think proper so to do, and the said magistrates are, and each and every of
them is hereby required to see that the said cage be constantly kept clean
and healthy and wholesome, and that good and sufficient food be allowed
to the said Slaves in confinement: And should it appear to the said magis-

Andio report abuses trates, any, or either of them, that any abuses are suffered to exist, or that
sembly, improper conduct is practised by any person or persons having the charge of

the said cage, or in any manner connected with or employed in and about
the same, then, and in such cases, the said magistrates, any or either of them
are and is hereby required to make a report in writing of such conduct or af
such abuses to the House of Assembly, at its first sitting after the same shall
be discovered, in order that such measures may be adopted and carried into
effect as may seem right and expedient to the said House of Assembly.

Offense ittea Aud be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the keeper of
by keeper of the the said cage, or his deputy or deputies, shail be guilty of any crime, misde-
how to.be pesisbed, meanour, or offence, or misbehave himself or themselves, in their respective

situations, he or they shall and may be prosecuted at the Court of Grand
Sessions for the same, and punished according to the nature of the said crime,
misdemeanour, or offence, by fine or imprisonment, or either at the discretion
of the said court.

Keep et cape, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the keeper of the
undera penalty, not Said cage, shall not receive into the said cage any Slave or Slaves, without
jo receiveany Have such certificate as aforesaid from the treasurer, under a penalty of five pounds,ge, without . . .
certificate from the to be recovered, levied, and raised as in the case of servants’ wages, on the
treasurer. complaint ofany person whomsoever, one half of the said forfeiture to the use

of the public, and the other half to the use of the informer.
Read three times and passed the Council unanimously, this 2nd day of

December, 1817. (Signed)
W. HUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of the Council.

Read three times and passed the General Assembly, this 4th day ofNovem
ber, 1817. (Signed)

J. W. E. ELDER, Acting Clerk of the General Assembly.
(Signed) COMBERMERE.

Assented to by his Excellency the Governor, on the 2nd December, 1817.
(Signed) W. HUSBANDS, Deputy Secretary.
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15.

Barbadoes.—An Act for the better Prevention of the Practice of Obeah.

WHEREAS it is expedient to prevent the evils and offences which arise —_—_ Clause 2.
from the wicked acts and pretensions of persons going under the appella-

tion of Obeah men and women; and whereas the provisions now by law
made for the prevention of such evils and offences have been found ineffec-
tual for that purpose.
Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency the Right Honourable Stapleton

Lord Combermere, Knight Grand Cross of the most honourable Military

Order of the Bath, of the Royal Guelphic Order, and of the Portuguese
Royal Military Order of the Tower and Sword, His Majesty’s Captain
General and Governor in Chief of this island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and
Vice-Admiral of the same, the honourable the members of His Majesty’s
Council and the General Assembly of this island, and by the authority of
the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, any person who shall
wilfully, maliciously and unlawfully pretend to any magical and supernatural Persons pretending to

charm or power, in order to promote the purposes of insurrection or rebel- supernatural poner

lion of the Slaves within this island, or to injure and affect the life or health or using the unlawful
of any other person, or who wilfully and maliciously shall use or carry onPrtdeathce trans,

the wicked and unlawful practice of Obeah, shall upon conviction thereof portation.
suffer death or transportation, as the court by which the said offender may

be tried shall think proper, anything in this or any other Act of this island
to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and aftet —isuseg

the passing of this Act, if any person wilfully and maliciously, in the prac- Persons practising

tice of Obeah or otherwise, shall mix or prepare, or have in his or her pos- Obealy or preparing
; : . or having in possession,

session, any poison, or any noxious or destructive substance or thing with avy destractive sub-

an intent to administer to any person (whether the said person be white or (ame’otimcoaineto
black, or a person of colour), or wilfully and maliciously shall actually ad- admimster the same
minister to, or cause to be administered to, or taken by any such person as gether withthe abet.
aforesaid, any poison or any noxious or destructive substance or thing torto-suffer death
whatsoever, although death may not ensue upon the testimony thereof, otter punishment
every such person, together with his or her counsellors, aiders and abettors,
knowing of, and being privy to such evil intentions and offences, shall upon
conviction thereof suffer death, transportation, or such other punishment as
the court by which such offender may be tried shall think proper, any-
thing in this or any other Act of this island to the contrary in anywise not-
withstanding.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and im- —tanse .

mediately after the passing of this Act, the Act entitled “ An Act for the Former Obeab Act
Punishment of Slaves found practising Obeah,” shall be and the same is"?
hereby repealed and made void to all intents and purposes.

Read three times and passed the Council unanimously this twenty-eighth
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen.

(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of the Council.

Read three times and passed the General Assembly, nem. con. this thirtieth
day of June, one thousand cight hundred and eighteen.

(Signed)
JOHN WM. ED. ELDER, Acting Clerk of the General Assembly.

(Signed) COMBERMERE.

Assented to by his Excellency the Governor on the 28th day ofJuly, 1818,
(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Secretary,

16.

Barbadoes.—An Act to repeal and amend certain Acts made for the Go-
vernment aad Protection of Slaves.

_ WHEREAS certain parts of the Acts of this island, passed for the govern-
ing of Slaves, have long since been and now are wholly and altogether
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obsolete and of no force and effect: But whereas, by reason of the man
false accusations and wicked contrivances, made and used by certain evil
disposed persons, against the character and well-being of the British settle.
ments in the West Indics, itis expedient to repeal by a positive enactment
such parts of the said Acts and Statutes.

Ciause 1. Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency the Right Honourable Stapleton
Lord Combermere, Knight Grand Cross of the most honourable Militar
Order of the Bath, of the Royal Guelphic Order, and of the Portuguese
Royal Military Order of the Tower and Sword, His Majesty's Captain
General and Governor in Chief of this island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and
Vice-Admiral of the same, the honourable the Members of HisMajesty's
Council and the General Assembly of this island, and by the authorityof

sth Clause of No. 82, the same, that the fifth Clause of a certain Act or Statute of this island
Mall'sLawsrepealed. entitled “An Act forthe Governing of Negroes,” being numbereighty-two

in Hall’s Laws of Barbadoes, be, and the same is hereby repealed and made
‘void.

Clause 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that an Act or Statute
_ of this island, entitled ‘““ An additional Act to an Act entitled an Act for

No, 92 Hall's Laws the Goverring of Negroes,” and which is mentioned as numberninety-two
Tepealede in Hall’s Laws of Barbadoes, shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

And: whereas doubts have arisen respecting the true construction, intent,
The Act of 1805, for and meaningofa certain Act which passed in the year one thousand eight
OfSlaves,reied, huadred and five, and entitled «An Act for the better Protection of the

Slaves of this island.”-
Clause 3, Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said Act shall,

aud the'same is hereby declared to be null and void.
Clause 4, And be rt further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person

The wilful murder ofa Slave made felony, Shall hereafter wilfully and maliciously kill andmurder any Slave, whether
rituout benefit of such Slave be the property of the person so killing and inurdering, or of any

"sy other person, such person so killing and murdering being duly convicted
thereof by the evidence of one or nore competent witness or witnesses, at
a court of GrandSessions, shall saffer death without benefit of clergy:

Fxcepting the for- Provided, neverthcless, that any person so convicted of such murder of a
icitureoflands, &” Slave shall not thereby forteit his lands, Negroes, goods or chattels, any

law to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding, =~
Read three times and passed the Council unanimously, this twenty-eighth

day ot July, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen. .
(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, DeputyClerk of the Council.

Readthree times and passed the General Assembly nem.con., this twenty-
eighth day of July, onethousand eight hundred and eighteen.

(Signed)
JOHN wot ED. ELDER, Acting Clerk of the General Assembly.

(Signed) COMBERMERE.
Assented to by his Excellency the Governor, on the 29th day ofJuly, 1818,

(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Secretary.

1%,

Barbadoes.—-An Act for the better Prevention of the Practice of Obeah.

WHEREAS it is expedient to prevent the evils and offences which arise
from the. wicked acts and pretensions of persons going under the appella-
tion of Obeah men and women; and whereas the provisions now by law
made for the prevention of such evils and offences have been found ineffec-

Clause}. ual for that purpose.
Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency the Right Honourable Stapleton

Luid Combermere, Knight Grand Cross of the most Honourable Military .
Order of the Bath, of the Royal Guelphic Order, and of the Portuguese
Royal Military Order of the Tower and Sword, His Majesty’s Captain Ge-
neral, and Governor in Chief of this island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-
Admiral of the same, the honourable the members of His Majesty’s Coun-
cil and the General Assembly of this island, and by the authority of the
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same, that from and after the passing of this Act, any person who shall. Persons pretending
+ ty : supernatural power

wilfully, maliciously, and unlawfully pretend to any magical and superna- to promote rebellion,
tural claim or power, in order to promote the purposes of insurrection ororusing the. unlawfil
rebellion-of the Slaves within this island, or to injure and affect the life to suffer death or
or health of any other person, or who wilfully and maliciously, shall use ""*Pertation.
or carry on the wicked andunlawful practice of Obeah, shall, upon con-
viction thereof before two justices of the peace and three freeholders, if
the person offending be a Slave, and before the Court of Grand Sessions
ifa free person, suffer death or transportation as the court by which the
said offender may be tried, shall think proper, anything in this or any other
Act of this island to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding,
And be it further. enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and Clause 2.

after the passing of this Act, if any person wilfully and maliciously inyesormemnne
the practice of Obeah or otherwise, suall mix or prepare, or have in his.orhaving inposses
or-her possession, any poison, or any destructive substance or thing, with sasance, and admi-
an intent to administer to any person (whether the said person be white or histeringor.intending
black or a person of colour), or wilfully and maliciously shall actually ad- same to :any person

int ise. inis ‘ ~ together with theminister to er cause to be administered to or taken by any such person as alettors, to suffer
aforesaid, any poison or any destructive substance or thing whatsoever,de-th,trauspertation,
although death may not ensue, upon the testimony thereof, every such % ‘het punishment.
petson, together with his or her counsellors, aiders, and abettors, knowing
of, and being privy to such evil intentions and offences, shall, upon convic-
tion thereof before two justices of the peace and three freeholders, if the.
person offending be a Slave, and before the Court ofGrand Sessions, if a
free person, suffer death, transportation, or such other punishment as the
court by which such offender may be tried shall think proper, anything in
this or any other Act of this island to the contrary in anywise notwith-
standing.
-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and im- Clause a.

mediately after the passing of this Act, the Act entitled “ An Act for theFormer eaiede
punishment of Slaves found practising Obeah” shall be and the same is
hereby repealed.and made void to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

Read three times and passed the Council unanimously the twenty-fifth:
day vf May, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen.

(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of the Council.
Read three times and passed the General Assembly nem, con., this fourth

day of May, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen.
(Signed) R. B. FARLEY, officiating acting Clerk of the

General Assembly.
(Signed) COMBERMERE.

Assented to by his Excellency the Governor on the 26th day of May,
1819. (Signed) WILLIAM HUSBANDS, Deputy Secretary.

 

18.

October 23rd, 1826.
May it please your Excellency.

THE Consolidation Slave Bill having passed the House of Assembly,
and also the Honourable Board of Council, I presume it will be satisfac-
tory to your Excellency to be informed of the reasons which influenced
the Houseinnot adopting certain of the recommendations contained in
Loril Bathurst's Despatch of the 9th of July 1823. The Assembly through-
out their discussions, on the reconsideration of this most important Bill,
felt it a sacred ‘duty which they owed to their country, their constituents,
and themselves, whilst. anxiously disposed to meet the views and wishes
of His Majesty’s government, not to lose sight of “ the safety of the inha-
bitants, the interest of their property, and the welfare of the Slaves them-
selves." Acting on these considerations, the Assembly, with all due defer-
ence to Eail Bathurst, found that they could not yield to his Lordship‘s
recommendations to prohibit the punishment of women by flogging, and
the use of the whip in the field. To forbid by legislative enactment the
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flogging of female Slaves, would, in the judgment of the Assembly, be pro-
ductive of most injurious consequences: although the knowledge that

they can be so punished, tends in some degree to act as a restraint on their
conduct, yet the Assembly, from experience, are justifiedin saying that
female Slaves evince, at all times, a greater disregard to the authority of
their owners than the male Slaves: to deprive an owner of this mode of
enforcing obedience, or punishing disorderly conduct, would tend to ep.
courage a stronger disposition to insubordination. If imprisonment were
to be substituted, it would either lead to offences, for which they ‘ought to

be punished, being passed over unnoticed, or owners must in turn submit
to the punishment of being deprived of the services of their Slaves during
such imprisonment, In the case of owners possessed of only one or two
Slaves (being females) employed in the domestic duties ofa family, it jg

quite apparent how very objectionable must be the change from flogging to
imprisonment.

Considerations not less powerful prevailed with the Assembly respecting
the disuse of the whip in the field: whilst the power of summary punish.
ment by flogging, when necessary, and which is considered to be insepa.
rable from a state of Slavery is permitted to Slave owners, the Assembly
have fully provided against the abuse or cruel exercise of it.
The recording of punishment by whipping being consequent upon

limiting it to a given number of stripes, and the Assembly being of opinion
that in the hands of a relentless executioner, a given number of stripes
might, under the sanction of law, be so inflicted as to amount to an act of
cruelty, thought that the ends of humanity would be best consulted, and
unfeeling owners the more effectually restrained, by leaving it to the
justices before whom complaints for such offences might be brought, to
determine upon the fact of cruelty from the circumstances of the case,
without any reference to the specific mode or quantity of punishment;
wherefore the Assembly could not think it advisable to adopt the regulation
on this head, which was pointed out to them by Lord Bathurst.

Compulsory manumission is such a direct invasien of the right of pro-
perty hitherto secured by repeated Acts of. the colonial legislature, and of
the imperial parliament, that the Assembly felt they could not, without
violating the sacred trust reposed in them by their constituents, contem-
plate a measure absolutely destructive of that right by investing Slaves
with the power at their own will, and against the will of their owners, of
purchasing their freedom.

If this were once admitted, there would be an end of all security to
mortgageesand others holding claims on West India properties, and the
certain ruin of owners would be identified in the measure. Any attempt
at compensation to guard against the ruinous consequences of compulsory
manumission could only prove delusive. Slaves as well as owners must
and would become the unhappy victims of a change, destructive of that
system of colonial policy which has so long existed, and which has hitherto
upheld the importance of the mother country and contributed to the sup-
port and well-being not only of a large portion of His Majesty’s loyal and
dufiful subjects, but to the comfort and happiness of the Slaves themselves.
The average number of effective Slaves on a plantation, is in general about
one-third of the whole, the other two-thirds consisting of infants, and the
aged and infirm. These effective Slaves, by whose labour the others are

supported, and a return of capital produced for the benefit of the owner or
mortgagee, would be the first and only number that could take advantage of
the right to purchase their freedom; supposing then a plantation to consist
of a hundred and fifty Slaves, and to be worth, together with the buildings,
implements and stock, the sum of forty thousand pounds, the fifty effective
Slaves by whose labour the establishment is upheld may in a few years be
withdrawn from the plantation by the operation of the proposed compulsory

manumission, and of course the plantation would not only cease to make
any return to the owner, mortgagee, or others having claims on it, but
the remaining two-thirds of the Slaves, consisting of infants, and the aged

and infirm, would be deprived of the means of support, as the owner would
no longer have it in his power to compel those that were freed, to labour
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for the support either of the remaining Slaves or himself; and it is a known

fact that without compulsion they will not engage in agricultural labour.
Wages will not induce them to undertake it, even if the owner could afford
to give wages; a state of Slavery alone can ensure such labour from them;

unless therefore, it is intended at once to ruin this colony and all con-

nected with it, and to convert every plantation into a poor-house, the

theoretical plan of compulsory manumission, must, in the judgment of the

Assembly, be abandoned. It would be mere delusion to hold out to the

owner ofa plantation the hope of compensation for any loss which he may
sustain under the operation of compulsory manumission, when it is evident
that a few years may deprive him of the whole of his effective Slaves, or of
so large a number of them as to leave the establishment in his hands utterly

valueless: if compensation is to be looked for only from the Slaves who may

claim to be allowed to purchase and withdraw themselves from a plantation,

how extremely delusive must be the scheme, when it is seen that less than

forty thousand pounds would not indemnify an owner for the loss of his

effective Slaves, taking the number at fifty on a plantation consisting of

one hundred and fifty. With this view of the subject, the Assembly could
not, consistently. with their duty to their king and their country, establish
by legislative enactment, a power under which not only settled rights, but

this hitherto proud and valuable appendage of the crown would fall pros-

trate and ruined at the shrine of compulsory manumission. As an earnest

of the wish of the Assembly to facilitate the manumission of Slaves, they
have concurred with the Council, since the passing of the Slave Consolida-
tion Bill, in giving effect toa measure by which all impediments on the

score of pecuniary fines are unconditionally removed.

The Assembly have not in direct terms adopted his Lordship’s sugges-
tions respecting the establishment of savings banks as the means of pro-
tecting the property of Slaves, but they trust his Lordship will be satisfied
that they have, in the spirit of true sincerity, provided for Slaves the full
security and enjoyment of thcir property. —
As regards the sale of Slaves in satisfactionof the debts of their owners,

the Assembly when considering the subject, found that it was surrounded
with difficulties even greater than those apprehended by his Lordship, but
they are happy to say that the essential part of the regulations which his
Lordship desires to be adopted, have long since been established, not only
in practice but by the enactment No. 84, in Hall’s Laws, which enjoins the
marshal, when selling Slaves under executions, to dispose of them in lots

not exceeding five in number, unless there shall be more than five of one
family, in which case he is required to sell the whole family in one lot. On
this head the Assembly are not prepared at present to make further pro-
vision ; itis, however, worthy of remark, that the non-separation of families
drew from the Legislature of this colony, the enactment above alluded to,
so far back as the year 1688, and that it takes a wider range than that now
contemplated by his Lordship, for it will be observed that his Lordship
only proposes to limit the separation of parent and child, when the latter
may be under the age of fourteen years.
Having said thus much respecting the several points contained in his

Lordship’s despatch, which the Assembly could not, consistently with the
sacred trust reposed in them, and a just regard to the safety of all, adopt
and imbody in the Consolidation Bill, I now proceed to inform your
Excellency of the particulars attending the progress of the bill, for a fourth
time, through the House. The objections taken by Lord Bathurst to the
Consolidation Bill which passed the Legislature during the last session,
were most attentively considered, and the several clauses to which they

referred, so altered or modified, as to lead the House to hope that those
particular points when brought again under his Lordship’s review, will rea-
dily meet his approbation. The House then proceeded to a full and general
reconsideration of the very important subject on which they were legis-
lating, when the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences by

three justices anda jury of twelve freeholders, asoriginally provided in the
bill, was, without a dissenting voice, altered to a trial at our regular Court of
Grand Sessions, in the same manner as the white and free coloured inha-.
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bitants of the island; and with an anxious desire to afford the readiest
means of ensuring to Slaves their just rights, and of protecting them from
injustice and oppression, the House unanimously passed a clause and added
it to the bill appointing a committee of protection with an acting protector
under them, at an annual salary of four hundred pounds payable from the
Colonial Treasury. The only point of the bill on which any decided
difference of opinion prevailed in the House, was the admission of Slave
evidence; but after considerable discussion it was thought by a large
majority of members, that its exclusion would materially interfere with
the provisions adopted for their protection, and therefore clauses granting
that privilegeto Slaves were moved and carried, and now form a part of
the present bill: this provision was omitted in the former bill.
The advocatesof this measure conceiving that more could with safety

be conceded on this head, than was proposed by Lord Bathurst, did not
hesitate to extend the benefit thus designed for the Slaves beyond the
line laid down by his Lordship, as will be seen by a comparison of those
clauses with his Lordship’s recommendation. ; OS

Provisions for the abolition of the Sunday market, the baptism and
marriage of Slaves, and their religious instruction, are to be found ina
separate bill, which passed theHouse and the Honourable Board of Council
at their last meeting.

I have thus endeavoured to give to your excellency a statement of the
proceedings of the House, with the reasons which influenced them in not.
adopting some of the recommendations containedin his Lordship’s despatch
of the 9th of July, 1823, and I am justified in adding, that throughout their
deliberationsan honest and conscientious feeling pervaded the minds of
all to go. the utmost length that prudence would allow in giving effect to.
the wishes of His Majesty’s ministers, to whom they now look up in full
Confidence that the time which they have so anxiously passed in maturing
the measure for His Majesty’s consideration, will, through their advice,
receive the high reward which His Majesty’s gracious confirmation of the
bill would confer. I have, &c.
_ (Signed) ROBERT HAYNES, Speaker.
To his Excellency Sir Henry Warde, K.C.B.

&e. &e. &e,

19.

The Council has the honour to forward to his Excellency thegovernor, a
copy of this day’s proceedings, accompanied by a copy of a supplemental
bill to the Consolidation Slave Bill, which unanimouslypassed the Council,
and which they regret to say has been rejected by the House of Assembly.

Council Chambers, 17th October, 1826.

Barbadoes.—A Supplemental Act to an Act entitled «* An Act to repeal
several Acts and Clauses of Acts respecting Slaves, and for con-
solidating and bringing into’ one Act the several Laws relating
thereto, and for the better Order and Government of Slaves, and
for giving them further Protection and Security, for altering
the mode of Trial of those charged with capital and other
Offences and for other Purposes.” SO

WHEREAS certain other regulations are deemed necessary tosatis'y the
wishes ofHis Majesty’s government, touching the melioration of the condition
of Slavery in this colony : And whereas the Legislature is willing to go te
the utmost length thatreason or prudence would sanctionin furtherance of
those wishes: Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency Sir HenryWarde,
Knight, Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, His

Majesty’s Captain General and Governor in Chief of this island, Chancellor,
Ordinary, and Vice Admiral of the same, the honourable the members
of His Majesty’s Council, and the General Assembly of this island, and by
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the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of the aforemen-

tioned Act, entitled “ An Act to repeal several Acts and Clauses of Acts
respecting Slaves, and for consolidating and bringing into one Act the

several Laws relating thereto, &c.,” no master, owner, or overseer of
Slaves, shall allow any driver, or person exercising the authority of driver,
to carry a whip of any description into the field in which the people under
his direction are at work. 7 .

-And be: it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the punish-
ment by flogging shali not be inflicted by.or on behalf.of the master, upon
females above fourteen years of age, except in the execution of the sen-
tence of a magistrate or other court. ; .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any person who

shall be convicted before two justices of the peace, by one or more compe-
tent witnesses, of having violated either of the foregoing clauses of this Act,
shall be fined in a sum not less than five pounds current money, nor.ex-
ceeding fifty, to be applied to the uses of the island.

And it is hereby declared and enactedby the authority aforesaid, that
every Slave shall have and enjoy absolute right and control over any pro-
perty which he or she may be lawfully possessed of, that he may dispose of
itat pleasure, either by will or otherwise without the knowledge or con-
sent of his master; that he may sue or be. suéd at law for all matters re-
lating to it: Provided always, that a Slave contracting debts, or condemned
to pay costs or damages, shall only be liable to the extentof such property
as he or she may actually possess, and that no Slave shall be subject to
personal arrest for any debts, cost. or damages, which he or she may. have
incurred: and provided also that no Slave shall havea right to kéep cows,
hogs, sheep, or other stock.on lands belonging to his masfer without his
consent. . . ;

Provided always, and. be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that this Act, or anything herein contained, shall not be in force until His
Majesty's pleasure on the-same shall ‘be known.

Read three times, and passed the Council unanimously, this seventeenth
day of October, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six.

(Signed) WILLIAM HUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of Council.

 

Ata meeting of the Honourable Board of Legislative Council,
in Council Chamber, at the Town Hall, on the 17th October,
1826. , ; .

Present, The Honourables,

Sir Reynold A. Alleyne, Bart. Join R. Best, Renn Hamden, Honourable
and Reverend John H. Gittens, Nathan Lucas, Philip L. Hinds.
The last Minutes werethen read and confirmed.

The following message was then prepared to the House of Assembly and
. taken down by the clerk.

“The Council requests the favour of a short conference with the House
of Assembly on the subject of the Slave Bill.”

“ Council Chamber, 17th October, 1826.”

To which the following was received in reply.
“ The House of Assembly, in reply to the message with which they

have just been honoured from the Honourable Board of Council, requesting
a short conference on the subject of the Slave Bill, beg to say that they
are ready to enter on the conference.”
“House of Assembly, 17th October, 1826.”

The Council accordingly retired to meet the House of Assembly.
After some time the Council again returned into the Council Chamber,

when Mr. Hamden rose and said, That although it appeared to be the unani-
mous opinion of this Board, that the Bill which has been sent up by the
House of Assembly is so defective, that there is no chance of its obtaining His
Majesty’s assent, and having also failed in our efforts at the conference with

Clause 2.

Clause 3,

Clause 4.

Clause 5.
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the other House, from which we have just retired, to impress this conviction
upon that House, yet he would recommend that this Board should manifest
their readiness to further every attempt at improving the Slave Code }
passing the Bill, imperfect as we estcem it, and follow it up immediate]
with a Supplemental Bill, embracing certain points which His Majesty's
ministers, have sc repeatedly urged upon us as indispensable to aneffectual
ameliorationof the condition of the Slaves:—He therefore moved the Se-
cond reading of “ An Act to repeal several Acts and Clauses of Acts re-
specting Slaves, and for consolidating and bringing into one Act, the several
Laws relating thereto, and for the better Order and Government of Slayes
and for giving them further Protection and Security, for altering the Mode
of Trial of those charged with capital and other Offences, and for other
Purposes.” Upon which Sir Reynold Alleyne rose and said, he hadgreat
pleasure in seconding Mr. Hamden’s motion, as he cordially coincided in
all that that honourable gentleman had said on the subject of the Slave
Consolidation Bill. The said Act was accordingly read a second and third
time, and passed the Council unanimously.

Mr. Hamden then rose and moved that the Act which he now delivered
in, entitled “ A Supplemental Act to an Act, entitled An Act to repeal
several Acts and Clauses of Acts respecting Slaves, &c.” be read, andbeing
seconded by Sir Reynold Alleyne, the rule for sending it round was sys.
pended, and the same was accordingly read three times and passed the
Council unanimously, and the clerk being desired immediately took it down
to the House of Assembly, and on his return reported the delivery thereof.
On the question being put for the second reading of the Act, entitled

“An Act for the Encouragement of Baptisms and Marriages amongst the
Slaves, and for the due Observance of the Lord’s day, commonly called
Sunday, Christmas day, and Good Friday,” Mr. Hinds rose and opposed
the same, for the reasons which he had assigned at the last meeting. Mr,
Gittins, Mr. Best, and Mr. Lucas voted for the second reading. Mr. Ham.
den opposed it on the ground that he considered the total abolition of the
Sunday market would bear hard upon the Slave population, Sir Reynold
Alleyne voted for it; the said Act was therefore read a second and third
time and passed the Council, Mr. Hinds and Mr. Hamdendissenting.

Mr. Bascom and Mr. St. Hill then came into the Council Chamber, and
delivered in an Act entitled “An Act to remove pecuniary Impcdiments
to the Manumission of Slaves, and to extend the Benefit of Testimony to
free Persons manumitted not according to the Laws of this Island, and to
repeal certain Acts and parts of Acts relating thereto,” which having passed
the Council during the administration of Mr. President Skeete, became
necessary that it should be altered; the alterations being accordingly made,
the said Act was again read, and passed the Council unanimously, and the
clerk was then required to take it down to the Assembly.
The Council then prepared the following message to his Excellency the

Governor :—
“‘ The Council has the honour to forward to his Excellency the Governor

the minutes of this day’s proceedings, accompanied by a copy of a supple-
mental Bill to the Consolidation Slave Bill, which unanimously passed the
Council, and which they regret to say has been rejected by the House of
Assembly.

Council Chamber, 17th October, 1826.”
This honourable board then adjourned.

 

Minute of the Conference between theCouncil and the House of Assembly.

In the conference it was stated by the Board of Council that they had
read the Slave Act once, and were perfettly convinced it would not satisfy
the views of the government on the subject; that some of the most material
of the recommendations of the government were wholly omitted, and for full
execution of which Lord Bathurst in the House of Lords, and Mr. Canning
in the House of Commons stood pledged to the peopleof England; they
had, therefore drawn up a supplemental Act, which they thought com-—
prised these objects, though this they conceived would be more eligibly
accomplished by imbodying them in the Bill itself; the speaker then said,
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that as the organ of that House he could say that the House would make no

addition whatever to the Bill. Some other desultory observations were

made, and the conference ended.

 

No. 2. (Bill.)

Barbadoes.—An Act for the Encouragement of Baptisms and Marriages
amongst the Slaves, and for the due Observance of the
Lord’s Day, commonly called Sunday, Christmas Day,
and Good Friday.

WHEREAS His Majesty has been graciously pleased to erect this and

several of the neighbouring colonies into an Episcopal See, and to make

effectual provision for the religious instruction of the Negroes of this

island. And whereas the encouragement of baptisms and marriages

amongst the Slaves, and the due observance of the Lord’s day, commonly

called Sunday, and Christmas day, and Good Friday, are essentially neces- —Clause 1.

sary to the furtherance of this object : Be it therefore enacted by his

Excellency Sir Henry Warde, Knight Commander of the most Honourable

Military Order of the Bath, His Majesty's Captain General and Governor-

in-chief of this island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice Admiral of the same,

the Honourable the Members of His Majesty’s Council, and the General

Assembly of this island, and by the authority of the same, that from and Owners of Slaves to

after the passing of this Act, all owners or possessors of Slaves, and their Petae ieicnand

agents, attornies, and representatives in this island, shall, as much as incanse them to be

them lies, endeavour to instruct their Slaves in the principles of the apezee’

Christian religion, and shall cause to be baptized by any clergyman of the

established church of England, all their Slaves hereafter to be born, and

also all such of their Slaves already born, as shall be made sensible of the
duties of the Christian faith.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any persons .___ Clause 3.

who are in a state of Slavery, being the property of the same owner, shall Staves, theproperty

be desirous to intermarry, any clergyman of the established church shall ™ay intermarry with

and may solemnize the marriage on the said Slave’s producing the consent owners couse
in writing of the owner, his or her attorney, agent, or representative, to ;

the celebration thereof: Provided, nevertheless, that such marriages shall po Vignes incon
not confer on the parties or their issue, any rights inconsistent with the sistent with Slavery.

duties which Slaves owe to their owners or to the government, or at

varience with those rights which the owners or the government, are by

law entitled to assert over the Slaves and their progeny, or subject such
Slaves so intermarrying to any penal infliction, the effects of which might
destroy the rights or injure the property of their owners.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the officiating ,..,Clams >,

: : 2s * gisters of baptisms,

clergyman-of the several and respective parishes of this island for the time marriages,and burials
being shall, and they are hereby directed to keepa register of the several of Slaves tobe kept

baptisms, marriages, and burials of Slaves, which shall be celebrated and parishes.

performed in their several and respective parishes according to the rites
and ceremonies of the church of England, such register to be kept after the
manner and according to the rules, orders, and regulations which the said

Lords Bishops of the Diocese shall or may deem requisite for the full and
effectual registrations of such baptisms, marriages, and burials.

And as it has been customary for Slaves to bring the produce of their Clause.
labours to market on other days than Sundays: Be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this Act, all
Sunday markets throughout this island shall cease, and be absolutely Siiy marketsde-
unlawful, and if any person or persons whomsoever shall publicly shew articles exposed. for
forth or expose for sale any meat, poultry, vegetables, provisions, herbs, s¢,,o Sunday.

fruits, goods, wares, merchandise, or other articles whatsoever on theGoodtriday, forfeited

Lord's day, called Sunday, or on Christmas day or Good Friday, in anyandtobeseized and
of the streets, highways, wharfs, lanes, or other place within any part gistrate to be con-

of this island, such person or persons shall forfeit the goods or articles #™ne-

so exposed for sale, and it shall be lawful for the clerk of the market or his
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deputics, or for any constable, and they are respectively hereby required
to seize the goods or articles so exposed for sale, and to take or cause
them to be taken before any magistrate, who upon view of such goods or
articles so exposed, shall order the same to be sold forthwith, and the
procceds thereof applied and disposed of as follows;that is to say, one
moiety to the person seizing the same, and the other moiety to be paid into
the public treasury. ;

Clase 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person of
Fersons of tree eens free condition shall open their shops, or any part of their premises for thetion not to open their
slaps, wor sell or pur. sale, barter, or purchaseof, nor shall sell, barter, or purchase any meat,

(excepting medicines)poultry, vegetables, provisions, herbs, fruits, goods, wares, merchandise,
onSundar,Curisi™™* or other articles whatsoever, (save and except drugs and medicines) on the
under the penalty of Lord's day called Sunday, or on Christmas-day, or Good Friday, under a
five pounds, penaity of five pounds current money, to be recovered on complaint before

any justice of the peace as in the case of servants’ wages, one moiet
thereof to be to the use of the informer, and the other moiety to be paid into

the public treasury; and if any Slave shall be guilty of any offence against
Slaves to offending to He provisions of this clause, such Slave shalland may bewhipped by order
be whipped. of any justice of the peace not exceeding twenty-five stripes.

Clause 6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person
Fersous not to em- OF persons within this island, shall work or employ any Slave at any time
Petty te workonbetween the hour of eight of the clock in the evening of any Saturday, and
Sundays, the hour of five of the clock in the morning of any Monday, or shallduring

that period procure, induce, or compel any Slave to perform or engage in any
labour for the profit or advantage of his or her owner, manager, or employer,
the person or persons so offending, shall incur and become liable toafine not
exceeding ten pounds, nor less than five pounds, to be recovered on com-
plaint before any justiceof the peace, as in the case ofservants’ wages; one
moiety. to the informer, and the other moiety to be paid into the public

Except in the neces- treasury. Provided, nevertheless, that nothing herein. contained shall ex.
cuder'a. penton vpo» tend or be construed to extend, to any work or labour which any Slave may
family, ' perform on Sunday in the necessary attendance upon the person, or in the

family of his or her owner or employer, or in the necessary and unavoidable
tending and preservation of the cattle or live stock, or in the. offices of
watchmen; cooks or nurses upon any plantation, or in the prevention or
repair of any damage arising from irruptions of water, conflagrations, hurri-
canes, and other casualties of a like nature; nor to the persons who may be
employed in the manufacture or casking of sugar, provided that such
manufacture shall not be extended beyond ten of the clock on Saturday
night, or the casking Beyond ten of the clock on Sunday.morning; nor to

Provision for selling PETSONS employed in the sale of bread, fresh fish, milk, or horse meat;
bread, &c. on Sune provided the same does not take place during the hours appointed and set
days,andthe opening apart for divine service ; nor to the dressing and selling of meats and other
butcher's meat. food in inns or taverns. Provided always, that nothing in this Act con-

tained, shall operate to prevent the market-houses in the several towns of
this island, and all butchers’ stalls throughout the island, from being kept
open until nine o’clock of the morning of any Sunday or Christmas-day, for
the sale of butcher’s meat. Andprovided also, that no person shall be
proceeded against for any offence under this Act, unless complaint thereof

Clause 7. be made within one calendar month after the commission of such offence.
Actnottabein force Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
sure be known. that this Act, or anything herein contained, shall not be in force until His

Majesty’s pleasure on the same shall be known. .

Read three times, and passed the Council, this seventeenth day of Octo-
ber one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. ;

(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of the Council.

Read three times, and passed the General Assembly, nemine contradicente,
this third day of October, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six.

(Signed) JOHN MAYERS, Clerk of the General Assembly.
(Signed) HENRY WARDE. .

Assented to by his Excellency the Governor, on the twenty-third day of
October, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. I

(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Secretary.
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No. 3, Bill (accompanied by four Vouchers.)

Barbadoes.—(No. 487.) An Act to remove pecuniary Impediments to the
ManumissionofSlaves, and to extend the Benefit
of Testimony to free Persons manumitted not ac-
cording to the Laws of this Island, and to repeal
certain Acts and parts of Acts relating thereto.

WHEREAS it is deemed expedient to remove the necessity of depositing
any sum of money on the manumission of a Slave in this island, and also to
extend the benefit of testimony to such free persons as have been manu-
mitted since the fifth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and
seventeen, by deeds not executed in this island.
Beit therefore enacted by his Excellency Sir Henry Warde, Knight, Com-mander of the most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, HisMajesty’sCaptain General and Governor in Chiefof this Island, Chancellor, Ordinary

and Vice Admiral of the same, the Honourable the Members of HisMajesty’s
Council, and the General Assembly of this island, and by the authority of
the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, all deeds of manu- oo
mission, executed within this island, shall be proved and recorded in theMannmission if teasecretary's office of this island within. ten days after the date of the execu- days after execation,tion of the same, which shall be effectual to manumit and set free any Slave grrr simont poseto whom such deed of manumission is given without the payment of any ment of any snm ofsum of money into the hands of the churchwarden of any parish in this ™™"°-island, anything in any other Act of this. island to the contrary notwith-

standing.
And‘be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and Clause ¢.after the passing of this Act, the sixth clause of an Act ‘of this island, en- No. 180 of Hallstitled “ An Act for amending an Act of this Island, entitled an Act for ca inten ne Ofthe Governing of Negroes, and for providing a proper Maintenance and Staves,andNo. 2 ofsupport for such Negroes, Indians, and. Mulattoes as hereafter shall be same subject | remanumitted or set free, and also for preventing certain Inconveniences Pealed-from them arising to the inhabitants of this Island,” passed the twenty-seventh day of February, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine :And also an Act of this island, entitled “ An Act to amend an Act of thisIsland, entitled an Act for amending an Act of this Island, entitled an Actfor the Governing of Negroes, and for providing a proper Maintenance andsupportforsuch N.egroes, Indians, and Mulattoes as hereafter shall bemanumittedor set free, as also for preventing certain Inconveniences‘fromthem arising to the inhabitants of this Island,” passed the twenty-second.day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three: And also ad clause of the Actthe second clause of another Act of this island, entitled “ An Act allowing of 1817,. restrictingthe Testimony of Free Negroes and Free People of Colour to be taken in psoas tepaaleds_all cases,” passed the fifth day of February, one thousand eight hundredand seventeen, shall be and the same are hereby repealed and made nulland void.

Clause ¢.

Read three times and passed the Council unanimously, the seventeenthayof October, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six,. (Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of the Council.
Read and passed the General Assembly, this seventeenth day of October,one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six,

(Signed) JOHN MAYERS, Clerk of the General Assembly. —
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No. 1. (Voucher).

Barbadoes.—An Act for amending an Act of this Island, entitled an Act for
the Governing of Negroes, and for providing a proper
Maintenance and Support for such Negroes, Indians, or
Mulattoes as shall be hereafter manumitted or set free
and also for preventing certain Inconveniences from them
arising to the Inhabitants of this Island.

WHEREAS the sentence of death passed by the justices and free.
holders in pursuance of an Act of this island bearing date the eighth day of
August, one thousand six hundred and eighty-eight, entitled “ An Act for
the Governing of Negroes,” against any Negro or other Slave tried before
them is immediately put into execution, without any stay or respite,
whereby the owner or possessor of such Negro or other Slave is prevented
from bringing a writ of error to reverse the judgment or sentence, which in
some instances hath been thought erroneous, and many times by the
malice or ill-will of the prosecutor, as well as by the obstinacy of the
owner or possessor of the Slave complained against, the pains of death
hath, in pursuance of the letter or construction of the said Act been in-
flicted on such Slave, when more proper and effectual methods might haye
been used if the justices and freeholders had been empowered so to do,
and thereby thelarge sums of money that have been paid out of the
treasury for such executed Slave might and ought to have been saved, ag
well as the life of such Slave preserved. And whereas many persons in
this island having manumitted and sct free several Negroes and other
Slaves without making proper provision for their maintenance and support,
they continuing their baseness, have, instead of supporting themselves by
honest labour and industry, through idleness and other vices, beengreatly
injurious to the inhabitants, in enticing and corrupting other Slaves to
steal, and rob their owners, presuming that as they cannot be tried as
Slaves, the evidence or testimony of a Slave, cannot legally be received
against them, and thereby have hitherto escaped with impunity. To pre-
vent and remedy the mischiefs and inconveniences before mentioned from
happening hereafter; be it enacted by his Excellency the Honourable
Robert Byng, Esq. Captain-general and Governor-in-chief of this and all
other His Majesty’s Caribbee Islands to windward of Guadaloupe, &c.
The Honoyrable the members of His Majesty’s Council, and the General
Assembly of this island, and by the authority of the same; that for the future,

Justices and free-if the justices and freeholders, or the major part of them, on the trial of
forieaie, net any Negro or other Slave or Slaves for life, for any the crimes men-
offences are not tioned in the Act or statute aforesaid, shall find that the matters charged
minalsoffoffteden, are not of a heinous nature, ‘nor the criminal or criminals not to be an old
acomronize the offender or offenders, and shall think him, her, or them, an object deserving
same to the governor less severity, the said justices and freeholders, or the major part of them
on Sounei who are shall and they are hereby directed and empowered to use their best endea-
what they think just. Vours to compromise the offence between the prosecutor and owner or

possessor of such Negro or Slave or Slaves, and prescribe such proper and
effectual methods between both parties as to the said justices and free-
holders or the major part of them, shall appear to be most requisite and
equitable for saving the life of such Slave or Slaves, and forsatisfying and
repairing the foss or injury done to the prosecutor, who shall, and is hereby
entitled to demand from the said justices an execution which they are hereby
directed and empowered to issue to be proceeded on as in case of servants’
wages against the owner or possessor of any Slave or Slaves,forthe sum
agreed to be paid in satisfaction for such offence, and not complied with
to such prosecutor. Yet if the means so prescribed, shall not be agreed to
by both or either of the parties concerned, but they, either, or any ofthem,
shall insist to have the said Slave or Slaves condemned, and executed,
according to the strict words and appointments of the said Act, then and
In such case, the said justices shall commit such Slave or Slaves to the
common gaol of this island, and shall certify the whole evidence and all
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their proceedings with their opinion concerning the said Slave or Slaves to
the governor or commander in chief of this island for the time being, and
council, who shall and are hereby empowered and humbly desired to hear
and determine the same, and do therein what they think just and equitable
in either confirming, disapproving or altering the appointments made b
the said justices and freeholders to prevent the execution of the said Slave
or Slaves, or to direct the said justices and freeholders strictly to put the
said law in force against the offender or offenders, who shall at the owner’s
or possessor’s charge and expense continue in the common gaol of this
island till such determination shall be had and made.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if on the trial Sentence of | deatls

of any Negro, or other Slave or Slaves, before the said justices and free- fave Fand appeat: A Slave and appeal

holders, and after judgment of death shall be given thereon, the owner or ™ved fr; execution
. . to be stayed for tes

ossessor of such Negro or other Slave or Slaves, or any person in his,daystoobtainwritof
er, or their behalf shall desire to appeal from such judgment, the execu- °°"

tion of such Slave or Slaves shall and is hereby directed to be stayed for
the space of ten days, that such owner or possessor may have time to
apply to the governor or commander in chief of this island for the time
being, for a writ of error for transmitting the papers and proceedings of
such trial to the court of errors, there to be heard and determined, and
in the mean time the criminal or criminals shall by the said justices be
committed to the common gaol of this island, there to continue at the
owner's or possessor’s charge and expense, closely confined till the said ten
days shall be expired, or till such writ of error shall be heard and deter-
mined, and the said court of errors shall, and is hereby fully authorized Courtofesror togive

: . . ° judgment as they
and empowered to give such judgment as may be proper according as the may think at.
circumstances of the case shall appear, without being ‘strictly confined,
only to affirm or reverse the judgment or sentence of the said justices
and freeholders, and such judgment so to be given by the said court of
errors shall, and is hereby declared to be binding and conclusive, and be
strictly observed by all parties concerned.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the governor Costs to be awarded
or commander in chicf of this island for the time being, and council shall 0s persomanking
be, and they are hereby empowered and humbly desired if they think fit,
to award cost against any person who shall appear to be obstinate or
vexatious in not complying with what the justices and freeholders direct or
appoint, or for bringing a writ of error for their judgment without having
good cause for so doing. .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person

whatsoever who shall hereafter apprehend or take up any Negro or other:
Slave or Slaves that hath or have been runaway from his, her, or their
owner or possessor, for above the space of six or twelve months, shall be
entitled to demand and receive the respective sums mentioned and ap- The sums grven ay
pointed in the said Act entitled “An Act for the governing of Negroes,” pretending ranaway
unless it shall. appear that a guard was on purpose raised for seizing and Sives Papen paid
apprehending such Slave or Slaves, and that it was with very great diffi -raisedforthepurpose.
culty he, she, or they, was or were apprehended; but the sum to be paid
for taking up such Slave or Slaves, if the owner or possessor and the con-
stable or other person disagree about the same, shall be settled and deter-
mined by the nearest justice of the peace to the habitation of the owner or
possessor not exceeding the sum of ten shillings for six months, and twenty
shillings for twelve months, and such justice shall and is hereby em-
powered to cause the sum he shall think reasonable to be paid, not
exceeding the sums aforesaid, to be raised as in the case of servants’
Wages. .

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that hereafter the testimony of slaves
evidence or testimony of any Slave, where the same is supported with very wie nse toborating
good and sufficient corroborating circumstances, against any free Negro, received against free
Indian, or Mulatto, whether baptized or not, shall be received, allowed, Pe™™-
and taken before any justice of the peace, or in any court of record or
other judicature in this island, and shall be deemed and adjudged as the
same is hereby declared to be as good, valid, and effectual in the law, to
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all intents and purposes whatsoever, as if the Slave giving evidence ortestimony was free, baptized, and not under servitude or bondage to anyperson whatsoever. . .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whoever shallhereafter by deed, or will, or by any other ways or means whatsoevermanumit, set free, or discharge from Slavery any Negro or other Slave or

Slaves, such person or persons ‘shall for the better support of such Negroor Slave, and to prevent their becoming burthensome to the parish in whichhe, she, or they, shall live or reside, deposit, or direct to be paid into thehands of the churchwarden for the time being of the said parish, for eachNegro or other Slave so manumitted, set free, or discharged from Slavery,ythe sum of fifty pounds currentmoney, to be by the said churchwardenaand the vestry of the said parish for the time being improved to the bestadvantage; and the said vestry shall direct and appoint the sum of4 four pounds. current money for the maintenance and support of such pergon.poundsperannum. SO Manumitted and set free, to be annually paid to him or her; and in case

Mode of recoverin
the fifty pounds, af

such person or persons shall neglect or refuse to deposit, or direct’ suchsum to be paid for the purpose aforesaid, the same shall by the church.
warden for the time being, immediately after such manumission or freedom

gbe recovered by action in the court of common pleas for the proper pre-also the four pounds C!NCt, or by a suit in equity against the person or persons, or his,her, or
per annum. eir representative giving such freedom; and be levied on his,her, ortheir proper estate, which is hereby made chargeable with the paymentthereof... And if the said vestry shall, after the payment or recovery of thesum before mentioned, refuse to appoint such annual sum to the said free

person, or the same shall not be annually paid to him or her, he or sheshall, and is hereby enabled and empowered to recover the said annuity
as in case of servants’ wages before an justice of the peace, who isherebydirected and required to hear and determine the same, and to proceedthereon against the churchwarden of the said parish for the time being, inmanner aforesaid. .
Read three times and passed the Council unanimously, and was assentedto by his Excellency, this 27th day of February, 1739. |

(Signed) WILLIAM DUKE, Deputy Clerk of Council,
tead and passed the General Assembly this 12th day of February, 1739,nemine contradicente.

(Signed) EDWARD GROVE, Deputy Clerkof. the General Assembly.
(Signed) ROBERT BYNG.
 

No. 2. (Voucher.)

Barbadoes.—An Act to amend an Act of this Island, entitled “ An Act
for amending an Act of this Island, entitled an Act for.
the governing of Negroes, and for providing a proper
Maintenance and Support for such Negroes, Indians, or
Mulattoes, as hereafter shall be manumitted or setfree ;
as also for preventing certain Inconveniences from them
arising to the Inhabitants of this Island.”

WHEREAS by an Act of this island, bearing date the twenty-seventh
day of February, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine, entitled
‘* An Act for amending An Act of this Island, entitled an Act for the
the Governing of Negroes, and for providing a proper Maintenance and
Support for such Negroes, Indians, or Mulattoes, as hereafter shall be
manumitted or set free; as also for preventing certain Inconveniénces from
them arising to the Inhabitants of this Island,” it is enacted that whoevershall hereafter, by deed or will, or by any other ways or means whatsoever,
manumit, set free, or discharge from slavery, any Negro or other Slave orSlaves, suchPerson or persons shall for the better support of such Negroor Slave, and to prevent their becoming burthensome to the parish in
which he, she, or they shall liye or reside, deposit or direct to be paid into the
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hands of the churchwarden for the time being of the said parish, for each

Negro or other Slave so manumitted, set free, or discharged from slavery,

the sum of fifty pounds current money to be by the said churchwarden and

the vestry of thesaid parish for the time being, improved to the best advan.

tage ; and the said vestry shall direct and appoint the sum of four pounds

current money for the maintenance and support of such person so manu-

mitted and set free, to be annually paid to him or her; which wholesome

rovision of the said Act, and wise intention of the Legislature are now

totally evaded by the artitice and contrivance of persons about to manumit Recites the evading

orset free their Slaves, by making a conveyance of such Slave or Slaves Secenethe manu.

‘ntended to be manumitted, to some insolvent person, who immediately mistionofSlaves.

executes a deed of manumission by which means the parish is defrauded

of the said sum of fifty pounds, and the person so set free, deprived.of the

said annuity and reduced to necessity of seeking a dishonest means of live-

lihood: be it therefore enacted by his Excellency David Parry, Esquire,

Captain Gencral, Governor. and Commander in Chief of this island, Chan-

cellor, Ordinary, and Vice Admiral of the same, the Honourable the Mem-

bers of His Majesty’s Council and the General Assembly of this island, and

by the authority of the same, that for the future any person who shall be

minded to manumit or set free any Negro or Slave, shall actually deposit the crate ion of

or pay into the hands of the churchwarden for the time being of the parish Slave, without the

in which such person lives or resides, the sum of fifty pounds current money, paymentof £50 de-

and take a receipt or certificate of the said churchwarden for the same, and

without such payment, and such receipt, or certificate, the deed of manu-

mission or instrument of writing, shall be as to the purpose of manumitting

such Slave void and of no effect, and the said Negro or Slave so intended

to be manumitted, shall remain and continue, and to all intents and pur-

poses shall be as such a Slave as if no such deed of manumission, or in-

strument of writing had been made.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person Clame ¢.

shall hereafter by will or other writing direct any Negro or Slave to be ma-Cherchwarden to
°

. ‘oceed to fe

numitted after the death of such person, or at any other future time, and Mie manumission of

the heir-at-law, executor, or other person so directed to manumit such aaatywill tobe

Slave shall, in order to save the said sum of fifty pounds, and to retain the

said Slave in slavery, neglect to pay the sum of fifty pounds, current

money, into the hands of the churchwarden of the parish, and to manumit

the said Slave within three months after the time appointed for the manu-

mission of said Slave, the said churchwarden may, and he is hereby autho-

rized and required to sue in his own name, in the court of the proper pre-

cinct, or proceed by suit in equity, for the said sum of fifty pounds, and as

soon as he shall recover and receive the same, he shall execute a deed of

manumission in his own name, which shall be effectual to manumit and set

free the said Negroor Slave, anything in this Act before seeming to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Read three times, and passed the Council with the amendments, this

twenty-first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.
(Signed) FRAS. WORKMAN, Deputy Clerk of the Council.

Read three times, and passed the General Assembly, nemine contradicente,

the twenty-sixth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-

two. (Signed) SAM. MOORE, Clerk of the General Assembly.

Assented to by his Excellency, the twenty-second day of January one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.

(Signed) FRA. WORKMAN, Deputy Secretary.

Read three times, and passed the General Assembly with the amend-
ments, nemine contradicente, this twenty-first day of January one thousand
seven hundred and eighty-three.

(Signed) SAM. MOORE, Clerk of the General Assembly.
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No. 3. (Voucher.)

Barbadoes.—An Act allowing the Testimony of Free Negroes and Pree
People of Colour to be taken in all Cases.

WHEREAS free Negroes and free people of colour are by the laws ofthis island debarred from giving evidence in certain cases, and.whereasfrom their steady and meritorious conduct on frequent occasions, but more
particularly during the late calamitous insurrection of the Slaves, the
evinced the greatest attachment and fidelity to the white ‘inhabitants ofthe island, so as to entitle them to the favourable consideration of the
legislature, in removing the disabilities under which they thus labour.Clause 1. Be it therefore enacted by the Honourable John Spooner, Esq., President
ofHis Majesty’s Council and Commander-in-chief of this island, Chancellor,Ordinary, ard Vice Admiral of the same; the Honourable the Members
of His Majesty’s Council, and the General Assembly of this island, and

Personsoffree condi. by theauthority of the same, that from and immediately after thepublicasprofesnnethe'chnes tion of this Act, all and every person and persons of free condition, andtion religion declared who have been baptized and instructed in the principles of the Christian0 tne Net ieail’ Religion shall and lawfully may be admitted and received to give evidenceon any trial or suit of any nature or kind whatsoever, or on the hearingany complaint instituted or exhibited in any of the courts of law or equityBut those hereafterjn this island, or before any magistrate or coroner: Provided that no Negroiritnceiortwave or Mulatto who shall be made free shall be adinitted to give evidence bymonths. virtue of this law unless he or she has been manumitted or made free fortne space af twelve months previous to the commission of the offence orexistence ofthe fact respecting which he or she shall be produced to give‘his or her evidence.
Clause 8. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no SlaveThose hereafter ma-resident in this island who shall hereafter be manumitted shall be admitteddhepliriiegesof tre AS @ Competent witness under this Act unless he or she shall be manumittedAct, unless freedaccording to the Acts of this island now in full force, .according to the laws

.of theisland, Read three times and passed the Council unanimously this 4th of
February, 1817.

 

(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Clerk of the Council,
Read three times and passed the General Assembly this 7th of January,1817.

(Signed) R. PHILLIPS, Clerk of the General Assembly.
(Signed) JQHN SPOONER.

Assented to by his Honour the President on the 5th of February, 1817.
(Signed) WM. HUSBANDS, Deputy Secretary.

No. 4. (Voucher.)

Sir, Barbadoes, October 30th, 1826,
IN compliance with your Excellency’s desire, I beg leave to lay before

your Excellency, the substance of the communication I made to you ou
Wednesday last, when I hadthe honour to wait on your Excellency
respecting the Manumission Act, which had recently passed in the
Legislative Council and House of Assembly; the Act was drawn and
brought into the Council by myself, as the most effectual to facilitate the
voluntary manumission of Slaves in the colony. By the Act all fines (as
the deposit money has been termed) on the manumission of Slaves in the
colony are entirely removed. Slaves could be set free in the colony at a
very trifling expense for the proof and record. of the deed of manumission,
much less than is now paid for a deed of manumission in England under
‘@ corporate seal. Having considered this point as necessary to meet the
suggestions of Earl Bathurst as to voluntary manumissions, it would at the
same time appear unjust towards the resident proprietors of Slaves in the
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colony to have subjected them to any of those provisions, which the noble
Earl had pointed out, of securities to be given for persons to be manumitted
under and above certain ages, as well as helpless Slaves who might
hecome-a nuisance to the public. English manumissions would still be

resorted to. 1 endeavoured to point out to your Excellency that all the
former Acts of the colony providing a maintenance by a deposit on manu-
mission of Slaves had been greatly evaded by the manumission of Slaves
under a corporate seal in England, and the validity of such manumissions
had been. recognized here. If therefore the intention of the legislature
in causing a deposit to be made on the freedom of a Slave, had been to
revent inconvenience and burthen to the public, such intention was

evidently defeated by the introduction of a numerous class of persons
manumitted in England ; and had the principle of granting relief to free
coloured persons from the funds of the parishes been once admitted by the
yestries, a serious burthen might have been entailed upon the public by
the evasion of the Colonial Law. I do not perceive that any inconvenience
is likely to arise by the removal of impediments to voluntary manumissions
in the colony. Could any inhuman and unfeeling disposition of proprietors,
to rid themselves of Slaves who had become useless through age or
infirmity, be called into action, and be encouraged by affording facility to
manumission, such facility was amply given by the recognized validity of
British manumissions. Under such considerations I deem it a measure of
justice to resident proprietors, to be allowed to exercise the same uncon-
strained power of enfranchising Slaves in the colony which is permitted to
persons who reside in Great Britain. . .
By the Act to which I am referring your Excellency, it is also intended

to confer, under similar qualifications, the privilege of giving testimony
before any justice or court, to all persons of free condition wheresoever
they may have been manumitted.
Had I been aware of the objection which exists to your Excellency’s

sanction being given to the Act, I should certainly have introduced a clause
to have suspended the operation of the Act until his Majesty’s pleasure
could be known.

{ trust my explanation may appear clear to your Excellency,
T have, &c.

(Signed) PHILIP L. HINDS.
His Excellency the Governor, Government House.

 

Speech of Dr. Maycock, at the forming of the Branch Association.

My Lorn, Barbadoes, August 2, 1825.

IT is with considerable diffidence I rise to address this meeting, but my
feelings will not allow me to give silent support to the measure proposed
by your Lordship. It is now more than two years since a meeting of the
clergy and planters took place in this room. The clergy, zealous in the
performance of their duty, and conspicuous as an example of piety and
virtue, proposed to devote a portion of their time to the instruction of the
Slave population in the most essential points of the Christian religion, and
the planters (so many at least as signed the resolutions of that day) pledged
themselves to affurd time and give every encouragement in their power to
the Slaves to receive such instruction. No funds were raised at that time;
but it cannot be doubted but much good has been done by the exertions of
the clergy, although the want of subordinate teachers has been and con-
tinues to be an obstacle to the general and efficient instruction of Slaves.
The wise and unobjectionable measure which your Lordship has proposed
will, I am confident, remove this obstacle. You are doubtless aware, my
Lord, of the distresses and difficulties to which this colony has for a lon
time been subject, but of their extent you have no idea. I am sure that
speak within compass when I state that two thirds of the real property of
the island is under mortgage ; just now indeed there is the appearance of
a dawn of better times, if it be not transitory and fallacious; but we have
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seen a long and dreary night, in which the fortunes of all have material]
suffered ; of some have been irrecoverably wrecked, even at this time, when
our hopes begin to revive, we are forced to reflect that we are still weighed
down and overburthened by the continuance of heavy war taxes on our
staple commodities, an example of the partial operation of those measures
of alleviation which since the peace have been extended to all but ours,
We are indeed extremely poor, and if the proposition which yourLordship
has made, were one requiring an extensive pecuniary sacrifice, with the most
favourable dispositions, we could not afford it efficient support, but the
sacrifice is so small, the benefit to be afforded to a numerous clasg of our
fellow creatures so great, and the duty on ourselves to afford that benefit
so evident and imperious, that I am sure the measure proposed by your
Lordship will be unanimously adopted; that we shall gladly embrace the
opportunity of becoming united to the society at home for the conversion
of Negroes, and in support of the objects of that society cheerfully give q
portion even of that little we have left. There isa circumstance intimately
connected with the object of this meeting, to which your Lordship has not
alluded, doubtless from delicacy to the planters, but which I, as an in.
terested planter, may approach with freedom,I allude to the continuance of
the disgraceful and disgusting nuisance of the Sunday market; one which
obtrudes itself to the annoyance ofevery well-thinking person, isa standing
contradiction to every declaration we may make of zeal for the interestsof
religion, and takes from us the very character of a christian community,
It does appear to me impossible to implant religious feelings in the minds
of the Slaves until this nuisance be removed, and they be taught ta respect
the Sabbath, This evil has been allowed to continue, not from an insen-
sibility to its nature and extent, but from an apparent difficulty in removing
it. In this island, one third of the working days of the year is appropriated
to the raising articles of food for the Slaves, and they are supplied with a
saperabundance and variety of provisions, being in no respect dependant
on their own exertions for subsistence. On this account it may appear to
some that an opportunity of attending market is not necessary for them;
but it should be kept in mind that from the produce of his garden, of hig
stock, nay from the superabundance ofhis allowance, the Slave has man
articles which he can advantageously exchange for others, which add to his
comfort, his importance amongst his fellow Slaves, and contribute to the
general improvement of his condition. Ifyou take from him the opportunity
of doing so, you take away the operative inducement to industry, care, and
economy, and you create an obstacle to his advancement in civilization; if
therefore it be not absolutely necessary that the Slave should have an oppor-
tunity to attend amarket, it is certainly proper and desirable that he should
enjoy such an indulgence. The planters however holding property subject to
heavy demands from their creditors, can never consistently propose a legal
subtraction of any portion of time from the labouring days of the week, nor
could the Legislature enforce it by an Act, without evident injustice to the
incumbered proprietors of landed property, and their creditors. The diffi-
culty then of the abolishing the Sunday market, has arisen from the pro riety
of allowing the Slave an opportunity to dispose of the produce of his industry
and economy; and the impropriety of making any legal subtraction from
the time employed in the cultivation of the soil. When howeverIreflect
on the gradual amelioration which has taken place in the moral and physi-
cal condition of the Slave population; when I reflect on what it was when I
left this country,—a boy; on what I found it when I returned,—a man, and on
what it is at this present moment: whenIreflect that so far from being the
effect of legislative enactments, it may be said to have proceeded in oppo-
sition to law; that it commenced partially, and has become general,(I wish
that with truth I could say universal) from the force of example, and the
influence of opinion; I am convinced that the comfort and accommodation
of the Slaves of time to ettend a market, may be safely trusted to the benevo-
lent feelings and interested policy of proprietors: interested policy I say,
because every thinking planter is aware, that an abridgement of the com-
forts of his Slave will ultimately recoil, as an evil on himself: matters indi-
vidually not very important, but collectively more essential to the well-
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peing of the Slaves, than an opportunity under their circumstamces ofattend-

ing amarket, are necessarily dependant onsuch feelings. Legislative enact-

ments may and indeed should grant particular privileges to the Slave, and

correct evident abuse of the power of the master. But it is the conviction
onthe part ofproprietors, that it is no less their interest than it is their duty to

render their Slaves comfortable and happy ; which can alone ensure to the

Slave comfort and happiness. It is this conviction which has brought the con-

dition of the Slave to-be such as itis. It is this conviction which will con-

tinue by evety reasonable and practicable means to improve their condition..

It is this conviction which, so soon as the Sunday market shall have been

abolished by law, will induce all the influential planters to make such
voluntary arrangements, as shall afford the Slaves under their direction, the
necessary comfort and indulgence of attending a market. I have been
anxious to separate the abolition of the Sunday market fromalegislative
grant of time to the Slave to attend the market on the days of the week.
I have been anxious to separate that which is absolutely necessary, from that
whichappears to me under all circumstances to be not so necessary; be-
cause Lam very fearful that if the two points be coupled together, the
Sunday market will long remain an opprobrium to the country.

Copyof the. Thirteenth Article of his Majesty’s Instructions to Lieutenant General
Sir Henry Warde, K. C. B.

~ TwirteeNtH.—And you shall not re-enact. any law to which the assent
of Us or ourroyal predecessors has once been refused, without express
leave for that purpose, first obtained from us upon a full representation by
you to bemade tous through one of our principal Secretaries of State;
and to the Committee of our Privy Council for Trade and Plantations, for
their information, ofthe reasons and necessity for passing such law. Nor
give your assent to any law repealing any other law passed in your
government, whether the same has or has not received our royal approba-
tion unless you take care that there be a clause inserted therein suspending
and deferring the execution thereof until our pleasure shall be known
concerning’ the same. .

aeceeneeenremaenanemenensnneneenens seep
Printed by R. G. Cragxe, Cannon Row, Westininsters

367



368


