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SCHEDULE

Of Correspondence between Earl Bathurst and the Officers Administering
the Governments in His Majesty’s Possessions in the West Indies,
and on the Continent of South America.

JAMAICA.

No.  Date. 18825, SUBJECT, Page.
1. July 30, Earl Bathurst to Duke of Manchester, regretting the delays of the
Assembly to carry into effect the measures recommended for melio-
rating the condition of the Slave population, and suggesting the ne-

cessity of again bringing tbe subject before them —_— — 1
2, Oct. 18, Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of
Dispatch No. 1, and stating his intention to bring the subject before

the Legislature = — -— —_— — 2

8., Nov. 28, Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, transmitting copies of his Speech
at the opening of the Session, and the Addresses of the Council and
’ Assembly in answer thereto (Three Inclosures) — - ibid,
4, Deg 22, Dukeof Manchester to Earl Bathurst, notifying that the Session had ter-
: minated without any effectual measures haviog been adopted for the
improvement of the condition of the Slaves, and transmitting copy of
a Bill ¢“ To enable Slaves to give Evidence in certain Cases and under
certain Restrictions” ; also copies of two Acts, one ‘“ To enable
Slaves to receive bequests of Money or other personal Estate ;** the
other ¢ For giving full effect to the new Episcopal Establishment ;**
and copy of his Grace’s Speech to the Council and Assembly at the
close of the Session (Three Inclosures) == -— - 5

BAHAMAS.

1. July 31, Earl Batburst to Officer Administering the Government, expressing dis-
appointment that the Assembly should have terminated without
muaking any alteration in the Consolidated Slave Act, and de-
siring that the sabject should be again brought before the Legislature 13

2. Nov.12. President Mannings to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt ot

) Dispatch No1l - -— -_— —_— - 14

BARBADOES.

§. Aug. 25, Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, Extract of
Dispatch, expressing surprise and mortification that nothing had
been produced but the Act transmitted in Sir H. Warde's Dispatch
of 28th March last, and a hope that the Legislature would be in-

 duced to reconsider the subject more favourably — — 15
2, Dec. 12, Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, pointing out
certain Clauses in the late Act which appear objectionable . — 16

3. June 8, President Skeete to Earl Bathurst, inclosing copy of his Speech to
' the Legislature (One Inclosure) -— — —

4. July 8, President Skeete to Earl Bathurst, inclosing copy of Address of the
House of 'Assembly in reply to the Speech  (One Inclosure) - 21

20
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Date. 1825, SUBJECT.

Aug. 8,
Nov. 9,

Nor. 25,

Aug. 20,

Oct, 11,

Naov. 10,_

Nov., 26.

March 5.

Oct, 20,

Oct. 20,
Nov. 23,

Aﬂ‘o 20)

Oct. 14,

Nov. 14,

President Skeete to Earl Bathurst, inclosing copy of Address ot the
Council, in reply to the Speech (One Inclosure) — —
President Skeete to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of
Dispatch No. 1, stating tbat he had inserted the whole in his
Speech to the Legislature on calling together a new House of
Assembly, and inclosing a copy thereot *(One Iunclosure) -_—

President Skeete to Earl Bathurst, inclosing copies of Addresses of the

Council and Assembly (Two Inclosures) — — —

DOMINICA.

Earl Bathurst to Major-General Nicolay, Extract of Dispatch, expres-
sive of disappointment at the repeated obstructions that have occurred
to the completion of an Act for the amelioration of the condition of
the Slaves -— —_ -— — -—

Major-General Nicolay to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of
Dispatch No 1, and transmitting draft of a Bill * For the Encou-
ragement, Protection, and beiter government of Slaves, and for the
general melioration of their condition”, and also ststing that a Bill
was in progress for facilitating the manumission of Slaves (One In-
closure) -_— -— -— — —_—

Major-General Nicolay to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Act ¢ To repeal
the Tax on the Manumission of Slaves,” and stating that the Bill
for meliorating the condition of the Slave population was far ad-
vanced (One Inclosure) —_ — -— —

Masjor-General Nicolay to Earl Bathurét, netifying that the Biil for meli-
orating the condition of the Slaves had gone through-a Committee of

the House of Assembly and bad undergone in its progress several

alterations which he understood were-all favourable to -the Slave

GRENADA.

President Paterson to Earl Bathurst, stating that & Bill for the conso-
lidation of the Slave Laws, and for the amelioration of the
condition of the Slaves, had passed the House of Assembly -_—

Act to consolidate all the Laws relating to the Slave population,
transmitted to Earl Bathurst by Oficer Administering the Govern-
ment — - -— - - —_—

Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, conveying His
Majesty’s approbation of the Act for consolidating the Slave Laws,
but pointing out certain deficiencies in it — —-_ -—

Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, pointing out
certain enactments of the fate Act which require to be revised —

President Paterson to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging the receipt of Dis-
patches Nos. 3 and 4, and stating what he spprehends will be the
course taken by the Legislature thereupon -— —

ANTIGUA.

Earl Bathurst to Officer Administering the Government, Extract of
Dispatch, expressive of disappointment that the Committée appointed
by the Legislature to consider the measures suggested for meriornting
the condition of the Slaves had proceeded so slowly — -—

President Athill to Earl Bathurst, stating that Dispatch No. ] had been
received and laid before the Council and Assembly, and inclosin
tePliu thereto  (One Inclosure) | - — -

President Athill to Earl Bathurst, announcing that the Committee

of the Legisiature were incessant in their Jabours to carry into effect -

the wishes of Government -—
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ST. CHISTOPHER.

Date, 1885, SUBJECT.

Arpil 3,  Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathurst, statinig that the suggested Measures
for the amelioration of the condition of the Slave population had
been referred to a Committee formed from both branches of the

7 Legislature, and regretting that no progress bad been made towards
carrying them into effect o —_— —_ —

Aug.?22, Earl Bathurst to Governor Maxwell, Extract of Dispatch, expressing
regret that in consequence of the delays which hadioccurred he
should bave to instruct him again to bring under the consideration of
the Legislature the necessity of amending the Slave Law —

ST. YINCENT.

JunelDd, Sir C. Brisbane to R, W. Horton, Esq. transmitting documents illus-
trative of the desire of the Colony to co-operate with Government in
all measures calculated to improve the Colonial system (Three In-
closures) | — - _— — —

Aug. 20, Earl Bathurst to Sir C. Brisbane, Extract of Dispatch, expressive of
disappointment that another year should have passed without any mea-
sures having been taken by the Legislature towards the revision of the
Slave Laws, and recommending the subject to be again brought under
their consideration -— -_— — —

Nov. 5, Sir C. Brisbane to Earl Bathurst, notifying that he had convened o

: meeting of the Legislature te acquaint them with the substance of his
Lordship’s Dispatch of 20th Aug. and transmitting Copies of Corres-
pondence between the two Houses and himself thereupon (Three
Inclosures) =~ — -— — — -_—

Dec. 2y, Sir C. Brisbane to Earl Bathurst, transmitting Copy of a New and
Consolidated Slave Act as it passed the Legislature at its recent Ses-
sion (One Iuclosure) — i - —

TOBAGO.

Aug. 22, Eml Bathurst to the Governor of Tobago, Extract of Dispatch, ex-
pressive of surprise that the Legislature bad failed to realize the
bope entertained last year that measures would have been adopted to
amend and improve the Slave Laws, and desiring that the subject
might again be brought under their consideration ~ — —

Nov. 4, The Governor ot “Tobago to Karl Batburst, transmitting Address of the
Council in answer to Communication to them at the opening of the
Session on the subject ot the suggested amendments in the Slave
Court Act, and also copies of Messages pussed between the two

Houses (Three Inclosures) — . —

Neov. 8, The Governor of Tobagoto Earl Batburst, Extract of Dispatch, report-

ing the proceedings of the House ot Assembly — —_
DEMERARA.

May 15, 8ir B. D'Urban to Earl Bathurst, Extract of Dispatch, notifying his
return from a tour through the Eastern Division of the Colony, and
reporting thereon. - —_— - —

July 9, Earl Bathurst to Sir B. D' Urban, acknowledging receipt of Dispatch of
14th March, and desiring him to convene a meeting of the Court of
Policy to take the necessary measures to cFromulgme a Law, in con-
formity to the Draft of an Act transmitted therein, for improving the
condition of the Slaves ; also pointing out deviations in the Draft from

- the plan laid down by bis Lordship in Dispatch of 20th Nov. 1824

Sept. 2, SirB. D' Urban to Earl Bathurst, acknowledging receipt of Dispatch of
July last, and notifying that e B3y convened a meeting of the Cou
of Policy ia obedience thereto — -— -— —
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Date, 1885, SUBJECT. . be
.15, Sir B. D'Urban t6 Earl Bathurst, transmitting Minutes ot the Court
Sept. 1% with reference to the points recoénmended in his Lordship's Dispatch
1s26. of July last (Three Inclosures)

Feb, 25, Earl gatbqrst ta Sir B, D'Urban, statiog that Dispatch of 15th Sept,

with the Minutes of the Court of Policy, bad been received and laid
before the King, and conveying His Mujesty's approval of the modi-
ﬁg{l provision respecting marriage; also explaining the views of Go-
vernment with regard to the three subjects wheron Legislative provi-
sipn remains to be made  — -— —

BERBICE.

18285,

Jan. 29, Lieot.-Gov. Beard to Earl Bathurst, notifying that the Commissioners
of Legal Enquiry had arrived, that he had laid before them his Lord-
ship’s Dispatch of 23d July, and requested themn to prepare Draft of
an Ocder in Council analogous 10 the one in force in 'Frindad :

also
transmitting Copy of Correspondence relative thereto (Two ’Inclo-

Migute of the

sures) - —_ -
March 4, Lieut.-Gov, Beard to Earl Bathurst, transmitting
‘ Council of 8th Feb, (Oce Inclosure) — —
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PAPERS

RESPECTING THE

SLAVE POPULATION IN THE WEST INDIES,
&ec. &e.

JAMAICA.

No. 1.

My Lorbp, Downing-Strect, 30th July 1825.
TWO years have now elapsed since I had the honour of addressing your.

Grace, in consequence of the resolutions, in which the House of Commons - -

- unanimously concurred, for the melioration of the state of the Slave population.

I need not remind you that the instructions, which were then sent, were

founded, in almost every instance, on what had been recommended by the
principal planters resident in this country.

In directing your Grace to submit them for the consideration of the
Assembly, I had flattered myself that, although they might not have beén at
once adopted to their full extent, no indisposition would have been manifested
to take them into favourable consideration. In this, however, I was disap-
pointed, and the Session of the Assembly passed over under circumstances to
which I have no disposition to revert.

* Your Grace was instructed last year to renew your recommendation of these
measures : and there were some reasons to hope that your endeavours would
have led to a favourable issue. . A

It was therefore with equal surprise and regret that I learned, that the only
measure proposed in the Assembly, which could be considered as an improve-
ment of the state of the laws with respect to Slaves, (the admission of Slave
evidence,) was rejected by every person present except the gentleman who
proposed it. There were indeed two other measures which, on being proposed,
were adopted, to one of which your Grace appears to attach importance, but

which, although I trust it may lead to beneficial consequences, isone of a very

limited nature. - ] . |

If, however, I ‘could consider this as'an earnest of future progress, I
should receive it with satisfaction ; but if the matter is to rest here, orif
nothing furtber but measures of the like description is to be expected, I caninot
sufficiently express the disappointment which His Majesty’s Government
will experience, nor can I venture to answer for the results to which such a
return to these repeated representatioris may possibly lead in the next Session

arliament. ’ S ;

. gamaica~ has always been considered as the colony which was most likely
to take the lead in every measure which was calculated to improve the state of
society in the West India Colonies, and it is a great mortification to those who
Jooked with confidence to the support of that Legislature, that there is
not any one West India Colony which either has not done more than

Jamaica, or has not made the example of Jamaica their apology for doing’

little. . . L
* I'In :gain bringing this subject under the consideration of the Assembly,

your: Grace will not fail to remind them of the measurés of the last Session, n
which the interests of the West India Colonies have been so liberally

15
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consulted : their ports have been opened to Foreign ships—their trade opened
to Foreign countries—duties lowered for the encouragement of some, and for
the relief of other articles of produce, besides those which are considered the
staple production of the colonies—large fees which are now levied in the colo-
nial ports have been either modified or altogether abolished—and ‘to some of
the free ports the privilege has been granted of having goods freely warehoused,
from whence they may be re-exported free of duty direct to any countr‘;y, and
in the ships of any eountry ; thereby establishing extensive marts, standing as
it were inidway between the two worlds, from whence the wants of the new one
may be supplied, and where their produce in return may be advantageously
deposited. Thereis no WestIndia Colony which will be more essentially benc-
fitted than Jamaica by these arrangements. '

You will therefore strongly impress upon the Assembly, that they cannot

ive a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing them
anjustice not to believe they must sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt
the measnres which have been recommended for the protection of the persons,
for the security of the interests, and for the promotion of the well-being of
that part ot the population which the laws ofp the colony have placed under
their immediate controul.

These measures, if conceived and executed in a proper spirit, and at an early
period, cannot fail to produce the most beneficial results to the Proprietor,
as well as to the Slave, while on the contrary, under the present state of
circumstances and of opinions, a delay may be productive of the most

serious evils. I have, &ec. ,
His Grace the Duke of Manchester, (Sigued) BATHURST.
&ec. &e. &c.
No. 2.
My Lorp, King's House, Jamaica, 18tk October 1825.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s dispatch of 30th July,
and I shall take particular care in my speech to the two branches of the
Legislature to bring before them ali the points embraced in your Lordship’s
communication, and shall use my best endeavours to convince them of the
serious evils which may be produced by any further hesitation in adopting
substantial measures for the relief of the Slave population.

In regard to the Act of last Session to prevent levies on Slaves on Saturdays,
to which your Lordship observes that I seem to have attached scme import-
ance, 1 certainly still regard it as a measure of protection to the Slave, which
enables him-to carry his provisions to market on the Saturday, whereas before
the passing of this Act, the Slaves of indebted persons could not venture to go
to market on any other day than on Sunday. And I am of opinion that
nothing is more likely to contribute to the extinction of the Sunday market
than the liberty, which is by the late Act afforded to Slaves, of attend-
ing their markets on Saturday without fear of heing molested for the debts of
their owners. 1 have, &c. '

T%e Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G.  (Signed) MANCHESTER.
' &ec. &e. &e.

No. 3.

My Lorp, King’s House, Jamaica, 28th Nov. 1825.
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of my speech at
the opening of the Session, and the addresses of the Council, and Assembly in
answer theieto, , I have, &ec.

The z’zzg&/u Hon. tﬁe&EarlBatlngst, K.G. (Signed) . MANCHESTER,
e, c. c. , '



Gentlemen of the C’buncz’l,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I am happy to meet you at the usual season of the year, and to offer you
my sincere congratulations on the undisturbed tranquility which the colony
at present enjoys, _ '

The measures which have been adopted in the Imperial Parliament, by
which the interests of the West India Colonies have been so liberally con-
sulted, must convince you how anxious His Majesty’s Government is to
promote their prosperity : their ports have been opened to Foreign ships—
their trade opened to Foreign countries—duties lowered for the encourage-
ment of some, and for the relicf of other articles of produce, besides those
which are considered the staple of the colonies. Large fees, which have
hitherto been levied in the colonial ports, are either modified, or altogether
abolished. And, to some of the free ports, the privilege has been granted of
having geods warehoused, from whence they may be re-exported free of duty,
- direct to any country, and in the ships of any country, thereby establishing
extensive marts, standing as it were midway between the two Worlds, tfrom
whence the wants of the new may be supplied, and where their produce in
return may be advantageously dcposited. There is no colony which will be
. more essentially benefited by these arrangements than Jamaica.

" Two years have now elapsed since I was instructed to submit to you certain
spropositions for improving the condition of the Slave population. Proposi.
tions which in almost every instance, had been suggested to His Majesty’s
‘Government by the principal propietors resident in England. The indisposi-
tion which was then shewn to take them into favourable consideration I have
always been willing to aseribe to the alarm and uneasiness which at that time
pervaded all classes of this community.

At the commencement of the last session I renewed my representations to you
-on this subject,and although only two measures were adopted, thebeneticial con.
sequences of which are of a limited nature, still I was induced to regard them
as an earnest of future progress : I hope that in this expectation I shall not be
deceived. No period can be more propitious for a calm and dispassionate con-
sideration of what may be practicable for the further protection of the persons,
the security of the interests, and the promotion of the well-being of that part
of the populatien which the laws have placed under your immediate controul
than the present. The colony enjoying perfect repose, no discussions having
taken place in Parliament, either to excite irritation, or enxourage unreasonable
«xpectation. But you are left to yourselves, to act as your own judgment and
discretion may dictate. '

Jamaica has always been considered as most likely to tak e thelead in every
measure which may be calculated to improve the state of sacicty in the West
India Colonies, and it would be a great mortification to those who have
Jooked with confidence to the example of this island, should it be found that
you either refuse to go further, or limit your attention to regulations of com-
paratively minor importance. 1 cannot suffer myself, however, to anticipate
such a return to the repeated representations which have been made to you,
.on a subject to which His Majesty’s Government attaches so much conse-
«quence, and respecting which the sense of Parliament has been so expressly
declared. :

I have received an instruction under His Majesty’s Sign Manual, directing
me to recommend to you to provide by Legislative enactments for placing
fully and effectually in the hands of the Bishop of Jamaica, the Spiritual and
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction over the Clergy of his Diocese. - This 1nstruction,
together with certain suggestions, which I have received from the Bishop
himself, I shall make the subject of an early communication to you.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Ass :mbly,

I am again to apply to you for such sumpplies as the pnbliék service may
appear to require. ‘ '
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Gentlemen of the Council,
My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
You may confidently rely upon my cheerful concurrence in every measure
which can contribute to the advantage of a colony, with which I have been

so long connected, and in the welfare of which I shall always feel the most
lively interest.

To His Grace William Duke of Manchester, Captain-General and
Governor in Chief of this His Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and
other the Territories thereon depending in America, Chancellor
and Vice Admiral of the same.

THE HUMBLE ADDRESS OF THE COUNCIL.

May it please your Grace,

WE, His Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Council, beg leave
to return your Grace our thanks for the speech with which you have been
pleased to open this session.

We participate with your Grace in the gratification which must be felt in
wiltnessing the perfect tranquillity which at present so happily prevails in this
colony. .

Thi anxiety of His Majesty’s Government to promote the presperity of the
West India Colonies, by the measures so liberally adoptedp in the Imperial
Parliament, for extending and facilitating their commercial intercourse, de-
mands our warmest acknowledgments. We trust this island will experience
the beneficial consequences which those measures are intended to produce.

The Council have on all occasions expressed their earnest desire to improve
the condition of the Slave population: that desire remains unabated ; and
we beg leave to repeat to your Grace, that we shall most cheerfully concur
in every measure which may be practicable for the further protection of their
persons, the security of their interests, and the promotion of their well-being.

We shall bestow our best attention on the communication which your
Grace may make to us, resBecting such measures as may be necessary for
placing in the hands of the ishc:r of Jamaica the spiritual and ecclesiastical
Jurisdiction over the clergy of his disocese.

We never can be unmindful of the interest which your Grace has always
shewn in the welfare of this colony, and we must ever feel how much that
welfare depends on the continuance of your Grace’s mild and judicious

administration.

Passed the Council this 3d day of November 1825.
(Signed) ~W. MULUK, Clerk of the Council,

To His Grace William Duke of Manchester, Captain-General and
Governor-in-Chief of this His Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, and

the Territories thereon depending in Amcrica, Chancellor and
Vice Admiral of the same.

THE HUMBLE ADDRESS OF THE ASSEMBLY.

-May it please your Grace,

~ 'WE, His Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Assembly of Jamaica,
beg leave to return your Grace our most sincere thanks for your speech at the
opening of this scssion.

We are happy to be informed that the measures adopted in the Imperial
Parliament by His Majesty’s Ministers are likely to prove beneficial to our



5
interests. Restricted as we have been in our commerce, and oppressed by
heavy imposts upon our staple articles of produce, which have reduced us to
great distress, we hail with heartfelt satisfaction every prospect of improve-
ment, and therefore sincerely hope that the advantages anticipated in your
(Grace’s speech may be fully realized.

Your Grace may rely that we shall continue to give our most serious con-
sideration to the improvement of the condition of the Slave population. We
are disposed to do all that can be done with safety in that respect. Our local
knowledge qualifies us to be the best judges how far to go without hazard;
and we have to regret that the interference of certain proprietors residing in
England, (who are unacquainted with the subject which they have under-
taken to advise upon), has excited expectations in His Majesty’s Government,
which lead them to impute our conduct to want of inclination, rather than to
the dictates of prudence and discretion.

‘We shall take into consideration such propositions as your Grace may think
proper to communicate to us for the purpose of placing in the hands of the
Bishop of Jamaica, the spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the
clergy of his diocese.

Our attention shall be also directed to the supplies which the public service
may require.

Long experience has taught us to rely with perfect confidence on your
“Grace’s acquiescence in every measure which can contribute to the advantage
ot Jamaica, the prosperity of which has been the unceasing object of your
Grace’s administration.,

Passed the Assembly this 3d day of November 1825.
(Signed)  DAVID FINDLAYSON, Speaker.,

No. 4. A
My Lorbp, King’s House, Jamaica, December 22, 1825.
T AM very sorry to inform your Lordship that the session of Assembly

‘has terminated in a very unsatisfactory manner, and without any measures

having been adopted for the effectual 1mprovement of the condition of the
Slaves.

A Bill was brought into the House for receiving the evidence of Slaves in

-certain cases and under certain restrictions, a copy of which I inclose for
your Lordship’s consideration. And although this Bill was confined. in its
-operation to the cases of murder, treason, and mayhem, and guarded by pro-
wisions which in the opinion of the most intelligent portion of the commu-
nity, and of those who possess the largest stake in the country, rendered it
perfectly harmless, the clamour out of doors was so great, and the resolutions
-entered into at parochial meetings so strongly expressed the public feeling,
that many Members whose sentiments were favourable to the measure yielded
1o the opinion of their constituents, and voted against the Bill, which was
finally lost on a division of twenty-four to thirtecen. The principle of the
Bill was however recognized, and it was on the question of committing it
that the Bill was ordered to be committed that day three months.

I shall bv the next mail transmit to your Lordship copics of the exami-
natious of the several persons who gave their testimony before the Committee
appointed to bring in the Slave Evidence Bill.

A Lill has been passed of very trifling imnportance, relating to bequests to
Slaves, and enabling executors to obtain a discharge on payment of legacies
bequeathed to Slaves.

A Bill has been also passed for giving full effect to the New Episcopal Es-
tablishment, and I have reason to think it is, in all its parts, satisfactory to
thie Bishop. Copies of the two last mentioned Acts accompany this dispatch,

A Deficiency Bill has beea passed, coutaining all the provisions of the late
Act except the clause preventing Slaves from keeping stock, which occasioned
the disallowance of that Act.

19
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I am afraid, after so many repeated trials, that there is no hope of rsuading
the present House of Assembly to do any thing effectual for the re ief of the
Slaves. 1 have exhausted all the means in my power fo lead them to a pro-

r way of thinking. I, in the first instance, assumed a responsibilit'y by
?eak'mg to them in my own name, and which, perbaps, I was not justified in

oing. I have since 2ddressed them in the name of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and employed the words of your Lordship's dispatch in my speechrs
1 remiunded them that the time had now arrived when the island enjoyed per-
fect repose, and nothing had occurred to mislead the minds of the Slaves, or
encourage amongst them unreasonable expectations, and of course, peculiarly
favourable for the consideration of what may be found practicable for their
benetit.

All the usual supplies have been granted.

I inclose for your Lordship’s information a copy of my speech to the

Council and Assembly at the conclusion of the Session. :
: I have, &c.
The Rigké Hon. tlze&Earl Bathurst, K. G.  (Signed) MANCHESTER.
c. c. &c.

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speakér and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

1 HAVE passed all the Bills which have been presented, to me; and I
am happy to acknowledge your ready attention to tY\e two important mea-

gures which I submitted to your consideration at the opening of this Session,
1 now grant you a recess. .

M. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

y Another year has been allowed to pass away without any' effectual mea-
sure having been adopted for the improvement of the condition of the Slaves,
It does not become me to anticipate what the result may be of the great dic-
appointment His Majesty’s Government will experience, when they learn
that the re-iterated representations which have been made to you to do what
your own interest calls for as much as a due regard for those who look up to
you for protection and relief, have totally failed. In obeying the instructions
which I received I earnestly pressed upon your consideration the necessity of
doing something, if not to disarm your enemies, still to satisfy your friends ;
and more than all to convince Parliament that the urgent repensentations of
His Majesty’s Government had not been entirely disregarded.

1 veturn you my best thanks for the supplies which you have raised for the:
public service.

Gentlemen of the Council,
My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

I do now.in His Majesty’s name prorogue this General Assembly to
Tuesday the 24th day of January next, and it is hereby prorogued accoid-

ingly.
Jamaica Ss.

An Act to enable Slaves to give Evidence in'certain Cases and under
certain Restrictions, and for other purposes.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make certain regulations for the
urpose of admitting Slaves, who are properly quiiiled by their religious
Enowledge and goou character, to give evidence in partizalar cases of crime

" committed by white or free persons against Slaves, and such regulations may

becoine an incitement to Slaves in general to pay more attention to religious
instruction, and may tend to the improvement of their moral principles and
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“«conduct. May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and
‘be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your Majesty’s
island of Jamaica; and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of
the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, any Slave shall be ad-
anitted as-a witness upon any enquiry made or bhad by or before any Justice
«of the Peace, and upon any bill of indictment preferred before a Grand Jury;
and also upon the trial of any indictment by which enquiry or indictment any
white or free Xerson is charged with having committed any treason, or any of
the crimes and offences mentioned in the first, second, and third clauscs of an
Act, made and passed in the fourth year of His present Majesty’s rcign, inti-
guled, «“ An Act for the more effectual punishment of treason, treasonable
4 conspiracies, and seditious meetings, for preventing the administering or
& taking of unlawful oaths, and for other purposes,” or charged with having
“uttered seditious language, or with seditious preaching to any free person or
persous, Slave or Slaves, or with murder or felonious homicide, or with having
mutilated, maimed, dismembered, imprisoned, or kept in confinement, with-
out sufficient support, any Slave or Slaves, and the evidence ot any Slave shall

- also be reccived, -on an inquisition before a Coroner, respecting the death of a

$lave. Provided always, that the evidence of any Slave shall not be admitted

&r received touching any or either of the said crimes or offences, if such

crime or offence shall have been committed before the passing of this Act..

And provided also, that no Slave shall be admitted to give evidence on either.

of the occasions aforesaid, unless he or she shall have been baptized twelve.

months at least before the commission of the crime or offence respecting

which such Slave is produced as a witness, and unless such Slave shall produce

.on the occasion on which he or she is by virtue of this Act admitted to give -

evidence, such certificate from the Justices and Vestry or Common Council of
Kingston as is hereafter mentioned. .
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon the produc-
tion before the Justices and Vestry of the parish in which any Slave shall
_have last previously resided for three years, or it in Kingston before the
Common Council, of a testimonial in writing, signed by the person who has
had the possession and -management of such Slave, as Owner, Attorney,
Trustee, Guardian, Receiver, Executor or Administrator for three years next.
before -the giving of such testimonial as to the good character and disposition
of such Slave, and upon production also of a written declaration, signed by
the Rector, or in case of the absence of the Rector by the Minister officiating
for such Rector of the parish in which such Slave resides, that such Slave’
has been baptized, and of the time of such baptism, either from the personal
knowledge of such Rector or Minister, or by the inspection of his certificate
of baptism, or of the registry thereof; aud farther, that such Rector or.
Minister officiating for him in his absence, had examined the Slave, and found
“him or her to be sensible of the nature and obligation of an oath, it shall
and may be lawful for the Justices and Vestry of such narish, or the Common:
Council of Kingston, and they are hereby empowere. and required, unless
prbof ‘be made before them, contradicting the said testimonial and decla-
ration, or either of them, to grant to such Slaves a certificate signed by the
_Clerk of the Vestry, ot Court of Common Council of Kineston, according to
the following form :—* These are to certify that at a Vestry or Court of
« Common Council, holden at on the day of in the
« year of our Lord there were produced the testimonial and decla-
« tation, required by an Act now in force, enabling Slaves to give evidence,
¢ and no proof having been given to contradict such testimonial and decla-
¢ ration, or either ot them, the'Vestry or Common Ccuncil of Kingston
¢ haye, in pursuance of the said Act, %ranted this certificate to . a
“« Slave belonging to o in this parish, being the
¢ person named in such testimonial and decl!aration, and baptizedon =~ .*
Which said testimonials and declaration shall be retained by the Clerk of the
Vestry, or Common Council, for the purpo:e of being trancmitted to the
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Clerk of the Crown, as hercinafter directed. And be it further enacted, by the
Authority aforesaid, that when such certificate shall be granted, the Clerk of
the Vestry of every parish, or Clerk of the Common Council, shall in a
book to be kept for that purpose, register the names, colour, and sex of the
several Slaves to whom such certificates have been granted, the names of the
Owners of such Slaves, and the dates of the testimonials and declarations,
and the time of granting such certificate in the form following :

Name £ | £ | Namesot Person Date of Dateof |Timeof granting
of Age. |Sex.| & | 36 | or property the | Testimo- Declara« | the Certificate.
Slave, S | 2 |Slavebelongs to.}  nials. tion,

And the said Clerk of the Vestry, or Clerk of the Common Council, shall
immediately thereafter transmit to the Clerk of the Crown such testimonial
and declaration, and also a copy of the certificate so granted by the Justices
and Vestry, or Cominon Council, certified by such Clerk of the Vestry or
Common Council,«to be a true copy, and for making such registry and cer-
titied copy, the Clerk of the Vestry or Common Council shall be entitled to be
paid the sum of 1s. 3d. and. no more. And if any Clerk of the Vestry, or
the Clerk of the Common Council, shall neglect or refuse to perform any or
either of the duties required by this Act, to be performed by him, be shall
for every such neglect or refusal, forfeit the sum of 20l. to be recovered by
information in the Supreme Court of Judicature of this island, in the name
of the Attorney General, to and for the use of His Majesty’s Government of
this island. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that if
any certificate granted to any Slave by virtue of this Act, shall be acci-

* dentally lost, destroyed, or mislaid, the Justices and Vestry, or Common

Council, on being fuily satisfied that a certificate had been previously granted
to 'such Slave, are hereby empowered and required to grant such Slave a copy
of the former certificate, which shall be marked ¢ Duplicate,” and with
the date of its being granted, and an entry shall be made by the Clerk of the
Vestry or Clerk of the Common Council in the book hercinbefore directed
to be kept, opposite the original entry of such duplicate having been granted
and of the time of granting the same; and a notice of such duplicate certi-
ficate shall be transmitted to the Clerk of the Crown in the same mauner as
the copy of the original certificate, and which duplicate certificate shall be of
the like force and effect, as the certificate so lost, destroyed, ot mislaid. Pro»
vided always, that if the application for such duplicate certificate shall not be
made within two years after the original certificatc was granted, the Justices
and Vestry or Common Council, and Clerk of the Vestry or Common Council,
shall grant another certificate in the like manner, and under the like regu-
Jations in every respect as are hercinbetore provided as to the granting of the
original certificate.  And be it further enacted, by the authority atoresaid,
that the certificate granted by the Justices and Vestry or Common Council,
shall be received by the Court as evidenee of the matters and things therein
contained, 3o as to enable the Slave therein named to be received and examined
as a witness upon the occasions aforesaid. Provided always that nothing
herein contained shall be construed to prevent the Court on the trial of any
indictment, on whiclrany Slave may by virtue of this Act be adnitted as a
witness from receiving the like objections as to the competency of such Slave
as a witness as might be made against any white or free person as a witness;
or to prevent the Court and Jury from receiving evidence as to the credibility
of such Slave as a witness in like manner as they would receive the same as to
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the credibility of any white or free person. And be it further enacted, b
the authority aforesaid, that no white person, or person of free condition, shall
be indicted, arraigned, condemned, or convicted for any offence of treason
upon Slave evidence, unless the offender be accused by two Slaves allowed to
flve evidence under the authority of this Act, or by one Slave and another
awful witness being either a white person or person of free condition. And
be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any white persou
or person of free condition, shall falsely make, forge, counterfeit, or all):er or
cause to be falsely made, forged, counterfeited, or altered, or willingly act'or
assist in the false making,. forging, counterfeiting, or altering any certificate
given by this Act, such person or persons shall for such offence, on conviction
thereof in His Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature of this island, or any
Court of Assize, be liable to be transported from this island for life. And in
case any Slave shall falsely make, forge, counterfeit, or alter, or cause to be
falsely made, forged, counterfeited or altered, or willingly act or assist in the
false making, forging, counterfeiting, or altering any certificate given by this
Act, such Slave shall, for such offence, on conviction thereof in a Slave Court
be liable to be sentenced to hard labour and confinement in the work-house
for such time as the Court shall direct, or to flogging, or both, at the discretion
of the Court; and such Slave shall for ever thereafter be incapable of being
@ witness under this Act. And if any Slave shall falsely pretend to be the
serson mentioned in a forged certificate, or in any certificate belonging to or-
antended for another Slave, such Slave shall, on conviction thereof in a Slave
Court, suffer such punishment by imprisonment and hard labour for such
time as the Court may direct, or by whipping, or by both, as such Court shall
think proper, and such Slave shall for ever thereatter be incapable of being
admitted as a witness under and by virtue of this Act. And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the Clerk of the Crown shall keep in
his office, as public records, the several testimonials, declarations, and copies
of certificates hereinbefore directed to be transmitted to him, and shall register
in a book to be by him kept for that purpose the names of all such Slaves
named in such copies of certificates, and 's{;:ll mark an entry of such dupli-
cate certificates, and of thé time when granted, in the same manner and form
as the Clerk of the Vestry or Common Council is hererin before directed to
register the same ; and such testimonials, declarations, copies of certificates
and books, shall be deemed public records, and be accessible in like manner
and on the like terms as other public records in his office ; and for making each
entry he shall be entitled to be paid the sum of one shilliog and three pence,
and he shall be further entitled to be paid for every search at and after the
rate paid to the Secretary of this Island for searches made in his office. And
be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every Justice of the
Peace or Coroner who shall take the deposition of any Slave admitted to give

evidence by virtue of this Act, shall certify as part of the jurat, that the de-

nent had produced before him the certificate required by this Act ; and such
gzstice of the Peace and Coroner shall take from the person in the possession
of such Slave as Owner, Attorney, Trustee, Guardian, Receiver, Executor, or
Administrator, or from some person on his, her, or their behalf, a recognizance
in a sum not exceeding nor less than
conditioned for the production of such Slave as a witness in the Court at
‘which the indictment is to be preferred or tried, and such Justice or
Coroner shall forthwith transmit to the Clerk of the Crown such deposition
and recognizance. And in case the owner or person in possession of such
Slave as aforesaid, shall refuse to give or shall not procure such bail fo: the
appearance of the Slave as a witness, -or the owner or. person in possession of
such Slave shall be the party accused, or if under the circumstances the
Justices of the Peace or 8oroncr shall deem it necessary in order to prevent
the danger of the witness being in his or her testimony, then and in such
case such Justice' of the Peace or Coroner shall have the power of securing
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the attendance of such Slave as a witness, by a committal to jail, in the same
manner as the attendance of witnesses for the Crown, who are unable to find
bail for their appearance is now ensured. And the Marshal or Keeper of the
jail where such Slave remains shall be allowed the sum of 1s. 8d. to be paid to
such Slave on each day such Slave shall remain in his custody for his or her
maintenance ; and such allowance shall be repaid to the Marshal in the same
manner as the allowance to witnesses for the Crown placed in confinement is
now repaid to him; and in case the owner or party in possession of a Slave
shall produce him or her as a witness at the court where any indictment is
preferred or tried according to the exigency of a recognizance entered into by
or on the part of such owner or person in possession as aforesaid, such owner
or person in possession shall be entitled to receive mile money, at the rate of
1s. per mile for the first five miles, and 6d. per mile for every mile after-
wards, and a sum not exceeding 3s. 4d. per day for each and every day such
Slave shall have been absent from home for the purpose of attending at the
court, or shall have been in confinement, as a compensation for the loss of the
labour of such Slave. And the Judges present 1n court, in case an appli-
cation shall be made to them in court after the trial, are hereby authorized, in
case they shall deem it equitable and right under the circumstances of the
case, to assess the amount of such mile money and compensation, and to
grant a certificate thereof under their signatures, and such certificate, after
being approved of by the Commissioners of Public Accounts, shall be paid by
the Receiver General cut of any monies in his hands unappropriated to the
person or persons to whom such certificate shall be granted. And in order
to remove every tcmptation to commit perjury by those Slaves who may
be admitted to give evidence by virtue of this Act, Be it enacted, by the autho-
rity aforesaid, that the Court shall not be at liberty to exercise the power given
by thie Consolidated Slave Law of declaring any Slave free, and discharged
from all manner of servitude, where the Owner of such Slave has been con-
victed of the offence therein mentioned, if any Slave authorized to give evi-
dence under this Act shall have been sworn upon the trial as a witness on the
part of the prosecution. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, thatif any Slave admitted to give evidence under this Act shall commit
wilful and corrupt perjury in giving evidence upon any of the occasions here-
inbefore mentionc«ie any Slave shall be liable to be tried at a Slave Court for
wilful and corrupt perjury, and upon conviction thereof, shall be liable to the
same punishment as the person or persons at the trial of whom such false
evidence was given, would, if convicted, have been liable to suffer; or it shall
be in the power of the Court to sentence such Slave to imprisonment to hard
labour in the work-house, or to stand in the pillory for such times as the Court
shall direct, or to whipping, or to all or eitEer of such three last mentioned
punishments at the discretion of the Court. And it is hereby further enacted
by the authority aforesaid that all Slaves whose attendance is required as
witnesses under and by virtue of this Act, shall be protected in their persons
from all eivil process whatsoever, in their going to, attending at, and returning’
from such examinations or trials as are hereinbefore mentioned, and that
such Slave shall during such timc not be liable to be levicd on for debt,
taxes, or otherwise. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
this Act shail continue and be in force from and after the passing thereof]
until the 31st day of December, in the year of our Lerd one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-eight. Provided always, that all Slaves who shall obtain
the privilege of giving evidence under this Act shall, notwithstanding the
expiration thereof, still continue to be lawful witnesses upon the occasions,

and in the cases, hereinbefore mentioned, in the same manmner as if this Act
still remained in force.
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Jamarca S.

An Aet to enable Slaves to receive Bequests of Money or other
personal Estate. '

'WHEREAS all legacies and bequests given to Slaves are void by law,
-and executors and trustees are thereby prevented from paying the same, al-
though they have sufficient assets for that purpose, without first obtaining
the sanction of the persons interested in the estate of their testator. And,
whereas it is expedient that the owners of Slaves or other persons should
‘have it in their power to reward the fidelity of Slaves, or to make them a
‘bequest as a reward for their services or good conduct: May it therefore
please your Majesty, that it may be enacteg by the Governor, Council, and
Assembly of this your Majesty’s island of Jamaiea; and it is hereby enacted
and ordained, by t{le authority aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this
-Act, any pecuniary bequests or legacy of a chattel to a Slave shall be deemed
and considered to be a valid and legal bequest or legacy, and the executor or
executors, or other representative of the testator, shall be authorized to pay
the amount of such legacy, or to deliver such chattel to such Slave. Provided
always that nothing herein contained shall be deemed to authorise the insti-
tution of any action or suit at law, or in equity, for the recovery of such
legacy ; or to make it necessary to make any Slave or Slaves a defendant or
defendants to a suit in equity.

Passed the Assembly this 20th of December 1825.

{Signed) Davip FiNvaysoN, Speaker.
Passed the Council this 21st of December 1825.
(Signed) +W. Butrock, Clk. Con,

I consent thés 21st day of December 1825.
;-{Signed) ‘ MANCHESTER.
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BAHAMAS.

No. 1.

Sir, Downing- Street, 315t July 1825,

TWO years have now elapsed since I had the honour of addressing certain
instructions to Major-Gencral Grant in consequence of the resolutions, in
which the House of Commons unanimously concurred, for the amclioration
of the state of the Slave population.

After those instructions had been submitted for the consideration of the
Legislature, I had the satisfaction to reccive an Act which they had passed,
amending and consolidating the Slave laws. I have already detailed to
Major-General Grant the principal objections to this Act, and I at the same
time expressed the favourable anticipations I entertained from the disposition
of the Legislature, evinced by the exertions it had actually made. It has
therefore been matter of the utmost disappointment to me that the Assembly
should have come to the resolution to make no alteration in the Consolidated
Slave Act during the late session, which accordingly passed away without any
thing having been done. Major-General Grant has expresssed to me his
conviction that this delay has arisen from no general “disposition to oppose
the wishes of His Majesiy’s Government, and 1 am very willing to belicve it :
he has also informed me that it is his opinion, the inhabitants of the 3ahamas
would not be indisposed to resume the consideration of this subject had they
ascertained what measures would be taken by the other colonies.

It cannot be necessary to remind the Assembly that a deep and universal
interest is here taken in the condition of the Slaves, and I hope that they will
not overlook the effect which may be produced in this country should it be seen

that the Legislature delays on such grounds that independent exercise of

their jurisdiction to which they have been invited. But when it is re-
membered that the suggested reforms are founded in almost every instance
on what has been recommended by the principal West India proprictors re-
sident in this country; that His Majesty’s Government have placed the clergy
under cpiscopal controul, taking upon themselves the whole attendant
charges ; and that by the measures of the last session of Parliament, the in-
terests of the West India Colonies have been so liberally consulted, it is not
too much to expect, and I am willing to believe, that the Assembly will re-
vert to that course which they adopted in the first instance, and which pro-
mised to redound so much to their honour in the event. _

Buat if, on the other hand, my expectations shall fail to be realized and the
Licgislature does aothing more, I cannot now adequately describe the disap-
pointment His Majesty’s Government will experience, neither can I venture
to answer for the results to which such protracted delays will lead in the next
scssion of Parliament.

You will therefore again bring this subject under the consideration of the
Legislature, and in doing so you will not fail to remind them of the exertions
which have been here made for their benefit. Their ports have been opened
to Foreign ships—their trade opened to Foreign countries—duties lowered
for the encouragement of some, and for the relief of other articles of produce,
besides those which are considered the staple production of the colonies.
Large fees levied in the Colonial ports have been cither modified or altoge-

27



28

14

ther abolished, and to some of the free ports the privilege has been granted
of having goods freely warehoused, from whence they may be re-exported
ree of duty direct to any country, and in the ships of any country, thereby
establishing extensive marts, standing as it were midway between the two
worlds, from whence the wants of the new one may be supplied, and where
their produce in return may be advantageously deposited.

~ You will therefore strongly impress upon the Legislature that they cannot
give a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing them

. Injustice not to believe they must sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt

the measures which have been recommended for the protection of the persons,
for the security of the interests, and for the promotion of the well-being of
that part of the:population which the laws of the colony have placed under
their immediate controul, -
I have, &ec.
(Siguned) BATHURST,
The Officer Administering the Government
of Bakamas.

No, 2,

New Providence, Bakamas,
My Lorp,. November 12, 1825.

1 HAVE the honour.to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dis-
patch, dated 31st July 1825, alluding to instructions beforc addressed to Major-
General Grant, regarding the melioration of the state of the Slave population,
and directing me to bring the subject again under the consideration of the

House; I shall take an early opportunity of doing so during the present session,

_ I have, &ec,
(Signed) W, YESEY MUNNINGS,
The Right Hon..the Earl Bathurst, K. G,

&e. &e. | &e,



BARBADOES.

No. 1.

Extract of a Dispatch from Earl Bathursi to the Offcer Administering the
Government at Barbadoes, dated Downing-Street, 25th August 1825.

IT is not without surprise and mortification, that, after another year’s
deliberations, I find nothing to have been produced but the Act which
was transmitted to me in Sir Henr{ Warde’s dispatch of the 28th March
last,—an Act which I regret to say, I cannot advise His Majesty to confirm,
and this, not because it does not provide for any one of the measures recom-
mended, but because it contains some enactments which are objectionable in
themselves, and are capable of becoming so injurious or oppressive to the
Slave population as to counterbalance any benefit which the Slaves might
otherwise derive from some of its provisions.

If under the present more prosperous circumstances of the West Indies,
and after the efforts which have been made for their advantage, and especially
for the advantage of Barbadoes, in the last Session of Parliament, there exist
any grounds of hope that the Legislature wiil be induced to recousider this
subject with more favourable intentions, it will be a great satisfaction to me
to receive the intelligence without delay ; but if such a resunlt as the present
be what the Legislature deliberately propose to abide by, it is not easy for
me to express to you the disappointment which His Majesty’s Government
will experience, nor can I venture to answer for the result to which .such a
return to these repeated representations may possibly lead in the next
Session of Parliament. -

In again bringing this subject under the consideration of the Assembly,
you will not fail to remind them of the measures to which I have alluded :
their ports have been opened to foreign ships—their trade opened to foreign
countries—duties lowered for the encouragement of some, and for the reliet
of other articles of produce, besides those which are considered the staple
productions of the colonies: large fees levied in the colonial ports have been
either modified or altogether abolished, and to some of the free ports, the
privilege has been.granted of having goods freely warehoused, from whence
they may be re-exported free of duty direct to any country, and in the
ships of any country ; thereby establishing extensive marts, standing as it
were midway between the two worlds, from whence the wants of the new
one may be supplied, and where their produce in return may be advan-
tageously deposited. '

‘You will, therefore, strongly impress upon the Assembly, that they cannot
give a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing them
injustice not to believe they must sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt
the measures which have been recommended for the protection of tge
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Eersons, for the security of the interests, and for the promotion of the well-
eing of that part of the population which the laws of the colony have placed
under their immediate controul.

No. 2.

Sir, Downing-Street, December 12, 1825.

1 HAVE already apprized you that it was not in my power to recommend
to His- Majesty to sanction the late ‘Act of the Legislature of Barbadoes
respecting the Slaves, and you will therefore be prepared to expect a more
detailed explanation of the difficulties which were felt to stand in the way of
this sanction. .

I must begin by repeating, that I have not been able to advise this Act to
be approved, not because what had been suggested by His Majesty’s Govern-~
ment was left wholly unaccomplished by it, (much as I certainly lament it,
this would not make me the less solicitous to give effect to any useful labours
of the Legislature), but because the Act contains clauses which are objection-
able in themselves, and the confirmation of it by His Majesty in Council
would appear to signify The King’s approval of enactments contradictory in
spirit to the resolutions of the House of Commons.

I shall proceed to point out the clauses which I especially advert to, and,
with the hope that it may be of advantage, I shall likewise not wholly omit the
opportunity of suggesting considerations which, although I should not have
suffered them of themselves to defeat any better objects of the lL.egislature,
yet appear to me to be material on the very important subjects of legislation
which the Act brings under my notice.

The Criminal Law, of which such extensive provisions.are contained in this
Act, as it is the gravest subject on which a Legislature can be employed,
required the most careful attention lest His Majesty should be advised to give
His sanction to undue severity, or to such disregard of that precision which is
of serious import in penal enactments; although I should not have been so
disposed to advert to the want of it as material in many others.

By the thirty-fourth clause it is made a capital crime in a Slave to strike a
Master, or to ¢ dare to strike him,” or to  offer to strike him,” or to * use
¢ any violence to him.” These are all made distinct capital crimes, the punish-
ment of which cannot be mitigated by the Court on the second conviction.
There is no allowance made in the possible case of extreme provocation on
the part of the master, nor even where it might be carried so far as to make
self-defence necessary on the part of the Slave, and the terms employed may
be construed so as to inflict upon the mere meditation of the offence equally
with its commission, the punishment of death.

Some of the various offences which are rendered capital by the thirty-fifth
clause are designated by words which require to be defined,—mutiny is in
this country an offeuce exclusively depending upon military obligations, and
it should therefore have been clearly laid down what Acts of a civil deserip- -
tion were to constitute the crime, for which, under that name, the punish-
ment of death is denounced. It is also provided that Slaves in any way
¢ promoting any thing, that shall have a tendency to mutiny,” shall be
punishable with death. In framing this clause, it must have been overlooked
that unless criminality of purpose were made essential, the terms may com-
prehend conduct altogether innocent.  Whatindeed is thataction which may
not happen in some way to promote something having a tendency to mautiny.
It is afterwards provided, that if any 8!ve shall ¢ imagine for the purpose of
“ mutiny,” he shall suffer death, and afterwards the same punishment is
assigned to any Slave if he should hear another Slave speaking any words
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*¢ tending to mutiny,” unless he make an immediate disclosure of the fact. In
this latter case, however, the Court may inflict the minor punishment of
banishment, or any other punishment at their discretion. It is furthermore
made capital to imagine the death of any person, and declare the same by
ani' overt act,

readily persuaded myself that these parts of the Act may be accounted

for by supposing that they repeat the language of the old laws, the loose phra-
seology ot which has not been from inadvertence corrected; but I found it
impossible to reccommend for His Majesty’s approval provisions which awarded
the punishment of death to an act without a specific definition, without any
groof of'a criminal intent, or without the means of the person accused

nowing that the words “ the not revealing of which,” constitute the oftence,
came within the provigions of the Act. The latter part of this clause
generally subjects Slaves to the same prosecution to which white men would
‘be subject for the commission of any similar crime in the island. This I
presume has reference to cases in which Slaves convicted of some atrocious
crimes have escaped capital punishment, by doubts existing how far the cri-
minal law attaches upon Slaves unless there be a special enactment to that
effect, and if this be the object of the clause, I have only to lament that it was
not more carefully worded, particularly in the last paragraph, by which it'is
provided, that while the Slave is rendered liable to the same prosecution to
which a white man would be subject, his punishment on conviction shall be
left wholly to the discretion of the Court.

I take this opportunity of noticing the inexpediency of those rules,—not
peculiar I allow to Barbadoes, for 1 have observed them in the Slave codes of
other colonies,—which cause the owner to be, in all cases, indemnified for the
loss of a Slave sentenced to death or transportation. This is not only to deprive
the Slave of the protection which he might find in the self-interest of the
owner, but it is to deprive the owner of one motive for restiaining his Slaves
from the eommission of capital crimes. It is to indemnify the owner even
where his own neglect or misconduct may have occasioned the offence. If
convictions were necessarily to oceasion a loss to the owner, prosecutions might
not on all eccasions be duly instituted. But this objection would be fully-
answered by making the value of the Slave recoverable by the owner, on
proof brought that the offence ot the Slave was in no degree attributable to
neglect and misconduct on the owner’s part. '

The forty-third clause, which indemnifies any person who may kill a Slave
attempting to commit any of the various offences which are enumerated in
that clause, or attempting to maim or injure any white person, requires some
limitation. The act of killing the Slave coui)zl not be considered free from
moral offence, nor ought it to be placed beyond the reach of justice, in cases
where the crime of the Slave could have been prevented without such an ex-
tremity,or where the injury to the white man was attempted in cases of aggra-
wated provocation, and immediate defence of the Slaves’s own life. '

A power is given by the thirty-second clause to any Justice of the Peace
to award in cases of theft, imprisonment and corporal punishment, to an extent
which is not limited otherwise than by a general injunction, to' have due
regard to the circumstances of the case, and to the condition and character of
the Slave,—I consider this too large a discretion to be committed, as it is in
this clause, to a single Magistrate. 7

Of the regulations for the trial of Slaves I am disposed to think, that, if I
were more accurately acquainted than I can pretend to be with such a sub-
ject, I should be able to give a favourable cpinion, as forming an improved,
although not a perfect system. I observe, however, that.it is provided in
clause third, that in capital cases, wherc the owner is the prosecutor, minutes
are to be taken of the proceedings of the court; whence I am afraid it will
be inferred, what ought not to be, that minutes are not to be taken on other
trials-of Slayes for-capital offences. 1 do not quite comprehend what was to
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follow from the permission to appeal to the Governor under certain circum-
stances, whether the cause was to be tried over again, or without this the
Governor was to do as he should see fit with regard to the sentence. But-
what I regard as a serious defect in this part of the Actis, that in any case a
capital punishment in pursuance of the sentence of a court, no member of
which is necessarily a lawyer, should be carried into execution without refer-
ence to the Governor. I would add to these objections, that the right of
appeal, which ought to be possessed by the Slave himself, is here confined to
the owner of the Slave, that an unlimited authority of taking or refusing
bail in 2ll criminal cases 1s entrusted to a single magistrate, and that no re-
gular form of indictment is required to be preferred, nor is the Slave allowed
a right of challenging his jurors.

I regret that obedience is not secured to the salutary regulations in the
ninth clause for clothing the Slaves. Twenty shillings is an inadequate
penalty, and the invidious office of informer will not be undertaken for a
moiety of such a sum to which only he is entitled.

Provision is made in the eleventh clause, in regard to the cases of persons
confined as Slaves but claiming to be. free, that if the Provost Marshal shall
not receive satisfactory information of the justice of their claim, . for the pre-
sumption against colour is left where it was,) the Governor and Council shall
enquire into und determine the case; but there has been an oversight in not
providing for the enlargement of the claimant in case the determination should
be in favour of his freedom. The measures left in the choice of the Governor
and Council, (in the event, it must be presumed, of a contrary determination,)
are either to sell or to transport the Slave ; and against the latter alternative
the objection is not only that it would put it out of the question for the
claimant ever to prove his freedom, but that in truth the claim of freedom
scems by this provision to be made a transportable offence.

The thirty-second clause would deserve approbation, inasmuch as it pro-
vides for taking away from an owner any Slave whom the owner has driven
to the commission of theft by neglecting to give him the food with which it
was in his power to supply him. But when the Slave is taken away for such
reasons, the owner ought, if not to forfeit the property in him, at least not to
be entitled to receive the net proceeds of his sale.

It has been matter of much regret to me, in submitting to the necessit
which I felt myself to be under of advising the disallowance of this Act, that
1 was thereby deprived of the opportunity of concurring with the Legislature
in procuring the penal provisions of the forty-second clause respecting the
murder of Slaves to be substituted for those opprobrious laws which, fallen’
as they were into perfect desuetude, yet could not fail to be the cause of much
missapprehension in this country. Itismy earnest hope, theretore, that the Le- -
gislature will afford me an opportunity of submitting to His Majesty in Council
this important amendment of their law without the accompaniment of such
enactments as have unfortunately rendered the present opportunity unavailing.

I could have wished that the Legislature ha(r scen the propriety of visiting
also with more proportionate severity the crime of mutilating or dismem-
bering a Stave. The forty-fourth clause, which requires that the Slave should -
be removed by sale from the authority of the person by whom he has been
mutilated, ought not to have provided that he, although he were the owner,
should receive the Slave’s price; and in depriving an owner twice guilty of
this grievous offence of the management of his Slaves, it was not fitting to
preserve his life-interest in them entire. It is true the law authorizes fine
and imprisonment, but as no minimum is prescribed of either, the law cannot
be said to secure a sufficient punishment for these crimes; and is objection-
able in spirit, as containing express provisions to indemnify the criminal for
any pecuniary loss. '

There is in the forty-sixth clause, of which the immediate object is a salu-
tary one, a _provision which I must remark to be highly objectionable. If



19

a Slave be “ refractory, or a runaway,” the owner is permitted to send him, by
his.own authority; and without even the sanction of any Justice of the Peacc,
to work in the chain-gang. While there the Slave is to be fed at the public
expense, and the owner is to receive sevenpence half-penny a day if he shall
make oath that his Slave’s misconduct was not occasioned by the want of
food or clothing, or by cruel treatment. Oppressive as such power, vested
in any private individual, must be deemed, it would be peculiarly liable to.
abuse in a colony where there are many Slave owners in low circumstances
of lite, some of whom might more readily exercise it in the case of such
Slaves as would otherwise be burthensome, and might thus be made profitable.
The profit, indeed, could not be derived unless the owner should swear that
the Slave’s misconduct is notattributable to his own avarice or cruelty. Butit
is to be feared that the oath of the owner interested in the result would not
be in all cases a sufficient security.

Although I am aware that the unlicensed permission to Slaves to sing songs
at funerals may be the occasion of tumult and disorder, an absolute restric-
tion on all such ceremonies seems 1o be more than the case requires, and
might in some cases interfere with a solemn exercise of devotion on those
occasions.

I doubt not that it was the intention of the framers of the twenty-
first clause, to prevent a use injurious to the Slave, of an unlimited
power on the part of the Master to let him out to whomsoever he will,
exacting, perhaps, for his hire what must be the proceeds of excessive labour,
and-yet evading the responsibility and disgrace of ill-treating the Slave.
I am disposed, however, to think that the power of letting out on hire
might be regulated without afecting the interests of the Slaves in the.
manner in which this clause may be made to operate. To prohibit absolutely
a Slave from hiring bhimself, with the full consent of his Master, for the
accomplishment of some particular undertaking, as task-work, by which he
might be induced to make the most of his time without coercion,—to forbid
him to follow any trade, business, or occupation, either for his own benefit, or
for that of-his owner, or of any person whatsoever, is surely what the
framers of this clause could never have intended to have enacted.

The regulation in the twenty-third clause, respecting the culture of cotton,
ginger, and aloes by Slaves, must be considered as virtually prohibitory,
and as such could not be approved without some evidence of the necessity of
such a prohibition.

Slaves found off the plantation of the owner may be taken up and detained
until the owner releases them, by paying 12s. 6d. to the person who has taken
them up,or 5s. if he can prove that the Slave went off the plantation without his
consent.  Itis to be feared that in some cases this would expose an owner to
the heavier fine, for having given his Slave his cousent to visit his wife or
children on a ueighbouring plantation, or induce him to refuse his consent
to so reasonable a request, in order to be subject only to the mitigated

eralty,
P A Slave apprehended as a runaway is, by the tenth clause, to be lodged in
the cage, on oath made before a justice explaining the grounds on which the
Slave may be suspected to be a run-away; and the party apprehending the
Slave Is to receive a reward. It is to be regretted that there is no discre-
tion left to the Justice of discharging or committing the alleged runaway,
who is to be lodged in the cage even without any warrant from the Justice.

Under the twenty-third clause any Slave may be scized in whose posses-
sion are found various articles which arc enumerated, ¢ or any other article o1
¢ thing, of what nature or kind socver, unless he is furnished with a note or
*¢ ticket descriptive of the same.” The informer is to receive 10s. for each
seizure, and the Slave is to be whipped at the discretion of the Justice, not
exceeding thirty-nine lashes. If any person from ill-will or expectation
of reward were. to practice all that the letter of this law permits, a Slave
might be stripped of the goods which he had bought at the market, or of
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the produce which he might have gathered from his provision grounds.
He cannot have a ticket for these articles, nor ought he in truth to be re-
quired to have a ticket to secure him in the possession of any moderate quan-
tity of the consumable necessaries of life.

The forty-fourth clause is the only part of this Actin which the Legislature
appears to have sought any assistance from the Order in Courcil for Trini-
dad. If the marks of recent flogging shall appear on the person of a Slave,
and he shall represent, with probability and consistency, that such is the conse-
quence of cruel and unlawful punishment, the person against whom the
statement is made is to be convicted; but he cannot bhe fined -to a larger
amount than 251. and he may clear himself by his own oath, that he did not
inflict, or cause to be inflicted, the punishment in question. What shall be
considered a cruel or unlawful punishment is left to be decided by the Jus-
tices when the case is brought before them : and because the degree of seve-
rity will vary aceording to the manner of inflicting the lashes, as well as
according to the number inflicted, and because the limitation of the number
is therefore not a certain protection, the Legislature have rejected this im-
portant, though T admit imperfect limitation, but have unfortunately not
endeavoured to substitute any other.

I have now directed your attertion to those clauses which imperatively call
for revision. There are many others which are capable of material improve-
ment.

I have to inform you that the King in Council would have proceeded
to disallow this Act, had not His Majesty been advised to suspend that mea-
sure for the present, in the hope that the Legislative Council and Assembly
will at the earliest period proceed to frame a new Act of a more satisfactory
nature. I have, &c.

Tte Officer Administering the Government. (Signed) ~ BATHURST.

No. 3.

My Lorbp, Government- House, Barbadoes, June 8, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the speech which I yesterday
delivered to both Houses of the Legislature on the occasion of my first
meeting them, after my being sworn into the administration of the government.

Permit me, my Lord, to express a hope that there will befound in it what
meets the views of His Majesty’s Government, and that it will likewise be
honoured by His Majesty’s most gracious approbation.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  J. B. SKEETE.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. C. B.
&e. &e. &e.

Gentlemen of the Council,
My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

. THE administration of the Government having devolved upon me, in con-
sequence of the departure of his Excellency Sir Henry Warde, I have deemed
it my duty to lose no time, consistently with your own convenience, in calling
you together for the purpose of giving furtherance to the public business.

It affords me much satisfaction to iave taken the chair at a period when
our prospects begin to assume a flattering appearance ; I trust that they will
e 8o far realized as to restore us ence more to a state of prosperity, the absence
of which it has long been our lot to deplore.
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My. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

I cannot omit the opportunity which now presents itself to me, of recom-
mending that you should follow up, as occasions may occur, those provisions
which have been already made for ameliorating the condition of our black
population ; you will thus, permit me to observe, be upholding the character
of the island by convincing those, who, through ignorance or prejudice, judge
erroneously and harshly ot our system, that although it be like other systems,
which cannot altogether be defended, otherwise than by their necessity,
and which, notwithstanding, have long received the sanction of British
degislation, it is not carried on with those feelings or for the gratification of
those passions which are so illiberally and unjustly attributed to us ; and you
will be also proving that you are willing to bestow every protection and benefit
which may appear to be further required, avoiding, however, the doing of that
which may endanger the peace of society; and taking care likewise not to
interfere with the discreet use and prompt command of services, without
which it is certain, that our soil can neither be cultivated with success, nor
our staple commodity manufactured with advantage. As the militia law is
now before you for your re-consideration, allow me to suggest whether it might
not be advisable, that the landed interest should in some measure be telieved
from the heavy burthen and expence to which it is at present made subject
without losing sight, at the same time, of rendering the militia force more
effective and available.

I should not discharge my duty did I not call to your serious attention
those enormous abuses which so notoriously exist in the common gaol of the
island, and I trust, for the justice and character of our country, that a complete
and speedy reform will take place,

Gentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

I cheertully offer you my hearty congratulations on the settlement of the
episcopal establishment, which His Majesty has been graciously pleased to
confer on this portion of His dominions, and I confidently hope that we shall
all most zealously co-operate in every measure which may tend to the support
of our venerable Mother Church, and to a practical confirmation of those:
sound and pure doctrines which have ever distinguished her; but which of
late it has been insidiously attempted by her enemies to undermine and destroy.

I shall feel most sincere pleasure if my administration, at its conclusion,
shall, by your assistance and exertions, be found to have been productive of
public good; for [ assure you that I shall atall times be happy to concur with
you in the accomplishment of every object which may be calculated to
promote the interests of this my native country.

No. 4.

My Lorp, Government- House, Barbadoes, July 8, 1825.

I AVAIL myself of the earliest opportunity which offers to inclose to your
Lordship a copy of the address of the House of Assembly, in answer to the
speech which I delivered to the two_Branches of the Legislature on the oc-
casion of my first meeting them, after being sworn in to the administration
of the government. I have, &c,

(Signed)  -J. B. SKEETE.

The Richt Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.C.B.
& &e. &e. &e.
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To the Honourable John Brathwaite Skeete, President of His Ma-
jesty’s Council, and Commander in Chicf of this Island, Chan-
cellor, Ordinary and Vice Admiral of the same.

May it please your Honour,

WE, the Representatives of the people, in General Assembly assembled,
beg leave to return you our thanks for the speech you were pleased to make
to us at our last meeting, and in doing so we cannot but remark the zeal and
solicitude for the public service manitested in your prompt and speedy call of
the Legislature after your assumption of the administration of the government.

We sincerely hope with your Honour, that the present prospects of a re-
turn of prosperity may not prove delusive; and that the time is mnot far
distant when we the inhabitants of these islands may be admitted intoa partici-
pation of the advantages enjoyed by all other classes of His Majesty’s subjects
in the provisions made by the Imperial Parliament for their relief, and for
the advancement of their interests ; assured as we are that none can have a
better claim to the favourable consideration of His Majesty’s Government
thar the West India colonists, whether our need and distress, or whether our
unshaken loyalty and fidelity be considered.

The several subjects adverted to by your Honour, as connected with the

business of this House, we have to assure you will receive that early and
mature consideration which their importance demands; and although
we have already devoted a considerable portion of our time and labour to the
revision and consolidation of our objectionable Slave code, yet we feel no
hesitation in pledging ourselves to further exertions, as long as there 1s any”
thing wanting to complete and render as efficient as possible. the provisions
we have already made for amcliorating the condition of our black population,
resolved that our statute book shall be no longer a reproach and as a false
witness against us, but rather as a faithful mirror reflecting the true image of
our practice.
"~ Your Honour’s suggestions and recommendations respecting the militia
bill now before us, we promise you will be well weighed and considered in
our deliberations on that subject ; but we must, nevertheless, contend, that
the first step towards having an effective militia, is to give encouragement to,
and to provide for the white peasantry of the island—a class of people which
forms the strength and sinew of every country ; but constituted as our society
is, particularly necessary for the defence of this island, and which it has been
the wretched policy of latter times to neglect and discourage.

It is with peculiar pleasure and satisfaction that we interchange congratu-
lations with your Honour on the episcopal establishment which His Majesty
has been graciously pleased to confer on this portion of his dominions, and
under the fullest persuasion that it will be of the most important benefit to
the interests, both temporal and eternal, of all classes of our community, we
declare our readiness to concur in any measures that may be deemed neces-
sary to give furtherance to the great objects of this institution.

In conclusion, we beg your Honour’s firm reliance on our zealous co-opera-
tion'in every thing that may tend to promote the public good, and to render
your administration propitious to the best interests of the country.

By order of the House,

(Signed) ROB. HAYNES, pro tempore,

Speaker.
House of Assembly, 5th July 1825.

: (A true copy)
(Signed) ~ W. B. GisBoNs, Private Secretary.
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No. 5.

_ Government-House,
My Lorp, Barbadoes, 8th August 1825.

T HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship a copy of the address of
the Council, in answer to the speech which I delivered to the two Branches
of the Legislature on the occasion of my first meeting them, after being
sworn in to the administration of the government.

I have, &ec.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. (Signed) J.B.SKEETE.
&e. &e. &e.

May it please your Honour,

WE beg leave to offer our thanks for the gracious speech which you have
been pleased to address to us.

We duly appreciate the zeal for the furtherance of the public business
which your Honour has manifested by convening the Legislature so speedily
after the commencement of your administration.

We congratulate your Honour on baving taken the chair at a period when
you think our prospects begin to assume a flattering appearance, and we sin-
«cerely hope that future events may fulfil your pleasing anticipations of re-
turning prosperity to the colony.

We entirely acquiesce in your Honour’s sentiments of congratulation to
the country on the appointment of a Bishop to superintend and direct the
«ecclesiastical affairs of these colonies, and are duly sensible of His Ma-
Jesty’s paternal regard in bestowing the benefits of an episcopal establishment
on this portion of his dominions, and we shall at all times be most ready to
co-operate with the other branch of the Legislature in every measure which
may conduce to the furthcrance of His Majesty’s gracious intentions in forme
:in%éhis establishment.

e give your Honour the tullest credit for patriotic feelings, and have no
sloubt that your administration will at its conclusion be found to have been

productive of public good.

(Signed) JOHN A. BECKLES.
R. A. ALLEYNE.
R. HAMDEN.
NATHAN LUCAS.
J. RYCROFT BEST.
J. H. GITTENS.
J. A. HOLDER.

No. 6.

Government-House,
My Lorp, Barbadoes, November 9th 1825.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dis-
ppatch of 25th August. ,

As the 25th of the last month was the day appointed for the meeting of
the Legislature, I deemed it proper to insert the whole of it in the speech
which % addressed to that Body on the occasion of my calling together a new
House of Assembly ; a copy of which I beg leave to inclose herewith.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. B. SKEETE.

T#e Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&e. &e. &e.
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Gentlemen of the Council, |
My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

IN addressing you on the present occasion I feel great satisfaction at ex-
pressing my couviction that the prospects which I formerly held out, of 4 re-
turn to more propitious times, after (I may say) the experiestee of unprece-
dented adversity, have been in a measure realized ; and it is an additional
consolation to know that His Majesty’s Ministers during the last Sessian of
Parliament have given undoubted proofs of their disposition to restore these
colonies to the prosperity which they formerly enjoyed. ,

Upon these events I beg to offer you my sincere congratulations.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

It falls to my duty to inform you, that, in a dispatch which I have lately
rcceived from Earl Bathurst, I am desired by his Lordship to state to you,
that when he instructed the Governor to submit to you the suggestions which
His Majesty’s Government had to offer for meliorating the condition of the
Slaves, he did not anticipate that after a period of two years the duty would
vet remain with him of urging the adoption of measures, which Parliament
and the-country alike called for, and which were founded, in almost every
particular, upon the experienced judgment of the principal West India pro-
prietors resident in England.

- That he may at the same time have apprehended that improvements might
not be executed to the full effect of what was proposed ; but with whatever
regret he saw discussions ensue, which could not fail to counteract any bene-
ficial purpose of the Legislature, he still trusted, when he last year directed
the Governor to renew his recommendations, that they would be attended with
a favourable result.

That it is therefore not without surprise and mortification, that after another
year’s deliberations, he finds nothing to have been produced but the Act which
was transmitted to him in Sir Henry Warde’s dispatch of the 28th of March
last ; an Act which he regrets to say he cannot advise His Majesty to con-
firm ; and this not because it does not provide for any one of the measures
recommended, but because it contains some enactments which are objection-
able in themselves, and are capable of becoming so injurious or oppressive to
the Slave population as to counterbalance any benefit which they inight other-
wise derive from some of its provisions. ,

That it under the present more prosperous circumstances of the West In«
dies, and after the efforts which have been made far their advantage, and espe-
ciaily for the advantage of Barbadoes, in the last Session of Parliament, there
exist any grounds of hope that the Legislature will be induced to recousider .
this subject with more favourable intentions, it will be a great satisfaction to
him to 1eceive the intelligence without delay ; but if such a result as the pre-
sent be what the Legislature deliberately propose to abide by, it is not easy for
him to express the disappointment which His Majesty’s Government will ex-
perience, nor can he venture te answer for the results to which such a return
}9 these repeated representations may possibly lead in the next Session of Par-

lament,

His Lordship desires that in again bringing this subject under your con-
sideration, I will not fail to remind you of ‘the measures to which ge has al-
luded. Our ports, he states, have been opened to foreign ships—our trade
opened to foreign countries—duties lowered for the encouragement of some,
and for the relief of other articles of produce, besides those which are consi-
dered the staple production of the colonies: large fees levied in the colonial
_?orts have been either modified or altogether abolished, and to some of the

ree ports the privilege has been granted of having goods freely warehoused,
whence they may be re-exported free of duty direct to any country, and in
the ships of any country, thereby establishing extensive marts, standing as
it were mid-way between the two worlds, whence the wants of the new -one
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may be supplied, and where their produce in return may be advantageously
deposited.

~ His Lordship therefore urges me strongly to impress upon you that you
‘cannot give a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing.
you injustice not to believe you must sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt
the measures which have been recommended for the protection of the persons,
for the security of the interests, and for the promotion of the well-being of

that part of the population which the laws of the country have placed under
your immediate controul.

HGentlemen of the Council,
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembuy,

“Having thus conveyed in Earl Bathurst’s own -words the sentiments
which his Lordship and the other Members of His Majesty’s Government en-.
tertain upon this important subject, it remains for me, having sincerely at
heart the welfare of our country, to recommend to you in the strongest terms
a cordial co-operation in the adoption, as far as it is possible, of the measures
which they have suggested; measures which I must candidly say, I consider

are anxiously looked for by the pcople, as well as the Parliament of the United
Kingdom.

No. 7.

My Lorp, Government- House, Barbadoes, November 25, 1825,

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of the addresses which were pre-
sented to me on the 15th instant by the Council and the House of Assembly.

It would have afforded me real satisfaction had I been enabled to draw your
Lordship’s attention to any part of the address of the House of Assembly,
calculated to encourage your Lordship to expect that that body would proceed
without delay to adopt as far as possible those measures which have been
suggested by His Majesty’s Government.

) I have, &ec.

(Signed)  J. B. SKEETE.
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.

&e. &e. &e.

May it please your Honour,

‘WE thank your Honour for your congratulationson the dawning pros-
perity of the island, and we receive with no small satisfaction Ear] Bathurst’s
assurance of the kind and friendly disposition of His Majesty’s Ministers
towards these colonies. A

We sincerely deplore the unfortunate delay which has occured in the
passing an eflicient Slave Amelioration Bill, for although after the most deli-
berate and impartial consideration of the measures recommended by His
Majesty’s Government for meliorating the condition of the Slave, we feel
convinced that some of those regulations are not calculated to promote the
happiness or moral advancement of the Slave, any more than the interest of
the Master, nevertheless, we cheerfully acknowledge that most ot the
measures proposed appear to us likely to prove beneficial to all parties, and we
appeal to the journals of this House to shew, that itis not the fault of the
Council that many more of Earl Bathurst’s suggestions are not adopted in
the bill which passed in the last session.

When this bill was sent up to this Board passed by the Assembly, the Council
were much perplexed between their desire to avoid the reproach of again
rejecting 3 bill which professed to be a bill of amelioration, and their reluct-
ance to pass a bill which appeared to them utterly inadequate to its object, and
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they trust that they sufficiently testified this feeling' by the resolution of the
Board which accompanied the vote for passing the bill, and by the subsequent
introduction of .a supplemental bill, for the purpose of remedying some of
the deficiencies of the Assembly's Bill. :

We cannot but feel grateful for the efforts which have been made for our
advantage in the last Session of Parliament, and we sincerely hope that it will
not be deemed inconsistent with a sentiment of gratitude for kind and pater-
nal intentions, to express a fear that the colonists will not derive such benéfits
from their measures as Ministers no doubt intended to confer. It is perhaps
not known in England how entirely and exclusively our interests are agricul-
tural ; it is not known, that almost all the capital engaged in commerce in
the West Indies is British, and that all the profits revert to Great Britain.
The_prosperity of Barbadoes may be said to depend solely upon the pro-
pottion which the price of sugar hears to the duty ; yet let it not be supposed
that these sentiments are uttered in a tone of complaint ;- it would ill become
us to complain,at a moment of reviving prosperity, which we thankfully attri-
bute to the protection and favour which we enjoy in the market of the mother
country. And while we continue to enjoy this advantage, we are little solicit-
ous of obtaining greater facilities of commerce with Foreign countries. And
we trust that the conduct of the Council will not disappoint the reasonable
expectation of His Majesty’s Government, that a grateful sense of the benefits
we receive from the parent state will urge us to endeavour to satisfy the wishes
of the Parliament and fPeople of England, in regard to the protection of the
persons, the security of the interests, and the promotion of the well-being of
that part of the population which the laws of the country have placed under
our imediate controul, We are, &c,

(Signed)  JOHN A. BECKLES.

JNO. BRAITHWAITE.
R.HAMDEN.
NATHAN LUCAS.
PHILIP L. HINDS.
J. A. HOLDER.

(A true copy) JAMES H. ALLEYNE.

(Signed)  W. B, GiBBoxs, Private Secretary.

To the Honourable John Brathwaite Skeete, President of His Ma-
Jesty’s Council,- and Commander-in-Chief of this Island, Chan-
cellor, Ordinary and Vice-Admiral of the same.

May it please your Honour,

WE, the Representatives of the people, in General Assembly assembled,
beg to return your Honour our thanks for the congratulations which you
were pleased to offer us in your speech at the opening of the present Session,
oa the disposition of His Majesty’s Ministers, during the last Session of Par-
liament, to restore these colonies to the prosperity they formerly enjoyed.
We however regret extremely that we cannot coincide with your Honour in
expressing our conviction that the prospects of a return to more propitious
times has been realized ; if a transient ray of hope had dawned upon us, that
dawn is as suddenly overcast by the repulsive clouds of censure and menace
which pervade: that portion of the dispatch of the noble Secretary for the
colonies, which your Honour has been pleased to communicate fo us, and
which forms so prominent and so important a part of your Honour’s speech ;
censure and inenace aimed, as it appears, exclusively at the House of As-
sembly, as if tae House of Assembly could pass any Act, or had passed the
Act to which his Lordship alludes, without the concurrence and assent of the
other branches of thé Legislature; and there is we are sorry to observe in
this dispatch of his Lordship’s, an indirect charge of presuinption against
the General Assembly, because they did not frame a bill in exact conformity



27

with “the experienced judgment of the principal West India proprietors
¢ resident in England ;" now, with all due deference to his Lordship, it ap-
pears to us that we who are immediately on the spot must possess better
means of information, as to what measures should be pursued with a view
to the safety of the inhabitants, the interests of their property, and the per-
manent welfare of the Slaves themselves, than gentlemen at a distance of 4000
miles, whatever their former judgment and experience might have been, and
however kind their intentions, can in the present times possibly possess.

It is a well known fact that the Assembly of Barbadoes had commenced the
revision, amendment and consolidation of our Slave code long before His
Majesty’s Orders in Council reached this island; on the receipt of those
Orders the Assembly continued their labours and adopted such of their pro-
visions as appeared at that time to be consistent with the security and well-
being of the country, and at the period when this Act passed their House,
they expressed their willingness to adopt every other measure suggested
to them, which should be found on mature deliberation to be compatible with
the interests of all; and although the Assembly were not, after the reasons
assigned for rejecting the Saint Vincent's Slave Act appeared in this island,
very sanguine as to the fate of their own; they nevertheless expected from
his Lordship a plain and distinct statement of his objections to what had
been done, and which might have formed the ground-work of future deli-
beration ; it was not expected that if unfortunately the Barbadoes Act should
be found totally inadmissible, it would be submitted to the perusal and cri-
ticisin of those who are well known to be not less the encmies of His Ma-
Jesty’s Government than they are of the West Iudia Colonics, and by whom
garbled quotations were made from the Act during the last Session of Par-
liament, thus furnishing our adversaries with fuel to increase that flame of
injustice, prejudice, and invective which has so long blazed forth against the
colonists in gencral, and which, if not subdued by the timely interference, the
justice and good sense of His Majesty’s Government can only end in their
ruin.

His Lordship has been pleased to expatiate at considerable length on the
benefits which the colonies generally, and the island of Barbadoes in parti-
cular, have experienced by the commercial regulations recently deternined
on in the British Parliament ; we regret however that these benefits are at
least questionable, inasmuch as the discussions which have of late so fre-
quently taken place in the British Parliament on colonial affairs have not
only deteriorated the value of our property, and destroyed our credit, but
left us without the necessary tunds to benefit by imports however abundant,
the means whereby we were once enabled to make extensive commercial spe-
culations, being almost totally exhausted by high duties, low prices, and other
misfortunes which we have so long had to-contend with.

Although we shall ever gratefull'y acknowledge any benefits, present or
prospective, which it may ple§se His Majesty’s Govc}rnmcnt to vouchsafe to
us, and although we observe with pleasure the reduction on some of the Home
duties which have recently taken plice, and the entire repeal of others, to the
great relicf of our fellow subjects in the niother country, yet we must be
allowed to say that the case is widely different with regard to us, especially in
the duties on our staple commoditics, which, with your Honour’s lcave, we
will proceed to shew. . .

When, in the midst of the late arduous and expensive war, the duty on
sugar, qur staple commodity, was raised to 27s. per cwt., we were told that
the exigencies of the State required it, and something, not very unlike a
pledge, was held out, tlx?t when tht‘i nation should again be restg‘red to the
blessings of peace, we might look with confidence for a g:t_)rrcspondmg reduc-
tion; we submitted withouta murmur, for there is nosacrifice which the people
of Barbadoes have not at all times been ready to make for the support of the
honour and dignity of the mother country; but notwithstapding the nation
has been restored to, and been in the enjoyment of tha blessings ot peace for
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ten years, we find ourselves still labouring under this increased and heavy bur-
then. We admit that the rum duty has been reduced to 9s. 3d. per gallon, but
this benefit will no longer be boasted of, when we shew that a puncheon of 100
gallons of our rum will not by the latest prices current yield the planter or ship-
per more than 41. not more then halt the first cost, whilst the same 100gallons
of rum pay a duty to the Government of no less a sum than 461. 5s. sterling,
no very equal division of the proceeds, it must be acknowledged. Whilst on
this subject we take leave to notice the duty or imposition of 4§ per cent. on
the general produce of our island, paid on exportation, a duty which never has
been appropriated in any one instance that we are aware of, to the (furposes
for winch it was granted, and from which duty the captured and ceded colo-
nies in our neighbourhood are exempt, an advantage which renders us unable
to compete with them on terms of equality in the markets for our produce.
T'he consideration of these circumstances we however submit with all possible
deference to the justice and impartiality of His Majesty’s Government, and
should not have questioned them on the present occasion, but for the purpose
of shewing that our situation is by no means so enviable as some may 1ma-
ine. .

¢ But, may it please your Honour, suppose we were in the actual enjoyment
of all the benefits which have been enumerated by the noble Earl, is it ex-
pected that, in return for them, we should surrender those chartered rights
which we have possessed for mearly two centuries? Is it expected that we
should abandon the right of enacting such laws as are necessary for our own
preservation and the sccurity of our property ? Is it expected that our Slave
Code shall contain no provision for the security of the lives and property of
the whites ; but be a mere catalogue of indulgencies to the blacks, who, we
are proud to say, experience at this moment less of care and more of com-
fort than the peasantry of any country in the world, England herself not
excepted > This, Sir, would really be expecting too much. It however such
expectations are, uufortunately for us, entertained by-those under whose con-
troul we are placed ; if nothing less than an implicit conformity with Orders in
Council, the ruinous effects of which are published almost daily in the Ga-
zettes of a neighbouring colony ; if in short, a plan has been already organized
for our destruction; if it is determined that we shall be the victims of fana-
ticism, prejudice, and injustice, we must submit, but neither threats nor per-
suasion will ever induce us to put the finishing hand to our own political,
perhaps natural existence ; and we have too much reliance on the justice of
our beloved Sovereign, to believe that He ever will. We however beg leave
to assure your Honour, that if the noble Secretary for the colonics will
condescend to point out the defects and omissions of the Act, which passed
the late House of Assembly, for consolidating our Slave laws, and ameliorating
the condition of that class of people so immediately dependant upon us, we
will take his suggestions into our earliest consideration, prompted as we are,
both by humanity and by interest, not only to do all that can safely be accom-
plished for their benefit, but also by a sincere desire to meet, if it be possible,
the wishes of His Majesty’s Government ; and to this end we will readily and
carnesily co-operate with the other branches of the Legislature.

Fy order of the House,
(Signed) ROBERT HAYNES, Speaker.
House of Assembly, November 15, 1825.

(A true copy)
(Signed)  W. B. GisBonNs, Private Secretary.



DOMINICA.

No. 1.

Extract of a Dispatch from Earl Bathurst to Major-General Nicolay,
dated Downing-Street, 20th August 1825,

TWO years have now elapsed since I had the honour of addressing certain
instructions to the Earl of Huntingdon, in consequence of the resolutions, in
which the House of Commons unanimously concurred, for the melioration of
the state of the Slave population.

The beneficial enactments of the Slave Act of the year 1821, evinced a dis-
position so honourable to the Legislature of Dominica, that when Lord Hun-
tingdon submitted those suggestions for their consideration I anticipated with
confidence that at least such of them as proceeded on the principles of the
enactments of the existing law, and which at the same time could not but be
‘considered as amendments, would have been readily adopted ; and I saw with
regret that the Legislature had failed last year to execute what there had
appeared’ so much reason to expect.

I was, however, willing to attribute this delay to causes of a temporary
nature, aud to view the favourable reception, in its earlier stages of the new
bill which was introduced, as an earnest of a better result, and I instructed
you with unabated contidence to renew the recommendation of the proposed
reforms. :

I was therefore not a little disappointed to learn by your dispatch of the
28th March last, that not one of them had been adopted by a Legislature
from which such favourable expectations had heen entertained.

You have informed me that a new bill was immediatcly to be proposed.
If this bill is passed by the two Branches of the Colonial Legislature, and is
so far conformable with the suggested improvements as to enable me to
advise the King to give his assent thereunto, I shall receive it with the
highest satistaction ; but if it should share the fate of the last bill, or fail to
be carried through its various stages with more effective energy than has
hitherto been displayed, I cannot venture to answer for the results to which
such protracted delays may lead in the next session of Parliament.

In again bringing this subject under the consideration of the Legislature
you will not fail to remind them of the measures of the present year, in
which the interests of the West India Colonies have been so liberally con-
sulted : their ports have been opened to foreign ships—their trade opened to
foreign countries—duties lowered for the encouragement of some, and for the
relief of other articles of produce. besides thcse which are considered the
staple production of the colonies: large fees levied in the colonial ports have
been erther modified or altogether abolished, and to some of the free ports
the privilege has been granted of having goods freely warchoused, from
whence they may be re-exported free of duty to any country, and in the ships
of any country, thereby establishing extensive marts, standing as it were mid-
way between the two worlds, from whence the wants of the new one may be
supplied, and where their produce in rcturn may be advantageously deposited,

ou will therefore strongly impress upon the Legislature that they ‘cannot
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give a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing them
injustice not to believe they sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt the
measures which have been recommended for the protection of the persons,
for the security of the interests, and for the promotion of the well-being ot
that part of the population which the laws of the colony have placed under
their immediate controul.

No. 2.

My Lorbp, Government House, Dominica, October 11, 1825.

I AM honoured with your Lordship’s letter of the 20th August, relative
to the repeated obstructions that have occurred to the completion of an Act
for the melioration of the condition of the Slaves in this colony.

Previously, however, to the receipt of your Lordship’s letter, notice had
been given 1n the House of Assembly, that a bill to that effect would be im-
mediately introduced, and it is to be discussed in committee of the whole
house on the 14th instant, -

1 herewith send a draft of the bill, which of course will be liable to altera-
tions when under debate, a few crrors having already been discovered, and
some amendments suggested.

I therefore hope that, though this Bill may not, in every particular, fulfil
the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, it will approach thereto very nearly ;
and I expect that it will be passed so as to enable me to transmit it to your
Lordship by the next mail.

A bill is also in progress for facilitating the manumitting of Slaves, chiefly
by the abolition of the tax at present paid for that purpose.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  W. NICOLAY.
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&ec. &e. &e.

Dominica.

Anr Act for the Encouragement, Protection, and better Government
of Slaves, and for the general amelioration of their condition.

PrEAMBLE.—Whereas it is expedient that a system of laws for the en-
couragement, protection, and better government of Slaves, and for the general
amelioration of their condition, founded on the principles of police, justice,
and humanity, should be enacted.—We therefore, &ec.

CLAUSE 1st.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
every owner, renter, manager, or overseer of any Slave or Slaves, shall allow
or cause to be allowed all such Slave or Slaves as shall be under his, her, or
their eare, a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome food; and shall pro-
vide dry and comfortable lodging for them, and shall give them good and suf-
ficient clothing, that is to say, once in every year a kersey penniston or drugget
jacket, a hat or cap, a pair of Osnaburg or penniston trowsers, with three yards
ot Osnaburgs to every male adult, a Eérsey penniston or drugget wrapper, a
hat or cap, an Osnaburg or penniston petticoat, with three vards of Osnaburgs
to every female adult, and to children in proportion according to their age and
size, and also a4 blanket to each adult onceé in every four years, and in case of
the sickness of any such Slave or Slaves, shall provide proper medical assist-
ance and advice, and shall also provide within the boundary of his, her, or
their plantation or lot of land, comfortable lodging, wholesome food, and
medical assistance for every old, infirm, or distempered Slave; and shall on
no pretence discard any such Slave, or suffer him or her to wander about ; and
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should such owner,.&e., neglect or refuse duly to comply with the aforesaid
enactments or any of them, such offender shall be fined in any sum not ex-
ceeding at the discretion of any two or more Justices.of the Peace,
to be levied by warrant under the hands and seals of the said Justices on the
goods and chattels of such offender, directed to any constable, such penalty
to be paid into the Treasury of the island for the public uses thereof.

CrausE 2d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that-

any field Slave on any plantation or estate, shall, on work days, be allowed

half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner, and that no Slave shall-

be compelled to do any manner of field work before the hour of five in the
morning, nor after the setting of the sun, except during the time of crop,
under the penalty of to be recovered of the owner, manager, or
overseer of such plantation, as is directed in the foregoing clause of this Act.

PreamBLE.—And whereas it is expedient that the Slaves should be en-
couraged in the cultivation of provision grounds for the subsistence of thém-
selves and families.

Crause 3d.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
owner, &c. of any Slave or Slaves shall have the option of feeding such Slave
or Slaves as directed in the foregoing clause, or of allotting to thew a sufficient
portion of land tor that purpose, not being less than half an acre for every
such Slave, and shall appropriate one day 1n every week (besides Sundays and
the holydays hereinafter prercribed) for the purpose of cultivating the same,
excepting only during the period of crop, when 1t shall be lawful to withhold
such days on affording due allowance of provision in licu of each day so with-
held: provided always; that on no pretence shall less than twenty-six days
(besides Sundays and holydays-aforesaid) be allowed to each Slave during a
year ; and that 1n case of failure. to comply with the enactments of this clause,
or any of them, the offeader shall be punished as is direeted in the foregoing
clause of this Act.

PreamBLE —And whereas Slaves frequently sell the clothing and necessaries
issued to them, to the great detriment both of themselves and their owners.

Crause 4th.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
should any person detain, buy or exchange, or otherwise recei\fe of or
from any Slave his or her clothing, or necessaries issued as afores_ald', such
person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction on

the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses before any two

or more of itis Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, shail if a white person
or free person of colour, forfeit a sum not exceeding to be
levied by warrant under the hands and seals of the said Justice by the dis-
tress of the goods and chattels of the offender, one moiety to be paid to the
informer, and the other into the treasury for the public uses, and such of-
fender if a Slave shall be punished by whipping at the discretion of the said
Justices, with any number of stripes not exceeding 100. )
PreEaMBLE.—And whereas a knowledge of the doctrines and due attention
to the exercises of the duties of the Christian religion, is highly essential to
the improvement of the morals of the Slaves, ani the advancement both of
their temporal and eternal happiness. A ) _ ‘
Cravuse 5th.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
Owners, &c. of Slaves shall every Sunday on the several distant plantations,
at the most convenient time and place, convene the Slaves ot the said plan-
tations to hear divine worship, aud shall also exhort any Slaves who may be
unbaptized, to receive the holy sacrament of baptism, and shall further en-
courage such Slaves as have arrived at the age of maturity, and may be de-
sirous to enter into the connubial state to receive the ceremony of marriage,
and that every person offending against the provisions of this clause, shall be
fined in any sum not exceeding to be recovered and applied as is
directed in the foregoing clause. ) )
PreamsLE.—And whereas the practice hitherto prevalent of Slaves making
their markets on Sunday is highly indecorous, and contrary to the precepts of
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religion, yet whereas an immediate and sudden abolition of the custom would
umﬁar existing circumstances not only in all probability entirely fail in promot-
ing their religious instruction, but by the time so occupied being given up to
riot and debauchery, would even prove injurious both to their spiritual and
temporal interests, and it is theretgre deemed more expedient to remove such
an evil by degrees.

CrLavuse 6th.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
Slaves shall be permitted as heretofore to bring to market for sale such articles
as they have heretoforé been in the habit of doing, and of disposing of the
same on 'Sun'd:iy, provided mo article shall be exposed to sale in the public
market during the time ‘of divine service, either in the established church, or
in the place of worship of any of the tolerated religions..

PreaMBLE.—And whereas relaxation from labour and innocent recreation
at proper periods are just and reasonable. ' '

Crause 7th.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
Slaves in this island shall not, except domestics, stock-keepers and watchmen,
be required to labour for their masters on any Sunday throughout the year;
nor on Christmas day, the day following, New Year’s day, or Good Friday,
and that should any of the said holidays fall on a Sunday, the following
Wednesday shall be given in lieu thereof under the penalty of for
every offence against this enactment, to be recovered as is directed in the
foregoing clause. :

Crause 8th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it
may be lawful for any Slave or Slaves on plantations, by and with the consent
of the owner, &c. to use’any drums or instruments of music for the purpose
of dancing, or the indulgence of any innocent amusement, provided such
dancing or other amusement shall not continue after the hour of 9 o’clock in
the night ; and that Slaves may in the like manner in the town of Roseau, by
and with the permission of the Town Wardens, meet for such amusement or
dancing as aforesaid at the river side only, provided such amusement or dan-
ciné shall not be continued after the hour of 8 o’clock in the evening.

LAUSE 9th.—And be it further enacted: by the authority aforesaid, that
during crop no mill shall be put about or worked on any plantation between
the hours of 7 o’clock on Saturday night, and 5 o’clock on Monday morning,
and that no store or shop shall be kept open during the time of divine service
under the penalty of for every offence, to be recovered as directed by
the 4th clause.

PreamBLE.—And whereas on the different days allotted for holidays and
time of recreation, Slaves may become riotous and disorderly from the absence
of the persons in charge of them.

CrausE 10th.—Be 1t further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any
manager not having an overseer under him, who shall absent himself from the
plantation of which he has charge, on such holydays (divine service and mili-

tia duty excepted), shall forfeit the sum of and any overseer who
shall absent himself from the estate (except as above) without tlie leave of
his manager or employer, shall forfeit the sum of to be recovered as .

directed 1n the 4th clause of this Act.

"PreEaMBLE,—And for the purpose of protecting from violence the lives,
persons and effects of Slaves.

Crause 11th.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any
person convicted of the wilful murder of a Slave, or of being accessary
thereto shall suffer death, and that any person convicted of committing man-
slaughter on a Slave shall suffer the punishment inflicted in case o% man-
slaughter by the laws of England. ,

Crause 12th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any person whoever- shall mutilate, wantonly or cruelly whip, beat, bruise,
cut, wound or imprison, or keep in.confinement without sufficient nourish-
meat any Slave or Slaves, such person being duly convicted of the same before
the Court of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions, shall be puaished by fine not
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exceeding ~ or imprisonment not exceeding months, or by
both at ‘the discretion of the Court, and that it shall also be lawful for the
said Court, in atrocious cases where it may be judged necessary for the future
protection of the Slave, to take him out of the power of a Master convicted of
~such violence as aforesaid, to order the Marshal forthwith to sell and dispose of
such Slave to any other person but the owner at public outery for the best
price can be procured ; the money arising from such sale after payment of costs
to be delivered to such owner,

Crause 13th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any white or free person shall be guilty of wantonly striking or beating any
Slave, the property of another, such offender on conviction shall forfeit any sum
mot exceeding to be recovered as directed in the 4th clause of this Act.
_ Crause 14th.—And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, that
if any white or free person (not being the owner or director of such Slave,)
shall forcibly take away or cause to be taken away from any Slave any live
stoek, ground, provisions, vegetables, or any other article of property, which
by the laws, customs, and usages of this eolony such Slave 1s authorized to
possess, sell or dispose of ; or if any such person having purchased from such
Slave any such article, shall refuse.or neglect to pay for the same, or shall
destroy or cause to be destroyed any such article as aforesaid, such offender
shall on conviction be fined in any sum not exceeding to be recovered
s directed in the 4th clause of this Act, and when so recovered the amount
o be given to said Slave in compensation for the injury so sustained.

CrausE 15th.—And in order to protect the connubial happiness of Slaves,
be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any white or free
person shall take away and cohabit with the wife or reputed wife of any
Slave, such offender shall on conviction be fined in any sum not exceeding

to be recovered as directed in the 4th clause of this Act, and when
.80 recovered the amount to be given to the Slave in compensation for the in-
jury sustained. _

PrEAMBLE—And whereas from the inadmissibility of Slave evidence it
‘has been hitherto found diflicult to prosecute to conviction white or free per-
sons for effences against Slaves ; and whereas therefore for the furtherance of
_justice it is deemed proper in future to receive such evidence to such an
.extent as may be considered safe, but under such restrictions as are rendered
absolutely necessary, from the imperfect knowledge yet possessed by the
.great majorityof the Slave population, respecting the true nature of the so-
Jemn sanction of an oath.

Crause 16th.—Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in
:all.cases, not being capital nor of charges against their owners, it shall here-
after be lawful for all Courts and Magistrates to admit the evidence of Slaves
having been duly baptized, and appearing to the said Courts or Magistrates,
after having been minutely interrogated on the subject thoroughly, to com-
prehend the true mature and meaning of an oath : provided always, that in
-every instance two such Slaves at least being duly examined apart, and out of
the "hearing of each other, shall distinctly depose to the very same facts,
without in the least degree contradicting each other’s evidence. And provided
:also that no one shall be convieted of any offence on the evidence of Slaves,
unless such offence shall be prosecuted and brought to trial within
months after the commission thereof.

CLAUSE 17th.—And whereas it is highly proper to encourage the rearing of
Negro children. Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that for
every infant Slave who shall survive one month, the midwife and mothershall
each be entitled to receive one dollar, and upon every infant Slave attaining
the age of twelve months, the mother or person who has nursed such infant
shall be entitled to receive the further sum of  dollars; and upon such
infant being placed in the grass or vine-gang, the mother or person who has
-nursed such infant shall be entitled to receive the further sum of dollars.;
the said premiums to be paid in the first instance by the Owner or Owners of
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such Slaves, to be deducted out of the payment of his, her, or their taxes,
under the next ensuing general Tax Acts, and that every female Slave who
shall have  children living, shall be employed only in light labour, and not
in the ficld; nor shall the owner be compelled to pay any tax for such female
Slave. '

PreamBLE.—And whereas it is especially necessary, that the punishments
for offences committed by Slaves should be clearly and distinctly enacted by
law.

Crausk 18th.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any
Slave convicted of wilful murder, or of being accessary thereto, or of breaking
open any dwelling-house or other building and robbing therefrom, or of wil-
fully setting fire to any house, building, or cane piece, or shall be accessary
thereto, shall suffer death : provided always, that in all trials for capital offences
by Slaves the jury shall consist of twelve persons. ) )

Crausk 19th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, .that
any Slave who shall be convicted of manslaughter, or ot having struck his or
her master or masters, or of theft to any amount above » OF whao shall
have been accessary thereto, or of any attempt to rob on the public ronds,. or
of any attempt to set fire to any house, building or cane-picce, or of bieaking
open any house or building with intent to rob therefrom, or who shall have
been accessary thereto, shall suffer death, banishment, pillory, public whipping,
solitary confinement on bread and water, or such other punishment as the
Court before whom such cause is tried shall in their discretion sward.

Crause 20th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
should any Slave wantonly or cruelly beat, cut, or wound, or in any manner
maim, mutilate, disfigure, dismember, or otherwise injure any other Slave or
Slaves so as to endanger life, although death should not ensue, or so that such
Slave or Slaves shall become a cripple, or lose any of his, her or their limbs,
or be deprived of the use of it, or of eye sight, such Slave on conviction, shall
for the g)rst offence he punished at the discretion of the Court not extending
to-life, and for the second shall suffer death or transportation for life, as.to the
Court shall appear best.

Cravusk 21st—Anrd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
any Slave who shall use defamatory language or words of abuse, tending to
provoke a breach of the peace, towards any person whomsoever, shall on due
proot of the same before any Justice of the Peace be punished by order of
the said Justice by imprisonment for not more than one week, or public
whipping by any number of stripes not exceceding : provided always
that complaint of such offence be made to such Justice within days after
1ts commission. _

Crause 22d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
should any Slaves assemble for. mutinous or other dangerous purposes, and
refuse to disperse and go peaceably home when so directed to do by any white
or free coloured person, the ringleaders of such mutinous meeting, being
thereof duly convicted, shall suffer death; and the others according to the
gradation of their crimes shall on such conviction be punished with banish
ment, pillory, solitary confinement on bread and water, or public whippiug, at
the diseretion of the Court before whom such cause be tried.

_-Crausg 23d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any

Slave or Slaves who shall be convicted of giving, selling, or bartering gun-
powder, fire-arms, or other offensive weapons, lead or shot, salt or salted prd-
visions, clothes or any other necessaries whatsoever, to or with runaways, or
having any sort of intercourse or correspondence, directly or indirectly with
such runaways, shall according to the degree of.delinquency of such Slave or
Slaves, suffer death, banishment, or such other punishment as the Court before
whom the cause is tried shall in their discretion award.

Crause 24th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if’
any Slave shall be duly convicted of pretending to any gift of supernatural.
powers, or of practising the art of witchcraft, (or obeah asit is called), in such
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manner, as to. disturb the imagination of any other eredulous Slave or Slates,
.or to stimulate them to acts of mutiny or rebellion, or of administering to
any other Slave or Slaves drugs or portions of a poisonous or dangerous
‘nature, whereby such Slave or Slaves was or were mjured in their health,
-such offender shall suffer death, or such other punishment as the Court be-
fore whom the cause is tried shall in their discretion award.

Crause 25th.—And whereas Slaves have found means to desert from their
owners, and quit this island, to the great detriment of the said owners.
‘Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave or Slaves
-shall desgrt from his, her, or their owner or owners, and go off or attempt
to conspire to go off from this island in any ship, boat, canoe, or other
‘vessel or craft whatsoever; or shall seize, take, or carry away from the said
disland such ship, boat or canoe, or other vessel or cratt whatsoever; or shall
-aid, abet, or assist any other Slave or Slaves in so doing, such offender or
.offenders being thereof duly convicted shall suffer death: and should any
‘white or free person be duly convicted before the Court of Grand Sessions of
aiding, abetting, or assisting such Slave or Slaves in so going off this island
as aforesaid,
whether the principal or principals shall have been thercof previously con-
wvicted or not.

Crause 26th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Slave shall wantonly or cruelly cut, chop, shoot at, or in any way
maim or injure any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare, mule, ass or sheep,
such Slave for every such offence shall be tried 1n a summary manner before
two or more Justices of the Peace, and shall on conviction suffer such punish-
ment by public whipping as the said Justices shall direct; and should such
«cattle, &c. die within days after such cruel treatment by any Slave or
Slaves, such offender or offenders shall on conviction before the Court of
Petty Sessions, be banished, or otherwise punished at the discretion of the
.said Court.

Crause 27th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Slave shall be convicted before any two or’ more of His Majesty’s Jus-
tices of the Peace of having committed thefts or robberies under
.or of attempting to strike, or menacing or grossly insulting any white or free
person, or having from carelessness or inattention set fire to any building or
-cane piece, or who shall be convicted of gambling, quarrelling, fighting, or
breeding riots, such Slave shall be punished by public whipping at the
-(]iscilretion of the said Justices, provided the number of stripes do not ex-
cee

Crause 28th.—And be it further cnacted by the aathority aforesaid, that
no Slave or Slaves in this island shall carry any fire-arms, or other unlaw-
ful weapons, without permission from his, her, or their owners, &c., under
‘the penalty on conviction before any one of His Majesty’s Justices of the
Peace, of punishment by public whipping, not exceeding stripes.

Crause 29th.—And in order that the ends of justice may not be frustrated
by the cunning or obstinacy of Slaves in refusing to give cvidence, or in
-giving false evidence, be it, &c. that any Slave or Slaves who shall refuse or
evade to give evidence when called upon by any Court or Magistrate for that
purpose, shall for such contempt suffer a punishment at the discretion of such
Court or Magistrate by public whipping not exceeding 4 stripes ;
-and that should any Slave be duly eonvicted of wiltul perjury, such Slave
shall be punished by pillory, solitary confinement, or public whipping, at the
“discretion of the Court before which such offcnec shall be tried. .

- PreamBLE.—And whereas the safety and welfare of the inhabitants of this
island, and especially the planters, depend on the honesty, obedience, and
industry of the Slaves ; and whereas the inferior crimes of Slaves, incompatible
with. the interest of the owners, and the interior management and discipline
«of a plantation, cannot always be brought before the cognizance of Courts or
Magstrates,
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Cravuse 30th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Slave or Slaves shall disobey the lawful order of his or her owner, &c.
or shall plunder the property of his, her, or their owner, &c., or of any
other Slave, or shall be guilty of drunkenness, quarrelling, fighting, neglect
of duty, absence without permission in writing from the owner or renter on
the plantation to which such Slave shall belong, or shall commit any other
act of misconduct, such Slave shall be punished at the discretion of the said
owner, &c. by confinement in the stocks, or by whipping on the shoulders by
by the cat o'nine tails only, as it is used in the British army, and by no other
instrument whatever; provided such whipping, if directed by the owners,
shall not, at any oue time, or for any one offence, or before the effects of any
former punishment -shall be thoroughly cured, exceed stripes ; 1f
directed by a Manager of a Plantation or Renter of a Slave, shall not exceed

stripes, and 1t by an Overseer or Negro-superintendant of a Plantation
shall not exceed stripes : provided also, that no punishment by whip-
ping, exceeding stripes shall be inflicted on the same day on which
the offence is committed : and provided further that no punishment by whip-
ping shall be inflicted on a female Slave publicly, or in such manner as to
occasion any sort of indecent exposure; and that should any person be

_convicted of any offence against the enactments of this clause, such of-
fender shall forfeit to be recovered as directed by the 4th clause of

this Act.

Crause 31st.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
no person shall on any pretence whatsoever, ‘under the penalty of
to be recovered as is directed by the 4th clause of this Act, punish any Slave
by fixing or causing to be fixed any iron or other collar round the neck of
such Slave, or by loading the body or limbs of such Slave with chaius, irons,
or weights of any kind, excepting only where it may be absolutely nccessary

for securing the person of such Slave, in which case a light collar or chain, or

hand-cuffs, may be used, not to exceed lbs. in weight :. provided
always that nothing contained in this clause shall be construed to prevent
the owners, &c. of Slaves from having on their properties, stocks, bilboes or
other secure means of confining refractory Slaves, or such as are addicted to
running away, so that they are thereby confined without bodily hurt.

Crause 32d.—And be it further cnacted by the authority aforesaid, that
there shall be kept on every plantation a register of all punishments by whip-
ping, exceeding stripes, stating the nature of the offence, to be given
in and sworn to before the Commissioners of the Censors every year; to be
by him transmitted to the Treasurer along with the Censors’ Returas, and to
be deposited in the Treasury as a record.

Crause 33d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
when any Slave shall be executed in pursuance of this Act, the owner shall
be entitled to receive any sum not exceeding in remuneration for
the value of the said Slave, to he paid by the Treasurer, or warrant from
the Governor or Commander-in-Chief ; and that the Owner of any Slave mur-
dered, for which another Slave shall be convicted, shall be entitled to retain
in like manner such sum as shall be awarded by or more impar-
tial persons being competent judges of the value of the Slaves, in
remuneration for the loss of his Slave so murdered.

" Crausk 34th —And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
any Slave who under the authority, and by virtue of this Act, shall be sold
for transportation by the Provost Marshal, shall notwithstanding such sale
remain in the custody of the Provost Marshal, until the purchaser of such
Slave shall have entered into bond with sufficient security to our Sovereign
Lord the King, under the penalty of pounds for every such Slave so
purchased, that every such Slave shall, if any opportunity should offer, be
transported off this island within three months after the date of such bond,
and shall in the mean time be kept in close confinement, for which the Pro-
vost Marshal shall receive trom the party entering into the same, all expences.
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jncident thereto, and such bond shall be filed among the records in the office

of the said Provost Marshal.

Crause 35th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
every such purchaser of any Slave so directed to be sold for transportation as
aforesaid, shall at the time of executing such bond as aforesaid also make
oath in writing, on some part of the said bond, before the Provost Marshal
as aforesaid (who is authorized and required to administer the same) that every
such Slave so purchased shall not with his knowledge, privity, or consent be
relanded in this island.

CLausk 36th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
the Provost Marshal shall not, under the penalty of pounds for each
offence, deliver over to any purchaser or purchasers, any Slave so sold for
transportation as aforesaid, until such bond 1s entered into, and oath taken as
aforesaid ; ahd in case any such Slave so sold for exportation as aforesaid, shall
be found within this island after the expiration of " months before
limited, (provided any opportunity should occur for his or her transportation)
such Slave shall become forfeited to the colony, and resold for transportation
by the Provost Marshal in the same manner and under the like penalties as
hereinbefore enacted, and the nett proceeds of such resale shall be paid over
to the Treasurer for the use of the public, which fine shall be recovered by
indictment in the Court of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions of the Peace.

Cravuse 37th.—And be it further enacied by the authority aforesaid, that
any Slave sold for transportation under and by virtue of this Act, who shall
be found at large within this island at any time after such sale as is hereinbe-
fore directed, may, and shall be lawfully apprehended by any person whatso-

ever,and immediately taken before any of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace,

and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said Justice that such Slave
has been forinerly sold for transportation by virtue of the Act, such Justice
shall by warrant under his hang and seal, direct such Slave to be delivered to
the Provost Marshal, to be re-sold for transportation only ; and the monies
arising from such sale, after deducting the customary expenses and Marshal’s
fees, shall be paid over, one moiety thereof to the person apprehending such
Slave, and the other moiety to the Treasurer for the time being for the
public uses of this island.

Crause 38th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Master of any ship or vessel shall knowingly and wilfully bring back
to this island any Negro or other Slaves who shall have been transported
from this island under and by virtue of this Act, or any other Act heretofore
in force respecting Slaves, such Master being convicted thereof by indict-
ment in the Court of King’s Bench and Grand Sessions of this island, shall
forfeit the sum of pounds for every Slave so brought back, one
moiely whereof shall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and sue-
cessors for the public uses of this island ; and the other moiety to the rarty
or parties at whose suit or complaint such person was convicted ; and shall also
suffer imprisonment at the discretion of the Court, for any space of time not
less than months, and not exceeding months, without
bail or mainprize. . .

Crause 39th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if the Provost Marshal or any Constable shall willingly or negligently suffer
any Slave or Slaves to escape, who shall be committed to his or their custody
for any offence under this Act, such Marshal or Constable who shall suffer

such escape, shall on conviction thereof before two Magistrates forfeit the.

sum of pounds, to be recovered in a summary manner by war-
rant under the hands and seals of the said two Magistrates for the use of the
said colony, and without injury to the rights of the owner to sue for the
value of the same. .
Crause 40th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, -that

if any Slave or Slaves shall have been committed to gaol, and who shall not

be prosecuted at the following Court of Petty Sessions, the gaol fees of sueh
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Slave or Slaves shall be paid by the person at-whose instance such ‘Slave was
committed, if not otherwise ordered or directed by the Court, such fees to-be
recovered by the Marshal by action of debt, or on the case. v

Crausk 41st.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
fines and penalties to be incurred by virtue of this Act, which has not been
hereinbefore declared how they shall be recovered and applied, shall if
not exceeding pounds currency, be recovered in a summary manner
before any OF His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, by distress and sale of the
offender’s lands, goods and chattels, and if not exceeding - pounds to
be recovered in any Court of Record by action of debt for the uses of the
colony. -

CL{USE 42d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any person or persons shall be sued for any thing done under and by virtue of
this Act, he or they may plead the general issue, and give this Act in evi-
dence, and if any planiiff be non-suited or discontinue his suit, a verdict
be given against him, he shall pay treble costs of suit; and all Judges,
Justices, and Juries are hereof to take notice and govern themselves accorde
ingly, and no writ shall be sued out against, or copy of any process shall be
served on any Justice, for any thing done by him in the execution of this Act
until notice in writing of the intended writ or process shall have been served
on him, or left at his usual place of abode by the Attorney for the party, one
calendar month before suing out or serving the same, containing the cause of
action, and indorsed with the name and place of the Attorney : provided that
no action shall be brought against any Justice for any thing done by virtue of
this Act, unless the same shall be commenced within six calendar months
after the act complained of.

Crausk 43d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
Act of the Legislature of .this-island, intituled, * An Act for the Encourage--

« ment, Protection, and better Government of Slaves,” be and the same 1s

hereby repealed. '
CLausk 44.—And be it further enacted, by the authonty aforesaid, that
copies of this Act be printed.

No. 3.

Government House, Dominica,
My Lozp, 10tk November 1825,

IT is with much satisfaction that I transmit herewith an Act to repeal the
tax on the manumission ot Slaves in this colony, and which I trust will meet
with His Majesty’s approbation.

_The Bill for meliorating the condition of the Slave population is likewise

. far advanced, but it cannot be quite completed in time for the mail about to

proceed to England. I have, &ec. _
(Signed) WILLIAM NICOLAY.
Zlke Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &c. §e.

An Act to repeal the Tax on the Manumission of Slaves.

PrEaMBLE.—Whereas it has become expedient to repeal the tax hitherte
imposed and made payable in the public Treasury on the manumission
of Slayes, We therefore, your Majesty’s most dutiful, loyal and obedient sub--
jects, the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your island of Dominica,
d,c:i l}tm‘;bly pray your Most Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and
ordained.

CLAUSE 1st.~And beit, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the #utho-
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rity aforesaid, that from and immediately after the passing of this Act, the tax
of sixteen pounds ten shillings current money, and of thirty-three, pounds
current money, respectively, made payable and imposed on the manumission of
Slaves, under and by virtue of an Act of this island,- passed on the 15th day of
June 1810, intituled “ An Act to regulate the Manunission of Slaves in this
-%¢ Island, and to impose a tax upon all free and manumitted persons coming to
*¢ this Island,” shall be, and the said tax is hereby declared to be repealed, and
1he Register is hereby authorized to receive into his office, and to r::cord
therein all manumissions (the same being first duly executed as is hereinafter
required) without any receipt of the Treasurer being attached thereto, any
thing contained in the above recited Act passed the 15th day of June ;810

in any wise to the contrary nothwithstanding ; and all and e\;ery matter con:
tained in the said Act respecting the said tax of sixteen pounds ten shillings

and of thirty-three pounds respectively, is hereby repealed and declared nall
aud void: provided always, that every person or persons intending to manumit
any Slave, shall previously make oath that such Slave hath been duly regis-
tered in conformity to the Act of the Legislature passed on the 20th day of
March 1817, intituled * An Act for registering Slaves in this Island,” which
oath any of the Justice of the Court of Common Pleas of the said island, the
Register or Deputy Register are hereby authorized and empowered to admi-
nister, and for administering the same, they shall be entitled to receive from
the party making such affidavit the sum of six shillings current money, which
aﬂ"ld[;vit shall be annexed to the said deed of manumission, and be recorded
therewith, and all Slaves so manumitied shall be, and are hereby declared to be
entitled to, and shall enjoy all the privileges of free persons of colour in this
island, from the day of such deed of manumission (so duly executed, proved
and attested) being lodged in the Register’s office, any thing contained in the
said Act passed the 15th day of June 1810, 0r in any other Act of this island,
in any wise to the contrary notwithstanding. ‘

PreaMBLE.—And in order to prevent fraudulent manumissions, or the
uandue manumission of diseased and unprofitable Slaves.
Cravse 2d.—Be it, and it is heieby enacted and ordained by the

authority aforesaid, that before any deed of manumission of any Slave
or Slaves, as before-mentioned, shall be recorded, or received to be re-

<orded in the Register’s office of this island, as is required by the pre-

ceding clause, the owner or owners, their attorneys, executors, or administra-
tors, intending to manumit such Slave or Slaves, shall give fourteen days no-
tice of -such intention by setting and publishing, on a paper or board to be
“kept in a conspicuous place in the Register’s oflice for that purpose, the name
of such Slave to be manumitted, and shall personally appear before. any one
of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, or the Register or Deputy Re-
gister, and nake oath that he, she, or they, hath or have not execute! such
deed or deeds of manumission for the purpose of defrauding or injuring any
person or persons whatsoever, either directly or indirectly, or to relieve him-
self or herself from the burthen of maintaining an unprofitable Slave or Slaves;
and the Slave or Slaves so intended to be manumitted shall also be brought
and appear before such Judge, Register, or Deputy Register, and the person
or persons so executing such deed of manumission shall make oath that such
‘Slave or Slaves is or are the identical person or persons alluded to, and the
Slave or Slaves so appearing shall be required to state whether he, she, or
they, is or are willing to be released from bondage, and the Judge, Register,

or Deputy Register, before whom such declaration of the said Slave or Slaves -

shall be made as aforesaid, shall endorse or affix a certificate thereof on the
deed or deeds of manumission to the end that the same may be recorded there-
with in the Register’s office in this island, as is required by the 1st clause of
this Act.

PreaMsLe~—And whereas there are many persons in this island who are
entitled to freedom, and who, though they have heen absolved from all seri-
¢ude and slavery, have, nevertheless, from their inability to pay the tax heie-
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tofore imposcd on the manumission of Slaves, been prevented recording their
manunissions.

Crause 3d.—Be it therefore enacted and ordained by the authority afore-
s$aid, that all such persons so entitled to freedom as aforesaid, and who may
have been so entitled previous or subsequent to the passing of the said Act for
registering Slaves hercinbefore mentioned, and who may not in cousequence-
have been registered as Slaves under the terms of such Act, shall, to all in-
tents and purposes, be entitled to have their manumissions recorded without
the payment of any tax whatever, in the same manner as is hereinbefore men-
tioned and declared by the first clause of this Act, and_without the necessity
of any oath being previously made as to the fact of such person having bcen
duly registered, as is required by that clause.

CrLavse 4th.—And be it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the
authority aforesaid, that any person taking any oath by this Act required,
who shall swear’ falscly, shall be deemed, and is declared guilty of perjury;
and on being convicted thereof before the Court of King's Bench and Grand
Sessions of the Peace, shall suffer such punishment as the Court may award.

' Crause 5th.—And be it, and it is hercby enacted and ordained by the
authority aforesaid, that this Act shall not operate or be constraed to be in
force until His Majesty shall be graciously pleased to signify his Royal Assent

to the same.

(Signed) WiLLiaM ANDERSON, Speaker.
Passed the House of Assembly this 9th day of November 1825.

(Signed) J. H. NewMan, Clerk of Assembly.
Passed the Board of Council this 10th day of November 1825.

(Signed) Henry Trew, Clerk of Council.
Passed the Patent Office this 10th day of November 1825.

(Signed) S. A. Perry, Clerk of Patents.
Asscnted to this 10th day of November 1825.

(Signed) WILLIAM NICOLAY, Governor.

No. 4.

Government House, Dominica,
My Lorp, 26th November, 1825.

A BILL for meliorating the condition of the Slaves in this colony has gone
through a Committce of the House of Assembly, and is ordered to be en-
grossed.

The last packet from England made the voyage in so very short a time that
the dispatches from these islands must be closed much sooner than usual ;
otherwise I think I should have becen able to transmit the bill complete by that
opportunity, '

Ia the course of discussion the original draft underwent scveral alterations
which I understand are all in favour of the Slave. ’

I have, &c. .
(Signed) WILLIAM NICOLAY.

1 he Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
. §e. e e
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S /
\/GRENADA.

No. 1.

" My Lorp, Government House, Grenada, March 5, 1825.

I HAVE now the honour to inform your Lordship that a bill for the con-
solidation of all the Slave Laws, as well as for the amelioration of that class
of persous, has passed the House ot Assembly, and is now before the Council,
and I have every reason to believe that I shall be enabled by the next packet

to transmit the same passed into alaw, for the approval of His Majesty’s
Government. I have, &ec.

(Signed) GEO. PATERSON, President.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e: &e.

No. 2.

An Act transmitted to Earl Bathurst by the Officer Administering the

Government of Grenada.

An Act to consolidate all the Laws now in foree relating to the Slave
Population, for making more effectual provision for their main-
tenance and protection, and for the admissibility of their testimony
in certain cases.

PreamBLE.—WHEREAS it is expedicnt that the laws which bave been
cnacted for the government of Slaves should be revised and consolidated inte
one Act, and that further provisions should be made for their protection and
government.

~ CLAUSE 1.—May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted
by his Honour George Paterson, Esq. President and Commander in Chief in
and over the island of Grenada and its dependencies, the Members of His
Majesty’s Council, and the Representatives of the people of the said island
in General Assembly convened. And it is hereby epacted and ordained by
the authority of the same, that an Act made and passed on the 10th of De-
cember 1766, intituled, * An Act for the better government of Slaves,
“ and for the more speedy and effectual supj)ression of runaway Slaves.”
Also an Act made and passed on the 20th day of April 1767, intituled,
¢ An Act to prevent persons from hawking and pedling and carrying goods
“ about the town and country from house to house to sell and dispose of.”
Also so much of an Act made and passed on the st day of February 1770,
intituled, ¢ An Act to explain an(f) amend an Act to make Slaves, cattle,
¢ horses, mules, asses, coppers, stills, and plantation utensils, real estate of
« inheritance, and declaring widows dowable of them as of lands and tene-
“ ments, as relates to any tenant for life, tcnant by the curtesy, temant 1m
¢ dower, or husband heiding any Negro, or other Slave, and wilfully de
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¢ stroying, maiming, or disabling any Negro or other Slave so held.” Also
so much of an Act made and passed on the 3d day of April 1770, intituled,
¢ An Act against the unlawful practising of pretended surgeons and doctors,
¢ as relates to the punishment of a Slave or Slaves for any offeuce committed
“ by such Slave or Slaves against the provisions thereof.” Also so much of an
Act made and passed on the said 3d day of April 1770, intituled, *“ An Act for
“ preventing and punishing those who ‘shall wilfully fire, barn, or destroy
“ any canes, dwelling-houses, or any other edifices, as relates to the punish-
« ment of Slaves for offences against that Act.” Also so much of an Act
made and passed on the 3d day of February 1776, intituled, “ An Act for
“ the preservation of the harbour and bay of Saint George's, arpointing
“ regulations to be observed by masters of ships and other vessels coming
“into and anchoring therein, for impowering the Commander-in-Chief to
“ appeiut a Harbour-Master, and for fixing his salary as relates to the punish-
« ment of a Slave or Slaves for any offence committed by such Slave or
“ Slaves against the provisions thereof.” Also so much of the sixth, seventh,
and eighth clauses of an Act, made and passed on the 5th of July 1784,
intituled, “ An Act for the better regulation of foreign vesscls arriving in
¢ these islands, or found hovering about the coasts of the same, for pre-
s yenting the carrying off of mortgaged or other Slaves. by such foreign ves-
« sels, and for taking away the benefit of clergy from persons guilty of
«¢ gtealing Slaves, for apprchending suspected persons coming from I'rinidad,
¢ and for obliging owners of vessels to give security not to carry off debtors
“ or slaves without tickets, as therein directed, and for preventing small
“ boats or other vessels being run away with, as relates to offences therein
¢ ¢numerated with respect to Slaves and the punishment thereol.” Also so
much of an Act made and passed upon the 13th of October 1784, intituled,
“ An Act to establish regular markets in the different towns of this island,
“ to fix the prices of fresh provisions and other commodities brought to such
¢ markets for sule, empowering the Captain-General or Commander-in-Chief

- ¢ to appoint clerks of such markets, who are at the same time to be keepers

“ and inspectors of the public cages, empowering them to receive and confine
¢ thercin for a limited time disorderly persons committed by Justices of
# the Peace ; also to apprehend and confine Negroes, or other Slaves, com-
“ing from the country without tickets, appointing the mode of stamping
“ and regulating all weights and measures in the said towns and parishes,
¢ and appointing the mode of altering the prices of provisions as occasion
‘ may require, as relates to offences thereby ¢numerated as to Slaves, or their
“ punishment for the same.” Also so much of an Act made and passed
on the 21st day of October 1785, intituled, * An Act to amend an Act,
#¢ intituled, ¢ An Act for the preservatjon of the harbour and bay of St. George,
“ appointing regulations to be observed by Masters of ships and other vessels
“ coming into and anchoring therein, for empowering the Commander-in-Chief
¢ to appoint g Harbour Master, and for fixing his salary, and for limiting
 the boundaries of town lots and wharfs from encroaching on the said

“¢ harbour,” as relates to the punishment of Slaves for offences against the

¢ said Act.”* Also so much of an Act made and passed upon the 5th of October
1786, intituled, * An Act to prevent the spreading of canine madness, and to
““compel theburying or burning of the carcasses of decad animals in theseislands,”
as relates to the punishment of Slaves offending against the provisions of that
Act. Also so much of an Act made and passed on the 1st of May 1789, in-
tituled, ¢ An Act for the better regulation of the police of the town of Saint
¢¢ George and its neighbourhood, and for the more effectual prevention of the
“ sale of rum and other spirituous liquors to Slaves,” as enacts,  that every
““ male Slave, who on any occasion whatever, shall at any time between the
“ hours of nine o’clock of the night, and four o’clock of the ensuing morning,
““be in any of the said streets, %aues or squares, . or passing along the same,
£ she}l! either carry such lanthorn illuminated, or shall have a permission in
#¢ writing from his owner, renler, or employer of that night's date, or be
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¢ actually attending on his master, mistress, or possessor, and as relates
“to offences by Slaves against the provisions of this Act, and to their
¢ apprehension and punishment.” Also an Act macde and passed on the
24th of October 1789, intituled, < An Act for the more effectual trial
*“ and punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His Majesty’s Jus-
¢ tices of the Peace to appoint constables in cases of emer
of an Act, intituled, “ An Act for cestablishing a Court of Common Pleas
¢ and a Court ot Complaints, directing the modes of proceeding therein, pre-
< scribing the order of levying exccutions issued out of the courts formerly sub-
+¢ sisting, or hereafter to issue out of the courts hereby established tor limitine
< the times of making sales of effects levied on, and for regulating and restricting
< the conduct of the Secretary and Provost Marshal in their respective oﬂ‘ice;j
“¢ and removing doubts with respect 1o the expiration of the former Act for ro.
“‘.establishing the said courts™ as renders it lawful in cases of Slaves being sold
under exccutions, to scll the mother of any Slave or Slaves or her offspring
separate and apart from each other. Also an Act made and passed the 23d of
August 1791, intituled,  An Actto continue an Act, intitulcdl,) ‘Au Actfor the
“ more effectual trial and punishment of criminal Slaves, and to authorize His
¢ Majesty’s Justices of the Peace to appoint constables in cases of emergency.”’
Also the eighth clause of an Act made and passed the 2d of April 1792, intituled,
“ An Act to amend an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act to prevent the sudden further
“ increase of free Negroes and Mulattoes.”” And alsoto amend an Act,intituled,
“An Act for the better government of Slaves, and for the more speedy and effcc-
¢¢ tual suppression of runaway Slaves, and to ascertain what shall be evidence
¢ of the sealing of certificates respecting enfranchisement as directed to be made
“ by the Guardians of Slaves.” "Also an Act made and passed the 7th of Junc
1796, intituled, < An Act for the more effectual trial and punishment ot Slaves
“ who ay have been or may hereafter be concerned in the rebellion and insur-
“ rection now existing in this island.”  Also an Act made and passed the 13th
of May 1797, intituled, “ An Act for the punishment of Slaves under sentence
“ of banishment or confinement to hard labour in chains, who shall escape or
““ attempt to escape from their places of confinement or employment, and to
“¢ make it lawful for the Magistrates to condemn to hard labour in chains for
“¢ life or for a limited time Slaves conyicted under the several Acts for the trial
“ and punishmerit of criminal Slaves.” Also an Act made and passed the gth of
December 1797, intituled, ** An Act for the better protection and for promo-
“¢ ting the natural increase and population of Slaves within the island of Gre-
“ nada, and such of the Grenadines as are annexed to the government thereof,
“ for compelling an adequate provision for and care of them as well in sickuess
¢ and old age as in health, and for constituting and appointing guardians to
* effectuate and carry into execution the regulations and purposes of this Act.”
Also so much of an Act made and passed on the 24th of May 1799, intituled,
* An Act for establishing a canal for the purpose of facilitating the watering of
* His Majesty’s ships on this station, as well as of the merchant vessels in the
¢ port of Saint George, for providing a fund for the support and improvement
* of the same, and for appointing Commissioners to carry the same into exe-
¢ cution” as relates to the punishment of Slaves for offcnces committed against
that Act, shall be, and the same are hereby repealed : provided nevertheless
that all Acts expressly repealed by any of the said Acts shall be deemed and
taken to be, andp shall remain repealed.

Crause 2d.—And be it enacted by tune authority - aforesaid, that every
owner or possessor of Slaves belonging to or worked upon any plantation or
estate, or their attorney, agent, or representative, shall a//ow to each'and every
such Slave @ suficient portion of land adapted to the growth of provisions,
for their support and maintenance; and between the 1st day of May and the
31st day of January in each and every year, shall allow to cach and every such
Slave twenty-eight full working duys over and above Sundays, for the pur-
pose of cultivating the same at the discretion of such proprictor or possessor
of such Slaves, or their agents or represcutatives, and as to them may be

gency.” Alsoso much
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deemed most advantageous and beneficial to such Slaves: provided that in all
cases where it shall be found inconvenient for such owners or possessors of
Slaves to allow such portion of land for the purpose aforesaid, be, she, or they

shall, by some other ways and means, make good and ample provision for

such Slaves in lieu thereof, and such portions of land so to be allotted as

aforesaid, shall be personally inspected by the managers or overseers of every

such plantation or estate at least once in every month, in order that the same

may be seen to be properly kept up and cultivated, and that every owner or

possessor of such Slaves shall provide for and allow to every family of Slaves

a oood and comfortable house, with one or more cabannes or beds, raised at

Jeast one foot from the ground, and shall provide and give to each and every
such Slave a sufficient allowance weekly of salt and salt fish, or of such other
food as their ages and state of health may require; and shall provide and give

to cach and every such Slave sufficient clothing and blankets suitable to their

respective sex, age, and condition, and that every owner or possessor of Slaves

ot attached to or worked upon any plantation or estate, shall provide for and

furnish such Slaves with comfortable lodging, sufficient food, and decent
clothing ; and if any owner or possessor of Slaves shall neglect or refuse to

comply with the provisions hereinbefore specified, every person so offending

shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for every neglect or refusal.

Cravuse 3d.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that on com-
laint from any Slave or Slaves, or upon the information and complaint
of any other person or persons, or the fact coming to the knowledge of any
Justice of the Peace in any other manner that the provisions hereinbefore con-
tained, tor the maintenance and support of such Slave or Slaves, according to
the true intent and meaning of this Act, have not been complied with,
it shall and may be lawful to and for such Justice, and he is hereby required
to associate one or more Justice or Justices with him, and to proceed to the
plantation, estate or place whereon such Slave or Slaves is or are resident or
belonging, or to cause and command such Slave or Slaves, or such other
person or persona as such Justices may deem necessary, to be examined in the
premises, to appear before them, and such Justices shall and may enquire into
such complaint, and if necessary shall and may inspect the grounds, cloth-
ing, and lodging of such Slave or Slaves, and shall and may examine into their
general treatment, and for the more effectual discovery of the truth, it shall
and may be lawful for such Justices, on such enquiry, to administer to such
person or persons the following oath :— I, 4. B., will true answer make to
% such questions as shall be put to me, touching the clothing, feeding, main-
¢ tainance, and general treatment of the Slaves upon or belonging to the:
“ estate of or to ~—So help me God.”. And if any
free person or persons shall refuse to be sworn, or when sworn shall refuse to
answer such questions as shall be put to him or themn relative to such com-
laint or enquiry, he, she or they sﬁall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds: and if
it shall appear, on such complaint or enquiry, to the said Justices that any
offence hath been committed against the provisions hereinbefore contained for
the maintenance and support of such Slaves, then and in every such case they
are hereby authorized and strictly required to afford redress to such Slave or
Slaves. without delay, in manner and to the extent hereinafter specified, that
is to say, to each Slave belonging or attached to, and worked upon any plan-
tation or estate, one quarter of an acre of land, or a weekly allowance in money
of four shillings and sizpence currency in lieu thereof ; a weekly allowance of
one quarter of a pint of salt and two pounds of salt fish, or such other provi-
sions as may.be equivalent thereto; an annual allowance of clothing, as
follows, one penistoun or cloth jacket and three yards of cloth or penistoun,
or six yards of cloth or penistoun, eight yards of Osnaburgs or other linen of
equal strength or value, one hat, with needles and thread, and a triennial
allowance of one blanket; and to each Slave not attached to or worked upon
any plantation or estate a weekly allowance in money or provision equivalent
thereto to the value of six shillings currency, and an annual allowance of two
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suits of clothing : and such Justices are hereby authorized and empowered to
issue an order under their hands, requiring such owners or possessors of
Slaves to provide, furnish and give the allowances hereinbefore immediately
specified, or so much and such parts thereof as to the said Justices in their
discretion may seem meet; and for every neglect or refusal to com ly with
and obey such order, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundre pounds
<current money of the said islands.

Cravse 4th.—And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
owners or pessessors of Slaves, and their agents, attorneys and representatives
shdll, as much as in them lies, endeavour to instruct their Slaves in the prin.
«ciples of the Christian religion, and as soon as conveniently can be, cause to
‘e baptized all such adult Slaves not already baptized as they can make sen-
sible of a duty to God and the Christian Faith, and all Siaves hereafter to
be born within six months after their respeetive births, which ceremony
dhe clergymen of the respective parishes wherein such Slaves are resident
shall, and they are hereby required to perform gratis, and also to attend any
Slave or Slaves in sickness, when their spiritual aid may be required.

CrausE 5th.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall
-and may be lawful for any Slave who may be desirous .of intermarrying with
any other Slave belonging to the same owner or owners, to apply to any cler-
gyman of the established Church of England and Ireland, or priest of
the Roman Catholic religion, or other person thereto legally authorized
to solemnize any such marriage as aforesaid, who are, and each of them
ds hereby. required to solemnize the same : provided always that such Slaves
«shall produce to such clergyman, priest, or other person as aforesaid, a permis-
ston in writing from their owner or owners for that purpose : and provided
«also that such clergyman, priest, or other person, shall coasider such Slaves to
‘have an adequate knowledge of the nature of the marriage vow,

Crauske 6th.—And be it farther enacted, that upon every plantation or
restate in these islands, to which Slaves shall belong or be worked upon, there
shall be a good and sufficient hospital, of proper size and dimensions, accord-
ing to the number of Slaves on such plantation or estate, in a proper and
‘healthy situation, for the reception and care of all Slaves who shall complain
-of sickness, or meet with any accident or injury, or who shall or may, from
any infirmity or other cause, require to be received therein, and the owner,
pessessor, attorney, manager or person having the charge of such plantation
-and Slavesare hereby respoctively required and directed to keep an hospital-book
-with the names of the Slaves so admitted, the dates of their admission,
-and also of their dismission, or death, and in which book shall be inserted,
“by the surgeon or ether medical attendant of the said plantation, the nature
«of their complaint or diseases, prescriptions and treatment.

CrausE 7th.—And'be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful to or for
the proprietor, owner or possessor, of any plantation or estate, or any person
or persons employed by or under such proprietor, owner or possessor, except
in the act of manufacturing such species of produce as necessarily requires
night or extra labour, to compel or oblige any Stave belonging to or worked
upon such plantation or estate, to leave his or her house, in order to work in
the field ‘or at ‘his trade, until day-break, or to work during the times of
breakfasting and dining, for the first of which such Slaye shall be allowed one
half hour in the morning, and for the latter two hours, to wit, from twelve
-o'clock at noon to two in the atternoon, nor to compel any such Slave to work
-after sunset, except in the carrying of a bundle of grass or stock meat from
the field to the stable or other place where the same is to be consumed, under
the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

Crause 8th.—And in order that encouragement may be given to the in-
crease and protection of Negro infants, be it turther enacted by the authority

59



60

46

aforesaid, that every female Slave who shall have five children living belonging
to any plaatation or estate shall be allowed 52 days during the whole. year to
cultivate her provision grounds under the penalty of 51. currency for each day
emitted ; and it shall not be lawful for any person whatsoever to employ their
Slaves at-any kind of work on Sundays, except domestics, watchmen, stock-
keepers, am{ such Slaves as are employed in potting sugar: provided always

‘that such potting of sugar shall not be performed after the hour of 8 o'clock

in the morning, nor shall it be lawful for any person to put about or cause to
be worked any sugar mill between the hours of 10 o'clock on. Saturday night
and 4 o'clock on Monday morning, under the penalty in sach case of 10l
currency.

Cravuse 9th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no
master, owner, or possessor of any Slave or Slaves, whether in bis or her own
right, or as attorney, guardian, trustee, or otherwise however, shall under
any pretence whatsoever discard or turn away any Slaye or Slaves rendered
incapable of labour or service by reason of sickness or disorder, age or.infirm-
ity, but every master, owner, OT possessor, shall keep such Slave or. Slaves
upon his or their respective properties or premises, an feed and provide them
with wholesome food and decent comfortable clothing and lodging, and other
necessarics, and not suffer them for want thereof to wander about at large and
become a nuisance and burthensome to others for subsistence; and it shall
and may be lawful for any white or free-coloured person to take up all such
diséase({ or infirmi Slave or Slaves who may be found going about at ldarge as
above mentioned, and to carry him, her, or them, before any of His Majesty’s
Justices of the Peace, who shall, and he is hereby directed to make imme-
diate enquiry into the conduct of the master, owner, or possessor of such
Slave or Slaves, and if it shall appear to the said Justice that the-Slave or
Slaves going about at large be owing to. neglect or.. mal-treatment’ from
the owner or possessor, he, she,.cr they. so..offending. shall:forfeit for-every
such offence the sum of 50l. current money ; and such owner or -possessor
shall forthwith enter into recognizance in the sum of 100l. with twe sufficient
sccurities in the sum of 50l. cach, that the Slaves in future shall be well
treated, lodged, fed, and clothed, but in case of neglect or refusal to enter into
recognizance as aforesaid, then it shall and may be lawful for the Justice to
commit the Slave to the charge of the cage-keeper of the nearest town where
taken -up, to be by him lodged and fed, ‘for which he shall be entitled to re-
ceive from the owner or possessor at the rate of half a dollar per diem, reco-
verable on his goods and chattels weeklly;, by warrant under the hand and seal
of any Justice of the Peace until he, she, or they shall enter into such recog-
nizance as aforesaid. '

Crausk 10th.—And be it further enacted by the-authority aforesaid, that
no owner, proprietor, attorney, manager, or person or persons having the
charge or management of any Slave or Slaves, having occasion to inflict a
punishment on any such Slave or Slaves beyond fifteen lashes, shall not inflict
the same without the presence of @ person of free condition, nor shall he, she,
or they inflict,or cause or knowingly suffer to be inflicted on any Slave any cor-
poral punishment exceeding 25 lashes for any offence on the day on which
the same shall - be committed under a penalty of 101, and no owner, pro-
prietor, atlorney, manager, or person or persons having the charge or manage-
ment of any Slave shall inflict or- cause to be inflicted any punishment by
flogging for a second offence un the same day on which punishment for a former
offence hath been inflicted, nor until the delinquent has recovered from the ef-
fects of former punishment under the penalty of 10l. for every such excess or
repetition of punishment: provided always that in all cases where the owner,
proprietor, attorney, manager, or other person having charge of any Slave or
Slaves shall conceive the fault committed, the same not being cognizable
la‘w..to be of such enormity as to deserve more exemplary punishment than 1s
herein before allowed to be inflicted, it shall and may be. lawful for such



47

owner; proprietor, attorney, manager, or such other person. as aforesaid, to
cause such ofending Slave or Slaves to be carried before any one or more Jus-
tice or Justices of the Peace, and such Justice or Justicesis and are hereby
authorized and required to hear and examine into every such complaint, and
to direct such corporal punishment, not extending to life or limb, as the offence
shall in Ais or their discretion merit; after which punishment, inflicted by
the order of the Justices as aforesaid, no further or other punishment whatever
shall be inflicted on such Slave for that offence by any person or persons
whomsoever under the like penalty of 10l.; and the Justices before whom such
Slave or Slaves shall be brought, shall enter into a book to be kept for that
purpose, the nature of the complaint and the punishment inflicted by their
orcer; and that every such owner or possessor of Slaves attached to, and
worked upon any plantation or estate shall keep or cause to be kept a record
of all and every the crimes and punishments committed and inflicted upon
such estate or plantation, and such record so to be kept on every such plan-
tation or estate shall be produced when called for by any Justice of the Peace,
upon any enquiry into any complaint of ill-treatment of such Slaves : provided
always that it shall not be necessary to enter into such record any punishment
which shall not exceed ten lashes. '

Crause 11th.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
proprietor, attorney, manager, overseer, or other person, having the charge
or direction of Slaves, shall upon any pretence whatsoever, take upon himself
or herself to inflict, or cause or knowingly suffer to be inflicted, on any Sluve
or Slaves any heavier, greater or other kind of .corporal punishment than

~ herein-before limited and prescribed, or to inflict punishment at other and

different times than herein-before mentioned, such proprietor or attorney,
manager, overseer, or other person-having the charge or direction of Slaves,.

shall, for every such offence, be proeceded against by presentment, inform-
ation, or indictment, in a Court of Criminal Juris(ﬁ'ction, to be holden for
this island, and if found guilty, shall be punished by fine or imprisonment, or
both, at the diseretion of the Court wherein such cffender shall have been
tried and convicted. '

Crausk 12th.—And it is hereby further enacted, that no Slave or S/aves
shall carry any whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature, as a mark or
emblem of his, her, or their authority while superintending the labour of any
Slave or Slaves in or upon any plantation or estate; and the person or
persons so cffending, and each and every person who shall or may direct,
authorize, instigate, procure, or be aiding, assisting, or abetting in any such
illegal use or exhibition of any such whip, cat, or other instrument, as afore-
said, shall be deemed adjudged and taken to be guilty of a misdemeanour,
aad being thereof convicted, shall suffer such punishment as the Court before:
which such misdemeanour is cognizable shall 1n-its discretion direct.

Crause 13th.—And be it also enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if

any owner or possessor of a Slave or Slaves, or if any person or persons what.’

soever shall wantonly or cruelly cut, wound, maim, or mutilate, or kecp in
confinement without sufficient support, any Slave or Slaves, ‘he, she, of they
shall be liable to be prosecuted for each and every such offence’by. information
or indictment at any Court of Criminal Jurisdiction to be holden for these
islands ; and, upon conviction, shall be punished by fine of not less than one
hundred pounds nor exceeding five hundred pounds, or by imprisonment not
exceeding twelve months, or both, at the discretion of the Court for each and
every Slave so injured as aforcsaid. And such punishment 1s declared to be
without prejudice to any action that may be brought for the recovery of
damages -for any loss. or injury that shall be sustained by any person or
persons interested in such Slave or Slaves in case such Slave or Slaves shall
not be the absolute or entire property of the offender. And if it shall happen
that the person or persons committing the offences aforesaid against any Slave
or Slaves being thercof convicted shall be the owner of such Slave or Slaves,
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the Court is thereby authorized and empowered to direct the Provost Marshat
of these islands, or his lawful Deputy, to take possession ot such Slave or
Slaves, and to cause him, her, or them, to be forthwith sold and disposed of
to such person as he shall judge proper, and for such price as he shall deein
fair and adequate, and can be procured for the same; and aftér deducting the
expence of clothing and supporting of such Slave or Slaves while under his
care out of the money to arise by such sale, he shall pay such balance as may
remainin his hands to the owner as aforesaid ; and such sale’by the said Provost
Marshal General, or hislawful Deputy, shall be deemed valid and sufficient in
law to vest the absoliite property of such Slaves or Slaves in the purchaser or
purchasers thereof; or the said Court, in their discretion, are heréby autho-
rized to declare and adjudge such Slave or Slaves to be frec and discharged of
and from all manner of servitude whatsoever; and to order and direct any
part or portion of any fine by them imposed upon the owner or other person
1n ‘charge of ‘such Slave or Slaves to be paid by way of annuity out of the
public treasury of this island for the support and maintenance of such Slave
or Slaves, with which order the Puablic Treasurer for the time being is hereby
sttictly enjoined to comply.

Crause 14th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
upon the prosecution of any person for wantonly and improperly punishing
or confining a Slave, such person being the owner; possessor, or party under
whose immediate charge or ‘protection such Slave may have been, or be the
Slave so alleged to be illegally punished, shall and may be produced and
examined before th¢ Grand Jury, and if the Grand Jury shall find a bill of
indictment against the'party so accused, it shall and may be lawful for the
Court before which such prosecution shall be instituted, to admit such Slave
as a competent witness to be examined on the trial of such indictment, not-
withstanding such Slave shall be unable .to produce to the Court the certi-
ficates required by this’ Act to render him a competent witness in the cases
hereinafter provided for.

Crause 15th.—And be it farther enacted, that in case any Justice of the
Peace shall receive any complaint or probable intelligence from any Slave, or
otherwise, that'any Slave or Slaves has or have been wantonly or improperly

unished or confined, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, it
shall and may be lawful to and for such Justice to associate one or more Jus-
tices with him, and for such Justices to issue their warrant to any constable,
ofdering him immediately to proceed to the place where such Slave or Slaves is
or are,and to bring him, her, or them before the said Justices, who are hereby-
authorized to commit the said Slave or Slaves to the gaol, or such other place
as they shall deem proper, until enquiry shall be made int the facts; and if
upon such enquiry it shall be found that the said complaint is true, the said
Justices thereupon shall take such measures as to them may scem proper for
the prosecution of the person or persons against whom' such -complaint is
made, and shall and may direct, by warrant under their hands to be directed.
to the Public Treasurer, such allowance to be paid to such Slave or Slaves as
they shall deem sufficient until such Slave or Slaves shall be discharged, or
otherwise disposed of ; but if it shall appear that such complaint was ground-
less, the said Justices shall punish the complainant, and the person giving infor-,
mation thereof, if a free person, by imprisonment, not exceeding thirty days,
and, if a Slave, by any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine, or com-
mitment to hard labour for a period not exceeding thirty days, and the costs.
and charges of the prosecution of the offender, and maintenance of the injured
Slave or Slaves, shall be borne and paid by the public, uinless the Justice
before whom such eomplaint shall be made shall order and direct otherwise.

Crause 16th.—And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and safety of
these islands to suffer Slaves to continue out as runaways, and it is hecessary
to declare and make known what Slaves shall be deemed runaways, be it
further enacted, that any Slave or'Slaves who - shall be absent from his, her,
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or their owner or employer without leave on any working days for forty-eight
hours, without a ticket or permit shall be deemed a runaway.

Crause 17th.—And be it further enacted, that after any Negro or othetr -

Slave is runaway from his or her master, mistress, owner or renter’s service,
or the service of 'any person or persons having the charge of such Slave or
‘Slaves, "or who ‘shall escape from confinement, each ang every person who
shall entertain, harbour, receive, or conceal, or anywise aid, assist, comfort, or
give any sustenance to such Slave, knowing him or her to be so runaway, shall
upon conviction before one of the Justices of the Peace, for each offence, if a
free person, forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds currency of this island for
every Slave so harboured, and the further sum of six shillings per day for
each and every day such Slave or Slaves shall be so harboured or employed,
and if a Slave, he or she, shall be publicly whipped with any number of
stripes not exceeding twenty-five; and if it shall happen that any such
offender or offenders, being Slaves, shall be convicted the second time of the
like offence, he, she, or they upon such secoud conviction shall be adjudged
ta be publicly whipped with any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-
nine, and so in proportion for each subsequent offence.

€rause 18th.—And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful
for any person or persons to apprehend and take up any Slave or Slaves that
shall be found off or from the plantation of his or her owner, renter, or em-
ployer, or out of the town or plantation wherein his or her owner, renter, or
employer actually then is or usually resides (except Negroes employed in
bringing water or other necessaries for the use of; or-shall be attending upoen
such owuer, renter, or employer) without a permission in writing by him or
them signed ; and the person so apprehending such Slave is hereby required
to conduct, or cause him or her to be conducted in forty-eight hours to the
plantation, habitation, or usual place of residence of the owner, renter, or
em};lIOyer of such Slave, who is hereby required to pay the apprehender of
such Slave nine shillings if taken up within two miles of such owner, renter,
or employer’s plantation or habitation, or the town or plantation wherein or
whereon he or she usually resides; or. at the time of such apprehending
actually had been at least forty-eight hours absent from the service of such
owner, renter, or employer; and if taken up at any greater distance nine
shillings, and three shillings for every computed mile such Slave is conducted ;
and if the.owner, renter, or employer of such runaway shall refuse to pay
such reward and charges if sent to him or her, then such runaway shall be
sent to the common gaol, and the Provost Marshal, or his lawful Deputy, is
hereby directed to pay the same reward and charges for bringing in the said
runaway at the rate per mile aforesaid, and also the sum of nine shillings
over and above the said reward and charges. And if such owner, renter, or
employer of such runaway shall detain such runaway in his or her possessioa,
without paying the reward and charges as aforesaid, the same, with the penalty.
.of nine shillings, shall be recovered in a summary manner, before any one
Justice of the Peace upon complaint, and the oath of the informer of such

offence, which said Justice shall issue his warrant of distress in nature of an

execution directed to any Constable to levy the same with the charges on the
goods, chattels, or other effects of such owner, renter, or employer. And the
goods, chattels, or other eflects of such owner, renter, or employer so levied on,
such Constable is hereby required to expose to'sale under the same regula-
tions, conditions, and restrictions, as-are appointed for the sale of the goods
and chattels of defendants taken in- execution by the Provost Marshal of
these islands. And it shall and may be lawful for such Constable to take and

deduct-the same fees as the said Provost Marshal may in like cases legally

take, receive, and-deduct. - _ :
Crause 19th.—And be it further enacted, that the Provost Marshal Gene-

ral,-or. his Jawful Deputy, shall receive all runaways into his castody, and if

brought.by a Slave to be accompanied by a note from a white or free person,
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which note the Marshal shall produce if required; and the said Provost

Marshal General, or his lawful Deputy, shall keep the said Slave or Slaves in

safe custody, and shall affix a list of the names of 'such runaway Slaves in his

custody on the Court-house door, and shall further cause an advertisement to

be inserted in the public Gazette of this island, within six days after receiving
each Slave into the common gaol, containing the name or names of such Slave

or Slaves in his custody, the name of the owner or owners if known, but if

not known an exact description of the person of such Slave or Slaves, which

advertisement shall be republished once in every month whilst such Slave or

Slaves shall continue in gaol and not oftener.

Crausk 20th.—And be it further enacted, that in case any negro or other
person committed to the common gaol as a runaway Slave, shall alledge him-
self or herself to be free, it shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the
Peace upon application made to him, to associate with him two or more Jus-
tices of the Peace for the purpose of enquiring into the truth of the matters,
which Justices shall within ten days after such applicaticn cause due notice to

be given in the several newspapers of this island, and the said Justices shall

investigate, enquire, and examine the truth of such allegation ; and if it shall

-appear to such Justices that such person so detained as a runaway Slave is

free, such person shall be forthwith discharged, and in case it shall appear to
such Justices that such person is a Slave, he or she shall be remanded to the
common gaol : provided always, and it is hereby declared, that the decision of
such Justices shall be without prejudice to the party claiming any right or
title to such person as a ranaway Slave, or to their prosecution by such per=
son detained as a runaway, of his or her rightor title to his or her freedom,
or for damages by reason of his or her illegal detention or imprisonment.

Ciause 21st.—And be it further enacted, that the Provost Marshal Ge-
neral, or hislawful Deputy, shall be entitled to and be paid seven shillings and
sixpence for taking such Slave into his custody, and one shilling each twenty-
four hours the Slave shall continue in prison f}(’)r his or her maintenance, and
upon the delivery of any Slave to the owner. or possessor of the same, he
shall be paid the further sum of four shillings and sixpence, besides the nine
shillings for taking up, and three shillings per mile, and the nine shillings
geualty which the party who may have brought the said Slave to gaol shall

ave received ; and if any Slave or Slaves shall continue in prison for three
months after publication as aforesaid, such ‘Slave or Slaves shall be sold ‘at
public sale, and the proceeds of such sale shall, after payment of all lawful
charges, together with five pounds per centum commission on the sale,
be returned to the owner of such Slave, or if such owner be unknown, to the
Treasurer for the time being, for the use of the public until the owner shall
appear; and the Provost Marshal, or his lawful Deputy, shall be obliged upon
oath to account and pay over once in every year at least, unto the Treasurer for
the time being, all such sums ot money as he shall have received on account
of the sale of such Slaves, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every
neglect or default.

Crause 22d.—And be it further enacted, that no negro or other person de-
tained as a runaway Slave or Slaves so claiming their freedom as aforesaid,
shall be sold by the Provost Marshal General until such meeting of Justices
has been convened and held, and such investigation, enquiry, and exami-
nation had, and without the same being certified by the }ustices attending
such meeting under their hands and seals, and filed with the Clerk of the
Crown at the public expense, and the sale of any runaway Slave or Slaves so
claiming their freedom, made without such certificate being obtained, shall
be, and the same is hereby declared to be null and void to all intents and pur-
poses whatsoever, ' '

Crausg 23d.—And be it further enacted, that in case the Prova?t Marshal
General, or his lawful Deputy, shall refuse to pay the person apprehending any
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runaway the several sums of money hereinbefore directed to be paid, or
shall refuse to reccive the said Slave so apprehended, or shall negléct or refuse
to put up and publish his, her, or their names, or shall wilfully or negligently
suffer any runaway received by him to escape, or shall refuse to deliver an
runaway to his owner, or possessor, on tender of his legal fees, and all dis-
bursements, for every such offence the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful
Deputy, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding two hundred pounds current
money, to be levied on his goods and chattels by warrant under the hand and
seal of any Justice of the Peace to be directed to the Corouer.

CLAUSE 24th.—And be it further cnacted, that if any Slave shall run away
from his or her owner, or possessor, and continue absent for a term exceeding
six months, such Slave being convicted thereof before any two Justices of the
Peace shall be sentenced to be confined to hard labour for such time as such
Justices shall direct, or be transported for life according to the magnitude of
the offence ; and if any Slave shall run away as aforesaid, and continue absent
for any time not exceeding six months, such Slave upon conviction thereof
shall for the first offence suffer such punishment, by whipping or confinement
to hard labour not exceeding thrce months, as the said two Justices shall think

proper to direct, but if the said Slave hath frequently run away, and is proved

to the satisfaction of such Justices to be an incorrigible runaway, he shall be
subject to the same punishment as if he or she had been runaway from his or
her said owner or possessor, and continued absent for a term exceeding six
months, and such Slave being convicted thereof, shall ‘be sentenced to hard
labour, or be transported for life as the said Justices shall direct.

Crausg 25th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it
shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, and he is hereby autho-
rised and required, upon complaint made to him on oath that any Slave or
Slaves are runaway, and have absented themselves froin the service of their
owners or employers, to grant a warrant to search for and apprehend all such
runaway Slaves, as_also such Slaves as the complainant shall have just cause
"to suspect to be guilty of wilfully entertaining, harbouring, or concealing such
runaway Slaves ; and it shall and may be lawful for any person or persons so
authorised by warrant as aforesaid, to enter any Negro-house or houses, or
other place occupied by any Slave or Slaves, either in town or country, by day
or night, to search for any Slave or Slaves, having first given notice to the
master, owner, manager, or overseer on the plantation to which such house
or houses, or other place as atoresaid, belong, or proprietor, or occupier of any
house in town not belonging to any such plantation, and after such warrant
obtained, and notice given as aforesaid, to break open the door or doors of such
Negro-houses or rooms into which admittance shali have been refused.

Crause 26th.—And be it further enacted, that if any Slave or Slaves shall
be absent from the plantation to which such Slave or Slaves belong with any
fire arms, cutlass, sword, pike, lance, or other hurtful arms, unless such Slave
or Slaves shall be so possessed thercof for the purpose of cultivating his mas-
ter's land, or his or their own garden or gardens, ot having a ticket from the
owner or possessor of such Slave for carrying the same, or not being in com-
pany or under the direction ot a free person, any person or persons niay seize
such Slave with the arms or weapons, or the arins and weapons alone, and
carry such Slave and arms, or arms only, before a Justice of the Peace, and it
shall and may be lawful for such Justice to order such arms to be for-
feited.

Crause 27th.—And it is further enacted, that if any person whatsoever
shall hereafter sell, -barter, or give any Slave any fire-arms, cutlasses, or of-
fensive weapons without a ticket or leave from the master of such Slave, he,
she,. or they shall forfeit ten pounds current money of these islands for each
offence.

CrAusE 28th.—And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for
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any Slave or Slaves to beat any drum, or use any- other loud instruments for
their diversion or entertainment after the hour of ten o'clock at night, and if
the owner or possessor of any plantatation in the country, or house in any
town in these islands shall knowingly permit his or their Slaves to beat any
drums or use any other loud instruments after the hour of ten o'clock at

night, such person or persons so offending on conviction before any Justice of
the Peace shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds currency.

CrausE 29th.—And whereas several Slaves have found means to desert from
their owners and depart trom these islands, and there is reason to believe that
such Slaves have been aided and assisted in such escape and departure
by other persons ; be it therefore further enacted, that if any person or per-
sons whatsoever shall carry off, or attempt to carry off, any Slave or Slaves
from these islands, without leave of the owner of such Slave or Slaves, or shall
aid, abet, or assist therein, and being thereof convicted, such person or per-,
sons so offending shall be, and he, she, or they are hereby declared and
adjudged to be guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy : and if any free
person or persens shall aid or assist, or shall persuade, entice, delude or
endeavour to prevail on any Slave in the lawful possession of another to leave
these islands, or to go away from the service of the party so in possession, with
a view or design of afterwards leaving these islands, such person or persons
shall and may be prosecuted before the Supreme Court of Judicature for a
misdemeanour, and shall and may be fined and imprisoned at the discretion
of the said Court; and if a Slave or Slaves, he, she, or they shall and may, on
conviction before any two Justices of the Peace, be punished by their order,in
such exemplary manner, not extending to life or limb, as they shall think fit;
and that if any Slave or Slaves shall run away from his or their owner or owners,
employer or employers, and go off, or conspire or attempt to conspire to go off
from any of these islands in any ship, boat or canoe, or other craft whatsoever,
he, she or they so running away, and goirg off or conspiring and attempting to
go off, and being thereof convicted, shall in like manner be punished by the
order of any two or more Justices of the Peace, in such exemplary manner,
pot extending to life or limb, as they shall think fit: provided always, that it
any person guilty of having been aiding or assisting only in unlawfully car-
ring off any Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, shall voluntarily make discovery and
information, on oath before any Justice of the Peace of these islands, of any

.master of a vessel or other principal person so carrying off, or ordering and

directing the unlawful carrying off of the same, or of any other Slave, so that
such master or other principal person shall be apprehended and brought
to justice; every offender so discovering and informing shall stand acquitted
and discharged of any such his offence then before committed, and for which
no prosecution. shall then be commenced. :

CLAUSE 30th.—And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons (free
or Slave) shall be found at unseasonable hours of the night lurking, waiting or
loitering near the sea in any part of these islands, and appearing to have cor-
respondence with any vessel at anchor or hovering near the coasts of the same,
or from any other circumstance suspected to be there with intent to carry
off, or to aid or assist in the carrying off of Slaves, any person or persons
whatsoever shall and may on the spot, and without warrant, seize and appre-
hend such person or persons so lurking, waiting or loitering, and detain him,
her or them in custody, until he, she or they can conveniently be carried
before some Justice of the Peace ; and if such person or persons shall not
give a satisfactory account of themselves and of their business there, or
otherwise make it appear to the satisfaction of such Justice that they were not
there for any unlawful purpose, every such person shall and may be committed
by such Justice for trial for such offence. :

CLausE 31st.—And whereas great abuses and dangerous consequences have
res\.xlted from a practice of: ‘many of the inhabitants, both in town and country,
selling Tum to Slaves ‘without a permission from their- owners, renters or
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employers : for remedy whereof, and prevention of the same, be it enacted b

the authority aforesaid, that no person whatsoever by him.sélﬂ, or any Slavg
either in town or country, shall sell or barter rum, oy any other épirituous li
«quors, be the quantity ever so small, to or with any Slave, without a permis«
sion under the hand of the owner, reater or employer of such Slave, under

the penalty of fifty pounds current money of these islands for each offence.
Crause 32d.—And be it further enacted, that if at any time between the

hours of nine od'clock at night and four o'clock in the morning any Slave
.or Slaves shall be found in any streets, lanes or squares in the town of Saint
George, unless such 8lave or Slaves shall be in the actual attendance upon his
her or their owner or possessor, or have a permiss}on in writine from such,
owner or employer, it shall and may be lawful to and for any fr:e pei'son or
persons, and he and they, and every of-them are hereby authorized and
required to apprehend, take up and carry such Slave or Slaves to the cage in
the said town, and there deliver him, her or them to the keeper thereof, ‘who
is hereby requiljed to keep and detain him, her or them in the said cage uantil
the next morning, unless the owner or employer of such Slave or Slaves shal}
sooner demand him, her or them. '

CrausE 33d.—And beit enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ifany Slave
or Slaves shall be found-swearing or uttering obscene language, or committing
any indecent act in the public streets, highways or any other place, or
gaming, getting drunk in tippling-houses, quarrelling or fighting, cruelly
whipping, beating or ill-using any animal, or furiously driving any cart,

waggon or other carriage, or shall wilfully gallop, canter or trot any horse ot"

mule within the precinets of the town of Saint George, such Slave or Slaves
shall, on conviction before any Justice of the Peace, be punished at the discre-
tion of such Justice, not exceeding twenty-five lashes ; and all constables are
strictly enjoined and required to use their best endeavours to prevent Slaves
from gaming, assembling in tippling-houses or grog-shops, or meeting at
unlawful hours for the purpose’of dancing or otherwise.

Crause 34th.—And be it further enacted, that if any free person gr per-
sons, or any Slave or Slaves shall knowingly suffer any person to game in {mjr
house or outhouse in his charge, or shall be found gaming with any Slaye
or Slaves, such person or persons shall and may be apprehended and taken
before a Justice of the Peace in the parish in which such person or persons
shall be apprchended, who is hereby authorized and empowered to inflict on
such person or persous, if a Slave or Slaves, such corporal pynishment, by

whipping, not exceeding twenty-five stripes, as any such Justice shall, upon -

conviction thereof before him in his discretion order and direct, and if a free
person, shall and may commit such free person to the common gaol of this
island, for any period of time not exceeding six days.

Crause 35th.—And whereas it is absolutely necessary to use all practi~
cable efforts to prevent the many mischiefs that may hereafter arise from
the wicked persons going under the appellation of ¢ Obcah men and
women,” and pretending to have communication with the Devil and
other evil spirits, whereby the weak and superstitious are deluded into
belief of their baving full power to exempt them, whilst under their pro-
tection from many evils that may happen: be it therefore enacted, that
any person or persons, whether free or Slaves, who shall pretend to use
any art or mystery with the intent, or so as to affect the life or health of any
Slave or other person, or who shall mix or prepare, with an intent to give or
cause to be given, any poison or poisonous or noxious drug, pounded glass, or
other deliterious matter in the practice of obeah, or otherwise, although death
may not ensue on the taking thereof; or who shall have in his, her, or their
possession any poisonous drugs, pounded glass, parrott’s beaks, dog’s teeth,
alligator’s teeth, or other materials notorious]y used in the practice of obeah
.or witcheraft; and in a state of evident preparation for carrying on such dan-
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gerous and nefarious practice, or who shall be found at any meeting formed.
either for the purpose of administering unlawful oaths, by drinking human
blood ¥hixed with rum, grave dirt, or otherwise, or for any other unlawful or
dangerous purpose whatsoever, such person or persons shal}, upon conviction
thereof, be deemed guilty of felony, and shall suffer death, transportation, or
such other punishment as the Court shall think proper to direct.

Crause 36th.—And be it further enacted; that if any person or persons
having knowledge of such unlawful practices or meetings as aforesaid, shall
not forthwith give information thereof to a J ustice of the Peace, such person
or persons, if free, shall and may be prosecuted before the Supreme Court of
Judication, and on conviction shall suffer such punishment by fine or impri-
sonment, or both, as the said Court shall order and adjudge ; and if a Slave or
Slaves, shall and may be prosecuted before any two Justices of the Pcace, and
on conviction suffer such punishment by public whipping as such Justices
shall direct.

Crausk 37th.—And be it further enacted, that if any Slave or Slaves
shall-enter into or be concerned in any rebellion or rebellious couspiracy,
or commit any murder, manslaughter, felony, burglary, or robbery, or wils
fully set fire to any houses, out-houses, Negro-houses, cane pieces, grass, or
corn pieces, or break into such houses, out-houses, or Negro-houses, in the
day time, no person being therein, and steal thereout, or shall steal any
horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or ass, or shall kill any sucﬂ
horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or ass, with intent to steal
the whole carcase or any part of the flesh thereof, or compass or imagine the
death of any free-person, and declare the same by some overt act, or commit
any other crime which would subject free persons to be indicted for felony,
such Slave or Slaves shall for such offence or offences be indicted and tried In
the Supreme Court of Judicature of this island, in all respects in the same

manner as such free persons, and upon conviction thereof, suffer death,

trahspottation, or such other punishment as such Slave, if free, would be liable
to suffer; and the Court shall assign counsel for each prisoner or prisoners,

.qand the fees and expenses necessarily incurred in the defence of such prosccu-
“tion shall be chargeable to the public of this island, and the several accounts

thereof. be rendered annually to the Committee of Public Accounts, and pro-
vided for and paid as other accounts against the public.

Crausk 38th.—And be it further enacted, that if any Slave or Slaves,
when lawfully committed for any trcason or felony, shall escape, break loose,
or run away from the place of his, her, or their confinement, such Slave or
Staves shall on conviction thereof be declared guilty of felony, without benefit
of clergy ; and if any Slave or Slaves who shall have been by sentence of any
Court transported from the Government shall return thereto, he, she, or they
stllall on conviction thereof be declared guilty of felony, without benefit of
clergy.

Crauske 39th.—And be it turther enacted, that if any master of any ship or
vessel shall knowingly or wilfully bring back to this island any Negro or other
Slave who shall have been transported from this island, under and by virtue
of this Act, or any other Act heretofore in force respecting Slaves, such master
being convicted thereof by indictment in the Supreme Court of Judicature of
this 1sland, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds for each Slave so
brought back, and shall suffer imprisonment at the discretion of the Court for
any space of time not less than three months, and not exceeding twelve months
without bail or mainprize, ’

CrausE 40th.—And be it further enacted, that when any Slave shall be
sentenced to death, transportion, or confinement to hard labour for life, the
Court and Jury before which any such Slave or Slaves so sentenced shall be
tried ?.nd convicted, shall value the said Slave at such sum as they in their
consciences shall dcem him or her to be worth, and shall certify the same to
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the Public Treasurer of the island of Grenada, who is hereby authorised: to
pay to the owner the amount of the sum mentigned in such certificate ; and
all Slaves condemned to confinement in chains to hard labour.for life, or to
he transported, shall from and immediately after such appraisement become
the property of the public, and the owner be divested of all claim therein.

CrAusk 41st.—And be it also enacted, that if any Slave or Slaves shall be
guilty of ‘anly offence, which, by the laws of England, or the laws in force
within this Island, would be deemed petty larceny, misdemeanour, or other
inferior offence, for the trial whereof no other provision has been made, such
Slave or Slaves shall be tried in a summary manner before two or more Jus-
tices of the Peace, reasonable notice of the time and place of such trial being
given to the owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves, or, in his absence,
to the attorney or attornies, or other person or persohs having the care of such
Slave or Slaves; and the said Justices of the Peace shall, on conviction of
such Slave or Slaves, order and direct such corporal punishment as’ they:
shall think proper, not exceeding fifty stripes, or imprisonment for any term
not exceeding six months, or confinement to hard labour.

CrAuse 42d.—And be it enacted, that the clerk to the Magistrates of the
parish, town, or district, before whom any Slave shall be tried, shall receive
for his attendance and making out the order of the Magistrate on such trial
the sum of thirty-six shillings per day; and the constable, for attending the
trial and execution of the order of the Magistrates thereon, shall receive the
sum of eighteen shillings per day, which said several fees shall be paid upon
the order of the Magistrates either by the prosecutor, the proprietor of the
Slave, or, in his absence, on his account by his attorney, or the person having
charge of the Slave against whom complaint is made, or by the public, at the
discretion of such Magistrates.

Crause 43d.—Whereas it is necessary that all public punishments of
Slaves, in pursuance of the sentences of one or more Magistrates, under and
by virtue of this Act, should be inflicted under the direction of a prudent and
discreet person ; be it therefore enacted, that the superintendence of all cor-
poral'ﬁnishment, in pursuance of any sentence or sentences of any one or
more Magistrates, shall be annexed to the office of the clerks of the markets
of the respective towns within this island, who shall severally provide a
proper person or persons, at his or their own expence, to inflict all such
punishment, and shall keep and take care of all such Slaves during their
confinement in the cage ; and the said clerks of the markets shall be entitled
to demand from the Public Treasurer of this island, for the superintendence
of each punishment, the sum of six shillings currency.

CLAUSE 44th.—And whereas frequent thefts and burglaries have of late
taken place, and there is reason to believe that such thefts and burglaries have
been committed by free persons, aided and assisted by Slaves ;: and whereas it
will tend very much to the protection of property and to social order to admit
the testimony of Slaves in certain cases, be it therefore enacted, by the au-
thority aforesaid, that from and after the publication of this Act, it any free
person or persons shall be found associating with any Slave or Slaves, gaming,
dancing, (E'inking in tippling-houses, or in the commission of any crime or
offence, or who shall harbour or employ any runaway Slave or Slaves, knowing
them to be such, the testimony of any Slave shall be received against such free
person or persons in all cases except where the life of such free person or per-
sons may be affected.

Crause 45th.—And whereas by the laws at present in force for regulating
the public markets the hours thereby limited may not afford sufficient time
for the sale of provisions and other articles necessary for the consumption of
the inhabitants, be it therefore enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that, in
addition to the time already appointed for holding such markets, the market
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hours on Thursday throughout the year shall be extended from six o'clock in
the morning until six o'clock in the evening.

Crausk 46th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
no shop or store in any of the towns in this island shall be kept open on Sun-
days, under a penalty of ten pounds for every offence;; provided that nothing
feremn contained shail extend to prevent the dressing or relling meats, bread,
fish, and other necessaries of life, on that day, by any person or persons
whatsoever.

Crause 47th.—And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that when
any person or persons shall be charged or accused of the crime of murder, fe-
lony, or other offence, which, under the laws now in force, shall subject any
person or persons to suffer death or transportation, it shall and may be lawful
to examine as a witness or witnesses, on his, her, or their corporal oath or
oaths, any Slave or Slaves before any Judge, Justice of the Peace, Grand
Jury, or Petty Jury, in any Court within these islands having cognizance
of such crimes ; provided always that the Slave or Slaves produced as a witness °
or witnesses shall produce before such Judge, Justice of the Peace, or the
Court to which suc{: Grand Jury or Petty Jury are summoned, a certificate of
his, her, or their baptism, under the hand of the clergyman of the parish in
which he, she, or they shall have been resident at the time of his or their
baptism, or an extract of the entry of such baptism from the registry of such
parish.or cure ; and also a certificate, under the hand of a clergyman, or of the
proprietor; or attorney of the proprietor of such Slave produced as a witness'or
witnesses, that such Slave or Slaves is or are of good character and repute, and
that he, she, or they has or have been so far instructed in the principles of
religion as in the judgment of the party certifying adequately to understand
the nature and obligation of an oath; and provided also, that if, on exami-
nation by the Court before which such Slave or Slaves is or are produced as a
witness or witnesses, the Court shall be satisfied with such certificates, and of
the accuracy of the facts therein certified ; and provided also, and it is hereby
expressly declared, that no white or free person shall be convicted of any of
the crimes aforesaid on the testimony of any Slave or Slaves, unless two of the
Slaves produced as witnesses shall, clearly and consistently with each other,
depose to the same fact or circumstance ; and also unless such testimony shall
be corroborated by circumstantial evidence to the satisfaction of ihe Court
and Jury ; and provided that no white or free person shall be convicted of any
of the crimes aforesaid on the testimony of any Slave or Slaves, unless the per-
son or persons be charged and prosecuted for the same crime or crimes within
twelve months after the commission thereof; and the clergyman of each parish
within these islands and the island of Carriacon shall, under a penalty of ten
pounds for each name omitted, enter in a book to be kept for the purpose the
names of such Slave or Slaves, and the estate or owner to whom such Slave or
Slaves shall belong, as such clergyman shall baptize; and shall, and he is
hereby required to give each Slave so baptized a copy of such entry, which
shall be lodged in the Register’s office for registration in a book to be kept for
that purpose, and in detault of such registration no certificate shall be deemed
valid; and each and every Slave omitting to register the certificate, shall,
during the time the certificate remains unregistered, be disqualified to give
evidence before any Judge, Justice of the Peace, Grand Jury, or Petty Jury
in any Court within these Islands.

Crause 48th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
whenever any question, shall arise touching the liberty of any person detained
or claimed as a Slave, the proof of the slavery shall in all such cases lay upon
the claimant of such person as a Slave ; and that when the competency of any

erson as a witness in any Court of Justice, or other tribunal, shall be dis-

“puted on the ground of his or her being a Slave, the party taking such ob-

jection shall be bound to prove the slavery to the person so challenged or obe
jected to as aforesaid.
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Crause 49th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
in case auy Slave or Slaves shall wilfully and corruptly give false eviderce on
any trial had under this Act, such Slave or Slaves shall receive such punish-

ment, by whipping or otherwise, as the Justice or Justices trying the cause,
‘or before whom such false evidence is given, shall think proper to direct.

Crause 50th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
it shall not be lawful for the Provost Marshal, or his lawful Deputy, or any
other person, to levy upon and sell, in execution of any judgment, sentence,
or decree of any Court of Justice, or order of any Justice of the Peace, or
other authority whatsoever, any married Slave haviug a child or children un-
der the age of twelve years, or any feraale uumarried Slave having a child or
children under the age aforesaid, who may be the property of the same person
or persons, unless such married Slave or Slaves’ child or children, or such un-
married female Slave and child or children, shall be sold together to the same
person or persons; and if in the execution of any such Jjudgment, sentence,
decree or order, any Slave or Slaves shall be sold separate and apart from their

"husband or wife, or child or children; or if any such unmarried female Slave
and child or children shall be sold separate and apart from each other, such sale
shall be absolutely null and void to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

CLausk 51st.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatin
case any owner or owners of any Slaves, on which any mortgage, settle-
ment, lease or other charge may have been executed, may be desirous to give
manumission to any such Slave or Slaves, it shall and may be lawful for such
owner or owners to manumit the same without the permission of the mort-
gagee, lessee or other incumbrancer, or when such consent or permission of
such incumbrancer cannot be obtained on substituting another or other Slave
or Slaves of equal value in the place of such manumitted Slave; and such
owner or owners shall and may apply to any two or more Justices of the
Peace to nominate one or more person or persons for the purpose of valuing
such Slave or Slaves so proposed to be manumitted and substituted ; and the
said Justices are hereby required to make such nomination of appraisers,
‘who sball make an impartial appraisement of the Slave or Slaves so proposed
to be manumitted and substituted, and certify the same under their hands to
the said Justices, and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of such Justices
that the value of the Slave or Slaves to be substituted is or are of equal
value with the Slave or Slaves so proposed to be manumitted, they are hereby
authorised and required to grant a certificate of such valuation ; and there-
upon such owner or owners shall and may grant such manumission as afore-
said, and the same shall be as valid and effectual as if such mortgage, settle-
ment, lease or other charge did not exist.

CLausE 52d.—And whereas by the usage of these islands, Slaves have been
permitted to acquire, hold and enjoy personal property free from the controul
or interference of their owners, and 3t is expedient that such laudable custom
should be continued and established by law ; be it therefore enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that if any owner or possessor of any Slave or Slaves,
or any other person or pcrsons whatsoever, shall unlawfully take away from
any Slave or Slaves, or in any manner deprive, or cause him, her or them to
be deprived of any species of personal property by him or them possessed,
such person or persons shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds over and
- above the value of any such property so taken away as aforesaid.

Crause 53d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in
all cases where the evidence of Slaves is admitted to be given in any Court or
Courts of Justice in this island, under and by virtue of this Act, a writ of
subpeena shall and may issue under the hand of the Secretary of the island, or
his lawful Deputy, and under the seal of the Court in the usual manner, upon
the application of any person or persons requiring the testimony of such Staves,

directed to the owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves, or the person under

M



58

whose immediate charge such Slave or Slaves may be, requiring him or them
under the penalty of fifty pounds to bring and produce, or cause to be brought
and produced, in Court such Slave or Slaves for the purposes aforesaid.

Cravsk 54th.—And be it further enacted, that all penalties and for-
feitures in this Act mentioned, not exceeding ten pounds, shall be recovered
before any Justice of the Peace in the parish wherein the offence shall have
been committed, who is hereby autborized and empowered to issue his warrant
to summon the party or parties complained ot before him, and on conviction
to enforce payment by warrant of distress against the offender or offenders,
directed to the Provost Marshal or his lawful Deputy, or to the Constable or
Constables of such parish, which penaltjes shall be paid into the hands of the
party or parties complaining ; an(F all penalties exceeding ten pounds shall'be
recovered in the Supreme Court of Judicature by action of debt, bill, plaint,
or information, one half whereof shall be paid to the informer, or him or them
who shall sue for the same, and the other half to be paid to the Public Trea-
surer of this island for the public uses of the colony : provided always, that
all proceedings for the recovery of all penalties under this Act, shall be insti-
tuted within four months after the offence committed.

Crause 55th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
this Act shall not be in force until His Majesty’s pleasure be signified in this
colony.

Passed the Assembly this 21st day of April 1825.
(Signed)  Joun CH. Ker, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council this 22d day of Aprii 1825.
(Signed)  Joun DoueLas, Acting Clerk of Council.
Dated at the town of St. George, in the island of Grenada, this 26th
day of April, in the sixth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord
George the Fourth, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and in the
year of our Lord 1825.

(Signed) J~o. Hoves, Speaker.

Assented by his Honour the President and Commander-in-Chief, this
26th day of April in the year of our Lord 1825, and in the sixth year
of His Majesty’s reign. ’

(Signed) JouN Douctas, Acting Clerk of Council.

Proclaimed in the town of Saint George, in the island of Grenada, this
7th day of May, in_the sixth year ot His Majesty’s reign and in the
year of our Lord 1825.

(Signed) J. BoucHer, P. M. General.

(Signed)  GEO. @ PATERSON.

No. 3.

Sir, Downing- Street, 20th October 1825.
THE Act for consolidating the Slave laws ot Grenada, which accompanied
your dispatch of the 5th of May last, was yet under His Majesty’s considera-
tion, when in August last I felt it necessary no longer to delay expressing to

‘the Governors of the. colonies in the West Indies my apprehensions of the

consequences which might follow in the next session of Parliament, from
the sense entertained by the Legislature and the country of the opposition

made to their united wishes for the melioration of the condition of the Slave
population, : .
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I have great satisfaction in finding myself enabled to address you under cir-
cumstances which justify more plcasing anticipations; for, although after
a full consideration of the Grenada Act I cannot but be sensible that it falls
short of what has been recommended, yet it descerves to be considered as an im-
portant improvement of the existing code. Its provisions are all of a beneficial
nature as far as they go, and contain nothing that can stand in the way of its
confirmation. Where the enactments are deficient either in defining or sccuring
their objects, there is a manifest good intention which assures me that
these inadvertencies will be readily corrected. In order to give the Legislature
every facility for this purpose, and in the confidence that they will enable me
t> lay their work :before Parliament in a more complete form, comprising
all that is nccessary to render it effective in operation, I have pointed out in
a scparate dispatch the provisions which will require to be revised ; but I can-
not avoid calling yourattention to the entire omission in the Act of any clause
for the appointment of a Protector of Slaves, or of some officer under anv
other title, but invested with similar authority, for I am not pertenacious as to
titles, provided there be some individual legally authorized, and known to be
legally authorized, to enforce the due exccution of all laws intended for the
bencefit of the Slave population. I need not I am sure also observe, that in
this Act the corporal chastisement of women is not prohibited ; that there is
no efficicnt enactment for the registration of punishment of Slaves; nor an
provision to enable Slaves to purchase their own manumission, or that of their
relations.  The omission of such important subjects as these makes it incum-
bent upon me to impress u‘fon you, that, however bencficial and praiseworthy
this Act must be considered in itself, the expectations of Parliament and of
the country have been formed upon a wider basis, and legislation upon all
these omitted subjects is essential to their ultimate fulfilment.

It would be an injustice to the Legislatures of the West Indies to suppose
that they would not be desirous of making some return, and none can be more
gcceptable, for all the exertions which have been made for their benefit in the
last session of Parliament: their trade has been opened to foreign countries—
their ports have been opened to foreign ships, and some of them privileged as
free warehousing ports, where entrepdts may be formed between the natious
-of Europe and America, to receive and exchange the produce of both.  Fees
{evied on their shipping have been either modified or -abulished, and- duties
have been lowered for the encouragement of some, and for the relief of other
articles of export, besides those which are considered the staple production of
the colonies. When the Colonial Legislatures arc reminded that these efforts
have becen made by the Imperial Parhament to advance the interests of the
planters and merchants in the West Indies, I cannot but persuade myself
that they will reconsider in a more favourable spirit the measures recom-
mended to them in behalf of that part of the population whose interests they
are in a more peculiar manner called upon to protect and (Fromote; still less
can I anticipate that these considerations will want their due weight with the
Legislature of Grenada, which has already to an important extent manifested
a disposition to carry the suggested improvements into effect. ‘

It is therefore under no discouraging circumstances that I instruct you, at
the same time that you convey to the Legislature His Majesty’s gracious
approbation of what has been done, to rccommend, first, that they should
revise those enactments in the late Act to which I have more particularly
called'their attention in a separate dispatch, and, sccondly, that they should
take into their serious consideration the important measures which are yet
avanting to fulfil the expectations entcrtained trom them.

" I have, &c.
(Signed) ~ BATHURST.
The Officer Administering the Government.
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No. 4.

Sir, Downing Street, 20th October 1825,
I HAVE reccived and laid before the King your dispatch of the 5th May

Jast, inclosing an Act of the Legislature of the island ot Grenada for con-
solidating and amending the laws relating to Slaves.

In my dispatch of this date I have instructed you to signify to the
Legislative Council and Assembly His Majesty’s gracious approbation of this
Act, and I have there also shortly adverted to the more important omissions
which I have observed in it. It is my present purpose to enter more at large
into the details of this Act, and to direct your attention to those particular
cnactments which are inadvertently (as I am willing to believe) left open to
objection, inasmuch as they imperfectly execute what the Legislature appear
to have intended to accomplish. '

I have to remark that this law contains no express prohibition of Sunday
markets; nor is it distinctly declared that they shall cease so soon as adequate
provision is made for the religious instructicn of the Slaves, but from a com-

arison of the 45th and 46th clauses, I am disposed to infer that the real
Intention, l.owever imperfectly cxpressed, was to suppress Sunday markets
immediately and altogether. 'The terms employed do not necessarily convey

that meaning, bui a tew additional words would render the law on this head

perfectly explicit.
I am i:appy to observe that the principal of prohibiting compulsory labour

.on Sunday is tully recognized. To give effect to this important regulation it

will.be necessary to define the hours on which the Sunday is to be ‘anderstood
to begin and to cnd. It will be proper also to remove the ambiguity which
arises from the language employed in the 8th section, which might possibly
lead to the supposition that it was intended to confine the penalty to one class
only of the offences there enumerated. The prohibition ought also to be ex-
tended to the case of a person employing Slaves the property of another; and
the enactment would be rendered more clear and unambiguous if it were ex-
tended to the employment of a Slave in the singular number, and not confined
as at present, to the employment of Slaves in the plaral.

With respect to the usc of the whip, either as an instrument of coercion or
as an emblcm of authority, I have to call your attention to the following
otsorvations The words employed on this subject by the framers of the Act
are unfortunately such, that in a great variety of cases the _prohibition
must be nugator;. The single case expressly provided for is that of the
whi{) being carried by a Slave, as an emblem of authority, while superin-
tending the labour of any other Slave on any plantation. A Slave might
therefore carry and use the whip as an instrument of coercion; he might use
it even as an emblem of authority, beyond the limits of the plantation ; and
it is not prohibited at all in the hands of a frec person, whatever may be the
purpose for whicl it is carried. It will therefore be extremely desirable that
a considerable addition should be made to the terms of this clause.

“The punishment of Slaves by the domestic authority of the Master.is pro-
hibited if the punishment exceeds twenty-five lashes. On referring to the
Act you will perceive (what is probably an error in composition) that the
penalty will not be incurred by the infliction of a greater number of lashes
than tweoty-tive, if the punishment does not take place on the day on which
the offence’is committed. The provisions of the present Act have moreover
established a rule for which I am not aware that any precedent exists, and
which I think the Legislature ‘will be willing to reconsider, since [ cannet
avoid regardiug it as a dangerous innovation.—I advert to the power with
which-Magistrates are invested of punishing at their discretion all offences of
such peculiar enormity as require a more severe correction than the Master is
permitted to inflict. These, of course, must be cases not coming within the
veach of the general criminal law, ’
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The regulations for keeping s record of domestic punishments are important
a3 a recognition of the utility of such a measure. But in practice the law
can be attended with little or no effect until it is amended so far as to prescribe
the form and manner in which the record is to be kept,—the penalties of dis-
obedience,—and the method of securing accuracy and punctuality in making
and preserving these docnments.

" The separation of families under judicial sales is the next in order of the
subjects to which I am to advert. There is a want of distinctness in the
language of the Act on this subject, frem which 1 am led to doubt whether it
would extend to prevent the separation of husbands and wives. Respecting
the separation of the reputed father from his children, or of reputed husbands
and wives, the law is silent.

The protection by law of such property as the custom of the island has
hitherto permitted Slaves to acquire is a subject to which I have already ad-
verted so fully in my former eorrespondence, that for the present 1 shall
vonfine myself to the folowing remarks: this Act has not given the Slave a
right of action for recovering or protecting his property ; the provision, by
which in certain cascs a criminal information is authorized when property 1s

taken away from a Slave, does not appear to be (what the Legislature has pro--

bably considered it) asufficient substitution for that right ; for, independently
of all the difficulty with which such a proceeding must be attended, you will
observe that the information can be brought only when property is unlawfully
taken away : the far more common cases of property being unlawfully with-
held, of the non-payment of debts and legacies, and the breach of contracts,
are not provided for atall. It may be saig indeed that the owner might sus-
4ain the action on behalf of the Slave; bnt without entering upon a discussion
of what is a mere question of law, and assuming that thc owner could suc and
be sued for his Slave, there would still be no provision for the instances in
which theowner himself might be the wreng doer, or labouring under some
legal or natural incapacity, or be absent from the island ; or where the title of
the owner to the Slave might be disputed by the opposite party, or where
the owner should refuse to afford the Slave his assistance.

Although, as I have remarked in the accompanying dispagch, the impor-
tant subject of manumission, whether voluntary or compuisory, is altogether
omitted, yet I obscrve that the owner of a Slave subject to any mortgage
«r family scttlemeut, is able to effcct his manumission by substituting for him
a Slave of equal valne, the question of value being decided by appraisers to be
nominated for that purpese by two Justices of the Peace on the application of
the owner. I advert to this clause chiefly with a view fo point out that the
aords “ ihe Owner™ are susceplible of many different constructions, and may
be interpreted to mean either the absolute owner in fee simple, or any person
having a more limited interest. Some explanation of the term would there-
fore appear to be desirable.

Comparing together the various rules which are to be tound in the different
parts of this Acton the subject of the evidenee of Slaves, I should infer that
Slaves who have been baptized in the Roman Catholic faith, or by
tecachers of religion dissenting from the Church of England, could not
Ybe udmitted as evidence, and that the testimony of a Slave against a
free person can never be admitted at all, unless when the offender is charged
with a crime amounting to felony. These are conscquences of the Act
which I take for granted were not contemplated by the framers of it, and
which I presume therefore will be readily obviated by an explanatory clause.

* Such are the comments which, for the purpose of givinE the Legislature all
the aid in my power for the conpletion of their own work,

duty to make upon the imperfections of this Act, as compared with the objects
which it appears designed to embrace. Where the designed objects have
fallen short of what has been recommended in the several branches of the

subject I have refrained from dwelling upon the differences in detail, since

they will be sufficiently indicated by a reference to my former dispatches.

I have felt it my
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It now theicfore only remains for me to do the Legislative Council and As-
sembly of Grenada the justice of acknowledging the spirit of liberality and
benevolence by which some of the provisions are charactenz_ed, which, without
any suggestion from His Majesty’s Government, have been spontaneously de-
vised and cxccated by the Legislature. - I might. indegd point out errors and
omissions which have occurred in framing some of these clauses, and which,
nnless corrected, would be fouud to defeat their operation. I refer especially
to the rules relating to the food, lodging, and clothing of Slaves, and their
treatment when sick; but the revision and improvement of these clauses
may be safely entrusted to the expericnce and correct feelings of the gentle-
men with whom they originated; and I am enabled to signify to you His
Majesty’s entire and unqualificd approbation of the enactment which, in the
event of any question arising touching the liberty of any person claimed as a
Slave, imposes upon the claimant the obligation of proving the fact of slavery.”

I have, &c.
The Officer Administering the Government. (Signed)  BATHURST.

No. 5.

My Lorp, Grenada, November 23, 1825,

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dis-
patcties under date the 20th of October. :

" Their contents cannot but afford to the colony and to myself much grati-
fication, mingled, however, with some regret, as 1 fear there are points which
seem to your Lordship indispensable to be added to the bill, which, after the
most serious and mature consideration, the Legislature of this island have
decmed it (at least for the present) impossible to comply with, namely, the
total prohibition of the whip as au instrument of correction ot 'females, and
the right of Slaves to purchase their freedom. * The othcr objections pointed
out I should hope may be modified, explained, or obviated to the satisfaction
of your Lordship at its next session. As it only closed its sittings two days
before the receipt of your Lordship’s communication, and it will be some time
before the members again assemble, I shall take the liberty of explaining to
your Lordship my view and idea of their intentions with regard to this law;
and your Lordship may rest assured, if I am in the administration of the
Government at their next meeting, I shall not fail to urge the points which
you have recommended.

The first general objection appears to be :—

1.— No appointment of Protector of Slaves or Officer, authorized to enforce
law.s intended for benefit of Slaves. '

There is no such officer known to the British Constitution, or in any
Colony or Government enjoying British laws. '

By the Act under review, full authority is given to the Magistrates to
exercise their judgment and afford their protection in all cases where the
Supreme Court of Judicature has not jurisdiction, to whom a like discretion
is allowed, as is given to those named in the Commission of the Peace over
apprentices, persens employed in the cotton manufacturies, and various other
descriptions of Iis Majesty’s subjects in the mother country. »

"The Magistrates in these colonies are selected from men of the first note,
many of them members of one or other branch of the Legislature, and all
interested in the welfare of the Slave population, who; being resident in the
different quarters of the island, can afford the injured Slave more immediate
redress than he could receive, was there but an officer vested with this autho-
rity resident at the capital town, perhaps upwards of twenty miles distant

3.~ No prohibition of Corporal Punishkment of Females.
The females compose the most numerous and effective part of the field



63
ngs of the.estates; from the indulgencies already extended to them they
lg:we shewn themselves to be the most turbulent J;scription of the Slaves;
and would become perfectly unmanageable if they knew that this deseription
of correction was abolished by law. It is therefore absolutely necessary (for
the present) that it should be held in terrorem over them. Itis however only
ut in practice in extreme cases and for example’s sake, and there can be
Ettle doubt that as they become more enlightened and moral it will gradually
fall into disuse, but if suddenly prohibited it is impossible to say what might
be the consequences, and I cannot conceal from your Lordship, that I agree in
opinion with the other branches of the Legislature that it could not be im-
mediately given up with safety.

3.—No ¢ffectual Registration, &e. of Punishments.

It has been the practice on many estates to keep regular entries of all

unishments in the journals; and there can be little doubt but that the ob-

jection will be remedied in the amending Bill, the only difficulty which would

arise from a §eneral legislative enactment to this effect, would be in regard to

. free coloured persons possessing a small number of Slaves employed in

the cultivation of trifling settlements in coffee, cocoa or provisions, and this
was possibly the reason why the alterations recommended were not adopted.

4.—No provision for the purchase of Manumission by Slaves, for them-
, selves or relations.

The Legislature I apprehend purposely avoided the allowance of this right
from most insuperable objections to it; it would I fear be tantamount to gra-
dual, perhaps, but ultimate ruin to the proprietors ot land, as the land
is totally useless without Slaves to work it. No true appraisement or value
can be put by a third person to really valuable and well-disposed Slaves
attached to plantations. The provision, if adopted, would render the Slave un-
happy, and decrease his value most materially to his owner. The Slaves who
would be candidates for freedom would be the most useful, (consequently those
least to be spared from a property), and the most profligate. The most indus-
trious for themselves are naturally from their dispositions and habits the most
so for their masters, and those of no character, although probably able work-
ing people, would leave no vice unpractised to accomplish their end : thus the
jproprietor might be deprived of the very essence of his property, and reduced
in a few years to utter ruin ; and such is the nature (unfortunately) of Negroes
in their present unenlightened state, that many whe were aware of the exist-
ence of such an enactment would use means to reduce themselves from
a healthy to an unhealthy state, in order that their appraisers from their ap-
parent condition when produced for valuation might put a less price on

them.

5, —The total prohibz’t‘z’on of Sunday Markets not provided for, nor that they

should cease so soon as adequate provision made for Religious Instruction.

It was not the intention, or thought politic to abolish too suddenly the
Sunday markets, though intended gradually to prohibit them. A proclama-
tion was issued toenforce strict and due attention to the hours limited on the
Sabbath-day by the ¢ Market Act,” namely, the hour at which Divine service
commences : the law however prohibits totally the sale ot goods, or opening of

shops by white or free persons on the Sabbath, and another day was appointed -

as a market day, in order to induce the Slaves of themselves to change
it. As the markets are held in the several towns where the places of worship
are situated, it was thought that allowing the Slaves to bring with them their
little articles of stock and provisions, they would after the disposal of them be

induced to attend Divine worship, and thus receive the benefit of religious in--

struction, whereas if the market on that day had been prohibited entirely, few
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in their present uninformed state would leave their homes for the purpose of

oing to church, It may be here necessary to observe, that the enforcement
of the market hour caused amongst them at first much dissatisfaction, but in
the course of a little time, it is %loped that the Sunday markets may be abo-
lished in toto, and then the Legislature 1 have no doubt will not withhold the
amendment required in this respect to its fullest extent.

6.—Sunday labour hours not sufficiently defined.

By the seventh section of the Act no Slave can be worked on any day be-
fore day-break or after sun-set, this I conceive must include the Sunday ; and
in regard to the exception which relates to the manufacture of sugar, the
hour is limited to ten o’clock on Saturday night; it can therefore, with all due
deference to your Lordship, scarcely in the subsequent clause require further
explanation, 1f however this should be thought necessary the Legislature will,
I bave no doubt, make any addition which may define their intention more
clearly : the using the words * their Slaves” in the eight section, instead of
the words ¢ any Slave or Slaves,” is, I am certain, unintended, as was the at-
taching the penalty in the same section to one class only of the offences
therein mentioned, and the law in this respect will I am fully persuaded be
amended to meet your Lordship’s wishes.

y —~The Use of the Whip as an Emblem of Authority, or Instrument of

Correction.

The use of the whip was not intended to be prohibited, but the exhibition
of it in the field is interdicted not only as the emblem of authority, but as an
instrument of coercion, excepting when sent tor -or taken to the field for the
purpose of punishing an offence previously committed, and requiring imme-
diate correction, such immediate correction being conceived in many instances
to be consistent with both policy and humanity, as tending to check insubor-
dination, and to render severe punishment unnecessary : this it is humbly
conceived may be the reason why it is thought expedient to apply summary
correction in the army, the navy, and even in public schools, and other insti-
tutions, where without discipline subordination could not be kept up.

The alteration of this clause, however, with regard to the prohibition of the
use of this instrument altogether in the hands of white or ﬁee persons, will
meet with no opposition, snch a practice being unknown in this colony, was
therefore not contemplated, and the same reason will apply with regard to its
being used beyond the limits of a plantation.

8.—Euxtent of Punishment of Slaves by domestic authority.

It was the intention of the Legislature, in framing this part of the bill to
restrict domestic punishment in all cases to twenty-five lashes; and the Act
in this respect will doubtless be immediately remedied to your Lordship’s
satisfaction.

9.—Power of Magistrates.

It appears to have been intended to vest the power here mentioned in ma-
gistracy, and it is humbly conceived to them only it could be constitutionally
given for cffences not cognizable by the criminal law, it might have been
better perhaps that their discretionary power had been limited, and in a revi-
sion of the law a recommendation to this effect will, I have no doubt, be
attended to; it may not, however, be considered a presumption to observe
that the Magistrates are the lawful, and I trust I may add, willing Protectors
of the Slaves, as well as their Judges in all minor cascs; those of a more
serious nature, enumerated in the thirty-seventh section of the Act, being by
the abolition of the Slave Courts transferred entirely to the Supreme Court of
Judicature, where the Slave has every benefit the law admits of in the case of

free persons.
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10.—Judicial Sales and separation of Families.

It appears to me that all has been done in this respect that canbe; no
judicial sale can take place of married Slaves where the hushand and wife are
the property of the same person whereby they can be separated from each
other, nor can any child be thus separated from its mother, With regard to

utative husbands and wives it was thought right that the children should
gollow the mother, as it more frequently happens than otherwise that the
putative husband belongs to a different proprietor or estate than the possessor
of the wife, and it is too true that in very many instances a woman has a large
family by several different men.—How therefore the law can in this respect
be remedied I am at a loss to conjecture,

11.—Property of Slaves extend only to taking away, not to withholding—
no right of action in Slave to recover, &c.

It was I conceive the intention of the Legislature to include all the cases
ointed out in the objection to this part of the Act, and the recommendations
in this respect, when the law comes to be revised, will, I have no doubt, meet
due attention ; it might probably also be advisable to obviate all doubt with
regard to the right of an owner to sue, to introduce an enactment authorizing
him so to do as the guardian and next friend of his Slave ; it I believe seldom
has occurred that the Slave has been refused the assistance or protection of his

Master (or his representative when absent) in cases of this nature, and it

would be well to give express authority to the magistracy, not only to enquire
into all complaints of Slaves against their owners, but to awar({t, by way of
damages, such sums of money as may be proved to their satisfaction such
owners may have withheld from or deprivenf their Slaves of, or as a compen-
sation for any other injury such Slaves may be proved to have sustained: it
would, however, it is humbly submitted, be contrary to the whole system
and very existence of slavery to admit a right of action in a Slave against his
owner, and what I think no West India Legislature would or could concede.

12.— Manumissions— Definition of the word Owner.

The manumissions of Slaves are regulated by other Acts, to which, on re-
ference, it is hoped will be found in all respects favourable to them. The word
owner In this part of the Act was intended to apply to persons having the ab-
solute reversion in themselves subject to incumbrances by them created, and
the object to permit a mortgagee, who might be unable to redeem his whole
estate, to manumit a deserving Slave, on placing a Slave of equal value on the
property pledged, without the consent of the mortgagee, when circumstances
might render it difficult or impracticable to obtain the same. If, however,
this clause is not deemed sufficiently explicit, there can, I conceive, be no
objection to any explanatory enactment on this head.

13.~—Slave Evidence— Certificates of Baptism by Roman Catholic or Dis-
senting Ministers not provided for.

Provision is always made with regard to Slaves who may be baptized in the
Roman Catholic faith by the Clergy Act; but I do not apprehend any objec-
tion to the ammendment of this clause in respect to your Lordship’s suggestions
when they shall be submitted to the Legislature. It appears to be desirable
that all Slaves hereafter to be born should be baptized by the regular Clergy ;
and to this end I conceive the fourth section of the Act was framed.

14.—Slave Evidence not allowed in Civil-or minor Criminal Cases.

It was not I believe the intention of. the Legislature at present to admit
of Slave evidence in civil cases, in petty cases of assault, or In trivial crimes,
as this might open a door to continual disturbances, and trials of this nature
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would possibly lead to perjury and subornation of perjury, be tound extremely
inconvenient to the owners of Slaves, and tend much to disturb the peace and
quietness of the colony ; but in capital cases it was considered that a person

‘guilty of telony ought not to escape for want of a link in the evidence, which

might be satisfactorily made up by the testimony of a Slave ; it was therefore
in capital cases only admitted, it being moreover considered that a Slave, when
he knew that his evidence might deprive a fellow Slave or a free person of life
would be more guarded, and feel a compunction of conscience in a case of

this nature, which he would totally disregard in the matter of a petty crime,

but by the 14th clause of this Act, where ‘any violence or ill-trcatment ap-
pears to have been suffered by any Slave, such is presumed prima facie evi-
dence of the guilt of the person to whom he had a right to look up to as
his protector, and his evidence in this case is at once admitted without any
certificate or other formality whatever; in these two instances only did the:
framers of the law at present intend to allow evidence in the higher Courts
of Justice, but at some future period when it is perceived that the moral
character of the Slave is sufficiently improved, this privilege will I have no
doubt be extended. _ ’

I have thus endeavoured, my Lord, to explain as far as my information
goes, what I consider were the intentions of the Legislature in the passing
this very important Bill; I am satistied it was their desire to comply with
the wishes of the British Parliament and the Mother Country in general as
far as they conceived they could with safety go. That they have been sincere
in all that they have done, and that their labours have been spontaneous, and
are by no means to be considered as a return for the Acts lately passed the
Imperial Parliament for the regulation of the trade of this country, which I
much fear we are not likely to derive any great benefit from.

I have, &c.
(Signed) = GEORGE PATERSON, President.
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 1.

Zatract of -a Dispatch addressed by Earl Bathurst to the Officer Adminis-

tering the Government of Antigua, dated Downing-Street, August 20,
1825.

AT the time when my instructions of the year 1823 were sent out, the As-
:sembly, having been apprized of the.resolutions of the House of ‘Commons,
wrere already engaged in the consideration of a meliorating bill, which, had it

assed, would have been received with approbation, as doing honour fo those
Prom whom’it emanated ; and, as this bill had found a reception by no means
discouraging, ‘I could not but feel disappointment when I saw the year pass
over without the accomplishment of the:measures which T had suggested, and
which were entirely consenant in spirit, and not materially differing in extent,
from.the intentions which the Assembly had appeared to entertain.

Yet as-the revision of the Slavc laws had been-undertaken by a Committee of
the Legislature, which.engaged to pay diligent attention to tKe suggestions of
His Majesty’s Gov.ernment,% wos not without hope, when I ‘last year di-
rected the Governor again to press the subject upon the attention of ‘the As-
sembly, that his exertions might have obtained:some more satisfactory result.
The Committee .I understood was still sitting; I bave now waited ano-
ther year for the.issue of their deliberations; and it is with no small regret
and reluctance that I find myself no longer able to account, b any reasons
of prudence or circumspection, Tor such protracted delays. If however yon
:should be enabled to report that the Committee have made any progress in
wtheir work adequate to the period which has elapsed, or that its completion
‘will be effected without further loss of time, the intelligence will be received with
-satisfaction s but if Tam to. consider that the measures are thus virtually aban,
sdoned, or will not be more earnestly and assiduousl proceeded with, it is
:not easy for me to express the disappointment which Klis Majesty’s Govern-
‘ment will experienee, nor can{ venture to answer for the resiilts to which
such a return to these repeated representations may possibly lead in the next
session.of Parliament.

1In again-bringing this subject under the .consideration of the Assembl s
‘you will not fail to remind them of the measures of the last ‘session, In
which the interest of .the West India Colonies have been =0 Qtberally con-
sulted: their ports have been opened to Foreign ships—their trade opened
ito Foreign countries—duties lowered.for the encouragement.of some, and for
the relief of other articles of produce, besides those which are considered the
staple production of the colonies:: large fees levied in the colonial ports
have been either modified or altogether -abolished—and to some of
the free ports the privilege has been granted of having goods freely ware-
‘housed, from whence they may be re-exported free of duty direct to any
-country, and in the ships -of any country ; thereby -establishing extensive
marts, standing as it were midway between the two Worlds, from whence the
wants-of the new one may-be supplied, and where their produce in return may
be aﬂvantafeously deposited. .

You will .therefore strongly impress upon the Assembly, that they cannot

-give a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing them

Anjustice not to believe they must sensibly feel, than by procesding to adopt
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the measures which have been recommended for the security of thq. intere§ts,
and for the promotion of the well-being of that part of the population which
the laws of t‘:e colony have placed under their immediate controul.

No. 2.

My Lokrbp, Government House, Antigua, October 14,1825,

IN reference to your Lordship’s dispatch, dated 20th August, 1 have the
honour to state that I furnished the President and Speaker with a copy
thereof at the meeting of the two Houses yesterday, calling for their imme-
diate and particular attention to the same, and I cannot I think do better
than inclose a copy of their reply to me. I trust no disappointment will
occur. I have, &c.

(Signed) SAMUEL ATHILL.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&e. &e. &c.

Str, | October 14th 1825,

WE beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour’s communication of
yesterday’s date, inclosing a copy of a dispatch from the Earl Bathurst, rela-
tive to the subject of ameliorating the condition of the Slaves in this colony ;
and we have been instructed to acquaint your Honour that the two Houses
have made such order for accelerating the bringing up the report of the joint
Committee, as induces a hope that the same will not be delayed beyond the
period of their next meeting. We have, &c.

(Signed)  SAMUEL WARNER,
President of the Council.

NICHOLAS NUGENT,
Speaker of the House of Assembly.

7o His Honour Samuel Athill, Commander-in-Chicf,

&c. &e. &e.
No. 3.
My Loerp, Government House, Antigua, Nov. 14, 1825.

BY the inclosure transmitted in my dispatch of the 14th ult. your Lord-
ship will have perceived that the Legislature of this island are favourably
disposed to enter into and meet the views and wishes of His Majesty’s Go-
vernment in ameliorating the condition of the Slave population of Antigua, .
so far as it can be practicably and consistently done. Since the receipt of
your Lordship’s dispatch of the 20th August, the labours of the joint Com-
Tnittee of the two Houses have been incessant, and they are now going on
progressively, and with that earnestness which the nature and importance of
ahe case demands. It is very satisfactory to me to be enabled to say thus '
much to your Lordship, and i’ have very sanguine hopes that the important
work now under consideration and revision will speedily be accomplished,
and that to the satisfaction of His Majesty’s Government.

It is but fair in me to add, that one of the most efficient members of the
Sommittee (Mr. Taylor) has been seriously indisposed, which bas in a great
measure retarded the progress of the Committee in the framing and bringing
up their report. I have, &c. :

(Sigued) SAMUEL ATHILL.

The Right Hon, the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
" & - &e. &e.



ST. CHRISTOPHER.

No 1,

My Lorp, _ S¢t. Christopher, 2d of April 1835,
WITH reference to my dispatch, covering copies of my speech to the
Legislature of this island, and the addresses of the Honourable Board of
Council and House of Assembly in reply, I take leave to acquaint your
Lordship, that the important subject of t!le Law for the amelioration of the
Slave pogulation was referred to a Committee formed from both branches of
the Legislature, and it is with considerable regret that I have to inform your
Lordship, that little or no progress has been made in fulfilling His Majesty’s
gracious intention. In Nevis the same measure has been adopted, and is
attended with the same delay. The Legislature of the Virgin Island has not
as yet entered upon the consideration of this important subject.
I have, &c.
(Signed) CHA. W; MAXWELL.
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&c. &e. §e.

No. 2.

Ziztract of & Dispatch addressed by Earl Bathurst to Governor Mazwell,
dated Downing-Street, the 22d of August 1825.

I VERY much regret that the proceedings of the Legislature of St. Chris-
topher make it necessary that I should now again instruct you to bring under
their consideration the necessity of amending the Slave Law.

The instructions which 1issued in the year 1823 were founded in almost
every instance on the suggestions of the principal West India proprietors
fesi({;nt in this country, and the preliminary measures of the Legislature
indicated so just an appreciation of those suggestions, that I looked with con-
fidence for such a prompt and effectual amendment of the law as would have
already characterized the Legislature as one of the most humane and enlight -
ened in the West Indies. And although I have therefore received with sur-
prise and regret your report ot the dilatory manner in which the Joint Com-
mittee was proceeding to execute the duties confided to them, I am unwilling
to suppose that the intentions at first entertained have undergone any change.
1t becomes then of the atmost importance that you should fully apprise the
Legislature that if another Session passes away without any thing being done,
they will cempletely disappoint these hopes which His Majesty’s Government
have indulged ; and I cannot venture to answer for the results to which such
protracted delays may lead in the next Session of Parliament.

In again bringing this subject under the consideration of the Assembly,
:you will not fail to remind them of the measures of the last Session, in which
the interests of the West India Colonies have been so liberally consulted :
their ports have been opened to foreign ships—their trade opened to foreign
«countries—duties lowered for the encouragement of some, and for the relief
of other articles of produce, besides those which are considered the staple
production of the colonies: large fees levied in the colonial ports have
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‘been either modified -or altogether abolished, and to some of the free ports
the privilege has been granted of having goods freely warehoused, from
whence they may be re-exported free of duty direct to any couatry, and in
the ships of any country, thereby .establishing extensive marts, standing as
it were midway between the two worlds, from whence the wants of the new
.one may be supplied, :and where their’ produce in return may be advan-
tageously deposited.

You will therefore strongly imﬁress upon the Assembly, that they cannat
give a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be deing them
injustice not to believe they must sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt
the measures which have been recommended for the protection of the per-
sons, for the security of the interests, and for the promotion of the well-
being of that part of the population which the laws of the colony have
placed under their immediate contronl,
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ST. VINCENT.

No. 1.

SIr, Government House, St. Vincent, 10th June 18 25.

IT is with much pleasure I request you will do me the favour to lay beforc
Lord Bathurst the accompanying documents, illustrating the early and
earnest desire of this colony to co-operate with His Majesty’s Government in
all measures calculated to improve our colonial system, or increase the moral
and intellectual well-being of all classes.

I have, &c.
R. . Horton, Esquire, (Signed) C. BRISBANE.
&c. & &e. '
Siz, Government House, St. Vincent, Tth June 1825.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information ot the honoura-
ble the Board of Council, with my having directed the Register to lay before
them, a copy of the commission of the Lord Bishop of Barbadoes and the
Leeward Islands. )

I lament I am not able to communicate more than the substance of a con-
versation which passed between the Lord Bishop and myself, on the subjert
of the establishment of a system likely to promote and extend moral and
religious instruction to all classes : the principal objects are,—the erection of
churches, and the foundation of public schools for the improvement of youth,
in the expense attending each of which His Majesty’s Government will bear
a liberal proportion. _

I am persuaded nothing but the depressed state of colonial resources has
hitherto prevented the execution of the provisions contained in certain Acts
of Assembly for building churches; but with the liberality now evinced by
His Majesty’s Government, I anticipate the speedy and cheerful contribution
of the Legislature towards the attainment of so desirable a church establish-
ment.

With respect to public schools, under moral, competent, and. steady cate-
chists, I propose the foundation of one or more in each parish, exclusive of
a central school in this town, which will, I am confident, reform numbers of
the rising generation, and make them useful members of society.

As it will require that rules tor the better ordering of these institutions
should be sanctioned by law, I beg to impress on the mind of the Council,
that it is neither desired nor expected, but that all regulations as to hours of
instruction and other arrangements should be made to suit the convenience
of proprietors,

{) take this opportunity to recommend strongly the repeal of the present
Vestry Act, and the consolidation of all laws relating to the ecclesiastical re-
gimen, and suggest the propriety of equalizing the stipend of clergymen,
and aholishing fees on baptisms and burials, or at all events such a reduc-
tion thereof as to make them easy to the poor inhabitants.

The fees attending the solemnization of marriage have amounted almost to
a prohibition, to obviate which I have directed the publication of banns.

I ‘bave now developed -the most important points which occur to me on
these subjects, and trast the Board will afford me an early opportunity of
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communicating with His Majesty’s Government, on the favqurab?e result to
be expected from their zeal in promoting so great and beneficial an improve-
ment in our colonial system.

In conclusion, I request the Legislaturewill do me the favour to aceept from
their munificent provision for me, the sum of one thousand pounds, which I
shall direct to be appropriated towards defraying the expense of building the

first church. I have, &e.
(Signed) C. BRISBANE.

s Honour the President of His Majesty's Council.

SIR, Council- Chambers, St. Pincent, June 7,1825.

I AM commanded by the honourable the President and Members of His
Majesty’s Council to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s communi-
cation of this day’s date, and to assure you that they will give their earliest
attention to the subject therein contained, and will cordially co-operate with
the other branch of the Legislature in such measures as may be necessary to
carry into effect the objects recommended to their attention.

I ‘am further commanded by the Board to offer to your Excellency their
grateful acknowledgements of your generous proposal to contribute. 1,000l.
towards defraying the expence of building the first church, and to state to your
Excellency that although the distresses of the colony are great, yet in their
opinion they do not require such a pecuniary saerifice on the part of your
Excellency, as they place every reliance in the liberality of His Majesty’s
Government for such assistance as may enable the colony to carry into effect
every measure connected with your Excellency’s recommendation. -

By command,

THOMAS GASKIN, Depy. Clerk of Council.

His Excellency Sir Charles Brisbane,
&e. &e. &e.

Sie, June 7, 1825.

THE House of Assembly has received with considerable satisfaction the
communication of the substance of what passed on the subject of the moral,
religious and intellectual improvement of all classes of the population of this
colony, between your Excellency and the Lord Bishop of Barbadoes and the .
Leeward Istands, during the very short peried the other high and important
duties of his Lordship would allow him to remain in this island; and the
House now repeats its assurances to your Excellency of a hearty co-operation
with the liberal policy manifested by His Majesty’s Government towards the
accomplishmeut of so desirable and praiseworthy an undertaking.

The House takes leave to state to your Excelleney, that the sum ot
forty-five thousand nine hundred and thirty-three pounds fourteen shillings
current money has been paid out of the Treasury of the island, and applied
to the building and completing the metropolitan church in the town of Kings-
town, and that the Commissioners under the Act for building charches within
the Government, are about to proceed to contract for the erecting a church
in the island of Beguia, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, and the Grena-
dines according to the provisions of the said Act.

The House will not fail to take into its earliest consideration the recom-
mendation of your Excellency to repeal the Vestry Act, and to consolidate
the laws of the island relating to ail ecclesiastical matters ; likewise the
equalizing the salaries of the stipendiary clergymen of the colony, and as far
as it is able the abolishing of fees on marriages, baptisms and burials.

The liberal offer of your Excellency to contribute one thousand pounds of
your salary towards the expence of building a church, is received with every
Teeling of thankfulness, and-although the times are unpropitious for the West
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Indies, yet thank God-the affsirs of this eolonyare not in a siate of sach
great depression as to justify the House in accepting ‘of this pecuniery sacris
fice on the part of your Excellency. I have, &c.

. (Signed)  JOHN DALZELL, Speaker.

I

His Excellency Rear Admiral Sir Charles Brisbane, K. C. B.
&e. &c. &c.

« Mr. Ross moved, scconded by Mr. Brown, that the Commissioners
“ appointed to carry into effect the several clauses of tae Act for building
« charches, &c., be directed to contract and agree with any person or persons
¢ for building and completing a church in the island of Beguia, according to
< the provisions of the said Act,—such church to be sixty %eet in length and
< forty feet in width ; the height such as may be agreed upon.” o

The foregoing motion is an extract from the minutes of the House of
Assembly of the island of Saint Vincent, held on Tuesday 7th June 1825.
. ‘ Which I certity,

(Signed)  P. HOBSON, Clerk of Assembly.

“ Mr. Dasent moved for leave to bring in a bill at the next meeting for

« carrying into effect His Majesty’s recommendation relative to the church
« establishment in this island.” ‘

A true extract from the Legislative Council minutes of the 7th Juue 1825,
being the day of the quarterly meeting. ‘ :
' ' Which I certify,
(Signed)  THOMAS GASKIN, Depy. Clerk of Council.

Np. 2.

Extract of a Dispatch addressed bg Ear! Bathurst to Rear Admiral Sir C.
Brisbane, K. C. B. dated Downing-Street, August 20, 1825,

ALTHOUGH the reception which my suggestions met with when first sub-
mitted to the Legislature was far from encouraging, yet I was willing to ascribe
it to the sense which the Legislature appeared to entertain that what they
bad already done in their Act of 1821 had not been sufficiently understood or
estimated, and to hope that the praiseworthy spirit which had dictated that
Act would not be found wanting to amend it where it was objectionable, and
to complete it where defective.

When I instructed you therefore last year again to press the subject upon
the attention of the Legislature, it was not certainly without a hope that they
would at least have undertaken the revision of their own Act, and persevercd
in the principles on which they had enacted it ; nor could I perceive without
disappointment, when another year had passed over, that they had failed to
go forward in that course of conduct for which they had very justly taken
so much credit to themselves.

It I may yet allow myself to anticipate a timely and effectual resumption
of their work, it will be a great satisfaction to me to receive an early mani-
festation of such an intention on their part,—but if I am compelled to con-
clude that nothing more will be done, I cannot express to you in adequate
terms the disappointment which His Majesty’s Government will experience,
nor can I venture to answer for the results to which such a return to these
zppeatcd representations may possibly lead in the next Session of - Par-

lament. ‘ : :

In again bringing this subject under the consideration of the-Assembly,
you will not fail to remind them of the measures of the last Session, in which
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the interests.of the West India colonies have been’ 80 liberally consulted
their. ports have been opened to foreign ships—their trade opened to foreign
countrics—duties lowered for the encouragement of some, and for the reliet of
other articles of produce, besides those which are considered the staple pro-
duction of the colonies: large fces levied in the colonial ports have been
either modified or altogether abolished, and to some of the free ports the pri-

vilege has been granted of having goods freely warehoused, from whence they

may be re-exported free of duty direct to any country, and in the ships of
any country, thereby establishin extensive marts, standing as it were midway
between the two worlds, from whence the wants of the new one may be sup-
plied, and where their produce in return may be advantageously deposited.
You will therefore strongly impress upon the Assembly, that they cannot
ive a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing them
Injustice not to believe they must sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt

the measures which have been recommended for the protection of the persons,

for the security of the interests, and for’ the promotion of the well-being of
that part of the population which the laws of the colony have placed undet
their immediate controul. ‘

No. 3.

My Lorp. Government House, St. Vincent, 5tk November 1825,

I AM honoured with your Lordship’s communication of 20th August last,
upon the receipt of whic I considered it expedient to convene a meeting of
the Legislature, in order that I might acquaint them with the substance
thereot ; 1 have now-the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of the
correspondence between the two houses and myself thereupon, andg sincere]y
hope your Lordship’s favourable anticipations will be realized in the mani-
festation now evinced by the Legislature to proceed forthwith in adopting all
those measures which may tend to promote the desirable improvements sug-
gested by -your Lordship. _ -

I cannot certaiuly more fully explain to your Lordship the various subjects
whieh at present occupy the attention of the Assembly, than by a reference
to the answer of the House to my letter, and I flatter myself with a conviction
that every amelioration and protection to the Slave may be reasonably ex-
pected from the Legislature of this island, composed as it is of resident pro-
prietors, who are men of liberal sentiments and sound judgment.

T have, &c.

: (Signed) C. BRISBANE.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. :
&e. &e. c.

Sir, Government House, Saint Vincent, 20th October 1825.

I HAVE deemed it my duty to call the present meeting of the Legislature,
in order that I may communicate for their consideration the substance of a.
dispatch received from Earl Bathurst, wherein his Lordship in very strong
terms expresses the disappointment experienced by His Majesty’s Govern-

‘ment, that the suggestions which were by direction submitted to the House

of Assembly in 1823 and 1824, for the meliorating the state of the Slave
population, have not yet induced them to revise their Act, and to amend it
where it is objectionable, and complete it where defective. .

"I refer the honourable House to my letter accompanying those suggestions,
which I had the honour to lay before them the 2d September 1823, in-which
were detailed the various improvements in-our’ Slave:Code likely to ensure
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the approbation of Fis Majesty’s Government, and in my subsequent com-~
munication of 6th September 1824, transmitting the Order in Council for the
improvement of the condition of the Slaves in Trinidad, I earnestly recom-
mended a re-enactment. .

I therefore now impress upon the Legislature how nearly it concerns the
honour and interest of the colony, that they should not place themselves in
opposition to the concurrent wishes of Parliament and the Mother Country, by
refusing to adopt suggestions, which came to them sanctioned by the Judg-
ment of those in England who are possessed of the largest properties in the
West Indies, and who are most conversant in West India affairs ; and at the
same time I point out the propriety of at once proceeding to revise the Slave

Act, with a careful reference to the Order in Council, as the only means of -

allaying the disappointment of Government, and averting those unpleasant re-
“sults which this most important subject may lead to in the next session of
Parliament if postponed or delayed.

His Majesty’s Government entertain a confident expectation that the Legis-
lature will embody in their Act, so to be revised, all the provisions in favour of
the Slave population which are to be found in our Statute-books, together with
the substance of the provisions of that Order in Council ; and repeal such
enactments as may be at variance with it, so that the whole which relates to
this subject may be found incorporated in one Act.

I am directed to remind the Legislature of the measures of the last session
of Parliament, in which the interests of the West India colonies have been so
liberally consulted, and to assure them they cannot give a more acceptable
proof of their gratitude than by adopting the measures which have been
recommended for the protection of the persons — for. the security of the inte-
rests—and for the promotion of the well-being of that part of the popu-
lation which the laws of the colony have placed under théir immediate
controul.

I feel so deeply interested in the welfare of this island and its dependencies,
that I cannot refrain from entreating the Honourable House to lose no time
in devoting their attention to those improvements, which will lay the founda-
tion of such a system of gradual ameiioration of the condition of the Slave
population, as will prove equally honourable to the Assembly, and bene-
fictal to those for wlose advantage they appear to be more immediately
intended. :

* In conclusion, I must require the result of the deliberations of the Honour-

able House, for the purpose ot transmitting by the earliest opportunity, and I

anticipate the pleasure of representing to His Majesty’s Ministers, that the

course of conduct of the Legislature has not been that of procrastination, but a

desire to give so important a change in our local regulations all the considera~
- tion it necessarily requires, I have, &ec.

The Hon. John Dalzell, (Signed) C. BRISBANE.
&e.  &e. e

Sir, Council Chambers, 20th October 1825.

- I AM commanded by the President and Members of His Majesty’s Coun-
cil, to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s several communications of
this day’s date, and to assure your Excellency that this Board will be happy
to co-operate in such measures with the Honourable House of Assembly, as

may he deemed by them most beneficial to the well-heing of the Slave popu-.

lation, and the general interest of the colony.
By Command,
(Signed)  THOMAS GASKIN,
His Excellency Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B.  Deputy Clerk of Council,

&e. &ec. &e.
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S, ' St. Pincent, 21st October 1829,

1 AM commanded by-the House of Assembly to acknoyvleage the receipt of,
and instructed to reply to your Excellency’s communication of yesterday,
wherein you have been pleased to inform” the House of the substance of a
dispatch lately received from Earl Bathurst, and nrging with much effect the
necessity of an immediate revision of the Slave Laws of this colony. 'The
present Slave Act which is in force, it may be said, on the sufferance of His
Majesty’s Government, will expire by limitation on the 6th December; and
I need only to refer you to the published minutes of the Assembly to shew
that the House has been a considerable time anxiously and interestingly en-

aged in the important work of preparing a series of enactments, which it
1s hoped will alike secure and promote the interest and safety of the colony,
and meet the most extended views of Parliament and the British Ministry on
this delicate and imperfectly understood subject. We feel like men groping.
in the dark or walking on a precipice, who, under such circumstances, eannot
be expected either to step quickly or with firmness. )

I am now, however, happy to inform your Excellency that a bill has been
read a second time, and yesterday passed its commitment, with an order for a
third reading in December, in which the House hopes it has embodied the
substance ot all or nearly all that is important in the Trinidad Order, and
wherein it has fairly met, and it is expected obviated the objections contained
in Earl Bathurst’s dispatch of the 26th July 1824, with the exception only
of that which applies to the 34th clause of the present Slave Act; it will be
found, however, by the bill now before the House, that the offence is made
equally criminal, and the punishment equally severe on the white or other free
person who may be found aiding and assisting, as on the Negroes whomay be
found guilty of absconding from the island in vessels or other craft: in fact I
should not deal candidly with your Excellency did I not state my opinion,
that the Legislature for some years to come will never pass any consolidated
Slave law, which does not embrace this or a similar enactment; there would
be no security for property, either in Negroes or in the Colonial shipping
without it, and persons who never owned a Slave might be deprived of pro-
perty to a vast amount without any chance of redress; this was the case a
few years past, when some evil-disposed Negroes absconded in the night with
the vessel of a person to whom they did not belong, worth one thousand
pounds, which was never recovered. 'This the House conceives would have
been deemed a capital felony in any country professing to have even the sha-
dow of law and government. ' i

By the present bill Sunday markets are limited to an early hourin the
morning, thus taking a preliminary step towards their final abolition at a dis-
tant and proper time. Shops and stores are to be kept closed the whole of
the Lord’s day. The premiums to the midwives, nurses, and mothers of
infant children are secured them by penalty, and likewise the exemption
from hard labour on the part of the Slaves, mothers of six children. ‘These
penalties have been enacted entirely in deference to his Lordship’s suggestions,
for I may safely assure you the withholding of the one, or the imposing of the
other would neither prove creditable or advantageous to the master. The
objections to the 39th and 49th clauses the House has endeavoured to re-
move in a manner it is expected equally satistactory. '

Provision is made for legalizing marrisges amongst the Slaves, and similar
measures adopted to secure to them the possession of personal property, and
penaltics imposed to prevent the interference of tree persons. A registry is
to be kept on every p antation, in which offences of a serious nature are to be
_entered, as well as the nature and extent of every punishment inflicted, to
be produced when required by any Justice of the Peace. .

And, finally, Slave evidence is made admissible in all criminal matters on
the basis of the Trinidad Order in Council, thus cvincing on the part of the
House of Asscmbly a similar desire to go to the utmost limits, nay, almost be-
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~yoat the limits of what it deems safe and practicable, to meet the wishes of
those persons in England who have the true interests of the colonies in view.
The House has viewed with much attention and interest the late important
measures adopted by Parliament regarding commerce, and particularly those
which comprehend, and it is supposed are calculated to promote the interest
ot the West Indies ; but the House, without being very sanguine as to the
results, is very grateful for the good intentions or even promised relief on the
part of the Mother Country; and in conclusion, offers your Excellency its
thanks for the deep interest you always take in every measure tending to the

credit and prosperity of the colony. " I have, &ec.
. (Signed) JOHN DAZELL, Speaker.

To His Excellency Rear Admiral Sir Charles Brisbane, K. C. B.
&e. e, &e.

No. 4.

My Lorbp, - Government House, St. Vincent, 27th December 1825.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a new and consolidated
Slave Act, as it passed the Legislature of this colony at its recent session.

It is unnecessary for me here to offer any other remark on this Law, than

to observe it engrossed, in an unusual degree, the time and attention of the
Legislative Body, who, impressed with a due sense of its importance, as
regards the well-being of that class for whose advantage the same is more im-
mediately intended, have spared no pains to make it as liberal and complete a
statute as our local circumstances can possibly admat, '

The analysis, which accompanies the Act, will refer your Lordship to such
of the new clauses as have been framed upon the suggestions of His Majesty’s
Government, and all other objections have been so modified as to warrant
a conclusion that this scatute will not only receive the Royal Assent, but the
approbation of Government and the world at large.

. With reference to your Lordship’s directions, as to my not assenting to any
Act providing a new felony, 1 hope the exigence of the case will justify my
having so done without the suspending clause. The late Act ceased and de-
termined on the 9th instant, and during the time which must have elapsed
before your Lordship’s commands could possibly reach me, recourse must
have been had to martial law, or to that obnoxious Slave Act of 1767, for the
preservation of good order, and the security of persons and property. Under
these circumstances, I trust the present deviation may meet your Lordship’s
approbation rather than censure. _
_ ‘ : I have, &ec.

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. (Signed) C. BRISBANE.

&e. §;c. &e.

An Act to repeal an Act intituled, * An Act for making Slaves real
Estate;” and the first Clause of an Act intituled, ¢ An Act to
appoint Commissioners for the purpose of obtaining an exact
account of the number of the coloured Free People, and num-
ber of Negroes within this Government and ies Dependencies,

. and to ameliorate the condition of Slaves, and for other pur-
C. BRISBANE. -POSCS.”

Crause 1st.—WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws now in force in
these islands relative to Slaves should be revised,and other provisions enacted to
promote their moralsand religious instruction, by means whereof their gene-
ral happiness and comfort may be increased as far as may be consistent with
-due order and subordination, and the well-being of these islands. We, your
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Majesty’s most dutiful and lawful subjects, Sir Charles Brisbane, Knight
Commander of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Captain-
‘General and Governor-in-Chief in and over the island of St. Vincent and its
dependencies, and the Council and Assembly of the same, pray your most
Excellent Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that the several Acts intituled, ¢ An Act for mak-
“‘'ing Slaves real estate, and the better government of Slaves and free Negroes.”
And an Act intituled,  An Act to oblige proprietors and possessors of Slaves
¢ in their own right or right of others, managers and conductors of estates to
* give in returns of runaways and punish obeah men.” "And an Act intituled,
« An Act to repeal the thirty-ninth and fortieth clauses of an Act intituled,
¢ An- Act for making Slaves real estate, and the better government of Slaves
< and free Negroes.”” Andan Act intituled, « An Act to explain and amend
“ an Act; intituled, ¢ An Act for making Slaves real estate, and the better -
¢ government of Slaves and free Negroes.”’ And an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act

¢ to repeal the fourth clause of an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act to explain and

<« amend an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act for making Slaves real estate, and the bet-
« ter government of Slaves and free Negroes,” and amend and re-enact the
¢ same, and the first clause of an Act, intituled, ¢ An Act to appoint Commis-
¢ sioners for the purpose of obtaining an exact account of the number of the

% coloured free people and the number of Negroes within this government

¢ and its dependencies”’ may be repealed ; and the same are hereby repealed
accordingly. :

Crause 2d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
Slaves shall, and are hereby declared to be real estate and not chattels, and
shall descend unto-the heirs of the person or persons dying seized thereof,
according to the custom-and manner of inheritance, held in fee simple, and
widows shall be capable of being endowed thereof; provided always that
any executor or administrator may inventory the said Slaves, but not takc
them into his custody to-the intent that if there be not sufficient goods and
chattels to pay the debts of the deceased, the said Slaves shall be taken and
sold by such executor or administrator for the payment of the said debts, and
be chattels to that purpose, and not otherwise.

Crause 5d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
for the better preserving Slaves on estates in these islands, and for saving
estates from being ruined by the eutire recovery ot legacies left by tes-
tators, ‘and of debts due from their estates, which might with more care
be paid without injuring any person concerned by the allowance of
time for the payment of such debts and legacies after they shall become due,
it shall and may be lawful for any devisee, trustee, executor, or administrator
not having sufhicient effects in his, her, or their hands belonging to the tes-
tator, intestate, or trust estate, out of his, her, or their own nionies to pay
and satisfy, or cause to be paid and satified any legacy or just debts after
the same shall become due from the cstate, that the Slaves may be preserved
on the plantation, and be prevented fiom being levied on and carried from it,

. and the money which any devisee, trustee, or executor, or administrator, shall

pay and satisfy, or cause to be paid and satisfied for the discharging such lega-
cies and debts as aforesaid, shall remain charged and secured upon the estate
or estates for the rclicf of which the same shall be so paid as aforesaid with
interest thereon at and after the rate of six pounds per cent. per annum, until
‘the same be fully paid and satisfied. '

CLausE 4th.—And be it further enacted by the authority afuresaid, that no
free black or coloured person who is now or hereafter may be seized or pos-
sessed of any lands, tenements, or other freehold, shall be considered or taken
as freeholders for any other purpose whatsoever, than for the enjoyment and
protection of the said tenements or freeholders and of leaving or assigning the
same.

Crause 5th.—And whereas by the usage of these islands Slaves have been
permitted to acquire, hold, and enjoy personal property free from the controul
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or interference of their owners, and it is expedient that such laudable custom
should be continued and ‘established by law. Be it therefore enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that if any owner or possessor of any Slave or Slaves, or
any other person or persons whatsoever, shall unlawfully take away from any
Slave or Slaves, or In any manner deprive or cause him, her, or them to be
deprived of any species of personal property by him, her, or them lawfully.
possessed or acquired, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay the sum of
ten pounds over and above the value of any such property so taken away as
aforesaid, the same to be recovered by warraut under the hand and seal of the
J usti(:ie of the Peace, before whom the complaint shall be laid, and the facts
roved.

Crausk 6th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any white or free person who is not the owner or director of any Slave, shall
take away or cause to be taken away from any Slave any article or thing
whatsoever, or shall take or cause to be taken away from any Slave any stock,
meat, vegetables, fruit, provisions, grass, or any other article or thing which

such Slave shall be authorized by any present or future existing laws, usages,

or customs of these islands to sell or possess, or shall after purchasing from
any such Slave any of the articles or things aforesaid, refuse or omit to pay

him or her the price agreed upon for the same, or shall remove or take away -

by force from any Slave, or trample on the ground or scatter about or destroy
any article or thing wh'atsoever aforesaid, or cause the same to be done in any
such cases on complaint made by the owner or director of the said Slave,

though it may be without oath, to any Justice of the Peace in or near the .

parish where the offence is committed, such Justice shall and he is hereby

authorized and directed by an order in writing under his hand, stating the

complaint made by such owner or director, to command such person or per-
sons against whom such complaint was made, to appear at a time and place to
be specified in such order before him and any other Justice who may be then
and there present, that such complaint may be examined into, and such Jus-
tices are hereby authorized to take the examination of such person complained
of upon his or her own oath with respect to the complamt, who shall be
compelled o answer upon oath such questions as the said Justices may put to
him or her; and if such persons shall not fully answer such questions, or
having been duly summoned refuse to appear as aforesaid, he or she shall be

considered as convicted of the said oftence; or it such person having fully

answered such questions sha!l not tully exculpate himself or herself, or shall
be otherwise convicted before the said Justices, he or she shall be compelled

to pay compensation for the full value of the property injured, taken, or.

destroyed, and moreover be fined by the said Justices in any sum not exceed-

ing ten pounds current money ; such com nsation and fine to be recovered

by warrant under the hands and seals of the said Justices directed to any
constable, commanding him forthwith to levy on the goods and chattels of
such offender sufficient to pay such compensation and fine, with all costs and
charges attending all the proceedings aforesaid, and for want of such goods
and chattels to commit such offender to the common gaol for any time not
exceeding twenty days, and such constable shall execute such warrant under
the penalty of five pounds current money aforcsaid; and the said Justices
shall, upon recovery of the said sum of money, pay the compensation to the
Slave and fine into the public treasury. -

Crause 7th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
no shop or store shall be kept open on Sundays under a penalty of ten pounds,
provided that notling herein contained shall extend to the prohibition of

dressing or sclling meats in taverns or victualling houses, nor to the sale of

meat, fish, bread, and other necessaries of life on that day, so that the same
do not take place during the hours appointed and set apart for Divine Service.

Crause Sth.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
owners, proprietors, and possessors, or in their absence the attornies, managers,
or persons having the charge and management of Slaves shall, as much as in

93



94

80

sliem Ties, promote the instruction of their Slaves in the principles of the
Christian religion and the moral duties of mankind, and shall cause to be bap- -
tized all Slaves hereafter to be born within six months. after their respective
births, which ceremony the clergyman of the respective parishes in this jsland

, . and the guardians shall perform, when required, without fee or reward, and

shall, under a penalty of ten pounds for each name omitted and for each child
refused to be baptized when brought to him, enter in a book to be kept for that
purpese, the names of such Slave or Slaves he shall from time to time baptize,
and the name of the estate or owner to whom such Slave or Slaves shall belong,

" and shall, and he is hereby required to give each Slave so baptized a copy of

such entry. : o _
Crause 9th.-—And whereas it is proper and necessary to limit the duration
of Sunday markets holden in the town of Kingstown. Be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the first day of June 1826, the
markets holden in the town of Kingstown on Sundays shall be limited to the
‘hour of ten o'clock in the forenoon, and due warning shall be given by the
ringing ef a bell at half-past nine o'clock to all persons to prepare and depart,
and if any person or persons whatsoever shall remain therein, and expose for
-¢ale any fish, meat, poultry, vegetables, provisions, fruits, herbs, wares, mer-

. .chandize, goods or effects, after the hour of ten o’clock, it shall and may be

lawful for the clerk of the market, or any other constable, to seize the goods
.exposed for sale, and cause them on the following day to be taken before any
one of the Town ‘Warders for the said town, or-any Justice of the Peace, who,
xupon view of such goods so exposed, shall order the same to be sold forthwith,
and the proceeds thereof be applied and disposed of as follows, that is to say,
one moiety to the clerk of the market or constable seizing the same, and the
other moiety to the poor of the said town and parish of St. George.

Crausk 10th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it

~ -ghall and may be lawful for any Slaves who may be desirous to intermarry to

apply to any clergyman of the Established Church of England and Ireland,

to solemnize any such marriage as aforesaid, who are, and each and every

" of them is hereby required to solemnize the same without fee or reward:

rovided always, that each Slave shall produce to such clergyman the consent
an writing of their owner or owners, manager or managers, to the celebration
thereof ; and provided also, that such clergyman upon previous examination

_of such Slaves, consider them’ to have a proper and adequate knowledge of

the nature and obligation of the matriage vow; and provided further, that
such marriage shall not confer on the parties or their issue any rights incon-
sistent with the duties which Slaves owe to their owners or to the government,
or at variance with those rights which the owner or the government are hy
law entitled to assert over the Slaves and their progeny, or subject such Slaves
to intermarrying to any penal infliction, the effects of which might destroy
the rights or injure the property of their owners,

CrauskE 11th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
during crop not ouly shall the Slaves as heretofore be exempted from the
labour of the estate or plantation on Sundays; but that no mills shall be put
about or worked between the hours of seven o’clock on Saturday night, and
four o’clock on  Monday morning, ror shall any boiling house be kept open
after ten o'clock on Saturday night, or sugar boiled therein after that hour,
under the penalty of fifty pounds to be recovered against the proprietor,
manager, or other person having the charge of such estate.

Crausk 12th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
every field Slave on any plantation or estate shall, on work days, be allowed
half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner, and that no Slaves shall
be compelled to any manner of field work upon any plantation before the
hour of five in the morning. or after the setting of the sun, except during the
time of crop, under the penalty ot fifty pounds, to be recovered against the
proprietor, manager, or other person having the charge of such estate.

Crause 13th.~—And be it turther enacted by the authority atoresaid, that
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.every owner-or possessor of Slaves belonging to or worked upon any plantation
«or estate in these islands, or their attorney, shall allow to each and every such
..Slave a sufficient portion of land adapted to the growth of provisions for their
.support and maintenance, and between the 1st day of May and the 31st day

«of January in each and every year, shall allow to each and every such Slave

twenty-six full working days over and above the Sundays, for the purpose of
«cultivating the said land at the discretion of such proprietor or possessor of
“such Slaves, or their attorney, and as to them may be deemed most advantage-
ous and beneficial to such Slaves; and further, shall allow to their Slaves, except
ithose -necessary about their houses and stock-keepers, Good Friday, Christmas
Day, and the two days next following, for their recreation, and no more or
“.other days during the twelve Christmas holydays; and if any person, owner,
_ renter, or manager of any plantation or estate do not allow their Slaves the
" .same days as betore-mentioned for working their grounds, for their recreation
-and as holydays, or shall allow them any other or more days in the Christmas
Jholydays than as aforesaid, the person or persons so offending shall forfeit the
~ .sum of tifty pounds current money of these islands.

Crause 14th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
“.every owner or possessor of Slaves shall employ some person duly qualified
. .in the practice of physic and surgery to attend them as occasion shall require,
provided such medical practitioner can be procured ; and that when any Slave
shall be sick or unable from any accident or cause whatsoever to perform his
-or her usual labour the owner or possessor, or his or her attorney or manager,
.shall cause such Slave to be visited by the said medical practitioner, and shall
provide such medicines, food, and other necessaries, as shail be deemed re-
«quisite by him, under a penalty of fifty pounds current money for every
.default, or neglect, or refusal as has heretofore been customary. The said
* :practitioner, under the like penalty, shall'keep a book upon each plantation,

Mhereir(; the names of the patients, diseases, and his prescriptions shall be
inserted. , :

‘Crause 15th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any owner or possessor of Slaves, or in his absence his attorney or agent,
shall wiltully permit and suffer any Slave or Slaves, blind, diseased, aged or
otherwise disabled from working, or having any infectious disorder, to ramble
.or beg zhout town or country, such person so offending shall upon conviction
‘be fined by any two Justices of the Peace, in any sum not exceeding ten
pounds, nor less than five pounds current money for each offence, one
half whereof shall be paid to the informer and one half to the public. . '

-CLAUSE 16th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
for every infant Slave which shall be born within these islands, and. which
shall survive three weeks, the midwife and nurse shall each be entitled
to demand and receive eight shillings and three pence ; and if there should be
mo nurse in attendance, the midwife shall be entitled to demand and receive
.sixteen shillings and sixpence ; and upon every intant Slave attaining the age
of fifteen months, having been then weaned, the mother thereof shall be en-
titled to demand and receive forty-nine shillings and sixpence ; and upon every
such infant being incorporated in the grass or vine gang, the mother or per-
son nursing the infant shall be entitled to demand and receive the further sum
-of gixteen shillings and sixpence ; the said several premiums, or sums of
money, shall in the first instance be paid by the owner or owners, or person
or persons having the direction of the said Slaves, but shall be deducted
by gim or them so paying the same from the public taxes, which shall
become due and papable by the owner or owners, possessor or possessors
of the said Slaves, next after the payment by him or them of the said several

-sums of money, and the amount thereof charged by the Treasurer against the

jpublic, upon oath being first made before the Treasurer or his lawful deputy,
“that the said several premiums and sums of money have been duly and bond
fide paid to the midwife, nurse, and mother of any. such infant Slave,
in -manner hereinbefore directed and provided, that the said premiums shall
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only be allowed and paid to children of Slaves employed on estates or
in agriculture. . . . . e

Crause 17th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
every female Slave who shall have six children living, or who having raised .
from infancy, and dwing the period of nurture, a child or children of
deceased mothers, and who shaﬁecontinue to live with her as her adopted
child or children, shall have of her own and of such so raised and adopted
child or children six children living, shall only be employed in light labour.
in the field or otherwise; and the owner or possessor of every such female
Slave shall be exempted from all manner of taxes for such female Slave, any
thing in the Act commonly called the ¢ Poll Tax Act,” or any other of the
Tax Acts of these islands, passed or annually to be passed, to the contrary
notwithstanding ; and a deduction shall be made for all such female Slaves
from the taxes of such owner or possessor, upon the certificate of the Justice
taking the annual returns, that proof was given on oath to his satisfaction, not
only that the requisite number of children, together with the mother or
adopted mother are living, but also that the mother had been employed only
in light field or other labour, and was provided with the means of an easy and
comfortable maintenance; and- any person refusing to comply with such
exemption from taxes, instead of the severe labour of such woman aforesaid,
shall subject himself or herself to a penalty of one hundred pounds for each .
and every offence. ‘ _ '

CLausSE 18th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
all manumissions ot any Slave or Slaves, duly executed and recorded in the
Register Officeof these islands shall be good, valid and effectual conveyances in
the law, toall intents and purposes whatsoever, and the Register of Deeds or his
lawful Deputy shall publish the names of the parties executing the deed, and the
names of the Slave or Slaves thereby manumitted in the successive Gazettes,
or other newspapers, published next after the acknowledgment of such manu-
mission, at the expence of the party recording the deed, the fee for which
shall be four pounds enrrency : provided always that no owner or possessor
of any Slave or Slaves, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney, guar-
dian, trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall manumit any Slave or Slaves on
account or by reason of such Slave or Slaves being rendered incapable of
labour or service to his, her, or their owner or possessor, by means of sickness,
age, or infirmity ot mind or body, under the penalty of two hundred pounds
curiency to be recovered before any two Justices of the Peace, and, upon con-
viction, to be levied by a warrant under their hands and seals directed to the
Provost Marshal General, or his lawtul Deputy, which fine shall be paid to
the Treasurer or his lawful Deputy, who 1s hereby empowered and directed
to allow to each of the said Slave or Slaves, so made free, the sum of twenty
pounds per annum, to be paid quarterly for his or her maintenance and sup- .
port during life. '

Cravust 19th.—And whercas advantages may be taken of the ignorance of
persons who may have been imperfectly manumitted in order to detain them
1n slavery, be it further enacted by the authority atoresaid, that any person or
persons who shall knowingly or wilfully keep or detain, or cause to be kept
or detained, or connive at, or assist in the detention of any person or persons
whatsoever in slavery who shall be entitled to freedom, he, she, or they,
upon the freedom of such persons being established either by the judgment of

“any court, or the execution of any deed or will, or any other satistactory proof

to be produced before any two Justices of the Peaee, shall forfeit and pay to
such person or persons so detained treble the amount of any hire that such
person or persons would have produced during the time he, she, or they were
so detained in slavery, the rate of which hire shall be settled by the said
Justices, to be levied on the goods, chattels, and Slaves of the offender or
offenders by a warrant under the hands and seals of two Justices direcied to
the Provost Marshal General or his lawful Deputy. '

CLAUSE 20th.—And be it further dcclared and enacted by the authority
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aforesaid, that the maliciously killing any Slave shall be for the hiture, as it
has been heretofore, deemed murder, and such person so offending shall on
conviction, be adjudged guilty of. felony without the benefit of elergy, and
shall suffer death accordingly ; and if the Slave so killed shall be the property
of any other persou or persons, or if any person or persons shall have any
interest whatsoever in the said Slave, the real and personal estate of the
person convicted of the said offence, shall be subject to and is hercby charged
with the payment of treble the value uf the Slave so killed wnto the pro-
prietor, or unto such.persnn or persons entitled to any remainder or rever-
sionary interest therein, or under any executor or administrator entitled to
claim the Slave for the payment of debts; provided always that such con-
viction shall not extend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture ot lands
or tenements, goods or chattels, except as hereinbefore excepted. '

Crause 21st—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
in order to restrain arbitrary punishment, no Slave on any plantation or
estate shall receive more than ten stripes at one time, and for one offence, un-
less the owner, attorney, guardian, executor, administrator, or manager of such
plantation or estate having such Slave under his care shall be present; and
no such owner, attorney, guardian, exccutor, administrator, or manager,
shall, on any account, punish a Slave with more than thirty-nine stripes at
one time and for one offence, nor inflict or suffer to be inflicted such last-
ineutioned punishment, nor any other number of stripes, in the same week,
nor until the delinquent has recovered from the effects ot any former pu-
nishment under a penalty not less than fifteen pounds or more than fisty
pounds for every offence to be recovercd against the person directing or per-
mitting such punishment in a suinmary manner before any two Justices of
the Peace, and, upon conviction, to be levied by their warrant directed to the
Provost Marshal General, besides being subject to be prosecuted by indict-
ment in the Court of Grand Sessions of the Peace of these islands as for an
offence agajnst this Act. :

Craust 22d.—And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, that
there shall be kept upon every plantation and estate throughout this island,
and upon every plantation and estate in the island of Beguia, and the other
Dependencies, a book wherein it shall be the duty of the owner, proprietor,
manager, or other person having the charge and management of such plan-
tation or estate, to enter and record all and every the crimes for which punish-
ment shall be inflicted, and the nature and extent of every such punishment,
exceeding ten lashes, upon such plantation or estate; and ‘such book so
to be kept on every such plantation or estate shall be prodnced when called
for by any Justice of the Peace, upon enquiry into any complaint of ill-
treatment of any Slave or Slaves attached to or worked upon such plantation
or estate under the penalty of twenty pounds, to be levied and recovered by
warrant under the hand and seal of tie Justice before whom complaint shall
be lodged, and demand made as aforesaid.

Crause 23d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
no Slave or Slaves shall from and after the 1st day of January 1827, carry
any such instrument as is commonly called the cart whip, as a mark or
emblem of his or their authority while superintending the labour of any Slave
or Slaves in or upon any plantation or estate, and the person or persous 2o
cffending, and each and every person who shall or may direct, authorize,
instigate, procure, or be aiding, assisting, or abetting in any such illegal use or
exhibition of any such whip as aforesaid, shall be deemed adjudged and taken
to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being thereot convicted, shall suffer such

 punishment as the Court before which such misdemeanor is cognizable shall
in its discrection direct. » '
~ Crausk 24th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
no person shall, on any pretence whatsoever, punish any Slave, whether his
own property, or otherwise, by fixing or causing to be fixed an iron or other
collar round the neck of such Slave, or by loading the body or limbs of such
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Slaye for any offence whatsoever with chains’ or weights of any kind other
than a light collar without hooks, to lnfilcate that '!uch Slave is an incorrigible
runaway, or one accustomed to commit depredations on the .grourﬂxds of the
other Slaves, and which collar shall only be put on by the direction of a Justice,
on due proof of the offence, under a penalty not less than five pounds nor
exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in a summary wanner before any
two Justices of the Peace, and all and every the Justices of the Peace are
hereby ‘authorized and required under the penalty of one hundred pounds on
information and view of such offence to order such collar, chains, irons, or
weights, to be immediately taken off the Slave or Slaves wearing and bearing
the same, save and except Slaves committed to the gaol or cage. ‘

Crausk 25th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
in case any Justice of the Peace shall receive any complaint or credible infor-
mation from any Slave or otherwise, that any Slave or Slaves has or have been
wantonly or improperly punished or confined contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this Act, it shall and may be lawful to and for such Justice to
associate one other Justice with him, and to issue their warrant to any con-
stable ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where such Slave or
Slaves are or is toufined, and to release and bring him, her, or them before the
Justices, who are hereby authorized to commit the said Slave or Slaves to the
gaol, until enquiry shall be made into the facts; and if upon such enquiry it
chall be found that the said complaint is true, it shall be the duty of the said
Justices, and they are hereby required to prosecute the offender according to
Jaw;; but if it shall appear that such complaint was groundless, the said Jus-
tices shall punish the complainant, and the person giving informaticn thereof,
it a free person, by imprisonment not exceeding ten days, and if a Slave, by
a number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine, and commitment to hard
labour for a period not exceeding ten days, and the costs and charges of the
prosecution shall be paid by the Treasurer, or his lawful deputy, in case the
owner or owners of the Slave or Slaves shall not be capable of paying them,
upon certificate of the President of the Court to that effect.

“Crausk 26th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any owner, possessor, or other person whatsoever, shall, at his, bher, or
their own will and pleasure, or by his, her, or their direction, or with his,
her, or their knowledge, sufferance, privity or consent, wantonly or cruelly
whip, mal-treat, beat, bruise, cut, wound, or imprison, or keep in confine-
ment without sufficient support, any Slave or Slaves, he, she, or they shall be
liable to be indicted for such offence, and upon conviction shall be punished by
fine not exceeding one hundred and fifty pounds, or imprisonmeut not ex-
ceeding twelve months, or both, for each and every Slave so wounded, punished.
or confined, as aforesaid, and such punishment 1s declared to be without pre-
judice to any action that may be brought for the recovery of treble the value
of such Slave or Slaves, for or on account of the same, in case such Slave or
Slaves shall not be the absolute and entire property of the offender; and in
atrecious cases, when the owner of such Slave or Slaves shall be convicted of
such offence, the Court are hereby empowered, in case they shall think 1t ne-
cessary, for the future protection of such Slave or Slaves, to .declare him,
her or them free and discharged from all manner of servitude whatsoever, and
to order and direct the said one hundred and fifty pounds to be paid to the
Treasurer or his lawful Deputy, who shall pay to each of the said Slave or
Slaves so made free the sum of fifteen pounds per annum for his or her main-
tenance and support during life.

Crause 27th—And whereas persons who illegally detain the Slaves of
others, and employ them in their service, do it so cunningly and secretly,
that evidence by white or free persons cannot be had against them. Be it
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon any suspicion of illegal
detaining or ewploying, any Justice of the Peace shall, and is hereby required
upon application, to issue a summons to the party accused, and any witnesses
required by either party requiring him, her, or them to attend at a certain
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.day to answer the premises, directed to a constable, and on the trial such
Justice shall and may examine the person or persons accused, and all the
witnesses, on his, her, or their oaths, concerning such illegal detaining or em-
ploying, and if confessed by the party or parties accused, or proved by any
other evidence, such Justice shall give judgment for the party injured to reco-
ver, as hereinafter directed, any sum under twenty pounds; and if any white
or other person so suspected or charged, being summoned, shall refuse or ne-
glect to attend, or, attending, should refuse to answer on oath the interroga-
tories of the said Justice touching his or her offence, or answering, shall
confess such offence, then, and in such case, his or her absence, silence, or
confession, shall he deemed signal proof of his or her guilt, and the said
Justice shall give judgment against him or her as hereinbefore directed ; but,
should it appear to the Justice that the information is groundless or malicious,
then and in that case the informer (it a Slave) shall be punished with any
number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine, at the discretion of the said
Justice; and the Justice giving judgment shall make a record of his proceed-
ings, and return it into the office of the Clerk of the Crown under his hand
and seal, and the complainant or party injured may sue for the execution
thereon after the expiration of three days from giving judgment by a warrant
under the hand and seal of the Clerk of the Crown for this island, or his
lawful Deputy, directed to the Provost Marshal General or his lawful Deputy,
to be levied upon the goods and chattels of the offender, which shall be im-
mediately carried to the next town and sold at public sale at the expence of the

. offender or offenders, to satisfy the debt and costs, and in default of sufficient
goods and chattels of the offender being found for the purpose aforesaid, he,
she, or they shall be taken and imprisoned upon such execution until satis-
faction be made of the judgment and all fees, and the Justice for hearing the
trial and making out the record shall be authorized to demand and receive
twelve shillings, and no more; and the Clerk of the Crown shall also be en-
titled to receive one shilling and sixpence for filing, and three shillings for the
execution, and the Marshal or his lawful Deputy six shillings for executing the
warrant upon the body of such offender in default of goods and chattels, and
if levied on goods and chattels, then he shall, besides the said six shillings,
be entitled to eighteen-pence in the pound for levying and selling, and sueh
recovery before a Justice of the Peace shall be a bar to any further prosecution
for the same offence.

Crause 28th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
any person or persons what.cever being duly summoned as aforesaid for the
space of twenty-four hours to attend at the day of the trial as witnesses, shall
neglect to-attend, he, she, or they shall for such neglect forfeit ten pounds
current money, to be recovered before any one Justice of the Peace, and levied
by his warrant, directed to the Provost Marshal General, on the goods and
chattels of the offender, and sold, as last mentioned, to the use of the party
complaining, and then another day, on such failure of the attendance of any
material witness summoned, shall be granted for trial on the complainant de-
siring such further day, and on his paying such fees and costs down for such
further day as the Justice and others shall be entitled to.

Crause 29th.—And be it further enacted, by the auihority aforesaid, that

any person who shall take up any Slave or Slaves belonging to another, and.
shall keep the said Slave or Slaves in his or her custody or possession longer -.

than forty-eight hours without sending the said Slave or Slaves to the owner
or owners thereof, if he or they can in any way know him, her, or them, (or
without delivering the said Slave or Slaves to the Provost Marshal General, or
his lawful deputy), shall forfeit and pay for every day each Slave (not being of
any trade) is kept or entertained by him or her after the first forty-eight hours,
twelve shillings ; but if the Slave detained be of any trade, then the person
detaining him shall forfeit twenty-four shillings each day he or she shall so
detain such Slave; and if the forfeiture incurred by such detention be under
twenty pounds, the same may be recovered before any Justice of the Peace,
£o be levied on the goods and chattels of’ the person offending, and in default
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thereof, on his, her, or their person or persons but if the forferture so i.ncur-
red be above twenty pounds, then the saine may be recovered by.an action: of
debt at common law, in which no protection or wager of law shall be allowed.
Cravsk 30th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
any white or free person or persons, who shall invcigl_e, enlice, or seduce any
Slave or Slaves out of the custody of his or hier or their ownier or possessor by
any encouragement or inducement whatsoever, shall be ltable to the same
enalty for every day thbe said Slave or Slaves by such means or procurement
shall be alisent from théir owner or possessor, as 1n the case of entertaining a
runaway longer than forty-eight hours, ;md to be recoYcred aftcr the same
manner: and every person, whether white, free, or a Slave, who shall vio-
lently, and by force or otherwise, take any Slave or Slaves out of the plauta-
tion or castody of his or their owner or posscssor, shall be deemed guilty of
feiony, and shall be indicted, and suffer, as in cases of felm}y ; .and any per-
gson or persons, whether white, freepor a Slave, who shall inveigle or entice
away from his, her, or their owner or owners, any Slave or Slaves, and shall
carry, or endeavour to carty, such Slave or Slaves off these islands, shall be
decmed guilty of felony without benetit of clergy. ‘
CLAUSE 31st.—And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and safety of
these islands to suffer Slaves to continue out as runaways, aud it is absolutely

~ necessary to declare and make known what Slaves shall be deemed such. Be

it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave or Slaves who
shall be absent from his, her, or their owner or employer without leave, for
the space of forty-eight hours, or who shall be absent from the house, plan-
tation or estate to which such Slave or Slaves shall belong, without a ticket
or other permit to pass, except as hereinatter excepted, in going to and re-
turning from markct shall be deemed a runaway.
sLausk 32d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
when any Slave shall be ran away from the service of his or her owner or em-
ployer, cvery other Slave ‘who, knowing such Slave to be a runaway, shall en-
tertain, harbour, receive, or conceal, or any way aid or assist, or comfort,
afford, or give sustenance to him or her, shall upon conviction thereof before
any Justice of the Peace be publicly whipped, with any number of stripes nor
exceeding thirty-nine, or such other punishment as the said Justice shall direct.
CLauske 33:1.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
any person who shall take up a runaway Slave, and knowing the owner or
possessor thereof, 1s hercby directed within forty-eight hours either to give
such owner or possessor notice thereof, or to send home the said Slave if the
distance does not exceed eight miles, and if the distance does. exceed eight
miles it shall be at the option of the person taking up such runaway either to- -
give notice as aforesaid, or to send such runaway to the owner or possessor,
or to the common jail, and the owner or possessor of such Slave, or the Pro-
vost Marshal General or his Deputy, if such Slave be sent to jail, shall pay to
the person taking up such Slave the sum of twelve shillings and twelve pence
er mile for the distance sent; and if the owner or possessor of such runaway
shall refuse to pay the above reward and charges, if sent to him or her, then
such runaway shall be sent to the common jail, and the Provost Marshal Ge-
peral or his lawful Deputy is hereby directed to pay the same reward and
charges for bringing in the said runaway at the rate of twelve pence per mile,
and also the sum of forty shillings over and above the said reward and charges;
and if such owner or possessor of such runaway shall detain such runaway in
his or her possession without paying the reward and charge as aforesaid, the
same, together with the penalty of forty shillings for such detainer and re-
fusal, shall be recovered in a snmmary manner before any one Justice of the
Peace by warrant under his hand and seal, complaint being first made on oath
before him, and the owner or possessor of such runaway being first summoned
to attend to answer the complaint aforesaid, and having at least forty-eight
hours notice for each attendance.
Crausk 34th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
it shall and way be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, and he is hereby
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authomsed and required upon complaint made to him on oath, that any Slave
or Slaves are run away, and bave absented themselves from the service of their
owners or employers, and at the request of their owners or employers, or
their attornies or agents, and not otherwise, to grant a warrant to search for
and apprehend all such runaway Slaves, as also such Slaves as the complainant
shall have just cause to suspect to be guilty of wilfully entertaining, harbour-
ing or concealing such runaway Slaves, and bring them before such Justice to
be dealt with according to law for their offences ; and it shall and may be lawful
for any person or persons so authorised by warrants as aforesaid, to enter any
Negro-house or houses by day or night, to search for any Slave or Slaves,
having first given notice to the master, owner, manager, or overseer, on the
plantation to which such house or houses belong, and after such warrant ob-
tained, and notice given as aforesaid, to break open the door or doors of such
Negro-houses into which admittance shall have been refused.

Crause 85th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that .

the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy, shall receive all runaways
into his custody, and if brought by a Slave to be accompanied by a note from
a white or free person, which note the Marshal shall produce if required; and
the said Provost Marshal General, or his lawfal deputy, shall keep the said
Slave or Slaves in safe custody, and shall affix a list of the names of such
runaway Slaves in his custody on the Court-house door, and shall further cause
an advertisement to be inserted in the public Gazette of this island within six
days next after receiving each Slave 1nto the common jail, containing the
name or names of each Stave or Slaves 1n his custody, the names of the owner
or owners if known, but if not known, an exact description of the person of
each Slave or Slaves, which advertisement shall be republished once in
every month whilst such Slave or Slaves shall continue in jail and not
witener. ) .

. Crauskt 36th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy, shall be entitled to and
be paid six shillings for taking such Slave into his custody, and two shillings
cach twenty-four hoars the Slave shall continue in prison for his maintenance,
and upon the delivery of any Slave to the owner or possessor of the same, he
shall be paid the further sum of six shillings, besides the twelve shillings for
taking up, and one shilling per mile, and the forty shillings penalty which
the bringer of the said Slave shall have reecived trom him; and if any Slave
“or Slaves shall continue in prison for three months after the proper publi-
«cations as aforesaid, such Slave or Slaves shall be taken out and sold at public
sale for the fees by order of two Justices of the Peace, and the overplus, if
any there be, after paying the aforesaid fces and all the above-mcntioned
charges, together with five pounds per centum commission on the sale, shall
be returned to the owner, or if such owner be unknown to the Treasurer for
the time being to remain to the use of the public until the owner shall ap-

pear ; and the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy, shall be obliged-

upon oath to account and pay over once in every year at least unto the Trea-
surer for the time being, all such sums of moncy as he shall have reccived on
account of the sales ot such Slaves, under the penalty or forfeiture for every
neglect or default the sum of one hundred pounds current money.

CLause 37th,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
in case the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful Deputy, shall refuse to pay
the bringer of any runaway the s¢veral sums of money hereinbefore directed
to be paid, or shall refiise to receive the said Slave so brought, or shall neglect
or refuse to put up and publish his, her, or their names, or shall wiltully or
negligently suffer any runaway received by him to escape, or shall employ
him in any work, or shall refuse to deliver any rumaway to his owner or pos-
sessor, on tender of his legal fees and all disbursements, for every such offence
the Provost Marshal General, or his lawtul Deputy, shall forfeit aud pay the
sum of ten pounds current moncy to be levied on his goods and cha.ttels by a
warrant under the hand and seal of any Justice of the Peace to be dirccetd to
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the Coroner ; and if any Slave or-Slaves in the custody of the Provost Marshal
General, shall perish from want or neglect, he shall forfeit and pay the full
value of such Slave to the owner thereof, to be recovered in the manuner
herein-before mentioned, and shall moreover be subject to an indictment for
each offence. ‘ )
Crausk 38th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Slave shall run away from his or her owner or possessor, and continue
absent for a term exceeding six months, such Slave being convicted thereof,
shall be sentenced to be confined to hard labour for such time as the Court
shall direct, or be transported for life according to the magnitude of the.
offence ; and if any Slave shall run away as aforesaid, and continue absent for
any term not exceeding six months, each Slave shall be liable to be tried
before two Justices of the Peace, and upon conviction thereot shall, for the
first offence, suffer such punishment by whipping or confinement to hard
labour, not exceeding three months, as the said two Justices shall think proper
to direct ; but if the said Slave hath frequently ranaway, and is by his owner,
possessor, or manager, declared on oath to be an incorrigible runaway, he
shall be committed to be tried as if he or she had run away from his or her
said owner or possessor, and continued for a term exceeding six months, and

- such Slave being convicted thereof shall be sentenced to hard labour or be

transported for life as the Court shall direct. _
Crause 39th.—And whereas several Slaves have found means to desert

. from their owners and depart from these islands to the great damage of such

owners and evil example to other Slaves; and whereas there 1s reason to
believe that such Slaves have been aided and assisted in such escape and de-
parture by other persons, and their is not any adequate punishment provided
by law for such desertion or departure, or conspiting to desert or depart

_ from these islands, or for persons aiding, assisting, or abetting such deserters;

for remedy whereof be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any Slave shall runaway from his, her, or their owner or owaers, employer

or employers, and go off or conspire or attempt to go off from any of these

islands in any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatsoever, or shall
aid, abet, or assist any other Slave or Slaves in such going off these islands,
he, she, or they so running away and going off, or conspiring or attempting
to go off, or so aiding, assisting, or abetting in such going off, shall be dcemed
guilty of felony, and shall suffer transportation or such other punishment
proportionate to the offence as the Court shall direct. :
CLause 40th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Slave or Slaves shall forcibly or otherwise seize, take, or carry away
any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatsoever, or shall embark on
board of any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatever, with intent
to seize, take, and carry away the same, and shall be duly convicted of the
said offence, he, she, or they shall be adjudged to be guilty of fclony without
benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accordingly. ’
* CLAUSE 41st.—And be it further enacted by the -authority aforesaid, that
if any white or free coloured person, Indian or free Negro, knowingly aid,
assist, or abet any Slave or Slaves in so going off these islands, and shall be
convicted thereof in the Court of Grand Sessions of the Peace in this island,
such white or free coloured person, Indian or free Negro, shall be deemed
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, and suffer death accordingly.
. Crausk 42d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
it shall and may be lawful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding,
assisting, or abetting any Slave or Slaves in going off these islands, whether
the principal or principals be convicted or not, any thing in this or any other
act, law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. , ,
Crause 43d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
in case any Negro or other person sent in and detained in the common gaol
as a runaway Slave, shall allege himself or herself to be free; it shall be the
duty of any Justice of the Peace, upon application made to him, to convene
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a-meeting, consisting of not less than three Justices of the Peace, within ten*
days after such application, and of which meeting, and of the time and place
of holding the same, due notice shall be given in the several newspapers of"
this island, and the said Justices shall investigate, enquire intg, and examine
the truth of such allegation; and if it shall appear to such meeting that such "
person detained as a runaway Slave is free, such person shall be forthwith
discharged ; and in case it shall appear to such meeting that such person isa-
Slave, he or she shall be remanded to the common gaol: provided always,
and it is hereby declared, that the decision of such Justice shall be without,:
prejudice to- the prosecution of the rights and title of any person to such
runaway or to the prosecutor, by such person detained as ‘a runaway of his -
or her right or title to his or her freedom, or for damages for his or her illegal
detention or imprisonment against the person or persons causing the same.

. CLAUSE 44th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
no Negro or other person detained as a runaway Slave or Slaves, . so claiming
their freedom as aforesaid, shall be sold by the Provost Marshal General,
until such meeting of Justices has been convened and held, and such investi-
gation, enquiry, and examination had, and without the same being certified
by the Justices attending such meeting, under their hands and seals, and filed
with the Clerk of the Crown at the public expense, and the sale of any run-
away Slave or Slaves so claiming their freedom, made without such certifi-
cate being obtained, shall be, and the same is hereby declared null and void
to all intents and purpuses whatsoever. ‘

. Crausk 45th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
no Slave, such only excepted as shall attend the market with firewood, grass,
fruit, provisions, or small stock, and any other goods which they may law-
fully sell, be permitted or suflered to go out of the plantation or estate of his
or her owner or employer, or to travel from one town or place to another,
unless such Slave shall have a ticket from his or her owner or employer or
manager, expressing particularly the time of the departure of such Slave,
and where he or she is going, and the time limited for his or her return, and
any Slave found without such ticket shall be deemed and taken'to be a run-
away, and dealt with accordingly. r‘\ !

CLAuUSE 46th.—And whereas the more effectually to protect runaway
Slaves tickets are given hy white persons, tree Negroes, or coloured persons:
be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any white person, free
Negro, or coloured person, granting or giving sueh ticket in their own name,
or in the name or names of any other person with such intent, shall be liable
to be tried for the said offerice before the Court of Grand Sessions of the Peace
in this island, and on conviction shall suffer such punishment by fine or im-
prisonment as the Court shall direct.

CLAusE 47th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if the Slave of any person shall be killed in pursuing runaways or Slaves
charged with other crimes by the order of his owner, employer, or manager,
or any other lawful order, the Slave slain shall be paid for by the public, and
the value settled by any two Justices of the Peace.

Crausk 48th.—And whereas dances and other nightly meetings of Slaves
are highly injurious to their health and morals; be it therefore enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that if any owner, manager, or overseer, shall permit
or suffer any Slave or Slaves to hold any assembly or meeting of Slaves at any
time, for the purpose of dancing or for any other purpose, after the hour of
ten o'clock at night, or shall permit or suffer any drums, horns, or shells to
be beat or sounded upon any plantation, estate, or in any yard, house, or
place under his or her care or management, if such meetings shall be held,
or such drums, horns, or shells beat or sounded without his or her privity or
knowledge, and he or she shall not use his or her utmost endeavour to prevent
the same, either by his or her own power or authority, or in case of necessity
by timely application to one of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the

assistance of the eivil power, such owner, manager, oversecr, or other person
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s6 offending, shall for every such offence upon conviction tllqreof'," upon an
indictment in the Court of Grand Sessions of the‘Pgace, ) suffer imprisonment
wvithout bail or mainprize for any term not exceeding six calendar months,:
rovided information is made upon oath as aforesaid, before one of ‘Hl.s. Ma-
Jesty’s Justices of the Peace, within fourteen days after the commission of
such offence; but nothing herein contained shall be construefl to prevent any
owner or proprictor of any plantation or estate, or the manager thereof from
granting ﬁberty to the Slaves of such plantation or estate, only to assemble
together upon such plantation or estate, and play and divert themselves in any
junocent amusement, so as they do not make use of military drums, horns,
or shells; but they shall and may grant such liberty when and as often as they
please, provided such amusements are put an end to by ten o'clock at night.
Crausg 49th.—And be it hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Indian, free Negro, coloured or white person, shall hereafter suffer
any unlawful assembly of Slaves at his or her house, or adjoining their place’
of abode, or shall attend any such assembly elsewhere, every such Indian,
free Negro, coloured or white person, shall upon due conviction thereof before
any Court of Sessions, suffer punishment by fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds, or imprisonment not exceeding six months, provided, nevertheless,
that information thereof shall be givea on oath within fourteen days after such
unlawful meeting. ' : : .
Crause 50th.—And whereas camps and settlements are established by
runaways and others which are of dangerous tendency : be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, that all Slaves who shall or may establish any camp
or settlement unknown to his, her, or their owner or employer, shall be liable
to be apprehended, and if convicted thereof, he, she, or they shall be deemed
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accordingly.
CLaUSE 51st.—And whereas it is necessary to prevent secret and unlawful
meetings of Slaves: be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
all and every Slave or Slaves who shall be found at any meeting, formed either
for the purpose of administering unlawful oaths, or entering into ‘unlawful
compacts, or learning the use of arms, or opposing or resisting any persons
employed to apprehend them, or for any other unlawful or dangerous purpose,
such Slave or Slavesshall on conviction thereof be deemed guilty of felony without
benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death, or transportation for life as the Court
shall direct, and if any person or persons, whether white or of free condition,
shall be present at any such meeting and aiding and assisting in any of the un-
lawful purposes before-mentioned, such person or persons shall upon convic-
tion thereof in the Court of Grand Scssions of the Peace be punished by
death, transportation off these islands for lite, or fine, or imprisonment, or both,
as the Court shall direct, and if any person or persons having any knowledge
of such unlawful mcetings as aforesaid shall not forthwith give information
thereof to a Justice of the Peace, such person or persons shall on conviction
before the Court of Grand Sessions of" the. Peace, suffer such punishment by
fine or imprisonment, or both, as the Court shall direct. ’ -
CrLaUsE 52d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any Slave or Slaves shall be found to have in his, her or their custody or pos-
session any fire-arms, pikes, sabers, swords, cutlasses, lances, gunpowder,
slugs or ball without the knowledge of his, her or their Manager, such Slave
or Slaves shall be taken before two Justices, who shall, if they are of opinion
that the same was with ewvil intent, commit such Slave or Slaves to the jail to
be tried as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction the said Slave or Slaves
shall suffer transportation, imprisonment, or such other punishment as the
Court shall direet, and if any person whatsoever shall hereafter sell, barter, or
give to any Slave any fire-arms, cutlasses, or offensive weapon without a ticket
or leave from the Master of such Slave, he, she or they shall forfeit ten pounds
current money of these islands for such offence.
Crause 53d.~—And in order to prevent the many mischiefs, that may arise
from the wicked art of Negroes and other persons going under the appella-
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tion of obeah men and women: be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that any person, whether free or Slave, who shall pretend to any
supernatural power for any evil purpose whatsoever, or shall use or pretend to
use any such practices with an intent so as to affect or endanger the life or
health of any Slave or other person, shall upon conviction thereof be deemed
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy and shall suffer death accordingly.
Craust 54th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
-if ahy person whatsoever, whether free or Slave, shall mix or prepare with an
intent to give or cause to be given to any person whatsoever, any poison or
poisonous or noxious drug, pounded glass or other deleterious matter in the
ractice of obeah, or otherwise, although death may not ensue on the taking
thereof, the said person or persons, together with accessaries, as well before as
after the fact, being duly convicted thereof, shall be deemed guilty of felony
without benefit of clergy and shall sufler death accordingly.
Cravske 55th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatif
" there shall be found. in the poussession of any person or persons, whether
free or Slave, any poisonous drug, pounded glass or other materials nutoriously
used, and with intent to use the same, in the practice of obeah, such Slave or
other person upon comviction shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall
suffer transportation from these islands or such punishment not extending to
life as the Court shall direct.

Crausk 56th.—And whereas the practice of ignorant, superstitious or
designing Slaves attempting to instruct others has been attended with the
most pernicious consequences : be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that any Slave or Slaves found publicly preaching or teaching any religious
subject, shall upon due proof thereof be punished in such manner as any two
Justices may deem proper by whipping and imprisonment.

Crause 57th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any Slave shall feloniously and forcibly take from the person’ of another,

whether a Slave or tree person, goods or money to the value of twenty shillings
current money, by violence, or putting him or her in fear, he or she shall be’

guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, and if any Slave shall break or

enter in any manner whatsoever into any mansion, house, shop, works, negro-
house or other out-house and take and carry therefrom, or with an intent te

take and carry therefrom, goods or money to the value of six pounds current
money, he or she shall be guilty of felony without the bencfit of clergy.
Cravuse 58th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any Slave shall assault or offer violence by striking, or otherwise, to or towards
any white person or persons of free condition, such Slave shall upon convie-
tion thereof be punished by transportation or confinement to hard labour for
life, or for a limited time, or such other punishment according to the nature
of the offence as the Court shall in its discretion think proper to inflict, and in
case any white person or persons of free condition shall be maimed, injured or
mutilated in body by any Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, then such Slave or Slaves

being duly convicted thereof shall be deemed guilty of felony without benefit of

_clergy : provided such assault or violence be not by the command of his or

their owner, manager or person intrusted with the charge of them, orin the’

lawtul defence of the person or goods of their owncer. :

CLavusE 59th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
any Slave or Slaves using any defamatory language or words of abuse tending
to provoke a breach of the peace towards any person or persons whatsoever,

shall and may be punished by any Juctice of the Peace upon due proof of the -

same, by whipping or imprisonment, provided that the complaint be made to
such Justice within two days after the offence hath been committed.

Craust 60th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any Slave or Slaves shall, by wantonly or cruelly cutting, chopping, sticking,
or by any other manner or way whatsoever mutilate, disfigure, dismember or
injure any Slave or Slaves so as to endanger life, although death shall not
susuc, or that such Slave or Slaves shall become a cripple or lose any of his or
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her limbs, or be deprived of the use thcrcpf, all. and every such Slav'e or Slaveg
so offepding shall be tried by the Court of Sessions, anq upen conviction shall
far the first offence suffer such punishment not ‘extcndmg to life as the Cowmrt
shall direct according to the circumstances of the case, and for a second
oftence upon conviction shall suffer death or transportation for _hfc as the Court
shall direct, and when one 8lave murders another the price paid by the public
on the execution of the murderer, as hereafter directed, shall be equally
divided between the Owner of the offender and the Owner of the Sla\fe slain,
CLause 61st.—And be it further enacted by the autharity aforesaid, that
all Slaves that shall be taken fighting, or who shall draYv a knife or cutlass in
assaulting another, or in his own defence, shall be publicly whipped by order
of a Justice of the Peace, and if in Kingstown or Calliaqua, by order of any
Town Warden, with any number of stripes not exceeding thirty-nine.
Crausk 62d.—And be it further enacted by the authonty aforesaid, that if
any Slave shall steal any horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule,
ot ass, or shail kill any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare,
mule or ass, with intent to stcal the whole carcass of any such horned cattle,
sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule or ass, or any part ot the flesh thereof,
such Slave shall on conviction thereof suffer death, transportation, or sueh-
égh_cr 'punishm_cnt as the Court shall direct. )
Crause 63d.—And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if apy Slave shall fraudulently have in his, her, or their custody or possession,
ynknown to his or her owner, possessor, manager, or other person. who. sha.ll:
have the charge of such Slave, any fresh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or goat, in
gny quantity not‘excecding twenty pounds weight, without giving a satisfae-
tory. account in whut manner he or she became possessed thereof, such .Sl-ave
upon conviction thereof before any two Justices of the Peace shall be whipped:
in such manner as such Justices sha]l direct, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes ;
and. if there shall be found in his, her, or their custody or possession, a greater
quantity than twenty pounds weight of fresh beef, veal, mntion, pork, orgoat,
angd, such Slave shall not give a satisfactory account, how. he or she became.
possessed of such meat, then such Slave upon_conviction thereof, shall suffer
such punishment by whipping or confinement to hard labour, as the said two-
Jystices shall direct, not exceeding fifty lashes, or one month’s imprisonment.
CrLause 64th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Slave shall wantonly or cruelly cut, chop, shoot at, or otherwise maim
or injure any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare, mule, ass, or sheep, such
Slave shall for every such offence be tried in a summary manner before two:
or more Justices of the Peace, and the said Justices shall on conviction of
such Slave or Slaves, order and direct such punishment. to be inflicted as they-
shall think proper, not exceeding fifty stripes to be inflicted at one or more-
different times, and in all cases where, from such treatment as above set forth,
any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare, mule, ass, or sheep shall be killed,
or shall die within ten days after the offence commitred, although the carcass.
or any part of the flesh thereof be not stolen, such Slave shall be tried at the
Court of Sessions, and on conviction thereof suffer transportation or confine-
ment to hard labour, or such other punishment as the Court shall direct.
Crause 65th.—And whereas the practice of Slaves clearing their grounds.
by fire is_ highly dangerous to the neighbouring properties, and alarm and
injury. may occur for want of some restraint in that respect, Be it turther
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any injury shall arise to the owner,
propuietor, or possessor of one property by a Slave or Slaves on the adjoining
property clearing ground by fire, the Slave or Slaves. who shall so clear
ground by fire, by which injury shall result to the adjoining property, shall)
be proceeded against, tried, and punished, if found guilty, as and for a misde-
meanor ; and 1f the managers or other person then actually having charge of
the property on which such fire. shall originate, shall have knowledge that
any Slave under his charge has made such fire for clearing his or her ground,
and shall not forthwith use his best endeavours.to. cause the same to be ex-
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tinguished, although such fire shall not cause injury to the r;eiglhbbuﬁ'ng
property, such manager or other person shall sul]fer such fine as any two
Justices of the Peace shall award, not exceeding ten pounds for edch offence,
the complaint whereon shall be heard, determined, and the penalty, when
imposed, shall be enforced in a summary manncr, before any two Justices of
the Peace. ) :

Crausk 66th.—~Andbeitfurtherenacted by the authotity aforesaid, that no per-
gon shall heneeforth be rejected asa witness or consideredasincompetent to give
evidence in any cascs of murder, felony, or any othier offence which shallsubject
the party or parties guilty thereof to suffer death or transportation, by reason
of the said witness being in a state of slavery; provided always that the Slave
or Slaves produced as a witness or witnesses, chall at the same time produce
before the Judge, Justice of the Peace, or Court to which any Grand Jury or
Petty Jury are summoned; a certificate of his or their baptism, under the
hand of the elergyman of the parish in which he, she, or they shall have
- been resident at the time of his or their baptism, or an extract of the entry of
such baptism from the registry of such parish or cure; and also a certificate
under the hand of a clergyman, and of the proprietor, or the attorney of the
proprietor of such Slave or Slaves so produced as a witness or witnesses, that
such Slave or Slaves is or are of good character and repute, that he, she
or they have been sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion, as in the

judgment and belief of the party so certifying to understand the nature and

obligation of an oath : and provided also that the Court before which such
Slave or Slaves is or are produced as a witliess or witnesses, shall be satisfied
on examination with such certificates, and of the accuracy of the facts therein
certified ; and provided aiso that no white person or fre¢ person shall be con-
victed of any of the crimes aforesaid- on the testimony of any Slaves, unless
two of the said Slaves at the least produced as witnesses, clearly and consist-
ently with-each other depose to the same fact, act, or circumstance ; and also,"
unless: tlie said Slaves are examined apart, and out of thé hearing of each
other; aud- provided- also; that no white or free person shall be convicted
on the testimony of any Slaves of any of the crimes aforesaid, unless such
person or persons be charged' and’ prosecuted for thie said crime or crimes
within twelve months after the comimission thereof; and it is hereby ex-
pressly declared and provided, that no person being in a state of slavery shall
be admitted-to give evidence in‘any case where his or her owner, or the attor-
ney, manager, overseer or dperson having the charge of sucli Slave, may be
charged:with or prosecuted for any of tlie crimes aforesaid, or in any case
whierc any white person-may be charged with or prosecuted for any offence
punishable with death.

Crause 67th.—And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that’
in all cases where the evidence of® Slaves is admitted to be given in any Court’
or Courts-of Justiee in this island, under and by virtue of this Act, a writ of
subpeena shall and may issue, under the hand of the Secretary of this island
or his lawful deputy, and under the seal of the Court, in the usual manner,
upon the application of any person or persons requiring the testimony of such
Slaves, directed to the owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves, or, in his ab-

sence, to the person under whose immediate charge such Slave or Slaves may

be, requiring him or them, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to bring and
produce, or cause to be brought and produced in Court such Slave or Slaves

for the purposes aforesaid; but before the said ‘Slave or Slaves shall give evi-

dence, the party prosecuting or requiring testimony shall tender to the pro-

prietor; or ‘pay into Court for his use, the sum of ten shillings per day forsuch’

time as the witness shall be absent from the duty of his master or employer.,
Crause 65th.—And ‘be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
it any Slave or Slaves shall enter into, or be concerned in any rebellion or re-
bellious conspiraey, or commit any murder, feleny, burglary, robbery, or set
fire to: any house, werks, out-house, negro-house, magass-house, or other
building, cane-picce, grass or corn-piece, or break into” such’ house, works,
out-house, negro-house, or other building; in the day-time, no person being
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therein, and steal thereout; or compass or imagine the death’ of any white
person, and declare the same by any overt act, or commit any other crime
not hercin provided for, the commission of which by white persons or persons
of free condition would subject them to a prosecution for felony by the laws
of these islands, or the laws of Great Britain in force here, such Slave or
Slaves shall for every such offence or offences, upon trial and conviction
thereof, in manner hereinafter mentioned, suffer death without benefit of
clergy, transportation, or such other punishment as would be inflicted upon
any such white or free person, according to the nature and extent of the
offence. : :

Crausk 69th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Slave or Slaves, charged with any of the before-mentioned offences, or
any other offence whatsoever, which may render him, her, or themn lable to
the punishment of death, transportation, or imprisonment for life, shall be
tried in all respects in the same mannuer as free persons at the Court of Ses-
sions ; and six days before the sitting of the Court, the Cicrk ot the Crown
and Peace shall deliver a list of all the Slaves so to be tried to the President of
the Court, who shall thereupon appoint a barrister to act as counscl for each
prisoner, and in case of an indictment between the said six days and the sit-
ting of the Court, then and in such case counsel shall be appointed for the
prisoner as early as may be, and the Jury shall, if they tind the prisoner
guilty, ascertain the value of him or her, and such value of such condeinned
Slave shall be paid to the owner or possessor of such Slave so condemned or
exccuted out of the public treasury of these islands, upon producing the cer-
tificate of such condemnation and appraisement, under the hand and seal of
the Jndge presiding at the trial of such Slave or Slaves, and also the certificate
of the Provost Marshal General, of the execution, transportation, or impri-
sonment of such Slave or Slaves, except it shall appear that the owner or.
possessor of such Slave or Slaves had refused to deliver up sucli Slave or Slaves
as hereinafter mentioned, and the Counsel so appointed to defend the prisoner
shall be paid by the Treasurer or his lawful deputy the sum of sixteen pounds
ten shillings currency.. _ ,

Cravuse 70th.—And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that
the fees upon such prosecutions shall be the same as arc payable on the pro-
secation of free persons, and the Court may order the same to be paid by the
prosecutor, if the prosccution be frivolous or vexatious, or by the owner or
owners of the Slave or Slaves, if he, she, or they have endeavoured to ob-
struct or prevent the course of justice against such Slave or Slaves; or if no
such cause or causes exist, the Court may order the same to be paid by the
Public Treasurer; and in cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be discharged
by proclamation, the fees of the officers of the Court shall be paid by the
public, unless the Court shall direct otherwise. 4

CrLause 71st.—And whereas there are many inferior crimes and misde-
meanours committed by Slaves, which ought to be punished in a summary
manner by order of two or more Justices of the Peace. Be it further enacted,
by the authority aforesaid, that all misdemcenours and inferior crimes com-
mitted by any Slave or Slaves, for the trial whereof no provision has been
made, shall be tried in a summary manner before two or more Justices of the
Peace, reasonable notice of the timeé and place of such trial being given to the -
-owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves, or his or their attorney or attor-
njes, or the person or persons having the care of such Slave or Slaves, and the
said Justices of the Peace shall, on conviction of such Slave or Slaves, order
and direct such punishment as they shall think proper, not exceeding fifty
stripes, or six months’ imprisonment, or confinement to hard labour. :
. Crause 72d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
1n any case any Slave or Slaves shall wilfully or curruptly give false evidence
in'any trial had under this Act, such Slave or Slaves being thereof convicted
shall receive such punishment by whipping as ithe Justices trying the cause
shall think proper to direct. '

Crausk 73d.—And be it further cnacted by the authority aforesaid, that in
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all cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be brought to trial, and sentenced to
death or transportation, and valued according to the directions of the Act,
the Provost Marshal General or his lawful deputy shall carry such sentence
into execution as-soon after the passing thereof as the Court, or the Com-
mander in Chief, as the case may require, shall direct, and in case of sentence
to transportation, shall forthwith sell such Slave or Slaves for transportation
to the best advantage in his power, and shall within the space of one montly
from the time of such sale render to the Treasurer or his lawful deputy a just
and true account, certified under his hand, of the sale or sales of such Slave or
Slaves, and of the legal charges attending the same, and pay over to him thé
proceeds of such sale or sales, after deducting all legal charges as aforesaid,
and also five per cent. commission on the sale or sales, and if it shall happert
that the charges due to the Provost Marshal General or his lawful deputy for
the confinement or subsistence ot the said Slave or Slaves shall exceed the
amount of the sales the same shall be sworn to by the Provost Marshal Ge-
neral or his lawful deputy, in which case the Treasurer or his lawful deputy
shall pay to him such further sum as shall be sufficient to satisfy his said
charges beyond the amount of such sales.

CrausE 74th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
purchase of every Slave who by virtue of this Act shall be sold for transporta-
tion by the Provost Marshal General or his lawful deputy, shall immediately
after such sale enter into a bond, with two sufficient securities to our Sovereign
Lord the King, in the pcnal sum of five hundred pounds for every such Slave so
purchased, with a condition thereunto annexed, that every such Slave shall
be transported off’ these islands within thirty days after the date of such bond,
and shall in the mean time be kept in close confinement by the Provost Mar-
shal General at the expence of the purchaser, which bond shall be takem
of the Provost Marshal General or his lawful deputy at the expencé of the
purchaser, and be filed among the records in the office of the Clerk of the
Crown of the said island. -

Crause 75th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
every such purchaser of any Slave so directed to be sold for transportation as
aforesaid, shall at the time of the execution of such bond as aforesaid, also
make oath in writing cn some part of the said bond before the Provost Mar-
shal General or his lawful deputy, (either of whom is hereby authorised and
required to administer the same,) that every Slave so purchased by him shalt
be transported according to sentence, (death, or danger of the seas, ex-
cepted,) and that the Slave so purchased shall not with his knowledge,
privity, or consent be relanded in these islands.

Crause 76th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that »

the Provost Marshal General or his lawful deputy shall not deliver over to any
. purchaser or purchasers any Slave so sold for trausportation, until such pur-
chaser shall be in all things prepared to carry the said sentence of transport-
ation into eftect according to the condition of his said bond, and in case such
purchaser shall not perform the condition of his said bond within thirty
days before limited, the said bond shall be deemed forteited, and the Slave to
have been transported shall also become forfeited to the Crown, and be re-
sold for transportation by the Provost Marshal General or his Jawful deput
in the same manner and under the like penalties as are hereinbefore enacte({,
and the net procecds of such release shall be paid over to the Treasurer for
the use of the public. C : :
- Cravse 77th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

every Slave sold for transportation by virtue of this Act, who shall be found -

at large within the islands at any time after such Slave shall have been deli-
vered by the Provost Marshal General to any purchaser for the purpose of
- being transported as hereinbefore directed, may and shall be lawfully appre-
hended by any person whomsoever, and immediately taken before any of His
"Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of
such Justice that such Slave has been formerly seld for transportation by
virtue of tltis Act such Justice shall by warrant under his hand and seal
‘ 27 . . .
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direct such Slave to-be delivered to the Provost Marshal General or his lawfal
deputy, to be resold for transportation only, and the monies arising from such
sale, after deducting a commission of five pounds per centum, and all neces-
sary expences, shall be paid over, one moiety to the person apprehending such
Slave, and the other moiety to the Treasurer or his lawful deputy.

Crause 78th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if

. any Slave who may have been transported under the directicns of any other

Act heretofore in force, or who shall be hereafter transported ‘under the direc-
tions of this Act for any crime to which such punishment shall be attached,
shall wilfully return from transportation, such Slave shall upon conviction be
deemed guiity of felony without benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death ac-
cordingly. : '

Crause 79th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that it the master of any ship or vessel, or any other person whatsoever,
shall knowingly and wilfully bring back to these islands any Slave who
may have becn transported from these islands under and by virtue of any
other Act heretofore in - force, or who shall hereafter be transported
under the directions of this Act, such person being convicted thereof
by bill, plaint, or information in the Court of Grand Sessions of the Peace,
or other Courts of Record, shall forfeit the sum of three hundred pounds for
every Slave so brought back, one moiety whereof shall be to our Sovereign
Lord the King, his heirs and successors for and towards the support of the
Government of these islands, and the other moiety to the party or parties at
whose suit or complaint such person was convicted, and shall also suffer im-
Hrisonment at the discretion of the Court, for any space of tithe not exceed-
ing twelve or less than three months, without bail or mainprize.

Crause 80th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
in all cases where the punishmeat of death is to be inflicted, the execution
is to be publicly performed with due solemnity, and care shall be taken by the
Provost Marshal General or his lawful Deputy, that the criminal shall be free
from intoxication at the time of his or her execution under the penalty of
twenty pounds, and the mode of such execution shall be hanging by the
neck and no other, and the body shall be afterwards disposed of as the Court.
shall direet. i :

Crause 81st.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any person whomsoever shall buy, barter, or trade for, or receive by any
means, of or from any Slave or Slaves, sugar, cotton, rum, molasses, cocoa,
coffee, or other goods or merchandize of any sort, except firewood, fish, -
poultry, goats, hogs, grass, truit, and vegetables of any sort, without the know-
Jedge or consent of the owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves, siganified
by a note in writing specifying the nature and quantity of the gouds, or by
sending some white or free person with such Slave or Slaves, upon com-
plaint made to any Justice of the Peace, the person or persons so offending
shall be bound to his, her, or their good behaviour, and to appear at the next -
Sessions of the Peace to be held for these islands, and upon conviction
thereof such person or persons shall be fined in a sum not exceeding fifty
pounds, or double the value of the goods so clandestinely bought. . -

Crause 82d.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any person or persons shall buy, barter, or truck for, or receive by any un--
lawful means from any Slave or Slaves any goods or chattels - whatsoever, .
knowing the same to be stolen, although the principal felon or felons is op
are not known, or convict such person or persons, shall and may be prose-
cuted at the Court of Grand Scssions of the Peace, and upon conviction shall
be adjudged to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and fined in any sum not exceed-
ing ore hundred pounds current money ot these islands, nor less than twenty
pounds like money, and be imprisoned also for any time not exceeding one
year; and in case such offender shall neglect, refuse, or be unable to pay the
fine immediately, he or she shall undergo such corporal punishment instead
of the said fine, by whipping, as the Court shall direct, and upon conviction
of the like offcnce a second time, the person so offending shall be deemed a
felon, and punished accordingly. o -
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Cravse 83d.~And be it firther enacted by the auiﬁldrity aforesaid, that
if sny,person shall be.convicted of a- misdemeanor for ‘buying, bartering, or
trucking with any Slave. contfary to this Act, such conviction shall be ‘g bar
to any other prosecution for being accessary to the felony committed by the:
principal, if the principal be afterwards .convicted ; any lost or; stolen goods

found on any person or persons shall be decmed evidence against him, her, or-

them, that they bought, trucked, or bartered for such goods of, or with- a
Slave, so far as to make him, her, or them liable to a misdemeanor by virtue
of this Act, unless such person or persons shall give sufficient evidence to the
Court, how he, she, or they came by the-goods, aud it shall not be anyways
necessary in the indictment or.information for such-misdemeanor to name
particularly the Slave or Slaves of whom such goods were bought and bartered,
trucked, or received, but the laying it to be from a Slave unknown shall be
sufficient. , . o S : C

Crause 84th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
no retailer or retailers of strong liquors shall sell any liquor or liquers of
‘what nature or quality soever, to any Slave or Slaves, under the penalty of
five pounds current money for every such offence so committed, and the for-
feiture of his or her licence ; and all Justices of the Peace and constables are
hereby required. and empowered to disperse all immoral concourses of Slaves
in or about the towns or elsewhere, and to take up, or cause to be taken up,
all Slaves who shall be found armed with clubs or other offensive weapons, or:
playing at dice or other unlawful sports, or drinking in the public houscs or
other places ; and such Slaves so taken up shall be whipped by order of the
Justice at his discretion, so as such whipping does not exceed thirty-nine
stripes. . -

(?L'AUSE 85th.~~And, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid that
in future whenever a warrant shail be granted by one or more of His Majesty’s
Justices of the Peace, against any Slave,.if the said Slave cannot bé¢ imme-
diately taken on the said warrant, the owner, possessor, attorney; or manager
of such Slave, shall be served with a copy of the said warrant ; and if he, she,
or they do not bring the said Slave beforea Justice to be dealt with according

to law, on the said warrant, and it should be afterwards proved that the owner, -

possessor, attorncy, or manager of such Slave, wilfully detained or concealed
the said Slave, he, she, or they shall forfeit the sum of two hundred pounds,
and in case the Slave be afterwards apprehended and sentenced to death,
transportation, or imprisonment for life, the owner of such Slave is hereby
debarred from having or receiving from the public treasury of these -islands
any consideration or remuneration for any Slave so sentenced as aforesaid. -

CrausE o6th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
all warrants from any Justice or Justices of the Peace, directed to any Con-
stable or Constsbles, or to the Provost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy,
to make levies, or for any other matter whatsocver, shall be duly exccuted by
such Constable or Constablés, the Provost Marshal General or ‘his lawful
deputy under the penalty of ten pounds current money, to belevied in méanner
aforesaid by warrant of any Justice or Justices, whose former warrant he or
they shall neglect or refuse to execute, and if the Provost Marshal. General cr
his lawful deputy shall neglect or refuse to perform or execute any of the
duties prescribed unto him by this Act, and for which no penalty is declared,
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty pounds currcnt money for each néglect
or refusal, to be levied as afoiesaid. - ’

Crause 87th.—And be ‘it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
if any Justice of the Peace shall refuse or neglect upon application made to
him, immediately to take proper measures to apprehend and bring to trial any

Slave or Slaves whatsoever for felony, or any other crime ot a lower natwie .

charged on any Slave or Slaves, such Justice shall forfeit fifty pounds current
money of these islands, to be recovered by action, bill, plaint or information
in any Court of Record within these islands, or'by indictment or information
before the Court of Grand Sessions of the Peace, one moiety to the prosecutor
orinformer, and the other moiety to His Majesty, his heirs and successors for
the public use of this island. S '
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Cravuse 88th.—~And be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid, that alt
Justices and Constablesand theClerk of the Crown and the Provost Marshal Gen-

«cral or their lawful deputies, shall be entitled to demand and receive the same

fees as are prescribed for similar duties by the several dockets now in force, ex-
cept otherwise provided by this Act, and it -shall be lawful for not less than
two Justices in their discretion, in cases of poverty or otherwise, to order and
direct the fees of the officers, which may be incurred in cases brought before
thém, to be paid by the public, which they shall certify under their hands to
the Treasurer or ns lawtul deputy. s

Crause 89th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
all fines and forfeitures laid by this Act, where no particular method for reco-
very of the forfeitures mentioned in this Act is directed, and the same do not
amount to more than twenty pounds current money, the same shall be reco-
vered by warrant from any oue Justice of the Peace, directed to the Provost
Marshal General or his lawful Dcputy, to be levied on the goods and chattels of
the offender, which goods and chattels shall he immediately carried to the next
town, and sold by public salc at the expense of the offender ; and in default of”
sufficient goods and chattels of the offender to be found, then on the body of
the offender, who shall be imprisoned until satisfaction be made of the for-
feitures and fees ; and if the forfeitures amount to more than twenty pounds
currency, then the same shall be levied by warrant from two Justices of the
Peace in maunner aforesaid, of which proceeding the Justices shall from time te
time make a record, and return the same into the office of the Clerk of the
Crown, under his or their hands and seals, four days before the sessions next
following ; and each Justice, for hearing the trial and making up the record as
aforesaid, shall and may receive twelve shillings currency, and no more; and
the Clerk of the Crown one shilling and sixpence for filing ; and the Marshal
or his lawful Deputy shall, for making each levy of fines and forfeitures of
twenty pounds and under receive ten per cent. and for fines and forfeitures
above twenty pounds five per cent. o

€rause 90th.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
all fines and forfeitures imposed by this Act, and not hereinbefore disposed of,
shall be paid into the public treasury of these islands, and to be to tmse of
I:is Majesty, his heirs and successors, towards defraying the public charges of -
the same. :
. Crause 91st.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that
this Act shall continue and be in force for seven years from the publication
thereof, and from thence until the next quarterly meeting of the Legislature.

Dated in Kingstown, the 6th day of December, in the sixth year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Fourth, by the Grace of God
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender

- of the Faith, and in the year of our Lord 1825. '
(Signed) Joun DatzeLi, Speaker.

Passed the Assembly this 6th day of December, 1825,
(Signed) P. Hosson, Clerk of Assembly.

Passed the Council the 15th day of December 1825. . 4
(Signed)  THomas Gaskin, Deputy Clerk of Council.

Aéﬁented to by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief this 15th day or
- December 1825, and in the sixth year of His Majesty’s reign.
(Signed)  Tuomas GasxiN, Deputy Public Secretary.
(Signed) = C. BRISBANE. . .
Saint Vincent, duly published in Kingstown, this 16th day of December
1825, and in the sixth. year of His Majesty’s reign. = - '
(Signed) CuArLEs SHEPHERD, Acting Provost Marshal General
Lodged at 8 minutes past 12 o’cleck, December 16, 1825. B

(A true Copy.) (Signed) . Tuaomas Gaskin, Deputy Public'Secrét'any



TOBAGO

No. 1.

Exéract from a Di.s‘patéh addressed by Earl Bathurst to the Govérnor o f
Tobago, dated Downing-Street, the 22d of August 1835.

ALTHOUGH no Legislative measure was immediately founded on the sug~
gestions contained in my dispatch of the 9th July 1823, the Slave Court Act
passed by the Legislature of Tobago, before that dispatch had reached the co-

fony, was conceived in a spirit which authorized a sanguine hope that the,

renewed recommendation, which I last year instructed you to make to
the Legislature, would have led to mreasures not less beneficial to the interests
of the Slaves than honourable to the colony. It is therefore with equal sur-
Erise and regret that I have learned from you, not only that the Legislature
as failed to realize these expectations—that none of the objections to the ex-
isting Slave law have been removed, nor any new measure proposed—but that
<« the Assembly cannot concur in the view His Majesty’s Government has
« taken of the Orders in Council sent to Trinidad, as they are of opinion, that
« from the inconsistenty that marks many of them, they would not be adapt
< te the island of Tobago without equal prejudice to the interest of the
< master and the good government and happiness of the Slave population,”,
and that they consider themselves to have * gone as far as prudence and pro-
4 priety can justify.” _ _ '
‘T need net remind you that the measures, which I have instructed you to
suggest for the adoption of the Legislature, were founded, in almost every in-
stance, - on what have been recommended by the principal West 1ndia
Pproprietors resident in this country ; neither is it necessary for me to repeat to
you that the mneasurcs have received “ the sanction of Parliament and the ge-
% neral approbation of this country.”—The Slave law of Tobago is in many im-
portant particulars” less humane, or. less liberal, than what has been enacted
with advantage and perfect security in other parts of the West Indies ; but the
Assembly of Tobago has declared its intention to do nothing more, while
other West India Legislatures are either actually engaged in the improvement
of the Slave Code, or have pledged themselves to go forward with it.
It is therefore matter of the utmost disappointment to His Majesty’s Go-
vernment, that the Assembly of Tobago should have thought proper to de-
clare itself opposed to the wishes of this eountry, and the suggestions of the
West Tndia proprietors, and that it should have adopted a course remarkable
for its entire dissimilarity to that pursued by any other Legislature i the
‘West Indies, and which, if adhered to, cannot fail ultimately to prove inju-
rious to the best interests of the colony.

If the Legislature rest bere, 1 cannot venture to answer for the results
to which such a return to these repeated representations may lead in the
next session of Parliament; but I am very unwilling to think that the
Assembly, in the improved circumstances of the West Indies, will be disposed
to neglect the opportunity they will have at their next meeting to revise their
d.ecnsion. You will therefore again bring this subject under iheir consideras~
tion ; and you will not fail, at the same time, to remind them of the measures.
of the last Session of Parliament, in which the interests of the West India

113



114

100

colonies have been so liberally consulted : their ports have been opened to
foreign ships—their trade opened to foreign countrics—dutics lowered for
the encouragement of some, and for the relief of other articles of produce,
besides those which are considered the staple production of the colonies:
large fees, levied in the Colonial ports, have been either modified or alto-
gether abolished, and to some of the tree ports the privilege has beea granted
of having goods freely warehoused, from whence they may be re-exported free
of duty direct to any country, and in the ships of any country, thereby esta-
blishing extensive marts standing as it were midway between the two worlds,
from whence the wants of the new one may be supplied, and where their pro-
duce in return may be advantageously deposited.

You will therefore strongly impress upon the Legislature that they cannot
give a more acceptable proof of the gratitude, which it would be doing them
injustice not to helieve they must sensibly feel, than by proceeding to adopt
¢he measures which have been recommended for the protection of the persons,
for the security of the interests, and for the promotion of the well-being of
that part of the population which the laws o}) the colony have placed under
their immediate controul.

No. 2.

My Lozp, Tobago, 4tk November 1825.
1 HAVE the honour of submitting to your Lordship the address of the

Legislative Council of this colony, in answer to my communication to them
at the commencement of the Session, on the important subject of amendments
and improvements of our Slave Court Act.

Although I do not coincide with many parts of this address, yet it evinces
their duty and respect towards His Majesty’s Government, very different from
the conduct of the other House, as your Lordship will'perceive by the copies
of the messages that passed between the two Houses on the subject of a con-
ference, to take into their consideration the various suggestions submitted to
them on the further melioration of the condition of the Slave population.

The public business of the colony has received a final check from the con-
duct of the House of Assembly, which the Legislative Council could not
counteract, and the consequence will be, by the unanimous advice of the
Privy Council, a dissolution of the House.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) F. P. ROBINSON, Governor,
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. '
¢

&e. &ec. §e.

To His Excellency Lieutenant General Sir Frederick Philipse
Robinson, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Military
Order of the Bath, Captain General and Governor in Chief in
and over the Island of Tobago and its Dependencies, Chancellor,
Ordinary and Vice Admiral of the same.

YHE HUMBLE ADDRESS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF SAID ISLAND IN
SESSION ASSEMBLED.
May it please your Lxcellency.

THE Legislative Council having taken into their most serious consider-
ation the-very important communication made from His Majesty’s Govern-
jment,’ as contained in your Exccllency’s letter of the ‘11th instant, now
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approach your Exccllency with an anxious desire to testify those feelings of
loyalty and attachmentﬁ to His Majesty’s Person and Government, as well as
that respect and consideration for your Excellency which the Legislative
Council of this colony have ever evinced and supported.

The Council are unwilling to allude to the very painful subject of the
existing differences between your Lxcellency and the other branch of the
Legislature, but this Board fee! they only discharge their public duty in
stating that it is from the failure of an attempt on their part to bring this
decply interesting subject into general legislative discussion, and the necessity
which exists in the opinion of this Board, to reply to the official dispatch V
from the Minister for the colonies witheut further delay, that your Excellency
now receives an answer from one branch of the Legislature instead of both
Houses, thus conveying only the sentiments of the Legislative Council, which
cannot of course be carried into legal enactments without the aid of that
power in the Constitution which had suspended the exercise of its autho-
Tty. .

i\lthough for this reason the expectations of His Majesty’s Government
regarding the revision of -our Slave laws must be further postponed until the
House of Assembly shall think proper to afford its co-operation, there are
various reasons which imperatively call upon the Couneil not to rest satisfied,
.on the present occasion, with a mcre general assertion of ¢heir readiness to
«coincide with His Majesty’s Government in all practicable measures for the
improvement of the Slave population, but rather so far as ¢key are concerned
at least, that they should at once bring the subject in detail before your Ex-
cellency, and record for the intormation and guidance of His Majesty’s Go-
vernment, their matured and deliberate opinion upon cach individual propo-
-sition submitted to them,

While the Council in pursuing this course refute the calumnious aspersion,
that they are unwilling to begin, or hostile to the progress of ameliorating
‘Slave laws, they have an opportunity of recording their sentiments as to whick
«of the proposed alterations in the code may be entitled to that appellation,
and the reasous why they withliold their assent from the enactment of others,
which they deem infringements upon the chartered rights of the colony, or
the effusions of persons, who rather speculate on the subject, than approach it
with the benefit of practical experience, and wlio are more earnest in thcir
.desires than prudent in the means of their accomplishment.

With these views the Legislative Council new beg to state to your Excel-
lency the opinions they have formed upon each of the propositions of His
Majesty’s Government in detail, hiow far they are admissible or desirable,
and to give the reasons on which they ground their decided rejection of others
which they think of an opposite character. :

Before entering upon this detail, the Legislative Council must, in justice
to the jurisprudence of the colony, advert to the proposition * that the Slave
“ law in this colony is in many important paticulars, less humane or less
“ liberal than what has been enacted with advantage and perfect secarity in
¢ the other islands.” : .

Had the fact really been so, His Majesty’s Government should not have
been surprised at stricter precautions for security being taken here, than
on other wslands blest with a large proportion of white inhabitants, colonies
wherein the Slaves are on a_four-fold or even ten-fold proportion to the white
inhabitants, may with safety relax enactments which might yet be quite es-
sential to security here, where two hundred and fifty white colonists exist,
surrounded by fourtcen thousand Slaves, a proportion of fifty-siz to one : but
the Legislative Council beg to assure your Excellency and Iis Majesty’s
Government that the fact is not so; the practice of-the colony may as to
humanity challenge comparison with the most liberal ot its sister isles; and
while the Council remember that this colony was foremost in extending the
benefits of English criminal law, trial by jury, and the admission of Slave
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testimony in criminal cases, they feel they may with equal confidence refer
¢o their statute book, as being at least as bumane as that of any con-
temporary. . ,

The first point to which the attention'of the Council has becu directed by
your Excellency, is the appointment of permanent Commissioners, who should
superintend the appraisement of Slaves about to be manumiticd with the
master’s consent : so long as this consent is made a necessary ingredicit in the
transaction, the Legislative Council are disposed to support every ineasure,
which may facilitate manumission ; in so doing they will but in cffet follow
the uniform practice existing in this colony, and they believe w case has
never occurred in which freedon has been withbeld from any Slave who was
in a situation to ask for it. But it would be needless for the Connail in this
free avowal of their sentiments to conceal from your Excellency their opinion,
that many difficulties exist in the plan proposed for their adoptiou. They
are not disposed to appoint permanent Commssioners, or permatent sworn
appraisers : they think the method adopted at present in similar cases, of each
party nominating an appraiser, with the power to choose an umpire 1u case of
difference of opinion being vested in some public officer, far more likciy than
the method proposed to ensure that fair valuation which it must be the aim
of all enactments on this subject to attain; the appointment of permanent
Commissioners, with the train of judicial proceedings and citations which are
enumerated, would lead to heavy expences, the consideration of whichi alone
would in many instances operate as a bar to manumission, by causing the
owner to withhold his consent ; and even laying out of view the dithiculty of
the task to be impdsed upon the Treasurer in making a proper investment of
the value of the Slave, the Council in the last place cannot think the rights
of mortgagees and other creditors sufficiently attended to, in a proposition
which would compel the alienatiou of their Slave property at a period per-
haps, when from the fluctuations incideat to that species of property, it might
only produce one half the price which could be obtained for it afterwards, and
to accept in lieu thereof a fixed and unproductive sum of money, which no
improvement in the value of West India property could ever enhance to the
value which the Slave if unsold would then have been of to the creditor.

Apprehension seems to be entertained by His Majesty’s Government, that -
the loss of the deed of manumission may lead to results detrimental to the
enfranchised Slave. The Legislative Council beg to state to your Excellency,
that the law of this colony as it stands contains every thing that appears
wished for on this head. The registration of all manumissions, like that of
every other deed, is already required by law, the common form of manumis-
sion in daily use is abundantly simple, and the acknowledgment of it by the
party before the Registrar of Decds or his Deputy is part of the statute law of
the colony. The result of all this is, that the loss of the deed of manumise
sion can be of no other consequence to -the entranchised party, than that
of compelling him to produce from the Registrar a certificate of its registry,
oran authenticated copy which is by the law of the island on the loss of the
original of equal authority.

‘The Legislative Council perfectly coincide with the recommendation of His
Majesty's Government that legal provision should be made for preventing the
keeping judgments at present unsatisfied alive, after the debts for which they
may bave been obtained shall have really been satisfied, but they cannot agree
that a time should be fixed beyond which no existing judgment should be
capable of being enforced, as such in their estimation would be a most unjust
retrospective enactment, injurious t¢ many creditors who wight not be in a
situation to enforce their judgments prior to the lapse of the statuary period,
and equally injurious to debtors, whose estates on the approach of that term
would be dissipated by executions aud all other process of the law, which
creditors in justice to themselves would then enforce, however ruinous to the
debtors whom a little delay might save, but which delay could not be given as
it would destroy the claim of his creditors, : '
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Equally impossible is it for the Legislative Council ever to assent to any
enactment by which the form of future judgments should be altered toa
sequestration, or by which the rents and profits of the land, Slaves, &e. should
be exposed to sale, and held under stich sale until the claim of the creditor
be satisfied. The Council cannot perceive one point of good, in law or
humanity, which could be‘attained by adopting this proposal : on the contrary
they beg to express their firm conviction, that a plan more fraught with
injury, both to the property of the debtor and the personal comfort of the
Siaves attached toit, cannot be conceived. The ruin certain to be occasioned
to a large estate, by being successively under the controul of every petty cre-
ditor of its owner, gntil satisfaction had been made of the amount of debt,
may be easily conceived. The conversion of every creditor of the proprictor
of a plantation into a Slave-holding mortgagee in possession, novel as it would
be in principle, would be ruinous in practice : if the claim were large it
would be perfectly in the creditors power so to manage the property as to
retain posscssion for ever, if he deemed z4at a desirable object, and if a suc-
cession cf minor claimants should enter into possession, the condition of the
Slaves themselves each week, month, or year subjected to different manage-
ment and varying degrees of controul would be rendered infinitely more
irksome than in the worst instance now existing. ’ -

With regard to the proposed enactments to ensure the sale of lands and
Negroes in one lot, and that the Slaves should not be made separate assetts
for the debts of deceased proprietors, the Council beg leave to refer your
Excellency and His Majesty’s Government to the provisions of the Court
Act (sec. 64 and 66) of the colony on this subject, agreeable to which has
been the invariable practice; on this reference it will be seen that every thing
required by His Majesty’s Government has been the rule and practice from
the first settlement of the colony ; a creditor cannot at present take the Slaves
in execution separately from the plantation to which they are attached, but
land, Slaves, utensils, cattle and every thing requisite for the maintenance of
the proporty are sold together, and that whether the owner be living, or the
levy proceed for the debts of the deceased proprietors. Thus the law already
makes every provision against the dispersion of the Slaves, or their removal
from the soil whereto they are attached, which is consistent with a due regard.
to the rights of proprietorship. ' o ,

The Legislative Council are warmly disposed to support the wishes of His.
Majesty’s Government in promoting the institution of marriage among the

Slaves; they are of opinion that a law ought to pass prohibiting the sale of-

* husbands, wives and children under fourteen years of age, (when the property
of the same owner and living together in family), apart from each other;
when the different members of the family may not belong to the same owner,
they are willing to enact that such members thereof as are the property of a
debtor on whose estate a levy may be made should be appraised in the manner
they have already alluded to, and offered in the first instance, at such appraised

value, to the owner of the other branch of the family, and it he shall not be

inclined to purchase, but will give his consent to the sale of that member of
the family belonging to him, that such member shall be appraised, and the
whole family sold together to whosoever may be inclined to purchase them.
While, however, the Council inclined to adopt every practicable measure
to promote the civilization and increase the domestic habits of the Slave, by
conferring increased privileges and respectability upon such of them as be-
come regularly married, they reject, for that very reason, any extension of
those immunities to reputed husbands, wives, and children.” No one at all
acquainted with the present licentious habits and passions of the Neg?'oes
could for a moment suppose such extension practicable: their connections
are in general but temporary, and often are at the same time several in num-
ber, and inextricable confusion would be the consequence of any attempt to
enforce such lawless ties. The existing law moreover seems quite extensive
enough in regard to the reputed offspring of such connections, when it pro-
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vides that no child under ten years of age shall be sold apart from its
mether. - . .

The Legislative Council cannot agree to enact that all domestic punish-
ments shall be postponed till the day after the commission of the offence; as
domestic punishments are in general so trivial that the confinement in the
meantime (which would be absolutely requisite, that the offender might be
forthcoming next morning,) would more than double the punishment; and
in the event of the offender being either the domestic, or one whose services
might be essential, such postponement of punishment would completely dis-
arrange, in the meantime the whole economy of the family.

The Council also do not deem it advisable to propose any extension of the
existing law requiring the presence of another free person besides the party
directing the punishment; the law already requires such presence when the
punishment exceeds twelve lashes ; and the Council are of opinion that its
extension to all cases above three would be in many instances unattainable,
highly vexatious, and, above all, that it would be totally inefficient as a mea-
sure of security to the Slave.

- The Legislative Council are willing so far to adopt the suggestion of His

~ Majesty’s Government, that in all plantations a record book of punishments,

in the form set forth, shall be kept and duly certified wherever the punish-
ment shall amount to or exceed twelve lashes, that being the number which
by the existing law may be given by a manager without calling in the pre-
sence of a free witness, but it must reject at once, as totally inadmissible, the
proposition that marks of stripes on the back of a Slave shall afford a pre-
sumption of cruel usage by his owner, manager, or overseer, which zkey must
overturn by contrary proof. The Council reject this, as they are not so for-
getful of the principles of law as to require any person to prove a negative.
They reject it as wholly inefficacious in itself to discriminate the party who
might really be the offender; and lastly, they reject it because the existing

- law of the colony is more consonant to sound principles, and affords more

protection to the Slave. By that law strained and unjust presumptions are
not resorted to, but the concurrent testimony of two Slaves, of whom the
injmied party may be one, is at once received in progf of any charge of
eruelty. B : S
The last topic alluded to in your Excellency’s communication of the: 11th
instant is the subject of saving-banks, with regard to which the Council are
of opinion that they will effect very little, it any good. But so anxious are
they to manifest their earnest desire to comply with the wishes of Government

.on every possible point, that they are willing to waive their own conviction of

their inutility, and to give their establishment a fair trial.

- From the same motives as have induced the Council to be so explicit in
stating their opinions upon the several points contained in your Excellency’s
letter of the 11th instant, as they have thus been, they feel it necessary also
to possess your Excellency of their sentiments on the other propositions rela-
tive to this subject contained in the former communications -of your Excel-
lency, as from circumstances well known to your Excellency the Council have
hitherto bad no opportunity of so doing. ' :

The Council will first take notice of the proposed amendments to the recent
Slave Act, and they are disposed on several of the points to meet the wishes
of His Majesty’s Government. That the oftence of compassing the death of
a free or white person should be struck out of the catalogue of capital crimes ;

~ that maiming of cattle should be reduced from a felony to a misdemeanour;

that the clause for punishing receivers of stolen goods should be altered, by

~ requiring proof of their knowledge that the goods were stolen ; and that an

express power should be given to punish perjury committed before the supe-
rior Criminal Court, are points which the Council are ready to concede to the
wishes of Government, and to propose cdrres_ponding* enactments to carry
them into effect. A '

- But the Legislative Council are not of 6pinioxi that the law inflicting the
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penalty of death upon Slaves enticing others to run’ off the islarid should be
altered. As benefit of clergy is allowed for the first offence, the punishment
will of course be apportioned to the guilt; and if the crime is repeated, they
are of opinion the magnitude of the loss which may thus be occasioned would
render 1t highly expedient that its occurrence should be guarded against by
the heaviest penalties. : _

The Council are not disposed to limit in the manner proposed the power

of the inferior Slave Court.- From the respectable composition of that Court, -

it counsisting of two Magistrates, five Freeholders, and a Justice of the Court
of Common Pleas, the Council are of opinion that the petty cases over which
it has jurisdiction may with perfect safety be left to its discretion, and that in
_ particular instances great injury might arise from any close restriction of its
powers.  If, however, it should be deemed of any importance to erect it into
a Court of Record, the Council can have no objection to its becoming so, The
Council cannot see any great inconsistency in providing a criminal prosecution
at the instance of the public, and a civil remedy to the party injured for the
felonious abstraction of his property; but they are willing so far to mitigate
~ the law as to provide that, reservir.g to the Law Officer of the Crown his right
to proceed criminally, if the case shall require it, it such criminal prosecu-
tion shall take effect, it shall operate as a bar to the right of resorting to a
civil remedg.

In regard to the very important point of the admission of Slave testimony,
the Council refer with peculiar satisfaction to the existing law, which they
are inclined to extend, under the provisions contained in the present law from
the three cases of ¢ murder, mayem, or cruelty,” to * all criminal proceed-
ings whatever.” But they are resolved to resist the admission of Slave testi-
. mony in civil cases entirely. ‘ : :

The Legislative Council have, already expressed to your: Excellency their

anxious desire to second the eflorts of His Majesty’s Government in promot-

ing the marriage of Slaves. In addition they have only to say, that they
will afford every facility in their power to accomplish this desirable object.
Obstacles to manumission are proposed to be guarded against. ~The
Council beg leave to state, that in this island none exist. The law is even
* more humane than the proposition transmitted for our adoption. By it, an
owner, on manumitting his Slave, would be required to enter into security
that for the period of fourteen years such Slave should not become burthen-
some to the public—a measure which would almost invariably operate as a
prohibition ; while, by the existing law enacted by the colony some years ago,
all that is required on this head is the annexation of medical certificates to

the manumission, that the party is at that time capable of earning a liveli--

hood ; if he is, the law does not throw around him its chain of possible con-
tingencies, which, unless he can guard against, will still fetter him to slavery,
anf snatch from him that freedom which he would otherwise receive, and may
be capable of enjoying. :
The Council cannot conclude this detail without stating, in reference to
_your Excellency’s communication of 1823, on this subject, that though. they
feel it impossible to take away the power of flogging female Slaves from per-
sons in charge of estates, they are anxious to do all in their power to ame-
liorate the system of their punishment. ‘ ‘ :
. The Legislative Council now beg to assure your Excellency, that with
regard to the various matters they have thus detailed, which they either
thiuk likely to prove beneficial, or not in themselves very objectionable, they
will not stop short at this mere exposition of their sentiments, but they will,
whenever the other branch of the Legislature shall be disposed to co-operate

with them, prepare for consideration such enactments as may be requisite to -

carry them into effect. But before concluding their address to your Excel-
lency on this subject, they feel they have a more important public duty yet to
perform than any they have hitherto alluded to. They have now stated their
readiness to carry into effect many of the measures proposed by His Majesty’s
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Government, to some of which they yield, rather _froin a sincere desire to
conciliate public opinion and Trans-Atlantic prejudices, than from any con-
viction that the proposed alterations can in any way be beneficial to the Slaves;

~ or claimed as due to the rights of humanity. But in so doing, fhey beg leave

respectfully, but firmly, to declare, that concession will then have reached its
utmost; and a deep sense of their public duty bids them implore His Ma- : .
jesty’s Government to consider and reflect on the earnest appeal now made
to their wisdom, discretion, and justice, by this the Legislative Council of
Tobago, against any further alterations, or proposals of alteration, which a
mistaken zeal in the cause of humanity may still consider requisite to be
effected in our Slave Laws, without due deliberation on the rights of pro-
perty, which such interference must destroy. In reviewing the ~origin of
African Slavery, and its present consequences, the Council deem it but an act,
of justice to themselves to declare they lament its commencement ; but it is
not these colonies on whom rests the guilt of the original sin. The traffic
was of the Mother Country’s fostering. Parliamentary knactments, and Royal
Proclamations and+Charters, alike held out to the scttlers of these islands as an
acknowledged right the power of cultivating the waste lands purchased from
the Crown, by the labour of African Negroes, brought to these shores by
thousands, under the cover of the British flag:—a branch ot its commerce
protected by bounties and every immunity which the most anxious care
ecould dictate ; a signal proof of which, it the Council are not mistaken, is
exhibited by the very instructions from the Crown to the Governors of these
colonies, in which, forgetful of the change of policy which Great Britain has
latterly adopted, there still continues to be inserted, an earnest recommen-
dation to encourage the Slave Trade. The Council refer to this, and they
might lengthen their address to your Excellency by referring to a thousand’
other sources to shew the fact, (which indeed is undeniable) that to Britain
alone is the establishment of slavery in these colonies owing. : e
The ancestors of the present colonists, confiding in the good faith of their
country, and under the sanction of these Parliamentary and Royal authorities, -
became the purchiasers at high rates of the lands belonging to the Crown.
Trusting to the permanency of the system they found established, they not
only expended their own capital, and many of them sacrificed their lives, in
laying the foundation of another colony, appendant to the British empire in
these seas, but the greater number borrowed large sums of money from the
Merchants of the l%nited Kingdom, (which are still due) for the purpose of
still further extending the cultivation of the soil. Such was the trust and
the system upon which this colony was founded, cultivated, and brought to
the advanced state in which it lately existed. Though the Council cannot
conceal from themselves, that amid various other depressing causes, the late
change in the policy of the mother country in this subject has matertally
contributed to lessen the value of colonial property, yet they cannot suppose
His Majesty’s Government are indifferent to the misery such changes are
calculated to inflict on the inhabitants of the colony, placed as they are in
the .midst of an overwhelming Slave population, rendered every day more
discontented, not by the misconduct of their owners, but by repeated alter-
ations in the rules for their management, effected, as they are well aware,
by the influence of the mother country, from which changes they are led to
expect still further concessions, and ultimate freedom at no distant period.
Yet the consequences of this change, and of the illusive benefits supposed -
attendant on it, are an unexampled deterioration of property, and an exposure
of the lives of the colonists to the highly excited feelings of the Slaves, whose
extravagent pretensions. must end in disappointment. : :
From these considerations the Council ot Tobago respectfully approach
your Excellency, to declare, that they have felt it their duty to the colony, to
the numerous creditors of its inhabitants, and to themselves, at once to meet
this subject fully and fairly. They have in'the preceding pages detailed to
your Excellency the length they are willing to go on the supposed work of .
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amelioration. ~ But they must also declare they have therein stated' their.
~ ultimatum. No consideration will induce them to advance one step-further
"in_sacrificing those political rights which they acquired when, under the
' Rbyal Authority, power was givgn thgm- tojudge of, and make all laws ne-
cessary for themselves; no consideration whatever will induce them further
than they have :stated ?o-fritter away and tamper with those rights of pro-
perty'which they conceive rest on no less solid a foundation than the pledged

faith of Great Britain, which, as they know it is yet untarnished, they are -

confident.will not first be sullied in their instance ; that further interference
: would effectually destroy those rights of property, the Council of Tobago
'"humbly conceive themselves better able to judge of, than any speculators
who judge of their effects at a dista}nce. But if, contrary to their firm hope
and earnest expectation, His Majesty’s Government should persevere in
causing further alterations or proposed alterations to be made, the Council of
_ Tobago, in the name of the colony, invoke the justice of Great Britain, to
~which no appeal was ever made in vain, with all humility, yet with the con~
fidence of men only demanding their rights, they reguire of His Majesty’s

_ Government, that if they stretch the hand of power to effect any further inter-_

ference with the domestic management of Slave property, they will while
they hold forth amelioration in the one hand, make proffer of ample compen-
sation with the other.

Passed the Legislative Council unanimously, the 28th of October 1825,

" (Signed)  WiLLiam MacsEav, acting for the Clerk of the Council.
- '(Signed) *  WiLLiam BrasNeLL, President of the Legislative Council.

‘The Honourable the President and Members of the Board of Legislative
Council to the Honourable the Speaker and Members of General Assembly.

THIS Board inform your Honourable House that they have passed the
following resolution, to which they request your concurrence, viz. ; B

Resolved : - That' from the very great importance of the communication
made by his - Excellency the Governor to both Houses of Legislature from
His Majesty’s Governinent, requiring a revision and amendment of the laws

regarding Slaves, this Board is induced to propose to your Honourable

House, that a joint ‘Committee of both Houses be appointed to prepare and
submit for the consideration of both Houses, a Report upon his Excellency’s
communication of the 11th instant, relative to the amelioration of those laws,
and that it be an instruction to the said Comimittee to consider and state in.
their said Report, whether any, and which of the proposals made to the Le-
gislature on the part of His Majesty’s Government, relative to this subject,
cau be enacted with safety to the Proprietors of Slaves, and benefit to the
Slaves themselves, and that in regard to such of the said propositions as may
appear inadmissible, the said Committee be instructed to state explicitly the
reasons whereon their opinion of such inadmissibility is founded ; and it your
House concurs therein, this Board have appointed the Honourables Andrew
Kenney and William Macbean to join three Members from your House for
that purpose.
' (A true Copy) (Signed) WILLIAM MACBEAN,

Council Chambers, 21s¢ October 1825.  Acting for the Clerk of the Council.

The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House of General As-

sgmb(y to the Honourable the President and Menbers of the Board of
ouncil,

THIS House inform your Honourable Board that they do 7ot concur with
your Honourable Board in your resolution of this date, requesting this, House
to appoint Members to form part of a joint Committee, with instructions to
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t oa the sommunmisation of his Excellency the Govermor, of the 11th in-
stant, respecting the amelioration of the Slave laws, the House baving of-
ready resolved, that from the loss of all confidence in his Excellency the
Governor, it would be useless for.this House, at this present moment, to take
into their consideration the highly important communication of His Majesty's
Government respecting the revision of the Slave laws; and having further
resolved, that until this House shall reccive an answer to theil petition to be

represented to His Majesty for the removal of his Excellency Sir Frederick’

Philipse Robinson from the government of this island, this House will pro-
ceed with no other business but such as shall be requisite for the immediate
safety of the country, or necessary ior the preservation of the rights and

privileges of the House.
(Signed) CHRISTOPHER IRVINE, Speaker.

 House of Assembly, October 21st 1825.

(A true Copy) (Signed) . WILLIAM MACBEAN,
' Acting for the Clerk of the Council.

theyr Governor.

No. 3.

 Eaxtract of a bz’spatch from Sir F. P. Robinson to Earl Bathurst, dated

Tobago, 8th November 1825.

IT is with regret I find myself once more compelled to make an unfa-

-yourable report on the:conduct of the House of Assembly of this colony.

At the commencement of the October Session, I laid before both Houses

- the suggested amendments and improvements in the Slave Court Act, for the

melioration of the condition of the Slaves, and in the manner pointed out by
our Lordship's instructions, as will appear in the minutes of the Legis-
ture. : : : . o :

It was evident from the first that the House of Assembly had predeter-
mined not to enter upon that subject in any way whatever, but it was equally
%0, that they were resolved to incur as little share of the blame as possible,
by endcavouring to throw the odium elsewhere. They accordingly did every
thing in their power to provoke me to prorogue them, and failing in that,
they refused to petform any further public duty as long as I remained

¢
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" DEMERARA.

No. 1.

Eustract of a Dispatch from Sir B. D'Urban to the Right Honourable the
Eart Bathurst, K.G. dated Demerara, the 15th of May 1824.

WITH reference to my dispatch ot the 5th instant, I have the honour to
Anform your Lordship that I have just returned from a tour through the
eastern division of the colony.

In pursuance of the intentions which I have communicated to your Lord-
ship in that dispatch, I caused deputations from the Slaves of every estate to
meet me at certain points, and having read to them His Mujesty’s Procla-
mation of the 10th of March, and mine of the 3d of May, grounded upon it,
I personally explained to them their true situation, with all that they have to
hope from good conduct, and all they have to fear from bad. I found them
every where very intelligent ; perfectly comprehending what I said to them;
and many of them accurately repeated to me the substance of it, which they
were to communicate to their comrades upon their return to their respective
estates. :

I can now have no doubt that the opinion I expressed to your Lordship oa
the 5th was well founded, and that many of the Slaves had still continued
under the delusion which I then described ; indeed several of them avowed
it, and evidently took leave of the hopes they had so long cherished, with
strong feclings of sorrow. .

Their eyes however are opened now ; and they will no longer have that
strong excitement to revolt which arose from the belief that they were con-
tending for rights, (and by that belief they were unquestionably actuated in
the late revolt,) which they supposed had been granted them in the mother
country, but suppressed by the colonial authorities.

At the same time, that they have been now made aware that freedom, in the
manner they had anticipated, is out of the question, they have also learned
that many real advantages are preparing for them, if they deserve them by
quiet and subordinate behaviour, and I have assured them that, as on the one
band, the severe punishment of any disorder among them will be certain, so
on the other, if any individual shall at any time think himself oppressed or

ill-treated, I shall always be ready to receive his complaint personally, and

redress it if it be well founded. o
Upon the whole, I incline to think that the result of my tonferences with
them will be salutary; and that, although a feeling of disappointed hope
may continue for a time, and even produce (which however I trust it will
not) partial ebullitions, yet that this will soon subside, and that, with care and
vigilance, I shall keep the colony quiet. Of one thing, I am at any rate cer-
tain, that no state of the Negro mind could have been so dangerous as one of
undefined and vague expectation.
_ I haveinvited, from all the respectable proprietors and managers, immediate
‘information l(iipon their observing any thing suspicious among their respective
Negroes; and that they may do this freely, and without scruple, have
requested them to write to me direct, and confidentially. By these means I
shall 1 think avoid the being taken by surprise, which was the greatest
danger of the late revolt ; when it does not appear that the Executive was
aroused till within a few hours of the intended moment of explosion ; although
strong suspicions of impending mischief seem to have becn entertained for
some weeks before by various individuals resident in the eastern distriets.
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The estates which were in open revolt amounted to fifty, containing
a Negro population of about twelve thousand, and extending about twenty-
three miles. It is just, however, to apprise your Lordship, that interspersed
among them are five estates (not included in the above number) containing a
Negro population of about thirteen hundred, who took no part in the revolt,
but continued faithful to their masters, and in several instances protected their
lives at the risk of their own. The rising had already reached to within
about three miles of George Town : and there is no doubt that the estates
along the eastern bank of the river Demerara were in readiness to join in it.
No proof however exists that the infection had yet spread to the eastward of

* the Mahaica or to the westward of the Demerara.

No. 2.

Siw, - Downing-Street, 9th July 1825.

I HAVE received your dispatch of the 14th March last, with the

amended draft of the proposed Act of the Court of Policy, for improving
the condition of Slaves in the colony of Demerara.

The King bas been graciously pleased 1o approve the decision that you

adopted, of referring the draft of the Act to His Majesty for his consider-

ation, instead of immediately promulgating it as a law 1n the colony.

I am further commanded by His Majesty, to direct you to signify to’the
Court of Policy, his approbation of the zeal with which they have proceeded
to give effect to His wishes, as explained by me in my dispatch of the 20th
November 1824 ; and you will assure the Members of the Court that His
Majesty has been pleased to receive with great satistaction this mark of their
disposition to mieliorate the conditien, and elcevate the character of the Slaves
under their protection.  And, alithough the law you have transmitted will
remain imperfect until some important addition shall have been made to 1t,
T have niucdr pleesure in wcknewnledging that a great advance has now been
made towards forining such a code for the Government of Slaves as may

“receive Ilis Majesty’s approbation.

LT

You will, therefore; unincdiately on the arrival of this dispatch, convene
the Court of Policy, and take thie necessary measures for promulgating in the
usual manner a law to be expressed in theé terms of the draft you have
transmitted. ' ' .

The same object might have been more speedily accomplished by issuing
an Order in Council; but the adoption of that measure would have been
attended with the loss of the important advantage of shewing to the Slave
population that the chief civil authorities of the colony are the immediate
‘authors of the beneficial change which it is proposed to accomplish in theit
situation. '

You will, however, distinctly explain to the Members of the Court, that in
allowing them to introduce this Law as an Act emanating directly from the
authority of the Court of Policy, His Majesty’s Government do not acknow-
ledge their claims to Legislative Authority, in the extent to which for so
many years past they have been carried, or in any degree abandon the several
rules laid down on that subject, by the recent Order in Council of the 18th
of December 1824. i
It will also be necessary that the Court of Policy should, at the same
time, be clearly apprized, that this concession, as to the mode of enacting the

law, does not iavolve the abandonment of any of the principles inculcated

in myv dispatch of the 20th Nevember 1824, and actually enforced' and
acted upon in the island of Trinidad. :
On the contrary, I have to impress upon you, even yet more earnestly than
before, that His Majesty’s Government cannot be satisfied with any thing
short of a complete compliance with the propositions which were detailed in
that dispatch. ‘ : o :
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On the perusal of the draft you have transmitted, I perceive four principal
deviations from the plan laid down for your guidance in that dispatch, an«f I
shall proceed shortly to draw your attention to each of these points.

First :—All labour undertaken by Slaves on Sunday for the preservation ot
the crops upon an estate entitles the Slaves to wages in the Island of T'ri-
nidad. Tn the draft which you have transmitted wages are allowed only to
Slaves employed in picking coffee and cotton. No wages, therefore, can be

claimed for turning and drying coffee and cotton when housed, but not -

cured, nor will the Slave be entitled to wages for any labour undertaken
by him for the preservation of the crops on a sugar estate. The distinctions

do not rest upon any sound general principle. It cannot be admitted that

the Owner of a Slave is entitled to his labour on any part of the Sunday
without remuneration, except only in cases of accidental and occasional neces-
sity. Giving the Court of Policy full credit for the accuracy of their opinion,
that certain operations on sugar, coffee, and cotton estates, cannot be sus-
ended on a Sunday without much inconvenience to the proprietor; and
admitting that the Slaves must be occasionally employed in these services,
His Majesty’s Government cannot allow that these services should be per-
formed without a specifick remuneration. It is necessary to maintain
unbroken the maxim that the Owner of a Slave has no title to his
labour except during six days in the week. I have, however, reason to believe,
that the difficulties which the Court of Policy has felt in complying more
fully with this regulation have arisen from their not having adverted to
the modification 0% the Trinidad Order with respect to the time when this
suspension of compulsory labour shall be supposed to commence; by which
" modification work is allowed to continue until ten at night on Saturday,
instead of the hour of six as it was at first required.

Secondly :—With respect to the marriage of Slaves, I have weighed atten-
tively the objection urged by the Court of Policy against the adoption of the
general declaration contained in the Trinidad Order, that such marriages are
valid, legal, and effectual, to all intents and purposes. The difficulty noticed
by the Court may be well founded ; yet it would seem as though it were
capable of an easy solution. The law might declare in general the validity
of such marriages, with a proviso in terms equally general, that they
should not confer on the parties, or their issue, any rights inconsistent
with the duties which: the Slave owes to his Owner, or to the Government,
or at-variance with those rights which the Owner and the Government are

" by law entitled to assert over the Slave and his progeny. The advantage
of adopting such a general declaration, even though thus qualified, will be,
that by recognizing the validity of the marriage contract when entered into
by Slaves, any one who should violate the marriage vow would then, in
point ot law, be deemed guilty of adultery. It is ncedless to point out to
you how much the moral sentiments and conduct of mankind upon such
subjects are regulated in reference to the maxims promuigated under Legi-
slative authority : and it must be remembered, that whatever tends to protect
the sanctity of this relation is not only of importance to the interests ot
the Slave, but to those of the Master.

Thirdly :—The Court of Policy would exclude a Slave from owning land

or the stafle commodities of the colony in any quantity however inconsi- .

derable, am not however prepared to sanction the restriction with
respect to land in particular, until I shall be more fully informed how far
the inconvenience to which it would subject the Slave population, is
compensated by any. equivalent advantage which the other classes of
society would derive from it, and I cannot help being persuaded that the
exception had better be modified than made absolute. )
Connected with this subject is the disinclination of the Court to permit a
Slave to maintain an action in his own name. Without controverting the state-
ments of the Court upon this subject, I must observe that they are not suf-
- ficient to establish the conclusion intended to be deduced from them.
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The ignorance.of the Slave, and the establjs_hed Princip]es of legal proce-
dure, may afford sufficient reasons for prohibiting his personal appearance in
the Courts as the advocate of his own legal demand, but it does not follow
that the action, instituted for enforcing those demands, should be brought
exclusively in the name of the Master, and entirely at his discretion.
No sufficient reason is given why the Slave should not be the nominal
plaintift or defendant, or why he should not exercise his own free will as to
bringing and defending his action. If he cannot defend his property but in
his Master's name and with his Master’s sanction, he in fact holds his
property at the will and pleasure of his Master: and if there be any serious
objection to the action being in the name ot the Slave, it may be in the
name of the Fiscal, provided that it be imperative on the Fiscal to bring the
action at the request of the Slave. :

Fourthly :—7The most important of all the deviations from the Trinidad
Order is the refusal of the Court to invest the Slave with the right of pur-
chasing the freedom of himself, or of his kindred in the prescribed degrees.
The arguments of the Court of Policy bhave received all the consideration
which their importance deserves ; but I do not censider that they are such as
would justify the abandonment of the principle which led to the recommenda-
tion of this particular enactment. To the Slave it affords a constant motive
for diligence, sobriety, and good conduct, and it presents a method by which
the most meritorious and useful persons in that class of society may gradually
rise to the rank of free men without danger to the public peace or injustice to
the proprietors.

If it be said that the Master may be thus deprived of the most useful of

-his Slaves, on whose skill and intelligence he chiedy depends, it must be re~

membered, that the price of the manumission of such a Slave will be valued
accordingly, and that the Slave, who hes by his industry and good conduct
saved enough to reach such a valuation, is not likely to relapse into a state
of indolence : he will have given no unsatisfactory security that he has felt too
much the value of regulated industry to be disposed to fall into such habits;
and we may reasonably expect that he will willingly continue as a free man, to
discharge for an adequate compensation the same duties under his old Master,

_ which the supposition itselt implies are not those of a subordinate character.

It has been stated that instances may occur of Slaves being enabled to pur-
chase their freedom, not by their own industry, but by the interposition of
others. Whatever may be the motive for such interference, it cannot go to
such an extent as to make any serious objection to the establishment of the
regulation. Ifit proceed from motives of individual kindness, (that of a parent
for example in favour of his illegitimate child,) it will hardly be felt as an ob-

jection. Ifit should proceed from any combination, directed generally against
the well-being of the planters under the plea of humanity, such an attempt could

. not be made 1n secret; and as manumissions purchased under such circum-

stances would be against the principle on which the regulation itself is founded,
pamely, that of making the manumission the result and reward of habitual in-

dustry,  measures could easily be taken to defeat such a plan, if indeed

provisions might not be int.roduced in the law itself to prevent it. The
Court of Policy, in attributing the introduction of this rule of law into
Trinidad to the previous existence of the same; or some similar regulation, in

~ that island, are in error. The King in Council did not modify in this respect

the existing law of Trinidad, but introduced a law which, in practice at least,
was entirely new in that island. ' '

I forbear to enter upon a discussion of those objections to the draft you have
submitted which are of a mere verbal nature ; on referring to it you will per-
ceive, that in some of the last amendments the Act is framed rather in popular
language than in the definite and exact style appropriate to legislation. But

- whenever the substance of my former recommendations has been adopted, I

do not deem it necessary to dwell upon comparatively unimportant inaccuracies
of expression. :
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You will Jay my present dispatch before the Court of Policy, and I sin-
cerely hope that, upon further consideration, they will make such amendments,
either in the present or by some subsequent Act, as will spare me the necessity
of introducing into the Order in Council, which must ultimately confirm these
proceedings, any material regulation which the Court of Policy shall not have
p_reviously adopted. I have, &e.

Major General, Sir B. D’ Urban, K.C.B. (Signed). BATHURST.
&c. &e. &e.

No. 3.

My Lorbp, King’s House, Debzerara, 2d Sept. 1825.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s dispatch of July last,
respecting the proposed Slave code for this colony ; and in obedience to your
Lordship’s commands, I have convened the Court of Policy for Monday the
5th instant, when I will lay your Lordship’s dispatch before them.

I have, &ec. .
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. (Signed) B. D'URBAN

&e. e. &e.

No. 4.

My Lorpb, King's House, Demerara, 15tk Sept. 1825.

'WITH reference to my dispatch of the 2d instant, I have the honour to
“inform your Lordship that, having assembled the Court of Policy on the 5th
instant, I laid before them your Lordship’s dispatch of July last, respecting
the proposed Slave regulations. The minutes of the proceedings of the
Court, upon that and the following days, are herewith transmitted.

With reference to the second recommendation, your Lordship will per-
ceive that they have adopted it, and amended the 19th clause of the proposed
code accordingly ; but that upon the subjects of the 1st, 3d, and 4th, they
adhere to their former conclusion. :

Their reasons for their inability to go further upon these points, which -

they profess to labour under, are upon the minutes transmitted, and I am
not aware that they require any remark from me in further explanation of
them.

It is just, however, that I should state to your Lordship my belief in the
integrity of their motives, and in the sincerity of the regret which they ex-
press, that they cannot, consistgntly with what they cousider their duty to
the colony, enact, themselves, the provisions required by His Majesty’s
Government. '

Upon a careful consideration of the commencement and eonclusion of
your Lordship’s dispatch, it has appeared to me certain, that even in the
case (which exists) of the Court of Policy’s not having adopted the four re-
commendations proposed, it is your Lordship’s intention to have a Colonial
Law now promulgated, in the terms of the draft transmitted to your Lord-
ship on the 14th March, and that the Order of Council, which must ulti-
mately confirm these proceedings, will introduce into it such alterations
(a(xidverted toin your Lordship’s dispatch) as the Court of Policy have not
adopted.

On the meeting of the Court on the 7th therefore, the draft (with the
19th Article amended) was, as your Lordship will perceive, put in train foz
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promulgation, in the usual manner; and the interval between its publication
and its operation has been considered absolutely necessary to its due effici-
ency, as allowing time for all parties to understand it well, and for the Au-
thorities, who are to carry it nto effect and watch over its observance, to be
fully prepared for the duties which they will have to perform.

The Colonial Members have thought it of great importance that the
Christmas holidays should have passed before the commencement of 1its opera-
tion; and the beginning of the year is in some other respects a convenient
period for it. Meanwhile there will have been time for me to receive from
your Lordship the Order in Council, so that. whatever alterations may be
made in the law, as now about to be promulgated, will have been made in it

before it begins to act.
I have, &c.

‘ (Signed)  B. D'URBAN.
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. '
&e. &e. &c. .

Minutes of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Court of Policy of the
" Colony and Dependent Districts of Demerary and Essequebo, at an Ex-
traordinary Meeting, held, by adjournment, at the Colony-House, George-
Town, Demerary. '
- PrEesent,

His Excellency Major-General Sir Benjamin D’Urban, K. C. B., Lieutenant-
, : Governor. o

His Honour Mr. President Wray.

Their Honours Charles Herbert, First Fiscal ; George Baget, Second Ditte.

. And the Honourable Members, James Johnstone ; F. P.Van Berchet ,
James Allen; C. A. Baron Van Grovestines. '

(After Prayers.) Monday, the 5th of Sepiember 1825.

' The Minutes of the Court’s proceedings of the 5th and 29th of August were
resumed, confirmed, and signed. L
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor then laid before the Court a dis- -
g\tch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated .
owning-Street, July, 1825, which, having been read, was of the following
eontents: '
Fiat Insertio.

The foregoing dispatch having been read, his Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor expressed his earnest desire that the Court should proceed forthwith
to take into consideration the several points contained in the communication
of the Right Honourable the Secretary ot State, which he had done himself
the honour to lay before it for that purpose. ' '

Wherenpon, the thanks of the Court having been returned to his Excellency
for his communication, the Court, after proceeding with the consideration, °
adjourned until to-morrow, to meet at one o'clock. '

(AtrueCopy)  (Signed) ~ WILL. WILDAN, Dep. Sec.
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Minutes of the Procecdings of the Honourable the Court of Policy of the Co-
lony and Dependent Districts of Demerary and Essequebo, at an Extraordi-
nary Meeting, held, by adjournment, at the Colony-House, George-Town,

- Demerary. o

PRESENT,

His Excellency Major-General Sir Benjamin D’Urban, K. C. B., Licutenant-

Governor.
_ His Honour Mr. President Wray. :
Their Honours Charles Herbert, First Fiscal ; George Bagot, Second Ditto.

And the Honourable Members, James Johnstone ; F. P.Van Berchel ;
’ James Allan; C. A. Baron Van Grovestines.

(After Prayers.) Tuesday, the 6tk of September 1825.

The Court, having met, proceeded to the further consideration of Earl

Bathurst’s dispatch, and adopted the following Resolutions with regard to the

first point :

That with respect to the potting of sugar, that is, taking it from the coolers,
and putting it into the casks, this is effected in the course of an hour, or an
hour and a half, in the morning of the day after the sugar is made, and the
Negroes so employed are sufficiently rewarded by a small quantity of sugar

iven to them, and what they collect from the coolers, and the tubs or pails
in which it is carried to the curing-house: this may be done for three or four
Sundays consecutively, and followed by an interval of as many weeks, when
there is no sugar made. )

That, as to the turning of coffee or cotton on the drogeries or platform, or
in the logie, it is done by children and elderly and infirm Negroes, who are
unfit for any kind of hard work ; and the operation of turning being performed,
they sit or lie down, or go to their houses foran hour or two, until 1t is neces-
sary to recommence the same work ; so that a Negro so employed does not in,
fact work more than five or six hours in the day—in the intervals he is at rest;
and even this work is only required during the crop season; and in this same
way they are employed daily in crop season—thus working, in a whole week,
no more than beiween thirty-five and forty hours. Labour thus performed is

pot field work, but it is done in and about the buildings, and without it the

crops must certainly be spoiled, and receive irreparable injury. The same

reason which allows the employment of Slaves as watchmen, or for the pre-

servation of cattle, without receiving remuneration, doubly applies to those
who necessarily are employed for the preservation of the crops. In fact, the
labour of these people, who only work at intervals during the day, is not by
far so much as that of the domesticks—and these receive no remuneration.

His Majesty’s Government supposes that the Court has not adverted to the
modification of the Trinidad Order, by which work is allowed to continue until
ten at night on Saturday, instead of the hour of six. This has been well at-
tended to ; but this extension of time is of no sort of benefit to the coffee and
cotton planter, whose crops require to be attended to during day-time.

Second point: . :

That the clause No. 19 of this draft be amended, and the following words be

inserted, leaving out all the words commencing * Provided always,” &e. to the.’

end of the article. :

“ And such marriage, when so solemnized, shall be held and considered
“ binding, valid, and eflectual, in law; provided, nevertheless, that such
“ marriages shall not confer on the parties, or their issue, any rights incon-
¢ sistent with the duties which Slaves owe to their Owners or to the Govern-
< ment, or at variance with those rights which the Owner or the Government

« are by law entitled to assert over Slaves and their progeny, or subject such

<« Slaves 8o intermarrying to any penal infliction, the effects of which might'

« destroy the rights or injure the property of their owners.”
2H
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Third point: - ' .

. . That the permission to the Slave to be a landed proprictor would be pro-
ductive of considerable inconvenience to his owner and to society, without
conferring any benefit on himself. ‘ _ )

In the country districts there would scarcely occur any instances of sales
of land to Slaves,—if, however, such should take place, the Slave must be al-
ways subject to be taken to a distance trom his purchase, when, as not uncom-
monly happens, a proprietor removes his Slaves to another estate, or where
the Slave and his family are taken in execution, and sold. By the universal
practice of the colonies, Slaves on estates are allowed sufficient land for gar-
dens; and when the proprietor removes, or his Slaves are sold at execution,
they receive their new gardens in the estate to which they go, and in so fertile
a soil as this, they sustain no loss, the quality of the land being such as not
to require artificial aid. ‘The house of the Slave is always furnished by, and
remains the property of the proprietor. )

- If it is contemplated that the Slave may possess land to a considerable
extent, it would follow that he must be himself a proprietor of Slaves, or
employ Slave labour. And as the ownership of land exposes the owner to
the task of making and repairing the roads and bridges which pass through
it, on his failing to do so, it would be repaired at the public expense, which
he; the Slave, must pay; or be subject to imprisonment, as free persons are in
such cases. The domestick and other Slaves in town would be, in some in-
stances, found to be purchasers of small lots, on which they would erect
wooden houses, and all property of this description is subject to the payment
of town taxes, and the proprietor subject to imprisonment, on failing to pay-
As the Slaves also are in all cases provided with lodging by their master,
either in his own house, or what is much more common, by separate buildings
for their sole occupation in his’yard, these extra houses in town would have a
direct tendency to increase the number of very inferior town proprietors,
such as the lower classes of free coloured people, who, living on sinall portions
of land of this description, dedicate them, for the most part, to the putposes of
drinking, gaming, and receiving stolen goods. .

The permitting a Slave to bring an action at his own discretion is full of
insuperable difficulties. If he is ignorant and stapid, he is incapable.of
judging whether there is the must remote chance that he should succeed; if
he is quick and cunning, there is no check upon the fraud and: falsehood of a
person whe is.unable to pay costs in money ; and if a person is made liable
by imprisonment, or even by flogging; that is the loss of the master, against

whom perhaps the action is brought. "It it Be left to the Slave’s discretiony
Sr be made imperative on the Protector of Slaves to bring actions” i “the
Slave’s request, there can be no prospective calculation made of the number
of frivolous, vexatious, and fraudulent suits, which will be brought before
the court of justice, nor to the ruin which such proceedings must entail on

the planter, by the absence from labour, not only of the party litigant, but of

-all the witnesses he may think fit to summon.

~ The code, as it stands, gives the Slave an action whenever his Master or
the Protector think it right that one should be maintained against any white
or free person, and punishes at the discretion of the court, without any limit
as to the ‘extent of fine and imprisonment, owners or others who deprive the
Slave of his property. This affords the Slave’s property legal protection ;
customary protection it has long received, a custom which in no one instance
has ever been found to be violated, notwithstanding the ready access of all
Slaves to the Fiscal, add to which the universal detestation in which such a
deed would be held, and the certain discontent and hatred it would assuredly
create in the minds of all the Slaves on the estate, the value of whose hap-
Einess and content to the proprietors is too well known ever to’ be put to

azard by such a violation of justice. ‘

The Protector of Slaves, or the Master, being satisfied by a previous investi-
gation, that there is a good ground of action, may, as the code stands, bring
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such action, and even thiis will be found practically to be attended with mis-
chief in some cases; as-is proved by what not uncommonly occurs at present.
The President of the Court of Justice has the power,.on being satisfied that
a party is a pauper, to examine into his complaint, and if he thinks the cause
just he orders the Crown Advocate to maintain the action, with directions to
all public officers to act without charge. The Crown Advocate examines the
papers and proofs generally with the President ; yet, notwithstanding this
previous check on improper actions, they still find their way into court, to
the great loss of an honest defendant, who can only imprison the plaintiff
. where the coart orders the costs to be paid, and to obviate which, as much
as possible, the following order of court was issued on the 1st September,
1823 : ,
Suitors pro deo.

- ¢ Notice is hereby given, that all persons who shall hereafter think proper
“ to apply to his Honour the President, for an order of reference to the King’s
~ & Advocate pro deo, will be required not only to prove that they are by their
« poverty entitled to the benefit of this provision; but also that they have
% good, just, and legal grounds of suit or defence. And in order to prevent
“ any abuse of this privilege, it is hereby declared, that in any case wherein
< jt shall be made satisfactorily to appear, that the parly has obtained this
“ order, either through wilful misrepresentation, improper concealment of
% any fact, or other misconduct on his part, he will, on petition of the oppo-
“ site party, be liable to be deprived of this benefit, and thereby become sub.
“ ject to the costs of the proceedings, and such further or other punishment
“ as the case may require, and as by law is in that behalf provided.”

Fourth point : S

That the court does not think it respectful to His Majesty’s Government, to
enter into a discussion of the observations adduced in Earl Bathurst’s dispatch
on this point. It must,however, with all deference, observe, that it cannot feel
that the principles on which its original objections are founded, and the
grounds on which it has pointed out the enormous mischief which must result
from the measure proposed, have been in the slightest degree shaken by those
observations, and therefore anxious, as it really is, to meet to the fullest ex-
tent the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, it cannot concientiously pro-
ceed further than it has already done on such entire conviction, and is there-
fore most unwillingly compelled to decline adopting the recommendations

prgj;msed. :
‘The court finally resolved, that His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor,
be requested to transmit to the Earl Batburst, a copy of this minute, with
the expression of their sincere regret, that they have been altogether unable,
from the weighty reasons which they have herein set forth, to meet more

nearly the wishes and recommendations of His Majesty’s Government.

 (Atruecopy)  (Signed) ~ WILLIAM: WILDAN, Dep. Sec.

Minutes of the I;roceedi,ngs of the Honourable the Court of Policy of the
Colony and Dependent Districts of Demerary and Esseguebo, at an
Extraordinary Meeting held, by adjournment, at the Colony-House,
George Town, Demerary. -

PrEsENT, _
His Excellency Major-General Sir Benjamin D’Urban, K.C.B. Lieutenant-
' Governor.
His Honour Mr. President Wray. _

Their Honours Charles Herbert, First Fiscal ; George Bagot, Second Ditto.

And the Honourable Members, James Johnstone ; James Allan ; C. A.
Baron Van Grovestines ; The Honourable F. P. Van Berchel.
(After Prayers) Wednesday, September 7, 1825, -

THE Court having been opened, the Sccretary was ordered to bring up
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~ ‘would be incompatible with the preservation of the crop.
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the Draft Slave Regulations, which were read over, and the blanks which had
been left open filled up, the amendment of the nineteenth clause having
been also inserted as agreed upon yesterday. :

It was resolved that an additional clause be added, pumbered thirty-eight,
declaring that the Ordinance in question shall be in force and take effect from
and after the 1st January 1826.

The Court finally ordered, that the Secretary do prepare a fair copy of these
Regulations, and after the same shall have been approved and signed by his
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor cause the Act to be printed and pub-
lished and sent round as customary for general information. ‘

The Court then broke up, and the members separated. .

( A trueCopy) (Signed) ~ WILL. WILDAN, Depty. Secy.
No. 5.
Sir, , ‘ _ Dowm'n;g-Street, February 25 s 1836,

I HAVE received and laid before The King your dispatch of the 15th of
September last, with the mirutes of the Court of Policy repeating the sen-
timents which that body continues to entertain upon three out of the four
clauses which they objected to introduce into their Slave law, and which
were remitted for their further consideration in my dispatch of the 9th

July last.

V};"ith regard to the particular points which have been under the renewed
eonsideration of the Court, I am in the first place to convey to you His
Majesty’s gracious approval of the modified provisions respecting marriage
which the Court have agreed to enact, whereby the conjugal relations between
Slaves have obtained the support of the law, although with a proviso inter-
dictory of the civil rights which marriage under the Dutch law confers on
free men, and which are incompatible with the rights of the Master over the
Slave.

I have in the next place to explain to you the views of His Majesty’s
Government in regard to the three subjects on which legislative provision
remains to be made: v

1.—With regard to Sunday labour, I have already apprized you that it is
necessary to maiutain the maxim that the Owner of a Slave has no title to
his labour except during six days of the week, I have also distinetly speci-
fied, on the one hand, the offices which it is considered Slaves may gratuitously
perform_on Sundays without violation of this principle, and on_ the other,
those which the nature of circumstances requires to be performed, but which
the . principle. above enounced equally requircs to be remunerated. * All
« abour undertaken for the preservation of the crops upon any estate” 1s an
cxception belonging to the latter class, and in Trinidad wages are required to
be paid for such labour at the rate to be fixed by the Protector of Slaves.

It is under this head that the provisions of the Demerara law respecting
Sunday labour, though under others much improved since I had last occasion
to consider them, continue incomplete. Itis yet unprovided that this con-
servatory labour should be allowable on .Sunday only when voluntary on the
part of the Slaves employed, and when its postponement beyond that day

The Court of Policy have introduced into the clause certain provisions
explanatory of those kinds of labour which are thereby defined to be for the
preservation of the crop: namely, 1st, the boiling off the cane Juice
¢ that ‘may have been expressed at the time of sun-set on Saturday (the
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« boiling however in no case to extend beyond the hour of ten at dight), and
« the potting the sugar so made.” According to the representations- of ‘the -
Court of Policy neither of these operations can be postponed without essen-
tial injury to the produce which has been carried through the previous pro-
cesses to the stage in which these become necessary. With. this understand- .
ing the labour is allowable in both cases. 1In the first case, during the pre-
scribed extra hours on Saturday night, it may perhaps be allowed that the
labour should be exigible from the Slave without remuneration ; butin the
other, in which the operaticn is to be performed on the Sunday morning, the
principle of remuneration cannot be departed from; and it will be best.
maintained, not by a donation of a small portion of the produce, which is -
stated to be the present practice, but by the payment of ascertainable wages,:
to be fixed, as in other cases, by the Protector of Slaves. The second kind of
Sunday labour which the .Court of Policy define to be for the preservation
of the crop, is, ¢ the turning and drying of coffee and cotton already housed,
<« and.in a state of preservation, but not cured.” This labour, too, it appears,
cannot be postponed without essential injury, and may therefore be performed
on Sunday. But the reasons of the Court of Policy for exacting it gra-
tuitously, are not satisfactory. The first reason is, * that the labour is of a.
“ light kind, and is performed by children, and elderly and infirm' Negroes,
« who are unfit for any kind of hard labour,” and with intervals of rest, * so-
< that a Negro so employed, does not in fact work more than five or six
« hours in the day.” But the Court of Policy will no doubt perceive that;.
if the capabilities of the labourer be no more than commensurate with:
the labour allotted bim, the hardship of the task is left where it was..
The divers degrees of labour vequired for divers operations may properly:
however be taken into the Protector’s estimate of its value, when he fixes the
rate: of wages to be paid for it.—The Court -of Policy have alleged, se-
condly, that ¢ the same reason which allows the emaployment of Slaves as.
¢ watchmen, or. for the preservation of cattle, without receiving remuneration,
<« doubly applies to those who are necessarily employed for the preservation:
« of the crops.” On this I have to observe, that, before the former excep~
tion was allowed, it had been strongly represented, that the protection of the:
Slave’s provision grounds, as well as the owner’s property on his plantation,
required the employment of watchmen, without which security of the pro-:
duce from depredation the Slave could not be induced to cultivate his pro--
vision grounds. It was not therefore thought fit to charge the owner with-
the payment of wages. for services which were for the protection as well of.
the Slave’s property as of the Owner’s, and not more for- the protection of
cither, than for the prevention. of crime, and the maintenance of the public:
peace. As to tending and feeding of cattle, the degree of labour required in
this kind (as in the case of domestics) would be so difficult to ascertain, and
inmany instances might be soslight, that it was admitted to be impracticable’
for the Protector of Slaves to assign a proportionate rate of wages applicable’
to the varying circumstances.  But there is no such impracticability in the
case which the Court of Policy would assimilate to this, since the Court itself.
has specified the number of hours per day, and per week, for which the Slave:
is required to work in the turning and drying of coffee and cotton.

By these explanations,. the Court of Policy will be led to perceive; that it
would be impossible for me to submit to His Majesty in Council what they.
have alleged, as a reason for omitting to supply what is wanting in their law
upon the subject.of Sunday labour. ' :

I1.—The second of the Legislative provisions which are still deficient in the
law passed by the Court of Policy is that by which the rights of property are
to be couferred upon the Slaves. The Court have observed that; according to
the.Proclamation published in. Trinidad explanatory ot the Order in Council,
Slaves are not allowed to cultivate for their own profit the staple commodities:
of that island. The restriction did not originate with His Majesty’s Govern—

21 '
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ment, but they forcbore to disturb the operation of a pre-existing law to this
effect, in support of which was urged the temptation to commit depredations
upon his Owner’s property to which the Slave would be exposed by its repeal.
A similar law appears to be in force in Demerara. In the one colony, the
Slaves are fox_‘bi(ﬂ)en to cultivate the staple commodities ; in the other, to sell
or barter them. Whilst it is expedient that these laws should remain—and on
consideration of the reasons alleged I am not prepared to deny the expe-
diency—I do not contend for the Slave’s right of property in what he cannot
legally barter or sell, nor, as it is said, honestly acquire. I therefore consider
the articles of sugar, coffee, and cotton, to be allowable exceptions.

The objections which are urged by the Court of Policy to the giving
a Slave a property in land are chiefly founded upon the disadvantages
which the Slave himself would labour under as a proprietor of land. But it
may  be presumed that a Slave who shall have acquired the eans of pur-
chasing land will be prudent enough to take into his caleulation the com-
pulsory removal to a distance which he is personally lable to; for, however
otherwise ignorant, he cannot but be sufficiently sensible of what is incident
to his own condition. It is also objected, that he would become liable to
taxes for the repair of roads, &c. for the non-payment of which, if, as in the
cases of freemen, his person were seized, an mjury to his owner would ensue
in the loss of his labour while in confinement. But the Court of Policy would
have it in their power to obviate this objection by rendering the produce of
the land, or the property upon it, or even the land itself, if nccessary, liable to
be taken in execution for arrears of taxes. Upon the whole, although the
right of property in land, may possibly be of little immediate or general
advantage to the Slaves, yet, under restrictions as to staple produce, I do not
perceive such material objections to it as would place it in the light of a

necessary exception (which is the only admissible exception) to the general

rule.

I have considered with due attention the representations made by the Court
of Policy in justification of not permitting the Slave to have an uncontrolled
power of bringing an action with regard to his property. I perceive that such
a power might be much abused, by ill-disposed advisers, to the Slave’s own
prejudice ; and if the Coart of Po{icy, will give to the Protector of Slaves a
clear undoubted right to bring or defend any action in respect to the property
of the Slave by whatsoever legal measures are available in other cases; and if]
in addition to this, they will empower the President of the Court of Justice to
direct prosecutions on the application of the Slave, nothing farther will be
required on this head. Itis not “clear that the terins of the law, as it stands
at present, are sufficiently general and comprehensive to bear the full and
undoubted import of those employed in the Order in Council for Trinidad,
which, were they adopted in Demerara, would enable the Protector to * bring,
¢ maintain, prosecute, and defend any suit or action in any Court of Justice,
« for, or in respect of any such property, as fully and amply to allintents and
« purposes,” as could be done l()iy a person of free condition, in respect of his
own property. Itis therefore desirable, that in this particular, some amend-
ment should be introduced.

II1 —As the right which it is proposed should be given to the Slave to
purchase his manumission is a vital part of the whole measure, it cannot be
dispensed with. 'No system of measures would satisfy the feelings of this
country, or would completely execute the purposes of the House of Com-
mons, which did not contain some direct provision, some acting principle,
by which the termination of slavery may be gradually accomplished ; and
the giving toa Slave a right to purchase his frcedom, by the fruits of his
honest earnings, on a fair estimate of the loss which the owner may sustain
by that act, guards the publick, on the one hand, against the danger of indis-
eriminate emancipation, and secures to the planter, on the other, a pledge of
an adequate compensation.,
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. The objections which are urged against this measure are—First, That the
money with which the Slave may -purchase his freedom may not be the

earnings of his honest labour, and that, therefore, his being able to make the

purchase is not a test of his industrious habits. Secondly, That the valuation
may not indemnify the Owner, who may not be able to supply the loss of his
Slave by the money which is to be paid for his manumission. With respect
to the first objection, it is said—that the purchase money may be obtained
either by personal favour towards the Slave, or from ill-will to the Owner, or
by. a combination of philanthropick individuals in this country ; and lastly,
that the Slave may procure it by theft. ,

With respect to tavour towards the Slave, or ill-will 40 the Owner, the
same favour which would procure the money for the manumission of the
Slave, would probably secure his well-being afterwards; and if the Owuer
received an adequate compensation, he wonld have little to fear from the:
‘effect either of favour to his Slaves or ill-will to himself; while the general
" operation of the measure could not be really endangered by individual in--
stances of kindness or malevolence. . ' ’

_ Apprehensious are entertained lest well ‘disposed.people, with ill considered.

zeal, should endeavour at once to get rid of Slavery by purchasing the manu--
mission of Slaves out of a fund to be raised for that purpose. This, un-
doubtedly, would be an attempt to convert a gradual and discriminative
principle into an abrupt indiscriminate act of manumission’; it would, how-
ever, be soon found that this would not go far, and would be easily prevented ;
but even under such a plan it would not be difficult to shew that the pecuniary
interests of the Owner would be adequately protected by the proposed arbi-

tration. For the sake of the community, indeed, such indiscriminate manu-. .

missions ought to be prevented; for undoubtedly if the purchase money
were obtained from any fund which may be formed for the liberation of Slaves,
there would be no test of previous habits of industry, of which there is pre-
sumptive evidence where the money is procured by the honest earnings of
the Slave. To supply this defect it may be provided, that in such-eases a
eertificate of good conduct for five years should be required of the Protector
of Slaves before the manumission should be completed. '

If, lastly, the Slaves were, by this regulation, encouraged to defraud their
Owners, or others, by endeavouring to obtain dishonestly the means of pur-
chasing their freedom, it would inﬁeed be a serious objection to the measure,
as that, which is to be considered as the test of their industry, would become
the result of- their depravity. But the limitations which it is agreed should
be made with regard to the property which a Slave may acquire, create no
inconsiderable difficulties in his making those fraudulent gains ; nor can it be
imagined that thefts to any considerable extent can be generally practised
without detection, (and individual instances cannot be urged as objections to
a general measure.) Asan additional security, however, a provision might be
jntroduced—that a Slave duly convicted of larceny should be incapacitated
from purchasing his freedom at least for a given number of years.

It remains then to consider the second objectjon, which in substance is this:—
That the regulations do not secure to the owner an adequate compénsation.
If by these regulations an adequate compensation be not secured to the
owner, it must either be because the persons who are-authorized to- decide
upon the amount are not likely to be fit or fair arbitrators, or because there
are restrictions which will prevent the arbitrators from the free exercise of
their judgment. Now it must be admitted nothing can be fairer than the
proposed selection of arbitrators in the Trinidad Order, viz: that in the event
of the Owner and the Slave not agreeing on the price of the Slave’s mane-
mission, the Owner should appoint one, the Protector of Slaves another, and
that an umpire should be appointed by the Chief Judge. Itis clear that an
arbitration on such a principle would protect the interests of the owner, and
if therc were any objection, it would bc that the bias was in Lis favour. As to
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restrictions or limitations, there are none to obstruct the free exercise of their
judgments. ) ) '

It indeed they were called upon to fix, once for all, one uniform price, on
the payment of which all able bodied Slaves would be.entltled to purch?.se
their freedom, it might be objected, that, though at the time of such valuatlop
the price were adequate if applicable to one Slave, it would not be so, it
applicd, at the same time, or at some distant period, -to many in the same
gang; because, though the loss of one might be. compensa‘ted by the price
assigned, yet if it were applied to many, the owner would suffer 1n an accumu-
lated proportion. But no such uniform vgluatlon is contempla_ted : on the_con-‘
trary, under these regulations, each. case 1s left to staqd upon its own merits.

If then, as many contend, and as will probabl_y{ in some places turn out
to be the case, the Slaves, who have purchased their freedom, shgl! volunta-
rily work, either for their own master or some .other, a system of free labour
will be gradually introduced, which, altho_ugh it may not at ﬁrst operate to
reduce the price, will prevent any great increase 1n successive valuations.
But if in the process of time it should be unfortunately found that the
Slaves thus manumitted altogether abandon their owners, and refuse to
work as - free persons, the owner not having the means, by reason of the
Abolition Act, to supply the loss of his Slaves, gmd not.being able to engage any
free labourer for his sugar plantations, the price which must then be assigned
to the loss of each Slave must have a direct reference to that state in which.
the  plantation will be placed.by the progressive reduction of the means of
cultivating it. ‘ - '

Under such circumstances the price assigned may soon far exceed any. -
possible means of a Slave to purchase his own freedom, and that will be
the period, when, if individual benevolence be found insuflicient, the State will:
be called upon to interfere, not by depriving the Owner of any part of the
estimated value of the Slave, but by making up the deficiency between what
the Slave may be cnabled to carn by habits of industry, and what the
Owner will be estimated to lose by being deprived of the labour of his Slave.

This principle of manumission will proceed on presumptive evidence, of

the Slave having acquired habits of industry which may fit him for au n-
dependent existence, while. it will secure to the Owner that compensation to
which it may be found by experience, as the measure advances in operation,
he will be fairly entitled—and it is by experience alone that this can' be
ascertained. _ - .
" A manumission. of Slaves. under these regulations will be. in conformity
with, the concluding. resolution of the IHouse of Commons in 1823, which
declares, that the great object of emancipation must be accomplished, ¢ at
< the earliest period which shall be. compatible with the well-being of the.
¢ Slaves themselves, with the salety of the colonies, and with a-fair. and
“ equitable consideration of the interests of private property.”

But the Court of Policy must recollect, that if, on the one hand, Parlia-
ment and His Majesty’s Government stand pledged to give the. planters an
equitable compensation, they stand equally pledged to take such measures as
may ultimately, though gradually, work out the freedom of the Slaves.

The Court ot Policy may be assured, that from the final accomplishment
of this object this country will not be diverted.

It remains for me only to add, that I now, for the last time, bring these re-
gulations.under the consideration of the Court, with no other. alternative,
1u thie event of their declining to admit them, than that of my humbly sub-
mitting to His Majesty.the expediency of enacting them by direct Royal
authority. : ' :

- - I have &e. :
Major-General Sir g D'Urban, K.C.B. (Signed) -BATHURST.
e, -§c. &e. - : '

.
,
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BERBICE.

No. 1.

My Lorb, - Berbice, January 29, 1825.

I HAVE the honour of informing your Lordship, that His Majesty’s
Commissioners of Legal Enquiry arrived here on the 4th inst. and that I lost
po time in laying before them yonr Lordship’s dispatch of the 23d of Jul

last, instructing me on their arrival to prepare the draft of an Order in Council
to be issued in Berbice, analogous to that now in force in Trinidad. I had a
conference with these gentlemen on this important subject on the 6th instant,
and now have the honour of transmitting to your Lordship’ copy of a cor-
respondence which I subsequently had with them relative thereto, which I
hope will satisfactorily account to your Lordship for thé delay in preparing
the intended Order. .

I proposed to the Commissioners to hold a conference with Sir Benjamin
D’Urban, and themselves, in Demerara, on the subject of the intended Order
ta Council, if, on‘communicating with Sir Benjamin D’Urban, it should be
thought desirable to do so for the purpose of assimilating the Order in Council
for Berbice, as nearly as possible to the one for Demerara.

I have, &ec.
: T (Signed) HENRY BEARD.
T%e Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. B.
&e. - &e. &e.

THE Licutenant-Governor presents his compliments to His Majesty’s
Commissioners of Legal Enquiry, and respectfully takes leave to draw their at-
tention to his instructions from Lord Bathurst of the 23d July last, which he
had the honour of laying before them, regarding the framing an Order ‘in
Council for this colony, similar to the one now 1n operation in Trinidad, for
regulating the treatment of Slaves, in conjunction with His Majesty’s Com-
.missioners of Legal Enquiry on their arrival in this colony. The Lieutenant-
Governor has had the honour of holding one conference with them on this
important subject, but as no draft of an Order has yet been made, nor any
thing finally concluded thereon, he takes the liberty of requesting His Ma-
jesty’s Commissioners to afford him their opinions in writing on the subject,
to enable him satisfactorily to account to Earl Bathurst for the draft of the
Order, not having been completed in pursuance of his Lordship’s instructions.

King's- House, Berbice, 24th January 1825.

Sir, Colony-House, Berbice, January 25, 1825.

IN consequence of the conference we had the honour to hold with your
Excellency on the 6th instant, respecting the proposed adoption of the Tri-
nidad Slave Order to this colony, in conjunction with your Excellency, it
appeared to you, as well as to us, after your having submitted to us the several
Papers connected with that subject, as well as the suggestions of the Members
of _your Council, that it would not be advisable at present to proceed to frame
this Order, until we should have had an opportunity of seeing that which we
were informed by you had lately been sent out to the Lieutenant-Governor
of Demerara, and should also know His-Majesty’s pleasure with respect to
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the Order framed for Saint Lucia, which was communicated to you for your
observations.

All we could therefore do, was to go over with you the several local points,
as connected with this colony, in which you seemed entirely to concur
with us, and we shall lose no time on our arrival in Demerara, and on our
being furnished with a copy of the Order for that colony, in communicating
with you further on the subject. A

We have, &c.
(Signed) J. HENRY,
THOS. CONEYS,

Commissioners of Legal Enquiry,
To His Excellency Henry Beard, Lieutenant- Governor, -

&e. &e. &e.

No. 2.

My Lorp, Berbice, 4th March 1825,

1 HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Lordship a minute of the
Council of the 8th February last, containing some observations which the
Members have thought proper to make on your Lordship’s dispatch of the
23d July last, relative to the Trinidad Order in Council.

I have, &c. ' o
(Signed) HENRY BEARD,

The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G.;

e. &e. - &e.

Eatrget from the Register of the proceedings of the Council of Gamern]
ment, Berbice. Tuesday 8th February 1825.

THFE Member Cameron took the liberty of observing, that as the minute
of the 22d November, which had yesterday been brought up and signed, had
at length placed the suggestions of the Committee on the Trinidad Order on
the records of the Council’s proceedings, it would be preper, at the same time,
that the. observations which the members had reserved to themselves the
right of making wpon the dispatch of my Lord Bathurst, which accompanied
the order, should also appear ; and he therefore moved that, with his Excel-
lency’s sanction, the following be inserted in the minutes: o

That in complying with his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor’s desire,
that they should give to the Order in Council their early and serious atten-
tion, the members are by no means prepared to admit the necessity of any
interference on the part of His Majesty’s Government towards affecting a me-
lioration in. the condition of the Slave population, nor have they been induced
thereto by any impression which the language of the dispatch may be sup-
posed to have produced, but solely by a sense of the duty they consider they
owe to the community, whose interests are more or less committed to their
charge. That same sense of duty has been the governing principle with the
Council in the line of conduct adopted by them relative to the early sugges-
tions of my Lord Bathurst, and they can only regret that his Lordship should
have been induced to draw infererces from the extract minutes supposed to
have been forwarded to him, so completely at variance with the Council’s
meaning and intentions, and if the vague threat, which the enquiry after
persons qualified to fill seats in Councjl appears to convey, can be considered
as an attempt to intimidate the Council into the adoption at the present mo-
ment of measures which they in the exercise of their judgment, had consi-
dered as impolitic and unsafe to give publicity to at a period of imminent
danger to the colonies, it must ever be a matter of regret, that means of such
a nature should have been condescended .to, so little likely to influence the
members, or further the object in view. ‘
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